
Scrapbook 34 Oct. 18, 1954 to Jan. 11955 

1. Roger Weill re 15C 1869 cover 

2. Jack Molesworth 1C 51 P14- 5C47 D.T. 3C61 Pink 10C 57 

3. John A. Fox Re. Circular 1d Sl dated May 11851 

4. Roger Weill Re: Hawaii cover Harris sale 

5. R. Delapierre Re SC New York Plate of 9 

6. Harold Turk re Confed dated JAN 63 

7. Paul A Young Re Early Date CSA 2C Brown 

8. Sol Kaplan Re C 1856 

9. H.A. Appleby LONDON RE De la RUE letter 

10. John D. Pope III Re 5C 47 cover to PARIS 

11. H.S. Cole re:1C 1850 10C 47 and 10C 47 Bisect 

12. M Jamet Re 10C 57 Cover 
13. F.W. Bohle re: Miscellaneous 

14. E.e. Krug re 5C 47 Cover to France RE 5C 47 cover 90 RI 

15. E. Jaeger re Two Covers error in Rating 

16. D.N. Mcinroy Re Sd 56 Henna? Re 10C 47 Green black 

17. Marcel Level Re Steamer 10 
18. Walter Senchuk re 5C 57 Red Br 
19. Geo Alten re Re ld Book cover Re: Valentine cover 

20. H.J. Lemley Re. West Plains Mo Cover 
21. E. B. Jessup re Hawaii Covers 

22. M.e. Blake Various 
23. Mariner's Museum 
24. Raynor Hubbell 20 Green BISECT 

25. Kenneth E. Hammond ld 51 PilE 

26. Millard Mack Cover to Spain 

27. L.L. Shenfield Bisect 20C Green Steam 10 

28. Jack Molesworth 5d 47 90RI D.T. 10C57 ld Pl 4 

29. Phil. Foundation Re 12C51 Bisect N.O. Re 2C B.J. Bisect 6C69 

30. Henry Hill re 12C 57 Cover Re 5C56 V.S. 5C 57 

31. Geo W.Linn A cover to St. John N.B. 

32. Dr. O. Bacher re: F.L. from S.F. with 12& 51 Bisect 

33. Lee Chadwick re: Fake 24 C 61 

34. Lester Downing Re Stampless 

35. Dr. A.R. Davis Re way Re War Rate 
, 

36. H.G. Duckworth Re lC 51 
37 Ezra D Cole re Fake 10C 5S Cove Re Fake lC Sl Type I 
38. John A Fox Lincoln Cover 
39. Perry Fuller 2 lC 1851 
40. J.G. Fleckenstein 30C 1869 cover 
41. Gordon Harmer re ld Sl Ocean Mail Cover 
42. Jack Molesworth 1d51 96R4 IC lC 51 Types- 10C Pink 
43. Chas. F.Meroni re:confed cover thru Mexico 
44. Dr. Jas J. Matejka Jr. re Sitka Alaska cover 



45. Van Dyk MacBride Re "Due e" Cover 

46. D.W. Mcinroy Re: 5C Providence 1C 57 from J.M. 

47. CE. Miller 1C 1851 1C 1857 

48. Millard Mack 3C 69 cover to Victoria 1C 69 cover 

49. Henry A. Meyer Miscellaneous 

50. Philip G. Rust 24D 1869 Cover 

51. Philip G. Rust 10C 55-57 - Type IV 64L1 

52. Adolph Steeg Re 12C Geneva NY Bisect 

53. Phil Ward Re Franklin Institute Award 

54. Stanley H. Wright 1C 51 - P13 Crack 

55. Jack Molesworth Re 30C 61 S.M. Cover 5d Taylor from Peru 3C 57 to Hong Kong 

56. E.C Krug/ E.D. Cole Re Lots in H.R. Harmer Sale London 12/6 

57. Dr. A.R. Davis Re N.Y. Circular mail marking 

58. Henry K. Jarrett re 5C N.Y. Blue Paper 

59. Raymond Weill Re 3 Od 1869 cover 

60. Robt A Siegel re 1C57 Type IV "Louisville & Cin S.B." 

61. Philip H. Ward Jr. Re 90C 1873 cover 

62. Edgar B. Jessup Re Gerber 7R1E Ex. Colby Herst. 

63. M. Jamet re 1857 cover 10C IV 5C brick 

64. CM. Phillips Jr. Re: Miscel. Covers 

65. Henry Meyer, Jos. A Herbert Jr. Re Covers with Fake "7" 



TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 

MEMBERS 
AM ERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS' N , LTO. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H . WEI LL 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

October 18,1954 

Will you please expertize the enclosed 1869 cover. If you find it 
to be good, it might be worth cleaning up a bit. Please see what you can do 
with it. Include expertization, etc. fee when returning. 

rgw:lc 
enc. 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

~weil1Co, 

/ 



-• 
1r. no r G. .• ill, 

407 Royal :t. , 
Nell Orl 16 I • 

D" r.o r: 

'Via 

l5¢ 
ully 

Oct . a" 195/~ . 

Umon d-i r c~ 101/, 

of c 1St. I h ~ 
nuine in all r -

er-

~orth G.,....,..", ... Union .::..V;:i:;:...::;~=--::;;;; ¢ r "'isterod. " 

Engl 

i t red letter to Au tria a orly Cl 1870 is quite 
scarce item. 

11' f for the above is 3. 50 which includes r turn r _eistcr 
poo ta e . I have endors th cover on the back as galUin • PAID 

'1th bvst 11ahes- NOV -1 1954 
Cordially your , 

P. S. - If you b u ht 6103 in th recent Harris sal a.nd you still h v it, y 
i s e it? UBp ct the tamp was dd ~ . 



RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 

MEMBERS 
AM ER1CAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N,LTD. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. ThOJ:nas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS [6, LA. 

October 25, 1954 

We were surely pleased to read that you found the 1869 cover 
alright. Thank you for giving us so much information abo~t it. 

Enclosed is the Hawaii item from the Harris sale about which 
you inquire. We would be very glad to have your comments on it. 

rgw:lc 
enc. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 



Hr. Ro er G. eiJ.l, 
407 oyal St., 

Ne.'i Orlen ~ 16~ La. 

De ... r oger: 

Nov. 1~ 1954. 

Thanks or your ... of the 2!,th with check for 3.50. 

It is 

as 

i jurt mw personal ~inion 
cause t e t e u.1d h b en us d 

I en 1.0 e photo print (Jo. 1) - F..xhibit A - of a .,tl::lI1pless cover 
\,Ihich belongs to Henry r - This ever h d any s tamp a I de a p' .oto of it 
by ultra-violet to see if by any chance n tamp h d been roved. This us was 
Dec. 13, 1854 - J • 1, 1855. I also enc10 e Print No . 2 - This is a fake photo­
graph - I added a p ncanceled tamp to thi cov r to show how such cov s 11 v 
been (1) faked. You may retain the. e prints if you wish. 

ltr kind t regards. 

Cordi~ yours, 



J'..l!l.~. 
~.l!l.J\. 
Gr.Gr·~·l· 

3Jurk 1£. floirSluortQ 
Philatelic Deale,., and B,.,oke,., 

102 ~enrOl1 ~treet 

~06tou 16. ~u66ndlu5ett5 

November 4, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. shbrook 
p. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Dear Stan, 

Gr.~.J\. 

J'..~.J'.. 
~.;N • .,f\.1l.$. 

My thanks for your return of the 5¢ 1847 and 10¢ 1857. I 
shall look forward with interest to your full report based on the 
photos which you have taken. The position 90.1 certainly looked 
o.k. to me. 

I hope that you had an enjoyable time visiting Stan Jr. in 
Norfolk and that he enjoyed and found educational his work cruise. 
He is uite fortunate in getting such travel in along with his 
Naval tour of duty. 

Enclosed is a cover with about the richest PINK that I ever 
had the pleasure of owning. I therefore presume that it is a "pigeon 
blood'l and am sending it along for your confinnation of this fact. 
I would appreciate your signing the reverse with whatever comments 
you feel appropriate. 

iIi th best regards, 

~ MOl~rth 
JB /pWN 



J'-1P-~­
~-1P-J'­
Q!_QL.~-1!-

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P .O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky 

Dear Stan , 

Jack iE. mnlt1iUtnrt~ 
Philatelic Deale,. and B,.oke1" 

102 ~earoll J&treet 

~Ollitou 16. c#lRullilliurqulliett!5 

Q!_~-J'­

J'-~-J'­
~-~-"'-1J-JJ-

November 5, 1954 

Enclosed is a beautiful l¢ 1851 strip that is susposed to 
be position 83, 82 , 81 14 , the latter a type III and the other two 
Type IlIa' s . 

1 would very much appr eciate your checking the plating and 
the types and also and especial l y checking it f or soundness as there 
appears t o me that it may have an internal cut or two . tt least , dipping 
in fl uid sho-wss evidence of same . 

'dvise your fee and I shall r emit promptly. Special 
Delivery ai r .ail reply would be appr eciated . 

~i th kind regards , 



lir. Jack •• 01 sworth, 
102 Be"con t.f; 

Bacton 16, I 5. 

Dear Jack: 

llov. 7, 1954. 

Heretdth th On Cc:mt 1851 strlp of thre as per your of the 5th. This 
strip i fro t 14-1 and the typ a ar s fo11O\ s: 

III ": IlIA IC 

S e l'!\V One C nt book, Vol. 1, eh on g 234. This gives the three typ s as, 

III - III - IC 

but this i an error as $2I.l~ i a Type nIA r ther than a III ll.... the bottom lin 
is not broken in this strip. I enclo a photo ap of the strip duly sirned 
on the back. John Fox d c-:-1bed S3L4 as a nIA in th Lehr.mn sale. It i not 
a fin Ie but r th r a fair exarnpl of th :t unc talogu typ., mich is so t 
rare. 

I €Xamined the strip un1 r l!tV binocul r but failed to note any damage. I 
also put it in tetra mld the result a the som . It appear to be in perfect 
condition, and therefore a very rare trip. ~ fee for the examination and signed 
photo aph is 4 . 00. 

Re ardinC th lO¢ lS57 'l'ype III ffiich you ent me this p st leek. I am now 
enclosing a photo print that I made by ultra- violet. I believe t at this is a 
cleaned copy but I am unable to prove oy suspicion. I note what lIlB\Y be denc-
as for example - on the nose - blurr marlte at bottom under th rtTrt of TEN - alao 
in bottom margin at right .E. of the "S" of "CEl S. II This green stamp is easy 
to clean and to 1 ave practically no tr ce and men this hap ns ow can we ove 
a suspicion. The above is the best thut I can do so use your own judgement . Uy 
advice lid be to pre ent the facts and sell "as is" rather than to offer it as 
an unused copy. It" fee, includine photo print is 3 . 00. 

Regardi the 5 1847 which you submitted. T is strunp is the 90Rl double 
transfer - th re i no doubt about that - but ap rently someone attempted to fm­
prove the appear ce b,y retouching. At 1 ast that is ~ impr sslon. I nclose a 
ph 0 print heretdth of your stamp, alao in a separate en lope three prints and a 
diagram of the D.T. • Th left ir line of your "'tamp pp r" too strong, 
it has the appe ranc of retouching. The blackn sa of the ink dmm this line may 
be due to "oxidation. II If this is true a bath in p"'roxide mi ht bring out the 
brown. Please return the three prints and the diazram, after ou have d a 
car ful comparison w th the print of your stamp. Incidentally, this iagram was 
made years aeo and does at show all of the doubling, specially in the two e "5. II 
V fee for this amination is 3.00. 

V'ith regards - Sinc r ly yours, 



lOV. 7~ 1954. 

ir. Jac E. l' 1 rt, 
102 D nc'"'n t." 

Bo ton 16, .. 
f D Ja 
, 

~ f e on thi i 5.00. 

v ry truly our , 



173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park. New York • FL 4-4636 

AUCTIONS· APPRAISALS. RETAIL. WHOLESALE· STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. '!hOlll8s Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky' 

Dear Stan: 

October 20, 1954 

'!he enclosed cover puzzles ae! I know it can't be and wonder what is 
wrong. I guess the printed date on the circular. Yet, in the contents ot the 
circular 1851 is used again. Thought you would be interested in looking at it. 

With kind personal regards to Mildred and yourself trom Virginia and 
me. 

Sincerely, 

JAFsew 

New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943 



r Jo!m: 

to 
r trip" 

him. H iF n 
Destroy r . 

. C 

• Y. 

d 

s 

Oct. 23, 1954 • 

.,.. 

t to Viroinie. you • 

r 



MEMBERS 
AM ERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N 7 LTD. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

Tt:LEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

November 5, 1954 

Since you are skeptical about the genuineness of the Harris-Hawaii 
cover returned in your November 1 letter, we are going to send it to the 
Foundation. I do not think they would have any better information than you, 
but unles s they certificate the stamp as being genuinely used on the cover, 
we are going to return it to Harmer Rooke. 

Thanks very much for giving us this information and also for the 
prints. Kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 

rgw:1c 
Bf?o-oA-



.ir. 0 er G. Teill, 

D r Rog : 

407 Royal St., 
Or),; 

Iy kind st r ros. 

Jov. S" 1954 • 

16, La. 



TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 

MEMBERS 
AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASStN,LTD . 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

ROGER G . WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

January 12, 1955 

We have just had a report from the Philatelic Foundation about 
the Hawaii l3f dk. red on cover. This was lot 103 in the Harmer Rooke­
Harris sale of Oct. 4, 1954. You had previously doubted the genuineness 
of this cover. The Foundation has declined to give an opinion and this just 
about confirms your findings. We are returning it to the auctioneer. 

Thanks very much for the information regarding the Columbian 
stamps which are stuck together. We are still a little hesitant to attempt 
to monkey with these blocks and so will first try to sell them as they are. 

Best wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 

RA¥rnond H. Weill Co. 

rhw:lc 
~~ ~-



EXPElir EN PHlLAm.1E • PUBLlClstE ~ 4- EVALUATIONS· EXPERTISES ACHAT· VENTE 

N E (2 li ») 11.49.89 
TEL E P H 0 qnea 12.68.46 ORGANISA TEUR 

Banque de Bruxellea (rue du Lombard) 
Reqlatre du Commerce Bruxellea 4141 DE VENTES AUX ENCHERES PUBLIQUES 

Adresse telE~graphique : «BALASPHILA ,. 

EDITEUR EDITEUR 
DU • BAtASSE MAGAZINE » DU GRAND CATALOGUE c WILLY BALASSE • 

ENCYCLOPEDIE ILLUSTREE DES TIMBRES DE 
BELGIQUE ET DU CONGO BELGE 

REVUE ILLUSTREE D'INFORMATION 
ET D'ERUDITION 

In 'i IL.-
--------------

Editeur des albums de luxe: ALBERT-ISABELLE et CHARLES-QUINT 

BRUXEllES-BOURSE, LE October 20th ,1954-
54, RUE DU MIDI 

I • Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
..., P . O. Box 31 
33 1. Ft.Thoffi&S Ave, 
F0rlT TrlO!- ~ 1\ . Y. eU . S . A. ) 
======================== 

Dear lr.Ashbrook, 

I·fr . Klep , being ill for the moment, cOillIIlunicates 
me our kind letter of October I3th. - ir . Klep askea me to answer 
to you, untill h is health is quite all right again , and he will 
then answer to ,our real interesting opinion on the plate of 
nine of the 5 c . New- York.-

What I know is that 1 r . Klep doesn ' t ~ a 
full sheet of nine .- tie only is in possession of a photograph 
of it , but als o a reconstructed plate of nine in brown.- I think 
those items come from the States . -

I take this occasion to congratulate you of tnt 
most important place you take in the International Philately and 
especially for your wonderfull books on the I c . and 10 c . of the 
I85I-57 issues .-

With my kindest regards, I am, 

Cordially yours, 

; LAl-' It..H.RE 
R~dacteur en chef du "Balasse Magazine" 

LES PLUS HAUTES DISTINCTIONS AUX EXPOSITIONS PHILATELIQUES NATIONALES ET INTERNATIONALES D'EUROPE ET D'OUTRE-MER 
NOTA, - LES TIMBRES EXPEDIES A VUE RESTENT NOTRE PROPRJETE JUSQU'AU PAIEMENT INTEGRAL DE LA COMMANDE. 



?~. R. Delapierre, 
% Willy Balasse, 

51;. Rue Du adi 
Brussel.ls, BJ .. gium 

Dear 11I'. clapierre: 

Nov. 13, 1954. 

Thal'l~,(s v ry much for your ki.YJ. letter of October 20th . 

I can i hly ree l'l'Ir.1end to you an article that has just been 
publisll(:,~d 'by esteemed friend, :.r. Clarence razer of 11e\,1 York City. 
It is a paper t'l twas rea.J before the 111\ entieth American Philatelic 
Confress,1I Saint Lo is, fo . - Oct. 22-24, 1954, and entitled, tlNew 
Jork Postmnster!fs t.inature Plate of Nine . " Papers read before the 
Congress have beal published in book form and a cOIJIJ @ '3 . 00 (plus 
posta. e) JIJaY be obtained frOM the editor, John D_ Pope III, 1;4 St . 
James Court, St . Louis 19, Mo. U. S. A. 

Sincerely yours, 



LAW OFFle ES 

HAROLD L. Tu R K 

26 COURT STREET 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 

TEL..EPHONE TRIANGLE !S · 2303 



./ 

, 

LAW OFFle ES 

HAROLD L.TuRK 

Dear Mr. Ashbreok: 

26 COURT STREET 

BROOKLYN,N.Y. 

TELEPHONE TR IANOLE 5 - 2303 

Nov. 5, 1954. 

I have your letter of Nov. 2nd as to the 10¢ 
Confederate States #11 with dated cancellation ";AN 20, 1863." 
I enclose it for your examination. 

I note with interest your comment that there is 
"something wrong some'-There" and that "we know positively" that 
the stamp was not issued prior to April 1863. In my many years 
in professional and public life I have learned that one can never 
be absolutely ppSi tlve about anything, especially in the f 'ield of 
research into events occurring almost a century ago. 

During the past six months the enclosed stamp was 
separately examined by several experts, the last one a friend of 
Mr. Lamont Hall whom you may know. Each of them concluded, as 
you have, that there was something wrong somewhere, and two of 
them expressed the belief that the cancellation date must have 
been a "mistake" on the part of the postmaster who stamped the 
date. But all this is idle speculation on their part. I may 
add that in each instance the expert who examined the stamp 
o~fered to buy it. However, it is not for sale. 

I have stated the facts merely to acquaint you 
wi th my experiences thus fa.r with the stamp; and I will very 
much appreciate your valued opinion.after you have ex~~ined it. 

Very truly yours, 

HLT:os 



, , 

no • 8, 19 • 

l-1r. Harold L. Turkl 
26 Court st., 

Br klyn" I.Y. 

D Mr. Turk: 

e that you dl.l 
r t to back 

up sta.te nt. I b i v you lill ffud con1"inrtion of s T' jn th Dietz 
book on the po t hi tory of the Cont erat St.t of Arlerica. other 
stat nt t at "ao ethint ' rOllB ooewhe n took into 'C nsider tion ev ral 
POs ihiliti "viz; 

fraudulent . 
plain noueh to positi ely be sure 

(1) That the canc ing 
(2) That th year loco 

it read "1B63. " 
(3) In th event th r logo lfn actua.lly "1863'1 its us 

in 1864 or 1865. R gardi this f ature. The 
South rn post offic appal' nt did not po S 8 ear 10 0 er 
1861 and 80m of th U5 d th 1861 logo thru 1862 and 1S6S. For 
exampl J the office at Sumter, S. C. 

I enclo a photo raph of 'Q. 5 1 61 gre n ohm i a pas t dat of 
Sumter, S. C. on Jan. 9, 186 . This atanp ,-( s not issued until October 1861, and 
I rdght add tha.t students of Confeder t postal histol')" are qui po itive of 
t his fact . 

Kill<iJJr return th print . 

I am return your item her ith and I Till 1 t you be th j as to 
wbeth r you beli ve it com s un er any of the th e cat gories thnt I cit bove. 

I note tha.t you 5Ubmitt the it to s vera.l experts but .f:r. Turk I tru t 
that you dll forgiv it I mcpres the opinion th t it w uld be a v ry incom­
petent exp rt who uld il:nagine for a minut that this at ~p could posGi bly hay 
b en ue in th month of Januar.y of 1863. I r gr t to stat th t I h ve n r 
h ard of 11r. Lamont Hall. 

uq I thank you very kindly for a nding th it to 
• 

Sine y your ~ 



LAW OFFle ES 

HAROLD L. Tu R K 

26 COURT STREET 

BROOKLYN,N.Y. 

TELEPHONE TR IANGLE ~-2303 

~. 10 t' 7[--/ , . 



PHONE TYLER 6·8719 

80615 GRAND RIVER AVE. 

stanley B. Ashbrook 
P . C. Box '31 
Ft. Thomas, Ky . 

Dear Sir; 

DETROIT 4 , MICHIGAN 

Oc t. 28, 1954 

In the current issue of "stanps" P1a~a"'5.nf! rqad your 
request for any infor~ation concerning an purlier postnarked 
date on any vonfejerate general issue . I have a copy of f8 , the 
2¢ brown red postMarked ,ay 3 , 1863 from lichQond , Va . The item 
is on a piece , not an entire , but I have every reason tb believe it 
authenti c_ For several years I have intended to send it in to 
Scotts as the first knOHn date they list is also Lay 8th . 

If you are interested in seeinij it let ne }~novi and 
I shall be glad to send it to you , as I believe it will advance 
the earl i est l'nown cancel by 5 days . 

Very truly yours , 
Paul 11 . Young 



I'(t£',. 1'/ As J. D,v," /I .s /VCC£SSAn"Y; ..r 

WO vj.,.j;> 1../11'£ -Tv /(A/o"...,- YO 'N( A"v/1J. Y JI4 

AF7"Crr t"iA.M/;V/.".,,' 1"7'. 
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• 

My dear Lady de Hoghton, 

11 0 B'l.mhill Row 
E.C. 

Oct .20th .1864 • 

In answer to your telegram I have the pleasure 
to enclose you a collection of Confederate Postage Stamps-, 
A The yellow ones marked A are very scarce indEed and 

fetch 10 francs each stapp in Paris-they are printed 
from Plates we sent out at the ccmmencement of the 
War in the Nashville. 

'B Blue Five cents are also very rare- they are printed 
in the Confederate States from Plates we furnished 
the Government. 

C Blue Five cents are from a Specimen sheet of the same 
plate printed by us before we sent out the Plate 

D&E Are not so rare as they are the Stamps produced in 
the Confederacy after our Plates.... were worn out. 

I hope that you will be able to realize the few stamps 
I am able to send you to the advantage of the poor 
Confederates I only wish I could send your Ladyship more. 

I am. My dear Lady de Hoghton 

Yours faithfully 

W.T.De La Rue. 

The Lady de Hoghton. 



r 

lr. • A. Appleby'. 
26 ~u.rfolk Rd. , 

Barnea~ 
London S.' • 13 .. 

Dear • ppleby: 

ain ~ thBllke. 

NoV. 

land. 

Since 11' your" . 



3~· -4 - ( 

Nov. 19, 1954. 

ir . r-r. A. Appl by, 

D 

26 Suffolk 0 , 
Barn , 

London S. 1.3 , 

• • n1. by: 

ns • 

land • 

.. 
I not that y u dth t 1 1. . • H rmcr .... irn for 

0. p riod of yearo, BO ~ tondering if thc~o io any trut in 
tory that c to 1!W ..,tt~nt.~on lC~contly. It rao to th 

effect thnt duri! the b tz, the pr ':'0 OJ of the De L 
firm were bo.mbed end th ir r ·cords oc tt red fm Tide in 
th otrcet . That th pub- ic pick d up n itcos:u ud ng n 
lot of "proof II of Confederate stamps as lell 0.0 staIlps of I:umy 
countries. Last pring a b r of di proofs of the Confed rate 
5¢ De La Rue ~ re off red at cticn in N York . 'rh r roo a 
rumor that theue c e fr m the catt r d cords. It all oundo 
very improbable to me. 

Again thanks . 

Sinc r y your , 



• 

~ • l. A. Appleby, 
26 Suffolk Road, 

Barne , 
London S. • 13, 

land. 

De r Mr. Appleby: 

Oct. 2,3, 1954. 

I uas ry kind of you to advi m of your Confederat cover ·dth use 
from North Caroljna on April ll, 1365. I doubt if this could be class d 
as prob bly th latest use ();L th 5¢ Typorraph bUt still such is possible. 

I hav not t t ptcd to compile a r cord of the latest uses known of 
in ividual st mps. 

It mi t int st you to learn th t in recent months a v ry :important 
discovery '1[8.S made. Durine the ear y part of the liar bet n the states 
a vessel from En, land and loaded wit. supplies for the Con! deracy was 
seized by U. S . war ship and taken to the Port of Philadelphia. Among 
the cargo 1 s a larg shipment of po ta e stamps from D L Rue d a 
printing plat of th 5¢ Typo - plate of 400. R c tly that old plate 

s diacov red an it has b en cleaned £IJld prints struck which ill 
shortly b offered to coll ctors. 

v .ry truly yours , 
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1-1r. John D. Pope, 1111 
% Koenig & Pope, 

818 Olive St., 
St. Louis 1, }(o . 

Dear l.fr. Pope: 

Nov. 9, 1954. 
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J-1r. H. S. Cole, 
Willow Hills Lane, 

Box l77C - R.R. No.1, 
Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 

Dear fro. Cole: 

Oct. 15, 1954. 

Her ·lith th l¢ 1851 as p r yours of the 14th. You 
quite correct. This tn is frOl Plat 4 (IV) and it is a 

Typ III - top and bottom lin s broken. I would not class it as 
a fme copy, but rather "nice" or "good," not tnking into consid­
ration an;y defect such as acre e or thin spot. This is a "B" 

relief tamp and ap rs to be 16L~. See diarrllll1, Vol. 1, pa e 234. 
n this diagram l6L4 is list d as a IlIA, but thin was an error. 

\ For relief comparisons see Vol. 1, page 232. . 
• 

This stamp is dirty and if you acquire it, it might 
.prav d by a b th in v ry hot ter, carei'u.J..ly' b shing it on 

a clean white blotter. It is not dvisabl to use anything li~e 
oap, etc., tho h bath in tetrochloride might help, E..t 1 t 

will not ham the blu ink. 

Th re is no fetor the above but you can, if you wish, 
reir.lburse ne for th return postage. 

I am wondering if you would be interested in a cover 
that I have for sale for II client. It has a pair of the l¢ 1851, 
plat 2, 2312 - 241..2. Stamp 2312 is t e big cr ok fron P "te 2 as 
per Vol. 1, pa e 195, Fig. leE. This cover has in addition, a 3¢ 
1651, 5~ rate to France from New Orleans in eptember 1656. I 
consider excnples of the Plat 2 crack on COVE'r quite desirable. 
Th pric is 75.00. I dll be lad to submit it :if you '\ ou1d care 
to see it. 

Sine rely yours, 



i 

1 

l.fr . H. S. Col ~ 
Bo 177 - C" 

Rural Route No.1" 
Cincinn'ti 27, Ohio. 

Dear ir. Col : 

:love 4~ 1954. 

Herewith I am enclosin y ur lO¢ 1847 with th red town postmark . 
I made a v ry thorou examination of this copy and I p1e d to re rt 
that in ~ opinion this is a p rf ctly sound specimen and genuine in ever:y 
r spect . I mad cn1:.r photo rap by ultr -viol t of th front" d the 
back and found no evidenc oJ. the removal of any former canc lation. Furl r~ 
I plated the stamp and foum it is from 32R on the 10¢ pl tee I noted a all 

rk in th right foot of the ri ht IlX" as per diagram her dth. Evi ently 
this ~rk is not consist t on this position a I ha~ no for.mer r cord of it . 
It nay be a sl ht misp1 c ent of 60 e of the black ink, surely not a con­
stant plate marking. 

It i P rhaps possible that this tamp u ed from Cincinn tie 
I enc1o<"e two stwnp1ess cove of 1849-1851 an one is a "JUN" u e, as p r 
your tamp. The 1 tters of the stampless re sitnilar to tho"'e on your stamp 
but a bit different 50 perhaps the stamp was used in some other Ohio city. 
ote the "0" on your tamp. Ii' you wish to retain these t 0 st pl ss ~ the 

charge is 1 . 00, other'ise just return th to me. 

Further regarding your lO¢ 1847 cover th t I exanined thi week and 
found genuine . For your infonnation, thi cov r was in the sale of the "John F . 
Seybold" - (Syracuse ~ N.Y. ) collection, bieh was sold by J . C. Morgentho.u & Co., 
New York on rch 15, 1910. It was Lot 42 and \'la described as follows: 

"Right vertical half used on letter cancelled in red New Haven, 
June 7 (1851) , the amp like\.fise - las cancelled in red and cov ring the cut . 
These vertical bisects are much r: rer than t hose cut diagonal. 1/ (unquote) 

The sale rice was 30. 00. 

Evidently the cover was purchas d by a well-known collector of that 
period by the name of Hawkins and when the I Ha.wkins collection" a old by J . C. 
?brgenthau on Nov. 11-15-16, 1910, this cov r was Lot 7 . It was described as 
follows: 

"Right vertical halt ot 10¢ black used a:s 5¢ (29B) on 0 ginal from 
New Haven, June 7, 1851, and it b r this cancellation in r , the stamp also 

cancelled in red, v ry fine, v ry r e." (un ote) 

The sale price w s 36. 00. 



{ 

. 
,; 

2 - }~. H. 0 . Cole - Nov. 4, ~954 . 

Th collection of th lat t phon Bro m \.ar. sold t auct on in 
N ~ Yorl" by Harm r Rook & Co., on Oct . 30 to Nov. 4, 1939. In that ale 
this COy r \ ... Lot 219, d as described 6 follows: 

Th sal rice wa 310. 00 an th i chol 
San bria, a U York -cal r of thc:..t • 

To eom 1 t th lip digre , " I not th:t th cov r Lot 8 in th 
sal of th Lehman call ct 'on by John • Fox, h ld on Oct . 2 h , 1954. 

Very truly y ur , 



H. SCHUYLER COLE 
WILLOW HILLS LANE 

CINCINNATI 27 , OH I O 

w~ stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P . O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr Ashbrook ; 

Nov 7 1954 

Thank you very much for your long letter 
re the two items that I brought to you. 
I had purchased the lOt bisect at the 
Lehman sale as you know , and wished to be 
sure that it was completely sound . The 
10~ '47 with the red cancellation has now 
been added to my collection. 

I am attaching my check for $10. covering 
your bill , and returning the two covers 
herewith which you sent me to compare with 
the lot '47 cancellation . I am glad to 
have seen them. 

I enjoyed meeting you , and would like to 
return when I am not pressed for time , as 
I was on Wednesday . 

Again , let me thank you for your kindness . 

Yours very truly , 







· / ., .. 
MAURICE JAMET 

tImbres ancIens 

10, Rue d'Alger 
PARI S 1~~ 

Opera 99-46 
C.C.P.PARIS 4485'S\ R.C SEINE 819.\81 

Dear Mr Ashbrook, 

Paris, the 22nd of october 1954 

Mr Stanley B. ASHBROOK 
P.O. Box 31 

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 

~~!!!-!~~!:!~~.!.-!~. 

(Etats-Unis) 

Thank you very much for your letter of october 5, 
and for the expert 6pinion you gave about the U.S. local "Boyds Express" 
My customer was very s.tisfied. But I must say that he was really 
delighted when he read your letter giving the details about the brick­
red strip of three and lOcts strip of three you returned me some weeks 
ago . I think you have made a photograph of this item, I should be 
very glad to have one. 

I am sending you to-day a cover belonging to the 
same customer, and which is also very interesting. Would you kindly 
give your expert opinion about it? Thank you in advance. 

Concerning the colour slides of U.S. stamps, I did 
not heard before about the law you mention, and I am happy you have 
a permit to make them. I think your idea is very good of sending 
only the transparency. I think I can manage to mount them in Paris. 
Would you please write about the quantity you could send, so that 
I nrrange to have dollars in U.S. in order to pay you. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 



t 

MAURICE JAMET 
tim b res anciens 

10.Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
e.C.P. PAfHS '483-61 _ R.C.SEINE 819.181 

Paris, Ie 22 Octobre 1954 

Mr Stanley B. ASHBROOK 
P.O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 

FORT THOMAS Ky. ___________ L ___ _ 

(Etats-Unis) 

POUR EXPERTISE.-

Une ~ande de 3 du 10 Cents vert dentele U.S.A., sur lettre 

Frs:45.000.----------



Nov. 2, 1954. 

lI' . .zurice J ru.let" 

10 d IAl er, 

"ris, 'ranc . 

Dear • J t: 

s P 

sign 

Herewith I am r turning th(' U. ' . 10¢ lS57 cov r 

your of th 2-?n~ of October. As r ouest , I h v 

eame on the back. 

111 fee i 3. 00, which incl 5 r turn postaro. 

Regard the olor slid s . I have just r turned 



5·5~ 
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Dear Mr. Bohle: 

Oct. 13, 1954. 

<--

I have your s of the Sth and if you will 
forward Lot 31 ' to me I will make a careful ex­
amination and ' forward to Harmer. I noted this 
item but at the time did not consider it might 
be fine enough for you. 

~..,:,I.~ ,(~4/4 L,,H;., e-u/~ 
/ ~ #V ~ /, ~ '/0 ~ , / Sincerely yours 

v - 7~ ... l"? '4.r ;t 
4. 4 -" ~ -wpl,. £-tA~ 
A~,., .(,. ~.: 9-. ~ _ 

STANLEY ASHBROOK / ' • --.J-- '-r' h 
P. O. Sox 31 ~#r . a.,uyL-d,"- Ld ""~~fd ~A.-f' 

33 N. ft. Thomas Ave., /7 A /,;J~.~ PV t<-7 -' :c..1V,.,tr 
fORT THO~AS. ~Y. P sf·u-v ~ ..,~ ~",. .i-u...v . . 10. a 

---



VIAAIRM 

Mr. F. W. Bohle, 

5487 Kales Ave., 

Oakland 18, Calif. 

-



f)otSt ®ffict 1Department 
eceived from: 

.. PO 18-6P31G-l 

. . . .. , . 

ATIONAL MAIL, 

POSTMASTER . 



VIA AIR 

to/t,. ,5fan/~y p. R-s?6rooK 

p. O. !10)( JI 

)' /YO/IT} Tf, T70mqs live. 

Torr TJomos " Ky. 
Return Recc,Pt tfet!uested 

FE~ PAID 
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.flo. F. , '. Bohl , 
54 7 Kal s :ve., 

Oakland 18, Calif. 

De r Mr. Bohle: 

H re\d.th I am returning th pap re contained in yours of the 
19th. I hardly know mat expr sion to m.a.k oth 1" than the foll dne - I 
don ' t kno anyt about the Stolow firm or hi bout~. K e.Y, ex-
c pt thu.t ev ral of l'l\Y • t t fri nds r eW' York do not h:v any r 
gard for th an r fu to hay any de in with them. It is pression 
that they e of forei origin ~ e a v ry slick outfit . I do 0 

trunt th· t your d alings with th will prove atisfacto17 rut I b i v it 
ould be advis ble to proc d dth a bit of caut· on in th futur and try 

and mak a thorough an inve .. ti ation of th b or any furth r d alines. 
I mqy be wrong of course but pffer t is advice in good faith . 

Regard the fees ch rged b.1 th Expert Committ e of the 
Philatelic Foun ation. It is rry opinion that uch c rtificat are absolutely 
necessary and that surely you ,rill find they exc lent inv stment . It 
is r al insur ce, nd an insuranc policy is an excell nt mv at nt in c 
the time ever a iv 5 for it to payoff. A buyer should be furnish ,"Uh a 
clear title to a.ny property he purchases and a valuabl atamp lith assurance 
of genuineness dll enernlly command a hi 1" premium" the latter no doubt in 
excess of th cost of the insuranc fee. 

I note th t the StoIa firm does not a ree with ~ 0 inion on a 
90¢ 1 69. I have forgott about th cop,y and probably do no h v photog ph 
of it 0 ab ut all I. can tat is that I hope my exa.min tion m.s not in error. 

As you do not 0 e 
that I found :in your letter. 

, I am returnine a t n doll 1" bill 

l~ • A .... hb ok a I will b a: a:g from ho 
ar driv dawn to llorfo to s our son return fr 
on a U. S. Destroyer. He is an Ensign in the Navy and 
since last ~rch . 

n1l of n w ek llS 

roun -the- orld cruise 
e haven ' t .e n him 

Naturally I will be much int r ted in any nC\1 dev a.o nt. 

11th ev ry good wish -

Cordially yours, 



~. erson C. Krue, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South, 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Dear Em: 

Oct. 22, 1954. 

Here are the two covers as per your of the 20th. I think 
the Harm r cover is a v ry beautU'ul tamp and cov r - "'tamp is corr ct 
color and impression for n us in J.iarch 1851. Everyth:1.n is in 0 der and 
regula.r for th period, red H. O. grid - red Paid, etc. I sign it on the 
back. 

The oth r cov r has a copy of the 5~ ' 47 double transf r 90Rl. 
This cover was in the Brown sale and lot as noted - bought by Souren 
~O.OO . I feel sure that Ezra ' s price is okay. I enclos a photo print I 

mad in 1939 of the stamp and the Baltimo rat tamp "5" u ed to cancel 
the stamp. 

I noted the erro ~ in the Harris sale c~talogue so I put down 
the names of the buy,rs and omitted the prices as I will get a corr ct list 
later on. 

I believe Rust stated t at the cover with the lO¢ 1847 with a 
two-line, "steal! ~tI (to Canada) had a memo on the back, "From the Krug 
Collection. II I do not think he intends to send it to ~, but if he does I 
will advise you lter re arding it . 

Re _ Lehman 1;95. I hove alr ad written this up at lenrth in l1\Y 
n • Service. I described the Knapp cov r . Lehnan paid 500. 00 for this 
cover in the Fox sale - A. P. S. Convention 1950. This is really an extremely 
!.2:.!:!! cover. Search your cata.lo es and see if you can rim ~ - yes , there 
is one in the Rust sale but where else? (tl1O 5¢ ' 47) . I note the covers tho.t 
you purchased in the Harmer sale of the 18th and that you will end t em up 
after we return - fine . -

Aeain re - Lehman 54. Search your auction catalo es an see 
hm, r.lan;r 5~ and 10¢ 1847 covers you can find with stamps tied by r d towns 
right on the nose, like lot 54. No onder Lehman paid 250. 00 for it . Note 
Lot 185 - Emerson sale nov. 16, 1946 - a single. fasn ' t the price170•00? 
(off cover) 

I have your other letter to nswer. 

Recards -
Yours etc., 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham,5,Alabama. 
Sunday, Nov. 14, 1954. 

Here is the cover we discussed over the phone. I hope you 
find it O.K. for it is one of my best 1847s. Keep it until you are sure 
if you decide differently. 

Sincerely, 

~. 

Enclosed 
Lot 24- Sale of H.R.Harmer 10/18/54 
Cost Bid $90.00 
5% EDC 4.50 
SBA 5.00 

$99.$0 -Registered for 



ir. erson C. II" , 
3008 - 13th v., South, 

Binninghao, Ala. 

lOVe 17, 1954. 

H r rith your 5¢ lSI. 7 cov r to Uant , 
France from Uet Or1 ana on 1.1. ch 1" 1 51. I run 
pleased to cpo th t th i no question in r:w 
mind but m t this cov r is enuine. I av this 
a I!X) t thoroueh tin tion thi stomp \ 
or inally as aee it . ec sc t i tas G mi r 
and becaus the t p is in on unusual po iticn I 
j t ant to b ab olutel sure. All th test 
th tIe sh b 0 aqy doubt th t the red rid 
on st and cover tb SaIle red ~ t I •• 
postmark. 

Re arose 

Yours etc., 

• 

/ 
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Oct . 17, 1954. 

Eucene Jaeger, 
'4 Sumner Avenue, 

Norwood (Elmwood 7) , R. I . 

Dear Mr. Jaeger: 

Here are two photographs that I thought you would like to 
have of cove e in the com:1ng Fox sale· of Oct . 28th. 

Lot ;04 - 5~ u. f . internal from N. O. on Jan. 19, 1857 - New 
York Feb. 1 - This ha the IIG. B. 4OC. " It is the earliest use that I 
have recorded of this transit m rking, in fact , the only coy r with it 
in nv records of the first quarter ot ISS7. It must have been an error 
in rating as this was a double paee letter (blue F . L. ) . Note the due is 
<;>nly "5 decimes. " 

Lo!: 214. H. S. of :3 ot the 5¢ 1856 canceled by the large 
Boston "Paid in grid. II Letter inside is dated Boston 22 Dec 1857 -
French receiving is "4 ,tan 58" on back, in blaCk "Boston Br. Pkt" "Dec 22}( 
Red British 1858' " JA 4. Two French With "58" This was Lot 68 Emerson 
Sale of Oct . 19, 1937. Lot 2470 in Knapp sale of ~ 8, 1941. (Sale Price 
~25. 00) . 

I believe that it is odd t.hat this has the "G B IF 6Oc" mark. 
I believe that BOston found this was over 1/4 oz., hence bill it as ,,~ 
pal " with a debit of 116" - (pen to left) . The French Due in pen 115 "16" 
dec1Jiles . I consider this cover r ther u1'lUeUal but umoubtedly enuine. 
Do you see ~ reason to disa e? 

l1ith kindest :re erds -

Cordially yours, 

P. S.-Keep these prints for your recor • 



. 
J 

., 

Mr. stanley B. Aehbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, ~. 

Dear Mr. Alhbrook: 

October 20, 1954 

I received 7Our. of th 17th and was indeed plealed to hear from 
you again. Thanks very much for the Photo •• 

Lot 134-The 51 u.s. by Brit.Pkt. i. OX but GB40c elld 5 should then have been GB-1Jl60c 
and 8 the latter be1llg the rate aa per Franco-British Treaty for Britillh Service 
from the U.S. The 40 & 5 rate wal for cro.1 channel Service and would have been 
correct if by AD. Pkt. to Ingland. It ii, in mf opinion a bona fide error and you 
have your choice: lither an Am.Pkt. took the letter for 5¢ instead of the u.ual 211 
or it wal marked wrong on the other side. I don't think it weighed over 1/4 os. 
Fbr this and the next lot please reter to my letter of April 25, 1953 commenting on 
the "Paris Information" aleo your Photo ot the Athen •• Ga. cover. 

Lot 2l4-The U.S.-French Treaty did not rule out other waYI of mailin«. Your theor,y 
that :Boston found this to be over 1/4 oz. and debited France 61 makes the 16 due 
normal. bo.t the 1J60c should not be there and I believe !o.ton would haTe marked it 
"Short Paid" or whatever mark they used for such mail. 

On the other hand and in spite of the 6 Debit it may not be a )'rench Treaty cover. 
I believe that eomewhere along the line it was made a British Mail aubject making the 
lJ60c and 16 perfectly normal in which caee prepayment was more than .nfficient. 

I have no doubt that both covers are genuine but show excusable errore in rating 
which during this period ~ be expected,by both the PUblic and Postal Clerks. 

As a point in proof I enclose 2 COTers which I recently discovered. lor Dl&1l1' 
year. the Antique Dealer who had the Dr. Tobey correspondence had kept back a large 
number of covers with the 1/- em~bo.sed stamp. moat of them cut to shape. 
I happened to be the lucq one to come &croes the lot and bought the 6 beat covers. 

I consider the one showing both Credit and Debit the most outstanding rating 
error of the U.S.-British Treaty period. I enclose copy of my analya1s and perhaps 
it would be tun forming your own opinion before reading mine. Pleaee keep theae 
as long as you wish a. you no doubt w11l want to take photos. 

It seema to me that we will now & then come acroa. covera,mailed during this 
early period, which are unulU&l and ahow error. in rating. By no means should 
wch cover. be condemned but we !DUat decide if the errors are reasonably excueable 
and if the marking. are genuine. 



. 
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A IDST UNUSUAL AND RARE COVER 

Liverpool marked it "ABOVE 1 Oz." and therefore the Postage should 
have been 4/ - or 96¢ as no Triple Rate existed at this time of the U.S.-British 
Treaty. 

Page 9 par.l of the Treaty Details clearly states: "Payment by the 
party of anything less than the entire posta.cre goes for nothing. The offices 
of exchange will treat such letters as wholly unpaid. II 

Yet, here we have a letter showing a lO¢ CREDIT to the U.S. and also a 
38¢ DEBIT again the U. S. 

both supplied by Liverpool and indicating that the 2/- paid in England was allowed 
to stand and that another 2/- or 48¢ was to be collected in the U.S. which was 
clearly against regulations. 

Also the ms. notation by Liverpool? of Paid 24 
unpaid 24 seems in error and 

should have been 48 in both instances unless the 24 was meant to be pence, the 
equal of 48¢. 

This evidently led to another error in the Packet marking which also 
should have been 48 instead of 24(¢) but it was the latter amount which was 
collected in the U.S. 

The cover below is the single rate of 1/- per 1/2 oz. 
"Paid late" indicates that another 1/- supplementary charge had to 

be paid to get the letter aboard thellASIA" because the mails for this steamer 
were already closed. 



Liverpool 
have been 41 - or 96¢ 
Treat7. 

~ I>ST UNUSUAL MR RARE CO .R 

rked it "ABOVE 1 Oz. " and therefore th Posta e hould 
no trip]. Rate . existed a.t t is time or the U. S. -BritiBh 

.. 
Page '9 pa:r. l or the Treaty Det8.:Us C1ea.r~ states I "~nt by the 

party oJ aJ\Vthing leso thhn th entir posta e oes tor not bini. The o!'tlc .. 
of exchange will treat such lette!"s as ,olly id. ft 

on by Uverpcol? ot Paid. 24 
un.pa1d 2I.t se 

both iJuIt eM uJi].ees the 24 was meant to 



• 

l-ir . Eueene Jaeger, 
34 Sumn r Av ., 

NOl'\10od 7, R. I . 

Dear • Jaeger: 

Oct. 22, 1954. 

As we are leavin t orro\"/ for a little vacation of about ten 
d~s I am returning the COy rs contained in your letter of the 20th. They 
are certainly v ry interesting. I studied on of th "e a 10 tin, fi ing 
th t the letter wa ov r on ounce d uir four rates, and th t cr dlt 
had en evidently iven for t I/O and a G. bit d on th oth r t"/O. But 
th!s s alc.ost incredibl y t t ere fas the evidence - II bove one ouncel! -

ad 24'" - lIunppid 2411 - r d cre t 10 d bi ck debit 38. No correcting 
or cros ing out of the red 10, etc. I h d never run acros any ch an it 
before and I con41ud my deduction a all ~o "t an that th re st b so e 
other explanation and then I opened your ttle nvelop" ~ d notic your ex­
plan tion. I did not kno what to malre of the manuscript trpaid 411 or the 
Boston 1124." hat se ed to distract was a credit 01' 10 OD a 48¢ ~ent 
and a debit of 38 on a due to be collected of 48 rather than 24. 

now for th oth r one. I figured that the sender thought it was 
over 1 oz., hence paid two r tea but that th Liv rpoo1 office r it las 
a si Ie, hence rated it as such. I note your explanation "lhlch is entirely 
ne\"i to me. 1 did not mou th re as a "Supplementary Mail ll charge of an extra 
rate at Liv rpool 1 hav no dat on such Service and charge, a will 
greatly appreCiate the favor if you can erill.ighten me. 

Thanks v ry ch fo'!.' your co:mnent on the t·o photo r phs that I 
C'ent you. I my rite you further regarding these after my return home. 

Do you mind if I show photo prints of y ur two COy r to nw ood 
friend 11a.urice Blake of Boston? 

lith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



.-

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
p. O. :Box 31 
Fort Thomas. ~. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

'Octo ber 30 t 1954 

Thank: you for your letter of the 22nd returning 
two covere. 

It you wish to send photos of these to Mr. Blake by all 
means do so and if he should expreee a desire to see the originals 
I will be glad to send them to him. 

Regarding the "Paid late" cover with the extra 1/- paid I'm 
afraid I cannot prove my contention that tfu1s was a supplementary 
charge and will have to withdraw it for the present. It may be • 
• s you say, just overpaid. I have been looking through the Robson 
Lowe postmark books bu.t couldn 1 t find much to support my theory 
although they did have some "Late fee" markings but little information. 

Perhaps there may be better information in the "Ship Letter Stamps 
of Liverpool" of which I am now trying to obtain a copy. I would 
l1ke to to know what the "Liverpool :r. R. 11." backetamp mean •• 

I will advise you it I should find anything more definite. 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box :31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dsar Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 12, 1954 

Thank you very much tor your letter 
ot the 8th and your etforts in regard to the :Brit18h 
Supplementary Mail cover. 

In the meantime the problem has been solved. My 
original snrmise that the extra 1/- paid was a late fee 
was correct and the answer was in the "Liverpool F.R.H." 
back.tamp. 

My investment of $1.00 for "The Ship Letter Stamps 
of Liverpool" by Alan W. Robertson paid off nicely. I 
just received a cop,y in the mail from the Regent Stamp 
Co., London, lllngland. The backstamp on my cover 18 
described ae followe: 

111.137-1849-64 Floating Beceiving Rouse 
"A small hut etationed on the South Landing Stage 
received letterB for the Mail PacketB to America up 
to the time of departure for an extra 1/- fee. 
(Outward mail. V. ecarce in thiB country) " • 

Dr. Bacher, to whom you wrote for information, 
will very likely confirm the above. 

Evidently such covers are quite Bcarce and I am 
glad the eolut ion came so quickly and eadly • 

./ 

ineerely yours 

/~~ 



" . 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
~ eotminster Stamp Co. Ltd., 

Lo n, 1. 1, E~'1and . 

Dear Doctor: 

Nov. 2, 1954. 

I lIould appreciate th favor if' you can obtain for me a bit 
of information. 

do ot 'ecq11 th t I have TO d hat t ere .~. such n 
t:! • o e.l.'VJ.ce. 

'ith reeards -

Cordially yours, 



• 

De r 

"'uric C. Bl.£lk , 
II (son St.; 

rookl h6, 

!auric : 

·ov. 16, 1954. 

Her e . rints of t v ry 
COy rs that belong to n Ja r. I. 

ion to n th s to you. 

ith gard -

Cordially y 

• 



• I ene Jac r, 
34 umn r "tV., 

Iorwood 7, 

Dr . Jaeger: 

Nov. 16, 1954 • 

T . . 

Yo rs of th 12th ree ived. 

I t ink y ur co r by the /; 
st interest' 19. ItPaid L ... te" ant P 

Letter Fee, and lis cov r s owe the fee 
extra stamp. 

. I am <:>e in! prints of the t· covers 
to <r. Bloke. 

Sine rely your , 



THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO., LTD. 
BA NK ERS: 
BARC LAya, 

P I C C ADILL Y CIRCU S . 
MANAGING DIRECTOR O . BACHER. O . PHIL. 

MEMIER B,IT IS H PH I LATILIC ASSOCIATION , PH ILATELIC CONGR ES. OF G RUT BRITA I N, PHILATELIC TRADER S' SOCIETY , LONDON , 

.M EkICAN PH ILATELIC SOCI ETY . COLLECTORS CLUB , NEW YOR K. 

LONDO N . W . t. 

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. POSTAGE STAMPS. 

TELEPHONE I 

GERRARD 

4900 

REGENCY HOUSE. 1-4, WARWICK STREET. PICCADlLLX CIRCUS. 

LONDON, W.l. 

Dear ~r. Ashbrook, Nov . 9,1954 . 
'l s, Britain had a service not./unsi?'1ilar,to 

the J . ~~1 . service in the USA . 
".Late letter fe3s" were c:targed for the whole 

country from 1790 on till 1840, payable in cash ; from 1840- 53 
orti~nal in cash or stamps;and fro~ 1853 till 1940 (abolished 
'J.rin~ the "Blitz") in stamps only . The fee was apparently al­

:Jays (say fro~ about 1840 on ) 1 d. for "late" letters from 6 p .m. 
to 7 p .m. and 6 d from 7 p.m. to 7.30 p . m. This service applied 
to all the .t'ort and Dock Post Offices . Liverpool had even a 
"floating" Dock Fost Office which, so far as we know, could be 
switched to the ships where it was nJeded. It was abolished at 
some time latein the L9t~ century. Some ports had also during the 
salT!..., rer:.od. moveable I'ost Box~s and letters -from suc'I-J. boxes show 
thp. harid-struck stamp r~l . B. or R . ~ . (.B'rench: Doi te 1" obile) . The 
boxes bein{~ in tl}~ docks at the "l'"ight places where the ships were 
due to depart fr,)!:', they provided a .kind of ::> . i . service without 
~~tra fee. IncidJntally, I b Ii eve similar bo~es still exist, e . g 
at -.>onthfll!lpton, when the" ueens" leave. 

lou Jill not that a flat fee was charged , 
irrespective of the required pre,ayment of postaee on the mail 
pieces c0~cerred . APd the service was nation- wide . let after 7 . 30 
p . !'1 . the eaT'J.e was nver and eitl:1.p.r the post boxes had to be used 
or next day's opening to be avaited . 

On oing ·nt~ the matter, I am again impressed 
by th~ practic~l b,nius of the Jritishers , Th~ wh01e procedure 
is sirrple, unif0rrr for ~h .... whol ... c0untry , easily understood and 
applicable by all conc-=-rned on both sides of tlte counter . 

Personally I do rerrembcr The late letter fees 
7hen 1 tonI{ mail to Xo one ooP t h e two "alJ- night open" l- . 0f fices 
in London dur~n~ th~ war early in 1940 (the oth~r on~ is Head 
L)ff'ic, at .r ir>g gdwaitlJtr . ): they always c lar~ed m 6d extra on 
eac~ register .... d l,tter I handed in , hp.caJse I arrivAd after the 
-:heat Jr . NO"N th~ allTnight service at b0t h }Jost Offices is free o 

, and , i t 8t.:a · ~ 
L 0:5 t'll n~t t e~s 
tn.ink t'Jr~e~, 1S 
reached wi tYAin 

W1is bJine a sea- faring nation mn a small i s -
- . ~port§ r gab din 

" . v~ce versa . After a ll I do t 
th~~ ~sland vhere the sea cannot beo 

~g~~a.s 
cordially yours 

UJI i) ~ ,~~lJ 
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Dr. • Bacher, 
Ueutminster ftamp Co. Ltd., 

Re enqv Hou e, 
1-1. orwick C't., 

London, 1. 1, England. 

Dear Doctor: 
. 

, 

Nov. 16, 1954. 

Thanks v ry much for yours of the 9th with the data on the 
late letter fee mail. I enclose a print of the cover that pro~pted the 
inquiry. I do ot coll€ct incomi for ign rate covers such at this 
and n€v r have - in f act, have never aid v ry much attention to tl em, 
hence I don't know whether a cov r such as this is scarce or not . At 
first I thought it was an error in rating, that is. that the addressor 
thought his letter was over 1/2 oz . , hence paid two rates but th~ British 
0. 0. (Liverpool) found it was not ov r 1/2 oz., hence credited the U. S. 
the single cr dit of 5¢ and Banton had marked it as a single paid 241. 
Ho' ever, this was a ULate Paid" fee and paid by stomp, what we call a 
"Sup ementary" 11 - at Nm'l York .. 

If you ever run across any items like thi, will you pI aee 
1 t me see t em. ' . 

l'W friend Eugene Jaeger owns this cover and I am taking the 
liberty of sending him a cop,y of your letter. 

Thanks very much for the return of the binder with f!Iy "Special 
Service" /issues . It arrived yesterday in good shape. 

rith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



Mr. l~urice C. lake, 
11 son ft • ., 

Brookline 46, :.rasa. 

Dear Haurice: 

av. 24. 1954. 

I have 19th. 

R - a use from S.F. on July 1st, le51 of a l2¢ Bisect. To me, such a use 
woUld not be rth consideration. From all the evidenc that we have, no 3~ staD1P8 
we e r cej.ved in Callior ia until I, t in September of 1851. 

anama sailed nth the U. S. i1 for Panama. 
~-:-::~=-:-~ 

but was delq d. }.fail carried bore "JW 1" 

jJ i W 5 by tl u, S . Columbia.. This mail arrived 

Ie - th photo prints that I sent you of th two cov ra that belong to Mr. 
Eu" ne J aeeer ~ 

1) From Liverppol. ABB. l6. 18!>1. PAID LKt'E. Con ratul"tions. Your ~ie 
is undoubtedly eorrect and is in accord with that of l-!r. Jaeger. A very :1nterest.1ng 
cover and one tha.t fool d J e completely. 

2) From Liverpool. Nov. I. 1851. First recardin th British Y'at· • '!he 
~~""s~en~de':':r::-"-::pa~';';:~~s as a oubl rate, i.e., over 1/2 oz . but not OY r 1 oz. Then the 

clerk e1gh it and found it eighed over 1 oz.~ h nce required an additional 48 •• 
On the 2/ p id he gave the U. S. a credit of lO¢ (2 x 5¢) and on the unpaid 48¢ he 
charged the U. S. with 38¢ . Of cOUTse, this was TO ,a there as no provision for 
a credit and a ,debit on arw single lett r. The letter if ov I' one ounce, should have 
been rated as entirely unpaid- with 4 rates due (4 x 24- 96¢) and a debit to the 
U. S. of 4 x 19¢ (16+3) or 70¢. I doubt it' knm who mark d t is "Paid 24 .. Unpaid 
2/" or Paid 48 - Un .aid 48." It the clerk ave the U. S. cridit for t110 rates (2:1:5), 
be also ~t have had in mind that two rates er unpaid, hence hie debit of 2 x 19¢ 
(,38¢). It looks to e like Boston r ted ttli as ~ at Providence u indicated 
by the Boston postmark in b~ with a "24." It wasqu!te evident from the stamps that 
two rates had been paid in Ei1gl8.oo, so on wom ers why Boeton thought anOlJher rate was 
due, when there \of no 6 uch a t h ' as a triple rate? If Boston foum the letter did 
not weigh over 1 oz. then ~ Use a pctJ tmark that would indicate to ProVidence that 
24¢ was due? Mr. Jaeger suggested that th "Paid 6lt and UnPAid 2l,t" did not refer to 
cents but to pence a.nd this appears to be the correct solution. 

Again re - tn manner of ratin at Boston. 

1) It tliat oftice to the letter eighed over 1 ounc t . en it appean that 
it snoUld have marked it a6 tota.J;ly unpaid ' with 4 rates due or 96., and the lO~ credit 
ai1d 38¢ debit should have been cr\Ossed out. 

2) It BQston f~und the le1~ter did not eigh ave 1 o\1ACe it should have used 



, , 

• 
" 

t2. Ifr. Haurie C. Blo.k , llov. 24, 1 54. 

a. red ut th 38~ ~it. 

you' u.rt :r c nt • 

'th • 

y ur , 



Yr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

::)ear Stanley: 

11 Mason street 
Brookline 46, ss. 

Iovemher 26, 19.4 

It is onl, a hypot~ctlcal g to attem c corr~c t 
( swer to n erro. r rating such as the markings on the Jaeger 
cover from Liverpool Nov.l, 1851 seem to be. 

However, I think Mr. Jaeger did , 11 to question 
hiz ovm suggestion that the ms. Paid 24 was applied"by Liverpool '"?" 

Un " 24 
Ithough as we have all suggested it would seem that this should 

read 48 in both cases and also accorQingly t e Boston acket 48, 
that is too easy and unsatisfactory an explanation of the matter. 
r. Jae erts "ulle ~he 24 was ~eant 0 b cnce, the equal of 

4 ¢I iv 1 renious, but it ha dl f'lls the bill, not 0 1 because 
the Boston P cket is 24, b t also because the .ngli~~' at vrite 
24 penc in that manner . 

is 

Se er loz. 

L'pool{ ') no veT loz. 

L' pool(b) OVE 1 Oz. 

not over loz. 
As the ~nd nr. r ting 
~d not ignored the 2s . 

in st prJ Bast n, en 
re~u~ing he no+ over 
loz. C? ing, ol~o,ed 

which t least makes mathematical b n~e, 

Rate 
2s(48t) 
2 (48t) 

4s( 96t, 

48¢ 

aid 
2s(4)=3t, 

e'l')t 3801' cl'pdit 

kept 38¢ 
~b' ~ 

7bjl 
aid 24 

• cc't~ 
2x19,t- 38¢ 

cr dit lOt 
debi t ,38~ 

Unnaid ~4 rrovid~nce 
2x5¢---~ 'ce t b\ U •• 

14t to t. r. 

suit, recognizing one 24t rate re a 
from ~h'c ~e .s. C0 ,. y,e~) :tv u lOt fo~ t ~ , 
allow ri ain on the accounvJ.ng books ~ e rema nJ.ll 14t WhlC 
the cc pted 2401' .aid g va Britain its h r~ of 38t(p us a 
of 24~ for the unrecognized econd Is. stamp} 

Even so, the ratin ~ seem contrary to ar.l, age 9 of 
the S eci '! Article" added a", Details to tne reatYJ but "p.OGton i ht 
no elete or cr0~S t the previous ~ ;+;c C foit 10 and debit 38, 
though disregardin the on account a resc ling r the letter and then 
"'ubstituting the final "Paid ')4 as a mean of re 0 ving the Matter. 

Un " 2t!" 



t-

• 

f 
,(" 

J.-'f."" 

<PI A DST UNUSUAl. ID l!J\RE COVFR 

Liverpool marked it "ABOVE 1 OZ.II and therefore the Posta e should 
have been 4/ _ or 96¢ as no Triple Rate ex1 ted at this time of the U.S.-British 

Trp.aty. . 
Page 9 par.l of the Treaty Details clearly states: "Pa.yt!l6nt by' the 

p o, .1' of an;vthine les I:.han the ntire posta e goes for nothinB· The offices 
of cxch.a.nge ill tr (; t such 1 tter as wholly un id. tI 

Yet, her we h ';v' n lett r 

both cupplied by Liverpool and indic ti 
to stand and t at another 2/- or 48¢ wa. 
clearly o.eainst r gulationa. 

howin lO~ CREDIT to the .5. and also a 
38¢ EBIT again the U .5. 

th t the 2/- paid in En was allowed 
to be col.lected in the U.S. which was 

Also th ms. not ticn by Liv l? of P id 24 ! unpaid 24 seens in error and 

should have been 48 in both instance wilesa the 24 was ant to be pence, the 

equal of 4S¢. 
Thi evidently led to another error in the Packet s,rking mich also 

should ha"!C been 48 :L'I15tcad of 24(i) but it was the latt r unt "hich ,{as 

collected in the U.S. 

Th cov r b 10 is the G 10 r~t of 1/- er ~/2 oz. 
"Paid late" indico.tes that another 1/- 6UPpl tary ch r ee had to 

be paid to get the letter aboard th tl ~IAII becaus the mails for thi ste~er 
already clo .. oo. . 
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• r~U!ic 
11 

c. Blakcl 
on t., 

:er ok1in , 

urice: 
• 

Dec. "3, 1954. 

I hUov care ul1y not d yo oJ of '\.1 e 26th r - th Jaeger coy r~ :hat 
bother e i the llocript, 

Paid 24 
Unpai 24 

If go on the lppo ... .:.tio t is r f rr d to .cent , then it don' t nake s nse, 
because it fa"" qulte obvious th t -C;t/O shilling;,) had b en p id if the letter 
,. s cv 1 ounc I the. 10 < ... ore shilling uas due, ausllmin tht:.:.t the clerk 
theu ht su hal:" tirlf lIas pcroissi 1 . I n ,v r :w t 0 shill s exp d 

fl24" but .... 60 e n did intend this AS nco, then \fO \1 ul hav"" an elan -
i n. • 

e rdleso of this eo.ture, I t ink thi cov· i· ost inter stin o.s it 
s. owe th t the riti h clerk gave us ace it of lO¢ nIl:! then ch rgOO us th 
3e¢ , S~~ thO I have never be:Ole s n on a fo eign _nte coy r . 

lith reear 0 -

Cordially,; your I . 



. • 

, 

• 

r r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear stanley: 

11 Mason street 
Brookline 46, l:ass. 

December 6, 1954 

In reference to yours of the 3rd re: the 
Jaeger cover, I do not see how the "Paid 24/ Unpaid 24" 
taken as 24 nence {48¢} explains the BR.FACKET 24 BOSTON. 

The basic difficulty is in the interpretation 
here givdn on this cover of the Treaty details. Normally 
the two Is. stamps should have been disregarded and the 
letter considered as wholly unpaid when scaled "ABOVE 1 Oz.", 
with application of British tota.l debit of 76¢ and Boston 
96¢ to collect. Houever, the fact that one British clerk 
had accepted the letter at i-loz. by applying the credit of 
lO/CENTS may well have made an exception to the wholly unnaid 
rule, because as a postal error the whole 90¢ should not be 
charged against the correspondents, much as a MISSEnT letter 
in the U.S. was forwarded to correct destination without extra 
charge because of the _ostal error in transmittal. The second 
British handstamp of 38/C?NTS debit indicates that an exception 
to the wholly unpaid rule was thereby ~~de, allowing both of 
the Is. stamps and claiming the debit for two more rates over loz. 

This form of exception was further corrected by 
the "Paid 24/ Unpaid 24'. Al though the line at left of the 
script brace might be considered as related to the hands tamped 
"ABOVE 1 Oz.", it rather seems to extend from and belong with 
the BR.PACKET 24 BOSTON. I do not recall any Liverpool use of 
manuscript "Un ... aid", but this term is otherwise known at Boston. 
Consequently, it follows that the Boston office applied another 
form of exception to the wholly unpaid rule Fhen a postal error 
or change in scaling was involv~d, namely allowing a single rate 
as prepaid by "Paid 24", but disallowing the additional rate for 
-i-loz., hence"Un" 24". as shown by the BR.PACKET 24 BOSTON. 

It was not necessary for Boston to cross out the 
British c::edit lO/C~rTS or the debit 38/CENTS as pos~ters 
had been 1nstructed that t ~ese accounting figures on foreign 
lett~rs were to be ignored beyond the port of entry. • herefore, 
Provldence would collect only the Eoston 24¢ as a penalty, to 
be apportioned either lO¢ for the U.S. and l4¢ for Britain or 
quite possibly all 24¢ to the U.S. 

. ., All. of which above is highly hypothetical, but 
st1l1 rea11st1c, 1nasmuch as the British of!ice had not ruled 
the letter wholly unpaid by claiming a debit of 76¢. 

Sincerel~C. ~ 



• 

• 

• 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. l't. Thomas Ave •• 
lort Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 27. 1954 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 16th and Dr. Bacher's 
cOllll1ent also yours of the 24th and ncloaures. 

I return h rewlth Mr. Blake's letter to you. I hope I am correct in assuming 
that your reply to him was an xtra copy which I may keep. If not. pleas let me know. 

Your reply take, care of the rating error cover very well and I believe that 
Mr. Blake will agree that the 24 pence instead of 24 cents version il probably the 
mOlt logical solution for the 24; due ]oaton po.tmark. 

A, to your la.st paragraph on page 2. yes. I surely agr e that the Ixchangfts 
honored each other. ratings. In my collection of covers from China to the U.S. 
via Mars ille' I made a notation .ome years agp that wh.n.ver the British Ixchange 
made an error it was accepted by the U. S. ~xchang. who simply added the U. S. 
charge. and let it go at that. I have Bach covers to prove this but have never 
.Ien a cov r where the rating wal changed. AI to the Debit II or Credit s I'm eur. 
they considered them untouchable becau'e they would throw the accounting out of 
balance if any changes wer made. 

I might go out on a 11mb and say that in the case of the"Abov. 1 ozr cover, 
Boston. with perhaps a rignt to do .0, might have collected 96; from addr ••••• 
without diltnnbing the other figures. AI it ia the U. S. lost 4; on the d.al 
not to speak of the .xtra 24; they might have had if correctly marked 48; due. 

Your Frisco sailing dates brought to mind a cover I have had for a long ti.e 
but never got aroun' to sending you. I .nclose it herewith for your inspection 
along with my delcription done years ago. 

EverytlDle I read this I wonder if the 29 was really an error or was applied 
purpolely and that p rhap. 29; was paid just to be on the eafe side. Of course, 
it is eal11y possible to mistake a 29 for 26 when picking up a handstamp but why 
wasnrt it th n cro •• d out. The sailing date I got from Rowell's articles in 
STAMPS 1938. 

I note in the Liverpool bookl t by Robertson that they had a 1/2! handstamp 
us.d on covera to California under Art.5 of the Treaty but have never s.en an 
example. They also had handatamps having reference to Art.2 and Art.10, of the 
Art.10 I have a COver showing this but don't know its meaning as I have nev.r 
read the actual Tr.aty but only the "Details" which also is full of article •• 

I pr.~e the Treaty may be found somewhere in the Congr.ssional Record. 
and hope someday I'll get around to reading it. 

Again thanks. and best regards 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 

ovember 19, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. shbrook 
• O. Box 31 

::fort Thor.l9.s, rentucky 

Dear S tanl c.v: 

I s elad to kno\"l by your letter of the 7'th tha.t the 
price or 50 . proved satisfactory to the forr'1er owner of the pair of 
3c 1851 Ii th 110 v York ae.s.n ~T:.il postmark . 

I ncte t.l2.t your records show th~t t c: "CreEon" n~ iled 
fro G .. F on July 1, 1853 £IYlC. thct t e 1854 July 1 s:"lilins was by the 
"Golden Gate". ~~~ ?~ige just wented to be sur~lest by some me ns 
a l2~ 1851 had been ~irited to S .. ~ .. in tine for a first d y use on 
July 1, 18flll I ll,)lcLr 'lhat vessel saile' on that date and on July 1, 
1 5~ . 

puzzles , 

(1) 

thank you for the two rints with J eger l1error in rating" 
;hich c me wi th yours of the 16th to- daV e 1 y tentative gue, n: 

From LiverDool Au~ . 16 , 1851 
ms . "paid late" accounts for the second 1 shilling "'tamp, 

compar ble to "l f'uppl6I'lentary ma.il charge, so th3.t the late 
rk~ are correct for a Eingle letter not over ~oz . , viz . : 

5/cents -Red- r . credit to l-.';). and R. \CTG':'/ ID/24-1 d­
t N. Y. with no Qostage to collect "It _rovidence , R .. I . 

~rom Liverpool ~ov. 1, 1851 
J .. et ter franked with two 1 shi:!.ling stamps scaled at OVE.I ~·oz . 

but not over 10z. and accordingly double r . credit l0/cents- e 
SCD-lin, of letter revised by landntamped "AJ30VD 1 z I ;; i th Pte 
Ill" and clor-'s ir..iti-ls in 8cri.t.Jt , and accordingly 1e aU_8 
'a to o' er loz . "faG half unp:::dd <Unoun t in to 48,e' of .':[ i ch the 
r. .0. clai:Jl1ed y black debit Ii~:r'}: II~R/cents". 

~roTIever , the Boston incoming foreirn mail office eit er did 
not comprehend the Bri tish IJ1[ 1'1-':' gs correctly or did not accept 
the \/eit:;ht as over loz., e!'ro~t:;; r'U (lly in ei ther case m rk Lng the 
c over in sc it" ... ~id 24/Un " 24. If fle ri t 1. h m8.r'rin s nd 
" :B VB 1 Oz . " were accepted, Boston shonld h8,ve r ted the cover 
, aid 48/Unpe id 48" and instead of Br .s.'AC ~T p(,)srn J. /t")4 -El'-
used a 48 in black, for 48~ collect at ovidence to cover the 
Br. 38d' debi t and 10,.,' U .. S. interna of the m"'Ja i d half of the 
total 4s. or 96t rete. n he th r h~nd, if the Boston ofrice 
sc~led the letter not over loz., then ston should have crossed 
out the" B"TI 1 OZ.II qnd the "~8/cents" and mar ked the cover 
wi th red En . PACKET! \ID/48 ful'"'vr :n:'epaid to ovid nCb. s 
Boston did not correct or del te t s ~ritish marks, it beems 

robable that the Bas on office was at fault, or letter 
nrepaid by t'IO Is. stamps could not correctly be 1'" ted at oston 
" aid 24/ Un aid ?-4" . 

[hat din. lr. Jaeger 

Sincerely, -
conclua? ~ 

--------------------------~--------------------------



D c. 1 , 1954. 

Mr. E 

• • 

Dcar ~. Ja g r: 

Your" of t 2'7t rec v d. 

Later 
I did n eee to ind one co r and enclo e it her lith - a use in July 

1853 - Note the odd "PAl 11 and "26" - the 1 tter leoks lil'e :f2G. " I alao . 
elu e several. photo rints l/i1ich please r urn. llote thnt S. F. had special 
postm rk for mail to Fr ee lith "26 PAID. " . 

Furth r ref errina to yours of the 27th. Y a, I ant u n extra co of 
II\1 lett r to ir. lake, so it need not be r turm:d. 

I agree with y ur sugg ~tion on your G{)ver to ron nee, "Above 1 oz.," 
that Boston had a right to collect post e hieh incidentally wcul not have in­
terfered wit 1 th British acco ntinn-. 

I do not reeali eei" a ' cove fro t3in to Californi rith a handstamp= 
cd paid of the equivalent of 29¢, that is, 1/221 ho ever in t connection I 
have nev r c Uected forei rates to the U. S. - all fro . As ccn"'e uence 
have no kno ;ledee of the nwrkines , rarity, c. ll::.t"'""f"Tli ht evaluate a 
01 scarce mi pt b ite c~~on place. 

e - the In t ragra h of yoU! lett r. 
U. S. - British POotal Tr oty of Dec. 15, 1 IS. 
.believe I obtained the photostats fr m th Co 

Uith kin est r Berds -

I au r rr 
I h v copy 
e ~ional Librar,r . 

Co. . tllly your , 

I 





Lor :2.1+ 
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Oct. 21" 1954. 

lor. D. U. :cInroy" 
16003 - l5th flv 0' S. 1. , 

eattl 66, ash. 

D r .1r. clnroy: 

1 56 ~ bot 
Yours of the 15th c ' i· cd nclo •. :nc t 10¢ 1847 and the 5¢ 

u.ch I rcl.urn her at" • 

Re - the 10¢ lS47. To my qye", this i ju t nice co of a l O¢ 
1847. I fall t note in l' n or nish about th lack:ink. If 

,th n d bt I am bit color-btl d on "gr eni h blacl . " 

C a ,in hi 1916 rticlc, did _i t in the colors of the 10¢ 
stOJ:lp a II cop er enish black I and he stat " quote: 11Th r to be tllO 
different printi that may fairly b d Gcribed s de p r nish bl ck D d 
dusty bluioh black. T 0", ro r.:1r an havin nev r seen ither on a d ted 
cover, I cannot t II at wh:t riod .hey u ed. :xxx or obvious r asons 

r Ridgw~ ' s li..,t is of little u hr . II (un uot ) . I p 0- it ras from the 
) above th ... t th S. T . S. listing r<3P taken. I nov l' c. lO¢ 1$47 th t I l"fOuld 

con ider cla sed as a r eni h lack. 1: ouch color in thin tamp c:;d.Sts I am 
not fmn:1liar dth it . 

Re - th I ce ainly 

'l'h r is no fee for the above. 

Re - A. P. S. action on I' son. The S ptembEr or Octob r A. P. did 
not contain arw notice of his expulsion. I wae advi"'ed in Au at th t he would 
be exp lIed . I h v ot ha arr:r furth r word . It seen'" th t tl ey act VEry slc)lo1 
in such ea cs, an I suppose the l' as on is that they fear libel suit . 

R - th u engravings that yeu ntioned" I do not recall. 
seeing the itens you m ntior.ed but your deser ption wa bit e g ' . I s gest 
you advise me of tbe reply you receiv fro \ 'ashington. It is possible they 
miEht be of special interest to Cl rence • Brazer. 

Ie ar 1 aving for a trip Ea. t on the 23rd and will b aw:y a little 
over a w eke After th passing of t t b d hurricane hav h d a bit of v r.Y 
fin fall weath r with a 10'" y t rday of 31 and a h€avy frost . 

l'lith best wishes - Cordially your " 
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l{r. m-cel Levy, 
Rue LaGarde, 

Parie France. 

D ar lfr. vy: 

Oct . 19, 1954. 

Roplytn to yours of th 16th relative to cover 95 in the 
coming Fox oJ. of ct. 2 1 . You r uit correct, thi r d oval 

rking originally int ed i'o1' unpaid i1~ and las an "origin 
c:.rking" inc1udihg th rat to b collect fron the a.ddr aa , l h n 

u ed on unpaid li. It ,ae ap i to mail that was ot d posited in 
a po t ffice but iled direct to a contr ct mail route steamer or 
steamboat, tl us not by a n n-contr ct lin , . 1 no ship or et atlboat 
e of 2~ . It came into use at er July 1 , 1$4.5, an ·th marking is 

knO'\'IIl on stamplews cov r and applied in red . In the ca e of Lot 95 
the strunper (a .... u cd m rely as a cancelation and the fllO" had no signi­
ficance oth r than to dosiL'l1 te th l~ate p id ae idenced by th lO¢ 
1S47 st81!lp. I have no positive evidence as to the exact offic wher 
it waC' applied, or lhether it was applied by a U. S. mail r ute ag nt 
traveling aboard o:n at run 1 trav l' on of the mail routes on Long 
Island Sound. It has been au ~est t at it was applied at J York 
City but I doubt thi b c use of the fact it i apprent1y v ry v ry 
scarce. 

Th Fax c talo do s not give th date line of COY l' 1i95 
but states the marking i6 in a "magenta ink, " ",'hereas the Knapp cov l' 
Lot 112301 u descr ibed as in "red oval. " This cov~r was dute lined 
"Boston, Mass., S pt . 1 , 1$4.7" and addressed to a tOl·rn in Pennsylvania, 
indicating it had b n mailed direct with a c rri r, the nattir of which 
is ullkno m, and transmitted to destination without a postmark. This 
might indicate it was pplied enroute b,y a rout agent. 

I believe the above 1'" a.bout all the data I can give you. 
Th Knapp cover sold ® 200. 00 but I :i.ma.gine th Lehman cover will bring 
close to 500. 00 because of the publicity it ha rec ived~ being featur 
in color in the c tnlogue, tc" etc. 

As you are probably awa.re, there 1u similar oval marking 
(red) reading "Steamer ~ . " I have a photoerapll of a cover with a 5¢ 
1 7 tied by this marking and incidentally it is address the sam a 
Lot 95 in the Fox sal , 60 I a sume that the latt r wa a double rate~ 
ov r 1/2 oz . , and l' uiring 10~ post e. 

Back in 1942 on Feb. 24, in the sale of the "Rust CollBction" 
by Harmer Rooke & Co., Lot 140 wa a cov r with t .5¢ 1847 ti by the 
red oval "STEAllER 10" and addressed to a firm in N York City. in both 



62. !4r. Marcel Levy - Oct. 19, 1954. 

Covere cited above the oval Ii rking was rep ted at left. 

I th you bl'ought up some nice points and I will use the 
abo dat in Jl\Y Nov b r Service Is ue wh' ch will not appear untU 
aft the Fox ale. 

Further . rch reve s that th Fox cover was also sold in 
a ox sale of ve • 6, 1950, Lot 121, but I r t ttl do not have 
th ale ic. 

erring to our former corre pon ence and th "Oce n tail fl 

cover photo print of rhich I enclo"'e h rewith. Sub.1 ct to our ap­
proval, I have old thiu cov l' to • uric C. Blake of Brookline, 
Ih 5 . 5 . 00. I did not t ink ! Should ch l' e h a greater pric • 
It was sold with the erstanding that if the price as not satis-
factory to you that he would return th cov l' to you. If you are dis-
datisfied with th rice I will ith l' obtain the cov r from h d 
return it to you or I will allmr you what er you think you should re­
ceive in mccess ot 50.00 and stand the los fl\Ysel1' . Ur. Blak makes 
a specialty of this m k and h wa a bit dissatistl d that I charged 
him as much as 50. 00. dvise me 01' y l' pl sur in th matt l' an I 
will act accordingly. 

H r th I r turni the other two cov l' b cau e I am 
sure th< t I couJd not obtain for you the prices you pc. • I wish it 
understood that t is is no reflection on ~ good friend Dr. Polland be­
cause I feel sure that he is better posted on the value of these cov rs 
than I am. I simply do not kno of al\V friend whom I think would care 
to p~ yeur cost prices. 

1·~ kirdest regards -

Cordially your , 



Mr. t'1 tEn~ey B. J shbrook 
"X,3 N. Fb rt 'TIromas A~renue 
Ib rt "'he: me B, yen +t d' Y 

2327 N. gEl.y-re Avenue 
Ch1.cago 35, Jl1~ no ~ s 
Eo vldm'):>e:r Ie , 1('1::4 

:r em ? ~t""enP.'er +'0 you, but Trone T won't be '" t.o +,81 

F'trrnr:e,-.. ., f J sey th8.t the enelOBed stamp has been 

cnseu8sed wtth 1\~J". Peu] C. Rohloff, w}-x) sUI0r.;ested t.."h..~t 

! co n tee t yo u and e.lso pe Y'!:-J. t t.ed me to use hj s nEtme 

es c. Meens 0 f ~ ntroduet~on. 

J V!(1) uld he ve r.Y ~ra t3 ful ~ f ~(o u wo uld e~ ve me yo UJ" 

c'pinton on the ene10ge0. s+,emp, a U.S. 5ci 1857, ~eott 

Cat. No. 28. I s it TncJJ e.n reo., henna red, or reel brown"! 

Also if it OOS been t.ampered wi th or repalred in any way. 

~~ 
Wa1 ter Sene huk 



• f , 

• 

Mr. 1 alter Senchuk, 
2327 N. S~e V . J 

Chicago 35, ill • 

D ar Itr. Senchuk: 

Nov. 15, 1954. 

Herewith 1 retumine th 5~ 1857 Type I hieh you enclosed 
in yours of- the loth. This copy· not tl II or m I call th 
Indian Red, but rather it is the Red awn, type I , S. U. S. 10. 28. 

I am enelo ing herm ith a copy of t h Henn mounted n ' 
card and signed on th back. I suggest t'lat you lay your e py id 
ith my at p and I think you will net that the difference is quit obvi­

ous . As not on the card, I do not consider m1 stamp as an ultra fine ex­
ample of the Henn cclor. Co ies are knm1.n in a c lor hieh i n 
red, as for ~l • I enclosing a color slide ~hich is ct(?) 
color reproduction of a su rb exampl of th H nna. ote r t h 
stamp is and wl at a iOl color. Kindly return th tamp lid . 

i examined your tamp v r-y co.rcl'ully a fail 
wro ith it , no thin tS, cr a cs, cl ani d genuin 
rerde , a used copy in fine condition. 

i 3. 5 . 

Sinc r ly your I 



11 r • • gene huk 
2327 r. Sayre Ave. 
'1h1eeeo 3t::; ~ Ill. 

P~EAS£ P. Nor 
BENt? 

'ETuaN RfCt~PT REOUESTr . 
Wr. tenley". Ashbrooy: 
"33 N. lib rt 'T'non8.8 Avenue 
lib rt 'T'hc.H'18 s, Yen +.ueky 





lIr. S tenley R. 1 shbrook 
P.u. Pox 31 
33 N. Jib rt Trornas Avenue 
Hbrt TLomEls, Yentuclry 

Deer Mr. J...shhroolr, 

2"727 N. S~yre ~yenue 
Co h~ c a~c 7. ~, :r 11 ~ no ~ s 
Nov8rn-"'er 0 , 10 -,4 

P~el?se .f'1nd s M.O. tbr ~3.8~ to cover 'Pc'stac;e Rno. JC'U'r "'Be 

"'c·r eYEr:~ ninp; e stamp T had subm~ ttec1 +'0 you. 

It WEE! very grpc~cufcl of yeu to enclose jour stl?Mp and a 

s~1d.e as examples 0 f the rarer henna eha.de, and I took 

the 11r,erty of' dalay1ng the1r return ~o trlSt J could eet. 

C!everel cnnortun~ ties to compare the stamps ~md t ..... y t.,c, 

"'01"111 E' uermanent imar-e of the d1ff'er-ence 1n the shades. 

I am retu:rn1ng :lour stamp 8.nd the slide herev;lth. 

It hEtA been a plee.sure corresponding with you, end J 

hope I can e.g~.1n cc:ll upc·n you)'" V8.st ~tOJ"El (l f' p-nowlecl:ge 

and ey.uerj ence 1 n tr~e nee r future. 



I 
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Iov. 23" 1954. 

or your kin 
e 5¢ '57 





• Goor H. Alt n, 
539 • eel ~t., 

L ter, Ohio. 

With st r ards J 

Cordinlly ur, 
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Nvo . 16, 1954 • 

• 

D ar:ir. t en: 

it c' eck for 40 . 00 o:r 
tel 

I can sup y yo C t ok 0 ollo' s: 

- Spec 0.1 in ing - onlq 75 "ued-
Th i 75 . CO (mint c pi ) 

Vol , II - D luxe dition - ( s nov.) - Pri 0 , 00 

I hav no Volur.te II in to r nr e'ition at the pr ent time. 

Vol . I - ular e ition - mint c py - 25 . 00 

Vol. I - u d cop,y but in 0 c ndition - . 00, 

I ch e co ies menever any ~re offer a.t ale or auction, 
princiapply to have copi . on hand 'hen riends d sir th 
recent urchases. 

• 

- th N Yorker. I suppa. e it ii..> rithin the' e ot Again r 
possib ity th<t he 
it n v occur to 
none have b en r 

I t;3 not a: 'are any p e • ill n I bW u e copies 
to ell ck thru to :in . I a !'l 

edt I will b mo 

The a ve orf rs a r e de 5ubj ct to . ale, 
for ong at at . 

I do not have cop! 

• 
the One Cent cov r d eh you I am enclosing a separate 1 ttcr r 

enclosed and which I return her 'the There is o fee tor.:r.t:¥ in tion of it . 

I am enclosin a covel 1 ich ho. in and for • 
Perhaps it may be of intere t to you. It h s 3 d a pair of th l¢ 
lS5l, th latter a Type II pair, the at p to 1 t the b cr c fro 
PI te 2, v·z. , 2312 - thi . Ilir i 2J12 - 2frIB. The big crucIc 3L2 i8 listed 
in the S. U. S. er No . 7 on page 30 - d pric d as aile off cove used 

60. 00. This . cover showe the U. S. 5¢ i.,t rnal rat er th U.S. - 'ti h 



• 

12. Ill'. Georr e H. Alten - Nov. 16, 1954. 

postal treaty to Paris , r'rance 'from New Orleans in September 1856. This 
cover is authenticated by me on the back. It is the pro rty ' of Hr. J . G. 
Fleckenstein of nia, fich . , and is price is '75 . 00. 

~ don ' t be i vo that I got around to sendin" you some additional 
color 81 ' . • I will mal e up a selection an send ~blll!1 to you in the ne':t 
r drs. 

ith ~in e t 3: al"da -

Sjncerely you u, 





• 'l3 19 1 •• 

• 

/ 

/ 



• 

• 

: 

YC' 

, 



\ 

re arde _ 

Cordially yours~ 

75.00 



~C . _~ 1951 . 

• lilten: 

n 

·ith . egnr s -

Sine ~ y u s~ 

p •• The cov r i . ~uthenticilted on the ack. , 

• 





• Geor H. Alton, 
539 • ~celing t. , 

Lancast r, Ohio. 

r .11-. I\ltc : 

Dec. 9, 1954. 

racent . ce Is ue includ D. P oto l"a h of II 5¢ 1 47 Valentine 
coy r. This · item had just chanRcd hands 400.00, 60 you can apprcci te 
that c~talogue quotes fer the ctn . s thcnselve ll. not uch of a fetor. 

ith ev ry ood ,dsh -

Co -d all your s, 

• 





-

l1r. Geor e H. q.ten, 
539 '. . celin,; ... t. 1 

L"ncastr:, hio . 

De~r Ur. Uton: 

Dec. 16, 1954. 

I v,\:ve y 1"5 of the. 13th, '-vh'- ch d d not .... rrive until t is orninn' . 

It 10 d be ext,.. , ely b<:d tc.ste if ! cot'lIJitted to puper my opini n 
of the oan fron \Thom you chaced these strunps . If he has rin honest bone 
in his body it would be a gre~t ~u'pris to lJC. It i~ en outre e to call 
the I sales" 11(9 con ucts em 1/ uction. I \ u1 net tru t this c o.p BS f .... r 
as I coul' t05 ..... a hull by th tail. I ,do not receive hi'" cat __ 01..1es <.0 d 
don't have any c ,ntaeta t:ith im and othero of his OclJ11C stripe v.o prey'on 
L~occnt c llectors. 

no rding the thrqe items that you ''lent e.:md · 'hieh I return herurith. 
Lot .Jo. 1.. If I \-1' re ycu I ould return thio \lith the stnter.1ent~ the arcr is 
so yellmr you 0 not conaidc" tho copy V.F. - ve~J fino. I crn no authority 
on the rovidence "ta.m. , so hesitate t o C2\.'3> ess an opinion ao to Ih th r this 
i' genuine orieinnl unu d copy. ecau e the < e i~ no yellOi: I "culd .C(L 

tainly not consider t bis as • F. If t! i'" '0.'" "V.F.," he \lould not have sold 
it to you fo,' lB.25 because IV.F." genuine co. ie n brin a.round ;30.00 at Het1 
Yor!: c.uctionl3. 

Lot No.2. This is probably u.'" described and I oubt if you could ~'e" 
fu<' e it. He de!;cl'ibed t is as il IInaturru. r pel'" fold. n I up 0 thin is 
co'rect . 

Lot 157. This i3 n t the tamp illustrated and therefore not the 
stoop you ~d 'on. A fl fme" copy of t io stru:1P io- forth '75.00 to "'85.00 - A 
vcty finq copy is iJorth 100.00. It sUPeIb copy is wort' iJ125 . 00. In 1!'IY 
opinion, the copy enclosed is vo.lue1ess. By \11 ieh I mean, I \ -OU dn It have it 
~t any price • 

.-

PleD-se benr in mind that \-{hen you bid at "'temp aucti ns', 6i ht unseen, 
you arc ver.y apt to at the worrt cnd of the deal . This applies to even the 
best of the aucti n firms. I never ,ake ~ bids unless I have p rscnally ex­
mnined the lots before the sale and "'hen I bid I cond cy bids to a irien 1:1hom 
I can trust . 

Also bear in fllnd that a lot of shal'p-shooters attend the JC'.l York 
auctions and the itecs th~t 0 to the out-of-tmm nail bidder are items that 
none of the smalt boys wa.nt. The only satisfactory \lay to buy ~t auct ' on' to 
send your bids t o a rep esentative w:o attends sales. They charge a commission 
of only 51J and it is indeed money ",fell spent. Such agents can't carefully ex­
a~ine .evelY lot for tears, pin holes, thin spots, etc., but the chances are that 



, 

fi2 . l~. George H. Alten - Dec. 16, 1954. 

lots can be returnod thru thf>J!1 if f..risdescriped . 

ft~so bear in mind th~t there re no b rgains in fine ~t~ps or covers . 
Some collectors have tho ° dea that when they buy a ufinel! U. S. tamp at half 
cat a_ague they are obtain ,.. a "bargain. " Such is no the ca c . I f uld far. 
p cfer to pny 125/~ to 2 0% of catalo e for a Hsuperbll 19th U. S. stamp than 
to h~ ono at auction t 50% or 75%. The reason is th"t one can ahtays sell 
the sup. b °tC1!l IOthout any effo:.t whereas "ilY'ifferent" or "poor condit· onll can 
only b sold to the buyer \IT 10 is not a':o.l"'e that such lIinvostDenta" ro not de­
sirable. 

I can Cive you no b€;tter advice th~ the follolling - denl only uith 
legit ' 'te ... cl .fair eaJ.:ing fims - e.void, as you 't uld a rattlc"'nake, all the 
crooks 0 P-~6Y on i~ocent buyers. 

There i<'! no fee for t'.e above an I trust that the a v: co rl.ll be 1 elpful . 

COl diD.lly you'~s . 



GE:ORGE H. AL TE:N 

S39 W. WHEE:LI NG ST. 

LANCASTER , OHIO 

J /9. 



~. Geor e H. 
539 '. 

De l' .ir. 

ten, 
ee" ing .... t . , 

stor, Ohio . 

Dec. 16, 1954. 

Under separo.t .. COy r by regi<"tered mail, I am today r turning 
yeur 3¢' I, 57 Valentino cover. It is my belief that a nice n v uable 
cover sue a''' t.his de es a nice album p e, a nice setti an not 
a cheap flimsy affair such as you cnt . In addition, the volentine 
should be m unted with th coy r to 0 both . T is appli to ny­
coy r thct st Oll hUG the 0" • in I ncl sure. I m unt the COy l' and 
valentine on no pa e and a description on anoth 1', usi pag th t I 
had ade esp cially to m et my ideas of f at a f one album pes ould 
consist cf . These pa es are three ply nd hence stiff to h 1d a cover 

!" ithout dnmn e. A v fin D. bum \nth v ry nice pa' os is anut"cture 
in Clevel nd an I ill e lnd to gup 1y th n e if you eaire. 

I am ot rertly in i :VOl' of too ch "CO" l' ° "for COy 1 a or 
pe . I b lieve t is .nctice i~ OVC"- one to a gre.,t extent . Ye r 

ago before the lassine materO as used, e m unted st p 
ithout ny coy rin an I don It think mterici Tn duma ed to '!13' grert 

extent . I a ree that if a coy r is COy red the ends shoul be 1 ft 
open so that air can circulc.te • . It is a gre_t mistake to seal up tight 
any item, a ~in Ie stamp, multiple 0 a cover. 

-
I art enclosin here ith a colo slide thrt I made recently of a 

v Ty fine 30~ 1~69 coy r . s you are ob b1y ara e, the 30¢ st- p on 
cover,is rare, th t is , genuine cov~rs - faked itco a e l' t er c 
The 24¢ i'" even ,1oo,ne rare. I , t 10ught perhaps you \1ould like this 

s the cover was quite pretty. 

WITH THE COUPLIl",j IT '" OF THE S AS N 

COldi lly you,,", 

nclosed: 
Slide 
A20 - 4 1 . 50 
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HARRY J, LEMLEY 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE'S CHAMBERS 

EASTERN AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF ARKANSAS 

TEXARKANA,ARKANSAS 

october 22, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. AShbrook: 

Thank you for your letter of October 19 enclosing my 
West Plains, Missouri (1) cover and Mr. Shenfield's letter 
pronouncing it a fake. Please accept my thanks for your 
investigation in this connection. 

Being an expert on sucn matters, you doubtless have a 
Itchamber of horrors" in which you deposit fake covers, etc. 
for comparison purposes, and I hope that you will permit me 
to present it to you for that use. It is herewith enclosed. 

As I have told you heretofore, I collected Indian rel­
ics for many years. They are now housed in a small private 
museum on our premises at Hope. Now and then I would acquire 
a fake reliC, and whenever I found it to be a fake I would 
immediately destroy it. So, in presenting you with this 
cover I am really not depriving myself of anything and I do 
hone that you "'ill accept it. 

I have read a,bout half of liThe Struggle For Missouri lt 

and am enjoying it very much. I don't believe the book will 
disclose anything of interest however in connection with the 
West Plains cover. 

If you accept the cover you would doubtless like to 
have Mr. Shenfield's letter also, 80 it is herewith returned. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

HJL:wfc 

encl. 



. , LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD 

Advel'tising & Merchandising 
Consultant 

40 Higltland Circle, Bronxville 8, N. r. 
BRonxville 2-4206 
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1:.r. Edgar B. Jessup, 
% lIARCHANT 
1475 Powell St., 
Oakland, Calif. 

Dear Edgar: 

Oct. 18, 1954. 

Pe - lots 88 and 89 in the Harris sale of last A~ril 27th. 
First Lot as that y u b ught . It is my opinion that some fixer added 
us d U¢ stamp to this cover. It is darn f'UIllV that the tamp is in the 
lower left corner - mo"'t unusual place to put stamp before lJailin but 
the fixer had to use this apace ao the upp r right ha 1 be .... n stomped. On 
Lot S9, the fixer had to crowd h"s stamp ap va the postmark. In the Harris 
sale of Oct . 4th, Lot 103 ShOl1S one of .. these stmnplesG covers with a n 
canceled 13¢ stamp added. 

Herewith I am nc10sing five phctocraphs l'lhich I have numbered 
on the back. jote B552. This is a stampless cover that belones to Henr.y 
f.ieyer. It never had a.I\V stamp in the uppal' right corner', as I nade an ultra­
violet Pl oto of it as -per~. Had any stamp been removed frOIll this cover 
the trace auld ha.ve silo,\,1fl up on this exposure. Note the dates of th:i:, 
stampless COy r, Dec . 13 and "1 Jan" - the same dates on the Harris cover Lot 102. 
No\-, note photo~. Here is a stamplesB cover from the Hon. Elisha H. A11en. 
It ''lent thru as a ~)tamplooa,and note the dates. San Francisco "l Jan lS,2,2" 
\'1hich r believe i the same date as the l·rey-er stampless ~ and Lot 102 in the 
Harris sale . Photo B551l shows a fake photo - a l3¢ HawaITadded to the t'ey-or 
cover (B552). Ph~O B552 shows a fake photo - a 13¢ Hawaii ndded the same 
Mqyer cover (B552 • 

The Heyer COVEI' :is from a well-known find. The 1I0gdenrt co:r.respon -
ence. No doubt you have covers from same. These photo rrirrt..li nre 'I.-tith Jq 
compl1menta. 

Your comment Hill be appreciated . 

Hildred and I plan to drive down to Nort'olk to meet Stan' s ship 
l'fuich is due Oct . 27th. lie will leave on the 23rd and be gone a eke 

Regards . 

Yours etc •• 



mARCHAnT 
CALC ULATD RS. IN C. 

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER 

TO _______ _ 



mARCHAnT 
CAlC ULA TO RS, IN C. 

MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER 

To ____________ DATE _______ _ 
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Oct . 21, 1954. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
• O. Box 31 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

11 Mason street 
Brookline 46, Mat's. 
October 11, 1954 

The Boston Valentine cover with three 5¢ 1847 
stamps, impressions of 1850-1851, marked in ty ical Boston 
red-bro'n nencil (which I called crayon' " ~ID 5" and "20", 
described in your letter of October 7th is certainly inter­
esting and I shall be glad to h.ev'e a print of your ph to of 
this cover. I assume its destination was not over 300 miles 
from Boston and that it weighed over 1 ounce and perhaps can 
be scaled no~ to discover that it may have been less than 
ltoz.. If so, that would be further confirmation of the 
quadruple rate of l849-1D5l for 1 - 2 ounces. $400. is too 
much for me, but as items go to-day, it may be a fair value. 

ly '~ebster unabridged says that a very old custom 
of sending love tokens when the birds were first supposed to 
begin to nate "has no actual connection 1ith the s int, whose 
n""me was probably introduced throueh some mistake." Valentine 
is cited as an ecclesiastic who suffered martyrdom on February 14, 
about 270 A.D. under the Roman ~mperor Claudius II. 

1n your letter of ctober 9th you quote from mine 
regarding prepaid carrier dellvwry. Garry if I was incomplete 
in my sentence, but it Vlras assumed that such prepayment could 
be effected only in a city having qovernment carrier delivery 
service. ~ owever, I ~aE not ware that you limited this also 
to such offices where the regular l~ ::)Qstage stamp 'las ermi tted 
in repayment of the l¢ carrier fee, by vhich I suppose you mean 
on local etter Q and/or on letters collected by carrier to the 
Post Office. 

Your point that there would be nothing in the P.L • . 
because acceptance of a l¢ stamp on n incoming mail letter for 
prepayment of the carrier delivery fee would apply only to certain 
offices is doubtless sound. Nevertheless, the pos:Jibility of thus 
,Prepaying carrier delivery in any of the special ities·would "be 
RPplicable to all post offices whence such prepaYment originated. 
as ~reeport, Ill., :Portland, 1e ., or Holyoke, Mass . 

• 

The point about the 4t envelope is that it would have 
been sold by the P.O. with the It stamp for pre a~nent only of some 
form of carrier service, whereas It adhesives laid no carrier service 
oblif"ation upon the .0., being usa.ble for 'Dostage or carrier fee. 
The .M.G. 18R statement would have bee' carried out if the 4¢ 
envelopes ad been distributed to non-carrier service ~ost office , 
but they were not; and no mention of other 3¢ plus It was included. 

• '" ..... lIfIWIltl'll ~~.) ~ ... -_ ... m ... ,~~ .... 
I have seen no proof 

delivery in Boston, tc. c~uld nnt e rep 1d by a on a 
letter fr M a non-carrie 'ervine P.O. l yet on ~h~ other handdI 
have se~n no r of that such prepaymen~ was, off~c~ ly ordere • 
As an open-minded reader, I cannot declde wlthout such evidence. 



Page 2 Dctober 11, 1954 

The two "!Jortland, Me . covers are interesting: one -1i th 3)t rate 
to Boston without street address. the other 3¢ 1 s l¢ with street ad­
dres s, fr.. lI"orri s ... ,owe, No. 2 Haven st. ,n the 1852 rap of B ston, 
reduced as Figure 14 in P STOlT POnT I MARKINGS, p. 99, the RO'lfe family 
name appears for ROif3 (ST. in Ward 8, District :3 and for RovTe ' s( iV'harf) 
bet,een Indi~ and Fost~r ' s. 

Haven street. is si tt...a ted wi thin the rectangle 'vhere the small 
bold nume nl 11 for ard 11 falls on the 1852 map in District 5. It i 
a short, . arrow street off Rutland making a right-angle to left -,Ti thin 
the block just beyond "Blackstone 3quare", a de~irable residential sect! 
a century ago. As gou recall the Boston en~ P st stamps aid or 
local carrier delivery "not beyond Dover street", acc rding to the •• 
notices in Boston Almanacs for the years 1852-lP 57 (:B.'f'.r., '1'). 80- errOr 
"1858 11 should rend 1857. This notice is in Almanacs for 1852-~-4-5-6-7, 
bu+ oMitted in the issue for 1.58. Issue for 1857 pre ared late i856}. 

Nevertheless, I nave since found in the BOS'rOJ\J DH.ILY ADV~RTlc iJR, 
Tues. A.H., May 7, 1850, p.2, col.8: 

It POST 0 JIC'" rOTIC ~. A Letter Carrier has been placed lpon the 
District between Dover street and Blackstone S~uare. All letters, 
addressed to any street and number in that distr1ct, will be delivered 
by the Carrier, unless otherwise ordered . 

Receiving offices for letters to be mailed, 
andfnr delivery" 'thin that distrtct, are established at BLZAR ' S, 
corner of Canton and Suffolk streets, WAKEFI,LD'S, 733 . ashington 
street, and BOYD,N'S, corner of Dover and Suffolk streets." 

If ost Office, Boston, ].'fay 7, 1850 
'filliam Hayden, 20stmaster It rI is 3t" 

However, these 1850 announced "R'eceiving offices" do not 
appear in the P.G.Notices in tr"e AUt: l;ACS for l852· and-185:3, but "enny 

ost stampc"can be bought at all these offi c es!' •• a ppears in the AI. iJ:!. AC 
for the year 1854 (p . 167) : IILIST O.b' SUB i'OST OFFIC~S ••• Canton c .. Shawmut 
av.(formerly Suf10lk st . , Melzar t s; Dover c. Suffolk, Gal~'s; 939 ~ash­
ingt"on s t., Wakefield t s •• " , even though the l'enny Post item "not beyond 
Dover streetll still remaine.d below this li8t (If sub post offices. Rather 
inconsistently the notice s~id enny Posts stamps could be bought a t thes 
sub post offices(beyond Dover street" but when "placed upon letters will 
ensure their deli very fre e to all parts of tht.. city, not beyond Dover str 
So also ALMA1AC for l855,pp.1Sf)-7; for 1856, p.5:3, change of Gale ' s to 
'Vetherbee ' s, and '~akefield' s to Lincoln ' s; and SRme for 1857" pp. 7 7-8. 

street boxes were set up in Boston beginning in August 1858, and 
their locations in Districts 1 to 6 listed under date of Oct. 11, 1858 
by Nahum Capen, ost l1aater, in the ALMANAC for 1859, p.79 . Of tne five 
boxes in District 5, there was one on eit 0 side of Haven st . viz.:cor. 
Shawmut and Y.Canton; cor. Shan-rou!:. Ave. 9-nd Sprirlgfield street. 

My theory would be t-hat if the sender in Portland ut on the 
l¢ stamp to repay carrier delivery in Boston, there must have been 

orne official notice to the blic auth rizing such special usage of 
the Ji adhesive <>t p; l'kewi e orne nntice fo K. fr:r.T';'" 'B. 0 to 
decline to pay the carrier one cent cash(or crargenn.b1.11) at Haven st. 
I l~ve yet to find such a n tice, but am still huntlnc. 

SinCerelY.~ C!!.. , ~ 



lr. utice C. Bl <:e" 
II on . t ., 

Brookline 46, 

D ar l;auric 

Ol.t . 14, 1954. 

Yours of th 11th r eived,· .. turninr th thr co er'" that i ncloC! d 
in 1·t r of th 9t .• 

co er 10 

cest 

a.d.i ovor cBri artic1e~ I not that lie Valentin was a Valen-
tine" if it I S nt axr:r tim dur5..n,,; th mnth of bru rye tmark d 
~t Boston on Feb, 27 . It ppear that th Bo~ton p. • Tas aw~re t nt there was 
n'" triple dam ~ ... ic r, t , but I l-lOnder if ny p, e . ' s thruout the c untry ento ced 
that ru. ing of th •• G. ? 

~h n I had th cov r a.nd Valentine befo e me it did not occur to me to 
oi it , but I chould ~ve done 60. The coy r ln~ uent to me b.Y Jack Fleckenst in 

for m:r opinion. It had been off red to him by Bilden, r deale~ in lti.nneapolis 
400. 00. Jack ,rant d my opinion if I thrught it a.s \ orth 00. 00. So yo 5 f( :uric 

I could not have purchas it or sold it . It had been obtain d by Bilden from Jeffer-
son Jon~s and l'/hen Jane purc} <: it bout ten y ars a"'o h paid Brookman :400, 00 
for it . Ther is the camp! te tory. 

Accordi to a. recent letter from I acBrid , it ''Ia the 
ago to send valent es any tim during th month of Feb ry not n 
14th of the month as i6 the custom at pros nt (I believ ) . 

l' encyc10plle ia B to doubt that thor any conn ct' on et n the 
martyred Saint and th rnanner in rbiCh the date of his de th is c Ie rat d at present 
or in the past. 

l~ I quot fro your 1 t r of th 11th: 

"I hav 6 en no proo.f by Elliott Per that carrier d ivery in Bo<"ton, 
etc. could not be prepaid b.1 a l¢ stamp on a letter .from a non- c rri r ervic p.e., 
yet on the other hand I hay se no proof tha.t such prep~ent ,\,1 .... offici~ 
ordered. As an open- ded reader, I cannot decide ithout such evidence. " (un uot ) 

I agree with the above 100% but I can h v 
___ 3 .... l.._ 



,; 2. ho, lfaurice C. Blak - Oct. 14, 1954. 

pr v 

6 pO ib1e, that iSt in cert in cities 'I ich had Government Carri r 
'1u""c S 0 n-I!linded as you a on thi 6ubj ct and th only int r-
i to en c vcr to e tabliah the truth, r ther than to att to 
th~t I cld is corr ct be,yond aqy question of a dcubl • 

For me, the cover from Portlo.hd, J·~e. to Bodon - I label this 
"Pr id:a;r ·nto 0 lan' or Pre aid Carrier·delivery to a. str at addr 6S in 
Boston.tI Sur'y.;t t vo en on t t r. 

T 
sc..rviccfl 

- uot 
in ho C! r 10th, 1951 I ...... u of II tv Sp c1al 

liThe itor, J. Holbrook VIas an ex-post office employ OJ for r 
'Special Agent' of the General Post orfico, n hi publication h the officinl 
en orsement of tho :nahington Departm nt. (un uot ) 

I al 0 enclos cl ppin~ rom th am iS5u. 

With regard., -

Cord'~ y urs, 



Mr. st nley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Fox 31 

Fort Thorn s, l:entucky 

Dcar stan ey: 

11 ""ason street 
Broo line 46, lIfasS. 

October lQ, 1954 

Certai ly the valentine cover is the best exaMple 
of the no tri Ie domestic rate of 1849-1851 so far discovered. 
1~ impressi~n 1 s tha you enti ned in your first letter about 
tnis cover that it had been offered to you at 1'400, but I no 
underetand from your letter of the 14th th t ou 'ere merely 
asked for your a inion as to t~is valuation. .hank y~u for the 
reference t') Van Dyk lKac13ride's article in t'l-te hilatelist of 
.B'ebr1a.ry, 948, p. ;)58. I ~ad to hunt for t is issue, " lich I 
nad filed with some of my reliMinary manuscript for the aston 
book, with a pencil check in the margin on age 353, end of third 
aragraph where the rating is described, but I failed to record 

the J1ls.Paid 5 and 20 on "='late 29,pp.12 -121, -0. 512. ~fu.c73ride ' s 
statem nt-lilt mu.st have had an unusually ""'vr p,nclosure r enclo­
sures"-seeT.!l£ to im.ly that SOMe of the contents was su osed to be 
missing. but Derhaps just the large valentine and cover wei hed 
slightly over one ounce. thus requiring the quadru Ie r tee 

I do not think you should send me a print gratis, so 
~lecse let me make a proper -a'I"lent for it. Also I am still c n­
cerned about the cover with pair of 3~ 1851 and early cean lail. 
I want either to return the cover to you or send au my chec for 
J •• to even up that exchange. lease let me know ,which you refer. 

"T ~ -POST" from the Boston Chronicle in the • s. 
Mail of July 1862 is new t me, and the sugge tion that recl ients 
have small change on hand for payment of the deliver r fees to tle 
carriers is interesting . 

P.M.G. Holt's 1 60 Re rt statement is familiar , but as 
the 4~ envelo es ere not distributed to any non-carrier service post 
offi ces, the secondary usage f r prepayment of carrier de ivery to 
domici in g ve:v ent c Trier service city was not put tnto effect. 

owever, if a 4~ envelope was dro ped in the 'Post office at Philadelphia 
by the sender and addressed to a street number in New York of an addresseE 
there ho regularly received his mail by carrier , it would seem possible 
for the ~hiladelphia P.O. to notify N.Y. that the l¢ envelope stamp had 
not prepaid pick-up fee in Philadelphia and was therefore in prepayment 
of carrier delivery from the N.Y. P.O. to domicil in N.Y. 

Finally, I do not see ow you can sustain your oplnlon of 
3¢ plusl¢ adhesive for prepayment of carrier delivery in a governMent 
carrier service city in view of the U.S.Mail, August l862,"F UR-CE T RA EI 
"impression that the fixing of a penny stamp •• will pay the carrier's fee 
hen -t arrives etc •••• is entirely erroneoue." Further, "the extra 

penny st p io then re uisite to v the carrier's ee ••• 0 the office. 
In all otner cases, any prepayment ~f penny beyond the regular rat , 
is ~imply money thro in away. 11 surely that means an extra l,t stamp was not 
valld for prepaym~Qt of carrier deliv1r~ on a,mail leAt~r Jrom the .0. 

Sincerely yours, ~C:./~ 



I , 

. , 

Oct. 22, 1954 • 

Hr. urice C. e, 
11 fa.aon St . ~ 

Brookline 46, 'iass. 

D l.fa.urice: 

Yours of th 18th received. 

The photo print of the val ntin COy I' s sent to you dth lI'G" 
compliments, the is no charee. I have just been advi ed by Jack 
Fleckenstein th t he chased the cover 400.00 I have dvised 
him to send to ek el' 5 and obtain copy of your booklet. I eighed 
th cover and the val ntine that was enclosed but my scales ar not 
accurate enourh to rive me th corr ct eight. It a pard to b 
slightly ov r an ounce. 

Re - the 3¢ 1851 Ocean lfail cover, I am still waiting to h a.r 
from the owner regarding his wishes. I informed him th t I had sold it 
to you for 50.00. I \'fill advise you as soon as I hear from hi: • 

Inci ntall:r, I will be away all of ne -t week, probably returning 
about the 2nd. 

4¢ Compound of 1860. I note your remarks. In this connection 
I have a Compound used from l'e Point, N.Y. to a stre t address in 
New York City. 

Re - the statement by itor Holbrook in the tlU. S" Hail & p.O. 
Assistant." Perry has stated, ref rring to the stat ent by P. l-f.G. 
Holt in his 1860 report, that the P. 1.G. did not kno what he was 
talking about. Perhaps Holbrook did not know what he was talking about. 
Ho ever, to be perfectly fair, I suppose he did . 

With reeards -

Cordially yours, 





.. ROGER WILLIAMS 
President 

E. F. HEARD 
Vice President 

-
THE MARINERS MUSEUM 

NEWPORT NEWS. VIRGINIA 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort 'lhomas J Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Novenber 8, 1954 

According to George ~. Murdock, the OREGON was 
built by Smith and Dimon at New York in 1845. She 
was 1200 tons and 318 feet long. She was built 
for George Law and Company for service on Long 
Island Sound and was placed on the regular mail 
line be~veen New York and Stonington. 

After two years she was purchased by Daniel 
Drew and placed on the Albany-New York route, 
running for the Peoplets Line. Sh is well known 
for her triumph over the O. VANDERBILT in a speCial 
race from New York to Sing Sing and return, in 
which she averaged 20 miles an hour. She sank 
October 22, 1863, after being rammed by the CITY 
OF BOSTON. 

Very truly yours, 

~hn::~~ 
Librarian 

JIL/swh 



, 

yur " 

• 

• 



1 • 10" 1954. 

• f Ur. Raynor HubbellJ 

BoX 5736 
Griffin" Ga. 

Dear Raynor: 

Hr ith th r r (4) Conted rat cov B S 
P r ours of the 6th. 

I have 5i th cover on th 
in ev ~ respect - tor th 

. 00. 

Very truly your J 



.... -
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C . S . A . 

MEMBER : A . S. D. A. 

A. P. S . 
S. P . A . 

* BOX 573 

GRIFFIN. GEORGIA 

t ov em ber 13, 1954 

Mr . St nley Ashbrook 

Box 31 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

I have your let er of the 10th . Than k you for your opinion 

about the 20¢ Bisect . I enclose check for your 4 . 00 fee . Its 

f ne to h ve your end orsenent on the b ck of th cover s gen -

er·l thinv but it so h ppens in thir c se th t th item is not 

'!l~r property yet and I sent j t to you for an opinion before trying 

to bllY it . Of course I now sh 11 try to buy it bu t if the owner 

does not ccept my offer it ~iuht be a little embrrassine. 

the w y Stanley , I presL1mo you noticed tha t the rum is lettjng 

loose of the stamp and mipht shell off or the stam.p get d maged 

by only p rt of it being a ttached to the envelope . Wha t should 

colle c tor or dealer do in cAse like tb3 t? If I stuck it 

down fl t nd securely now wuth some fresh paste the f ct that it 

newly h s been stuck dOin would be detected. On the to 

leave it not well stuck down it might shell off or become to 

The matter of the pair of frame-lines is a of 

cour se . I bo ugh tit. 

RH:td 

Enclosure 







~" 
KENNETH E. HAMMOND 

cAdvertising 
118 EAST 40th STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

Phone: MUrray Hill 4-0570, 5-1000 

Scientifie Produets Exe/usif)eiy 

MEDICAL • HOSPITAL • DENTAL 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 12, 1954 

This past Monday it was my pleasure to present my membership 
application to Mr. John Britt, President of the Collectors 
Club, here in New York. 

I am enclosing a strip of three, 1¢ 1851's, which apparently 
has quite a few experienced people stymied, and I should like 
to call upon your expert opinion in determining the identity 
of the strip sequence. Several of us have explored your 
Volumes I and II dealing with this stamp, and have attempted 
to match ~p the Plate IV with the data identifying the various 
types. 

Our conclusions seem to indicate them to be two of Type 3, 
and one of Type lC. My chart shows that Type le appears 
eight times on Plate IV and several positions would offer 
possibilities. Can you possibly help me to clarify the 
identification? 

I am enclosing a self-addressed envelope stamped with an equiva­
lent amount of postage tothat required to send the item to you 
insured for $500.00. If there are any further costs, please 
let me know and I will reimburse you immediately. 

KEH/pbo 
enc. 



· . 

Nov. 16, 1954. 

-. 

.Jr. Kenneth E. I ond, 
11 t 40th St." 

NetT York 16, N.Y. 

D 'r Hr. Hammond: 

to a vise: 
If I can be of further assistance at any time 0 not hesitate 

I note that you have made application for membership in the 
Collectors Club. Congratul tions, I am sure you will derive much pl asure 
from same. 

I have two friends in rImf York who e very competent students 
of the 6n Cent 1851-57, both are m b B of the Club and po ses fin 
specialized collection of the On Cent. I eive you their addresses as 
follows: 

Ur. IbrriB Fortgang 
114 East 84th Str et 
New York 28, ~.Y. 

r·ho. Irortim r L. Neinken 
49 West 23rd Street, 
new York 10, N.Y. 

y ura, 



KENNETH E. HAMMOND 
e.A.dvertising 

118 EAST 40th STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

Phone: MUrray Hill 4-0570, 5-1000 

Scientific Products Exclusillely 

MEDICAL. HOSPITAL • DENTAL 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
.3.3 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 19, 1954 

I am very grateful for the information contained in your 
letter of November 16th, in which was returned my strip 
of three One Cent 18511s. Please permit me to reimburse 
you for postage, which I enclose. 

I shall certainly take advantage of your suggestion that 
I contact Messrs. Fortgang and Neinken should I have any 
further serious questions on the matter of identifying 
this particular stamp. 

Many thanks for your kind cooperation. 

KEH/pbo 





Ir. allard H. 11ack, 
3930 R Bud Av ., 

Cincinnati, Ohio . 

Dear .il'. Y.ack: 

Nov. 4, 1954. 

Her dth th cover to Spain a", p r yours of the 
3rd. I run pleas to.r port that the COy r enuine in 
all respects in lItV opinion. Th us wafS from Pens cola , Fla. 
on Aug 26, lSJO d the rat to Spain at that p riod (from 
Jan. 1, 1870) was 2S¢ as shown on this cover. 

I did not have a postal tr aty ith S in t that 
t· , hence mail as nt to England and thence by British 
mail to Spain. Th U. S. transport a hill-ounce letter to 
th British frontier at U. S. expense ~nlch was 4¢, the balanc 
of the posta 'e going to En land fer transit to Spain. This ras 
24¢ or approrlmately a. British shilling wh' ch s their "Packet 
chare . " Your cov r h a .!:..- N York postmark with tI~" at 
top. This uas the U. S. cr dit to Britain as above. 

I con id r this q,uit a nice combination coy r or 
th lS69 and 1870 stam (no grill) , as covers to Spain of this 
period are far from cammon. 

I have sign d the coy r on the back as genuin • 

IV f for this i 3. 50. \ O'J -8 \95 
Ulth r gards -

Cordially yours, 



393~ ~ed Bud Ave. 
Cmcmnati, Ohio 



• 

I 

l.r. 1:lllard H. ~ clc: 
3930 R d Bud I!:v _, 

Cincinn"ti, OhJ.o. 

D r ~. Ha.ck: 

Nov. 6, 1954. 

H ith th Contederat cover. Thi i perfectly genuin 
I have ign d it on the back for you. The earliest kno m U'" 

of this stamp in 1 ecords ia harch ~, lS62, but I believ th 
S.U.S. has a record of a day earlier. 

I don ' t think th nclo d cover is especially ttr ctiv , and 
the only .feature that mcht be rth ile ould b a I reh us • 
Ho·ev r, th 27th is a bit lute. COy with thi~ stamp are not 
rare and some very much more attractive items than the enclosed can 
be obtained. 1y advice - do not put ul\V money in t is it • 

There is no fee for the above. 

I am enclosinl; here\ ith a sample copy of r.ly cur ~ ent " ERVICE 
ISSUE. " Copies forwarded monthly to a smal1 group of close 
f'p s who are inter sted in the serious sid of our po tal history . 
The sUD . ien price is 100.00 per year. I am not so icit~ a 
BuboJcripti""n 'but r 1ih r , I thought you mi ht b inter ted in ome or 
the subjects th t I discussed in this Issue. 

Sine rely your , 

p. S.-- ill you pleas s nd me the 2¢ 1 69 with the Foundation ce ificat 
so that I can send it to l-Ir. Brookman. 

S.B.A. 





3930 Red Bud Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

-



LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD 

Advertising & MeTClzandising 
Consultant 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O.Box 31 
33 N. Ft . Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan : 

I return that crazy 
This item I think I saw first 
to get it out of circulation. 
ever since, I presume. The~e 
cancel that I saw at the same 
but it's just annoying. 

Best rega.rds 7 U 

40 Highland Circle, BTonxville 8, N. r. 
BRonxville 2-4206 

November 5th, 1954 

little 20¢ green slide. 
ten years ago and I tried 
It has been kicking around 

is another 5¢ ~ith the same 
time. It isn't dangerous 

~~-

Encl. 



· , 
f 

I 

Mr. J ck E. I' 10 il:'th, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston ~6, !fass. 

D Jack 

nov. 10, 1954. 

Herewith th On Cent H. Strip fro Plate 4 which you chas d in the 
Lehnan sale, 8114, etc. You are quit carr ct t the center stamp not only ha a 
thin pot but t pot.., actually to. ho 0 \ hen vie un er th microscop. 
It a obviou 1y c u by ad. cct in t e c c l' 

I did not 

1) That it 'is without canc tion. 

2) That its \ddth i:s a bit narrm.f and th left side p rforations ap ar n 
bit uspicious but are probably genuine. 

3) That \.;11 trains of th 
the original. 

could be ood and it could other th 

Re - the t 0 starJps you enclosed. l00R2 - single - 1¢ 1851. This is plate 
position l00R2. No doubt about that. This stamp shows no break in the top or 
bottom line, h ce it ie a Type II. I do not recall., but it is :my r collection 
that I st ted in l!\1 book that very 1at prints from l00R2 show break in th 
bottom lin , hence are Type IlIA, \The GaG earlier prints are apt to shovl th bottom 
line intact, hence TYPe II. Coming fran the bottom of the sh t it 1 pos ible 
that dry paper impressions might ho'l break in the bOtto line. 

It 1857 - Plate;' - tiD" relief. This is quit a nice Typ IlIA, bottom line 
brok n. The plat position i ~ and I have igned it as ucb on the back. 

There is no fee for tho above r rks. Thanks v r.y much for your check 
for 12.00 which I have cr lted against a eh e to ou as follo : 

3¢ 1861 Pink 
1¢ 1851 Pl. 4 strip •••••••• 

10¢ 1857 - no cancel •••••••• 
5¢ 1847 - D.T •••••••••••••• 

5.00 
4.00 
3.00 
~OO 

15.00 



· :,/ 

f 

I 

1'2. Hr. Jack E. Molesworth - Nov. 10, 1954. 

I note tha.t you do not disaeree \rdth nw attitude regarding the reprints 
of the lost 'Typo plate in blue. Whlle I think it would huv been much better 
not to have ma.a.e any prints in any shade of blue, I do think th t no treat 
howl should have b en raised because it as done. It is simply a case ot 
making a mcuntain out of a mole hill. 

With reg'rds -

Sincer~~ yom's, 



r 
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aor J c 

eturn at Y' 
1 . 5 • 

Nov. 15" 1954. 

I can "up 1y . v of 

Very truly yours , 

p. c._On El cond t eu It I run ncludi.?Jg D. 

of 90 • 
id of an origin 1 plate Eroot 











{ 3Jark iE. itIlnlrllwnrt~ 
Philatelic Deale'Y' and B'Y'okeT' 

102 ~ea:cOll ~treet 

~O!.toll 16. ~m:H.a:cqu5ett5 

October 28, 1954 

.r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
p. O. Box 31 
For t Thomas, Ky . 

Dear Stan, 

((J.Jij.!<­

!<-~!<­
~.~.!,-.:tJ.ji. 

Thank you for the carbon of the letter which you wrote I· r . .ack . 
I shall look forward to the results with interest from sending to j,1r. 
Brookman. 

Enclosed is 5¢ 1847 that is supposed to be the double transfer 1t­

variety and an unused #33. I sent these to a client who claimed that 
the double transfer ad been drawn in with black ink and the #33 was 
regummed and reperfed at the left. I do not agree with him and would 
therefore appreciate your opinion on both on the aspects mentioned . 
Advise your fee and I shall remit promptly as usual . 

JEM/pww 
Enclosure 

regards , 



J 

! 

l-h-. Jack E. • leslIorth, 
102 Beacon t., 

Boston 16, Hass . 

De"!' Jack: 

rov. 1, J.954. 

Have ju t 
(l' tty a alt . 

... 'rnee from I'orfolk !'> t€r bei g 

~Lan Jr. 
world cr: ~se .. 

He a1" s. 

!. ve c.t't r 1 js 

Yours tc., 



QJ:_,5j.~ 

~:~.~ # 

~.1I1.~­
~.1I1.~ 
QJ:.QJ:.~.". ~.~.!'-.l'.$. 

31nrk iE. !lnlrlltnnrt~ 
Philatelic Dealel' and Bl'okel' 

102 ~earnll J&treet 

lIl'OI,;tnu 16, ~a6sar1ru6ett9 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

November 9, 1954 

I thank you for your last two letters received yesterday. 
Enclosed is my check for $12.00 to cover your fees on the various 
examinations. I believe this is correct; if not, please advise. 

I was quite interested in your comments on the 14 strip 
which I purchased in the~an sale. I did not bother to check the 
types that were accorded~lated positions, since I assumed that 
Fox did that·~o~offering, so was surprised to find one of the stamps 
a Type l-C. It is of course as you noted not too good an example. 
However, I was especially surprised that you considered the strip to 
be sound and am returning it with the request that you re-examine it 
wi th the following in mind, On the back there are what appear to me 
to be two internal cuts, one, if not both of which, was probably 
caused by the cancellation. I have placed two arrows lightly on the 
back pointing to the two spots I have in mind. If you dip these in 
fluid, they will show up rather clearly I believe and under a micro­
scope the break in the paper should also be obvious. I shall await 
with interest your comments after further checking these two spots. 

The 10, 1857 stamp which I sent you had full original gum 
when I acquired it, but same had stained the ends of the ~ .... so 
to improve the appearance, I soaked the gum off around the edges. 
Therefore, since your ultraviolet photograph shows no evidence of 
a cancel, I would personally be inclined to believe that the stamp 
is definitely unused. However, I would appreciate your commenting 
on whether you feel that the gum that remains is of an original na­
ture and also whether or not you feel the stamp has been reperfed on 
the left side which were the two ~estions my client had asked. 

I was glad to hear that the 5, 1847 is position 90Rl, and 
can of course understand your feeling that it may have been retouched 
in view of the intensity of the left line. I gave it a bath in 



peroxide,. but the only solution I had was rather weak so it did not 
alter the appearance too much. However, it did improve the brown 
slightly. I am returning enclosed the pbree prints and the diagram. 

Looking forward to your reply, 

JEM/pWN 
Enclosures 

. nd regards, 

Molesworth 

p.s. Considerable stink .:was raised at the C.S.A. · convention over Ward 
reprinting the 5~ Confederate stamps in blue. They can easily 
be confused with the original, and I personally believe he should 
refrain from printing them in any shade of the original color. 
However, I understand he received a letter from Dietz approving 
of this and is using it for the basis for his defense. However, 
Dietz is now getting ~ite senile and his mind "has definitely 
been affected of late, so I personally do not believe he is in 
any position to render a sound j dgement on the ~estion. What 
is your opinion ? " . 

(9""S'~"'" C'!.(' L '-t. ~ (..4. V- rp~.'.s;-~ {-e. ~~ 
Y<' ~()"" ...... ~ ~I<'V-( '-(.~ f tl :f';1; ~ 

- """"" '" ~ \ P lo"'~.f 0(....,..Jt-e/~ ) " 
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• Go on Harm ..J 

Scott Fublicc.tions, Inc . " 
580 ifth Ave." 

IJe'! York 3 11 fl. Y. 

Dear Gordon: 

nov. 17~ 1954 • 

photo print f a. hal.f 

• 

enuine. 

,ith r rrds_ 

ince ely your5~ 

.. 
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Uov. 10, 1954. 

• HeJU",Y \i. Hill" 
2~26 - 2nd St. , South, 

J.tinneapolis, ·ann. 

I have your of th 8th with enclosures and I . II make the photographs 
d return th items to you on Friday as tomorro is a holidB1' and the p . • 
t h r will beclo ed. 

I like th l2¢ 1857 cover as it ha uit a nice littl stor,r to tell 
th m .... rkines are ql.ite ihterest1!tg. The rson w 0 mailed it fi red it 

ighed ~r an ounce but not ov 1 oune s., henc only requir three ratesj 
o he wt 6 x 12¢ on it (3 x 24) , but theee ~1a8 no such t in as a triple 

,ate to G-. B. at t i time, and N Yo rOoted it as "Short Paid, " hence 
tire1 un d so the 72¢ paid \10. wasted and the addressee had to pq If, 

hillings or 9 ¢. That was sur tough. Further th U. S. debited G. B. 841 
n this lett r becaue it was carried ov r by en. crican Pack (4 x 2l¢) . 
us tl U. S. P.O. D. collectjd a total of ·1. 56 this 1 tt r . 

I will make a n photo (black and White) of your S·¢ 1 57 O. B. eovm:-. 
B caus . t h stamp and postmarks are all 0 s1mi1ar in color, it is h ... rd to 
record th but I \dll try et the beet result po sible. 

The other cover i s nice and 80 is the sing1 cent 1" line cop,y. 

In th Lehman a1 I learn too y th ... t r:ry friend J . D. · e1" or 
Indianapolis purcha the 5~ ' 57 cover w'th the H. S. of «.; The s 1e price 

650. 00. 

You certainly do not owe me a cent a I am still in your debt . 

Hore later. 

Cordially :yours, 



, 

r ' 

Ir. Henry • Hill, 
20-26 - 2nd St., South, 

finn apolis, Minn. 

Dear Henry: 

Hermfith I am r turning the various it 
the ·8th. 

Uov. 12, 1954. 

contained in yours of 

In photo aphin th sIr oved the coverings so as to avoid any 
glar. lowev r, I put them ck in good ord r. Here are some comments: 

5¢ 1856 S'inele center line. Yes, this is surely lOIJ. and h t a 
love~ item it is. I made two diff rent slides and an enl rged. black and 
white. 

V.S. 5t 1857 - Brown - Type II - lip%- - Arabia." This was a Cunard 11 
ship - and the last wooden side-wheeler built for th t Line. I note the .Y. 
date is Feb. 13, rhich las a t ednescigy. the regular Cunnrd sail d~. I j e 
the ship stopped at Havre and dropped otf the French mail, that is, if this 
letter actually went by the Arabia. Vhat I mean is this - For a lett r trans­
ported. fran New York or Boston by a Cun rd mail ship, it is most unusual to find 
a "Havre" postmark. 

Re - your book. Rather than try to market the rook yourself, why not lay 
the cards on the table with Harry Lindquist, giv h:lln the figures you hav and 
ask him what he will char e you to advertise and market it. If his fi· re is 
too high then try to figure some other way to get your publication expense back. 
The figure you have at present is 3,500.00. Thit> would mean you would have to 
sell 700 @ 5.00 to come out even. This would not take into consideration rna ling 
expense and discounts to dealers. I may be wron , but I think it would take 
Borne time to sell 700 copies. I wonder if Harry tbinks 700 could be aold? I 
really dontt know. Harry surely would be able to give you some reliable advice. 

Please keep me advised and if there is anything that I can do, let me 
know. 

\Vith regar a -

Cordially yours, 





./ef ~ ~--e 7 ("/~ '.Y~->H~$ ~:...~ 
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THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO., LTD. 
MANAGING DIRECTOR : O . BACHER, O , PHIL. 

MENIER BRITISH PHILATlLlC ASSOCIATION , PHILATELIC CONGRnS OF GR[AT IRITAIN. PHILATELIC TRADERS' SOCIETY. LONDON, 
• AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY . COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORk. 

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A . POSTAGE STAMPS. 

REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 

LONDON, W.1. 

aA"CLAV., 

PICCADILLY CIFtCUS, 

LONOON. W.1. 

TELEPHONE. 

GERRARD 

4900 

Stanley ~. Ashbrook, .sq., 
F"rt Th mas ~ 

Dec . 4,1954 . 

~ea~ ;~. Ashbrook, 
I'ha'1. you very much for your l~tt~r of ~ov . 16. I 

/Vas gl_ad to note tl--at My infarnation was of some help . 
TariA.Y INri. te aSKing you vhether you would "0e eood 

e~ough to give me yo~r opinion in thq Pollowing matter. 
In front of mp., on the left, is your article on the 

1347 and 1351 3I3~CrS in Sta~ps of June 21 , 1947( from ~y largA file 
of C'.ltthlgS OD wh~"t yOl 0 mtributed over the last 15 years to such 
p;;l.pcrs - nay be inco!!lplet~, 'Jut is a Tond~rful snurce ()f i~formation) . 
On ITly right I hav~ th~ followi:r:g cover: letter sheet, '~ritten on ir­
si.de, dated A'·C . 10,1853, fI.'I.d com ,lete, addressed to ~ is~ ~mily Allen, 
Ci~ci~qti,Ohio, bearing 1851, 12 c upper left di.ago'l.al biseat, tied 
Jan .l!'rancisco, 8al. ci.raul.ar town p . m. to sheet on the top left pide, 
dated 16 ~.(th, 16 bei'l.g nalf on sta~p, half on entire and a cor­
rect date as to Yl")11r art icle), plus- and now I COMe to my "puzzle" -
a siIL:'lar blacl< town p . m. Saint Louis, n_o (or simiJ.ar, because th se 
t:10 lp.tters are rather faint), S2PT . 16 . A manuscript Marking "10" il'l 
ink just bef0re "I-iss" indicatestr.a-t, as you say, the bisect was post 
ally nnt r p 0ognised . There is not other Darking, such as Via ~icaragua 
etc ., or ')therwise on the ent ".re . W.dY ~HE SAINT LOUIS, I ask . How 
corre? It~ad your C0~~p.nts in nrtic1e carefully ~~d exa~ined many photos 
of similar 12c bisect s (vi. thout uetti~c.> a clue . _'or an overllUld route 
3t . Louis m~ght have been on the way fro~ S . Francisco to Ctncinnattio 

As n matter of fact, ~ don'· like th~ "ti." of the 
l?c very much . Und.9r the q!uar\~ L mp it Sh)dS s:'gns of being ('~everly 
t~uched up in places, especially tne letterg nf the to~m on the stampo 
levertheless, the whole set .... up as such.~ be genuine. vJeieht, incident· 
ally, is much under 1/2 .oz. The writer, a woman, COr:'l21air..s in it that 
many letters arA Miscarried by the mail and hopes tnat this one will 
not be. Otherwise the contents are of a ~ersonal nature, all w""it-een 
'n old ink, in'J 1 ud.Lng the date AU.3.10,1851 and definitely not taMp red 
lith, yet tlJ. ."dan ~rA.ncisco" over t"h, bisect may be improved u:,on. 

ry question is of course not wether you think 
a CQver you have not seen is genuin, in all respects or not, but only 
Nhetl:er the "St. L0uis" in the context would. tr1ake sense and, rerh?ps, 
tally wit"'1 slroilar cases kr_own to you and,if so, ~7hat the TrJ.eaning of 
it would. be . 

Ly sincere thanks i':1 anticip£ttion. .3hal1 have some 
I!'ost l.nterestine and good n9WS i.n about 10 days nn(l will vrite you. 

. 'ti th ~y very best \1i sh'9s 
cordially y JUrs 

{/)J,M -Lr-. 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
lvestminster Strmp Co. Ltd., 

REGFUCY HeUSE 
1-4 Harwick St ., 

London, 1'1. 1, En .... land. 

Dear Dr. Bacher: 

Yours of the hth received. 

D~c . 10, 1954. 

Re - your cover, F .L. from S. F. en f,ur. 16th, 1853, \lith a 12¢ bisect~ 
I note th&t the half a. stamp is tied to tie cover by a San Francisco 
postmark. Thi~ means that the letter \:ent by the OCf'an Hail route Via 
Panama - This \vas the official U. S. Hail Contre.ct route and all mail de­
posited in the S.F. office ,,:ent by that route, if addressed tc the Eastern 
p~rb of the U. S. at that period. No mail deposited in the S.F. P. O. went 
"Via Nicaragua. " That route did not have a mail contract. I note. the 
cov(r is addressed to Cincinnati but has a St . Louis postm~rk of flSEP'16.!I 
This letter vent Via Panlll1la to New Yorlt, and r:ry guess is that it was sent 
thru error, from Neil York to St . Louis, \There it \las fOl"Wcrded back to 
Cincinnati. It should have borne the notati n tllfissent and Fo~mrded. II I 
suppose the Cincinnati P. O. refused to recognize the half stamp, though 
this is .a pure [uess. 

I have records of other covers with the 12¢ bisect that Vlere mailed 
from S. F. on the same date and sho\-, that that office did recognize the use. 
Accordine to nw ~ ecollection, the official Order had not been is<"ued as 
early as AUL~t or September, instructing postmasters not to recognize 
parts of star.1ps, .::nd there seems to haVe been Q.uite a misunderstanding tlt 
some offices when such ~~il arrived. Some offices pr-rmitted the ~ent, 
otr~e 8 nm,' ked ,them as unpaid. It appears that Cincinnati adopted the latter 
course. I dislike passing an opinion on II cover sight unseen but no 'oubt 
the above may be correct. 

I note that y~ purchased Lot 65 in the recent H. f . Ha!~cr sale of Dec. 
6. Just as a mctter of curiosity flay I in ~uire Nhnt it lIv'ti.S th'lt you found 
unusual about this cover? lfay I also inquire if it \las purcbaped for stock 
o for soraeone in t his countI'Y'? IJo obligation to answer this query. 

I'lith regurds -
Sincerely yours, 

(34-32) . . 

Hall ff'om S. F. on l ug . 1 ' , 1853 was sent by the zr.ai1 steamship "\-:I!lFIELD SCOTTII 



WARREN W . SCHOLL LEE CHADWICK 
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MINT SHEET BROKERAGE 
ORIGINATORS of ~ Tho BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E,tobliahod 1936 

8470 BLUE ASH ROAD ROSSMOYNE, OHIO 

PHONE -

CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 15763 

November 17, 1954 

Mr. stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

The enclosed item just came into the shop represented 
as a 70b. 

Somehow it just doesn't "feel" right --

So I am probably wrong. Anyway, I thought it best to 
forward for your diagnosis, whether it is a 70b in the 
first place and if it has been doctored • 

Certainly will appreciate your opinion and comments on 
this. 

Lee Chadwick 

LC:ta 

PUBLISHERS OF THE ORIGINAL QUOTATION BULLETIN o 
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D r L e: 

oad, 
Ohio . 

nov. 18, ~954 • 

• 

an ' t "1001'" 

Plat oo£s of this at p ho { guide ot at ri ht, 
the eroot I!lD. orj.ty of po ition on th plnte. None i. h m on 

).Ih:ch s e von r if th 1ya die proof? 

If you could 1 me hnve this for a eek OA.· t n aya 
like to send it d m to Clarence raz r 0 is t e lead a.ut 0 
proofs an essay . I ~ uld 1ik to crlOW' Ih t fa.S a.ctual1y one. 
mi "ht kn01jl. 

ith b st ,r.tshes -

Cordially yours , 



lov. 27, 1954. 
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WARREN W. SCHOLL 

APS 
BIA 
NPS 
SPA 

MINT SHEET BROKERAGE 
ORIGINATORS .f ~ Th. BID and ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ E,tabli,h.d 1936 

8470 BLUE ASH ROAD 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

ROSSMOYNE. OHIO 

November 19, 1954 

Thanks for the information in your Je tter of 
November 18th. 

You might as well send the stamp along to 
Clarence Brazer to see if you can get the 
whole story on what was done to produce this 
effect. 

LEE CHADWICK 

PHONE -
CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 15763 

Will look forward with interest to the ultimate 
finding. 

Cordially, 

~~ 
Lee Chadwick 

WS:LF 

• PUBLISHERS OF THE ORIGINAL QUOTATION BULLETIN • 



! • CU:.r no r . Brazer, 
Ea." 70, 

F1 hint , N.Y. 

er..r C1 ence; 

Re - t c lo!' . 
proof in the red lilac ah d 
like ~t cl Blu~ . 

you di 

Nov. 20, 1954. 

.-6 fit t d to be a mint copy 
it . I 

nv lope fCi!, its r turn and if 
I l:il.l!> recie.te'" vice of s 

Co 1y ycur ~ 

• 



" 

Dear Stanley: 

ORIGINATORS of ~ The liD and ASK 

STAMP MARKIT ~ btabli'had 1936 

PHONE -
CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 15783 

December 4, 1954 

Many thanks for the word on the "70b" and am glad to 
return Clarence Brazer's letter, a copy of which was 
made per your suggestion. 

I had never run into one where the absorbent qualitie s 
were quite like this one. (In carbon tet, that is). 
Usually a thinned card proof will blot it up and give 
itself a way in a moment, but when this one just picked 
up that usual characteristic in part and down the center 
it had me stumped. 

LC:ta 



Tel. FLu"hing 9·2;;26 

Clarence W. Brazer 
Philatelist 

U. S. Essays & Proofs 
EXCLUSIVELY 

MEMIll-R 

b P t Governor Collectors Clu - as , 
. American Philatelic SocI~ty 

. f Philatelic Amencans Society 0 d 
P f Society-Foun er Essay roo 

Box 70, Flu.hing • .';, \, 



119 WASHINGTON STREET 

TOPSF'IELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. 'lhomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 26, 1954. 

Thank you for your letter about the "LAKES STEAUBOAT" 
marking. My guess is that it is a fake and probably more of the same 
will show up. As I mentioned in my letter to Henry, I saw one other 
oover with the same marking at the dealer's office and I may get 
some information as to the source he obtained them from. At any rate 
I will not include the cover in my oollection, but will file it away 
with other worthless material. 

At Dr. Chase's suggestion, I am enolosing another stampless 
cover for your inspection. The part of the letter having the writing 
has been removed but a note of the receiver remains, "Gales &: Seaton, 
October 12, 1848". The oover bears a red straight line "BALTIMORE R.R." 
a red "5" in a circle and a red "STEAM BOAT" which I think measures 
the same as the New York steam boat marking. These two markings seem 
to be inoonsistant. 

The only eX:11anation I can dope out is that the letter was 
put on the train at Baltimore for New York. Before the train reaohed 
Bordentown, N.J., it was found that the road via Trenton and New 
Brunswiok was closed by ·an acoident and the train was diverted over the 
old Camden &: AJrIDay traoks to South },Jrboy, where it was put on a steamer 
and taken to New York, the Camden &: AJnboy at that time not having a 
contraot to oarry the mail over that route. This still does not fit 
very well with ~ understanding that the BALTIMORE H.R. and also the 
PHILADA R.R. markings were plaoed on the oovers in New York where I 
also think: the STEAM BOAT marking was struck. This theory of mine, 
is, I think, pretty far fetohed. More likely it was a case of someone 
making a mistake. 

Hope that you will find this of interest and not feel that 
I am bothering you with trifles. With best regards. 

SinO~ 

Lester L. Downing. 



., . 

, 

Nov. 23" 1954. 

ire Lest r L. Dawning" 
119 shington Ave., 

Topsfield" 1m. • 

D ar L ster: 

Our Il'IUtual ri nd" H ry 1 r, clo d cov r to e 
and rut that I take a look t it and return it to you . He also 
nclosed copy of his lett to u, dat the 21 t . 

This stCl!tpl. ss COy r 11 s a pale bl ck S. L. ding, 
IlLakes te be t . I Thi is entirely n to - I v r s such a, 

b ore or n this wor' on U carried on the Gr t 
Lakes . I noted the letter insid is da.ted l'BuffaJ..o, API. 1 IB51, tI and 
is addressed. to t . Clair, ach . The blu Buffalo postmark is nat 
dietinct and looks like an '§fI but doubtless it is a "l. " I ronder :1.£ 
the triter 1l"Ote this letter on the 1st and did not Inail it until ek 
later? ~ ess ie the d~ logo ie "3 ." In 1851 April 1 t fell on Tuesday. 

I nO'i:.e th t Henry is su piciouB th t th S. L. :r.k {I may be a fake 
and he could be right • ecause" as he stated, 80 faked tOOl!looat covers 
have turned up in 1 ecent months . 

Here e a fet·r thought t at occur to. m . I believe th t it is i! 
material hether the marking is good or bad for the follow' rea on. Even 
if it dates b ck to April 1851 I do not beli it ie in aI\V sense an of-
ficial. postal marking. In othe' rords, even it' genuine, then it was a 
private rkine stamped on t s letter by the sender rhlch . ht h ve(?) 
indicated he preferred the letter go via the nter route r ther than by 
lan1. This is purely a eas 011 my part . 

1 believ: this letter was deposited in t e Buffalo p. O. an re thus 
treated in a reeu1ar mann r . I do not b ~ i v the S.L. 'ndicated in arry way 
its origin to the Buffalo p.O. d aurely not how that p.O. s going to 
forward it. 

To sum up - as Henry stat , it could be r e , or · if by arr:! chance 
it is genuin then in ntV opinion, it ill priv tely applied. Eith r explana­
tion would not add ~ philat lic interest to it . 

l~ kindest regarde . 

COrdially yours, 
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Dr. Arthm R. Davia ~ 
76 Brooks St.~ 

\1 st Hedford~ Haas . 

Dear Arthur: 

Dee. 10~ 1954. 

Your.s Qf the 25th 'uly received and. my apology for th1sdelnyed aelmouledg­
mente I note you: ... cot1l:lent on "UAY" mail at offices at the beginnine of a route. 
I never took this feature into consideration before but I can" see your point. It 
is odd th<-t lle have a scnrcity of "UAyn letters f rom certain laree offices but you 
ere much better posted on such det ails than I em. I have never rode much effort 
to record e< rly us s of JAY mo.il as my original interest was in covers oho\'1ing liAY 
fees paid by stal!l'p~ or "DUE." 

... 

Incidental.1.7 I saH a cover recently that I borroued o.nd narle tl photograph of 
it for you. It 1.s a 3¢ 1$53 envelope postm. rked Sacramento, Calif. - the use :in 
1$58. It as a manuscript "IlAY.1I It has an odd address - for example - to a per­
son at DO\nrl.!J3ville care cf a p Taon at Hary-sville. Of co se, someone could have 
't-Jl."itten '" Il yll on this letter, but .... ssumine the Llemo is tenuine~ do you not think 
that this meant that li was due? It has been rnw belief th~ t in the early days -
that '" "lAY" on a letter meant 1¢ Has due even if "1¢" was not mentioned. 

. I am hOTEn'rith roturninr. the cover::- t hut you enclosed and sincerely thank you 
" for a look at these. Here are some remaJ!.ks. 

• Londen Letter !tOC 21 l~14." Fritten:In lJuly - pootm. -ked Octo~ r, then into 
Norfolk the tolloning Horch. Ho'.l interacting. I note the rate is 33¢. No doubt the 
clerk figured that he had to ra.te t is letter as follO't'iS: 

/ 

20¢ 
Ship fee A 

, 22¢ 
50% 11~ 

.33¢ 

Re - the cover from Hamburg. This was rated as you sta.ted as fo110\18: 

single 17r Plus 50% ~ 
25¢ 

double 5l¢ 
Ship .2.. 

53¢ 

I believe thet I hnve seen s~ar itcos ra.ted as fcll~lS: 

single l7r Plus 50% 8ll¢ 
Ship fee 2 

27M 
double 55¢ 



.. 

• hur R. Davis - ec. 10, 1954 • 

In other \lords, I nuppose 60 e clerks 1'i red thrt if 27 W 5 due on 
sinele, then 55¢ wa due n ll. double I don't unpose clerk could be blamed it 
he r ed accord in to w t h considered was correct . 

Re - 6¢ rates inc eased b§: 50%. I do not recall seeing a r to such as you 
s ested, viz . , 8¢ . All Ship letter to the port of entry th t I have B en 1 e 
r ted at 9¢ . I believe th t the 6¢ ate as ll. fixed rate of posta e r thcr than 
ll. 4¢ + 2¢, hence as a rate, it was subject to 505; increase. Cur lett ro to points 

I(beyond I beliErlfe that in sone ca cs letters \1 rc r.:.ted as per your 33¢ r te and in 
/ oth r cases at 32¢ • 

The above is f om memory '\lith the exce . ion of the 9¢ r t s, as I find I have 
several Ship COy rs B 0 9¢ . I \vill look up nw rec ~ on Ship cov _ s to offic s 

beyond • ort of entry. 

\1e had cu first snon last ni t - not v ry much, but anou:h to cove the 
TO d, d tod~ it is cold and 20 is predicted toni ht . 

l1e ,dsh you and yours cA. • Y HAPPY, HEALTHFUL . ~ and ev rything good in 
the year to cone. 

Co ially yours i 

• 



I hav 

en, .q. to Ycrk 

o York to Platt burg r ted 

Ha.ven r :ted 

.. 
York to . 
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HAROLD G. DUCKWORTH 
368 LONG HILL STREET 

SPRINGFIELD 8. MASSACHUSETTS 
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hr. H ~ ld G. DuCk\101'1:.h, 
36 Longhill S~., 

Springfield 8, Uas • 

r ~. Duch h 

Nov. 24, 1954. 

H r th th bock of four of th l¢ 1851 - ___ ~..;;;IV_, 
post Ch r-lcston, S. C. apr yours of the 21st. 

I xamin t is ""th d put it in tetro-
chloride and th re m a ff!'lT • creases and a very 
small t a.r a.t right , . t is my opinion that th con' t ion of this 
block i - ce . 0 y fin . Th plat positions ar 26lJ.L-
2711L - 36 and 37IJ.L. The t~ro top t ps 'B" r iers, 
the t bottom stamp r t 1 ' . rr Th ~ i dl'l.gle recut t 
top and double e ut at bottom. The other three stamps are all 
sin 1e recut top bottom. Three of th stamps sho 'I i1doub1e 
tran fers, I viz: 26, 27 and 36. This i th 1854 shade. ' 

IV fee f r ,thi 
return posta • 

1 ith kinde t r e arde -

2. 75 which includes 

Cordially yotn"s, 





• Ezr D. Cole, 
~ck> N.Y. 

DE:llr Ezra: 

ec . 8, 195h • 

Yeurs of afternoon vith r turn of the copy from the 
Hea ley boo l' • f"'r '" s u for"'ot th t I n:ent-' onod that nft.€ I made thi 
~icr filM coP.1 of ~c '·d f3 copy th OC{, I succeeded in purch si a a 
copy .• cost 5 . 00. I hn be archin for copy for some ti..",c. 

I 0, the 

Bcnrce, 

" .e" 
a 

e a very 
rat id l::y the 
"Le Havre" etc . 
a1V kn 'le e or 

5 ' ,56, 
COY 

It is possible your COY r had a p ir of lO¢ ' 55 and so eon cut the right 
stmnp off but thi I doubt - he painted tie 10 ks v ry ba to m an th id 
se s too nall, i . e ., if the "tie" i r.enuine. I uish you w uld r turn the cov r 
to me as I muld lik to show it to a friend an I :ould also 11k' to rit it up 
in a Somc Is u . Have' ou <my object ·on? 

- th other cover. Thi c rried to 1 York by an ~r ss e c. ng 
cnd then on to the xp ess office in Je'il Bedford, illSS . under ep rute COy r . The 
10¢ st p 'as no doubt put en by the uritcr . At any r te" t he 1& Twas c plied wit . 
The. oneil meno reads - IIPaid 12 ¢ xpresB. " 1~ guess is that the riter r.; iled 
t . s at the -1 ~ st minute at the ells F rgo Exp 58 Office nn aid a "bit II (12. ¢) . 
to h e it conve,yed to the ship. therwise he c uld hpve mailed it at the P. O. 
(if in time for the sailing) • . 

• 

Yours etc., 

was say • In otho 
dford, th U. S. P. O. D. 
aid lO¢ for a 1¢ rvic • 

.. 



J .... 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissiom • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK: 7.0966 

December 7th, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Here is a bulletin on the London sale. 

I am enclosing a l¢ blue pair that bothers 
the dickens out of me. Help me with this as a 
personal. favor. 

I suppose you got the news release from the 
Philatelic Foundation. ill you look at the xpert 
Committee 

Caspary does not function any more 
Steinway is drunk one half of the time 
Stitch i:mly knows Guatamala or something 
~ling is a fine chap but knows very little about 

stamps except a hazy knowledge of Twentieth Century; and 
the others I will not list. 

Sincerely, ,. 

~ 
EDC:rukl. Ezra D Cole. 



j 

• 

~. zra D. Cole, 
Ny C~ N.Y. 

Dc r fz: 

-
Dec. 9, 1954. 

today. 
I ant 

(oJ '0 tl c a vice on t. c Lon on . ale . I note that 

f ed 
photo 

n 
job 
it ion 

bou t ot 65 0 poun 6 "h1c11 i about 1 , 050. 00. I h~v an i a he "ll3 

a,'n.re of tho significance of thi cov r but I have not h any co reap ndenc 
-ith h:i..rn bout tl i ale. I d a 1 tt . from h' lrlthin tho c '~ but he. 

.nev'" entio.od there las y such a sale scheduled. I note th you purcha e 
63 and 66 and I 'foul like to a e th h n you ect th " oJ.. 0 '~l . Cov r 
156 should be nic • 

o 'z, I have not had any \lord about ch f' s :L"l the P. F. dttee . 
I note your COOllcnt . It i too d they insi t on rcfusin to 
petent eO.le on the Co ttee but I r thor irnaCino thnt tho a 
up the cash to run the P. F. don ' t l~~t an advance . 

Too ba ab ut 'teO 
be used th such a lot of 

Thanks Ez, tor t e Hind catalo • 

y Cas ry. pc 

I 

to 

Also by x;p s yc terda;r, D.l'riv d a be'" of 0 

is ':ndeed an extrem y nice e eta illdred join 
erful ap.l • T' 

in J!IBJlY' many t h 

\ ith best fi"'hcs-

Cordi 1 yours , 

s . 

• 



(Dln(JJJDlIDjJDD![})111l PffJIllJlil§ W 
M(J1IlI[r(u!foa;{};'lJIIr;JlI1~ ff) ®09 IllD. ([; 0 

January 12th, 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas~ Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 

FORTY.NINE WEST TWENTY·THIRD STREET • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N, Y. 

I received your letter in Miami as regards the Rust matter but I was on the 
rush, trying to catch fish, and there weren It many around, that I didn It 
answer any mail after that time, and I returned to New York on Monday. 
We had a very pleasant time. 

In reference to the 64Ll and the position that Rust has taken in this matter, I 
would very much like to study all the copies which Mr. Rust has. Do you think 
he would forward them to me, ~~~ I ~ertainly would like to see them? I never 
checked the plating marks on 64J..l b ause of the two recuts which very definitely 
establish the position. Do you Jo rite to Rust about this, or shall I write 
to him. 

n reference to the fake l¢ 1851 type 1, I am enclosing a photograph together 
with the note which you sent to me on June 11th, 1949. I note that this is the 
same pair about which you have written in your Special Service. After you see 
this photograph, please send it back to me. This item definitely is not from 
the bottom rows of plate 2. Please note that the bottom stamp has a guide dot 
and the stamp above has no guide dot. Also please note that there seems to 
be tracesof the stamp to the right of the bottom stamp. I am quite confident 
that this pair is 56-66R2 and that the bottom margin was added, and the whole 
thing is faked. 

Goming back to 64Ll. did you check the ink under the Quartz lamp? Would the 
Quartz lamp show up any difference in shade of the inks? 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
MORTIMER L. NEINKEN 

MLN:HL ENG. 



h-. Mort 1m r L . einken 
49 e t 23rd St . , 

JI3\I York 10 q. y . 

D r ",rt,: 

• Cole~ent t 

Jan. 17, 1955. 

I feel SID that Rust \,1 e Ind to loan you copi 
doubt if' he has OIlY of th f ~e corie on < • Th ch nc 
th 

Genuine co ic" of 6411 'th n u hint the 
ot a 'per di ll1:l herewith. I hav a photo of a fin 

which s the dot v ry plain. This ic;ht . 
enou m Bin hould show the~e ote. 

u.,t 

, 

ork, 

ood n plating. 



, 

• 

, 

(;2 . -fr • • fort:ir.l r L. I inken - Jan. 17, 1955. 

e has de good so f~r . 
tamp I .... confident he ras all let and 

accumul~ted a. big lot fl' met rial an 
of the plate. tt po e to hi.r:t. 

nttentio to fok d 64L 
n'ong. vidcntly he has 

e 0 v ry tenni v study 

I ote you hUd a. nice ori ' as none t~o 
oed . I suppos tha.t is one thin thct akoB fishin ouch on f 1 sport • 
no i c;o.y pra;y-"n for a day hen c n ition e all p !'fect . They co 

few and far bet. 1 • 

in hi 
iv you . 

ith .,t liohcs-

Co "illy y u ." 

.. 



, J n. 17, 1955. 

~ . Ezra D. Col , 
Ny .... ck, I. Y. 

De r "'ro.: • 

informs m 

as 

R - tl e Forst 
of a mu ber of th 

em in 

I t inlt thor II e unbe of intere .. ting it .s in th 
corJ1ine Fox 60.1e. I sent for nb ut II dozen lota but V/;l6 rath r disap­
point d' somp r the: . I oubt if th r '-rill be ly blains. 

tater I ,sill ,l~o sen you fl. photo print f t e 6¢ bisect. 

no - 5¢ cp' II mer ook Sclo of D c . 10" 1951. 
(' for our co .t.:.cnt . I.. d r ~ not to h v any corr 

spon ence .:th Lnnbert G Tb r , II I th1.."ll:' he ':5 one of the \ 0 .,t gyps in 
the U 101e rune . e does not "end ne his cntalogu s nny l'!1O hieh . 
fine . -

Tith ' egnrds -

Yours te . , 
• 



[JJn(J[JJJIJD!fDi![j)Jlll lPhlIJl il§ W 
M([JJJl[lTJ1Ifo(J;!llJj[IrllIl11~ r[; ([J)09 11111 ([; 0 

February 8th~ 1955 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thornas~ Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

Just received your letter. 

SALES OFF ICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 

FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

CABLE A DDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y. 

Would appreciate your sending me the pair which you removed from the 

piece. 

I sure would like to work on it. 

Sincerely, 

MOR TIMER L. NEINKEN 

MLN:HL 



• !'t' r L. J 

49 23 St.~ 
York 10, l .Y. 

D r iort;,: 

p • 

'lith re 

Your e. , 

Copy to' ;,orris. 



).' 

." 

~. Ezra D. Cole, 
Nyack, N.,. 

Dear Ezra: 

l.farch 16, 1955. 

Herewit th Jtpaint jobll of the l¢ 1S51 -
vertical pair. It nas 'returned to me r c Uy by 
Neinken ani ?ortgan.g. Both tried to plat it and \'lere 
not able to do so. At prsc-ent I ha.v~ntt til! e to fool 
with it but la.ter I 1Idll s e -lhat I can do it the 
p. oto"raph. Th unole truth is th t the "art::tsttl who 
did the painting, did so much . nkery-business that he 
mde the pair mpoasible to plate. Fv n if it cam. frOI:l. 
PlJ. te 3 it oul 't nean darn t,hing in its proc;ent 
shape. I l:Iay call for an th.r loan of it' the future. 

With reeards -

Yours etc." 



STANLEY B. ASHElROOt( 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

JUN . 1 1949 









173 Tulip Avenue • Floral Park • New York • FL 4-4636 

AUCTIONS· APPRAISALS· RETAIL· WHOLESALE· STAMPS. COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

December 3, 1954 

Enclosed please find a Lincoln cover on which I would like 
a colored slide. I think it is a very interesting cover and would 
also appreciate your opinion and a description of the markings. 

Please accept the enclosed as payment. 

With kind personal regards to Mildred and yourself, from 
Virginia and me. 

JAF: ew 
enclosure 
registered 

Sincerely, 

d:FOX 
New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943 



{ 

t 

, 
r 

Dec. 6, 1954. 

, 
Hr. Jo Ii A. Fa", 

173 Tulip I.ve., 
Florcl. Parl~, N.Y. 

Dear J hn: 

umin Thio l1 S 

I believe that the clerk in the lC\<1ark Post Office thou ht th~t this 
lett r uas a.ddress to France, hence rr.ted it 15¢ due (encircled 15) but the 
Neu York Office noted the error and crossed out the Newark rating. I do not 
kno 1 T11 t t e "due 12" in mnuscript means 0.[' there III no ouch 0. r te us 19¢. 
This may not h~ve been a.ppli d officially. The French t an"'it rkin is fAint 
but no dqubt it reads, IIETAT - UNIS - 1\11 PKT - CALAIS. " The t\ 0 " II v're French 
applied and meant decimes but I cannot explain their OC3ln.n on t 113 cov r . 
The brown encil m rk'" 1; ere no doubt Swiss applied and indic::..ted the sum collected 
from the addressee • • 

Covers froLl the U. S. "'ent prepaid to witzar- and "by French lbil" uith 21¢ 
l' tes ~ e quite ell known. I think the si nificanoe of t is cover is the fact 
that it io an early Lindoln mounn DB cov r - thus quite unusual. 

John 11ile I sincere:Ly uppreci..:.te your k"ndness in ""end" me a check for 
15 .0 for an ax:a.r.:dno.tion of this cov 1', I a.c l' turning it becau'" t ere is no 

reason \-1 you s hould pay me OIlY hi er fee th I charge ruvone else. Had one 
of t he Neu York dealers sent me this cov l' I robably l:ould only ho.v charged 
3 . 50, or on one roo evaluable 5.00. It lIould e [oree th n takin candy from 

children to coept a fee of 5. on t hi s cover. Th fact is I will gladly 
look ov r any cover that zzles you ~t any time and if you nev l' ~ me a fee it 
",ould be okay becau!:le you ho.ve nl\i~S ov rpaid. I rnll\V not .:U.way have the snSll r 
but I'll ive you the best - have. 

I made Do color olide of the enola t "ll end it to you l c.ter . I 
authenticated the cover on the ck but if you do at care for sarne a r ood era~er 
rl.ll remove. 

ith ev ry good "deh -
Cordially yours, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

~II STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS I I~ 

BALTIMORE LIFE BLDG. BALTIMORE-I, MD. 

November 19, 1954 

I would greatly appreciate if you would type these 
two Ie 1851's and let me have them back by return mail as 
they are in my next auction. 

Incidently, they are from the estate of our old 
friend, Dr. J. Carleton Wolf, who passed away afew months ago. 
He had sold a great deal of his material before his death, but 
did have a few nice items, including one of the 30c covers 
from the Payen correspondence. 

PWF 
MR 

With best wishes, I am 



av. 23 954. 

ts., 

..1.. sure • 

. hcs -
Co.. iill yo S f 



qws TA~ ~?F CARSORmY 

CARSO n CITY, rn I CHI GAn 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

Ionia, Michigan. 
Movember 29 1954. 

Just returned from Denver last night after being with Joan over Thanksgiving. 
Joan is in love - plans to get married December 22nd but continue in school 
until she gets her' Master's Degree. So it goes. Rene will sure have no rest 
or vacation during the Xmas Holidays. 

Will attend the DPS Meeting next Wednesday night and give you a report after 
that on Charlie Shierson and Hutch. Hutch seems in good health tho - saw him 
at last meeting. 

Re the valentine with the six l~ Plate One early stamps. I wrote Bilden to ask 
if this had an enclosure when he sent it to me and he replied per attached letter 
saying he was not sure but thought no enclosure was with it. It was Lot #327 
in the West sale in 1943 and in description, no mention is made of an enclosure. 
After reading your last issue of the ttSpecial Service" I note that you stress 
the importence of a valentine being enclosed and this is what got me started 
looking for the enclosure when I noticed the cover without such. Perhaps I could 
find an old valentine and enclose it, but hard to get the right size. It is for 
this reason and this reason only, Stan, that I am passing up the gorgeous valentine 
you sent me nth the l¢ Type IV imperf tied so beautifully' with the black "NEW 
HAVEN Conu marking. If it only had an enclosure, I would sure love to have it. 
Can you perhaps locate the valentine that was enclosed in this cover? Or if you 
think the enclosure of less importence than I place on it, send it back and I will 
take it anyway. 

Now for something else. Art Abelson ' (whom I have a very high regard for since he 
in no way resembles the N.Y. kykes lake our friend Fox and some others) sent me 
the enclosed four covers. Art has had my want-list of covers for some time, you 
know. The only one of the four covers that I am interested in, Stan, and sti11 
need, is the one with the 30¢ 1869, which I have examined carefully and which 
sure looks OK to me. The red credit to France checks out OK with the rates then 
in effect, in other words it went via American Packet as shown in the French 
marking in blue, and the red as I understand it means that we credited the French 
with 2 x 6¢ or 12¢ which covered the French 3¢ internal per i ounce plus the 3¢ 
Channel Crossing per i ounce, and this being more than i ounce in weight (my 
scales indicate it weighs more than i ounce with letter enclosed) required a 
double rate or a 30¢ postage. The cover shows no signs of tampering. Again, 
one of the other covers bearing 45¢ (15¢ plus 30¢) shows 18¢ credit to France 
which too would be correct as each traveled on American Packet. It seems highly 
improbable that a faker would know these things. I'm sending all four covers 
because they came from the same correspondence which too is convincing, and the 
letters inside are interesting. If you concur with me that the cover with the 
30¢. , 1869 is genuine, would you please sign it as such with your gaurantee and 
signature on the back in your usual manner, as in my opinion this cover at $200.00 
is priced most attractively and in immaculate condition. Let me know your fee 
and will mail check by return mail. 

Am also enclosing Art Abelson's letter to me, which please return. If you are 
interested in aqy of the other covers for your own use, you can send Art a 
check for same or I will handle it when paying him for the cover I like. If 
this 30¢ 1869 cover turns out to be OK, the only other value I will need is the 
24~ (of course the 90¢ on cover is unobtainable). Am writing this hastily to 
get it in the mails before the postoffice closes for the night. Incidentally 
I do need a Cover showing the 20¢ rate pre-treaty U.S. to France - I have the 
21~ rate via England on cover and of course the 5¢ rate - but need a 20¢ rate 
direct on cover - do you have any? Regards. 

JGF/ 
Enc:REG: 

Sin~h~ _ 

J. ~ ~~stein. 



I 

.. 
• 
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tec. 1, 1954. 

Hr. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Un! n t., 

Ionia, Ilich . 

Dear Jack: 

• 

R - yow of th 29th. Fir t, th 3 1 69 coy r. i hav~ examin d 
this v carefull.y lind om quite it is cenuine in v ry res ct. Th' 
N ./ York date i not plain ut I ure it is rec . 2. l~ eco ds how that 
on tha.t date Q. m il "hip of th "Bremen L . n sailed from Ne\[ York. This 
r II Amer. ct, II h nee rate and In" kin s on t ' s cov r OJ! quite correct the 

6 e as per your nalysis - 12¢ ere t - quit correct. I do not doubt the 
statements mnde in Abelson ' s 1 tter. I hoy s ed this cover on the back no 
Genuine. H 're handed you a. b nrc:nin a.nd" should have charged you nt lenBt 
350.00 for this cover. \Tith r:r:r endorsel..ent on the ck it i .. \fell 'Torth that 

figure. Hever overlool, tie fact t Hlt cenuine 30¢ and 24¢ 1 69 cov 1"8 are 
worth very nruch mare than S.U. S. figures an especiclly 24¢ '69 covers. 
Hutch paid ne 1,000.00 for . the Krug cover. A oor£oin at that price - _ - Richey. 
Ab Ison Imn.de n true statcc. eot uhen he stated th :t t is cover lOuld bring more 
in a lJeu York auction. Fox" uld ~et 500. 00 for it. 

by do you intend to return the other three cover ~ to Abelson ·hen the~ e 
are from the same correspondenc and should go \lith the 30¢ - He is givinG these 
to you ~ b.r only charging you the ridiculous price of 2CO.CO for the 30¢ 
cover. 

Return the Forwarded cover if y u '~sh 75.00, because e is .robably 
quite high considerinC" condition of the 30¢ stcmp but for heaven' ''' sake, keep 
the other tuo. I think the l5¢ Lincoln in a most attr ctive cov r. I tl in.'< so 
highly of the 30¢ ' 69 cov r, I made a colo slide of it. Do you "ant a duplicate? 

I note the letter enclos ed is dated Dec. 1. 1869 and r1ancin at the 
calendar as I Trite t hi s I note today is Dec. 1, 1954 - How v ry odd! 11 

Jack, I am r eturn ' ng the l¢ valentine 'cover - I doubt if anyone lould 
questi n the tact it is a valentine cover, tho h it lacks the valentine. It is 
a pretty item and '\ orth "'~ 5.00, GO send me a check. If it waen't .rorth th t 
fiture I would not have ent it to you. You should h ve kept both, as the 3¢ 
is very pretty in every way. 

I note lett r froe Bilden. I have n r recollection mether the cover h d 
an enclosure. If it \'ias a ,rest cover did ~rd state th t there as a valentine 
enclosed? 

5.00. 
I have si ed the 30¢ le6~ cover on the back and am chorsing you a fee of 

He - Shierson. I \ ish you uould in uire .:md see if he is okD.;Y. He faile 



12. ~. J. G. Fleckenstein, ec. 1, 1954. 

• 

to anmler my last letter and I wonder jf he i ill? Let me knOl"l, lease. 

So Joan is to be mn'ricd. rJetend our con ratulat·" on" and bcst wi"shes 
to hcr. . 

Thi r d me that I have not had time to get croum to that 1 ttcr 
of yours re - the ~ovcrs to Frnnce, bUt I h vo you lett r on ~ desk an I 
will do so. 

\lith ogardo to Rene and y u -

ev r you_a, 

, 

I 



" 

OFF i ce OF 
VICE PRE SIDEnT 

CRY5TAL 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHo n e 125 

~OF mRson CITY 
'f cORP02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

CARson CITY , rrlICHIGAn 

Ionia, Michigan. 
Decemrer 5, 1954. 

Thanks for your registered of December 1st returning the Art Abelson lot 
of four covers together with the New Haven l~ Valentine . I am enclosing 
check for $30.00 being $25.00 for the Valentine and $5.00 for fee for signing 
the 30~ 1869 cover. Yes - I felt sure these covers were genuine but wanted 
your signature to verify it, of course. I know I could be fooled by some of 
the clever fakers but have never known Art Abelson to indulge in the sharp 
practices so popular with some of the New York operat.ors - Art plays the game 
on the souare, same as Dan Kelleher. 

Yes - Stan - I would like a colred slide of the 30¢ 1869 cover and hone you 
can send me one. 

Re enclosure in the Jefferson Jones valentine illustrated in Brookman's book 
with the six l¢ stamps from Plate One Early. Stan - could you write Jefferson 
Jones (if you know his present address) and ask him - telling him you are 
writing at nv reouest - if this cover ever contained an enclosure of valentine 
or not? In the Wesy sale, Ward made no mention of any enclosure. 

Charlie Shierson did not show up at the DPS Meeting last Wednesday but had 
told several people earlier that week that he would be there, according to 
John Kisselle, whom I talked with. Kisselle had been duck hunting that same 
day with Jim Shierson and Jim said his father was in good health. I have'nt 
seen Charlie tho in several months. 

Also had a talk with Hutch. Told him you had not heard from him in a couple 
of years and wondered why. He was uncommunicative - maybe he is not actively 
collecting since Harold Stark's death - they were close friends, you know. 
A~ay, I got the impression he was not as active in covers since Harold's 
passing. 

Rene joins me in best wishes to Mildred and yourself. 

JGF/ 
Enc $30.00 



GORDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCTIONS 

APPRAISALS 

PHILA T ELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560 Fzffiz A venue 
NEW YORK 36. N . Y. 

November 16, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P . O. Box .31 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS. NEW YORK 

TELEPHON E 

JUDSON 2- 0164 

I am herewith enclosing a cover which I would like 
you to examine and then g:i. ve your expert opinion. It 
is supposed a New York Ocean Mail cancellation, apparently 
applied in error. All I need from you is a certification 
that it is authentic, and there is no need, from our point 
of view, of ha ving it expertized. 

Of course, we will be very glad to pay your QX­

amining fees. We intend to include it in our January 
sale and would like you to return it at your convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 

BY: 

GH/lr 



Hov. 19, 1954. 

Co., 

.Y. 

r Go don: 

Th I f cl son .... bly 6Ul'C tl, t th uno G ~r ... .,._~ _2~=oo:;,_ 
sh d and impre~ ion of th C i! ic tc ouch'" 

Th re i no fee for th abov . 

I t r e ards . 

Cordially yo 



G O RDON HARMER 

PRESIDENT 

AUCTIONS 

A P PRAISALS 

~ QQ,.~l t{C;~ 

PHILATELIC 
AUCTIONEERS 

560.fllfA Avenue 
NEW YORK 36, N . Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PHILATORS. NEW YORK 

TEL E PHON E 

.JUDSON 2-0164 

November 22, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Thanks very much for your letter of November 19 , end 
the return of the United States cover . I appreciate your 
valued opinion but I certainly feel that you should charge 
us for it. However, perhaps we can reciprocate in the 
near future . 

Very truly yours, 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO . , INC . 

BY: r 
Oivl;! 

GH/lr ." \ 

p . S . We enclose 42¢ in postage Wi!lh was 
paid for returning the cover~ 

the amount you 



~. Gordon Harmer, 
% c~tt F blicati n , Inc., 

500 Fifth vee .. 
Ne~ York 36, .Y. 

Cear Gordon: 

Dec. 1, 1954. 

In 'I!fY' Dec r 1st liS rvice Issue" i discussed sev ral thin a 
pertaini to 19th U. S. It [fla ite a lon discussion and I d ubt if' 
you muld c e to mrrte the t' e in brow 1ng thru it . Briefly, h 
are some of the it I discuss d as r lot to catalogu list· s-

e York 
otat 'on under canc lations n page 24 (S . U. S. ) mich read .. 

"Ab",ut lS62, tc. " I do not believe the... is a lOrd of truth t i" note -
no p oof or record that the plate of nine was made in 162 for Husse,y, c . 
It is a yarn that soneone made up yem S 0 and hall been peatedl)' quoted. 
It is ~ personal opinion t is notation s ould be deleted. 

lO¢ lS55-5'Z 
Un er the 10¢ t 57 Type IV - '34 a block of four is li"ted. Un er 

the imperforD.te 16 - Type TV - D. bloc!{ of four is not list • (3 blocks 
of four of Type IV COl!le from tho same late, I think a block of four 
should be included under ,16. 

Carrier Cancellati ns 
Un'ler tho 90¢ 1860 - "Cancellations" th re is "Red Carrier" - I do 

not knm to, hat this refers. I never heard of a "Carrier" cancel on a 
90¢ 1 60. The B e is l isted under the 24¢ 1 60 .37. It such t s 
ist they 5 ely must be fakes or else fr aks of SOl e kind . 

Under the 10¢ 1 61 ( '6S) th r is oJ. 0" d Corri r . " I hnv no 
record of such it • 

If perc ance you \,1 d lik to rend 1 remarks on th hove it 
in nw SERVICE ISSUE I dll be la to nd YOll a copy • 

. :ith gards-

you .. 



SCOTT PUBLICATions. Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

PLAZA 7 - 48 8 3 - 4 - 5 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
A.P.S. 2497 
33 • Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

9]ve 5ighty 7ifth Avenue 
JVewCjork !Qfl.Cj 

GORDON R. HARMER, PresIdent .. TrllostJrer 

December 3, 1954 

Thank you very much for your letter of December 1st. 

I am at all times interested in having any information 
from you that will help us to improve t e Catalogue. I 
would be very much obliged if you would send me the com­
plete article which deals with the points listed in your 
letter. If there is any charge, please let me know and 
I will remit. 

I will hold off doing anything until I receive this 
article. 

My best wishes and thanks. 

Cordially yours, 

GRH:m 

PUBLISHERS OF SCOTT'S MONTHLY JOURNAL 



fr . Jack E. .folomrorth, 
102 Bellcon St ., 

Boaton 16, 1 15 . 

Denr Jacka 

Nov. 19, 1954. 

Your of th 16th r c iv with ch ck or 3 . 00. vry 
ch. 

I 1 a r - Lot 224 in th 
Lehman sDl. . I hop th t you will hI to barr thi 
would lik to photo aph it and ~ite it up .' S vic 
why this sold t such a fancy pric • 

d 

"Curl in eft of 

I lipp up on 
in ch c~in'" 

• 



• 

I 

~.l'.,;t;. 

,;t;.l'.!'-. 
Q!.cn.~.~. 

3Jark 1£ • .mnlrnmnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 '@l£u.con ~tr££t 

tLilo5ton 16, c!fl!lassu.cqus£tts 

November 23, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

cn.,;t;.!,-. 
!,-.:3R.,.!'. 

~.~.c1\.:j,.'J.,;t;. 

My thanks for your letter of November 19th and your checking 
and signing of the Type lC. It looked as if it might be this type 
from the photograph in your book, wt the "curl" in the "c" of '~nts" 
appeared to be considerably different. I assume that these curls 
are drawn in on the photograph and are not as they exactly appear 
on the stamp. 

I agree 100% that the reputable auction houses do not intention­
ally misdescribe any item, wt it seems to be that they are grossly 
careless in not bothering to dip in fluid items that would obviously 
sell for well in excess of $100 each. Such a si~ple test would show 
up practically all of the defects that they mi~in describing. At 
least, I have no trouble finding them myself by that method and 
generally they show up like a neon sign. However, we all make mis­
takes and I never hold it against them as long as they take a re­
turn graceful! y. 

I am enclosing a card with six·1851-7 items and would appreci­
ate your checking them and answerin~ .the questions asked on the 
card. Advise your fee and I shall r'mit promptly. 

J9v\jpww 
Enclosures 

With best regards, 

..,c= -:J~ 
Jack E. Molesworth 



-

• Jack • ~l ro h, 
102 Be con Stre t, 

o ton 16, 

I r J C I 

• 

rOVe 26, J.954 • 

mall curl in the "CM of "CENT"''' 
co of th rht pane of II te 4. 
It pha ized it in photos by 

m cut., in book th "curl' may a 
• 

in( th ix it th't you ,nclo 

bio io a. to rO\1 t p r 2 - a Type II. 

a Typ IIA fl'Ol!l late 4. Th re io a 
om one mi ht hay 

nt , the br ak is too small to 

10. 3 - V. S. of :3 - all Type IV - plr..te positions 79 lL _ . 89RlL -
99RlL - all positions ecut at top, S9 a 9 not re t at bottom. 

fTO• '* _ A Type IlIA - pla.te po ition lJJJ3lJ. - T is TaB in the Chan 
collection in 1 O. I have a photo made a.t that tim - It "'ho D. piece out 
of the left sid • Tho 1 ft bottom corner ornam· t is incomplete. 

No. 5 - Th 
stroyed the type. 

10. 6 - Type III !':rom Plate 4 - Top lin broken - Tide break 
~. For D. stanp to b a type III, good to fine example. fr 
should how a , . de break in the bottom 1 e, as r this tamp. 

l~ fee for the above is as follows: 

I ••••••• non 
2 •••• • •• none 
3 ••••••• 1.50 
4 •• •• e .e. 1. 00 
5 ••••••• none 
6 ••••••• ~2 1!20 
Total ••• 5. 00 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



J'..:p.~. 

~.:Jl.?-. 

Q:un.~.lJ!. 

31ark 1£. :!1llnlrswnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~eaton ~±reet 
~o9±on 16, 2llllassatquseth, 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

November 26~ 1954 

([J..~.~. 

~:ra·~. 
~L~.J'..:Jl.~. 

I am enclosing Lot #224 .from the Lehman sale 
which you requested and hope that it will be a good 
subject for a write-up. I believe you will agree that 
it is a beautiful cover, though probably not worth any­
wheres near the price that it realized. 

The owner was very happy to send it along, 
but requested that his idenity be kept confidential 
since I gather he is not eager to have his name associ­
ated with buying items at such a high price. 

I shall look forward with interest to your 
write-up on it and presume2you will return it to me 
shortly after you have had a chance to examine and 
photograph. 

JEM/pww 

:!: t1~g·rdS' 
~. Molesworth 



rOVe 0" l.954. 

lr. cTack • 

D Jack: 

ill you ple se ext rrl to h:iI!l nw inc 
for the loan o£ the cov r. 

ith regards -

S nc re~ yours" 

thanks 



,;r. Jack E. 01 sworth. 
102 Beac St., " 

Eo ton 16. Iss. 

D !"l.r J ck: 

Hcratith h lO¢ vidence 3. 
the" 26th. The st!1 p looks enuine to 
is sur y not originnl. I regret th"t 
YOll a 'efinite opin' n. 

r Y' urs of 
rut the zum 

I cannot rive 

I co p~red t i. lith th lO¢ on the Providence 
she t and the des n e to ~tch p rfect~. I am 
not ch good on p. Provisionals exce t th t I can 
spot a. Sperati 5~ Prond ce men one c s along. 

egards. 

Since ely yours. 



-

,!>. .:Jil.~. 
~.Jl.!,-. 

CU.CU.~.11!. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

31atk 1£. :!Inltlitnnrtl1 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~earon ~treet 

~o!liton 16, ~a55ru:lrU!liett5 

' .. 

November 30, 1954 

CU.,fi.!,-. 
!'-.'!A.!'-. 

~.;N.,!>..:Jil.~. 

Many thanks for your last reply on my last sending. Enclosed is my check 
for $5.00 to cover your very reasonable fees. 

I have some further questions on two of the items and would greatly appre­
ciate your indulgence in answering them. I am returning #2 and would appreciate 
your advising if you feel it would be worth while to plate this item to see if 
it may have possibly have come from a position which did have the bottom line 
broken and was therefore classed as a Type III? In other words, if it did plate 
to be a position classed as Type III, even though the break in the bottom line 
were small, would it not be a poor example of Type III? If so, it might be the 
best type of copy that some people could afford. Also enclosed is #5 which you 
classified as a Type IlIA and indicated appeared to have been cleaned. First, 
under the glass it shows a definite break in the line at the top above the "s" 
in "U.S. tt well before the perforations cut into the design at the top. Therefore, 
I am wondering if this may not have been a Type III before the perfs at the top 
destroyed the type? Also, was your opinion as to its cleaning the result of 
checking under the ultraviolet lamp or merely from your visual inspection of same? 
If the latter, I would appreciate your checking it under the lamp as I did so 
myself and saw no evidence of cleaning. In returning, please advise your addi­
tional fees for this further examination and I shall be glad to remit it. 

These stamps bring to light a problem which I have had in common with 
other dealers for some time. Namely, what standards to use in classifying a 
stamp as a Type III or a Type IlIA? I have personally used the standard that 
if there was a wide break at both top and bottom, I automatically classed it as 
a Type III. If the break at either top or bottom was quite small but still 
visible and the stamp plated to a position that you classified as a Type III, 
I would so classify and sell it. If, however, it plated to a position that you 
classified as a Type IlIA, even though there was visible a small break, I classified 
and sold it as a Type IlIA. However, many dealers and auction houses automatically 
classify anything as a Type III that has any visible break at all, in many cases 
a break only in their own imagination to be sure. Except for the imagination 
angle, by the description of these types in Scott's catalogue they are technically 
correct in so classifying. Would you say that the same position in the sheet in 
the early stages could produce a genuine Type IlIA and in the latter stages pro­
duce a genuine Type III? Any further comments you care to make regarding this 
problem or standards for classification would be greatly appreciated as it has 
been a very real problem for me as a dealer for some time. 

Wi th bes t regards" 9...4 
P.s. - fy8~ frfo returning Copy #6 and would appreciate your si9n1 9 the back as 



, . 

• .. 

., -

• Jack • 1010 orth, 
102 B con t. , 

Eo ton 16" :a o. 

ar J ck: 

Dec. 3, 1954 • 

Y ure of 't, ,3oth r ceiv d l'th nclorru- s . Thanks v ry much for the 
c c· for 5. • 

Oonsider a ..,tamp \lith a small break in th botto line, s~ a break of a 
mill imeter, anyone is privileged to cIa s such a stamp o.s he ~ ase . 5 for , 
I do not classif.1 such a st~ a a II! but rather a III . If one chooses to call 
it a III I suppo he Me t at rib t , but h hould' nclude "P or ~~ le of T- pe 
III becau"'e of omal1 break in bottom lino. " Or if t e ;.,nmp is from a "Gil re- iet 

sition, he could t:t, poor EOConpl of ,Type III due to nIl br G in tot) and 
bottom lines. I truot yeu et t 0 point but if ot let me 0\-1 • 

~_~~;..;:;T:.;o~t-~2;; on your ce.rd. i" i th. "d o . rote 
my illustrations of the re icf5 on pa. e 232 .. There is a f" int break e the "G" 
of cent ofapproxiI:w.tely 2 ... . I don ' t think it i fo.ir to call this a ilr but if 
anyone c r d to differ with "it shoul e classed as or exulnpl of Type III 
due to the . ." brealt in t bott line. Pronouncing uch a at p 5 a Type III 
subject a dealer to criticism but if a d nler call t i nIA and the coll ctor 
thinks it is a III then the buyer thinka h is etting a break rather th!'l being 
ct. Yo c., u e yo own ju' gment as to wh t if' the 0 t sensible c u to 
pursue. 



2. ho. J ~k E. 101 ~mlOrth - c. 3:) 1954. 

This c n th face, tar crea os an in a poor 10 kin sp cim n. 
All thin do y u t ink it io orth n f c to have it plated tlIld a 
r .leto c by ultr - · 01 t? It looka to m 1ik it h been c1 an but I 
Ji ht b find 0 on th t point if I mad a photo by' ultra-violet . 
I don ' t thi ex en.,e unless y u instruct ~e to 0 so. 

eto th breek in tho • 
H cut 

I tru t t at tr above 1 dhy 
for J·OU. Thero c no fee . 

soion 'rlll c1ar y numbEr f pomts 

"ith r s . 

• 



CARLT ON H I LL. 
BEN~AM I N H . SHERMAN 
CHARLES F . MERO NI 
~. ARTHUR GROSS 
D ONALD .J. SI M PSON 
M . R . CHAMBERS 
RICHARD oJ . SCHWARZ 
ANTHONY R. CHIARA 
.JAMES VAN SANTEN 
CHARLES M . LiNDROO T H 
RICHARD M . S. MANAHAN 
LEWIS T . STEADMAN 

F REOE:.RICK E. PAESLER 
EBEN O. M c NAIR • .JR. 
HERMAN ~ . GORDON 
~OHN H . SHERMAN 
OTTO R. KRAUSE 
V AN METRE LUND 
L LO Y D L. ZICKERT 

~ACK E . M c DOUGAL 
REGISTERED PATENT AGENT 

HILL, SHERMAN, MERONI, GROSS & SIMPSON 

THE FIRM OF CHARLES W . HILLS 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

1414 MONADNOCK BUILDING 

53 WEST JACKSON BLVD. 

CHICAGO 4 

November 16, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

CHARLE.S W . H ILLS, S R . I897-1950 

C H ARLES W . H ILLS • .J R .1 9 t3 - 1943 

FOREE BAIN 18 95-1 9 2 8 

ALEXA N DER C . MAB E E 19 11- 19 4 9 

PATENT AND TRADE MARK 
LAW E XCLU S IVELY 

CABLE ADDR ESS - HILLS FORD. CH ICAGO 

TELEPHONE HARRISON 7 - 7 160 

WAS HINGTON OFFICE 
MUNSEY BUILDING 

1329 E STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 4 , D. C . 

It has been a long time since I have heard from you 
and I thought I would drop you a line. As you probably have heard, 
I have beoome very much interested in collecting Confederate 
material and right now I am particularly keen about the rare 
Confederate provisional adhesives on cover. If you run across 
any such material for sale of the scarcer vintage, I would appre-
ciate it if you would bear me in min~d~. ______ _ 

~--------~-------------------/ I am enclosing a couple of prints,for your file,of 
a oover that I own and whicn has greatly intrigued me. On the 
righthand side it has a shield handstamp reading "Forwarded Com­
mercial Express C Bagdad Mexioo". This forwarding agent, accord­
ing to Page 179 of Dietz's book, was the one that handled blockade 
covers during the Civil War. 

Also, hlmanttS~OU will note a the upper rlgh~­
hand corner of the cover, the inscription "By Commercial Express". 
In addition, there is a manuscript If Pd. 5ff on the upper lefthand 
corner. 

There is nothing to indicate the origin or date of the 
cover outside of a dubious pencil marking on the back reading 
"1865 11

• 

The New Orleans town mark on the oover is apparently 
Type l2a according toBUoer's book and the use of that type is 
said to have begun in 1865. 

The''Ship 81t is a ship marking that does not seem to 
have been listed in any of the Philatelic treatises tha t I have 
examined. Possibly, this was a double r ate l ett er cos t i ng 6p. 
If so, the 6~, when added to the 2~ ship rate, would have given 
an 8t ra t e . 



r 

-2'-

NOw, I suspeot that this oover originated in Texas 
sinoe it was not until about June 2, 1865 that Galveston was 
oooupied by the Union foroes. My reason for this belief is that 

G
the manusoript "Pd. 5" could possibly be indioative of a Confederate 
postage oharge and about the only plaoe that suoh a oharge would 
have been made in May 1865 would have been Texas. However, the~r 
is nothing to verify this although I understand it was oommon 

I 
praotioe on letters that would run through the lines from South 
to North to omit marks of origin. . 

In oase you oare to make any oomments on this oover, 
I am enolosing a self-addressed envelope for your oonvenienoe. 

With every good wish and kindest regards to Mildred 
and yourself, I am 

CFM/dg 
Ene. 

P.S. I believe the foregoing oover is a very unusual one and 
of an order that has never been written up before. 



1 ov. ~ 1954. 

~~. Charles F. 1croni~ 
1414 ~!onadnock Bldg., 

CJ:licago 4, ill. 

Dear Chuck: 

It \fas nice to h r from you also to learn that you are inter-
f' ested in Confederates . I believe they al an excellent investment - they 

certainlyar 19th U. S. and their historical'" oc'ation should make them 
more and mor e so~ ht ll.!.ter as the y TS slip by. lope you do not intend 
to conf'ine yourself" to tl e Provisiona.ls but t at you intend to specialize in 
the 01 field . 

Re ardin th cover you entioned, I suggest that you send it 
dmm to me so that I can ex "e it. The photostats are not v ry satisfactory. 

Re - the manuscript "Fd 5, I bear in mind that ther e was no Confed­
erate rate of 5¢ '.fter June 30, 1862. This "Fd 511 ",as the express company 
chare;e for transmitting the letter and represented "FIVE BITe ll or 62t,¢ . It 
appears that t his designution wa co nly used by express companies operating 
in the South. lW guess is that the letter originated i1'1 Texas an the express 
charge was for transrn'tti r1 t he letter to Hexico and putti r:l it aboerd a private 
ship bound for New Orleans . 

Re - the IJew Orleans markling of IIship S. " I enclose·a photo print 
of a cover "lith N. O. postmark of "AM 22 164," \1hich pas this same "Ship 8. tI 
For. rivate ship letters, the act of Harch 3, 1863 ~ provided a double rate, .!! 
unpaid. For example, Sec. 31 - tlIf for delivrry in the U. S., double rates of 
posta e. " (See Luff - pa<.-c 393) . As this \'las addressed to Ne"(.·r Orleans~ the 
local delivery ra~e was 2¢, so this must have b1!en ov" r Q ounce - thus 2 x 2¢ -
double equal B¢ or "Ship B. " There is no doubt but what this marking is scarce, 
and the reason is that it \-las applicable to such a rate as your cov r or before 
July 1, 1<63 - to a letter of 2 x 3¢ plua 2¢ ship fee . Incidental~, t he double 
rate charge included the 2¢ ship fee. 

Fleas_e return the enclosed print as I lifted it fr II\V files. 

You r.lentioned page 179 in the Dietz book but tho e i. ' not} ing on tl is 
po e that refers to the exp ess company. 

I am sending on of your prints to II\V geed friend Van Dyk UacBride 
for his comment. 

r1i1dred join~ me in best to you and yours. 

Cord"ally yours, 



CARL..TON HIL..L.. 
BEN.,JA,...IN H . SHERMAN 
CHARLES F". MERONI 
.,J . ARTHUR GROSS 
DONAL..D.,J . SIMPSON 
M.R.CH AMeERS 
RICHARD .,J. SCHWAqZ 
ANTHONY R . CHIARA 
.,JAMES VAN SANTEN 
CHARL-ES M. l.INDROOTH 
RICHARD M. S. MANAHAN 
L-EWIS T . STEADMAN 

FAI!:OERICK E. PAESLER 
e:BI!:N O . M c NAIR • ..JR. 
HERMAN ..J. GORDON 
.,JOHN H . SHERMAN 
OTTO R . KRAUSE 
VAN METRE L-UND 
L..l..OYO L... ZICKERT 

..JACK E . McDOUGAL 
REGISTERED PATENT AGENT 

HILL. SHERMAN. MERONI. GROSS & SIMPSON 

THE FIRM OF CHARLES W . HILLS 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

1414 MONADNOCK BUILDING 

53 WEST .JACKSON BLVD . 

CHICAGO 4 

November 19, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Post Offioe Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentuoky 

Dear Stanley: 

CHARLES W . HILLS. SR l e!)7-IStSO 

CHARLES W HILLS • .JR .l a I3-I St43 

FOREE BAI N l e 9S-I Stz8 

ALEXANDER C . MABEE l a ll-Ig.g 

PATENT AND TRADE MARK 
LAW EXCLUSIVELY 

CABLE AODRESS-HILLSF"ORO. CHICAGO 

lELEPHONE HARRISON 7- 7160 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

MUNSEY BU I LD ING 
1329 E STREET, N . W. 
WASHINGTON 4, D . C . 

It oertainly was very nioe of you to answer my letter 
so promptly. I like your way of lending emphasis to the high 
points of your letters with red type. I believe you are the only 
Philatelist that I know that pursues this praotioe whioh is a good 
one. Maybe I w111 adopt it sometime. As requested, I am returning 
herewith the photostat that you enolosed with your letter. Also, 
I am enolosing my original forwarder's oover for your inspeotion. 

I do not have Dietzt ·s book at the offioe, but as I 
remember he illustrated the Bagdad, Mexioo shield in his seotion 
on blookade oovers and said that not muoh was known about it al­
though it was said to be a blookade forwarder's handstamp. 

With regard to my oolleoting of Confederate material, 
I do oolleot all Confederate material and, in faot, have quite a 
large oolleotion already as I had an opportunity to buyout of 
some very ohoice oolleotions including the Sohenfield oolleotion. 
My requirements are primarily for the unusual and rare items. 
I already have two beautiful Southern letter unpaid oovers in­
oluding the Antrim oover which was exhibited in the 1947 Court of 
Honor at New York. I also have numerous through-the-lines covers. 
I have blooks of the 101 rose and tlE "ten" oent stam:r;s as well 
as multipl of others. I am not interested in the general type 
of Confederate items, but only in the unusual whioh you seldom see 
in auotions or which oonstitute the top items in a Confederate auo­
tion sale. 

Some day I hope to exhibit my Confederates and if I am 
to oompete with people like Weatherly and Hart, I am going to have 
to have prOVisional adhesives tied on oover. In faot, the only 
reason that Weatherly won in Canada over Sohenfield was beoause of 
his provisionals. 



, 
-2-

My only regret is that I did not get in on the sale 
of the Harold Brooks material inoluding the nioe oovers that you 
later sold for him. 

My oldest son got married earlier this year and is work­
ing in the firm here, my next son finishes oollege in June and 
goes in the Air Corps for three years and my daughter will probably 
be married by June. Then I hope I will have more time to spend on 
stamps. Time marohes onl 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 

CFM/dg 
Eno. 



to 

• Ch rl 
1414 UOJUldno 

Chic 

D Chuck: 

H th your COy r dth th 
1.0." IP 8. II 

I ent one ot your photostat 
£ollo ks in lett d ted 

Bagdad to lew cr. 
~ 22 p stmark. 

o • 22, 1 54. 

po Gtmerk 

h d th 

Incidentally the latter i I beJ..ieve, or a t,-p u ed jn 1864-65 
U.S. post aftie in re -c pt,ured lew Orlenns. Al 0, It· th t t e 
repr sents an r sa ch e r ther than post rat. As you point 
was no 5¢ rate in th Conted r r:r t such t:iJ:1e. 

eours in ot 1865, all tal tairs in th 
of much COnfucion, and important mail a otten uted by priv te l'>iYY"""'A 

ies. This appe 8 to be an inter st exampl of such us , but I 
it origin ted in Te.xa.s or touched ~ oth r part ot th Confederaqr.' 

inclin 
by th Extn-el'lR CompOl'\Y 
and putting it abo 
origin in co I 
serv1c • 

th 

state 



1'2. Mr. Ch'l.I'le F. Meroni - Nov. 22, 1954 • 

• 



ov. 24, 1954. 

D - C ck: 

n t . 

nc , 

I 



. 
ave 1 J 1954 • 

• 

• H b r: 

• 



Nov. 24, 1954. 

Hr. LecnJ.rd V. H~ber, 
4 41 Canal <."t ., 

NC\"I Orleone 19, La. 

De .... r 11r. Hu er: 

Thanks v ry much for yr:m:r.s of the 22nd. You ~re quite right about 
the "Pd 5/11 on the xprCGS cover an I 0 informed the owner when I re­
turned the cover to hm. It uas n:tV op:.n· on t .at t'le year use ~ms 1865 -
that the letter crioinut :in Texas and ras carried across the Rio GrDnde 
by tho Express Company and placed aboard a Jrivate ship bound for Uevl Orlean • 
That the 5/ (five bito) ms the exp s charge. lty- ess th~t the yeu:r as 
1€65 because I doubted if thot N. • postmark uas in u e as ear y as t~ IS 4 
and h~rdly 1866 because, if' the origin ~<.:.s Texas~ th~t L robably by l1ay 1866 
it could .la.ve cen pl.:..ced in the Texas p •• end bnanamitted by the U. S. Hail 
to N.O. Furth J I did not consider it a Confederate cov r 1101" a blockade 
cover but rather a letter via 11ex:ico and ·rivo.te ship to lITe\'! Orleans at a time 
orior to tl e ootablishment of a TO ul. ... r U. S. mail route from a. oossible Texas 
origin and m., Orleans . I also theorized tl at had the origin b~n i n Hexico 
it could have been handled by the HexicDn mailo a.t a less charge (to seaport) 
than nfive bits . " . 

While Texas had l.ot been t-lholly occupied by Federal troops in r~ 1865 
there was no longer a Confederate sta.tes of Amc:r·ica. 

!w kindest 1"e ards . 

Cordially yours, 

, 



... -

iI'. VanDyk 
744 

Dear c: 

.J. 

, . 

ov. 18, 1954. 

He e is a photoat t of a cover t at belonrrs to my good friend 
roni of Chic o. "Chuck" inforns m th t he is at present very 

een a ut "Confede ate PI vi io s." I have vised him th~t I consider 
Conrad ra.t 8 nn c lent invest' nt and hop th t he \1ill not confine his 

ctivivY to ~ one specialty. 

so info 
ent 
t'!¥ . 

oto tats end r ueated 
lis letter .s follO\< s% 

"I enclo in a co pl of rint"', ior your file , of a cover t lat 
I 0 m ond .hich h greatly intrigu m.e . n t 1 right hand side it has a 
shield handstamp r dine ' Fonrarded Co ercial ross C Bagdad 1cxico.' This 
fo Tardi ace t, ccord" to P e 179 of Dietz ' s book, as the ono that handled 
blockade cov durine tho Civil ar. ' (unquote) 

the 
I note tpe e i not . 
Company. 

Again I quote:" 

on ge 179 of the Di .... z book that refers to 

"Aleo, in rrumuscript you l.lill noto at the uppcJ. righthnnd corner of 
the cov~r, the inscription fEr Co. erci~ ExpJODS.' In addition, t ere is a 

script "Pd. 5" on the upper lefthand corner. 
Th re is net." to indicate the or" in or d te of the cov ... outside 

of a dubious pencil marki on the back reading ' 1865.' . 
The 1 Orlean toun m- It on the cover ~s apparently T'JPe Ua ac- . 

·cordinG to Huber ' s book and the use of that type is said to have begun in 1 65 . 
. Tho ' Ship 8 ' is a ship rnarkin th t aoes not seem to have been listed 

in any of the Phil tciic treatises that I have ined. Possibly, t is .. raa a 
double rate letter costing 6¢ . If so, t e 6¢ , men added to the 2¢ ship rate, 
lOuld have eiven an 8¢ rate. " (un _ ote) 

e - the "S. ip . " I sent Chuck a photo of a cover Tit 1 t a marking 
v11th a N. O. post ~rk of II :ug 22 64. 11 Incidentally hiD eaa of 2 x 3¢ plus 2¢ 
is in error. This "Slip 611 is a v r:r sc ce NO\ol Orleans markine. 

Again I quoto follo 18: 

fiN '1, I suspect that this cover orieinated in Texas since it was not 
until about Jun 2, 1 65 th Galveston waa occupied b,y the Union forces . V 
reason for this bolief is that the script ., ' could possibly be indica-
tive of a Confederate posta ch rge an~ about the 0 Y place that uch II charg 

ould have been de in ~ 1865 uld have been TE::Xll . Ho. ever; there is nothing 
to vo ify this although I erstand it \las n practice cn lotters that uld 
run through tho lin fr So t to tor in. " ( un ot ) 



t2. ir. Van Dyk cBrid - ov. 18, 1954. 

t ention t at I advised l.Croni that t ere as ho 5~ 
ra racy ter June 30, 2 . 

,ith es -

, Co . ally yours, 

1 . 

, 



• 

744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

November 19th, 1954. 

This is in reply to the second of your three letters 
to me dated November 18th, in which you enclosed a photostat of 
an Express cover owned by ghuck Meroni. 

His referenCe to "page 179 of Dietz's book" refers to 
the Dietz Confedera~e Catalog 1945 edi~ion, , ~here you will find 
the Bagdad, Mexico Express handstamp illustratef. Your comments 
on the SHIP 8 marking, and on o~her aspects of nhe cover, are most 
interes ting. 

I g~ther it is your opinion that this '. cover does not 
represent Confed~rate usage in any way~ and that is also my opinion. 
This cover probably ori ~ nated in Mexico pr some dther foreign point, 
and was carried by ship 'fropt Bagdad to New Orleans, where it received 
the SHIP 8 hands tamp and th,e {~ew- Orleans /May 22 postmark. 

..... ,r, 
J " 

Incidentally the fatter is I believe, of a type used in 
1864-65 by the U.S. post office in re-captured New Orleans. Also, I 
think that the ms. #Fd 51- represents an Exp~ess charge rather than ' 
a postal rate. As yo'u) po~n'ted out theTe was no 5¢ rate in the Con­
federacy at such a time. ~ 

J 

<-

Of course ihMay of 1865, all postal affairs in the South 
were in a state of much confusion, and important mail was often routed 
by private express companies. This appears to be an interesting e*­
ample of such usage, but I doubt that it originated in Texas or touched 
any other part of the Confederacy. 

Cordially, 

MacB/HK 

c • c.: L. L • Shenfi eld 



l' 

• Van IacBride", 
744 Bro St." 

lewark 2" l.J. 

c: 

ov. 22" 1954. 

Thanks for yo of th 19th 
cov r thru Bagdad" lexico, to Or1e. 
encl.osl.n.G eopy of a letter I h ve too 1ritten 
Chuck, and will appreciat further co ents 
that you care to make. 

Ith a.rda-

Cordially 7-Qurs, 



C'" .'J wr nc L. copy 
40 Highland irc1 
10nxvi/l (8) N. Y. 

Novemh r 23rd, 1954 

D ar aCI 

I r turn h rei71th tile lett r. from Ashbrook together 
n -ch th poo to stat of the eotu:ner.cial expreG' oompany cover. 
'fui COy r had no conn edon with the Confede cyan is prob­
ably 1665. Toe Pd sl is an expreaa marking which indioates 
paid 5 bits or 1.25. This i in compari on ith th usual 
rate durin the war of 2 bits for tho Adams ~~rc a. The ship 
marking, s Stan says, is Gearce but normal. I am ndine 
copy of thi letter to A hbrook. 

I retum al 0 your oomm nt on the photostat of the 
soldier· s 1 tt r, tog thor with y comment:3 in lonft-hand. 
Please follo this opinion. 

ith best regaras -

Fncl. 

Mr. V n Dy. BoBrld 
744 B oad Street 
N "ark 2, N. J. 

Law, nc l Shcmfi ~ 
40 Highland eirel 

B,onxrille 8) N • 
Larry 



• 

• 
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hIr. Stanley Ashbrook, 
Ft. Thomct s Ky. 

My Dear Sir: 

TEL£ P HONE STATE 2-2920 

DR. JAMES J. MATE.JKA, JR. 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

HOTEL L A SALLE- CH ICAGO 

SUITE 2161 

December 
first 
1 9 5 4. 

Sinc e ',', ri ting to you la st 1 came a cross e cover which I 
t.tlink I need the professor to look over . Pa~ Rohloff te11s me that 
due tc U ', e starn]) thereon it come with your r~ . 'llherefore, I have 
submitted it to you . 

i believe that you shoul~ know the entire history of the 
cover that I know and this is it . it comes from the (j . Meroni collection 
~nd sold at tne Fox sale sometime ago to J . Cav&gnol for ~60 . 00 
who is now selling ti to me for $75.00. I don't mind the hike in 
price as I consider it fair. The on l ;v part thb1. 'b o+-~ prs me is that 
the cov er 1s not exactly tied to . As you can see . ~an you give me 
and a opinion or a certification? 

As this is my first dealing with you, k do not know 
your charge s . I am enclsoi ng a $5 . 00 . If more is need please let 
me know . r.lere is of course 'lPl .OO for 130stage and regis t ra t ion . 

kours very t rul y , 



1:1". Jnr. 0 J. 1atejka" Jr., 
uite 216, 

De"!' Doctor: 

Hotel La alle" 
C. ica 0, Ill.. 

Hermd..,h I om retUrning y r Sit u, Alaska cover a. p r iT .. s of 
the lot. I ot th.t tl i"" ,3, Lot 421 i1'1 th . Cl" n':' Sol , f.,n t ca.ll3 
price was 67.50 . I note the u e is "J ! 1111 Cl.1'ld a _ encil rao on the 
b"'ck is 111870. 11 This ' y iC.:lte th actual y ar of u e an it nay not, 
but if the use uas Jan. 11, 1870, then t is CO" r shctlll an earlier uce 
thnn th record in the Cha, Caboen book on U. S. Territorials . In that 
book, on pa e 298, this type of ' ostmark is illustrated 6 No. 11, the 
earliest use k'llown, June 13, 18Z0" and the 1c.test Ja.ll. 11, 1§71. I 'Wonder. 
if the 1 tter refers to your COv(~? 

I am enclosing 0. photo print \] . chIen e return, sho' a. cov r 
to Eureka, Cclifornia ::j.th a u e t t a.ppears to • e lIJUL 10?" You '11 
note that a tar et kill r .... s used to cancel the 3¢ 1 69 and also the en­
velope stanp. I am of the opl.;,i n thc.t the c eel on the st<lr-1P on your 
cove" was this sane target but a rather indisti.l').ct ...,trike of same. 

I happen to hav~ on ray ,lesk t the p.'esent ti.'ne, a cover from Sitka, 
addressed to Hlller8port, (hi, :1.th this nome post!'!! rk du.ted JUN 15 and 
en .etto indic tin,r.! the letter hact been dated June 13 , 1 70. The cov I' has 

a 3¢ 1869 vdth this sane target killer but not 0. real 1 in strike. 

I am of the opinion t t you: cover i5 enuine in ev 
have 6i ned it ,s such on the back. 

respect mxl 

If you ui""h, I CDn supply you .dth a print like the enclosed, ~nd 
aleo a 'rint of the IIJun 15" cover ~1 .00 each, also a color transp_rency 
of the 1 tter cov I' @ 1.50. 

For, authenticating this COy r I run ch rging you a fee of 5. ,receipt 
of 1;lhich is hereby acknml1edged. This includes return po ta e so I run re.­
turning herewith the extra doll~r th~t you enclosed. 

If they come aQy finer than Paul Rohloff I have as yet to et such 
p rson and I have been aro for quite some ti.''Ile. You re forturw.te in 
having him as a 'Dod friend. 

1~ kindest e 0.1" s. 
Cordin.1l.y y urs, 



DR. JAMES J. MATEJKA, JR. 

I HOTEL LA SALLE 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 
REGISTRY NO. 4365 CHICAGO 

HOURS; 1 TO 3 AND 7 TO 9 EXCEPT WEDNESDAY OR BY APPOINTMENT 

FRANKLIN 2-0700 STATE 2-2920 

RES. 614 N. ELMWOOD, OAK PARK, ILL. 
AUSTIN 7-2220 



\ 

LASALLE PHARMACY, INC. 
2 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 2 . ILLINOIS 
PHONE FRANKLIN 2 .2225 



• , 
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P. O. BOX ~, 

33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS. KY. 

Dec. 16, 1954. 

Dr. James J. Matejka, 
% Hotel La Salle, 

Suite 216, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Doctor: 

I am enclosing herewith two very fine 
color slides of the two Sitka covers as per 
our recent correspondence. If you wish to 
retain these you can send me a check, other­
wise please return. 



J. , 

r • ..,Cl.1!l€:S J. iD.tejim" 
% Hot La ~a1l , 

S'I,l_t 216, 

e. 1 , 1954. 

C icago, Ill. 

r Doctor: 

I run enclo l herei!itl t 0 v ry to! .e 
colo ali CIJ f the t, Sitka covrs s p 'r 
cur ecent correspo Ie c.. If y u is. to 
retain these y u can send rne a c eckJ other­
wie please r urn. 

,ITH T 

Cordially yc 5, 

ncl.osed: 
A2o-13 ) 
A2Q-1S ) 2 slides 1.50 each 

• 

• 
... 

r 



, 

J. 
t 

, n_. 
/ 

c. 3" 1954. 

, 

• 



//~~/ 
From the desk of f r¥ 

MR. VAN DYK MAC BRIDE 



• V n HacBride, 
744 Bro~ t., 

N I rk 2" N. J . 

Dear :B.c: 

Hov. IS, 1954. 

- t circu1"'r 

I at that tho soldier instructs t to bent bor IIAdatlS r uA" 

had not heard of th Lincoln proclamation forbidding the trans-
ssion of thru tho lines b:' reo com n os. That orde):' :ra.s iasu 

about the middle. of August 1861 as I reca. • I lll1l writing rom mary. 

It is my os that this lett was ent un er sepur te cov r by 
F of T via Old Point, Comfort . I~ u S8 it; tha.t arrang :ants l' made oon 

ter tho &ttlo of Bull un. mh Sout took a lot of pri on s at thQ'i.; battl 
ruld it muld soy n t rill that arrang ents \l e soon de to tr~ mit 
mail by F of T. . 

I enclo"'e m herewith of a later d~te . 

Ee - the oarlic Imrnm P of U cov r that you. entioned. I Tote 
thiL cover up in I!\V "Service Issuell of Janu'" -'Y' 1954 o.nd I sent you a copy. In 
tl is connection, there was another cov r fr m the same pri oon r th t ua d<lted 
a fal d~s lat r (as I r call) . Ho' ver" I b ieve th~t both ant thru to isvil~e 
(by Adams) on the same dny. Thus this nen cov r is t third earliest. Co r ct? 

It seems to me 50. CO is not a high price. If y u purchape it, I 
suggest you send it to m a.nd I \1i1l. e n. good photo of it . 

\ ith regards -

. Cordial~ yours, 







, 

.~. 
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IT. D. I. .cInroy, 
16003 - 15th ye., S. T., 

Seattle 66, Tash. 

De r 1[1'. Inroy: 

Dec. 12, 1%4. 

Your air mail re i"'t ad of t e 9th r ched too I e on Satu y, t· 
11th, to et it ac{ t e ~il before noon, the clos"n tout re, 60 I 
h"'d to hold the cont nts ,ov I' until J ay for re i tr~t "on. 

I ~s extr eye and sincerel 
tru t that the_e a no pc anent injur,r ch . this 
t .• impainn nt of eyesi ht i'" r rioua . ainly uld 
be· a ad ay if ruvt in 1 appened to 

Re rdin~ the items you enclosed, ~ 'lich I return her ith: 

5~ Provi e ce - You e co, .r ct . T is is posit" on 12," 
sure it is a Sp t· • 1Y' not inform lor le8".10":1:, th t yo 
feit? I u ge~t yo' do t WOIll im th~t Y u nent it to 
it is a Sper'"'ti. 

ris cc I'd fJ • 1 - This "s aTe II ir fl .... te 12 - r1y" ess':'on, ne\"[ 
lrte, hence t e ink film due to t e neunesa of the plate - surface at highly 

polia cd. I t ink is rice is much too i b . Pe s nally lad not i.nv st in un-
used e r1y U. !::. ., p.specially o. g . copies - old ok 5 t e . oft r b i ttle 
and these old CM 0 et 0 S C1 ack in t 10 • 

Item 2 - S 
~ weak top line. 

.. 
applies. "'his is on of the 

,I.. 

Item ;3 . - Also II ir Pl~te 12 - l~t I' 

~te 12 Type II ich haY a 

ak top ine. 

Item 4 - This is a Type II from Pl~te 2 . I doubt if it is unused but 
rat er a cleaned c py. I I' _ly on ' t au K_t is the s1 0 ic.:mce of the nrk 
on the back. I note your "i nce °th t e 5¢ 1847 an t erox·de b'1th. I 
lad y~ u~ed the re I' solution r'"'th t n the hai dye. I d u t Of I could 

obt in any better I' sult tan., 0 did. I t 10' ht the t p looked like it 
oxidized but p rha}:G it is just ar.-e th~t ·ves it t at appea <l! ce. 

I note you 1d like to cquire a 5¢ ' 47 1'0 '"Plate 2 . " atch for 
cover dated in 1851 - the sta p a fresh looking imp.ess on. I me tion 1851 but I 
BU po e covers exist \"lith "P1 211 st<lI:lPS lith dates as arly s ray 1850. The en­

aved lines will be a bit fuzzy not razor-sh~rp like e r1y ints used in 1f147 
and early 1848. 

Yes, I had a I tter fr Dr. • and I vis him t t ... t present I did 
not h,"-ve Bl'lJIt lin to off in the 3¢ 1 51 Oran e 1'0 m. I .referred him. to \J. 
Hicks and Tr c:y 5 son. 

t 
Daniel~ informed 
to r "t b forc 

he had had revious trouble 
" g t lot to 

• 





J~~, :-
.~~~f-Ill.~ R 

jT ANLEY B. ASHBROCJK 
P. O. Bcnc 31 

FORT THOMAS, KV. 



"' .. 

• 

2. hr. D. J. clnroy - Dec . 12, 1954. 

the buy r fu ed, D nieln c~nceled the sale. As I recall, Dani 1.,. had previous­
ly ... ent him a strunp hich he clail ed he never received. I ptlrcha<""e the iten 
from Daniel at priavate sale. I removed it from t e pi ce and 'oto"T"phed G e 
b.1 Ultra-violet. There is no question but hat t 0 bisect was used as e cee it. 
There was absolutely no trace under t e t ~ of any monke.y-business. 

I \ ill think it ov r and if I decide to let y u hav it it pa nt l"t r 
I will vise you. If you uld like t<> s e it I :rill be lad to Gond it to you. 

Okay on th - ides th"t i "'cnt to you. Tl c e i"" n ry. 

In .... iew of the holi ay volu:: of il uill ou pleas ackno Ie ge r ceO pt 
of this lett r on t e encio ed at c _I'd . 

Tith Holiday Greeti s 

CcrdiclIy yours, 

,,-



~l.g~~~ 
~3~Ft~/~~ 
rt~~ 

~J1V!~11 



~tl/v;' 
~2t/:l 
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Dec. l~ 1954. 

l~. Hillard H. Uack, 
3930 Red Bud Ave ., 

Cincin ti 29 Ohio. 

De r r:r. ~ck: 

H rewith the 3¢ 1869 cover to Victoria. I ~ p1 a ed 
to report that th cover is p rfectJy cood, double 6¢ rate 
to V couver fr m .... 'n Fr cisco. The 6¢ rate to Victoria. 

ent into tfect July 1, lB70. The notation on t e back i8 
correct. This \ 13 in the Gibson sale in 1944, Lot h16 a.nd 
sold "to order" 30. CO. InCidentally, th oncil 1IJ.925-S.B." 
memo is the ha.ndl~iting of ~ old friend Edw. S. Knapp~ so no 
doubt it faa in the Knn pale. 

Later 
I looked up the catalogue and fo nd it las Lot 1683 in 

the Knapp ale on ov. 5~ 1941. Sale pice 20.CO (not 30.00), 
describ d as "extreoe1y scarce use." 

I have signed it as genuine en the back and the e is no 
fee. 

Evidently tl is use was June 1871 as my rate table of 
June 1870 quotes 10¢, vlhereas that of July 1, lS70, quotes 6¢. 

'lith I:\V kindest regards -

Sincerely yours, 

. 5 . I can upply you with rate tables as follows 
July lS68 
February 1€69 
June 1S7l 

These are photo enlar ents from official record8. 

S. B. A. 

1.50 each: 

.. 



3930 Red Bud Ave 
Cincinnati, Ohio . 
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HOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOCllAJ'BY 

EARLY EVANSVILU 
BlSTOBY 

EARLY OHIO IlIVD 
STEAMBOATs 

8T AMP COLLECTING 

IlEMIIER: COLLECTORS CLUB. 
S.P.A ..... P.s .• c.P.s. 

+--.. ~ •• ~ .. ---+ 
~ ........ rf 

Dear Stan: 

.......-.--- --.. u-tID •• ®-u .. -----.......... 

(ffe,u:l fA. ?11e!}er 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

REsIDUCI! 516 bAD STJJD:r 

TELEPHONE 6380 

EVANSVILLE. INDIANA 

.......... -----.• n-@ •• ~ •. -----......... 

• 

~- .. n@ •• ~ .. ---+ 

PHlIATELlC; 
LINES 

OKlO a IIIS51 !IPPI RIVD 
PAC~ COVEllS 

CERMAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH RBVOLtrrIONAllY 
a NAPOLEONIC COVUS 

CAPE TRIANCLES 

• 2!aL .. ~ 
~- .. ~ •• @-u .. -.~ 

I have pwed you three let ters for over a month. I III make a determined 
effort to get to them tonight yet. But in order that b.1 no mischance can 
the contents of this letter get buried among other things, as a cover which 
was loaned to me by M. R. Ourrier of Newburyport, Mass., did (and was resur­
rected tonight only because I was looking for something sent to me by Horace 
Poole) I am making a separate letter of this. 

!ester L. Downing sent me a cover to examine and give him an opinion on 
its handling and the significance of the mark. I em enclosing the cover, 
also his letter, and mw letter to him is at the top of this sheet. Will you 
please make your diagnosis and write to him? I will be interested to hear 
what your reply to him is. 

Yours sincere~, 



( 

- .. ~ .• ®-n'.­

BOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PlcrGlILU. PBOTOGIl.U'IIY 

LUlLY EVANSVILlJI: 
HISTORY 

LUlLY ORlO BlVD 
STEAMBOA.TS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

IOIIBEB: COLL&Cl'OBS CLUB, 
S.P.A •••• P.S.,C.P.8. 

_ •• u-<c!) • • (!jN.g •. -~ 

Dear Stan: 

~=;.=====M;U;~ .. ~;U:;:"======o.; ........ 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL ruGB SCHOOL 
l\ESmENCE 516 BuD _ 

BVANSVILLB •• 1 • INDIANA 

~~~~. ======::::::-.. n.@ •• ®-t-.. ========--......... 

'-C-.~ •• ®-n .. _ 
PIlllATELIC 

LINES 

90UTIIWBSTDN l1'IDI.orA 
POSTAL DISTORY 

GElUlAN POSTAL RISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
A NAPOLEONIC COVEll9 

STEAIIBOAT COVEll!l 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BIU.ZIL .. IIA WAD 

~- •• u-<c!) • • (!jN.g •• -~ 

~ov. 29, 1954 

This is a most unusual situation. I am at last getting at your let­
ters dating back to Oct. 8--exactly eight weeks ago. .All the time I was 
working on the Centennial book of our school, I IIlS.IlSged fairly well to 
keep even in my correspondence with you; but this fall I could not even 
do tha.t. I have been out of town four of the twelve week-ends since our 
school opened in September, which alwqs sets me back a week. :Besides, 
my incoming mail has been unusually heavy. I am now hundreds of letters 
behind just since the S.P.A. convention in August, and I see ver.y little 
hope of ever doing anything about most of it. :But tonight I have set 
aside an hour· or more, if necessary, to clear up five letters from you. 
Then if the time holds out, I will clear up letters to a few other friends 
to whom an answer is also long overdue. Let's start with Oct. 8. 

Your letter of Oct. 8. (1) The Hawaiian stampless cover and the 
stamp off cover came back O.X. The results of the experiment came in a 
slightly later letter. 

(2) You also returned my photographic prints, as I requested. The reason 
I wanted them back, I did not want you to have from me a batch of spoiled 
and discarded prints, as some of those were. I am now sending you two lots 
of better prints, one a. lot of the fakas we have been discussing by mail, 
and the other some interesting covers which have come my w~ late~ which 
I am sure are O.K. Keep for your file all which you do not alre~ have by 
reason of having photographed them yourself. Any Which you don't want, al­
ready have, or find of no interest can be returned if you wiSh, though it 
is not necessa.r.v, as I have the negatives. Keep the whole lot of it is 
simpler to do it that w~. I have done as much describing as I could on the 
backs , but in some cases I would have to do more searching of old correspon­
dence than I can do tonight or than I could do in a good many months to come. 

0) Begarding your letter to ike . ller--I am noting what you s~ about 
the possibility of the IlDue 1" cover being a .,,~ cover. I also have in mind 
another possibility which is at present vaeue in rnw thoughts, but which will 
become less vague (I hope) when I can give it some more thought. erhaps. if 
nothing prevents, during the Christmas holidav"s I can assemble all rnw Eal timore 
51 mOAT DUE _ cover.a and photographs of covers, tabulate their character­
istiCS. and suggest a conclusion. I am a great believer in the importance of 
abundant data. in tabulated form l.f possible, before drawing an inference. 
Something is taking shape, provisionally, in rrq head, but I do not wish even 
to give a hint of it until I can examine it more critically for flaws. :Before 
I write it to you, I mar discard it complete~ as no good after I st~ all 
the data. 

Regarding the impor~ce of abundant data--Illl comment further on thi 
as applIed to mw MAIL ROU~ stud1 if this letter doesn't become too long. 



· , 

- 2 -

Your letter of Oct. 15. You sent me three slides to stu4y. I am now re­
turning them. with thanks for having been allowed to see them. They are very 
valuable as shoi7iIl€ the actual color of the markings. genuine or fake. Iqeal 
Grabert has worked up a fine lecture on his collection of territorial covers 
and another on his collection of way covers, with color slides. That is a 
branch of photography I have never gone into, though I have acted as apprentice 
or unskilled helper to several other collectors who were shooting such slides. 
It is nice that you have slides of the two fake covers, and the Sag Harbor 
cover is really beautiful. At the S.P.A. convention BOr ce oole came bringing 
several slides, and he had bought him a neat little sqUint-box for viewing the 
slides without projecting them. 

Your letter of Oct. IS. This contained some prints, but no letter, unless 
I have mi sfiled it J which I don't think has happened, as I always keep every­
thing from you in its original envelope until it is answered. The prints were 
two STEAMBOAT DUE I' s, both to :Bel timore; a steamboat (not so marked) DUE 2 cts. 
postmarked Baltimore, to Washington; and the Eawaiian l3c Boston ngraved faked 
onto my stam,pless cover. .Am I to keep these prints.? If I may kee!> them, they 
will add to my data on Baltimore DUE covers. 

Your postal card of Nov. 22. in which you ask about Lot 98 of the Harris 
sale of April 27. Your friend is right, the lot (I mean the cover) was not in­
cluded in the listing in the book. It was not an error of omission, however; 
the Admiral must have gotten it after the manuscript was finiShed, as the list 
of such covers in the book was printed exactly as he sent it to me. This goes 
for two lists : the straight-line HONOLULU postmarks , and the 5c on l3c manu­
script surcllarges. Both are exactly as he sent them. 

Your letter of Nov. 14. This contained your letter to Lester L. Downing, 
with covering letter to me . A letter received today from Lester states that he 
now regards it as probably a fake . You are surely right. even if genuine it is 
entirely private and of no philatelic significance. Bat the fact that we are 
having almost an epidemic of fakes of steamboat covers (which is inevitable 
when a category of covers becomes much sought- after) makes me suspect it as bad. 
That dull gray iIlk does not look like the ink of a century and more ago. 

I think I have room for a few comments about my MAIL ROUTE study. The 
amount of material ! have examined and recorded since the article appeared is 
amazing, and it is illustrative of the widespread co-operat10n I get every time 
! undertake a study. I also got a very beautiful cover by purchase from Doc 
Chase; it came to him on consignment. and he let me see the lot of four covers, 
of which I kept this one--at an atrocious price , which he was not authorized to 
revise downward. This was a brilliant, clean, fresh, neatly gotten up cover of 
the Savannah WL ROUTE mark. It is an inq:>ortant addition to our knowledge of 
the use of the mark at Savannah. Before I burst forth with my "Second Report 
on the Mark MAIL ROUTE. II I'll send you a copy of 1II1 extended list of covers and 
my conclusions. It will all take shape when I can organize 1II1 list by cities 
at which the mark was used. Somebo~ wrote me that Maurlt.ce :Blake has a theory. 
Yes. I have a long letter from him, dated last August, which I have not even 
digested. All I can anner him is what I have written you ,here--tbat I will 
send him a cop,y of my lists and my conclusions before I send the article to the 
publisher. I feel quite sure that Maurice does not have an a.ssemblage of data 
on the subject such as 'r have, and reasoning from insufficient data is one of our 
chief cources of error. I do not want to commit nwself in a;ny w~ until I have 
had a chance to work over it as the subject deserve. Next time I'll try to 
reply to your letters much more promptly, as I alwSfs did until recently. 

Yours sincerely, ~ 



Deal: Stan: 
;;)~ 

d use so many of ' the 
photographs I sent you. Always keep as ID.8ny' 
a.s interest you, as I can always make more 
prints. I , have made another lot of shots , ~ 

and will send more prints as soon a.s I can 
get an evening to make them. I t ~ be a 
couple of weeks. 



(THIS SIDE 0" CARD FOR ADDRESS) 

Mr. Stanley E. AShbrook 

33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, ~. 



ec. 3, 1954. 

tain them. 

Lot 95 

11, Ind . 

-ch tIs t· ou :m 

- H3: raii CO" r - • 9 
You 

I huve car full:r not. y IT rem rks on 
be e~tly interested in f,rth r developm ts . 
touch '\:lith laurice Blake. He is a veJ:Y car ful 
\,ell- infor. ed. 

• Thanks v ry . ch for re­
thouehtful of you to end me 
th ,thers . 

f ct . 

leuler. 
d both 

s 

- 1, you c l'tainly cnn re-

Thi~ co 
lui n it 

ur II ';I. Route" tudy an I lr.i.ll 
I uas plea.,ed to 1 re in 
and ke n ~tudent~ i t e 

I hcve attached notat · ons to Gome of the rints I am 1 eturnin herewith. 

One of the prints th"t I am r t a' ine is the !11m. 1 Rout e" of Frovi 'ence. 
T is i indeed nice - You m ntioned i t ill: "'" former 1 tter - To bnd Bob 
Chamb rn and Tu or Gross a-e no ive. I lOnder if they knm-l about this marking? 
It i" 50 r e ( ' n oni" n) I th' 1. it d Gerft s ci.il. ticle in "s :PSI! 
for tte. po of tX"'Ji to 10c t du io teG . B the' , dl u m-:nt on t 

• in ne of y ur ~ icles? I note this 1 tter origin ted t Ch rl ston> S. C. in ec. 
1826 (?) . HOll do ou fi ure the 1 1? D:id u cw a rint of t i to Hauirioe 1ako? 

e ;;. th 

R - th in 
As yo ubt1ess 0 t lIall rrw reco-:'ds" 
tion but remain in my custody uri 
kindly cot to m 

He - the frike cov r of Nrn Crleans St ru Bo t of 
I am keeping this print and I om "endinr; it to Go don 1 

50 

eo 12 - Lou ville Nov 2S -
or an in .. uirin by he 



nevel'" entioned this onel 

I 

s -

Perha13 he can loc.~te it and h va it cancelled. 

h n B • ri ed to learn that the f e uO roit 

Co .• di ly Y UJ " , 

one of tee !'il1ts 
? 



• 

love 17, 1954. 

I • PhiliP G. ust, 
Rout 5, 

Tho ville, Georgia. 

Dear • ust: 

Here\lith I am enclosing r:ry' ¢ 1869 cov r . I bcli vo it 
\1ould be rise for you 1;-0 acquire t is bef'o e it passes to so eon el e. 
The price is 500. 00 • 

. lith every ood ·dsh-

Cordially yours, 

P.s. n second thouCht, I am also encloein~ a color sli e of th 5¢ 
' 47 - 90R - an one of t eCole 10¢ le47 32R. I ch g 1 . 50 for rnaki g 
color slides, so l:eep these it you wish 1 . 50 each or r turn to • 
These re quite beautiful: in ll\Y opinion. 

S.E. A. 



•• 

.. 

.-J , 

lI'. Philip G. Rust, 
Route 5, 
Thomasville, Ga. 

Derlr 11'. Ru t: 

Nov. 26" 1954 • 

Regardi our ph ne conyer ation f this t moon, encl03 d is a 
rint that I rnnde of th 24¢ '69 COY r when it \las in the f- . If. Ric ey 

collecti n . Note the pencil notati n in louer ri ht "S. • • - 9 0-43 . I 

On the nega.tive I 'painted the 24¢ stSI!1p ed 0 that in t. ... int 
it ould not int so d ep - this ace ts for th li t d d rk pots 011 

the }:rint. T lO~ t sho IS d k brmm un the perfora-
tions and so do s the 24¢ but app ntly more notic 1 on th lO~ . It 
never occurred to me for an instnnt th t t ere waD anythin ong lith 
either of the four corners or he 24¢ . If I v r notic d anything l!\V only 
explanation th t occur to e nust h v b n di ... color ti n cued by th 

I simply cannot b lieve th t cit er t e top or bottom riel t corners 
h.3.v be repaired in a.rv w~" because I su:r-e I uld hay notic s 

stated, the only explanr-ltion that I can :LV aft r tu . t e p etc-
graph is that t e disc lor tion of the top ~ botto p rfs u c~ b.1 
the broun roun. I be ieve that it you will exa..~i the "tamp un er your 
microscope that you HI f d it nd in ev r leul that your 
finding lill gr e ith nw de uction a. ove • 

• 

I • Lurf at ted in hi book on lll, r fe Tin to the 1 69 Issue, 
quote: liThe gum varie fro ye1lowi} - it to brown. II . 

It is nv impression that at first a rather 
t he late months of t e issue a very bro In 

frOIJ l/hich I roved 3¢ 'Jt that a brOlm 
envelope. 

r·ty kindest r u.rd . 

ordially your , 



t o 
I 
inte 

place 

wa ... 
, an 

Nov. 24, 1954. 

, . 

'V kindest gcrd-

Co rd 1n1ly y"urs , 

Enclosed: 
l O¢ , 55 cover to France 
N.G. Jan. 19, 1857 -
to Uantea, France - New York Feb. 4, 1857 
Pric 75. 00 

is fa "Service" PI oto '39 

cov r 
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'. Ca :Toll has ~ 

, cul 
paint 

oc: 

1 

__ "",_..-es . 

Dec. 21, 1954. 

J;c. 10 
seen h r fo el 

5 V r yours, 

P. an' ntY' au hter 
n y a s . 
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..r. Stanley B. J. shbrool{ 
33 lI0 .Ft .Thomas Ave. 
:::t • Thon1<.'1.s , :~y . 

Dear ::r • .1 shbrook: 

PHIL.IP G. RUST 

WINNSTEAC PL.ANTATION 

THOMASVIL.L.E. GEORGIA 

Jan.lst.195!;). 

Thanks so nuch for your Dec .29th note and the letter 

from Heinl{en.The ChristY'1as holidays put a quietus on my stamp activ-

ity . That is ,\7hy you've not received anything further from me in re-

gard to operation "111 to IV . II Instead of sendins you items piecemeal, 

I've decided to Vlait till I g et the 2 painted lots from Fox,and one 

or two other things. The evidence vJill be put in shape by me and 

you'll get it all at once.One of the ones you saY! ShO\"IS the green 

lire - cut II line on top of the postmark.The post 11a.rk is a bit fOGey --
at this particular point, so it tool{ 80 porTer to really prove my 

lJoint .This is the only situation I 1m 0\,,1 of requiring high power .... 11 

else seems to be taken care of nicely by the 6 to 18 110wer range. 
ink 

T~lis same stamp Shm"lS some of hisl\ spilled on top of another portion 

of the postr.lark . You 1,"'ont need to I'Trite 8...ny more letters to Dr . Chase 

or Nein"\cen after you get my next bunch . I shall plate each sta..mp, 

and send you several copies of the undoctorod position on ec..ch 

phony for c OY'1parison. 

The stamp I've been referrins to above is the final 

item of my Dec .3rd .letter-- lI Lot 262, ~hrl:ler." This is the only time 

the artist ( t ) slipped and used a stanp having a postmarl{ which en-

tered the territory of his re-cutting activitiesl 

Another thine;,you are right in saying that it is not 

complete proof \"Then a suspect fails to have 6LjLI I s plating ma.rks . 



· .... 

_Oi.lever,it is a mUCM stronger case \1hen the suspect l1.as all the 
dt feren~ 

platinG ar' s of a
A 

1'lel 'mo .... n :)osi ~lon.This eatu-r>e, ts the It. e-

cut II on TOP 0"" t"le :')ostnmrl{ wi 1 be the 2 lllain !,>oint s of 'Tly evid.ence. 

One ':1.ore chine,I can honestl - see a i:::' erence in color 

of t'le ecut lines in the phoni.es .This as con:Li..rned (lurinG the 

holidays by the 5 otller :iusc s . I don t t 0- ect to stress -this point 

but I \'loul place a bet thllt if all but the phon: :-aecut line "."lere 

covered up (Under t 1e microscope), that I could spot it by color al')ne; 

.1. .. I nas 0.1 owed a bit of co or on t:1e rest 0:: i.:1e surunp,alon side. 

~"1.i3 broad stacer.1ent only applies to t e ':- -;111ch I say are painted. 

: 'atur"..lly ,our friend could i.:") "'ove on 1:"S color n ro n ti'ne to tine. 

I a: sure thaG l"l" . ~ honies are the 70 of one man. 70x says :le t s 

dead. _.0-.7 he 'morrs this is a 1 ystery whic':1 I lave not pursued' 

.li th best lis~1.es for a veyy ha::;>py 1 6\'[ Year, I am, 

Since-"ely yours, 

~-~ 



Jan. 9~ 1955. 

ttention: 

• 

,. 



", ' , 

PHIL.IP G. RUST 

WINNSTEAD PL.ANTATION 

THOMASVIL.L.E, GEORGIA 

tlr. S. B. Ashbrook 
P.O .Box 31 
33 No~ Ft. Thos~ vee 
Ft. Thos. Ky. 

Dear lib:'> ~ Ashbrook: 

I run enclosing a check to your order in 
the amt. of ,~ 578 in full pay t t . for: 

(1) The Richey 1869 cover to Lima with 10¢, & 24¢' tied. ~:p500 

(2) The 10¢' 1855 Ty III cover,H.O. to Nant es, (Garnieri) 75 

(3) Two color transparancies 3 

578.00 

Also three items are enclosed for com-
plete analysis: 

Item A A 10¢, 1855 on cover to Ynnkee Jinra..This is can­
celle5. ~nd tied with a PAID. Please pass on the cancell­
ation and the stamp. The stamp was,I believe pos.30tL, and 
has the necessary re-cut lines painted in with plastic 
inl{--of' the wrong color' I am not qualified to pass on the 
cancellation. (Sold to me as a 64Ll coverl) 

Item A g enuine 10~ 1855,pos. 91R purported to be un-
used. Will you pass judgement on this phas e the matter,with 
the usual photos? 

Item-- l
' Thiis is Lot 1162 -----

Will you confirm this gem as a paint job,for me? 

All of these pearls beyond price cost me a lot of 
money during my infancy as a philatelist,so rrullce a very 
official 1001dng document on each item(Darn the cost,) 
and I'll try to get some of it back. 

Say, your build-up on the 1847' s on cover in the 
coming Harmer Ltd~ sale will probably cost a f~w extra 
hundred . How about doing this AFT ..... B the lots of this type 
have been aquired by some of your old palsy Ylalsies. I 
h ad bid on this combination cover 'with the strip of 3 of 
the 10y{,and nOVi I've had to increase 1"IJ bid--and you Imow 
why! I bet all these angles never crossed your nrimd when 
you 'VTI'ot e it up . 

I hOlle you can come by here SOl11e time if you have 
youth .This is on the wa¥-60 all the Hoolc-nosed 

\>\ F\o,\.\.",,\ '\L~ 



~tt& £2u., /g - /b-

1M.. 6(11 ~ %-'7 R.. (?¥ ? 

U7~1 II 2aL 



rr. Fhilip G. ust, 
Route 5, 

Thor.l Gville, Ga. 

De r Hr. Rust: 

Dec. S" 1954. 

YO\~s of the 3rd received with ch ck for 578. 00 for hich l~o e cc pt 
r:ry thnnks . 

I am ho1 in,! t thr e it '" t t you sent T"e pen in further mstructi ns . 
erford' the"'e: 

to Yo-11k e J 0, Calif. I am ple .... oed to 
covor a enuine in 0 res ct . Th t P is ~, 

the P c cel is.p rf ctly ok"' . rom n1{oy-bu"in~s'" of m:ry 
kind. Thic coy is fron the GIVTI.i correspondence, a 'find" with l' ich I h"ve been 
f,"",'Ui i r, for OIJ thirty or thirty- five yeo. s . I .ecall t ~t old f1'i d Alvin 
Oood of Clovelan , hl'1' a. largo lot of "Given" cov'~ n t 
Cov r. fr "Topsh "to Yankee Jims and vice versa. I on - 0'" 

r=<my of the Topsham covers had st" p tied by the bl"ck ~ pry co r . 
The st .p is the oubic recut ~, no rrl. toke about th~t . It is quite a £' 
ample of a lr..te z-1nt . Th ro is quite a iffeence of the 10 recuts in ly and 
1 te p • te. For example, I ju ge the usc from To harn., ll. 1 Y 14 lS2J (no yecr 
dr.to of 1856 knmm from t tmlIl) . By this tir.le the pl"te had been in u e for tl 0 
Y ~ 6 . I 'muld not class t' in imp essi6n <16 ~ but r ther not an e" 1 impres on. 



/.2. Hr. ilip G. Bust - Dec. 8~ 1954. 

\'1hen purchll.sin any U. s. unused atanps issued prior to 1857, it ie l:Tell 
to bear in mind th t 99 ut of 100 are cl aned. I will In-lait instructions on t is 
91R. I uill also a color slide, if you :ish. 

Item "e ll - lO~ 1857 - This is positively a double recut ~ - a. 1 te 
pression from a '1 rn st. te of the pl. te. This copy sho IS very plainly the charac-
teristics ll~'t~oned above: . 

rly' ressions show blurrs of color as 15 pl abov the right [-
across the center bott m, etc . I enclo"e photo of 6411 'from the rou s s _e of 
1944. This tm:lP sold in the sale 200. 00. 

Re - ~ \!I'ite-up of the 35¢ I am sorry if 

so b "'ure 

Tha..>1ks v Iii ouch for the invita.tion to rtop by and y yeu 
lieve Florida i'" ood place to steer cl ~r of in the \ lter n nt 
accuse me of e (7 Anti- er.:rl.tic but thr,t llccusnticn in q to 011 t::.II./.J.l.'.~t:.I 

, etil e next sp im ... I sort of plan to riv da m to 01 C rnc in ........ 'u.U<~ 
and then to d. it sone friends in ·iob· e . Tho E orson Krll3s of Birmin hom have 
pro sed to accompnny uc . I' <lIlt to rite a st ry about 5 e , t a I h"v on 
Claibcrne. :1tybe e c uld drop t:n d ce the st, tit th~t t' e. 

\:ith best a os -
Cordinlly y u ' , 

• 



F()A.t t ~ (O/?-fl -5t-i - t~ OIl" 

n~ &/'-V &o.A- (j~-
~~ 0 



ITr. ~tanley B. 
Ft. Themas, -"y . 

PHIL.IP G . RUST 

WINNSTEAC PL.ANTATION 

THOMASVIL.L.E. GEORGIA 

Dec . 10th.1954 

shbreelc 

, Se.e. fa.~e. 01 
't V'\ ~C> u... Y (5 & 0 \<.. c!:> "\ 

+~e:-' \oc\ \~6Q""1 
l"'e.. \0..."\,",, ~ +0 ~o, . 

Dear lIr. ~ shbreek : '2.. ~ L Y 
~liter eur phene cenversatien 0'1' this afterneen 

I called Fex IS effice. _e ViaS net there and So' I asked Iliss ':!ill­
i~s to' ret his permissien to' send yeu lets 691 and 751 0'1' his 
Dec.15-16 sale. These are beth listed as 64LI ' s,but I assu.re_.-1_ .... 
t11.ey are anything but, The fermer is Pes.23LI,having all 0'1' 23LI I s 
plating marks LSO with the marGin at tep that it has ,it sheu e ~ 
shevTine the bettel'l re-cut line 0'1' 54LI.I measured tllis l1ith a very 
accurate glass scale under the stereO' Micrescepe. The latter(Let 
751 has nO' detec:bable plating marl,: easily seen, but I think it is :> .8.A 
89R1 ,befere 2:. after painting in the pheny recut lines.liaturally,I 
have 5L~ and 64Ll in vertical blecks sO' I kne\"l hew they are spaced. 

I have plated ,nnd have in my pessessien the 1'0'1-
lowing: 

157 
876 

cepies of the 
" ,I 11 

" " n 

Type I 
It II 
n III 539 

112 " It n " IV including 20 genuine 64LI ' s and 
2 paint j ebs. 

I give this statistical infermation only to' illustrate the fact 
that I sent 0'1' li'{e this stamp,and after plating 1684 0'1' them 
I have a passing fmniliarity vlith their plating marks . 

I am sendine(enclosed) the felleYline; fer yeu to 
use fer a Vleek er sO': 

• 
1 •• hel-'iz. strip 0'1' 63,61\_,65LI,let 36L~ in the Heedy sale;'erf. 

2 • .I. Type IV,64LI,Let 318 Fox Sale,10/28/5L~ perf. 

II IV, 6~_LI, bet frorn -:rard,perf'. 

Please nete the very plain plating marl\: under the :s 0'1' cBnts,and 
a fainter one under the C 0'1' Cents.This mar: (er lnarcs)is illlder 
every cepy 0'1' 6L!LI I have, which has eneugh margin at the bottem. 
The marks are absent fron the tne copies I sent yeu :;)ec . 3rd.and 
the tYIO that yeu. rrill receive fren Fex 

This whele business is very interestins to' me,and 
I know yeu'll have fun \fith it tee. 

1 value the above three items at ~.;i700. 



.. 

.ir. John Fox" 
173 Tulip Av _, 

Floral Park, .Y. 

D r John: 

691 
Her th the two 10~ lS55-57 f 
751. 

Ir. Philip G. t 
recut lin s p 

In vi o£ the ho.L.;L,~ 
of this 1 tter n t 

D c. 13" 1954 • 

y ur" c of c. 15th - Lots 

11lyupl 

Cordially yours, 

Copy to 
• Philip "t. 

ceipt 



~----------------

:Ir. Pilip G. u t, 
cute 5, 

Tlio. "'" vjlle, a . 

Do r • at: 

ec. ,1954. 

of . he lO~ 1855-57, 64ll, ir -
5th, be' Lo 691 d.m. They 

iv ry S turday nicht. I all eturnine th i .. - r i t red -

I ~ lso in eeei 
entio 00" ill 0 " hich I 

carefully. 
eIV 

e dots . 

I enolo"" c py of n:w:!. t r to hm. 

• "th t three items 

to tu y ry 
855 

Re a.rd· g the spacin bet en 541 - 641. On your too trip I note the 
cp"lce bet 'een the recut line on 54L and the top recut line on 64L is 1 6/10 f . 
On the Fox st , Lot 691, the aa.ce ma.rgin· 1 7/10 10l . t: is is r t er 81 1-
cant but I nder if it is conc1u ive? I have a B & L - . 6x - lith scale of 1/10 lH. 
I measured. th above v ry co Ully. It e to me th t paper shrink e could 
account for this 1/10 lUi d1fference. 'e st r ber th t t ese ahe ts of paper 
lier e do.rn.p 'hen t he rint raB m"'de. I think ink t is ite an :iI:lpo t nt int e-

"'rdiIli the Fat st p but b fore c ing to nny definite conclusion (if such is 
possible) I 0 d 1ik to pursue t i r-tuqy further. 

One thin th't puzzles ne and aia a ue.,tion in my mind. n certain 











h2. 1. Philip G. P.u t - Dec . l5~ 1954. • 

stamp.., that ;you be ieve to be faked I note that the space betw en the lett rs of 
the top label rllld the top line appears lider than on t c loody 64L. To be mo e 
explicit - the di t ce bet t en the top of the I Tn ( TA ) and the rec t line 
se lcC's en th k>o tanp t an on the Fox star.Ip~ Lot 691:. n t e IIGiv II 

COy t d"otance t 2/10 • 

th~t Y u pu cha cd fr rd has an unusually h avy t p line. 
I did lTonder bo t t is c • r id y u c nsider it okay? It e ed to e th t if 
I as t uesti n any of the e 61. 1 it . tId be t i..- 0 d tamp. H v ~ I did 
n t ive it a careful e~'amin ion but I 1 'a!nine I'1Y hoto ints lcter. 

l.ot 31 So.V. h t p line .: ch is v ry clo~e to 
the to 

I am rel:dth r eturn" " a~ 
3rd and lOth~ an lith 1 . 000. 

e - the Fa 
doubt abouL th t < 

, as frunt s ntis 
s·t"on, t 1 nst, 

fur-t 

th it ~ cant incd 
valu tioii:. 

e thr 

Yes, I quit a ree th t this i~ a rna t 
~inc rely 'ish to solve. 

re on t e cubject later. 

ith ev ry good \ ish -

Co dially yours, 

tOTO 1 tt of the 

roblein on tl at I 

• 



• Philip G. t, 
00 5. 

D C .. 14J1 1954. 

Th svillc" Ga. 

st: 

. IT H 

COJ. iilly y m s. 

• 



tr. Carrell Cha; _ 

car Doc: 

R. I<' . . . I , 
.alforo, I.H. 

Thank for the '1:10 

I .ould like t ... 5.( yo • 
to f { n lO¢ 1855 Type· 
.. os"'ibl to ist . nguish 't 

· Dec. 14, 1954 •. 

cv r -. 10¢ 1855 ouble recuts Eo; co up L.tcly 
cIa. II e paint "obs . They look e!lUirw to mc . Co ,1d h 
I C Il'Ong? Co 1 ""' faker foo_ .~ on 64Ll1 Co' d c: 
job th t .0 Id fcol you? 

I'!'H ! J...IDhY 

COl dially yours , 

-

I 
'l ich Philip Ri st 
b right an c~uld 

~l '0 s e a p f ct 



173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park. New York • FL 4-4838 

AUCTIONS. APPRAISALS· RETAIL· WHOLESALE· STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
JJ N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

December 10, 1954 

fu ~11 
/1 15-1 
~~ IU 

If';) 
I am enclosing herewith 

your opinion on same. 
two stamps. Would certainly appreciate receiving '1 <.f f) 

With kind personal regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

RETURNED 9'( 

df:~ 
JAFlew 

\ DEC 13 19 4 

New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7-4943 



Dec. 11.., 1954 • 

..... . J n 
1'/3 

Dc:cr' J 

• Thi ... is 
t 

tLc cO\" '1:. If GO" - hI 

yo :ike s me .lints o~ ~ Cll.'.arged _! otos I 1T'.:ll. • e? 



... 

\ 

Mr. Philip • R t, 
Route 5, 

) bott 

Tho ilie, G • 

Y ur ". ard rr copy 
Fax S Lot 318 
Fax Sal Lot 751 
Fox Sale Lot 691 
Co by Rust 
fuody trip. 

etr p 
t co 

Fax 691 
Fox 751 
ox 318 
erd 

c. 19, 1954. 

photo ...... """n .. 

top lin s or th bov it • From top to 



t2. Mr. Philip G. Ru t, Dec . 19, 1954. 

Further referring to the "E" dot on the Pox 31A. Am I correct in 
aSGumin this was gr en and not b1 ck and a part of the cancel? 

J: do not kno 1 if these photo prints prove anything one way or the oth r 
but th e:! a e in a. \'1 nice to ref er to . 

I aon ' t p~ac too much reliance in the absence of the IIEII and lien dote 
where th ro "re sufficient IlI.£lr,gins to .... how them, nor am I wholly convinced on 
the diff rene in spac:ill betw en 54 an' 64 . I u t confess I am very much 
" preof. with the faintne e of the three rirht pearls on Fox 691. It 5 

hirhly ilup oba. 1 th ... t enuine eOJT.1 of &..ill \'lculd sho\'{ such a feature . 

kr-e y u co vine th t the. ard stamp is anuine? 

bout all that I can state at pre n is this - If there exi ts s ,mere 
a very clev 1 fo t h can conv~rt lO~ Typo III tamps into copi of Typo IV, 
then \1e uro1.y face witl Co d roUfl propo ition. I c rtainly h te to think 
tha.t thi can be 

ith best. fi hes -

Cordially you , 

• 



Dec. e· 95l., • 

• 
J 

s -

• 



.. 

Dec. ~9, 1954. 

Cordi "r yo "1 , 

• 

c u' 
to 

d 



.. / -

ire Hort Jcr L. e: l{e ) 
% The St :.l:ing Hotel - Roon 631, 

67th Ct. 
Mi~~ Beach, Fla. 

Dear U01-t.: 

,ours of th 26th ec iv • 

ec. 29, 1954. 

/ 

'I'h l{ ior r turn of t 10 P at pint nd or til check for ,3 . 00. 

evcral 
e th~t he 

e '- 0 froll! h _'c? I thi '. t is i d rn sorious . I hc.ve 
vOl-ked u:.th t is lO¢ pl~te sinceclo about 1918 no thou{Iht I could tell a gen­
uine coW of Type IV if it "a ten feet way - and alan comes s ,e crook who i8 
so drunn cl v Y' h(' ("m take a cover \'/ 'ih a ~JP ... III imperf' - paint in the reeti~s 
and nake a perfert(?) Type IV stDll'lp. ' the only P l"son 1.1ho can state positively 
.. ,rhether the stOl:lP is ood or ad is the perscn "'ho cwno a reconstructed pl te, 
and a l-JilOle , I!laSS of m terial for c"r.1.parison. fhat is your reaction? 

Re - the faked One Cent 1851 Ty.e I. Did I Gend you a photograph? I have 
been so , busy during the ho i ays I ha.ve not filed any le ,ters so cannot lay hands 
on the on~ I \I ote you. Th fake is a veltical pair of Type II from 9th and loth 
rows of Pl. te 2 - with large sheet at bottom. The faker made a Type lout of' the 
bottom stamp. A very clever iece of work. So far I havenoot been able to p te 
the d"l.rn pair - can you j1th;.. e l J 1 This m[..de me \-fOnder if it could be from Plate 
3. 

I not e that you will be dOl-in there until the h or 9th. 

UUclred joins me in best wishes to Anna and you. Hay you beth ha.v a 
VIRY HAPPY i YEAR. 

Ccr dially yours, 

p .~) . ~-I fo cot to l'lent icn t h' t Ru t stated that the recut lines on faked ' copies "ere 
painted with plastic ink. 



• 

173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park. New York • FL 4·4636 

AUCTIONS. APPRAISALS· RETAIL· WHOLESALE· STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas ~ Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

December 20, 1954 

Thank you for your letters of recent date. Just finished checking 
the two stamps and feel that I must agree with Mr. Rust that the two stamps 
are definitely faked. They just do not fluoresce right and a comparison with 
other recuts does not show a similarity. Therefore I am convinced that some 
faker has used plastic ink and drawn in the lines. I believe I know when it 
was done, about six or seven years ago. I believe the faker who did this has 
passed on to the great beyond. 

I withdrew the stamps from the sale and am going to attempt to buy 
them from the Estate for Mr. Rust if he wants them. I in turn would like blown 
up photogra phs if we can obtain them. I will be glad to defray any expense. 

With kind personal regards and best wishes, and trusting that you 
and Mildred have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

JAF:C 

New York Office and Auction Rooms 116 Nassau Street, New York 38 N. Y. Tel. BArclay 7·4943 
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ADOLPH STEEG 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
INCORPORATED 

BOARD OF EXAf-1INERS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

1048 GENESEE STREET 

BUFFALO 11, NEW YORK 

December 12, 1954 

Do you have any record of ever seeing a bisect of 
the upper left quarter of the l2c 1851 stamp used to pay 3crate 
used from Geneva, N. Y. The enclosed sketch is a fairly good 
facsmi1ie of the face of the cover (brown paper) 

This cover was supposed to have been found by the 
great-grandson, i. B. Maynard, in one of the trunks in the attic 
of his home in July 1928 at North Haledon, Ne\·, Jersey . With the 
cover is a signed statement dated April 3, 1937 made by said Maynard 
,.,herein he states how he found them and authorizes a Mr. Peter V. O. 
Barkelew of Moorsetown, N. J. "to dispose for my account all the 
letters and covers addressed to my great-grandfather, John J . 
Messerve, including the split of the 12c 1851 issue United States" 

The party \·,ho send me this cover said he believed that 
a certificate had been issued on it by the Philatelic Foundation 
several months back, but such ''las apparent).y withdrawn ,'lith no reason 
having been given the owner. Looks like there is something fishy 
about this cover. 

I hope that you are in the best of health, with my 
kindest regards, beg to remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Adolph Steeg 



c . ., 1951 . 

• • 

• 

• 

It 

... 

• 



PENNY~"CKO" 8·3237 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 orth Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

November 24, 1954 

I had lunch this week with the president, the 
anaging Director and the Chaiman of Publicity of The Franklin Institute. 

We discussed, among other things, our philatelic activities and it was 
agreed that The Institute would like to do everything within its power 
to advance philately. 

I have arranged in my will for a gold medal. 
to be awarded annually to a leader of American j ndustry and one of then 
suggested that The !nsti tute award a gold medal. to an outstanding phila­
telist. I told then if they would do this I would P8¥ for such a medal 
each year while I am alive and leave funds in my will to continue it. 
It would be a medal awarded somewhat like the LichtEnstein medal. They­
would like to have philatelic meetings in the Institute from time to 
time, would like to make efforts to enlarge the Jefferys collection great­
ly and do everything they could to make the local philatelists as well as 
others know that the Institute was interested in 8uch activities. They 
have asked me to get suggestions as to what they 8hould do and how they 
should do it and I am writing to you and will write to several others, 
asking for advice 80 that we can proceed. Wri te me at your convenience 
and let me have any suggestions that you might care to make. 

If this goes through, and I am aure it will, 
you certainly will be my candidate for the first medal as I sincerely 
believe you have done more for American philately than any man alive. 
The thought this verJ second occurred that we could award two medals, 
the first year, and give the other Dr. Chase. 

/ 
PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 



STANLEY H. WRIGHT 
( .... ....... soc. C. E.I 

4005 LORCOM LAN E 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

November 18, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I am offered the copy of the l¢ blue imperforate 
1851, which is declared to be a Type III A, but appears 
to me to be doubtful and is more likely some other type. 

Are you in the business of expertizing these 
stamps and, if so, would you pass upon this one, without 
prejudice, if I send it to you? I should expect to pay 
a reasonable charge for the opinion. 

I have studied your book on the l¢ stamp very 
carefully, but I am unable to reach a satisfactory con­
clusion for the one described above. 

SHW/ja 



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P . O . BOX 31 

sa NORTH FT. THOMAS AVI:NU~ 

FORT THOMAS. KY. 

Nov. 22, 1954. 

~ Mr. Stanley H. vJrip"ht, 
4005 Lorcom Lane, 

, Arlinpton, Va . 

Dear Mr. Wright: 

Replyinp to yours of the 18th. 

If you will forward the l¢ 1851, I will be 
very plad to type it, and if you wish, to pive yo 
the plate position, if it is a pI t hIe COPy. MV 
fee will be verY mode~t And will include return 
re ·istration. If you bv any chance would consider 
it excessive then there would' be no fee whatsoever • 

. / 
(A? -
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STANLEY H . WRIGHT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
P. O. Box #31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

( M . AM . SOC. c . E .) 

4005 LORCOM LAN E 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

December 2, 1954 

·bO I -c 

My check is enclosed for your modest fee of $1.50. I 
want to say that I think you have done a very nice job and have submitted 
your information in a most attractive way. 

This is the first of the stamps from Plate 3 that has 
come through ~ hands, so far as I know, which is probably the reason I 
was unable to place it. 

One point remains: Scott's Catalogue lists the general 
run of Type II at $10.00. Can you say what in your opinion would be an 
estimated catalogue value for this stamp? 

I am not trying to pin you down to an appraisal, but I am 
hoping to obtain some idea of what you would think the estimated worth 
would be for, say, an auction catalogue. I have had a number of Austrian 
stamps (which is my real specialty) certified by Edwin Mueller and the 
Friedl Committee in New York, who base their charges on a percentage of 
what they think is the estimated value of a given stamp. 

SHW/ja 
enc. 1 



• 

lr.. tanley H. lTrig t, 
4005 Lore Lane, 

Arlin ton, Va • 

D ar 4". 'ri 

Dec . 6, 1954. 

I 

S' e rely your' , 

, 



,i\-l\1-~. 
~.l\1.J\­
(jUI!_~.~. 

3Jurk 1£. !1lnlrswnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~1!at:on ~tr1!d 

~(J5hrn 16, ~a55adlu51!tts 

December 15, 1954 

fA r. Stanl ey B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Forth Thomas, Ky, 

Dear Stan, 

fIl.5J.J\. 
~.E.J\. 

~·~·,i\·lJ·5J· 

Many thanks for your very detailed letter of December 3rd 
which greatly clarified the situation for me on the items in ques­
tion. 

I am enclosing a cover which I believe to be an extremely 
rare one for your analysis and comments as well as possible inclu­
sion in a future of your "Special Service". I have read your 
article in the "Stamps Specialist" and have concluded that a 
cover with the "supplementary maif-" marking tieing the stamp is 
highly unusual. I would appreciate your signing the back of the 
cover and shall look forward with interest to your comments. If 
you should decide to include it in a future IIS pecial Service ll issue 
and care to mention my name as the owner, same publicity would be 
appreciated. 

With best regards, 

E. 1¥lolesworth 

v-~. 
e. . ....... c.,b 



11-. Jack E. no1 sworth, 
102 Be con ·t., 

Bm,ton 16, Mass. 

Dear Jack: 

Dec. 17, 1954. 

Herewith the three covers aD per yours of the 15th. Here are some 
CODl!nent fI : 

30¢ l~l - I sent for this betor the Paige sru.. but it is l!\Y recoIl c­
tion it ,:ras out and it as not sent to me later. This cover is 0 contradictory 
that I f) ply cannot okay it, though it is possibl it . ht be ~enuine. The 
st p i not tied by eith r t e S •.• markin or the Nm1 York postmark. The 
latter i so indistinct it doeB not ShOT a credit fiGure, nnd the date is 80 in­
distinct it cannot be rend. The letter inside is dated Dec. 19, 1861 and the 
routin is IIper r5.ca. II This 18S a Cun rd mail ship and my ::-ecords sho ~ that a 
Cunard mall ship rae cheduled to a1.l from Ne\'l York on 'Iednesd~:J Dec. 18, 1861. 
If this letter : D ,rritten on Dec. 19 • 61, why rna it routed by the Mricc. which 
"ras scheduled to sail the day before on Dec. 18, 186l? Further, the Fren re­
ceiving ShOli6 "Et - Uni'" - Srrv, Am. A.C" ,·,hich noont, frcr!1. t,hc U.S. by Amer. Pkt 
thru Cala's, that is, by cr. Pkt to En[land, thence to France. The next salling 
a.rte: the ISth ,-ms not on the 19th but on Saturday, the 21st. Bear in mind - no 
Amer. Pkt on the lath, 19th, 20th - 50 if this letter, 'itt en on the 19th, went 
by :mer. Pkt on the 21st why the "l?" in the N York postme.rk? At left is mat 
appears to a red pencil 116." The question is - 'uas this the credit to France? 
If GO, then it would ind.icate a paid rate of 15¢ - 3¢ p r ~ oz. for the Channel 
crossing and 3¢ French internal, ho 'ever this letter menti n "enclosures" so it 
oust have eighed OV6r * oz, I recognize the possibility that due to winter 
neat rs the Cuna.rd. sailine of the lSth as del~ed a day, hence this lett r 
rll'itten on th 19th \-Tas sent to ship sid and mQ.ileci as a IIS .M.tl 1 tter but if 0 
l:hy the French marking indicating II r. Pkt." This could have be~n an error 
but I have very, v seldom noted such an error, Furth r, had this 3. tt r one 
IIBr. Bet" the credit if over ~ oz. (30¢ rate) \ ould have been 24¢ . There is no in­
dication of a 12¢ or 24¢ credit required on a l5¢ or 30¢ r.te b.1 British Packet. 

Under the circumstances you will appreciate the fact h"t I would be ssum­
i ~ too much to state that in ~ opinion the Cover is genuine. Furth~r, CCN rs 
1-lith amps canceled by the type "A'S. 1. marh."in are exceedingly rnr an several 
~ be open to question. This marking was not intended to be used as a killer but 
r ther to show" ourc " or 'origin." In brief I hay c to the conclusion that 
a cover with a st canceled by the Type A should be viewed with suspici<2.l!, tho . h 
of courDe such an item could be genuine. e thing in fever of thi cov r i the 
possibility th t the New York postmark did not hay a credit figure at the bottom 
as such would have been a type used ship side, but unforttm~te1y t i strik is too 
indistinct . 

You will fin, r a rks on the oth r t 0 CCN re in accompanyin letta 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

~ ____ (34-;~5~) ______________ ~ ____ ~C~oro~i~~ly~y __ r_s,~ ________________________ ___ 



, 

tJ-O 

/0 ~----~ 

Dec. 17, 1954 • 

• 

1" J c • 

e - the 5¢ Taylor coy r . I seriously . ub~ if 
a e min in fr iV rythin is rrect' ckcy c re 
Il\)r opinion. l'Vice n oto o . 58. S pa 6 
in S rvice for an .y i of COy l~ . 58. In 1 76; th ra~e tQ... cr-
fr '1 P ru l'fa 12¢, viz: u.s. to or fr m an 5¢ 

B itish" II tf Peru _2¢ or 6 p ce. 
This coy r fas not placed in the Peru • • but mailed di ct t a British 
lUil ship, t us the Britieh ebit to t U. S. of "12" or 6 pence. i 

was collected from the ad osee by IIdue 14. I 'e had to settle it the 
British' old, hence if coJ~ected in pap'" the r t -TaS 14¢. l at at .ps 
could be ss ? If any Peru atllI.'lPS had been on this COy . then surely 
there '\Ilculd be a ru po t mmkin . I suppo e t er mieht hay b en 
the urit 1" 1" ov d th II when he decided to mail direct to th British ship. 
Had there b n any British stlID.PS, there rould not have been the British 
debit of "12" So a ain I ask - \fuat tacps co lid be iS8 !?? Ask your 
client thi'" question. I huve endorsed th I coy r as II nuine. 

~ fee for the three coy r~ is 10. 00. 

HOLl ~ GREET 00 

Cordially your~, 



,A-lfL~­

~-ll-!'-­
(lL(jJ·~-l-

tllr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

31ark lEe !lnlrslUnrtq 
Philatelic Dealer and Broker 

102 ~~aron j&tr~d 

~tn;httt 1.6, ~al.'il.mrlrul.'idtl.'i 
December 28, 1904 

([L~_!,-. 

!'--~-!'-­
~-~-~-ll-~-

I thank you for your very prompt reply on the three covers recently submitted 
and enclose my check for $10 to cover your opinions on them. 

I found your comments on the 30¢ 1861 cover especially interesting. I have 
read them very carefully and conclude that the contradictions which you note in the 
cover would not necessarily in any case imply that the cover had been tampered with 
or that the stamp now on it was not originally there. Is that conclusion correct? 
Also, I conclude that if the cover is genuine then the following facts must be the 
case~ Ina letter was mailed on December 19, 1861 and the date in the postmark which 
is not completely legible is that of December 19th. The Cunard mail ship, "Africa", 
scheduled to sail on December ,18th, was delayed and did not sail until December 19th 
with this letter having been delivered on board on that date . The French receiving 
mark noting American packet is in error and should have been British packet. The 
letter is a double weight one due to the enclosures menti oned in the letter and would 
therefore require a 30¢ rate, the fee for the "supplementary mail~' having been paid 
in cash at the ship's side or dock as the case may have been. Is this correct? 

On the other hand , if the cover is not authentic, I would assume that this 
stamp still would have to have been used on the cover in view of the fact that the 
"supplementary mail" marking at least ties it to the cover by making a deep indenta­
tion into the stamp and the envelope beneath . Have you any records of this ,particu­
lar marking having been completely faked on this or other issues of similar vintage? 
I should m~ntian that the above questions and comments are in no way intended to in­
fluence yot'~~rifying the authenticity of the cover but rather to get the facts clear 
in my own mind as I may still offer it for sale in view of your letter which to my 
mind does not condemn the cover in any way, though does of course present questions 
for which a proven answer cannot be found. If the cover is genuine, I trust you 
agree that it is a very rare one. 

Enclosed is another interesting stampless cover from the same Paige auction 
which as you can see has the notation "registered nurnber 522". Since this letter was 
written several years before registered mail was supposed to have started, I am 
curious as to the explanation for it and will look forward to your opinion. I pre­
sume that the number may merely have been a registered sending or receiving number 
of the respective parties involved and have nothing to do with the postal service. 

With season's greeting and best regards, 

Cord~ yours, 

.~--/~~ 

Jad E. rVlolesworth 



1%' . Jo.e." , ort 
102 

~ 66. 

D ... Je!. 

17t • 

Jan. 2, 1955. 

J 

ek fo 10 as r in of th 

is !h~t I call 
etc. You ;O J1 

on nee. Tote 
ds, ~n in 1"tl ti n to th 

e a record of t e mn11 of this lett r. This 
yen No. 522 - and by t e po tal ele -k II egis-

eh 16, 1 55. T 'istr tion Act T nt in effect 
Ie in E-. 

Sincerely yours, 



A.P.S. S.P.A. C.S.A. B.N.A.P.S. A.S.D.A . C .C .N .Y . 

JJadt tJi. ~ules£ULlrtly - 102 c!lil~acou ~trert - ~llS.tl1l1 16, ::fflIlasslldrltsetis 

January 7, 1955 
Dear Stan, 

,>any thanks for your letter of January 2nd . I appreciate 
your additional comments on the 30¢ 1861 cover , and am glad to 

j
be corrected that my conclusion was not correct in assuming that 
your opinion of the cover was not based on any observations of I 
i t havi ng been tamper ed with . Yes , I had already read your 
article in the "Stamps Specialist" before sending this cover 
along , though possibly I did not read it as carefully as I might 
have . 

r thank you for your comments on the "registered" cover. 
Please advise if there is any fee on this and I shall be glad to 
remit. 

With~~e ards , 

Jack Et'Moles orth 



( 

J CK E. MOLESWO 
102 Be ~n .-'~' 

BOSTO ~ I "MASs.
1 

iv. r . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P . O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft . Thomas Ave . 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky 



• 

• 

D r m: 

10 

11- kay 

c. 1 ,195 • 

chin but I 0 not 
but I don't t th 

~ _ Looks okay but 1 did t ut in tetro 

t I did not ti in 
brmm • 

.m,-T r 

276 - 6th (r okay. 

I put ell meI:lOe on ch C(J\f r t oto - r ov t 

Your te., 

Cop,y to E~r Col. 

pin 
i 

ht - my 

.if you wiehe 



Zund<w ni ht 
Dec . 19, 1954. 

at S • ' . and ~n hour lnte , 
th t I certainly ''1ould not 

frke. He ins ruetcd c 
eiru. letter \ ieh 

rh; ch I r~turn. T 
. 'ent a B itish pack t 

Imou "hy the n er put 35¢ en his 1,:: torr. 
if the If;tter o!'igin:::t \1ithin 300 mil 6 of N 
even routed lip r Byo'tish St rica" from" l York 16 Au 48 '. 
"fun rica' :as '" C t -~d B itillh mail ship. I nIt kn 'I: l'ny the sender put 
35¢ on t is lct.tc. H~ it "k ~riea.n II and ove" 3 0 rrd1es 
frOLl N~T 0 k the te'o d 34¢, i .e., 10 ~ U •• don tic - 0 r r 
00 milero pl ., 21 ¢ by "/.mer. Pkt .'l 

I don't cuppo e anyone \' U'.d put a strip of lO¢ on cover like this 
<nd then crease t~ro of the stumps so I supro e the strip and single as use 
as e see them but the question arises - 1hy did the sender ·t, "5¢ on this 
lette... -hen 5¢ or lO¢ (accord:ing to di t nee) rould have been sufficient. 
Further to be in the retaliatory rate class t'e letter w uld have to have 
gone by American Pack t. P rhaps it . did and that is why en EOCtra strip of 
lO¢ was added. No doubt thet i~ the answer. 

R g"rds . 

Yours etc., 



• 

) , 

, . 

~~ . Ezra D. Cole, 
Ny ck# 1.Y .. 

De r Em !'I: 

s 

; 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

Dee. 19, 1954. 

in{ herewith Lot 6,3 fr th London 
r , Lt _, of Dec. 6, 1954. 

SinCf'l"ely yoUl S, 

STANLEY SH ~ OK 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACIt 7·09U 

December 22nd, 1954 

• btanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear otan: 

Your letter of the 19th with the two lots plus 
letters to Harmer and Krug. I will return lot 63 to 
Harmer . 

; ith reference to Lot 66. I did not necessarily 
ant this return to me and you state in your letter now 
this item appears genuine." In vie of its condition 

I do not see how it could be anything else, and you 
wrote m3 in your letter of november 19th "Lot 66 might 
be picked up cheap as it is in the same class as 65. van 
if damaged it should be worth a couple of hundred dollars." 

Of course I do not know why anybody put stamps on. 
I think it came from the same correspondence as Lot 65. 
"4.t any rate we may have to bury it for a while for if 
Bacher sends the other cover over they may belong together. 
This cover actually cost, with commissions and everything, 
'iP132 .00. 

I cannot send it back unless it is a fake and of 
course the same remarks apply to Lot 57, Which you sent to 
Em. 

EDC :mkl 

Uincerely, .,., 
/' ,; 

/' 



Dec. 28, 1954. 

~. Ezra D. Col , 
Uy .... c1 

e . 

tho 22nd in ref l'" nee to 

e[; as. 

Y lli"S tc., 

. s._no. th r-e any evi 'ence of the origin on Lot 66? eJvidently 
I forgot t o rnke a memo of sane. 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK . NE W Y ORK 

Commissiom • Appraisals 

TE LE PHON E N Y ACIt 1 ·0966 

December 24~~, 1954 

l~. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P . O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan : 

I agree 1ith your opinion on that cover , 
Lot 63 , the 5¢ and lOr 1847 cover . I think 
you are perfectly right in that that 5¢ stamp 
was probably an added starter . I am not sure 
that the lO~ was always on there either . 

Because there are so many complications 
I had to submit it to the Philatelic Foundation. 
On my application b~ank I carefully stated that 
you had examined it and considered it not genuine • 
• 

The reason I did this is not because Harmer 
doubts your opinion , or I did. It is because I am 
doing business with H. R. Harmer , Ltd . in London . 
and they in turn are doing business Hith a vendor 
or owner . Therefore besides your letter they ~ill 
have to show the owner sOQething that he may know 
a little about , in this case a Foundation certificate . 

I did this on the advice of Bernard because 
he thought it would help things in London , and it is 
going to cost me so~e more noney , but as I may ~ant 
to buy some stamps in the dater-house sale, I want to 
do things like tlley ant me to do them. 

SincerelY~ 
y 

EOC :mkl 
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Ja " 2" 1955. 

Dr. 

1 -:'80 . 

I 
i De<: r 

t • 

e . 

\.:th . ( .,t it h for the Ii . 

c ~ ially your"' , 

• 



• 

HENRY K. JARRETT 

135-44 - 77TH AVENUE 

KEW GARDENS HILLS 67, N. Y. 

• Stanley B. shbtook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Averme 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Enclosed here1vith are three copies of the 5¢ New York on 
BLUE PAPER, one of which is on cover. One of these was from 
the Sir Nicholas Waterhouse collection, one from the late 
Eugene Klein and one from Nassau Stamp Company, all purchased 
years ago as authentic BLUE PAPER variety as listed in Scott's. 

During the past 25 years I have had more than one thousand 
New Yorks and have made a very thorough study of them in all 
the phases of research a uhilatelist could make , including 
inkings, papers, impressions, ulatings, etc . The enclosed 
are not the customary bluish paper, being both thicker and of 
a different weave ulus a difference in color. I have several 
varieties, such as on hard yellowish paper and very 50ft 
yellow woven paper, vffi ich are unlisted and are very scarce in 
the opinion of suecialists, but then one is almost sure to 
acquire such oddities from more than one thousand examples. 

The three enclosed have been questioned by sources of 
supposed experts altho they are not specialists in this field, 
much the less of this 5¢ New York. Accordingly, I am enclosing 
them for your observation and opinion, to be returned to me at 
yoUr convenience in the enclosed addressed envelope and also 
your advices as to the charges for your opinion, the vmich I 
vdll remit by return ~~il . 

\Yith every best ,¥ish for a Happy Christmas and 1955. 

Very truly 



A'r. tanley R. Ashbrook 

P . O. Box 31 

33 North Ft . ThOIJ1.as Avenue 

Ft . Thomas , Kentucky 



r;------~ .- - ---=c- -- ---

HENRY K. JARRETT 

135·44· 77TH AVENUE 

KEW GARDENS HILLS 67 , N. Y. 



ac. 27 1954. 

York 

De • J nrrett: 

to • 

. ' 



c 27, 1954. 

ttcnti n: .. 
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; 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 

December 29th. 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

ear Stan: 

I am sending bacle the copy of Jarrett's letter. I don't know 
~hether you want this back or not but just to be safe I am sending 

to you. 

ith reference to my friend". This is the same Jarrett with the 
phoney 12~ Geneva cover and some more phoney post-m~sters Provisionals. 

-I can fill you in on a little detail . I am quite sure he has already 
submi tted these 5SZ New Yorks to the Foundation and that they were turned 
down. As you well know, this stamp which as you said in your letter to 
Jarrett is a very rare one, people have alleged blue paper 5~ New Yorks 
in their col~ections and they think they are the right thing but they 
are not. ui te a number of them come on the bluish paper but it is 
not the"BLUE P ERtI. ctually this Blue paper is very thim¥. Of course 
if you have nothing to go by or have not seen the stamp, it is hard to 

~~el', but besides the color it is so thioU_~hat once having seen it I 
think most people wouldbe able to identify it. 

Back to Jarrett again. The less you have to do with this fellow­
the better. 'e too. above all else don't forget that ti1is fellow is 
smart and a slick operator. 

O. K. on the Kelleher, Paige and Fox prices etc. 

Lot 105 was v3.80 in the Kelleher sale. 

He the aterhouse sale. I am going to see Harmer today. The 
news has leaked out all over. I will see if he has any more dope. I 
think we probably know enough about it for now. 

Re: • in the Dunham sale . I submitted this to the Phila­
telic Foundation not because I had rur~ doubts at all about your opinion. 
I did it because the vendor (owner) may want something when Harmer in 
London returns it to him so that possibly he can get his money back from 
his source. I will keep you posted as to what the P. F. says. 

Re Lot 66. I ill keep you posted on this. 

EDC:mk.1L 



• 

y 

. 
STAHLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P. O. BON 31 
f:ORT THOi-AAS, KY. 

• " 1954 • 

• 

STANLEY B. 51-18. 0 k 



MEMBERS 
AM ERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

Stanley B. Plshbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G . WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

December 21, 1954 

I bought the enclosed 3 0¢ 1869 cover in Paris a couple of weeks 
ago and considering the low cost, it should not be good. At any rate it was 
worth the price just for reference material. Please let us know what you 
think of it. When returning, be sure to include bill for expertizing. 

Roger joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Ashbrook the merriest of 
Christmases and a Happy New Year. 

JUn'\e\- S-~ Yours sincerely, 

\:2-( I ~ I~ G'I 

W a.+~ ~ 
Raymond H. Weill Co. 

5 ~~:?c- - I . 4 <0 
enc. 

5ee. ~ho-o iJ t2.'L 
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Dec. 27 1954 .. 

in l ishi'" oeor you 
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HAP. AIID ~ 
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MEMBERS 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

December 31, 1954 

Thanks very much for the opinion on the 30~ 1869 cover. As 
previously mentioned, there was little at stake so we are not disappointed. 
The item cost $14.00 which is what the stamp is worth off cover. 

Have you d one much work separating stuck mint stamps ? 
Several of the dollar value blocks in the Columbian lot we recently acquired 
in London are stuck together. Included is a block of fourteen of the $5 
value which is stuck to a large block of the $2. Do you think it would be 
possible to separate this material without serious alteration to the gum or 
splitting apart of the perforations.? We realize this is a delicate task and 
unless one had considerable experience with it, it would not be easy to pre­
dict the outcome. 

With best wishes for a Happy New Year to Mrs. Ashbrook and 
yourself from Roger and myself. 

rhw:lc 
enc. 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond H. Weill Co. 



ROBERT A. SIEGEL POSTAGE STAMPS 
AUCTIONS APPRAISALS WANT LISTS 

TI!:LEf>HONES 

MURRAY HILL 2-4309 

WHITE f>LAINS 9-5837 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
~~ N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 

'i Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

50S FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

December 20th, 1954. 

I am enclosing a cancellation that I quest jon , and would 
like your opinion on same. Kindly enclose your invoice 
for services rendered. 

Best wishes for the holiday season 

Yours ve~ truly, 

~ 
ROBiiliT A. SI .h. GEL 

RAS mcg 



. ' ;' 
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(THIS SIDEOFCARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

TAHLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. O. BOK 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 



obt. • 
5 5 

.Y. , 
Eo 



HENRY A. MEYER 
516 READ STREET 

EVANSVILLE 11, INDIANA 

Dear Stan: 

MY ZONE NUMBER HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 

10 
PLEASE USE THIS NUMBER HEREAFTER. 

1 ~ 'r 

I think this must be the mark you reff'r to, but it is 26 mm., 
not 21 mm. I have s en it in black also. I h~ve no reason to 
think it is ff,...p.,.;~ti fraudulent, as it is exact~ the type in 
use by route agents (boat and rail) allover the country at that 
time. I will be writing again in a dq or two. 

Henry 

-



Mr. H • 
516 

10, Ind . 

D r Henry: 

" 

ITH H LIDAY 1m 1: S 

Co 

" 

ec. 23, 1954. 

, 

e n cov r lith n 

a oto of 
cturn il, 5 

- -

ry -
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• 

J n. 8, 1955. ~ 

Ir. Rob rt • Siegel, 
505 Fifth A e., 

York 17, 'I.Y. 

D nr ob: 

You.s n of th v.B. co ceiv • 

01 w uld put ake cancel on a 1 1857 Type IV 
~h~t tually unus d but p rha s the,y .10 ld nth sit to to do 50 on 
a cleaned and. re aired copy, thou h one would t ink they uld slap on 
sone ucila e n the b c'. 

I hav~ no id ho the crooks enovo cancels an lcuv no trace on 
certain starn s with delicate colors. C nside the 5¢. ' 61 Buff. Hm the 
devil do ou nuppose they :remove a cancel - pen nnd hand t ped fr ouch 
a color? I only wish I knew. The eentry w 0 do such work must t ink th t 
the fellows who collect 19th U. S. "m:intll a e .. eally saps . 

\'lith regards -

Cor ielly Y urs, 

• 



J • 8, 1955. 

:.0:'. n A. r, 
516 R St., 

Evensville, Ind . 

, tl is 

ith best .. 

... 



c. 27: 1954 • 

.r. 

. .Y. 

• 

1 



c. :>'7 

• 

• 

1 

I 



Robert ~. Siegel : 505 Fifth Avenue : New York 17 N Y 
~~~----...."" I •• . ~~~ ~ 

~ :2-yCi: 





Jan. lO~ 1955. 

• • 

• 

• 

Sinc 

• 



.;y. . Ph ',lip H. rd., Jr. , 
17th & Sru'l 0 

Phil 3, a. 

I h :ve yours of th the 

Dee. 21., 1954. , 

Linn tori~ in 
HLinn' 9 ; 

Re - the 5¢ NEll-I York she"",t f nine . 
t,,:o re own. One is in t lallnr· . olied' on r 

• ,.1 thc othe_ is 0 moo by a client (uru, to 
a '0., John bor '.red t hie h et,- for me ~ d I rna e 
I ha.ve heard there lias t ir h t bu t' s I 
5trietl~ confi entiaL; so pI aSQ do no 

The Hate:r:'louse collection u5.ll be s lr by H. ' • 
27- 2S. This time it Hill include ev lYthing in U. e oun- . 

You h:v a co .~. uith ,a 90~ Nu.t on _ use :n 1 73 . I 10 11 like to 
give t is a ~ rit up in T.1Y' Service and i.Uustrat e i t. \1oul you lonn me t.o 
COVEr for th:t purpose? 

,'-RY CHRI T11AS 

You:'''S t e., 

• 



RITTINHOU .. 15·7878 

PHILI P H . WARD . JR . 

ARCHITECTS BUILDINQ 

17TH AND SANSOM STREETS 

PHILADELPHIA S 

December 27, 1954 

Mr. ~~anley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. lhomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

I am enclosin!! herewith the cover 
wi th the 90¢ National as well as a block of four 
of the 15b Venezuela, one with the frame inverted. 
This is a very rare niece and is the only block 
known in any condition. I have a client abroad 
interested and want to send him a good ohoto­
graph. You make the best that I have seen and 
I would thanK you to let me have a couple orints. 

Tell me what they cost and I 
will promotly send you a check. I enclose re­
turn oosta~e and registration and you can hold 
both items until they have been photographed, 
so you can return them at one time. 

PHILIP H. ~AftD, JR. 

enc. 
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D r Phil: 
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D c. 29, 1954. 

• Jere H S8 Barr, 
11 H St., 

t L m" Po.. 

D r J : 

Th e is another 0 rhich 
by the cl k - } 20/76" 

I do not k 

~ th 

I copy of tl i to Phil nrd. 

G TI 
Cordl.a.l.ly you , 



c. 2 I 1954. 

" 
• • • 

121 
, . 

, 
\ 

• 

I 



A. P. S. 

C.C. N. Y. 

S. P. A. 

R. D. P. 

A. S. D. A. 

M.C.C. 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

121 LOEB ARC:ADE MINNEAPOLIS a. MINNESOTA 

Jan. ), 1955 

Dear Stan: 

Regarding the 9O~ Bank Notes, I ~oubt if 
the good Lord an~ the 12 Apostles wOlllci agree 
on the colors and antecedents of a mixture of 
ten copies! 

Some copies are of course easy to tell as 
to origin but others run from tough to impossible 
in my book. I like to have a grilled copy fo~ 
comparison purposes. The Continentals seem to 
have a little more "life" to them than the 
Nationals and of course some of t em are in a 
distinct shade but I for one never would be so 
~oolish as to claim that I could separate all 
of the 90¢ copies that come along without ever 
making an error. When you find an "expert" that 
claims he can tell ALL of them apart hi~ opinions 
should be examined careful~. 

I've been as busy as the very devil. Stamp 
business has picked up a lot. I've also finally 
finished redecorating after the fire and for the 
first time in a long time the place looks pretty 
good. I have the whole space to myself--got rid 
of the gift stuff--an1 now I have the room I have 
long needed. 

Now JAUCH to do so I'll get at it. 

Sincere regards, 



Pa, e /'3~4 • 

vricinnlly n Type II strunp from the bottom 1'0\1 of Pl~te 2" ,!:' ch '\ 
seme phil.:-teJic !1ainter tried to convert into a Type I by PaJ.ntl.rlg 
in the full Type I ornonents nt the bettom T: ic if; a (7C'''tly en­
l<lrGed photocraph b t it demonstrates the Clll05 of ,;'er t thc.t cnn be 
turned I:ut by creoks '1::0 prey on the collecVnc public by devoting 
their talents to ouch Sl·rindles. Just :imc.C:no a person bein[; able to 
initate to such u clever <.lel:rce the fine enGraved lines \·ri-th- a. paint 
brush" or lmatevcr kind of inotruoent thut they • oy. 

This pair is on n piece of cover canceled Richrnc,nc~ Vu., 
the yoar usc probab~ 1856 or possibly 1857 The item 
as a fake and tnkcn out of circulation. 

l·lD(! 15 1 "..1. th 
s been brClI}ded 

This paint job l!aS done by a person \Jho is very clever lith !:is hands 
nnd f!Yes but \:0 have another class of phil~telic crc ok "ilo is very 
clever \'lith .. s toncue. This is tho slick talker \1ho solIs seme fclee 
item uith the st~ tenant thnt it hael been ko;rcd by this or that re­
cognized a.ut orl.t.y. Ever::;o often 1 have an itEr.! subJ:titted to me ,,11th 
the statem t thnt the buyer had been nssured I h. d pass upon it us 
eenuine thoueh I never sau the thing before Some of these fast 
talkin~' croo 5 nake a business of traveling around the euntry and look 
ing p prominent collectoro and introclucin[; themselves as a close 
friend of severD.! \Tell.-knmID philatelists . iithin the pant year one 
of theDe chaps paid a visit to a \:ell-knot·m collector in 11 southern cit 
aTLd eave the UDUa! falscllood abcut beine a vcr,y close friend of a n~ 
ber of prominent I!1eI!lbcrs of the Confederate St&lP Alliance His otory 
\lC1S evidently quite convincing and the local. collector las pleased to 
have a visitor \lith \;hom he could talk otrur.ps and covcrs(. He Gav'" up a.11 

even inc to 1120 [Uest and ohoued him p~.rts of 1 is vaLuab e collection. 
The nc::t day he found a nutlber of his fincot covers ,:'Or rnissinr" the 
value runninc into a considerable suo. 

Kindly refer to Photorro.ph Uo 165 in the Auguot 1954 I sue of t!:i 
Service This is a photoeraph of a very r"re Pony r~r 5S cover that 
vlO.o franked as II~I by a U S" ~ enator Thi'" is one f the CeLlS tha.t 
"/as missing the day Di'ter the cl.nrr:ri.nt.; Olcnt lad cepa.:t d. 

HOUSATONIC RAILHO/Ul 

PhotOGraph I: [8 illustrates a very beautiful 5¢ 1rl.47 RClJ.. road over fro. 
the Paul Rohloff. collection. This is a uhit envelcpe lith the markin[s 
in a bright vermillion There is no indication of oriCJ.n or of the yenr 
of '\.We" but f OLl the shade nnd impl'ession of the rtnrnp, I \1O\'ld fix th 
use as sometime in l(te 1849 or 1850 This railroo.d ran north 
fro~ Bridgeport:t Conn. to Pit Nass • a distance of ~\dI.;t';~ ...... ,.:-
The covC'r is addressed to Hm ord" nn \1: ich uns 10(' ted 
ent rllilroad. The letter vros nD,.i.l . cct to the Route ",cent 
articular Hail Houte. """_ .... 

.R 

1"10 yenJ S aco" in the ~jcrvice Issue of January 1st" 1953, Issue No 22" 



Pace ,:365 

pages 151 ond 152, I discussed the ~ Sta:1PS or the e1cht sevont.108 
of the scvernJ. dirf erent bonk note eneravlllC f:irt1s and CCDlDIlted upon 
the scarcity of covers uith the ~ value of 8I\Y of the three bank mte 
cor.tpa.nies" viz: N~tional, Continental am J.aericon. 

\1henever on important auction s:U.o is Dchodulcd I l:cncrcl.q elmce at 
the Nctioncl Cl"ld Continental io::rueo to DCO it b.T 4I\f c'IQnce 11 CQVor 
uith 0. 90¢ atanp io to be offcrod. A vCr<J fino collcct~on flq' ho.ve 
thiD or that r<!rc itcn, but there 10 cne tl :irJ:. th~t is ol\!O¥G rniesinc, 
viz - ~ cover l'Iith a 90¢ U~tiona1 or a 90¢ ContinontOll.. L1kouioe ,~e 
never find ~ cover offered lr.ith tho ~ 1869. 

\lith the cxpiratic'n of the oririnDJ. U.S.-British postel tree.t7 on Dec. 
31, leG?, a nm-ked reduction OCCU: red in the l":lte of poataacs to 
fore1[n countries, followed by further reductials in U69 D.."ld lS7O. 
Here \fa have the principal rcaoon \'ltv covers uith the C)O¢ [TID ot It?iJ7 
and the 9O~ 1C69 are non-ex:Lstant in the finest of epccialized collec­
tions. I have no reco~'Ci \1hatsoevcr of a cover \1j.th 4 ~ 1JnQ crill am 
have little hope thnt I will ever bo able tc r cord. such en ita:1. 

TIm s. l.i. r·o ;It~5 & {166 

In the 1954 II~. UO So" the 90¢ 1070 NaticnDl. ,·r1thout frill is 1ictec! as 
1.'155 Carmine and Dark Camine. The 1£73 Continental is listed as /'1'.6 
Rose CCll'mine and Pale Rose Carmine. The quot~tions arc as fellows: 

/;'155 - (;72050 - .:14000 - cover ~'90.00 
tl~6 - 52050 - 15.00 - n 90.00 

It io ,·:ell to rcmsnber that both tl~e {155 and ,:166 \·rere r.rinted troe the 
Sar.1O steel pl .. te of 200 flUbjects, both uero printed on a hard papor" the 
grades of llhich ~re practico.1ly 1<!onti~ .. ll1'ld that ,~~66 contains no 
secret mnrk to identify it from /.'155. The::·e£ore .. to distinl;uish the 
difference bet.l1een a Nr.tional ~ and a Continental 90¢ ene has to de­
pend on the color alone, unless", of ccurse" ono heG a cenuine cover \nth 
a 90~ ,·r.ith a use beto: e the Continental \·rna isouoo.. Or in lieu of sac.e" 
some other positive source of identification. I m not c;.uite sure that 
a stamp off cover could be positively ident'i.f'lec! by color if lnid side-by­
side \-lith a knOt!n copy of the N~tionol or Continental. I lw.ve litUe 
doubt that this statcncnt uould be er.Iphtl.tical.ly repudiated by stuc!cnts 
\'Iho have spent years in tho study of tbe Bank !lote Iosuos. 

Further", I hold much the sll1le opinicn rel;ardinc the t'·10 JO¢ atonps of 
N~tion.:U am Continental nnd becauoe of the Wlst~ble color of the 24¢ 
purple I believe it is impossible to identity copies by color alone. 
And this in spite of o.ll tht:.t has been l:'l"ittcn in the pru:;t o.nd present 
by vCr<J competent studentso 

In the refc!'encc collection of Philip II. i:ard .. Jro is a conp1cte oet of 
National prints in blocks of four l;hich are in an ori{;inal envelope \lith 
a circul~r distributed by the Post Otfice Departnent in 1870. These 
\-;ere discovered years aco by The Scott COlIlpaI\Y and "lere acquired by l·1ro 
\vcl.ld. For reference purposes the blocks of the three high values, 24¢ 
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3~ and 90¢, are invaluable" but the q,uest.ion arisoa - U fNOry 24~ 
stOt1p printed in the sm:lO color no the \'lard block:' Vas cvety 30~ 
printed. in the St'DO color a.s the ~:a.r<l blode 41'Kl could ~t be possible 
toot av-CTy sheet of the ~ printed by the t14tlonnl Camp."lI\Y \JUS in 
tho SL!T.lO color Cot: the ::ard bl.ock? 

I believe that sone ctudents c.1.ain toot the 90¢ Continontnla can be 
identified if they ere in \,mc.t is clnsaed as a nyeUsndsh Clmnino. 1I 

I \,loncler? P~rhaps the yellowish tint ~ be duo to :l(';8 or exposure,ctc. 

\'Ie stCll"ted off this diocussion cn tho subject of the scarcity and de­
sirability of a1V cover with a 90¢ Nationnl or Continental and t1e tirxi 
\'te got sOIne\mat side-tracked on the subject ot p)s1t1ve ident11'1cntion 
of the three hieb villues of the tuo b:mk note COlDpQnJ" It products. 

m BAllK lKTE COV}P. 

VALUE? • f5~ ~"J 
The "S. Uo S.II for 1954 quotos bot!1 the,/l66 lion cover" ~) 1~90.00. 
No quotation "'las [i ven in previous edit~ons. I reD.ll.y do not lcnol-, 
,mere such a fiGure \Tas obtained" but I feel con£1dent it is quite 
tliGlea.di!1£" In Jl\f opinion DJV ::.ort of Do cover, lrrce at' cnall, wrapper, 
court house.. etc... etco , shO\'1inc a 90¢, either 1.'155 or {166 ccnuinelr 
ueed is \lOrth flll' in excess of ::90.00. -
Photograph i: 'lC9 lllustrates a "Court. Hou~e" cover \:ith n. 90¢ - 24¢ and 
three 10~ 0 The three lO¢ shm'l the secret nr.rk.. honce are Continental 
prints 0 \fuat about the 90¢ and "lhat about the ~¢? Arc they WatioJUll 
or Continental? This \1ll0 a heavy piece of J:lllil shO\d.nc ~1 .. 44 in postcge, 
or 4~ x 3¢. (Note - The rate \laS 3¢ per half ounee). It \·ms nnilecl 
free Brmmsville, Texas :in June 1£75 to Galveston, Te."'COS. .... use in 
June 1875 r.ri.cht indicate thet all the ctanps are Continental. prints, yet 
uhen this cover came up in the Judea Emerson sale by Kolleher on Oet. 
19, 1937, the 24¢ and 90¢ \-/ore listed as national prints. It "rae Lot 
ii252, and "las acC!uired by Philip 1'1nrd, Jr 0 0.00 Inter passed into the 
collection of ~:mo l·;est. \~'hen the ~:eGt collection \lac sold by ~[n.rd in 
April 1943, this cover \,/as Lot {16l.3 mxl the 24¢ and 90~ stru:lps \'rere 
listed as ;:'153 - 249 National" and /'!166 - 90~ Continental. The cover 
\-/an sold at a ridiculous lou priceo Evidently everybody lias looking 
out ot the "rindOrl. Perhaps the 90¢ I3tOl1P on t-is cover is a. Continental 
but I \londer if any authority cnn state \·lith orry degree of assurance 
\-lhether tho 24~ is a N~.tional or a Continental? 

The s. U. S. doos net list a 24¢ Continental nuithout crill," therefore, 
indicating .that all 24¢ oto.nps in collections are Nationals am none 
ore Contincntolso In spite of this there lll'e S011e ve'I7 competent stUdents 
\lho believe that the Continental Bank Note Comprul3" printed lcrce(?) sup­
plies of tho 2.4¢ value and that !''larty post offices thruout ti~e country 
\'/ere furnished llith ther.1. 

Cne micht '\Iell ask the question - If Continental printed supplies of the 
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30¢ and ~, mul thcDO • 
the countzy, l'rl\v sl:ould "Wt, ..... ""ft 

the 24~ nore not ilso d 
every ether vDl 0 by CO'uw .. w"'u ........ 

The !}. U. s. stntes und t~ (eo",,,.,,,","uw,, ... 
lmol-m to exist trithout c;rill. U :to 1 
there ara jUDt cbout uS oan;y 24¢ COnt.~C:1mi4:u.5 
the countxy no 244 lbtionals, but I 
tincntals can be poaitiveq identified cuch. Tl 
subject o£ liatint: tho 24C ContmentoJ. in 
doubt uch a ctl!J!lp 6houl&! bo 11 
listed, hOt! \-lOuld coll eto llbl to 
a Nationol. arxl Continental? The only cu1d 
the collector on tho 30¢ :uxl ~. is tho '. For eDallDPJ~e 
Nationnl 19 lioted as mack" or "Full Black • 
as tlGrq Bl.<lck" and "Greenish Blnck." '" I JOI¥l it 
come only in 11Black" or 'Full Black" mn it no Cont.in'~lllo~.Q 
iri such shades'? In DW' opinion the smne, to c.14~:~n 
by color or shade. 

A SUGOFSrION FeR LI~'Tn 

lno.st:luch l.UJ the three high v~ueo, the 24 I 3~ mxl I hnve eerct 
mrks, mxi in rt1 opin~Gnl the majority of copies be positively 
identified by color or shado I I sumest t nt the Natio ond Continentcl 
prints, uithout mu be listed under on he int "l1th II proper ~tion 
to tho effect. toot these three values on hord pc-m cmmot be positively 
identified by color alClle. That \'lould do lJ.\.my \"lith S \"Iork ond it 
would be an honest solution. Ii' the odvanc student d has to clnssify 
his three hiGh w.1ues as Nntional. and Contin oJ. t~:cr Cml be 0 ob­
jection" but in JI\Y opinion it ltould be 1!Uch bettor to list theGC t 
prizlt.ines as suggested above. . 

Elm OF ISSUE .46 
(Fourth Sories - 1954-195~) 
J~ 1, 1955 
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December 21, 1954. 

It is always interesting to see how you pedigree these 
stamps. 

The Ie 1851 you mention was in my June 28th, 1953 sal •• 
It was lot #148 and the desoription follows: 

IVY. 0 #5 le Ty.I, 7RIE, Fine Sgl., Sheet Margin T., fine 
margins at sides touches at B., Extremely Rare, unus- ) 
ually fine. (Photo, Front Cover) $1000.00. I 

I don't suppose it is any secret for me to tell you 
that the stamp was bought by Sylvester Colby, the 
pric paid being $340. Of course, I have no way of 
knoving where it has been all this time, but it is 
curious to see whe re it has finally tumed up. If it 
was indeed "signed by Ash~Vook", the submission to you 
must have taken plaoe after I sold it, for the identi­
fication when I offered it was so clear that I didn't 
feel it needed expert verification. 

I am glad to oblige and I would be very curious to know 
what you find out, probably through Mr. Oolby. I don't 
have a v sted nqr a proprietary interest 1.n the item but 
I do have a lot of curiosity. 
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De JIll". J arnot : 

France. 

Dec. ~ 1954. 

Earlier thi year you fon ardcd to a. coy r with a. vertical strip of the 
U.S. lO¢ IS57 Type IV plus e. vertical strip of t U. s. 5¢ 1857 Brick ,a 45t 
rate 'ir II Orl ~ , La. to lant ,Fr ce. I ould like to s this cov r 
once e and a ain e a car ful . t n of th 10 strip. The r on I 
rncke this rcqu st is because I bit S "'pici6us that 8 ~ ely c1 ver 
farner has been conv inci Types II ond III lO¢ 1855-57 stamp in a the Type IV 
by llpaintinglt the recut lin s. Until cently it n vcr occurred to e t :t it 
\ oul.d be possible for a croo.1(: t tum out such II job and deceive • Recently, 
three ot' £our copie of the double r OJ. t ~ have tum up in auction sales 
in New York th t have one suspicious f !"iturea. 

I <:3Jn S th own r of your coy r 1 ould ,like to be ab olute1y certain th t 
s strip 1s enuine, theTC'fore, it you rlll acain s the cover t e, I will 

conpare ach st p ide-by-side with specimens of 54 - 64 an 74 that I know 
to be enuine by their pl te posit·o r ... ther than b th type. 

The counterfeiting and repnir o~ turned out by 8or.:! very clever crooke 
is becominl'7 a v;ry serious menace t phil tell' I 0 er: me it ill 
ev ntut'lly lead. 

I have b en a stw'lent of the U. S. lO¢ Plat ce 1918 - I as the 
first one t rec nstruct the late and the first one to scovel' the location 
on the plute of the eight recut positions. Had any-one intimated to me a yOM 

o that JlPiV faker could take a Type III tamp en convert it into" Type IV 
I \1Ould have considered such a 5U gest on as absolutely a.bsurd. 0\'1 I am not 
lmolly convinced but I wond" 1'? Th r6tore t is r"'th r unusual r uest . 

0ith Ne'.1 Year Greetings 

Cordinlly your ~ 



Haurice Jomet, 
D c. 2', 1954. 

10 Rue d ' er, 
Paris ler, France. 

Denr 1-1r. J<lr.'lot: 

~~rlipr thi~ ar you fon/arded to me a cover ith a vertical strip of the 
U.S. 10 1857 Type IV plus a vertica1 strip of t e U. S. 5¢ 1857 Brick ed, 45¢ 
!'''te N {Orlean , La. to Nantes, France. I muld like to se thi cover 

an a am ake a careful exa.mi.nat· on of the lO¢ strip. Th reason I 
this rp uest is because I am a bit suspici6us that some extremely clever 

fo~cr h been Cony It· pc II nn:i. III lO¢ 1855-5'7 stamp in 0 the Type IV 
by "paintine" th cu lin s . Until ecently it n v r occurred to e th t it 
• uld be sibl or a crook t turn out ... ch a job an deceive e. Recently, 
thr e 0 .... f .. copiE's of t e uble e t 6lJ.J. have tum d up :in auction salee 
in Nffi t h 5 f "tur • 
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• c. • Phillips, Jr. , 
. e t L ke Buckeye ive, 

inter Hav n, Fla. 

De::.r Cl 1"0: 

Dec . 23 , 1954 • 

, fo llcnvcn' • e c cr.roful - t 1 r· 
60 muc 1 f ke teri r is hem sold to in.~cc nt ' 

thew are g o!. tint; b' l"[ 
nina • 

en 

Creo ,c re tl .... vf."lln ClI'oun he country se .rtc .... c1 0 
V 'ng coll ctors. E carcfu_ of ~ stranf'P r !' 0 iv y u lon on' mld 
d nee a. cut . t grc t fri nde t ey Lr of t io one 0 thr..t • 

.rote th~ ..!ill£loncd. 

The box of fruit ... rived hondf.W nd it ~:fas r.lost e1COI!:c . Stcn Jr. 
i s h I!l and d~u ht r f1 1 :.n fron C ifornic::. 10.. t n~' t - GO o m'C l~mr' r 
a b' Chriotnms - <:nd 1ill njoy your fruit . 

. s . ." brooy. is} in 
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,'. e~bcr - b carcl'ul . 
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your agre t or 41a&g1'e ant wit y ·finding ? d 1f not too 
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t Joe . 
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)1'. Henry A. !ey r 
516 ad ('t . J 

Ev svi e 10" In • 

ear Henry: 

I ho.ve yurt 
cnt to you by • 

I toda;r .fo 
co.. of lett r acc"''''''''!,!'''''''' 

Dec. 2 , 1954. 

5th d 26th" Iso th t 0 cov r 

vrt •• H rb rt and c10" h rewith 

. s stClted in I:\V 1 ter, thore if'J no qu . t 'on ut that t 1 11' on th 
COVErs a e fraudulent . I Herbert t s 1 tter to you. 

I have careful noted y r r arka re 'i . Dil condit:i.ons in 
Evansville. Your Special D iv ry letter reach me bout 11 P. U. Hon ~ 
and your other letter Iobta' d ~t the p.e. (in x) ·t 4:30 P. l . It w 
not t 1 re at 10 A. M. - tho l"tter \fats po d '1 svillo c . 26 - 6 
eo you see it reach me th ne.xt d"y - in lo.t ,ft rnoon. 

Again re - th t 'Lo isville & Cin - ~ B . " lith date in cent r . I am 
q 'te su 0 t e itm t ~t 1Ta6 su 'tted to e is frau ulent thou 1 I have no 
positive proof. It \'ia.s _n red - cirelll"'r - 21 1H - on a 1¢ 1 57 - Type rI. 
lilly on a Type J:J? I mad II photo raph by ultrll-vio1Et but t ne ative does 
not ahm-/ arw sign (thnt I can detect) of a fanner cancel c1e,med. r~be the 
print will. The item looks just too 00 to be cermine. 

lTH NEiv AR REEl'IIDS 

Cordially yours" 

• 



Mr. Jos. A. Herbert, Jr., 
515 at Capitol., 

\ ashi~....t,on. D.C. 

Dear ir. Herbert: 

Dec. 2$.. 1954. 

Heret'tith I nclosing the tno ctam ess 
covrs tlmt fc't-e cent to by our Vf::T}f good 
friend Henry Meyer. I sup se you have enry' G 
letter to you dated XllAS d~. 

Regardin the t:o COY ~. . Henry i al:>­
solute~ correct in is ~Si6 of the~ two items 

d I dsh to concur 1 I . nll of his tat ents. 
I Tl t 10 ~rkin. of t e identical 117 on b 11 of 

these it ~ nre unquestion ~ ira ulent. 

It:ly I l:ish you A RY iAPPY m PRO PER S 
NEr/YEAR 

COrdially yours) 






