
Scrapbook No. 37 Aug 1, 1955 to Oct. 20, 1955 

1. Millard Mack Re Six Covers sent to him by Cole 
2. Jack Molesworth Waterhouse Lots 282 - 351 

3. Dr. W. S. Polland Re Paul Newsom of Eugene Re Col Waddell Smith - PONY 

4. Roger Weill- 2 covers 

5. Ed S. McConnell- Berkeley Ca. - Re Roanoke Island 
6. John D. Pope III Re Cover To Spain With 5C 1861 Buff 
7. Ezra 0 Cole Re Lot 86 in Waterhouse sale 

8. J.A. Farrington dr RE lC 1851 Unused? 
9. Harold G Duckworth re 24C 1869 Ward Cover Blue Island 
10. Perry Sapperstein Re: Potomac Postal Cars 

11. Phil Ward Jr. Re Cover " Pioche Nev" 

12. Phil Ward Jr. Re 5C 1847 Orange Picher Copy 
13. e.e. Hart Re 5C 1847 Orange on cover 

14. James S. Hardman Re 3C Green early date 3/13 - 1870 
15. Harry B. Ketter Re 5C 47 Used at Buffalo with Phila PAID 

16. e.M . Philips Jr Re laC 47 Cover Sheet Copy sold SBA 

17. e.M . Christian LaMirada California 1C 61 from Old Point 
18. Raymond Weill Re 80C 1869 cover to Nice France 

19. Millard Mack Re 22C cover to Ceylon Stark #1568 

20. E. Perry Re Blood's Envelope 

21. E.D. Cole Re Phila PAID on Waterhoulse Lot 86 

22. Jack R Dick Re Credit 

23. K.E. Keister Dr Re Confed Cover 2C Green EX.E.A.W. 

24. Walter Senchuck 1C 1857 Type IV on cover 

25. Jack E. Molesworth re 90C 1860 off cover - New Rules 

26. Jas R. Hardman Re Stem pless with High rates 

27 . Jeff Jones to e.e. Hart 1847 Territorial 

28. V. Nazar 1C 1851 Type III A PI. 4 

29. Millard Mack FACE to France 1-C 1869 from SF 

30. Jack Molesworth 5C 1856 - Lot 162 N.E.W. laC 47 "UNUSED" 

3l. Jack Molesworth 90C 1860 Black Grid Also Reference to Belmont 90C 

32. Geo. W.Linn Editorial Re Reprints 

33. M.e. Blake Re 1849 Ocean mail to Calif 

34. Billiq & Rich 1C51-0ff Type 1c 
35. Jack Molesworth 1C 51 "STEAM" 3C 1887 French 

36. H.R. Harmer Ltd Re 90C 1860 Cover to Spain Caspary 

37. e. e. Hart 5C 47 Used at Augusta Geo 
38. S.G. Gesner re 3C 1861 PINK 

39. e.e. Hart Re Items to Photo 

40. J.R. Hughes 5C 1847 Blue Cancel is this 5? 

4l. H.R. Harmer re 3C 1861 PINK Block of 12 

42. Jack Molesworth 3 covers laC 47 from Canada 
43 . Dr. Scott Polland re 1869 INVERTS ex. Heart cotte 

. Dr. 0 Baher re: 5c New York on envelope 



44. Belmont Stamp Co. Re Malpa SS 2C 1870 BISECT 

45. Lee Chadwick Oct. 13 1955 Re Items 

46. Geo W Brett re 2C 1894 die Proof 

47. Karl Jaegar re Blair Order 

48. Bernard Harmer re Caspary 3C 1851 BISECT 

49. E.C. Krug re Covers 

50. Raymond Weill re 5-10C 47 Cover Waterhouse 

5l. Larry Shenfield Re 5C 47 Cover August Geo 

52. Confed Postal History By E.V. Connett in Mekeels 

53. Les Brookman re 12C 1851, printed on both sides 

54. Karl Jaegar re Covers 

55. H.R. Harmer Fake 12C 1851 D.T. 

56. H.R. Harmer 5C 1857 Mint Indian Red 5C 1857 Cover in Red 

57. Chas J. Affleck re Block C.SA - TEN-

58. M. Jamet re 4 Covers 

59. Dr. O. Bacher Re 3C 1861 - Block Maricopa Wells A.T. 

60. C. Corwith Wagner 1C 1861 from Liverpool- Bootleg 

6l. Nelson P.LaGanke Re Lost 3C 51 Cover 

62. Jack Dick Re: 84 to Swiss 

lo3 L1 <L2 

-, 





3930 Red Bud Ave 
Cincinnati, Ohio • 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

M ( I '() d Ii ·Be k .e 

SENTTO f ~ 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked. stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* U. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OfrIC[ : "5' IG--71M7-1 
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-1S¢ 

If you want a 0 7¢ show. 
return receipt, to whom 
check which and when 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr . 1955 

O 31¢ shows to whotn. 
when, and addres~ 
where delivered 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS·cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return r('ceipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at· 
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. * Ut S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OfFICE, tlSS 1&-716(7-1 
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• aJ.1ar H • 
.3930 Red 

Cincinnati 29 Ohio . 

D r 1'i.J.L' : 

A • 2 .... 955. 



,2. hr. Ian rei H. ck - Aug. 2, 1955. 

If you 
th on th . ck 

e 61::· cov r" an liT ' n to aim 

I ~ chm. gi g you an 
i t eecovr . , 

~ith ro c:r c -

leas d to 0 o. 

~t'cnil fo of 5. 00 

oil c "ely y 

th 0 



393~ ~ed Bud Ave. 
Cmcmnati, Ohio 



RECEIPT IFIED MAIL-15¢ 

tE~NDNO C ~V~ ~ 
--=->O-4-U-'--~-RW- _U -l± -

C AND STATE !' 
.... t net 0 Qdh.61 t) 

II you want a 0 7¢ ~,hoW$ 03/ shows to whom, 
return receipt. to whom when, and addres!J 
check which and when where delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 19S5 

delivered 

POSTMARK 
OR '?,ATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return rt'ceipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back e letter. 

5. it if you make inquiry. 
16-71547-1 



.-------------------------------------------------------------------~-------.-----------------

Aug. 4, 1955. 

_:.illcol"Cl H. -luck, 
.3 30 R ' Bud n.'!e. , 

Cinci nati 29, Ohio. 

ear !il1'.l.rd: 

Herci dth the throe (3) covers as por yO'l:.rs 
o~ the 3rd" duly i.ligned. on the ack. Although the 
prices \'1e e i l.i:.hcne are indeed three nice and in
teresting cov s . 

Tha.'1ks v ry. c. raj." your check lyhich 
. cov rs eve c; ing • 

. 'i-ch rcgr rds -

Cordially y ill'S; 



j 

J'.-'-~
~-'-J'.
OJ _ OJ-~-ll-

31ark 1£. ~nlrnUlnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~earon ~±ree± 

~o5±on 1o, ~a55adTu5e±ts 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Ky 

Dear Stan, 

July 29, 1955 

OJ-Ji'_!-_ 
J'.-lA-J'.

~-~-!,--'-Ji'-

I presume that you have been out of town and therefore not 
home to answer my last letter. However, since I am leaving for a 
six week trip to Europe on Monday my own reply to yours will be 
delayed considerably. However, my office will be open durning 
that time and my assistant will continue the business so please 
continue to write the same as if I were here with regard to any 
matters that may come up. 

I have sold cover #613 at $50 and enclose my check to cover 
it. I intended the others for a client who unfortunately has 
apparently been out of town and still has not replied on some material 
which I sent him last month. I shall send him your covers as soon 
as I hear unless you would like to have them returned in Which case 
let us know and my assisaant will send them back. 

Enclosed are two items which I purchased in the Waterhouse sale 
that according to H.R. Harmer you declined to give an affirmative opinion 
on when the, sent them to you originally, tho apparently you also did not 
condemn them. I am therefore sending them along aor a formal opinion 
for which I shall of oourse pay you and shall appreciate your detailed 
comments as I see no strong reason to question them myself. They are 
lots #282 & 351. 

With best regards, 

~ E. Molesworth 

JEM/p 



} 

Hr. Jack E. Uo1esworth, 
102 Beacon St . , 

Boston l6~ Ihsn . 

Dear Jack: 

Lor 35( 
Aug. 1, 1955. 

Her ith I an rEturning to, 351 in t' e Uaterhouse Sale of last 
June. I exar.rl.ned this cover s€.veral mont} '" aero and ad Led 1ft'. Cyril 
Harmer as folloTS, quote: 

"Lot 351 - This is questionable but may be fOod . It in l!\V opinion 
it should not be sold as Genu.ine but fas i s.' 11 (un uote) 

He did not o_f r to pay e a fee for a careful examin~tion and the 
above ,as eiven to hir.J. free . I did not laV the time to ake a thorough 
exrun:in tion because I wasnot beine paid a fee . The above \oTaS more or 
les6 advice r ther than an opinion whether t he cover l-ro,'" Good or rod . 

Th 1"e me cei'tain points about this cov r that indica.te it could be 
rood, and on the other hand there are some very bad Doints. I thin1'" the 
atrunp should be carefully l"eJ:loved from the cover ( ithout any 1~ter or 
dampness on the face of the stamp) and then a photograph made by ultra
violet . I believe I could then determine if' the co or is enuinc. Ho 
ever, I \1Ould not remove the .,tamp \r.i.thout perflission of Cyril Hnrmer. 
Further, ray fee l1'ould be 10. 00 for the work, photograp y am opinion. 

Sincerely yours, 



1, , 

llat rhouse Cover - 24¢ 1860 - Lot 351 
See col or slides A47 - 26 - 27 - 28. 

back of cover A47 - 29 

S. B. A. reported to Cyril }fume" eurly in June, 1955. 
Lot 351. This is questionable but rroy be (00d . It is my opinion it should not 
be aold as cenuine but "~. " 

AUG. 1 .1 1955. This cov€r, as sent to S. B. A. by Jack Holes fOrth W 0 stated 
th t "according to H. R. mer (Cyril 1I~- mer) you declined to eive an affirma-
tive opinion on it "then th Dent it to you originally" though appn,rcntly you 
did not condemn it . " (unquote • 

On ug . 1, 1955, S. B. A. aGain made another and more thoroug E'xar-.d.n- ion of this 
cov r . The mnrking on the ck (only one) is in D. circle read , "Dl - 7/4" 
(bi ck) . The blue nchen on the 24¢ stamp reads, "Aachen 6 ( ?) 4 - FRANCO, " 
so apprently the dates 1"0 AnrU 6 cui Ap-·il Z. The Pittsburg pootrn.:rk i s not 
legible but nn.y be lfu.r 22 1£1 O·'rtday~ . Tho 'levT York red p.m. has 117 PAID" 
indicating "P. C. } . '1 also appui'ently "A~ PKT. " (Bacher st t ed t is l'/<lS A~~ PKT) 
The date looks like ~ but it must rove been 11ar 23 as S turdClY \1 S t e 23rd. 
The ye;:,;r ha.d to be lr61 as lful ch Ar-:cil of 1860 [ould have beOl too early for the 
24¢ "tamp. lias this 241,'; stomp used 011 tr.is cover or' uinully? The nPittsburgh" 
p. m. is faint and lik~!ise the black killer on the Gtamp. The letter wa s 
routed, "Via Prussia Closed Hail . " ihy 'laS t. is rated as fully id lith 7¢ 
cr it (Via P. C. .) to Frussia? t ~1Y \..ras it not rated as enti! 011 npaid l'1ith a 
black debit to Prussia of 23¢? Is the blue Aachin marking a fake? T is se~.3 
highly :improbable becc;,;,us J as stated abov'e, the New Yor <: with "711 credit indicates 
the letter \1a::; "ent by "P •• r." and if' so it surely would h ve an "Aachen" rlark
ing. Has this sent stanpless - postage p id in cash and is that p;l!t of the 
AACHEt-I murldng on the stamp a paint ~ob? I onder? erhaps thin could be de
termined ti' the stamp \1 s lift.ed, and the cover photog aphed by ultrL.- violot . 

this stamp las used originaLly as lIe s e it and if the AACHEIl mnrking is genu
ine, then th only explanation is that this is a letter that got :y In.th 24¢ 
posta C \fhen the rate 'Tas 30¢ . 

Abov~ 
1/'Vc16 1"10 (-

0elJ) i- To 
!'1ole.s w Ol"-t- h 

, r V\J C)6 F6 V- CS B A W{Of'EVy) ~ ~ 



.. 
I 

'Ir. Jack E. holcs·...rorth, 
102 Benco St . , 

Bo t "", r cs . 

/' 

11, • 1, 1955. 

As per your'" of t c 29th) I am hcrcuith :. otul'ning Lot 2S2 from 
the ale of In~t Juno. 10 1 of f ur of the 5~ 1 57. 

FOl your inform ticn I .am V" ry suspicious of this itOl!1 ~nd before 
I .:mld eiv a positive opinion I \tou1d ave to l!'.B.kC' an e 11 rged pI etc
eraph by ultra-violet . Thi xli ht. sho so.""'ethin and it night not , 
but for 13 an an op;i.n:ion I 1 uld h ve to ch rea foe of 7. 50. 

I fLil to see rlv bW I's shaul b expected to pE.y such f ce . I 
think the fee should 1:c bornn by the H rner fir reg rdless as to Hhot her 
you keep the COy r or not . 

Si! c rely . our3, 

... 



Waterhouse cover Lot 351 
24¢ 1860 
c; B A. ReJ.X?rt as of 
Aug. 14, 1955 

F'~ 1 conclusion - In my opinion, this 24¢ 1860 stamp was not used on this 
cover originally. 
The use was from New York on SaturdaJa ch 5, and it is my belief that 
the year was 1865. By ~ical Pack and in all probability the cover had a 30¢ 
1861, though the rate was 30¢ unpaid - 28¢ paid at that time, or the cover 
could have been a stampless - pro iied there is nothing under the stamp. 

The 24¢ 1860 was not issued until June 1860 (?), hence March 1860 would have 
been too early and March 1862 too late for this stamp. In 1861, March 25 
fell on {01 d' y and there was no sailing on that date for mail for Europe. 
Further, in the early 1860's, the Aachen marking was n~~ applied in blu 
but rather in red, whereas in 1865 it was applied in blue. - -

0(-

A l-:> 0 " e...
For 
SBA 

eeoV'd 6 



. s of 

Final conclua' on - In my opinion, this "l4¢ 1~60 stanp ms not used on t is 
eov r originnlly. 
The usc t1aS from Nal York on Satu -d"'y, Harch 25, and it is my bal' er that 
the year was 1865. By Arloriean Packet an in all p obability tho cover a.d a 30¢ 
1861, though t e rate II 8 30¢ unpaid - 2B¢ paid t that t:iJn , or t e cover 
could have been a I·tanpless - provl.ded there is nothin und r t e stcmp. 

The 24¢ 1860 \jas not issued until Juno 1860 (?), henee lfarch 60 \1ould have 
been too early nd l·1areh 1862 too late for t is stamp. In 1861, lbrch 25 

• fell on 1 n a: and there as no sailing on th t d~te for mil fer Europe. 
" Further, in the ea.r~ l£~60's, t e AIle en mar!<ing was not applied 'n blue 

but rather in l.!!!, hereas in 1865 it a6 ap lied in~. 



Reeardinz the 24~~ 1860 COY r in t'e atcrhouoe.!\ e 
of Tuesday~ June 28, 1955~ Lot 351. 

Au ust 15~ 1955 

• 



.. 

To 
• Joc' • • :O_c .. mit , 

102 Beach Ct. ~ 
'Boston 16, i7<15"' . 

For poste-ge 
.egist re LettCl of 

Aug. 1, 1955. 

a.'\l.f,Ust 1." 1955 ~ ..• .. ,................... .46 



!'--:J1I-j&. 
~-:J1I-!,-
(fl _(fl_~.1'I. 

Mr. S~anley B. Ashbrook: 
33 North For~ Thomas Ave 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

3Jark 1£. ilulrnmurtq 
Phila!elic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~£a.ron ~tr£d 

~o13ton 16, 2ilffa1313adru13£tt13 

Augus~ 5, 1944 

(fl_.$.!,-. 
!,-.'Ji{-!,-. 

~.~.~.:J1I • .$. 

Thank you for your letters of August 1st recently received. 

In regard to the two Waterhouse lots which you returned, it 
was Jack's intention when he sent them to you that you give them the 
"full treatment" and if possible render a formal opinion on both of 
them. Therefore I am returning them enclosed and request that you 
take whatever phbtos etc necessary in order to arrive at as definite 
opinion as possible - good or bad. Altho we agree that the selling 
firm of all such items should pay the necessary fee to have them 
expertized before sale, we are quite willing to pay the necessary fee 
in order to be sure that the items in our stock are as represented. 
If they should prove bad, Jack will probably request a refund of the 
fee when returning to Harmer. Even if a refund was not forthcoming, we 
would consider the fee well spent since it would prevent us from spending 
a much larger sum on items that were "no good". We are holding up 
payment on these two lo~s until we have them expertized, permission for 
which we received at the time of purchase from H. R. Harmer, Ltd. 

Regarding the used #39 in the Belmont sale, we sent it to 
Mr. Usticke of Stanley Bibbons and I am enclosing his reply for 
perus«!. Please return it at your convenience. We have since sent 
the S~amp tb the Foundation and will let you know of the outcome. 

I have been very closely associated with Jack for several years 
and from my own observations I am sure that he would never offer for sale 
or guarantee anyitem on which he had any doubts. We felt that the stamp 
showed a portion of the Blue Town and Grid of Cincinnati, OAio. However, 
if we are wrong we would greatly appreciate your advising what you saw 
that made you feel that the cancel is bad so that we don't make the same 
mistake again. 

P.S. I am returning enclosed 
item #688 of your July 8th 
sending. 

Wi th best wishes, 

~f~~ 
Assistant to JEM 



I I 

Hr. Jack E. Holc5worth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, ~sd . 

Dear 1- • Christopher: 

August llu 1955 . 

l~ttenti\o;n: Lr-. Paul F. Christopher 

F-lear e pardon t is tardy ackno\"lledgenent of yours of the 5th, \dth 
enclosures as stated. 

I run making a very thorou h examin tion of the bro llaterh use lots 
but up to t is l1ritin,_ I have not concluded my investigation. It may interest 
you to know that I am convinced the cover is fraudulent,J i.e., t' ~t the 241 
stamp was not used originally on t is envelope. I lave made numerous photo
graphs of the two items and also photographs of r lated ite~s . I will give you 
a definite r eporot later t is leek on both. 

I return the Usticke letter. ait" opinion by that gentleman on 19th 
U. S. stamps or covers \-lOuld not be of arry interest tome . You inquired wry I 
thought the cancel on the 90¢ 1860 is bad . The reason is obvious . The blue 
ink is maiern al1d vlaS not the kind of ink t hat "t'laS uoed in 1860. 

Thanks for your enclosure of 46¢ . 

Sincerely yours , 



To t e Public 1ib?~J, 
Pitts e, ra. 

Gentlemen: 

following 
Pittsburg du!" 
for 

firn 

I ·'~l 
flU ni"'hing no uith 
stru ped • et, nv 10, • 

AUMlst 14, 1955. 

trlth t e 

i:-ectory of 

co . 

160'? , . t'is 

for tot' e involv in 
inforu:.t.:. 11. I c. c:'o"e 

TI in£; you:in vance ... 



\ 

Regarding the 5¢ 1857 block of feur off cover in t.le 
1at rheus Sal, Lon on, of Tues ay, June 2$th, 1955, 
sane being Lot ! 2 • 

In m[ 0 inion, the red cancelation on t is block is VEry 
mUlct .. ut.he. icate it uS genuine . I 
uld place a. frau ulent postrn.nrk on an 
staI:lr~ hf.nc ~ if a postal mnrki.nt; vlc.:.S 

cleaned it \'ms p: .. bly penmarks. I made an enl~rged photo
era. h by ultra- . olet ray as per print accompanyin'" this 
opinion. T. e photo Taph failed to s· 0\"" ~ny trac s of pen
marks . 

S71u 1..BY B • • :EUER K 

AUGU-T 16, 1955 



Mr. Jack E. J. -rorth 
102 Be ... J St . , 

Bo ... ton 16, fass . 

Dear ~. Christopher: 

Au u t 16, 1955. 

Attention: fr . Paul P. Christopher 

Hereuith I am returning the tl'lO Itt rhouGo lots ~ and ill, also 1!\Y' 
opm~ons regarding the tuo iteras. Also t.o color :31i s~ Lnd und I' separate 
cover, an er~&rged photo th't I nade by ULtra-violdi of t 0 bloc 0_ the 5¢ 
1857. I rede other test photorrt..phs but! d bt if these l.ofould be of interest . 
I might add several facts w ich I trust you \Till treat as confidenti 1.. 

On the cover tho Aachen m~rking is in~. This mE.rking "TaS not 
applied in blu. w en the 24¢ lS6Q vms in use, In the oc.rly yt. aI'S of the le60 
it wa. eJ.wc.ys appli d in red . I did not emov, t e 24¢ stamp from t e COy r . 

Ie - t e 5~ block. Note the circle of the • o stIlUl rk on the large photo
graph . Is it a circle? Also note the vertical p~rfs betre.n the 8 amps . One 
"fOnders if t if) was tuo p< irs rejoined? If 60" it ,\,1 uld furnisl t e J. eason by 
a fake cancelation as applied to the block. 

Enclosed: 
Color slides 
AhO - 7 ) 
Aho -10 ) no charge 

Sinc rely yo 1"5, 



To 
~. Jack E. Molesworth, 

102 eacon St., 
.. ~on 16, s . 

Opi !1ion on Lou ..... 51 
laterhouse Sal » June 28, 1955 

Opini !l en Lot 282 ... " 
atcrhouse Sale, June 28, 1955 

Au ust 16, 1955. 

... ....... .•. 

•.• •......... 7.50 
15. 00 



A . P .S. S .P.A . C .S .A B.P .A. A .S .D .A. C .C . N .Y , 

Wack 'lli- ~le5fuor:t1f - 102 tQeacolt ~treet - ~o5±on 16, cfllff&55~tcqu5ett5 

Aug 26, 1955 
Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

Thank you for your oplnlons on the two 
Waterhouse lots. I am holding your letters and the 
lots for Jack's return. 

Enclosed is our check in the amount oif $15 
to cover your fee on these two lots. 

~best 

~~ Christopher 



lir. Jack E. ro:;'esl'Iorth, 
10.1 eacon t . , 

Boston 16, 'ss. 

August 30 1955. 

Attention: lrt-. aul Christophel" 

Dea iT. h!·istopl el': 

Th.:s w.P] c.cknmdedge receipt of your ch ck 
for 15. 00. 

. ain referrin to t le t fatei house Lot '351. ' 
:this cov r bore the CO!"lle!' ard of 0. ... Kaufnan & Co. , 
Pittsbure, Pa.", I f d that t iLl firm 0. listed in 
the City D' ecto of Pittsburg fro IB56 to 1865 in
clusive. Iri 1866 t le firm nam ''ffi.S chan~ed to J.n e 
.§!:Q. 

Sincerely yo " 

•• 

, 

• 





AUG 14 1955 

THRU THE KiN9 JESS OF THE: 
OWNEf.< OF THE WITHIN ITEM. 
THIS PHOTOSt=:APH VIAS MADE 
BY STANLEY B. ASHeRCOK. IT 
IS RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED 

THAT NO USE BE MADE OF 
THIS PRI'H WITHOUT THE 

CONSENT OF THE OWNER OF 

THE ORIGINAL.. Stanley B. Ashbroc.l(. 

STANLEY B. ASHBRooK 
p. O. Box 31 

33 N. Ft. Thomas ., 
"'ORT THOMAS, KY. 



STANL!:Y B. ASHBROOK 

P . O. sox 31 

.3 NORTH II'T. THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS. KY. 

~~ 
To the p.m,nc Lj brary, 

Pittsburg~ Pa. 
} 

Gentlemen: \\~~ 

August 14, 1955. 

wili you be so kind as to furnish me with t he 
following information, re - a firm tm t did business in 
Pittsburg during the Civil ~var. I would like to know 
for an important bit of research work in what year the 
name of this firm first appeared in the City Directory of 
Pittsburg. The firm name was" 

y y a. J & co. 
TOT IER 

Was this firm in business as early as l 86o? Was this 
firm in business in March l865? 

I will gladly pay for the time involved in 
furnishing me with the above information. I enclose 
stamped return envelope. 

Thanking you in advance, I am 



) f~L -::. '~) -' ~ c", ~ 
?() ~ /;{ 

~ -to a.---J ~ /J- b ~': 

} ( 6.s- - b /, .::: »'. ~ ~ ~J 
,. 

· t (I~) 
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MATIHEW . E. HAZELTINE M D 
W. SCOTI POLLAN , .. 

HOWARD HA D, M.D. 
MMOND JR 

ARNOLD A ., M.D . 
. NUTIING M 

AUSTIN ' .D. 
W. LEA, M:D 

JOHN H. CARR . , M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL • CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE GL 
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MATI'HEW E .. HAZELTINE 
W. SCOTI' POLLAN ' M.D. 

HOWARD D, M.D. 
HAMMOND ARNOLD JR. , M.D. 
A. NUTI'ING 

AUSTIN W ' M.D . . LEA, M:D 
JOHN H . CARR . , M.D. 



THE WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 

will hold 

A Buffet Dinner Meeting 

Sunday, August 7th, at 4:30 PH. 

at the 

Pony Express Retreat 
75 11argarita Drive 
Country Club Heights, 
San Rafael, California 

This will be an open meeting and wives and guests are "leI come • 

The cost will be $3.50 per person and will include cocktails. An 

appropriate exhibit of Covers will be shown. 

As this affair will be catered please fill out the enclosed card 

at your earliest convenience as we must definitely know how many 

to prepare for. Enclosed is a map showing the location of the Pony 

Express Retreat. 

Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman 

Secretary 



PONY EXPRESS RETREAT 

75 MARGARITA DRIVE ,....- THE GOLF TRACT 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA PHONE GL. 3-4504 

In San Rafael go to Greyhound Bus Depot on Third Street. 
Go on out East on Third Street for 1 and 7/1 oths miles to 
Margarita Drive. Tum left at Margarita Drive sign and go 
2 blocks to No. 75. 
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MEMBERS 
AMER ICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AM ER ICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITIS H PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

Stanley B. A shbrook 
Ft. Thom a s, Ky. 

D ear St an: 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G . WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16 , LA. 

August 3, 1955 

Here are a couple of little cover s we thought you would like to 
see. We imagine the illuminated one represents one of the earliest ads of a 
stamp dealer. 

rgw:lc 
ene. 
reg & ins 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 

By 



·ug. 5, 955. 

~. Roger C. r. ill, 
( 

407 a.L St ., 
Or 16, Ln. 

nd is ~ck • 

Rega s and e.nl 6 . 







I~. a. G. cCo oll, 
2C1l9 Allot on DN , 

rkclcy 4, Calif. 

I in receipt of yours of the l~t. 

5, 1955. 

Regardine t e co " sketch of ich you closs • I nota th 
~.Y . peat l"k dlJ.te is A • I; 63, ich :auld be pcrtectly co ct 
for 0. r te of ~hiD kind. I ju e t 10 is 0. 11.3(: • Ius 1 " Corri r r.:t' , 
th t io, ;it mw dropped in Do letter-box in l1et YOI''' City - thuo the 1 by 
C icL' to tho fl .Y. P. O., 3 by U. S. mil to dest· ntion. Hero 
so e f eta: 

It io ny eos thnt all in ld out of Rronok I ... lmxl in 1863 
was handled by th mvy. Your cover io ap "ontly o.d.dr '" to a civilion 
of II • C. Ha.TJilton e: Co. II I l1ondel" if t s '\ s Sutlc firn supplying th 
G Ti",on, end thnt the ddrcssee as an _ oy ? 

I e. bit ha~ on t 0 history of Rocnolt Island but I seClil to rechll 
thot it plf\Vod quite nIl il portent role in the 'tror ct1 en the at tea. 

lf03 I thank Y tor your enc1o",uro. 

Ii yo 1 uld care for 
to 0 (JO . 

Copy to 
E.D.Jos"'up 
Tracy Simpson 

to look :0 t 0 covol" itsolt I rill b gl.c.d 

Since ely yours, 



MEMBER STAMPS. ALBUMS a ACCESSORIES 

U. S . AND WESTERN COVERS 

COLLECTIONS AND OLD 

CORRESPONDENCE PURCHASED 

APPRAISALS FOR BANKS & ESTATES 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 

BUREAU ISSUES A SSOCIATION 

COLLECTORS CLUB OF NEW YORK 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 
ED. S. MC CONNELL 

2079 ALLSTON WAY 

BERKELEY 4. CALIF. 

THoRNWALL 5 - 3021 

August 1, 1955 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Edgar Jessup and Tracy Simpson both suggest that 
you are the one man best able to unravel the mystery of an 
interesting 1863 cover - sketch enclosed. 

In esseRce the cover carries four copies of the 
l¢ blue 1861 stamp #63 cancelled New York Apr 1 186" and 
addressed to Roanoke Island, N. C. No other markings. 
Cover has been roughly opened at left end. No contents. 

The fourth stamp undoubtly paid the carrier fee 
to the New York postoffice. The obvious mystery is "if" 
and "how" it was delivered to Roanoke Island, N. C. during 
the height of the y.far between the states. 

At first thought we guessed that coastal North 
Carolina may have been in control of Union forces. However, 
such references as We find thus far indicate that North 
Carolina was entirely under control of the Confederacy 
from Secession until 1865. The cancellation date 186, is 
reasonably certain from three strikes, and there is no 
trace of grill as might be expected in 1868. 

Your comments will be most welcome. If you wish 
to examine the cover itself, it will be sent to you. 
For the good of the cause a dollar bill is enclosed. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 



DELOS G. HAYNES 
(1887-1950 1 

LLOYD R .KOENIG 

JOHN D. POPE ill 

IRVING POWERS 

STUART N.SENNIGER 

DONALD G . LEAVITT 

LAW OFFICES OF 

KOENIG AND POPE 
B1B OLTVE STREET 

ST. LOUIS 1, Mo. FORMERLY 
HAYNES AND KOENIG 

-
TELEPHONE-CENTRAL 1-0109 

CAB LE ADDRESS 

PATENT 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-1S¢ 

~Obh Q. 6 e.m: SENTTO I ~ 

,>em .,,~ _~ ~ 

If you want II 0 7¢ shows 
return receipt. to whom 
check which and when 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return r~ceipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
'* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFfiCE: I 11511 IIr-715(7-1 



I 

Mr. John D. Pope, III, 
818 Olive St., 

St. Louis, Mo . 

Dear Mr. Pope: 

Aug . 8, 1955 . 

Herewith the 5¢ Buff cover as per yours of the 5th. Regarding the 
cover itself . The manuscript notation indicates this letter originated it 
Havana and. apparently it was 8~nt under separa~e cover to a ~orrespon~en~in 
New York Clty - see handstamp J.n lO'\'18r left. .It was placed In the l'!lal.l too go 
"By French ?1a.il" Via the Bremen steamer, IIU . C' . Packet . " The ratS' by French 
mail was 21¢ per ~ ounce . The French marking Sh~IS that the letter was dropped 
off at Southampton and sent across channel to Calais. Our share of tl:is 21¢ 
rate was 3¢ U. S. internal plus 6¢ sea to Southampton. The New York postmark 
sho\,fs a credit to France of 12¢ . Out of this, France credited Britain 3¢ for 
conveyance to Calais. This left her 9¢ , for which 3r. was for her intern~l and 
6¢ for conveyance to Spain. This 6¢ did not pay the rate to Spanish destination 
as "4R" was collected from the addressee (4 Rea.les) . So much for the ''fay the 
letter \,l1lS transmitted . 

If the 5¢ Buff was used originally then the letter Has overpaid 4¢ . 
lfuy? The Neu York fonmrding firm \ .. rae probably Spf:l.l1.ish, and if so, they surely 
were well informed as to the correct rates to Spain. I assume that this firm 
put the stamps on tl'.e letter rather t an the wriLer in IIava...'W. o If GO , \hy should 
they put a 5¢ stamp on t he letter ,.men oriLy a Ii Nas necessary? Four cents had 
some real value in May 1862. Even today people don ' t waste 4¢ in overpaying post
age ~ they are inform~d . Some clever faker could have removed a l¢ 1861 and 51 b
stitUted the 5¢ Buff . I am not stating th£t this was done but rather thafi it might 
have. I dcn't think the red grid on the buff is real convincing. 

There is only a fee of $3 . 50 for the abbve" hOi-leVer, if you would like 
for me to make ultra-violet photographs aJld to make a careful cxamin['.tion to see 
if I can definitely determine . aqrthing I vlould have to charge you an e..~ra fee of 
$5 . 00. 

Incidentally, examine the tie of the blue "411 on the 5¢ buff. I think 
it looks a bit queer. 

This will also acknowledge receipt of yours of the 2nd and I will get 
together the earlier sets of rrw Service as time vlill permit . 

With best \'fishes -
Cordially yours, 



Memo From • 

JOHN D. POPE III 



DELOS G . HAYNES 
(1887-1950) 

LLOYD R.KOENIG 

JOHN D . POPE ill 

IRVING POWERS 

STUART N.SENNIGER 

DONALD G . LEAVITT 

LAW OFFICES OF 

KOENIG AND POPE 
BIB OLIVE STREET 

ST. LOUIS 1, )10. 
FORMERLY 

HAYNES AND KOENIG 
-

TELEPHONE-CENTRAL 1-0109 
-

CABLE ADORESS 

PATENT 

O»f, 171 19 r-£ 
iMhAA 

I ~-'--



, ear stan , 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK • NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACZ:: 7 - 096' 

Au 1St 9, 1955 

H. R . HarrIer has the Caspary collection . First sele 
of U. S . Postmasters the lliddle of ~:ovember . 

ill you please pass on the enclosed cover . 'FOR Y 
~L, I'll charge the an too . This ha been C)uestioned. I :rlust 

have a letter to send alo g 'vi th it so pl ase uri to a seperate 
letter with your opinion . 



I 

I 

1~. rzra D. Cole, 
Nyack, ~ . Y . 

Dear Ezra: 

A ~st 11, 1955. 

Herewitl Lot 86 :in t e \fat r ouso sale. I made a nod thorough ex-
amin tion of this cover and I am uite positive th t it is genuine in all 1 espects . 
I m de enlarged cclor slides of t c 10¢ - and also enlarged color slides of the 
vari.ous postal ~rkinrs . I could not detect any evidence of pen removed marks on 
the st p but to be sure I mnde an nlarged exposure in bl- ck £nd w ite b ultra
viole·G . I ave not dev lop tto negative as y t but I do not believe °t will shew 
a:ny ,n removed n ks. Even if it did it "ould not indicate thct anytl in was 
:ron", because I am convinced til :t the blue pa 0 d that ti s stamp to c ov r is enu

ine . J"j' th'-" 1:1 rkin' - genuine hat cliffe ence doeG it, mlke if the '-tamp ad an P 

pen cnncels? 'l'hey c uld have b en there and fad d out .;l if any \- 1"0 ev r there. 
I enclon a s parate opir.ion. 

Bacher aavised me after t e s Ie t at you w~re the buye~ of t is cover 
and prefiously Krug advised me that he had rio/e you a bid of 200 pou..'1ds. I 
thought , of course, that he rot the cover, 00 I ~e uested him to loan i~ to ~o as 
I wanted to make a t-le.ck and {ite pl oto to use in rrr:T Service. Dn a vi3ed me that 
he did n t got it and seemed v ry z:ru.ch P tout auout it . I thell assumed that you 
had pure lased it for Gore a~ I kn~1 he likes a ever like t is . He replied that he 
lias not the buy r . 

\-fuile it is none of my business, I do not understand how :Eb did not obtain 
the cover if he av. you a bid of 200 po s and it Gold 105 p un s . It seems to 
me that even if you had a iroher bid than 200 poun s you should i ave de your first 
bid higher than th t fi ~re. Of course, this would ve been to the adv-anta e of 
Sir Nicholas, but as it stW1ds, E.'ll don ' t seem. to understand what i'" i'" all about and 
I knot·r I don ' li . I run sure Em is gre tly worried ove:~ t e incident and if I rere in 
your place, I muld lay 1 the cards face up on the table, inform Em mo laS the 
buyer~ \-mat bid he ga e you. I Oli daa'1 ell if I \las Em I rould ace t not ing 
less . I am 6ure that you can do this and that you will, in order to retain Em' s con
fidence and fiends -P. 

This is really a teautiful COVEr, and a v ry .fine st 
l eite, hence the stamp is an early priTr!:" a fine engraving. 

• Tho use . as in 

I note that H. R. Ha er rill hold the first Caspary 6 e . DO"3 thi3 mean 
that t e ole Caspnry collection Till bo scld t'lru H •• H. Co . ? 

Yours etc. , 

P. S.--The u1t~~-vicl€t print or t e lOt ill sent later. lW fee includes t} is . 



Re - J~t 86 - {aterlouse Sale - Lon on, Jun~ 27, 1955. 

10¢ 184'1 on cover from Philadelptia , ra., lay 12, le4g 
Via E~land to P ris, France . 

n my opinio all respects . 

The Philadelphia postm k 5hCMS that the rate aid \las 10 • 
This was b caus th letter \'ao mailed on Friday, hy 12, 18hS 
for t e sailLl1.g from Bo. ton on edn sdny, uy 17, lSh8 of B. 

Bri tish Cun d 11ail steamship. 
Te had no postal treaty lith France or Britain t th t t:il!le " 

hence only t t t:J U. S. domestic postage was l'ayable and it ha:1 to 
be paid. Thu t he 10¢ sinBle rate (~ oz . ) from PhiladCl hill. to Bo~ton. 

There is a British postnmrk on the b ck . n t e face is a manu3cr" pt . 
This w"' s French applied and ~laS "15" decimes" or the U. C' . equivalent 
of approximte1..y 28i . This "Tas the SU1!l due f f o', thp. e.ddressee from 
the U. S. frontier to Paris desti.l'l tion. 

I made a minu-co examina.tion of the well-1motm Philadp.lp ia "E!mtf 
ich ties the stamp to COVEr and am quite positive th~t it i~ gonuine. 

A ust ll, 1955. 

• 



STANLEY B. ASHBROOII. 
P. O. Box 31 

33 N. Ft. Thomes "". 
FORT THOMAS, KY." 

Mr. Ezra D. Cole, 
Nyack, N.Y. 

Dear Ezra: 

August 14, 1955. 

Here is the print by ultra-violet of the lO¢ '47 on T l. qt. , 
Waterhouse Sale. This photo brought out some dark marks at the lower 
right corner. The blue lines of the "Paid" 0 t "t look darker 
than the blue lines on the cover but this could be due to the differ
ence in color of the stamp and white envelope. L2 1 i~~ P0.16 f 11 (( ... 

Re - this P ID . Note the strikes on the face of the cover. 
In both strikes there is a break in the top line. This break is re
peated in the strike on the stamp. This could mean clever work on the 
part of a painter. In this print the liD" of PAID measures about 12 Ml>! 
whereas the II P" measures a bit more (?) - 13 Ml>f or more(?), the "A" 
about "13." If this is a paint job on the stamp it is extremely clever. 
I made such measurements on the stamp when I examined it and I was con
vinced the ".E...1[" on the stamp matched up with the strikes on the cover. 

Ez, I have searched my files for some good examples of the 
"Paid" but have not been able to locate any that are any good. Perhaps 
you have some good examples and have sent them to me for examination. 
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EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7·096' 

.l1U E t ., t , ~;' __ 

Lr . uta~lley I) . Ashbrook, 
P . O • .Jox 31, 
Fa rt homa s , _\.0"1 tu c~:y • 

Dear Stan : 

Of cou roSe aJ.·ter I _ or' ",Tour let tel" He talked on t:;he uhone and I !'l"'l 

enclosin a ba.;ch of Pb:i.ladel )1J.ia COVOT'S to'l'ether ~Ji th the lOr~ covClr)(. 

I have a ['in ...,tudivd this cuvel", and Lord l::no1JS I looked it over 
enou h as it is. or course I Sa1-1 the pen nark across tashin ton's nose 
9n the sta"p . Jb"t is the reddish l1ar~<: that :c C[':l see \lith lly lass 
to the ri ht of . ashinrton's eye? It is in the curl of his hair as 
well. This is on the riGht sid of the stanp <..S it faces you . Is the 
postmark Hhich shaHs ver-y- fc..intly beloH the stamp a Boston mark or uhat? 
:r: cannot aake it out. 

There also aT' ,ears to be 't-Jhat Lay be a tiny tear 01" Cl'ease betueen 
the ITo" and IIfH of "Onfice' . At the left bottom the stamp alnears to 
be a t1"ifle stained? (or is t is a pen ··'wrk?) Look ~t this v1ith a hi h 
pOHered e;lass . ':::here are some SCY'atches there . There is a vertical 
line to the ri ',ht of the rir'ht ~X·' . 

The question in my mind is this: Hould not this cover have [,one 
through Hith the same markings uith no stamp on it? This you Hill cer-
tainly 1 ~noVJ and can Hark out. <-

As to the Philadelphia l1:?aid" itself. I have covers from the l830s 
sometime running up throuLh 1850 any way and perhaps longer. Phila
dolnhia Has a biC city - there must have been More than one of these 
"_aid" hand stamps made and used. All three of the" aidsl! on the cover 
may be fakes r,))t. either ~ of them or ..:!illQ..of therll. 

In any event I run coin to hold up eve2:'ythine; until He have had an 
opportunity to look at this aGain and try to puzzle it out. I VJill sort 
the affair out with _Ill . von this can Halt until vJe ..L'ind out 1.02:'e about 
it. 

I Honld also su~r est :·ou1" not using it in -..rouP service letter 
lmtil He H rk it out and even then I Hould like to f'et perMission from 
the Olmer - iL is not my cover. 

All 0;: the aspary collection is c()rtainl~ 'oine to i:a'''l.or . ~he 
first sale u':ll be 10vePlber 15th, the L" o S . Postmasters . (nneral issuos 
sometime afte1" the fipst of the year . 

Sincerely . ~. 

DC:mkl 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7·0964 

111"' . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P . O. Box 31 , 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky . 

Dear Stan : 

I urote you the hurried scra-v/l rom the postoffice 
yesterduy ",')Out the lO¢' 18Il-7 cover . 

I am ["oin£ to ' ave 1 y Secretary, ~.rs Lent , mail this 
letter to you noontime 'ITl thout si ~ninc it myself . I am oin~' 
to rush off to ne~J York . 

In my opinion the only lJay that this cover could be senuin e 
is if the follovrine cirCUYllS tances are cor "'ect: 

The ~vri ter of that letter in Philadelphia had a cancelled 
lO¢' 1847 pen rlarked stamp and he may at that tirle have rerloved 
the penma "'ks or tl-'ied to , or else these pemnarks VIere so faint 
that )ossibly he , and no one else , saH them . 

In other Hords what he did liaS to use a cancelled stamp 
kn01vin r ly or unlmo-vJinf ly . I f he Has a crook he Has tryine; to 
cheat the Government and if he v-JaS not, he just used a strunp 
\1hich had already been used before . If the above is true the 
cover could be genuine in spite of the fact that the stamp is 
penmarked ~md I think th:!. sis the only Hay that it could be 
genuine . 

If the cover is a fake I think all the "Paids" vrould be 
bad and it might be that the Philadelphia to'lffi nostma~{ is bad 
Don ' t forget that other laterhouse cover uith the Philadelphia 
, and the alloe:ed "15 cents" may havL corne from the sarle sourc 
and could have been l!ade at the sar etime by the sa1'1e faker . 

Some falmr may have been Horking on these Phi ladclphia 
covers and in my opinion it is someone ~lho kne'lv somethinp: . 

I3ecfuse of all the peo',le involved l1e have to corle u-') 
VJith SOlde definite solution if it is Dt all possible an'" some
thing in .... Jri tine; so that I can x' etupn it or not to H. R . HarmEr 



, . 

Inc . 

Rest assurod that I ' . ..fill :::~ot do snythine at 0.11 
until I have checked VJith you, or you have told me 
';rhat to do, and I iJill follo~J your sue estions . 

Imc :mk1 

Sincorely, j{J ~ 

Colo . 



8lANLE't B. ASKBRO~ 
p. O. Bo)( 31 

13 ..... Thomas Ave., 
fI8IIPr ,"OM AS , KY. 

¥~. Ezra D. Co1e~ 
Nyack, I! •• 

Denr E~ra: 

A Gt 19, 1955. 

Hrcl:ith t .e lO¢ 1047 cover, \·utcrhc.us Lot 86. I am glad you return d it 
to e as I made ne;-1 photouraph5;1 etc." tod",y. T, is cover did fool me connletely an 
I am lad of the opportunity to reverse rry former decision. 

You re quit ri 1 t, the p n mnrkn ~!'e stiD. visible . I \'13.5 not careful 
en u h uhen I cxm:ri.ned tho cover lat.t . eke I did not think t "'ere were arrJ p n marks 
u.'1d I made the ult!'a-violet photo 'ust as a precautionary measure . I \laS sure no 
cleaning had been done so you can ±rna ne my surprio whon I looked at the n gative 
after devClopccnt . 

T ,is waG un ue~tionably a strunpless cover ldth the lO¢ post 0 paid by cash 
or charge . Some faker used a cleaned lO¢ and v rry cleverly tied it "lith a 'lon rful 
paint job. This OX'Plains "Ih~ the ctar.1p is \-There it is on the envelope . I am no\] co~ 
vinced that the stamp uas added (long after) the Philadelphia postmarkms applied . 
The cover dthout the .-.tnpp would be perfectly regular in ev ry ,-ray, just the same as 
any other stampless \nth a ~ and a ~ denotinr tho U. S. pottage, fore' or 
domestic had been paid . 

I helve nover run ncros ... a cov r, that I can rocall, 'lith an 1847 stnmp hdt 
had be n cleaned and ,,[ent thru the mil, but of course \ord do not look for such trin's . 

Herewith as requo:.t , I am sending you three photo prints . The photo 'a )l'srwW.5 
a black markin dmm the lower half of the right side. I do 't kno\1 what this coul 
have been but surely it was so cthing on the stamp that was cl an doff. The chap who 
imitated the framed .E!m. surely \'laS a re<Jl artist . Had the pen aarks been entirely re
tloved I feel sure that no one \1ould have qucotionoo this cover. Noi:.e the strike of 
the ha stomped.E.J12. under the French due. To the left is a small spot of blue covei, ... ro/ell': 
The artist even . ·tated this on the stacp. I do not think this dot was on the hand
stamp but the artist evidently thought ,as he put a blue dot on the stamp in imita
tion. 

I .rill retttl"n the batch of stampless covers later as 1. wish to look these 
over . 'lhat I muld like to see woul e a strike of that f'rlll'lled PAID on a cover with 
a broken frame lin at top. Not a. cover in yom' lot }lad that variety. ~1aybe it 't-laS 

a handstamp used in the foreigh division of the Philadelphia. Post Office. That could 
be the reason" hy Ie would not find it on do.'":lcstic cov rs . 

Thanks for y ur c eck - receipt herffi ith. If rnw latest photos show up 
anythinc n ,\,1 I "fill send you prints . 

\ ith regards - Yours etc. , 



Re - Lot 6 - T~terhou3c Sale - J~ndon,June 27~ 1955. 

10¢ 1847 on covor from Philade1phi3, Pa. my 122 1 .~ v·' c. EnglDJld to Pario, Frnnce. 

In rw op' • n, the lOy 1847 otonp \ as not us onthia cover. Th stamp io 0. vIm
canceled aT!.d cleaned copy. 

In By oI?i.'lion, this uas a. ot·<.U-i,! ....... "'so 00 vcr , uith lO¢ in po"tcigo' id i;W co.~l or 
ch rgo account . 

In BY ouin on, the blue fr~ ......m \1hic 1 ties the ot.m:1p to covr, io e. painting - is 
not lwndstruck a in a very clever' tuticn of tho genuine otr' POG of t io mrking 
on t e cover. 

At tho period lJhich ttis 1 tt~r 'tm" !'IUcd t e U. S. • d not hav a sta! treaty l.dth 
either . t".lan or ranee. Tili" lettol' 100 r.l£3iled froI'l Phlladelphia on Fri ny, ray 
12, 1849 to Boston (10¢ poot C 1013 rcqui ~d to bo paid) for the sailing of a Cun" d 
It! . Ship ( 1tish) frOL"l t let port on nes y, J~v 17, 1%. Tho lO¢ ~nt 
merely tl 0 domestic l."~te po' 2 oz. 1'1'00 f'hiladel bin to Boston. There 10 a ritish 
pootmrl on 'back, (red orange) of Ua.y 31: 18-48. On faco is 0. pen ... kine. is was 
npplied in France and tillS 1115 dec:i.nes,," or the U. S. uivalent Ol a raxim tely 2S~¢ . 
This 't'lllS the sun due from tho oddres8eo for the carriage fr the U. S. f .... ntier (at 
Boston) to th Paris deotin"tion, on \lo.a D.ted in accord \;1ith tho ne1o-French oostul 
treaty in ef'fect at that timo. ccompanying t is opin' n is a p .ato rap. of t 0 10¢ 
ote.mp \ hich I ma.d by ultra.-violet light ana n 1 1S t. e rcnovcd n mrl"s v 1";/ plain. 

AUGUST 18, 1955 



I 
I 

To rJhom it may; concern 

Re -Lot 86 - Waterhouse Sale - London,June 27, 1955 . 

10i 1847 on cover from Philadelphia, Pa. May 12~ 1848, Via England to Paris, France. 

In my opinIon, t.e lO~ 1847 stG..'1lP \Tas not used on this cover . The stamp is a pnn
canceled and cleaned copy. 

"- In I':.\¥ opinion" this viaS n stampless ooverJ tvith 10¢ in posta.ge paid by cash or 
ch:rge account . 

In my ouin" on" the blue framed PAID \1hic11 ti s the stamp to cover" is 11 pai..nting - is 
not handstl'uck and is a very clevor indt;:,.ti<m of the genuine strikes of this mn.rldng 
on the cover. 

At the period vrhich Viis letter uas l.lailed the U. S. did not have a postal treaty with 
either En.rr,land or lorcnce. This letter \Jas mdlcd f rom Philadelphia on Friday, 18.y 
12, 18h9 to Boston (IO¢ postage v:as required to be paid) for the sai ing of a Cunard 
:r1£:.."~ Ship (British) front that port on Hednesday" Hay 17, IB48. The IO¢ p~ent \'1as 
merely the domcctic rate per ~ oz . from Ph':'ladelphin to Boston. There is a British 
postmark on back, (reel orange) of nay 31, 184S. lin face is a pen m~rking. This vJaS 
applied in France and ,I/as !tIS decir.es , " or the U. S . equivalent of ,ap roxi.rnately 28M . 
This tillS the SUll due from the addressee for the c rriage from t.he U. S. frc.nti{;r (at 
Boston) to the Pnris destination, and Vlc:.S rated in accord 1fith the Anglo-French postal 
treaty in effect at that tilne. ACcoi11panying tbia opin: n is a photograph of the lO¢ 
stamp which I made by ultra-violet light and shews t: e removed pen :marks very plain. 

STANLEY B. A.SHBr. 'OK 

AUGUST 18, 1955 
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~. bz1'a D. Cole, 
~Jy , N. Y. 

Door Ez n : 

J.ugust 14, 1955. 

Here is t Ie pr'in... ;Y u.!.t :ca.-viol '':' of tho lO¢ , 47 on I,ot, C6, 
Water ouse ('ale. This p oto b'''ougl tout sor.a dark n"l {S t t e 10 'or 
right corner. The blue lin s of the " aid" on the stn.mn look darker 
t 1ml the 1-1ue lines on the cover' illt t. is coul be d' e to the diffc 
ence in color of the star.:, and uhi-l;je .nvelop . Or could it.? 

He - this PAID . Note t e strikes on t 10 faco of the COy r . 
In both st rikes t,! ere is L. break in the top lin . T is bre"k is r -
pented in t. Ie strike on the at lIllp. T d'" cot'ld m on clevar "Tork on t e 
pc'lrt of a painter. L"I'l this pri nt the "D" of I AID measures " out 12 111 
l;,heress the "P" meaDUi~es a it more (?) - 13 ~-1 or ~ e ( .) , the "A" 
about 1113 . II If t i'" is a paint job on the sl:.amp it is ext1' ely clevr. 
I ",,,-de Euch m asur ments on the stanp lhe 1 I :tned it nd I l1 S con-
vinced the "~tI on the Etamp 'tc d up l'ith t '!"jj~es en the cover. 

Ez, I h ve searcled ll\V -rilea for <"'0 eood exar.l)lcs of t e 
"Paid ll but have not been a.ble to locate any t at are any cood . Perhaps 
you lave so e good m:amp1e and hE..ve sent them to me for exanU.nE...tion. 

Yours et.c., 



\fr . Ezra D. Cole, 
Nyro:k, .Y. 

Dear Ezr : 

st 14, 1955. 

Here is the print by ultr -viol t of the lO¢ '47 on ~;""';:::;';:;.l'J 
1 at rhouse Sale. This ploto bot out so dark rks ,t th 10 
rieht corner. The blue lin 8 of the 11 aid" on the tnrm ::"001" dork r 
than the blue lines on the cover ut t is coul be ue to the dirf 
ence in eclor of tho st and :Ii'hite env op . Or could it? 

R - this P • ot the strikeo on tl cov • 
In both strikes tl or "is"a. break in the top lin . :&: is br 
peated in the strike on t e stmn . Thi could Dl1 cl€.v€.r nork on th 
pn.rt of a painter. In this pzint the "D" of PAID m ourc bout 12 i 
\1her s the "P" m llsures a bit mo e(?) - 13 • or DO (? ) , the" II 

about 1113 . 11 If this i a paint job on th at P it is extr ely clav r . 
I made uch m a. ur ments n the stamp men I lined it an I l S C n
vinced t e fI~" on th stamp matched up 'ith t~ strik s on tl e cov r . 

Ez, I h ve searc ed T:J:I files for so GOod ~ pI of t e 
I1Paid" but have not en able to loc~te any thnt are nny ood. P ps 
you have some good exanples and have sent thorn to e for e:mr:drntion. 

YOUTs etc. , 

• 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

STREET AND NO. 

CITY AND STATE 

lfyou want" 
return receipt. 
check which 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

~RA D. CO~ 

D 7¢shoWS 
to whom 
and when 
delivered 

O 3/¢ shows to whom, 
when, and address 
where delivered 
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter. detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
. and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry_ 
* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING O'flCE I Its5 16-71541-1 
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JEREMIAH A. FARRINGTON, JR. 

NEW HOPE. PENNSYLVANIA 

TELEPHONE , NEWTOWN 3775 

JULY 20, 1955. 

DEAR MR. ASHBROOK: 

THE FOLLOW INC MAY BE OF SOME INTEREST TO 

YOU FOR YOUR NOTES: 

liVE LOCATED THE FOLLOWING 1857 IOC, PLATE 2 ITEMS: 

POSITION IIL2, THREE PEARLS ON t:I!=M R\.c...I-\-/ 

A COpy NOT IIL2 AND PERHAPS NOT 15R 
WITH THREE PE.RLS AT RIGHT. 

AN OFF COVER COpy USED IN NEW ORLEASS 
ON JUNE 2, 1859 

ONE CENT '51 PLATE THREE (APPARENTLY), A BOTTOM SHEET MARCIN 

PAIR. 

IF SEEING ANY OF THE ABOVE WOULD BE HELPFULL I'D 

BE GLAD TO LOAN THEM TO YOU FOR A SHORT PERIOD. I REALiZE, 

OF COURSE, THAT SINCE YOUR FINE BOOKS WERE PUBLISHED YOU MAY 

HAVE COMPLETED THE RECONSTRUCTION OF BOTH PLATES MENTIONED 

ABOVE! 

SINCERELY, 



' -. 

~. J . • Farr1n "on 
Nm! Hop , Pa . 

D 0.1" I1J: . F r..rrington: 

Ue. 2, 1955. 

nw return f ~o vac tion I oun y ur k' d 1 tt r of tho 20th. 
This accounts fol' t1 i t rdy c::.ckno TIe c:tont. 

It \;us :cst .-= of y u to urit ... 1 nti n d a.n:l 
I \"ant y u to knO'l th t lapp ciate your t 

.t the p e ... o. t tine I au not c n truction 
of th 10¢ lS57 Pl ... te 10. 2 . In fact it has b en about IB yca t! • nce I 
lias at all ctiv on th£..t reconstruct' on. I ot no youn,., as I :Ta.., then 
und tho ha c ~;c thnt I :ill ncv raga reS'llIOO the uor'·. 

Re . y ur eff cove co. u"oo froo 11. 01"1 anG on J\Ule 2 1 59. 
in l.:>ook I lirtod the oollierrt. use I had ov r soon of t 0 10' Type V 

~1I,...;'-"'looooO:l_g..&.4. " In II tho passing y a" 6 I lUve never 10cat d an nrli 1" u. e. 
list 10.8 II sinele off cov r uC"'oo f1' N ,1 01"1 ans on June I " 

IB59. This as in collection. \Jhe e it is nOIf I hay no • How 0 'd 'bfl.ft 
you ~hould heve <l.Yl off oVe!' • ngle frO!. ~. C. a . a:y 1 t r. I rl.ll li .... t it in 
record . 

Rc - your 01 e Cent 1851 - bottom rOll ir - s' €.t mnrgin - from PI t 
3. I rould indeed lik to BOO thi ... an if' you uil1 £01"\1: rd it I \.rill r tlh""'ll it 
dthout aJ'.y de ly (naturCllly - all c.t nw nsc) . 

'/hile I hc.~ continued r:T3' ork, from to' e to tim , on th One Cent 
Ph.to 3 and have rna considerable progr ss, I hav never cOIlplcted the \'TOl"k nd 
this in spite of the fact I have had assistance from three v ry cnpnb1 and en
thusiastic stUdents of the One Cent . \Ie m:1ke very little 1 adway becaus of the 
scarcity of material . 

Incidenta11y~ I have for sale for an Estate, a cover lith a l¢ 1851 -
~ - price \,1,500. 00. Would you be interested? 

Horcuith I am enclooing p It of rrw currcnt "Sc ice Issue . " j3 haps t he 
\1!'ite-up on Plc.tcs 5 and 6 may be of inte cst to you. 

Again numy thanks. 
Sincere~ yours, 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

CITY AND STATE 

If you want 4 
return receipt, 
check which 

POD form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

O 7¢show. 
to whol7l 
and when 
delivered 

\.)r-. 
POSTMARK 
OR DATE 

.. 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
1s-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return r('ceipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
-(::( u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFfiCE I II5S 16-71547-1 



t 16, 1955. 

Ill'. J . A. Farrington, Jr. 
N 1 Hope) Pa. 

Dcar fr. F :-rington: 

I l out of tOtm for a feu day£) an on nw r turn 
y sterday I found yours of the 5th. 

Her ri.th I am r '.:. .., dth r:;arw t wnks your bott 
rOtl pair. I regr t to inform you that t is io not fro 1 PI t 
3 but is a typical Plate ~ color and imp ess'on. I believe 

that you \-lill find that the plate posit' 0 are 96IJ.E - 97IJE. 
I believe it ~o Id be impossible to r:nd a PI te 3 pair in this 
color of blue. unu ed stamp fr Pl~t IE is a rarity, b.Y 
w ich I m an, stamps which have not had a cancel ~tion rove • 
henever I run across an unu.<;oo l¢ 1 51 ir Plate One Farly I 

assume th t it is c1ean"d. Some cleaning c emicals th t arc us d 
hay a temency to altci.. .. th color to s e.."rt. nt . Your p~r oes 
not appear to va b en cleaned but n crlheless, it nig It b 
Jell to hay it ex<ll'!lined causc if it i actually lunu It yeu 
hav an xceptionally nice it • 

ne - the m asur ant" of L"'!lprints"s ivan r.u 
book. At the mOIllcnt I cannot locate original mtes th~t I us 
aJnoot 20 years ago, so I crumot ans 'f 1" in a sa.M. fa.ctory DJmer 
your u rye ltv' gue's i th t the e sur ents \; re . e from 
copie that we \lere sur 1 e cOITect at tl t time. 

Thanks for nQvice on t l. arly 1 . 7 starn.p of Jan. 2) 1958. 
I have made a reeo d of it . The earliest 100rnm fr t';is pl tc at 
present r: 

Dec. 1, le57 
Dec . 31, 1957) t if' l' nt 
Dec.331, 1857) wo - re 
Jan. 1S. 1858 -(yours ) 
Jan. 16, 1858 

S 

, 
1 



JEREM IAH A. FARRINGTON. JR. 

NEW HOPE. PENNSYLVANIA 

TELEPHONE, NEWTOWN 3775 

AUGUST 23RD, 1955. 

DEAR MR. ASHBROOK: 

MANY THANKS FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF THE 
PLATE ONE EARLY PAIR. I'M DOUBLY EMBARRASSED, THOUGH. I 
HAD THOCHT II TO BE A VERY SMALL HELP TO YOU BY SENDING DONN 
A PLATE THREE PAIR--AND I WASN'T. AND FURTHUR DURING THEPIST 
FEW YEARS I'VE PLATED AT LEAST A DOZIN COPIES OF 9711 L BY~E 
SHIFT AND THE BIG DOT AT UPPER LEFT CORNER, AND I SHOULD 
MOST CERTAINLY HAVE RECOGNIZED THIS POSITION IN THE EARLY 
STATE BY THIS DOT. I rEEL RATHER STUPIDI 

I'D FEEL RATHER BETTER IF YOU WOULD LET ME 
KNOW WHAT YOUR USUAL CHARGE IS FOR SHECKING AN ITEM LIKE 
THIS, rOR I WOULD LIKE TO COMPENSATE~FOR THE TIME YOU SPENT. 
WILL YOU PLEASE BE KINO ENOUGH TO LET MEKNOW. 

ANOTHER THING--I'VE NEVER OWNED A PLATE 
THREE STAMP IN THE 'TYPICAL' COLOR. ALL OF MY ONE EARLY 
STAMPS ARE IN THE CLEAR LIGHT BLUE SHADE, SO I CAN FORGIVE 
MY <ELf fOR MISSING THE COLOR, PARTICULARLY AS I BOUGHT THIS 
PAIR IN THl WATERHOUSE SALE AND IT was DESCRIBED AS • PLATE 
THREE ITEM. Do YOU PERCHANCE HAVE A PLATE THREE ITEM IN THE 
TYPICAL COLOR WHICH YOU COULD SELL ME? CONDITION NOT 
IMPORTANT, 8R PUTTING IT DIFFERENTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO BUY EITHER 
A TOP NOTCH ONE WHICH COULD BE INCLUDED IN MY COLLECTION, OR 
ELSE A 'DOC' TO USE ONLY AS A COLOR SAMPLE IN MY LOT or REFERENCE 
MATERIAL. IF YOU CAN HELB, 1'0 BE VERY APPRECIATIVE. 

I'D ALSO APPRECIATE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR 
'SERVICE' PUBLICATION. CAN IT BE OBTAINED BY SUBSCRIPTION? 

MOST SINCERELY, - .--,.{ a_~ 



HAROLD G . DUCKWORTH 
368 LONG HILL STREET 

SPRINGFIELD 8 . MASSACHUSETTS 



POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

J 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OffiCE J IISS 16-71547-1 



A at 20th, 1955. 

1r. 0 d G. Duclarort , 
368 Longhi11 ~t . , 

S . g ield 0, lJa3s . 

Dc:ll.... !r. J.) elm-ort:.: 

=..t....:=:,..t;." cov r s per youro 1e 
10 r dul nt , that is, the 24¢ 

The 'bo'm las Blue Is_and, ID. If the use uu(:) .1: r . ;11. 
~ 1869, t at lculd be Y£rZ voX curly for n 24¢ 1869. The Oil 10 

rate to ng1and uas 12¢ at that ti! e so why 24¢'~ If' t .13 uce \1 S 

1· r . 31; 1 70, tho . ~le 'at at that t; no as 6¢ 30 I doubt if 
this could ha~ been a I. x 6¢ . 

lW fee for tho aboV"e is 3. ,0. 
I note by the papers that your section of the country 

1m3 suff red greatly from hea y rain in the at f days. e could 
use lot ut this \lay - no in in s v ral '\leeks .. 

Re - the it you. ntioncd . Dea1eJ. hote ( I m nn 
~) to ha.ve item r turned . They aro that a:r 60 Jo m Fox is no 
exception. That is y I am not overly popular with the fr ... tcrnity. 

(37-9 
6- 2 J) 

th r ards-

Cordi 11y youra, 

• 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H . WARD . JR . 

ARCHITECTS BUILDING 

17TH AND SANSOM STREETS 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

August 26, 1955 

In reply to your of the 23rd, I would advise that the 5¢ orange 
brovm 1847 from the Picher collection came from the collection put 
together by Henry C. Gibson. He had possibly the finest lot ever 
gotten together. This 5¢ orange was purchased by Gibson from Perry 
out of the Ackerman collection. It was certainly a true orange. It 
was sold by Picher as such and I certainly agree with him. 

You were speaking of the lot of the 1847 issue being pen
cancelled and cleaned. I have seen a lot of them but I am frank 
in telling you that I have seen many that you have turned down as 
pen-cancelled and cleaned and I certainly did not agree with you. 
1 especially recall a lO¢ 1847 which came from one of the big 
collections, which you felt was pen-cancelled. I just did not 
agree with you. We all make mistakes at some time and the best 
evidence of this is the 3O¢ 1869 cover from Gibson's sale, which 
you sold me and which you later condemned. You vnll recall I had 
the original purchaser return it on your account and later on you 
~~te me that you considered it good but then valued it at a much 
higher figure. 

Duckworth has just returned a 24¢ 1869 cover to me, without 
comment. He said he was going to send it to you and I was 8urpri~ed 
to see thnt you must have turned it down. Would you mind telling me 
why? 24¢ was the proper rate to England, as I recall, and the stamp 
seemed to be nicely tied to a mourning cover. If a man wanted to make 
such an item, from my point of view, he certainly would have done a 
better job with a better envelope and a clearer marking. 

Picher is still alive, but unfortunately has given up his stamps. 
He has turned over to me those that he had retained to the last, 
namely his 1869 blocks and singles. I have sold quite a few, but 
still have some nice things left, including proofs. If you have 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook August 26, 1955 

- 2 -

anyone especially interested, I will let you know in details some of the 
pieces I have. They are marked high, for when he went into the auction 
market and bought these, he paid goo~figures for them at a time when 
these 1869 pieces were bringing hign.~rices than today. He has turned 
them over to me to sell for him at cost and I have simply added a 10% 
profit. 

Don Steele has a pretty elaborate laboratory, including glasses 
for which he has paid as high as four and five hundred dollars. 

When we can go through these and find no traces of a pen~ark, I 
feel pretty confident of my position. 

On the 5¢ red brown 1857, which Hollowbush had on the cover with a 
stl~P of 3 of the 10¢, you will recall that you believed the 5¢ stamp 
had been pen-cancelled and cleaned and then added to the cover and 
cancelled. Hollowbush had this checked with several people in New York 
and I know we put it through Steele's laboratory here and could find no 
traces whatsoever. 

I have a new man in Philadelphia that wants attractive early 
Philadelphia pieces. I do not imagine you have in stock anything in 
this line at present, otherwise you would have possibly sent it on. 

With best regards, I am, 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

M ~ Pe Iflf'( 5c2/">pe V151-e L V) 

CI AND STATE ~ q 
10 I E~5 r 010 AyeA5Tct-J 1& 
If you want... 07'1 shows 0 3J¢ shows to whom, 
return receipt. to whom when, and address 
check which and when where delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

delivered 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4 . If you want, a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* U. $ . GOYUNMEHT PRINTING OfFICE: t 1155 16-7IM7- 1 
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l-ll'. Perry Sapperstein, 
% The Crown Shop, 

101 East fain Ave., 
Gastonia, N. C. 

Dear fr. Sapper ... teil1: 

Sept . 1, 1955. 

Thank VF.l much for yours of the 30th ith check for 2. 2l. 
I run enclosing hermrith a re ort on your 3¢ 1867 cov~r . 

Regarding ~ ref rence copie of the 3¢ lB61, pink Pigone, etc., 
I regret that I never permit these to leave ~ possession. It is not be
cause I fear that someone ,"wuld not return them but because I might m ve 
occasion to have to refer to th m at a time they ,\,1 uld not be in my 
possession. Further, I cannot afford to run tl e risk of loss in the mail or 
any possible damage by handling. It is not often t at I ~ forced to refuse 
a request such as yours . I ht also add that I charge fees for passing on 
copies of the 3¢ and naturally in examining a submitted copy I do 60 by 
direct comparison "lith nw refe. ence copies. 

for your information there are several oth€r shades of the 3¢ 1861 
which in my bumble oEinion, are even more rare than the Pia-eon. I 'refer to 
shades that I classify as the "Indian 1 ed" and the "Dark Brownish Carmine Lake . 1I 

I have done an :ir.Imense am unt of "rork on color photography that ia, 
the recording on color transparencies of the r~re shades of our 19th Centur,r 
stamps. Some colors can be reco!cer ver,r true to the origin 1, ot'e s are not 
so good. In the latter class is the .l£...P..i!:!!£ and its rel ted tints. I ch;1"'~e 
1. 50 each for such reference slides. Perhaps I could end you, for a look, . 

slides that I made of the 3¢ Brownish Carnrl.'>1e, tc., if you cared to see them. 

Incidenhally, I am breaking up a fine collecticn of 3¢ lG6l cov rs -
principally covers with cancelations. Uould you be interested in seei a 
selection? 

Sincerely yours, 



Sept . 1, 1955. 

!!r. PGrry Sapp6r tein, 
% The Croun Shop, 

101 East fain Ave., 
Gastonia,I . C. 

Dcar ~. Sapperstein: 

Reecrding your cover nth t} c U •• 3¢ 1867 
grill and mrdl iI "roTO fAC PO TIJ. CARS . II Th re is 
no G.ucstion but 'lhat. this cover is ,enuine. This "las 
a marki.'1.' applied by the He te Agent tr.::.vo1·ng ouJ~e 
1:41:,02 bet- ee~l G~ e Point to ichnon, Va. - on t e 
"Riel on ~ }t'redericksbllrg & Potomc .!I. istance 75~ 
miles -rIt. 14 trips per lleel:. Thin 1ette as maUm 
direct, 't it the Route J\6cnt . 

Sincerely yours, 

(37-10) 



PHILIP H. WARD. JR . 

ARCHITECTS BUILDING 

17TH AND SANSOM STREETS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILADELPHIA :9 

August 18, 1955 

I am writing Forster today per attached copy. He saw my 
article on early Western mails, particularly mails in Nevada, 
and sent me two covers for inspection. There is a 24¢ National 
used on a 3¢ amber Reay envelope. The cover is cancelled in 
blue "Pioche, Nev." It is addressed to France and the cover 
contains a London and French postmark on the face with French 
postmarks on the back. In addition, there is a red "PD" in an 
oval and a New York Paid 12 in red. It is an 1872 cover. 
Offhand I would ask myself the question which I ask in 
Forster's letter, and that is why was the 24¢ added in New 
York? He has typewritten on a little piece of paper with 
the cover the following: "24¢ bank note on cover for France. 
This cover is genuine. However, it is a 2¢ underpay -- the 
rate was 26¢. Very few can explain this rate. Stanley B. 
Ashbrook". The name is in manuscript, but it is not your 
signature. Can you remember as to whether you passed upon 
this cover, for I would not want to mention it in my column 
if I did not know it was gOOd.( • _ ... 

\ sinc1ee yours, ~ . ( 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 
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De r .r. Foret.r: 

outst.!l in 
covered. I note you h ve 
A nbroo, t w ie" 
th t ttl co er i 
c not und 
re ched Ne 

u.\"i. 

st~ ps 
but on 

to 1 
t .'0 

c. 

ust 1., 1955 

or 
n on early 

, Jd the 
ti r cover, 

tt'r cover in "y colu , but 

t 

cover before 
h Y' .i tl1 . 

ritin it ap. 

Sine r 1y you 5, 

PHIL! EI. RO, J • 



~. Phi ip I. ard, Jr . 
Arc' itects Bldg. , 

Dear Phil: 

l'7th Sansom St s. , 
Fhil d lphia 3~ Pa. 

AUlJ'Ust 22, 1955. 

e - til cover from. "PIOCHE I r nd I pro-
bably h&ve 0. pI oto in l!W files SOl etme_ - a 24' ITational on 'If en-
velop . It is quito obvlo's that I as mi uoted, is often'· C<lne . If 

ms aid an t rate "0.< 26¢, ho" c u1d t Y'e b a 2¢ un fir r ? The 
fact is I surely st t a l~ ov rp y" I robably okayed t e cov l' 
but I 0 not rant to b • i probably did state that vC)x fetoT could 
e. lain tl e rate \-I(1ich is a fact . The 2l.~ ste p \Tas not put on at ie York 
but at origin. I doubt if any of the fakers v arw nOl'ledge of a 26¢ rate 
to France in lS72 and thin coupled uith the f ct th t the Nm! York post:m.:rk 
has a "12" .... .'ocid indicate . ho cOV.l' is genuine. I Honder hm'l maIl\r collectors 
have a Ban.l< Note covel' she inc n 26¢ l'ate? I found a memo that Ezra Cole 
sent me a bunch of covcr~ from tie Forster collect·on last December ~nd this 
PIOCHE uas among them and that I made a photograph. I could probably locate 
it if you would like to s e it . 

Confi dentiaJ. . The latest report on t e race - 11ailpass ~ -
Hubbell ~, so I guess the o_d scrmlball is out . I hay an idea he can blame 
IJ.e . I doubt if iacBride \/ill cut much of a figure in the next t 0 years. 
There is one point I never mentioned but it is a fnct . 11ac used the C. S. A. 
to benefit Hac. He solicited items to be sent to him to examine. Then he 
tried to buy them for resale. This is something that I neve do, unless the 
owner expresses a desire to sell. 

I would like to knOVl mut you thought of the letter I rote Earl 
\fe therly. 

Regards . 

Sincerely yours., 



f 
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.te. tbilip H. "ar , Jr. , 
Architect ... B1d . , 

17t' uunsom Sts., 

Au~ust 23 , 1955 . 

P 110. p~phia 3, Fa. 

Deal' Phil: 

In th ichor Qa].e of Oct . '"'3,1946 ., Lot 55, \.;as "escribed and 
sold as an UnlU: d 5¢ 1847 Or n -0 ti . T - r.a. -G bbon ... and 
you .Tote mc t on 'tiM that ('1 in opy la the fin ct unused 
Oran that you had eve. sce . For our information, t is 6~amp is 
a pen- clean d copy., and of course tl sum is Hot oric-1.no.l . There 
is a possible ch nco that t e c lor i no'~ oriCil".al but f'rom the ex
a.tri.nation that I made \11 thin t! e past ycr;.r it is nw opinion t la';:' the 
stamp is an orc.ngo but t' a.t the color was damaged to somo e:x1ient by 
the cleaning. If' you uich you can convey this infomat':'on t Hr. 
Gib"'on. I b licve thnt you wrote r.J.e at one til.Ie thnt t e stnnp ha 
been in the Giboon collecVon for l:J&ny y~rs and that you sold it to 
hiIJ. 

Incidentally Fifield is m·m of t~ c above but "mether. Norcross 
knows about it I.4.do not knotT. Hotlev r , as the stamp s no onger his 
prop rty I dOli if he \'Iould be interested. 

"/hatever -became of Picher, is he still alive? 

It is stranue that this stanp uou1d have fooled you ar.d this makes 
me w nder hOlI • TrY nOle unused lS47 ' s and other lIe.r." 19th avo fooled 
you. 

Cordially yours , 



ESTABLISHED 19 2 8 

SUITE 1020 GO~IMERGE BLDG. 922 ,\\TALNUT ST. 

KANSAS CITY 6 , MISSOURI 

Au~ust 5,1955 

Hr . Stanley Ashbrook 
Box 31 
33 ~orth Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas~ Kentucky 

Dear I'llI' . Ashbrook, 

Now tha t I have time again to give to my collection, I have 
been rereading articles of interest from my philatelic library 
which includes the set of btamp Specialist printed in the ~ate 
thirties . I ' ve especially enjoyed your articles on United States, 
Confederates and Supplementary lail . 

In your article on the 5¢ 1847, you quote Dr . Chase on dates 
when certain colors were used . wcott ' s does not mention an orange 
but lis ts a l ( red orange . Is t lis th" same color lJr . Chase lists 
as the rare orange used late in 1850? 

1: have a 5¢ cover witn Dr . Chase ' s notation on the back "Fair 
example of t'1e rare or ange . " Ihis cover is cancelled New York, 
Mary 5,1851 , a late use, and is from a plate that is very wo.cn . 
Do you know whether or not tlh .. re are any copies knownOfthe orange 
that are early impressions i . e. from the No . 2 plate? I wonder If 
tne No . 2 plate was put in use when the oran~ e shade of ink was in 
use in late 1850. If orange copies are known both witn a worn ana 
also with a clear early impression it might be tllat during uhe 
short tiIlJe th ,t the orange was being us ed is when the No . 2 plate 
was first put to press . 

On July 29th, I sent out 725 postal cards to meffibers of the 
A. S . D. P. and I intended to send you a copy but I ran out so I 
had the questions mimeographed on a few letter heads to cO;dplete 
the list and I enclose one for you . I'm surprised to .Learn how 
few present day dealers have never seen a 1847 cover . The low 
estimate on total number so far is .;00 and tLe high 25, 000 . The 
low on off cover is 4~ tirr,es as many of f cover as on and the high 
500 ti. es as many . 

I hope to write an ar t icle on this subject for btamp hagazine 
if }/'.u' . LindquLst is interested . I will not quote anyone and hope 
you will r ~turn the enclosure with your guesses . I er:close one 
wi th mine . 

I 'm very interested in receiving any covers you have that 
you feel might interest me . 

P. S. 

Sincerely, ~/4..-~ 

I know you are not a member of the A. S. D. A. but are the 
authori ty on 1847 ' s so your opinion wil l be mos t helpful. 
For your records I own the block of four of 5¢ with "DII 
Transfer ~ The Gerber block . )1 '11 be out of the ci ty Aug . 10- 16 . 



, 
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r·1r. c. C. Hart, 
1020 Co. crce Bl~g., 

Kansas City 6 I-h . 

I note t nt you uill be av1D.Y from tl.e 10th to lSth, 60 this letter "Till 
not r ach you until aft r your r turn. I sould like to giv you r.n estimate as 
you requp.ctccl butI \lculd only be guessing and I do not like to put I:\V signllture to 
a;rry guess-uorl~. On no;.;...~ of your queries I s:ixrply h va no idea of 1'lhat \1ould be 
even o.pprox:ilnn.te. I note a. numb r- of queries in your lett r, an I 1"11 try as time 
permits to nrumCl" them. I ou· if I could take tim out at present to D.nSller all 
in a single 1 tt r. 

f..P'st ChD.uc published a very fine article on the 1847 Issue in the 
Phil:ltel:tc Gazctt in 1915-1916. In that Griicle he listed the 2¢ colors by y B:!."S . 

If YOU do not hav t lat series of zll'tic1eo (D.Ild you shuuld have) I clieve you \Till 
find tlw.t Brookr:lan copied tile list in hin book on t e FORTY-SEIT£IJS . 

Ora.!lP.;.e - In early editions of the f . U. S. an orange, t'.s lL,ted .. :::'0 per Ch see 
Not" the S.U. S. calls this a "Red Cr nre. 1I Your ol"ango co per. I S 5t t at you send 
this covu' to 1:1 SO thnt I con d termine t1'0 colo .. ' ('If t e taupe I note your cover 
io f_ OIl New York on Hay 5, 1851. This dute \'!'Ould b Clbcut rieht for t e color but the 
i'Itpres -: on .. hould be Horn. 

Plrtcs. e no\-T are uite sure the \'Ia o~ one plat and that it had two 
panes of 100. I could .!'itu sev r 1 panes on this 6ubjectbur. lack of time forbids • 

Article for "STAHPS" - ne careful" nd don' t, publish any orlicle until you 
ere much b t tel' pas ted than you a ppea:c" to be at pr sent . This is nee: nt to be con
structive. 

Tithin the year tilO of t 10 largest collections of the Forty-seven'" chonged 
hands privately, viz: he fam')u Swce°t. Collect.ion and the fru.'l us fJorcross collection. 
A very rellltby man acquired both. Ii laree sum of lloney Tan involved. Flenne tre<lt 
this in confi'once. 

Soveral yearn a 0 I publish d a f l~ies of li.rticlcs in "Stanps" on the 
"Fo:'ty Sevens . 1I This serics contains dota. t "'t you should have . 

"ith best ,ridl es -

Cordially yOtL~, 



EST.Al3LXSllED J928 

~~p1~~ 
TRADE ~{.l\..R]{ REG. 

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG . 92 2 WALNUT ST. 

KANSAS CITY 6 , MISS OURI 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr . Ashbrook, 

August 17,1955 

Thanks for taking time to answer my letter and your offer to give 
your oplnlon on my 1847 "orange" cover. I've since heard some experts 
say that the only real orange was the one mint copy in the Ackerman 
collection. I wonder why Scott's changed the color from "orange" to 
"red orange." The stamp on my cover is obviously from a very worn 
plate about as worn as any I've ever seen. 

I do have Brookman's book on the 1847s which quotes ~~ . Chase 
and also all of your articles from "Stamps" since 1933 but I do not 
have nor have I been able to locate Mr . Chase's article in the 
Philatelic Gazette . I hope to acquire it someday. 

I've heard from several sources that the Sweet and Norcross 
collections were acquired by a wealthy man who paid ~150, ooo for 
the latter. It used to be that a collector had a chance of acquiring 
a few nice items when prominent collections were sold but lately it 
appears that one must be prepared to buy entire collections in order 
to acquire items that one has waited years for a chance to get . 

I appreciate the friendly advice about going slow on any articles 
about the numb nr of 1847 covers. I expected your answer to my guess
ing game to be what it was although I hoped it would be different. I 
understand your r eason and respect you for it. 

Whenever I mention the subject of '47 covers to interested 
collectors or dealers, I find a great deal of curiosity and interest 
as well as considerable difference of opinion. As well as being of 
passing interest to many collectors, I feel that some constructive 
good might come from it . Covers postmarked from certain states are 
very scarce. Scott lists covers from panama but not fronJ Arkansas, 
Minnesota Territory or California and these are rarer and from Iowa 
almost equally so. I also expect to find that the, e are so few 1847 
covers that it might be financially practical for each one to be 
microfilmed, numbered and recorded. 



t 

• 

With prices for early covers increasing so rapidly the temptation for 
forging is great. 

Personally, my first wieh is th at this enterprise , .. ere in more 
capable hands such as yours, second I wish it were in your hands with 
my help, third that it were in my hands with your help and as a last 
resort only that I do it alone. I have a letter from l'.r .Lindquist 
saying he will be interested in publishing the article (no pay of 
course) and has offered to run an advance article asking for information 
from collectors and students. 

Iknow you have your own research fields and your time is more 
than full, but is there any possibility that you will carryon with 
this survey? I know you can do it without any assistance, but I wil~ 
help, if I am not more trouble than help. 

~ihe First National Bank in Colorado Springs, I have an exhibit 
of Presidential franks associated with the respective president on 
the Presidential series of stamps and with Mr. Michaels a display of 
early Western covers. From reports, the display is attracting 
public interest . 

Ny best regards--

~.,g 
C. C. ~t 



1!r. C. C. Hart, 
Suite 020 

922 alnut iJt. 
Kansas City, 

Den' ..j.'. Ha::-t: 

Au 'Ust 3 1955. 

enclcs 'll,! yo 5 1847 COVEr . 

.... 

I h":Vc the 
record 

t t t~lll that 
P IlL I r' 

Here:1ith I Am cnclo::;ing a cemo that I ront to t 1 subscr1 r to DW 
IISpecial S l"Vice. lI Incidentally, iSr'uoa fmc 1 n" t u's ~r gen rilly 1:1" 'led the 
first of each 1 nth ·it. fine p lOto P 0 of t 10 it ms dif'cur!s • 
scription _ ~"'ic is 100. 00 per y 01'. The enclo~ed n 0 re:U t co to ~"'cu of 

til 195/t and un e:r- s p !'at cov!' I run s ndine you ~ ampl copy 0 t!lt ' s e . 
Please note thnt I ererred to tt'fO copi s an t Ie "Sl t r CO}:-yH (used) an t 1e 
unused copy as the l!Gib on" or IIPichel copy. " mhc latt:. m in -h Henry C. 
Gibson c lledion for many Y IS, l'leG sold to P' :e.rd lho put U into the "Picher 
collect" on." lard sold the Picher collection t auction in 1946 nd the "mint" 
copy ros pur LaseC. by Fifield for A. D. l{orcro""... . It 'ht be of interest to you to 
know that _ st spring I IJade an 'n tion of tlli'" "mint" copy n I n. not SUI'

prised to find thnt it is a pen-cl an d copy ,litl fllke gum. Fric'" at ich t is 
s a: p sold in th pe.st vlere rather high for ... pcn-c.:mcel stcnp ven "':.hou.eh it was 
originally n r",al oranpe. I think th t thfl cleaning did fu.de the ori in c Dr 

to som e.-rt,ent . If you lTould liJ{ th three color slides mentioned in e enclosed 
memo I can . upply them 1 . 50 roch. I iill make 0. colo'" sli e of yeur stamp and 
you can then campare the color~ of t e th:r. • 

Re - your que:rJ as 0 uhy the S . U. S. cl~anged the color frOll trOran,r:re" to 
"Red Ol·~gC . " I really 0 not k 0 I but I suppo c it ac done so as to include 
stamps that are what are called "commerci 1 copies . II I beli ve t e ch"Ilbe \Vas 
sensible as very fm collector can own n II orang e" but roo can own a "r d Ore w.e. " 

He - th - Case article in the old "Philatelic Gazette. " This article 
ran fo .. " aill03t a year, (monthly) 60 in order to ac,uir. a copy ou \iould ave to 
a cquire back numbers of th gazine. I imagine thi tld be r tl-tcr ha • 

It" advice to go slow on article on the Forly event! wa'" b cause much 
that is neli in the study 01 the stanp", an pl"tes has never been published, hence 
an article repeating certain data of a icles of past years is v ry apt to be uay 
out of date. I \'fill ci te an exrunple. In your letter you enJdoned th t your 
"orange ll stamp uaa a wo!'n plrte copY. I t t ook me a long til e to realize that such 
copies are not a "worn plate" var i ety, so you can appreciate that if you ~ent,ioned 
in an article a 5¢ ' 47 IIp te 2" or a "'vorn pI to copy" you lIould be ITiting about 
something t hat never exioted. 



t'2 . Mr. C. C. Hart - A ust 2,3, 19.55. 

You mentioned covers fro Cclifornia. I knou of one fron San FrlU1ci co 
\-lith a strip of four of the lO¢, but r- do not recall any cover -ith t e 5¢, tha.t 
is, .!!Q...e,g l-thi1e the 1947' s w re current. 

t the pr.osent time I am handling tie rat er laree 19th Century collec
t on of cov T' fomed b;r th 1 "te H&.rold Stark of Ann Arbor, J·ach., and tria ia 
occupyi."1 all!!ly t' e. I sincerely 1: egret that it would be impossible for me to 
t '':e on "IV addition<: 1 duties such as assisting you· the a.rticl you are prepar
ing . Au it is : have been ror.d.ng a.lr.loot cv ry nightt i~ hot SUlmner. If I took 
on any more ".'Or.~ I ,row. bfve 0 be at it aroun the clock. 

I note you h"v on i6)1~y at Colo ado Springs a collection of Presidential 
!'ranks. 

Co .... di 11y your:J, 



lor. C. G. La ", 
Suite 1020, 

922 . <nlrr..l St . , 
... U3 C':ty 6, :0 . 

Dear 11-. Hart: 

• 2ll, 1955 . 

H rmlit I an r turning your 5~ 1847 
1I0rangcll on COVel as per my lette of yest.£i!'day 
the 23rd. Thanks V r'Jr uc 1 fc!' r ki 
in loanin tl is to I suppo €: you 
this cov r from •• Hie ... Is but ave you any 
idea \ • e 1 it? 

itl d. r 5 -

Sir. ercly yov~sJ 



August 24, 1955. 

lir. James V .. Hardman, 
234 Eleventh Ave., 

South Charleston, \l. Va. 

Dear Hr. HardIrtan : 

I read l1ith much interest yours of the 17th. Thanks v ry much for 
your kindness. I note that you sent a copy to Ur. i~oodB an I am sure that 
he will be much interested. 

I I!!Ust confess that I an not much of a student on U.S. po tna.nks 
that were used on dome tic mail from the z:rl.ddle s:1>..-ties thru th s venties and 
1 tor, 60 I lias pleased to 1 arn that the type of postmark used on your 3¢ 
Breen was a type that 'Has used even earlier than 1870. I run returning here-
.. lith yom 3¢ 1861. 

The ,ention of the finds that you have e are really remarkable. 
I can hardly imagine a used block of 100 of the 3¢ Green 7207 - a full pane. 
I think it would be nice if you nentioned this in some notes for rrStamps. n 
I think an unused block of 50 of the 2¢ 1869 is quite a nice item. to find . 
I never knml that such it 6 as you mentioned l'TCre in existence - stampless 
( .. rrappers) wit;) such hiah rates. I "ould' eed be gl ad to see all t at you 
mentioned as I would like to include a record of them for nw files . If you 
will be kind enou to fOJ,"uard by registered mail at my expense I rill be care
ful in the handli and fill return promptly, and with mZW thanks . 

Yes, I urree that we can expect many surprises in philutely and no 
doubt that is one of the r.w.ny features that make the avocation of continued in
terest . I suppose few weeks go by without bringing me sonething neu - SOl!e 
additional bit of interesting data or some problem solved. 

I note that yeu nre a member of the U. S. Cancellation Club so no 
doubt you knew or !mew of the late Ikrold li. Stark of Ann Arbor, {tch. Harold 
iias a very close friend of mine and his sudden pa~ sim~ t 10 Y aI'S ago last lfu.rch 
\'Ias a severe shock and loss. I am r.t present engaged in dispersin for his 
Estate his 1 ge collection or 19th Century covers . I will be Clad to submit to 
you some nice things in 3¢ 1~61 covers if you would ilie to see t em. As you 
may !mow he had a very large specialized collection of the 3¢ Bank Note. I sold 
t his intact . If there are any special ite."llS you 'muld like to see yeu can advise 
me. 

Again thanks for ur interesting letter. 

Sine rely yours, 
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lIr. Jm:tCs • HardtJanJ 
234 F.J.eventh .venue~ 

South Charleston, \I.Va. 

T nnks v ry T.D.lch for your kin ess in 
sen inc oe t. tl 3, 1S69 cov r poot ~-"ked Oxford", 
Conn. I hav Cc!:.-·c.fu1ly noted the postrn.3rl~ . 

It is :.cturn d horC"it <16 rcquc"tod . 

51 corely y rB~ 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
tort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Sir: 

234 Eleventh Avenue 
South Charleston, vest Virginia 
August 17, 1955 

I am indeed ashamed of !l\Y delay in replying to your interesting letter 
of July 20, in which you enclosed the letter of Basil G. Woods of Bangor, Baine, 
concerning !l\Y 3¢ green on cover cancelled lIar. 13, 1870. I have not been dilatory 
by choice, several factors entering in, for which I earnestly apologize. 

First, I want to thank you for your article in the June ll, 19::>5, issue 
of stamps magazine, which I thoroughly enjoyed. There is one point in the article, 
however, with which I disagree and that is that the particular type of cancel oc
curring on !l\Y cover did not come into use until sometime after 1870. 

This type cancellation was used at least as early as 186 ,and I am en
closing herewith a copy of a 3¢-1861 so cancelled to prove m¥ point. Comparatively 
speaking, it is quite a scarce cancel, and is most often found on the 1867 and 1869 
grills. I don't recall having ever seen it used except on the 3¢ values of both 
issues, being more common to the 3¢-1869. \Vhen found on 3¢ greens, it is almost a 
rarity in itself. I have made these observations in !l\Y study of cancellations and 
as a member of the U. S. Cancellation Club. This is the same size and style cancel 
which is very common on the revenue stamps of the period 1862 to 1872, inclUSive, 
and which is seldom found on first class mail. 

Now, back to l1r. Woods' letter, whose conclusions are very much the same 
as my own in the assumption that the date can't possibly be anything but },Iarch 13, 
1870. I mentioned in one of !l\Y lettersof a year or so ago to you that the date 
couldn't be 1876 since the general contour of the 110" is complete, whereas, it would 
not be so if a "6 11 were involved. Note that the figure 116" as it appears on the 
typewriter which I am using does not form an oval as does the lion in the cancellation. 

}~ mind is not closed to any possibility, but I am yet of the opinion 
that the town cancel is Seabeck, de . I am unaware of why l'Ir. woods finds it dif
ficult to believe that the possibility of usage at Sebec is so remote. Of course, 
it is possible that the stamp was purchased elsewhere, and was mailed at Sebec. 

Now, as to the spelling "ShABECKII: Jiirst, permit me to say that it is 
possible that the letter which I have deciphered as IISII could be something else, but 
on the other hand I believe that the liS" appears a little more distinctly on the 
cover than it does on the photograph examined by Nr. Hoods. As to the abbreviation 
of the name of the state, I note that l'1r . \'Joods is in error in concluding that the 

represents the first letter of the abbreviation. On the contrary, it represents 
the last letter, follovTed by a period which has been smudged so that it blends into 
the outer circle of the cancellation. This is probably an "Ell which would be 
a part of the abbreviation "11e. lI , although it is also possible that it could be a 
part of a "Til from the abbreviation nVt." 



Hr. 3tanley B. Ashbrook 
Page 2 
August 17, 1955 

I believe that we can discount the odd spelling of Sebec without too much 
trouble. Someone just plain "goofed ll when the cancelling stamp was ordered -- and 
this is ver,y common, for example, PittsburGh, Pennsylvania, has been spelled with 
and without an "Hit off and on for many years, as has uartinsburg(h), West Virginia. 
Cleveland, Ohio, formerly was Cleaveland, and I even have a postal card from there 
used in the 80's with the spelling Clevleand in the postmark. 

About eighty or ninety years ago , here in .est Virginia, a new postoffice. 
was opened. bo many people named Sizemore resided in the vicinity that it was de
ciCied to name the new postoffice "Sizemore," but the Post Office Department mistook 
the "S" to be an "11/, and to this very day the postoffice is knorm as I/Lizemore." 

Hardly anything is beyond the realm of possibility in philately. New 
discoveries and finds are being made every day. Witness the wonderful sheets of 
Columbian and Omaha dollar values which came to light last year. 

I, myself, have had some almost unbelievable philatelic experiences. 
In 1947 I found a full pane of 100 of the 3¢-188l used on a large piece of cover, 
and with each stamp cancelled with a blue target. To my knowledge, this is the 
only full used pane mown of any 19th centur,r U. S. stamp. rhis came from a ver,y 
small West Virginia town. At the same time, I also found a block of 50 of the 
2¢-ltl69, unused, with sheet margins and plate number. 

I have enormous strunpless covers used during the 1830's and 1840's from 
places in vlest Virginia too small to even be called a crossroad, which bear postage 
up to ~22.50 --- not 22i¢, but \(22.50. I found these myself and removed them from 
the enormous property books around which they had served as wrappers •••• althou5h I 
have been told that such high value stampless covers are impossible. I also have 
other stampless covers bearing various rates such as ~19.75, ~17 .25, ~13 .50, ~9.75, 
..$9.62, ~'7 .314 , ~p3 .35, etc. If you should desire to see these covers or wrappers, 
I shall be glad to submit them to you. 

So you see, I'm an optlinist, and nothing surprises me as far as philate~ 
is concerned, for it becomes more apparent. ever,y day that many finds are to be 
found and much, much more research is to be done. I am not financially able to 
carryon as I should like to so. 

I shall be pleased to corresponu with Hr. ~>loods, although I do not be
lieve that a search of present day maps will help much, ana I believe that the 
search should be confined to daine and lTermont, althouoh I haven't found anything 
on these maps that could fit as well as IISEAo.l!,;CK, H1." 

I submitted rrry cover to GorQon Harmer of Cicott PUblications who listed 
the date of March 13, 1870, for the first time, in the 1955 edition of the bcott 
Specialized U. ~. Catalogue. 

1'hanking you for past favors, I am 

Ver,y truly yours, 

Hardman 
J11H:eps 

cc: rlasil U. ~voods 
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The Earliest Known Use of 
U. S. 3c 1870 with Grill 

My GOOD friend and fellow 
student of 19th Century U.S., 
Lester G. Brookman, advised 

me, under daste of May 17, 19154, as 
follows: 

"I have 'before me a cover with tlle 
corner card of the "Saratoga Star Spring 
Co.," bearing a 3c No. 136, 'C3c 1870 with 
grill), wirh a strong 'end-roUer' grill. 
P{)stmarked Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
'MAR 24' and bearing the receiving mark 
of the St. Nicholas Hotel as 'Nicholas 
Hotel, Mar 31 1870'. Cover is 100% 
O.K." 

The S.U.S. gives April 12, 1870 
as the earliest use known of this 
stamp and also as the earliest known 
use of any of the 1870 stamps with 
grill. Thus the discovery of this 
cover establishes the fact that the 3c 
stamp with grill was used as early 
as Mardh 24, 1870, a date over two 
weeks earlier than any other record. 

In his book on The Postage 
Stamps of the U.S., Mr. Luff stated 

By 8T ANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

that the "proposed new issue" was 
announced as early 'as September 
1869, but that, "The sbmps were no<!; 
placed on sale however until about 
April 15th, 1870." This statement 
,vas based on a circular issued to 
postmasters throughout the country 
by the ~hird Assistant Postmaster 
General and dated AprH 9, 1870, 
which stated, "At an early date •.. 
the Department will issue to post
masters, postage st8Jmps for a new 
design, . . . You are required to ex
haust all of the present style on 
hand before supplying the public 
with the new." 

According to Mr. Luff, it appeaTs 
that the American Journal of Philat
ly got out an "ElCtra" dated March 
25th, 1870, announcing the issuance 
of the new stamps, but Mr. Luff 
stated he had never seen a copy of 
the "Extra" and, quote, "it would 
seem doubtful if the stamps were ac
tually in issue on March '25th. Pos
sibly they were described from 

British Empire Sale July 13 -14 

428 

THE collection of A. B. Otter of Montreal, which will be sold at 
auction on these days, covers both 19th and 20th centuries. The 

20th century portion is practically complete, mostly unused and full 
of commemorative sets running up to the £5 value. 

On July 12 an interesting group of UNITED STATES will be 
offered. Write today for a catalog of this attractive three-day sale. 

HARMER. ROOKE & CO .• INC. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue New York 36 

proofs or from a set shown by some 
official. " 

T'he above ds of 'special interest in 
view of the discovery of the cover 
with postmarked date of "March 
24," (1870). 

Again quoting Mr. Luff - "The 
stamps of this series were issued 
both with and without grID and bOOh 
styles appear to have been in use 
at the same time." 

In the listing of the issue without 
grill, the 1954 S.U.S.states, "Issued 
(except 7c) in April 1870." 

Mr. Brookman in Vol. 2 of his 
19tfu U.S. study, also stated that it 
is believed that both the grilled and 
those without grill except the 7e 
were issued in April 1870. 

A possible earlier use of the 3c 1870, 
without grill 

In the summer of 1953, J. M. 
Hardman of South Charleston, 
W. Va., sent me a cover with a Be 
1870 without grill tied by a double 
circle postmark reading, "SEA
BECK - ME - MAR 13 - 1870." I 
repeat that the stamp was a N 8-

tional without grill. Unfortunately 
the "0" of 1870 was not pladn 
enough for me to be sure whelJher it 
was an "0''' or a poorly struck "6." 
Further, the style of the postmaTk 
did not appear to me as a type that 
was used as early as March 1870, 
but that was just my opinion and 
not based on any positive evidence. 
The cover was addressed to MILL
BRIDGE, Me., and as far as I could 
determine no one .JJad tampered with 
this cover or attempted to make an 
"0" out of a "6." I advised Mr. 
Hardman that because of the lack 
of some definite evidence of some 
kind I could not list this as a use on 
"Mar 13, 1870." 

In light of the above ,discovery of 
a 3c Green Wiith grill, used on Mar. 
24, 1870, it does seem possible that 
Mr. Hardman's cover might well be 
the earliest knorwn use of a Bc Green 
of 1870-a stamp without the grill. 

Perhaps one would wonder why 
this small post office in Maine had a 
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Danville, Va. 
( Ad h f'Si \" f') 

T\"I'E 

801JTHERN 
TyPK I 

S01JTHER N 
1','P[ 1.\ 

Straight "SoliTIIERS" 

TnF. 18 
Curn·d uSoUTHERS" 

TYPE II 

~ 
PAIDr 

TnE II ( 

T,'pF. I TYPE II 

Pos;t;l) n : l'pper lefl corner. 

Demopolis, Ala. 
(Envelopes) 

PAll) 

inl'lt/Mt (b) !At Jk«. 

TYPE I 
Positio,, : Upper left corn~r. 

Signed : "}no. Y. Hall" or "}. Y. Hall" 

--', 

Enlory. Va. 
(Adhl'~i\C) 

THE 1 

Prrforalt"lJ 011 Ihrl't' s:dl's. 

(En "elopes) 

THE 1 THE I 

Position: l"j)per ri~hl C.lmer. 

Eatonton, Ga. 
( Envelope) 

TYI'F. I 

Position: l'PPI'r ri;.::hl c:>rIIer. 

Fincastle. Va. 
l Elln·lupt") 

t 10 4~1 
t~.!~_ 

THE I 

Pos;t;",, : l'ppt"f right corner. 

Forsyth, Ga. 
(EI1\"tlope) 

IFORSYTH.' 
IPAID.lOt 

TYPE I 

PositiC/,,: Cpptr right corntr. 

Illustra ti ons of Confed era te States Postmasters' Provisional Stamps listed on opposite pag e. 
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supply of this new slta.mp that early, 
and I wonder if the answer could 
be that the "Seabeck" post-oflice ran 
out of 3c stamps and rather than 
send any of the "old" 3c 1860, a con
signment of the new 3c Green was 
shipped. 

Incidentally, the postmark Teads, 
"SEABECK" but all my postal 
guides from 18'59 through 18811 list 
the office as "SEBEC, ME." This 
seems strange-and I wonder why. 

This cover was submitted to Mr. 
Brookman and he agreed with me 
that there was much doubt tha't the 
actual use was "Mar. 13, 1870." 
N ow I really do wonder! 

In a sale 'by Robert A. Siegel, held 
in New York on Nov. 24, 195'4, Lot 
220 was descr.i:bed as follows: "Cov
er 3e Green, end roller grill (136). 
Tied on cover from Saratoga, early 
usage March 24, 1870." 

The sale prIce of this earliest 
known N a'tional grilJ, issue of 1870 
was $52.50. 

If any reader oan show a cover 
with a Bank No'te stamp used as 
early as March 1870 will he kind
ly advise me? Address: Stanley B. 
Ashbroolc, P.O. Box 31, 33 N. Ft. 
Thomas Ave., Fort Thomas, Ken
tuelcy. 

• 
Greek Overprinted Stamps 

Explained 

By P. J. DROSSOS 

WITH reference to the photograph of 
a cover from Alexandroupolis, 

Thrace, Greece, which was shown in the 
March 12, 1955, issue of STAMPS, the 
following infol'mM,ion wi,1I be enl,ight
ening. 

Arter the evacuation of Greek Thrace 
and Macedonia by the Bulgarian and Ger
man troops of occupation at the end of 
1944, and until the Greek re-occupation 
in the spring of 1945, there was a com
munist committee formed in these parts, 
backed by the Bulgarians, and dedicated 
to making all possible trouble for the 
Greeks and Allies. (At the end of 1944 
there was a communist Upl"lSIl1g in 
Athens, which, had it not been for Brit·ish 
help, would have succeeded, and I would 
probably not have been writing this to
day.) 

The communist committee in Thrace 
had some of the Greek stamps, sur
charged as described and illustrated in 
STAMPS for March 12, and an attempt 
was made to have them passed through 
the post office outside this district into 
Greece so as to make this an offioial issue. 
Needless to say, there was no mail serv
ice I~ the Evros (Thrace) district at the 
time. Such mail was not accepted by the 
Greek Posts, and was only handed the 
receiver if taxed. (The postage due fee 
was paid for in cash or current Greek 

ST AMPS "* June 11, 1955 

stamps, Scott's No,s. 455-458, a,pplied.) 
On the cover shown in SITAMPS of the 
above date, the "T," standing for 
"Taxed" (international s[gn) is to be 
seen, Drachmas TEN were paid by the 
receiver. 

For the ,reasons I have given here, the 
surcharged Greek stamps have not been 
listed in any catalog. It should be noted 
that the Greek Posts issued a circular at 
the time rega'rding these stamps and other 
similar issues of the same period, advis
ing the International Bureau aJf: Berne 
and philatelic circles that these sur
charged stamps were not recognized by 
the Greek Posts. 

• 
New Silver Tax Surcharges 

Found by Mozian 
FROM Vahan Mozian, Inc., we have 

information that two new types of 
the S.ilver Tax suroharge on U.S. Docu
mentary stamps h,we been found recently 
by them. 

SILVER SILVER 

TAX TAX 
Two newly discovered typoes of 

"Silver Tax" Surcharge 

The tYlpe shown at the left on accom
panying illustration was found on the 80c 
rose Documentary stamp, is in violet ink, 
and appears to be a handstamp. Use of 
this is placed about 1934 or 1935. 

The type at the right in the illustration 
was found on the $100 green Documen
tary, similar to RG21, with surcharge 
11 mm. between words ,instead of 3 mrn. 
Usage of this stamp is placed between 
1935 to 1940. 

Any further information that might be 
available as to these two varieties would 
be welcome by Vahan Mozian, Inc., 505 
Fihh Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

• 
Royal Palace Sale of 

Egyptian Stamps Collection 
of King Farouk 

ON p~ge 192 of your magaz,ine of 
Apnl 30, under the heading "Phi

latelic Notes," by George van den Berg, 
it is stated that the 1944-50 and 1947-51 
Egyptian imperforated stamps on thick 
paper with black Control marks on the 
back appear to have been distributed 
rather freely as gifts. 

This information is inaccurate. The 
said sheets, a very limited quantity of 
each category, were sold at the Royal 
Palace auction and they realized high 
prices. 

I was at the auction and I can furnish 
all data required regarding figures, num
ber of sheets sold of each category, prices, 
dates and lots. 

- AJldrew G. Armenis, 
Alolltrl!ai, Callada 

"SHORT ONE" IN "10c" 
No collection of Venezuela States is com
plete without the "Short one." 

t 

Per mint block of 4 with selvedge: 
$2.50 ea.: D. Amacuro, Falcon, Guarico, 

Merida, Portugesa, Amawnas, Apure, 
Barinas. Cojedes, N. Esparta. Yaracuy. 

$2.80 ea.: Miranda, Lara. Bolivar, Sucre 

VENEZUELA STATES 
C.oMPLE'l"E, M,INT, Postage and airs. 

$650.00 
200 Diff. STATES. used $25.00 

Cash with order. Immediate shipment. Sat· 
isfaction Guara1ttecd. Dealers welcome. 

FRANK STERLING ~ 
Box 194, E<lgewoo(l 5, R. I. ~ 

WE NEED ROOM! 
TRUNKS--TRUNKS--TRUNKS 
full of stamps are overcrowding our offices 
and new purchases keep rolling in . S.o to 
get QUICK RELIEF, and make new friends, 
we haye decided to 

DISRJWARD COST 
and offer the BUY OF THE YEAR! 

IEIERIE IS WHAT Y.OU GET: 
AUSTRALIA: A full quarter pound of 

recent high quality mixture on paper. 
FRANCE: Interesting missicmary mixture 

on paper. A full quarter pound. 
ITALY: Fine mixture from a convent

a full Quarter pound-on paper. 
OFF PAPER: 
GElRMAN - FRENIOH - BELGIAN -

P.oRTUGUESE & J3RITISH C.oL.oNIALS. 

FAR EASTERN COLLECTION: Airmails 
--Comrnemoratives-Provisio n also etc. 
Stamps that are practically unobtainable. 
A beautiful collection. Regular retail value 
$5.00. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT C.oMMIDM.o
RATIVES-Trieste U.N . .o. Commem. set 
and many other EUROPEANS-URUGUAY 
U.IP.U. AIR COMM,EM. Set--etc. etc. 

A total of 
2.500 to 2.600 STAMPS 

for the way-way b elow market price of 
ONLY $2.00 

OFFER TO ADULTS ONLY. A beautiful 
selection 01 stamps for inspection will be 
included. 

FRASEK CO. 
WiHITE PLAINS. N. Y. 

IF YOU READ 
our free educational booklet now you'll 
soon see why more and more of the big 
lots are being sold to the logical buyer. 
You'll want to sell your stamps here too. 
Ship everything now. No obligation. DO 
charge for free appraisal. Booklet free on 
request. 

MINER STAMP COMPANY 
Old Stonehurst Inn Harveys Lake, Pa. 

429 



C. G. Allon Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS - COINS 

BOOKS - PAnnrrNGS • PRmITS 

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT 
Telephone 7-4495 

Stanley Ashbrooke, Esq. 
Ft. Thomas# Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

Harry B. Keffer 

I should have written you before and owe you an 
apology for not doing so. I ke~p: hoping that things would clear 
up for me wvery day and that I would be able to take a trip te 
Kans. 140. and Okla and then stop at your plaoe". S. fEU" I have 
not been able to get awai. 

I enclose herewith~eCklf~r $600. An payment of the 
Valentine front which I told yoe~or~ I went to Europe I would 
take. My customer has not had th opportunity to 1 ok at it yet 
but I know they will want 1 t'. 

The oolor slides together with the plcutre of the 
Valentine were returned to you and I feel sure you got ' them be.ause 
I believe you answered the letter whioh went :.v1th -ifuem. In any 
event I don't have them'. . 

l.fuat about the Wells Fargo oover to Soetland. I 
thought I mieht take a orack at it sometime'. I would also like 
to see in the flesh any other of those Wells Bargots that you 
haTe espeoially that one with the multiples on it. 

Will you kindly expertiz6 the enclosed cever for me 
and return it to me together with your bill. " 

~l 

\. 



l~. H&~ry B. Keffer~ 
17 Broad\-/UY' ~ 

Nml Haven Conn. 

Dear H rry: 

Au unt 28 1955. 

Her 'ith t l 5¢ lr347 cover from B r 0 H.Y. on lq lS, 'S2Q. 
I suppo e you ent thin to me because of the frar.1ed~. T lis, as you a e 
\'Jell aware" lfas the type the.t lias uced.'lt llidclph':'a but I have no record 
that it, ue.s EJver us .c.l at f<llo or cl::H3ilhc e . If this is "G_ c, then ho'\-1 
co 0 it i.s on a. st[JJllP tret appears to h~vo en used frOl'1 Euf'falo~ .Y. to 
Iryckpo .. ~t, N.Y. in 11ay IB50? This could have been a 3tamploss cov r "ent un
paid lith 5¢ due at Lockport to ,,./11ic11 .... om one could have ded the 5¢ 1S47 
stamp -- a stmnp that hud been uo;>cd "Ii Phikde1ph':' . The ctamp is heavily 
canceled with a blue E~id and the I~. II I \'Tondered if t is had been a. pen
cleaned copy so I made a photo(;rn_ 11 by ult.ra-violet, but nothing 5 0 red p in 
the "". y of pen-removed ma ... ks as you J'n~ note by the enclosed print of the 
~tamp. I elsa made a photo 0_ the cov r to ,jr ~ cut he rid and f .... runed 
PAID~ as p r print hcrCl-ith. 

Re - the sh'lde and imp essicn of th ::;tamp. This color in my opinion, 
,",ould be :r ther unusual for a use in Hay 1850. Th t date ne rna to rl a bit too 
early but 0:: COUl s on t is p im I may be \Trong. 

I have no actual proof the. such a PAID uas never used at Buffalo, 
hence cannot condemn the cover. About the beet that I can do is to state t at I 
sunpcct that t is l'faS a stumpless cover to \V' ich someone added a stamp that hod 
actually been used at Philadelphia at a la.ter date, for example, November or . 
December of ..... S50 or 'uring t e first six m'}nths of 1851. 

I am charging you a fee of 5. 00 for the examination and photographs . 

Sincerely yours, 



Au ust 28, 1955. 

i:r. r.; 'Y B. Keff" r, 
17 Broad <:.::!, 

!lffi'1 Haven, Conn. 

D r H rry: 

Your ... etc . 



C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS COINS 

BOOKS - PA~GS - P~S 

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT 
Telephone 7-4495 

Kay 19, 1955 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
For t Thoma s, Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

Thanks very much for yours of the 16th. 

Harry B. Keffer 

It is quite possible that I could use the 
co11ectioa f Patriotic it the price of $2183. allows a 
~k up for me. It strikes me that they should be pretty 
fair design. with that average so it might be possible 
for me to find some for my customer. Still when you put 
the Emerson, White, Townsend and Jeffreys collectioa together 
with fifteen years of auction buying you dGa't need to much. 

It is also possible that I could do somethiq 
with the Pony Express froat to Scotlaad it it is presentable 
and attractive. The Central OTerland frank i~nice and as you 
say yery rare. If it was a knock out for condti _ I could 
probably plaoe it. If y u have DO tmmediate sale y U might 
let me see it. 

Will be pleased to hear trom you. 

Sincerely 



• 

}~ . Harry B. Keffer, 
17 Eroadl'lay, 

N~ Haven 11, Conn. 

Dear Harry: 

Uay 2.3 , 19J5. 

I have yours of the 19th, ~nd I am enclos'ng a photo print of the 
Stork 5¢ lS47 Valentine . I believe this is already sold, but if not , I 
can offer it to you 600. 00 subject to prior s~le . 

I am leavin Thursday for a little vacation dOim in Kentucky and will 
be away a eek or ten days . 

I also have a friend "rho thinks h, might be interested in the volume 
of Putriotics. If he does not take the lot i will make you u sPBcial and 
attractive price after my return. 

The Pol\Y to Scotland is a very attractiv item as you ill note by the 
colored slide which I am enelos ng. H re are some slides of tark ite! t=; "Ihich 
I can offer you subject to nrior sale: 

Slide A50 - 17 - H. S.lI. 
II A50 - 21 _ If 

" A50 - 25 - " 
" A50 - .32 - " 
II A50 - .35 - II 

Please r turn tIe photo 

\lith be t wishes -

No . 
" II 

" 
" 

557 -
55B -
559 -
560 -
566 -

Price ,1, 500. 00 net 
II 

II 

If 

II 

SOO. OO II 

750. 00 II 

750. 00 net § 
1,750. 00 net ~ 

~ 
print and also the fiv (5) slides. 

Cordially yours, 



• 

C. G. Altoll Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS . COINS 

BOOKS - PA~GS - PRmITS 
Collections Purchased. Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT 
Telepholle 7·4495 

June 9, 1955 

Stanle~ B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
FGl't Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

Harry B. Keffer 

Thanks ~or yours of the 23rd with the pictures. 

Regret to read in your letter that you believe the 
Valentine is sold. It is not two weeks ago that you said when I 
find it you will have the first opportunity to buy it. 

I would be interested in #559 and #560 if they are 
subjeot to the usual dealer courtesy. I just coul. net mark the. 
up any to my client. 

Will be pleased to learn about the Patriotice. 

Kind regards 

Sincerely yours 

• Ke~f.r 



A . P . S. LIFE 285·6593 

COLLECTORS CLUB OF N. Y. 

ADOLPH STEEG 
1048 Genesee Slreel 

Buffalo II, N. Y. 

HONORARY LIFE 

BUFFALO STAMP CLUB 

CHAUTAUQUA C . S. a C . CLue 

NIAGARA FRONTIER STAMP CLue 

sept. 2, 1955 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.O.Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

I had made an extensive study of the postmarks, 
rate marks, etc. appearing on Buffalo stampless, having the 
oppo~tunity to check over the holdings of Dunsmore and a few 
others interested in BUffalo stampless and my data shows 
that at no time was a PAID cancellation used similiar to 
that shown on the photographed cover. 

The PAID marking used in the years 1848, 49 and 
1850 was similiar to sketch, size 4xl5 mm. and both post
mark and PAID were always struck in blue. 

Nice hearing from you again and hope that you 
plan to attend to A.P.S. convention in Norfolk where many 
of your old friends will attend. 

With my kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P. O . BOX SI 

S3 NORTH trT . THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS. KY. 

August 28, 1955. 

Mr. Rollin E. Flower, 
259 Wardman Rd., 

Kenmore 23, N.Y. 

Dear Rollin: 

Here is a photograph of a cover with a 5¢ 1847 
used from Bui'falo on .l 18, 1 O. You will note the 
stamp is canceled with a blue grid and also with a framed 
~. Can you inform me if such a f-l2 was ever used at 
the Buffalo Post Office to your knowledge? It is the 
type of blue PAID that was used at Philadelphia but I do 
not recall that this type was ever used at Buffalo, or 
for that matter, at any other D. S. post office. 

With kindest 

P.S.--I am writing a s' . ar letter;o Ad lph 
Harry Dunsmoor. 

~~ ~~~'Y' . ~ 
~jy;.)aV ~/,(~ 
~~0.dY,r ~ 

Steeg and 



Hr. Rollin E. FlOt'lcI', 
259 r~~ d., 

KentlOrc :'3, r . Y. 

Dear rollin: 

ugust 28 1955. 

e!'e is a photograph of a. cov 

-Tith kind st qrds -

Cordi y yvurs, 

or 

P. S.-I "riting a. sir.rl.lrlI' 1 tter to Adolph Steeg and 
Harry tunsI:lOor. 



, 
1 
l 

1 • Adolph e~g) 
1040 G 

H l' 

;I .I.Y. 

. it dl es re, ds-

v ialJ:r your ... 

7 

o~ icc • 

- . S.-I a r:.L°l.! n a si.':ii2 1 tor to Roll' Flo:cr lU'ld 
Huo ry Dunsmoor. 



l~. Ado1p' Cteeg, 
1048 Genesee St ., 

Buffalo 11 . Y. 

ur Adolph: 

Sept . 7, 1955. 

Th<!nks v c for your of ted. 
I rns pI as d to receive the infornation. 

I regret to st te that I v' not be 
able to atte d the . P. S. Convent 'on at jor.foJJ~ 
this ye r, much as I 10 old like to do so • 

. ith ev ry good !ish-

Cordiall yours , 



, 

1~. Ezra D. Cole, 
lyack~ .1. Y. 

De r Ezra: 

III ust 30, 19;;. 

Here is a p1 eto 0_ a coy r sub::ritted to 
m last \ eek for an opinion by Harry Keffer. The 

64. 00 question,,:" How come the Philn.. "PAID" on 
t his stmnp? Strange t hat this wo d 81 OU up t the 
sane time Ie 'ere trorki on t is fr -00 PAID. -

Please return the photo print . 

yours <:.te.,. 

; 



AUG 2.9 1955 

15 

, 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

STREET AND NO. 

CITY AND STATE 

lfyou want" 
roturn receipt~ 
check which 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

PHILIP G. RUST 

D 7¢ShoW. 
to whom 
and when 
delivered 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If yo~ want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. '* u. s, GOYUNMENT '''INTING OHIC[ : ItsS 1&--71547- 1 



, 
• 

G • 

Sept . 2 ~ 1955. 



co". 
wbich 

.. 
' . • 

Sept . 20, 1955. 

Co _. 

.it'l b~st dshe -

Cordi- Lly yOUI' , 

OCT - 5 1955 

(CERTIFlEO AIL 1 

II r[s.Ir:Io I 

.-, .. 



I have looked at all r.ry 5si 1471 S for the "Hart scratch" 

without finding another. 

Unless you know to the contrary, I believe the 5si Buffalo 

cane.with the Phila rrpAIDII was original on the eover,but with a 
III. .. 

phony paid added. The ultra violet light rtakes rle think this. 

If Keffer will chrGe a price :ttore in keeping with a doctored cover 
l-

I oight wan~ it.Soneone is stuck;but it1s not oing to be me. 

You very seldon eOl".fnent on soiled, creased and torn covers. 

The Stark collec. is full of 1 e~.Ho\'1 Y.1Ucll does this type of thing 

reduce the value? With best wishes, 



, 

PHILIP G. RUST 
Route 5 

THOMASVILLE, Georg;a 



POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
POSTMARK 

OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
1S-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the b8(;k of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt a d present it if you make inquiry. 
'f::c u. S. GO'l£lllHMtN "tlNTlNG 0"."[ I In, 111-71547 ~ I 



}'12'. Harry Keffer, 
17 Broad 1~ 

T Haven ll, Conn. 

Deal' lfu!ry: 

Oct . 5, 1955. 

Her ith I return the fake 5¢ 1847 cover 
ich has just cone back fro my friend who stated 

he had een a; ay on a vncation. I regr t v ry uch 
the delay in returning it to you. 

H.:.th best lTishes -

Cordially yours" 





/ 



f. Lerh~V" 1~:;ld_ 
Da-e-f Ull~rf1lb 

1'1 ';)'1 L l? I SSt-') 



J 
\ 

I . 

• 

'.r. C. • Philli. ~ Jr., 
le.,t kko Buckeye n .... iy 

\,T';nt f v " Flo 

t,o 

transf 

Au ust 29 195 

occurrod ,.ir", d cl'tcr all po::;itions 
=.;;..:..=......,,~= 

bc.cD.u~e cf t c ..... ho • I did not 
off 1.an th' t t in iG position 

TI. 

In t e irat v rtic" rou of the left )ane tho rol1et ing sitions 
h d ~ ohort tran~f r attop~ 1lI1 - 2111 31T1 - GILl and 111. Tb ru io no 
II~~II in connecti. n it 1 t is st rop . 

I h~.vo endorsed it on the back for y u . 

Incidentally for an 01 inion such as tho above and authentic ilion on 
the back I cha '~ge collectors and denler~ t e Gl'me fee viz . , 5 . 00, . but inyoUT 
cave I have not been nuU{ing any churge. 

This letter is to YO'l und is confident cl but you may .. u to from it 
if you H':sh. \ len I fail to c11 rge a f.ee, uhich is quite seldom, I do l10t lush 
my letters p sed on to any str cr. 

l1ith best uishcs -

Cordi~lJ.y youro 1 

P. S.--A1C you ch rginG 160. 00 for tlis cover? You should ob in 175. 00 to 
1$5.00. 



C. M. PHILLIPS, JR. 
::Etamp1> fo't (lo[te-do'!/.>. 

West Lake Buckeye Drive 

WINTER HAVEN, FLORID~ 

Member APS-SPfl-CSA-TMPS 
Phone 2-7591 

\ DO. 
J 



~4J, . ~ . ~~ ~~-
J 
~ r 

J~ ~ 2 · . 



LUDWIG L. SIMON, M.D. 

29 Hillside Avenue -

Newark 8, New Jersey 

Bigelow 3-0687 

Auvust 24, 1955. 

My dear Mr. Phillips: 

Thank you so much for your recent communication. I have retained the #1 on 
cover and herewith enclose my remittance. 

The #2, however, started a lot of controversy. The focal point there was 
about the short transfer on the left top. Some of my philatelic friends 
say there is no such thing of 1.'2, despite Scott's contention otherwise. 
Others maintain this is an "erasure". Frankly, I am at sea. I like the cover 
and would like to own it, but, because of the differences in opinion, I have 
some misglVlngS. It seems to me that the only reasonable thing to do is to 
have same expertized b,y some one like R.H.Harmer, Bob Siegel or John Fox. I 
would be glad to do so without expense to you, but I do not wish to retain 
this cover for too long, else I may deprive you of a sale. Or, I can submit 
this piece to the Philatelic Foundation where I am a member. I shall await 
your advice. 

Regarding the two other items you mention (#' s 27 & 144), the price seems a 
bit high, nevertheless please forward them on approval with rock bottom figure, 
and authentication as to trill. 

You seem to be a "regular" fellow and I'd like to deal with you. 

MOst cordially yours, 

Dr 
Ene. 



~\ --



c. M. PHILLIPS, JR. 
West Lake Buckeye Drive 

WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA 

573 

I 

•• 

, 





r • ..;tanley b . 
.,.., 3 .I. . It . 
t. he. 

t=edel"crred Phi latelic C lubs
of Southel"n Ca I ifol"n ia 

h roo .~ 
.ve . 

ea ... r. s broo 

You were ver kind ar.i he pfu in 
aut ... enticatin ___ a il tar istr~ct 0 .ashington m9.r in 
on a cover ast year . If may I wou like to jra. on 
your experience and advice a-a:n :n regards t~e .ossible 
rouue of 9. new cover = a~ tryin to vrite up for the 
same ollection . 

vover bears three sin:l s of the 
l~ 1861 , tie bv Old ~ oint Coafort cance and sent to 
hiladelphia . anuscript 1 t' & 10 v eft corn r by the 

sender , - Hatteras I nl et, Jan . 1 , , r 2, an his signature . 

I realize that both points were 
actually southern Lerritorj but cor.trolled by the 
northern arm i es . I arr wo 'lurin'-.) if it could be assumed 
~ ~t the letter travele f~om atteras I nlet to Cld ~oint 
Cor.fort bj boat where t was cancelled a.d thence overland 
" 0 hila elphia . 

ill great ~ ap reciate anything 
yo u might know about this routeing and if I haven ' t made 
the useage clear :"n this letter will glad y for ard th 
c over . 

MR. C. W. CHRISTIAN 
14364 E. Rosecrans Blvd. 

LA MIRADA, CALIFORNIA 

3 ircerely, 
./7 / :.".. C::4/. ~ 

ORGANIZED 1933 - A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 



J . 
ir. C.H. Christ!an, 

14364 E. Rosecrans Blvd. , 
La aroda, eft if. 

• 8, 1955. 

i De<lr . Christian; 

In reply to Y Ul S of the 3rd. If the 
cover has no ct er information on it other t an the 
description in your letter I doubt v ry ouch if I 
could thrOll any light on it . HOi ever ~ if you care 
to send it to me I 'ill be e:'ad to look it av • 

Sincerely ,,- urs 





M E MB E RS 
AMERICAN S T AM P D E ALERS ASS'N 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY P H ILATE LI C AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS' N , LTD. 

St a nley B . A shbro ok 
Ft. Thom a s, Ky. 

D e a r St a n: 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
R OGER G. WEI LL-RAYMON D H. W E I LL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

August 30, 1955 

The enclosed group of covers c a me fr om a single s our c e 
a nd a s will be n oted, they are a ll from the same c o rrespondence. Of 
c ourse, the only impo rta nt item is the 3 0¢ 1869 . We would be very 
gr a teful f o r your expert opin ion a s t o its v a lidity. 

W e h ope y ou h a ve, by now, fully recovered fr om your 
mysterious illness . N o doubt, the J a ck Daniels c ompletely resurrected 
y ou. W e wish it would have been p o ssible to pay you a personal vis it 
and we a re looking forwa rd t o d o ing so in the near future. 

P lease include bill f o r expertiza tion a nd postage when you 
return this materia l. 

rhw:lc 
enc. 
reg & ins 

Yours sincerely, 

R aymond H . Weill Co. 



, 
'\ 

Raymond H. 'ei11 Co., 
409 Royal St., 

k·: Orl elUS 16, La. 

Dear Raymond: 

Sept . 1, 1955. 

Herm'lith the 30¢ 1S69 cover and the oth€1" 
five (5) from the sm e cc-~e3pondence. In my opinion, 
the 30¢ covc~ is enuine in every respect and I have 
~uthenticat it on the rever..,e . I made a v ry care
ful eY~~tion of t is cover and listed aooe of t he 
points on the back. lhcre is quest':'on but. mat this 
use was actually on Dec. 142 1869 and Of r cords shrn1 
such a saLing. This -as a double rate an ~u 'ely only 
one stamp :au used, d it =ust ~ve been 30t 1869. 

Ii c lecked the ot' er covers to s e if by c:..rry c ance 
t ere \la ruv funny-business . I ct cked t' e sailing 
dates, ra.tes and routes a all a~e in perfect orde_ • 

• ~ fee en th 30¢ is ~5 .00 inc1udjn~ eturn 
posthge. If yeu \ uld lilee a r _l:.-ulur photo of t i6 
COV6r I can supply a prmt 2. CO 0 ... a color slide 1 . 50. 

Hith kindest regards ... 

Cordially yours, 



\ 

M E MBERS 
AM ER1CAN STAMP DEA LE RS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELI C SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS' N) LTD. 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G . WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL ST REET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

September 6, 1955 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $7.00. This is 
for the opinion on the 30f 1869 cover a nd for a regular photo of it. 
Will you please mail the photo to Em Krug and ask him t o forward 
it to us after he has exa mined same. 

We were much interested in the information you furnished 
regarding that party ~ho put you in the hospital. We think his little 
.scheme backfired. The great concern shown f o r your welfa re when 
it was thought you were ill only emphasized how highly you are 
esteemed in philatelic circles. 

Yours sincerely, 

ymond H. Weill Co. 

rhw:lc 
ene. 



POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want, a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOVERNM[NT 'ftINTIHG O,.,.C[ I USS IG-7IU7- 1 



-:or . !ri.ll rd H. Mack 
3930 1 en bud Ave., 

Cir.c~~ati 29.., Ohio. 

Dear MllL1l"'d: 

Sept . 1.., 1955. 

Here is a. Stark cover 71568 priced. 
25 . 00. It is a. ur;c in Sept ber of 18'70, 

a tlcoJ:1Dinution" and an llIl'U.sual u"'e to Ceylon. 
I have authenticated it on the back. 

I thought perhaps you ai.ght li...ke 
tt is . 



3930 Red B d 
Cincinnati uOh~ve. , 10 



, 

h.r. ~:lllurd H. hck, 
3930 Red Bud Ave., 

Cincinnati 29 Ohio . 

Dear Hill"rd: 

Sept . 3, 1955. 

1 e - our phone conversation. The r te to Ceylon in epteI!lber 1870 
was 22¢ lIVIA §outhsanpton. 1t Thi" me t a British ra i1 ship f .... o!.'l So thampton 
.:lround Gibraltar ::md th Uediterj.~a.ncan th::.·u Suez, etc . \ en a letter w s 
rat d IIVia ... brseill "II it I._am fro. n.;l ~ d - across to Calais - thru France 
by rail 0 Ibrxeillcs to catch a I:'.ail .... t .". er stopping there that had sailed 
fro ........ la at an carlier date. Had tr.e COy r thl:'.t I sem" 'you been routed 
"Vi Narseillcs, II the rate' t tl d time would hl!ve been 30~ . In othe"l" \lords , 
mail "Via Southampton" 1;fas slo\ er nd cheaper than Via farseilles, the rason, 
because no part of the former rate ha to be paid to the French. 

I believe your covcr origimted tit llilvmukee but had to go thru the 
foreign divbion of the Ch:i.cago P. O. If I an not mistaken, there is a credit 
of 111811 (18¢) to the British because our ma.re of the 22~ r~te Wl~S only 4¢ . 

J..f there are any othe:tpoints ubot.t t . e cover you do ' ot underst"nd 
o not heslt<..te to aBle me. 

lJhen t<::!lking to you ¢ just could not recall my xalllination of this 
cover a month a.go but I did r ber I had checked en the rates to Ceylon~ be-
cause it i s seldom '.1e find a cover \nth that destination as early . S 1870. 

.. I found that I only made one slide uf thin cover but I ,·-i11 sen it 
to you as I think I mad a regular photo for my ::..les . 

Sincerely yours6 



3930 Red Bud Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 



1 . lliott Perry, 
P. O. Box 333 

~e.,tfield, I. J . 

Elliott· 

July 8" 1955. 

Sev l"" eel s 0 4 ore.J.go I cent you a 
COVE'r - liT rICE ClIRRIED - J Nt. r I believe 
you had so e corre..,po ence rith :aurice Bloke 
abot!t it . I am in no p rticular hurry for it ' 5 

r6tu but I 'ould 1 "j~(l to knOl r if you received 
it . 

I have a _riend 0 hn.s tuo Bloods 
envelopes, both are l5LU2 (used) . This is not 
priced in the S. U. S. Is there an:! reason? Imy 
infornation you can give about this envelope 
ill be 'tlelco and \nll I ~ly ;y you a fee . 

Yours etc." 



I 

\ 

. . 

6eptember 1, Ib 

~tan: 

I find your inquiry of July 8 regarding blood's envelope~ 
L5LU2 used has not been an"5~ered. I don't xmov,/ \ hy it is not 
priced. It i~ certainly a genuine variety, in f~ct the only example 
I seem to hD.ve now i~ a cut square with genuine cc....ncellation. :i'he 
paper i5 dark ouff. 

~ll three types of Bloon's envelopes have byen counterfietyd out 
tnose knov,n to me are not embossed b.na are o~ pleces of paper Llstead 
of entire envelopes. Eiome 01 Ferrari 's L43 and L44 had gum and. 
appeared to be adhes1ives. 

I have done only \ hat I had to on bloOQ'.:> in recent years becau;:;e 
}rank HoLLO'i'Jbusn is worKing on a book. I have had IbLUIO and at· one 
ti~e or another have probably sold all the varieties 01 Blood's, but 
.t<ranK should have more information than I have. You might try him. 

bome progress has been made in ma~ing the Local Post section or' 
the wcott catalog more reliable, but it is slow. ii.henever a.nyof .. 
the ounkum that ggrees with Needham's history is eliminated the Col
lector's Club is made t.) look ratner foolish for persisting in the 
attitude that the ",orst Needham ever did was to make a few honest 
mistates. As of there could be anything honest about $or gery f or 
profitt 

I printed the acts about Russell more than a dozen years ago , 
and t.tley could have IJeen verified v.i thin five mdmutes walk of the 
~cott Co. office, yet the 6cott catalog still repeats the moon.:>hine 
that r eedham printed about Russell's Post Office. Naturally, nobody 
likes to admit he bet on the ~Tong horse • 

/ 

., 



~ . E rn. D. Cole, 
Nyo.c:, J. Y. 

De r Ez: 

Sept , 9~ 1955. 

t e 'nd. 
rcfe cnce. 

HeJ"G\rith I a.ml retm'ru..'1g t 1C IS covers contained in yours of 
I h~ve nUT'lb red th e f om to 1 "ncIuoiv for f ture 

In ~. Ie t er o~.: 
( oued t e TO "en op fr~ 
" e a fell ie! co nts: 

AID strikes 
ere 

It i r 20 iI x 10. 

s e to T 'd 

... oo~~ l' {c thin broken ro. n 

on't look to me 
en 'WI.. d 

16 - DO I suppoa 

Thanks m for your check for 3 . 00 for the t\:TO slide II per mi e 
of the 26th . 

llith regards . 

Yours etc., 







I Cl<'J I 
I 
f 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

lJI' . .>t :--1 y • Ash1- "00 {, 

P.O. ox 31 
'ort '.i.hoD1rs, entucky . 

Dear Stan: 

: R~ acclosin a batch of Phil d Inhia covers "11 vith tl e 
lIp~ d" P1Erk . ':..he owne'" of tl ese in3t1 r>ed +-h for 1000.00 E:.nd 
l.vants n:;e to do tl e s .e thic. He ';art sus to in~u""e -:;hem for 
t'l' t ount.iu st to be ~a n e • 

Look these over End see if you cen discover "nythin Horth 
llhile . 

This is for ou'"' own :'nterests .nnd to l dd to OVy 'm01.:1ed e 
so t1:i 8 Il.E:.n is just try n to help ~in 1 ee.. nin sOlT4ethin . 

1 h'" ve not 9tudied th 1'1 ... ~d - cJll sun lin the on to you . 

I do not h"ve ~is permi Jion to une these any way exc~pt 
to lool( at so if you want to use then in any orm better HI' te me 
fi l"'st so thE:t 1 c 11 \....oet his permicsioc . I c"o not thL1K t'ler \-1211 
be any objections ~ut I just w~'l~ li~e to ask fi""st . ~h re may 
be some that you vJOulc. want to use ir your S-.;rvi.ce L tter or some
t'linz li're that . 

-r.:. 
Th, 10¢,,,Holl "nd ce .... tc inly is nice and t~ si~ Ie II i ve lt to 

London . 

I ~ enc~o~:n a check for .3 . 00 for the Llides • ... 
Sincerely 

~D~:mkl 



, 

1 • Ezra D. Cole, 
Jy ck: ~ .Y . 

D Ez: 

Au ust 26, 1955 . 

I run sending you t 0 slid€s' case your 
client \f uld like to lav ... th of let S6. ice 
1 . 50 e ch. Ctheruise please turn to • 

I am also enclosing a photo PI" atly 
enl"'rged of the Phila. n~" on t\ 0 covers I have. 
One is the brok n Ii e dated September 1 S. The 
ot or is another stunper and a bit 1 :..rge- on a cov I' 
dated Janu~ry 1849. 

:L;nclosed: 
.. 62-13 

Yews tc ., 

,,62-32 •••••• • Price 1. 50 



·fr. Ezra D. Cole, 
IJyc...ck, N.Y. 

Dear Ezra : 

Sept. . 6, 1955. 

). I have yours of the d enclosine-, t e b.:ltch 
of 1847 covers. All sde to lmn and in cood shape. 
I have only Clanced at them but I note the maj 1ity a e 
early uses ..... 847- 1B48, early prints and some &i"'C v 1.71 
fine orange-bra-m. I sur'e will aka color 51 " os of' the 
best ones and you shall hnv a duplicate of each. A 
quick run thru fails to s· ou as· 10 itE::t with the type 
with the broken frame line. 

r had a letter to ay from Hollin F1fuwer stat
ing that to his knmlledge, the uff'alo F .. O. never used 
the Phi1a. type of framed "PAID . IT 

Ha t~ yours" 



BROOKMAN 
121 LOEB , 

M I NNEAPOLIS 

~ 

44 
f.., .... · · 

- VIA IR MAIL ~ 





I have just shown the cover to ~ only good 
local prospect but he did not buy it. I did 
succeed in seD.ing him a copy of 314a while he 
was here for $525 so his visit wasn't a waste of 
time. 

In strict confidence I ,~nt you to know that 
I sold a five=t'gure lot of Henry's material to 
Jack Dick. Neither buyer nor seller wants this 
information to get around so unless one or the 
other tells you about it just forget it. I felt 

1. t best, and f air, to tell you since you know 
both parties. Dick, who was previously unknown 
to me, phoned me a coupme of weeks ago and asked 
me what I had t~at might interest him. Henry came 
in before I had finished and sugf,ested that-j{take 
some of his material down to show Dick and rTdid 
and sold Henry's '47's, 51's and 57's except the 
5¢ 51's and 57's. Your name on some of the items 
eertainlz helped make the sale. The lot included 
the "Knapp Shift" and of course Dick wants to find 
out all he can about it. I didn't, of course, 
claim it was a "Shift" in the normal sense of the 
term and I told him I didn't KNOtV what it was. I 
did tell him that it would lend much INTEREST to 
any collection and that certainly is the tnuth. 



r 

A. P. S. 

C. C. N. Y. 

S. P. A. 

R. D. P. 

A. S. D. A. 

M. C. C. 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

121 LOEB ARCADE MINNEAPOLIS 3 , MINNESOTA 

I did tell him~ that you had never told me 
exactly what you think it to be but that you 
wanted me to study it for ~self. I also 
told him that you once told me that you could 
prove me wrong whichever position I took on itl 
In any event he should have fun with it and I 
think he will always be able to get as much out 
of it as he paid--and probably could make a 
profit should that innerest him--which it probably 
does not at the moment. I tell you all this as 
it is likely he will ask you about it. He has 
learned a great deal about stamps in the short 
time he has been in it and may eventually turn 
out to be a real top-flight collector. ~ite 
an operator for a 32 year old. 

It has cooled off nicely here but I guess 
it is expected to warm up again soon. I have 
two air-conditioners corning from New York and 
I will use them in two of my bedrooms Which I 
think will cool things down nicely. 

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to 
try to sell the cover. If you even think of 
sending me postage I'll skin you alive. Don't 
know how much your hide would bring on the market 
but I suspect that Colson and Zareski might put 
in bids 1 I think that my own hide might cb1aw a 
couple of bids although I think yours might sell 
for more per square inch. On an over-all basis 
mine might bri8g as much as yours due to the 
difference in area. 



September 6, 1955. 
I 

W 

1~. Jnck R. Di~<, 
15 H. Slst kt ., 

Pall' Yor.c 2l~ , .Y. 

Dear Jack: 
," 

~ Fill you plE:czc let me have a check for 
the St k cov :. s . In thc future any it that I 
send you Jill be for cash by rcturn nail. I do ot 
extend credit "tio anyone. 

'ith best 1:wh_3 -

Cordinlly yours~ 



" 

JACK R. DIC K 
15 WEST 8m STREET 

NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 

Sep tember 8, 1955 

My dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

I received your letter of sept. 6, 1955 and to 
say the lea~t, I am almost ~hocked beyond word~, 
but not so much so that I can not reply to you 
in kind. 

Your damn check was mailed to you the very moment 
I returned from a two week summer vacation, and 
I do not feel that you are in any way entitled to 
the privelege of admonishing me for merely taking 
a two week extention of credit. Credit has been, 
and still is extended to me for far greater amounts 
of money and for certainly longer periods of time. 
I do not consider the length of time that your 
material was in my possession before it was paid 
for as anything resembling an extention of credit. 

I suggest you chew your words a little better in the 
future. I am a proud man and can well afford to be 
proud of my reputation, not least of which is my 
reliability in all matters concerned either directly 
or indirectly with credit. 

I prefer to dismiss your ill-chosen words as those 
of ill-advised haste, and I am returning herewith 
your letter (in its entirety) , but altered physically 
so that it better conforms with my opinion of it. 

ours very truly, 



Sept . ll, 1955. 

l~. Jack R. Dick, 
15 \1 . Blst St., 

leu York 24, Ii. I . 

tear Ir. Dick: 

Instead of tearinB up ~ ~cttcr you should 
have torn up yours before you forwarded it to e . 
lW letter s not int nded to offend but \-ras I1crely a 
SGat .ent r:S fact lt viz., I do not extend c edit to 
arwbo • I suppose re should have had this understood 
:in the beginning. Htrf v , I j ge your letter l"'S 

'HI'itten in hnste an I ,dll file it amy dthout <my 
ill-feeling. 

Sinc r y yours, f 



, 

.. , 

ire L. G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb Arcade, 

Hinneapo1is, ,linn. 

Dear Les: 

Sept . 11, 1955. 

Re - our good friend Jack Dick. I llaS 1 e1iably in
forzood that this chap 0 :es a lot of decl.6i'S in lE*l York so 
"latch your step. I sold h:L"ll three Stark covers mich I sent 
to him on lIng. 10" amcuntinr to h25 . 00. No check cane back 
so on Sep. 6th I liTOte him as per copy. I ot a check in 
full but note the sassy letter that he urote me. I have 
never met hi.I:l pel soncl1y so I don It ~,.. lOW rhether he is a JC\'l 

or not . From hi::; phone conversation I got the inpression that 
he lJaS a Yid . Let J:le kn~ if your transaction, ith h"" was 
okay. I think be !:IIlst be a smart-Aleck and as Buch \fill stick 
someone very badly in the end. You can bet it is not £oing 
to be me. 

Kindly ret.urn t is sassy corresponde e . 

\lith regards -

Yours etc., 



lo ~o ~~~~[~~~ 
STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

A. P. S. 

, C. C. N. Y. 

S. P. A. 

t R. D. P. 

. A. S. D. A. 

M.C.C. 

-. 



, 

\ 





f 

11r. K. E. Keister, 
203 Belfield Ave., 

El;YTia, Ohio. 

Dear Hr. Keister: 

c: ept. 6, 1955. 

Be:i,"a-n.th I an r p;turninr- your Confederate cover "lith t 1e 2¢ Green of 
1862. I am pleased to report t 1at t his cover is un uestionably €enuine and I 
have little dCJUbt tha.t it came from l-fr. veatherly. I feel sure that t h e r.emo 
on the back was made by lim though he states the use "las from Alexnndria, Va. . , 
whereas the use "as fron Alexandria, La. Incidentally, Alexandria, Va. was 
never in Confederate hands. It is very close to \1ashington as you "re well 
m-mre. 

I am enclosing a stampless cover from Alexandria, La. in eeptember 
1849. I do not se~ to have a Confederate cover with t his postmark but I do 
knO't that th<;.t office used red ink in 1861 and 1862 on Confederate mail . If I 
can l~ ter on locate among ~ collection a Confeder~te Alexandria, La. cov r I 
will submit same to you. 

1r. 11eatherly is a close personal friend of Dine and in lI\V next 
letter to him I will inquire if he sold this cover to Hubbell. He is constantly 
improving his condition and in this case he probably acquired. a finer cover and 
sold this one. I know full liell that he follows this line. 

I removed the covering from the cov r for two reasons . I will not 
exa.mine a cover that is encased in any sort of a cov ring. Second - If you ish 
to preserve your covers do not enclose them in any kind of covering. Had you 
left this cov€r in the enclosure the red ink postmark 'Would in time fade out 
completely and then your cover would not have near the value. This is not a 
theozy on mw p rt but somethina I learned from bitter experience. Take ~ advice 
and don 't use any kind of cov ring for off cover stamps or more important - " 
covers. lilien this red postmark ,,/as applied it \las a v ry much brighter red. 

11s.y I thank you very kindly for your check for 5.00 which is my fee 
for examination. 

11Y kindest regards -

Sincerely yours , 



( 

Mr. S tEmley n. A shhrook 
~~ tY. Ft. Thomas A.ve. 
Ft. Too mas, Y y . 

Dee,r l"r. J nhbrock , 

4c 2 S 11. Do novan ~ tree t 
~ eat tl e 1 '), ~l ~ s h . 
Sept. le, 19 sc) 

ence again I am askjng you for your valu-3ct opinj.on 
o n aU. S. stamp. 

3nclo sod 1s a eC'V-3r \,11 th e Type IV 1857-1)1 U 0d by 
gpr~.nsf~ 010., ~·aE'F. c~lnnGl. Ccul.c tl1 (' pc ~C"~·bl ... '0 t"n 
lSt:;1-t:;7 'doctored' up 1 +"0 lc.(..'p" l.~lre tho p';,>"'~.r8~8" 'V"El"1t;f:,J '. 

r-r the st2.mp and cover El.re up to snuff would Jiou 1 Jno.1j 
s1 ~·r. ,he reverse 0 f the cover • 

.All charges and f'ees will he rdmitted to you bJ return 
ma1l as soon a[, ou let me knc·w what they are. 

1:1c1" ent81y , my ~rev10u9 cteal:tng 'l'!1 t,h you '."aq -"'r~m 
'jh~;Ja!p 9.'1' ~ :'1'. IJRUl '1 .... 1.1l.- .. f' geve me perm1ssjon to U9\J h~s 

n('l.me El9 an ~ntl"'Oo. uctJon. J arr. now livin~ in Seattle, fl 

rether dull pl&ce f'rom 8 philFte11c standpo1nt. 

;J) no Z- J yo UJ'S , 

P4:eJ'o~ 

.-



· ",. 

, 

t 

Sept. . 14~ 1955. 

l-ir. lcl.ter Senc uk, 
4025 ll. Donovan ('t . 

Seattle 16, 'a" . 

Dear Hr. Senchuk: 

Her lith th 1¢ 1857 cov .• as per yan-a of t e 
loth. I am pI ased to vise t t this is not a reper! 
but a genuine l¢ 1857 Type IV and I have signed it as such 
on the back . I j ge the use was nil 18,5$. The perfs are 
ok~¥, and the s ~de and impression are cth correct for a 
perforct stanp. tr fee is 3 . 00 \1 ich includes ·"eturn 
posta e . 

I note t t you h~ve z:ece tly locat ed in 
Seattle. I ha.ve a very ood phil "telic friend ho lives 
there and no doubt he could introduce you to some of his 
philatelic friends. I be.deve he travels quite a it but 
is generally ho e on ucek-endo. I am sure his nita could 
a vise you regarding wh he lill be ho e . Use n~e if 
you wish - His nar:lC is D. U. l cInroy, 16003 - 15th ve., s .. , 
Seattle 66, 'ash . 

Sincerely yours ., 

"1s.1 t,er "'enchuk. 

4C 2 I) f. Do "'-0 van st. -

8sttle l ~, lIash 



1L-f-

PAID 
SEP 22-

, 



was 5¢ as in the period previous to Il.ori 1 1, 18.570 lIo\ over, no p' rtial 
payments, ere permitted under th a l'reaty and hence th18 .5'1 pay IUS us Ie So 

The Boston office should have placed a debit or 6¢ on th1~ latter but this 
10',96 aoparently overlooked 

hJJlliING - BE C,l.~·UL 

1 have €pL into qulte a b1t of detail in describing and analysing the 
above covers to I<'H,~·CE fer the sole purpo!:le of ellphos1z1ng the importance' 
of balnr careful l.n J'3ying cood money for :..tamps and covers unless you are 
re sonably sure thft they or g nulne~ It 1s much aster to have YOUr items 
authenticated by a recognized authoritYQ and remember. ~Just because cove ) 
looicE. rood is no slp.n nt all II The crooks endeavor to moke th that \': y. 

L,L.5HeNFtE.I-O 

4-0 H ''1h I Z\n d CI rete. 
BRONXVILLE, N./-

C.N. PHlLLJ PS Jr: 
R 0 vd-e l"-l '? , 

V/\"JTt::. R HAV~N 
Flor,dc:>. 

ELL\OTT l::?ERR'( 
p. o. Box 333 

\1\( EST FI ELf) N.X 

. t.\I~\JACO e S 
I '2.SI As bu ry Ave. 
EVAN~TON) \11:s. 

Mr Harry L.. I LJ N 0 QW 1ST 
\53 VYA E I~Ly PLACE 

NEW YOR 1<' (14-) NY. 

1.. . L. SH E N F' I E L.. D 

A-o H''IhlG'nd Circle 
BRONXVILLE N.,Y. 

C. /Vl. PHI L LI P.s JI." 
ROUTE N~ 1 

\NINTE R r+AVEN 
Florid o. 

ELLiOTT PER Ry 
p.O, 80x. 333 

\f\/E5TF1ELD N.J' 

E.R,.JAcoBS 
1251 A5 bl..\ r)l Ave. 
EVANSTON, Ills 

MR HAR~J L. 1-IND~U'~T 
153 HAVERLy PLAcE 
New 'j0f\K (\4-) N.y, 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 No. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan, 

3Jurk 1£. :!Inlrswnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~~a.r:ou ~tr£d 

~05tou 16, 2J:llta55a.r:~U5~tt5 

September 14, 1955. 

QI.~_~_ 

~-;lR-~
~iL;N-~ ·lfJ-~_ 

I have just returned from my European travels which were qUite interes~ing, 
though not particularly productive philatelicly. However, the trip was design
ed primarily for pleasure so this is about as I had expected it to be. 

I thank you for your examination and opinions on the two Waterhouse lots 
which were handled with my assistant. I am naturally returning lot #351, 
though based on your comments on lot #282 do not believe that I am justified 
in returning it. I have studied very carefully your comments on it and the 
ultra-violet photograph and can find no conclusive evidence that it is other 
than it appears to be, so feel that I am justified in offering it for sale. 
However, I shall doubtlessly point out to any prospect your own comments with 
regard to it so that he will be aware of all facts known to me when making a 
decision. 

I am returning enclosed cover #652 of yours which I have not been able to 
sell which still leaves four covers outstanding that I h)pe will sell, but on 
which I have not received returns from the client for whom I retained them. He 
has been unduly slow lately, probably due to vacations, etc. 

Also enclosed is another #39 just purchased which I consider to have a 
genuine cancel and hope you will agree. However, if not, I shall greatly 
appreciate your detailed comments with respect to it. Advise your fee and I 
shall remit promptly as usual. 

I wish that I could overlook the comments in your note of August 1st., 
but regret that as a matter of principl and personal integrity I cannot. 
In my letter to you of July 22nd. I catagorically stated that it was my 
opinion that the cancel was genuine and I so guaranteed to the Belmont Stamp 
Company. This was at that ~ime, and still is, an honest and truthful statement. 
I sell a great deal of material at auction and quite a bit of it may be 
questionable in one respect or another with regard to reperfs, regurns, repairs, 
etc. I always leave it up to the auction house to describe it as they see fit 
since I have found in the past that they do not welcome my suggestions with 
regard to their description. However, as a matter of policy, I would never 
knowingly send a spurious item to any auction and I cer~ainly would not 
guarantee an item to be good which I suspected or knew was bad. Also, I do 
not claim to be an expert as yourself with regard to authenticating i terns, h", r z.. 

do consider my knowledge of the market value of United States stamps to be 



equal to or superior to that of any collector or dealer active today. This 
position is supported by my belief that I have during the past three years 
handled at private sale between $150,000 and $200,000 worth of better grade 
U. S. stamps per year. Based on this experience I would again reiterate on 
my personal opinion that a genuine used #39 that is defective and has probably 
been reperfed is worth no more than $29.50. 

I would greatly appreciate your reviewing the comments in your note of 
August 1st. based on my comments above and letting me know whether you still 
hold the position outlined in that note. I fully realize that you may dis
agree with me as to the value of a genuine used #39 which is certainly your 
priviledge, but do not believe that you have any basis whatsoever for doubt
ing the sincerity of my statement with regard to the value of such. I have 
great respect for the many years whiCh you have been in philately and hope 
that you have sufficent respect for my own intelligence and integrity to 
realize that no effort has been made to "fool you". 

I appreciate very much your indicating that the basis for your conclusion 
on ~his #39 was your feeling that the blue ink is modern and not the kind of 
ink used in 1860. I regret that such a fact was not at all obvious to me as 
you apparently felt it should have been. Also, h was not obvious to liis. 
Usticke whose opinion you were shown but apparently took no stock in. In that 
regard, I am wondering if you may not have given undue weight to certain un
justified rumors concerning the actions of Mr. Usticke which I know some of 
his enemies have succeeded ip" putting into circulation the past few years. 
However, I judge the man be his actions and opinions as I see them at first 
hand and not by what other people say about him. Based on these first hand 
and rather extensive observations, I have a higher regard for his opinion on 
U. S. stamps in general than any other philatelic expert alive today with the 
sole exception of your opinions in the specialized fields which you concentrate 
on. Forgetting completely his opinion on this #39, what is your basis for not 
respecting his opinion? The #39 was sent to the Philatelic Foundation and I 
should have a report on it soon which I shall communicate to you upon receipt. 
If they should have sent it along to you for your opinion I would appreciate 
your mentioning it since such would make their opinion not an independent one 
as I hope it will be. 

J5/vf 

~thfu1~ yours, 

Jack E. ~101esw~ 
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Mr. Jack E. Holes rorth, 
102 Beacon st., 

Boston 16, Hass. 

Dear Jack: 

Sept . 17, 1955 • 

I am in receipt of yours of the 14th returnin the Stark cover #652, 
and enclosing a 9O¢ 1$60. You are quite correct about holdin four cove s from 
the lot sent you on July 8th last . 

Re - t'faterhouse t:.2..21. Did you ever see an Aachen m'rking struck in 
~ on any cover used with 1 57 - 1860 stamps? ~at is a 24¢ stamp doing on this 
cover \ hen the rate was 30¢? lfuy was this stamp canceled in G any ani not in 
the U. S.? In this connection, note Lot ~162 - lrhy? 

Re - 'aterhouse f)282 . I suggest that you gi. ve this a very ca eful ex
amination. Before I would pay for this item I \"ould submit it to Cheavin of 
Lomon and have an X- ray photo made. The Paris fixers cnn do \-londers . 

Re - the 90¢ lS60 - Belmont Sale . I think this argument hinges on 
whether a damaged but genuinely used 9O¢ 1860 off covel" is worth no more than 29 
less 20%. I think that such an item is l"/orth a grent deal more. I assumed that 
had you thought the stamp w<..s genuine you would have placed it in a Ne\" York sale 
rather t an in some obscure little sale down in Texas. You assure me that roy as
s\.lIIl¢.ion was wrong. \fuat else can I do but accept your word? 

I have no quarrel with Eusticke. You assure me he is a real expert. 
\/hen a person attempts to cover every strunp in the catalogue fron A to Z I would not 

, consider him competent to jud e whether a cancel.:.,tion on a 90¢ 1860 is good or bad. 
That t'Ould indicate he was an expert on cance1at';ons on every stamp in the catalo ue. 
Haybe Usticke is in th~t class, I am sure I do not knovl. But w en informed that 
Usticke stated the cancelation \vas genuine I thou@:lt the statement \ms rather fuIU'W. 
Mqy-be I ,.,as all wrong, al:1ybe he is even greater than Colson and heavens knows that 
would be amaaing. 

Jack in the future to avoid any arguments I will refrain fro!!l casting 
any aspersions on friends of yrurs. In addition I will refrain fran explainine wqy
I thirk an itan is good or why it is bad. In the futtn'e I will ive cne of three 
replies, viz: 

1) In roy opinion the i tern is genuine. 
2) "" " "II " not genuine. 
3) Opinion refused. 

The Expert Committee follows the above to the letter and in this particular respect 
I agree with them 10~. 

There is no sense in yru and I getti f;7 into an argument on arw item 
you submit to me. Further, henceforth I will not sign an cover or sta!!lP on the 
back. 

I note you sent the {39 to the Philatelic Foundation . I can assure you 



, 
#2. Hr. Jack E. {Oleswol-th" Sept . 17, 1955. 

that they have not sent it to me and inasnruch as I have no agree1!lent ,dth them 
to treat any such tt -r5 as confidential I will be glad to infonn you if t hey 
send t e stamp to me. 

Herewith I am I'd rnine the 90¢ 1860, an opinion on sane is refused . 

Sincerely yours~ 



· . 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Post Office Box 33 
Fort Thomas, Kentuc~ 

Dear Sir: 

~eptember 7, 19" 

As requested in your letter of August 24th, I am enclosing here
with the stamps and wrappers mentioned in my letter of August 17th. 

The year dates and other information shown on the enclosed list 
are 100% accurate and can be relied upon without question. I inscribed 
the year date on each wrapper at the time I found it. In addition, some 
of the wrappers also bear the original date. 

Considering that it is a whole pane, I think that the pane of 
3; greens is in remarkab~ good condition despite some clipping. The wrap
per from which this pane came also bore a pair and a block of 18 of the 
lO¢ re-engraved and a pair of the 2¢. 1879. The 10¢.. block was cut in two 
by the person who clipped the 3¢ greens at their point of arrival. I be
lieve that the 3¢ pane is the onljr known used block of 100 of any 19th 
century U. S. stamp. 

I am also enclosing an unused block of ,0 of the 2¢ 1869, and 
a used block of 60 of the 2¢ 1895, type III. Although the latter stamp 
is quite common, I believe that a used block of sixty is unusual. One 
stamp has been replaced in the bottom row to conceal a damaged stamp. 

If it hasn't been broken ~p, only one larger block of the 2; 
1869 is known to exist. Incidenta.l.ly, my block was found stuck together 
and folded up in an envelope, where it had apparent~ been put by mistake. 

All of the blocks have some light reinforcement which is nec
essar,y due to their large size. If you desire to photograph any of the 
blocks you m~ remove them from their mountings. 

The stampless wrappers are probab~ a unique lot, and it would 
be interesting to know whether or not any of higher value are in existence. 
Note that they were used from towns which were so small in that d~ that 
all of the wrappers bear manuscript markings with the exception of two, 
which are postmarked. 

The large blocks were the subject of an article in LINN'S in 
1948, a cop,y of which is enclosed. Nothing has ever been written con
cerning the large stampless wrappers. However, ~TAMPS might be interested 
in pictures of the blocks accompanied by a short article, as well as a 
separate article concerning the wrappers. Your comments and suggestions 
will be appreciated. 



.. ~-
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Page 2 
September 7, 1955 

Off hand, I don't recall the size of the blocks of postage dues 
mentioned in LINN'S but they are quite large, particularly the values 
under the 30-cent. 

Incident~, all of this material had been consigned to a 
paper shredder from which I rescued it. Also, about 5,000 covers from 
about 1880 to 1898 -- nothing of great value, but maqy nice cancellations 
and illustrated advertising covers. 

Thank you for your offer to send, some of Admiral Stark's 3; 
1861's on approval. They must be beautiful things, but regrettably I 
must confine ll\V wants to low and medium priced cancellations and covers. 
To offset this deficiency I strive for beautiful strikes of the more 
common cancellations and unusually attractive covers of the less expensive 
types. 

Very truly yours, 

c;fo-~.; 'y~~ 
J arne s 11 . Hardman 

JMH:eps 

Enclosures: Scott's # 113 block of 50, unused 
It # 207 pane of 100, used 
" # 209 block of 14 and pair # 211 used on piece 
" # 209 block of 20, used 
" II 209 pair and block of 18, plus pair # 183, used 
" # 267 block of 60, used 

Twenty-three stampless wrappers 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News --- July 26, 1948 
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Mr. Ashbrook: 

You ay keep this list 
if it is of any !n~erest to you. 
r have a&oth~r ~onv. 

(h;;'fI· 
r/~ 
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Just n lin., to 
packu 0 nrrived s~ e 
but . s ye"'~ 

Sept . 9, 1955 • 

contcnt~. I r . 

Cordi:llJ", ours, 



Form. S81S-P (4-54) 

!!~~:'~1!l~_:-_:::1i?;t:::::~:~~ 
(POlt office or add.e .. ) WRITE PLAINLY (State) 

restage ----'3..--'1.--- cls. Splll:ial handling ----------- els. (Postmark of 

Insurance fee _~ __ tis. Return receipt _____________ cis. 

Splll:ial delivery _______ ._._ cts. Restricted delivery .. _______ cis. ~ 
Fragile • _____ ._._____________ Perishable _______ ____ • ______ • 

Other 
endorsement ___ • _________ -------------------------------------
SENDER.-Enter name and address of addressee on other side 

read information regarding endorsements and indemnity • 

• of « ... 



SAVE THIS RECEIPT UNTIL PARCEL IS ACCOUNTED FOR 

This receipt must be submitted to support any claim for LOSS. In case of 
damage, spoiling, or partial loss, the wrapper bearing the insurance serial number 

y be submitted for consideration as evidence of insurance if receipt is not available. 

Unless specifically noted on receipt by postal employee, it is understood 
parcel contains nothing of a fragile or perishable nature. In the absence of 
dorsement on receipt, no indemnity will be paid for fragile or perishable rna 
not properly prepared for mailing. 

Claim must be filed within 1 year from date of mailing. 

SENDER-Enter below name and complete address of addressee. Show if 
addressed in care of person, hotel, etc. 

Sent to _____ ____________________________ ______________________________________________ _ 

INSURANCE COVERAGE IS AVAILABLE UP TO $200 
GPO 09-16-63820-2 
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Sept . 16, 1.955. 

Mr. 6 ' . II "dl:Jan, 
234 Ll. v nt Ave. , 

S t "h Ch 1 ston, T. V • 

to u bv r ,i tel' '1, the various 
itm c I x ~O p otor,r ph~ of the. 

3¢ li:re fln 
2¢ 1 9 hlocl~ 
an 2 covor wit} th h~a eRt r~tG • 

I r v d the eov ri to photograph the 3¢ Green • I b ipve 
i' is dangerous to 6 '1 uR any phil('t -lie it , ap-cially cover thnt h ve red 
markinf,s . I f p~ sure th t cuch n tn'i 1 r.U1 in ti (C lac e out a red nl'rking 
altogether . Ii a coll eto!' desires to covel' an item it s auld be don in such 
a way a) to mit .ir to circuluta freel T. It lu 8 bpen stat. that aJ~ such 
rn: t rial is harm ss . I d bt that t t ont v ry r.n.tch. 

I put a nJ" COY ov r your 3¢ pone. This i..~ a pro uet of the 
Eastmnn Kodak Co. nd is said t.o be safe. It ni ;ht be for son iter ut 
,.".heth r t 1at includes old 19th Centu.-ry sta"llps am postal mark (!s on covers I 
do not knm1. - caso you u u1d like to !mar the uam of' tID.S sh t it i6 -

If you ,rIll a nse m of the no of t e forwa ding po tago I dll be only too 
lad to fON rd you check . I assure you that I enjoyed 0. look -t all the 

1IL.'lterial nnd it certainly uas st kind of you to fOl'\1 !'d it to me. If I can 
return the favo' c.t any time I trust you uj11 not h sitate to call upon me . 

Sincerely yours, 



SOU 1 

JAMES M. HARDMAN 

234 ELEVENTH AVENUE 

September 29, 195$ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Post Office Box 31 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

GINIA 

I was most pleasantl¥ surprised with the beautiful 
photographs which you sent to me of ~ large blocks and 
stampless wrappers. The photos are, indeed, excellent and I 
intend to mount them with some of my other material. 

The package of blocks and wrappers was received a 
few da¥s ago. Ever.ything was in good order. 

I wish to thank you for the information concerning 
the hazards of keeping stamps and covers in airtight mountings. 
Thanks, also, for remounting the )¢ green block and for the 
information concerning KODAPAK. 

Our correspondence has been ver.y pleasant to me and 
I am deepl¥ appreciative of your interest and courtes.r. 

Again thanking you for the beautiful photographs, 
lam 

Ver.y truly yours, 

JMH:eps 
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Mr. C. C. Hart 

J El''l''EHSON JONES 
P. O. Box 506 
Bozeman, Montana 

922 Walnut Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Hart: 

September 1, 1955 

In thirty years of collecting Minnesota territorial covers 
I have seen only one cover .lith a M.T. marking tieing a 1847 
stamp. That was in 1928 when ~oJilliam Mannheimer of St. Paul showed 
me a folded letter sheet written in 1850 by a Methodist missionary 
to the Indians named William Peete which bore a 5-cent '47 tied by a 
"St. Paul Min. Ter" postmark, similiar to No. 301 shown in the Chase
Cabeen book on territorial postmarks, Page 197. 

I asked Mannheimer how he explained the use of a '47 stamp on a 
Minnesota territorial and he told me the follo,·ling story. The Rev. 
Peete had been called East to a missionary conference in New York City 
and while there had seen his first postage stamp. He evidently bought 
a few copies as souvenirs, transported them back to Minnesota territory 
to show his friends and then used one to the letter that later came into 
the possession of Mannheimer. The letter Peete wrote ,vas addressed to 
a minister friend at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

At the time I saw the cover in 1928 Mannheimer would not sell 
it to me. After Mannheimer ' s death I tried to trace the cover but \vas 
never able to catch up with it. 

As to a '47 use on a Wisconsin territorial I have never seen or 
heard of one. 

Just one more thing bearing on the '47's-\vhen I couldn't catch 
up with the Mannheimer cover I decided to try and find covers addressed 
to Hinnesota territory bearing the '47 issue. The late Spencer Anderson 
of New York helped ~n the search and in twenty years \re turned up just 
one cover. It was/folded letter sheet bearing a 10-cent '47 postmarked 
"Goshen, N.Y."and addressed to St. Paul, Minn. Terr. 

I hope the above ans\rers your questions. As a subscriber to 
Stamps I shall look forward to your article on the '47's. 

Sincerely, 

Jefferson Jones 



II berty 2·0651 

I v. N AZA R 
4.5 BROMFIELD STREET 

BOSTON 8, MASS. 

Sept. 15, 1955 

Denr .~. Ashbrook: 

Will you kindly 
identify the enclosed l¢ 1851 and 
bill me for your service charge? 

Postage is enclosed for return 
air mail. 

c4af yours, 

tv, ';;it~ 



I 
Sept . 18, 1955. 

Ill'. V. II~zar 
45 Bromfield st., 

. Boston 8, !ass. 

Dear :r. Hazar: 

HeTe\dth the Ii lS51 as per yourc of t e 
15th. TlJis stun. is Co 'l'7!P!' III. from PI t e It - viz -

Top Line Broten 
Bottom Line not Br~~en 
Sid e Cr!1~1..l:lel1.t s COI:lplet e 

The stanps yo enclosed uill co rfT 'f!r! 1'ee, 
return posto.~e anc insurance. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. 

I\\R M~\L 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

M ,llav-d H 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want, a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

r . ; -S: Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOYERNMENT PftlNTlNG OFrICE : ItsS '16-71547 1 





Hr. .ftllard H. Mack, 
3930 Red Bud Ave., 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 

Dear Millard: 

Sept. lS, 1955. 

Please p rdon the delCW in eplyinp. to your recent letters. 

This will ach.llowled e receipt of yours of the 14th with check 
for 26.50 for the three Stark covers and return of the balance of t he lot. 
Thanks very much. I have authenticated t e three covers on the back and 
I am enclosing thE>J!l herm.r.;tth. 

I note th::.t I failed to acknowl, ge receipt of ymr check for 
the color slide - also thanks. 

I am also enclosin the cover (a ace) to France from San Francisco. 
This is Genuine in nw opinion in every resnect. e 10~ paym nt was the rate 
to France tlafter Dec. 31, 11.16911 lIDirect ll by either U •• or Fre 'h pack t.e. 
It paid the postage to the French fr tier if by a U. S. mail ship or if by a 
French mail ship - ;to that shi,E. Hote the Routiw "~.Iacific PAilroad. II You 
~ill recall that the rai110ad - coast to coast was openecl in 1 9 - ote the 

dates - San .. rancisco June 3 - New York JunEL1!. 'Ch:is does not mean a.rriv:l at 
NC\l York on June 11th bl..tt, r'th I' dep"lrture date from lew York. In this cave, 
the date it las put abo I' the French mail ship in !Jew York Harbor. Yo "/jll 
note the Fr nch mail ship marki 19 is also fIll JUTIJ 70, II 60 I aSS\llm t is • s the 
date the ship sailed for France. The large "16:1 as the Fl"ench mar dn ) of 
16 dec ' es or approximately 30\ in our money at th t t· e. 

There is no fee for tl e above. signed it ou the back. 

,-ith re ards -

Sincerely yours, 

P$ - 1il1 d, there a e at e::c nice em; rs :m th tark collection bes':'d s 1869 1 s -
Fould you I' e"('o see 50!. e? For eXlllIlple the B70 B k .Jo"i:.es. 



([-j9-~ 
~_Ja_~_ 

.i\- :tL~
~-l!l-~
{fl-{fl-:N-1\!- ~-:N-.i\-" -j9 -

!vIr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

31ark 1£. ilolr!11Uortq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~eaClln ~treet 

~ollton 16, 2iNassru:qullettll 

Sept 16, 1955 

I have just heard from the clien~ to whome I sent your covers and 
unfortunately he did not take a single one of yours tho he did take a few of 
mine from the same selection. I am sincerely sorry for holding them up so long 
without making a sale. They are returned enclosed. 

In re-reading my letter of Sept 14~h to you I believe the last 
paragraph on the first page was not as clear as it might have been so would 
like to re-state what was intended in it in order ~o prevent any mis-under
s~anding of my position on the matter of the #39. I fear you might interpert 
that original paragraph as indicating that I have doubts as to the validity 
of your opinion on the #39 which is definitely not the case. Rather, based 
on your opinion, I no longer hold to mine that the cancel was genuine, but 
before coming to the conclusion that it is definitely bad I would like to see 
what the P.F. has to say about it. Naturally, I have great respect for the 
opinion of 1 r. Usticke and were-it not for his opinion in that the cancel is 
genuine I would accept yours and investigate no further. However, I intended 
to emphasize in the last paragraph of Nly Sept 14th letter that at the time I 
sent the stamp to Belmont for Auction I considered the cancel to be genuine 
and when they asked if I would guarantee it my reply to ~hem that I would was 

J a truthful statement based on my honest conviction at the time that the cancel 
was genuine. It was your suggestion that I felt the cancel was bad but still 
guaranteed it to be good which dis~bed me. 

Also enclosed is a rather interesting 5¢ 1847 whjch I picked up 
abroad. It is as you can see a deep dark brown shade and appears to be unused. 
I have checked it under my ultra-violet lamp and find no evidence whatsoever of 
a cancel. Is it an issued color, or a color changeling? Is it unused? I shall 
look forward with interest toyour opinion. Advise your fee and I shall remit 
promptly as usual. 

.!~yours. 

Jack E. Mo7:::o h 
JEv1/p 

P.S. Your note of the 14th just arrived. Enclosed is lot #162 from the Waterhouse 
sale which I had no cause to suspicion until receiving your note. I checked it myself 

under ultra violet and found no evidence of cleaning, but naturally if you should conclude 
it is definitely bad will be greatful for your advise and attempt to return to Harmer's. 
R? NI~cBride, He filed complai?t with ASDA wi th ~e~ard to my offsetting practice in aucti_ 
b~dd~ng, but after my lawyer r1pped apart the ep1n1on which Graham rendered the ASDA I 
heard.nothing more from them and still continue the same practice. I have no respect' for 

~. MacB!ld~ whatsoever and consider him a big Blow-hard. What were the circumstandes of your 
run 1n1 



• 

J.1r. J< c: I;. 1101 s\lol"th, 
102 B accn <'t., 

Bc.,ton 16 laos . 

DIS r JE.c.: 

Sept . 19., 1%5. 

'ho - iG fak C1' ultra-viclet, . n1i ps &'0 t h, t tl eir 1'e cv d 
cancels leave practically nc tr",ce. I, ado a l'lU.'Y' er 'Of ultla violet pbctograpl 
'Of these twc Gtanps and Ji at res t 1.Cl C a:..~e f' roved ca. c 10 io v '!:";f alight 
'0 OO:(,h ';:'anps . 

• - th 5¢ 
_ ~~~"~~\.iS aft ct :y 8'0 LV ch _ cd that 't. ::: us 
~ ',9 ot ~ IP in percxide but lithout fOf ct • 

.. e - your 'urther I'_ .. re ce to the 90¢ 1860 ill t . Belmont Sa e . l1h t 
::es yeu think tl c . F. -~ort COJ!lildtte iG compet nt tc so en t I vali ity 'Of 

this st'mp? Ile oeem t'O d t"i" en ono il rtant peint, viz . I t ink cepy 'Of 
a 9O¢ 1860 is "orth mere t n 29 loss 20(J,) 1'0 ;nrdless 'Of c'On::lit·· 'On. Ycu d'O net . 
Ycu c rtcinly laid yo 'Open te 0 vere critici me y'Ou ut t. is stamp into an 
'0 BC e s w.rtl in T s . .. th:L • most -rry fnir-ttinded pernon " uld afimu:lC j:;hr.t 
you thought t 10 cancel'\, a bad an had P'.:tt it in 6'0 .. e 'Obscure "-le t.'O r;ot uhat ym 
could out 'Of it . 

Re - cBJ. de. Ue fell cut 'Ov r the IlI.e paDs Vs Hubbell fc PI' sidentll 
'Of t le C. S. A. I nete yOUl' cpinien 'Of l~c . Yeurs 10 rdld in ccnparie'On t'O mine. 
I l-mnt n'O part 'Of hm in the fUture • 

Yours etc., 

f 
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September 22, 1955. 

Anol-her-
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan, 

1°-4-Wtl-h 
"Black-

OR'D 
My thanks for your oplnlOn on the 5¢ 1856 and the 5¢ Ib47 for which I 

enclose my check for $7.00 to cover. I shall look forward to receiving the 
photo prints which I hope will reveal the cleaned cancel on the 5¢ 1056 
which was not obvious under my !<Imp. I presume that the unusual color of 
the Ib47 is your primary basis for concluding that it has been cleaned rather 
than any evidence of a cancellation showing up under the ultra-violet. All 
of the other copies of this stamp which I have seen that were cleaned ~.~~ 

~p in an entirely different manner to this one. vwould you have any 
suggestion as to the explaination for that? If a bleaching compound had been 
used it should have bleached the paper white, but it is on the contrary, 
browned with age. Did any true black-brown shade that you have ever seen 
approach this? Your additional comments will be appreciated for my own educa
tion. 

It will be auite all right with me for you to write up Waterhouse lots 
~162 and #351, but please do not mention my name as the buyer, merely attri
bute them to a subscriber to your service or something of that nature. 

As I believe my letter of September 20th. which crossed yours of the 19th. 
in the mails implies I do not consider the P. F. expert committee competent 
to pass on the validity of the cancel on any 90¢ 1860. Rather, I am prim~rily 
curious as to what they will say, though I still would not consider their 
opinion to be entirely worthless under their present policy of consulting the 
dealers' advisory committee on all items passed and therefore if they should 
okay it, I would consider it a point in favor of the copy~ I would still 
much prefer your opinion to theirs, especially since you are generally quite 
willing to explain the reason for and support your conclusion with specific 
evidence. When I get the stamp back and have a chance to re-examine it, I 
shall probably conclude as you did that the ink is of a recent nature even 
though such was not obvious to me originally or even after it had been ex
pertized by you .as a fake cancel, this basis for your opinion having been 
communicated after the item had been dispatched to the P.F. However, I am 
quite interested to know if your conclusion on the ink was based on your 
own visual observation of it or whether other factors or chemical tests dis
tated the conclusion you drew • • In my opinion these are very difficult items 
to expertize and therefore I am especially eager to add to my own knowledge 
with regard to detecting the good from the bad. 

* ,"'-",-, . sV"".,.eT''-C. ... ''''c,...L ~"...CL d.e,,-,I,·~ ~ "c..",...J~ :a....-.. OIJ):""/O ....... ! 
52 f (J",,~ Cp' ,,,,,....4-. CYlo ~ ~ ...,.- i1- 1-•• 11:.1 Nt <. ~ ~ ~ t:.~ f(c. r"i::O ..::r.:- oa-lXL O{~c.. (2', c" ........ \4. ,. c::ro&.U'k c:v-G~,·L . W"'C ,,~,\ 
,-, ~ """" 0 cL t. """" ~ ~ ,-w"", 0 ~ ~ r ~~ .,,1'. '-, ~ 
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I gather that you are not too familiar with the Belmont Auction Sales, 
the manner in which they are conducted and the broad coverage which their 
catalogues have. I sell between $15,000.00 and $25,000.00 worth of stamps 
a year at auction, using about four different ones and having tried many 
more and frankly consider the ~esults secured in the last Belmont sale, 
considering the auality of the material offered, to be superior to any of 
the others. The ability to put a printed reserve in every lot offered is a 
great advantage and assures no lot will be slaughtered. Therefore, every 
lot sold represented a profit (his cownission is not 20~ as you suggested, 
but nearer an avertlge of 15/ ... ) ....nile the few lots that did not s~ll were 
charged at a very mode's t rate. I would venture to suggest that .. \fets more 
bid sheets for his auctions than most of the New York sales. Likewise, 
though far from being an expert himself, he is far more cautious as to 
what is entered in his sales than any other auction I have submitted material 
to. 1erefore, I consider this to be anything but an obscure sale down in 
Texas. Ply lots in his last sale realized over $3,000.00. Do these facts 
al ter your conclusion? I wou1:d probably agree with you that any copy of 'V 
a 90¢ lb60 with a genuine cancel is worth more than $29.00 less 2~ regard
less of condition, but do get believe that the average buyer is aware of 
its scarcity and therefore~would be willing to wager that a thinned, re-
perfed copy with genuine cancel placed in any New York auction you might 
choose would realize no more than $29.00! The price which the scarcity 
of an item merits and that which it actually sells for are often consider
ably apart from my experience. 

.. l:" 

I am quite curious ilS to how you and MacBride fell out over the 
"Malpass vs Hubbell for President ll situation as I always considered ~lac
Bride to be very anti Hubbell and therefore should have been in favor 
of your plug for Malpass . Or is he more anti Malpass than he is anti 
Hubbell? 

JfM/vf 
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There Are Various Kinds Of Reprinls 
The recent marketing of so called reprints of the 5c Confederate 

$tamp (Scotts Type A4), and now the offering of what are said to be 
:reprints, a 2c stamp in green, leads to the statement at the head of this 
article. Whether the production of this material is justified or not is 

something we will not argue about, but we 
will admit that we see no wrong in it, 
otherwise we believe that specialists in 
these stamps should be glad to have speci
men prints from such plates, but only if 
the material is distributed at a nominal 
price and not at high prices. 

We do not consider the items that are 
offered as legitimate reprints. If we are 
gOing to accept these as reprints without 
any other qualification then there are other 
items which in our estimation might come 
as close to being reprints as are these. 

I believe there should be some distinc
tion as to what kind of reprints are being 
offered. It is my personal belief that when 
any government issues stamps and at some 
later date reprints those stamps as was 
done with several of our United States in 

GEORGE W. LINN 

the 70's also with the Farley sheets, that·;. 
these should be classed as Government re-· '" 
prints and that they are the only legitimate ;;·t. 
form. 

Obviously, when plates for stamps issued by any government fall 
mto the hands of other parties as was the case with many foreign 
issues in the early days, and as was true about the various Seebecks, 
then further printings from such plates are by no means Government 
reprints. In this latter case where printings are made from plates by 
anyone other than the issuing government, such printings could be 
made in various colors and if so done it would appear that such other 
than as originally issued should not rate better than counterfeit, or fakes. g 

In the case of the 5c of these Confederate stamps, the one issued er 
in color to match the original issue is an entirely different thing than 

E1 the one printed in black. The latter is by no means a reprint of the 
eriginal stamp whether it be a Government reprint or a reprint by 
ether parties. If we accept it printed in black, why not in a dozen 
other colors and thus the holders of the plates can continue to cash in. 
When it gets to this point, the stamps become about equal to the recent 
South Moluccas that were flooding the market. 

As for the 2c green, this stamp was never printed and issued by 
the Confederacy. Thus it can not legitimately be called a reprint for 

19~ 
Co 
Th 
by 
Yo 

a reprint must be a printing from a plate from which stamps have th 
previously been printed and issued. This is therefore at the best, just 
a print from a plate and a nice souvenir. 

Years ago the Mekeel interests in St. Louis had possession of a 
plate for a TEN CENT stamp of the same type as the 5c now being 
offered. Printings from this plate which consisted of but 70 subjects 
were made in various colors and are perhaps rather rare today, espe
cially in sheets of 70. We have such a sheet in red. From this plate 
there was a piece, 9" x 9", which was in the Relic Room of the State 
Capitol at Columbus, Ohio. It has since been placed in the museum 
of the Ohio Archaealogical SOCiety on the Campus of Ohio State 
University. 

Where the remainder of the plate may be, is, I believe, unknown. 
This remaining piece would consist of three horizontal rows of seven 
stamps each. 

When this plate of nine was in the Relic Room at the Capitol in 
Columbus I was able to borrow it from the State of Ohio. It was with 
some defects as is evident from the prints made from it by Mr. August 
Dietz, who evidently was also able to borrow the plate at one time. 

When I had the plate in my possession I had an electrotype made 
from it and in the making, had the defects eliminated so that it ap
peared as a perfect plate of nine. This plate was used for printing a 
souvenir piece that was a part of a menu for an annual meeting of the 
Columbus Philatelic Society. I do not remember the date and do not 
remember whether I still have a copy of this menu. 

At a later date this plate was used to make up a farcical souvenir 
sheet ridiculing Mr. James Farley, then Postmaster General. It was 
dated January 12, 1933. After it was Circulated it was displayed in a 
stamp show in Brooklyn. The local postmaster objected to its display 
and the promoters of the exhibition ordered the sheet removed from 
the exhibition. Newspaper clippings telling about this incident are in 
my possession. 

At another time, our printing plant in Columbus had made for a 
stamp dealer, two plates of 25 stamps each, from this electro of nine 
stamps. These were printed in several different colors and on several 
different colors of paper. The dealer who catered to the kid trade 
gave these away as souvenirs and many thousands of them were so 
distributed. 

. If we are going to call anything a reprint that is printed from any 
plates that can not be told from original plates, then what are all these 
things that came itom this plate of nine of the TEN CENT stamps. 
None of these were ever sold except I believe the Farley Souvenir 
sheet was sold at 10c each and a large number were sold. I do not have 
a single copy of any of them today. 

It would seem that there shoUld be a distinction in the Reprint 
classifications. A Government reprint is one thing, Reprints made by 
others are something else. 

It is nice to have these souvenirs, but they should not be sold at 
too high a price as business in them is questionable at its best. Eventu-
ally some of such material will perhaps bring a price, because its 
or~in may be overlooked. 

--- .................................................. ~ 
~ F. D. ROOSEVELT 
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:amps are sound collectible copies. I and prompt refund will be. m'Gde. 
ays after receipt. 

M09 30 thin ....................... 2~:~~ I A561 GERMAN AIRMAILS 
AA441101 3

3
12 t·h.·.. ..................... Cl-23~ .... .. .......... ..... 2.78 

m ....................... 5.00 I A562 C24'"' 200 A412 4 ... •. ....................... . 

A413 4~-6c10;e·.::::·.: .. :::::::::::: i:g~ m! g~t ::::::::::::::::::::::::: 6.50 
'A414 44 unused closed tear ........ 40.00 A565 C27-32~ ...................... t~g 

A415 45~ close ... ............... 25.00 A566 C33~ . .............. ...... 1 75 
A416 46~ close .. .. ............ 15.00 A567 C34~ ..... . .... ••••• ......... 3'00 
A417 47~ space filler ..... ........ 2.00 A568 C36~ 2:00 

,~m ~g ~~i:;sed 'space iili';;·.::::::: 2~:~g !m g~~: PHOTO'·::::.::::::::.:. n:~ 
A420 50 ... .. ... .. . ........... 3.25 A571 C40ic .. :: . ::. ~:::::.::::::: 12.50 
A421 51 close....... ............... 7.50 A572 C41~ ... .................... 15.00 
A422 52 closed tear ................ 22.50 A573 C42~ PHOTO ................ 30.00 
!g~ ~6 pair ........ ..... ..... 2.50 A574 C46-54~ ....... ...... ....... 1.73 

I NOR:» 'G'ERMAN" CON'FE~E~~~1O~50 I!m C55~.. .. ..... . .. ....... ~:~g 

) I'!m fo:: ::::::: :::::: :::::::::::::: }:~g mio f11N!i3f860 •• '.: :.,(~.,: .. s.:';.:t.~!·.:.;: .•• :.~.::.:: •• '.: '.; :.: :.::., :.: '.; :.: U~ 
A428 11~ ........ ................. 4.50 A58 i:~g 
A429 12 ............ ......... ...... 4.50 A581 4Nl-13~ ...................... 1.78 
A430 13~ gum stains ... .... ....... 1.50 A582 5Nl-27~ (2 sets) ............ 5. 0t 

I 
A431 20 thm ...... .. ............. 900 A583 5N41-2~ ......... ............ 1.70 
A432 20~ .......................... 3.50 I A584 5N43-4~ ........ ..... ........ 1.50 
A433 23~ thin ..................... 2000 I A585 5N45-6. .......... ........... 1.10 
A434 01~ .......................... 3.00 A586 5NB9-11. .................... 1.85 
A435 06~ .................. ........ 3.00 A587 5NB12-1He ...... ............ 1.85 

,A436 07~ .......................... 6.00 A588 6NI-29. (3 sets) ............. 4.23 
A437 08~... . ...................... 3.00 I A589 6N30-38~ .... ............. 5.10 
A438 09~,.... ••.••... 3.00 Here follow more occupation, official of-

GERMAN EMPIRE fices. etc .. of Germany and other Countries 
of Europe In the Catalogue which will be 

A439 1 PHOTO . . ... .. , ........ 5.00 I 'ent airmail on request. 
A440 2 dated cancel '72 ............ 1.25 SAAR 
A441 3 ............................ 1.25 
A442 5 unused ..................... 35.00 A590 58 ............................ 1.50 
A443 6 ............................. 2.50 A591 80-1 .......................... 2.00 
A444 7 .... ........................ 3.00 A592 82 ........................... 2.25 
A445 8~ Blk ....................... 6.00 A593 83 ............................ 7.50 
A446 8 ...................... ...... 6.00 A594 98 ........................... 5.00 
A447 8a~ .......................... 35.00 A595 116 ........................... 5.00 
A448 10 ............................ 6.00 A596 119 • .................... .... 2.50 
A449 11 ............................ 17.50 I 0\597 151 ........................... 2.00 
A450 19 ............................ 3.50 A598 152 ................... ....... 1.50 
A451 21 ............................ 1.25 A599 154~ ....................... • 10.00 
A452 24~ ... • .................... 2.00 '\600 154 PHOTO .................. 11.00 
A453 25 PHOTO .................... 13.50 '\601 B2-4 ....................... •• 3.25 
A454 26* .......................... 4.00 A602 B5 ................ ........... 1.00 
A455 26 OC ..................... .. 35.00 A603 B6 .. ......................... 1.00 
A456 28. .......................... 6.00 A604 B8 ........................... 2.00 
A457 29-35 ......................... 1.18 A605 B9 .................... ........ 2.00 

o A458 62-3 .......................... 1.25 A606 BIO ........................... 2.00 
o A459 64 . ......................... 4.50 '\607 Bit .............. .,. ..... ,..... 2.00 
5 A460 65 PHOTO ................... 30.00 AG08 BI2 ........................... 2.00 

M61 G5A PHOTO .............. , .. 25.00 A609 BI3 ........... ........ ...... 2.00 
5 A462 80-95 .. .. .. .. .. .. ........... 2.39 '\610 B14 ........................... 2.00 
5 A463 82g~ Booklet pane .... ...... 7.50 A6H B24-6 ......... ...... ......... .2.50 
o A464 115-17~ .................... 1.45 A612 B28 .......................... 3.50 
o A465 210 ........................... 12.50 ~613 B33 ........................... 4.00 
o A466 242A .,. ...................... 1.50 A614 B34 .. ....................... 6.00 
o A467 337-9~ ....................... 4.25 A615 B57 ........................... 2.00 
o A468 340-He ....................... 2.05 A616 B58 ......... , ................ ( 4.00 
o A469 345-6~..... ................... l·SO .0.617 C3-4 .......... ................ 5.10 
5 A470 347-9-'< ........... ............ .70 A617a C6-7 ................. ......... 2.00 

A471 351-60~ ...... ................ 4.75 G18 C8 ........ ,................. 3.00 
A472 36He ......................... 2.00 A619 C9-1l~ .... • •.• • 1.70 
M73 362. • ~........... .......... 2.00 A620 CBI~ .. ... . .. .... 1.50 

o M74 363-5. ....................... 5.25 LATIN AMERICA 
o A475 366-86 ........................ 11.44 There are 260 lots 01 Latin America in the 

ro A476 387~ ......................... 3.00 Catalogue which will be sent you airmaU 
A477 391-7-'< .................... ,.. 4.75 on request. 

pO M78 398-400~ ..................... 3.80 WHOLESALE LOTS 

f
g ~tJg 401-14~ ...................... ~.~~ Condition of wholesale lots Is guaranteed 

A481 415-31. ...... ................ 2'15 to lie average wholesale condition for the 
A482 432-5~ ........ ............... 1'11 I stamps offered. No damaged stamps are 

Ig

og A483 436-41. ............ ......... 1'35 Included Intentionally. DO not expect 
A484 442-5-'< (2 sets) ...... ........ 1'60 miracles In older issue, where of I-center 
A485 446-51~ (2 sets) ............. 1'85 end heavy cancels are the rule rather than 
M86 m~~~ (~6s:!~!) .:::~::::::::: 1:93 the exception as in modern days. 
M87 477-8; 481-3; 486-9. .......... 1.62 I WHOLESALE UN!TED STATES 
M88 490-1~ . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... 1.25 A621 215 (6) Fair copies ..... .• 2.40 

~ M89 492-505~ ,4 sets) ............ 2.18 A622 377 (60) .. .......... 4.80 
,.. A490 530-585: 665-9~ (9 Rets) .... 2.86 A623 378 (50) 4.00 

lo

go A491 585A~ ..... ...... ........... 1.50 A624 414 (25) ...................... 3.75 
A492 585B« .. .... ............... 2.00 A625 417 nOI ...................... 3.50 
A493 586 & 586A~ ................. 2.20 A626 427 (70 ....................... 4.20 

~o
go im ~~~~t .::::::::::::::::::::::. ~:~g ~m m i1~l :::::::::::::::::::::. ;:~g 

A496 587 &: 587A~ ......... ....... 360 A629 430 (15) ...................... 5.25 

~m ~:i~~ ":.::::: :::::::: ::::::. ~:~g ~~~~ m U~)Ail' BE':::::::: :::::::: ~:;:g 
M99 588-9: 589A~ ................ 3'95 A632 432 (9) 3 hvy cancel.......... 9.00 

~ 
A500 590-3~ ....................... 1'30 A633 434 (5) ........... ...... 3.50 

g
o A501 593A~ ..... ........ .......... 1'25 A634 435 nO) some hvy cis .... ..... 5.00 

A502 593B-'< ..... .......... ......... 2'50 A635 435 (101 Incls 4 SE & 

5 
A503 593C~ • ...... ......... ........ 2'50 A63G 1 reinforced blk .. .... ....... 5.00 
A504 5930« ..... ................... 1'25 437 flO) 1 SE ......... ....... 8.50 

~ m~ m~t ........................ n~ ~m m m ~ ~~ ::.::::::::::::::' 1~:~ 
o ,0,507 594 & i;94A~' ................. 1'90 A639 465(20) . .. ................. 5.00 
o A508 594"6-'< ...... :::::::::::::::: 2'50 A640 465 (26) 3 SE ............... 6.50 

~ ~~~~ ~~!gt: ........................ ~:~g ~m m ii2; s~~~e h~;y CI~\ BE::. ~:gg 
o A511 ....... ...... .......... 2'65 A643 468 (18) 5 SE some heavy cis. 13.50 
o A512 ~~~ 9\ 595A~ ................. 1'20 AG44 469 (10) ...... ... .... .... 9.00 

g ~m :~~=~~3JC"::::::::::::::::::::: f~03 ~~:~ m fig: 3·SE.·SO;';~·h~Y·~~~c"ls 1~~ 
5 Ao15 . - ......................... 1'00 A647 471 (9) 1 SE ................ 15.75 

10 A516 659~ ..... ..... ....... ........ 1'50 A648 472 (15) some hvy cIs ........ 4.50 
o A517 ~:~~ :::::::: ................ 2:50 A649 473 (10/ Incl 1 blk 17.5

A o all oCf-ce.lter .......... ...... v 

o GERI'tIAN SEMI-POSTALS A650 474 (10) 2 SE ................ 7.50 
o A~18 B8-11-'< ................... 6.10 A651 475 (5) ..................... 10.00 

I .. 519 BI5-17. ...................... 3.10 A652 475 (5) 1 SE ................ 10.00 
50 A520 B18-'< .......... ............... 5.00 A653 476 (5) hvy cis ......... ..... 8.75 
~5 A521 BI9-22~ ................. ..... 4.45 A654 478 (10) 2 SE ............... 15.00 
00 "'522 B23-6~ ....................... 3.55 A655 478 (10) . • .......... 15.00 
DO A523 B27~ ... ...................... 4.0'0 A656 478 (5) ........ . ..... ...... 7.50 
PO A524 B28-31~ ..................... 3.35 A657 537 ,10) half OC ... ..... ..... 6.00 

~g ~m ~~~t SHEET'::::::::::::::::: 1~:~ ~m g~ (flo) average':::::::::::: Ug 
pO A527 B33a~ ....................... 3.75 A660 Fl (211) ...................... 8.00 
00 A528 B33b. ................. ....... 3.75 A661 Q5 (100) .................... 10.00 
50 A529 B33r~ ........................ 3.75 A662 Q6 (20) ...................... 3.60 
05 A530 B33d~ • .... .......... ........ 3.75 A662 Q6 (50 ..... ...... ........... 9.00 
50 A532 B38-41~ ...................... 7.60 I A663 Q7 (25) ...................... 30.00 
00 A533 B!2-3~ ...................... 2.00 A664 Q9 (251 ..................... 12.50 
90 A534 B44-8~ • ..................... 5.90 A665 Q9 (100) ..................... 50.00 
40 A535 B49-54. .... ................ 2.95 A666 US REVENUES 10 ea of 15 din. 7.90 

~~~~ B55. ......................... 4.00 WHOI,};S.\LI; PUERTO RICA 

ve A528 ~~~~ ::'::::::::::.::::::::::: ~:~g ~m ~~ :~gl ::::::::.:::::.::: .:: ~.~g 
~: ~~23g B58~ SHEET ................. 40.00 A669 100 (90) ..................... 27:00 

B59-G7~ .................... 6.27 A670 104 (90) 1350 !!H ~~~~8~H~.~~ .:::::::::::::::: ~:g~ ~m m ~rigl :::::::::::::::::::::: ~:g~ 
B79-89~ ..... .. • • ......... 2.52 A673 112 (90) ...................... 18.00 

00 ~~~; B91·2~ Olympic Sheets ...... 1.60 A674 113 (90) 5.40 
50 B93-IOl... • 1.26 A675 142 (90) ............... ...... 3.60 
00 A5~~ BI02-4. SHEETS 2.05 WHOLESALE BltlTlSH 

AS BI0'1-15ic... . .. ... ..... 1.94 Ar..,rt ,.... ""-It . ,. I II 

i 
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U." S. Notes 
BY PIDLIP H. WARD, JR. 

Arclutects Building, 17th ~ Sansom Streets, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

The· 2c Confederate Reprint 
The 69th Annual Convention and Exhibition of the American 

Philatelic Society will be held in Norfolk on September 21 to 24 
inclusive. Judging from reports, it will be an unusually interest
ing affair. Under the able chairmanship of Admiral Jesse John
son those in attendance are assured of a good time. We under
stand that the first day sale will take place on an Aircraft Carrier. 
As the Adm~ral is a seasoned Naval Aviator we look for air activi
ties among the events. 

It was oecause of this convention that the special 2c Confede
rate impressions in yellow green were made from the Calhoun 

plate found by August Dietz some years ago. This plate was manu
factured by De La Rue in London in behalf of the Confederate 
government when the postal rates were doubled, but 'was never 
used to Illilnufacture stamps for postal purposes. Like the 5c 
stamp, which was issued and used for some time, the plate consists 
of 400, subiects in four groups of 100 subjects. \ There are large 
margins between these groups so that the sheets can be cut into post 
office panes of 100 stamps with margins on all four sides. There 
are no imprints, plate numbers, arrows or other (marking in the 
margins. Due to the age of the plate there are certain imperfec
tions which will enable one to reconstruct the plate from smaller 
pieces. 

The 5c "Lost Plate" recently found was in excellent condition. 
Mter it was captured on its way from London to the South, it 
was sold as a prize of war in Philadelphia and the purchaser evi

dently wrapped it carefully and put it away. Its whereabouts was 
unknown until its recent finding. A few reprints were run off 
for the benefit of collectors and the plate is now on exhibition at 
the Franklin Institute. 

As a detail of interest to philately we might mention that one 
or two sheets of the 2c stamp in black on a surfaced white paper 

: were made at the time of the recent prints in yellow green. There 
• were made for illustrating purposes and publicity, when the stamps 
". first appeared. 

These are varieties that belong in all Confederate collections 
especially in those specialized collections supposed to have a com
plete coverage of everything pertaining to Confederate philately. 
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Philippines Honors 
Famous Air Heroes 

One of the two sets of the 
Famous Aviation Heroes ainnail 
stamps honoring the Filipino 
air heroes, that of Lieutenant 
Jose Gozar, will be placed on 
sale to ,the public on Oct. 20, 
1955, incidentally the eleventh 
anniversary of the Landing of 
General Douglas MacArthur 
and his liberation forces in 
Leyte. -

The stamp bears the bust 
portrait of Lieutenant Gozar on 
the right foreground, a replica 
of a fighter plane on the left 

and, on both sides at the bottom, 
the insignia of the Philippine 
Air Force. 

Lieutenant Gozar is a hero of 
World War II. He engaged in 
combat three Japanese, Zeros 
which strafed the military in-

From And For T 
Official Cachets An 

THE: .., 
Ht$TOlHCAt... l,.ANDM ... ttk COMMISSION ' 

OP 
WYOMtNG 

~fIO"Al AfRMAI 
Distinctive 1938 Air Mail Cover 

Quite often we meet the 
philatelically uninitiated or the 
stamp collector, who has allow- m 
ed himself to grow a little . me 
stale on his hobby, to ask ~ v 
"what can I do, to make it.' of 
more interesting". To such a 
person" who has failed to ex

plore the roony branches of 
hilatel ld i 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 

1 1 MASON STREET _ ugust 31, 1955 
1 ~ cot 1 .,.., A,-,'l-- b kBROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS .r . u Clney J' . . . ,.[1 roo 
33·North "7ort '.::'hoJ'l1.3.s Avenue 
Fort rb.onar, KentucrJ 

:Jcar :;tanley: 
I1 ~~itc 0f a rptr.er hot ~~d hectic su~'er I have tried 

to draft another article for STAHl'S on the ~Tt;W York Ocean rail l'ost-
1'larks, not including ei ther rate figure or "'?AID in the circle, used 
on covers to California or via Cali f ornia to Oregon or Hawaii. 

RegF.r dil1[: the postmark on f!'y cover of Hay 26, 1849, I 
note t hfc t you marked the photo of this cover 26mm., vlhi ch it dOes 
measure about through - K, but the rim is irre€,111ar there. I find 
the original 'l.,nd the ... ; ')to I'8 .sured through t'l-]f s"aft of Y cmd down 
just left of 6 if" about 27mm . I hr ve seven covers 'lith this ~Of·tT1E l'k 
on cover . tn C[li-r'nl'nio., c..ll of which measure over 26mm. and up to 27rnn. 

It seems to Me that it would be depirable to illustrate 
the earliest and latest recorded uses of the four types of these 
Ocepn Uaml circle postmarks, in case you are willinG to allow me to 
use some of your photos with proper cr edit er.d also in case it is not 
[' sking too Much of a favor for you to check ny dates vii th your record.s ;_f' 

"VIle S ize Style Color -~~.rliest La.test ---
I. 'Sculiest low date red;b18.ck MAy/26 l84~ bll) :Jl(y/7 l850~ red) 

YAy/13 185B( blk F IB/5 l853~ bl -II. l<~arly 30r,]4 . 10'" d3.te red;bla ck 

A:T 19 lRf12
e F~B/2J l35l 

• <) 

III. In t err1e rlia te 30l'r..m. 
rl~ ",17'],1. 

b1c.;.ck p o~~ ~,. ~, nTr 
• ...it - v .I..~ .... 

IV r< • d . , 1 ""9 1 I' 7 '1 1~ • "r1 lTI .pmlC . ~ ~- ~ 1...... 0 ;:' o ... ac..r. ~.':..lJ Ie :'OG4.
g 

TOV II l 861
h 

30{nm. 8 bars 

Totl s. 
I.a. encircled 40 blk; curved PAID red;" :)r Falcon";to San ];,.;1£.C.13l'1.1<e 

b. f 8lc.ed let t er dated st .Loui s :!)ec. 26,1849; Pl"lY.: l' :Y De I.in c. dvance of 
departure of C'1.1iforniC'. r.18i1 y 8G"C'. io' ,Trr .... 2, 1 850 ·~Then this 
letter; was struck wi th 34m1. "":, ,- - -~ :--: /~ o"T L .. /{O lk; unpd. to 2(;)'1 :;' .; 

ex- l'- ..... 8l"'.ke, nO"., :i. '.Jef u (I have no photo of t1li'J it0r j 

II. c • f> tnmple f' s to San F.; S.B .Ashorook, S':' J ",Tune 8,1940, p. 344;-:. \. ,Yllt:ree 
d. ties t, 0 3:f>1 on folded letter to S".n F.;ex-l".C.Blr.ke,CJ.C.Paige 

Sale,June 10,1955,Lot 207. 
III.e. tvro ~¢"5l cEnc.blk grids;" ,rrpire Cityll;to Snn :;:;'.;S.J3.AE'hbrook I'hoto 

")1' :-j .f) . !'ollard. 
f. two Z.,ct'51 ca.nc.repular T.V.~n.1: T:9/9;to Sacrcu'1ento;Y.C.Elake, 

STAlG.'S , June C t 194.C, P .342, FiGs.4, 4A. 
IV.g. 3)tenv.'53(L' J}Dnd 3;t'51;to CJ::v~raI"lento:r< .B.Ashbrook hoto,...:.I.B.JesGup. 

h . bl cl' f'Jur 1'),t.'61;to SEl.n F .; ;"; •• Ashbrook 'P''1oto, ~ .J?Jessup. 
Rp.:rJ.r>rvs . 
I. This oHi ts n:' cover of r~~/2? I sus:,ect it wc.s 1849. Do your 

sailing records rhow any extra mail steaner from 1J.Y. then, :')crhaps 
via Charleston,Savannah, Tlavana, or ey; Or leans, thence to Chagres, 
such as "Crescent City","Cherokee","Southerner" or " ortherner" to 
ChBrleston,thence to =~~~L& ard to Chagres,tiot listed among the 
!'ee;ular U. S.Yail cS :"n L . f"f E . C1nc. JCirt :Joe Fe.r:t s ? l'y £uess of 
1849 based on reci::>ient' G nota t i on at 8"'..n F .II ns":r(i 1 ue .3Cth". If 
letter had gone by "Ohio" 1I!'pr.28,1850 it would have reached San F . 



rr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

by the" anana" Hay ?l, 1850, but if it left N.Y. late in H~rch 1849 
it \/ould hC'.ve been ~ eld in th.e San F. ".0. until Hale arrived on the 
Ship"Pacific" at San F. on AUE1.1St 5, 1849 and his answer would have 
left San F. lJY the next outoound eastern mail on the II Pane.m.D,"Cept .1,1849. 

In n:/ files I find a letter frorr yov. cf JU'18 '35, 1910 i"1 .,' ';'c 1 1. :"OU 

state in regard to the rare type "Ocean lv:ail" {rw Tvpe II above),quote: 
""Vha t we need to do is to ado9t a proper ter1"1 for tl-).i s marking. I 
think your "::barly" is better than my "First Type", because it surely 
wasn't the First Tvpe bv any means." (Unquote). 

I had entirely forgotten that so long ago you agreed that there was an 
earlier or "Earliest Type" (Type I • 

II. In this Dame letter you Mention that L.B.Mason had shown you a 
cover wit'1. the earlie~t :use of tlle rare type (~Omm.low date) that 
you had seen of larch 18, 1850, but as you did not state whet"h..er 
this cover went to Oalifornia or elsewhere, I ~ave not given t~e 
date J:arch 18, 1~50 as earliest record. Perhaps you can check this 
so that I can ci1.ange l~lay 13, 1850 in case the Hason cover did go to 
California. I have no photo of either of these, but have photos of 
all the others except Type I of Jan.7,1850. 

I trust this series of questions will not be imposing too much 
on your generous co-operation. Certainly I shall much appreciate your 
coarnentfl, corrections or additions to the foregoing datfl .• 

rytth best regards and wish.e q , 

Sincerelv yours, 

f 





Jr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

MAURICE c. BLAKE 

1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

Sentember 13, 1955 

\1 though this letter may cross one froI'1 you in the mail, 
I am sendinr it Dec~use I have felt that mine of August 31st contained 
rather too Many inquiries and reque sts. 

Instead of attemnting to include so many illustrated covers 
in an article for STA1~, '1S ealiest and latest "known uses of the four 
tynes of ew York Ocean rail postmarks would involve, probably it would 
be better just to offer two Forty-niners, and ~ossiblv either o~ly one 
cover or a tracing of each of the other three types which are well known . 
However, I should like to include a list of the earliest and latest dates 
which have been reported in Jhilatelic publications or bv collectors,~viz.: 

~. L. 
I. Forty-nine Type. May 26, 1849 ,rgy 28, 1850 

II. arly Tyoe. l~y 13, 1850 
(L.B.ll!.:ason) (i..ar.18, 1850?) 

III. Intermediate Type. pre 9, 185~ 

IV. Grid Type. lar. 6,1854 

:?eb. 5, 1'<53 

ov. 1, 1861 

Last week I had the nleasure of meeting 1fr. II Jack" 
Fleckenstein, "/ho ha"'Jpened to come into SCl,n Paige 's office one 
afternoon "\1l-J.en I chanced to be there. -7e looked at an off cover 
I.e" 57 imprint C0 1JY, 'vhic"I-J. some years ago yoU "plated 8.A 51L6, but 
whic''l "Jack/I,-as he a.sked me to call him, having heard of me n.s 
lI'aurice" when visiting you,- said iA now considered to be 51L5. 

This was all news and Greek to me, so ~e asked me 
whether I received your Special Service Bu~letins, to wlJ.ich I 
~ad to replv that I did not, although I had long felt that I 
would like to do so and th~t I had missed much valuable philatelic 
information. To this he heartily agreed, so I wonder whether you 
you would be willing to add my nane to your list of subscribers. 
If so, I should be glad to send my chec\ for the ref!ular current 
subscription aI'1ount. 

I a.m glad to receive the recent eSA J.ir::'1SI3T"::!R, showing 
that vou are Northern Vice-President, together with a snlendid group' 
of other Officers elected for the coming year 

, i th best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 



l 

111' . liauriee G. Blake, 
11 hson St • ., 

:"Ookline 46, 11ass. 

Dcar lhurice: 

Sept . 14, 1955. 

I huve bocn 80 buSy' for 5 ve cl. months this is the first opportunity 
I h v, hac to C Gel: th uta as per YOlli"S of Aut; ..,t 31st . 

1 'ye? 

to c the 

It appe .... fj 

R ga. ing YO'l.ll', 

This se . 
"c at. "th' t 
ern" a . See 
c ty~ a'SOn 

Si,'1ee uritint; the bove, I located a C~ filed un::le~ my 'l. y . e..1'lcirc1ed 
"40" \Tit 1 a til' eing of the "Sap 20" pofitm"rk - e .w..:hibit "B" . Note the T.lea"ure-

, ment of this 26 m or 27.fir? 

Exh~bit "C" - This i the earliest I' va of rec I'd of the encircled 
"MJ.. " I have ho phoGO of this cover. 

Fachibit "D. " Thia is Aug. 2'7, 1$49. 

Exhibit lIE" - I believe t is is the earliest "BO" that I h vee 

Exhibit "F." This is roy earliest record of this type. I have other 
reeol·ds as follows: 

Jan. 3, 1850 
Jan. 12, 1850 (3 different) 
Feb. 11, 1850 
A • 26, 1850 
Oct . 11, 1850 
IJov . 26, 1850 
l~ov . 11, 1850 
Dec . il, 1850 
Feb. 11, 1B51 
Feb. 26, 1851 
14v 26, 1851 (two) 
June 11, 1$51 
June 26, 1651. 



1 " 2. Hr. Haurice C. Blake, ept. 14, 1955. 

Does the above answer ~our query on your Type p If not be sure to advise. 

Exhibit "a." This is l'Ihct I formerly c'lied the r:First Type Ocean }.fail" 
and t is lhy J.3 iI. 1850 i" tile earliest record I have of it on a cover to California . 
z.r~ (HI!'licst records of it 1'e as fo110\{5: 

record t. 

f." c 18, 1850 - stamplcBs to Troy, N. Y. 
1 ,1850 - 0 th7 to Nel'l Or1 ans 

.!.. rJ. GO hn:re, 
lL-W 21 1 50 to F anco 

ug.13, IB50 H. S. of 4. to S. F' . 

Al ... o 60"'1e :.t1'tcr us s . 

"V a much bet-tier 

Type_ IV - Yon re~o iG c rract. I ~ v nmrcr ieeol r an earlier use 
to California th 1 "1{:uo 6" (1854). 

Re - your .. uery about 
You ,\,lil1 lote" a v t"t t 

, ... ch 

I .... ve carefully noted yourw of So' 

(~rpc II) , of !-larch 18,1850. 
ron IJc:.1 Yar.' t!) Troy, N.Y. 

st. 

If I h"ve not furnished you with all the data you \Jish please a vise. 

llith est '>lie es -

Cordially you: 5 , 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
:~ Torth Fort Thom~8 Avenue 
~ort Thomas, Kentucky 

11 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Stanley: 

SepteMber 22, 1955 

Yany thanks for v our letters of the 14th and 15th 
with vc.luable T.1xhibits "." tr> t~", --ihich I returr '1 re\lit'1 after 
making notes re rdi Beach f r !ur~her reference. 



-
• 



MAURICE C . BLAKE 

1 1 MASON S T R EET 

BROO K L IN E 4 6 , M ASSA C HUSETTS 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentuoky 

Dear Stanley: 

october 3, 1955 

Thank you for the data on the two items herewith 
returned. The El!PlRE/CITY cover from N.Y. Sept.15,1849 bears 
the S.F. boxed 40 and has a ms. "Paid", which might have been 
applied at the S.F.::?O. or if 'VTitten on the oover before ar
riving at S.F. was not crossed out there, so I aSSQ~e that the 
40,t was paid in cash R.t the S.7.P.O. ,either by t'!-1e U.'3.1~D.il _ G.3nt 
who came on the Paoifio Mail steamer from Panama to S.F. or else 
by the Adams -w.xpress Agent, Mr. D.H.Hackell. If the "P[-l.id" was 
put on by the sender, perhaps he took the letter to dockside in 
N.Y., hence no N.Y. postmark, and paid 40t either to the U.S. 
Mail Agent on the"Empire City",ot to Hr. Hackell, but if th _the 
latter, would there have been some indioation of the 3xpress Co. 
or of an extra fee for Mr. Hackell's service? 

I gave no Type number for the NEW-YORK/m d/40 of 
DEC 13 (1849), because the four types of New York Ooean Mail 
postmarks (Types I,II,III,IV) inoluded only those without any 
rate numeral and/or PAID in the postmark circle. However, these 
with rate numeral and/or FAID oertainly were also New York Ooean 
Mail postmarks used on covers via Panama to California from this 
earliest of Deo.13,1849 through latest use of the NWN PAID/IO. YORK/ 
mid shown in your Vol.II,p.125,Fig.44X and p.245,Fig.50D of JUN/20 
(1855) of whioh I have a later example in red of SEP/5 (1855). 
To do a thorough job would seem to require including the rated and/or 
PAID Ocean :Mail postmarks, but perhaps for STAMPS it would be better 
just to introduoe the new "Forty-nine Type I" (?). 

There would seem no need, nor vlould I think i t a~:l1Jropria te 
for me, to present an artiole attempting to revise or bring up to date 
the material so ably provided in your Volume II in Chapte~~IV and L. 
Al though you did include some markinGs \,hich \fere not used 'lfter July 1, 
1851, as the 1TEW-YORK/d/m/40ots.)PAID in Fig.44L(A), in general :rour 
book dealt with the 1851-1861 re:riod durinG which the "Forty-nine Type I" 
did not oocur, whereas the "Sarly Type II" carried over from 1850 and 
was the "First Type" Ocean Mail postmark used both on stampless C0vers 
and on covers bearing 1851 stamps after July 1, 1851 until as late as 
FEB/5 (1853). The only two rated and/or PAID postmarks whioh I do not 
find in your Volume II arel NEW PAID/6 YORK/mid in red for which I have 
earliest APR/9 (1852) and latest MAR/5 (1855); and lTBW 20 YORK/mid 3.2'nm. 
(like the 10 of your Fig . 44J, but double rate unpaid) in black JAN/20 
(185~ no year, might be 52,54,or55, not 53 as Jan.20,1853 was Sunday'. 

Edgar Jessup reports Type I red of APR/II (1850) ms."80" 
and ourved PAID red; also Type I of July 7, 1849 (rate not stated). 
Di d the ll Empire City"or"Crescent City" or "Cherokee" sail July 7, 1849 ? 

We now have a tentative listing of these N.Y.markings for 
our own further study and revision. 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 

1 1 M A SON STREET 

BROO K LINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

October 10, 1955 

Your interesting photo enclosed provides a latest 
date of use of t~e Type I New York Ocean Mail postmark on NOV/6 
1850, but also a use not on cover to California but lip Asia" via 
~ngland to France and November 6, 1850 was a Wednesday_ 

Now we have instances of use of this Type 1,0. M • • 
as well as the "Early Type ll of 1850-1853 and the grids of 1854-
1861 on covers to other destinations than California, but thus 
far I have not discovered the Intermediate Type O. M. except on 
mail to the Pacific Coast from April 9, 1852 to February 20, 1854. 

I thought I might have an exception 'Nhen I first saw 
the enclosed cover to Charleston, S. C., but half ,expected that 
it had the regular NEW- YORK postmark of 1853,that somewhat resembles 
the Intermediate Type O. M. , as is shown to be sa by comp~ring it with 
enclosed cover to California of the same date UAR/21 (1353) twioe 
struok by the Intermediate Type . Kindly return these two covers 
at your oonvenience . 

In regard to the 5¢ plus lOt 1847 ~aterhouse cover 
I might have added in my recent letter that since publication of 
]30STO~r P03':'AL !,tlL.\:~YLmS TO 1390 at least t"lo covers wi th 5;t 1847 
stamps, single stamp on each, have turned up bearing ~anuscript 

"Due 5"in lead pencil and"due 5 lf in typrical Boston reddish crayon, 
one under 300 miles over ~oz., the other over 300 mi les single to iox. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~ 



, , 
! • • C. Bl 

:'\ t 

• ... tcrhous 

Oct . 25 1955. 

yoUl~ t,ro letters 
o· , } vc ~tt _~.:.iC)n On 

au ailed cut of tOll!! to 'C\.rd 
t behind ns [. l"\,:;sult . 

co ts on tIe 

.···th wis s -

C ordicl.ly your 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAll-15¢ 
SENT TO 

STREET AND NQ, M ~ 
, IIson ~t' •• f 

CIT II 

I1YOIl want a 
return receipt. 
check which 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

D 7¢shows 
to whom 
and when 
delivered 

D 3J¢ shows to whom, 
when, and address 
where delivered 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if' you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOVERNMENT rRINTING OHICE : ItsS 16-71547-1 



ire H. C. Blake" 
11 Mason St., 

Brookline 46, l1ass . 

Dear }'iaurice: 

Oct . 19" 1955. 

As I mentioned in mine of the 5th, I eatl:r llppreciated the in
formation and comment on the 5¢-10¢ 1847 cover. I should have referred 
to ll\V cop of the Boston 1850 Almanac that you presented to me. You 
also gave me an 1848 editlon and if you ever run across a~ other 
editions in old book stores will you please obtain them for me? I do 
not mean as a gift but please purc ase for me. Alao anything you run 
across in t e w~ of copies of the P. L. & R. , tables of rates of posta e 
to lorein countries, etc. 

Please refer to your It'tter of the 3rd" first paragraph. The boxed 
"1&" on the Empire State cover is a well- knCMn S. F. p. O. marking . I 
suppose the writer paid the 40¢, that the letter was carried privately and 
handed in at S. F. with the 40¢ . This framed marking was generally applied 
to unpaid mail - perhaps the Irite paid 4O¢ but maybe no one paid the 
40¢ at the S. F. p. O. so 40¢ was collected. 

Re - the second pa agraph of your letter . I agree wit your comment . 

Re - the fourth parag aph. I do not have ~ record of a sailing on 
July 7. 1M9. The Crescent City was advertised to sail on June 20th " 1849. 
Then the next advertised sailing was July 17" 1849. I have no record of an 
advertised sailing for June 28" 1849. 

e - yours of the lOth. I return your two 3¢ ' 51 covers herewith . I 
no e both are dated ¥.ar 21 1853 . The mil steamers stopped at Ch, rleston" 
S. C. " so I believe it possible that both of these le t New York on the 

.."same ship. In 1853, 1arch 20th fell on Suroay. The letter to S. F. was ap
parently mailed on Saturd~1 the 19th. The Charleston letter is date-lined 
the 20th. I have copy of the advertisement for the sailing of the 
"Illinois" on rch 21" 1853 . Connectin at Panama. with the Pacific Steam
ship "Golden Gate" for San Francisco. 

contents of your letter. 

ith best wis es -

Cordially yours, 



Ir. auric C. Blako, 
II ~'lson COt ., 

L okline 46, .ass. 

De 1aurice: 

Oct. 7;, 1955. 

Plea c note photo print he :it uh ' ch 
plcaoc r urn. Thin cover belo 3 to Paul Ro off 
and I } ave cqu"sted h' to "end it to I!l so t at 
I can "e a ne 1 p otogr ph. lJo do Ibt he will and 
I ,UI send you u. pr": t . 

HOt va y unusual to see . is post ~rk 
on <m 1 7 st 

Ee ards. 

Cor °ially yours, 

"~ 



( 

PHON~: PENNSYLVANIA 6-7637 CABL~ ADDR~SS: BIRICH, N~W YORK 

PHILATELISTS and AUCTIONEERS 

0;;;Jtv-live d}fedVcM;-~ Wbed 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Dear .L'!r. Ashbrook, 

FRITZ BILLIG 
FRED RICH 

About a year ago we sent you the enclosed 
stamp to be classif ~ ed. We sold the stamp 
and it just came back wuthout your statement . 

Could you kindly send another certificate 
and let us know the charge 

Sincerely yours 
I J ~ 

Billig & Rich Inc 

j 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

In c.. 
31-

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you 'do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOVE'IHM[HT '''IHTIHG

a 
OFFICE : '15' IG--71547 ~ 1 L-__________________ ___ 



{ BiJ~i & Ilieh, Inc . , 
Room 30, 

55 cst L2nd vt . , 
fiT. ' York 36, I . Y. 

Gent' eJ 

Sept . 30, 1955 . 

e1 it~ the f . S. One Cent 1851 as er 
yours of th 27th . 'i' is c'~a.mp it the r re tlJ1~t~-
10 ued type, Typ if Iron late 4. a f"ub-tJ c of 

( Type IA. I h~ve ~ irned it a.s suet' on the back. I 
run 61 closin. a. diagr3.T'l shot' t i. ty • 

I r ~rct t . t I av b 'en unable to fr.d 
;;. reeo d that :L :r' eeiv thic s . .:::mp f you '1ithin 
tl e ~ ... t t 0 yec. s time but if I did , t e?e is no 
further fee, - e pt the return poc;tapc. If yeu c . 
rive.l;. the appro;d.mate date that I ex.c mined it;) I 
\-rill appl-eci"'te trw favor . 



PHONI:: PENNSYLVANIA 6-7637 CABLI: ADDRI:SS: BIRICH, NI:W YORK 

PHILATELISTS and AUCTIONEERS 

rcg;jtv-jive (J)yed7tw1tJ-~?J'bed, 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y . 

October 6th 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O.Box 31, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

FRITZ BILLIG 
FRED RICH 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 
many thanks for your 

letter in regard to the one cent 1851. 
This matter dates back to 1952, but we 
can not find our files right now. 

In case there is any 
charge please let us know. 

c~trulY 

Billig & iich 



.A-:t!J-J5>
J5>-:t!J-J'.
(fi-(fi-~-1!!-

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 

31ttrk 1£. :tafinlrnmnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~eaton 5§treet 
~ostnn 16, 2Hffassadlusetts 

September 28, 1955. 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan, 

(fi-J5>-J'.
J'. -;3R -J'. -

~ -~-~ -:t!J -~-

:y thanks for your letter and note of the 24th. I shall hold the fancy 
cancelled covers until you have a chance to send along another lot to go with 
them. 

I certainly do ;agree with your comment regarding "mail auctions" based 
on my observation that practically all of them advertise "unreserved sale" 
though I have yet to find one that was not strictly reserved when it came to 
selling the lots. However, the Belmont auction is an outstanding exception 
to this rule since they print a reserve on each lot in their catalogue and 
make no effort to deceive anyone into thinking it is an unreserved sale. 
Therefore, everything is on the up-and-up and I heartily approve of this type 
of sale. Also, George Myers, the man who runs them, bends over backwards to 
be fair and accurate in the material which he includes even to the extreme 
ti~~of returning some items to me for extremely foolish reasons. However, 
these returns se~vs to emphasize the extreme care he takes with his sales 
even though they\~vidence his own lack of expert philatelic knowledge. Send 
fbr their catalogue sometime and you will see when I mean, though I seriously 
doubt that the auction will contain anything that would be of interest to you, 
since it is mostly average material. 

My respect for the Paris crooks continues to increase based on the recent 
experience of the Waterhouse sale. I have always had great respect for them 
and also been aware of the fact that they work under an ultra violet lamp 
when executing their work. The clean cancel on the 5¢ 1856 from the Waterhouse 
sale certainly did show up in your photographs where I found no evidence of it 
myself under my lamp. In that regard you will no doubt be interested to know 
that I had an occassion to meet and talk with Mr. Zareski when I was in Paris. 
His appearance is deceiving as he looks like a kindly old gentlemen with a 
hearing aid who would not harm a fly. However, in our conversation through an 
interpretor which~ necessary partly due to his deafness and partly due to his 
inability to understand completely my English, I gathered that the disrespect 
you have for him is a mutual feeling. Apparently your actions in detecting his 
fakes continues to get under his skin. He evidenced an excellent if not expert 
knowledge of U.S. stamps in general, but as we both know he still has a lot to 
learn on rates, etc. He specifically referred to the 1869 cover with pair of 
30¢ values which you exposed last year as an example of a perfectly genuine 
cover which you had turned do~m. As I recall this was condemned based on the 
rate markings which made it an obvious fake. Apparently the expose of that 
item caused him considerable discomfort even though the cover was apparently 



, 

la"ter sold by Miro "to a Con-cinen"tal buyer a"t a high price. From his physical 
appearance I would guess "tha"t he may no"t be around "too much longer. 

Enclosed are "two items I purchased from Bacher in London on which I 
would appreciate your opinion. I have never seen a cancel like "this "steam" 
on a l¢ 1851 and suspicion it may be a cleaned copy with fake cancel. Also, 
I can find nothing wrong with the 3¢ Bank Note, but i"t is almost "too beau"tiful 
"to be true and I would wonder how it could have been cancelled by a French 
cancel, etc. I shall look forward with interest to your comments. 

With ~t wishes, 
~ )t1M4 

E. f~olesworth 

JB.Vvf 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO Mr. Jack E. Molesworth 

STREET AND NO. 
102 Beacon Sheet 

BOSTON (/6) Mass. 
CITY AND STATE 

lIyou want a 
return receipt. 
check which 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

D 7¢show. 
to whOD1 
and when 
delivered 

O 3J¢ show. to whom, 
when, and address 
where delivered 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 

i 
0C 1 

I 
I 

19Sj- i 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
. and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

S. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u . S. GOVERNMENT rRI"TING OfFICE: un 16-7IU7- 1 
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1~. Jack E. r~lesworth, 
102 Beacon Street, 

Boston 16, Hass . 

Dear Jack: 

Oct. 1, 1955. 

Herewith the two stamps as per yours of the 28th. In ~ op~n~on, 
the "Steam" on the l¢ is a fake. I suppo e t e French postmark on the 
3¢ is genuine as it could he possible thnt some collector put it on a 
letter to this country or some such monkey-business . I t ink such 
items are freaks and have no meaning as they do not display any legitimate 
postal use. 

I note your further remarks re - Ceorge ¥vers of the Belmcnt and I 
"lill have him semi me one of his cataloeues 

I note that you met Zareski in Paris and that Le has little use for 
me. He uaa in New York in 1947 for the Show and made application to join 
the A. P. S. but I had somethin.~ to do with the withdrawal. It is sometimes 
rather eal,y for a crook to become a member of a philat elic society but it 
is a difficult matter to have them thrown out. I cite t e ca~e of Scrurgs 
recently elected a V.p. of the f . P. A. and C.Q.A. I note from your letter 
that Zareski is nop apt to be aroun very much lonner. . 0 bad , e can tt 
give him sornetLing to hasten the event. 

I never could understand how Herst or Konwiser could associate their 
names with such a louse. 

With re;;:ards -

Yours de., 



.J 
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TELEPHON E 

PLAZA 7- 4460 

APPRAI SALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE 0. INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H . R. HAR M ER B . O. H ARMER 

F. T, BUCK M ARGAR ET M AHONEY 

H+R- HARMER, INc. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCT I ONEE R S 

6 WEST 48T !"J STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N .Y. 

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , W I. 
AND 2b CA STLE R E AGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 Y EARS 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas A venue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE.NEW YORK 

LEADI NG A UC T IO NEERS OF 

RA R E POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION 

28th 
Septe mber 
1955 

I am enclosing two item s from the Caspary collection on which 

I would appreciate your report and account in due course . 

An envelope is enclosed for the return of the items and we have 

covered the insurance on it. 

BDH:E 
Enclosure 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISE S INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS 

Sincerely yours , 

H. R. HAR MER, INC • 

EMPLOYEES BOND ED 



'. Be mod D. HamEr, 
I~ H.! . HarLlCl'J In . ') 

6 rest 48th (t . ,) 
Hew YOlk, 1.Y. 

D r Bern : 

Cct. 4, 1955. 

He :itl t.he t 0 it as per you of' the 
28th. I am plea.., t repo:i.-t th&t the 9O¢ 1860 cov is 
genuine in every respect and one of t e finest lmoun ith 
this statlp, if not t ,C fmest . I had n pr. iOlls record 
of this cover. I clos n complete ~~Yvis of it . 

Re - th lip' co. II Ther i.., no dG!1.ce u:mt-
soever ct. I can s t ~t t.c d~ :- ... ~et all" used or.. 
t is piece. I do not see hOll any recomizcd authority 
could state \lit! tmy certa~nt· th"t t it st~p Tas actually 
used 0 t is piee or t ~ t t r id canc ation is 
gcnuin • 

..it kind st regards 

Cordially yours J 

..~ 



r \ 

I ~ 
/ 

, '. 

To 
H. R. fIMl ,nrc., 

Tell .... or{, J.Y. 

For opinion <>n 
9O¢ 1860 cov r to Spain 

Oct. 4, 1955. 

1. 05 rate ••••••••••••••••••••• 5. 
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90¢ 1S60 COVER 
CASPARI COLLECTION 

Submitten Septe~ber 30; 1955 by Bernard Har~er of H. R. a~er, Inc., New York 
City. 

This cover has fro11 left to ri~ht -

2¢ H~27, Type II - Broun - :d~. t p, ne ioprint copy. 
90¢ 1$160 - Superb (;O~J - co:crect colo - correct shade of paper for 

ct n~l'O u. f'>' in 1P60. 
10,. 1B52- Type V. 

All t ~ee 6ta~s cancel Qy the red r;~nlecn prid of the ew York Post Office, in 
use ~t tt> t tiT"le on fO'l"eign mil - corre ,t . cd color of in. 

Total nost"."e - ~1.05. 

Cover addressed to BQrce10na, Spain. 

Rate - This "las a five times rate as follo' s: &.1 French Hail @ 21¢ P r ~ ounce -
~ 21¢ e 1.05). 
Route - By American Pa.cket to En!7l:.:.nd, thence across channel to Fra.nce and by 
'rench nail to Spain. 

Division of 21~! sinplc 
U. S. share ••• 9¢ 
French share ••• 12¢ 

21¢ 

The U. S. share pel' t oz . ,.,us -
3¢ U. S. internal 
6¢ sea (to England) 

l": tee 
(5 .>. 9 =.45 
(5 x12 =.60 
Total 1.05 

On the face of this cov<:r is a magenta pen "60. " This lias applied at Neli York and 
Has the U. S. P. O. D. credit to the French P. O. D. of 5 x 12¢, the French sh re of 
the rate. 

In mY opinion, this cover is genuine in evetz respect . 

The cover is routed by the "Illinois. " This was a famous steruoor of the Vanderbilt 
Line. Hy records sho\'l that this mail ship sailed for Southampton, EnO'land on Nov-

, ember 3, 1S60. (Saturday). Incidentally, the re:ular sailing date of American 
Packet 1hl1 Ships for England at that period viaS on Saturday. 

The S. S. lliinois . A wood~n paddler built by f·ressrs Smith & Demon as the Louisianna 
in 1851 and purchased before she \Olas finished by Gem>ge Law, (The La,., Line), 'iho 
completed her according to his own jdeas and put her onto the route that he had 
estab~ished between Nell York and Chagres, Panama, in connection with the mail service 
to California and Oregon. I She \'las the third ship of the !flaw Line" and by far the 
finest , having a tonnage ol 2, 100 and d~ensionsJ 268 feet leth, 40. 3 feet breadth, 
and 31 feet depth of hold, with an avera~e speed of 13~\ knots. Her reco·,'d passage 



C2 . 90¢ 1860 cover - Caspary collection (continued) 

was six days, sixteen hours from Chagres to N '1 York, a record 7Ihich stood for 
many years. In 1860, she was ~rned by Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt and made a 
f€, irregu1a passages on the s ervice th~t he '\las proposing to maintain between 
New': -k cnd S ut ampton, England, at the period being brig-rigged . In 1861 she 
was chr:.rtared by ('h U.S. Uav.;" to carry troops to the Civil Tar, and in 1864 S 1e 

'as e loyed:in arrying exchanged Confederate prisoners of w r dmm to Savannah. 
Soon tor she lla diprnantled. 

Sept ']bf'. 3, 1955 



90¢ lS60 cover 
Caspary Collection 

Submitted Sept. 30, 1955 by Bernard Harmer of H.R.Harmer, Inc., New York City. 
This cover has from left to right -

5¢ 1857, Type II - Brown - right pane imprint copy. 
90¢ 1860, superb copy - correct color - correct shade of paper for 
stamp used in 1860. 
10¢ 1859, Type V. 

All three stamps canceled by the red ringless grid of the New York Post Office, in 
use at that time on foreign mail - Correct red color of ink. 
Total postage $1.05. 
Cover addressed to Barcelona, Spain. 
Rate - This was a five times ra~e as follows: 
BY:French Mail @ 21¢ per £ ounce - (5 x 21¢ = $1.05). 
Route - By American Packet to England, thence across channel to France and by 
French Mail to Spain. 
Division of 21¢ single rate: 

U. S. share 9¢ 
French share 12¢ 

21¢ 

(5 x 9 = 45) 
(5 x 12= 60) 

'Potal$1.05 

The U.S. share per ~ oz. was: 3¢ U.S. internal 
6¢ sea (to England) 

On the face of this cover is a magenta pen "60." This was applied at New York and 
was the U.S. P.O.D. credit to the French P.O.D. of 5 x 12¢, the French share of the 
rate. 

In mY opinion this cover is genuine in every respect . 

The cover is routed by the "lllinois." This was a famous steamer of the Vanderbilt 
Line. My records show that this ship sailed for Southampton, England on November 3, 
1860. (Saturday). Incidentally, the regular sailing date of American Packet Mail 
srips for England at that period was on Saturday. 

The S.S. Ill~oi5 . A wooden paddler built by Messrs Smith & Demon as the Louisianna 
in 1851 and purchased before she was finished by George Law, (The Law Line) who com
pleted her according to his own ideas that he had established between New York and 
Chagres, Panama, in connection with the mail service to California and Oregon. She 
was the third ship of the uLaw Line" and by far the finest, having a tonnage of 2100 
and dimensions, 268 feet length, 40.3 feet breadth, and 31 feet depth of hold, with 
an average speed of 13~ knots. Her record passage was six days sixteen hours from 
Chagres to New York, a record which stood for many years. In 1860, she was owned by 
Commodore Vanderbilt and made a few irregular passages on the service that he was 
proposing to maintain between New York, and Southampton, England, at the period being 
brig-rigged. In 1861 she was chartered by the U.S.Navy to carry troops to the 
Civil War, and in 1864 she was ~ployed in carryin change Confederate prisoners 
of w~ down to Savannah. Soon after she was dis ~ed. 

September 30, 1955. 
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Mr. C. C. HJJ:t~ 
Suite 1020 

922 :.:.ll1ut t. , 
Kansas City 6, ~·10 . 

D- .... . .IClTt: 

Se t . 16" 1955. 

ethic ast ' eek of 
colo~ f both is very ffine, 

cry, \ ich m ana" 
dampness. 

I .... ':1 sendin[; t lese to y becaus thought you ould like to 
see the kind of record.s t.hat :r am maki.ng . The c s ~ of course, no obligc.-

1 ion on your rt to pure use thene or any other such it ...... thnt I my 
d you but you can if yeu so desir • 

\Tith re ,~rds -

Enclosed: 
A66- 6 - price 1. 50 
A66-15 - i ce em. 50 

Cordi lly Y urs, 

CT - 6 1955 



ESTABLISHED .1928 

~~~~~ 
~R.A.DE MAR K R EG. 

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 

September 27,1955 

I have the 10¢ 1847 cover back and of course you may write it up and any 
mention you care to make of my project will be appreciated. I'm sending my 
article to IIStampsll about October 10th with the photo of the 10¢ cover for 
illustration along with the article. I do not recall that it has ever been 
photographed before. 

I hope you will continue to send me voluntarily any photos or other im
formation you choose to as you did with the last two '47 photos. To keep 
our accounts straight lowe you $3.00 for two photos, ~2.00 for photograph 
of '47 cover, and $5.00 for expertizing the enclosed or $10.00 If incorrect 
advise me. I'll try to get the several other items I want photographed ready 
and send to you this week. 

Re enclosed. It has been submitted to the Philatelic Foundation and 
their opinion is in the sealed envelope for you to see if you care to either 
before or after, I asked them (1) if it was used on this cover, (2) the 
year of use, (3) if it might have been used during the Confederacy, possibly 
during the provisional period. I bought this from Elliott Perry recently 
and he said he had had it at least twenty-five years. The Philatelic Founda
tion thinks the dating is January 8th. 

The information in your letter about '47 stamps to Wisconsin Territory 
on October 4,L847 does not agree with Perry's pat Paragraphs. That statement 
is from memory but I'll check. One of these days this fall 11m going to 
Washington to see for myself what the records show. I've written the Post 
Office Department but can get no he l pful information. 

You'd be surprised how great a variance there is among the informed 
dealers about the nuwber of 1847 covers in existance. I have not written 
all the men you mention in your letter but some of them. One on your list 
guessed 25,000 another 10,000 and a third 3,000. I haven't written Dr. Chase 
yet. I've never corresponded with him but I think I will. 

.. 



This first report is on A. S. D. A. members only. lhe next will be 
on the collector's survey. I have in mind several other articles which I 
think will be of interest. A report on the known covers from Wisconsin 
Territory, Minnesota Territory, Iowa, Missouriand several of the other 
states that received very few '47s. 1ach state would justify an article. 

Also the issuarx:e of the '47 stamps differed from the later issues 
in that they were sent to various states for the first time not only 
during '47 but also in '48-'49 and '50. I have a hunch that the Post 
Office records show the dates supplies were sent from Washington to the 
various states and the date received would of course be later. It would 
be fun to list the earliest known cover from each of the thirty states. 
During this survey I have heard from several collectors who collect 
covers from only one state and there is considerable interest as to the 
number of '47 covers from some states. I believe these collectors will 
be interested in knmri.ng the earliest '47 cover fr m each state and how 
closely it coincides with the Post Office record. 

Sinz#~ 
Creigh;{n C. Hart 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

STREET AND NO. W 1 
5otl-e 101.Q - ql~ a nut st-
fin;;; en (6) Hn 
If you want a 0 i ShOWS D 3J¢ shows to whom, 
return receipt. to whom when, and address 
check which and when where delivered 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR Qdl 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
'* u. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OffiCE 1 tin 16--71547-1 



, 

Oct. 26, 1955. 

~ ... . c. c. H, .. ~t, 
Suit e . 020, 922 alnut t . , 

Kansa.s City 6, .ID . 

Dear or. ,,~. 
u.... ". 

Her . "th I UI r 'ning you 5¢ l847' usta, 
Ga. '1 co' r toget~cr lJit' the p • • cr:rtificate, th 3¢ 
1857 cO\Gr, Plotos, c. 

Co 
matte ... reoonsideration. 

U. 'ortumtel, t t Co 'ttee is co~pos of 
people . ho he. e v "T little ' il tclic kn fledge . T ey 
h 'Ve a habit of condemning g uin :t't G nnd okayinr. f I~C6. 
Let u r ope they reconsider the" 0 inion reO's ding YCTtlr 
cov r . 

ith best 'shes-

Cordially yours , 
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hr. C. C. Hart~ 
Suite 1020, 922 \/alnut ft . , 

Kansas City 6, Ho . 

Dcar Hr. Hart: 

Dec. 23 ~ 1955. 

Rei'e:rring to you:::- 5¢ lSh7 cover nOH in the lands of t e Expert 
Committee. It is Ir\'f guess that Larry Shenfield was responsible for the 
certificate they issued to you. I have to cr;;r written Larry a lEJtte from 
~hich I quote an fo11o\'1s: 

"I cncloue an Augusta, Qu. (not .!::!!) 3¢ 1857 cov 1" of Apr 1 1861. 
I have a rrumbor of covrs from this same correspondence. It, ,·ms outra eous 
for the P. F. to condemn the Hart 5¢ 181+7 coval" as it is as good as gold, and 
the decent thing to do would be to issue a certificate in l",ne with the facts 
and not guesS1'ICrk. You nEwer saw an Augusta , La. \'lith this double circle 
postmark and I don ' t believe aIVone can shm'[ S'J.ch a thing. It (unq\tote) 

I am rot odds Hit.h the Committee becCl.Ufle I think they are going s rious 
philately a lot of harm in thoir euess- ork. !lu:.t can be CA-pccted l1hen de
cisions are based on pure guess-work lfth r t an on knolled e of the subject . 
It is sfrious busine. s to conderln a genuine iten Buch as your 1847 cov r and 
it is a mock elY to i sue a certificate validating an anateurish bit of faking 

uch as the notorious rmitage 90¢ 1860 cov r . If anyone on that Committee 
h:ld any kno\,11edge of the markings on that cover they ~lOuld have kn~m the COVEr 

s bad beyond a question of a doubt . 

Vith ev"ry good wish -

Cordially yours, 



f 

Ir Lawrence L. Shenfield, 
40 Highland Circle, 

Bronxville 8, N. Y. 

nEWrY: 

Dec. 23, 1%5. 

You do not l:ike t e tone of my letters - I do not 
like yours, so the feeling is outual. It co ld be that 
you are the one who has chan ed, not me. 

For any Committee to condemn genuine items and 
authenticate fakes makes a mockery of serious phi tel·c 
research work . I rcgr t my inabili~y to pour in sufficient 
poSson in my pen in expr ssing my utter disgust . 

I enclose an Aueusta ~ (not li!) of April le61. I 
have a number of covers from th·s same correspondence. 

It was outrageous for the P. F. to condenn t e H~rt 
5¢ 1847 cover &a it is as good as old, a1'1 the decent thi a 

to do would be to issue a c rtificate in line' . h the facts 
and not gucss- uork. You never saw an Aueusta, L . \n.th this 
double circle pootmark and I don ' t believe anyone can 8 ml 

such a thing. 

Yours tc., 



.' 

STANLEY B.AsHBROOK 
P. O . BOX 81 

S3 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS. KY. 

Mr Lawrence L. Shenfield, 
40 Highland Circle, 

Bronxville 8, N.Y. 

Larry: 

Dec. 23, 1955. 

You do not like the tone of my letters - I do not 
like yours, so the feeling is mutual. It could be that 
you are the one who has changed, not me. 

For any Committee to condemn genuine items and 
authenticate fakes makes a mockery of serious philatelic 
re~earch work. I regret my inability to pour in sufficient 
poison in my pen in expressing my utter disgust. 

I enclose an Augusta ~ (not ~) of April 1861. I 
have a number of covers from this same correspondence. 

It was outrageous for the P.F. to condemn the Hart 
5¢ 1847 cover as it is as good as gold, and the decent thing 
to do would be to issue a certificate in line with the facts 
and not guess-work. You never saw an Augusta, La. with this 
double circle postmark and I don't believe anyone can show 
such a thing. 



, .~ 

Ir. V<:m Dyk .fu.cU)ride, 
744 Broad t ., 

Newark 2, J . J . 

Dear he: 

1 e - the 5¢ J.ugusta, Ga. cover thc.t I Ilenticned in a previous 
le"ter, here 're a b'Lch of photo pr::'nts that:::: made. T ir, coyer belongs 
to IIfY friend Creighton !If ~ of Ka.nsn::! City . Before I ever sa. this cov I' 

he 5ubn..i.tted it to th rJ~pe:.."t Co. :Jittee of t' . 1" . rnd they i r sued t'1e 
cor-i..if:'cr..te .w p..... :.cto P:'in J h :'Clf:'t . 'art t' en cent. the COY r to me 

lei .L exprebced :F'.l cpin' n th t t e Co dt 'cee ;' S ll'On[ and thnt tl e COVEI' 

in Genuine . I signed it s ~JUch on t"1(;. back as per p. oto . I a vised him 
to rc--sub,rlt .:t with a reC)u~!Jt thd they reverse their decision. T :1ey still 
hnve . t unJ er conddc ... at:'on. Here nre SO.le points to bca.r in nind e 

Thi'" type of double eircl x>< tnarl~ TaS not placed in usc until 
lete 1859 or c.c.rly 1860. It \'Inc in . €~eral use rt Augusta" Ga. ~.n the npring 
of le61, <ll1u: no d ubt as lone ns a y ar car ier. 

l.ot.e 1;Y photoc of the 5¢ ' 47 y ultra-violet do not s 'OiT any cleaned 
cuncel:." henc when the st<:ll"lP uao uced j-n the 1960' s it mu.,t hnve been unused . 
Of cours , no fool ,",auld put a fruw po"'tm1rk on an unused 5~: oe47. l{r sol t 'on 
\'Ias that Jvh use \'Ias Fcb. J.862 \-then the Confed rate "ar 5¢ . That. the lritcr 
had an unused 5¢ ' 47 ut~ P mld decided to u:Je it, and it Hal'll; tl ru K. Of course, 
the roc c ~u1d have been Feb. 186r"hen t.le U. :.. . rate las 3¢ an the ,r.L"itel' de
cided to get rid of hi" old utru:lp. 

Note the opi .~ on by -t.!le P. F., viz ., th t "The .-tnnp He.S not used on 
this covc~ .. . rr lIou absurd !!J :bnt do yeu suppose tl ey meant? One \-TOuld infer 
that they meant the postmark on the stamp l'laG eenuine but thnt the eta: p was not 
us d on thL cover. Or did they mean that the postmark is fraudulent an th-:lt 
this covel' is a fake and never went thru the U. S. 01' ConfedE::cate rna·? Or they 

could have meant that t:lis cover originally had n 3¢ 1857 \-Ihich as 1'61 oved and 
t is 5¢ ' 47 substituted, ,dth the postmtlrk paini-cd on the 5¢ stamp. In such a 
case the stan:p .:ould have teen an unused cOP'J or one that lad been cleaned • . 
Ky ultra- violet photos failed to register any trace of a former cancelation. 

I think it is equo.1ly as bad for the T' . F 0 to condemn a renuine co'::r 
a s it is to authehticate a fake . .'hen a Comittee has to rc"ort t ~:!'e gu s
\fork then t!1cy are bound to be ,TOng more times than right . 

Please return the prints at your convenience. rIo hurIY. 

~ath regar' 6 -

Yours etc., 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Hr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 Nor th Fort Thomas Ave., 
For t Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

February 21st, 195 6 . 

I found the enclosed phot os of that 5¢ 1847 canceled Augusta, 
Ga., most interesting. Somehow, I had never heard of the cover be
fore. 

It is indeed both difficult and awkward to contest an off icial 
opinion by the Philatelic Foundation. However, I frankly must agree 
wi th you that their simple statement that "the stamp was not used on 
this covern does seem insufficient. As that opinion is exactly oppo
si te to the one which you gave to the O1-mer of the cover, and as you 
are a noted and recogni zed authority on the subje ct, I do think that 
the owner is entitled to go back and ask for evidence supporting it. 

Going solely by the photos and not having seen the cover it
self, I woul d s ay that the usage appears genuine t o me. Your theory 
that the original sender of the cover nhad an unused 5¢ '47 stamp and 
decided to use it, and it went through O.K.", is of course a possibly 
correct explanation. Especially as your ultra-violet photos failed 
to register any trace of a former cancelation or other fraudulent 
indications. 

Itll be interested to know what if anything develops furt her 
in this. I am returning all of your photos herem t h , but I would 
greatly like to have a plain print of the one showing the entir e cover 
for my files. 

As Ever, 

~~ 

Ma cB/HK 



, 

i • V'nn k 1 c ride> 
'144 Broad. t . , 

Newark 2~ N. J. 

Dcnr "C: 

Upon return y st _r ~ littl"e 
• vac~ticn of two eekQ I found ours of recent date~ 

which accounts for t .~ tardy ~ ~ ent . 

Your 1 tter till have ~ careful tten-
tion in the v n ar future • 

.. ith best wishes -

Co dially yours, 



f 

" 

.. q VeIl Dyk .hc ride, 
744 Broad St . , 

net-lark 2, 1. J . 

Dour Hac: 

Hare 8~ 1956 • 

FUi:·t lor refe1rine t,o mine of t Ie 4t l~ and your bra favors of recent 
date' ith return of the photos of the 5¢ lS47 Au ueta, Ga. cover. I believe 
t a· the O1mer of tho cover de nnded a reconnideration of the cover the 
P. F. pc· t Comnittee but 00 far he has not advised me ,rhether the,y have 
taken ru1Y action. L.l"l':y in thoroughly famD.ir..r uith the cace so pel:haps he 
can give you sOJ 0 first- hand iuf rrotion. As requested, I a.'!l sending you a 
photo of t cover. I regret th-t t .is i" not very good t:ii' you ",muld 
like to see a color side 'hich s OJ 8 up all tho details I wil be r lad to 
loan one to you. I thin" t lis is x v -':71 ::.nteresting and if my opinion re
garding it in correct ~ it is a very valuable and unique item. I think it is 
darn serious, and :illY I add, very (eplOlable for sooe incompetC'nt llfu...-p€rt COl:mdtt ee" 
to carelessly condemn such an item. 

The ve17 idea of issuing 6uch a silJ¥ - yes positively oill)£ - certifi cate 
reading, liThe stann uas not used on this cover. " , /hat in the devil did they mean? 
I ill 'lager thGt there is no one on that Comr:rl.ttee uho has aI\V real knO\·rledge of 
Confederates or for that metter, the U. S. 1~~7 issue. The.r make a mockery of 
serious philE.telic research uork lith their damn guess- Hork. Then such a committ ee 
resor'!;'s to guessing - then they are bound to be wrong nore ti."aes than right. 

I }lill wager that the most scientific tests would prove that the 5¢ stamp 
\-Ial3 not canceled '''hen it was postmarked on th' cover and I ' ll wager that the 
Augusta po tmark is l;enuinc . I have half a doze n genuine strikes of this marking 
on 3¢ ' 57 in the spring of 1861. Perhaps you also have so e . 

Re - yours of the 2 t h and the valentine cover . Up to this r.Titing I have 
nothing further to report but I believe the o't'I1Jler intends to send it to me and if 
he does I \dll photograph it and request his permission to send you a print . 

Do not fail to read the editorial in Linn' s eekl.y, issue of Ua.rch 5th, by 
George Linn re - the forged. letter sent out in January over rrry name, also his ex
cellent and fearless COllments on international exhibition juries am amateur judges. 

\'lith regards -

Cordially yours, 



\ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thoma s, Kentucky. 

De 'Ar Stan: 

744 BROAD STREET 

NEW ARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

March 20th, 1956. 

Thanks for telling me about the color shots you made of that 
Augusta cover, - I shall remember tha t you h ave them if I should need 
to see them in the future. 

I would like to have a copy of tqe story in your "Service" for 
my files, if you can spare me one. But, - I consider the cover a mat
ter of outstanding inte~est to Confederate philately, and I greatly 
hope you will write up an article on it for general publication. I 
have another letter from Mr. Hart on the subject, in which he says that 
while he is willing to write a story about it for some publication, 
that he prefers that you do it as you can do it much better. I hope 
to see such an article in STAMPS, the GGSSIP, or possibly the AP, be
fore long! 

Incidentally, Mr. Hart tell~ me that he did ask the Foundation 
to reconsider its opinion, and that they did so and asked him to sur
render the unfavorable Certificate. That is of course only partial 
recogni tion of an error, a.nd their present position of "respectfully 
declining" to approve or dis approve tt seems like ju~t....a.voiding the 
issue to me. If the Foundation is to be the leader ~ expects to be 
in its field, it should definitely have the courage to state its con
victions one way or the other! 

Hope you do get a photo of the lO¢ 1847 Valentine cover, - I 
would greatly like to see it. Also I hope that the Post Office Depart
ment work on the matter of that forged letter will produce something 
soon. 

As Ever, 

~r~ 
Ma cB/HK 

c .c.: e.C.Hart 
1.L • Shenfield 

• 

• • 



.. , 

l..fr . Van Dyk MacBride, 
744 Broad St . , 

Newark 2, 11. J . 

Dcar Ihc: 

March 23~ 1956. 

Ee - yours of the 20th. I am mclosing heret-lith a copy for you!" files of 
r.rry November 1955 Service Issue uhich conta.ins a .Titc-up on the Hart 5¢ 1847 
Augusta, Ga . cover. I could renoe this and publish it in "Stamps" . If'you 
have a.IW su geDt· ons ao to 1 0\'1 I could improve s they ,rill be olco e . 

bc~ I disa ee with you that the P. F. Expert COJ':'ll!littee should refuse an 
opinion i: they ure not ro 60mbly sure they nre correct. l!hen they re not~ 
then they are guessinguand when an Expert Committee has to resort to guess- work 
then they are bound to be m"ong more times t llln right . 

In the case of this cover it is r::t:f gues toot they depended entirely on 
Lorry ' s opinion and he uns "rong - Jhen the cover was arum 6ubnitted by Hart~ 
had they had any desire to rende!"'a correct opinion th~ should have consulted you' 
and they shodd have consulted me. But instead they refused to express an opinion. 
\'las this in deference to Utrry? If so~ then of course their action las ong . If 
they are afraid to htL~ someone' s feelings then they are n hell of a Co~ttee and 
to be frank~ that is ,mat I think they are at best. 

I have repeatedly advised them to refuse an opinion in cases wh re they \\ ere 
unable flo obtain some definite evidence one "ray or the ot • I think I knO:l the 
1847 Issue as well as any iving person and I knO'ol so thing about Confederate 
postal markings . Yet I was not consulted and neither was you, and neither was any 
other stUdent of Confeds~ as far as I am aware. ,fay I inquire, is this the wayan 
efficient Expert corillnittee should function? Here is a vcr.Y valuable and interesting 
cover - une that is probably unique - first this Committee condemns it ~ and th 
when they find their opinion \-tas wrong~ they don' t even make arw effort to rectify 
the wroUg they committed. 

J.ty advice to refuse opinions \-mere they are unable to obtain some definite 
proof refers to such items as - for example - canceled copies of the U. S. 90~ le60. 
I am positive I have made a more profound study of such ite"IlS than any other living 
person~ - I have quite a large photo record compiled over 37 yearo . There are a lot 
of canceled copies which are fakes. Occasionally I have a copy submitted to me which 
I am not sure is good or bad and if I don' t 'knm/~ who "lould knoti'? In such a ca"e I 
am not ashamed to state - I do not kmw. That is certainly no disgrace. It is much 
better than to do any guessing. And it is this sort of advice I have consistently 
given the Committee. 

Re - the valentine cover with two lO¢ 1847. The 0 er sent me a photo print 
of the cover and a print of the valentine. They arrived yesterdq and he requested 
me not to shO\'T the prints to arwone or to make any copies of them. The reason was -
he was preparing an r:rticle for publication in the A. P. lihich 10uld feature his cover. 
I am sorry Mac, but I will have to abide by his request . Under the circumstances I 
judge I do not have his permission to give anyone a description of the cover. It is 
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hardly fair to judge the authenticity of any cov r by a photograph but in this 
car-e I see no rear-ori to question this cov r . I did not realize it at the time 
but apparently I should not have advised you that such a cover as in existence 
but when he l/rote me that he owned such a cove' he did not r uest e to keep 
it a secret nlthough he may have intended it that wa:r. 

Re - the forged. letter. Did you read the editorial by Linn :in Linn ' s "eekly? 
The P. O. officials a .... sure ne they are working on the case but lnll divulge nothing 
until t~e case is closed. 

\'lith regards -

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
~ort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stan: 

744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

March 26th, 1956. 

Thanks a lot for your good letter of March 23rd. It is probably true that the 
Philatelic Foundation Expert Committee "should refuse an opinion if they are not reason-

- ably sure they are correct". After all, and as you say, cases do e xist where a definite 
opinion one way or the other just cannot be honestly given. It certainly is no disgrace 
to simply say "I do not known. I am so~ -that I ~ta~d differently on this in my last 
letter to you. 

Thanks also for the samplEr copy of your Special Service #56 which I read through 
and found much of interest. iowever, n~I have become a little doubtful about the sound
ness of your theory as to the Confederate usage of that 5¢ 1847 canceled Augusta, Ga. The 
point is simply this. If as you think the usage was January 8, 1862 rather than 1861 or 
1860, it would mean that the stamp was used after the Confederacy took over its postal 
system (June 1, 1861) and the 5¢ - lO¢ rates went into effect. BUT at the same time the 
Reagan Proclamati on forbade the usage of any U . '5 . stamps after that date, and tha tis of 
course the reason for the use of Ooniederate Handstamped Paid markings, the Provisionals, 
etc. In October of 1861 the first Confederate Government adhesive stamps were issued. 

Thus, if your present theory is borvect~ it means that a United States 5i stamp was 
used on January 8, 1862, - long after the use of U.S. stamps had been forbidden in the 
Confederacy! If this was true it is amazing that the cover was passed through the Confed
erate mails and that stamp accepted as paying the 5¢ Confederate rate of postage. We have 
all seen many cases where the effort to use U.S. stamps of the 1857 issue, for instance, 
was caught, the postage was considerEtd unpaid, and "Duell markings added calling for the 
payment of Confederate postage. 

Therefore, I am reluctantly tending tov.ards the opJ.nJ.on that this may have been a 
January 8, 1861 usage, (or even possibly 1860). Georgia had not seceded by that time, and 
the use of this old 5¢ 1847 stamp could have merely represented an over-payment of the then 
U.S. 3¢ rate. Is it possible that something like this may have been the basis for the un-

t favorable opinion of the Philatelic Foundation, which as you say might have been based on 
what Larry Shenfield decided? I have read through your story in your "Service" carefully, 
and unless I have missed some feature therein, my opinion is forced to be as set forth above. 
As you well say you donlt suppose that "weJ'dll ever be able to provell that your theory is 
correct, but whether or not this cover does represent true Confederate usage I agree that 
is is "certainly a most unusual i temlt • However, I think I would hold up publishing any 
article on the subject until and unless we can come to some more definite conclusion. 
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As for that Valentine cover with the two lO¢ 1847 stamps, - I had 
heard of it before you wrote me about it. I think it was John Fox who told me he 
handled the item and sold it to its present owner but of that I cannot be sure. If 
the owner is now going to w ri te an article and illustrate this piece in the AP, that 
will be sufficient for me for the present. If later you could ask the ~ner to let 
me have a print of the cover and enclosure, I'll be quite content. 

Finally, in the Scruggs matter, - I'll certainly be interested to hear 
what the outcome of your letter is to Ben Reeves of the SPA~ And yes, - I did read 
the Linn editorial of which of course I wholly approved. 

My best! 

MacB/HK 



Hr. Van Dyk .facBride, 
741... B .. 'oad ... -t ., 

N~rark 2, Il. J . 

Dear Mac: 

MArch 31, 1956 . 

I have carefully noted yours of the 26th. 

Re - the probable y ar of usc 0_ the Au~ta, Ga. 5¢ 1$47 cover. I gave 
careful conoideration to three YCULS, vi~.,lltO - 1861 - 1862. I note you ramL~ 
me of certain happenings durir>'" these yea:..~s , .,hich sU::i'ely you must be a tare are 
quite >rell knmm to DIe, viz., the dute tl1 C •• A. P. O. D. took OVEr the poetal 
system thruout the secedoot tos - Regan ' s proclnmation - etc. dc. etc . IJntur"lly 
I am \I ell ai-Tare of the fact that in Jan ry of 1862 a U. S. stlltlP tas of course not 
legal in tle C. S. A., nor for th't matter, in the U.S. A. I novor had any intention 
of SU£gCGting that it \las . I meed ll\1 tl eory as stated on three possible years of 
use ani I selected 1862 as tl e year thut seemed toone that best fitted the pic
ture , for e.."Ca.I!lDlc, t'heuse ~:as January. I 6cr" ously doubt if Aueusta, Ga . had a 
double circle postmark as early as Jan 1660. if so, I have never seen one -
Further, :in Janu~l"Y I doubt if thcl"e lias real fear t ,t Georgia. uould secede from 
the Union, hence it seemed to me th t an o· rne:A~ of an old 5¢ 184.7 unused st lp {ould 
not have occasion to use it . 

ith these thoughts in mind I discarded a ponsible use in Jan ry 1860. 
Further, the ovm r l'licht have thQucht it possible that the old demonetized a+ rnp 
nigh':' not be recognized. "mat about a possible use in January l86l? Georg' seceded 
on Jan. 18th - this was a use before t. at time . I think the use could have been in 
1€61 - Secession lac. thcn al..,ost assured ae the Oimer may - ave decided he l-/ould use 
his U. S. stal'lp. After all , it lias a U. S. stamp and the postal system '-ms still 
run by the U. S. P . O. D. I did not rule out an 1861 usage . \fuat about Jan. 1 62? 
Here was a citizen of the C. S. A., no longer a citizen of the U. ~ •• - He had a 5¢ U. S. 
stamp - 'lhy keep .:t? He was Hriting a letter to Eatonton, Georgia , - maybe he didn ' t 
have a 5¢ Confederate stamp - the rate uns 5¢ - 60 l'lhy not ~ anc.. UJC his old 5¢ 
lSh7 stamp - maybe it would get by - .. Thy not, try? 

No ! .c, you Ima .. 1 full 'TOll thct I never had ' any idea that a 5¢ 1£!47 vlaS 

"legalU port£.re in the Confederacy in January 1862. l·raybe the us Tas lat€r - r.mybe 
it uas 1!?63 or 1864 or 1665. \'/ho knmls? It" analysis ros a theory to account for 
this use and I think the cover is ul1G.uestionably genuine. 

I note your statement - "NOH I have become a little doubtful about the 
soundness of your theory. " I fail to see lIhy you ent to t.e i:.r u ,Ie to r~ind me 
a.bout Confed handstrunp PAIDS uhen Confederate stamps w re issued, etc. etc . NJ:w I 
inquire if you ,-rere uriting a letter to me or to the gall ry? 

'lba.t makes you think it \las so amazing that this letter ent thru the Confed
erate mails, ithct..-t being held up? Pe:rhap& the postal clerk knew the pel's ·n l'ho 
mailed the letter and permitted the lettfr to go thro . Perhaps he thcur.oht - why 
bother - I 'll adLu.t :+-. is odd to see a use of a 5¢ 1847 in 1861 or 1862 but ""lIobably 
no more "amnzing" thBn to see COVf.rs shol-ling uses of 1847 stamps in 1852 - 1853 -
1854 and even in 1857. Also r~ther amazing to see covers sho ing uses of the 1857 
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r..t New York after 'demonetization" in October, Uovember and December of 1¢61. 
What is the difforence whether the use was January 1861 or 1862 . I ... /ill not 
ser' ously consider 1£60 unless SOI"eone coul" (';hovl' me a uce as e rly an Janu~ry 
1860 of a double circle po otlrl?tk at August , ( a . 

! don ' t think that fr . Hart gives n d<l1:"n lheth:?l' the use u<lS 1861 or 1862 
vmat concenns him - I imncine - is the genuinenecs of the cover, and after all, 
that io uhat concernn ne . I thoueht it ,tas outrageous th t a coMmittee of ill
infor cd II ... '\."OOrts" ",muld tal{e it upon themselves to condemn an item that is un-
doubtedly genuine in every H Y. 

I have quite a few 3¢ IS 57 cov • 0 u"'ed at Augusta, Gn . in the spring of 
1861 - All have the lI(lf'luble circle" postmark . I believe l"rry seCT.'1ed to think the 
postmnrk was Au[;u t~, I.a. It is t:'lie that there ras an "AU£1.1sta" in Calduell Co., 
Ln. in lS59 hut it f' surely a c1' .... s::::- oads poot office und lIQuId hardly have had 
a new type ct~pe such as the double Circle, much less any old 1847 stanps . 0 
such an office ms 1i ted in lA55,so you can .rel1 appreci.:te that there Has little 
ch nce that "Aurmsta, La. " had a double circle postmn .. k in 11160 - le61 - .. lhen only 
a conp,lratively felt touns had been supp ied priOlO to June 1 , 1861, uhich date you 
Worned me lias uhen the C. S"A. P. O. D. tool' over . ...laC, I 1 "we o.n idea I wac :el1 
posted on this point .... ray back in the d.:lys Then Ned Kn pp and I collectcct Confeds 
toget.lCr. 

I ;ill abandon nlto;.:ether any idea to lIT'ite an ar·ticle on t i cover . 
After all, it is bad to ,;rite an article based on nothinG more th a theo:y . 
Ho ever" in 6u.gce~t:!.ng a "theory" I had to o~fcr some solut:"on to account for wby 
I think this cov • is cenuine. I do hope ! Till not be shot Cot dmm fOl' being so 
bId. 

l'lith l'eca. 6 -

Copy to 
e.c. IrIart 
L. L. Shenfield 

Since~ely yours, 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 Nor th Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

April 4th, 1956. 

First, in answer to yours of March 31st, please let 
me insist that my references to dates of secession, when the C.S.A. 
took over its postal system, use of Handstamped Paids, Provisionals, 
etc., - were made in my last letter to you solely to present a back
ground for the doubt I had registered as to the Confederate use of 
that 5¢ 1847 cover. In other words, I was writing to you, and not 
1Tto the gallery" 1 

So far as' I am concerned I am entirely willing to con
cede that all the possibilities in the theory you so ably present, 
might have actually happened. Also let me say that I believe that 
the stamp and the cancelation and the cover represent genuine usage, 
and, based on your photogr~phs and the results of your detailed ex
amination, I do not believe there was any l1doctoring" in this case. 

Nevertheless tpe question as to in what year this cover 
was used, remains unanswered, at least to thus far. Therefore, I guess 
we'll :ta ve to put this whole matter in the '"maybe" class and until and 
unless we turn up something more definite in the future. Under the 
circumstances I think that you and Mr. Hart are right in not writing 
it up at this time. ! 

As I said before the cover is a pretty one, certainly 
unusual, and a most desirable item for anyone's collection. Thanks 
for letting me know all a bout it, I always enjoy trying to study out 
such thi r:g]L 

As Ever 

MacB/HK 

c.c.; C.C.Hart 
L .L.Shenfield 
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fro. V Dy: Hac rid } 
744 road St • .) 

Pewark 2, N~J. 

De r h~c: 

April 7, 1956 • 

You stated t 
lt ' c if i' "ros a 

It impressed In 

t your fOTtlcr 1 tter \f .., to me and not to the ea cry, 
person:ll letter Lo mc \'111:," s d a copy to ~' . I' .? 
n eL o:r-t to educnte :r. Hart on Done C. S.!I . pos 1 

h~ tOI"J. 10 e , ".:>rget it . 

Here are SO.fle po nt e to c nsider. !ave you any !'ocOr< of uses of the 
ou'hl ~i.rcle po .t.r:\a -k ct Augtlct .. i 1 60? Or in Janu ry or Feb .. --uary of 1860? 

If , id the po~tmark have _e60 logo? Have ou r.ny r co."" o~ this double 
ci:r ~1· ostmar' sed at f.ugllsta in t'1e irst three months of lC'61 as an 1861 
lOGO used? 'las an 1861 logo u cd tt e. til e in le61? See ""''':' tu pa e 316 . 
Th;Ls double circle otamper ,,'as ,eneraJ.IJ suppl':ed by the ufacturer w':th a 
y ar logo . Did you €:ver see this po In.<u'k with an _862 logo? 

Re - usc of 7 s~a.npo after June 30th of 1861. Ha. r.Jany cuch covers 
~vc you seen? Did y u ever see any where the stamps ,,[('Ire ro gnized? Do you 

ever see a:rr;r ,., ere the stamps \Olere not recognized Uhat is the latest use you 
can recal. 0_ the use of an ln47 stamp? Do you ot t link tru:t a pe_ son iho is 
ot qualifiec to anS\1C1~ the atove questions is qualified to express a worth 

\'/hil opinion en 1r. Hart · s cover? Houl,any tlE>..-perta" on the .). F. Committee do 
you think is capable of anm-t rins even a fe\-{ of t e above qu ries? If that 
Co.'$rlttee \!3.~ not reason' bly sure a ou.G that cover they should not have resorted 
to ess- .iork, because that it:; e{actly t t. ey did. And that is my complai.'1t 
and ,.,hy I at't that. they are making a perfect mockery of se ious philatelic 
research 'trork. Hot only in this case but in a unber of othe~s that I have 0 -

se ed in recent ruonths . 

Yours etc., 



~" 

744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. AShbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

April 9th, 1956. 

Thank you for yours of April 7th. 

The reason I have sent copies of my letters to you re
garding the Augusta 5¢ use of the lS47 stamp" to Mr. Hart, is chiefly 
because he wrote me concernrng it and I ,thought it only proper that 
he be advised of my opinions thereon. Also, you had sent copies of 
your letters both to him and to Larry Shenfield, - so I went and did 
likewiset 

In reply to your questions let me say tha t I do not have 
any recordsof the Conf ederate usesof the double-circle Augusta post
mark, with or without year date logos. As I have said, I have every 
reason to believe that th e one on the 1847 stamped cover is genuine, 
but it is my theory that its use was in 1861, before Georgia seceded. 
That seems to check out with your statement that you have covers with 
this postmark on 3¢ 1857 stamps, used in lIthe spring of 1861". 

/ 

Also, I am afraid I know little as to any late uses of 
the 1847 stamps, or where they were or were not recognized. I assume 
that the Foundation owns substantial reference files on all such mat
ters. Whether or not the y were able to find therein any substantiation 
for their fi~st and unfavoraple opinion on the cover in question, - I 
certainly do not know. 

Do count me out on going any further on t his particular 
matter, and unless and until something new developst I repeat that 
the cover and the usage a ppears perfectly genuine to me, a,nd while I 
cannot go along with the theory that it is Confederate, I think it a 
mighty nice and valuable item. 

As Ever, 

.. ..- .. 

MacB/HK 

(no copies) 



STAN FOr:~' D f", -.. \.;1 G'- '~ NER 
C/O CREOLE ~ '. '--'-' -_j-Lir"'E 

LAS PIWR/l.~ E~OL U;·:i CORP. 
VENEZUELA SOUTH" FALCON 4'1' Z ~) ;9sr 



l{r. Stanford G. Gesner, 
% Creole Pet~oleum Corp., 

Las Piedras, Ecio, Falcon, 
Venez ela~ South .~erica. 

Dear lor. Gesne!': 

Oct. 7~ 1955. 

Herev.ri;" the 3¢ 1e61 as per yours of the 
28t . I am leu.~ed t report thnt your stamp is [ 64 
the n~1I a quite a cood enll:!plc of that color. 
I signed it on the BC!: . '- f e is 2. 50. 

Knouing yom interest i~ tIle O¢ l 60, I 
a enclosing hcr~'ith ~ celor slide of a gorgecus 
coveT in the Cas r.y collection, a cover that is 
genuine in all respects . If you wish to keep ttis 
slide, the price is 1 . 50. 

'ith kindest r CBnrds -

Sincc~ely yours, 



ESTADLISHED 1928 

\'1 0 fhol-o 5'PYheJ,4:~~~ ~ m 1\A t.-.J. ~ ·U SUITE 1020 GO~lMERGE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST. r VV'V - KANSAS CITY 6, MISS O URI 

September 28, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Enclosed find 10 items for photographing and I'd like two 
prints of each. I also enclose a 5~ wheeling grid off cover on 
which I want your opinion but no photo. I'd also like your 
opinion on the 5¢ orange brown cover as to its color. I also 
enclose a mint block of 4 of the 5¢ which is supposed to be 
orange brown. I'd like your opinion on this also-no photo . The 
Panama cover is not tied but I believe is ok, but I'd like an 
Ashbrook opinion to confirm this. 

lo4 -tze lanc~es~e: 
Strip's 3-10¢ Panama cover ~ 
5¢ N. Y. Aug. 2 cover / J 
10¢ Little Rock, Ark. cover v' 
Coolidge frank cover 
Crockett frank cover 
Jefferson frank cover 

Washington franked cover 
Johnson franked cover 
Eisanhower on 1947 Cipex 
MacArthur on 1947 Cipex 
5¢ wheeling grid stamp 
B1. 4 5¢ 1847 

I leave to be gone a week and return Oct. 9th for a week, 
to be gone again on Oct. 16 until Oct. 31. Please try to return 
these items so that they will arrive in K. C. when 1'm here. 

You say you cannot filter out a color when using color film. 
This last summer my son studied zoology at U. of Wisconsin and in 
their lab they had a phase microscope that would filter out any 
color of the spectrum. This might be applied to color photography 
if it is worth i t as far as stamps are concerned. 

Mr. Brookman in his book on the '47s says the earliest post
mark carrying a year date is July 15, 1847. I have never seen a 
year date in a cancellation on a '47 cover and have jus t about 
given up hope of ever finding one. Have you ever seen a year date 
in the cancelling postmark? 



... 

-2-

I'm considering having an ad prepared by our advertising agency 
offering a reward for a '47 cover from Minnesota Territory and in
serting it in a Sunday edition of a St. Paul newspaper. St. paul 
according to Perry received the entire supply of the '47 issue. If 
I decide to do this I'll send you a proof of the copy for comment 
before running it. 

An added enclosure, that I want photographed and an op~n~on, 
is a U. S. to Canada. This is the only '47 lIve ever seen that was 
cancelled with a red 7 bar circular gird in New York City. Perhaps 
all "Paid to the Lines" covers have the circular grid rather than 
the customary red square grid. You will know about that. I have 
seen very few from N. Y. to Canada. 

I hope this letter finds the pressure of your work easing 
considerably • 



.' 

J 

J 

;,J' . C. C. Hart, 
Suite 1020, 922 \('alnut St., 

Kansao City 6, Ho. 

Dear Mr. Ha.rt: 

Oct . 7, 1955 . 

As per yours of the 28th, I run herc\lith returnin the follm-lint" items: 

1) 10¢ If!h7 cover - N.Y. to Canada . 
2) 10¢ 1847 " - H. S. of 3 - Panama to Hexico . 
3) 5¢ 1847 II - N.Y. to Boston ARg. 2 . 
4) 10¢ 1847 II - Little Rock, Ark . to Cincinnati . 
5) Coolidge II - Frank 
6) Crockett II II 

7) Jefferson II II 

8) :ashington II " 

9) Johnson Flank 
10) Eisenhower - Hac Art 1 ur Cipex 
11) 5¢ 1847 block of four . 
12) 5¢ 1847 ~leeling Precancel. 

I m.::de photorraphs of the above material as you .. ·equested am prints 
will fo11m'l very shortly. 

Re No . 12 - Wheeling grid - In nvr opinion this ..,tamp is genuine and it 
could be that this is a stomp that was described in the 1916 Chase article. Chase 
stated that covers ere knOtm with the pre- cancel in red and canceled ",lith (). blue 
grid . He nlso mentioned an off cover 5¢ yrlth the red precancel and a blue ~. 
I believe these precancels ''lore very early, that is , used in 1847. Your copy is 
certainly an Oran~e Brown, the 1847 color and it is a vcr,y cnr1y impression. I 

signed it on the back . 

Re - No , .3 - 5¢ 1847 from NClf York Aug. 2 to Boston. ThlS , in l'l!Y opinion" 
is the 1847 color, Orange Brovm and the use could huve been 1847 or 1846. I think 
it is possible that this stamp had become a bit oxidized and was eiven a peroxide 
treatr.lent to restore the color. 

He - Fo. 11 - 5¢ 1847 - block of four . In nw opinion, t is is not Orange 
Brown or E't'ownish Orange, but r' ther the Chase 1849 color "Reddish Brrnm. " In
cidentally" I took this out of the glassine envelope as I think it is dangerous to 
enclose stamps or covers in any sort of covering, esr;ecially 'Vlhere such items are 
sealed up tight and the air prevented from circulating. I run. convinced that such 
coverings will fade cancelations on covers in time, espccinlly red postr.larko or mark
ings. 

He - No. 2 - Panama to 11exico. I ho,ve known this cover fo:r years . It is 
unquestionably genuine and I have signed it on the back . I have a photo of it that 
I Made years a[o , when it belon ed to Knrl Burroughs (deceased) . 

I note your remarks re - filterine out colors . I 'lill "rite a good 
friend at the Eastnan Co. in rochester. I do not believe such microscope \lork as 



(;'2 . Ir. O. C. Hart - Oct . 7, 1955. 

you mentioned could be applied to color photo raphy. 

e - 1847 - year dated postmark. I lIms not aw e that rookLlnn mention
ed such .2 thing but as far as I can recall I never heard of any circular postrna.rk 

• with a y ar date that \1aS used while t e 1847 .,tam were current . 

e - your conteoplated advertis ant for an 1847 cover used in dnnesota 
Territory. The data Perry gave you is correct . The only lSI,,7 stamps sent to that 
Territory TaS as follous: 

Received at ~t . Paul 
1850 - Oct . 17 

10¢ - 300 
5¢ - none 

le5l - Feb. 4 
10¢ - 900 

5¢ - 200 

I believe your chances in locating such a cwer arc v ry very slim. Stamps used 
from there fould probably be found e1se\lhci'e. 

Re - xour No. 1 - lO¢ 1847 cover used to Canada. The questi n io, ' 1d 
Neu York usc a round r.rid on the 1847 stamps?" Chase stated in hie 1916 a~icle, 
quote: "I~ew York also u ed t.ho-ugh rarely - the ordin ry round grid" (on the 1847 
stamps) and ota.ted that the co-men sou re grid was generally used. 

I have been interested in this f ature forsorne years and four or five 
years ago I wrote to perhaps half a dozen collectors of t e forty-sevens inquiring 
what sort of covers did they have with n 1$47 strun!> used from New _ork tith a rourrl 
grid in red. One replied that he knew of perhaps half a dozen cov rs that llere 
genuine. 

I do not think its use was confined to Canada, Lurope or California, as I 
h;we a record of covers to Frrnce, Canada and California. Ho /fev r, mail to such 
places did not al\<Tays have the- .. 0und rid (from New York t;ity) . 

In nw opinion, your cov r No . 1 is genuine ir. ev y respect and I have 
signed it on the back. 

I enclose a photo print of a cover to California in lS50 (Oct . ) . 
I offered this coverto you in 1949 © 750. CO. It is no huried in a lnrge 1847 
collection. 

I am also enclosing a ph0tO print of a 1 ecling, Va. cover \'Iit:l a lO¢ 
precancel. 

lith best '\Iishes -

Cordially yours , 



Jr. C. C. Hart, 
Suite 1020, 922 alnut t . , 

Kansan City 6, • 

Door U' . Hart: 

I have yours of the 27th lith cnelosur 
'\ ich pl se accept !l:\V thanks . 6:10 of t is i 

o t . 7, 1955. 

chacl' for 0. 00 for 
nth . 

I also enclosing t 10 pints of y ur 10 .... 1 7 crr.; r . These nrc frO 
a ditfe ent neg tive t at I c for tho photo us in r:ry cur:i" nt Se vice Issue. 

Hcrmrlth I om rc-tur' your 5¢ 1$47 cov nddreso to t.onton, G or 
t ogeth r th the Fourrlation repo , 130 a p otonroph ti at I ruie of th omp by 
ultr .... - vio1ct light . so .:l cov r uGed from ugustn, G • on 1;v 21, 1861. This ia 
cove r l0i1l1 COS IIA U. S. stamp us in a seceded state" b ore tho Confederacy took 
OVGr control of the P. O. D. in tlo stat co i· ... t 0 Confederacy. ' Incide tally, 
this· quite a 1 te usc, 21 , ,,61. The C. S. A. too' ov of June 1st, 1 61. 
On and after t at date no U, S. stamps .0 e 0 for p tago. rice of t is cov r 
if yo wi ... h to t in is 5. • 

lhile 
some strange Tko 

erlum to • It docs not II 

, 

cr. I do not thin!'" that so e
e ani appli it to a 5 1 47 etamp th t 

The envelope ap ar to be a h de affair , ene the uestion i 
't' as t is COy r un d t Ugouot .. , • at 0 ct:iJ in tho Confederacy. Th r to for di -
tances in t e C. S •• up to;oO 1 a IllS 5 1" ~ ounce bet een June 1 , 1861 
J Y 1, 1862, aft hich it as 10¢ . So if t is \ as Confodcr te u..,o it t vo 
been UanuaI7 1862. Ono can spccul t t llt t. iter h d an old 5¢ 1 47 ct. d 
cided to us it and that it ot by a post'!ll el rk. This could h":vo p. en Jan. 1861 
or 1 62, I d t if cnrlicr or later . Ii ho c vela . lzt indicato 1862 rether 
t an 1861. 

I noto 



.t. 

2. l~. C. C. Hart - Oct. 7~ 1955. 

on the envelope is genuine? In other \ rd , did 60 one 
stitute tl cl cd 5~ 1847 and ~int th P 
st ? I disliko to s gr 0 °t opin' ona given by tho 
Phl1 telic F nation but it is op' ion tho co r ia g\;lll.I..U,I\,;l 
been ganumcly used outl' d .. hove. 

S t:im in tho ne future I ould 11k to hay 
to me lith pc . asian to s nd it to IIU fria."ld Lm ry ~h fi 
on Cont oderatc stomps COy s and i consulting be 
pert Co ttoo. 

z.ty- Idnd at rc s ... 

Co diolly yours, 

en ~id. 

( .B.37-37) 

au 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

;.r:rawveVlee L. ~heV) ~ 1 e! o{ 
:r~AN}-r; 91 b I a V) cI d ;0 I€. 

If you want II 0 7¢ shows 0 3J¢ sh£WS to wholn. 
return receipt. to whom when, and address 
check which and when where deUvered 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optjonal) 
Special-delivery fee (optjonal) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. '* u . S. GOY[lltHMENT PftINTI"G onlCE : 1155 16-71547-1 



• 

'ir. Laurence L. Shenfield, 
40 Highland Circl , 

ronxville B, 1.Y. 

D r Larry: 

Oct. 17, 1955. 

I am enclos" h r ith P. F. c rtificnte ,5997 ro - 5 1847 co· r, 
also a photo raph th t I of t ie cover - p oxin'iteJ.y nntural size. I 
l ish that you uld fitxi out for ~ the P.F. issued -this certificate, that 
ie" ~ t e:r stated: "The st p 1ae not used. on t 6 cove.r.' 

It is r.w p Bonal opini n that the COJ ttee e.hould eith r operate 
ith 3 e dCF!.ree of efficiency or quit posmg s n lillieI'm t C "tte. fI 

I am enclosing a copy of 0. r rt th I nade to Cyril Har r of 
London on teat rhouse block of 12 - 3 lS6l PDJK. The P.F. Co; ttoo ise d a 
certific te Bt~tin the block 8 not a pnJK. T "t i absolutely b urd.. If it 
is not a PIlII< then what m tee of cor.unon sense is it? This block 0 dis
cov red out in Californ:" a alon,.., b ut 1B90 and it ,-laD ~ llir by John LUff • ho 
ronounced it a fino~. In 1905 ho sold it to George 'orthington s a PlllK and 
hen old J. C. l-to- genthau old t e 1orthil1b~on collection he Gold it as a PD ". • 

Does mvone !OOll.n to tell me that J. C. IJ.Orgenthau didn It knmr a. Pll ? That is too 
silly for lOrds. The block ';ent to Duv on and Duveen re(7r.rded it as Pink" then 
C rley Phillips sol it .for Duveen to Hind as PI~. And En Philll sold the 
Hind collection he sold it aG ~. Elliott Perry boll.: tit for so i lik 
1,100 in the Hind Salc. I suppose someone is oing to tell that Perry - "him-

sell'fI don't know a PIUK men he es on. It pass into the Sir tIic ola lint r
house collection at a bie price a PDlK and it ro.s off eel in the I' cent ter
hou e o.1e an described by r. Bac ar as a PDrK. I rrote on rticle about it 

·0 in IIStlir.lpe" and I described it s~. liith II th t b c und, the 
rt Co t t e co up \rlth the stat rot - "It is at p • " 

I am convinced thnt the Co 'ttee is in a lauBb' tack oP eerl ue 
philatelic resoorch ark n:l I inte to ithdr w all £!:2.2 advice to than. He .... 
after en they want n opinion frro m t ey ill y e the arne "S any Y else. 

lilhy d':'d t oy state t at ,his 5¢ 1 7 st~ lfllS not us on this cover? 
Can you find ut for e? loace take ood e of t: e closures ani return t Em to c. 

ith rC,'3a s-
Sinccro1y you s~ 



" .... - . 

• c. C. lfurt, 
uit 1020, 922 nut t ., 

.u1"~i:I City 6, .0. 

t: 

li ich pl 

• 7, 1955 • 

c <:1:: or 10. 00 tor 
tit. • 



L, .. 

2. Ir. C. C. Hart - ct . 7, 1955. 

a -

Co ~ yours, 

r 5. ida 



GARF"lELD 1-1898 

• 1UG E§ 

{j)hilatelt'c @roker-8tamp 5luctions 
68 POST STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort 'Ihomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrooka 

October 5, 1955 

APPRAISALS AND VAl.UATIONS 

AUCTION SALES 

PRIVATE TREATY SALES 

I am fonlaroiJtg a copy of U.S. #1 with what purports to be a blue 
5 within circle cancellation. 

Would you be kind enough to examine this item and to give me your 
opinion as to the authenticity of the cancellatio. When returning 
the stamp please advise your charges for this service. 

JBH:lmn 
Enclosure 

fo?yours. 

dfhe £eadiru;; 8tamp 5luctions 0/ the West 



.. ]'" . o UGHE~ :.J 

68 POST STREET " / -;' .......... 

SAN FRANCISCO 4, CA,)o,. --, 

/ 

\ 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thoma s, Kentucky 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
-(::{ u. S. GOVERNMENT '''I"lING OFFIC[ : lin lIf-715{7-1 



". I 

rr. J . R. Hughes, 
68 Post St. . , 

San Francisco l~, Calif. 

Dear 1.r. Hugh s: 

Oct. ll, 195.5. 

Hereuith th 5¢ 1€J~7 as per yom.·s of tho 5th. 
Balt' ore used an encircled "511 and. a "5:1 and. a "10" in 
an oval but I t confess t'~t I failed to make out any 
actual "1)11 in tl-)is r.J(J,rldng, tho~"'h tho blue ink is I!lUch 
the S<lI!le as the blue ink that '\"Ia. used at t at office. 
Philadelphia also uucd such a blue ink. I suppos it is 
possible that this stao.p might hav c> beeL used at atth 
office or elsewhere. I ould refer to class tli coP,1 
as a ve .. fine ear y . p ession canceled in blue. I do not 
think t at =uch value is added to a stamp by a celation 
that is clai cd to be of a certain variety but is not 
pL'3i.n enourh to be rero ized &t a glan' • 

tiith regards -

S~ncer J~ yours; 



• 

TELEPHON E 

PLAZA 7-4460 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE 0. INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H. R . HARMER B . O . HARM ER 

F . T. BUCK MARGARET MAHON EY 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

6. WE ST 48~H STRE E T 
NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , W I. 

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas A venue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE ,NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

" PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COlLECTlON 

11th 
October 
1955 

Many thanks for your letter of October 4th and the return of the two items from 
the Caspary Collection. 

Naturally we are very happy over the report on the 90c cover which is a pretty 
fabulous item. In this direction, when describing it, do you ha ve any objection 
to our quoting from your letter, namely that in your opinion the cover is "one 
of the finest known with this stamp if not the finest"? I am enclosing our check 
for $ 5 covering the expert fee. 

A t the same time I am sending to you the "pink" block from the Waterhouse 
sale on which I would like a formal opinion on the basis of it being submitted 
by H. R. Harmer, Ltd. and not ourselves. No doubt you have already heard 
that the Foundation has turned this item down as not being the true pink, they 
apparently working on the basis that only the "pigeon's blood" can be certified 
as the pink, whereas Gordon Harmer is of the opinion that the Scott catalogue 
when it listed the pink shade was referring to the shade that is shown by the en
closed block and in fact he believes the listing was based on this actual block i~ 
a slightly larger form when originally in the Worthington Collection. 

I would point out that I am sending this at the request of my London office and 
this is not merely an attempt to create any discord~ by reason of a difference 
of opinion between the Foundation and yourself should you confirm that it is the 
pink. After obtaining one more opinion I believe our London office will request 
that the item is returned to London. 

With thanks in advance. 

BDH:E 
Enclosures 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 

Dir~ 

EMPLOYEES BONDED 

.. 



Mr. Bernard D. Harmer 
% I. R. Harmer, Inc., 

6 'est M~th St." 
Jew York 36, ~. Y . 

Dear Bernard: 

ct. 13, 1955. 

Thanks very much for yours of the 11th ':ith check for 5.00. 

He - th Caspury 90'" 1860 cover to SIXlin. I uve allays con
sidered roy old 90¢ 1860 cover now 1.'1 the I~m.,bury collection, as the finest 
one knOl'm . I sold it 0 Judge Emerson in 1926 2,000. 00. HO\Tevcr, I 
believe I ~1Ould much prefer to 0\111 t e Cazpnrr cov r, so I e1ieve that 
\'lOuld mean that I consider the Caspary as the f.inest in my long recor lng of 
such items. As far a., this cover is concerned you a1'O privileged to quote 
aI\Ything that I h"ve stated regardi!l it. 

Herewith I am returning the 3¢ 1861 Pink l"laterhouse block . For 
anyone to state that t his block in not the S. U. S. No . 64 pnm: is perfectly 
absurd ani is a perfect demcnstration of t 0 incompetency of the fxpert Com
mittee of the Foundation. They seem to have a habit of condemning genuine 
items and authenticating fakes. I am "'lire this affords Zareski, Sperati and other 
crooks with a great deal of pIe sure. 

I am enclosing a copy of r;ry opinion on tl:i s block herewith and I am 
sending the original, with charges, to your London office, also copies to the 
F~ert Conmittee of the P. F. and to Sir Nicholas, Dr. Bacher, Gordon Harmer, 
Elliott Perry, Ezra Cole and t e "'eill Brothers. 

It is obvious that they made a rdstake in not serrlinr, the block to 
me rather than to the P. F. 

vlith every good "/ish -

COrdially yours , 



""', 

Regarding the 

3tf: 1861 BLOCK OF ~1EI.vE 
Waterhouso Sale -
London - June 27-30, 1955. 

Lot 409 - described as ~. 
Tho famouo 'olthin_ton block - Ex-John Luff. 
The Scott U. S. Catalogue Ii ts as {,'6,. - 39 PHil( ani & as 3¢ ROSE PIr'TtC, also 
lli as ROSE and 65A as DULL RED . 

There io a v ry rare color rhich is not cat310gued which studants of long experi nee 
in study of t.o 3¢ 1861, classify as the .E!G:SOI~ BLOOD . In my r ference collection I 
classify two examples of the rare PIG r BLOOD as, (1) DEEP FIGEOIl BIDOD, a."1d (2) 
PALE Plr.EOn BLOOD Both copies are on a ver;;r Ihite ~per, 111ich has rot deteriorated 
by age, (the paper yellO'ded) . 

tr TO . 3 referenco copy is the .E:lli. and it ulso is on very ,hit p:!.p r . This is the 
stamp that I consider as the S. U. S. Iro . 64. This t64 PI 'K is also found on the 
white paper ,hich has turned yellowish \'lith age. 

I havc made a very careful examination of the \laterhouse bloc~ of 12 in excellent 
dayli"ht , and it is ~ unqualified opinion th,t this block is the S. U. S. No . 64 -
the PE K. It is quite true that it is not a Pigeon Blood, ani it certainly is not 
the No . 65 P.ose . The paper of this block is not white but a bit yellow with age, 
ho 'cver, t'.is block is nvt the 64A which the S. U. S. classifies as a Rose Pink, a the 
catalogued ROSE PTIIK in my opinion covers f!'I01"'J tt3l'!lp that has any pinkish tint, ~s 
for exnmple, the strunp... JO call "Pinkish Rose, II "Rosy Pin.~" ,"r e r Pink," etc . te . 
In my opinion, the color of t he tlaterhouse block is far superior to any such classi
fic' tions. 

To sum up, this block is unquestionably t e S. U. S. 110 . 64, the PINK ani it has been 
so regarded by all the leading aut orities for t .e past 65 years . 

October 13, 1955 
FORr THO 1AS, KY. 

STAMEY B. r HBROOK 
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Regarding the 

3¢ 1861 BLOCK OF T\rJELVE 
Waterhouse Sale -
London - June 27-30, 1955. 

Lot 409 - described as ~. 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
A. P. s. 2497 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fl'. THOHAS, KY. 

The famous Worthington block - Ex-John Luff. 
The Scott UoS o Catalogue lists as #61t. -~~ and 64A as 3¢ ROOE PINK, also 
liM. as ROOE an:! 6.5A as DULL nED 0 . 

There is a very rare color which is not catalogued "Ihich student s of long ex
perience in study of the 3¢ 1861" classify as the PIGEON BLOOD. In nw reference 
collection I classify two examples of the rare PIGEON BLOOD as" (1) DEEP PIGEON 
BLOOD, and (2) PALE PIGEON BLooDo Both copies are on a very white paper" which 
has not deteriorated by age, (the paper yellm/ed). 

Jtr NoD J reference copy is the ~ and it cUso is on very white paper. This is 
the stamp that I consider as the SoU. So No o 640 This (;'64 PII-D< is also found on 
the white paper l'lhich has turned yello\-dsh with age. 

I have made a very careful examination of the lVaterhouse block of 12 in excellent 
daylight, and it is nw unqualified opinion that this block is the S.UoS. Noo 64 -
the PINK. It is quite true that it is not a Pigeon Blood, and it certainJ.y is not 
the No .. 65 Rose o The paper of this block is not white but a bit yellowed with age .. 
however, this block is not the 64A \-/hich the S.UgS. classifies as 11 Rose Pink, 
as the catalogued ROSE PINK in nw opinion covers every stamp that has any pinkish 
tint, a.s for example" the stamps we call "Pinkish Rose,," "Rosy Pink,," "Near Pink" II 
etc. etc. In nw opinion, the color of the Haterhouse block is far superior to arr:r 
such classifications o 

To sum up" this block is unquestionably tke SoUoSo No. 64, the PINK am it has been 
so regarded by all the leading authorities for the Plst 65 years. 

October 13, 1955 
FORT THOMAS, 
KENTUCKY. 



Oct . 13, 1955. 

H. R. Harner, Ltd. , 
41 N~'r Bond St. , 

London !. 1, hnr1and. 

Attention: Hr. Cyril Ham. 

Hr. Del' HnrrlCr sulnittcd to e for ex-
ami! tion, the :<lterh us 3~ 1861 block of ·\i\felve. I < 

today returning it to him, an enclose h r lith my report 
on BaIle, together with inToic for lI\V f " s instructerl 
by , . • 

For a.! Comr:dtte 01" indiv:1 llill to ao~eri t at 
this bloc i not the ~ S.u .... Uo. 64, is ab"olutcly 
absurd. :.t:his bloc" lO\l.l.cl never hnv be n subnitt . to 
t t Co ·:ttee. 

I se di!'l.g (;0 • es of r.w :report to a er of 
int erest partie" in cl udi ... L e •• Co 



Oct . 13, 1955 • 

.. 
~ -ir. Hn _&I L. Lind u .. 1rt!t 

153 av ... ly Place, 
Nm Yorl- 11, '. Y • 

De~"" Harry: 

I [" cnc_or;inr; a eopy of t opi ion t rt ! go. Te CYJ'il Hamer 
on th !nnou'" 3¢ lS6l PI nc block. You e probably mmre the Te11l 
boy:; bo .. ht t L block"iilthe vi t rhou e "'ale 1. "'t June. The C'!ubnitted 
it to the ~~o t Committ.e of th • '. ~ d th Committee issued c certi-
ficate statine te1:-loc C 'elS not an op. · .... n is absolutely 
absurd . There is absQlutcly no hat th block is the . U. S. 
lio. 64 and a "ry 0 color. 

Doubtless you Hill recall th~t I P' blished an article in 
"Sta.mps" about this block, issue of Harch 23" 1946. uite an interesting 
account . I suggect. you refer tc it . 

Harry \<lOuld you mind pu lishinr- the enclosed for me? 

In the current issue of "Stanroa ll (Oct . 15th), the 1:ell1s illus
trate a cov r they bought in tl.e . ,terhou e Sal for $ ,65 . 00. They 
6u1:x:rl.tted it to th. P. F. C01llll ittee and they i su d a certificate stating 
it ~ras Genuine. 

Confidential. The cover, in my opinion, i:3 not genuine and I 
t ink I have sufficient evidence to prove my assertion. Ho' ever, keep this 
confidential as I have no desire to damage their investment . 

'lith all good \fishes -

Cordially yours, 



......, 



, 

La\~ence L. Shenfield, 
40 Hi lland Circle, 

EJ'onxville B, N.Y. 

Larry: 

Oct. 17, 1955. 

ould eit ler operate 
'" t Co'llllittee. ' -

-.J:.-=-i-'Er.6~&:'.::':;':'""-O:-~~., ~~~. report th -t J. m de to Cyril Ha ~~ of 
London on t 1e .r ter OUIJC loc .. 0 ... 1. - .3. 1861 pnnc. The P.F. Committee iss Ci a 
certific~te statin the block ot D. PD • That is abso ute! a sU!'d . IL it 
is n)t a Plt.;lC then 'Jh t m t.. c n l:i.n block m.s d ... 
covered. out in Cll.lii'ornia alone a out 1890 and it "as - 'ir by John 1'uff 
rono nc it fi .. e EL..:. In 1 05 he sold it to George Uorthinr;' on as a P 
'hen old J. C. l-iorgenth"'u cold ~. e orthington co ectiun he sold it as a 

Does anyone ~ to till. c :.:~ J. C. rgent!lau didn ' t lmv.'l' a 1 INK? ... : ~y i8 too 
"'illy for 'It.'O ds. The block uont to Duvcen rnd Du cen .. ~egn;·dcd it as Pi u len S u 11es 
Charley Phillip .. sold i:- :for Duveen to H:L'rJ.d as ...IN''. And whm '1.11 • s sold the 
Hind co11ect:!.on he sold it as~. Ell.:oLt PCT':!:'Y bou[)1t it ~: r neG ing like 
1,100 in the Hind Sale . I suppose someone is oillg to trcH:- ,. t Per!"y - "him-

self" don' t kno'l a FlUr lmen he sees one . It passed into the i... 1 ichola Water-" 
hoUse collection at a. big price as a PTIW. and it ~as offered in the recent ater- } 
houne sale and described by r . Bacter 8S a PTI1K. I Ul"Ote an article about .it The 6 odc 
years 0 in "Stamps" and I described it as pnw.. 'lith n1l tha.t background, the 
P. F. E."{pert Committee co 6 up \ .::vh the statema:i't - "It is not I:1K • 

• .... 2111 

I am convinced t at tl e Co...."'l!nittee is makin a lau ing s~ock 0:.' eer-loU8 
philatelic research ·ork am I intend to rithdraw all .!i:2£ advice to than. Here
after when they \OTant an opinion fran me i.hey iJ.ll pay . e the "'ame as anybody else. 

Why didtl 8'J state th t vhin 5¢ 1 7 stamp was not used on this cover? 
Can you find out for m? Please take £oed care of t-l-te _ closures an::i 4 cturn tl1an tome. 

ith re,}ards -
Sincerely yours , 



TELEPHONE 

PLAZA 7- 446 0 

APPRA I S A LS FOR S ALE, 
PROBATE 0. INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H . R.HARMER B . o . HARMER 

F . T . BUCK MARGARET MAHON EY 

H · R· HARMER , INc. 
I N TERNATIONAL STAM P AU eTION EERS 

6. WEST 48TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N . Y. 

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , W L 

AND 2b CASTLEREAG H STREET , SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

Mr. Stanley B.. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas J"~. venue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE , NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RAR E POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

" PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION 

21 st 
October 
1955 

I don't believe I acknowledged the return of the pink block from the 
Waterhouse sale. We have safely received it and we appreciate 
your' opinion. 

We will be paying the charges and have asked London to return the 
bill to us so that there may be some slight de l ay until this is to 
hand. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. HARME R# INC . 

~~ ----~tor 

BDH:E 

A LL STA M P S ON OUR PRE MI SE S INS UR ED A GA I NS T A LL RIS K S EMPLO Y EES BONDED 

.. 



I 

• CY!'il HarrnE'T 
4l 1 e\'1 Bond 

Lon on 

Dear • • Harmer ~ 

erno have 
collJctore> 

Gct . 26, 1955 • 

• 

. emo that I sent to t. e rt 
tion, also a copy 

Copi·s of t i 
of 0111' le ... 'ing 

19th U . ~ . 

the .F. 

s such u. 

Gine rely your , 



I 

..... 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOI\ 
P. O. Box 31 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave •• 
FORT THOMAS. KY. 

OCTO ER 

195 



.. 

Elliott Perrv to Bernard Harmer, 
November 22, 1955. 

Dear Bernard Harmer, 

The following is being included in a. letter to <)tan Ashbrook today: 
That the Waterhouse block of 3c 1861 & other 3c 1861 material was examined 

& tested with the violet ray, yesterday by you, Herbert Block & myself. 
That the conclusion arrived at was thRt fluorescence by the violet 

ray did not renner conclusive proof that a stamp wa~ or wa~ not a true 
pink-either Scott No. 64, or a "pigeon blood." 

I agreed to a statement to the effect that although the Waterhouse 
block would not be considered as representative of the most desirable 
pink colour, it was within reasonable limits of tolera.nce for No.64 pink. 

As a matter of fact the evidencp by the violet ray agreed with 
conclusions arrived at by Wm. H. Beck & ~self yeArs ago & I believe 
the 500 or more 3c 1861 which wpre tested yesterday are many more than 
Beck & myself tested under the violet raVe 

I believe we three ' agreed that what is needed is a stClndard for the 
3c 1861 pink, & limits of tolerance, which are so reasonable (i. e., workable), 
that they will be generally accepted. 

If an mmer has confidence th!3.t the limits of tolerance are reasonable, 
I believe he should be satisfied, & probably will be sat1sfied, that his 
stamp is or is not pink, according to whether it does or does not come within 
such limits of tolerance. 

1m my opinion his decision will always be from what he sees by 
comp!3.ring hi 1self, or by a comparison by someone in whom he has 
confidence, & not with the kind of fluorescence which the violet ray 
hAppens to produce on his stamp. 

The "premiere gravures" of 1861 were printed from plates numbered a. 
to 8. They v/ere followed by regular issue lc plates 9 & 10, & four 3c 
plates-No.ll,12,13 & 14. A thousand impressions per day for 13 days 
would total 10,400,000 stamps from four pl? tes, which is almost exactly 
the quantity of 3c stamps issued to post offices from Aupust 16 to 
Au~ust 31. 1861. (May be coincidence) • 

The issue on August 16 & 17 totalled 5,007,000 ,c stamps which had 
to be printed, gummed, dried & perforated before that date. The pink 
colour is too rare for a large proportion of these to have been pink 
stamps. The Waterhouse block shows that some pink stamps wpre printed 
from plate No. 12- but not when they were printed. 

"Colour trouble" is definitely indicated in four of the eight 
denominations. The lc & 3c were too pale for several months, the 5c was 
buff instead of brown, & the first 24c was far from the violet which 
was intended & announced. Who ca.n say whether the pink came off the press 
first, or resulted from an attempt to darken one of the other "early 
birds? 11 

And prove it? 
Sincerely 

(signed) Elliott Perry. 



\'. 

l'--lIJ-j;
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3Jurk 1£. :!Iulrllwurtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 tfi.eucon ~tr.e.et 

tfio!6ion 16, cfaR:u!6!6udyu!6.eit£l 

.. ~ r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomns, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan, 

October 8, 1955 • 

(IJ_~_~_ 

l'--lil--l'-
~-~-!'-l!l-~-

f. Y 1:hank'"" for your letter of OC1:ober 1st. Your opinion 
on the l¢ 1851 was as I had anticipated. Is it possible on 
the 3¢ Bnnk Note that i1: could have come through and not been 
cancelled in this country while 1:he French Post Office seeing 
i 1: uncancelled cancelled it with the Blue French Post I,iark 
which it now has? I have, of course, frequently seen parts 
of foreign cnncels on stamps used abroad, though in practically 
every case 1:hey also had the U.S. cancel. 

Enclosed are three rather interesting items on which I 
would appreciate your examinCltion, opinion, and signCl1:Ure on 
the reverse. One is a l O¢ 47 Used frOI:1 C;m<'td<'t which I believe 
is quite rare and genuine as it appears to be. The next is a 
pair of 3¢ 1(69's apparently also used from Canada which I 
would assume to be quite scarce if not rare also. The third 
is a 3¢ 1857 tied with (due 6¢) and dead letter office markings. 
It appears to me to be a usage after demonitization where the 
stamp was not recognized. I shall look forward with interest 
to your comments. 

I was sorry that you did not care to give an opinion on 
the 90¢ 1860 wi th Black ringless grid. As it now stands I have 
no basis for returning it to Har~er since you have not authen
ticated it as bad, but am quite relu~tant to offer it for sale~ 
since you have indicated that you don't like it. This is quite 
a dilema for me . ny suggestions 

J:' . .jvf 

~egardS, 

Jack ~:::orth 
/ 



ir. Jack • 401 swerth, 
102 Be con C't., 

Besten 16, SS e 

Dea Jack: 

Oct . 12, 1955. 

'e hav been d m in Kentuc d en Il\V 
retUl I f'ou your. i1' lett r of' the 7t 1. I nete 
it as de1iv r at 4:15 P •• • last Saturd~, but no 
one \ s here to' receive :it . Thus the delay. 

I have tle t ree items you enc1e~ed and 
lrill turn tr.em to you tomorro\l/'. 

e - the lO¢ 1847 CCYI r to' lIeu Yor . I ex-
ined this cever befere the Fox "al . If' I advise 

you I do net l' it an you a vise Fax of r.r:r op' ion 
then ohn is apt to get sore ..... t ne . At nl'\Y rate, no 
by to' orrm • s 11 dth eturn of t e three covers. 

Ye s etc., 



Hr. Jack E. Holeswo!'th, 
102 Beacon St . , 

Eoston 16, SS e 

Dear Jack: 

Oct . 13, 1955. 

Herewith the three cove s as P T yours of the Sth. 

On second thought I have no objection if you mentioned to 
John Fox Irty opinion of the 10~ lB47 cover from Canada. In its 
present condition, the cover does not ake sense. 

Re - the 3¢ lS87 with the French postmark. I have no doubt 
the postmark is genuine though I am no judge . HOvT it got on the 
stamp is anybody ' s guess . I suppose if someone took tl:e stamp to 
a French P. O. and requested a cl rk to cancel it, he night have 
obliged. hy not? 

Re the 9O¢ 1860. You inquired if I h . any suggestions . 
The best t at I can suegest is to off l' the st p "as is . II You 
cannot uarantee the cancel is genuine and I do not believe any 
~ student of this stamp could, hence "~" is the most ethical 
way to dispose of it . 

\iith regard s -

Yours et c. , 

P. S.-I would like to buy the 3¢ ' (.9 cover? l.hat is your price? 



' -. 

Re - cover from Hamilton, Ont o Canada, July 3, 1851, addressed to D. S. Kennedy,Esq . , 
N9I<1 York, with a lO¢ 1847, sheet margin (at left) canceled "it 1 a round grid and 
pen marks in black. 

There is no actual evirlence that the lO¢ 1847 staop as used originally on this 
cover , The cov r itself is genuine in evcr.y respect and there 13 no evidence that 
it v1D.s not a ntam.pleso covc.r , 

This letter did not reach th. Nell York Post Office until the 5th or 6th of' July 1851 
at a time \-lhen the Postmaster Generti had declared the 1847 no longer good for 
postal use. One wonders if t e U. Y. Post Office iTOuld have recognized the obsolete 
stamp as pay:L'I1 the rate. 

Furl her, thin use was after the U. S. -Canadian st 1 trenty 11ent into effect, and 
the rate fro11 Canada was 6 pence prepaid or un}'Xlid, thus hovi c ul a U. co . stamp pay 
6 pence in Canada? The CanadiDIl Office stamped he letter "Paid 6d," but hOt could 
a U. S . lO¢ stamp pay Canada her 6 pence? All the "rkinf,B are okD\V for a stamplese 
cover but they are not cOj.~rect fo~~ q cover "lith a lO¢ lel~7 that is represented here 
as pa;ring a rate from Canada. Furth"T" the .... tB1!lp has black pen marks . ere ap lied? 
On genuine COVErs of t .. is character uned before '::'he treaty \fent into effect, le47 
stamps l'Tere canceled upon arrival at Nelr York DIld t 1e typical blue ink of t e New York 
Post Office vtaB uned. FlU'ther, this lOi lrJ47 has a round rid in red . fuile the 
NaT York P. O. occaoionally used a mun seven ror grid on the 1847 st.a.! ps, iv as far 
more custo,Ja,.JT to use the sq 1are grid . In fact, cov rs uith 1847 stamps genuinely 
used from th N. Y. P. O. "lith the round grid arc quite scarce. 

To sum up, it is ny opinion that the lO¢ 1~h7 stamp was not used originally on this 
cover. 

ST A.JLEY B. AS lIBRa: K 

Octobe~ 12, 1955. 

This cover 1-TaS Lot 34 in the sale by John A. Fox, held eptember 23, 1955. 
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Re - cover \dth vertical pair of t e 3~ 1869 on cover., 
postmarked T1NIAGllR lR 7 7011 (Canada) ani addressed 
to "Ur·s . EXton, C1into 1 - ! unterdon Co - I {Jersey 
U. S. " 

StaLlpS tied a c celed by Caned ian postal king. 

The rate 1.'1 IB70 lIllS 6¢ Paid, (Canadian) 10~ unffiid. 
The letter 'as first rat as unpaid Tith a I andstru::tped 
"10" (block) as the sum ue in the U. • - L'lt tl is 
l1as ca.11.celed out and the _etter P6rIlltted to go thru. 

In IrIY opinion, this cover is genuine in all respects . 

Octob J.2, 1955. 





, 
) 

He - cover \lit 31' 1857 tied to a smll buff envelope 
with "Due 6 (,T.}U and an oval IIDead Letter Office" 
marking. 

is 

In rrry opinion, tlis use as after demonetization 0 the 
"old <;tanl'rn . rr In all probability the let-tel' a sent to 
th a etter Off1ce (D.L.O. ) becau~e of the une of an 
obsolete stamp. 

1862 Gec . 1, pl~vi1ed that dead letter s 

It is my opinion that this coy r is genuine and I have 
si ned it on tile hacl- as foD.otlS: 1 In t:tr 0 inion this 
cover is genui.!le. " 

5T B. A0HBROO 

Oct . 12, 1955 

~a e 
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1~. John D. Pope, III, 
SIS Olivo St., 

Sept . 11, 1955. 

St . Louie 1, hOe 

D :r !r. Pope: 

Re - yours of t e Sth 1 the 10'" 181.7 cov r in th 
Fox Sale, oeh · uled fOl love 23r . I-I sure t ut I h ve 
seen this COy r in th past but I h£.ve roen un ble to 3lay r:ry 
h s on nv notes rogardin"' it. P rsonally I ould not buy 
this cover 'bec3.use ao n~ aD I can r er 3l1d as near s I 
c ·n judge from tho illustration in th catalogue, there is n 
indication the at mp nao actually u on t COy r. This 
could ha.v been a .. repllid stampl 5S to w ich soneone att ched 
a pencancc1cd 10¢ 1$47 atamp. 

This was a coy r from the well- kno\ffi "Kennedyll (D.S • 
. Kennedy) corres ndence and it is a \ el1-kno m r ct that a lot 
. • tamples8 cov ro;> from t is "i'ind ll had st added. 

I em Grlclosing herewith a saT!lple co of nw April (1955) 
ervice Is ue. The photo (,1200 shous a coy r in the Stark collection, 

-=.::...:.~2.;;.,.5"" and I have it for sale lias is" 0 150.00. lill you pI as 
r :turn the IIsamplell Ill'ld "photoll at your convenience. 

lith best ld--hes -

CordiaHy yours, 



s pt . _6, 1955. 

hr. Joll! D. Pope III .. 
818 01::' e 'lie, 

St. Louis 1) 1 • 

Doar '.1. Po 

let· 1. 1 ~ 7 cov 1, Lot 3h J ( ron 
Canada) i1 t e Fox Gal of Cept . 23rd . ent fo:i. 
a. nU'"!lb of lot in t- h ., le and :'oncl t is 
c v ,.. a :l I ., r tu ni!1.t it . 

I ·'0 

to cov '-'rut 
I coU: not sign on J 

st r 

1 'i tb. reeardn -

cov :. 

Co i.iU"7 ~ ours J 

r ras 



Sept. 6, 195._ 

.. ~"' . .erson C. lCrug, 

D r 

3008 - ;th lve., South" 
Birminghan, J:la. 

1 sent you by Air I i1-
- SOI~e co r for JO'In 

10¢ ' ~7 thnt I h'd ro-
C"usc I hac! b en sked to 

rill cndcr 
an ... rcr - It is 

sim ., cT:: . 

This orn' c: {~ f .. ·ien -
ly etter fron Dr. Db" 'vise that he ran re
tired fro practic ant rnd tt'ken a place in th C unt, r 

\'1hc • he 'ms raising a f f10"'e!'s and v getab es. Do 
you ever ee lim? 

Thrnkr- forI cce •. K pling r _ flee 
telkin to you ye3tcrdn' • 

i h r ards-
Y 1'5 etc. , 



h-. John A. Fox, 
173 Tulip ve . , 

Flora.l Park, n. Y. 

Dear John: 

Sept . ll, 1955. 

Your s le - Norfolk - Sep. 23rd, will you 
please send me the follorlihg lots at my expen~e -
Special ~ eliv r Ye I rl"U retu n thetl without any 
delay. 

Lots 4 5, 7 8, 34, 48, 7 2, 800, 819, 
820 and 822. 

If any a.re out till y u send t leo lq,ter if 
it is possible to do so . 

\fit.l rega.rds -

Co dially yours , 



~. John D. Pope~ III, 
glS Olive St . , 

Oct . 13 ~ 1955. 

st . Louis 1 , ic . 

De r h-. Pope: 

The buyer of the lO¢ 1847 cov r that 
lms Lot 3lk in the recent Fox Sale at the A.P .S., 
Norro • ...ent the cover to n for opinion. 
Knouins your interest. in this iten" I <m en
c1od.,ng a copy of qy report. I sup o"e it llould 
be better if you kept this copSidential . 

ith re.;ards -

Cordially ours , 



To 
l>r. Jack E. 'oles orth, 

l 02' Beacon St ., 
Boston 16, lass. 

Oct . 13, 1955. 

For 

For 

opJ.l1l.on 0 10¢ 1847 cov 
Fax Sale - p . 23 , 1955 •••• ••• •••• • ••••• 5. 00 

•........... . ........•• 

opinion on 3~ 1869 cover 
from Tiagara, Canada 

(signed on bac~) •••••••••••••••••••••• 

3. 50 

3. 50 
12 . 00 



,,- .:W.~. 

~.:W.~. 
(jJ.(jJ.~.~. 

/11r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
p.O. Box 31 

3Jark 1£. ~olrl1Ulor1Q 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~lmtlJU ~tred 

2Jio£lion 16, c'llllct£lSadplseits 

October 16, 1955. 

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan, 

My thanks for your letters of the 13th. qnd your op~n~ons on the 
three items submitted for vmich I enclose my check for $12.00. I was 
sorry th~t the 10¢ 1847 cover was not good, but frankly suspected the 
opinion you rendered which of course is the reason I sent it along to 
you. 

Your suggestion of offering the 90¢ 1860 on an "as is" basis is, 
I believe, a valid suggestion as I realize it is extremely difficult 
for anyone to authenticate a grid cancel on such a stamp. I shall 
offer it as you have suggested. 

The 3¢ 1~69 cover is a rather difficult one to price. However, 
based on my experience I would consider it to be a rare usage which 
should be of extreme interest to any 1869 cover specialist. I recall 
having sold a 2¢ l e69 on cover with similar usage from across the 
Maine border awhile back for about $35.00 and believe this is a much 
nicer cov~r so \ Juld tenta1:i vely price it at $50.00 retail. If you 

(jJ .~.J>... 

J>...lil ·c"'· 
~.~.J'.. l\l .;;. 

be interested in it ~t this price, I shall be glad to send it along to 
you. If you would prefer to have me try it on several of my clients, 
I shall be glad to do so and then allow you a 2a~ discount if they do 
not keep it, making the net price to you $40.00. I have shown it to 
no one yet. 

I acknowledge receipt of the additional lot of covers from the 
Stark collection which I have not as yet had a chance to go through 
thoroughly. However, from a hasty examination I doubt that mimy of 
them will be of interest. As previously mentioned, about the only thing 
in that line of cover that I can move are those with very fancey cancels 
and I was holding the other lot which you sent to have more of that type 
to submit to the clients I have in mind. However, very few if any of the 
covers in this l~st lot are of that type. I shall return to you in ~ day 
or two those vmich I feel I can do nothing with. 

JBvIjvf 



(...e~h:!1I' 
H~Ac\e ~ 

\-1 a vr\l : .1-0 V) 

A<1eY1cy 
BDY" . 0 I .... 

)1401' \- If (..n l 
~~JLdy \~rl 



MATTHEW. E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M:D. 

JOHN H . CARR, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

"TELEPHONE G L ENWOOD 4-2451 



· .. f 

• I . Scott Polland, 
'Albert Bldg., 

San Rafael , Calif. 

Dear "'octor: 

Oct •• 16, 1955. 

Replyin8 to yours of the 12th, last Harch .an Kelleher sent me 
photographs of the tree ' 69 inverts and stated that he had them 
for sale and would I be interested. I m~de photographs of hi prints 
and returne them to him. I return yours und a set of nine so t t 
you can .,ee that they are th e s • 

D did not nDme a price as I had no 0 e i in v hon I tho t 
might be interested. I hav no idea "mere Dan obtain thEm but now 
that you mentioned the Heathcotte collection I ju'ge '!:.h t "ras their 
source. I recall that the ""eill boys bou ht that collectj.on and sold 
quite a ] ot from it, to Bruce Daniels of Booton. No doul t Daniela offered 
then to Kelleher. They do a lot of thnt kind of trading dCMn there. 

If y U "lish, I could write Perry F~ler ani inquire \/h .re Hiss 
Heathcotte obtained the three stumps. I assume th t K lleh r uld noli 
have offered them unless he uas sure t' .ey we okay but if your friend 
would 1 ike to be sure I "rill be "_ad to make photogr pils lW ultra-viol t 
to see if t.he e:x-posures \-lould sl,Ot" any trace of cance1ations renoved. 
I charge $5.00 each for such exposures. 

T ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 

P.S.Later - I note that Hiss Heathcott exhibited at t e 1947 Cipex 
the three 1869 Inverts in unused condition. 



'. 

~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas 

<} 
THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. LTD., 

REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS, LONDON, W.1. 



MEMORAN DUM FROM 

!%. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, Oot.l2,l955 

I thought the enclosed photo of a 
5¢ New York on env 10 e might interest you in view of 
an artiole of yours in STAMPS of Nov.l5,l947. Please 
return the Cert. as soon as possible. 

I bought the cover here reoently, 
but there is a pencil oomment of Mr.Kelleher l s on the 
baok whioh I quote on the Cert. 

The envelope is plain, without any 
imprint, but obviously not home-made. Have you NOW re
oords of more 5¢ New York stamps on manufactured envel
opes? Beoause of the rarity of this use, I had it ohecked 
up by the Foundation. 

Thanking you and with best wishes 
yours sinoerely 

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. LTD. 
The Specialists in U.S.A. Stamps 

REGENCY HOUSE. 1-4 WARWICK STREET. LONDON. W.l 
Telephone: GERrard 4900 Established 1921 



, 
;, 

BELMONT STAMP COMPANY 
A.P.S. 11114 

5843 VICKERY BOULEVARD 

Mr. Stanley B • .Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue , 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

DALLAS 6, TEXAS 

GEORGE E. MYERS, Proprietor 

October 7th, 1955. 

S.P.A. 9806 
B.LA. 1688 
A.A.M.S. 3551 
P.S.S. 1214 
C.S.A. 137 
T.M.P.S. 1143 
T.P.A. 623 
O.P.S. 292 

e have received trom Mr. George N. lalp ss ot St. Petersburg, Florida, 
a cover bearing a copy of US 146 together with a lower left diagonal bisect 
of the same stamp, apparently used to make the three cent rate. The bisect is 
tied across the cut side by a blue double lined circul r town cancel of White 
Bouse, N. J •• Sept~ber 19th, 1871. 

photo of this cover was also submitted which bears your name rubber
stamped on the back. Also, an affidavit fram irs. da L. Brokaw, wife (or 
rather, widow) of the original addressee, dated January 31st, 1936, is also 
submitted which merely states that the cover is as it was originally received 
by her husbanli. 

From this it would appear that you have in your files some record of 
this cover and it is reasonable to presume that you probably rendered an 
opinion with respect to it. The fact that nothing trom you was submitted in 
support of this it~ is the reason for this letter. 

The cover appears to be genuine , more so in view of the affidavit. How
ever there is to be considered the matter of whether the cancel is genuine 
or whether it is spurious , with the cover being perhaps a "planted" item. 
Could you give us some information on this item? 

Mr. Malpass also mentions that Scott no longer places a price on any 
of the bisects of this # 146 but is under the impression that these bisects 
were priced in the SUS catalogue around 1937-38 at 300 . 00, suggesting that 
the ite~ is no less valuable today than it was almost 20 years ago . 

MEMBER OF: American Philatelic Society 
Society of Philatelic Americans 
Bureau Issues Association 

America n Air Mail Society 
Precancel Stamp Society 
Confederate Stamp Alliance 

COMMERCIAL REFERENCE: First National Bank in Dallas. 

Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society 
Texas Philatelic Association 
Oklahoma Philatelic Society 



\ 

• \ 

• ~. Geor e • era, 
Belmont ut p Co., 

5843 Vick ry Elv 
011 .... 5 6, T 

vear • fyer .. : 

., 
·as . 

Oct . 13 , 1955 • 

In reply to yours of' the 7th, it lOuld require sone time to search 
1lt" roco1' re a.din , the covcr referred to . I sugge t that you send it 

o me and I Hill b glad to ivo JTOU an u... t ate opinion uithollt any 
ee . 

1..: Ur . Geor e 1aJ.paC'o sent the cov r to y u I am sur it must be as 
rCpj'oaented . ' 'pass is a tlan of the lli~cst integrity and a very 
good fri nd of mine . On n\' _ "reus occour" 0 16 I ha.ve p.lD ed it sub-
mit ted by h m. 

I have ne €T received any of if JU!' auction catalof'Uos thai:. I can recall . 
Jack .. olcsuorlh ilu'orncd me th t he ob -aino v ry satisfactory :mlt:::; on 
lot s placed ,lith you for oale. I y be able to "end ou.,o e inexpensive 
mc:.teriDl that you c uld sell to b ttEr a Ivanta e than I cruld 

You see 1 to be very careful regarding items "hieh you off r for ... 1e 
'tffiieh is in ced 60; ethir'" that i m "t co ndable . 

Sincerely yours, 



Return ost. 6 
Registry 40 
ENCLOSED 



, 
... 

P. S. 
If you ca!'e to !'lake !l1lY coru ,ents reg rding 

the subillitted cover it ~ight be well to incor
porate them on the b&ck side of the photo of 
the cover -- in condensed form perh s -- ith 

you S1en_tur~V/,t.,J;Jq-~ 



• 

BELMONT STAMP COMPANY 
A.P.S. 11114 

5843 VICKERY BOULEVARD 
DALLAS 6, TEXAS 

GEORGE E. MYERS, Proprietor 

l~r. Stanley B. ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

October 15th, 1955. 

S.P.A. 9806 
B.I.A. 1688 
A.A.M.S. 3551 
P.S.S. 1214 
C.S.A. 137 
T.M.P.S. 1143 
T.P.A. 623 
a.p.s. 292 

In line with your suggestion of October 13th we are submitting here
with the cover bearing a pair (one of which is bisected) of US # 146 used 
to make up the three-cent rate. The photo of this cover bearing your rubber 
stamp imprint on the reverse side is also enclosed. 

I have had a reply to an inquiry made of Scott Publications , Inc. in 
regard to the date when this item, or one of similar nature was last priced. 
They advise that this item was last priced at $ 300.00 in the 1944 Edition 
of the Specialized U.S. Catalogue. Since that was quite SODe time ago we are 
planning to offer this item with an "estimated" valuation of 1 350.00 which 
should be a reasonable estimate of current value. 

We have instituted a policy of being cautious about offering supposedly 
rare items without first conducting our own investigation in cases where the 
owner supplies no informetion, or very little. Ie feel that we must do this 
for the protection of all concerned, including especially ourselves. '"e have 
had several narroVl escapes in the past when we were a bit too enthusiastic 
about offering materi 1 that looked O. K. but wQsn' t. The last instance con
cerned some spurious C nal Zone overprint rarities. Had we not had a lot of 
material on hand subject to offering t a later date from the owner of these 
fakes we would undoubtedly h ve had to make the half dozen or so refunds out 
of our own pocket. Since that time we have turned down a good many items 
that he.ve been submitted without certificates or on which the owners declined 
to provide certificates, or permit us to attempt to secure certificates at 
their expense. 

e have ar~dnged to send you copies of our sales catalogues and will 
continue to send them whether you bid or not. In the matter of sending us 
something to handle for your account we shall be happy to handle such. Ie 
are sending you, by separate mail, a booklet which we believe will explain 
our modus oper ndi to your complete satisfaction. 

MEMBER OF: American Philatelic Society 
Society of Philatelic Americans 
Bureau Issues Association 

Younvery tru~ 

~b/V.~?4u 

American Air Mail Society 
Precancel Stamp Society 
Confederate Stamp Alliance 

Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society 
Texas Philatelic Association 
Oklahoma Philatelic Society 

COMMERCIAL REFERENCE: First National Bank in Dallas. 

,-



\ . 

... 

¥.r. Georg E. L .~'" 
% BelJ:1ol1t Staop Co . " 

58h3 Vickery Blvd. " 
Dallus 6, T ns . 

Deal' Hr. -{eyer: 

Oct . 18" 1955. 

Herm ith I run 1 at nmb tho 2¢ Bunk !Jote b':'scct c r. I have 
searched!'W cords and I _'egret to state th~t·· as not able to 
find sny repcrt th t I de to Hr . ill .. ass on t is cov r, 
the photo~raph laS made by and thUD t 0 

he submitted t . cov to ,e. I su cest t. t you Tit Hr. hlp 5S 

and inf rm him t' :t if I (uthen-r.ic ted t.e cov :', Till e 
end you ray report . I trust . at you cun understand posit· on. I 

charge a fee of 5. 00 for authenticuting and si i..11. a coy r on the 
reverse side, and it i6 po sible t r..i. My Bien ture on the • ack of a 
cov r odds more v Iue t an the fee ttl char e. It c 1 be t at I 
exp .. essed n opinion on t: is cover and did not c BS 

fee . I b lieve if I had :reed him J. \<foul have signed it on tl 
haC.i:c ';o:hich I var' bly do . 

o aU items th I send you ~ 0 s e I ill gun:rantce t' m to 
be g ume J s1ening them • 

lii th kinde t 

Sincerely yours, 



l!,r. George E . Leyers", 
% Belmont Stamp Co., 

5$43 Vickery Blvd. , 
DancE3 6, Texas. 

Dear l1r. ·~eyers: 

Oct . 19, ).955 . 

l.ei'errinz to the l:.nlpas~ 2¢ 1870 Bi cct COy r, I found copy of 
the letter in whic. I r turned t" e cover to :.im. Under d te of .:o.y 26, 1953, 
I find that I wrot e • .r. !cl. p..1.3S as follO\'TS: 

lRegardin y ur 2¢ 3ank Note Bisect cov"r. I cxaJ,' ned this v . y 
carefully b I ~ould 1 ot cr..r to exp1"COfJ a d finite 01'1 ion on it . er-
sonally I do not care for suc frea.1.c~ an' I try to avo:L t 1em. Th r were 
a lot of at p collectors by 1870 and we had 'a~ sy-bodies in tiosc early 
days tho rna 0 tnm'l' v ri ti s . : \.n.ll state this - the c lanc S fll"e the co'rer 
is enuine - the postmark is, ;:ITIO;> H USE, NaT Jersey, the use rept. 1871. I 
think it c uld be ood . 1I (unquote) 

I cnll such items "freaks!! b c u<'e no postna ... te s ' 0 h:.we c.-
cognized the use of Ilpiece5" of st.amps . As ar be ck < S L e fcl of 185. , the 
Postmacter Cener .... l issu d un o"'df>..r 'lila t pieces of stfimps shoul not be recog
nized, hence such a use is SOI'1<t,hing h t rtgot by a uninfomcd postuaster. 
Inasrauch as the hP...lf of ;tamp 6 ould t a;'e been recognized as paying a l~ 
rate, it did not legally serve t purpos for uhich it was u. ed . l e have 
enough legitir te items to collect without paying high prices for frenks . I do 
not t ink sue itetJ.u ohould be listed in our catalogues. 

I £i that did not charge -ir. falpass fer the above co""~ent on 
his cover. 

Sincerely yours , 



ir . Geeree E. 'vers, 
Dallas 6, Texas. 

De.3.r Hr . wers: 

Oct • .31, 1955. 

Ow: mutu['l friend CCO.l. go 1alpass sent tl e en
closed correspondence to me run requested me to 
fonmrd the same to you. 

ne - the cover in uestien. I think you l uld 
be perfectly justified in offf-ring it for s'le. If 
any buyer ~d.shcd an expla.'1aticn of its background you 
could fUl nish h' uith the corresp ndencc. 

I .ould not advise you to submit tho iteo to the 
Expert Conmlittee of the Philatelic Feu ation ror the 
simple .. easen that aI'lY certificate they lould issu 
on the cov.r rould not be 'orth the paper used to 
expreso same. 

Since ely our~, 

Copy to 
George U. Malpass . 



WHilE HousfE' 
New JERSE''7' 

Sep '~l) 

'O'f c,; .N . tvlal pa~s SklQ 

/ . 
/1,), // 



1: • St~nley shbrook 
33 1 . • rt . Thomas ve . 
Fort Tho:nas, Ky . 

Dear Sta;1ley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ Th. BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E.tabli.h.d 1936 

PHONE -

• ..., CINCINNATI EXCHA.NGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

October 24, 1955 

'( l\ \\) '1-----
II 

Hany thanks for the recent returns and the book also 
arrived a nd "we are happy to have it. 

Enclosed is c hec in amount of :, 17.18 and He certainly 
appreciate your checking this for us . 

'.roo bad you and .-r. Krug didn't drive over last "\'Jeek-
vle vJO')ld have been michty happy to see you again . 

Kind r~eards 

Le~ 
LC:ta 



If you want a 0 7¢ shows 
return receipt. to whom 
check. which and when 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

O 31¢ shows to whotrl, 
when, and address 
where delivered 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
-(::{ u. S. GOVERN.UHT 'RINTING OffiCE: 1In 111--71547-1 



To 
• s. • 

For examintion of items 
submitted - y urs Oct . 12 
67 copies 

ct . 21, 1955. 

The Lot •• •• • •• •••••• • ••• •• ••••••• 15. 00 



• 

, 

ey Ash.brook 
Ft . Thomas iVG . 

Thomas , Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ The BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E,tobli'hed 1936 

PHONE -

CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE !5763 

Oct . 12 , 1955 

~nclosin~ a few cards of 19th Century fro a collection which 
1:1e are breaking dm-ln . '.lould appreciate your simply notinr; 
the Scott number of each, and sho"ld lOU run across one 0.<" 

greater value tha!} the ajor variety because of r1istinp'uis'1ing 
features please extract and make special note a s you always 
have' done for us . No rush on this, but please send bill \-,i th 
the return . Some, of course, are in perfectly horrible cond
i tion but we 'viII separate t'1e sheets from the goats after you 
return them to us . 

Re that lot of covers-- we still 1av8n ' t beJn able to get 
get~er with the party because of illness in his family . 
has promised to contact us as soon as this condition has 
cleared up . 

to
He 
been 

LC:ta 

KinjCgardS 

Le~k 

both :ro~ Jarren and myself, 



/ 
I 

(THIS SIDEOFCARD IS FORADo--RES~) 

.. r . Sta nley <l.shbrook 
33 :r . Ft . rhomas Ave . 
Ft . Thomas, :Ientucky 



Est. 1936. Publishers of the Original Quotation Bulletin. 

10/19/55 
Dear Stanley: 

Than (s for return of the i terns a nd Hill be 
glad to iave the book u'-1en it a rrives. 

_ e the 5"" 1847 ',!;1eeling, 'Ie have to sug
gest 'OJ ~""ic8 to the O-'lnc:!' , so if you will be 
good e noueh to let _"e kno' 'That you 1"lish to 
pay for it I Hill just send along that figure 
to 1im and if agreeable to "lim i,vill forHard 
the item back to you. 

M I:\"T 
~ 

ImOKUI.\4iI'~ 8470 Blue Ash Rd. 

1;3, 
-e::: ROSSMOYNE, OHIO 



~'. 

Pruidmt 
PETER A. BRANNON 

Box 404 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Gmera/ Yia-President 
VAN DYK MACBRIDE 

744 Broad Street 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

Southern Yia-Pruidenl 
LAuRA VIRGINIA HALE 

Box 406 
Front Royal, Virginia 

N01'l'POLITICAL 

Honorary Lit. Pruidenl 
AUGUST DIETZ, SR. 

109 East Cary Street 
Richmond 19, Virginia 

TralU-MississiPPi Yia-Pruidenl 
EDWARD E. CARVER 

7827 East 8th Street 
Downey, California 

NO'lh.rn Yia-Pruidml 
STANLEY B. AsHBROOK 

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Suretary-Treasurer 
T. W. CRIGLER, JR. 

Macon, Mississippi 

, 



t 

'" 

Hr. Lee Cha.duicy., 
% f. S. B. , 

8470 Blue Ish oad, 
Ros5I:1oyne, Chio . 

Dear Lee: 

Oct . 21, 1955. 

Herewitl the items a p.r your~ of the 
12th. 

Be - th lheeling cover. Have the owner 
put his price on it . I am not sufficiently inter
ested to nake a bid. 

I ~ enclosin memo of fee for the 
examin"t ion. 

'ith re ards -

Co dially yours , 

"" 



, 

f 

Lr . Sta'11ey Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas ve e 
Fort ThoLa s, Ky . 

Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ n. BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E.tobli.h.d 1936 

PHONE -
CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 15763 

Oct o be:." 13 , 1955 

~nclosed are a few ~ore items from the same collection which 
I overlooked sending you ~'Jith the others yeste-"day . I knov! 
the 5¢ 1847 pair is pretty ~orrible, but am si ply personally 
curious about t.le " 'IJheelin_ , 7a .," cancel s'; "lce I notice Scott 
lists "'.lheeling , '.lest Va ." on cov~r at a hi 11 Drice--or i not 
on COver at least the cancel. I assu.,e tiis had somet',ing to 
do Vlith the boundery change and probably t'le enclosed is the 
common one, but tiis is si~ply guessin~ . Anyhol, would be glad 
to hear about it. 

LC:ta 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

Mr Lee ehadw,c/c. 
~ANDNO. C ID A ~M · J. 8. o47oue sf, Rei 
CITY£jsTATE 

055000>, De. Oh , 0 
II you want" 0 7¢ shows 0 31¢ shows to whom, 
return receipt. to whom when, and address 
check which and when where delivered 

delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

S. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* u. S. GOVUHMENT PRINTING OffiCE t USS IG-715{7-1 



, 

t 

It". Lee Chadwick, 
% H •• B. ;I 

Den!' Lee 

e470 Elue Ash Rca , 
Rossmoyne, Ohio . 

f 
Oct. 17, 1955. 

Here\n.th the i·::'ems contained in yours of t .0 lJth . .!. have not had 
time as y-t to go over t' e other items . 

Re - tho "EssaY'S of 1$69. II I illJ. not awre that Scott list'" such 
it· • :;: am bending you n copy c~ rw bool: 'Iich de. cr'Les e. ~b :r of 
then nnd gives their history. ThL oo!, io no out of :r:nt an brings 
3 . 00 at auction (I belif:vc) . If yon 'I;{ sh the cOp'J I an sending you the 

price is 2. 00. 

1:e - the \Jheeling _ iDt in the cn.taloo'll.e - Ho I sflIy to Ii! t i~ at> 
\111 c. ing, U. Va. - fuen it uns 111 e1infL Va . I never not':c hat llI'ror 
before . I rill have it corrected .ut, it is too l'1te for the 1956 edition 
of t.1e S. 11. S. The 1:'sting refers to t.he llh ,olinf' , Va. wec ncel . If you 
have a copy of the Brookn.an k on 19th U •• • you, fl. fl' n full de.-
Gcr:'p'u':on in ·01. 1 r..e.g s 64.65 il'lcluding illustr-ti 0 Uso on e 66. 

'lith regards -

Co xlially ycuro J 

.... 2 . 00 for book (return if yo do not uish) 
. 1 teturn postage 



"'. 

Wureau 8ssues [Association 
VICE PRESIDENT and 

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 
o 

GEORGE W. BRETT 
1900 "F" Street, N.W. 

Washlnlrton 6, D.C. 

;.lear Stan, 

'NCORPORATED 

An association of collectors to promote the study of the philatelic output 0/ 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of the United States 0/ America 

"KNOW YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS" 

~ept. 27, 1955. 

Don't k ow if' you can do anything for me on t"us or not--but if you 
can) ,!iould like a nice detailed photo of the enclosed die proof. if.ake your 
negative as large as you'd like but I "cnt 8xlO prints as ~ell. In other 
viords the nega.tive s.nd three 8xlC prL to if you can do. If not return. 
I haa a coml":ercial photographer try it here in lfishington an ... I W&8 a. bit 
disgusted. You have done the best work that I know of, next to the Bureau 
here in lashington. 

Of course I'll pay for the job. 

Best \,ishee, 

P s, 



j 
• 

l 

¥J.!' .. George I • Br tt, 
1900 UFI! St '3et, .., 

'lash' (-ton 6, D. C. 

Dear George: 

I "V ~ ur of t e 7th. 

Oct . 1, 1955. 

ct to cov r an 8 10 
negati e - only direct fro subject to cov a 4 x 5. 
If you . ave to v the proof cover an x 10, I can 
make a 4 x 5 EOCpOS e, then ke a print and photo 
the 4 x 5 p'int to (;0' r an a x _0. This 1 cost 
you 5.00. To co ('r 1.:. x 5 - 2. 00. You c"n !.vi e. 

Cordi lly yours, 



J 

~'. 

VICE PRESIDENT and 
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

G 
GEORGE W. BRETT 
1900 "F" Street, N.W. 

Washine-ton 6, D.C. 

Wureau ~sues Association 
INCORPORATED 

A n association of collectors to promote the study of the philatelic output of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of the United States of A mer-ica 

"KNOW YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS" 

:)r::tober :JJ 1955. 

Your letter of the 1st reclo. today. he revious negatives that you 
maGe for r.:le Vlere 4x5 ' e wi toh the long dimension of the st8.mp voi th the 10:lg 
dli! mension of the negative. The image " ize of the sta, was, 5/16" by almost 
,5/4" . ':'his is the 4x5 that you mention ir. your letter ",na that is perfectly 
3atisfar::tory and I ~ai you could make the negative to ,hetever size .• as 
suitable or 8ometrin~ like that ber::ause I can al1iays have enlarged prints 
rede from that wi th no trouble at all. So you go ahead and make a 4x5 
negative, but you donlt say about prints. I do want) 8xlO prints from the 
4x5 negative and still not sure whether you can handle or not I am sending 
money order of $5 and you CDn adjust to suit the circumstances. You say 
$2 for the 4x5 negptive so the rest is an estimate to cover the, larger 
pri'1ts that I W8.'lt . 

Sincerel J 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 
SENT TO 

CleQ V'q~ yv . !)'(er r 
STREET AND NO. 

19 0 0 .. F" 51-- /\j . W. 
CITY AND STATE 

Washll)q ton~) j),C. 
II you want a 0 7¢ shows 0 31¢ shows to whom, 
return receipt, to whom when, and address. j# 

check which and when where delivered 
delivered 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 

POSTMARK 
OR DATE 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

S. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
tr fJ. S. GOVUHMEHT ,."NTING OFFICE I ItsS 16-7IM7-1 



I 

rr . Gool"ee - • Brett, 
1900 "f" t . \ '., 

1".,. ,in ten 6, D. C • 

• c"r Georg: 

hth 'I:13' b st 'ishes-

Oct . 14, 1955. 

eel{ hcnce the 
losl..'1g rl" Y 

Cord~y rs 



I ~ 

j 

I 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear W~. Ashbrook:-

October 6, 1955 
Columbus, Ohi 0 

I recently read your article of 1946 entitled 
'Confederate States of America' in the Emerald 
Book of the Stamp Specialist series. 

Reading your article caused me to think of two items 
in my collection. The first item which I am enclosing, 
I discovered in a dealers accumulation that I had the 
privilege to peruse shortly after he purchased the lot. 
He sold it to me for $5.00. Just how authentic the 
item is, I do not know. Naturally a comparison of the 
handwri ting on my document wi th others in Washington 
that were written by Blair would be helpful. Of course 
the possibility exists that, altho the handwriting 
didnt match, it might be because my document was v~itten 
by an assistant of the postmaster for the Wurpose of 
notifying district postmasters. For if the document 
was written on May 27th to go into effect on the 31st 
of May, there might have been no time to have the doc
ument printed and distributed. If this document of 
mine is authentic it would seem to conflict with some 
of the points in your article, namely as to whether 
the North discontinued their service in the South on 
May 28th or May 31st. My document wou]d seem to bear 
out Mr. Reagans' belief that Blair discontinued ser
vice as of the end of the month. On page 8 at the top, 
your sentence "It appears - - etc", is the key con
tradiction between your article and my document. I 
assume that perhaps you got the date May 28th from 
Mr. Blair's statement to Congress that you repro-
duced on Page 9 of your article. However this does 
not explain your source for the date May 24 1861 (?),. 
But perhaps that is the reason for the question mark. 

Frankly, at this point, I am lost. Blairs' report to 
Congress as reported by you is presumably correct 

(frwd) 



and could be substantiated. On the other hand there is m~ 
document and Mr. Reagans t statement. Furthermore, assum
ing that Mr. Reagans proclamation of May l3th(your page E 
was known about by Mr. Blair, and assuming that as Mr. 
Blair stated (page 9) that he did not discont~nue this 
service to the South so long as he(Blair) thought that 
it would go through. It seems logical that Blair would 
have discontinued at the end of the month also rather 
than create a three day period of confusion. 

I hope you are still sufficiently interested in this 
,_ phase of Philately to shed more light on the problem 

( 

if possible. 

The second item I mentioned in the beginning, is a 
cover identical with the Victorian cover on P.10. 
This of course also bears out the May 28thth date. 
I wonder if you could give me some idea as to the 
value of such a cover. 

P.S. 

Sincerely, 

KARL JAEGER 
2106 Ellington Road 
Columbus 12, Ohio 

I do not have a copy of the Dietz Handbook 
that you referred to at the bottom of P7 
in the Emerald Book. Does Dietz say any
thing on his P.16 about the accuracy of 
Mr. Reagans' statement? 



· .. ". 

Hr • Karl J <leger, 
2106 Ellington oDd, 

Columbus L:, Ohio. 

Deer Ill' . Jaeger: 

Oct . 16, 1955. 

Th nlc'" ,rery much for your intere ting 1 tter and the enel sure 
'''hich I am :..·oturning herewith . 

f The:!" i~ no qu stion hlt uh-.t the p. ) . h:'ice is genuine but it was 
undoubtedly uritten a signed a clerk ill the General p. O. Department in
Washington . The Bla 8i tUl c L different frm th one on t' is do cunent . 
I mclo.,e hermfith a treei ~ of a signatu:.: e by" . BUh phcn he ''lao the P. 1 . G. 
I doubt if copi :) ouch as yonrs ,'as Bent to all post offices t r ther to im
port;:mt offices, rums apers, etc. 

Re my source ~ -'-he Hay 2l.th d"'te" see page 8 of my articl (EInerald 
book) - th fourt,h paragraph. I quoted from ffil ar-'.:.icle by _. Pet. r6, :'Imi he 
quoted from a news it.em on ... Lynchburg paper of .fay 28, 186. Incidcnta.lly Dr. 
Peters "ms born and reared in ~ync lburg. 

Re - the Bl re.ort on p..1.£e 9. I ave a copy of an official P. O. 
publication that ives this Blair repo!'t . It uas a monthly of four gas ,,.hich 
fas publis'led for postmste:os thruout t' e COU11tr--.r . This Blair report to C0 17ress 
gives '-fay 28th and I l:i.eve this was the actucl te fj::{ed n 11i5 original order , 
which '<laS probably oat d May 24th or p 1'h ps Il day or two ea ier. Tho were 
ver,y hectic dnys and it is possible that t e date in his originil ol~e~ rr~y have 
been changed later to la.y 31st ih order to match the du.te of June 1st fixed by the 
C. S. A. P. H. G. 

Inc ident. ally , I have a copy of the rare cagan book 'toJ'hich contains the 
J proclamation quoted on pages 6 and 7 in the Em rhld book . I believe I pa.id ~ 0 

for the book and was a Ion ti,~ locating a cop,y. 

Re - your second it I suppoce it is the same cov r that I illus-
( trated on pa e 10. If yours is diff€rent in any wa.ylJ liQuld you be 80 kind as to 

send it to me? I would like to ;:mke a record of it for nw files . As to the value 
of such a cover, I doubt if I could answer that query . Such itElr.ls are exceedingly 
rare and most aI'W price within reason would be fair . I might state this - if 
anybody offered ne such a cover at '500. 00 or 1OO1'e I uould not purchase it . 

e - the Dietz book. I referred to the magnificent stu y entitled, 
liThe Postal Service of the Confederate states of /l.merica. 1I This i the Bible of 
Confedera.te philately. You 8 ould be able to obtain a copy aroum .15 . 00. As 
near as I can recall, it was published about 1929. 

I am also enclosing \-lith nw c llments, a reprint of my Confederate 
article. 



r , 

{;'2 • • ~. Ku.rl Jaeger - Oct . 16, 1955 . 

If I can assist you further plea~e ad rice. 

Sincerely yours , 



TELEPHONE 

P L AZA 7-4460 

APPRAIS A L S F OR S ALE , 
PROBATE & INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H . R . HARMER B . O. HARMER 

F . T. B UCK MARGARET MAHONEY 

H - R-HARMER , INc. 
I N TERNATIO N AL ST AM P A U CTION EE RS 

6 WEST 4 S-r: !"I ST R E ET 
NE W YORK 36, N.Y. 

A LSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , WI. 

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

Mr. Stanley B. A shbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas A venue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE,NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEER S O F 

RARE POS TA GE STA M PS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT "COLLE CTION 

14th 
October 
1955 

I enclose one further item from the Caspary Collection on which I 
will make no comments whatsoever~ 

I would apprecia te your observa tions in due course. 

P lease do not bother to register this on the way back as we have 
arranged insurance on it. 

BDH:E 
Enclosure 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 

EMPLO Y EES BONDED 



RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL-15¢ 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want, a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
. and your name and address on a return receipt card and at· 
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. '* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFfiCE; IISS 16-71547-1 



r 

Oct. 19, 1955. 

hr •. Bernard Harmer, 
6 li 48th St . , 

l-Ie\-( York 36, J'y . 

De.:.r Bernqrd: 

Herewith t' e 3¢ 1851 bisect as per yours 
of t.e 14th. 

I will lIil'ite you later about this as I 
'1ant to nake a further study of the c."t. Louis 
po tmnrk the photo raphs thnt I made. 

ith best wishes -

Cordi~ yours, 



Oct. 2" 1955. 

R .. Harmer, I!1c.;. 
6 "est 48th st . , 

Ne f 'o!'k 36" ll . Y. 

ttention ~. F.T.Buck 

Deal' l!iJ' . Buck: 

Here\Jith the 3¢ 1851 "bisect lf cover from 
St . uis, fo . t.o U York. It·s my opinion that 
this iten is genuine and I h~ve signed it on the 
back. I made II photo of the cover dthout "the stamp 
by ultra- violet light and the negative did not shm 
al\V evidence of aIl7 markings on the porl-ion of th c 
F . L. u!'lder the ctamp. I i:L.. for\1o.rd prints later. 

.. 
. . .... 

Sine ely yours , 



¥~ . C. Corwith Wagner, 
1834 Boatmen's Bank BIde., 

314 North Broadway, 
Lt . Louis 2, 110. 

Dear Corwith: 

Oct. 22, 1955. 

I am taking the liberty of sending ~rou a. photo raph of a 
3¢ 1851 "Bisect" supposed to have been used from st . Louis on JUL 20 , 1856. 
This item is in the Caspary collection. It was apparently an unsealed 
circular rate to NeIt{ York City. I made this enlarged photo to shCM up 
very plain the entire postmark: Have you a cover used from St . Louis :in 

'l 1856 ",ith this same type of postmarlt? If so, will you be so kind as to 
.. loan it to me? 

It looks to me like someone removed tl is half of a stamp to s e 
anything was underneath (trace of the postmark). ot Cl"wise the cover 

eerns like it mig't be genuine . The p:!.ece of the 3¢ 10uld be okay for 
1856 (shade and impression). 

I enclose envelope for return. 

Have you seen Mrs . Yeckel lately? Ho dcubt she has r turned 
from her world trip. ~lil1 you please remember the Ashbrooks to her. 

With every good wish -

Cordially Y0Yrs, 



.. 

c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

gNSVRANCE ~GENCY 
SUITE 1834 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 

ACCIDENT 

HEALTH 

LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGLARY 
Be HOLDUP 

SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 
1-1640 

October 25th 1955 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq., 
P.O. Box 31 -
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 
Your letter of the 22nd imt. with its enclosure came to 

hand yesterday. 

Saint Louis Mo. used such a postmark - with a 1856 year 
date. Dr. Chase, I believe reports its use first as June 1st. I have 
never seen it used prior to June 4th 1856. I might add that the year 
date was not in constant use - some June and July pm of 1856 do not 
have the 1856 year date. I have some 8 or 10 St. L pm with the 1856 
year date - I enclose 4 that are the most distinct. 

Undoubtedly the "bisectl1 has been removed from the cover 
as the outer line of the circle is out of line - top and bottom -
also the L of Louis and the I as well as the L of JUL. 

I see no ureal reason lt for the use of a "bisect" from St. 
Louis in July of 1856 - as there were plenty of stamps available here 
at that time - I have several examples of the use of the l~ 1851 on 
cover as late as 1857 - so "Whyll a 2/3 of a 3; stamp for a 2~ rate. 
I would be more inclined to believe that the scissors slipped when 
stamps were be cut apart. Even today the P.O.D. will accept 2/3rds of 
a stamp as payment in full for the value of the stamp. 

I am refunding the actual re·turn postage - that is the way 
you treat me - so turn about is fair play. 

I called Mrs. Yeckel and gave her your message. She asked 
that I tell you she sends her very best regards to yourself and wife. 

It is always nice to hear from you and to know that now and 
then I can be of some help. \ 

Sincere.ly;. 

C Corwith Wagner. 
Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and-Reliability 



l/you want II 
return receipt. 
check which 

POD Form 3800 
Apr. 1955 



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 
IS-cent certified mail fee 
First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter. detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want. a return receipt. write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. '* u. s . GOVERNMENT PRINTII'4G OFrICE I Its5 16-71547- 1 



t 

-ir. C. COl"'uith Iagner, 
Suite 1B34 Bo~tnen t s 

St . Louis 2 J 4,10 . 

Dear Conr.i th : 

Oct. 31" 1955. 

{ Bldg., 

Thanks so much for your kindness in t he loan 
of the four cov IS llhich I am returning herewith . 
There is no reason ,,~by you should pay the l' turn postage. 
L:..ter I lrl.ll send you a photo of t he 3¢ ' 51 I1BISECTI1 
cover. I do appreciate your assistance . 

\'ith every ood wish -

Cordially yoUrs, 



Oct. 28, 1955. 

Mr. Bernard Harmer, 
% H. 1 . Harmer, Inc . , 

6 \fest 48th ft . , 
New York 36, N.Y. 

Dear Be.rnard: 

He - the 3¢ 1851 "Bisectll cover that you sent me under date of Oct. lL~th 
and vlhich I returned to you on the 19th. I have four covers with the 1856 
year-dated St . Lo is postm.rk, ne of ,hich is quite early, viz . , IIJUtI l , 1856 . 11 

Thus I have so~e excellent reference material. 

Before giving a definite opin~ on on the Caspary cover I think the follo\-I
ing s1:1ould be done - The piece of stmnp should be v ry c r efully roved from 
the cover, by moisture from t he inside - no moisture on face of stamp. .After 
removal, the cov r should be photographed by ultra- violet light to see if there 
is any trace of t he postmark uhder the piece of stamp. After which the stamp 
should be very carefully replaced on t he cover so that the markings on the 
"stamp" I!lc:;.t ch those on the cover. You can have t 'lis done down East but in case 
you would like for me to do it I will charge a fee of 15 . 00 which , .. ill include 
photographs, and if I conclude t l e item is eenui..'1e I vdll si.[1l 't on the ack. 

.' 
, .. 

~ ith regards -

. ( : . 37- 48) 

Cordially yours, . ~ 

" 

:. ,,' . .. . 

..~ 



DR. CARROLL CHASE 
R. F. D. 1, MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
, 

~. '1' Sf' 

OIl -:><r ........" ---, ~ '\ es- ': 
~'> ~ ~ ~ l···· ... ~· 



,.r. '1',. <?cy :. Si :1pDon, 
66 ~ val'ado d . , 

~er~e.le-.r ,5 # Calif . 

Dear Tracy: 

SL E 
!Iov. 7, 1955. 

Herellith I run sendlng you a copy of n letter to Doc, 
nnd lrlth it a color sl':' e of t. e 3¢ cover. I am also en
closing a !)iloto print of the Jar.w.ica Vt llPaid in Grid . 1l 

Incidentnlly" t is :1ro "ant J~ no for' a look by a deDlcr in 
Paris" ranc~ - 'I. Ja. _ t" aIon~ uith ot,he-~ covers for my 
exar:rl.ru1tion. it r you ~ e th~ lith copy of lrttcr, slide 
mld photo pr:int _. ':J.:~ you pI a~ , rorl1a~ to Le5t j,' D01 mL g 
for a look. If you thin'L Joe Gerald 8..ut.1 f u1: like to 
sec t ese then re UE;<"t :'0 ~er vO sen t.he" to .Ur.. to be re
turned to • 

>W kindest TC ards -

Encloced: 
A75 - 10 
A760 

P . S. Any cnr.:nent you care to make on the Hbisect" 
covO' '-lill be r. 05t lfclcone. 



• 

TRACY W. SIMPSON 
66 ALVARADO ROAD 

BERKELEY 5, CALIFORNIA 

I~ t 11: J"d... r.::s~ '),./., .. .4- ... C ...... 

-I--~ 11 1..... lolt..... io- 1>(, L .b",t;t , 4""' .. ,1---r ..... 
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ThIs Photograph 
Was Made By 
ULTRA. vloar 

RAY 
By Stan~y S. 11;;"lbrook 
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New Address . 153WaverlyPlace, N. Y .14, HI 

. 
aZlne 

lass Ma er 
stanle! B. hshbrook 
P. o. ox 31 



) 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham,5,Alabama. 
Friday- Oct. 14, 195j . 

After I wrote you and sent the Laurence covers I find I did 
not include the reoarks of Bob Laurence about the food's Ferry cover. 
He marked on the letter he sent previously, and when I had a look at t he 
lot, "I consider this cover as could be unique- 5¢ buff used in California 
lO¢ rate. I never saw before." 

Also I knew there was a defect in one stamp. But I bought it 
for the rate. If by any chance it is N.G. please write me air special so 
I will not pay for it. I am holding up the check. 



, , 

". 

.. 

, 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmimgham,5,Alabama. 
Oct. 14, 1955. 

I finally recieved my lots from Laurence sale, altho I had 
decided I did not hit. Will you look these over and if the pair of buff 
cover is O.K. sign it for me. The others are not needed. Cost me $110.00. 

I bought the 30¢ 1860 to the Cape because it was such a good 
color. I bid $25 and see Bob gave me the limit on it, $25. I guess it 
is worth that much. 

I bid $20 on the pair of 5¢ browns to Germany. Bob described 
it as just brown and the strip of three as dark brown. I think both are 
dark brown and,if there is any question, to my eyes the pair is a darker 
srlade than the strip of three. The pair was $16.00 and the strip ~11.00. 
I intend to take the strip off cover. Wouldn't you? 

Please register back valued at $165 and I will include that 
cost in my check for signing the pair of buffs from Wood's Fer~J, Cal. 

Enclosed from L. & S. sale 10/6/55. 
Lot 534-

" 564-
" 576-
t\ 578-

$25.00 
110.00 
16.00 
11.00 

162.00 

Sincer~ 
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!~ . Emmerson C. Krui, 
3008 - 13th ve., South, 

Birmingham, Ala . 

Dear 12n.: 

Sumay -: 
Oct. l~, 1955. 

I did not receive ycur Air - Speciel - Regi~t€red - unt~l late 
yesterday afternoon, thoueh ,rour Air letter - \'Titten lat r - arrived 
on the r:. st :~i1 ~c.tu.!"dE.i;f. rni'16_ Inasnntc. as you nrc eaving Jto 
TuesdCl\Y nil: ht I will hold t 10 cov rn until you Ul'rive 0 

I an quite sure thnt t •. e 5¢ Buff cover iG ok<;.y. .0 I p viously 
a 'v':' "'cd t'.e"'e was a P. O. list",' a.s sue in the lS59 1').1. e • Dob is 
'\-;rone about 5¢ Buff co Cj·S from California . I hava a record of our and 
lave 5 6.1 others I did 110t -ceoI'd . Dill ,Teat had a cOVC'r.' from f . F. wit 1 

a. v€:.rtical puir. 1001: up his cale. 

ill four cover" w,·e okay eo you can y Bo . Yes I '0 lld remove the 
V.S. s~rip of three from the cover. 7h COy r does not nean anyt1ing. 

Em plC'are don ' t ism crst.:md me~ ':he~ e is quite a aiLerence be
t\!cen ~ unique item and cov" '0 t at are rare. • se ... 0 ... the Buff !:2. or 
~ California are :rare. 

Dot· of your 5¢ are Dp.::-k .rmrn but. the V. S. of 3 is b.:t "kar than 
the H. P. - Rememb r ther is II dark brmm ani also t tnt the b. ck b:;: 'in 

comes much darker t;on eit e1' of these tl'iO covers . 

Rega ds -

Yours etc ., 



I-1r. Raymond eil1, 
407 Royal St." 

Net-I Orleans 16, 1<:1. 

D r ~ond: 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOI< 
P. O. Box 31 

f=ORT THOMA~ KY, 
Oct. 4, 1955. 

I l;Tould like to correct a stat ent that I made in my lett r of yes
terday rega-di ,., lot 88 in the laterhouse sale, the 5¢-10¢ 1£:47 cover. I had 
forgotten that the ctltalogue description stnted, "smal pEn marks have been e
.oved from t e stnr:l. • I: I re:narked in my letter t t this las nmfS to me. ter 
I laile letter I looked up all the data th t I had on t'is Watelilousc COVET. 

In nw article in "Strunps" of Ju.ly 19, 19h7, in l1hich I lllu trated t e 
cov r, I Ilk'1.de no mention of the pen marks. In f ct , my rem s re - th cover we e 
quite brief. I fin:l. that I had quite a bit of correspondence wit the late Frank 
Coes after my "Stamps" article appe r ,and in a letter to ill I mentioned that the 
stnmps had faint pen ma.rlm, so L judge th:l.t I wa. Worned of this fact b Sir 
Nicholas when he ent me t .e photo ~ ph, a copy of \"lhich I used for "Stamps" 
a.:rticle. 

Beer in mind that I never had t is coy r in hand for a careful cxamin~
tion .. £md the only time I ever st:.w it faa at Cipex in 19h7 be: ind glass in the 
Waterhouse Exhibit. Accardi . to the Memorandum furnished me by Sir lUcholas (19~7), 
there licre no m. -kiilgs o~ ~ kind on the bacl<:. There was no indi tion on face 
of the actual year use, hence the coy~r does not . close tl.e ye r it ras used. This 
is a most ir.J.portant p int as I 'ltfil1 explain. \ hf'.Tl I 'tiI'ote the erticle in 1947, I 
l'laS not al.'Iare th t tbe U.S. P. M.G. had made a ruline th t there was no such a thing 
as a legal triple rate a:f te:r Ha ch 12 a lSh9. You ·il fil'J.d th t I gave the story 
of this discove:-y which iUS m..1.de by Me'? rice C. Blake, quite a· "rite-up in Service 
Issue of k1.I'ch 1;1 1954 - p' rres 264 - 265. You can look it up. 

The une of t' e Haterhouse cov(r was flAnr 10" so a triple 'ate of domestic 
postage could only h vo a plip.d in Ap. il H~hg. In nth' words, had this letter. been 
mailed in Apr. 1849 - 1850 m" 1851, it should have been rated "Due 5," provided it 
l'teiehed over one ounce an:l. not ov r t~10 ounces. Bet'Jeen Y.o ch 15, 1849 and July 1, 
1851, th e wan n6 leeal triple ,,"ate, if letter ,;eighed ov r one ounce and not ov~r 
t iO ounce~ 201~ was c. argcd for . stances up to .300 miles. This letter did not travel 
anythinL rJ.ke .300 miles. 

You will note that the cover is arJdrc5sed to IIA.S.L:lncolnz Esc - Bank of 
ComE-rce oston. II Back' July 1947 I was i tfom d b-J Ur. Coes that a Boston directory 
had been conGUlted and that the ":.ank of Co..nrrrJercell 'as not listed in the 1850 edition 
or previously, but the Eank was listed in the 1851 edition lrlth "A.S.Lincoln" a.s pay
ing teller. I do not k 0\1 if this report is true or not but if it is, it lIould indi
ca.te th[;.t the usc wes Anr 10 1851, at a time 'tvi1en there lUG no trinle rate. 

The Ver.mont & Mass. R. R. terminted ~t Fitchburg, Mase. ( rattleboro to 
Fitchburg), that is, it ran from Fitchburg to Brattleboro, VcrtlOnt, a total distance 
of 69 mil.es. By rail from Fitchburg to Fotcester was 27 miles and from 1 '<F cester to 
Boston was 44 miles , so you see t . s letter did not travel much distance. 

In a. ttcr that I rote Frank Coes dated July 24, 19h7, I stated th3t 
8:fir Nichol .s"sent me a photorrapL of the cover last sorin It ~nd he noted on the ack 
tiIat the" ~. marking w s in orallF~'( an::l also quot e, II I no~~ed at the Cipex that the 
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#2. Mr. Raymond eill - Oct . 4, 1955. 

cover really is not superb - It has a faded out apIl9 urOIlce and the stumps shouOO 
very faint pen m-1.rks. I doubt :if these "Tore actually acid renx>ved but tx:>re 
likely a poor grade of ink thnt sinply fa.ded out to quat. e an ext t . They don It 
shel" in the photograph that. I have. raterhouse never advised me of the year of 
use but if this Boston bank llaS not listed in the 1850 Boston Di ectcry, then 
pcrhap::: the use \"Tas "Apr 10 jb851" (unquote) . 

I clso a.dded t at I '{auld write S Nic olas and give him the data 
about the Boston Di ctor,y . 

This cov r re.s a II ~ayll lett or, that is, a 1 etter mailed direct to the 
U. S. Hail Agent traveling the railroad route of the Vermont ss. R • • 

L'1 t e . 1-1. G. aport da.ted <:!v . 1951, R. R. contract mail route llo , h72 
was listed from fitchburg, fa • 0 Brattleboro, VOl'tlont . Tho same i.'oute \- s 
listed in the 1850 Report . 

I am not sure uhet e:r a route acent had to e aut lOrity to ~ J:lail 
that u~s handed I im enroute, but I jud§e that the letter would h<..ve been properly 
rated Ihcn it rooched the Boston P . 0 , 

If the use ''las pril lE'5l, "nd tl'6 letter ueighed over one eunce (as the 
writer assu..:ned?) then I ,'mulct think tni' Boston would have rated it "Due 5e ." 

Frank Coos died April 20 , 1954. 

I had a letter from Dr . Bacher today regarding the block of 3¢ 1861 
Pink and he otated that they "TOuld probably wmd up by sending the block "1:.0 me for 
IrW opi."lion. I uill keep you advised . 

:/ith beot uishco -

Cordially yom 5 , 

y 



MEMBERS 

AMER ICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 

COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'NJLTO. 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

October 13, 1955 

The information in your latest favor regarding the Waterhouse 
5~-lO~ 1847 cover, was of special interest to us. You have surely dug 
into this subject deeply. It hardly seems possible you would be able to 
come up with a complete dossier on Mr. A. S. Lincoln who has probably 
been dead for a hundred years. 

We have passed along all of this information to the present 
owner of the cover. He feels that while there is somewhat of a cloud 
darkening the sunlight of his cover, since it might still be good, he is 
content to own this striking piece. You have probably seen it illustrated 
in the current issue of Stamps. We have a lready had several inquiries 
from interested buyers. Of course, the cover cannot now be bought. 

rhw:lc 
airmail 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 

~ 



'1". 1m. .. ,~ond :eill., 
h07 Royal St ., 

New Orleans 16, Le . 

Dear Haymond: 

Thanks for yours of t 10 1 the 

Oct . 16, 1955. 

I think it co ld be definit 1y esLabli hed Vlhet,her tho 1847 cover 
is good or bad. Hhat I think should be done is t vel y carefully re
move the 10, staup n then l!t.'ll.e a photo :i."aph by uJ.tr •. ·iolet of the 
cov l' to deter. ··n. if ow.y the 5¢ 1me uoed oria il"..2l:r.y on the cover -
this is whr..t I uspect and m .ll 0.1 my'" believe uruC6S it can be s 10l'm 
that ·there "!aB nov r 'my po'trour!: undf".I' the lO¢ stamp. 

I suppose you reoeived a copy of nw l~ ,pOl·t on t'le 3¢ 1861 block . 
It uas an outrage for the f . F. to dec 8l~e '!:, lat t.his block is not PINK . 
Anyon vrith even fair. eyesioht can see it is PINK ani rot r08eo One 
thing is sure, if that block is not. Pin1<: then I hnve e..'1dorsed a lot of 
sta.!lP~ as P-UK that must be ROSE and such a porsibility is sil y to con
sider. 

That bunch d.own there at the P. F. don ' t l.uOl-t a damn th:inrr about 
19th U. S, You had a bargain in that blocl: because it is a v .... 7 great 
rarity and you p rmitted it to go back to England . Oh me - Oh my!!l 

I would like to write up the 5¢-lO¢ cover in ll\V S rvice hut. n:tv hams 
are tied and I '1.11 have to forget. it . Ho \Ncr, I will hrve follow-up 
on the !l..lli. block. 

1~ best to Roger and yoo . 

Cordially yoUt's, 



fr' •. '19.uric c. n ake, 
J ~la<' n St . 

Brookline 46, Ha.ss . 

Oct . 5, 1955. 

I an tald.nl,., the liborty of oneles 'n a ::.ctt r t' at I \trote 
to Raymond 'oi11 and :r "fish that y u 'fcu .. d l'cep t' 0 cont,ents 
Gt ictly conf~ ntial . 

':'he - tt ref .rs to loot Bg in th l~ terhouse s~le a 5(: 
plus lO~. 1047 cover . 7his ns ptU"c. used by 0'11' t tt e sale and 
subtitted to thc Exp r'(, Co. ittee of the Ph:iktclic rcundotion for 
authenticat.ion. La<>t \tock they issued certificate ntnting t 'e 
cov r \"Tau genuin. ill all r specto . 

I believe r.w 1 . ter speak~ for itst>.lf . l :}}a.t I \iTould like to 
know is c..!'O tl e Booton directo. y } i t~.ngs c . 'roct aG r .po ted to 
me by tho lete F?"ank Coos . I deh t.o keep V i" con.fidential be
caU3C t 10 'eill- paid qu:t,e a sum for thf-_ cove. and I ould not 
care to Gt"!lage their prop!: 1 ty or to gf:.t into any al"gt.m: tt \-lith the 
Foundnt~on Co itt co. 

I knOH that a tl~iple :rate ouch as this is of opociru. interest 
to you. 

t '':'th ki ndes'c. . ega:rds 

CordinD.y yours , 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 

1 1 MASON STREET October 7, 1955 
BROO K L I NE 4 6 , MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

Yours of the 4th, postm8,rked OCT 5/l230~, came to-day. 
I return the Co~ of your interesting letter to R.W., which I shall 
consider strictly confidential. 

I do not have the Boston Directories of 1850 and 1851, 
but shall try to consult them in a Library soon. 

Meanwhile, you will note in the Boston Almanac for 1850, 
of which I once sent you a duplicate copy with my compliments, that 
in the list of Boston Banks on page 160 jhere is no Bank of Commerce. 
However, in the Almanac for 1851, also page 160, in a long table of 
all the banks in the six New England States (pp.160-l64j, starting 
with Boston we find:"BOSTON-83 state St.-B.of Commerce-President Edw. 
C. Bates-Cashier Wm.H.Foster-Capita1 $750,000". 

As the Almanacs were compiled during the last quarter of 
the year preceding the year for which issued, it is evident that the 
Bank of Commerce after October 1849 and before December 1850 came into 
existence. The name Edw.C.Bates does not appear in the Bank list of 
the Almanac for 1850, but in that issue you will see that ~.H.Foster 
was Cashier of the GROCERS' BANK at 70 State st., with no bank at 
83 State st. In the Almanac for 1852 the Bank of Commerce is listed 
(p.136) at 83 State st., Fres.Edw.C.Bates, Cashier Wm.H.Foster as in 
the Almanac for 1851, but the Capital has now risen to $1,500,000. 
Names of Paying Tellers are not given in the Almanacs, and the name 
A.S.Lincoln does not seem to appear. 

In the Almanac for 1850 in the list of Railroads(pp.145-6) 
"Vermont & Massachusetts Railroad-From Fitchburg to Brattleboro'." is 

given(p.146}, just as you described it. 

The Boston' Directories were regulary published each year 
on July 1st. (See advertisement in Boston Almanac for 1850, p.2l3'. 
It is barely possible that the Bank of Commerce had oome into existence 
by the date of the cover APR/IO in 1850, but didn't get listed in the 
1850 Direotory published July 1, 1850. No such Bame exists to-day, but 
perhaps I can discover when it opened. In any case whether the cover 
is AFR/IO in 1850 or as is far more probable in 1851, the illegality 
of a triple rate holds. 

Now looking carefully at the .Qhoto of Lot 88 in the 
Waterhouse Sale Catalogue I fancy I detect erasure above the nrune 
Lincoln with remnants of a capital D above"L"and lower curve of 5 
above "01". Did someone want to clean up the cover? 

With best regards, 
Sincerely yours, 



IAN lEY B. AS~I:St<UUt\ 
P. 0, 80)( 31 

33 N, Ft. Thoma! A"." 
FORT THOMAS, KV. 

to.n US :"a c .,., to on - June 27-28", 1955. 

f347 an -(,ied 
No evidence 

The catalogue deacriTi'iion o£ this ver stat in ~', quote: "This 
-alllO and uniq e enti: e is d' c::cri ed by Stanley B. Ashbrook in "STkrPS" lag€.-
zine :19 July 1947. 11 ( uote) , 

In t i reapsC'{. 1 ·:ish to c 1 a·-tention "to ... he f ct thaJ ,.,hen I wrot 
the abow al"ticle in r:ST 'iPS" .:in '·9J~7 I t-!as wr:-.ting about tl-J: 184'7 Issue a.'1d no'" 
,bout th ' s p ~i ar cove.!., ,'t'le-- ,'1 tiom::d l' and ill tra'~ed it in the 

' al"'~iele~ Flli,-'(;her;.; hen I ~'l".:>~e the a:'ticle I hacl nEW;.- seen or examined the cr:r~ 
i s f, all b · d 'H4S -00 print; tliat was ppli€d to me by Sir Nichola's lvater-
hous

o
.. He consid ed the cov '. genuine beyond a.z:w dotlb" ani I assumed tlla:1i "'here 

s no q ,stion but VI !:It he as right .• 

This co· ~r 't':as pm chased in the late house sale by Rn;ymo .. 1 I"eill &. Co .of 
l'ew Orleans . OT appr ':::i.m:o.t~ 1; Co DO ThE1Y sUb;n:i:1it~ed it . 0 t ", IFExpert CO:!Jn::i.t,t~.ell 
ot t e Philatelic FOlli a~ion of New Yor. and t1,;, Commit:·, €e is cd a. cert.ific te to 
the ,<'.1. ect th CO'ITer is g ' ro'·- e:in 1 respect,s.. :}dar da:-, e of Oct., 4 195" ~ I 
'\'J1."ote Raymond 1 "eill reg&""Ciing the Cover 81m 1 quo\; , here!rl:~h ax:traC'-' s from ~ hat 
1e ter., qll,ote: . 

urn T!I3 article il'l "STAmn of ,July- J.? 1947, 'i."l whiC! r . lustl"'atGd L- _ 

cO"" . I m ~6 .' ention of the pen m r!{s. Il fa t" nw remrks ro _ ',he COVeT ".r~l'e 
quite brief f:'- tha:" I had qu,i e . bit G eO;;Tespomenc tdth the late Frank 
Coes after liST lPS

n 
e.! uicl.e appeared; ,in a let',,07' ~~o him I t1 ntioned that the 

Ef amps ha e . n ma:rLs; 80 I jUdge that I was ll1!'OTI sd of thio fact by SiT 
" 'i c . las hhen e sent me he photograph, a copy of hie 1 1 uced fo nw I STAUPS ' a.r;:'icl 

Bcaz in end that I never bad this Cover in h O:t~ a caIc"Ul elCrun:U1 :c.ion" 
and t· e o~' time I ever saw it 'las . Cipex in .:.947 hehOm g a.Sd in 'che vIa' erhousG 
ErJribi·... . AOCOTd'- Jg t the .furnished e tv air Ni~holas (194")" 'ere 
~ei'o n lJl..arkine,. 0 a lc.l1:l en t e b ok • . The -e l"a no indication or. -ace of the 

ct.UBJ. year ~ -~ he ce me cover doee! t 'di~close the year 't, ~,c.;.S used. This is a 
'.-,t ira)ort.EUlC po s I . 1 -plain.. ~lhe I· t t e ",icle in 19- J I ~. not 
r. e ·that, the U. '. '. G" h d m&de Q rulil ~ 'ilhat A;! ete /laS 0 ruch thiI'1g as 

lei~al j!r..i'2le :rat~t ~::..?-i;er 1-1:1.1"0 • 1, 1 .. ;.2. ' IU .-rill f:tnd '·'h't.:;: ve the at ry ''': t 's 
:lscov81¥ i'1hich '\tas Zl' de b"" Maurice C. lake, qui'te a tVJ i;i:.e-up in·r.u ~:'V: ce IsS!!2 

' :...~ 1!~ch 19 ~! ~ ·, ·s 264 - .65.. }~O1: call 100:" it u: ~ 



#2, 

Co.1Iiileree, ston. " ack in July 1947 I ras informed - Coe· at a: on 
Directory had b consulted a."'ld that the "Bank of C mt!l~1t , 'as not l,ist in the 
1250 edition or previously; ,but the Ba.nk ~ as list,eel in thG 1$51 edition rr.i:',h 
"A.S.Lil1 01.11" as !X\Ving tell€!!'. I do not knot·; :if 'c.his X' rt is "l~ue or not. ru 
if i~~ iG ~ it would indicate tha;'.; the e - s!er 10 lSSl" a.t a t~ 'i-z!'len there \JaS 
no tr~.p1.e {,'a e 

The Vel'mOnt & MaDS. R R. terminat ass (B1" tleboro t.o 
Fitchbl.u:g)" 'i.; la ~ is, it ran from Fitchburg to Brattle . ; Vel. nt" 'a t 'al dis
ance of 69 miles By rail from Fitcb'b'.Jrg to \'1orcester las 27 mile"" end flo Olil 

Wore st~r to Eo ten was 44 miles, so you see this let"'er did not tr -'1s1 ' ch dis' ance. 

1.'1 B, lettJr tha I 'i'l):'OIc.e Franlt Ooes dated July ?-41 J947, I stated that 
S:' Nicholas H O€;n'c. • .....fL..2. f)'lot"),mJ"'Rh .QL.;.i::.he co..:2:~ laEe E"~.,no:?ll and he not 01'1 the hac 
-,hat the 1SJ!.1h.L,k· fB toT<. 5. in 0,\ ~' and also quO"l'.e~ ':-- not • .«it. the Cipex ti at -':.he 
cover really i n t s·'.psrb It has a faded out appearance and th - 0' anros show 
ve f.a;tnt nen !f~ :k,q. ::: ouLt if these we e act~ a.cid :noved but LlO.l lik~ 

poor gr~ e of :1... 1~ • ha' simply faded out to quite an ext. They dontt sh ,- in 
the pho'iograph 'i.lat I h ve. Wa/-erhouse never advis€d me of ; he year f. use rn t .if 
this Boston bank: 1:\- not listed :in the 1850 Be um D~e¢ cry, , en perha s t,he use 
-.!as II Ap: 10 1851 • (Ul'J!ll.Ote) 

I aJ.f?O added t.hat I would l-n:-i'c.e Sir Nicholil and R':ve hlm th~ data abo \t 
the Bost,on DirectOr!r. 

Thi' cov"r i:l 8 a wrql' lettei"', '!l' loS" a lstt '. led direc' t.o the U~ '" 
, ill Ilgoot t.ravcl.ing the railroad route of the VOl~rrv &. Na.sa. :t.R. 

L."l'the f., '. R port da,'-oo Nov. 1851 R.R .. com.mo"· mail route Jo " 1..''''';' 
was liste:i fr !!1l Fit"h 'tt' " 1'li~~ to Brattleboro, V~lIlont Tn"> s .. ,),:, rau: fie . S list 
in the J50 Report,. 

I am not sure iro.e!..he . rou'c.e ~ent h . he a;' 'hor~;ty to rat. mail hat 
-Ifas handed him E';'i.'lro-;ri:;e~ b -t I judge Jlih9: the letter !O"tllc1. ha: e been p:."ope 1 rat. ~ 
l'l.,-eIl i', reaon ~i " e Bos',en p.O. 

If . e US'3 waC' AprU 1851;0 and t 19 latte.. ..lei • eel over one ounce 
w~:'iter assumed?) ~~h0l'l I ;ould thi:n.k that. Boston ~'rou1d h· e rated ic. 

FraJl!.!" Co""s di.ed A:p! iJ. 201 1954. II unquote) 

F1JTijhol" rega.!'d~ the dnte of ure of 'he COV'C7.'. :\:, t lis '\'1Z':i:Ging I have not 
had advice rC"'l'lrding 'he list ine or . he liB nk 0'" Commerce" in the Boston D:u'ectory:
hO,(J'ever, I c. hay a 1i tIe bool' tililcd1 "f£ston,J .. e.5Q •. !tL ~~ .. " In t,he liGt or Eo, 'Goa 
banks the:-e io no SUCI"l '8, bank as the IfBrut~ of: f! ! r.r~e" b:' such a. bank 'r.u., 1i5t/t~ in 
'~he 1851 edj:'~ion or this book, vrith offic .. s as fo ---;;;3: Ed\;f. C. Ba.',', "' . President:. 

:iD:l vim" H !·'ost er" C' Shiel". In "c,he 1850 Edition v1 n ,';lost r is li si;,ed as '..,he cashie ' 
;-r "Gro{;er .. ikn at II 0 Sta.te St. II 

.... ¥ ....... _ 0' 1"::Mo' _ ...... 



~'. 

I am very suspicious of this covor as I believe that Ol:i..ginaUy 
there vIas only the 5¢ mell l'laS tied to the envelope by the raili pbs ..... k 
and that some f'akei. added the lO~ am painted the nnrldng on t stamp. . 
This mif.,hi:. be prova::1 if' ~ e lO~ l'r..:l.S removed and a. photogrnp nu: e by ultr 
violeJu to learn if there is arr:r trace of the postm ric on the e pelope bel 

e 5¢ stamp and unler the presal1t lOt. stant 

October 18 
1955 
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}'1r . Lawrence L. Shenfie1d, 
40 HiGhland Circle~ 

onxvi11e S, N.Y. 

Dear Larry: 

Oct. 17, 1955. 

Regardin the 5¢ 1947 co~ r from Augusta, a., which the P.F. 
Expezt Co~ttee turned down. Unaer date of Oct. 7, 1955, I wrote the owner 
of this cover as f 1101-18, uote: 

"Here\'lith I am r -turning our 5¢ 1847 cove .. ' address d to Eatonton, Georgia, 
together with the Foundation report, also a photograph that I made of the stamp by 
ultra-violet Ii bt . Usa a cove,. used from Augusta., Ga. on I'W 21, 1861. This is a 
cover known as 'A U.S. stamp used in a sec~ed sta.te" before the Conf daracy took 
over control of the P •• D. in the states comprising the Confederacy.' Incioentall" 
this is quite a 1 te use, lhy 21, 1861. The C.S.A. took over as of June bt, 1861. 
On and after that date no U.S. stamps v e good for posta e. 

Regarding your cover. I feel sure t at tr.e postcark is "AUGUSTA, GA •• 
and that the cover want to Eatonton, Ga. or course this type of pootmark lias never 
used durine the life of the 1847 stamps, in fact, t} is was not adopted until 
late in 1859 or in 1860. The date does look like ~Jan 82 In my opinion, this could 
not have been Jan. 8, 1859, and I doubt if t e use was 1860, a more likely Jan. C, 
1861, or perhaps later. 

Note the photog ph made by ultra-violet light. ~lhile this print shows 
some strange marks I do not believe tJJ:Jy former cancelations were removed. 

Regard~ the post rk, it ap ars to be genuine to me. It does not ap
pear to be a paint job, but <m imp ession from a "tamper. I do not think that some
one had a fake imitation of this postmark made am applied it to a 5¢ 1847 .,tamp t t 
had been cleaned. 

The envelope appears to be a hom e affair, hence the questi n ari es -
was this cover used at Augusta, Ga. at socetime in the Confederacy. The rate for 
distances in the C.S.A. up to 500 miles was 5¢ per } ounce between June 1, 1861 and 
July 1, 1862, after which it was 10¢. So if this was a Confederat use it must have 
been January 1862. One can speculate that the' riter had an old 5¢ 1847 stqmp and 
decided to use it and that it got by a postal clerk . This could have happened Jan. 
1861 or 1862, I doubt if earlier or later. A home de envelope ht indicate 1862 
'rather than 1861. 

I note t at the Foun ation certificate reads: 'the stamp was not used on 
this cover.' Th t st t nt is very indefinite and one can uonder wh t they meant . 
Did they mean that the part of the postmark on the stamp is not emrlne but the part 
on the envelope is genuine? In other words, did so eone remove a 3¢ 1857 and sub-
stitute a cleaned 5¢ 1847 and paint that part of t.e po rk that is on the stamp? 
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#2 . V~ . Lawrence L. Shenfield, Oct . 17, 1955 

I dislike to disagree "lith opinions given by the l:t Conmd.ttee of the 
Philatelic Foundation but it is my opinion the coy r is genuine and could have 
been genuinely used as outlined above . II (unquote) 

t-lith best wishes -

Cordially yours ) 



LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD 

Advertising & Merchandising 
Consultant 

40 Highland Cinle, Bronxville 8, N. Y. 
BRonxville 2-4206 
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Hr. La''lI'ence L . Shenfield, 
40 Hihlanu Circle, 

Bronxville ~, N.Y. 

Dear L'rry: 

Oct. . 24, 1955. 

I am enclosing herewith a letter that I rrote you a '"eek ago" on the 
17th, intending to send it to you after you had commented on the 5¢ 1$47 cover . 
The letter contains my opinion on that cover. Evidently you do rot care to make 
any cOfIl1ent which is okay ,·lith me. In the future I will not bother to exchange 
views \-lith you on any controv rsio.l itan. You 'eturned to me the photo and 
P. F. certifica.te "dthuut <my expression vlhat.soewr . 

I assume that you took offense t I-.ry re:tna.l!'ks about the P. F. Committee. 
I certainly (;a11t CVCIY \ford I stated and I have no apology to offer . It is being 
recognized all OVt 1"' the country that the Committee is an absolute joke. I have 
been engaged in philatelic researc. l!ork on 19th U. S. since 1915 and I believe in 
all the yearo I have accumula.ted some knowledge of the bject . It is damn serious 
business '-then a committee posing as M "F..xpert COmMit.teeH condemns such a rare piece 
as the \!"terhouse 3¢ 1861 PIHK BLeCK. Of course nobo 'y "rr as cxrunined this i t em 
and "lith any real knolTledge of 19th U . 8 . > vTOuld take sucq. an opinion seriously but 
nevertheless their cer tificate silly nnci absurd as it really is, does cast a shadow 
on this block. ' 

Again I repeat and most emnhatically, the P. F. "xpert Co ttee is 
m.c.king a laughing stock of 6 rio s phil telic reseaTc} 'W:) I'll:, and I believe that 
everyone nho has been engaged. in such work with me holds the sarne opinion. I have 
been trying to co-operate "lith the Committee ever since it \-Tas organized and have 
nev r chnrged them any fee but hereafter when any opinion is requested of me, I in
tend to charge t ern. a fee the same as anyone else. 

I \-ras infOl'JIl~ that you passed on the 5¢ lB47 cov r , hence I t ook the 
matter up with you as a personal matter. Had I wanted the matter referred to the 
Co:nmit tee I could have \,ll'it ten them ~self. 

From the tone of the above letter you will surely note that I took offense 
at your letter. 

Yours etc., 



Confederate Postal History 
• BY EUGENE V. CONNETf 

An increasin~ interest in Con
federate postal history becomes 
more evident everv day. Here is 
an item fr_om a contemporary 
New YorK newspaper which 
5h ows some light on how the 
Confederate PoSt Office operat
ed at a, profit! 

••••• 
Corporal Merrill, recently re

le?sed fr6m imprisonment at 
Richmond, thus describes the 
facilities afforded to the federal 
prisoners for obtaining letters: 

"Respecting the facilities for 
mail delivery to the prisoners, I 
feel constramed to record a fact 
which was highlv creditable to 
the sympathetic feelings of the 
Union officers, and correspond
ingly to the discredit of the 
Confederate authorities. At! one 
period some three hundred let
ters, addressed to the Union 
prisoners, had accumulated at 
the Postoffice, and were with-

~held from their owners for 
~ nearly a fortnight. As soon as 

the Union officers were made 
aware of this fact, they inquired 
as to the cause, and were in
formed that the authorities de
clined to deliver them until the 
postage was paid, and as they 
believed that but few of the pri
vates had any pecuniary means, 
they had determined to with-

hold them. Upon this explana
tion the Union officers directed 
that the letters should be deliver
~d forthwith, and that they 
would pay the postage, 'which 
amounted to some twenty-five 
dollars. The Confederate au
thorities invariably exacted seven 
cents per letter on delivery at 
the prison, notwithstanding that 
the five cents Confederate post
age was prepaid by the writers 
in an enclosure to General 
Wool." 

The prison referred to by 
Corporal Merrill was Libby Pri
son in Richmond to which many 
of the Union soldiers captured 
at Manassas were first taken. I 
wonder if anyone has a covet 
wWch might have been involved 
in the above transaction? A re
cord of evidence of paymentl of 
the seven cents extra postage 
would be extremely interesting 
philatelically. In my modest col
lection of prisoner of war let
ters I have only one received by 
a prisoner. He was captured at 
Bull Run and received the letter 
on the battlefield shortly before 
he was captured and sent to 
Libby Prison in Richmond. He 
returned this cover, with a list 
of men captured with him, to 
his family in New York by an
other soldier. 



ed on a 12c red and green. 
Upon the 30c dark green and 
magenta is the pilot -seated in 
plane and dated "1892-1920". 

CZECHOSOLVAKlA-Post
als-Three large horizontal pic
torials show examples of the fine 
old buildings which are the 
country's pride. Upon the 30h 
is the ancient clock-tower and 
steep-roofed building's of Tabor 
which surround it. The arcaded 
streets and old gate are the 
pride of Prachatice, on the 4Sh 
carmine. A view of mighty 
Palace walls, bridges, chape~ 
and more walls are impressive 
on the 60h gray green. 

...... T, 4.4.10"'''''' ... _.I v.n.., JI4..l '-'. I"lr.. ':U.11):4.1'C 

value, 60hal, marked the Inter
national Motorcycle Race, ac
cording to the Postal Adminis-. 
tration, as well as a trio of ad
hesives showing architectural 
sights which are titled "Beauties 
of Our Towns." Values are 
30hal, 45hal and 60hal. The In
ternational Philatelic Exhibition, 
Praga 1955, whch closed Sept. 
25, was marked with two minia
ture sheets, one perforated and 
the other imperforated, with 
each containing the same five 
'Stamps with denominations of 
30hal, 45hal, 60hal, 75hal and 
1.60k. The design depict arch
itectural sights of Prague. 

FINLAND - A 25 markkl 
denomination goes on sale Nov. 
1 to commemorate the 50th an
niversary of the founding of the 

city of Lahti. The design pic
tures what is probably the town 
municipal building. Three semi
postals will be released Nov. 24 
with the additional charge aid
ing the Red Cross of Finland. 
Values will be 10m plus 2m, 
15m 3m, and 25m plus 5m. 

The will show a 



Mr. Eugene V. Connett 
170 Turrell Ave., 
South Orange~ N. J. 

Dear Mr. Connett: 

V D k Mac Bndei 
744 Bro d itr e 
N~ 'ark 2, N. J. 

Octo b er 13 th, 195 5 • 

I read with considerable interest your item published under 
the heading "Confederate Postal History" in Mekeel's Weekly of October 
7, 1955. Particularly, as it had a bearing on one of my pet subjects, -
Confederate prisorer-of-war letters, etc. 

I never heard the statement you quoted from a letter by one 
of the Union soldiers held in Libby Prison, to the effect that "The 
Confederate authorities invariably eKacted seven cents per letter on 
delivery at the prison, notwlthwtanding that the five cents Confeder
ate postage was prepaid by the writers in an enclosure to General 
Wool." Frankly, I doubt that any such rate was ever "officially" im
posed, and believe that instead it was probably an attempt at some 
petty thievery. Sure1y there was no official 7c rate nor a 2c fee 
for delivery of mail anywheres in the Conf'ederacyl 

I have several covers and letters to and from men held in 
Libby Prison, and ave seen and know of many more. The postage on all 
of them was either at the 5c-lOc Conf'ederate rates, and/or the 3c-6c 
Union rates for thru-the-line letters. 

I thought you would like to have these comments, and I hope 
you keep on puhlishing any other interesting items you may run across 
bearing on Confederate postal his tory. 

MacB/HK 

c. c.: EarlAntrim 
T.N. Parks 
L. L. Shenfield 
T .1tl. Crigle r ,Jr. 
G. N.Malpass 
S.B.Ashbrook 
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STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

tzt LOEB ARCADE MINNEAPOLIS 3. MINNESOTA 

10/20/55 

Dear stan: 

Do you have an record of auction prices 
on any of the 12¢ '51 printed on both sides? 

I have a chance to buy one of these stamps, 
used, a fair copy that probably is as good as 
any of the very few known examples. I believe 
it will cost me around $800. I had one when I 
was a kid but not the same one I can now buy. 

Now this is strictly a business deal and 
I insist that you send me a bill. 

stamp business only average but I've been 
plenty busy just the same . This blamed price 
list I put out takes a great deal of time---
particularly when it comes to collecting the 
money due me! 

I filled out the blank for the R.D.P. an0 
recommended Perry as per our conversation . If 
you do likewise we may be able to put him over. 

Sincere regaras , 

/ 
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Hr . L. G. ,l'ookmrul, 
103 Lo b cade, 

Jti.nneapolis 3, lIinn. 

Dear Colonel Brookman: 

Oct . 22, 1955. 

Replyihg to y U""s of the 20th . 1 hav nev€r been very 
enthusiast::'c about t ineo that I call "f:.:oeaks . 1! I never took 
much interest in them. I call a l2¢ 1S51 "freak ll and as such 
I never bothered to make MUch of a r cord of such that came up 
in sale" . 

Uorthin ton had a. copy - it was Lot ll6 in the sale by 
J.1orgenthau on Aufl' , 21 2 1917. The sale plica ~kS 175 . 00, This 
is the only ~ th:.t r ever recorded in ntr files . I have a 
record of t CO~T you ovned. I find you urote ne about. it on 
11urch 15, 1942 (cost t you 10. 00) . I also havo a photo (front 
and back) of th Duveen copy - pr:..nts sent to Clla e by Charley 
Phillips yea a o . I suspect this \las the lorthington copy. The 
back shous parts of two stunps . 

I am Clwfully sorry that I do not hav more da~a to send to 
you. 

\lith best -

Cordially, 

Gene'~al Ashbrook 







r 

". 

hr'. Karl Jaeger" 
2106 Ellin", on road, 

ColumbIa 12, Ohio. 

Dear It". Jaeger: 

Oct. 25" 1955. 

Thanks very much for your kindness in the loan of your cover from 
Y~lbourne" w ich I am returning h ewith with the other covers that you 
included. 

Your cover is different roT'l the one th~t I illustr ted in my 
article in the IIStamp Specialist" but it is from the sa'!le origin but to a 
different address in f,ichmond, Va. I assume tt~t both covers indicate that 
the original date of ·fay 2~th -ras taken as the dead line for sending mail into 
the seceded states. The I ell York po('tl~k has t is date and the letter was 
not sent to Richmond tut was sent back to ~an . Our r.1te to Australia at 
that pe_'iod" "Via '1arsdlles" was 39¢ per * ounce aTld 45¢ per -i oz. The sum 
paid at 11elbourne was one shilling pence 0::- approximately 39¢ in our money 
(24 plus 16) . I am not uite su ~e as to the meqning of the II a" on both covers 
but I assULle this was aence and \tas the sum ue from the ender for having his 
let.ter returned to him. 

Regarding your other covers . 

Cover from Brazil. There is no date on Vis cover but I judge the Use 
l'laS in the late eighteen sixties. This letter was brour,ht to 10\-1 York by a U. S. 
majl stcal'Tl€r and the st eomship rate from a foreign country with whom \-Ie had no 
treat y was lO¢ . The 3¢ 1861 was recognized" hence 7¢ was due from the addresoee. 
I suppo::>e t e '~rit r thought the Bra:dl stamp \1ould pny t e Brazilian postage and 
the 3¢ ' 61 the U. S. After the Civil \'lar number ofsouthern people emigrated to 
Brazil. This letter might have been from such a soorce. 

3¢ 1869 cover. A letter frN!l a Hissionm'Y. These were sent in batches 
under se}Xlrate cover to New York and nailed. Lxarn.ples suc as this are quite 
well known. 

32 "tamped Envelope. No year date of use. This was ev:ldently a use 
in the lute lS70 's and was Rent under t' e U. P. U. rate of 5¢ . I judge this had a 
2¢ stamp which is miSSing. Of cou~e" it is possible that it "got by" the poctal 
clerks at Chicago with only 3¢ paid when 5¢ should have been. 

Again referring to your 3¢ 1869 cover. I do not recall en article in 
"f:tamps ll on a CO'ler in t is class, but of course there rdght have been one, or 
mention of such an item. I believe that such covers are relatively 6c,!"rce rut not 
rarB . The nature of such a cover uould hardly l!'.ake it command much of a premium, 
( in Ir\'1 opinion) . 

'Qe I Rave eQ¥~t! for sale? The anSl-ler is :yes" in t is '.!my - I am at 



, 

• 1(2. . 1r. Karl Jaeger - Oct. ~5 , 1955. 

times given collections to didpose of for the estates of deceased riands . 
At present I am dispersing t he collection of y late riend Harold If. Stark of 
Ann Arbor, Hic . If I n across any items that I think might be of interest 
to you I .. till be lad to f'end than to you for a look. 

5¢ 1847 to France. There ras never a 5¢ rate to France in the 1840' s 
or 1850's ut mail was sent Via England \-lith paynents of 5¢ . Postage frOJlI the 
U. S. frontier l1<lS collected from the addressee. This"fa before we had a po"tal 
treaty \ ith Fi'ance. 

I charge fees for the authenticat ion of vd.luable covers, signing same 
on the back, with a description of the rate, ~oute, etc., acconpanying the item. 
'W minimum fee is ,5 .00. I chrree 2.00 for a photogrnph of a cov r, or a 
sup rb color slide @ 1 . 50. If ou would like to see amples I will r71adly submit . 

I also issue a monthly "Service" for uhich I charee 100 per annum. In 
these issues I discuss 19th U. S. and our po tal istory. I \-li11 be Clad to submit 
a ne.rnple coW. 

I am pI ased to eimburse you for the forwardinf posta e inasmuch as I 
requ sted a loan of your co r . 

Sincerel r yours , 

P. S.--A query in your former letter. Mr. Oi tz did not make any mention 
in his book re - the accuracy of 1fr. eagan's state.ment. 

S. B.A. 



TELEPHONE 

PLAZA 7- 446 0 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE 0. INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H.R . HARMER B . O.HARMER 

F . T. BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY 

H·R-HARMER,INc. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

6, WEST 48T !-l STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ALSO A T 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , W , I. 

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET , SYD NEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE , NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

' PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION 

19th 
October 
1955 

I am enclosing from the Caspary collection an unrecorded example 
of doubling in "Twelve Cents". 

We are naturally of the OpInIOn that this is a painting job, but would 
appreciate your confirmation on this point. 

I must apologize for sending you these items basically one at a time 
but we are coming across them at odd moments and wish to get them 
through to you so that that part of the sale can be completed. 

An envelope, sufficiently stamped for return is enclosed. 

BDH:E 
Enclosure 
Dictated by but signed 
in the absence of Mr. Harmer 

ALL STAMPS O N OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS 

Sincerely yours , 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 

/3~,~ 
;1/ 

Director 

EMPLOYEES BONDED 

.' 
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Ur. Bernard D. Harmer, 
I H .R .Harmer~ Inc.~ 

6 rest 48th ft ., 
~e\"1 York 36, N.Y. 

Dear Bernard; 

• 

Oct . 25, 1955. 

Heradt. t e 12~ 1851 as per· ours of the 19th. 
You are quite r:i.ght - "this is a "painting" and not a gen
uine double transf • The 12¢ plate (lIo. 1) did not pro
duce DI1Y such a vnriety "8 t .is . The stamp cones fro:. the 
bot tom row of one of the t, 0 panC3, neithcr of Ihich had 
such a va . ty. 

The enclo"cd fake lias no doubt nade by t e Sal!le 

lIart st" l.mO mde a copy that I TOte about :in nw "s vicell 

Issue of Jul 1954. I 8I!l enclosi a two clipped sheets 
frorl the issue together lith photo pritlt . You can return 
&t your conv~~ence. 

No fee en this stamp. 

With recards -

Cordia~ yours, 



TE L EPH O NE 

PLAZA 7 - 4460 

A P P RA ISA L S FOR SAL E, 
PROBAT E & INSURANCE 

D I RE C T ORS 

H . R . H ARM ER S . D . HARMER 

F . T . B UC K MARGA RET MAHONEY 

H · R·HARMER , INc. 
INT ER NAT I ONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

6 W E S T 4 8 TH S T R E E T 
N EWYOR K 36, N.Y. 

A L SO AT 41 N E W BOND STREET, LONDON, W L 

A N D 2 b CASTLE R E AGH ST R E ET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLI SHED O V ER 50 Y EARS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas A venue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. A shbrook: 

C A BLE S 

H AR ME RS ALE , NEW YOR K 

LEADING AUCTIONE ERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE S T AM P S 

AUCTION E ERS OF THE 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT' COLLECTION 

21 st 
October 
1955 

Herewith are two further items from the Caspary Collection, as 
follows: 

1. United States 1857 5c perforated, mint. 

2. A cover to Belgium bearing eight (8) copies of the same 5c, in
cluding pairs; also a 1 c. A beautiful cover despite the fact that 
another stam p,probably a 1c was removed ~double rate by Amer
ican Packet which calls for 42c). 

In our opinion the color of the 5c is the Indian red, or what the Scott 
catalogues calls henna brown. We would like to get your esteemed 
opinion as to whether you agree with this. 

Stamped self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 

HB:E 
Enclosure 

ALL STA M PS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED A GAINST ALL RI SK S 

Sincerely yours , 

H . R. HAR MER, INC. 
/' 

)" I { , yeA ~ 
H. J. Bloch 

EMPLO Y EE S BO N DED 



H. R. Haro 1', Inc., 
6 :est 48th St ., 

I 
I 

~e:l Yor1: 36 .Y. 

D ar ·,r. Bloch: 

Oc • :'.5, 1955. 

Atte ion: " . t.J.Bloc 

Herel1ith th 5¢ 1857 - "'yp I - nint '-' d the 5¢ 1857 COy r to 
Belgium as per yours 0 the 21 t . 

1) 5¢ 1857 Type I, P rfor~t d, un ed,o. g . In ~ opinion, t.is 
is th, Indian Red, a mint copy. I nade a. photOgl<lP 1 of t is trunp by ultr -
violL;t .n1 could not di e:ov.r any trace of a cancel rE!lJoved. The fum on t 
back is original in nv opinion. here see.'!lS to be a sliBht defect(?) in the 
hair ov(,r the right eye - You might examine this c refully llmer a cod mic
roscope. The bottom row of perfs seemed atTfully sharp to • This shade is a 
bit light . 

2) COY r +"0 Bel ium. All of the 5¢ 1857 Type I are the Inr ian Red or 
S. U. S. "Henna. " (Personally I prefer "Indian J .11) They are excellent examples 
of the color. The center line copies are q ito desirabl . St '. s used rom new 
01'1 ans in January 1859 though these co pi s I I" surely is sued a ye l' earlier. 
Very unusual to find perfs dOl.Tl the center line of Indian ed copies. From Tew 
Orleans to Boston to Ne\'i York, thence by ericnn Packet, Via French rail 0 2l¢ 
per i oz. or 42¢ per ! oz . A l¢ 1857 missing . The Boston narking in red on 
face is faded out but it must have had a credit m :rk' of n§, II th U. p. share "18¢ . " 

I have no record of a COY l' dth as nany as copies of the Indian Red; 
This cover is genuine in 11 respects ,'lith the exception of t e . ssing l¢ stamp. 

No fee for the 5¢ mint copy. A fee of 5.00 for the cover. I have 
signed the latter on the back . 

\lith regards -

Cordially yours, 



.. 
M E M 0 from the desk of ••• 

THE BOOKKEEPER 

Mr.Stan1ey B Ashbrook 

-1- 5¢ 1857 Type 1 per:f. unused o.G 

2 - Cover to Belgium 

Fee I 5.00 enclosed as per 
your letter o:f Oct. 25th 

Oct . 27 1955 

'ith thanks 

H. R. HARMER, INC. • 6 WEST 48th STREET • NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 









CHARLES J. AFFLECK COLLECTOR 

34 PEYTON STREET UNITED STATES and CONFEDERATE 

WINCHESTER. VIRGINIA STAMPS and CURRENCY 
~~-.oI\, 
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l1r . Chas . J . , cck, 
34 Peyton St ., 

vIinchester, Va. 

Dear ~. Affleck: 

Oct. 22, 1955. 

It was J'lO~t kind of you to write me about the neu It~" block 
and to end photostat of it . lay I make a request? I' ould 
like v .ry much to ake a f e photograph of the bock and if 
agreeable to you .. I would like to 1 blish an article in "STA.!PS II 

about it, you eiving me ihal. data regarding it th"t you would like 
for me to JI ntion al\Ythin th t YOll mu1d not care to have 
publi!'>hed. 

And lastly may I inquire, is the block for sale, and if so, 
would you care to place it in mv hands to be sold for you? 

I do thank you for your kindness and if you do not care to 
comply \lith my request as above, I assure you, it will be perfectly 
okay. 

Sincerely yOt~s, 

'.~ 



CHARLES J. AFFLECK 

34 PEYTON STREET 

WINCHESTER. VIRGINIA 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

COLLECTOR 
UNITED STATES aDd CONFEDERATE 

STAMPS aDd CURRENCY 

c 

'. 
Thank you for your letter of the 22nd and 

I am glad to send you the block of C.S.A. T-E-N's 
so that you may write an article for "Stamps". 

Dr. F. C. Beavers and the writer discovered 
this rare Confederate block of twenty-two T-E-N's 
in an old Southern Mansion near the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. The unusual block was in a frame 
with other Confederate papers and had been in this old 
home since the war. 

This block is unique in that it has an ex
ceptionable wide margin on the left, evidently is the 
upper left corner block and also contains number 62, 
which is the only position not retouched. 

As you know, the stamp was issued April 20th, 
1863. The earliest known date concellation is April 
24th, 1863. The sheet consisted of one pane of 100 
stamps.Because of the poor transferring, 99 out of 
the 100 stamps were recut or touched-up. Position 
No. 62, was the only position not retouched. The 
plate was of copr er and did not wear too well. The 
stamp was withdrawn shortly after its issuance be
cause Davis' aide, Col. W. H. Browne, told Mrs. 
Davis the likeness was more of a resemblance to 
Lincoln than to that of her husband, Jefferson. The 
total number issued was somewhere between 800,000 
and 1,000,000 stamps. Colors range from a light 
milky blue to a deep, rich shade of blue. The ratio 
of unused and used cmpies is about the same. 

For your information, D~ F. C. Beavers, is 
owner of a large drug store in this city and the 
writer, C. J. Affleck, retired from General Mills, 
Inc., also secretary-treasurer of The Valley stamp 
Club. Both are members of the Confederate Stamp 
Alliance. 



1 

Page two. 

This block was acquired jointly by Dr. Beavers 
and the writer. We have given no thought to selling the 
block but due to the fact it is jointly owned, we will 
eventually have to make some division and may consider 
selling. 

We are proud of these stamps and are glad we 
can bring them out in the open for others to enjoy. 

october 24, 1955 

SinCerelY~~ 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 



L 

~. C. J. I ~leck, 
34 reyton St., 

\. inchester .. Va. 

Dear Mr. ~fleck: 

Cct . 27, J'<)55 . 

, } erepith I returninz your block or the 
Conf'cd r ... te ''1 1:1 together with check to cover our 
fonmroJ.l1b posta e . Lat~ I Hill send yo t 0 print ... 
of ttc p oto ph t·~t I made. 

Ag in thank ry ru • 

Si.I1C ely yours ~ 

I 



• , 

Mr. C. J. Affleck, 
34 Peyton St., 

tiinchester, Va . 

Dear Hr. Affleck: 

Oct. 26 , 1955. 

Thanks very much for your 1ni.ndn ss in ending ne your block of 22 of the 
Confed ~r'ate "TEU. " I will cturn it to you . ooorro 1 after mak:inr a '7ood photo
graph of it. 

For your inforrmtion and that of D • Beavers, I "'ould like to correct 
some of the data in your lett r. Your inforr ti n \fc-a confused uith the "Frame 
Line plA.4-e" ~.nd evidently cane fr'm some of rrw published urticles on that plate 
of past years. For e:':ample, both the 1l'I'ErJ'l' plate am the FrarJ.e Line lnte lere 
conper plates, however, the Frame lime plate w s one of ,100 "'ubjects, Hhereas 
the "'1' "U" 1,late uas one of 2( 0 subjects . 

Back in the middle nm teens started to reconstruct the Fr8J!le Li.>'le plate 
and was later join in n:rr 't.:crk by the lnte Edw.:lrd S. Kna.pp . I am still l'Torking 
on that pla.ting and have definitely located 97 of the 100 positions. I have three 
different varreties t t belong in my ttree vacant positions but mat rial i r so 
scorce I have not been able to identify the positions of l'I\V three. I" s the 
first to discover th·t 99 positions on t e Frame Line pl te re recut and one 
position had no recuttL"1g" viz., f}.fS:. on the plate of 100. 

Hr. Knapp and I supposed t e "Ten" p1 e 'as also one of 100 and early in the 
nineteen twenties we start ed to reconstruct the plate but after our t· ork had J.ro
gress d quite a bit, lie disco 'ered the plate contained 200 ubjecto, so Ie abandoned 
our work. No one has ever recon tructCd the entire plate. 

In the very fine book by our own General August Di etz of the C. S. A., ent itled" 
"The Postal Service of The Confederate Stat s of Anerica t " the author gave quite a 
descript· on of both plates and illu tr ted the follmling blocks of the" WI : 

A block of 30 - 6v x 5H 
A II II 24 - irregular 
A " " 24 - I' 

I do not seeo to have a record of a larger bock t an the above one of 30. I note 
tha.t your block is from the left pane and contains several minor double transfers. 

I have heard the story that Hrs . Davis was disploosed . t the "TENII stamp be
caus e th i ad resembled thnt of Lincoln, but I seriously doubt if there is any 

truth in same. 

1.fy father was a soldi er of the "Lost CauDe,, " one of ItMorgan' s Men" hence II\V 
inter st in the postal history of the C. S •• 



• 
t 

;"2 . 1~. C. J . Affleck - Oct. 26, 1955. 

I run enclos';n~ a list of the earliest knO\m dc:tes of use of C. S. A. . 
stamp • 

gain many thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 



- .1IIIIIIII' 

Maurice JAM E T Paris , le 28/10/ 55 

X· 

Dera Mr Ashbrook , 

Mr Stanley B. ASHBROOK 

P . O. Box 31 

33 N. Ft Thomas Avenue 

~£~!_!~2~!~l._~~ 

( Etats-Unis) 

Please find herewith 
four CO Ters . I should be much obliged 
if you would have a lo . k at them and sign 
them in case they are genuine . 

-

ce , 
Thank you very much in a dvan l 

Yours sincerely , 



Maurice JAM E T 

10, rue d'Alger 

PAR ISler 

POUR EXPERTISE 

Paris, Ie 28 Octobre 1955 

Mr Stanley B. ASHBROO~ 

P.Oe Box 31 

33 N. Ft Thomas Avenue 

FORT THOMAS, Ky 
..., .... --------

(Etats-Unis) 

1) Une lettre portant un New York 5c., obI. plume et cachet a 
date rouge New York 

2) Une lettre portant un 3Cts U.S.A. obl. du cachet marron 
Paid dans un cercle, a cate cachet marron Jamaica Yr 

l()1t Une lettre portant un 3Cts, un ~cts noir, et une band. 
---- de 3 du 5Cts des U.S.A •• LiS deux premiers obl. du cachet 

a date noir, 1a banda de 3 du cach. a date bleu. Sur 1a 
lettre cachet bleu Et. Unis Serv Am. D. Havre 

4) Une lettre portant un 5Cts et un 10Cts U.S A., ainsi 
qU'un 10Cms Emp. dent. France Sur la lettre cach. a date 
New Orleans, ainsi que la griffe "Trouve ~ la Boite". 

60.000.-

15.000.-

8.000.-

8.000.-

91.000 -
H .... ------.. -



Hov. 8, 1955. 

Hr . Uaurice Jamet, 
2 ue '!'aitbout, 

ris 9, France . 

DellI' 1"Y' . J t: 

an I 
of 

I '1"': :i,'oturni '-'10 .:oU!' it. 15 contained in Y ,)Ul"S of October 28th 
to rel"or t.lllt all r gen11ine. I enclose signed photo prints 

I 11 vc also authem.licatcd ch one on t c r erae side. 

I lIould like very much t.o purch fe i c.1"l No . 3 . If agreeable to you kindly 
return 't to!':J.e dth your price and I 'Iill rc it by re-c.urn mail. I am quite sure 
your price til be fair . In case you \1ill sell it to !Ie I '\1ill remit my examina
t . on feo . 

fees fo tie four covers are as ~cllm'ls: 

It o. 
Item No. 
Item :0. 
Iterl l~o . 

1 - 5¢ 1ml York ••••• • •••• • •••••••• •• • 5. 00 
2 - 3¢ It-57 - Jamaica t ••••.•••••••• 3.00 
3 - IJ T Orl,ans to Franc ••••••• • •••• 5. CO 
4 - 5¢ 1862 plus 10~ ' 61 •••• ••. •••••• ~ 

!Jlb.OO 

With every good rlish - believe me 

Cordially yours , 

P. S.- is son Stanl y B. Asnbrook, Jr . is lI. ''Qutenant in the U. S. tlavy am is 
attached to the U. S. Destroyer II~. II His hip left thi country last Saturday 
ond ",rill b in t 0 editerranean until somet.:..'U.e in Februaryt He hopes to g t a 
1 ave and 3pend a few days in Pari aro the ChriRtmas Holidays . I will ccni 
him a letter of introduction to you and no doubt you d Mrs . Jame-p can eive him 
some good advice regarding the best place" to buy such items as perfUlTle, etc . Any 
favors that you extend to him will be sincerely appreci ted by his Mother and I . 
Incidentally he is 25 and not nn;cried. 



'-

Telephone, GERRARO 4900 

BANKE RS: 

BARCLAVS BANK LTO.,PtCCAOILLV CIRCUS, 

LONDON, W.1. 

MANAGING D,RECTOR: O. BACHER. PH . D .• 
DIRECTOR: S. BACHER. 

MEMBERS BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY,COL.CLUB 
NEW YORK AND OTHERS. 

VALUERS FOR SALE . 
PROBATE & INSURANCE . 

Ok WE STMIN'STE°R" STAMP Co 
LIMITED 

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. STAMPS 

~c!lIOfMe 
1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLYCIRCUS. 

stanley B. Ashbrook,Esq., 
Fort Thomas. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

LDNDON, WI. 
Oct.3l,1955 

Thank you so much for yours of Oct.26 with additional ~emo re.PINK. 
I take my hat off to you, in admiration for your candour andoour~ge 

how you stand up, in private AND in publio, for causes you believe in. If there were 
more men like you, the world would be a better place. 

Would you be good enough to tell me what you make of the postmart. 
on enclosed pieoe? My searoh here was in vain. I am unable to establi h the postmarks. 
Very many thanks. 

With sincere persona.l wishes 

cordW . 
Otto Baoher 



stan18Y B. Ashbrook,Esq. 

33 N. Fort Thomas Ave . 

Fort Thomas 

-R' LONDON, w.,-' Ky. 

j .• No 81 0 3 USA 
• 

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. LTD., 
REGENCY HOUSE, 1.4, WARWICK STREET, 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS, LONDON, W.l. 



- ,...--,., ----.. 



Dr. O. Bacher, 
\vestminC'!te~1 C:tamp Co . , Ltd . , 

London, I • 1, En~land . 

De' r Doctor t 

Herm-lith I am ret.urning your block of six of' the 3~\ lS6l I do t'londer 
that the :c.arking bothered you, because, if it is genuine it is quite a 
scarce and unusual item so far as I am aware. It reads as foll~Ts: 

·fARICOPA 
Sep 7 
HELlS 

A.T. 

In ather words; l-hricopa ~lells , 'rizona Territory. I have never seen this 
markine before, hence it woul' be prosumptious f or me to exp"ess a definite 
opin:i.on egaldi~ it . I have no data in rrry files regarding it, hence I do not 
know if' it is an official postal mlrldng or one t l~t is unofficial - and private. 

Arizona l'ras created a Territory as of Feb. 24, 1863 and a state as of Fe"b. 
14, 1912 . It \"las originally a part of Ne\! ~1exico . I have a list of POBt offices 
dated 1867 but there was no such a post ol'fice at th-'lt tine. HOHever, an 1870 
list doe"" include it . Therefore, it scems probable that a post office was establish
ed there betvleen lS67 w..d 1870. Inquiry at Pa.shiIli ton would give the date. 

f I note t at there is a stati.on called lI.nricopa ll on tl e Santa Fe R. P. but 
l-/hether thin is the original lI~bricopa. Fells , 1I I do nat kn~T . 

Dr. Cru'roll Chace is our forenost authority on Territorials arId I uill !rite 
him to see if he can give me any data and I lli11 1 ite you later. 

lfu.rw thanks for your kind "'OroS . Hambers of the P. F. Expert Co::trnittee do no 
like for to disngrec \-lith their opinions . I run urging then -Co cnncel their 
certificnte on the PItIK block but I doubt if their pride will pe "mit such a course . 

-lith regards -

Cordially yours, 



,. C'o; .. o. (3.~ 
IA...t.>. . d"L t 

C?0 . ~ 

~ 



DR. CARROLL CHASE 
R. F. D. 1, MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ~ ~ , 4 r r 
~ ~ ,_~ -f 

~ {-<" ~ ~ ~ tEe.. 

'/k"",;<. P'" \J\{ ell! A:I. ~'. v1 ~ . 

~"-~~ I 
""-- \A..L~ 



, 

r . Curroll Cha~e , 
fI . F. D. 1, 

IU.lford, ! . H. 

De Doc: 

Dec . 1) , 1955. 

I enclo e a p.~oto "rint of an itC1!l sent to 
e b T Dr. Bacher of Lo 'on for a look. The strikes 
re in blue and the p oto sho f~ then up b tter th n 

t e original. I suppose you ~re familia' pith th' s 
rki rut in cane it me: t be unusual I am sending 

you this print . La.t r rort <mpson as able to 
supply e fit three covers, two lith 3. ' 61 none 
a 34: Pink 1861 env lope. 'i" 0 strik 5 in blu at' one 
in blaCK. I have cclor slides of all itel co in case 
you ~ ~ld liko to 5 e th • 

Keep t i~ print if you ~-lish it . 

fit 1 best Tis. as -

Cordially your , 

"11- ... - .,.. 



c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

9NSURANCE ~GENCY 
SUITE 1834 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 

SAINT LOU IS (2) 

ACCIDENT 
HEALTH 

LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGLARY 
Be HOLDUP 

AUTOMOBILE 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 
1-1640 

NOVEMBER 1, 1955 (9:30 P.~.) 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK, ESQ. 
P.O. Box 31 
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY. 

DEAR STAN: 
HERE IS A OOVER THAT NEEDS THE "OLD MASTERS" OONSIDERATION. 

I WAS AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA AT THE TMPS SHOW AND BOUGHT THIS OOVER FROM 
W. O. BILDEN - OF MINNEAPOLIS - JUST BEOAUSE IT DID No TMAKE SENSE TO ME. THIS LETTER 
IS DATE LINED "LIVERPOOL 4TH JULY 1863" - AND AT THE UPPER LEFT HAND OORNER OF THE 
SHEET IS THE WORD "ASIA" WHIOH I TAKE TO BE A TRANS-ATLANTIO STEAMER OF THAT PERIOD. 

ON . THE ADDRESS FAOE YOU WILL SEE THE NOTATION P PERSIA - AND IN THE UPPER RIGHT 
OORNER 1/- WHIOH I TAKE TO BE 1 SHILLING POSTAGE. (I DO NOT KNOW IF THAT IS THE 
OORREOT POSTAGE FOR THAT PERIOD OR NOT). THE LETTER IS ADDRESSED TO PHILADELPHIA. 
QUESTION: WHO PUT THE PAIR OF 1~ 1861 STAMPS ON THE OOVER - TIED BY THE POST~ARK OF 
PHILADELPHIA - JULY 16, 1863 - AND WHY WERE THEY PUT ON? IF IT OAME VIA THE "PERSIA" 
FROM LIVERPOOL - WHY IS THERE NO ENGLISH POSTMARK? IN 1863 THE DROP LETTER RATE MAY 
HAVE BEEN 1~ OR 2~ - FRANKLY I DO NOT KNOW - OR THERE MAY HAVE PEEN A OARRIER FEE -
BUT THE QUESTION STILL REMAINS - WHO PUT THE STAMPS ON ' E OOVER AFTER IT ARRIVED IN 
AMERIOA. lOAN SEE NO EVIDENOE THAT A STAMP HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM THE COVER - AND SO 
FAR AS I AM AWARE THERE WAS N8T A 3~ RATE FOR A LETTER WITHIN A OITY. 

THOUGHT 
WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE RELAXING A BIT - AND GIVING THIS "PROMBE~" A BIT OF 
WILL BE GLAD TO HAVE YOUR IDEAS OR OPINION ON THIS ONE. A SElF ADDRESSED 

STAMPED ENVELOPE IS ENOLOSED. 

ALL GOOD WISHES -

SINOERf:LY, 

C. OORWITH WAGNER. 

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and-Reliability 



r 

VQ' . C. Coruith 'legner, 
1834 Bontmen ' s Bank Fldg . , 

314 Noxt Broadl-lay , 
St . Louis 2, ?fo. 

Dear Con-lith: 

Nov. 5, 1955 . 

Hermdth your l¢ lS6l cover as per yours of t!1e 1st . This is "mat I 
call a "boot- legll ('over, that is, it \fea c rried privately from Liverpool to 
Philadelphia and mailed thore - therefore, ' shilling or /4¢ in post are was 
not }Xlid but instead the local delivery ;', te of 2¢ . The Act of l-ta.r . 3 , 1863 , 
effective July I, 1863 fixed the Drop Rate at 2¢ (hence the 2¢ B. J . ) end this 
rate included local delivery in those citi s uhere the delivery system had 
been inaugul4~ted . 

I note tha.t this letter \lent to the P. O. ~ of "Lhe addressee. As you 
will recall, the drop rat e ,-ms 1at~r reduced to l¢ in cities and tmms "'hich 
did not h ve free delivery service. 

Inside the letter is by '~Africall but on the outside it is "per Asia. " 
Both \OTere British mail ships of the Cunard Line. The \'n iter intended th- t the 
letter go in t e regulnr mail and no doubt he intended that it be prepaid wit' , 
a shilling stamp. Instead it was handed to someone who conveyed it to Phila
delphia or it could have been sent under separate cove? to some other business 
firm in Philadelphia ,>lith instructions to place it in tl email t ere. No doubt 
this is the logical solution. Incidentally, there liUS no suc a thing as a 
"Carrier Fee" after June 30, 1863 . 

~ Bilden is supposed to be quite a student of U. S. covers . Is it po~sible 
that he did not have an analysis for the cover . 

\/ith best wishes -

COdially yours , 



1851 3~ ORANGE BROWN STRIP OF 6 & PR ON COVER:POSl~~nl~u 
JULY 8th (8 DAYS AFTER ISSUE):RECEIVING CANCEL DATED 
JULY 20th 51:PLATE POSITIONS ON STRIP OF 6:71-76 RIE: 
POSITIONS ON PAIR 87-88 RIE:EX CHASE COLLECTION: 

CANCEL: VERY RARE ITEM. 



AT THE CLEVELAND' STAMP CLUB SKOW 
close one of our 2-WAY Auctions ..... It c01<"lu
the Cleveland Stamp Club Show OJ Sl..nday, Ft, l. l 

ial will be on display at our Bo~rsB 1a(lc an~ 
be entered any time dul' in{ the SlOW. Ma 1 Buv-
are not on our 2-WAY mailing 11St !'lhmJd ~(r.l 

of the catalogs. We accept mai 1 b4ds or • le<;, 



, 

~p'La~ 

STAMpaADE co. 
o 

CARNEGIE HALL - 1220 HURON ROAD 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas J Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

CLEVELAND 15. OHIO 

MAin 1·0909 March 29, 1955 

The enclosed clipping is from our February 4th HI-Hat Catalog. 
This Cover was stolen in the mails after the Sale had been 
completed and we had shipped it to the successful bidder. It 
sold for about $65.00. Obviously, it is the only Cover of its 
kind and since you watch all auctions and keep a record of such 
things t we wish to report the fact that it was stolen and if 
you ever see it crop up again, pl~ase notify the Postal author
ities so they can check back and see who the new owner might be. 
It was sold to a customer in California. 

Very truly yours, 

NPL:k 

STAMP-ADE CO. 

~1::! 



, 

la- . nelson P. LaGanke, 
fJ Stamp - ... Co., 

1220 Huron P.oo , 

Sept . 25, 1955. 

C \"e1nnd 15, Ohio. 

De r Hr. Garu.e: 

Lant 1 ch you urote me a 
that had been at Ie , Lot 24, in Y ur s of Feb. 
4th. I am '.10 erin if it s e1' r covered? If 
you have a phot raph of it I ~:i11 be Clad to in
clud a notice DJXi photo u.ph"in one of my monthly' 
issu 8 of ~ Sp'cial Service. 

l1ith kin est re::ards -

Cordia1~ yours, 



, 

1tetuue f', L~ 
STAMpaADE CO. 

o 
CARNEGIE HALL - 1220 HURON ROAD 

CLEVELAND 15. OHIO 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.O. Box 31, 
33 North E6r~ Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook; 

MAin 1·0909 
Oct., 1st, 1955. 

As far as I know the stolen Cover was never recovered. The 
P.O. Dept. paid my claim. 

I do not have a photograph of it. The only reproduction is 
the o~e on the HI-HAT Catalog, which in turn was produced 
by the offset printing process. The printer probably has the 
piece of film from which the plate was made. 



1\ 
Oct. 27, 1955. 

r.rr . Jack R. Dick, 
15 1. Slst St., 

Ne\( York 24, N.Y. 

Dear Jack: 

e - your CD vel' to S\-litzerland, he e is the data -

84¢ on covel to 5lVitzer1and 
(7 - lO¢ '61 - 1 - 12¢ '61 - 1 - 3¢ '61 = 84¢) 

From San Francisco Sep 21 1864 
"Via Prussian Closed :aU" 

Red ~ew York - date --'7 
"BR. PKT" - large red 1IZlJ." 

Rntes to 

NCYI'E 

S,·dtzerland in September 1864 
By Prussian Closed Mail - Unroid 15¢ 

Paid 33¢ 

By French Nail - 21 
42¢ 

p-r * oz. 
" ~ oz. 

By Eremcn Me.i1 - 19¢ per ~ oz . 

By Hambur~ 1, il - 19¢ per ?! OZ . 

1 P l' "2 oz.. 
II II 

- B4¢ 'Paid would appool to be by French Hail 0 21~\ per 1: ory . - (4 x 2J. = 84) 
Hmmvcr, in such a case the credit muld have b~en (b BR.PKT) h x 18¢ = 72¢ 
and the U ~S. shure h x 3¢ = 12¢ . 
A credit by uP. C. - . 11 of "24'1 indic tea 2 x 12¢ 0 fln ori in 1 rn.te of 
2 x 33¢ or 66¢ (~33¢) 
'1'he U. S. cro<Ut per i oz. - 7¢ p.ussian plus 5¢ to S,v;ltz€J'lnnd. 

,H" . : 

I surgest "oU eil ok the above el" eni! e th • 
Thb night h :va be _n pI pa:"d by ecnd r to go F-- nch ~ il but, 
York it \-Ias sent by n . C •• 11 al1u IIBr. Pkt . " to Eng1c.nd 

t • 
!~ 




