
Scrapbook No. 35 January 1, 1955 to March 23/1955 

l. Geo. E. Myers Dallas Be 30C 1860 Cover to Argentine 

2. Philatelic Foundation re 5C 10C47 Cover Lot 63 Dunham sale 

3. Jere H. Barr Re Listing 24C 1873 

4. Dr. O. Bacher Re Lot 66 in Dunham sale 

5. Sidney A Hessel Re Carrier Cancel on 24 1860 

6. Bob Laurence 1C 1851- Pl.4 Type? 

7. C.W. Remele Re R.R. cover to California 

8. Henry Meyer re Louisville &Cin S.B. Other "S.B." Marks 

9. Henry Meyer Re Fake Packets 

10. Raynor Hubbell 2C C.S.A. 1863 Red Brown Cover 

1l. Eugene Jaeger Re 24C 73 & 3C Env to France 

12. Ezra Cole - 4 covers 3C 51 to France Boston ship 8 

13. Millard H. Mack 1C 69 1875 1C 69 1850 

14. U.S. Treasury Circular Re Stamp illustrations 

15. Jack Molesworth Re 2C 69 Bisect Cover Re Livingston Re 5C N.Y. cover Boston Re 5C N.Y. Cover to 

Austria 

16. Gray Muzzy Re 15C Rate Cover to France Re 5C 56 Plus 10C 1855 

17. E. Cole Re 5C - 10C 1847 FAKE from Gerber 

18. E. Cole Re Cover to Spain RE 5C -10 47Cover Robson L. 

19. Edwin Trachsler Re 10C Confed Cover is it a K&B 

20. Lee Chadwick Re 5C Taylor 

21. Millard Mack 24d 1869 OFF 1(: 1869 Re-Issue 1880 
22. Millard Mack 

23. Marcus J Brown Re Comb Morton Letter & Ben Ashbrook 

24. Alfred H. Caspary Re Death 

25 J.G. Fleckenstein 5C 1857 + 1857=V Ex. Gibson 

26. Re. S.B.A. Atlanta Confed P.M .P. 

27 . Ezra D. Cole re 10C 1847 H.S. of a - Yellowed 

28. H. Schuyler Cole re 1C51 - & RRIE 9RIE also 3C 51 BISECT - LOWELL 

29. H.R. Harmer Inc. Re 5C61 Butt Cover Fake 

30. Jack Molesworth 5C57 on cover brown Type I - Earliest Use 

3l. Ezra D. Cole 3 covers from Perry Fuller sale 2/23-1955 

32. Yahan Mozian Die Proofs -10C 1855 30C 1860 

33. H.G. Duckworth Re Confed Cover Express mail? 

34. S.G. Rich Re "Essays" 

35. Lee Chadwick Re Various Items 

36. R.M. Moltz - 1 51 PI. 1 E - IliA. 

37. John A. Fox 24C 1869 cover - 2C Missing 

38. Judge H.J.Lemley - 3 covers 

39. Millard H. Mack Re: 90C 1869 Re Issue 

40. Raynor Hubbell- Re C.S.A. 20C Green 

4l. Maj . John C. Avery Re Lodge KY 

42 Geo. N Malpass Re 2C B.J. Bisect 

43. L.J. Heyman Two Confeds - Off 



· 44. Philatelic Foundation laC 47 to Toronto 

45. Tracy W. Simpson Re Fake 3C51 Bisect Lowell 
~, 

46. M.e. Blake Re. various covers 

47. Raynor Hubbell Re 14 Stampless covers 

48. Paul Christopher Re 1C57 - 7R16 

49. Lee Chadwick Re laC 1847 

50. Geo. W. Linn Re: 3C61 + 1C51 Carrier 

5l. E.e. Krug Re 5C 1857 Brick red Re 24d61 Red Lilac 

52. Jack Molesworth 10C57 Type V 5C 56 Henna? 

53. D.W. Garber re $300 -400 Columbians 

54. Pat Herst Jr. Re Cover laC 47 Plus 5C47 

55. Marcus Brown Re laC CSA Bisect Chapel Hill Texas 

56. Dan Kelleher Re laC 57 Block Re1869 Inverts 

57. Jack Molesworth re 1C 1851 on cover Re 1C51- 4R1L Cover 

58. M .e. Blake Re e.S.A. Flag ofT. Cover Savanna Geo. 

59. M . Jamet 16 Covers to Pass On 

60. Nelson La Ganke Re Cover Lost in Mail 

61. B.F. Evans Re 5C 57 Henna 

62. D. Pollard Re Don Grieve Cover Donahue California 

, 
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BELMONT STAMP COMPANY 
5843 VICKERY BOULEVARD 

DALLAS 6, TEXAS 

r r. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 ~~ . Fort 'l'homas .... venue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky . 

Dea.r _ .r. ashbrook: 

GEORGE E. MYERS, Proprietor 

January 3, 1955. 

I am enclosing here.,i th for your exomina tion and comment a 
cover originating in .... ew York City in 1860 and addressed to 
Buenos ~~ires, rgentina, which, according to manuscript notations 
and postal markings traveled via the stee.m.er "BRdlli~J" via London 
and Southampton. rhe cover is franked with 33¢ in postage, repres­
ented a single copy of US if 26 (tied) and a single copy of US # 38 , 
which latter is not tied to cover but is overlapped by the low 
value . 

The cover is submitted for an op~n~on as to its probable gen­
uineness before submitting it to the Philatelic ffoundation for a 
formal certificate of authentication, in the event that it should 
pass muster with you . 

Should there be a charge for your exucrination and opinion it 
will of course be paid in advance or after return of the cover as 
you may prefer • 

. e enclose 33¢ in stamps for its return by registered mail . 

Yours very sincerely, 

MEMBER OF: Am erican l'hilatelic Society (No. 11114). Society of Philatelic Americans (No. 9806), Bureau ISBues Association (No. 1688). Precancel Stamp 
So~iety .(No. 13-1214). National Philatelic. Soci~ty (No •. 58.2). Confederate Stamp Alliance. (No: 137) .. Canadian Philatelic S~iety (NO. ~876). Trans-Mississippi 
Phllatehc Society (No. 1143). Texas PhIlatelic ASSOCIation (No. 7-623). Oklahoma PhIlatelic SocIety (No. 292). New MeXICO Philatelic Association (No. 90) 
Missouri Philatelic Association (No. 393). Peninsular State Philatelic Society (No. 1102). American Airmail Rociety (No. 3551). • 



25065 
Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 l orth Fort Thomas ..;.venue , 
Fort Thomas, Yentucky 
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Jan. 5, 1955. 

e.r 111' • • · ... yers: 

H-r • it'1 COV l' to the . :rentine 
10'1 -<Llb yo 1 60, .:. ... , 

i orm y u t ..... t in 
I.have 0 e l~rscd it 

30¢ 1'1.'0. I 011 pI .... d to 
cov r if"! cnuine in evcry.... .. oct, n 

?h !" tc to the Argent' 1e R public t t ... t time 
In!~ u h Os t lCZ'O was n d' ect U. S. !Do. ., l'nc to (outh 
ti e ; rn.: il "IaS sent Via Lne and ... and thcnce by ritish 

pE'r 2 ounce. 
.... t that 

Th, Jr York r03~ rk (red) on thl! buc'.. 5' rnIO, "II I ~ 01'1- - I'ov 2.4 -
• A kt . r: .~ rccords s 0\1 ~h<1t on ov. 24, _,v 0 a 81.' P of t e Br-Q;jcn Lin 1/ 

sailed t. 'th the U. c . mail for Br' l~ Vi" f"'outh:.un.pton &. Havre . .fn:·l by t ':'s 
linc .. Tn::- at t. e expense of the U •• P. I •• , thus :IJ. er ct. . II Of thi" 33¢ 
rate, til 6 a of t U. f . ,as '-l¢ \Ul'CY' the' U. ~ . - J,J. "tioh POft~.l Treaty -
vritain' s .... h :.l'e 'l.:a~ 12¢" thu t lC red pen f'12" on the fl'ce or the cover . 
T' ' . t' US·· f .,"),!. 4 • ~ r'" (It "'"eel' n~ ft vms ne • • ere :1.'r. 0 .L 'i' VO ... le 1":1.1:.::'..8.1 • •• . .. pre ,nu c':.r:r~ r,e 
by Erit.i 11 ~:a.il Jhip to th .. rgcntine of ~ pence st rling (j2¢ U. c • ) . • 

,verythint; is p,rfcctly ro ulec and in 0 del' bout t is err" 1 nee 
t' ere is no CJ.U ",t·on in rw mir j but· 11ll't it is abso"utely enuj 1~ . 

Incidenta.lJ..y, ccvers to the /.rgentinc :from tIl 
p riod re v ry much rarer than encrclly suppa 00. 
fell records . 

u. c . ~t this e ly 
lV f il .:> cont in very 

1·W fee for the above authent' ca.t· on and analysis is ,5 . 00. PAID Sincerely y ura" 

• 



BELMONT STAMP COMPANY 
5843 VICKERY BOULEVARD 

DALLAS 6, TEXAS 

GEORGE E. MYERS, Proprietor 

; 

January 8th, 1955. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 iJ. Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr . shbrook: 

i/e are pleased to enclose herewith our Check No . 1173 in the 

~~ount of ~ 5.00 to cover your fee for examining and authenticating 

the 1860 cover, J.Tew York to Buenos Aires . 

Ivi th the detailed hi story of the cover as given by you we do 

not consider it necessary to have the cover further authenticated as 

your original letter will undoubtedly suffice fo~ all purposes . 

Thank you for the information and the promptness in returning 

the cover. 

Yours very truly, 

k-v /: $f!1V 

P. S. 
Ve are enclosing herewith for your records and with our com­

pliments a photostat of the front of the above cover. The item was 
submi tted by a client in BUenos .t"ires, who found it among the corr­
espondence of the a ldressee, for Offering in our next Mail Sale which 
is scheduled for sometime this Spring - possibly April or Hay. We 
will offer the item with a 35.00 reserve which takes into account 
the condition of the stamps and ~ll other factors that need to be 
taken into consideration. Ie mention this in case you might be inter­
ested in the cover or might know of someone who would be. 

G. E. M. 

MEMBER OF: American Philatelic Society (No. 11114), Society of Philatelic Americans (No. 9806). Bureau I ssues Association (No. 1688), Precancel Stamp 
Society (No. 13·1214). National Philatelic Society (No. 582), Confederate Stamp Alliance (No. 137), Canadian Philatelic Society (No. 4876), Trans-Mississippi 
Philatelic Society (No. 1143), Texas Philatelic Association (No. 7-623), Oklahoma Philatelic Society (No. 292) , New Mexico Philatelic Association (No. 90). 
Missou ri Philatelic Association (No. 393). P eninsu lar State Philatelic Society (No. 1102), American Airmail Society (No. 3551). 



Jan. 13 1955. 

1'.,.. Ceor e E. i 
,; Eelr.:':> t P Co . , 

5843 Vieltcry Ivd." 
D l~s 6, Texas. 

You" S of the eth ece':'v t 'th c. ecl' f-or 
5. 00 for- li ich pl 0. (; cccpt nw thc.nl!~ " clao 

t 1anr{~ :01 the photo::;trt, p .::.nt of t.e co"! 1". In 
rrw opi ' n, thi is a r ro CO'! r rIc aicly 
think it 5.0 d rriE !:I'J.C':1 l"C t r • .'1 ,.35 .00. 

3G¢ oh co r co.ttl 100. 00 o.nd a !.r"(,c to 
Ar entine is DUch S C "eer tl ~n t. e or in IY 30~ 
C v r . 

""th eg ~ds -

Co 'i,lly, your::;, , 

'. 





8y(~e(,) t:. M~ elr..5 

~~S B Bs' - I ~ 
.-



Re - ~F • . 5320 

5¢ - 10¢ 1847 on cover 
From Buffalo, n.Y. 
1ray 221/ lS4c -

To LockPO , lJ,Y. 

In nr:r opinion, thoLe stnnps vlere not UD d or; i.'1illy 
on t is cev€r. COV~~5 with tre 5¢ t~ ue d aD 
cc.rly c:.s lq 181~8 (Iscued July 1847) sh0\1 early 
impressions of the t3rlp. This copy or the 5¢ is not 
an e~rl r 1 rint - it is not the corr ct shade fo!' a 
use -1 n 184 I and in ~ opinion, could n')t have been 
used on this coy r . 

signed ______ -----------------

Janll<:1.TY 10" 1955 



, 
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F p Re - p . • ,r5320 

5< - lO¢ lr47 n cover 
Fron Bll.f.:' 0, 11.Y. 
".r.y :'2~ 184 -

J mary 10, 1955 

siGned __________ ~ ______ ~ ___ 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. 0, B'lx 31 

J N, Ft. fn§mM /W!~, 
~ fHOMA§, #('(, 
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President 
WORGE T. TURNER 
~~52 '73rd Street 

Jackson Heights. N. Y. 

American Philatelic Congress, Inc. 
First Vic;e President 
and Congress Editor COUNCIL 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS. JR. 
Smithsonian Institute 

Washington 25. D. C. 

Second Vice President 
MRS. CATHERINE L. MANNING 

1621 North Taylor Street 
Arlington. Va. 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS. JR.. Washington, D. C. 
DR. CARROLL CHASE, Milford, N. H. 
BERNARD DAVIS, Philadelphia, Pa. 
SOL GLASS, Baltimore, Md. 
DR. CLARENCE HENNAN, Chicago, Ill. 
MRS. S. F . SHARPLESS, Philadelphia, Pa. 
JOHN W. STOWELL, Federalsburg, Md. 
DR. H. K. THOMPSON, Boston , Mass. 
JULIUS WINDNER, Philadel;>hia, Pa. 

~r. Stanley B Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan : 

JERE HESS BARR, West Lawn, Pa. 
JAMES T. DeVOSS, Alexandria, Va. 
JOSEPH A. HERBERT, JR. , Washingt<>'!\ , D. C. 
V AN DYK MacBRIDE, Newark, N. 1. 
CATHERINE L. MANNING, Arlington, Va. 
JOHN D. POPE, III, Webster Groves, Mo. 
STEPHEN G. RICH, Verona, N. J. 
JAMES B. SHANER, Kutztown, Po. 
GEORGE T. TURNER, Jackson Heights, N. Y . 

.Tanu y 1. 19c:;4. 

Secretary·Ass!. Treasurer 
STEPHEN G. RICH 

13 Otsego Road 
Verona. N. J. 

Treasurer 
JERE. HESS BARR 
II Howard Street 
West Lawn. Pa 

I did bit 
up my notes 

I have your very interesting and 
of tlsloupytt work in making a note 
and end I find it reads : 

informative letter of the 29th. I admit 
of Phil ' s cover with 90¢. I have looked 

"PhilH. Ward: 24<$ stamu from Galveston, Tex.; .Tune 1873; Nat ' 190¢. ~ 101 .11 

I sho1)ld have examined the cover more carefully buts.s interested in talk­
inp' to Hollowbush at the time and I am pretty sure that Phil said the 90d was a 
"National " and.very rare. I did not examine the back of the cover, or I would have 
noti ed the 187'5 date I em sure. It has taught me a lesson to be more careful and I 
admit ry error. 

When Frank showed me the cover 'i th the same shade of ~4r1 I exe.mined the 
cover car efully, qnd noted the Ty. IlI SEAPOST and knew itmust be later than 197~ end 
bEfore we got thru we found it to be 1875, within 3t weeks of my cover. 

You may remember you took a photo of a 90~ on '" small 8rJUEtre niece .,bout 
? inr-hes i n diam . with NEW ORLEAN cancel and ~~W YORK PAID \LL/.TAN/30/vI~ E~TG(LA1TD) & 
OSTe (OSTENDE) which you thought was ~ddressed to Germany. The red N.Y .Paid ALL I do 
no~ think ~s used later than 1876 or 1377 at the very latest, so I believe this is 
'" Continental . It does not Bnuear to be in A.. deeu enough shade to be National . 

I note your reference to ttCourt House tt covers. Two of my domestic covers 
with 24¢ stamps heve notes that the documents were received and filed by the Clerk, 
with the drte and hour. I would presume that many of the hiah-vA..lue B~~ Notes were 
used on this true of corres ondence. 

(~ooper of New Castle Indiana also h s one with 24,t which was registered 
Neither of mv two appears to have been registered. 

Did I tell you I have a f~irly large piece to Germany with a block of four 
of the 90<$ purule and a 30<$ brown, New York, May 4 1889 . It is on heavy linen bAcked pare r. 
But I beli8ve the 90~ purples are not as rf're in blocks as the earlier 90¢ stamps. 

My beet wishes for 8 very Year. 

" Hess Barr. 



Presid ent 
~RGE T. TURNER 

34-52 73rd Street 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 

American Philatelic Congress, Inc. 

Firsl Vice President 
and Congress Editor 

COUNCIL 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR. 
Smithsonian Institute 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Second Vice President 
MRS. CATHERINE L. MANNING 

1621 North Taylor Street 
Arlin g ton, Va. 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR., Washington, D. C. 
DR. CARROLL CHASE, Milford, N. H. 
BERNARD DAVIS, Philadelphia, Po. 
SOL GLASS, Baltimore, Md. 
DR. CLARENCE HENNAN, Chicago, Ill. 
MRS. S. F . SHARPLESS, Philadelphia, Po. 
JOHN W . STOWELL, Federalsburg, Md. 
DR. H. K. THOMPSON, Boston, Mass. 
JULIUS WINDNER, Philadelphia, Po. 

~~. Stanley Q. Ashbrook. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Sten : 

JERE HESS BARR, West Lawn, Po. 
JAMES T. DeVOSS, Alexandria , Va. 
JOSEPH A. HERBERT, JR., Washll\gton, D. C. 
VAN DYK MacBRIDE, Newark, N. J. 
CATHERINE L. MANNING, Arlington, Va. 
JOHN D. POPE, III , Webs tar Groves, Mo. 
STEPHEN G. RICH, Verona, N. J. 
JAMES B. SHANER, Kutztown, Po. 
GEORGE T. TURNER, Jackson Heights, N. Y. 

January 5, 1955· 

Secretary-Asst. Treasurer 
STEPHEN G. RICH 

13 Otsego Road 
Verona, N. J. 

Treasurer 
JERE. HESS BARR 
11 Howard Street 
West Lawn, Po 

I hove this m')rning your letter of the 2nd. I should be delip"hted to have 
8 cony of Phil Ward t s cover. I al!! keeninf!' ell of these covers with multiples tOf"ether 
nd I ~Iay sometimes get ambit ' ous and bel!'n makinP" () list of same, togethpr with 
t~ose of foreign c~untries, I h~ve a photo of a lovely first i~sue Sweden ith four 
stal!!Dc. I have votten to~ether a few items .. e 8~1 cover with the ent're irst issue 
on it .. a letter to the Court" of Appeals; Anpelate Court; plso I h~ve the entire 7th 
Issue on Fl. commerci91. cover; nairs of all b J~ the 0 soldL I '1pve Netherlands first 
issue on two covers (nne with seven st"lmos I h~d to ryey $2~0 ~or) pnd it is a lovelY 
item. I have Baden on one. cover end I have a cover which unfortunately has s ffered 
from dust with all of five st~mns of one io~ue of Austria; ~f it could be cl€8ned it 
would be ~ marvelous it m. Edwin ueller says it is nique. I have lovely covers from 

Wurt ember~. Austria, Austrie used broad. etc. Where I can get the r.·~her v~lu~s o~ 
covers I 'ke them best. But they are cpr('e s hen's tee-tho There was a Great 
lirlt"Lin cover m;th the Id. "Lnd 2d. 1840 on one cover but I doubted it being genuine 
(in the CO'1~re s Newark Sho''!); I "'ook Phil Ward (lver A.nd he p-reed ith me. Phil said he 
offered over "L thousand dn1lcrs for a Id. End ?d . on an eerlv Gr. Britatn cover and he 

has never been ~ble to find one. ~~me is true oT the 5 and 10i 1847 u.s. h~ve seen 
one "ith a 10¢ stemD DUt on ori in~lly; for over 300 miles; then the letter was for­
'larded and e ~~ stamp put on for forwardin~ under 300 ~ ·l es. But both stamps were ~ot 
affixed a t the same time. 

I think your idea of listing the 241. 30¢ and gOd mi~ht he cO-1sidered. How-
ever. if one has a cover V' th ~ny of thecE' three stamps (If'ting rior to May '87"). it must 
be N~tional. In my opin'on l~ost 8ny 24¢ used after July 1 1873 from New York is 
likely to be Continental re~ardless of shade. Boyd, the Stamp A~ent, took all the 
Nationals to his own vault, ~nd the ~Ltiona send Continent'ls were never mixed. At lee~t 

letter which Phil Ward hRd in Mekeel's from the Third Asst .P.M.G. states this as 
fl'tct. And the records show that in 1871 and 187? Boyd sent the same number of 24.' 

stamps to P.O.s as he received . As I think I wrote you, the 241 on a Dec 23 1874 c.over 
in a bright violet, matches a Frank Hollowbush cover of Jan 18 1864, 3t weeks etY t; 
and I h·ve a third copy of~ cover ir exactly th'O' SBIDe shade. I am tryi.n~ to dAte the 
b lJe cross cancellation but haven ' t succeeded so far. T think it is defLYJ.i tely not q. 

New York H'oreign I:~ '1 ~s none of the foreign 1'18. 1 cancellations g.re known in blue. 

Charles Phillips sf' rl me my 241 steel blue and from thE' dl'tY I received ,t it 
never quite R'l.tisfied '!leo It doesn't look like the reAl "McCoy." 

I should be g;lad to have your article to ree.d e 
I puess there. is still chance for research; the field 

Best regards. incerely, 

return it promntly. 
been vPt fully covered. 

Jere . 
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Jan. 9, 1956. 

l!r . Jco e . H. ""nrr, 
11 Hm·ard St., 

~ 'e6t L~~m.. Po • 

• Dc: ... Jer : 

I ht:.vc your t1'O rttfir of tho 1st an 5th. 

Pc - your ~ r uC pice r:·oth.:. block of foul' 90¢ purple and 3~¢ 1£'69, 
_. may hrve a. ClllO of t i mlnrl[: ,y photoCl'''J:hD . ' I did not t.ve ~ ecord 
in tv fil s . I oppe.~cnt y h ... ve n.o record of 0. bloc c of four of t h 90¢ 
F;u~:ple on any I in' of cov r, or ricc . T .Ilnks for the reco -d . 

nee ldin: t,he 1id':'1'..g. I bcl::"c.vc :.t i'" .. th r absurCI to o"'ut Do listing 
of the 241 Continentcl~ £!. list·, 0 30¢ and 90¢. . ':by houle c 11[.ve 30¢ and 
9O¢ values and. no 2lt.~? I dop ' t t hin!° it mGkes scn~e. But in a listing \Te nre 

. concc1neci "lith singlesstc.rn," not, the svampe on coves . Of c '"'l.'l"sC', e Cml be 
[iure of Jrtiou'ls on cover jj' tIle we ':'s • rOor to Ju.1y 1, If'?3, but COy t with 
any of -Lh t lree high values ~ro sc rc. Hany collector don ' t lih~ 1- rge 
covers - 01 uh:.t arc lmmm as cop-t hruno covel" and refu~.e to have them in 
tLeir co]]_ect ~tns . Because of tl i.e ::::: tc inJ..: V rt thero it' no question but \mGt 
high values He:. 0 l'etl.Oved 1'1' In l[ 2" ge c(,.vc·s and tI .. "D.PP 1'0 , nnd the latter de­
Dtroyed . Thu."n . it is possi ble t l~·t cov 1's Hit 1 any of th t _ ee 1 i h values ~ 
before Jc.n. I" l8Q6 are DUch mOl'e rare t an is ene;,; illy ppor-ec. I .bel':' ve 
thc:to 0..'0 t~]O :3 lut::"on" to the list::"ne . Include the 24¢ alon the lS73 Continentll l 
the acno as t.he 30¢ and 9O¢, ,"lith a not~tic n that becau'-' e of the absence of any 
secrGt mE:rl-:n cn the three high values it is not po'-'sible to definitely distin uish 
the difference betuoen the p_ oducts cf tho tuo c(' anies . Or, prrhnps the best 
colution is to list zeparately the three v ues un"ler one hca..ding, as "Printed by 
the IJational &. Continental Bank ! ote Companies. " Hith a propel' notc.tion. By t is 
met hod thei'e \-TO il.d not be any cop.fuoion. I nay be uronrr but I do not believe the 
products of the two CO::l'" ni(;s can be delinitely distinsuished one _1"0l.11 the othe. 
by the shade or the color » and of course I r ·fe t o all three values. 

Ccnsider tho 90¢ . If every sheet turned out by N~tion:"ll uas in the sm 0 

r ich carmine and if' cve:'y Ghoet of the OO¢ proc'uced by ContinentDl tvo.s in an en­
tirely difi'el'cnt cclor - rose c· l'1nine o!' yellouish can.ll.ne thon \.0 mi roht lrve a 
cil.urt ion a:3 indicated by the S. U. S. and a ct.hod th t is used by t hose 1110 believe 
they knO\! every National or Continental sutnitted to the'!l. But do you believe 
every 90¢ lk.tin;.ll tlaS in the s~ e shade and color? The SDIIlO fact r apply to the 
30¢ and es! ecially 'Go the 24¢ , the], t t cr, a delic.,te color subje<:t to croat 
chances in the course of yeD.l"s . I agree tha.t the ¢ Continel1t['~ should be l i .. ted 
but tIou.ld t he situation be jXlprovcd btJ merely inel ding it j n the catalo ue as I t.4? 
HOlI uould a collector be able to tell "hether ho 1.ad c. 153 Ol.'" a 164? 

Uith kinde~;t regar's -
Cordially yours, 



.... -

I:r. Lest"'T G. BroohJ.U...'1, 
121 uoeb P~cade) 

:inl~e<::::)()l':c , 

Jan. 8, 1955. 

De'"' Len: 

Tlank :ell fc: rr. 's of tl e 3rd. In 
tc'~ I :.~, Ci -te n bit. of 

i...,h ·.-<l~UCS, '>4~ - .:;')..\ [. 90¢ ,-it-
I Gut 

.. "ff·· I 
:ree lrit.h 

-i s"tin u:i I 1.e-

y u:m C":..c .. ~ 



THE WESTMINSTER STAMP Co L 
MANAGING DIRECTOR: O . BACHER ., TO. • O . PH1L. 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
vle<"tminster ~ta.np Co . Ltd . , 

London, "~I . 1 , England . 

Deal" Doctor: 

• 

Dec. 21, 1954. 

t:he follo"ling is confidential. It does not s e."l1 to be rlUch of a 
secret in Nffi'l York about the fntcrhouse "'ale . One deale.' VI ote 
th&t he had knmffi about the sale since ec. 1st, that the sale "as to 
be Jun·_ 27- 28 and thd he intended to fly over and had already applied 
for plane reservation. I figure if he and ot ers lmmf about the sale 
it is no longer a secret, thcugl: .as yet I have not noticed any ention 
in the press . 

Re - Lot 66 in the Harme snle of Dec. 6th. I suppo e you examined 
. this . It was shovm to me several days ago by the collpctor " 0 obtained 
it . As you vlill doubtless recall, it "as routed by Gun rd "America" -
the date Aug 184B. One shillin" due in Scotlnnd . HOll Md you firure 
that this required 74¢ (35¢ paid) . If b;'r American Ph. t le rate was J4¢ 
but not by Cunard . The cover looks okay but why 35¢? I note in yours 
of the 15th, you st ated: "Denham hud anoth{'r like 65 \'/hich was in :impossible 
condi tion. " 'ivould you still state thb.t 66 'llaS like 65? 

I note thnt if your friend and attorney- does not .dsh to acquire 
No . 65 that you will s end it to me. I can assure you that I will r:rE'·~tly 
appreciate the favor . 

A HERRY CHRISTMAS \ 

Cordially yours, 



I , 

t 

} 

! 

• 

• 
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Dr. O. B.:\cher, 
Uestrri.nrtr-r ~t· '" CQ . Ltd . , 

Reeency HouDe 
1-4 \,ran-rick .. t., 

London • 1, England. 

Dear Doctor: 

Jan. 3, 1955 . 

Hereuith ~. am cnclos· ne c ra.ft on LOll! on -yable to your order for 
418 pounds "torl':l1.£!, SnMe in pa.,rnent for Lot f. 65 in the Cunh<?!1 sale by 
Hnrmer la"t or-nth. 

I have yeur air lett r of Dec. ~J:.th \-.Thich 1 have co. efully noted. 
I really think it would be v ry Hir-e !:or t e I1a:rner firm to h2.vC me ckry e:ny 
covcr~ that you c nsider dou tful. . I aL1 quite GU e thc.t there rre a number 
of Zares:i cov ra, 0'" eci~l~.y le69, in the collection thr t N. \'i . acquired from 
Stunrt Anderson \-Tho ham led a lot of 7areski material in the middle 19.30' s. . 

I suppose a rrtlI!lbGr of tJ~terho se covers trill come t o mc ['ftel' the sru.e 
and if I condeT!Jl'l thE'.Ji1 no doubt~ tl1ey \"1ill be returned. So pcrhr_ps tr uble would 
be avoided by havinr me siOO. th · fore the sale. I believe such sir ned covers 
ill bring much more in c~~~nn ee for my ok~ . At least such ·is the case 

l' here. 

I note tl~t you did not pay much attcnticn to Lot 66 in the ~unham sale . 
I have it on nw desk as I "''rite this. It is so terrible lookin~ it must be 
good . I don ' t think any fakel cculcl ndw an iteI:l. as llusy' lookin!'" unless he 
thrc\-T it dO\..rn· a toilet and then rescuc;d it . The due of a 5hil1: ng S 1m-IS not over 
1/2 oz . in G. B. - and the .35¢ shows 10¢ + 24¢ in the U. S. - a use in Aug. 1848 
but no sign of postm'rk or origin. In additiC'n, it is routed by British Packet . 
lieil, if the rate is correct, it ent "Aroor lkt" 0 did it? Can you sugrest 
anyt . 
/' 

r ~ 

noj.e your letter was l..rritien 
qufte a faw.ily reunicn - the 

s Eve. He had a vCr"J "lOnderful holida;y 
y Inissing member - a Brandson ,,rith the 

~n Japan. . 
" ~ ·V 

Hany thanks r or your NEll] ~AR GREETINGS • 

l1ay 1955 be awfully good to you and yours. 

Since ely yours, 

, 

/ 

, 

• 



SIDNEY A. HESSEL 

NETTLETON HOLLOW 

WASHINGTON, CONN. 
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1.fr. idney A. Hessel, 
R . ... . 1, 

Washington, Conn. 

Dear Hr. Hessel: 

rec . 21, 1954. 

Thanks very nuch for your kin~ness in the loan of the 24¢ lC:60 
with the Carrier pottmark. I suppose there is little if [ny d.oubt that 
the S. U. S. li~t' was tnlten from this p<l.t,iculnr copy. I Clm 'ondering 
hem yeu feel t.;. bout tl': 1s iten? 13 it your opinion that it is a genuine 
strike? Plea e do not misu.'1.1erst;md me - I certainly run not questioning 
it, merely inquiring if you hav~ any reason to be a bit suspicious of it . 
In addition to the Carrier rIarkinr.. , it elso hGS a p rt of the Nm-l York D::lrk­
ing W lich reads, "N. YO Mi. PKT .. 'I This " .. as suppotcd to be a back marking 
but of course is found on fsces of covers but r~ely as a ~illcr or can-
celation. . 

If thir stamp is enuine, I suppose it HaG on a le'vter to Grent 
Britain dropped in a letter-box .. lith l¢ I" 24¢ postage. In the Carrier Dep·t. . 
it received the Carrier tl' "'kin8 "nd then tranSr€rl~ed to the Foreign counter 
where it got the "N. YORK AM. KT" etc . Surely this carrier IDurking en this 
stamp makes it an it~ which is uniqtle - I hRvo nev r hard of another 24¢ 
le60 \'lith a Carrier marking. .'here only one it l exists with an unusual 
postcl rna king, the question arises in nw l!llnd if such an item is entitled to 
a catalogue listing? If only ne is known, of whrt interest could such a 
listing be to the general public? It appears to me t.h t the listin~ of can­
celations should be for the purpose of [iving collector'S ,,,,hat rnarkin!!s mi ht 
be a~pected on certain staops. 

The above a) e just thou ts thut CCCUj~ to me and I \-Till greatly a. 
preciate ~ comment you care to make. 

\'ath my kindest reS"l'ds a'1d tlincsre thanks, 

Cordlally youz's, 



• 

~. rd?:l Hu~..er" 
. cott :I lent . cns~ 

500 Fift. ve . , 

torr 0 ~on: 

s . a 
~=-

ITH --

JO'1 Yor'· 36, "I. Y. 

• 

ec. 2l" 1954. 

Co iuL~ yours, 

, 



stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear }Ir. Ashbrook: 

SIDNEY A . HESSEL 

NETTLETON HOLLOW 

WASHINGTON, CONN. 

6 Jan 1955 

Thanks for the prompt handling and letter about the 
N.Y. carrier marking on t'le 24 cent 1860. Also, it was really quite un­
n~cessary to reimburse me for the postage. I am morp than delighted to 
stand that much expense in my co-operation. I realize that has been your 
standard practise and r'1ention nOli for any future occasion that as far as 
I am concerned it is not expected. 

I regret that.I cannot add much of' definite nature about 
the history of the stamp which was acquired by my father. I have added 
very little since his de~th. Nevertheless, in m~ny instances I do know the 
story behind pi8ces as I did grow up wit'! t"le developnent of the collection. 
In fact, father's intere ..;t began To/he., he couldn't sit idly by and watch me 
play with his boyhood collection w"lich had been uiven me by my grandfather. 
When he acquirnd r ieces we "ftf r •• 'loJ.nted them together. I attended auctions 
with him etc. "'h's much I can say- I very much doubt that tn stamp was ac­
quired as a sinGle piece for what nOl'T seems important. Any sin~le item 
for which even a ver:f s:'lall price was paid wa~ al "lost inveriarl,}' lighUy 
pencilled in code. Beside .... this the condition of tile stamp is such that it 
likely v.To1..ud not have appealed to hiM if the price at 11 recognized its 
significance. From time GO t.ime he acquired ""·lativel sln.qll col ections 
when they had sufficient items of interest for the collection, discardi~g 
tIl'" 1 uk~ Under such c·')nditi'ms a few piece., in very poo- co 1dition found 
thpir w~y into the collection. The great. mass' of the carrier material was 
aCClunJ.lated before there was eve !l S. U. S. catalogue and althoJ.gh car­
rier stamps theMselves 1-1ere recognized as rarities the significance of 
markings was not very generally appreciated. 

No doubt , I have alwtys been too prone to believe the 
genuineness of sn~ething essentially unattractive. In the alsence of ob­
serving anything incorrect in the marki gs themselvos !!nd 'IoIrith the above 
back/round I really believe the item to have been legitiMately used, pre­
surnally as you state. A certain percentage of the } igh value denominations 
must s'clrely have f;l.llen into that category and finding the pkt strike on 
the 21 ~ cent value on the face of t1..,IC stamp does not se "'1 to me to be so 
very remote. I have often mis-positimned a rubber stamp in going through 
a pile of material of differe, t sizes, perha!'Jq cOMin:; npc.n sOlne o~ it 
upside dOrm etc. ~ven the cons~iols use , fer co~venience, of the packet 
or carrier impre s~on can quite conceivabl:f~~tcurred on occasion UpOl 
noticing the oMis~i~n of a deletery strike. One can speculate forever. 

As t.o your question of the desirability of a catalogue 
listing, that it seems to me depends upo~ the purpose of the catalogue. 
Any iteM, whether marking or stamp itself, lnique or eve~ just very rare, 
caQ~ot be acquired by many but itq listing records philatelic knowledg e 
and history for the "eeneral public I. In the case of a strike a greater 
n'lI!lber and variety of accident.s ar .. sure to happen. To distinguish what . 
is to be expected on certain stamps from other known actualities is surely 
worthy. iV"hether the latter category be included at all I believe, Cl.S said 
above, depends on the i tended scope of tne catalogue and, of curse, the 



, 

satisfaction on the ~art of t''1 authority of the genuineness of the un­
usual manifestation. The str'ldno of a postal mar'" ""g on the stamp proper 
where it had no partic1uar ~ostal significance is "tself an accident of 
a sort, though not necessarily uncommon. As ~ accident it might be omitted, 
but then for all such occurrances. Extreme r~ritJ alone I definit~ly feel 
is not a valid disqualification. Such i.s bound to occur in direct proportion 
as the stamp itself is rare. 

For a long tine now only complete covers have appealed 
to ne but obviously a student is not justified in neglecting informatimn 
available only from other material. 

As you have said, " the above are just thoughts that have 
occurred to me". I do no~ feel that I have exhausted the natter. 

ith sincerest best wishes for '955, 

Cordially yours, 



IP., . ~idn:;y A. Hcvsel 
r . I . 1, 

• :~Dhin~ on Conn. 

Dear . !:ir. Hessel: 

It. ,'no o. t. l"ind f y{ u to 
cc rrY of th . 2l;? 1( 60 un' I :ant yo 
ycur kindness . 

Jnn. 14, 1955. 

ito me c.t lcn .. th 'cr?['ondine your 
to kno\,1 th tIs' no Y.'ely anpreci:1te 

In c :p:tef'f ing nn opm:..cn on ~ny itcn suhmittcd to t!:e I h'Y v ry 
hu'd to he an c'. fful LS pocosible. I \ t..ld he. e like the ' .. ry devil to 
co Bt 6uspicic-n or conrtel1ll1 an itctl t.h<:.t rni rt be E ood - ~nd I t'ould dinlike 
vcry muoh to kay an [enuine SO!!le item thc.t. he. been "fixed upl! or n1anu­
f~ctured by noma p.ilrtelio crook. 

After a careful con ide:ation ! run dispoccd to be iev th<:.t he 
r ... c.rkinr 0 on your t~.T:lP [.re enuine nd if t:o, t 10n the iteI:l io no doubt 
un~ ~ue. 

I cUPfo e the ~ .l . S. should attempt to 0 1 ot only a c .... talo t ue but 
in addition a sort of refer nee Hork and as such it' is no doubt rinht and 
1roper to list an item ouch as youro, thou 11 it roy be the only one known. 

I l;ao plcnfjed to have your views on this point . 

lignin ;y sincere thanks . 

Co "dially yours, 

" 





Catalog No. ~ LAURENCE & STRYKER Lot No -f1;t 

V Cat. Vaiue __ --=c.... __ _ 

7 EAST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

CARE IN HANDLING STAMPS, AND TURNING THE PAGES, WILL BE APPRECIATED. 
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~. Fobt. Laurence) 
% Laurence 8· 

.. ec. 21, 195/h 

7 ast '. St., 
rICH Yo k 1'1, H. Y. 

D -r Bob: 

c 

P.s. In view of t 
acl~no -le'\'.. cceipt 0 

Co i..ill. Y' urn , 

• 

• 

• 

... 
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STANLEY B. ASI-IBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT TI-IOMAS, KY. 





WolJ L'CHAvene~ -- ._._-- u 



c. W. REMELE 
14 E. Carrillo St. 

Sar.ta e_rb:!r:~. c~ ~ f. 
Santa Bar bara - Dec. ,0 

Dear Stanley: 

Thanks very much for yo urs of Nove mber 1, with infor~aticn 

about Confedera te R. ? c overs. I s hall l ook into the s ubject 
further. 

Enclosed is a cover you may like to see - a railro ~d 

route agent postmark on a cover to California - not exactly a com­
mon combination. The markin~ is BUFFALO & ERIE R. R. I wish 
it were a little more legible. 

I suppose t h is cover went to New York and then by steamer 
via the Isthmus, but I woul d like to have your a nalysis. The memo 
date in pencil appears to read Oct. 2158 and if that is correct it 
has to be by steamer,doesn't it, as the overland didn't start until 
Sept. 16, 18581 However, isn' t 29 days a very short time from western 
New York Sta te to a place in the mining dis trict in northern California? 
Of course there is no proof that the pencil ~emo is genuine, but it 
does look 80 - to me, anyway . If you can identify the plate that the 
l~ stamp came from, that might be a clue to the year date. Whatever 
com~ent8 ' you may have will be very much appre~iated. 

A little surgery caused ~e to spend ten da ys in the hospital 
early this month but I was home in ti~e for Christmas and am rapidly 
getting back to normal. 

One~ other question I have been saving - in the Fox sale of 
the Lehman collecti cn late in Octobe r there were two or more lots that 
were described as being postmar ked with tired Mobile Paintn - lots 9, 
and 109, and perhaps others. I have never run across. this expression 
before. Is it a recognized description of a s pecial color? 

Hope all goes well with you. No hurry a bout sending the 
cover bac '.{ - just 'fIhenever you ge t around to it. 

Sincerely, 



1<1r. C. \1. Re cle, 
14 East Carrillo t . , 

SU,nta B.:lrb r rD., Calif • 

Jan. 9, 1955. 

• 

. HCi°C';n.th the R. • cover to Cclifornia r s per your'" of th 30th. This 
is indeed moat unusu::U,. in fact, I do not 1'ec011 ev r havin Geen a similar 
item. For au I kn .1 it roy be <miquc . I ho.ve lol'..g cont n '00 tha.t out­
stand' 16 collecticn '.0 cne thr.t inclu~lcs unusU!'.l items - iterr the ether fellow 
do cs not. possess . [,uc 1 itC"'"'l" ""'~.y be in nest n • cateGory - just so lo~ as it 
io rlOot lL"1u'3ucl . For exan." e:J _ fo:'cicn ~~te cover - a cover o':'nr, ab oad pith 
lC47 (/c.~ps . A fine c0110c+ ~1 cnn 01'0\1 a co . to Britain but W.1I1t bout one 
to Fr.ll1cc? Or especiall r one s .louint:; a j.~<:.te t Hu,va.nn. T 1 rate I"S 122 ¢, 
hence one hr.d to· UFO ~ lO¢ ~nd ~ 5¢ . I naver 1 a~ of c It¢ plus n 5¢ bisect . 
The above are \.That I clnss urrllsUEl i~('~'!1S a.'1~ y ~r cov r io in thu'C category. 

Th r e io no que"tion [Jut uhat this was Gent Vi the ace n Irail - to go 
overland it had to be "-'outed "Via Cvc-rland" . It ,·m.'" rent to Ne\! York d thence 
tti:.a fanmu. . The I Ov rlu.nd : rail !a'" inten '00 lareely :::'o~~ ~: i1 originlltine in the 
r'liddlepcst , but. (NOn GO the Crc ... t bulk l'lCS sent to Nell Yor ~ to eo Via. Panama 
even after the Overland lia s put into ope:-,uti n . 

No 29 dayo ua' net too {) ' ort a ine. The postmark date is "Sep 3".rhich 
r.J.eans the letter departed !Tom ~reu York on Sen 5 - Scilin S 'Ie e the 5tl an 20th. 
r.tr [ ueso is thnt it renched San Franci"'co alon about t .P. 29th or 3Cth - possibly 
a day o:~ tt-!O ahead and could have :-C'uched tho addzoensee on Oct . 2n ' . 

I suppo"'e I could pl·te tl e l¢ atom!) but it uould require q ite a bit of 
time anci the result uould not be Horth it . I have no idea. t e encil mf'1!lO is 
okny un' the UGe no oubt 1858 or lS59. It 10 ld ~e little difference wpich is 
correct . 

Re - the term "f·10bile aint , II this i a tern th~t Goes way back before my 
time ~ In the 1850 ' 6 the Hobile p. • used a red canceling ink thc.t \Tas a. bright 
vcmillion and a thick substance thnt left a. hcr:..vy imp. essionuch t he sar.:e as i:f 
some nort of a t 11i ck l quick gry~ne paint . It is quite l,ell Imo\'m on t e 1¢ ' 51 
Type IV - t:l e 3('> ' 51 n::l t e Ib¢ 1855 . Also en the 1847 ' s but such ur.es would 

robnbly date in 1650 or 1851. No doubt it is al 0 l'nOlTn on cta.m less cov rn of 
the eurly fifties . I can Bend you ceve oJ.. eXaJ:t:?1es if you \'lOuld like to see t e."n. 

\ 'ith best \dshes -

Cordially your13; 
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DODDY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
HISTORY 

EARLY OHIO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB. 
S. P.A •• A.P.S .• C. P.S. 

-c-.. ~ .. ~ .. -~ 

Dear Stan: 

~.----- .. ~ .. ~ .. -----.~ 

Qfenry fA. 'JIneyer 
MATHE~fATICS DEPARTl\fEi~T ·CENTRAL mGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6580 

EVANSVILLE ·11· INDIANA 

~.---- .. n-@ •• ~ .. -----.~ 

~- .. n-@ • • @rn .. -~ 

Pnu...~TELIC 
LD"'ES 

SOl1T'Hl'TESTERN lNDIANA 
POSTAL nISTORY 

CERMAN POSTAL HISTORY .. , 
FRENCH REYOLUTIONARY 

&: APOLEONlC COVERS 

STEA~mOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL· HAWAll 

~- .. ~ .. ~ .. -~ 

Jan. 10, 1955 

The "LOUISVILLE & GIN. S. B. II cover came back O. K. today. 
Re scarcity: I have three copies of this m~ recorded, two 
in blue and one in black. I have watched the auctions very 
carefully the last six years, and don't think I have over­
looked any; but how many are in collections, and how many are 
or have been in dealers' stocks and vere not submitted to me, 
is anybody's guess. I would list it as one of the scarcer 
marks. 

LVILLE. 
In the same style I have udVt~t.Uut & EVANS. S.B. and v 

EVANSVILLE & CAIRO S.B., and my records show only one copy of 
each--both my own. One of my friends in \ashington found the 
EVANSVILLE & CAIRO in a Weeks weekly auction for me; John Fox 
was in town and was going to bid on it, and my friend talked 
him out of it for me. Ezra Cole had bought the LVILLE & EVANS. 
for a railroad mark, mistaking S.B. for R.R. I told him what 
it was, whereupon his client didn 't want it (he collects only 
railroads) so Ezra was able to make a deal for me by which I 
gave his client a couple of railroad marks outside my area of 
interest and therefore of no great consequence to me. 

Marks in this style in the 60's are normal. There are a 
good many varieties on the Mississippi, only one of which 
("MEMP. & VICKSBURG U. S.M. PAKT. II) is even reasonably plentiful; 
all the rest are extremely scarce and that one is not common. 
You know there is also a "LAKE CF.A:~~L.AIN S. B." in the same style; 
and curiously, the extremely early R.P.O. marks in the late 60's 
also come in that style. It is very instructive to observe the 
trend in styles of marks by periods, and that goes fo+ town marks 
on the one hand, and for route marks on the other. I'm sure you 
have often been intrigued by such observations. ~ 

Don't report this to Dolores; she is not recording such marks. 
Eugene recorded only "packet marks" (more properly! purser's marks) 
and steamboat corner cards, and Dolores is continulng in the same 
way . Marks of the route agents are my field; Dolores and I agreed 
that we would each go on as we had begun, and not compete with each 
other. But if ever you find an unrecorded purser's mark or corner 
card, make an exact-size photograph and send it to her, as she hopes 
to issue a supplement in the next couple of years. 

No doubt you knew about the death of Mrs . Newbury immediately 
when it happened; it made the ~van.svi1le papers because she. has R. '. 1 

( n-t.-,. ~7 {~.-,;.c; ... ~./ 
number of nephews here; the men are my friends, and the ooys were 
my pupils. Mannel Hahn died on the last day of 1954; he had been 
paralyzed for some five years. . As ever 
::tkw,~ .Q.v~ ~ 44 ~;U./.. ~ ~ ....... .-.---, ~ ~ 0..-. ' 
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DOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTORY 

EARLY OIDO rovER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUD, 
S.P.A., A.P. S .• C. P. S. 

Dear stan: 

~.---- .• ....c(!) •• e-u .. ----.~ 

?tlATHEMATICS DEPARTlIlENT· CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
REsIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5·6380 

EVANSVILLE ·II · INDIANA 

~.---- .• .-...@ • • (0-n> .. ----.-.§V<N 

~- .. .-...@ •• ~ •. -~ 
IOJULATELIC 
~S 

SOUTHWESTERN INDIANA 
POSTAL msrORY 

CERMAN POSTAL mSTORY 

,1\ FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
&: NAPOLEOI"HC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL' HAWATI 

~-, • ....c(!) • • ~ .. -~ 

Jan. 8, 1955 

I have here most of the correspondence relating to forged 
steamboat markings which have come my way in the last two years. 
I spent at least six hours today going through correspondence, 
which I certainly had no business doing today, as I have many 
jobs of importance to me, and this one is of no importance 
whatever to me, individually, though very important for future 
scholarship in our line. I will now quote names and dates and 
enough facts to give you the needed information. 

1. A letter from you, dated Nov. 2, 1952, replying to mine 
of Oct. 31, which was a postal oard and therefore I have no car­
bon copy. It referred to a lot in a Harmer catalog, which we 
agreed was bad. You advised not telling Harmer that it was bad. 
I can It . recall now what the cover was. 

2. A letter from Cahrlie Roser, sending me a cover of the 
"Kenton U for listing and one with the fake mark "NEW ORLEANS/ 
CAIRO" around the cirole and liU.xDx:tkaxmtriptXBJ' tlSTEAM/BOAT" 
and date in the middle. Since the two covers with this mark 
were both from Louisville to Pennsylvania (via Ca1ro and N.O.!) 
and both with 3c 1861 and the fake mark, I can no longer tell 
which one Cahrlie sent me. The one has a very clear Louisville 
tmvn mark and target; the other has a t own mark which appears 
to be LOUisville, but in the print the stamp is so dark that I 
can't read the town mark. Charlie did not say who sold him or 
submitted him the cover. 

3. A letter from J. Hubert Scruggs of Birmingham, enclosing 
two oovers for my opinion, and also enclosing a letter from Gor­
don Bleuler offering him the covers for sale. Hubert's letter 
was dated Feb. 4, 1953, and I replied on Feb. 8. From the carbon 
copy of my reply I see that the two covers were the "NEW ORLEANS/ 
OAIRO" "STEAM1BOATtI (the other copy than the one sent me by Char­
lie) and the !'NEW ORLEANS & CAIRO WEEKLY MAIL" "STEAMER TRAVIS. II 

It was because Hubert enclosed Bleulerls letter that I knew from 
whom they came; and I am telling you the extact truth when I say 
that that letter was my first knowledge that a man named Gordon 
Bleuler exists. 

4. A letter from Prof. {alter G. Moore of Loyala University 
in New Orleans, enclosing the"U. S. MAIL-SHIP/DETROIT II cover. In 
this case I was mistaken; Prof. Moore got it from a fellow-member 
of the faculty, a Mr. Kail; Mr. Kail got it from a man whose name 
he could not recall; and that man got it from Larry Bornstein when 
Larry sold out the Old Quarter Stamp Shop. 
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Correction: Prof. Moore enclosed two such covers: one west­

bound, from New York to Green Bay Mission in 1832, .. ,and the other 
east-bound, from Fort innebago to in X&IJ 1834. 
Right now I can find only the photograph of the west-bound letter; 
I think I could find the other if I spent another six hours hunt­
ing. The east-bound cover was apparently privately carried, as it 
had no postmark, not even Ms., and no rate mark. 

Comment: I was mistaken about Prof. Moore getting these co­
vers from Bleuler; but it is still very possible that Larry B. got 
them from Bleuler. 

Another comment: Bleuler denied both covers whose photographs 
you sent him; but he did not deny the "u. S. MAIL-SHIP /DETROITII 
nearly so emphatically as he denied the "NEW ORLEANS/CAIRO" "STEAM/ 
BOAT. " 

In the carbon copy of my letter to Prof. Moore, I stated that 
I had had a copy of the fake mark sent to me from Cleveland; That 
causes me to wonder, did a third copy come to me from Cleveland, 
the covering letter of which I did not find in my correspondence, 
or was I thinking of the Roser copy? probably the latter • . 

5. A letter from Edward B. Murphy of Fort Worth, dated Sept. 
10, 1954, sending me a "NEW ORLEANS & CAIRO/WEEKLY MAIL" tlSTEAMER 
TRAVIS." . At the time I received the cover, I recognized it as the 
same mark and of the same vintage as the cover I had previously 
recorded, but I did not recognize it as the identical cover which 
Hubert had refused on my . advice. I later discovered that it was 
the same identical cover. Mr. Murphy told me that he had bought 
it from Gordon Bleuler. 

Question: Do you think w'e ought to ask Charlie Roser to try 
to recall from whom he got the fake "NEW ORLEANStCAIRO" II STEAM/BOAT II 
cover? I don't know whether he could now recall, as it was a little 
over two years ago. If he does not say it was Bleuler, we would 
then have to write to that person and ask him to try also to recall. 
Perhaps· it is not worth the trouble; but it is a sure thing that 
Charlie's cover and the cover which Hubert refused were made by the 
same faker, and they probably reached the market through the same 
person, whether Bleuler or somebody else. 

In one letter you wrote me that you suspected who made them. 
You don't think it was Pelletier, do you? I think Pelletier faked 
only IIpacket marks" which were at that time collected, and I think 
Eugene Klein managed to get a complete listing and deeciption of 
them. Those covers (I believe five in number ll kept coming up a few 
years ago at bourses and in stamp stores; the last time I heard of 
any coming up was when John L. Norbeck bought several of them in 
New Orleans when he and Ardyce were down there on their honeymoon. 
There was quite a quiet spell between the dying down of those covers 
and the popping up of this Whole epidemic of faked IISTEAMII etc. marks, 
the first of which, I believe, was the IIWAY all whioh we agree is bad. 

In these two pages I have given you all I can at present. In one 
more page I'll try to clean up all other matters pending for action. 



; 

- 3 -

I am enclosing in this letter: (1) The letter from Bleuler, 
(2) the photographs of the two covers Which he gave to the Founda­
tion, (3) the photographs of the two covers which he denied, all 
of which you ought to keep together in one place; (4) prints of 
the two fraudulent 117" covers belonging to Joe Herbert. All the 
correspondence which I fished out of my file and quoted on pp. 1 
and 2 is available if you ever need it. I think it won't hurt for 
us to watch Bleuler; we may hear of more covers coming from him. 
If they were pretty widely d~Btributed before you wrote to him, 
they may b,e reaching us for several more years. 

It is O.K. that you sent my "LOUISVILLE & CIN./S.-B." to a 
friend for study. Don't worry if he keeps it a few weeks. I have 
covers here on loan which I have had entirely too long; but no hu­
man being could keep up with my incoming correspondence, if he had 
absolutely nothing else to do. I will be very glad to receive a 
photograph of the fraudulent mark. The description sounds very bad. 
21 mm. is abnormally small. The big route agent marks were sometimes 
(perhaps often) struck in red, but the small marks were not; they 
occur occasionally in blue, but part of the reason for their mono­
tony is the fact that they practically always come in black. We 
are certainly having more than a normal number of fake steamboat 
mail markings. 

Re "MAIL ROUTE II COvers: You know I got the Savannah cover 
from Doc Chase. It was by far the finest cover of the four, and 
also the rarest of the four, yet it was priced the same as the rest. 
After I had written you about them and you had replied, I wrote Doc 
again and asked him to send me the Providence; and while I was get­
ting that one, I also got the Philadelphia. So I now possess 1 Sa­
vannah, 2 Philadelphias, 2 providence, and a good many New Yorks. 
I now have complete data on more than four times as many covers as 
I reported in ,my article in STAMPS of Aug. 14, 1954. When the call 
comes for my annual article as an S.P.A. research contribution to 
STAMPS next summer, I can really report progress. When you commented 
on the photograph of the Providence cover which was lent to me by 
Carl Vi. H. COVldry, you asked me, flHow do you account for the Ill?" 
I hunted up the photograph, and I find that you referred to the rate 
mark. It is not Ill; it-is 10, and the quill pen performed awkwardly. 
I just hope I can make some sense out of the rates by next summer. 

Although I finished the school centennial history in May, and 
we finished ~ail1ng out orders during summer vacation, this fall I 
have been abnormally busy. I have been harder driven just dOing my 
regular work, with no extras, than I was last year while doing the 
book. The rest of this year I will be still ousier. The annual 
summer meeting of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
will be in Bloomington, Ind., just before the S.P.A. convention! 
which will be in Louisville. I am to be chairman of the publiclty 
committee for the mathematics meeting, in which capacity I am to 
prepare news releases and publicity stories for the convention, and 
am to compile a list of names and addresses for mailing publicity 
material which will run well over 4000 names. So you see I will 
not be abl-e to do very much about covers this year. Write me when 
there is anything of interest, and Illl try to answer. 

J~~~~~- As ever, ./J/ 
~J ~ ~~~ ~_~ __ ~~ __ ~, ________ ~~ __________ _ 
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Hr. Henry • cryer, 
516 Read St. , 

_vQ...1'lsville, Ini . 

De:.r Hem"Y: 

Dee. 10, 1954. 

HeraIith lettc-~ fren Gordon Eleu1er ruld the 
t .. l0 p eto pints, enelo"cd so t lct t ey enn re­
fresh yOUT l"lCIJOry . Do y~u srp o"e you co'l find 
cut uno cent them to yeu. Bleul(r str..too he does 
not ren.crIDer thcrl. This could be - y t " I \ronder? -

I m::l beginnin{ to think this fello . don It 
ri.'1£ true. 'hat do y u thinlr' 

Yours etc:, 



December 7, 1954. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box .31 
.3.3 N. Ft. ThomasAve., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook •••••••• 

From: Gordon Bleuler 
2115 Barberry Drive 
Dallas 11, Texas. 

Well I had thought that this business of faked 
covers was at an end, but now you show up with 
two more covers. My reaction after loolcing over 
the photostat items is that it just isn't true 
that these items came from me. To the best of my 
knowledge these covers were never in my hands. I 
have an extremely good memory for covers that I 
have owned and these make no impression whatsoever. 

It is possible that I have sold the remainders 
from time to time of various large cover lots that 
I have purchased at auction, but even here I would 
have kept out covers such as these with steamboat 
markings; so frankly I just cannot reconcile the 
assertion that they were even owned by me. 

I wonder would you mind contacting Mr. Henry A. Meyer 
and see if he will find out for you who submitted 
these covers to him. It is probable that this person 
never had any dealings with me whatsoever. If it is 
someone I have traded with I would like to find out 
a little more information as to the details of the 
sale or trade. 

One thing seems a bit peculiar to me and that is 
the steamboat marking on this New Orleans - Cairo 
cover postmarked L::>uisville, Ky. Isn't this marking 
a whole lot like the one on the other cover that 
you sent in to the Foundation recently for me. Sinee 
both of these had .3 Cents 1861 Issue,markings that 



were similar, perhaps Mr. Henry A. Meyer may 
have confused the two covers •••••.••.. 

I am returning these photostats. I hope you 
will advise if you are able to turn up any more 
information as to the actual origin of these 
items. 

Very truly yours, 



Hr. Henrv A. !,1cyer, 
516 R ad St . , 

Fve.nsville 10, Ind. 

De :r Henry: 

I hp:ve yeu:,:, t:t-IO letters of the Ath and 1G'th. Thnnl-::s very much. 

Cn p -e.c 2 of :rOU1's of the 8th yo in"'uh ed if we should "rite Dr. 
RODer [1bout the "Ne .. l O"leans / Cairott cover • . I '-TOule u.gi.1 ee i I .hought 
it 11'0 'l- tie any eood but I th:LDk H wo ~d be erfOl;~t, ,",note u.s I doubt if 

c ccu1d learn tl sou!'cc of thc"c fakes . In such cCf'es, I t1 ink "e S ould 
l:.otify the Phil telic Fou."1 . '~::'cn [xpm-t Co::'mttee ru'):~ fU1'n.i."h photo p' into . 
You and I cannot ut a stop to such fnkinG o Pel'!111pr- em rrticle in STAllPS 
l:ould do come oC & It 'm'ld ur.r-n buyErs . 

Fe .:. Gordon D1cv~(ro " I have no Evidence th t he :is gl ilt.y in ::my uy, 
but {nc can nf'vrr tell. I menti(;ned in a fomcr letter t' l~t I suspected a 
certain pore-on. I referred to Scruggs bcciuDe he, fe-ked a lot cf Cente( (,r<:.te 
covrrs in thc nineteen thi:rtieD -and I hOO hin exnellcd from t e A.P. S. I 
understcnd he is on very friendly terr.1n uitll Bleuler. Thi<' c ay not mu:m a 
thin. lIo , I do not think Pelletier made theue fakes . 7he stuff he till'ned out 
\jas not so amateurish. I furnished Gene Klein .. lith the evidence on Pelletier 
back ~n the r.1i dJ.e thirtiGS. ~n the Richey collection of "Packets" (1' e co ers 
he bought from Pelletier . I have severn]. of thor.e in r.r.y reference collection. 

Thanks f or the p. ints that jrOU enclosed . I will file nll thin data 
to ether for future reference. 

fhil 1 oute. Thanks very much ff'r puttinB me ("n the ri8ht track en the 
rate on the frovidence cover of Jan . 7, 1827 - a rate of 1:10" in tpM. of ill .. 
Fine. 

Re - yours of tho lethe Agn.:l.n th~nk[ v' ry much for nJ 1 the inform;:tion 
contained. thel'ein. I 'lill abide accordingly. 

I 1IlaS sbocked to 1E'arn of the de<lth of Ummel Hahn. I had not eurd 
of it before . Yes , I was advised of the passing of I'1rs . IJewbury. She vras 
sureJ.y one of the top business women of tho country. Too barl he did not leeve 
her money to 501:1e che.l'ity. Saul vm.s !?'enerous to '''fault . She \'la, the reverse. 
She had vrry fm.,r friends and she truoted no hW'1nn. In other Hords, she was 
really hard . 

(Jl nave a memo in my .f iles' - "Packet Fakes - Bart Able - Francis -
Natchez - see A. P. Vol . 43 - pogo 306 - Hal' 1930 _", 1-10 doubt you have this 
reference. 

Ro _ IIB . S. I,rai l shiE _ {lC:61?O!:&. II Several yeaTS a 0 Fred SchI:1alzreidt 



12. Lr. Henry A. reyer - Jan. 13, 1955. 

o "m-JOO rlC threc or feur of those faked cov rs that he h<-'.d ac uired . I 
suppose uite a nunb r "ere put into circulation. I have a rec"'llect' on 
thnt KoTI' isor mention d it as a fake in hie coll.ll!'.!1 "t en tine. 

i:ith best. 'ishes -

Cordially yo 
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SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C. S. A . 

MEMBER: A. S . D. A. 

A. P . S . 
S . P. A . 

Mr Stanley B Ashbrook 

Box-3I-

Fort 'l'homas-Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

* BOX 573 

GRIFFIN. GEORGIA 

Jan-I2-1955 

Will you please Authenticate the enclosed Red Jack Cover, 

for me, for my account. 

Do not write on t he back of it, please, as it is offered to 

me, but in not my property as yet. 

Looks O.K.to me as I wish to . 

back my judgement before trying to buy it. 

RH:grh 

" 

, 



... 
~ 0 aynor Hubbell, 

0:: 573, 
r:i.i' , (,.a. 

Dcur TI<.yr..OT: 

J<m. 14~ 1955. 

rereu::.th t e 2¢ 1S63 cov J. fr 
!...&. &.... P .. YCl..'.rs (f tho 12 • Li1 7' 
C(Ner G L nine j n ... 1 . <"'pecte. I ellson 
to qu~ tic 1:. ,,"8. ... <::'p1lc:.l'ently a. ~, ... r>!llcg. 

. i cill _ _ to L'Oll eenvil1 , < . C. to Dr lin·tcn 
G .. H. , S.C. ~ lJn uary - '):"ob' b" _e64. . ith t. e 
.. c· ' city f puper <- ~ nvcl.o. s in t e .5.. ' onE:' 

. '0 u l' " the rlntf' " ot th7 . pply ror th 
.A.ii c . 

ith . 

, 



eJan .. 3, 1955 • 

.i.!' .. -ur,enc JaeG€r, 
34 Sumne!' !.vcnue~ 

Hor' (od 7, R. ! . 

De;).!' 1:r. Ja.ege . : 

Here is D. color slide th"t I D. de of a 
cove~~ t I'::,·ance. • _ftc:' I had photo .:"~phcd it 
.- . ali"'ed I h"i. li' . 'e Dn cr""ol'" it"! l7 desc:i'i t~C!l. 
I ~.f.'l sure you ;i..U n;rtq the eTTO:'''. 

A L;PPY . 1J YEf i1. 

Enclosed: 
.121 - .29 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. :Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

D8ar Mr. Ashbrook: 

January 10;' 1955 

Thanks for yours of the 3rd and color 
slide which I return herewith. 

Judging by the N. Y. 12; Credit this cover a~ears 
to be at least 7; overpaid on a weight of 1/2 to 2/3 OCt 

There ie, of course, also the possibility that it 
weigned only 1/3 to 1/2 oz. in which case it would be 
11; oTerpaid. 

I haTe not leen many covers from this period and 
with theee rates. They must haTe been rather confusing 
to Post Masters of small town. such as Pioche, NeT. and 
1 think the N. Y. rating should be made the Standard by 
which to judge these covers. 

Of the 2 mentioned in the Eoaton book, one i8 Short 
Paid, this particular one is oTerpaid and you sent me a 
photo ot another one from New Orleans which was allo 
overpaid. It appears that errors are more the rule than 
the exception. 

1 see the Waterhouse collection will be sold. 
May be you will get a look at the controversial 15; 
cover we have discussed previously. 

Be st regarde 

.. 



I~. ueene Jaeger, 
34 Su..'IlneJ:' I.ve., 

NO:rtl0od 7~ R. I . 

Deur tIr. Jaeger: 

Jllll. 13, 1955. 

I hrve yciu. s of th loth "1ith !'(;tum of the sli e of the cover 
\dth 27¢ to F- .mce in 1S72. (I UGsumc thut wao tl.o yem." of use o.nd 
thut no change wuo Me c in the year dcte) . 

I note thnt there \iaS . a Pioch02~EV. in lC70. I n 1"0 that tr.e 
letter 1'Ja3 prooobly 7¢ over paid.., t.hat ! el York th rcloi e credited 12~ 
to Britain.. I believe that nm', York found thc' the lclter was over 2 oz. 
but not ov T 2/3 oz., '1Ihich ueitht required 20C ~rlth a credit of 12¢ . 
No doubt the Nevada office fieurcd it ";as ov-}" 2/3 oz . - not ov r 1 oz., 
henco rcquil cd 26¢ . In such il ca:::e, the c"'Cdit would hr.ve been lS¢ . A. 
letter of 1/3 - not over 1/2 also received a credit of 12¢ (as y'u 6t~ted) 
with postane reql i cd of 16¢, 0 it is pooc.~blc the rete OOtld h :ve 1 een 
OVf1" ~id 11¢. ' 

I an enclosinr; for your records, a photo of the co rcrJ 1:1 ioh b.:.s 
my eJ 1"01" re - the rate • . 

I h' vo been llf>viaed th~t I 'tdll be r (!uosted to exa.:ine a numb 1" 

ot tho tontcrhGu'e cov 1" so no dou.bt I \'Jill have a chance to study thrt, 
controversial item. 

Lith kindest rc «roe -

Cord;") i.y yourG, 

" 



Lr. ugene Jaeger, 
34 Sumner j,ve., 

.~oZ1lTood ?, 

DoG!' ~. J~eger: 

Jan. 13, 1955. 

• • 

I h:lve yours of the loth with I' turn of the slide of the cover 
vlith 27¢ to Fra.'1ce in 11372. (I assumo that ",as the ye"-' of use and 
that no chnnse VIas rna 'e in the year date) . 

I note thnt there llUS a Pioche~ lfr~V. in 1670., I agree that the 
letter \"las probably 7¢ over paid, that Neu York therefore credited 12¢ 
'1:.0 Erittin. I believe thr..t Netr Yo"~k found th£.t the lett er \-las over ~ oz . 
but not ov"'r 2/3 0:3 . , l"lilich vleirht required 20¢ ,d th a credit of 12¢ . 
No doubt the Nevada ofi'ic~ figured it. was over 2/3 oz . - not ov"'r 1 oz ., 
hence required 26¢ . In such a case, the credit "muld have been 18¢ . A 
letter of 1/3 - not ovcr 1/2 also received a credit of 12¢ (as you stated) 
'!'lith postage req Ti T'ed of 16~~ , so it is possible the rate could h~ve been 
over paid l _¢. 

I am enclosin. for your records, a photo of the cover, \',hich h~s 
my error re - the r.:.te . 

I hmre been advised that I will be rcquested to €!X:B.r'line a numb(;r 
of the Uaterhouse cov-r o so no doubt I 'l<li11 have a chance to study th"t 
contr oversial item. 

With kindest re::,ards -

Cordially yours , 

• 



lILr. Stanley B. shbrook 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

11 ~~ason street 
Brookline 46, lJass. 
J3.nuary 18, 1955 

Ferewith I return your corres ' ondence with l~ . Jaeger. _ 
Hay I ventv.re some comments on the I'ioche, lIe-..:. 27;1 cover of nov .1872 . 

From such evidence ~s I have I think your original de­
scri~tion of 1;1 overpaid may be correct. lfy covers and source data 
indicate that the credit progression at Jew York may have been changed 
after th~ 10¢-16;1-201-'-26;1 retes went into effect durinG 1872, start ing 
on the basis of 6¢ credit for e~ch ioz. as stated in your letter to me 
of Jan. 3, 1955, quotine; from U.S.Mail C" r.O.Advisor, that is credit 6 
for l0 ,~ rate n~t over l730z. and for 16~ rate 1/3-ioz., correspondingJy 
credi t 12 for 20,e' rate -~-2/30z. and for 26,e' rate 2!3-10z., but then by 
tOMe date in 1873 che.nged tite better to conform with Frengh triple rh.te 

(int ernal pl'oeJ'ession per 10gr. weight) so that the ti.S.credit )rogression 
in 1873 stayed 6 for 101 rate to 1/30z.(10gr.) and for l6¢ rate 1/3-ioz.; 
12 for 20;t'rate t-2/30z. (i. e .12 for 10-20gr.', but credi t 18 for 26¢' rC),te 
2/3-1oz.(?0-30gr.) . . 

If the above change is correct, then Mr. Jaeger's suggestion 
of 11;1 overpay for possible 1/3-ioz. with credit 12 is not applicable to 
this Pioche cover of Nov. 22-Dec. 4, 1872, nor would your correction from 
l~ overpay to 7¢ overpay for i-2/30z. because of 12 instead of 18 credit 
be applicable. 

For example, I have a cover from New York with strip of three 
10.¢' 1870 sta,mps tied by N.Y. Foreign Mail cancels with red m:: :'AID YORK­
OCT 25- 12 in 1872 apparently 4;1 overpay of 26;1 rate via LONDON PAID ond 
A GL CALAIS 6 NOV. 72 PARIS A BORDEAUX same date to Angouleme. Here is 
credit 12 on the early basis of 6;1 credit per foz. about a month before 
the same credit l~ on the Pioche 27¢' cover l¢ overpay of 26;1 rate 2/3-1oz. 

Alno I have 16¢' cove~ 10.¢' plus two 3¢' 1870 stamps tied by red 
NEW FAID YOHK-JUL 5- 6 in 1873 showing retention of credit 6 to !6z.,even 
though the credit for the French triple 2/3-1oz. had become 18, as shown 
on Babcock cover (L.&S tryker Oct.18,1943, Lot 117) with two 10¢' plus 6;;!' 70 
from S.F. APR 16- NEW :?AID YORK-APR 24- 18- VJND03 PAID 5 MY 73 to Bordeau 
whi ch is in m:r collection. I have other 16t covers credi t 6, but none wi t 
credit 12. as Mr . Jaeger suggests. Do you have any euch or any 18 cre1it 
earlier than July 1873 ? 

With best regards, 

Sinc~rely yours, 

~C.~ 
)lu...1t ~ f 1C<D P,,,~ ~ ~ 



$ .•• :.r 

Hr. F~-..a 'J . Cole, 
IJyuck, ) . Y. 

Dear Ezra: 

J .:lh . 20, 1955 . 

Hereuith the four covers as porr your [; of the 17th. Here a -'e some cOf'1J:1ents: 

",air J¢ , 851 to France. Ttis i s merely- the 5¢ rate ovc!'p.:lic. by a pe.nny. 
This '\'iO.5 _ t 11 r.:.te but prop~rly JltLc U. S. lntn n::l unde!' the U. S . -Bri tish poctal 
treat y . II In (, ther words, the sum(pl,,"(' Q m~ . ) PI' vided under the tr("'~ty for the U. S. 
internal - not Qcnestic . Incidentdly this "G. B. " 1!larkillf -h L.S nl t uscd on such 
flail to France from the U. S. prior to Jan. 1, 1857 2nd as the tree ty \.nth Frt'nce 
'lent into cl"i'ect !.pril _ , l e57, it is most 'lL'1.u::nml ~~t e:c Hen-eh .31, 1857. In short 
!IC nhould e.xpect to wee it dl r:i.nc the i'il"st qWll"tCj~ of 1857 . 

2'> 1857 - i~eu YorI' l:ith "lOCTSI: • r.ttll'1~)r. u cd by c':~or en -Chis covC'r - It 
\',u.B used on ~tmnplrsf' '~Gil - uHp'-:.id 10~ lllt~S . l'cani!1~lecs on t~ io Rna the 111011 

probably crossei OU' b;," t: c clerk. Just a 3~ 1857 COV0r Hith a l-rr-ng stnnper • .. 
EOf t on ~hip 8. Note per IIJnj (~ilT)in. 1I In the fifties one of ~l~e most fru.:1oUS 

of clipper sh:'ps \'JaS the '!John G-' l pin. " It r-.m from BOoton ,:mu NevI York to San 
Francisco ~nd Honolulu ( ,_, oun' tLc Horn)" Ho 'ever thin f J"'l)l 0' ip ua Wl'ccked by 
an i ceberg off Cape !IOln c411 abandoned by her CrE-ll on Jan. 3C». 1858. ~-lllybe the 
John Cilpi n that ca ,o::'cd t'is lcttor Has a uccessor . I :l['..v~ no J'E"curd later t han 
1859. T:us use 1ms BOot on :Jov. 2 , 1860 . In 10 or left corner is '''roh-' cc"n -
Loanda - Sep 8 60" II 'I'hel' in a IILo'n:ia" i n !.neola anC: f:l1 isll11ld off the cost nnmed 
II Loanda. II Thie 11i ht have origin[ ted the-'c an brought into Booton by a private 
ship, the IIJohn Giloin. II ~ chip 1ette:!" uas cL :i."ged \-lith rcgul ,,· post<-<ce p:-us 2¢ 
ship fee . I asoume thic uas a triple rate - (h avy enclo6u:'e) of 3 x 3¢ plus 2¢ _ 
sllip fee - total ll¢ . Iru .. much C!r 3¢ .. IUS paid, there \",r0.5 8¢ c'ue -: thus, If Ship B. " 

f' . s . nt . J.o,1ia - 1~22 - TID. ... 1JaS a r.h'~) of the Pacific 1,I::lil S. c . Co. \vhich 
ran bet.-een San F:rancisco and Pa.nnma 1."61- le:66. Hhethc i.' she "IUS on t he Line at the 
time of thir;; lcttrr I do not kno-...-. I do not tho' k the Due is 21 but r.:- thlT l in a 
box. ~ ith 9¢ paid and ;0 (ue - th€ r£.te must have been 12¢ ['n the only tn<y I ca.n 
account for it, is thnt this ,-las a uadrup1~ r&.te of 4. 3¢ . iD~ of the at ove on 
the supposition the liSt 0 Louis I: Has f' till a nuil ship betl1 en S. F. and Pnnama in 
I-hrch lE66. I howe no j'ecord of Hhnt became of the ship n.fter she was tcl<en off the 
Line in 1866 or 'Vlhcn th<:t happened. "I~.yQj_~k Stea!lship" indicates carria.r,e frou the 
Isthmus to New YO!.1k by U. S. mail ship. The single rate, a 3¢ - the same U.r from 
S. F. Via Panama to the East (in 1P66) . 

Again 1'e - the 1¢ 1857 !Jet: York Nov 191- 1858 - 10 CTS . See I:1y l¢ buok Vol . 
2, p.:l e .126. I ill'U,;';trG.ted a strike llithot'.t yet:r "-nd cne ld.th Yf:::::"i~ (~ep 21 1859) . 
This cover lead a 1~ 1857 - 'l'y-rw. V - unsealed to "Chester Hill, . 11 - A most unusual 
use. 

Colson. Okay I \Till ,end any of his Bulletins to you that are' ent to me~ 
I Krug u s ed t o receive them but evidentl y he is ·off t~e list . Pcrhapc because he i s 
my friend. The redhead hates rr.e Hors e t han poi son and of course t he fee1ine is mutual'. 



I 

I 

• 1/2. Ur ~ Ezra D. Cole - Jan. 20, 1955. 

Casl2!:!:.IT. r :'oc.d the ~noane column Clnd it cave me e.. pain. That damn 
little cGuirt. '.1Oulct l,ik co rive the inp' €ssion that 1 e \Was C' sprry' s closest 
friend and phiLtc_ic adviner. ll"t a 'rum fool ho is to "!'ite such crap. lfuts . · 

l:hen Spcrati firtit p!'oduccd lis, Confed" "TEn," 
Gus Dir tz ex. :::'ained fully in one of 1 is catnlo ue Gup:~lemerics the l1ethou he used 
to proQuce by photogrZlI?hy a 1 eproduct . on thct UP. pc.red to be a ~ ," ne enr,raved stamp. 
Of coU:'"SC Dict~· must ImO\'~ Ghe printing business anrl nJl :eatw, es of it because he 
has al'"u.ys been a 'IC!7 nm.:::.rt Gernun. Have you got, a copy cf tile Dietz exp1u.no.tion? 

yom s dc., 

P. S.-I f ':'nl that the L',irtz explan tion of the Spf'l~oti "TEN" wac cc'ntaincd in a 
"supplemt;nt" to the C. S. A. I1Bullctintl issue /,'23 of Dec . 191..9. If yen do not hnve 
a copy w::'it,e Dietz for one. Ho doubt he can supply. 



3930 Red Bud Ave 
Cincinnati, Ohio • 



f-1r . Hillard H. Jack, 
3~30 Red Bud Ave . , 

Cincinn~ti 29, Ohio . 

Hecl" : 

Jan. 171 1955 . 

He rn-1ith tpe tuo 1¢ ..,tcr.::ps as per yours of the 14th. 
The copy m!J.rked f 133 is t e 1¢ R issu3 of leOO on soft p< per. The 
S. U. S. Giv s t e imp oSGion tl''I~t t ':'6 P ras rin~ed 'if t e 
National B:m.k Note CoInJ'.m1y, thoueh it is enel'Jlly believed it uus 
rintcd by the Am6rican &nk IJote Company. It in not be::.ieved that 

Ikti noJ.. printed lll'\Y ota"'1pa on soft ~o 

Rer:nrdin the other .-tOP.lP n"'rkcd ,"1?3 . If J'ou ·!ill 
hold this to tho Ii. ht you vfill note it hen sone thin spots . Under 
the microscope it appears thc:.t an att€!l:lp·t \:<1 I"I."dc t r !' in the e 
defects lith 130, e foreirn substance. Becau"'e of this defect I ju ce 
you \l u1d not care to acquire this copy, hence I mn not signinG it . 

I <lIIl encloninr ti'O l'efercnce c.or:!J>s of the. hc.rd .:md 
soft pn.pers of lic.tional, Contlnental d ':1crican, ' rhich accopt lith 
my compliments. SO-1Je A.'mericllIl paper is v ry oo ... 't .l ruch s that used 
foj,~ the Columbian8 . \';e also fin' some Am ricnn, used r4:z is a much 
better [rade and quite similn. to the per ured by Continentc1 in the 
last half of the GeVentief:;' 

The_'o is no fee . 
I 

lath rCf:ll'ds -

Sinc r s 
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FACTS ABOUT POSTAGE STMIP ILLUSTRATICllS 

United States Stamps 

illustrations of canceled or Ul'lCanceled United States postage stanps 
are permitted by l.a'1 when the illustr~tions comply "rlth ill of tho foller. -
ing conditions (title 18, U. f .e., sec . 504(b), and re ulat10ns of the 
Secretary of the Treasury issued thereunder, published in 31 CFR, part 
400) : 

(1) TIley Cl. e in black and ",'hite. 
(?) They are printed and published for philatelic purposes . 
(3) They a.re printed in articles , books, journals, nev·sp"pcrs, 

or albums (including the circulars or advertising literature 
of legit~tc dealers in stamps or publishers of or dealers 
in philntelic or historical articles, books, journDls, 0:'" 

alburls) • 
(h) They nrc of II size less than three-fourths 01 ore thllIl one 

and one-half tmcs thc;.t of the genuine stamps. 

All othcr illustrations of canceler! " r uncancc~ cd TTnit St e:3 postage 
stampz £:l'C prohibited by title 18, U.S.: ." ection ~'/4 , hich prohibits the 
nakint; of .any print , photoeraph, or oU. i. p.tcssion h'1 uhe likeness f any 
obli ,atir~n or other securit.7 ~f the United states, or ooy po.rt of a United 
States obligc:.tion or security, except by direction of the SecI'otary of the 
Treasury. 

Foreie.n Stamos 

illustrations of canceled and uncanceled foreien postcge stamps are 
p mUted by law \'111en the illustrations cc ly uith ill of the following 
con itions (title 18, U. S.C., scc . 504(8)): 

(1) They are in bloc!- and white • . 
(2, They me printed and pub::!.ish~ for philr.telic !",urposes. 
(3) They (.re printed in c.rticlE'r., 'ooks) jOlLTI1..'l..C..E: , na"lspape?~, 

or albmns (includ.ing the circ ::"a:!'s or adveIti ;. g lite] ·tt'~ e 
of legit~cte dealeI's in st~ ps or publishers of or denIers 
in philatelic or hist rica! a:.ticles, books, journals, or 
albums). 

illustrEoticns of fo ·eign postage stamps c"-mplyinr; llith the foregoing 
conditions may be printed in 8QY size. 

All other illustrati~ns of cancel~d and uncanceled foreign postage 
stamps, except illustr~t:-ns of demonetized postage s~~s, ~re considered 
prohibited ly title IS, •• C., section 4(1, 'I;'hich prohibitr the making of 
any photoerc::h, r:Llt , r::· i ~pression b. t:.e ~ikeness of ::my obli-ation or 
other security f a :oreign govern~ent, nr any part of such ob1i~aticn or 
security. 

The foregoin <.. restr·ctions do not apply t o illustrations of demonetized 
foreign postage stan .s, :. . e., foreign post8.ce stamps .-:hich ere no longer 
valid for postage in the cou.ntry ,1hich issued th€Z!l, and :illustrations of 
such sta: ps rollY, for example, be in color. Ho·ever, the counte1"i'eiti.'lg 
of demonetized forei£n stamps or t e frauaulent use of illustr~tions of 
demonetized fore gn stamps is prohibited by title IS, U.S. C. , secticn 502. 
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Slides and ether Tra~snarencies 

illustratiC'ns of postage stamps for aIV ptU--pose or in any marmer other 
than as set ..:'orth above a1 e prohibit except by special permission cf the 
Secretary of the Treasury. P sens wishinC to make slides" motion picture 
files" and other transp~rencies of United States or foreign postage stamps 
for phi1£teIic" educational, or historical purposes shculd request special 
permission therefor from the Secretary of the Treasury, Treasury Department, 
Jashington 25" D. C. The request should describe the specific stamps which 
it is desired t.o illustrate, and e."Cplain the purpose for l11ich the slides 
or other transp~rencies are to be used. Permission is not granted when the 
slides or other transparencies are to be used for a vert.ising or other 
cCDmercial purposes . 

Inquiri es relative to the illustration of posta:-e stamps should. be 
made to the United States Secret Service" Tre<lsury D6_ artment, vlhich is 
the agency ch9l"Ced \ 'th the enforcer ... en.t of Ia and regulations n.pplicable 
to postace stamp illustr~tions . 



TREASURY DEPAR'UiENT 
Office of the ief 
U.S.SECRET SERVICE HASHIIDTON 25,D.C. 

August 27,1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 No Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mro Ashbrook: 

Refer t.o File rIo. 
710.7. 

I have your letter of August 23, 1954, requesting 
authorization to make color transparencies of 19th Century 
U. S. postage stamps of the general issues for philatelic 
purposes. 

In viEl\</ of all the facts and circumstances, you are 
hereby authorized to make and project on a screen colored 
transparencies of the stanps specified. It is undorstood 
that the slides will remain your personu..l property .:m.d uill 
not be rented or sold to others1 and 1 further, that no 
opaque enlarr;ements or prints .. Jill be mnde from the trans­
parencies for any purpose. 

The set of slides should include one bearine; a printed 
notice to the effect th.:;.t they ,'Tere made by special pcr-~ 
mission of the Chief, U. S. Secret Service .. Treasury Uepnrt­
ment, and that further reproduction" in ~"lhole or in part, is 
strictly prohibited. 

This authority may be revoked at DIly time. 

Very truly yours, 

(sie;ned) U. E. Bauchman 
Chiaf, U. S. Secret Service 



,A.:J)l.~. 

~.:J)l.;'. 

OJ.(n:.~.1\! • 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. o. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

3Jark it. ilnlrl1wnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~1!a.con ~tree± 

~o5ton 16, c#lRassadptseits 

January 25, 1955 

fJl.~.!,-. 

!,--Td.!,-­
~L~.?-.l!l.~_ 

My thanks for your letter of January 20th. The Livingston cover certainly is a 
beauty. I would like very much to hold this photo to show my best prospect for such 
an item who is currently out of town. I shall not send it to him until I receive your 
permission to do so and will hold here until hearing from you. I would be happy to 
buy it ou~ight myself, but feel that its price is now fairly near the maximum that I 
could ever hope to secure so that the possible ultimate profit would not make the invest­
ment worth while. I understand that you cannot give me a firm offer on it and will 
also understand if it should be sold by the time I might develop a client for it. 

Though it is possible that you may wish to keep the source of this material con­
fidential which I would understand, I am interested in the "name" behind the material 
since such will assist in its sale and be a question asked me whenever I offer the cover. 
Is it the Stark material? I have been hoping that you would be given this material to 
sell ultimately. I probably would be more interested in the other nice Confederate 
postmaster provisionals that you mentioned from the same collection. Would it be pos­
sible for you to send along a list of them, or better yet, all of the covers with your 
prices? I might be able to use quite a few of them as my current stock of provisionals 
is quite low. 

AI ... ~ ",0 ~c.,.. ~ "'''1 6.~ ... 1c. fJ ~, - 32 ; T I3tlA -<. r 
Enclosed is a #9Xl used rom Boston on the original cover. I have no reason to 

doubt it, but one client of mine whose knowledge in this field I consider to be somewhat 
in the embryonic stage has questioned it. Your comments will be appreciated. 

I understand from Mr. Rust that you have succeeded in convincing him of the merit ' 
of certain rare U.S. covers outside of his current field of specialization and commend 
you for so doing~ I have tried without success to do this myself and have found that 
he is quite reluctant to buy covers wherein the major portion of the value is in the 
cover and markings rathe~ than the stamps attached. He will pay the price on off cover 
material, but seems to be unduly price conscious on covers as you may have noticed your­
self • 

Wi-th kind regards, 

Jaz'':::th 
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III' . Jo c.: E! Mo1€' .... "-..... ,h, 
:LO;J Fc co l. . , 

Boston I, 5S. 

""en J c/o: 

Jan. 27, 1955 . 

.' - tl: L::·lZ'i~ ten. I -:0 fOr e n furth"l" efro' t to dispos 
bec, u e 1 rl:l 1~,- vine t, r'r" "'Y rni.c to ~ri6:t "-

oc h:'1 run nIl 1Ti.ll buy it. Ho ·ove ..... , me c"n lle-, r t 11 
,:.n' I nay b ' (. it b r ck t 1::" r:c tC'3€t rr . !it. ., c othpr covorc . 
In t_ e me ~·lt:i.J 0 I hev 11 object·, on to y:'lU off. L'i!l.. it subject to 
Bel!" . I ':'ll probably be <- a::r -- til. 'edn"'sday of noct 'eek. I can 
aSfJuro :rou it is net fro:'1 the f'tr!'l: co~l('ction ... n' t ('> ch: nces are 
you never .cord of tho mmc:r' .. He i" an 01(' fj,·ien' of ine. 

Tho boy;; , 0', .. 1 K .... st·ni ;-t as \l 1 .Ol'cc.t the ':tn k cllecticn as 
l~·s . .... . \las left uith pl€'ntj- C:: r.1 ney <n' rhe n:nt.,.· Harold, J:;.'. to 
hnve thc lmolo collecticn. It is like the Ue\"bu7Y - neit' cr l'll be 
sold so eve bo mi ht ~s well ~org t both . ~~. Stark did not co lect 
CO!L"ed'"'ratcf' e£.ipeci 11y • • . ·. Frovlsioncls . I belie rc he hQd a. feti thin 5 

like Priooncr of :!', Blocade and r-uch sp€ci8lt:i.es . 

TIe - :1r. Rust . Yes, it b inrJC€' nice t ~t he is becan1inf' no .. e 
intcrccted in COVe-'D . It -!ill prove a v ry -lise st p . 

Sincerely yours , 



Hr . J ck 1.. blcmrorth 
102 Bc~con St. , 

Boston 16, 1~s5 . 

,-,0 J<.:.ck: 

Jan. 27, 1955. 

He ,... "t the t .. r ,e i' 1 as '!') r yours oi'-he .5th. 

c - the ~ lr69 J~scct . I 
yenr ro c. I nov· 1 ~d occrlsi n to ul:-t t 
~IOl,;evrr tr c 1. n nct ~l rr of t -t ",,' is 
as:t ppe~ls - no ct. rk, crtc . , EO I C0 
~pi"'lr n thrt it is u-nuine . Lll"l pure 7 ur u 
cood <'6 minc. 

c: - the 5¢ Nc T ork cov r to Austri . I i'"'CI'lcnb .... this as a 
cove)' :tr(')m the Gibson c"'llection. Oi on crt': nly l'nml"l the 5 
Net; York rln hnd .'0 reg rded this"" the blue nr cr it ,...cul ve been 
offered a such in is sale. In T'1J' op h:i..on t.he papG:l:' i3 ;:'he recular 
bIni h . I r: 'p:,osc thi copy ,. ~ Uf d on tl is c rPl' but I C':.Ill1ot C;'­

press rn op:ini n to that effect or aui:.he.."1ticate it ~ 6 a genuine cover. 
I ':0,,11 thin.l< a buy r G o ..... '.1d be satiGfied thee it came from the Gibsc.1 
collccticn and is as described in the catnlogue of t e sale. 

, 
Fe - the ot er coyer. Jbout. c..:!J. I c s y abo't 

certainly looks ood but I "loul. be assuming too much 
~ opinicr- it is a genuine cov~r . 

tl 10 is thc.t it } f V if'\A 
to state that in R 0 (' ... \ 

va50V) 
st N~a Hatural1y no ch rge for the abov • 

Sincerely yoUJ~l'l, 



,A.l!I.~. 

~.l!I.l'-. 
QL(fi.~.~. 

31ark 1t. ilnlr!1wnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 tf!l2Ctcon ~±r22i 

~o5ton Hi, ~assadl-us2i±s 

February 1, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

(fi.J!;.!--. 
!--.:N.j\.. 

~.~.~.l!I.J!;. 

Many thanks for your two letters of January 27th. I can, 
of course, understand your feeling that it is impossible to express 
an opinion on t he 2¢ 1869 bisect. I also appreciate your comments 
on the 5¢ New York cover from the Gibson collection, as well as 
the one used from Boston. 

I would greatly appreciate your letting me know upon your 
return from the trip you mentioned whether or not the Livingston 
is still available and also if possible sending along a li~t, or 
better yet, the other Provisional covers that are still available 
as I would be quite interested in them. I was quite sorry to hear 
that the Stark collection is being maintained for the son as I had 
hoped that it would be given to you for sale. 

Have you ever suggested to Mr. Rust that collecting Confeder­
ates would be an interesting field for him? With his Georgia loca­
tion it would be a natural. 

Hoping that you had an enjoyable and successful trip, 

JEM/pww 

c?-th_ bet ,rdS, 

~MOlesworth 



'. 

Hr. II. Gray !fuzzy, 
% Federal-!.fogul Corp., 

11031 Shoancl{er Ave ., 
Detroit, Inch. 

Dear Gray: 

Feb. 2, 1955. 

Herewith I am returning to you the 5¢ 1856 plue 10¢ 
1855 cover from New Orleans on Feb. 21, 1857. I find that I 
had some correspondence "dth Ezra Cole about this cover but up 
to this writing I have been unable to locate the file. I have 
a photo print that I evidently made in the spring of 1951, \vpich 
states that this cover was Lot 538 in the Bro\v.n stile in 1939, 
also Lot 106 in the Harmer Rooke sale on April 16, 1951. 

So far I have not been able to arrive at a definite 
analysis. I am convinced that the use was from New Orleans on 
Feb. 21, 1857. It went via New York ~nd British Packet to 
England. HO\-/ever, at thnt time there was no l5¢ rate under the 
U.S.-British trec:..ty. If a letter by this rt!,te Heighed 1/2 ounce 
or under the rate was a single or 5t. aver 1/2 oz., but not over 
1 oz., the rate was 10¢, over 1 oz. and not .0vPr 2 oz. it was 20¢, 
there "taS no rate over 1 oz. but not over l t oz (no triple or 
3 x 5¢). So much for the U. S. pay of l5¢. The French postage 
due is 64 decimes, or the U. S. equivalent of approximately \,1.22. 

I Such a due \-muld have required 20¢ by "Br. Pkt ." 

I have made new photographs, front and back, and hope 
to make a correct analysis of the cover later • 

./ 

11rs. Ashbrook joins me in kindest regards. I did enjoy 
going thru your 60nfederate collection and wish to again express 
rrr:r appreciation. 

Cordially yours, 



• 

l~. Eugene Jaeger, 
34 Sumner Avenue, 

I-Jortrood 7, R.I. 

Dear ¥Jl' . Jaeger: 

Feb. 9, 1955. 

Here ~re tuo photo print'S - one is of a folded price current with de­
scription on the bacT!:. The other is of a. cover with a 3¢ 1851 ",hich had a pair 
of 1~ 151 (rooo"('(l). Both of these "Tent by the same mail to France ' - By British 
Packet on Harch J , 1857 ( cdnesduy - reeular sailinr d~ of Cun.s.rd) . The 3¢ cover 
proves that the ether cover uent 'by t lis mail (in z!\y opinion) . 

As you are m'lare, there was no l5¢ rate and the French due is "6411 de­
cimes. Accordine to your table a French due of "64'.' deci."'les would require 4 x 2l¢ 
by Amer. Pkt. to Eileland. The French "6" and t!4" seer to be in the SaJ:le ink and 
made at the s.:une t:iJlle. There is no evidence that there were any other otamps on 
the cover. I huve no evidence that clther new Orleans or new York used a red 
ringless (rid in 1857. '1.'he New Orleans pm tr.J.&!"k on the stamps appeared to be genu­
ine, and in holding the inside b"ck of the stamps to a very stron~ light there \vas 
no evidence of any nature. On the 3¢ cover the red New York postmark is v€ry faint -
much fainter than in the photOGraph. A comparison of the t1'10 indicates the one" on 
the 15¢ cover is eenuine. 

The only explanation I can offer is that this communicrt~.on had an 00-

. closure that required 20¢ by Cunard and 64 decimes due in France. That the extra 
5¢ that should have been paid i'las either paid in cash or chc.rged to the business 

I firm whose handstamp is on the cover . Nc-w Orleans should have l!lCl.rked I1Paid 5¢1I or 
put on anot her 5¢ stamp. Or else the p. O. clerk at the N. O. theuGht 151ft \.,ras 
sufficient and let the letter go thl~. Perhaps this is the most logical solution. 
No doubt Neu York noticed the S ort payment of 5¢ but 'Ihat could they do? Let it 
go thru or return the letter to New Orleans for the extra 5¢ . Have you any explana­
tion for the French "5h"(?) in the upper left? r·faybe N€'Iof York'did use a red ring­
less crid in March IS 57 - They did use such a "killerll in 1261. 

I .. rill ~eatly appreciate your conunent. 

It is possible that I sent you photo prints of this 15¢ cover in 1950 or 
1951 as it first came to ~ notice at that time but I cannot find any record that 

... I dis cussed ,it ltTith you, hence this letter. 

With kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 



I 

1r. J . G. Fl el:o .at 1n; 
419 Union ut . , 

Ionia, Weh. 

Feb. 9, 1955. 

'(l - the (ray ill' zy cove with tho 5¢ r!l lO¢ 't-o F rnee. 
Here i D. C JV of !'I 1 ttcr thrt I have Tritton to Jaeeer 

o<:E:'thc-r uith' , pbOto l'int", n 1 1 of \01, 1c unto 
me rt roul' 

Jnege'1' in a oet proficient stu ent f' rate! and nurkinr,s 
on I1ill to F ""nee having de D. pcciD.l <;tudy of French due 
m;: rkin s on mail frotl th() U. U. 

Aft( l~ a vory c.' ful tudy of the CO"ll.,.o1' , _ ''ll conville that 
qy analysiG io c rrect . 

L t _r :ill:i.' te ur~ .tif"Gcr I hear fron Jaegcr tmd if the 
1C'tt r II reeD, thon I \·dll be [1 d to sign tho cov r on the ek. 

If th0rc nre nrw points yeu do ot Jlder('t~ nd be sure mrl . et 
me ki.1o\l. 

Y uro (tc., 



HOWARD GRAY MUZZY 

/\--fL.<..V'~' l' tr-"- taL 
11f4.~J. tJdi ~~~ ~ 
'~~ ~ 

r~cv:;C4~ 





l-fr . Eugene Ja.eger, 
34 ~umner Avenue, 

UOI'l100d 7, n. I . 

Dear Mr. J a.eger: 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
fl. O. Box 3l 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
FORT THOMAS, KY. 

Feb. 9, 1955 • . 

Here a~ c tuo photo printn - one is of a fclded price current -dth de­
scription on the back. The other is of a. cover \"lith a 3¢ 1851 uh1c11 had D. pair 
of 1¢ t 51 (removed) . Both of these 1fCnt by the srune mnil to France - By E ·itish 
Packet on 14.:1rch hJ 1857 (~ dnesdc.y - regular sailinr dLW of C I'd) . The 3¢ cover 
proves that the other cover \ient by this O<.1.i1 (in my opinion) . 

As you are <1wa.re, there wna no 15¢ r&te and the French due is "6411 de­
cimes. According to your table a French due or 116J~" deci es woula require 4 x 2l¢ 
by Amar. Fkt. to England. The French n61f and "4" coom to be in the Sal 0 ink and 
mnde at the s., .,e tiIle. There is ne evidence that there . er e any other stompo on 
the cover. I have no evidence thnt clther New Orleans or Ned York used a. red 
ringlcss rid in 1857. '1'11e Na-r Orle.nns pen tmark on the stamps appeared to be genu­
ine, and in heldi ~ the inside b..:'lck of the sto.r.Jps to a very stl n,:J light there '\ as 
no evidence of <.my ntlture. On the 3¢ cover the red Nmt York postoork is vry faint -
much fainter tha.l1: in the photograph. A com rison of the t't'lO indicates the one on 
tbe 15¢ cover is genuine. 

The only explanation I can offer is that this cO"7lTI1I.ll1ic~tion had an en­
closure that required 20¢ by Cunard .md 6h deci.':lcs due in France. That the extra 
5¢ that should have been paid l'1an either paid in cash or ch .... rgcd to the business 
firm \'1hooo handstamp is on the cov r . NO';, OrleD.ns should hive m.::l.rked "Paid 5¢1I or 
put on another 5¢ stamp. Or else the p. O. clerk ut tho If. O. thought 15¢ .-ras 
sufficient and let tho l'Otter go thru. Perhaps this is the &loot logical solution. 
No doubt Mal York noticed the s art r.~ent of 5¢ but what could they do? Let it 
go thru or return tho letter to He\ol Or1eo.nG for the extra 5¢ . Have you a.ny expl<l.t1E.­
tion for tho French 'I 5J~" (?) in the uppo:; '" left? I~be I'iet-l York ' did uso a 'cd r 'ng­
lOGS prig in Harch 1857 - They did use such a nkiller" in 1e61. 

I \-lill greatly a.ppreciate your co ent. 

It is possible that I sent you photo Pl':ints of this 15¢ cover in 1950 or 
1951 as it first CD.r:'e to my notice at tho t time but I cannot find any record tha.t 
I discunsed it uith you~ hence this letter. 

With kindest regards -

Cordinlly yours, 
STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK 

P. O. 80x 3l 
.33 N. Ft. ThOmat Iw •• , 

fOItT Tt-fOMAS, KY. 



Mr. Stanley ~. Ashbrook 
P. O. ~x Jl 
Fort Thomal. ~. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

February 14, 1955 

I haTe yours of the 9t enclosing 2 photos. 
Yes, you did send me a copy of A60 which we discusaed in April 1951. 

At that time I was (and still am today) against the theory that a Triple 
rete existed during the Pre-Treaty French Mail period applicable to 4 known 
covers showing a 15; prepay_ent. 

A602 was one of thell '- ~ genuine) but underpaii by 5; ) 
The other had a 5 & 10; 1847 genuine but overpaid by 10;(?) (N9-w bl.l 'ry ? 
The third was the Waterhouse cover 
The fourth was a fake withdrawn from the Meroni Sale. 

None of these showed French Dues that would correspond in weight 
to a Triple U. S. rate. 

A602. according to the French Dues collected, weighed betwee~ 1.86 
and 2 OIl. or 52t to 60 grammee and U. S. Postage should haTe been 20¢(4x5;) 
by ~ritish Packet. It 11. of course, not the chart rate "x" which would 
have required 4 x 21; by an Ailerican Packet. A602 went under the HZ-reduced" }Cv }_ 
rate froll Jan.l, 1857 to March Jl, 1857 as per Anglo-French Treaty, the vee. 
IJ dec. haTing been reduced to 8 dec. (See Pari. MeIlo). The 8x8 or 64dec. 
due is absolutely correct for ~riti8h transatlantic service. 

In the U. S. this COTer was e1 ther underpaid and paned by the P.O. } t) nc\ e " \., \ \ 
or as you suggelt it may have been possible that the 5; difference was rO q 
charged to sender or eTen paid in Oash in which case it should have been ~ V'I~ \ 

so marked. ra~:. eel 

AI to the red grid killer I'm afraid I cannot help you. It is POSSible } ? 
that N. Y. had such a killer in 1857. New Orleans did use a ringed grid 
about this time. 

I cannot explain the French 54 in upper left. I ha~ seen similar 
markings on other covera (see your photo ~207 also Athens. Ga.cover). 
They are probably BOlle sort of code used by French clerks but I admit 
I can't I1ake any sen.e or pattern out of them. 

I have no doubt that A602 is a genuine cover. k: (0 \r yecl-
A C':o ,ve1r The>r­

A60J with the pair of 1; would be normal. It's weight: between } Wev-,r 5~ The. 
7i and 15 gr&m:lles and 2 x 8 dec. due. (U.S. single but French double). ~C>V'Y)e I\-\~I \ 

I return your photos enclosed and hope I have been of so.e help. 



I· 

I:Tr. Eugene Jaeger, 
34 fumner Ave • ., 

N"orlrood 7., P. I . 

Deilr Hr. Jaeger: 

Feb. 19, 1955. 

Thahks very ouch for yours of the 14th. \ve seem to be 
in complcle ilLreer!lCnt on the l5¢ cov -1'. ilftcr I 'Tote you, I reDlize 
that I had overlooked the reduction in the French duos of the first 
quarter of l( 57, c...nd that the "Z" dues for that quarter ''lpre the smne 
ilS your II ) II colUI,;lIl. I feel sure that the cover is [enuine Dnd that it 
.<las underpaid by 5¢ . The P.O. clerk could have chareed the 5¢ to the 
New Orleans firm W'ln cculd have collected it lrtcr" but if this ''laS 

done, he should have mal'ked it as "Paid 20 . " :t airy rat e" the French 
due of ~. duc:iJnes ShOHS the ''lay the French ueiched the letter a.nd this 
proves that 20¢ pay \las necessary in the U. S. 

All of this is very interesting and all students who . are 
interested in covers of this class 0' e you a debt of gratitude for your 
fine article that. appeared in "STAHPS" and it ' $ a.ccompany-iug table of 
ounces and Vrnr.mes. A very fine contribution. 

I am enclosing here1.vith four (4) color slides of the two 
. iV~terhouse coverSe These. e- e <""ent to me 1o.st Month. Becau'Se I refused 
to authenticate them as I enuine they were rdurned to Sir Nicholas and 
\1ill not be included in the sale next June by H. R. Harmer &. Co. in 
London. The slides ShOH front and tack of both covers . I believe you 
can obtain a good vie,..r of these by holdine thC'.D1 aL;ainat a strong light 
."ith a good magnifying glass . 

lvith my kindest reeards 

Cordially yours, 



Feb. 19, 1955. 

I~. J . G. F1eCkenst in, 
43-9 Union t ., 

~onin, Tich. 

Dear Jack: 

Here is the lettCi" froD Eugene Jaeger 
regardin the lfuzzy cover. You ,,;ill note 
tha t our opinions Dre in agreement . 

Kindly turn this at y ur convenience 

nth best vrishes -

Y urs tc., 



.. .. 

, .:t' . G!T~r 1uz~y" 
1ol!ell Cm',l t~ 

BlcoI!lfi _ . IijJ~,." Hich . 

Denr rJ.ay : 

Feb. 23, 1955. 

Y l'. D of tIle 15th !'cceived l'.ls-t \,6ck .... nd I prG!l;rtly fon,i, rded you 
a copy of my CCl'1.fcd 1-1 t 1. ith !fI'IJ cul1pl:Lrr:elJ.tb . I ~1l, therefore re-
t-Jrn:ng yuu. c~ eck .1 1'1"" • t 1 :!: th[U11~ Y u nCYt 1ihcless .. 

Jc.clc 1 etc 1:0 l V( - , • I 01' (, hr ~ yew. had Ct ntl"ibutcl to tIl ex-
pcnr,e (f om (,:'.~p tc ('cLr it and th~t 1 c 11<.(' i.urnrd YDur check ov r , \-lith ' is, 
t o Ch: .. rlie fuicroon.. I nv(' _ot:k~(' ~l~ \'01'.1 fJ'o~ Cll r'i("> ! ieL il"' the cause 
of. the ('el."y in ncl:nol'lc"f;ixl£ rccc,pL of .. "cm' 1.i-'i.,( r . Cht:.r~i J .. -tes -~o -'rite 
lettGJ~s, in _':'a ct, prrfo c c.ttcndin0 to t in u on tLc l::lOr1'Ot! r&thn' than today 
an-l in so l'!k1.i1~; Cc SO" , t norrOl: l~ vc..vy sJ.ou in < 1 r:bring. I .:.D. have Jack re­
mind ':1r • 

RCg,Hdii1g Y lP' 5~~ plus ].O,~ COVl. r to for lce. I d.l plca ed to imom 
you th, .. t I malic a rloat tho);:' u (h s';;o_c'y of -t lct cov ' and I am convinced it is 
genuine .. The corpcct ~01 'cion ir, in bri~ as :1:0110\<'/8 - The fi11J t [_t Trkilc<' 
this 1,ttc:.' tll'l1.3Lc th,~t 15~ \Tu.s tl 0 propC1' Gum to pay, lIhoTC<lS thoy Ghc ld have 
paid 20(:J . Th\~ HeH Orl0.<lno . ( . Imt> :.1\:T'1'0 u.i the identity of the firm and no 
doubt. cl1i'.rged t.heir box wit.h ,the 5¢ pho~ t pt.jo'71mrt. 01' t' e p . ( . clerk 1"1~.y 1 ave 
overlooked the G lort pay f )I:~ o.n1 pCJ o-'itted th , Itt 1 t COl/at, is." The lAtter 
s~ m-IS po~ te. 0 G.uo in FH:mce of 64 dec:' "cQ. This ,cant t ~ t the lr.ttel" 1.'iar· \'fc iChcd 
by the French in eXCess of 52.50 Crnr;mcs or the equivalent in ounces of ovo' 
1.852 ounces . 

As ntatcd in my plevious lctt< X', U io lecter l'la 'l,ranBrl..::..tted Via 
Enelam'I:, ' ;:Orance und,;, t.o te 'ffiS or t } e U. S.-British po "t.: 1 treaty, < nd paYL'1Ent 
was requi_ cd as follo"rs: 

Not ovrr 1/2 ounce 5¢ 
over 1/2 ounce but not over 1 ounce 10¢ ov-r 1 ounce but not over 2 ounces 20¢. 

You "rill .1Ote there lrms no 15¢ rate, no rate betvreen 1 ounce and l?:i ounces . 

FmthorJl ':'.nother complication about this covel' and jts French due marking 
is the fact that the 2ft dec:i.mes ap:,. ied to nan by this transit onll durine t e 
first quar·tor of 1857. He see cove' s to France with paymQntn of l5~~, but such a 
rate "ms durine the U. S.-French treaty period . The treaty \tient into effect on 
Apr.'l 1, 1857. 

Incidentally, t his letter J:1Ust have hact enclosures to T oi, h in excess of 
1.85 ounces . And furt 11er , to i£:'equlre a U. S. 20¢ paynent v .. nh 64 decines due in 
France by British Transit "muld apply!; as stated only during the first quarter of 1857. 
I have never seen such an item. 

, 



1;2. r1r. Gray l-fu.zzy - Feb. 2,3 , 1955 . 

If the addressor paid an extra 5~ at the ti!',c of T.1llilin or if 5¢ 
\'1CJ.6 cl rt cd tn th(> iiI , such a payment should h:lve been noted on the lntt r . 

I ho;"e a friend dm-Ill Erfit '<1110 in a very competent and thorough student 
0_ mail to F!'01 cc of t.he eighteen fllites . I sent l:im a p: otograph of your cover 
a _<1 my fina ' analysis u,o c iven above, anc1 he aereed that Il\V solution was correct . 

the French rn 
pro~ ri.! " ly ~ 

of an ( -mec. 

il t e P. r . rlld J ritain ruted mail jn ounces, 
T leir Gin Ie r. t .ms 7;:. c rWEles lThich, \11 He ap­

ll..1'l ounce, :cJ.S nctt.ally 7. 09 of an ounce r" ther t an 7. 50 

Ioolt tlO 1 ivin. s', nor 
Ilh. C~ I:b:: n Lin • 

no ::..uto a collect.; on belov; the 

'l.~1 dId if i :1 ox "/."" C 1',' io I "- 'rit,e y u . 

'-ith GV(>~'Y od wir;h -

Co iall.. yo "' , 

.. 

, 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

January 28th, 1955 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashhrook, 
P . O. "3ox 31 , 
1"ort 'lhomas , Kentucky . 

Dear Stan: 

Here is a very poor combination cover that was sent to me . 
The 01-mer wants ,,300 . 00 for it . Perhaps you will want to 
take a photoBraph of it . Any way and if there is anything 
you think we can do with it, keep it and VIe ~rill spli t . 

I will let you knOH if I hear anything about the derber 
cover . If he still has it we can get it . 

Sincerely, 

EDG :mkl 



14r. Ezra D. Cole, 
'Iyac • ~ I. Y. 

Dear ZiOn.: 

F • 2, 1955. 

He!'mrith t.lO 5~ -+ lO¢ ' 47 cov r as per 
Y(J','" of t ~C 2/ h . T is t ing is 0. fokc tl the 
orit."incl rnte WlG 48¢ . I doubt if t in ran any 
son of D. l"lge urarp ., or cov _ ' ·th 48¢ (50¢ - 2¢ 
ovcrJW) paid in 181~7 st" p", . \Jll".t a miscrnble 
lookin t, ling it in and y ur client should be· 
a~l cd of hm elf in aski 300. 00 for it . 

Hu iedly yours , 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK • NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHO N E N Y A.CK 7-0964 

February 1st , 1955 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort 'Thomas , l\.entucky . 

Dear &tan: 

I am enclosing a copy of "The Philatelist" Robson 
Lowe1s magazine . Please return this for I Hant it . I 
jihink you get copies but I just Hantod to be sure that 
you seen this . 

I particularly call your attention to the last para­
graph on page 100 Hhich bears out what I have been writing 
you about . 

The cover on the front is very interesting but it is 
not as rare as Robson LOHe thinks . 

I missed the cover illustrated on page 110 . Did you 
see it? I am ~"oing to write Robson Lowe today and see llhat 
I can find out about it . 

Sinc erely ,,..-? 

EDC:mkl 



I, .. 

Feb. 3, 1955 . 

111". r ~na D. Ce,10, 
Eytlck, r . T. 

Denl I .. ~l Q: 

Herewith:;' am r1tl!rn:n, the fob.on Lo c pub_ieution. Thunkr' 
very nueh . 'ry '-'ul (Jeri ion ex. il (' 1 ~<t cTltE:'ll ('1" ami ('heme 'O~ I 
fu:HcCl to t.:.t ren~'lcd bllt -1 an ,jo':"nG £'0 '\'n.th ' !'('qu('( t for 
~cl: mU:.b 1's . 

r 
of thi 
U. r. 

- th cover n polIO. I en ru C ' have (I.n illur>t,rt:ti n 
in rw f'leo and it . er'lS to me this must h~vc 1 cen in 

Lle at on tine . 

In t1 C' Eritbh If tnrp C 11 ctiry,;r: of ,Tunr ; ;, 1950, .:..t vms ;llus­
trL',t ~ in ,m u by t1 0 1,011', on H,'l'J:JCl' ool~e . ""vcl,' n . ~C'3l l of , 'ay 
13, 1946 . .:L!'d I enti ne it Ci.'" h<.v· n sold in ( .Jon on (3 Ie in tile 
provi t'8 lkrch ;~:O pounrls (th n 'b ,ut 925 . 00) . I hLv n i t' "d -i'e 
t,) sec! eh furtllt r in ny reeol 6 . 

e - t 1 cover on the f",ce o kr if" a photo t lnt I T:U r e of it 
prier to July _ 951. Possibl b< ut 19/8. Tl1f" 1;1 beteh 'of otters 
from t . e s.:;mc cOr:!: espcndcnce. loo'e retur 1 t e< e lM prints a they 
uTe f1" ' T!\Y 1':;1 9 . It i" 'JY r'ccc_lecti n t l' ·i~ Uin Do go loaned the 
batch t 11 . 

This is Thursday [ftErn on an.] I wve n 
"bout I.c8 . They say no neus is Good nO'dS • 
.,.. ~:ill \ rite yeu 1 tEr. 

HeGards . 

Yours etc., 

had Y fUl'th r word 
I an terribly bu~ so 



18 Belle Ave., Paterson 2, N. J. 

February 3, 1955. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Colonel Ashbrook: 

The enclosed Confederate cover, 
received from an auction sale, was described 
as a Keatinge & Ball print. According to 
its enclosure, the cover is postmarked 
October 21, 1864, whereas the earliest known 
use of the K. & B. print is December 4, 1864. 

Vill you kindly advise if, in your 
op~n~on, this is a Keatinge & Ball print so 
I can make payment or return the cover to the 
auction house. 

Self-addressed stamped envelope is 
enclosed for your convenience. 

With thanKs and appreciation for 
your courtesy, I am 

Cordially, 
~~~ 
Edwin Trachsler. 

C. s. A. 317 



,'. FA: \lin Trnc 51 r, 
18 Belle .• ve., 

Patf:Tson 2, .:.J. 

Door I..r . Tracl.slor: 

Feb. 6, 1955. 

Rc!erri .. to ura of t' e 3rd, I <m ... e­
turnin~ t JC lCC l P 63 Confad cover hcrmri.th, ,dth 
the; s gestion that you subrlit it to ~a.n '{ I=acBride 
71;4 ... ro~d Street, IJemllk ~ J .I. J ., \110 is tle p enent 
Chm.rma.n of tho E . crt COD::'ittee of the C. f . l: . I be­
lieve the CoZEittee cll:lrccs an expert fee for exanina.­
ticns un the funds received go to the Trrosury of 
the Sccioty. Furt r , I believe their fees are nuch 
me_e rca onable tl~ nine. 

Sincerely yours, 

, 



11r. Van Dylc be ride, 
741.. Brand St., 

Net urk 2, Il. J. 

ncar Hac: 

Feb. 6, 1955. 

A person by the nm::lC of E. Trn.chsl r of Patterson, rl. J . sent 
me II Canted coy r \lith a. lO¢ 1263 Typ II post :al ColUT-lbin, s . C. 
Oct . 21 (blue). Tho 1 ttcr inoide in Oct . 20, lS64. Trachaler 
atntcd that he bought t lin cover t a cti n s a r • Bit and uld 
I pleaae advise hin if it 'Vas a. "K &. B. " TO offer to pay fee, 
and I dontt liko his nanc, fJrob"bly try-in to obtain GO .cth1n[ for 
not ing. I returned the cov:r to him 00 stcd that he subnit 
it to yo , as Cl in:m.n of the Expert Cornittco of th C . ~ . A. tind th~t 
you \ ould charee hin a fcc for the Society. 

It .ia nw opinion th t tho 6tnmp io un early K & B print, therefore, 
the cov r i the rorliest lmolm usc. I am conscious of th fn.ct that 
the impression is rather sharp for K & B but I thin': th pap r 
color of ink and tho ·m gun (ohOlm nround nes) is typicnlly K & B. 

If he s ndo it to you be sure n.nd ch Be hin a oed f e because 
an the II rl ie t knOtm" the cov r h • value. 

I an 5endin~ copy to Ln. ry. 

lith reBar B -

Cordially youra, 



I 

Doherty, rlijfflrcl: Steers & Shenfold, /11(., 350 Fifth AVtIlue,. 'itv York I, N. r. 

r. Ed in Trl1cb_ler 
18 Belle Av~nue 
Paterson ;', N.J. 

Dear Mr. Tr' ch~l rl 

c.c . Mr . Van Dyk MacBride ~ 
Mr . ~tan1ey Aohbrook ~ 

Februery ' . ..,1, 1955 

r. . cBride has fOMl l'ded to ma your 
blue 10; Typfi II 12 on cover. The que~tion i 
it it.' el. Kill print. C6.re.!'ul .X~ i1 tioo of th 
hoy;s tl'lQt it is not a It E •• but i tll t 'Very. caree dee 

blue color th!l.t I have note'! came out £o~ ti e in Octo r 
of '64. 

iB color 16 ct 11y rarer th n K&B but the 
blpr seion lacks the gr 11 Y _.\.i.ai ty of KeeD pri ltlng • 
:Althougr~ app ar .brovn , thi send ,,- ~ rooobly 

-c}!e~bucco. I t i.; of cO·W' a pos lble th t thi< very 
d ep blue C010To. 1...1.\;1 iT. t 0 the &B deliveries, but 
of this ~e have DO.proof nd tho t p deaf otho tIe 
1 pre sion of trut !C&F .r'T1nt6. 

I noto tha. t Ur. <cBride haG advised you to send 
your chec for .00 or fui" 'Tvice to the CSA. 

Cincerely yours, 

L nrence L. Shen ield 



Mr. La 1!'ence IA. Shenfie1d, 
40 H lla?td C' de, 

Bl'omc:ville 8, N.Y. 

Denr Laryt 

Feb.27, 1955. 

Thanko for the copy of your lett r to Edwin Trachal • 
As you probably know, ho sent the COy r to but I did not exprCSG 
~ opinion on it, dvia:i.ng hm to nend it to 1 c . I th€l1 1l"Ote 
z.1a.c mat I had 'ritten Trachsler but I stat in my letter to c 
thqt tho stamp in r:.ry opinion ·ms an nearly K B" print . I note you 
do not aeree. I hate like the devil to differ with you but I do 
not think this stlllllp can from any shoet of st .ps that \'1 sprinted 
by A & D. Of course, it is not a typical 11K & B" - that is quit 
evident, and that in the reason r classed it .... 6 on "early K & B. " 

Copy to 
l'ocBride 

Th ahov just for the record . 

liith ree< rda . 

Co ially yours , 



I 

You have copy of my letter to Trachsler on th'3 alleged 
K & B prin t . I stand by my finciing for t he follov·inr reason . Since 
K & 13 stnmps arp much rarp.r than COlIlBon prin ts of Arch er & Daly we 
have got to make some sharp line of distinction . TIhis nistinction 
to me lies in the characteristic Gr<ny impression of all true K & B 
pri nts plus the completely filled in background behind the h ead . In 
reference to the dark blue of October and November ' 64, I have seen 
p erhaps 25 copies all in the same i ntense b l ue 1:'ut none of them 
shov,' ing the characteristic Grainy impres f' ions . You r emember I made a 
l ong study of K & Bs and have a census of dates of use of some 200 
copi es . 

Wi th v.'arm r egards -

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 

, 



Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ Th. BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E'tabli'hod 1936 

PHONE· 

To: Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 

CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 15763 

2/7 

Just to double check and passing the enclosed along. It 
certainly doesn't appear to be the same as the soft papers 
I customarily but seldom handle, and yet the characteristics 
of the paper seem different from the wove of the 187, issue 
yet not that of the white wove of the reissue. 

Will appreciate your identification of this for me. 

Kind rerds, 

Lee Chadwick 

LC:ta 



l 

, 

Ir. 'Lee Chndlrlck, 
% Hint Sheet Brokcrpge Co., 

8470 Blue /'sh foad , 
Rossr.loyne, hio . 

Deal J ... ee: 

Feb. a, 1955. 

Here: it 1 the 5¢ Taylor an per yours of t. e 
7th. Lfl fLry 0 .inion, t is:is he 1"0 ulnr !\ncrican en 
soft rape} , s.u.s • . 185. Continentcl 1,179 did not 
use any soft puper such as t'is m1d tl.c Specinl /.1f'1 
by Continent"l \;Tas on 0. h:rd ,·t,ite paper. I h~ve no 
reference copy of 20h, hence I cannot nssure yeu 
that t is . '" not th t stc.':1P thou .h I dou t. that it is . 
If you feel ther is a. reasonnble doubt send it dmm 
to the E.xpcrt C .r:nnittee of the P' jIntelie. FOUll"ation 
or better Ltill to Phil \!a d. I mIppoce Phil mn.y mm 
n copy of the S20l~ ~nd the chenccs ·m e the P. F. \ 'ould 
have to sub:nit it to "oneone 1'1 0 rn~ a co-w. (pin·ons 
on t 1e Speci<ll Printinzs shculd he oade by direct con­
parison uith 'certified oTi~im.l5 . I nm no bctt'r judee 
of nuch trash than you c'e. 

Uith everY ood \.11.oh -

Co!~lin11y yours, 





~ tom the desk of 
Millard Henry Mack 



f 

Feb. ,19':-5 . 

i" • 

01 '0 . 

.. 
j of 

tl e 5t .• 

is a, ccpy .1' 
~uch ('n the l:1 k . 

f for t ~ above is 2 .00. PAlO i th :"(3 • '9' • S -

: inccrc.ly yom ... 

• 
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Hr. &rcus J . Bro~m, 
160 East l,titchell ~fl.ve . , 

Cincinnati 17, Ohio . 

Dear lifnrcus: 

Feb . 25, 1955. 

I h, ve just finished renciin,J your interesting article 
in IlGOSSlpn, is ue of Feb. 19"vh un I "ri.~11 to x~end lITy con­
GratUlations to yeu for a nice bi~ of rese"",rch '\ ork. You most 
assuredly i ave the ri ,ht ino about COy J:'S. because, c.ruly "it 
is the story behin _th~ ~ thaL . .:. .. es tl e cov r . t! This is a 
alor-an that I have used for year-s o I read every word of your 
article l1ith much inc.erest . 

!'udl such as your Cover was fl' ill t blocading fleet 
and such ail l-laS picke up daily by, a 1M.il· v D.nl i'ol"wa'( cd 
to Philadelphia for mcrlJJ.llg. Th m<lT king , ·'U • .j . Ship!' enuted 
origin, that is, fron a IIU . S. ship" or t Ue Ii l'e explicit, 
from a. "U. S. W ..... · sh:!J2. 11 I believe this mnrking was ubed ex­
clusively for such mail . 

I recall that 1-'1 st • ept.eIuber you st ted that you had a 
Camp Douglas in which he stated that "Ben shbr ok:! was tl1ere . 
There is little doubt that he referred to T1Y father . I would 
like very rmch to borro,." the cover and letter so that I can nake 
a photograph of it , end will thank you very much if y ou will 
1 an it to me. I enclose a "tamped envelope f r that purpose. 
If, by any chance, you \,1 uld conaen:::' to part \lith it I \vould 
like to purchase it ~ 

With kindest re ards 

Sincerely YOUl'S , 



, 
, 
I 

• 

) 
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Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

160 E. Mitchell Ave., 
Apartment 28, 
Cincinnati 17, Ohio. 
February 27, 1955. 

I considered it quite a compliment to receive your 
very nice letter of the 25th with reference to my article in the Feb . 
19th issue of GOSSIP.This was my first attempt at such a thing,and 
your kind words make me feel amply repaid for the time and effort put 
into the article. Thank you also for your explanation as to how the 
cover reached Philadelphia, and the meaning of the U.S.SHIP marking. 

I am happy to enclose herewith the cover and letter from Camp 
Morton, Ind. in which reference is made to Ben Ashbrook. It is re­
gretable th~t the stamp was damaged in opening the letter, and that 
there is no oval Camp Morton Prisoner's Letter handstamp on the cover. 
There is only the handwritten endorsement "Ex'd. E.J.Robinson A.C.P" 
to indicate that it was a prisoner's letter. If, indeed, it does refer 
to your father, then it should by all means be in your collection, I 
would be quite willing to trade it tG your for some other Confederate 
item. I believe that you once mentioned to me that you had a telegram 
addressed to, or written by~my grandfather, Gov. Brown of Ga. during 
the war period. If you still have this telegram, would you consider 
swapping it for the enclosed coverand letterj 

If you do photograph this cover, I would appreciate your sending 
me a copy. I have a number of prisoner of war covers addressed to Wm. 
Conrad at Williamstown, Ky., and I have been thinking of writing an 
article on this correspondence. Apparently, Wm. Conrad was a fairly 
well-to-do Baptist preacher, and some of the letters to him are very 
interesting. Most of them contain requests for money. Only recently 
I learned that a friend of mine is a great grandson of Conrad, and 
this friend is going to let me read an~ autobiography that Conrad wrote 
and which I believe will provide interesting background for this corres­
pondence. 

Would it be asking too much for you to give me your opinion of 
a cover I have from Chapel Hill, Tex. franked ' with a horizontal bisect 
of the 20c green? I have shown it to a number of Confederate collectors 
and there seems to be a divided ~pinion as to its authentiCity. If not 
too presumptious on my part, I would be gild to bring it over 00 you, 
at your convenience, or if you prefer, I could mail it to you. 

Thank you again for your encouraging words. wthh very best regards­

Sincerely yours, 

fit ~ J' . ~.--



Hr. brcus J: ... ~ L:..! )~~. A ~ ~ _ 
IGOE.~~~ 

• 'Ju o ... c , 
CinCL~l tl 17, OLio. 

rt:,rch 1 , 1955 . 

Dear .hrcus: 

am ill :;. eceipt of yc.U!'o uf the 27th ollc!.csin,:.J t \e 
Crunp Horton cov' an ncl0 cd let ~'l c~c in t-
solutoJ.y n ( u0st.l.On but ulw.t, th "Bon ahb ~o -::11 lias 1 y 
futher . The "Jo: ..... dll but 10 u.tcd 
july 2$, le62 . Thi ... \10. ... un orro n t. Y !' \10 ... I 63 . 
I hfW rut i :l that t .1is John' Co r1 j in ... :O:."gun' s 
Cr-:o.vdry ct the o. -e t:iJ.o S ~ f""t Cl , lecauo r;ry fc:..t t::r 
"tao a. pr'i~ t tutor in the fal.:'li1y ,..:rT,,;.n C n • d llhose f'nrn 
adjoined ·the north end of Dry Ric.uu, y . J" 1: recall, 
Fatl or jo:i1 ... d lorg<m to c .rJrJ.:l1 d a ~C\, • .i1 s north of Dry Ridge 
in the I ttur pnrt of.. IS 0 1062. I ,-,uppoac t is IIJolm 
ConradI! vias a SOl i tho Joh..t'l Conrad bD.:1ly. 

I regret that I only have several photo p:L'ints of 
some blockade cove u ll.ddrODSoo to your [;randfnther, nothinc 
oricinal. Perhaps I c 1'1 d' g up son:ct in£; else that you 
'tTould like to have. In tho meanf:,irle, I Till hold your cover 
and ldtcr as I ,·ush to mko photo raphs of both. 

I will be pleased to ~line the 20~ ~eon bisect for 
you, Dnd you cc.n either bring it ov"'r or tk'lil it, michever 
is lost convenient . 

Hith kindest regards -

CordiEl:lly yours, 

, 



Hr. l·m.rcus J . Brolin" 
J.60 E' m-. ditch 11 Avo . , 

Apt . 28; 
Cincinn ti 17, 

lIarch 2 , 1955 . 

()i1io . 

I H ete you a lotte yesterday and ~S~li ctotl it to 
1/)() ' . 'cH:LUan Ave. Luckily t lere <las no enclosure. It \'lill 
P ohabl r be returned to r.J.e whj ch event I 1dll fOlly (rd it to you. 
In t e meant me -1 enl"lo e , iW carbon copy mich ou can retu n 
'1:.0 I!lB fo ~ r'J3 fi.1.03. 

I [1m onclosinr, hcrmdth five photo prints from my :r-e­
'COl 8 . I Irulde these any years ( 0, po sibly in t e nin teen 
t\,l nties. These \t :re bloc' de cov r in tIll:, hichey collection whieh 
I disp rsed for him in t}1e ~lrly nineteen forties. I h~ven ' t th 
61' rhtest id a to fl (m I sold then d it \10 ld be (uite a task to 

0" cll thru old records "'hieh ere no' tored alvay. (I it 'Ve nl) l'e­
e~ll etlon here 'ir. iehes obtained the ita s . I T""ay ave a set 
of duplie~ e prints l:.ut that is doubtful as the C'.xposures T e mnde, 
so Ion aGo . Kin 1, l" tm'll tl'cse at your convenience. About the 
boot th(1.t I could do , ould be to li1:lke photo rapbs ,of any of ,\-heoe 
p °nts but of course .uch reproducti n" '\ uld not be as ['ood as the 
original prints . 

By the \'lay, I an "lOnderin if you have a copy of the 
follcHinC? book -

"Life nnd Tunes of 
by H. Fielder - S lSS3 11 

Again' 1'0 - your Ch,'lpel Hill . I have a faint r ecollec­
tion of exar.1ir ing such a COV}' t sOI!letime in t e }Xlst and making 
a photo raph of it . Offhand I cannot recall 11ho submitted it , when 
and l-;hc.t rr:y D.rutiysis was. If I did see it, I surely have a record . 

Since ely yours, 



• , 

r 

/ 

Ix. lnrcus J •. ro\m., 
160 Last n-tc1 11 Ave., 

Apt 2 
Cincinll~'Gi 1"1 ~ Ohio. 

Deo.:t' I !'cns : 

I QJ!l}, r:inz thi(' a::ternoon for t le 1,nrt 
on a b:l.t of unexpected an ~ !?Ox·tan!:. bu~iness r ien 
!Tl"Y keen .de (01:111 the- e mtl the l::-ttcr p<~t of the 
. reek. I rill cfl~l you u n ·'tr:i.' urn and fl.", another 
ni ht for you to co e oun. 

Yours since;. ely 

; 

/ 

• 

, 



l<Ir. Harcus J . Brmm, 
160 Ea.·t .tttchell Ave., 

Apt . 2$, 
Cincinnu.ti 17, Ohio. 

Dear Htl.rcuo: 

I<farch 16, 1955. 

I have been cxtrcr~cly b1.U:..y fjincc our return from Boston, 
in and out of tOim, etc., working on sccurinc th disposel of 
quite a large collection of 1%1. U. ~ ., the property of an 
estate. 

I never got arourx! to makttng a. photo[;raph of the "~ 
Horton" covel." and letter until tll" s morning, so I am returing 
it herewith. Thanks vcr.y much for your kindness . Perhaps l~ter 
on we can make SOEe sort of c. swap for it . 

Just as soon as I eet settled back in the rut, I will 
rive you a ring and f:ix a ni rht for you to bring 111:·s . Brol-m 
and run over. 

With regards -

Sincerely you~s, 
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Alfred H. Caspary Dies 

PHILATE'LY has again lost one 
of its most important devotees. 
Alfred H. Caspary, after a long 

illness, passed away at his home, 71 
East 71st Street, New York City, 
on Friday evening, January 7, 1955, 
at the wge of seventy-seven. 

Mr. Caspary was a native of New 
York and became one of the young­
est mem'bers of the stock exchange 
at the age of twenty-one. He was 
owner of ,the firm of A. H. Caspary 
& Co., at 50 Broad Street, and for 
many years was one of the most im­
portant operators on Wall Street. 

Just last year he donated $1,000,-
000 to the Margaret H. Caspary 
Clinic, as a part of the New York 
Hospital for Special Surgery in 
New York City. It was named in 
memory of his wife who had passed 
away just two years ago, in Janu­
ary 195,3. His winter home, known 
as Bonn'ie Doone, in Ritter, S. C., 
was one of the show places of the 
South; it was sold after the death of 
his wife. 

Mr. Caspary undoU!btedly had one 
of the finest collections of classic 
stamps that was ever gathered to­
gether. His postmas'ters' provisionals 
of the United States and the Con­
federate s.tates 'are particularly 
noteworthy and contain mally unique 
items. When the collection of Judge 
Emerson was put on the market, he 
bought the entire Confederate sec­
tion, in order to get just one or two 
iteillii from it. He was a real student 
of his stamps, and his knowledge of 
the early classics was outstanding. 
He served as an advisor on the ex­
pel"t committee of the Philatelic 
Foundation, and so respected were 
his opinions ,that his decisions were 
usually accepted without question. 
He had all of the original special 
printings of the United States, and 
it was a big ,asset to the eXTpert com­
mittee ,t@ have these originals for 
comparison. 

He took an active . interest in 
many of our international exhibi­
tions. His modesty prevented him 
from taking any official part in these 

Recent photograph of Alfred H. Caspary 
(Courtesy George B. Sloane) 

exhibitions, but he willingly cooper­
ated. 

Few people had any conception ot{ 
the extent of his holdings, although 
he had 'a few close philatelic friends 
who had ready access to him at all 
times. Among these are George B. 
Sloane, our famous columnist; Ezra 
Cole, who handled many important 
collections for him ; Warren Colson 
of Boston, who secured many great 
rarities for Mr. Caspary; John 
Boker, who visited him frequently 
during the later years; and possibly 
one or two others whom he welcomed 
as personal friends and associates. 

Last year he was elected to the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists by 
,the Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain. It is customary 'for those 
given this honor to go to England 
to sign the Roll amid impressive 
ceremonies. On only two occasions 
has the Roll been pel"IDitted to leave 
the country, once to the United 
States in 1947 to be shown at CI­
PEX and receive signatures of some 
nominees; and again ,to Canada's 
GAPEX in 1952. 

A rule was recently made, how­
ever, that the Roll could never again 
leave England, but · since Mr. Cas­
pary's physical condition made it 
impossible for him to travel <there, 
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it was ruled that his signature could 
be secured at his home and then 
transferred to the Roll by photogra­
phy. 

Theodore E. Steinway and the 
writer were assigned !by the Philatel­
ic Congress of Great Britain to se­
cure this signature, and fortunately 
this was accomplished just a couple 
of weeks before his death. All who 
knew him will feel grateful that the 
name of this illustrious philatelist 
was added to the Roll, and that in 
his last days he had the pleasure of 
knowing his great contributIons to 
the holJiby had not been overlooked, 
nul' his memory forgotten despite his 
long illness. Signing the Roll of 
Distinguished Philatelists is prob­
ably <the most coveted honor in phil­
ately anywhere in the world, and we 
are glad that it was accorded and 
achieved in time, for certainly his 
nomination was well deserved, and 
his name belongs among those other 
famous philatelists who through the 
Roll are to be remembered for all 
time. 

Services were held at Campbell's 
Funeral Parlor in New York on 
Tuesday, January 11, and the fol­
lowing philatelists were noted in at­
tendance: George B. Sloane, Mrs. 
Louise Dale, John R. Boker Jr., 
Norman Serphos, Lawrence L. Shen­
field, Edwin Mueller, Ezra pole, 
Mrs. Florence Brown, Herbert 
Bloclc, Bernard D. Harmer, El~iott 
Perry, John A. Klemann, Percival 
Parrish, and Gordon Harmer. 

The entire philatelic world will be 
much interested as ,to the disposition 
of his collection, but no one that we 
have contacted seems to have any 
inkling as to what provision he has 
made for it. 

He is survived by a brother, How­
ard Caspary; and a sister, Mrs. 
Alice C. Salomon. 

Imperforated Varieties of 
New Stamps Proposed 

UNDER the above heading in 
his column of J annary 2, 
1955, James Waldo Fawcett, 

stamp editor of The Sunday Star, 
Washington, D. C., writes that high 

, 



Post Office Department officials, anx­
ious to accommodate the philatelic 
public, are asking whether collectors 
"would be interested in obtaining 
impel'forate sheets of stamps now 
being printed off-center in the Bu­
reau of EngraYing and Printing." 
Mr. Faw<cett states: "If ellough de­
mand were manifested, arrange­
ments could be made to stock sup­
plies of such panes in the Philatelic 
Agency. This, of course, would 
mean that there would be aL least 
two \'a rieties of e a c h indil"idual 
stamp - perforate and imperforate. 
Some collectors most certainly would 
·object to being obliged to double 
their investments, hut othe!'s ('ollceiy­
ably might prefer to spend twice as 
llluch rather than to !la\'e to tolerate 
sub-standard specimens ." 

Inasmuch as collectors would ha\'e 
,to have the perforate varieties ill 
their collections, anyway, however, 
we cannot see that putting them ill 
the position of having to buy both 
perfora·te and imperforate is going 
to avoid their !la ving to "tolera te 
sub-standard specimens." It is our 
opinion that collectors will over­
whelmingly object to having the 
stamps issued both ways, but th e 
best way to determine this is to let 
collec·tors speak for themselves. ~Ir. 
Fawcett has asked his rea del'S to 
adv ise Assistant Post1llaSie1' G(, lI eml 
Albert .1. RobeTtson how tbey feel 
about it, and we would sugge;t that 
our readers do the same. 'V care 
sure that the Post Offi ce D epa rtll1ellt 
wishes to cooperate with colleotors 
to whatever extent is practical. as we 
ha \'e had much evidence of tlla t. So 
our only suggestion would be that 

when y ou write, make your letter as 
short as possible so as to enable 
them to quickly tabulate the pros 
and cons, and just say whether or 
not you fayor issuing the stamps 
both perforate and imperforate. ' Ve 
ha\'e not personally had any infor­
illation to the effect that the Depart­
ment is considering such a move, but 
we presume that Mr. Fawcett has 
authenticated it before publishillg 
this information . 

- H . L. LINDQnsT 

• 
Brandeis University 

Receives Important Part 
of Abrams Collection 

A)J important part of the Abrams 
Stamp Collection was turned over 

, to Brandeis University recently by its 
owner, Joseph Abrams, prominent Boston 
attorney ancl noted philatelist. 

This was the latest portion of yearly 
donations which will eventually turn over 
to Brandeis the entire collection of se\'­
eral hundrecl albums, and many indi\'idual 
varieties in exhibition frames. The out­
standing collection is worldwide in cope 
but espccially strong in Unit~d States 
stamps and covers. 

A mong the collection items w h :ch ha \'c 
already been placed in the Treasure 1~00111 
of the Brandei Library are onc album 
from the Colonel Gre~n Collection of 
Canada and Great Britain Stamjls; one 
double error in a block of 42 (No. 463B) ; 
one ten cent Green of 1851, ex-Hamilton, 
recut top and bottom ; on~ ="0, 122 
"Specimen;" one block of ninety cent No, 
Z18 (12) in exceptionally fine condition: 
a large collection of miscellaneom lI. S. 
Ci\'il \Var, Spanish American covers: 
a large col lcction of cacheted FDCs; 
a larg-e collection of U, S. ;n singles. 
blocks, strips and sheets including many 
used with fine fancy cancellations. 

FREE ! VALUABLE CATALOG 

114 

In this valuable catalog you will find "Everything 
for the Stamp Collector"-beautifully illustrated, 
clearly described, priced to save you moneyl 

• UNITED STATES STAMPS: Postage 
and Airmail issues Complete 

• ALBUMS & PHILATELIC SUPPLIES 

• PACKETS & COLLECTIONS 

• MONEY.SAVING FREE OFFERS 

This big new edition will be sent to you free of 
charge. Interesting offers on approval will also 
be included. Write for your copy todayl 

H. E. HARRIS & CO •• 18 Transit Bldg •• Boston 17. Mass. 

The World's Largest Stamp Firm 
, 

Forthcoming Issues 

1955 U. S. ISSUES 
Jan. IS-Philade lphia , Pa.-150th Ann iv. 

Pe~nsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts.' 

Feb. 12-3c I DOth anniv. Land Grant 
Colleg es-East Lansing, Mich. 

Feb. 23-8c Rotary Internati ona l-Chi­
cago, III. 

Dates and (ilirs "ot \"pi announced lor 'h e 
follow;n/!: .. 

Soo Locks Centennial. 
O rdinary Series to be continued. 

1955 U. N. ISSUES 
Feb. 9-lnt'l C ivil Aviation Organization 
May II-UNESCO 
O ct. 24-United Nations Day 
Dec . 9-Human Rights Day 

Also included are various U. S. Zep­
pelins on CQ\'er; full sheets of mint four 
cent Philippincs; -10 full sheets of fiye 
cent China; an album strong in Papua, 
regular and air mail and miscellaneous 
air mail co\'ers and stamps; U. S. stamps 
with historical annotations made by ~I I'. 
Abrams; a collection of 19th Ccntury 
(many limperfs) catalogs. 

The latest consignment turned ovcr to 
Brandeis Uni\'ersity by ~1r. Abrams t'Un­
sists of an additional 110 exhibition 
frames "'ith collateral information of 
historical importance. The collectioll 
which 111'. Abrams bas donated to the 
,ix-year old, ZOO-acre LTniversity is worth 
at least $20,000 at this time, 

• 
Club Cachets 

(This column lists cachets sponsored 
by stamp clubs for special events not 
related to first day sales of stamps, 
and costing not more than IOe, includ­
ing envelope, postage, cachet, and 
service. Advertising columns are avail­
able for all others.) 

February 21-25, 1955-The Arrowhead 
Sta.Jllp Cillb i sponsoring a cacheted 
cover in connection \\'ith its annual ex­
hibition. Available at 10c eaoh from 'Mrs. 
Glellil Loyd. 2218 Ifllghilt Ave., Superior, 
Wise. 

• 
New Price Lists 

The anllual 1)rice and check list of used 
airmail stamps for 1955 has heen pub­
lished by Georgc Her:;og. ille., 68 NasSa1t 
St., Ne'w 1701'lt 7, N. Y. The booklet 
consists of seventy-seven pages and it 
costs 50c, which entitles the buyer to all 
issues of Philatelic Trends for 1955, and 
which IS deducbible from the first order 
of $5. 

* :;.: * 
The Crane List, which is pubI:.;hcd 

('very two months by .-:1, B. Crallc, lJo.\' 
351, Altoona, PC ll lla .. consists of twcl\'c 
pages listing mint plate number block; 
pJ1iced ,by position. The single copy is $1. 
and the subscription for the nex~ cight 
issues is $2. 

January 22, 1955 {;:{ S TAM P S 
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CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook , 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan : 

CAR son CIT y, flll CHI G A n 

Ionia, February 25, 1955. 

'.Ifill ,y-ou nlease examine and sil!n the enclosed cover on the back as 
being genuine in your opinion and m~ntion the orange brown and its 
rari ty, and send me arl.vtce on f'3'3 l.'rhen you return the cover . This 
is an item I have be'3n trying to ac("<uire on cover for a long time 
and I assume this Ex- Gibson cover must be OK - it was lot #134 in 
the Gi bson sale . Regards . 

JSF/ 
Enc : Spec Delly . 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL OUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT· 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL STATE OR LOCAL TAX, FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY, TO BE ADDEO TO THE INVOICE PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER 



~. J . G. Fl ckenstein, 
419 Union St ., 

Ionia, tach. 

Dc.."r Juck: 

Feb. 26, 1955. 

Your Idr Special carne at 4 P •• thi cftcrn 011 - Postnarks 
Ic!ua 2/25 - :30 A.I. - Hewport - 2/26 - 1:30 P~. 5c to t 1 .. 
6lol'1 - out or the Uew Port off 
an 
NC'!.1POrt offi 
suppose Air 
HOl,ever, I an 

p •• closen nt noon. Fa 
~~'. 

• D. letters c me direct to m 
direct to Cincinnnti, then 

he - the cor you encloDoo. I i' • r this cov r uhen it cmno up in 
the Gibson scl.e. I would not think of putting my name to ouch an it ,an v n 
if it was genuine I \ofOuld suraly advise y u not to buy it at any "ice becnuo it 
, ould not odd a tOto your c 11 ct· on hut ould b a detr5ncnt. Teo is not 0-
bit of evidence that either of the 0 stamps wre used originally on t is coy r -
the 10~ m:i ;ht have, but , every bit of evldence indicnte::; this 5 'J 1M a nubstitution, 
and further, thi< is th bl' <Jl'l not th~ or e l~. The papa" e.rounrl the 5¢ is 
"rarpedl! ani ~er 'the nicr06c po there" 0 traces of "muciln~ II uh1ch should not b 
th ,c.tc.~ etc. The "61" date in t c n.rld.D.Ij on"the back 1 LJ l11:e it had been 
changed. Zaraski,lOulci nov l' hr.vc turned out e. job like tiD. lId n thing to do 
\lith tho write-up of. the Gibnon 0 cl.e but I told l°ord at the tOe t1w.t there 'ere 

) plenty of fakes . 

I don' t knOll uh:lt th d~ 1 to of tho Nml York postma k is, hut it looks 
lll~o l5(?) - 23(1) - or 25 (?). 

Ho "HambU!'8 Pnckottt sailed 'fr Nc York uith U. S. mil on :my of thcu 
dates in feptcmbor 18 1 . T.he lJet: Yorlt Post Office uns net supposed to recognize 
the tWe on domest ic ail of en:! "Old Stemps" after II, en 17. " I don ' t kno 1 rhet r 
any exception was made to this ruling for foroil'l oail, but no doubt it ciso nppli d . 
Hold t Ie b ... ck of the 5¢ to a tro light . Don t t you tl ink it s OWB a thin spot 1 
Incidentally, Herst paid 41. 00 for this cov l' in tho Gibson sale. Do you think 
1 are \'1Ould ha.ve let hOm have it nt tha.t prie if Phil thought the 5¢ una an orange \ 
brmrn or the cov·yo ni ht be god? 

I \rl.ll tLitc J:uth about t.he various it:ms you rncnt:on ,includine tho 
39 Bunk Note collection. Of cour se, the st~ps thomselv s h~ little intrinsic 
value. In 1907 I bou . t clooe to a rdlli n 3, Greens tied up bun 1 s of 1 -: 
Someone told ' tl10dist minist~r he could { et a. lot of CllDh for n illion ut mps . 
He had everyone in i::; con re tion m:.vinz at "s for him - bank::;, bu . ess houses , 
etc., E'.tc. He 1; anted to build a ne'tl churc 1. In 1907 I hOUl ht tl.o \~hole lot for 

50. CO, and I Gold the bun les 5¢ cnch. I .. 011 the lost lot of arout 20,000 to 
Bill St61.-l'rt of Chicaeo in 1937 for a feu dollars. I trent thru thousan 3 end thou ands 
and I do not recall thnt I ev~r faun any cancelations that had any special valuo. 
50 much for a biz coll ct' n. Houover, IiUlybe I . ell Marold ' a 1:1ork ther than the 
stamps . I believe thnt I aold th~t pane of the proof 24¢ to Herold. The proof sho·t 
of tho 3., CLUl be 0 ld to good 0. 'ant eo but the beat \lay to handle such a lot is to 
tclw a bit of tme. I can aJ.socll all of H~rold ' OJ Librnljf but the IT terial should 
be p :teed 6ep~ ~te1y rLdually sold to bW rs who r ally wmt the it d 0 



{,2. I:". J . G. Fleckenstein - Feb. 26, 1955. 

Hillin::; to pay top pricoo. Auct 'on cr..talo ucs don1t b:r:i.ng nruch unless it is 
sono outntandi'lg sale like tho Hind, BrO\-m or Knapp - etc. 

Again re - the encloooo covc.r - Co r<3 the 5¢ on t lis cover \'I1th a 
copy of the cran e brot-m - You will see tl . t this ':'8 brmm not orOll' c broun. 
I made slides front and back for you. 

Horo 1 tor. 

\,lith CVCT"J rood uish -

Cordinlly yours, 

" 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

February 24th, 1955. 

Thanks for yours of the 22nd covering a copy of 
your letter to Gordon Harmer about listing . the 5¢ Atlanta P.M. Pro­
visional envelope which you own. As you will see from the enclosed 
I endorsed your recommendation ~nd have no doubt that Larry Shenfield 
will also. However, I have recommended that the lO¢ denomination of 
that same type of mark;ing also be listed, as you will note. 

I have had two rumors regarding the placing of the 
Heathcote colleCti/on, one t? the e~fect tba.t it \tent to a llrich Texas 
oil mad' and the 0ther that it went to "a newcomer from Tennessee 
and that he plan~l,to go in for Confederat~s". Don't know who ei ther 
of them might be~ or that either story is true, - but it is interest-
ing to learn from you tnat the price was ai-oum $4g,oOO., - and that 
there is s omeene, new or ,. &therwise, with .... tbat kind of money to put ~ 
into Confederatesl / \ 11_ ;/ f/ ~ \ ! t ' .. _. d-

\ ,,11 / > j 

Thanks for telling me abO\lt tha:t remark ably fine fac­
simile of Lee r s famous Order No.9. However, co i es were sent to each 
member of the Manuscript Society and I received one that way . Inci­
dentally, you may be iliter-es ted to knovr that in my coll ection of Con­
federate autograph and manuscript material, that I have an original 
contemporary copy of that oreer! Mine was written on an official 
Confederate States letterhead and also includes a copy of General Joe 
Johnston's surrender address to his troops. It is one of my most 
prized possessions. 

MacB/HK 

c.c: L.L.Shenfield 
T. \{ • Crigler, Jr. 

As Ever, 



Mr. Gordon Harmer, 
c/o Harmer~ Rooke & Comoany, 
560 Fifth Avenue, 
New yo!"' ..... , u. y. 

February 24th, 1955 . 

Dear Gordon: -J 

, This is in roference to Sta~1ev Ashbrook ' s let~er to 
you of F<Jbruary 22nd about thE.. list1.n'1s of tl~ Confederate ~/ .. H. Pro­
visional ;nvelop.es of L tlanta, Ga . I gladly e-ndo_ se his recommendation 
therein that the Atl<.m ta, Ga. PAID 5 marking, nov Ii sted as .Lype III in 
the Dietz Confed.erate Ca.talog, ana of ,.hich he O'V1fiS an example, be added 
to the lis ti ngs. Also that the note in the present catalog referrip.g to 
this as nAnot~r tyJe* if * *" be ellmtnated. 

I also not<9 t~at no il_ustration nOll appel'S -in the 
Scott Catalogs, of the Atlanta Pl'ovisiona.l marking wi tlJ "Ga." at the bot­
t om of the circle This \?oul'd provide an illustration of one such, but 
I also' wish to call you!' a ttention to the fact that this marking exists 
in a 10; denomination. and is so illustrated and listed in the Dietz 
Catalof! as 10; Type I ~ I have seen eXB..ilpleS of t!rl-s marking, w'hich vere 
on amber envelopes" as. i s the 51& 1"ihic h Mr. l~shbTOQk wrote you about . 
Therefore, if you a ccept the 5; markine as reco'il!nended, and list it as 
Type E.3 in your c atalog" I thlnlt it would then be pos<;ible to also list 
the lO,~ denom;lm tion of the sa~rte design, 'Hi thout requiring a sept-rate 
il1ustration~ In the latter case a note might be 'added that the "10" 
was printed upright ra ther than sidellays. 

, These markings with "Ga." , &t ,the bottom of the Circle 
Lre definitely more rare than the 0 thers , a m I l-wuld recom.mend a value 
of $40 . for the 5; and $50 . for the lot envelope. 

M:-cB/HK 

c.c. :S.B . Ashbrook 
L . L . Shenf'1eld 
F.E, Hart .' 
T.\I . Crigler, Jr. · 

Sincerely yours, 

.... ".-" 

~- ... 

, 



I·Ir. Von Dyk !bc ide, 
7Jf4 Broad St., 

Newark 2, li. J. 

Door Hac: 

Feb. 27, 1955. 

Rc - the conre<! - tla.nt.a. P. I . Provisional. Thanks v "y weh 
for tlo copy of y ur letter to Gordon HE'. er. Tho only part I obj ct,cd 
to 1JaO the price. An fUr as I run rn "'0 nw cov l~ is uni .ue C'!m I en sure 
t ot I ,muld deBt :y it b forc I , uld think of cUinG it I~O.OO. 
l.1 t li;ht h s Di{;tz or the S. U. C' . 0 you to put such icu.·o on 0 _ 

tl ine th~t you do not otm? I bclievo tIl t there there is -:cturu. 1 eco'n 
of a saJ.e - then tho price nhould b 1 tt blank. Di~tz pric c nw cover 
( 75 .00. By ",hDt r o

- 1 t has he to put such n. vnluat 'on oh "!'JY prop .rty? 
I believe I rould have a just c"use for a lammit cla1 ine dru n e to the 
value of r.tY prop rty. Suppoo I nsk d 250. 00 for rw cover - Do you cuppooo 
ruwonc ,,.,,auld, PU\V' thl't price if they looked in tho S. U. S. an S"lt it l<la 
quoted 40. 00? You ~:y not think a COy r mlch as thio io not rorth ov r 
40 or 50, but th t is merely your op" .ion. The above is so cthine to 

tl ink bout ,;hcn suggesting prico q.uotations for. the S. U. S. or the Dietz 
catalo ue. 

tiith 1"0 arda -

CO!""J to 
Gordon H mer 
L. L. Shcnficld 

Cordully yvUl"O, 



EZRA D. COLE 
RaTe Postage Stamps 
NY AC K. N EW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

lo~ 1~4 7 
r~! ~! ({~J 

Th lv '/Yt3)O Lo 1-
T EL E P H O NE NYACK 7 ·09 H 

February 17th, 1955 3~ \ n ~.c") I ~ 
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Bt ~V-Ue€/ 
c:::J)::1 n I e k' 

1°/"'3 - tCjSLl 
A customer of mine owns this strip. It is quite a piece . I 

at that. It is not for sale. 

I am wondering whether or not you think it could be im­
proved. If you can freshen this up and make it look better go 
ahead and do it. I have full authority from the owner and what­
ever you would charge anybody else for this charge me for I will 
send him a bill. If you don1t dare tackle it let me know and 
tell me why and I will return it to him. I think that even just 
some careful soaking might possibly make it look better. 

Sincerely, 

EDC:mkl 



, 

cr' . ...zrn • Cole 
Hyack, H.Y. 

Deur Ez: 

Feb. 20, 1955. 

I have yuu a of t',e 17-"h en 1 sinIY the 
10~ 1847 H •• of leur. TIi i a niee • trip, r 

t e enl.. tr ublo t. t I Clm scat first :1 nee i:; 
tha.t thep:lper in ycllO\ cd. I c1icvc that I cc.n 
renedy thi' defect and restore so!"'e of thc lhitenens 
to ti e papeI dthout ~r.y hrnrt,o t 1<. blt ck" th red 
grids -or the paper. By t e ethod th't I use I . rye 

obtboined axc lent rosw.t ... 1 the pmt . If ·cs not 
sure th~t no dar. a c \ ould r suIt I \' u ot eJ -
P rim nt . I.Tl(;::'dent"lly th':'s . s a top Y'OU [tr:'p fron 
tl e right. pane, thc pl ... t.e posit.:.CIW r r lJ11-5P.l-6 n. and 7 1. 

I 'Iso lu.ve y 's of the 1 t en nc-:"c y u 
inten cd to drlv( d ~m t.o 'i~ ::.?.J1lSbm'G or tl ,.Gel=cnd. 
Hope y u h3.d • ,. ce \1 the' tl 0 11 \Ie 11nd r .~oJ" of rain 
Ipst n:i.ght ~nd it L (0.(.00 ea-:;t . 

\lith 1"0 r G -

Yours tee " 

\ 



( 

r 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYA CK. N EW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEP H O N E NY A.CK 7 -0964 

February 23rd, 1955 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Have several letters of yours. We went down to Williamsburg 
over the weekend and had three lovely days away from stamps, 
the mailman and the phone . I am paying for it this morning for 
my desk is loaded. 

Harmer acknowledged the receipt of that cover and that is all. 
No comment from them. Harry Lindquist has had some letters from 
Les Brookman. He is home now. I understand the bullet has been 
re.moved and he is alright again . 

I am going to try to pick up some bargains at the Siegel sale 
but I am afraid there is going to be too much competition and some 
people are stupid alright. 

Thanks for the clip of your Service Letter. There are same 
missing links in this Livingston Provisional business. Harold 
Brooks did have two . ._. Is not the off-cover Livingston ex­
Hind , the same one that was in ~ass Heathcote's collection. 

v 
lam 

then not sure whether Ward bought it in the Hind sale or not, and 
he may have sold it to Perry FUller. 

I do not think that John Hall had a Livbmgston although it 
is possible. I think that Caspary has the pair that you write 
about and I think a single on cover. Add this to the two Brooks 
covers and this makes four covers known . I guess that it i s an 
even money bet that this is all of them although there might be 
one more which would make five . Why don't you drop a line to 
Frank Hart who is writing up Provisionals for Lindquist and see 
what he can tell you . 

Go ahead and fix up that lO¢ 1847 strip. I know you will 
make it look a lot better and my customer will pay me for this 
work, so let me know what your charge will be. I have his au­
thority to go ahead . 

EDC:mkl 
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Hr. Ezra D. Cole, 
IoJyack, lJ. Y. 

Dear Ezra: 

F!erch 1 , 1955 . 

H(!_'L l~' t,h...0 strip of fou.r of the 10¢ 1047 . I did the bpst that I 
cculd on t his on 1 th011gh I think it looks 100,~ better, still I was unable 
after mulV tosts to rectore tho 'I'll iton(,68 to tho paper. I be.lieve t l-J is 
strip mu;;;t r13.VO come in contact uith 'IO!!l3 hrovy oil, because it ms .:It 
first very :'esistent to v 1"y hot lI'ntcr . Sev0rcl soa.kinc'" in tetroc llo~dde 
c:Liminate:l the oil but muehof the yollo~T st, in e..c",[d .. '1ed. There ~ 0 
sarlO \lay 'to 1 ellOVe tLis . So!!..'Ot:llJ.GS r; ·ur n:i1k 'Jill. ,.'ccomplish resu.ltn but 
I huve even a. nore successful mcihod but even 1.dth it I 1'." not able 0 

~1IIf.I~elit:.:l.n::l:l.;e ill of the yellon ct.s.in ,. IIn. t 1 ia strip been on the Sa.!:le C:;'''<:?'uc of 
tlrlt \'Il!S used by '.i.'o:m:xm Carpcnt f in tho 1Il:it'<lle rift,ieo I believe I 

fMNo,,~ heve entirely elira:lnr -;:'00 the ycl1OiJ' sta':"'l. 

Incidenta1J..y" t his strip is from the top 1"ml - positions 1 - 5R - 6n -
7R. I 1II.2.dc a b- oc!~ .?1 ' Hhitc photo :.tild ['1 so 3 r.olo~" "Jl:l:de., , lich I can supply 
'W your client if he CU!-CB fo!" co_ ioo. l.11.:l511lUch 's.J [. ont a lot o~? tmc on 
t his itci'] I am TlnJ:ln8 charco of C 5.00. . 

Yours of the ; ,4th. Okay on Hr. Bohle. Neillkon still has th~ 1(; 15'1 
painted V. pau" of' YOUIt:. . 

e - y qUY' (lucry r.bout the lDttom !'OtoJ' of Pl~~tc 3. I have most of the 20 
positions pl,ted~ SO ru!l miehty sUj,~e there there i'Iere no Type I stumps in t his 
r oVl - Fu..1"'ther, there is absolutely no question but 't.mat this pair is a paint job. 
Notconeec1.r..nce in a million the bottom st;~..rlP lias not n. Type II 'phen printed. 'hen 
I C<ln find a !.ittle tiT'e, I will plnte the t :ing. InCidentally, I tITOte this pair 
up in a ServIce 10('u6 sorotirrle aco but nothine ,r s atntqd tht.t you do not know-. 

7oUJ"s cf tho 25th. I note yOUY' rer:urks about Rust . Don ' t 'terry about hLTD.. 
He has plenty of nancy and. t ho only 'T,·my ,to l~arn sta~s is to bu;v all kinds of 
crap. He bl.\V's a lot of t hil"l.Gs for refer nee. To hell l'Tith the cost . Besides he 
v:ant,s the sma.rt boys to think he is just a CI_ untry boy trying to -e-t, along. I 
never offer any advice. The best way tc learn is the hard tmy . 

Sieeel Sale. _ I overlooked it e..l1tirely thinkil'l f1' it \las not to take place 
until some-tiI":le this month. I am very a11xiou8 to see a li.-t of prices . I'll bet 
Rust b u .... ht a lot of items - thru others. Didn ' t you have any of his bids? Did 
man;y- from !JOlt En[:land attend the scle? 

In case your client 't-mnts black and \11'ite photo of ' 47 strip, (Jl . 50 
ColOl slide of strip, . 1 .50 

llith reeards 
COldially yours, 

, 



EZRA D. COLE 
RaTe Postage Stamps 
NYA CK. NEW YORK 

Comn:issions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

March 7th, 1955. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort 'I'homas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Thanks for fixing up the 1847 strip. 

I cut a portion of your letter out and mailed it 
right to the owner and I know he will be pleased. 

I know you are right about that plate 3 pair . I was 
just thinking about a~ the possibilities. 

~ . 

Our friend Rust is a funny fellow. He was at the 
Siegel sale himself and he still bought junk. 

I have a lot of lots to straighten out yet. If you 
want to send your catalogue I will price it right here and 
mail it back to you . 

7 
EDC :mkl ~zra D. Cole. 

,/ 
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fro H. S. Cole, 
% The Proctc:!~ '?~ Gal ble Co. " 

• '7JTElC Fl '~.; 
C' c'lm J , ( . ' • 

'"'(:[ll' • ' . Co. c: 

I had • va...,"tlO 
Jlorrths .It c ttl . 
scm chad my fiJ. G L 1 

d ~ 
you cnn .. t ill."L. 

I 

I [sa t ldn thc ':'b!t 
~n relope ur.;cd t .0 c1_, ~SG. 

ny yc_r ... and Jr. Chu illuntr t d it ill 
It:.. ~ .ned on' ;3' c = by Ch" 

.:.t Ii 'i.;(>,u in th . ·0. but is 
COVE:r fro1:1 Lo; ell Jr' eh ohcr.ro £l <: of tbe G e poct. :.nrk. 
1,- n l¢ cirCttJ~nF!"O Ttlte. Thir ir' t' e \1 y tl.c It m llan ncq uc 
ngo. I can offel' t' }' 0 to yo '" ,250. 00 . III C" e y U Co' e not 
peste Le , 0;" t: c r~tU1"ll. 

tr f e fo?' t.o m.:<. mLtion of tl One Cent pair is 3 . 50. In ord r to 
cu-l'cfulJ.y E':Xm. inc t.le ,tnn:. I rer1lo' cd the old inge <md gum 'fron the back end 
prossed t 0 pair bctueen ~D.ss . I '.;llink it appears F.uch more nt-tractive. 

I nm to 'r:;;{ n'it1ne Ezra Cole, as a failor to me, to kindly give special 
attentio~ to ~ ny correopen ence from you . 

lit 1 !.indest r 5 -

Cordially yours , 



H. SCHUYLER COLE 
WILLOW HILLS LANE 

CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

Mr. Stanley :B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentuclq 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

March 1, 19.55 

Thank you very much for your letter of February 23, returning the 
pai r of l¢ 18.51 8 and 9 lUE. I am delighted you felt as you did 
about this pair as I was anxious to buy it, and as a result of 
your letter, it now reposes in my collection. 

I have been ver,y much intrigued with the 3¢ 1851 bisect which you 
sent me with your letter. In fact, I am delayed answering you 
because I wanted to live with this piece a few days. At the pre­
sent moment I am rather undecided on it. I would like to have it 
because of its rarity and the fact that it really represents a 1¢ 
rate and therefore ties in with my 1¢ 1851's. The only negatives 
are that it is not representative of ~ real interest in the l¢ 
denomination, and. secondly, that I am very reluctant to spend 
that amount of money at this time on one item. This latter point 
is in no way a reflection on your price, since certainly, based 
on rarity, the price at which you offer it is eminently reasonable. 

I am therefore returning it to you at this time, although it is 
very conceivable that I may change my mind and telephone you on 
this within the next few days. However, this is sO uncertain 
that you should not hold it for me if anyone else is interested. 

I am attaching my check for $3.50 covering your exemination of 
the l¢ pair. Thank you ver,y much for doing this and for removing 
the old hinge and gum from the back. I agree that this enhances 
its appearance. 

Thank you also for writing Ezra Cole in ~ behalf. I have also 
written to him and I plan to see him the next time I am in New 
York and he Is available. 

I enjoyed seeing you again in your home, and look forward from 
time to time to bringing you items to look over for me. I also 
appreciate having had the chance to see the 3¢ bisect. 

With kindest regards. 
Yours sincerely, 

~(p; 
? 



H. SCHUYLER COLE 

WILLOW HILLS LANE 

CINCINNATI 27 , OHIO 

March 1, 1955 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

After sealing the letter to you, being directed by 
Registered Mail, I realize I have omitted my check 
for $).50 which I mention. I t is accordingly 
enclosed herewith. 

Sire erely yours, 



H.S.~l~ 
1-t1oo W\l\o..o ~;u., 

C\\U:.~;'~.1~ ?-7, Dh.u> 

REGISTERED 
42518 

No .-------------

STAHL5Y 8. ASHBROOK 
P. O. BOlt " 

/!ORr THOMAS, 1('1. 
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:1r . H. < . Cole, 
4700 Tillow lIills 1,ane lJ 

Cincinnc.ti 27, hio .. 

De~ 1r. Cole: 

l!arch 5 1955. 

Pleane ."'Clon del~ in D.cknouledging re-
ceipt of y urs or ! ccent d te uit". c eck for 3. 50, 
the r tlL'rl'l of the 3¢ '851 iscct.) the color sli e 
and the single l¢ 1851 pale b_ue, .I~te ne rly. 
ThallkB vefy ._ eh. 

t any ti, c t ut I can be of aI\Y aSBist~.l1ce 
don' t } csitate to call , e up 0" drop' for chGt . 

IIerarith I ~ sendint"l' you a copy of r:Jy 

current Service Issue and a p lotO ' Tint . PI are 
accept these \lith my compl:L'lCnts. 

Sincerely yvlli~S., 

I 

• 



PLAZA 7-4460 

TELEPHONE 

PL·ZA36401 
H· R· HARME R , INc. 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

CABLES 
HARMERSALE ,N EW YORK 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE :& INSURANCE 32 EAST 57 TH STREET 

NEW Y<3-R"K-22 , N.Y. 
LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 
DIRECTORS 

H. R . HARMER 8. O . HARMER 

F. T. 8 U C K MARGARET MAHONEY 
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON , W. L 

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STRE ET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

" PRESIDENT ROOSEV ELT"COLLECTION 

Jee 

AT OUR NEW ENLARGED GALLERIES 

6 WEST 48TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Mr. Stanley B. AshbroQk 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

March 7, 1955 

We are forwarding to you herewith Lot 160 of our March 14th 
sale and would like to know whether in your opinion the stamp 
belongs on the cover. 

Please return with your bill at your earliest convenience. 

HJB/MM 
Enc. - Lot 160 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
I / 

~d ~/JZLet( 
/ - 1,..-1 

Herbert J. I B-loch '-

I 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS EMPLOYEES BONDED 



Barch 10, 1955, 

H. R. Ho.rrn.e'·J Inc., 
6 est 48th l t. 

Ie Yor!= 36", N.Y. 

kiJtention: Ur. H.J.Bloc 

.&.Ie r 0.' . Bloch: 

,0" inyur 
s .J.c of .... 1. :.. t. .~ co 1 buff. I 
c S\l .• e you tha.t m - t .~t 
v is st cd Hut cov .. . 

fe _w • st· of 39¢ -
or 3. 89. 

~:i.n ely yom. 0 , 

I 



MAR 10 1955 



.A-lfl-';;· 
~-lfl·J\ ­
QJ: _ QJ:_~.1!'! . 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

31ark 1£. flolrsUtortq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~~CltOtt ~tr~d 

~o",tott 1o, 2BlIasscu:qusetis 

March 4, 1955 

QJ:_~-J\. 

J\.13-J\. 
~-~-.A·lfl·~· 

Enclosed is a #29 cover postmarked July 6, 1859 which according 
to Scotts ~ecialized and your Special Services is the earliest known 
date . I would appreciate your examining it and signing the reverse 
to that effect if you agree that it is such and okey in every respect. 

I wonder when you will be publishing another index for your 
Special Service? For those that are as pressed for time as I am 
it is impractical to sort through to find articles desired and 
therefore the portions of the Service not covered by the index are 
becoming increasing less useful . I sincerely hope that you can have 
an index starting where the l ast one left off published very soon 
as it is urgently needed . 

kind regards, 

JBv1/p 
encl 



Harch 10, 1955. 

lI!-. ' It"~ 
nc n '"'t . , 

lootr"n 16, ~~"' . 

D ."~ J~C±: 

JIG"' :'~Oim. Typ :r COVCi as per yo s 
on th. ., cIt not only u.S (onuine 

e r1icnt knmm date of ~c of 
. ve a de:Icription of 

he hr n Vi80d 1'e tho t he h d 
use on July 6, 1859. i.'!tether this · :i.:3 the :>llI!1e, I 

At any r .. te it is uite a nice item. 

It l~ S nice to 'ce 'ou in Eo"ton end. in t,' 0 no--t few 
,edw I 'Jill explain "Thy I md to Dr ~c a. hu"'Tied triO) to 
N' IIrurrpshi:i~e . 

ReealdG . 

Yours etc. , 

P . 8 . ltr feo for the enclosed is "3 . 50 plus return posta e - total >3 . C6 . 



MAR 10 1955 

30 
PI\\O 

MAR 17 1955 

, 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYAC]( 1·096' 

March 3rd, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.O. Box 31, 
Fort lhomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

I bought these three covers at Perry Fuller's sale. Whose 
collection did they come from? I know you have seen Lot 31 and 
72. Do you think Lot 31 is right? The Patriotic. 

Sincerely, 

EDC:mkl 

./' 

t--v- (O~ ~ ~I 30 - ------------------------



\ . 

( 

,~ o Ezra D. Cole, 
y ck, ns. 

D r _ ~ r 

• 

-, 

It-1rch 10, 1955. 

\ / 

aer~ !.:. t 1 tue ... <.;110 :-' lot ~rom Porry Full l' 1 S 

c· .. c o. 1<-. t Feb. 23rd, r~os . 31, 40 &..'1d 72. 

I did net 1 ok up y record 0 31 and 72, but fr~~ 
the memos n t! c L c1:: it ~.3 fIITJ GUess Yh t the e tl'10 cov f S 

"mn~ from tIl Ki~e collection that I broke up in 191.9 . nd 1950. 
I 0_ P~los I l ..... v t.e rce ,rd to lIhot'l they "ere sold. I have been 
out of tmm ",luee l·lonGa:r , b nee the delay in t he return. I did 
not exa..TUinc t'e b.triot:Le very cc:.:.lcfully but I note no reason 
t(l quectir n .:l"L o 

Th:1n1:'" for yom's of the 4th 1"0 - Colson. You are 
cOlreet, the effc'.inrt ... edhcad did tr~rto ut inuit' P. R. but I 
sure put the kibosh on the effort . HO'J€ver, r:ry tip came from 
Jessup "llO ColGon visited last month. 

Regard 

Yom s etc., 



) 

. VAHAN MOZIAN INC. 
DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS'· ESTABLISHED 1901 

505 F I FTH AVENUE AT 42':' '?ST. NEWYORK 17, N.Y. 

PHONE VANDERBILT 6 - 0 162 

~~.~ ' 

--W ~ -r .-k. /)-,I 

~ ~ ~ ""'- --ctv... 2 ~: / 11 c. '" )0 c. • 

0,...... ~ ~ z/.J-Ak, ~ ~ rI'~~ 

T~, e,'.-fo-Lc, . ~ 

1 ojJ J o~ II'~/. 

~~~~~~ 
~ 

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS' PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS' APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE 

, 



Hr. H. Hozian, 
% Vahan Ibzic:n" L1C . " 

5u5 -ift 1 i ve., 
Y : 17, l. Y. 

hrch 103 1955. 

lIere-.l".t t; lO'i 1855 and thp 30¢ 1 60 Die 
reofs . In nw opilLion, tb::sc urG 01 i ,innl die proof's 

on •. nd u. cut:. c ... )sc . ': l. cu:;loGC c: 30~~ 11' lJ!"W' re-
f,::: encc ollecti n \ hich you can r tm''ll t your con­
veninnca. .·r the: 10¢, my I rei'" y'.l t, ny Look on 
. e lO¢ _ 55-57" ~ e 55. I c..o ot k o' . . 011 thc .. o 
r. •. ofs bc~au.,c I 11 ,'Jor Cv l::lid red that of 
much ~ po 'val ce. 101. vcr, I have :i tIe doubt CIa:. cnce 
Brazei-' cOULd ~ive you such 'uta. 

The19 is. f ee . 

ith regal"ds -

/ 

• 

, 

I 
) 



VAHAN MOZIAN INC. 
DEALERS IN RAR E 

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook 
POBox 31, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

POSTAGE STAMPS' • ESTABLISHED 1901 

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 42':''?ST. NEW YORK 17,N.Y. 

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162 

March 11th 1955. 

Many thanks for your letter of March loth re­
turning the two proofs which we sent you for your opinion . 
We did want to pay you for your trouble in this particular case . 
We also appreciate your sending the 30¢ Large Die on India, 
which you sent for reference . 

You mentioned that the two Proofs were original 
die cut close on India. It is our belief that they are the small 
dies on a thin hard paper, similar to the l2¢ Essay, which we are 
enclosing herewith. This particular essay is one of six essays 
of the 1861 contract of Toppan Carpenter, along with the two die 
proofs which they put out at the same time. For this issue, we 
refer you to your book on the l¢ 51's Volume I Page #60 in which 
you write the lO¢ and the 30¢ were submitted in their original 
designs and six other die essays were submitted at the same time . 

The l2¢ Essay, which is an example of the paper 
that the lO¢ and the 30¢ proofs were on, you may have for your 
reference, if you need same. 

Many thanks for your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

VAHAN MOZIAN INC. 

~~~ 

HM:SL 

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS' PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS ' APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE 



1:T. Huant l·i:>ziqIl, 
f Vahan ~IDzian, Inc., 

505 Fifth ve., 
NaT York 17" US. 

Dear }.ir. f'ozian: 

I.t~rch 14, 1955. 

Thanks vc'ry lC 1 for yours of the 11th re­
turning t c 30¢ die proof and the 12¢ 18'61 Essay. 
I \-li11 be pleased to add this to l!.Iy reference 
collection with your complL~ents. 

I feared I uas out a bit over r::ry head in my 
lett er of the 10th as I am no authority on "proof.s. I 

This dernonrtratcs that unlesc one is a solutely sure 
he should respectfully dccli!16 an opinion. 

4ihin thanks vcr:! much. 
'" 

Uith regards -

Cordiall yours" 



/ 

' . . 

Feb. 22, :1.955. 

!·Iro II. G. Duckworth, 
% 711e Viney Pa. k Hotel, 

st. Petersbure 1 , Fla. 

Dp. r J G: • .l.iuckuorth: 

Herewith t Confed cov r as per om's of t c 1St • 
I ~l uld not tl in.l{ of A.uthentic tinCT a cov . s' ch rs this \m '0 the 
o ridellce of ~:('.nuinene G is coo vC"'":y mcav,cr. In thi", pre' ~mt day 
nnd o'lPC of cientifie f'ak" of p te ie items one ust adnit 
that it 0111<1 b, v J"oJ ea" for a fake to MaIl acture 01' J.u such 
an it • Un tho cthp1' I, if a. fake had in min to produce a 
T1"u.ns- ·1i, s:issippi Exprp.(· covor, the chances nrc he \-TOuld h"'ve . 'de 
it much Hore '~onvinc t! because, :J.!. er all, the object of. such a 
crook TOHld ure1y be to et all the cash possible fo;;.' his product . 

About the only evidence th~t the or-iBin ms IlSlu eveportll 
is thn incide b<>ck', but I am not fru!li.li'1r .. dt. t' is post "r<: . ' It 
is nrr rec6lledion that Shreveport 11Sed a double circle po ... tn, rk in 
l ate 1863 and 1964. Ho lever, on that point I Ma.y be n'cng. Of 
cOUl'~e , becruse the printoo form inside 5hm·rs IIShrevePOlj;'~ is no 
evidence thut the letter, if !"enuine, 1 s a.ctually nailed b.t Shreveport . 
As you are mlUre, the 40¢ rate did . t 'lctunlly GO into effect (as far 
as knr)l'm) until the fall of lfY3 . I-c e s:c<. thor 0 d thtJt a pa':'r of 
the 5¢ Litho WO'll( be used fr I!l an offic vrest of t Ie ..lississippi so 
la.te, still such a use \o/ould of course be possible . The Richmond 
"ADVl:RTEED 2" i o 'Jell knoun and i genuine . 

To sum up - it is my opinion that the cover co Id be a fake, 
and it is also possible it might be pel'fect l y (enuine. For anyone to 
state positively either- l'lay would be assumin too much. I:W- f ee for 
t he above i s . 3 . 50. 

Under " eparl1t e covrr, I am sending you a "c· oj p" from my 
"fer-vice Isnue. " 

Sincerely yours , 

,. 



I. 

V IN 0 Y 
T . PET E RS BUR G 1, FLO RID A 

clit /~~-J~ 
~~~'I 

/~ ~ eo- ~r­

~4~-ZL~7~ 
J~1~· tL~~ 

~7~=r~~C 

~ "----..-~ ~ IX. /~ 15/" 
~ ~ ~ ---L-A ~enJ?/ 



J\-l5'-ffi'-
59-~-6\­
(fl_(fl_~_1i!_ 

3Jark f. ~nlrli1tlnrt4 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~£aron ~tr£d 
~o5ton 10, 2-ffi{a5sar;frusdts 

([J-59-J\­
J\-E-J\­

~iL~_~-J!-59-

r;iay 20, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Asl-)brook 
P . O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft . Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan , 

Enclosed is a Confederate cover w~ic~ I believe was sent you 
before by a Mr. Harold Duckworth in Springfield, Mass . As I under­
stand it, you did not feel that you would care to render an opinion 
on it and returned it to l-)im. However, he has since sent it to t~e 
P~ilatelic Foundation wl-)o also declined to render an opinion, mostly 
I believe because Shenfield is in Europe and t~ere is no one else 
there that knows muc~ about Confederates . Duckwortl-) purc~ased t~is 
lot in a Fox auction several months back and in view of his inability 
to get anyone to authenticate it would like to return it, but Fox 
will not accept it merely because experts ~ave refused to render an 
opinion and insists t~at there be a derog1atory opinion before ~e 
will accept its return . Therefore , I am returning it to you and 
wonder if it might be possible for you to re--examine it and give 
some sort of a more definite opinion that would ei tl-)er satisfy f'l,r . 
Duckwortl-) of the probability that it is all right as I frankly sus­
pect i~ is myself or a deroglatory sta~ement that would give ~im 
sufficient basis for returni~g , as tl-)e present situation is making 

• him quite unhappy. 

Anytl-)ing you can do to all~te tl-)e above situation will be 
greatl y appreciated and considered a personal favor by me as foiir . 
Duckworth ~as been a customer of mine for sometime and I would like 
to l-)elp him out of thi-i- unfortunate situation if at all possible . 
Possibly, if you can~~ender a definite opinion , you could give a 
few facts whic~ would indicate the possibility of the cover being 
genuine or vice versa whic~ might help him to be satisfied. 

Thanking you for your assistance on the above, 

Wi t h best regards, 

:'E2~wo th 

JEM/pww '" P. S. Please advise your fee and I sl-)all be glad to remit. 



• Jack E. Ho1em;orth, 
102 Deacon ~t . , 

Boston 16, ~S5. 

Dear Jack: 

licw 22, 1955 • 

r e - yours of the 20th, I regret thnt I can 10t 

. 
\ 
I 

I 

a d anythint: to the repo th.:'lt I ca to Harold Due~­
l:crth. If I authe ticated a eover such as this, ould 
people h ... ve any c nfidence in nu jud1;r.lent? :hat evidence 
is there on -;,rhich I could :.se any o:th thile opinion? 
en the other ha d, ould I, or llculd I not, be guess~ng 
if I coni - ad thi~ cover? 

~ith rebards -

Sincerely you~, 



P. O . BOX B 

VERONA. NEW JERSEY 

~,ir. St.anley B. Ashbrook 
P.O.Box 31 
Fort rr'h omas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PUBLISHER OF: 

UNITED STATES SLOGAN POSTMARK CATALOG 

HANDBOOK OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE METERS 

CANADA & NEWFOUNDLAND STAMPLESS COYER 

CATALOG 
(Formerly of Mitchell-Hoover Bureau Print Catalog, 19H-IQn) 

March 7 1955 

An arTicle on which I am now at work off and on, but which will be 
some +ime in completion, involves a di 3 cus~ion of the vexed and 
vexing c;ues+,ion of the term essayrt in stamps matters. I shall have 
to refer to your statement, some dozen years or so ago, in wich 
you propose the term 'sample label ' , and ment ion that your dietionary 
does not give the philatelic use of the term. 

In order that I may be completely fair to you, I think it would be 
only right to mention, if possible, which dietionary you referred to 
on that occas ion. So, while the se ction in quest ion of the article 
is not yet in form, I am asking this information. 

Please let me have, at your convenience, the exact name, and 
if possible copyr i ght date (latest if there ere several given) of 
the dictionary. It may be thaT I can establish a good case for 
limited use of the word essay if your dictionary is of sufficient 
accepted authority to car1Y weight. On the other hand, I may have 
to accept the wider use, if it is no t a comprehensive and authoritative 
record of usage, specially of pres ~nt ueege. 

Apropo s of the term you advocate, pe rhaps the enclosed page 67 from 
the U.S. Telegrap~ Handbook of 1947 has not come to your notice. ~he 
term sample label fits the items shown at bottom and discussed 
in the last paragrap~ so patly, that you may ~erhaps even feel 
flattered at the treatment . I would, ere our positions reversed. 

ith all good wishes, an d hoping no annoying ailments are bothering 
you now. 

Sincerely yours 



Rich & Rich, U.S. ~elegraph Issues, 1947 

67 

Besid.es the typographed booklet cover, we have the publicity release ane! 
the "mat" sent out for casting cuts showing the design in magazines ane! 
newspapers . 

• ' •.. , 
1 

CEMT 

5 r B ..... o"~r 

W~;;~'~~ ~10~ 
tElE<:;RAPH SUMP 

The colors are not well described in the Scott catalog. The 1c is not 
yellow green at all but green; the 2c is orange-brown, not chestnut; the 5c 
is a bright blue rather than a deep blue; the 10c is very definitely pale orange; 
and the 25c is hardly a bright carmine but almost exactly carmine rose. 

The 1939 prepayment stamps are easily the most beautiful of all U. S. 
telegraph issues .. 

/ 

In the 1890's four "curious labels" were seen by the senior author and 
reported in his 1900 book, with the picture which we reproduce here. They 

/ are printed in black on salmon raper, imperi., presumably gummed, and differ 
only in denomination-5, 10, 25 and 50 cents. J othing was learned of their 
nature or use, despite the requed for any information published in the Ameri­
·can J oumal of Philately. The suggestion that they were used in place of 
cash for refunding of overcharges was made; but never was verified. We 
therefore have no choice but to consider them as essays, never put to actual 
use. Any interested reader should watch the stamp journals for some time 
after the publication of this handbook, in the hope that some writer may take 
this revived mention as occasion fe r contributing in:ormation on these essay~. 
Perhaps we at last have something to which the term "sample label, " advo­
cated by Ashbrook in place of "essay" might rightfully apply! 

GOOD FOR 

10 CtS. 
At any W. U. T.I. 
office in this city 
when couotersigneiJ 
by 

/1l0J:fl!{er. 
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Chapter 5 
Puerto Rico 

Only under the Spanish regime before 1898 were any telegraph stamps 
used in that territory. The Spanish issues fall into two groups: those of the 
post office telegraphs in the period 1871 to 1811, and those of the municipal 
telegraphs in 1888. 

The post office telegraphs issued stamps of types similar to those in use 
in other Spanish colonies in the same period, and after separate telegraph 
stamps had ceased to be issued and used in Spain. Each year there was a 
new issue, all dated except 1875. The types are pictured ahead of the issues 
in each of them. All the telegraph stamps are known both perf. 14 and im­
perf. The imperfs. are scarce. The usual cancellation is a punched hole. 

The reader should notice that until 1876 the name of the country does n()t 

appear on the stamps. 

1871 2 pesetas lilac 
4 pesetas pale yellow brown 

1872 2 pesetas blue 
4 pesetas green 

1873 2 pesetas blue 
4 pesetas grayish purple 
4 pesetas lilac 

1874 2 pesetas green 
4 pesetas carmine 

1875 2 pesetas black 
4 pesetas yellow-brown 



-- ,. 
" 

! • Step (on G. Rich, 
p. _.&-:0:: .. 

Tf,ir .. ,, ~~ . J • 

. .. 

Harch la, 1955. 

. pl:m ~ t yo "0 f.' 11. 7th l11 th te "S.3JIlT)le t.."hp.J. . " I l~ve 
n)' c ct":l th t I _·c l' J.,", :In t'.tW c'icticn"ry. As nel'r l'S I can re-
call I c mod the t IO m;>'". c o l •• lied .:.t tv tl e s called "170" iares 
Go Wll1' ~" o.~ 1861, lln( to t _tenL oJ..one . I did this because I \'I(\S can-
vi. coo thut they fOre ir r. diff "rent c uBsific tion tl an ite:: s ~fhich are 
called "r~H3~. t: I'u lIOU r"\j 00:' 0 to bi and t l esc HSO,.!!> es" fo:c uhllt t hey 
actually ny-c and t tl""lJ to 1'1' va u • ·".nfomcd collectors from buyin,e t.hem 
:'rum the cffc:.incte Colson r d otherb as !'egu1a_ U. S. posta.Ce ntar:lps that 
t'ITore regularly ~ 661.. d o I hc.d no dcsl:.'e otlor t an t :i.s. 

Tho r> . •• :1 ~"C6l rc,:ucdcd that bids for a 11m; c ntrc ct be submitted 
and that IIs·:.un'Olc(jfl of :lOrk 'lCCOffiPUl1Y "he ids . I:ell, of ~ourse" Y vU kno' the 
rent . Tlfc Nat;onaL I anl: Note subt"i.tt.oo IIs('1nn1~sfl r~ • .. ""'De •. "Ore 6QDplos not 
only of an ll::'tist t s desi_n, but oa.l"1ples 0:: pcrforlltin[,", ... ape', ink, gum ... nd 
engravinz3 etc . They ,.zere in fnct f'mnll eummod lnbels, hence I coin d the term 
S ........ p'o Labels . " I bc- eve I \ID.S severely criticised by some at the time my 

article ,"ms published but' ,:hrt difference did it make? I "ra. con0ent thr t I was 
right Mel that sensible collectors lIould find no fal'lt \lith ll.W stu Y of the 
"famplc Labcl~. II 

There is no question but "Jh~t th~J should be rer.loved from the ~ . U. S. but 
after ail, it is ll'l!llllterial to me . I ''lao the fj.rGt student to ive the true 
stOT,1 of Luff ' s fail~-tnle . 

tJo Steve, I had not aeon page 67 from YGur nmr book. If you ,-rin have 
a copy scnt to me with a bill I ,rill be elad to remit by " return ll . Due to 
ruoh of \fork I neglected to obtai.n a copy fj r r.w library. I thank you for 
cailine t is to mw attention. 

\/ith overy eood \lish, believe ~e" 

Sincerely yours, 

, 

, 



P. O. BOX B 

VERONA, NEW JERSEY 

Dear Stan: 

PUBLISHER OF: 

UNITED STATES SLOGAN POSTMARK CATALOG 

HANDBOOK OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE METERS 

CANADA Be NEWFOUNDLAND STAMPLESS COVER 

CATALOG 
(Formerly of MitchelJ~Hoover Bureau Print Catalog, I9B-19Sl) 

.. arch 12 1955 

Thanks for your March 10th letter. I am sending you separately a 
copy of the U.S. Telegraph boo~, and enclose bill. Price to members 
of S.P.A. was reduced some time ago so we might clear out a good 
part of the supply on hand. 

I guess I didn t make things clear in my request as to what dictionary 
you use. I celftt proceed with the paragraphs i 11 the article in 
question till I know the exact full name and date of copyright 
of the dictionary you were using around 1943--preBumably you still use 
it. The point involved is that if the dictionary is authoritative 
I can put up a strong case for your stand. 

I didn't mean to imply that you foun d the term "sample label 1t in any 
dictionary. Reference to the article in question shows only that you 
stated yom- dictionary al a not gl ve the usual philate.1.ic mae of the 
term 'essay. tt Naturally, the que stlon i s-- "Whet di~ctionary did he 
use? Was it an unabridged one? 'Vhich one, then?" 

I unders~and, ana agree with , your point in trying to get the 1861 
so-ce.lled ttPremiere Gravures ·t recogni zed in their true ll$.ure as other 
than issued stamps 'Barr ing the 10c, which of course was a late 
printing,I think Oct. 1861 from what evidence I have seen, when they 
needed more 10c's than one plate could produce~. I am n~ at all 
convinced that the alleged cancelled 24c Premiere is anything of the 
sort at all. 

Yes. Colson and others did stick collectors on these . It is too 
bad ~ohn Luff's ingenious guess, based on too little eVidence, ever 
got into print and then into acceptance. On the basis of what te \ 
then knew, the guess was relllly ingenious. I think 'fairy tale" ls 
rather an odd term, not wholly explanatory, for what Luff sald. 

The ~uestlon whether the 1861 Premieres could or could not be included 
under the term essay" doesn· t now seem to me nearly as important as 
to make cleer, sure to everyone, that save for the 10c they are 
not stamps. I'd settle for any term that would emph size that. 

Sincerely yours 

, 



t . 

.. .. 

J.~ . stephen G. fiich, 
P. C. Box B, 

VGron, .• J . 

Dcnr ... two: 

c 25, 1955'~. 

Pardon l!\Y' del y' reP4rint to yo 
t l e bookl ct . Thunlm. 

of the 12th. I 06 1.00 for 

Re - t 0 diction ry t lot I usc. I :vo ev a1 but 
th t yeu had special ref rence to 

o t a Bocon -land rook otor . I 0 nt thic to tho '"' 
had tr uble fin ,.. it to copy t e title pa , uhich _5 

AUI 

In ~ opinion, it is ob 
Th 

l;y carli at record of the Typo I is • 1 . 1"6~_ - (Thiel, th -collecl 
August) . It' earliest r cor of the Type II (~eptenber) M . 20, 1~61. lY do 
I call the form r Typ I r .ther than the latter? Simply b c us th 1 e I p te 
'as D!l e before the Type II pl. tea 

I believe thnt the "ugu"t ll plato \1 S or' ino.l.ly I B pl platel - toter 
the epart ent p rr.litted otaops to b isou to th public ir it. If an;yon a 
n bttcr tr..eory, I h:v no objection to its 000 .c on. I thiru- th SQr.le thin 
plies to the 24¢ plate. I believe it i'" on e ttlbliched fact, n uesv- ark, th"'t no 
. ssued 24¢ 1861 stODp'" erc iODued jn the o' e c lor as the at m m as the 
IIPrami ron or m t I call t real ?A2 car-role. I believ th 0 re pc £ ctly s noi­
ble su gection but if arw no C'm con up ith!1tJy better solution" I :v n't the 
s1'> test objection. 

I di e ,lith you that Luff ' 5 uess mo ingenious . H hnd no vidence 
th"t the Isamples" ere issued to t .e lie. Hi 1 ole at ry s - rk and 
I think th tore IIfairy tole" does riehtly apply. P. e rdlcD of hiD good t cnt ion'" , 
.is tory did serious phil. te' 1c res arch l' rk lot of hal en cost t 08 innoc nt 

eollcctciJ;s uho pure 0. e the oampl s at hi h pric s, quite n 10"'s. ' ... till surf r 
fr his fairy tale ry 11 vms these it or pa.p r still . clue! d in the Scott cnt -
10 es nlon .:th re :ul rly i cu 1e it· . te ponto! iscues . Th Y' r otill. ther 

, 
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- .. 
(,2 . Hr. Stephen C. Rich, !nrc 25, 1955. 

.., 
so thct tl c rrc im:.tc ColDon can still 11 th wit t;JOr con than 
philotelle 1"'1 'ledge. Hm s riouo st enta MV l" their voie . or n 
abo\...ot such linting? tsid of \ 'ard and Colson, I don't t ink any onsible 
per on in ph °lo.tc4r todC¥' lievee Il 'Ii 01 d of tho L\1f_ story. if th t pair 
\'ould tall t truth, they rud o.dr.rl.t t .cy do not bcliev the UUIi·l~";tl 
i ... Au to the public . I om positive th t they rully r cliz t 
nlDighty doll r dll ° ot pcrr.ti.t ithcr one to . t Sll! • 

Uae ride 

a 

ould be 
If 

Some of t he shi to of the l¢ rt!.n the 1:1 oe .. ado an r c cd Ric 
ether shirc.entG 'W re c<l.turcd by Federal naval vess 1s. Honcv r" by the t' 
ohi rots r cched R!chmo "Confecie ate post Ie islation h c ar1!,ed on there 
wa" no such a thin s no Cent rate" ",s a cons uence t st::Ip<> \1 r nev r 
put on sela in II of t e po t office. I & to thc.t tlo upplies cc.uld have 
been iZsuro, on tHO U cd to JX1Y th 2¢ rnto, fille to pay th 5¢ F t , and even 
ten to PB\V the 1"0 ;u1ar r tee To s 'm up, I co "':der tho 1¢ ct014p a r ~r Cont, -
era.te preta e stan. tha.t If P order and deliv r but so far c.o 
issued to tho public. 

SineCTely YOUrD" 



.. c . Stephen G. Dich, 
P. O. Box L, 

Verona, ' . J . 

Dear Steve: 

, 

I-!a.rch 25, 1955 • 

Pardon m::r delay in 1 eplyin,. to yours of the 12th. I enclose 1 . 00 for 
t he booklet . Thanks . 

Ro - t he dictiona.ry that I use. I have seve.. but I cupposo t he one 
that you had special reference to is an old one th t I purc aGed about 20 ye ro 
ago at a second-hand rook store. I sent this to tho rarement sometime . 0 and 
h d trouble finding it to cop,y the title pa e, whic is as follows: 

"STANDARD DICTIOUAF.Y 
Isaac K. Funk D. D. 
Editor in Chi",f 

Published by FUNK & WAGNALLS COl-IPANY 
NE\y YORK - I, NOON - fORONTO 

1896" 

I regret to state th"t I do not (.\ffl 0. Websters . Perhaps sonedny - en I pick up a 
fel'; metra dollars (of ~l1ic '1 there is little prospect) I my purchare one. 

Regardin_ the 10¢ 1861. In ~ opinion, it is absurd to refer to t his 
stamp as the "Aur-ust I and " epter.lbcr . " ltr God what c r.. ld be more ridiculous? The 
stamp should be listed as Type I and Type II. Could a ore sensible sugr.e ,ticn co 
made? lihy in the name of common sense do editors of catalogues refuse to adopt 
sensible su:gestions? 

lW earliest record of the Type I is Sep. 17..) 18(.1 - (This, the so-called 
August) . Ny earliest record of the Type II (Sept ber) is Aug. 20, 1~6l. Uhy do 
I call the for21ler Type I r~ther than the l~tter? Sirlply because the Type I plate 
was made before the ~pe II plate. 

I believe that the "August" plate was originally a "sample platell 
- La.ter 

the Department perr.ri.tted stamps to be issued to tho public fron it . If anyone has 
a better theory, I have no objection to its adoption. I tliru( the same thin ap­
plies to the 24¢ pl~te . I believe it is an established fact, n~ [uess- work, that no 
issued 24¢ 1861 stamps (ere issued in the srune color as the stal!1!) knovm as the 
"Premiere" or what I call tr..e real 242 sanrole . I believe these are perfectly sensi­
ble su[gesti0ns but if anyone can come up with any better solution, I haven ' t the 
slight est obj( ct~ on. 

I disaeree with you that Luff ' s ~uess !a.s infl'enious . He had no evidence 
th' t the "samples" were issued to t he public. His ", ole story was guess- 1;vork Lnd 
I think the tern "fairy tale" does rightly apply. Regardless of his good 'ntentions, 
his story did serious phllo.telic research work a lot of harm and cost those innocent 
collect avs who purchase the samples ut hi h prices, quite a loss . We still suffer 
from his fairy tale by having these tits of paper still :included in the Scott cat<"2.­
logues alan uith :..'eoularly issued legitimote postnl issues . They are still there 



A 

/'2 . lir . Stephen G. Rich, Marc 25 , 1955. 

50 that the effe~inate Colson can still sell them to people ~r.ith more money than 
philatelic kno\1ledge . How rlmlY serious students have raised their voice or n 
about such a listing? Outside of l:ard and Colson, I don Itt link any sensible 
person in philately toj~ believes a word of the Luff story. Pnd if that pair 
"iOuld tell tl e trut h, they would adr.'lit t ey do not believe the s ples W 1 e ever 
issued to t he public. I all positive th t t hey rully realize the truth but the 
almighty dollQr \ilill ot permit either one to c.dmit same. 

MncBride advised me th t you celieve that the l¢ Confederate should be 
classed as an IIEssro:;" and re!loved as a It stampll froo the Scott catal0Lues. If 
this is tl e , I. ish to disa ree. First" I do not see whnt good this could 
accomplish and second, the stump is not an Gssay, because it is a matter of record 
that the Agent of the Confederate Govcrn-rn.ent in London approved the desi.gn and 
ordered larse supplieo from the De La Rue firm . This fect , in J:lY opinion, bars 
thorn from bein classed as "Essays," because I l ieve from a urely phiktelic 
vie'./point , "n Itessay" is a sta"'lp deai that 1[:!8 not been anproved. I don't give 
a rap whr7, i.JXly diction.;)ry states to the contrary for the siJnple reason thr.t any 
s£rious philatelic student l:.lOWS a • r''1 eirht nore about a philatelic essay than 
any dictitn"ry editor . Caftu (e d 

Some 01' t he ~& 0: the l¢ ran the ockade and r.3chad Richmcnd. 
Ot her shipments ,,,ere -..;. by Federal naval vessels. HOHever , by the time t e 
shipments rCD.ched Richmond, vonfederate pacta! legislation had changed and thel'e 
wa, no such a thin us a One Cent rate, and as a consequence the ctamps WEre nev r 
rut on sale in any of t he post office' .. I t seer.16 to rne thnt the E.upplies could have 
1: ee. issued, and t,'o used to pay the 2\~ rnte, ~ . £':"-ve 'be pt;y 'bIle 5¢ "! be, and even 
ten to' pay the re[Ular rate. TO' s up, I cor~ider the l¢ stamp a egular Confed­
erate poota e stamp that '1 s ordered and delivered but so fe.r as \'e know \V'as never 
issued to the public. 

Sincerely yours, 



.. 

Dear Stanley: 

TO: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ Th. BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E.tobli.h.d 1936 

PHONE -

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

3/10/55 

In some 19th placed with us for sale are the enclosed items. 
The two prepresented as #85C I can't make anything of but 
#88. The 3¢ Pink doesn't look pink enough to mej the #27 
could just as well be #28 and the #118 Type I 1809 looks 
and feels as though it must be a cleaned cancel. Now how 
wrong am 1'1 

Certainly would appreciate your opinion on these--nothing 
detailed necessary--just proper identification. 

K1'k:dS, 
Lee Chadwick 

LC:ta 



Est. 1936. Publishers of the Original Quotation Bulletin. 

3/15/55 
Dear atanley: 

Many, many thanks for your letter of 
the 11th and the returned items. Also ~' 
good to know Les Brookman is up and around 
again--we hadn't heard back to the time 
when _e was reported "out of danger." 

Best regards from us both to you and 
Mrs. A. 

Cor lally, 

M Il\T 
SII "ET 11.£ 

RO~OYNE, OHIO IIIIOK.;n.\M'~ 8470 Blue Ash Rd. 



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 



..... 

Ur. Lee Chadwick, 
~ ?ant Sheet Brokerage, 

6470 Blue eh Road, 
Rossmoyne, hio . 

Dear Lee: 

Ibrch 1:, :955 .• 

IIer6\!ith tl e five items as per yours of the lethe 

Re - the boo 3¢ le67 . I regret th[.lt I never give an opinion 
on grills . If you tLink t •. ese mi ht be no ·t ing unusual, I sugr e t 
that you send thcn up to Brookman. He is up and arm'nd aeain. 

As I noted on t' e card , tl in 3¢ is aflfaded near pink. II In 
m:r opinion a copy such as t'is is not "lOrth DUC 1 I m"e than a RO'1e . 
The 5¢ ' 57 io a Type I Brick Red. -- . 

Re - the l5¢ le69. Did you t17 it under a lamp? It does 
have a rat her faded book. In €xanini rr a still: p for a II cancel rcmoved,fI 
rather thn.n trust rrry eyesight I make an en1~rged photo on a pancrro­
nntic plate by ultra- violet . Even t cn an itcn could show no trace. 
I t depends cn \-lho did the cleaning. 

I,W regards to \arren and you. 

Cordially yours, 





Hr. Laurence \I. ?i>ltz~ 
31B E. Horth Ave. , 

Balt:ln.ore 2~ lId . 

Dear Hr. l101tz: 

Feb. IB~ 1955. 

Herewith I am retl.1!"l1in.3 the U. S. 1¢ lB51~ 
single off cov r~ as per yours of the 15th. This 
strunp comos from PI te e Ec'\!'11, ru is a Type IliA, 
thllt is, (ltop line broken - bottom lino- not broken. See 
1955 s.u •• pal. e 31 - { Suc - listed l¢ dark blue -
Plate lE - unused 125. 00, used 60. 00. Tl is i'" an 
"A" relief, the .ila.t e l'0sit':'on is 35Rlt . Is ii., unused 
I exnrr.ined it un' e1' tl e ultr - violet but could not ot~ct 
by the eye whether a c~ncelation had been re.1lOved, but 
such n test ~s by no rn ans positive. To be Teas~nably 
sure, uuuld:r uire an enl rged phuto by the ultra-violet 
r~. I clwrge 2 . 00 f r such n photooraph. 'Rcaa ine 
the guo, to be qu:.te fran..'r .ll I ell V _7 dubious thr.t it is 
tenuine ori .incl. but on t is po. . I oy be ti taken. 

l~ f~e for the above i'" 2. 00. I Te -ret I do 
not have nny ees of 1 . 00 . I huve, therefore" c edited 
yo r c.cc~U! t ".r13;h 1 . 00. 

Sincerely y urs , 

rAll) 
r -



173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park • New York • FL 4-4636 

AUCTIONS. APPRAISALS. RETAIL· WHOLESALE· STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

February 19, 1955 

Thank you for your letter of February 3rd. Sorry for the delay 
in answering but I have just returned from Florida. Relative to the 
Livingston cover I have a faint recollection of their being one in a 
European collection. It is only a recollection and I do not have notes 
on it. 

I enclose herewith an 1869 cover on which I would like your opinion. 
I believe it came out of an H. R. Harmer auction some years ago. I'm 
not sure about this however. Would appreciate your opinion and a return, 
together with a bill for your services. Please do not forget to include 
the bill. 

With kind personal regards to Mildred and yourself from Virginia 
and me, 

Enclosure 
JAF:C 
New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943 



_l 
~ , 

Feb. 23 , 1955 . 

lIre John A. Fox, 

173 Tulip Ave. ~ 
Floral Park, n. Y. 

Dear John: 

Her~Jith the 24¢ lr.'9 cover as per YOlJTS of the 19th. The cover 
is okay \-lith the except' en tl at n 2~~ If?69 is FusSing - the I-ate was 28¢ . 
This cover is from the collect· on of t 1e Ide Dr. Potter (Dr. Lester F. 
Potter) former4r of NeH Bedford, Ifuss . According to my l'ecol1ect:i on he 
zrnde the orieinal find of tl e :rCottle ll correspondence at Jle\[ Bedford. He 

-' sent me from ti'ee to ti e a number of ite:-::ts for recording from that 
correspondence. He sent this pm ticular covel to ne in 19l.2 and I made trac­
ings of the back stD.r'_PS nnd photographs, copies 'of \-T ich I enelos . herc\"lith. 

i Keep aLl of these" if yeu wish, \lith I!TY compliments. rub y. a e as follo\<ls:. 

I 
• 

IIfll _ A' photoeraph of tle COVEr :: ( reduced uize) . The red 2.4 to 
r~ht \lllS pplied at Ire" Yo,.-.k d vms the U. S. credit to Britain. Their share 
24¢ (n shilline) - the U. f . shnre 4¢ . 

"BII - Natural si~e. I put a 2¢ 1€69 i11 upper corner to show the rate 
before the 2~~ \-faS darn.: ged and 1 e; cved. Tracinrs c,f bacl- na.rkinr.s photoed on 
front . 

"Q" - Another COVel' from this correspondence. Spence Anderson offered. 
tt-is to lIe'lbury. It is r.w recollection he tmned it down. Thi<> to Sineapore ~ 
sane rate - srune 24¢ credit - /'u ust 1870 (one 2¢ badly OI~laGed) 

"DII - A Cottle cover in a Laurence Dle in 1943 - This to St . Helena 
in Jan. 1871 - Hote "24" credit . 

IJo fee for t he above and darn t lUl to ive you the correct data. 

Thanks for comment on the Livingston. I sold ~he covcr that I ha.d but 
I have not been able to find n collect ion that mms any other tl an the t lree 
I mentioned. Do you suppose John IIull OlJlled such a cover? 

Seems like an D. , e since Hildred und I SClVI Vireinia and you. Perhaps 
Bo(edc.y ~bll tHO can come out nd ['pend n little ti.."1e l1ith us . 

( ur best to you both. 

Cordially your'o , 



f 

173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park • New York • FL 4-4636 

AUCTIONS. APPRAISALS· RETAIL· WHOLESALE STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

February 26, 1955 

Thank you very much for your letter of February 23rd. I enclose 
herewith check in the sum of $15.00. Please, no arguments. 

I am taking the liberty of keeping the photographs . as per your 
suggestion and want to thank you very much. 

Virginia joins me in sending our best to Mildred and yourself 
and we too wish we could see you folks. Perhaps some time in the near 
future. 

With kind personal regards and best wishes, 

Enclosure 
JAF:C 

New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 

.~ 

N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943 
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Judge Ha~:ry J . Lemley, 
~ U. S. District Court, 

Hope, 1.rkans· ,8 . 

I·W de~r Judge: 

Feb. 11 , 1955. 

Heretrith the th:'oe COy 1'13 . r POl' yours of t·.e 12th. Lel-e me (lome 
comm .ms: 

~ ill .. ~A; JUJ • J TJJY J.7. 3¢ etar Die cnvc_ope . m nw opm:. 11, this 
lD ConfederD-te. As proof, t is emrclopc - ,the 2\; st- r Die v;as iSfiued in Aug­
ust 1$60. As 01 JU!.y 17, ::'3Gl, SeL'mJ. \JQG a Com edc!'ate . ' . As of Au ust 

1861.1 tl i'o enveloPe .... rao de:':l-.. nctized. I IJenti.n U.e l[;.tt r to displmre' a 
possible llSC in 1865 or Inter . I run inclined tv believe the use wao actually 
July 17, 18(,2 r •• thcr t' <:n 1861, because a single l'c.te in lC61 uould have been 
5¢ , \JhCl'eas of July 1 , 1862, the C . :J . ~~ . sin Ie rate \las 10¢ . 

Holly Springs, l1j 8~. This usc had 1:so be JCll1. 1S61 or l.:.tcr . If 1$61 
then it is U. S. Uf,e. Ii' If.62, ,:t .:oultl be Confed. It is my Cpill,' I1, the use 
uas 1$61 because of the absence of a stated rate. In other words, t.he 3¢ en­
velope was proof of the r,.::te. 

Lon~ Vie", J k . - ~uly 2 . There WlS such a l\.G. in In5l. rrior to 
July 1 .. 1851, the poste.; e - (si.'1[yle) \"las 5¢ . Th 1~e is no proof th<.:..t this use 
\"laS not July le49, but it could have been (us far as I Llll mmre) July 1861 or 
later . Envelopes ere not generally used in small to'.ms in tho west in 1849 
and earlier . I am disposed to believe this is Confederate use, lS61 or 1862, 
mi ... ht be l~ter . . 

r·w fee for the a.bove is \,2 . 50. 
FEB 21 1955 

I tru<·t thD..t nw analysis agree:::> s you n&d formed. 
<II 

, IW kindest l·eg&rds . 

Cordially yours J , 



HARRY J. LEMLEY 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE·S C 
EASTERN HAMBERS 

AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF ARKANSAS 

Tax 'ilK HI' I ARI(Ar4SA:! 



HARRY J , LEMLEY 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE' S CHAM 
EASTER BERS 

N AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF ARKANSAS 

TEXARKANA. ARKANSAS 



HARRY.I . LEMLEY 
DISTRICT JUDGE 



3930 Red Bud A 
C

' , venue 
Inclnnati 29 Oh' , 10 
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III'. NillC'rd H. Hack, 
3930 Red Bud Ave. , 

Cincinn~ti 29, Ohio. 

Dear b'. Hack: 

eb. 19, 1955. 

HerC1:ith the 9O¢ 1869 an per yours of the 
17th. This may be 132 but I doubt it . It is a 
faded copy and t. e pape:;: is IlOre ycllouish t an white. 
'The fake s c.:tn iron out the grill u.nd do an almost 
perfect job. If I \/e e you I \-lOuld put the burden of 
proof on the seller. Before accepting such a cO!"J why 
not require the seller 0 furnish y U '1ith en Expert. 
opini n th ~1t the stonp is uhut he claims it to be. 
rby sho 2-d you be put to tIl e ense of fi din:..> out if 

the ~ic1e he is tl"yin.... sell you is cnuin j I 
co Id ,ake a photo~raph by ultra- violet but thif3 "lOuld 
coot you 2 . 00 in addition to qv fee . Such a photo 
mieht give sa ,e positive evi once - and it miGht not . 
I run c. bit prejudiced {!, a:inst ~ copi s of al'tT of 
the Ill[ 7'; epl'invs. II 

Sincerely yours , 

, 



SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C . S. A . 
MEMBER : A . S . D . A. 

A. P . S. 
S . P . A . 
COLLECTORS 

CLUB OF 
NEW YORK 

Mr. stanley Ashbrook 

Box- 31-

Fort Thomas-Ky. 

Dear stanley: 

* 
BOX 573 GRIFFIN. GEORGIA 

Feb-II-I955, 

Is this 2O¢ Green on cover O.K.? Charge me for opini-

on, and if O.K., vrite it on the back. 

But please do not write on the back if not O.K., as in 

that case I vall return it to the party offering it. 

RH:grh 

I 



I r . P.nynor I ubbe1l, 
Box 573, 

Griffin, Gn. 

e"r I [:.ynor: 

Feb. 14, 1955. 

Here\ ith thc Co eel 20¢ Green cov r postmarked 
rla.lc~ h; IJ.e. Til ro ic no ucmt' en but -1h"t t is cover is 
genuine in eve y respect .., d I h v accord in ly authenti­
cated it on tlC t·cy' . 

I 

Top.(' • 
''oY .... co ~ 2. 00 (p~l·" nod r-t) . 

• 



,. 
I. 

OFFICE AND WAREHOUSE 

PARK AVENUE 

DIAL 6-4691 - 6-4692 

JOHN KINNER & ASSOCIATES 

!llr. S~anley B. A.shbrook, 

§ene'ta.L C!onha.atou 

POST OFFICE BOX 180 

CORNING. N. Y . 

Ithaca, !Jew York 
February 7,1955 

33 I'lorth Fort 'Ihomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrook:-

About three months ago I was fortunate enough t run 
across a "find" of old envelopes,mos"tly 3$i 1851's and 1857's. 
I acquired some 250 items and may get the res~. 

There was only one cover '\ ith 'the l $i blue s~rip of 3 
of the 1851 and I am enclosing this one with the hope ~hat you 
can verify my opinion ss to wha~ i~ is. 

It looks to me that the stamps are positions 78 -79 
and 80 of Plete No.1 recut. If I am riEh~-i~ is a rather nice 
strip of three,particuliarly because of posi~ion 79 with recuts 
of twice e.~ ~he t op and 't-:vrice at ~he bot~om. "ihile the cover is 
somewhat ba~tered up I think i't a nice i;;em. 

As stated above I would appreCiate your op~nl.on which I 

RESIDENCE 

DIAL 6-4115 

knoVJ is considered the le st word so far B s these l$iblues are concerned. 
~ self-addressed envelope is enclosed for ~he return of ~his cover. 

I am e.l so enclosing another cover which might interest you­
for you to kE'iElp or do vlith wha~ you wish. I do no;; know just what the 
balloon posunark is o~her that it is Kentucky. However,the printing on 
;;he back may be of interen. Incidently JOHI'l L.LKIHS JR. was a~ one 
time beside being a ra;;her high up JUDGE- THE. GRAI'lD ~1ASTER OF TEl!: 
NElv YORK SlATE LUDGE OF 'IHE IIlASOl-JIC LODGE. All ;;he envelopes referred 
to rbove were addressed ~o him. 

I very much apprecia~ed your going over my l~ blues in 1951. 
for the CAPEX show in Toronto,Canada. I don't know whether I told you 
or not- that I rElceived a Silver Award at the show for my 1851 & 1857 
frames of U.S. 

I~ goes wi~hou~ saying tha~ wha~ever your charge is ~o 6ive 
mc your opinion on ~he enclosed cover I will be glad to pay it. 

ADDR}I:SS: 119 Thurston Ave., 
Ithaca, I'l. Y. 

Sirroerely youf"s, .--. 
~ 4vf.N~ 
James C.Av17ry,--1 

(Major, AUS. Retired. 

'--

, 



r 
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. Feb. 10, 1955 . 

1:a.1or Jrrrl..s c. Av ry, 
119 Thurston . . , 

Ithc.ca, . . . . 
J;etlr I7ajor: 

Hcrm ... it. the l¢ 18.51 cover s p r yours 0 tho 7th . 
You :J.re {uit cor ect , tilt pI"te pc ... it 'ons Ie 78J'.,r, - 79I·lT. -
8OLIL, the center tamp cane the doub: e recut top nnu b tt~ • 
'! is if' c rt'inJy en attr ctiv strip .rith the dou1J~c strike 
of tho .. at:.u[ rtrunp 1'.l/ID 311 - I judee the post u'. Ie :'s lIe v:n 
i: . Y. II - A very fine cente!' line strip. C'hndc an' impreosion 
seem to indicate n. u ctine in -C54. I l.'vc nit ned it on 
t 10 .., cl~ f u:' you. 

RecnrdirJ.: the ('+ n C07 r - t.lO 3¢ ' 51 i:3 tied by a 
postmark which reads .. I L ,... J, "'ULT NCO . 1 (r:y) . I h vo nevC'l' 
seen t' in :>oobnn:'~ before . T f npo e it. t' e lome of '~cn­
tucl'3' ~". son~!y . I note t.1C cff:'ce Fa~ not l':ntecl in t e 
officinl list of post offices '~n 1854, . but, ppe1. ad in the 1855 
list, \lith Hohert Horris as postrna.::tc!' . I have a 00d friend 
(Oim in LO:li!:l\rille, Dr . Ro"er , vlho specicli zes in KentucRy 
porrtal histOl.-.r . I aJ.."l r end~ the cov"!~ dcnm to lim, oping it 
in ,,0 lCtllin 'If',; '1..0 '.1m. / 

1 pm tl.l :rk .. fit:1 a county nam ~ "uch [ this is il1deed 
r::.opt unuoucl. 3 11 I thnnk you vel'y much for senr in.." it to me . It 
if, >uc~ to pic' up so'octl: inn netT rom nw onto state. 

11y sincere t 1e.nl:" and kindest l' ,(1" s . 

Cordially yours, 



For=3817 
Rev. 8-53 

Received from: 

. to Q;;eh:~~~t~_~~[(~il ~~~~~~_~~____ . 

. ~ _______ ---~-.----ELr(,J:------~--t:=----------------------__________ _ 
_____ b'O_ _1 __ _____ 1 __________________________________________________________ _ 

THIS RECEIPT, WHICH MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTE ATIONAL MAIL, 
DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIfICATION 

GPO 16-60310-1 



Dr. Ch:li' os L. Ros("r, 
629 00uth Fi ct St., 

Louisvnle 2, Kentucl::y . 

Dc"'" octo~: 

He 'C' i. a K. nt11cky ~ t em th" . 
it n( \1 t "' . 

,QD'E - Ftr Me C0 KY 

AP 7 

Feb. 10, 1955 . 

nC'l to l'1e ant I ~ 
, ends 

I S1.'" 0 e the "K;r" riC'u ' t . col" much li'~c 
lett£"·o U'o erno rt -h 
T' e off:l.ce 1 rs not is 'ed 
tl e :W55 lint vriU' Ho c t 

I 

Tl e cnvelo e is a-lclresr d to "lIon. Jno T, Leuis Jr . " Penn y ... , tr .Y. 
I undcrstC1nf th, t Lewis 1; ac en'ite a prorlin nt ju' e an:! the Ifr.ran 
haster" of the Nell York ftate Lodge 01' ti"e ?hsonic L<>~ge. vidently 
"!,odL'e Ky" h<. SaM ti in'" to no rith Kentucky .fa~"on ry tho 1('h I h vo 
no dat a on tlmt point . 

I nvn It ell'd f 'om :rou fo • SOIDI" tin ut I t 
been in the 1 'G'" of health ann thrt yow lterest in 
history of our state has not laeg d in t 'e slightest . 

l-f..r kindest :"egards • . 
Sincerely yours, 

P. S.-If you would l ike t o have a photo['raph of the cov""r I will be 
pleased to make one for you. 

, 

, ' 



I DR. J. H. HESTER DR. J. E. CRADDOCK DR. CHARLES ROSER 

LOUISVILLE EYE, EAR, NOSE & THROAT CLINIC 
-" 

629 South First Street 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

fA 16 -19~,s-: . 



·Feb. lP, 1955. 

; 

tr I;.r . Chn.rlcs I .• Roser, 
J 629 South Fir<t St •. 

Lo lifV~ llc-! 2, K~·. 

Dear DcctOl': 

I h"ve y Ui.' intere tin J.( ttC:i:' of the 1 th "itr the retu 1 of the 
3¢ t 51 cove " 0 I 21ll sure thu.t this cover would fit into your collect" on much 
b ttcr than i.1'l l ';ne but inasmuch "s it \'las prp.'1entml to r.J.e I can hardly sell 
it or roive it f'.lry . I till, ho' evm", see "Ih~t can be done about it by con-:­
sulting tv friend 1ajor Avery of Ithaca., N. Y. "Iho very graciously mc.de a 
present of it to we. 

I .:un enclosine three photo prints th<..l. I made of it" one bein[ a 
tracine til. t I m:lde. Kmd1y ['ccept these \lith my compliments . I font. r!£nts ' 
to 11r. Tracy \:.' SiraT)son ~'.nci P. ve him p€'rrllssion to 1 "0 thp.m in the 3¢ t 51- t 57 
Chronicle if he desired to do so . • 

I note thnt you have a stamplcBs luth .:m apparent date of ~,(Jept . 
1) . I have little 'ioubt t'1p. use was 1~55 because the use of postare "'t<ll'lDS b£'­
cane compuloory as of Jan. 1, 1856. Fe ~arely see a utr-.m!,loss cov rafter 1855. 
As I mentionAd in my letter" this office Wf1~~ not listed in my 1854 list of Post 
Offices, but appeD.. s in ru p.L. & R. of 1[55, '·!hich contained a list of offices 
as of July I , 1855. It did not occur to me to "efer to the Konwiser- Stmnpless 
Catal0eue. I note his listing and tracin.'1 is taken from your cover,. 

I .::un also enclosinc a print of n l¢ 1857 cover of If Shelbyville, Ky. !! 
The cancc.1.c tion ceer.lS to be eit11fT a hen t or an indian hea.d . I nevrr 5;: w tl is 
before but no doubt you are fD.rniliar with it . Hy knollledee of the postal nrk­
iDes of my stnt-e is indeed V('~T meaeer, I regret to state. 

~ Colonel Heymn,n \<fas kind en?u,<n to extend an invit.:ltion to Me to attend 

.. 

a meetine of your local Society this Month but I had to decline because 1 couldn ' t 
spore the tirle ~t present. 

It was nice to learn thnt all goes ,fell with you and I nasue you I 
apprecinted your letter. 

tiith every food l-lish -

Cordially yours, 

, 

, 



GEORGE N. MALPASS 
5401 9th Street, North 

St. Petersburg, Florida 

February 8, 1955 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Enclosed is a cover reputedly from the Crocker 
sale. One of my cartons became lost in movin~ 
down here, including much philatelic literature, 
so I am not in a position to verify this. 

The important thing i~ whether the use is ~enuine. 
I should like to have your opinion as an expert, 
and will be glad to pay the fee. 

It is important to me that I have the answer at 
your earliest convenience, so I shall appreciate 
any It pr i or i tytt a bus y I!1an can give. 

I have not yet thanked you for your Christmas card. 
Have put it off expectin~ that I would write you 
before this. At any rate, I do appreciate your 
thou~ht fulnes s • 

Am working on a paper for the LIKCOLN HERALD, 
published at L.!I"'. U. It will be on the "Anti­
Lincoln tt Patriotics, of which there are but fe". 
I'll be pleased to send you .. copy when it appears. 

With kind regards, and thanks for all past favors, 

I am 

Sincerely, 

G. N. M.~pa •• ~ 
P.S. If the verdict is in the affirmative I 
would appreciate a statement to that effe~t on 

Ys~~~radte hSheot, as I expect to transfer this to 
en w 0 collects B.J. 



Feb. 14, 19'"5. 

1r. George II. lhlpass, 
5401 - 9th t . , Horth, 

St . Petersburc, FIn. 

I a.n enc1os" a photo print tat \TaS sent 
to me by my good fri Dr. o11a.'1d, inquiring if I 
could "~G hi.'l any inforIlUltion on tho ICTge narking 
fI,h"Tt d u!.Jr.. " I infomed hill that I had srcn similar 
itens in t G p:;.st and it uas W inpl"csci n they had 
been applied t the 1 cad Lett r f.fiae ... t Jashington 
for filing purpose!l . I noto t Ii' c cr is ~d reused 
to flFort Ficke ... 11 and r eobcring your interest in th 
Fo't I thou ~t you ht like to set is print hopin 
you n" ht g:vo me S e def" it data on the rnm-l"'inzs 
in ql1estion. It iu r:ry : ec 11 ction they e applied 
in cd. 

\lith nw kindest rc-rards -

Cordi y yours, 

/, 



Feb. 10, 1955. 

Hr. Geore e ' 0 lhlpc>.ss , 
5 ')1 - 9th ('trpd. Jorth, 

f • n~tcr;, urC Fla. 

Herffi ri th the co rc 
for 

as p 3.' yours of the [th. I regret th:'1t I 
cannot 
If p cl.:mce ' . 
nn "teJ'l ouch s 

"be 

t"e i en i r no'~ genuine. 
1 -t .; or, ence 

C9 th t it 
in 
it 
fprings . 

119 post-
~T'l· ~G ,., is' c:.dub:e. t i.nr mor'e • 

• f sud [If" t dr ene' I i:. :U <: tt'cy "ho c d~::::troved . 
nov u "':i..n( .c iter! to a Cf\] 1ectio uhore:my ~ .uo10gy for 

neccsoury. 9trr' l~r 1 t:n it' uc1 0 • ot' i- but r~t· 1 ·'ract" . 

Tho IDC!'10 inzi 10 L only u :;>iecc an nC' HOnd 1"8 if it ua" P<1rt of the 
origin'~l enclosure" SO VC' r often a Ilfa1~e'"'' dert: oyfJ ev:i·1f}llCe t It:' he 010 'IS 

,,,,':11 drunUI e h" t fi'-ed-up f''' \: MC '(> 1 "'veo n f'r.iece . If In t ..; c care 1e ll"'ft 
v :ry 1ittl un th"t, ::"itt~"c p 'Oven notJ ing th"t io at all co~.rillcint"', i.?t r.w 

umble op:inion. 

I doubt i,T('Ty much if t ir cam from the C. ocker Dale - I on t t think 
Cl;'ocker ,muld u",re Oi'mc< s"ch a tdscra 1e t .ing and if he did he should certainly 
have knol'm bcttC'r . 

And one o"'e "lOro. The "Rerru1'lt'iolls" o'''bid recogniti n of 1 alves of 
stumps - damaged stamps - AtC . T'ic or 1~t10n d,tcs b~ck to Ccto~ 0 1~5J , no 
after th<.it ~ute a "bisect" ' ad no standirl{". In ca, 's 11 rr hey eet b- jt was 
ignorance on the pUlt of t 1e )or-t l' clerk. . to cc taG u('u1' 1 ave ~ 've the 
sClJ'le purpot..e pY'ovided t e POf't 1 cle:i"1' let it et b:r • 

If I have been nruch too critical I offer IT\! sincere a.polo;:ics . 

I am a subscribe' to the Lincoln Herald so I will \-mtch for your 
article. 

\-:ith best wishes -

Cordially your~, 

, 



Stanley lqbbrook 
33 Fort ~hOM Ave 
Fort Thon.s , KJ 

De. r Stanle J. , 

COL. L. J . HEYMAN. A. U. S. RETIRED 
A , P , 5 .-5, P. A , ETC , 

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

438 SO. 5TH STREET 

WABASH 9939 

LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY 

l'larcl 5 , 1955 

In an o l e collection, which J jus t bought, I ~ n I.CrOii:' 
the ,nclosed two ~.t(»M.S; one of whj cl I think t1 t ;rOt' V!ouJd lilre to s~e . 

Tle 2i Job look~ to m~ nefinately 1 ke .. fake c .. nceJl .. tio~ 
an d th~ 20¢' stan P ria ;'The; ~_f not it is a honey . 

I 00 not re-clI.ll ever s ... eing tr e HorfolT c .. nc~1J a tion 
looking like this . "'h.t no ;tov think of them? 

Fjth kindest 1"1"'['; rns to :rou nd Mrs . Asbbrook , in which 
Mr~ . Heyman joins. 

Sinc ere IJ you ) 



I 

• 

• 

5th. :I. 1 • 

th ~¢ 
t.. [' t ~ s . 

but. I 
t lis 

1;) Co. Inc., 
5 -h (" ' . 

Lo isville 2 , ICy. 

4.h t 

II on c, t'nc 

r "C 7 1955 • 

T '0 Q.!' lc?~~ in u fc-:' 11)·'C or n in"-' p 
~t ~ut I \ranted to ct thcnc reck to you. 

li~h re .::l.rds -

Cord::i..a11' yours, 

, 



Re' 
Tlle Philatelic Foundation 
Certificate #5460 

10¢ 1847 cover to Toronto 

HUDSON RIVER MAIL Nov. 28, 18/.2 

See Color Slides A37 - 8 to 13 inc . 

P.F. Certificate dated March 7, 1255 read: 

"Very fine copy on cover 
"Hudson River Mail N.Y." 

"Is this stamp used on original cover, 
and genuine in all respects." 

S. B. A.' s report was: 

Very many thanks 
Sincerely 

(signed) Ethel Harper 

If In my opinion this cover is genuine. 
A superb stamp - a rare cover . " 

(signed) Stanley B. Ashbrook 
March 12, 1955 



J) 





!~. Tracy \.:. Si'!lpson, 
66 Alvarado Hoad, 

Berkeley 5, Calii'. 

Deal' Trncy: 

lhrch 16, 1955. 

I have just Jmde an impoltant dincovcry and I can prove it. 
J e - the 3¢ 11151 bisect, vertical half, i1.1uctl""'ted in the Chase 
book of LOiJELL, MASS. TJ'is iter!! is _raudw.ent - Y~s ago, some 
faker, eithG~ eot ho_ d of J~l e old F ("1" 0 .ad a facsimile l': de, 
and turned out t lis 'isect and DJ.SO cne 0 1 Co. 12 1 1651, diaeoml half. 
I had overy cOfl..fidcnce :in this 3¢ anti never doubted it, in r· ct, in 
recent month I offered ~.t to ssyera1 friends, to whom I trill offer 
~ abject po1ogy. 

If you \'lish, TOU can mention thio in your next Chronicle. 

Yes, t:e had a flood from tho river but it was of no in­
convenience to us high up i n tho Kentucky Hills. 

\Uth best l'fishes -

Cordially you~s, 

13.3. I have a pretty mourning cover with a fine copy of the J¢ 1857 
Type I - 47R6. Do you suppose I can get anythi IS like the cata10 e 
for it? 

, 



-
MAURICE C. BLAKE 

1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

llfr. Stanley • Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

.. "'rch 9, 1955 

Your letters of February 9th and 15th were duly 
received and I thank you for the photo of the Brookline cover 
with pair of one cent 1861 tied by encircled PAID accompanying 
concentric postmark of JUL/30, presumably in 1863 or later for 
the two cents local rate. I have a small group of Brookline 
c overs, including one wi th c ircle 30IIlP1. 1',-qOOYI,rn I~\SS. FSB ~ 
in one line with attached IS! outside circle in red on a folded 
letter which records the wreck of the Ship "1.Tudson" en route 
from Calcutta at sea December 18, 1821 and rescue of some of 
the crew by the "Volant" on January 24th, 1832, bringing t 11e 
survivors into Jew York . This "Brookline n')stmark is listed 
in Yonwiser f or 1837 , mine bei~~ five ye~rs earlier. T~e dovble 
red oval rjB 2 in lP47 occurs on stam~less with rlanting red 
PAID and 5 in small oval; on 1)-:::C 9 in lOSl with red grid on 
3t o.b.(Plated by C.C. as 57Rll); the same double ovql in bleck 
D-C 4 in 1858 \:i th unfraMed sl::tnting b12Cv- :?AID on 'O¢' 57, also 
the sa,Me 9f Am 30 (n o year on '3jt ' 51; a feu fa.ncy cancella ti ons 
on 3;1' 61 vI i th cingle rim postmark 3P.,)OKLPG }'rs . black 3~mrn ., but 
not the concentric and encircled PAID of your photo . 

-nclosed are a few rated covers v~i ch need not be 
returned by regif.teremail: (1 -rr-;V ""rORK BR. TR...\'l'TSIT debit 4, 
leaving 6y; to (:.t.Br. in June-July 1374, but in[:ufficient for France; 
(2) 1T.Y . debit 10 in circle "p America" in OVa 1'349 double U.S. 5¢ 
withou t any :H.Y. Br~I'1<t. which is new t') me on a 'l:'reaty cover ; 
(3)from Rotterdam 14 Mar 1852 "par I e ~Iavre" evidently misstruck by 
N.Y. encircled6 and corrected but not crossed out by SHIP 7cts when 
sent on to ondout, Ulster County, ~.Y.; (4) ls.from LiverpoolJOV 4 
1847 IIp Acadia", 1.vhich arrived in "'loston 'l'Jov.20, 1 1347 1I'7ith sixty-four 
passengers", but I did not include the small encircled red? in the 
Boston book, on the theor~ that it mipht have een applied in r.~. on 
l etters not handstamped in 1',oston l/ith a Bo[:ton SHI~ postMark , )erhaps 
an error on my p?rt ? ; (5) a group of four oovers into Boston, two 
rated in blue in..1{ (which some insist was of the N.Y. 1'.0.) triple 58~: 
1844 and double 39t June 1845, with one in black 39t Feb.1845, all three 
without anI Boston handstamp, yet the fourth cover has the blue 39t with 
BOSTON MS,~HIP/~~Y/19 in 1845 in red, so could the blue 39t be Boston ? 
( 6) 3,rt ' 61 from P1:1'..BROKS If,/NOV/13, inland rate to ~astport,He. whence it ' 
went by "Ori V'1 te ship(?, to G~ 1JD ';:AFA J r.R./ TO 16/1862 SIU~ L-'TT.3R 5/tjplT""S 
evidently correctly from U.S. to T.B. for t 0tal of 8¢ inste~d of lOt; 
(7') SAVAJ~:.:'\lI G"SO. 10 in black "<'lag of Truce" to Virginia, "gerhpps an 
adhesive stamp Missing, if there should l-J.e.ve been one on such Cl letter ? 

I trust this if not im?0s ing too meny quections on your 
'~ind consideration. ~ith best regards, 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 



For:m3817 
R.ev.8-53 

~Ogt <!I:)ffice 1Jl)epartment 
Recei ved from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P. O .. Box 31 z:. 
--------------------------33--N.-R,--T~'f)ffi&s-_Ave;. 
:t _________ ____________________ fQ~LT.l:.tQM~_~, __ ..ISX!_ 

~ ~:!!J~~~-~-l~~~~~~-~~~~-~~~lnl;l~~~-----~--~-~~-~~---=-
~ ________________ L_L __ !!:1 .. q_~_Q_n ________ ~_C ___________________________ _ 

I __________ lir.O"QL<...IL~_~ ____ !::I:_~ _______ Jd-a--~.2-----------__ _ 
THIS RECEIPT, WHICH MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL, 

DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 
GPO 16-69310- 1 POSTMASTER 



l·rr. Haurice C. Bl3.ke, 
11 Mason st., 

Brookline 46, Mass . 

l·fa.rch 16, 1955. 

.. Dear lfaurice: 
, 
, Herewith I am returning the various COVErs as per yours of the 9th. 

Comment follows: 

No.1. Debit to G. B. of 4¢. This was prior to the U. S.-French Treaty. 
I am a bit hazy about - unnaid - Br. Transit - 4¢ debit, but I think you will 
find the explanation in the U. S. British Treaty. Was there some penalty because 
of unpaid? 

No, 2 . It is unusual but the Neu York P. O. did this at t:imee all thru 
the 1850 ' s. 

No.3. The encircled "6" should have been crossed out . The P. O. clerk 
at first thought this ''las addressed to Nml York City as you stated. 

No . 4.. I agree that t'is arrived in Boston but I am not sure that I 
ever sau this small encircled "7" before. As you are aware Cunard service to New 
York did not commence until December 1847. 

No. 5. Blue ink. It sure looks like New York but I don It know the 
answer, unless this was sealed mail sent on to NCl'l York and rated there instead 

• of at Boston. 

1 No. 6 . I fear that you are in a better location to solve this problem 
than I am. It seems to me that your solution is very logical . The 3¢ paid the 
U. S. posta, e to Eastport , but "muld t le U. S. hand such a letter to a private ship 
for tranSF'1ission? It appears that "5 cents" wa~ collected from the addressee. 
This was 1862. Sort of a "Paid to the lines" but no such arrangement existed so 
late as l~as far as I am aware. 

I'Jo . 7. This is addressed to Har:i isonburg, Va . This town is in the western 
part of the state, northeast of Staunton, in rockingham County. One vrom ers if this 
letter origincted at Savannah and if so was Harrisonburg in Federal hands at the til e 
of mailing? Confederate mail could not be forwarded without payment of postage. un­
less from a member of the armed forces, in which event the letter had to be signed 
by an officer. It does appear t hat a stamp ''Ic'lS removed. There is no Federal postmar~ 
or evidence this letter was ever handled by Federal authorities . If it had a Confed­
erate stamp wr,y the "10~" This type of Savannah postmark was used uring the war and 
for r~ years previous . Will you please send this cover back to me as I wo,ld like 
to show it to Shenfield and HacBride. 

\'lith best wishes -
Cordially yours, 

, 



... 

>. . ~ 

.. . 
• 

llI' . I-hurice C. Blake, 
II lason St., 

Brookline 46, l-1as s . 

Dear Haurice: 

Uarch 16, 1955. 

Yours of the 9th with enclosures came safe to 
hand. I also received yOUl' penned note of the same 

• date. I am wondering if you unintentionally enclosed 
the Brookline covel8? If so, I am returnin ... t hem here­
with. 

I am also returnin the photo print because I 
intended that you should have this . 

You inquired if you enclosed a memorandum. 
The answer is no. 

Hy kindest rega.rds. 

Cordially yours , 

, 



• 

SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C . S . A. 

MEMBER : A . S . D . A . 
A . ... S . 
S . P . A . 
COLLECTORS 

CLUB OF 
NEW YORK 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 

Box-3I-

Fort Thomas-Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

* 
BOX 573 GRIFFIN. GEORG I A 

3/14/ 55, 

Here is an original bunch of covers, not previously in 

Philatelic hands, that I want to have you analyze for me. I send the entire :>t: 
obvious 

lot, because one of t he/covers may have a bearing in considering the others. 

First of all, I figure the 2¢- Chattanooga Provisional 

used as a. dron letter, lil5ted in Dietz 1945 Catalogue on orange paper only. 
are 

Then there/t wo Chattanooga fancy envelopes, Oct.I3- and 

Sept.-I-. Hand Stamps not listed like these, either pre war or Confederates. 

And some other interesting covers, some of ~hich sure got 

fOr?rarded around. 
Sincerely, 

Raynor fhbbell 

RH:grh 



~~8~~i7 MAR 1 7 1955 
tlo~t <!&ffitt 11Btpartmtnt 

Received from: 5TAI"LEY 8 ASHBROOK 
I P. O. Bo)( 31 

---------------------------- 5--~-i't-'flTom -AVfI;,-

~.-----------------------------'Ojn -:1HOMAS~--KY~--

~J ~~~~~_;~;~11~1~b~~tL::~_~~ ________________ ~_~ __ _ 
q~~t!;i~~~;~~~!*i~~~,:~~~;~;~:;;;;~~~~;;,: 

DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION _ • 
"po 16----119310-1 POSTMASTER. 



-, 

l·fT . naynoi~ Hubbell., 
Box 573) 

Griffi.n, Ga. 

Denr Reynor: 

Marc 1 17, 1955. 

Herel,!ith the 14 cov'" s as p~r yours of the 
14th. I h~ve pu.t l10tat lons 011 thpJ!!. I do not 
thin'l{ L1Uch of the Chattanooga Paid 2 . In opinion, 
eyen if a C. S • • , it is D. "R. S .. . 11 and of course 
every color vf an envelope cannot e li.st • 

r!o fee 

cgards. 

Yours etc." 

f 

. .... !' 



FOr:m3817 
Rev .8-53 

t}O.5t ®ffict j'Bepartment 
Received from: STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P. O. Box 31 
--------- -------------------33"-N~-rr;_ThurnlJr-AvB:; 

--------------------- ---------$m.:r--T~AS,..-K.'{.--

One piece of ordinary mail addressed I l-....:...~~~ __ 

to _PflCAi __ P_fj2rLviop_b.e.~ _________ 2_. _______ ~ ______ _ 

----t!.-~---'jJ.L~----~-'{-~--------M------------------------------------
--THis~l-E~T~-f:;C-tJA~lucto-fOR~~~~iBND-INTE-RNATIO-NALMAIL:-

DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 
GPO 16-Bg31G-l POSTMASTER. 



rP auf rP. C!h'tij,tophe't 
.A 

Mr. Sranley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

March 14, 1955 

Enclosed is a l¢ 1857, Type IV recently acquired whibh I 
believe to be position 7RIL. 

I would greatly appreciate your examlnlng this stamp and 
if it is 7RIL, I would appreciate your signing the back to 
that affect. 

Please advise your fee and I shall remit promptly. I am 
enclosing a stamped reply envelope for your convenience in 
replying. 

With kind regards, 

~~~ 
encl 



£ rPau[ rP. Ch7-i~toph£7-
42 'Yale. c:/f1Je.nue. lWake.(ie.ld, d1!IaH. 

Mar 20, 1955 

DearMr. Ashbrook, 

My thanks for yours of the 17th returning 
my l¢ 1857 which you signed as being Position 7R1L 
a.s requested. 

S.P.A. 

My check for $2.50 is enclosed to cover your 
fee. 

~f~.,r~fi 
~paUl P. c~ 



t-1arch 17 ~ 1955 • 

• f.r . P(lul P. Chris ,op. r, . 
h2 Y e f.ve ., 

\'lakcfie1d, laSS . 

Dear ... ir. Chrirtoph r: 

Herewith tel) 1857 a per yours of the 
14th. You are quit, CoI'l'~ct, this is Type IV, 
Plate position 1E.!!: nc! 'ncident1l1,y uite an un­
usu' ly nice copy. I have 8i ed it. on tl e back. 

2. 50 

• ''). .1 

, 

f~ ... t • 
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Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ The BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E,tabli,hed 1936 

PHONE -

Mr. stanley Ashbrook 
CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

March 19, 1955 

We surely would appreciate your opinion on the enclosed 
lO¢ 18~7 because of the accompanying letter which is 
self-explanatory. 

Kind regards from Warren and myself. 

Sincerely, 

& 
.Lee Chadw ck 

LC:ta 



, 

\ ' 

Hr. Lee Chadwick, 
% .{i r::' She'*- ~:,olf'3:'tlge" 

~470 Blue Ash Road, 
R()3s:.noT-l~, Ohio . 

Dear Lee: 

March 21, 1955. 

H :cewit~1 the lO¢ 1847 as per yours of the 19th. !Jote 
ll\Y diagram her 'Tith . There ls some sort of a defect tbru the 
"011 ani in 'he !lU. ' Put a glass onl:ihese t~'lO 3pOtS an you 
will see what I mean . 'vhether Gila former is a clm ed tear or 
a defect in impression is hard to state without renoving"the 
gum from tl t back and makil"..g tl more thorou~h exa",ination. Th re 
is also a !foc.Ufftl in t.h " b ck of :'iashington1s head, and in the 
bottom margin is some ",hite "'-nbsti'n.ce that 10o~'3 lil{e "cemont, t1 

the Id.nc tha.t. the rape.it beys tee. T i pa.p~r· was origi: lly 
"b1uiDh ll but ue to exposure i-~ has ~1 .~ cl1oci. out a gr y 1'J'hite. 
The fact i:.h~t it wr. hite ce,n b i lcntifi d by t he sw:.ll '-'lue 
speckD of dye used in blum!: the pap l' Pl.Up. 

Hy fcc for the .bove in ~3 . 50 . 

If yOU!' friend r"turns the copy llu:ybe I cou~d pla e it 
"lith a friend of nine Vlho i.s reG HlBtl:'nct::lle tho 1'1 te end dOCD 
nOL requi1~c GUp. :rb 0:" fine copias . 

l>lith best T1iohes -co \farr 311 Ull i you, 

CO'T',iiall.v yours , 



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ Th. BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E.tabli.h.d 1936 

PHONE -
C INCINN A TI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

March 23, 1955 

Many thanks for your letter of March 21st, your opinion 
on the SC#2 and retum of the item. We are referring the 
matter to the owner and if he is agreeable will send the 
item to you for your client's offer. 

Enclosed is our check in amount of $5.50, the extra $2.00 
to cover your postage and out-of-pocket costs in handling 
the other recent lots you were ,kind enough to go over for; 
us. 

The best from Warren and myself to you. 

Sincerely, 

k-
Lee Chadwick 

LC:ta 





GEORGE W. LINN 
PRESIDENT 

CARL P. RUETH 
VICE PRES. AND 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

GEORGE W. 

11:::1 . :;:;;:::::;:::::;;::::;;;:::::::::::::::::::: ::33:::;;:;: :::::: : : 
PUBLISHERS OF 

ll·NN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS 

LINN 
INCORPORATED 

COMPANY 
LEWIS F. TURLEY 

SECRETARY~TREASURER 

AOVERTISING MANAGER 

:3: :::;: Sir::::::: :;; 
PRODUCERS OF 

LIN N PHI tA TEL I CPR 0 0 U G T S 

OFFICE OF 

GEORGE W. LINN PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY: HOWEY-IN-THE-HILLS 

FLORIDA EDITOR 

March 19, 1955 
Dear Stanley:-

I have picked up a cover which I think you would like to see. I 
take it that this is a cover wi th a lc stamp used for "itIAY" as explained 
on page 54 of Volume 2 of your book. 

Since it is so unusual with a 3c 1861 along with a lc of 1851 
it is perhaps something that you may not have eean begore. 

Cordially, 
~) jJl~~ 

LL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPOR ATION NO NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 

, 



Form. 3817 
Rev. 8-53 

lB ost ®ffite jlQ epartment 
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• O. Box 31 
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Mr. George W. Linn, 
HO! IEY- IN-THE-HILLS, 

Florida. 

Dear George: 

March 22, 1955. 

Thanks very uch for your kindness in sending me the enclos ed 
cover. It is indeed quite interestmg. It is not a Ill-ray" but a "Carrier" -
thnt is, the writer put on a l¢ stal.l}) so she could drop t _ e letter in a 
lrunp-post box. The l¢ stamp was of coursc not legll but evidently the 
post office clerks thought it was caGier to let the letter tIo thru "as is" 
rather than to try and collect the l¢ . You see this l¢ was a IICarrier fee II 
and as such the l¢ could not be sent as a postage due. There was no indica­
tion as to who mailed the letter so t he IIRegulationsll provided in a case such 
as this, for the Ne1 .. 1 York Office to notify the addressee that they _"ere hold­
ing a lett€nmich had been dropped in a IIlamp-post box" with an illegal l¢ 
stD.mp and if the addressee liould for.-mrd l¢, the l etter would be forwarded, 
othen-lise it would be sent to the Dead Letter Office. In ,,,hich caf'c , it would 
have been opened and returned to the writer with 4¢ due. Hhy II julie" put an 
old l¢ stamp on this letter is a ~stery but feooles, at times, do ptrong 
thinrs, trusting to luck that they ,'lill get by. That certainly happened in 
this care and there is little doubt that the clerk in the N. Y. P. O. thoueht the 
ea'-iest ';lay tillS to ignore the demonetized stamp nnd permit the darn thi 7 to 
go thru to the Reverend Gentfueman. 

So IlUllV covers lave interestinc stories to tell vi} en one can read their 
language. Stamps are nice to collect but covers arc an entirely different avoca­
tion. 

Nice to hear from you and again thanks. 

COl" dially yours, 

P. S.-I left the pencil marks on the Coycr. You can erase if you wish. They 
nre all important to the story of the cover. 

S. B. A. 



J 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

karch 21, 1955. .., 
Birmineham,5 ,Alabam~ . 

I hate to bother you when I know you are so busy with the 
lIXlI collection but these two stamps were sent me on approval by my old 
friend, Theodore Reinhardt,formerly of Chicago and now Los Angeles . I 
have as you may recall from time to time obtained some nice things from 
him. I have found him always honest and Ezra Has also and speaks well 
of him. 

We have passed this 5¢ brick red back and forth. I thought it 
had a thin spot or a closed tear at the top but he doesn't think so. What 

do you think? But what is more important what do you think of the red PAID 
in circle. Is that a cancel that could rightly appear on this issue? Does 
it look like a good cancel? He asks $62 .50 for it. Of course the center­
ing for this stamp is near superb and if the cancel is good and there is 
no closed tear or yhin at the top, the price is very low. 

Also he sent me this 24¢ 1861 listing it as a #70. Do you 
think it the true red lilac? And what do you think of the red type "A" 
S •. di . cancel? He asks ,;p25 . 00 for this one. 

Enclosed 
#27 @ qp62 .50 
#70 @ 25.00 

$~ 

Sincerely, 

'-~ '.r-~ 
~ 

, 



, , 

MARCH 23, 1955 • .. , 

MR. D'M=:RSON C. KRUG, 
3008 - ~3TH AVE., SOUTH, 

B I R.J. I ,~GHAM, ALA. 

DEAR EM: 

I THOU GHT THAT YOU WOULD LI KE TO SEE THESE T'¥vO B I SECTS. THE 
31 WAS PURCHASED FROt.!. BRUCE DANIELS AS GE UI'lJE. ,IOULD YOU BELIEVE THAT HE 
REFIJSES TO REFUW THE PURCHASE PRICE? I AIv. I'~STRUCTI~G HIM TO PEVOVE ~Y 
NAME FROM HIS I AILllJG LIST tJJD TO \EVER CO~~UNICATE v\ITH 'E IN TH::: FUTURE. 
HE HAD NO EXCUSE IN THE ~ORLD TO REFUSE A REFUND ON THE FAKE 3¢ BISECT. 
IF EVt:RY HONEST COLlECTOf.- \,nULD HAVE ~C' DEALI NGS \'11TH SUCH CYPS THEY COULD 
NOT UO 3USINESS. I JrJTE~D TO WAR! EV-~YC"JE I K~JOW TO 8E C~! THE GUAPD AGAI ST 
THIS LOUSE. 

YOUR REGISTERED OF THE 2ILST CM·'E THIS A.~,'. ~.I TH THE TWO STAMPS 
vH ICH I At RETUR.JING HEREVd TH. 

51t ll857 \';ITH REO E~J CIRCLED ~AID. -; 00 ~JOT THI NK THIS IS A GOOD 
EXA~!.PLE OF THE BRICK. fSCT IS, IT IS A SORT OF CROSS BEi\AJEEN A RED BROWN AND A 
BRICK, SORT OF A NEAR BRICK, SN~E 'IS A fJEAR PPJK \,fIlCH IS AS YOU K'JOW, A CROSS 
BET\,EEN A ROSE AND A PI JK. I PUT IT I ~J TETRO OUT FA I LED TO ,~OTE A CLOSED TEAR. 
I 'liON OCR I F THE S. w. CmmeR PERF I S WEAK? TH I S COpy LOOKS Vi ASHED OUT AND THAT 
COULD BE D~E TO A CLEAJI ,~G. BOSTON A'JD PROVIDE'JCE USED THIS TYPE OF CANCEL BUT 
NOT I N Tf-lIS COLOR. BOTH \.ERE RED - r·;ORE or A VER'., ILLlOJ. TO SUM UP I Do!~'T LIKE 
THE COLOR OF TYIS STAf,11P AND I DOi~'T THI Nt< ANYONE COULD GUARA~TEE THE CA,JCEL IS 
GENUI NE. IT IS POSs', BLE A PHOTOGRAPH BY ULTRA-VI OLET ~nGHT SHmv WHETHER IT HAD 
BEEN CLEANED. 

I AM ENCLOSING A COVER FROM THE "'-m. X" COLLECTION. THIS HAS A 
PA l R OF BRICK RED, THE CORRt::CT SHADE. CO~PARE YOUR S I!~GLE VdTH TH IS PA I R A '~ D 
SEE IF YOU 00 JOT THI NK THE SI~GLE LOO:<S WORE LIKE THE REO BRO'v,. THAN THE BR ICK. 
I ~CIDENTALLY THIS IS A VERY RARE COVER - THE LO¢ RATE TO CALIFORNIA PAID BY A 
PAIR OF THE 5¢ 1857 AND THAT PAIR BEI~G THE BRICK RED COLOR. THIS IS 

COV~R # 1 13-QRICE $250.00 

IT IS FROM WAY UP IN rJ AINE - FRor.: EASTPORT A\lD I JUDGE THE USE ~vAS SEP 6 1859. 
THE YEAR l858 WOULD BE TOO EARLY FOR TH IS COLOR, THAT IS, SEP 6TH 1858. NOTE THE 
ADDRESS - JUST TO SONORA COUNTY. NO ~vOI~DER IT \~AS ADV:.RTI SED. rJOTE THE CHARGE 
'·~DVERTI SED LIt (1 ¢) • TH I S COVER ISS I GN EO BY ~E ON THE I \JS I DE FLAP. 

247 1861 - YES, THIS IS A SHADE OF THE ho, BUT ~fHO CAN SAY THIS IS 
A GE~JUINE STRIKE OF THE S.ll. CAJCEL? I SURE ~;O'tLD NOT PAY $25. 00 FOR THIS COPY, 

f NOR EVE,~ HALF THAT SUM. ~"HEN I BUY A STAr, P FOR THE CAJCEL I ,"AI~T IT PLAI ·~ NOT 
FADED OUT. PLA I J ENOUGH TO GET SO~,E I eEA AS TO WHETHER I TIS GOOD OR BAD. 

\',E HAD A TERRIFIC STORM HERE, AL90ST A TOR:J ADO EARLY TUESDAY MORNI·JG. 
LUCKILY NO DAMAGE TO OUR PLACE BUT THE WI:;JD ACTUALLY ROCKED THIS HOUSE A'JD THERE 
~ AS CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE OUT HERE. 

1ft ITH REGARDS - CORDIALLY YOURS, 

ENCLOSED 

, 



)\.:Jil.;&. 
~.:Jil.?-. 
QI.QI.;N.l)!. 

31ark 1£. .tIulrliwurtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~~acon j5\tre~t 

~05trlU 16, 2ffi{a5sadlusetts 

QI.~.?-. . 
!'-.')R.!'-. 

~.;N.,i\.:Jil.~. 

l .. arch 15, 1955 

I' lr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

I certainly did enjoy seeing and talking with you and ~ rs. 
Ashbrook when you were in Boston last week and am only sorry 
that it was not possible to spend more time with~~.I presume 
that on your return from New Hampshire you probably called while 
I was out. Very sorry I missed you then. I did not feel that 
it was appropriate for me to inquire as to the nature of your 
business in New' Hampshire and shall look forward with interest 
to your explanation when you are in a position to send same. 

I appreciate very much your signing the back of the #29 
cover as you did and enclose my check for $3.86 to cover your fee • . 

Is the Livingston, Alabama cover still available ? If so, 
is there any chance that the price might become somewhat more 
reasonable if a buyer does not turn up in the near future? Do 
you have any other Confederate Provisional covers that you can 
send along for my inspection? I am especially interested in them 
at present. 

With kind regards, 

C:;." )...t\ 
J~ / .. olesworth 



Uarch 17~ 1955 . 

Hr. Jack E. !olemrorth" 
102 Bea.con St . , 

BO'iton 16:. rass . 

Dear Jacl:: 

ne - yours of the 15th 'ith the 10¢ 1857, 
R. S. of 4. :Ie I h :ve only c[..-5ually examined this, 

d am not sur , it looks liko a paint job. Did you 
ever subrll.-'t:. t.hi'" to i3hilip Rust? If 60, rJw did he 
return it? Did h exyrcss c.ny opinion as to ,hethel' 
it \'I eood or bad? I will not go ahc;:J. anj 'c..ke an 
ex:am:im:.tion until I h ar fI' m you becau e to come to 
a def·- .ita opinion I \oTould have to cnnree y u at 
least 10. 00 as I would hnve to . ke photo~~ph5~ etc. 

ihanks v~ry 'ch for your chec' for. 3 . 86. 

re - the Livineston COVM" . I sold it the 
latter i).:l!t of Jan "ry \>,rit lout Cl.ny tr ublc ".1ha'Gsoever 
as well as the oth Coofed. p. l". P.1 S that I had. At 
present I haV09n ' t a th:ing that len off r you. 

\-lith reg"rds -

Sincerely yours; 



J 

J.hrch lS, 1955. 

1-11'. Philip G. Rust, 
Soute 5, 

ThOIllasville, Ga. 

Dear Phil: 

Herc is a strip of fou. oi' .. he 10¢ 
came to me yesterday fron J.1oles\rorth priced 
Supposed to pe 

63 - g, - 22. - 66Ll 

18;J7 thnt 
:.250. 00 .. 

I only elanced at it but urot,e him tlwt th~ recuts 
looked queer to me. no dou~/.:. hc sent thi5 item to you 
but just in case he didn ' t I an rendin~ it d m t.o you. 
The recuts look phoney to me, the l' es look much too 
thick and don ' t look like they l1ere engraved. :it this 
is a fake, then surely these paint jobs a.re of recent 
vi.'i.tage as too nany ~ec.I:l to be turning up. I clliy Gla~ccd 
at this casually, but those top "recuts ll looked like they 
\-;ere put on 1-1ith a ",mite wash brushll (iua. ?OM SmlYer) . 

\ ith best €te., 

Cordially yours , 



,A-~-~­
~-~-6\­
<!I- <!I-~-1!l-

Ivlr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

3Jurk 12. :tIulr!iwurtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~.earon ffi$ir.e.ei 

~oston 16, ~assaclrus.et±s 
March 22, 1955 

<!I_~_!,- _ 

!'--~-!'- ­
~L~_,A-l\i-~-

Repl ying to your note of Marcl-) 17th regarding the 10¢ 1857 strip, I sent 
it to Rust about seveb or eight months ago and he returned it not because of any 
doubt of its authenticity, but because he felt it had been immersed in some chemi­
cal solution in order to remove some discoloration from the paper, etc.. I found 
in his file his exact comments on a small slip of paper which I am enclosing for 
you to peruse, but would appreciate your returning with you reply. Actually, I 
personally felt there was no validity whatsoever in his comments as the strip in 
my opinion is obviously somewhat aged but certainly has not been tampered with in 
the manner which he suggested or the aging and brown stains would have been com­
pletely removed and the paper would be white rather than dark as it now is. I am 
sure he had no doubt about the authenticity of the strip at the time or he would 
certainly have mentioned it as he is always quite outspoken. I frankly l-)ave never 
had a great deal of respect for his philatelic knowledge and he seems to have moods 
where at times he feels everything submitted is reperfed and at other times every­
thing submitted is regummed, etc., very little which l-)as any actual factual founda­
tion. I believe it is a case where a little knowledge is dangerous and if he had 
more he would not question nine out of ten items tl-)at he has in the past. 

Anyway, if the strip is a paint job, I certainly want to know about it, 
though trust you will understand that I would be reluctant to spend $10 to have you 
check it and find that it is genuine as I considered it to be prior to your evidenc­
ing suspicion of all such items. If it should turn out to be bad, I would consider 
the $10 well spent and believe I could recoop it from my source on the item. Use 
your own judgment. Is it not possible to plate the stamp and determine if it is 
genuine by tl-)at manner without making extensive photos? 

Glad to hear that you sold the Livingston cover and the other Confederate 
Provisionals you had. I would be interested in any you get at any time. In that 
regard, I have quite a few in stock myself that my customers have seen and wonder 
if your buyer on those you had might possibly be a good prospect for some of mine? 
If so, I would be pleased to send some al-ong for your inspection. I have several 
that are rather scarce in the $200 to $650 each class. 

Enclosed is a 5¢ 1856 imperf which I defini tel y consider to be the "Henna 
brown", but I just received it back from Mr. r"cInroy in Seattle who after comparing 
it with his Ridgeway color charts concludes that it is not this shade variety. Un­
fortunately, I do not have the Ridgeway book and have been attempting to secure one 
for sometime. However, I am wondering if any copy of "this stamp would ever matc~ 
that Ridgeway color exactly and would appreciate your comn1ents on the enclosed. 

Ja.jpww 
Enclosures 

Wi~ regards, 

Jay. :'::Srth 
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MR. J ACK E. MOLES~iORTH, 
102 BEACON STREET, 

BOSTON I 6, MASS. 

DE AR JACK: 

MARCH 24, 19 55. 

I AM I N RECE I PT OF YOUR'"' OF THE 22ND , WITH THE MEMO FROM P. R. 
\vH ICH I RETURN HEREVi ITH. I IOTE THAT HE SEEMED TO THI ~ '< SO·'ETHI NG HAD 8EEIIJ 
DONE TO TH IS STRI P BJT HE FAI LED TO ST ATE WHETHER OR ~OT HE THOIJGHT T HE RECUTS 
,ERE GE~UI NE 0R PAI ~ITED . I HAVE NO DESIRE TO ~J TcR INTO ANY ARGU~E~T WITH 
HIM OR AJ YONE ELSE. I BELI [ VE MR . R. HAS ALL SORTS OF EQtl IP~E\JT FOR DETECTI NG 
REPA I RED IATER I AL AND IN ADD ITI ON HE I S A GRAD'JAT::: CHEMIST . I TH:::REFORE 
H[S I TATE TO '{UEST ION CERTA I f4 OP I N IONS THAT HE I ' IGHT GI VE. HE HAS A RE~O"JSTRUCT-

ED PLATE OF THE l Oti PLATE WE AND A B I ~ ACC'Y~LAT ION ()F DUPLICATE MAT ER I AL FO R 
COWPARISON PURPOSES. I HAVE JOT. IF HE STATES A~ ITEV CO. ES FRO~,' CERTAI N POS I ­
TIONS ON T HE PLATE, I CA,JNOT DISPUTE HI S ~IOR D AS I NO LOt-JGER POSSE~S r 'Y ORIGI JAL 
REC ONSTRUCT I ON , W R DO I POSSESS ALL MY NOTES. THESE .ENT ITH A .• "( PLAT:: JHEN I 
SOLD IT TO NEI NKEN SOM:: YE ARS AGO. 

. SOWE EXTRE~~ELY CLEVER FAKED TYPE I V STA~ PS HA VE BEEN SHQIt. I NG UP, 
AND BEC AUSE I HAVE \j IT THE EQI JI PUENT OR A REC ONSTRUCTED PLATE, I I 'H E,\j 0 TO HENCE­
FORTH REFUSE TO PASS ON 10¢ TYPE I V STA .1PS IJ'~LESS I AM ABSOLUTELY SURE I A~ RI GHT. 
EARLY I MPRESS IONS OF ~ IOST OF THE EIGHT TYPE IV STAVtPS HAVE PLATI NG t~A RKS THAT 
IDEtJTIFY THE PARTICULAR POSITION. I CAN EAS I LY IDE'JTIFY SUCH COPIES. ON BADLY 
\, ORN SPECI MENS ~J HERETHE PLATI NG M\ R'<S I1A VE DISAPPEARED, I HAVE NO \JAYTO BE AB-
SOLUTELY SURE. YOUR STRIP IS IN THIS CLASS. IT ~ AY BE GEIW I .~ E BUT TO BE QUITE 
FRANK IT HAS A SUSPICIOUS APPEAR ANCE. THE RECUT LI NES LOOK { IDE, TH I CK AND HEAVY. 
EARLY H.'PRESSlo r.JS FRO M THE PLATE DO NOT SHOV SUCH THICK LI flE S, I ,'JD ICATI 14G THAT THE 
LI NBS ~vERE NOT RECUT DEEP I NTO TH E SURFACE OF THE PLATE. PERFORATED STAMPS COME 
FROM A V~ORN STATE OF THE PLATE AND THE QUESTI ON ARISES, wHY SHOULD THE RECUT LI NES 
APPEAR HEAVIER. I MI GHT BE ABLE TO ARRIVE AT A DEFI NITE DECISION BY MAKI NG EN-
LARGED PHOTOS BY ULTRA-VIOLE"i BUT I CANNOT PROMISE A THI NG ALONG THAT LI ~J E. I AM 
THEREFORE RETURi~ ING THE STRI P TO YOU AND RESPECTFULLY DECLI NE TO EXPRE::,S A DE-
FI NITE OPI JION. IF I GAVE ONE ON THI S STRIP I ~J OULO BE I NDULGI I\lG 1f\J SOME GUESS-
~vORK AND OF COURSE ANYONE CAN GIVE SIJCH AN EXPRESS ION. 

I ALSO RETURN THE 51/ 1856. YOU SEEM T O TH I 14K TH IS IS A HENNA BRm N. 
UNDER THE 51,!' IMPERFORATE NO SUCH A COLOR I S LI STED. LUFF LISTS "C ARM I JE BRm# , ~ " 
FOR BOTH THE I MPt:RF AND PERF. I HAVE ~JO N DERED IF THIS IS ~'HAT ~~E FORMERLY CALLED 
"I NDIA N RED," NO~' "HENN A BRO'iiN ." AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS A~i A REt THE HENN A FOLLO~vED 
THE RED BRmt'N , AN D /v,y EARll EST RECORD OF A HE m A IS I N MARCH 31 OF 1858. I'N 
EARLIEST RED BRDVIN PERF IS AUG. 28 , 1857. ASSU MI NG MY RECORDS ARE CORRECT, HO'i. 
CA,'J YOU RECONCILE AN I MPERF HE m A'? I N SHORT, 1 00 NOT CO NSIDER TH AT YOUR STAt.:? IS 
THE HENNA SHADE ElJT IS I N FACT A REO BRO\.N . THERE IS NO DOUBT BUT \ HAT THE 5¢ 1856 
VARIES I N COLOR BUT I NEVER SAv, AN IMPERF STM..:P TH AT MATCHED THE hEAL "HENN A. 1t IF 
YOU ARE NOT SATISFIED, I SUGGEST THAT YOll DOTHIS,OBTAI N A ~HE\jN A - ONE YOU ARE 
SURE IS THE HE JrJA AND LAY YOUR COPY ALONGSIDE OF IT FOR COMPARISO N. IF YOU ARE ~JOT 
THOROUGHLY SAT I SF I ED THEN SErJO BOTH TO ME AN 0 I Vi ILL PHOTOGRA PH THEM S I DE-BY-S I DE 
IN COLOR. FAIR ENOUGH? 

THE LAST RIDG'v'l AY I HAO I SOLD $50.00. THIS WAS ABOUT A YEAR AGO. 



1f2 MR . JACK E. ~ OLESv. ORTH, MA RCH 24, 1955. 

RE - CON FED PROVISIONALS. SEND ME A LIST OF THOSE THAT YOU HAVE 
AND I WILL LET YOU {NOY'i IF I CA~ PLACE A Y OF THEM, I ~CLU(jE LOw.EST NET PRICES 
TO ME. 

THA lKS FOR YOUR cm. : E '~T ON B.D. ILL ~EEP IT STRICTLY CONFI-
DENTIAL. MORE ON TH IS CHAP LAT ~R . 

REGARDS. 

YOURS ETC., 

, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbr~o~ 
Fort Thomas ,Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

February 10,1955 

In ~une,I951 I sent a stamp to you 
for identification and you informed me tt was a I¢ 185? 
typeIII, 99R2. At that time you asked if I wish to sell 
but I wanted to keep it for a while. If you are still interested, 
I have had muc;h p].easure frO'ID this stamp and am willing to sell. 
I was going to advertise in the stamp magazines but my 
wife suggested that I write to you first. I am asking 
$650.00 for this stamp. I do not nave the new catalogue 
yet but this stamp was listed at $800.00 two years ~go. 
Perhaps I should have asked more but I have haa much 
pleasure from this item and would like to pass it on. 
If you. c'ould get mOlre that wi 11 be al JL right wi th 
me. If you are not interested at all please let me 
know so that I can advertise it. 

Respectfully yours, 

p~ 
!au} Graber 
Navarre, R. D. 3 
Ohio 

, 
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ir. Pllul Graber, 
R. D. 3, 
Na.varre, 0hio. 

DE'er I!r . Grnber: 

Feb. 14, 1955. 

Th.:l.nks very nuch for your ldnd letter of the 
10th. I recrct to state tl £..t I 10uld not be inte~ e~ted in 
purchasi 19 your 1¢1857 - .2 at .650. 00. The Gt' • shrnJO 
the perfoHl.tionl3 cuttin.: th riBht side v ry 1::oc..cUy -
also cut ting ° to tho bott of the cta'"1p. If you 11 uld 
cn.re to put a price en it t ~t i3 . n line llith its condi­
:(:,ion, it is bnrely posnible I nir.ht be ble to p1 ~ce it 
fer yeu. ' 

It is \ ell to bear in mO 

ti .... t colll?ctors U 0 

love as much as 650 to put into a ~taop don ' t ny'such 
sums for do.mnced copies ~nd a b dly peo'foTnted stamp is 
ccrtainJy a daDa. cd copy. 

Very truly Y ill'S I 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Pox 31 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fer t Tnomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

The Shalimar 
Leesburg, Ff?rida 

29 Iviarch, 1955 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 
25th returnin~ the Columbian stawps along with your 
repcr t. Your examim tion was indeed thorough and 
the information is of genuine value to me - I am. 
happy to enclose my check to cover your fee. 

It was also a pleasure to have the letter 
addressed to you by your Canadian friend, Mr. Halliday. 
The excellent resume which he has mde concerning the 
Hudson's Bay Company and the Express Service certain­
ly enhances the value of the Oregon Mission material 
which I have - at least in my own estimate. 

The correspondence has been copied and the 
originals are returned to you herev;.rith. I appreciate 
ycur thoughtfulness. 

It has occured to me that I might impose upon 
you somewhat additionally. The Montreal postmark has 
worried me and I would really like to rpturn the photo 
copy which you made fa- me with the redrawing of the 
Wilbraham and Lachine handstamps and ask that you re­
draw the Uontreal mark on the photo copy for use in my 
collection. The HBO cover would of course be sent 
along. 

And while on the na tter there is a little 
Indian story written on an old letter sheet with a 
US #1 which I wish to work into a snort article one of 
these days, and a photo reproduction of a portion of 
it might add interest as an illustration. It would be 
just a normal black and white job which I could have 
done locally but am always h~sitant about permitting 
such rraterial in the hands of individuals unacquainted 
with philatelic values If your time is available 
perhaps you could undertake this task also. 

t~t§:;C!~. 
D. 1fT. Garber. 

, 



Hr. D. 'i. Garber,; 
The Shalimar, 

Leesburg" Fla. 

D "r Jr. Grobe : 

April 3" 1955. 

I ~ve your t 10 lett '0 of t 1e 25th 29th 
a!'ld \'rish to t ~ you 1'01' c'lGck for 7.00. 

lilian I rot yeu in Febr'~r I not ~~e 
uhether you lere in Flori a so sent -the lett to ur 
6hio add ·ss. 

Re~ardi '1' the lkntr aJ. oc;tmru. ... ~ on cur cover. 
I h ... ve just. been studying a :;,·int of y~ur cover and the 
postonrk is so faint thc:~ e is a q e5'~ion in I:1~_n if' I 
could trace it in on - print llith sufficient accuracy. 
I really doubt if I co' ld . 

Re - the other cover th~t, you muld 1:11-:e to 
have plioto~r<.lphcd, I \'lill be lad to "'ke it far you but 
I su_gest tlmt you 1r.:Lit a f '1' celes as I rntJ.Y lea.ve an a 
business trip next t:eekcnd th t might keep e away until 
oroun1 t e 20th. of l.pI'il. 

. fith dndest rezards -

Cordially yours , 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thow s Avenue 
Fort Thomhs, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

The Shalinmr 
Leesburg, Florida 

16 March, 1955 

Am I correct in understanding that you are in 
a position to pass upon individual U.S. stamps - con­
cerning their condition, etc.? 

I am enclosing individual copies of the three 
and four dollar Columbian issue and would appreciate 
your judgement concerning them. 

For instance do they have original gum? 

Specifically the three dollar stamp - On the 
face are noted minute gum particles which suggest the 
possibility of regum~ing. And it may have been cleaned. 
In other words a lightly canceaed copy cleaned and re­
gummed. 

I do not have the facilities, nor the know­
legge to determine aBout these stamps and will be happy 
to forward my check for your customary fee if you can 
let me have your opinmon of these stamps Their early 
return will be appreciated. 

With cordial good wishes, 

Very sincerely, 

( ~~, 
D W. 'Garber. , 



Barch 20, 1955. 

~::r . D. '. Ga:L"bcr, 
, % Tl e Shat.:. ~ • 

1~ sb rg~ Florida. 

Dcar .;r. G"rbcr: 

I h"ve yours of the 11.th encloslns the 
3. 00 . nd 4 . 00 Columbians. I "1..1 l18ke a 

careful exatlin"tion of both ~ J 'ill _po: nt 
the earliest poasib1 Cr'cnt • 

C'i~cc ely YOU" 



?1r. Ezr3 D. Cole, 
Nyack~ . Y. 

Dear Ezra: 

Uarch 20, 1955. 

Take a look at these two st6rnPS -

l-Jha-!" about them'? ihy is t.he :3 . 00 ao thin? nlY i 
the 3. 00 30 brc~m on the ci{. Has t' "s been cleanl3d 
and regum:n:d'? fuat about the ·4. 001 Do y u tll·· ~ li 
guI!l is origi.'13.1? -/hen it cO:Jes to monkey-bucinc s d h 
these dollar vnlu~s I am no C'ood . 

I enclose protage for I'€'Vurll. T .ank~ jn 
advance. 

Rep,rde 

Yours etc., 

, 



Dear stan, 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK • NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

Harch 23, 1955 

The "smart guyslt do one hell of a swell job on these 
stamps these days. Collectors are so damn fussy they want 
UNHINGED stamps so they get them MADE TO ORD-ER,almost. 

High value Trans-Miss, Columbians, some banknotes 
and Departments are gen8ral groups where these guys opperate. 
The proofs are fairly common and can be bought in most any auction 
sale, and by the way they seldon go to any dealer in PROOFS 
Brazer and Fenster have a bale of the damn things. The rare 
proofs they buy. I don't knO"tf if the work is done in this 
country, I think so in some cases but some of them come from 
Europe . 

'I'hen besides this a lot of stamps have 'hinge buts, 
part Q'um or no gum so the same gang soak them and 11 JGUM them 
LIsa hide thin spots when necessary. Heck ,besides reperforating 
straight edges,at least one dealer reperforates stamps to make 
theT better cente~ed. 

Re your two stamps 

~3 Columbian. This in my opinion is a gumme~ and 
privately perforated PROOF. Note perfs on ALL FOUR SIDES. Paper 
is too thin for the stamp. This is Hhy it looks on thin paper to 
you. The ~3 with O. G. by the way has thin white gum when genuine. 

'rp4 Columbian. This is the stamp I am sure. It has 
been regummed. This has slio'htly toned the paper too. No O. G. 
on this stamp looks like the gum on this patient. The perfs on 
the left look queer but they may b0 o. k. Possibly when the stamp 
Has regurwed the faker had to, p ri ck out the perfs for sometimes 
the gum runs into the perf holes and shows too much . You can still 
see it. 

You mi~ht tell the owne~ of these that its better to 
fet hinged conies, they at least have been in some collections 
and possibly thru auctions. Chances that an unhinged copy is all 
right are 100 to 1 or better against especially on the high values. 

yours, 

-



l-1r. D. \-1. Garber, 
% The ShalIDar, 

Leesburg, Florida. 

Dear ~.r . Gm: bel': 

HaTch 25, 1955. 

Herewith the bro stru:ps a'"' per yours of t r. e 16th. My­
report is as fohlous: 

• '3 . 00 Columbian. This is 3. Eroof - gunmled nnd with 
fake perforations . Paper is too thin for the genuine stamp. The 
genuine 3 . 00 with original guW. has thin \ihite when genuine. 

* . 00 Columbian. Tlis is the genuine stamp, bbt it has 
been regummed. .No original gum looks ~ike the gum on t ' is stamp. 
The pe"forations ~t left look a tit queer but the,r m~w be OK. 
Possibly wpen the "fi.xerll put en the fake gum, he had to nankey 
l'lith the perf holes due to l'is fake gum runninr, into them, and of 
course this lauld indicate "re-gu.ming. " 

Proofs of the Columbians are fairly cowmon und can be had 
in auction sales . I don't kno'lf l'lhether the IIfixingll business is done 
in this country- or in Europe, pOGsibly over th reo The rung W 0 do 
such \-fOrk ~re quite clevC'r and they spend a Hfetime perfecting their 
Hork . lIrn.erican collectors are s\"rln led out of thousands of dollers 
each y are 

Iy fee for this exa ination is f) . 50 per staMP, which in­
cludes rCturn postage. '.I.ota.l 17 . 00. 

~ the way, I had a lette~ from a oed friend of mine up 
in Canada about your covr. I am enelos 'ne it her lith and will 
apPl eciata its return. 

With best wishes -

Cordially yours, , 
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Ar. Ecr:l D. Cole, 
Nyack, N.Y. 

Dc r Ez: 

1fu.rch 25, 1955. 

Than-,s for y opinion on the ~ '0 ColU!:ltinn 
stamps . I wu ch~rging ~ fliend a fee of 3. 50 p r 
stnnp n I dll turn 5 e over to you l:,(! I ha.ve no 
c1 im to it in any nanner. 

It r~ is ashame 10;'.' the "fixers 'I chent 
collectors out of t ou~an ~ of doll 1'5 a e~r. It is 
I:\Y -ues th.:t r.ost of t ic wc::-k is done abroo. . Just 
a guess, bccau. e I hrve no kno~ ledge of anycne .. 0 does 
such ol'k OVf.r h re. Sourcn claked th t Eusticl:e h~d 
a very cleve' repair artist up in Yorkvill , ~ that 
the Captain, kept hin cnplcyeci b the ~. 

Again thanks . 1~ opin:'on uld not he-va een 
vort adem. 

Re ,ards. 

Yours etc., 
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I wrote o"J.r 'nut'lal friend, r:.,... Rust, la8t 
w .ek a')out t hI) enclosed c over and 1-:p. '13. '3 s'~e<l 
t'.at I forward tt to you for yOllr study nnd 
tha.t you in turn, after you have look,a at tt, 
forwa.,..d it to hIm. 

1 am tlLerei'ore taking t"le oppQ"Gunlty to do 
9.S suggested and I shall a vai t furtr./" r vord 
fro' ~:. tLer 'Jf you in tl ... ~ 'iear future. 

I'hanks :'01" sending me the nnt·.c abon-: th~ Jc 
1851 'tbisect". It:8 0Jd how after all t: is 
-:;i'ne sOl1ethLne li'~", tll8.t sho..l.ld turn up but 
it is 800d to ~ave the true facts on the rec­
ord. 

r·t h 1,{inrlest reGards, 1 am, 

\ 

\ 

~ AP,S. YOU I-lAVI: A FRII:ND IN TI-ll: BUSIN~SS S.P.A 



11r. Hernan Herst; Jr., 
Shrub Oak, i. I . 

Put : 

Uarc 27~ 1955. 

I am in receipt of yours of the 23rd, enclos· 
the 5~-10¢ 1847 ever from Mobile, Jun 16, 1850, to 
lanchcst r , En!""land. I assume that ~. .u t ,:ish !J'.e 

to authc. ticate the cov Jr, am charge you lith thE) fee 
or 5 . 00 plus the registered po ... tn. e to him of 36~ or 
5. 36. 

For your' informtion 1 de a v ry careful ~­
amination' of t e cover a."1d I on. pleased to infom you 
that the cover is uestionably [enuine in all respects. 
I hn.ve endorsed it insid ae follOtfS : 

n 1'1 Y OPINI U T1 IS com IS GENUlilE 
Dl E rERY RESPECT 

STA!JL.'SY B. ~~RCOK. tt 

I will forward it to ll" . RU.,'it on nclay, the 2~th. 

\{ith kindest e ards -

Copy tc 
P. G.Rust 

Sincerely yours, 

, 



14r . Philip G. runt, 
Route 5, 

ThomQsvillc~ Ga. 

Dear Phil: 

11arch 27, 1955. 

Here.·dth the cover from He!'l1rul Herst, tOcletber with 
copy of a letter I have addressed to him. 

This is quite a nice item and I had a record of it 
in nw files . It carne up at a sale in London H3cently. I am 
assl.11lli.l1~ that ~ ldter to Herst is correct . This "laS a u:>e 
from MObile in 1850 and the ,postmark and grids are the typical 
l'fubile red II paint , II 01' ratl-tcr tho forerunner of t .e t: ick 
"paint ll . 'hich 13.S vivid vermillion. Perhaps you have strikes 
on tre 10¢ 1855. It in well knO\'m on the l¢ 1851 Type IV and II . 

This sho\1TS an overpay of 1¢ as th. rute was 24¢ . The 
rote had to be overpaid as there was no 1¢ rtamp in 1850. The "19" 
is the Boston Excha.nBc Office credit to Britain for c rria,"'e by 
Cumrd I:lail ship. EVITything i3 in pArf'ect order, no tlorkey- busi­
nese about this cover. 

If you purchased it from Herst you should have obtained 
it at an attr ctive f'igure because he would probably not know 
the real value of a cover uch as this . I note the pair iu close 
at right bottom. Hm ever, in purchasin a~, such as tM.s , end 
one that is a darn si ht scarcer than the majority realize, it ., 
rrr:J b~lief that one must cons ide!' he is buy-in < more than a pair of' 
the lO¢ , he is b~in a scarce civer. 

In short and to the point, I love a cover like this -
no kidding . 

\'lit h regards -

Cordially yours, 



I . 

li1r~ S.B.Ashbrook 
33 No . Ft~ Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas Ave. Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP G. RUST 

WINNSTEAD PLANTATION 

THOMASVILLE. GEORGIA 

April 5th~1955 

I am happy to enclose check for $5 in pay1t. for your 
1'\ 

authentification of the l847,Lot 401 Robson Lowe,Jan.19th/55 

submitted to me by ~errruL~ Herst.(A pr~ of the 10~ plus a 5~ single) 
n 

I concur heartily with all the conclusions reached by you 

in your letter to me bearing on this matter~ 

With best wishes to you and :Mrs.Ashbrook,I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Copy to Herman Herst 

, 



i 
r 

Dr. O. Bacher, 
1 'estminstcl' Stamp Co., Ltd., 

London, \I .1, Enolond. 

urch 30,'" ;t955 • 

\iil1 you be 60 kind as to vise ne by return ir il met th 
5¢ and 10¢ 1947 cover sold rt in a sale by Robson 10 Ie on Jan. 19, last . 
This cover was from Uobile on Jun 16, lB50 and addr 3"'00 to 1I"1l!l Barber, 
Esq. " of chester, En lund. It had a 5~ '47 and a H. Poir of t e 10; 
1847. It was illustrated in the Januc~7 1955 Issue of the Robson La. e 
"Ph:Uatcli<>t . " It \,:0.6' described as fran the collection of )T . A. H. 1helan. 
I believe it WIlS sta.ted th"t on.ly two such covers are kno m . ich of course 
is entirely untrue. 

Can you give me c:rr:r informtion as to uhen the U terhouse crtalo ue 
\"Iill be off the p ess? If you uill ~end e half a dozen copieo by Air Uail 
as soon as they are availa.ble I \dll cadly Pll¥ the posta e . I hope thnt none 
of the.fake If69 covers were included in the sale d th t you had t ~ 
rCl:lovc<i. 

l'~ith regards -

Sincerely yours, 



THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. , LTD . 
MANAG I NG D I RECTOR: O . B A C H ER . D.PHIL. 

MEM BE R SAIT IS H PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GRE AT BRITAIN, PHILATELIC TRADERS' SOCIETY, LONDON, 

AMEHleAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORk. 

THE SPECIALISTS IN U .S .A . POSTAGE STAMPS. 

REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 

LONDON, W. l. 

BA.NKI[RS: 

BAACLAYS, 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS. 

LONDON. W.1. 

TELEPHONEI 

GERRARD 
4900 

Dear Mr. Ashbreok. April 5,1955 

Send you by .speratemail.pri~~ matter. old Harmer 
Rooke oatalogue or 1946 which I heaped prepari_g. I_ there you will tina 
the COTer ex your inquiry with letter ot Maroh 30. Th~it realised £ 230. 
Buyer was unknown to me. At Robso:t Lowe's on Jan.l9.l955 it fetched £340. 
Itts aB old friend of mine. First bou~ht it ia 1943 from a oollector and 
sold to the man who put it up at Harmer Rooke's in 1946. Sinoe then I 

"-.......:..-., ... ~haT.J1't owned it anymore and don't know who the present OWller is. Do you? 
Of oourse you tan keep the old catalogue. If my memory 

aerYes me ri~t, you had it from me at the time. I am positiTe that we 
disoussed the COTer and that you~ot a photo from me whioh should be some-
where t. your files. 0 

HaTe today arran~ed with Cyril Harmer that 6 oopie. ot 
the Waterhouse oatalogue will be sent you by air freight as soon as they 
oome off the press, i.e. ia about 2 days. I h~Te seen to it that th.y will 
not be posted to anybody else before. So you will be "b. tir.t" with ene 
or two other frie.da. 

Th, preparation of the sale was team work. My say was _ot 
the only one. The owner and Harmerts had theirs, too. Sinoe you know me 
tor. a good many years. you will haTe 1'10 doubt that I did my very best 
to have a "olean" catalot;Ue prepared. Judgement whether I sllooesded or aot 
I haTe to lea~ to othera. Any comments ot yours will always b. appreoiated 
by me. So I might hear from you in due oourse. 

Met Mr. Colson for the first time last week. He called 
0 .. me, apparently in order to make my acquaintanoe. _ ~e wanted to see 
"the beat in hiQ eage". The small talk I was treated to did not impress 
me muoh and I am not interested ill what Mr.C.thinks ot others. To alUloy 
him I rubbed it in how valuable your assistanoe had bee. with regara to 
quite a number ot N.W.'s oovers. The effeot ..a hi,ly amusi., - to me 
anyhOW. To go one bet ter, he told me that he had two oollections in his 
Taults "twioe as ~ood" as Waterhbuse's. So it was no use for him to attend 
suoh a mino~ sale ia London. I just laughed and added that without hilll I 
would at 1aat see a chanoe to piok up all the bargair..s in the sale. 

With regards 

Y0fi;A:tr-. 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
,restm:inster Stamp Co . Ltd., 

London, H. l, England. 

Dear Doctor: 

April 12, 1955. 

ThanKs very much for yours of the 6th re - the 5¢- 10¢ le47 cov(r in the 
Ro son IJ()~'e sale of Jan. 19" 1955. It ",""as sent to a rood J':dend of mine early 
this month by Herman Herst, Jr . of Shrub Oak, N. Y. @ 01, 450. 00. ~lY frien:i referred 
it to me an l~ter returned to Herst . I have no idea who bought it at the LONe 
sale but it is ray opinion he paid too much. Had it heen superb i t night have bren 
Ii' fcrent. T 1.B.I'Il{s for your kL.,dness in sending me the 1946 catalogue. Strange 
to .• cl to I 1 ,. no 1940 record in my files tough I hc..ve a vague recollection that 
. 'e cii. seu" sec1. t ~ COVC:i.' 80ne yea!'s ago. The catulo ;'.le has not arrived but I will be 
on the lookout for it . 

Also l'\Y s.!.ncere thanl~s "'or i'l"anginc to send me by air six copies of the U.~·. 
sale. I ,·r.iil cure loo!~ :oruurd to the X'eceipt of snn- . 'Sir N. U. urote me such a 
ice note of al_prccintion. Hh:.t n. gran:! I!haract -r he is . 

Pe - . he effemir."te Colson. The S. ", . B. h"",tes In \'lOr~(3 than poison. I sup os 
the "'€8S0n 1.0 thrt I hc.ve cnlled him to • is face v ry profane word in my rather 
vol unino s vocabu.w.ry. He is a rat if eYer there l"a~ one. I do not Imou positively 
uh·'t his epecinlty is because he ncve:~ made ::my actunl advances tOlvuI'd me . He has .. 
not a p,ood lo .... d for .:l.r.Wone in .\rlorican philc tely, ... nd tho reason 13 thD,t no one wbo 
amunts 0 tl t~ing 1C.6 nny U[ 0 for such ll. pro 'uct of th gu tEl" . It ic a great com­
pliment . 0 be h"ted ~ such a thing. 

AeClin many thanks . 

Cordially YOUL v, 

p. \l. I un:icrstand Colson has ~rts of the I,aphaTll collecticn for sale including 
a fake 90¢ lS60 cover. Someb~ uay Cet stuns on it . 

S. B. A. 

·1 



-.r. PhjJ.ip G .. R .. ' ) 
Rout::.. 5) 

'.i'hv .nsv _0" Ga. 

April 12, 1955. 

7hi lrill ucl:novl1 dee receipt of auro of the 5th \'uth 
check for 5. 00 on ccou.."lt of t .. e aer .... t cov r . Thr.nk::; v ry 
much . 

It -:.s ny guess th...'1t t· covel" lTas purch:ls d by so. 
de.:tier :in 10 don and sent to this country to be sold . I rather 
rruspect that the sale '\1ao a 1I\'1'1sh sale" I1lllde for the purpooe of 
establ":' shin"" a pri co. :;~f ore the d ~ys of the II S. I • C. , II II tao 1 snl s II 
on the ·. Y. Stock Exchan.:.,e lere a vcry CO:'lllOn daily occurrence) 
especial_y back i..'1 th ~s of the :lbucket shop. " 

I hn. tAo letter from Dr. Bac. er stating th.rt. this CCNer sold 
~hO ~"'unlB at the ~ obson 10m} sale on Jan . 19, --955 . ..ith ster1 i.ng 
';2 . .... 0 , "hio was approx:i..mately 950. 00. Ev rything co Didered;> I 

think ;,.h(; buy·r paid too much and I don ' t think it l10uld bring near 
that much in a Hew York auction Hale. Bacher did not Imm"/' who bought 
it . It 1001=s like that aft r two months no one \-1 8 begging fer it 
over there so they sent it (Ncr he1·e. It is ny guess it will go ba.ck. 

Bacher also stated that he discovered this cover in 1943 
and tha.t it came up in a Bale by Harmer Rooke in London in 1946 at 
"vrhich time it sol d at 230 poundfl . 

Hit t regardn -

Cordially yours, 



-=r. l-i3rcus J . rown, 
160 E~.t llitche11 Ave., 

.Apt . 28, 

}·larch 25, 1955. 

Cincinr:l.::ti 17, Chio . 

Dear lfarcus: 

Here-.dth your Chapel Hill, Tex. cover. I reo-ret to inform 
you that in ~ opinion this half of a 20¢ reen was not used 
originnlly on this cover. I eliev that the pol,tion of the 
postr.nrk on the COVEr " ~ genuine but that the 5 on the I olf 
strunp are fraudulent . I exa: ined this v r;y cllr efully under Dy binoculllr 
microscope and especially noted amonC othe'l" points that, (1) the 
pa.inted 1 tters on t e stamp are not in t e same ink as that of the 
strike on the cover, (2) that t c f1pa 4 nt.er" tried to 0. rce hi<' pninted 
circle line t the top with the line of the genuine in.~, (3) tlw.t the 
"1" of "ChapelT' on the stang;> is not a'/strike" '. t painted and that 
thb ilL" is not in al" n':lcnt a9 it should be \lith t e "CHAPEll, (4) the 
"UL" of JUt is surely h nd-dr~tlm ra.ther than a "strike. " The chanc sere 
that the I/fixe'~11 removed n 10¢ 1663 Confederate and substituted t his 
hD.1f of a 20¢ . 

I am enc1osin3 a few war time covers \lhich p1cane accept lith 
Il\Y compli!nent s • 

~{ith kinde"t re ,ards -

Cordially yotU"s, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

160 E~ Mitchell Ave., 
Apartment 28, 
Cincinnati 17, Ohio. 
March 31, 1955. 

Thank you very much for your time spent in examining 
the Chapel Hill, Tex., cover for me. I was not too surprised that it 
proved to be a fake- it would have been a nica item had it been genuine. 
I shall mark it as such, and relegate it to my "Rogues' Gallery". 

You were most generous to send me the four covers, and I certainly 
do appreciate your kindness. They will occupy a prominent ~lace in my 
Confederate collection. I have never before seen a cover with the corner 
card of the Ga. state Guard, and as a native son, I can appreciate it 
all the more. The names of Pope and Cobb are well known in Atlanta. As 
for the 5c blues, they are very fine, and I never thought that I would 
own one postmarked only one week after the earliest known date of use. 
I have several soldiers' letters, both Confederate and Yank, and the 
Yankee patriotic y ou sent me will go with them very nicely. Thank you 
again for your generosity. 

I believe that I now own all of the general issues on cover,with 
the exception of a 2c green which is ranely offered now-a-days either 
by dealers or in auctions. If, by chance, you sometime hear of one for 
sale, I would appreciate your letting me know. 

I gave Walter Horst your message, and he was quite pleased that 
you should remember him so warmly. He s.sked that I convey to you his 
very best regards the next time I talked with you. 

It was a most enjoyable evening for me at your hmme last thursday, 
and I only hope that I did not keep you up too late. I lost all track 
of time hearing about, and seeing, so many pnteresting philatelic items. 

Enclosed you will find postage to defray the cost in connection 
with the P.O.W. and Chapel Hill covers. 

Very sincerely yours, 

, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

160 E. Mitchell Ave •• 
Apartment 28, 
Cincinnati 17, Ohio. 
June 8, 1955. 

I enclose herewith my Chapel Hill, Texas 20c 
horizontal bisect cover that you wish to send to Fox. If my memory 
serves me correctly, I believe that Fox was present when I showed 
the cover to Shenfield and MacBride last 6ctober in Richmond. The 
Dr. "M", who was given as the buyer of the cover in the Fox sale 
may possibl~ bp Dr. James A. Miller of Atlanta, whom I have met, 

~ but only know casually. I saw lot 255 in the Fox sale catalog, but 
did not bid on it. 

It may interest y ou to know that I bid $152.50 for lot 55 in 
this same sale, but was over $100 off, as the cover sold -for ~265.00. 
This was the 2c green, strip of 3 and two singles, one of the covers 
we discussed on the ~one. Lot 262, two 2c in combination with a sin­
gle 5c local brought ~310.00. The only single 2c green, on a repaired 
cover, lot 54, sold for $112.00. Looks as though I will have to set 
my sights higher if I ever hope to ewn a 2c green on cover. Some of 
the covers in that Grant sale certainly 8rought tremendous prices-
I bid on several other of what I thought were more "common", and was 
quite a bit under the selling price on all. My experience has been 
that almost anything Confederate in a Fox auction will bring a top 
price. 

There is no hurry about returning the cover, keep it as long as 
you wish- glad to be of service to you. With best regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 



Jnn 10, im955 . 

Hr. 11arcus J . Brown, 
160 E. liitchell Ave., 

Apt . 2$, 
C~.nc::"nn3.ti 17, Ohio .. 

Dear f.K..arcus: 

Just a line to acknow1(>.cige receipt 
of yotU"s of the 9th \' hicb 1/i11 have my 
a:t:.tent.ion. 

Uith regards -

Sincerely yours, 

, 



.r. Marcus J. I'Ow1'l" 

160 E. l1itcbe1l Ave., 
Apt . 28, 

Cinci nati 17, Ohio . 

Dear Uarcus: 

July 14, 1955 • 

Just a line to let you illo\-f that I am till 
holding yOlli~ Chapel Hill, TeY..as cov r • 

. ' 
I received a letter fram Jo Fox today 

stating he is trying to boo 0-:-1 the auction cov~r 
from the buyer. I have an . dea that no gr ~t effort 
is heine o<lde nnd I 'suppose it is becau e tl 'y fear 
I rei· t condeI!lll it . If I do not. hear anyt -ing vithin 
a l"ea"'onable time I .ill return your coy r to you. 

lfith i:indest regards -

Cordi~ yo~-s, 

, 



, 

July 15, 1955. 

Hr. John A. F(D{, 
173 Tulip Ave. , 

Floral P~rk.) .I. Y. 

-
Denr John_ 

Thanks v ry tluch for rcur" of the 11th \nth 
check for < 2?2. 50 and rdurn of the a.1 ce of the 
covers that I sent Hot ard 1chrl<m un~er da.te of 
Jun_ 22nd. last . 

I 'muld like Very ch to see thrt Chapel Eill, 
. Texas cover and if you could obtain a. loa.!:. of it for 

me I \lould great~ appreciate the favor . 

Do hope Virginia. and you cc.n make the trip 'est . 
We will be up in Hichigan the \leek starting:JW.~ 20th. 

Our l'e urds to you both. 

As ever yours, 

, 



I 

1;JJ:'. H. J . Brmm, 
160 E. Hitchell vc. ~ 

Apt . 28, 
CL~cirJlati 17~ Ohio. 

near Harcus: 

Herewith the tuo Chapel Hill COVE!'S, yours 
a.l1d the one that \'las in the Fox sale, and from the 
collection of ~ old friend Fred Grant of Los Angeles. 
I have examined the Grant cover v<::ry c"'refully and it 
has real "aee" that carulot be counterfeited. I have 
rode care_ul conparisons of the two covers and I J'!1ust 
admit tha.t if the Grant cover is enuine then I can 
find no fault \lith yours. I~.. thel~efore> expressing 
qy opL~ion on the reverse side. 

Will yQU please return the ~ rant cover to 
me in the enclosed 1'e 1st ered envelope" 

"llith regards -

Cordially yours, 

, 



M m 9wm e 0 JOHN A. FOX 

Clo 

IJ~~~-
E~~~­

fod ~~I 
~ , ~J"-'-

FLORAL PARK, N. Y. __ -L1-_~_~~ 



ue. 2 1955 • 

• John A. Fox 
173 Tulip Avo . , 

Floral Pc:rk, l~ .Y. 

Dc r Jolm: 

Here.Iith I run turninl? the Chaw 1 lila Texan 
cover as per your reeist red of the222nd . ~ thanks for 
your k' ness. This cov r is genuine in ill respects and 
enabled e to authenticate a si.rrilar cover mich appeared 
quite doubtful. 

I had .a 1 ter fran 1t.1rl !'€co.''l'i.ly stating thut he 
uas too poor to afford a IITV" s t so the o~ ~ he hOO to 
pas .... the 10 hot eve s out in lCansas ras to read trST~ :PS" -
ilL lNS I1 and II rrEL ' S. " "illY on' t e r et up n sub::;criptiion 
and buy him a second-hand TV? 

\rith reg rds-

Cordially Y':)'\lrs, 

p. S.-':e e havin a 1 ng strdch of still' r:r ueather. 

, 



DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

Wn.LIAM F. KELLEHER 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

Postage Stamps for ColI ectors 

B. L. DREW & CO. 
EST. 1885 

7 WATER STREET' BOSTON' MASS . 

TELEPHONE 

LAFAYETTE 3676 

..%.e..~.~~~~ 
~~:a.<G r (0"& ' 

{]a;t~. 
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'~rCh 27, 1955. 

~. uan_el F. Kell h r, 
7 "late! St . , 

Boston, I 55 . 

De van: 

Yours of th 22n1 received a it I s indeed 
nice to he r from ou. 

I am returnin the photo prints he ewith, 
and regret to s-r,ate that I 0 not kncr of rmy r.t 
present \ThO mir)lt be interented in the it· • fo -ioubt 
you h ve contacted Rust on the 10 block. This Gould 
b of intEirest to Yo im . but I suppo. e :my price you f ul.d 
put on it uld be considered teo hi h . 

I trust you are in the best cf health and 
that all oes ell ith you. 

Iha.lLks very much for r embering • 

'ith eve cod dsh -

Cordiallv ~oUi'S, 



~. Dan ' l F. Kelleber, 
7 :ater St ., 

Boston, lInss. 

Door Dm : 

April 9r , 1955. 

Re - the photos you scnt .. e recently. Did 
you off r these to "" colle'CtCl!' in n .. I York by the 
n e of Jack Dicl~. If not , nay I do so? 

Cor ially you •. , 



STANLEY B . AsHBROO K 
P . O . BOX 31 

S S NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS . KY . 

April 9th, 1955A 

Mr . Dan'l F. Kelleher, 
7 Water St., 

Boston, Mass . 

Dear Dan: 

Re - the photos you sent me recentl Did 
you offer these to a collector · N y. 
name of Jack Dick? If ~n ew York by the . not, may I do so? 

With regards -



l'-.~.j1>. 

j1>.~.!,-. 

<lI.QL;N.lJ!. 

jure Stanley B. Ashbrook 
)'.0. Box 31 

l 33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

. Dear Stan, 

3Jark 1£. lIo1ruwortq 
Phila!elic Dealer and Broker 

102 tJil.em:ou j5\±r.e.et 
tJilosiou 16, 23Rassa.cqus.etts 

<lI.j1>.J>.. 
J>..-,a . J>.. 

~jL;N.l'-.~.j1>. 

l\ly thanks for your letter of March L4th. I fully realize that Rust has a great deal of ex­
pensive equipment for detecting repaired material, etc •• However, I believe you will agree 
that such is no substitute for experience and philatelic knowledge and can even be dangerous 
in the hands of a novice. Just give me carbon tete and a black dish and I will compete with 
anyone Who uses only a lamp, cleaned pen cancels being about the only area where a lamp is 
essential in my oplnlon. I will grant that he doubtlessly has the basis for plating the ma­
terial you mentioned, but still do not feel that he has sufficient knowledge to detect reperfs, 
regums, etc •• Did you really feel that there was any basis whatsoever for his comments that 
the strip had been chemically treated? I am sure he had no question whatsoever as to its au­
thenticity or you may be sure he would have been very specific in his comments concerning such. 
However, if you believe that plating would be the only way to determine the authenticity of 
this strip, would you suggest that I send it along to him for such purpose, 

I appreciate very much your comments on the 5¢ 1856 and agree that the copy submitted does 
not match the perforated "henna brown" which I have in stock. However , I felt that if any im­
perf could be considered such that this copy would fill the bill, though from your comments 
can see that such a shade in the imperf probably does not exist. If you should run onto an­
other Ridgeway book in the near future, I would greatly appreciate your giving me first shot 
at it. 

At present I have in stock the following Confederate Provisionals which you might be able 
to place: (prices net to you) #77XU3 , very fine appearing, slight repair, railroad corner card, 
net $100; #79XU5, very fine appearing, slight repair, only recorded copy, net $100; #5Xl, used 
but not tied on slightly trimmed 3¢ star die U.S. envelope, net $140; fl47Xl, fine copy on very 
fine small cover, net $270; fl49Xl, fine copy, not tied, on very fine.~over, net $450; #52Xl, 
fine copy tied on fine embossed corner card cover, net $300; #61X2f'1 stamp wee tear, tied to 
very fine appearing corner card cover , net $200; #62X3B, rare Ochre shade, fine copy tied to 
very fine cover, net $60. I would be glad to send any of these along for your inspection that 
you might care to see, subject to prior sale. 

Enclosed are three covers on which I would appreciate your oplnlon. One is an unused copy 
on cover that is supposed to be a Type III, though I seriously doubt it myself . Please sign 
the back of the cover if you feel it is a Type III. The other is supposed to have a position 
4RIL in the center of two Type Ill's. Your comments on this plating and the typing of the two 
other stamps will be appreciated. The third cover with 90¢ bank note, #166 , with blue target 
presumably of "Cincinnati, Ohio", but not tied. Do you feel this was used originally on the 
cover. If so, would greatly appreciate your signing the reverse side. 

Hith kind regards, 

c::::=:=:-./ ~ 
~E. Molesworth 

JE /pvvw 



¥U' . Jack ~ • • 'olcS1'1crlh, 
102 Delc'.l trcct!\ 

, Bo",ton 1 , ;1:lSfj . 

s 

April 1, 1955. 

. ",'10 i'oqu ... t, (If It's . "to J.'k . ~h 1 e is no hurry "'nd I am 

I f. und ",he ~a,;r"" 12¢ bis ct .tn the collection an, Jack Fleckcn tein h s 
t he i!""P1~essicn t' ~t you s"jd lt to l.fr . [tm~k . Do you knO'\l anythinG about :'.t? 
?-1rs. ottn'k is chec::in his books and ('orr qxm enee ~o f i nd cut f-'om thom he ob­
t ained it . 

e - th" Pu"'t . tt r . I ref'" to be . '''1l-n1 int<.; ~rr:J c=>ntroversy, eopeeial­
ly as it 008 110t cone l"ll I'1.e in t' e slit 1 t o t . I auvi e you not to ~:topute his liord 
but ask hi:" as a f avor 1f hE) ,rlJ 1 1(k. you l:nO\'1 if he t. liJU:C tho itClTI is a genuine 
plate va,-~icty or a p"'int ~ob . If he thinks ~ t has been chenicdly tl' <1ted you .rill 
not ch.:mr;e lis opinicn by intimting le iG wrone . DfJfore endil16 it to l':ln ! believe 
it advinable to l,1"ite und inquL e if 11 \li1l ivc you en Opini"'11 on it . Don't I:lcn­
ticn ~ n~c and pl cuwe teep ne out of it . 

H<1ve you Cirer hr.d any correspcn ence "dth Henry Hill of ··linneapoli!3? He 1s 
a very clo se i'rici1d of mine . Me has quite a fine collecti n of the 5¢ l S5t- 5'7 . l :by 
not send y cur 5¢ 1856 to . in and 'lsk 11 :1m if he t links your copy resembles the real 
Indian f ed. You cnn, if you ld:=;h ,, 'nfom him rIrJ' opinion of it . 

I "/ill beB:;" you in mind if I :run across a RidgwaY book. 

P.e - the iten.s that you sub litted. or cour c- e, this never 
\-ras a Type III. It i~ ( 0 wa.shed cut th t it could not e pl~ted . The stamp is .fl'om 
Plute Cne Early and it l ooks like sor.:eone 'trushed out t he botton line. If it did 
origin~te on tr~s coveT" it may have never pas~ed thru a post office or received a 
cancel . I note the \Jrit cr tates he \las putting a 1¢ stanp on his lett r . I beg to 
be excused fro~ putting my name on such a peor itE>.::1. . 

r e - the cover l1ith three ene Cent stamps . The center sto.rn.p is 4RJ1. - This 
\ias the only position on the Type IV plate th~t l-itlS not recut . This .• tnIlP is so 
badly (;ut into at bottom it does not show the uncut bottom line. Thus it - "\Jas a 
type II before t he da'l!lB.go at bottom d estroyod the type . II Sta. ,p to left is a Type IlIA 
from Plr.te 4 - poor condition . "tamp to rigl t uas a Type IlIA from Pl, te 4 before 
perfs at bottom deotroyed t he type. 

Re - the 90¢ cover . Yes, I be_ ieve the Cincinnati post:lB.rk and targd 
( ttached) is l enuine . The chances Lre thut the 90¢ is a National - the use probably 
from Cincinnati on Oct. 31, 1873 . The 90¢ r;tmup is all "rushed out . Cne \'1ondens why? 
I suppose the cover is OK but I ask to be excused from sianinZ the cover. 

, 



,.2 . l1r . Jack E. l'loles\;Torth - April 1, 1955. 

Uo ch<:rge for the above. 

Pith cst \fishes -

Co nlially yours , 
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·1arch 22, 1955 . 

l{r. Lawrence L. Sherifield, 
40 Highland Circle, 

Bronxville 8, H. Y. 

Dear Larry: 

Here is a rather interesting cover thnt be­
lo~s to roy friend :!n.urice Blake . tJith it is Ir\V 
notation made " .. hen I photogr~phed it . It is addressed 
to Harrisonburg, Va., which fGay have b en in Federal 
hands at the time this \1'as mailed. If this had a. Con­
federate stno.p \-lhy the trlO?': If it had a 3¢ 1861 11m .. 
could it h.:l.ve been sent collect "10?1I Even assuming 
it ~tas from a Confed m~llber of the armed .forces, with­
out an officer ' s endorsement . 

I suggest you send this to Hac and lI!equest 
him to l'eturn it to ne. 

With regards 

Cordially yours, 

, 



744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanle y: 

March 28th, 1955. 

This is in reply to your letter to Larry Shenfield of March 
22nd in whi ch you sent me the enclosed cover belonging to our mutual 
friend Maurice Blake, for analysis. Larry pa ssed it along to me, and 
I am happy to say that I am aDle to give you the definite story on it. 

/ 

This cover was addressed Qy Lt. C. B. Eastham of the lOth Vir­
ginia Infantry, who was captured in the Battle of Spottsylvania C.H. 
on May 12, 1864. He was sent to FOI'"t-..Delaware and became one of the 
600 Confederate officers who w~re s~pped to Union-peld Morris Island 
in Charleston Harbor, where they"Were held in a stockade under the 
fire of the Confederate guns in Charleston. In October he was one of 
the group sent from there to Fort Pulask:~ near Savannah, Ga. which had 
been captured by th~ Union forces early in the war where he continued 
to be held as a pris oner. , . .. I 

I 

On Novembe~ 2(?) l&6~ ~he wrute to his wife in Harrisonburg, 
Va. in a letter which was enclosed in this cover. This letter, doubt­
less together with o~herS from the other prisoners, was carried to the 
Confederate lines around the city of Savannah, under flag of truce. It 
was then mailed from Savannab with the "Ion representing Confederate 
pos tage due to be paid by the addressee upon delivery. There are evi­
dences of an adhesive stamp having been removed from the corner of this 
envelope, but no such stamp was necessary in this case. As you will 
see from the above, at no time was this cover in the hands of the U.S. 
postal service. ' 

You will find the complete story back of all this in the two 
article s I wrote '''Prisoner of War Covers of Morris Island and Fort Pu­
laski", which appeared in the American Philatelist of May 1946 (pages 
680,etc.), and June 1948 (pages 696,etc.). On page 685 of the first , 
story there are photos of two covers bearing this same 1'10" due marking, 
and one of them also has the same small type Savannah postmark, which 
also is dated in November. Somestimes these covers were endorsed 
tlVia Flag of Truce" but not always. Incidentally, another cover ad­
dressed to this same Mrs. C.B. Eastham from Lt. Eastham while he was 



- 2 -

in Morris Island, is illustrated on page 690 of the first article. 
The second article tells of the two books which were written on this 
whole story, containing lists of the prisoners, and Lt. Eastham is 
lis ted therein. 

That seems to tell the story of this cover and I am enclos­
ing an extra copy of this letter in case you want to send it along 
to Maurice Blake. 

Best personal regards I 

Sincerely, 

~ 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: L.L.Shenfield 

, 



MAURICE JAMET 
timbres anciens 

10.Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1 ~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
C.C.P. PARIS 4483'61 • R.C.SEINE. 819.18'1 

Dear Nr Ashbroo~, 

Pari~, the 29th of march 955 

Mr Stanley ~. ASHBROOK 
P.C B:x 31 

33 N" Ft Tpo~~~ 'v ~ e 

FC3!_!~2~~~, Yy ( ) . S.A. 

Pl ase find herewith p f 
be very glad to havp. our opinion. 

cover~ for which I should 

30 p f them are abviously forged, 'It T" ,/ customer 
being ~n ~merican man living in Faris, h. no s you vor~ weI ~ ~er'l­

tation as I ve~often mentionned Jour kn~ edge. Be w~ t to h VE your 
orinion about p ~h ov~r ~s he {ill b~ strong tow~ r ds his sellers . I thin 
and hore ZARF~vI ill hpve som~ trouble. 

Thanking ou in advance, I am , 

Yours sincer Iy, 



MAURICE JAMET 

L 

timbres anciens 

10, Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1 ~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
c.e.p. PARIS '483'61 • R.C.SEINE 819.1 81 

. ttre N°l 
" °2 
" N°3 
" N°4 
" N°5 
" N°6 
tt N°? 
tt N°8 

POUR 't"XPERTISE 

Paris, le 28 Mar~ 1955 

Mr stanle B. ASHBROOK 
P.O Box 31 
33 .• Ft T'boma A. 
FORT THOMaS, Ky (~ , S •• ) -----------
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April 4, 1955 . 

:ro. J.1a.urice Jamet , 
10 Rue d ' Alger J 

Paris 10 , Franco. 

Det:r lI".r. Janet: 

Herewith the sixteen (16) cov rs as per yours 
of t'le 29th. ltr fee for the exaL'in'ltion is as fellows: 

Four covers 6 2 . 00 each 
(6 - 8 - 11 - 16) •••••••••••• 

Ten covers 0 . CO each 
(1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 7 - 10 - 12 -
13 - 15) ••••••••••••• • •• • •••• 

Two cover 5. 0 each ••••••• 
Total 

B. OO 

30. 00 
10. 00 
L~8.00 

Herewith I run enclosing an ane.lysis of each cover. You 
will note that I have si -ned on the back, the coy rs 
that I believe to be genuine :in all I-espects . Those 
not signed are either bad or doubtful . It is r~r ess 
that the bad ones are some of Zareski ' s handi\lork. Too 
bad that fellow cannot be hung. 

\-rith IiW kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 



Cover No.1 - 5¢ 1856" tied by a le Orl poswrk of June 22, 1857 - to Nantes. 
A Garnier cov r . Thru I3ooton cn July I, 1857 - Th rste on thio cov r was 15¢ . It po­
pears that this 5¢ st OJ> \-,as used on this cov{r, so appc.r nt1y 10¢ 1855 is ms ine. 
It· tire1y possi...Le th t the 10C ,as paid in CClDh" and thio DaY; e th en tien, 
as oV 0 uas only three Months aft r the old 5¢ ate becnn: obsol~e. On the back, 
black "Boston JUL 1 E .Pkt." The ~ cr it ie 12¢. 

Cover No. 2 - This cov r is fraudulent, the three stamps • e not used on this cov r 
oricinilly. This uas a tamp1css co\'cr, fo1"\ arded un ide Th various erking prove 
this. 

COV",l" No. 3 - FrOIl San Francisco, Au ust 17, 1866 - to Lima" P rue S.F. p.m. on fac is 
II ue 18" - the Pana!lla is liSP 1 - le66." The cover has a horiz . pa~r of the 30¢ lC61 
plus a horiz. pair of the 10 1861 plua a 3¢ 1S61. - Total :3 . Thero such rate 
or l!lultiple. The single r~te via Pan~ in 1866 '\ as 22¢ per ~ ounce" of lhich 10¢ as 
U. S. to Pane.r.:a and 6 pence British (12~) to Peru. In red pencil is 4 - 88 - 48. In other 
words this ao r ted at li times 22¢ or §§1 of which 4 x 12 or 1& wae credited to Britain. 
This cov r is short 5¢ in posta.ge. None of these stl.lT.JPS are actually tied to the cover 80 

it ia impossible to stato if t hese were the statlp8 th"t -tere actually us d on this cover. 
1 suspect thnt they '\ ere and that a 5¢ stamp is missing. 

NM 4 (cover) - 34¢ Paid - 24¢ 1867 (grill?) plus lO¢ 1869 - fro Son Francisco Dec . 3" 
1 9. Lett r inside dated .F. Dee. 2, 1869. Io the 241 ll. genuine grill. n 0.1' as 
can be determined en tl c cover, nrr opinicn is yes . The r te to Peru nt this time 'Was 34¢ 
per ?l oz." as foll~15: 10· U. S. to P n 0" one chilling (24¢) by British co. l'ia e to Peru. 
Thus the large "24" credit in nagenta applied at Ii' . I h£lvo endors this cover on the 
back as genuine in l!V opinion. 

Cov r No. 5 - 15¢ to Fi·ance by AI ol"ican Packot to "land. From Baton Rouge~ L • - July 
t , 185S. From 1 ew York JulY' 17, 1858 (S turday) . (The correct sailing date) to Bord ux. 
The credit is "611 'Which ~'as correct . I endors this cover on the c, IIIn r:Jy opinion 
this cover is teIluine. " 

Cove '0, 6 - To Havre, France from JTew York on Seo 2 ~. 6 . Cover hes a 3¢ 1861 0. 12¢ 
1861 (15¢) . Markings shmf the letter feighed ov r i ounce" hence r uired 30 (dO",J.ble 
rate) in postaee (2 x l5¢ or 16 dec ~s) . S t ns entirely unnaid, with 16 decmes due . 
New York postmark in black (denoting unnaid )" lnth a debit to ranee of 186-' (2 x 3 plus 
2 x 6) . In l!\V opinion this \1aS a otampless cov r, and those tvtO at ps lole not used 
ori inall.y on t .' s cov€r. The cancelationo on the st ps are t conv:l!1.cing. 

Cover No. 7 - 45~ r te - llet'l' Orl ans Via N~l York to Paris - by or. Packet direct to 
Ha.vre. let! Orleans Dec. 4, 1857 - Ne:1 York Dee. 12" 1857 - Havro Dec. 24" 1857. Cr it 
to France is 9, \fhich t1as correct . Rate \-reo 3 tinea l5¢, credit l'ms 3 x 3¢ (fo!' FrenCh 
internal) . Vertic ... .! strip of the 5¢ 1857 - Type I - red br 'ID" center line, right pan 
strip of three. Vert . strip of three 10¢ 1857, Plate One, Typos III, II, III. In I:\Y 
opinion this cover in genuine. 

Cover 1'0. 8 - Cover lnth a sin Ie 12¢ la51 from NOll York fiClTCh 18, 1857 to "'land. This 
cover is a fake, th9.t is, the 12~ stamp uao not u"'cci originlllly on this cover. The cover 

ll5 surely a prepaid· ~f'Jl'I1')lcns \nth a rate of 21~¢ - with a credit of 19¢ to Britain -
Transmitted by Britinh acket (Cunnrd Line) . 

Cover ITo. 9 - Frcm net1 Orleans to Paris, France. 21¢ Paid. Pair of 10~ laS5 - Typ I plus 
single 1¢ 1851, Type IV. Dated flm'l Orlearu" Da. , Dcc . 28, 1855, fr lIml York by km.. 
Jan. 12, 1856. This wao ori inal1y !'out to eo via. England and Pl~epaid 2~¢ by t let route, 
but ~m8 changed ~t l~cw York nn sent by t e Havre Line "Direct to Frane . " This only re­
quired a prep8.yr.lCnt of 20¢ . Six (6) decimos due from a.ddressor. I endorsed this on the 

. b ck" "In nw opini.on this cover is Ben ne. " 



1i2 . 

Cov,r "No . 10 - From New York to Lyon, France Oct. 15. 1853 (Saturday) - 20i Paid. This was 
the rate by direct stemner to France. This letter l'iaS sent instead' }jrr the Collins Line 

'. Via England - the rate by that route was 2l¢. Routed" Pr str. Bnltic s" a Collins Line 
ship, American Packet. The peE ta e was short 1¢. In nw opinion, the postol clerke per­
mitted it to go as is. I endorsed the cover, "In nw opinion this cover is genuine." 

Cover No . 11 - 3¢ U. S. envelope (obsolete - demonetized in Au ~ust 1861). l¢ 1869 plus 2¢ 
1863. Not a double 3¢ rate. In my opinion the cover is genuine and signed on the back. 

Cover No. 12 - Cover with a 15¢ 1869 from New Orleans to Havre, France on Aug . 17, 1869. 
The 15¢ stamp was not used originally on this cover. This was a staT11pless cover, sent 
unw1d, a double rate of 2 x 15¢ "dth 16 deciy; es due in France. Forwarded by dire-cr­
steamer to Cherbourg, U.S. share 24¢ (as per 24 in N.Y. pootmt.rk) and the French share 6¢. 
Nml Orleans never used a cancelation such as this. 

Cover No. 13 - Cover with a 10¢ 1869 from New Orleans to Havre, France on May 4, 1869. 
The 10¢ stamp \'laS not used originally on t lis cover. This was a stanroless letter , ~ 
unpaid, a double rate "rith 2 x l5¢ or 16 decir.1es due from t he addressor. FOr\'iarded by 
direct I!lail to Havre, the U.S. share was 249, (as per the 24 in the New York postrnarlc) . 
The French share was 2 x 3¢ = 6¢. 

Cover No, J!: - From Honolulu Via San Francisco and New York to Paris. 5¢ Hawaii paid the 
Honolulu rate of not ov r ~ ounce. The 10¢ 1861 took care of the 2¢ ship fee . The letter 
then started from ~ .F . for France as a dmlble 15¢ r ate with 30¢ due or 16 decimes due from 
the addressor. From Honolulu June 24. lr66, from S.F. on July 10, 1866, from Hew York on 
July 31, 1866, by British PacJtet. Thru Calais on Aug. 13, 1866, and reached Paris the 
same date. The black encircled "22" was applied at San Francisco. The !lel'r York has a "6" 
the U. S. debit to France (2 x 3¢ - U. S. internal). I endorsed t is covryr on the back, 
"In my opinion t his cover is [enuine./I 

Cover No. 15 - Cover fram New Orleans with a sin~le 30¢ 1£69. This stamp uas net used on 
this cover originally. The 30¢ on t his cover is rather silly. This cover originally was 
a stampless, \'1hich did not weigh over t ounce and it ,-ms sent unpuid rith 8 decitnes due in 
France, uhich \iaS about 15¢. If obly 15¢ was due in France l-Thy do \-e find 30¢ was paid 
in the U.S.? This is ,mat makes the 30¢ 6tamp on this cov r quite ridiculous. NC\'1 Orleans 
postmark of Aug . r (1869). Nevi York black p.m. denoted unpaid, dated Aue 14 with a debit 
to France of 9¢. This met~t it went American Packet to England , thence to France. 

Cover No. 16 - 2¢ to France. Unsealed printed circul ar to France from New Orleans ray 1, 
1861. 15 dec:ilnes due in France (about 28¢ U.S.). This is an e){ample of U. S. stamps used 
in the Confederate States of America, as Louisiana a.t tpat time vlaS a £le:mber of the C. S. A. 
On June 1, 1£61, the P . O. D. of the C.S.A. took over the operation of t he postal service. 
I endorsed this cover as genuine. 
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~~. Nelson Po La Ganke, 
CarneJ,t"i(> Hall, 

1220 Huron Ro~d , 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

Dear Hr . La Ganke: 

April .3, 1955. 

I am in receipt of yours of the 29th. 

The cover is quite unuoual .md if I cv~r run cross 
it I am sure I lIould not forget it . I note you state it was 
!!stolen in the mails . 1I Does this mean it waf' sent by ordinary 
mail or by reeistel'ed 1'1Llil? rio doubt you Dre frull-liar ldth 
the ".30 1851 Unit" and the "Ch:ronicle" that they issue. I 
think it would be an excellent idea if vou \'fould have the 105s 
publicized in t hat bulletin and if you have a phctograPit, I 
am sure they \1ould be glad to illust r'1.t e it . }w good friend 
Tracy Simpson of Berkeley, is t ~ e editor Dnd I knOll/' thAt he 
mms s everal similar covers . Had he kno\'m that this cover 
, .. as in the sale I am sure he vTOuld have bid on it . If you have 
a photograph you could loan me I i~-11 ~ake a cop,r and publicize 
the loss in my monthly Service Issue. 

If I can be of any assistance in any ... ·my please 
cOL1!1k"1.nd ne. 

'-lith my kindest rer,ards -

Cordially yours, 

, 



J 

~1',~a~ 

STAM PEaADE co. 
o 

CARNEGIE HALL - 1220 HURON ROAD 

CLEVELAND IS. OHIO 

Mr. STanley B. Ashbrook 
MAin 1·0909 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., P.O. Box 31 
Ft . Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

April 6, 1955 

I have your note of April 3rd. Our HI-HAT Catalogs are produced 
by the offset process, wherein the actual Covers and stamps are 
photographed and reproduced on a zinc plate. We do not have any 
photograph of this Cover which we can send you, other than the 
reproduction in the Catalog which you originally received and a 
portion of which I sent you with the last letter. 

The Cover itself was in a cellophane envelope, attached to our 
auction page , and between two cardboards and mailed in a 6x9 
envelope, by parcel post, insured .mail. When the customer received 
the package at the other end, he opened it in froat of the postal 
clerk and discovered that the Cover was missing from the lot. It 
was, therefore, obviously remvved somewhere along the line, 
between the time we mailed it and the time he received it. 

NPL:k 

Respectfully yours, 
} 

~;;U 
Nelson P. La Ganke. 
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eh 17, 1955. 

J'Ir. B. F. Evans, 
1009 S. 26th ft ... 

Arlinc..<rton, Va . 

Dear ~ . ::va.l'lS: 

He - yours ot tr.o 15t • • I sugcest th~t you 
advise 11at struaps you \fould C~ C fo'J." . _ to exavine. 
I "ill then acivi!"e you re<fa.rdi!lB th 1'oc. Ii' they 
re 20th C '!:.ury or of a c _ on v :'"'iety I SUtiecst. 

that y u send them 'GO the .xp¢. Co1IllJittee ot the A. P. t:' . 

I am not sure that I unc erstc:m your query ro­
gardin "U"lused Patriotic ... . " Such items are v 1'Y 
common and ha.ve v-ry little value. I cnclos several 
d.th compliments. I suppo5e a dealer wO'lld c' urge 

5¢ or lO¢ apiece for such ito~. ~hese s~c ccve~s in 
used corYlition with stamps do ha:.;-c value. Have I 

red your query? 

Very truly yours) 

., ... 4 
. ,~ 







looq S'. ~G, ~ ~. 

~ · 'f-' lfci:. 



I-ir. B. F. Evans,. 
1009 South 26th St . , 

Arlington, Va. 

Dear .lI'. Evans: 

5, 1955 . 

H~rewith yOUl' 5¢ 1857 and the covers 'Contained in yours of the 1st . 

Your 5¢ lS57 is the "Hc~" or '-That \ e fomfJrly called the Indian Red 
yf;ars ago. It is a very clooo I!lD.t ch to one of n:w refErence copies which I am 
ep..c . n3 and l'lhich ki.'1.?1y z'cturn . 1.ay your copy alongside of mine and I 

.... t ~ . you will are the celors nrc tl e rar::e. I mounted my copy on the card 
l-~ 1 months ago to show a friend v:hat the "Henna" ,·ms like. You will note 

~ stated thc.t ny color was not the ultra- fine shade of the Henna as it 
comes in a much reddm- color . lim ever, the la.tter is scarce and worth consider­
ably more than catalogue. I regrot thnt I do not have an exanpl Rt pre. ent . 
I never express an opinion on values, but I would be tilling to ell my copy 
for $60. 00. I believe it i8 sound in eVG1¥ particular. Your cop,y is cut into 
at top and appears to hafe sone da"lace er the "EN" of "CEHl'S . " 

He - the 3¢ 1857 covers. While I did not examine each one carefully, 
I think all arc the Type II not the ,/28A. If I uel"e you I "lOuld buy a v(rtical 
pair or e vertical strip cf three - then you can see very plainly what the 28A 
looks like. I believe I have a nice vertical strip of three that I can offer 
you @ $10. 00 provided I can find i t. 

There is no fee for the exar.:tin~tion of ~rour 5¢ 1857 but you can re­
imburse ne for the registered posta e I have expended,to you and return. 

Very truly yours, 



·Hr. B. F. Evans, 
1009 South 26th St . , 

Ax lington, Va. 

Dear l1r . Evans z 

lcby 7, 1955. 

Than.l{s very IT.uch fer yours of the 4th vnth the fee 
of C5 . 00 for the 51;~ 1$67 cover, \lhich I am returning hcrm<D_th. 
I have authenticated the cevor on the back, and c..,,<pla.ined the 
rate. 

Frior ~o Janua~ 1, 1869, tho reBistered fee had been 
20¢ but on that date it \las reduced to 15¢ . Tbis is a Reay stamp'ed 
enifelope" first issued ~_n .Julj-r 1870. The date of your cover is 
"Jan 7 , " 50 the use I:'.ust have been 1871 or 1st r . I doubt if it 
was later. ?he regi-tered fee remained at l5¢ until JanuDry 1~1B74 . · 

As I noted on tho back of your cov~r, this i8 a very rare 
use and I believe that nw authentication on tho back \'1ill tldd more 
value to your cover than the fee I charged. 

1:.3y I assure you that I had no intention of nak:tng any 
reference to you in row last letter. 

\-lith my kindest !'eeards -

Sincerely yours, 



HOWARD HAMMON~-J' R ARN ., M.D. 
OLD A. NUTTING M D 

AUSTIN W . LEA, M:D.· . 

JOHN H. CARR, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE GLENWOOD 4 ~245 t 
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THE 
FOREST CITY 

CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
MORNING AND SUNDAY 

SUPERIOR AVE . AT EAST 6TH STREET 
STERLING E . GRAHAM 

PRESIDENT 

PUBLISHING COMPANY 
523-529 SUP E RIOR AVE., N. E. 

CLEVELAND NEWS 

CHARLES F.McCAHILL 
SEN lOR VICE PRE S IDENT 

.JOHN A . VA N BUREN 
VICE PRE S IDENT CL EV ELAND 14.0HIO 

EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY 

SUPER10~ AVE . AT EAST 18TH STREET 

April 1, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thcm~s, Ky. 

Dear Stan; 

The Dr . really seems to know his C'-3.1ifornia history anr I am glad that 
the covel' was of some use to him . It always seemed to me to be a good idea 
to let people who appreciate a cover more than I do to bive it to them. This 
sentence seemed to stalt out alright but it sure enrled up in a mess . I hoee 
you let the thought 0" it . 

Th; ngs are a l:.:i t dull here, at least in a phil1.telic sense, as nothing 
'"las turned up lately. I imagine that the collection yO'l have been working 
on is a dandy '>-no perhaps I might- be sable t o buy a stamp or two out of it . 

I trtl t that both you and Mrs . Ashbrook are in goon health and that you 
missed the floods d01'I'11 your way. Best wishes . 

Sincerely, 

D. K. Grieve . 


