
Scrapbook No. 33 July 28, 1954 to October 18, 1954 

1. R.H. Goodall Re 90C 1869 

2. M. Jamet Re 45C 5d Brick I Bd IV 

3. Geo. N. Malpass Re N.O. Cover Due 2 

4. John Fox Re 1d 51 P11 E 

5. Allen C. Beck Louisiville Re Cover from Los Angeles - Id57 

6. Henry Meyer Re Above Cover also Miscel. 

7. E.W. Phippen 3C S1 Cover to Canada Used auc K.S. 

8. Re-Unused 3C 61- Ward in Mekeels 

9. J.D. Baker re "Thru the Lines" Cover Moody sale Lot 504 

10. Jack Moleworth 5 covers plus unused 10C 1855 

11. Marcel Levy re N.Y. Ocean Mail 

12. C.W. Christian re: Washington D.C. Provost Marshall 

13. Millard Mack Re 4C rate to France Re 2C 1869 Reissue 

14. Henry Meyer re: "Mail Route" & Becks Cover los A. to Louisville 

15. Tracy W. Simpson re- 4C Rate Cover DUE 2 

16. Raynor Hubbell re 3C S1 cover Confederate? 

17. E.C. Krug - Re god 1860 - Two Boston Paid 

18. Morris Fortgang Re PI.6-88-89-90 R6 

19. Bruce Daniels Re 3C S1 Bisect Lowell Mass 

20. Don Grieve Big Round Grid on 5C 1851 

21. Neal Grobert Re Green KY town 

22. Maurice C. Blake Re 1C S7 Plating 

23. "Mail Route" Article by Henry Meyer 
24. Earl Oakley Re 1C Sl copies 

25. Sanford G. Gesner re 90C 1860 

26. "Experts" by Linn-SBA Jr. Jean Koor, Hugh Clark 

27. Stanford G. Gesner Re 90C 1860 

28. Lester G. Downing Re N.Y. 2C Paid 

29. E. Perry re- Five "Way" Covers 

30. K.E. Root - Re Items Submitted 

31. E.D. Cole re Early Use 2C 18693/30 -1869 

32. D.W. Garber See 34 Re Cover to Columbia River 

33. E. Perry Re- Prepaid Way 

34. D.W. Garber Re Cover Canada - Columbia Riv 

35. Raynor Hubbell- Re Several Conteds 

36. Perry Fuller - Re Confed Flag or Truce Cover 

37. E.L. Corson 1d 51 S7 to Type 
38. Henry KJarrett Re 12C 50 Quarter 
39. Millard Mack 20C Cover to Germany - Bremen 

40. H.S. Cole - Cinti - Re 1C 18511c 
41. Sam Paige - Re Tying some 1C 51 
42. Raynor Hubbell Re Die Proofs - CSA 
43. Dr. W.5. Pollard Re - 12C 51 Bisects 
44. Dr. O. Bacher re 90C 1888 Block 



~----------- -------

45. M.C. Blake Re UNPAID from Holland 

46. Edson Fifield Re Norcross 

47. C.W. Brazer re: 5d New York Reprint 

48. Gordon Bleuler - Re Fake Pockets 

49. Phillip Ward Jr. Re CSA 5C Plate 

50. "Western Express" article about Manson 

51. Irwin M. Bettman Re 10C 1879 

52. Tracy Simpson re: 2C Charleston S.C. 

53. Marc Haas 10C 1855 

54. Jack Fleckenstein Re Valentine Covers 

55. R. Dickson - 2C C.S.A. cover 

56. Michael Miller Baltimore DUE 1 

57. E.C. Krug Hawaii Covers 

58. C.W. Remele 3C 1853 Cover So. Carolina R.R. 
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Mr. R. H. Good 11, 
ax 757, 
L-mc t r, P • 

D.2.l ~. Goo ell: 

I woul ju t l:i..k to 
on yours of t 9t. 

i 
r 

July 31 t, 1954. 

r t 0 in comm nt 

m 
the X-ray 

mnin ti n o£ 

Since 1y yours, 



July 27, 1954. 

U-. Robt .. H. C-oo ell, 

Box 757, 

Lanc tel', Pa. 

D r Mr. Goodell: 

Hermtith the 90¢ 1869 -5 per yours ot th 24th. 

p look very ch 11k £l. cane a.t c,n h d b en cl aned 

the red ink looks tad d, etc. I on't think it sb uld ha e t is 

appearance if it is c. copy that ha.d never be uved. en lam 

in doubt about cla ned copies I rook an enlarged photo l' ph by 

ultr violet ay. Somet:1Jnes this show up the cleaning and so e-

times it does not. For "'uch photogra I charge 5. 00. I dou 

if you uould care to incur the t expense on the closed copy so I 

am returning it to you. 

The e is no fee tor the above. 

IV kindest regards . 

Sincerely yours, 

P. S.--I believe you drove out to see me many years ago - was it 
along about 1936? 
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~ 
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MAURICE JAMET 
timbres anCiens 

10.Rue d'Alger 
PARI S 1e : 

Opera 99-46 
c.t.Po PARIS 4LS3-61 • R.C.SEINE B19.t81 

PoriF, the 23r of July 1954 

r St 1 y B. ASHBROOK 
P .O. Box 31 

3J N. Ft . Thorn ~ Av nue 
li ORT THO} ~3 , Ky. 

( ~t tf'-Unif') 

Pl ""e, find her with cover b lonJing to 
on~ of my cUfltom rf'. I 0 v him th~ dvice to f'end it to you 
in ord r to Mk yo to do photog' phic certific te in Ee it 
is b nine. Thif' COY r 8~emf' f'incere, but I 2hould be very 
h ppy if yo u vo ula [;i ve me f"orre expl tion.;- bout th- fr m-
king . 

There h 2 bt-~n f'orne oel 'Y in the 2ending of 
the circul r conc rning your f" n tur of t~ cover8 on ~J 
1 ct fI ale. I pologL ze eh lef':: BRETAGNE though t h , co u1d w it until 
I ~ nd me th~ lif't of p:rice2 re lized md he would h ve P08t d both 
under th S rl1Il enve lope to void me more ch g ... . I w ... on month 
be-fore I w f' w re of thifl f ot, d I wrot him t onoe to 8end the 
circlJ1!.I' wi thout more del :yo 

Aw i ting the p sure of your m . 1, I rem in, 

Your"" cinc .rely, 

~,~ 
~ 



.. 

: 

11'. H nry • Hill, 
20-?6 - 2nd St. South, 

anne pOl is, Minn. 

Dear Henry: 

J~ 27, 1954. 

Re - y r of June 28th, I have n 5' d 'th '0 k 
for over a nth and h en t t h d t· to g t cut tho e photo prints 
for you, t ive a little 0 time and I will locate th for 
Y iU. I have a poor f' ing syst for prints an Then I have to look 
up so e th t ar not r cent it is lik looking for a needle in a hay
stack. 

Today I received q 'te a r ka Ie cov I fr m Jam t . He 
stated it belongs to a c ient tho ashes e to authenticate it for him. 
It is a Gnrnier cover from lew Orleans on ray 7. 1852 to Uantes, France. 

45¢ RATE 
franked by 

A ICAL 5~ la57 - BRICK RED 
A VERTICAL lO¢ la57 - T is vertical is sup sed t be 

a vertical of TYPE IV - positions 5411 - 64Ll - 74Ll. 

See my J.O¢ book. 

To obtain a vertical. Type IV one ould have to f, these three 
positions . I h ..... ven ' t ha time to check this s rip or the COy r , but 
apparently it is gen 'e. I w' make a color slide for you and one 
for Les, also regular p.oto . The color of the BRICK strip is b aut if til. 

More later. 

In haste -

Cordially yours, 



Hr. 11a.uric Jamet, 
Paris, Fr nc • 

D ar Ifr. Ja.I:let: 

J 2S, 1954. 

ing the econd p rag aph of your 1 tter. I 
suppose no ha.rm a. don by th rror in otnt tiny r auction 
catalogu , but it '1 quite an annoyanc . Host p ople believ "That 
they read to be facts regardle s . For ex:mpl , thr e or four students 
of Conred r t s who r c iv d y catalogu wrot to inform e th t 
I hou1d know that Lot 835 hOO a f ~ po tm ,etc. Yo s they 
took it as n matter of fect that I h' ~ en t i cov r and had passe 
it s g nuino. Th ro ro f r mor peopl mo 'ould prefor t prove 
on "ong th ght . 

I de a wonderful color trans renc,y of this cov r 
and if your client would 11k to have one, the charge ould b . 50. 

I am enclosing with ll\Y complim nts a tr spar ncy of a 
5¢ Ne\1 York supposed to h~ve been used fr S vannah, Ga. . Th 1IAC}~ 
is fraudulent as ell a the postmark. T i stamp is ported t hay 
sold recent~ at 1 , 000. 00. Incidentally, genuine us of the 5¢ 
N York fr m that orfic i unknown and in ~ humbl opinion, such 
an i tem doesn' t exist. 

Sincerely y ur~, 



• ~urice Jamet, 
10 Rue deAl 

Pari 1 

Dear ir. J amet : 

July 2B, 1954. 

, 
" France. 

Hormrith t he cover t o Nant s s per yvurs of J y 2:3rd. This is a. 
very rare coy r I am pl sed to report arter a v ry c reful ex "nation, it is 

enuine in all re pets, in m;y opinion. 

Of curse, y u re d ubtlcs8 a a that the Parisian faker and 
crook, • Zare ki, is reported to have obtained possession of ., mass of the 
tlGarni r" correspondence and f:!ked a lot of it, there \: re d ubtless many fine 
and rare items in the lot that did not require a.rw m nkey-business on his p • 
This h .ppens to b in tha.t class. This cover Sho\<lS a tripl rate from NeW 
Orleans (May 7 j 1859) - via New York (Hay 14, 1859) to France Vin land. The 
single rate was l5¢ per 1/4 ounce, hence this letter Teighed ov r 1/2 ounce. 
T is was transmitted from Nell York by II American Pacl:et" to Englcmd, t ence across 
charm 1 thru Calais, tc. By"Am nCM Pack tlf did not necessarily m an by a 
mail ship of U. S. register, but rather the carriage was ~t th expense of t e 
U.S. P.O. Department. By such csrria e, the U. S. ria'" entitled, un e1" the treaty, 
to 3¢ omestic and 6¢ sea (to i land) per quarter ounce. lherefoTe, on this 
triple rate, the U. S . share ae 3 x 19~ and the sh r of the Fr nch P.O.D. was 
:3 x 6¢. Thus in t e Neu York postmark (New York foreign mail division) th re is 
an "18," same bein the U. S. credit to France. This ineluiled 3¢ for tr sit by 
the British to Calais and 3¢ French damestie. Incidentally, Fr nce paid the 
British for their handling. 

I have carefully examined the various postru. mark s and find 
that Zareski did not tamper with any of them. I have photo raphic records of 
Net'l Orleans postmarks of this sam date, also of covers fr 'Ill New York by "Amer. 
'Pkt,1I on May 14, 1859. 

Re arding the stamps, the use in l.ftq 1859 for a "'trip of the 5¢ 
1857 - Type I - Brick Red is quite correct. N~l Orleans had a 1 ~ge upply of 
this color in the early month of 1859. 

I made a ver,y careful examination of the lO¢ strip and all t1ree 
stamps are Type IV. The positions ei po 5411 - 6411 and 7411. I am sure that 
you are a\-(a1'e that to obtain a. vertical etrip of t r is type, the strip would have 
to come from these three positions out of the 200 on Plate One. N~tural.ly' uch a 
vertical is very r are. I made a p oto rap)! of t tus cov ·r and I will forw~ d a 

J int l"ter. I have also signed the COy r on the back. \r fee is 5.00, which 
includes the photo print. 

vlith kindest rega.rds = 

Since ely y~urs, 







~I 



· ---





A VERY RARE COVER 

RECENll.. Y I ~~ AS SHOV~N A MOST UNUSUAL COVER, A TR I PLE i 5'; RATE FRm .. ; 1\jE'i~ 
ORLEANS TO NAIITES, FRANCE. A "GARN I ER" COVER BUT AS GOOD AS GOLD. 
THE lJSE 'i~AS DN 1859 AND HeRE WAS THE Ij~AV TH!S RATE ~;AS PAID. A VERTICAL 
STRiP OF THREE OF THE 5¢ 1857 - TYPE ~ - BRICK RED IN A GOHGEOUS SHA[€ 
OF TnlS STAMP. ALSO A VERTICAL STRIP OF THREE OF TliE Ort 1857 - ALL 
THREE STAMPS BE PlG TYPE IV. WHAT A COMBI ,'~ATI ON!!! 

iF YOU 'ti I LL REFER TO MY BOOK ON THE IO¢ 1855-57 Ai~D THE CHART ON PAGE 23 
YOU WILL NOTE THAT TO OBTAIN A STRIP OF THREE OF THE (01 TYPE IV HOR!ZmJTAL 
OR VERTICAL, ONE ~,OULD HAVE TO OBTAiN 54L1 - 64Li - 744...1. THESE THREE 
POSITIONS AND THESE ONLY FURNISHED A STRIP OF THREE .. f SUPPOSE IT HAS BEE:~ 
MANY MANY YEARS Sf NCE I LAST SAW A STR I P OF THREE OF HIE 10'1 1857, 
A!,.l. TYPE !11~ ALSO NOTE THE RECUTS.. POSITION 54L 1 HAD THE BOTTOM LINE RE
CUT, 64L1 HAD BOTH TOP AND BOTTOM LI NES RECUT AND 74L1 HAD THE TOP 1I NE 
ONLY REClfT. THUS A V. S. OF 3 t ALL RECUTS D I FFEREiJT 0 

I MADE A h/Oi~DERFUL COLOft TRMSPAf,E;~CY OF TH IS VERY REMARKABLE COVER. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IT? 

AUGUST 4, 1954 



r 
GEORGE N. MALPASS 

5401 9th Street, North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

July 15, 1954 

Dear General Ashbrook: 

t the recent Fbx sale of Shenfield material, I 
secured several choice items. One was Lot #539, 

the .S. #63, "Due 2u and "Drop Lettertt on 
There are several explanations as I see it. 

I wrote Gen. Larry and he said you had previously 
examined the cover. If so, and you have any 
notes or deductions, I should be very pleased to 
have your comments. 

Incidentally, I have written up t~e talk I gave 
on Jefferson Davis, before the Tamspa convention' 
visitors last August. It will be in three parts, 
a new approach to 60nfederate collecting, and I 
hope you like it. 

the T-E-N will be illustrated, 
and t!larked "Photo by S. B. Ashbrook . " I trust 

meets with your approval. 

fi th kind regards, I am 

Sincerely, 



f 

5401 - 9th Street, TO h~ 

St . Petersburg, Florida. 

Dear lIr. HaJ.pa.ss: 

Regarding y s f t e 15th, 

J~ 20~ 1954. 

d the Shen.fi 1d cover. 

Larry ay be rinht but I don ' t se to have a reco in nw fll of that 

cover nor can I recall it . Under the cire tances I uld esit t to 

ent on the cut in th eatalo e If you care to end it to e I w' l be 

ple sed to look it over. 

I have on IV desk v 17 interest' 19 do nt hieh lon s to 

a friend of mine. I have been try~ to e a good photograph f it but so 

;far have b en unsuccessful. I enclo a print fr a IJicrofi1rrl. T is is ry 

poor but it ill give you some idea. I may persuade him to pe °t me to ex-

hibit it at the Richm n Con ention. 

I till be el hted to ead your lele on President Davis. 

I st - sured.l.y hav no objection to your use of nv no, e in 

connection ~rith t e photo of the "TEIlf1 block. 

lith rega- ds -

Cordially y rs, 

• 



I 

Dear General Ashbrook: 

GEORGE N. MALPASS 
5401 - 9TH STREET NORTH 
T PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

July 22, 1954 

Thanks for your kind letter of the 20th, and the privilege of view
ing that wonder~~l Military commission for Jefferson Davis. I hope 
it will be on display at Richmond. 

Enclosed is the cover previously referred to. It has interesting 
notations on front and back. I shall be very pleased to have your 
analysis. 

I 1as indeed fortunate at that same sale to land not one, but two 
"First Day Covers n which fit nicely into My "U.S. Civil rar" exhibit. 
One of them was the Grove Hill Ala •• Tune 1, with 3rJ 11.S. earlyenvel
ope crossed out - the same as you pictured in your article in the 

. Stamp Specialist (Emerald Book, page 12). 

The other was the little cover used frOM Staunton, Va., with full 
. date June 1, 1861, and U.S. #26 crossed out (Auction lot #158). 

Quite unexpectedly I made a 'tfind" recently, which can be called 
my only such good fortune in many years of collecting. I was up 
in Tennessee (my son is a stUdent at Lincoln Memorial University, 

• at Cumberland Gap) and acquired a Lincoln campaign portrait used by 
~ a Confederate soldier, from Beans Station, Tenn, Due 10. It is a 

bit "beat up" but certainly a rare combination. I know of only one 
, other Lincoln portrait with Confederate usage. Showed it to Gene 

Wulfekuhler and he raved over it. Hakes a beautiful companion 
• piece to my t1Hanging Lincoln." 

V'ith kind ~eeards. and sincere thanks for your interest, 



" 

I 

1r. G cr N. Ihl , 
5401 - 9th C't., !orth, 

st. Pet:r bur , Florida. 

D 

thus 2 1,.. 

July 28, 1954. 

er of II 
isto-l7. 

cover. 

ch rg • 

Con[;ratUl tiona on the c ition of t 0", Jun 1st IB61 Confed. 
covers . I rel1l(~er th ,(:, L rr:; accumulated s nice nes. The chanc are thrt I 
have photos of t hem. in my fil because he kn' I especially liked ch it • 

I have st ated over night at liB s Station" have pas ed thru 
Curlberland Gap on "'ous oc ions . The Lincoln rial University is a v ry 
fine institution and I have b a sub crib to their uarterly CD. azin (mich 
is v rry fine) for a n: er years. Your cover t be ~ ully nice. 

ith kinde t r . ani -
Cordially y rs, 
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173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park. New York • FL 4.4838 

AUCTIONS· APPRAISALS. RETAIL· WHOLESALE. STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

July 27, 1954 

Enclosed please find a l¢ 1851 which has the boys 
guessing as to type. I think it is a IlIA, but we decided to 
send it along to the Master to find out the real story. 

By the end of the week I expect to send some slides 
to be photographed. I have quite a few covers in my reference 
collection and once in awhile I give talks at various clubs, 
but do not like to show all of my material for fear it will be 
confiscated. Of course, it is a silly ruling where items are 
held to prevent fakery and then the Government confiscates 
them. I figured that if I could have pictured slides, I could 
show these instead of the actual material and in this way run 
no risk of having it grabbed. 

I trust that Mildred and yourself are enjoying the 
summer and that you do not have too many days where the tem
perature runs over one hundred. We have been fortunate here 
insofar as there have not been too many bad days. 

I wonder if you are going to California to the A.P.S. 
Convention. If so, I will see you there. 

With kind personal regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

JOHN A. FOX 
JAF:ew 

Buy at the Sign 0/ the Triangle 



.f:r. John ox .. 
173 Tulip :vee J 

Floral Park .. N.Y. 

Dear John: 

vi Ct:1cr. 

July 30, l.954 • 

for trans~ 
on't think th t 

It hit 100 here today an I "uppo e it i ht ju t a 'ell h ... ve 
b en five 0 six degrees i er so far D.S co ort is conce '. T is w 
the second hotte·t of the year. 

o John .. I l1ill not etten the c.r. Conventi n thi year. I 
ould .. however, enjoy it out there as I have a lot of friends in the S.F. 

area. 

Uildred joins e in b t wish s to VirBini you. 

Cordi~ y UTS, 



ALLEN L. HH~ AND ASSDCIAIH 

Territory 
Covered: 

ttucky 

• 

ana 

• 
nessee 

• 

inia 

A Selling Organization 

Phone: TAylor 1214 Brolters-Candy and Specialties 
3932 Frankfort Avenue 

Louisville 7, Ky. 

I~ ~ /'lS>c 



Jul¥ 30, 1954. 

ith 

'cl.ly 



AllEN C. HfC~ AND ASSOCIATES 13 - f 

Territory 
Covered: 

Kentucky 

• 
Indiana 

• 
Tennessee 

• 
West 
Virginia 

A Selling Organization 

Phone: TAylor 1214 Brolters-Candy and Specialties 
3932 Frankfort A venue 

Louisville 7, Ky. 



• 19~ 1954 • 

• 

• 

D r • 

Sine 



WEl.LS FARGO COVER 
3¢ 1853 U.S.Envelope 
Los eles to Louisville 

Analysis by Stanley B. Ashbrook. 

This letter originated at some point in California and was carried into 
Los Angeles by Wells Fargo and placed in the U. S. ¥..ail. I doubt if W.F. & Co. 
picked it up at San Pedro, Calif., because ther was a U.S. P.O. at San Pedro, 
which was in"Los Angeles" County. The W.F. & Co. frank was the Express Fee for 
carriage Los Angeles. From Los Angeles, it was carried East by the Overland 
Stage, ("Overland Mail ll ) to st. Louis, thence to Louisville, Ky. The Los Angeles 
postmark is "July," undoubtedly Jul~ ...L.~UJ . The rate to the East was10¢ over 
3000 miles, or 3¢ under 3000 miles. Thus via Panama and New York to Louisville 
the rate was lO¢ but by the Overland Mail it was 3¢, Louisville being less than 
3000 miles by the Overland Route. 

On the back of this envelope is a U. S. l¢ 1857 - Type V, canceled and 
postmarked Louisville IlMar 14" (1861). Apparently this same envelope was again 
used in March 1861 as a "Drop Letter" - l¢ postage - to transmit some message to 
the same person, same address at Louisville. 

A pen notation on face has "Evidence 20 March 1861." This type of post
mark with break in outer circle was used at Louisville in March 1861. 

To sum up -

This letter first entered the U. S. Mail at Los Angeles in July, presum
ably 1860, and the 3¢ rate indicates it w~nt by the Overland Mail to Louisville 
and was evidently delivered to the addressee at the end of its journe,y as there 
is no evidence of it being undelivered such as "Mvertised" or "Dead Letter" etc. 

On the back we find a 1¢ 1857 with postmark of March 16, which is evidence 
that this envelope with the same address again entered the mail at Louisville, 
and addressed to LouiSVille, indicating, of course, a l¢ Drop rate. We can only 
speculate as to why it was used a second time to the same address. 

ST ANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

AUGUsr 19, 1954 



To -

19, 1954 
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DOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EABLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTQRY 

EARLY omo RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECI'ING 

M.£MBER: COLLECTORS CLUB. 
S.P.A •• A.P.S •• C.P.S. 

Dear Stan: 

~'-====-.. IlHC>"®u'.-====--'''''''''''''' 

rJ-fenrg ill rrneger 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL mGR SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 l!l!AD STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6880 

EVANSVILLE ·11. INDIANA 

~.--::=====-- .. n-@ •• ~ •. -======---- . ....e...... 

~~ .. n-@ •• ~ •• -~ 
PDILATELl(; 

LINES 

SOUTIIWESTERN INDIANA 
POSTAL mSTORY 

GERMAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
& NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVEDS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL • RA WAil 

~~ .. IlHC> .. @-u .. -~ 

July 6, 1954 

I have come back to life. I was pract ical~ out of circulation all 
of last summer and fall, and completely out of circulation during the 
pa st winter and spring. I believe you mew what was the cause of my tak
ing a demit from all stamp work; it was the centennial celebration of our 
school. It fell to my lot to do the history, and it became a much bigger 
piece of work than any of us had anticipated. It became a book of x plus 
225 pages . Then during the last frantic efforts to get final corrected 
proof back to the printer and. to negotiate constantly with him on all man
ner of details, I also had to organize and conduct one of the evening 
meetings (not quite single-handed, but ver.y nearly so) and to gather, put 
up, supervise, take down and. return a historical exhibit of things cover
ing our hundred years of existence. I am still returning things, and I 
am still helping the circulation committee to mail out the book and to 
deliver copies in town in person; 'but eventually I hope to get back to my 
interrupted philatelic studies. 

There have been two matters between us recently regarding which I have 
not replied to your letters. I am glad I sent for the slave sale poster; 
it is an interesting document, and you have done your friends in the C.S.A. 
a great service in making it available to us. You are very right, it was 
an iniquitous institution which had to be eradicated. It is unthinkable 
that civilized Americans who claimed to cheriSh the spirit of democarcy and 
Christianity seriously argued for the preservation of such an institution 
only a hundred years ago when our school was founded. I had a very inter
esting time last summer, while doing research from the newspaper files of 
1850-70, observing not only articles relating to education, but also those 
relating to slavery, disunion, seceSSion, Kansas-Nebraaka, LinCOln, Douglas, 
the progress of the war, its final end, and reconstruction. I absorbed the 
spirit of the times as I had never done from history books. History books 
have a r~ of hiding the spirit of the times beneath layers of facts; for a 
really intelligent understanding, we need both the facts and the spirit. 
I believe we studious philatelists come nearer to gaining an understanding 
of the olden times through our early folded letters and their contents than 
history majors in college do. 

I read. the day-by-day reports of the progress of Morgan',s raid; I read. 
the bulletins when he threatened to capture Evansville; I read the report of 
his crossing into Indiana at ]randeburg, and his progress through Ohio. It 
was like reliving those times. Recently the Book Nook, a semi-philatelic 
store in Louisville which also deals in old books, old prints, maps, etc., 
has turned up a copy of the Corydon Weekly Democrat of July 14, 1863, with 
the full account of the sacking of Corydon. They have made a reproduction 
which is very well done. They sell it for $2.00. I have thought of writing 
T. • Crigler a letter about it; he might want to announce its availability 
in the Confederate Newsletter. orne of our colonels might like to have it. 
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During the course of my research I also found a lot of interesting items 
about postal matters: prep~nt, stamped envelopes, demonetization of the 1857 
issue, mail by river, the appearance of the 1869 issue, etc. If I can ever get 
around to it, I may type up a few carbon copies of such items as I found for a 
few friends who would be interested. They are too scattering and too lniscel-
1aneous to make an article; but something here and there might be interesting 
to some of my friends. If I ever get to do that, I ill make you a c~y. 

(xJo . 36) 
e now come to your letter of Feb. 28 with a copy of your Special Service. 

A reply four months late can' ,t be of nro.ch value to you a:n:y more, but your kind
ness in sending it to me at least deserves an answer. 

If I had tried to reply at that time, my reply would not have meant any
thing; I would not even have understood the significance of that which you 
brought to our attention. But meanwhile lJaurice announced his discovery in 
rekeel '~, which I read very carefully. I now see how it fits into your dis
cussion. So I now feel able to comment upon it, especially since I can take 
the time to restudy it and type what I really mean. 

It is very curious that it took so long for a postage rate of 1849-51 to 
become known to us. I suppose we all assumed all this time that we a1i7~s had 
rates of 3x, 5x, and 7x the basic rate. Now comes h1aurice and turns up this 
Eoston Almanac which states that in 1850 only ~ multiples were permissible. 

{jy first reaction was this: II as Postmaster Hayden of :Boston so tied up 
in his thinking with Dritish rates that he assumed that odd multi~les were ex
cluded? Did he, on his own, cause that statement to be printed in the Boston 
Almanac? Did his interpretation influence thought and action in the Doston 
area where the Almanac circulated, or was it known over the U.S.?" :But no, we 
see that the Washington-'ViI1ard seIni-official postal guide contained it. 

l.W second reaction was this: "If such a provision ever existed, whlf was 
it never l)Ublished officially by the Post Office Department?" I now see that 
it as not nrinted where we can find it, because there was no P.L.& R. between 
1847 (too e~ly) and 1852(toolate).-p.L.& R. alw~s sta.tes the current infor
mation; it does not pretend to give historical background; so the 1852 issue 
would naturally make no mention of a rate which had gone out a year earlier. 
:But it still is strage that the fine little booklet "Postage Rates 17 9-193011 

(and its 5¢ supplement) which is historical skips over this rate. One would 
think that the Solicitor- General of the P.O.D. would search not only bound num
bers of the Postal Guide, but also the manuscript records of the Dept. 

~ third reaction was this: "In stating the rates for heavier letters, 
has everybody who stated a rate been so busy quoting even rates that he Simply 
forgot all about odd rates?" But I now see that the {, ahington-Willard bulle
tin definitely states, "there being no triple or qunitriple (sic) rates." 

tty fourth reaction was (and still is) this : "ls it possibl e that .M. G. 
Collarner set up the even rates on his own responsibility? Did he either read 
that interpretation into the law because he was so conscious of the DritiSh 
rates, or did he simply decide to make that regulation?" You are acquaint~d 
with the Kalakaua Errors (errors i n interpreting directives from San Franc~so 
and/or Washington) in Ea~aiian postal History; have we here some Collame: 
Errors? It would be hard to find out, 105 years later, what led a certa1n man 
to make a certain deCision, unless we can find something on paper. 
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There are two lines of study ~e can pursue incidentally. as we have time 
for them and as e are looking for other things: 
1. 7e can be looking for a postal law of l!arch 3, 1849 and see what it s~s. 
2. I can look in the Evansville papers of larch-July. 1849, for an announcement 
by our Evansville postmaster. Our postmaster of those d~s was a great believer 
in what we now call IIpublic relations. II At least a couple of times every week 
he insterted either a "post office ndlice" over his signature. or a letter to the 
editor. Re kept the people well informed. In doing some research in the Louis
ville Courier and the Louisville Journal last summer, I found exactly the oppo
site situation; the Louisville postmaster aL~ost never put anything in. Our 
~vansville postmaster may have made some a~nouncement about the abolition (e~d 
later restoration) of odd multiples and given the source of his authority. ~er
haps I can do that this summer. 

I now come to a question which has been running through rrw mind, and which 
I need settled before I can finish an article I am writing on the mark 'Mail 
Route . II I am sure you remember this, that in one of the very early numbers of 
the Stamp Speciali st there was an article on that mark. and I think it was by 
Seymour Dunbar. _onight at stamp club' I will verify the name of the author and 
take notes exactly what number it was in. It contained the t~esis that the mark 
indicated transportation through Tennessee or Kentucky by virtue of a treaty with 
the Cherokee Indians. (It seems to me that it turned out later that somebody 
told that to the author . and he believed it and wrote his article accordingly.) 

Very shortly thereafter. an article appeared in one of the leading stamp 
papers (my memory says STAMPS l1.lagp..zine) revealing the errors of the Stamp ~
cialist article. ~ow comes the question: Va,s it you who wrote the correcting 
article? You and I were not as well cquainted at that time as we are now, so 
although your name was already well known in philatelic research then. it did 
not m.alre quite the impact QE:. ~ as it would now. 

If it was you who wrote the correcting article, do your notes show the 
magazine and date? If I sey anything about it in my article , I should quote 
accurately and definitely_ I have found in ~ writing that when I know that a 
certain theory is current or has been printed somewhere which I know to be un
true, I should say so; otherwise shortly after my article appears , I will begin 
to receive letters solemnly quoting to me like Holy Scriptures . the alre~ 
discredited article. I save a lot of needless reading and acknowledging by 
sa;vthing that something is not so. 

So it would help me a great deal if you find it possible to answer the two 
Questions: (1) Did you publiSh the correction? (2) Name and date of magazine? 

",fuile I was typing this letter, the mail came.bringing from U.ekeel , l ~ my 
copy of Haurice I~ booklet "Schedule of Mails and Postages in 1849. 11 It doesn ':t 
change an;rthing I said in thi s Ie t ter; it just put s everything in handier form. 
I must ~rite to 11aurice and congratulate him on the service he has rendered us. 

I hope that from now on I can react to my philatelic correspondence in the 
normal manner as I did previous ' to last summer. 

Yours sincerely, 
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• Henry A. e.yer~ 
516 Read St., 

Evansville 11, In • 

Dear Henry: 

July 16, 1954. 

Yours ot the 6th received and carefUlly noted. I will comment on so 
of the subjects mentioned. 

Slaverr. I quite agree th~t it was a terrible institution and had to be 
eliminated frOill American l1!e but we must bear in mini that the people of iohe 
South or the generation prior to the Civil ar 'ere not responsible for it, th.". 
did not institute it, it had een handed own to them as a thing that waa legal in 
e"e17 way. But the most iW>ort.ant point -as, that their whOle ecoDOllll' wae based 
~D it. To bave done a: ay dth it, would ha e meaDt. ecoDOldc ruiD, as it later 
proved. Only in recent years has tbe South recovered. Theil there was -the o~er 
most important ,feature, stMre~ R!", On t lis cornerstone was this nation tOUDded. 
It has beCome a dead issue. No longer have the States 8l1r r1 thts . In8tead e have 
a govel1went centralized in Waahingt.on. 

R. - the reprint of the COl'7don eekq DcIDocrat. 'lill 70U plea e iva me 
the address of the book store in Lo sTill.. ~ father was one of J.brgan ' S lDBD and 
was with the col2lD8.l'1d on the entire raid. He was captured at the end of the ra1d 
and sent to Camp Douglas, C icago. I am sure Crigler would 11ke to know a out the 
reprint. 

News items that you found. I certa1nl..y would appreciate a coW. 

Re - the B1a1ce D1ecove!7. You should send to Mekeel ' s and obtain Blake' s 
booklet on the subject. 

Note the last paragraPh on pa e 2 of your 1et.ter. IV answer to this 
"Fourth Reaction" is as follows: Hel e is my belief -

(1) A new p. '.G. took oftice March 4. 1849. 
(2) Congress approved an aet legalizing no triple rate on ail roing to 

Britain and beyond umer the U. S. - British Postal Treat,. which ent into e.tr.ct 
the middle of February 1849. It is .. conviction that Congress had no intention 
of changing the domestic rating of letters but merelY' to lef'alize no triple rate 
on mail to G. B. 

Second. The new p •• G. read his own interpretation into the law and on 
March 15, 1849 issued an order that the new llno triple rate" applied to au. U.S. 
mall, domestic and foreign. ,_ shoul we have changed our method of rating 
domestic mall. just because the Treaty provided no triple rate? The British were 
hi might,. in t ose 'aye and h ted the young and growing nation to the est. 
The,r never lost an opportunity to take a cr ck at us. They ad no triple rate in 
their Posta1 System~ hence made us accept no triple rate in the new postal. treat,.. 
Mall going abroad under the new treaty was very small in comparison to the 1arge(?) 
volume of domestic mail. I s~ cannot believe that Congress had aqy inteDtion 
ot changing the rat on domestic mall. Th.,fOrding of the act ot March :3, 1849 
is perhaps ambiguous but it is according to 0\ one dshes to interpret i.t. It 
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62 . :zo. Henry • !eyer, July 16, 1954l 

mu t h :ve been unsatisfactory to th eople and Congress recogniz th dis
actinf' ct· on and eh it back :0 the fom r et.hod by th et of He-reh 3, 
1951. 

I don' t thiru{ that Blake cgrees ith e. 

Henry don ' t have to look for the post law of' 1849. Th 
llarch 3, 1 '.9 is iv in t e 1852 P. L. & • It is po sibl t t 
find s thin in t Evan ill . prof''' 1849. 

ct of 
ight 

o 
an 

I find that tho 
IST" Issu o. 4. 
tively sil y . 1I 

bar rt· clo app ared in Vol. 1 of' the 1ST II' SPECIAL
r ads - nThi c.rticl so far as iail Route is po i-

I c nnot find I published but as stated above, 
as near I CEon eoll, ........... ~,vr to" rlic1e by n by the name 
of' Fredericka. 

I note that you did obtain a copy of th male booklet . 

Cordially you , 



CAMBRIDGE TRUST COMPANY 
HARVARD SQUARE 

CAMBRIDGE 38 , MASSACHUSETTS 

July 29, 1954 

Col. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Col. Ashbrook: 

You probably do not 
remember me by name, but, perhaps you 
recall that Lester Downing, John Ayer 
and I had a very pleasant visit with you 
and Dr. Chase last year. We have often 
spoken of what a pleasant day we had, 
thanks to you. I do hope we shall have 
another opportunity before too long to 
renew our acquaintance. 

I noticed your ad in the 
3¢ ' 51 unit "Chatter" in which you were 
willing to give us help on some of our 

~E- puzzle s. Enclosed is a 3¢ ' 51 cover with 
a" UlJ States 6B. or cancellation. I can find 
some information about the UD States can
cellations in your wonderful boo~on the 
l¢, but I am puzzled about the 6 part 
of the cancellation. Would you kindly 
enlighten me? When you return the cover, 
please send me a memo of how much lowe 
you and I shall send a check right away. 

EWP:EB 
-* Enclosure 

Registered Mail 

~ yoz~ very t43' 

0Yt)dlCUoi j~ 
E. Willard Phippen 





( 

On M~rch 23, Harmer, Rooke & Co. sold lot =#: 101, namely 
an 1861 "3c pink block!, of 4". The Philatelic Foundation in their 
report stated this was not the! pink. It has been examined by 
Warren H. Colson, Ezra Cole and Philip H. Ward, Jr. and it 15 
the opinion of all tlhree that this is the pink stamp, Scott's -#64. 
As we recall, John A. Klemann had a good size block of this shade 
some years back. It was broken into blocks of four and singles. 
From our observations, all unused blocks and most singles are from 
lfhis larger piece. 

The 3c pink comes in two very discinct shades - the lighter 
shade, su~ as this block and most. of the used copies known, and 
a more brilliant deep pink, which is not known unused and is sel
dom found used. We think Stan Ashbrook calls this second shade 
"robin's blood" pink. However, we have a mint block of the for
mer and a used copy on cover of tQ6 latter in our own collection, 
so tlhat when our trained eye is at fault we can actually check with 
the st:mlPS themselves, which after all is the best way to pass upon 
suc.h a variety. To handle them is to known them and the more 
that pass through one's hands, the better one becomes posted. 

WAr=< [) 1 n 



r. PhIlip H. tard, jr., 
1616 ainut St •• 

Philadelphia 3. Pa. 

Deer Phil: 

june 7, 19.54. 

In your lsst column in {okoal '8 you mentioned a block of four 3<1 
1861 Pink in the Harmer Romke 8ale of March 23, Lot /101. I not e the 
r.F.Expert COMmittee stated that this blrek as not the Pink though it 
had been okayed by Colson, Cole and you. I have no recollection that I 
ever S 1 this plock or the t it h8d been sent to Me for my opinion. I am 
just \It)n:'lerlnS,if anyon la8 given the impression that I ~ssed upon it? 
I do examine 1"'..aterial for the P.F. from tine to tine. I feel sure ' that 
you know a Pink end I fe 1 sure thet Coloon lnows the color and I believe 
Ezra has a very good idee. Can you give me any further details regarding 
thi difference of opinion? 

• 

I auppose you noticed the artiole in }!ekeel's by 0 person nOMod 
Plotz. I only glanced et it but I note that he used the term" OCK PINK." 
That is a new one on e. I navel" heard tmt term before. I wonder if lIOCK" 
refers to a "near Pink" or a "Pinkish Rose." 

J. a lao not iced you quot d me 8S usi ng the term "Robin's blood." That 
also 1 s a new one. I IIBver bee rd that term before. \',bat you h~d in mind was 
a "Pigeon Blood." You \I ere correct in stating that the real "Pigeon Blood" is 
e scerce staop, aleo correot in ststing th t ~ unused copy is not known. at 
least, I never 8 1 or hee rd of me. 

I mentioned :in .my June Service that the unused. no gum, block in the 
Eno sale as being fin exceptionally fin e color and so it 1s. riot the 8suol 
faded out "unused' that are frequently olassed as the "Pink. 1t When I em re
quested to pass CIl a P1nk or Piseon Blood I always make direct compartson, slde
by-sida ith my reference copies and only in good ligh.t - never on a dark 
overcast day. That 1s the sure way and el1nimtes any guess- ork. 

ith regards -

Yours eto. , 



• PENNYPACKER 8·3237 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. l'homas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD • .JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

June 21, 1954 

On my return I nnd your letter of the 7th in 
regards to the pink. The block in question from the Harmer Rooke sale 
is from the same larger block as the Eno piece. Souren bou~ht the Eno 
item and as they all are a little creased, he evidently washed off the 
gum and pressed it out . This shade is well known and I have never seen 
an unused block in any other color. We do not know who in the Foundation 
turned the pink block down but it came back to Gordon Harmer on the day 
of one of his large sales and Colson, Cole and myself hauuened to be pre
sent. While we were not in his office together, we each saw the block 
individually and each, witnout knovling what the other had to say, described 
it as the red oink. The block has been sent oack to the Foundation for 
a revi sed certificate. No one intimated that you had oassed upon it or 
even seen it. As a matter of cllriosi tv, I would like to know who really 
tu rned it down. concern-ed, .s 
t>&i rit51e end TvneUt;; 

I note your ranarKS "Pigeon Blood" and for some 
reason or other there v'as lodged in my mind "Robin' s Blood". I hve a 
Pi~eon Blood on cover in my collection, vmich you checked some years back, 
and as I state in my article, and which you conn nn i your letter, I have 
never seen this on unused condition. I have in my personal collection a 
mint single and block of the pink variety, which is known unused, 8!1d 
several covers wit~ the oink stamp on both Patriotic and normal covers . I 
also have one Pigeon Blood and must say I have been hunt · nP.' for an unused 
coPY for many many years without uccess. I imagoi ne it is '-;UGt one of t~ose 
things that we will have to out down as not existing. 

1 regards, 

PHILIP Ho 'NAHD, JR. 



Dear stan: 

.JOHN DAVID BAKER 

3909 NORTH DELAWARE STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA 

July 31, 1954. 

I am in the midst of writing up a cover I bought in the Moody 

Sale and am confused. The cover is Lot 504 Through-the- Lines 

by Adams Express. The PAID 10 I understand to be the Confederate 

prepaid double rate, the 6¢ cancelled by Louisville to be the U. S. 

double rate. Why the other 3¢ stamp cancelled by Adams Express? 

Was Adams charge 3¢, if so how would they collect it if it was 



1~. J. David B er, 
3909 Uorth Dele; re St., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Dear Dave: 

g. 4, 1954. 

Re - yours of the 31 <"!t and cover 504 in the :;oody ale. 
The 3 1857 tied by the Ad ~"Pr ss did n t PlW al\Y posta e. I 
uppoee the orrite thought it vould pay the ll. S. postag but ot 

course Adams knew it uld not. hence canceled it nt Lo isville and 
attached a pair. I believe ~ charged "Two Bitstl to carry th 
letter "thru th lines. " The Charlottesville Post Office evidently 
rated it as a double if' l.O¢ iSS :paid th re because the Confeder te 
rate was 5¢ up to 500 miles - lO¢ over 500 miles - per 1/2 ounce. 
I jud e'they rated it as a"aouble" becaune they did not tb· it auld 
be over 500 miles to cross the line. 

The 1I0K" was not B. c sor mnrking (as stated). as no mail 
bet feen the t 0 c.ections as censor th"t earl.y. I sup se the 
"OKtI was put on at Ch"rlottesville by the Mams agent to denote the 
Adams ell rge had been paid. 

No Dave, I wi.ll not atten the S. P. A. at Chicago. I 
have long since passed the tim wen I enjoy stamp conventions . 

~ kindest regards. 

Cordicl.l3 yours, 

( 



2Jt 

'6~<- tz Jj vJ;~~ 7"7/Z 
.,17 fI-

504 

50-1 IZI THROUGH-THE LINES COVER, originating in the Confederacy, 
pmkd in blue Charlottesville, Va., July 10, 1861, "PAID" and "10", de
noting the prepaid Confederate postage; carried across the lines by 
Adam's Express with a 3c T. II tied on by Adam's Express, Louis
ville, Ky., July 16, 1861 and forwarded to New York with a pair of 3c 
T. II, tied on by blue Louisville, Ky. duplex canc., cover also bears 
Mss. "O.K." censor marking. Very rare _______ (26) 

Jl~Q iI11UO:f:_--#:OI3-"M 
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Mr. J.~ ~. Molesworth 
'02 Beacon Street 

BOSTON (16) Mass • 



» 

• J c • 101 th, 
102 Be con St., 

Be ton 16, I'" SS e 

e r Jack: 

If. • 2, 1954. 

t TC ch e until. thiu noon -
c pl"·.t \11: to . at 

cous. It sh a1d hnve 
Tlo for Service and do 

ROBardine the 10¢ ..,t~ p. I v y ubiouo o.b u ... this" as r have 
idea. it u'" b en cle cd. I c rtdnly d at sell it es " .... u., ... .,o;;;u 

I couldn ' t soe ;:my tr COG 'by EWe" Wl'cr the lanp but t 
a photogr ph by tr -viol . ht 0 1 up cancel . rks. If yeu dsh 
to mnke such a. photo rctu tho st p. I 0 lll1 e>..-tra ch rge for such 

ork and d n ' t care to do it unl s :instructed. 

No fe for th bove u you c rcirn urse me for the €tum 
postage. 

Cordially yours~ 



J\-¥-~
ji;-¥-J\
Gt_QI_~_ 't-

QI_Jj-~

J\-~-~
~-~-~-¥-$-

3ltttk iE . • nlrlllUnrt~ 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft Thomas Ive 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

Pl,ilai:elic Deale1' and B1'okeT' 

102 ~earou ~treet 

~O£!tou 16. ~a£!£!tt.cqugett£! 

August 5, 1954 

My thanks for your shipment of July 28th and your letters of 
August 2nd & August 4th. I wish that I could use the strip of Ty la's, but 

there is a tiny nick in the bottom of the center stamp which would eliminate 
it from .the very fine clasa if I woul~ remove from the cover and the stamp 
at right has a tiny skin in the shoulder. Were it not :for these two factors 
I believe that I would be able to meet the $250 price. However in view of 
them I regret Imust return. I do appreciate your keeping me in mind for such 
material I shall be glad to look at anything you might feel that would be 
of interest in the future. 

In my haste to get the five covers and the lO¢ 18550ff to you 
I fear I was not too specific in outlining what I wanted on them. Actually 
I wanted you to sign the reverse and describe the rates on all since they 
were odd ones that I was not familiar with myself . I did not doubt the 
authenticity of any of them except the pair of #73 ' s on which I suspected 
that there may have been another stamp that had been removed from either the 
bottom left corner or to the right of the pair. I am returning them enclosed 
and would appreciate your signing and explaining the rates on them. Also 
enclosed is the 10¢ 1855 which I purchased in the last Harmer Auction. I 
don ' t quite feel that the comments in your August 2nd letter would be sufficient 
basis for return so guess it would be best for you to photograph the item by 
ultra-voilet as I will either have to return to them based on your opinion 
that it is cleaned or keep ;myself and sell as unused . Advise fees for the 
above and add your postage on returning the last lot and I shall remit 
promptly as usual . 

I appreciate your comments in regard to the l2¢ 1851 cover 
and can understand very well your opinion on it . It is somethigg that I 
had no intentions of buying unless I could secure a faworable opinion on it 
from you. However, I did not expect that this would be forthcoming in view 
of the previous circumstances surrounding its being withdrawn etc. I presume 
it was Ezra Cole who talked the Foundation into their withdrawing their 
certificate. I appreciate very much your comments and advice concerning it . 

Would you be qualified to make a few comments as to the 
differences between Confederate N.O. Provisional #62X3 and #62X5? I believe 
the catalogue comments concerning these are rather confusing. 

JEIII/p 
encl 

~regardS, 

Ja~:::~~h 
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REGISTERED 
No. ---- ---- ---- -----



• 7~ 1954. 

I • 

Dear ,J ck: , 

Thanks J ck. £or th IA strip. 

ain .. 0 - the Geneva" 1 .Y. co cr lith th Iter 12¢ ' 51. 
The fellow Who is supposed to ave put this into circul-ti as a fellow 
named Jarrett. It my va been H n t t Toronto Fred Jarrett. I be-
lieve that H Try onwiser 1m the tact.., . I r ly d not kn 11 it" C le 
vised the P. F. I suspect Konwiser but tho latt :y hnve gi: en COle teo • 
I don' t know ruvthing t Jarrett - \:Jb r he is rom.. the I e: York 
crowd evidently h s hiD hiutor)~. 

you 

se 

5j cerely y ~" 

c arging 

162X3 an ['621.5. 
it is r Y' a 

Explrlin to 1h t 
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Aug. 12, 1954. 

f-tr. Jack E. ~J.esworth, 

Eo to , . as. 

Dear Jack: 

H re is a ph to py Ult .. .J.-viol of the lO¢ 

leSS. In my opinion this print shows definite 

sign f cane 1 r 

Sii corel,. yours, 



Mr. Jack Eo Molesworth 
/02 Beacon Street i 

BOSTON ( 16) Mass. 

AUG - 71954 
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Paris,July 13 th.I954. 

Dear 1J.r.Ashbrook, 
About the Ocean lIail markings I do not aerce ";'Ti th the eeneral philatelic 

position.3y connarison YTith postal usages in other countries than the Stat.es,i thing it was 
somethine of "VTrong in the students explanat.ions,of incomplet.e and partially .... vrong in the stu 
on your last Special Service issue just received.If I 1U~derstandwell your position,you tl~' 
the three t;ypes o.f the O • •• markings were assigned to the O.M.service,and the examples Imovffi 0 

other letters than to California were errors of handst~ck use by the P .O.clark.If so,this 
mar._ -ng was only a sailing or mari tim departure marking very similar to the different british 
mnerica..'1,etc.packet marking of Boston,l cw-york,etc.If right v;hy such difference of postal use 
betvreen these different markings ? 'l'he packets are always on the back of the letter and never 
used as canceller;the O.M.are always on the face letter and nearly al~a~s used as cancellers. 
The P.M.are kn~fn on letters maildd trans-Atlantic and never on letters of other mai1s;theO. 
are known on other mails than the officially assigned.All the trans-Atlantic letters from any 
origin,paid by sronps or by money,or unpaid,bore always the P . M.;they are very few of the lett 
to California who had this O.M.marking even if originating of New-York.The Packet markings 
uses vrere closely similar to those of french,british,gennan,etc.maritim markings of the same 
days. The O. ! .markings uses are particular in all the usages,and similar -to nothing.Always 
exceptions.It is the reason why I think the CJ.l' .markings were not maritim markings even if 
often used for a particular mari tim mail. 

About the so-ca~led errors of use,an error in the choice of the hands truck 
by the P.O.clerk was always possible of course.But if so,why the dates of the marking used 
were changed? 11' the O.M.marking YfaS really assigned for the California service only,it was 
no reason to change the calendars every days.Only two dates were useful,the 5 and the 20.If 
the dates were changed every day the reason was this marking had another uses than the 0.1,. 
And consequently the so-called errors of use with 9,25 ,of date were not errors but only a 
use not yet understand. 

In these old days it was only <l central post office even in very big ci"Lies. 
In many harbours of 1uropa : Havre ,Bordeau..x,l antes,Ustende,Amsterdam,Ant·'Terp,etc.the P.O.trust 
a clerk on the harbour,on the pier ,with a little office or even with nn open desk only.lou 
have an exa."'Uple in America : Dentzel U\ New'-Orleans.' hy not :i.i:l lre:r-York ? r1'he presence of such 
a postman VTould lighted the u~underst~ble uses of the O •• markings. a) ,he cJ~~t.o/:'o ~o 
California sailings, this man collected the nail some tine after it '7as too latE?t,cancelled 
the stamps ,-lith his mm markings so called O.l •• cnd given these letters directly to the 'Ourser 
Even to-days they are such last-postal service in Havre each sailing day.£his usage giving 
an explanation why ro only a little part of the Ocean !.fail "'as striked with the marking 2° 
why it is always or nearly the only marking on the letter (at the contrary of the maritim 
markings who are + other markings), 3~ the use as canceller, the posbmanhavine no other post
mark or killer at his disposal,but the 7 due like on the letter of my collection,photo 
enclosed.In the O.M.marking look at the Sept.5 in pen added.Do you not t,hink such pen repair 
YiaS really a funny work for a postman if in a P.O.vrith plenty of Ocean Mail letters before 
him to cancel? I think it is the proof this marking was not ap'Olied in a P.O.and the postman 
had very few letters to cancell.Wich was normal if only a.:ter-closing mail.In other 'words, 
the O.~.narkings on the letters did not have the 5 or 20 dates because the California sailing 
were these days, but because this marking v.as applied on letters Tfich were in the hends of the 
post~nly these 5 and 20 dates days. The other days he received nothing, but the Jtery few 
e: ceptions ';hore they ",Te uro diffrcnt O •• on the same letter. 

About the so-called errors of use,trucc care at this curious chance,e~l the 
letters '\,knO'iffi wore, or sent to foreit:;n countries usually maj~ed by ships : 'r<mcc ,Hova-Scotia 
Cuba, ortugal,Hong-Kmng •• none for the Up.Canada, or to american citics who arc also harbours, 
Washington,Boston, JS'T-Haven,Philadelphie, (my ISl.{Il s letter 1'laS also to this city,uhoto) ,and 
none to Pittsbur h 0_ other city in the lunds. erhaps it is only a chance,perhaps not ?Pcrhap 
it was possible to send by this nan letters after-closing by cunarders or other ships.Or the 
!'cr'''''arders.--re !'loping isw1.s the su.'J.ewith othor shipf:) thany;ith those of the Ocean1eil.? 
~ .w:ltN> k~,.v\ 6" ?J to -t.t.... N, 1- If 0 -

1- ""~8 1: 
Sincerely yours, 



, 
, 

t 
) . 

Aug.6, 1954. 

lr. rare Levy .. 
e Rue LaGard J 

P , Franc. 

D • Levy: 

tor this tnrQy reply to your kind letter ot 
eh as it 

until I had clear des 

Of cou se, this m 
orig ted outside of 1. Yorn: City. It 

us appli d to il "mi origin~t in 
add eSD . 

th cont of your letter. 

If I djd not r.take all the above points ele"r in IItV July ervic 
Issue, it las bec use I a ... sumed all ubscribcrs ere quit fm::rl.li r rith the 
details of th ., king. I belie ation co rs mat I t....-"nn 
of use. rr I mght co c that this t :rron . Perhaps cov rs 
Halifax, or C ina, or France, or Cuba, or Boston hould nat t rsft 
but perhaps fI ua.l of this N Yo& po tmark. 1f 

I have no explanr:ti9D as to lby dates other than the 5th or 20th 
(or 6th or 21st) occur. I do think t t this utamper ,as int principally for 
the Pacific mail . Perhel. it i possible that 5 eitll aUings of the mall oc
CUlTed on off-days, hence the Chung •• in the ay logo. I never mcde arJ3 investig -
tion along this line that I can recall. 



r 
! 

2. • reel L 'VY' - Aug. 6~ 1954. 

I pl as to r etum the t 0 photo th t Y'ou enclosed. I believe th 
II e 7" iTas arking applied ... t the T York Post O£fice;J a.nd h s n signific c 
as far as th 0.1. is concerned. I ha.ve never run ross o.zv- ovid ce th;:.t ou1d 
indicato th"t this N.Y. marldng was a.ppJ.i at a Netl York pier. If such had been 
the case~ e auld have exo.mpl s of mil from ew·York CitY' to Ca.1itorb.i 
dth plain Nel.f York prot rice. Such it r unRnown. 

lUll it n.th int t your c ent on this letter. 

1y kin ost r !'l'ards. 

Cordially ours" 



C. W. CHRISTIAN 
FIVE-TWENTY 
LA R K S PUR A V E. 
CORONA DEL MAR 
CALIFORNIA 

Stanley 3 . Ashbrook 
• O. Box 31 

33 !~ . Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr . Ashbrook: 

July 23, 1954 

For a number of years I have been 
interested in collecting the U. S. One Cent 1861 
in all of its varieties and uses. Recently ~ 
aquired from a dealer,whom I consider very reliable, 
a cover bearing three copies of the One Cent 1861 
mailed from Tew York to 3altimore and bearing a red 
or red-violet cancel ofi the ~ l ili tary District of 
vlashington. 

Deaar advised this was a Confederate POW 
cover listed but not priced by Dietz. I can not find 
this particular ~_ill tary :)istrict hand s tamp in any 
of the Dietz books that are available to me. 

I am not concerned with the validity of 
the stamps on the cover but will you please advise me 
if it is in line with your services, as advertised in 
Stamps . agazine , to furnish information on the hand 
stamp relative to an authoritative write up for the 
collection. 

If so, kindly advise fee, and will arrange 
to send cover for inspection. The enclosed postQge 
is for the convenience of your reply. 

very truly yo~s, . 
~~~ 

A P S 18771 



Jul7 27, 1954. 

Mr. C • • • Christian, 
520 Larkspur Ave., 

Corona Del. t-far, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Christians 

I note that you specialize in the One C nt of 1S61# which 
makes me ~ nder it you ere acquainted with rq old rri or Gross ot 
Providence, who passed away bout five years ago. 

ene more thing. I find that very few collectors are reaUY 
familiar with the real l¢ 1861 ultramarine? I don't m he pale blue 
shades but the real ultramarine. Have you experienced much diftiCulty 1h 
locating copies? Do you consider th etamp is much s rcer than the S. U. S. 
~uot~tions indicate? 

=~~,;..,w",", 

Sincerely yours, 



C. W. CHRISTIAN 
FIVE-TWENTY 
LA R K S PUR A V E. 
CORONA DEL MAR 
CALIFORNIA 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kent ucky 

Dear r. Ashbrook: 

July 29, 1954 

Enclosing the P 0 ~ cover for your inspec
tion. I ill be very grateful for your observations. 

It was not my fortune to know Tudor Gross 
as he passed away about a year before I became interes
ted in No. 63. Incidentally ~r . Clarence Brazer 
suggested this stamp to me as a specialty and I am 
grateful to him for the suggestion as in this regard I 
believe it is somewhat of a "sleeper". Good thing it 
is not too popular a s there are few enough copies in 
anything like respectable condition . 

ihen I first learned of Mr . Gross I was 
curious as to the disposal of his collection and 
ultimately traced it through lr. Stephen Lyon to 
Samuel C. Paige who sold it last year intact. I have 
never learned the purchaser . 

As regards the ultramarine it would be my 
humble opinion that it is much more scarce than the 
catalog indicates . If in this shade it can be favor
ably compared to Scotts #s 246, 340, 382, and 438 then 
I would say I have none . Yet among those that have 
passed t hrough my hands I have seen a number og indigos . 

Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely , 



r. Stanley B. shbrook 
33 r. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

R CE P QUE~Tl:.~ 

---
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• • 

rcccd.v'c.d. 
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744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. BOL31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

August 4th, 1954. 

,/ 

I have the c~py or your letter to Larry 
Shenfield or A~ust ~nd regarding a Provost Marshal ha~
starn. f This is" a rairly wen known marking, and it prob
ably is the one illustrated and listed as Type II under 
"Military District or Washington" on page 168 of the 
present Dietz Catalog. I~i$ known both with the Todd and 
other signatures. The~e was one used on a cover with a 
Confederate stamp in the Fox sale or my own collection 
listed as Lot #477, of whicb a rather poor photograph 
appeared on page 35 in;the Catalog of that sale. 

If the cover / you examined is different 
rrom that, I'llbe glad t~ se~ the photograph you made 
or it. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

MacB/HK 
.." 

c.c.: L.L.Shenfield 
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. 104'. C. i. ChrL,t , 
520 Lnrkspur Ave.~ 

Coron Del 1!ar) C31if. 

Dcur Mr. Chriotien" 

Furth r r rorring to 
friend Van it cBride j:f e 
D.C. 
his 

in 

"This' f"irly \ 11 known ma king, and it probably is 
the one illustrated and 11.sted a Type II under IltUita17 Dj. trict 
of iashino~on' on p ee 16S r th p esent Dietz Cntaloeue. It is 
kn01im both with tho TOdd nd other s1 ntures. There '<IUS on used 
on. a cover dth C nfederat t p in the Fox sale of 1'1\1 mm collec
tion lioteds Lot t'477 J of hic 1 a r ther poor photograph app ared 
on pa e 35 in the Cat" 0 of that sal. n (unquote) 

The s le r ferred to above was by Jolm Fox act 20" 1953. 
The illustra.tion °ras so poor it is impossible to oake anyt gout 
of it. Th COy r sold for ..,46.00. .As noted it had a lO¢ 1963 
Confederate strunp • 



Aug. 2, 1954. 

~ CoB.!. 

It is rather difficult to match arly color with toe of later Teare. 

I believe that C1 ~ ence Brazer g ve you v ry excellent. advice when h. 
vised you to sp ci ize in the 3¢ 1861. U " I c be of bit or llHistance at 
tJ.r/3 tim. plea do not h itate to rite 

Sincerely yours, 



• 

; 

C. W. CHRISTIAN 
FIVE-TWENTY 
LA R K S PUR A V E. 
CORONA DEL MAR 
CALIFORNIA 

r. Stanley B. shbrook 
33 }. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, entucky 

Dear r. Ashbrook; 

August 9, 1954 

I wishto express my appreciatmon for 
the prompt return of my cover and for your obser
vations regarding the usage. _hank you also for 
checking further through 'r. ~acBride for it is 
good to know the marking has been recorded. 

I purchased the cover from Jack ' oleswoIb 
who mentioned it was listed in Dietz. Apparently 
the catalogs owned by the Los Angeles Philatelic 
Club library a~e not the latest , as it was there I 
made the search. 

If I ever get a ~63 in an ultramarine 
Shade that compares well with my proofs I will send it 
on to you for an opinion. 

Sincerely, 



If. "' . 13, 1954. 

, 
J' • c. • Chri i , 

520 L rkspur Av ., 
Cor n Del , Cal • 

D a.r • Chri iron 

f , 

:uc. lOt 

I b i 

e circular m-king of the "Old C pit 1 iso" 0 
listed. n' 168 o£ t e 19L .. 5 D1 c toe. 

~inc ly Y urs, 



C. W. CHRISTIAN 
FIVE · TWENTY 
LA R K S PUR A V E. 
CORONA DEL MAR 
CALIFORNIA 

r . Stanley B. sgbrook 
33 I . Ft. homas ve . 
Ft . Thomas , Ky . 

Dear ur . Ashbrook : 

Aug. 23, 1954 

Thank you very much for the added 
information on my POi cover and for your fine 
cooperation in authenticating this : ilitary 
District marking . 

I shall contact t' e clipping 
bureaus for a copy 0 f .. ~r . L. L. Shenf ield ' s 
a rticle on Prisoner of ar Govers as I would li e 
to add it to my notes on the One Gent ' 61 . 

y thanks to you both and hope I 
shall have the opportunity to return the favor . 

Sincerely yours , 



(":' 
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Sept . 2, 2954. 

l~. C. • Christinn~ 
520 L rkspur ~ . 

Coron" Del 

D r Mr. ChriGtian: 

Th article by • L. S11 '1 d ap in th "I at" Book'! of the 
Lindquist public ti n, liThe tamp Sp cia.11 t ." I h~v ittl doubt that 
you till find a copy in th Library of the 1.0 cle" Philat lic Society, 
but if not and y 'Want c py" advi m an I 'till "rit 1J'. Lind ist . 

In the henfield articl h illu"'trated a COy r ,'lith n 10 Confederr.te 
stamp canceled nt, Richmon in Jan. ? 1861h Th letter is ad r sed to 1obile, 
Ala . T' e . N. ma i "'igned by H n B. Todd . This COy r al 0 ho.s the 
circular mar . rt of th "ld Capitol Prison. " 

U good friend Thomas Parks of J Ckson H i hts N. Y. , is an authority 
on covers showing liP: . 11 M"'rkin{ 6 (Provost l8r""hill , of th C Vil. If ... Z' . I 
quote az follol-IS £1'0.'11 a 1et.ter from. him d~t,ed u . 26th 1 .,t: 

JlYou have besth'!' d r:e into 
prison r cove'''s in oxttlnsiv coD. t 

n c cl<: 1i ... t of tho "Jashington 
1 of lit aturc nnd photos . 

I Iso 1001" d up Captain Henry- B. Todd in the Official Raco s . He had 
an intere3ting record: 

Uovember 12, 1861" captured and sent to Richmon • 
Janu r:r 24, 1862.. expect~ to be exchan ed for Capt. mith" of the 25th Va. 

The date of hia appointment is not eiven but corr spondence refer to him 
as Provost l.f.a·"'shal in Washington from farch 2, 1863 to July 18, 1863. He \iaB no 
doubG there longer. 

July ]3, 1$'64, he lias Lt . Col . commanding t 3rd Provisional eement of 
the Secon Brigade of l1eigs I Division. 

He apparently supervised all prisons in Nashington, and was not stationed 
at the Old Capitol, ecce ing t o: th' letter: 

Office of th Commi sar.y-General 
of Prison ra, 

t ashin on .. D. C. March 14, IB63 . 
Captain Henry B. Todd, Provost mrshal, Wash' on. 
Captain: I have not yet been f ni hed by Hr. \ ood~ au rintendent of the ld 
Capitol Pri son.. with a list of the prisonera under exchan e ,~o may be exch ed 
and I have therefore been unab.le to any at wha.t tim they will b r· y to 1 av • 
I w uld like to have all things prepared for their depart,ur as fnr as praetic b1a, 



1'2. • c. • Christian - Sept. 2~ 1954. 

so that th e :y be n d ~ ter I hear trom 

I nclosin her th 
lould C 1:'e to r on it, th 

lith ro 5 -

o -

( uote) 

color 51i that I 
ice is 1. 50. 

I Col. 3rd In.f'., 
• ot Pris n ra. " 

de t y ur cov r . If you 





" I 

. . ~Hlla H. c ~ 
3930 Red Bud Av ., 

Cine ti,e. 

t.fack: 

H lith tho . it 

Aug. 6, 1954. 

p of the 4th. 

• 
or such a raro 

I rill hav to return the 2¢ tamp to you la.t r as I fear 
this may have iron -out grill so I will hay to soak it in at 
water to see what develops . 

lith r eard -

Since 1y yours, 



, 

Ur • • IDlard H. lhck, 
39.30 R • Bud :;. , 

Cincinn ti, Ohio . 

Dear Hr. l-bck: 

Aug. 7. 1954. 

this i not a used 
v • coPY' of th regul 

I tm t t. t you l"ri.ll b able to obtain arum of the 
purchase price r 11 if so,; I will 11 :va to c} rgo you. a fe of 

3 . 50 b c< u e I h. d to make two photo~raphS by' ultr -violet~ In
--~c.:y.!do;.:e"""nta1Jy.. I 't uld 1ik to knO\oi w' '0 : 0: ,tlus tp.mp to y • 

• 

I beli~ve I recently passed on another used 1875 r 
issue. .t the tim I did not mnke a p ato aph by' tutra-Vi .... let .. 
50 l" ap it '/0 d b b tel' if yen r urn d the cop,y to m and I 
\rlJ.l do 



{,r) v q-e 
~(l \ I a ~c\ ['v C)c 1,,-

<tf 3~o-

~cf (~Gl 

Seu Sfj 33 

P (5 

AUG 10 \954 





lIr. Millar H. J.!a.ck, 
3930 R Bud.v nu J 

Cinc:iJm t1, Ohio. 

De r Jfro. Hac : 

Aug. 10, 1954. 

nth the two 2¢ 1869 at p" 

th check for 
Iwlll 

ot 

I also cknowledg ree i cf the 6¢ 30¢ 

~ncloBe4: 
A7 -:; 

and r port lcter. If the ultr ~olet prov 5 former 
we e in rror I will h ve quite a red face. There will 

ad tional ree on th e two 3tampe. 

Sinee '1' Y ura, 

A7 - 7 - 2 elid s 





-

p oto 

o not 
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3930 Red Bud Av~ 
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Philatelic Deale,., and B,.,oke,., 
102 ~eacotl ~treet 

~o5ton 16. ~as£lad!U5ett6 

Clt.~.!-

JI...~.JI... 

~·~·~·lJ·~· 

August 13, 1954 
r. i11ard H. 4ack 

3930 Red Bud Ave 
Cincinnati 29, Ohio 

Dear r~ ~ack. 

1 1 acknow1ed e receipt of your recent retum of the 2~ 1869 
previously sold you aa a reissue and the pair of 2~ 1869' s on cover. I 
shall be glad to accept the retum of both and have credited your account 
giving you a credit bal nee of 16.50 at the present time. Everything I 
tell 1n guaranteed to be as represented at tle time of purchase with no 
time l1mi.tNhatsoever on return if it should ever later be discovered to 

18 othe%Vlise than represented at the tble of purchase. Tho the return of 
the 2~ 1869 cover would not be inclUded in this guarantee I s lall of course 
under ti1e cixcumstances be pleased to accept its return as I v~uld not want 
you to retain anything with which you were not entirely appy. 

o I have great respect ror the opinion of .. 1'. As Ibrook and 
wish very much ti1at I could agree \nth him on the ~~ 1869 reissuo, I rogret 
that in spit of l isopinion after careful examination and checking I still 
feel that the stamp i6 the reissue s originally re resented to be. Upon 
receiving its return from you I iIllne<iiately C lecked it by every moan5 'nown 
to me and found no evidence whatsoever hat it was the .regular issue, rather, 
it 1s in my opinion the exact color of the reissue and printed on the exact 
type of paper used for same. Also, X can find no trace whatsoever of it eve~ 
having had a grill. However t in view of my o'm 19h regard for .. 1'. shbrook • s 
opinion I sent the $t~ p along to .r. G. N. Usticke, of New York to dete~ine 
what - i~oopinion might be before writing you as I certainly do not consider 
myself to e an expert in the same class as Mr. Ashbrook or r. Usticke. 
Enclosed is a letter from tdr. Usticke coafi log ny OM opinion that the stamp 
is the reissue. 

I do not know exactly VIilat means P. r. Ashbrook used to form his 
opinion and am somevmat t a loss as to understand how Ultra~v601et photographs 
would be of use in determining whether or not the stamp is grilled or not. 
However, I am sending him a copy of this letter and will look f.orward with 
interest to his reply which I am sure will clarify the situation. 

I am especially sorry about this incident as r. Ashbrook had 
previously written me that you were a Crlend of his and requested that I g1v 
you every possible consideration. As result of his request. I have made a 
special effort to send you only what I consider to be choice material. 

The 1#112 pair \\bieh you . quested is currently out on approval 
and if it 15 returned I shall be glad to send it along to you. In the lnt rim 
I shall be glad to send along another selection 1f you would like to hav me 
do so. lth best wishes, 
cc S.B. Ashbrook Encl. Over please , ~:t 



Your comments in, answer to the above ~/ill be greatly appreciated. 
I am Lolding the lO¢ 1851 recently sul:rnitted awaiting the ultra violet photo s 
which you have taken of it • . I hope that these will be forth coming shortly as 
quite a bit of time has elasped since the auction was held in which I 
purchased it and I am not su~e that a return at a much later date would be 
taken too gracefully . 

(1.5. 
9-

vith kind regards, 

J:::::. ~ ~~ ;; t:4-. 
ICV\~ J~"""''''''~ ~.,..,.~ ~II .. ~ t...~ 
hYot. -.. "~"".I-""n:> ~S(f.....r- t-;........ .."15..., 
;""-{ ~'-'t.ri",~,.J - J...<. I~ y-a.-'Y:< ............ ~/~ 
,'~ . l:-) ~ "" ".:- t i-S: (..v .. L' Co. (~t!J ". ~ <. ~ 
J .... .t{: N. O. q:>vo~. """",..,,,,, ~ Y; ~ 



• IS, 1954. 

hio. 

eopy or his l_t t o 70U 

Sincer~ y urs 



~. Jack E. lO~eB\tOrth, 
102 Beacon Street, 

Boston 16, f~5. 

Dear Jaek: 

Yours dth copy ot letter to !fillard l..fack received. 
No doubt by this time you have received a photograph from Mr-. Mack 
shOlrling the back of the 2¢ 1869. I gave him a print to send to you. 
I belisve that it uld be advisable for you not to discount the 
work that the present day manipulators can achieve. Surely no one 
has a better appreciation of this fact than your friend Usticke, be
cause I suspect that he has had them do an immense amount of work 
for him. 

When one stops and considers the extremely clever \'lOrk 
tumed out by Sperati, surely one can appreciate hmf simple the re
moval. of a grill from an 1869 stamp is for a real "artist." 

Grills can be "ironed out" and with the use of a special 
ce.'nent, the fibeI'\>/ or the paper can be rejoined. However, such 
rtrepairtl (?) work can be shown very plain by ultra-violet photograptv 

by X-rq photography. tr print is proof conclusive and is the 
dirt bet\1een a positive opinion and one of' visual guesswork. 

If this stamp came from Usticke you micht ask h.im if he 
had it "reconditioned. n 

Sincerely ycurs, 

Copy to 
Millard H. Uack 



I!. 

!,-.l\l.ji. 
ji.1)J.!,-
GI.GI.~.l!. 

. . .. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Street 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

3httk f .• nlrlUnnrt~ 
Phil"d:elic Deale1' and B1'oke1' 

102 ~encon ~treet 

~o9ton 16. ~n99ndyu9ett9 

.August 19, 1954 

GI.;;;.!,-
!,-.~.!,-

~·~·'?'·lJ·Jj· 

I wrote Konwiser about Mr. Jarrett as you suggested, but he replied that he 
knew nothing about the item or Mr. Jarrett other than that he had seen it 
offered in the auction catalog and "sorta did not like it but knew it had 
been approved by the Foundation." He suggested that I inform you that you 
were in error in indicating that he might know something about the cover. 
He indicated that Cole is responsible for the Philatelic Foundation's action. 
I shall write Cole when I get a chance and see what he has to say on the item 
as I am quite interested in the background. 

~ H. R. Harmer accepted the return of the 104 1851 gracefully, but returned your 
3 J photo print with a question as to wherein it shows any evidence of cancel 

removal. Since I cannot myself observe any such from the photo, I am returning 
10 it to you and would appreciate your pointing out where in the photo indicates 

the cleaning so I can enlighten them. 

Millard Mack has sent along your ultra-violet photo of the 2t 1869 and I presure 
1.:"} that your opinion is based on the stain on the reverse shown in this photo. 
J} This stain was of course somewhat obvious to the naked eye and also showed 

I 

up in fluid, and under my own ultra violet lamp. In order to determine for l3 my own satisfaction whether it is actually merely a stain or the marks left 
by the clever ironing out of the grill, I treated the stamp as I would to 
remove a stain and believe it has been completed removed. I would therefore 
appreciate your re-photographing the stamp which I am enclosing and see if 
it turns out the same as the first photo. If the stain no longer shows up, 
I am wondering if you would feel the same way about it? 

I did not buy the stamp from Usticke and the first he had seen it was when 
I sent it along after its return by Mack. I was quite interested in your 
derogatory comments concerning him as I have never had any such experience 
myself and have always held his opinion in the very highest regard and still 
feel he knows more about U. S. stamps in general than anyone else in New York. 
Of course, I have seen very few of the stamps he sells so have no first hand 
knowledgment there. However, I do know that he has incurred the disfavor of 
quite a few of the more shady New York dealers t hrough his policy of rendering 
opinions on stamps submitted to him. As a result there has been for some time 
a concentrated smear campaign on against him in New York, which for my money 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook August 19, 19~ 

has no basis in fact. I hope that you have not been the victim of this 
unfounded campaign and presume that you have other factual basis for your 
opinion. I would greatly appreciate it if you could mention any specific 
inGidents which form a basis for your comments. Naturally, everything written 
between us is held in the strictest confidence. 

With kind regards, 

enclosure 

JaA/ma 

cr. s. e: ...... v4.~..a... .3 --- J ~-CV'" ~i7:z . 
~h,ec,r C~G~ ~ ~/J1- \'a.A-

d-.:. "~IA Thi......1C 6 r§ • r ~ 

1 
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h-. Jack E. 101 m orth, 
102 Beacon St ct~ 

00,,0(;, n 1 ~s .. 

D a.r Jc;.;.C 

Aug. 21, 1954. 

Y urs of the 19t. roceiv • 

I return he - it the 2¢ 1S69. I ~do a n "1 exposure by 
111 tr -violet and till rc;,X)lt 1 ~t r. 

f t e ¢. opinion 

I also r urn the 15 lr69, an suggest that rou submit it 
to the P.F. 

I note that Kon" ."ise ha. no information on a :al'1 by the 
n ot Jarl" -t" n it is poo"'ib e t Q; a C Ie o· t b able to 

ive you some information. 

I not th t y u have a v ry r; r g~ d for U ticke so it is 
pas ible th .... t I -as influenced in my opinion of him b unf un 'ed rumors. 

IW go friend Tom p., k Tote m _ recent_y about a cover that 
you sh~ '00 him severnl monthn a o. It as a F1a~ of Truce cover post
ma.rked" ItRichmond Sep S" and .ddr ssed to John . • Kno lIes, cal e of 1-1.ajor 
1::orfit, Danville, Va. At left end 1a IIPer Flag of Truce Bo tfT . On the 
back ta'" a "PF..OVOST MARSHALVr handf)tf'l:1p signed by a Horace Sa.nders. I 
judge that I ha.ve the above description ok1:l1'. If you still have this 
cov€r lill you loan it to me so that I can e a p otograph of it? 

Yours etc. , 



A.P.S. S.P.A. C.S.A. B.N.A.P.S. A.S.D.A. C.C.J;II.Y. 

JJaclt ~. 2lHUleSnlLlrtir - 10.2 ~earon ~tred - ~llshlll 16, ~assac1tU1"dts 
Aug 27 , 1954 

Dear ·stan, · 
' 1 RePtying tp your care of August 25th just received, the 24 
1869 which 1'" returned is defini te1y the same one which I 
submitted to Millard Mack and the same one which you originally 
examined. I presume that it should be possible to determine thi\ 
from your original Photograph by checking the perforations. 

I believe the answer in the difference is entirely in the xaa 
fact that I removed the stain on the back which showed up so 
badly in the original Uljra-violet photo. 

Looking forward with interest to your final conclusion, 
• With st wishes, 



-Jack E. Molesworth 
102 Beacon St 

Boston, Mass 

RETURN PCSTAGE GJARANTEED 

SAV 
jBUY 
1 PAY 

Stanley B. ~hbrook 
33 N Fort Thomas Ave 

Fort Thomas Ky. • 



J\.1)f.~. 

J&.1)f.J\. 
G!.G!.~.l!. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
.- Box 31 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

ilatk iE. mnlr1l1Unrt~ 
Philatelic Deale'!' and B'!'oke'!' 

L02 ~entOtl ~treet 
~o9ton 16. ~n55nrlyu5etil. 

August 26, 1954 

G!.~.!-. 

J\.~.J\. 
~ . .N.~.J' • .;;. 

My thanks for your letter of August 21 and also your note of the 22nd. I shall 
look fOlWard with interest to your report on the 2¢ 1869. iPs you suggested, 
I have sent the l5¢ 1869 off to the P. F. and shall let you know what their 
report is. 

I should supplement my prior comments with regard to Usticke by emphasizing 
that my high regard is for his knowledge and opinions on U. S. stamps. I 
have had little direct contact with his business methods so I have no basis 
for judging them one way or the other. I have seen him buy some second grade 
material at auction, but then he also publishes a list on second grade copies 
and quite possibly might have been buying for it, though some of the prices 
paid would appear to preclude such. 

The "Flag of Truce ll cover which you inquired about has since been sold to 
a client that I would prefer not to bother in attempting to get a photograph 
of it, especially since it was previously photographed by Earl Antrim who 
I am sure would be glad to send you a copy of the photo print which he made. 
Col. Parks suggested that I send it to him for photographing after he had 
examined it himself which was done. 

Regarding D •• C. E. Greene of Chelsea, Mass., he was at one time a collector-
dealer, but is now definitely a dealer primarily selling items that he has 
purchased in the past for his own collection, but also buying items on the 
open market for resale. He was quite active about five years or so ago, but 
was rather seriousl~ ill for an extended period and apparently has just recently 
recovered enough to.!ctive in stamps again. I would guess that he would be 
somewhere between 60 and 65 years old. I have done some business with him 
myself lately and it has been satisfactory, though he is not the easiest person 
to do business with. He appears to want to buy as cheaply as possible and 
sell as high as possible and then seems to occasionally have regrets on 
material that he has sold 8~ a big price, feeling unjustifiably that he sold 
it too cheap, etc. He has a fairly good knowledge of U. S. thDogh doubt that 
he pas a sufficiently expert knowledge to be able to detect the various clever 
things that are currently going on. As far as ethics go, I believe that he 
is more or less on the level, but also believe that the pocketbook would 
proBably overrule ethical considerations if it ever came to a test. The above 
comments are merely my opinion and in the strictest confidence • 

.}cIck rth 



Ai, J.ck E. MoJeswooll, ~ "!J -- +) 
"02 Beacon $tr cf: OST C R 
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Lr. Jqck E. Ic101esworth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, f~ss . 

D ar Jack: 

A • 311, 1954. 

I see I as in error about the return of tho 2¢ 1S69 and that both 
strunps ere the same. I am enclosin a rint of the oec nd p oto th-t I made. 
I note that you did succeed in removi.ng the stain or lhatev r it las that 
"howed up on the first photograph. fucther this proves th t oy opinion '"as 
. correct is a question. I careful_y . ned the tlU'lp when lI". lJack sent 
it to he and as convinced it ,as an ordilw.ry copy of the 2 \ 1S69, an not the 
re-issue of 1875. Then to be sure I made a pbotogra W ultr",- violet and I 
tho ht that the result as proo.f positive roy opinion \I co oct . If you 
think I uas wrong, I suppose the best \Iay to (i cide it :1ould be to obtain an 
pini n by sO! e reliable and recognized authorit,. let inly ould not ac

cept Eusticke ' s opin" n. It coUld be that t e P. F. cculd ive you ... ependable 
opinio Perhaps they c ultt end it to 5 eone who has the 1m 1 e . In this 
day and a.ce men fak r have so 1!lU.ch" th t~ of modem scientific ui t 
to assist them in their work, I sUPPO" a stu nt i foolis to 
pert. opinion. } 0 doubt Sp rati ould confirm e in this . 

The mention of Eusticke r S tl t I un erstand th t h bas sold 
ut hi business and I wonder if th buy r is the for igncr mo doing 

all o.f the repair \ ork for Eusticke for y "'l~" st . You n ;ht DoS 

Tha s Jack, for the infomati n on Dr. Greene . Your ap' .. rai aJ. con-
firmed opinion of the r tl • I r.ill . P it otrictly conti enti ' . 

Re",ards . 

Yours etc., 



~.Jl.~. 
~.:p.J\. 
QI.QI.~.l!. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas 
Fort Thorn as, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

alack iE. fWlnlrBUtnrt~ 
Philatelic DealeT' and BT'okel' 

102 ~el1rOl1 ~treet 

~05tOtt 16. ~111lllndrullett9 

September 10, 1954 

, 

QI.~.J\. 

~.~.J\. 
~.~.!'-.1'.~. 

I was ~uite interested in the results of your subsequent photographing 
of the 2¢ 1869. The print came out as I rather expected it would and 
of course to my mind more or less confirms my previous opinion that the 
stamp does not have a grill removed. However, I realize very well as 
you have emphasized many times that currently the boys abroad are doing 
extremely disceptive jobs and have the use of modern scientific e~uipment 
which sometimes make it pretty difficult if not impossible to be sure 
something has been done to a stamp. I can therefore understand your 
current reluctance to change your opinion and of course would be glad 
to ac~1re the opinion of some other reliable and recognized authority 
as you suggest. However, off hand I know of no such person unless it 
would be Ezra Cole or the Philatelic Foundation and I have little con
findence in the latter. Actually, I have so much time on the stamp 
already, that I would just as soon forget about i~Since Millard Mack 
asked the stamp be returned to him if you should change your opinion 
on it, I have sent it back to him and outlined your position but in
dicated that you have not necessarily changed your opinion but rather 
would 'be willing to accept the opinion of another reliabe and recognized 
authority. I suggested that he might send it to the Philatelic Foundation 
if he so desired though I would prefer not to spend more ,time on it myself. 

I was ,interested in your comment about Usticke having sold his business 
as such is the first I have heard of any such sale. I shall check in 
New York and see if there has been any such transaction. I was quite 
curious as to the basis for your comment about some foreigner who has 
been doing ~uite a bit of repair work for Usticke for years past and 
wonder if you have any specific inGidents to support your opinion? I 
don't say that your opinion is wrong, as .I have no facts either way 
myself, but if you do have some specific incidents, ~ould appreciate 
your relating them for my own edification. I don't doubt but what a 
firm his size does now and then sell a repaired stamp without knowing 
it as of course he cannot check everything that comes in. However, 
if he were having material repaired and selling it as sound it should become 
fairly obvious after a whileto anyone whohas had any considerable amount 
of business to do with him. 

I was glad that my appraisal of Dr Greene more or less confirped ~our own 
opinion of the gentlemen. With kind regards, ~\~_ (over) 



P.S. I am enclosing a 1¢ 1851 and woald appreciate your indicating whethdr 
or not it is a type III and also ~f possible plating it. 



hr. Jack E. Uo1eS'Worth~ 
102 Beachn Street~ 

Boston 16, "s. 

Dear Jack: 

Sept. 14~ 1954. 

I n te yours of the loth las missent to ilwaukee. It 
did not reach me until today. The postal service is sure te ible 
at times. From Frida;r until Tuesday for an air maj~ letter from 
Boston!! 1 

Regarding the 2¢ 1869. I d net think your copy is the same 
as an 18755- I don't think it looks like an 1875 - I don't think the 
.. hade is like the 1875. 'ihen I first examined the stamp I felt sure 
it \fas the regular 1869 stamp but to be sure, I made a photograph b,r 
ultra-violet - After developing the plate I felt there was no question 
but what my opliion as correct. I d nIt wish to app ar stubbom or 
anythin of that sort and freely admit that I might be :rone. I have no 
illusions that I am correct ten times out of ten or 99 times out of a 100. 
I think it ould be quite a good thing to obtain an opinion from someone 
else - surely Ezra Cole is very co~tent~ also right in Boston~ whJ' not 
consult \ ith Dan Kelleher. 1 believe the Expert Cor.nnittee of the P.F. 
could give you a reliable opinion. Jhy not send it to Elliott Perr,y? I 
\'tCuld value his opinion vEry highly. It you can get Perry to state that 
the stamp is the 1875 I will accept his verdict as correct. Is that not 
fair enough? Also if you think I should. pay the fee for his exa.'Jlinc.tion 
I will be o. 

Regarding the U~icke matter. I suggest :that we forget it. 
I am not sufficiently interested to pursue it further. 

Herewith the l¢ 1851. This is a Plate 4 stamp and it is a 
Type lilA - i.e.~ top line broken, bottom line not broken. lIhUe it is 
true the e appears to be a very small break in the bottom 1ine~ such 
small breaks do not constitute a Type III stamp. This stamp comes from 
a worn state of the plate and seems devoid 0_ mv identifying mark. I 
suppose I could plate it thru a process of elimination but to determine 
same would not be forth the expense. 

Sinc rely yours~ 



• 



A.P.S. 

I ~ 
CCN. Y. 

S.P. A. 

.... 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
- ___ shmp1- fn e~ ----

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

Nov. 9, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

I've never claimed to be much of an expert 
on the "Special Printings" although I've caught 
many a regular issue being passed as the better 
item. Most of such are easy to identify by the 
faint traces of grill that usually can be seen. 

I cannot now see any trace of a grill on 
the 2t '69 so I cannot condemn it from this angle. 
I have a faint suspicimn of the paper of the stamp, 
it appears a little too thin and I do not exactly 
like the way it absorbs the benzine but I do not 
feel that I can dondemn it only by ~ suspicions. 

I wish I had seen it before the center was 
cleaned up or worked on if it has had something 
done to it as is suggested by your early photo. 

To gige a direct answer to the ijuestion as 
to whether or not it is a Special Printing, I 
must in all honesty say "I don't know". 

Certainly glad that Stan, Jr. has had such 
a fine time and that you had a nice trip down to 
pick him up. It is alwo good news that he will 
now be located in Illinois. 

I'm flying to Denver tomorrow and expect to 
fly to N.Y. on the 18th. Much to db to clean up 
the ship but am coming along quite well now. I 
finally agreed on a settlement last night and I 
am well satisfied with it. 

Sincere regards, 

~ 

R. D. P. 
A.S. D.A. 
M.CC 



Mr. Millard H. Kaek, 
3930 Red BuS Aft , 

Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Dear ~ Mack. 

HoY. ll, 1954. 

Herewith I am rcturn1rtg the 2. 1S69 whiCh I tol'Wlll"ded. to 1Ir. Lest. 
Brockman. Alno the P.F. cert1ticate 651,2 whioll oert.1tles the 8t~ .. 
the S. U. S. #124 0 the r issue ot 1875. 

troa l~. Brookman t 8 letter, dated NOYember 9t 

"I've never claimed to be DIlch ot an JOt on the 'Special Pr1Dtiftlii' 
althoU['h Itn caught m&l1T a regular iasue peing pasHd aa the ~er 1t_. 

at of euch are eaq to identity by the taint traces or grill that ~ 
can be seen. 

"I cannot now 8 • any trace or a ill on the 2. '69 eo I cannot. 
demn it from this angle. I ha't"e a taint aueplclOn or the paper ot the Irtamp, 
it appears a little too thin aDd I do not exactq like the wq it abeor~ 
the benzine bUt I do not teel th t I can caMen it oJIl7 by JUT aupieion.. 

- _"I wish I had eMIl it before the center was cl-.ned u!> or worked on it 
it has had. someth "done to it a8 1i ggeetc bJ: your ear~ Photo. 

"To ve a d1rec:t &n8We to the quest ' OD as to vtMtber or not it 18 a 
Special Pr:1ntin&. I JII18t in all honeat7 ell)" • I don't kDOW.'" (unquote) 

I believe that when I varni ned this 8tamp tor you !aat Augut I rpd 
you a tee of 3.50. Inasmuch as I haft heeD uabl.e to have uvone ala. a 
with D\Y opinion or the stamp I BIll teNDding the t .. that I charged 70'1. 

SiricC'rel.7 JOUrB, 

o. 



• , 

-40. L. G. BrookrnOn, 
121 Loeb Arcade, 

Hinneapo~is, lfum. 

D ar Les: 

!love 11, 1954. 

Thanks v ry much for taking ~ook at th 2¢ 1 69. 
your posit· on and if you did not think you were certa , I 100% 
th :t you "rere con-act in refusing to guCfjs. If one is not r asonably 
~ then one should decline to cxpr ss an opinion. I:r th . F . 
Committee would follow that rule it would b far better. t r all, 
anyone can mak gue09 but th chanc s are that at e scs turn out 
to be • 

I note you are due to make a trip to Denver and. then back to N Yorl~. 
Just mIt of P\!I'e curiosity I woU::W 11 to kno hat you did with your 
friend MinkuS . 

I was talking to my friend Shlerson last week a.hd he casuall.y mentioned 
thnt Mrs . Stark had made up her mind to elv the Stark coll etlon, intact, 
to Harold Jr. and no part of it would be sold. 

As you probab~ know, Shierson was a business partner of tark and 
still is so far as I know, h ne the infornatl n he gave me t be true . 

lith best and thanks again for the look at the 2¢ 1869. 

As ever yours, 
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~- .. ~ .. ~ .. -~ 
ROBBY 

INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOCRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
mSTOBY 

EARLY omo RIVER 
STEAJlBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

MEMBER: COLLECI'ORS CLUB. 
S.P .••• A,P,S' f C.P.S. 

Dear Stan: 

~::::.====::::;; .. ~ .. @-U;;u;:-.. =====:-;: ......... 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
REsIDENCE 516 READ STaD:T 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE·II·INDIANA 

~~~:::. ========:- .. ~ .. @,H'a" -=====::::::::~'~::-:!il::!~ 

~- .. ~ • • @>-n .. -~ 
. PBlIATELl(; 

LINES 

SOUTHWESTERN INDIANA 
POSTAL HISTORY 

GERMAN POSTAL WSTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
a: NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMlJOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL • HAWAII 

~- .. ~ •• @OO .. -~ 

July 19, 1954 

I ';1.1 try to avoid repeating here what I said in the letter which 
accompanies this, and which refers to the article I have prepared for 
Stamps magazine. Just one thing I forgot to s~ was this: 

Ordinarily, I would s~ that when you ha.ve finished reading the 
carbon copy of my manuscript, you can throw it aws.v; but this time I 
want to use it for another purpose. I want to send it to the man who 
asked me the questions which led to the writing of the article, C. F. 
,iley, who is with the N.Y. Telephone Co. In order that you ~ have 

no nuisance loca.ting an envelope of the right size, I have prepared one 
two wa.Ys. I have addressed it to Mr. Wiley, so that if you find the 
article suitable for publication, you can send it on to him. But if it 
is so far from correct that you think it should be killed, it had better 
be returned to me; and for that purpose I have prepared a gummed label 
ad.dressed to myself, which can be pasted over Mr. r:iley's address. 

The co~ for Harr,V Lindquist goes to him by this mail, so after you 
have read the article, will you let him know, please, whether to use it 
or to kill it? For that purpose I have prepared and enclosed an airmail 
addressed to Harry. 

Enclosed is a pair pf photographs of the front and back of a cover 
owned by a Mr. Beck in Louisville. The Louisville collectors think it is 
a Louisville carrier use. (For delivery to the business house, I suppose.) 
i,ha,t do you think it is? 

Fere is what al ays worries me about such a cover having a stamp which 
is extraneous unless we can explain it: I alw~s think, "Ro did it get on 
the cover? . 0 put it there? 0 paid for it?1I That is what worried me 
about a cover from Cuba to the U. S., with proper Cuban postmarks and stamp
less cover markings , a..nd. a 10c 1847. I couldn't figure who put it on and 
who paid for it. This time, the lc 1857 is properly -M>f,#J/4~~ cancelled 
and the cover is postmarked Louisville. It'~ not an advertised letter, at 
least it doesn't say so • 

• There is another question about it, too. Phineas Banning had stores in 
Son edro and Los Angeles. Thi s letter was presumably mailed from Los An
geles, since it is so postmarked. Then why did Phineas waste the price of 
a ells Fargo frank on it? I wonder if Phineas as an ancestor of Peter 
Banning, whom no douht you know. 

If the se pictures are of any interest to you, keep them. ~ e Los Angeles 
town me..rk i .. in black; the Loui Bville town mark and grid l. think are blue, but 
look green because of the envelope. The LIs . inscrlption on the front seems to 
be, liB. Part of Rinald' s evidence 20 .larch 1861. II 



• 
- 2 -

~l~nkS a lot for your very detailed answer to ~ last letter. It seems that 
one remark alw~s leads to another, so now II~l have to reply to a few matters in 
your letter. 

The reprint of the Corydon Democrat was made and is sold qy the Book Nook 
of Louisville. I ill enclose their broadside, which I no longer need. The pro
prietor (whose name I never can recall) wrote me that we talked together when I 
spoke at the Philatelic Club about a yeaz ago. I am wri tl.ng Col. Crigker about 
announcing the publication. 

Some time this summer II~l copy off the news items I found concerni ng postal 
matters while I was doing the school histor,y. Soma of them were rather interest
ing. 

I am inclined to agree that probably Congress had no intention of legalizing 
B£ triple rate on domestic mail, just because that clause had been forced upon us 
ib our treaty with Great Britain. I practically said that in ~ previous letter, 
when I suggested a parallel between this situation and the Xalakaua Errors. It 
was very likely a inisinterpretation on tl'e part of the .1 •• G. COl".gress, realiz
ing that the misinterpretation had been made because the wording of the law made 
the misinterpretation possible, corrected it in 1851. I suppose it has long been 
known that there was no triple rate in the mail to Great Britain. II~l look in 
the Evansville papers 0 f March, 1849 for sorno reference to the change. 

I recall now, since you wrote something which reminded me, that it was Har
old K. Froderick of .I.1e\'7 Orleans '\'1ho wrote the foolish article i n Stemps on Hail 
Route. You probably know ':':'.rold; he limps a little, and he letters album pages. 
Since your article VTas pu·ol1shed 14 years ago, we can probably stand another 
whack at the subject now, provided ~ 8xticle is sufficiently correct. As I re
reed the Dunbar article, I found many more things in it which are silly; it is a 
pretty bad thing to have in print at all, and especially in a set of permanent 
volumes like the Stamp Specialist. It was his faith in the Dunbar article which 
caused C. F. Wiley to write to me after h read ~ article "Collecting oteamboat 
Covers" in Stamps of A~dUst 1, 1953. I often get letters IIcorrectingll me by re-

. .., ferring me to something which we have long since discardeo_ as worthless. No doubt 
you have the same experience. 

I 

This will have to suffice for today, as I Ill\lst get this and the original Ms. 
for Lindquist off on the evening mail collection. 



CARLETON F . WILEY 

110 HENRY ROAD 

MERRICK. N . Y. 
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Jul,. 21, 1954. 

"" . Henr;y .. Mei .. 
516 d st. , 

EvSnavill 11.. Ind. 

Dear Hetl.l"Y: 

Yours of the 19th reeeived. 

I r d Y0'T manuscript and pl ed to stat t.hat I thoreagh-
IT approve Of it I have adfl.sea Harl")" b.Y all means to blish it. 

One t wonder l'\Y a 3¢ rate trom. Lo8 
Louisville? Also about other r atures. Here is a wild 

at the 
Ed in GOSSIP 

file or 

e point in Californ1&, e ried to 
and placed in the U. S. jl -

Louisville. 

• 



I 

, 

#2. Mr. Henry • 'lqer - July 2l j 1954. 

I am wondering it you e uld bOrrow t i s cov t or me? I 
Uld like to make a minute eocamnation of it. 

for seve .... r ch tor the copy of "Book l~ook List . It I rill 

Again - the Blake no triple rate. Did 1 s nd 
one of 1l\Y" VICE ISSU " erein I discuss t is subject at 1 
I will send you a -copy. 

I run sure t hat you a.re ai-rore t t Britai!l h d no domestic 
til l at in le65. 

--~ 

Cordially Y s, 



• 
. 

t , 



( 

Va'. Henry- A. !4eyer J 

516 Read . , 
Evansville ll.¥ Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

July 28~ 1954. 

Yours of the 22nd. I am t rribly bu y at pent and 
ch s you re in no ""Y I l#lll end you nu ullaU Routel! cover 

__ .. ~.vr. al. () :"t.he correspon ene I h 'lith Fredericks an you. 

The cover f Mr. B ck c in t is morning nnd I do 
appreci te the favor. I also purcha~ed a half' dozen or mo books fro the 
Louisville Book Shop includin th facs· il"eof the Cor,ydon, Ind . n s ~per. 

R - triple rates . e never see a triple rate from the U. S. 
to Britain before about the middle of 1866. The 0 d treaty expired as of 
Dec . 31, 1867, 60 a trip:j..e rate would have to be in that eir,hteen months 
period. No 'onder such cove ... s are extr ly rare. It '1 years b fore I 
ever located one. It is postal histoty such as this tha.t fascinate me. 

Re - 3¢ rate .from Ca1.ifornia. This was the rate vi the 
Overland rail. . St. Louis ~as fithin 3000 miles . Appar ntly Lo is ill lias 

also. I think it as ov r 3000 miles to Cincinnati, hence not 3¢ but 10¢ . 
Of course all mail via the Ocean Route as 10¢ up to J y I , 1863 . 

Regards . 

Cordinlly yours, 



~- .• .-....@ •• @J-o"-I

HOBBY 
INTEBESTS 

PICI'ORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EARLY EVANSVILLE 
HISTORY 

EARLY ORIO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECTING 

llEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB, 
S.P.A •• A.P.S., C.P.S. 

·Dear Stan: 

~::;.====== .. u<c!) •• @u .. -====--.~ 

r;}fenry fA. rrneger 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL mGH SCHOOL 

REsIDENCE 516 READ STIIEET 

TELEPHONE S..sS80 

EVANSVILLE .11. INDIANA 

I!:~!::!:::::' =========-"n-@' .@J-o .. -=======-.~ 

~- .. n.@ •• @J-o •. - ... 
, PHILATELIC 

LINES 

SO~RN1NDIANA 

POSTAL mSTORY 

GERMAN POSTAL mSTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
'" NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAlCBOAT COVERS 

CAPE TRIANGLES 

BRAZIL • HAWAII 

~- .. U<C!) •• @-t.o"-I-

JuJ.y 22, 1954 

Your letter of JuJ.y 21 came this morning. That is really very 
good time. 

Thanks a lot for handling my manuscript so promptly. I am very 
happy to know that you aporove my article and recommend its publication. 
I am glad you let Harry know immediately. 

I ould very IIIIlch like to borrow your HAIL ROUTE covers, if you 
can get them together without del~ing more urgent matters . .Any time 
t is summer ill be a good time for me to study them. I IIIIlSt get more 
examples a:ny place here they can be found. We have had plenty 
cases of drawing conclusions from t oo few samples. I hope I get a big 
response in the w~ of offers of loans. 

I would also like to borrow the correspondence with you and Harold 
K. Frederick about MAIL ROUTE , to review it. After ten years, it has 
been crowded to the back of my head and it will do me good to freShen 
it up again. Now tha.t you mention it, I remember that Clarence A. Wag
ner was involved in i t. 

Clarence A. lagner (whom some people insist on confusing with Cor
wi th, though there isn't the slightest resemblance) was co-worker with 
leonard Huber on T GREAT .rAIL. Clarence had the collection of New 
Orleans markings , and leonard did the ri tinge 

I have already ri tten to ,ir. Beck and asked him to send the Cali
fornia-L:misville cover to you. I am sure he will . If you don' ,t receive 
it in a f ew days, or a esk at the most, let me know and I 'll write him 
a reminder. Your guess as to its meaning sounds reasonable. It would 
account for the ay the lc staron got on, and who paid for it. After 
seeing i t at first hand, if you change your diagnosis, let me know. 

You sent me the Special Service bulletin in which you review and 
discuss Haurice' s book. I don't think: I knew that Great :Britain had no 
triple rate until late in 1865. I'll study my Great :Britain covers and 
see whether I can trace the introduction of the triple rate by the stamps 
on them. I probably can't, because I don't have a very continuous series 
of dates. 

It is well that you mentioned the scarcity of 3c rate covers between 
California and the east. I might have overlooked it. I know I have some 
10c covers in my reference file; then they went via Panama? I hope I can 
find a 3c cover, to fill out my series of rates by periods. 

Yours sincerely, 



Dear Stan: 

Just a word before I leave for the S.P.A. 
convention. I am thinking over your letter 
of Aug. 20, and want to write what comes to 
me as I study it, bI.lt that will take more 
time than I have tOnight. I just want to. 
reassure you with this card that I am giving 
your letter careful consideration and will 
wri te further as soon as I can after I return. 

~ 



~. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 

Fort Thomas, !W. 



Coupon F 
Number 1931 

Citi7..ens Insurance Co. 

of New Jersey 

the premium and subject to 
and stipulations contained in the Policy 

the book from which this Coupon has been 
does insure the safe delivery of the merchan

the package or described in the invoice with 
this Coupon is enclosed. And said merchandise 

hereby insured for not exceeding the amount provided 
said policy for a registered. unregistered or parcel 

package. as the case may be. 

Coupon F 
Number 1931 

Citizens Insurance Co. 

of New Jersey 

In Consideration of the premium and subject to 
terms and stipulations contained in the Policy 

in the book from which this Coupon has been 
does insure the safe delivery of the merchan

the package or described in the invoice with 
,./.tlilit,..;""'w this Coupon Is enclosed. And said merchandise 

hereby insured for not exceeding the amount provided 
r,~'~~~1~' in said policy for a registered. unregistered or parcel 

post package, as the case may be. 



Policies Issued by the 

Citizens Insurance Co. 
ART EXHIBITORS' - AUTOMOBILE - AVIATION 
- BUSINESS INTERRUPTION - CUSTOMERS' 
GOODS - EARTHQUAKE - EXPLOSION - FARM 
- FINE ARTS - FIRE - FUR - HAIL - JEWELR Y
FUR - LEASEHOLD - LIGHTNING - MARINE 
(HULL AND CARGO)-MERCHANDISE IN TRANSIT 
(BY LAND, WATER, OR AIR) - MOTORCYCLE 
PARCEL POST - PERSONAL EFFECTS FLOATER 
- PROFITS - RAIN - REGISTERED MAIL -
RENT- RIOT AND CIVIL CO!"MOTION- SPRlNK
LER LEAKAGE - TRACTOR - TRANSIT LIVE 
STOCK - WINDSTORM . 

Agents Everywhere 
(Over) 

Policies Issued by the 

Citizens Insurance Co. 
ART EXHIBITORS' - AUTOMOBILE - AVIATION, 
- BUSINESS INTERRUPTION - CUSTOMERS' 
GOODS -; EARTHQUAKE - EXPLOSION - FARM , 
- FINE ARTS - FIRE - FUR - HAIL - JEWELR Y
FUR - LEASEHOLD - LIGHTNING - MARINE 
(HULL AND CARGO)-MERCHANDISE IN TRANSIT 
(BY LAND, WATER, OR AIR) - MOTORCYCLE 
PARCEJ.. POST - PERSONAL EFFECTS FLOATER 
- PROFITS - RAIN - REGISTERED MAIL -
RENT-RIOT AND CIVIL COMMOTION- SPRINK
LER LEAKAGE - TRACTOR - TRANSIT LIVE 
STOCK - WINDSTORM. 

Agents Everywhere 
(Over) 
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TRACY W • SIMPSON 
66 ALVARADO ROAD 

BERKELEY S, CALIF'ORNIA 
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Mr. Tracy \'1. Simpson~ 
66 varado Road. 

Berkeley- 5, Cal·f. 

Dear Tracy 

July 20, 1954. 

Thanks very much for a look at the 3¢ + cover . I am 
wondering if that type of Boston PAID was used e ~ as 1853 or 
1854. This i s the "thick barlt type an' I 'onder if l. is is not 
!:lOre like a use in 1856. Woul t . t< P e okay tor 1856? 

re like a use in l,lgUst 1854 than 1855., mucb less in 

~ 

I cannot offer any bett r explanation than t nt s e ted 
by -!orris Blake.. If it as not f r that DUe 21l I ' suggest a 

epaid '1M cover into Boston. I suppose e ill' ave to be satlF 
fied ith ess-:ork on this COy r. 

Thanks Trac.v, for y;mr comment 011 the 3¢ 1857 "cheek n " 
vari ty. I agree th y~u th tit BUre!_y is ot c 

e re vin", so e very torrid weather. La t ednes ~ it 
ra.z:a: up to 104, the 1 attest day since J y 1936. Tod~ i also a 
~o:reher. 

!a.s pleased to learn you were assisting Dr. Smith. 

fit ~ t hes 

Cor tally 7 r-J 
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RAYN .JILJJ ... L»EL 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

COLONEL C. S. A. 
MEMBER: A. S. D. A. 

A. P. S. 
S. P. A. 
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* BOX 573 

/ ".rc{ 
~~~~~~~~~ 

5 ¥---1 ..... ,......,..,.,~,,...-'-1 .. __ » 

-



Mr. Rtiynor Hubbell" 
Box 573, 

\ 

Griffin, Georgia. 

Aug. 9, 1954. 

~z:;,as never a 5¢ r te in the Confederacy bet een Cbarlottee
ville", and Claiborne Co . .. Mise. , as th origin rate 'as 5¢ up to 500 miles and 
lO¢ over that d1etallc • ~ Jul.y 1:1 1862 the rate became lO¢ in the e . S. A. 

----Ct)6 ... (o ~\('I 1l~ l~ OveV' 800 M.leJ OVYl 0/ 
The above I believ are the facts and to go beyond these an ~ 

~io of this eoveruld be pure s culati n but neverthel S8 I will '6 
you ll\1 th~17. First . I do not believe that thio i8 a Confederate use, because <! 
of the fact there V8.1J never such a rat. as 5¢ between the two ottic... ~ 
Second. I, ie l!\V ss th t t his use wa uring th period. 1851-1855, and that ~ 
the Clerk at tirst stamped the letter as pa~c" then noticing the error. stamped 
ove%' the indistinct" AID" th DUE marking of rlS . " Inc1dent8.l.l;r, for the ~ 
cord, I note that t1:1 r e is noth~ on the back to indicate the ;year of use. ' 
Further, both of the 0 post rk8 abe of the period prior to April 1, 1855. 

~ , ! Sincerely TOW's. . 

(;3- 16) f 4 L lVew t riG ~Y)cI Cha".loffe.5l1,J/eJ 
-



.. 
" 

To 
Rayu>r Hubbe.ll, 

Griff:1n" Georgia. 

For is of 
3¢ S5:! COVr3I' -

·~ew Yo k t.o Charl ttesviJ.].e, V ••••••.•••••• .00 





., , Mr. Earl rim~ 
33.6 Holly, 

l~ , Id o. 

Ha; ' t 
t 1ilie are lOU 

t • 

Co diaJ.1y s ~ 

cov: r 
th mine. If' r 

n and 

T iha h 11 you ~ d 



EARL ANTRIM 
319 HOLLY 

BOX 749 

NAMPA. IDAHO ~ , / ~ 

p~~/~~ 
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l'r. Earl tr , 
316 Holly, 

Uampa, Idnho • 

Au • 19, 1954. 

.Ag'd.in re - the COy r of hleh I 
sent you a photo. Your letter \\,,"6 r<..ther 
indefinite. I dQn't ow whether w a e 
both. of the .., - 0 inion. I . t d j re are 
not, if y the opinion it is a C n-
tederate. 



Herewith the cover as per yours of the 5th. When I first 
glanced at this I concluded it was merely a IIForwarded" letter of the 
period - July 1, 1851 to April 1, 1855 - when the rate of postage 
was 3¢ PAID - 5¢ UNPAID. In other words, a letter "Forwarded" unpaid, 
cost the addressee 5¢ on delivery, but then I noted the dates - New 
York Mar - Charlottesville -" .,., ." I then concluded the en
velope had- been held from March of some year, and later used to send 
a letter - unpaid - to the same person in September, unpaid. And then 
I noted what is apparently a AID either over or under the Charlottes
ville "5." This would seem to indicate a Confederate use in September 
1861, provided that marking under (?) the "5 11 is "PAID.II 

The 1859 P.L. & R. - lists a post office at "OAKLAND COLLEGE -
CLAIBORNE COUNTY, l{[SS. - J.E.C.Doreman, Postmaster." This office was 
also listed in the 1855 P.L. & R. with the same postmaster. Claiborne 
Co. borders the east bank of the Mississippi River in the southwestern 
section of the state. Port Gibson is the County seat. 

There was never a 5¢ rate in the Confederaa,r between Charlottes
ville, Va. and Claiborne Co., Miss., as the original rate was 5¢ up to 
500 miles and lOt over that distance. Charlottesville is over 500 miles 
from Claiborne County in Mississippi. On July 1, 1862, the rate became 
10¢ in the C.S.A. 

The above I believe are the facts and to go beyond these in 
an analysis of this 00 ver would be pure speculation but nevertheless I 
will give you TIIy' theory. • I do not believe that this is a Con
federate use, because of the fact there was never such a rate as 5¢ be-
tween the two offices. v . It is my guess that this use was during 
the period 1851-1855, and that the clerk at first stamped the letter as 
........ , then noticing the error, stamped over the indistinct "PAID" the 
DUE marking of "5." Incidentally, for the record, I note that there is 
nothing on the back to indicate the year of use. Further, both of the 
two postmarks (New York and Charlottesville) are of the period prior to 
April 1, 1855. 

Sincerely yours, 





l' 
I 

t 

~. V Dyk cBride" 
71.J~ Bro& st., 

I rl~ 2" U. J. 

D 'X It .. c: 

• 13, 1954. 
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744 BROAD STREET 

NEW ARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

August 16th, 1954. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

Thank you for the photograph of that interesting 
Charlottesville cover. As _you s::ay., my analysis of it can hardly 
be different tha.n yourr,---:2 al tl10ugh am sure neither of them 
can quite come up to tJ:+-6 lfr9Jl1antlc· de'scription of it by the 
dealer who offere/:t;t f~r , Sale .. ' -<: 

,The u.s. 3¢ -jtam.-p car-ried th~ letter from New 
York to Charlott~svl11e, ... Va. iIt "the ""<)rdinary- m.ails, - as a 
matter of fact Virginia h~d ~nQ~ secede~ by the time this was 
mailed on March 30, 18ql. It was apparently de~ivered to and 
kept by its addreSsee, W. L. Brown, and after he left for Oak
land College ~n Mississippi the original address was struck out 
and the cover re~~ailed t9{ him, - dc;"tl'o..tless 'Wl th different con
tents. By that j;:ime, September "17th, V;1rgil).ia had seceded and 
Confederate postage rat~~ ,/ere kn Jffecf. Thus it got struck 
wi th the Paid, ';"" clndistin6tlY;~ - 5 marking" ytlUch was apparently 
enough to pay the~i~tance ra~_ oetween

d 

~~e ,two points. 

X ~p~the ·5" at flrstr~~ a due marking, but 
I think the Paid se ms to b '~ indistinctlY; struck across it. Any
how, it was not a soldier's letter, and therefore would not have 
been forwarded if the minimUm ~Qs±age rate had not been paid first. 
In my opinion this cover is only an noddity", and as such worth 
perhaps $10. 

My best! 

MacB/HK 



';.~:~~ 

1954. 

, 
• 



Advertising & Mel'cltandising 
Consultant 
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LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD 
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744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

August 25th, 1954. 

Hr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 
-

Thanks /-<>r yours of tli 19th, further re 
that Charlottesvill€, Va. coveT. This time I guess it 
was I who was the careless onel ' I failed. to check the 
distance in this casft, and thereby assumed the 5¢ rate 
was the Confederate,~ and a~o~rect one. 

I \ , 
You doubtless have the right answer in 

your analysis, especi?lly as your knowledge of the periods 
in which various postmarks were used, helped identify this 
as an 1851-55 usage.- IncidentallY; the "5", in blue, also 
served to mis~e~d me, f~r that is th~ , 5 which vas used in 
the Confederate handst~ped ~AID 5 marking. 

v ~ , 

Anyhow, tha.nlrs "'fo r s-traightening me out on 
this one. 

As Always / l}d.' 

MacB/HK (------
P.S. No, - keep that credit balance of mine if you don't 
mind, - I'll doubtless find some way to make use of it a 
little later. 







SL.lbrnlrt-ed By A DeeleY' To A CIIC!qt- WI rh 
Th I S No~a /'10 n 'I 1'1C:)J I ed fro rY) N e "" 
Y-o r K f'r1a I'C h 30 (I e, 6 () WIt-- h 3 c:f 
Po.sl'C1ge . .5I-2lted fn Charlol'-resville I I 
Th rLI WC:lI- f)ec I C) rarl on ~ ForwOrCi eel 
Sep II (IBGI) Under Co nred ere> l"e frCln k 
"charloH-e.svllle 5 ", PR ICE ~ 25~. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas. Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

Birmingham, 5, Alabama. 
Saturday P.M. 8/7/54. 

I just received back this 90¢ 1860 from the P.F. with the enclosed 
certificate. lOam enclosing it herewith and sending it to you to illustrate a 
point. Maybe you recall some correspondence we had last June about such a stamp 
that I had sent the P.F. with a blue town caneel. They had sent it back with a 
"The Expert Committee respectfully declines to give an opinion on item #4880 
Blue Baltiomore Town". I wrote you about this and you Wrote me length on the 
subject. I complained then that the P.F. should make some decision just as a 
judge does from the bench. We did not exactly agree on this. 

I know you dont keep files for everyone years back but I have 
kept the correspondence we had in 1952 about the enclosed 90¢ 1860 single. 
This was lot 80 in a sale of H.R.H~er on April 14, 195a and which I bought 
for some $24.00 thru Ezra. It was described as "Well centered, creases and 
tiny tear, but fine appearance. II and was photographed in hhe catalog. On 4/7/52 
before the sale you called my attention to the fact that it was coming up, 
but that you were suspicious about hhe cancel. This was prior to seeing it. 
(By ~h~ wt,this~s the same day you wrmte me a long hand note to the effect 
you had been in intense pain with gall bladder threat.) Next day you wrote you 
had sent for lot 88 a pink, and lot 80 the 90¢, that the 3¢ was not a pink, 
and that "the 90¢ #80 is a miserable looking thing and has perfs down the 
center line. I never saw a 90¢ center line copy with perfs down the line. I 
sent both copies right back and did not waste time examining the 90;. Even 
if it was good I wouldn'~ like it. I didn't inform Harmer what I thought of 
either stamp. I dont think a stamp such as this should be sold in a sale 
unless it has a P.F. certificate. Without one it should be stated- Offered 
as is. It Unquote BBA. 

Well, I had a bid in at the time for $25 with Ez and it was sold 
to him for me for $24 as noted above. I was never convinced that it was bad and 
even with this turn down by the P.F.,I still am not exactly convinced. And here 

is why- e lain to me if this is an unused stamp falsely cancelled by two large 
Boston PAIDs that there is transferred pen-writing on the back of the stamp. 
Surely a faker wouldn't have thought or that. Maybe this is a pen cancelled one, 
removed and can~ed falsely by the Paids. 

Anyhow to go on with my story, I put it away in my album with a (?) 
mark after it. You had not said it was bad, just didn't think it looked good. 
I pay $50 a year to the P.F. for supporting member and am entitled to three free 
examinations. So I dug it out the other day and sent it down with the query as 
shown in the attached blue receipt- "Is this genuinely cancelled as noted above
that is by Boston Paids?" Today I get the reply that "the cancellation is 
fraude.lent." What enters my mind is this question- "How do t hey determine that 
this one is FRAUDULENT and the one previously dsicussed between us in June, the 
blue Baltimore, is cJlassed as "decline to give an opinion." 

As you see I drew for them an possible outline of the stamper as it 
might have appeared. Maybe they sent this to you. Do you recall it? 

It is not necessary to register this back to me. I just want your 
comment on the P.F.'s position. I do think they are right in saying yes or no 
this time even if I dont agree at all with the1r de~. 

('a I ~'t ~C)$~ E:J Sincerel~ 
<::> r<Q j:". ~ (?. 'J-{ A.\ ~ 
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'fro. er on C. I 

300S - _3th Ave. ) South" 
Birmin h<lIl1) Ala. 

D r 'D!l: 

Arter rriting th enclo'" yours of S~t.urday p . f. ith. th 90¢ 
1860 arrived. 

First . Th P. F. did not su °t t . s copy to tle. 

Second. In issuin the c rtiticate I ass 
evidence that convinced th that the narkine is frau e:nt . 

they h d s me 
I have no re-

collection of putting this copy er the 1ruup end ° ha: e not d e so tod~, but 
't uJ.- be that they d such en exa.min-ti n ~de. 

Ir you '\1ould like for me to nke a photog:t"aph ultra- violet" 
I will be €l~d to do so. For such P10tos I charge 3. 00 cach. I cannot promise 
the ne at.ive till Sh01:1 a.t\Ything. I dontt think t e ~ lcs "n th buck have ;my 
real signif'i ance so far as a g ulne cancelation is con ern d . 

opinio • 
for doubt. . 

lW ad: • ce to them is - whe e al'\V doubt ex1zts, efu e to give 
I judge th in thi ca e th did not cons er there laS any room 

As far s the tmor postmark is ~oncGrned it ms a cas t 
he I am very .f'smili with postm.:lrks of that city, pJ!,:o theoblu ink. [hey 

are not - thus I am re COlIlpet.ent to r er reliable opinions. 

o you om the BlnI: boo:: on Basten Poet 
you should. 

I r.ill hold the 90¢ and pllpor pendinG r~y. 

Yours etc. , 



, 

) , 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATID 

Birmingham,5,Alabama. 
Wednesday, August 11, 1954. 

Your letter of Monday came on the morning mail. This had with 
it the letter from Sullivan, Indiana and the photos of my Manilla cover. I 
thank you much for the Sullivan cover. It was just four years before my birth 
being 1885 but the firm of Beasley & Williams brought back memories. We had 
Beasleys as lawyers when I lived there, evidently descendants of these folks. 
I am going to send this to my brother in New york to see if he recalls them 
and let you know. It is also interesting since it is to President Davis and the 
pencil notation on the cover of ItIndiana Officer refutes the story of Scrigg., 
I suppose this had something to do with getting a pension for an old soldier 
living in Sullivan. Seelwhen we were boys there were many thousand eivil War 
veterans still alive, many thousands. Thanks again. 

Also I suppose you mean for me to keep these photos of the Manilla 
cover which I appreciate. I'm sorry that I am such a bust about the slides but 
I cant he~p it and personally much prefer these photos which you include here. 
I have no occasion like Henry Hill has to show my covers to ~~hers. Since Haydn 
died there is NO ONE in Birmingham who even has the slightest idea what any cover 
I might show them means. Nor are any of them interested. A very few collect Ala. 
stampless cover's IF they do not cost over 25¢. Even Scruggs has no idea about 
covers if I was close enough to him to show them. And I am NOT. 

You did return the Kiplinger letter, the one which I want to keep. I 
have a suggestion for your Service letter along this line. Why not ask your C.P.A. 
or even your local Internal Revenue man for a detailed translation of this 
ruling. It might be very helpful to many of us. For example, can one still off
set losses within the same year against any profits? Just an idea, which may 
not be acceptable to you. 

Now, in regards to the example you gave in the Service about bidding 
at auctions, I cant say you are in error, but I can say I never attended an 
auction wherein the bidder asked the auctioneer to price down a lot. On the other 
hand I have heard Ezra and others ask to have bidding raisea-so as to satisfy 
some of their clients who may have bid higher than the knock-down price. This 
does NOT mean that your example has never happened. I do not mean to even imply 
such a thing. I hope you did not so take me. . 

I did not send that 90¢ 1860 stamp up to you with any further idea 
of establishing its worth since you had seen it and the P.F. passed on it as 
fraudulent. You and I have discussed at length different phases of the Foundation 
and its worth to us. I just thought that you might get some information from 
seeing the certificate that they had sent me and to note that they were taking 
a stand and not being wushy-washy about their decisions. I think they should 
have passed as either"guilty or innocentU on the Balti...,more stamp I sent them. 
That was what I meant to show you by the letter. 

Nothing can now be gained by making an ultra-vio~et photograph as I see it. 
If you proved there were no pen cancellation thereby~the stamp is still forever 
damned by the P.F. certificate and can only be sold as "with a fake cancel." 
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As I am sure you are aware, the P.F. does not nor could afford to rescind 
any certificate it had put out. 

The point I meant to make about the transferred pen writing on the back 
was simply that the stamp had likely been used and was hence a used copy even 
if the two Boston Paids had been added fraudulently. It still seems logical 
to assume that as true. 0therwise how can one account for the pen marks. 

I do not own a Blake book and if you think I should have one, why not 
have him send it to me. I know he is your friend and would appreciate this 
from you. If however it ~ust come from Mekeel I can order myself. You can let 
me know. 

Speaking of Mekeel's brings to my mind, do you want me to send you 
my copies of the Collector's Club Philatelist? I know you dont care for my 
A.P.S. magazines but thought these might be too nice to throwaway. Let me 
know. 

Si~. 
"-,,,--'---
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Hr. DIm r on C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave. 7 South, 

Bi.rmingham~ Ala. 

Dear Em: 

Aug. 12~ 1954. I 

H rewith your 90¢ 1860. I doubt if I can add arwthine to m;y previous letter. 
I still feel that the p . F. is trying to do a job that perhaps thq are not i
fied for . I believe that torrs. Dale must tooting the expense of the P. F. and is 
a very consci ious la.dy mo i trying to ca out the dahes o£ h r father. I 
don't think they should issue a certificate ess they, believe they are right. 
1ben dou exists I th' they' should ref se to ve a verdict. I had str ngly 
urged th to follow this policy. Now Em, to be fair, uld yeu a.ttt then to i ssue 
a certificate when they ere not rensonably sure one 'lay or the other? I think fe 
should have an Expert CoIll!!littee in this c untry. If they get disgusted and quite e 
till hav no e . Certa~ y would not h much respect for an J . p. S. or an S.P.A. 
COIllI:litte . I give th assistance free menever they call upon because I don ' t 

t the Committee to fold up. 

Re - yours o£ Uednesday. llo7 I did not 1!lean to :inply anyth bout the New 
York auctions . I s wondering if' you thought ~ story ias.all. wrong? Do you not 
agree that if a price could be ch ed fr 2 to $248.. it could j t as fell be 
r nced f 248 to 202, provid no one objected? tun I ong in supposing that 
one does not happen whereas the other does? If 1!'J3" story in IlV SERVICE taS 1:0rr0ng, 
I do wqnt to correct it . So far I have not had ~ criticism of i t . 

u are !rong about the •• changing a certificate. If they a 
given proof c rtificate is in error, th~ Ti l cancel it, nrovided the c rtiticate 
be returned to t.be:m. no that it can be canceled. I don' t blamo them if they refuse 
to have t ro certificat s in circulation; one that it is good~ allother tating 
it is bad . The menibel's of t e Committee give their time without compensation. 
If you could attend Gne of their etin s and note hO\1 they go er each lot ~ try 
to render a correct opinion you rould have a better appreciation ot at th~ 
tryin. to do. 

Agam I don t t think the offset pen marks on the back of the 90¢ st s prove 
a thing. They could have origin ted f many different sources • 

Re - th Bl book . faurice has non for sale, so I suggest you order a 
copy direct f'rom u'ekeel ' s . It is not confined sol~ to Boston postal kin s but 
to :ma.ny subjects that will inter st you. Blake is a very careful d ccurate student 
and h is very t orough in a.n;,vth1ng, he do • I think his book is derful pieee 
of work and because of it, I reco ded that he be hono by the British Roll . 

No Em, don ' t 'bot.hherto send me the C.C. P. or the A. P. One copy of each is 
enough as the contents of' both could hardly be worse for a collector ot 19th U. S. 

Did you note that the C.C . awarded Chase the Lichtenstein medal? '!'he fine 
tribut as sign by' "S.G.R." :t it is a cinch that rat ver wrote it. 
He could never compos anything like it. The ignorant S.C.B. had so one write it 
for him. I suspect Henry Goodkind. 



t 

62. Mr. Emmerson C. Krug - Aug. 12, 1954. 

us. 
tv friend Hem'7 Hill is driving down Sunday to spero a d~ or 80 with 

lith ret!Jal:"dA 

Yours etc., 

P.s.- I enclose photo p,..int of that other 90¢ 1860. Didn't I think this copy 
had a £ e cancel.? Looks like the s e person de both of them. Please retum 
the print as I lifted it from !ltV files. 

s .. 







This Photograph 
Was Made By 
ULTRA - VIOLn 

RAY 
6y Starney B. Ashbt.oa1< 
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Re -- Mort's strip, 8SR6 - 89R6 - 90R6. You inquite as to vrhy I plate 

this strip as coming from the right pane of Plate 6. Quote "Is themly 

reason that the reconstruction seems that it should fit into this blenk 

spece?" End quote. The fact that it could fit into this space helps 

considerably, but is only one of several reesons. I do hope that you 

made e photo of this strip ~nd that you can supply me with a print. 

You will note that the side ornaments in each stamp of this strip of 

"E" reliefs are quite short and give the appearance that these stamps CEn 

come from most anywhere but the right pane of Plate 6. This feature 

the decidedly short side ornaments is probably characteristic of the 

entire 9th horizon tel row of right pane of Plate 6. Also note the 

scratches t N.E. in center stamp and observe the mottling in stamp to 

left. Compere these markings with those on the nearest pleted E relief, 

85R6 shown on Ne~etive 1. The mottling cherecteristics of g5R6 are quite 

similar to those shown on 8BR6 (I suspect S6R6 and 87R6 also sh01l" this 

mottling). The side ornaments of gt)R6 are just as short as those shovrn 

on the strip, while the scratches at N.E. on 85R6 can almost match those 

showinO' on 89R6. 

Also note the dot showing in colorless line below "0" of One in 90R6. 

Compare this with dot showing at same spot in 50R6, V.S. of three on 

Middlebury cover. 'ould you say this dot was on the transfer roll relief, 

# or th~t this is € s~range cOincidence? I incline towards the former theory. 

Surely this reconstruction of ei~ht cannot come from Plete 7, inasmuch 

as the Hollowbush strip, (Neg.24) and Mort's strip, ~Neg.AI36) show that 

these pos i tions were en tered by transfer roll NO."3; the liD" showing no side 

scratches and side ornaments are complete. 

Cen you supply me with a print of the imprint strip 21R7 - 3lR7 -

4lR7? No hurry. Stanley, there never wes any hurry about replyin~ t.o 

~ny of my letters end you definitely should heve completed your Service 

Issue before you answered my letter. 
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In the severel years we have been corresponding, I have never 

asked for a hurried reply or return. On one occasion, I sent you a 

cover worth about 50~ that Mort borrowed from Pelender. It seems 

someone wes quite fretful about this cover end hounded me until I 

had to ask you to return it to me, prob~bly at e time when you were 

busy and not in the best of health. I suspect this gave you the 

impression that I h d become unreasonable about getting my mpterial 

back. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Furthermore, may I suggest that you write your Service stories when 

and as the spirit moves, rather then meet a definite "deadline". I am 

sure you will enjoy your work all the more snd your subscribers will have 

no objection, even if they receive only nine or ten issues a year rather 

than fa dozen. 

In my next letter, I shell send you an immaculate cover bearing- the 

nicest copy of the so celled "Dropped Relief" you ever sew. Quite a 

bold statement to make to Ashbrook, but I em thet much enthused about this 

item. Have you ever come across en imperf stamp from Plete 2 showing 

the New York Oce8n Mail marking? In your Work you say you never have. 

I heve such En item on cover that is superb in every respect. 

Ann and I are leaving in a few moments for a short trip to Montreal 

and pbints east and west, and we both extend our best regards to Mildred 

end you. 

Sincerely, . 

l/l~. 



July 4, 1954. 

Dear Stanley: 

Thanks for th~ comments cont ined in your letter of June 23rd. I 

have returned the SIeve Broedside to Robert Siegel,as well as Lot #24, 

described as the eerliest known" ay" marking. I understflnd this marking 

is known used in l7S6 or thereabouts. 

I was mighty pleased with the two prints of negative 124. I am 

enclosing herewith my check in the €mount of $4.25 in payment of these 

prints ($2.00) and for s copy of your book, "Some Notes" etc. ($2.25). 

I sh~ll be everlastingly greteful if you 'ill 8utograph this ~ j ork for me. 

Re print of three trimmed bottom row copies. I fe8r I wes not 

explicit in my letter. Stanley, lest December you sent me a bet.ch of 

Platoe 6 prints. I plated most of these and returned them to you. In 

this batch were three or four excellent prints of the trimmed reliefs and 

in my letter of June l~th I inquired whether you could supply me with one 

of those prints. 

Re -- 99R2. Thnnks very much indeed for the loan of your set of nine 

photos. Yes, I agree that eflrly impressions show the double trensfer on 

Frenklin's shoulder better then lete. I also agree thFt the Ne~bury 

imperf block ~md the perf s trip were made in heaven; they ere out of this 

world. The design in the perforated strip is hardly touched and this is 

most remarkable, inasmuch as the fresh entry wes made somewhat to the 

right of original entry and the distence between the ninth and tenth 

verticel rows is less th n the diameter of a perf. hole. Too bed several 

of these prints re fading and so lose the plating marks in the process. 

I do hope you still have the negatives. In my next letter, I shall show 

you a superb copy of 99R2 in the scarce, beautiful, blue color and showin~ 

6 San Francisco, oel. postmark. Do you recal seeing this stamp? I shall 

also show you a vertical strip, 7gR2 - 89R2 - 9qR2 that WflS mpde in hell. 

Someone, probably the devil himself, clipped the corners of 79 and 99, 

end so created an "ertietic strip". 



'?;3-/r BRUCE G. DANIELS 

TELEPHONE 
LAfayette 3-0970 

7 WATER STREET 
BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fo rt Thomas, Kentuoky 

Dear Stan: 

July 16, 1954 

There is quite a story attached to Lot 119 in my 
June 4th auction sale, and it is very possible that you can 
help me out. The successful purchaser was one M. Moses, who is 
at present being questioned by the Post-office Department con
cerning several unsatisfactory dealings with auctioneers in 
which he claima he never received the merchandise. 

In view of my knowledge of the above proceedings, 
I notified this man of his purchase of Lot 119 and telling him 
that I wo uld ship it to him when I received a satisfaotory pay
ment . In reply I got a rather ourt little note to "just forget 
the whole thing." Sinoe I have paid the owner for this Lot, I 
am now the proud owner. At present I am at Cape Cod for a week 
but I will be glad to send this lot to you when I return. 

If you oan sell it for me so that I will come out 
whole, I naturally would appreciate it very much. 

Best regards, 

BGD:P 
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July 18, 1954. 

Bruce G. Daniels, 
7 \'/ater Street, 

Bo t n 9, Iaas. 

Dear Bruce: 

I as plea ed to eive your.) of the 16th. 

I will elc e t e pportunit,. to i! e the cover and it I think 
it glad to ~ it froMou for JIV reterel ce collection. 

I wondering if the "bses you entioned could possib:Q' be IIDton 
.foses of Lynchburg, Va. This I doubt beca e I h v knOlal Milton for _"~=--
years and have al~~s had a high regard for h" Besi es I t only 
collects Confederates. 

Looki~ font rd with ' ch interes the cover. I am 

Cordia1l7 yours, 



TELEPHONE 
LAfayette 3-0970 

BRUCE G. DANIELS 
7 WATER STREET 

BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

.~r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas" Kentuoky 

Dear Stan: 

July 21" 1954 

The item about which you inquired is enclosed 
herewith ~or your examination. s I previously told you" 
this item sold for $90 in my June auotion sale but was never 
delivered to the buyer. If you oan use it at $90 or somewhere 
near that prioe, I would be very glad to sell it. 

The • ses that I mentioned is indeed 1\ ilton 
Moses of Lynohburg, Virginia. As I unde~sta.nd it he has been 
an old-time colleotor of good standing for many years. ~uite 

reoently, however, he seems to be oolleoting only material, U. S. 
or Confederate, that comes to him gratis. He does this by 
olaiming never to have received merchandise sent to him through 
the mail. I don't know what is wrong but he pulled this on me 
as well as several New York dealers. At present the Post
offioe Department is investigating our complaints. 

BGD:P 
Eno 

}" y regards to yo u and s. Ashbrook. 

Sinoerely, 

tfJ~~ 



BrUce G. Daniels ~ 
1 I,Tater st. , 

Boston 9, 1aS8. 

Dear Bruce: 

YOUTs of the 21st reeeived th the 3¢ Bisect. I want. to IIiiIk9 
e. very careful ex."lnination of this item because if I can 8at1s17 Dl7sel.1" tb.~~~~~~ 
it is genuine I . Q 1 ike to )a e it tor my ret-erenee collection and it I 
can establish arr:r evidence it is bad, I woul still llke to have it tor.,. 
f... e collection to show wh t the artists tum. cut. ~ cour8e .. this dat_ 
back tor over 30 ye~r8. 

What I would like to do is to carefully soak the c'ta.p tftlII tbe 
piece and then make a p otogr ph .of the piece by ultra-violet to see it .. 
is the sliBbte t trace of a:tJ7 removal of parts ot the "Cancel UDder the st 
May -I have your permission to do this? t I will dO wi~~nj;~b~e(.toEii{t~~iii~~:f==: 
piece aDd aoU: the :paper ( re:thllYJ f'rOlil the back a'YOia 
on the r ee. 

I was am.aseC1 at your remarks OD Moe He JIIlst have~~~!e~~~_ 
hie nut to do such a thing. Please kMP me advised it J'OU hear ~ ~...........-! 
further about him. 

With best wishes -

- CordiallY',-ours , 



TELEPHONE 
LAfClyette 3-0970 

BRUCE G. DANIELS 
7 WATER STREET 

BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

August 2, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
POBox 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Regarding the 31 Bisect, it will be 
perfectly all right with me if you waIt to care
fully soak it to determine its authenticity. 
As I think I told you before, due to r. ~oses , 
I now own this item and if it is not genuine I 
guess it is just ~ tough luck. 

Regards , 

BGD :P /L 
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MR. BRUCE G. DANIELS, 
7 ATER STREET, 

OOSTO 9-, MASS. 

DEAR BRUCE: 

AUGUST 4, 1954 • 

~OURS OF THE 2ND RECEIVED. 

t ILL REMOVE THE HALF STA P AND SEE 
IF 1 CAN FI NO A YTH I G UNCERNEATH. THANKS FOR THE 
PERMISSION. 

HERE\ ITH I MIl E ~CLOS f A PRI NT SH -
I G THE ,., 0 POS ARKS. STUDY TH IS PR I IT A 'D THEN 
RITE E "HAT YOU THINK. IT ILL BE ICE SEE IF 

OUR IDEAS AGREE. 

tTH REGARDS -

CORDIALLY YOURS, 



• 

l~. Bruce G. Daniels, 
7 ... tc: t . , 

Bo on 9, fu.c.s . 

De r Br ' ce: 

Aug . 12~ 1954. 

is t 
c uld 

I ~ not .. Ul.te satisfied tha.t t postmark on the I bisect ll 

S y a the one on th cover but even if the,r re ilfer it 
can th t t cy h e th one. 

fit r a::1o-

Cor . a.lly Y urs , 



Dr. Carroll Chase, 
. F.D. 1, 

Milford, N. H. 

D Doc: 

I as agreeabl1' surprised to receive yours or the 9th 
and to find that yo we out of t hospital and ck home. I 
think it r rk ble th t sur r.y ca~e could get cut that soon. 

iIiIIfl!o ........... _ _ I do hOpe that the op ration will do all th t Y u hoped for . I 
.~_ .. yo a letter at th hospital. doubt hey forwarded it to 1O'J. 

I wondering if by a.I\Y chance you remember the piece-
co with a 3, ' 51 bisect - pictured in your book on page 215 - figure 
107? Have you ~ recollection as to the source of thia it_? I am 
now the owner of it. I ca.re!~ removed the piece of stamp - a y . l -
eal b.al.t photograph b,y ultr. Violet. the piece ot the envelope. 

s1gB whatsoever UDd r the stamp o:f t?Jrr erasure of part of a hole 
postma In rsrr opinion this proves that th st~ ~ used 118 it is, 
proridtrl the postmaric is enuine. Under all the tests I have made it 
a~ to be, OUt I rather doubt. t t the strike matches that on the 
3~ cover that ccompimies the biaeet. I run onder:ipg it yo )at haft 

~-- 3¢ ' 51 cover with a aLowell. Mae! . " pOStmark? Don' t bot.ber about 
tbis unt.1l J'OU itave fulli recoTered d feel ~. 

We are hay some deligh cool weat . r and. what 
it is fran those 100 plus dqs that we baa recent;l.y. I ' t ..rler 
as 1 as I was up in nv ro01ll where it a.alciom got av 80 bUt I sure 
did wile I lIo-ent doWn to the second floor. Several. ni bts were verr bad. 

With all good wishes to 70U bOth -

COrdially ~, 



TELEPHONE 
LAfayette 3-0970 

BRUCE G. DANIELS 
7 WATER STREET 

BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

August 20, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Thank you for your check for the 3t "Bisect." 

After careful oomparison of the enlarged photographs, I am 

inolined to think that there are a few minor differenoes 

in the postmarks. However, .1 agree with you that there 

oould very possibly have been two postmark hand stamps, 

similar but not the same, and also that the length of 

servioe and foroe of impression oould also make the differ-

enoei. 

Sinoe you did not find any traoe of tampering 

when you lifted the stamp, I would assume that it is 

genuine. 

Best regards, 

BGD:P 
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ug. 7~ 1954. 

Mr. TrsC)" 1'1. S 0 ~ 
66 Alvarado Roadl 

51' Calif. 

ec~ 

ro 

v.it ou ldild 



Aug. 6, 1954. 

Mr. 1'. tl. Hicks" 
1 Garr ... t va., 

Roe ont, Pa. 

D ~ Bill: 

y ? 

the 
23l 

I venit h ~rd framyou tor e. 

this print tor y ur f. cs. 

i1:h re a~'1rr -



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 . 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 31, 1954 

I am enclosing a very recent acquisition and one that I 
feel very fortunate in getting. Fortunately the man I got it from 
vias a stamp but not a cover· collector and we were able to make a 
mutually satisfactory trade. 

Henry Meyer went wild over it"and immediately asked if 
I intended sending it to you and also Dr. Roser for examination. I 
assured him that I had decided that as soon as I was able to get it. 

The only other &reen;c&ncellation I have ever seen from 
Kentucky has been on the 3¢ '51, but this green on a green stamp, 
and such an excellent copy sure pleases me. The only thing that 
would make it better would be for it to have been type N. \'lJhat do 
you think about my good luck? 

Sincerely, 
Uea1 J. Grabert 



hr. 

• • 

• . 

• 2" 1 ... .54. 

., 
Ind • 

your ,. 



July 15 ~ 1954. 

Hr. l;aurice C. Blake, 
; 11 Hason street ~ 
~ Brookline 46 J ·!ass. 

Dear Maurice: 

Yours of the 11th received. 

Wes, '.e have made considerable progress LYJ. the stu y of the One Cent 
Pl~tes 5,6 8.nd 7 in the past few years. I use n fer! becau:;e I have been ·VC'I."Y' 

ably assisted by .1orris Fortgane~ and I.furtimer Ueiliken of Ne-~I York City. 
Being cm·m jn the big city the-I· ave uncovered a lot of ncu material, \'iilieh has 
()nabled us to mal.e very ubstantial progress . Probably the mott impoltant dis
covery that I made as in reg<. r to Plate 6. For lYtany year past it \Va'" I!\r 
theory th<:::.t Pl2.te 6 did not contain any stamps ;-rhich K.d the Type V IIside 
scr"tchcs," therefore~ " .. hen I ran across a:rJY multiple uith 'side scratches" I 
concluded it -'lid not come from Pla.te 6. About seven or eight years a 0 I dis
COy red a H. S. of t lre J t '0 tamps to t.he left did not have 5i1e scratches but 
the stamp to rieht lid.. This VIas the first intimation that "'ome damps from 
Plate 6 did have side scrE:c,ches . It \tas this feature that had preVented me from 
;naking ElL'W progress -lith the left half of the left pane of PI·te 6. 

I suppose some people don ' t understand w-by certain students bother to re
construct plates, but the truth is that it is l1enarkable hOH much can be learned 
about a plate v.r its reconstruction. 

Regardin the Pla.te 6 stslllPS. No,. there is no ''Tn:y that I know of to 
identify stamps from this plate. I mean that auch stamps have no characteristic 
that identifies them. In the net distant future ~Te uill have compl te recon
structions of Plates 6, 7,. S, 9 ~.nd 10, and then when we discover a 1l1Ultiple that 
He caT} be positive C oes not come from any of these four plates tllen 'e can be 
reasonably sure it came from Pla.te 5. As a plating proposition, the 'Pork on the 
five plates has been LJtensely interesting. 

In l·hrr · 
He is v~J ver.y ca 
sharp. He really h 

ang ! discovered a very careful _d a very keen etudent . 
plate reconstruction '"ork. He as an eye that is very 

~i~c>f much assistance. 

Re - your I1Northfield" covrr of Jan. S, 1860. Fro the date of use it 
1: auld be nw guess that tLe strip came from Pla.te 9, or possibly Plate S. A use in 
1860 of a strip from Plates 5, 6 or 7 would be most exceptional . InaSI!lUch as r
am most anxious to see any Type V multiples I will welc~ a look at your cover. 

I note that you ~ec:t to remain in Brookline for IlDst of the sunmer. I 
trust you will escape the br~nd of weather we have had here this W~{. Yesterday 
it hit almost 104 here"the highest ue have had in eighteen years. This morning 
it had dropped to 70~ a most welcome relief • 

. rith r gar 
Cordially yours, 



J 21, 1 54. 

Ilr. buric C. BlAk , 

11 son st • ., 

Brooklin , • 

D 

I !' to 

steri.e of co 

or t r nt at 

It I t to • 

t in 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Ur. I. C. m. ,. , 
11 son St., 

Brooldine 46, Mass. 

D r fu.uric : 

Aug. 9, 1954. 

Her is a color slid of pi of a F . L. that. was sub-
mitted to me as Dh in the lIearlie t datos 1m mtl of the 2¢ and 12¢ 
1869 - su pos d1y .April 1, 1869. The cover is addr s d to Palen::tO, 
Sicily. Hold this slide to a strong 11 t and view it 1 ith a good. 
glass. It shows oott this lay than a blaCk and whit print. 'l'h 
i oz. rate by this route I 15¢. This i up_ to 0. double 
with a l¢ ov r-pay. 

I refused to list th' s as an "ly dat because there is 
no actu.al evidence that thes stamps actunJ.ly originated on thi 
cover, or r.:.ther a pi ce of a cover. Th cr.mcr -as r.,ther r.lif'f d at 
my d cision. I will value your opinion. 

ith r cards -

Cordially yours# 



hr. } :uric c. B1 0 , 

U .fason St. , 
Brookline 46, lIass. 

Dear ~U1"1 e: 

Aug. 10, 1954. 

H nth I am retur· th various I¢ 1857 Type V it s as per yours of 
the 22M of J ']I. In envelope you . - ind it of ich I did not make 

pnoto a • All in thi envelop uld not be of t:J.rfI assistanc in our 
pr sent plat:ing 0 '", ~ d further. as notations sh the imp!' ssions ar much 
too poor or pl:lting. I t also dd that nll of these e from plat of 
mich f oo-bo re in existence. I re rei plat· as am'" to t a 
plat ~ unless trip or other tip1e h~ OJ rl.icular feature, it is a 

at f t to unt for th plat positi ns . 

The other it slut in a C ilr"tc envelope d I made photographs of 
thes dnd I rll eive you a r port on ch l<.:.t r 0 Eacn one of these ap-
pear 0 b rath r unu U" d they may be of assistance to us. 

I also enclose a se ate letter ccompenied by color sl e of a COY 1'., 
that is, a piece of a F .L. :b t I would il'e is our opin:ion. Do ou th 
there 'Would b any ju tif'icetion for to lL .. t this s an "ear1ies knOl 
of use?" 

In .... ddition to the above, I n.'!l enclosins rith compliI!lent D. p1 oto raph 
of the Jessup COY r with t e block of four of the 5~ 1861 Buft. This is the 
on1¥ 1861 st., p kIi to e nth the . Y. 0.. tmatk. his th t .it is 
the latest use knoun. 

Also, triO photos, fron and ba.ck~ of th cover I r uosted you to look 
ov r and give your yais . w'hen this as loaned to me 1 nth, I ave 
the er theor:,y. I dll ht-vo a copy rna 0 and ~en it to y • 

flat 6. R garding your qu be :t Ith gre ter d1str.nc bet'\~een t 1'0:" 
of perforations f or the batt rm of Plate 6," the r as I did· not answer y ur 
query as because I never gave this f tur ~ stu :h tsoever. Pr ctica11y 
all or reconstruction of thi plnte as don nth otoeor"'phs I have bor1'O\ ed· 
ov r ~ period of over 30 yea • V ret of m::r photogra ar of the same size. 

Yes, I well r ember y!our S. F. cov r dth the block of nin . You lonn 
it to e in 1951 I mad p otograph of it but the negative c out v ry 
poor, I don' t seem to hIe a memo that I p1uted the block. It is possible 
the negativ wa 0 poor I, un hle to obtain a print good ehough to plate from. 
I nde!' it this could be tr Plat 5. If o~ I rill ur Y find out 
vise you you can rest ssu th~t I will not charge you f. For arr:J' 
inf'omatic.n I can give YOU' jYO\ s i tanc and c()ooop ration puts e in your debt . 

, 



• 
I 

1 

.
J 

fr2 . Hr. liaurice C. Bl e - Aug. 10, 1954. 

of the operation and I am anxious to recei so word . No doubt I ill hear 
t rro '. 

e h!'.d Q I!103t miserable month of July, j little of everything in the 
lmather thr..t ~s flOnt un onable. Th Ohio·V ey is a mi crable place to 
live. A st so far h be better than usual. It rill be a oir cle ii" it 
lasts. 

Co dially yours, 



• lO~ 1954. 

Ir. is Fong I 

13.4 En S4th St. ~ 
2' York 2S. I.Y. 

.. 

I 7/22/54, ot: 

-
I s te., 

Copy to 
ink • 



MAURICE C. BLAKE 
1 1 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS 



I • ' . c. · .. , 
11 '. n St . " 

Brookline 4/J, ~S. 

Dear :c..urice: 

usc at 

Aug. 19, 1954. 

cll for contacting LEster Do illinu. He '\13.S kind 
encu h to d give me some details of Doc ' s v_sit to the Boston 
hospital and return. Doc did not ive De ~ detajls as he do' less 
han so l1lE~ good 'riends to ~i ite. He st huv autf rod q ite a bit of 
p<lin before d cid· to go to the hospital. I ha' a S ort letter from 
hi:n ye~terd~ ..,tating hc uas fecling p 1 ect~ all rig • 

I' pl s to report that y r pl .... of t 1:; 10 ycrtical 
strips 'us co .. _ act - 1- 11-2 6 a I d n t i;. see ho ' you plated 
the 1 te 6 as it .n< cut' 0 t.t • .. e op TOW strip I had elnken 
plate and he r ports it as $16 - 916 - 1016. I haven ' t had time as yet 
to confirm . plating. '1'he other horiz ntal strip io probably 21M -
22RS - 2JRS but du to lack cf tim I have not confL.'""!led. 

Her~rith I am en losing copy of ru::J nnalysis of the r. F. & Co. 
cover~ Los An e1es to Louisville and I lill ap ecia ... e your COIl1I:le1lt on 
it . 

~ kind st regards . 

Cordially yours~ 



A INVESTIGATION 
Of The Mark "Mail Route" 

M
OST collectors of steamboat 

covers now realize that the 
marks STB,AM, STEAM

BOAT, SHlIP, alld sometimes WAY, 
are marks applied at the post office 
where a letter was turned in by the 
ca'ptain or clerk of a boat 01' ship. 
Such a letter was not mailed by the 
sender at a post office; it was en
trusted by him to an officer of ~ boat, 
either shol'tly before the boat sailed 
or ~t a way landing. When the cap
~ turned the letter in at a post 
olIi::e, the postmaster paid him either 
OIlC rClit or two cents, depending on 
tL.:' status of the craft, and applied 
tllt l::ark which now makes the cover 
i~t""l:csting nnd valuable to us. At 
(,· ·rlu.in times and under certain cir
(,::lnstu.llce~ such lclters cost the re
cti\-er extra postage; at other times 
they did not. To give a complete 
IJst here of the captain's fees and the 
charges to the addressee for each 
class of letters and for all periods 
would make this article reach an 
unwieldy length and would detract 
from the purpose of the study. 

The character of these marks, and 
the fact' that they were applied at 
the post office where the letters were 
turned in, have not alwavs been un
derstood by collectors .. I t is only 
sixteen years since Stanley ll. Ash
b7·ool. and !II annel Hahn, each on his 
own and yet co-operating, dug out 
the sections of Postal Lau:s and 
Regulations (universally referrcJ 
to in philatelic literature as P.L.~ 
B.) which directed the postmasters 
of a century ago in their handling of 
letters thus received from "outside 
the mails." T,his information was 
unearthed with a great expenditwe 
of the most tedious searching of vol
umes of fine print, and collectors of 
today and the future owe these UwO 
premier students of postal hi tory a 
heartfelt debt of gratitude. 

Even today this wr.iter receives 
letters revealing a misconception as 
to the nature of these marks. A cor
respondent will write thu'S: "This 
mark STEAM seems to have been 
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By HENRY A. MEYER 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE S.P.A .• 

and MEMBER NO. 1631 

Henry A. Meyer 

used on boats on the Mississippi 
Thh'er, but I have seen the same or a 
very similar mark used on boa·bs 
from Mobile to New Orleans." The 
mark was not used on boats at all; it 
was used in the New Orleans post 
office, and 'Was appUed to letters 
reaching the post office by boats hav
ing no mail carrying contract, from 
allV direction whatsoever. 

Postal history tud,ents have given 
the name origin mar~'6 to marks such 
as those we ha':e been discu sing, 
whid} show by what lUeans the letter 
reached a post office. The regula
tions governing the use of the four 
origin marks thus far mentioned are 
now fai·rly clear, except for certain 
details, since Ashbrook and Hahn 
have explained them to us, and have 
told us exactly where in P.L~·R. to 
look for the fuH text. But there are 
several other marks found OIl water
horne letters, arriving from "outside 
the mails," for whiC'h no author-iza
tion has been found. The foLlawing 
examples occur to the writer: PlAID 
SHIP, STEA.M SHIP, U. S. SHIP, 
PACKET, PURSER, QUAR,AIN
TINE, and MAIL ROUTE. There 

are probably others which dQ not 
come to mind at the moment. We 
search P.L.LS-R. in vain for direc
tions cO\'ering their use; yet they 
occur often enough to make us feel 
reasonablv sure that there was some 
system g;verning their use, and that 
it was not Dlere whimsy on the part 
of some postmaster. It is the last of 
the marks just named, MAIL 
ROUTE, which forms the subject of 
this article. 

Two serious difficulties present 
themselve to a postal history stu
dent investigating the mark MAIL 
ROUTE: the absence Qf any printed 
di'rectives for using it, and the fact 
that no student thus far has had 
enough such covers at hand at any 
one time to make the pattern of its 
Ulse apparent. 

The writer of an article publiShed 
in 1940 stated that the mark identi
fied letters carried from the South to 
the Atlantic seaboard via Kentucky 
or Tennessee under .safe-conduct by 
reason of treaties with the Oherokee, 
Ohoctaw, and Creek Nati<lns of In
dians. The present writer does not 
doubt the existence of such treaties, 
since the autlhor of the ear-liel' article 
amply documented -his 'statements 
with dates of the treaties and quota
tions from them. But the mark 
MAIL Rj()IUlTE had nothing to do 
with them. T.he misunderstanding 
arose out of the finding of two let
ter.s bearing the mark MIi\IL 
ROutT.E, one of them endorsed 
"Kentucky" and the other "Tcnnes-
ee" in tJhe lower left corner. But 

manv uch covers are endorsed with 
words which are not the names of 
states. The illustrations presented 
herewith show the words "Brig 
Orion," "Ship Francis," "Pr. Brig 
Fl'ancis," and "Ship Carolinian, 
Capt. A. Hewes." The present writ
er has seen others also bearing ships' 
names, as was a widespread custom 
a hundred years ago. Wtith that ob
seTvation as a suggestion, a study ()f 
the files of N ew York newspapers of 
the 1830"s, and earlier, reveals that 
the "Kentucky" and the "Tennes-
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#315 
5c Mint Imperforates 

........... $100.00 
200.00 

KINGDOM OF YEMEN oIfe .. a dlmcult 
to collectors. Very few ha'f8 ever been able to oem· 
plete tbe ,tamps of thl, remoto count",. U 1011 
have a wantUst ot mint set8 ot Yemen (or of aIlJ 
other .. tough" country. for tbat matter). "0'11 do 
our beat to 1Ul 1t. Here are two blues which are 
not In Scott's, but listed by San.brla, Michel, 
yv.rt, etc. Both .r ••• g.rly sought by speelallota: 
July 2, 1941, Crown Prlneo', Flight to N. Y. to 
loin tbo United N.tI •••• An approprlato overprint 
wa. applied to Scott type, A5, A7 and A8. 8omo 
Individual ,ota nallabl •• 1 wen .1 ono complete 
mint collection of all 54 Talue,. Sanabria net 
$160.00, SPECIAL ...................... ,$99.15 
September 20, 1948. eel.bratln, AdmlBBIon to the 
UN. Set of 20 plctorlalt 00 poatac., 5 .In, 5 
du .. ) ,howI8' F D It. Cburchlll, Truman ok St.tue 
of Llherty. Compl.to mint (20) ............ $24,15 

Frank Warner N!:9 yN':-:',St;rty, 

2c 'Pan American 

Inverted Center 

#295a 
Very Fine Mint 

$2.350. 

Robert A. Siegel 
IIO~ ruth Avo, Ne .... York 1'7. N. Y. 

Every Specialized coUeetlo .. lhoaJd Include 

U. S. Essays and Proofs 
The Gems of Philately 

I 7 ...... 14.10 
9 ...... 2 

24 ...... 1. 
36 ...... 2 
36 ...... 4 
63 ...... I 
68 ...... 1 
69 .... .. 
73 .... .. 
76 .... .. 
78 ... .. 
87 .. .. 

112... 
113 .. , • 1.00 
117 ...... 3.30 

H. 

. . $4.90 
.... 2.90 

..... 1.90 

..... 3.65 

. ..... 3.80 

..... 2.40 
165 . ..... 2.35 
166 ...... 8.10 
~17 ...... 3.55 
229 ...... 4.40 
240 ...... 6.76 
276 ...... 3.60 
291 ...... 5.10 
297 ...... 1.40 
298 ...... 2.60 

1299 ...... 11.70 
310 ...... 1.00 
311 ...... 2.10 
325 ...... 3.25 
327 ...... 2.65 
01. ..... 1.25 
02 ...... 2.65 
03 ...... 2.10 
018 ..... 4.90 

MINT 
1531 ...... 1.35 
532 ...... 1,30 
535.., ... 1.25 
675 ...... 1.80 
676 ...... 1.10 

M. MACK 
BOl[ 1112 lIIlltord, New BampebJre 
SotisfGCtitm (I"oroflteed. APPrO'Vol$ 'flclued, 
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Weekly column conducted by GeoITe B. 
Sloane. :w.6 Nassau St., New York 38. N. Y .• 
recotrni%ed philatelio expert and authority. 

came to the 
govel·¢1eItt. A seizure 

instituted on 
stamps oould .not 
and sold by 

bll'i·~a.te~lic possession of 
. in defiance 'Of 1aiW. The 

and collectors banded together, 
fund to defend the suit. 
aotion came to tria:! in A1prll, 1898, 

before a judge and jury, but the govern
ment had a POOl' case and soon lost it. 
The judge took it away from the jury's 
consideraJ1:ion and directed a verdict for 
the defendants, poiming out that the Post 
Office Department, in 1875, offered a:1I 
values (the "Special Printing,g") to any
one intereSited, that there was no laJW 
prohihiting such sales, that the govern
ment received and retained the purchase 
money, thus waiViing all irregularities 
and ratifying the sale, that foreign gov
ernments, members of the Universal 
Postal Union, regulal'lly received sets of 
the stamps that .ulbimately grav.i.ta\ed into 
the stamp trade, and finally, that the 
Postal Regulation that supposedly pro
hibited the sale of NewS<p<IJper stamps 
was .illegal in that i·t was inconsistent 
with Federal Law, if not, indeed, uncon
stiltutionat 

InSitantly, dealers who, evidently, had 
been hiding their stocks, began to adver
tise the stamps again, and no doubt in 
",iew of the litigation there was a good 
sale for them. A year Later, in 1899, the 
POSIt Office Depar.trnem, atfter iihe use 
of NiewsP'<IJper stamps had been discon
,tinued, and in a oomplete reversal of their 
former attitude, placed on sale, sets of 
the 1895 stamps, from the 1c to the $100 
value (including reprints), at $5 tper set. 

UeOl'lle B. Sloa~ 

1898 

R178 Gray 
Red RaUroad lIJIlbdlstl~mp 

"st. L. & N .BL. 
{St. Lou1s & No,rtllA!hc)re 

Uncut 
.•••..... . $1.00 

. ......... . 2.00 
4 .• . .•...... 6.00 

fe,,~AGrrl"'" blo .. """il"bl. too. 

New York 38, N. Y. 

6d 8 VF 4 margin copy on folded letter 
dated A.UG. 26, 1851 ..............•. $110.00 
7'>id fine 4 margin unu'od COlly, with. 
minor corner cr ..... C.t. $400.00 ...... $190.00 

S14 10 u,od Good 1.00 Fin. 2.00 .... .... VF 3.00 
'15 5e u,ed Good .75 Fino 1.50 ....... . VF 2.50 
,17 100 used Good 4.00 VG 5.50 .... .. Fine 1.00 
118 12'>ic uoed Good 3.50 FIne 8.00 ..... VF 10.00 
118 12*0 dat.d MR 1 1866 In rod ...... VI!' 17.00 
$19 170 u,ed Good COpy 7.00 ......... . Fin. 8.50 

MODERN V.F. MINT SETS 
'141-148 , ....... 1.25 11195.201 .•..•• , .$2.25 

U9-159 ........ 15.00 202·204 ........ 2.00 
160.181 ........ 1.00 208-210 ........ 1.40 
172-171 ........ 13.75 211-218 ......... 1.15 

Try a want· list for any other Oanada needed. 

F. G. ATKINSON A 
5822 Prudhomme Avo. Montreal 8, Canada ~ 

Our Annual Western 
Buying Trip Itinerary 

11 your u. S. or Foreitn collection 18 10r 
sale at a top price please contact ua .. 
follows: 

Los Angelee 
SePt. 5 thru 8-Biltmore Hotel 

Towns Between 
Los Angeles & San Francisco 

Sept. 9 thru l1--<:alls to your homo. 
by request. 

San Francisco 
Sept. 12 thru lS-Hotel Sir Francia DMke •. 

and A.P.S. Booth #7. 

~RAYMDND H, W EIL.L. C. 
POCfR G - RA"I,",ChC ~ IftE ~_ 

I 407 R VAL STR£ET. hEW QRllt,.h':; 

WESTERN (OYER AUOION 
• ~[U1;USD'AY, SEPT. 16. 'l954 at the 

a. magnificent collection of Western 

Over 400 lot. of PONY EXPRESS. 

TOWNS. VARIOUS EXPRESS 

their 
have 
date. 

TERRlTORlALS. 

Catlfll,~ .... r. lree on requ.at 

request, is your 
approval selections. 
STATES stamps you 
amount to be sent 
mum $5.00) and your 
will be submitted on the 

References pleaae. 11 unknown to u •. 

WENDOVER NEEFUS CO. A 
Hud.on, N. Y. £ 

Buain ... •• toll.h ... 1814 
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see" were coastwise vessels, plying 
from Gulf J>Qrts into New York. 

In order, then, to learn what tbe 
mark MAlIL ROUTE may mean, 
this will be an article of inquiry to 
start othel\9 on mte same study. The 
writer does not pretend to know 
what the mark means; but after 
studying all the eV'idence available, 
he will present a hypothesis for 
further investigation. 

Our illustrations show the four 
forms 01 the mark known to the 
writer. Fig. 1 shows the familiar 
New York mark; Fig. 2 shows one 
used at a post office yet to be deter
mined, pre.fera1bly by locating an
other cover bearing this same form 
of the mark and also a town mark. 
Figs. 3 and 4 show the two straight
line marks; the former is the Phila
delphia mark, measuring 38 x a1lz 
mm., while the latter is the Savan
nah mark, measuring 42 x 311z mm. 
The New York mark and the one of 
unknown origin are found in a good 
clear red, while both the Philadel
phia and SaV1annah marks have been 
seen in a weak, dirty red, mixed witlh 
black. The last has also been record
ed in blaek, a very late use on a 
cover with stamps, to be described 
later. 

Fig. I-Letter from New Orleans to Boston in 1827, entering the mail at New York, where it 
received the New York postmark and the mark "Mail Route," both in red. 

To study tlhe characteristics of 
any given group of covers, we must 
observe everything we can about 
their places of origin, dates, places 
to which they are addressed, and 
any postal maTkings appearing on 
the covers. A list of such detaHs con
cerning covers known to the writer 
is presented with this article in talbu
lar form. 

A study of the table of informa
tion reveals certain fads very clea;r
ly: (1) Over haM of the covers re-

Fig. 2-Letter from New Orleans to Providence in 1827, entering the mail at some unknown 
port, where it received the semi.circular mark "Mail Route" in red. No town postmark. 

»Dnr9le Place ot .Address ot Town Mark L!a11 lioute Date ot Letter Date ot Date of Rate of Ship',. Nama Jig. 
Origin De etinati on Yark 1'own}.{ark Receipt Postage How Expreeeed 

1 New Orleans :Boston New York ifew York jpr. 29. 1827 Mq 16 18i "Ship Fr~c1e" 1 

2 New Orleans Providence None ? Nov. 29. 1827 l{ollG 12} "Brig Orion" 2 

3 New Orleans Castine. Lle. New York New York Jan. 15. 1828 Jen. 11 25 None 

4 Mobile :B~ .AJ.b~, li.Y. llew York Uew York Jan. 31. 1828 lebo 2S , 18t "pr Brig Francis" 5 

5 New Orleans New York None New York Oct. 8, l82S None Oct. 28 371 "Tennessee" 

6 New, Orleans Castine, Me. New York 1~ York Nov. 18, lS2S Dec. 10 25 lione 

7 New Orleans New York l,one New York June 29. 1829 tlone Jul¥ 2S l2:t liper lrentuck;y" 

8 New Orleans l,ew York None Hew York Jan. 21, 1830 None Feb. 10 l2! "Xentuck;y" 

9 T Philadelphia Noaa Phila.. IJise1ng None ? 10 "Ship Carolinian" 3 

10 , lJi88ing None Savannah IA1ss1ng lioZ18 6 None visible 4 

11 ? Iladetta. Ga. Savannah Sav.annah tl1ssing 3 plus 1 None 
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Fig. 3----t.etter of unknown date, from an unknown place of origin, to Philadelphia, entering 
the mail at Philadelphia, where it received the straight-line origin mark "Mail Route" in weak, 

dirty red mixed with black. 

• 

Fig. 4-Piece of cover of unknown origin and date, brought by ship to Savannah for delivery 
there. Rated b cents. Straight-line mark "Mail Route" i5 known to be the Savannah mark. 

Both marks in dirty red. 

Fig. 5-letter dated "Mobile Bay, Jan. 31st, 1828," addressed to Albany, entering the mail 
at New York. It there received the New York town mark and the mark "Ship," which was 

corrected by crossing it out and substituting "Mail Route." All marks in red. 
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corded are in-scribed with the namelJ 
of ship.s. (2) I,n the cases where a 
/town mark is present, or is implied 
by the presence of a type of mark 
MAIL ROUTE which has been 
identified wit!h a definite post 'Office, 
the post office is never t!he one in the 
place where the letJter originated, 
and is often at a very great distance 
from that place. (3) The town mark, 
if present or implied, ds either that 
'Of the post office from whioh the [et
ter was to be delivered, or that of a 
post office between ,the place 'Of 
origin and the place of destination. 

These observations lead to the in
ference that sUClh letters were oar
ried all or part of the way toward 
their destination by private hands, 
"outside 1Jhe mails," and in every 
case where sufficient inscriptions are 
present, they were thus carried by 
ship. 

We therefore cannot escape t!he 
conclus,ion that mail route letters are 
in somewhat the same category as 
steamboat, way, and ship letters, in 
that they Teaohed the United States 
mails by private hands, and spe
cifically, by slhip. But their categOTY 
must differ dn some respect from 
that of the other classes just men
tioned, because every post office 
whiCih was or may have been in
volved (New Y'Ork, Philadelphia, 
Savannah, and perhaps Providence) 
had handstamps in use at the time of 
these letters reading STEIAM and/'Or 
STEAMBOAT and iHIP. T,hey 
probably had WAY handstamp.s ~lso, 
but the present writer has not re
corded them. 

Further evidence that these lebters 
differ in some detail fl"om ship and 
probably from steamboat letters is 
fum.i'shed by the cover shown in Fig. 
5. The reader will observe that the 
New York postal elerk (had marked 
the letter SHI,P, then crossed that 
wOTd out heaVily with the same ink 
whidh he used for the rate m'ark, and 
applied the handstamp M A I L 
R'OUiTK Plainily, he knew ,that he 
had made a mistake and should cor
rect it. 

It need not disturb us that nearly 
balf our recorded covers ,bear no 
town mark whatever. Collectors who 
h'ave handled many steam, way, and 
ship letter,s have obsel'ved that at 
least half the examples of such let
ters which pass through their hands 
have no town mark. In many post 
offices it appears to have been 'a mat
ter of indifference whether they did 
or did not apply the town mark to 
sudh lettel'S. In other post offices the 
town m'ark appears never to have 
been applied to ,such letters. Tlhis 
sl1atement holds good, regardless of 

August 14, 1954 "* S TAM P S 

, 



whetiher the letter was to be deliv
ered from the office where it was 
turned in, or whether it was to go 
forward by regular mail. 

Since we observe a similarity, and 
at the same time a distinction, be
tween mail route letters and covers 
'bearing the other waterways marks, 
it becomes adV'is/llble to review the 
regulations concerning those classes 
of letters. Pelihaps those regulations 
may shed some light on the problem 
of the covers 'here being studied. 

Ship let'ter5 were first recognized 
by the postal law of Feb. 20, 1792, 
and the rates to be charged were 
there set up. By the postal law of 
March 2, 1799, the rates on ship 
letters were revised 00 6 cents if de
livered from the office where bhey 
were turned in, and the regular zone 
postage plus 2 cents (the captain's 
fee) if sent on farther by mail. The 
rate remained thus until slightly 're
vised in 1861, and considerably 
changed ill 1863, which dates are far 
beyond our present needs. 

Steamboat letters were first differ
entiated from ship letters by the 
postal law of March 3, 1825. The 
law provided that the captain of a 
steamboat not employed in carrying 
the mail, wlho b!'lought in letters, 
should 'receive 2 cents each as his 
fee. We do not find a definite state
ment that the 2 cents 5hould or 
should not ibe .collected f!'lom the ad
dressee. A study of letters marked 
STE'AMBOAT in the years follow
ing 1825 shows that some post
masters added the 2 cents to the 
postage, which in bhose day,s was 
usual!ly colloot (especia:lJy on letters 
reaching a 'post office by prhnate 
hands), while others charged only 
regular zone po'stage. Not untiJ. 1855 
did P.L.4-R. definitely tell the post
masters what to do about the extra 
2 cents. 

'.Vhe postal law of March 3, 1845, 
states that the rate to be Charged on 
a steamboat letter was to be the 
same as H the Iletter ,had been carried 
"in the maiJ." for its entire journey. 
P.L.4-R . for 1852 contains a lengthy 
and detailed chapter on Ship and 
Steamboat Letters, in which the pro
visions from ~he law of 1845 are re
peated, and a further complication is 
created for the long-suffering and 
not 000 well educated postmasters of 
a century ago. If a letter W81S car
ried "outside the mails" over waters, 
a part of wihich had been declared a 
post road, ship letter ratC5 were to 
prevaH; but if canied OVeT waters 
the whole of which had been de~ 
olared post roads, regular inland 
postage should lbe charged. '}'Ihat aN 
sounds simple; but in the appLica-
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tion, certain troublesome questions 
arise. Since this chapter of P.L.4-R . 
was an attempt to clarify existing 
pTactices, it may have a bearing on 
the meaning of the mark MAIL 
ROUTE. 

Ship letter postage was 6 cents to 
tlhe port of arrival, and zone postage 
plus 2 cents if the letter was for
warded by maH. Question: W/lIS the 
zone postage to be reckoned for the 
whole distance, or only for the dis
tance which the letter traveled by 
mail? On steamboat letters, P.L.4-R. 
is clear on thi.s point; on ship letters, 
it is not. 

Steamboat letter postage was the 
regular zone postage for the whole 
distance, and the captain received 2 
cents per letter, just as did a ship's 
captain. Question : Was the 2 cents 
to be added to the zone postage? On 
ship letters, P.L.4-R. is clear on this 
point; on steamboat letters, it is not. 
It is not surprising that we find 
practices differing at different post 
offices, and at the same post office at 
different periods. Even to us, with 
the advantage of the perspective o.f 
a hundred years, it is well-nigh im
possible to. decipher what the law 
probably intended. 

Steamboats carried way letters, 
also-----provided the steamboat was 
carrying mail in closed pouches un
der arrangement with the Post Office 
Department. Suoh letters, picked up 
just before ,leaving or at an inter
mediate stop, if brought to a post 
office by the captain, entitled him to 
a fee of 1 cent. By the postal law of 

March a, 1825, the extra cent was 
added to the postage, although S'Ueh 
'had been the practice for fully a 
quarter of a century previously. In 
the last days of the year 1852 a con
troversy between a patron of the 
New Orleans Post Office and the De
partment resulted in a ruling that on 
way letters brought by steamboats 
the extra cent should not be added to 
the postage, but should be paid out 
of the gener8!l revenues of the De
partment. At all times the postage 
rates to which the extra cent was 
added were the regular zone rates of 
the period. 

Having mentioned the zone rates 
several times, and Dbserving that 
they must be a part of our discussion 
of the rates on mail route letters, we 
here give a list of such rates. 

1816-1845 
NDt over 30 miles...... 6 cents 
30 to. 80 miles... . . . . . 10 cen ts 
80 to 150 miles ........ 120 cents 

150 to 400 miles ........ 180 cents* 
Over 400 miles ........ 25 cents 

* Raised in 1825 to 18;v,i cents 

1845-1851 
Not over 300 miles ..... . 
Over 300 miles ....... . 

1851-1852 
Not over 3,000 miles 

5 cents 
10 cents 

3 cents prepaid, 5 cents collect 
Over 3,000 miles 

6 cents prepaid, 10 cents co1100t 

When we attempt to reconcile the 
rates found on the covers with the 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
Since we have been advertising in "STAMPS" we are supplying 
hundreds of satisfied customers in the U S. A. and Canada with 
BRITISH COLONIALS either through our -NEW ISSUE SERVICE or 
from offers on our *FORTNIGHTLY LIST. 

-NEW ISSUE SERVICE-By joining this Service you will receive every 
month (by air mail) new issues of the Colonies you collect to a 
face value to suit your own requirements. Perforation changes. 
shades. Postage Dues & Officials are optional. The cost is only 
a small commission on face value. 

*FORTNIGHTL Y LISTS-A teD page list of offers of obsolete material 
as well as current and new issues at competitive prices. Catalogue 
numbers quoted are from Stanley Gibbons and Scott. Send us 
your name and address and we will place you OD our mailing list 
to receive these regularly. 

We supply only BRITISH COLONIALS. 

Your personal check accepted 

E. S. JAMES 
APS 14814 RUSTINGTON-SUSSEX CPS 3229 

England 

233 



rates in the ahove schedules, we en
counter cOllsiderable difficulty. 

E a.'am ple 1. From N'cw York to 
Boston is between 150 and 400 mi,les, 
which is evidently the distance 
charged for. 

Exa1nlJle 2. Since we have no idea 
where the mark MAIL ROUTE was 
applied, we have no way of judging 
whether the distance from that place 
to Providence was between 80 and 
150 miles. It has been suggested 
that this mark may be the mark of 
Providence itself; 'but there was no 
way to justify a 121;2 cent charge 
for simply deLivering a letter from 
the Providence po t office to a citi
zen. 

In th e two examples just studied, 
the total distance could not possrbly 
have been involved, because the rate 
would then have been 25 cents; but 
in ome of those to follow, there is a 

possibility that the postmaster was 
following the directive to charge the 
same rate as though the .letter had 
been transported its entire distance 
"in the m ai.l." 

Example 3. From New York to 
Castine, Me., and from New Orleans 
to Castine are both 'Over 400 miles, 
S'O the 25 cent charge may have been 
'On either basis. 

Example 4. This one defies in
terpretati'On. T'he 1847 editi'On 'Of 
P.L.<frR. gives the river distance 
fr'Om New York t'O Albany as 144 
miles, which sh'Ould have c'Ost 121j2 
cents. If the total distance from 
M'Obi'le t'O Albany was being charged 
f'Or, it sh'Ould have been 25 cents. 
There is no l'Ogical expLanati'On f'Or 
18% cent. 

Example 5. 371j2 cents may signi
fy a dou'ble-rate letter, 2 x 18% 
cents, or a triple-rate letter, 3 x 

$2.30 will bring you a big package of pbilatelic odds and ends wor.th over 
$16.00 net, plus some interesting information re Canadian stamps 

Currency and silver please, mint U. S. and Canada, at face, also O.K. 
Add ISc if by cheque. 

Delivery of this offer Oll or before September 15. 

K. BILESKI ~ Station B. Wi""iDea, Canada 
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TERRIFIC VALUE FOR 
GENERAL COLLECTORS AND DEALERS 
WE BOUGHT OUT 2 EUROPEAN DEALERS LAST YEAR AND 
ARE STILL REMOUNTING AND CATALOGUING TillS IM· 
MENSE ACCUMULATION. WE KNEW WE BOUGHT THE LOT 
AT A BARGAIN, BUT WERE THRILLED TO FIND ITS VALUE 
WAS MORE ENORMOUS THAN WE mOUGHT. SO, WE ARE 
PRICING THESE STAMPS FOR LESS THAN WE ORIGINALLY 
INTENDED. IT IS SO VERY MUCH BELOW THE MARKET
IT'S SENSATIONAL. 

IF YOU ARE A GENERAL COLLECTOR (we d'On't have any 
selections by individual countries), WE CAN PROMISE YOU 
MANY EXCITING MOMENTS, WITH THE WONDERFUL 
VALUE IN OUR APPROVAL SELECTIONS OF STAMPS PRICED 
NET FROM 2Sc TO SEVERAL DOLLARS EACH. ADVANCED 
COLLECTORS WILL ALSO FIND MANY ITEMS RARELY 
AVAILABLE IN DEALERS' STOCKS. FOR A SHORT TIME 
ONLY, WE WILL ALLOW A SPECIAL DISCOUNT OF 10% ON 
EVERY PURCHASE THAT EXCEEDS $10 TO MAKE OUR 
ALREADY VERY LOW PRICES ASTOUNDING. 

OUR APPROVAL SELECTIONS ARE MARKED AT PRICES 
YOU DREAM ABOUT, SO RUSH YOUR REQUEST NOW. 

Satisfactory References Required 

SIDNEY D. HARRIS, MAHOPAC 8, N. Y. 

12112 cents because 'Of several sheets 
'Or end'Osures. But neither loca,l de
livery at New Yl()rk n'Or the distance 
from New Ol'leans to New York can 
acc'Ount f'Or either a 121j2 cent or an 
183,4 cent rate. N'O explanation seems 
to fit this c'Over. 

Example 6. Explana<ti'On same as 
for Example 3. 

Example 7. Neither local delivery 
at New Yl'Ork nor the distance from 
New Orleans t'O New YlQrk accounts 
f'Or a 12112 cent rate. 

Example 8. Same remarks as f'Or 
Example 7. 

Example 9. Local delivery at 
Philadelphia certainly could n'Ot have 
c'Ost 10 cents, S'O some distance "out
side the mail" was evidently being 
charged for. Not kn'Owing the place 
of origin prevents our attempting t'O 
fit the distance t'O a 10 cent rde f'Or 
30 to 80 mIles. 

Example 10. The Savannah p'Ost 
'Office plainly rated this either as a 
ship letter t'O the p'Ort of arrival, 'Or 
else f'Or a distance 'Of less than 30 
mi'les. The 30 miles may have been 
either its total distance, or its dis
tance after entering the mail. Not 
having the destination a\·ailable pre
vents 'Our c'Ompleting the analysis. 
Tlhe auth'Or's reference fi.Je contains 
n'O other COvers to an addressee 
named Woodbridge, from w,hich a 
p'Ossible destination might be sug
gested. 

Example 11. If we c'Ould show a 
picture of this c'O\'er, we could make 
the s,ituation much m'Ore clear. Win 
aN rea,ders W110 have Stanley B. Ash
Ibrook's One Cent Stamp of 1851-57 
please turn to pages 2'33 and 2>35? 

1'h1s C'Over differs radica.lly from 
~H the res t in tw'O respects: (I) It 
IS m'Ore than twenty years later than 
an): 'Of the 'Other.s. (2) It is the only 
mall route letter seen whieh shows 
any evidence of an extra fee having 
been added. 

In the :rbsence of an illustrati'On 
a verbal description must suffice~ 
!he c'Over bears a I cent 18,51 stamp 
III the upper left c'Orner, Hed on by 
the w'Ord MAiJoL of MAIL ROUTE 
the same 'handstamp sh'Own in Fig. 4~ 
Ill' the upper right c'Orner is a Mank 
space where f'Ormel'ly an'Other stamp, 
presumably a 3 cent 18-51, wa,s tied 
on by a Savannah town mark. T 'lle 
detaching of the stamp has carried 
away the date. There is a.nother 
strike of the same ha~dstamp MAIL 
ROUTE, and the letter is addressed 
t'O Mal'ietta, Ga. Mr. Ashbrook ex
plains t'O us 'On page 235 that the 
cover represents a prepaid wav fee. 
!t was picked up en r'Oute, dep'osited 
III the Savanna.h post ''Office, post-

(C Oil tilllled Ol~ Page 236) 
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u. s. 
Plate Blocli. 
Album 

Scott'. 

Spaces for all 20th century U. S. Com· 
~moratives, starting with the 1901 Pan
American Exposition set. Heavy.grade 
paper, more than 300 illustrations and a 
Scott Catalogue number in every space. 
Both Flat Plate and Rotary printings 
provided for. Hinged·post (#1) dark 
green binder bas room for extra pages 
and interleaving. Annual Supplements. 

$7.00 
(Pages only, $4) 

OrdtJr from your dealer today! 

SCOTr PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
580 'Fifth Ave. New York 36, N. Y. 

* * * * * * 
One Friend Tells Another 

THE HEART OF ANY 
BUSINESS 
M'Ost people lend support to those firms 
t hat have kept the written promise. 
Noone likes to <lend a friend to be 
disappointed. As the years gO by we find 
that more and more of the collections 
and dealer stocks we obtain are pur· 
chased as ·a result of strong recommen
da tions irom friends whom we treated 
properly in the first instance. 
Perhaps it is the small town manner 
we have managed to hold on to despite 
the tendencY of all business to be im
personal. Probably it is a combinatien 
of that friendly way plus the many 
advantages we ofter to owners of large 
and small holdings alike. 
Our position is rather' unique in that 
we have beCome a market place for 
everything. When we apPraise a holding 
we can use everything in every let. 
There is no necessity for 'giving away' 
valuable material because we can't use 
it. Hence we can and do pay mere. Our 
clientele is varied and among them are 
buyers for everything philatelic--irom 
ordinary material to the ,greatest rari
ties. If it has value we will buy it. 
Simple as that. 
Like everything else this information 
can be valuable or saddening. Better 
to recognize it new while it is still use
ful and can bring to you the results 
that yOU want. 
Our services are available winter and 
summer alike in fnll force. The time 
of year does not dim your prospects in 
any way. SilOPly ship everything here 
now for an immediate cash appraisal. 
There is no charge or obligation and 
YOU are sure to be pleased as have so 
many otber like owners. The pleasant 
experience of others can be shared by 
you now. 

Miner Stamp Company 
O'LD STONEHURST INN 

HARYEYS LAKE. PA. 
Phone: 9.6103 

p$ Of STAMPS AlBUtis , /0'" JON. AT ~owEST TRADE RATlS SU"'llls 
LISTS FREE TO THE TRADE . 

GROSSMAN STAMPCO. 581 SIXTH AV. 
INC. NEW YORK". NY. 
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Mark Mail Route 
(Colltillued from Page 234) 

marked, and the 1 cent stamp was 
cancellad with the M'A'IL ROUa:'IE 
handstamp. All marks are in black. 

If Mr. Ashbrook is correct in hi's 
analysis of Ex'ampJe 11, and tMs 
writer concurs in his explanation, 
the sfhip which ibrougbt in the letter 
WBiS employed in carrying the maN 
under contract, in closed pouches. 
That is the situation which would 
make "loose letters" picked Uip by its 
captain way letters, and way letters 
are the only category of letters 
which oost an extr.a fee of 1 cent. 
Tlhe date of this letter, bearing as 
it does an 1851 stamp, was evidently 
between July 1, 1851, when the 
stamps were is'sued, and the end of 
the year 1852, ,ylhen the 'way fee on 
letters picked up by .a steamboat was 
abolished. 

The writer now feels ready to state 
the hypothesis which the reader has 
probably already inferred, namely, 
that if the ma.rIk MAIL ROUTE 
means anything distinctive, it desig
nates letters carried by ship over 
waters, the whole of which had been 
declared post roads. 

As reasons for formw.ating this 
hypothesis, the following facl;s 
should be enume'l'ated: 

(1) Every cover which 'bear·s enough 
evJdence to make it useful for study 
was carried iby ship. 
(2) Every cover e~cept one shows 
by its rate mark 1J'hat no ship fee was 
levied, and the one e~ception is Jog
ically explaillilible. 
(3) The Post Office Deparbment was 
quite conscious of .a distinction be
tween letters carried over post roads 
and letters canied by otJher routes, 
as shown by the following refer
ences: 

The Act of Maroh 3, 1823, Sec
tion 3, states that aU waters on 
which steamlooabs regu,larly pass 
f'rom port to port .ghaR be considered 
and es'tabHs'hed as post roads. 

P.L.<tR. for 1852, Chapter 15, at
tempts to clear up questions regard
ing eX'isting pMctices, ibut due to its 
involved legal verbiage it does not 
succeed completely. Section 108 
'states that which we have already 
mentioned earlier in tihis artide, that 
if tJhe Toute is over waters, part of 
wMch are deemed a post road, ship 
letter postage is to ,be charged; but 
if the whole of the water between 
any two ports has been declared a 
post road, reguJar inland pos'tage 
will be charged. (U.nfortunately for 
this particular study, Section 108 
contains an illustration whioh com-

pletely contradicts the testimony oi 
over half the cover,s we have been 
studying: "Thus, the Mississippi 
Riiver, from New Or<leans to the 
mouth, is a post road; yet letters 
carried by s'hip between New Q1r
leans and any other port in the 
United States, are subject to <the 
usual ship letter postage." T ,his 
statement is made as illustration of 
a route, part -o.f which is a post road; 
yet our cover,s show that witih tihe 
single exception of Example 11, 
regular posta'ge was charged, no ship 
fee being added.) 

,Section 110 of the same chapter 
.further states: "Upon letters and 
packets received from the master of 
steamboats, on waters deemed post 
roads, the persons addressed willI be 
charged, when delivered to tlhem, tihe 
s'ame postage BiS if IJhe letters and 
pa'ckets had been conveyed in the 
mail overland." 

These references are mentioned to 
illustrate the argument that the Post 
Office Department was very con
scious of a specia,l category of ship 
letters, namely, those conveyed over_ 
waters ",'mch had been declared 
post roads. Tlhe writer sees in this 
distinction a basis for the mark 
MAIL ROlUTE. 

The writer is impressed with sev
eral features of the covers beal'ing 
the mark MJAtI'L ROUTE and the 
'regulations which may be the cause 
of the use of tihe mark: 
(1) T 'he apparently contradictory 
charaoter of certain repations in 
P.L.<tR., as weN as contradictions 
between the regulations and the testi
mony of the covers tJh ems e'I'Ves. 
(2) The d:act that only four post 
office·s on the Atlantic Seaboard 
found it neces'sary to have such a 
mark. How did other cities mark 
,letters carried under the same cir
cumstances? 
(3) Tlhe faot t·hat tihose fOllr post 
offices all happened to ohoose the 
'Same manner of expressing tJhe idea. 
Had some interchange of suggestions 
taken pbce wlhich led to the adop
tion of exactly the same W'Ords in 
,four post offi.ces? 
(4) The fact that no sautMx)Und 
letters have 'been seen marked MtAlL 
RIOl1TE. Wlhen the same ships 
made the return trip and picked up 
letters for MObile or New Or'leans 
along the way, what mark did the 
lette'rs receive at those places? If 
SHI'P, was ship letter postage 
charged? The New Orleans post 
office began U'Sin'g handstamps read
ing SHIP a.nd STEiA:M very early, 
before 1830; Mobile ·apparently be
gan using them much later. It is 
strange that Baltimore, Charleston, 

(Continued on Page 247) 
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Let Us Send You a Selection of 

BOOKS ON APPROVAL 
NINETEENTH AMERICAN PHILATELIC 

CONGRESS BOOK 
Now available on our special Approval Offer 

When we recently offered some of the American Philatelic Congress books on our special 
approval plan, the Nineteenth, which is the latest issue, covering the Congress of October 29-
November 1, 1953, was not included among them. We are now able to send you this, as well 
as others listed below, and you may 

KEEP THEM OVER FOR 10 DAYS-FREE 
The Nineteenth book includes the prize-winning article by John Boynton Kaiser on "The 

Basis of Philatelic Research", but this book has so many fine articles that many consider it the 
most outstanding of all the Congress books. Other splendid features include: The Treaty Port 
Issues of China by that well known student, Malcolm Johnson; Confederate Flag Patriotic 
Covers, by Van Dyk Mac Bride, whose excellent articles in STAMPS are themselves a recom
mendation for this one; The Bissell Correspondence of 1868-75 by another famous philatelic 
writer, Jere Hess Barr; French Revolutionary or Republican Calendar, 1793-1805, and its Postal 
Markings, by Carroll Chase. Guatemala, The Large Type Numeral Surcharges of 1922, by 
Joseph Mandos. The Purple Pagoda of Horyuji, by R. P. Alexander. A Unique Canal Zone 
Error, by Edward S. Conger. Lavender, Letters and Old Lace, by John D. Pope III. The Swiss 
Hotel Posts, by George W. Caldwell. Tohe Malta Post Office Before 1857, by G. P. Grabfield; 
and others of equal quality. 

The contents of the other Congress books appeared in our issue of January 9, 1954, but of 
the books offered at that time only the following are still available: 

o Fourth Book .......... .' ........ $ 1.00 o Twelfth Book .. ... ............. . $2.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

o Fifth Book ... ... ..... . .... . .... 2.00 o Thirteenth Book ............... . o Sixth Book . . .................. 2.00 o Fourteenth Book ............... . o Seventh Book . ......... . ....... 2.00 o Fifteenth Book . .. . ............. . o Eighth Book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00 o Sixteenth Book ...... . .. ... .... . . o Ninth Book ............... .. .. . 1.50 o Seventeenth Book ...... . ... . .. . o Tenth Book . .... . . .. ... . ....... 2.00 o Eighteenth Book .. .. .... .. ... . . . o Nineteenth Book ....... ...... . .. 3.00 

USE THIS HANDY COUPON FOR BOTH PREPAID ORDERS AND TEN-DAY APPROVAL OFFER 

American Philatelic Congress 
Books 

These books. published by the American 
Phila telic Congress 011 the ocassion 01 
their annual conventions. contain im· 
portant, original papers on philatelic 
themes presented by invitation only. 
The articles a1'e of outsta.nding merit 
by experts in their respective specia.l
ties. a.nd cover a wide variety of per
tinent subiects . 

Buy Those You Want
Return Those Of No 

Interest To You 

rH.L.UND9UIS~UBLlC~IONS--~----
I 153 Waverly Place. New York 14. N. Y. Date . . ............... . 

l 0 (Prepaid Order )-Please send me the books I have checked. Enclosed ftnd 

I 
$ . . . . . . .. in full payment. 

D. (Approval Order)-Please send me the books I have checked "on approval". 

I I agree to pay for those I keep and return within 10 days after receipt those that 
do not interest me. (Payment for books retained is net 30 days) . 

I Name ................................... . . . .... .... ............ .•.• ...... 

I 
Street . .. . . ... ..... ....... . ............ . ......... .. . ....... . . ............ . 

City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Zone ........ State ... . .......... ... . . . . . L (Orders from New York City residcllts subject 10 3% CilY Sales Tax.) 

----------------------------
We regret that w~ight limitations on shippillg allti customs restrictions On orders outsitle the United States make it 
imPBslfible for us to send books "on approval" to Canadian and foreign readers. These are acce pted on a prepaid basis. 
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LATIN AIUERICA 
For toPical. popular and research articles; 
for complete new issue news. read the 
ran-American l'hilatellst. 

For application write 

Donald L. MacPeek 
314-Mth St. Charleston 4. W. Va. 

Hap Hollow 'Goes for Groups: 
$1 Groups $1 

Group A 
Group B 
Group C 
Group 0 
Group E 
Group F 
Group G 
Group H 

Flags, 1909-921 (13 Stamps) ........ 51.00 
Famous Americans, Ie, 2e, 3. (21 V.) 1. 00 
1936-951 (15 Stamps & Cipex Sheets) 1.00 
,952-971 (20 Stampsl' . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1. 00 
1972-991 (20 Stamps ...... .. ... ... 1. 00 
'092-1014 (23 Stamps)............. 1.00 
#772-777,782-784,785-794 (19 Sts.). 1.00 
1778, 795-802, includes Tipex & SPA 1. 00 

Order by Group Letter. Please 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Happy Hollow Stamp Co. 
100 So. Third St. Loulsville 2. Ky. 

Your Chance Mint U. S. 
AT THESE LOW. LOW PRICES 

Very Fine Sgl. Blk. 
314 Ie Green. imper! 1.25 4.75 
617-19 Lexingtoft set ...... 2.15 0.26 
620-21 Norse-American .... 3.05 12.25 
628 5c Ericsson ........... .95 3.90 
632-42 Regular Issue .... .. 1.45 5.50 
692-701 Rotary Issue ....... 5.95 23.95 
647-48 Hawaii set ........ 2.05 8.25 
649-50 Aeronautics ........ .73 3.01 
704-15 Blcents ... ........ . 2.75 11.00 
740-49 Parks set .......... 1.45 5.76 
785-94 Army-Navy ........ .55 2.25 
803-34 Presidential set ..... .13.90 55.00 

~~~:t~ ~;::"~u~o~e~ic'aDB':: 5 :~g 23.60 
909-21 Flag set •.......... .95 3.80 

Complete Satisfactiou Guaranteed 

BOULDER STAMP SERVICE 
323 Bellevue Drive Boulder. Colo. 

BAHAMAS - MINT 
Buylng Selling Buylnll Solllng 

Price Price Price Price 
S3/36 .... $5.00 $ 6.00 85/89 .... $8.80 $ 9.75 
37/41 .... 5.25 7. 15 90/91.... .70 .90 
42 ..... . .•. 50 1i.1O 92/95 .... 1.70 2.30 
43 ....... 20.00 25.00 96..... .. .75 1.20 
44/47 .... 2.25 S.OO 97/99........ .20 
49/54 .... 1.75 2.50 100/113 .. 6.50 8.25 
55 ....... 2.75 3.60 115......... . .20 
58 ....... 12.50 16.75 116/129 .. 6.85 8.00 
58/62 .... 4.25 5.75 130/131...... .10 
65/69 .... 4.00 5.00 132/147 .. 12.00 15.00 
70/83 .... 6.75 9.25 148/149 .. 4.00 5.00 
84 ....... 7.00 9.60 Queen Set ••.• 7.00 
BUYING PRICE: Prlc"" we are 110-.. paying ror 

the abo\'6 stamps. Send items yoU may want to 
sell and our check \VUI be mailed upon receipt. 

SELLING PRICE: Send U8 :rOUT order ror thoae 
Items YOU may want to buy at the above prices. 

Duke City Stamp Company 
2904 Monterey Ave .. S. E •• 
Albnquerque, New Mexico 

Best Value in 
All-Clear 

STOCK BOOKS 
No. 1151-Pocket. 4% x 5. 8 pages 

witb 5 clear strips. . . . . • . . . . . . •. 45c 
No. 115Z-Collectors; 16 pages. 8 x 

9 %. 8 clear strips . ......... ... . $3.60 
No. U53-Dealer. 10 x 12. 24 pages. 

10 clear strips ................. $6.00 

3.Ring Stock Pages 
1805.A-a clear strilH!. 1 side... . . .. 200 
1805B-8 clear strips. both sides. . .. 40c 

Otber interesting products. 
Ask 10r sample & circular. 

The Lindner Company 
211 E. Clinton. Bergenfield. N. J. 

S TAM P S '* August]4. 1954 

Mark Mail Route 

(C olltinucd from Page 236) 

Key West, Tallahassee, and perhaps 
other post offices on the seaboard 
between Philadelphia and Mobile 
did not need some way of designat
ing southound letters earried entire
ly over post roads. 
(5) The fact that no letters marked 
MAIL ROIUTE have been recorded 
between 1830 and 1851. Were- it not 
for the solitary example in 1851 or 
1852, collectors would have reason to 
say that the mark vanishes from use 
after 1830. Such a gap in the year
span of use of a mark is striking. 

One fact stands out prominently 
in this study: We do not yet have 
enough covers recorded to give us 
the complete pattern of the usage of 
the mark. The writer therefore sug
gests that this article Ibe regarded as 
a preliminary study, and not as a 
finished pronouncement. He needs 
more covers, many more covers, to 
arrive at more reliable conclusions. 
He requests from former and new 
correSlpOndents the loan of as many 
MAIL RIOUTE covers as possilYle, 
whether within the year span al
ready covered, or earlier or later, 
and whether from the same cities 
or ,from other cities. Unless special 
ciroumstances arise to delay the 
routine, ten days to two weeks wiU 
be needed for photographing and 
reeording a cover. The writer will 
underta·ke to report at some 'later 
date on the progress of tJhe study. 
Please send aU possible MAIL 
ROUiTE covers to Henry A. Meyer, 
516 Read Street, Evansville 11, 
Indiana. 

UNITED NATIONS 
STAMPS AT LESS THAtf 

FACE VALUEI 
• 1951 FIRST ISSUE 

(1, 1'/" 2, 3. 5 ••• I.) 
• 1952-5. (HARTER 

DAY COMMEMORATIVE 
• 1952-3, & 5. HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

~n~~e~df ~i~'sC?e~~ y 25j. 
tional values! You get ALL 8 'It 
or the historic stamps l!sted 
above - all in br!1liant mint 
condition - rarities of the 
future that beJonll on Page 1 
of every album! Their actual postage value 
is 25 ~2C - yet all yours for only 25c with 
our Bargain Approvals. Money back guaraDte~ 

FREE ! ~~~~p E~ci~~l~~~~~a ~f I~~~~~; 
~END 25e TODAY ASK FOR LOT 216 

ZENITH COMPANY 
81 WILLOUGHBY STREET, BROOKLYN I, N. Y. 

Do you have 800 ditto Salvador? 
Something new in stamp merchandl.ingl 
Collections of any Latin American country mounted 
on Scott Specialty Album pages with each IItamp 
priced separately. Sleepers and bard to get material 
included. Usual 10 days QJ)proval. 

Refereltces Essential 

L. J. HOROVITZ 
Sunnyvale, Call!. 

GERMANY 
SEND FOR FREE PRICE UST 

NEW ISSUES 
Available on 14-da.:r approval basi. 

G. DRAEGER J..~ :Or:7rs.8M~. 

GOING UP! 
Yes. our Famous Americans are. but OUX 
PlRIOE IS S'lULL THE SAME on U. 8. 
859-893. 

Set of 35 mint. fine ........ . _ .•... $5.76 
Same. Very Fine ..........•.... 6.75 

Blocks. Fine ...........•...••... 23.00 
BlOcks. Very Fine .......•.....•.• 26.76 

If you have these send 10e for our U. S. 
Price List. 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co •• Inc. 
114 Liberty Street New York 6. N. Y. 

What do you require in 
AUSTRALIA? 

Commems .. Airs. mint blocks? Specialized 
selections. varieties? We deal exclusively in 
this interesting country and should be .. lad 
to bave your enQ.uiries; if you need 
"straight" stamps. our price lists. according 
to Scott or Gibbons. are free on request. 
We also issue a monthly list of special 
oilers and varieties. 'Wby not "Specimen" 
stamps te fill tbose high value gaps? We 
can ofIer. for example;-
£l #57. normal cat. $26.00 .... . @ $ .75 
£2 #58. normal cat. $85.00 ....• @ $2.15 
10/-. £1. £ 2. #127/129. normal 

cat. $98.50 .. ....... ..... @ $2.50 
:May we hear from you? 

ROBT. YARD LTD. 
"Australia Only" 

1 Sussex Court. Boguor Regis. Sussex, Eng. 

FO.Y?~ID!lCiE 
FOLDED PEELABLE 

roLDED 

20cPER ~ 1000 
100 fOLD-O COVER BINGES lOc 

FOLD.O.HINGE co. NILES 1. MICH. 

~ BUY .---
at the 

Sign of Confidence 

The triangular seal is your 
assurance of the promise of 
a fair deal in buying or sell
ing. 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' 
ASSOCIATION INC. 

05 Nassau st. New York 38. N. Y. 

BOSNIA 
and all the other European countries. 
Want lists for collector. and dealers filled 
by return. Bettcr grade Appproval books. 
too. Rarities. oddities for specialists. 

N. Y References Please 

At.iEXANDER BISK .~ 
280 Rh'erslde Dr .• N. Y. 25. N. Y. ~ 
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The 

A Market Place for 
C ollecfors and Dealers 

Classified advertisement.s are -&s.c per line 
(transient basis). 60 lines for $30 (on con
tract). All Trading Post ads, both transient 
and contract a.re payable in advance. NEW 
ADVoERTISERS ARE REQUESTED TO SUB
MIT T.HRE.E REFERENOES. Oopy must be 
r eceived two weeks before da.te of issue. All 
advertisemeut,s must be set in the usual "tyJe 
of this page. In figuring ad, a1low about six 
word.s to a line. 

Please be sure to mention classification 
desired when submitting ads for insertion 
in Trading Post. 

ACCESSORIES 
DEALERS (001 ;your letterhead) wrlte for 
our priee list of ~p &nd ooon Supplies. 
iames, 300 W. Main St .• LouinilJe. K;y. (tI) 

ACETATE enT6io;pe mount I for bloc" and 
eoyer,s. Sand lISo for samp!ee. Lam!>ert, 7839 
Hoover Ave .• Dept. Q. St. Loui. 17. Mo. (tf) 

AGENTS WANTED 
WANTED-If ;yon a<re 11. member of a stamp 
club and wo1llld like to .act al ou.r alrellt in 
• seuring lubscrip<tionl from felJow members. 
please write for details to Box A-228. 
S'l1AMPS. ~:>S> Wav...-l;y Place. New York 14. 

* AIR POST STATIONERY * 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE-Poland airma.il en
velope Sa,u,bri& 4.-. FREE to every new 
Iub&cribar. List. free. Lava. 854 Intervale. 
New York 59. N. Y. (tf) 

ALBUMS 
BIRTHDAY GIFTS - Mail him or her a 
beautiful New Sta.mp Album. Order now. 
Scott's Int<l'rnational Album. Part 1. .. $10.00 
Scott's Interna.tional Album. Part II. 12.00 
Scott's Inte.rnatio-nal Album. Part III 10.00 
Ma.ster Global AJbum .. .. .......... 1,5.00 
Master Global Album, '!IUppl. 1952 .. 2.<50 
Ma.ster Global Album, suppl. 19&3 '" 2.50 
Oomprehensive WOl'ldwide Stamp Album 

(ISpace lor 30.000 stamps) ••..... 7.9& 
ScoWs Na.tional Album. U. S ....... 10.00 
"Wlhite Ace" Educator Album. W·wide 5.50 
New Ambassador Album, worldwide .... 2.95 
Scott's Loose L&a.f Album for U. S... 2.50 
Lindner U.S. Hingeless Display Album 

Oommemoratives and Airmails ..... 
Scott's 1\1154 Stand'ard Oatalo-g, Vol. I. 
Scott's 1~54 ,Standa.rd Oa.talog, Vol. II 
Scott's 19<54 Specia.lized Oata10g .... 
Empire U. S. Plate Block Album 

P .. ges fQr 1<91,g-1~37 ........... . 
(P'ages for 1938·1~52 ....•......• 

U,S. Gold Stamped Binder ........ . 
Stock ,Sheet.s. 8)1. x 11 .. ...... . doz. 

14.50 
4.00 
5.00 
3.50 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.20 

(Will fit any 3·ring binder) 
White Ace Oortma.tion Pag·es........ 2.00 
White Ace CorO<llation Binder....... 3.50 

Scott Speojalt;y Albums 
1~54 Editions 

(Oomplete Albums) 
Great BTitain, British Burupe, Oceania 
Bribi .. h Am"",i"" ......•............ 
British AtTica •. . •................ 
British A"ia (IDOW in two binders) ... 

13.00 
12.00 
13.00 
17.00 

1951-1954 Supplements 
#15 Grea.t Britain, .. tc. . . .......... 1.75 

115 British America ......•....... 2.00 
15 Br~t!8h Af~ic.. ...........•.... 2.00 
1,5 Bl'lbsh ASI.. .................. 2.715 

A bee gift with each purcha.se of 100 U.S. 
commemDratives. All diff. st8llllPS with each 
,pUl'chase. Stamp AJbums mailed postage pre
paid in United States. Canada and DUr Armed 
Forces overseas. Send check Or money order. 
Fr8IDklin Stamp 00., 53 E. Main St., Rwhe.s
ter 4, N. Y. (1144*114.8) 
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** APPROVALS AA 
GERMANY: CDlOIDiea. offi<l6.B, stat&s, affiliates. 
Singles. ..t.a-mOolltly )I.-~ catalog. Requ&lOl 
!>etter gra.de approT<&is---12 page list. 3c. 
Myer .. , 251-14 Van Za.ndt, Little Neck, N. Y. 
FREEl WORLD'S 10 UGLIESTI W'8<ird 001-
ors, va1uable cut de8'i~n. Send 80. p08~ge I 
F. L. Norris & 00., Milwauloee 7oA2, Wis. 
FRDNCH COLONIES - 12,000 varletle.1 
M. Sneiders, Box 275. S ... ttle 11. Wash. (tf) 
ADULT COLLECTORS' ATTENTION -.A.n 
.. pproval Bervice to build your colJection into 
a showpiece. T .. ke it out of the ordiIDa.ry. 
65.000 va.rietiea including commemor .. ti~ 
lnint <8Jld used oos.tJing .. s aow as one cent 
each. ,Send tor ' .. selection bod .. y. Xi ... l)orq 
Jacobs, P. O. Box 181B, .Edgewood 5, R. I. 
95.000 VARIETIES mounted by countries. 
incl. 45,000 dill'. a' 1c to 5c eaoh. Regardie.. 
", .. talog. Sneiders, Box 275. S·ea.ttJe 11, Wash. 

ISRAEL, 25 DIl'F. for ONLY 25c 
Barg·ainful approv,als acoompa.ny. Dresel. 
Box 270-Y, New York 25, N. Y. 

LIQUIDATION BARGAIN 1 Unsorted, un
mounted aecumulation& of better l!il'Me odds 
.. nd end" <&t 20. <leach 1 Oab .. i<lg v~ue ignored I 
Try them I You will W&ll't more a.nd more. 
Sneider.s, Box 275, Se .. ttle 11, Wash. (tf) 

YOU WILL LIKE our gi~t pa.cket. Send 
n .. me now. P<>&tJal card wi1l do. Drakeco. 
44115·B S. Txoy St., Ohicago 3,2. ill. (tf) 

PERSONALIZED <&pprov..:la you too will like. 
Frenkl • ..s04. 4Sth St .• Woodside. N.Y. (1144) 

SPEND PENNIESI NOT DOLLARS I Thou
sand.s of fueUl.a.ting stamps to ehooae from 
our Ie -and 20 .. pprow.:ia. No premiums' 
J1l6t hO!llest values 1 P .. t A. Knowles, Box 
2,247. V'&n Nu;y .. , OaJif. (tt) 

GIANT APPROVALS: Book of 1.000 Penny 
.. t6mpa. 410 etarnpa--1)1." np, S eets. Wahl'. 
Sta.mp Exchange. 7000 W. ]1r.:ru-agnt, Ohicago 
31. Ill. (tf) 

FAVORITE COUNTRIES? Single. and .. eta 
on , .. pprova:!; Scott numbea-ed. Bargain Spe
c'ala included. Cole. 43--F. Rinew ... lt. Buf
falo 2, N. Y. 

1c UP. World: list pack •• lots. Andrewe, 
19,005 Lumpkin, Detroit 34. Mich. (1147) 

APPROVALS. of course, w<a.nt lists Of you 
'Prefer "our' I countries. &eferences with 
preferences, please. Ram1!ay, Brainard 3. N. Y. 

(tf) 

60% OFF CAT. Approvals by countries. Shar
rott, 1039 Grassmere, Far Roe'kaw .. y 9<1, N.Y. 
BETTER GRADE General Foreign listed in 
ISc<>tt. Yol. 1, 2, 3 from 1c-50 cent.s on ap
proval. Refeo-ences. Palms Stamp 00., Los 
Angeles 35, Oal. (1144*1146) 
FREE-50 different, with a.pprovals. Fah
sing. Dept. E, A tascadero, Calif. (tf) 
SPECIAL 1 9 difDerent Pol .. nd cataloged at 
$1.16, only 10c. Approvals. Littleton St .. mp 
Co., Littleton D11, N. H. (1144*1147) 
MINT-Theodora Sta.mp Co., Box 123( Jam
aica 31, N. Y. 1'144) 
WHY SPEND DOLLARS for <Stamps i Woe 
can supply your wa.nts for PENNIES. Books 
of 500 or 1,000. Irving Axel. 94 Sheriff St., 
New York 2, N. Y. (1144) 
NIGERIA. Queen Eliz .. beth, 6d and 1/ used, 
10c A'pprova1s. Jeff Fussell. Box 2632. New 
Orlea'ns, La. (1144) 
WHY LOSE YOu:R HEAD because of high 
prices. Try our fOT'e'ign approvals at )1.-% 
off c .. t&log. 100 different ror 10" and ap
proval selection. St .. mpland, P. O. Box t>34, 
Fairfield, OaHfornia. (1144) 
HALF CENT EACH , .. nd up. FON>ign o~y. 
Adults. Referenee. lD.eeeNary. F. Gu&ri.n, 168 
Sanford St .• E ... t O:!'a.nge. New Ju,sey. (114.7) 

AUCTIONS 
JAP. OCCU. BR. ASIATICS Auct. 08lt. free. 
Omdr. Bowie, ,St. George· ... Bermuda. (l!147) 

CANADA & BNA 
DETAILED PRICE LIST - Oanada, New
f·oundland; also <p1ate blocks, free on request. 
F. Langer. 432 W. Pender. Vancouver, B. O. 

COINS 
FREE-Foreign coiThs, ·bank notes a.nd large 
iUustr .. ted coin c .. talog to .. pproval service 
applic .. n ts. Send 3c postage. T .. tha.m O<>in 
00., SpringfieJd t>5-. Mas,s. (tf) 
WE ARE LARGE BUYERS of U. S. coins; 
goJd, large currene;y. etc. Ship fo:r <>ar best 
cash of!\er. James Incorporated. 300 W. 
Main St., Louisvil1e, Ky. (<tf) 

** BRITISH COLONIALS ** 
MINT OGlOluiaJa .. t ta.ce valu,e. L<>ts ,5 up. 
H. Gaff"", 10 Russl111 Grove. Brlatol 6. Eng. 

(,'0 
USED BRIT1SH Empire selections on approv
al. Fine copies a.nd fair p.ricea. GeorIrB Ru&
&e1l, 10 Maim Rd .• No. Readling, Mus. (1145) 
PRETTY BRITISH COLONIALS from W: 
Indies, Asia, Atrica. O<:eania. ,,<>nsistinlr of 
pictoria.ls, new issues, -commelIllS., Kingqueen. 
head.s. current obsoletes • .A.ll diff.; 1.50. $1.00; 
300. $3.00; 500. $5.00; 1000, $12.00; 2000 • 
$35.00. Mirtures: 1000, $4.00; 2000, ,7.00. 
J. A. Alexander, B266, GeorlrBtown, British 
Guia.na. (1147) 
AFRICA: Wllly Slend the collector of the state. 
repeat order" for 'Our assor<tment of 50 nice 
Stamps from Swaziland. Basuto<l .. nd, Bech
uanaland, etc.! only for the nice .... sortment. 
Every month a new assortment. Try a lot 
$1.00. Write Airmail. F. Stein, Box 5663, 
Johannssbur.g, Africa. (1144) 

COLLECTIONS 
FOR SALE 

O .. t. 
75 ,S.W. Africa. #81·158 cpl.$83.S.& 
84. Bechuanala.nd, 1886-H138 &0.9& 
&6 + 3 B10cks 4---ffi'iji... 60.7'& 
74 Oe;ylon. 1886-1935..... 44.'60 
92 Niger COa&t. incl. dupl. 

Net 
@$20.00 
@ 14.00 
@' 15.00 
@ 11.00 

cancel, etc. .......... 79.1,& @ 20.00 
288 Ron-mania. 1,872-1927. 71.7,5 @ 15.00 
260 Roumania, 1906-48, 

.8emi-Post .. la .•........ 69.10 @ 20.00 
378 Russia. 20th. indo 45 

cpl. seh ............• 
68 Russia Office. Turkey .. 
·93 Serbia ........• ..... 
68 New Hsbrides, Fr ..... 
32 N. G. Post. Di.st. + 

68.20 @ 
<>4.10 @ 
62.50@@ 
44.10 

20.00 
11.00 
10.00 
13.00 

Germ&n;Y #29-51....... 52.'50 @ 9.00 
33 Sax","y. cpl. less #1. . •. 101.60 ! 18.00 
69 Wu.rttemberg.......... &:>5.50 35.00 
42 Ger. E. Africa........ 86.70 21.00 
Rmhle, ,g Gedney Terrace, White P,lains, N. Y. 

(1144) 

CONFEDERATES 
MY NEW BOOK now :reM;y. Printed by Diet • 
Pres~. :NQ eh .. rge. Stor;y Oonfedoerate Phila
~6Iy. What Oomedel'ats ",tamps 6re worth 
· .. nd will be worth 'a.nd why. Raynoo: Hubbell. 
Griffin, Geoo-gi... (tI) 

*~*=-_____ C_O_V_ER_S ____ ~~. 
WORLD WAR II p,,&tal History Oovers< pub
lications. Lava, 854 Interva.le, New York 59. 
JUST IN--'$8,000 collection of foreign cover8 
and stationery. While they last .. pprovals by 
country or speci .. lt;y. References please. Al
bert Gold, D1, RFD 2, East Greenwich, R. I. 
COVERS ON APPROVAL. What d·o you 
need 1 Accumul .. tions bought. Ed W.intel's, 
Box 151, S t .. ten Island 1, N. Y. (tf) 
U. S. COVER Approvals. Civil War, Western, 
General. N .. me ;your speciaJty. Ref. please. 
Jos. H. 5tr, .. uss. 116 NIllIssau St .• N. Y. O. 

EXCHANGE 
SHARPEX EXCHANGE-Adults olrl;y. pleaae 
give '8lllpioyment, ,b&nk references. Ohadea 
H. Sha.rp (A.SDA, AP,S, 'SPA. NPS). 10 West
dale Ave., Daly Cit;y • .()alifornia. (tt) 
EXCHANGE ....... Stamps. univ8l1se. Parti~ulars . 
foree. EJ<ch",ng<el's. Bry 1<68, Seine. France. (<tf) 

BRITISH W. I. MIXTURE. 70 Pictorials 
given 10r a50 U. S. Oomms., 'on or off paper. 
R. Morey, 63 .A.bbott. SpringfieM 8, Mus. 

** FIRST DAY COVERS AA 
NEXT 10 30 fd ea.cheted covoer". *1. Herget. 
90 Arden. Buff,alo, N. Y. 

JOIN OUR ARTCRAFT COVER or ENVE
LOPE OLUB. S'e:nd Ior 1L1l1l6t.-.ated oir<:u.iv. 
Send l&c Mld receive single A.rteIraft Oovv 
of New 4c Lincoln issue. Linco.m Euhr.nge. 
Box 211.S. OhaItham, New Jeuey. (tf) 

ACETATE envelope mounts f·C>r cov"".. 60 
fQr $1.86 or send 3'&c f<>r "amp]"", La.mbelrt. 
78S>9 Hoover Ave .. Dept. Q. Rt. Louis 17, Mo. 

CORONATION F. D. Covers complete $87.50. 
77 Oovers on Artcraft cacheted envelopes; 5 
Cover,s tn>cd to comp.ly with Postal regula
tions-bala.nce are pencil addressed: S .. rawak 
Oover " ... heted "British Philatelic Assoc." 
M .. l .. ya, Mala.cca on plain envelope. Falkla.nd 
Dependency, Ca.cheted Brit. Phil. A"soe., also 
includes Air letter sheets to cQmplete a set 
of these F. D. Oovers .. t $37.50, lis a rem"",k
able feat. 'Send check or mO<lley order to 
Franklin Sta.mp Co.. 53 E. M'a;n Street, 
Rochester 4. N. Y. (l!144,*1l48) 

August 14, 1954 '* S TAM P S 
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DOBBY 
INTERESTS 

PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

EAlILY EVANSVILLE 
MSTORY 

EA.RLY OWO RIVER 
STEAMBOATS 

STAMP COLLECl"ING 

.M:ElIBER: COLLECfORS CLUB. 
S.P.A., A.P.S •• C.P.S. 

Dear Stan: 

~.----- •• u<c!) •• @-u •• -====--........ 

9fenry fA. rrYlel)er 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL IDGH SCHOOL 

REsIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE .II.INDIANA 

~.-======-- .. n.@. '®-n"-=======--'~ 

~- •• ~. '@.>-n •• _)
. PIllIA.TELl(; 

LINES 

SOUTHWESTERN INDIANA 
POSTAL HISTORY 

GERJIAN POSTAL HISTORY 

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY 
&: NAPOLEONIC COVERS 

STEAMBOAT COVERS 
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Thanks for lending me the six lillL ROUTE covers. I have listed them 
with all details, to use when I carry the study further. I had one reported 
by Maurice C. Blake, and two lent to me by strangers. If I see that I can 
extend myself a little before mail ttme, I'll remark further on them; if not, 
I'll continue it in a later letter. 

I'll try to find the book "Square Riggers on Schedule tl by Albion at the 
library. I want to find out whether the FranCis, the Orion, and the Russell 
were Holmes Liners, as well as those with states' names. Our stamp club is 
having some research done in Washington, and I can work in with other ques
tions these two: (1) VIas there a contract mail route by sea between !rew Or
leans and l~ew York in the late 1820,1~? (2) Did the lmes Line have it? 

Be 3c rate from California to the east by overland mail--I think there is 
no doubt that you are right, that such covers are very rare and are not appre
ciated because they are not understood. Here is a side light on it: When 1 
began to translate the Hawaii section of Ifohl.'s F.:andbook in 1941, I knew very 
little about U.S. postage rates. Dr. Munk had the rates pretty badly muddled, 
and he had the dates muddled still worse. :aut he made one statement which helps 
us a little, although the date he gives is wrong: "About the beginni:cg of the 
60 ',8 the U.s. fee for single weight letters from Hawaii !!t ~ points west gL 
CinCinnati, if carried in the United States by overland mail, was reduced to 
5c, includi:cg the 2c fo r the ship'.s fee. II 

That was when you and I began to correspond about our studies. I knew 
that a 3000 mile circle drawn from San Francisco would reach far beyond Cincin
nati, but I did not know that distance was computed the wq the mail went , nor 
by what route the overland mail went; so I could not verify the Cincinnati feat
ure. Vthen would you say it first became feasible to apply the 3000 mile idea 
to overland mail? The middle of 1859, as the "Tulare Becord" is dated, or even 
earlier? I am glad all this came up; because from now on, at every bourse, 1 
will be looking for covers from California to approXimately Iouisville, Nashyille, 
Indianapolis, etc., with 3c postage , if before Feb. 27, 1861. 

It is nice that you had Mr. Beck's cover. The L:>uisville fellows are very 
co-operative. I suppose you hold to your original suggestion, that the letter 
was remailed as a drop letter. You are probably right. 

Sometime later I'll be glad to see the color transparency of the triple 
15c rate to Han.tes. Not now, however, as 1 am rushi:cg headlong to get my cor
respondence and sorting of negatives, prints, and unassimilated covers done b.1 
tUne to go to the S •• A. convention, and as soon as I get back the pre-school 
conferences begin, followed inmediately by the h ctic ds\Ys of the opening of 
the new school year. I don't want anything unusual on until I am back in the 
regular groove of school wor~ 
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I missed the mail collection, because .eal Grabert called up. Ie were talking 
about going to the •• A. convention and abour Lorin arg's wonderful discover.y. 
Did you hear about it? You know the FO LLI (no state or terri tor.y) in 34 mm. 
circle, of wl ... ich ort Sampson s~s in his "U. • Terri toriaJ. ostmark Catalog, 11 

IIThis postmark with bottom word partly erased has been seen o~ on tinn. Terr. 
covers, but it almost surely originally read II IOWA-II Lorin ent to :rew York, and 
came back proudly displa~ring a very fine cover with superb strike "FORT NELUNG/ 
IOWA." I'm glad such a nice fellow as Lorin got it, for he is most co-operative 
about sharing his lmo,-,wledge and his covers i th other students. 

Since there is no longer any rush, let IS go back to the MAIL ROU'J!E matter. 
The most bewildering thing about the covers is the rates on them. They defy inter
pre~ation with our present knowledge. Besides the 11 covers I had already listed, 
you lent me 6, and I had 3 from other sources, making 20. Seven of the covers are 
addressed to New York and entered the mails at Ne York, receiving the .... ew York 
1AIL ROUTE mark. Of the 7, 6 are rated l~; the 7th 1s rated 37i--triple l2j-. 
ere is what bothers me: Under what sort of regulation could EmY of the follOwing 

letters be chargeable with lat cents postage? 
(a) An inland letter from ew Orleans to 1 ew York. 
(ll) ,A ship letter from .. !ew Orleans to ew York. 
(c) A w~ letter from rew Orleans to l~w York. 
(d) a drop letter dropped in the slot at ~~w York, deliverable through the window 

or through a box at New York. 
I can't see any way for any of these letters to be charged la} cents; yet it was 
done consistently at least through 1828 and 1829, and probably from 1827 through 
1830. ~eing consistent, a su~icion arises t t we may have to look for some di
rective to c:~ge that amount. If we ever fix l~ cents as the rate under those 
circumstances, that ill fix the home port of the mark on 'III:/ Ex.amJ?le 2 (the _ orse
sl10e mark) as ... rovidence. 

ere is an experience which I am sure you have often. Isn';t it amazing, what 
unhelpful ideas people ca."1 suggest? Regarding TJJ.Y Example 4, which was charged 18"c 
postage , Wlen the distance of 144 miles would ave made the postage 122~' several , 
people have suggested that the letter was going by land and perhaps the land dis
tance was more than the river distance. 

\'Te out here in the Ohio Valley know that the river distance is always more, 
end usually a great deal more than the land distance. Sometime in the l850'~ the 
postmaster general's letter book showed a letter warning that the postmasters must 
rate letters brought by steamboat with the river distanco, not ti_e land distance. 
The _'ud.son is a lot straighter tr..an the Ohio; but e bw that every river doos 
some sna.k:i.ng, and I ca.l1 't see any w~ for the land distance between New York and 
Albany to be more than the river distance. 

So far, all I can make out of the rates on the ~L ROU1~ letters is this, 
that I can't make al"JYthing out of them. It looks almost as if the.l c :.arged hap
hazardly. Three of those you sent me are to Danbury, Conn. From . .Tew York to an
bury isn ' ,t over 60 miles; the O$tage would have been 1 c; but t .. ::.ey charged l8tc. 
On the other hand, if they were charging from New Orleans to anbury, it would . 
have been 25c. aurice Blake reports one from New Orleans to Kennebu.nk, with ... Y. 
town mark and ~.Y. tAIL ROUTEI:la.rk, ra.ted 25c; he s~s the dista."1ce from N.Y. to 
Boston by the post road was a maximum of 257 miles, and from Boston to Xennebunk 
103 miles, so 1 t should have been 1 , but tr.ey charged 25c. If we had only' that 
one example, we would SS¥, "It is simple; they charged for the whole distance from 
-Tew Orlean" to Ke bUllk." Then how about those from New Urleans to "ew York rated 
l2jc? When we see one eJtSm]?le of a stamp or postmark or cover, we think we kno 
all about it; when we have seen two, we don't know quite so much; w en we have ....... s~ 
a dozen, we know that we don't know anything about it. Yours sincerelY, ~ 
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I·ir. Henry A. Heyer, 
516 Read st. J 

Evansvill ll, Ind. 

Dear HenlY: 

Aue. S;, 1954. 

ftlNRNED B) 

Herewith I am sending you six (6) IlHail Route" coverS 
and I hope they prove of some assistance in your reseai"tib work. 

1hen r 'L'/as att~i to make sone investi at ion of :this 
mark:i.ne a few years ago I had it in mind to llT'ite to fTashington "nd 
request information r~rding a nail route by sea between new York 
and Nm'l Orleans, but I never got around to it. This is a lead thv.t 
you might follow. 

Later I will send you the correspondence with Fredericks 
of New Orleans. 

If' you have a COPY' of the book, "Square Riggers on 
SChedule" by' Albion, you dll fi..'1d that all of the ships listed on 
these covers wore of the "Holmes Liner. of new Orleans . He e is 
another lead yeu could follulf - Did this Line have a U. S. l.faU 
contract? It \'las eviderrt1y a very wellt~ shipping company. 

Uith re!7l1l"ds -

Co aJ..ly Y urs, 

AUG 19 1954 
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ear tan: ,a,. ~ ~.--.( :d./~;';-~ # ";JJ.v 
Thanks for your card, wnicn came just after ~ .. 

I left for the ..A yention. I have looked 
up the MAl L ROUTE COY n t~ Knapp sale and 
listed them. Did yo _ i bl.y have either cover for 
recording and/or pho _hing? Juch is still needed 
about each of them. , I need the mark. On 472 
I see a misde!'!cription. 'l'he rate is not "50" as 
stated, but "56!" which is a miscalculation for 56 • 
As soon as I have enough new recording~ to help mc 
sec the situation, I'll write you further before I 
do another article . I intend to let enough time 
pass to get in all the covers I am likely to get . I 
A study like this is no good if rushed too fast . 
At the convention I had lunch with Arthur Van Vl1ss
' ngen and nn r with Towner ebst r. , I PiCkod~~ 
helpful sU€;"estions on other studies from both~ 



Mr. Stanley B. A~hbrook, 
P. O. Box 31~ 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 
D 
Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

May 17th.~ 1954. 

Thank you very much for your attention to the tamps 
which I s nt to you for checking. I am nclosing my check in 
your tavor in th sum of $17.50 to cov r your billings on the same. 

I am sending anoth r group to you for checking, including 
two of the last items s nt to you, it m numb red l l>and 17. It m 
17 I purchas d as 63 R 2, is this plating corr ct? Item ur, you 
nbted as Plat One Early and has some constant dot in the upper 
left margin. I hav si ce found another copy (Item 14) with 
id ntical markings, and it has the app aranc of a Plate 2 stamp. 
I do not know of any similar ~rking on Plate One, do you know jf~o~ 
the position of these markings? I ~hould like to hav the items ~,~ 
I am sending you at this time returned to me at your earliest ~~44 
convenience, since I plan to arrange an exhibit for the San J 

Francisco meeting and may want to pse so e of this material. 

A number of the it ms enclosed have been in your hands 
before but they are new to my collection. I am particularly 
interested in establishing all of th plate positions po~sibl . 
Can you also advise m how many center line copies from Plate 3 
have come to your attention since your book wa~ written, and a~ 
to wh ther uch copies wer from the Left or Right panes? 

I am enclosing the material ~ent to you e.cept for a 
trip of three, containing 99 R 2, in a separate envelope. Please 

cover such items with $500.00 when returning them to me, and an 
additional $500.00 on the enclosed strip. I am obliged to sen the~e 
in two lots because the limit of my insurance coverag is $500.00. 

I am also returning by separate registered letter the 
strip of three, Type la, which you submitted to me. I noted that 
this cover was in a r cent Harmer auction but did not bid on it 
becaus of th condition. Each of the stamps is damaged and while 
it is a rare item its only valu to me would be from a plating 
atandpoint, and I would not want to put that much money in such an 
item at this time. I hav told Dr. Alt r about th cover and he 
is not interest d in it, although I know he would like to get a 
v ry fin copy for his colI ction. I have not plac d coverag on 
thi~ item b cause I understand that your insurance c v rs transmittal 
both coming and r turn. 

PI a e excuse my typing as I am trying 
on Sunday, Sincer ly. 



I o1-N\ I ~'1 ' oJ <' k?Jb r 47'1/ l/eR 7 .£ Nfl ((J,f bQ.~'~J 
e)< ~f\~~ e A-l\ - ((p~ +-R.OIV'\ e~" ~ 
...\.k R. ... I - ·d .. l: ,gf- 1/ ( Rt ~ F&-v ~. I-P- <tf) t.J h -"hI e 

,Ip.J 1 I k \ '" E) , N It ... -sf. "".e.. --i-k ,.". -t- J".J -fJ., a) ~ 
I c::o Ps-~ V ~ ~ I ' '-'J Q '"' ( c( l. Ie. -e t <S ~ 4-v -e f<!' v 

S \oJ b ~ \ -t-.-t- 41 soN e e ~ S- , l. t 7 I «, '} h-r-J 4 10 '\ 

R 
(~R.l~)' , 

I e)<.~fl~~ IN II~""I -AIV~ oR. ck/7.e.~ 
ct)tJdrt\o~ e' 

Of{ A-tl + ~ I~ ~ Ft-N c( P (~~ <t- I fe""l . 

:JJ 'b M I (Ice. '" IIA,J IS" 7 D cJ tv" tI / c/ I el e 'IJ I. Ir 
-fIr7 N) -CAl I*e--o~ 

%0, ~ .5'1/ II /E.oJ:.'-.r?..Ji~ 'Nlrf/t,ilf wi 
,MfG 7VtllVI~ e;ctt-7vI.}/~ Ao~ ~II K, 
f /"ffe-S, --,. . 

~ 



y 22 , 1954. 

r . 
tr: 1 J • t 

if. 

r .r. ley: 

chac fo r 17.50 and 
th. r t trn " nt $ u r contly. 

t 

f 17th 

.y 

• 

Uoroi .L_y 01 r 

17th nC: I 
9ft 2 -

, 1ty 
in the 



· . 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear l~ . Ashbrook: 

July 17th., 1954. 

I sent you a number of items to check under a covering 

letter of May 17th., 1954. When you returned the strip of three 

containing 99 R 2 you said that you would be able to get at the 

other items wi thin a short time. Would it be possible for you to 

return these to me with your comments with a short time? Some of 

these items I may want to include in some material that I am going 

to try to assemfie for the San Francisco exhibit. I am quite anxious 

to have your opinion as to most of the items you have and asked in 

~ previous letter that you identify as many of the Plate 3 and 

Plate 4 items by noting their positions of the back, or, at least, 

the plate. 

In my previous letter, I advised that the markings on items 

14 and 15 appeared to be identical and constant, and otherwise 

spoke about some of the questions that arose in my mind about these 

stamps. I would like to have as much information as possible about 

the inquiries made in my previous letter. 

EO/M . 
airmail 

With my best personal regards, I am 

P. S . Do you have any of the items~ hand that I requested in my 
letter of May 17, 1954? ~ 

~--------~-----------
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Aug. 8, 195 • 

• Earl Oak]. 
Suite 200, Continental Bl .J 

408 South Spring Str t , 
Los • Calit. 

D Ur. Oakl 

cry truly 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

DO NOT STAPLE, FOLD OR BEND. 





Earl 0tkley, 
200 Continental Building, 
Los Angeles, California. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
33 North Fort' Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

DO NOT STAPIB, FOLD OR BEND. 

L:_ 







Hr. Earl Oakl..-, 
Suit.. 200 - Cont:1nent.al Bldg •• 

Loa ADgeles, Calif. 

Dear Mr. OakleTl 

Aug. 18, 1954. 

~ long last I am ret.um1ng herewith the One Cent 1851-
57 it_ contained in yours ot Me,- l?t.h last. 

I am encJ.o81Dg herewith a memoraa:l1a ot Of the 
am I ala charging ;your accoUllt. $13.l3 &8 per JB8DO. plus 
zmce due, total 7.44. 

I sa t~ eorr,r that I was forced to hold these items 
80 loug aDd otter IV apolog tor same. I resret to state that I w1ll 
baTe to decliM ~ future c0JJlli88ioDS such as this as it puts tar 
too ..eh or a strain 011 rq .,,-... 

For some months past I ha~ been compeJ.led to do just &8 
little plating &8 poe81b1e and in t.he months to come I will have to 
do n.1eas. 

With regards -

Since~ :yours~ 



. V"" ' 
No 1. This :;;tJunp shoWBver::r litt.l. to :1dentit.Y its position. theritore,. a . -
. h'a~ stamp to plat.e. In addit.ion~ he postmark cpver s up an idem.1.f7iilg feature. 
However, the positien is 12!:lt. and . have signed it as ,such on "the baCk. For 
plat.ing this 1J13 fee is $1.50. 

No, 2. This is not. 6f - ' m., rather 7L4 - SI.4. I have signed it on the back 
as such. The tee is $1.50. 

No.. 3. ' Correct. - this 1a 
i 

~ I have signect it as such on the ' back. No tee. 

No. 4,. This 1.& eithe* ~ o~ ».1. I wonted a couple or hours on this trying to 
det.ernune which but. had insut!1cd.eat evidence. I am. a bit inclined to belieTe that 
it is .lQl:l. - Not at all sure. I am charging you a tee 0.1 ~1.50 on this, in part 
compensation for t:bne o.ccupi6i. 

No. ~. Plate'3" but pla~e ~s:iti0D;., UDbown. No tee (signed on back) 
, r 

No.6. -'l'his looks like Pla 3 but. ).[ am not sure - no plate marks to identity it 
a Plate 2 stalnp. ;;, . _ . ' 

No.7. Due to absence ot p:tk-ttng ma s I was unable to P4-te thiS stamp eithe~ as a 
Pla~e 2 ' or a Plate ). , . 

~. Not p:t.atable (1) 
No.""Io. Notplat.ab1e (1) 

-
No. ll. I .. charging 700 a tee of 1.00 op this. 

. I 

. No. 12. A pogr impression - a. ence of m:v id.:atif':7'iJi teatures exceptei:iot.. 
. .~~=:=-.J 

; NOt , 1,. . I haven'to- done arr:r ' t4ng ot the lO¢' since 1,,5. IdIipelS or all uv 
material years a . I do no consider this an UJlUSual j Type II .... a lIIIIIIber or 1'081-
tiollS had top ~ines that we quite stJ:"ODg but did not I appear as recut. Perhaps a 
weak line over the right X be a bit unusual. provided it is COlU!l~«i.t. 

No, 15. Aire you Sure th 
If I did. then ' I was in 
of 1.00. - ' 

No., 14., ·This is~. 

t 

is the stamp that I previously marked . as Plate One Ear~? 
• beea.u&e this stamp 18.!:tlS. I am charging you a tee 

Not 16. Th1Spa1:r' is 16&2 - rag. 
No. 12. This is 63R2 - signed OD baCki I am. charging you a tee ot $1.00. 

No, l§. This is 99RlO .. 100m.O. I am charging )'"OU a tee ot 1.00. ~1s is not a 
.crack but a gaidesline tba,t; was drawn OIl the plate. 
No. 12. Ver:r poor .impression. In all probabilit,' trom Plate 2 - not worth plating, 

No, 20. This is undoubtedly a Plate 2 stamp. It coUld be plated by the gu.1de dot 
but. ~smueb as there are a number of UB" posit.ions, on Plate 2 With similar gU1de 
dots it would require a process of elimination, that h,the checking of all si.m1lar 
guide dot positions. The cancel :ia raost UJDIU.aJ., ~babq a homemade cork used :in 
sane sm.a.ll otfice. I .attach little signif'1.ca.nee to this Class. 

No. 21. Sl1rely- Plate one Early. I tail tD note aJV plating markS. 'the cancel is 
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very nice and I have no clue as to where it mq iraTe been used. 

No. 22. Type IV - Earq Print - lSS3 c:olDr. 

~. Bottom Row - nFn - this mq haft been one of the Plate 7 "F" eurla bub 
toO'jiOor an hlpr.aion to ~. 

Itt This is not an nF" 
2 AD "FA ~ too ba.dq worn. 

, • Yea - 5'7B&. 

~. ~ the th~ I jwige t.b1s 111 lfi!2 because of the dot at top left. !hie 
~ther poor 1mpoeeaion. 

GMI'-;- 'I.,.. Plate 6. ·1 will. f'lu"rdaJl the pl.ate position Wer (it e to locate), 

!c?e2f.. Yes. this is the Plate' crack ?Yd, .. earq priS. 
~ Ceat.r x.u. it .. haD PJ.ate .3 - a baat.y cbedo-up i8 Be ro 
lJ.at..ed actuaJ.4r ebow the cmter line -



Recap. 

No.1 $- i.50 
2 - 1.50 
4. - l.50 
8 ~ 1.50 

11 - 1.00 
15 - 1.00 
16 - 2.00 
17 - 1.00 
18 - 1.00 

12.00 

Return 
Postaee 1.1; 

:13.13 

Balance 
Due 
as per 
my letter 
Ma;y 22nd, 4.31 

17.44 
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PUBLICATION OFFICE __________ 119·121 E. Court St., SIDNEY, OHIO I -
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When requesting information include a stamped addressed envelope -
for a reply. 

Sabseriptio. Per Tear - ,1 V. S.; ,1.60 Ca."da: n .• Forelp 

JEatered a. oeeond el"so matter April 22. 1942. at tile pest ofllee at Sidne)'. Ohio 
onder the ad of Mareh 8. 1819. 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES LEWIS F. TUJU.Er 
Ad.ertlslDq Manaq.r 

Bate. are per eolamll Inch per insertion. Tranilent. 1 ineh $4.80: 2 ineh $7.80: a ineh $10.20: 4 Inch $12.00: II Inch $13.50. (Contrad rates lower.) 
Bates for larrer sp"ce and complete rate eard OD request. 

VI.OSING DATE for De" eopy or ehaa,e. WecJn.Bela)' 1I00n. 'or .. bU.at.o. soeGnd 
Monda), foOo"inr. 

There's 10 Place Like lome 
That is something we all learn anew year after year when we 

take what is commonly called a vacation. Just why we take these so 
called vacations is a subject fit for scientific study, but we doubt if the 
QUestion ever can be solved any more readily than the medical profes· 

sion can cure a common cold. 
Anyhow we had to make a trip to Sid

ney, Ohio for business reasons and naturally 
we tried to make a v.acation out of the trip 
by adding on some extra days and doing it 
all in one package. I just wish I would know 
enough npt to try it again, but I perhaps 
will. 

I spent the years from 1928 to 1948 with· 
out anything like a real vacation. Matters 
with the paper were such that I just never 
could get away for a couple weeks. It was 
not until 1951 when we took a trip to Hawaii 
that I really had a splendid vacation, one 
which I really enjoyed, but even then, when 
it was time to turn my face toward home 
and get there, I was glad of it. 

On our trip north we went as far as 
:auffalo to visit Marie's parents, and to Ro
chester to visit with some of our friends. 
While in Buffalo we took an afternoon to 

GEORGE W LINN go to the races at Fort Erie, over the Peace 
. Bridge in Canada. We got a thrill out of 

being at a track when a big daily double was paid to 20 different people. 
so the newspapers said. It was a neat $1030.90. Never yet been lucky 
enough myself to even pick a little one. 

Talking about taking a vacation or staying at home makes me 
think of when I saw in one of the stamp papers where Henry Harris 
of H. E. Harris & Co., stamp dealers of Boston had been on one of 
these Carribean cruises with his wife. I have often thought I would 
like to take one of those trips, so asked Henry to tell me about it and 
how he liked it. 

Henry happens to have lived a good many of his childhood years 
right here in Central Florida and knows this part of the state very well, 
so he writes back and tells me all about the cruise and winds up his 
letter by saying "You have a be~utiful home there in Howey, why do 
you want to take one of those cruises?" 

Anyhow, now that we are home again, as of August 1. I want to 
thank everyone who had written me and did not feel obliged to com
plain because I had not given them a prompt reply, which of course I 
could not do. I had a heap of mail when I got back and was able to 
clean it all up in a week's time, now I can loaf again and play with 
my stamps a bit. 

The weather has been a bit hot, but no hotter than many places in 
the north while we were up there. On the other hand we have lots of 
lovely cool days such as today. Right now the sky is very cloudy and 
quite a wind is blowing. I guess we are approaching what is called by 
northern newspapers, the hurricane season. I always did love to watch 
a good storm and look forward to that hurricane season with interest. 

Speakiag Of Experls 
When it comes down to making a list of Philatelic Experts, the 

name of Stanley B. Ashbrook should be near the top of any list. Too 
many so called experts are expert in anything that pertains to stamps. 
It should be obvious therefore that the man who devotes his studies 
and efforts to a very limited line is a man who can be looked up to 
as an expert in that line. 

In a recent letter Mr. Ashbrook says, "I haven't collected foreign 
stamps for over 40 years so my knowledge of anything in that line is 
zero-and this also applies to U. S. 20th. To the above I can add all 
side lines such as Revenues, Departments, Envelopes, Locals, Carriers, 
etc." 

But when it comes to early U. S. postage, there is where Mr. 
Ashbrook takes his place at the top of any list of experts. Among his 
Philatelic Material is the most thorough and complete lot of data on 
19th Century United States stamps to be found in the whole world. He 
bas diligently gathered and kept data and information on these stamps 
and on the postal history of the period until there is little that has 
escaped his attention. His data is so thorough that he can usually tell 
you when a certain postmark was first used, where it was used, why 
it was used and most anything else about it that you would want to 
know. It is knowledge and facts of this nature that enable him to 
readily tell if a cover is genuine or if a faked one, as so often is the 
case with some of the very attractive covers of early days. 

Stanley has all the lights, lamps and photo equipment to examine 
stamps and covers inside out and otherwise, there is little that is 
phoney that can escape detection at his hands. 

With such a complete array of material it is but natural that his 
services are in demand by collectors who have questionable items or 
by collectors who want to know about those lc 1851 or other stamps 
they may have. Mr. Ashbrook has therefore set up a service for which 
he charges a reasonable fee. He also accepts subscriptions to this 
service on an annual basis that permits him to give a real service to 
those who want it. Along with this he issues a special Service Letter 
which gives information and details not usually found in the Phila
telic Press. All in all it is a DeLuxe accomodation for the stamp col
lector. Besides the 19th Century U. S. referred to Mr. Ashbrook also 
includes Confederates among his activities and is recognized as one 
of the best informed on these stamps. I have known Stanley Ashbrook 
personally for fifty-five years and marvel at his ability in his chosen 
field of stamps. Interested collectors can address him at Box 31, Fort 
Thomas, Ky. 

Credil Where Credit. Is Due 
In a recent editorial in speaking about the early days of First 

Day Cover Cachets, we find we erred in crediting Mr. Leo August and 
the Washington Press with being the first to produce engraved cacheted 
covers. 

We are glad to acknowledge our error and know we are in error 
but due to the limited issue of the covers of Mr. Henry Grimsland of 
Chicago we had just overlooked and forgotten him. 

The record should be changed to say that the first Engraved Ca
cheted covers were produced by Mr. Grimsland for the Century of 
Progress Exhibition in Chicago in 1933. Thanks to Jerry Jarnick of 
Almond, Wis. for correcting us on this point. 
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pictured, we. bac ground of 
each flight and the value f~he 
various cancellation,: ~..-l 

The second book is "the 32 page 

marking~ supplies the back
grouno data 'for helicopter mail 
service of 22 nations, Included is 
the United States. p . 

Post Catalog with a 
3 Deutsch Marks (75c). 

Ils.cr", .. ·,,-·· some of the spedal 

Covers are card; printing is sim ....... ~!'!"'" 
ilar to that produced by mimeo
graphing. 

SHEET ALBUMS 

SImulated leather bInder with clear acetate pockets that hold 
100 sheets. slip case (as 1llustrated) (WeIght 8 lbs. ) . . .. ... . .................... $ISo"G 
Album. holds 50 mint sheets, acetate pues (Weight 4 lb •. ) . . .. .. . ............... 0.00 
Cloth looseleaf binder, glassine pockets, holds 100 sheets (Weliht 5 lb • . )........ 4.;:0 
100 additional pockets for album c IWelght 3 lbs.. . ... . . . " . . .. ............. ' . .00 
Mint sheet ttle, 24 glassIne pockets. heav)' cover (Weight 1 lb. . .............. .60 
File for plate blocks, 24 glassine double Dockets (Weight 1 lb.1 . . . .•••••••••••• .u 

Be),ond DeUver)' Area, Sblppin, Char,es extra. 

AVAILABLE AT THESE LEADING IT AMP 'DEP ARTMENTS: 
Marshall Field 8t Company Kaufmann's Stamp and Coila 
Collector'S Stamps & Coins Dept, 

Chicago 90, III. Pittsburgh, Penna 
Rich's Stamp 8t Coin Department 

Atlanta 2. Georgia 
GIMBELS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 

aard St. 8. Broadway, 9th At Market St., 
New York 1, N. Y. Philadelphia 5, Penna. 

West Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, Wis. 

r s U. N. Colored Covers 
Beauty to Your Collection 

3e and Be United Nations Da, Stamp 

October 25, United Nations, N. Y. 

Again Artmaster offers you COLORED COVERS for the new 3c 

and 8c U.N. Day Stamp. Each of these Covers is an original 

Artmaster design, beautifully steel engraved in COLOR on a 

100% rag content envelope. Only Artmaster otfp.rs you a 
FOUR STAR spel',,,l 

• Hand illustrated, original designs. 

• Masterful steel engraving . 

• 100% rag content envelopes. 

• Cachet in a color to match the stamp. 

Order your Artmaster U. N. covers todayl See your dealer or 
use the coupon printed below. 

20 THOMAS JEFFERSON 

and 

4e ABRAHAM LINCOLN COVERS 

regular Artmaster Covers, hand illustrated, steel en

graved on 100% rag content envelopes. These Covers are out

standing and will make a proud addition to your collection. 

- - - - -USE THIS HANDY COUPON-

FIRST DAY COVERS 

Mailed to you from FIrst Day City 

... 
I 
• I 

3e U. N. October ll5 I 
.... Single 20C .. .. Pair 25c .. .. Block (4) 30c .... Name Bleck (4) sOe I 

Be U. N. October ~a 

.... Slngle 30c .... Pair 40c .. .. Block (4) 60c . ... Name Block (4) 91te • 
2e THOMAS JEFFERSON, september 15 • 

.... .. Pair 20C ...... Block (4) 30c ...... Plate Block ( 4 ) SOc 
<Ie ABRAHAM LINCOLN. November 19 I 

.... Slngle 20c .... PaIr 250 .. .. Block (4) 350 .. . Plate Block (4) 750 I 
1. COIL, october 8 

I ...... Strip (3) 20c . .. .. . Llne Strip (4) 40c I 
4. AIR MAIL COVERS 

.... .. Pair 25e . ... Block (41 35e . .. .. Plate Block (4) $1 .00 
4e SERVICED POSTCARDS 
•. .... Slngles Only 20e each 

ENVELOPES ONLY 

For those who serTice their own Covers 

Se U.N. 
...... 2 for 15c ...... 4 for 25c ...... 10 for 5Se ...... 20 for $1.00 

. lie U.N . 
...... 2 for lSe ...... 4 for 25e .. .... 10 for 5Se # ... ... 20 for $1.00 

2e THOMAS JEFFERSON 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I ...... 2 for 15e ...... 4 for 25c .... .. 10 for SSe ... . .. 20 for $1.00 

• 
I 

40 ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
...... 2 for lSe ...... 4 for 25c .. . .. 10 for 55c ..... . 20 for $1.00 

1. COIL 
...... 2 for 15c ...... 4 for 25c ...... 10 for 55e ...... 20 for $1.00 

•• AIR MAIL ENVELOPES 
...... 2 for 15c . .... .4 for 2se ...... 10 for s5e ...... 20 for $1.00 

<Ie AIR MAIL POST CARDS 

• 
I 

I 
I ...... 2 for 150 .... .. 4 for 250 . . .... 10 for 550 . .. .. . 20 for $1.00 I 

The above prices are for envelopes of same design . Envelopes mailed 
3rd ?Iass, for 1st Class mailing please add postage. I 

NAME • •• • • •••••••••••• . • • •• ~ •• • . ••••• •••••••••••• •• • ••••• • ••• I 

ADDRESS ........ .. ....... .. . . ............ .. ... .. ..... . .... . 

CITY . . .............. . ...... . ............ . ......... .. .... .. .. • 

• STATE ... .................... . ............. . ................ . • 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED ... ... . ................ . 

I 

L 
______ ..1 



173rd Sale in Preparation 
UNITED STATES 
and FOREIGN 

Catalog Free 
LaurelWe & Stryker A 
l' JD. ODd 8t., New York 17, N. Y. ~ 

20th Century U. s. 
_7·., •. r. 1l11nt.. .$1.90 #SS9-93 lIno mint.. .$5.00 

Same, tin. ..... 1.45 #859-9:h.r. m1nt... 0.50 
".-50 '.r. mint... .90 .. 
1844,5,6 r.-•. r. ml. 1.00 ..,59-93 •. r. bloclr •• 

mint ........ 23.50 
,858-119 •• r. mint. .37.00 #859-93 Dlat. blar, 
tTOC·U •• r. m1nt .. B.OO mostly •. r ..... 48.00 
1'140.49 •. r. mint. 1.110 1903-107 Plateb1ar. 5.50 
1'168·85 mint .el ... 1.70 '909-21 name b1ox. 9.00 
1'185-94 '.r. mint. .65 #953-80 mint .gl ... 1.60 
1'195-802 plat. blox, 1953-80 1l1ote blar. 8.15 

•. r. .. ....... t.'~"~j8.0--........ 85 

THE S 
66 

19G4 B.N.A. 'CATALOG 
A. Complete 44-page Illustrated Llstinl' 

J. N. SI.SS4IMV: 
119 Wellln~ton West 

AT YOUR SERVIC 
WITH CHOICE 

A.k lor 
Li.t. 

.ISRAEL 
PHILATEUC 
MATERIAL ••• 

• WHOLESAL'E 
• STANDING ORDERS 
• COLLECTORS' SERVICE 

Israel Philatelic Material 
P. O. Box 2292 Tel Aviv, Israel 

U. S. WANTED 
Top cash Drlee (or your U. S. coUectfon. accumula. 
tlODS. job lots, etc. Need 1>18t6 blocks Iingles 
jb~t8. Do Dot need revenues, envelopes,' Beals and 
U . Either send a I1st with your best price or 

lend insured with best price tor my olTer Prompt 

In
reply and payment via return airmail. Sta'mvI held 

tact until YOU accept my o1fer. 

RICHARD J. BORDEN 
Box 14. Lake St. Sta .. lIIinneapolis 8, Minn. 

PHILIPPINES 
5
10
0 

Difr~reDt at ..... $ .15\ 100 Different at $2 50 
« ..... .85 150 • • .... . 

. 200 Different at ......... $7.50 .... 4.00 
~~ Dlff~reDt JAPA!"ESE Occu~tion at.. ...... 1. 00 
Have al/ COVERS .......... 3.50 

. . . Pnces on requ.est. 
MAURICE S. SCHWARTZ ~ 

638 West 10th St .• San Pedro, Calif. M 
293 DIFFERENT MINT UNITED 
STATES COMMEMORATIVE 

STAMPS 
EVERY &INGLE 1tIDNT STAMP ISSUED 

FROM t651 to #1033 
1929 to 1954-Clark to Eastman 

All in V. F. Condition. 
CRntains BicE!ntennial. Parks. F. A. Fl&l's. 
a Farley •. slDg-les ot each miniature sheet 

amonl' others for the 
BARGAIN PRICE OF $31.00 

Arranged nllmerically 011 af>Proval cards 
a"d sent to ycm '"sured Post Paid. 

Philip W. Burtner A 
709 "Washington St., Reading, Pa. ~ 
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1898 Provisionals issued by the Philip
pines. Any of our readers having infor
matrion on these issues are requested to 
write direct to Mr. Sheldon. 

* • * 
Dr. Carroll B. Chase, a keen student 

of United States and French stamps, and 
known to all of the older collectors, was 
recently operated on at Hahnemann Hos
!pital, 1515 Commonwealth Avenue, Brigm· 
ton, Boston, Mass., for a bone injury 
which he suffered in an accident in France 
some years ago. We eXitend our best 
washes for a speedy recovery. 

From the Collectors Cillb Philatelist 
we learn that Dr. Ohase has been award
ed the Lichtenstein medal for the out
standing work thalt he has done for phi
lately. It cer.tainJy is a well deserved 
honor. 

* * * 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, Jr., son of the 

well known student of stamps of the 
same name, is now an Ensign in the 
Navy and has heen seeing service on a 
destroyer in Chinese waters. His ship 
was part of the squadron that attempted 
-to pick up survivors from the Bdtish 
plane that the Reds shot down. 

* • * 
DOllglas Dittrich of Toronto, Canada, 

calls our attention to an artricle in the 
July issue of Liberty, dealing with the 
croticism tha,t has resulted from some of 
Canada's recent stamps. It is entitled "A 
Shameful Way Ito 'Sell' Canada", and 
cited for specific mention, of course, was 
,the 4c ELizabeth about which there -has 
Ibeen so much violem reaction. The au
thor repor_ted having visited the artist 
who designed it, Emanuel Hahn, and of 
Ihawng been shown by him "the original 
of the four cent stamp qu~te unlike the 
alleged facsimile sponsored by the Post 
Office; it was much better." When Alex
ander Barrie, the author, asked him how 
come he was not as angry as one wouJd 
eXlpOOt, considering all the cni>ticism, Mr. 
Hlahn replied, "Well, it's hard .to stay 
mad for monbhs, and anyway, I have 
tQ be caref,ul." 

* * * 
The National Geographic M aga:::ine for 

July 1954 had an al1ticle, Everyone's 
Servant, the Post O/fice, by Allan C. 
Fisher, Jr., and Volkmar Wentzel. It 
was accompanied by thirty-seven illus
trations, twenty-six of them in natural 
color. It is quite an extensive article, and 
covers many phases of the Post Office of 
interest to the collector. Our thanks to 
Robert W. Linley, Jr. , of Fairfield, Conn., 
for calling it to our attention. 

* * * 
LOlldon Cailing, the overseas journal of 

the British Broadcasting CQrpora.tion, for 
July 15, 1954, had an item by Norman 
Williams on Henry Archer's machine for 
,perforating stamps, and telling he was 
offered 500 pounds for it by the Post Of
fice and turned it down; "wisely so be. 
cause u,ltimately, in June, 1853, aft~r a 
Parliamentary Cornmitree had considered 
his claim, he was awarded :the sum of 
4,000 ,pounds. T,he odd thing is that 
Archer's machine was not used again. 
The Government contracted with an en
gineering fiMl to design new machines, 

Airmail Payment 
We are interested in purchasing 
ALL UNlTED STATES STAMPs-:. 
Mint and Used - Blocks, Sheetll, 
Plate Blocks, Collections, ACCumu
latlons--In Any Quantity. 
We deal exclusively in Unite<! 
States stamps-and offer a reason
a.ble cash payment tor wbatever 
material you may care to seU. 

THE POSTON CO. 
188 Griene St. New York Ill, N. Y. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
New 88-Pag'e PrlceUs' of Mint and Ueed 
sets and sinl'les from Aden to Zanzibar now 
available at 260 (deductible trom 1st 
order). Your wantUsta for the Briti8h 
Empire will be appreciated. 

JOSEPH F. NEGREEN A-
BOX S, GREAT BARRINGTON. MASS. ~ 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
33 Diff. Mint U. S. Commems ........... $1.00 
50 Diff. Mint U. S. Commams ........... 2.00 

100 Diff. Mint U. S. Commems ........... 5.00 
20 Diff. Mint U. S. Air Mails ........... 3.00 
60 Diff. Mint U. S. Reg. Issues ......... 5.00 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED, Very Fine mint 
U. S. Approvals & Price List Accompany. 

I . 5550 East 42nd St. Russe I Patrick Indianapolis 26. Ind. 

Fran(e & Fren(h Coloniel 
500/0 oft catalog on your 

individual stamp want lists. 
No Approvals! Order what yon want. 

LEONARD WALDMAN 
165 W. 91 Street New York 24, N. Y. 

UNITED STATES 
Used Hi·Valuss 

310 .. .... . $ .951421.. ..... $1.151460 ....... $3.95 
311 ....... 2.00 422....... .85 478....... .~O 
341 ........ 75 423 ....... 3.95 479 ....... 2.10 
342 ....... 4 .75 440....... .90 480 ....... 2.20 

Satis/actio" Guaranteed 

JACK O. KING 
808--17th St .. N·W .. Washington 6. D. C. 

ALL SCOTT LISTED 

30,000 Diff. WORLD Mtd. 
$360. 

Frank Sterling A 
Box 194 Edgewood, R. I. ~ 

AUCTION SALES 
Of Very Fine Materl&!. Also 

~IAIL SALES 
(For Everybody's Pocket) geld RegularlY 

CROSS STAMP CO. 
11111 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N. y. 

10% Discount on Orders Over $10 
Mint Mint Used 
Blks. Sing. Sing. 

CI-3 6c-24c 191B Airs ..... $47 25 $ll. 70 $6.75 
04-6 8o-24c 1923 Airs..... 42' 60 10.65 5.29 
07·12 5c-2OoI926-30Airs .. 8'14 l.BO .79 
C13-15 600·$2.60 Zeppeli;! .... 437:50 102.50 83.75 
CI6-17. 19 50-8c Globe All'S... 2.B7 .72 .14 
CIB 5OoChicngoAir ...... 2400 6.00 5.15 
C2(}'24 200-500 1936-39 Airs.. 11 : 52 2. 87 1. 09 
C25-32 50-500 Large Plane... 9.09 2.30 .50 

We are in the market to purchase U. S. and Foreign 
in aingle items. collections and accumulations. Postage 
purchased. 

Wa1lt Lists Filled. Catalog Upon Request. I 

Jolm Balter &: Co. 
168 West 46th St. New York 86, N. Y. 
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Old Sleuth 
A. J. Paul, 4315 Alice Avmue, Austin, 

Texas, sends us a meter cancellation 
from San Marcos, Texas, Wlith the slo
gan "Mailed Under Water at Aqua
rema," and the figure of a girl mailing 
a letter under water. Mr. Paul says he 
will be glad to accommodate coHectors 
desiring ,this meter. Send blank enve
lopes accompanied by 3c, or 6c i<f wanted 
by anr, in coins or mint U. S. stamps, 
plus 1c for forwarding for each cover. 
T·he year date '64 appears in t>he meter 
Mr. Paul sent, but he says he is sure this 
will he corrected. 

* * * 
The Aiugust 1954 issue of Fortu~le car-

rues an ad of the Aero Service Corpora
tion of Philadelphia, Pa., featuring pic
tures of stamps and headlined "Save the 
Stamps for Johnny." Each morning the 
company's mail room gets hopeful calls 
from Aer.() staff members whose young
sters are collecting stamps, the ad states, 
and they are never disappointed, for dis
patches arl'ive daily from Aero clients 
and crews in distant lands. Of course, 
there is a tie-in between this and the 
message the ad is intended to carry to 
readers. Our thanks to Samuel Shaskan, 
of Kingston, Pa., for 'calling this to our 
attention. 

* * * 
Grady W. Manley, of Brookshire, 

Texas, sends us a clipping from the Asug
ust issue of Photography magazine con
cerning the Eastman commemorative 
stamp issued on July 12, 1954. 

* * * 
A reCeRt issue of United States News 

Slid World Report stated t:hat the Intern
al Revenue Service, in its first published 
ruling on i,he question of losses on the 
sale of stamps, decreed tbM an individual 
may deduct sU'Oh losses m incurred in a 
trade or business or in a ,transaction en
tered into for profit. However, an indi
vidual collecting stamps as a hobby is 
not in business or co" Jln,- them for 
profit; therefore, it WOll .1 ? ' .r that tJhe 
implication i~ that loss{ ,aId not be 
deducted unless the collec'J{ could prove 
that he bought his stamps for investment, 
although the ruling did not comment on 
the tax consequences in the latter in
stance. 

Similar information appeared in the 
Wall Street J ourtlal, we learn from Van 
Dyk Mac Bride and George B. Wray. 

* * * 
Theodore Sheldon, 209 S. State S t., 

Chicago 4, Ill., who specializes in the 
issues of <the Philippines, is making a 
particular study of the Island of Negros 

U. S. PLATE # BLOCKS 
Collection or 40 Different V_All tor $6. ~O 
Include.: 1907-S. 930-32. 36. 39. 40, ~3, 60-2, 
#64. 67 -9. 971-B. 97~-6. 97S-9. 984-~. 9SH6, 
#99S-999. 
Airmail Plate. B10ckl .. . All 10 - $~ . OO 
'025, 32, 33. 34, 85. 89, 40. 42. 43. 45. 

D ..,... All ~Sy BOX 42-B8 A 
• '-J"~ Babylon, N. Y. ~ 
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FIRST FALL AUCTION 

September 20 to 22nd. 1954 

2900 lots containing several 
spoolallzed coUootlons: 

U. S. A. Puerto Rico, Egypt, Mafeking 
Ceylon, India and States, Mexico. Vatican 
and others. Also Literature. 

Catalogue free on reauest. 
Also Price List of Philatelic Literature. 

Billig & Rich~ Inc. 
55 West 4Znd 8t. New York 36, N. Y. 

th most exten
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3 more SCOTT SPECIALTY ALBUMS 
are ready now in '. 

New Editions and New Supplements! 
Full Album I Supplement 

Belgium andYColonies, Netherlands and Colonies, 
Luxembourg....... . ........... . .... . ... $13.00 #14 ...... $2.00 

Eastern and Southern Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2200 #13. . . . .. 3.50 
Scandinavia)nd.Finland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 #14 .. . . . . .85 

This great series of 24 loose-leaf albums and sets of pages provides spaces for every 
major-number variety in the Scott Catalogue. They're ideal for the collector who 
wants to mount a collection covering a group of favorite countries, or the whole 
world, in the finest space-printed albums made! 

These are 1954 editions, complete through the 1954 Standard Catalogue. 

Order from your dealer 

SCOTT PUIBLICATIO'NS, Inc. 580 Fifth Ave. New York 36, N. Y. 

Centenary of the 
Black Swan FDC 40c 

Anniversary of Western AustraUa's First Stamp 
with omcial cachet or WIPes. and special cancella· 
tlon or tho PhUatello Exhibition In bOBor or the 
Australian Centenary. 
Iberia AirlineS-First FlIght !\{adrld to N .... 

York CIty. New York, U.S.A. magnlftcent 
cacheted Mown Amerlcanna JMla:ht Cover 
Augu.t. 1954. Ju.t .................... $1.00 

lirael-Belutitul flown rulltered cacbeted 
50tb AnniYer.a.,. oC He ... l PLATE BLOCK 
or rour on First Day COT ................ 1.15 

France Americanna cacheted ftnt day cour 
with _clsl cancellation Annlver .. ry or the 
United State. Liberation or EurODO-D-Day 

Very ...... Elizabeth of Enlland Royal Visit 
to the United Stat .. Canal Zone November 
29th. 1955-lveclal ,hlp through the lock. 
meter and special cachet for the event . .•• 1.00 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO STAMP COLLECTING 
by PRESCOTT HOLDEN THORP 

This book Is all that Its title impliee--A thorough. a.uthoritative guide for ready reference. 
Written in a down-to·earth style that both the young novice as weI! as the advanced adult 
can easily understand. it covers every phase. completely guides the beginner and gives 
hundreds of interesting pointers to Ihe SPecialist. Here are some of the Important subjects 
covered: 

- HOW TQ START - THE TOOLS YOU USE - STA1t1P ALBUIIIS AND OATALOGUES -
WATERMARKS - HOW TO ACQUIRE AND COLLECT STAMPS - INVESTJlIENT -
CONDITIONS - PERFORATIONS - THE SOCIAL ASPECTS OF STAMP COLLECTL"lG. 

192 Pages-Profusely lIIustrated-$2.00 Postpaid 

H. L. LINDQUIST PUBLICATIONS. 153 Waverly PI •• New York 14 

DO YOU SPEND FIFIY DOLLARS 
Or less a week on U. S. Stamps? 

If so you awe it to yourself to look into my tried and tested 
plan for building up representative U. S . Collections. Write 

A for free details on my U. S. Plan today. 

~ s;~~~ Thomas F. Whitbread, IBox S, Amherst, Mass • 
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Miss Jean Greta Koor 

anJ 

Mr.Huglt MaMsc:; Clark 

annOUDl'e d.eir marriage 

on June the twen!i-nind. 

Nineteen hundreJ and fif!.r-four 

Los Angeles. California 



---; 



, 

fro. Stantoro G. Gesner, 
% Creole Petrolewn Corp. , 

Las Piedras" Edo Falcon 
Ven uela.", South eri . 

LLLy--'-ll ... • t o yours ot the 29th" I ill be gla to 

I suppo 
!ass. Core ct 1. 

coW of t b ~ 1 60 

Since ely y ur • 





l·fr. Stanford G. Gesner, 
% Creole Petroleum Corp., 

Las Piedras. FAo. Falcon" 
~tleZuela, South America. 

Dear Mr. Geesner t 

Aug. 22, 1954. 

Herewith I am enclosing a letter Whic 70U can send to Dr. Greeo it 
iah to return the 8 amp to him. I Will s au a prirJl; la.ter ot the 
81'f~_9M;:~aaue tra-V101et. I 811 inelUdiM with the etamp a 

enlarged photo raph ot a pl te proof which shows the regular 
design. I suggest th' t ;you coapare the lett oide ot your tamp with the 
lett side of this print. with a strong glass aDd you "m note rts ot the 
. 8si which have been retouched. 

A geriuinelT used cop,y ot thf stamp cataloE,uee in the . U.S. @ "13S.00 
and this price is way- out ot line beCllU! e a genuine ueed coW autbent1cat4id 
as such would eaai.4r bring 2S0.00 to 3S0.00. AJv'b0d7 With 8l\Y' knowledge ot 
valuee uld surel;y not sell what he considered a gtiau1De uaed coW at &IV' 

~'="":~SUC:h a price as 39.00. One would have little taith it Hr .. in the cancela-
t10 . en consider part.tne with a coW at th t price. Even 

,-~-. if a coW was not in good cOndi'tion. I canDot believe that 8l\YODe with an.y 

. , 
• 

laiowledge ot this 90¢ 1860 woUld ~e8s an opinion that this coPT had a gea
u1ne cancelation. 

I suppose. this copy w uld doubtless bring aromn 2.5.00 in a New York 
sale it it wae ottered as a repaired coW with a doubttul cancelation aDd thiit 
is the wrt¥ it ohould have been oftered to 70\1 • 

May I thank you v ry kindl7 for ;your check tor S.SO which I an accepting 
in View ot the extra amount at attention and photograJlh7 VEa this partloular 
coW. 

Dr. Greene has known me by repUtation I am .UN for ~ years and I 
would be surprised it he que. tioned Jl\Y opinione 

. Sincerely yours, 



l:r. Stanford G. Gesner. 
% Creole Petroleum Corp •• 

Lao Piedras" Edo . Falcon. 
VenezuCila., South AlDeri 

Dear Mr. Gesner: 

Uerewith the 9O~ 1$60 as per yours ot the 11th. 
This stcmp shows a blue cancel ation lIhieb I suppo~e could 
be called a JT grid. IT I have examined t his copy v<17 
caref.'ul,1.y and have put it tbru -various tects. also made 
a. photogra.pl of it by ultra-viol~ r aY'. The Gtamp shows . 
:repair dawn the l ett. :;Jide with ret.puChing with blue 
__ "".o....:;.r paint s t.c. be thesAt'!e as the ~Cel.a
tic There is wo a closed t ear or crease of some k1hd 
bat ext from the upper 1 corner clown int.o the 

hea.d of Uashin to~ It 10 lt1;f opinion that t his is not a 
genuinely used coW. that the blue cancelati on is not 
ori~, but fraudulent.. 
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STANFORD G. GE~NER 
C/O CREOLE PETROLEUf>.~ CORP. 

LAS PIEDRAS. EDO. FALCON 
VENEZUELA. SOUTH AMERICA 



S pt. 3~ 1954. 

1~. Stanford G. Gesner~ 
% Creol etroleum Corp. 

Las Picdra.5~ Edo. Falcon 
Ven zuela, South J. rice. 

D r Ir. G sn r: 

Here is photo print of the 90¢ 1860 
hich I made by ultr -violet ra,y. The photo shows 

the repair 'ork do't'lll th left ... id of the stamp 
nth rts of th deaien "!lredra\m" or painted. 
The repaired tear .from upper lett thru the "U" also 
shown up. 

I have m;y opinion of anyone \tho would 
sell a stamp such as this without a true description 
or its detectiv character. 

Sincer~ yours, 





, 

7 , 
~ 

119 WASHINGTON STREET 

TOPSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas" Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

August 20, 1954. 

I am enolosing a circular which has me puzzled 
as to why the 2t rate. It is a ciroular giving notice of dissolu
tion of a firm etc.~ on December 31, 1852 and mailed on February 
25th, probably 1853 with the :New York "PAID '!WO CENTS" cancella
tion. I notice that I should have said uPAID 2 Cta". 

The cirou1ar weighs a speck over t oz. 
It is unsealed. 
It is prepaid. 
It is going from New York to Salem, N.Y.~ a distance of 
about 200 miles. 
From its appearance it wpuld not indicate that there were 
further enolosures, it would take about 9 more copies of 
this oircular to bring the weight Over 3 oz. 

The circular rate after October 1, 1852 was 1t, if 
prepaid, for less than 3 oz to any place in the U.S. Maurice Blake 
and Dr. Chase could not figure it ov+ ~d suggested that you might 
like to See it, though I tmagine that you have alreaqy seen more 
of the same. 

Maurioe Blake and I were up to see Dr. Chase Tuesday of 
this week and found him real well. 

SiDC~ 

~~~-=---

Lester L. Downing 



r 

• 

it 

Ohn 
1 oc~, ........ , ..... 

ith r Sine yy,U%' , 

CoP.1 to .C. B. and C.C. 



119 WASHINGTON STREET 

TOPSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, KY. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

August 29, 1954. 

Thank you for your letter of the 23rd and the 
solution of the 2¢ rate on the New York ciroular. The "each" in 
the regulations entirely esoaped me and am afraid it also did 
Maurioe Blake and Doo. 

I certainly hope that I will have the privilege 
of visiting Doo and you when you again visit him. We all enjoyed 
that visit very muoh. 

Again thanking you for your help and with kindest 
regards, 

S 





( 

, 

August 11, 

Stan; 

I am very glad to see the five covers that came from you to
day, and any that will add to the comprehensiveness and reliabil
ity of the Carrier Book. I expect to have other material photoed 
on 'riday and shall include these and hold the prints subject to 
your O. K. 

Cleveland lc plus 3c 1861 to Ravenna. I think the chances are 
against this being a prepaid WAY into Cleveland. I thi~the lc 
stamp prepaid collection fee into the Cleveland post office. There 
had been U. S. carrier service in Cleveland for several years and 
the other lc plus 3c 1861 cover which I owned at one time does 
not have the address in the same handwriting and went to Euclid. 
BUT, the Ic and 3c stamps - particularly the lc - could have come 
from the same sheets as they are off-center in the same way and to 
the same extent, which, if both were AY letters going into Cleve
land 1"rom .at1other post office~ would be some coincidence. ore
over, neither of the covers prove there was AY service into Cleve
land at the period. 

Freeport, Ill; Two other covers from the same correspondellce 
have oeen recorded, One is 4c rate and the other 7c rate, all with 
lc and 3c 1857 cancelled· with same encricied grid. The dates appear 
to be April and May 1861 and your cover of Nov. 12, : 1860 indicates 
the correspondence covered a period of a bit over six months. In 
my opinion, unless it can be determined w:-:ether the letters were 
written in Freeport, or outside of Freeport, I do not know of any 
means of determining whether they~were prepaid AY into Freeport, 
or were attempts to obtain carrier delivery in Philadelphia. 

Rutland Vt ; two lc 1861 plus 3c. I don ' t think this could be 
prepaid WAY plus 3c postage, plus carrier delivery in Prcbvidence 
because the date appears to be July 18, 1863, after the carrier 
fees had been abolished. The \'iri ter may not have realized that 
fact. There was steamboat service on Lake Champlain for several 
years, but if the letter was a prepaid steamboat fee the Regula
tions indicate it should have been postmarked at Burlington or 
\~itehall, rather than at Rutland, which is not a port and would 
be reached thru Whitehall. The true explanation may have nothing 
to do with steamboat, way or carrier fees. Suppose the writer in 
Rutland thought the letter would be overweight and affixed the 
stamps which happened to be available - two lc and a 3c, - took the 
levter to the Rutland p.o. and found it asn't overweight, that 3c 
postage was enough. There would be a choice between trying to take 
of {the unneeded lc stamps or posting the letter "as is." If the 
latter was done the cover would appear just as it now does. This 
could be the explanation, but doesn't have to be the right one. 

ew York. lc plus 3c 1861 cancelled with red N.Y. carrier pmk, 
to N.Y. city address. Probably there s more than one explanation 
but I think .yours is as good as any. I have dug up data on the 
4c compound envelope which indicates the idea of use to prepay 
w~srt~sugcr~iv~a~rfSeag8n~£a&~~ ~ftrsa8:edo£ed before the envelope 

a a 0 be important. ~ 

As ev I 



[ 

Hr. Elliott Perry) 
Box 3.33, 

~estfieldJ I~. J . 

Elliott: 

I have y v s of the 11th ith 
COnl!lents on tl e five covers that I sent 
you en the llth. I found your relt.arks 
very interestW. If- [c have been able 
to locate t,of 3¢ + 1¢ "into Clevelaud~ 

y no such covers into Cnlcinn ti? 

Yours etc., 



t 

August 13, 

Stan; 

The five covers you kindly submitted are enclosed. The prints 
will be held subject to your wishes. 

Regardtng WAY letters, my position is that on prepaid covers, 
not marked "WAY" it is first necessary to determine that VrAY ser
vice was in operation at the date and to the office where the letter 
was postmarked. For instance, that there could be no WAY service 
between Boston and Charlestown because the distance of the mail 
route between those offices was only one mile. 

Regarding the Cleveland 4c letter, and the similar one which 
I owned, unless it can be shown that they were handed to a contract 
carrier on a route going tnto Cleveland, in my opinion the fact 
that U.S. letter carrier service was in operation would take prece
dence, and the extra One Cent stamp prepaid collection fee to the 
Cleveland Post Office. 

In any city where carrier service ~ad been in operation for 
several years, as at Cleveland, by 1861 it had become normal prac
tice for people to use the carrier collection service to the local 
post office, with more or less regularity. Distance from the post 
office, weather and other circumstance affected the volume of such 
mail. 

But,except in localities where commUnication vas mostly by 
steamboats, as in parts of the south, WAY service was not normal 
practice • It was exceptional. That ~s one reason why " NAY" letters 
are so much scarcer than the ordlinary mail. For one reason or 
another people didn't make use of it even where it was available. 

Perryville, Mass ., for instance, is a mile and a half south of 
Webster and was on the mail route from Worcester to Norwich, Conn. 
It is just a small mill village started by my great-grandfather in 
1826. The people in the vLllage left there outgoing mail and got 
their incoming mail at the mill office. A buggy or other wagon went 
to the Webster Post Office to deliver and receive mail every week
day. WAY service from Perryville was possible but I doubt if any~£-
ever used it. There was no need to. Probably there was similar 
practice at many other mill villages in New England ~hich were too 
small to have a post office. The mills were glad to render this 
free service to help keep their employees contented. 

The next mill village south was ilsonville, Conn., and then 
North Grosvenordale, Gr~enordale and Mechanicsvile and then two 
miles more to Putnam. As late as 1859 there was no post office in 
the ten miles from Webster to Putnam unless one of them was called 
West Thompson. Probably the textile operatives didn't know such a 
function as WAY service existed, and the big shots had their horses 
and carriages and didn't need it. The difference between a possibil
ity and a probability can be a great deal. 



~_ugust 17, 

Stan; 
F J 

There may be a dozen pos Jible explanations for two 3c plus lc 
covers at Cleveland and none found at Cincinnati. Unless all the 
circumstances and conditions at the time are known, who can say 
which is the correct one? No lc stamp on a cover used locally in 
Cleveland during the period 1860 to June 30, 1863 has been f ound. 
Snould it be as sumed therefore that there were none? 

Providence and Worcester had U.S. letter carrier service long 
bef ore 1860, yet no 3c plus lc cover has been found from either 
city, nor any lc used singly which I can be certain prepaid the 
carrier fee on a local letter. During the Civil1CWar period t here 
were 70,000 people in Newark and a carrier crew of five or six. Not 
one cover that cer~ainly had carrier service is known to me. 

The Cincinnati service is merely part of a larger picture. The 
scarcity of WAY covers suggests either little opportunity to use 
WAY service, or that t~ch was available was not used at all, 
or very rarely. ~ 

Around 1860 there were about 640 post offices in Massachusetts, 
and it may be assumed that 90% or more of them were more than two 
miles apart. Hence JAY service would have been possible at some 
575 post offices. Rarity of WAY covers in or f rom the Old Bay State 
could be the result of either or both or two apparent causes; 

(1) - It was not customary to use the service. 

2) - It was not customary for the carriers to demand the WAY 
fee. 

The contract carrier was probably born and reared in the vicinity 
and the people along his route were likely to be personal acquain
tances or friends. Altho he was under no legal compulsion to pick 
up a WAY tetter within a mile from a post office t if he so chose 
to do he could pick up a let t er anywhere along h1S route and de
posit it in the next office without demanding his fee. There could 
be many letters which actually received WAY service but show no in
dication of it because no fee was prepaid or collected. 

The contract carriers often ran package expres s es or did similar 
work in addition to the mail contract which may have been the smal
ler part Of their income. Farms, co~ntry stores and indus tries 
along their routes were their customers. Probably they were glad 
to take WAY letters for their customers without fee. 'When I was 
living in Killingly, Conn., in 1901 such a route by democrat wagmn 
ran from the Killingly P.O. across the street from the r ailroad 
station i n Dayville eastward up i nto the hil ls thru various small 
vill ages to East Killingly near the Rhode Island state line. I 
think t here were t wo other routes from Dayville to mill vil lages a 
f ew mi l es away. Vfuehher or not those particular routes were in 



-
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#2 Stan 8/17 - , 54 ~ "'.,. 
(~( .ox ;-

operation a hundred years ago doesn't change the picture ~~~'i 
such rou tes were operated in the same way back in the 1850s and 
1860s. 

~ 
The Proposals for Crrying tneMail in the State of ~as~achusetts 

from July 1, 1853 to June 30, 1857 were dated December 15, 1852 and 
were published early in January 1853. They indicate that the con
tracts were let Tat four year intervals, but whether the intervals 
were the same allover I do not know. 

If I were to investigate Cincinnati I would start "lith the Pro
posals that give the routes which were in operation at the period 
and note whether flAY service into Cincinnati was possible, or pro
bable. I would think that the ch~~ce of WAY service being used 
would depend to a considerable extent upon the length and impor
tance of the mail route. 

Y'hen covers are being studied which represent only a tiny frac
tion of the total mail the law of averages cannot be expected to 
apply. There are curious holes in the Carrier Book where the 
covers which probably existed were far commoner than any which 
show indication of WAY service. 

I am glad to hear you and Brother Steve and satisfied. There is 
much interesting history in the Connecticut River Valley. A ~onder
ful story about Rogers' Rangers attack on St. Francisville (near 
Sherbrooke, P.Q.) and return was published a few years ago. They 
had a terrible time getting back to (Post o. 4?) safety at the 
junction of the Ammonoosuc and the Connecticut at\ what is now Woods
ville, N.H. about forty miles north of ~nite River Junction. For 
years the Vermont settlers lived in f ear of Indian raids from Canada. 
One raid burned Royalton whi ch is about a dozen miles up the Vfui te 
River Valley from our old camp ground at West Hartford. The school 
ma'm had time to hide the scholars in the woods and a horseback 
rider got thru to White River Junction - twenty miles - spreading 
the alarm. 

I read your very interesting articles on the so-called War of 
1812 rates, but have had too many other matterw on my mind to give 
covers in the stampless period as much attention as they deserve. 
The Haiti covers going back to the 1790s and Christophe's time, are 
enough at one time. 



~( -



, 

02· 
~ 

. i ~ ~. J ~ Jt.)(Q/l lA-

30~) ~~ 

. d'U. · (-tq"'-~ ~) 

Wict ~ ~ -n:;. ~ ~ ~ 

CLw ~ ~) -v.&t- C2c.-~ ~ 
.~~ ~ J 1~c!{ 

cko~. 
~ . ~ ~ ~ l:tN»={. 

~ . ~~~~ 
~-1-tLa-~ ~/ tUl 

9~ ~~~t 
OL ~ . 

. ~. . ~ 
~ ~~. 

~ cu.z CM ~:/. CL :3 ~ 1<1""'1 

IAJ£:t ~ ~ -G, ~ ~ . 
t/..O- :!1 ~ t ~f3 

lxJ/D J GV ~ ~ ~ 9 ~ ~ - .-
~~~~~. 

~ '7 S- 1A:::o:<t -t, ( 3 ) £:\-. s ~ ; f6 J... 
J ~~~~ 



a. 

~-~~. 
(1-) a. (J..I.J ~ J?~J 

, ;¢<7tJ~ ~ ~.~ ~ ~ ~ 

~,~'JI;i ~ 1~~' ~ 
~~~~~-~~ 
~ ~)~~ L;; ~ 

~~~~. 
(.j) a d ~ /f7d 

l0-/.!J? ttca:j ~ a.. ~ ~ ~£MJ. 

C ~)~~Gc-

d- ~ 1rs-'7a ) ~/J7 1 tA- ~ ~~. 



• 

• Y. 

. . 

30 1869. 

k • 29, 1954. 

C 1 , 
.Y • 

• 1: . 5 . Ii. 2¢ 1869 .. 

The S. U. S. flUar 30, 186911 is fr I!\V reco ds and it a<> a 
co r to Canada. 

T is ' ott i fer record.:> . 

for th look. 

c., 

(33-31) 



Gossip, JHly 1, 1950, page 542 

"In presenting the following review of the entire 10c Jefferson 

matter, the writer gratefully acknowledges his indebtedness to Mr. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook from whom was obtained evidence of unusual 

varieties and combination pieces which materially assisted in the 

development of the writer's proposed solution, as well as Mr. 

Ashbrook's courtesy in reviewing the writer's manuscripts and 

revisions for serious omissions and possible basic errors of fact. 

Without Mr. AShbrook's kindly assistance this series of articles 

could not have been made nearly so complete. This acknow10dgement 

does not in the slightest respect imply that Mr. Ashbrook concurs 

in the writer's opinions and proposed solution, nor with any of 

the alternative hypothesis hereinafter discussed. The statements 

herein made and the expressed opinions based on the evidence cited 

are entirely the writer's own for which he assumes full personal 

responsi bili ty." 



May 14, 1954 

Stan; 

Yesterday I was all set to reply to all your letters but John 
brought thema11 and I dropped everything and went to New York be
cause something requ6red immediate attention. I've almost given 
up trying to do anything at a definite time. 

The photo of the 24c once-violet-now-gray from Wallingford is 
enclosed. I am glad to know about this. I have assumed that the 
gray stamps which are found in the Fall of 1861 belonged in the 
steel blue group. Now it appears that some (or all?) of them may 
be from the printing in violet. If I was correctly informed that 
the steel blue stamps contained a pigment which was different ,an 
examination by a competent student should reveal whether the gray 
stamps are from one group or the other, or come from both groups. 
There should be somebody with knowledge and experience such as 
Bob Ch~bers had. 

I used to go thru Wal lingford several times each year. Use of 
a 24c violet there may be unusual but is quite possible. The stamp 
may have been purchased in New Haven or Hartford, if not actually 
in Wallingford. The larger Connecticut offices raeived their 
first supply in August; the smaller offices mostly in October 
and November. Meriden is considerably larger than Wallingford 
and probably was in 1861, and the "New Stamps" arrived there on 
October 29th. Meriden is only about six miles north of Wall'ng
ford. 

In my experience people often disagree because theyplace a dif
ferent interpretation on the facts, or on what they believe to be 
the facts, but very often ther do not have all the facts. One 
important chapter in the Carr er Book is being held in abeyance 
now because two members pf the Editorial Committee hold divergent 
views on a fundamental point. Perhaps it is a case both can't 
be right, one may be right, or both may be wrong. I don't think 
anyone should agree with me unless they are convinced that my 
argument or position is correct. I have been wrong many times and 
doubt if the last time has arrived yet. 

Check $2 for John received O.K. Offer to include this in a 
group price still holds. I talked with him about 22L and don't see 
how he can have made an error. e have photo of a vertical pair 
12/22,and a strip 21-22-23 which is enclosed and you may return 
as it is the only print I have and the plate was destroyed thirty 
years ago. These and a single all show the characteristics better 
than the print which I happened to use on May 2. 

10c 1847 Knapp "shift" enclosed. This is indeed marvelous. 
Not returned sooner because you originally asked that it be sent 
back at my convenience and I have had~ too much on my mind- More 
Haiti work to be tackled soon and not easy. Might mention here 
that article in ourrent .S.C. about nHimself" contains consider
able about me that is truthful as well as flattering, but was 



, 
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~ 
not inspired by me and I had no definite prior knowlemge of it 
until a day or two before it went GO press, and too late to have 
any changes made, altho I sent airmail immediately. Doc Hennan 
did far more of the work on his Dom -Pedros, Chile, Peru, Haiti, 
Dominican Republic, Central America, etc. than would appear from 
the article. John and I had to step lively to keep ahead of him 
and often were ahead only because we happened to see the material 
first. Any idea that Doc just bought the stamps and we did the 
research and the mounting and lettering is quite misleading. Doc 
did a lot of the mounting himself, and much of the research and 
study. 

The author did not get his information from me and I knew 
nothing except that I heard an article about me was in preparation 
that was to be published in the W.S.C. or somewhere at an unstated 
date. I had great difficulty in remembering anything about the 
meeting in New Haven which is mentioned in the article. 

I understand there are two covers each bearing a 90c 1867, in 
fact, I know there are because I had one and saw the other, which 
went to a foreign country and bore other stamps. Mine was a 
large "court house" cover. As I recall it bore a 3c green, but 
the 3c green may have been on a companion cover which was from the 
same correspondence, or something like that. I am quite sure 
they were ~~ted together and were sold together. I bought it 
and sold it as wholly authentic and never had reason to question 
it. The envelope may have been washed and the stamps replaced 
as has commonly been done with such covers, but I am not sure 
about that. The 90c certainly seemed "to belong." 

~ -

. For a guess I would say I bought the cover in Cleveland from a 
man who passed away perhaps ten years ago. The man to whom I sold 
it died wi thin a year and I do not know what has become of his 
collection. This cover may have been in the Ackerman collection 
in 1927. If so the page on which it was mounted may be here and 
perhaps could be found. 

Thanks for the ph9to of the certificate in re the Knapp shift 
dated Dec. 3, 1951. In a way this is news to me. I don't recali 
being formally consulted but do recall casual conversations a few 
years ago, which may have been around the date mentioned. Proba
bly I mentioned my own experience with the stamp and that I had 
accepted what I was told bp people who should have known, i.e, 
that it was an offset from a slip sheet, etc. I think someone 
told me that Clarence had sugges,ted a different idea, but I have 
no recollection of hearing that a certificate had been issued. I 
recall nothing further until some time last year when I was told 
that itlwas certainly a- paint job and I think I obtained the im
pression that a European authority had so concluded, but do not 
recall who it was, or if the name was stated. Long ago I came to 
a conclusion that the thing was never worth a fraotion of the time 
and effort t that was spent on it, and t hat Ned's attitude was un
fair to himself, to everybody else, and to philately. 



#3 Stan 

Latta and 10c Jeff; Latta did claim that the "relief break" 
on the 2c 1890 was a repeat of the A.B.N.Co. axperience with the 
10c Jeff, and it surely did sound plausible. So I looked up the 
2c 1890 article and found· that the comparison did not fit. One 
puzzl ing fact about the 10c Jeffs was one that was discovered al
most at the start, viz; the normal, hairline, and missing secret 
marks did not follow a sequence, but appeared to be scattered 
helter skelter and hit or miss allover the plate(s). Any of the 
three varieties ~ght occur above or below, or at left or right, 
of either of the others. 

But on the 1890 plates the "relief break" did follow a definite 
sequence. The "irregularity" which Latta claimed - or seemed to 
claim - was not in the sequence of the breaks, it was in the order 
of numbering the plates. That is, the plates were not numbered in 
the same order in which they had been transferred, making relief 
breaks occur on plates with lower numbers than other plates on 
which the break had not yet occurred. 

Of course I don't dare to print that because Latta has threat
ened to sue me"1t and when" - at least, that is what I understand. 

Chrissie and our daughter-in-law are out today giving a talk 
about Chrissie's "period dolls" and the grandchildeen are out too, 
and Sherm isn't home from his job at .the Memorial Park in Morris
town yet, so after John goes I'll take this down and put in the 
airmail and you may get it tomorrow. 

Maybe this weekend I can get at whatever else 1s to be sent 
or written you. 

I have had to get out reports showing the status of the Carrier 
Book to all the donators to the fund for the preparatory work, 
and much other detail that takes time. 

Ase~ 



I . 
May 15, 1954 

Stan; 

With regard to the 5c orange article which you sent me on 
April 5th, I am glad to have this and thank you for your trouble. 

I consider it to be an accurate presentation of the important 
facts so far as my own knowleage goes. 

I suppose the "Gibson" mentioned is Henry C. Gibson who I 
have known well for more than thirty years. I know nothing of 
the unused 5c orange which he had. Probably about the time when 
we were working on the 10c he suggested that I try to plate the 
5c but altho it would have been O.K. and most welcome for my bank 
roll, and he did not object to the cost, I declined because my 
estimate ran into five figures and it did not seem to me that the 
chance of success was~ good enough to justify spending so much 
money. As I recall now, the worst stumbling block was the possi
bility of a second 5c plate. Henry accepted my decision and I 
have never regretted it. 

, In this connection, once in Percy Doane's office Ned Knapp said 
he could 'plate the 5c if he had aOO . copies (meaning "as they rany 
and including the average number of multipie pieces) • . I had made 1 
some investigation of Ackerman's 1,200 copies, and others, which 
included more verticals than all the others I had seen put together, 
and was satisfied that more, and probably many more, would be re
quired to give even a reasonable hope of success. 

Souren told me he had plated the 5c, but would say nothing more. 

I have always been satisfied that if the Ackerman material had 
contained a satisfactory match for the Slater copy the comparison 
in the Narragansett Hotel room in Provideaee would have found it. 
I do not recall all those you state were present. The only other 
person I~recall was a plain-clothes man or "private ~ye" of Irish 

blood who was usually in the room as a guard. I thi~he Judge em
ployed him, and recall the Judge mentioning that he knew Mutphy 
who was Chief Moran's assistant in the Secret Service office in 
Washington, and who was from Boston. I knew Murphy from my own 
visits to the S.S. office in Washington. 

The examination took place in the room which I used, as the 
Senator and I had switched rooms. As the result of a peculiar oc
currence I did sleep in the Senator's room on the other side of 
the building the night the Senator stayed ~th the Judge in Paw
tucket. 

Probably the two or t three "near orange" copies found in the 
Ackerman collection had been in the Chase collection, altho one 
may have come from McDaniel, or another source. About 1927 I sold 
them at $40 or $50, .s I recall. The one fact of which I am qu&te 
certain is that any stamp I suspected of being "orange" which had 
belonged to Ackerman, or had been in the Chase collection, was in 
the Ackerman collection in Providence. 
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#2 Stan 

The 50 "orange" was first listed in 1897 or 1898. The first cat. 
I bought was the 1898 edition and I still have it. The listing is; 

5c brown 

5c red brown 

5c dark brown 

5c orange 

5c red brown 

a. dark brown 

b. orange 

c. white paper 

d. laid paper 

7.50 

7.50 

3.50 

.85 

.85 

3,00 

1900 edition 

7.50 

7.50 

.70 

.70 

3.00 

3.50 

As late as 1914 the listing was; 

5c red brown 

a. dark brown 

b. orange 

8.50 

8.50 

1.75 

1.75 

3.00 

By 1928 the "orange" had become very much scarcer; 

50 red brown 35.00 8.00 

a. dark brown 35.00 8.00 

b. orange 
brown 40.00 9.00 

c. orange 500.00 85.00 

I came to New York in 1912 and resumed activity in stamps a 
year or so later. In the following years I wondered why I could 
not find a 5c orange when the price ($3) indicated it was a compara
tively common stamp, just as years before I wondered why I coula 
not find a 24c steel blue which cataloged at $2.50. 

It seems obvious that the color the catalog called "orange" and 
priced at 3 from 1898 to 1914 could not have been a match for the 
Slater copy, nor for the color which Chase classed as "otange." 

ASeV~a 

7 
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May 19, 19~~. __ ~~ 

Stan; 

I think all your letters that required an answer have been 
answered. 

I am investigating a possibility that- there were several 
almost identical handstamps of the NEW YORK lc black of 1851-
1854 (or 1855?) which "you indicated in your Vol. II, and that 
if more than one was used at the same period, one or more may 
have been used in the main part of the post office for post
marking drops, circulars etc., and another may have been used 
in the carrier department. 

• 

It will be neeessary therefore, to determine if there was 
more than one hands tamp, and also if the use of any variety was 
confined to certain mail. 

This idea has not occurred to me before, and I don't know 
that it has occurred to anyone else. I have started a hunt for 
covers bearing this handstamp, hoping to find strikes that are 
clear enough to prove that they are all identical, or are not 
identical. I agree that there probably was more than one hand
stamp and would not expect them to be exactly alike. Whether 
they can be distinguished is another matter. 

I am not at all sanguine of success, but just don't want 
to pass up a possible vlue without trying to find out if it is 
a clue. 

Latta; I have no desire to get into a discussion about him 
or his lac Jeff article. I do think you should be aware of cer
tain facts. Some day I expect to publish more of the facts and 
don't want you to be in the line of fire, especially if Latta 
brings suit against me, as he apparently intends to do if I cut 
loose. When I am ready to shoot I doubt if any threat of his 
will stop me. 

There was an agreement between the Collectors Club and my
self which resulted in the publication in the CCP of some "Sup
plementary Nptes to 100 Years Ago" and several installments of 
a serial on the lac Jefferson. I went ahead with my end of the 
understanding but am still waiting for the Club to make good on 
their end. That was the reason, and the only reason, why both 
of my articles were discontinued. Latta's serial on the lac 
Jeff began at about the dat~ when mine stopped and he may think 
one was a result of the other. The fact is that my articles 
would have been discontinued at the time even if Latta had never 
published anything about the lac Jeff. 

The enclosed quote from GOssip states that you reviewed 
Latta's manuscript and revisions "for serious omissions and pos-
sible errors of fact." Regardless of the remainder of the quote 
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#2 Stan 5/19ii!~ 
'~""r 1[\ •• ' 

it seems to me a fair inference that you found no serious omis
sions or possible errors of fact, or if you did find such, you 
advised Latta and his manuscript was cijanged accordingly. Indi
rectly you seem to be made to share Latta's unwillingness to be
lieve that stamp plates were re-entered and used again, not to 
mention other statements that contradict official records that 
have been no secret to students for fifty years, and are to be 
found in well known works of reference. 

If you did find errors of fact, told Latta so, and he refused 
to credit your knowledge, I think his articles should have said 
so. No such statement appears anywhere in his serial. 

Ceraainly you don't believe that stamp plates which were 
thirty years old in 1890 and were still used to print proofs, 
had been destroyed twenty yearrs before. 

You have done good work and lots of it. A strODger adjective 
would express the idea better. Other students ma. disagree with 
you on this or that pQint occasionally,but the standing which is 
rightfully yours will still remain. It ' is not fair to yourself, 
or to the better interests of philately, to ~ you appear to 
agree - even indirectly - with statements which you know are 
far from the facts. 
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Mr. Elliott Perry, 
Box 333, 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
P. O. BOX 31 

33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

\ estfield, N.J". 

Feb. 1, 19.54. 

~~¥ 
Elliott: ~ 

Keep the enclosed print if you wish. As 
near as I can recall, this is the only lO¢ '47 that 
I have ever run across with an extended frame line. 
r wrote Chase and inquired if he knew of the variety 
among the 3¢ '.51-'57. His reply was, that he didn't 
recall any. I never ran across a 12¢ '51-'57. 
Seems strange it would be nfined to the 1847' s. 

/C~ 
5/19-'54 

If the same rngraver had recut the horizontal 
frame liaes I wQuld expect to find horizontal 
extensions, loops, and other Inaccuraiicies 
which are found on the vertical framesi Eggo, 
the recutting was done by two men, one of whom 
did a better job than the other. That is the 
only solution which seems to fit the facts and 
which has ocurred to me. 

E.P. 



• r. Elliott Perry, 
Box 333, 

.est i alii, 1.:T. 

1L.o tt: 

.. oy 31, 19.54 • 

(,ur", of recent C1 te !'ecei ved scd my apolocy for this delayed ocknowledgment. 

Thanks for "'he loan ')f your photo print c'" the 1 ¢ 1 47 - 2lL - 22L - ?3L, 
.hieh I an retuming here .ith. I also 80kriov ledge receipt of my print ~ the 
?4¢ Violet , and my color slide of tho lO¢ '47, the eo - called Knapp shift. 

Regarding the ouote from "Gossip of :Tuly 1, 19.5 11 by L tta. I most 80suredly 
never eave my endorsement of 11':8 theory, nor any part of it, a 8 near e a 1 can recall. 

J. have laid your reoent 1ntter~ aside end I \uill !'eply later. I have been 
workin seven ys a Y'O d nost of tho niGhts and I em still \"ifq hehind with 
my corrospondence. 

Yrurs etc. , • 



ay 8, 19.5 4 • 

Mr. 'lliott Perry , 
'. ?OX 3.33, 

Hiott: 

'" , ........ 

I IlDve y urs of th e 6th ack!'.owloagiIl£ :::'oceipt of mine of recent 
enelosi the 1 <I 1847. I Dr.> now enclosing a ~oto of the stamp dute, 

v,hi ch 
shov. up 

m. e by ultr -violet. The v_ ces _eft b~ th rorovn1 of the cnncel 
quit e plain. Tl in print with r:.y complinonts. 

Under d to of prL 7th I sent you n color slide tlEt ! made of 

• 

the lO¢ 1847 tlKnarl) sUft" end requected you to ... tum ~ ano. 1 note that I ~«)~\. .. ,dlr. 
never rocei ved any sek: 10\'ledgment of sere. I ~I!l IOnder:.ce if you received it "o\:>~ _ ~. 
and what you th r.ht of it? ',ill you please advi~e . ~~ 

Years ego you advertl£ed 1n "p, t~n a 90¢ 1867 cover. ....0 you know 
where tl':.is 1s today? Have you any de.>cri pti on of it? By any chenea could it 
have been a fake? 

Yours ete •• 

.. 
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April 7. 19,54. 

I!. 

, Mr. 6l1iott Perry, 
Box 333, 

estfield, N.J. 

Elllott: 

I have yours of the 5th ?lith further reference to Lotta • 
. hen I get a bit of spare time I \'1ill look up his articles and 
refresh my m ory regarding hi s t hoor:; on the lO¢ :Tefferson. 

I recall that his theory he d to co i th a broken relief 
and with some connection to tlw '?rJ 1890 ~t I sn aure that I nevor 
agreed with his theory. ore on the subject later. 

I am enclosine hereWith a color slide thiS I made re-
cently of the t'tJrlOUS (1) "Knapp shift . 1f l am looning this to you r:1orely 
for the purpose of showing Y0U 'the marvolouo rosults I am obte 1ning in 
this sort of Y.ork. Lookin at this slide 1s bottor than looking at the 
stamp itself, tmt Is , in sane respects. 

Please return at your convenience. 

Yours etc. , 

• 
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PUBLISHER-

"PAT PARAGRAPHS" 

THE PHILATELIC 

REFERENCE 

LIBRARY 

Stan; 

PHILATELIC 
FROM THE DESK OF 

CONSULTANT 

ELLIOTT PERRY MOUNTING 

LETTERING 

STAMPS BOUGHT. SOLD AND APPRAISED EXAMINATION 

pril 16, 1954 

.0 leuters qame from you and a large envelope this 
norning. J OU will have reply soon as can do. This 
has been a heavy ~eek . I had to go to re l orK several 
cimes ana check a batch of photos that were made several 
years ago . Caught a ~hole series of transpositions that 
had got into my notes . 0 10 they von't get i nto print l 

I had a little chat .ith lllmerson ..rug . TIe shoved m 
a vonderfu1 slide you made . ~eats anything I have seen . 

i I have been trylling to ~eep the ditorial Committee 
ousy - i th l'test revisions of the chanters for the l-ar
rier ~ook . Thirty chapters have been-sub itted - eigDt 
~onger and 22 shorter ones - total 441 pages ith 842 
photos . Two more short chapters are r eady and a out six 
more still requ~re work. They ~ill bring t he total to 
not less than 600 pages of copy and photo s . 

I want to get more done before I have to go back on 
.ai ti. 



PAT 

PARAGRAPHS 
1931 .... No.1 
1951 .... No. 55 

A REFERENCE LIBRARY 

for UNITED STATES 

AND OTHER PHILA TELISTS 

More than 1000 illustrations have appeared, including about 400 unusual postmarks and 
cancellations in natural size and over 600 enlargements of genuine and other stamps, reprints, 
etc., and also about 100 photo reproduct ions of original announcements pertain ing to stamps 
or postal history of the United States. Fundamental facts are also included which apply to 
many stamps the world over. Practically all the data is from research since 1918 in original 
sources and much of it is not obtainable in catalogs, handbooks, or any other philal'elic 
publications. 

The page numbering is continuous beginning with page 1 in No.1. No. 55 begins with 
page 1841. Pages are 5" by 7". A complete set occupies only 7 inches of shelf room. 

Partial Index by Issues or Subjects 
Data on the various issues or subjects mentioned below will be found in Pat Paragraphs, 

but much other information not listed here is included in Sections No. 1 to No. 55. 

UNITED STATES 
Postmaster stamps: in 2, 19, 21, 22, 54. 
1847 issue: in all sections 1 to 54, except 38 and 44. 
1851-60: in 1, 6-22, 24-26, 29-31, 34, 35, 40-44, 46-48, 50, 53, 55. 
1861-68: in 3-26,30,31,33, 34,36-55 . Sanitary Fairs: in 1,2,16,38. 
North-South Mail: in6.11. 12, 44, 46, 47. 
1869 : in 14,15,30,33,34,40,45,46,48,49,52. 
1870-89: in 1, 4, 5, 7-15, 19, 20, 29, 34, 35, 37, 39-42, 45, 49, 51-55. 
Carriers: in 2, 9, 25-27, 29-35, 39-41, 51-54. 
Canada & B. N . A.: in 32, 34, 36. Hawaii & U. S.: in 34, 42, 43. 
Confederates: in 4,5, 13-16,21,24,25,31,32,36,46,47,49,50,54,55 . 

• Departments : in 8, 27, 42-45, 48, 49. 
Express Mails: in 1,21-25,27,28,32,45,53, 54. 
Pony Express: in 37-41, 46, 47, 50, 52. Private Post ~ in 3, 16, 25-55. 
Revenues (General Issue): in I, 10,29,42,43. . e Die) in 2-6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 

18,20,21,23,24,26,27,29,31,33, ,38,41,46,47,49-51,55 . 
Postmarks & Cancels: in 2, 5, 10, 12- 14 -23, 27, 30-34, 36, 37, 39, 42, 44-46, 48-53. 

ELLIOTI' PE1rlr'tI~...-, Box 333, Westfield, New .Jersey 
A. P. S. 2322; Consultant A. P. S. Handbook Committee 1931-47 

(Author or adapter of "Finds I Didn't Make," "Louder, Gabriel, LOUDER," 
"Needham at the Bat," "Juice of the Sukkasukka Tree," "Research dmong the 
Researchers," and other amusing satires on stamp collecting and collectors.) 



Jr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. hbrook: 

P.O. ox 137 
Bellville, Ohio 

30 August, 19S4 

I understand that you have photographic 
equi ment for reproducin covers, stamps, etc. 

The enclooed cover, carried viq the ~udson's 
Bay Co pany trade routes, bears a cancellation of 
Lachine, Lower ranad~, the point of departuIe of the 

x ress Boats fo~ the west. 

ill you Yinaly uote me your price for a 
ne at~ e that \ill clearly show these markings for 
publication urposes? The cover to be open flat to 
include the two thirds with ostal markings. 

I would a preciate your explanation covering 
the 25i ~nd 4~¢ rates as indicated on the cover. 

ery truly yours, 

~ 

, 



S pt. 1, 1954. 

~. D. W. Garber, 
p. o. 137., 

Bellville, Ohio . 

D r Mr. Garber: 

I ac. in ceipt of y ura of the 30th enclosine th 
1844 cover. I not that you uld 11k to h v a photograph h~ h 
rould brih out the faint r po tmark .... , but I d ubt it I co d 

obtnin pr'- t th t lOuld b at is! etory for ill trating purpo _ 
that is, half-tone cut ould have to be e from the photo r ... ph 

d in the pea I ... uspect that th fa pootmark, ould 10 
too J!lUch to shm in print. ~ I t this - I dll P oto ph 
on nn 8 x 10 special pl te thru a blue cr n, th f c an part of 
the back of th cov r - tu!k a. print, th n re-dra; in black ink, the 
two pc:6tmrks an the PAID. 

In your icl you c uld explain that the r po tal 
l!la.rk s re"o faint on the cov r that they h d to be retrac for 
illustr ti n purpoaes. 

For tIl abov, I ould hav to ch~g you 5.00. 

1 ~dll await advice. 

Sine r 7 yours, 



fr . D. 1. Ga 1b r, 
P. O. Box 137, 

BellVille, Ohio. 

Dear lIr. Garbers 

S pt. 2, 1954. 

In l'!\Y' letter of yesterdny, I note that I f II d 
to conply dth your requ t to cent on the poataR 
rates . 

The r. r.nuscript "25 ft was applied t th otfic of 
mall.ingl vi,zl In-BRAHM· , .JASS . Apr 6 lS44, also th r d 
"PAID. fI Th1 limn th U. S. rate for ll. letter comprising on 
sh et of ra r convey d for diBtanc of ov I' 400 mil 6 . 
This oeant thr-t it as paid "to the linell (border office) 
which ,·ras ov' 400 miles from the ma Uing office. 

The "4~1I as th Conadi n r t fl"Om the line to 
Lac.line L. C. This rate applied to Can dian m '1 for a dis
tance not in exces of 60 miles . I not th t Lachin i 
in the Providenc of uebec . This "4 II a 40i nc, 
Canadian currency, not °terling. I suppo e at Lachine it as 
turned OVC;'1 to the Hudson Bay Compal1.V t'.nd carried by t:h ir 
":ExpretSon to dest' "tic Is t is your interpr tation? 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
.0. ox 31 

33 North Ft. Thomas .venue 
Fort Thomas, entucky 

Dear rlir. shbr0ok: 

P. O. Box 137 
Bellville, Ohio 

4 September, 1954 

Than~ you for your le~ter of Se tember 1st 
advising conc_rning the po sibility of making a 
photograph of the Hudson's Bay Com.Jany cover. 

The rice is satisfactor~ for the work 
as you outline it - hovev~r, I ~ n ~9r what you thir~ 
of the idea - suggvsted by the operator of a photostat 
labora tory here. J; fte.r mail i nb the old cove (' to you 
I had occasion to have a couple of old documents hoto
,........ ed and menti n ed the matter of the 011 cover. It 
was suggested th_t the photostat ~ould b_~n~ out all 
that a pears on the cover, a positi e ~l;n+ cou ~ be 
photographed and \~uld slo' t~e arking hich! ~~ h 
ver muc to appear in the reproduct~on. 

I have hAd no experien e ~n h· a',ter, er
ha s you h~ve and can ven~ur_ ~ o~~n: n dS ~ ~he 08-
si i i~y of~ Led by the hotostat re ~odu( tion. I aID 
quite wil''':'ne; to venture on it howevrI .J.Il0 if il- doea 
not workout resu it he cover to -o~ for Ie-dra\~ nb' 

act 0 the matter, I have no idea o~ the 
value of such ~ cover, whether it iu of such int~rest 
to actual war' 3nt an article - brief tho it ay be. 

strictly ~n q~~TUer, do no hu~~ ovce~ TO literature 
thaJ ma ave b en u lis ed on the. d onl s ay ~o pany 
ex~ re .l.' +-eo but hU"/b found the cover nd it IS back

rlJ1.'.n ri keen ':J in~,-,resting. 

3~\uld you fee that it \OU11 bp a waste of 
time trJin0 the photostat e eri ent ~e&se proceed 
~·th th~ rroduction as you o~tl~n~d 'n your ~evter 
and wi fo 'Rrd my check irrmed · ately. 

Vsry sinre~ely yours, 

~~ 
. '. r rber. 



I 
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Sept. 9, 1954. 

ire D. '. Garber, 

• o. B 137 

Bellvill , Ohio. 

D r Mr. Ga,.b r: 

Y of t 1e J~th eeiv nnd c oftilly noted. I really 
do not knen if th t po "rks could r.t!'l..fe re abl by oto
atc..t, but euess is th!'>t it auld not be possible. Ho'· CTJ I am 
rot rn~ the cov r to yo "' d ou can have y ur frie '" e hut he 
can do. 

Furth r, I'" not a student of Canadian postal. history 80 

I am not c t nt to express an 0 inion rding the rarity ot your 
cover. It t be an item that is quit . ell kno ffl , hene not of u. 

gr tit deal of int rest - on the othe hand» it might be an it that 
is rare and ou1d :make quite a nice ctory. It appear to me that a 
cover dated 1844, ad ressed to the Columbia Riv r, might be quite a de
sirable piece of postal i tory. 

In c ce you care to return it to ne. I 
it to one of ~erDl. of m::r friends who rould give 
tion. 

lW kindest re ards. 

Sincerely yours" 

"11 b lad to send 
e accurate inforrna-



I , 

Ir. 1inthrop S. Bog s, 
% The Philat ic oundat i on, 

22 East 35th St., 
N York 16, N.Y. 

Dr'in: 

Sept. 21, 1954. 

Here is a photo print of th cov r bout ich I ote 
you - II> a tter from "Un.BRAHAM 1-1ASS" - Apr. 8, 1844 -

dr 5 ed to the "Dallas Station" on the Columbia R1v r, p the 
"H. Bay Co." at rlLachine L.C." to be sent by 1I ress to Columbia 
River. 11 cnte three markings are in .!:!9. and very faint. The date 
of the Lachine is 1113th A .. rll 184,4.11 A manu cript receipt is 
"By Expree Boats act. 29, 1844. II 

months. 
eo. ?-

Across Canada in the summer ot 1844, time occupied six 
I will appreciate any information that you can (1 me re-

this item. . 

I note that LaChine was pract1 a suberb of Montr , 
and that the U. S. Paid 25~ c rried the etter to the line and the 
"4~II was the posta e to Lachine. Surely this must be quite an un
usual cover and extra; y rare. It does not b long to me but to a 
good friend and I uggested to him that it was worth a good story a 

Do you know an;rthing about a "Dallas Stat' on?" 

The letter is quite a lengthy on and I have not taken 
tl e trouble to try to read it. 

ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

October 6, 1954 

I am returning herewith the photo of'the cover you 
sent me in your letter of' September 21st. It is 
indeed a most interesting item but I do not know 
anything about the Hudson Bay Company's operations 
aside !'rom what has been casually referred to in 
books I have read. It might have been wise to 
read the letter as sometimes a clue is given as to 
the location of' the address. 

As you probably know the Hudson Bay Company still 
operates and I believe that they have of'f'ices in 
Montreal. One of' your Canadian f'riends can no doubt 
give you further details. The Hudson Bay Company 
has published elaborate histories and no doubt you 
can locate the location of' the Dallas Station. 

I am sorry I can't be more inf'ormative but as you can 
under stand there are so man y things that I am supposed 
to investigate and study that there are bound to be 
large areas that I don't get around to. 

I hope you are feeling pretty good and can understand 
your not coming East with all the excitement it involves. 

I certainly anticipate having your article for the 
CCP as you mentioned in your letter to Henry. It will 
be a great privilege to add your name to the list of' 
authors that have written for our magazine. 

With kindest regards, 

wSb/l 
encl. 



,. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

P .O. Box 137 
Bellville, Ohio 

18 september, 1954 

Thank you for returning the cover - carried by 
the Hudson's B~ Company Express - so promptly. 

A copy of the photostat ,which I had made is 
enclosed. It shows the markings quite clearly but of 
course it does not show markings that do not exist. A 
satisfactory reproduction would probably require the 
re-drawing as you suggest. 

However, your kind offer which you made, to 
refer the cover to one of your friends for accurate in
formation concerning its possible worth as an item of 
Canadian postal history would appear to be the best 
proceedure. If it proves to be of genuine interest, 
and of reasonable value as an item of historical in
terest, we can profit by your experiences in obtaining 
the best means of reproduction. 

I will of course be glad to reimburse you for 
your efforts in obtaining information concerning the 
cover and for the re-drawing, etc., which you may make. 

Sincerely yours, 

. g~ 
D. W. Garber. 



Oct. ;3, 195 • 

~. D. • Garber, 
p. O. ~ 137" 

Bell .11 ~ hio. 

D r Ir. G ber: 

y yo , 



1r. D. W. Garber" 
P. O. Box 137" 

Bellville, Ohio . 

Deal' 111'. Garb r; 

Sept . 21, 1954. 

Yours of the leth received ith the return of the IBM 
cover. I rod t fO different net tives in an effort to bring out 
the faint red markin s. I am enclosing prints h I' th, one of 
hich I retouched in ink. Not intend to b an exact copy but 

to inake a more erstandable illustration. I dll cor..mnmicate 
\'lith a fiiend r garding your cover and advise you later. 

I am returning your photostat, \-Thieh I think is UDllSually 
ode There is no charee for the prints that I am sen ing you un

less you feel the,y ar worth acquiring. 

Sine rely yours, 



• 

1'. ann)ooll, 
5.nehurst ~. 
y ., lach • 

Oct. g, 195~ . 

ill reatly Ilpp:"eci tc any da" th t Y 
t. i it • The mer \ n .. rs ~ it is f uf_ici _ t interest for a. 
" cial rticle Ie aroing it. ~ 'ata you furni -h ill e c edited 
to y u. 

Co yours, 



a&. Frank • C b 1, 
ll32 Pi ehurst 

Cet . 12, 1954 • . 

. Roydl. ak Iacl . 

Denr • C bel.l: 

Heretrit 
of t e eov· th I e 

Sin or it. y Ul'S ~ 

• 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Apt. #3, Shalimar Apts 
Leesburg, Florida. 

22 October, 1954. 

At last your letter of October 3rd with which 
you forwarded the Hudson's Bay Company cover was rec
eived yesturday - forwarded from Missouri where they 
were waiting for an address in Florida. Thanks very 
much for your continued interest and assistance. 

In response to your letter of Oct. 12 in which 
the suggestion is forwarded from Mr. Winthrop Boggs con
cerning Dallas Station and the Express Boats the follow
ing information is available. 

Dallas Station was the Wascopam Mission located at 
the Dalles of the Columbia River. The locality is now 
within the present city of The Dalles, Oregon. After the 
abandonment of the mission the U.S. Army maintained a 
frontier fort at the place for sometime. One of the 
buildings which stood on the old army post is currently 
maintained as a historical museum. 

The "Express Boats" were just about what the name im
plies - an express and mail service maintained by the 
Hudson's Bay Company from their headquarters at Montreal 
(Lachine being the jumping off place since the boats were 
unable to make the Lachine rapids immediately above Mont
real, and Lachine, at the head of the rapids, was the 
point of embarkation for the six months trip across the 
continent to the Pacific terminus at Ft. Vancouver. 

The faint red-orange postmark at the lower left 
corner of this cover I believe to be similar to that found 
on P. 28 of Holm~s Handbook of Canada and British North 
America, the cover illustrated from the Goodchild collect
ion, dated Nov. 10, 1844 is readily identified as like the 
cover submitted. The cancellation as I read it is 

'Montreal 
Apr 

12 
1844 

LC' 
The wide V at the top is a print through from the opposite 
side of the paper. The L at the right balances with the 
indistinct mark at the left which is the M of Montreal. The 
LC at the bottom are clearly legible. The date Apr 12 would 
seem to be correct and would indicate arrival at Montreal and 



, 

, 

remailing to Lachine. I believe this to be correct but 
I may be wrong - what do you think? 

Sincerely yours, 

~
( 
~(i) Q I ... ....-- • 

D. .' Garber. 



De r • G b r: 

If I can eiv you 
o not. h sitate to ;r1t 

Sincerely yours. 



Oct. 13. 1954. 

Apt; . , 

• 

Sinc r ly your , 

5. 00. 

. . 

II • 



I 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear r. Ashbrook: 

Apt. #3 
Shalimar Apts. 
South 9th street 
Leesburg, Florida 

11 October, 1954 

You will think me remiss and ungrateful for your 
kindness in sending the prints of the 1844 cover. Such 
however is not the case. In due course the prints were 
received during a trip to Missouri and on down here to 
Florida. This is really the first opportunity I have had 
to make acknowledgement. 

I hasten to express my appreciation and to assure 
you that I feel the retouched print is splendid. MY check 
for $5.00 is enclosed to compensate for your efforts. This 
print should reproduce very nicely. 

It is quite possible that you have returned the 
cover to me at my home in Ohio in which event it will be 
duly received. However, should it still be the subject of 
study I will be glad to have you forward it to me at the 
above address when you have fillished with it. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
D. • Garber. 



, 
) 

• • • Garber" 
p •• Box 137 

e1lvill, hio. 

: 

• 

ct. 12~ 1954. 

• 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

The Bha lim r 
Leesburg, Florida 

25 March, 1955 

You doubtless feel that I am remiss in 
acknowledging your kind letter of February 17 in 
which you advise of the information received from 
Mr. W. E. D. Halliday of Rockcliffe Park, Ontario, 
Canada. This is my apology for failing to write 
to you. 

Mail addressed to me at my home in Ohio 
is forwarded rather haphazardly by friends who al
low it to accumulate and mail it in one batch. Such 
is my explanation for failing to receive your much 
appreciated letter until yesturday. 

I will indeed be glad to have you send me 
the letter which you have from Mr. Halliday. It will 
be copied and returned to you promptly. There is 
additional material on the Oregon Mission Mail which 
perhaps can be worked into something of interest at 
a later date and the information made available by 
your correspondent will doubtless add to my meager 
data. 

Again, my thanks for your thoughtfulness 
and kindness. 

Sincerely, 

, "~ 
1f?~ . "Garber. 



B. SHBROO 
P. O. Box 31 

t=O(?T THOM ~ KY. 

Hr. • • D. Halliday, 
4.20 Lisgar Rd., 

Rockc1iffe Park, 
Ontario, Canada. 

De"r l,r. Halliday: 

Thanks very _ c 
to report that I em 
you have htl th 

Dec. 21, 1954. 

t 

photo print of eov r that b Ion s to a 
eorrespon . t . I thOUC1ht it of sutfiei nt int rest to have hi'Il 
Bive it a little w it up in ST ~s. I believe his artiel ill 
ap in the near future . 

The U. S. po rk is HILBRAHAl Hass. the por..tm ks 
in red a e extr ely faint ani 1 had difficulty in registpr -n 
them on negativ . Th fact i , t ey a pIn. - r in the print 
than on the cover. The one on t' ack ' Lac in L.e. d d"ted 
13t April IBM. As I recall, the extr ely faint cne - 1m r 
left is 4ontreal. Th fa.ct is I dldn ' t lmo it as on the cov r 
until the photo print discI it. 

Do you think t i cover :_5 t 1 ,. exee iena1 0 
1e s co on place. \1h~t ap aled to me was ... "BY ~V'r"II'>"" 

ITH H L1 ~ G ~IN 5 

Cordially yours , 



Dear ~r. Ashbrook, 

420 Lisgar Rd. 
Rockcliffe Park 

Onto Canada. 

Jan. 17, 1955. 

Thank you very much for your letter of Dec. 21st. and the enclosed 
photograph of a most intereoting cover. It i3 quite out of the way. I 
must look out for the article in 'Stamps'. 

One does not come across many letters carried by the Hudson Bay 
Company that heve a specific reference to the famous IExpresses l • Also 
this one had gone part of the way through normal postal channels. Out 
of the forty-five odd letters in the Manito88 Archives went to Ross, only 

:w appear to have gone definitely by the Companies packets. 

The handstamps and rete markings, of course, only cover the 
passage of the letter from ~ilbraham, Mass. to Lachine, Lower Canadai 
The H.B.C. ware¥ouse was at Lachine, also the Governor1s residence- Hudson 
Bay Hdluse, which vlaS brought in 1833 as an official residence for Sir 
George Simpson. It wqs demolished in 18881 The H.B.C. sent regular 
packets by lIexpressll both west and east, extending into what is now 
British Columbia and Oregon after they absorbed the North West in 1821. 
These expresses travelled largely by canoe and York boat, but also by 
pack train or cart (especially in the prairies and over the Rocky Mts .) 
In the winter, naturally, by sleig~ and dog team. The expression 
"By Express Boats" on the envelope, of course, refers to tae~York boats. 
l ~ ~ ] c.s..n '5vP('~ \-'Ytv(h ~l«'~~-f-fr* b,,'d~ c..b~~r l~2"L. 
v~ At the risk of repeating what you have do doubt already put down, 

my gues s is that the letter went from Lachine by canoe and York boat up 
the Ottawa river- Lake Nipissing- the Great Lakes-Fort William- Rainy 
river-Lake of the Woods-Rat Portage- Lake Winnipeg-North Saskatchewan 
river and Edmonton. From here it would be carried by the pack brigade 
to Jasper House and over the Athabasca trail across the Rockies the 
"Boat Encampment" on the Big Bend of the Columbia river. From here on 
water transportation again down the Columbia. The"Dallas Station"on 
envelope is probably liThe Dalles (or Dalles des Morts)rlwhich was about 
190 miles upseream from the mouth o~ the Columbia and could be reached by 
ocean going boats. A mission was established here 1838-47 which was 
replaced by a fort around which a settlement grew up in the 1850 ' s. The 
fur trade forts at the mouth of the Columbia were respectively in age, 
Astoria, Fort George and FottNancouver. 

Enough. 
Yrs. ~ 



~ . 
,- " .. _A 

August 31, 1954 

Mr. Stnnley B. Ashbrook 

Box 31 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

De r stanley: 

Sure had a busy time in Chic 0 at S. P. A. I nclos check 

tor the 25 books you sent. They got there too late to do e ch 

good. Brougnt ost of th back here. I king the checl 31.25. 

Should I also . y you posta e etc? If so, ho much? A lot of these 

new converts to Cont d rate Philntely need intorrnlti n and this book 

gives them so e of hat they ned. I could 11 the rest of -hat YGU 

might ish to let me have. Ho I v{Quld put them 

to good uoe. And it is better to ell them where they rill help the 

Confederate cause. 

I B.lll sending you thre covers on which I want intorroation in 

three separate letters tor use in d aling with three difterent in
~.-\-

dividuals"at Chicago. I will pay your tee tOl' the three separate 

letters wanted. 

No. 1-1 have agreed to buy the 2¢ Green on Texas Cover-"5ubjcct 

to o. k. by tanley Ashbrook." It thi to in Texas w~ s in I acog-

doch s county could it b a drop lett r? 

No. a-- ontgom ry Alabama--Apparently an unlist d lO¢ Provisional 



2 

as far as Scott catalogue 1s concerned. But picture of this type 

in Dietz catalogue-Type 2. But in Dietz priCing only type 2 5¢ 

denomination is listed and priced--no listing of 10, denocination 

although there is a picture of it. This belongs to a small dealer. 
~ 

Pleas glv me a6 much guiding information as possible)" I can 

handle the atter \dth this dealer nd possibly buy it . 

No. 3 trow in regard to this "Lynchburg" envelope . It belongs 

to another dealer too. Please guide me on this case also. Is it 

used or unused? 

Help me as much as you can towards intelligent handling ot 

all three cases and charge me a fee . 

RH :bd 

Ehclosure 



RAYNO HUBBELL 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS 

* COLONEL C. S. A. 
MEMBER: A. S. D. A. 

A. P. S. 
S. P. A. 

BOX 573 





f 

Sept . 9. 1954. 

V.ll.". RE~ r 'ubb 1, 

Giffin, Ga. 

egardin Can! de at COy r herewith - a folded lett r 

lith a 2¢ Green Lithograp " f. U. S. :3 J tied by a. round black frid 

and address "ilL. T. BARREr, ESQ., IELROSE, TEXAS." I have en-

dors~d this COy r on the back aw follows: 

It~Jfelrose is in Nacogdoches County, Texas:- This was a. 

t~ bill mailed as a Drop letter - sealed - posta e 2¢ at,Melrose, 

n doubt along with a. number of similar items at the same time. 

It is my opinion that this eov r is genuine in ev ry res~et. I 

see no reason to question it. " S"ned Stanley- B. Ashbrook 

Sep. 8. 1954. 

Very truly yours, 



, , 

~II STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS II~ 

BALTIMORE LIFE BLDG. BALTIMORE -1, MD. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

September 7, 1954 

The enclosed Flag of Truce cover was from the Peters 
collection, and I might say that there were two of them. The 
other one was much better and is now in Miss Heathcote's collection. 
That was addressed exactly in the same way and went to Abingdon, 
Va. and was forwarded from there to Salisbury, N. C. 

The enclosed cover is exactly the same except it has 
the Wytheville, Va. postmark in addition to the Richmond cancellation. 

My customer has returned this to me asking for an explanation 
as to why the Wytheville postmark is on this cover. 

I have no doubt as to its genuiness, yet I am unable to explain 
why it should have stopped at Wytheville when it was addressed to 
Abingdon, Va. 

I would appreciate very much if you would give me your 
analysis of this item. The enclosed $1. is on account. Let me know 
the balance. 

PWF 
MR 

With best wishes, I am 

SinCe~y yours, 





Sept . l3~ 1954. 

14r. E. L. Corson, _ 
2221 No. Deeatur Road, 

Atlanta_ Ga.. 

D ax Hr. Corson: 

Fa.""ther replyin .... to your registered letter of the lst~ may I thank you 
very kindly for the ell C" for "3 . 00 for tho tuo color . lides contained in mine 
of Augu~t 7th. 

I am here-Tit returning the items you enclosed, and r:J¥ corunents on these 
are as fOUOllS: 

C d ~o . 1 - eight singles and a. vertical strip c1' three - 1¢ 1857 -
'io. 1 -"Ai' relief - top row - I doubt if this is Plate 6 stamp. There 

are no platin marks thu.t might identity the plute positions. 
No. 2 - an "Err 1'e1~e1' and probably from Plate 7. 
No. 3 - ". It relief - top 1'011 - This tlight be f r om Plat 6 lut pozition not 

identified. No. It - nlV' reliet - Plate 6 - 2nd ro • 
0. 51; - !JBII rolief - Pla.t 6 - 6th row position 52p.6 - Variety lIeurl in 

head" and dot in "O~: (postage) . 
r~o. 6 - "Ell l'ttiief - This could be from Plates 5 or 7,. hardly from f~ate 6 • 
• o. 7 - "B" relief - Flate 6 - Too poor a copy to i <ient.i.fy. 
tIo. 8 - n AI! relief' - This i~ not Plate 6. ' 

Vertical trip - Plate 6 - Reliefs nCIl - "Dr. ani II"E!! . Flate p08ition~ • 
24R6 - 34R6 - UR6. Position ~ .. ham a "eurl" over the liEf,; of CENT. Pos~tl.on 
~ shows a small curl :in the h d. See nr:/ Une Cent Bock - Vol . 1 - page 263 -
~ 22A tor an i11ustration of a strip from these same po ions .. 

Ca.rd No, 2 
Cow A - Plate . 2 - Relief "B" Type II . 
CopY "B" - Plate 2 - Reliet U A" 
CoW C - Plate Ono Early - Relict "T" - top raw left e - Type n 
Cow D - Plate 2 - Relic! "All - Type II 
Cow E - Plate 3 - Relief IIA" - Type n - very fine 't,b~RC . PLATE" V~IETY -

3113 - See my One Cent Book - Vol. 1 - page 224 - Fig. 19U. Th · ill:ust. ratl.on shows 
a la.ter stage of thil1 positi on after additiorial. crD.Cks develope • 

COPY F - Plate One Late _ "Relief "B" - Bottom row of c .. te - Type IV -
top line o~ recent. J 

I 

Cover with H. Pair l¢ 1851 from Plate 4 - Relief ITE" 4 5th Row Plate position 
47R4 - 48R4 -both statlPS are Type IlIA (top line broke'" bottom line not broken -
see rq One Cent book - Vol. 1 - page 234 - chart with types) . 

1 ! " :r.~ fee for the exa,nination of the enclosed it~ is 7. 50 as per memo. 

J 
i 

I made a color slide ot your Plate 6 atrip and also of your Plate 3 Bingle 



I 

.2 - ir. E. L. Corson - S pt. 1.3 , 1954. 

ith the 3113 crack. Incidentally this is on of t nicest cr: cke on th 
plate. so I thou t you ~iT uld like to ~e slide. These ui1l be "ent to 
you 1 t • 

and 

indest 

S' cere yo s~ 

ic Socity (A.P.S. ), 
I al 0 note that 
ot f' it 



• E. L. Corson, 
22.21 o. D catur no , 

tlantn." G<_ • 

• Core 

• ll. 195 • 

your , 







. . 
• - - I • 

1 . 

~ . . ' 



.. 

1~. E. L. Corson, 
2221 'lc. Decatur oad, 

At1.:mta, G'. 

D ar l • Corsons 

ug. 7, 1954. 

• 

Yours c£ h 3rd ·th 
much. I have pl t t thr 1, 1851 
on the ck • 

4.00 reeeiv • T"aanks very 
and hav signed each one 

o enclo"'ing 
pair of 4RlL - 1I.RlL. v rtical sho'line t '0 tYJ?C II 
in thi pair is th 8~ s your l4R1L ~e nclosed. 
the pl te m; rkin s on 141UL. 

rare vertiClll 
P 

ok or 

u you wi h to n1n the sB. 6S ou ay 0 so, pric s 1 .. 50 
e ch. 

I fill b ple s to m 
strip or a color slide at pric 8 above. 

n nl rged hoto of y Plate 6 

I am sendin this to you Special Del.·v ns it i S' tur ~ 
atternoon and our p.e. closes t n on on S turdoy-s. This, r th r than hold ()v 
to send 1 n B:7 by Riltistered nail. 

Enclosed: 
2 slides 1.50 

20 
AS - 32 









HIRE THE 

IT'S GOOD 







• 

c r rr. Core n: 

- 35 
3 - 2 

.. 

Road, 

• 

et~rn c'th ~ or both, 

. y fe for the a 5. 00 • 

o t . 9, 1954 • 

• 

b e~ 
t . Th 

• 

it~r it is of n value 

inc y tn' I 

ur 

ek. 

r 



1ftM/'1()'~ 
2620 ~~ 

33~lflf~W , rAt, 
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E L CORSON 
<::221 N DECATUR NE 
ATlA fA 6 GA 

~.~ 
~ 0 I ~tl~ (];v 

(fo~ J I foJ 9'~ 

















Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
P.O. Box ~l 

HENRY K . .JARRETT 
135-44 - 77TH AVENUE 

KEW GARDENS HILLS 67, N. Y. 

~; North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

September 15th, 1954 

The enclosed quarter 12¢ 1851 on cover from Geneva, N.Y. used 
as ~¢, as you may recall, was the leading item in Robert Siegel's 
June 16th sale. The day of the sale he was notified that the 
Philatelic Foundation certificate on it was cancelled, so the lot 
was withdrawn. Nhy the Foundation changed its mind at the last 
minute neither he nor I know. 

Since then I have offered it to a dealer \ofith all the facts, and 
he advises me he comminicated with you concerning it but had not 
sent it to you. 

The facts concerning it are these: Peter V. O. Barkelew of 
Moorestown, N.J. came to see me in Bethlehem, Pa. in March 19~7 
with a large scrap book filled with hundreds of covers, all of 
which were fastened therein with brown gummed paper. The covers 
were all addressed to a great grandfather and a great grand aunt 
of the finder, Maynard. The enclosed cover was one of them. 

The lot was mostly prestamp and stampless to 1855, but included 
two 5¢ 1847, 6~ ~¢ 1851 and four ~¢ 1857. There were numerous 
covers from San Francisco also addressed to Messerve with the 
10, 20 and 40 rates, all stamp less. 

I bought the enclosed cover and requested that Barkelew get a 
letter from the finder concerning it, which he did. It appears 
evident that Barkelew dictated the letter since the finder would 
not have known the terminology 11 split of the l2c black 1851. 11 

I had it photographed, and believe gave a copy thereof to 
Barkelew. I ceased collecting very soon thereafterwards and 
did not resume again until Spring of 195~, removing it from my 
vault last Fall for Siegel to sell at auction, and learned then 
that Siegel had known Barkelew, as had other New York dealers, 
and that he died a few years ago. 



I am enclosing it. with return stamped envelope, for your 
observation, and would appreciate your opinion upon it, since 
I cannot doubt its genuineness, the cover being part of an 
origiDal find and Barkelew being a respected person and one of 
integrity as far as those who knew him are concerned. 

Kindly advis e what chai:ges there are for your opinion in this 
matter and I shall forward check to your order. 



J 

Dear Mr. Jarrett 1 

Yours ot the l5th rec 1ved and caretuJ.q I'M) 

Wheth~r the cover is goOd or bad :l.a to .e, in T1w of 
tact, the erldence to prow it 18 so "et'7 m.eager I think . 'a.P'SfIIl 

or UT OonID1tt.ee would be iNJItLng too mob to i\ g_L;UMk 
eur~ admit that thi could ha: bee a staapl_ 14th the ,. po 
bT cuh or charge, and omeone could bay att&Obed. a er of the 12,.....JI~1P 
and tl«1 it to the eover with a tue targ I 0WJl;y coUld 

, be proved bforond the quest ion ot a doubt the., the t are th~D::iJ-----:----~ 

Ree;ard1ng the it that TOU acl I 40 not think. that the 
coven proTe 8.I\rt bqoid the tact that theN wae such a person as _."l"9'It. 

I regret I .. una.ble to f'urniah ;you with 
other. 

·or tile 



I 

( 

, 

S pt b r 13 h, 1954 

• anr • J rrett 
135-1tl~ 77th A enue 
Keu G roans lUlls 67, 

D 1" H nry: 

the 

th 
you mo 

• • 

th r ~th 

hil t lie c und tion i 

,inc 01. 

(Siened) Ezra D. Cole 

1 zr _ Col • 



3Jark 1£. 1Inlr!llUnrt~ 
P hilaj:elic DealeT' and BT'okeT' 

102 ~eaton J&treet 
~ostnn 16. c#Rassacirusetts 

October 16, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Dear Stan, 

([J.J&.~ 

~~.l'. 
~L~.~.:J.$. 

Mr. Jarrett has again written me after sending you his ~arter 
l2¢ 1851 on cover and I am somewhat at a loss to know what to 
do about it. I am rather sure that I could place the cover for 
him to a client, but I have no desire to do so~ss I was sure 
in my own mind that it was o.k. I gather fro~etter to me 
which I am enclosing, that you did not condemn the cover yourself 
though also did not o. kJf. Also, I saw Cole in Richmond, Va. and 
attempted to get him to make a definit tatement but he was 
evasive and merely said, "stay . it." Though his advice 
may be good, my nature is such ike to know why before 
I return such a cover to a man I have done some business • 

..,1._- J!':.. 
I am therefore sending along letter to you and would.appreciate 
your suggestion on the matter. Do you feel that I should 
defini~y return the cover to him and refuse to have any more 
to do with it? Or do you feel that based on the facts presented 
in his letter, that I would be safe to offer it for sale? 

I shall greatly appreciate your advice and assistance in this 
matter. 

~d regards, 

• Ja~;:;:$~rth 
P. S. I will be pleased to pay you for a definite oplnlon if you 

feel that further extensive research and examination by you 
would result in same, either negative or affirmative . In 
other words, I would like to have something definite one 
way or the other and would be glad to pay for same. 



. ' 
\ 

Oct. 18, 1954. 

"ir. Jack E. fol Q of rth" 
102 Be .... con t., 

Bocton 16, l~ B. 

D ar J ck: 

Her .11th I return th letter ..I.rom Jarrett, \<lhich I found rathel" 
int re .. tint. Ho' ever" I have litt e confidel1ce in such ex.arnin tiona of black 
inks. I eo ainly \ uld c littl dep d c in .. B!:le. 

Jack, r gret that it .ould be :impos ible for I:l to ive you a 
d init opi! ion on the nov r . bout the b at that I can do would b to 
stat that I think zro. Cole :va you so: "collent vice. I sur t u.t 
I 'ould not offer t t cov r to .e.ny eli nt 0 £r1 of mine, not ven i.f' it 
had a co if c.; t. rom the P. F. xpert Co tt stating it 'as th ir opinion 
it \'1a5 genuine. 

It is nt'f conviction that a collector should be adv-loed not to 
invest GOod toney in an;y it that 1£ quest':'onable, all" I thin-'\( that t:J.rIy dealer 
lays h:l.Iru:ielf op n to criticiSm 'Who ha .. any contacts hat oever with it liich 
rais Co question of doubt . cover such a. the Jarrett item would b ry flSY 
for c;:. philat ic crook to ufacture and if any coll ctor would p y hundr 
of dollars for such an it , \fell I think h should h ve his he e:xamin • 

ith reg ds-

SL'rlc ely oura, 



Deal' stan: 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NY ACK • NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACI; 7,09U . . 
oct. 14th, 1954 

He the 12¢ quarter used as a 3¢. 

This identical ' cover, ' at- least the major portion of it, showing 
the bisect and ' the pOstmark, was illustrated!n ttPostal ' Markings" 
for April 20th, 1936.·It' was reported as having been·submitted to 
Nicholas Sanabria,' Tn'c". by a "Pennsylvania Collector". This obviously 
was Jarrett and Konwiser was the editor of "Postal Markings" at the 
time. 

I searched through my files of "stamps" from 1936 to 1940 and 
could find nothing listed in the index about any· trial in"' PhiladelPhia 
'but it was ' reported "in the Philatelic' pres"s. Jarrett is still trying to 
sell thecover. -Molesworth asked me roi-'some more information about it 
while we were in Richmond but I ducked. 

EDC:mkl 



J\-:J-~
~-11I-J\-
4J;-4J;-~-l!-

3latk 1.E. tlnlrB1Unrt~ 
Ph;l",-celic De",le'l' ",nd B'I'oke'l' 

102 ~ea,oll ~treet 
lSoston 16. 4'lffassaclrusetts 

October 21, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Bos 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

4J;-~-J\

J\-~-J\
~-~-J\-:J-$-

Many thanks for your letter of October 18th and your aavice 
with regard to the Jarrett cover. Your letter and advice were more 
or less as I expected they would be and I have today returned the 
cover to ~tr . Jarrett since I agree that it should not be offered 
for sale under the circumstances. 

I just heard from young Mack and apparently the P .F. F d& 
~have okayed the #i24 as a genunine 1869 re-issue. Though 
this is as I expected, I frankly have no ~~gher opinion of their 
abilities than you do. Therefore, if for your/ own satisfaction 
you might like to send the stamp ~long to .~omeone like Ezra Cole, 
I am sure that Mack would be ~leased to let you have it. He has 
now purchased and paid for it based~ on~ the ~;F. opinion. 

With kind regards, 

3EM/pww 
:;::~th 



llr . Ez"n Cole 
266 'lorth oadway 
l'{yack, !lew York 

Dear Ezra : 

HENRY K . .JARRETT 
135·044 - 77TH .... V ENUE; 

K£W a ...... OIEN. HILL. 67, H . V. 

September third, 1954 

Tne enclosed quarter 12¢ 1051 issue on cover from Geneva, N.Y. 
used as 3¢ as you may recnll was the leading item in Siegel's 
June loth sale ; t he day of the sale he was notified that the 
Philatelic Poundation certificate on it vms cancelled, so t he 
lot was '.rl.thdra,m. ;'/hy the Foundat ion changed its mind at the 
last minute neither be nor I knrn·,. 

Since it having been returned to me I have offered it to a 
prominent deal er, vmo I thou$t had a market for since he 
specializ~s in covers , stating all t he facts I know of it . He 
returned it stating you claLnled to knOW' its history and said it 
was definitely no good. 

The facts concerning it are these : Peter V. O. Barkelew came 
to see me in Bethlehem, Pa . in March 1937 with a laree scrap 
book filled with hundreds of covers, all fastened therein with 
brown gummed paper . The covers were all addressed to a great 
grandfat her 'lnd a great grand aunt of the finder, l!.aynard. 
The lot was oostly prestamp and stampless to 1055, but included 
two 5¢ 1847 , 0) )¢ 1/351 and four 3¢ 1857. There ''1ere numerous 
covers from San Francisco also addressed to !esserve with the 
10, 20 and 40 rates , all stampless. 

I bought the enclosed cover ani requested that Barkel~« eet a 
l etter fran the finder voncerning it, ~nich he did. It appears 
evident t.,l,at 3ar!oel"" dictated t he letter si:1ce the finder would 
not have kno~m the terminology "split 0 the 12c black 1851 issue" 

I had it ~hotographed, and believe gave a copy thereof to 
Borkelew. I stopped collecting very soon thereafterwari:; :md 
did not reGUOO again u-,til Suring of 1953, removing it froo my 
vault last Fall f or Sieeel to sell at auction, nor did I shoy, it 
to anyone until it was returned to me . 

I am pnclosi!'l.[l it , -;lith return stamped envelope , for you 
observation, and would appr eciate .mat light you cam throw uoon 
it:; history, since I cannot doubt its genuineness . Thanks for 
your courteS'J in thi s matter. 

Sincerely, 

/!enry K. 



393~ I;ted Bud Ave 
Cmcmnati Obo 0 , 10 



• Hillard. H. lack, 
3930 eel d Av. ., 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 

De r • r ck: 

Se • 20" 1:954 • 

H .ith th 1 69 cov r as per your of tl 17th. 
Congratula.tions on th_ ae ui~ition of t a. me cov r. 
I hav :u.t "'ntico.ted 't on the re r for you. 

fe_or th abov .i 3.50. 

Sinc relY' your $ 

,. 





3930 Red B . 
C
.. ud Av 
lDclDnati 0 . e. , hlO 



. , 
~ Ohio . 

Dear 1 • rack: 

Thank v ry ch fOI yours of t e 
4. 75. Under scpnrate cov r, I mailing y 

Confederate o . 

Oct. l~ 1954 • 

h dth check for 
a copy of ~ 

I can of}' r you my t tudy of t le U. S. 1¢ 
1851-57 45. 00. Thi a the last 601 :t auction in e 1 York. 
The b ok waD b1ish in 1937 It 'IllS a mtll1 edition 

d has lor.) be out of pint. I enclos a copy of the or inoJ. 
offerine circular lieh ~lll iv you so e idea of the scope of 
the book. It i not:. only st y of th stamp rut of the U. S • 

.. tal ho
o story of ",he d ca e 1851-1857. 

I can D.'iso offer ou a copy of ll\Y book 11Th United St te 
ISGue of 1 69 - Pr c by s ddit1cnal dot s on h Premieres 
Gravures of le61. " This bool" i al 0 out of print . ice 2 . 50. 

Also, a copy of ~ book on the U. S. 10¢ of 1855-57, pub
lished in 1936. Lo out of I pril~ - 5. • 

P~SO, coPY' of the Ca.t 0 0 01' the First pp ale (1941) ~ 
a v ry valuable bit of r fe enc on U. S. 19th C ntury cov rs 
Price 10. 00. 

I \rill e glad to su °t a.rw of th above en approval . 

f Sinc rely yours, 



... 
I 

c. 

rt 
Br 

lr. k: 

n • 

fe is 

S:inc rely" y 

S • 2S, 195 • 

double 10 
1 Yor' to 
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H. SCHUYLER COLE 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 

WILLOW HILLS LANE 

CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

October I, 1954 
SPECIAL - REGISTmRED MAIL 

I am enclosing a copy of a stamp submitted as a T.ype l~ of the 
1; 1851 iSBUe, which means a8 I recall that it must be either 
position 6 or 8BlE. 

I would like Ter;v much to have you - 1) determine this stamp's 
plate position to be certain that it is a true Type l~.t and -
2) check condition. 

As I received it here in my office where I do not have facilities 
for proper examination with my mediocre eyesight, I am not cer
tain whether there 1s 8 small thin spot or not. 

If this stamp is not defective and a true Type lB, I would like 
to have you sign it or a card accompany1ng it. If, on the other 
hand, it is not a true Type l~, then it should not be Signed. 

It will be helpful if you will return this as quickly as practi
cal since it has been submitted on the basis that I return it 
at once if I do not wish it. 

By the way, I have tried for more than a year to secure copies 
of your 1; 1851 books. Do you know b7 any chance 8 dealer who 
has some 8Tsllablel 

Thank you very much for this kindness. 

Ver.v sincerely yours, 

att. 



50~23 

Mr. stanley Aahbrook 
)) North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentucky 



· .. , 

_S ,' ~ 
4700 Willow Hills Lane 
~~ • • ••• " •• ~ •• ONE 

CINCINNATI 27, OHIO 
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! • H. S. Cole, 
4700 Wi110\~ Hills Lane, 

Cincirinati 27, Ohio. 

Dear lofr., Cole: 

Oct. 2, 1954. 

Herewith the U. 8. l¢ 1851 as per ~ours of the 1st. I 
re et to inform you that this is not a Type IB, but rather a 

-=- ·+amp from Plate 4, and a rather fine example of the scarce 
t d Txpe IC. lbed in nv book. 

~~;-~~~~~~~~~~~ h te 4, "EII relief' used on 
the 11 and 9th horiZontal rows of that plate. I have made some 
m os showing the eatures of the relief' ana type. 

.. 

I s eldom ~re6s an opinion on values, but it perchanc you 
ould have any desire to cqufre this stamp, I do not think that 

the seller hould charge you over 50.0 for it. According to th 
catalogue it would rank as Type IUA, that is, top bottom 
ornaments incoop±ete. tOR line broken. bottOJ!l line not broken. side 
ornaments incomplete. I believe a used IlIA is quoted 1<52.50. 

a dealer olfered you this stamp as a Type IB he should 
liave known that it is not that type because a IB has the top design 
complete ....!.!. The 8.U .8. plairily states under Type I, 

scrOlls and other line at top are complete." See the cut A5 
in the S.U.S. The top of the enclosed tamp is like 1.6. -

The copy is apparently sowld, no creases, n thin spots, etc., 
however, the design is tOUched at right and clo e at bottom which 
puts it iIi the classificati on "tine" but not "superb." ia an.!!""' 
~ of the type IC, it is 8 "fine example." Th stamp is not an 
~ impression but rather late, hence practi~ all of the mark~ 
i.llgs that would identity the actual Plate pi?sition have disappeared. 
For this reason it might not be possible to identity the pl te position. 

In th event you decide to acquire the stamp you can return it 
to me and I Will sign it on the back for you and attempt to identity 
the plate position. 

Regarding my One Cent book, two volum s. As you are poeeib17 
aware this was published in 1937, the edition was emall, and it has 
long been out of print. at ff!!'fl copies were at I!Iy' disposal. original.l7 
soon pas ed into the harns ot collectors. Once in a.while I manage to 
acquire copies at auction or thru pri te sale. I c otter you a 
pair in excellent condition at 45.00 or a mint pair 'of tlie deluxe 



{ 
#2 . Hr. H. S. Cole - Oct . 2, 1954. 

I edition (number and aigned, spec1oJ. binding - only 75 ~op1ee 
were iSSUed) 0 00. 00. 

, 
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For:m8817 
Rev. 8-53 

~o~t <!&ffite 1llepartment 
Received from: 

P. o. Bo)( 31 

• PO POSTMASTER . 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

De?r Mr. Ashbrook: 

September 21, 1954 

Please find enclosed two stamps I would 
very much like to have you look ove~ for me. 

The lc imperf I believe to be a type lC. 
The lc perforated is, I believe, a type lA and 
perhaps is unused. 

At any rate I would like to know about 
them as soon as possible as they should be listed 
in my next auction, if I am correct in my typing. 

One other question , which may seem elemen
tary, is this: would it be possible for a l2c 1851 
to be bisected and used in San Francisco on July 
first , 1851? The ref son for this question is that 
I purchased a bisect on cover this summer, which 
is dated July first San Francisco. Unfortunately, 
the letter has been removed. I feel quite sure it 
is a little later than 1851 but know that you can 
tell me. This cover will also a pear in my next 

Member auction. 
A. S . D. A . A. P. S . 

U S . ENVELOPE SOCIETY 
COLLECTORS CLUB OF N . Y . 
U . S . CANCELLATION CLUB 

3c 51-57 UNIT 

R. I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB 

Trust you have had a pleasant summer and 
hope the stamp season will prove to be a fine one 
from your vie~ point. With my best regards. 

SCP:ALF 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~~~y-
Samuel C. Paige 



~----~----~-~--~~--~~~~ 

" 

Mr. SamUel C. P~e, 
4S Bromfield St., 

Boston 8, }.fass. 

Dear Mr. Paige: 

Sept. 23, 1954. 

Hr-ewith the two One Cent stamps as per youro ot the 21st. Here ~ 
some comments: 

if 1857 - This cames fram the bottom row of Plato 4, the plate position 
18 99 • @ Rather than cl "5 thi as a Type IA, e proper description i., -
II • wa.s a Type IA before the pertorationa at bottom deotroyed the type." A 

IA shoul .,how the die de$lgn complet, t the bottom. Naturally this 
cOPT do • ., not, due to the perts and the cut. In other worda, this is a .!:!!! 
t;ype, not something tha.t !t but something that was. I call such cut stampe 
!puM.. Rather than class it as unused, do you not think it would be better 
to .,tate, "without cancelation?" I could probably determine whether or nat a 
oancelation had been reJOOved by' mal< a photograPh by ultra-violet but I 
doubt it thie coW~ which I elae. as "damaged." is worth the expense. You 
pt'Obahly have a l~ and it it dOe8 not show any trace! ot a cancel I would 
ola." it as alXrf'e, "without cancela.tion." It i8 possible to remove some can-
ce~ inks fr early U. S. without leaving a trace. 

ReB~ the iDlpertorat!. This comes 1'l"om Plate 4 - the "Ell rellet 
L--..:~~~';:t1iU8 the relief that produced the unoatalogued Ie stamps. I regret that 

I 11&1 nat able to locate the plate position within a reasonable time. Tho 
stamp ap~nt17 canes trom one ot tortT positions on the plate where m;r re
cord is not detinite. I would class this as a ~ example ot Type IC due to 
the taot. that the left bottom corner ornament 18 not ldloilT complete. A tine 
Ie Ihowa till. ornament complete aa per the die deaign. 

Regarding your quelY about the 12. 1851. \offiUe I have no doubt that the 
12¢ stamp was iasued. at the aame time as the l¢ am 3¢, I have never been able 
to locate a use ae early aa the month ot July lSSi. Further, the earlieat use 
lmowa. 14: Calitorn1a ot the 3¢ is rather late in Septemb r 18Sl. It is not be
llwecl that &IV' alpplies ot the three value. were sent to San Francisco or 
Cal1tornia untU toward the latter part. ot August 18~. It is rq bellet that 
supplies ot the l¢ and 3¢ were in that fir at shi}Dent but I aeriously doubt 11' 
8DT 12¢ were sent in the first ehipneDts. 

I would be apt to question a use ot a 12¢ 1851 bisect with an apparelit 
use trom San Franoiaco in July ot arrr or the Tears 1852 to 1854 inclusive. 
Bear in nWld that in Jul.y l8SS the rate was 10¢ not 6., thus if the cover you 
meation indicated a 6. rate trom San Franciaoo to the East, the usewould pro
bablT have ~ 1852-1853 or 18S4. I am assuming it was a 6¢ rate to the East, 
aa the mail .hip! departed trom S.F. tar Panama in the rirst halt ot 1850 on the 
let and 16th. Theae were the datea ot regular sailinga but there were extra 



·' 

{2. ~. Samuel C. Paige - Sept. 23, J.954. 

sailings at various periods. 

. I have siCfn d both stamps on the back for :ihich nw fee is 3.50 • 
l 

I re ret to state that the ~eather here in this Ohio Vall.ey has been 
abaminabl most of the past s ere If it 1asn't one th it tas another, 
but I suppose it fas more or less disagreeable allover the country. 

,rith kindest re ards -

Co dially yours~ 

, 



sept.. 24~ 1954. 

Ohio. 



Dr. 1. Scott Polia.nd, 
Albert Bldg., 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Dem- Do ctor: • 

-
Oct. , 1954. 

Yours of the 24th dth the four p 10to prints of th IlVia. IJIt covers 
received. Thanks very ch. I am ilxieed pl ased. to be able to add these to 
TJJy racer s . They are certainly an interest:i.ng Quart t, ~ , if' it rould not be 
too nuch tr ub1e I 'Tould _ike to Bee them and illu"trate th nth a !'rite-up 

• 

in ne of !!\Y Service Issues. H r "re a f I ~rk~- the dnta c 1 eked, but not 
cruefully. Thru tl e . F. P.. n July 1, 1853. I did ot c' ecl~ r:w c· s 
b ck of 1853 but I hav a record of a 12¢ 1851 bisece. uced fro."D. S . F. n Jan. 1~" 
!§2.l. ..:t rao Lot :2 in a Laurence sale of Jan. 1$, 1937 - L. R. dia onal half' 
tied by . F. pes tmark of Jan . 15 (1 ~53) • Fine folded letter "rom bacondray & 
Co. - . F. to Boston. eceived there on Feb. 19 - .L outed Ip r Gol en Gaten -
IV reco· 5 OU that tl is .ship did sail on 'that date. I DupIXx'e I cxa: tined t.he 
cover as I have a description of it there in n thil in s e to :..ndic.:lte I 
doubted it in any u"'y. I dr1 n tt se to 1 ev a photo print. 

I al 0 have a record of' u cover used from ~. F. on _A~! -=-~ 
dres. ed to a Hajor J ohn H"rris , Navy Y •. l':U, P dlade1p1 ia. This hus a L •• diagonal 
half of a 12¢ tied by a S. F. p. I!l. I. v r sa I thiiJ cov r but it .as illustrated 
and described' the /I nnarle <""'tamp Collector" alont" a t 1923, act date 
missing froI!l r:ry recoTd. Letter was da.t lin d . • F. lIt.lt'. 21'Si:,,~. I den' t knml 
if this i3 good or ba.d. 

In a Harmer Rooke sale f Jan. 13-15, 1953, "-Jot 49- iUS a .ieee of a 
cover lcrith an 'U. L . diagonal. half of a 12¢ 1851 <l 'arently used on June 1 (1853?) . 
I examined thi'" and " sumed it might be ood and the date ight be "If! - the "Jun" 
very plain. Uhat tl.b~ 't uses in l.S52 from tmm'"" in C ifornia 'th halves of the 
12¢Z For eXamPle from Sonora n . r ~ 9 J _S52 if I:W ry oerves correctly. 
Ycu:.' cov r 16 DEC. 

Back in 1945~ the Philatelic Foun ation Expert C tt sent me 
cover - buff envelope \1I"1."h an upper r''''1 t diD. onal lmlf of a. 12¢ 1 51"1:.i by a 
S. • p. m. of "1 Jan. " I exrunined thi very c~ refully a. pr s::ed the opinicn -
it might be ""ood~ might be bad. In the absence of row inr ic~ti n of ye r use I 
a s eel th use as ore likely Jan. 1 , 1854 rather than Jan. 1" 1$53 . I~ 1 P 
disclosed nothinc suspicious. It lIa.S addressed to Sag Ha.rbor L. I . Perhaps this 
cam up a.t auction somet:i.ne in last ye • If' thi cov as J • 1, 1 53 u ... 
then your Dec. 16 is prob!>b1.y a very 1 t ~tt pt to use a l2¢ half .or S.F. 

Re di the tie of t "lO" (du ) to 'y ur cover. It to 
that I ha.ve een other halves tied in th some tJY. Consider your cov r. e you • 
sure that the "10" J '" applied at S. F. ? Pcrhap" S. F. recogni"ed the hill and did 
not cit. Juat c a crith a 12¢ bisect used fro S. F. ' hns u "1011 

is sign that S. F'. refused recognition. The ch.:mces are that recognition \lao re-
fused ut the office of ree . pt . The \riter intended that y ur "16 ecfl go "Via rIa 

iM~_- but instead it was pI ced in the S. F. p.O. One \londers why? 



2 . lIr. • cott Polland - Oct . 4~ 1954. 

I lill photo the t '0 halves of July 1 an' Dec 16 (enl rg d) en one 
negative, 00 t' t r can cut the t to shOt it Ul ... one . Hou v oddll 

years 
S. ' . in August, • ept 

it. I us 
. about th 

further n 
exhibiti ? 

!th cv ry good dah-

Cordially yours, 

• 



\.. 

Dr. W. Scott Polland, 
Albert Bld ., 

San Ratael, Ct. 

Dear Doctor: 

......... • ... v rynuc 
I ret.um1ng hereN1th 

Oct. 12. 1954. 

• 

co era 1eb 

.. 

I quit a lot or mater1al. in lit" tiles n the use or ~ halves 
at Franoiaco du1i.ng ,.t and 
lt is all. in t shape ot COY I do not 
ot newapa.per n.m lt or ~ in 
st8T'1p8 at the S F p. durint t or lS'3 
aace of the 3. stamped envelopes. fint lew the earl,. in Jul,. 18'3. had 
&IV connect on. I do not reoall that I e an:r d ta t show WeD the IS orte. e arose 
and vh_ it Furth r, it 18 recolleet-4on that in a er ot es, the 
S. F. neopized the 12. bleach hit t t they r!"efu eel recoenitioD nt the 
del1ver,y attice. ' 

I ar;ree with you thnt the "10" on,. ur cover ot "16 "is aurely the 
S. F. t7P8. As tar as I am nware New York never us a "10" e t 6. I with 
your conclusions rc inc t re ar COY' r leb ha "Via l1car n I 
re et to state that the two halVe8 do not mate. that is. that t ley are not Do 

severed s1ntle. It you will . tudy them UDder a elau I believe you w1ll r:re with 



t'2 . Dr. IT. Scott Polla.'1d - Oct. )2 , 1954. 

my conclusion. 

tion 
t 1<:t 

cov r with the red Via Nicaragun, Md 116ft upside d .m. At 
thnt one lOul jump to t conclusion th t thic was the 

not, but the Ship _ nte - 6¢ to port of entry. I note 
II e"Otun nr" so I D.SOlm it "E! r"tten from . F. in 
t 11 50, tl cover 0: mmed by Jessup. It" em." loeico.l 

• • au up Qhoot l' tl () 12.c,· int diagonal halves be.fol e 
e t t .0 ~O~ is us ood as an ther cn t is 
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Nov. 11 .. 1954. 

Dr. W. Scott Polland .. 
Albert Bldg ... 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

Referri to yours of the 8th. The sailings of June 1853 were as follows: 

June 1. 185J - \'ednesday - California 
June 8~ 185J - " - Columbus 
June 1 .185J - Thursd~ - Golden G to 

As you are aware, in April 18531 weekly sail ings of the 
augurated, commencing on April .2 - Saturd y. It was fo 
and was discontinued with the June 16th sailing 

U from S.F. was i n- ' 
to be unsatisfactory 

I note that your bisect COy r of July 1, 1853 had an enclosure ~ "June ).0, 
~. " I wonder if this belonged in t is onvelope? It seems odd that it l¢itten 
on the 10th, it did not go out on the 16th. I metlely mention this because we 
cannot a1.\ ~s depend on enclosure in nvelopes. 

I believe that I ~ote you t hat there was a 12¢ bisect on a piece with 
"Jun 1" (1853?) in a H mer Rooke sale of June 13, 1953, Lot 49. No evidence it 
wa genuine. 

I really do not knml of one p rson tho bought the 1 estern in the recent 
L hma.n sale. Bob Siegel b ught some for Bak r of Indianapolis. Paul Rohlof.f of 
Chicago was in attendance and las a buy r, and Meroni was also back in t.he market. 
Cole as not a bie b y r so I guessed that Edgar did not g et ver,y much. 

With best wishes -

Cordially YOUTS, 





MA TTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M. D., 
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M. D., 

HOWARD HAMMOND, JR., M. D., 
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M. D., 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M. D., 
JOHN H. CARR, M. D., 

Albert Building, 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA. 
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Dr. O. Bacher, 
.. " .... ." ... .,." .. ' st r Stamp Co. Ltd., 

R geney Hous , 
1-4 anrick t., 

Lon on, I. 1, Fn land. 

D Dr. B C 1'1 

Your 

Oct. 5, 1954. 

photo 

J.. Y pro Y 1m ,th 1 te Col. E. H. R. Green had tl<fO full 
pane of tid tamp. Ono uaG d scribed a very find, th other wa. not in 
fine condit~on. The rom r was Lot 511 in the Co tcle S e of tb Green collee--
tion on Feb. lB-21., 1946. It sold , 300. 00. De cribed, full o . g . - 1mpr' 
an pl,r;tc I • 2;3 . Tho other on 'las Lot (,58 the He er 001 w.e of tl 
Green collecticn on Nov. 13-111011 191~. It sold , 700. 00. D cribCd as "full 
gum - r ht ne - centerin c.ir to v fin . " 

y 5J Brookman entioned th at rheu e 'bl-ock 0 40. 
was Lot 732 in th W tarhOll sate 0 Uov. 1 2.l, 1924 (,0 don) . 
32 poun 6, described a "on or two small unnotic able defects. II 
'la giv n a.s to H & V. 

Back in th !Iii dl ninote tw nti :; t e1' 10. 

I not . that it 
Sal ic 
No deucription 

Cincinnati by the name of L. J . Flerla e, now deceas • I reIil4~IO 
trip abro d and came back dth 1m-Be us block of the 90¢ 

a 10 t:iln0 a 0 and I cannot r ib 
suppo he did, b c:us h 

on 
a. 
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2. Dr. O. Bacher - Oct . 5, 1954. 

ot Ol th t the Flerl block 0 on of 50. All 
ntion of it 1.'1 th 
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Oct. 5, 1954. 

• L . G. Brookman 
12l b cad I 

oinnoapoli ) lann. 
L . . 

K P s to yo' plan • 



) A.P.S. 
C.C.N. Y. 

S.P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
---sfmnr.u /M e~ ---

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

Oct. 6, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

Many thanks for showing me the letter ;r~~ to 
Dr. Bacher concerning the block of 40 of the 90; 
purple. 

I did not mention the F1er1age "block of 50" 
for the simple reason that I had no confidence in 
him and could not place credence in the report even 
though it was in the A.P. I took into consideration 
that this block almeet certainly would have reappeared 
or at least have been known to you and I so I just 
decided, rightly or wrong~, not to mention it. 

The largest block of this stamp ever owned by 
me was the block of 20 I illustrate in my Vol. 2. 
It was found by a Paul Card and I bought it from him. 
If I am not mistaken he actually found this item in 
a mess of debris and old papers outside of some 
building 1 A very nice item in good condition. 

Present plans still call for us to arrive around 
12.45 on the afternoon of the 20th but will give you 
definite information when I pick up our airline tickets. 
I will find out if we have lunch on the plane and if we 
~o not it would be nice to stop on the way in from the 
airport as suggested by you. 

Have been working very hard on my forthcoming 
price list, which will be used by over 200 dealers 
scattered allover the country, and I'm glad to say 
that the first of the five forms will start on the 
press today. 112 pages this year so it has required 
a lot of time and effort. 

Sincere regards, 

4-

R.D. P. 
A.S. D. A. 
M.C.C. 



Dear Dr. Bacher: 

'ANLEY 8. ASHBROOK 
P. O. BOK 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

.. land. 
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ct. 5, 1954 • 
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ST. NLEY B. ASHBROOK 
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D Mr. A hbrook, S pt.23,l964. 

It as 80 V ry ki d ot you to s nd m the splendid 
"Sp o1a1 S rvice"r ange and I want to thank you very muoh, also for putting 
~ on tbe list of Bub ertbers. 

As to payme t my b~k just i~f~rms m that I might ow 
be able to remit dir ot to you. So please let me know what the Servio. will 
co 'b me ye rly and kin11y r member that I am not a dollar milliona.ire like 
so ::n.a.ny of your good frienns. I prefer this direo·t way of settl.e"!lent to 
botheri g Mr.Hill wit~ Buch a small ~tter. I am sur h is a v ry buey 

and b oau h. h uoh great charm at the same ti~e. I do ot wish 
to run th r1 k of p ttin~ him by approaohing him with auch a sna1l matter 

As a small token of my appreoiation I send by same post, 
seoond olass ir, photo of a brilliant used blook of 40 of # 218. still on 
th8 fr~gment of the original wrapper, I bought a few days baok. Brookman 
m ntions 1 his US - book the Wat rhous blook of 40 of # 218, sold in 1924, 

s th larg st blook known to him at t!i tim (1947). This is not the t'l8lTle 

blook. lian i tl'e m nnttme, viz . b tw n 1947 and now, anything simlla.r in 
it , or v n 1arg r, turned Ip for # 2181 No doubt your r oords will eiv 

th answ r. I hould b grateful for ~ information you may oare to giTo 
e and I ne d not mphasize how muoh I appreoiate your reoommendatio 

to Mr. Hill - you mention this in your 1 ttor - whom I saw here last about 
two y ara ago. 

With best ;sh G 

oordially yours 

PS. I am just thi :dng that it might not be a bad idea. if I was to write 
a little arti on th blook, illust ated, lor LIND~rrIsTts STAMPS, prov 
he is interest d. I haven't pu~lish d anything there for maqy years. N tura 
your name would b mentioned by for any infor.mation you may ha.v to giv 
m regarding thea bloots. ~bat do you think of the idea.? 

~ - - . --- --' 
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STAMPS OF THE WORLD FOR COLLECTORS 

1500 NORTH OCEAN BOULEVARD 

POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 

'~r . Stanley B. AshbroC'k , 
P. O. Box 51 , 
wort Tho s , Ky . 

Dear stan : 

TEL E P H 0 N E 5 :~ : ~ 1 

In my 1; st letter I tried my best tC' explain to you 
the type of man I have to deal with . It is not a matter of trusting you 
or r.le with he material. It is an idea of his getting tit , Elnd I 
think I mentioned he , himself , doesn ' t kno" here the st"mps ere . PbC'ut 
the only time he goes over the materi~l is when I have time or chance to 
be "d th him . ':'hey are packed aw£y in shoe bC'xes , envelcpes , original 
auction sheets , et cetera . fts you sPy, it is a free country with the 
privilege of contacting anybody . I will tell you in advance Vlh~ t ~ill 

ha ... ) en . Your letter will be fC'l'warded tC' me, 'ith a not tiC'n on it 
"Fifield , take care of this" . 

Yes , I well recell that back in 1956 he sent C'n to 
you pl~te prC'C'fs of the 5c 47s that ere purchased in the Kelleher sale , 
and this was dC'ne v:i th my say-sC' , as matter of fact I 'nrapped and. 
prepared them for mailing . You must bear in mind that this gentleman 
is not a philatelist , end the only reasC'n he buys New Yorks an~ 5c and lOc 
47s is that he likeB the designs , and also th t he iC" vr: r acute in 
regards to engraving . His business is gr~ting c&r'is . 

I mentirned I v'ould p C'bably be in New York in the Fall, 
end ~'1ould do my utmost to dig C'ut these items fC'r QU , end also ~entioned 
I might re4.uire your services on (,ui te a number C'f other thinLs . Frankly, 
I can say no more . 

1 can readily understand your "pleasur ble experience" with 
FDR. Like yourself , I kne him many ye rs, 2nd did considerable business 
with him in the Bst , and I must say th t his buddy, • r . Ickes, , s a 
gentleman to dC' business with . You rna r recall I sold his ~cllectiC'n. 

By the 'la "';l , ~r. I. is ver much dverse tr being known as a 
stamp collector , and there are C'nly [ few of us who kno'V his name. He Vi s 
induced many ye rs go to join the A. P.S . I blieve he d~pped membership 
due to the great amount of auction catclogues, letters, et cetera, he received. 
and at that ti.nJe he pulled cut of the market for bout three ye rs, "nd believe 
me that C0sts me plenty . 

Leaving on a three or fcur ~eek's~rip. --.--,....,......-
Sincere ' 

0~ 

~eturn about Oct. 15tb 





fro . 

D ar I • Kl p: 

azine for Septemb r and note 
sh et of nine • . UnfortUl'lU. ely 

ch s you're one of the authors of 
of th f h et of nine? If so, 

if po sible a 
ou obtained it 

nor 

It 1 my opini nth· t th fot one of nine and 
Po tmaster I rori .' tended to the h t ~t 50~ "'ch to help -defray the 
cost. It i my th r:r that h "\ a "vi by th P.O . ~epart ent th t he would 
not p ,tt to do so, hene d eided on a lr.rB r at an v r u. ed the 
small plate, of nine. It is unthinkabl th:t the eriean Note ever per-
mitted the original die to leave their 0 ession to b .eom th prop rty of 
Hussey or that the<.{ eel it" or a transfer roll, to L<1ll.k pl te f r Hussey. 
If my "theory" is correct, then these. o-called " eprints." a e much more 
desir ble than hns b en ~up s • 

V kinde t regards . 

Cor iaJ.ly yours, 





GuaranteeC! Return Postage BRAZER 
RENeE W. 

eLA LU HING. _ •. _ X 70 F 
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CLARENCE W.BRAZER 
Philatelist 
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!'lEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

MEMBER 

Collectors Club-Past Governor 
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Society of Philatelic Americans 
Essay Proof Society-Director 
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~. Clarence W. Brazer, 
Box 70, 

Flu hine, .Y. 

De"r C1 rence: 

Aug. 12, 1954. 

I Gucceeded in fin inc t 0 lettera from y u 
n-itten last surmner and I am enclo ing them her -tith. 
I had th , very carefully fUed so ttl could f n them 
at nee ,men w. nt d (as up o. cd) . 

No doubt you \till recall th 30~ 1 9 ttl "ent 
you recently - not the fake die t the proof copy with f e 
gr' 1, perforations" etc. I t oueht perhaps this was a 
~~~~~~of~,-t~ha is perhaps an India p:!."Oof mounted on 
another piec 0 p per. owever" I put it in oiling wat r 
and or five minut~s, an there 135 no e 8tion. I 

o f won ring if this is a split car or if a pr-oo! 
printed of this stamp en paper as thick s this? 

l~ kindeat regards -

Cordlalli yours 1 





Sept;. 2/53 

Am sorry to be so late repl.JriDg to your verr Idnd let.t er 
of Sept. . 2 and the excellent photos of the N.Y. P. M. sheet of 9 ~ar 
which I am very grateful. Mar.v'thanb. !his all arrived while I was 
on $ lSbort vacation at East. Gl oucester, Mass. and I have been so 
.swamped with correspondence since tbat I can' t ~ to catch u~ 
Getting o'Ut a new price list. for the wim.er also WAS a time consume~. 

Am very glad to have your remarks and especially to know 
that p~ Doane- clso thought this sheet vas a trial co1or ~1 
I belieVe one sheet of mine that was P~'s is now in the N. Y. 
-Publi'C- Lib~ MUler collection via Sel:'phos. JOM Fax bought one 
a year or so ag1).. Have heard. I only have heard of these two 
.sbeets ot black on hlu1.sh. 

The B •. N. Co. in 1936 exhibited the origiDal bill 0. U. H. & E 
tor "one steel plate ()tl or words. to that ef'teet. I have a coPl' 
somewher e and ref'erred to it in what I wrote on the 1847 plates in 
the C. C. p. With kind regards. 

Clarence. 



Aug . 18,53 

Dear Stanley: 

I h-ve only one good glossy photo of the N.Y. Postmaster ' s 
sheet of 9 so-called reprints , except the one in my o~m collection. 
I have promised tlis photo to a ood custom r some m nths a 0, but 
have been so bus.y it has not been sent him. Perhaps you may be able 
to photograph a copy of it from tl"~e enclosed which I would like returned 
soon. I have been gathering a plated sheet of 9 for my custbmer to 
send with the photo, but have not quite completed the 9 posit ions . 

The burglars stole 1/6/51 my N.Y. P •• collection of original 
die proofs . later die proofs trial color dies, original photo on India 
and all my reconstructed plates of 9 in the 4 colors on bond lack on 
blue paper 3 thicknesses , black on white, etc . All in the 9 positions 
complete except I needed t 0 orange-red positions . I had seve~al 
marginal pieces . Now h"ve tre only multiple pipces knvwn from recent 
Harmel' , Rooke & Co . ale . ~ard ran ne upl But h" to h ve them to 
rebuild as much as possible what was stolen. Am making good progress 
on the reconstruct~on sheets of 9 but may neve~ fin some colors of 
ori.ginal die ;:' . C. Tl e LS . Cat . listini \<TC.S fr m my col:::"ect 'on 'Then 
Hu 'P CI rk edited the Cat . so th t iC' Ilost of wh " ''las burglarized. 
Have you f unci any information 5ubstanting that pr~nts from tris sheet 
of 9 are "repr'; ms'l printed in 1862? 

I have been trying to find it fvr ., 5 years and ~l : found was 
an original early British rna azine article (perha~s before lS70) cla~ing 
Hussey lad them reprinted . Hussey a month 0 50 later strenuously denied 
it in the same magaz.ine saying he never monkeyed with anything of his 
Uncle Samuel! Knovrinc the attitu e and strict honesty 01' R. f.R. & • and 
the li •• N. Co. I ser'ously d ubt the would rave supp ied Jus~ey if he 
vranted them to . I rote the •• • • Co . I'st ye~~ but rece'ved no i format'on . 

Due to the u.tt r In rks it is evi ent these prints we A • a e from 
an unfLattened pl'te before burn'shin the gutters, and as prints [ e only 
known from this state of the pl~te, am c nvinced they were original tri al 
color proofs in five colors, and 1 ter t e blpck on white, [~d oh three 
thicknesses of the blue paT)or, one of ,.,hich ms adopted . Tr8.n""'fer rolls 
in 1845 were the \1idth or vortical hei ht of a bank note, plus . ~'is plate 
of 9 cud have been picked IIp on such a tra."1sfer roll, for pOfsible lay-

own on thp pI te fer 40 ~tamps, a c was no 4r, np ~ow tv ~ . C . & Co . 
The B •• & ! . tried it in larger multiple blocks, b t b2D np-d it ue to 
gre-te movement (f met"', akir. t Rose" 2 x 5=10 experi.'nent~' 2:2 2c 
pl,te ut of horizontal ali nment in the pane of 100. 

Position '6 ~n pl te of 9 has some marks nt bottom utter -s 2 
posit~ons on t e pI te of 40. ~ have not yet h~l time tc ftu y the pI te 
of 40 to see whether it coula have been laid do Tn from a rol~ of 9 taken 
up ~ter flatten'r.g ~ and burnisr'ne gutters after se. e positi~ns on the 
p':' te f 9 ere ret uched before harcening and to be transferred. Per
haps you ho.ve :naterial from vlhich to check this p rticul :..! yuh ve a 
photo f t e i · ce ftc +,'1 ' ttom -0 s. foul "ke to have y ur opinins. 
Pol ase ':ee1 "JTY opinions c nii ent.:.·" (" r the 1" ent y ar or so "s I h~ve 
in prepa at'en an ~icle en t e prints ~r t ~s plate )f 9 w icr I 
c~' re n oy ~ 'nul tria.... colo"" and plate ')roofs, not 'Ireprints." 



') 

• 

f c Ulse this or 
f un not lik, the 
ess ys oofs . 
in rk not n he 
hich ~h ul e fr 

"rep! 'nt" haf' been used for everyt 'n tr e obse er 
':ssued st lIlpS, ostly ':"oIl,£ before e '~O'\' much about 

this sh et f 9 positi ns c ch sse identify
original pI +e, they cannot ~ru1y . eIre r';nts'l 
t e pI've us d r the s ps . 

s rry I have not pI'evi us1y answered y u letters y 
~5 an June 2 bcut the 18 : - 6 - 5c str'p 3 hich I ro ~e-
turne to Pelander . J~ius in ner loaned e ~ ther simi 
3 he b u ht at the "'.., e time an iC'1 he st.':l~ h~s . 

rawn in t P bo~to , color not as ed ~s the 856 0 'ginal 
colo selec ed m 8 r 9 r':al colors n rump paper . 

r € 01 te p""oof n In ia (I have a bIoc,\': of 12) ype n is 
c lor t') ""he tr'p f 3. I h d hope to put a' mY pr ofs 

un e amp t the Collectors Club but Bo gs he'S been away and the 
caretaker ha no authority to let me do so . You re probably ; ht that 
the strip of 3 is a pl'te proof on India m unted em other paper as I 
noticed two thicknesses of paper on ne corner of the strip I returned 
Jindner. 

If I wac much intere ted I wculd try to get - "'ay photos of 
t e India paper proof and of the strip of 3, by ne of those t·o who 
have recently published photos of paper -rays . The Eastman man 
formerly belonged t( the B.P •• 

Cordinlly, 

Clarence. 



Aug. 18,53 

Dear Stanley: 

I have only one good gJ.ossy photo of the N. Y. Po .. t.master ' s 
sheet of 9 so-called reprints~ except the one in m;y mm collection. 
I have promised this photo to a fOod customer some months aCo" but 
have been so bu5.1 it. has not been sent him. Perhaps you ~ be able 
to photograph a copy of it from the enclosed which I ould like retumed 
soon. I have been gathering a plated sheet of 9 for my customer to 
send \tith the photo, but liave not quite completed the 9 posit ions .. 

The ,burglars stole 1/6/51 m;y lJ.Y. P . ,M. collection of original 
die proofs. later die proofs trial color dies, oiiginaJ.. P'10to on India. 
and all rrr:I reconstructed pI tes of 9 in the 4 colors on bond 'lack on 
blue parer .3 thiekness s " black on white, etc . P.ll in t e 9 positions 

Pbet~ except I needed t 0 orange-red position . I h severnl 
marg nal pieces . Now have tho only ~tip1 pi ces known from recent 
Harmer, Rooke & Co. Sale. ~ard ran IrIS upS But I had to have them to 
rebuild as much as possible "hat las stoleno .Am making good progress 
on the reconstruction she 6 of' 9 but D£.Y' neve .fL'I'} some colors of 
original die F. C. The U. S. C t . list' was r ~ collect "on when 
Hugh Clark edited the Cat . 80 that i. I:lOst of hl:.t I{8S burglarized. 
Haye you f'ound any information substanting that p intis iTem tris sheet 
of 9 are "reprirrtstf printed in 1862? 

I have been trying t" find it .for 15 years and I found as 
an origine.l ea.rly British ma. azine a . cIa (perhc'PB before. 870) clBi.ming 
Hussey had t em . ep:d.nted . Hussey a month Ol" so later strenuously denied 
it in the same magazine saying he never monkeyed \'lit.h anything of his 
Uncle Samuel! Knowing the attitt~ e and strict hone. ty of R. J. H. & • nd 
the A •• H.eo. I seriously dcubttthey ,,'ould hcve sup~ lied Hues if he 
t--anted them to. I 'rote the .B. T. CO. lacot ye,.. ut', -ceived no intorn tion. 

Due to thIS, ut.ter mu.Tks it ill evi ent these prints were e from 
an unfla' tened p1&t.e before burnishing t.he gutters, and as prints RZ'O only 
knOtm from t is state of the II te, I"' con 'inced th~ rere original tri al 
color proofs in five colors, ~nd lnter t e black on 'hitc~ d on three 
thickhes e..") of the blue paper, one of . dc laS Cldopt. • ':' • .:m "fer rolls 
in 1845 were the "rldth r verticcl hei ht of a bank note, 115. T' plate 
of 9 could have been picked up en such a trans!' r roll, for POf' ible 1" "
down en the ph.te for 4 ~ tamps, as \'I:::'S done i one _ , by' T. O. R. Co. 
The B •• & P. t!"ied it in 1 gel' multiple bloc 8, but aban oned it due to 
greate movement cf metal, makin t E:' R ell 2 x. 5==10 exp I' ent ~l ti. 2c 
plate out of horizontal i nt in th pune of 10 • 

Position {t6 on . rt.., 2 
positions on the pl 'te or 40. 
of 40 to ee "Ihather it c ul h"v b en. laid 11 of 9 ·-k~ 
up otter flattening and burnish~ tterc after s e positi ns on the 
plate of 9 were r tcuched bc£ore h~rdcning and t be transferred. Pe
haps you have material f'rorl <1hich to chec_~ is P t iculr~ if ycu h'" 
photo of t e niece £ tr t 'ott, ro .. ,s . Toul;l 't c Y ...,p ' ns. 
Please keep my opinions c nfidcntial for the present yc~' 0 so s I he !e 
in preparation an article on t e . rinto fr m t .' s pI t of 9 . ich I 
clam are mi: o!'ieinal trial color and plnte pr. ofs;t not I ~ prints. I: 
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Of courB-$ this word tJ1"!lprinttf has been used for everythinc the obsel"V'er 
found not like the issued stamps • . mos'tly long before ' e knew mueh about 
essays & proofs. As this sheet of 9 positions each has .some identit.r
in& mark not. on the original. plate .. the,y cannot truly be lfreprilitsll 
which shou1.d be from the plate used £or the stamps. . 

Ai:! sorry I have not previously answered y ur letters 'of l1aT 
25 and June 22 about the 1851 - 6 - 5c strip of .3 &bieb I promptly re
turned to PelAnder. Julius l1indner loaned me another sinlila.r strip at 
.3 e' b'" ~ht at tho SQllle time and which he still has. I found the lines 
drawn in top & batt color not as red as the 1856 original. trial 
color selected trom 8 or 9 trial colors on stamp paper. 

11 e a 1 ek of 12) Ty e n is 
!g11::t:l:::i;~s:!;(l~~~ to the tri 3. I had hoped to put all !ltV proofs 
U!I~~t.he lamp, . __ ~ Club but Boggs has been a·,a:y nd the 
caret no authority to l me do so. You are probably: ri{!ht that 
the strip of 3 is a plate proof on India m unted on other paper as I 
noticed tvo thiCkne sel? of pape::- on ne corner of the strip I 1"etuMled 
1 indner. 

If I:wa wch !ntere too I . uld try to' get X- r"Y' phot s of 
tbe :rndia paper proof and of the strip of 3, bY 'One of those two 'WhO' 
have recently published p to's of pa; r' - ay . The a"'tman man 
forme~~ belonged ~ t e E.P.S. 

Cordia.lly, 

Clarence. 
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• r. Clarence • razar, 
415 LeXington Ave., 

a York 17 , .Y. 

De r Olarence: 

Sept. 2.5. 19.53 • 

Yours of the 21st ree Iv d. I am today writing lohn 
F'ox and informing him that I h~ard that he had purchabad a sheet 
of the 5¢ New York so- oalled 1862 print, and that if this was 

rue coulcl h barre it for me so that I could make a v r:r tin 
photograph. I will ee you adv1a d ~d if there 1s n0 objection 
on lohn'. part , I will be glad to send you a print of any photo
gr phs that '1 make. I up ore I could find out from Perry if the 
shsat that h handled 1s now in the 111er collection t the ~ew 
York bIle Library. 

I am r turning the co y of the Rawdon bill. herewith. 
I have a faint reoolleotion of se ing this at the l~36 ~how, and 
I bel1.ve I met at that tine a rapresenta iva of th ' . B.·. Co . 
I reoall that ed Knapp and I had quite a length con'ersation with 
him. I bel1eve he has since passed 8\ ay. lam ' ndering it you 
overlooked the fact-that Luff quoted this full invoice on poge 32 
of his book . 

I \.rota ;'h11 ar)1 and in u1red it' he t I)ught that Henry 
Gibson or ~'rank hollowbush had a sheet and his re ly \',ea to the 
effect that he was pr~tty sure that neither one possessed some au 
item. 

If anything new dev lopes 1 Will, of course, be ~ore 
than pleased to advise you. 

i.th my kindest regard ... 

Cordially your , 



JOHN A. FOX 
173 TULIP AVE., 

FLORAL PARK, N. Y. 

Dear 10 

Dept. 2.5. 1~.53. 

1 have teen informed that about 8 year 
ago you bo ht a sh t ot th 5~ New York ReprInts 
of 1862. If this Is true, 1 am onderlng it you 
could 01'1'0 it for e so that 1 could make 8 very 
excellent photograph of it to be u ed tor plating 
purposes. I sure~ Yo uld greatly approclat uoh 
favor m of course I ()uld aka xc llen c 1'e of 
the it and return it i .edlately. If there 8S 0 

objeotion, I would like to include a photo print 1n 
one of M7 Service Is . It 1s rstend1ng 
that only ho or these ahe t a1'6 kno to .xist, 
I have no verltloation of tlls . wnndering it 
thst i your understanding. 

Cordially yours , 



/ 



Mr. Clarence W. Brazer, 
41; Lexington Ave. , 

N.E.Cor. 43rd St., 
New York 17. N.Y. 

Deer Clarence: 

Sept. 2, 19.53. 

Further replylng to yours o~ the 18th, I am now enc10sing some prints 
of the New York plate. I regret that these are not better but it seems to be 
difficult (for me) to obtein a tine negative of a photograph. If perohance you 
wish any turther oopies I will be elad to furnish them. 

. Regarding this Bo-called 1862 plete - about the only thing I have is a 
memorandum that I made yea~s ago, perhaps 1n the early 1920's. In a conversation 
with Bob Emerson and Percy Doane, the subJeot ceme up about the 1862 plate and 

/ Peroy stated that he didn't believe that the plate of 9 was made in 1862 , was not 
a reprint plpte and that it was a trial plate made 'prior to the plate of 40. 
When I got home I mede e memo but fail d to include any further details . I made 
no mention it Emerson agreed or knew enythLng. I was not greatly interested at the 
time and do not even aotually remember the conversation. I used to meet -Emerson 
very trequently in Percy's ottioe when on trips to New York in the late nineteens 
and early twenties and Bob visited me in those days at my old home in Northern 
Kentucky on trequent trips west . 

, . Su~ely Peroy must have disoussed the subJeot with Elliott Perry at that 
time and perhaps with Lutt , as John was still ver,y aotive around 1920 . 

Benry C. Gibson has been doi~g 80me work on the New York in reoent 
years and \.ard has been aseistlng ' him. .I loaned my photograph of the Plate ot 9 to 
Phil but he never returned it. I assume that ha W8nt~d it tor Glbson. whioh might 
indicate that Glbson did not have one muoh le8s an original sheet . 

I believe that Ward wrote me that according to his reoollection only 
two sheet were known and that Perry at one time had one tor sale. I wondered it 
it came trom the Acke£man oollection. I haven't the sligb~e8t idea where the two 
sheets are today but wonder it one could be in the Lapham collection. 

I am wondering it you have a copy of the little book that Ba~ wrote 
on the 5¢ New York beck about 1911 or 19121 Luft had several pages ab~t the 
1'1862 plate" and as far as I am aware, more is contained in this book than has ever 
been publ1shed el.ewhere in the past tit y 7' ars. Luff and Hart and all the early 
stUdents including Blram Deats were of the opinion the 184; plate was one of ,0 
positions. I belleve that Hat~ield is Siv n oredit for discovering that the plate 
was ot 40 pOSitions , 8 x ,. Ho\ever, unless I am mistaken, it was jaoobs (Ernie) 
~ho tirst made a oorreot reconstruction . He worked in eon~unctlon with a oollector 
by th n e ot oDaniel. 

I remember the Worthington sale in August 1917, -(36 years ago) - At 
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that time I had two or three dozen or more copies of the 5¢ New York. I missed 
some of the l¢ 1851 items in the sale and McDaniel bought them. Later Ernie 
traded him all my New Yorles for the One Cent lots. I am positl ve that McDaniel 
and Iacobs had correctly pl ted the stamp at thst time. The Hatfield book, 
published by the Soott Co., did not come out until several years later. 

There are arguments for and against the A.B.N.Co. making a new plate 
for Husser. It was not in any sense an official stamp and was obsolete after 
Iuly 1, 1847. The A.B.N.Co~ surely h:d the Die and it BUBser wanted a plate lald 
out hy should they refuse h1m. 

I firmly believe that the regular plate was copper - a steel die - steel 
transfer roll wlth one relief and a copper plete of 40 subjects. I doubt very much 
if the roll had more than one relief. I am wondering lt you knew that I v,Tote the 
booklet on the 51 New York that was published under the name 01' Paul KacGutf1n? 
It was published in the A.P. at the time of the Tipex - May 1936 and 1 ter as an 
A.P.S. handbook. I dld all the photo work and the cuts describing each position. 
In that book I illustrsted the well-known block of 10 from the bottom of the plate. 
Emerson loaned me a number of pieces from hi8 collection and Reggio furnished me 
with a lot of data from the Lapham collection. 

I made a memo at one time that perhaps Doane may have been r18ht and 
that originally Morris ordered a plfJte of nine in1;endlIlg to sell a sheet ~ ,O¢ in 
order to pay the cost of manufacture but that the P •• G. advised against anr charge 
over face and that Morris then decided on a p13t of 40, selli a whole sheet C 
$2.00 or half a sheet @ 1.00. It see. 8 10g1cal that the 1862 prints in various 
colors may have been fltrial o~lors~ submitted to Morris from the plate of nine of 
1845. 

Another argument against the theor,y that the 1862 plate was made in 1845 
1s 1n the difference in which both plates were lald out - gu1de dots - fine dotted 
lines - etc. etc. etc. 

I wonder If Henry GIbson be11eves that the story bout the 1862 plate 
is true? 

I will treat the contents of your letter in the strictest'confidence • 

~lth every, cood wish -

Cordially yours t 



I-h-. Clarence H. Brazer. 
Box 70, 

Flushing, N. Y. 

Dear Cl tID.ce: 

Sept 17, 1954 • . 

Thanks very much for yours of the 4th and card of the 10th" both 
of which I have carefully noted. I doubt if I can add anything additional. 

I elieve that I !I'Ote you ome time ago that Henry C. Gibson was 
very much interested in the 5¢ llew York and, several y ars ago,t was taking 
of pu'lishing a book or booklet but as I recall he abandoned the project 
because of preoent hirh costs of production. I doubt v much if he owns 
a sheet of the "nine pl: tee IT I r ber t at years a 0 Perry ave ne a photo 
print of a sheet . Four or five years ago I loaned this print to Phil \ aId" 
presUIl1D.bly for Gibson. It was never returned and \fard n'ote that he had no 
recollection of borrowing it . (incidentally I believe this is an unfortun te 
habit that he has) . At aqy rate, I got tle impression th-t Gibson did not 
o rn a she t of nine. 

I wonder if yeu made axry effort to find out if Frank Hollowbush o-.ms 
a sheet? He is a great pal to George Sloane so Sloane mi ht know. 

It is unfortunate that there is no line of approach to the Lapham 
collectioni as Laphan had a fine lot or the 5¢ 1~ 1 York. I don' t know who 
has charge of the collect · on r.t the present time but it u uld e %ltV guess 
that Lapham bad a sheet of nine. 'ith so much interest in the 5¢ Hew York I 
imagine he 'rould have made a real effort to acquire a sheet. Too bad Reggio 
had to die. I did not know I. .. apha."ll left a son. Do you suppose Colson is the 
one vho is clor e to the collection? I d ubt if Kelleher is in touch b t he 
may be . 

lith ev ry eoo wish-

Cordially yours , 



Clarence W. Brazer 
Philatelist 

U. S. Essays & Proofs 
EXCLUSIVELY 

MI:MIl£R 

Collectors Club-Past Governor 
American Philatelic Society 

Society of Philatelic Americans 
Essay Proof Society-Founder 

Box .0. FIIl,bing. :"t. \. 







September 25, 1954. 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort '.lb.omas, Kent ucky . 

Dear V~. Ashbrook .•..••.. 

From: Gordo n Bleuler 
2115 Barberry Drive 
Dallas 11, Texas. 

P~ve your letter of the 21st regarding the 
New Orleans & Cairo - steamer Travis cover. 
I regret to say that I traded this cover to 
a Ft. \-Torth collector some lreeks ago for some 
items of Texas interest. The cover had a 3 Cents 
1857 Issue ~~d that is this collectors npecialty, 
so am afraid that it 'WOuld be difficult to get him 
to part vi th it. 

The only other early steamboat cover that I have 
available is the item I am enclosing. Perhaps it 
may be of interest to you. As to value .•.• I ~uld 
say $10.00, though my knowledge of the value of 
these early steamboat covers is quite limited. I 
vTOuld be \-Tilling to trade this one for sOI'lething 
of equivalent value of interest from a Texas or 
Confederate standpoint. Will leave it up to you! 

By the ,:ay, I a.TJl planning to attend the Convention 
of the Confederate stanp Alliance at Richmond, Va., 
in a couple of wee1-::s. Perhaps you are planning to 
attend this sho,.J' •.•. if so, ,-rIll look fonro.rd to 
meeting you there. 

Regards, 



Oct. 4, 19 • 

• , 

• 

, 
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Sept. 25. 1954 

Only three months from toda;y' is Christmas. How the time flies] 

This letter 1ll3\Y" become a bit lengt~, as there are a. lot of matters to 
be cleared up. First, the STEAMER TRAVIS cover. 

I find that this is identically the same cover which bert Scruggs 
submitted to me, some two years ago. On IIq advice he returned it. I have 
a good nega.tive and some good prints from that occasion, of which I enclose 
a print. Keep it. The negative I made this time, before I found that they 
were the same cover, 1s too dense and does not print well, but no matter, 
the other one is good. I don't think Gordon ::Bleuler would be a party to 
passing fakes, bu.t he seems mighty anxious to unload. this cover. 

Since it belongs to Mr. Murphy by purchase, ::Bleuler may reply to you 
that he has no more. Therefore in returning it to Mr. Murphy tod.a.Y, I am 
asking him to send 1 t to you. In case you should need to wri te to him. the 
address is Edward ::B. ~. 3836 Hill Top Road. Fort Worth 9, Texas. 

I have been thinking of doing an article sometime on some of the fake 
steamboat covers which I have seen the last few years. I would not need to 
feature any one above the other. I have pictures of: 

1. NEW ORLEANS & CAIROj iEEKLY MAIL gr~-black) from dry 
STEAMER TRAVIS dull purple) pads 

2. NEW ORLEAlrS & CAIRO/ STEAMj::BOAT in big circle 
3. U •• MAIL HIP/DETROIT ON LET~RS TO AND FROM 

Green ::Bq. 1832. 
4. SHIP on letter with Metropolitan local added 
5. WAY 2 which we have discussed so much 
6. Doc Roser I ,S fake Louisville STEAM 
7. BY/STEAM on letter to Long Island, lot 6 in W. T. Pollit~'~ 

sale of Oct. 2, 1954. 

The style of type of Nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7 is so much alike (although 
differing a little in size) that I wonder whether they can all be~ting 
from one source, but b ing distributed through various victims. 

It is odd that I never connected the funny mark on the P.X Co. cover with 
"2 bits. 1I Of course the phrase is very familiar to me; it is IIIU.ch used here, 
as an affectation, I thi~ But to find it used on a cover, even on ane car
ried outside the mails, is new to me. Glad to know about it. 
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. en I can, r will dig out all Photographs of ~altimore STEAtlBO~ covers 
with DUE I, DUE 2, and DUE 3. I lmow now where some of them are, but not all. 

o years ago, when I spent some Saturd.a\9's in St. Louis using the F.Y.G.'~ an
nual reports in the public librar.1 there, I was pretty close to some of the an
swers to some of these Due problems. Then I got on our sChool Centennial pro
ject, and llW' mind has been far from steamboat rates. I remember coming back to 
the Mound. City meeting from the library and going to the room with Alfred Dia
mond. We took something I had just found, and with its help interpreted a 
passage in an old P.L.& R. which had bothered me. At that moment I knew that 
the passages we ere discussing held a part of the key to the Baltimore prob
lem. I want to get back onto the problem soon. 

For several week-ends to come, I will be very busy. That always happens 
along in the early fall. After that, I think I can give some time to ~ phila
teliC studies. Since you have just run into the problem, I take it that there 
is no immediate rush. ~ I suggest that even if you find some information, 
it would be interesting if you would hold it until I can write you in detail 
and tell you what I think I have worked out. We can then see how close we are 
to~ther in our inferences. 

I am sure you are right, the demand for old P.L.& R. 's arose as a result 
of your Vol. 2. I have had the same thing happen as a result of my articles 
on Steam, Steamboat, ~,and the Route .Agent marks. Covers which I used to 
get in fair numbers for 50¢ apiece are now priced at $5.00 and more, but too 
often somebo~ else beats me to them. I seldom get anything more. I did get 
a cover with a 3c 1851, and the Milwa.ukee mark S!l!EAl4, from Doc Chase, but I had. 
to p~ him $10 for it--an atrocious price. It was only the third cOPf I had 
ever seen, and it was by 500% the best strike of the three, but still, that is 
an awful lot for a plain STEAl! cover. 

One day the past week, I went after work to the post office and mailed 
Faul Rohloff his covers after keeping them disgracefully long. I am sure he 
had begun to be annoyed, though he will never say so. Uhen I got home that 
evening, 'your letter was here asking me to send you the De Moine cover. I am 
sure he will now send it to you. If it will help any, I made a very fine nega-
tive of it. I suppose you know that it is identically the same cover of which 
you made a color slide for 7~race Poole. Horace was the one who told me that ,~ 
he had sold it to somebody else, who sold it to somebo~ else ••• who sold it ~ 
to Paul. He asked Paul to bring it to the meeting for me, which Paul did. The 
color slide you made is really beautiful and very true to color. That is a gor-
geous cover from ~ point of view. 

I wish there were time for you to write to Pollitz for lot b in his sale of 
Oct. 2, the cover EY/S~! to Greenport, L.I. I just know ·the thing is a fake. 
I have a negative, and when I have a chance to make some prints, I'll send you 
one. I am sure it belongs to the same set as those others I enumerated with it 
in the beginning of this letter. 

It is really bad that thieves got some rare stamps at San FranCisCO. It is 
especially bad if they got some irreplacable research material--platings, covers 
with markings which solve problems, etc. If they got blocks of Columbians, fine 
off-cover 47's, etc., they can be replaced ith the inrrurance money, but it is 
still a blow to the exhibition system. ~ t re£earch material can probab~ never 
be replaced for a~ amount of money. 

I hav here th catalog for ~ob Siegel 's sale of Leo Shaughnessy's stamps. 
I have been wondering when they would break4 There are a number of covers in it 
which I ould m11d~ like to get, but strange4r, there are none which I need for 
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recordiD8. I wonder when Abe Rubel' covers will appear. It will be a 11 tt1e 
hard on the bidgets of us 3c 1851 people, if ~o 's covers amd Abe'~ covers are 
sold in fairly rapid succession. 

Several years ago you lent me a Covington & _~ ort city director,y of the 
gO'$. en I returned it, I called your attenti~n to the fact that it was pub-
11 shed by • Thornton Bennett, an Evansville man who also published (and still 
does) the Evansville city directories. Of course he is no longer alive, but 
his lineal descendants publiSh it. Recently there was a feature stor.y in the 
Sund.~ paper here about the fact that the firm now publishes 750 d1fferent city 
directories in the United States. The headquarters are here. The stor,y ver,y 
much understated the length of ttme they have published the Evansville director,y: 
they began with the Ig61 number. The stor,y also did not bring out the fact that 
it was an Evansville family, but in the old directories, year after year, the 
residence address of li. Thornton :Bennett was g1ven. M:y mother remembers him and 
knew some of his children. 

I have received a number of loans of one to three MAIL ROUTE covers which 
help m:y records. I think soon I can give you a preview of ZIG" next article, but 
I want a full year to pass in order to get all the loans I am lilmly to get. Or 
is that too long? T111 interest lag if I wait that long? This week came the 
most helpful lot: it contains a cover to Troy, with the horseShoe mark accom
panied by the Providence town mark, thus clinching my inference that the mark 
was of Providence. It is only the second copy of the mark I have ever seen, the 
other being m:y own. Mine has no town mark, but is addressed to lTovidence. :eu.t 
I still have no help on the matter of rates. I am having the .M.G. 's letter 
books in the Archives searched for any directives for the use of the mark and the 
rates to be charged. 

I have an offer hich poses a problem for me. You remember John S. Campbell, 
the short, chu.bby man who came to your house with Chuck Remele and me. (Frank 
Stultz with whiskers was the fourth member of the party.) John has acquired Delf 
Norona's entire set of Postal Guides and Post Office Lists. He has some annual 
numbers, but the amaZing thing is the large num'Qer of quarterly and monthl:y sup
plements which he has. I am sure you are aware of this fact: that the Library of 
Congress, the P.O.D. Idbrary, the Archives, the City and state libraries, Steve 
Lyon, and other private owners are pretty ell supplied with annual numbers, but 
none of them have a.n:y quarterly or monthly supplements to speak of. Delf had 
them, and John now has them. He has pffered them to me; in fact, he seems to 
have his mind set on it that I ought to own them. lIe ants to l"aP them to me 
for $100 value in covers--nob rarities,but as he expresses it, ~ommon stamps with 
uncommon postmarks and/or corner cards. He wanst them worth 10; to 50; apiece. 
I know I can let him have that nmch without impairing IIG" st~ material. The 
problem is two-fold: (1) To get a chance to hunt out the covers, which will take 
a couple of days. (2) What to do with the books? e do not need them for our 
So thwestern Indiana post offices. Our study of the post off1ces is complete 
except for trouble spots in about 20 post offices, and right now we have our re
search worker in Washington working on those. If I were a person of means, I 
would get them and donate them to the Collectors' Club Library. I am still tempted 
to do that, knowing full well that I have no bus1ness making any donat-ions when 
II\Y' teacher's pension is thousands of dollars in arrears and I have o~ a few years 
ahead of me in which to clear it up. True, it would not cost me any cash, and that 
is a point to be considered. Several auction dealers want to sell it at auction 
for John, but we both hate terribly to see the set scattered after it took such 

ork to brinf it together. Its great value is in its intactness. It isn't com
plete, but i is the most nearly complete set there is. I must do some prom;pt and 
careful deCiding very soon, to give John an answer. As ever, ~ 



October 11, 1954. 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook ••••• 

From: Gordon Bleuler 
2115 Barberry Drive 
Dallas 11, Texas. 

On my return from a little vacation trip to Richmond, 
Va. to attend the Convention of the Confederate stamp 
Alliance, I found your letter returning the cover 
that I sent for you to look over. 

From the manner in which I submitted the cover I 
sent to you I believe you will agree that I bad no 
idea that either of these covers were not good. To 
set the record straight • •• the "Steamer Travis" i tam 
came out of a little group of covers that I purchased 
from Jack Shipman (no,.] deceased) of the Shipman stamp 
Company, about five or six years ago. The 3 Cents 
1861 cover ~th the New Orleans - Steam Boat marking 
came out of a large box of covers that I purchased 
from one of Bobert A. Siegel's auctions about two 
years ago. 

NO,\f, there is something else that appears a bit 
peculiar to me about this whole situation, and frankly 
I just do not understand what goes.... About a year 
ago I noticed an advertisement in one of the Stamp 
Journals (I believe it -was GoSSip l-1agazine ) , of a 
H. Scruggs, '\-Tho appears to be an authority and does 
considerable writing on packetboat markings. He 
seamed interested in this type of material so I sent 
him the covers to look over. He returned the covers 
and said they were interesting, but that he did not 
wish to buy them. What I do not understand, if the 
covers were not good then, why vmsn't somethi ng said 
at the time to t his effect. In other words, 'Why '.fere 
they good then, and t hen a year later t hey are said 



--- ._---

to be no good. By implication, I was left tvi th the 
impression that these covers were o.k. 

NOt-T frankly, as I said in my letter to you when I sent 
you the 3 cents 1861 issue cover, the packet boat field 
of cover collecting is just not of interest to me and 
I am not too well informed regarding the different 
markings. If this cover is proved to be fraudulent 
I "dll have no 0 bj ection to returning this cover to 
you to be so marked~ 

There are several po'ints about it which I t-]Quld be 
interested in having you give me some more information. 
The 3 cent 1861 tied by postmark, whiCh you say is not 
legible, is actually a blue Nashville, Ten. t..buld it 
not have been possible for this letter to have been 
mailed aboard the steamboat and placed in the mails 
at Nashville, Ten., -where it VJ8.S postmarked and the 
additional Due 3 marking was added. It seems a little 
odd to me that anyone faking a steamboat marking such 
as this would have struck it so light and applied it 
so indistinctly. It seems peculiar that a faker vrould 
have bothered to change the date on the packet marking 
in manuscript. 

You may have additional information as to "lhy you 
believe this packet marking to be fraudulent. I "rill 
appreciate hearing from you in this connection. 

Since the authenticity of this cover has now been 
questioned I am sending the cover to another friend of 
mine "rhose opinion I would like to have. 

I am vrriting Mr. Ull'phy, who lives in Ft. Worth, Tems, 
regarding the other cover with the "Steame! Travis" 
marking. The cover t.ras not so ld, but traded to him 
for something of Tems interest. I will advise him 
that if he wishes to return it to me, "Te can come to 
some agreement on adjustment or I will return the items 
he traded to me. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 



ctober 18,1 54. 

x. tanley B. Auhbrook 
.3.3 N. Ft. Thoma" Ave. 
Ft. Thor.lt13, ~-entucky 

Dear II'. shbroo : ...•..• 

From: Gordon Dleuler 
2115 Barberry Drive 
Dalla~ 11, Texas. 

ThaI"J-:: you for your 'dnd letter in reply to 
my letter of the 11th. There vJaS no intent in 
my letter to question your opinion as to the 
authenticity of t 10 cover in que~"i:,ion. It. cioes 
cone a., a Lhoc';: to find t.hat eoverc you have 
proviou .... ly submitt.ed to :::o;ncone that you thO'lght 
mei -.;omething about this particula' fiela, no,oJ 

prove to be fraudulent. 

Actually, I ar the only one really stuck on 
these covers, and have no recourse on then due 
to the ,·ray they were acquired. I am currently 
engaged in maldng restitution to Hr. lIurphy of 
!'t. Horth for the cover traded to him. 

It does seen peculiar that the only tllO , early 
.' soca.lled 'packet covers I have acquired, in all 

of ny collectinr experience, should turn out tris 
,JaY. I have occasionaly run across covers from 
dealers, and from auction salos, ',mere the stanps 
have been added, replaced, tied-on, etc. but these 
are the fir'"'t, and only, packet items uith uhich I 
ha.ve had any experience. 

I hC4.ve sent the NOll Orleans item off to a friend 
Hho collect::: covers, as :!: "a.nteC' him to sec this 
particular i ten. You need have no feur that. this 
material Hill re..-nain 1.lIl!:lar::e' and allo'fed to decei v 
~one other collector ':'n the future. '1.'he:::o covers 
,rIll both be dest/royed ...• in the preGence of cone 
re ..... iuble "uitne:Js. Don It you think this is the best 



} , 

way of handling this type of mate:dal? 

Let me say again that I appreciate your 
opinion v er y l~uch, and I am sorry that it is 
not possible to discuss personally thc various 
points \mich prov e these iter1 G one , roy or another. 
I am certainly very nuch int erest ed in the \lay 
the evidenc e is developed . 

Very truly yours , 

~~~ 
PS. On t he que[.t ion of f akes , reproduction.." ect . 
ther e is ono point' that I do not undero.;tand , and 
perhapn you can enli chten de on this point. When 
at Richmond a couple of "Teeks ago, I noticed some 
of the dealers were sell ing full sheets of the 
5 Cent - C. S.A. London Printing. These are very 
good reproductions of fakes, the color is very 
close to that of the original, yet they are not 
marked in any Hay. No doubt, onee they are cut 
up and sold, and passed from. hand to hand, many 
many unuary collectors 'Hill be buying a fake stamp 
f or the real thing ( a cheap stamp, but currently 
nriced around ,r . 75 or 1. 00 ) . vlhy do the American 
dealers sanction this type of i ssue and sell it 
along with their genuine merchandise. I just do 
not understand why selling this t ype of stamp is 
alloved t o continue.. to the uninformed coll ectors. 



_ Gordon Bleulcr~ 
2115 Barberry Drt , 

Dall II il, T • 

Dear Mr. Ble r: 

Oct. 14, 1954. 

I n te that you be i that the 

I note that ;you subnitted the covers to • cruggs o£ B1m1nghaa and 
that he r turned th dthout c • I have no means o~ he did DOt. 
express an opinion re rdi th but my 8S9 would be that he considered th_ 
fraudulent, hence wu not interested in acqu1r th Some students do not 
wiunteer opinions on qu tionabl. itEIIS unless rested to do so. 

I r 1 sure th 70U did not eu.spect either cav r vas bad wb 70U 
offered t tor ole but I do think that 70U m1 t have avoided posaible 
critlci8lll bad ;you had some usura.e that ~ ere emdne before you atttlll]lted 
o sell th 

It 1s most regret,able that phUatel.7 1. pl h so ma.n,y croolai 
who mauututure take COTen. I He so JIIUCh ot th1a sort. of th of t 
material. 9ulDitted to _ tar • opinion. It. 18 moat di, 1ng aM I t17 to do 

:t I CIIIl to warn collectors t.o be careful and to ha.... aome UeuraDce 
erial 1s eDldne before they put good 1lOne;y' in it. 

Do not bother to r urn the 3. 1 6J.. cover to -. aa ! _e t.hat. :rou 
question III' opinion that th "Steam Boat." marking is fraudulent. I might add, 
that a letter addresaed to a town in Penrt83'lnn1a oould have been brought 1r&o 
Nashville bT a steamboat dur1 the t1me tb 3. 1 61 was cun-ent but I aa at the 
opinion that it could not have received the mar lIfhich appeara on this cover. 

Sine rel7 1OUJ"s, 



Oct. 14. 1954. 



ct. , 1 • 



.. 
I 

• 

Oct . 21, 1954 • 

Sine r ly '7 ur • 



;/:'...I.tl-··J .: .. -; v.h E;te-v-e'''''''/ 1"'- ~)/f'(/~(/-/.1 ;I ~-~j. :?'4;;2 / 

4""!lL. rr.- / .l7;-L,t~v idk<hv I.J-~- . 
Pho r-o A V\ d IVl e vY\"D 

~)' ( ... { eV) V'j tv1e~1 e y---> 
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Novanber 8, 1954. 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort 'lhomas, KEntucky. 

Dear Sir ••••••••••• 

From & Gordon Bleuler 
2llS Barberry Drive 
Dallas ll, Tems. 

Reference is made to the last letter I bad from 
you dated Oct. 21, 1954, in which you suggested 
that the two fraudulent covers should be taken 
out of circulation, cancelled and forwarded to 
the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation. 

I have been suocessful in securing the return of 
the cover I traded to aft. lobrth collector. I 
am anolosing the two covers, just for the record, 
and trust that you \I1ll forward the on to the 
proper party with the Philatelic Fotmdation. 

I am certainly sorry this incidant came about. 111e 
whole thing 'WOuld have been brought to a head a . 
couple of years ago if this fellow Scruggs had 
merely passed on the opinion on the covers that he 
had race! ved from an apert on packet markings. I 
do not understard this approach, but you can bet 
I v111 be much more carefUl in the fUture. 

Though I am the only one really "stuck" with these 
covers, I feel quite sure tlBt the ones who sold 
them to me had :Do intent to dehaud me am they 
were passed on in good faith. 

Verr truJ.y yours, 

~~ 



" 

1r. Gordon Bleuler~ 
2115 Barberry 

Dear la-. Bleul .. • 

ov. 19» 1954. 

• 

I tl"tlllt th~t you ~rill -den this t rdy 
.cknm·l ' nt of y ura of t £th eneles· the 

t fa fraudulent p cket COy s. 

.:;.ughter 

s a pears 

Sine rely your , 

cause • 

sc~ e 



,. 

• 

rs . Louiso B. 
Chair!!l..:"n perl COP..! .' t tee, 

The P i1 'e.c"lic Foun "tion, 
'22 l,act 35th St., 

Nm Y03:'1'" 16, r.Y. 

Dear ltrs. D"'le: 

Hov. 19, 1954. 

I aLl enclosi hcrmrlth ttro cov "~rith frau u1 nt 
IIpacket r.tar ingo" "ich speak fo' th moe1ves . J1t 1 sugges
tion -!;,l e"'e a.re b . B P fi .£ta to the Philatelic Foundation hr 
Jr . Go'don leuler of 211~ Bo.rberr"'J _ ive, Dallas 11, Tex,s . 

Yo' ill ote that I h· v, ca.'rlcel d both en tho fac 
in india ink. 

l;fuy I r spectfully au ge t tha.t the C l'!ll'!littee ex
prese their thanks to Hr. Bleuler for his kindness in rO.l ring 
these from circulation. 

Sincerely you"s , ' 

.. 
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MURRAY HILL 3-5667 

November 22nd 1954 

Mr. Stanley B.Ashbrook, 
P.O. Box. 31, 
Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

Thank you very much indeed for the copy of the 
letter which you have sent me regarding the 
"steamer Travis If markings, which are fraudulent. 
This is most helpful, and I will have it filed 
with our reference material for futUre guidance. 

Thank you also for so kindly forwarding the 
two covers with this fraudulent packet marking 
from Mr . Gordon Bleuler, to whom I have written 
thanking him for his gift, and for his nice 
gesture which will remove these covers from 
circulation. We are glad to have them in our 
reference collection, and appreciate very much 
your co-operation in this matter. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Louise B.Dale 
Chairman. 



<f 

November 22, 1954. 

~ Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 

'J 33 North Ft. 1'bomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, 17. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook •••••• 

From I Gordon Bleu1er 
2llS Barberr1 Drive 
Dallas ll, Texas. 

Your letter of the 19th is at bud along with 
the copy ot ,our letter to Mrs. louise B. Dale. 
I teel that ,ou have upeD1ed JaOre than ;your 
ahare of time and etf'ort in connection with the 
two covers. 

Regarding your DOte as to whether these two oovers 
might have been"tixect"by Ioruggs at some time in 
th e past, I have no knowledge of this. The covers 
were acquired by me &8 previously mentioned and as 
tar as I kDow the first time he saw them was when 
I sent them to him tor inspeotion. The first inkling 
that I bad that thq were not gEll'lUine (aDd traDkly 
they tooled me oompl.ete1X), _s when I met this 
tellow Scruggs (tor the tirst tiM), at the 0.8 • .1. 
show in Riohmond laat month. I tola him then that 
I could not understand why he had DOt passed on the 
inf'ormation the previous year. lben I arri"f'ed home 
I received the letter from you regarding the oover 
I had subrdtted, and at the eame time I vrot. the 
fellow I bad traded the other CGver. 

Since you have mentioned the incident of expelling 
Scruags tram the A. P. S. some years ago, I might 
add that he mentioned the tact when I was in 
Richmond. Also, I might tell you oonfidentially 
that he is personally very, very bitter t.-rcl you 
as a result •••..•••• you are probably aware ot thisJ 

Very truly ~ure, 

~~~~ 



riv , 
all's 11, TE'Xa ... . 

De r El.eulr: 

Nov. 26, 1954. 

T aYlk fo. your of che 2.2n • 

;}Ii1e I 
tetropckt 

ht b finit.o1y of t. e op 1icn th t 
5, but ~ laps y aI'S a o. 

I up ~ r quivc bad _f erug is hitter a ~inst 
Ii.e . He \"18.. Iu Ity t . he vo , it h 01"-,-Y Ui:ptllS' on from the A. p. s. 
1 hnd th ea reported t. th District Attorney but he didn"" have time 
t lx>thcr. !It k., lear CSl",e 0 using t e U. S. Io.il to def aud . He 
purcha5cc' counterf it Confcder .... te t<:np" ~ put hem. on cove" ldth fake 
po. tf.lU.rks and off red them under the nmG of nAla e.ma. Stamp . II He "ent a 
batch of th· trash t a. { r out in Dl~a shaw, ~ob., \/ho ent them to me 
for my opinion. Can you :imn.eine anyone doinrt such a thing? no" he 
io bitter ~ ainst m Il ~b he has reformed and don ' t do such t1in s 
any ore . I" nder. 

Sincerely YOUl'S , 



PENNYPACK8R 5-3237 

Mr. Stanl6,1 B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

September 14, 1954 

You will recall sometime back I wrote you about the 
Franklin Institute finding a 400 subject plate used for printing the 5¢ blue 
Confedera~e. This consists of 400 stamps in blocks of 100 each with substan
tial marg1Ils between. I have not been able to find any of the early history 
but think that this was one of the plates sent over with some of the stamps 
by DeLaRue. The stamps have long since been di.3eOu:t;i>Ru:ed and this plate has 
no doubt been lying around for over eighty years, nknown to the philatelic 
world. (" ' .. 1:- {., • / 

I am having some reprints made in both blue, somewhat 
similar to the issued stamp, and in black. I will have then cut into panes 
of 100 with margins on all sides but will have available some complete 
sheets. As I believe I infonned you, these will be sold for the benefit of 
the Franklin Institute and monies received .mll be used by them in adding to 
their collection of stamps, which has grown to some proportions. Atl it is, 
they only have the $5,000 fund which Jefferys left them and a goo portion 
of this was used for maKing the frames. 

I am writing to you as one who would have a good slant 
on both the dealers and the collectors. Do you think we could do better by 
selling only a few sheets at fancy prices or offering them on a basis that 
will appeal to all collectors? My present thought is to off r them retail 
at $5 a pane of 100, or $20 for the complete sheet of 400, ~upplying them in 
either blue or aLack, whichever is desired. In black it i especially at
tractive and while I have had but one sheet, which was rup off for my in
spection, I have seen them in the two colors and the printers have done a 
wonderful job. I will send you a pane of each as soon as I start to distri
bute them. As yet they have not been received and it will possibly be a 
month or so before they finish the work as they are doing it in their spare 
time. Of course dealers, if I can get two or three of them to handle them, 
should have them at about $4 a pane of 100. We will offer none in behalf of 
the Institute in less than panes of 100, leaving it to the dealers to break 
them up and sell them in blocks, should they so ~esire. 

Do you think my present scheme is better than some other 
one? It is my desire to get as much money f9r the Institute as possible and 
if we receive sufficient we will go into t , market and buy some grand pieces 
to be added to their holdings. 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 



• 16. 1954. 

~. L. L. Shen!ield, 
40 Highland Circ1 J 

Bra ilie • . .Y. 

D r L : Contid tial. 

t . 0 Phil rd ote e th :t th in 
Institute of PbUadelphi.a. had come into po session o£ 

IfA-~ II 400 subject pl te "used for inting the 5 La e. It 
eve ttl te to you at the tim bout 'it. 

recia.te your co ent. 

ith eg 



PENNYPACK ... 5-3237 

PHI LIP H. WAR 0, .J R, 

UUII WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

Septanber 28, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

I have your letter of the 23rd 
and would advise that I have just received 
proof sheets of the Confederate reprint in two 
colors and am sending you a block of four of 
each. I hope to have the sheets and panes very 
shortly. 

I ~ having a full history written 
up about the finding of the plate, its present 
whereabouts and the reprinting of the stamps. 
I ~ill have this infonnation published in the 
stamp papers and vdll also have a little printed 
history to go wit h each pane as sold. Monies 
received,after p~yment of the printing plus ex
pense in mailing, ~ill go towards the Jefferys 
collection and will ~ed in enlarging the hold
ings of the Franklin Institute. 

~incere~urs 

JLAA}. 
PHILIP H. WPJill, JR. 

enc. 



Jr. tw 
33 

Lam S-'::.nn: 

tha.t 

I am havi. 
the pL. e, itG Pl 

- ., 1 • 
S J. tn._ no. 'Ie 

lould advi e 

so. 
., used 

Sine 1y yours" 

(si ed) hll_p H. ~!o.rd ~ Jr. 



L../ loherry, Clifford, Steers & Shenfield,Inc. 
ADVERTISING " 

350 FIFTH AVENUE· Empire State Building. NEW YORK I, N. Y. 

Confidential 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O.Box 31 
33 North Ft . Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan : 

September 28, 1954 

I don't remem~er your writing me about Phil Ward 
and t he plate for the De La Rue stamps, hov:ever I was much 
interested in Phil's letter to you. The first question that 
arises in my mind is whether this is an original plate, which 
it certainly seems to be judging by the 400 subjects on it. 
The counterfeit, as I remember, was only 100 subjects. Poss
ibly this was the plate Silong t he sei'2:ed stamp material men
tioned in Dietz' book. 

I presume you want my comment on prlClng - I think 
it would be better to offer them on a basis that would appeal 
to all collectors, something like $10. for the complete sheet 
of 400 or $3. for a plate of 100. Also, since Dietz reprinted 
from the two altered plates in many colors would it not be a 
good idea to confine this reprinting to black only which would 
give them the status of priva tely printed reprint proofs? Of 
course, as Phil says , the dealers could break up the sheets to 
singles and blocks . One thought occurs to me - would it be 
helpful to limit the present printing to say 1000 complete 
sheets and then to return the plate to exhi~ition? This would 
seem to me to make them more desira~le than if they v'ere print
ed ad infinitum - and then in later years a second printing 
could be made. 

Encl. 

P.s. I get your point as to the genuineness of the plate. This 
could be determined by comparing it vli th Dietz ' description of 
the known plates in his possession. Also I would like to see a 
few impressions for comparison with the real stamp to make sure 
they were not one of the altered plates. 

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445 



I , 

t 

Oct . 4, 1954. 

t7r. La'tfr c L. Sh nfi d , 
40 Hi w.and Circle, 

Bronxvill B, U. Y. 

Confide tiO! 

ch for yours of the 2 h . I 
I te you nbout this pl ~t a y or 0 ago . Per' p 
make ch of lll1 inp ssion and y u forgot bout it . 

I cnc100:.0· nIno copy 
of m:I reply. I 'f!lD.y nt ioned this plat to" fclc a year or so 
ago. I do not recall rhether I did 0 not but if y e re to fl."'k hm 
it rill be okCliV '\ ·th .. I hnv not ntion it to 1 c 

ant' on it to Hubbell 1h n be \ h re ree tly. 
hin not to ent . on t e ~tt to Gus . etz and I hop 1 reo;) ct IV 
:rishes. I CiO not k 01.1 whether nrd h be in t uch ·th D1 t • 

Phil ... ent tuo 
a pcle blue that i" an cxc 

ocks of four - on in bl ~ck, the oth r in 
ent t ch for the London color. 

the plat • 
y Iill note that Phil pro's t 0 nd m '-he i:Jto y or 

thl co es in you shall hav a copy by' c.ir ... ·1. 

'ith best of ui. h 8 -

Cordially youro, 



Dear fbi.!; 

I ha¥ engaged on 0 v ~ant work thnt s 
urgent so this 18 the til"ot opPQrtunit,. I have to reply to yGUr3 
or the 28th. 

I m await 'With interest f'Urt.he 
ot t e Plate. 

'1th ret.! ds-



) 

PENN YPACkU 15-3237 

PHILIP H . WARD . JR . 

1818 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

Mr. tanley B. Ashbrook 
'33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear tan: 

October 5, 1954 

I sent blocks of the Confederate 
renrints to RCliYnor Hubbell and he writes me that 
he thinks they are the Richmond orints for one 
of the blocks I sent him sho 'IS the I1pOp eye" varie
t . I have never heard of this variety before, 
which seems to be peculiar to the Richmond or"nt
in~s. It has been ny thought that DeLaRue made 
all the plates and the stamps which they printed 
in London we nave naturally called the London 
print and the cooj es from the same '11ates hich 
were produced in Richmond were called the local 
prints . I realize that possibly in the meantime 
the plates may have been subjected to some 
damage, giving us the "necktie" variety and the 
like. 

I expect to have a small stock 
from these plates very shortly and as soon as 
thev are received 1. nil send you complete nanes 
if you want them . 

yHILIP tl . AnD, JR. 



1~. Philip H. ~ard, Jr., 
1616 \alnut St., 

, 

adelp' ia 3 J Pa.. 

D or Phil: 

Oct. 7, 1954. 

- yours of the 5th. Hub II obt.in his data from the 
Di z catoloeu of Con! do - ~ pa 136 - You rni ht cleck the~ varietieo 
and 0 if they < pre" nt in 1 eets of the .,.tllrlP • It w uld be quite a 
diDcovery if tho p1pte is nctunlly the one that \<1a" Ut~ b'.f cher & Daly 
in Richm nd in 1B62. I also su[£;est th..,t you read th Dietz data on JXlBes 
133-l8J~-135-l36 of th Di tz c~talo "'l" I r ally don ' t kno 1 if th re "ro.s a 
duplicate pI to of tl e on \ sed nt Ric n . It [Quld to th t Gus 
Dietl'. Wi uld pro apJ..y Imo\l me nbout th pl . t 1 a.rw other livil" person. 
I hav no u.., for h:L1'!l \m.a.tsocv ~ and don ' t ven peak to him. I hav a 'e11-
found opinion re~Grdine the old ra cal. 

:hen you send me the compl te panes I lr.ill check sarne to see it 
they contain the v. ieties that Dietz li;.)t"' . I bcliev all are ell mmm. 
~s you e al are eenuin R'c n printo ist and a 
friend of mine out leTe .i...11 Fort ThatfJaa 0 1l1S on . I \Jill cl eck it arainst the 
shoets you send me. 

Inc identatly , full she ts of th RicbmOl sheets ar~ r ally rare -
much oc crt n sheets of the London. 

He aros . 

Your etc., 

• 

I 
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Mr. Edgar B. Jessup, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, has 
announced the election of the following officers of the Western Cover 
Society: 

Mel C. Nathan -- Director and President 
H. Parker Johnson -- Rocky Mountain Director and Vice President 
Henry H. Clifford -- Southwestern Director and Vice President 
Roy Taylor -- Director and Secretary 
Henry Chaloner -- Director and Treasurer 
Stanley B. Ashbrook -- Southern Area Director 
Dr. A. Jay Hertz -- Eastern Area Director 
Charles Meroni -- Central Area Director 
Edgar B. Jessup -- Pacific Area Director 

Mr. Jessup further reported that only two ballots had substitute 
names written in. This strongly suggests that the membership as a whole 
was highly pleased with the list of nominees selected by the Nominating 
Committee. Our thanks to Mr. Jessup and the members of his Committee! 

Fellow Members: 

I have just been informed that I have been elected to take over the 
helm of the Western Cover Society. Thank you very much for your confidence. 
I shall endeavor to deserve it. 

The untiring efforts of Dr. Hertz in successfully directing the 
Society since its inception will indeed serve as an inspiration to continue 
the fine job that he started, I hope that our new Board of Directors will 
continue to have your enthusiastic support. 

I expect to have a message in each of the coming issues of "Western 
Express" on some pertinent subject of interest to you all. Your constructive 
suggestions or criticisms will always be welcome. 

Sincerely, 

M. C. Nathan 
- - - - - - - - -
PLEASE ADDRESS all communications intended for WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor, 
Henry H. Clifford, 639 So. Spring St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. But note that 
advertising copy, and the payment therefor, should be sent to Henry Chaloner, 
2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif.; and inquiries regarding membership should 
be sent to Roy Taylor, 68 Post Street, San Francisco 4, California. 
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T~ EDITOR'S rAGE 

The Oregon-Korgeries -- A Deplorable Fr~J 

In the April Issue of WE appeared an article by Dr. Polland concern
ing certain fnrgeries of western express ann other handstamps that had 
recently appeared on the market. Sjnce that r3~ue ~ent to press the 
entire matter has been bro~ght to light, the culprit unmasked, the money 
refunded to those who had been duped, and tho forged hanclst.amps thoroughly 
destroyed. So while there has been a certain measure of wrong-righting, at 
the same time there remains a great deal to be disturbed about. So let's 
put the cards on the table, face up! 

The "unkindest cut of all" was the fact that the forger was a member 
of Western Cover Society, and used his membership as a lever into the 
pocketbooks of fellow members. (How low can you get?) Furthermore, he 
was a "charter" member of wes, within the first hundred who joined. Un
fortunately, your Editor is not presently at liberty to mention his name 
without specific authority from the new officers of wes. Perhaps that is all 
for the best, for we would not like to see his name perpetuated through 
these pages -- as was the case with Shakespeare's "Musty Christopher". 

Credit for exposing these forgeries goes to Dr. Polland, Ed Payne and 
Howard Mader of Salem, Oregon, and Jack Schwartz of Portland, Oregon. Dr. 
Polland proved them spurious, and the other three did the detective work 
which ran down the forger and secured his confession and restitution. Ed 
Payne and his two Oregon friends first secured 21 handstamps from the 
guilty party -- their sworn and notarized statement reads as follows: 
"This is to certify, that the undersigned, at Salem, Oregon, on May 20, 
1954, in the presence of each other, did completely destroy the twenty-one 
fake handstamps, which had been made in Eugene, Oregon, late in 1953. 
Sample impressions of these 21 forgeries are attached hereto." Those 21 
handstamps appear on the photo-page which follows, which was prepared from 
the impressions accompanying the sworn statement. Since that photo-page 
was printed, the forger subsequently surrendered a handstamp of the Goleta 
"Kicking Mule" with the date "Aug 26 1882" -- hence it is not illustrated. 
It was destroyed at a Bay Area meeting of WCS members. 

So much for the facts. Ed Payne's letters read like a miniature "Who 
Done It?" and should be written up separately, to do them justice. Now let's 
get down to the question of what can be done to prevent a repetition at some 
time in the future. 

The best guide to future action is a careful and thoughtful study 
of what has happened in the past. There have been many forgeries, some 
of them very clever. The objective invariably is to "get something for 
nothing" by passing a fake as an original. It is safe to say that all of 
us have been "taken" at one time or another, with greater or lesser monetary 
injury, but always with great mental discomfiture. 

Forged western express covers are nothing new -- witness the "Tandler" 
forgeries, which have placed under suspicision all the covers in the Tandler 
correspondence, in spite of the fact that many are genuine. Then in recent 
years came a group of covers with printed franks of "Spear's Express" and 
):landstamps of "Pioneer Express" and "Dorsey & Swift". These were traced to 
the San Francisco Bay Area. 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE (Continuedl 

While the Tand1er forgeries were made years ago, with their origin 
correspondingly obscured, the question arises as to what action was taken 
with the more recent forgeries which emanated from the San Francisco Bay 
area. The answer is, unfortunately, "practically nothing" other than the 
restitution of the ill-gotten gains. No names were mentioned, other than 
by hearsay; and the guilty party lost nothing other than the cost of the 
handstamps and a few cheap covers, and perhaps the local loss of a little 
"face". 

And therein, I feel, lies the solution of our problem. It is a 
simple solution, involving human behavior and human reactions. No one 
likes to admit having been duped; and no one likes to accuse another of 
immoral practices even when he is in possession of very strong circum
stantial evidence. Furthermore, our laws have been so interpreted in 
recent years that one is fearful of making an accusation, lest he be 
sued for slander or libel. That is an unfortunate situation; but it can 
be overcome, with a little courage. 

As regards the Oregon Forgeries, a "confession" was extracted more 
or less with the understanding that no names would be named, so as to 
protect an innocent family. Gentlemen, I submit that the same gag was 
pulled in the case of the Bay Area J<'orgeries -- another "innocent family"! 
Now that might solve the immediate problem; but it doesn't solve the 
problem which will arise next year or the year afterl Somewhere along 
the line, some one has to be the "horrible example", or else this plague 
of forgers will be with us for years to come. And some one must have 
the "guts" to call a spade a spade, and let the chips fall where they may~ 

So here's my solution to the problem, and I'll back it up with all 
I've got. When next a forgery appears and is proved bogus, the matter 
will immediately be turned over to the Postal Inspectors and 'the F.B.I. 
Those organizations are not noted for their consideration of "innocent 
families"; but they are very considerate of innocent victimsl Their 
impersonality also serves to protect anyone who submits a valid charge 
against such a forger. Remember that the laws of the United States are 
violated when the U. S. Mail is used to defraud people; and there are 
plenty of other laws which can be brought to bear if the U. S. Mail is 
not involved, 

In the case of the forger from Eugene, Oregon, I would like to 
see him branded as such, simply a~ an example to those who might be 
contemplating some similar undertaking. I myself have nothing against 
him personally, except that he has damaged this field of interest to 
no small extent. I would not hesitate to name him, but for the re-
straint put upon me by my good friend Ed Payne. For those who might question 
my defense of a legal action for slander or libel, I have this to say. 
I happen to be a Deputy Sheriff of Los Angeles County; and I have 
sufficient of this world's goods to fight any legal action up to and 
including the Supreme Court. 



I 
~ 

• , MORE FORGED HANDSTAMPS FROM SAME SOURCE -- See Editorial and last issue. 





Dr. w. scott Polland, 
Al.bert Bldg., 

San Rafael, Cal1t. 

Depo Doctorl 

Aug. 16, 1954. 

UDder aeparite cover b,y air mail, I am returning . 
our tile of t e HaDSOD case. Unless I am IIl1staken 

~:i~~-=: a more of a simple damn tool than an outright, 
crook. Perhaps a t. on the same order as our erstwhile 
monke,y-shine, l.eY7. H. sure got ott e&87. I dOD 't know 
how Western CoYer 1et.7 bandled Manson .but it they' per. 
mit.t.ed hiD to 1' .. 1gn I iDtem to hAnd in Jq' resignation. 
Hanaon tried to reeigu trom the A. p. S. but wu not per
mitt._ to do so and the laat adY1ce that I had from the 
A. P .5. Board. wu that he would be expelled as or August 5th. 
I think Ed Pqne and his associates did a fine job in getting 
the &oods on Hanson and forcing him to contess. Too bad the 
aamt uld DOt. have bee done with lAYT. 

I held up the return of the Manaon l'!Iaterial lDItU 
aft,er your v tion which I believe is due to expire 011 the 
l6t.h which is next Wednesciq. I trust you had a most en
j07able time am that it did 70U a world ot good. 

Herewith I am enclos1Dg ,.ou a print of the Pony 
ExPress cover. I had Siegel send the cover to W. R. Parker 
~ at tide writing I don' t know whether Parker t)ought it 
vas eood or bad. 

With all good wishes -
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Dr. 1. Scotu Po11 , 
:Albert Bl . '; 

San Ratael, CaJ.i.f. 

De"'r Doctor: 

.me1:nbElr. 

Ie • I too 
century ago. 

July 20, 1954. 

I note you rl1l be on ae tion fro J y 2S to 
I tru. t you i ost .joy ble r • 

t 18th. 
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QE EXPRESS FRANKS AND HANDStAMPS: Since the last issue, Pep Thorp and 
I have exchanged some 30 pages of letters regarding his new catalog, which 
should be published shortly. vIhile I was able to add a few franks to the 
several hundred he has illustrated, time did not permit the gathering of 
additional material from the foremost collectors of express material on the 
Pacific Coast. So it was deemed best to proceed with that catalog without 
further delay -- subsequent additions can always be made through the pages 
of WE. The actual publication of that catalog is now eagerly awaited. It 
will definitely be a "mustL~ for every collector of western material so 
get your orders in early to Prescott Thorp, Netcong, New Jersey. 

I found the above correspondence most interesting for a variety of 
reasons. Chief among them was the simple question of what to collect and 
why, for there seems to be some difference of opinion. Envelope collectors 
apparently feel that the addition of a printed frank makes for a different 
envelope variety; and they will pass up a printed frank on a stampless cover. 
Furthermore, they seem to have little interest in express hand s tamps , and 
tend to regard them in much the same light as postal markings. 

Of course I can speak for myself only, by way of rebuttal. But I am 
interested in ALL express markings, regardless of what envelope they appear 
on; nor do I particularly care whether they appear on stampless covers, or 
on plain covers with adhesives. I welcome varieties of markings and varieties 
of color; but I don' t particularly care if t'Type 11\ (in red) appears on white 
paper, or buff paper, or on blue paper. It seems to me that it is simply a 
question of What you are collecting -- envelopes or express markings, or you 
can have two collections and collect both. But to Q.QMBI~ the two -- that 
way lies madness. In stating my views, I am well aware that it is differences 
of opinion that cause horse races. 

QE-WCSJQ~~: I am deeply touched and gratified by your response to my 
challenge for $5.00 annual dues. Only a handful have resigned; and most of 
those state that they have little or no interest in western covers. So it 
appears that we have lost no members who are really interested. While on 
the subject of dues, please note the following: 

Hereafter, and until further notice, regular dues will be $5.00 per 
annum -- and that entitles the member to ONE subscription to WE. EXTRA 
subscriptions to WE will be at the rate of $2.50 each. The same rate of 
$2.50 will apply to INSTITUTIONAL subscriptions, such as libraries, histori
cal societies and the like. Note in passing: any member GIVING such sub
scriptions can deduct them for income tax purposes, assuming only that those 
institutions meet the necessary requirements of the Int. Rev. Bureau. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PT,EASE ADDRESS all communications intended for WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor, 
Henry H. Clifford, 639 So. Spring St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. But note that 
advertising copy, and the payment therefor, should be sent to Henry Chaloner, 
2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif.; and inquiries regarding membership should 
be sent to H. Parker Johnson, 1330 North 12th St., Grand Junction, Colorado. 
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The Salt Lake City Stamp Club has elected 1yal Anderson as president 
and La }~r Peterson as Secretary. Both are members of W C S. Congratula
tions and best wishes. 

Collectors Club of Seattle~ Seattle seems to be an enthusiastic stamp 
town. A unique and very active organization is the Collectors Club which 
combines 10 se~~rate stamp clubs into one central organization complete with 
Club rooms and library. Their schedule of events could well be the envy of 
any city. Included among the clubs is the Washington Postal History SoCiety, 
which is active in early day postal research. Dean Bartley (\rJCS #92) is 
the executive secretary. 

Parker Johnson's Colorado collection took Grand Award at the Detroit 
show. Parker has also been elected President of the Grand Junction Rotary 
Club. The Rotary International celebrates its 50th Anniversary in 1955 and 
there is a commemorative stamp contemplated hOlloring the event. 

John O. Theobald (WCS # 161) won the Grand Award at the Phoenix Phila
telic Association Exhibit, January 16-17, held at Phoenix, Arizona. He 
exhibited Postal History of Arizona, and his collection of Wells Fargo and 
Arizona Territorial Postmarks. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * w * * * 
A P S Convention News 

The official prospectus of the A P S Convention and Exhibit to be held 
in San Francisco September 15 - 18 is available for distribution. Frame fee 
will be $6.50; frames to accommodate 20 album pages each with a limit of 
2 frames per exhibitor. 

As to awards to be made available for the Western Cover Section, we are 
happy to inform you that three ot our members have generously furnished 
awards personally. Mr. Edgar B. Jessup is furnishing the Grand Award for 
the section, and it is rumored that this award will be really something to 
strive for. Mel Nathan is offering a special award for Ghost Town exhibits 
and Dr. W. Scott Polland an award for Research. Our thanks are extended to 
these members. Several other members have contributed more than their share 
to the Club award fund, specifically Mel Nathan and L. H. Barkhausen; and 
your chairman expresses his appreciation for the contributions. The total 
funds available now amount to $39.00. We cannot hope to obtain suitable 
awards for less than $10 each and it was hoped that the Club would offer an 
Honor Award and four 1st awards. Thus we have not met our budget as yet. 
If you intend to subscribe a buck to this fund, won't you please send it now 
to H. Parker Johnson, 1330 No. 12th St., Grand Junction, Colo. 

We hope you will plan to exhibit and that we may meet one another 
in person in September. 

H. PARKER JOHNSON, Secretary. 



WESTERN EXPRESS--FEB.-APRIL 1954 

.'J1lli 1866 AMENDME~!T TO T~ POSTAL LAWS 

By ED. S. McCONNELL 

Page Three 

Some months ago "Western Express ll carried my inquiry as to the date of 
and the authority for the discontinuance of additional postage for forward
ing a letter. Subsequently, the same inquiry was published in Harry Kon
wiser's column in "Stamps"; and that latter inquiry brought forth three cor
reat answers -- from Maurice C.Blake of Brookline, Mass., (co-author of 
IIBoston Postal Markings") from John Gemmill of Yorktown Heights, N. Y., and 
from Stephen C~ Lyon of Providence, R.I. Mr. Lyon loaned me a copy of the 
Act of June 12, 1866, effective July 1, 1866; and pertinent sections of that 
Act are quoted below. 

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAHS 
Relating to 

THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
Together ,·Ii th 

INSTRUCTIONS PREDICATED TI~REON BY THE 
POSTNAS'l'ER GENERAL FOR THE 
GOVERNl1ENT OF POSTMASTERS. 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE POSTAL LAWS. 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, from and after 
the first day of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, prepaid and free 
letters shall be forwarded, at the request of the party addressed, 
from one post office to another without additional postage charge; and 
returned dead letters shall be restored to the writers thereof free of 
postage. 

"SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the tenth section of the 
act entitled 'An act to establish salaries for postmasters, and for 
other purposes', approved July one, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
and so much of the twenty-eighth section of the act entitled 'An act 
to amend the laws relating to the Post Office Department,' approved 
March 3, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, as requires postage to be 
charged at the prepaid rate, to be collected on the return delivery of 
letters, indorsed with a request for their return to the writers, be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed; and all letters bearing such 
indorsement shall hereafter be returned to the writers thereof without 
additional postage charge." 

*********** 

"Approved June 12, 1866." 

"Sections 1 and 2 of the foregoing act make important changes in 
existing laws and regulations, and greatly simplify the work of mailing 
and forwarding letters. 

IINo postage is to be charged on letters forwarded from one office 
to another, or on dead letters returned to the writers, and, consequently, 
no account of them is to be kept. **********" 

"'Request Letters' (described in the regulations of 1866, sections 
394 to 399) are also to be restored to the writers free of postage.*******" 
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RITCHERDSON'S MISSOURI EXPRESS -
by C. CORWITH l"AGNER 

The first mention of this express that I have been able to find appears 
in the Missouri Republican of March 8, 1953, in the form of an advertisement. 
The advertisement reads: 

SPRING AND SUMMER ARRANGEMENT, 
Ritchardson's Daily Express, St. Louis and Alton. 

ON AND AFTER MONDAY, February 28th, the above Express will 
leave St. Louis daily, at 4 P.M. under the immediate charge of 
J. F. Ritchardson. Packages, Parcels and Bundles of Goods - Bank 
notes, Specie, &c conveyed; Notes, Drafts, and Accounts collected 
or paid promptly. Goods or Produce bought or sold, and a general 
express and commission business transacted. 

Fast freight line to Carlinville, Springfield and all points 
on the line of the Alton and Sangamon Railroad and points beyond 
daily. Packages, parcels and light fpeight forwarded in twenty
four hours in advance of the usual way. The attention of Merchants 
and forwarders is requested to this arrangement., 

JOSEPH F. RITCHARDSON, Office on the Altona 
Feb 25 DTF and at the Alton R.R. Wharfboat. 

This advertisement no doubt appeared on February 25th or the day after (1853) -
but I have not seen it. On December 19th 1854 of the same paper there was an 
advertisement that he was operating between St. Louis & Alton (Ills) going in 
the afternoon on the steamer REINDEER and returning the following morning. On 
May 6th 1855 in the same paper a notice appeared that the EXPRESS had been 
expanded and that a DAILY EXPRESS between St. Louis and Belleville (Ills) had 
been started. 

On September 27th 1855 (Missouri Republican) announcement is made that 
RITC~RDSON'S MISSOURI RIVER EXPRESS will leave that day on the passenger 
packet POLAR STAR for St. Joseph and all points below. 

In the Missouri Republican - October 4, 1855 appeared a news item which 
reads as follows: 

Richerdson's Express for St. Joseph, Weston, Kansas, Lexington, Glasgow, 
Boonville, Jefferson City, and all the imtermediate points and landings, 
will leave this day on that new and favorite through boat, "Star of the 
West". They receive up to quarter of 4 P.M. Send in packages and boxes 
and they will be put through O.K. 

On October 12, 1855 a long news item appeared in which the statement was 
made that a "Joint Stock Company" was being started - to have a capital of 
$30,000 - in shares of $50 each. Subscription was invited. 

Up to this point he had been operating by packet boat. On December 25, 
1855 an adVertisement appeared that RITCHERDSON'S MISSOURI EXPRESS via 
Pacific Railroad daily to and from St. Louis, Cheltenham, Kirkwood, Meramac, 
Allenton, Franklin, Grey's Summit, Labadie, South Point, Washington, Miller's 
Landing and Hermann (all towns in Missouri, within 75 miles of St. Louis) BY 
passenger trains. Freights of every description carried at lowest rates. 
Money, packages, parcels and bundles particularly attended to. Collections 
made and returned in quickest possible time. 

Express leaves St. Louis every morning at 8. Returning leaves Hermann at 
2:20 P.M. Eaoh express in charge of a special messenger, provided with a good 
iron safe. 
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(RITCHERDSON'S MISSOURI EXPRESS - by C. Corwith Wagner - continued) 

Office, No. 12 Main Street, St. Louis. 

On January 5th 1856 a news item appeared to the effect that RITCHERDSON'S 
EXPRESS had held a meeting and elected seven directors to serve during 1856 in 
Ritcherdson's Missouri Express Company (directors named): that Mr. Ritcherdson 
was chosen President etc etc etc. 

The last mention - that I have found - of this express appears in the 
April 28th 1857 issue of the Missouri Republican. 

Apparently this Express did not handle mail (letters) but limited its ac
tivities to the conveyance of packages, specie, bank notes, parcels, bundles 
and merchandise. It was listed only once in the St. Louis Directories - that 
of 1857. I have noted that its envelopes had an embossed corner card - one 
which within recent months brought a very fancy price. I am sure that it never 
carried mail - had no I1Frank l1 and did not operate outside of Missouri - except 
it stopped at Alton Ills. in its early days. 

If this express did not handle any mail, has it any place or right to be -
on a list of western expresses that did handle mail ?? In my opinion it has 
not. I might add that I have a hand bill of this express advertising a trip to 
be made on the steamer J. H. Lucas. 

Regarding the spelling of the name ItRitcherdson l1
• The name is spelled 

with an S! on the hand bill that I own and so appears in the St. Louis City 
Directory for 1857. I believe that to be the correct spelling. As I recall, 
the only time that the name was spelled ItRitch~p'dsonlt was in the first adver
tisement (the 1st that I have seen) that was printed in the March 8th issue of 
the Missouri Republican. I expect it was a printer's error as the common and 
usual way to spell Richardson is with an ~ not with an ~. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEW MEHBERS OF WCS -- Continued from Janu~1954--!§~ 

248 - Albert V. Phillips, 13, 217~ South Inglewood Ave., Hawthorne, Calif. 
249 --James Turner, 2171 Mapleview Drive, Seven Hills, Cleveland 9, Ohio. 
250 - John H. Smith, 320 Washington Street, Providence, R.I. 
251 - M. C. Nathan (Jr.), 519- California St., San Francisco 4, Calif. 

(Editor's note: FOUR new members at the INCREASED rate of dues does not 
suggest that we arp. being exorbitant by any means. Besides, these four 
are equivalent in dollars to ten at the old rate; and at the higher rate, we 
are quite certain that they will make a greater contribution in INTEREST.) 

CH~rGES OF ADDRESS -- New Addresses Shown 

Douglas 1-1. Perham, Historic Properties Inc., New Almaden, Calif. 
Harold Longfellow, P. O.Box 161, Sedona, Arizona. 
J. A. Leermakers, 350 Allen's Creek Road, Rochester 18, N. Y. 
Walter N. Frickstad, 5548 Carlton St., Oakland 18, Calif. 
Charles F. Meroni, 828 South Broadway, Park Ridge, Ill. 
Joseph J. Cavagnol, l7-A Haynes Ave., Mathies Manor, Chicopee Falls, Mass. 
Howard A. Mader, 633 Brenner, Salem, Oregon. 
Robert Beale, 405 Central Tower, 703 Market St., San Francisco 3, Calif. 
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128 -
157 -
146 -
177 -
171 -

J3,ESIGNATIONS -- Regret to report the following: 

Kanaga 112 - Livingston 
Altman 160 - Bulger 
Biglow 59 - Stine 
Coops 81 - Eberstadt 
Galleher 135 - Powers 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
NEW APPLICATION BLANKS AVAILABLE 

80 - Hoffman 
120 - Alpers 
233 - Rhein 
78 - Reaugh 

119 - Butler 

Our genial and long-suffering Henry CHALONER has prepared application 
blanks for new or old members. By this time you have probably received a 
copy or two. Keep them handy, and use them lavishly in getting new members. 
In case you run out of application blanks, just ask Henry Chaloner for more; 
or simply get the applicant's check for $5.00 and send it (plus name and 
address) to Mr. Chaloner. Up to date; there has been no ruling on the $1.00 
initiation fee; but in view of the increased dues, your Editor has suggested 
waiving that extra buck, and has received no adv-erse comment to date. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
WCS NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

There seems to be a continuing interest shown in a new WCS Roster, which 
would list all the members and show each one's collecting specialties. Unfor
tunately, there seems to be some difference of opinion concerning its contents 
and format; and that is what is holding up publication. Also contributing to 
the delay is the fact that necessary data is lacking from most of our newer 
members, and some of the older ones. 

Regarding the Roster's contents, it certainly should include name, address, 
and WCS number. It would also be desirable to include each member's particular 
western specialty, such as express or postal routes or ghost towns, etc. It 
can probably be taken for granted that ALL WCS members have SOME interest in 
EVERY phase of western postal history -- hence only the prime specialty of 
each member should be listed. And don't bother noting the fact that some member 
collects Tibet -- that will appear in the annual roster of the A.P.S., and has 
no place in our roster. 

Regarding the roster's format, there are two schools of thought. First 
is another small volume, either identical or very similar to the one Henry 
Chaloner published a couple of years ago -- the advantage to the small size is 
primarily that members can slip it in the pocket when taking trips. Second is 
a letter-size job, same size as WE, and which could be published as a supplement 
to some issue of WE -- perhaps that could become an annual roster, published 
each yea~ after the new officers are installed. With these thoughts in mind, 
your Editor happily leaves the final decisions up to the new officers, and 
washes his hands of the entire matter. 

And speaking of new officers, there are rumors to the effect that Ed 
JESSUP, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, has finally rounded up a good 
slate. So we should shortly have an opportunity of voting for them. Apropos 
of which, a post card has just arrived from Prexy Jay HERTZ, saying that he is 
eagerly awaiting his relief, and stating that he hopes the new prexy is a 
Westerner. 
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FORGERIES OF HANDSTA.~§ OF WESTERN FRANKS 

By H. SCOTT POLLAND (vI. C. S. 31) 

Recently I have been offered for sale a group of covers ~ith forged 
handstamps of ~ell-known to semi-rare western expresses. All of these had 
certain characteristics in common, which when 011ce re~og11ized, makes identi
fication easy. The chief characteristics are as follO\.,rs: 

1. The impressions were those obtained by rubber handstamps in that the 
ink ~as lightly and evenly applied to the paper. The fibers of the paper were 
rarely broken and the penetration of the ink into the paper was slight. 

2. The ink looked modern, the shades ~ere bright, light and showed no 
evidence of change due to age. Under ultra violet light, the inks of all 
hand stamps , regardless of company, fluoresced alike. 

3. The faker of these handstamps did not make them from originals, but 
copied the illustrations from the 'Nell-known book 1119th Century United States 
Fancy Cancellations l1 by Hcrst-Znreski. This is true of all the forgeries 
except one, that I have seen. Since the handstamps are exact images of the 
illustrations in the book, it is possible to identify them by the book. The 
follo~ing handstamps copied from the illustrations have been seen by me:-

A. J. BAMBER & CO. PAID, CONTRA COSTA EXPRESS, Page 3, Illustration 
#31-see figures 1, 2, & 3. The forgery like the illustration in 

the book has a constant defect in that the T of Costa is slightly elevated and 
out of line. The lines under Paid are shorter and thicker than the normal. 
See Figure 4. 

B. ALTA EXPRESS CO. AUBURN Pg. 109, illustration #26. See Figure 2. 

C. TRACY & CO. EXPRESS, ROSEBURG. This is the only handstamp not 
illustrated in the book and apparently was made from another source. 

See Figure 3. 

D. WELLS FARGO & CO. EXPRESS, STEAMBOAT. Pg. 107, Illustration #8. 
See Figure 5. Note the defect in the E of Express. The letters of 

Express are also crowded together measuring abont 22 mm.. instead of about 24 mm. 
The W of Hells is diagonal instead of being almost horizontal. 

E. PACIFIC EXPRESS SSt CO, PAID, BIG OAK FLAT Pg. 113, illustration 
#44. See Figure 6. This is a miniature of the real handstamp, in 

that it measures 40 x 26 rom, instead of about 51 x 31 mm. of the normal. 

F. WELLS FARGO & CO.,EXPRESS, SACRAMENTO Page 107, illustration #7. 
See figure 6. 

G. PAID IN OVAL Page 103, illustration #199. See figures 5, and 6. 
Note how the letters of PAID are out of line. 

H. WELLS FARGO & CO., MARYSVILLE, EXPRESS Page 107, ILLUSTRATION #3. 
See figure 7. The strike is very faint, but the letters of Marys

ville are about 1/2 mID. shorter than the normal. 
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GOOD NEHS IN T~}!AY_OF SPONSORS! The economic soothsayers have 
missed the boat again! (At least so far as ~.,rCS is concerned!) Two (2) con
tributions have come in; and both were entirely unsolicited, which makes them 
doubly gratifying. New member Bruce M. GANEK sent in $20.00 as a "small con
tribution toward WE's success"; and John A. FOX gave $75.00 by way of sponsor
ing some of these issues. \Ji th such enthusiastic backing, we look forward to 
a most prosperous year. Many, many thanks to you both! 

Henry CHALONER spent a busy afternoon with your Editor in February, ex
changing ideas regarding WCS, and looking over your Editor's collection, such 
as it is. In spite of a considerable rainfall that afternoon, we had a most 
enjoyable time. Since that visit, our genial Treasurer reports he has been 
given a nice territorial -- addressed to Lewiston, M.T., with a Virginia City, 
I.T., cancel Sept. 25, and a straight-line Boise City, I.T., Oct. 3, 1864. 
(Oh to have friends who give such giftsl) A more recent letter states that he 
has gotten 5 more nice territorials, and one early Los Angeles strike on a cover 
from L.A. to San Francisco. 

Willis H. KERR has volunteered to help prepare an index of articles 
on western express companies. He has complete files of the "American Philatel
ist" since 1922, the "Collectors Club Philatelist" complete from the beginning, 
and the "Stamp Specialist". Your Editor suggested that he start with the Col
lectors Club Philatelist, and that he index all articles pertaining to western 
subjects, whether express or not. Now who will tackle the job of indexing those 
other pUblications? Remember that you don't have to take on the entire publica
tion -- only a few years at a time will get the job under way; and gaps can be 
filled in at a later date. 

William O. BILDEN writes two letters containing much food for thought. 
First, he takes a dim view of the usual run of trophies, which often are useless 
dust-catchers. He would prefer ribbons, which mean just as much -- and the cup 
money could be used to better advantage elsewhere, he thinks, such as reprinting 
worthwhile articles long out of print. Second, Mr~ Bilden has taken the bull by 
the horns and persuaded Mr. Guest of the A.P.S. to handle the sale of any covers 
our members might wish to sell -- see separate paragraph on this page. Third, see 
the following paragraph. 

Mr. BILDEN also poses a question. He has a Virginia City Pony Express cov
er in his collection. It was sent from Gold Hill, Utah Terr., to Folson and 
bears the handstamps of both of these points, However, it also bears several 
strikes of the blue oval "Wells Fargo & Co's Express Prairie City". So far he 
has been unable to find out where Prairie. City was located, or why that hand
stamp should have been applied. If any member can answer this, please write 
directly to Mr. Bilden, preferably with a carbon copy to your Editor for his 
edification. 

lL§ALES DEPARTMENT FOR_WCS THROUGH l'HE_A.P .~ 

Member William O. BILDEN has made arrangements fo~ the sale of covers 
through the A.P.S. Sales Department, handled by Mr. J. E. Guest, 505 North 
Ervay St., Dallas 1, Texas. This is a most logical arrangement, since VlCS is 
a unit of the A.P.S. Upon inquiry, Mr. Guest will send books in which to mount 
your duplicate covers -- there is probably a nominal charge for the books. 
Mr, Bilden believes that the commission charged on sales is 15%. As soon as 
enough books are entered, Mr. Guest will establish circuits of WCS members to 
receive the books in rotation. 



WESTERN EXPRESS--FEB .-APRIL 1954 Page Nine 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Rates are two cents per word per insertion,with 
* G ENE R A L S TOR E * a minimum charge of 50 cents. Send payment with 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * copy -- unused 3¢ commems acceptable. Mail di
rect to the Treasurer, Henry Chaloner, 2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, California. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I will buy, sell, or exchange express 
and Territorial covers from Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming, Lynn Crandell, 
Box 687, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

WANTED: Covers from Utah, Idaho, 
Nevada, prior to 1890. Will pay 
$50. for 1851 Straight Line Salt Lake 
Ci ty cover. \OTill buy, sell, or ex
ohange the above. LaMar Peterson, 
2159 Green St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

WANTED: Immediate cash by return 
mail for common to rare California 
P.O. covers, 1849 to 1895; or any 
Western Express Cover. Extra pay 
when markings are clear. Especially 
want used pictorial letter sheets. 
Will exchange. W.R. Parker, 1460 Mont
gomery St., Oroville 41, California. 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED: Expresses, 
Territorial, Ships, Packets, Post
marks, Covers of all types during 
the 1845-70 period. Letter sheets 
and other collateral material also 
desired. We can supply Western 
material for the collector who is 
first beginning to accumulate 
\1estern covers, and we can add rare 
and choice items to enhance the 
albums of a well known collection, 
anything from a ghost town cover to 
a oover of a little known express 
or a rare Pony Express cover. Write 
and let us know your wants or ask 
for our auction catalogs which often 
contain fine Western items. 
John A. Fox, 
173 Tulip Avenue, 
Floral Park, New York. 

RECENT~ICLES AND PUBLICATIONS OF INTERE§1 

"Western Wayfaring" -- Routes of Exploration and Trade in The American 
Southwest -- by J. Gregg Layne -- edition limited to 1500 copies. Order 
direct from WESTWAYS, 2601 So. Figueroa St., Los Angeles 54, Calif. Price 
$3.50 if ordered before May 1st; $4.50 thereafter. Illustrated with 28 
maps showing various routes, including Butterfield Mail, Pony Express, etc. 
Thanks to Ben MYERSON for calling this to our attention. 

~Hollad~.2....0verlan!LMail" -- by Alma McLING -- in "Covers", March 1954. 

!'McGn2el~292n!§LAlaska" -- by Joseph J I CAVAGNOL -- in "Stamps", February 
20, 1954. 

"Pacific Express Company Alaska" -- by Joseph J. CAVAGNOL -- in "Stamps", 
March 6, 1954. 

"Western Expresses and Franks" -- by George B. SLOANE 
February 27, 1954. 

in "Stamps", 

~Early Arizona_Mail~ -- by Harry M. KONWlSER -- in "Stamps", March 13, 1954. 

"Tb-e Port Townsend Kicking Mule~ -- by H. H, PARKER -- in "The American 
Philatelist", April 1954. 

"Old Traverse des Sioux" -- by Lorin C. WARG -- in "Stamps", Feb. 6, 1954. 



BETTMAN 

4018 BEECHWOOD AVENUE 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thoma. s. Ky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

CINCINNATIZ9,OHIO October 3, 1954 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing 
for your inspection a used block of the American Bank 
Note printing of the ten cent denomination. I would 
very much appreciate having, at your convenience, your 
opinion of this block. 

The block is described ae being a 
x ed block (Scott #187 and 188), some with and some 

ithout the secret mark. After my most careful 
tudy, I cannot agree with this description, but 
would prefer your conclusion. 

I sr~ll of course be glad to make 
ompt payment for your trouble if you will advise 
of the amount. 

Accept my thanks and sincere 
,LJreciation. 

Irvin M. Bettman 



,-, 

33-5/ 

Oct. 5, 1954. 

l1r. Irvin 11. B t tman, 
4018 Beecbvrood Av ., 

Cinciruw.ti 29, Ohio. 

Dear .. 11'. Battman: 

Harm-lith th, block 0 t • lO¢ 879. 
if you rIll put, a str ne glas:l on tho two bott tamp I you 
trace on both of the Its cret. ;Ok. II Tho top t 1 to left o.p 
ittle t_ :tce ~ii' any. 

or~c~~ '1..y 
plates bec 1 't o _ 

reller, t "'t is , 
we ccm nd,rance t er 

Y lU" I 

r ' • tl uv . 

that 
faint 

hm1S 

2. 8 • 



TRACY W . SIMPSON 
66 ALVARADO ROAD 

BERKELEY 5, CALIFORNIA 

U;zvv #7 
JJJ... J vr",ly mllJ...I. ~ "" ..r kf!' I~ 1.... F"'-«~ '" . 

~ "" I.> .... 14 h.L'~ 9-J "'1 o.l. -k ~ .jl" Y rL,.., -. 10. b ...L 
J, .... !- --t/>: r' I,b~1' .fl .... t-' , ~ /c.,....w -#< Ntb,:.t-"<' • ....t L 
,;, <iii' vN 0 I.±;: oW ..... .fL," f l. LA. r i~J m...... """''{''-. 

~ flU ... f,J- e.. .... "" -J.....b /... 4. to.f-l, ,f- .. 1-. ... 1 

111.... e,..tL ,0.,.,1 ..... <,~.l-< SELMA I>L.. ~PA'P 
(J J..J-{ hw,,_..i.. 

~ ~ ... '< I ..-., " r ri'.::.l W A '{ . 8,", -i .... 'IlL! -Ii. b,~ ,:+ , ... 
W J ..u. -* \,1 k * ..... ,.%.-Jh:r "u,.,,"- ~ ( r.A..t'" 
~ \,1. "- .(1'.11 J.:.\ "" __ w -{!:; ~.... R--tr--iL",J:<J, 

P- 'fv~~ -k . 
]I J.......1<. I,\.. " L dl..r tLr .j'. • ~ ... .f- ",. vJc.J S TEA M. Ci· A .. 

I'::' \"'...1, ~.:" * ",.k! I~ CP.o.,! ",1-. S-r" A M gO .. -r 
~ 

1-\. p .... k..... »,.~,,_ .,<""'" l" C.f(~lILL£ K. T (0· .... ...r (I.
..,J"b,t. 9t-~...., 1-,",0 Ie 1V V C .... ,.l...... ..... <0{ .p~ "... ... t "3) --ri... Jir......J,,~ t ,'-I ..j- -tI;: . ... wn,i • .At .1.. ...:..:.~ .,...:... _ * ,.'. ' . ,. 11_ tJ "vi' • (fNS-y) 



C901i~ rt Aura".... k. T. ,~-ik f,~ ,"d-,~ b,,"yt-r Ii 5b!!. (I 

-r-t L .... "....."Ml. CJ., <- P.k P....L (L.t .... }j 1,,,"(" 1,,0' "'-

~ f,M "r- _ ~ ~~ '.q ~ co"'" ",'It; MOON! 

V r= i2. N 0 rJ N, -r. ..\; "" ~...."L - c..,..,l: h'-- J "I-I, . -rL::r +. W" ",,-t 

".;, J- I,;;.l ,~ t.. cEo». _ (,.b........ h.J" ... .L I~f- \ k"....-J 

"".-\,(01' .111..."1 L * -1:;"",, ;tJJ~';" I,,'t..l. . 

9- q '- J~ wJ2Q ",<It. f.... ..J. f".". a.J.. b,...L· 1ft .. 

~11 J,l I~ b~it. . 



• 

, 

Oct . 5. 1954. 

, 
Calif. 

Ro - the "Cornvillo K. T. " co r . PrI 
it ,;hen ac.ui::: °t in 1946. ceo din to 
coll ct ° 0 of Tel'rj.toriala ~e uir by .... 
of the office. 

Gordon 
ol"lned 

It i6 

frota about this 
e for m tl Cha. 

on av me uit a his ory' 

surpri ed at the ice tl'i COy br ght 

t h d""tn y • 

AI' • re ·a.rds. 

Smcer ly yours , 



TRACY W. SIMPSON 
66 ALVARADO RO 

BERKELEY 5 AD , CALIFORNIA 

VJ2« ,4h ~~ ru--, ~ 11 rV-

_ 9 .. ..... V'Ll. :J--toft.fv I --Ie '1 ~ r * 
'0 fo,,,, .r/~ l~ '1;~ j,}ltrw .,f- ad-. J. 

-rf..- Ve.I", .9- w.do '" 2 p .b •• f -14. 

C U A rZ 1.-. $' to /IJ.J 1t t. Z " 
~ c. (,.r' I( ,J .r TE 1t.f'1- f1, 0 A. I 

,;, h ... , • ""'- JJ- .u:J __ '" ~- J .L b 1_ 
7~ t~..--,'- ~ Jl t(J l/ --- K ~ ,I ) 

-tkr' ,.. If .-;- 1. -4 _ s; ,:r W <J A' + 'u ,1"'""-7 --J;;-

J.1 -jk ~ 1; st-"-'-'" b o.j- f -k *- r' 17- • ../. 
to /I.,}-;/- /-Y-. -jI;.;) rUf"'- if- -jI. .r-I-__ 

b 
• f 

(,JAJ ~.. rolf: yDvh, F,,-- -/1:;.. 9 A"~ 
r!-- w,,", f,...b J.lf /' r If 'f / pJt~ u to ... Jl.:-'-., 1--<-

9-,1 ./--'" ,. u (J. 1. ,. II .. JJ.-, 4) yin- /0"",,,. /Jrw ~ , 
pMJ,bly rI- VJ<I --11'/,;) -1.0 ",J vo-ce/vJ. /........, 

.. A-rz--b • ...r -tif ,i,,/ ':!i f~..P ~ ,(E.-I- ~--t;: I 1",,,,-

h.v J./-r;J- r~/1 } fL.rt\ ;r 4'f--
d 

-jb:r ~ 
;:. h. iL '1 -fl:;J rya.v,.;i;. -i: ",t/...J-,;... r- --fk 'I-<f.;; 

;fr",- ;J.lrell .. lJp- pLJ~ f-. 1/
0

, ,/....-1 v.IF 

'if 5 .. ). ~ P-J, "V {.if", I.... JJ. JY.t,... ft 

1 uW;-/- ",,,1- J,. fjL,J-,.W 'rv' 

~
~ i>4, J",A +L.J<..// • .J p.., _ ,-../; .L.J---L- L V V 1 I"..:N, 1.< , 

~ rnr1· . i{v II'L'~ 
1~ 



TRAF"ALGAR 9 - 7663 

!llCarc ,JEaas 
14 0asf75//; 0/reef 

Yew York 
I " / " ~-~ 



Ur. 

retu ... 

f 

t ., 
.y. 

ctli e 

or th 

ct . 7, 1954. 

"1 in 

t this ;a:y. 

ut y 11 can r me th 

v ry truly yours. 



TRAFALGAR 9-7663 

:JlCarc ,Jfaas 
14 C as/75/£ C5/ree l 

Xew!Jork 



ct. 13, 1954. 

r • ~ 

75"(. Str ct. 
Yor . .:" •• 

ear 
• 

. 1 h \dx.h 

el y: 

• 



E G. GUY, PRESIDENT a. GENERAl.. MGR M . A . HAGERMAN. SECRCTARY. TI'tEASURi£R 

J G FLECKE NSTEIN. VICE PAU I N CHARGE OF SAloES M . e CLARK , ASST. T REAS .• TRA' ... IC MaR 

PHone: 125 

CRY)TA~ ~OFCftRSOnCITY 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft Thomas Ave. 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

" CORP02/TED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

CAR son CIT Y, rr11 CHI G A n 
Ionia, Michigan. 
October 4, 1954. 

Bilden of MinneaJ:olis sent me a bunch of covers which arrived today, 
and am returning most of them as am not interested, but some I perhaps 
ought to acouire but will not do so unless on your specific recommendation. 
I bought the valentine cover he sent me some two weeks ago @ $200.00 
which had the six cent rate - all l¢ stamps from plate one early - one 
r air being both Type III-A. Now learn this cover was Lot #321 in the ~est 
sale and Jefferson Jones bought it for only $40.00 but still think it 
worth all I paid for it. What do you think about it? Anyway, thats over 
the dam anyway. 

Am sending for your opinion, eleven covers that Bilden sent me - ten smal~ 
covers and the big valentine size 8t x lei with three 5¢ 1841's tied by 
crayon mark (black grid does not tie any of the stamps) along with your 
letter to Jefferson Jones dated May 9, 1944. I don't like the "FEB 21" 
date on this valentine tho, do you? Bilden says I can have this valentine 
at $400.00 - the same price J0nes paid Brookman for it ten years ago. Is 
this thing a good investment, Stan? Note stamp at left has tear in at bottom. 
Re the other ten covers, if there are any that you think outstanding at 
prices shown, please tell me in strict confidence and will take them. Or if 
you can make any money on any of the enclosed, take them yourself and send 
rre your check and will forward it on to Bilden. 

Am also enclosing a cover with nice single Type I-A perforated from Plate 
Four, position 100-L-4 (note "F" relief flaw and center line 5mm from stamp 
which positively identifies it at a glance). This is nicely tied am nice 
color even tho perfs cut at top but shows type wonderfully and got it cheap. 
Please sign this on back as being above and any other comments you think 
desirable. 

Let me know your fee and will send check to cover. I never started on 
Confederates and know nothing about them as you can appreciate but thought thsee 
might be desirable if priced-right. 

Rene and I came back from hunting last night because there were no birds 
where we went - winter must have killed them all off. Will hunt around here. 

Rene joins me in regards to all. Tell us how Stan Jr is doing and where he 
is stationed? 

JGF/ 
Enc:REG: • 

Sincerely, 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKf:S. ACCIDI!:NTS ABILITV TO OBTAIN CAUDE 4T POSTED PRICE , OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT· 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. tHE: PURCHASER AGREES TO PAV AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY TO BE ADDEO TO THE INVOICE PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE: THEREIN IS TO 81£ BORNE av PURCHASER 



~. J . G. Fl ck nutcin, 
419 Union Str ct .. 

Ion' , :Lich . 

Dear J ck: 

Y urs of th 
1 ru. ith. 

T 

Oct . 6, 1954. 

ith r' OUB nc osur l 'ch I return 

on ... nt me. 
CO! gel on 

I note that 
co e re popul r 

a b n selling 
client . I e 

h"'ndle cme en 
to the ate(? ) 
en that~ po~t-

11:l.urice Blake published a bookl t on the subject w ich is now eing 
o fered by lekcel's . Be sure and ord a copy for your library. ention of 
librar,y remin s me that I bought the ne C~nt book from Rasdale and 1as glad to 
get it . }fa.IV thanks for your kindness . 

I would like to have some of the"'e covers but J ck I cannot pay . is· I 

prices and then a.dd nou h to mak th a ood purchase. 

Two Val .ntine COV( rs - 3¢ t 51 - ote the rJr-+e "17 Feb" - I sure t ink 
this is \'Jell worth 15 . 00. I advise you to buy it . 3¢ ' 57 looks like FEB lJt -
Receipt \ias aft er Valentine De:y. I am 'ure t is i8 a "'00 buy 15. 00. . en ou 



, 1/2 . {r. J . G. Fleckenstein - Oct . 6, 1954. 

I, 

... 

b~ ite 5 like these you a e not spending rn ne,y but rather you are investing it. 
I remember th~t I sold Newbury s "'Valentine cov rs from a lot t t Brooks had -
also ~old Bome to Stark. 

V I t - 1¢ 1857 - To BiddeforJ, la~e. This date looks like Feb. 
15 . Come to think about it I gues8 Valentine .~ is Feb. 15 rath r than Feb. 14. 
I gue slot up a. bit . This li" cov r 1s worth his rice. 

V 
so a drop and 
cov r i tort 

• 

ndu ky, h·o - A r. 21 '64. Priced ~~ch too 
r 1 f tur stat uld e it .. ." rth bout 

is an exception item - v ry de
h. These cov rn ~ith U. S. tamps 
If you r nll lik t it nd 

r th 1 it et W&y. This i cd as 

10. CO. 
This st UP i,3 

r pric - lorth ... t lot 
r cnrd 'ont t m an a thi • 

12050 • 

.;;..;;.:~~~;;..:;::o'" - If th:... 'a pric 1,,00. 00 I would a vi ... J you to buy 
it but it i a top of 550, 00. I could llW. e everal reas ns my. 

Pl te Tly Sine~e fl All R l' r 0 This line is not a pl te ariflty - It 
is lhntblack I not in blue. I marked it on d iaeram a part of c c I? I not ee 
any m!1.rk· on the st p that 0'· ht id ntify ito Sin Ie te lE - A R li "-8 are 
to h. 

• bac • 

J ck, th re i no harge for th abo t • 

Tall r ne e sure €t a lot of pleasure 0 t of that coffee maker. I 
attach it to, t he adio lich wakes us at 6:45 R. l'. - by the tim I g t my f!Ye 
open - the coffee is all r a~. 

Stan Jr.' ship is due at 0 olk on Oct . 29 - Lilred and I r con
sideri driving down and meeting his return. fe believe he is due at Naples on 
the 10th after 3. trip from Bo ~ - the Red Sea - Suez, etc . The color lide h 
s s us are rnarv lou . Last leek, sil y arriv d, taken at Ho K n an Singapo. e . 
He may be able to get a 1 aV3 and corne ho e for a few doys . 

Our beet to you both. 

Cor ally youra , 



5+ 

• l~uriee C. Blake, 
11 Mason ft.; 

Brookline 46, Mass. 

Dear Mauricet 

Oct. r/, 1954. 

I have before me a large siz valentine envelope mailed 
from Bo,ton on Feb. 27 with three 5¢ 1847 stamps. - no year indicated. 
The staIn. 15 are dirty plate impressions and surely used either in 1850 
or more probably in 1851. In red-bro",'l'l pencil is "PAID 5" - also in 
s e "20' - a1 Jj.andstamped ".!:...m. n I tig\U"e that when the person 
who mai:led this was orm tho postage was short by 5¢ that he paid 
he deficiency in caSh and the clerk marked "PAID 5" - also the "20" 

and to be sure he added the marking "PAID." I believe that this is the 
nic.eet example of your recent discovery that I have run across. I 
niade a photograph and I will send you a print later. 

Do you have any explanation for the date of "Feb. 271" It 
Valentine Day is Feb. 14, why 8UGh a late date? I have seen a number 
ot similar late dated Valentines in th past. Has Valentine Da:r al~ 
been Feb. 14th, or was any day in the month ot February appropriate to 
send a valentine? Seems odd that a prson would send a valentine two 
weeks atter the day had passed. 

~-..-. -=---
or your inf'onnati n this cover with the valentine enclosed 

Offered to me @ 00.00. I wonder it it should command such a price. 

With regar s -

Cordially yours, 



E, G . GUY, PRESIDENT til GE/'IERAL MGR, M . A . HAGERMAN, SECRETARY. TREASURER 

J , G . FLECKENSTEIN, V,CE PREs. IN CHARGE OF SAl.ES M . B CLARK , ASST. TREA$. & TRAFFIC MGR. 

PHone: 125 

C~YSTA~ ~OF CflAson CITY 
iPCORP02lTED 

CRY STAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft Thomas Ave. 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanl. 

CAR son CIT Y, 1111 CHI G A n 
Ionia, Michigan. 
October 19, 1954. 

Thanks for yours of the 13th quoting from MacBride re the valentine 
cover and of course also for your nice letter of October 6th. On the 
strength of your recommendation, I have purchased the big valentine 
cover with the three 5¢ 1841's at $400.00 and agree with you it is 
most unusual primarily because of the history shown Or the 20¢ rate 
reQuired due to the fact that there was no triple rate in 1850-51 
until July 1st 1851. Seems as tho this makes this cover indeed unique 
and it occurred to me that you might want to write this up in your 
"Special Service" and illustrate it, and if so, am seming it along 
for your consideration. In any event, wish you would endorse it on 

the back with comments about the unusual rate and the fact that in your 
opinion it is absolutely genuine in every respect. Or better yet, 
perhaps you would want to write this up with illustrations and send 
the story to Harry Lindquist to publish in "Stamps" and if so, I would 
expect to pay you for the time and expense involved, as I think such an 
article would add greatly to the value of the cover. Incidentally you 
suggest I get a copy of Maurice Blake's booklet ~ being offered b.r 
Mekeel's but I have no idea who to write to to get this booklet, which 
I would like to own. Can you ~ive me the address to write to? 

Am also enclosing a lovely cover with s superb top row copy from Plate 
Twelve (something I have never been able to get on cover before) and 
wish you would sign this on back stating what it is and how rare in 
relation to a Type I perforated. 

Pheasant season opens tomorrow but I have to be in Kansas City the rest 
of the week and won't be able to hunt until Saturday or Sunday. Rene 
and Jackie, tho will hunt together therest of the week, and she will 
spend balance of the week with us at Ionia. 

Regards to all. 

J~F/k 
Em:REX1: 

If you write the article, you mi~ht also explain how the extra 5~ 
came to be paid in cash (or char~ed to box holder) as mentioned in your 
letter to Jefferson Jones (enclosed) in 1944. 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS, ASrI. .. ITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL, QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT· 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAl. TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY , TO BE ADDEO TO THE INVOICE PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES , ANY INCREASE THEREIN 15 TO BE BORNE 8'1' PURCHASER 
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'744 BROAD STREET 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

October 11th, 1954. 

Dear stanley~:~ ____ --------------------------------------------

I have yours of October 7th enclosing a copy of your 
interesting letter to our mutual friend Maurice Blake. 

From my studies in connection with old Valentine sand 
the customs of Valentines Day, I early learned that February 14th was 
a "movable feast". That i~, according to my understanding any time 
in the month of February vas co~sraered an aJlpropriate time to send 
a Valentinel I have seen them genuinely used as such, pretty nearly 
from the first to the 28th-29th of that month, \ generally in the 
1840's - 50's peri9d. 

~ 
Also" many persons apparently did not send a Valentine 

until and unless they had first rec~ived one. So, datings after 
February 14th are quite often seen, on Valentines ~ent as a sort of a 
"reply", to one ~~cei ved earlier. ./ 

I \ 4 { 
I pa:14 $500,. lio my ~¢ 184'1 Valent~ne, - two beautiful 

copies of the stamp on a cove~ with nNe York & N. Haven R.R." postmark 
in red. Whether tnat was too mucn or not only time can tell, - as in 
many such cases it :was beautiflll,- and I wanted itt But in view of that 
I would say that the pri~a of $4G0~ being asked for the one you des
c r ibe, showing the untis~al rate of 15¢ pafa with three of the 5¢ 1847 
stamps, certainly does not see~ out of lin~. 

Finally, the "auct£on sale of Valentines which took place 
in New York", about which you inquire, was held by our old friend H.C. 
Barr February 26-27, 1952. It included the Mrs. Diamont Valentine with 
the 10¢ 1847, - still the only one known, - which I think brought $1400. 
I tried to buy that one too, but it was far too much for my pocketbookl 
My card index has notes of various other sales in which Valentines 
formed a part, and I'll be glad to give you a record of them if you 
want me to. 

My best1 

MacB/HK 



) ir~~ the desk of /~Yr~ 
MR. VAN DYK MAC BRIDE 

To c?~ - ----., 
(/P..9,~~~~ 

~~z:h1) 

&~~~--
'~~~81-~o{ 

~/tF'f7~" 
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~x:~ 
r~~~ 
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Mr. J. G. FleeJ!enstem , 
419 Union Street, 

Ionia, I.fich . 

Oct. 13~ 1954. 

III have yours of October 7th enclosi ng a copy ot your inter
esting letter t o our mutual triend l.Ja.uriee Blake. 

_ "From :&Udies in connection with old Valentines and the 
cu"8t' 0 - V ntliies Day, I early learned that F brUBl7 14th was a 
'movable. feast.' '.1'hllt is, •. ccording to ~ understanding m1Y' time in the 
month of February was considEred an appropriate time to ""end a Valentine, 
I have seen thEm genuinely used as such, pretty: nearly from the fir t to the 
28th-29th of that month, - en rally in the lS40's - 50's period. 

II Also, many p rsons apparently did not c-end a Valentine Until 
and unless they had tir"t received one. SO, datings aGer Februar,y 14th are 
quite often seen, on Valentines sent as a sort. of a 'reply,' to one receiyed 
earlier. 

"I paid 500. tor my 5¢ 1847 Valentine, - tlO beautitu1 copies 
with tN. York & N. Haven R.R.' postmark in red. 

Whether that was too much or not only time can tell, - 8.8 :in ~ such cas_ 
it was beautiful, aDd I wanted itS But:in view ot that I would say that the 
price of' 00. beine a~ked tor the one you describe, showing the UIIU8liAl. rate 
of l5¢ paid dth three ot the S¢ 1847 stamps, certaj,nJJr does not seem out ot line. 

"Finally, the 'suet' on sale of Valentines which took place 1n lew 
York, t about which Y'ou inqUire, was held by cur old frined H. C. Barr 'e"""27 
2~27, 1952. It included the 11rs. Dtamont Valentine Wilb the 10. 1847, - still 
the only one known, - which I think brought 1400. I tried to ~ that one too. 
but it was tar too much tor D\Y pocketbookS Kr card index bas notes ot yarioua 
other wee in 'Which Valentine. tenDed a part. am I'n be glad to ive you a 
record at them it )"OU want me to." (unquote) 

It you have a cop,r of the American Philatel ist tor Februar,r 1948 
you will tind quite a tine article on Valentine covers b1 MacBride. 

Regards. 

Yours etc., 
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Oct. 7, 1954. 

Jr. R. Dick on 
21854 CrOl'm ell Av ., 

F • 'ViC1i1 <lrk lio . 

ar • 

is no 11 1 co' n"~ura1ly 
net si 

T i c b i" dated in Au u t 1B64 at th t t' 
hLd depr ci ted to such o~ nt that it t~ok oney 

to 
high r 

a. doll 1 , .0 il reight b' 
ber it 'n in Conredcrat mon • 

Th re :.. e for the a.bove but you can r :'mburs mo for the 
reui tered po tag • 

v,'ith regards -

Sir:c rely :rour I 



'" 1 I , 

Mr. RIO Dickson, 
21854 CrOIm 'ell Ave., 

Fairview Park. Ohio. 

Deer 

Oc. 22, 1954. 

Yours of the 19th received and herewith I am returning the 
cover from France to New Orleans with the N. O. U.S. City Post -

marking. I never made much of an effort to re 
known use of this marking but glancing thru DW' i'i 

appears that cover 46A On page 170 of Vol. 2 of ~ One Cent' 
is the record I had, viz., n.c. "Nov. 12" 1851. Your 

, a month earlier. I ~ advising Elliott 
Perry ot your inquir if' he haa a.n;r record of an earlier 
use. Do you mind if I furnish him '''lith a photo print in the event 
he would like to have one? 

In r:JY' One Cent book on page 171 - Vol. 2, I illustrated a. 
cover from France - somewhat similar, and I have a record of others 
in the same category. Please note coy r on p ge 170 - It has a 3¢ 
and a lf 1851. \Jhat would be your explanation of the 4¢ rate - the 
extra li? I don't believe Perr,y gave any explanation of this cov r 
in his te.: • 

No ~ tor a reply to this letter as I will be awCV until 
the 5th or 6th of November. 

Sincerely yours J 





/ 
I~ 



michael miller 
26 S. CAL VERT STREET A.P.S.LIF'E Ne.a3 S . P. A . 

ESSAY-PROOF. a . I.A • 

• ~E3'MD' 

)~ 

S . C . S. C . C. N . Y. CONF. S . A. 

September 27th 

Dear Stanley, 
\ 

I have ~i'9ictaUtui~tter with 
photo and am sorr,ytthat~~ ~e~een very envolved 
with our show and special display of Carriers from 
Baltimore that I have assembled for this Sunda~ -
be8inning a week exhibit. This iS6invitation and 
is to be the feature. r 

Now for your query. That ~ has 
often puszled lie and I cannot reconcile the 8aae 
with the steamboat mail regulations. Enclosed are 
;'0 other examples, one fro. ~ friend French. There 
was no way to tell the date but they are atter 1863. 
PerhaPS, your great knowledge ot the shades ot the 
stamps may help_ 

Let Jle explain to you that at that 
period there were a lot of steamboat linEl! that ran 
to Baltimore. Every one of the rivers on the Eastern 
shore ana a~n the ~est had a line. The reads were 
all bad 1l£./ ~I!II f4 the little railroads raD down to 

,\ ,- -
the river"wharTes of greater proail'lence. Otherwise 
they would haTe to connect with the line that raD 
all up the shore to Wilmmmgton or Port Deposit at the 
mouth ot Susquehana. Look at a JlaP of Maryland • . 

~U4!p=~~ive letters to the Haptain 
known to all ~nd must have mail contracts 
of some kind. Is there a regulation that has to d 

,1 

Alnder the circumstances. ith a way char e. Also the Due 1 
has nothing to do with any etter carrier charge for local 
deliveey, as far as I can see. Can you help me clean up 
the thttd steamboat cover enclosed, which has & +ot of 
rubber cement marks. With sincere regards _ ~ ~ '-



Oct. 8, 1954. 

:.r. lti.chael Y..iller, 
26 South Calv rt .. treet j 

Balt~re 3, Hd. 

Dear Hike: 

Than~s ver,y ~ch for your ~ind note of the 27th with the 
three B !It.5.l!lO_ e co ers which I enclose herewith. 

I have been iv this subject some th ught and the following 
may or may ot be correct. I mer(!ly offer it as possi~e solution. 

timore Due 1 - A fay COy r - uith the U~ fee of 19 e . 
Brought into Baltimore by aU. S. mail carrier - over a ile fro the 
p . l, . - You are fa.mll1ar with the 1"e at n re ·arding Way lett r5. 
A "CarrieI'" could have traveled by coach, horse, train or boat, hence 
these Baltimore Steamboat Due 1 \ ere ~ cover handed to a U. S. 
carrier to deposit at the BaJ.:timore p. O. and collect his l¢ tray fee . 

Baltimore, Steamboat . Due 2cte. This \oJaS a Steamboat .fee cover
a letter brought in b,y a non-contract mail steamboat - Captain entitled 
to a Steamboat fee of 2¢ . 

The ifferenee. The WB3' COY r - brc 1 t in by a. GovernI:lent 
carl ier ... the steamboat brought in by a private carrier. 

There may 1:e some other explanat· on but if so I cannot imagine 
the answer and I doubt if we would find same in P.L. & • ' s of the 
period. 

Re - y:mr "Due l" cover. The Baltimore postmark i'" 
do not believe that this hade of the 3¢ 1$61 was u ed 
so this could have b n 1863" thou . it looks nore 1ft 
Probably not the latter. 

I :rill a.pprecia.te yo Ir conJlent on the above. 

t/ith eat ashes-

Co di Y yours, 

July 26. I 
arly s 1862, 
5 or 18 • 



ct. ~ ... 954 • 

• 

In . 

I 





· /' ~ tL7~" d. L~./£-
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
I NCOIPOIATED 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stab, 

Birmingham,5,Alabama. 
Oct. 8, 1954. Friday P.M. 

I have your postal card of th 6th and also your letter of the 
7th. I think ·the whole trouble with the Service mail delay was brought about 
by a new postman, now that I have looked into the matter. I think we can 
drop the matter unless there is a re-currence. The boys at the office here 
are all nlce to me, often calling me up even on Sundays should I have a 
registered letter, etc . I'd not like to get them in bad unless I am sure. 

I had intended to get ~gur signature on my recent purchases even 
before I bought them. Remember I wrote you about lot 111 with that in 
mind . I will have to send them in seperate parcels due the the limits of 
value in surcharge on my policy, that being $2500. 00 . So please send them 
back in the same way, limiting it to the same amounts . I will of course 
reimburse you for the cost. I ·am glad you thought I did not pay to much for 
the ones I did buy. I think I paid high for one or two but made up for 
it on others . 

Out of the second days run I only mbtained lots 284 and 285 due 
to very much higher prices that could have been(I did not say they were 
positively) due to your article on the Hawaiian Stea~ Service . Ez is in 
Richmond at the S6A so I am sure he has not sent you the prices . Here are 
the ones I bid on at the second day: 
Lot £37- 110. 00 I bid $50 
"242- 180. 00 "$100 
I' 281- 110. 00 It $50 
11 283- 95 . 00 1\ $75 
't 284-* 70. 00 To ECK 
"285-* 55 . 00 To ECK 
11 289- 75 . 00 I bid $60 
11 290- 75 . 00 "$60 
11 292- 95. 00 Q $75 

I note your remarks about lots 102 & 103 and Edgar. I confine 
my Hawaiian so far at least to combinations with U. S. That takes enough dough 
as it is . And then only covers and no Missionaries . The latter are too 
repaired and torn for my way of thinking . 

I would be much pleased to have you write up any of these in 
the Service. I can only say that Cole has repeatedly told me that Coan 
was his great-grandfather. Be sure to note that a duplicate was lot 61 
in ~e first Ferrari sale. I think you might want to note in your signature 
that the cover was from the Admiral Harris cofulection. That might add to its 
worth. 

You say lot 87 was likely a Richey cover which pleases me if it 
was for I sure like that fine gentlemen. It was listed as Hawaiin #5 plus 
the U.S. #17. Will you please compare it with lot 119 which was listed as 
mawaiian #8 plus U.S. #17. You know I am very ignorant of these Hawaiian 
stamps and truly cant see where the difference is. Note that these two are 
nearly the same correspondence, the only difference being the date of receipt 
by t~e writin~ acro~s the left hand side. What is your verdict, Funnier than 
all 15 the pr~ce pa~d. 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATID 

Hawaiian #5 is priced much higher in Scbtts than #8, yet I got Lot 87 for 
$200 and paid $300 for lot 119. How do you explain that? Can you see the diff
erence between the two. Will you indicate when you sign these,if you do, 
what the SUS# of the Hawaiians are? 

Sincerely, 

Enclosed: 
~ot 74 Harmer Rooke Harris sale 4/27/54 For signature. 

10/4/54 For signature. J It 119 It I, tt 

II 87 tt " tt " tt For signature. 
V" 121 t. It It It tt For Signature • 
..J 1\ 122 It " tt " For signature . 

III 127 It It II It " For signature. 

The rest of these are not necessary to expertize 
like to see, maybe something of interest: 

~ Lot 136vHarmer Rooke Harris sale 10/4/54 

but I 

,.,.". II 137 J di tto 
/ II 284 II 

,,/' II 285 " 
~ 1\ 62 1\ 

..-"'" II 41 It 

___ 1\ 283 Samuel Paige sale 4/9/54 
_______ tt 284 Ditto 

.......-"'tI 28 Harmer Rooke Harris sale 4/27/54 
----'t 150 Harmer Rooke sale 10/17/50 
~' 321 Samuel Paige sale 4/9/54 

Total 17 covers 

Cost $551.25 
Cost $315.00 
cpst $210. 00 
Cost $136. 50 
Cost $220. 50 
Cost $147 . 00 

thought you might 

Cost 52.50 
It 78 . 75 
II 73 . 50 

" 57.75 
It 94.50 
It 120. 75 
II 36. 23 
II 38.33 
It 70. 88 
tt 44 . 10 
tt 21 . 53 

2269.07 



r. r on C.' , 
3008 - 13th Av ., vouth, 

BirIninbh" , a . 

ear E1n: 

Oct. 12, 1954. 

As prine of y tcrday, the 11th, I om 0 rotur to 
you all the cov 1" contained in your" of the 8th. You -ill note 
thau they are in the d'" e ordor a y u li ted thEn'· '3 ur 1 t r. 

.Okay ,on t e ctob r n rvice 

Thanl:s for the! . s you ave 
of the aal • 

on th 10 

• 

c nd .a:y 

e - Ha\-Ia":'i 5¢ st . 
it iu on a thick rove pap r . 
it is on a ch thinn r paper. 

Ho. 51.:15 • 3'e in 1~53 and 
a later rinting in I 57 ~d 

Re - diff renee bet Ie n lots S7 d 119. It i~ .ot eli ved that 
any of . S rec oed ·l:onol!.lu b fore th summer of 18~7. Jot t:7 s· ~'s a. 
use from Honolulu on 1~ 21, 1857, hence t 0 urly for I a so it "'t be 
5. I think it is afe to consider th t any 5¢ b __ u used befor July 

1857 are 1.5 . Compare the t\,O tel:! 8 en those t\;O covrrs . You can see' 
that 119 ::"6 on atthinncr paper than 7, also note the differenc in color -
(llliY them s1 e-by-side) - Lot ]19 is a I:luch paler blue. The (~iff(renc 
in price in thea tuo lots i indeed funny, but Em llith Knapp, Tows am. 
Harris 0 t of the icture '..Te have c paratively fet., \>lho really Im~ Ha aii 
covers . bny ma.y knOll tho f't,,-'lPS , but v y feu kn01,1 cov i.. and rates . 
Admiral arns did !mo II his Haw ii. 

In 3. ood Ii ht ~ompo. e '5 \'lit ~8. D nIt you see the diff renee 
:in color? 

/ 

n each 5¢ co er I ',rk d the S. U. S. mmtbcr. 

Henry lIey€r is aloo Q. very competent student of tho tOl!lP , _ "tes 
Cond cov 1,'5 . Aleo Elliott Perry~ 

Rega.rds" 

Cordia.l.ly yours, 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
IMcoapORATID 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

Binningham, Alabama. 
Saturday A.M. Oct. 9, 1954. 

Here are the other two covers from the Harmer Rooke Harris 
sale of last Monday, lots 110 & 111. The latter of course, as I wrote 
you was lot 510 in the John Seybold sale in 1910 and went for the then 
high price of $87.00. I think I wrote you that Eugene Klein paid 285 
pounds for the lot 110 in the Hind London sale and sold it to the 
Admiral at about $1250.00. So I did not pay too much considering the 
inflation of money. Do you think? 

I suspect that I was kissed off of the lot 48 by Ezra. He 
said it was not tied and was lousy looking. I only 25 or 30 on it altho 
my better judgement said I was wrong at the time. The cover I wanted and 
am now sorry I did not bid more than $250 was lot 104. I feel sure that 
covers with U.S. 12¢ 1851 and Hawaiian #6, the 13¢ red, are very rare. I 
guess this due to the fact that the two sales had only this 104 in the 
last sale and only one in the first which I think went to Edgar. I bid 
at Ez's suggestion $200 while he bought it for someone for $340., I imagine 
Jessup. Of course I have a cover which is already at your house with a 
combination 5 & 6 & US #17. But the single combination must be rare . I 
should have gone on and bought lot 104. 

I am anxiously awaiting the catalog from Ez with the buyer's 
names which he has promised. I will then send it to you. 

Cooler here yesterday and today, thank goodness! Thursday 
it hit an all time high in Montgomery- 100 on Oct. 7th. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosed: 
Lot 110- Harmer Rooke sale 10/4/54 Cost $1575.00 

It 111- U " U " 577 .50 

Surcharge for - $2152.50 
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Dear Starlley: 

C VI. REM.ELE 
14 E. Carrillo St. 

ta Barbara, 
Santa Barbara - October 7, 1954 

In your nice letter of September;;, which has gone unanswered 
until now because t~ere was nothin~ in it that particularly required 
a reply, you said - It F anythin~ turns up that is exciting, please ad
vise '!leI!. 

~ell - today I received from the Pollitz auc~ion the enclosed 
cover whi8h to me is exciting, although I rIlay be way of4=' base. I 
sent in a bid on it beca se I thou~h· from the c~talo~ description that 
it was a case of a forwariei cover with tne secon~ post~ark a railroad 
!tlarkin~ - not rare, but so' 'ewn;;;.. ';:, unusual. (I h'1ve sev r3.1 examples c:' 
SCUTt! C R('LI A R. R., se didnlt want it particularly for tnat ."ar:<.ing.) 

~ow, hOI'lever. I 100,( at the cover and can see no sie;ds of its 
havinry been for.varded. So why t'le rating, a (,andsta.nped. 5 of t .. e sane 
color as tne R. ~. post~ark? ~y conclusion is tnat the year date was 
1861 and that the route apo;ent caugnt the error made by the postal clerk 
at Columbia in accepting a northern sta~ped envelope as postage paid. He 
therefore affixed his postmark and the 5 ratin~. 

The scratche-i out me. notation in the lower left corner appears 
to read ItPolite attention of - - - - - - Jr.1t The words "care of Eliis 
Ball, Esq." are apparently in the saTe ha,dwriting ae that o~ tne address. 

Eow does my theory striKe you? Perhaps I nave overloo~ed 
soething entirely and a in 'ub;in:; in 'tlLn7'ul tninking. It se€':ns 
strane>;e that no one has noticed the proble'!:. before but tnere are no pen
cil notations on the cover to indicate th It a.1yone has. 

I III be much interested in your id eas a bout this. I suppose 
there are man! similar cases amon~ southern letters in the early days of 
the Conrederucy, but I ~ave never run across one before - if this is 
such a case. If itls worth tal<in~ a picture of, go ri~ht anead. 

I h~ve gotten so~e help fro~ wrank ~ollowbush in the form of 
data 4='ron covers in his collection, but his ideas aboJt the ~ and. Y 
markin'Ss are of no assistance. 

The APSx convention was very enjoyable - to me particularly oe
cause I had a chance to eet so manj people with whom I have nad cor
respondence. D'we !3a'{er, Tower .lebster, fracy SLnpson a[ld 1 sent 
q'Jite a lot f tiT.e togetler. Of course I see Tracy often, a,ld I had 
met Towner once before briefly in Chicago, but Dave I had never seen. 
Ha~ a fine visit with Corwitn Wagner, too - peculiar but interestilg. 

I hope yo.)lll like seein~ this cover, and wonlt mind helping 
me with it. 

S inc e.re l/" 

U-C:::~ 

(Two trains daily left Columbia for CharI ston, one at 5.00 AM. and 
the other at 1.40 PM. Both carried mail. A letter m iled too 
late to catch the afternoon ' train would of course go out the follow
ing day.) 



Oct. lJ, 1954. 

HI" C w. Remel.e, 
14 East. CarrU10 ., 

s.nt.a Barbara, C&Ut. 

Yours ot the 7th nd encloe the South Carouna R.R. 
eoY8l", whiCh I _ ~ heNWit I bave lit.tle doubt that 
I'.II8IIT collectors of Coat ... VWld wonder it th1a was a Conted use 
blat 1ll Dr op1n1otl it; 18 not Confederate mail had to be prepai~1' 

F..:=:i~~~_ or e it vas not. tQI"W8NK, that 18, :th the exception ot mall 
the <::. ~ Wh dul¥ ore ed, c Su could be fer-

-
I ... 

~, tree '.!.'he tion of y<mr cover, ill 
ophd.on, 1, that 11'. was over weight. that 1&, over 1/2 ounce, one 

rate one rate due - period 1851. to 1855. I therefore Mg. 
the was 54. Hq 1853 would be too early tor a stamped en-
velope and May lBSS or later would ha been Due 3 for the seQ) lid 
rat One vonders what enclosure ooUld have ca.ueed a double rate 
tor .. amall. an envelope wt I feel. sure ibis 15 the l8XPlanaticxu 

I ~ nwer sec a POlt • due (c1T1l1an) Confed that I can 
reeal J, am furtb .. , Contecl Railroad covers are om hing we seldom 

Ul'OII8. I believe ihat TOU will find that tt is R.n. m k would 
1'. about. r1gb.t tor the 78U' 1854. 

I _ WODie:riDg hOw ... Conted n. cover'" you have run acros ? 
I never ta'iid. to locat whioh eould JI.l6Uit, that they are not as Ie ree 
ulth 

FJ"OII all who attcd the SF. P S. COllY_ion, the report 
-what a tine t1.- th.,. h I was surprised to leam that uv 

Corwith W&gfteJ" ill attendauoe. A very tine chap. Dave 
Bakel" and h18 brother are gathering lome tine material. Th.,. don't 

U1¥ tiDer than Tower:lebA • 

W1th everr good v:lah -

Cerd1aJ.+y ,.oura, 



MEMBERS 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G . WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Deat Stan: 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

September 24, 1955 

We have just had a report from the Foundation on the 
5¢-lO¢ 1847 combination cover, which was lot 88 in the Waterhouse 
sale. The Foundation's certificate reads, "pen cancellation has been 
remOved or faded from the stamps, otherwise the cover is genuinel¥: 4 

used in all respects. 11 

In your letter of August 1 you graCiously told us that if the 
Foundation stated this item "s genuine, you would not fuss with them. 
We are so delighted with their opinion that we are not going to ask you 
to even examine the cover but shall just hope that they are right. 

We are going to examine the Caspary Postmasters in New 
York next week. If you have any notes. covering some of these items 
and based on which you would like to render a profe s sional opinion, please 
let us hear from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

rhw:lc 



Oct. 3" 1955. 

[ 
( 
• 

Mr. RaYlllond H. -leill, 
% Ra;vmond H. [eill Co., 

407 Royal tt." 
New Orleans 16, La. 

Dear Raymond: 

This will ac owledge receipt of yrurs of the 22m and 24th, and also 
return of the two sheete f the 3¢ green. i am sortY that they W re not quite 
fine enough for your client. I appreciate tle postaf,e {hich you enclosed but 
inasmuch as I do riot think I am entitled to this I am returni same . 

It does seem a bit strange to me th4 t the P. F. woul condemn the 3¢ 
1861 block. Just think, this same block has been considered a ~ink ev€r since 
1890 by nll the leadinG authorities since that time, - John Luft, 'Ylorthington, 
Duveen, Charley Phillips, Kennett, Arthur Hind, Waterhouse an' lastly Dr. Bacher . 
In spite of this record, the P.F . states it is not~. I am not prepaYled to ex-

.,,;;.. press an opinion because I never had the opportunity to rmke a close examination • 
. ~ mif!ht, agree with the P. F. am I might disaeree with them . I do rot know . As 

, 
j 

~ as I am aware, Elliott Perr,r never stated it was not a Pint. I would rather 
. ~.is opinion than MY'member of the P. F. Conrnittee. He recently informed me 

e block was not submit ted to him. 

I note the Conmrl.ttee passed as genuine Lot 88 - the 5¢-lO¢ combination 
ca..ver . I note that theY' stated, "a pencancelation has been rennved or faded from 
the stamps . " I was absolutely unaware ot this feature . I will forget. the cover 
as I have no desire to fuss with the Committee, but I do t.hink that they should be 
·more careful. I have certain infomation about the cover theY' do not have. They 
did not a.sk nw opinion regard:ing it. I am glad ~t they didn tt , because I re
ceive no compensation when I examine covers tor then, and it requ:ires a lot of 1!I\V 
time t pass on items t f1Y submit to rne. 

Re - the Caspary postmasters. I make no claim to an.y expert knCMledge 
on this class of material. I am sure you would be just as canpetent as I am in ex
amining such items in the Caspary collection. A.li'red was a very keen student and 
if there was one speciaJ.tY' that he knew from A to Z it was U. S. and Confederate 
P. ~1.Provisionals . I doubt if he had any fates . 

\-lith best wishes to oger and you. 

Cordially yours, 



Oct. 4, 1955. 

r 
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