Scrapbook No. 40 May 1956 — August 1956

1. E.B. Jessup Re Hawaii Missionary Cover

2. Howard Lehman RE various covers via Nic —to Canada Elec
3. D.N. Mclnroy Re 1¢ 51 — Type 1A

4, Dr. W.S. Polland re 3¢ 1861 R.R. Cover

5. E. Perry Miscellaneous

6. Tracy Simpson Re Louisville & Cinti Mail Line

The Wm. E. Tickel 3¢ 1861 — Rose

8. Ollie Wolcott

9. Philip Ward Jr. ship into N.O. Re Transfer Rolls 1851 Issue
10. | Wilshire Stamp Co. 10¢ 1861 Type 1 1¢ 51 Reprint

11. | Dr. O. Bacher 30¢ 1869 on Piece Disraeli

12. | Ezra Cole Cover from England Forwarded with 3 1861
13. | Irwin Heiman 5¢ - 10¢ 1847 Cover Ex. Dunham sale —Dec. 54
14. | E.C. Krug Various covers

15. | C.C. Hart two 5¢ 47 covers Chicago 6 Middleton Conn
16. | Leon Reussille Re 12¢ + 3¢ 61 to France Earliest 12¢ 61
17. | Roger Weill 10¢ 1847 — Green Cancel

18. | C.C. Hart 10¢ 1847 cover Roswell Geo

19. | “Stampazine” 10¢ 2847 Reprint

20. | E.D. Cole 3¢ +1¢ 57 Cleveland O

21. | L.G. Brookman Re 3¢ 67 Grill covers May & Aug 1867
22. | E.C. Krug Cover from England Forwarded

23. | Henry Hill Re 8800% Cover 5¢ 1856

24. | Geo. N. Malpass mobile stampless

25. | E.C. Krug 3¢ 1861 Pink covers

26. | Horace Poole 5¢47 Cover MacGregor’s Landing lowa
27. | S.H. Dike Re New Mexico Covers

28. | Tom Parks L.V. Huber Re New Orleans Blockade cover
29. | Mrs. Harold Pickett Steamer Gen’l Quitman

30. | Philip Rust 1¢ 1857 99R2

31. | Corwith Wagner cover “STEAMSHIP 40”

32. | Mort Neinken Re 1¢ 1851 —type IV Block INK VARIETY
33. | E.C. Krug Fake 30¢ bank note cover

34. | Win Boggs 30¢ cover to Guatemala

35. | C.C. Hart Five 5¢ & 47 Covers

36. | E.C. Krug Covers from June stolen sale

37 | Richard L Trout Cinti O

38. | E.C. Krug Re 5 Covers

39. | C.C. Hart 2 - 5¢56 covers

40. | E.C. Krug —5 covers Stolow sale

41. | J.G. Fleckenstein 24¢ 61 cover to Swiss

42. | E. Perry Re Franklin Carrier with RED Phila

43. | H.S. Cole 5¢ 1847 OH 161 items

44. | E.C. Krug 3¢ 57 PART Pert Jonesborough Ind.




45. | Geo D. Cabot 1¢ 1851 PI. 4

46. | L. L. Shenfield Re Confed Cover “SAVANNAH" P.M.
47. | E.D. Cole 3¢ + 1¢ 57 with foreign working

48. | S.D. Harris re - 24¢ 1861 — 78A

49. | K. E. Keister Re 5¢ C.S.A. Athens

50. | Jack Molesworth 5¢ 1856 Block of 8 -

51. | MacBride Article “Blockade cover” in stamps
52. | Re 7R1°Dark Blue — Ex. SBA

53. | Ezra D. Cole 5¢ 1847 orange

54. | S. Ichida Kobe Japan Various

55. | Jack Molesworth 3¢61 unused 13 this PINK
56. | E. Perry Re Millard Mack covers

57. | Jack Molesworth Re 10¢ 1857 Unused IV 86L1
58. | Sam Paige Re 3¢ 69 Bisect Plus 2¢ 63

59. | E.B. Jessup Re 12¢51 Bisect on Piece “JUN 1”
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May 18, 1956.

Mr, Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT

1475 Powell St.,

O2kland, Calif,

Dear Edgar:

I wrote Dan about the Missionary cover and he
advised me that it sold in the Leland Powers sale
@ $1,000,00, I judge the damage was responsible,
but has it not been stated that the majority of
these stamps have bteen repaired? Dan did not know
where Powers obtained it, and he had no recollection
that it ever belonged to Fmerson, Who today knows
much about the Missionary stamps? All the experts in

them of past days are dead, so to whom could we inguire =

there did Leland Powers obtain this cover, Dan stated
that Harris was théebauyer in the Powers sale,

I received yours from Chicago and will reply
later. Stan Jr. is home so I am letting all work slide
for the present,

Do hope Mi_'l.dred hA° f\ﬂ_'l.y recovered, Giv% her
our best wishes -

Cordially yours,



May 14, 1956.

Mr, Dan'l F,:Kelleher,
7 Water St.,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Dan:

I am seeking a bit of information, In your j2Lth sale of May 8, 1943,
(Leland Powers) was a Hawaii 13¢ Missionary cover, Can you give me
sale price? This same cover came up in the Admiral Harris sale by
Harmer Rooke on April 27, 1954, as Lot 62 and was sold to Bob Sieged, It was
stated this wes ex-Powers and Emerson but I do not seem to have a record of
it in any of the Emerson sales, Can you tell me - without undue trouble - if
Bob owned this cover at anytime and was it in any sale by you?

I did not get down to the Fipex and so missed seeing you as well as a
lot of old friends, However, I was reliably informed that you were on hand
and was looking fine and just as young as evers

With all good wishes to you =

Ag ever yours,



DANIEL F, KELLEHER
W.”'""‘L“ F. Km.mm: Ostage Stamps for CoHectors

B. L. DREW & €O,

TELEPHON’E
1885

LAFaverrg 3676
7 WATER STREET - BOSTON - MASS,
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th 18, 19560

My, Daniel F, Kelleher,
7 Water Strm’
Boston 9, Mass.
Dear Dan:

Thanks very much for yours of the 15th
with the data on the Leland Powers cover,

If perchance you can offer me at any time
‘any item that is out of the ordinary or extra
fine please do so.

With every good wish -

Cordially yours,
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May 23, 19§6.

Mr, Fdger B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT

1475 Pouell St,,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgar:

Re - yours from Chicage in reply to my wire, Thanks for the check

for £7,00 for the Stark cover and the slides,
, Fe = the Hawail cover. Yes, it was illustrated in the Harris Sale as

you have doubtless learned since your return home, As to the value, in its
present condition I would think it might well be worth $2,000,00, Inasmuch
as g11(?) dre wepaired, would this be any exception? I see no reason to
" bring up this“Peature, How many people would remember the Harris illustration
111,‘213& k' .or.catalogue? I obtained a beautiful color slide of it whiech I
!d.ll send later,

I will wateh carefully for any California items in the Stark collection
and send them tc you,

I note you mey be returning East in the near i‘uture - fine, your visit
was much too brigf,

Stan was here all last week and we sure enjoyed his homecomm;.
Em Krug is due next Monday and qu.y! a 'Tew da.ya 1ater.

How is your Mildred? Has she fully recovered?

Our best wishes to her and you,

Cord:!.a.lly yoursy, A



HOWARD LEHMAN

119 WEST 71ST STREET NEW YORK 23, N. Y.
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N 511387

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK

Mr. HOWARD LEHMAN
sTReeTAnD No. /19 West 71st Street

NEW YORK (23) N.Y. A

CITY AND STATE i <g

1=1 1
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,\.
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered
delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



-

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955  16—71547-1



Ihy 9‘ 1956 °

Mr, Howard Lehman,
119 West 7lst Bt.,
New Yerk 23, N,Y,

Dear Howards

Re = yours of the Tthe VIA NICARACUA cover, Nothing outstanding about
this and hence not attractive, I cannoet think of any prospeet who might be
interested -~ no New York postmark, ete, It is cquite true that this type of
the marking in blue is uwncormon but how many of the present day give a rap
for this feature? This was a framed markins but 1little of the frame lines
show. I think I have a better cover in the Stark lot for 875,00, I am re-
turning it herewith,

Re - the cover to Hamilton, Canada, This was 1852 and the rate was 10¢
paid or unpaid -« all or none, The writer apparéntly put 2 3¢ 1851 instead of
paying 10¢, hence New York rated it as entirely id with 10¢ due in Canada,
Our 10¢ was equal to § pence currency (not sterl = So the Hamilton P,0,
rated it as 6d due, Covers such as this are rather common = both as stampless
and with 3¢ Tg5l stamps or even 3¢ 1857, I am sure you have seen quite a few,

Re - the Concord item, I think the use was 1852 (or perhaps later), and
that this is just a handstamped paid., I assume the printed date of the éircu-
lar (1851) is correct, because I think the reference to "Post Office stamps"
referred to the 1847%s, You will recall that it wes quite the custom to refer
to them as "Post Office stamps," Inasmuch as there was no 3¢ rate (eireular
drop or first class) in January 1851, my guess is that there is little chance
that this use was before January 1852,

Re = the Harmer sale that you mentioned. So far I have not received a
catalogue, I will keep your letter before me and advise you later, I certainiy
did know John Kleemann quite well and I had a letter from him shortly before his
death, His brother Jake was much the best of the two, He lives in Augusta, Ca,
and I hear from him oceasionally, John handled a lot of phoney stuff - knowingly.
Guess he thought he had a right to do so after he got stung so badly on the
Grinnell Missionaries,

Thanks Haward, for your check for +13,75 for the little lot of Type V covers,

Looks like we are due to have a lot of visitors for the balance of the month
and Stan Jr, will be home on leave from the 15th to 22nd and the chances are we
will be down at Lexington the weekend of the 19th = then back down there on the
28th for several days, so be sure and advise me in advance when you expect to be
out this way, ,, :

With best wishes - Yours etc.,



My 18, 1956. ot

% W, D, N, MeInroy, |
16w3 - lsth AVG. F) S.W.,
Seattle 66, Wash,

Dear Mr, McInroy:

Herewith the Cne Cent 1851 as per yours of the l4th,” This is a
Type IA, and cquitie a nice copy and in my opinion sound in ever y way.
I examined it carefully and failed to note any defect, It is too
 bad it is so heevily canceled, If it was not for this feature this
copy would be worth over $600,00 in my opinion, It is & fine sharp
impression and excellent color, I found it a difficult copy to plate
but I made a photograph of it anc later I hope to give you the plate
position from the print, If you will put a good glass on this you
 will note that there are no plating marks, hence I will have to identify
it by a process of elimination, I signed the stamp on the back for you.

¥y fee for the examination is $3.50,
This letter is a bit brief as I am swamped with work,
With kindest regards - :

Cordiauy yours,




o

MATTHEW. E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
i J5do fa/d .
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE GLENWOOD 4-2451
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my l‘l’ 19560

Dre We Scott P Ollﬂm’
1540 Fifth Ave,,
San Fafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Herewith the 2¢ 1861 cover as per yours of the 9th,
The marking is "S% L & I. He ReRe" or "The St. louis &
ReRe." This road, in the early eighteen
esy ren so h for 87 miles to a town called "Eilot
%mh}&." T have a list of the stations on the road but
canmot make out the town in your strike, I suppose
this road is a part of the Mo, Pac. R.R. todaye I am
gure you can find it on a Missouwri mep and you might be
able to identify the town, :

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



February 19, 1956

Stan:

Thanks a lot for the corresction in yours of the 16th. It gives
me no satibfactiigﬁgg/ rrors of mine or anybody else?s perpetuated.
avés

I may or may not have read the U.S.-British treaty of Dec. 15,
1848 among the many treaties I X have read. I am in my 72nd year -
not my 172nd. Where would I find time to do the things which I could
do if my time was confined to one country?

=
_Specialized work has been done here on engraved, lithographed,
typographed stamps, and surcharges, and including British North America
all five Central American republics, five or more countries of South
America, and very intensive work on The Dominican Republic and Haiti.
And perhaps others that do not occur to me at the moment.

>

The work on the Brazil Dom Pedros was more or less continuous for
eight years, included at least twenty plates, and the sixty volumes
contained 3,000 or more pages.

In my opinion the work on the 10¢ Jeffersons rates with the studies
of the 1¢ and 3¢ 1851-57. There are ten plates before the re-engraved,
and not including re-entered states. No doubt I still have hundreds
of copies which, if Latta's theory were correct, could not exist at
all! iiy material contains plenty of proof that his "relief break"
never happened. Nore than 20,000 of those stamps were examined here.

The Independent Mails book will take 360 printed pages, the Car-
rier bookyfor which 2,500 items have been photographed , will need
720 pages even when many of the photos are omitted, and there is
enough data in hand to make a book of 600 pages or more on U.S.
Local Posts and Stamps.

Much work has been done on U.S. General Issue Revenues, and also
the Private Die stamps, Peny Express, Western Franks, etec. The files
contain a record of 1,000 Mississippl River steamboats in operation
during a period of about fifteen years.

I can take you to a room in the New York Library where I obtained
data in 1916 and it hasn't been published yet. Twenty-five years
ago Chrissie and I spent nearly a week in the Library of Congress.
The wad of paBes of her shorthand notes haven't been transcribed
yet. I don't know what they contain.

That's why I cannot recall which treaties I may have fead.

Probably my error resulted from confusion regarding the Cunard
ships. I thought the service began in 1840 and had an idea that it

went to Boston only for about four years.

Where we disagree is what constitﬁ%s a "domestic rate." I contend
that a domestic rate is from one post office to another in the U.S.

If the 5¢ New Yorks on letters to foreign countries prepaid only that




#2 Sten 2/19-156

rate then, in my opinion, letters within the 5¢ zone from Boston
would have gone to the Boston Post O0ffice - and stayed there. The
"domestic rate" would have prepald that service only, and would not
have put the letters onto any ship.

But the letters show they were put on a ship. Therefore the ser-
vice was more than mere "domestic." The 5¢ stamp on & letter going
abroad prepald the domestic rate and additional service which was
"shore to ship."

Two kinds of service, each at the same rate - 5 cents. The domes-
tic rate - post office to post office - and the "shore to ship"rate
of 5 cents which included the domestic rate.

As there was no charge for the extra service, it is evident that
the P.0. Dept. absorbed it.

From Jyly 1, 1851, when the prepaid domestic rate was 2 cents, the
"shore to shipﬁ rate was 5 cents, and the P.0.D. got 2 cents for

the extra service. DBut if the letter was mailed in the same port
where 1t was put on board ship, it seems to me the P.0. Dept. got

1¢ drop letter postage plus 4 cents "shore to ship."

I hope your cold departs soon and fails to return. I have had an
anno¥ing cough occasionally but have been able to work every day.
It will be a tight squeeze to fulfill commitments for the FIPEX show.

t

* including stamps from line-engraved plates which were not made
from transfer rolls, and have no position dots, relief varieties
and such helpful criteria.



May 8, 1956

P —— - —
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,,/’” Yours of the 4th. Neinken showed me the N.0. cover at the  \
JFIPEX banquet. When I got home I looked up the N.0. csection of the \\

e o Cmyen - R

Carrier Chapter, ©So far as appears Irom any records I have found

there was no collection fee on mail letters from 1851 until the

Aet of April 1860 when the fee was one cent. £So in this V.0. to i
Mexico letter of 1860 the two 1¢ stamps could not have prepaid a l
collection fee before April and would have overpaid a 1¢ fee after \
April 3rd, if they were affixed with intent to prepay carrier ser- \
vice to the N.0. Post Office. You may omit the photo.

Of course the writer of the letter may -have thought there was a
2¢ collection fee, because the delivery fee on mail letters prior
to April 1860 was two cents, and added the two 1¢ stamps by such
error. L

8 R ;...r-#:wu..-sx R A
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T recall very few stamped envelopes of any value used to foreign x
countries. They do occur when there was no apeCiflC domestic use
for .the rate, such as the 7¢ Reay, and the 5¢ Taylor and Garfield.
Some 10¢ envelopes are known used abroad, such as double U.P.U.
rate and I suppose Supplementary iail altho I do not recall having
noted the latter. The 7¢ Plimpton may have been aval laole for a
year or so but I don't recall having seen any.

Other high values,corresponding to the adhesives which were
largely intended for foreign rates, vwere large size, and thus per-
haps more suitable for over-weight domestic letters than they were
for ordinary foreign letters. However, unless some official records
are found it could be anybody's guess as to why the Reay and
Plimpton high values were issued. That is, prior to the "syndi-
cate® &0c brown and 90¢ purple, etc.

I did not examine any items in the Caspary sale of Jan. 16th,
and so have no ideas about Lot 15Z2. Probably it would have seemed
strange to me that the cancel was on & cover from Kalamazoo to Lock-
port. A.H.C. did have some items that I had reason to believe were
not just what they appeared to be. I found him to take the objec-
tive viewpoint - an item was good or bad on its own merits whether
it was his property or not. I won't say he was easy to convince
against his own belief, but if I could prove I was correct he would
agree. In one instance I proved that a cover could not have been
faked in 1892 be&~cause it had been in existence many years earlier
and was still in the condition as when it was mailed. His ideas
had been based on an assumption which didn't happen to be true. N

As €T,

1

Lot 2pin s 75 1927
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June 12, 1956

Stan:

C.W.P. and I returned from a Week at Washington's Birthplace in
Virginia last evening and found your letter of the 7th. Sherm is
being tfansferred to the National Park at XKing's Mauntain, S.C. some
miles from that town in North Carolina, this week and we wished to se=
him and our daughter-gn-la® and our grandchildren while they were only
300 miles away instead of 600.

I found the quote from the Act of June 15, 1860 in the PL&R of 1866,
page 60. It is Section 233. A reference note says "Approved 15 June,

1860. (12. Stat.38).m

I followed PMG Holt's interpretation of thet Act, i.e., "delivery"
at the one cent fee meant, on mail letters, delivery (collection) to
the post office, or from the post office, according to whether the let-
ter was outgoing or incoming. On local letters which were handled in
any way by carriers, no drop letter postage was charged and the car-
rier fee was one cent. Thisncould be for drop letters taken to the
post office for delivery at a window in the post office, or for letters
dropped in the post office local delivery by carrier, or for local lete
ters which were collected and delivered by carrier.

The one cent collection fee on mall letters was commonly, if not al-
ways, -prepaid by a special carrier stamp or by a One Cent "U.S.POSTAGE"
stamp of 1851-60 or 1861. The One Cent delivery fee from the post of-
fice to the addressee was collected in cash. Unless an addressee was
a box-holder, or for another reason was on the "don't deliver" list,
the carrier took out all mail for addressees in his district, was chargeg
for it and was checked out on his return to the post office,when he
paid in the cash fees he had collected and was credited with the un-
deliverable mail.

For at least part of the time in Cincinnati and probably other cities
where a "do deliver" list of addressees was practicable, the carriers
apparently took out only mail to addressees whose nameSwere on the list.

Holt was compelled to interpret the Act of June 15, 1860 as he did
because otherwise , in New York and other large cities, there would have
been no collection fee on mail letters, which had been the case since
1851, more or less continously in Philadelphia and invariably in New York.
As I tried to explain in the Carrier Chapter, many local posts were
charging only one cent on lowal mapgter and on mail letters "to the pest
office.™ In New York and Philadelphia the locals ﬁ?e getting a big =ka
share, or most of the local bhusiness because if a local letter was also
a drop letter the drop letter postage had to be added to the carrier
fee. Holt wanted the Act of April 1360 so the U.S. carriers would get
more of the local business which the locals were getting.

mail

In general, the local (private) posts could not get incoming, letters
to deliver, so the U.S. carriers had a practical monodoly of that ser-

vice. To enahle the U.S. carriers to extend this monopoly to thé out-
going mail letters, in 1851 the one cent collection fee was abolished



#2 gtan 6/12-156 zb

but the delivery fee was two cents, collected in cash. Hence, 7/ 7./
wherever the collection fee had been one cent and the delivery fee
was the same, on mail letters, and the amount of incoming and out-
‘going mail was about equal, instead of getting one cent for out-
going and also one cent for incoming, they received the same total -
two cents - all on the incomgng mail.

Following the Act of Jyne 15 1860, and to enable the carriers to
obtain the same amount of total fees, Holt had to charge a cent for
collecting mail letters. That is why the great majority of the 3¢
plus 1¢ letters are found in the period Jyly 1, 1860 to June 30, 1363.

The only place I see where my interpretation of the Acts of April
and Jyne 1860 might be more accurate, is that the fee on local letters
was only one cent for collection, or for delivery, or for both, while
there were two distinct fees (of one cent each) on mail letters,
i.e., one cent for collection on outgoing, and one cent for dellweryon
on incoming. Because both fees would not be collected on the same
letter, I think it was reasonably accurfate to state that "This (one
cent) fee applied to both city letters and mail letters.™

Acts of Congress applied to all post offices - including New Orleans,
I don't see how Holt could have avoided interpreting the Act of June
1860 different at New Orleans than at any other post office. Ie
could not charge a fee of more than one cent on any one letter, and
so either charged a cent for "dzivery" to the post office, or nothing.
What possible reason could Holt have advanced for interpreting the
law so as to maintain the carriers! total fees at many offices but
to slash them deeply, if not cut them in two, at New Orleans?

The U.S. Carrier Book was expected to be ready for the publisher
to make the cost estimate by June 1lst, but last month so much of it
had to be re-arranged to meet the publishert's desires that I could
not get it done. It will be finished this month if possible.

I agree with much that you say abotit John Luff, but the carrier
system was not his best work. Hls work was largely based on the Act
of 1851, but he did not read that carefully, or understand it, and
never read the Act of 1836 - which may well be considered to be the
basic act - at all. The Carrier Book has not been wratten to criti-
cize Luff, but neither is it intended to perpetuate the many errors
that were printed in both editions of his work. I believe the pres-
ent generation of philatelists is entitled to know whether' a stamp
Luff said was lithographed, or typographed or engraved, actually is
what he sald it was. However, probably there are people who object
to having any of Luff's errors credited to him. I knew him gquite well
fof mani years and never found him to be the tin god which some seem
to credlit him with being. And it seems doubtful to me that he is en-
titled to more generous treatment than he é@@ed to his own contempo-
ries.

I find reference to paragraphs or section’ 1,2,4 and 5 of the Act
of June 15, 1860. Section 2 of that Act is Section 233 of 1886. Sec-
tion 1 refers to newspapers mailed in packages and is Section 232 in

1866 . ;&¢%£WV3°M;?,£@ﬁ_)LcmwnL 445A&5,)791, /76 .
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I believe you wrote me that the Act of February 27, 1861 required
a WAY fee to be prepaid by stamp, but I do not find this in the
Appendix to Luff's book, nor in the PL&R for 1866, and suppose it
was omitted in 1866 because it had become obsolete before that date.
I would like to have the reference,with the Section of the Act in
which it occurred,in order to show why some 3¢ plus 1l¢ letters may

be either postage plus carrier fee,or way fee.
A@



June 19, 1956,

Mr, Elliott Perry,
P, Oy Box 333,
Westfield, Nede

Elliott:

Thanks very much for yours of the 12th with reference to the Aet of
June 15th, 1860, I have semt to Washington for a photostat copy of the entire
act and when same i® received I will be glad to loan it to you,

I note your remarks about your trip to see Sherman and his family, I
suppose we are getting along in years, When I visited at your hojte at Halloween
in 1935 Sten Jr. was a bit past Iive years old, Later you roomed with him at
the epacker-box home in Fort Mitchell in the winter months of early 1936, He is
now an of ficer in the Navy and will be 26 this swumier, My eldest son will be
49 in September,- Time certainly slips by in a rush, I suppose we are now old
men,Well at times I have to adidt I feel that way,

Elliotty, I do not recall that I ever stated that a prepaid Way Fee had to
be paid by stamps, I certainly do not hold this to be a fact and do not believe
there was any Regulation to this effect, We do have quite a few covers showing a
prepayment of a Way Fee by stamp but I believe such were exceptions, I suppose
many such letbers were prepaid in cash and the carrier kept same, in which case
there would not be any evidence on the cover, Incidentally, in this respect 1
recently was shown a 3¢ 1857 plus 1¢ postmarked Cleveland, Oy I have a record of
two 3¢ *61 plus 1¢ '61 Cleveland covers but never before had I run across such a
Cleveland cover with 1857 stampse

Your letter was carefully noteds Thanks,

One more point, Do you believe any "E" and "F" grills were used in 18677
Could it be possible that either one could huve been used as early as August?

Yours ete.,



" Stan:

Thanks a lot. John says he will take Mr. Mack's job if it can
be done at our convenience. We are already obligated for much of
our time and don't care about getting into znother jem like FIPEX,
We took the last FIPEX job last summer, turned down éﬁzral in the
fall altho they were good friends who we would have been glad tod
help, and still had to crowd six month's work into four. ‘‘aybe it
was worth the strain as all three of the exhibits for FIPEX obtained
good awards and one of them got the highest in the U.S. Section.

A note is going to ¥r. Mack today.

As every

\



TRACY W. SIMPSON
66 ALVARADO ROAD
BERKELEY 5, CALIFORNIA
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5 May 1956
Roswell, N. M.

- Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Bear Sir:

I have been reluctant, for some time, to bother you
over the enclosed stamp but I have worried with it until
my curiosity has overcome my fear that the explanation is
simple, and therefore, a waste of your time.

I think it is a three cent 1861 (Scott #65) and there
even my thinking stops. I have read everything I can find
on early printing and inking techniques and have found no
clues. Nelther have I found any reference or mention of
such a stamp in the philatelic literature I have had access
to.

Is this Scott # 65? Are the different colors from im-
proper printing and inking or are they caused by chemicals,
sunlight, or some other outside source? Most important of
all, if they were caused by or in the manufacture, how?

Anything, and as much as, you can tell me agbout this
stamp will be greatly appreciated. I will be glad to pay
for your time and trouble.

Thanking you for your trouble, sir, I remain

Sincerely,

\XS&l&A;vw~‘fi:::g§dFL£2 51&

Capt. William E. Tickel Jr.
405 S. Sequola
Roswell, New Mexico

APS # 33871
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Yay 6, 1956.

Capte William E, Tickel, Jr.,
405 S. Sequois,
Roswell, N Hexico.

*Dear Captain:

Replying to yours of the Sthy I am returning
herewith your 3¢ 1861, which is the #65 - the comaon
Hose. There is nothing unusual about the color, paper
or perforation, This is just another Rose, The bottom
part is a bit discclored - This i& due to dampness and
iw what in philately termed, axidized, Dampness caused
a chemical change in the ink, If you will place this
stamp in a bath of peroxide, much of the original eolor
will be resored,

There is no fee ffor the abhove,

- Sincerely yours,
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3¢ Pronghorn Antelope, June 22
At Gunnisqn, Colorado

eRONGHOAN T
TELOPE

|
Postmaster General Arthur
E. Summerfield announced that
the second of the three stamps
being issued to emphasize the
importance of Wildlife Conser-
wvation in America will be re-
leased at Gunnison, Colorado,
on June 22, 1956. This special
3 cent stamp will be first placed
on sale on the occasion of the
annual convention of the Colo-
rado Division of the Izaak Wal-
ton League.

The pronghorn antelope,
which is the subject of this is-
sue, is an outstanding example
ofithe conservation work being
carried on by Federal and State
Governments. Antelopes have
been protected studied and
transplanted under scientific
guidance so that their numbers
have increased from a low of
17,000 to herds large enough to
allow hunting in five Western

[PWILDLIFE CONSERVATION ||
E

and two Does of the Pronghorn
Antelope species in their natural
habitat. Across the top of the
stamp is the wording “Wildlife
Conservation,” in dark modifi-
ed Architectural Roman, and
across the bottom “3c¢ United
States Postage 3c,” in modified
white face Architectural Ro-
man. The wording “Pronghorn
Antelope,” arranged in two
lines, appears to the left of the
design slightly below the cen-
ter, in dark Gothic, This design
was reproduced from a drawing
by Bob Hines, Artist of Fish and
Wildlife Service, U. S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Stamp collectors desiring first
day cancellatons of the 3 cent
Pronghorn Antelope stamp may
send a reasonable number of ad-
dressed envelopes to the Post-
master; Gunnison, Colorado,

Switzerland's
National Day

PRO PATRIA 1956

40 HO HELVETIA

SWITZERLAND — Nation-
a] Day Stamps Pro Patria 1956
—Five special stamps with extra
charge for the benefit of the
1956 National Day Collection
will be issued again on 1st June,

In accordance with the chief ob-

ject of this year’s collection the
Sc stamp pays tribute to the
work of the Swiss woman in the
domestic circle. The four other

values terminate the “Lake and

Watercourses” series begun in
1952. As stipulated, 90 percent
of the net proceeds from the ex-
tra charge will go to the Na-
tional Day Collection, which
this year is intended for the wo-
man in the service of the people.
The remaining 10 percent will
be used in equal parts for the
Swiss Nationa] Library in Berne
and for the founding of an
Academy of Arts and Letters in
Switzerland.

The details are as follows: 5c
symbols of feminine work and
devotion, (greenish blue). Lakes
and watercourses in two colors:
10c Rhone at St. Maurice
(green, yellow green). 20c Kat-
zensee (brownish-carmine, red-
dish light bown). 30c Rhine at
Trin (brown, yellowish brown).
40c Walensee (blue, light blue).

CANCELLED-TO

STAMPS

Misled by some well-meant
but badly worded remarks
about cancelled-to-order stamps
in one of our philatelic weeklies,
a number of collectors have
started to reject stamps they be-
lieve are cancelled to order and
therefore “worthless”, demand-
ing that such stamps should be
clearly labeled as such when of-
fered and calling unethical the
practices of dealers who do not

* Theoretically, they would be

right, but unfortunately they do
not have the correct notion of
what cancelled-to-order actually
means. Without such knowl-
edge, they believe every can-
celled stamp that still has gum or
has a corner cancellation is can-
celled to order and unsuitable
for their collections. Now,
everyone is entitled to collect as
he pleases and if someone does
not want corner cancellations
but wants a full postmark on his
stamps — although the corner-
cancelled’ ones may arise from
commercial use and the fully
cancelled ones not—is his privi-
lege to do so. To reject cancell-
ed stamps only because they still
have gum cannot be defended so
easily, bcause a simple bath will
remove this blemish. After such
a simple and entirely proper
operation the “worthless” stamps
would become satisfactory for
this type of collector. As a mat-
ter of fact, this last possibility
was long ago influential for a re-
vision ot principles in respect to
cancelled-to-order stamps, by re-
stricting the term to stamps,
which are not cancelled in the
same way as stamps actually used
on mail. Therefore, all stamps,
cancelled with a postmark which
was used to obliterate stamps on
mail, regardless of whether they
actually were used on mail or
only cancelled to make a used
stamp out of an unused one, must
be considered genuinely cancell-
ed, provided, of course, that the
cancelling was done at the place
and on the actual date shown on
the postmark. Cancelled-to or-
der are only stamps with a can-
cellation which does not con-
form to these specifications.
FEither an entirely different
handstamp, never used for can-
celling stamps on mail, or else a
correct postmrk which was
never used to cancel the parti-
cular kind of stamps during
their period of use — usually
with the date turned back to
the period of actual use — may
be used for cancelling-to-order.
The former kind of handstamp
was used by some administra-

o
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May 4, 1956

By PHILIP H. WARD, ...
Architects Building, 17th & Sansom Streets, Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Plates of the 1851-57 Issues
On Hand Sept. 1877

Two letters and a memorandum list, which come to my atten-
tion, throws additional light on the plates and transfer rolls used
in producing our stamps of the 1851-57 series. While the stamp
agent designates the stamps as “issue of 1851” I am under the im-
pression that he classifies the plates used only for the perforate
stamps, which are philatelicly listed as issue of 1857, as “issue of
18515

It will be noted that he mentions plates #1 to #12 of the lIc,
which is the number listed by Ashbrook after his years of study.
In recent months additional studies by Morris Fortgang, a student

of these issues, has led him to believe that those stamps, which we:

heretofore have designated as stamps from plates #5 and #6, are
all from plate #5. If this is the case, possibly plate #6, which is
mentioned in this official memorandum, was never put to press.

It will also be noted that 26 plates of the 3c are listed. For
some reason plate #11 and #19 are among the missing. = Perhaps
they were lost or previously destroyed. They existed, for I have
in my personal collection plate blocks of each. Then, too, there is
plate “O” so designated by Dr. Chase, for the plate was given no
number and the good Doctor designated it as “O” in his studies.
One each of the 10c and 12c plates mentioned were never used as
far as our studies go. .

In the Shepard letter to follow mention is made of the delivery
to Mr. Chambers, the Postage Stamp Agent, of “all the plates, dies,
rolls, etc.” of the series of 1861, 1869 and 1870. I cannot find any
letter or memorandum from Mr. Chambers to the Department upon
the subject of these additional plates, dies and transfer rolls.

The two letters and memorandum read:

“New York, Sept. 1st 1877
P. O. Box 1124,
Hon. A. D. Hazen,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:

In accordance with your letter of instruction of 24th August,
we did on the 30th of August deliver to Mr. H. A. Chambers,
Postage Stamp Agent, all the plates, dies, rolls, etc., belonging to
the several denominations of Postage Stamps, of the series of 1861
and 1869 adding thereto those of the series of 1870, as shown per
enclosed copy of receipt under date of Aug. 30th, signed by Agent
Chambers and Madison Davis, Chif of Stamp Division, P. O. D.

Very Respectfully,
Your Obedient Servants
A. D. Shephard”

Hon. A. D. Hazen, “New York, Sept. 7, 1877
Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir: -

I enclose herewith a memorandum list of the cancelled rolls
and plates for making postage stamps of the issue of 1851, and the
cancelled plates of the current issue of stamps, which under verbal
instruction from Madison Davis Esquire, Chief of the Stamp Divi-
sion of your Buerau, I have caused to be boxed, strapped and sealed
and left in the custody of the Continental Bank' Note Company for
further orders.

As soon as the contractors complete the printing of the speci-
men stamps of old issues ordered by you, I will cause all dies, rolls
and plates not of current series to be also boxed, strapped and seal-
ed ready for storage. The Contractors have not yet furnished me
the list of plates, etc., of the current issue, which, in accordance
with Mr. Davis’s direction, I requested. When furnished it will be
forwarded,

Respectfully,
H. A. Chambers, Agent.”

“Memorandum of U.S. Postage Stamp rolls, and plates, boxed and
sealed by Henry A. Chambers, U.S. Postage Stamp Agent, Sept.
6th, 1877, and left in the custody of the Continental Bank Note
Company of New York City.
One box, marked “F” —
issue of 1851 as follows:
One (1) cent plates Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,—
12 plates.
Three (3) «cent plates Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15,16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,
— 26 plates.
Five (5) cent - 1 Plate
Ten (10) cent - 3 Plates
Twelve (12) cent - 3 Plates

containing cancelled plates of the

—7 plates

Plates
Plates
Plates
Plates

Ic broken, rusted and warped 3
3c Y% plain, % rusted 1
Ic 10 heads, balance plain 1
3c broken, warped, and rusted 2
One (11 plate 56 of 1c 10 of 30c
and 15 of 12c 1
One (11 plate plain and rusted 1

Plates
Plates — 9 Plates
TOTAL 54 Plates

One box marked “OG” — containing cancelled rolls of the
issue of 1851 as follows:

lc rolls 7—Rolls
3c rolls 3—Rolls
Sc rolls 2—Raolls
10c rolls 2—Rolls
12¢ rolls 2—Rolls
24c rolls 2—Rolls
30c rolls 2—Rolls
90c rolls 2—Rolls

Carrier 1—Rolls 1

Franklin 1—Rolls ;

TOTAL 24 Rolls” |

Sir Winston Churchill in his recently published Birth of
Britain contends that a busy man should possess some private hob-
by to which he can retreat when wearied by the strain of politics,
the clash of interest, or man’s ingratitude.

The “swiftness of the posts” is mentioned as early as 1520
B.C. in the Book of Job in the Bible.

In America the Postal System dates from 1639 when the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts, by ordinance, legalized a means of
communication whereby it was directed that all mail brought from
over the seas should be left at the home of Richard Fairbanks,
in Boston. He in turn would see that it was transmitted to the
proper part of the New Colony to which it was addressed. He re-
ceived one penny for each letter so transmitted.

Former Postmaster General Jesse M. Donaldson told a com-
mittee of Congress it should raise postal rates on magazines, news-
papers and other publications by 70 per cent before increasing
charges on ordinary letters.

The American Philatelic Congress will meet in Philadelphia
on Oct. 19 to 21. Sessions to be held at the National Philatelic
Museum with headquarters at the John Bartram Hotel. Addition-
al information desired may be had from the Secretary, Mrs. Con-
way Zirkle, Secane, Pa.

Coming auctions will be held by Lee Gilbert (May 11) U. S.
A.; Carl E. Pelander (May 11-12) U. S. and foreign, including de-
sirable Scandinavian J. & H. Stolow Inc. (May 11-12) U. S. and
foreign, nice early U. S. singles, Cape triangles, including covers,
a number of larger lots by countries; Daniel F. Kelleher (May 12)
the Robert P. Hackett collection of U. S., a choice lot of early
singles, 1901 1c and 4c inverts, late mint blocks, airs, departments,
envelopes, revenues, colonies; H. Lazarus (May 15) postal history,
material of the world.
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Olivep H Wolcoﬁ

2985 Copley Rd.
Copleq, Ohio

May 15 1956.

Mr, Stan Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft, Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Mr dear Stan,

I have now rested up a little after the N. Y. show,
but I have had to immediately get into high in getting some garden
work done - after such a late spring. The show was the best ever -
I had a grand time, and met many of our mutual friends. I had a
short visit with Ed, Jessup who said he hoped to stop by and see
you, He was sure a busy fellow,

I am enclosing a cover written from Austin Texas on
May 12 1840, which is in the Republic of Texas period. It carries

.no special forwarding agents mark at N. O. and without such a mark

probably reduces its value., I cannot understand the rate, I think
the original rate was 77 in red but after being crossed out it was
again made 77 in black., This was a double letter which for over
400 miles should have taken double the 25¢ rate, but with a 1¢ ship
charge would have made only 51¢. Perhaps to this should be added
the rate from Boston to Ohio which would have been another 50¢. I
thought that you would like to see this interesting letter and
perhaps offer some solution for the rate., The owner wants $20.,00
for this cover and I am wondering if it is worth it,

With every good wish, my dear sir, and with personal
regards to yourself and Mildred, I ramain,

Cordially,



e oA

May 18, 1956.

Mr, Oliver H, Wolcott,
2985 Copley Road,
COplq’ Ohio,.

Dear Ellie:

Yours of the 15th received enclosing the stampless cover fyom
Texas in 18,0, The rate is okay, viz., a ship letter into New Orleans

rated as a triple 25¢ plus the 2¢ ship fee = 77¢ due. I don't know
why the original "77" was crossed out, I suppose someone did not think

- it loocked very much like "77," Would that be your guess?

The single postage rate at that time was -~ one sheet of paper -
over 400 miles = 25¢ - the ship rate was 2¢, whether single, double,
triple, ete,, etec, If a letter weighed over 1 oz., & quad rate was to be
charged, DBecause this came from Texas had no bearing on the rate = as
it was a ghip lett% - the distance was not from origin but rated from
port of entry, letter did not weigh mich over 5 oz. There must
have been another enclosure to make the three sheets of paper,

Ollie I think a price of $20,00 on this is absurd, In fact, I would
not pay $5.00 for it. Its only feature is that it was from Texas but so

far as a ship letter into N,0O. is concerned, such are common as a great deal
of mail came in that way,

Ed Jessup spent all day with us last Saturday, Mrs. Jessup was ill and
did not leave the hotel so Mildred went over and visited with her,

From all reports, Fipex was a tremendous affair,
Mildred joins me in best wishes =
- Cordially yours,



Oliver H Wolcoﬁ

2985 Copley Rd.
Copleq, Ohio

May 26 1956,

Mr, Stan Ashbrook,
33 No Ft, Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas Ky.

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your letter of May 18 in which you gave me
information on the Texas cover,.

Now get a good hold on your chair - for a shock - Fred and I
are going down to the commencement exercises of the Lincoln Memorial
University, and are going to return via, Ft, Thomas, arriving probably
on June 4th, or 5th, Now Stan if you are busy we do not want to take
up a lot of your time, but we did want to stop by for at least a short
visite I hope that ypu will be at home at this time and I shall get this
letter right in the mail so you mey be able to reply before we leave on
June lst,

We are also going to stop in Dayton to see Roy G. Fitzgerald
who you probably know, I am going to bring a few covers and autograph
letters along to show him and will have something to show you also.

I am looking forward to seeing you and Mildred, and with very
best wishes, I remain,

Cordially,

'

e
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RITTENHOUSE 6-7875

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
ARCHITECTS BUILDING
17TH AND SANSOM STREETS
PHILADELPHIA 3

May 10, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
BB e Bopg 3L

33 N. Fft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
‘-'“‘(-

I have your letter of the 8th and in renly have no idea as-—to-
whom Cole might be purchasing the unused materigl.fers I sat in
at the Caspary sale when he made these purchases and wondered the
same thing. For a long time I was unaware as to who was acquiring
some of the fine revenues that Cole bought and recently found out
who his client happened to be. He was a man who had been on my
mailing list for years, but had not purchased really rare pieces.
You ask if it could be Hindes of the west coast. OSuch a collector
is not known to me and unless you are selling him and would feel
my competition would hurt you I would like to have his name and
whereabouts.

While in New York I was informed about a very well-to-do
coin collector who is especially interested in foreign gold
coins. I have a collection of these worth a couple of hundred
thousand dollars and promotly upon my return from New York I
wrote him.

There has been great criticism over the awards at New York,
especially in the U.S. division. There was some very fair col-
lections that should have received a third or fourth award.

This would have encouraged the collectors, who were very much

put out. dJessup must have been one of the U.S. judges, but I
imagine he was swayed by Rich, Sol Glass and the like. Un-
fortunately, 1 did not see Jessup. I went over kionday, -Wednesday
and Friday and remained from 1:00 to 8:00, but Jessup must have
been in the judge's room most of the time. I am indeed sorry
that I missed him. .

Unfortunately, there was no collectiord of mint 0.S. and
there was a great scarcity of rare mint pieces. I still am
pleased with my way of collecting, nemely mint blocks and covers.



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook May 10, 1956

~

—_——

I might mention for your confidential information that Weill
approached me in regards to the purchase of my collection and is
coming up to Philadelphia in about 2 months! time. He asked me
a lot about it and I think what he wants to do is go back and talk
to his client.

I understand they had a lot trouble in taking down the exhibits.
The carpenters were on strike and the glass people would not pemit
the individuals to take the top rail off so that the glass could be
lifted out., As a result, a lot of people could not bring their
collections home with them. Davis had charge of the U.N. exhibit
consisting of about 100 or 200 frames, which were located in one
room. I understand he took 2 or 3 of his friends into the room
with him, locked the door and dismantled the collections themselves.
Of course, the others could not do this.

From my point-of-view,and looking at it not only as to rarity,
but from a financial end,I would say that Lirs. Dale had the finest
exhibit shown. It was not for competition, otherwise it certainly
should have received the grand award. She had a number of 12 vpence
Canada, including a pair. She had the block of 4 of the Cape
Woodblock, which included the blue error. She also had a single
one penny Mauritius on a big piece of the envelope, also a pair of
the 2 pence on cover. Every piece in the collection was in choice
condition and of real rarity.

Since starting this letter Davis has phoned me and states that
he understands the show will go 50,000 in the hole, although 1 can
hardly believe this. fHe says there is wide criticism, not only on
the awards, but people have gotten sore that they have not only
let the foreigners run the show, but that they received the bigger
portion of the awards.

I was talking to Sir John Wilson and he was very enthusiastic,
but Davis tells me he was paid a large fee for coming over as well
as expenses and it was he who insisted that no dezlers should be
among the judges. As a result, they had a lot of nice fellows such
as Harry Buten, who does not really have a collection and knews as
much about stamps as I do about astronomy. And to think that Steve
Rich and Sol Glass were among the U.S. judges. Steve only knows
a few 20th Century issues and Sol does not ever know these. How
could they possibly judge fine early U.S.?

I have your letter regarding the early plates mentioned by the
Post Office and will write you about fhis I'ajer.

PHILIP H. WARD, JH.



May 15, 1956,

I"&" Philip H. ‘[Iard. Jrg,
Architects Bldgs,
17th & Sansom Sts.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Jessup was here all day last Saturday but I did not mention I had a
letter from you or divulge any of the contents, Bear in mind that Edger
is a great friend of Louise Dale and is in line with all she stands for,.
He thought everything about Fipex was OK = He thinks the P,F, i 6K and also
the Expert Cormittee, so why argue, He goes along 100¢ with the New York
ecrowd, Ed is the type who is flattered by any attention from people In high
places regardless of whether they are genuine or counterfeit, He likes to hobnob
with Sir John Wilson, Louise Dale and be an important person on the Jury, I am
sure you understand, lHence why voice my opinion, Many such people give me a
pain because I think they ere phonies, One man's opinion, I never did like .
Lichtenstein, I always thought he was a dictatorial egotist and unless, IR em not
mistaken his daughter is following in his footsteps, I think she runs the '
and that all of those associated with her cater to every wish and whim of hers,
This because she puts up most of the cash,

. A1l of the above will explain why I did not discuss anythling in your letter
with Edgar, I have an idea he was fed up with being a "Judge" and I doubt if he
will serve as such at any time in the future,

Maybe I am of the old school and am not in step with ¥hose who run present
day philately,

Re ~ the buyer of unused 19th, The man I had in mind is Barrett G, !lindes,
503 Market St,., San Francisco 5, Cal, I do not know whether he is a man of great
wealth or not, but I have heard he is building up a very fine unused collection
which he has bequeathed to M,I,T, of Boston, He is a neighbor of Jessupe

: I note the Weill matter. I will treat this in strict conridence. You may have
something here. Flease keep me advised,

Edgar did not know anything about the dismantling of exhibits., He was not
there on Sunday, I understand from quite a reliable sourcé, the Show will go into
the red but my source did not mention a figure as high as $50,000,00, Read the
editor:!.al by George Linn in Linn's for May Tth, ;

| Chase is in Paris Has been for several weeks and will be over there all month,

I undebstand that Brazer passed away but I have not had any details,

With regards = Cordially yours,



May 3, 1986

M, Phﬂip He Ward, Jro’
Architects Bldg.,
17th & Sansom Sts.,
Phﬂ&d‘lphi& 3, Pa,

Dear Phil:
Re =~ your column in lekeel's of April 27th and the various plates.

tes = Two returned = made by the Bureau « 100 subjects - one
of 5¢ and one of 10¢,

1851 plates (1851~1857=1860 = Bight plates returned = I think Je Kelly
made an error in referring to "4 plates made by National," He would have
been correct had he stated - 4 made by Teppan Carpenter & Co, These were
the =

5¢ 1860 - Plate 2 - Type II

24¢ 1860 = " 1
30¢ 1860 - " 1
90¢ 1860 « " 1

The othef four were the new plates made for the "Reprints" in 1875 by
Continental, Of course, the Eagle and Franklin Reprints were made by Continental
in 1875,

Does the above answer your query?

Phil, I am enclosing a clip from my May lst Service Issue., Please note my
remarks about your 5¢ 1857 Brick Red =~ block of four, Are all my remarks correct?
Also note my remarks about used blocks of the 5¢ Type II Brown, Do you not agree

that used blocks are rare?
With regards =

Cordially yours,

P,S,~~le = the 10¢ 1847 cover in the Caspary sale with the stamp tied by a square
gride Did it occur to you that the cover is a fake?
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Just off the Press!

Our-New 1956 March Supplement

1600 new offers

including all new issiles to Mar.
1966, Special offers, Packets, Im-
portant Price Changes. For FRER
copy send 6c postage.

NEW ISSUES—MINT

Belgium, Mozart ...:.... 3) .35
Cz2choslovakia, Indust. ..(4) .46
Formosa, (map) transp. .(4) .22
Hungary, Dogs ......... (8) .90
Jugosl.,, Arts, Churches .(12)3.25
Monaco, FIPEX ....c0es 9)1.10
Monaco, Olympics, Auto .(3) .68
Monaco, Triangles Prov.(22)2.65
Monaco, Wedding issue ex-
pected April 26th

Polands, Ships, . iv. .t e (5) .65
No mail order below $1. please.

Our 1955-56° Catalog of Sets

(116 pages, illustrated) offer-
ing 16.000 diff. sets of the World
will be sent FREHK only against
26c (deductible from your mrst
$2.60 order).

NEW YORK STAMP CO. Inc. A

6 E. 46th Bt., N. Y., 17, N.Y

First Day Cancelations
On Tc, 2c, 3¢ Envs. (U532,533,534)

without added adhesives.

To secure dated cancellation on these
envelopes, adhesives had to be added
to the lc and Z¢ to make up the 3¢ 1st
class rate. A very few sets without
added adhesives have Just come to
lignt.

Bet of 8, machine cancel ...... $2.50
Bet of 8, handst8mp ....ees0ese 5.00

DANID H. BURR
. v A

USED U. S. AIRS WANTED

GLOVERSVILLE,

WE PAY PER 100:
C1..§95.00 C19.$ .16 C35.$ .30
C2..220.00 C20.17.00 C36. 1.10
C3..150.00 C21. 9.00 C37. 1.50
C4.. 52.00 C22.22.00 C38. 4.25
C5..176.00 C23. .16 C40. 1.00
C6.. 90.00 C24.16.00 C42. 3.50
C7.. '2.00 C26. .10 C43. 4.50
C8.. 11.50 C27. .65 C44. 9.00
C9.. 9.00 C28. 1.10 C45. 1.00
'C10. 20.00 C29. 1.10 C46. 10.00
8},; 8.00 C30. 1.10 C47. 1.00

16,ea.1.50 C31.10.00 C48. 1.00

17. 1.00 C32, CE1.12.00
33,ea..10

C18.335.00 C34. .40 CE3Z. 2.00

ANY QUANTITY ACCEPTED]

THE POSTON COMPANY
168 Greene St., NewYork 12, N.Y.

19568 Price List

U. S. REVENUES
MATCH and MEDICINE

3c Postage Please
WILL ALSO PURCHASE EITHFR

A F. DORFMAN 30 Auberst Drive sPA

MEMBERS

may arrange to use the
Reference Collections and
Reference Library for
study purposes, at 22 E.
856th St. New York, by ap-
pointment only.

Send for details of Membership

The Philatelic Foundation

22 East 35th. St., New York

UNITED NATIONS

15 diff. ....$1.00 25 diff. ....$2.50
15 diff. obsolete issues 1.75
Souvenir sheet
Cntry cpl. 48 iss. & sheet .....
Phil. Is. honor UN #569-71 .... .50
Stamps Honoring UN Supplied
(Limited Used UN in Stock)
1766 NW 7 St.

AGADEMY MIAMI 35, FLORIDA 2&?&

YOUR WORLD ]S HERE
The background- of Western Civili-
zation is set down on Italian-area
stamps — Italy, Vatican, ‘Trieste,
etc. Draw on one of the finest
stocks in this country. Want-lists
serviced, approvals sent. Write
NOwW.

P. OSTROW
P. 0. Box 57, Burlington, Vt.

| WANT PRECANCELS

For lots of 200 or mrore U. 8. Pre-
cancels in good condition, no New
York City or Chicago, plus a stamp-
ed, addressed envelope, I will send
you, one or more mint U. 8. commem-
orative blocks, depending on what yow
send. Also have mint and used singles.
If you want to sell, send with price.

DR. 8, K, Bowman
1233 South 56th Bt., Phila, 68, Pa

Say Mekeel’s to Advertisers

Terrific Results!
NO WONDER!

You get around 600,000 ABC net paid cir-
culation for only 60¢ a word; minimum 10
words. Carries 800-1,000 classified ads
every issue. Send for further details,

SCIENCE AND MECHANICS

596 Dunham Building, Chicago 11, IIl.

U. S. Notes

By PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
Architects Building, 17th & Sansom Streets, Philadelphia 3, Pa.

The 1847 and 1851
Postage Stamp Plates

It will be recalled that our first stamps, the issue of 1847, were
produced from steel dies and plates made by Messrs. Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch & Edson. There were supposedly one plate for the
5c and a single plate for the 10c. It was thought at one time there
were two plates for the 5c, but there has been no evidence to prove
this fact. The 10c denomination has been plated and no single
stamp from a second plate has been noted. We cannot say as much
for the 5c, which has not, as yet, been plated.

We do know that the records of the bank note company show
that under date of December 12, 1851, they destroyed one each of
the 5c and 10c plates from which the 1847 issue were produced.

We know that in 1875 plates were produced for the reprints
of 1847 and 1851 among others. We had always supposed that
these new plates were made by the Continental Bank Note Com-
pany.

With these facts in mind we cannot account for a memoran-
dum we have located in the early postal files. It is signed by “J.
Kelly” who evidently was from the New York postal agency in
New York who was the contact between the post office and the
bank note engravers. The note reads:

“Memorandum
to
Mr. Davis
P.O. Dept.
New York, Aug. 20th, 1877
We have of old plates —
issue 1847—2 plates rec’d Aug 18th, 1877
issue 1851—4 plates made by National
issue 1851—4 plates made by Continental
and one plate “Carrier” — Franklin head and one plate “U. S. P. O.
Dispatch” (Eagle vignette) —
We do not find issue of 1861 — what is your pleasure.
J. Kelly”

Were these reprint plates, and if so, how did the National
firm come to make four plates of the 1851 issue? If not, were they
experimental plates of some kind? We are entirely in the dark
and wonder if some of our students such as Dr. Chase, Stan Ash-
brook or others can help us out.

Newsy Notes

The Postmster General, Arthur E. Summerfield, made the of-
ficial address at the first day sale of the new 20c Monticello stamp
at Charlottesville, Va. on April 13th. It was unusual for the Post-
master General to attend such a ceremony outside of Washington.
Among his well-chosen remarks were: “You will agree, I am sure,
that this stamp is a worthy tribute to a noble residence on a his-
toric site — deeply steeped in American tradition and history. It
is, first of all, a tribute to the American love of the home and
family — the center of dreams — the fountainhead of our culture
— the keystone of our very civilization” Later on he continued,
“By commemorating Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson,
this stamp commemorates the eternal hunger of men for freedom,
for justice, for opportunity to use their God-given talents and to
achieve the dignity worthy of their creation in the devine image.”

The final decision as to whether the Treasury will place on
sale to collectors the ebsolete wine stamps now on hand, will be
made by the Operating Facilities Division. Mr. Bruce McNair, the
Director, wrote us under date of April 3rd “Since Mr. Jack’s let-
ter to you of February 28th, responsibility for disposal of obsolete
revenue stamps has been assigned to this office. Several methods
of disposal are being considered and we hope to be able in the very
near future to advise you and other stamp collectors of our deci-
sion as to the method of disposal to be used.” We answered this
letter by suggesting that they be turned over to the Revenue Phil-
atelic Agency under the able supervision of Mrs. Lucille Kester
where they will be sold in behalf of the Revenue Bureau the same
as other U. S. revenue stamps. We have been trying to bring about
their sale for over a year and a letter from our readers to McNair
may help to bring about a favorable decision. E

Mr. Edgar B. Jessup, one of our best-known philatelists of the
far west and owner of one of our foremost collections of early
U. S., is also president and general manager of Marchant Calcula-
tors, Inc. ' We have just received the 1955 yearbook of this well-
known firm, manufacturers of business calculators. We have seen
this firm over the years grow from a small concern to one of the
most important in the industry under the able leadership of Edgar

essup.

. Opf our highest denomination, the $5 stamp, the new Alexander
Hamilton type, 34,272 first day covers were cancelled at Patter-
son, N. J. on March 19th. Figuring that some had pairs and

WANTED PROTECTIVE MOUNTS
U.S. #859-893 FAMOUS AMER. Are® Insurance Against

We will pay following prices.

ARG,

MINT Discoloration L N\, Dust and Dirt
$ 4.25 per set of singles Handling . 2 Curling
47.50 per set of plate blocks Soiling s =, Creasing
330.00 per set :st ;};)eets Tearing _’/ o s B
All e, 2¢ & 3c values at 55¢/100 Gum Damage Ores” Otherlnjuries

All 5c values at $2.50 per 100
All 10c values at $9.00 per 100

HELD BROS.
A\

90A No. Village Ave.
Samples Sent To Frignds On Request

PROTECTIVE MOUNTS are made
for singles, blocks of all kinds, sou-
venir sheets and in sizes to hold mint
sheets.

At your dealer or write to
PROTECTIVE MOUNTS
525 B.West’'n Av,, Los Angeles 5, Oalif,

for free samples and descriptive price list

Rockville Centre, N. Y.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

blocks this means about $200,000 worth were cancelled on the first
day in behalf of the collector and to think this costs the Post Of-
fice no larger outlay than would this number of 3c stamps. Some
nice profit. :

From May Ist to 27th many States of the Union, as well as
Alaska, will have special “Nationa] Salvation Army Week” cancel-
lations. .

A special canceller for the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs, May 5-6 at Fond du Lac and one for the Northwest Federa-
ation of Stamp Clubs on June 1-3 at Yakima, Washington, is being
used.

The Post Office Department announces a new postal publica-
tion, similar to the others, entitled “The Postage Stamps of the
United States”. Well-illustrated with many details, including a
list of plate numbers. Available from the Supt. of Documents,
Washington, D. C,, at 75c.

Auction catalogues are still arriving too late for inclusion in
our column. H. R. Harmer Inc. (May 7-9) the Schaffner collec-
tion of U.S. and possessions, essays, proofs, choice early mint sin-
gles and late blocks.

The H. R. Harmer Inc. firm is distributing a very attractive
leather-bound pocket stock book with tweezers to celebrate their
1,000th auction sale.

Academy’s New Home

Many stamp and coin dealers
dream of that made to order
“building of their own” into
which they could incorporate
every philatelic and numismatic
working convenience.

One firm, has achieved its
dream. Academy Stamps, Inc.,
managed by Mrs. Mary Gantz
Tuthill and assisted by her hus-
band, Harold A. have their
dream building, at 1766 NW
7th Street, Miami 35,, Florida,

From downtownhl\gigmi, f;he
roperty is approached in a five
‘r)ninputewdrivé) over NW South
River Drive. The new building
is set back 80 feet from a six
lane highway and is 7 minutes
from Miami International Air-
port, America’s busiest airstrip.
The set-back leaves parking
room for 20 cars.

Mrs. Tuthill now can manage
her home as well as her business.
When not waiting on retail
trade of filling mail orders, she
can gaze out on a beautiful la-
goon across the way which
flows into the Maimi River, the
latter flowing into the Atlantic.

Mr. Tuthil, a consulting
chemist, when not busy in his
office or laboratories also locat-
ed on their property, can repair
to his second love and lend 2
hand or deal with those wishing
to sell holdings.

Christened by a cocktail
party, March 25th, the building
was conceived to enable servic-
ing the rising tide of mail orders
Academy has been receiving.
Academy specializes in, and fills
want lists of, the Confederacy,
British America, Vatican City,
[srael. United Nations, Ryukyus,
U. S., and U. S. Possessions.
Complete stamp and coin col-
lectors’ supplies are stocked.
First day covers are serviced,
bulletins, lists and approvals are
sent out regularly to those inter-

Slogan Cancels

Special slogan cancellations
may be obtained by sending
self-addressed envelopes to ap-
propriate postmasters, request-
ng cancellation be applied:

“Golden Anniversary”
Galax, Virginia
August 2-11, 1956”
(Galax, Virginia)
May 12 thru August 11
“Bellefonte, Pennsylvania
Sesqui-Centennial
August 12-18, 1956"
(Bellefonte, Pennsylvania)
May 6 thru August 18

“Seton Hall University
1856-1956”

(South Orange, New Jersey)
May 1 to December 1
“50th Anniversary
Food And Drugs Act
1906-1956”
(Indianapolis, Indiana)
May 1 thru June 30, 1956
“Sesquicentennial
Williamsport, Penna.
July 8-14, 1956”
(Williamsport, Pennsylvania)
July 8-14, 1956

“Sesqui-centennial
. Cape Giradeau, Mo.
August 19-25, 1956
(Cape Girardeau, Missouri)
August 19-25, 1956

“1806 Post Office 1956
Sesquicentennial
St. Charles, Missouri”
(Saint Charles, Missouri)
May 1-August 31, 1956

“Home and Museum
of Casey Jones
Jackson, Tenn.”
(Jackson, Tennessee)
April 30 thru October 30, 1956

A temporary philatelic station
(“Boy Scout Fair Convention
Station, Reading, Pennsylvania”)
will be established in Reading.
Pennsylvania, on the occasion of
the Bov Scout Fair to be held
there May 17 thru 19, 1956.

Auction and Sales Calendar

May 7, 8, 9—H. R. Harmer, Inc., 6 West 48th St., New York 36
United States and Possessions

May 9, 10—Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc.,, 560 Fifth Ave., New York 36
United States and British Empire

May 10—Gold Medal Auctions, 50 West 46th St., New Yorrk 36
United States and Foreign

May 11, 12—J. & H. Stolow, Inc., 50 West 46th St., New York 36
U. S., British Empire, Foreign and Fine Collections

May 17, 18—Billig & Rich, Inc., 55 West 42nd St., New York 36
U. S. & Poss., Great Britaln & Fmpire, Latin Anterica and Foreigm

May—Mercury Stamp Co., 522 Fifth Ave., New York 36
United States, British Empire and Latin America

May—Star Stamp Co., 503 Fifth Ave., New York 17
British Empire Collection

May 21, 22, 23—H. R. Harmer, Inc.. 6 West 48th St.,, New York 36
Modern Mint Issues with First Day Covers

~1869—From Gen. Picher Collection

Priced at about 10% above the Picher costs (1946)

1869 proofs, India paper, blocks 2c¢ ($10), 8c ($10), 6c ($14), 12¢

($14), 24c ($32), 30c ($37.50), 90c ($150)
1869 1c to 80c. (#112-21) red canc. the 3¢, 12¢ (star), 10c 15¢c I, 24c

(Teqd town);; Bne; '10- StRINDR, o si/ce v oliie ols diatsinias o s ote| o 8lSioia sivrasern v o 440.00
1869 90c (#122) well centered, red canc. superb ..... Sieys s era e aralk e e nle 300.00
1869 1c mint block 82 (8x4) magnificent, fresh, fmll o.g., well cen-

tored. a, BNOWDISCO! . 1 .oy aiichis soaie i nins e aalvieedshemy emsisssese s ,250.00
1869 1c mint block, v.f. ($140), §
1869 1c used horiz. block 8, v.f .
1869 2c¢ mint v.f. blocks, dark shade ($67.60), light .........c0c00..0 48.00
1869 3c top six rows of sheet with plate and imprint, block 60, v.f.

beoh oo LAl o U R T SISO PR e et 2 R ) SO e 675.00
1869 3c mint block ($20), used horiz. block 6 .....cocvecronncianan 57.00
1869 6c nrint block, £. top Imprint .....cccecesosssssssssosnscecas 855.00
1869 10c mint block 9 ex Worthington, Lozler ........ccceevevneun.. 2,100.00
1869 80c used block, V. .icceveccsscasenss Beienns S e lsy Al e o alud aIAY 180.00
1369 90c horiz. used block 6, fine, TATe® .......ccoveeenasosccasanss 2,250.00
1869 reprints 1c block 6 ($185), 2¢ block 6 ($195), 10c block 4, all

mInt, VL eeeia s siaanieansen oo A A o nios Ao N 400.00

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
ABCHITECTS BUILDING, 17TH & SANSOM STREETS,

April 27, 1956

PHILA. 8, PA.
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9¢ Alamo, First Day, June 14th,

San Antonio, Texas

THE

Postmaster General Arthur
E. Summerfield announced the
description of the 9 cent Alamo
stamp of the new ordinary
series. This stamp, the seven-
teenth of the new regular series
to be released, will be first plac-
ed on sale at San Antonio,
Texas, on June 14, 1956.

The stamp will be .075 by
0.87 of an inch in dimension,
arranged horizontally, printed
by the rotary process, electric-
eye perforated, and issued in
sheets of 100. The color of the
stamp will be red.

The central design of the
stamp features a view of the
Alamo, reproduced from a
drawing by an artist 'in the
Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. The artist’s concept
portrays the Spanish influence

in architectural design, as well
as the effects of time and ero-

sion. Across the top of the stamp

is the wording “The Alamo”
and across the bottom is “U.S.
Postage” with the denomination
“0c” in the lower right corner.
All lettering is in white face
Architectural Roman,

Stamp collectors desiring first
day cancellations of the 9 cent
Alamo stamp may send a rea-
sonable number of addressed en-
velopes to the Postmaster, San
Antonio, Texas, with money
order remittance to cover the
cost of the stamps to be affixed.
An enclosure of medium weight
should be placed in each enve-
lope and the flap either sealed or
turned in. The outside envelope
to the Postmaster should be en-
dorsed “First Day Covers.”

There is given below infor-
mation pertaining to the 3 cent
Wild Life Turkey stamp (Wild-
life Conservation), which will
be first placed on sale at Fond
dus Lac, Wisconsin, on May 5,
1956:

U. S. REVENUES

Proprietary 1875-1881

The very scarce Roulettes.

RB16c Sc black ......c0. $140.00
RB17¢ 6c violet blue .... 17.50
RBIi18c 6c violet. uncanc. 27.50

Guaranteed.
often faked).

‘What else do you need in Reve-
nues?
George B. Sloane
116 Nassau St.,, New York 88, N.Y.

(The roulettes are

Designer: Bob Hines (model-
jad) by Victor S. McCloskey,
) :

Engravers: Vignette by Chas.
A. Brooks, Outline frame, let-
tering and numeral by John S.
Edmondson.

If Your Collection
is for Sale

Please Remember
one of the Leading Buyers

of U. S. & Foreign
Is in
New Orleans

'A Grand Stock of United States Stamps

We offer the Interested collector his CHOICE FROM THH MOST IM-
PORTANT STOCK OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE AND REVENUR
BTAMPS IN THE HANDS OF ANY PROFESSIONAL. Singles, multiples,
wsed and unused, also covers. Large stock of mint Departments, strong in

blocks. A few items now avallable

MINT BLOCKS OF FOUR

1861

le II, III pos. 88-89, 98-99R32, later cat. $2500. As a single, large

margins, fine appearance, but vertical crease, bottom sheet mar-

gin (#7-8)
1861 1e

1851 3c part left intprint, cut into bottom (#11

....................

.................

..................

1851 3c right sheet margin, gash on shoulder 85.00
1861 3c claret, pos. 79-80, 89-90R4 (#118) ........ 42.00
1861 10c II, III close left, slight crease (#14-15) 600.00
$857 1o, T T RPLEXRY IRt (. . . yisaeios s o 100.00
1857 bc orange brown (#30) DIOCK 6 ....ccccivaensesscaossssssrnes 225.00
1857 10c V ($60), 12c ($110), 24c ($200), 90C ....ccconverncsceacsns 760.00
1861 3c August #56 ($150), 10c (#568) a Tarity ....coceevvaneicnnne 800.00
1861 3c ($8), 3c Take ($300), 3C DINK .o.o..oveeere-roocnssosnsnns 800.00
1861 8c imperf. horiz. (#65a) no gum, not reg. issued ............ 250.00
1868 bc brown #76 ($125), 15c #1717, rare block, imprint ............ 500.00
1867 We have most of the grilled blocks
1869 Without griil le (#112b), 2c (#113b) unique from Worthington

collection, GRCR ....cscsecreseosccsessrspsessssasessnsssseene 00.00
1869 1B5c II (#119) horiz. block 6, fresh, fine, just touches bottom ... 185.00
1869 n;lglt :tllnzgzles v.f. no grill 24c #120a ($125), 30c #121a ($100),

(] B secsressssisssnseseseseesssee

(#149) fine block
(#152) v.f. block 6, brilliant
(#155) fine block, scarce

(#148) horiz. block 6, v.f. brilllant .

...................
.............................

($175), $2 ($225), $5 all v.f. blocks
1909 38c blue paper (#359) v.f. ......

.............................

1909 bc blue paper (#361) Vf. ....veeiaciscinccsssscrssncessssnsne
1909 13c blue paper (#365) top plate block 6 fine .....coevvvvennen.s 950.00
1909 165c blue paper (#366) V.f. .....cceovseccrioensonssansssconnsnse 275.00

10c Pan.
650c perf.
perf.

Pac. perf, 10 (#404) v.f. .
10 CHEATD) Wik ', cvasine
10 (#478) vl c.cicesas
1918 $2 orange and black, top arrow
10c intperf. (#5626) issued without

Of course we have many of the other early blocks and most of the late

blocks from 1894 to date.

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
17TR AND SANSOM STREETS,

ARCHITECTS BUILDING,

April 27, 1956

PHIL, 8, PA.

APRIL 27, 1956

WEEKLY STAMP NEWS -

WHOLE NO. 3406

3¢ Antelope
June 22

Postmaster General Arthur
E. Summerfield announced that
the second of the three stamps
being issued to emphasize the
importance of Wildlife Conser-
wvation in America will be re-
leased at Gunnison, Colorado,
on June 22, 1956. This special
3 cent stamp will be first placed
on sale on the occasion of the
annual convention of the Colo-
rado Division of the Izaak Wal-
ton League.

The pronghorn antelope,
which is the subject of this is-
sue, is an outstanding example
of the conservation work being
carried on by Federal and State
Governments. Antelopes have
been protected studied and
transplanted under scientific
guidance so that their numbers
have increased from a low of
17,000 to herds large enough to
allow hunting in five Western
States.

The stamp is 0.84 by 1.44 in-
ches in dimension, arranged
horizontally with a single out-
line frame, printed by the ro-
tary process, electric-eye per-
forated, and issued in sheets of
50. The color of the stamp will
be announced later.

The design portrays a Buck
and two Does of the Pronghorn
Antelope species in their natural
habitat. Across the top of the
stamp is the wording “Wildlife
Conservation,” in dark modifi-
ed Architectural Roman, and
across the bottom “3c United
States Postage 3c,” in modified
white face Architectural Ro-
man. The wording, “Pronghorn
Antelope,” arranged in two
lines, appears to the left of the
design slightly below the cen-
ter, in dark Gothic. This design
was reproduced from a drawing
by Bob Hines, Artist of Fish and
Wildlife Service, U. S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Stamp collectors desiring first
day cancellatons of the 3 cent
Pronghorn Antelope stamp may
send a reasonable number of ad-
dressed envelopes to the Post-

(Continued on Page 140)

STAMPS WANTED!

We urgently need anything in United
States and Foreign Collections, gen-
eral or specialized, old covers, ac-

cumulations. Used or Unused. Also
Estates, Dealers stocks, sheets,
blocks, singles, etc. in fact almost

anything worth while. Over 25 years
of continual buying assures you of a
high price and fair treatment. Your
letters will be promptly answered or,
better still, ship now with your
best price or for our offer after in-
spection. Immediate payment — no
delays or propositions. Your stamps
held intact pending acceptance of
our offer. We spend many thousands
of dollars each year. How much of
it will be yours?

WALTER GISIGER CO.

110 West 42nd Street, New York 36. N. Y.
Tel: CHickering 4-6650

WHOLESALE
SERVICE

New fully illustrated philatelic-
numismatic accessories catalogue,
more than 80 pages, listing nation-
ally recognized and well-selling
lines obtainable by written request
thru our New York and West
Coast offices.

M. MEGHRIG & SONS

289 4th Ave,, 525 B. Western Ave.
NewYorkCity 8 LosAngeles 5, Oal.

MEKEEL’S WEEKLY

* Vertical Gum Breakers

BY GEORGE W. BRETT

As we predicted in our article
in the March issue of “Bureau
Specialist” a change has now
been made in the production of
our dry printed rotary press
stamps in an attempt to coun-
teract curling. The first stamp
that has shown up with the
change, to the best of our
knowledge, is the new 1}, 1954,

issued Feb. 22, 1956. The change
is in the addition of another set
of breaker rollers on one of the
contract electric eye perforators.
These new rollers produce a
pair of breaker lines per stamp
(colorless of course) lengthwise
of the roll of paper. This is
normally the vertical direction
of our stamp designs as well and
the breaker lines have been de-
signated  accordingly = even
though on the 1%c 1954 this is
actually the horizontal.

Prior to this development we
have had a roughly horizontal
set of four lines or breaks per
stamp and their application is
being continued in conjunction
with the new breaks. Actually
these breaker lines of the previ-
ous type have slanted at a slight
angle either up toward the left
or up toward the right depend-
ing whether one had a left or a
right side pane of stamps — and
this relationship also differed
between stamps produced on
the Stickney presses and those
produced on the experimental
rotary press because of the
printed rolls being wound dif-
ferently on the two presses.

Now the old type breaker
marks -while appearing as four
lines per stamp are actually pro-
duced by rollers with helical
ridges (we like to think of them
as simulating gear teeth) mesh-
ing to a superficial degree and if
you will carefully examine a
sheet from the back you will see
this — in other words you will
note across the sheet that you
have shallow channels or depres-
sions alternating with relatively
raised flat ridges. You have
roughly two depression chan-
nels and two flat ridges across
each ordinary-sized stamp (the
result of two “teeth” above and
below) and their mutual edges
result in the four breaker lines
that we have mentioned. And
to us, looking at the back, the

Confederate & Union
Steel Engravings
& Prints

Military &  Political leaders,
Maps, Land & Sea Battles, Scenes
& Views. Many by érady Nast &
Chappel & others. Some in color.

Specific subjects can be supplied,
priced moderately as well as col-
lections. References Please.

WILLIS F. CHENEY
65 Nassau Bt., N, Y., 88, N.Y.

flat ridges on the sheets appear
to be consistently wider than
the depressions.

As we discussed last month
however the curling problem
was not being satisfactorily
handled for the new dry print-
ed rotary press stamps using the
‘previous production methods,
which included the use of these
helical breaker rollers. A. care-
ful examination of such dry
printed stamps reveals that the
gum was only being cracked or
broken in one direction which
was enough to overcome the set
acquired while in roll form but
which did little to overcome the
natural tendency of the sheets
to curl in a direction across the
grain of the paper because of the
gum on one side. We have said
“natural  tendency”  because
actually there is a real weakness
in the paper along the direction
paralle] to the common length
of the paper fibers — and the
great majority of these fibers are
aliened lengthwise of the paper
rolls. In the direction at right
angles consequently there are
few cross fibers to resist the ten-
sioning effect of the gum and if
the gum is not broken across
this*direction then the situation
is favorable to the curl.

Anyway there has now been

released this first expedient of
vertical breakers to solve the
problem. This has been done by
placing another set of rollers on
one of the contract “eye” per-
forators so positioned that the
web passes between them. after
passing the prior set of breaker
rolls. The upper of the two
new rolls is composed of twen-
ty  ridges which track along
ogroves in the lower roller.
Thus, in effect, we have a male
roller and a female roller. Ac-
tually this is quite similar to the
arrangement on the older break-
er rolls except for the direction
of orientation of the ridges and
grooves. As in the work of the
older rolls we get our slight
ridges or depressions (the
breaks) at the mutual edges of
the grooves and ridges and the
result here is the two vertical
lines per stamp on 400 subject
work. For each stamp then we
have had here one ridge on the
upper roll and one ridge on the
lower roll. And the upper ridge,
which is the narrower, has been
so positioned that it rolls along
the central portion - of the
stamp rows.

Preliminary tests at the Bu-
reau have indicated the efficacy
of this change but the real test
will come as the stamps are used
and handled in the field. In other
words, the arrangement can only
be considered to be temporary
as yet (the perforator(s) can be
operated with or without of
course as desifed) and its exten-
sion will depend on experience.

—Bureau Specialist

G w— ST

B.N.A. and HAWAII

WANTED TO BUY

Collections, Lots, unused & used,
anything except the very com-
monest stamps.

STANLEY GIBBONS INC.

88M Park Row, New York 88
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PuBLIC AUCTION SALES HOLLYwWOOD 9-5032
APPRAISALS
PRIVATE SALES

& WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY

s

Postage Stamps For Collectors

7758 SUNSET BOULEVARD
Los ANGELES 46, CALIFORNIA

May 2, 1956

MR. STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

P. 0. Box 3l

33 NOoRTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
ForT THOMAS, KY.

DEAR SIR:

ENCLOSED HEREWITH PLEASE FIND Us S. 37 UNUSED AND
#58 UNUSED.

WE WOULD LIKE YOUR OPINION ON THESE STAMPS, I|F THEY
ARE THE PROPER NUMBERS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

ENCLOSED HEREWITH 1S ALSO A SELF—-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.

WE WILL REMIT UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR INVOICE. THANK YOU.

WITH THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR KIND COOPERATION,

WE REMAIN
VERY SINCERELY YOURS,
WILSHIRE STAMP COMPANY
By /éb& élz;ﬂ¢gl
BG:ne =7

ENCLSe.: STAMPS AS LISTED ABOVE, i 4,



Yay L, 1956.

Wilshire Stamp Company,
4,09=11 No, Larchmont Blvd, 3
Los Angeles L, Calif,
Gentihemen:
Herewith the two stamps as per yours of the 2nd, The 10¢
« 1861 is i'58,what I call the Type I, This is the stapp some-
“times called the Premiere Grawvure or "August.," I call the /68,
the sometimes called "%m‘." the Type II; - this is the
way they should be catalopued, I have signed this stamp on
the baek for you. The other stamp, the One Cent, is from the
m]1875 Reprint plate,” You will find full details of this
plate in my book, the U,S, One Cent Stamp of 1851=-1857, in
two volumes, published in 1938 and now out of print, Occasione
ally coples come up at auction and sell at 540,00 to $45,00
for the two, Volume 2 has an immense amount of data on
Westerns and California, You should have copies, They are
a good investment,

There is no charge m&:mmination of these two
copies, = ;

Sincerely yours,



Established 1921 INVOICE A. 6 3 3

The Westminster Stamp Co. Lta.
(0. BACHER, D.PH.)

DIRECTORS . O. BACH

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. POSTAGE STAMPS

Si=—=

Regency House, 1-4 WARWICK STREET,
PICCADILLY CIRCUS, LONDON, W.lI.

Bankers : |
Barclays Bank Ltd., Telephone : GERard 4900
Piccadilly Crcs. Selections on approval and Want Lists executed from

the most comprehensive U.S.A. Stock in Great Britain.

Pt theas Ky v

ALL GOODS REMAIN OUR PROPERTY UNTIL D FOR.




)
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FRAGILE.
WITH CARE.
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May 23, 1956,

e

Dr. 0. Bacher,
¢ Westminster Stamp Co., Ltd.,
London, W, 1, England,

Dear Dr. Bacher:

Herewith I am returning the piece of cover with
the 30¢ 1869 addressed to Disraeli, I refuse to pass
on items such as this as I do not consider stamps on
pieces of paper have any value whatsoever over a
stamp off cover, A "cover" that is not complete with
211 postal markings is not a cover, in my opinion.

It is a very simple matter to tie a stamp to a piece.
The London postmark on this piece shows "70," but in
1270 the single rate to G,B, from the U.S, was 6¢.

I geriously doubt if this was a 5 times 6¢ rate, nor
is there any indication that this was a registered
letter,

I remember seeing this item before and no doubt I
have a record of it in my files but I do not consider
it of sufficient importance to waste time locking it up.

I trust th t you had an enjoyable time at Fipex and
that it proved profitable,

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 28th, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P| 0. BO.X 31’
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Stan:
Have the copy of your letter you wrote to
Harmer and also the letter from Hart todaye. I

am still trying to see what I can do for you
and everybody else.

Take a look at the enclosed. I don't under-
stand this thing. If the cover left on the 1llth
> » of August howcould it be stamped July 29th?

Sincéjjig,f
e b
i

EDC:mkl Ezr « Cole.
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N? 401659

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO
EZRA D. COLE
STREET AND NO. NYACTK
N. Y.
CITY AND STATE

If youwant a return receipt, check which

7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
to whom when, and address
and when where delivered
delivered

If you want re-
stricted deliv-
ery, check here

20¢ fee

POD Form 3800  Replaces previous editions of

July 1955 this form which MAY be used,




1

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmari:ed, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



June L, 1956,

: Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
' MCR’ N.Y.

Dear Ez:

Yours of the 24th, 25th and 28th received, I hate had 1ittle time to
attend to my work due to visitors, and this week threatens to be worse than
the last two,

Both Edgar and Em seemed to think that the judges did a pretty good
jobe I am not prepared to offer any eriticism because I did not see the
Show, However, from all sides came an awful lot of eriticism and complaint,
Personally, I think a person is half-nuts to exhBiidt for competition in any
philatelic show., After all wheh is a medal or a blue ribbon worth, A person
who really wishes to serve the best interests of philately shoiild exhibit
without competition, Being given an award by a jury uninformed people is
damn absurd, I made no comment to Edgesr or Em because they spent a lct of
time trying to do a good job without any reward, They can have such stuff
but not for nee

I have had quite an exchange of mail with Bernard and some have been
quite frank, Am I right in coming to the conclusion that this Britisher has
permitted the Buccess of H,R.Harmer to go to his head? I think he has a weill-
head and as the niggers say = He thinks he is "Mr, Lawd God." He layg all the
blame of the refusal to make Hart a refund on the Executor of the Caspary Estate.
That is a lot of pure bunk in my opinion, I feel confident that had he advised
or urged the Estate to make a refund to Hart that they wofild have done so,
In my humble opinion there is no bigger damn fool than a person who permits a
little success to swell his head to the bursting point,

/‘;e - the enclosed cover - I don't think the manuseript date has anything
to do with the actual dates of transmission, It was mailed at origin on July
12, 1861 = thru London on July 13th = reéached New York on July 29, 1861 -
(foreign division) was sent to Cambridge and was forwarded from there with a
3¢ 1861 on "Aug 28" - or perhaps the 25th with an "Early Rose,"

Give Jean our best and tell her that lMildred and I hope her foot is much
improved, What a time she has had with it,

Weather has been miserable = just like the middle of November - dark, cloudy

and cold every day for a week, We are promised a change for the better, I hope
S0,

\, With regards = Cordially yours,




A.UCTION SERVICE & PHONE

APPRAISALS LUXEMBURG 2-2393
- COMMISSIONS

IRWIN HEIMAN

INCORPORATED

S tam/u /:oz Collectors

2 WEST 46TH STREET NEW YORK 12, N.Y.
May 31,156
Mr,Stanley B.Ashbrook
P.0.,Box 31
Ft.Thomas,Ky,

Dear Stanj;

I am enclosing herewith a 5¢ and 10c¢ combinabion cover which I
would like you to give the full "Ashbrook Treatment",(And please be
sure to send a bill,)

This is what I know about the item.,I have it from Bill Lea of
England who claims to have replaced the stamps after examining them
for condition.,It was sold in an H,R.Harmer,London,sale of Dec,6,195l,
Tear sheets also enclosed.It has not as yet been examined by the
Foundation(who probably wouldn't give an opinion on it anyway,).

If you-are able to authenticate the cover for me I can sell
it,Your records may include some information ,

I hope you and yours are in good health,

Best regards,

E ol

{
!




a4, - Ynidka g

June h, 1956.

Mr, Irwin Heiuan,
2 West l;6th St.,
Room 803,
New York 36, N.Y.

B

Dear Irwin:

Re = yours of the 31lst enclosing the 1847 cover
with a 5¢ and 10¢ 18,7 canceled in blue from Buffalo;
NeYe May 22 to Lockport, N.Y, This cover was Lot 63
in the London Sale by H. R. Harmer, Ltd., on Dec. 6,
1954, I examined this cover after the sale in Dec-
ember 1954 and my oplnion was at that time that the
cover was not genuine., It was again sutmitted to me
subsequently and I again stated such an opinion,

Sincerely yours,






June 4, 1956,

Mre Irwin Heiman,
2 West L6th Ste,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Irwin:

Re - the enclosed cover - the following information is strictly confidential
and I request that you do not quote me in anything following.

I believe Izra Cole attended the Harmer Sale in London Bec. 6 = 7th, 1954
of the James Dunham collection, He purchased this cover, I assume for some
client, at 220 pounds, Upon his return he submitted it to me and I made a very
careful examination of it. I made photographs both in black and white and in
color. It was my opinion the cover was a fake and I so reported to Cole, I am
not sure but I suppose his client turned it down upon the stréngth of my report
and it was returned, I suppose Ezra pequested an extension 't the time of purchase,

It was again submitted to me later but I have not taken the trouble to look up
who sent it, but on the second trip I made an enlarged photo in color of the two
stamps, No need to go into all the details why I felt sure the cover was not as
represented, but one thing that especially impressed me was that this use was sy
posed to be in May 1848, but this 5¢ stamp could not have been used so early, /T °
enclose a photo print that I made for my records in Decémber 1954 - Note my nota=
tion under the 5¢ = "WARN - NOT 1848," In other werds, this stamp came out of a
shipment made by Rawdon Wright later than May 1848, No 5¢ stamps used that early
are as badly "worn impressicns" as this copys In brief I am positive this stamp
could not have been used in May 1848, The stamps are not tied and the cancels are
all smeared, not fine strikes of a blue grid.

I am pleased to report that the Ashbrook family, all three are in good health,
Do you realize that it has been eight years since you were out here and we had
quite a nice dimmer out at "Swan's" on Ky. route #25?

Mrs, Ashbrook joins me in kindest regards =

Cordialiy yours,



.

AUCTION SERVICE PHONE

APPRAISALS I RW I N H E I M A N LUXEMBURG 2-2393
COMMISSIONS '

INCORPORATED

&amp& /0" Co/ /ecford

2 WEST 46TH STREET ﬁ NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

July 12,1956
Mr,Stanley B.Ashbrook;

Dear Stanj

Many thanks for your prompt and expert analysis of the
S5c¢ and 1l0c combination "cover",I guess if this thing pops up much
more you would save time by having the remarks mimeographed,Woe is
me whenever I find a bargain it aint,

It is hard to believe it is 8 yrs.since we were éll together,
If you could dig up something worthwhile for me to buy or sell we
could rectify that pronto,

Best reg



June h’ 19560

To
Mr, Irwin Heiman,
2 VWest Lb6th St.,
New York 36’ N.Y.

For ;

opinion on 5¢=10¢ 18,7 cover

Buffalo, N.I., to Lockport, N.Y.

!lﬂg gg" L $5.m k 6\%@

WV
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June 15, 1956,

Mre Irwin Heim.n.
2 West k(,)th sto’
Hew York, N.Y.
Dear Irwin:

Thanks very much for yours of the 12th with
enclosure,

I do wish I could dig up something for you,

Cordially yours,



-y

June 2 FY 19560

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 « 13th Avec, South,

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Em:
Re = the three covers of yofirs that I am returnihg herewith.

1¢ 1857 N.Y,Carrier. I made a memo on the back that this is a Flate 4
stamp, How odd that this one and the one on the 3¢ plus 1¢ cover are both
from the same plate and with a line of vertical perfs in the same place -
Strange?

1¢ 157 « New York Dec. 1862, I made a color and a regular
of this and I also signed it on the back for you, DNo charge. A mighty nice
cover. Thanks,

Stark Cover = H,P, 5¢ 1847, I signed this when you were here but be-
cause it is a Seybold cover I signed it inside, I should have called your
attention to this when you were here,

The next day after you left I remembered that we forgot to get out the
Stark cover which had the wrong price on it, so here it is,

Stark No 65 = Price 0. I wrote Mrs., Stark that this was the price
Jack and I had fixed, I am sure it will be OK,

Re « yours of the 3lst. We were pleased to learn that you both arrived
home safe and sound and we don't bdame Dorsey for not calling us up., It is a
long walk up that ramp from the train and she was very sensible in not making
the trip just to say hello,

Ok Em on the folder, It has not arrived as yet but I will write you
about it later,

a N

Our best to you both, Darn cold here = down to 48 last night. Can you
imaginel!!

Yours e‘bc.,



ESTABLISHED 1928

2

TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERGCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

May 31, 1956

Mr. Stanley V. Ashbrook
33 North Thomas

Pe O, Box 31

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed find two 1847 covers, which I would like you to opinionize. I

have purchased these with the understanding that they would be sent to you,
and I would appreciate your passing on them to see whether or not they are
genuine and whether there has been any repair work done to either of them.

These came from William Bilden, in Minneapolis, who also offered me a 5-
cent 1847 cover from New Mexico, which formerly belonged to Dr. Chase. His
price, in my opinion, is exorbitant - $850.00. It will have to be offered
for considerably less than this to interest me.

SincAr

C. C. Hart

CCH: jm
Enc.



J‘lne 6’ 1956.

Mr, C, C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmat St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear lMr, Hart:
Herewith the two 5¢ 1847 covers as per yours of the 3lst,

Re = the Chicago cover of ﬁz 17, 18,9, I examined this very -
carefully and in my opinion it genmuine, However, this cover has a
very decided faded-out appearance, It has either been subject to the
sun or strong daylight or was in a damp place or has been "washed,"
The Chicago postmark is badly faded and surely not like it was originally,
While the cover is genuine in my opinion, it is far from fine due to the
deterioration as above.

Re = the Middletown Con. cover of Jane 15, 1&@. I wonder if this
stamp actually was used originally on this cover, am always suspicious

of a cover which has a stamp in a "wrong place.," In other words, was

this originally a stampless cover sent collect? The encircled "5" rate
marking is in the place where the 5¢ 1847 stamp night have been had the
stamp originated on this cover, Further, the postmark and the encircled
"5" are in a much fainter blue than the three strikes of the PAID, Did you
notice this?

I made an enlarged photograph of the stamp by ultra-violet light and
have just developed the negative, So far as I can see from the negative
there does not seem to be any evidence of a removed cancelation but a pring
might disclose such evidence, I also made color slides which might dide
something but I will have to wait & these are processest,

I have signed the Chicago cover on the back but will have to withhold & .
final opinion on the other cover until later, I am returning both herewith,

I am also in receipt of yours of the Ath and note your plans for the
next week,

With best wishes -
| Cordially yours,



l'&'. C. CQ Hart’
Kenmas City 6, lo,

Dear My, Hart:

Again referring to the 5¢ 18,7 cover of Middletown, Conn, as per
my letter of the 6th, I enclose herewith photo print (0329§ which I made

by ultraeviolet light and as you will note it fails to show any positive
evidence of a former cancelation removal, I also enclose a color slide

of this cover; and as I stated before, there seems to be a difference in
color between the postmark and the enclrecled "5," as compared to the

much darker blue of the strikes of the PAID, This may be due to light
strikes of the former as compared to heavy strikes of the latter. I wonder?

This cover may be perfectly gemuine in every way but it is an item
on which I would not care to pass a definite opinion,

I am sorry that there was such a delay but I was waiting on the pro=
cessing of the slide,

I am also enclosing a slide of the Chicago cover, 5¢ 1847,
With nmy kindest rdgards -

Cordially yours,

Enclosed:
L x 5 photo print « (C329)=
no charge

two slides @ $1.50 each
EK 21, - 14 - 20










APPLEGATE, REUSSILLE, CORNWELL & HARTMAN
34 BROAD ST RAECEGE

RED BANK, NEW JERSEY
JOHN S. APPLEGATE-1927-1950

WILLIAM E. FOSTER-1927-1952

LEON REUSSILLE, JR. RED BANK 6-1800
E.ALLAIRE CORNWELL
HARVEY G. HARTMAN

MILTON A.MAUSNER 6
SaMmiEL SAEoTeNLG June 5, 195

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
POy Bex 3k

Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed herewith by insured mail is a letter
with a twelve-cent 1861, which appears to have been mail-
ed from Trenton, New Jersey, on August 30, 1861, and the
stamp probably affixed August 31st, or a day or so later.
As the fastest east-bound crossing between New York and
Liverpool up to 1861 was taken by the Persia of the
Cunard Line in 1856 in nine days and five hours, which
was not eclipsed until 1863 by the same line's écotia,

I feel that the letter took about ten to twelve days
(more likely twelve) to reach France. I could not make
out the date of the Bordeaux receiving stamp. I could
probably find out what steamship left New York on or
about September 1lst, which might help better to pin down
the date of probable use of the adhesive.

I enclose my check for $1 to cover postage
and insurance of $50. Please bill me for your valued
opinion if you will.

Yours truly,

LR:1ge
Enclosures



June 12, 1956,

Mr, Leon Reussille,
196 Broad St.,
Red Bank, N.J,

Dear lr, Reussille:

I am in receipt of yours of the 5th enclosing the cover to Bordeaux,
France with a U, S, 12¢ and 3¢ 1861, from Trenton, N,J, = manuscript poste
mark - of Aug, 30, 1861,

In my opinion, this cover is genuine in all respects and I have so en-
dorsed it on the back, It is quite an interesting cover as it is the earliest
known use in my reeords of a 12¢ 1861 and my records go back to about 1915, :
In other words, since that time I have never seen an earlier use of the 12¢ 1861,
The S,U.S, gives "Sep, 1861," I am advising the Editor, Mr, Gordon Harmer, of
this cover and no doubt it will be changed to Aug, 30, 1861 in the 1957 Edition
of the S.U.S.

You will note that the small circular French postmark reads at the bottom,
"Am Calaig" =~ In other words, "By American Pkt to England, thence to France thru
C o" During that period, "American Mail Packets" sailed from New York for
the Continent every Saturday, In 1861, Aug, 30, fell on Friday, so this letter
was mailed from Tremtion, N.J, to New York for the sailing Saturday afternoon
A 1 « By "Amer, Pkt" did not mean a mail ship of American register but
rather "Am, " meant that the letter was sent at the expense of the U,S, P,0.D,

In the case of your cover, it was transmitted from New York on the "SeS,
%r_m"ofﬂxe "Ge Line," This Cefrman mail steamer had returned to New
ork from Cermany, arriving on » 19, 1861, The U,S, P,0,D, paid this German

line "sea pos tage" for the transmission of U, S. mail going to England or the
Continent, As the ship did not stop at a French port, the U,S, bore the expense
of the transit to England, As the rate to France was 15¢ per # ounce, the U, S,
share of the rate was 9¢ and the French share was 6¢, This was as follows:

UsSe 3¢4 Internal plus 6¢ sea (to England), The French was england Via Calais 3¢,
plus French internal of 3¢, Thus we credited France 6¢ for every quarter ounce
by such trensmission retaining the balance of 9¢,

Under the French postmark on face is the red New York postmark - (Foreign
Exchange) dated Aug, 31 with a "é" at the bottom = this "_6_" being the U,S, credit
on the letter to the French P,0,D, Incidentally France settled with Britain for
the transmission of the létter from Fngland to the French frontier at Calais,

The Calais marking is Se 80 no doubt the letter reached England on Sep, 12,
showing a passage from Newt York of 13 days., This was rather slow for that period,
as the blue ribbon was held by the Cunard "Persia" by an Eastward passage of 9
days 1 hour and 45 minutes - New York to Cueenstown in June 1856, Incidentally,



#24 Mr, Leon Reussille = gune 12, 1956,

it is my recollection that German lines never captured the Blue Ribbon umtil
1897.

My fee for the above examination is $3.50 and I am crediting same with
your cheek for $1,00 for which kindly accept my thanks,

Sincerely yours,

(L,0=16)



June 12, 1956,

To
Mr, Leon Reussille,
196 Broad Sto’
Red Bank, HeJe

For

Authentication of cover

to France from Tremton, N,dJd,

hug, 30, 1861 with

3¢ 1861 pl'llB 12¢ 1861 Gesssenoncecarne $305°

s dagon .+ i, .



LEON REUSSILLE, JR.
E.ALLAIRE CORNWELL
HARVEY G. HARTMAN
MILTON A.MAUSNER
SAMUEL CAROTENUTO

APPLEGATE,

REussiILLE, CORNWELL & HARTMAN

4  BREOAD STREET

RED BANK, NEW JERSEY

RED BANK 6-1800

JOHN S. APPLEGATE-1927-1950
WILLIAM E. FOSTER-1927-1952

June 15, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. 0. Bex,.aL

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have yours of June 12th, giving me your valued opin=-
ion about the U. S. 12¢-1861 cover from Trenton, N. J. to France,
Thanks very much for the opinion and the other information con-
tained.in the letter. I enclose your reasonable statement and
cheek to.cover it.

While I was fairly familiar with rates on steam carries
between U. S. and England, I did not know how the 15¢ rate on let-
ters to France was broken down. Your letter explains this break-
down.

Now that I know that the cover was carried by the North
German Lloyd's "Bremen," I am thinking of placing the item in my
fleet collection of steamship letters (1838-1885) for eventual
write-up. The collection of such covers on a "fleet" basis is
likely to become uninteresting, so I have brightened the collec-
tion with about twenty maiden voyages or maiden return voyages,
some last voyages, some voyages quite difficult to get, where the
ships made one or several voyages; steamship letters accompgnying
prominent persons such as Samuel Cunard, Charles Dickens, Jennie
Lind, etc; interesting examples of retaliatory rates, steamship
letters bearing forwarders' hand stamps on the face and so on.
I have not yet been able, however, to pick up a Collins Line
"Adriatic" on her only voyage under Collins auspices, Bonsor,
Staff and Heyl have been helpful, especially Bonsor, whom I have
found to be quite reliable. Bill Peterman of Caldwell, N. J.,
whom you probably know, gets together with me from time to time.

Have you any information as to what the straight line
"five ways" might mean? I have one on one of the early Cunard
ships from Liverpool to New York and nobody has been able to ex=-
plain it to me.

A 1little while back I bought a registered cover to a
Confederate prisoner of war with a 3¢ #65 tied, from Baltimore to
Point Lookout, Md. It was accompanied by a letter from you dated
March 30, 1944, to Frank B, Lawrance of Dayton, Ohio, in which you
set forth as to this cover he apparently got from you that it ap=-
peared to you that up to the date you wrote him it was the only



>
SAPPLEGATE,FOSTER, REUSSILLE & CORNWELL
”~

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook -2- June 15, 1956

cover to a prisoner of war which showed any evidence of registra-

tion. My curiosity impels me to ask if you have come across any
others since then.,

Thanking you again, I am

Sincerely,
ci..ww,j“ o

LR:lgce
Enclosures



June 19, 1956,

Mr. Leon ReuSSille, Jr.,
34 Broad St.,
Red Bank, Nede

Dear 4, Reussille:

I am in receipt of yours of the 15th with check for $2,50 for which kindly
accept my thankse

I have very carefully noted the contents of your letter and I can well ap=
preciate what an interesting collection you are putting together, However, my
field has been largely confined to foreign rates of postage £ the U5, and a
study of all(?) markings found on such mail, I am not espee interested An
incoming meil, only as certain covers might be helpful in the study of outgoing
maile

_ Re - the persons mentioned, I do not recall having any contacts with a Mr,
Bonsor, OStaff of England is a Britisher whom I have found is one who requests all
the information he can obtain and refuses to give in returns Years ago I correspond-
ed with Eric Heyl but have not heard from him for guite a long time, I have cor-
responded with Mr, Peterman and found him to be most helpful, mostco~operative and
fine in every way, When I have had occasion to seek information from British
students I met with little success with one exception, This was Alan Robertson,

I always found him more than willing to share any data in his possession, Appare
ently a very fine chap, It is umy impression that the British are more interested -
in stamps than in their postal history which pertains to rates and postal markings,

Re = your query about a S,L, marking "Five Ways," I regret to state that I
never heard of such a marking.

Re = the Registered cover from Baltimore, !Md, to a prisoner of war, at Point
Lookout, Md, I remember the cover quite well and I have a photo print of it in my
files, This cover was originally in S,W,Richey collection (Cincimnati), As near as
I can recall this is 'the only registered cover that I have ever run across addressed
to a prisoner of war, I have a record of a cover from Farmington, Mo, with a 3¢
1861 to a P of W - at Cratiot Street Prison, St, Louisywhich has in manuseript
"D'g,e 10¢ Reg." There is too little evidence here to chass this as a Registered to
aPof We 2

I have what I call the "Ashbrook Sﬁogg Service" which I send around the
first of each month to a =mall group of se friends who are interested in 19th
Century stamps and our postal history, rates, markings, postal treaties, eted
I have a great deal of material submitted to me for examination and many of su
items have interesting stories to relate, Thinking that some of my reports
be not only interesting to some of my friends but also educational, I decided in
1951 to inaugurate this "Special Service." I accompany issues with very fine
actual photographs of the items discussed, I charge a fee of 100,00 a year, pay-
able in advance, Under separate cover I am sending you a "sample copy" which you
need not return. If you think this Service would be beneficial to you I would be

{
/
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TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RAYMOND H.WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEw ORLEANS (6, LA,

June 7, 1956
Stanley B. Ashbrook

Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
Here is a 10¢ 1847 which we have received on approval from
Walter Rapaport of Hollywood, Fla. Is it possible for you to determine whether

the green cancellation is good ? We would much appreciate your opinion.

Please be sure to include a bill for expertization fee when returning.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. Weill Co.

rgw:lc
enc.

By///ﬁ'/ ‘. 7}/\

P.S. - Not necessary to register this item when returning.




RAY MON

L
407 ROYAL ST

-

AIR MAIL

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. ©. Box 31

33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.



June 12, 1956,

My, Roger Weill,

L07 Royal Sto’
New Orleans 16, La,

Dear Roger:
Herewith the 104 ',7 as per yours of the 7th. I regret that Ifam not

able to give you a definite report on this stamp, I suppose it could be good
but if so the green is most unmusual -« not like the greens that I have seen of
that period and later « still it is an ink that did not penetrate the thin
paper of the stamp, It impressed me as most too good and I don't like the

red = looks like it might have been added as something extra.

And finally = confidential - this fellow Rappaport seems to be able to
offer too many and rare celationg, I believe he is honest but I
suppose he could be an innocent ou or some slicker, Here is a rather cdd
coincident = an out-of-town friend was here Saturday and showed me a 5¢ 18,7 with
a cancelation I had never seen before = I inquired = "where did you get this" -
and his reply was - from Walter Rappaport - not long after = Saturday morning, I
received your letter, Perhaps just a coincidence.

I could make a photograph by ultra violet to see if a former cancel had
been removed but this copy is so heavily inked with green that a removed cancel
might not show ups Maybe that is why it is so heavily canceled, I doubt if the
expense of such a photograph would be justified,

I believe the fakers find it very easy to make an item like this -~ don't
you?

; My regards to Raymond and you,
Cordially yours,

MF‘:QMM




ESTABLISHED 1928

{ TRADE MARK REG. ;

SUITE 1020 COMMERGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

June 7, 1956

Mr. Stanley V. Ashbrook
P, O. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed find a 10-cent 1847 cover, which I have recently purchased
and which I would like for you to opinionize.

I am back in Kansas City for two days, leaving Monday afternoon to
be gone a week. I have not had an opportunity to see Mr. Michaels,
but I will do so upon my return. I will have to see him personally,
because I do not believe he is well enough to answer a letter.

Sincerely yours,

Ce C. Hart

CCHs jm
Enc. #5339
(2)



June 11, 1956,

Mr, C, Cy Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Valmit St.,
Kansas City &y Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Thanks very much for yours of the 7th with check for $100 for my
1956=1957 Special Service, Receipt is enclosed herewith,

Herewith I am returning the 10¢ 1847 cover from Roswell, Ga, on Feb.
21, 1850 to Savannah, Ga., - In my opinion, there is no question but what
this is génuine in every way and I have signed it as such on the back,
What a super superb copy this is, I ncte that the Roswell P,0, only re-
celved 250 of the 10¢, Just imagine = only 250, Also that 100 were re=-
ceived in Octobér 1850 so no doubt the stamp on this cover was one fron a
'  pane and a half,

: I note that you are leaving K.C. this afternoon and will be gone a week
and that upon your return you will try and see Mr, Michaels, I am amxious
to learn how he considers your rights in this case, I have had a nuwiber of
interesting letters regarding the Kalamazoo cover « both pro and con, I inteénd
to publish those that are the most sensible - faireminded and no ax to grind,
I feel that this is a serious situation and that a show-down is neededy, and I
cannot help but believe that you would be rendering a great service to present
day philately if you would bring suit and make a test case of it, Regardless
of all arguments to the contrary I feel very stron ly that you have been de-
frauded out of over {400,00 and that you should do something about it even if
you have the best legal advice that you can not make any recovery.

With best wishes

Cordially yours,




June 11, 1955,

To
¥r, C, C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo

For

Authentication of

10¢ 1847 cover -

Roswell, Ca, Feb, 21, 1850 -

to Savannah; Cae seesscsvctsassscscnss 53000
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N? 401662

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

SFambazJ ne

STREET AND NO

lr)q Vyest 4

2w 5

CITY Al

ATE

ew vaK. (36)

If you want a reffurn receipt, check which
7¢ shows
to whom
and when
delivered

31¢ shows to whom,
when, and address
where delivered

If yo want re+
stricépd deliv

ery, check herd | '

20¢ fee

&

OR DATE

N

uly 1955

JF‘0D|Form 3800

Replaces previous editions of
this form which MAY be used.



Stick postage Stumps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

VX U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—T71547-2



Me;no From: %”%W

JUNE 5, 1956

DEAR MR. ASHBROOK:

I HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF SENDING
THIS STAMP TO YOU AT THE SUGGESTION OF
MoL. NEINKEN. HE FELT THAT YOU MIGHT BE
ABLE TO PROVIDE US WITH SOME INFORMATION
REGARDING IT. WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS ##
EITHER A DOUBLE TRANSFER OR A RE-ENTRY,
BUT CAN FIND NO REFERENCE MATERIAL ON IT,
YOUR OPINION WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED.
IF THERE IS ANY CHARGE FOR THIS, KINDLY
LET ME KNOW, AND I SHALL SEND YOU THE PAYMENT
BY RETURN MAIL.

IF WE CAN EVER BE OF ANY PHILATELIC

SERVICE TO YPU, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO
CALL ON US.

PHILATELICALLY YOURS,

(ONG,

TAUB

CK R
NAGER

il

STAMPAZINE i09 West 43 Street New York 36, N. Y. PLaza 7-6531



109 WEST 43rd STREET

[THTI

< S ‘ { )
é? w MRs STANLEY ASHBROOK

LS 34 FORT THOMAS AVENUE

& 3 FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY




N\

June 8’ 1956.

Mr, Jack R, Taub,
% Stampazine,
109 West 1&31"‘1 Sto,
New York 36, N.Y,.

Dear Mr, Taub?

Herewith I am returning the 10¢ Reproduction of 1875 of the 10¢ 1847 -
SeUeSe #he I fail to note amything umisual about this copy with the ;
exception of some doubling in places of the frame lines due to recutting,

I failed to note any doubling of the lines of the design = thus no re-entry
or double transfer, :

I am wondering if my good friend Mort Neinken noticed something that
my eye failed to eatch? If so, will you be so kind as to advise me, The
copy appears quite normal to me - just another #4.

I thank ybu for offering to assist me in any way possible should the
occasion arise, This was most kind indeed.

Sincerely yours,

Copy to
Mr, M,L,Neinken




EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-096¢

June 8th, 1956
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas,
Kentucky.
Dear Stan:
Em tells me he had a nice visit with you.

At Fipex a friend of mine bought the enclosed cover.
Did you ever see a Carrier use in Cleveland before? I
never did and thought it was quite interesting.

Sincerely,

EDC smkl Ezra D. Colee.



3

A -

June 11’ 19560

Mr, Ezra D, Ccle,
a Nyadc’ N’.n. v

Dear Igzrat

Herewith the 3¢ '57 plus 1¢ '57 Cleveland cover, as per yours of
the 8th, This is not a Carrier cover but rather a Prepaild Way cover into
the Cleveland Post Office, I judge the use was in February 1860, It is
an extremely rare covery in my humble opinion, I have a record of two
covers with 1861 stamps, viz., 3¢ '61 plus 1¢ 1861 but I do nmot seem to
have any regord of a 3¢ '57 pius a 1¢ 1857, Maybe I have seen such a
cover in the past but if so I have no recollection, If this cover does not
mean a lot to your friend I would like to acquire it, not for re-sale, but
for my reference collection,

One of the 3¢ '61 Plus 1¢ '6. covers as mentioned above was in the
Tudor Gross collection and after his passing I acquired it, I forget offhand
who owns the other one tut I have a photograph of it,

With regards =
Cordially yours,



N

EDC:mkl

EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

June 13th, 1956

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, O, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

I thought you would be interested in the
01ev:} 1id covers I never recall seeing a Carrier
ove ig Cleveland and am not sure whether they
even had a Carrier service, at least in the 1857

period, Cleveland you will recall was a small town
then even though it 1s a big City now,.

I hardly think this man will sell the cover.
I would like to buy it myself, not for resale, I am
going to send him your letter with my answer.to his,

I hope you made a photograph of this cover and
a record of it, and if you every make any prints or
duplicates I would like them,

I ass gg%iggou want: ° to use this cover in
your Service it would be perfactly alrighte.

Sincer
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June 7th, 1956,

" Mr. L, G, BrOOlm,
103 Loeb Arcade,
5th & Hennepin,
Minneapclis 3, Minn.

Dear Les:

First, %Yere is a cover that I sold Emmerson C, Krug - a 3¢ 1667
grilled all over, Krug has very little respect for my opinion on grills,
so he requested me to send this cover to you for youwr opinion, What he
wants to know is this « Is the stamp genuine? Is it the 3¢ '67 regular
stamp grilled all over? If so, please sign it on the back as such, and
BEm wants you to charge him for your examination, Be sure and do it,

S0y Second, Here are three covers from two lots in the Mozian Sale of

May 22 last, They were bought by Cole for my good friend C. C, Hart of

- Kansas City, who sent them to me, I want your opinion of Lot 76 described
as a use May 22, 1867, How come? Send me a bill for your opinion and I
will pass it on to Creighton, No need for an opinion on the other two covers

which I suppose are okay., If you see anything wrong, then expertise it and
send me your bill, A :

I told Krug I knew nothing about grills and meant it, He then said,
-, how come you signed this cover on the back. I gave him an Frnie Jacobs answer =
. "It looked good," I'll bet I made a darn good guess.

* I enclose return postage = Air - Registered.
Best wishes =

Cordially yours,

PeSew=Since writing the above I am in receipt of a letter from Henry stating
he plans to drive down next week for a little visit and would like for you to
~ come with him, Why not? Les we would be delighted to have you and do hope

- Yyou can arrange to accompany Hemry., I Imow he would love to have you,




June Gth, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
300¢ - 13th Ave,, South,

Birmingham, Ala,

“WDear Fm:
R

Your registered of the 5th arrived this afternoon zate.

. First - Re = the Stark cover - grilled all over 3¢ 1867, Under sepabate
cover 1 am sending you an 1870 list of post offices, When you return it to
me please insure it for 510,00, You will note the address on the cover is
okay. I am sending the cover up to Les Thursday A,M, and requesting him to
examine it very carefully and if okay to pleare sign it on thé back, I ex=
plained to him that it was a Stark cover that I had sold you and that you would
like to have his okay and to be sure and bill you for same, I am no authority
n grills but I would bet anything that this is the genuine stamp in every way,

return the covering as Les would have to take it off and it might get lost,

This will acknowledge receipt of your check for $7.50 for the Stark cover
1465, Thanks very much,

Re - your experience at the Post Office. One of the head men down at the
Newport F.C, told me last week that they have an awful lot of trouble getting

. competent help and as a result they have many instances of poor service, That
’ may be the answer when we have examples, I don't think the Fegulations permit
N the forwarding of anything but first—class mail unless full pestage is paid, but

that is just my impression,

Thanks for the word from Gene Costales, Quite a nice fellow whom I have
inown for many years.,

Rgain re - §our Stark grill cover. I would much prefer an opinion by Les
on any grill item to one by the P,F, - Besides with my handstamp on it they might
egs that I was right, I doubt very much if Les passes on items for the P,F, =

St he might, e _

/ Re = the Gibbons hinges, I have only a small supply left so I guggest you
b write the New York firm of Stanley Gibbons Inc,

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE

ALP.S. R.D.P.
C.ENY: MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA A.S.D. A.
S- P- A- M. C. C.

June 8, 1956

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

.?/

All the evidence we have concerning the grills indicates
that no stamps with the 11 x 13 or the 9 x 13 grill were
released or used until 1868. We have no reason to believe that
these grills were made until after the "A", "C", "D" and "Z"
grills had been made. All thos e were really experimental in
nature and were produced by Mr. Steele and the N.B. Note Co.
on their own initiative and the government did not pay a cent

heir productio The first grilled stamps that were paid
for as such were recorded (at a different rate of payment from
the ungrilled stamps) in the P.M. Generals report of 1868 as of
the first quarter of that year. I have never seen any "evidence"
that they were issued earlier unless one could accept thé two
covers at hand as such. I cannot so accept them.

LZs On C

'1;’2

It is my belief, that as difficult as it may to believe,
that both of the 1867 dates are in error on these two covers.
You will note 5% = y e
that the two stamps came from dlfferent sheets whlch of course
has to be true since they are two different grills, the E and F
grills, which did not come on the same sheet. The color of these
stamps indicates that they were NOT from the early orintings of
the grills which by chance were on the pale rose stamps, similar
in color to the stamps used for the grilled-all-over issue. The
color of the stamps on these two covers is in the color of the
most common stamps that were used for the F grill (9 x 13) and
for the later printings of the E grill (11 x 13).

I presume, were it werth the effort, that collectors of
DVing%V# n4¢2¥; Vermontpcovers could be cdéntacted to see if they know anything
?/ 4,/2 about the dating of Bennington covers in 1867 and 1868. Of the
Cﬁ¢4¢ Len 77 vyarious possibilities about these stamps (Genuine grilled stamps
being placed on the covers by some fakers genuine ungrilled

—Z7:é%(‘/“ﬁﬂl [2?%4\ stamps being removed, grilled with a fake grill and replaced; or

a mistake in the year date--this last is what I believe. I
/%,¢/ /ﬁZQ/ .Aé consider the fact that they are from the same town lends weight

to this idea. In any event, I most certainly do not believe the
gréwﬁ/ f’ E and F grills were used at this early period.

Now, regarding the cover with the grilled all over stamp#

: [ &ty
{éééifﬁ g s “%/ [ on it, I believe the grill is genuine and as far as I know the
7 p} ut et \ use was genuine. This stamp is in remarkable condition since

P/
/4% 17

/.

£ W
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L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE R.D.P
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA &5

Ashbrook June 8, 1956 (2)

the perforations are almost intact which is exceedingly rare
and, as a matter of fact, a good cause for suspicion on any
grilled-all-over stamp. The perforations at the bottom seem
to have been cut because they are so straight but I do not
Shi this detracts from this nice cover. Under the lamp E}%é%%/
wordsJcould be (in part) Jan 15 —-dififiicult to be certain. £#%%%Z;
,£4%¢uz42} be Jrcy /)%

I took thé& liberty of 1lifting (with a Gomnet) the upper
1/3rd of the stamp so I could examine the grill from the back
which was necessary to be certain of the grill.

I presume that the cover postmarked Oct. 30th was just
included to show that the cancel on the grilled stamps was
genuinesx-as far as the cancel itself is concerned. It is the

date of '67 that is telling a fib as far as the grilled stamps
are concerned.

Mich to do so will close now. Doubt if I can come down
with Henry.

Sincere tegards,

P.S. No bill for any of the above. Blelr



June 12, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - lgth Ave., Somh.
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

I am herewith returning your Stark cover = grill all over, and quote
as follows from the letter from Les Brookman, dated June 8th, as follows:

"Now, regarding the cover with the grilled all over stamp on it, I
believe the grill is genuine and as far as I know the use was genuine,
This stamp is in remarkable condition since the perforations are almost
intact which is exceedingly rare and, as a matter of fact, a good cause for
suspicion on any grilledwall=over stamp, The perforations at the bottom
seem to have been cut because they are so straight but I do not think this
detracts from this nice cover, Under the lamp the words at the end of the
envelope could be (in part) Jan l5——difficult to be certain, Really should
be June 1l5th, -

I took the liberty of lifting (with a Gommet) the upper 1/3rd of the
stamp so I could examine the grill from the back which was necessary to be
certain of the grill,” (unquote)

Les put a PeS, on his letter: "No bill for the above," I pald the
registered postage both ways but perhaps it would be nice if you wrote him
and thanked him and insisted that he send you a bill as his signature on the
back of the cover does add walue and then you will hegitate to send him future
items if it means you are imposing on his time,

Please pardon my suggestion as above as I am sure you would have done
S0 anyways.

When you were here I believe I showed you a letter from Sid Barrett, I
am now enclosing a copy of my reply, This has to do with proposed changes
in listings for the 1957 S.U,5, Please treat this as confidential and return
same at your convenience, ;

With regards -

Yours ete.,






EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

June 5, 1956.
Tuesday P.M.

Dear Sten,

I may not get to mail this until tomorrow. But the P.0. called

me a while ago that I had a registered package and I have just come back
with it. But it was datedJane 2nd. which is rather slow time. In it were
my covers which you so kindly returned. I hope you go ashead and write up
the little carrier in the service bulletin.

Dumb me, I should have locked inside that cover and not have
bothered you about the signing, the 5¢ 47 Seybold one.

Herewith my check for lot 1465, the Stark cover. Thanks for
remembering it.

I had a new experience from the Post office the last day or so.
I never knew before that if you did not put enough stamps 6n a package it
would not be forwarded as postage due as a letter is so done. Did you know
that? I sent one of my "Ethiopian®™ bas boys from the cafeteria office with
it and they told him 20¢ and he put it on and left it. That is the package wih
your folder. Lol and behold,Saturday A.M. a man from the P.0. brought it all
the way out to my home, some 2% miles, saying it was 9¢ short and left it with
our cook, she having no stamps and he wouldnt take the money. So, I really
stormed down to the P.0. saying if they attempted to charge me the fmll 29¢
again and would not take just the 9¢ against the already cancelled 20¢ stamps
that I would write a personal letter to Summerfield about it. So they took
the 9¢. A little thing but it made me mad a h-1l. So maybe someday the folder
will get there. 1

I forgot to give you a message from the FIPEX. I saw Gene Costales,

had a chat with him and he asked to be sure to remember him to you. Late but
better than to have forgotten completely.

Of course after I got home and had time to go over the Stark
purchases I found one or two things to ask questions about. Later a couple of
covers I will send up to have you explain them to me. Stark had all this writen
out as you knew but I did not have time to copy or absorb. But here is an item
that you have signed as I asked you to do along with the other covers. I want
this cover of course if it is good. I know your antipathy for grilles and dont
blame you. But this is as nice a copy as I ever saw if 0O.K. I only question it
because you have always said to send it to Leg or somebody that studies thesm.
As you may or may not know this stamp has been placed on covers galore using
the proofs or essays or whatever they are. I think at least a doz@&n came into
Acton's some few years ago at 25¢ each. What got me suspicious of this one is
that devoid of a state I can find no townZRemson" in any Oneida County. Im fact
the only Remson I find is in Iowa, according to the R-Mc Atlas. liow, please
dont just send me back the refund on this lot 934 @ $50.00. It is a good buy
if good and as nigea copy as I ever saw. If you get Les to pass it I think it
will be best. I know you do not want a P.F. on it nor to send it to them. In
this case they no doubt send it to Les/ but I can send it to the P.F. in this
latter case. But I think for the protection of your signing it and for mine we

should ask Les to see it. I will of course pay the expenses, What do you think?

Sincerely,

Enclosed ‘_’éﬁ—— .
Lot 934 Cover SUS #79 $50.00

P.S. Is it possible to buy hinges in t@gge/gfgg; tin boxes put out by Stanley
Gibbons any more?? See sample here



June 7, 1956.

Mro C. C. Hart’
Suite 1020' 922 Yalnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,
Dear Mr, Ha_.rb:

Further re - the 3¢ cover showing a use in

May 1867¢ I can hardly imagine a 3¢ grill being

used as early as May 1867, Surely something must
be wrong but if not then this is indeed a most
unusual cover, I am sending it to Lester Brookman
for his opinion on the grill that is on the stamp.
I never claimed to be much of an authority on
grillﬁ.

Sinecerely yours,



- - .

L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

June 15, 1956

Dear Stan:

It is obvious that it is impossible to go further
witHour examination of the Bennington covers without
actually having a chance to examine the stamps off the
covers.

If you can get the owners permission to take the
stamps off the covers I would be very glad to look at
them again.

It is my guess that these grills will prove to be
genuine but I hope I am wrong because that would at
once clear up this little mystery. Of one thing I
think you can be certain--no genuine grills were used
at the dates indicated.

Dates on covers are often misleading. As I recall,
Phil Ward had a cover on which the date was 1866 and
which bore a 10¢ "Z" Grill (according to him). I did
see the cover but not the above stamp which had been
removed and sold byf Phil. I have no reason to doubt
his classification of the stamp but the cover certainly
didn't originate in 1866 although both the stamp and
the cover coul!d well have been gehuine. It is possible
that my above mentioned date may not be accurate, as I'm
just going by memory, but the circumstances are correct.
I don't think Phil tried to claim that the cover was an
early use--just a mistaken date.

I don't have the Mogzian catalog so I have no idea
how the covers were described.

Hope you and Henry have had a good time.. It has
been terribly hot here--up to 100 officially--but we .
had a good rain yesterday and they predict a wonderful
80 above for today and tomorrow.

Sincere regards,

P.S. Had a letter from Krug--
told him to send me some pralines
as a fee this time but told him I
would charge him in dollars after
this.



June 18, 1956,

Mry L, G Brookman,

103 Loeh Arcade,
Minnmeapolis 3, lfinn,

Dear Les:

I am sure Hert will sive me permission to remove the "grill"
stamps {rom the covers and when I receive same, I will do so and send
them up to you, You are quite right about errors in cover dates as I
have had some interesting cases, but in this case I would be willing
to het that the cover dates are ckay and the grills are faked, This on the
assumption that no genuine small grills were used in 1867,

Re - Krup, Be sure and charge him your regular fees - same as you
would charge a total stranger, He can afford to pay and should, Bear in
mind that when you sign a stamp or cover it adds more value to the
item than your fees And never forget the little girl who gave away a million
dollars worth before she realized she could sell it,

Yes, we had a fine visit with Horace and Henry and regretied that you
were not able to accompany them,

Mildred joins ne in best wishes to Helen and you,

Cordially yourss



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

June 15th, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:
Yours of June 1l3the.

Creighton Hart spotted those covers in

the Mozlan sale and I bought them for him for a
few dollars a piece.

To be perfectly frank with you I did
not think anything about them one way or the other.

Lot 76 cost $8.50
Lot 81 cost 1.75

I doubt if there 1s anything that any one
cen buy in that “tolw sale. Lord knows what Jack Dick
is up to, but if he can do business with Stolow, he
is better than any one else.

Sincerelyt//’J;

EDCGmK1



ESTABLISHED 1928

Zeaove [ re S

TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

July 2, 1956

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
P, 0, Box 3i
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Re - "E' grills, I believe that the May 22, 1867 date on the "E"
grill cover is gemuine, Lester Brookman, page 273, volume 1 in his
book "I, S, 19 Century", gives in detail the postal markings and
rate used on a cover dated January 25, 1867 from Alton, Illinois

to Germany, In addition, he gives the postmark at New York as well
as arrival at Hamburg plus other data,

With your knowledge and information about rates and postal markings
T believe that you can determine whether this cover was mailed
January 25, 1867 or 1868. Brookman says that he believes the 1867
date on this cover is also incorrecT, If you can prove 1867 date
is correct, then I believe it will substentiate this early date of
use of the grill stamps., Also it would tend to prove that the "F@
grill was in use before the "E" grill or possibly at the same time
m use—netore hi.:—.:u-—;s--—_e.__ 0O ib sb—the—same—time and

if this is the case, then the "F" grill was not an alteration of the
"EM grill as Elliott Perry infers in the next chapter.

I suspect that there are many more covers with the 1867 year date
around and I shall look for them in New York this fall when I will
be spending more time there,

Re - Middletown, Comn, cover. I agree with you that the difference
in the ink marks on this cover are very suspicious. Of course the
stamp used to impress the PAID was a different stamp than the one
used for the town mark, and I am not well enough acquainted with inks
to know whether or not the same ink used with different stamps might
not appear different, Until I know more about it, different shadings
caused by a stamp will certainly cause me to be suspicious,

- ’ o
incere ou?s, ////:"//fé;%:4ri\
/ I~
Creighton C/;ilrt "

/CCI;dr 9 porntd Lo A M/"M oo~ 7
R, : & Anle

% P /4,,‘_{ ,é&f( A’/ /l«./. AL i
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July 15, 1956,

lﬁ'. C. C. Hart, :
Suite 1020, 922 Walnub St.,
Kensas City &, Mo,

Dear I‘h‘. Harbts
We have had one ocut-of-town visitor after another ever

«v:, 8ince late in June and 2s & result I em behind in a lot of my
: gspcndmco.

Regarding yours of the 2nd and the "E" grill covers of
Bennington, Vte I must confess that I am no student of grills,

and for that reason I submitted the covers to Brookman and Perry,
As I wrote you yazsterday, both agreed the stamps are gemuine and
both agreed that the uses could not have been in 1867, Until we ecan
find some evidence that would tend te question their opinions I
think we will have to acecept as true their joint opinion that the
year of use was 1868 rather than 1867, strange as that seems, Vhy
that office used a "67" year slug in May, June and August of 1868
seems very strange but evidently it mas done, Strange that no one
called attentiocn to such an errvor,

Yours of the 5th also received with copy of your letter
g Bernard Harmer which I have carefully noted, Considering the

JFy the Estate has acted in the matter of a refund I doubt if they
: do anything further, I am enelosing a copy of a letter that I
have today writtem Bernard, I would like to narrow this case down

to ofie point - ‘
HONO or DISHONORABLE
With my kindest regards =

Cordially yours,



July 13, 1956.

Mr, C, Cs Hart’ Al
Suite 1020, 922 Balmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.

Dear Mr, Hart:

I am returning herewith the three (3) Bemnington, Vt,
covers, I did not replace the stamps on the two covers as I Bhought
you would like to see what the prills look like from the back,

I suggest that you merely hinge the stamps to the covers sc that
anyone who cares to, can examine the backs of the stamps,

I submitted these to both Brookman and Perry and it was
the opinion of both unbeknown to the other that the grills on the
stamps are genuine but that the year use could not have been 1867 but

I paid Perry a fee of $5,00 each for his examination,
for which you can reimburse me as per enclosed memo, Inasmuch as I
had a special interest in this case I am not making any chargd for my
Worko g %

With regards =
Cordially yours,



July 1., 1956

Mr, Ellioctt Pm’

Box 333,
Westfield, Nc JO

Elliott:

This is in reply to yours of July 2nd returnin- the three
Bennington, Vt. covers, Thanks very much,

@ I am happy to state that I know of no reason whatsoever that
your usions regarding the two grill covers is not absolutely correct
and I am“conveying same to my friend whom I am sure will accept same
without question, I am enclosing my check for $10,00 and will pass the
fee along to him, I apologize for this tardy acknowledgement.

Prepaid Way into Cleveland, I enclose a small photo of this
cover, I have requested the owner to return the cover to me so that I
can make a natural size photo, If he complys I will send you a print,

I also enclose for your files & print of a cover that belongs -
to Ollie Woleott., This was from Ceneral Winfield Seott to General Halleck,
I never saw that New York marking before. :

Yours <te.,



July 2, 1956

L v Rty A DR e e s

The three Bennington covers whlch came from you today are enclo- )
sed, I see no reason to doubt the authenticity of the E grills. Hy
conclusion is that if the '67 dates are correct nothing else agrees,
while if the '67 dates are wrong, everything else agrees. Hence it
is my opinion that the two grill covers, and a third which you mention,
e
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F ——— s R, T TR AT GRS A RS AR
R T R AT N A R

! ¥R® went thru the mails in 1868 and not in 1867. Of course thus

sounds incredible, but I think ang other solution is even less crediblezmj

L
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k\euch a thing to happen, but it could and did.

a?ﬁi

Grill= are deadly and I'd say philately mould have been better off
if none of them had ever been used for issued stamps. DBut the story
of what Steel was trying tc do and the various steps teken to attain
the purpose &3x are interesting. I never studied them because they
fasdinated me. I kmew that some of Luff's statements were mechanical
impossibilities, and thought somebody should carry on where Stevenson
left off. It is of interest to note that after being wrong for about
forty years since Stevenson's study was published, the Scott catalog
has finally accepted most of Stevenson's ideas.

Obviously, Luff could not sell Worthington a genuine B grill and
retain in hds own collection a stamp with an entirely different grill
which for years and years was claimed to be the only genuine B grill.
One or the other had to be wrong. Tge Worthington copy fits into the
sequence perfectly. The Luff copy won't fit a% al . e

P

~"The E size, paper and color of “the 3c stamp all fit into the se-
quence in 1868, but in my opinion it is impossible to fit them into

any logical sequence in 1867A result cannot precede a cause - it must
follow the cause. The E, grills were not a cause, they were a result

of a cause, i.e., the experiments Steel made in 1867.

The wrong dapes merely prove that the Bennington postmaster was lazy,
careless or indifferent in a most unusual degree. Nobody would expect

e g, o Sl
bt ‘rw""‘d‘sfk\u G JEABA SRS AR A S T RO AR

If the owner wants to pay a fee for an opinidén that doesn't happen
to agree with yours, whatever the service may be worth to him will be
09K, with me.

The matter of the WAY fee was tied in with the fact(?) that from
early in 1861 a WAY letter with the fee prepaid by stamp did not have
to be marked WAY, thus making it difficult or impossible to be certain
whether the extra 1¢ stamp prepaid a WAY fee or carrier collection, if
the letter was postmarked in a city where carrier service was in opera-
tion.

I shall be pleased to have the better print of the Cleveland cover
for use in the Cleveland Chapter.




Excerpts from a letter from Elliott Perry dated July 2nd, 1956 to Stanley B, Ashbrook
regarding two covers from Bennington, Vt. with "E" grill stamps, postmarked
n

&I gg !6111 and "A!!E 12 téz'n

"The three Bennington covers which came from you today are enclosed, I see no reason
to doubt the authentiecity of the E grills, My conclusinn is that if the '67 dates
are correct nothing else agrees, while if the '67 dates are wrong, everything else
agrees, llence it is my opinion that the two grill covers, and a third which you
mentiony, wen! thru the mails in 1868 and not in 1867, Of course this sounds in-
credible, but T think any other solution is even less credible,

The E size, paper and color of the 3¢ stemp 211 fit into the sequence in 1868, but
in my opinion it is impossible to fit them into any logieal sequence in 1867, A
result cannct precede a cause = it must follow the cause, The E, grills were not a
cause, they were a result of a cause, i.e.,; the experiments Steel made in 1867,

The wrong dates merely prove that the Bemmington postmaster was lazy, careless or in-
different in a most unusual degree, Nobody wotlld expect such a thing to happen, but
it could and did,"



July 1L, 1956.

Mr, C., C, Hﬂﬁ,
Suite 1920, 922 H Sto,
Kansas City §, Mo.

Dearlﬁfrﬂart.:

o

I am enclosing a memo herewith with
excerpts from the letter by Elliott Perry re-
garding the Bemnington, Vt, covers,

Sincerely yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH

BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA
June 13, 1956.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Retl I have yours of yesterday, the registered letter with the
. 3¢ grilled cover. I have written Les as per the enclosed which you may
read and return. The enclosed check is for the registering to him and
back and the return of my covers which you have up there when you do so.

I hesitated to write you knowing you are entertaining today,
but then if I wait until you have no company at all,I would be way into
the summer. I am sure you enjoyed the Popes. He sure was not very "give-
outy" asbout what he had with me. I dont know why since I gave him plenty
of leads. I,for one,like to show off what I own and plenty of my friends
here see everything I buy. But they are a nice couple and I hope and
know he has some nice covers.

I have read and re-read your letter to Sid Barrett.
I hope he takes your advice about several poimtse. I particularly think
that the single use on cover of the 12¢ 1851, 57,or even 6l is scarce
if not even rare. I have for several years kept my eyes open for any of
these on small covers and have found only a handful to even bid on. In
the Caspary sale in January there were only two 12¢ 1851s, lot 558 went
to Lehman for $160.00 and lot 559 to Cole for $230.00. BOTH WERE LEGAL
SIZED covers. No others were in the collection as singles on cover. No
12¢ 1857 singles on cover were offered. You may have noted that I grabbed
these from the Stark album my first go round.

When I think of the beautiful Indian Reds that I sold in 1949
it makes me feel like Harold said he did at FIPEX, going around and see-
ing his old covers, Ex-Brooks, here and there. But that's water over the
dam,

As for the pinks, we have that subject up at the very moment
and I have no comment only that I hope it is all ironed out as you have
indicated. 4+ return the letter to S.B.

I haed a letter from Ez today. I had thought he might have made
Y a killing for his own stock as he does someiimes with the pinks in the

Fox sale last week, there being 22 lots from Mr. Yaekel. I had written him
to send them down plus his profit for me to see. The letter today stases
"I did not buy any of the lots from 237-259 for myself. I did buy several
for Ted Gore and one for another man but anything any good I bought for
somebody. I think I bought ten or twelve of these lots." Etec. I quote
this thinking that you may want to borrow from Ted for your article.

But Ez sent these two little covers to sell me with t he usual healthy
price ticket. One of them rather intrigues me, the $25 one. What do you
make of this? And I ask only because it is of the very few days in question

CSZ about the PINKS. I make it out that it originated in TENBY ? England on
62 July 12, 1861, left London July 13, 1861, New York Jul 29, 1861, Cambridge,
G}<rf7tﬁaass. July 29, 1861. EFut where did it get the 3¢ 1861 forwarding stamp?
I include the other cover,which he says was lot 836 in Fox sale,
simply because they were together. I think the price too high on it. It
was sold as a #05 rose of course. The date August 1862.
ENCLOSED y
2 COVERS- $25-$40 51



June 15, 19560

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 « 13th Ave,, South,
i - Birmingham, Ala

Dear Ems

The following is yery cog;geguial. Horace Poole and Henry Hill ariived
yesterday afternoon, and were scheduled to leave from the Motel at 5 AN,

today, I made a minute examination of his Klep cover and it is as good as
gold, All evidence proves this facts I am so darn glad and so was he, It
would have been a tragedy otherwise,

Re - the two Cole covers which I return herewith, First the 3¢ '61 from
England, Egra sent this to me week before last and stated he didn't understand’
it, Here is the explanation « I do not think that the manuscript date of Aug,
14th has anything to do with the actual dates of transmission, It was mailed
at origin on July 12, 1861, thru London on July 13th(see back) = reached New
York on July 29 (Foreign Division) and was sent up to Cambridge, Mass., and from
there it was forwarded with a 3¢ 1861 stamp on Aug, 28 or perhape the 25th with
an garly rose. ot a PIIK, (See EK21), To Zurich from Boston
Date?~ down to New York - from there on Augs 9, 1862 by H Pkt = to Zurich -
Stamps of 1861 - 1¢, V,pair 3¢ and 12¢ = total 19¢, The rate Via Hamburg Packet
was 19¢ per % 0%¢ (Sge K28 - ﬁ .

That was a nice letter that you wrote Less I return the copy,

I believe that I wrote you that we had an awful nice visit with the Popes.
He is a rather quiet chap and does not brag about what he has,

I believe this brings us up to date,
Many thanks Em for the check.
Regards =

Yours etcs,

PeSe==Since writing the above the P,0, book arrived -~ Thanks,
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HARRY B. KEFFER

SUCCESSOR TO
THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP
17 BROADWAY
NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT

FINE POSTAGE STAMPS
AUCTIONEER

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB OF NEW YORK



July 1, 1956.

Mr, Henry W, Hill
20"26 o 2nd Sbc, SO'lﬂ'oh’
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

Yours of the 21st received with return of the various photo prints
that I sent you,

Re = the New York forwarding handstamp on the back of your Klep covers
I note your explanation but I still think there must be a better one.
Rather than an agent of the New York firm in New Orleans, why mot a branch
of that firm - same name - ete, If only the whole letter was intactes I
mentioned that the handwriting of the addressor was well known on Garnier
covers = We should be able to find a cover that would give us the name of
the New Orleans firm, As the problem now stands « Here is a letter from
New Orleans put into the U,S.,Mail et that offices It would be foolish to
suppose the New York P,O, { (U,S,Mail) would take this letter -~ bound for
France « around to some New York business firm and have them handstamp :I.t.
The problem intrigues me,

Re = yours of the 28th., I note that on all your Havre covers you do not
have one with the round type. Maybe some subseriber to my Service will show
up with an example,

Re - the Filstrup block, Looks as though someone is stuck with this.
Do you suppose it is Moclesworth or Diec?

I note you are very busy = There is no hurry to reply to any of my
letters,

The color slides have just arrived, I will pick cut a set and send them
to you and if you wish any extras he swre and advise,

With ‘best wishes =
Cordially yours,



June 23, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
Yo Q. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Answering yours of the 19th re the Havre
receiving marks I think you may find it rather difficult to get
the exact information you want. Direct American Service was not
too heavy at about the time the Treaty started and such covers
seem, to me at least, on the scarce side.

They seem to be more plentiful before 1857 and those I have
from the U. S. to France all show the small round "Outre Mer-Havre"
receiving mark.

When you get to the first 3 months in 1857 I mentioned several
times before that I have never seen a properly rated cover direct to
Havre by Am. Pkt. during this short period. That is why I am so
interested in the Karl Jaeger "C" photo. It is from this period and
even if it is from France via England by Am. Pkt., it is the combination
of 5 dec.paid & 21¢ due which makes it a good item.

Answering your question 1): No, I have no cover showing the
round Havre mark you described.

Question 2): The "A" could mean American Service and the "D"
Direct Service(refer to Hill's article in Stamps Oct. 30, 1937-p.169)
Note ,however, that letters were also used as "Code" markings (bottom
position) on the via England and Calais mail. There seems to be
quite a good variety of these but I have never made an extensive
study of them.

I have the following cover: From the U. S. direct by Steamer
Vanderbilt, Oct. 1859, colleect, 12 debit and showing an Octagon Havre
receiving mark with the "D", side position. I believe the Vanderbilt
at this time was under limited contract with the U.S. and also went
to Bremen. I am inclined to agree with Hill that the "D" stood for
Direct if in the Havre mark, right side position. It is very possible

that a round mark may have been used in 1857 by Havre though I cannot
corroborate such use.

As I said before, direct cover material is not too plentiful,
in fact, I think a ratio of 50 to 1 for covers through England against

direct Havre Service is not too high a guess and during certain short
periods it was even higher.

I will be pleased to hear more from you on the above.

With best wishes,

Cééfizily yours
/a P —.%()(/7?/9/’2,—
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Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0.Box 31

33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave
Ft. Thomas, K

b4

Dear Stan;

The past few days have been hectic for John Norbeck and myself.
To top is all off, I have got to give some time to Mrs. Hill's social engagements.,
Hence I have not written before.
I found at the stationary store the binders for the Service enough
for Lester and myself,
Both Les and I were both thrilled at the Photos and I think they are
as fine as ever I have seen. I went thru all of the covers and I did not have a
"La Havre" in the round marking. Les thought from the Richmond lot he had one but
did not. Will keep my eyes open to find it. I got the Stolow Catalog and after check
ing the Klepp Sale and noting my remarks about the covers decided not to place any
bids.

Had a letter from Jack Molesworth offering me the Filstrup Block of 8 for the
small price of I850,00. He forgot he had written me before Jack Dick bought it.
Jack had offered it to me last Feb phoning me at Chicago for I750,00 and guaranteed
to take it off my hands in June at 2,000,00. I turned it down.

No news up here, just hope the work lets up so I can work on my

o

collection,
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Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0.Box 3I

33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave
Ft, Thomas, Ky

Dear Stan: Horace and I arrived at Dubuque, Iowa and I went on to Cedar
Rapids, quite a ride and picked up by the cops at Cascade, but I knew some of his
friends and takked him out of a ticket, promising to be good. Now I shall try to
answer all of the questions in your letters.

I, I 1like the way you describe the covers in the form of a certific

ate better than your signature as in the past,

2. Re- cover 5¢ 1856 you failed to note and I think it is important
that the stamps comex from L 4I,5I1,61,

3+ With the letter originating from New Orleans, why was the for-
warding handstamp of a New York firm there? We beleive that the agent of the firm
either had an office in New Orleans, allowed his representitive to use the hand stamp
or on a trip there he carried his own and affixed it himself.

4, On all of my Garnier covers there a handstamp but all are of a
different firm and are on front.

5. I have only one Garnier cover which has a llavre marking in an
octagon shape, all of the other covers have the usual round Et, Unis Serv. in a small
circle except one in the center of which is the date in a small octagon shape.

I appreciate what you have done for me. I intend to write my friend
Baille in Paris who made the find to learn from him the kind of business he was in,

A1l of the photo's you sent to me are enclosed which I hope will
arrive in good order, I am sorry I was unable to stay longer but the press of the
business made it necessary to get back. Ferhaps next time I wont be so rushed,

My best to Mildred and likewise to you.

SV,

d
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June 17, 1956 .

Mr., Henry W, Hill,
20"‘26 - 2nd sto. SO‘uth,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

Herewith I am returning the two covers that you left with me last week,
viz: (1) the 5¢ 1856 cover - V.S, of 3, from New Orleans Via New York and
Havre, France to Nentes, France = this from the Klep Sale last March, Lot 527,
and (2) Cover to Switzerland - ffom Platteville, Wis.,, viz New York and
Prussian Closed Mail to Switzerland in 1859 -« this also from the Klep Sale
last March, Lot 676,

I made photographs of each and every feature of these two covers, both in
color and blaeck and white, and slides and prints will be sent to you as soon as
processed, Accompanying each cover is a certificate of authentication, I did
not make any notations on the covers, I trust that both of my certificates are
satisfactory, but if not, I will be pleased to give more detailed explanations.
Here are some further remarkss

The 5¢ 1856 cover. « You will note that the addressor in New

Orleans routed this out of New York by the mail steamship "America." This was a
British Packet of the Cunard Line and sailings of these British subsidized mail
ships were every other Wednesday from New York and Boston, You will note that
this letter was mailed from New Orleans on June 15th which was Monday, I judge
the writer was aware that it would be impossible for his letter to get to New
York or Boston the following Wednesday, the 17th, so evidently the British "S,S.
ﬂe_ﬁ" was scheduled to sail on Vednesday, the 24th, However, the letter
rea New York in time to be forwarded by an "Amer, Pkt,." sailing direct to
France two days earlier on Monday the 22nd, thus the New York postmark of June
22nd with a large "3" at top, which was the U, S, gredit of 3¢ to the French P,0,D,
According to the terms of the U,S,~French treaty, ‘credits were to be in red and
%ﬁgg (account of unpaid mail) were to be applied in black, At the time this

etter was transmitted the treaty had been in force less than three months, hence
in handling large batches of mail I suppose it was natural thet a slight error such
as this - Black instead of red, was bound to occur, The cover itself shows that
- the French P,0, recognized that the letter was fully PAID and that the "3" was a
- credit and not a debit, Had the French misunderstood this credit = they would have
- rated the letter as unpaid with a French due marking in decimes, On the face of
this cover is the smell round French "receiving" merking of "Havre" in red. This
- proves that the letter was sent direct to Havre from New York, It reads, "ETATS -

UNIS=PAGmAM~AwbmJUT] =Hayre." To be explicit this meant, "From the United States
by American Packet (PAQ.All ) - received at Havre - July 6, 1857." You will note
thgt after "AM' there is an "A.," I am not certain what this indicated but my guess
is that it indicated the "Line," which brought the letter.

It may interest you to know that this particular type of HAVRE receiving mark-
ing seems to be most umusual. I thought I had a tracing of this round merking in
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ry files but was surprised to find that while I had tracings of the octagon type
with similar wording I did not have any record of this round type. I enclose
small photo showing the octagon type with HAVRE at bottom instead of LE HAVRE
(See Photo "AM),

I am enclosing herewith a photograph of a Waterhou e cover = See Photo marke-
ed "Be" I thought this was in the sale but evidently it'was not. This was a use
in October 1857 and it shows che octagon "Havre" merking, This is a cover
and in the same class as yours, This a 15¢ rate with V.5, of 3 = 5¢ 7 Type I
Red Brown, This type of New York postmerk was the regular type used on mail sent
by "Amer, Pkt." direet to France. Why the circular type of HAVRE marking was dise
continued and the octagon type adopted as early as November 1857 I do not know,

I also enclose Photo "C" which is one of youwr covers, Here is the same type
of cover as Photo "B" = By steamship - Amer, Fkt., = to Havre, This has the

octagon HAVRE maorking,

Note Phﬁo D' = This is a triple 3 x 15¢ direct to Havre in December 1857 with
the Octagon Ce

Note Photo “E." Here is a photo of another cover by the Havre Line direct with
the Octagon Havre and N,Y, credit of "3" (regular type).

o "F" is that wonderful Jamet cover. It was 8 2 x 15¢ but it was not
oz. » 80 New York rated it as a single to France with a credit of 3¢,

Hote the getagon Havre. This reads, "EI=-UN =Al-D=" the same of the other ex-
amples of the octagon type.

Photo "G" « shows another Garnier cover to Nantes in March of 1859,

Please return these photos to me as they are from my files but if you wish
duplicates of anyone I will meke prints for you.

You will note that I put the sailing days on the back of each, and that American
packets as a rule sailed on Saturdays.

IBRHEEHERHEEERREEEE
Re = your cover to Switzerland, I doubt if much more could be stated than I
included in my memo attached to the cover, except that in one of my early issues of
my Service I gave quite a complete write-up of how mail was transmitted by the
Prussian Closed Mail,

It certainly was nice having Horace and you down even if the time was much too
sport, We trust that you had a pleasant return trip,

Mildred joins me in best wishes -

Cordially yours,



June 17’ 1956-

My, Henry W, Hill,
20=26 « 2nd St., South,
« Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

Strictly confidential, I am enclosing herewith a photograph of a
Garnier cover that was in the Waterhouse collection, You will note that
this has the New York debit lc and that the letter went by
a Br, Packet to England, thence to France, Why did New York debit the
French P,0, with 3¢? A single rate letter prepaid amd by British Packet
from the U,S, = not over % oz, = would rate a credit in red of 12¢, For
example, everything is right about this Waterhouse cover except the stfip
of stamps and the New Orleans postmarks, In other words, without the two
it would be an ordinary single rate stampless sent unpaid, but with the
stamps it does not make sense, For example, if 15¢ had been paid at New
Orleans the debit 3 would not make sense = Further, the French rated it as
a single with 8 decimes due, which was the equivalent of 15¢, If 15¢ was
paid at New Orleans why did the French rate it with 15¢ due (8 decimes)?

If this strip was actually put on at New Orleans and canceled there at
the time of mailing, then the only explanation is that New York made an
error and rated the letter as a single but with no payment whatsoever,

I feared at first that your Klep cover was in this class and you can
see why I felt that way,

Please return this primt but if for any reason you would like to have
a duplicate I will be glad to make one for you.

With regards -

Cordially yours,



! to Ostend, Belgium, thence to Prussia, where the bag was o

Re - cover - 5¢ 1857 - Type I - Red Brown, Block of six (6)

2V x 3H, plus a single on buff envelope from Platteville, Wis.,
Jan, 2, 1859 to Switzerland,

This was a single rate of not over one~half ounce Via Prussian
Closed Mail, the rate being 35¢, of which the U, S. share was
23¢ and that of the Prussian P.0,D, 12¢.

This letter was sent to New York - a red postmark on back of
that office dated Feb, 2 (Wednesday), and thence was despatched
in a sealed (Closed Mail) by British Packet to England, thence

., and this letter sent on to Switzerland, 3
& This is an exceedingly rare cover and it is genuine in every ;=
. respect, B

STANLEY B, ASHBROOK
June 16, 1956



Re - cover - 5¢ 1856 = V,S. of three, with center line to
on blie folded letter, (cut) from New Orleans, June 15,

1857, (Monday) Via New York, June 22, 1857 (Monday) to

Nantes, France.
~ This letter was a single rate of not over one-guarter ounce,
?@}.fsent prepaid, by American Packet direct to Havre, France, This
2/ was a rate of 15¢, the U,S, share being 12¢ and the French
. share, 3¢ (internal), The lew York marking (Foreign) has a
3" at the top = thus the U, S, credit of 3¢ to the French
P.O.Dept, The UsS.~French postal treaty (effeective April },
1857) stipulated that "eredits" be stamped in red and debits
in blaek, but in this case, the New York Foreign Division
thru an oversight stamped the "3" credit in black, The French
Receiving marking reads, "ETATS=UNIS=PAQwAl=Awb=JUll=57-LE
HAVRE,"
This cover is genuine in every respect.
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June 18, 19560

Mr, Henry W. Hill,
2026 = 2nd St., South,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

I am sending the two covers to you by registered mail
this morning,.

There is one point I neglecied to mention in my letter
re - the 5¢ 1856 cover, On the back is a forwarding hand=
stamp of a New York firm, and what bothers me is how this
got there, This letter originated in New Orleans and was
mailed there, How come it got into the hands of a firm in
New York? There is nothing a the address to indicate
any contact with a New York f fter reaching there., I
cannot explain this feature and wonder if you can offer any
suggestion,

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,

PeSe==You have other Garnier covers = Do any of. them have
such a firm on the back?



June 17, 1956,

Mr. Henry W, Hill’
20-26 « 2nd Sto. Sou‘bh.
Minneapolis, Mimn,

Dear Henry:

Herewith I am returning the two covers that you left with me last week,
vizt (1) the 5¢ 1856 cover = V.S, of 3, from New Orleans Via New York and
Havre, France to Nantes, France = this from the Klep Sale last March, Lot 527,
and (2) Cover to Switzerland - ffom Platteville, Wis., viz New York and
Prussian Closed Mail to Switzerland in 1859 - this also from the Klep Sale
last March, Lot 676,

I made photographs of each and every feature of these two covers, both in
color and black and white, and slides and prints will be sent to you as soon as
processed, Accompanying each cover is a certificate of authemtication, I did
not meke any notations on the covers, I trust that both of my certificates are
satisfactory, tut if not, I will be pleased to give more detailed explanations,
Here are some further remarkst

The 5¢ 1856 cover. « You will note that the addressor in New
Orleans routed this out ork by the mail steamship " +" This was a
British Packet of the Cunard Line and sailings of these British subsidized mail
ships were every other Wednesday from New York and Boston, You will note that
this letter was mailed from New Orleans on June 15th which was Monday, I judge
the writer was aware that it would be impossible for his letter to get to lew
York or Boston the following Wednesday, the 17th, so evidently the British "&,8,
_A_l%" was scheduled to sail on Wednesday, the 24th, However, the letter
rea

New York in time to be forwarded by an "Amer, Pkt," sailing to
France two days earlier on Monday the 22nd, thus the New York pos " June
22nd with a large "3" at top, which was the U, S, of 3¢ to the Feench P,0,D,

According to the terms of the U,S,~French treaty, credits were to be in red and
%g(acwunhofmﬁdmﬂ) were to be applied in o At the time this
er was transmitted the treaty had been in force less than three months, hence

in handling large batches of mail I suppose it was natural that a slight error such
as this - Blagk dnstead of was bound to occur, The cover itself shows that
the French P,0, recognized that the letter was fully PAID and that the "3" was a
eredit and not a debit, Had the French misunderstood this credit = they would have
rated the letter as unpaid with a French due marking in decimes, On the face of
this cover is the small round French "receiving" marking of "Havre" in red., This
proves that the letter was sent direct to Havre from New York, It reads, "ETATS -
P, 1L~ «" To be explicit this meant, "Frém the United States

can Packet . - received at Havre - July 6, 1857," You will note
that after "AM" there is an "A." I am not certain whot this indicated but my guess
is that it indicated the "Line," which brought the letter.

It may interest you to know that this particular type of receiving mark-
ing seems to be most umusual, I thought I had a tracing of this round marking in



1{:2. Mr. Hm We Hill - June 17’ 1956.

ny files but was surprised to find that while I had tracings of the oct.agon type

with similar wording I did not have any record of this round type. I enclose
z(mall photo ahgw:l.ng the octagon type with HAVEE at bottom instead of LE HAVRE
See Photo "AY),

I am enclosing herewikth a photograph of a Waterhow e cover = See Photo mark-
ed "Bs" I thought this was in the sale but evidently it 'was not, This was a use
in October 1857 and it shows the octagon " " ma " Thhha%%p:wer
and in the same class as yours, This a 15¢ rate with V.S, of 3 = 5¢ I
Red Browm, Thiatypeofﬂw!orkpostmrkmtherog\ﬂartmmedonmﬂsm
by "Amer, Pkt," to France, lhy the circular type of HAVRE marking was dis-
continued and the n type adopted as early as November 1657 I do not know,

I also enclose "ol which is one of yowr covers, Here is the same type
of cover as Photo "B" « By stecamship -« Amer, Fkt, = to Havre, This has the

octagon HAVEE marking,

W-Thiauatriple3x15¢directtoﬂamianberleﬂwith
the gon .

e Fh " Here is a photo of another cover by the Havre Line direct with
the Octagon and N.Y, credit of "3" (regular type).

"FH is that wonderful Jamet cover, It was 2 x 15¢ but it was not
over % 0%,y 80 lew York rated it as a single to France with a credit of 3¢,
Note the gctagon Havre, This reads, " ' the same of the other ex-

amples of the octagon type,
Photo "G" « shows another Garnier cover to lantes in Morch of 1859,

Please return these photos to me as they are from my files but if you wish
duplicates of anyone I will make prints for you.

You will note that I put the sailing days on the back of each, and that American
packets as a rule sailed on Saturdays,

ABEEESHEMHRE RN
Re = your cover to Switzerland, I doubt if much more could be stated than I
included in my memo attached to the cover, except tha ono of my early issues of

ny Service I gave quite a complete writo-up of how mil transnitted by the
Prussian Closed Mail,

Itccrtaixﬂ.ywunicohavingﬂm«axﬂymdwnemifthetimwaamhtoo
sport, We trust that you had a pleasant return trip.

Mildred joins me in best wishes =
' Cordially yours,
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May 15' 1956 .

Mr, Henry W, Hill,
’ Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Henry:

Re - your 5¢ 1856 Klep cover, I think you should
let me examine this for you, because the crooks over on
the Continent are extremely elever and can make covers
that are almost perfect., No one outside of myself has
made as great a study of their methods, Here is an item
that cost you almost $9%000,00 and yet you have not sube
nitted it to me to see if everything is OK, Are you ab=
solutely sure it is perfect in every way? If it is not
have you any recourse? Even if something is wrong would
the I F,Expert Committee know? It is a thousand to one
they would not,

My only interest is yours = believe me = they are
aware on tie Continent thet you pay high prﬁes, so they
are going to try and take you for a ride - soomer or later,

Please be careful,

Yours etc.,



May 15, 19564

Mr, L. G, Broockman,
103 hab -‘h‘ca.de’
5th & Hennepin,
" Minneapolis 3, !Minn,

Dear Les:

This is strictly confidential and mot a hint to Henry. I have had a
hint that the Klep cover that cest Hemry nearly $9,000,00 is questionable.
He has not shown it to me, because he is confident it is genuine, and maybe
it is, but if the dope I get in correct, ther@ is one feature that is not =
It may be an error but ralses a cquestion and believe me, there
should not be any question about an $8,£00,00 baby, They know Henry pays high
priges,; so sooner or later they are going to take him for 2 nice ride,

I don't-give a demn what anyone says about Belagse = I think he is a
Lousy crook and I would not trust him as far as I could toss a bull, Henry
don't know a darn thing about the markings on foreign rate covers (in my opinion)
and he trusts his own judgment in buying an $8,800,00 baby. Oh boy, what a ;
prospect for a to the really smart boys over there, I wonder if you will
differ with me? t did you think of that $8,800,00 prize? Did you see any-
thing wrong with it?

Now all my dope may be 1l00% wrongy so keep this strictly confidemial,
and destroy this letter and I will not keep a copy.

Regards,

. Yours ebeo,
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Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, KY

Dear Stan;

I have every intention of showing you the Klepp Cover
but I do not want to send it by mail.

By the terms of the Sale it cannot be returned i§iZ was bad.
I am sure however that it is good. It has been under black light and all of my
friends, Weill, Keffer and Les agree i% is 0.K.

. I want you too, to see the cover along with the Red Brown
block of 6 plus I Prussian closed mail, but I want an excuse to come dowvn to see
you both, Just when I am puzzeled because our business has developed expense
problems again and I am in the process of beaaking down percentages of expense to
every department. A delay cannot do me harm as I have no recourse to the Sale.

I am writing Balasse today for prices realized and will
get it for you. Kindepst regards. 1 will phone you before I come.




L. G. BROOKMAN

102 LOEB ARCADE

MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA R.D.P.

AS:DLA,

May 16, 1956

Dear Stan:

Your Special Delivery just at hand. I really haven't
had oo much of an ooportunity to CLOSELY examine the cover
in question. There was a little takk about the possibility
of one portion of the margin being tampered with but I did
not note this on visual examination. As I recall, there was
a slight difference in anperance but this could be due to age.

I will say this--drunk or sober I never would pnay over
$2500 for this cover. This desnite the fact that I saw it
bid up (by several bidders) to the high price asf which it
was kndcked down. I believe the bidding was honest--no shills.
Had you or I had it and asked HALF of the realized price we
would have been branded as thieves.

My OFF%HAND opinion of the cover is that it is genuine
and O0.K. but the strip may just possibly have been tampered
with a 1littIle in the margin. This is only a possibility and
not, in my opinion (based just on visual examination), a
probability. I do hope you get a look at this cover sometime.

Wish I could see you. It is too damned long between our
visits.

Helen and I had a good time at "Fipex" although I was
under the weather for two days--just like I was in London.
We went out to Bermuda and had a wonderful vacation there--
expensive but worth it.

Heymen of Louisville, Bilden and myself went down to
Richmond after Fipex and bought an interesting lot of old
covers., An original lot that came out of an old paper mill
many years ago. Around 80 5¢ and 104 'L7's and a lot of
other good material. I have been buying a lot of material--
both U.S. and foreign. I do think that SALES will drop off
now. Wonder if you think the same way. As sure as the devil
the stock market is going to sag for a while. That doesn't
bother me directly because my stock is STAMPS.

/9- // ﬂﬁﬁ/ﬂw / 2 M, Sincere eegards,

e
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'STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 8. BOX 31

B33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUR May 15, 1956.

FORT THOMAS, KY.

Mr. L, G, Brookman,
103 Loeb Arcade,
5th & Hennepin,
Minneapolis 3, Minn.

Dear Les:

This is strictly confidential and not a hint to Henry. I have had a
hint that the Klep cover that cost Henry nearly $9,000.00 is questionable.
He has not shown it to me, because he is confident it is genuine, and maybe
it is, but if the dope I get in correct, there is one feature that is not
regular, It may be an error but raises a question and believe me, there
should not be any question about an $8,800,00 baby, They know Henry pays high
prices, so sooner or later they are going to take him for a nice ride,

I don't give a damn what anyone says about Belasse — I think he is a
Lousy crook and I would not trust him as far as I could toss a bull, Henry
don't know a darn thing about the markings on foreign rate covers (in my opinion)
and he trusts his own judgment in buying an $8,800,00 baby. Oh boy, what a
prospect for a ride to the really smart boys over there, I wonder if you will
differ with me? What did you think of that $8,800,00 prize? Did you see any-
thing wrong with it?

Now all my dope may be 100% wrong, so keep this strictly confidential,
and destroy this letter and I will not keep a copy.

Regards.




May 23, 1956.

Mr, L, G, Brockman,
103 Loeb Arca."fe,
5th & Hennepin,
Minneapolis 3, Minn,

Dear Les!

Thanks for yours which I will destroy, Here is the situation,
Two different people have written me aboufy that cover and acked my
opinion because they questioned it, This'ds bad, I don't see why Henry
took such a chance, That 5¢ 1857 "orance brown" cover he bought in the
Waterhouse sale is a fake and it is common knowledge that I condemned it.
I think Bacher is crooked and no doubt he sold the cover to Waterhouse,
go of course he has a fine background story, Why does Henry trusts such
crooks? Do you know? .

Henry went ahead and illustrated that cover in his book and people who
know are laughing at him for doing this,

Please treat this as confidential,
With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



HW 23; 1956-

Mr( Henry wc ‘Hill,
Minneapolis, Minn, .

Dear Henxy:

lie = yours of the 1l€th. HNone of your friends such as Weill,
Keffer and others, would know whether the 5¢ 1656 cover was good or
bady so their opinicns on this item would be valueless.

I have been informed that the New York postmark is in black
and if it is, then as sure as the very devil, something is wrong.

I understand that Belasse is printing a list of the prices in his
magazine, also a write-up of the sale. I sure would like to have a
translation in English, How 2re we to obtain same? Ile sure should
have ones :

Believe me, you don't ever have tc have any excuse to come down
and pay us a visit,

With all good wishes =
Cordially yours,



Y ')l"),—,'E r!‘ .!

e 4. MALPASS
-S40} —am STREET NoRTl = =5
S IEFETERSBU G, FLORIDA

June 15, 1956

[
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e
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Dear S

Yours of the 7th before me.

I agree that it 1s possible that Scruggs and Hubbell joined forees to do
"the deed," 1Not a word out of Hubbell since Norfolk, He has not sup=
ported this administration in any way, shape or form, yet is the man that
two of our Trustees wanted to have the "Havydn Myer Award, Presented to
the one who has done most for the Alliance®.

On the good side of the le)xdger I have received many letters from colonels
who are pleased with ®hat has been accomplished in less than a year, For
the Alliance, it has been a wonderful thing =~ for you & real trial and

tribulation. I do bellieve that all of the STUDENTS and better grade membears

appreciate what has been involved, at least to the point of complete
approvale.

For your information I have recently submitted my resignation to Ben
Reeves as Chailrmen of the Committee on Postal History, S.P.A. No comment
should be necessary.

Enclosed 1s a clipping I have had around for quite some time, one which
may explahn the action of a certain individual, No need to retum it.
Alvarez is nobody's fool. He is Editor-In-Chief of "Modern Medicine" and
a long accepted leader in the medical field,

Now for the enclonsed cover., This is one I have with my "blockade-run"
items, and I belleve it to be suche Would like a PROFESSTIONAL OPINION

of this, and will pay your fee for same,

Here 1is the way I rationalilze 1t:

l, Cant be BEFORE 1861, as the double circle postmark was not 1n use
in May of 1860,

2. If 1861, and thereby "after secession" use, it would have required
only 1¢ drop letter rate (unless unpaid, when 1t would require double.
But there is nothing to indicate that it is unpaid),.

3¢ Most 1likely 1862. Blockade runners did get in and out at that time.

*  Manuscript "CLIPPER" denotes an ovean-going type ship, and not a river
boat. 2¢ rate would be correct, and this marker was used and is listed
in Dietz catalog.

4, Later use is possible, but unlikely, as the blockade was pretty tight
by May of 1863 and thereafter. Also, a 27 handstamp was in use from
the, eity of Moblle,

Will be pleased to have your comments, and if you can slign the cover, so
much the better, I own it outright,

Nothing else new, so will close.

Best regards. éggiik%fE;Lz__—f’



June 18, 1956

Mr, George N, Malpass,
5401 «~ 9th St,., Horth,
5t Petersburg, Fla,

Dear Ceorget

Herewith I am returning the Mobile stampless of May 29 with the
Drop lct marking, The cover came from the Wulfekuhler collection and no
doubt it was in the sale by H, R, Harmer some years ago., I recall that
I had quite a bit of correspondence regarding it with Wulfekuhler, Larry
Shenfield and Dr, Dave Sellers of Mobile, I had Dr, Sellers search the
City Directories of Mobile and the enclosed is a copy, I recall that I did
not think this was a blocade cover, Here are some comments on your notes «

1l = Yes, this could be before the blocade period, that is, before
June 1, 1801, because this double circle postmark is quite well known on the
Uy Se 1¢ 1857 « the 3¢ 1857 and on other higher walues of the 1857 = 1260
issues, I judge this type was used at the Mobile P,0, as early as "early 1860"
posgibly as early, as "late in 1859," However in 1860 and 1241 it was almost
invariably used with an 1860 or 1861 year logo but the exception may have been
Drop Letters, I am going on the supposition that the office had more than one
of these stampers and thet no year logo was used on local letters but on firste
class mail, the stamper (or stampers) had year logos.

Noe 2. You are wrong in stating there is nothing to indicate that it is
%%, on the contrary there is nothing to indicate it was PAID, Had it been
P t would have been stamped PAID, Bear in mind that there was never a 1l¢

Drop rate in the C,S.A, and this apparently was a s sent unpaid at a
1¢ rate, Just because there are two strikes of the "D " is no indiecation
that 2¢ was due, in my opinion,

Nos, 3, Dietz listed this "Drop let" as a C.S.As marking but he was wrong
as there was never such a C,S,A, rate,

No: 4o It is my impression that we came to the conclusion this was a use
after the war - either in 1865 or 1866,

With regards -
Cordially yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG

3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

June 12, 1956.
Tuesday P.M.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I was almost embarassed yesterday to come home from bown &
find on my desk a copy of Henry Hill's book by AIRMAIL, of all things.
He had told me in N.Y.. that he had sent me a copy and if it was not here
when I returned to let him know, which I did. I had no idea he would send
another but try to loecate the lost copy. Of course I am writing to thank
him but do feel like he had a lot of trouble with mees Sure a charming
gentleman and one I hope to know better in the future.

Glad the brief case came to hand. I also received the Postal
Book of 1870, noted the Remsen, Oneida Co., N.Y. and have just sent it
back by insured Parcel Post. Let me know when it gets there safe and sound.

By the way, here is a tip. I buy those slip covers you use,
not from Ful-Vu people byt a better substitute from Sam Paige for $8.50
per 100. Shall I tell him about you or will you write him?

Here are the Pinks, the three I got in the Fox sale. I know
this catches you busy with company, so just lay aside until you get a
chance to look at them.
Lot 250, the earliest known cost me $85.00 plus 5%
® 202, the pigeon blood Paid 3 New Britian cost me $82.50 &5%
w  25),, the pigeon blood Nashua, N.H. cost me $145.00 & 5%
I am pleased with all three purchases against the one in Siegel sale 3/22/56
wherein lot 128 went to J.Dick for $255.00, a single Oct L, 1861.

Here is a dilemma for me. I have these three other covers which
in one case you have seen and marked it as 6lA.This is cover from Newburgh
N.Y. to Troy, August 20 (Inside August 19, 1861.) Please take another look
at this along side the Fox lots. I bought this as a true pink from a Paige
sale last year.

Then here is this cover from Auburn, N.Y. to Sinclearville,
N.Y. dated Sep. 13,(1861?) Surely this is néither a rose pink nor a rose.
Wouldn't this be a pink if not what he says it is? I bought this for a
pink in a Harmer Rooke sale,

And finally is this cover with the black star, Yonkers, N.Y.
to Morristown, N.J. I bought this as a pink from @ Siegel sale. I makethe
same statement as the Auburn cover above. Dated 24 August, (1861)

, Glad the 3¢ grilled all over was 0.K. Let me know what Les!
fee is.

Enclosed 3¢ 1861 pinks.

Lot 25h Fox 6/6/56 152.25
"

252 " 86.63
" 250 " 89.25
®  ,89Paigel2/2/55 22.58
" 45HR1/11/56 22.50

" 263RS5/24/56 26.00
—399.21

.



June 13, 1956.

Mr, Zmmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Aive., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Pm:

Re - Lot #250 in the Fox Sale = June 6th last.
After a search I found a photc of this cover that I
made in 1950 - I also made a photo of the baxk with
my lengthy notation, I had failed to file these two
prints in my card index or any record therein of this
cover, 1 suppose I never got arcund to it, You ob-
tained quite a bargain in Lot {250,

Hurriedly yours,



June M, 1956-

Mr. Emaerson C, Krug,
3008 -« 13th Ave,, South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Herewith your six 3¢ 1861 covers as per yours of the 12th, I have ex-
amined these today in good daylight and here are my comments

There can be no question about the Nashau cover (Sep 5-'61) and the New
Britain cover (Sep 1 '61), These are true Pigeon Bloods, The Nashau is ex-
pecially fine,

If there is any conflict anywhere it is with the Cleveland cover of Aug.
19, 186, but it is a better tint than the Newburgh, N,Y. cover, I examined the
latter a.nd this is certainly what we have always called a near Pink and what the
Se¢UeSs lists as "ROSE PIIK," Compare these two covers — Cleveland and Newburgh.
There is little difference but the Cleveland is a bit more Pink, I suppose to be
100% correct it should be class®d as the Rose Pink.

The Yonkergs This is badly faded and it is definitely a Rose.

The Auburn., We had some correspondence about this several months ago,
This is a faded Pink and if Todd or anyone else said that I passed this as a
Pigeon Bleod they are lying, It is a faded Pink, I made color slides of each of
the ctamps (enlarged). Pinks and Pigeons do not photo very good, but it will be
interesting to see how they turn out,

By the way, the Pigeon cover in the Siegel sale last March which sold @
-$255,00 was bought by Hart not Jack Dick, I have a color slide of the cover but
not ocne of Jjust the stamp., Would you like to see it? I will loan it to you,

or S,PsA, If @icould locate his address I woulld write and request an explanation,
I wish you would destroy the memo and erase his memo from the back.

Henry Hill, That sure was nice of him to send you a copy of his book, He
phoned me last night from Louisville that he had to go to Lexington today and that
Horace Poole was with him and would bé here this a#ternoon,

Further re - the memo by Cerald Todd. % find he is not a member of the A,P.S,

covers, !lease cend me a sample of the kind that you get from Sam Paige,
I wonder if mine are larger?

With regards =«

Yours etc.,






Dear Stan:

Please rub all the notes off of the back of

"~ this cover and destroy the two letters.
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

P. 0. Box 31 40“}
3 83 N, Ft. Thomas Ave,, o "‘ﬁ
FORT THOMAS, KY. g w5 o0 o Qo 30, 1950,
pS ™ 1 - cxa‘wci"’ﬁofr\e" a
: \\\ﬁ. ““ C"‘“ﬁa‘ \\2; 3 T =2\® e 0‘:9 4 P:“g‘
Mr. Louls F, Yeckel, " ™ o' e (g 50 la Vo
6543 Walsh st., Wi\ﬂf ot \5;*.:‘\_1 9-3 oy
Rk 2% ¢ ah gt
St. Louis 9, M o % o oo™ P i g %
e : *-
My dear Mr, Yeckel: AW oy P e e

3 4
~NO -\(09 _)9"?'

I cannot tell you ‘Whst a big kick I got out of
seeing this remarkable cover - only on rare occasions does
an item show up that seems literally out of the world to
me - My pencil notations are self-explanatory and about all
that I can add is this - I made the notations because I
feel sure you will keep the cover - The fact is, no matter
what price the seller put on this cover it would be far too
low. I can well imagine that there are a number of Cleve=-
land collectors who would love to have thls very remarkable

. COVEDr,

: I never saw the Luff cover and what Luff might

" have called a Pink might have been simply a Pinkish-rose and
besldes a use on the 18th might have been on Monday, the 19th -
as the P,0, clerk could have used an 18th on Monday the 19th.
At any rate - such an extremely early use of a 3¢ 1861 is as
good to me as if it was actually the earliest - The fact re-
mains that only a few - a very few collections ean show an 1861
stamp used as early as Aug., 19, 1861, No matter what this
cover cost you I think youn obtained & very great bargain, My
congratulations are yours, I guess I am a bit different from
the average collector but a cover like this gives me a real
thrill.

/7

/Kfahce ely yoursﬁzb pA
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HORACE S. POOLE
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE
DUBUQUE, IOWA

JUNE |7, 19%0

Dear Stan:

HERE 18 THE COVER FROM Mc GREGORS LANDING,
lowa witH THE 5 ¢ 1847 stamP wHicH | wanT vou
TO LOOK OVERe. ALSO ENCLOSED 18 LETTER FROM
RoLAND L. HUST1Sy REGARDING THES COVER. AS
YOU PROBABLY KNOW ; MR. HuSTISBy A LOMG TIME _
MEMBER OF APS, 18 A REAL STUDENT AND WAS RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR THE BULLETIN PUBLISHED BY APS
"THE MILWAUKEE & MississiPPl R. R. AND ITS
PosTmarks" .

| pip 80 ENJOY MY VISIT IN FORT THOMAS WITH
Yyou AND MRS. ASHBROOK. HENRY DELIVERED ME
SAFELY IN DUBUQUEy; ABOUT FOUR THIRTY SATUR=-
DAY AFTERNOON AND HE WENT ON TO CeEDAR RAPIDS
WHERE HE EXPECTED TO SPEND THE NIGHT.

A8 EVER,y SINCERELY

D ceee
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N? 401665

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK

OR DATE
HORACE S. POOLE
STREET AND NO. 1475 Montrose Terrace o4 ]
Dubuque, lowa i G P

CITY AND STATE

If youwant a return receipt, check which | If you want'-r'_o-"_r
7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, | stricted deliv-
to whom when, and address ery, check here
and when where delivered 5
delivered 20¢ fee

POD Form 3800  Replaces previous editions of
July 1955 this form which MAY be used.




1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee ~
First-class or airmail postage ,
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (cptional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



June 20, 1956.

Mr, Horace S, Poole,
14,75 Montrose Terrace,

Dubuque, Iowa.
Dezar Horace:

Re = your 5¢ 18,7 cover with manuscript poste
mark of "lMcGregors Landing, Ioway Apr. 10, 1851," I
have examined this very carefully and it is my opinion
that this item is genuine in every respect, I believe
this 5¢ 1847 stamp was used on this cover on the date
of the postmark, I do not believe that originally
this was a stampless cover sent paid to which someone:
added this stamp, My examination indicates that the
ink used to cancel the stamp with "pd" is the same as
that of the postmark, Further, there is no penned rate
on the cover as there surely would have been had this
been 2 "stampless.” The stamp itself is evidence of
the rate, /And finally, the shade and impression of theé
stamp is quite correct for a use as late as April 1851,

Sincerely yours,

gs.B.Ao-ze )
EK30-12-17)



& June 195g

Mr. Stanley EB. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

For several years I have been compiling informaticn
from which I hope to publish a postal history of New
Mexico Territory. I now have rather complete infor-
mation as to establishment dates of postoffices and have
made records of over 2000 postmarks. In corresponding
with Dr. Chase about this project, He indicated that he
had given up plans of writing up New lMexico and very
kindly lent me all his notes on this territory. I have
made records of all the big and important collections
that I know of. My own collection numbers some 600
covers.

Whereas,; I don't know whether you are a collector of

this sort of thing or not, I suspect that you have
records in the form of photograghs of the important

New Mexico covers that you have seen. I would 1like

very much to have copies of these, and wonder 1f you

have any that you would be willing to let me use, if

I desire, as i1llustrations in my forthcoming book.

I would, of course expect to pay you for them. Do you
have a photo of an early Santa Fe bearing a single 5¢
147, the second having been cut off in opening the en-
velope? (I believe this cover to have been mailed in
1850). And may I have a copy of the phpto of, the Santa
Fe now in the Alpers Collection which bears £ copiles

of No. 179 I have made photos of a number of early
unighe 1items, and perhaps you would like copies of these.
Are your interests restricted primarily to certain stamps,
or what? If you have photograbhs for which you have no
negatives, I would be happy to pay for having them repro-
duced if they should have a place in a New Mexico postal
history.

I would be very glad to try to answer any questions you
may have on New Mexico. I also have considerable infor-
mation on Arizona, and intend to undertake the Arizona
problem next.

I shall certainly appreciate anything you are willing to
do, and look forward to hearing from you 1in the near future.

Sincerely yours,
Se. 9.7 0 A

DrsS,. H . Dike Sie vl Dike
30972 '35th Place

Sandia Base
Albuguerque, N.M.



June 110, 1956«

lﬁ‘g S. H. Djke’
Albuquerque, New Mex,

Dear M, Dike:

: Replying to yours of the 6thy I regret to state
that New Mexico covers are a bit out of my line and I
never made any effort to acquire or record such items,
While I have a few photographs I am sure they are 1tm
that would be well known to you.

I believe I have & few covers with the 3¢ 1861
and the laricops Wells Z,T.

Sincerely yours,



Confederates

Blocade cover

England to New Orleans

MacBride wrote 2/25/1550:

"Tom Parks turned up the other day with a
photo of a cover he owns, which apparently
ran the blockade from England to New Orleans,
It has "Due $1.50" and "2" written on it in
blue pencil, - for the blockade and ship
postage, but I was chiefly interested to note
that it has the small double-circle New
Orleans postmark dated Jan. 4, 1862, Thus it
seems that this type of postmark was used

on ALL mail arriving in New Orleans by boat, -
whether by river or by oceanl"
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May 23, 19564

e Thomas Parks,
3556 - 79bh Stes
Jackson Hed.g'xta, N,Y.
Dear Mr, Parks: ‘
I sent my pood friend Leonard Huber a photo
print of your cover, I enclose his reply and copy
of my reply tec him, Please return,

I have yours of the 18th with enclosures and
I will reply later,

Incident2lly I attended the Brown Sale in 1939
and have the eatalogue that I used at ‘that time. '

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



June 7’ 19560

Mr, Thoss Parks,
3556 - 7%}1 Sto’
Jackson Heights, N,Y.

Dear M, Parks:

Please pardon this tardy acknowledgement of yours of the 17th
with enclosures.

I am wondering what you thought of Leonard Huber's letter that
I sent you under date of May 23rd? .

. Pegarding your manuscript, "Confederate Armyv C Cancels," which I
am returning herewith, I think this is excellent and I read it very
carefully with the result that I found you were far better informed on
the various subjects than I am, I went thru my files but falled to find
any data that I thought would be helpful to you, In what publication
will this appear? I hope you will send it to "Stampg" where it will re-
ceive a wide circulation,

I also return the rhotostat of the pages from the Brown auction
Catalogue, :

With kindest regards =
Cordially yours,
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June 16, 19560

lﬁ", Thos. Parkn,
3556 - 79th mop
Jackson H.ﬂmt‘., Y.

Dear Mr, Parkst

Yours of the 12th received and I was indeed sorry to
learn that you are still suffering from injuries rdceived
in Vorld War II, I do wish you well,

I note your remarks re « Leonard Huber, I hegret that
your contacts with him have not been most satisfactory, I
have known him by correspondence for quite a few years and
our relations have been most pleasant,

I had a letter from him recently stating that no
blocade letters were run by river, that the Mississippi
was completely closed by traffic by a federal blockading
scuadron at the mouth, I do not recall how you figured that
your cover may have reached New Orleans,

With every good wish -
Cordially yours,



June 7, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. O, Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

With further reference to the cover that Mr.

. Parks sent you. I have just noticed in your letter
of May 23rd you ask if there was any evidence that
the blockade was run by ship up the river. I
would like to answer this by saying that the
Mississippi was completely closed to traffic by

a federal blockading squadron at the mouth of

the Mississippi at this time and that as far as

I know no traffic went this way. It was far
easier to go by railroad to Berwick Bay and I

am convinced that all letters destined for
foreign countries that went by Costa's route

were forwarded in this manner.

Your ery truly,

5y YA
G = Do //‘ﬁ%ﬂa o sl
Z;/":f”;ﬂ’%ﬂ%% o
o




June 16, 1956,

Dear Mr, Hubers:

Thanks very much for yours of the 7th, I appreciate
your remarks re = the river route, Let us suppose that
this "cover" might be a "Blocade" covery, and if there is
no chance that it could have rum a blocade by which route
could it have arrived, If it came thru Mexico I would
imagine there would be something to identify such trans—
mission, I quite agree that this cover is quite a puzzle
and it would be nice if we could establish its true status,

I enclose the clipping that I referred to in a former
letter. This was furnished to me by Mr, Parks, Will you
kindly return it at your convenience,

With my kindest regards =

Cordially yours,



el T
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June 6, 1956,

Mr. L, V, Huber,
4841 Canal Sta.,
New Orleans 19, La.
Dear Mr, Huber:
Here is the result of my effort to bring out
the postmark om your cover, I think that it
speaks for itself,

With regards =

Cordially yours,



June 27, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Py 0. Bex 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

As you can see from the enclosed copy of a letter
‘to Mr. Parks he wrote me concerning "the $1,5C
due cover"”. I am returning the little photostat
that you sent. Apparently mail did get through
the blockade to New Orleans. I would be of the
opinion that what came through came on very small
vessels and not up the Mississippi, first because
of the blockading Gulf Squadron and secondly be-
cause if any mail ever got through by the river
this would have heen reported in the press and

I have never run across any mention of it. Mr.
Parks is very far away from the scene of the
action and he has only fragmentary material with
which to work and he jumps to conclusions before
ascertaining all the facts.

Cordiadly yours,

b

LVH/IH



June 27, 1956

M. Thomas Parks
3556 79th St. =
Jackson Heights, N. Y.

- Dear Mr. parks;

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 20th con=
cerning the puzzling "Due $1,50" cover which bears a
New Orleans postmark.dated January 4, 1862. Just how
this cover came to New Orleans will probably never be
known because of the fact that the letter accompanying !
the cover was lost. 1 hardly think it came up the
Mississippi River and I will tell you why. As early

as June 1861 the "Powhaton® and the "Brooklyn® the
former a paddle-wheel sloop and the latter a screw

_sloop of considerable size, arrived to close the mouth
of thie Mississippi. (As you will recall the commerce

raider “Sumter® under Capt. Semmes slipped through this

‘blockade a short while after.) In Qctober 1861 the Gulf
.Blockading Squadron had been so reinforced that four

veéssels were sent fifteen miles upstream to a place

~galled the Head of Pases., These werec the “"Richmond"

with twenty-four big guns, the "Vincennes", the Prebie,
and the "Water Witch", I have no doubit that these

_vessels or @¢hers like them successfully blockaded the
~‘river end prevented the passage of shipping to New Or-
‘leanss While this was going on, Ship Island was being

invested, By December 1861 Butler had a consicerable

. force of men there and the blockading squadron from

that time on until the time that New Orleans fell in
late April 1862 cleared the Gulf surrounding the mouth
of the Mississippi entirely so that no ocean going

vessels could get in. The only possible way for commun=-

ications to ha¥e been sent into the city would be by
small coastal boats which slipped through the blockade
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squadron net and came through the lakes at the back of
the city. "

."You state in the last page of your letter that you do

not consider the cover shown as figure 104 in ™The Gre
Mail" as a blockade run cover since "nobody wes blocﬁanq
Mexico to prevent mail from England and nobody was p
venting mail across the Rio GrandeM. As I recall this
letter wes sent by the announced route of Costa's Foreign

. Mail Service, The mail was sent by railroad to Morgan
‘City from thence to Texas into Mexico. Actually it would

never have come this way if the Federal Blockading

$quadron had not beenin.the Gulf, While the mail did not

go on a ship which sailed through the squadron (as did
the Wilmington mail for instance) it did nevertheless
outeflank the blockade and as such in my opinion this
COVET is entitled te rank as blockade run.

:I w@uld suggect that you would wait and try to accumu-

late more evidence before hazarding a guess in print about

.iyour covers If there was one cover there will probably

be mores I would search for it rather than rush into
print when actually so little is known about the cover.
You are at a disadvantage in being so far sway from the

-sceng of the action and unless you have a tremendous
‘-source ‘of information at your disposal 3umping to con=

clueions is a hazardouc thlng to do.

Yours very truly,

LVH/IH



THOMAS PARKS
556 720TH, BTREET

an
JACKBON HEIGH! G R Y

June 21; 1956,

Dear Mr.Ashbrook:
Thanks fbr<your'note.
4erew1th copy of my letter to Huber.

Bedause ‘of past expprlence I thought it
best not to mentlon your having been in touch with me.

I gave Harmer some unkind remarks but
have no desire to quarrel w;th Huber.

At the Brown sale you and the other experts
did not question the write-up of lot 2410t = The fact
‘that it was not withdrawn from sale, and was ok'd by the
various people whom I have mentioned, plus my own studies

~ of postmarks, lead me to belleve it is what: it was claimed

“to be.

- It would be course be hlelpful if another
of the number of covers which ran into New Orleans could be
located for comparison, and an article on mail into New Orleans
would be interesting.

Regards,

TH o4,



June 20. 19560
Dear Mr,Huber: '

Please accept my belated thanks for your thoﬁghtfulnou i.n sending me a copy of
your splendid booklet "Blockade Run Mail From New Orlesns", which reached me in
December 1954. s

My health was somewhat wrecked in the Army and I have been on the down grade for
some time, Unfortunately, my correspondence has been neglected.

I have been doing some resesarching on New Orleans postmarks which I think will
interest you and possibly lead to an article about blockade mail to New Orleans
to supplement yours from New Orleans.

Enclosed are photostats of 6 varieties of the small double circle postmark iden-
tified as 1lla on page 160 of your bbok "The Great Mail", 3 of them Confederate
and 3 oecupation markings.

You may recall that about six years , after I had read "The Great Mail®, I
sent you a photo of the"$1.50 plus 2= cover postmarked January 4, 1862, asking

about blockade-running ships and at the time you replied that yéu couldn't help u‘.‘\

Since then I have been shaking the bushes and compiled the folloﬁing "dossier® on
this cover.

I bought it about 1945 from E.N.Sampson, a dealer who is generally reputed to know
Confederate philately, as being a cover which ran the blockade into New Orleans.

On the back, and showing through in the photostat, a previous owner had written
in very heavy pencil:

“Addressed to A.H.Kernion Esq.New Orleans Canal Bank, New Orlesns. Mailed
from England. (I have an Ad:-ms Express cover from England through New York
from this same company and to this same company, also one through Charleston,
S.C.) Arrived in New Orleans Jan.4,1862, marked "Due $1.50" in blue pencil,

also "2" in blue, this for the ship captain. Probably face of larger envelope”.

On the back, in another hand, was written:
"Lot 2410, Harmer Rooke Sale of Steve Brown Collection, November 1939.%

At the time I supposed that the notation was by Steve Brown and meant that he
owned the othsr covers addressed to the Canal Bank. I have later found that
such covers were not in his auction.

I consulted MacBride at the time and found that he had made an extensive study
of New Orleans postmarks and had found that the small double circle was used
only by the ship mail section of the New Orleans Post 0ffice,on ship mail only,
during the Confederate period. The "2" for the ship's ecaptain appeared correct.
The "Due $1.50" is apparently the highest Confederate postage rate known.

I wrote to Gordon Harmer, of Harmer,Rooke, sending him a photostat and requesting
the courtesy of confirmation that this was the Lot 2410 in the Brown sale. '

. With an alleged rudeness which still amazes me, he gave me a brush off and assertedly

pretended that "he couldn't find it in his records.”

-



—vT— R

However, 1 didn't need to depend on him. Mac loaned me his copy of the Brown
sale catalogue and I obtained a letter from Antrim that he had bought this

cover at the Brown sale, having had Ezra Cole act as his agent and bid it in for
him. There is no mistake about this. Antrim has a phote which he had made
when he owned this cover and it ia identifal with this photo. :

The catalogue deseription mada: £ b e ;8

.

\7
Page 150, Lot 2410 -"Stampless cover, mailed from abroad to New Orlom. marked
"Due $1.50" and postmarked New Orleans, a very intoruting

blockade runner, coming into New Orleans during the war."

So far as expert opinion goes, Steve Brown, CGordon Harmer, Ezra Cole and Earl

Antrim were sufficiently satisfied with the above description to buy this cover.

Furthermore, all of the greats, including Ashbrook, presumably conceded the

aceuracy of the deseription in that they did not question it and secure its

withdmal from the sale. Inasmuch as they, and Sampson,did not question u:. it
is good enough for me.

With regard to the $1.50 rate, so far as I know this is unique. Mac furnished me
a photostat of a clipping from the "Picayune" dated February 4, 1862 which offers
an explanation. (I presume he obtained the 'stat from you?) It reads inppart:

“Information has been communicated to this Department that on letters deli-
vered from vessels which have run the blockade you have been charging
from seventyfive cents to one dollar postage. - "

The correct rate on ship mail delivered by non-contract vessel was 5¢ for the Post
Office and 2¢ for the ship's captain, but since Riddell was charging 75¢ for single
letters he no doubt charged double that for overweight letters. For the former

he used the well known "Steam 7" ggeémark but of course he had none for over a
dollar.

The postmark is absolutely correct. John Oxner has a cover with 5¢ green with
this exactly the same date and identically struck postmark, the same in all details.

That this is a postal charge and nothing else appears ohar because nothing else
like it is known, so far as I can find out.

On page 42 of "The Great Mail® Figure 26 shows a $1.50 Pate from New Orleans to
New Hampshire but it has nothing to do with this cover. Figure 26 was a U.8.P.0.
Bxpress Mail cover a qugrter of a century before 1862. The Confederate P.0. did
not operate any express mail in 1862, and when it did - the Trans-Mississippi
Express - the rate was in multiples of 40¢ with no 2¢ charge.

This could not have been an Adams or Southem Express because they always placed
their handstamp on mail they carried, never mitked a rate on it, and, as quoted
in the newspaper clipping referréd to:

"0n foreign letters, going out, the usual rates of postage for the distance
they are carried in our mails before going into private hands is chargeable,
and the same rates should be paid by any express or private company curry—
ing them,"

In other words, if an express company carried a letter, it paid the post office.
Furthermore, this was an incoming letter, obviously not earried by an express dompu\v.

There were three possible 2¢ rates - drop letter, advertised, and ship's captain
fee. This was obviously the ship's captain fee as it bears no advertised mark,

would not have a separate $1.50 rate for a d tte d bears the ship’
type of postmark. i Foss ooy g rams
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In Fox's auati.ona a while back there were some post-war express covers with high
rates but they showed them in "bits® as "2/" and "4/» , However, again, these have
nothing to do with this cover as it is dated 1862.

As to the number of 1ettera which roachnd New Orleans by running through the blockade,
there were enough to be mentioned in the complaint to the Confederate Post 0ffice
on account of overchafges by Riddell, as mentioned in the newspaper e¢lipping, and
so far as I can learn up here, the blockade didn't amount to much as of January 4,
1862, In the book "The Civil War“, by James Street, he quotes official sources
as saying that when the war started in 1861 the North had 3 ships to cover 3500
miles of Southern seacoast, and a year later it had only 120, including armed

 ferry boats. Whether ocean vessels went into New Orleans, or whether they unloaded
into small boats, I can'f find out up here, but maybe you have some data on the
subject in New Orleans.

On page 153 of "The Oreat Mail" Fig.lO4 is of an interesting cover which went to

New Orleans from England via Mexico and Brownsville, Texas. However, this is

not a "blockade-run cover® by any streteh of the imagination. lNobody was blockading
Mexico to pmnt. mail from hgland and nobody was pmonting mail across the

Rio Grande.

8o far as I cah “learn, sfior;néarh a dozen years of trying, no other cover has
the right identifications and has been recognized by experts as a cover run through
the blockade to New Orleans.

I have in mind publishing a summary of the above and asking whether collectors can
report one or more other covers with similar markings and possibly contents.

 Personally, I would like to see an article about blockade-run mail into lew Orleans
similar to yours about mall from New Orleans, but I do not have the background

~ material and illustrations, such as you had for your story. By any chance have
you been coll.oeting such? ~If so, you are welcome to anything I have or may dig
up. :

Would like to hear from you in this connection, at your convenience.

As ever,



July 2, 1956,

My, Thomas Pai'ks,
3556 - 79th Strm’
Jackson Heights, N,Y.

Dear Mr, Parks:
Please pardon this tardy acknowledgement of yours of the 2lst,

Thanks very much for copy of your letter to Leonard V, Huber, It
would have been perfectly okay had you mentioned to him that we have
been in correspondence concerning your cover, I read your letter to him
with much interest and perhaps a bit of an explanation may be in order
regarding one feature, I did attend the Brown Sale and apparently I was
present when this lot was sold., However, in my catalogue I made no
notation, only the sales price,

When I attend a sale and a questionable cover is offered I volunteer
no opinion unless same is requested and even then I doubt if I would ex=-
press one., Just because I was present at a sale and witnessed a fake sold
certainly does not mean that I thought the item was good or bads I may not
have even seen or examined the lots, I have no recollection of seeing your
cover before the Brown Sale, at the sale or after the sale, In facty I
have no recollection of ever seeing it before you sent it to me recently,

I do not think there is enough evidence to prove that the item was
actually "blocade runy," though I suppose it could be all that is claimed
for it, I only wish for your sake that additional evidence could be un-
earthed that would strengthen its claim as a blocade run into New Orleans,
I believe I, Huber can give you more assistance along this line than most
anyone else I can name,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



THOMAS PARKS
3556 7914 STREET
JACKSON HEIGHTS, N.Y.

July 9, 1956.

Dear Mr.Ashbrook:

Thanks for your letter. Apparently I have been misled
by what I have heard and seen.

When I used to examine auction lots I probably never

saw more than several dozen different auction set-ups
before they were held but I many times heard persons

who were 8xamining them challenge them to the auctlioneers
and the price lists of these and others came out with
"withdrawn" opposite lots which had been challenged.

If you say that challenging lots is not customery, I

will drop it as a reason for thinking the"$1.50 plus 2"
has that in its favor.

I have personally refused to buy lots at times,when asked
to, because I thought they were incdrrectly described, but
I did not chgllenge them because I have no status. I simply
reported to the out-of-town person that I didn't approve
them. Since Antrim says Cole bought thls one for him, I
guess 1t had Cole's approval.

Herewith another nonsensical reply from our "New Orleans
expert".

I'm sorry but the combination of all the nonsense he gave
you, plus his ignorming the photostats amd pther data I
sent him, plus his apparent anxiety that I not find out by
publication if other covers exist, lead me to think that
he doesn't want me to find out if this is m®x what it was
described as being.

I had a simlilar experience once before when I had a splendid
cover and was interestédx in writing it up.

I think it best that he not know that I communicated with you

about it. Thanks.
Sincerely,

Ther Fhr
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Dear Mr,Huber:

Thanks for your letter of June 27th. You ewvidently have a lot of
information about the New Orleans blockade, Apparently a latge part
of the few ships available at the beginning were concentrated there.

Accordirg to the "Picayune" plenty of foreign mail reached the New
Orleans post office, regardless, and enough to cause a complaint that
reached publication, ;

Obviously the mail boats did not go up the river full of Federal ships
but the mail did reach the New Orleans post office -- and my cover
has the obvious markings for such mail,

Why do you oppose my publieizing it? I have lost 12 years writing around.
The only way to find out anything is to reach more people - obviously by
publiecation, : ,

Re your postscript: M"Are you positive about the date - 18627"  -~-
didn't you read the material I sent you?

The postmark on the cover is very clearly 1262; I mentioned thatOxmer

has an identical strike on a m 5¢ greem; I submitted to you photostats
showing that this particular style of handstamp, with this width of inner
ring, was used only by the Confederate P.0. in late 1861 and early 1262,

I submitted photostats of early 1861 Confederate river mail and late 1862
Federal postmarks, proving they were different. This cover is postmarked
1862 and there 1is no possible doubt about it. Likewise, since the "Picayune"
says Riddell charged 75¢ for single letters there is no reason why ke would
not charge $1,50 for double letterz. And, only ship mail had an additional
2¢ charge (unless marked"advertisedm"),

I am satisfied with the opinions of Steve Brown, Harmer, Cole and Antrim
that the description in the Brown sale vatalogue issued by Harmer Rooke
is correct.

I am therefore going to publish a "Search For Bridey Murphy" style of item
about this and see what happens.

Regards,



July 16, 1956,

Mr, Thomas Parks,
3556 = 79th St.,
Jackeon Heights, N,Y.

Dear My, Parks:

I have yours of the 9th and I regret that I gave you the wrong ime
pression about challenging auction lots, What I meant to convey was that I do
not go around expressing opinions, I have attended many auctions and never took
the trouble to examine all the lots, Would it not be presumptious on my part to
stop in the midst of a sale and state that lot so and so was fraudulent? That
might be all right for some to do but not for me, I believe that I wrote you that
I send for lots that come up &t auction and return them without comment. Why
should I take it upon myself to inform the auction firm th 't this lot is bad and
that one is good? Would that not be presumptious on my part? It is not up to me
to police auction sales or any lots in sales, I charge for an opinion at the rate
of $5.00 and up per cover. Why should I dispense information free? Bear in mind
the beautiful little maiden who gave away a million dollars worth before she
realized she could &1l it for what it is worth, I have given away - free of cost -
lots of data that cost me dear to acquire - I am now trying to get something for
it, If Tom, Dick and Harry like to attend auction sales and challenge lots they
think are questionable that is their privilege but I do not choose to follow such a
practice,

Regarding your piece. You mentioned that it had Cole's approval, Now
I know Ezra quite well but in all frankness I would not place much value on his
opinion of your New Orleans piece and the same would apply to Antrim, This
disrespect to either one but with the convietion that neither one are competent to
pass on the item,

Regarding prg I wonder if you are not a bit hard regarding him? I
have known him for ten or m years and always found him to be a very careful
students In fact, all of my correspondence with him over the years have been most
satisfactory and pleasant, I think his booky, "The Great Mail" is a very fine piece
of works In addition, he has published some very worth while articles in the A.P,
and I bklieve in other philatelic publications, I do not believe he has condemned
your N,O, item nor denied that it could be a "Blocade" item, On the contrary I be-
lieve it is his opinion that it could be all you claim for it but sufficient evidence
is lacking at present, I believe that is very fair and sensible, I have not advised
Huber that I have been in correspondence with you and I will not,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



X \> :
£ { MRsS. HAROLD MAJOR PICKETT '
\ 3567 OLA STREET
JACKSONVILLE 5, FLORIDA

May 21, 1956
Dear Mr. Ashbrooks:

I received your letter in New York
with the original sent to my home. It was nice to
hear from you again, and believe me, many of us in
New York were thinking and talking about you.

I had a long talk with Mr. Malpass, and while
we were sitting in the C.S.A. lounge talking, who
should come in but Ben Reeves. He does not feel
too well, and in spite of his "“rest" periods each day,
says he 1s exhausted from any exertion at all.

While Mr. Malpass was talking to another man,
I brought the subject around to Scruggs and asked
Reeves what disposition had been made in S.P.A. of
your charges against Scruggs. Well, that started
ite I was afraid I might make Reeves feel worse,
or have another heart attack, as he really started
in.

He said that he had been a very good friend
of yours for years and years, and why else did I
think he had suffered a heart attack himself, when
Scruggs falsely claimed that you were in the hospital
in a eritical condition? BUT he then went on that
as far as he (Reeves) was concerned, the burden of
guilt was on you until you proved that you DID NOT
write the letter in which Reeves was called an
immigrant Pole. And so on and on. I got Malpass
into the discussion, but there is no reasoning with
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Reeves, He listens when he wants to, and disregards
the conversation when it suits his purpose to do so.

Mr, Malpass laid the burden in Reeves'lap as
to why the C.S.A. had not expelled Scruggs. Malpass
wanted to work with S.P.A. but after all the loud
wailing at first, pot one of the witnesses was w1111ng
to speak up and accuse “Scruggs.

Reeves said only one thing which made =ense.
He said the only way that Scruggs could be expelled
now was by a petition of the members. Of course,
the so-called big-shots want some one else to start
the petition in theiraname, and thereby absolve all
of them from any implication, but they would accept
the demands of the members, thus standing in good
grace with the members, and also getting rid of the
undesirable member.

I am sick to death of both S.P.A. and A.P.S.
I can see no reason for me belonging to either one.
All my old friends in S.P.A. were staying at the
Henry Hudson. I saw the Zinsmeisters, Al Diamond,
The Vinings, Steve Rich, and several others on Friday
before the Coliseum opened on Saturday, and yet they
never offered me a passto iet in to the show, so I
had to stand in line for 2% hours to get in Saturday.
And they knew I had had the serious cancer operation
in October. I finally had a chance to tell Al Diamond
that 1 thought it was very furny that none of them
could offer me a pass on opening day to save me the
long wait. Then, - he asked Marian Zinsmeister to
give me 5 pass which I declined. I showed him that
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I had already bought 10 tickets which would suffice
for the week. I don't care té be under any obligation
to them,

I did discuss with George the possibility of
Hubbell being in on the forged letter. I had told
George of that possibility in the very beginning,
and George Malpass had said that he didn't believe
it could be him. I said that I would not overlook
any possibility.

This I know. Hubbell was and is very bitter
about his defeat in the C.S.A. election. Crigler
is sulking like a spoiled child because he is not
running C.S.A. as in the past, as are several others
well known to you.

The peculiar thing is that each person who
reads the forged letter puts a different interpre-
tation to it. Vining thought the small time editor
was Zinsmeister. I think it is Harry Weiss. (And
don't overlook Weiss in your list of suspects.)
Reeves is sure the Pole is him. Of course the
reference to Vining is clear enough.

I sent all my material relevant to the Scruggs
affair to Vining to try to convénce him of my own
interpretation. When I saw him in New York he was
very cordial. I asked him why he had never answered
my letter enclosing all the material, and he said,
(very stupidly) "I didn't know you expected an answer."
I said, "I thought any letter deserves an acknowledge-

ment and subsequent answer."
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To go back to Hubbell. It is possible that
he could be linked in the forged letter. My first
reaction was that it could be the work of Scruggs,
Hubbell, and Weiss. Think that one over. Each is
named and defiled in the letter. Scruggs by name,
Hubbell as the Vest Pocket Dealer, Weiss as the
small time editor.

My constant prayer is that you will uncover
the one or ones who forged the letter, andthat the
ones (like Reeves) who say that you are guilty of
writing the letter until you prove that you did NOT,
will haveto eat their words.

I said in a letter I wrote to Hubbell after
he had sent me a Tallahassee Paid Confederate cover,-
something to the effect that what did he think of
the forged letter that had been sent out under your
name in which (Hubbell) was referred to. But he
did not answer that letter.

This is a long winded letter, but I am impelled
to just let my thoughts ramble on paper when I write
to you, much as + do when I wrote to Mr. Malpass., He
oftentimes gathers ideas from my ramblings. When we
talk, we ramble that way, and perhaps one of us will
give the other a clue that opens up a whole new idea.
So excuse my rambling. I really can write better.

I was asked by Mr. Malpass to ask as Secretary
for C.S.A. in the absence of Tom Crigler. I made
detailed reports of the C.S.A. business meeting, }he
wSouthern Supper", C.S.A. Awards, and even the Fipex
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awards which were won by C.S.A. members, I went up

to the Press Room at Fipex just as if I had every
right to do so, and got an advance copy of the news
rédease on the awards. I sent copies of these reports
to Malpass, Crigler, Wilkenson, and David Kent.

As an example of Crigler's sulkiness, he wrote
a letter dated four days after the one that David Kent
wrote me. Kent was so grateful for the report, and
called it "exceptional job you have done in reporting
the Fipex-C.S.A. meeting in New York." Crigler said,
"Your interesting report has been hastily read and it
sounds good. Know you had a good time at Fipex and
only wish I could have been along, but that was
impossible. I am up to my ears as it is, and can't
do what I am supposed to do."

That last line is very true. Crigler has not
been on the ball on a lot of things, and has made a
number of stupid errors.

This is certainly enough for this time. Hope
you are not completely worn out with this lengthy
letter, and I hope somewhere in my ramblings there
will be something of help to you.

I am enclosing a cover which I would like you
to look over and tell me if you think it is Confeder-
ate usage. I just recently bought ik op1n
is Confederate use. If you care:- € S oSlnlon,
please let me know what your charges will be.

Sincerely yours, ;E':,(izél;Qﬂéx;ZZf—
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June 7, 1956 .

Mrs, Harold Major Pickett,
3547 Ola Street,
Jacksonville 5, Fla.

My dear lMrs, Pickett:

I trust you will forgive my negligence in acknowledging receipt of your
letter of May 2lst with enclosure, I have literally been swamped with work
that demanded immediate attention,

The crooks over on the Continent are constantly improving their work and
much of it is extremely clever, I find an increasing amount of such material
is submitted to me for my opinion, and such examinatigns require lots of re=
search work, special photographs, etc,, etc, Fhus ti.%s slips by before I am
aware that a week or two has elapsed, : w

First regarding the cover that y@ enclosed and which I return herewith,
The marking on this is "Steamer = Geng:L, Guitman," This marking is unknown
before 1857 = The cover 1ls addressed to "l 11l Hay & Co, New O :1-
La," This firm succeeded Lo the old firm of Buchanan Carroll & Co. and
operated thereafter under that name,

This cover was a letter that was carried by the steamboat privately and
was not subject to postage if it related to the cargo carried by the boat,.
There is no evidence as to the year of use, hence no way that I know of to
prove it was a use during the life of the Confederacy. It could have been a
use in 1859 or 1860, Who can prove it was not? Of course there is no fee for
the above,

It was most kind of you to furnish me with such a full and interesting re-
port on Reeves = the S,P,A, = Fipex, etc, I want you t6 know that your letter
was read with much interest and was greatly appreciated,

Regarding Reeves, I had always considered that Ben was a friend of mine
though I must confess he is hardly the type I would care to have as a very inti-
mate friend, His mind must have been affected by his heart attack if he really
thinks I was the author of the forged let I cannot believe he actually
thinks anything of the kind, Such a noti ust have been put into his thick
head by Mr, Vining, The fact is I never knew he was an imigrant Pole, The fact
is I never took him seriously enough to care whether he was a Jew, a Pole,
Russian or what-not., I think he permits Vining to think for him and Ben is just
a figurshead as President of the S.P,A. If he was not - then he would not be
Presidwt.

ko

I have come to the conclusion that the forged letter was not the work of
Seruggs alone but rather the joint work of Seruggs and Hubbell, I feel convinced

that Hubbell was the one who selected the names to whom the thing was mailed,
There is no question in my mind but what Hubbell had his close friend Roland Noe
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mail the letters here at the Newport Post Office, Hubbell is a very close
friend to Seruggs and they got their heads together and concocted that
cowardly and daymable attack on-me in retaliation for my action against both
of them, I should have realized from the first that Hubbell was in on this
with Scruggs,.

I am convinced the "small time editor" had reference to Herry Weiss, I
realize that Welss might have had a hand in the affair but I am not convinced
that he did because I never gave him any cause to wish to do me a lowwdown.
trick,

I fear that the Post Office officials do not think the case is of sufficient
importance to make a thorcugh investigations I have an idea they made a casual
examination, got nowhere, and have lost interest, I do not know what I can do
to make them meke 2 more thorough investigation of the case unless I appeal
direct to the PM,G,

A lot of dirt was turned up in the past year but looking back I think one
fine thing was accomplished - We did get rid of Hubbell and we did prevent a
drunken scoundrel from obtaining office in two philatelic organizations, there-
fore, a real service was rendered decent philately, I had a lot of mud thrown
at me including the disgusting forged letter, I wonder if the result was worth
all the effort? I believe it was,

With every good wish = believe me,

Sincerely yoiirs,

PySe==Just an after thought., Surely by this time Seruggs knows that I think that
he wrote that forged letter. If he had any honor in his makeup he would have
written me and if innocent, he would have denied it 100%, No matter how much

he hated me, if he was innocent of this crime he would have denied it, and this
applies also to H¢bbell and his financial backer and ffiend, one Roland Noe of

Southgate, Ky,
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked. stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
taeh it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

W U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



May 22, 1956,

i Mr, Philip G, Rust,
; Route 5,
Thomasville, Ga,

Dear Phil:

% Here is & very fine off-cover copy of the

, 1¢ 1857 = Type 111 = 9972, Copies of this stamp
nicely perfed are most exceptional, The rrice

of this copy is $750,00 and I think it is a very
safe investment at that price,

With regards -

Cordially yours,

P ge 9 mq@

AN Y
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Dear Stan:

Try as I will,I can't
get enthusiastie over the perfled
items of this issue.

It was very nice of
to submit it,however,

: The Zepps were nic
It11 give them to the boys.l
imagine youtlve gotten the cheek
by nowe

Pardon the note. The
COW doetor is waiting for me nowl

e b
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PHIiLIP G. RusT
WINNSTEAD PLANTATION
THOMASVILLE, GEORGIA

CERTIMER-MAIL
N? 777521

PHILIP G. RUST
Route 5
THOMASVILLE, Georgia

MR. STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
33 N. FORT THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY
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* C. CORWITH WAGNER ., . el R

INSURANCE ocAGENCY ] e
BONDS
SUITE 1834 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING BURGLARY M A1 N
& HOLDUP 1= G410
SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE

May 22nd 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No, Fort Thomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

I come to seek your advice on the enclosed cover, which I obtained recently
from a dealer in Minneapolis., When I got it, it was a bit roughed up and the two side
flaps of the envelope were sealed with red wax to the bottom flap - which ordinarily
would be the top flap - as can be noted from the red stains showing thereon. In taking
the cover apart to press it out, and make some minor repairs to the upper right and the
upper and lower left corners, 1 was careful not to remove the sealing wax, But when I
finished the repairs and put the envelope in the press to dry out - -+ forgot that the waw
was soft - and when I took the cover out of the press two days later the wax was pressed
out very thin and was loose - so I took it off. I mention this so that you will understand
the condition of the cover when I acquired it.

You will note on the back of the envelope - right flap - there is an oval hand-
stamp that reads "Forwarded by Adam's & Co's EXPRESS J.M. Fernlan Agt  PANAMA" - you
will also note that with the top flap sealed down a portion of the Adams marking is covered
by the flap. In other words the oval had to be applied before the flap was sealed.

When I bought the cover I assumed that it was a California item because of the
STEAM SHIP and the "l4O" rate mark - I had not noticed the date in the memo on the address
face reading "Rec'd Mar Tth 1854". After noting the year date I realized that it could not be
from California as the LO¢ rate wag discontinued in June 1851. In the lower left corner
of the envelope is the notation "B® J. A, Parker" which I take to mean Barque J.A.Parker.
I believe that the markings on the address face are genuine - but 1 have never seen such a
marking of Adems Express as appears on the reverse side - so = if the Adams & Co's marking
is good - it must be a very scarce or even rare one. I azm not at all familiar with foreign
postage rates - as you well know. Can you justify this LO¢ rate from any point in South
- America - east or west coast - or from Africa or Austrailia 77? And have you andl record of
suchén Adam's & Co's Express marking ??7?7?? TYour opinion will be appreciated. A fee is in
order, so you will please enclose your bill when you return the cover. Return registry
postage is enclosed.

I enquired for you at FIPEX, but was told you would not be there. I hope your
health is good and that all goes well with you and yours, My kindest personal regards,

Since > 1‘:
Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputatcion - reémptitude and—Reliability
: agnere




May 24, 1956

Mr, C, Corwith L_gner,
1834 Boatmen's Bank Bldg,,
Saint Louis 2, Mo,

Dear Corwiths

It was nice to hear from you and I am plessedt to report that I am OK
and that I have no ailment except that of advanced ages Because I am not
as young as I was o few decades bagk I try to conserve my stpength and make
it a point to avoid excitement, arguments, late hours, red liguor and
espeeially wild women, 1 thought I would be much better off if I did not
attend the llew York Chow and from all reports I believe I was wise, I do
trust that you are in perfect health and that all goes well with you.

Now for the cover which I return hereviths Both markings "Steam=-Ship"
and "40" were applied at New York and the Adams marking indicates the letter
was pubt into the mail at Panama Cityes The charge of 4O¢ would be the U, S,
postage regardless of where the letter ¢ame from originally, If the date is
correct and I have reason to believe it is, a rate of 40¢ would apply to an
unpaid letter of between 13 and 2 ocunces with origin at Panama, In other
words, the rate was, "For any distance over 3,000 miles (by U. S. conveyance) -
10¢ single gg%}_d_, 20¢ double, 30¢ triple and 40¢ quadruple, The latter
meaning over 1l ounces but not over 2 ounces, See P,L.& R, - 1852 Edition,
page 20,

Re = the Adams marking. I am sure that I have seen this before and
possibly have a photograph of it but I have been unable to locate 2 pecord in
my files, I find it impossible to eross file a lot of data, hence when I
want something speeial I have trouble locating the data, I will make a photo-
front and back of your cover - and sénd them to Edgar Jessup, I am sure Edgar
has a record of the Adams marking, Some years ago, Komwiser or Larry Mason
published an article in Liniquist's "Stemp Sggcia.list" on various Forwarding
handstampse I am sure you have a file, and I think you will find the article
in one of the early issues,

Under no ¢ ircumstances would I think of charging you with a fee and
further, I want you to feel that whenever you have any item on which you
think I could help out a bit I want you to !mow that it is a pleasure to
render any assistance in my power. In the past you have been most generaum
in assisting me and I have always greatly appreciated your generous co-operation,
This I can assure you,

: I note that the Yeckel collection is coming up et auction, I sincerely
trust that the sale proves a great success, Whenever you see Mrs, Y, plezse
remember Mrs, A and me to her, Louis Yeckel was a grand character and it was
nice to have known him - mmch is the greatest thing in philately - the fine



#2, Mr, C, Corwith Wagner = May 24, 1956,

friends that we mekes
With every good wish -

. Cordially yours,

PeSe=1 note your remarks about the Adams marking %er the flap, I
suppose this handstamp was applied to 2 lot of envelopes at cne tive
and I hove wondered if such envelopes were actually a Franke In other
words, a fee was charged by Adams for mailing,
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Mamsfacturing Co., Inc.

SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET « NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

June 21st, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is a type 4 block. I plated this hurriedly last night as 36-37-38,
46-47-48R1L. I didn't have a chance to check it, but I believe it is correct.

However, I am not sending the block for this reason, but I believe there may
have been a little skull duggery.

Please look at the upper right ornament on position 37, It looks to me as if
part of the ornament has been painted in., What do you think?

Kindest regards,
Sincerely,

Dt
MORTIMER L, NEINKEN

MLN:HL
ENC,



Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N.Y.

Dear Mort:

Herewith the One Cent 1851 = Type IV block of six as per yours
of the 21st, The plate positions are correct, viz., 36, 37, 36RlL -
L6y 47, L8R1L, I do not know what to think of the « The question
seems to be, did these dots,; etc., originate there entionally or
unintentionally, To be more explicit, are these ink errors = offset
dots and lines or did somebody try his hand at a minor paint job,
Note the back and the mumber of "offset" ink dots, There are some on
the back of 37R under those in the upper right ornament, On the other
hand there seems to be very definite evidence that someone tried to
paint some of the weak lines of the design, not only on 37R at upper
right but on 38R at upper left,

I noted no evidence of any repair work but rather some monkey-
business by somecne who tried a little experimenting to sée if he could
improve the rather faint lines of a worn plate impression, Perhaps he
was not greatly impressed with his handiwork and did not extend it to
other stamps,

One thing is sure, in my opinion, this is not a plate variety -
not consistent,

With regards -
Cordially yours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

June 27, 1956.
Wednesday A.M.

Dear Stan,

This came in today from Ezra with a $50 ticket on it. I
dont think the price too high if the thing is 0.K.

I have written him if he would be offended if I sent it to
you. In the meanwhile I see no reasson why I should wait to get your
0.K. If he says-"No, I can sell it without anythin;z more than what
you see." I dont anticipate this but in case it does happen no one need
know I sent it to you. But of course I want your 0.K. on the back if it
is 0.K. I will then remit to you and to him.

If you think so note that this is a National on back.
Em still progresses slowly. No news yet this morning.

Sincerely,

Enclosed
EDC Cover #15L $50.00



June 29. 1956.

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th ives, South.

;_irmingham,
Dear Tk

I have not had the prices of the Fox Sale of
June (~7-8 as yet, I believe John has ceased to
send out & list of prices but prints lists in the
next catalogue of his sales, Is this your undere

standing?

By all mesns hold up on that 30¢ cover to
France until I can make a thorough examination of
it Offhand I will state this — If it is genuine
then it must have been overnaid. I will report as
soon as possible,

Regards.

Yours etc.,



June 30, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 = 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Herewith the "30¢" Bank Note cover as per yours
of the 27th, I regret to state that this cover is a
rank fake — This 30¢ stamp was not used originally
on this cover = this is not a mere opinion, but a
fact, You can, of course, quote me,

At firgt glance I knew the rate was incorrect
but thought it might be an overpay and wrote you at
once, however, there was no overpay. The part of the
San Frandisco postmark is a paint job and not a very
good one at that. e faker removed a 10¢ Bank Note
and substituted this"30¢ stamp,

We were pleased to learn that Em Jr, is still
coning along okay,

Regards.

Yours etc.,

P,Se==My Service is in the mail todagy. I would ap-
preciate comment on my remarks on the Kalamazoo cover,
Also do you think Henry paid too much for his 5¢ '56

. cover?



July 3, 1956,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave,, South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:
Yours of the lst received, Thanks for your check for £$5,00,

30¢ Bank Note fake, I feel sure I have seen this before tut did not have
time to look thru hundreds of photoss I don't have time any more to index the
latter. I am lucky if I can get time to sleep 2 bit.

Steve Brown cover Lot 539, I wonder why Hemry thought you had a photograph?
Strange? ‘hy didn't he ask me? As you lmow it went to Knapp at $530,00, I am
awfully glad you called my attention to this cover because I believe it has the
round "Le Havre" markings that I have been searching for, I am not sure I have a
duplicate print but I suggest you write Henry to request one fromme, I am sure
I sent one to him some years ago, Too bad you did not buy that cover when you had
a chances It ic the yery rare 20¢ rate direct to France before the Treaty. This
is an exceedingly rare rates, I note upon examination that the French p.ms has
"OUTER = MER" at the top - so it is different from the one on the Klep $8,800,00, °
In the Hnapp sale, the 20¢ rate cover was lot 2471 and it went to Kelleher at $500,
Em, you are a million times right belleve me, I would far prefer the Brown cover
to the Kleps In fact, the Brown is almost surely unique - Iwould be willing to
bet that there is not another 20¢ ratﬁ paid with the 5¢ 1856, At least I do not
recall one, I would not intimate to Henry but I believe those slickers on the
Continent pulled the old army game on Henry, I do not believe two different people
were willing to pay $8,800,00 for that cover, IfHenry can get out even he should
do so by all means, You must remember Henry's cover cost him 15% above $7,600,00,

Again re - the 30¢ Bank Note cover, Have you forgotten Waterhouse Lot 6647

Both covers were probably made by the same crook, W - liote
Waterhouse Lot #647. Sale price 17 pounds; or £47.60, o bought it? Looks like

sonmeone wanted to get out even?
Regards,

Yours etc.,

PySe==I have no memo that I saw this cover before the sale,

PePeSem=Again re - the Brown cover. It is illustrated on page 128 of the Brookman
book, Vol. #l, This from a photo rrint I geve Les, His deseription is in error - .
this was not a 4 x 5¢ shore to ship but rather the rate 20¢ direct to Havre as per
Vol, 2 of my One Cent bolik -"foreign rates of postage.,"



ESTABLISHED 1928

TRADE MARK REG.

STUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI

June 29, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Post Office Box 31
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Re: The American Home I am glad you enjoyed the article
which illustrates Kansas City homes. I hope some time you
and Mrs. Ashbrook will have the opportunity to enjoy our
terrace. Virginia and I avoid publicity, but permitted The
American Home to take the photographs at the request of our
architect. The only way architects have of advertising is
through favorable publicity such as this which they received.
Dave Mackie is not only a friend but did an excellent job
for us when we built several years ago, so we were glad to
consent to his request. Virginia is wearing the pink dress.
Phil Rahm is wearing the dark suit and his wife, the white
dress. My elder son regularly dates one of their twin
daughters. So far, their romance has gone smoothly enough
so that we are still friends.

Re: Kalamazoo Cover: I concur in your friend's suggestion
that the dispute over the Kalamazoo Cover be dropped. I
wrote the New York secretary of state, and he replied that
it seemed to be a matter to be settled between the parties
and refused to give an opinion on thezzs;g??*-Ralph Jones,
my attorney, said the facts were interesting enough to be
asked as a question on a bar examination.

Re: Enclosures ; Enclosed find five covers which I re-
ceived at Pat Herst's sale. As you can see, the prices are
rather reasonable. 1847 covers with locals interest me,
and unfortunately, the locals are seldom tied. One cover
with the G. A. Mills was formerly in the West collection,
and I believe is okay. If you feel justified in opinion-
izing any of them, I would appreciate it.

Re: Five-cent Boston Cover ' This is apparently an 1847
cover used from England. Unfortunately, the stamp is
not tied, but it does bear the black Boston grid used
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July 1, 1956.

1‘&'- wc Ce BOggB’
% The Philatelic Fautﬂatlon,
- .22 East 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y,

Dear /in:

I feel sure that I hove seen other covers from
this correspondence but do not seem to be able to
put my hands on any rhotos.

In my opinion, this cover is a fake, The use,
. in my opinion, was May 5, 1870 and a 10¢ stamp was re-
noved and this 30¢ substi‘but.ed. ;

- I am pleased to report t.hat I am okay but working
much toe hard, I trust that your health is good and that
you have a pleasant vacation on the Cape.

“L Wish regards -

| Sincere,lyf yours,

(40-38)
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July 15, 1956,

Mr, Win S, Boggs,
% The Philatelie Foundation,
22 East 35th Sto)
Hew York 16, N.Y.

Dear Win:

I iave yours of the 9th and note you
believe the cover is gemuine, I hope the PoF.
does not issue a certificate to that effect. I
can show you a cover (photo) with a 10¢ 1861 to
Cuatemala with a "A4" so don't count on this as
indicating a 30¢ U, S, rate.

With regards =

Sincerely yours,



Aug, 20, 1956,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ezra:

In June Boggs sent me a 30¢ 1869
cover to Guatemala -~ I informed him that it was
a_ra.nkfakc._

The P.,F, went ahead and issued a
certificate stating it is genuine, I understand
it is coming up in a sale by Herman Herst, He
don't send me his catalogues, Can you obtain one
for me?

Regards,

Yom ete, 3



Aug. 20, 1956 ®

Mr, Lawrence L, Shenfield,
: 40 Highland Circle,
Bronxville 8, N,Y.

Dear Larry:

Thanks for yours of the 17th with further comment on the Franklin,
I made a color slide of the item and it shows up the red postmark to excellent
advantage, I will send it to you if you would like to see it.

' Mention of the P,F, reminds me - the following is confidential
: @im to Boggs). Several months ago he sent me a cover (or a photo of it?)
; a 30¢ 1869 to Guatemala, I informed him it was a fake (and it is), I undere
stand it is coming up in a Herst sale with a P,F, certificate, Larry this is
bad business - no matter on which side of the fence is the viewpoint. Some
immocent buyer will get stuck and the P,F, will be responsible for the loss, They

should refuse an opinion in cases where they are not absolutely sure. How can
you disagree with me on such a point? Boggs wrote me he disagreed with me and was

the cover was genuine, Boggs VS Ashbrook. The P,F, took his opinion instead
of mine, I could swear a blue streek a mile long but what good would it do.

I am enclosing a letter and clipping and photo from George Linn, all
of which please return, I will be glad to convey to Ceorge any comment you wish
to make.

With every good wish =
Cordially yours,

PeSem=l might add = I wouldn't trust Herman Herst, Jr, as far as I could toss a
bull by the tail,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

dygust 22nd, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

The Philatelic Foundation is up to their old tricks. I
don't suppose they willl ever learn.

Thanks for tipping me off about that cover for someone
.18 sure to write me about it. Isn't this a cover we have seen
somewhere before? I have a faint recollection of it.

I get Herman Herst'!s catalogues but do not have any on
hand now so I would assume that this will be offered in some
sale early this Fall., Just as soon as I find out about thils
or get a catalogue I will write you and will get a catalogue
from him for you somehow,

Sincerely,

. Fzra D.fc6io.

P.S.) I see by the August 25th ;;6%5 of "Stamps" that Herman
Herst is to have an auction sale “eptember 28th at the Hotel
Sinton, Cinminnatli, Ohio. If thls is so you sure can write
him for a catalogue and maybe see what happens right there or
have someone on the floor.




LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD

Advertising & Merchandising 40 Highland Circle, Bronxville 8, N.Y.
Consultant DEerfield 7-4206

August 28, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Answering yours of the 20th. Thanks, but do not trouble to
send me slide of the Franklin. It is in the Luff Reference Collection
now and if we ever turn up another fake Phila. P.0. like it, I'll let
you know.

I return the Linn correspondence. I know nothing of Scrugg's
gift to Boys! Town. He did buy the block of the 2¢ Uniontown at Auction -
he is of Catholic faith - he may be trying to reform -- so perhaps he did
gift some stamps to Boys' Town. Do not believe he would dare to foist
fakes in a gift of thie kind.

Now to the 2nd paragraph of your letter. I feel that I cannot
let it go unanswered - and I will try to answer it carefully and without
rancor. I trust you will read it on the facts. The real reason why I
am answering it personally is that I deplore the differences of opinion
which arise simply because the basis or facts or beliefs upon which an
opinion is stated are not disclosed. It is not enough to say "that is
good or bad". To provide the other fellow immediately with the facts
or suspicions you hold is the way to progress, education and often agree-
ment.

Now to these 30¢ 1869 covers to GUATEMALA. There are two from
the same correspondence —— (1) a 30¢ single (you have photo); (2) a 30¢ +
10¢ 1869. Both are only part covers, really fronts, of stout, backed
paper evidently enclosing more than the usual letter. In one, we read
that papers and currency are enclosed. Both fronts bear the same N.Y.
cancel of MAY -- and the 4 (resles) mark of Guatemala. It would certain-
ly appear that these letters carried more than 1/2 oz. or 1/4 oz.

Before 1862, Guatemala did not have a postal treaty with the
U.S. In 1862 prepayment became obligatory at 10¢ per 1/2 oz. or fraction —
to Central America states. So the 30¢ + 10¢ cover is in line with the
rates, if it ran over 1-1/2 oz. and as stated the cover gives all indica-
tions of heavy carriage.



LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD

e

So even though without year date these covers agree with postal
regulations. The cork rosette killers which tie all these stamps were
examined meticulously -~ no evidence of painting or retouching was seen.
Under the lamp there was no evidence of stamps or stamp removed, and no
evidence of pen cancel removed from the covers. 30¢ stamps are well
known used from New York.

Now, Stan, in your letter to Limn you say in effect —— (1) you
think you have seen other letters from this correspondence (2) in your
opinion a bank note stamp has been removed and the 30¢ substituted.
This letter I read some time ago. Let me follow your hypothesdis (2):

(A) If a bank note stamp were removed it would have been a
30¢ value (if our reading of over-weight is correct); would have been
originally either (a) not tied (or pen cancelled - not likely); (b) tied
but cancel on cover removed; (c) tied with cancel on cover left to tie
vp with substituted 30¢, with painted matching.

(B) Consider (a) — then the cancel on the cover tying the
30¢ is painted to match. There is no evidence of this.

: Consider (b) -—- no evidence of cancel on cover removed -
and again no evidence on 30¢ same as (a) above.

Congider (¢) -- no evidence of painted matching to 30¢

(If an unused 30¢ were used the whole cancel would be faked to tie -
no evidence of this).

I say no evidence of painting or matching based upon the tell-
tale appearance of such frauds, of which we have dozens of well-done
examples. (I rule out also a strip of 10¢ 1871-79 - since surely such a
strip removed would leave scattered ties to be seen.)

() Now, Stan, which of the methods above do you believe was
used to make these covers? You must have a conviction because you have:
such a strong opinion. I have given you our data for opinion. Give us
yours specifically.

* * ¥*

As stated, the only way for minds to meet is for minds to state
facts and specific reasons. These matters are not "Boggs ve. Ashbrook"
as you write. They rest upon collaboration of opinions and facts given.
Let me have yours.

It was not necessary to show Boggs your letter -- your last one
which I know of, stated your position. And don't "swear a blue streak"
when you have read this letter. For Heaven's sake, Sten, let's collaborate
for the good of the hobby we both love.

Best to you,

E.



LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD
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Sept. 25, 19560

Mr, Lawrence L, Shenfield,
40 Highland Circle,
Bromxville 8, N,Y,

Dear Larry:
I have yours of the 2&st,

Yes, I noted your form lstter very carefully, each point that you
madey etc,y and I have this letter for future reference,

I am making an investigation of the "due markings" on mail to
Guatemala and later I will be in a better position to express an opinion,

I enclose a print which please return, Here is a 10¢ rate with a "4,"
It seems strange that a 40¢ rate would have a "L," Boggs did not ask ny
opinion and I should not have expressed one, He sent me a photo, thinking I
would like to have a record of a cover to CGHiatemala with a 30¢ 1869 for my
files, His intent was to do me a fayor. I suppose I expressed an opinion as a
warning for the Comuittee not to authenticate the cover because it was my con=-
viction that the cover was a fake,

Larry, for years and years I have studied faked covers turned out by
Zareski and the other artists over on the Conmtinent and I have employed photo-
graph to record features of their work, Believe me when I tell you that they
are % they strive for perfection, Do you mean to tell me that amat
conmpris the P,F, Committee are well enough informed to cope with such wg?
At times their faking is so damn clever I don't know whether some are good or
bad, Is there anyone on that Committee who has spent as much time as I have
in trying to become as efficient as possible? That Committee covers the Fg -
I cover a very small field in comparison = just 19th Century U,S. and Confeds
but not the P,M,P, I have little knowledge of the latter,

Think it OVET
Reg&!‘dﬂo

Yours ete,,



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
June 29, 1956
Page two

for canceling foreign mail. The letter is dated Liverpool,
June T, and Boston, June 21, allowing fourteen days for
the crossing. The letter is also headed per Niagra, which
indicates that the letter came via this ship. The back
stamp interests me, and my guess is that the letter was
enclosed in another letter and forwarded William Baily
Lang's applying the stamp. Of course, it:could be that the
stamp was placed on the cover in England and then dispatched
by Lang when he received it at Boston. Unfortunately, the

stamp is on the lower left hand corner, which arouses our
suspicion as to its genuinness. I hope you think it is
okay, and can so state.

?

Since 4

’ /

C. C..Hart

CCH:nc



July 1, 1956

Mr, C. C, Hart, '
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Herewith I am returning three of the five 1847 covers, viz:
1) GeAJWells

2) Boyds

3) UgSMail

I have signed each one of these ag genuine.

I am holding the other two for further examination and will report
la‘ter.

Re = the cover from Liverpool, If the stamp was actually used on this
cover then the chances are it was applied by Lang in Boston. This letter

was sent under seperate cover = (privately carried?) to Lang - this to save
postage - what I call a bootle
but,

over, Lang put the stamp on and mailed it =
this could have been a stampless, postage raid, It is true that Boston
used & black grid in 1850 and 1851, and a fixer could have heen aware of this,
More later,
With best wishes -

Cordially yours,

(40-35)



Mr. Elliott Perxy F]
Py Oy Bax 333 s
Westfield, N.J,

Elliott:

Here are two covers that belong to a mutual friend of ours, While he did
not reéquest same I believe he would like to have your opinion as well as mine,
If you believe these covers are gemuine will you please sign either one or

both on the back, Advise me of yofir fee and I will remit by return mail = Here
are some remarks:

Messenkopes local, Is this stamp genuine? Do you believe it was used
originally on this cover? Is the 5¢ ',7 canceled with a round grid and also
with an encircled "5" rate stamp or in youwr opinion, what is this cancelation?
Is there any doubt in your mind that this 5¢ 'A7 was used on this cover?

on a cover from Liverpool. Do you believe the 5¢ was actually used
on this cover" Impression and color of stamp $s okay for June 1851 - also a use
of a black grid, Chances are the stamp was not put on at Liverpool and if put
on at Boston by Lang why is it in left bottom corner? To all appearances the
stamp was added after the Boston postmark and PAID was applied, The postmark
shows the rate and the PAID shows the rate was paid, so this could have been a
stampless to which somebody applied a 5¢ 47 with a black grid, aware of the
fact that Boston used a black grid in 1850 and 1851, What is your opinion? If
you think the cover is perfectly good, will you sign it on the back?

Return envelope herewith.

Yours etc,,



July 27, 1956.

l’h’. C.‘ c- Hart’
Suite 1020, 922 Walmut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mos

Dear lMr, Hart:

I apologize for holding these two covers so long but the fault was
not mine, I sent the two covers down to Elliott Pm'y and they were not returned
until this morning, I am sending Perry a check for $10,00, as a fee for his’
examination and passing the charge to you and I am not charging you anything,

I quote from Perry's letter dated July 24th as follows?

"The two 5¢ 1847 covers you submitted are enclosed, I don't like
either of them well enough to sign my name as an expression of a favorable
opinion, aithough I might spend a lot of time without finding satisfactory proof
that either of them did not go thru the mail as they now appears

In my opinion the gover with the Messenkope is more likely to be
authenties, 4 round grid in reéd was used on 5¢ 1847s in New York around the date
of the letter and the Union Scuare P40, stamps were being used, The Messenkope
is gdmuine, A photo might show if the larger red marking includes a "5" and it is
conceivable that a clerk used thet handstamp first andthen cancelled the stamp with
a round grid, I question whether such covers should be priced as a rare combina-
tion, because a buyer may pay real money for a ¥alue that is problematical, I
would rate such eombinations at the value of the stamps separately, flus the value
of the cover itself, if it has value, Then a buyer will get what he pays for,

I am less favorably inclined toward the Boston to Smringfield cover, I
would not hanker for the job of proving it wrong, yet it would not satisfy me. I
agree with your opinion that the stamp was not needed for the postaoge. I mispect
the "need" was philatelic a long time later rather than postal in June 1851,

If the service is worth anything to the owner he can pay whatever it
may be worth to him, but I prefer to ask no fee for an opinion which can satisfy
neither the owner nor myself,"

Regarding the above, The lMessenkope -~ I agree with Perry that this
cover may be gemuine but I ecertainly would not be willing to sign it as such,
because there is little to prove that it is, I felt that way but I am no authority
on Locals, whereas Elliott is,

Re = the Boston. This could have been a stampless to which someone ate
tached the 5¢ stamp. No competent student could sign this as genuine without some
positive proof, Here is a letter brought in privately, and mailed, Because of the
black trid I think it could be that the stamp was probahly used as we see it, I
am not quite as dubious as Elliott,

We are leaving for a short vacation tomorrow, Saturday the 28th and will
be away until about August 7th or 8th, #11 mail wé&ll be held at the P,0, until our

réturn,
With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



b
A
|

|

\ ,,,...-»-,m—m—r-""‘"" 3

July 24, 1956 |,

—— s m s Y BRIz

~~  The two 5¢ 1847 covers yOu submitted are enclosed. T don't

" like either of them well enough to sign my neme as an expression of
a favoorable opinion, altho I might spend a lot of time without find-
ing satisfactory proof that either of them did not go thru the mail
as they now appear.

In my opinion the cover with the Messenkope is more likely to be
authentic. A round grid in red was used on 5¢ 1847s in New York
around the date of the letter and the Union Square P.0. stamps were
being used. The Messenkope is genuine. A photo might show if the
larger red marking includes a "5" and it is conceivable that a clerk
used that handstamp first and then cancelled the stamp with a round
grid. I question whether such covers should be priced as a rare com-
bination, because a buyer masy pay re2l money for & value that is pro-
blematical . I would rate such combinations at the value of the stamps
separately, plus the value of the cover itself, if it has value. Then
a buyer will get what he pays for.

I am less favorably inclined toward the Boston to Springfield cover.
I would not hanker for the job of proving it wrong, yet it would not
satisfy me. I agree with your opinion that the stamp wes not needed
for the postage. I suspect the "need" was philatelic a long time later
rather then postal in June 1851.

i

If the service is worth anything to the owner he can pay whatever it |

may be worth to him, but I prefer to ask no fee for an opinion rhich /

can satisfy neither the owner nor myself.

R At smpes

The other five covers submitted recently are also enclosed. The
New York stampless is makked 1.25 on the face and 8.50 on the back,
It is worth $1.25 to me.

My cover with single 5¢ 1857-60 (Type II) came to light yesterday.
It is tied on a letter written in New York and the tie is a New York
postmark. The letter is from a well known correspondence, to Phila-
delphia, and I believe the stamp prepaid 3¢ postage and no more. As
for the 5¢ on buff envelope Newark to Chester, N.J. , May 30, 1862,
the pen marks on the stamp may not prove anything, but they seem to
agree better with a thought that someone used a cancelled 5¢ stamp to
paey Z¢ postage than that the 5¢ stamp was for a WAY fee into Newark,
plus postage to Chester. Isn't May 30, 1862 rather early for this
particular brown color? '

As 9



duly 2, 1956

Box 333,
Westfield, N, J.

Thanks very much for yours of the 24th
with return of the two 5¢ 1847 covers and also the
five Stark covers and the photo print.

Ee - the Stark coversy I did not send
these down to sell but rather for you to see, How=
ever, if you wish the New York stampless #157¢ @
$8,25 you are welcome to it.

For your examination of the two 5¢ 18,7
covers I am charging my friend & fee of 5,00 each
80 here is my check for $8,75 in settlement, I have
carefully noted your coments on the two covers and
I am certainly in agreement,.

Ve are in a rush to get away.
Yours ete.,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

July 3, 1956.

Mr. Sptanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I have just recieved these lots from the Stolow sale of last
Wednesday the 27th. I only got four of them which are enclosed for your
signing if they are 0.K.

An accompanying letter from Ez states that he is going to
mail me a priced catalog which I am to forward to you and which I will do.

They are:
Lot 131- 1¢ 1851 tied by Express mail $35.00
" 135~ 1¢ 1851 strip four & 10¢ 1855 pair $175.00
" 160- 21,¢1860 & 1¢ 1857 on front 0.M. $100,00
" 267- 5¢ 1862 strip of three RED-BROWN $120,00 (Be sure to so note)
Please sign,if 0.K., all four. $L30.00

Of course I missed on several more but I note the a@bove cost Harry Stolow
at the Balasse sale $405.00, so he did not get rich nor did JD off of me.
But I wanted lot 47 very much and bid $90.00 on it. I thought this high
for a manuscript cancelled copy. It brought $200.00.

Well, the other day I bought in a sale of Siegel's the enclosed
Hudson Riv Mail cover for $31.00. I wanted it to go with my regular cover
which you saw., Do you see any way of establishing the fact that this stamp
originated on this cover so that you would feel free to so sign it? Is
there any way of comparing ink? I suppose not for the P.M. ink would be
different from the address ink. If it had just been tied this cover is
more desirable than the Stolow one. Does the red "5" show that the stamp
does not belong there? I dont intend to try to send the cover back so you
can feel free to tell me what you think.

Realizing tomorrow is a holiday I am sending this via special.
I dont do much business with Stolow so when you decide on the approval of
his four items (The Hudson Riv cover is in no hmrry) will you send me a
collect wire so I can remit. Then you can send them back af your convenience.

To return anything to Stolow is a new experience since Cole
does not go there, does not like them, etc. and I dont want to be dilatory
about any returns. I have seen these, had them sent down for examination,
etc.

Ap at this very moment awaiting the arrival of the ambulance

with Em, Jr. Dorsey is accompanying him.

Sincerel
L,,é/b) .... .....

Registration Value.

l; Covers Stolow $L51.50

TR Siegel 32,50
FLBL.00



AT

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 0. BOX 31
83 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Re - a piece with U, S. 24¢ 1860 plus 1¢ 1857 Type V

tied in black by the New York Ocean Mail postmark

(to California) of Jan., 1 (1861)., Addressed to

PORTO with double circle postmark of "PORTO 21 JANR 1861" -
Also red "LONDON JA-14-61-PAID,"

Re - the Ocean Mail postmark, this was a strike of the
tri-monthly sailing to Panama of the lst, 11lth and 2lst.

On this piece it was surely struck thru error as this

piece of mail was surely addressed to Portugal and to the
City of PORTO or OPORTO, Portugal's second largest city.
This was surely a rate "by British Mail Via England," the
rate being 29¢ per 1/4 oz. and 37¢ per 1/2 oz. This was
originally a rate of the latter, viz., 37¢ and evidently a
12¢ 1857 stamp is missing., This communication evidently
was sent from New York on Tuesday, Jan., 1, 1861, to Boston
and was forwarded from there on a Cunard shil sailing for
Liverpool on Wednesday, Jan, 2nd, 1861, Of the 37¢ in
postage that was paid, the U, S. share was the 5¢ Internal and
the British share was 32¢., The manuscript "32" in red at
left was this credit., On face is a black handstamped "160,"
which was the Portugal postage due of "160 Reis" - As a
"Reis" was 1/10 of a U. S, cent, this was approximately 16¢
or 8 pence,

All markings on this piece are genuine in all respects.

July L, 1956

(From the Klep Sale by Balassee - Brussels
March 27, 1956 - Lot 778),
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Re - a piece with U, S, 24¢ 1860 plus 1¢ 1857 Type V
tied in black by the New York Ocean Mail postmark
(to California) of Jan. 1 (1861), Addressed to
PORTO with double eircle posfmark of "PORTO 21 JANR
18617 - Also red "LONDON JA=1/=61-~PAID,"

Re - the Ocean Mail postmark, this was a strike of
the tri-monthly sailing to Panama of the lst, 1llth
and 2lst, On this piece it was surely struck thru
error as this piece of mail was surely addressed to
Portugal and to the City of PORTO or OPORTO,
Portugal!s second largest city. This was surely a
rate "by British Mail Via England," the rate being
29¢ per 1/l oz, and 37¢ per 1/2 oz, This was

- originally a rate of the latter, viz., 37¢ and

evidently a 12¢ 1857 stemp is missing. This communi-
cation evidently was sent from New York on Tuesday,
Jan, 1, 1861, to Boston and was forwarded from there
on a Cunard ship sailing for Liverpool on Wednesday,
Jan. 2m’ 1861. of the 37¢ i!l pOB‘bagO that was paid,
the U, S, share was the 5¢ Internal and the British
share was 32¢, The manuseript "32" in red at left
was this credit, On face is a black handstamped
"160," which was the Portugal postage due of "160
Reis" - As a "Reis" was 1/10 of a U. S, cent, this
was approximately 16¢ or € pence.

All markings on this piece are genuine in all
respects. A

July 4, 1956
(From the Klep Sale by Balasse - Brussels -
March 27, 1956 - Lot 778).



July ’: 1956

My, Fmmerson C. Krig,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Ems:

Herewith the four Stolow covers and the Siegel cover as per yocurs of the
3rd, You will note that I gave special attention to theiEKlep - Stolow
Lot #160, A very interesting piece and one that I certainly will use in an
issue of my "Special Service." This letter got into the "slot" for mail for
Cglifornia and as a result got hit with the postmark used for mail bound for
Panama by the Ocean Mail, I am surprised that Edgar did not go after this
strong.) When he sees a photo he will be quite sore that he missed it (just my
opinion),

I wired you this afternoon that all the Stolow lots are genuine, I suppose
as Ezra claims this Stolow ecrowd are a crooked outfit but as long as they have
things in théir sales you can use, one would be foolish not to try and buy, It
has been my experience that they don't give a buyer a break - every time I have
been able to buy anything in their sales I get it at my bid, Seo it is much
better to bid thru an agents In other woids, if you would send them a %d of
$100 on a lot you would not get it at $99,00. Not a chance,

Re = the Siegel cover, There is no evidence that I can detect that this
stamp originated on this cover, in fact, it looks like it was put on after the
mail clerk rated and postmarked the letter, It is my opinion that this was a
stampless sent unpaid and the route agent rated it as "5" due -~ Had this stamp
been used on this cover I do not believe the clerk would have pencanceled the
stamp as they had canceling devices, Another bad point is that all evidence of
year use has been removed, so this might have been a use before the 18,7 stamps
or even after, Had this been after July 1, 1851, the unpaid rate would have
been 5¢ (due). I believe there is more circumstantial evidence that the stamp
was not used on this cover thamn any evidence that it was, However, there is no actual
proof and fof that reason I doubt if it would be fair to return it, My opinion is -
this = I don't think Siegel or any other dealer should have offered this as genuine,

I have photos of four other covers with stamps pencancelm:all of which I
think were originally stampless sent collect, I enclose a poor print of a stampless
of May 1847, This "5" seems to have been used before the 18,7 stamps, »

Lot 47 in the Stolow sale was surely 73 in the Klep sale, In the Klep
it sold at 3200 frames with 15% added, egualed $112,00, Too bad it was not il-
lustrated in either sale, Did you see it beflore the sale? I did not, The chances
are I have a photo of it in my files,.

Again re = Stolow = bear in mind they guarantee all items in the sales or
money back, They have respect for my opinions and I am sure(?) that they would
refund if I condemned an item, They will even give you a signed guarantee on any
item you purchase if you ask for such,

I note you were awaiting the arrival of Emmerson, We hope he made the trip OK,
Regards., Yours etc.,



i &S Stanley B. Ashbrook
€.5.A. “@§4 33 North Fort Tomas Ave

Richmond Fort Tomas , Kentucky



MU./3805

RICHARD L. TRAUT
4541 HAMILTON AVENUE

7=-2=56
CINCINNATI 23, OHIO

Dear Mr, Ashbrook
Enclosed you will find a copy of a Confederate New Orleans postage stamp
brown red in color
Could you tell me if this stamp is Good or if it is a fake, Would you
sign this stamp if it is Goods Send me any bill.
Also list what it may be worthe
Yours truly,

Cole Richard L. Traut




June 27, 1956,

My, Emmerson C,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Your registered of yesterday came on the first mail this n&ﬁng. We were
glad to learn of Em's continued improvement and will be interested to learn
how the Xeray shots twn out, No mention of the baby so we assume the news is
good, You never did tell us how this accident oeccurred so when you get a bit
of time give us the details,

Re = the Mueller article, I thought it was excellent and am in agreement
that he is a brilliant student, I doubt if he has his equal in his field in this
country and that includes that redhead effeminate 5,0,B, who brags that he is the
peer of all, I know that Ezra has great respect for Mieller's knowledges Too
bad that he is not a profound student of 19th U, S,

Re - the "S‘L.U." COVEY . I doubt if "PQF." re&lJ-y wvants to buy it. Iam
expecting & phone call from him and if he wants me to try and get it for him I
will suggest that it be done thyu you, Thanks for the offer to help out and
everything will be confidential, What I would like to know is who offered it to
him, '

- I will offer the single to H,L, It was in the Stark folders but you probably
did not notice it had the "S,L.l." cancd ation, It was not marked as such, I have
no Stark off-cover material that is not Included with the covers,

I note you have a lot of tide in for the Stolow sale today. I never heard of
a Lomar Hell and didn't know Ez had a helper. Someday Ez should introduce his
left~hand to his right,

I return the Paige slip cover, Fine, I suggest yoti order 500 and I will
be glad to take half, They are the same size and geem better than the Ful,VU,

" I set Molesworth right about Mrs K, of By so I feel sure you will hear from
him,

Re = the five covers that you enclosed =

Cover 25 B, I will send this down to Chase = tell him it belongs to you and
that you want an opinion 6n it and expect to pay for same, If it is anything out
of the ordinary to sign it on the back as such,

@'ﬂ Noy 11, Em, you did send this "Chicago Perf" cover to me but offhand I
£ , what I wrote you about it, I am sending it down to Doc with the above, I -
don't like it and that may be the reason Idid not sigh it when you semt it before,
Much depends on the + We will see what Doc says, It would be an easy matter
for a "fixer" to locate a cover of this particular period and punch some holes in
the stamp (after removal),



#2. lr, Emmerson C, Krug -~ June 27, 1956,

G vill cov This is good as gold. Thanks for the look,
This originated elsewhere on t.ho river = (down stream) and was brought to '
Gy by this stesmboat and entered the U,S. Mail, Quite a nice Tombigbnwer.
Seruggs never made this kind of material (1 hopo).

Cover 60 = 24¢ 1661 Red Viflet, Thanks for the look. I made a coler
slide of the golor for reference,

Cover 60A, Also thanks for the look, Signed in 1942, That don't seem
so long ago but it was, Quite a lot of water has gone over the dam since that
far off days, I was pleased to meke a color record, No color work in those
days for me,

: Yours of Monday did not arrive umtil after your letter of yésterday though
it was marked "Alr Mail" Seems like it is a "hit and miss" game,

We do hope that no trouble will develop over Emmerson's eyes, The Doctor
in charge should know the sygptons and if he feels confident that no damage will
result I would hold that thought and none else,

I note you received a Fipex silver medal, UWell, you deserve all they give
you because you gave a lot of time and did your best.

Barbara Mueller is the person to whom I sold a cover (Lookout Mountain) for
you, She is something unusual, viz., a phi].atolu student, She specializes in
"Registered Mail" and seems to be very profic:  She got a lot of datq from
me and then used it as her own « no ecredit to s e« Just like a female but
maybe she don't know any better, However, I am t‘or her - regardless = because we
need such people = collectors who take thelr collecting seriously and publish
articles ~ (educational), Do you not agree? I don't know a thing about her =
age? = married? - occupation? - how fixed financially? - ete = ete,

Thanks #or the Kiplinger,
Regards.

Yours cte.,



N? 401669

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK
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CITY AND STATE o
7 £
/O~ 2
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1.

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postgl employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YT U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



June 27’ 1956.

Dr., Carroll Chase,
RBoFeDe 1,
Hilford, Nele

Dear Doc:

Here is a cover that belongs to my good
friend Frmerson Krug of Birmingham, He would
like to have your opinion on the stamp and if it
is anything out of the ordinary he would like
to have you sign it on the back for him,

Naturselly he fully expects to pay for this
service so advise me of the chargd.

Btamped addressed envelope for returne
Our best to Jean and you,
Cordially yours,




- ™ .

June 27, 1956,

« Carroll Chase,

ReFaDe 1,
Miford, N.H.

DearDoe:

, Hmisanoth&reuverthatbelongetoxmg.
What do you think of it? I examined it very
carefully and I thought it had some good points
as well as bad, The year does look like 1857 but
if a fixer could lay hands on a 3¢ '51 cover used
at or around the 1856=57 period, which shouldn®t
be hard, I suppose it woffld be darn easy to punch

S ol holae, . What.about ihe plate" Would it be

right for a Ch:.cago perf?
Regards.
Cordially yours, ’
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July 1, 1956.

Mr, Cs C, Hari,
Saite 17 Iy 922 Walnut St-,
Kansas City 6, lo.

Dear Mr, Hart:

I am returning herewith your two 5¢
1856 covers as per yours of the 10th - one with
the H.S, of three from New Orleans to France, the
other with the single 5¢ 1856 from New Orleans
Jan, 15, 1857, to France, Incidentally, it may be
of interest to you to lcarn that I have a record
and photograph of ancther letter that went by this
same trip to France and these two covers show the
earliest use in my records of the marking "(,B, = LOc."

I note that you have another cover with
the 5¢ 1856 to France and if not too much trouble will
you send it to me for a look.

With every good wish -

Cordially gours,



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

July 2L, 1956. Tuesday A.M.
Mr. Stanley Be. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Yours of yesterday just came this morning and I haste n to reply.
I am so glad you are going to make the trip down to Norfolk and thereby get
a little rest. Funny as it may seem it is what both of us need here. Dorsey
lost about ten pounds during Em's accident and needs to get clear away. I
have to attend our annual stockholder's and subsequent director's meeting for
officer election in Tampa on August 13th and 1lhth and I hope to be able to
go over to Daytona Beach for a couple of weeks just to get her back in shape;
The boy is getting along so nicely that I am sure by then she can go that far
and be able to relax. My it would be wonderful if you and Mildred could drive
down there at that time, say Aug. 15 to Sept. 1. It's a great place to relax.

While the Balasse magazine has not come yet I have the Fox list
here, I will copy and return it to you. I wonder why John did not send me one
as he has here-to-fore after you asked him to do so. But thanks for loaning
me yours.

I am mailing back the letter from Mr. Wagner about the Yeckel
collection. I am glad too that everybody is happy about the deal. I am sure John
made some money also. As far as Ez's letter is concerned he had told me the
same line of dope when I saw him last. In fact it has been repeated in letters
since then. I still have my doubts that he is very close to Ez. I saw him buy
the lots Ez speaks of in his letter. I am the one who told Ez that Dick had
been by Cincinnati. I was writing him about the Stolow lots and spoke about
the fact that Dick had not made much off of my purchases from that sale. In
that letter I simply mentioned that Dick had been to Ft. Thomas and “about!.

Since you will have a chance to look at the five lots I have in
the last Stolow sale and I need to know before I send a check to them direct
I am sending them up. Three need an#0.K. by you, a fourth already has it and
another is 0.K. Anticipating them 0.K, I enclose my check for $15.00.

I paid $L43 for the Jamaica llail cover, $57.50 for the 10¢ plus 1¢
1857 to California, $7.50 for the little Galena, Ill cover, $25 for the
21¢ rate to Holland and $32 for the cover with your 0.K. on back.

I will want that Hawaiian cover 0.K.'d if I buy it, the one you sent
back to Siegel. Bhanks for sending it to him.

Sincereliz
- -

Register Value
Five covers $175400



10¢ 1857 - "ms 1¢ 1857 from New York to San Franeisco = Carrier
cover to 'c New York P,O, This was Lot 1348 in the 1925 Chase
sale, Also in the Gibson sale in 1943+ I do not think these
10¢ plus 1¢ covers are in the rarity class and doubt if I ever
made eny such a statement,

Re « Ashbrook book Vol, 2, page 181, this is the chapter by
gerrye.ndhelistedthiscoveraabelongmgto(}hnn. I signed
this on the back and there is no charge. I suppose the only
odd thing about this cover is that it did not receive the N,Y,
Ocean Mail postmerk, probably because it was postmarked in the
Carrier Division, I have little doubt that it went Via Panama
rather than by the Overiand Mail,



L,5¢ to Venezuela, from New Orleans 1855, The official
rate by the 1854 P.L. & R, and the 1855 P,L, & R, (July 1,1855),

was %43 pex  one = Beliigh Nell Vis Soubemiop.” Apperently
this letber was sent ect to Kingston, J ca fyom New Orleans

by ean American ship because of the 24¢ U,S. credit (red "24" on

face), Thus the U, S, share, 5¢ internal, plus 21¢ sea to the

British frontier, The credit was a shilling or 24¢ to the

Eritish for conveyance by to La Guayra (or

La Gurara) Venezuela, Handst on face in black is "Jamaica

" The earliasst use known of a 10¢ 1855 is May 19,

55 this cower shows a v e on May 21, 1855. There is another

cover of record from N,0, to Paris, France on the same date,



21¢ to imsterdan, Holland, from Baltimore, Md, on March 22, 1861,
from New York on March 23y 1861 by Amer, kt, per Steamer "Etna,"
Yo England, Paid only to the British frontier, London Apre 5,
1861, Amsterdam Apr, 7, 1861 - "Via Ostend, Belgliuwm,"

HePair 10¢ 1857, Type V, Single 1¢ 1857, Type V.

In 1861 lMarch 23rd was Saturday eorrect date for by
"Amer, FPkt." The official P,0, reeords show that the "Etna"
sailed from New York on ibor, 22 » 1861 for Liverpool,

S oy
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J“ly 25’ 1956 °

Mr, Emmerson C. »
3m8 - 13 Ave.. Stmth.
Birmingham, Ala,

Deay Em:

Herewith I am returning the covers as per yours of the 24th
as followst

© 12¢ %57 plus 3¢ '57 from Galena, Ill, I signed this on the
back = no fee.

16¢ to Konstadt - 15¢ plus 1¢ Carrier fee = 5¢ 1862 red
brown - Konstadt is a town in Prussia in Silesia, 25 miles NNE of Oppeln,
I added a few notes - no fee - & nice rate - rlad to see it againd,

Qﬁ}_\g}i « New York to California, To state that only four
ate known is ridiculous, They charged you far too much for this cover,

I authenticated it on the back but there IS NO FEE,

45¢ rate to Venezuela in May 1855 from New Orleans, This is a
very rare cover, JIf they skimned you on any of the others you made up for
it on this one, This is the earliest cover to Venezuela in my pecords.

A most unusual U,S, foreign rate cover, '

21¢ to Holland - Paid only to England (British frontier - 5¢
plus 16¢). Quite a nice cover,

Emy I am returning your check because I would not think of charg-
ing you a fee on the 10¢ plus 1¢ to California, I am charging you for only
the two covers,

I note that Dorsey and you plan to have a vaecation at Daytona
Beach next month and while we would like to join you down there, there is no
chance., The only vacation we will get will be this little trip to Norfolk
and we are cutting it as short as possible, We have to go up to see lMrs,
Stark on what is lé&ft in the collection and we have other important engagements
next mont'h. 1

I wrote Fax for that list. I don't think he sent any copies out,
With regards -

Yours etc.,
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

Mr. J. G. FLECKENSTE!N

STREET ANBHW b1 ” cl I Si HEE] :
IONIA,

MICH.

CITY AND STATE

3 “ 3
A3, |

-

7¢ shows
to whom
and when
delivered

If you want a return receipt, check which

31¢ shows to whom,
when, and address
where delivered

stricted delih.-‘

ery, check here"

If you want're-

20¢ fee

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800

July 1955

Replaces previous editions of
this form which MAY be used,




1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)
== 2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

_ tach it to the back of the letter.

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YT U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



GRAVER TANK & MFG. (0., [NC.

GENERAL STEEL PLATE CONSTRUCTION

EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA
J. G. FLECKENSTEIN

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
IONIA, MICHIGAN

TELEPHONE: IONIA 267 Ionia, Michigan.
DETROIT ADDRESS: July 28 s 1956 e

6432 Cass AVENUE
TeLepHONE: TRINITY 5-5300

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I need #60 on cover. Mlesworth sent me the enclosed cover priced
at $100.00. Your signature on the back.

Stan, this cover does not look right to me. In 1861-62 there was
no 2li¢ rate to Switzerland, and if this cover with a single 2L¢

was paid only to England (as I suprose it was as the British marking
on reverse side in red reads "SHIP LETTER A FE 21 62 LONDON) where
is the due marking covering rostage from England to Switzerland?
The red "NEW 3 YORK" on face indicates it went to England via
American Packet. Give me your opinion on this cover and is it OK?
Stamp seems to show a small tear at upper right.

Last few times I have phoned Ruth Stark, there has been no answer.
Maybe she is away on vacation somewhere.

When do you plan to come up here? The SPA have a convention and show
at Grand Rapids Michigan August 23-26th and I am one of the three
judges. Perhaps you could be up here while this show is in session.

Regards.
Sincerély,’
d. G.(F ckenstein.
JGF/
Enc:
GRAVER
PLANTS - CATASAUQUA, PA. *+ EAST CHICAGO,IND. * SAND SPRINGS, OKLA. * HOUSTON, TEXAS

OFFICES:- NEW YORK, N.Y. - PHILADELPHIA, PA. » CHICAGO, ILL. + SAND SPRINGS, OKLA. + HOUSTON, TEXAS



UNDER AUTHORITY OF
OBERT E. HANNEGAN, POSTMASTER GENERAL

761 °G2-241 AV “A'N ‘MHOA M3IN

My, J. G. Fleckenstein,
hl9 Union sto’
Tonia, Mich.

Dear Jack:?

On our return from Norfolk yesterday I found your letter of the 28th
with the 24¢ 1861 Violet, The cover is okay and I have known it for many years,
This was a rate to Switzerland and it went by French mail, that is, Via London =
Calais and Paris. It is a cover that cannot be properly classified because the
rate by French mail was 21¢ per % oz, and on such a rate the U, S, credit should
have been 3¢ French internal plus 6¢ to Switzerland, I note it is routed by the
"ﬁ%" and while I have no record that this ship sailed from New York on
Febs 4y s I have keason to believe that she did as I have a record of her sail-
ing in December 1861, and again in March 1862, There was a war raging in February
1862 and it looks to me like this may have been sent as a Shi from New York,
A Cunard ship sailed from New York on Feb, 4, 1862 for Liverpool and it may have
been sent by that Liney though 17 days between New York and London seems awfully

slow for the year 1862,

Krug bought this cover in a sale by Harmer Rooke on April 5, 1944. It
wag Lot 249 and ecost him $47,50., When I sold the Krug collection of covers in 1949
I suppose I sold this cover to Klep, I notice it was Lot /944 in the Klep sale.
The sale price was 4,000 Fr, or about $92,00 with the 155. Note the British G,B,
marking, This indicates it was not sent to Frince under the terms of the U, $veFrench
Treaty as this marking as you well know, was not applied to Treaty mail, I judge the
3¢ eredit was to Britain, leaving the U, S, with 5¢ internal plus 16¢ sea, -Apparently
it was treated as a SHIP LETTER to Great Britain = not to merely the British frontier.

A New York red grid is most umusual to state the least but this is a
most unusual cover, handled out of ordinary channels, ‘

You will note my memo merely expressed an opinion re = the stamp, I did
not express an opinion on the cover though I certainly believe it gemuine, The stamp
and color are right for February 1662 and this letter was surely sent PAID, To the
right of "Glasgow" is a French pen of "3" = (decimes?) = I suppose this was the French

debit to the Swiss, I wonder,
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July 18, 1956,

Mr, Lawrence L, Shenfield,
40 Highland Cirdle,
Bronxville 8, N.Y.

Dear Larry:
It was nice to hear from you,

Re = the items you enclosed, Franklin Carrier, I fear that I am
not competent to pass on this., While Philadelphia used a red star on this
stamp and also on covers I suppose they could have used a red postmark, but
merely all copies had red stars and the postmarks on covers were in hlue, This
copy of yours was in the famous Hermann eollection that was sold by lMorgemthau
on June 7, 8, 9 = 1921, Tt was described as follows in that sale ="1¢ blue
Franklin 1#1801) with Philadelphia daté cancellation in slightly thin,
From the Lord Crawford collection. Cat £75.00", (unquote), The sale price was
$21,00, so I suppose the boys didn't think much of it. I sent for the stamp be-
fore the sale and photographed it, I still have the print, hence I know it is
the same copy, Old J, Cs M, should have known a gemine Franklin and so should
Hermann who owvned a big eollection, I suppose both thought the stamp to be
genmuine, It is the only copy that I have ever heard of with a red Philadelphia
psme If anyone tells you it is a fake don't take their word, because with its
background I am disposed to believe it is genuine,

Ma_lg_dgl_gg the Savannah, You sent me this cover ten years ago last’
Fridey, but I don't seem to have a memo as to what I thought of it at that time,
Yes, my memo states I examined this on July 13, 1946, Rather odd, Larry, I have
no record of this postmark in my files; mor do I remember ever seeing a strike
like it, The darn thing looks like a fake, but on the other hand the "age" makes
it look genmuine, If someone hade this how did he "age" it? Just because I never
saw this postmark before is no indication it might be bad, I would hate to stick
my neck out and "guess" this was bad, The stamps are certainly okay for Dee, 1862
and I would think an unusest pair of this stamp would be worth more than a used
pair., Then again there is that "age." Fakers can fake that feature as far as I
am aware, I would be willing to bet that Dietz has no recofid of a fake Savannah
such as this, Why not ask him?

It does seem odd that you are Ceylon collector,
With every good wish -
Cordially yours,



e
July 22, 1956 ((‘K_ﬁ;\l
Stan: \B

L.

I do not recall the Franklin carrier with red Philadelphia pmk
which you mention but shall be very glad to have a photo so it can
be illustrated in the Franklin Chapter. I am attempting to list
and/or illustrate all the genuinely used copies, but there are a
few items that are known to be missing. One is the cover Knapp had.
There is also a notsvery-fine unused strip of three which was in
existence in recent years.

¥

The only Philadelphia pmks in red noted here around the period
when the Franklin was used are those including 3cts PAID or PAID 6,
for cash prepayment of bulk mail, other mail, or the 3c circular
rate.

Franklin stamps used in Philadelphia commonly have the red star
cancellation, but the stamp does exist tied to cover with a blue
Phila. town handstamp.

I suppose if a letter with a Franklin stamp was handed to a letter
carrier with three cents in cash, the cash pagd postmark might be
used to cancel the stamp, but in my opinion such procedure would

be irregular and unlikely because by normal procedure the letter
would go thru the carrier dept. first and the red star would be ap-
plied there before the letter received any other marking. Whether
or not every letter always received normal procedure is not easy

to prove. It is conceivable that a stamp could get thru the carrier
dept. without being cancelled and be cancelled when the letter was
being prepared for the ordinary mail. Such a copy probably would

be unique today. The number of Franklins actually sold and used

in Philadelphia might have been considerably smaller than the 10,000
which were available.

As ev
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- - August 13, 1956 (3(

Stan:

"F,‘ .
iy

Larry Shenfield's Franklin carrier has been checked with other
material and there is no doubt it is one of the last reprints, so-
the cancellation cannot be correct.

Apparently the cancellation imitates one of the Philadelphia mark-
ings which were used for cash prepaid mail, but it does not agree
with either of the "3 cts" types. It looks more like the "6 PAID"
type illustrated on page 133 in your Vol. II.

The evidence seems to indicate that in the 1850s red postmarks
were used for postage (and carrier fees ?) prepaid in cash. The
red star for cancelling carrier stamps may have been selected because
red showed up better on some of the special stamps. Whehher or not
the oval carrier postmarks, Types C3l, C32 and C33, always sbowed
cash prepayment of the fee when they were struckiin red is another
matter. If they did, that would be helpful in classifying some of
the strikes which occur on envelopes.

As e T,

P.S. I don't know how much Morgékhau or Herrman knew, but I doubt
1§ either of them saw as much material or did as intensive work on
the Franklin as has been done here in Westfield. Luff probably did
more work than either of them but parts of his story do not agree
with the stamps. Whatever his reference mamkfAocollection may have
contadned in the past, when I exemined it in recent years the only
Franklins in it were reprints. ;



August 18, 1956«

Mr, Elliott Pm 2

Box 333,
Westfieldy Neds

Elliott:

Thanks for yours of the 13th with further
corment on the Franklin, I made a color slide of this copy
which shows up the red marking to excellent advantage, If
you would like to have one for reference I will be glad to
supplye

Ke = the use of red for prepaid domestic rail,
There was no Regulation to use red on domestic mail and I
have never seen any evidence that red denoted prepayment on
such, Certain postal treaties specified red for paid and
black for unpaide

I suggested to Shemfield that he submlt his
stamp to the P,F. "Expert Committee" for no other reascn
than to see what they would come up with,

Yours etc.;
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July 25, 1956,

My, Lawrence L, Shenfield,
40 Highland Circle,
B!‘O!'nwﬂle 8. NQYQ

Dear Laryy:

Yours of the 20th, It 1= just possible that the
listing of the "red town" was taken from your stamps I lnow
that at about that time Hugh Clark and Gene Costales were
gathering material for a U, 8, catalogue so they may have
noted your copy in the Herrman sale, I remember that his sale
was quite an cutstanding affair, The catalogue that I have was
one that was used by Chase at the sale and Carroll mede various
notes in it about a number of lots, Nothing was noted about
your stamp, Doec was quite a good authority on the Franklin at
that time, Who today really lmows the stamp? I wonder? I
suppose Illiott Perry but Elliott never impressed me as being
really depéndable on the Franklin, I wonder if Chase would qualify?
Noedllan knew the Franklin and had a real showing, Thirty or forty
years ago we had real "authorities" who actually knew from first-
hand contact many of owr leading stamps = but they have all passed
away and we have had few to take their place, In the old days when
I was puzzled about a stamp or cover I had a number with whom I
could consult and I did, Today I have few -~ darn few - whom I think
are competent, Actually it is rather sad to contemplate, Do you

not agree? ;

Let me know what Gus Dietz thinks of your Savannah, 5 a\fan na b
What are we to do when he passes on? Well, we have to depend 'n M
Mae and Hubbell? B

Mildred and I are leaving Saturday, July 28th, for
Norfolk, Va. to see Stan Jr.'s ship beturn from their European
training cruise, Ye will probably not be back home before about the
Tth or &th of August, As you probably know, Stan is a Lieutenant on
a destroyer and has been all around the world., A marvelous education,
He is really a great guy and naturally Mom and Pop are quite proud
of him,

With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



: July 28, 1956

Stén:

- Yours of the 26th. Perhaps Larry Shenfield will let me see the
Franklin Carrier with red Philadelphia pmk. I incline to believe that
ordinary dater postmarks were not used in the carrier dept., so there
was no Teason for any of them to be there. The C3l carrier postmark
was there, and/or C32 and C33 at one date or another.

Luff is the only one I know of who did much work on the Franklin
and it was not his best. I don't know what the Franklins in his col-
lection were supposed to be but the last time I exanined the collec-
tion I saw no genuine original. I would say it is a fair guess that
more work has been done on the Franklin at Westfield, and more copies
examined than all the others put together, including Dr. Chase.

I don't and cammot question the authenticity of the stamp or cancel-
lation before seeing the orighal or a photo, but if genuine, the post-
mark-cancellation appears to be irregular use. The Franklin with
Philadelphia town mark in blue which I have seen-Zeveral times is ac-
tually on a mail letter altho it appears to be on a city letter. The
red postmark may also be irregular use.

No 1¢ 1851, 1857 or 1861 used for earrier ﬁépinown to me at Cincin-
nati. Apparently the eagle stamp was used there to the end of the fee
system. The 1¢ 1861 appears to be the first "U,S.POSTAGE" stamp used
for carrier service at Baltimore, but it seems quite possible that any
of the speciial carrier stamps collld also be used to the end of the fee
system.

No special or definite regulation concerning the use of postage
stamps for carrier fees has yet been found anywhere in the enormous
quantity of official records which have been searched. Each carrier
department appears to have been a law unto itself as to what stamps,
if any, should be used. There was carrier service at more offices
where there were no special stamps than there was at the special stamp
offices. :

If you wish to rate the Cleveland 4c letters as prepaid "WAY" I cer-
tainly shall not question your right to your opinion, even tho I believe
the weight of evidence favors carrier collectign to the Cleveland P.O.
To prove WAY service you would have to show €@losed pouch contract ser-
vice §not railroad) operating into Clevelgnd, and that each letter
was given to the contract carrier more than a mile from thme Cleveland
P.0. and also more than a mile from next office beyond (outside) of
Cleveland on that route. Or that it came into Cleveland by boat on
Lake Erie. You shomld explain also why none of the known letters are
marked WAY. Against that, all I have to do is prove from the records
that there was U.S. letter carrier service in Cleveland at the periods
covered by the covers. Such proof is on file and will be published in
the Cleveland Chapter.

In another chapter is given the explanation for all of them, why
it is not possible to determine whethdr certain letters are WAY or
carrier, and that those postmarked in a carrier post office are con-
sidered to be carriers unless they show evidence indicating WAY.

(N

As ev
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Lugust 3, 1956 6‘%:‘:%/)

Wednesday I happened to meet Larry Shenfield in New York and
mentdoned the Franklin carrier which you wrote me about. It came
from him today. On comparing it with other material I am of the
opinion that the stamp is not an original and the pmk-cancel is
not legit. It does not agree with any Philadelphia pmks I have
which are known in red.

Stan:

Thanks for letter, cover and check $8.75. 0.X.

As eve



Aug. lh’ 19560

Mr, Elliott Perry,
Py Ce Bax 333,
Westfield, N.J,

Elliott:

Thanks for yours of the 3rd regarding Shenfield's Franﬁin
Carrier with the red Philadelphia postmark, I aceept your opinion without
question, but I was disappointed because I hoped that the stamp was an
original and the postmark was genuine, Iy guess is thzt this was a Sam
Singer item, I know bhe put a2 fake Philadelphia p.m, on pencleaned One Cent
1851,

Re - postmarks on covers that do not belong, I have before
me a cover from New York to Washington, D.C, B 3¢ '57 plus 2 1¢ '57.
it right is a red New York forelgn mail postmark with 14 PAID at bottom,
This marking was used on mail to Cermany forwarded by Prussian Closed Mail -
a double 30¢ rate, Thru error it was placed on this cover and not erossed out.
Inasmuch as they had red igk pads in the Carrier Division of the Philadelphia
P.0, and also p,m, stampers one of the latter could hHave conceivably been
applied in red,

I have carefully noted yours of the 28th,

Re =~ Prepaid VWay letter=, I quote fibm your letter: "You should
explain also why none of the known letters are marked Way.," I suppose you
refer to the three 3¢ plus 1¢ Cleveland covers, May I remind you thatthere was
no occasion to mark "Way" when the Way Vee had been paid, The word WAY was not
only an origin marking but in effect a due marking « thus "Way 1" meaning -~ Due
1¢ on account of Way origin, When the 1¢ fee had been prepald, nothing was due
and the origin into the miling office wae of no concern, I have seen quite a

few Prepaid Way covers and I recall very few that were marked Way,

Yours ete.,



Aug, 14, 1956,

Mr, Lawrence L, Shenfield,
: 4O Highland Circle,
Bronxville &, N,Y,

r Larry:

I have a letter from E, Perry stating that he had examined

our Franklin and that in his opinion it is not an original and therefore
that the Philadelphia postmark is a fake, Inasmuch as I have never made
mich of a study of the Franklin Carrier I am perfdctly willing to abide by
Perry's opinion, Why don't you submit the stamp to the P,F, and get their
opinion and in doing so you might request Boggs not to send it to Perry.
Who in your opinion is qualified to pass on a Franklin? Do you suppose that
Ward is competent? I wonder if Chase could pass on it? He has been out of
this field for many years yet he seems never to forget anything he has
studied in former years, If the postmark is bad then my guess would be that
Sam Singer made it, He "specialized" in fake Philadelphia postmarks,

He = the Savamnah postmark, I was pleased to learn that Dietez
thought it could be okay. It sure has the "look" of a genuine marking, We must
try and find a duplicate, I wish you would write a little article for "Stamps™
and include an aceurate tracing, Surely someone must have a duplicate cover,

We had a nice trip East but came home worn out,

My best to you,

As ever yours,



LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD

Advertising & Merchandising 40 Highland Circle, Bronxville 8, N.Y.
Consultant BRonxville 2-4206
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Aug. 13, 1956,

Kr, S. G. 0019
% The Proct.or & (‘am‘ble Co.,
G'mw Bld
“h & sts‘j

Cincimmati, Ohio,

Daar Mr. Colel

gt Harad.th I am returning your gixteen items of the 5¢ 1847,
On a seperate memorandum herewith I have listed my analysis of each
4 1“31 geoordlng to impression anﬂ year shade, My fee for the examination
- 1s +004 3 v

i You wﬂ.ll note that I removed the covering from a muber of
: copm in order to examine the paportromtl»back and also for a better
 examination of the color, Mounting stamps which were printed on a come
~ peratively thin peper on a black background has a tendency to give a .
darker shade to the color of the stamp, For this reason I think it advisable
teum utampe aal!nltawhitoor cream paper background,

: rmmum.nuamgmmﬁumm@ysmm
valuab’h itm

S:ana-ely :yom-s,



No, 1 - Top row single with part of stamp to left. Round red grid - Fine im-
pression, lNo plate variety., 1848 color of Reddish Brown.

2 = Poor impression - shows deterioration both in impression and color, pro-
bably due to exposure to dampness, Round red grid. As is this is just the
SeUeSe ""led Brown,"

- Dirty te impression - shows deterioration in original color = Black
cula.r grid (not common), I would place this as a use in 1850 and a faded color
of the 1850 Browmish Orange.

No - Fair impression - Sheeb to left = First vertical row of one of the panes,
e town postmark, The color is a bil# Baded the 18&8 Dark Brown,

No, 5 = Somewhat similar to No, 4 but with more rd, Good impression, rather faint
blue cancel, This is the 1849 Reddish Brmm, and somewhat faded.

Nos 6 ~ Fair impression, Black town poatmark (scarce)s This color shows deterio-
ration and a "washed=out'" appearance, My guess is that the stamp was used in Dee-
ember 1850 and that the original color was probably the 1849 Bright Reddish Brown.

Noe, 7 = Fine impression originally, Light blue round grid, Something has been done
to this copy as the paper looks like it has been bleached white, The color of this
grid looks a bit maplcioua. All of which makes me wonder if this was pencleaned?
The color is the 1848 Dark Reddish Brown. A photograph by ultraeviolet might dis-
close whether a former cancel had been removed but this test is not always productive
of results desired,

No, 8 - Poor impression = This from the dirty state of the plate, lMy guess is the
use was Apr 6 1850, The color is the 1850 "_I%-g_@_yi_g_r%" somewhat faded, Can-
celed by a Boston postmark in black &uncormon),

Nog 9 - Fine impression -~ This is the 1888 "Dark Brown." The stamp has various con-
sistent plating marks such as a dsh across the right frame line to right of the "E,"
Red grid cancel,

Nog 10 = H,Pair, Fine impression, The 1848 color of Dark Brown. Faint orange grid,
Stamp to right shows consistent plate marking opposite right "5" on frame line,

- H,Palr, Typical cleaned plate impression - fine éxample, Postmarked in blue
delphia, Pa. 19 Apre This use was surely April 1851, The color is the 1851
" Ridgway "Hazel - 11'k"), This is an exceedingly rare and desirable
pair and is pro b]y what the S.U.S, lists as {1C - the "Red Orange."

No, 12 - Fine sharp early impression @Caneoled "JAY 5" (?) This is the 1848
"Q?.-I&M" colors

No! 13 -~ Typical example of a poor impression from the dirty state of the plate.
color shows quite a lot of deterioration from the original which was doubtless

the 1849 Reddish Brown,

No: 1) -« Good impression = This is the 1848 "Dark Brown" color, Stamp shows consistent
ting mark opposite the "S" in upper right < on the frame line, Red square New York
grid,

Nog 15 « Fair impression = Canceled with a red numeral "5," This is the 1849 color
"Reddish Brown" and quite a good and well preserved example of that color.

39_‘51& « V,Pair - red New York square grid - poor faded impression from the dirty state
of the plate. This wam originally probably the 1850 "Grayish Brown" color.



H. SEHUYLER EGLE
WILLOW HILLS LANE
CINCINNATI 27, OHID

August 17, 1956

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Street
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you very mich for your letter and your kindness in
looking over the material that I left with you. It was
very helpful to me in knowing what I have, and in enlarg-
ing my knowledge of condition,

I was particularly pleased by the remarks you made about
the pair in the brownish-orange shade., Incidentally
it came from the Waterhouse sale in London via Ezra Cole.

I'm attaching my check for $16.00 as per your letter.

Again let me express my appreciation.

Yours sincerely,

IS &

H. 5. Cole

]

HSC:cls



August 18, 1956,

My, H, Schuyler Cole,
4,700 Willow Hills Lane,
Cincinnati 27, Chio,

Dear Mr, Cole:

Thanks very much for yours of the 17th with check
for %16.00.

‘Re « your pair No. 11, with the blue Philadelphia
postmark, I was not aware that this came from the Waterhouse
collection but on looking it ub I was pleased to note that
Dr, Bacher who wrote the catalogue described it as the M&a

Further; I overlooked mentioning in my letter that th
pair is from ghg left pane of Itﬁe piate - the top row and posi-
tions 9L and 1O0L,; therefore, h_t.h_ﬂ' o« And further, that
is one of the tem positions wit e vardety "Dot in 8," 'l'h'g'&l
entire ninth vertiecal row of the left pane had the "D 1_:3 St
variety but the dot was rather faint on 9L, I believe that this
wvertical row was hransferred from bottom to top, that is 19L,
18L, 17L, etc,, ete, because the dot is very pronounced on 19L
and becomes less strong from bottom to top, Further, this pair
is surely an impression from the plate after it was cleaned and
again may I add that the use was swely April 1851, Vhen the
plete was new and before it became at all worn the "dot" in the
"S" on 9L1 was a bit more pronounced than on this pair,

Sinecerely yours,
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 3I
83 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Aug, 8, 1956o

Mr, Willis F. Cheney,
65 Nassau St,.,
New York 38, N,Y.

Dear Bill:

I am seeking a bit of information,
In the West Sale in April 1943, Lot 901 was a
cover purchased by Spence, By any chance, do
you know for whom Spence bought this cover?
By any chance, do you know where it is today?
If so, do you suppose you could borrow it so
that I could make a photograph?

With best wishes -




N:mmmt% b
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Auge 1y 1956,

Mr, Philip H, Ward, Jr.,
Architects Bldg.,
17th & Sansom Sts.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa,

Dear Philg
Thanks for yours of the 10th.

If you can find any data for me on the
Jonesborough, Inde. cover I will appreciate same,
Yes; there is no question but whot the cover is pen~
uine in every way., I am getting together a little
story on this 3¢ variety and this is a key cover,

I will te glad to see the stampless
items that you mentioned and the rates indicate

these are the "Express Mail" of 1836~-1839, Yes, I
would also like to see the 3¢ Nesbit. My guess is that the

3¢ did not pay anything,
Hope you had an enjoyable trip to Maine,

With regards -

Cordially yours,



Aug, 14, 1956,

My, Emmerson C, Krug,
% Hotel Floridan,
Tampa, Fla,

Dear Emt

Cliise's reply was short and to the point -« no elaboration,
quote: "Quite a“coincidence as you say and the proof seems perfect,"
Just that and-no more. Now days Doc writes all his Retters by pen so
I suppose he hasn't the time or energy to go into details,

Under date of Aug, 1Othy Fhil Ward wrote me that he was
just leaving for a vaecation in Maine but would write me upon his return
and give me any details he could locate, He recalled that he bought the
Jonesborough (West) cover in a lot of material and sold it to Sinkler,
I did not look it up to see if it was in the Sinkler sale. If so, perhaps
that is where West got it, When I get time I will look up the sale,

I also had a letter from Bill Cheney dated the 10th, Fortunstely
Bill remembered the cover and stated that it came up in a sale by Harmer
Rook & Co, on May 23, 1950, Lot 46 and sold at $140,00 to Sy Colby, Bill
wrote he would get in touch with Colby and advise me later, The Harmer Rooke
sale was that of the Frank B, Allen coﬁi:ction. I suppose Allen was a customer
of Spence, I note that the cover was not sold in the Sinkler sale by Klein
in 1940, : {

Regards,

Yours etec.;



Auge 1hs 1956,

Mr, Willi~ F, Cheney,
65 liassau St..
New York 38, N.Y,
Dear Bill:

Thenks very much for your prompt reply
to mine of the 8the

I was pleased to get the information
about the sale of the cover in 1950,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



RlTTENHOUsE 6-7575

PHILIP H. WARD, JRr.
ARCHITECTS BUILDING
17TH AND SANSOM STREETS
PHILADELPHIA 3

August 10, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P, @) Bex: 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Your letter of the 8th arrives just as I am leaving for
Maine. I will be back“Zbout ten days. Regarding lot 901,
I recall that 1 purchased this along with quite a few other
covers from the same correspondents and sold this to Sinkler.
He, of course, wculd have prefered it unused, but none were
aveilable. The cover, in my estimation, and I believe in yours,
is as good as gold. You will be hearing from me as soon as I
get back.

At that time I will want to send you a little lot of
stampless covers that I found from Louisville and Cincinnati.
They do not have enclosures, nor are they docketted, hence
no dates, but the rates are 75¢, §1.50, $2.25, $3.00, and I
think one runs to §5 and something. They look as if they
might be express mail items, but they are not so marked.

I have also located a 3¢ Nesbitt envelope cancelled with the
large circular British packet postmark. I will send this on

if you would like to see it. Someone must have mailed the letter
on board ship as it was nearing the American coast. How otherwise
could 3¢ pay for anything?

Glad you had a nice visit an t something is
going to bring you to this vicinity in the ndar future.

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



e - 3 & XJ
MMERSON C. KRUG
Q 3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
r V BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

July 29, 1956.
Sunday P.M.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
, 33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
. Fort Thomas, Ky.

L

Dear Stan,

Although I know you are this very moment en route to Norfolk, I
wanted to write you this before I forget it. This magazine, the institution
organ of his company, shows the 1lift just as it was when it landed. Em was
pinned between the steering wheel and wall. How his wife got him out is still
a big mystery to me. Will you send this on to Ez when you have seen it?

. A

I was looking up something yesterday in the West sale cataélog and
ran across something familiar. First, you recall no doubt the sending of a
cover of mine to Doc Chase recemtly, a 3¢ 1857 on a cover imperfed horizontally.
L single it was and he wrote back to you as follows:-"June 30, 1956, The
Jonesborough is more difficult. Ir undoubtedly came from an original find made
‘ by Bartelg. The only trouble is that I have seen copies fully perforated with
a greater distance between the horizontal perfs. My verdict is “Probably a
part perforated stamp but absolute proof is lacking." Do you agree?" Unquote.
You accepted this verdict, signed the cover as such, and I was satis-
\ fied and may say I still ame. But..

Anderson for $470.00. This is a pair on a legal size court house cover, a most
undesirable cover to say the least. Yes, this is a pair and makes. it,as Chase
says, an absolute proof. Yet, nothing is absolute for a pair of imperforates
could have been taken off and perforated at the top and bottom. But now the
coincidence. I was born and raised in Indiana but I had never even heard of
Jonesborough, Indiana. Its a small town up near the gas belt, near Marion and
Goshen. The population in 1950 was 1900. I suppose it was much smaller in
1850s. This pair on the Anderson cover from West sale is cancelled by a black
Jonesborough, Ind. exactly like my cover. I wonder what Doc Chase would say
if he had seen that photo of the West cover. Doesn't it almost prove that the
very small postoffice of Jonesborough had a sheet of 3¢ 1857s which were
imperfed horizontally? I am sure he has a West catalog. When you write him
again, why not ask him to look at the photo and see what his reaction to it
" is? And I'd like to know yours. Note that the write up in the West catalog

: says-"Probably unique." My cover rather hurts that statement.
e S —
Had a nice letter from Harold Brooks, in which he tells me he

had been laid up in the hospital with pleurisy. No wonder no one has heard
from him.

' Now, look at lot 901 Ward West sale L/26/43 which was sold to Spence

Sincerely,




Aug. 8, 1956,

Mr, Phﬂip H. Ward, Jro,
Architects Bldg.,
17th & Samson Sts.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Deay Phil:

Just back from Norfolk and quite a hard
trip, but we had a fine visit with Stan Jr,

I am writing for some information - Vest
Sale = Lot 901, sold to Spence Anderson at 470,00,
Do you remember this cover and if so, do you know
anything about it's history? I ask because I sup-
pose you must have sold it to Sinlkder. ¥y inquiry
is because a cover has turned up with a single 3¢
157 with part perf, horiz., tied by the same town,
Jonesborough, Ind., thus the West cover indicates
the single on cover is gemuine and good as gold,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



kﬂso 8’ 1956.

Mr, Willis F, Cheney,
65 Nassau St.,
New York 38, N.Y,.

Dear Bill:

I am seeking a bit of information,
In the West Sale in April 1943, Lot 901 was a
cover purchased by Spence. By any chance, do
you know for whom Spence bought this cover?
By any chance, do you know where it is today?
If soy do you suppose you could borrow it so
that I could make a photograph?

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



A\lg. 8, 1956 .

Dr, Carroll Chase,
R.F,D, 1,
Milford, N.H,

Dear Doec: :
Just back from Norfolk after a long tiresome trip,

No doubt you will recall that several weeks ago I sent you a
3¢ 1857 cover that belongs to Emmerson Krug, It has a ainglo part perf
tied to cover by a black postmark of "Qoggboggqgh. Ind, - ﬁ' 3" « no
indication of year use, fromt or back, son has just ed my
attention to a cover that was in the West sale by Ward in 1943, I em
enclosing a photo of the West cover which shows a vertical pair = part
perf of "Jonesho Ind, Oct, 21" (1857), On second thought I am en=
closing & color slide that I made of Frmerson's cover. I consider this a most

remgrkable coincidence and it surely indicates that Emmerson's cover is
genuine, He was thumbing thru the West catalogue and happened to note Lot 901,

You can hold the slide against a good light and with a glass you
can get a good picture of it, Please return the slide and photo print at your
convenience,

Mildred joins me in best of wishes to Jean and you,

As ever yours,



b

&

Aug. 8, 1956.

My, Emmerson C. Krug,
3“)8 - 13th Aveo’ SO\Ibh’
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

We got home Monday night dead tired, We had a wonderful
trip and a fine visit with Stan Jr, We drove up to Williamsburg and
saw the outdoor show "The Common Glory? also we took in "The Lost
Colony" down at Roanoke Island,” We were up late at nights and a lot
of day driving, so we came home worn out,

I have yours of the 2nd with the "sample copies" also the
Kiplinger, Thanks, ’

I also received yours of the 29th with the Kiplinger and the
"Baggazette" which I will forward to Ezra, Mildred and I both noted
this with much interest, Ve both consider it a miracle that his wife was
able to free him and get him and the baby to the hospital, He surely .
owes his life to that little lady,

Your Jonesborough cover. How very remarkablel!l I have the
original photograph from which the page of illustration was made for the
West catalogue, The West cover has a postmark of "Oct 21" (1857) = Your
cover is "Aug 3." In my opinion the West cover surely indicatem that
your cover is genuine, This is a most remarkgble case. I suggest that
you send your cover to me so that I can make a regular photo, I did make
a color of both front and back which I have before me,

I am sending you a copy of a letter to Chase,
With best ete,,

Yours,



MADE IN U.S. A,

-3
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Lol 901 West Sale By
Ward - APr 27 1943 -
Desevibec| - 2¢1857 Dull Recl ‘Vkef
\/evl'.'Fanr) Imraevl- - Hovin . Tied To Lec’al
Cover By " JoNEsDovougH Ind "
Possibly Unigue -Vevy Rave - Ex
Sinklev - Phota?3 Sold S-Andevson #47,




2867 U. S. STATE REVENUES
iieegh o FOREIGN REVENUES
2, TELEGRAPHS, LOCALS
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GEORGE D. CABOT
02 X&R2 KING AVENUE
WEEHAWKEN, N. J.

Aug. gth, '56

Dear lr. Ashbrook:

You do not know me very well, but I will much
appreciate if you will do me a little favor.

Will you be so kind as to identify for me the
Type or Types of the enclosed pair of 18 1851-57 ? And
tell me the Scott’s Specialized price on same ?

If not too much trowble, I would also be rather
interested to know if they can be identified to the plate
number and the position-- but if this is very difficult, do
not trouble,

The cover is for sale, if you care to make an
offer.

If I can ever be of any assistance to you on
revenues, it will be a pleasure, Thanking you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

<z i j&-“‘ﬁ*“ B
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

“Geo D). Cobol=

STREET AND NO.

Ktno- A\[G‘,

401682

VIre smﬁavv I<en

N. ";.f

4

If you want a return receipt, check which

7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
to whom when, and address
and when where delivered
delivered

If you want re-\{"
stricted deliv- |~

ery, check here

20¢ fee

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800  Replaces previous editions of

July 1955 this form which MAY be used,



:’1, Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Restricted delivery fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
taeh it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YX  U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2
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Avg, 1, 1956,

Mr, George D, Cabot,
62 King Avenue,
Weehawken, N,J,

Dear Mr, Cabott

Herewith I am returning your 1¢ 1851 cover -~ The pair is from
late 4 and both stamps =re Type IIIA, thet is, top line broken, bottom

e intact, Side ornaments complete, This is the S,U,S, f8A, I believe
value of the pair would be diminished by two facts: (1) pencanceled -
esign cut into at bottom,

My fee for the ahove classification is $2,00 plus return postare
yof 15¢ (certifidd).

I could give you the plate positions but the fee would be $3,00
extra and I doubt if such data would be worth the fde,

I note the cover is for sale, I do not think it is ethical to
request a bid, The cover is your property and if you care to offer it at a

rrice in line with the condition of the pair and also of the cover, Iwill be
glad to consider it,

: Thanks very much for your offer to assist me in any problems that
I gight have in revenues, I have not collected revenues for many years and
« geldom come in contact with them any more,

Sincerely yours,



‘.

-

MEMBER: GEORGE D. CABOT U. S. STATE REVENUES
AMER. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 62 KING AVENUE FOREIGN REVENUES
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N.Y.C. WEEHAWKEN, N. J. TELEGRAPHS, LOCALS

Aug. 17th, '56

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Yours of the t4th-- safely returning my
pair of 1C51 1e on cover,

Yours charge of 2 plus 15¢c postage is fair
enough, so herewith, And "thanks", besides.

L realize that the stamps are not tied, and
not espeially attractive, Still, they might be of
some special interest to someone doing plating.

Will probably be offering them at auction
this winter. _ If you would like to be informed
when they are to 'come up' just drop me a postcard.

Sincerely,

-

/’b— m)‘(,%'/@(' e



Augt 20’ 1956.

Mr, George D. Cabot,
62 King Avenue,
Weehawken, N.J,

Dear Mr, Cabot:

Thanks very much for yours of the
17th with enclosure,

By all means keep me advised re - the

pair when offered at auction, I will be glad at
that time to call various friend's attention to it,

Sincerely yours,
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

August 10, 1956

Dear Stap ,
Now what the "H ==--- happened here ?

Yours

3457 + 1457 Wy Thasluglens

b>‘7 ow. s
FK " (':KH"-%)



luge 13, 19564

Iﬁ'. E?:ra D. Cﬂle,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ezrat

Re - the enclosed 3¢ plus 1¢ 1857 cover,
I suppose this letter got into the foreign division
and received a New York marking t% error for a
double rate letter for Germany by sian Closed
Mail, OSure odd to see this on a 3¢ plus 1¢ cover,
NoY¥e to Washington, ' They even applied the foreign
mail, red New York grid to the stamps, If this sold
at $17.00 it sure went sky=highe

I am today in receipt of the De La Rue

Journal from Mr, A, L, Michael, I will write him at
f once and thank him for his kindness and I will &lso

send him a sybseription to the "Strand St% Journal,"
Thanks Ezra for obtaining the copy for me. is a
beautiful piece of work.

Eegards.

Yours etce,




EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

August 16, 1956

Desar Stan,

Thanks for reporting on that carrier cover.

¢ fafagbee I pald too much for it but I never did see anything
e’ Like 1t, I wonder if itihlght not have even been put in
the wrong mail sack and perhaps went part way abroad ?

Glad you got the DE LA RUE Journal, They are
almest impossible to get over here so keep it. A. L. Michael
( Wingfield & Co) is a nice guye He might be able to help
yru sometime in London, Knows only a littlie about U, S.
but somethinge. Anyway he is much more reliable than
Bacher,

Some news. Jack Dick got clipped by the bookies
again and Siegel has & lot of his material for a fall
Auction, Understand he wants to sell the Knapp=-Brown
Brigham, Daniels- Kelleher 5¢ cover = the one with the
4 5 1651s. He only wants $4000 but I guess he would
take $3000, I thnk he paid about $1256Q for it

He 1s anice enough guy personally I guess
but this in and out buy and sell is somethinge

Furs,

v



August 18, 1956,

Mr. Ezra Do COle’
Nyack, NQY.

Dear Ez:

Here is a circular from "Willy" - Is there anything in it
that would not make it a fit subject for theé waste-basket?

Thanks for yours of the l6th.

Re = yowr 3¢ plus 1¢ cover with the "PoC M," marking, I think
it reived this thru error and that it never start:'l on its way to Germany,
as there is no indication of suchs "P,C.M," was "Prussian Closed Mail,"
meaning just thet -~ mail that was put in sealed bags and sent thru England
and Belgium to "Aachen" where the bags were opened and the mail distributed
over a number of routes.

Jack Dick may be a nice chap personally but he must be nuts,
He paid Dan $1,200 for that Brown 5¢ 1856 cover and because Henry Hill payed
thru the nose for the Klep cover Dick must imsgine his is worth some crazy
price, It has been offered all around - Krug - Hill - Rohloff and Lord only
knows how many more. - I haven't a doubt he would be ;lad to accept $3,000, but
is anyone crazy enough to pay such a price?

R&g&i‘dSo

Yours et.c, 2



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31
83 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

July 15, 1956.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N,Y,

Dear Ezra:

Here is a print of a cover that you
loaned me some years ago — I wonder if you still
have this cover?

I find that this cover came over on the
"Europa" - a Cunard mail ship that brought to this
country the new postal treaty which was signed at
London on Dec. 15, 18,8,

Please return this print,

Regards,







STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31, 33 N. FT. THOMAS AVE.
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

July 25th, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Pe O Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:
Yours of the 23rd just arrivede. This might catch you

before you leave. However because you will be in a hurry
I will not write you a long letter.

I don't know where Captain Vogeley and his ship are
right nowe The last address I had is as follows:

Capt T. R. Vogeley
chief of Staff,

e &\ Commander Cruiser Division Four
> ey United States Atlantic Fleet
T U, S. S Northampton
Fleet Post-office,
£ New York, N. Y.

The owner will have no objection to Perry illustrating
that cover in his book,

With reference to the 5¢ 1847 I picked this up in a
mixed lot of junk U, S, that I don't usually buy, in an auction
sale. I saw the blue "10" on the stamp which is nice and with
some other junk I paid a few dollars for ite It looks very
"orange"” to me, so nobody has made it or anything like that.

I will be glad to send it back to you on your return

and vou can take it up with Dr, Chase, However I do want to pay you
a fe%oand have one ofpyour 1ittle letters of opinion to go alon% i

with it so that if I should sell it, your opinion and certificate
will go along with it.

With reference to the stampless cover. If you are
going to keep it in your collection and want it, I will give it to
yous If, however, you sell it I will split with you 50-50. The
cover as far as I know cost me nothing.

Drop me a line on your return and I will send the
1847 and the cover at that time. Jean's foot is much better

although it bothers her when the weather is bad. Hope you and
Mildred have a wonderful time.

Sincer

D. Cole. O(Q/(f//(
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“July 27, 1956,
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Deax Fzre:

- Yours of the 25th received, and noted,
1 will keep it on my desk and write you upon my

_ You lmow I am still holding a stampless '
that belongs to you « a use in Felrusry 1849 from
England, I may sell it, but will report later,
Have you any objection? R

Ckay on the 5¢ 1847,

Hurriedly yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

August 8, 1956

Dear Stan,

This will reach you on yourvreturn from Norfolk,
Sure hope you had a good time, Don't bother to answer this
In a hurry for I know you will be busy catching upe I'm
going up with David fishing this week end and will be gone
a couple of days.

4 I am enclosing that stampless cover. Also the
5S¢ 1847« No hurry on either, is Doc Chase back from Europe ?

I don't remember what pther cover you say you
are "holding"anyway its 0. K. with me what ever you doe.

Hm 1s going to Florida for a couple of weeks I guess,
He sald he sent iou some magazine with a story of EM jr's
accident in it. I'd like to see this when you have read it.

Have not heard from the owner of the Cleveland covers
80 I think he must be awaye. He is a nice chap, one that I like to
help and do thingd for.

Jean's foot is better but it still bothers her,
We should all get away on a vacation but its so much trouble to start
and so much to do when we get home we have not done anything,

That Balasse story was a PIP, Maybee it sounds all right
in frenck but in English "she is a beaut",

No word from Capt Vogeley. He is probably in that mess
somewhere near Egypte I don't like that situation over there a
bite.

No stamp news here but I manage to keep busye. I may
have to go to Chicago sometime in September. If I do I may be
able to stop off in Cincinnati for a few hours either going
or comming home.

-~
Yours, .



Aug. 1].’ 1956.

Mry Ezra D, Cuiey
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ez!

Your registered of the 8th recelved with the stampless cover
to New York as per previcus advice and also the 5¢ 1847 sheet copys

First - re - the stamplesss I am going to put a price of $25,00
on this and offer it to a friemd, The chances are he will turn it down but
if so I will hold it for that price because I think it is worth it.

Re = the 5¢ "7, I want to make a further investigation of this
stamp, I want to be darn sure this is not some sort of a chemical changeling,
There are certain features I don't like a bit and thére are features that are
goody, I will advise you later,

I note you will be away fishing this weekend with David, I can
hardly imagine a finer companion, When I did a lot of fishing years ago Stan Jr,
was too young and now I am too damn old, I don't think I could land a two-pounder,

Yes, Chase is back from Europe and has been since the latter part of
may, I hear from m.m about. twice a week,

Re = the "other cover" of yours which I have been hold:l.ng. If my friend
takes the one you sent me then I will try him on the "ogher," I will send you
photos of each one later,

Yes, Im and Dorsey are leaving by train this afternoon for a little
Florida va.cation. I mailed you the Company mga.zine about Em Jr.'s accident several
days ago, Please mail it to Em,

Mildred and I were pleased to learn that Jean's foot is improving,
Give her our love,

Yes, Em it is nice to get away from stamps for a while but its a lot of
trouble preparing to leave and worse cleaning up after one returns, Stan kept us
on the go day and night while we were at Norfolk and the long trip home in the heat
wore us both out, We were a bit surprised to find Stan Jr, a bit fed up and very
doubtful about whether he will stay in, I had a long chat with the Captain of his
ship and he wants him to remain in the Service and has recormended him in the highest
terms, His time will be up around November lst, When he looks around and sees his
friends married and with nice homes and children, and making good money = well that's
the story.

Best regards.

Yours etc.,



Py

Aug. 17’ 1956.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N,Y,

Dear Egras

Yours of the 1lLth received.

If you make the trip to Chicago it would be nice if you
could arrange to come by this way and hetter still if you could have
Gore meet you heres Im Krug has nothing to do and time hangs heavy
on his hands, I feel sure he would be glad to run up and join us,

o I sent your 5¢ 47 up to Les Brookman to

_see what he thought of it, He was of the opinion it is not an orange

nor is it what the S,U.,S. calls the red orange, but is, in his opinion,

the "Wgﬁg. He did not think it is a c%’ cal changeling but
a natu¥@¥ color, Keep this confidential as it is ha fair to get

an opinion such as this and then to not treat 1t as confidential,

fint I am going to send the copy to Chase and get his opinion and
then I will send it to Perry, I wonder if I can get two to agree? What

did you actually think it is? The 5,U.S, lists orange and

%ﬁmﬂ" Do you know the colors to which they refer? do you own a

Ridgway book? Chase, in his 1916 article, gave p_r%pm as an 1847

color, He also gave sh ors as a color of 1850, and as 1851 colors =
' "MMB&%’E%%E ‘and "D, 8 o" He gave the Ridgway
readings of his year colors so with a copy of the Ridgway book one can

see the colors that Chase selected as year colors over LO years 2go,
; With regards -

Yours etcey
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Septe 55 19564

Mr. Elliott Pm’
P, O, Bax 333,
Westﬁ.e]d, N.J.

Elliott: oy TN

Here is an 1847 = 5¢ that I thought you would like to see.
I never saw a shade quite like this and therefore I am of the opinion
that this is not a matural, I am of the opinion this is some sort of
a "color changeling," I am aware that there are chaps who can furnish
a stamp in most any shade desired, I suppose in this case an effort
was made to make a copy of the SeUsS, "Red Orange."

I ham a very rine color transparency of the Slater-Ackerman
copy and it is aluost an exact color reproduction of the shade of this
stamps The ‘color of the enclosed copy is entirely différent,

You will reeall that Chase stated the 1850-1851 Orange came
from his "Plate g" which was supposedly put into use in the late 1850's.

copy is what he ealled a worn vlate but what I call a
"dirty pla‘be. * I believe the plate was cleaned and produced Chase's
"Plate 2" st

I enclose stamped addressed envelope for return,

Yours ete,;



The Sataart,

® P0. Bax 3@3

Bl o o

N o aw |%47 ba& M@

ﬁMMWm ,chua W“"“

&MVMMMMW

MW&m







ke - 44 156

SIDNEY D. HARRIS

United States and British Colonies Stamps

Telephone Prospect 3-8214 EXi’ERT APPRAISALS
AND EXAMINATIONS

162 GROVE ST., RUTLAND, VERMONT
LI SLVA.

July 16, 1956

Mre. Stanley Be Ashbrook
33 Ne Fort Thomas Ave,.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mre. Ashbrook:

If you are still giving opinions regarding United States
stamps, will you please advise your charge for the enclosed
copy of what appears to me to be a shade of #60 that would
emerge as & #70B, steel blue, if it were placed in Bengzene
for a short time.

Cordjaflly,

<
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Mre Sidney De HarriS,
162 Grove St.,
Rutland, Vermont.

Dear My, Harris:

Please pardon this tardy acknowled:ement
of yours of the 1l6th, enclosing the 24¢ 1861, which
I am returning herewith, I do not believe that this
stamp is a changeling (netural) of the 24¢ 1861
violet, that is, what I call the blue viclet or the
red violet, The steel blue changeling of the blue
violet is a distinctive color unlike this stamp, In
ny opiniony your stamp is "grayish" and I believe
fits very closely the S,U.S5. 78A, There is no denying
the facg that the elassifying of the colors of the
24¢ 1861 is in many cases rother difficult.

There is no charge for the above,
With kindest regards -
Sincerely yours,
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K. E. Keister
203 Belfield Ave
Elyria, Ohio
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July 17, 1956.

Mr, K. E. Keister,
' 203 Belfield AVQ.,
E]y!‘ia., OhiOQ

"~ Deayr Mr, Keister:

Herewith ym:mﬁ%_cg. cover with the two 5¢ Provisional
stamps, I have this cover very carefully and in my -
opinion, the stamps and cover are genuine, The ink pad which was
used by the Athens P,0, during the summer and fell of 1861 was of
very poor quality and it is not unusual to find very light strikes
of the postmark and grid such asg are on the enclosed cover, I
note that this use ws DEC 1L - surely 1861, I believe that both
stamps were hit by the grid tut the cancelation was sc light it
has practically faded out, :

The right stamp shows & poorly inked impression which gives
it the odd appearance tut as far as.l can see; the stamp is perfectly
okay otherwise, This cover shows the two types 1l and 2, The
rate from Athens to Richmond of 10¢ was correct December 1861,

The cover while genuine is not very attractive, hence I would
not reach high for it, You should be able to buy it at a price.

I have endorsed it on the back and my fee for the authentica-
tion is 84,00,

With kindest regards =

Sincerely yours,






omclimeds Po ot —. Iatr
o it o DEC 14 —-%b/







- Juek £, Molesmorth

102 Beacon Sireet

—

. (54 195 (
B

L OCIK

—

ALGISTERED

G40,41?

T3 U WA B WL

inley B, Ashbroo

(ﬁ)



—




0.S.A.
ARA.
BXAPS

ARS.
Y spa
C.O.N3.

A\

Jack £. Moleswnrth
Dl’\i'a’celic Deale-n dno Bro'-ge'r'

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

Dated 3381y 35 1956, . 20 r be s
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VF-Superb block of 8 (Retail $1850) Net| $1750J 00
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of $1850. Within the past month of so, Rust has seen it and showed
no interest tho I believe it is something he should have, Hill :
likewise showed no interest, and the reaction of several others to
whom I Offered it was the same. I have offered it by letter,
subject to prior sale, to several clients who have not yet replied,
When I had it originally I sent it to Paul Rbhloff at a price
of $2500 but he showed no interest in it. I intended to mention
it to him again since I have had it the 2nd time but have not yet
gotten around to it. I sent him some material today, but did not
mention it so he might be a good prospect for you if you can
talk him into buying it.

I have Never sold Mrs, Hanus anything, A Comment or
two from you as to the type of material she is interested in would
be appreciated,

I'm sending it to you at $1750 net which leaves
me $150 margin which would about cover the interest on the $2000
which has been owed me for quite a while now. Good luck and
Begqt regards,

S

B



July 5: 19560

Mr, Hemry W, Hill,
20-26 = 2nd St., South,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Henry:

Re = that Filstrup block of 8, It seems
that Molesworth scld this to Jack Dick and was
never paid., Molesworth is holding it against
the $2,000,00, I am wondering if I might be
able to get this for you if you really wanted
it, What would you be willing to pay for it?
Don't you think it would be a buy at $1,500,007

With best wishes =

As ever yours,




July 5, 1956,

ReD, #1,
Berwick; Pa,

Dear Mrs. Hanus!

I believe the largest known used block of the
5¢ 1856 is one of eicht with mamuscript cancel,
It is JH x 2V, This was originally a block of
eleven but three stamps were damaged and were cut
off, I have known this block for many years back
to the time it was discovered in St. Louls. By any
chance, would you b@ interested in acquiring it,
if it can be had at'an attractive price? I will
be gla*s to send you a large photograph.

With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



July 10, 1956.

iy

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Stey
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Re - the 5¢ 1856 block, I wrote one person who should be
interested in this item and inguired why he was not a prospect., His
reply was that the block is not at all pretty, in fact, not a bit
attractive, and that he had no desire to own it,

I wonder if the brown paper is what made it unattractive?
If so, I also wonder if the paper was white if it would not look very pretty?
I have heard of a way to restore a good part of the whiteness to paper which
has turned brown with age, Why do you suppose this paper is so brown? Could
it be that it is stained - because it was on a brown wrapping paper.

I tried to restore some 1861 paper that had turned brown with
ape by soaking the stamp in lemon juice and salt but with little success., Vhy
. not inquire of M,I.T. if they can suggest anything. Do you know Dr., Arthur
Davis? I believe he is a professor of chemistry at M,I,T, - If you do not
know him I will be glad to write him,

RegardS.

Yours GtCQ’



c Ju.'ly 2&-. 19560

Mr, Jack I, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,

Desr Jack:

I am returning herewith the 5¢ 1856 block as
I was not able to do anything with it at this time, I did
not offer it or mention it to Paul Rohlof'f tut if you would
like for me to take it up with him I will be glad to do so,

I wrote lMrs, Hanus about it but reeceived no
reply so 1 judge she is away on a trip somewhere, If she shows
interest later I will advise you,

Confidentially I think Henry Hill is the most
logical person to own this and perhaps in time maybe I can
persuade him that he should buz its I think it is a much
greater bargain than his prize Klep cover. I8 you know the
man in Switzerland who ran him up? It might ba that he would
be interesteit, Why not write him, ﬂgo how about the Weills?

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,




" CARLTON HILL

BENJAMIN H. SHERMAN
CHARLES F. MERONI
J. ARTHUR GROSS
DONALD J. SIMPSON

M. R. CHAMBERS
RICHARD J. SCHWARZ
ANTHONY R. CHIARA
JAMES VAN SANTEN
CHARLES M. LINDROOTH
RICHARD M. S. MANAHAN
LEWIS T. STEADMAN

FREDERICK E. PAESLER
EBEN O. McNAIR, JR.
HERMAN J. GORDON
JOHN H. SHERMAN
OTTO R. KRAUSE

VAN METRE LUND
LLOYD L.ZICKERT
HENRIETTE MERTZ
ROBERT A. SPRAY
ETHEL B. HARTMAN

HILL, SHERMAN, MERONI, GROSS & SIMPSON
THE SETRM OF CHARLES W. HILLS
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW
1414 MONADNOCK BUILDING
53 WEST JACKSON BLVD.

CHARLES W. HILLS, SR.1897-1950
CHARLES W. HILLS, JR.(913-1943
FOREE BAIN 1895-i928
ALEXANDER C. MABEE 19/1-1945

PATENT AND TRADE MARK
LAW EXCLUSIVELY

CABLE ADDRESS-HILLSFORD, CHICAGO
TELEPHONE HARRISON 7-7160

WASHINGTON OFFICE

MUNSEY BUILDING
1329 E STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 4, D.C.

CHICAGO 4

January 23, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

P.0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Rock, Arkansas and note your letter,
Mac you refer to but cannot seem to find 1it.

I have Just returned from the trial of a case at Little

I recall some article by
For your informa-

tion, in the MacBride sale of October 20, 1953, I purchased items

499, 500 and 504,

n )4,99

"500

"504

These items were described as follows:

From Europe to Marion, S.0., postmarked
Charleston, S.C, and handstamped "STEAM-SHIP"
in oval, and "12" Ms,, with notation "BLOCK-
ADE", and evidence of burned edges (Photo)

From Europe to Richmond, Va., postmarked
Wilmington, N.C. and handstamped "SHIP", and
"12" Ms,, with notation "SHIPS LETTER C.S.S.
FLORIDA, BERMUDA" (Photo)

Four covers from New Orleans by "Underground"
via Mobile to Augusta, Ga,, 1) 5c Green (#1),
cancelled Mobile, Ala, Oct. 15, 1863; 2) with
5¢ (#1) uncancelled; 3) with 10c (#11l) can-
celled Mobile, Ala, Mar, 29, 1864, endorsed:
For'd La, Com, at Mobile, on reverse; %) with
10c (#11) uncancelled. Very fine rare group
from famous Reynes Correspondence,"

I have already mounted these items in my collection for

exhibition, but if you are interested 1n seeing any of them, do
not hesitate to let me know and I will promptly send the same

on to you,



=D

I do not recall purchasing any other blockade cover
beslde these three items.

With best wishes to you and Mildred, I remain

Very sinpgerely,

CFM/dg -

P.S. I expect to leave for Florida the end of the month so I
would suggest that you write me as soon as you can,



More About Confederates

AN UNUSUAL BLOCKADE COVER

HILE all Confederate
blockade covers are ‘‘un-
usual” in the sense that

they are all rare, the one presented
in this article is unique in at least
one regard. To the best of this
writer’s knowledge, it is the only one
seen thus far on which a Confeder-
ate adhesive stamp was used to pay
the primary 10c postage rate. To
make this feature clear, let us re-
count briefly the characteristics of
Confederate Blockade Covers.

This term is generally applied to
those covers which came into the
Confederacy from FEurope on a
blockade runner ship. They were
carried as far as Bermuda or the
West Indies by foreign ships and
there they were transferred to block-
ade runners which slipped through
the blockade maintained by the
Union navy, into the ports of
Charleston, S. C., or Wilmington,
N. C. Letters sent out of the Con-
federacy to foreign points went by
this route in reverse, but as with one
or two possible exceptions* they
bore no Confederate stamps or post-
al markings, practically none of
them has been successfully identi-
fied. In passing, it might also be
noted that letters to and from the
Confederate States also occasionally

By VAN DYK MAC BRIDE

went through the ports of New Or-
leans, La., and Mobile, Ala., via
Cuba, as well as through Mexico.
Such letters succeeded in evading or
running the blockade maintained by
the Federal forces in the Gulf of
Mexico.

Covers which reached the ports of
Charleston or Wilmington from
abroad were doubtless originally en-
closed in other envelopes bearing
foreign postage, which took them as
far as the point of transfer to the
blockade runners where the en-
closures were sent on. The latter
bore no stamps and therefore were
“postage due” items. When the cap-
tain of the blockade runner delivered
his bag of mail to the Confederate
post office upon arrival, the letters
were then handstamped “SHIP” or
“STEAMSHIP” to indicate the
means by which they arrived. They
were then handstamped with the
dated town postmark of that place
and the postmaster noted on each
cover the amount of postage due.
This was 10c¢ for the primary Con-
federate postage rate, plus a 2c¢ fee
for the ship captain. Most blockade
covers therefore have a “12” written
on them, usually in pencil, or, if
overweight were marked “22,” or
“32,” and so forth. A very few such

Confederate Blockade Cover with 10c Confederate blue engraved stamp (Type |
Scott Zl1), canceled Wilmington, N. C., handstamped "SHIP", from abroad and
addressed to "Wilmington, North Carolina, Confederate States of America". (The

MacBride Collection)
458

December 17, 1955

covers have also been seen bearing
a Confederate adhesive stamp, but
almost invariably that was for pay-
ment of extra postage for forward-
ing the letter beyond its original ad-
dress.

In the case of the cover which
forms the reason for this article, the
following points will be noted. The
handstamped “SHIP” of the Wil-
mington post office is there, and the
Wilmington town postmark has been
used to cancel the stamp. A further
indication of its foreign origination
appears in that while it is directed
to “Wilmington, North Carolina,” it
also carries the full designation,
“Confederate States of America.”
Also, noted faintly in pencil in the
upper left corner appears “Ex Lee-
18-Paris.” This would appear to
indicate that the letter was “Ex”
(out of or arrived on) the blockade-
runner the “Robert E. Lee,” and
that the point of origination of the
letter was Paris, France. The mean-
ing of the “18” is obscure, but con-
ceivably may have had something to
do with the postage rate. This en-
dorsement was doubtless put on the
envelope after its arrival, either by
the Wilmington postmaster, or possi-
bly by the addressee, to indicate the
means by which it traveled, and the
point of its origination.

Incidentally this blockade runner
was originally the fast British pack-
et “Giraffe.” Purchased by Con-
federate agents in 1862 she was re-
named the “Robert E. Lee” and un-
der the famous Captain John Wil-
kinson she ran the Union blockade
safely 21 times in 10 months be-
tween December 1862 and October
1863. It was doubtless on one of its
later trips that this cover was car-
ried. Captain Wilkinson resigned
command of the “Lee,” and on a trip
from Bermuda to Wilmington under
command of a Captain Knox, the
vessel was captured on November 9,
1863, by a Union cruiser, the
“James Adger” and her daring life
as a blockade runner was brought to
an end.

The unique element in the case of

*See: “A Conlederate Cover to Eng-
land,” Van Dyk MacBride, STAMPS, April

22, 1950.

% STAMPS



Plate Numbers Issued and
Sent to Press

The following is a list of postage
Stamp plates sent to press for the first
time on the dates indicated during Sep-
tember, 1955:

J2¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C., 1954
Series, 400 Subjects, Sent to Press Sep-
tember 28, Plate Numbers 25263 and
25264.

3c Ordinary, Curved, E. E., 1954 Ser-
ies, 170 Subjects, Sent to Press Sept. 27
Plate Numbers 25218 and 25220. Ditto
Sent to Press Sept. 29, Plate Numbers
25221 and 25222.

3¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E. Reversed,
1954 Series, 170 Subjects, Sent to Press
Sept. 22, Plate Numbers 25156 and 25159.

3¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C., 1954
Series, 400 Subjects, Sent to Press Sept.
1, Plate Numbers 25200 and 25201. Ditto
Sent to Press Sept. 7, Plate Numbers
25202 and 25205. Ditto Sent to Press
Sept. 20, Plate Numbers 25206 and 25211.
Ditto Sent to Press Sept. 23, Plate Num-
bers 25212 and 25233. Ditto Sent to Press
Sept. 16. Plate Numbers 25229 and 25230.

3c Ordinary, Curved, E. E.,, 1954 Ser-
ies, 400 Subjects, Sent to Press Sept. 13,
Plate Numbers 25239 and 25240.

$1 Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C., 1954
Series, 400 Subjects, Sent to .Press Sept.
19, Plate Numbers 25237 and 25258.

$1 Postage Due, Curved, E. E. C., 1930
Series, 400 Subjects, Sent to Press Sept.
26, Plate Numbers 25243 and 25244.

The following is a list of numbers as-
signed to postage stamp plates during the
month of September, 1955:

Yc Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C., 1954
Series, 400 Subjects, Plate Numbers
25263 and 25264.

3c Ordinary, Curved, E. E. Modified
Design, 1954 Series, 400 Subjects, Plate
Numbers 25265, 25266, and 25268 through
25276 inclusive.

3¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E., 1954 Ser-
ies, 400 Subjects, Plate Number 25267.

2¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E. Modified
Design, 1954 Series, 400 Subjects, Plate
Numbers 25277 and 25278.

The title for six plates assigned for
ordinary postage stamps during July and
August, 1955, has been modified. In ac-
cordance with this change, the following
revised data are furnished for the six
plates:

3c Ordinary, Curved, E. E., Modified
Design, 1954 Series, 400 Subjects, Plate
Number 25236, Number assigned July
1955. Ditto the following which were as-
signed in August 1955: Plate Numbers
25256, 25259, 25260, 25261, and 25262.

The following is a list of postage
stamp plates cancelled on the dates indi-
cated during September, 1955 :

20c Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C., 1938
Series, 400 Subjects, Plate Number
24060, Certified May 13, 1949, Cancelled
September 6, with 967,391 Number of
Impressions.

15¢c Air Mail, Curved, E. E. C.,, 1947
Series, 200 Subjects, Plate Number 24505,
Certified January 9, 1952, Cancelled Sep-
tember 8, with 627,039 Impressions.
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3¢ Ordinary, Curved, E. E. C, 1954
Series, 400 Subjects, Certified May 4,
1954, Cancelled September 15, with Plate
Number 24957 having 957,769 Impres-
sions, and Plate Number 24958 with
957,770 Impressions. Ditto Plate Number
24950, Certified May 8, 1954, Cancelled
September 23, with 916,244 Impressions,
and Plate Number 24952, Certified April
22, 1954. Cancelled September 23, with
749,414 Impressions.

Pitney-Bowes Marks 35
Years of Metered Mail
HE 35TH anniversary of the

metered mail system originated by
Pitney-Bowes, Inc., was celebrated on

November 16, 1955, at the annua'l ban-
quet of the Owal Club, honor society of
employes of the company of ten or more
years' standing. A production model of
the first postage meter was on display,
and senior vice president William F.
Bernart was the principal speaker.

Special pins were awarded to those
whose service records reached a total
of 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, or 10 years durin_g
the past twelve months. Special recogni-
tion was given eight men still actively
employed after thirty-five years: Ed-
ward H. Brown; Frank Cotrone; James
Ginise, Sr.; Alfred G. Kanzler; Carl C.
Lund; K. J. Petrowski; Walter H.
Wheeler, Jr., president; and James H.
Woaod.

35¢ per pkg.
Use this ad for
order form if

JORDAN MARSH CO. — Boston
HALLE BROS. — Cleveland
RICH'S — Atlanta

116 West 32nd Street

P M PROTECTIVE MOUNTS
@< PROTECT AND BEAUTIFY YOUR STAMPS

A clear crystal “window” using the same grade of ce:llu-
lose acetate as that used in preservation of precious
records in the Library of Congress is backed by a care-
fully-selected black paper which will not mark or dis-
color your stamps. The pressure-sensitive adhesive used
insures that the mount will stay on your album page.

A great variety of sizes and shapes are available—we

ish. 5
A list only— a few.
SINGLES
No. Quantity
Per Pkg. Requested
A Standard U. S. Single (20th Century), Miscellaneous Foreign. . D SR A )
Al Large U. S. Single (19th Century), Miscellaneous Foreign. . . ... O P e N
A2 Commemorative, Special Delivery, Miscellaneous Foreign. . . ... O ) gl R L
A3 Famous Americans, Miscellaneous Foreign............coeeu..n 200 P e
BLOCKS OF 4
B Standard Block of 4 for U. S. (20th Century) . ......c..oouu... 0. [ RS e
B2 Standard Block of 4 Commemoratives or Special Delivery...... B e a0 Al Sl
B3 Standard Block of 4 Famous Americans. ................ = I s oo
B4 Standard Block of 4 Narrow Airpost. .......c.couveuu. A R S e
B5 Standard Block of 4 Pan American, Pan Pacific, ete I RPN AT
PLATE BLOCKS OF 4
(o] FlagNarme Blockofidr. & sl 36 avsle it ol yta Bl Moy sib i ars vorslin B o e
CA Plate Block of 4 for Standard Single (20th Century) . RERETERRE 8 ¢ e
2 Plate Block of 4 Commemorative, Special Delivery, Airpost. . . . (SRR 0 s e
C3 Plate Block of 4 Famous AmeriCans. .. cveveereransranasianns R s i b
PLATE BLOCKS OF 6

DA Plate Block of 6 U. S. Postage, Side Plate (20th Century)...... Breirs v Spn e
DAA Plate Block of 6 U. S. Postage, Top and Bottom (20th Century) Bt g A

DA2 Plate Block of 6 Commemorative, Special Delivery, Airmail :
BEACOITIOTC e s Sl eTolarers s sl oTa sl b ol eialo iys im o /e a Wb slatatonn O s = 5 Qrale et iatetes
DA4 Plate Blocks of 6 Narrow Airpost, Side.......ccovvvvnernnrannn I R P S SO L0

and many, many others. Send for free sample.

in the Collector's Stamp and Coin Depts., these famous stores

GIMBELS
NEW YORK; WESTCHESTER; MILWAUKEE; PHILADELPHIA

MARSHALL FIELD & CO.— Chicago
JOSKE BROS. CO. — San Antonio
THE J. L. HUDSON CO. — Detroit
WOODWARD & LOTHROP — Washington, D. C.

MINKUS PUBLICATIONS, INC.

KAUFMANN'S — Pittsburgh

New York 1, N. Y.
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By F.E. Metcalfe
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RITISH COMMON WEAL

IS

7 Leather Lane, Liverpool 2, England
Editor, Commonwealth Catalogue of KGVI and QEIl Stamps

O far as British Commonwealth stamps
are concerned it is not often that

those of Britain itself take the limelight,
but they are certainly in the forefront
just now, and it’s all as a result of water-
marks, those varieties which puzzle the
layman almost as much as perforation
varieties.

To recapitulate briefly, for the benefit
of those who know nothing of what has
been previously explained, Queen Eliza-
beth had intimated that, while she did
not want any changes made which would
entail extra expense, she did prefer as an
emblem the design of the crown known as
St. Edward’s to that of Tudor.

On British postage stamps, as well as
those for most of the colonies, the crown
portion of the watermark has been hither-
to of the so-called Tudor pattern and as a
new dandy roll has become a necessity,
owing to the old one wearing out, the
shape of the crown has been changed to
fall in with the Queen’s wishes. Already
the 24d, 1d, 134d, 2d, 2%d, 5d and 10d
stamps of Britain have appeared with the
new watermark; hence the excitement
amongst British collectors, for don’t for-
get, it is not often nowadays that any-
thing new comes our way, so far as the
home country’s stamps are concerned.

Incidentally any collectors in possession
of the latest edition of the Common-
wealth Catalogue of QE Stamps can see
how the designs of the crowns differ if

they will turn to page 84. There they will
find illustrations of the two cyphers used
on stamp booklets. The first cypher
shows roughly the design of the Tudor
crown; the second (now in use) that of
St. Edward’s. The watermarks are not
quite like that. For instance, in the case
of the latter there is a wavy line running
through the middle of the crown, but the
outer lines are similar, and the two water-
marks can be distinguished if this is borne
in mind.

Well, the chase does not begin and end
with the changed stamps themselves. As
a matter of fact, booklets are providing
more of a run, for we are getting com-
binations of panes of stamps of the two
watermarks. Take for instance, the 5/-
booklet. This contains two panes of six
of the 214d, and one each of the 2d, 1%4d,
1d and ¥4d values, and already sixteen
variations have been found, in the book-
lets dated September, 1955. All the panes
of the %4d stamp are, I believe, of the old
“Tudor” watermark, but the rest of the
values may be of one or the other of the
crowns, and as a matter of fact, in some
of the booklets, you can find one pane
of the 2%4d “Tudor” and the other “St.
Edwards.”

In the 2/6 booklet dated August, 1955,
some have the 1d pane (the one with the
three stamps and three labels) with the
new “St. Edward,” and goodness only
knows what other variations will turn

Ed B3

BRITISH COLONIALS

superb mint and used condition

§ Every two weeks we issue a ten page list of offers of these attractive
stamps. Included are all the latest releases of the QUEEN ELIZABETH
issues as well as hundreds of reasonably priced offers of single stamps
and sets of QUEEN VICTORIA to KING GEORGE VI

All offers are listed both by SCOTT and GIBBONS and the more recent
issues by COMMONWEALTH as well.

May we place your name on our mailing list?

s

{ Join our NEW ISSUE SERVICE—increasing numbers of U. S. collectors
] are enjoying its advantages. Shades, perforation changes etc. are optional,
in fact it is adaptable to your own particular requirements.

Brochure free on request

E. S. JAMES

APS Rustington—Sussex CPS
14814 England 3229
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up. My firm alone has examined over
2,000 of each (the great charm of this
search is that any booklets not required
can be broken up and the contents used
ior postage, without any loss, for booklets
are sold at face by the post office, the
cost of making them up being covered
by the revenue from advertisements,
which they all contain), but that doesn’t
amount to many when it is considered
that millions of booklets are made and
sold each month.

As for the stamps of the Common-
wealth itself, October has not been a
particularly fruitful month. New Zea-
land issued the yearly “Health” set, this
year consisting of three stamps. South
Adrica had a pair of commemoratives to
honor the centenary of Pretoria; North
Borneo the $2 with the Queen’s por-
trait replacing that of the late sovereign
(all in time to be included in the new
Commonwealth Catalog), and three new
printings of colonial stamps, only one of
which, that for Bahamas, producing any-
thing new. In the latter case the 2/- is
quite a nice shade variety, for the center
is of a deeper orange brown, and the 2/6
has the center of a jet black compared
with the brownish black or gray of the
original.

I received a quite interesting letter
recently from the British Colonial Office,
the contents of which may be recounted
to those who collect British West Indian
stamps. It may be remembered that
some time ago, that fine little magazine
the “West Indian Philatelist” printed a
story that supplies of the Jamaica £1
stamp with the portrait of the Queen had
been in the island for a couple of years,
but owing to the fact that there was a
stop on new definitive stamps, unless the
corresponding value had been in issue for
six years, the new stamps could not be
put on sale. That point was manifestly
wrong, for if there had been such a
rule, there would have been no change
when it was authorized in the first place.

However, that was just one tiny por-
tion of the story. It was also told that
a sheet of this “QE” £1 stamp was sold
in error, but the Post Office got it back,
before any were used or got into the
hands of collectors, who certainly would
not have disgorged, and who could have
blamed them, for they would have been
quite within their rights to hang on.

Now the Colonial Office admits that
such a sheet was sold, but they say that
the Post Office recovered it intact. They
also make another very interesting com-
ment: “A supply of the current £1 stamp
was ordered by the Jamaican authorities
with a portrait of Her Majesty replacing
the late Sovereign. It was subsequently
decided, however, to introduce a com-
plete new issue of postage stamps and
since it was considered undesirable to
issue a new stamp for a short period only,
particularly such a high value (the italics
are mine) the stamps with the changed
Royal portrait were not released.”

The sale to collectors alone would
have amounted to over ffty thousand
pounds, yet the Colonial Office (which
rules all these things and not the Crown
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this cover is the use of the Confed-
erate stamp and the omission of the
usual manusecript notation of the
amount of postage due. How did
the stamp come to be there at all,
and did the ship captain collect
his 2¢ fee in this case? The answers
to those questions must necessarily
be theoretical, but here is this writ-
er’s opinion. It is known that many
letters were personally entrusted to
the care of the ship captain and
these were not included in the regu-
lar ship’s mail. Such covers would
be posted by the captain upon ar-
rival and thus would be exempted
from the 2c¢ “ship fee,” and this
cover may well have been one of
those. Or, it might have been brought
in by some friend of the sender, a
passenger or a crew member, and in
any such case it traveled “out of the
mails.” Taken directly to the Wil-
mington post office the 10¢ stamp
might have been purchased there,
but probably it had previously been
attached to the cover by the sender,
from supplies already in his pos-
session. It is well known that many
agents and sympabhizers abroad had
supplies of Confederate stamps, and
that others were often sent over to
family members and friends. This
seems the most likely explanation
for this 10c stamp, as otherwise it
would have been necessary to buy
only a 2c¢ stamp at the Wilmington
post office to pay the “drop” rate for
a letter to a local address. There-
fore when this letter reached the
post office the postmaster cancelled
the 10c¢ stamp, put on his “SHIP”
handstamp, and probably made the
notation in the upper left corner re-
ferred to above. Then it stayed
there in the Wilmington post office
until the addressee called and got it.

Truly an “unusual blockade cov-
er,” and one more example of the
never ending charm and interest to
be found in the study and collecting
of Confederate covers.

Stamps Help Finance
a Hospital

IVE years ago Frederick R. Hazard,

formerly connected with the Stamp
Shop of Providence, R. I., convinced the
trustees of the South County Hospital,
Saunderstown, R. I., that a stamp project
could be conducted on a profitable basis
and help finance the hospital.

Since that time the project not only got
under way but proved to be an enormous
success, particularly because the mixtures
which they are offering have unusually
good contents. In fact, they have not
heen able to get enough stamps to meet
demand, and have had to offer their
mixtures as available in limited quanti-
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ties only. Such an advertisement ap-
peared on page 326 of our issue of Nov.
19, 1955, with foreign mixtures weighing
about seven ounces and from many coun-
tries at $1.00; and U. S. mixtures, with
all ordinary Ic, 2¢, and 3c removed, also
of seven ounces, $1.00. They also had
a special offer of ten U. S. mixtures
from two different batches of mixtures
for $8.00. All proceeds go to help finance
the South County Hospital.

The stamps in the mixtures are con-
tributed by individuals and firms all over
the country. The material is dumped
onto a work table and volunteer crews
go through it, separating U. S. from for-
eign, removing precancels, perforated
initials, torn and damaged stamps, etc. A
number of firms with extensive foreign
business furnish exceptionally good for-
eign stamps, including a lot of air mail
issues and stamps that run up into the
higher denominations.

However, they are in great need of
additional sources of supply, particularly
persons located overseas, or who are
in a position to receive considerable mail
franked with foreign stamps. They have
some excellent foreign buyers, wholesale
dealers who can actually buy by the ton

if Mr. Hazard can manage to get con-
tributions to meet such quantities. Re-
cently they shipped 1,446 pounds to such
an overseas buyer, representing in the
neighborhood of four million stamps, but
it took approximately six months to
accumulate that much.

If you have an accumulation of old
stamps, or if you are in a business that
has a large correspondence, you would be
aiding a good cause by becoming one of
the regular contributors of stamps to the
Hospital. Send your contributions to
F. R. Hazard, Manager, Stamp Depari-
ment, South County Hospital, Saunders-
town, Rhode Island.

L ]

Canal Zone Handbook

EMBERSHIP Handbook No. 3 of
the Canal Zone Study Group con-
tains an article by Rudolph B. Weiler
which is an original study of the Canal
Zone First Issue on Cover, based on the
author’s outstanding collection which
won a first award at the Washington
Jubilee Exhibition, October 20-23, 1955.
There is also an article by George W.
Brett on Canal Zone Essays and Proofs,
which first appeared serially in the
Essay-Proof Journal in 1951.

hammer.

with convenient order form 25c.

6 West 48th Street

One of the 836 attractive lots from
Caspary Sale Two

- - AT PUBLIC AUCTION - -

The “Alfred H. Caspary’’ Gollection-Sale Two
Monday-Wednesday, January 16, 17, 18
UNITED STATES, GENERAL ISSUES 1847 to 1857-61

As with any section of the Caspary United States, the General Issues from
1847 through 1857-61 are the finest of their kind ever to come under the

A magnificent full-art 200 page catalogue has been prepared, illustrating
practically every item offered, and may be obtained for $1. (refunded to
purchasers). List of prices realized $.75.

Alternatively, the complete series of 16 Caspary catalogues, including the
Postmasters’ Provisionals sold November 15th for $225,340, can still be obtained
at $15 (refunded to purchasers); Lists of Prices Realized $10. the series.
New York City sales tax extra to residents.

Four color brochure describing contents and dates of each auction, together

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The World’s Leading Stamp Auctioneers

SEE PAGE 456 FOR COMPLETE H. R. HARMER AUCTION SCHEDULE.

New York 36, N. Y.
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Jan, 9, 1956,

My, Cherles F, Meroni,
1,1), Monadnock Eldg.,
Chica;o 4y 11,

Dear Chuck:

MacPride in a recent issue of Stamps wrote an
article sbout a Confed "Blocade cover" - Mag wrote
me in reply to my query that this was in a Fox Sale
(recent) and that "C/M."™ bought it. T am wondering
if you were the buyer &md if so will you please loan
the cover to me?

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

January 6th, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Stan:

Have you received, or are you going to get any bids
for the Caspary sale and what are you going to do about them?
Cean I help you?

If you look at that copy of the December 28th issue
of "Stamps" and read the story you will find that MacBride's
explanation 1s rather lame.

Of course I cannot tell whether that "ship" mark
looks good or note It would only be a question of judgment.
Any way I don't like its looks. Add to that the fact that the
cancellation on the stamp is messy looking and does not look
right, all of which makes three reasons that make me suspicious,

You can tell some things from a photograph but try-
ing to be an expert looking at a newspaper story is something
that I don't propose to do. However as you well know a cover may
leve some one thing that is wrongwhich does not necessarily condemm
it but when there are two or three things which do not look right
and don't add up then I just get very suspicious,

Mrs Dale has not answered my letter. She probably
will not.

Sincerely,

EDC:mkl




From the desk of
MR. VAN DYK MAC BRIDE

To 5.,B,Ashbrook

Dear Stan:

That blockade cover which I wrote up in
STAMPS of December 17th, was sold in the
John Fox - APS auction at Norfalk, Va, on
Sept, 23rd last. According to my notes
it sold for $130. to "C,M,", - who I
think is Chuck Meroni, A photo of the
cover appears in the Fox catalog of that
sale which you douctless have,

I studied the item a long while before
deciding that it was a genuine, if most
unusual, blockade usage, I'll be glad
to have your further opinions on it, at
any time,

Regards!

P
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744 BROAD STREET
NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY

January 6th, 1956,

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Ave, ,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky,

Dear Stan:

Its 0,K, with me to have you send copies of your reply to my recent letter
re scruggs, to the C,S5,A, officers and other interested parties. I agree with sub-
stantially all that you say regarding the man, and his conduct is of course wholly
indefensible, I just got the idea that it might suffice to accept his resignations
as an officer of the C,S.A, and the S.P,A., for the present, Then if there was a
recurrence of his misbehavior these/SOc&eties could 1nstantly expel him fwmember-
ship, ’ ) S

It is my con51dered'dp1n10n that the S,P.&, should \be the one to take the
lead in expelling hin fyaM membership, as his latest and greatest offense was at the
Louisville meeting of that/ society. Seruggs was careful to conduct himself with the
greatest propriety at thé Nerfolk meetlng‘of the C,5 A,, and his only direct offense
against us was drunkenneSS ‘at the Rlchmond meetlng the prev1ous year, Therefore, if
the S, P.A. would expel him wé would have an obV1ous excuse and reason.to do llkew1sg)
for that reason alone, ; X

As it is, further action in /the/ present case is entirely up to the boards
of officers of the two societies; and speaking solely for myself let me state that
I will go along with whatever ‘the. magorlty may decide to do,

Warmest personal negards. %

M{:LCB/HK

c.c,* G,N, Malpass
T,W, Crigler,dr,
Earl Antrim
L.L.Shenfield
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Mr. Van Dyk MacBride,
7“ Broad sﬁo’
Newark 2, Nod,

Dear Mac:

I am sending copies of the enclosed letter
to officers of the C4Se4A. and to such people as I
think are interested. I put this on the Ditto
machine to save the trouble of making two copies,

Re = your article in "Stamps" of Dec. 17th.
I wonder if this is really a "Blocade cover?" Are
you sure? Do you own it? If so, can I see it?
I believe your are right but there are certain
features which disturb me, :

Yours ete.,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

December 28th, 1955

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:

Did you see Van Dyk MacBride's story
in "Stamps" issued December 17th? I think
that is a phony cover,

Sincerely,

EDC smkl Ez;a -« Cols,

merry Céridtmad ﬂappg Wew year
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July 14, 1956,

Mr, Howard Lehman,
119 West 7lst St.,
New York 23, N,Y.

Dear Howards

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of the 1llth with return
of the Stark covers and checks of $42,00, Thanks very much, I am sorry
there were not more in the lot that you could use,

Howerd, believe me when I tell you that I have sold all the fine
Stark material, that is, so far as I am aware, I believe that all the fine
things were sent down to me in the first lots, Naturally the prices put on
all the material are retail prices, not wholesale, consequently if they are
. too high for you what can I do? I can sell all the material I have on hand,
believe it or not,

stand my position, I like to do iness with you and only wish that I had
nothing but superb material to offer you and at wholesale prices so you could
make a lot of money on it, '

I am merely repeatm&i~§he above so that you will thoroughly under-

*

When you gave me such a sob story as you did over the phone can
you blame me if I thought your lihe of talk was d ? You are a darn
good salesman but I wonder if that line was good onestly do you? Think it
over, You know darn well that the bottom of the market is not going to drop
out of the philatelic market,

Repards =
Cordially yours,



July 1k, 1956,

Mr, Howard Lehman,
119 West 71st St,.,
New York 23, N,Y.

Dear Howard:

- This will acknowledge receipt of the two ccpies, off cover, of
the One Cent 1851, viz,, my old 7RI1E as pictured in Vol, 1 of my One Cent
book, page 119, Fif, 15X and the single type "IB," (?) 8R1E, I don't

think much of this copy as it is badly cut at the left bottom and thus the
"IB" feature destroyed, I would not recormend a person pay over £$25,00 to
$50400 for such a copy, The fact is this is an 8RIE but it is not a Type IB
but rather it was a Type IB before the scissors destroyed the type, Some=
thing that was is certainly not something that is, Any One Cent type mst
show t « If the feature has been destroyed thru cuts o perfs the
stamp is longer the type it was. This for your information,

I find that my prospect is on a2 fishing trip but will be back at
his desk by the middle of next week, I will advise you regarding the %E
Just as soon as I can contact him, In the meantime I am returning the .
No wonder Mort did not want it,

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



. oraa 3817
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Mr. HOWARD LEHMAN
119 West 71st Street
NEW YORK (23) N.Y.
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HOWARD LEHMAN

119 WEST 71ST STREET NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

July 11, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrooke
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I am very sorry that you misunderstood my conversation with you last
night a little bit. I certainly don't want to discourage you from
sending me future items, but I did mean to convey that I cen sell
fine stamps and covers at excellent prices to collectors, but I cannot
sell too much of the average material such as you just sent me. The
items that you sent are cheap, but even if they were 20% cheaper, my
people don't want +this grade. They would much rather pay double
Catalogue for an item than one-third Catalogue. I hope that this
clears the situation and that I have not in any way discouraged you.

I am enclosing two stamps. The original copy which is pictured in
your famous book as the only dark shade the 7R1E vhich you have
ever seen, and the other is a type 1B with a red cancellation,

The price on the 7R1E is $1100.00 (Eleven-hundred dollars) and the
8R1E is $150.00 (One-hundred-and-fifty dollars). You can have either
or both of these.

I am also enclosing some checks for some covers which I have sold at
exactly your price to me and, therefore, I did not make lﬁ profit on
theme.

I feel very sure that Harold Stark must have had a few more items of
a little better grade and, if you find the time, please try and send
them to me.

I have quite & few off-cover 5¢ and 10¢ 1847's in varying degrees of
condition, and should you need any, or some of your friends, I will be
glad to send them to you. '
With kindest personal regards, and please give my best to Mildred,

I anm,

Sir}o‘,ﬁ/ely s




July 23, 1956.

My, H, Schuyler Cole,
% The Proctor & Gamble Co.,

Bldg. »
6th & Yain St.,
Cineinnoti, Ohioe

Dear Mr, Cole:

As per our phone conversation of
yesterday I am enclosing herewith the One Cent
1851 = Type I - 7RIE, and I trust that it meets
with your approval,

My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,
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My, Ezra D, COle’
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Egzra:

Herewith the three covers and the 5¢ 1847 as per yours of the 18th,
Thanks for ancther shot at the 3¢ '57 plus 1¢ 757 at Cleveland, I sent Perry
a poor photo and he says it is a Carrier, Had I said it was a Carrier he would
have insisted that it was a prepaid Way, So there you are and take your choice,
Bear the following in mind = Prepaid Way covers = 3¢ plus 1¢ = are rare, because
few persons ever prepaid a Way cover, If this was a Carrier cover it would be
to the Cleveland P,0, If they had such a system (and Perry says they did) then
one would suppose a lot of people put mail in letter~boxes with 3¢ plus 1¢ « Why
don't we see more if this was the case? I have never seen but one 3¢ 157 plus 1l¢
and only two 3¢ "6l plus 1¢, What do you think? Further, in those days, Cincinnati
was much bigger than Cleveland but I have never seen a Cincimnati 3¢ plus 1¢ -
either 1857 or 1861 stamps, If Perry wents to illustrate this cover in his book
would the owner have any objection?

Re = the steamboat coverss FEz; I have no reason to doubt that both of
these are genuine, I have a record and tracing of a cover from Marquette, Mich, in
August 1856 to Elyria, Ohic, with two 3¢ 1851 and this same S5,B, marking, I feel
sure that both yowr covers are genuine,

Re - the 5¢ 1847, This looks much too good to be true, Of course, the
red grid may have some influence but I doubt if very much, I hesitate to pass on
this because I wonder if someone made it? If it is okay it sure is a darn good ex~-
ample of the S,U,S, "RED CRANCE," It sure is more red orange than orange, I would
like to send this to Chase and find out what he thinks,

Mildred and I are leaving Saturday July 28th for Norfolk, Va, to see
Stan 9r.'s ship return from their European training cruise, We will probably not

be back home before about the 7th or &th of August, If you want to return it at that
time I will be glad to discuss it with Chase, :

7\
s
b

i Re - the stampless as per rrint, I think I know a man who would like to
7. have this cover, If you will sell, put a price on it and I will ask him what I

8 think he should pay. I might decide to keep it myself, At any rate, I would like
i to mke a new photo of it and I might use it in my Service Issue,

Again re - the 5¢ '47, The blue looks like a blue "10" -~ maybe this
was used at Ealtimore,

.4 =

J : E Re = the Bennington, Vt., It does seem improbable that the P,0, there
s would use a "67" logo in May, June and August 1868 but Perry says that is the only
|

\

thing that could have happened. An 1867 use for the three covers is impossible,

Under separate cover, I am sending you a translation of the Balasse

s article, They charged me $27,00 to translate this (Cinefrmati Berlitz School of

& La.nguag;.). The article is not worth reading - a lot of silly hog-wash, (whatever
that is),

Again re - the Cleveland S,B. covers, Apperently not a great deal of



#2. &'- Ezra D, Cole = J\lly 23’ 19560

mail cé.me in by steam vessels at Cleveland so a metal stamper could have lasted
20 years or much longer. That black ink looks perfectly good to me. An intense
black,

If Captain Vogeley is still at Norfolk, I will have Stan get in
touch with him so that we can meet him, Did I ever write you tjmt Stan had an
awfully nice visit with him last Spring? !

With regards -

Yours ete,,

PySe=llow is Jean? Did her ankle get okay? @ive her our best,
: » 4
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this rececipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter,

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2
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: : Mg, 11, 1956,

Mr, L, Ge Brookman,
103 Loeb Arcade,
5th & Hemnepin,
Minneepolis 3, Minn,

Dear Lem:

i I am enclosing herewith a 5¢ 18,7 that has been submitted t6 me
and before I return it I thought you might like to see 1t, and study it.
You will note that =

1) It is a most unusual color,
2) It is a dirty plate impression,

Now, here are some quéries:

1) Do you think this is a natural color or is it some monkeyw-
business, viz.; a ghemical chengeling? Did some Zareski make this or is it a
natural?

2) If it is a natural, how would you class it? Would you classify
it as an grange or what the 5,UsS, calls a "red orange?"

It is my theory that the plate must have been cleaned early in 1850,
For example, I was recently shown a cover used as I recall (offhand) in April
1850, It had a stamp with a fine impression, unlike the stamps we see on covers
used in 1847 or early in 18,8, The impression was fresh but the design lines
were a bit "fuzzy" 8 In other words, what we both would classify as an impression
from the cleaned plate,

The enclosed copy shows a very what Chase called a "worn
plate," My query to you is this = If this is a nmatural color, what about this
impression? Vere any stamps printed in this color before the plate was cheaned?

Doc stated that the did not appear until the latter pirt of 1850, Examine
this stamp carefully and let me know what you think about it, I may send it down
to Doc and put the same questions up to and on second thought I may send it

down to E, Perry and get his reactfon, It would be nice to have the opinions of
all four of us =« Do you have any objection? I will keep your opinions and comments
confidential,

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

August 13, 1956

Stanley R. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
This in answer to yours of the 1llth.

(1) I do not think this is a chemical changeling.
I rather imagine that if any color changes have occured
on this stamp they are due to time and would not be a
lightening of color but rather would be, if any changes
have occured, tend to have very slightly darkened the
stamps A peroxide bath might brighten it very slightly
although I actually do not see any evidence that it is
"oxidized" or "sulphated". I do not think it has had any
unnatural treatmemt other than the possibility that it

may have had a perozide bath and this is considered legitimate

as far as I know.

(2) I do not think it is either an orange or a red
orange--in fact, I say it is not.

I believe this stamp 1s a brownish orange and that it
was printed AFTER the plate had been cleaned but had again
become dirty. It would be my guess that this stamp was
printed sometime in the last quarter of 1850. The last
printings of the stamp were simply terrible, as of course
you know, and certainly were not in the shade of this stamp.

I would be glad to have my opinion compared with Chase,
Perry and yourself and my only thought in this is that I
consider that I am in the fastest company that could be
assembled. This &s about like putting a 2.20 hosse in with
Dan Patch but it does give an added starter to the rare!
Even if my opinions should differ from those of all of you
I have no objection to your making them known to the others.
I've never had any delusions of grandeur when it comes to
my opinion of my opinions!

Sincere regards,



huge 17, 1956

Mr, Lo Ge Brookman,
102 Loeb Arcade,
5th & Henmepin,
Minneapolis 3, Mimn,

Dear Lest

Thanks very much for yotirs of the 13th, with the return of the
5¢ 1847. I was pleased to obtain your opinion and I am sure it will prove
helpful, I was of the opinion that if the stamp is a natwral color =(no
monkey=business of any kind), that it what the S,U,S, lists as the RED ORANGE,
and of course a print from the _d_%v_%a_t_g. Inagmch as I am of the opinion
that the plate was cleaned early 1850, then this (if a natural color) was
a print from the dirty plate, Further, for years the 5,U,S, listed xu%mg
and had I been shown this copy when such 2 lis ting was made, that I have
pronounced this as an "orange," providéd it was a natural color, Unfortunately
I have no way to prove that a stamp such as this is a natural colér and I would
hate to go out on a limb and pronounce a faked shade as a natural,

I have a Ridgway book and by referring to it I can obtain a very
fine idea of how Chase read his "year colors" of the 5¢ over 40 years ago,

I am today sending the copy to Doc requesting his opinion,
Naturally Doe has no reference material but he still has his Ridgway book (I
suppose), I am anxious to get his opinion and I will advise you regarding same,
I also, (as I wrote you) intend to send it to E, Perry, It is a thousand to one
he will not agree with any of us, Ve never agree on any subject any more, My
only chance to ever learn as much as Perry is to live to be at least 200 years
and I see little chance of that at present,

Aga.in thanks,

As ever,



Aug. 17, 1956 °

Dr, Carrcll Chase,
R.F.D‘ l’
Milford, N.He

Dear Docs

Here is a 5¢ "7 that turned up recently which I thought
you would like to see, I think the color is most umusual and I doubt
if I ever saw a shade that mafiched it, This mede me wonder if this
could pessibly be some chemical changeling made by some faker, Take a
good look at this stamp under a strong Ehass and let me know what you
think, Would you class this as an e or what the S,U,S, calls the
ey that is, if it is a natural color, I made a color slide of
this copy and if you would like to have one I will be glad to supply.

Note the impression = what we used to call the worn plate
but such are from a dirty condition of the plate rather than a worn state.
It is my belief that the plate was cleaned as early as Mareh 1850 but of
course I may be wrong, If thance I am correct then this stamp must
have been printed early in 1850, If it is a natural color then early in
1850 seems a bit out of place for this shade,

With best wizhes -

As ever yoursy



R, CARROLL CHASE
R.F.D. 1, MILFORD,
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Aug, 26‘ 1956,

ReFaDs 1, :
Iwm‘d’ N.H.

Dear Docs

Mildred and I were up in Michigan most of last week and I
found yours of the 20th on my returns Thanks very mich for your corment
on the 5¢ 47,

Re = worn plate Vs dirty plate, I have never been able to find
more than 8 corner positions = I have plated them all « have never found
two different 10L or 10R, hence surely only one plate of 200, You will ree
call how covers used in the last half of 1850 and in 1851 show stamps with
fine impressions, How can we account for such if there was only one plate?
I believe the worn plate copies of late 1849 and early 1850 were not worn -
plate but from a dirty condition of the plate, The brown ink was from a clay
lky substance that filled in the engraved lines and gave the ap=
wwear, The plate was never worn but very dirty from the
sticky ink, When it was cleaned in 1850 it again pr ed the fine impressions
of late 1850 and 1851, As I value your opinion above all others I do not ecare
to be in disagreement with you upoh any subject, '

It was positively eold up in Michigan last week and we were glad
to return home where we could be warm,

With all good wishes -
| Cordially yours,



Mr, L, G, Brookman,
103 Leeb Arcade,
5th & Hennepin,
Minneapolis 3, Mimn,

Dear lLes:

Mldred and I were up in Michigen most of last week and it
was really cold, Probably snow up in yowr cold spot, )

Doe returned the 5¢ '47 and it was his opinion the color
' was patural and that it is (in his words) = "A fair or t

ww." He seemed to think the red and blue cancels
"don't help any." Do you own a ? I believe this stamp matches
the Ridghay reading that Doc gave In his 1916 article of his "ORANGE," My
guess is, %ﬁt at that time, he classified certain exceptional colors as
orange but that in the present day, certain of us, would not call such stamps
orange.

Doc also mentioned in his letter that he did not agree with our
theory te Vs tce He seems to 'still believe that what we call
DIRTY coples are from a badly worn plate, In my reply, I attempted to
explain gur theory, Note my use of "our," It 1s "ours" by my adoption of your
theory and which I believe is 1007 correct, However, I am conscious that Chase
1s a very profound student of "impressions" and I have such high regard for any
opinion by jim that I go very slow in questioning same, With Perry it is differ-
ent, His brain surely rattles, as Chase claimed 30 years ago,

I am enclosing a separate letter which please destroy,
With best wishes =

As ever,



'Sept. 29, 19%6.

Mr. Ezra D, Cole,
Nyacky N.Yo

Dear Fgzra:

. Perry returned the 5¢ %47 and in his opinion,
the stamp iz the "red oranse.,” I am still a bit
dubious 'that it is a natural eoclor but Chase,
Brookman and Perry :sre all in agreement it is the
red orange so I have signed it on the back &s suche
1 did not pay Perry a fee so I request that you do
not mention to anyone that this stamp had been passed
upon by the above trio. If you do not sell it send
it to me and I will see what I ean do,

‘- ‘Regards,
Yours etc.,

P,S,~That 30¢ 1860 in the Herst sale last night in
Cincimnati sold at 2180.00 - opening bid by book -~ no
floor bid - This "low price" in spite of the fact it
has a P,F, certificate, I'1l bét Herst bought this
from Zareski and that it belongs tc him.




EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

October 2nd, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, 0. Box 31,

Fort Thomas,

Kentucky.

Dear Stan:
Yours returning the 5¢ 1847.

I have no idea what your fees are for examining
stamps like this and no matter what I send you in this
case 1t probably is not enough, but I am enclosing my
check for $7.50 which will at least pay you for your
postage.

I do not know whether the man I have been corre-
sponding with will buy this stamp or whether or not he
is interested but I am going to send it to him and if he
fails to buy it, or returns it for any reason, I will send
1t back to you. I will not send it to any one else,

Interesting about the Herst cover. No doubt Herst
not only got that cover but has some othere, and he may
get more.

T——

il Sincerely,
e

e

EDC:imkl
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D!‘o S. Ichida.
245 Shim:

Kobe. Ja.pa.n.
Dear Doctors

Herewith I am returning the 1¢ 1851 cover and the
three single stamps,

, - Regarding the cover - the stamp is the Une Cent 1851 =
81lL1E « Type IIIA « This is tho'l'ypo ITIA triple transfer listed
at the top of page 33 of the S,U,S, 1956 dition and quoted used

at $85,00, May I call your attemtion to the fact that this stamp
has a paper creasey this crease occurred when the stamp was printed
and was due to thé dampness of the paper, Because of this

the stamp is not fine, I do not think a dealer should charge over
65,00 for this cover, If this stamp was in an auction sale and
the defect was mentioned I do not believe the cover would bring
$50,00, Uhile eovers with LLIE are not common such a cover is not

unigue.

Regarding the other three stamps - all are vi ess ~
Perforatiom have been trimmed -~ Never buy a part perf ess in a
pair, Any dealer who would offer such trash to you is surely a crook,

; Re = the 1¢ 1857 « 99R2 =« My price for the stamp is
#750,00, Would you like to have a photo print2

My fee for the above 1s $3,50 but you need not remit at
this time if you have any further items to send me,

Sincerely yours,



Dr. S, Imhida
245 Shioya
Tarumi
kobe Japan-

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbook Aygust 2nd, 1956

33N Ft. Nomas Avenue
Ft, Thomas Ky
ULT A,

Desr Mr., Ashbook:

I am very happy to have a privilege to write this letter
to vou; I was intrcdused by Lr, k, Neinken whome I met while
I was staying in hew York recently. He sdvised me to inform
you for your referrence I just obtain the pair of 78 I! E and
8" RIE which is now recorded by Philatelic Foundation .

As you know probably, I can't find any U, S, 19 century
collector here in Japan, I started 19 century U. S. after
the war and furnished the general collecting and got in the
study of lcent and 1lOcent 1851-57.

I fortunately obtained your lcent books and Mr., Neinken
gave me 1lO0cent book.

During my last world round trip, I got several coppied of
lcent beside the pair above mentioned and I am tryipg to plate
them and intending to ask Mr, Neinkén's chéigkine.

I also got 99 RII inperf. about tow years ago.

Would you kindly let me know the number of 7/ R I E, the
pair and strip ineluding it and 99 R II perf. and inperf?

I am just offered Scott 8 A type III A 81_ 1% on cover.
Owner said it might be unique cover. Please let me know

your idea of the cover and the price which I am to pay.

Awsiting for your kind reply soon.

Sincerely yours,
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Aug. 9, 1956,

245 Shioya
Tarumi - K11
Kobe, Japan,

Dear Doctor:

I am in receipt of your kind letter of the 2nd, and am pleased to
note that you are interested in U, S, 19th Century stamps, and especially in
the One Cent of 1851=-57=60 and the Ten Cents of 1855=57,

I note that you recently obtained a pair of the One Cent *'51, 7RIE -
ER1E, Can you give me any information as to the source of this item? Who was
the former owner, from what auetion sale, etec,, etec.? I assume it is an off-cover
item, i

I note that you own a 1¢ lmperf 99R2, which, of course, is a very ex-
cellent and safe investment, As stated in my One Cent Book,; (2 Volumes) , I have
been recording in my records for many years the owners of coples of the 7R1E, and
at present I have a record of some 62 copies, However, the chances are that there
are some duplications in my records, I have never attempted to makeé a record of
' the existing copies of the imperf and perforated 99R2,

In recent years I have become convinced that of the three rare 1¢ - viz -

the JR1E, the 9982 imperf, and the %&qb that the searcestifils the latter, the
e 1 doubt if there are act 20 copies of this sta@p in existence today,

t is rarely offered at auction and a study of American auction catalogues extending
back for 35 years discloses very few copies offered, At the present time I have
quite a fine copy of f=cover which I could offer you if interested,

I note you have been offered a cover with a copy of ElL1E, What is the
value? Well, of course, that would depend entirely on the condition, If you care
to do so you can have the owner submit it to me and I will advice you what the
item is worth,

May I offer this advice to you? Philately is beset with a horde of
fakers, cheats and crooks, so please be most careful what you purchase, If any U.S,
dealer offers you an item you can inform them to submit it to me first and I will
then advise you if it is authentic and if the price tag is correct, I charge a
reasonable fee for such service,

Cne more bit of advice, Be very careful in buying copies of the 10¢ 1855,
Type IV, Someone is making fakes which are extremely clever, Only a few - a very
few students can distinguish the gemuine from the fraudulent,

Sincerely yours,
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ﬁ_él.-—-— Jack E. Molesmnrth
Philatelic Dealer and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Roston 16, Massachusetts : :
August 17, 1956

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbroqk
P.0O. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentuckey

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your efforts on the 5¢ 1856 block. Paul Rohloff
returned the last selection I sent him with comment that he was out of
the market for awhile.. I did not mention this block to him, but believe
it might be worthwhile for you to do so if you happen to be correspond-
ing with him, I agree 100/ that Henry Hill is the logical person for
the block and it is a hell of a better buy than a number of items which
he has bought at auction recently including his prize Klep cogﬁﬁugpd also
several items he bought in the Caspary sale, I don't know whd ral him up
on the Klep cover but could probably find out from Bok Lyman who attended
that sale in my behalf if you would care to have me do so. Dob Lyman has
seen this block, but indicated that his European customers would not go
for it due to the pen cancellation which apparently is looked upon with
much greater disfavor in Europe than it is here. One of his customers is
the Swiss dealer who executed the under bid on the cover vhich Hill bought
on behalf of a client whose identity is undisclosed.

Enclosed is a 3¢ 1861 on which I would appreciate your opinion as to
the possibility of its being a "pink"., It doesn't seem to me to quite
have full enough color, yet it does have a pinkish tint so I would appre-
ciate your opinion., Incidentally, the customer of mine who purchased the
beautiful mint pink I sent you several months ago and had turned down by
the P, F.ywhen in New York recently consulted with Boggs who showed him
the reference copies in the Luff collection and together they put under the
ultra-violet lamp several other copies of pinks which I had sent this
customer to take along with him for that conference. The copies I sent
him which in my opinion were not as nice as the one they turned down all
apparently comparsd very favorably with the copy in the Luff reference
collection and fluoresced the same, Therefore, apparently it is not a
“pigeon blood" which they are using for comparison. Rather, their incon-
sistent opinions must be due to the complet lack of inherent philatelic
knowledge on the part of the people who are rendering them since I believe
you will agree rendering an expert opinion solely based on comparing every
copy submitted with a reference copy and turning it down if it doesn't
appear to be the same is utterly ridiculous,

With best regards,

JEFJX/'/l'fth
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Allg. 20’ 1956'

My, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack?

Yours of the 17th received, I agree with the remarks in the
first paragraph of your letter., I believe there is one person who should
own the Filstrup block, that is, if he has any intention of retaining his
whole collection of that stamp, Of course, if a person puts a eollection
together for resale then it might be a different story,.

Yes, I would like to know if the run-up bid was on the level,
I cannot imagine that two people were willing to pay such a price. I would
refuse to beliefeaanything in confirmation that such was the case, I do not
know the answer and don't care especially but I believe someone pulled the

old army game,

Re - the last paragraph. Jack, I have a Hanovia Lamp - It is a
large affair with a transformer and cost me $160,00, Do I put 3¢ 1861 under
this lamp to determine if they are pink, The answer is an emphatic NO, I
consider such stuff a lot of tommy-rot, It is my opinion that mueh of the
expertizing at the P,F, is done by Boggs. If I am right - then there is the

answer to many of the wrong certir%categ that are constantly being issued by
the Committee, Please keep the following strictly confidenmtial.

Several months ago Boggs sent me a photo of a cover to Cuatemala
with a 30¢ 1869 and asked my opinion, In reply I informed him that in my
opinion, the cover was a fake, that a 10¢ Bank Note had been removed and a 30¢
169 substitued, He replied that in his opinion I was wrong, that he considered
the cover genuine, Imaginel! I understand Herman Herst, Jr, is offering this
cover in a sale to come up in the near future with a P,F, certificate,

In the face of sueh %uff as this why should a person spend a life-
time meking an intensive Bay-by=day study of our postal history and postal mark-
ings -« stamps, etc.?

That Committee makes a joke of serious philateliec research work,

Re - the stamp you enclosed and which I return herewith, This is
a ROSE,

Note the enclosed., I see in the press that this crook recently
donated valuable phidatelic material to Boys Town.

With regards =
Sincerely yours,




August 17, 1956

Stan:

When the dummy mounting for Mr. Millard Mack's cover #14 was
being made it was compared with the paragraph in your letter to
him of Aug. 2, 1955, of which that page is enclosed. Data here -
.r happens not to agree with your interpretation; it shows the rate to
Italy by direct steamer to Germany was 1l4¢, and was 19¢ by Prussian
Closed Mail via England, Also the red British Transit postmark is
the same as is found on other covers carried by P.C.M.

The P.C.M. rate was higher because the service across England and
the North Sea or English Channel to Belgium was more expensive and
was faster. Yet in the last paragraph on the same page of your let-

9 ter you mention a 15¢ rate to Italy in "Closed Mail Via England" and
that "the 19¢ rate above was thru Hamburg and German mail and was
4¢ higher.n

I don't know what you mean by "Via North German Union." There was
a German=fustrian Postal Union and a North German Postal District,
y which appears on German stamps of 1868-69 as "Norddeutscher Postbe=-
zirk n

It is my understanding that the North German Lloyd and the Hamburg-
American Line ships did not unload mail in England, but carried it
to Bremen or Hamburg ndirect" - hence the lower rate.

It occurs to me therefore, that this letter did not leave New York
on the Hamburg steamer of October 26, 1869, but did go on another
ship which happened to leave New York on the same date, and that the
rate was 19¢ because the letter was in the P.C.M, via England.

Regarding the 3c plus 1¢ cover New York to Washington, with incor-
rect foreign mail postmark, the infereince I get¥is that the F.M.
postmark was applied incorrectly in the Carrier Dept. I would say not.
The F.M. postmark would not be in the Carrier Dept. because there
would be no use for it. After the letter left the Carrier Dept. it
got into the foreign mail by mistake and was struck with the F.M.
postmark in the Foreign Mail Dept. before the clerk noticed that it

"didn't belong."

Yes, there were red stamping pads in the pain section of the Phila-
delphia Post Office, and also in the Carrier Dept. But in my opinion
handstamps for marking unpaid postage rates on collect mail, either
incoming or outgoing, if both kinds were so marked, would be found
where they would be used, i.e., in the main post office and not in
the carrier dept. The facts do not eliminate the possibility of ac-
cidental or irregular use, as is shown by the N.Y. Wash. cover.

As covers with a WAY fee prepaid by stamp usually were not marked
WAY, unless they bear other evidence indicating WAY service, I am
obliged to assume that any which bear the postmark of a post office
where carrier service was in operation are 3¢ plus 1¢ carrier collec-
tion. The reason is being covered briefly in one paragraph in the
Carrier Book, so the reader may put eny cover in whichever class he

chooses.

*)LJnhﬁhww/Aégﬂﬁz; A?éfgg;i;zg%zy///



Aug. 25, 19560

Mr, Elliott Berry,
Box 333,
Westfieldy NedJ,

£ Elliotts
Replying to yours of the 17th, re - the Millard Mack cover

No. 14th, I do not know what your records show but I have the official
sailings and rates for October 1869 and they were as follows?

1 A ship of the Harmburg Line sailed on October 26, 1869 and was
. listed as follows, quotet "From New York by Hamburg Line Via Plymouth
. and Hamburg." The official rates were as followst

ITALY (Di!‘OCt closed mail Via England esssessescssss 15¢ per 0Ze
" Via North German Union direct ssessssscscses 1’#¢ 2 R
" " n it n (closed mail via
England cosnsrssene d9¢ M é 0Z e
g " French Mail 21¢ per % oz. = L2¢ per % oz,

I agsume that the writer overpais the rate and that the letter was sent direct
mail to }_ia_.gm? In the official list the Line is listed as the "Hamburg Line,"
At the moment I am not quite sure what the Company name was., There was only one

mail ship that sailed from New York on Tuesday Oct. 26, 1889, with U,S, mail for

Europe, As you are aware, mail for Europe was postmarked the date of departure,

I, therefore, assume that this letter was dispatched on that date,

The only photo of this cover that I can locate at the moment is the
illustration in the CGibson sale and it does not disclose all the markings,

I see no cause for argumemnt over the 3¢ plus 1¢ cover with the New
York foreign mail marking, Is it not sufficlent to conclude that the marking
was applied thru error? What does it matter how it got there?

Yours ete.,

PoSe==I have been up in Michigan all week, hence this tardy acknowledgement,



August 21, 1956

‘Stan:

Your letter of Sept. 18, 12955 to Mr. Mack is enclosed. I am
puzzled about the 10¢ 1869 on front cover to France, from San Fran-

cisco June 3, 1870.

The U.S. domestic rate S.F. to New York at that date was 3 cents.
Hence, if the 10¢ stamp paid postage only to the French mail ship,
the U.S. got 7 cents for putting the letter on that ship. But if
the letter had gone by U.S. mail ship, 10 cents would have paid the
postage across the U.S. and the Atlantic Ocean, to & port of arrival
in France, and only French internal postage would have been due.

The 16 decimes marking (nearlywu3l¢ U.S.) was the equivalent of the
rate for a half ounce letter at 15¢ per quarter ounce, and I suppose
8t represented the sea postage plus the French internal postage. It
brought the total postage up to 41 cents, which seems high. lipre
than ten years earlier letters were going for 15 cents and show no
decimes marking, i.e. 30¢ per half punce. Less than three years later
I note covwers up to 1/3rd punce going vie England for 16 cents, and
no decimes marking.

I

/:>7 Replying to yours of the 18th, I recall no insgtructions in the

PL&R regarding the color of ink to be used with handstamps for post-
marking domestic mail, and had no intention of inferring that they

did. Each post office had its own system - or lack of system - probably
according to the whim of the p.m. or the assistant p.m. or the chief
clerk. OSometimes a new postmaster way have made a change Jjust because
he had:authrqity to do so.

Here or there a pattern may appear. Probably there was a reason
beyond mere happenstance. The Philadelphia handstamps for & cents or
6 cents paid in cash may have been used at a certain window or by a
certain clerk as & means of identifying that class of meil, or the
clerk who took in the money. The "1 PAID" in blue may have been the
preference of the clerk who handled cash paid circulars.

uncertain

Sometimes such facts are useful, either in determining ,datess more
closely, or perhaps, as the English say, "spotting a wrong 'un." No
cleim is made that they have greater importance, regradless of how
interesting some collectors may find them.

As s

\

\ I do not question the cover, nor your solution. I just don't under-
stand why the rate should be so high, even if the letter weighed more
than a quarter ounce, as I suppose it did. \



L‘_.

Aug. 25, 1956,

Mr, Elliott Perry,

Box 333,
Westfield, N.J,

Elliotts
Upon our return today I found yours of the 2lst,

Re = my letter te Millard Mack of Sep, 18th, 1955 which you
enclosed and which I return herewith, I can assure you that the information
that I gave him is correct in every respect,

After Dec, 3lst, 1869 we had no treaty with France, Mail sent
from this country direct to France required the Ste ip Rate of 10¢ per
4 ounce, This rate applied whether the letter was earried by a U, S, meil
steamship or a French mail steamshid, In France such a letter was rated at’
8 decimes due if not over 74 grammes, and 16 decimes if not over 15 grammes,

I am sure Frank Hollowbush can show you a number of covers -
Car: ' % ships 3 fork in the first half of 1870 with the
0¢ steamhip rate as above as we es similar covers carried by U, S, mail
packets, If you would like to see photographs.of such covers I will be glad to
loan them to you from my files, By this I mean, not one tut a number, It has been
ny experience that t he French crooks have used such covers to fake, by removing
a 10¢ 1869 or a 10¢ Bank Note and substitubing a 30¢ 1869, They have menipulated
such covers in such a clever manner at times thet they appeared most convineing,
However, the inconsistency was a 30¢ rate in the Us S, direct to France with & decimes
due, but this in 999(?) cases out of a thousand apparently means absclutely nothing
to a U, S, collector, They go on the assumption that if a cover looks good it
certainly must be good, :

Re = color of postmark, It is my recollection that the U,S.=British
postal treaty was the first treaty that mentioned red markings for prepaid mail and
black for unpaid, This system was adopted Ly subsequent important treacties, but I
have never noticed any real evidence that the system of red and black was followed
on domestic mail, Naturally Jan, 1, 1856 was the dead=line so we only have to con-
sider the prior period,

Yours etc,,

PySe==le = the 10¢ steamship rate, For qxamplo consider the official table of
April 1870, To was listed as fiail - 10¢ per # oz, By Open Mail
Via England « 4¢ per § oz, This 10¢ steamhip rate applied to many countries - as’
for example Cuba = Also East Indies Via San Francisco = as well as China and Mexico
(Direct), etc,, ete, As you are aware it was a rate fixed by Confress.

Se
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Mr. Jack E. Molesworth
02 Beacon Street
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Auge. 26, 1956.

Hl‘. Jack E. mmorth’
302 Beacon Ste,
Boston 16, lMass,

Dear Jack:

I wired you last night as fellows, quote:
"After a very thorough examination it is my opinion the
item is genuine and shows no evidence of cleaning in
other words an unused eighty six." (unguote)

Herewith the stamp, a 10¢ 1857, uncanceled,
Type IV, positicn 86ll, This position shows a secret mark
which I feel quite certain is unknown to any faker and
this copy shows that marking, I merely mention this fact
to show that I am quite positive that this is 86ll. I
made two exposures by ultrasviolet, prints herewith, which
speak for themselves,

My fee for this examination is $10,00,.
Sincerely yours,
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A.S. D. A A. P. S,

U.S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N.Y.
U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB

3c 51-57 UNIT
R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB

August 24, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed two 3¢ 1869
covers from Atlantic, Iowa, one of which shows
the 3¢ bisected and used as 1¢.

I would value your opinion on these
and would ask that you sign the bisect if you
believe it to be genuine. As far as I know
they came out of original correspondence and
probably the cover is okay.

In this connection I have been mean-
ing to ask another question of you which has
to do with my auction catalogs. As you are
well aware, your name in phililately means a
great deal when it has been used to expertize
any item. There are many times when writing
an auctlon catalog I have wished that I felt
you would not be offended to have your name
mentioned as expertizer in the catalog itself.
Naturally, I would not do so without your ex-
press permission, and if you prefer will con-
tinue to merely say "Authenticated" without
using your name. However, I would much appre-
ciate it if you could see your way clear to al-
lowing me to use your name when the item bears
your signature or is accompanied by a letter
from you.

Trust you are having a very pleasant
summer. With my very best regards.

Sincerely yours,

~<—bQ/‘(N)_AL£Z Q - C \?(\U\Q’DQ—
()
Samuel C. Paige
SCP:HA



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

MV‘ 51mue C :PaLQC_

POSTMARK
OR DATE

STREET AND NO,

45 Brompield 5= A4
Eoﬂo;v &) Moss i

N? 401683

If youwant a refurn receipt, check which

7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
to whom when, and address
and when where delivered
delivered

Iyou want«re- g

stricted deljv-

N
ery, check here |

20¢ fee

POD Form 3800  Replaces previous editions of

July 1955 this form which MAY be used,



1.

-

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Restricted delivery fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

Y U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—71547-2



A“&. 28’ 19560

m. Samuel C. Paige,
L5 Bromfield St"
Boston 8, lMass,

Dear lMr, Paige:

—~

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 24th,

Regarding the one with the bisected 3¢ stamp, I suppose
this could be genuine, that is, that it went thru the mail as it
exists today, Howevery if it did I consider such things as fresks and
that they do not represent what they appear to be, viz., a provisional
use, I suppose by 1869 that there were many thousands of stamp collectors
and things like this were made, I do not approve of such material amd
prefer not to have my name associated in any way with such items, I
trust that you will appreciate my position.

Consider this item - If the writer had a 3¢ stamp ﬂﬁ:would she(?)
cut it in two and use it in this manner? Why didn't she use it without the
2¢ B,J.,? The P,M,G, issued an order in 1853 to postmasters not to recognize
for payment of postage any pieces of stamps or stamps cut out of stamped en=
velopes, I doubt if that order was ever reseisddd.,

Re = the use of my name in auction catalogues, I do resent such
use without my permission especlally when the use is by gyp concerns and I
enter a protest in such cases because on occasions they have used my name on
items that I never laid eyes upon.What can one do in such a case? If a valued
friend like Dan Kleeher would use my name I would consider it an honor and I
certainly would have no objection to such use by you,

With every good w:lsh%
Cordially yours,

(40-58)
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Rev. 8-53

Post Office EBepattment

Received from: staniey 8. ASHBROOK
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THIS RECEIPT, WHICH MAY BESUSED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERSA'IONAL MalL,
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GPO 16—69310-1 POSTMASTER.
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’

MOUNT VERNON &




Ango 27’ 19560

f Mr, Samuel C, Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston 8, Mass,

Vear Mr, Paige:

' . I was away from home all of last week and found
yours of the 2lst with the eight covers on my return, I
regret to state that none of these are the M?_Q_Lhil. of
1836-1839 but just ordinary glow mail covers, believe all
mail to go by the "Fast Mail" had to be marked "EXPRESS MAIL,"
otherwise all mail went by the regular mail,

Incidentally; the Service was lnaugurated in
" November 1836 and was discontinued in June 1839,

! As ordinary stampless covers with no special
: featm'ea do you not agree that the enclosed lot has little
if any value?

Sincerely yours,

i
~
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August - 9, 19560

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup,
1475 Powell Sta,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgars

Tle = yours of "Aug 1" mailed Aug. 21 and the 12¢ bisect.
This is a 12¢ bisect on a piece of cover, tied by a S.F.
pely of "JUN 1,* I do not recall how they arrived at the
n1853" use, iy records give no explanation on this point,
It came up in a sale by Harmer Rooke Jan, 13, 1953 and was
Lot 49, I have a regular photo of it, also 2 color slide.
It came up again in a sale by "STAMP AUCTION SFRVICE”"

(Henry Kuhlman June 6, 1956 as Lot 96), Henry stated it had

a P,F, certificate, I doubt if the PP, sent it to me, How
could they issue a certificate stating such a thing - & piece -
was gemuine? /s you are aware we have no record of a 12¢
bisect used from S,F. as early as June 1, 1853, Would you
like to see a print or my slide? Unless I have data to the

contrary my guess is that it could e good but not 1853.

Tours etc.,



