Scrapbook No. 42 November 7, 1956 -February 19, 1957

19 E.C. Krug Re: covers in Daniels sale
2. P.H. Thorp Re: bleached envelopes

3. Sidney D. Harris Re: Rutland, Vt

4, Re: Boy’s Town

55 Jack Fleckenstein Re: SPA exhibition and convention at Milwaukee
6. John L. Norbeck Re: 3¢ 1857 cover from Richmond, May 30, 1861
7. Dr. W.S. Polland Re: Jessup

8. C.C. Hart Re: Eastern RR cover, 3¢ 1857 Old stamp not recognized
9. C.C. Hart Re: 10¢ 1847 cover with 2¢ Honour’s stamp, Wilmington, &Raleigh RR stamp, cancel, Re:

cover to Virginia, CSA 1863 Baltimore cover

10. | Ezra D. Cole Re: 2¢ 1875 Vermillion, Bisect cover

11. | M. Fortgang Re: 5¢ rate to France, 10¢ 1857 Portland to Kansas
12. | E.C. Krug Re: Various covers from Caspary sale

13. | Dr. S. Ichida Re: 42¢ cover to Prussia

14. | E.D. Cole Re:two 3¢ 1861 covers

15. | B.D. Harmer Re: 3¢ 1861 covers

16. | Jack Molesworth Re: 3¢ 1861 pink? Also 10¢ 1861 Type |, earliest?
17. | C.C. Hart Re: 1847 order book

18. | Millard Mack

19. | Jack Molesworth re:1¢ 1851 Type Il Plate 2, 3¢ 1861 not a pink
20. | Ed S. McConnell Re: 10¢ 1856 trimmed

21. | C.W. Christian Re: 3¢ 1861 odd color

22. | Raymond Weill

23. | C.C. Hart

24. | E.C. Krug Re: Hawaii cover

25. | Raymond Weill

26. | Raynor Hubbell

27. | B.D. Harmer Re: Fake 30¢ 1869 cover Castroville, Texas

28. | J.R. Hughes Re: 12¢ Bisect Boston to S.F.

29. | Geo W. Linn Re: Baltimore cover is this a P.M.P.?

30. | E.C. Krug Re: Brunswick, Me, criss cross grid

31. | AlexS. Juliard Re 5¢ 1847 Dot in “S”

32. | E.D. Cole Re: two 3¢ 1861 covers

33. | Jack Molesworth Re 3¢ 1861 Pink, Herst, Lehman

34. | C.C. Hart Re: Augusta, Ga 5¢ 1847 cover

35. | E.C. Krug Re: various covers, Castroville

36. | Karl Jaeger Re: cover from Peru

37. | Geo W. Linn Re: Baltimore cover

38. | M.C. Blake Lot 49 Caspary sale

39. | M.C. Blake re: 15 Letters

40. | Morris Everett Re: Charleston S.C. Confed Cover

41. | Herman Herst Jr. Further Re: Fake 30¢ 1869 cover

42. | Dr. W.S. Polland Re: Honolulu cover

43,

Philatelic Foundation re: Hawaii




44. | Dr. O. Bacher Re: Packet cover

45. | (blank)

46. | Morris Fortgang

47. | B.D. Harmer

48. | C.C. Hart

49. | M.H. Judd Re: Double grid 5¢ 1847

50. | Millard Mack Re: 15¢ to France

51. | Jack Molesworth re: SM. Cover and Pettigrew cover
52. | C.E. Cummings Re: Redlands Calif 10¢ 1857 type |l
53. | Paul Rohlott Re: various covers, 5¢ 1856, 8X 3¢ rate
54. | B.D. Harmer 24¢ 1861 faded lilac

55. | E.D. Cole 3¢ 1861 Pink? Two Pairs?

56. | Leon Hyzen Two 1¢ 1857

57. | Wendy Westholm Re: 3¢ 1869 cover

58. | Walter I. Evans, Re: 2¢ 1867(?) B.J.

55;

H.S. Cole Re: Two 1¢ 1851




EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

Wednesday, November 7, 1956.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I know how happy you and Mildred must be to have Stan, Jr.
back home and out of the Navy in the trouble that might develop abroad.

I am naturally happy about the results of the election, but
it certainly indicates that, unless something radical happens to the
Republican party in the next four years,the Democrats will swamp them in
1960 in every branch. That is brought out most vividly in Oregon where that
turncoat won out over a previous governor, cabinet member,and where DDE and
the rest of the party gave their all to defeat him. If they, the Republicans,
keep up with the old Consebvatives, the two party system will be just a joke,
and continually in the hands of the Demos who of course are the Laborites. I
am convinced that no one else, not even Bob Taft, could have got them out
in 1952 hor this 1956. I agree that Stevenson was and is a louse. I heard
his remark that the President would not live out his term, etc. He was
degperate at the time and shows therein how terrible it would have been to
trust the country to such a person. Enough of politics.

I note you have sent for six covers in the Caspary sale. I looked
over‘the entire lots in a special showing to me and noted these six of course.
I intend to bid on them unless you say to lay off. If I get any of them I will
want a color slide but not if they go elsewhere as they probably will. Nothing
to die for among the whole collection No. 6. Nothing outstanding for me like
this Hudson Riv Mail cover was. I would not trade that cover for any one of the
six you are to look at altho some of them will brin: several times what this
cover cost me,.

You say that you would like to see these three covers from the
Daniels sale. So I am sending them up with comments. I also enclose another
#99 which cost me $22.50. In it is a question.

Sincerely ’Zﬁ/"—'

Ty o i
Enclosed

Cover 138 BD 11/2/56 65.00
Cover 309 n 330.00
Cover 319 " 33.00
Cover 99 " 22.50

1,50.50

P.S. I appreciated the nice write-up of my Canadian cover in the Special Service.

P.P.S. I feel sure you would like to see Daniels lot 81 which I imagine is unique

in tying the stamp on. Lot 112-35-131-132-161 might also interest you. I have always
thought that Tuscaloosa Star was sort of a precamcel as did John Fox. Neither he nor
I had ever seen a use where it tied the stamp on, confederate or otherwise. But lot

355 from this Daniels sale does tie the stamp on.

g
\\,



NOV. 9’ 1956 .

Mr., Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave,,; South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Ems:

I hasten to return the enclosed 5¢ to
France, These are not "Ship Letters" but the
ordinary 5¢ internal to France. I have referred
to it numerous times in my Service, The best
advice I can give you is to let Fortgang have
all you bought, even if at a discount, Why
don't you ask Bruce why he described these as
"Ship Letters?" Ask him what he meant,

Yours etc,. s



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH

BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

November 10, 1956.
Saturday P.M.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I just thought you might get some information out of my copy
of the Daniels sale which I made of the sale. That is if you can read the
figures made in the heat of the sale. I have copied the prices in another
copy for myself so you need not return this to me. Hope it is useful. I
note Fox quite a buyer.

To answer some of your letterss No, you did not send another
print of my Jonesborough cover but it is not necessary. I offered my copy
to Bruce but he said it was of no use to him.

While on the subject of prints— Have you any objections to
me loaning my photo- Special Service No. L8- Tables of Postage Foreign Rates-
to Bill Fox, the assistant in Bob Siegel's office. He asked me to give him
some idea of faoreign rates and I promised him I would do so when I came b ack
and had time. He is very nice to me and just as nice a fellow as Joe is
at Fox's. Maybe you have an extra one you would let me do that with. If
this is not 100% agreeable with you dont hesitate to tell me soe.

I am returning to him , Pob Siegel, the 10¢ 1869 cover. My you
went to a lot of trouble when you are already so busy. There wss no hurry
in this case. Also as you suggest I am advising lMr. Fortgang he can have
the three covers from the Daniels sale(ship-letters??) if he takes all
three of them. I appreciate the tip.

You made no comment as to whether my check was satisfactory or
not. If not please dont hesitate to say so. When you give me no lead I jmst
have to guess. And I dont like to do that.

Regarding the 3¢ 1861 at the P.F., I have paid no advance fee,
never do. I thought at the time I turmed it in it was a most unusual color
and while I had only memory to compare it did look like a used #7l Scarlet.
I, like you, doubt that the P.F. will give you any dope worth while.

I know you havenit time to read and I am not good at writing, but
when I see you I can tell you a lot about my trip and more particularly
that which concerns Edgar. Ez & T really took him over the coals at lunch
one day, just the three of us. Of course Ez is unusually bitter about the
FIPEX althco he did have a successful sale at his booth. Fortgang told me at
Boston that Edgar “cried" not fpried" some covers away from him at his home
with the old gag that they belonged in his collection. I told MF he was a
damn fool for letting him talk him out of them, that he tried that old stuff
on me but got nowhere,

After you see the Caspary lots I would like your ideas on the four
90¢ 1861 covers.,

Sincerely,

o=



lov, 22, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13tb AW., South,

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Em:

Your air special came Sunday morning and fiy thanks are yours for the
Baniels catalogue, I sent Bruce $2,00 for the prices early last week but
they have not come in as yet, so if you want me to return the one you
sent me, Let me know,

Re = a duplicate print of a table of foreign rates, Em, I am sorry
but I find I do not have a duplicate print, This was an enlargement from
a microfilm and I searched thru all my enlargements this mornins and no
duplicate, I have a print of a table of 1861 - quite a2 large one - I can
send this print to you if you wish, Let me know, Sometime when I have my
enlarging outfit working I will make a print for you if you let me know
what year you want,

Re = the 3¢ plus 1¢ covers., Let me know if Fortgang took you up on
your offer,

Yes Em, your check was perfectly satisfactory, %umka very much,

Thanks also for your comment on Jessup., No one knows him any better
than I do and as I wrote you previously, I was disguested with the way he
acted when he was here week before last,

I note that the Caspary sale is next Monday, Of course, the 90¢ 1861
covers are all beautiful (in my opinion) and I also liked the 5¢ '62 red brown -

a V,P , to Guatemala, Very fine color - a rare cover, It has no due (?)
marking .

If you want to see the slides before the sale let me know., I will be
glad to loan them to you,

Regards.

Yours etc.,



Nov, 12’ 19560

Mr. Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - ].ath Aveo, Sout.h,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

I am holding your three covers as I ran out of color film, I will photo
them tomorrow and return them, It is a holiday today, no mail,

I agree 100% that the Heard cover with the pair of 90¢ 1860 was a very
great bargain, When one buys a cover he buys it to show the full history of
the use, Of course, it is wonderful to obtain stamps in superb eondition but
what appeals more to me is the use, the rate, route and markings, To me this
is a wonderful cover - to me the condition of the pair is secondary = This
cover is perfect aside from the condition of the 90¢ pair, I do not advise
any fixing - leave it as is. Any fixing would alter the original condition and
would detract rather than add anything, Of course, the cover genuine and
you stated you felt sure it is because the rate seemed okay to you, Can you ex-
plain why? Can you explain why the rate was $1,80? I'1l bet it is not as you
thought.

Re = the 30¢ 1860 cover rém La Porte, Calif, I wondered why you paid so
much, Do you mind telling me? Just a bit curious, The 12¢ '51 looked to me a
bit below your standard of condition, I wondered why this required 4 x 3¢?
The weight would have to have been over 13 oz,

Re = the Caspary lots, Those that I examined are okay except that I do not
go along with what they call a steel blue. I note in the Daniels Sale a "Steel
blue cover went to Keffer at $62.,00, Would pou pay $62,00 for a gray lilac on
cover?

Of course, I agree 100% with your remarks on the 10¢ ',7 Hudson Riv. Mail
cover. You were lucky,

Re = the following Daniels lots:

%2«» I do not know which one this is, Can you give me the answer?
= Yesy, I would like to see this,
« I have a color slide,
1l = I would like to have date of use = don't bother to send the cover,
- Ditto
- T would like to see this.

Re - the Tuscaloosa Star. I never heard any suggestion this could have been
a precancel, I think the object was to cancel the stamp rather than to tie it to
the envelope. In my Nov, lst Serviee I described the Albany precancel, Here was
a reason for a precancel, Did you not think that cover was wonderful?

With regards = Yours etc.,



Nov, 13, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:
Yours of the llth received.

I note that Lot 58 in the Fox sale of Oct, 16 was a 5¢ "47 on a
Hudson River Mail = You stated it was a 3¢ %51, OSurely a 5¢ '47 would
not sell at $16,00, Why did you pay the P,F, a fee when I would have
been glad to tell you what I thought free of any fee, In the future
I suggest we adopt this plan = On any covers you send me you can state =
1) On this cover I want to pay a fee and have you sign it on the back,
because I believe the value of the cover will be enhanced to the amount

A of the fﬂ .

2) On this cover I do not wish to pay a fee and do not think it necessary
to have it signed,

that_say?

Okay Em, on the 3¢ 1861 -~ I will write the owner and I am sur@ it will
be okay with him, I suspect that stamp is a chemical color changeling, be-
cause it is so very unusual, The Scarlet is nothing like it but I supposeé
Boggs would recognize this fact even if the rest of the "Experts" did not,

Re - the Stark cover £28, By all means submit it to the P.F, but if you
do rub out my name - if it signed, and in such an event I will ree-sign it
for you, I can hardly imagine Boggs giving an adverse opinion on that cover,

Re - Mildred's collection, She wouldn't know what she needs and Lard
. only knows I could not advise her. I do save plate nuwabers for her but she
~don't Inow what she has or what she needs, Please don't take her philatelic
activity seriously, Thanks just the same,

How about coming up after Thanksgiving and help me get out my December
1st Service Issue? I will let you be a guest editor., Wouldn't Dorsey enjoy

the trip?
With regards =

Yours ete. FY \

f oy e e g
| REGISTERED | <
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION EXPERT COMMITTEE.

The Philatelic Foundation Expert Certificate which frequently
accompanies a stamp is a familiar document to most stamp collectors,
as 1s the legend often included in an auction catalogue description
eseo"With Philatelic Foundation Certificate eeesese'"e  How many
fully realize all the processes through which the items pass, that
are sent in for expert examination, before the Certificate 1is
finally issued ?

The first thing that happens to every item sent In to the
Philatelic Foundation Expert Committee (and, of course to most any
other competent expert committee), is that it is given a reference
number, From then on every item is known by number and the stamp
or cover, 1s ehtirely separated from its owner or 1ts source. At
no time through the various stages of examination, 1s the ownership
or source of any item disclosed to anyone but the recording staff
who keep all such information strictly confidential.

All items sent in must be submitted on a specially prepared
Application blank, (quantities of which will be freely provided),
the owner indicating the identity of the stamp or plece, as to
Country, Issue, Denomination, Catalogue number and value, whether
unused or used, and finally the specific requirements on which the
Expert Committee 1s asked to express opinion. An official receipt
is sent to every owner, the duplicate, prepared as "The Control
Sheet" being retained. The stamp or plece i1s then affixed to a
"Work-Sheet™ on which in due course the various examiners will note
thelr opiniens.

At the same time, full detalls of each "patient" is recorded
in the "log" book, showing date of arrival, description, owner,
reference number, catalogue value and a column left blank in which
the ultimate opinion 1s recorded.

As the records of the Application form,Control sheet, Work-sheet
and Certificates are kept in numerical order, and the "log" book is
m?intained under countries, an easy cross reference 1s thus estab-
lished.

Each day, the material received 1s examined as it comes in, by
the resident staff, under whose direction, if necessary, certain
items are forwarded for consultation, to individual experts in their
respective fields, who assist the Expert Committee in their work.

One week before the Foundation Expert Cormittee meets, the
Trade Advisory Pgnel sits, and examines every item, noting their
opinions on the work sheets in respect of every "patient".

It is not out of place to mention here, that all the members of
the Foundation Expert Committee and of the Trade Advisory Pgnel, and
all consultants give voluntarily of their time, knowledge, exXperience
and studles - the time given amounting to many hours work each month,

The extensive Reference Collections and reccrds owned by the
Foundation form the basis for the comparison and research in respect
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of the material sent in for examination. These include the "John
N.Luff" Stamps of the World, (contained in over two hundred volumes),
the "Peplow" Japan, the "John H,Hall" Spain, the "Samuel Isrsel"
Cuba, specialized Argentina and U.S.A. Pre-cancels etc., in addition to
the thousands of photographs, all carefully annotated and filed, of
genuine and faked material, overprints, surcharges, watermarks, grills
‘and actual stamps, many enlarged to several times normal size for the
purposes of study. e
o
/ The records of the life-time's researches of Stanley B.Ash-
brook, have been acquired, These thirt{-two filing cabinets house
thousands of index cards, meticulously classified, so that all data
on United States and Confederate States postage stamps prior to 1870 ,
is readily availlable. e

/"‘

\ Finally, the "John N,Luff" philatelic library whicﬁ“bcdabies
over two hundred feet of bookcase shelving, to which additions are
constantly being made,

|

The sclentific instruments used by the Expert Cormittee in
their intensive examination include the Analytic Lamp, the Fluores-
cent Lamp, the Micrometer, various finely adjusted Microscopes, a
powerful comparison Microscope, the use of ultra-violet ray and
speclalized camera work. Do not imagine that precision instruments
and scientific devices can 1n any way replace expert philatelic
knowledge. The latter can only be galned by years of experience
and intensive study. The apparatus merely extends the orbit of
ore's senses, enabling measurements and analyslis to be made more
accurately,

Even so, 1n order to arrive at an accurate report on every
item, the Expert Committee goes to infinite pains to consult well=- .=
known authorities, partieularly In the case of difficult items.

The Committee does not conflne its consultations to the United

States and Cgnada. Frequently the respective Expert Committees

of the Royal Philatelic Society of London, and of the British Phila-
telic Association of London, are consulted. This will give some
idea of the painstaking care and patience exerclised in an endeavour
to get together all possible criteria on every item submitted, before
the actual Expert Committee sits down to 1ts regular monthly meeting,

Then, with g1l the reference works at hand, the members of the
Expert Cormmittee carefully examine every stamp sent in that month,
in the light of thelr own knowledge and the information that has been
recorded on the work sheets by the various consultantse. If any
item presents unusual aspects which preclude the Committee coming to
a satisfactory conclusion, then that 1s held over for even further
research, until the next meeting,

After the final conclusions have been drawn, and the oplnions
recorded, each item 1s photographed in triplicate = one for the origin-
al Certificate, one for the duplicate Certificate and one for the
Foundation's cross=-reference file. The Certificates are then pre-
pared in the respective names of the owners, the photographs affixed
and sealed with the seal of the Philatellc Foundation Expert Cormitt-
ce. They are then passed to the Chairman of the Expert Committee

B



- for signature. Only then, when the job has been completed, does
the Committee Chairman have the opportunity of seeing the names of
the owners of the stamps that have been submitted.

The next step is-to "marry up" all the records relevant to
‘each item, 1.e. the original Application form, duplicate Recelpt
which has become the Control sheet, Work-sheet (or sheets), duplicate
Certificate and any other data, all of which is filed in numerical
order, Thus the complete dossier on every item submitted, is on
file. At the same time, the "log" book records are completed, with
the report.

That leaves but the preparation of the necessary bills and
envelopes, so that everything can be mailed back under registered
cover to the various owners within five or six days from the date of
the Expert Meeting. The nominal fees for all that 1s entailed in
expertizing barely cover the cost of insurance, statlonery, photo-
graphy and mailing.

At the time of writing over SEVEN THOUSAND AND ONE HUNDRED
items have been expertized, the accompanying Certificates being
recognized by collectors and professional philatelists throughout
the world.

Arrangements have also been niade whereby the Philatelic
Foundation Expert Committee will now handle the more difficult
materlal for examination that hitherto passed through the S.P.A.
and C.S.A, Expert Services.,

Some Members (and others) wonder why they cannot call in and
have an expert opinion and certificate arranged "while you wait";
perhaps some of the detail work described above wlll help those
who were hitherto "in the dark" to understand why there 1is a regular
monthly meeting, and that in order that the machinery will run
smoothly and efficlently, it 1s necessary for the items for examin-
ation to be receilved, at -the latest, ten days before the scheduled
Expert Meeting, In view of the heavy volume of material flowing in
it 1s sometimes necessary to hold over items that arrive on the
deadline, in order that adequate time may be spent on them, that is
essentlal, and the necessary research done.

There are other Expert Cormmittees for stamps in America, but
none meets in person as a full body of recognized authorities, and
.representing every specialized branch of phlilately, on a regularly
monthly basis. Further, none has available the fine reference
collections, library and other reference material, and in addition
has the access to the private collections and resources of other
national expert committees on a reciprocal basis, as has the
Philatelic Foundation Expert Committece.

The services of the Expert Committee are available to all -
to members and to non-members, (although certain classes of member-
ship secure privileges in respect of the scheduled fees) - and
more and more "patlents" are arriving from all over the world for
Philatelic Foundation Certificates = a tribute to the relisble and
responsible service given, of which all members may be justifiably
proud,

Sept ember 1956, -t



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY
October 19, 1956

Dear Stanley;

This a belated answer to yours of
Sept 17th last.

I really know very little about the
Grinell episode and, of course, my conversations
with John befor he died are not only hearsay, but,
also, quite cloudy. But I do recall that John
made a point of stating he and someone else plotted
in some way to get the stamps from Grinell. I am
aware, of cousse, that John did business directly with
Grinell but my memory of the conversation I had
with John was that there was someone else in the
background.

: However, this is all "irrevelant etc.™"
as the Lawyers would saye.

Now as to the bleached 6c and 3¢ Post
O0ffice envelopes.

I8ve had occaison to change my thinking about
these and I am inclined to believe presently that you \
may be on the right track.

envelopes on white paper which have always been
considered as "unique." These would be Thorp-Bartels
Nos 6059 (Size 3) and 6064(Size 7). Indeed, in all
probabilities these would be the two envelopes on which
the catalogue listing was based.

Reason? When preparing the auction
// catalogue of the Barkhausen collection there were two ’

In all probabilities they would have
come from John Klemann.

Now I find that these two envelopes are
bleached (and, of course, withdrawn from the sale).

This leads me to believe that non of these
\_bleached cut squares or entires are of recent origin.
nat

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY

It would be interesting to develope this idea and
pin it down.

My own opinion is that the old time dealers were not
adverse to "taking" a wealthy collector for anything
they could - and backing up their machinations with
listings in catalogues they controlled.

Prehaps I am naive - prehaps these fellows knew
how to make money. But there is always the problem of how
doez one sleep well at night?

Regards

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




Nov, 13, 1956,

Mr, Prescott Holden Thorp,
Netcong, N.d.

Dear Prescott:

I have delayed replying to yours of Oct., 19th last thinking
perhaps I would have some new developement to report,

I strongly suspect a certain person but I have nothing more than
a suspicion, I believe he is smart enough to have made several things
of which the source is unknown « that is to me,

I believe he is the type who would have considered it amusing to
bleach certain envelopes, I doubt if he is the type who would have done
it to actually profit, Now I do not know if he is, or was, such a skilled
craftsman as to have been capable of meking the CGrimnells but I think it
possible, i

If anything developes I will advise you,

I have been familiar with the Crinnell case since it happened years
ago and I have never heard anyone express an opinion as to who made the
counterfeits, Is that not most remarkable? Who made them? I wish I lnew,

I was greatly interested in your remarks about the unique bleached
envelopes in the Barkhausen sale, How remarkable,

I am wondering if you intend to publish. the facts?
With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP

NETCONG, NEW JERSEY

Nov. 25, 1956

Mp, Stanley B. Ashbrook
0. Box 31,

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your note of the 17th.

No, T had not intended to publicize anything

concerning the two bleached envelopes I found in the
Barkhausen Collection., I did, however, believe you

would be interested in knowing about these.

oA

Cordially yours,

PHT/m

Keep your friends, both new and old - the first are silver, the last are gold.




SIDNEY D. HARRIS

United States and British Colonies Stamps

Th Telephone Prospect 3-8214 EXPERT APPRAISALS
AND EXAMINATIONS

162 GROVE ST., RUTLAND, VERMONT
U. §, A,

Novembsr 13, 12956

Mre Stanlay Be Ashbrook
33 Ne Fort Thomas Avee
Fort Thomas, Kantucky

Dear Mre Ashbrook:

Will you plaasae verify the position on the anclosa-d 1l¢ 1851 issus,

which I believe to be 59R4, Typa IITAe It will b~ quit~ satisfactory
= to mark the position on the back, with your signaturs, and send me

a statement for your service to include postages

It isn't of t-n that I get a soarce stamp in:sound condition, as I
purchas» about 99% of my material through ™uropean sourcass, so I
have to contend with many defsctive and repairad stemps which I sell
as such at & greatly reduced price. It would be surprising to many
coll eators and dealars if they realized the anormous percentags of
collactors who want this material at the lowar pricese

About 6 months ago, I found a copy of 7RIW that foritunately was

sound, and was desoribed and illustrated in a Garman anction as

a Typ~ IB, catalogued at $60.00. I paid $20.00 and gembled that

from tha illustration it may hava baan a 6 or 8R, the bettsr examplese.
I never expected to be shockad with a 7RI®. So you can record for your
records anothar copy that was praviously unknown to existe

With kind parsonal regards,

SDH:ah
™oce




N? 401688

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

c/ne\/ B f/arr:j

w/€6’ s seaie )
RUTLAND V=N 19
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M. 16’ 1957 .

Mr, Sidney B, Harris, >
162 Grove S‘bop
Rutland, Vermont,

w HI‘Q Harris:

Herewith the One Cent 1851 as per yours of the 13th,
I have signed it as such on the back, You will note that I
signed it: "This was a Type IIIA. ; This, because the top is
cut off -« a Type TﬁA shows the line not broken, hence
this 1s not a IIIA but rather it was a %ypo IIIA originally,
You are quite correct, this is from plate position 59RL.
There is no fee for the above but you can refund to me the
return postage,

I was. much interested in your story about the 7R1E and I
would like to record the copy in my records if you still own
it, and can send it to me so that 1 can make a Pphoto record
of it, I have to do this so as to keep as accurste records as
possible and avoid duplication, Just.think - I started this
record in 1916 which was quite a long time ago.

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,



SIDNEY D. HARRIS

United States and DBritish North America Stamps

ESTABLISHED 1931 MEMBER: BPA - APHV - APS - BIA - SPA

162 GROVE STREET - RUTLAND, VERMONT, U. S A. - TELEPHONE PROSPECT 3-8214

January 2, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Aghbrook:

I am sorry to hear about your recent illness,
but pleased to know that you have recovered.

I wrote to Mr. Robinson again and told him it
would be quite satisfactory to send the stamp

to you if you wrote. I hope he will not turn
out to be one of those collectors who can't seem
to allow himself to have any of his stamps out
of his poesession even for a short time.

In anticipation of this, I suggested to him that

if he does not wish to send the stamp, it 1s possible
you may be satisfied with the information available

from a blown-up photograph. I believe that Mr. Robinson
will be in a position to supply you with an excellent
photograph as he controls one of the larger printing
plants in New York City where they undoubtedly do

much photographic work.

With every best wish to you and yours for a healthy
end wonderful New Year.

Cord};lly,

SDH:ah Wﬁ%@%&/\




SIDNEY D.

HARRIS

Telephone Prospect 3-8214

United States and British Colonies Stamps

EXPERT APPRAISALS
AND EXAMINATIONS
162 GROVE ST., RUTLAND, VERMONT

L SSHA,

November 20, 1956

Mre Stanley Be Ashbrook
Ps0s Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kye

Dear Mre Ashbrook:

. You hava~ -mbarrassed me againe ®verytims you have done me a
favor, you hava rafusad to accapt anything in rsturne This has
bean going on now for about 20 yearse I wondar if you r-call
our corraspondance when we wars known as ReWe Harris Company
in Brooklyn and for a short tim~ at 116 Nassau Streaste

My copy of 7R1® was sold to Mr. ®lliot Robinson, 34 Auerbach Lane,
Lawrence, Now York. T wrote to him today, advising him to la% you
borrow the stamp for your photo racorde I m-ntionad that you would

write hime

With kindest personal resgards,

Cordially,

Loioay S et

/



Deco 12' 1956.

Mr, Sidney D, Harris,
162 Crove St.,
Rutland, Vi,

Dear Mr, Harris:

Re = your letter of Nov, 20th, this is the first
t:’nmo have been able to acknowledge same because about the
time it was received I became ill with what tuwrned out to be
an attack of virus pneumonia, I thought it was just a bad
cold and neglected to call my doctor with the result it got
quite a good start, I am pleased to report that I am ckay
again but a little the worse for wear,

I want you to know that I appreciated your kind
letter, Whenever you send me anything for examination you can
rest assured I will charge you a fee, provided same is
justified. Otherwise the pleasure w: e all mine,

I have not heard from Mr, Robinson but I would ap=-
precite the favor if you could peramuade hinm to let me record
the 7RI1E,

Because of my recent illness we are not sending out

any Xmas cards but we do wish you A Very Merry Xmas and A
Healthy and Prosperous New Year,

Cordially yours,



Nov, 15’ 1956¢

Father Wegner,
% Boy's Town’
Boys Town, Nebraska,

Dear Father Wegner:

Under date of August 20th last, I addressed the following letter
to D, O, Barrett of your Philamatic Center, quote:

"I note that one J, H. Scruggs, ﬂfr .has donated philatelic
material to your Philamatic Cent.er. [ enclose some facts herewith re-
garding this man,

It is my opinion that the Center should have investigated this man
before you accepted any gift from him,

At the S, P,”A, Convention last August in Louisville, this drunken bum
got gloriously drunk and spread a lot of baseless lies about me., He had
been elected a V.,P. of the Society but because of his disgraceful conduct he
was forced to resign., Is this the kind of a man you wish to aecept anything
from?"

Barrett did not do me the courtesy to reply to my letter,

This man mentioned in my letter is notorious and if he made any donation
to Boys Town it was for some ulterior purpose, no doubt a tax dodging scheme
which should be investigated by the Federal authorities,

In the past I have been a strong supporter of Boys Town but may I request

that you remove my name from your mailing list and do not send any further
communications to me.

Very truly yours,



- L]

Aug, 20, 1956,

Mr, D. O. Barrett,
Curator Philamatic Center,
Boys Town, Nebr,

Dear Mr. Barrett:

I note that one J, H, Seruggs, Jr. has donated philatelie
material to your Philamatic Center. I enclose some facts
herewith regarding this man,

It is my opinion that the Center should have investigated
this man before you accepted any gift from him,

At the S.P.A.Convention last August in Louisville, this
drunken bum got gloriously drunk and spread a lot of base=-
less lies about me. He had been elected a V,P, of the
Society but becauvse of his disgraceful conduct he was forced
to resign, Is this the kind of a man you wish to accept
anything Brom?

Sincerely yours,
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ITY, MICHIGAN
CARSON C Ionia Michigan October 16, 1956.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for your letters of October lst and 13th. Will try and answer.
Hop= you read the "Pony Express" tulletin I sent you - it contains some
most interesting information - espacially about the end of the huge
buffalo herd on the great plains - you might want to mention parts of it
in the "Special Service."

Don't forget me on the slides.

Re the SPA Jury at Grand Rapids. Stan - this was a mess. Please keep

this eonfidential tho. At our first meeting of the Jury - before any
judging started - I made the remark that I had looked over the exhibits

and that while I knew absolutely nothing about foreign stamps or covers -
IN MY HUMBLE OPINION THERE WAS ONE EXHIBIT that was so far ahead of

anything else that it deserved the grand award without any judging and that
was the Meroni Confederates. Apparently my enthusuasm was not shared by

the other three judges and I was aked what I knew about Confederates and

I had to honestly admit I knew very little. I further had to admit that
perhaps Meroni had used poor taste in entering a stake horse in a county
fair race, as was actually the case, as his exhibit was so far ahead of
anything else I saw that there was no competition. The end result as you
know was that Meroni not only d¢d not get the grand award but did not even
get a first - only a second in competition with what to my mind was very
mediocre material. Perhaps I was prejudiced! This I could well admit as
later ony when it came to judging "Topicals" I eliminated a collection of
so-called "Rooseveltiana" by recording my vote as a big zero. How anyone
could enter sueh trash in a philatelic exhibition is beyond me anyway -
pictures of this paralytic imbecile on stamps. But actually Stan, this
judging was no worse than the wretched judging handed out at FIPEX where
first awards were given to several airmail exhibits that could be duplicated
at any stamp dealers office for $1.50 and no research of any kind indicated.
There were four judges at this SPA Exhibit - Steve Rich, Henry Kraemer of N.Y.
(whom I have a great deal of respect for but who admitted he knew nothing
about U.S.) and Henry Meyer. Steve Rich dominated the judging as you can
well believe. In conclusion, if this judeging was lousy, I still maintain
it was no worse than the FIPEX judging, where prejudice ruled to an even
greater extent. All the above, Stan, is very confidential. Please do mot
cuote me. And while on this subject, I might add amther interesting side-
light - my very good friend Jim Bulkley of Detroit (whom you may recall has
perhaps the outstanding collection of early Austria) told me the other day
at one of the DPS meetings that he had been in New York and had lunch with his
friend Henry Goodkind (I think that is the name - he is editor of the
Collector's Club Philatelist) and Goodkind told him that the only reason I
did not get a gold medal at FIPEX was bscause all my album sheets had your
name mentioned in connection with items and covers, such as "In my opinion etc
Stanley B. Ashbrook" and the New York bunch eliminated my exhibit from
competition because your name was mentioned on the album sheets - something
that Neinken and Fortgang apparently were cognizant of and were careful not
to do. So it goes!

Now re yours of the 13th. I never heard of Newell E. Collins of Algonac,
Michigan, but will check at the DPS meeting tomorrow night and see if anyone
in Detroit knows of him and will drop you a line. The Herst cover is more
of a caricature than anything else - it ought not to fool even those wise
Jjokers that make uvp the P.F. Expert Committee. Regards.

Sincerely,
JGF/ 3. G K enstein,
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Oct, 23, 1956.

¥, Jo G, Fleckenstein,
419 Union Sta,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

Thahks fery much for yours of the 1lé6th and 17th with information

- aboug Newell E, Collins, I do not know positively that Herst is telling
people that the 30¢ 1869 cover belongdd to Collins but he is apparently
giving that impression, I do not think that there is the slightest doubt
but what it belongs to him, He is just ancther dirty greasy Kike whom I
wouldn't trust for a second, Several people have told him there is no
question but what the cover is a fake but he has a P,F, certificate and no
doubt he will go ahead and try to sell it, Some crook will buy it because
of the certificate, Is it not an outrage that a bunch of damn fools would
issue a certificate stating that this thing is gemuine? Something should be
done = They should fold up and quit, Bécause I find so much fault with their -
certificates I.feel sure that they are bitter against me, I think the one
most at fault is Louise Dale, She runs the P,F, and the "Expert Committee"
and I suppose she puts up the money to keep it going,

I note that the Hew bunch who run the Collectors Club plan t6 raise
the dues for out=of=town members to $10,00, Just imagine = I intend to re-
sign as I am sure not going to pay any such a sum to belong to this Kike outfit,

Also thanks for the dope on the S,P,A, Convention at Grand Rapids. You
will recall that I advised you not to have anything to do with that outfit, I
think it is a disgrace to even associate or be a member of that outfit and I
plan to resign as an Honorary Member, I do not want my name associated in any
way with the sons of bitches who head this lousy organization, That fellow
Henry Meyer ds as yellow as they come, There are two many nice people in
philately with whom one can associate without coming in contact with any of that
" BePels crOWd.

I know Henry Goodkind quite well - He is a Yid and one of the Kike gang
that run the Collectors Club and the Philatelic Foundation,

I do not like my name mentioned on album pages or in auction catalogues
so if they penalized you for any such infraction I think they were in their
rights so I cannot sympathize with you in this case, I know they dislike me
down there because I do not cater to them and yes them, I don't give a rap
what they think of me as I am quite sure that my opinion on a cover carries far
more weight with the collecting public than a P,F, certificate,

How is Rene? Our regards to you both,

As ever yours,



JOHN L. NORBECK
5828 Halifax Avenue South
MINNEAPOLIS 24, MINNESOTA
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Nov, 17’ 19560

Mr., John L, Norbeck,
5828 Halifax Ave,, South,
Minneapolis 24, Minn.

Dear John:

It was nice to hear from you and to see the 3¢ 1857 cover which I am
returning herewith,

I have carefully noted your remarks about this item and I see no
reason to guestion it in any way., It is in that category that is properly
classified "use of a U,S., stamp in the C.S,A, prior to June lst, 1861,"

I do not think the Blair order had any influence on postmasters in
states that had seceded, and especially upon one in the capitol city of the
Confederacy, The Blair order really applied to postmasters in the loyal stafies,
All postmasters in the seceded states were bound by the orders of the C,S5,A,
P,0,D¢ Such included all members of the postal service then in operation, eon-
tract mail routes, ete, The C,S,A, P,M,G, fixed June lst as the date to take
over, and on ang after that date U, S. stamps were not to be recognized,

When this letter reached its Mulberry destination, the B,M, there permitted
it to go thru in the regular way, Had it been addressed to'some town in New
England a P, M, might have done the same thing but he could have obeyed the
Blair order and sent it to the Dead Letter Office, I seriously doubt if many
postmasters did such a thing at that period. Bull. Run had not been fought,

I note that there are ten stars in the flag, which is an interesting feature
of the cover,

I have an indistinet recollection that I photographed a cover from Richmond
on May 31, 1861 but at present I cannot locate the print,

Kater

Searching my records 1 found that I have a photograph of a cover used from
Montgomery, Ala, on May 31, 1861 with a U, S, 3¢ 1857, It had a Confed flag at
left with 10 stars, It was addressed to Statesville, N.C,

In a sale by B,L, Drew on March 31, 1924, Lot 106 was a U, S. 30¢ 1860 off
cover canceled Mobile, Ala, May 31, 1861, Too bad this was not a cover, I alse
have & photo of a cover from New York City postmarked May 29, 1861 addressed to
Jackson, Miss. It has a 3¢ 1857 -« Type 1I, Also, a record of a cover from
Philadelphia on May 28; 1861 to Alahama, No photograph,

With best wishes = Cordially yours,






The. 3c 1851-57 Unit No. 11
OF THE




ESTABILISHED 1928

Ceaorve Azt S0

TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. o922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI
November 12, 1956

See.
EK¥2-

| ~ 2—
Mr. Stanley - B. Ashbrook
B3 0e Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: Q) E@Sl"crn KR

Enclosed find two covers, which I would like for @) 4 5
you to opinionize. The '47 cover came to me from the stamp

department of e Hospital in Rhode Island, which I assume oLD 55'fﬁ\h4[3
was sent to them with a bunch of old correspondence that
some interested person donated. \\

Iast Friday I gave a talk before the Iowa Philatelic 55!:‘
Society on the 35 areas that officially receivadsupplies Of . E?k:%?:i-js
'47. There were about 40 collectors present and they seetfled _
to be interested in what I had to say. I wish I had also taken H
along with me some of my off cover 'UT7 collection, which I think
might have interested them more. I should have known, but failed
to remember, that most collectors still only see the stamp when
they look at a cover and their interests are principally limited
® this field of collecting.

I met a Clarence Brown who says that he has about 25
covers and some time soon I hope to return to Des Moines an
have a look at them.

Horace Poole was out of the city, but after the meeting
was over, we'all gathered and Mr. Poole called long distance
to express his regrets for not being able to attend. I talked
to him and told him I was sorry he was not present and that
you had sent your best wishes. Maybe on my next trip to Des
Moines, I will be able to meet him.



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook -2 November 12, 1956

Thanks very much for the two slides demonstrating the
before peroxide and after of “*black amd browng."

Smcerzf V W

Crelghton . Hart

CCH:mc
enc. 2



Nov, 2]-’ 19560

m‘. c. c' Hart’
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 12th, I regret
the delay in returning them but I wanted to be awfully sure the
Eastern R,R, cover was okay before I authenticated it, hence I
mage an exhaustive examination of it, I am charging you a fee on
this cover, but I am not charging any fee on the 3¢ 1857 "0ld
Stamp" cover,

I was interested in the account of your Iowa visit., You are
quite right - the class of collectors one would meet out in the
central-west are apt to be more interested in stamps off cover than
on, They are not sufficiently educated in the better things in
philataly.

I never have met Clarence Brown but I hope he can show you some
nice covers,

Since writing the above I am in receipt of the two covers from
the recent Harmer Rooke Sale. I will return these to you this week-
end, I want to examine both very carefully,

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,

P,S5, I have just received a l¥st of some of the prices realized
at the Caspary sale of last Monday and they are truly amazing,



Nov, 23, 1956.

Mr. C. C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
lmus City 6, Mo,

. Imlookedt&aefaetthatwtﬂo.?inthe
- Harmer Rooke Sale was from the same correspondence
~ as Lot 11 whicl you bought. Today I received a
 letter from my friend Emmerson Krug, stating that
he purchased Lot #7, so I am writing him to please
~ send the cover to me so that I can examine it and
make a photograph. If cover #7 is okay, I suppose
- we could be safe in assuming that your cover is also
~ okay and this would not require that you send it to
Perry, However, on this course, use your own
 judgment.

Sincerely ymirs,
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CREICHTON C. HART

PRESIDENT COMMERCE BUILDING

RESERVE PLAN, INC. KANSAS CITY G, MO.
HARRISON 4143
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Nov, 22, 1956.

Mr, C, C, Hart,

Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St,,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Re - the face of the cover with the 10¢ '47 that you sent me this week,

I am a bit suspicious of this item. I have no record that the cancel on the
stamp = & four-petal killer was ever used in conjunction with the R.R, marking,
"Wilmington & Haleigh E,R," but, of course, it may have heen, All the ex-

amples I have been able to locate in my files of such R,R. covers show a round
grid in blue,

Holding this face to a strong light there appears to be a thin spot in the
stamp but it may be in the brown plece to which the stamp is attached, I suppose
the local stamp could have been used on this face as we see it but there is no
actual evidence and inasmuch as I am no student of the Charleston,S.C, Honour
Carrier stamps I am not prepared to state whether the Honour stamp is genuine or
am capable of expressing an opinion as to whether or not the stamp actually
originated on this face, I note the S,U,S, states that the stamp was not issued

until 1851, and the postmark is "JUN 7," so if this face is genuine, the use must
have been June 7, 1851,

I suggest that you request an extension from Harmer Rooke pending authentication
of this item.

Then I suggest you send the item to Elliott Ferry and inguire of him
1) Is the Honour stamp genuine?

2) Does he think it was used on this face?

3) Did he ever see this killer used in conjunction with this R.R., marking?
4) Does he think the stamp has a thin spot?

5) Does he think the stamp was pen-cleaned?

I may be 100% wrong on my preliminary examination but I must confess that I do
not like any part of this item except the R.,R, marking. Covers gong north from
Charleston, S,C. are known with this R,R, marking,

I might suggest that you request Perry to give you as early a report as possibleg

Herewith I am also returning the P of W cover which is genuine and I have signed
same on the back,

It was indeed most kind of you to send us the Thanksgiving Turkey and maple syrup
and Mrs, Ashbrook and Stan Jr, join me in thanks and appreciation, The express

package arrived yesterday afternoon and as I writeé these lines Mrs, Ashbrook has
the Turkey in the oven.

Stan Jr. was released {rom the Navy this month and is home
for Thanksgiving with us.

Again our sincere thanks, Cordially yours,

NOV 221956
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Nov, 22, 1956.

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 Ll ].Btvh Aven, 30uth,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

First many thanks for the various Kiplingers which you sent me in recent
weeks,

I certainly did appreciate your kindness in giving me an early report on the
Caspary sale of last Monday, These prices convinced me of one thing, viz., it
is foolish to even attempt to guess what any lot in a Caspary or any other big
name sale will bring. I was advised that Rust did not attend the sale, so maybe
some of those "Order" buyers might have been for him, though I suspect the
"silly high" were for the Swiss collector named Fontaine, He seems to be running
hog-wild and the "dope" that I get is that the Harmer firm is taking him for quite
a ride. I understand he "entrusts" his bids to Buck, Just imagine paying $975,00
for a 3¢ 1861 Pigeon, I understand this went to Fontaine, Incidentally he is the
one who ran Henry Hill up to such a silly price on that 5¢ 1856 V.S. of 3 on cover,

Of those 90¢ covers I think you obtained the most desirable cover, even if the
price was not cheap, I note Caspary #148 seld at $525,00, Nuts., You bid all it
is worth, I hope Ez did not buy this for Gore, I think we made a good guess on
Lot 186 - Just imagine it selling at $2,700,00, I doubt if Howard bought it for
himself - He must have represented some client, I will ask him, Jack M, also must
have represented a client on Lot 187, I think your bid of $600,00 was pdenty.
Seme applies to Lot 188,

hink you were very lucky in having Mo

an idea they were "Ship" letters o id

itch them,

I note that you got lot #7 in the Harmer Rooke Sale of the 13th, How odd!!! My
friend Creighton Hart got Lot #11 and he sent it to me to authenticate, I did not
seem to have any record of the iller on his cover. I note your cover is from the
same correspprdence, Will you please send it to me so that I can examine it and
make a record of it? Would you say this killer is the same as Caspary Lot 52 and Brown
sale No, 507

gke tlhose 3¢ plus iq! covers, He
\us 2¢ but they are not = You were

L

I also note you got Lot #28., How very odd!!! This cover was wanted by my good
friend Millard Mack of Cincinnati, a very fine chap, He maekes a srecialty of the
1869 issue and especially likes the 4¢ rates. Apparently he was the runner-up, I
think he told me he bid 28,00 and it sold at £29,00. Is that correct? Incidentally
I made a slide of Lot 28 - would you like to have one if I have a duplicate?

Thanks Em for your check for the slide and return of the other five as per mine
of the 15th.

I sure appreciated advice on the prices of Monday's Caspary sale,
Regards., Yours ctc.,



EZRA D. COLE

+  Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

Novembcr 20th, 1956
Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:

Enclosing a copy which the P, F, refused to pass one
In this case I want your opinion for a fee,

Caspary prices throughthe roof again.

Sincerely,

Gl i,

EDC smkl Ezra/D. COle.



Nov, 2‘&, 19560

Mr, Ezra D. Cole,

Dear Ezras

Herewith the 2¢ vermillion Bank Note cover - a stamp and a half,
It is skldom = very seldom that I never agree with the P,F, but in
this instance I do. I do not think they should authenticate items such
as this, I am sure I would not do so, Thelr okay on this item would
not make it worth any more and I am sure mine would be the sajje. It
is nothing more than an "as is" article and should be considered in that
category. Your guess on this would bte just as good as mine, There is
little if anything to go on, I suppose it is possible that this could have
been used as we see it but I suppose most any faker could make one just
as good, When I state that in my opinion an item is genuine I am generally
prepared to give sensible reasons why it is good. What could I state in
a case such as this? I would be guessing and anyone can do that,

Borry-

Regards,

i‘g&?vuxs ete.,



I suspect thet Mort's conscience (?) is botherine himm. More gbout
this lster. However, he hes given me three items to submit to you for your
opinion. Plesse do not ever advise him thet I informed you these items were
his; but I feel I would be unfeir to you if I did not give you this informetion

1. Cover, Portlasnd, Or.. to Kensas, Vie Los Angeles. How do you
suppose this letter traveled.? Why the 10c rate? How do you kmmw suppose

Howerd Lehmen knows (?) the yeer is late 185¢ or 1259 es per his notation
*on bsck?

2. Cover with S5c U.S. internel to Frence from the Peyen correspon-
dence, with 26 decimes due. Where do you suppose the numersl "7" was ap-
plied to cencel esch stemp &nd hes this numeral zny significence?

2. Block of four of the 1lc Type V 59L10 - ACL10O
69L10 - 7CL10O
Mort suspects he hes discovered & grest rerity while I suspect this
block hes teen reperfed at right.
Our best to Mildred =nd the Stens.
Sincerely,
Mr. Morris Fortgang //é@m‘,u ]

115 East 8uth Ctrect
NEW YORK (28) N. Y.

/Vov Iﬁ
/ﬁs‘é




Nov, 214», 19560

Mr, Morris Fortgang,
114 East 84th St,,
New York 28, N.Y,

Dear Morris:
Yours of the 19th received,

First, I want to set you straight on a remark in my last letter. You paid
me a very high compliment - to my ability, etc, What I meant was this = I know
my linitations, I am fully conscious that I am quite ordinary, ete, I did not
want you to think that I took your compliments seriously. I didn't want you to
think that I believe I am all that you attributed to me, Had you pursued the
same line over as many years as I have I am sure you could have done a far far
better job, In other words, I regard myself more of a failure than anything else
and I am very serious' in that statement,

Now for the three items you enclosed, First, the 10¢ Type V from Portland,
Ore. to Clinton, Kansas, Howard was wrong - this use was not in "late 1858"
simply because the 1C¢ 1857 Type V is unknown used before May 1859, Second,
hence this use was between May 1859 and the fall of 1261, when it was demonetized.
During that period there were two mail routes to the East = (1) Via Panama - (2)
Via the Overland Stage Via Los Angeles, If a person desired his letter to go the
latter route he had to route it and that is what this writer did, "Vig ILos Angeles."
Thus this letter went by steamer to San Francisco where the Overland Mail was made
up, Had it not been routed "Overland" or "Via Los Angeles" it would have been sent
"Via Panama," (easier conveyance)., By stage it went to St, Louis and from there to
Kansas, I doubt if a distribution was made before the bag reached St, Louis, Had
thiés letter originated at San Franeisco, the rate would have been 3¢ but because of
the long distance from Oregon the rate was 10¢, The rate was 10¢ for distances of
3,000 miles, under it was 3¢, By the Overland, S.F. to St. Louis was less than 3,000,

Re = the Payen cover with the 5¢ internal payment, The "7" canceling the stamps
was a rating stamper used at the New York P.0O, and has no signifiance on this cover
except to cancel the stamps, For example, it was used on ship letters into New York
during the 18,5-1851 period for distances of 300 miles or less = for example - a
letter unpaid - to within 300 miles of New York 5¢ postage due plus 2¢ ship fee,
rated "7" due, Such stampless covers are not scarce,

Re - the 1¢ 1857 block of four, I must confess that I am a poor judge of per-
forations, I note you think this has been re-perfed at right but you are probably a
better judge than I am, Also Morris I did not cheek your plating as I was not much
impressed with this item, I am miserable with a bad cold and no doubt I am seeing
things upsidedown,

Best wishes -

Cordially yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

November 22, 1956.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

The 10¢ 1869 cover came today back from Siegel and I am
sending it back to you even before you have had a chance to answer my
query about it. Since the P.F. meets Dec. 3rd and must have any item by
today, Nov. 22, I enclose a slip made out that if you want to send it you
may do so direct. Register for $55.00.

I also enclose the four lots I got Monday at the Caspary sale
each of which has a note inside. I hope they are all 0.K. No slides needed.

I also am sending a 10¢ 1869 cdver to be signed as well
as the Daniels 30¢ 1860 cover to transfer the signing. Notes inside each
envelope.

When you return please advise charges.
Slncerely,

No Tetter from Edgar as yet. " C= d

-

Ennlosed:
Cover lot 88 Caspary sale $L4LO & 5% $L62.00
n w 149 n 70 & 5% 1350
n " l5/ " 1 hg 5& hh‘lo
L t 1389 " n 1150 & 5% 1207.50
" t 309 Daniels " 330.00 330,00
t  EDCole 195l Castroville
35.00 35.00
* R.A.Siegel on loan 55.00 55.00

Registercdilor s el o o o o' s e s st 2207 010



NUV. 2‘b, 1956'

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

~ Dear Em:

Your Air Mail Special came last night and
this is to advise that I am perfectly satisfied
with the Siegel cover to France and there is
no need to send it to the P,Es I have a full
explanation and I will guarantee it is genuine,
I will return the covers next week,

I am half-siek with a very bad cold and quite
miserable, Down to 16 here this A, M, and quite

a lot of snow WW.

Rerards.

Yours ete.,



Dr. 8. ICHTDA :
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Nov, 2%y 1956,

Dr, S. Ichida,
Goto Apartment,
Roppongi Minate,
Tekyo, Japan,

Dear Mr, Ichida:

Herewith I am returning the cover contained in yours of
recent date, I regret that I cannot authenticate t'is for
you, The markings show that this was conveyed by Prussian
Closed Mail, that it was a single rate of not over 4 ocunce,
Such réguired 30¢ in postage. I suspeet that this cover has
been "fixed" in some vay, and stamps added, I doubt very imch
if it is as it was when used,

I am enclosing a diagram of the types of the stamps on the
cover and have numbered them A « B = C - D« E & F, The pen-
cancels cn B.« C = D, appear similar and this makes me wonder
if these three stamps were the coriginal payment? Stamps E and
F appear ccanceled entirely different and with different (7) ink.

My fee for this examination is 93,50 which includes the
forwarding poustage,

My advice is « be very careful of U, S, covers purchased in
Europe.

Very truly yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

November 29th, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
R0, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for the return of the four covers Is ent you. I
thought you would find them interesting in one way or another.

As I wrote you I just like to see Colson's bulletins. I will
promise to read them and send them right back to you. He certainly
is what Percy Doangused to say under great duress "a noble char-
acter" which is as near swearing as Percy ever came.

Will you look at the enclosed stamp carefully? I think this
is a better color than it looks at first glance. The color of
the envelope kills it a little biait so look at the stamp i1tself very
carefully,

If you think this 1s as good as I do will you please sign
it on the back and I will pay you your fee,

Priced catalogues of the last two Harmer sales are going
forward today to Em. He will copny up all the information and mail
the catalogues to you., When you are finished with them please send
them back to me.,

Read Morris Fortgang's story in "Stamps". I think he is cor=-
rect shout the New York Postoffice.lt dis not occur to me before.
I will check my covers and see if I can find anything interesting
on this score and either send it to you or to him if I do.

I am enclosing another 3¢ cover which I think is just one
of those things that old timers used to call "early birds".

EDC:mkl




B oERre.

w0 5! 1956.

Mr. Ezre D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Egzra:

The doctor says I have bad virus pneumonia, I
believe 1 am on the mend,

Re = the two 3¢ '61 covers, I will hold these until
1 am able to examine them unless you wish them returned
at once., I am so full of dope at present I couldn't
tell a blue from a black,

Regards.
Yours,

Stan



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

December 6th, 1956
Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:

Thanks for your memo. No hurry on anything as far as I am
concerned, Take your own time and get well quickly.

Howard Lehman did phone me. I have seen lMorris Fortgang
and will see if I cannot check with him and show him some of
my covers and perhaps add a little to his knowledge.

7
Sincerely, -

EDC :mkl




RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK
EZRA D. COLE ORDR I
AL AL o L4
STREET AND NO. NYACK, pho—
N. Y.

CITY AND STATE

If you want a return receipt, check which | If you want re-
7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, | stricted deliv-
to whom when, and address ery, check here
and when where delivered
delivered 20¢ fee
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w

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—71547-2




Dec. 101 1956,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ezra:

At long last I managed to get to your two 3¢ '61
covers today and return these herewith together with a
cover from my reference collection of probably the same
Boston date. This is a different color but somewhat similar,
There is an old saying about a pink - when in doubt it ain't.
That is certainly true because a PINK hits you right in the
€YCe

I am definitely on the mend but a bit weak,

Regards.
Yours ctc.,




e o H:-R-HARMER, Inc. -

PLaza 7-4460

- INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS RARLTRSELE MENOHHS
APPRRISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
SR ESS S URANGE ¥ RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NEW YORK 36, N.Y.
DIRECTORS ¥
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. |. . i
F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'COLLECTION
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 7th

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue December

Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1956

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing a "pink" 3c from our auction of December 3rd and would
appreciate your opinion on this.

If you care to remove any other comments or guarantees on the reverse
this is satisfactory.

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

BDH:E
Enclosure

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ =+ + -« « EMPLOYEES BONDED




Dec, 10, 1956,

Mr, Bernard D, Harmer,
6 West 48th St.,
New York 36, N.Y.
Dear Bernard:

Herewith the 3% 1261 cover as per yours of
the 7th. ‘

I signed it on the back as an "early rose"
not & pink, and I did not remove any of the other memos,

Incidentally I made a side-by-side comparison
with my reference material,

Sincerely yours,




Dec. 10, 1956.

To

Mr, Bernard D. Harmer,
6 West L8th St,,
New York 36, N.Y,

For opinion on 3¢ 1861 cover
"Early hose" .
from Pm]-and, He. NOV. 5, 1861 sesvesacse $3-50

A
prodiien ‘?-' ...



A po-d %

C.oNA. BNARS.

Jurk £. Muolesworth
Philotelic Dealersand Broks:

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts
November 28, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is a truly beautiful appearing 90¢ 1860 on which I
would appreciate your opinion with respect to the authenticity of
the cancellation. I fear it is too beautiful to be good and per-
sonally know of no way to justify the "7'" with any rate that would
require 90¢ or more. If this is bad, as I suspicion it is, have
you seen any others like this? If bad, would you say it is painted
in? Your usual prompt reply will be especially appreciated on this
item since I picked it up in an auction about 3 weeks ago and have
been quite delinquent in getting it off to you to be checked, before
making payment for my purchases.

I recently heard from Herst with respect to the withdrawal of
the 30¢ 1869 cover from his Florida auction. He made no direct
reply to my question as to whether the Philatelic Foundation had
withdrawn their certificate, but merely indicated that it was with-
drawn since the 2 good book bids he had of over $500.00 each were
withdrawn prior to the sale. Presumably both of these bidders got
wind of your feelings with respect to it, though Herst did not make
any reference to that himself. He further indicated the cover had
been returned to the owner and if the owner wished to take any legal
action it was up to him. From his comments, I would wonder if the
Philatelic Foundation did make any further inquiries with respect to
the cover or withdraw their certificate. Do you think that was the
case?

With best regards,

e
Jac . Molesworth

JEM/mlw
encl.



_ Nove 29. 19560

Mr, Jack E, lMolesworth,
102 Beacon Sty
Boston 16, Masse

_Dear Jack:

Herewith the 90¢ 1860 as per yours of the
28th, In my opinion, there is no question but
what the red marking is fr,aﬁinlent, and I be=
lieve that it is a paint job rather than from
any handstamp., In fact, it has every appearance
of the former and none of the latter, I know
of no markin; that is anything like this.

Sincerely yours,



Nov, 29’ 19560

Mr, Jack E, sworth,
102 Beachn St.,
BOSton 16’ l{;".s’l

Dear Jack:

Re = the enclosed 90¢ 1860, there is no fee
but you can refund the return postage.

I have carefully noted your remarks re - Herst,
My impression is that if he was on the level and
100% hcnest he would not be evasive but would be
glad to give you or me, or anyone else all the
facts in the case, I think he is a damn liar that
he did not have any 500,00 bids on that cover and
further that it belongs to him, About suing me
that is a lot of damn tommy-rot, he wouldn't dare,

Why do you let this fellow fool you?

" With regards -
3 Sincerely yours,



A.P.S. S.P.A. C.S.A. B.P.A. A.S.D.A, C.C.N.Y,s

7 iank BE. Molestuorth - 102 Beacon Street - Boston 16, Massachusetts

Dec 10, 1956
DearStan,

Thanks for your prompt reply on the items
recently submftted. Sorry my enclosing the #58 and
susposed #64 covers in the same folder caused you to over
look the former whichis returned enclosed am¢ you requested.

Also enclosed is your postage in returning as
you so kindly waived any fee. Are you sure you were looking
at my 3¢ 1861 cover when you concluded it was a Rose and
not even a '‘mear pink''? I was positive this was Pink and
sent it along since xx I felt it might even been the
"pigeon BlooH' It appears to me to be a better pink than
another @n stock which you previously okey'd and therefore

\ wonder if it might have been mixed up with another cover
which you were examining at the same time. Will answer your
__Herst & Hughes comments in letter tomorrow. Best regardq}ﬂt



Decg 12’ 1956.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston‘ > Mass,

Dear Jack:

: In Linn's Weekly, Issue of Dec, 10th,
Ceorge had an editorial, part of which was headed,
- "Published by Request" - This referred to a letter
from Herman Herst Jr, to Ceorge in reference to
the 30¢ 1869 fake cover, Did you read this? If
not, let me know and I will send you a copy.

Yours ste.,



Dec, 12, 1956,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beach Street,
Boston 16} Mass,
Dear Jacks

Herewith the 10¢ 1861 Type I cover, Who can say what
day date this is, I suppose it could be 13 = 15 - 16 or 18, but
more likely 13 or 15, However, I can only list this in my ree
cords as a possible, not as an actual earliest, As you know, the
earliest known use is the 17th and three covers are known used
on that date, This surely iz not the 18th, so it could be the
16th, 15th or 13th, I only wich I could list it as the earliest.

I have endorsed it on th(; back for you and if you think the notation
is worth the fee you can send me a check for $3.50.

Re = the 3¢ 1861 ROSE cover. Bernard sent this cover to
me last Monday and I again made a careful examinstion of it just to
‘bg sure, in good light, side-by-side with my reference copies and
saw no reason to change my opinion, I c¢an show you a near pink -

2 rose - that looks more like a PINK than the stamp on the cover you
sent me,

I suppose by this time you have my December Service aml
not;iced my remarks on the Herst cover and the Hughes cover, Nate
urally I will weleome your reaction to both,

Because of my recent illness we are not sending out any
Xmas cards this year but we do wish you A Very Merry Xmas and A
Healthy and Prosperous New Year,
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. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, woike the certified-mail number

iy

tach it to the back of the lette# a
#make inquiry.
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e




#2. m’. JaCk E. }blemm - Dec. 12, 1956.

Thank you Jack, for the postage,

Sincerely yours,
(I 87)



=

P
Dec, 17, 1956,

Mr, Jack E., Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16’ Mass,

Dear Jack:
I have yours of the lith returning the 3¢ 1861 cover of Portland, Me
and also your check for $3,50 for which my thanks,

I am always pleased to reverse an opinion when I find I was in error
and I was in error on the enclosed cover, My only excuse is that doubtless I was
full of dope at the time I examined your cover because of my illness, As I recall,
I probably did not make a side~by-side comparison with my reference copies nor did
I make a celor recording of your cover or stamp, I did remember it was a cover
from Portland, Me, and in my opinion at the time just a 3¢ 1861 cover with an "early
rose" and not worth a color recording, Several days later I received a cover from
Bernard Haormer, also from Portland, Me, and I assumed it was your cover and that you
had returrie'd‘ it to Bernerd and he had sent it to me for verification, All of which
proves that in this geme nothing must be taken for sranted, I try to follow that
rule but perhape find it difficult never to deviate,

As stated above, I am delighted to reverse my opinion on your cover =
the stamp is a PINK « rio question about that, but it is not a pigeon blood = in good
daylight I laid it side~byseside with my pigeons today and the difference is positive,
I also made color recordings and I have signed it as a PINK on the back for which I
am charging you a fee of §4.00,

Further, I am enclosing three color slides of the Harmer item (Portland,
Me,) which kindly return at your convenience, These are as follows:

FK87 = 13 « The Harmer cover - apparently in one of their auctions and
returned to them as "NOT A PINK,"
=00 - The stamp on this cover.
FK87 = 14 - The back of this cover with my notation,

‘e

I am also enclosing for your examination a cover with a 3¢ '61 from Bridgewzter, Ms. on
Sep 20 1861, The stamp is what I call an "Early Bird" - 3¢ pink rose of Aug = Sep 1861,
It is on white paper. I thought you would like to see what I call an "Harly Bird"
not_a pink, Return at your convenience,

Re = Herst and the 30¢ '69 cover. The following is confidentizl, As you
knowy he was in New York this past fall = He is very thick with Louise Dale and her
prince consort, He left New York and flew out here and spent a day with me, He teold
me that the night befiore he left New York that John Dale met him downtown and showed
him the 30¢ 2869 cover - said Louise had sent it down and wanted to ask Fdgar's opinion,
That he told Dale if Ashbrook said it was bad then in his opinion it was bad, That is
how I knew it was still in the hands of Louise at the time of the Herst sale in Florida.
Of course it is possible that Jamet or Lareski may have given the cover to Herst to sell
but I think he is a liar - I firmly believe he bought this cover himself in Paris - "as
is" = and that is the reason he owns it today -« I do not believe "the ownef" gave it to
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. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YT U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-3



#2. Mr, Jack E, Molesworth - Dec. 17, 1956,

him after the sale, That is a lot of tommy rot, If Herst was absolutely

in t he clear on this cover he would come clean with you and lay all the cards
face up on the table, but he does not dare to do this, I intend to write Jamet
but I wonder if it will do any good? The chances are that they are all a bunch
of crooks over there,

Thanks Jack, for your remarks on the 90¢ 1861 Caspary covers.
Lehman was here about two weeks ago today and he had his 90¢ cover with him =
Caspary Lot 186, Before that I doubted if he bought it for himself,. I have always
trusted Howard but something came up last week that caused me to do a little
thinking, Then today your letter came with your remarks about him, Rather jan odd
coincidence and I will wateh my step, I have done quite a bit of businesa%th him
in the past year and got so I trusted him implicitedly, I now wonder if I have had
him wrong,.

Re -~ the Caspary pigeon blood cover, You will recall I wrote this up
in my Service before the sale, I suspect that Buck sent a copy and kot a buy bid
on the strength of my remerks, Looks like they worked the old Aymy Game on the
buyer. That is why I apologized in my current Service Issue, I will never do such
a thing again, I believe that Barnard and Cole work very close togethér so Cole
could have been bidding forBernard against Buck's buy bid, Ezra never told me that
he was the runher-up, His right hand never knows what the left is doing, I suppose
this is very smart - perhaps brilliant,

With Christmas Greetings
Sincerely yours,
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SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

November 26, 1956

Mr. Stanley V. Ashbrook
Po O, Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your letter of November 22nd returning the two lots that I purchased
recently at the Harmer Rooke sale.

At your suggestion, I am sending the 10-cent 1847 cover to Elliott Perry, and I
have also asked for an extension of time from Harmer Rooke.

As you know, I have subscribed to your special service for about two years now,
and frequently you refer to items that were written up in past issues. I miss
not having these past issues, and would like some day to acquire them. If you
know of anyone who has the first 3 or 4 years of your special service, and who
would like to sell them, I would appreciate their writing me, or youk giving me
their names, so that I can write them.

Lot 58 in the Caspary sale, the "deep pigeon blood" cover, sold for $975.00. I
knew it was a rare item, and placed a bid for almost $600.00, and felt sure
that I would get it. If you have a colored slide of this cover which does Jjus-
tice to the color of the stamp, I would appreciste having it.

I am glad to know that the turkey arrived in ample time for your Thanksgiving
dinner. I wanted it to arrive early enough so that it would not be a second
turkey at the Ashbrook household.

It must have been a real day of thanksgiving for you, to have Stan, Jr., there
with you. My older son, Creighton, enters the Coast Guard OCS school at New
London on February 25th, so he will be with us this Christmas, and it will

probably be the last one for several years.
Slnjz;p / yOurs,

C. C. Hart

CCH: jm
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November 27, 1956

Mr. Stanley V. Ashbrook
B: "0Os: Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your letter of November 23rd, in which you say that Em Krug
purchased Lot No. 7 in the Harmer Rooke sale, and that his cover is sim-
ilar to my 1O-cent cover which you returned.

I have already sent my cover to Elliott Perry, and we'll see what he has
to say, and then I shall send it back to you.

I, too had a bid in on Lot No. 7, which was a 5-cent pair on cover that
matched the cancelation on a single stamp that I purchased in the
Caspary sale, and which I sent you.

From time to time I am going to send you various covers from my collec-
tion to be opinionized, and I would appreciate it if you would give me
the color on the 5-cent stamps, providing they are good examples of
colors recognized in Dr. Carroll Chase's color chart. I do not have
Ridgeway's color nomenclature, and do not know where I can acquire one.

Will you please send me thrge photographs of the 5-cent Augusta cover
used during the Confederacy.

7

Sincerely ydur,

4,
74
% ~ N

v

C. C. Hart
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DGC. 5 F 1956.

Mr, C, C. Hart,
_Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.
Dear Mr, Hart:

I have been out of commisgion for over a week with
an attack of pneumonia but I am now on the mend.

I have your covers and will write you as soon as 1
am able.

With regards -

Cordially yours,
Stanley B, Ashbrook



Dec. ll, 19560

Mr, C. C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.

Dear Mr, Haréc

At long last I am now able to return the six covers contained in yours
of the 27th of Nov, I made color transparencies of these and later I will forward
slides to you and you can retain those you wish to keep, I have also signed each
cover on the back, I was a bit reluctant to endorse the 5¢ cover from Harrisburg as
it seemed possible at first that this eould have been a stampless sent "5" collect
to which someone added a 5¢ stamp with a blue grid but after I very carefully ex-
amined it from every angle I am of the opinion the cover is genmuine and I have signed
it as such. I enclose a memo of my fees for the examination,

_ Re = your letter of Nov, 26, I note you sent the 10¢ 1847 cover to Perry.
Please advise me of his report,

Ile = back numbers of my Special Service. I have never heard of anyone
wishing to dispose of their back numbers, I believe all feel that because of the very
limited issue that they are good to keep, and are a good investment, I am going to
make up sets of back numbers for two new subscribers just as soon as I am -ell enough
and I will be glad to make up a third sct for you, The charge will be the regular
rate, I suggest you advise me the back volumes you require -« I believe offhand it is
the first four, Is this correct?

The pigeon blood cover in the Caspary sale. Please note my remarks re-
garding this cover in my December Service, now in the mail, Your comment on the sub-
ject will be much appreciated, The pigeon blood is a difficult color to record ac-
curately on a color transparency but I am enclosing a slide that I made of the stamp
which is a little too pale but a fairly good copy.

Re ~ the Wilmington & Raleigh cover that Krug purchased in the Harmer
Rooke sale (Lot No, 7). Would you like to have a transparency? I belkeve I have a
duplicate,

The Ridgway book. I imagine #t would be rather difficult to find a copy
but if I ever hear of one I will advise you, The last one I had was a copy I obtained
for Mr, Rust at a cost of $50,00,

I velieve I have some slides for you and I will send them just as soon as
I can find time to pick them out,

I note you would like to have three photographs of your 5¢ 2847 cover with
the double circle postmark, Inasmuch as I do not have duplicate prints I will have to .
dig out the negative and make prints for wvou, I am making a note to do this,

Due to my recent illness we are not sending out any Xmas cards this year



#2, Mr, C, C, Hart = Dec, 11, 1955.

but we want to wish you and yours a Very Merry Xmas.

Cordially yours,
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December 11, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Box 33
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I was recently in Washington and looked at the order
book which is on display there giving information in regards
to the 1847 issue. In Mannal Hahn's book, he lists the date
that supplies were sent to the various post offices, but he does
_not list the date of receipt, which I consider vital.

I want to get permission to look at the book in detail
but this time I saw only the first page. In several instances,
the date on which the first supply was sent and the date when
the first supply was received is several days later. For example,
New Orleans was sent their first supply on July 29, but according
to the records, they were not received until August 27. Chicago
was sent its first supply on July 30, but they were not received
until August 5. I want to look up St. Paul and see what the sent
and received dates are for the supplies there.

Occasionally you have sent me a mimeographed copy of
one of your Special Service without the photographs. If you have
a mimeographed form of your issue No. 56, I would appreciate having
one or two extra copies.

When I was in New York recently, my older son came to
the apartment with the girl he dates, Phyllis Rahm, and with
here was her room mate, Holly Slegeman of Fort Thomas. I told her
that you were a valued friend of mine and she said that she had
gone to school with your son, Stan.



Stanley Ashbrook -2- December 10,1956

I heardfrom Elliot Perry in regards to the 10¢ 1847
with the Wilmington and Raleigh post _mark and he tells me
he is to be out of town for a_while, but expects to return
the cover shortly. From what he says in his letter, I believe
he is going to find the cover genuine, but we will wait and

see.

L
( Ly
C. C. Hart

CCH:mc



Dec, 12 Fy 19560

Mr, C, C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut Sto’
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Further referring to yours of the 1llth,
I am ferwarding to you, under separate cover, two copies
of my Service Issue No, 56 of November 1955, These with
my compliments,

Yes, this is a small world, Stan Jr. went
to school with Holly Stegeman and knew her quite well,
Her grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Al Stegeman were quite good
friends of ours, The Stegeman family of several branches
are an old and prominent family of this commnity,

I note that you heard from Perry that he
will give you a report later, I now feel sure that it
will be favorable,

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Cordially yours,



Dec, 12. 19560

¥r, C. C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmt St.,
Kansae City 6. Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:
Yours of the 1llth received,

Hegarding the 1847 Order Book that you saw in Weshington
o Some years ago there was a collector and student of the 1847
Issue located somewhere down East, Offhand I do not recall his nmme
at present and incidentally, I never had any correspondence with him,
Rather then a studemt he was more of a scrap book compiler, that is, he
cut out and put in serap books all the published data he could find cn
the fortyesevens, What articles he could not acquire he had photostate
made such as data in Perry's "Pat Paragraphs,"

anyhieeolhctimoamupatmcumtwaycm
and included all his scrap books and yeference material, My pood friend,
the late Saul Newbury, purchased all of this reference material and pre-
sented it to me, As I recall, it cost him arcumd #500,00, Included in
the lot was a photographic reproduction of the 1847 Order Book, page by
page, Also a complex card index of each item, In other words, M, X
had card indexed this entire book listing the dates supplies were sent
and received, Thus I can refer to any office and in a few minutes have a
complete record for thet office of all the receipts,

BDecause the photographs were not carefully mde, the prints
(all bound) are gradually fading out, A few months ago I obtained
permission from the Waghington P,0.Department to have the old Order Book
microfilmed, Because of its value it required a special messenger to
take it over to the photoduplication divigion of the Iibrary of Congress
for the microfilming and eventually I received the film, I regret to
gtate that up to this writing I have not had the time to make enlarged
prints, but I hope to get at this at an early date, Such work requires
time because an exposure has to be made of each pope = the print developed,
washed and {ixed - then thoroughly washed and dried,

When I am unable to buy a rare book I send down to the Con=
fressional Iitrary and have it microfilmed as above, What I want is the
data rather than possession of the actual book, In this respect my
greatest trouble is the lack of time to do all the things I would like to do.

Whenever you wish any data on any office that received the
forty-sevens let me know and I will be glad to furnish some with little
trouble on my part.

I find that the name of the man referred to above was Dr, J.
M, Coopersmith, I do not know whot became of him, Apparently he was very



#2; Hl". co c. !M - D“. 12’ 1956.

methodical and careful in his mmpﬂins,uﬂmhismrkmveﬂmuj

' done, etcC., ctee

: I beldeve that my good friends, Theo Gore and John Pope
would be interested in the contents of this letter so I am sending copies
to them, : oo .

Cordially yours,












Nov. 28, 1956.

My, Millard H. Mack,
3930 Red Bud Ave.,
Cincinnati 29, Ohio.

Dear Millard:

I have been laid up with a very deep cold all week
and yesterday I was entirely out of cormission. I am
back at my desk today for a short time,

I apologize for the delay in returning the enclosed
cover, My advice on this item is not to add it to your
collection, no matter how cheap it is offered to you,

I am no authority on Locals so 1 am not prepared to
state positively whether the Frezer stamp is good or
bad. The cover seems quite odd - Why Rome, N.,Y, and the
Paid and how did it get into the hands of Frgzer for
delivery? I imagine one would have to do quite a bit of
guessing to explain this item.

I will adknowledge your other letter later,

With regards = Sincerely yours,



.S @.S.A.
S3a A\ axa

CONA. BNAYRS.

Jurk E. Molesnmrth
Plilatelic Bealersand Brokes

102 Beacon Street
Roston 16, Massachusetts
December 4, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0: Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your note confirming my doubts on the 90¢ 1860. Enclosed is your
return postage. This item came from a Stolow auction which of course is not the most
reliable source!

Enclosed is one stamp,on which I would appreciate your opinion as to whether or
not it has a plate crack at the top and if so what position, and 3 covers. One is a
deep rich pink which I thought might have a chance of being a pidgeon blood. The other
is a #58, 10¢ August, used in September of 1861 on either the 15th, 16th, or 18th. Un-
der a strong glass I am convinced it is the 15th and if so it is the earliest known
usage. Your opinion and comments on the reverse if you should agree will be appreciated.
The third cover, the large one, is I believe quite rare with a block of 3 of the 15¢
1869's. A customer of mine has asked me to send this to you and ask you the question as
‘to what you feel this cover should be worth at retail. I know you are generally most
reluctant to suggest prices on such items though of course will appreciate it if you
would care to suggest a figure on this item. He has offered to pay your charge for such
ppraisal.

I note your comments with respect to Herst, but I am convinced that he has not de-
ceived me as you imply. There is no doubt but what he has his failings the same as the
rest of us, but I would trust his word implicitly. 1In fact, he was in Boston Friday for
an auction and we had dinner together. At that time he assured me that the cover was
owned by a customer of yours and that the cover had been returned to that owner. At the
time I did not inquire as to the identity as I did not feel it was any of my business.
However, after receiving your letter, I have asked him if he would care to mention the
name of the owner and if so I shall be glad to forward it to you so you can check as to
the ownership. I don't believe he intended to evade the question I asked him a letter or
2 ago as to whether the Philatelic Foundation had withdrawn their certificate, and I
forgot to ask him about that in our conversation Friday. However, I have written him
asking what action the Philatelic Foundation did take and am sure he will answer the
question with an honest response. .

.

As I previously mentioned, he has never at any time considered suing you, or anyone
else for that matter, as any legal action is strictly against his policy regardless of
the situation. Anyone who informed you that he intended to sue you or was considering
such is a liar, and I would suggest you question the integrity and possibly the purpose
of whatever your source may be for that erroneous information. I personally believe that
the owner of the cover is probably the real culprit in that he either had the cover
turned down by you or was aware of your negative opinion on it before he sent it to Herst.
He probably was just as surprised as anyone else when Herst upon receiving it, knowing it
was a controversial type of item,sent it to the Philatelic Foundation and secured a certi-
ficate®on it before putting it in his sale. That he is naive, there is no question, but
he did attempt to do right by having it checked by the P. F. in which a good many naive
people still have some confidence.

o With best ds, ? )
R This (4 in stT" Nt weol T e O S, g o e M<vs (over)




P.S. In a J. R. Hughes auction in San Francisco last Thursday, there was a 12¢ bisect
cover used from Boston to California. I submitted a bid through my San Francisco agent,
but made the reservation that such bid was subject to your okay of the cover. Hughes
refused to accept the bid under those conditions and implied that you would not okay

the cover. Therefore, my agent did not execute the bid which was in excess of the $470.00
which the cover realized. Your comments on that cover will be appreciated.



Jark E. Molesmorth

102 Braron Street A
Boston 15, Massachusetts

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Q14288
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Dec, 6, 1957.

m'. JG.Ck E. lblesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

I returned the three items to you today, the 6éth, by Air Registered, Here
are some comments:

One Cent 1851 - a Type II from Plate 2. This is not a crack. Probably a
paint job by some fixer, PBeftively not a plate variety.

3¢ 1861 - not a PINK, but a rose, This is what has been called for years,
"An early bird," that is, "an early bird rose,” I would not even class this as a
"near pink."_‘

15¢ 1869 cover, With all the crazy prices at auction any opinion by me would
be valueless, Your opinion would be much better than mine - You attend auctions

and keep posted, I do not, Tell your friend I would rather have your opinion than
a guess by me. Also thank him for the compliment, Values are entirely out of my
field. .

Re = Herst, I may be wrong but I believe he bought that cover in Paris for a
song and that it is his property, Of course, Zareski or "a Zareski" may have given
it to him to sell, but that I doubt, If he has nothing to hide why don't he tell
you who it belongs to? If he was ¢lean he would lay all the cards on the table be-
fore he and then ask me if I thought he was honest, A person who is 100% on the
level = honest - never has anything to hide, This is not the only time I have had
occasion to question certain stunts of his, Writ ing a book with Zareski was something
that no honest person would do, .

Re = the Hughes cover, I know all about this - I wrote Hughes about the cover be-
fore the sale at his request, I am giving this quite a write-up in my December Service
Issue, I had Jessup request Hughes to read my letter when the lot came up, Hughes ¢
refused, Bear the following in mind: "When is a bisect not a bisect?" My answer is,
"When it did not pay the rate." Boston markeéd that cover as IINPAID, A tobacco tage
would have served the same purpose. I think you were lucky that you did not get it,
Hhy was Hughes afraid to read my letter? :

Am still away from my desk but believe I am on the mend,
No fee for the above three ii ems but you can refund the postage.
Sincerely yours,

Stanley B, Ashbrook.




STAMPS, ALBUMS & ACCESSORIES AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

U. S. AND WESTERN COVERS WESTERN COVER SOCIETY

COLLECTIONS AND OLD BUREAU ISSUES ASSOCIATION
CORRESPONDENCE PURCHASED COLLECTORS CLUB OF NEW YORK

APPRAISALS FOR BANKS & ESTATES AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION

g ED. S. McCONNELL

— STAMPS AND COINS —
2189 BANCROFT WAY
BERKELEY 4, CALIF.
THORNWALL 5-3021 Vovember 24. ]OFK

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

A copy of the U.S8. 10¢ green stamp of 1855-57 is
enclosed.

Would you please tell us your fee for your examination
and opinion as to whether this stamp is Type I or a trimmed
Type V.

hAe you will see from the other enclosures, the
Philatelic Foundation's expert committee is of the opinion
that the stamp is Type V trimmed.

With all respect for the excellent work of the Foundation's
comnittee, we are inclined to the belief that the "fuzzy"
gide details are the result of a gomewhat dry printing.
Qur amatuer belief that it may be Type I is based on these
factors:

1. That it does not show the "Die Guide Line"

at upper left that can nearly always be found on Type V.

2. Despite the dry printing and fuzzy details,
the stamp seems to us to conform to Relief C.

3. The rather adequate margins.

4. The NEW PAID YORK cancellation in red.
hile I have not as yet attempted to correlate the Oct
date to the probable year of useage, I have a sort of a
stong feeling that this particular cancellation was larcely
used prior to the perforated stamps.

7] ely fyours
'nclosures: C;
US 10¢ green stamp of 1855-57 : A O

Philatelic Foundation Cert. %7249
Retainer check {2.50
R turn envelope, registry postage.

5
P

Mr. Stanley 2. Ashbrook
33 ¥, Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky



Nov,. 30, 1956.§

Mr. Fd. S, McConnell,
2189 Bancroft Way,
Berkeley 4, Calif,

Dear Mr, McConnell:

Herewith the 10¢ 1857 as per yours of the 26th together with the P,F,
certificate. I can assure you that this is a trimmed Type V stamp§

The stamp came from Plate 2, and all the 200 positions on the plate were
Type V, No stamps from this plate were ever issued in imperforate condition
so far as known as there was no reason for such,

The earliest known use of a Type V stamp is May 1859, about two years
after 10¢ were issued with perforaticns, Regarding the red postmark, During
the period of use of ti#e Type V there was quite a large correspondence from
New York to Cuba and #he Type V is well known on such mail with the red New
York postmark. I enclose with my compliments a typical examﬁ@.e.

For many years back it has been a favorite sport for the "fixers" to make
imperforates out of Type V stamps.

May I thank you very kindly for your check.

Sincerely yours,
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. Rogecrans Ave.
La Mirada, California
October 18, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 No Fte Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

You may recall me from our previous
correspondence regarding a P O W cover from my One Cent 1861
collection. I have since extended my interests to include the
3¢ 1861 and would 1like to submit the enclosed copy for your
opinion.

I have the oppobtunity to buy this
from a local estate but can not classify it to my satisfaction.
The only knowledge we have 1s the #T74 pencilled on the back.

I can't believe this number is correct for it does not compare
with any scarlet that I am familiar with. If #74 is correct
would it not have to be a finished proof which somehow became
canceiled? Also, I suppose that at some time the eolor could
have been tampered with or the cancel faked.

If you can shec
~

unusual color for me I will be very gra
syvitroal o vi+ by vactatiana 4 . - - -~ A
envelope with reglistration postage for

Ce We Christian

ORGANIZED 1933 — A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION



Oct, 23, 1956.

Mrs C, We Christian,
14364 E, Posecrq.ns Avesy
La Mirade, Calif,

Dear Mr, Christian:

I am in receipt of yours of the 18th enclosing the 3¢ 1861,
This is indeed an odd shade but you are quite right - I agree that
this is not the {74 "Searlett" which was a trial color and was not
issued to the public, UThere are people who indulge in the "sport"
of chemically chanﬂ;zg the colors of our early stamps and sometimes
it is difficult to pesitively determine whether an odd shade is an
original color or one that has been chemically treoted,

I would like to have your permission to submit this copy to the
"Expert Commitﬁee" of the Philatelic Foundation of New York City amd
see if they could come up with a sensible opinion regarding it,
Further, before sending it to them I would like to meke a further ex-
amination myself, My impression is that it is possibly okay and is
merely a scarce shade of the 3¢ 1861 = I hope it is the latter because
if it is - it is quite rare,

I do not know if peroxide would affect the color btut if it is a
genuine shade it would not, on the other hand, if it has been chemically
_treated a peroxdd bath might restore the original,

I will hold the copy pending your reply.

Sincerely youre,
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14364 E. Rosecrand Ave.
La Mirad
October

n o

lr, Stanley B« Ashbrook
323 No Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you very much for your preliminary opinion
regarding the 3¢, '61l. You may feel quite free to submit
the copy to peroxide or any examination neccessary to
establish identity. I have permission from the "estate"
to have it thoroughly checked with an option to purchase
if it proves to be genulne,

I am certain it will be okay to send it to the
Foundation committee if you feel it adviseable. I do not
recall their charges for expertizing but if you will keep
me advised I will, of course, assume the expense,

I hope your first impression holds true and that
it has not been a changed copy for it 1is a beautiful shade
and certainly stands out among the other shades of #65.

Again, my appreclation for your help and hope the
findings will prove interesting.

Sincerely,

T s, e R

ORGANIZED 1933 — A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION



Monday Noon
Oct. 29, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
% Hotel Commodore,
42nd St. at Lexington Ave,,
New York &7, N.Yo

Dear Ems

Your registered letter with the five (5) covers arrived safe and
sound this A,M, I note it is postmarked New York Oct, 26 - (Fridgf) and
Newport Oct. 27 (Saturday). I suppose it got out here too late Saturday
for delivery as the office closes promptly at noon,

Re = the cover from Mexico Via New Orleans to Paris, The strip is
the "Indian Red" (Henna) and the cover is genuine, I have only glanced at
the other covers but they seem to be okay, Covers to Belgium with the 27¢
rate are good - the 24¢ looks like a brown lilac at first glance. A use in
Oct, 1864 for this color would be right,

I letter today from Fortgang mentioned he had seen you, Now Em, will
you do a favor for me? I am enclosing a 3¢ 1861 which belongs to a "elient"
in California, Will you please submit this to that "Expert?" Cormittee of the
Foundation and request the following information, Do not intimate that this

came from me, please. Fequest the following information:
1) Is this color genuine?

2) What is the color?

3) Is this a canceled copy of the #74 Searlet?
L) Is the postmark gemuine?

5) If so, whaot is 1t?

Request answers to all five (5) questions and if they cannot answer
1, 2, 3 and 4, do not pay any fee - have that understood., If they agree to
answer these four, pay the fee and adviee me and I will reimburse you, If they
are any sort of an Expert Committee they should certainly be qualified to
furnish the answers, but I doubt if they can. What do you think?

Incidentally, what do you think of this stamp? Inasmuch as it does not be- .,
long to me please handle it carefully - show it to Ezra or anyone else if you care
to do so,for example, to Bloch or any other "Expert" at both Harmers., In fact,
anyone you think would be capable of giving any sort of a worth-while opinion,
Incidentally, did you ever see a color to match this? Do not let Ezra know its
source, let them all think it belongs to you, If none of the "restrictions" are
perfectly agreeable to you it will be okay with me, what I am especially interested
in is answers to the above cuieries from the Experts at the "P,F,"

I hope you had a fine breakfast with Edgar Sunday morn, It was nice to hhawe
talked with you Saturday night, Beautiful weather out here, Dorsey and you were
here just about a year ago = Do you remember? .

With best wishes = As ever,



Nov, 5, 1956.

Mr, C, W, Christian,
1,364 E, Nosecrams Ave.,
La Mirada, Calif,
Dear Mr, Christian:

Yours of the 25th received and thru a friend I
submitted your 3¢ 1861 stamp to the Expert Committee of
the Philatelic Foundation, New York City, I did this
so that they would not suspect that it came from me, I
doubt if they will pass on it until sometlme in December
but I assure you that I will advise you promptly,

With kindest regards = ’

Sincerely yours,
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Dec, 15, 1956.

Mt". C. W. Christian,
© 14364 E, Rosecrans Ave,,
La Mirado, Calif,

Dear Mr, Christian:

Herewith your 3¢ 1861 and the opinion by the P,F, Expert
Committee. I had this submitted by my friend E. C. Krug of
Birmingham who happened to be in New York at the time (in October)
when I sent it to him, He never intimated it came from me nor did
he inform them that it was suspected to he a chemical changeling of
color. The cost of the certificate was $2,50 for which you can re-
imburse me if agreeable, I never made any chemical test of the stamp
or immersed it in peroxide because of fear that it might change it
to some extent,

_ Note the postmark, It seems to me that its rather faded
and fuzzy appearance might be due to a epgemical that changed the color
of the stamp, I am disposed to believe the Expert Committee is correct
in their opinion though I am not 100% convinced,

There is a person in Chicago who is an expert in making rare
shades of 19th U, S, I do not know his name but I intend to make ine
quiry, If successful I would like to submit this copy to him and ask
him if he believes this is a chemical changeling, I am a member of the
Chicago Philatelic Society and it is possible that he is a member,

I have a faint recollection that years ago I saw a 4¢ Columbian
error of color I thought would fool most any expert,

If agreeatle would you mind returning the stamp to me for the
~above purpose, :

With Christmas Greetings

Sincerely yours,



TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RaArymMoND H. WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H,WEILL

MEMBERS
AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET

COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK NEW ORLEANS IG’ LA,

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS‘N, LTD.

December 13, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Emmerson Krug was in here yesterday and told us
that you had not been in the best of health lately. We hope that this
letter finds you much improved and that you and Mrs., Ashbrook
will enjoy a very Merry Christmas.

I am enclosing a cover face which we have just acquired
from Willy Balasse in Brussels. Will you please give us your opinion
as to its validity.

With kind regards from Raymond and myself.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. Weill Co.

rgw:lc
enc.
airmail
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



Dec. 15, 1956.

Mr, Roger G. Weill,
LO7 Royal St.,
New Orleans 16, La,

Dear Roger:

Herewith the item contained in yours of the 13th, Just a
face -~ no evidence of actual year use - always a bad feature which
covers up a lot of monkey-business., This use must have been, that is,
the face as late as August 1873, I do not like anything about this
cover and doubt if any of these stamps were actually used on this face,
I would be surprised to find that New York used this exact type of killer
in the seventies,

The above is just my opinion = no fee,

I have been laid up for the past thrée weeks with an attack
of virus pneumonia, At first I thought I merely had a bad cold and did
not think it necessary to consult our physician, As a result the germ
got a good start, I am pleased to report that I am now okay again and
am back at my desk, a little the worse for wear,

Because of my iilness Mrs. Ashbrook and I are not sending out
any Xmas cards this year but we do wish you and Raymond A Very Merry Xma
and AgHealthy and Prospersus New Year,

Cordially yours,



ESTABLISHED 1928

TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS OCITY 6, MISSOURI

December 14, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
P. 0. Bex 31
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I received your letter returning my 1847 covers and
I am glad to have them back and to know that you have recovered
from your recent illness.

Re: 1Issue No. 56. I received the two copies of this
issue and I am sending one to Dr. Edward West of Atlanta who
is interested in Confederate Postal history.

Re: First four series. You are correct I am missing

the first four series and when you republish them, I would like
“l__ MM
very much to lﬁo-w—eeffee complete o,

Re: 1847 order book. When I spoke at the Iowa
Philatelic Society, I gave out a mimeographed lists containing
some information about 1847 issue. I will send you one of these
and at your leisure I would like you to list the date of receipt
of the 1847 stamp at the 35 various post offices. I have
obtained a list of the date the supplies were sent from Mannal
Hahn's book, but no where have I been able to find the date of
receipt except from the order book at the philatelic agency in
Washington.

Re: Ridgway. I would like very much to have a copy
of Ridgway's color dictionary and if you come across one any
time, I would appreciate you buying it for me.

Re: 10¢ cover enclosed.: Please opinionize.



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook -2m December 14, 1956

Re: Your discussion about items to be offered in future
auction sales. I have noticed that the few items you discuss in
your Special Service before they are sold in auction, invariably
bring quite high prices. Your comments influence my bidding and
because 1 consider myself an average individual, I expect it
influences most of your subscribers. I also suspect that most
of your subscribers are among the bidders who bid in three or
four figures.

I have thought about your practice of discussing various
lots and I do not know the solution. I have the following three
suggestions:

1l. That you call your subscribers attention to
several interesting lots, but do not make any
comment. If this practice is followed, I think
at least 10 lots should be enumerated and preferably
more.

or-
2. Do not discuss any lot until after a sale.

ar
3. Let each subscriber inquire directly to you
about lots that interest him.

There are advantages and disadvantages to all three
but I believe any one of them ase better than your present practice
of discussing only a few lots in a sale. ©Personally, I like to
have your comments before a sale, and I'd like for you to continue
it if you can spread it broadly enough so as not to influence the
bidding or if you influence it]only to a limited degree.

As yet I have not had a reply from Elliott Perry. When
I do, I will advise you. ;

With best Christmas wishes to you, Mrs. Ashbroo@x\and

Stanley, Jr., I remain,
Sincere /%7hr 3
ST )
-/ /A

C. €. Hart

i ' 7 £ .
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Deec, 18’ 19560

Hr. CQ C. Hart’
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.

Dear Mr, Hart:

Replying to yours of the lith, I am returning herewith the 10¢
1847 cover from Charleston, S,C. to Boston which I have signed on the back,
I note that this is quite a nice item,

I note that you sent one of my Service Issues, No., 56, to a Dr.
Edw., West of Atlanta, Ga., I wish that you had informed me of this intention
because I have no use whatsoever for that man, He is a very close friemd of
J. Hy Seruggs of Birmingham and perhaps in the same elass as that crook,
Note the enclosed memo,

: Re -~ the 1847 Order Book. I will be glad to give you the data you
wish at any time,

I have carefully noted your suggestions re - items that are due to
come up at auction, I suppose the best policy is to avoid any mention,

Re = the $975,00 pigeon blood cover in the recent Caspary sale, I
have it on reliable aughority that the cover was purchased by a Swiss dealer
whom I suppose represented a very wealthy Swiss collector, The story goes that
the dealer sent a "buy bid" for the cover, This makes me wonder if the Harmer
firm sent them a copy of my Service remarks? I also understand that our good
friend Ezra Cole was the runner-up,

Re = the Coopersmith sale. When I wrote you recently I was not able
to find my copy of the catalogue tut later I located it, Thanks for your offer
to loan me your copy.

I am also enclosing some photo prints, Return any or all that you do
not care to have and I will give you credit for same,

Mrs, Ashbrook and Stan Jr, join me in wishing Mrs, Hart and you and +
your family a Very Happy Christmas Season and a Healthy and Prospersous nineteen
fifty-seven,

Cordially yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

December 17, 1956.
Monday A.l.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Of course the mails are slow but I have had only a small box
registered with some Stark covers in it, no letter accompanying same. I
thought it might be the return of the covers I sent last Wednesday. I am
therefor wondering if they have been delayed. I sent you the 3¢ 1861 stamp
together with a 5¢ 1847 cover of mine that had come back from the P.F. on
Wednesday last and then on Thursday some covers from a Pelander sale. T
hope they finally get thru this Xmas rush. Until I get a letter I will not
report on the Stark covers, assuming they are that.

Yes, I read the erticle in Linn's of Dec. 10th. Of course I agree
with you in the whole affair. Here is an item cut from this week's Linn's,
which I think requires some attention. I attended this MISERABLE convention
at Tampa, miserable because of the heat. No doubt somebedy had an axe to
grind in getting the thing held at the hotel where it was. I cant write
the APS President because I only just met him and I know you know him well.
Besides I cant take sides because I have a big cafeteria there and dont want
the ill will of any hotel and also because some might think I was trying
to drum up business, since our place is almost across the street. Candidly
we have so much bisiness as it is we could not take care of much more. So
that's not the angle. But the APS conventiion should be held in not only an ai r-
conditioned hotel but one where they have an airconditioned convention hall.

I think the Floridan can furnish both. I know it is airconditioned in the rooms
for I have stopped there for years. You must know Florida in August is HOT.
T think maybe you will want to tell lr. Shoemaker about this.

Sincerelyi%%EEE;W’““/“

P.S. Since starting this letter the mails brought the enclosed cover from John
Fox. He asks $50.00 for it. What is your opinion? Can you figure out this
13¢ Hawaiian plus 12¢ U.S. rate? I cant. If you think it worth the price, and
if it is 0.K., will you sign it for me, after which I will remit to you

and to him,




Dec. 19’ 1956.

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - lBth Ave.’ South’

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Em:

Herewith the Hawaii cover, This cover is genuine in all respects
and I have not only sipgned it on the back but I gave an explanation of the
rate, Em, I think this is guite a nice cover and 1 worth the price, For
some reason or other, covers from Hawaii to the U,S. during 1872, 1873, 187,
and 1875 seem to be quite scarce, I suggest you read the Harris book for the
period 1870 and later, Further, this is a nice combination -« a double to
Cangda Via the U,5., = My opinion is, most umusual for this period,

In the Sinkler sale by Klein on May 17, 1940, Lot 17 was a cover
with a 6¢ Green Hawaii plus a pair of 3¢ green Bank Notes, I suppose this use
was 1871 to 1874, This cover sold at $77,50 and that was 1940 not 1956. Do
you not think that I am right - that this cover is well worth John's price?

I am making a photo and I will probably give this a write-up in a Service Issue,

Sometimes I wonder if the average dealer could explain the rate on
this cover, Uohn offfers this cover to you at $50,00, May I suggest this = Why
not write John and tell him you like the cover and will take it, but you do not
understand the rate and will he please explain it to you = that you are taking
his word that it is genuine, Do you mind doing this? It is the same old story -
Just because a dealer thinks a cover looks good he assumes it is good = and for
this reason the Zageski's do their utmest to make them look good. Why should you
have to pay a fee to find out if property belonging to Fox and offered to you is
genuine, Such a system is all wrong., The lurden should be on the seller not on
the buyer, The chances are that John could explain the rat@ on this cover but I
have a doubt about that, Do you think Ezra could? I don't, and yet Ezra would
have everyone believe he knows all the answers, Is this an unjust accusation?

Re - Linn's of Dec, 1l0th, You referred to the wrong item - What I re-
ferred to was Herst's comment on the fake 30¢ 1869 cover that he attempted to sell
in a sale at West Palm Beach last Nov, 2, He illustrated the fake in a full page
ad in Stamps last September, Just in case you missed it I am enclosing a photo
print, Herst is not only a crook but he is a liar if he claims he had two bids of
over $500,00 for that fake, He accuses me of putting the "Kiss of Death" on the
cover, Honestly Em, can you imagine such a brazen unscrupulous rat?

I will convey to Larry Shoemaker the ideas expressed in your letter,
but I have little interest in the A,P,S. = or any other philatelic organization,
The people who run such groups are small potatoes - small 2 x 4's who are far more
interested in Philatelic politics than serious philately, I have known Larry for
many years and while he is quite a nice chap he is a typical philatelic politieian,
WITH CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
As ever,

L]



TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RaymMoND H.WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL

MEMBERS %&Zéa.@/m

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 RoOYAL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEw ORLEANS I8, LA.

December 19, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Please accept our thanks for your expert opinion on the cover
recently submitted you.

Here is another one. When returning, please be sure to in-
clude a bill for both items - this one and the above mentioned piece.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. Weill Co.

rgw:lc
enc.




Dec. 21, 1956.

Mr, RO{_T,er G. Weill,

LO7 Royal Street,
New Orleans 16, La.

Dear Roger:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the
19th, I am pleased to report that this cover is
genuine in every way and I have explained and
authenticated it on the back, No fee for the
previous cover but I am charging you a fee of
95400 on the enclosed, This is quite a nice com-

bination,

Mrs. Ashbrook joine me in wishing
Raymond and you a ¥ery Joyous Holiday Season and
may 1957 be very kind to you both,

Cordially yours,



Raymond H Weill Go.
Rocer G. Weill-Raymond H. Weill
407 Royal St
New Orleans 16, La.

Dec. 26, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

m

Your letter dated 12/21/56

Check enclosed

)
“& %X‘\%%ﬁ

00

00




RAYNOR HUBBILIL

SPECIALIZING IN CONFEDERATE STAMPS

MEMBER: C. S. A. BOX 573 GRIFFIN. GEORGIA
A.S.D. A
A. P. S.
g Dec. 20th, 1956,
COLLECTORS
CLUB OF
NEW YORK MRS. RAYNOR HUBBELL., SECRETARY

My, Stanley B. Asgbrook
Box 31,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:

There has not been correspondence between us for some time
due to the letters which I understand you disclaimed. If that understand-
ing is correct, I would see no reason for letting that matter further in-
terfere with the pleasant relations which I always thought existed be-
tween us, especially during this Holiday Season. And I would like to have
some correspondence with you on the old footing, about the enclosed covers,
as that might be the best way to start some friendly correspondence again.

Was this a circular letter from Port Lavaca, Texas, to Saguine,
Texas, and is the podt mark January or June I861I? Then was it turned and
reused from Seguine Texas (?) in March 1863 to Virginia, previous to the
4LO¢ Trans-Mississippi rate?’

I would appreciate all of the information applying that you can

give me and of course. will,as promptly as ever,pay the fee. -

/ // A ;’J fi J
/Sihcerely,CiV’

Lo
75 SR ( \

\
\

RH:grh

|



Dec, 23, 1956,

Mr. Raynor Hubbell,
Grﬁffk], Ga.

Dear Raynor:

I return herewith the turned cover as per yours of the 20th,

I am of the opinion that your analysis is quite correct and I know of
nothing that I can add to same, except a few remarks, This was, of
course, a piece of circular mail unsealed from Portlavaca, Tex, to
Seguin, Tex, The month and year is not legible but rather than June 1861
I am inclined to believe that the use was January 1861, Of course, it
is possible the use could have been June 1861 and the clerk permitted it
to go thru because only one cent was involved, I am unable to judge
whetiher the postmark tying the 10¢ rose is that of "SEGUIN TEX" but it
surely must be because of the first address and memo at left end of the
turned cover, I see no reason to question this in any way, and as stated,
no fault to find with your analysis,

There is no fee.

Sincerely yours,

No PHoT=




TELEPHONE
PLaza 7-4460

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER,, Ixc. b i

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS RARMERSSLERNEWEGDRK
6. WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
NEW YORK 36 N Y RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
1 9 b —
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. I. AUCTIONEER STORITHE

"PRESIDENT R o ECTION
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA SES GOSEVEERCOLLECHC

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 18th
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue December
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1956

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing a 30c 1869 on cover on which we would appreciate your opinion

as soon as possible,

With thanks in advance and with very best wishes for Christmas and the New

Year.

BDH:E
Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

B earard-

Dire/ctor/'

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+« =+« « =+« « EMPLOYEES BONDED



b

Dec, 21’ 19560

Mr, Bernard D, Harmer,
6 West 48th St.,
New York 36, N.Y.

Dear Bernafds

Herewith the 30¢ 1869 cover as per yours of the 18th received
this A.M, and back by return Air Registered.

In my opinion, this cover is fraudulent, that is, this 30¢
stamp was not used on this cover originally., Further, the use was not
1870 but probably 1873 or 1874 - all the year dates of "70" have been
alteréd. Further, the original rate was 10¢, Further, as far as I am
aware New York did not use a postmark with "6" as early as February 1870,
Further, a rate of 10¢ with credit to Britain of 6¢ was not regular for
February. 1870, If you will refer to the second Knapp sale - 1869 section,
you will note covers from this same source -~ Castroville, Texas - with 10¢
1869 - some-of those in the Knapp sale were faked,

My fee for the above is $5,00

o I am just recovering from an attack of virus pneumonia, I
daught a bad cold and neglected to call my physician and as a result the
germ got a good start,

May I take this opportunity to wish you A Very Enjoyable Holiday
Season and A Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

Cordially yours,

REGISTERED

DEC 211956



Dec, 24, 1956 .

Hrc Bmd D. Ha!‘mer,
6 Vest L8th St.,
New York 36, N,Y,

Dear Bernard:

Further referring to the faked 30¢ 1869 cover which you sent me
last week, by referring to my records, I find that this cover was Lot 1779
in the second Knapp sale of November 5th, 1941. It is illustrated, It
was sold to Cole at $210,00, Further, I am quite sure that originally it
had a 10¢ Bank Note and that the actual use was unquestionably February 1874,

Years ago I made an extensive study of the New York type of post-
mark on this cover and a search for covers having it are scarce, My earliest
record of its use at New York is Decem + When the new treaty with
France went into effect on August 1lst, 1873, it is my belief its use was dis-
continued on mail to France, Thus we can account for its scarcity - in use in
all probably less than a year,

Further, I apparently advised Cole after the Knapp sale that this
cover was a rank fake and he advised me that he had returned it to Souren,
Later this fake came up in a sale by the "Cosmos Stamp Co," of New York on
March 23, 1945 as Lot #84, I overlooked mention that originally Cole bought
the cover for Moody, This same cover was submitied to Mr., Savl Newbury in the
middle forties and he sent it to me for my opinion, I advised him it was
fra“dulem.

Do you suppose that Committee of "Experts" at the Phil:telie Founda-
tion could have given you such a report? I feel sure they would have expressed

an opinion that it is "genuine in all respects.”

I would like to give this cover a write-up in my January Service Issue,
I have a photo of it that I made years ago., If you have any objection will you
please advise me by return mail,

Sincerely yours,



i H-R-HARMER, Ix~c.

LR e e INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS EaNESSES e
ARPRAISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
EROSATE & N SURANCE : Y RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

=i NEW YORK 36, N.Y.
DIRECTORS
H: R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
F.T. BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY AL OROIESIENEVIE ONDIS TR EEIEREOND O NS PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT COLLECTION

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. O, Box 31 26th

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue December
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 1956
Dear Stan:

Many thanks for your letters of December 21st with the faked 1869 cover and
of December 24th, both of which arrived yesterday.

I am enclosing my check for $5.00 for your opinion and appreciate the very
complete information supplied in the two letters.
CASTROV LLE (Pov =

concerns your request to write up this cover™in the January Ser sue,
this if of course your privilege and I am quite happy to go along with the idea.
However as this cover was sent to us by a vendor and in view of some of the
information which you gave me in your letter, I would very much appreciate
it if you could refrain from mentioning that the cover had just been submitted
to you. I was thinking that possibly you could have been running through
photographs of your 1869 covers and discovered this one as worthy of an in-
teresting story and report.

Naturally this is only a request on my part merely to prevent any possible
screaming on the part of the vendor.

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC.

@M’ :

—
Director///
/

BDH:E
Enclosure - Check

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ + + + -« EMPLOYEES BONDED




g/%ST/?O\//LLE—‘

Dec. 24, 1956, . AT

" Mr, Ezra D, Cole, 50 /
lyack, C%
N.I.

.Dear Egras

No doubt you remember the fake 30¢ 1269
cover - of Castroville, Texas that you bourht for
Moody in the Knapp Sale = Lot 1779 - $210,00, amd which
you returned to Scuren, Later it came up in a sale by
the Cosmos Stamp Co, in March 1945, - Buyer unknown,
Last week it was sent to me by Bernard Harmer for my
opinion, I made a color slide and a good photo, As you
will recall, the actual use was Feb., 1874 but some faker

- removed a 10¢ Pank Note and changed the year-dates from

"IL" to "70." In the Cosmos Sale you boucht the Castroville
with the 10¢ 1869, Do you remember?

Yours ete.,

X

Copy to E, C, Krug



Dec, 24, 1956,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N,Y,

Dear Ezra:

I enclose a copy of a letter to Bernard which please treat in confidence,
He sent me at my request a photo of the cover - the 10¢ '69 to France which sold at
$210,00, I wonder if anyone in the Harmer office can explain the rate? Of course,
the illustration in the catalogue is incomplete but do you know why atl@l¢ '69 is on
this cover? If you wish I will send you a photo print of it, made from his photo.
Who wrote the catalogue descriptions for the last Caspary sale?

Re = your letter of the 20th, Yes, there was an error in my letter re -
the odd 3¢ 1861, It should have read that the stamp was sent to me for my opinion,
The owner wanted to know if it was a used "scarlett.," You are quite correct about
"cancelled" copies rather thah used copies, I am quite sure that no such "golor
trials" were ever issuegf

Thanks Ez, for your remarks on the $975.00 pigeon in the Caspary sale,
Someone told me that they were positive that you weee the runner-up, This was right
after the sale and I regret that I am not sure who it was as I was feeling lousy at
the time, I made a memo in my catalogue, "Cole was rummer-up," I thourht there was
some funny-business somewhere because I firured there were actually not two damn fools
in all the world who would actually compete for that cover over $900,00, I still re-
fuse to believe such a fairy tale,

I note you read Herst's remarks on that fake 30¢ 1269 cover, What an 18 K
he really is. Such lice should be barred from decent philately, He is totally uh=
scrupulous,

Again re - the 3¢ '6l slide I sent you, This was a very accurate color
copy of the stamp which I suppose is a chemical changeling, However, I am not unmind=-
ful of the possibility that the Ftamp may be a "natural" and a very rare shade, I
never saw such a color before, I am sorry you were not able to form an opinion from
the slide,

Re - yours of the 19th, Thanks for the stampless cover, This is quite in- «

teresting ahd I have inscribed on the back, "Compliments of Ezra Cole - Dec, 19, 1956."
From Buenes Ayres July 27, 1863, Nice to have the enclosure, Into New York Sep 12 1863.
From the Argentine Via England to New York - with a debit in gold from Britain of £0¢.
This was a double rate of 2 x 45¢ with 90¢ in gold due from the addressee or if no gold
then $1,11 in currency, I like these depreciated currency covers, I note that gold was
Paated at 128 on Sep. 12, 1863 on the "New York §old Exchange," It loocks like the

Q, ollected at the rate of only 123,

N4

It is too dark and overcast today to form a definite opinion on the twé 3¢
161 covers you enclose, 80 I will wait until later to examine them,

Regards - Cordially yours,



Dec, 31, 1956,

Mr. Bernard D, Harmer,
6 West 48th St.,
New York 36, N.Y,

Dear Bernard:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of the 26th with
check for $5,00 for which please accept my thanks,

Re - the faked 30¢ 1869 Castroville cover, I do not know
if I will be able to include mention of this cover in my January
Issue but if I do you can rest assured that I will not give any hint
that it was submitted to me in reeent months, but rather that it is a
cover of record in my files,

Referring to yours of the 28th and Lot {337 in the November
Caspary sale, I can assure you that the cover is genuine in every re-
spect but why such a price? Please no&;,o the last paragraph of my
letter of the 23rd, and again why 10¢? This cover cost the buyer $210,00,
What was there about the cover that caused him to pay such a price?
I know, but does he know?

Cordially yours,



Dee, 17, 1956,

Mr, J. R. Hughes,
68 Post Street,
San Francisco 4, Calif,

Dear #r, Hughes:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 12th which I read with
much interest,

Inasmuch as I never saw the cover it was impossible for me to form
any definite conclusion regarding the gemuineness of the bisect, I never questioned
it, still I have so much fake material submitted to me that I no longer take things
for granted, I much prefer to make my own examination and draw my own conclusions,
And I might add that I do not place too much confidence in "background" evidence, If
it is easy to fake a cover it is also easy to fake a background, Do you remember the
Grinnell case? What a beautiful background was built up eround those Hawaii Missionary
stamps,

I mention the above for this reason - the Titcomb cover was regular in
every way, except- the presence of the bisect, In other words, a stampless cover = 10¢
collect from Boston = I thought it suspicious that the half stamp was placed where it
was on the envelope, As for the cancel = well such markings are very easily counter-
feited and the Boston "PAID" in grid is no excéption,

Please do not get the idea that I question the cover - my sole criticism
was based on the fact that Boston did not recognize the half stamp, hence sent the
letter collect, May I also mention that I have to be very careful in condemning an
item or in giving an opinion that an item is genuine, A mistake either way would be
.most unfortunate,

Finally I believe your conclusion is correct - that the elder Titcomb
fixed the envelope as some sort of a prank - copying such a use as his son had employed,

I believe that a cover with a bisect that was recognized at both receiv-
ing offices and delivery offices is the most desirable, Second best is a cover where
the bisect was recognized at the office of mailing but marked Due at the office of
delivery,

When is a bisect not a bisect? When its use was not recognized at either
office, In the case of the Titcomb cover have we any evidence that San Francisco
collected 10¢? How do we know whether or not they permitted it to go thru as fully
paid?

With Christmas Greetings
Cordially yours,

P.,S,~=I am sending copies of this letter to FEdgar Jessup and Dr., Polland,



GEORGE W. LINN
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. L l " " COMPANY ssf::f;l;:zﬁzn

CARL P. RUETH
VICE PRES. AND ADVERTISING MANAGER
Assocm'rz EDITOR INCOIPOIATED

PUBLISHERS OF PRODUCERS OF

INN'S WEEKLY STAMPNEWS LINN_ PHILATELIC PRUDUGIS
NSl e ~Sidney, Ohio, USA—

GEORGE W. LINN PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY: HOWEY-IN-THE-HILLS
EDITOR FLORIDA

Dec. 26, 1956

Dear Stanley:-

I m snowed under. If you noticed my mixture advt. in Dec. 24th paper
I can tell you that to this morning I have had 790 orders at $5.10 each and
I had but 100 lots to sell. Imagine my having to return remittance for
perhaps 1000 orders more than I can supply. Already 690 and more coming
every mail, Does advertising pay.... 1t does in Linn's,

I am swamped now and trying to dig out but something has come to me
that 1 think you will like to see. I enclose a cover. It looks real enough
and may be., It certainly should be a forerunner of the Buchanan stamp.

I want to picture it in our paper and run an article on it in search of
a duplicate if in existence. I think you will want a photo of it, so if you
do, please make one extra and charge me for it and I will not have to send
the cover to Sidney. If you care to comment on it will be glad to print

your remarks.

Anyhow, please return it and the two Foundation papers with it. Here
is one that they had to pass up.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and everything, but I got to close and

get to worke.
Cordially,’}Zwﬁﬁéz/%i/(><;(47
. A AAAR

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS



Dec., 29, 1956,

Mr, George W, Linn,
HOWEY=IN-THE=HILLS,
Florida,

Dear George:

Thanks very much for yours of the 26th with the Baltimore cover,
I made a regular photo of it and I will send you a print later, I also re-
turn the P,F, certificates and I note the Committee declined to pass on it,
That is good = when in doubt = refrain from guessing, George, on an item
such as this I charge a fee of from $5,00 to $10,00 but if the cover belong=-
ed to you I would not charge you anything, When you write up the cover you
could mention that the Committee declined to give an opinion which was the
sensible thing to do, You may be able to turn up a duplicate but I would be
very much surprised if you did,

Congratulations on the sucecess of your advertisement, MNost
- amazing, ;

Strictly confidential, I enclose a copy of a letter that I re-
ceived from Herst, Please compare this with the letter he wrote you and
which you quoted in a recent editorial, What do you think? What would my
friends think if I enrolled him as a subscriber to my Service? How could any-
one imagine that a 30¢ 1269 cover that cost $30,00 could possibly be genuine?

With all good wishes to Mrs, Linn and you for A Happy & Prosperous
New Year,

Cordially yours,

P,S,~=1 am sending you herewith, with my compliments a golor transparency that
I mede of the enclosed cover, I charge $1,50 each for making such slides,




Re - the Baltimore stampless, submitted by George Linn - his letter Dec. 26, 1956,

Is this a Postmaster Provisional?

This is a dark brown envelope with nothing on back - the postmark dated "APR 9"
with no evidence of the year use (see photograph).

Most noticeable is the following feature - the postmark is in a faint blue, whereas
the handstamped "PAID" and encircled "5" are in a very dark blue, In my opinion,
all three markings are genuine, There is no actual evidence apparent to me that
this is other than a prepaid stampless cover with the postage charged to Box 258,
The manuscript "Paid - 258" is surely in the same handwriting and also in the same
ink as the address, hence this meant, charge the 5¢ postage to Box 258,

There is no evidence that is apparent that the "J. M. B." "PAID 5" was actually
put there by Postmaster J, M, Buchanan or a clerk in his office, If this notation
"J, M, B, Paid 5" is genuine, one wonders why it was put there? OSurely the hand-
stamped "PAID" and encircled "5" was sufficient,

A P,M,Provisional is an item that was prepared and sold by a postmaster indicating
the postage had been paid in advance, Is there any evidence that this envelope is
in that class? Was this envelope handstamped in a very dark blue "PAID" and "5"
(encircled) and did Postmaster Buchanan sign it "J,M,B. - Paid 5" as further
evidence of payment received by him? And was this unused envelope then sold to? for
future use? The only bit of evidence that might indicate this is the fact that the
handstamped "PAID" and "5" are in a very dark blue, whereas the postmark is in a
very faint blue., This might indicate that the postmark was not applied at the same
time as the "PAID" but later, However, if such was the case, why did the addressor
put on the face "Paid - 258," In other words, "Paid - charge postage to Box 258,"

One can take their choice of the two solutions but it is my opinion this is merely a
Paid stampless and not a Postmaster Provisional,

Dec. 29, 1956 Stanley B. Ashbrook



Re - the laltimore stampless, submitted by George linn - his letter Dec. 26, 1956,

Is this a Postmaster Provisional?
This is a dark brown envelope with nothing on back - the postmark dated "APR 9"

with ne evidence of the year use (see photograph).

Most noticeable is the following feature - the postmark is in a faint blue, whereas
the handstamped "PAIB" znd encircled "5" are in a very dark blue. In my opinion,
all three mariings are genuine, There is no actual evidence apparent to me that
this is other than a prepaid stampless cover with the postage charged toc Box 258,
The manuscript "Paid - 258" is surely in the same handwriting and alsoc in the same
ink as the address, hence this meant, charge the 5¢ postage to Bax 258,

There is no evidence that is apparent that the "J, M. B." "PAID 5" was actually
put there by Postmester J, M, Buchanan or a clerk in his office, If this notation
"J, M, B, Paid 5" is genuine, one wonders why it was put there? Surely the hand=-
stamped "PAID" and encircled "5" was suificient,

A P,M,Provisional ie an item that was prepared and sold by a postmaster indicating
the postage had been paid in advance, Is there any evidence that this envelope is
in that class? Was this envelope handstemped in a very dark blue "PAID" and "5"
(encircled) and did Postmaster Buchanan sign it "J,M,B, = Paid 5" as further
evidence of payment received by him? And was this unused envelops then sold to? for
future use? The only bit of evidence that might indicate this is the fact that the
handstamped "PAID" and "5" are in a yvery dark blue, whereas the postmark is in a
very faint blue, This might indicate that the postmark was not applied a% the same
time as the "PAID" but later, However, if such was the case, why did the addressor
put on the face "Paid - 258," In other words, "Paid - charge postage to Bax 258,"

One can take their choice of the two solutions but it is my opinion this is merely a
Paid stampless and not a Postmaster Provisional,

Dec. 29, 1956 Stanley B, Ashbrook



Lie = the Paltimore stampless, submitted by George Linn - his letter Dec, 26, 1956,

Is this a Postmaster Provisional?

This is a dark brown envelope with nothing on back - the postmark dated "APR 9"
with no evidence of the year use (see photograph).

Most noticeable is the following feature = the postmark is in a faint blue, whereas
the handstamped "PAIB" and encircled "5" are in a very dark blue. In my opinion,
all three markings are genuine, There is no actual evidence apparent to me that
this is other than a prepaid stampless cover with the postage charged to Box 258,
The mamuscript "Paid - 258" is surely in the same handwriting and also in the same
ink as the address, hence this meant, charge the 5¢ pcetage to Bax 258,

There is no evidence that is apparent that the "J, M. B." "PAID 5" was actually
put there by Postmaster J, M, Buchanan or a clerk in his office, If this notation
"J, M, B, Paid 5" is genuine, one wonders why it was put there? Surely the hand-
stamped "PAID" and encircled "5" was sufficient.

A P.M,Provisicnal is an item that was prepared and sold by a postmaster indicating
the postage had been paid in advance, Is there any evidence that this envelope is
in that class? Was this envelope handstamped in a very dark blue "PAID" and "5"
(encircled) and did Postmaster Buchanan sign it "J,M,B, - Paid 5" as further
evidence of payment received by him? And was this unused envelope then sold to? for
future use? The only bit of evidence that might indicate this is the fact that the
handstamped "PAID" and "5" are in a very dark blue, whereas the postmark is in a
vexry faint blue., This might indicate that the postmark was not applied at the same
time as the "PAID" tut later, However, if such was the case, why did the addressor
put onm the face "Paid - 258," In other words, "Paid - charge postage to Bex 258,"

One can take their choice of the two solutions tut it is my opinion this is merely a
Paid stamplesg and not a Postmaster Provisional,

Dec. 29, 1956 Stanley B. Ashbrook
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M!‘- MiCh&el Mille!',
26 South Calvert Street,
Baltimore 3, Md.

Dear Mike:

Re = yours of the 26th, To all my old friends, and I surely
class you as one, I am "Stan," I note you addressed me as Mr, Ashbrook,
It was, as always, nice to hear from you,

I return herewith the 3¢ 1869 cover., This is an umusual shade,
but it is, in my opinion, a wvery dark blue, no doubt the color that the
5,U.8, lists as dark blue. I believe the shade is much scarcer than the
catalogue indicates. The 8.U,S. lists the 3¢ 1£69 as "ultramarine" with
a quotation of 4LO¢ used and the dark blue at 50¢, Surely the stamp on your
cover is not an "ultramarine" nor a dark ultramarine," tut it is blue and
a dark shade of blue, I note the use was "May 29" « no doubt 1869 - so an
early shade in all probability. I see nc reason to suspect that this is any
sort of color changeling « natural or chemicel,

Re - the postmark, it does appear to be Durham but who can figure
out the state, I have before me an 1874 official list of U, S, Post Offices
but no such office was listed in North Carolina. However, Durham offices

ore listed in the following states: Ark., Calif., Conn., Ill,, Ky., Maine,

, N,H,, N.Y., Pa,There was a "Durham's, N,C."

o Ly :

: The enclosed stamp was in your envelope, perhaps by error,

Recently I had a Baltimore, Md, stampless cover submitted to me
for my examination and opinion, The questions asked were =

1) Is this cover genuine?

2) Is it a Buchanan Postmaster Provisional?
3) Was the initials put there by Buchanan?
4) Is the handstamp encircled "5" genuine?

That you may have a good reproduction of this item I am enclosing
a color slide that I made, It is an excellent color reproduction, Hold this
slide to shetrong light and view it with a good magnifying glass,

Incidentally, the owner submitted it to the P.F, Expert Committee
and they refused to give an opinion, Kindly return the slide - no hurry,
What_do you think of the cover.

" With best wishes =

V Cordially yours,



TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 9-6004

POOR, BOWEN, BARTLETT & KENNEDY

INCORPORATED
INSURANCE
26 SOUTH CALVERT ST.

BALTIMORE-3
MARYLAND

ASSOCIATE:
MICHAEL MILLER, c. L. U.
ESTATE ANALYST
INSURANCE COUNSEL

. [ @

Janmuary 7, 1957

Mr, Stanley Ashbrook
4 Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky
Dear Stan:
I was delighted to hear from you and thank you very
much for your cooperation in connection with the &-cent 1869,
I received your negative and took the trouble of having
- 14,(,%5
a g?int made so that I could study it more. The town post mark Fh;%,ﬁmv
and the rating mark secms to be 0. K..%ﬁow the trouble is, why ﬁ%&‘*“ﬁg
shougﬁ‘there be a manuscript notation! The intent of the pro- cu[jélo\
visional stamps is to provide for prepayment and if the sender 1£hf€24%
brings it to the post office it is sufficient for the Post Master ’édﬁﬂ
to-gég%the rating stamgfann the town Post Mark and stamp it paid. auatPuﬁz
In this case, why 1% it necessary for James Buchanazn to put his le
manuscript initikl! I cannot see any reason for it, Lﬁ%z7%%l
Enclosed you will please find a few of my covers for
your inspection and I think some of menuscript notations are
mostly in the handwriting of the sender. Enclosed pleace fina
"franked" envelope for there return.
With kind regards, I am.

Sincere.

Michael Miller

Ened.



Jan, 13, 1957,

Mr, Michael Miller,
26 South Calvert St.,
. Baltimore 3, Md.

Dear Mike:
" Thanks very meh for yours of the 7th.
Herewith I am returning your five stamp-
less covers and I am also sending you for your
future reference, a photo primt of the cover that

was submitted to me. Accept this with my eompli-
mentse :

I zm in agreement with your comment on
this cover., It is my opinion, that the cover was
nothing more than a prepaid stampless.

With all good wishes =

Cordially yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

December 20, 1956.
Thursday A.M.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Cole has just sent me these three lots which came from the Siegel
sale of the 18th. Lots L7 @ $140.00 being the 5¢ 1847 Brunswich, Me. cover.
The Black Jack was $7.75 and the 30¢ 5¢ 1861 was $9.00.

-Re BRUNSWICK Me GCriss Goss In Red—

My purpose in sending them is this.. He writes that the \§¢ 18L7

cover-and I quote-"You will note there is a figure 10 under the postage

stamp in lot 47 but I think this was just struck on the envelope before the
stamp was stuck on it by the postmaster. The cover is good as gold." Unquote.
ey CRres GRS 1n,. BLACK,

) I send with it a similar cover bought from you August 5, 1955 for
$250.00 and signed by you from the Stark collection. I do this to help you
decide about this cover for it is the same handwriting, note the"New York City".
I want this new one signed also if you say it is good and before I pay off.

I had this one out here to see but still dont see the "1O" he is talking
about. My check for that signing is attached.

A Since it costs nothing to enclose the other two I am doing so.
Nothing to sign there but the B.J. one looks like another Stark cover for
the "Prattville, Ala"on back looks like his mediocre printing. ligybe another
one of Howard's entries you sold him?? Ez thinks the 5¢ bf@b on the other
may be the red brown. Do you?

\{ T
e - Sincere$;;zgé;V4pA—f

Enclosed Lot 1L1)} Stark collection #250.00
Lot 47 Siegel sale 12/18/56

$147.00
Lot 331 " H L : J48/00
Lot 339 it " " 9,50



Dec, 27, 1956,

Mr. Emmerson C., Krug,
3008 =« 13th Ave., South,

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Em:

Herewith the seven Stark covers which I signed on the back,
Thanks very much for your check for $118,00 for those you kept and the
return of the balance,

I sent the 34¢ rate cover down to P,R, but he returned it,
I enclose his note which you can destroy, I will hold this cover and
try several others. :

I am also returning the other covers sent me last week,

rated at 10 collect - (unpaid) = then the charge box 89 was noted and the 10¢
stamp was put over the rate marking and the 10¢ charged to Box 89 « This is a
wonderful cover showing the criss-cross grid and its early use - also early
use of a 10¢ 1847, Rub out my pencil notes on face, if you wish,

10¢ 1847 - Brunswick, Me. cover In black - Ex=Stark - #1414 - I changed my memo
on back - This grid is not a double strike as I supposed but a regulsr criss-
cross killer and in my opinion yery rare.

Prattville cover, I do not recognize this as a Stark cover - nu number,
¢, However, it may be Ex=Stark,

L Again re - the Brunswick covers, These make a wonderful pair, and very
valuable, Do me a favor, When you have time look thru auction cats and see if

you can find any Brunswick, Me 1847 covers,

Again re - the Prattville cover - Note the Aachen is in blue, Up to
a certain time in the early 1860's this marking on P,C, Mail was always applied
in red. After a certain date - always in blue - Look up my remarks in & Service
Issue about a fake Waterhouse cover about a year and a half ago.

I sure was delighted to see this pair of Brunswick Me covers.

Regards, Yours etc.,



Dec, 29, 1956.

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 ~ 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:

Re - the Brunswick, Maine grid - Perry in
Pats - Ho, 3 = page 37 ~ Aug-Sep. 1931 described a
cover - 5¢ '),7 - as "invisible postmark” fine stamp

tied with unco form of red grid, the acteris-
tic Brunswick grid." Eunquotej

T have searched & lot of records but so far
the above is the only roference I have found to this
"%gﬂ_o_s_s gri¢." Chase did not mention it in his
1916 article andaafter going thru a number of auction
catalogues J failed to find such a cover or an off-
cover item, so it is up to you o locate such an item
or items lor me, Good luck.

Yours etc.,



Dec, 31, 1956,

H‘I‘. ROben Ae Siegel,
489 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear Bobt
If you are busy don't take the trouble to answer this,

Re = Lot 47 in your sale of Dee, 18th, the grid on this
cover is what I call the "eriss-cross" of Brunswick, Maine, and as
far as I am aware it is exceedingly rare, In the Stark collection
there was a cover with this grid struck in black and the use was very
early, viz,, September 1847, I note you stated that the stamp on
Lot 47 was tied by "umusual red grid," and so it was, Do you not
think that this was considered as a double strike of a ringless grid?
I suppose if this cover had been in a Caspary sale it would have sold
at a thousand or more,

With best wishes for the New Year -
Cordially yours,

G, &

|
L i G,(O, JW



Dec. 31’ 1956.

Mr, Hugh J, Baker,
3907 Washington Blvd.,

Indianapolis, Ind,
Dear Hugh:

Re = the eighteen forty-sevens and a rare cancel used on
the stamps from

BRUNSWICK, ME,

This office used what I call a griss-cross grid - ringless - I believe
that this "killer" has at times been classed as a double strike of a
grid = In the few examples I have seen in red, the impression was |
light¥y struck in a rather pale red, It is also known in black and used
as early as September 1847, By any chance, do you own such a cover, or,
in fact, a Brunswick, Me, cover with an 18,7 stamp?

I feel guite sure that the criss-cross grid used at Brunswick
is very rare, I intend to give it space in an early Service Issue,

With best wishes for 1957 =

Cordially yours,



DQc. 3&1 19% .

Mr, M, Hubert Judd,
Dalton, Ga.
Dear Judge:
Re = the e:lghteeﬁ%orty-am and & rare cancel

used on the stamps from

BRUNSWICK, ME,.

This office used what I eall a griss=cross grid - ringless -
I believe that this "killer" has at times been classed as a

double strike of a grid « In the few examples I have seen in
red the impression was lightly struck in a rather pale red,
It is also known in black and used as early as September 1847,
By any chance do you own such a cover, or in fact, a Brunswick,
Me, cover with an 1847 stamp?

I feel sure that the crisswecross giid used at
Brunswick is very rare, I intend to give it space in an early
Service Issue,

With best wishes for 1957 =

Cordially yours,



Mr, Philip G, Rust,
Route 5,
Thomasville, Ga.
Dear Phils:
Re = the eighteen forty-sevens and a rare cancel
used on the stamps from
BRUNSWIC! .
This office used what I call a grissecross pgrid - ringless -
I believe that this "killer" has at times been classed as a
double strike of a grid.s In the few examples I have seen in
red, the impression was lightly struck in a rather pale red,
It is also known in black and used as early as September 1*.
By any chance do you own such a cover, or, in fact, a
Brunswick, Me. cover with an 1847 stamp?
I feel sure that the criss-cross grid used at
Brunswick is very rare, I intend to give it space in an early
Service Issue,
With best wishes for 1957 =

Cordially yours,



Dec, 31: 19560

Mr. Theodore Core,
400 Brown Bldg.,
Wichita, Kans,
Dear Mr, Gore:
Re = the eighteen forty-sevens and a rare eancel

used on the stamps from

BRUNSWICK, ME,

This office used what I call a griss-cross grid - ringless -
I bélieve that this"killer" has at times been classed as a

double strike of a grid, In the few examples I have seen in
red, the impression was lightly struck in a rather pale red.
It is also known in black and used as early as September 1847,
By any chance do you own such & cover, or, in fact, a
Brunswick, Me. cover with an 1847 stamp”
I feel sure that the criss-cross grid used at
Brunswick is very rare, I intend to give iﬁé space in an early
Service Issue, 3
With best wishes for 1957 = 3
Cordially yours,



Tre
gvun&/\h D 1

dlelr—
Pen, 1, 1957

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive Street,
S5t, Louis 1, Ho.
Dear dJohns
Re = the eighteen forty-sevens and a rare cancel
used on the stamps from
i PRUNSWICK, ME.

This office used what I call a gcrissecross grid - ringless -
I believe that this "killer" has at times been classed as a
double strike of a grid, In the few examples I have seen in
red the impreseién was lightly struck in a rather pale red,
It is also k-nown in black and used as early as September 1847,
By any chance to you own such a covery, or, in fact, a
Brunswick, Me, cover with an 1847 stamp?

I feel quite sure that the criss-cross grid used at
Brunswick is very rare, I intend to give it space in an
early Service Issue,

With best wishes for 1957 =

Cordially yours,



J&n. 12, 1957'

Mr, John D, Pope, II1I,
8l Olive St.,
St. LQuia 1’ }h.

Dear John:

I am today forwarding to you Volume One of my Special Service -
1-1952, this by insured parcel post,

Thanks very much for yours of the 6th, re - the Brunswick, Me,
grid, I was reasonaply certain that this cancel was actually a ringless
criss-cross grid and 1 believe that it has been considered as such by some
students for many years past, however, after studying three different covers
I am now convinced that all are double strikee of a ringless grid. Two are
rather faint, hence a bit hard to study, I intend to write this up later in
a Service Issue,

Re = your mention of the grid on a Boston & Albany R.E. cover, I
am enclosing a photo print of a cover in the Krug collection = You will note
that this is in red and very faint, I believe this is also a double strike and
incidentally it is quite similar to the Brunswick, Me, I note that you are of
the opinion this is a single strike, Would it be too much trouble to send me the
two covers you mentioned and also the single so that I can make color slides of
each? I would also like to illustrate them in a Service Issue,

Mildred joins me in kindest regards.,

Cordially yours,




Alex S. Juliard
"Gceen ACZ‘GS”

Nacberth, Pa.
12.25,1956

Mr.gtamley B.Ashbrook
P.0.Box 3L

33 North Ft,Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas ,Ky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Thank you for your letter ofDecember 11,and
your kind offer to check my stamp.-

As the dot is quite heavy for a bottom row
stamp I enclose the item herewith, and thank
you for your exammnation,

Bo you have some items that could be sold in
my mail adles? I am looking right now for some
US #1 and 2 for a customer,could you submit me
some copies of these ?

With my best wishes for 1957,

Sincerely,

encl,



Dec, 31, 1956,

My, Alex, S, Juliard,
Narber‘th, Pa.

Dear Mr, Juliard:
Herewith the 5¢ 1847 as per yours of the 25th,

I made an error in my last letter in stating that the Dot
in the ninth vertical row of the left pane of the plate was more pro-
nounced from top to bottom, The fact is, it was just the reverse,
i,esy from bottom to top, proving that the order of tfansfer in this
row was from bottom to top.

Your stamp appears to be 99L1 but I did not make a careful
examination of it, as a positive examination would require time and I
would have to charge you a fee of $5.00, However, the guide dot at
left appears to match the dot on 9911, Because the color of the can~
celation is somewhat similar to that of the color of the stamp, I
would have to make a microscope examination to be sure that some faker
did not put that dot in the "S", I am sure you understand. You can
rest assured that the crooks have not overlooked such a trick.

Sincerely yours,




EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

December 19th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook,
P. 0., Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:
I did not see that story in Linn's,

I am behind in my reading. However I will
dig 1t up and read it. &

Sincerely,

EDC:mkl “ Ezra, Cole.

P.S. Enclosing a stampless cover. Please accept it
with my compliments. Rather interesting this.

Cast your eagle eye over the enclosed two covers
and tell me what they are,

merry Cér&u‘maé




i :“ o Lt e
Recelved from®IANLEY B, ASHE
P. O. Box 3

FORT THOMAS, .
e piece of ordinary mail ad
to EZRA D. COLE

NYACK,
N. Y.

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
0. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING oFFICR  5—10325 POSTMASTER.




Dee. 29, 1956,

Mr. Ezra D. Coley

Nyack,
N. Y‘

Dear Ez:

~ Herewith your two 3¢ 1861 covers,
Today for the first time in a week the sky cleared
and I was able to ecarefully examine these two
stamps, Definitely they are not FINK, but merely
the early rose of 1861 - what Lyman Seely used to
call - "an Eorls «" Always bear this in mind, about
a PINK « "when in doubt - it aift, By

A HAPPY NEWIEAR to you all,

Cordially yours
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/ BXNAPS.
Jark . Molesumnrth
ilatehic Dtler und Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

%, December 21, 1956
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

P.' 0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your December 17th letter returning my #64 cover. I was rather sure
that you had apparently mixed it up with the other cover as it is in my opinion an excel-
lent example of the true pink, such a nice example in fact that I had some hope it might be

the "Pigeon Blood". Enclosed is my check for $4.00 to cover your fee for signing the
reverse, etc. I am also returning the color slides which you sent on the Harmer cover.
Since both were used from "Portland, Maine" I can understand how you confused them .

Re =~ Herst and the 30¢ 1869 cover, I was quite interested in your comments that
the cover was in the hands of the Philatelic Foundation shortly before his auction in
Florida. He has never mentioned to me one way or the other whether the cover was at any
time prior to the-sale back in the hands of the P.F., though from the comments he has
made I would not have suspected that such was the case. The next time I write him, I
shall ask him if the cover was ever returned to the P.F. without making any reference
to your comments which I shall, of course, keep completely confidential. I note that
you still feel Herst is concocting a cock and bull story with respect to the cover.
Though this may be so, I still believe his comments myself as I have never in the past
once found him to state something that was not the truth. If I am gullible, my further
correspondence with him should bring that out. I am looking forward with interest to
the reply you may get from Jamet on the cover. There is always a great deal of material
of this nature floating around Paris and you may recall some months back when I sent you
a beautiful 24¢ 1869 on cover that I also enclosed with it two bogus 30¢ 1869 on cover.
These all came from Paris and it is quite possible that the two 30¢ 1869's after being
eturned by me to my source who had picked them up in Paris, were later resold to someone
lse who again returned them for sale in this country, etc.

I was most interested in your comments with respect to Lehman. There is no question
ut what he has money and is a constadfx%'fg?, frequently at very high prices, of extremely
hoice U. S. stamps and covers. However, I have always found him quite disgusting as an
ndividual and one who would cut any cormers he could without necessarily violating the
aw, etc. I know he would have no qualms about moving some questionable item to an un-
uspecting buyer if he thought he could get away with it without being detected. I know
f no specific instances to back up that feeling but have in general always considered
im one, from rather extensive personal contact with him over the past few years, that I
ould not trust any further than I could throw him. There have been several times when I

uld 4@ like to have attempted to throw him, but have resisted that temptation.

I personally cannot agree with the critic who disapproved of your writing up the
Caspary Pigeon Blood cover as I see nothing whatsoever wrong with that. Also, I would

(over)



b
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have considerable doubts that the European buyer, quite possibly it was Burras, had
any knowledge of your comments before the auction. There were a number of other covers
in that sale that, relatively speaking, went even higher than this one, as this was
quite possibly a $500 cover and merely went for about double what it was really worth.
However, there were in the sale a number of other nice appearing but not particularly
scarce U. S. covers worth anywhere from $25 to $50 that went for $200 to $300 each, an
utterly ridiculous level. I doubt Buck and Bernard were operating the old Army game,
as I know Buck was most reluctant to execute his bid on that item and was most disturbed
at the price he had to pay for it. I believe both would have been much happier to have
seen it realize only about $500 as the additional commission was insignificant and quite
insufficient to compensate Buck for theembarrassing situation in which he found himself.

. 3’

JEM:mr

enclosure



ESTABLISHED 1928
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TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS OCITY 6, MISSOURI

December 26, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your letter of December 18 and since I wrote you, Dr.
West has returned the copy of your Service No. 56 which I sent
him. ‘jéwrote K3 and T enclose his letter. From what he says
the year logo was in use in Augusta on March 23 1861 and I
expect that is the last year that Augusta had a year logo.

I wrote Raynor Hubbell asking him if he had any Augusta covers
used in 1861-62-63 and he sent me one cover apparently used
in January 1862 without the year logo. Obviously I am trying
to obtain some collateral material to show that my Augusta
cover was used in 1862 or later. rather than 1861.

When I wrote Dr. West I had no reason to suspect that he was
a very close friend of J. H. Scruggs, Jr.. To me he was a
friend of Mr. Hubbell's and being an M.D., I thought he must
be a man of standing. I really should have told you what I
intended to do with the extra copies of the Special Service
and in the future I will tell you whom I intend to send them
to before I send them out.

I enclose two covers which I would like for you to opinionize
at your leisure. One is from Wheeling, Virginia and does not
have the famous Wheeling grid. For some time I have wanted a
cover from Wheeling without the grid to go with my 10¢ cover

with the grid. I do not know whether or not Wheeling covers

without the grid are common, but it is an interesting item to
go with my 10¢ with the Wheeling grid.



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook -2- December 26, 1956

Unfortunately the envelope is damaged in the upper
right hand corner and I am considering having it restored. Do
you think this would be a good idea?

Best wishes for 1957, I remain,

Sincerely) yours 4

)

LAY
(3 e 5 Hap#

CCH :mc
enc.



Dec. 27, 1956.
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Mr, Cs Cas Hal"t,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:
Yours of the 20th received with enclosures as stated, I have

efully noted the letter from Dr, West and I am returning it herewith,
also enclosing twelve covers numbered 1 to 12 with 3¢ 1857 Type II

%stamps. These are all from the same correspondence and were mailed from

Augusta, Ca. in the spring of 1861 = many in May of that year., You will
‘note that none have a year logo, Bear in mind that the Confederate P,C,D,
took over on June lst, 1861 so that all of these covers were mailed prior

to that date. These are what I call "Use of U, S, stamps in the Confederacy
in 1861," If you wish to retain any of these the price is $2,50 each,

These show that the Augusta Post Office did use a stamper without a year logo
in 1861, The office may have had more than one stamper and in another they
did use an 1861 year logo,

Incidentally, Dr, West is an intimate friend of Raynor Hubbell and
both are friends of the drunken renegrade counterfeiter, J. Hubert Seruggs,
Jr, of Birmingham, Ala, It was because of Scrurgs that I received from this
same Dr, West one of the most semrrilous letters I have ever received, No
genggleman or a person with any breeding could have written such a letter, You
can, therefore, imagine my opinion of this man West, -

Herewith I am returning the Confederate cover with the 5¢ 1861 green
litho postmarked Augusta, Ga, Thanks.

I am also returning the Wheeling, Va., cover with the 5¢ 1847 pair -
You will note that I authenticated this on the back and fixed up the upper

righg. corner of the envelope. My fee for the authentication is $3,00 (in this
case).

: I am also returning the 10¢ 1857 - Type II cover from Doaksville,C,N,
to CanddaWeebt., This is indeed gquite a nice item,

We trust that you and your family had a most wonderful Christmas and
that 1857 will bring health and abundank prosperity.

Happy New Year

Cordially yours,



C. M, WEST, M.D.
Edward M, West, M,D,

Candler Building

Atlanta 3, Georgia

23 December 1956

Mr., C. C, Hart

Suite 1020 Commerce Building
922 Walnut Street

Kansas City 6

Missouri

Dear Mr, Hart:

Thank you for your most interesting letter and please pardon my delay

in answering, but it seems that the week-ends are my only opportunity

for working on the stamp situation, Mr. Hubbell sent me your foundation
certificate with the picture of your most interesting cover and I actually took
it back to Griffin with my opinion so far as the Augusta cancellation is
concerned, but he was so upset about his wife's sickness that I suppose that

he did not .give you this,

I have a number of Augusta covers with the double circle cancellation and
only in one of them does the date show (year date) This is March 23, 1861
with a U, S, #26 on cover., Incidentally there were several other George
Towns using the double circle canceller---I have Talbotton, Ga., and Marietta,
Ga., showing it, I will attempt to describe the other covers that I have in
hopes that it will be of some help.

U.S. #26 on cover double circle cancellation May 23 The date does not show——-
proved by letter enclosed,

Handstamped paids: Paid 5 dated July 9 (no year)

Paid 5 dated June 25 (no year)

Paid 5 dated Oct, 12 (no year)

Paid 5 dated Sept. 2 (no year)

Paid 10 dated July 28 (no year) wused over 3¢ star
die which was apparently ignored.

Paid 2 dated Dec. 12 (no year)

Express covers:
Paid 10 dated July 27 (no year) Also with adams
Express company round cancellation

Also used on 5¢ green: 2 covers with indefinite months--day of month clear, but
no year date

5¢ blue Jan. 2, (no year)

5¢ blue London print, single rate June 6 no year,

Now, there was another type of Augusta canceller used which was a so-called Baloon
type-——-I have 6~8 of these and in no case is the year date shown. In other words,
I have only one cover which actually shows the year date, Also, in every case I
have cited above with the double circle cancellation the logos are arranged so



that there is no room for the insertion of the year,

Further, I would like to say that in none of the other double circle
Confederate Georgia towns---Marietta, Eatonton, Macon is there a year date
noted, In my Talbotton Provisional there is a double circle cancellation
used which is Dec, 15, 1864! However, I cannot tell why they might have
the "4" that late, but I do know why they were using the provisional that
late--~for the simple reason that Wilson's calvary of Sherman's army went
through Talbotton and destroyed the post-office and that was all that the
postmaster had to use.

One more point, I would take some exception to the statement that envelopes
were not scarce even in 1861, The Dalton provisionals, so far as I can tell,
are all or nearly all on homemade envelopes and they were made in 1861,

I appreciate your letting me know about this most interesting cover as it
certainly does bring up some interesting points., I would favor an 1862 date,
though, as Georgia did not secede until about the 18 of Jan. 1861,

I am sure that this is a controversy that could go on and on, but I hope that
I have been able to give you a little ammunition.

Sincerely,

% (signed)
Edward M, West, M,D,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA
December 27, 1956.
Thursday.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

First, before answering your letter of the 24th. further,
I may have found an earlier dated than what the catalog shows on SUS#38.
ne date shown there is August 10, 1860.

I enclose three covers of mine of this stamp. Note that No.
2 is dated inside as July 2Lith. This cover as well as the others puzzle

ar“ me. In the case of No. 2 the backstamp of the New York BriPkt is dated Aug.

21 altho the letter is dated as above July 2Lth. In the case of the No. 1
the letter is dated Nov 23 while the backstamp of the New York Br Pkt is
dated Dec. 22nd.

62) Here we have: Letter insmde Backstamp London Buenos Agres

I‘K No.l Nov. 23-1860 Dee. 22,1860 Jan. 1861 Feb.26,1861
No.2 July 24-1860 Aug. 21,1860 Sep. 3, 1860. Oct.— 1860.
No. 3 Not shown Nov. 2L, 1860 Dec. 6,1860. Jan 26,1861

Haven't I given you enough evidence above to show that No. 2 is
a use of July 2k, 1860 for the 30¢ 1860 stamp?

.3 é) I am pleased to see the slide of the 3¢ 1801 scarlet. It looks
‘FIEQ n more colorful than the stamp itself. I eeally think this stamp had some doc—
‘storln or color changing somehow or other. A stamp as brilliant as this would have

© ﬁcar

en spotted long ago had there heen others.

About the letter from Ezra and the pigeon blood cover. This is
in line with what he told me over the phone that some crazy persion had outbid
him and that he had a crazy bid himself,

Re Casltro Vi lle Cover-

In re Lot 1779 2nd Knapp sale, I sat with Ezra at that sale. I
knew he bought it at the time for Moody. You however had warned both of us to
lay off all the 2L¢ & 30¢ 1869 covers in that sale. He has always contended that
that cover was good. Do you recall my 10¢ 1869 cover from Castroville which was
lot 1715 in the same sale and dated 1872. It is illustrated in the catalog. I
passed up all the lots of Knapp of those two issues.ééEbfact Teddy Bear told

me to do so. !‘Dlt (: C?r\/
In regard t # ;;? Caspary sale NoJ 6,1 cant of course explaln

the rate but it looks to me like a dupllcate rate of the cover from San Francisco
to Paris which I just have bought from Bob Siegel and which had the very

unugual cancel of Frisco on it. You must recall it for you wrote Jessup e® al
about the cancel before you approved it last month. Isn't it the same rated

cover as lot 377 above? I imagine you have a photo.

I hope you had a nice Xmas at Lexington. We had all our family
here together and a fine time was had by all of them.

Sincerely,

Fnclosed
Cover lot 9 Mercury 5/26/55 69.30

" " from EDCole 7/8/55 75.00
1t " 356 Harmer Rooke 7/11/56 36.00

180.30




EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

December 27, 1956.
Thursday A.M.

‘Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Lear Stan,

Yours of the 2Lth just came today. I hasten to reply in part.
That is in regards to Hawaiian cover I am returning it herewith. I doubt
if I will ever hear from Fox.

As you suggested I have read the Harris book about this
period, the twelfth. I note that he says the covers with the 6¢ Hawaiian
and the U.S. forwarding are rather rare. I am sending you some covers
from my collection that may help you in your write-up in the Service
next month, I mean the next month you intend to do so.

One you have seen before, the registered one with the 12¢
Hawaii and the pair of 5¢ Tylers. This cover and the other two are from
a sale by Kelleher of the Robert F. Chambers collection held 12/k/5L.
The above cover was lot 182 € $107.50. Lot 181, the 6¢ Hawaii plus the
single 5¢ Tyler to Hanover Germany was sold at $67.50. Then lot 183
@ $78.00 is the 18¢ Hawaii plus the pair of Tylers to Philadelphia. (Note
on the back in pencil that this is the only known copy of the 18¢ used
on cover to_U.S.) I wonder! I also include a cover with a strip of three
12¢ Hewaii 1 obtained from a Fox sale for $16.50.

I am rushing these to you and will answer your letter
later in the day. I want them to get to your office so if they are use-
ful you can have them.

Sinch:g\]_.y,
Enclosed: A T
Cover lot 181 DFK 12/L/5.  70.88
n n 183 " 81 g 90
1 " 182 n 123.13

L w71l JF 5/10/55 12,38
" No lot JF12/11/56 55,00
3h8.2



Dec, 28, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 = 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Re = the three 30¢ 1860 covers which I return herewith,
Consider No, 2, dated July 24, 1860, This was not the original of that
date but a duplicate sent a month later, Due to the many shipwrecks of
those days = duplicates of important letters were forwarded later to be
sure that she addressee received the advice contained in the original,
Note the heading of this No., 2 letter,

Cover No, 3 may have been an goriginal rather than a duplicate.
Cover No, 1 was a dupiicate of an original forwarded on Nov, 23, 1860,

The reason the duplicates were sent about a month later was no
doubt due to monthly sailings from England to B.A,

Happy New Yesr.

Yours etc,,

P,S.==fm § will answer yours of the 27th which accompanied the above covers
laters.



DOC. 28’ 1956.

My, Frmerson C. Krugs
3“)3 - }Sth A‘V‘e., swth’

Birmingham, Alae
5ear Em:
A

Tharks for seading the Hawaii cover and also
the others, all of which I am returning herewith after
making copies in colore

I want to get these right back to you, hence
I have not encased them as you sent them - my apologye

I will write laters
Heppy New Year

Yours etC.,
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Mr, Karl Jaeger,

2106 Ellington koad, /Q ( O
oy
]

Ya
Columbus 12, Chio, , I 3
w7
L)_

I am returning the cover which you enclosed and also the photostats, ] N G
First, let me state that I think the Robson Lowe price is ridiculous. No
gtamp on this cover has any particular value and the only thing about the cover %
is the combination of stamps from three countries, However, covers from Peru
to the U, 5, in the seventies are not in the rarity class,

Dear Karl:

I ap;ﬁiogize for this tardy acknowledgement of yours of the 20th,
I have still not fully recovered from my recent illness and I took it a bit
eagy during the holidays,

Re ~ this cover = The U, S, rate to Peru in 1872 was 22¢ per # ounce =
This rate was to the frontier and did not include Peru internal, W, S, share
10¢ (to Panama) = 12¢ British (6 pence), I am not sure but I suspect the
Callao postmark on the back was British rather than Peruvian -~ thus this letter
did not go thru the Peruvian Post Cffice, but was all British handled, It
appears that the writer had a supply of U, S, stamps amd applisd the 10¢ though
it could have been put on at the U, S, postal agency ot Panama, I suppose this
was first rated as entirely unpaid with 22¢ due at 5,F, and a British debit of
their share "12" - or 6 pence, which was crossed out when they discovered the
full 22¢ had been paid,

I do not recall that I have any slides of such a combiration as I did
not make slides of all items that passed thru my hands until within recent years,
I may have some black and white photos,

Re = the photostats -« the "10" on two of these indicate the U, S, rate
was not prepaid, hence 10¢ due at S,F, One one the 3¢ did not pay anything - it
was the full rate = no partial payments,

I regrettthat I apparently have no record of the marking on the Peru
green stamp, but this stamp was surely used on this covef,
»
And lastly may I thank you very kindly for your check for $20,00 for the
two covers enclosed in mine of the l4th,

I will send you a color slide of the enclosed cover later, One more
word - Note the S8,F, Carrier p.m, on back and the S.,F., address across the 10¢
stamp put by the Carrier - "36 Market St,"

With New Year Greetings

Cordially yours,







ROBERT e WASSERMAN
22, BOULEVARD LAMBERMONT BTUS*’SGIS, 13 Aung, 56
BRUXELLES

Dear Stanley,:- Maybe the enclosed cover will interest you.

See the writers remarks, checked with red .pencil, Need not

return. GWL.

Dear Mr. Linn,

I atlow me to intoduce mv-self to vou. I
am a student of 19th century U.S. fancv cancellationg
till over the last 20 years. I have exposed parts of my
collections at the Norwex and the Stockholmia and other
exibitions and have earned silver-suilt medals.

I have read with great interest vour book
about PAID-markings on the 3¢ and I come to gratulate vou
for the wonderful work von have wrote.

As I said before, mv collectiorn is specia-
lized in cancellatiops, but not specialized enough in p.i.
PATD'S to compete with american specialists. The cauSe of
it is the lack of material in Europe.

Neverless, I have some PAID-cancels. Thev
are not all on the 65 .but they range on the same issue, i.e
betwaen 63 and 101.§ I apolorize for mv small nowledee of
English. )

As I bought my stamps from oversea sources,
I have other material in hand, then vou.

1° - Please find apverd a rough drawing of a PATD 12 cancel
from which I have a cover tiing a 65 from Norwich, N.V.
and addressed to Darlington,Wis., La Fayette Co. The
Townecancel is datet from the 21/10/61. Shnrlv a postal
error, but very nice piece. The canced is black.

2°- I have on a 63 a Roman PAID cancel im red Iike vour
type X. The mire is on a stamp off cover mesuring from
the P to the I : 17Tmm x 9mm hish. From the "D™ thev are
only the serifs omn.

3°- On the 65 I have another red cancel, vour Jonic tvpe T
but the mine is smaller about from the A to the D I14-‘mm
with 54mm hish. I am absolutelv shure that this will

be not not a PAID ALL cancel, as the space to the ricsht
of the stamp .is to big.

4°- On the same 65 I have PAID in Oval. But this Oval is
very particulary. Indeed its measures 19mm in lerneth
and the high varies between 74imm in the middle at 6mm
at the ends. The PATID measures 13x4mm. RBlack and off
cover.




|
|
|

5°- Further on, always on 6§, like yvour tvpe VI circle, with
two bars below and above, my cancellation is blne.

(o)
o]
1

Your Fancv Paid type II, I have a similar on the 65 but
the Paid is between two parallel lines havire no side-line
the sides are open. The serifs touch the lines below and
above.

7°- Your Town-State-Date-Tvpes, I have on cover a 65 from
Northampton, Mass. The ﬁ%rcel is red and grranred as fol-
lowing: Above Northampto SPhen PATD 3 in a strairsht line
and below Jan. 30. in two lines. ILike the cancel illustrat
by Chase in his 3c book'on p. 332 fig. 190, put with the
difference that the Paid 3 in this illustration is on the
bottom of the circle and mvn shows the Paid 3 above the
date and is red.

Further I have some paids in Roman and Gotic letters all in re
but on 65's off cover, so I am not shnre that there are not
PATD AIL's. I think that red Paid All's are easier to find
then red Paids.

I lave to some circular New-York PAID'S with triple slugs inst
ad of a date in the center.

I told you all this, thinking that it may be of intterest to yo
to hear some comments of abroad.

3
May I ask you a question off all 3ther kind. As yvou has so =
nice Paid collection, I think that vou will know much more
than I regarding cancellations in Feneral
M’y‘ gy

A ———————T ST

I found recently a cover from which T enhloee a nhoto ~COPY .

I know that i¥ was verbidden to cut outt the die of an envelop:
pe but some times the npostclerks tolerated it. As ner the can
cels, they are black. The numerals omr the top left are in re
pencil, the 18 in red pencil +o; the 20 and the 22 in blahk i
‘ and the crossings above the 20 & 22 as well the big 22V are
+blue ink. I want to know, wy the New-York Exchange Office
Swrote on first a 20 and then a 22.

iThis letter was intended to be send by Prussian Closed Mail
ovnaving 30c rate ardxthen changed by Bremen Mail paving 22¢ |
FRate. The Exchange Offices has only to mark the credit and/on
gdebit vortions against the foreign countryv. If the postelerk
gtolerated (no mention is made from the contrary) the 6c, ther
ntthe debit portioms wonld be 16c and if a double rated letter
®38c, but never 20 or 22. If the postclerk charged by error
.&the rate by Prussian closed Mail, i.e. 30c, then the debit wo%%d
“pe 24¢c or 54c. Car vou give me an explication. If vou can't i

> Pdo please show this piece to a svecialist in order to met an

land Port and further 20c¢ 8eapostare, it is a total o

pa— ’4-——\_\

1 nneﬂ

P.S. Just I see that below the Bremen mail is an outcrossed 60. So this cover was doubl
There lacked first 4e¢ US in

O

ginfformationm about the different markings on this cover.
« Thankinmg vou in antiicipation, p
g = F Cny
o ours sincerely L
#‘¢ !
gm Al VYW/
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Mr. George W. Linn,
HOWEY=-Il=THE~-HILLS,
FLORIDA,

Dear George:

Last month when you sent me the letter from Robert de Wasserman
of Brussells together with the photostat copy of a cover, I was feeling so
miser%ple I laid it aside until such a time as I could examine the photostat,
I also noted your mention that I need not return letter or photostat, How-
ever if perchance you wish me to do so, please advise, Perhaps you will
recall that the cover was a 3¢ U, S, envelope -~ issue of 1853, addressed to
Prussia -« It had the 3¢ stamp of a similar envelope cut out and pasted to
the left,

- As the writer stated, the letter was originally routed "Via
Prussian Closed Mail," the rate for same being 30¢ per single (3 oz,). It
was changed to go by the Eremen Mail,

I think the most important feature of this cover was that it was
sent as an unpaid letter - The pestal treaty with Bremen and the treaty with
Prussia did not permit any partial payments - It was all or none - Therefore,
the stamps on this cover served no purpose = tobacco tags would have answered
the same purpose, In other words, just a stampless unpaid letter., I judge
that the crossed out "12" was the U, S, debit to Bremen of 12¢ U,S, for the
U,S, share of the rate (coklected at destination),

With New Year Greetings -

Cordially yours,
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Mr. M, C, Blake, Sa ( e,

11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

At this late date I wish to thank you for yours of the 1é6th and
21st with comment on the 24¢ 1861 cover, Lot 317 in the Daniels Sale of Nov. 2.
I agree that I believe we are safe in assuming that the stamp was not used on
the cover, I note that Dan had a bid of $85,00 on the cover, This seems odd,
or rather should I state rather crazy, Why should a person throw money around
in such a fashion? What sort of an age is this? That 12¢ '51 bisect cover
bringing $475.00 and a 90¢ 1861 cover in the Caspary sale selling at $2,700,00,

I enjoyed yours of the 7th and know you must have had a most enjoy=-
able trip to England, Yes, I read about your visit and Dr., Bacher was kind

L

_ enough to give me some %ggting details, S

o

I am pleased toﬁmpm that I have about reé%;g‘\but am st A bit
The misteke that I edygg that I delayed calling 88B doctor because I

had just a head eo aould lick it in a fewida

By the way, in the last Caspary sale I thought Lot 49 was a most inter-
esting Boston cover. What did the Due actually mean? Did it mean that the 1¢
Star Die was not recognized or that a carrier fee (to Boston P.O,) had not been
paid? Or third was the "1" (due) crossed out and "2" substituted, meaning both
were due? How can we ever know the answer?

I have a color slide I will be glad to send you if interested (EK85 = 5&.

With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



MALIRICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BRODOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

December 19, 1956
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I am glad to know by yours of the 1llth
that you have recovered and are regaining strength.

Shortly before the London meeting I was
told that a Dr.Barker (as I understood 1t) vanted
to meet me, so I was surprlseummenln-Bacher came
along when my exhibit was being mounted on their
racks which display 12 album pages each in three
rows at about eye level. He was evidently not so
much interested in postal hlstory,—belng inhibited
regarding all stampless covers,-as in fine U.S.
adhesive stamps of which I showed comparatively few.
He is something of a psychologist, as well as an
expert in United States and foreign stamps.

Why Caspary Lot 50 should go for $50.,but
Lot 49 for only $22. is a mystery to me. I should
like to see a color slide of Lot 49 (EK85 - 5), be-
fore trying to solve the ms "2" over "1", I assume
this was the Due 1 cent.(BPM,P1.38:670) which was
always for unpaid carrier collection fee in Boston,
surely not indicating that the 1l¢ Star Die was un-
recognized, as this was regularly recognized for
carrier collection whenused with 3¢ other postage.
Color of the "2" not mentioned may be black, in
which case I guess it was so changed at Providence,
1¢ Boston fee due plus 1l¢ delivery for Providence
carrier to show total to be collected.

I have had a virus cold the past week,
but penecillin has overcome it, so instead of a
Christmas card this year, I send here my best
wishes t9 you and Mrs. Ashbrook for the season and
for 1957,
Yours sincerely,

)\MW



12 Ice.
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Jan, 1, 1956, ga /e"

Mx‘. M. C. Blal(e’
11 Mason St.,
: Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

Please excuse this tardy acknowledgement of yours of the
19th,

__,_% Regarding the Boston cover in the Caspary sale, Lot #49.
I am enclosing herewith a color slide of this cover., In the

"Due 1 Cent," the "1" seems to be crossed out with a blue penecil,
N Ot-e What do you think of this? The slide looks like the "1" was
crossed out but the cover itself looks like the "1" was crossed
out and a "2" substituted, I wonder? This was the way the
IC‘ e catalogu__e description read,

ED I do hope you got over your virus cold and that it did not
06 get worse as mine did, I have not been able to fully recover

from my attack, some days I feel almost normal, then on others I
feel most miserable, I suppose my doctor recognizes this as he
still continues to call,

Thanks very much for your holiday greetings,

Mrs, Ashbrook joine me in wishing you a Very Happy and Health-
ful New Year.

Cordially yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

November 23rd, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P Q. BER 31,
Fort Thomas, fentuckye.

Dear Stan:

Yours of the 19the I sure will be careful with Edgar. I always
have been. Hdgar i1s always for Edgary first, last and always.

You could do a favor for me, Will you send me Colson's latest
bulletin? I would like to show it to Bernard Harmer. I will return it
Would it be too much trouble for you to send me Colson's bulletins
when you get hold of them? I would just like to read them. I have
not found a way to get on his list.

I don't want to v
burn up-in the mail beforddit got to you but you know how I feel about
him. I certainly don! 2Ree wlith what Colson saild about Caspary
although I know that CEFE had some faults, at least in my opinion
he dido ] -

1 am enclosing three covers I bought in the Mozian sale; also
one I bought in the Caspary sale. I cannot figure out the reason for
the "Due 1¢" It looks like it was crossed out at the end but do
you suppose someone tried to work some sort of a Carrier business here.

Will send Em the Caspary dope as soon as I can get to it and
he will send you his or my catalogue to copye
Sincerelyt@f,

~

EDC smkl
Encls



Nov . 26, 19560

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ezra:

Herewith the wovers as per yours of the 23rd. Quite an interesting
lot and I made a notation on each one,

A‘,
You are quite right about Edgar.

of Colson's rema 'bout Caspary, also one went
Bat™yn 18K S5,0.B, that“3bus® really is, He is just another
damn pervert wifp ho¥g W meelf,

glad to send it to you. I
ye me this copy,.

If you wish % se
do not get this

Re - the Star Die - It is possibl;\the clerk at the Bogiton P,0., thought
this envelope had been demonetized and rated it due on that account, De~
ficient postage wos charged double, hence that might have been 2¢ due., Thus
two possible solutions to this cover, but in my opinion it was an unpaid
carrier,

Am quite miserable with a bad cold.
Regards,

Yours ete.,



Jan. 3, 1957.

Mr., M, C. Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

Dear Maurice:

Again re = Lot #49 in the Caspary Sale,
Do you suppose the P,0, clerk thought the 1¢ Star
Die had been demonetized and rated this as Due 2 -
double deficient postage? As I recall, the cover
did not show a yecar use so it m ght have teen sub-
sequent to the Act of March 3, 1863, If earlier
and an unpaid box letter why wa:s the "1" crossed
out?

Rng'dS.
Cordially yours,



MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

January 4, 1937

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
B, 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

This Caspary Lot 49 is a puzzler. The BOSTON MASS
concentric postmark of JUL/25 in red seems to tie the pair of
one cent 1861 stamps, so the year cannot be earlier than 1862,

July 25, 1862 is an out-of-regular-period-of-use
for Due 1 cent., which has been recorded as an indication of
unprepaid carrier collection fee in Boston from August to October
in 1860 (BPM, P1.38:670, pp.138-9)., After 1860 until June 30, 1863
letters with unpaid carrier collection fee at Boston were regularly
held until addressee had been notified, or ‘held for carriérs{'fee
and sent to dead letter office (ZPM, p.ll3), so no logical‘réason
for use of the handstamp Due 1 cent. in July 1862(or later)is clear
to me. Framed PAID (BPM,P1.61, pp.202-3) in black is now recorded
PAID (631) to 9/19/63 and PAID (632) to 12/17/63, which makes usage
on July 25, 1863 a possibility;

How soon after the 30th of June 1863 it became widely
known that the caréier collection fee was not longer required is a
question; For example, I have three folded letters of a correspondence
from D.F.Faulkner in Boston to Francis T. Faulkner,Turner, Maine re:
wool etc. sent to Turner Mill. Each clearly dated in 1863 and with
red concentric postmarks BOSTON MASS(BPM, P1.60:992) of JUN/17, JUL/4,
and AUG/8, respectively, each with 1l¢ and 3¢ 1861, the latter two 1l¢
being unnecessary after June 30, 1863. This raises the question
whether the Boston P.0. clerk on July 25, 1863 had a mental aberration,
laid his hand on the old Due 1 cent. , which seems to have been out of
use since about October 1860, and then realizing that carrier fees had
ended over three wecks ago, crossed out the amount due.

Now that I see this crossing out in blue pencil, I feel

reasonable sure it was done in Boston, where blue pencil was in use



for corrective markings at that time: However, as you favor

reading the marking on the cover as Due 2 cent. and as no handstamp
to this effect is known at Boston in 1863, the clerk could choose
between all manuscript Due 2, large 2(BPM,No.597,Pls.33 & 39),
changing Due 3 cents. to 2, or what he seems to have done change

Due 1 cent. to a 2 by blue pencil. But what could the meaning be ? -

Of course the l¢ star die was issued gummed for drop
letters and ungummed flap for unsealed printed circulars(Thorp,p.ZB)ﬂ
Let us suppose that this cover contained four,five or six printed
circulars. By the Act of March &, 1863 that would mean prepaid 4¢,
at the rate of prepaid 2¢ per 3 Circulars, so the clerk thought
let's use the Due 1 cent. handstamp; but hav1ng applied it he !
recalled that by the same Act unprepald domestic mail was to be i
charged double the prepald basis, so he corrected the Due 1 cent.
to read Due 2 cent., allowing three cents prepald of the total 4¢
and charglng double for the unprepaid remaining 1¢.

This has run into a great length of speculatién -and
does it arrive anywhere ?

Here's hoping for your gradual but steady full recovery
and much happiness in 1957.

Sincerely yours,

mw@féu«\



Jan, 8, 1957.

To the Postmaster,
chn’ Mass,.

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing herewith an envelope sent to me by registered
mail from your office which contained valuable enclosures, To remove
same I had to release two wire clips hat had been used by some irre-
sponsible post office clerk to attach a return receipt, Kindly note
these wire clips and also the piece of the return receipt,

I am also enclosing copy of an order issued by the Washington

- Department forbidding the use of such wire clips,

The use of these clips in this case damaged the comtents of
this piece of registered mail and may I respectfully inquire of you why
such wanton disregard of the contents of a piece of valuable mail is
permitted at your office.

For your information I am forwarding a copy of this letter to
the Postmaster Ceneral and request that some action be taken in this cace,

Very truly yours,



MAURICE C. BLAKE
5 11 MASON STREET
y BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS
December 29, 1956
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:
Several months ago you asked to see the front of
a wrapper with single 5¢ and single 10¢ 1847 postmarked in red
' at Boston May 31, 1848 with brownish-red pencil "unpaid 5" and
large "15" following sender's direction "15 letters for the
S. Russell", addressed to"Messrs.A.A.Low & Brother New York".

At that time I was occupied with correcting the
! errorneous tracing and description of this item illustrated as
Figure 3 on the twelfth page of my brochure SCHEDULE OF MAILS
AND POSTAGES IN 1849, and also in preparing the exhibit for
the Society of Postal Historians in London for last October 10th.

Now I have the printed correctiouns to be applied
at the bottom of the eleventh and top of the twelfth pages in
the brochure, as in this extra copy enclosed with my compliments.
The insertions may be stuck down completely, if so desired, to
eliminate my previous rather unfortunate errors.

It is my suapposition that the "15" was marked at
Boston in accordance with Sec.34 of the Act of March 3, 1825 and
current Postal Regulations in 1848, and that in addition to the
regular postage "unpaid 5", Messrs. Low & Brother had to pay 15¢,

' 1¢ for each of the letters to be sent by the private ship S.Russell
to which the New York Postmaster was legally entitled when such
letters were forwarded by the U.,S., mails to his office for such
despatchl Do you agree that this is the probable explanation
of the large and most interesting "15" ?

I trust you have been in good health for the holiday
season _and that 1957 will be a happy and prosperous year for you;

Yours very sincerely,



Y.gR

~ Jan. 8, 1957.

Mr, M, C, Blake,
11 Mason Street,
Brookline 46, Mass,

Dear Maurice:

Re = your registered letter of Dec. 29th, enclosing the 5¢«10¢ 1847
face, and which I am returning herewith, I note that the Foundation sent this
item to you In March 1951 and my files show that they submitted it to me on
April 10, 1951, In substance, I reported to them that I did not like to pass
on an item where there is so little evidence to prove that the two stamps did
originate on this piece of cover, I stated that the "Unpaid 5" and the "15"
could indicate that "15" was paid on a 4 x 5¢ rate and that was due, And
further, I suggested that they send this to you for your opinion as to the gen-
uineness of the brown pencil markings. I note that they had previously sent
it to you, I am enclosing a photo print of the item that I made at that time
and which you may retain if you wish,

Here is the way I see this face - It was from Boston, addressed to the
I.qw firm in New York City and enclosed were 15 letters to be sent to China by
the ship S, Russell within a few days., Apparently these enclosures caused a
quad, rate of 4 x 5¢, of which 15¢ had been short paid and 5¢ was therefore due,
I fail to see why there was a due of 15¢ at New York from the Low firm for these
15 letters, Woiild this not mean that the New York office was collecting 15¢ on
delivery of this letter, before it had been opened and before the enclos@dilfé
letters had been mailed? Was it not a mere coineidence that the "15" which had
been paid by the 5¢ and 10¢ 'A7 happened to be the same number of cemts as the
n15" Jetters enclosed?

Maurice I am quite frank in stating that I fail to see any connection
with the penciled "15" on this face with the Aet of March 3, 1825, Sec, 34,

I suppose that when the Low firm mailed the 15 letters in June 1849
they paid the regular shoresto-ship postage but do you believe that they had to
pay in addition 1¢ on each letter? That I doubt, Did See, 34 mean that the
pos tmaster was entitled to a fee of 1¢ each on letters sent - this being an ex-
pense of the Department - not a charge to be paid by the publiec? It was a re-
muneration to him for placing such letters on a packet sailing from his port.
Why should the Low firm be taxed with this fee and why - in this case = should
it have been a postage due before the Low fifm had mailed the 15 letters?

I will welcome your corment on my interpretation as above,

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



MORRIS EVERETT ——
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Jan. 9, 1957

Mr. Morris Everett,

R.D. 3,
Fairmount Blvd.,
Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Dear My, Everett:

Yours of the 6th received and carefully noted. I am
herewith returning the cover that you enclosed, I believe that
the following features are correct:

Small envelope from Charleston, S. C,

Dec, 2, 1862 addressed to Sav o4
The encircled "PAID 10" and "10," (over? both Charleston marke
ings. Both in black, Handstamped "10" to left of postmark in
red(?) and apparently crossed out in black penecil(?). At center
bottom a red pencil "2," In upper left - "A,C,Less - Rebel
trooper. Envelope addressed to a Lt, Colonal at Savannah,

It is my belief that this letter was first handstamped
"Paid 10" at Charleston but this was an error and was corrected
by stamping it out with the large 10, I doubt very much if it
was first rated as unpaid with the large "10" and then over this
was applied the encircled "Paid 1DO, It seems possible that when
the letter reached Savannah it was handstemped with the small
"10" to emphasize that 10¢ was due on the letter,

Regarding the red penciled "2," This appears to be a
"2" but it may not have been, It is my belief that 10¢ was due
from the addressee but I doubt very much if any additional postage
was due, that is, 2¢ additional., An advertised letter was charged
2¢ but it was customary to merk such as advertised or "ADV" and
the 2¢ was added to the "10" and 12 given as the total sum due, A
Ship fee was 2¢ but if addressed to & port of entry it was 6¢ (as
I recall), In December 1862, the blocade was in full force so I
do not believe this letter was carried by water from Charleston to
Savannah,

Finally, I believe that this was merely an "unpaid" letter
sant by a "rebel trooper" from Charleston, £,C, to Savannah, Ca,
with 10¢ due, We have no proof that the red "2" was actually
postal applied or if the crossing out of the small"20" has any
postal significance,

May I thank you very kindly for the dollar bill enclosed,
I do ch rge higher fees but in this ease the sum is sufficient,
With kindest regards =
Cordially yours,
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October 5, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thamas “venue,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

I read with interest your bulletin which you enclosed to me in your letter of
the 2nd, and of course, was particularly interested in the comments on the
30c 1869 cover recently advertised in STAMPS by Herst, )

RN S AS NAP T AR TS EIAE a i

“'As I previcusly wroté you, I got in touch with Herst on receipt of your prev-
ious letter, and suggested that he check very carefully before offering it

@ for sale. As I advised you, he replied that he had submitted it to the Phila-
telic Foundation and had their certificate of genuineness,

Herst writes that the cover belonged to a big collector in this gountﬁ who
i may have received it through the original owner, or maybe from Jamet elf.
'/, I don't know whether or not Herst plans to withdraw the cover fram the sale, /

o
s he did not express himself on that point. Bwlw"’*‘"'

Hifi s o p e MR T S
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Jan, 13, 1957.

Mr, W. S. Boggs,
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 East 35th St.,
New York 16, N,Y.

Dear Wins
Yzurs of the 10th received,
Yes, I had an attack of virus pneumonia and I was quite
miserable for weeks, All the result of ecatching a bad cold and
: thinking it would clear up and no need to consult a doector,

I am returning, under separate cover, the Hawaii #7
her with my report,

Enclosed herewith is a photo print of the fake 30¢, 1869
cover that the Committee authenticated and as I understand, later
withdrew the certificate, It is a lot of damn foolishness to
charge a fee for an examination of a cover such as this and then to
use guess=-work in arriving at an "opinion," I use the term "guess-

work" advisedly because, if anyone on the committee hacd been at all
competent to pass on this cover, they would not have authenticated

; it, I have just purchased the cover from Herst for $30,00 and have
removed the stamp so that no one will be swindled by this "Zareski"
in the future, Accept the enclosed print with my compliments and
file it with your report on the cover, The Committee could have sent
the cover to me and paid me the full fee you received from Herst and
this would have saved the Conmittee a lot of foolish guess~work and

several of us a lot of trouble,

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,
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I-was very glad to have your letter of recent
date and thank youfor the newms contained there-
ine I certainly don't want to prolong this

' discussion especially since it is now approach-
ing an amicable conclusion so I will not answer
a couple of questions in your letter. However,
when we next have the oppeortunity to chat, we
can perhaps discuss the matter a little fur-
ther,

I naturally do nbt know what was in the mind
‘of the buyer of that cover when itwas o ffered
to_him for $30. Naturally, he accepted it,.

I know the name of the dealer from whom it was
bought but I have promised him that I would not
divulge it to anyone nor that I would divulge
his name either, He is just as sorry about
this whole thing as everyone else is and he
would prefer that his name not be mentioned in
connection with it and for that reason, I have
to honor his requeste.

I don't have the cover handy now ad I just came
back late tonight from ten days in Bermuda,.
I believe it is the bank vault as I locked up

A.P.S. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.



all of my auction material there and I will not
go there for a couple of days. However, you have
bought yourself the cover at $30 as agreed and

I will send it slong within the next week or so
as soon as I have it. Whatever disposition you
wish to make of it 1s yours but you willat
least get almost your cost out of the stamp if
you take it off the cover,: :

I will be glad to see copies of yourservice if
you wouldcare to send some past numbers alonge
Meanwhile if you find that you can accommodate
a new subscriber, don't bother to remit but let
me send you the difference between the $30 and
your annual fee, You will hear from me shortly
just as soon as I can forward the cover.

e

‘



HERMAN HERST; JR.

SHRUB OAK, N.Y.

Jane 7, 1957

to put it briefly . . .

was the subject of so much correspondence between us.
It is the last that I hope I will have seen of the
cover for a good long time and I gladly entrust it to
y our hands to assure that it re ver makes any more
trouble in the future. With all best wishes, I am



Jano 13’ 19570

Mr, Herman iBerst, dr.;
Shrub Oak, N,Y,

Pat -

I am in receipt of yours of the 7th enclosing the faked 30¢ 1869
cover, Under separate cover, I am forwarding to you sample copies of my
"Special Service" for October, November and December 1956, Kindly return
at your convenience,

I heve very carefully noted your remarks of the 7th, and I am ac-
cepting your word that you regret very much ever having offered the 1869
cover, In my October Service Issue I explained in detail why this cover
was originally a stampless cover and how the markings prove that fact,
You will note some comments in these isgues which are not highly complimentary
to you but when you associated your name with one of the worst criminals in
philately you certainly laid yourself wide open,

-It was my guess that on your last trip to Paris you purchased this
cover from M, Jamet, I recall that you stated that the owner was a friend
of mine, If Jamet was the owner, I would hardly class him as a friend but
rather as a Paris dealer who has in the past submitted items to me for my
opinion, I can hardly believe that a friend of mine here in this country
would buy a 30¢ 1869 cover without consulting me first regarding it,

In my February Service Issue I intend to again refer to this cover
and mention that you very kindly sold it to me and that I have tanceled it so
that it will never be offersd again — further, that correspondence with you
indicated that you were innocent that anything was wiong with it, that you
offered it because you had a P, F, certificate stating it was genuine and fur-
ther that the real culprit in the case is the Expert Committee of the P,F, for
issuing such a silly certificate,

If perchance, I did you an injustice, the above should throw a differ-
ent light on the case, However, to be perfectly frank, I do think that you
should have laid all the cards face up on the table and given me every fact in
the case, I believe that you owe it to yourself to do this and that this ob=-
ligation is more important to you than the word you gave tc the owner not to
divulge his name, You could explaih the situation to him and notify him that you
will no longer regard it as an obligation on your part to keep his name confiden-
tial,

I am enclosing herewith my check for $30,00 for the cover, After you
have read the three Service Issues, it is possible you mey not care to subscribe
and further as long as any question regarding this cover remains a secret I
believe I would be severely criticised if I accepted your subscription, so Pat
it is entirely up to you. If you can remove every bit of suspicion surrcunding
this case, I will be more than glad to have you as a subscriber because I would
much rather have you on my side than in the camp of Zareski, Further, I believe



#2, Mr, Herman Herst, Jr, = Jan, 13, 1957,

that the good that you would derive from the Service would prove inwvaluable,

Because Jack Molesworth has taken an interest in this case I am
sending him a copy of this letter.

Sincerely yours,



AR.S. A cSsA
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Jark £. Molesmorth
Philatelic Dealers and Beskee

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

January 2, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your December 28th letter enclosing a copy of the
letter which you received from Herst.

I think Herst's letter is a very fine gesture and sincerely hope
that you may decide to accept it as such yourself. If he has failed to
lay all the cards on the table, I do not believe he has done so purposely
except as he-may understandably desire to maintain the name of the owner
in confidence. This is the first I had heard that the owner paid $30 for
the cover and based on that, it would appear that my original suggestion
that the owner may be the real culprit has some evidence to support it.
Anyone who paid $30 for such a cover should know damn well that it is no
good as you implied yourself. I believe the best point in his letter is
that you are both working for the same ultimate goal and it would be a
shame for you to continue to be at odds with each other. Also, in an
indirect way he seems to evidence regret at ever having associated him-
self with Zareski which is a healthy admission.

He also quite frankly indicates that he is not informed when it
comes to such things as rates on covers, etc., which is the reason that
he was not automatically suspicious of this cover as I was myself.

- Though youmight be reluctant to allow him to subscribe to your service,

1 would urge you to accept his offer as I know of no other way he can
become educated and prevent such an incident as this happening again
except as he may be able to educate himself through your service. If

you were to accept his subscription I don't see that any of your friends
would have good cause to criticize that action. Especially, since it
involves your ending up with the controversial cover yourself. I
personally would be most gratified if you were to wipe the slate clean
with him and accept his subscription to your services as I feel such would
be in the definite best interest of Philately.

I did not recall myself who was the runner-up on the Pigeon Blood
Cover though believe I did mention to you I thought it might have been
Cole. However, if he was not the runner-up my next best guess would be
Lehman. Have you asked him about it? I checked my catalog and find that
I made no note of the under-bidder myself.

Hoping that the New Year will be one of health and prosperity for
you and yours,

s 2l Wrce.va CY > : Lath
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO M POSTMARK
% ‘Iac& v, "'l 7
STREET AND NO. 102 1 Oleswo,ﬂ,
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80 ON (76 Stre ot =
CITY AND STATE
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If you want a return receipt, check which | If you want r.e-\ )
7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, | stricted deliv-
to whom when, and address ery, check here
and when where delivered
delivered 204 fea

POD Form3800  Replaces previous editions of

July 1955 this form which MAY be used,




1.

2.

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you woat this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

¥ U. & GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIGE  16—71547-2



Jan, L, 1957.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:
Yours of the 2nd received and carefully noted.

I wrote to Herst and requested him to send the fake cover to me
and I would gladly pay him $30.00 to cancel it and remove it from circula-
tiony I think he should lay all the cards face up on the table and give
me all the facts, He can have my word that I will treat the name of his
client as confidential, Until this is done I do not see how I could en-
roll him as a subscriber to my Service, I believe that I would be severely
eriticised if I did., I have little doubt that he sorely regrets that he
had any dealings with the criminal Zareski but one has to admit he should
have invegtigated the man before he associated his name with him, That
louse Konwiser surely must have known the reputation of Zareski, yet he did
not hesitate to write a glowing foreward to the book. I have known about
Zgreski for over 20 years,

Herewith I return the three stamps with the Supplementary Mail
markings. The 3¢ appears to be a Type II with perfs trimmed, Incidentally
I never saw or heard of a 3¢ 1851 with the S.M, morking but several copies
are known of the 3¢ '57, See my article in the "Stamp Specialist." The 24¢
1860 looks like it might be good but before giving any opinion on it I would
have to make a photo by ultra=violet and this would cost you $5.00 and not
worth it, This also applies to the 24¢ 1861,

I will keep you advised re = my correspondence with Herst,

Re = the pigeon blood Caspary cover. Lehman was not the runner-
up as he himself told me when he was here last month that he thought Cole
was, This Ezra informed me was not true.

With regards -

Sincerely yours,' '



Jan, 13 » 1957.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon Sta’
Boston 16, Masse

Dear Jack:

: I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter
 that I have today written Herst regarding the faked
30¢ 1869 cover,

Sincerely yoursy
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I don't like feuds, and I can't hold
a grudge. I always considere ou a friend, and
I'd 1like to keep on that way. [aybe I ruffled
you a bit on this cover matter, and there's no
question that you unraffled me. But my feathers
are now back in place, and I'd like yours to be.

think that eiths of us can ¢ much out of il.
is ‘ h'want I sarn 28 in phil-

3 1 as terested in 1 g the crooked
boys out of the hobby as you are, and though
you have been in the game much longer than I
havey in almost 25 ars no one can point a fin-
ger at me and state differently.

The owner of the cover boug 98 7
cood faith, as you know. It wasn't mine., I do
not believe that Zareski had anything to do with
it. As I told you, I have n had a word from
him in over three years. e have one no busi-

that time ” 3 particularly

YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS




interested in doing any -—- not st all inter-
- €Byed;-in fact, I don" % even know-if he. is
allve. If -he isn't, you'll agrec Bldt 2 e
no loss to philately.

The owner of the cover is a cust-
omer of yours. He has full confidence in your
ability, as do I. He tells me that if I agree
with you that it is no good, he doesn't want
to see it again, but would be glad to have for
it the $%0 that it cost him from a dealer of
repute.=I asked if he knew the. story of the
cover.before he bought it; he did not.

I still have the cover. I volun-
tarily surrendered the certificate to the
Fotindation when Molesworth and I discussed it,
and I became convinced that it was no good. I .
withdrew it from the sale, as 1 would not ‘
sell anything questionable. I'd be glad to
send you the cover if you want to mark it on .
the back in indelible ink FAKE so that it will
never troublkeanyone else. It should have been
marked years ago. This whole nasty business
which did no one any good could have been
avoided.

May I have details on your $100
a year service? Maybe if I had subscribed earl-
iery my own knowledge might have prevented this
incident. I don't claim .to be an authority on
rates and early covers. I do know 20th century..
I prefer to turn to others, whose ability I
respect; that was why when I first obtained the
item I turned to the Foundation. They made a
mistake; all of us have at some time or &amother.

Maybe you'd like the cover for
your files for the %30 1'm sending the owner,
and I'll send you my check for $#70 for the Jdiff-
erence on the service. One way or the other I'd
like to wash up this whole thing, which isn't
mkking me any happier. New Years seems a good
¥ime to do it. at do you say?

Sincerely, %

I




PLEASE INOTE

May we impose on your good nature to ask that no correspondence
be sent us between December 24th and January 2nd?

We will be taking the children on their first Southern winter ex-
cursion between those dates and since there will be no one in the office to
take care of mail and orders, your honoring this request would do a great
deal to assure the safety of mail.

Thank you for your co-operation, and we hope that your Christmas
holiday will be as pleasant as we hope ours will be, and that the New Year
will bring you all that you hope for in the way of good health and happiness.

o A %MVW%

Shrub Oak, N.Y.



Dec, 31, 1956,

Mr. Herman Herst, Jr,,
Shrub Oak, N,Y,

Pat -

Yours of the 15th arrived when I was just recovering from an
-attack of wvirus pneumonia and noting that you would be away this past
week, I delayed acknowledging receipt of your letter,

First permit me to state that I am not the type who nurses a
grudge and I accept the statements made in your letter as true and am
perfectly willing to wipe the slate clean, However, a few remarks might
be in order., When I saw your advertisement in "Stampsg" illustrating the
faked 30¢ 1869 cover I believed you had purchased the cover from someone
in Paris - the seller being perfectly aware that the cover was bad, I was
disgusted that the P,F, had passed the cover as genuine, Such a certificate
makes a perfect mockery of serious philatelic research work, When "Experts"
have to resort to guess-work they should quit kidding themselves that they
are "Experts." Of course, it is possible that an Expert Committee can make
errors once in awhile but the P,F, Committee, in my opinion, meke -entirely too

m,

Further, your remarks that was published in Linn's Weekly did get
in my hair, I cannot recall a single instance where I put the "kiss of death"
on an item that was genuine, If I have ever done such a thing I will be only
too glad to make a public acknowledgement and apology.

Pat, please bear this in mind - when I state that in my opinion a
stamp or a cover is bad I am prepared to furnish all the evidence that I have
that led me to arrive at such a decision, Then it is up to anyone who dis-
agrees with me to furnish facts that would prove me in error, The P,F, Committee
merely expresses an opinion but no explanation that led them to arrive at same,
Any schoolboy collector could do the same,

Would it be asking too much to ask you to reveal to me the name of the
person who placed this cover in your hands to sell? I will give you my word to
treat same as confidential, If it only cost him $30,00 how could he have imagined
the cover to be genuine? My CGod - 30¢ 1869 covers = if gemuine - are surely worth
more than $30,00, I can hardly believe such a person could be classed as a friend
of Mineo

I would like to have the cover and suggest that you send it to me so
that I can cancel it, I will gladly pay you the ¥30,00

Give me a bit of time to sonsider whether I care to take on an addi-
tional subscriber to my Service. This Service is not open to the public and so
far subscriptions have only been accepted upon special invitation, All who

receive it are close personal friends and th ription list, is relativ
If you so desire, I will send you samplef cop & BB 15008 14 flh f‘ﬂ: cussed
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#2« Mr, Herman Herst, Jr. = Dec, 31, 1956,

the 30¢ cover, Perhaps after reading these samples you might wish to
change your mind,

Sincerely yours,
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Jan, 8, 1957.

Dr, W. Scott Polland,
1540 Fifth Ave.,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Thanks very much for yours of the 4th with the Honolulu cover to
S.Fs, which I am returning herewith, I believe that this classifies as a
prepaid Ship letter to S,F. = with a 3¢ over-pay, In other words, a S.F,
"Drop" such as this would require but 1l¢ postage and the ship fee was 2¢.
I eannot imegine why any more postage could have been charged, I have no
record of such a cover from Hawaii to S,F. and if I ever saw one I have no
recollection of it. I wish you would question Edgar about this cover - ask
him why 6¢ and if he has a prepaid Hawaii to S,F, prepaid by stamps., I
suppose the writer was not aware of the proper rate and put two 3¢ stamps on
his letter when one would have been sufficient,

I enclose two photo prints herewith which you can retain if you wish,
Note the 3¢ 1861, The letter enclosed was dated, "Ship Island - Mar 10 1861,"
I suppose.this was carried privately and mailed as a New York Drop - but if so,
then 1¢ would have answered, On the other hand, it is in effect a prepaid
Ship Drop letter = 1¢ Drop - 2¢ Ship fee, I doubt if any "Ship employed in
carrying the U, S, mail" brought this letter to New York, Note the 3¢ 1851~
This from 8,F. - a bootleg letter = carried privately and mailed at New York and
addressed to New Hampshire, The N.,Y, P,0. eclerk should have noted the memo at top
and marked this letter "Due 7." Had this been addressed to New York City it would
have been in effect a prepaid Ship letter = S,F, to N,Y,City -« because it was
brought in by a nonecontract mail ship, The enclosed cover would have been won=
derful if it had a single S¢ 1851, I believe it is true that prepaid ship letters
were not marked "Ship" - whereas those not prepaid were marked Ship - thus to ex-
plain origin and why postage was due, This was not necessary when the postage
was paid.

Perhaps you will recall a cover I illustrated some time ago in a Service
Issue = a cover with a 3¢ 1851 plus a pair of 1¢ 1851 - (Type IV), A use in 1855
as I remember - from Savannah, Ca., into New York City and beyond, A very rare
d Ship, The writer paid the postage from New Ycrk City and also the Ship
fee of 2¢, No ship marking on the cover, The writer intended his letter to go by
the ship "Mississippi" but I note that no such a ship is listed in the Harris book
nor is any trip of Nov, 9 = lNov, 21 listed, I will greatly appreciate any comments
on the above,

!

I found your letter most interesting,

Re = the Hughes bisect cover, I have no heard anything further regarding
it and doubt if I will, I rather suspected that the Bakers of Indianapolis bought
it but I guess I was mistaken,

e departed for New York and last Friday night he
called me gﬁéﬁﬁoﬂﬁﬂﬂemﬁabegﬂsetb fly back early the next morning and be back in

-
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#2., Br. W, Scott Pollard - Jan. 8, 1957.

S.F. that afternoon, I never cease to marvel at the miracle of New York for
breakfast and S.,F. for dinner. How could our forebears of 1857 consider such

a thing even remotely possible, Edgar déserves great credit for the success

of Marchant, I remember when he took over in 1930 and how he worked round the
clock in the years to follow, He ran ever man's job in the organization, He
should retire and take life easy, but I wonder if he will ever do such a thing?

Thanks very much for the information about Jay Hertz, He sure loves
postal history and is a very competent student, More pover to him, I wonder if
Edgar knows about this latest addition to the Hertz collection?

Re = rate from S,F. to New Zealand in June = July of 1867, Via Panama -
22¢ per # oz, On such a letter we eredited Britain with 12¢, for their carriage
from Panama to destinstion, I suppose the missing stamp was another 10¢ 1861,

With my kindest regards =

Cordially yours,

P,S,==Again re - the enclosed cover = I note below the NOV in the S,F, postmark
a pencil "2" - My guess is that the year was 1854,

8.B.A,
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January 10,1957,
Mr.Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Ft.Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas ,Kye.

Re # 7486,
Dear Stan:

Through our mutual friend Morris Fortgang I have
been kept informed as to your recent "indisposition",and
I was pleased to hear the other day that you were much
improved. Hope by now you are back at the desk working
on stamps,

The Committee has asked me to send you the enclosed
with the query as to whether in your opinion the San Fran-
cisco Cancel on it was used as early as 1857.

Anticipating hearing from you at your convenience,
and with kindest personal reagrds, I remain

incerely
Y4
w
wsb/b

encl,



Telephone : GERrArRD 4900 ManacinG DirecTor : O. BacHeR, PH. D.,

DIRECTOR : S. BACHER.

MEMBERS BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION,
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.COL.CLUB
NEW YORK AND OTHERS.

BaNKERS :

BARCLAYS BANK LTD, PiccabiLLy Circus,
Lonoomn, W. I

VALUERS FOR SALE,
PROBATE & INSURANCE.

ESTABLISHED 1921

e WESTMINSTER. STAMP CO

LI MITE B
THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. STAMPS

OB/B :
é/C&%?M&é
1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS,
LONDON, W1
Stanley B. Ashbrook,fsq., Feb.4,19357

FFort Thomas.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I would like to ask a favour of you.

Being not much conversant with your internal
STEAMER covers andmarkings, I wonder whether enclosed - coming,
as you will note, from a famous correspondence - may be one of
the rarer ones, I also cannot decipher the name of the steamer
and failed to find anything similar, ending with "...zon" in
Klein's or Konwiser's books.

I should be most grateful for your assistance
and enclose a "mixture" for expenses.

With best personal wishes and kind regards

.Bacher
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Febe. ll. 19570

Dr. O. Bacher,
Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd.,
1=l, Warwick St.,
London, W.l, England.

De=r Doctor:

Herewith the packet cover as per yours of
the 4th, This was an unpaid carried from Minden,
La., into Hew Orleans b the "Steamer Amazon," a
river steamboat. I note such a boat is not listed
by Chace or Klein. I do not récall that Komwiser
ever published amy list of our inland river steam-
boats, The marking "Steam 10" was appli&d at New
Oelans and indicated that it was "Contract Mail" -

that is, brought in by a ioat with a U, S, mail
contract, This was not a Mississippi rivef boat,
hence covers with this marking are scarce. I judge
it would probably bring between $15.00 to $20,00
at a New York auction.

With regards -
Sincerely yours,



S

MORRIS FORTGANG
114 EAST 84th STREET
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

Jan. 18, 1957.
Dear Stanley,

Your letter of Jen. 14 arrived bright and early this morn-
ing, just four deys in trensit. Do you suppose it could heve gone by way
of Psnama or pcssibly eronnd the Horn? Nevertheless I wes delighted to
heer from you; your letter brought beck the good 0ld days. Our enthusizem
seems to wene whenever Ashbrook isn't sveileble for the moment to share
with us our findings end our problems. I knew your correspondence piled
up during your recent engesgement with the virus z2nd so I thought it bhest
to phone you now and then rather then write end edd to your problems. I
realize full well that maeny of your letters require hours of work and re=-
search and your head would have to be much lerger than it is to carry oll
the redired data.

N

Your inquiry regesrding my 5¢c letter to France late in 1&R9
revezls that you sre back to par. As long &s Ashbrook's interest in phil-
ately does not wene, neither will he. Ashbrook will live &8 long =8 his
enthusiesm in stemps snd postal markings lives.

1. Herewith is that cover to France. The letter inside es
per pencil notation, wes addressed Dec. 10, 1859. The cover haes the red
postmsrk of Newton, Dec. 15, and the black Boston Dec. 17 &#nd"9" our cherge
to Frence. Boston 2lso applied the handstsmped "Short Paid". "Unps id" prob-
sbly would hsve been the corredt word =e the 5c payment wes not Trecognized.
The cover errived in France on Dec. 29, 1859, rzther fast time, as per
French receiving, and wes hendstemped & decimes. The cover slso shcws the
menuscript notation "poste restente” (hold in post office till celled for) .
Dbes the msTking in black th=t resembles a "6" just N.W. of the French
receiving bear sny significence? Here is zn attempted use of the 5S¢ U.S.
jnternel more than two end & half years after the French treztyl Imagine.
This is the third cover of this kind in my collection, and the second one
that I obtz=ined from Robert Siegel. Cost §5.00

/, Herewith is snother cover that may prove interesting.
A blue letter sheet dated inside Aupgust 30, 1847 and ¥ postmarked
Philedelphia, Aug. 30, 5 cts. in blue. The cover bears & 5¢ 1247 show-
ing 2 very dark or black brown shade end an extremely fine engraving, and
is tied by two strikes of the blue Philadelphia grid in circle. The cover
was missent and forwerddd snd slso bears the black postmark of Middletown,

Pa. Sep. 1.

This cover apparently shows several things.
A. that in egrly impressions the 5Hc 1847 comes in really

ings.
LIS shgravone B. that this derk shade was 2among the earliest if not the

e e é?s%gg% the Middletown Pa. postmark used with a 51847
though this is e forwarded cover.
W uni%?ek gg:nin the second month of issue which 1 belleve is

srikea e forE?héZBithg:OO end Bound in & box of juak in & second rate

t sh and apperently =memx rescued from qblivion. Thef‘:‘::ﬁg:i?gg
:ﬁi:g ongg threeyvéry lsrge margins rut this is no reason 10 ng

the cover.
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Here is a cover that I did not buy, I merely borrowed it be-
cause it looks like a2 Sperstti. The cover shows an improper rzte etc.
although you will admit thst the New York foreign mail cancellation is
very .clever if frasudulent.

2 Herewith is &nother cover that I borrowed. This is one for
the birds,(don't you think?) These two covers were not offered for
sele. I tahd them in & desler's stock &and I inocuired whether I could
borrow thém end pramised to return them just as I received then.

I received a note from Ed. Jessup after he returned to the
Coest. He wrote that he contrected @ bad cold and would probzbly remain
home & day or so before returning to his office. That men works entirely
too hard but he seemes to thrive on hard work.

Nice of Emmerson Krug to spend & weekend with you. He most
assuredly cen be counted =8 one of your most loyal friends.

I'm sure the big Texan enjoys hie work. My son-in-lew also
works on trensistors with R C A. at Sommerville, N.J. He saye the
Texes Instrument Co. is 2 very fine snd well known orgrnizstion.

Plesse do pardon the quality of this typewriting. Ann is out
and 1 end my typewriter are both out of condition.

Will phone you tomorrow, Jan 19,re our visit with you.
Our best regerdsto your girl friend &nd you.
Sincerely,

) i
(S lrozes) |



January 22, 1957

Mr. Morris Fortgang,
11/, East 84th Street,
New York 28, N,Y.

Dear Morris:

Just a line to acknowledge yours of the 19th
with the various covers. 1 have made 2 preliminary
examination and I suspect that the 24¢ Bank Note cover
is a very clever fake. The 5¢=10¢ 47 cover is ap=-
parently a piece of a cover or wrapper which required
a prepaid rate of 48¢. I suppose this means there was
50¢ in 1847 stamps - It appears the two stamps were
used on this "piece," The 5¢ cover to France is okay -
a "ghort pay" sent unpaid. The 5¢ '47 is an "oxidized"
copy, 1 feel sure a bath in peroxide would restore it
to its "brown-orange" original color,

Okay for next Tudsday for Mort and you - keep
me advised.

More later.
Cordially yours,



Jano 23 s 1957

Mr, Morris Fortgang,
114 East 84th St.,
New York 28, N.Y,

Dear Morris:
Someone reported or showed to me a cover to California with a 10¢ '55 or

157 tied by a railroad postmark, I cannot locate the photo or my reference regard-
ing it., By any chance, do you own such a cover? Flease let me know,

Herewith I am returning the covers contained in yours of the 18th, and
Morris, I wish to thank you for all the good words in your le'ter, Here are some
comment s on the enclosed covers:

No, 1 = 5¢ to France in 1859, Your analysis was quite correct, The
letter with a 5¢ payment was "Short Paid" and inasmuch as no partial payments were
recognized by the terms of the treaty the 5¢ pay was disregarded and it was sent as
entirely unpaid, The "8" due or & decimes, shows it did not weigh over 7% grammes
(% oz.), hence 15¢ should have been paid in the U, S, Paid letters were postmarked
by the New York P,0, Foreign Division in red, unpaid in black, and here we heve a
black New York with a debit to France of 9¢ U,S, She was to collect 8 decimes (15¢)
of which, our share was 9¢ - Why? Note the French postmark which reads, "From the
U,S, by Amer. Packet A,C," = This meant by Amer. Pkt, to England, hence the U, S,
charged France on this letter - 3¢ U.S, internal (% oz.) plus 6¢ sea to England,
This left France with 6¢ = 3¢ was her internal and she had to pay Britain the other
3¢ to convey the letter to Calais, All very simple = do you not agree? TYour other
covers may be in a different category.

No, 2 = 5¢ 1847 from Philadelphia on Aug, 30, 1847, As I advised, I feel
rather certain the stamp is "oxidized" - It should be very carefully removed - put
in hot water - then in a fresh solution of peroxide. I believe it wodld be restored

to a very beautiful brown-orange,

Re = your A-B-C~D-E notes, I agree 100% with A=C-D and oh "E" congratula-
tions, I seriously doubt if your "B" is correct so far as concerns this partiecular
stamp,

No, 3 - 24¢ Bank Note = New York to Bordeaux, First, the year datea ap-
pear to be 74 but I think they have teen changed - The use appears as Sep 13 1874
from New York, This was Sunday and no meil ship departed on that date,
Second -~ there was no such a rate as 24¢ in September 1874 to Holland, The rate per
L oz, was 10¢, Commencing on Oct. 1, 187, the rate by Direct Mail (not through
England) was 6¢ per % oz, Third - There was a pen memo of the year of use, but it
was torn away, This is a favorite stunt of Zareski, I am always suspicious of such
destruction, Fourth., I suspect a 10¢ Bank Note was removed and the 24¢ stamp sub=-
stituted, The chances are that the cancel on the stamp is genuine, but that part on
the cover is a paint job,

The 5¢=10¢ '47 cover - I wrote you about this yesterday, The chances are
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#2, Mr. Morris Forfigang - Jan. 23, 1957

this was a larger piece and had moreil&b,? stamps as the "38" shows the rate that
was paid was 48¢ - 2 x 24 - The red credit 38 or 2 x 19,

Jessup, Yes, he works entirely too hard and he should retire and devote
all his time to his family and his collection, He is well fixed finaneially and
could well afford to do so, He has been threatening to do this for several years,

Emmerson Krug wishes to wait ufa'.il about the 5th of February before he
comes up for his visit, We have been very close friends for over 20 years.

Stan Jr. is most enthusiastic about his new work - the people and Dallas.
On the lst he will enter S.M.U, for a course = four nights a week = to get his
Master Degree, Well in these days one cannot have ehough education and that is his
ambition,

Our best to Ann and all the family.

We are looking forward to seeing you next week.

Cordially yours,
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick..the

gummed stub on ‘the address side of the letter, qa#ach and

retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

* V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—71547-2
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Jan, 31st, 1957.

Mr, Morris Fortgang,
111{. East &Lth Sto,
New York 28, N.Y.

Dear Morris:

t Herewith the 1¢ 1851 cover to Hglifax from Philadelphia on "Aug 21,"
8urely the year use was 1852, and if so, the first class rate to Halifax
was 10¢, and the circular rate was to the border only, viz,, 1¢ if not over
500 miles = and over 500 miles but not over 1500 miles, 2¢, On ecireular
mail there was Canadian postage due, but on this piece there is no evidence
of such, If this was a piece of first class mail, sent sealed, of which
there is no evidence, then full pestage would have been due at Halifex of
6 pence, I do not think this went Via Boston and ship to Halifax as such
mail bore a Boston marking, There must be some explgnation for this but
what it is I do not know, Surely 3¢ did not pay the postage to the addressee.

Re = your R.,R. cover to California, Apparently I did not meke a photo-
graph as I do not seem to have one, Can you give me bhe date you acquired it?
If so, this might help me locate a photo, if I made one, My filing system re-
quires too much time to be even 75% efficient,

Thanks very much for the information about the three lots in the Caspary
sale last Monday., All three lots came from the Worthington sale by Morgenthau
held on Aug, 22, 1917.

Lot 251 was Lot 1533 in that sale,
" 265 n " 1535 n ] n
n 276 " " 1536 " ] "

I do not have any record of the prices realized in the 1917 sale and I am
wondering if you could get the information for me, The Collectors Blub Library
has a copy of that sale and perhaps you could call Boggs by phone and ask him
to gife you the prices at which the three lots sold, I would like to mention
these three items in my March Service Issue and to state that they were the
above lots in the Worthington sale and sold at such and such prices, Naturally
I will not mention Colson or you or give any hint of the sounee of my information,
Is this agreeable to you?

I had a letter from Mort this morning ke = the 1¢~3¢ Unit Convention,

I am also in receipt of the Kentucky slides, Thanks, Most miserable
weather out here - thick fog and drizzle - and it has been this way all week,

Mildred joins me in best wishes to Ann and you.

Cordially yours,

»



TELEPHONE
PLAzA 7-4460

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

6. WEST 48TH STREET
NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. .
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 North F't.

Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION

29th
January
1957

Replying to your letter of January 19th, I enclose the original

Caspary photograph of the cover, Lot 204, Caspary Sale Six,

I imagine this is good enough from which to take a photograph.

Please return in due course.

BDH:E
Enclosure

Lol 162
o oy

Sincerely yours,

H. R, HARMER, INC.

Bermand -

Director

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

EMPLOYEES BONDED
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Jan, 31, 1957.

Mr, Bernard D, Harmer,
6 VWest 48th St.,
New York 36, N,Y.

Dear Bernard:

Thanks very much for yours of the 29th with the
photo print which I am returning under separate cover,

: Re = the Caspary Seventh Sale of Last Monday, I
understand that -
: Lot 251 sold at $11,500,00
Lot 265 " " 21,000,00
Lot 276 " * 18,000,00

I believe these three items were acquired by Caspary in the
Worthington sale, held by J. B. Morgentheu & Co, on August
22, 1917, In that sale Lot 251 was Lot 1533, lot 268 was
Lot 1535 and Lot 276 was Lot 1536, Is this correct?

With kindest regards =

Cordially yours,



TELEPHONE
PLaza 7-4460

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T. BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER, Inc

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HASEERSANEENEW 2O RK

6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AlJCTIONEERS oF
NEW YORK 36 N.Y. RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT COLLECTION

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON,W. |.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 5th

P, O, Bex 31 February
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 1957
Dear Stan:

Many thanks for the return of the Caspary print.

As concerns the three Sardinia blocks, your ''good friend" Colson tells

us that he sold these items to Caspary for he believes $650 in 1907, This
of course does not coincide at all with the fact that they were in the Worth-
ington sale of August 22, 1917 and somebody's memory is at fault.

Do you have the realizations on these three lots in that auction as if so,
we would be interested as to whether they total approximately $4, 000,
which is another story we heard.

With kind regards.

BDH:E

Sincerely yours,

H. R, HARMER, INC.

@M/

Direyry/

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS -+ -« + + « EMPLOYEES BONDED



Feb, 11, 1957.

}h'c Berﬂard D. Hamer,

6 West 48th Street,
New York 36, NoYo

Dear Bernard:

I now have the facts on the three lots in the
recent Caspary sale,

Lot #251 Caspary was Lot #1533 in the Worthing-
ton sale - sale price $235,00.

Lot ﬁé 5 Caspary was Lot #1535 in the Worthing-
ton sale - sale price $85,00,

Lot 276 Caspary was Lot #1536 in the Worthing-
ton sale = sale price $338.00.

There can be no doubt that the above is correct,
and if you wish to verify, no doubt you will find a
priced catalogue of the Worthington sale at the
Collectors Club, The sale was by J. C, Morgenthau &
Bos and was held on Aug, 22nd, 1917,

The effeminate one "OF BOSTON" is probably mixed
up due to all the vinegar in his system and senility,
It could be that he sold the three lots to Worthingbew
in 1907 rather than to Caspary,

I have a faint recollection that Colson mentioned
these three blocks in a book that he wrote years ago but
at the moment I am unable to lay hands on my copy of
the book,

With regards -
Cordially yours,
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ESTABLISHED 1928

Leaonve [ Azre S

23 TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.

KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI
January 24, 1957

dee oOP 42 "IVP:I\

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Ps0s Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed find a 10¢4T cover which I would like
for you to opinionize and I also enclose a letter from
Elliott Perry and a copy of your letter on which he has

made notations.

Is there any way to tell whether or not there

is a thin spot on the stamp without removing it?

Yours truly ‘

C. C. Hart
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Jan, 28’ 1957.

Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr. Hart:

Just a line to acknowledge yours of the
24th, with check for 300,00, for which please
accept my thanks,.

This will also acknowledge the 10¢ 1847
cover together with the correspondences, I wish
to study this further and will return tomorrow,

Did you notice a single 10¢ in the Fox Sale
of Jan. 3lst mext?

With best wishes =
Cordially yoursy
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Jan, 23, 1957

My, M, Hubert Judd,
Dalton, Ga.

&ar Judge:

Herewith the 5¢ 1847 as per yours of the l6th, Thanks very much
for your kindness.

I think that Mrs, Judd's name for this prid is exceedingly good =
the "waffle grid." "Lattice" is also quite descriptive.

I think most of the ones that I havé seen are double strikes and
especially is this true of the ones originating at Brunswick, Me, /At
first I thought an example that was loaned to me was actually a criss-
cross single strike, I suppose this was because there was no outer
ring and the second strike was applied very carefully and accurately,

I note that John Pope uses the term "rhomboid grids" when two
strikes are applied to form diamonds rather than squares or rectangles.,

It was up in the sixties here yesterday but this morning it
registered 24 but the sun is shinning and there is no snow on the ground,

With all good wishes =
Cordially yours,



3930 Red Bud Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Thursday evening

Dear Mr, Ashbrook -

I am enclosing the cover we
discussed this evening - 15¢ to France -
8¢ credit, Also included is your letter
to me of August 2, 1956,

I would appreclate your letting

me know if this is one the scarce "8" covers

you mention in this months copy of your
service,

With best wishes, I am,

Melland Piack
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Feb, 2, 1957.

Mr, Millard H, Mack,
3930 Red Bud Ave.,
Cineinnati 29’ OhiO.

Dear Millard:

Herewith the 15¢ rate with "8" credit to G.B.
cover as per yours of the 3lst. I also return the
letter that I wrote you aboul this back in 1955, I
note that I was under the impression al that time
that Cole had charged you too much, Had he known
the correct andlysis of the cofer, I suppose he
would have charged you twice your ccst. You will
note that I revised my notes on the hack and listed
further data, This is a scatice cover and needless
to add I em much better informed on thig rate than I
was & year and a half ago.

I 2lso return the two 3¢ 1869 eovers, These
are just the regular shade. The rather scarce shade
is a very dark blue, I suppose it is (K to eall the

3¢ 1869 - ultr amarine but to me it is just blue.
With regards,

Cordially yours,
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Jan, 22, 1957

Mr, Millard H, Mack,
3930 Red Bud Ave.,
Cineinnati 29, Ohio.

Dear Millards

Herewith the cover to France with the L¢
payment, This is indeed quite a nice item and is
genuine in every way. I have signed it on the back
and there is no fee,

New York put everything on this, even -
"Paid only to England," which was not always added on
such mail, OSometimes we see the marking, "SHORT PAID"
but this did not mean that the 4¢ had been "Short Paid,"
but rather a whole rate to destinaticn.

With regards -

Cordially yours,

N



The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Gompany

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

MILLARD H. MACK, C. L. U.

Special Agent
ROE WALKER, C. L. U. 2133 LURAY AVENUE AT EDEN PARK WOODBURN 1 -1820
GENERAL AGENT [EELEELICRES { AVON 1-4061
P CINCINNATI 6, OHIO

March 4, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.OL Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Enclosed is a Partial Rate to France cover
for your authentication.

If it is okay, would you sign it on the back
and let me know what I owe you and I will remit

immediately.
Cordially yours,
SNtlaed ' Jecd.
Millard H. Mack
%HM/vel
Enc.
V,
jZZOnz 1;4{4525¢¢/ ’
5 // 30 feok [Fect v



March 6, 1957.

Mr, Millard H, Mack,
3930 Fed Bud Ave.,
Cineinnati 29, Ohio,
Dear Millard:

. Herewith the 4¢ 1869 cover to France as
per yours of the 4th,

; . This is quite a pretty little cover, a
nice combination and gemiine in every way. As
requested, I have authenticated it on the back,

I have been guite ill but am much better
and hope it is all behind me,

With kindest repards -

Cordially yours,



Jan, 29, 1957

To
Mr, Millard H, Mack,
3930 Réd Bud Ave.,
Cincinnati 29, Ohio,

One color slide
uw o 21 “evssesssceseREtRense -“:l.OO



March 6, 1957.

To
Mr, Millard H, Mack,

3930 Red Bjd Ave.,
Cincinnati 29, Ohio.

For authentication of

L¢ 1869 cover

to France from New Orleans
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Jark . Moleswmrth
Philatelic Dealer and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

January |, 1957

Mr Stanley B. Ashbrook
Box 3l
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your letter of January 4th. | hope that you
will be able To work the situation out with Herst and that you will
decide to accept his subscription to your service. | also hope he

may decide to send you the name of the owner of the cover which |
have personally concluded without his telling me is someone l|ocated
abroad, most |ikely Jamet of Paris who would fit the description of
being a customer of yours., Did you write Jamet as you had indicated
you would? "If so, | would be interested in knowing his reply.

Thanks for your comments on the Supplementary Mail items.
Enclosed is one on cover which | gather is quite rare from reading
your article in the Stamp Specialist. This is one of those |isted
butnot photographed so | thought you might like To see and photograph
it. | would also appreciate your signing the back, etc. for which
| shall be glad to pay your usual fee.

With best regards,

. MoleswolMth

JEM:}nar

enclosure
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Jan, 15, 1957.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston #6, Mess.

Dear Jack:
Herewith the Supplementary I‘hiﬁ cover as per yours of the

1lth, Thie is the first i‘g:e I ever saw this cover but I have a poor
photostat of it that was sent to me by the late Dr. Babeock about 20

or more years ago — He also sent me a complete deseription of it at that

time and I listed it in my Stamp Specialist article, 1 was pleased to
see it and make a photo for my records, Of course, it is as good as
gold and I nave signed it on the back for you and I am not charging you
any fee,

; Further regarding Herst, He has told a number of conflicting
stories about the 30¢ 1€69 cover. For example, he wrote Lindquist that
the cover~belonged to a prominent U, S, ccllector who was a personal
friend of mine, That is hard for me to believe, He wrote George Linn
that he had two bids in excess of ©50C for the cover, Inasmuch as he had
a P,F, certificate why didn't he accept the highest bid? It is hard for
me to believe any such a statement,

Why don't he come clean and give wme the exact facts in the case?
He claims he has not had anything to do with Zareski for several years.,
If h8 would lie about the real owner of this cover, would he hesitate to
lie about Zareski? Please treat this letter as confidential as I have no
desire to mistrust the man, I do want to give him every benefit of the
doubt but I do not want anything to do with anyone who would knowingly try
to sell faked material.

With regards =

Sincerely yours,
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Jark £. Molesmmrih
Philtielic Dealer iahd Broker

; y 102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts
January 22, (957

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook

Box 3l
‘'ort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Many Thanks for your January I5th letter and your signing of the supplementary mai l

cover. Incidentally, | note that you frequently put pencil comments on the face of the

cover before photographing .it for your records and of late | have had a |ittle difficulty

erasing this from a couple of the covers. Therefore, | wonder if it might be possible for

you To use a somewhat softer pencil or possibly put tThese comments on a small separate piece
.of paper and hinge them to the cover for photographing purposes? | recently had a customer

inquire as to what the writing was that had been erased from that 10¢ 1847 cover with "Steam-
. ship" cancel and it required a |lifttle correspondence to expliain to him that they were comments
' you had made when photographing the cover and not something that was on the cover when it was

originally mailed, etc.

Enclosed are thrée off-cover items on which | would appreciate your opinion. Two are

I¢ 1851~7 type problems and the other a #|2, is a question of its being unused. | purchased

this stamp in a recent Fox auction sale of the Huber collection. |If has just been returned

by the Foundation as a lightly cancelled stamp, though | notice it has your signature on it

on the back and | would be .interested in knowing whether this was intended to indicate that

he stamp is unused. The other two items are covers on which | would appreicate your explana-
I’ tion of the rates. The one with 2 10¢ 1869's on it really stumps me as | cannot explain it
'\ by readingthe comments in your last Special Service which referred to this period.

| shall be glad to hold in confidence your comments with respect to Herst in your January

15th letter as you requested. | can well understand your feeling that he has told a number

of conflicting stories about the 30¢ [869 cover, but | am sure that such is the resuli of

several factors, among which is nof his intent to purposely .deceive or mislead anyone. For

instance, on the ftwo cases .you noted, it i$ quite possible he did write Lindquist that the

cover belonged to a prominent U, S. collector who was a personal friend of yours and if so,

such would not be inconsistent with any statement that he has made to you or to me to the

best of my knowledge. |t is quite true | have gathered the impression fthat the cover belonged

to someone abroad but that was éntirely due to the fact that Jamet apparently had the cover

in his hands at one time and my assumption that he probably sold it to someone in France who =+
- was one of Herst's contacts. At no tTime has Herst told me fthat it belonged to a foreign owner

and in fact, when | asked him if the owner was abroad or in the United States, he declined to

answer on The basis that he felt such would tend to violate his agreement with the owner to

keep his identity confidential. However, it is also possible that Lindquist in writing you

did not make a direct quote from any letter of Herst but rather gave you his general impression

ag if it were a quote,as Tthe statement which he claimed Herst made to him would have been my

general impression in the early stages of this discussion, based on what Herst had told me,

buf at no time did Herst designate the owner as an American resident though he did refer 1o him

as a friend of yours. However, he mostly likely would assume anyone who has sent you covers

for expertization or done any business with you was a "friend". Herein | see no conflict.

(over)



Jan, 25, 1957,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,

‘ Dear Jack:

’ Herewith I am returning the various items as per yours of the 22nd, The
following are some comments =

10¢ 1869 cover to Lyon, France., I wrote you about this yesterday, Quite
an unusual cover and you will find a description of this "15¢ prepaid rate to
France Via England" in my February Service Issue, As far as I am aware, this
rate was only in effect during March, April and May 1870, I have only seen covers
in this class used during those three months, Your cover was despatched by the
8,5,1Id of the Guion Line, I did not sign it because you did not. request same,

. Cover with 10¢ '61 -~ 2¢ and 3¢ 1869, This is just a face - no back stamps,
etc, I prefer not to comment on it as I am not at all sure as to just what actually
is the correct solution,

Regarding the two One Cent stamps, I have marked these on the card as "A"
and "B,"

Regarding "A", This comes from Plate 4, Type IC, because the design ig cut
away at bottom, but could have been a IC before the cut destroyed the type. To be
sure it would have to bg@ plated,

"
\ -
: Regarding "B", 1¢ ¥57 = Also Plate 4 but not Type IA, This stamp is from

the 6th row of the plate = relief "F," hence it was never a Type IA - but rather a
III or IIIA before the bottom perforationa destroyed the type.

Regarding the 5¢ 1856, I went back thru my records to 18,8 and I was unable
to find any record that I had signed this for E,d.Huber, but I may have done so with-
out making any photo or record., I feel confident that I did not eign this as an un-
used copy, because had I done so, I would have put unused on the back, He was in the
habit of sending me stamps to identify, I judge I signed this merely as a 5¢ 1856 ,
Type I, I am positive he did not buy the stamp from me, It does look like there aré
traces of a removed cancelation but to be sure I would have to make a photo by ultra=
violet - and the charge would be $5,00,

No fee on these items but you can refund the return postage,

1 Pencil marks on covers. Okay Jack, I will not meke any on anything yocu send
¢ me in the future, I can see your point,

Re -~ Herst. I have eapefully noted your remarks, I had a letter from him and
he was kind enough to send you a copy. I have nothing against him and I am willing
to give him the benefit of the doubt. It was my impression that he made conflicting
statements, but you seem to think I was wrong, I suggest we let it to at that, I
would not request Lindquist tc send me the letter that he received from Herst as I
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#2, Mr, Jack E, Molesworth - Jan, 25, 1957,

would not care to involve Harry, My reaction is that I would be severely criticised
by a number cf my friends if I accepted Herst as a subscriber to my Service, First,
because of the Herst-Zareski book and second, because of the 30¢ 1869 faked cover,

I am,however, grateful to him for turning over to me the fake cover so that I could
destroy it, I think most any disinterested person would agree with me that Herst
should have laid all the cards face up on the table, He should have insisted that
the owner of that cover give him permission to divulge all the facts to me. I suggest
we consider the matter closed,

You will note that I sent him sample copies of my Service Issues of last
October = November and December, I beiieve he stated in his last letter that he had
been shown copies of these, No doubt he referred to youy and if so, may I respectfully
request that you do not show copies to anyone., The issues are intended to be confiden-
tial, and intended only for the subscribers, I would like to hafe it that way,

With regards =

Sincerely yours,



-

Jan, 2’4’ 1957.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St-,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Your air refistered arrived today and I was
quite pleased to see the cover with the two 10¢ 1869
to France.

What a coincidence that you would send thid
to me at this timel! I purposely omitted mention in
my January Issue of what I call the 15¢ rate with &¢
credit, as I wanted to obtain more data on such a rate
for my February Issue, As far as I am aware, your
cover is a 5¢ overpay on the rate and my February
Issue gives the explanatéon, Covers showing the rate
with the "8" credit are very rare as the rate was
only in use in March, April and May 1870, My F
Service Issue will include a photo of such a 15¢ 1269
cover, Quite a ecoincidence.

More on your letter later.

Sincerely yours,
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Jark £. Molesmnrth
PLila{elic Plaaler andl Diokir

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

January 29, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Box 3l
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your January 25th l|etter and your comments on the various items submitted.
| appreciate your charging no fee for those comments and am happy to refund your' postage
which is enclosed.

Am returning fwo of these items for more detailed study. First the item you marked
"A" and indicated could have been a IC before the cut destroyed the type. | would appreci-
ate your plating this item to determine its position and type before the cut destroyed it.
The other is the 10¢ 1869 cover to France overpaying the |5¢ rate. | would appreciate your
signing the reverse of this cover and charging me accordingly. Incidentally, | seem to have
a recol lection that the right hand stamp was upside down when | sent the cover to you original-
ly though it now is right side up! 'Did you ' perchance remove that stamp from the cover to
examine underneath it and inadvertently put it back right side up? As it now stands it
almost looks as if this stamp might have been added to the cover while if it is inverted
| believe the cancellation will jibe with the lefthand stamp. |f this is fthe case, | would
appreciate your reversing the stamp so that cancel on the righthand one ties in well with
that on the left even though your signature on the reverse would- remove any question of
iTs having been added.

| am refurning the 5¢ 1856 stamp fo Fox. It is beyond me! why these auctions which
are obviously in preparation several months before the sale date do not send such contro-
versial items as unused |9th century without gum off for a certificate before the sale
is held to preclude the extreme inconvenience caused such buyers as myself in attempting
to get them expertized after they are purchased and then having them turned down as this
one was, with all effort put intfo it being completely wasted. Probably ['d do better to
forget and not even bid on such items, but | have customers demanding them so feel | have
to try and stock such.

1 appreciate very much your understanding with respect to pencil marks on covers. |
do realize that you phofograph a great many items and |ike to put notations on theml to
show up in the photograph, but believe that could be accomplished just as well by puttings
such notations on a small piece of paper and hinging that piece of paper to the cover for
photographing purposes.

| understand all right with respect fo Herst and that you would prefer not to pursue
further my offer to attempt to reconcile any further conflicting statements that you feel
may have been made. The only reason | suggested you attempt to get Lindquist to send you
the letter that he had received from Herst, was to definitely establish that Herst was
quoted directly and exactly, since | believe you will agree that word of mouth transmittal

(over)
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frequently results in considerable unintentional distortion and for that reason so called
"heresay" evidence is not even permissible in court in a lawsuit. In such an instance

as this ""heresay" evidence is about all that is available. Though | can well understand
your feeling that you might be severely criticized by a number of your friends if you
accepted Herst as a subscriber to your service, | must respectfully disagree with that
conclusion,®hat his collaboration with Zareki on the book is to be criticized there is no
doubt, but he has himself admitted that that was a mistake and would certainly never make
That same mistake again and | believe we have all made mistakes in our |ife, though possibly
not quite as ill-advised as that one. As far as the 320¢ |869 cover goes, he was asked to
offer it by a very good client of his and it was okayed by the Philatelic Foundatiod*So he
did have good cause to offer fthe item even though he was doubtlessly naive in feeling the
item was genuine merely because the P.F. said so. Also, | don't see how any of your sub-
scribers would know that he was accepted if you did, since | assume your |ist of subscribers

is not public knowledge. |f it is, | would most |ike fo receive a copy myself as it would
be a very nice mailing list! | also can well understand your feeling, based on the conflicting
and in my opinion somewhat inaccurate reports which you have received from other sources &

that he has not laid all the cards face-up on the table, though from my knowledge of the
other side | strongly feel that he has gone about,as far in that regard as he could be
expected to go without violating his word to the owner not to reveal his identity.. With
these final words | shall be glad to consider the matter closed as you suggested.
I ¢

You are correct that Herst in his last leftter o you, a copy of which | received,
indicated that he had already seen copies of the special service issues that you sent him,
but if you will re-read| that letter you'will see that Herst specifically states that "several
of his friends in New York'"; had forwarded their copies for him to read. This definitely does
not include Boston and | havejat no time sent or.shown him a single copy of your service or
for that matter, anyone else since | have received it. | have always considered it fo be
of a semi-confidential nature, as you indicated. Also, it was my strong desire throughout
this discussion to bring the two of you together and | could only expect that showing him

Those services would have had directly the opposite result. |f you wish fo criticize that
action, | suggest you peruse rather closely your New York City subscribers as that is the
source ‘and not yours truly. | would imagine that Fox woulid be one of them if he is a sub-

scriber to your service as | deduce he is. Who the ofthers are, | would not know. In that
regard, from my personal experience with certain of these New Yorkers who are probably
subscribers to your service, | would personal ly consider, Herst to be a much better bet| from
the angle of honesty, integrity and frustworthiness than most of these other New Yorkers!

7
With best regards,
Mg
ack E. Molesworth
JEM:mar
= i
P. S. - | have always wondered whether to put both your street and box number on your address

and whether the manner of delivery is dependent on the way it is addressed, or whether it
all goes in your box regardless. Please advise to satisfiy my curosity.

JEM

v I"‘ le T w kecd “J‘%Zéw M3 ?‘h» e, e *nu.».T.,m,t
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dJan, 29, 1957.

Mr, Jack E. Moleswprth,
. 102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:
Yours of the 29th, I am herewith return the two items,

Re = the 10¢ 1869 cover, I was surprised that you would think that I would
do anything to a cover without obtaining full consent from the owner, I can
assure you that I would not even think of doing such a thing, I, therefore,
can assure you that I did not remove either stamp from your cover and it is
just as it was when I received it, Naturally I noticed the difference in caneel
on the stamp to left and the light strike on the stamp to right and also that the
ring of the Chicago postmark on the left stamp did not extend on the right hand
stamp, but I concluded that both just happened as they are at present, The rate
on this cover was surely 15¢, so if the right hand stamp was not used as we see
it, then the gquestion arises what stamp was there originally, Of course, it
ecculd havé been a 6¢ or a 12¢, for example, but would anyone substitute a 10¢ for
either value? I think the cancel on the right stamp matches to a certain degree
the cancel dn the left stamp, In other words, I feel quite sure this cover is
genuine and I have signed it as such on the back, If there is any doubt in your
mind there is no obligation on your part to pay the fee I am charging you for the
authentication,

No doubt by this time you have my February Service Issue which fully explains
the 15¢ rate with the "8" credit.

Re - the 1¢ 1851 herewith, I regret to stat that I cannot plate this copy -
It is too badly cut into and heavily canceled, It has some resemblance to
but I cannot gbate positively that it came from that position, My book lists
L1R) as a Type IIIA - "Relief "E" - 5th row = right pane,

I have carefully noted your remarks re - lHerst, and also about my "Speeial
Service," I was pleased to learn that you had not shown him any of my "Service
Issues," I do not mind telling you that the only subseribers I have in New York
City are Fox, Bemnard Harmer, Fortgang, Neinken and Jack Diek, Who among thése
do you think could have shown copies to Herst? Is it your opinion that Fox and
Herst are close friends? I do not think tat Neinken or Fortgang would show anyone
copies. Do you? How about Jack Dick?

Regarding the letter that I received from Haryy Lindquis‘b. Harry wrote me |
under date of Oct, 5th, quote: : :

“"Ag' I previously wrote you, I got in touch with Herst on receipt of your prev-
ious letter, and suggested that he check very carefully before offering it for sale,
As I advised you, he replied that he had submitted it to 'he Philatelic Foundation
and had their certificate of génuineness,

Herst i rites that the cover belonged to & big collection in this country who
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may have received it through the original owner, or maybe from Jamet himself,
I don't know whether or not Hesst plans to withdraw the cover from the sale,
as he did not express himself on that point," (unqucte)

Jack, I appreciate the interest that you have taken in the Herst case,
and I thank you for same. I will be glad to keep you advised of anything that
develops,

Re = my address, for regular letters my box number is sufficient but for
special delivery, the street mmber is required,

I have signed the 10¢ cover to France and I am charging you a fee of 3,50,
With regards =

Singcerely yours,



Feb. 12, 1957.
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a Jark . Molesmorth Aps.

SPA

PLi'a’te]ic Dealer anJ Brol(er «.3.A.
ARA.

102 Beacon Street B.P-A.
Boston 16, Massachusetts ¢.a0.N.8.

February 21, 1957
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 5
33 North Ff. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed are two covers which | recently picked up in a
London auction on which | would appreciate your comments and
signature on the back if they are both genuine. The one with
block of 10¢ [856s is not in as nice condition as | expected
from the description, so | shall probably have a difficult time
moving it. | presume it is a double 24¢ rate cover.

|f the [0¢ 1847 cover is genuine, | presume it is a rare
one, as | don't recall having seen but one or two other [|0¢
|847s used abroad during tThe entire time | have been in business.
| am quite curious as to how it ever got to England with The
very brief address which it has. How do you explain that
factor? | shall look forward with infterest fTo your comments
on tThis cover,

Encloséd~is a carbon of another letter which | have written
to Mrs. Dale after hearing from Ezra Cole. | thought you might
be inferested in having it To keep up on my correspondence with
her. |t is quite all right to keep these carbons for your files
if you wish.

With best regards,

M\
E. Molesworth,

JEM: fc



e : February 21, 1957
‘Mrs. Louise B, Dale

Chairman, The Philatelic Foundation

22 Eagt 35th Street

New York 16, N.Y.

M :”rﬁ. Oale:

As | wrote you on February 15, | have contactedthe party who had informed me that

. he knew of over one hundred errors made by the Philatelic Foundation, presumably over
the past few years. He has just replied that he would prefer not to be quoted, end alsoe
that he would not care to serve in an advisory capacity to the Philatelic Foundation
under the conditions and organizational set-up now prevailang. He apparently would not
ob ject to so serving under somewhat different conditions. | §ather from his comments
that he seems to feel the Dealers Advisory Commitiee does not have much real influence

. on the opinions of the Philatelic Foundation, and is set up more to let the dealers think
: i'hey are having some say when actually they are not. Whether this is, of course, the
actual case 1 do not baHeve either he or 1 roolly know, though you should

1 belbheve the main point uhich bothers him, and one which | must admit concerns me
also, is the policy which prevents dealers from serving on the official Board of Experts.
Since it is my firm conviction, as outlined in my past letters, that the only real experis
on United States stamps living today happen 1o be dealers, unless and until dealers are
 admitted to full membership on the Baard of Experts #t will be incapable of rendering
~expert gpinions in all areas of United States stamps. |if the opinion of a dealer is so
- essential and valuable, why should he be barred from serving on the official Board of
Experts merely because he happens to be a professional? Some of the best expert committees
abroad include dealers in their membership, in spite of the more common feeling there that
-mm's are for some reason an murior class of people,

As it now stands, frm my observaﬂms, there appears to be sufficient resentment
among those dealers who are experts against the policy of the P.F. of allowing only
~collectors to serve on their official Board, that it will be exiremely difficulf to
‘secure the services of the léadmg dealer experts in an advisory capacity under this
set-up. However, if this seft-up were o be changed and dealers were to be eligible to
serve on the official Board, | rather believe you would be able Yo find a number of
extremely well-qualified ones who would serve in that capacity with no pay and be most
willing to donate their time. | believe under those circumstances such dealer experts
- would feel an obiigation fo philately as a whole 1o render such a service., Under the
mm‘r resirictive practices, no such obligation is felt.

l shall iook forward nifh mfm'as‘r fo your coman'l's on this siﬂmﬂon.

- Fai fhful Iy yours,

| " Jack E. Molesworth,
JEM; fc



Feb. 23, 1957,

Mr. Jack E, PBIemr’bh,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith are the two covers as per yours of
the 2lst.

Regarding the 10¢ 18,7 cover., I do not think
an item such as this is especially rare and I am quite
sure that you have seen sémilar items heretofore. Look
in the Green sale or the Moody or the Meroni and I am
sure you will find 1847 covers to England. This cover
was from Norfolk and the 10¢ merely paid the postage up
to New York or Boston where the letter was put aboard a
Cunard Mail Ship. On reaching England it was rated with
British Packet postage due of 1 shilling., This was the
postage from the U, S, frontier to British destination,

You will find this same marking on similar covers with uses
prier to 1849. My good friend Emmerson Krug of Birmingham,

Ala, likes such covers as this and if it is for sale I
suggest that you send it to him,

With kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



FOb. 23’ 1997

To
My, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,

For
Authentication of 10¢ 1847 cover,
Norfolk, Va. to Iﬂmon in. Aug. 1&7 saswe f:l;.m

Authentication of cover fron

Brooklyn, N,Y, to England
Double rate of h8¢ in Jam 1856 sssssssee sh.m
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P 4
% Boston 16, Massachusetts March 6, 1957
Mr. Stanley B.

W
'Ashbrook
P 0. Box 3l

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

B Dear Stan,

My thanks for your March | letter and your endorsing of the Chicago Perf cover.
losed is my check for $4 to cover your fee. | was quite interested to learn that
h it is the second earliest known. | have mentioned that fto my client, and am sure he
~ will be interested in such information.

| sincerely hope that Jessup may be able to help some in ironing out the situation
at the P.F.

| appreciate very much your sending along the photograph of the [0¢ 1847 cover
used abroad. | have also noted Lot #86 in the Waterhouse sale of June 27, 1955, which
you called to my attention. That cover cerfginl*,was a beautiful one that, at least
in retrospect, appears to have sold most 'mecen .¥* |t of course has it all over the
one | sent you, though if these two examples are the only ones to come up at auction
over the past few years, | would consider them to be rare. | would agree with you
that $500 for my cover is possiblya bit high, though this is based on my cost, which
may have been unduly influenced by my inability to recall having seen any other such
covers offered for some time. | overlooked checking Waterhouse.

‘ As you requested, | am quite happy to return the unusual Brown-Orange shade on
= the 5¢ 1847, and shall look forward with interest fo The consolidated opinion of you
and your close friend. Also enclosed is the vertical pair of I¢ 1857s which would
appear to me to be Type Ill, and quite possibly in unused condition. | am not par-
ticularly concerned about having the ftype confirmed, but rather am most inferested
in your opinion with respect to its being in unused condition. When observed under
my ultra-violet lamp it shows some odd spots, but no direct evidence of pen-lines, etfc.
It was originally in a vertical sitrip of 3, with the top stamp having a |ight fown
cancel lation, with the implied conclusion That these two stamps missed being cancelled.
This may or may not be so, which | hope your detailed examination, with ulfra-violet
mbotos if you consider such necessary, will reveal.

Also enclosed is a very interesting Confederate cover which has me rather sfumped.
s - It is obviously a soldier's letter from General J. J. Pettigrew, which was mailed on
Fbktl W@VV June 27, but which has a Confederate #3 tied to the cover by the signature of same
e General, and the date "June 22," neither of which are in tThe same handwriting as the
0 endorsement in the upper right corner. | wonder if this 2¢ stamp was on the cover
”’_,,——"af any time during its original usage or whether it may have been added later, as no
other explanation would seem to be entirely consistent with the markings and usage.
| shall look forward with interest to your comments. Please sign the reverse if you
feel the stamp was originally on the cover, and not added at some later date.

With best regards,

= -

Jack E. Molesworth.
JEM: fc



March 8, 1957.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
. 102 Beacon Street,
. Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Yours of the 6th received with check for {4.00 and enclosures, Thanks very
much for the former,

pie You sure put one over on me on the 5¢ '47 which is returned, tut I was feel-
4 ing quite ill last Friday and all I saw was the color, I do not think I would have
taken a second look had I been feeling okay. Why not call it a superb orange? When
you wish to kid me please wait until I have fully recovered from this illness.

Re = the One Cent 1857 pair which I also return - The top stamp is Type III
and the lower is a Type IIIA - the plate positions sre 46LL = 5614, If you will re-
fer to my Vol, 1, page 234, I believe you will find that the above types are listed
on the chart as the types ;piven, I have photographs of these positions but none of
them show markings that are found on these two stamps, Eor example, marks (diagonal),
in lower left-~hand corner of the top stamp;.

Jack, I am just recovering from my recent illness and am still rather weak
. @and under Doctor's orders. As a result I am not doing any photographiec work, so I
% cannot make a photograph of this pair by ultra-violet, In an examinstion under my
1+ @y croscope the diagonal marks, and others mentioned above, are in the same blue ink as
stamp and are what I call ink varieties in printing - not consistent plate varie-
Wk e\ A brief examination under the microscope failed to impress me that any cleaning
3 ol ghen done and my puess is that this is an unused pair that escaped cancelation,
thﬂ'e Regarding the enclesed cover, In my opinion the 2¢ green was not used origin-
ally on this cover, Further, the description of a "free frank" is absurd - this was a
soldier's letter" and the postage had to be paid either by the sender or receiver, A
0\C \» soldier's letter could be forwarded unmpaid but with the postage due, Even Cen'l Lee
had to pay postage as you will doubtless recall, This was mailed at Winchester, Va.
and the "Due" and "10" was applied there, It was addressed to Summerville, Harnett Co.,
N.,C, and apparently forwarded from there, without extra charge, to Raleigh, N.C., which
is in the adjoining county of Wake, There was no 2¢ rate between Summerville and
Raleigh so the 2¢ stamp does not make sense, If this use was actually JUN 27 1863 then
I think it is quite an interesting and historical cover and was semt just 20 days prior
to the death of the Ceneral, If 1863, then the General was at or near Winchester, Va,
with his troops emroute to Gettysburg, where he was wounded in Pickett's charge on

July 4th, Later he died near Winchester, Va., on July 17, 1863 - age 35 years, I advise
you to check on these notes. '

Jack, I am charging you a fee of #4.00 for the opinions, data, etc., contained
in this letter,

I am also enclosing a face of a cover that I thousht you would like to see, I
do not know if it would be possible for some crook to take such a stamp off an item
such as this and apply 124 perfs, This stamp came from a pl-te that could have produced
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the 124, Look down the right side., I wondered at one tive if this stamp might have
been a gemuine Chicago perf and the user cut off the perfs, What do you think? I
would not want this to fall into the hands of Mr, Zareski, Please return at your
convenience,

I am also enclosing a letter that I received from Jamet some time ajo re =
the fake 30¢ 1869 cover. Please note and return,

No word from Jessup up to this writing,

Re = that 10¢ '47 cover in the Waterhouse sale, There is some doubt in my
mind that the cover is genuine, So be careful,

With regards -

Sinecerely yours,
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (opticnal)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter. >

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



Aug, 9’ 1957,

}h'o Jack E, Molesworth.
102 Beacon Sto‘
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jaeck:

Re ~ the Pettigrew cover herewith, It is my opinion that the
writing at left end is merely a notation regarding the letter that was enclosed -
It is as follows:

1862
0] 1
Gen, JeJePettigrew

In other words; the letter enclosed was from Gen, J, J, Pettigrew and dated Oct,
31, 1862, I do not think this is anything other than that, The address is in blue
ink and was probably written by the General, whereas the end notation is in black
ink and loocks like a female hand,

Apparently the letter was mailed on Nove 1 from _ ? to William S,
Pettigrew, Raleigh; with a pair of the 5¢ Typo., It was forwarded from Raleigh on
Nov, 5 with a H,P, of the 5¢ green Litho, I don't think anything more can be said
about it,

It is my opinion that the "frank" on the Winchester cover is in the hand-
writing of the General and that the address on this envelope is in the same handwriting,
The end notation on this cover appears to be in a female hand and very similar, if not
the same as on the 1862 Bover, I don't think the 2¢ stamp makes sense on this cover,
It- could have been put on years after the war and the notation made at that time,

I return both covers herewith, Can you make out the town on the V,P, of the
5¢ Typo?

Re = the 1¢ Ghicago perfs copy. I have no record that this stamp was sent
to me by Fortgang - at least I have been unable to find any such record, I make a
color slide of every item of any importance thtt erosses my desk and keep a description
in a special book day by day, During December of 1956 and Janucry of 1957 I did not 3
make a photo of any 1¢ Chicago perf for Fortgange There is no necessity for taking the
matter up with Mr, Alter as I examined the stamp for him and charged him a fee, Why not
write Fortgang and inquire if he is sure he showdd the stamp to me, The 1¢ Chicago is
a rare stamp and I bblieve I would have made a photo record had such an item been sub=-
mitted to mes Now I am not stating he did not send such a stamp, I was ill in December
and it may have arrived at that time and I may have informed Fortgang it "looked"
perfectly good,

With regards - Sincerely yours,
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Jan, 29, 1957.

Mr, C. E. Cummings,
817 Churech St.,
Redlands, Calif,

Dear Mr, Cummings:

Replying to yours of the 27th. I am always
interested in anything umusual in the 10¢ 1855-1857,
and if you care to forward the stamp tome I will
be glad to look it over.

Please pardon my negligence in acknowledging
your registered letter of the 2nd with return of
the 3¢ 1861, I suppose I have done about all that
I can with the stamp and to those of my friends who
are students of the 3¢ 1861, it is their umanimous
opénion that the stamp is a chemieal changeling of
some sort,

Thanks very much for your check.
With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



-~

Feb.I, I957

Mr.Stanley B.&shbrook

‘33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.

Fort Thomas Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook

In repy to yours of the 29th. IAm inclosing the 10¢ green
Scott# 32 For wour inspection.

Let me know what the charges will be, an I will foward you
a check to cover.,

In your letter you refered to a letter of the 2nd. an a 3¢
stamp of 186I, Im sorry but Im quite sure you have mistaken me for
another corfesponent, possibly with a simular addeess.

Hop#ing you the very best,

I remain
Yours truly

/g' Z? /é/vv'/""'”WT/n
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Febe 12' 1957.

Mr. C. E, Cummings,
817 Church St.,
R&ilandﬂ’ Calif,

Dear Mr, Cummings:

Herewith I am returning the 10¢ 1857 Type II
as per yours of the lst.

Tt is my opinion that this stamp does not show
a double transfer in the top or bottom labels. FPlease
note the top label and the fine vertical lines at each
end - these are very fine and do not show any doubling.
If the letters in either label appear to be a trifle
large it could be that the paper when printed was & bit
too damp, It is my opinion that your stamp is normal
and could not be classed as a double transfer.

« I apologize for the inclusion of the last para-
graph in my letter of the 29th, which was intended for
another correspondent in California.

There is no fee for the above comment.

Very truly yours,
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HOSKINSON'ROHLOFF & ASSOCIATES
studio

9 EAST ADAMS STREET CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS PHONE HARRISON 7-4788

Feburary 6. 1957

Dear Stanj

Sorry to hear that you have been laid mp but
glad to hea® that you are on the road to recoverye.

Things have been pretty hectic for us. We
buried my mother just before Christmas, she had
been living with us for the last few years.

Stan, I am sorry I haven't written sooner but
with the way things were at home. Now I guess I
can get behind the wheel a little. Enclosed find
several items which may be of interest to you,
certainly the 5¢ 1856 cover. What a usage.

I also found the name of the man you changed
the color of stamps also the size, He is Hy Padway.
But was not admitted to the Chicago Club, he is
still living I understand.

Stan your service on color was very interesting
especially since I own three of the 1862 chestnut
shades and also purchased the henna 1857, two Vertical
strips of three on a cover in the company sale. Rust
bought the other cover which had a stamp missing, to
me, the missing stamp makes it an incomplete cover.

Now here is a cuestion I want to ask, why isn't
the Walnut shade of the 5¢ 1847 not listed? I think it
certainly must be as rare as any 47 shade. Certainly
no rarer if such a one does exist. From what I have
heard the Slater copy certainly is up for cuestion.

What is your opinion? : »

Enclosed find 5¢ 1851 cover : 5¢ 1847 (I wonder)?
3¢ 1861 (odd color).

If you ok these and sign the back I will reemburse
you for it., If worthy of pictures take them for me.

, : Yiziiifjf?;c>» Eﬁizéfgééééy/
/S\Cw«// o, j W,/ Paul C. Rohloff
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Feb. 12, 1957,

Mr, Paul C, Rohloff,
209 S. State St.,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Paul:

Mildred and I were so sorry to learn that you had lost your Mother,
Such a loss is something that can never be replaced. We offer our sincere
sympathy. Your letter was the first advice we had,

I had about recovered from my pneumonia attack when I got a case of
shingles and boy is that real torture, I am still unable to spend tut a few
hours a day at my desk. The darn thing broke out in a secarlet rash across
the rigsht side of my chest and I have never had such pain, Well, so much for
my ills,

: Thanks so much for Padway's name. I will try and locate his address and
“frite hj.m. :

Re = the three covers that you enclosed.

5¢ 1.7 cover = from Detroit, Of course, there is no way to determine that
I am aware of whether the 5¢ stamp was actually used on this cover, but appar-

ently it was and escaped(?) cancelation, I could better determine the latter if
I made a photo by ultra=violet, which I will e plad to do if you wish.

Re = a walmut 5¢ 1847, I never heard that name used and I consider it in-

'appropriate. As a color BB the year 1847, Chase listed "DARK BROWN" and "BLACK

BROWN" and I believe either one would be muech better than WALNUT, In face,
BLACK BROWN would no doubt be better than DARK BRGWN, Did you mean that the
stamp on the enclosed cover was "WALNUT?" If so, then this is what I call

DARK BROWN as the BLACK BROWN (Chase) is much, much darker, I might add that

the genuine BLACK BROWN is a rare stamp, Many mistake oxidized copies for the
real shade,

3¢ 1861 eover of New York - Oct. 24, 1862, I do not think the stamp on this
cover is unusuel or a scarce shade, The only thing unusual about this stamp is
the early use of this cover. I do not have a record of it as early as 1862, I
is a pale brownish red. It is a distant relative of what I call the CARMINE LAKE,
a very rare shade. v

»

5¢ 1856 cover = 2h¢ rate - Phila. to New York = Year? Why 24¢? This use
had to be March 1858 or later. My opinion is that the cover is genuine and that
the use was protably 1858,  The years 1859-1860 and 1861 would be late for the
5¢ 1856, It is my recollection that Philadelphia used this sort of grid in the
late eighteen fifties. But why 24¢? It could only mean € x 3¢ - no foreign
origin - no registered - no other rate could apply but the domestic 3¢ - eight times.
This would mean that this letter weighed more than 4 cunces but not more than L
ounces. One wonders what the enclosure could have been. My guess is, a "Daguerriotype"
or two or more), Did you know that Sec., 88 of the P, L. & R, of 1857 (Regulations)
read as follows: (quote) "Sec. €8 - Daguerreotypes when sent in the mail should be



rated and charged with letter postase by weight.” (ui,ﬁuote)
I imagine the above is the solution of this cover.

I made color slides of all three and will send you copies if you wish
any or all = you can advise,

I made a black and white photo of the 5¢ 185é cover and will send you
print if you wish - You can advise.

For my comment on the above there is no charge, nor for signing the 5¢
1856 on the back, What culd I sign the other two?

Re -~ the 5¢ 1847 Slater orange. I never heard this questioned by anyone
who was competent to express a worth while opinion, There are a lot of gossipy
old women in the game who freely express opiniocns on matters of which they have
no knowledge. In my opinion the Slater 5¢ orange & absolutely a genuine co¥er,
no chemical changeling - no natural color changeling - a very rare and genuine stamp,

Nenie Jacobs advised Mr, Newbury not to buy it, I advised him to buy it, He
took Ernie's advice,” Well that is that,

- Mildred joins me in much love to "Milly" and you.

As ever yours,
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TELEPHONE
PLAazA 7-4460

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,
PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

6. WEST 48TH STREET
NEW YORK 36, N.Y

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 1.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'COLLECTION

7th February, 1957

Mr, Stanley B.Ashbrook

P, 0.Box 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

We are sending you enclosed herewith a United States 1861
24c unesed, and we would like to have your esteemed opinion
about shade and Scott number,

When returning the stamp please let us have your bill,

With many thanks.

Sincerely yours,

H. R, HARMER, I

NC
7
[V ’\/ Léy;

o

Leihid,

Herbert J% Bloch

HJB/MM

Enc.

- stamp

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ -

EMPLOYEES BONDED
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2

5

Stick postage stamps to your letter*to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIGE  16—71647-2




Febn ll&’ 1957.

He R. Harmer, Inc.,
New York 36, N.Y,

At.tenti_o_n Mry Herbert Je Elock

per yours of the 7th, My
apology for the delay in the retwn, For over a week we
have had miserable weather, overcast to dark, and not the kind

Dear Mr, Flock:

-,
)
o
>
ot
%
&
a
2
=
i
2
[ =
o
o

In my opinicn, this stamp is a fad and the paper
is very yellowish, Further, I am no authority on grills but I
do not believe this is the S.UsS, #99, If you have any doubt
on that score, I suggest you cend the stamp to Les Brookman,

There is no fee.

With regards =

Cordially yours,

A




s H:-R-HARMER, Inc.

PLaza 7-4460

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS NARMERSAESNEWSC R
PPRAISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
ROBATE & INSURANCE : RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
== NEW YORK 36, N.Y.
DIRECTORS
.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W |. v a
.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook 14th

33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue February
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1957
Dear Stan:

I am enclosing a copy of what I hope is the 24c steel blue and would appreciate
your observations as to whether this is so.

With thanks,

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC.

BDH:E
Enclosure

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+« + + - +« EMPLOYEES BONDED



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Re = 24$ 1861 - Lot 147 - in' sale by H. R. HARMER, INC,
of Febriary 11, 1957, and described as a 24¢ 1861
STEEL BLUE,

In my opinion, this stamp is the S, U. S."#70B -

STEEL BLUE." It is a perfect match to one of my re~
ference copies - On cover to England from "Blairsville,
Pa. - Nov, 11, 1861,"

What is considered the true steel blue color is known
on covers used in the last three months of 1861,

.

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

February 16, 1957



Feb. 16, 1957

Te
H. R. Harmer, Inc.,
New York’. NQY.

For Authentication
24¢ 186). STEEL BLUE

Lot #147 H,F.H. Sale 2/11/1957 eecessaes Sha00



TELEPHONE
PLAazA 7-4460

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER, I~c.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HARMERSALE,NEW YORK
6. WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
NE\X/ YORK 36. N.Y. RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
> . I,
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. . AUCTIONEERS OF THE

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'COLLECTION
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook 20th
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue February
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 1957

Dear Stan:

Many thanks for your opinion on the steel blue and check for $4 is en-

closed herewith,

Thank you also for your letter of February 11th with the details of the
three Worthington realizations of the Caspary Sardinia blocks.

BDH:E

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Beonmard

Director/ e
/,

Enclosure - Check

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ +« + =« +« EMPLOYEES BONDED



X EZRA D. COLE
C Rare Postage Stamps
7y

NYACK . NEW YORK

E K,—l 03 Commissions . Appraisals
6’ ,Z TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964
\ \o February Lth, 1957

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
PQ 0. BOX 31’
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for reporting on the 3¢ 1861 cover. I have one
of Em's Pigeon Blood covers here and one of myown which you
signed and the darn things, with my poor eyesight, is
exactly the same color except that it is a trifle darker,

a little bit more heavily inked.

I am also enclosing a pair of stamps which a customer
of mine bought in Lambert Gerberts last sale. Will you
please give me your opinion of this pair for a fee, so that
my customer can either keep it or return it to Gerber as the
case may bes Please write me a separabte letter on this
which I can send to the owner with the bill.

Sin}mf

-

EDC:mkl



.

Feb, ll&p 19570

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,

Ny&ck, N, Y,
Dear Egz:

We had clearing skies yesterday and today, and I had the opporunity
to examine the two pairs of the 3¢ 1861, I thought at first that the
cover had a pair of "pigeons" but a side=bye-side comparison with my re-
ference copies proved otherwise, The pair on cover is an excellent ex-
ample of the true PINK but it ie quite different from the_pigeon, The off-
cover pair is just a nice pair of the PINK, I signed both on the back, No
fee for the off-cover itemn, but I am charging a fee of $5,00 for the cover,
Incidentally, this is quite a nice cover,

Re = yours of the lst, Caspary Sales There were three blocks of
Sardinia in that sale that sold for over $50,000.00, In the Worthington
sale Caspary paid $650,00 for them.

Re - Herst cover. I feel sure this fake was never in a U, 8, auction,
It was sent to me originally by Jamet of Paris, along with about 15 other
covers in March 1955 for my examination, I pronounced about half the cowers
as bat, and he did not put them in a sale he held in June 1955, FRecently he
wrote me that he returned the fakes, including the 30¢ cover, to the owner,
What he did with them he did not know. So I guess we would not be able to
trace it, Would you like to have a photo print? No, I doubt if Bacher knows
anything «bout it, Herst refuses to give me the name of the "client" who put
it in his sale, He stated his client is a "friend" of mine. A "friend" could
mean some eastern dealer.

With regards =

Yours ete.,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

February 7th, 1957

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Po 0. Box 31’

Fort Thomas,

Kentucky.

Dsar Stan:

When you feel like 1t cast your eagle eye on this and please
write on the back your guarantee and endorsement if you will, and
charge me a fee, It 1s for a client of mine and he will pay it.

Sincerely,

EDC:mkl




Feb, 11, 1957.

Ryack, N.Y,

Dear Egz:

I have your two registered with the two pairs
of the 3¢ '6l. We have had nothing but very heavy
overcast, dark, rainy days for the past ten days.

It looks like it might clear and if so Iwill give
the two items the once-over tomorrow morning., A
casual glance seems to indicate the off-cover pair a

e wherecas the cover looks as though it might
be a real pigeon bloods If so, then it is some val-
uable cover, let us hope my glance in the fog is
correct,

For ten days I have been suffering tortukes
with ghingles and I am unable to spend but a few
. hours at my desk.

Fegards.

Yours ete.,



LB O = Y Z AN
333 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. e CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS

AN DOVER 3-6640
SU PERIOR 7-6640

February 23, 1957

Mr, Shanley Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Enclosed you will find' two stamps that I recently
purchased through an auction,

One stamp was listed as 1¢ blue, type 111 #21 the famous
99R11. The other 1¢ blue type 1V #23, I have identified
each stamp as indicated in the enclosed card.

-

Although I have consulted your magnificent and authoritative
work regarding these stamps I would feel doubly sure if

you would kindly indicate if you think these stamps are

genuine as described. Will you kindly do so on vour letterhead?
I am withholding payment on these stamps until I hear from
you. Enclosed is a token for your time together with a

self addressed stamped envelop for the return mail.

With sincere thanks for your kindness and my very best wishes

fincerely yours,

;EON HYZEN i
W ‘(. (O il \A,_’,:I’. 71*:: TS 43 C‘\\. z' ’
“\ & il
liﬂww4'1 F:;JZJL“‘&~N, v(; /¢k%:%é, Sl éfz«vvcé

ARCHITECT ° INTERIOR DESIGN [ PACKAGE DESIGN ® PRODUCT DESIGN



FEb. 28, 19570

Mr, Leon Hyzen,
333 No, Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, Ills,

Dear Mr, Hyzen:

Herewith I am returning the two 1¢ 1857's as
per yours of the 23rd. I apologize for the delay
in returning these two stamps to you but I have been
i1l and unable to attend to any business.

You will note that one of these itamps is a
Type II and the other is the common Type V.

May I thank you very kindly for the $5.00 enclosed.

Incidentally, I have for sale a very fine copy of
the Une Cent 1857 99R2, the price of which is $750,00,
This is off-cover. It is my firm belief that the per-
forated 99R2 is a much scarcer stamp than the imperforate
TR1E. I have a record which I have compiled over the
years of over sixty copies of the 7R but less than 20
copies of the 99R2.

Sincerely yours,



7209 o oith <Abtor Soroet - Uhicago 16, Mlinois

ARCHITEETURE

LEON HYZEN

INDUSTRIAL BESIGN

AR MAN

CERTIFIED MAIL

No. 225128

Mr, Stanley Ashbrook
33 No. Fort Thomas
Fort Thomas, Kentucky




POSTAL [HISTORY OF IOWA

WOODROW W. WESTHOLM
1605 THOMPSON AVENUE
DES MOINES, 10WA

e R
FIRIT DRI MBINES STATE - STEPMENION N 7 + Juky 11849

PISAL RIVER SDAT ~ FIRST BOAT AGATHA MAY 49,1848

Des Moines, Iowa
Jamuary 21, 1957

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. 0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avemue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:
Two reasons compelling me to write you today.

1. Have you ever had occasion, previously, to see an
"imperforate" 3¢-1869 on cover?

2, Knowing how rare the very early steamboat covers on
the Mississippi seem to be, thought you would like a
record of my latest find., "Steam B Mo." (repeated in
full spelling at bottom-left of cover "Missouri®, 27
June 1828, from St, Louis to Prairie du Chien, ."Rock
Island - 26" also in manuscript. Rate: 25¢ $ 18.3/4¢
Missent, then 25¢ deducted from 43 3/4¢ "over charge"
leaving a collectible balance of 18 3/4¢., E

You may return the enclosed cover at your convenience so that I may
return it to its owner, a novice collector, from whom I shall attempt to
purchase the item,

Yours very truly,
N

Woodrow W : holm,
waw ‘
enclosure (3¢ Imperf. 1869 tied by meg. * cancel on STORE VA, MAY 25)
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Jan, 28, 1957.

Mr, Woodrow Westholm,
1605 Thompson Ave.,
Des Moines, Iowa.

Dear Wcody:

It was nice to hear from you after quite a lapse.

Herewith the 3¢ 1869 cover, I regret to state
that I do not think this was an imperforate but rather a re-
gular perforgted from which the perforations were trimmed,
By the year 1869 we had a large mumber of stamp coldectors
in this country and among them quite a few who were quite
busy making varieties such as this "imperforate" as well as
"part perforate,” It is surprising how many are still
doing the same thing., There was no oceasion to issue any
1869 stamps in imperforate condition, nor is there any re-
cord of such.

Congratulations on your recent find of the S,E.
cover of 1828, That is surely very early, I would love to

» see it and make a photo for my records.

ol

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,




HORACE S. POOLE, PRESIDENT CHARLES |. ALTMAN, VICE-PRESIDENT WODODROW W. WESTHOLM, SECY-TREAS,
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE 2936 RUTLAND AVENUE 1605 THOMPSON AVENUE
DUBURQUE, IOWA DES MOINES, I1OWA DES MDINES, IOWA

AFFILIATED WITH FEDERATION OF lowaA STAMP CLUBS

Des Moines, Iowa
March 10, 1957

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

P, 0, Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avemue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

‘Thank you for your comments concerning the "mamufactured" 1869 imperf.
I bad suspected as much myself, but thought that, in the event that a legit-
imate variety had been turned up, you would be glad to know about it.

As per your request, I am enclosing the STEAM BOAT MISSOURI cover for
your perusal and recording. I would appreciate an early return (allewing
yourself a reasonable time to process it) so that I might have it with me on

my prospective trip to Peoria March 30-=31.
Yoprs very truly,
/ 5 \*‘ﬁ;

L AR e
- Wet H0)
> Wéodrow Westholm, Secretary-
: Treasurer &/ Bulletin Editoxr.
: 3 :
enclosure: Steam B. Mo. cover ‘ v

i
¥

3



Mr, Woodrow W, liestholm,
1605 Thompson Ave.,
Des Moines, Iowa,

Dear Mr. Westholm:

Thanks very much for your kindness in sending the enclosed
cover to me, I do not recall ever seeing an upper Mississippi
Stemmboat cover that was used as early as 1828, but, of course, I
am no student of such items, In your opinion is 1828 an ex-
ceedingly early use? Of course, here on the Chio River it is a
different proposition as much earlier dates have been recorded,
in faet, I think I have one along about 1816,

" If Fugene Klein was alive, he would surely welcome a sight of
your cover, His daughter is carrying on his work and no doubt she
would welcome advice regarding this item,

Do you know Paul Rohloff of Chicago or Henry Hill of Minneapolis?
If so, do they know about your cover?

I did not make a black and white photo but for my records did
make a color slide which I will be pleased to loan you in ecase you
would like to see it,

Again many thanks.,

Cordially yours,



TO

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT

St X onisGlobe-Bemocrud

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

DATE March 6, 1957

FROM

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

Enclosed are two stamps on which I wish your opinion. The stamp from Siegel
was purchased as 85B. I'm inclined to think it is #87. Also, if it is 85B would
the breaking through of the grill detract from its value? According to the cat-
alogue the grill is suppesed to break the paper-should it do it to the extent
that this one does? The grill on the other stamp measures correctly but it just
doesn't look right to me.

<)
Would you kindly return the stampg& and bill me here at the Globe.

| Toabb, | &

Walter I. Evans

\
H{:RE AT The C/u

-



March 10, 1957.

Mr, Walter I Evans,
% The St, Louis Globe Democrat,
1133 Franklin Ave.,
St. Leuis 1, Mo,
Dear Mr.Fvanst

I am in receipt of yours of the 6th enclosing the 2¢
1867 BeJ., Siegel sale, Lot 371 and your single, I am
not much of an authority on grills end I fear my opinion
would not be of much help te you, so I am sending the twe
copies up to my good friend Brookman whom I consider very
competent on such varieties, I will return them to you
as soon as he returns them,

I have been ill on and off for several weeks and I
sincerely apologize for my negligence in acknowledging re-
ceipt of your recent check for $2,43, Many thanks,

My kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,
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S.

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified- mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

¥ U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2




N 4

Mareh 13, 1957,

Hl‘. Walter Io E\rans, L
# The St, Louis Globe ocrat,
- 1133 Franklin Ave,., 3
St. LOUiS 1. &.
Dear Mr, Evans:

Herewith your two Black Jacks and also letter from Mr,
Brookman, which you pay copy if you wish and retwrn to me
at your convenience,

1 suggest that you meke out the check for $4086 to
L.GoBrookman and send it direet to him or you ean mail it to
me and Iwill forward, Incidentally, I agree 1005 percent
with him that Mr, Siegel was not aware that anything was wrong
with his COY »

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,




H. O SERHUYEER "CEOLE
WILLOW HILLS LANE
CINCINNATI 27, OHIO

February 8, 1957

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
P,0, Box 31

33 N, Ft, Thomas Ave,
Ft, Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:
I am sending you enclosed herewith two stamps of the
1¢ 1851 denomination, on which I would like to have

your opinion,

One of these is listed as a Plate III stamp, If this
is correct, I would appreciate your signing it as such,

The other is one which I would like to have you check
and let me know which Plate it was printed from,

I expect you to bill me as usunal for your help, which

I greatly appreciate,
Sincerely, ?

att, 1



Feb, ll’ 1957.

Mr. H. S. Cole,
4700 Willow Hills Lane,
Cincinnati 27, Chio.

Dear Mr. Cole:

I have yours of last week with the two copies
of the One Cent 1851, I am laid up at present and
unable to spend much time at my desk but I hepe'te
be okay in a few days and will examine your copéés
and give you a report.

With regards -
Cordially yours,



o,

Feb. &, 1957.

Mr. H. S. Coles
4700 Willow Hills Lane,
2 Cincimnnati 27, Ohio.

Dear lr. Cole:

I have had an attack of shingles and it
has been very painfule. I managed to examine
one of your copies and I am returning it here-
withe

You inguired if it was a Flate 3. To be
sure, 1 had to plate it and plating a copy like
this dis not exactly easy. lHowever, this stamp
is 21E3, no doubt about that.

I will examine the other copy and return to
you laters

With regards -

Cordially yours,



Feb. 19, 19570

Mr, H, Schuyler Cole,
4700 Willow Nills lane,
Cincinnati 27, Ohio.
Dear Mr, Coles

Herewith the other copy of the 1¢ 1851 as
per yours of the &th,

This stamp is a Type II - "Bf' relief from
Plate 2 = the plate position is 28R2 and I have
signed it as such on the back,

With regards -

Cordially yours,



