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Mr, Samuel C., Paige,
45 Bromfield St., -
Boston 8, Mass.

Dear lir, Paige:

_ Your Air Special was not delivered to me until noon today,
though there is no excuse why it should not have been delivered yesterday,
Boston is only a few hours by air from Cincinnsti. I note it bears the
Boston poatmark of "Apr 3 11 P.ll." - Ft. Thomas is a sub-station of the
Newport P.0. and your letter bears the postmsrk of the latter office as
"Apr 5 ~ 9:30 AM," Buch service is sure disgsting. I am incuiring of
the Newport office why this delay.

" Regarding the cover. I examined it very carefully under my
high-power bipocular and I note some very suspicious festures. I have
Tun across covers which had the original 3¢ "6l stemps removed and some
" stamp with & rsre csncelation substituted snd the "tie"” very convincingly
‘painted. The upper right corner with the piece added chows monkey-business.
I believe it would be advisable to offer the cover "as is." It is most dis=-
couraging to hsve fraudulent covers turn up because cancelations ere such an
interesting field for specialization. : '

My fee for thie report is $3.50.
With kindest regerds =

Cordielly yours,



™



THE SPERATI STORY

British Philatelists Acquire
Remarkable Business

~ Jean deSperati, noted craftsman of
Aix-les-Bains, France, has retired
from business. The producer of many
reproductions which have deceived the
experts over the past forty years,
has disposed of his stock, which is now
under the control of the British Phila-
telic Association. Thousands of these
dangerous counterfeits can now be
prevented from ever reaching the
market, and can be studied carefully
to ensure that other Sperati repro-
ductions in circulation can be recog-
nized and branded as being what they
are.

As far as is known, Sperati repro-
duced 558 different stamps, some of
them as many as a dozen times. The
period necessary for the manufacture
of a “die” was several days. To print
copies was a laborious business, as
this master craftsman had to prepare
the paper (often by dissolving in

chemicals the design of a genuine but

common stamp), the gum (if the fin-
ished article was to be unused) or the
cancellation. Many of his copies
showed the slight differences in shade
which one expects to find in the genu-
ine. Rarely was the cancellation on
one copy similar to another. Each
finished product had to be carefully
“aged.” Such meticulous work needed
a lot of time, and he could only pro-
duce a few finished copies of a stamp
in a week.

Now 71 years old, Sperati found his
eyesight failing. He could no longer
execute his work with that degree of
accuracy necessary to satisfy his de-
sire for perfection. Nothing enraged
Sperati more than to be told that his
“forgeries” were genuine! He tried
every device to convince the unbeliev-
ing experts that he had made the
stamps himself. Told it was impossi-
ble to reproduce old and valuable
classics like this without some tell-
tale difference exposing them, Sperati
immediately retired to his carefully
guarded laboratory, and duplicated
the stamps for the benefit of the in-
credulous dealers.

To prove his case, he once sent
through a relative, a used copy of a
rare Oldenburg stamp to each of three
prominent French dealers as genuine.
Each dealer willingly bought the
forgery and, on meeting, the three
duly produced their purchases, only to
find that the cancellation of each copy
tallied exactly to a millimetre in its
position on each stamp—a probability
which defied the laws of chance, had
the stamps been genuine. The dealers
prosecuted Sperati through their
Trade Organization for misrepresen-
tation. Sperati’s defense was that he
immediately refunded the purchase
money in each case, and had only sold
the stamps as genuine in order to
prove his claim that they were forged!

Weekly Philateliec Gossip

French law permitted the private
reproduction of stamps provided that
they were sold as imitations. This
Sperati invariably did in the ordinary
course of business, refusing naturally
to accept responsibility for what hap-
pened to them once he had sold them.
In recent years everything he sold
bore his signature in soft pencil on
the reverse. Only too often the pur-
chaser sold them as genuine and fre-
quently the new owners submitted
them for an opinion to one of the lead-
ing experts, only to be told that they
were genuine in every respect!

So eccentric was the artistic, sensi-
tive Frenchman that he protected the
copyright of the designs he was re-
producing on the grounds that they
were not stamps—even if they looked
like them—but were in fact, products
of his Sperati’s genius.

Genius is the only word applicable
to this master of art. Long years of
study made him familiar with paper,
ink and gum used a hundred years
ago in the production of the issues he
successfully copied.

Where the stamp was plateable
(i. e. the individual peculiarity of the
design enabled the original position on
the sheet to be identified), Sperati
frequently copied more than one sheet
position. In the case of one popular
stamp, the French 1 fr. carmine, he
copied no less than twelve different
positions.

His methods of applying cancella-
tions were unique for he not only
faithfully copied the format but the
impression. In many cases he pro-
duced a wide variety of cancellations,
the British 2/- brown being known
with thirty-two different obliterations
while the Ceylon provisionals are to be
found with only one less.

It is only since the stock came under
the control of the British Philatelic
Association that the full extent of the
danger has been realized. Dies of
stamps which have never been recog-
nized as Sperati’s work have cast
doubts on the authenticity of some of
the rarest stamps in the world. Had
Sperati’s business been carried on the
repercussions on the value of many
fine collections of genuine early issues
would have tumbled badly for faith in
any stamps of these issues would have
been undermined.

Sperati has been described as ‘“an
outstanding ecraftsman of printing,
a fine chemist and a magnificent
artist.” Furthermore, he was a first
class philatelist and it was this factor
which made his work so dangerous.

During his long career, it is esti-
mated that Sperati produced enough
material to have realized over £1,700,-
000 if genuine. For several years
past, members of the Expert Commit-
tee of the British Philatelic Associa-
tion have been acquiring all the
Sperati reproductions procurable and
recording where other experts have
similar material. With the purchase
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of Sperati’s own collection and stock,
the B. P. A. either own or have re-
corded the ownership of over two-
thirds of all that Sperati made.

Reference collections = of Sperati
forgeries are now being assembled
and, once the ‘“stamps” have been
marked indelibly on the back “Sperati
Reproduction” they will be placed in
the hands of responsible philatelic
bodies and private collectors who are
recognized experts in the stamps of
the various countries represented in
the Sperati stock.

Some of the stamps that Sperati
produced were worth less than a
pound but most of his time was spent
turning out copies of the minor rari-
ties which are wanted by so many col-
lectors to complete their sets.

The only British stamp he copied
was the previously mentioned 2/-
brown issued in 1880, but amongst the
88 stamps of the British Empire that
were turned out in his workshop, were
the Australian 1913 £2, Bahamas 1894
£1, British Honduras 1885 1/-, Ceylon
1883 24-cents, Newfoundland 1857
1/- scarlet vermilion, Gold Coast 1889
20/-, Lagos 1886 10/-, and Vancouver
Island 1865 b5-cents and 10-cents.
Sperati charged nearly £200 for one
of each of his copies of the British
Empire stamps—possibly expensive at
first sight but not so dear when one
considers that the genuine articles
would have cost collectors about
£4,000.

The most valuable stamps to be
found in Sperati’s work are among
the foreign issues and the great rari-
ties include the Swedish 8 skilling
banco error of color in yellow instead
of green. The only known genuine
copy of this rarity was for many
years in the collection of the late King
Carol of Roumania and is valued at
about £10,000 today. Sperati’s copy
was one of his highest priced replicas
at £13, and unlike the original which
had had some of the defective perfora-
tions restored was perfect! Sperati
used genuine copies of the common 4
skilling banco from which he dissolved
the design of the stamp, on which to
print the great rarity.

Sperati made few other stamps
worth over £1,000 for it was his
genius to copy the original and unless
a genuine stamp was available from
which he could work, he refused to
make a replica.

The great rarities that he did copy
were, like the Swedish error, made by
copying the genuine design in the
common color and printing it in the
rare color, matching the shade with
great care.

As far as is known, Sperati made
470 different dies and cliches of
stamps issued by thirty-three foreign
countries. His favorities were France,
German States, Italian States, Spain,
Switzerland, Argentine, Columbia,
U. S. A. and Uruguay.
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these days to many of our readers.
If you receive stamps overprinted
“KOMMISCHES KONFERENCE”
they are not kosher. The words mean
“Comical Conference” and relate to
the recent conference held in both
zones with a poker-faced Russian dip-
lomat. You will pardon the use of
the word so carelessly. The Karl
Marx stamps are really something.
Then there is that national flag for
East Germany that we doubt even the
residents know exists in its colors of
black, yellow and white. This flag is
crossed with the red flag, sickle, ham-
mer and all. Then we are told of the
renaming of some of the East Berlin
sector’s streets. They bear the names
of Russian idols. But some of the
towns have also been renamed.
Shades of Rand MecNally, where the
heck is Stalinstadt, Karl Marxstadt
and others, we cannot locate these
on the newest maps of East Berlin.
Then there comes to us, free, gratis
and for nix, used stamps, neatly can-
celed but with full gum. Sort of
“La Russe” which (you will please
pardon the expression) sounds like a
lot of Philatelic Ham to us. Then we
get a batch of stamps, at least we
think they are, announcing another
five year plan for East Germany.
Those Russians are really optimists!
There may be a five year plan, per-
haps less time than that, which they
do not know about at the moment.
When it clears up, the Russians may
be back in Russia, that is, if there is
a Russia then.

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO William
T. Norris of Belfast, Maine who had
Mr. L. W. Woody help us on what
follows. Mr. Norris like many of our
readers is intrigued by the old time
narrow gauge railroads which often
carried the mail. Mr. Linwood W.
Moody wrote a book on these narrow
gauge railroads and is an authority
on them. Mr. Norris had Mr. Moody
write our material on these narrow
gauge roads for our readers, thanks
to both of these gentlemen. The illus-
tration is from our morgue, the name
used in printing and publishing for
pictures to be used at a future date.
We do not know the exact location of
the picture other than it is marked
“Maine—Narrow Gauge two foot

equipment.” To us it looks more like
the forerunner of the interurban cars
once used in Pennsylvania. But here
is Linwood W. Moody our guest editor
today.

“The Maine 2-foot gauge railroads
were a result of the much older 2-foot-
ers in Wales, notably the Festiniog
Railway which had operated since the
middle of the nineteenth century.

“The first one in the United States,
the Billerica & Bedford Railroad, be-
tween those Massachusetts towns, was
built in 1877 with the Festiniog as its
model.

“Two years later, in 1879, the
Sandy River Railroad was built 18
miles from Farmington, Me. to Strong
and Phillips, starting the rash of 2-
footers in this state. About the same
time the Peekskill Valley R. R. in New
York State was also laid to 24-inch
gauge, but was virtually an industrial
railroad although rated as a common
carrier. Like three or four similar
ventures in the United States, the
Peekskill Valley didn’t survive the
nineteenth century.

“The Maine narrow gauges, how-
ever, operated well into the present
century, the first abandonment being
in 1929.

“With the opening of the Sandy
River Railroad other companies quick-
ly followed. In 1880 the Bridgton &
Saco River Railroad was opened, 21
miles from Hiram through Bridgton
to Harrison. That same year the six
mile Monson Railroad was built from
a point on the Bangor & Piscataquis
Railroad (now Bangor & Aroostook)
in the town of Abbott, up to Monson.
The Monson Railroad was the final
survivor, ceasing operations early in
1945.

“The Sandy River was the stem of a
narrow gauge tree in western Maine.
Tapping it at Strong, 11 miles from
Farmington, the Franklin & Megantic
Railroad was built through Salem and
Freeman to Kingfield, 16 miles, in
1883. A dozen years later it was ex-
tended, as the Kingfield & Dead River
Railroad, from Kingfield through

Carrabasset to Bigelow, 15 miles -

more.
Weekly Philatelie Gossip
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Fort Thomas, Kentuckye. ®
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CERTIFICATE No. CA 18 4 (’l 7

FIREMAN'S FUND
INSURANCE COMPANY

HEAD OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PREMIUM AND OTHER CON-
DITIONS NAMED IN THE POLICY ISSUED WITH THE BOOK
) FROM WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE HAS BEEN DETACHED, THE
: ASSURED NAMED IN SAID POLICY IS INSURED A8 PROVIDED
THEREIN, AGAINST LOSS OR DAMAGE TO THE PROPERTY
CONTAINED IN THE PACKAGE OR DESCRIBED IN THE INVOICE
WITH WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE IS MAILED.

IN THE EVENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE TO THE PROPERTY
INSURED HEREUNDER, IMMEDIATE NOTICE SHOULD BE GIVEN
TO THE SHIPPER FOR FULL INVESTIGATION.
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Mediual 1331
April 2nd., 195).

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Po0, Bex 31,
3% North Fort Thom s Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have your note of March 29th., 195, concerning the
items that I recently sent to you. I wonder if you would mind my
adding another pair for you to check. I am enclosing such pair
with some notations that I have made which might be of some help
in the plating.

You may assume in the future on any items that I send to
you that you can take any reasonable time to check them that you
may desire without checking with me, If I have any reason to want
a quick reply opinion, I shall let you know when I send the items
to you. Usually and except for the two items that I sent that belong
to friends the i1tems belong to me and a week or two, or even a month
or two would make no great difference to me in receiving your reporte.
However, I may have occasion to want your opinion on material that
may be submitted to me for purchase, in which event I would want
your early opinion and will so notify you when I submit the same.

With my best personal regards to Mrs. Ashbrook and

yourself, I am

Yours sificerely,

BEO/M.
encs. noted,

CA 18)917.




April 7, 1954.

Mr. Zarl Oskley,
200 Continental Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Mr, Oakley:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of the 2nd with
the hep. of the 1¢ 1851, I will put tlis with your other One Cent
items end report in the next few days on the lot.

I have carefully noted the contents of this letter and
I will be guided by it in the future. Whenever you wish & reply by
return mail on en item I will be pleased to caomply and will en-
deavor to return the item or items by the mail of the same day. If
you wish it sent Air - Special Delivery I will comply.

Further referring to yours of the 17th. May I thank you
very kindly for the check for $7.50.

As per your recquest lanm enclosing herewith a print of
the 24¢ 1861 Patriotic cover. I note that your friend Mr, Oscar
Salzer may pay me a visit-et some future date when he is in this
part of the country. It waild be advisable if he let me know in ad-
vance as I am not always available on short notice. When I have a
big lot of material thet requires my immedizte attention, it is im-
possible for me to drop such work for an out-of-towmn visitor. I am
sure you appreciate my position.

My sincere thanks for the old almanacs that you sent me.
I have looked thru these very carefully end I find them very in-
teresting.

With every good wish - b

Cordially yours,



April 26, 1954,

ir., tarl Oskley,
Suite 700 - Continental Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear !ir. Oakley:

Herewith the pair of the 1y 1851 es per yours
of the ?nd. I have exemined this pair carefully and I
feel quite sure that it is from Plate 3, however, the con-
dition is so poor that I doubt if it can be plsted. I
note the various markings thet you noted on your diagram
but the majority of these sre not consistent. About the
only real guides to the plating would bs the dots and the
spacing and alignment. It is perhaps possible thet the »nlste
positions might be establiched by a process of elinminstion,
that is, checking &1l the plated positions on Plste 3 but this
would be & tedious job and time consuming, snd the condition
of the pair would mot warrant the expense to you. .

I em working on the balence of your moterial ond will
return it to yOu‘vary shortly. I apologize for the delay but I
have had so much prior work I found it impossible to ret sromnd
to it. ’

With kindest regsards -
Cordially yours,

4
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Dec. 12, 1953,

Mr, Barl Oakley, : mNQ 9
Suite 200, Continental Bldg.,
408 South Spring St., : Pt
- Los Angeles 13, Calif,

Dear Mr, Oekley:
Thanks very much for yours of the 3rd with check for $115.00.

I retumn the three One Cent 1851 st amps whiéh you enclosed, I
- 'have put notations on each.

Herewith is a 1¢ 1857 from Plate 6 = This is a "B" relief (only
20 out of 200) and it shows the right side ornaments complete. Morris Fortgeng
and I have been dolng some nice work in recent years on Plate 6 and Fortgang
'being in New York has meanaged to locate a number of new pieces. Much progress
hes been made in the reconstruction of the pte.

The enclosed copy shiows someg :
in earfy prints, also & line in "U" of U.S. %hat i's consistent. If you have
Gem nay I bormu the m?

WITH CHRISTMAS GREETINGS -

s Corgially yours,



Mareh 29, 1954,

Mr, Earl Oskley,
Suite 200 - Continentel Bldg. , pr
408 South Spring St.,
Los Angeles 13; Calif. 3

Dear Mr. Oakley:

i am in receipt of your two registered
letters of the 18th and 20th and the ssme will have
my attention in the nesr future. At present 1 am
terribly busy on smme special rush work.

With regards -

Cordially yours,



Gorl Cikloy
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Ml 1331
March 17th., 1954,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Pe. O, Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I heve retained the 1¢ 1857 Type V stamp from Plate 6 and
enclose my check in your favor in the sum of $7.50 to cover the same.
I have looked through all of my perforated material, of which I have
comparatively little, and did not find any multiple pieces that I
thought could come from Plate 6, nor did I find any single copies
which appeared to come from this plate. However, I did find a cover
with a single copy which may be from this plate, and I am enclosing
it because it may be of some interest a&s the cover 1s dated in the
writing of the receiptant in 1858.

My .friend, Mr. Oscar Salzer, was very pleased with your
report concerning his 24¢ 1857 patriotic cover, and he would like to
have one of the prints that you made of it. He travels a good part
of the time and is golng to try and see you when he gets in your part
of the country.

I have & group of items which I would like to have you
check for me and which are enclosed. There are 26 items on cards &and
I have indicated the information I should like on them. The first
three items I would like to have you check &s to condition. I am
also enclosing four covers for checking and have indicated similarly
the information I would like on these. I realize that you may not be
able to furnish the plating information on some of these matters
without spending too much time in doing so, so give me such information
&8s your time and the items warrant. In returning the enclosures, I
would 1like to have them covered by $500.00 of protection.

I am also enclosing by separate registered letter two
additional covers for you to check, and in returning these I wish
that you would cover them with an additional protection of $250.00.
The 90¢ 1869 is owned by another of my friends, Mr. Lloyd Taber, and-
he doubts that this stamp was originally upon the letter and thinks
that the original stamp was removed and replaced by the 90¢ stamp.

He does not know of any postal rate that would require this much
postage, and 1s suspicious that the stamp may be of the re-issue
series. I told him I would be glad to send it to you for an dpinion,
and that I thought you were more able to properly pass upon the cover
than anyone else. Hope you do not object to my being so free in
offering your services to others. Taber is a nice chap and you would
like him if you could meet. Please bill me separately for checing
this item.



Grl Coktey

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook Page two March 17th., 1954%.

The other cover separately enclosed belongs to me and has
a single copy of the 5¢ 1855 tied by a New Orleans and a French
receiving cancellation to a letter sheet. I would like to have you
check the condition of the stamp. It appears that the letter-sheet
was fdlled at one time but I do not believe that the stamp was or that
1t is creased. However, I should like to have your opinion. I
understand that single copies on cover are quite scarce, is this
correct? Also, can you give me any idea of the ship that carried this
letter? Would appreciate anything else that you can tell me about
the cover.

I am also sending you some of the old almanacs &about which
I wrote you long ago. 1 have other year issues if they would be of
interest or help to you. In the 1829 issue on page indicated is a
list of the stages, giving the places of departure. And, the last
page gives the principal roads out of Boston with the distances and
names of innkeepers. The last page of the 1932 edition gives the
postage rates and postal data, and if your are interested - the fines
in New Hampshire for derelictioms of privates and non-commissioned
officers. You may find some information of interest on pages 44, et
seq. of the 1853 edition.

I am also returning to you under separate cover the
booklet on the 12¢ 1851 whkich you so kindly lent me. I now have a
copy of this,

Again thanking you for your many past favors, I am

EO/M. peg.
encs. noted.
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April Tth, 1954,

My, Barl Oskley,
Suite 200 Continentel Bldg.,
408 South Spring St.,
Los Angeles 13, Oalif.

Dear MMr, Oakley 2

Herewith the cover to France with the 5¢ 1856, This is a biue
folded letter addressed to Mons, A, Quertier No 2 Rue Rossini - Paris
(France). The letter inside is dated New OUrleans "30 AQUT 1856", The
red New York "BR., PKI" marking is dated "SEP 9." I regret to state that
this 5¢ stamp was not used originally on this cover., All of the black
markings on the stemp and which sre supposed to tie the stamp %o the cover
are fraudulent, that is, "painted.” The black Yrench due marking is"i13" or
13 French decimes, equivalent to approxémately 25¢ in U, S. currency at that
time. Inssmuch as the origiml U. S. postage on this letter was 5¢, I assume
that this was peid by a 5¢ 185 stemp which was badly damaged by a crease.

" This copy was substituted. It is possible that this wes & stampless cover

which had 5¢ paid in cash but thet could only be determ:lnod by removing the
present stampe.

I regret to state tlet I haven't a record of the names of the mail
ships of each trip thet carried the mil across the Atlantic in the fifties.
I suppose the only way to obtain such informat ion would be to search a New
York newspaper. I do hawe a fairly cmplete record of the sailing dates of
the various lines. For example, your cover bears & New York date of " 9"
(1856). My recard slows thet a ship by the Cunard Line (Br. Pkt) sailed from
Boston on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 1856. So I assume this letter went in &
sealed bag from New York Via Boston. :

Yes, single copies of the 5¢ 1856 on cover bring anywhere from
$100.,00 to #150.00, according to condl tion.

My fee for this examination is $3.50.
My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,



Py,

April 7. 1954.

My, Earl Oekley, ‘
Suite 200 Continental Bldg.,
Los Angeles 13, Calif.

Dear My, Oskley:

Hercwith the cover with the 90¢ 1869 as per yours of the 17th
of March, This cover has a blue postmark of Savannah Ga of "Oct 24" -
and the stamp is supposed to be tied by a blue cancelation. It has a
forwarding handstamp of KNOOP, HANEMANN & CO of Oct 23 1870. The en-
velope is addressed to "Bremen, Germany." In my opimnion, this 90¢ stamp
was not used originally on this cover. I believe that the ysar-date of
"1870" is correct and has not been chonged. The red New York postmerk is
quite correct for this period. The date is "Oct 79" and my records show
that on this date a mail steamship of the "Inmen Line" sailed from New York
with mail for the Continent. Such mail was sent via England in sealed
bags, hence the wording in the New York postmark, "BR. TRANSIT." The rate
at that time was 10¢ per 1/2 o2. I feel quite sure that a 10¢ Brown Bank
Note of 1870 was removed and this 90¢ stamp substituted. Surely this smll
envelope could not have required a 9 x 10¢ rate.

My fee for this examination is §4.00.

With regards =

Sincersly yours,



L

April 26, 1954.

Mr. Earl Oskley,
200 Continental Bldg.,
: Los Angeles 13, Calif.

Dear iir. Oakley:

L

Herewith I em enclosing the various QM contained in yours of
March 20th. .

On most of the items you reguested the plute positions. In this
respect may I state that I gave you very few. As you ere aware, plating
stamps from Plate Ope Harly, Plaste ?, Plate 3 is mt! easy and in the great
majority of cases requires time and very careful comperison. If I attempted to
charge a reasonsble fee I feel that the informmtion I would be 2ble to give
you would be far too expensive. In other words, the charge might be worth
more than the "ftem itself. I might slso add tlet L try to avoid plating single
coples and especially Relief "A" stamps from Plate ?. And further, I d not
plate singles of Type V unless there is something very unusual about them.

One of your 10¢ 1847 is & nice plate variety so I took time cut to
plate it for you, because of the marks down the right side. Some might think
that this indicated & damaged copy uwhich is not the case - They were depressions
in the surface of the plete that retained ink, hence sre consistent.

. Regarding these two 10¢ '47 and the 5¢ 185. In examining tihese 1
note that you used a non-peelable hinge. I certeinly think such use is unwise
on any stamp that has value. The hinge put out by "Dennison" is probably the
best peelable hinge on the market. You should be sble to obtain them at any
stationery store. <+ enclose a few samples.

e’

My fee for tis examinztion is $10.00.

With regerds -

Sincerely yours,
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Jack £. Molesmnrth
Dl’\ilatelic Dealer anJ 'Brol-ie'r

102 Beacon Street

Roston 16, Massachusetts

April 6, 1954
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

I recently had occasion to examine on behalf of several clients
the cover photographed on the front cover of the catalog for
Sam Paige's auction in Boston this weekend, and came to the con-
clusion that the 3 prongs of the cancel extending on to the cover
had been eith inted in roughly touched up
in addition to the upper right corner of the stamp having been
quite obviously added although overlooked by Mr, Paige when des-
cribing the item. Since I informed my client of this opinion, I
felt an obligation to also explain such to Mr. Paige which was
done last week with a request that he re-examine the item himself,
After doing so he naturally agreed that the corner had been
added but was of the opinion that the cancel had not been painted
it as was my conclusion.

Therefore, I urged him to send it along to you last Saturday,
which he was glad to do, and also asked that he mention to you
my opinion and the fact that I was the one that suggested it
be sent to you. I would appreciate your advising whether or not
in his letter of transmittal he did mention that the cover was

sent at my request,ss wwell a ¥ -msvﬂ'o‘om'»-' e specitic daua'ty'

Today he read to me the portion of your letter in reply referring
to the cover and unfortunately it is not as definite as I had
hoped it would be such that the situation is still rather clouded
and has left my relationship with Mr. Paige rather strained. I
had hoped that it wouh%%& possible for you to give it a rather
minute examination witfl Wviolet ray, etc. as a basis for rendering
your very definite opinion on the "painted-in" factor. I would
therefor greatly appreciate it if you could let me know by return
air mail, special delivery, for which an envelope is enclosed
specifically what your opinion is on the part of the cancel
extending on to the cover, as such will be quite helpful in
clarifying the situation. Also, as a result of my own comments
doubting the cover, another dealer friend of Mr. Paige's on the
same floor asked if I was sure enough of my opinion to make a
wager on it with the result that your opinion is necessary to
determine who is the winner of my bet with him that "the cancel
has been tampered with", for which I gave him 25 to 1 odds!

Thanking you for your assistance,
regards,

P.S. (over) J E. Moles&orth



P, S. Enclosed is the letter received from Harmer, Rooke on the
24¢ - 1869 cover. Your comments will be appreciated.
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April 7, 1954.

Mr. Jsck E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.,

Dear Jack:

Thanks very much for a look st Gordon's letter. It gave me a good
opening to write him a few things I had on my chest. Incidentally what I wrote
him is true - no more free service to any dealer in lNew York or elsewhere.

If they don't care to pay it is okay withme. I am damn tired of being quoted,
by people who obtained the information free of cost. Fleause keep this con-
fidential as I have no desire to offend anyone unless it might be some lousy

‘rat down there like Konwiser, Rich or Sloane. These are my top enbried in my

S.0.B. book.

Now for the Paige cover. Jack you must realize that I have to be
very careful because it is just as bad to condemn a genuine cover as it is to
authenticate a fake. I have bhefore me @ copy of the letter that I wrote Faige.
In it I advised him to offer the cover as is. I am sure that I saw what you saw and
perhaps more. It is a waste of time to examine such a cover by the ultra-violet.
I considered carefully whether it would be worth while to gimke an enlarged photo-
graph by ultra-violet end after studying each feature of ths "tie™ on the cover I
concluded that nothing would be gsined.

When I am nmot sure I dn't hesitate to state thet I don't know. There
were some good points about the cover and some that were bad so I couldn't state
the cover was genuine and neither could I state the cover was bad., If I did
either one I woiilld be guessing and when one in my position resorts to gusss-work
his opinion sand'towdhth & tinker's demn. Several things occurred to me, viz.,
that perhaps someone removed a common stamp from the cover that was not tied and
substituted a single he had with this cancel, then painted a tie on tl® cover. But
my microscope convinced me that while the tie might have been retouched, there
were parts if not all thét had actually been stamped on, not painted. I have oc-
casion almost every day to exemine pasinted ties and I have been doing such work for
a great many yesrs. Some are very, very clever, and some sre extremely crude.

To sum up, I gave Paigc the soundest kind of an opinion end I charged
him for it, viz., to offer the cover "as is."

The Cincinnatli office of the Vestern Union called me today to report
they were having an investipgetion made at Boston why my telegram of March 27 was

not delivered to you. Perhaps they will contact you.
‘ With regards -
Cordially yours,



April 2, 1954

Mr. J. E, Molesworth
102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, lMassachusetts

Dear Mr. Molesworth:

: We are very sorry to learn that Mr. Ashbrook does
‘not comsider Lot 165, purchased in the Axford sale, a genuine
cover. We are notifying Mr, Axford as it wes his property.

. We are surprised that Mr. Ashbrook does not now
consider the cover genuine, We sgy this because another client
of ours requested permission to send it to Mr., Ashbrook before
the sale, It was duly forwarded by our client to Mr, Ashbrook
and returned to*us, and came back directly from Mr. Stanley
Ashbrook. I# our customer had told us that Mr., Ashbrook considered
it a fake, we would, of course, have gone into the matter very
carefully.

While the expense of $6 will fall on us we are quite
willing for you to deduct this from your remittance,

Very truly yours,
HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

By: (signed) Gordon Harmer

GH/1r



. _ April 7, 1954.

¥r. Gordon Harmer,
# Hammer, Hooke & Co.,
560 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36, N.Y.

Dear Gordon:

Juck Molesworth sent me your letter to him under date of April 2,
1954, regarding the 24¢ 1869 cover thet wes lot 165 in the Axford ssle. I
was rather surprised at the contents of your letter because I am not in the
habit of expressing an opinion on & stemp Oor cover unless same {8 requosted.
fouldn't L be a regular old busy-body if I pursued such & poliey? Besides, I
charge a fee of §5.00 per cover for en opinion. Itis quite true that MNr,
Krug sent the cover to me, recussted an opinion, and instmoted me to return
the cover to you. I churged ¥y, Kyug a2 fee of £5.,00 plus postage, After
charging him a fee it would herdly have been fair to write you that the
cover wes a rank fake,

%
1 am sure you know your business and it i3 not up to me to offer

any suggestions dbut I sine orely believe that you lay yourself opem to criticism

when you offer a rare oover without eny ecsursnce what soever that the item is

genuine.. Rether than meke the seller pay the cost of examination you pass

this on %o the cuastomers who bid at your ssles, Of course, it is okay with me

because in this csse I received a fee from Krug and cne from lMoleaworth

One more point. Your description of lot ;165 would eertainly give:
the impression thet Harmer, Rooke & Co., considered the cover gemuine in every
‘respect. You desoribed it as "Very fine. Scarce,”

fack in 1939 you sold tids same cover in the Srown aah. It was

iot 1351, snd you desciibed it at thet time, "doubtful snd sold sa is.” PFhil

Ward purchased it & $39,00.

: For your infommstion, & number o people have in recent yoars obtec ined
from me information free of charge snd then capitalized upon the informstion. I
have adopted a strict rule thst applies teo everyone, collector oend dealer alike.
Everyone pays e fee and the fee 1@ §5.00 par cover unless I choose to mske = 3

slight reduction. ‘

I tink a collector who would buy @ cover like this without baving 1t
suthenticated is & demn foole It is just &8s silly =s buying @ piece of real
estate without heving the title exenined.

1 might also mention that I &am going tc forbvid the use of my name in
suction catalogues unless specisl permission {8 greanted for the particular lot.

If perchance you cen point out e objection to snything in tids letter






April 7, 1954,

Mr. Lmmerson C. Krug,
% Commodore Hotel,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Em:
b !

Here is a copy of a le&ter thet Gordon wrote Jack Molesworth
and also a copy of a letter that I wote Gordon. Of course, these
refer to the 24¢g 1869 cover. I guess there is little doubt that Ward
sold the cover to Axford. Incidéntally I never heard of the man. If
.he would buy a 24¢ '69 cover without having it examined he should lose
every cent it cost him. I can't imagine Ward meking any refund. I
informed him years ago the cover was bad. He gets around such by atating -
"Why should I take Ashbrock's word - my opini-n is as good as his."

Please return these copies and don't mention the matter to
Ezra or anyoﬁe else. E

Regards.

Yours etc., <

Coper of Tt Homn i 4




April 2, 1954

Mr. Je B, Molesworth

102 Beacon Street )

Boston 16, lMassachusetts

Dear Mr, Molesworth:

Vie are very sorry to learn that Mr, Ashbrook does
not consider Lot 165, purchased in the Axford sale, a genuine
cover. lie are notiry:lxg Mr, Axford as it was his property.

We are surprisod that ¥Mr. Ashbrook does not now

cond.der the cover genuine. UYe sgy this because another client

of ours requested permission to send it to Mpr, Ashbrook before

the sale. It was duly forwarded by our client to Kr, Ashbrook

and returned to us, end came back directly from Mr, Stanley
Ashbrooks If our customer had told us that Mr. Ashbrook considered
it a fake, we would, of course, have gone into the matter very

clremlly.

While the expense of $6 will fall on us we are quite
willing for you to deduct this from your remittance,

Very tmuly yours,
' HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.
By: (signed) Gordon Harmer

GH/1r

SR



April 2, 1954

Mr, J. E. Folesworth
102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts ; 3

Dear Mr, Molesworth:

fie are very sorry to learn that kMr, Ashbrook does
not consider Lot 165, purchesed in the Axford sale, a genuine
cover., Ve are notifying Mr, Axford as it was his property.

e are surprised that lr. Ashbrook does not now
consider the cover genuine. Ve say this becsuse another client-
of ours requested parmission to send it to Mir, Ashbrook before
the sole. .It was duly forwarded by our client to Mr, Ashbrook
"~ and returned to us, and came back directly fmom My, Stanley
Ashbrooke If our customer hed told us that ¥r, Ashbyook considered
it s fake, we would, of course, have gone into the matter very

carefully.

While the expense of §6 will fall on us we are quite
willing for you to deduct this from your remittance.

Very tmly yours,
HARMER, ROOKE & ©0., INC,
By: (signed) Cordon Hammer

GH/1r



fpril 2, 1954

Mr. J. %, Holesworth
. 102 Beacon Street
Bocton 16, ¥assachuse'ts

Dgar ¥r, Molesworth:

, | fig are vary sorry % learn thst Fr. Ashbrook dosa
not consider lot 165, purchased in the Axford sale, & genuine
cover. Ve are notifying Mr, Axford as it was his proporty.

2 ¥e are surprised that lir. Ashbmook does not now
consjder the cover genuine. Ve say tiic beceuse anothear cliont
- of ours requested-parmission to send it to My, Ashbrook before
the sule. It was duly forumarded by our client to Mr., Ashbmook
and roturned to us, end came back directly fron My, Stanley
Aohbrook. If our customer hed told us thet ¥r, Ashbrmok considered
it & fake, we would, of course, have gone into the matter very

earefully.

#hile the exponse of 76 wilil fa!l on us we are guite
willing for you to deduet this from your remittamce.

= ' Very tmly yours,
mmn' mi; ‘ m.. Im.'
By: -(signed) Gordon Hammer

Gh/1r



April 2, 1954

NMre Jo Lo Holesworth
102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

" Dgar Hr, Holesworth:

e are very sorry %o learn that Mr. Ashbrook does
~ not consider lot 165, purchesed in the Axford sale, s gemuine
cover. Ye are notifying Hr, Axford as it was his proporty.

ke are surprised thet Yy, Ashbmok does not now

conalder the cover gemuine. Ve say tiig becsuse anothar client

of ours recuested permission to send it to Mr. Ashbrook before

the sule,, It was duly ferwerded by our client to ¥Mr, Ashbroolk

and roturned to us, end came back directly from My, Stanley
Ashdbrooke. If our customer had told us that ¥r, Ashbrook considered
it a fake, we would, of course, have gone into the matter very

earefully.

%hile the expense of 6 will fall on us we are quite
willing for you to deduct this from your remittance.

Very truly yours,
HARMER, NOOKE & €0,, INC,
By: (signed) Cordon Hammer

GH/1r

oy Y



april 7, 1954,

¥r. Gordon Hamer,
# Hammer, Hooke & Co.,
560 Fifth Ave.,
Hew York ,(J. HeTa

Deayr Gordon: ' g

Jeck Molesworth sent me your letter to him under date of April 2,
1954, regerding the 24¢ 1869 cover that wes Lot 165 in the Axford scles I
was rather surprised et the contents of your latter beceuse I am not in the
hadit of expressing an opinion on = stemp OF cover unless same is requested.
Wouldn't I be & regular old busy-body if I pursued such & poliey? Besides, I
chavge a fes of $5.00 per cover for an opinion. Itis quite true thet Mr,
Erug sent the cover to me, requested an opimion, snd instmoted me to return
the cover to you. I charged ¥r, “mug s fee of [5.00 plus postage. After
charging him & fee it would herdly have boen fair to write you thst the
cover was & rank rako. /

©

I am sure you know your business and it i s not up to me to offor
t&mouﬂm but 1 sine erely believe that you lay yourself opem to oriticiam
you effer a rare covor without sny scsursnce vhet soever that the item is
genuine. Rather than neke the seller pey the cost of examination you pass ;
this on to the customers who bid ot your enles. Of course, it is okasy with me
becsuse in this case I recelived a fee from Krug end cne fyom lolesworth

One more point. Your description of Lot /165 would certainly give
the impression thet Harnmer, Rooke & Co. considered the cover gemuine in every
respect. You described it as "Very fine. Soarce.”

fisck in 1939 you oold tiis sme mer in the Brown senle. It was
F

Lot 1351, and you described it at thot Sm. bt [ & " M) -
Ward ;mrchtood it O £39.00. _

For your infommotion, @ number o peopls have in mcnt yoors cbis ined
from me information free of charge end then cepitalired upcn the information. I
have adopted & strict rule thzt epplies to everyone, collector and doaler aliike,
Everyone pays e fee and the fee 1a 25,00 per cover unless I choose to make &

slight reducticn.

I ®ink a colleotor who would buy & cover liks this without heving 1%
authenticeted is & demn foole It 1s just ms silly oo buying & phoo of real
estate without heving the titie exsnined. ,

1 might slso mention %eat I am going to fordvid the we of my nsme in
suction catelogues unless speoinl permission is £ranted for the psrtioculesr lot.

If perchence m'_onn point out e objecticn to snything in tils letter

i

Z
<



#2. ¥r, Gordon Hammer - April 7, 1954.

I can sesure you it will be most welcome.
With my kindest regardis -

e e Cordlally youws,



April 7, 1954,

lir, Gordon Harmer,
% Hammer, Rooke & Co,,
560 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36, N,Y,

Dear Gordon:

Jack Molesworth sent me your letter to him under date of April 2,
1954, regarding the 24¢ 1869 cover that was Lot 165 in the Axford sale, I
was rather surprised at the contents of your letter because I am not in the
habit of expressing an opinion on a stemp or cover unlees same 18 requested.
Wouldn't I be a regular old busy-body if I pursued such a poliey? Besides, I
charge a fee of $5.00 per cover for an opinion, It is quite true that Mr,
Krug sent the cover to mne, recuested an opinion, and instrmcted me to return
the cover to you. I charged My, Kmuga fee of {5.,00 plus postage. After
charging him a fee it would hardly have been fair to write you that the
cover was a rank fake.

‘L em sure you know your business and it 1s rot up to me to offer
any suggestions but I sine erely believe thet you lay yourself open to eriticiam
when you offer a rare cover without eny assurance what soever that the item is
genuine., Rather than meke the seller pgy the cost of examination you pass
this on to the customers who bid at your sales, Of course, it is okay with me
because in this case I recelved a fee from Krug end one from lolesworth

One more pointe Your desoription of Lot ;165 would certainly give
the impression that Hermer, Rooke & Co. considered the cover genuine in every
respect. You desoribed it as "Very fine. Scarce,"

Back in 1939 you so0ld this seme cover in the Brown sale. It was

Lot 1351, and you described it at thet time, "doubtful and sold as is." Phil
Ward purchased it @ $39.00.

For your informstion, & number of people have in recent years obteined
from me information free of charge and then capitalized upon the iInformation. I
have adopted a striet rule that applies to everyone, collector and dealer alike.
Everyone pays a fee and the fee is §5.,00 per cover unless I choose to make a

slight reduction,

I think a collector who would buy a cover like this without having 1t
authenticated is & demn fool. It 18 just es silly as buying a piece of real
- estate without having the title examined,

I might also mention that I am going to forbid the use of my name in
auction catalogues unless special permission is graented for the particular lot.

If perchance you can point out e objection to anything in this letter



‘#2. lir, Gordon Hammer - April 7, 1954.

I can assure you it will be most welecoms ,

With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



GORDON HARMER CABLE ADDRESS

PRESIDENT P H | L A T E L I C PHILATORS, NEW YORK
— AUCTIONEERS ———

AUCTIONS

TELEPHONE
APPRAISALS 560 H/fé AV@]?U@ JUDSON 2-0i64

NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

Mr, Stanley B, Aghbrook
33 N, Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fte Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you very much for your letter of April 7., Be-
fore your letter arrived we had discovered that the cover
was the one that was offered in the Brown sale or at least
it answered that description, As there was no photograph
in the Brown catalouge, it cannot be positively identified,
I am sure that I have no criticism of anything you have
written, and we have, of course, cancelled the sale of the
cover,

Time and expense are two essential factors in running
an auction concern. It would be impossible for us to have
every cover checked before entering it in a sale, and while
we believe that we have a good all around knowledge you
must remember that we do not handle only the stamps of the
United States but those of the world, There is no auction
firm that does not make a mistake, and sc long as we are
in business, such mistakes are bound to oecur but we do
think our record is fairly good.

Again many thanks for writing to me and my best per-
sonal wishes,

Sincerely yours,

A
HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

BY:

GH/1r




PHONE FINANCIAL 6-1218

Ben’s Stamp & Coin Company
PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATISTS & PHILATELISTS

31 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO 2. ILLINOIS

April 6, 1954

Ir. Stanley Ashbrook
Box 131
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

About two weeks ago I had the pleasure of visiting
with a mutual friemd of ours, Dr. David Sellens, of
l'obile, Alabama.

I was just thrilled in looking at his marvelous
Collection of Confederate Stamps, which is without a
doubt the finest collection of this type, which we
have ever seen. At that time, I showed him the en-
closed piece, Scott's #69x1l, or the "Rheatown, Tenn"
Confederate Stamp. Dr. Sellens expressed an interest
in this itemj but suggested that I first send this
item on to you for your expert opinion, which he and
I would both appreciate.

e here at Ben's know very little about Confederate
stamps; and therefore, we would appreciate your ex-

pert opinion, as to just what the particulars are
concerning this item.

Kindly send your bill for any charges there might
be.

e would appreciate your help in this mastter, as
soon as it is possible for you to do so.

Sincerely,
BEN'*S STANP & COIN CO.
Kurt E. Eckstein,

lanager

KEE:1bh



PHONE FINANCIAL 6-1218

Ben’s Stamp & Coin Qompany
PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATISTS & PHILATELISTS

31 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO 2. ILLINOIS

April 14, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear lir. Ashbrook:

Thank you very much for your speedy appraisal
of the stamp, which I sent you. ZEnclosed is

our check for #3.50, for this service.

I was very nuch disappointed to find, that it
wasn't the real thing; end doubly glad that

I had you appraise it.

If I can be of service to you, -at any time,
please let me know.

Sincerely yours,
BEN'S STAMP & COIN

Aenl T Cohatiz.

Kurt E. BEckstein,
Manager

KEE;1bh



LA

% , April 10, 1954,

Mr, Kurt E. Eckstein,
% Ben's Stamp & Coin Co.,
31 North Clark St.,
Chicago 2, Ill.

Dear Mr, Eckstein:

Yours of the 6th received, enclosing the
Rheatown, Tenn. item on a piece. I regret to inform
you that the stemp is a counterfeit, an imitetion of
the Confederate Rheatown Postmaster Provisiomel.

I mede a photograph of it and I will send
you & print later, :

liy fee for the above is £3.50 which includes
return registration,

% - I em forwarding a copy of this letter to Dr.
Sellers of l{obllo.

Sincerely yours,

~y
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- -~ ESTABLISHED 1866

DIRECTORS:
A. J. HILL - B. J, CASE
H. W. HILL - H. P. HILL
R. M. FLEMING - E. G. LANDE
C. M. CASE, JR. - O. H. ENGLUND
A. E. COX - S. J. MIROCHA
P/ L. COSGRAYE - T. S. SNYDER
L. W, WELD

TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191
TELETYPE MP-347

22-26 SECOND STREET So.
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN. TrADE. MARK

4~12=54

Stenley B, Ashbrook
33 No. Fte Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Deer Stang

Enclosed is the beautiful cover of 5¢ I856 with strip of three. This is lot
I94 of Miro's Selection, Each stamp has a position dot including one in the guide line.
On examination of my covers, I find one which I found in Paris two years ago which is
from the seMe correspondance. My strip of 3 on cover was mailed 7 deys earlier.

Too will you look at your slides ; I-36 and youw will see this cover, both
addressed to Laval.

Miro sent it to me with a request that I return it promptly registered mail.
However he sent me an invoice, presumably as a record charged to my account and I
have used that to ask if he will accept 250,000 frencs for it which is asbout 70900.
and told him I wes having a slide made and a photos Will you do this for me and return
the cover as rapidly as you can. Dr. Van Horn paid 820.00 for his off cover last year.
I like this better.

Your picture shows up the reppir on the I2c well and I am gled to have the
photos. Charge me with the slide of the S5c 56 written about in your last service.

Now ebout Wards I2¢c materiale Whether I can afford to buy the lot depends
on his price and how much material there is. I am returning his letter to you and when
we find his cost, I will tell you yes or no. '

Dr. Sneller as you say is a very queer fellow. Came from lipls, and says I
was in school with him. Maybe but I cennot place him.. He means well, is conceited =nd
at times an awful bore.

That is all for nowe and thanks for what you are doing for me.

i

o



i

e o

April 13, 1954.

Mr, Henry W, Hill,
20-26 - ?nd St., South,
Minneapolis, binn.

Dear Henry:

: The Miro cover was waiting for me 2t the Post Office and I gave it
a very careful examination. There is no question but what it is genuire in
every respect. No monkey-business with postmarks, dates, ete. Of course, you
noticed that a piece of the strip is missing in upper right and that a vertical
crease at right had been ironed cut, However, these are defects to the center
line margin and not to the strip, but I d& think they should be taken into con-
sideration in sny deseription of the cover. On this account + wonder if the
cover could be described as superb? HWell that is a matter of opinion.

I made color slides of the cover itself and I will send you one for
your collection and slso’a duplicate. - I also made an enlarged slide of the
strip. In addition, I mede black and white photographs., Incidentally, I noted
the guide dots and other features of the strip, color, impression, nctc., ate.

;5 don'% know how you feel but if I wanted this cover that nick out of
the upper right corner would dampen my enthusiasm to quite an extent. Let us
hope it will have its influence upon any rival that you might have.

This was a 15¢ rate from New Orleans in May 1857. The red New York
is a brand new stamper and was never used before the lst of April 1857. This
was carried to England by a British Packet, a Cunard #ail Ship. Such ships sailed
from New York every other Wednesday. The New York date is *ay 27 (1857). There-
fore, that should have been 2 %ednesdey, so I will look up my calender and see -
Righto - in 1857, May 27 - fell on Wednesday.

I will forwsrd the cover by Air #ail HRegistered to Hiro this afternoon.
Up to this writing I have not received his "Selection" or whatever he calls it.
I have an idea that hs don't think much of me. # lot of crooked dealers fsel the
same way. Many of them in this country. They don't like to have items returned
with the statement that Ashbrook seid it was a fake.

i was very much amused at your asccount of the Steamboat cover. I dn't
suppose Ernie will ever get over the desire to be the bipgest fish in the pond.

Our kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



April 13, 1954,

iy, L. Miro,
15 rue laffette,
Paris 9, France.

. Dear Er, Hiro:

At the request of Hr, Henry Hill, I em
forwerding to you herewith the U. S. 5¢ 1855 cover,
from New Orlesns to Levsl, France in May 1857,
This shows a H. 8. of 3 of the 5¢ 1856 with center
line to right, end red lMew York postmark of May
27 (1857).

Very truly yours,
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

INCORPORATED
OFFICE OF TREASURER 1048 GENESEE STREET
ADOLPH STEEG April 8, 195k BUFFALO 11, NEW YORK

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kye.

Dear Stan:

No doubt, you have noticed in the philatelic press the announce-
ment of the death of Harry C. Flierl of Buffalo, who for the past 12 years
acted as the Executive Secretary of the A.P.S. Board of Examiners.

My proximity to his home and the fact that I had preceeded Flierl
in that capacity as Executive Secretary, it was the logical decision of our
President to ask me to take over. Because of the condition of my health and
doctortg orders that I take things easier, I am not keen in taking over but
probably will have to do so temporarily until a permanent Secretary has been
appointed. Flierl's files prior to July 1, 1953 are not available and in
the open file since that time I did not see any examinations made by you and
am wondering if he had been submitting stamps, especially the lc 51-57s.

My recollection is that when I reorganized the Committee fifteen
years ago that you had consented to pass on the lc 51-57s. While none of
the examiners have been paid for their services, my own feeling in the matter
is that in some cases there should be an exception made. I am sure that
there has been nobody that has been put in so much time, study and expense
in the study of a speciality as you have that it would be an imposition to
ask you to do the work for nothing. Of course, you know that our charge for
expertization is nominal; $8.00 if a certificate is issued and $2.00 plus the
actual postage and registration if the item is rejected, that there is little
profit in it. Assuming that you are willing to co-operate with me or my
successor, would a token fee of $2,00 if the stamp is approved or $1.00 if
rejected be satisfactory to youe

: I just received the enclosed strip of three of the lc¢ 51 which the
owmner believes to be type Ia stamps. I would be pleased to have you give me
your opinion on the same and if my proposed fee is not satisfactory I will
assume the charge whatever it may be,

Hope that you are in the best of health, which is our late years
of live we now realize is more valuable than wealth, with my kindest regards,
beg to remain,

Very sincerely yours,

P.S. L3c in postage enclosed to pay postage, registration and return receipt fee.



April 13, 1954,

Mr, Adolph Steeg,
1048 Genesee St.,
Buffalo ll, N, Y,

Dear Ad%lph:

Yours of the 8th received and I cen 2ssure you that it was nice
to hear from you.

1 was indeed sorry to lesarn of the passing of our mutual friend
Harry Flierl which I noted in the press at the time. Our baloved philstely
suffers when one of its staunch supporters, such as Harry, passes on to 2 non=-
philatelic world.

Regarding my fees for examinations of stamps and covers that =re of
fields in vhieh I specialize. Jome years ago I found that 1 was devoting far
too much 'time to passing out data free of cost and to lessen the burden I
adopted a fee system but did mot make this applicable in all cases. In recent
years 1 found that there were certain persons who were capitalizing on the danta
that I furnished them free of cost so last fall I decided to adopt a very
stringent rule, viz., where an opinion was reguested or my authentication on
a cover, I would charge a stiff fee.

It seemed unfair to me that any organization or individual would use
data furnished by me for profit. For example, the A,P.S., has a large cash fund
in the Treasury and also & very substantial ennual income, hence well sble to
pay me my regular fee for the examination of items submitted. Why should the
Society profit to evem & dollar on any service I render? The only exception
that I have made is the Philatelic Foundation. I do render service to their Ex-
pert Committee free of any charge because after my death all of my records sre to
become the property of the Foundation.

In the case of the enclosed strip I am not charging any fee because
you were not aware of the rule that I recently put into effect, end further, I
want you to know that the rule does not apply to you personally. Whenever you
have any item on which you think I can give youa bit of informetion I can assure
you it will indeed be a pleasure.

Regarding the enclosed strip. All three stamps are Type IIIA, that is,
the top line broken, the bottom line unbroken, and side ornaments complete (more
or less). This strip comes from Plate 4, and from the sixth row of that plste.

It is an "F" reljef strip and stamps from this row are fully described in Volume
One of my two-volume study of the U, . One Cent 1851 - 1857 (Chapter on Plate 4).
I could give you the plate positions but I doubt if they weuld be at all helpful

to the owner.

I am plcased to report that I manage to keep out of bed and to work

<

oy



2. Mr. Adolph Steeg - April 13, 1954.

-

seven days & week and meny days all day lons and the evenings also. Seems

~ like I am never able to clear my desk entirely. I suppose most any old codger
passed three score and ten has an ache and pein from time to time but as long

as there is some new philstelic problem every day in the week why bother about

aches and pains,

I do trust thet you are in the besf of health and that all goes well
with yous '

Ny kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



R)T5¥ (72 ovss wbds it
ﬁl&\//cw /%Ielc O4,5

, Cofprild 7- 1G5

W%% 8 AT ek

WMMWW S/ Pe
5 I L Larns vy a o of ey ey U
@M "/'44"/*/ Z%w% 7W/ZMA, f k.. S N (20

U L L Bt et e
el M e 9 Ferl Qarti ok

B A
b3 k

ilZ pmcd e y/&ocz%,t;,emquMM
%2/7W Coree Ll A ce —<”==5@/«¢7M : =% -
e






o?//féz @Omwe// /4\16
%/2 Vi CN /@/exg 84,5

d/ﬁQW, Ll o /W/o-/ffsl
et A ity e S
%%WWym/w sl rsccce L — ()
2 M%%%) &MMM@«Z’/ﬁ
i P2l o Ml g s s
Ju,j%/ 2P0 2 4%%/%%4&

naif occccrred Feo Tl S G A ,,z;/,az’/



EEEEEEEEE

GW COMMODORE aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa venue - NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

ﬂf-.-.fﬁmﬂ&@wa Wl —

ON THE CONVENIENT & MIDTOWN EAST SIDE
)



April 14, 1954.

Mr., Emmerson C. Krug,
% Hotel Commodore,
42nd at Lexington Ave.,
New York, N.Y.

‘ ‘* Dear Fm:

Re = yours of Monday night, and Lot 92 in the Harris Sale. The use
appears to be 1861. The 10¢ and 12¢ 1857 show the raste was a double, that is,
2 x 10¢ plus 2¢ ship fee. Apparently this was paid 2t Hawaii by & pair of 5¢
Hawaii and a 13¢ Hawaii or ?3¢, but what sbout the Hawaii postage of 2 x 5¢°%
I suppose it was paid in cash, tlet is, if the cover is genuine, and of course
i don't know whether it is or not as I have no record thst I ever saw the cover.
My records show that it was in the Seybold sale - (March 1910) and was Lot 507
end "fetched" $86.00. It also was in the Tows sale by Pelander Oct. 7th, 1948,
and was Lot #10l1. You bid $300,00 on it and it cost Admiral Harris $450.00.
I have a memo thet I wrote you about it st tle tiéme and I was suspicious that
the pair of 5¢ had been aided. Well, maybe they were and maybe not. It is herd
to judgeée a cover from a partial illustration in a catalogue. I have a memo that
the stamps sre tied by two postmerks by S.F. dated June 11, 1861. This is very
late for a "13¢ Hawaii, as it was issued in the early fifties when the paid U.S,
rate from S.F. to the Hast was 6¢. The 13¢ stamp represented -

5¢ ‘awaii Internal
2¢ Ship Fee into S.F.
6¢ U. S. postage

A person in Hawaii could buy a 13¢ stamp and the Honolulu office would then pay
the U. S. postage and the ship fee. After the U, 3. raste was changed to 10¢ in 1855
the Honolulm Post Office used up their old supply of 13¢ stamps by surcharging
them with a "5" and selling them et 5¢ each. In the case of Lot 97 a use in 1861,
I suppose a person could have hed en old 15¢ stamp, also a pair of the 5¢, so
she(?) took them to the post office, handed them in and paid the difference in cash
of 9¢ as follows:
2 x 5¢ Hawaii Internal - 10¢
Double U.S. 2 x 10¢ - - 20¢

Ship Fee = = = - =« =« = - 2¢
Total 32¢

The above was paid as follows: ' Y
1%g Bawall- .....«13¢
Pair 5¢ " .c.-.olmo¢
€88h ceeccocecces 9¢
32¢

If the cover is genuine 1 can imagine no other explanation. However, one wonders
why the pair was not canceled.

Confidential - Re - the Fox sale. I am not bidding on any of the lots.
The One Cent material belongs to Ben Newnan and I want m part of that Bike in

any way, shipe or form.
GRegards Yours etc.,



AJS. & ¢.S.A.
i ARA
C.a.N.Y. BNAFB.

: Jack £. Molesumnrth
D"uilatelic Deale‘r’ and Bro‘-ge’r'

. 102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Mussachusetts

April l‘:'), 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft Thomas Ave

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is a cover with what I believe to be a very nice copy
of the 1¢ type III, I would appreciate your examining and signing it
if you agree. '

Also enclosed is an item which may be a Ty IIIa on which I
would appreciate the same treatmeat. Advise your fee and I shall remit
promptly as usual.

I appreciate very much yo7ur letter of April 7th regarding the
Paige cover and can of course understand your reluctance to render a
definate opinion when you are not positive. I personally still believe
that the part of the cancel on the cover was at least seriously touched
up if not completely painted in. I understand Dan Kelleher rendered
exactly sthe same opinion, tho Mr: Paige showed it to Usticke who was here
for the Auction and based on his opinion that the"Cancel is Genuine" sold
it with no qualification except mentioning the added corner on the stamp.
However, I checked with Usticke after the sale and he indicated to me
that he felt the cancel has been touched up some. .I certainly believe
hat Mr, Paige should have followed your advice and offered it "as is" .

With kipd regards,

ek

. JEM/ppc



April 20, 1954.

, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon ©t.,
Boston 16, Mass, -
Dear Jack: ; f 1
B - ‘Herowith the 1¢ '51 cover and eingla oof %‘5“ /
,Ms endorsed =ech one on the back for you. D
harge but you can rsimburse me for the postago.

Re - the Paige cover. I note thet Kelleher -
d Usticke were of the opinion that the cancel might
ve been retouched. Sueh off hand opinions ere of
ttle velue. I exsmined thet cover very carefully
ider a mieroscope and you know my opinion. I was not

» If we have to resort to guessing then one
son's ops.nion ie as good as another's.

ROEGJ‘.‘GI- -

-« - Yours ete.,



J UH ” H l:UX 173 Tulip Avenue + Floral Park « New York ¢ FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS » APPRAISALS » RETAIL+- WHOLESALE - STAMPS - COVERS » ACCESSORIES

April 16, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Enclosed is another letter from Ed Payne in Salem, Oregon and
a cover he submitted. Send this back to me registered because we
don't want to risk the chance of losing it.

I have examined it from all angles and while the strike looks
a bit odd, can't quite make up my mind whether or not it is a fake.
It has the sloppy appearance that a fake cancellation has when made
from a rubber stamp, but I have seen genuine cancellations that
looked pecullar too. This happened usually when a fellow was care-
less about mixing his ink in the old days, and if he had a fresh pad
sometimes it looked like it was squeezed on instead of applied. How-
ever, I thought you would like to see this and probably make a
photograph of it and eventually we may have all the details.

Frankly, Tracy franks are good and if they are being faked I'd
like to know about it! It's easy enough to get your neck in a sling
without having the boys manufacturer a few nooses for someone to sell
in the future.

My 1¢ sale went well and everybody was pleased with the results.

Trust that Mildred and yourself are enjoying the best of health
With kind regards from Virginia and me.

Sincerely,
OHN A. FOX
JAF:ew
encl..
registered

A\

Buy at the Sign of the Triangle



°

April 20, 1954.

My, John A. Fox,
173 Tulip Avenue,
Floral Park, N.Y.

Dear John:

Herewith the Tracy item as per yours of the 16th.
I regret to state thet I am really mot cualified to pess on
this piece of a cover. 1 have had various reports on vhat
has been reported as faked Vestern franks that came out of
the northwest in recent months. Some seem to think some nre
quite clever, whereas some are positive they are rubber stamp
fakes copied from the Herst - Zareski book. I believe that
one has to be very familiar with this class of material to
spot the bad f¥om the good and I am not in that class. The
letter from Ed Payne is very interesting and he seems to know
his stuff.

I made a color photograph of the item principally
to see how I could reproduce the rather faint morkings. I also
made a black and white. I will send you print later.

I understand that your sale last week was quite a”
success but it seems some of my friends who were in.attendance
didn't get very much. I have some of the prices but will look
forward to a complete list. ’

¥ith every good wish -

Cordially yours,



: ¢J UH ” H. ":UX 173 Tulip Avenue « Floral Park « New York < FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS « APPRAISALS - RETAIL+» WHOLESALE « STAMPS - COVERS »- ACCESSORIES

May 28, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
P.9. Box 31

Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Just had a card from Ed Payne in Salem, Oregon and they have
apprehended the culprit who made the fake Tracy covers. They
took him to the shop where the 21 rubber stamps were made and he
turned all the material over to them and made a reimbursement of
several hundred dollars they were stuck. Do not have all the
details yet, but I know they destroyed the handstamps and do know
that it pappened in Eugene, Oregon.

Will keep you advised for your own information as soon as I
hear the final results.

With kind personal regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

OHN A. FOX
JAF :ew

A\

Buy at the Sign of the Triangle



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
JOHN H. CARR, M.D.




June 17, 19541

.

Dr. W. Scott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

Thanks very much for yours of the 17th with check for $48.00
which I have placed to the credit of our mutual friend Mr., Marcel Levy
of Baris, I am today advising Mr. Levy of the receipt of same.

I note that you had a seesion recently with Edgar. Yes, he has
surely gsthered together some wonderful items.

% 31 o I also note your remarks re - the Tracy Franks end I was sorry

to learn that no action is contemplated against the thief who made them.
If 1 ever get hold of his name I will insist thet the A.P.S. Board expell
him and give "the reason publicity. '4s far as I am concerned a damn lousy
cheat, faker and counterfeiter is a criminal regardless of whether he is
married and has one or a dozen children. He should have thought of his
family before he started his crooked work. That may be a hard attitude

to take but if we get soft with criminals and traitors, where will we wind

up?
With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



June 17, 1954. :

Mr. Hermen Herst, Jr.,
Shrub Oak, N.Y.

\

Pat -

I have yours of recent daste and was pleased to learn that you will
do all you can to have some action taken against the faker of the Express
covers, I had a letter today from my good friend Dr., Polland of San Rafael,
Calif, I quote as follows from his letter which please treat as confidential:

"The feker of the Tracy Franks and other VWesterns is a well known
member of the A.P.S5. end Western @over Society, and a "Kicking Mule Specialist."
It is interesting thet he $ried to keep the Golita Mule fake handstamp - there
were really 22, not 21. The Oregon boys sre after that one now, after I tipped
them off to its existence - Because the man has a family, etc., they do not
want to expose him publiely. Also he hes given them a lot of post dated checks
in repayment of the forgeries they bought, and they want to be sure and collect

their money." (unquote)

I nete the statement that the man is a well-known member of the A.P.S., -
If I can obtain his name I will write Burleigh Jacobs and jinquire if the A.P.S.
Boerd intends to expell the crook. Just irmaginel!! - not good endugh for the
S.,P.A, but good enough for the A,P.S. That sort of mekes me laugh. I didn't
know anyone wes too bad to belong to the S.P.A.

I understand that an "Ed Payne" has all the facts. I don't know Fayne
but I may have had some correspondence with him in past years.

I suppose you are aware thet John Fox is also familiar with the facts
in the case. 1 wondar if John would be in favor of dropping thé case.

I turned my slavs cireulsr back to the person from whom I obtained it
and stated 1 would be glad to retain it if I had eny aasuranco it was an original.
Could be, but I seriously doubt it.

With regards =

Sincerely yours,
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C. W. REMELE
14 E. Carrillo St.
Santa Barbarg, Califs

Santa Barbara - April 15, 1954

Dear Stanley:

Thank you for the check for the Little Miami cover. lhere's no
question but that the price was somewhat highx, but as I told you I really
wasn't at all anxious to sell the item.

I wrote Bill Wyer who I thought might possibly have a Mad Riv. &
Lak. Erie that he would sell, and sugcested he write directly to you - per-
haps you have heard from him. If you haven't, he probably doesn't have
one for sale. He isn't too prompt about answering letters but 1 told him
this was an urgent matter, so I think he would have written at once if he
wanted to sell.

May I have a little information at your convenience? On page 133,
Vol. II., of your book on the One-cent, there is an illustration of a figure
5 in a circle with the accompanying remariks that it was used as a rate marking
at Philadelphia, both before and after July 1, 1851, and was also used as a
"Ship letter" ratinz on letters addressed tc outside points. I have a stamp-
less cover with this marking on a letter from New York to Pailadelphia, dated
in May, 1851, but it has no postmark or other marking except the 5. Is there
any significance to that, except that the New York office neglected to handstamp
and rate the letter as they sometimes did? I have another cover from N. Y.
to Pnila with a 3¢ orange brown cancelled by the Philadelphia blue grid - and
no other markings - this one in July, 1851.

Now further - I have seen this same 5 in a circle on several covers -
all stampless N. Y. to Philadelphia - along with a large capital N, or a large

N.oXs The N and the N. Y. are both supposed to be railroad markings but just
,,f’“__-ﬁﬂi-éz beyond me, although I have no argument on the other side either. In
ébnl-kn otha, the case of tne examples I have seen, the N. Y. and the figure 5 appeared to
be in the same blue ink. Uo you suppose Philadelpnia could have had a hand-

hLAdJ£~7/- stamp reading N. Y. just for the purpose of marking letters which came in from
New York without markings? I'11l be very glad to nave your ideas.

No news since my last. Did I tell you I had a fine evening with
Earl Oakley and Ed Bingham in Los Angeles as while back?

You haven't run across any railroad covers for sale lately, have you?

Sincerely,

Vol

AV LT o

) G



April 21, 1954.

Mr, C, W. Remele,
14 hast Carrillo Street,
Santa Barbara, Calif.

Dear Chuck:
_Yours of the 15th reo:seived.~

i have mt had any word from ¥yer but in case you can locate
8 Made Riv & Lak Lrie stamnpless please sulmit it to me.

Re - your query, Phila, "5" in circle - my Vol. II ~ page 133.
I have a cover with this rate marking and postmarked Phila. fug. 29 (1845).
This is the earliest I have szeem, and 1 suppose t his "5™ came into use
July 1, 1845. ily guess is thst on outgoing meil, it was always sccompanied
by @ postmatk, but when therewwas no Phila. p.m. it indicated incoming mail,
that was mailsd enroute to Philadelphia. The late Bob Chambers had a cover
(F.L.) with this encircled "5" and in upper left was 2 large "NY." The
letter insigde was headed "Steamer H. Hudson - 4 o'clock - Oct 2 1845."
Both markings in the same davk blue - an indigo. I sssume thet both markings
were applied at the Phila. Office. I failed o mention that the lastter was
addressed to Phila. The "5" was of course a rate merking end was used on any
kind of mail on which 5¢ was due. I have no positive evidence regarding the
"NY" merking unless it indicated meil origimeting in New York City. Or could
it have meant New York Stete? I dabt very much if it Ied eny R.E. connection.

There is sorieons in Phila. who is cuite & student of Philadelphia
markings but I don't recall his name. :

I keep in rather close touch with Earl Oskley but I do not recall
anyone by the name of Ed Bingham.

®ith regards -

Cordially yours,

o
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PRESIDENT

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Just received your wonderful issue of April 1, 1954. I think
it is one of the best you have ever gotten out and I want to
congratulate you.

I did not know you were going to exploit the 5¢ '47 oranges
so soon, but it was a very interesting story.

I just had an annual meeting and with the preparation for it
and all of that I have had no time for stamps recently so hope
you will overlook this delay.

The pony covers from the east and from the west were very
interesting. You are right -- there are not very many that
have the double oval but both of these happen to have it. It

is somewhat of a mystery as to just how the west bound pony
you show got from New York to St. Joseph. The special
envelopes with the large Wells Fargo imprint in red, it seems,
were originally intended for use from Washington and were
usually enclosed in the diplomatic pouch or something of that
kind and distribution made in New York bearing a New York
posmark as they started on their western trek, which is the
direction most of them went. This, I noticed, was postmarked
in New York but just how it was transported from New York

to St. Joseph, by the U.S. Mail, without the stamps being
cancelled even before they were put in the private sack as you
mention, is not clear. I do think it is a beautiful cover and
certainly a great rarity.

One of the best things you ever placed in your service is that
map of the various mail routes in the south#estern part of the
United States. I had several large copies of it, but they were



Dr. Ergo A. Majors (second from right), a practicing physi-

cian for 52 years, was honored at a luncheon Saturday,
the 94th anniversary of the Pony Express, which his grand-
father helped found. From left are Waddell F. Smith, in

How 'Medical Pony Express' Saved Boy
Recalled at Luncheon Honoring Doctor

Relays of horseback riders, a
system used by Pony Express to
carry mail from California to
Missouri in less than eight days,
were once used by Dr. Ergo A.
Majors of Piedmont to save the
life of a small boy.

Dr. Majors, 76, a grandson of
the late Alexander Majors, one of
the founders of Pony Express,
was honored Saturday at a
luncheon marking two events—
the 94th anniversary of the
founding of Pony Express and
Dr, Majors’ 52 years of continu-
ous medical practice.

In eulogizing Dr. Majors dur-
ing the affair, held in the home
of Waddell F. Smith in San Ra-
fael, Dr. Fletcher Taylor, Oakland
. physician, told of Dr. Majors’
medical “pony express.”
EARLY IN CENTURY

The incident took place shortly
after the turn of the century
when Dr. Majors was practicing
in Soledad, Monterey County.
The boy, whose home was 22
miles from the liftle community,
was stricken with lockjaw, and
the only chance of saving him
was with a rare serum, avail-
able only in San Francisco.

Dr. Majors had the serum
rushed from San Francisco to
Soledad, but there still remained

the problem of getting it to the
boy’s country home.

So the physician, recalling the
pioneer mail-carrying methods
of his grandfather, recruited 20
cowboys to form a medical pony
express.

And the case had a happy end-
ing—the boy’s life was saved.

Saturday’s party, attended by
90 guests from both sides of the
Bay, was given by Smith and
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar B. Jessup
and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R.
Knowland of Piedmont.

Smith is a great-grandson of
William B. Waddell, who founded
Pony Express in 1860 with Alex-
ander Majors and William B.
Russell. He calls his Spanish-
type home “Pony Express Re-
treat,” and in it and an adjoining
gallery are many relics of early
California and the Pony Express
which served it.

ANOTHER SPEAKER

Another speaker during the
party was Raymond W. Settle of
Monte Vista, Colo., who, with
Mrs. Settle, has authored a new
book, “Empire on Wheels.” It is
the story of the Pony Express
founders, #Russell, Majors and
Waddell.

Three generations of the Ma-
jors family were present at the
party. They included, in addi-

whose San Rafael home the party was held, Mr. and Mrs.

Edgar B. Jessup and Mrs. Joseph R: Knowland, co-hosts
with Smith, Ergo A. Majors Jr., Mrs. William F. Ostrander
Jr.. Mir. and Mrs. Ergo A. Majors III, Dr. and Mrs. Majors.

tion to Dr. and Mrs. Majors, their
son, Ergo A. Majors Jr.,, of
Fresno, and their grandson, Ergo
A. Majors III, of Piedmont, and
Mrs. Majors III.

Dr. and Mrs. Majors have re-
cently sold their home in Pied-
mont, and within a few weeks
will leave for an extensive tour
of Europe. They are now mak-
ing their home at the Claremont
Hotel.

500,000 Visit GM

Motorama in S.F.

General Motor's Motorama
played to more than 500,000 Bay
Area residents during its nine-
day stand in San Francisco’s Civ-
ic Auditorium.

The big show, which closed
last night played to a total of
520,597 persons, which topped
the previous national record for
the show set in Los Angeles with
469,767,

The all time single day’s at-
tendance record of 89,700 was
set Saturday, and the weekday
record was set Wednesday when
55,187 saw the free show.

The Motorama show will go
from San Francisco to Chicago
where it will open April 24 at
the International Amphitheater.

Bridge Traffic
Check Slated

Traffic on the Bay Bridge will
be interviewed Wednesday and
Thursday by the Bay Area Rapid
Transit Survey.

Survey operations will begin
at 6 a.m. Wednesday and con-
tinue until 10 a.m. Interviews
will begin Thursday at 10 p.m.
and continue to 6 a.m. Friday.

Nineteen interviewers will be
at the toll gate plaza interview-
ing one out of 10 drivers during
the off-peak hours. During peak
hours motorists will be handed a
pre-paid postcard to be filled out
and mailed at any postbox.

Tomorrow, beginning at 6 a.m.
San Francisco-bound traffic will
be interviewed on all major
metropolitan Oakland highways.

Gruenther Laughs
Off Kremlin Offer

LONDON, April 5—®—Gen.
Alfred M, Gruenther, supreme
Allied commander in Europe, to-
day jocularly dismissed the idea
of Russia’s joining NATO, as the
Kremlin offered to do last week.

“It is beyond my field of re-
sponsibility to comment on the
suggestion,” Gruenther told
newsmen. “But I don’t quite see
myself being interviewed as su-|~
preme commander in Moscow.
That is beyond my imagination,”

N it ———————————meseeeeneee |




AND AREA WEEKEND EVENTS

eley, Oakland and Alameda. Engineer A. N. Leiser gives his steam engine some grease before starting on the excur-
- with SP, sponsored the event. sion which retraced the old Stonehurst local route discontinued by the railroad in 1930.

ay during performcmes of “Our. Own Circus” presented by Ted Simas (left) is installed as master councr of e Chazx-
3oys Club. The show was given at clubhouse, 8530 E. 14th St. ney Chapter of DeMolay by Jon Adams; councilor.

e




|History Breathes As TreelS

SReTo e

Gives Up 1851 Plaque”

ROBERT'S TERR St: Co.—AP—Knowles Taylor,
\ pparently unheralded, flf*htmg\
vada foothills 103 years ago,
oted brother 1tended.
of Tayl : T SR e
r of a group of mo i
men Kkilled by I
horse thieves, m
k'unnonwd had ot Arthur
lelson, ranc of nearby
|Hickam, needed some firewood
|a month ago
Deep In The Wood
| Sawing into an oak with a
-\ power saw, Hickam stopped
e saw chain hit an ob-|
deep in the gnarled|
i wood. ‘
{| Taking an ax, he hacked )
.|inches deep and removed an
y|by 10 copper plaque reading:

“Under This Clump Of Five|a
Trees Repose The Remains Of
Y,|Knowles Taylor E:q
or|City Of New
PU-| September 1851.”
Tale Reconstructed
a| Investigating how such a|
plate could have been placed on |}
lde‘a tree so long ago that the tree
had grown around it, Hudleson|
ral-|contacted California historians
nt-|and surviving pioneers, from|
whom he reconstructed this|
iss|tale.
k| A century ago, a company of|
by|dragoons, heay ily armed mount-
led infantry, was pursuing a
band of Indians who had run|
|off the horses of whi
ilanchm" in the fertile Samﬂ
Joaquin Valley. |
ino\ In the company were Knowles|h
er-|Taylor and his brother, F, W. ‘r
/€r| In the foothills near here,|
ke |where the Tuolumne River \I
|turns into a sharp ‘defile, Ihm
*I'€ Indians ambushed their pur-|
‘'Us|suers and Knowles was killed.
pi-[ E comrades, for want of a[
|better place, buried him in the
he|midst of a clump of five oaks
he|on a knoll,

£ A Determination Lives

—| Knowles’ brother, determined
that his kin’s grave should not
go unmarked 3,000 miles from
home, took the next opportu-
nity to trek to San Francisco|d
where he had a smith prepare
a copper plate and a. jeweler|s
engrave it. :

He journeyed back and with
copper nails secured it to the
{largest of the oak trees.

In 1855, the story goes, F. W.|
Taylor died and by hi own re-
quest was buried alongside his
brother. Over the years, the‘
guiet graves were ohliterated'
and the oak grew around the|
marker. |
l The brothers, buried side by
iside so- far from home, were|}
forgotten until last week, when
Hudleson presented the plaque
to the Native Sons of the Gold-|
en West to be included in a col-
lection of California mementos.
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Grandson of Pony Express

Founder Will Be Honored

Ninety-four years ago tomor-|are the tales growing from h1=‘ Smith, host at tomorrow’s
row a pony with two U.S. flags|experiences in fighting off In-| party, makes his home in a|
flying from the saddle galloped|dians and wild animals. 1Spanish-style dwelling filled |
down San Francisco's Market] The Pony FExpress ceased|with relics of early California.
Street, and the famed Pon}"ﬁperatinn in  October, 1861,/In fact, his collection is so ex-
Express was born. :when the coast-to-coast tele-|tensive that it has overflowed|

Fifty-two years ago Dr. Ergo|graph line was compieted. into a second building, which he
Alexander Majors of Piedmont. But the firm itself continued |calls the Pony Express Museum
; operating as an express and pas- land Gallery. In it he houses a
; . |senger line until 1866, Some five|collection of Pony Express paint-
Medical College (now the Uni-|years later Wells Fargo bought|tings, several of them by Julian
versity of California), became a| thp pqulpmrnt for a stage line.|Lin of Oakland.

newly graduated from Tolon

praticing physician.

Both events will be eelebrated
tomorrow with a luncheon in
Pony Express Retreat, the San|
Rafael home of Waddell F“.
Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R.|
Knowland and Mr. and Mrs.

[
f
Edgar B. Jessup of 1edmrmt‘
}

have been announced as eco-hosts |
with Smith, [
It might appear that the two
events are unrelated, but such|
{s not the case. For Dr. Majors,

76, is the grandson of the Ilate
Alexander Majors, the famed
plainsman who founded ' the
Pony Express, together with Wil-
liam H. Russell and William B.
Waddell. Smith iz Waddell’s
great-grandson.

COLORFUL CAREER

And Dr. Majors career—in its|
way— has been as colorful as]
that of the Pony Express. ’

Since the day when he hung
out his “shingle,” his assets SS.I
and an attractive new wife, Dr.
Majors estimates that he has de-
livered more than 3,000 babies,
many of them the children of)|
ehildren he delivered.

Still actively practicing, he is|
the “dean” of the Peralta Hos-|
pital medical staff and was
honored at a testimonial dinner
by his co-workers two years
ago, after 50 years as a physician.

Tomorrow’s party to honor Dr.
and Mrs. Majors was planned as|
a farewell before their departure |
for an extended tour of Europe.
They have recently sold Thmr*
home in Piedmont :md drmt'
plan to return here until Sep-

ambher




HISTORY RECALLED

And, ‘as Dr. Majors wants it,
guests at tomorrow’s party will
spend the day listening to new
accounts of Pony ' Express ad-
ventures. Many of these will be
told by Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W.
Settle of Monte Vista, Colo., au-
thors of a current book, “Empire
on Wheels.” This new volume,
published by the Stanford Uni-
versity Press and made possible
by a grant-in-aid from the
Huntington Library, San Marino,
eovers the lives and adventures
of the Pony Express founders:
Russell, Majors and Waddell.

While this pioneer transport
company is best known for its
Pony Express, it had far flung
activities which played a major
role in-the development of the
West.

Alexander Majors organized
the firm in Missouri in 1849, and
gix years later Russell and Wad-
dell joined forces with him. In
their heyday they had a virtual
monopoly on freighting for the
government west of the Missouri
river. Their payroll was over
$5,000, and they owned 75,000
oxen—more than half of all those
in the country—and more than
5,000 prairie schooners.

IDEA OF SENATOR

The Pony Express, which alone
needed 80 experienced riders
and horses, grew from a casual
suggestion made by U.S. Sen.
William M. Gwin of California,
who thought it too bad that it
took almost one month for mail
to go from coast to coast.

By contrast, ths east-west
record for Pony Express was set
when the news of Lincoln’s elec-
tion was carried from St. Joseph
Mo., to San Francisco in .7 days
and 17 hours.

Letters carried by the express
were written on the thinnest of
paper. They were wrapped in
oiled silk to preserve them from
dampness—many times the horse
and rider had to swim a raging
river, The cost for a letter weigh-
ing half an ounce was five dol-
lars.

PIONEER ROUTE

Actuglly, the route of the
Pony Express was from Sacra-
mento to St. Joseph, but perhaps
because a press agent had a
hand in it the “official” start
94 years ago was made from the
more populous San Francisco.

Covering 2,000 miles, usually
in eight days, the relays of Pony
Express riders rode prepared for
almost any emergency. Their
complete suits of buckskin were
made with the hair to the out-
gide, a protection against rain
or snow. They carriea four
eight-inch six-shooter Colts, half-
cocked, and an 18-inch knife
with a tube of mercury on the
back of the blade . . . and a
company-provided Bible,

And of course, as history re-
eords, William F. (Buffalo Bill)
Cody was probably the most
#amous of the “pony boys.” Many
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Two
April 6, 1954

photostats and very poorly done. From them I judged that the
negative was bad but I see from your print that the negative is
good. I am going to try to have it blown up in the photograph
shop we have here for I would like it a little larger. I have
always used it as a pretty authentic reference to the various
routes and would only make a few insigrificant changes even at
this late date if I were to attempt a similar map and routing.

I am enclosing a little clipping from the Oakland Tribune (pub-
lished by J. R. Knowland, the father of the Senator) covering
an event we celebrated Saturday. Just imagine all the physical
evidence we had of an enterprise such as the Pony, and then to

_ have three generations of the descendants ofAlexander Majors,
in the presence of Dr. Ergo Majors I, Ergo Majors II and
Ergo Majors III; then to have the great grandson of Waddell
present as our host. It was indeed an interesting affair. About
a hundred people were present and a few of us made short
remarks.

Would you mind sending this clipping on to Harry for it might
be interesting reading for him and I do not have another copy?

I was happy to see another photograph of your famous Noisy
Carrier from Sacramento and have been endeavoring to find some
evidence of such a service up there so we can prove this black
hand stamp was not put on in San Francisco, but we have not
been very successful. No doubt he either gave or sold those
envelopes to people who took them home to write their letter
and address the envelope then mail it, presumably at his place
or in his boxes. This man evidently went to Sacramento and
used the envelope from there, which makes it unique, but we
have not get located any Noisy Carrier service outside of

San Francisco through evidence handed down by similar covers.
Yours is certainly unique.
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April 6, 1954

I think your exposing that 5¢ '56 on a fake cover is one of
the greatest services you have rendered recently. As I
look at it I can follow each remark you make. You will
recall that famous cover we looked at in Cincinnati when we
were all sitting around the table and it was the fiddling with
the year date on the French cancellation that first aroused
my suspicions which you at first opposed. Then we found
the year date torn off the letter you will recall and in three
places year dates had been concealed. That seems to be the
way this man goes at it and you certainly have him here with
what you facetiously call "The Double Transfer" in the year
date. But I think it was just a very careless job of cleaning
off the '59.

Your concluding paragraph was well expressed and I think

it was an ideal place to introduce the hand stamp to which you
recently drew my attention, whereby you guarantee covers
for $5 each. Many people have lots of covers that should
have such an inspection and your approval would be very
comforting indeed.

I just received Gordon Harmer's catalog of the Admiral Harris
Hawaiian and aren't they wonderful? There are a couple there
I should have and while they are red hot, and no doubt those
New Yorkers will be after them, I will give them a little run.

A dealer can easily run up someone for whom he is agent

since he is on a percentage basis, and, on top of that, wherever
he builds it up it makes it easier for a resale at that high price.
It is really getting to be a matter of "frenzied finance" or
something of that kind, isn't it?

Tell me anything you have of particular interest with regard
to the Harris Hawaiians and you will notice that almost all of
them are "through San Francisco" so I am interested.
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Four
April 6, 1954

Mildred is not feeling very well but she has great hope of
this new doctor in San Francisco who is treating her, and who
has enjoyed great success with many similar cases.

Everybody else is fine and we hope you all are.

i S
Since reb‘];y/_{ydur

2 yd
e
Edga;r’]:é Jessup

Presid IE/Iand
] General Manager
EBJ:B



.~ MARCHANT CALCULATORS, we.—

OAKLAND 8,CALIFORNIA

S g April 9, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I just received Siegel's Auction Catalog for April 19 and see an
illustrated Pony on the cover. It struck me that this might be
the Will Awl cover which you had, but you recall I never saw it
at any time.

We have several Pony franks and they are all marked "free" when
they were franked over the Pony line. We have a good many letters
which went over the Pony line at the regular charge but bearing
senatorial franks for the U.S. portion of the postage. This looks
to me like such a case.

I have seen, and have had in my hands, covers similar to this

with the pencil rating of $6 on it, which could easily be erased.
That was the Pony rate and the frank paid the U.S. postage part.

On the other hand, we have such franks as this with the word "free"
either in manusecript or hand stamped. They have no rating on them
of course and they did violate the Pony rules and were franked over
the line.

Into which category do you place this cover?

Is this the same cover you had? You will recall you meant to send
me a photograph of it but never did and I thought by the addressee
and the description of the contents it might be the same one, al-
though, no doubt, heavy correspondence went on between Latham
and Wallace at that time. There could be several.

I am interested in the free frank over the Pony line, if I could get
some evidence of such. I have several of the U.S. franks like this
one appears to be. You must have a series of photographs of various
types and I think it would be very interesting for us to get a little of
this study and research behind us before the auction date, don't you?



MARCHANT CALCULATORS, .

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Two
April 9, 1954

When the man who addressed this letter even added on in personal
manuscript "per pony express" he could have easily added "free"
if such had been the case -- and I think he would have done so.
When I go home I will get my photographs out also, but I was
writing this quickly so we could exchange letters if necessary
before the sale occurs. I have demands in Washington and in
New York along the latter part of April, but I do not think I will
make the trip. We had a Federal case in a Richmond court, but

I feel it will be settled before it appears on the calendar.

Let me hear from you on this for you know a lot about these things
and I would appreciate your comments.

Sincerely yours

< PR

Edgar B. Jessup

President and

General Manager
EBJ:B



i : April 12, 1954.

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St., : 1
Oskland, Calif,

Dear Hdgar:

- Re = the Pany cover illustrated on the front page of the
Siesel sale for Apr. 2%9th. lio this is not the Will Aull cover. It was
addressed to Gen'l James W. Denver and I sold it to a wealthy collector
who thinks very highly of it and it will probably not come on the mrket
in our lifetime as he is under fifty.

The Siegel cover is illustrated on page 110 of the Loeb article
in the A.P. of NOVEMDBER 1930, Knapp scruired the cover and it was Lot 1549
in the Knapp sale. It sold ¢ $270.00. It came up again in a Costales sale
of June 7, 1950 arnd sold « $800.00. I was surprised you had forgotten .it.
Just t0 the right of the Pony merking is the word FRZE in pencil. It shows
very plaig in the A.P. illustration becsuse Sennel robe retouclad the photo print.
There is another FREE on the same A.P. page.

This cover was surely sent under separate cover to the St. Joe '
office of the Fony Co., and the frank of Latham was the "Free" by Pony. It
is true thet no free letters were permitted by Pony but this did not apply to
80 important a person as Senator Lotham of California.

L 4
The Demnver cover is almost a duplicate of this Siegel cover - It
‘is addressed to Denver at Sad City and franked by Latham - The oval St, Joe
is "JUR 3". - Same note at left end and same pencil FREE. You have a photo
of it as 1 have a memo stating that I semt a print to you.

1 am rushing this off to you and will reply to your _othér letter
later.
Regards,

~

Yours ete.,
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DIVISION OF MAIL CLASSIFICATION IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO

Post Office Department 70958-R

G:RR
ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.
BUREAU OF POST OFFICE OPERATIONS

Washington 25, B. €.
April 16, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Newport, Kentucky

N
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Further reference is made to your recent report of damage to
the contents of & registered article mailed at Portland, Maine,
due to improper use of a wire staple in affixing the return receipt.

The postmaster at Portland reports that renewed instructions
have been issued cautioning all employees of his office who accept
mail for registration not to use staples in affixing return receipts
when the articles are known, or presumed to contain valuable documents
or stamps of philatelic value, or in any case where the sender objects
to the use of staples.

It will be appreciated if you will advise this Bureau as to the
name and address of the sender of the registered article in question
in order that it may be suggested that he request the accepting postal
employee not to affix the return receipt by means of staples when pre-
senting mail of this character for registration.

Sincerely yours,

N. R. Abrams
Assistant Postmaster General



. -

April 2?1, 1954.

\

Mr. N, R, Abrams,
Asst. Postmaster General,
Bureau of P,0.0perstions,
Post Office Department,
WaShington ?5' Bl.C.

(Rafer 709 58R)

-~

Dear ilr. Abrams:

Thanks very much for your kindiletter of the 16th
with reference to the use of wire stgples vn registered mail
at the Portland, Maine Post Office.

I have advised the sender of the item in question
to request the register clerk to refrain frmom using wire
staples on any letters that he hes registered and better still
not to recuest a return receipt. I believe that here is where
the trouble arises. If_sendars would not request a receipt 1
believe there would be no occasion fora I’.0. clerk to use a
wire staple.

Apgain meny thanks.

Sincerely yours,



DIVISION OF MAIL CLASSIFICATION IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO

Post Office Department 702?21;3

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
BUREAU OF POST OFFICE OPERATIONS

W@ashington 25, B. €.

April 7, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Newport, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

The Postmaster General has requested me to reply to your recent
communication, in which you report that the post office at Portland,
Maine, is not observing instructions regarding the use of staples in
affixing return receipts to registered articles.

The Department regrets any inconvenience which may have been
occasioned you by the improper use of staples in attaching registry
return receipts, and the matter is being brought to the attention of
the postmaster at Portland in order that renewed instructions on the
subject may be issued to all employees concerned.

Your action in reporting the matter is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
(t Ol A @

N. R. Abrams
Assistant Postmaster General




~ ! !
DIVISION OF MAIL CLASSIFICATION IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO

70958-R
Post Office Pepartment AMS:vp

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
BUREAU OF POST OFFICE OPERATIONS

Washington 25, B. €.

July 15, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

This will acknowledge your letter of July 8 regarding the use of
wire staples in affixing return receipts to registered articles mailed

et s e S e e PRSI Y T &
It is noted that you are apprehen31ve lest the use of the staples
cause serious damage to the contents, While the postmaster of Dayton
{ will be requested to issue renewed instructions to all employees concern-
ing the use of staples patrons may, when presenting registered mail
ntaining philatelic stamps, valuable documents, etc., request the accept-
Mg' postal employee not to affix the return receipts by means of staples.

. b 3 ., nn D
U, R ’Sincere yours,

R
(n CSGalvl \§ s 7/1 ﬁ MW

‘7 e < No Ro AbraHB
o P Ci al Assistant Postmaster General
XevVic e






E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER

M. B. CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR.

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN. VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES

FHONET 26

CRY) B

OF CARSON CITY

IﬂnCOHPORATED

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN
Ionia, Michigan.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, April 21, 195kL.
Ft Thomas, Ky.
Dear Stan:

Received yours of the 16th returning the 10¢ 1847 cover with horizontal pair
also the 5¢ 1862 red brown used block of four. I will be interested in
receiving the color slide photos of these two items when they are finished.
As mentioned before, I have in mind sending you all my choice pieces to

be photographed on color slides.

At present time, I hesitate to sell the 1847 Brooks cover. It brought $325
in the Knapp sale but I paid Brooks $430 for it according to my records. I
am well pleased with the 5¢ red brown block - is'nt it wonderful color?

Am leaving tonight for Minneapolis and if have any time while there, will
contact Mr. Henry W. Hill and hope he will invite me to look at his wonder-
ful collection of the 5¢ 1856-57.

I sent my bids on the Fox sale of April 15th to Molesworth and he obtained
for me the three lots enclosed. Any one of these three lots would have
brought double the price I paid had they been in a Kelleher sale, and with
this I am sure you will agree after looking them over.

On the 15¢ Type I 1869 cover, would like to have your signature either in
pencil or the rubber stamp type, provided you can guarantee same and are

of the belief this stamp originated on the cover. The markings look OK

to me - the red "6" is correct I believe for the French marking "AM.CALAIS"
based on a single 15¢ rate. You have my permission to remove the stamp
from the cover if necessary. If it is a fake, please send me something

in writing that Molesworth can send on to Fox when he returns the cover,
altho I sincerely hope it is OK as I really need this 15¢ Type I on cover.

Only reason I am sending you the l¢ single imperfs is because I believe

you will be interested in looking them over. They were real bargains!

Lot #B88 must have been a sleeper. Am surprised neither Mort nor Fortgang
noticed it. Fox described it: "Type II Pos 18Rle red Pmk V.F. cat $1L.00."
Of course anyore familiar with your book knows that 18Rle is a Type LLL-A
and if one examines the photo in Fox's catalog, the lower half of the full
scroll of 8Rle shows at upper left. So I sent in a high bid on this and
got it for only $13.50. It would bring $50.00 in a Kelleher sale, except
Dan would describe it properly. Lot #20L too is a beauty - sharp and clear
and lovely deep color - worth more than $10.50. Regards.

Jor/ da Gs ckenstein.

Let me know flee and will mail you check on receipt.
list of prices realized at this Fox sale, Stan.

Please try and get me

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
NCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON

A P
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER



April 72, 1954.

¥r, J. G, Fleckenstein, .
419 Union Street,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the three lots from the Fox sale. I think you obtained
the 15¢ 1869 cover very cheap. It is unquestionably genuine in every re-
spect and I have endorsed it as such on the back.

~ Mail was semt vis England to France from New York on Apr 21 1869
as per my records, so the credit end date are correct, ete. I suppose you
got this cheap bessuse the stamp is not superb but close at right. 1 think
this detracts from an off cover single but is not so important for a cover.
Ey fee in this case is not £5,00 but _£3.50,

Bisined the two l¢ singles at bargain
ow it shows the Type I ornaments of
%, Type IIIA,

' Yes, I agree that yod.4
prices, especjally the 18R1E g g
8R1E., This is of course a@

APR 3 1954

EE

l

t A Jack, I am sorry t¥at you turned over the 107/ '47 cover to

g3 Molesworth. From & certain source I was today advised he was hawking this

€ cover 21l around. This don't do & cover any good. If he had some particular
; customer who wanted such & cover it would be cuite s different mtter but to

go out and offer it indiscrininately is harmful. #what I wish you would do

would be to have him send it back to you and then you keep it and let me sell

the one you -bought from Brooks. I supggest you offer the latter to me &t

$600.00 net to you, and this would reduce the cost of the Stark cover to you

to $580.00 net.

I do hope you contacted kMr. Henry Hill of Minneapolis ard had =
nice visit with him.

I will have Fox send me some duplicate lists of prices realized &t
his recent sale. =

Regards.

Yours etc.,



AQLS. : TSA
SPA AN ARA.
XY BNALS.

Jack . Molesworth
Dl’\ilatelic Dealer ana‘ Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

\O
w
NaN

April 20, 19

ber L ~ i) A K hwrAanls
T, auuﬂlcy By Ashbrook
33 North Ft Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Enclosed is a cover with a Type I, 15¢ 1869 which I would
appreciate your examing and signing if it is genuine,

JH :/'J}_)

LoT47c PAIGE SALE APR 9 (954 -Submittec] /—\Ev— 29 —-54
By Jaslsmddoles werbh — See SB. 31 Paqe 6.
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April 22, 1954.

Mr. Jack E. Holeswor th,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 15¢ 1869 Type I cover as per
yours of the 20th. I have endorsed this eovor on the
back &8 genuine in every respesct.

Gommodore George ¥orthington purchesed thie
cover from %, L. Aldrich & Co. of Boston in 1917 for

$30.001 In the Worthington sele on Aug. 21, 1917, it

was Lot 7450 and sold for §17.00. Apparantly it again
came up in the Eagle sale in 1923.

The mrkings chow it was carried direct by
American Packet to France, leaving New York on June &9,
1869. The stamp is evidently cquite a fine copy.

With regards -
Sincerely yours,

: S
My fes for the above is £3.50. o (
iy fes for v E MgD APR 30 1954
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RAYNOR HUBBRILI
SPECIALIZING IN THE PURCHASE OF OLD STAMPS




_ April 23, 1954,

kr. Reynor ﬁhbboll.
P, 0. Bex 573, _
Griffin, Georgis. £

Deer Rnyn.or-

Heprewith the Fnoxville item conteined in yours
of the 1yth. I em no authority on Confederote Frovisionals
and in @ omsse such ss this I think you should obtein the
very best advice possible. Therefore, I suggest that you
forward this item to the Ixpert Committee 4f the Philstelic
Foundation. .

Pu-aomlly 1 seriocusly doubt if this is an
original unused copy of the Enoxville P.li.Provisionsl but
my opinion is practically worthless.

Sinnarely yours,

C"f’y ekl 3\nenttelc-(
(of") g FM Found.



QMM\ o /<4

())b‘nqu\ althe Vb Lot binn oy Mo
peihitot He e $lhiyune Lot o0
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o T tl-hele - ﬁ



No. 899 April 12 |9 48

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.a Confederate.

States, 1861, 5¢, red, uncancelled, of which

and are of the opinion that it is.. & counterfeit -------

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION







No. 895 April 12 9 48

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 357TH STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.a. . Confederate.

States, 1861, 5¢, red, uncancelled, of which

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
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APRIL 23, 1954

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
434 S0. ERANA AVE.,
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY

DEAR SIR;

MR. B.W.H.POOLE OF PASADENA, CALIF., SUGGESTED
THAT I SEND THE ENCLOSED STAMP FOR AUTHENTICATION
AND APPRAISAL.

I WOULD LIKE ALL POSSIBLE INFORMATION ASF¥ TO
TYPE, CAT. NO., VALUE, ETC., WHICH YOU MIGHT BE
ABLE TO GIVE ME.

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND MY CHECK FOR $5.00 TO COVER
APPRAISAL FEE. MR. POOLE THOUGHT THIS WAS THE
CORRECT AMOUNT.

ALSO I AM SENDING A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED EN-
VELOPE FOR RETURNING THE STAMP.

I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.

THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE, I REMAIN

SINCERELY, ‘ i
) ’

(ﬂ//’«%{/ﬂ 2 ‘)b;/'////ﬁw.&(‘

ORMIE R. BRIMMER

1147 N. VICEROY AVE.,
COVINA, CALIF.



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

22 EAST 38w STREET |
MEW YORK 16, M. Y. . |

No. 4908 .. Meetingof .. May 1984 =

Herewith is sn item described by the applicant s follows; '
Country.. Ua Be......... lssue.JAST __Denomination.. 3¢ ..
Brief Description H
Type III (99R11)? Tied to cover with blue

o gt e L

.~ _ Louisville, Ky., cancellation dated August. (Da

B of month undecipherabls) Condition 1

fine for this issue.

p |

o ;
)

34 ,
4'

Exact type, plate position, color, cancel
date & city, centering & condition & estimated
market value?

'_.—1'44,1 =

g
™

Y

o

The Expert Committee requests you to examine the item and give
us your valued opinion. All expressions given are strictly confidential
between you and The Committee.

(Details of opinion on inside,) ‘



e oy

ORMIE R. BRIMMER

1147 N. vIcER VE.,
¥ 0
o COVINa, CALIF. o

SRl - April 26, 1954.

Mr. Ormie K. bBrimmer,
1147 N, Viceroy Ave.,
Covina, Calif.

-

Dear Mr. Brimmer: .

Herewith I am returning the One Cent 1851 es per yours of the
?23rd. 1 am pleased to report thet this is & copy of Type 1V, the plate
position being 6R1E., This type ic listed in the Scott's Specialized
Catalogue (5.U.5,) as No. 6A and "6R" is menfioned. The catalogue quota-
tion is #250.00. I enclose a diagram of this particuler position on the
plate which was Plate One Early. Adjoining this position to the right
was the Type I stamp, 7R1E. I have endorsed the stamp on the reverse.

You requested my appreisal, vhich I understand to be my opinion
a8 to the velue of this particular copy. DBecause there is so much differ-
ence of opinion on values and also because L am no suthority on that sub-

Ject, may I be excused from any expression.

If you care to dispose of the stamp I will be only too glad to
assist you in any way that I cah in obtaining & fair mrice. 1 night add
this, however, thet this is a pencanceled copy and unfortunately this is
held as detrimental.

May I thank you very kindly-'f‘or your check snd add that $5.00
is the mroper fee for such an authentication.

I wuld like to ¢dd just these few words. I doubt very much
if anyone in philstely is held in sny higher esteem than my valued friend
lir. Bert Poole of Pasadena.

Sincerely yours,



Piease write clearly in pencil, and sign vour opinion
(Do not use pen and ink.)

Pr.CHE 44903

|4 1257 - Tied By Blue

‘ Loulb\nl]e Ky POJ,'MQ.U-I'\,
This Stomp 15 Nob A
Tpe T '
[t 15 NoF THE 99Rz2
lF1s A Type v

Relieb "F*  Frvom The
Jottom Row o One

- of Trg Type v Plates

Wlssconry

| VA,'» 2.3 1754_




Please write clearly in pencil, and sign your opinion.
(Do not use pen and ink.)

Pr.crp #4902
qu? Tied By Blue

ot
- - R
——-4-"‘ -
-, A I
A r
21 S L
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‘ MNEW YORK 18, M. Y.
No. 4003 . Meeting of . My 1964
Dear. M Bodlreen .

Herewith is an item described by the applicant as follows:
Comntry.. Ua Ba......... lssue. 1857 __Denomination.. 3£ ...
Cd-\!ll‘ .............. e B
Brief Description

II1 (99R11)? Tied to cover with blue
Louisville, Ky., cancellation dated August. (Da
of month undecipherable) Condition looks very
fine for this issue.

Exact type, plate position, color, cancel
date & city, centering & condition & estimated
market value? _

. The Expert Committee requests you to examine the iterp and give
us your valued opinion. All expressions given are strictly confidential
between you and The Commiltee.

(Details of opinton on inside.)




April 29, 1954.

¥r. Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:

Herewith your 10¢ 1869 cover ond also the 5¢ 1856 with the
"Pa_id in Grid."

Regarding the latter. I made a very careful examination of this
stamp under my binocular microscope and compared it with tracings and ex-
amples of the large Boston Paid in Grid that was used subsequenttito Jan. 1lst,
1856. I also made an enlarged photograph, print of which will be sent to
you later. In my opinion, this stamp is a cleaned copy to which has been
added a fake cancelation. I recognize the fact that the strike iz supposed
to be a distébrted and blurred impression of a stamper with & Paid in grid.
Further, I was convinced by my exeminstion that this is not a strike from o
‘ ‘stamper but rather a paint job. While the black ink did not penetrate the
=L naper, it is my convietion thst it does not resemble the black ink that was
used at the Boston Post Office in the last half of the eighteen fifties.

R ied

sl I have no objection if you wish to q;\ote the above to the person
fmm whom you obtained the stamp.

I enclose a cover with s l¢ 1857\'&9\1 bysthe lerge Boston Peid in
« The Boston postmark is "9 NOV" so this 'hu&d de Nov. 9, 1857 or haﬁga,
ho eariier. PFlease roturn this at your con .}

I made a photograph of the 1869 cover and I will send a print of
it to Leonard Huber with the cuery if he is famiMsr with the killer on the
- two stamps. I am doing this solely because I don't seem %o have a record that
this particular cancelation was used st New Orleans in 1869 and 1870. Not
because 1 doubt for a moment that it was.

f With regards - |
Yours ete., 3
g 7
| (7
: "“%\3"3
g+
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By Direck V.5S. PKFr To CHER Bo u ANCE . Toe The Fre
F'Z.onhew- V.5.Rare |048Peng/‘ﬁ_F<§,. FromTNT;vvFV St
Orleans Abr 19 1870. French Ihkernal Due ofF |6
Decimes. (Approximoately 3od U.5.). Thido Cover—
Enclorsed 0n Pack As Genui1n€& In” Every Respaech
By Stonley B. Ashbroolc - E.C.Kruq Collection.




By Direck V.3. PKF To CHER Bo U RANCE . Te The Fre
F'z-onher- U.S.Rare lo4BPe5G/'b.Foz,. FY‘OMTN-I;W ok
Orleans Apr 19 1B870. French Ihkernal Due ofF |6
Decimes. (Approximoaltely 3od V.3.). Thid Cover—
Endorsed on Peck. Ad Genuin& In Every chbect"
By Stanley B. Ashbroolc - E.C-Kruq Collection.




%/) John Fox -4/29 -195LL. See 31 - 21. Quevy ~ IS
19 Cover Gencll NE ? h laclc_ Ini<
BOl*hCN\arK—llnr%‘:b () Thg‘ éaiae,c Ql‘l I =&




J UH H H ‘,:[]X 173 Tulip Avenue  Floral Park « New York ¢ FL 4-4636

AUCTIONS « APPRAISALS « RETAIL+- WHOLESALE » STAMPS - COVERS - ACCESSORIES

I April 26, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Trying to catch up on my back correspondence, I will answer
several of your letters at once. If possible, I would like to
buy a color slide of the Knapp shift.

Have you moved the collection of 5¢ and 10¢ 1847's. I trust
you have by now. If not, let me know - I may have a prospect.

Relative to your letter of April 2lst, regarding lot #66 in
our  recent sale, the 1¢ 1A variety, we did see something at the
top of the stamp, which, while I am not sure was a paint job, might
have been a minor repair. It was very difficult to tell. We sold
the stamp to a client, who saw the item and with whom we discussed
the possibility of the stamp being repaired. He bought it, despite
this. In fact, at $100 under his bid. I trust this will answer
your question satisfactory.

I am enclosing a cover I have had for several years. At first
I was not sure it was genuine because of the blotched appearance
of the Steam Ship. However, I guess this could have happened
because of a sloppy application. Would like your valued opinion
on it. Enclosed is a check for $15.00. Please do not return the
check. Just put it in the war chest.

Trusting all is well with Mildred and yourself. With kind
personal regards from Virginia and me.

Sincerely,

JOHN A. FOX

JAF:ew
registered

A\

Buy at the Sign of the Triangle



April 29, 1954,

Mr. John A, Fox,
173 Tulip Ave.,
Florel Park, N.Y.

Dear John:

Herewith the 17¢ 1851 Bisect cover with the marking "Via
Nicaragua." You inquired my opinion regarding whéther I was of the
opinion that the cover is genuine. First, may 1 state that I examined
this cover very carefully and particularly as to the ink that was used
for the "STEAM SHIP" and the oval "VIA NICARAGUA.," I am convinced that
the ink of both strikes is the same. I made a careful comparison both
by ultra-violet and by binocular microscope.

I believe that all well-informed students agree that the
"Via Nicaragua" markings were privately applied, and were not in any way
postal merkings of the U. S, Postal Service. Further, I am cuite sure
that the well-known two-line marking "STEAM - SHIP" was an official U,S,
postal marking snd was applied at the New York Post Office.

. A piece of mail such as this i3 represented to be had its
origin-in San Francisco, was sent direct to a ship of the Nicaragua Line
at San Francisco and carried privately to New York 2nd it was there that
it first entered the U. S, Mail.

I believe that the Nicaragus markings (of which the one on this
cover is of a type thet is well known) were applied at San Fremecisco, though
it is possible that such morkings may have been applied by the pursers of the
various ships of the Nicaragua Line, sailing between San Francisco and
Nicaragua. The point thet I wish to emphasize is thet the two-line marking,
“"STEAM™ - "SHIP", is official, whereas the "oval Via N" is not, hence it
seems impossible to me that a cover could be genuine that showed both were
applied st the same time in ssme ink from the same paid.

I have quite an extensive photographic record of "Via Nicaragus™
covers but I have no record of any cover that showed such a "wet" strike
of' the two-line “SIEAM - SHIP",

I dislike very much to question a cover that might possibly be
genuine but in this case it is my opinion that this cover is fraudulent, and
that both markings are not genuine.

Wiith regards - |
Sincerely yours,

(31-21)

‘\“



April 29, 1954.

Kr. John A. Fox,
173 Tulip Ave.,
Floral Psrk, N.Y.

_Dear John:

Herewith the 12y 1851 Bisect cover with the marking "Via
Ricaregua." You inquired my opinion regarding vhether I was of the
opinion that the cover is genuine. First, may I state that I examined
this cover very carefully and particularly es to the ink that was used
for the "STEAM SHIP" and the oval "VIA NICARAGUA," I am convinced thaot
the ink of both strikes is the same. I made & careful comparison both
by ultra-violet and by binoculsr microscope.

5.8

" I believe that @ll well-inforrmed students agree that the

"Via Niceregup"” morkings were privately applied, end were not in any way
postel merkings of the U. &. Postal Service., Ifurther, I am cguite sure
that the well-known two-.ine marking "STHAM - SHIP" was an officisl U.S,
postal markine and was applied at the New York Fost Office.

A piece of mail such as this is represented to be had its
origin in San Frencisco, was sent direct to & ship of the Hicaragua Line
at Sen Frencisco and corried privately to New York end it was there that
it first entered the U. &5, Mail.

I believe that the Nicaragua mtxrkingu {of which the one on this
cover is of a type that is well known) were applied ot ‘San Frsncisco, though
it 18 possible thet such merkings mey have been applied by the pursers of the
various ships of the Nicaragua Line, sailing between San Francisco and
Nicaragua. The point that I wich to emphasize is thet the two-line mnrking,

“"STEAM" - "SHIP", is official, whereus the "oval Via K" is not, hence it
seems impocsible to me that a cover could be genuine that r.howed both were
applied ot the same time in s:me ink from the same paid.

I have quite an extensive photograshic record of "Via Nicaragus"”
covers but I have no record of any cover that :howed such & "wet" strike .
of the two-line "STEM - SHIP"., . A

1 dislike very much to cuestion a cover that might possibly be
genuine but in this case it 4is my opinion that this cover ie frauduleant, and

that both markings are not genuine.

" With Fegsrds -
' Gincerely yours,

(31-21)



April 30, 1954. =

¥r. John A. Fox,
173 Tulip Ave.,
Floral Park, N.Y.

Dear John:

Herewith = sepsrate letter regarding the "Vie Nicaragua" cover.
I feel that I am right in my analysis of this cover based to & lorge extent
on my conviction thst the ink of the two merkings is the same. If perchance
you disagree with my opinion on this point I will be only too glad to further
reconsider the cover. Let me know. I carcfully studied each and every letter
in the oval marking and compsred them with strikes that are known to be gen-
uine. If you desire, I will be glad to go into this with you. I have no idea
who might have made this particuler item, but it is just the sort of thing
that Zareski likes t» turn out.

Regarding the check th:t you cent me. I don't think it ie right
for you, one of my most valued of friends, should pay me three times a fee
that I charge otpers and especially some whom I do mot conzider in my circle
" 'of friends. Of course, anyone - good, bad or indifferent, has a right to send
me an item and pay for an opinion. Becsuse I don't welcame some, I charge them
a high Tfee hoping they will not retura. If I didn't know you would send your
check back, I would return it to you, so the only thing L can do is to put another
credit mark against you and hope that someday I'11 be able to even up the account.

Herewith with my compliments a color slide of the famous Knapp shift.
I am a bit proud of this as I think it is just the sgpe as looking et the stamp
itself. In fact, better, because the light transmitted thru the transperency
discloses every feature of stamp snd cancelation, much better than looking at a
black and white photo print. In short, I think this is a wonderful piece of
photography, and I am completely sold on ét, as-a most azccurate method of recording
philatelic material. Incidentally, I am constantly adding new equipment and try-
ing to constantly perfect my technique.

I Re - the 1847 collection. It was a superb lot end I had no trouble in
placing it intact.

~ Re - Lot ;66 in your recent ssle. #fter I wrote you I learned that Mort
Neinken purchased the stamp, so several days ago 1 wrote ¥ort requesting him to X
send it to me. I want to see for myself just what is wrong. 1 have quite a S
record of 97L4, and compering my photograph of this particular copy with others in
my file, I cannot see anything wrong 2t the top. However, I will edvise you later.

I am pleased to report that Mildred and I are both well and we send

our best wishes to Virginia and you.
i Cordially yours,
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May 18, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.O. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your recent letters. I appreciate your opinion
on the 12¢ Bisect and will not offer it for sale.

As to Lot 66 in my sale of April 15th there is still some
doubt in my mind that this stamp had a defect. However, it is
impossible for me to recall it from the present owner. There
are reasons this cannot be done. Perhaps someday I may be able
to acquire it‘and if so, will send it to you at that time.

I, too, want to get some pictures in color of some of the
Confederates. Will send down a group as soon as they come back.
How long will it take you to perform the photography.

Trust all is well with you. With kind personal regards to
Mildred and yourself from Virginia and me.

Sincerely,

HN A. FOX
JAF :ew

Buy at the Sign of the Triangle



I3ZSG- &% 8

D C/{// Q kil

,Q\\“\CAM% //é J Cricaes

\ i oo j :
. \#%Mzm.w‘; 'i;i,\'\*‘v Blaelw C//(//z/“”/ %’
" ‘--//
;// /
By John Fox -4/29 -195 See 31 - 2l. Quevy - IS

nwne ? he Blacl_ Ini< o
—ég:hc?\;\lirkqgr%s 1S Th_eréame Ll




_fw fou AsgY
T‘” ﬁﬁr“‘“\g
*ﬁ& e ey

Tw

lo



LRYSTAL

= — ne @ OF CARsON CITY
I/\CORDO& TED
CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN Ionia, Michigan.
: April 26, 195k.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Your registered received this AM and hasten to reply. Check enclosed for
$6.50 covering three slides at $l.0o and fee of $3.50 per letter for signing
the 15¢ 1869 cover. Many thanks, Stan. Am sure pleased with these colored
slides and plan to send you all the outstanding pieces in my collection to

be rhotographed in color, but can only send a few now as most of the 1¢ col-
lection is on exhibit at Muskegon at present moment and won't get it back for
a week. Other rare items like the TR1E cover etc are in the bank vault and
can't get to them at present moment. These slides are simply wonderful!

. The colored slide of the used block of the 5¢ red brown Scott's #75 is indeed
beautiful. I think the color in the slide closely matches the true color of
the block, except I wish you could get my name on each slide for identification
on all future slides.

Got back from three days in Minneapolis late Saturday night - Rene had already
left for fishing trip on Pere Maraquette River and will be up there a week. Joan
and I are here together. Called Les Brookman Friday and he arrangsd to take me
to dinner Frlday night with Henry Hill and Bilden - wonderful evening together.
Henry Hill is charming company as are the others. Then had lunch with them all
again Saturday noon. Henry Hill is very proud of the Knavp "shift" and showed it
to me - also the wonderful color slides you made of it.

Re the Ludlow Beebe cover I let Jack lMolesworth have on consignment. He has
not been able to sell it as yet so I wrote him teday and told him if he could
not move it within thirty days, to send it back. Only reason I have for not
wanting to sell the other ILudlow Beebe cover - the one with rositions 23-2l-L,
is that I had a special album page made for it along with other 10¢ 'h7's which
you will recall are pseudo engraved pages are terribly expensive - cost me

%25 to $30 a page and if I take this cover out and retain the other, it means
having a new album sheet printed at this cost, besides all the fuss and time
consumed. Would you care to handle the other cover - the one lolesworth now
has - in case he does not move it? If he moves it, I would want to retain the
only other 10¢ 'L7 cover, as I have no more - just these two.

Glad Rasdale sent you the CIPEX sheets promptly. He promised he would. He is
a rather decent chap but knows nothing of early covers exceprt as they look
good or bad. Has a good reputation tho for honesty.

Am enclosing eight (8) covers to be photographed in color, listed as follows:

(a) single 5¢ 1856 imperf tied, was Lot #90L in Chase sale 1925.
superb vertical strip three 1857 - 5¢ brick red, was Lot #891 in Brown sale.
vf vert strip three 1857 - 5¢ Type I ex-Gibson (is this red brown, Stan)?
(d) vf hor strip threel857 - 54 Type I brown - shows C/L left - Ex-Chase.
(e) five 12¢ 1857 plus 5¢ Type I red brown (65¢ rate) (See Lot #1310 in Chase
sale 1925 -~ is this the same cover?)
(fg 10¢ 1861 Type I tied blk "COLOMA Cal"
superb 3¢ pink pigeon blood 1861 tied "MYSTIC BRIDGE Ct"
(h) superb hor pair 1862 5+ red hrown tied blue New Orleans target to S.F.

Most of these ars signed by you on back. Please sign those not already signed
and let me know fee when returning with slides. Show my name if possible below
each in slide. Regards.

Sincerely,

JGF/ Flec nsteln.

Enc:REG: {/



April 39% 1954.

¥r. J. G, Fleckenstein,
419 Union Street,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the various covers as per yours of the 26th, numbered
as per your letter. I made color photos of eech cne end included 2 de-
scriptive notation for esch one, copies of which I enclose. This is an
exception as I do not include this in the cost of the slides &s the pre-
peration of these "notes" occupies considerable time. If you wish them on
future slides please advise me snd I will meske an extra charge. I also
endorsed three of the covers on the back as follows: (These had not pre-
viously been authenticated)

Cover "C" - fee $3.50 m 1 oM
‘N npe " 3.50 -
v ompn " 3,50 ?

Total - $10.50 2y »\

I also rubbdd out some of the former authenticstions end put on new ones,
as you will note. Also advise me if you like the style I om now using.

Thanks very much for the check for £6.50 as per former advice.

Jack, 1 was ploaced that ybu liked the three slides. I quite
agree and I also think they are wondefful. I wes also pleased that the =lide

. of the block of the 5¢ Red Brown closely matched the color of the original.

i mte that you gave kolesworth 30 days in which to sell the 10¢
1847 cover. I hope he succeeds in getting the rrice he lrd in mind. Vhen and
if he returns it we can then discuss it. Of course, I would like very much to
handle either one but I do think you should keep the Gray Muzzy cover and sell
the Knapp cover with the ?3-74L, in spite of the fact you paid a high price for
the page. Couldn't I make one just as good et a lower figure? Do you prefer
the printed pages you use to the work I did for Brooks?

Re - the covers I return. In your letter you hsd some gueries re-
garding some of them. I believe all the questy{:s you asked are included with

. the covers, but if not let me know.

Re - the Pigeon blood. I photographed the cover but not zn enl=rge-
ment of the stamp itself. So far I heve not been able to obtain what I con-
sider a satisfactory color reprdduction of my Pigeon. Eeing e pale color I
will have to do a bit more experimenting. Bear this in mind - if, later on, you
want me to make a color slide just of the stamp itself.

So Rene is away on a fishing trip and Joan is running the house for you,

e had our first word from Stan Jr. today. It was from Panema City
and he had attended a bull fight.
Our regards to all -~ Cordially yours,
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liay 8 » 1954,

Mr, ﬁarry L. Lindquist,
153 Waverly Place,
New York 14, N,Y,

Dear Harry:

My good friend Herl Weatherly of Creensboro, N,C., recently mede
quite an interesting find of Confederate covers and I persuaded him to write
an article about a few of them, and permit me to send the article to you. I
don't know whether you are acquainted with Earl or mt but he is a grand
fellow and one of the few collectors below the Mason & Dixon Line who really
hes a fine collection of Confederates. He is 2lso 2 student of such stamps
and covers, and a former President of the Confederate Society, known ss the C.S.A,
For his contriutions to Confederate Philately, he was honored by the Society
with the title of "General." A lot of damn foolishness in my opinion, but be-
cause the same honor was conferred upon me I can herdly express my opinion
publicly on‘the system of conferring military titles on stamp collectors.

I found this a rticle extrenely interestingend in the course of my
correspondence with HEarl regarding it, I suggested va-ious changes which he
made. 1 also mede the photographs for him end I am enclosing them herewith.
The captions on the tack are mine,

I informed FHarl thet I would recuest of you as a special favor to me
that you publish this article at the esrliest possible date in "STAMPS,"

I examined these covers very carefully and was convinced thet there
was no funny-business about them. Like Eerle I was convinced that the colored
stickers were pladed on the letters at the time they were mailed at Limestone
Springs. Whether they sre actually Confed Postmasters' Provisionals, I do mot
know end & don't suppose enyone else knows and will not kpow until some possible
proof, one way or the other, might slow up. The covers bearing the "stickers" are
not postmarked mor does a "Paid" appear on eny as is the case im the usuel P.M.P.
to show that the letter was prepaid. However, there is no denying the possibility
that the Postmaster at Lirpeatone Springs, S.C. might leve Ird these stickers pre-
pered and sold over the counter et their face value with the essurance that anyone
placing them on their mail could rest assured th ot sueh meil would be forwarded
as paid. The cuestion could be raised that how would the receiving postmaster at -
dest inetion know the letter was prepaid, and th answer might be - civilian mail
in the Confederacy had to be prepaid - only mail of the zrmed forces could be sent
unpaid. And further, no doubt 2 way bill accommnied such mall which showed so
many "Paid" letters. Thus there sre features that nake this find cuite interesting.
At least, I found the subject of much interest and I am sure other students will also.

Barl might have brought out the points I mentimed above but he didn't.
I am wondering if you wauld think it advisable to head the srticle with an "Editor's
Note" and menticn such points?

With every good wish = :
A8 ®@ver yours,
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G April 20, 1954.

lr. A, Earl Veatherly,
% Irving Park Manor,
Greensboro, N.C.

Dear Karl:

Yours of the 14th received together with the photo prints and the
very interesting article on the Dean correspondence. I will be glad to make
the photographs for you so send over the covers at any time thet is conven-
jent. I will try and be reasoneble in my charge.

Your article was most interesting and I note you intend to give it
to "STAMPS." Perhaps I can be of @ bit of essistence. ‘If you wish I will
write Harry Lindquist and inform him that I read your msnuscript and found it
most interesting, that I am meking the photographs for you and as a special
favor to me will he please run the article mt the earliest possible moment and
will he please 'give his personsl sttention to the hmlf-tone cuts of the photo
prints. They have so many crticles submitted thet a great number foil to be

publ ished for months.

¥or over e yoar 1 hove been experimenting with philantelic ocolor photo-
graphy and have achieved some marvelous results. I do not recommend color prints
but rather color trancperencies which ére kmown 2s "color slides." When you
send over the Dean cover I will make several slides in color. I &lso suggest
that you send me some of your finest (onfed covers and I will meke color z=lides
of them. I charge £1.00 sach for srmall lots but for lsrge lots or whole collec-
tions, 75¢ each. I can reproduce in the natural color & single stamp, or as

mentioned, covers.
%ith my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMPS OF
LIMBSTONS SPRINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA
APPEARS TO BE NEW CONPEDERATE POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS
Byt A. Earl Veatherly

A recent original find of approximately 200 letters of the South Carolina Dean
family disclosed three 5S¢ adhesive stamps of & unigue and unkmown design, each on cover.
They were found in & package with several Confederate(Bovers most of which were address-
ed to Corporal Rdward Tean at Tudor Hall .Vaih*dn&r. None of theclovers in the package
contained their original enclosures and those bearing the three 5¢ aﬁhnln stamps
were not postmarked nor were the stamps cancelled. A thorough search of the many
related letters and covers found with the package disclosed geveral that save applie-
eable 1nf§mtion and made identification of the three covers possible. The story

follows: %

The Dean family 1ived in Sartainrg, Boeri-Oursttine. Miiliag Ahe. paéied ot the
fivil War and the member of that family who provided a great contribution to Confederate
Philately was Corporal Mward J. Dean. His a_ddrou in the early stages of the VWar was
"Spartan Rifles, 5th Palmetto Reg., So. Car. Volunteers, 091. M. Jenkins, Commsnder,
Tador Eall, P, 0. near Manaseas Junction, Va., Care Ospt. ¥alker®. Confederate
Collectors are greatly indedbted to Corporal Deen for MN&Q Cfovers and letters
he received from his home folk, His 1life in the Confederate Army was one of hardehip,
but the splendid condition of his Covere discovered in this little package is evidence
of the care he rave them. Most likely he carried his letters back to hie home in 5
Spartanburg upon the occasion of his furloughe or sent them by an obliging friexid.

His mother, Mrs. m‘o. Dean, took tender care of them froﬁ there on.

In the present "find® four very important facts were established concerning the
three Covers which bear the hitherto unknown 5¢ adhesive starps referred té ahove.
(1) There ves & letter that proved that ome of Oorporal Dean's sisters, Mus Lfzzie

- Sn@a-‘
B. M, Dean, was attending a school at limestone Springs, Soutk-Carclina, when
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Corporsl Dean's address was Tudor Hall, Va. (2) Two of the covers were addressed

in her handwriting. (3) The "5" handetemper used in the post office at Iimestone
Springs during the pre-var period was doubtless the one used in stamping the "5" on
the three adhesive stamps. () One cover addressed in the handwriting of Miss
42216 B. M, Dean to her brother, Master Fosea J. Dean, Spartanburg, SouthGrroiina,
wag routed "Vis Jonesville®, 16 miles distant from lLimestons Springs and located
on the Spa:rtanburg and Union railroad. The letter was undoubtedly earried via mail
bugey from Iimestone Springs to Jonmesville, thence via rail to Sp#rtanhrg. {See Map)
_ 1t would seem impossible for the three covers under disemssion to have orisinated
at any point othor‘ than Mmantenﬁ Springs but the lack of nost marks necessitates as
much proof as possible, which will be presented as we procesd with pictures of the

conn,'&ucripuom. and historical background., Iet us now study the covers themselves.
hy

Figure 1: 5¢ Adhesive, Black "5" on Green Paper - Type 1 - Circuler die cut. Used by
Miss lizzie ®. M. Dean, a student at limeatone Springs High School, early in 1861,
addressed to her drother, Corporal Riward J. Dean, "Spartan Rifles, S5th Reg., So. Car.
Volunteers, Col. M. Jenkins, Commander, Tudor Ball, P. O, nﬁa.r ﬁunasus Junction,

Virginia, care Capt. VWalker.

Tigure 2: 5/ Adhesive; Black *S* on Gresn Paper - Type 5 orrmter Gosets WA by
Miss lizzie ®. M. Dean at Limestone Springe, 5. 0. Addressed to a younger bdbrother,
Master Hosea J. Dean, Spartanburg, S. O., the farily howe of the Deans. TPndorsed
"Via Jonesville", 16 miles distant from Iimestone Springs and located on the Spe.rttn-'

burg and Union railroad, this being the rail route to Spartandurg,

Pleure 3t 5¢ Adhesive, Black "5" on Blue Paper - Type 2 - Cut retangular. The "§"
is similar to Type 1 but is more blurred in character. Addressed to Micsg Luey R,
SBimpson, laurens, C. H.,, 8. C. Some variations are noted in the han‘writing on this

cover compared with that of Miss Idzzie ®. ¥, Dean and it is possible that some other
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student at m-onom Sorings High School =2ddressed this éonr. lucy B+ Simpson
'v‘n;i a member of the family of lonomblo ¥illiam Simpson of !&rone € K;. 8¢ Cau
wvho was & ﬁmlgor of the Confederate Congress ~nd later became Covernor of South
Carolina. Some of the Dean and Simpson chiléren later intermarried and many

Sinpnoi letters were found with the Dean letters in this correspondence.

- Pigure 43 Tolded letter addressed to Mi-s Iiszzie H. ¥. Dean, High School, Limestone

Spripgl. 8. C.y by her mother, Mrs. Mary 0. Dean of Spartanburg, S. C. Dated

August 3, 1861, It verifies the fact that Lizzie B. M., Dean was in school at the

time when cover shown in Figure 1 addressed in her handwriting was sent to her
brothsr, Capt. Bdwerd J. Dean. The contents of this letter also refors to her

| brothers, Bdward snd Master H. J. Dean (Hosen < Dean) to whom the cover im

Weure 2 ic addressed.

7
ﬂguro 53 Limestone Springs, 8. 0., pre~var cover shoving the identies=l "5" _
héndstmor which l@tor wes used in pnparing' the 5¢ adhesive stamps, except that

this was struck in pre-war red. The measurements of the two "5'a" are the same.

‘Pigure 63 Oover showing the hendwriting of Miss lizeie B, M. Dean %o her husband,

Dr. O« B. Fleming, & surgeon in the Confederate Army, to whom she was married in

Decenber, 1861, after leaving limestone Springs High School when the imstitution

_closed a8 a result of the war. This handwri ting matches that shown on the

Limestone Springs covers shown in Figure 1 and 2 which bear the 5¢ adhesive stamps.
This cover is acooipan;od by 2 letter from her mother, Mrs. Mary O. Dean, in which

she fef_or. to her daughter's marriage in December, 1861.

Figure 7 54' Spartanburg, S. C. Postmaster's Provisional Adhesive Stamp, used on
a cover to Corporal Mﬁrd J« Dean, postmarked July 11, 1861. (Bx Emerson and
Brooks Collections. Now in the Hoathérly Oollection). This wae one of several

similar covers found several yesrs ago and it is shown to further confirm the fact
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that the type of starps or handstamps used on his mail addressed to Tudor Hall
were either provisional or provisional in character.

The round die cut 5¢ achesive stamps show signe of premeditated preparation.
The age stains on the covers and stamps mateh, The aged gum on the back of one
of the loosely attached stampe has left a circle of gum stain on the cover., All
thre§ covers have the "ldok" and "fesl" of unmistakable genuineness, It is ine
teresting to note that Iimestons Springs! neighboring Postmagters at Spartan‘bur.s‘
("28 miles vie Jomesville") and at Union (25 miles away) issued Provisional
stamps during the same period and emnloyed the use of office handstamps in their
preparation, as in the case of the stamps on the Iimestone Springs covers.

Iimestone Springe High School was founded in 1846 by Rev. Thomas Curtis, 0. D,
end hig .on. Rev, William Curtis, D. D,, and became one of tho most popnhr schooh
in the Bouth. The number of pupils smounted sometimes to 300 and the roll ahow.d them
representing ﬁluolt every state in the South. That there was a regulsrly nmbnma
post office, is proven by the official U. S. Registers of 1859 and 1863 in vhich
Iimestone Svrrings, 8, C., appears, with 0. L. Clarke as Postmaster. With every
éonﬁdanco this writer believes that this Fostmaster provided FPhilately with
new Oonfederate Provisionals in the form of the two types of the 5¢ adhosive
stamps illustrated and desecrided herein,

Put conclusive as the evidence seems, however, the fact remains that none of
the three covers in this "find" which bear the 5¢ adhesive stamps are -postmrknd : :
or are the stamps cancelled. The posaible reagons for this omiszsion are onﬁiuly
theorstioel, but final proof thet these starps did regular postal duty aweit the
discovery of cancellations and postmarks on similar stemps and covers. The aid
of a1l collectors to that end is greatly desired and any one finding covers
postmarked muutom Springe, 8., O, during the Confederate period, with or without
these or other adhesive ntmpﬁ.wr%—ie communicate vith the writer at once’
in care of A=3 Ir'dng Park Manor, Creensboro, North Carolina,
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A. EARL WEATHERLY
IRVING PARK MANOR
GREENSBORO, N. C.

April 25, 1954

Mr. Stenley Ashbrook
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Deer Stan:

Your letter of April 20 was welcome and I appreciate your kindness in
offering to assist in getting the story published in "Stamps". I accept
"it gladly and will thank you to write Mr. Lindquist as you suggest.

I am enclosing herewith a revised copy of the story together with the
following original covers.

1. "s5W Black on Green - Limestone Springs - For Figure No. 1
2. "5Y Black on Green - Limestone Springs - For Figure No. 2
3. "5" Black on Blue (Rectangulaer) - limestone Springs - For Figure No. 3
L, Tolded Letter addressed to Miss Iizzie E. M. Dean - For Figure No. &4

T
5. Pre-war "5" (Red) - Limestone Springs Folded Letter - For Figure No. 5
6. Cover showing handwriting of lLizzie E. M. Dean - For Figure No. 6
7. 5¢ Spartanburg, S. C. - P. M. Provisional - For Figure No. 7
Please make an extra set of pictures for my personal use. Possibly a
little later I can send a selection of my best covers for photographing
as mentioned in your letter.
I am enclosing a revised copy of my story which is final (for me) but sub-
Jject to editing by any of you gentlemen accomplished in story writing.
MacBride suggests omitting the biography of Edward J. Dean. The reason I
included it, even though separate from the story, is because there are
many Confederate covers in collections that bear his name, including the
Spartanburg P. M. Provisionals. In Confederate days, the town of Limestone
Springs was colorful, hence the story. But Harry Lindquist can be the
final judge. It will be okaey with me.

Kindest regards.

i,

A. Barl Weatherly

AEW/t



April 30, 1954.

kr. A. Earl Vleatherly,
Irving Park ilanor,
Greensbo rough, 1.C.

Dear Eerl:

 Herewith the various Dean covers as per yours of the 25th. 1 made
photogrsphs and color slides of the verious items as requested.

Please advise me if you wish me to send the copy of your srticle
direet to Harry Lindquist together with the photo prints, or do you wish to do
this yourself with me writing him that you were doing so upon my recmmmendation?
I will be glad to do the former if you so desire.

I disagree with liacBride about omitting the biography of Edward J.
Dean. I certainly think that you should include it.

We certainly have a problem here - viz - What is the meaning of these
labels} Are they actually a Confederate Postme ster Provisional adhesive? Con-
sider the one addressed to Corp. Edw. J. Dean, Tudor Hall. This has no post-
mark or the word "PAID," or sny indication that the postage had been prepaid.
When this letter srrived st the Army P.0. at "Tudor Hall™ how was the Postss ster
to know that the postage had been paid and where? I suppose one might answer as
- follows: that while a member of the arm forces of the C.S5.A. could send a letter

without paying the postage, that a civilian could not do this. In other words,

had this let ter been delivered to Dean, the Postmaster at Tudor Hall would have
assumed that it would not have been sent to him from the forwarding £.0. unless
the postage had been prepeid.

It seems odd thaet none of the labels were not canceled or defaced in
some manner. If they were valid for postage why couldn't Corporal Dean have re-
moved them and sent them back home to be used sgain? Perhaps someone could
answer that they were put on only by the <.M. &t Limestone Springs to denote pay-
ment and any letters mailed with them would indicate a second ucse, but why should
he have used this sticker instead of stamping the "5" direct to the letter?

There was, as you state, a Limestone Springs Post Uffice as I note by
my List of 1859. I suppose there was one there in the summer of 1861. If these
three envelopes originated at that office why is there no postmark or a handstamped
"PAID?"

Esrl it seems to me that the above points should be brought out in
yofir article, so as not to give the impression that these could be C.S.i. P.M. pro-
visionals, when there is surely some question.

I trust that you will consider the above as constructive. I will hold
your msnuscript until I hear from you.

- Again + wish to state thet + would include all the data you have on
the Dean family - the more the better - the more, the more interesting will be your



" /2. Mr, A, Eerl Weatherly, April 30, 1954.

article.

-with every good wish -

Cordielly youys,



Wiz

Mr., A. Earl VWeatherly, 3
» Gem=Dandy, Inc.,
Madison, I"T.C.

Desr Barl:s

Yours of the 5th received and I have today mailed vour
manuscript to Harry Lindouist snd requested as a specisl favor to me
that he published it as soon 28 possible. I am sure that he will. I
also sent him very fine prints of the covers end I put descriptive
captions on the back of each. I gave Harry some data regarding the
possibility that these might be Confederate r.i.f,'s and suggested that
. He~might ‘head the article with an "Editor's Note"” commending the zrticle.

i "Eerewith I anm emlosing a set of the rhoto prints. Uy cherge
Iy $8 00 for the two sets - a speeial price to you.

Later 1 will show you some color slides that I made of some
- of the covers. :

i am wondering if you ever saw any of the Sperati counﬁerfeits
of the Confed "TEN?" I have a very excellent color slide that L can
supply.

With best wishes -

00@1 ly yours,

N
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 May 14, 1954,

Mr. A, Earl Weatherly,
% Gem Dandy, Inc., =
iladimn. N.C,

Dear Harl:

Thanks Tor yours of the llth with check
for £8.00. -

1 am glad you liked the prints acd I am
sure you mueb have been much impressed witk the color
slides. As requested I sm enclosing = slide of the
Sperati Confed "[EN." -

With all good wishes - ~
Cordiel 1y yours,
‘Enc losed:

One slide S14 - '« $1.00
’ %
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llay 13, 1954.

My, A, Earl Weatherly,
% Gem Danmdy,
3 l’ladimn. Noco P

Dear Barl:

Under separste cover, I am forwarding to you eight (8) color
slides of your Deean covers. The charge for these is j1.00 per slide.

I especially call your ettention to the Spartansburg F.M.FP.
Is this not @ wonderful reproduction of thics cover in ‘color?

I had a letter today from Lindguist acknowledging receipt of
the article and the photog raphs and he stated that he would run it in
“STAMPS" at the earliest possible date. He seemed quite pleased with it.

] You'are not obligated to retain any of the slides but it is
my recollection you stated you would like & set in color.

T With best wishes = ‘ "

Cordially yours,

Tll - T12 - T13 - Tl4 = T15 = T16 - T17 -
T18 - @ $1.00 each.

Enclosed: 0 0 -
eight (8) slides as follows: X
'___,_..———-'——"_._\
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liay 15, 1954- @h
\&%\‘

Mr, A, Earl Westherly,
4 Gem Dendy, Inc.,
Madison, N.C,

Dear Barl:

I don't know whether you have ever seen any of the "Sperati™
Confed forgeries but here is a copy of his 10¢ Rose. I can offer this to
you at $15.00 net.

Inasmuch ss Spereti's work is generally been considered very
clever and inssmuch as it has been reported that he sold out "bag and baggage"
to the British Philatelic Associetion end no more of his "work" will be put
on the market I suppose it is possible that his copies might become collector's
items. 4t any rate, here is one of his works of srt. Return it if you have
no use forit. It is signed on the back by him - I bel ieve his name is "J'ean
Sperati.” I can also supply you with a color slide ¥ $1.00.

Recently I acquired a rmost interesting old poster deted Charleston,
S.C. 1853 in which a planter offered a family of madves. It is the most in-
teresting item of its kind that I have ever run across. I had to pay am ex-
ceedinzly Ligh price for it so to reduce the cost 1 em offering photographic
copies W $2.00 eech. I believe thet such items add to a fine collection of

‘Confederates.
With all good wishes -
Cordi ally yours,
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Hay 22, 1954,

Mr,. #, Harl Weatherly,
} Gem “andy, Inc.,
Madison, Nl.C.

Dear EBerl:

- Yours of the 18th received but there was mo
check in your lstter. Yes, $9.00 is the correct sum due.
Just en oversight on your part and no doubt it will reach ~
me before this letter reaches you. It is en error that I
pull ever so often. 1 state I am enclosing & theck then
forget to make it out.

Thenks Earl for the return of the Sperati 10¢.
Rose counterfeit.

‘ I sincerely regret that I do not have any fine
Confederate material and haven't hed anything worth nen-
tioning since the Brooks lot. Should I get anything I will
certainly remember you. ‘

With every good wish -
- Cordially yours,



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
. P. O. BOX 31
= 33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

10urs Ol

the 18th received but there was no
check in your letter. Yes, $9.00 is the correct sum due.”
Just an oversight on your part and no doubt it will reach
me before this letter reaches you. It is an error that I
pull ever so often. I state I am enclosing a check then
forget to make it out.

o
™
-

=Y

Thanks Harl for the return of the Sperati 1O¢
Rose counterfeit.

I sincerely regret that I do not have any fine
Confederate material and haven't had anything worth men-
tioning since the Brooks lot. ©Should I get anything I will
certainly remember you.

With every good wish <
[Cordially yours,
r .

6(‘/.€ 4
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RARCINTLY DISCOVERED STAMPS OF

LIKBSTONRE SPRINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA

APPEARS TO BE KEW CONFEDERATE FOSTMASTER'S PROVISIORALS

Pyt A. Earl Veatherly

A recent original! find of approximately 200 letters ot_ the in\h Carolina Dean
faxily disclosed three ym'n itllpl ofau!m um«uo. ueham.

Mo netber, Wri, Mty O Dods: Silt Somiee Sid of them fien mn'u.
In the present *find® four very 1@"&» facts were established concerning the

three Covers which dear the hitherto unkmown 5¢ adhesive stamps referred to above.

/1) There wea a letter that nroved that one of Corporal Dean's sisters, Mss 1fzzie

{=

. ¥, Tean, wee attending a schnol at limestone Snringl.ﬂmﬁ'!:m-.‘.iu. when



Ferge 42

Corporz] Tean's address was Tudor Eall, Va. (2) Two of the covers were addressed
in tor hendwriting. (3) The *5" handstssper used in the post office at limestone
9rorings during the pre-war periol was doudbtless the one used in stamping the "5" on
the three adhesive stasps. (L) Ome cover addressed in the hamdwriting of Mas
142210 R, ¥, Boan to Jer brother, mwmt M'W.%ms.

™eure 3t
is s!nnnr te Type 1 but i¢ more dlurred in mm. mmuﬂ u um hq R,

firpeon, laurens, C. H., S. C. Some variations are noud in the han‘writing on this

sover comnared with that of Miss Iizzie ©. ¥, Dean and it is poseivle that some other




- Te e 41

stufent at limestons Sprince Hish School =ddressed thie cover. lucy 2. Siipson
wes o menber of the fauily of Foneradble William Simpson of laurens C. l;. Se Cos
vho wes & merder of the Confederate Congress end later beczme Governor of South
Carolina, Some of the Dean and Simpson chiléren leter intermsrried and many
Simpson letters were found vith mmnm in this correspondence.

Ture 7t 5S¢ Spartandburg, S. Cs Postmester's Msieuan Stanp, used on
» cover to Corporal Sdward J. Dean, postmarked July 11, 1861. (Bx Emerson and

l Treoks Onllectione. Now in the Yeathsriy Collection:). This wee one of several

s‘milar covers found several yeers zgo and it is ehown te further confirw the fact

~oum e . B




trat the tyoe of starps or handstazmps used on his mail addressed to Tudor Eall
were ofther provisional or provisional in character.

Tre round die cut 5¢ achesive stamps slow signs of premeditated preparation.
The age stains on the oonn.nd-tupcutoh. The aged gum on the back of one
of the loosely attached om bas loft a dmla of al ihilcu the m. Ani

theorationl, mt final procf um thuo shm;ﬂd nmhr mhl dnty m!.t tho
ddscovery of cancellations and postmarks on -hdkr #tamps and covers. The eid

of a1l collectors to that end ie greatly desired and any one finding covers
nostmarked Timestons Sprines, S. 0. cnring the Confederzte period, with or without

these or other adhesive ttams. .rrurrw 4% coms=unicete with the writer at once

in eare of A=? Irving Park Fanor, Oreensh®oro, North Carclima,
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i PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

April 29, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Here is a pair of the 1¢ 1851 Type IV that has me puzzled.
It looks to me as if the left stamp is recut twice at top and that the right
stamp is recut twice at top and once at bottom. I can find nothing in your
plating that gives any such two stamps side by side which, of course, means
that I do not recognize what is before me. Will you please be so good as to
tell me what these two stamps are? This certainly is a nice loocking piece
which I have just purchased. It would have made a nice cover paying the 5¢
rate, which generally has a single 5¢ stamp on the cover to France.

Regarding your letter of April 2lst, which L find on my
desk after returning from New York where I was a witness in behalf of the
Church Estate in their suit against Scuren, I find your letter. The Confederate
plate I hope to.have in my possession this week. I will then tell you more
about it for the information I gave in my column was received over the phone.
They are going to let me have some impressions run off, so as soon as it comes
to hand I will make a decision as to what will be done. It belongs to a non-
profit making organization that is deoing a lot of good in this world and it is
my thought to run off these impressions and sell them in behalf of this organiza-
tion. My first thought was to run them off in the color of the issued stamp on
paper as near the original paper as possible and sell them at around $5 a sheet.
I then thought if we ran them off in several colors we could sell more sheets
and perhaps give six different colors for $20. If I could get at least $1,C00
in this manner they would be exceedingly pleased. I would want all checks
made out payable to them. Have you any suggestions to make?

I certainly hope to write the book which I mentioned while
my brain is still clear although my father, who died in his ninetieth year,
had as clear a brain three days before he died as most people have at forty.

I would like to get permission from Washington to illustrate the early demone-
tized stamps in colors. I think if I showed them a portion of my collection,
indicated to them the value of such an article, that I might receive this per-
mission.

As to the 90¢ 1867, a copy exists on the cover and I have
seen an excellent photograph. It is a single copy and belonged to Captain
Randall, who was Commodore of the “merican steamships that carried passengers
between here and Europe. He retired around 1940. You will recall we were going
to have the 100th Anniversary of the first stamp in London at that time. Arrange-
ments were made for one of the American ships to take those from the U. S. to
London. Capt. Randall was about to retire but was going to stay in active service



until this trip was made as he personally was a stamp collector and was anxious
" to take the people over and bring them back. When the war broke out he retired.
He was a friend of George Slocane and I think it was George who showed me, or
sent me, a photograph. I cannot find it in my records. Write George and I am
sure he can give you the whole history. Of course, the 1860 and 1861 90¢ exist
but I have never seen a 90¢ 1869 on cover that I liked. The Ackerman copy did
not appeal tc me for Bartels had written on the back that he added one of the
other stamps and it was always my opinion that he or someone else added the 90¢.
I may be wrong.

In further reference to the condensed book on U. S. issues,
the expense is not bothering me in the slightest. It is the work, however, that
does bother me for I am really active and with other activities outside of the
philatelic field, I am busy most of the time. I would like to publish such a
book to present copies to the numerous collectors and dealers who have helped
me to put together my collection and make a very handsome profit in the meantime.

With kind persona

b PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

€nce.



y Wi : May 1, 1954.

dr. Philip H, Werd, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philedelphis 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Re - the l¢ 1851 pair herewith. This pair is 51L1L - 52L1L.
See my One Cent Book - Vol. 1 - page 1?8. Note the left pane. There were
‘eix positions on Plate One Late tlet were racut double at top - 51L -« 52L =
60L - 71L - 77L and 79L. None in the right pane. Of thess six only two
were recut double at top and double at btottom - viz - 52L and 79L. See chart.
To obtain a pair of the double top recuts, one would have to obtain & pair of.
51L1L -~ 52L1L - which is the positions of your pair. I think this is an in-
tensely interesting item, and of course very rare. Years zgo when I first
storted to study the l¢ stemp. I thought these double recuts wsre wonderful end
a pair such as this would have rede me dig awful deep in my pocket before passing
it up if offered. This was surely cut from & cover from New Orleans to France
and shows the 5¢ U. S. Internal. It is entirely in error to temm this the ship-
to-shore rate. It was no such thing, but rather a payment fixed by the U.S5.-
British postal Treaty of 1848. It is the "U.S.Internsl under the terms" of that
Treaty. -Also See ny Vol. 1 - page 162 - positions 51L - 52L.

I doubt if covess paying this rate with the S¢ 1856 zre more common .
than those with & 3¢ '51 and a pair of the lg Type 1V, Years ago I used to
buy all of the latter + could lay hands on and t hen cut off the pairs, so I could
put them on pl: te reconstructions. 1 have quite a nufer of such cut covers left.
In this class the coversthhit aré not common sre those with the marking "G.B.
1F 60C" in a frame.

I was interested in your discussion of the Confederate plate. It seems
to me that if any prints are made from it they should mt be in any color that
resembled the original color. This to avoid crooks using the fake covors. How-
ever, this depends on which stamp you have., I have an idea it must bs the 5¢
Typo of 1862. 1f so, my advice is to communicate with Gus Dietz before you spend

any money on reprints.. 2

Thanks for the data on an 1867 - 90¢ cover. I made mention of the
rarity of a 90¢ Grill (1867) cover in my May 1lst Service lIssue which will be
mailed next week. Perry had such a cover for sale in the spring of 1937 2and men-
tioned it in his "Pats." I never sow it snd have no description of it. Perhaps
it is the same one known to Sloane. I dn't heve anything to do vith Eloane.
4+ have no use whatever for him. If I put on paper what I think of him it would burn.
He occupies a top listing in my 18 K S.0.B. book up near Colson.

I read with a great deal of interest mlyis week's copy of LIFE with all
the color illustrations. Had this come out in the middle nineteen twenties Moran
then the head of the S5.8. would have lrd a stroke., + believe the present ndminis-
tration takes a more liberal view of stamp illustrations. As long as such sre for
educational, research work, or scientsfid study of any kind, I don't think any
attention will be paid.

4 note Sloane in STAMPS states thet no Sperati books (B.P.A,) will be



#2. Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr., \Mey 1, 1954,
permitted to eﬂfer the country. I think any such a raling would be a mistake.
e need copics over here for study snd reference.

Re - that 90« 1869 Bartels cover. I wrote this up in an issue of
my Service. 1 forget what I thought sbout the cover but was it not to the
effect that the 90¢ stamp could have originsted? It is my rmecollection that
while Bartels monkeyed with the- cover I don't think he ever intimsted thst he
7id not believe the $0¢ stamp was used originally on the cover.

With regords-

Yours ete.,

é



May 7, 1954.

Mr. Samuel C, Faige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston, Mass,

Dear lr. Paige:

¥ Here ere two photo prints that I mede of your 10¢ 1847
by ultra=violet. Oné is e light print to show the area of the
cancel removal, why I have outlined by pen marks, The other is
8 darker print thet shows-more detail of the cleaning. In my
opinion this stamp had & cancelation which has been removed.

1 went to see if I can plate the stamp end if so It is
possible that I may heve & photorraph of encther stamp from the
same position for side-by-side comparison. Of course,thepp amre
some red spots on the stamp which show up on the photo prints, but
~ what these are I do not know, ; : :

- I will retum the stamp next week.

\ .

Tharks very much for sending me the catalogue of your
June'sale which errived this morning. I am pleased to refund the
postage. A

- With regerds - =

Sincérely yours,



INVOICE

7 X
e S y
SO‘“&\ 1(&.\& Soc}“\p&ﬁ ; %( }7 19‘5— y 3

¢ Dar e

Enclosed please find stamps listed below

Item Value Kept

(eudozu.a 4 a VS #2 fg e 24‘/
L&L&MA__MM Qhurivg @vnfe y rdp oty -
),

W lel o Crnty Bid 225 Jer

/ln’w M?ﬁm%f’M‘fma’WLW

gL ey ) L]IC')/C il ﬁfaf
eézw:.«t o o used bofey -

ﬂe’ LY /71‘{44/ )

\ﬁ?{ iely
J




Yay 3, 1954.

M¥r. Semuel C. Paige,
45 Bromfield ot.,
Boston 8, Mass. -

Deariir. Paige: .

Yours of the ?9th received with the 10¢ 1849,
I am terribly busy st present so there will be sone de-
lay in returnin: the stamp to you as I would 1ike to
make sevarsl photogrephs to see if they would show posi-
tive evidence of cancel removal. I judge from your
.letter that there was no need for immediate return.

With kindest mgérﬂs -

Sincerely yours,



May 3, 1954.

iir, Elliott Perry, E
Pe 0. Box 355
Westfield, N.J.

Blliott:

Here 1s a 10¢ 1847. Will you please give me the
plate position. It seems to me that a copy such as this is
rether difffeult to plete. Am I correct? I rots & broak
‘in the bottom line ot left, but this is surely a damage and
not consistent.

Under a strong #less I mte very few specks of
the blue dye used in dying the paper. Hather than & blue
cest to this psper it is grayish. To what csuse do you at-
tribute this?

Bill me for the above and I w1l send check by

return mail. I enclose stamped addressed envelope for return.

" Yours ete.,

S



A, S $7Q . STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
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llay 6, 1954
otan;

Just a hasty note to acknowledge the
Registered letter which came by airmail
from you when I was in New York yesterday.
I nave to go for a heavy session today
but shall try to clean up all this week end.

We are. just finishing a job that was
started a year ago and beginning another
that will take John more than a year to
finish. Too many things:coming &ll in a

bunch.




ctang

I ran the 10c 1847 thru the plate yeséerday but it might have
been any one of about a dozen positions. Jshn checked it with
other photos today and located it as 22L. One photo has a similar
break in the bottom frame a liittle farther toward the left, and
perhaps a faint trace of the blur in the lower 1limb of the left
X. A similar blur occurs on several positions but hardly with
enough regularity to rate as a constant, l1.e., it may or may not
mean anything.

The stamp looked to me as tho it might have been cleaned and
I note that the effects show in the U-V photo which you sent and
for which I thank you.

I suspect that some of the paper was bluish and some was grayish
or quite definitely gray. Some unused 0.G. copies are on paper
which is gray and no visible tinge of blue. I secem to recall Dz.
Chase stating the dye was prussian blue which is an iron salt,
and not particularly permanent, but I think more so than synthetic
ultramarine.

tive, or are merely grdations from definitely bluish to gray with
no blue at all. The possibility of a developed color might be in-
vestigated altho I would not expect to find it in a printing ink.
Textiles were colored with vegetable indigo which became blue by
exposure to the air (oxidetion). The developemmmtf might be in-
creased or retarded by differing conditions, and thus a range from
gray to bluigh could be produced from the same batch of inlk.

Work needs to be d%%e to determine if the papers are distinc-
A

This may explain the considerable range in the 24c "steel blue"
group of 1861 - all of which stamps from gray to bluish, or very
bluish, could have come from one printing, or one batch of ink,
and gqiite probably did. But I incline to think the blue faded out
to or toward gray rather than "developed",from gray tto or toward
the bluest examples. Another possibility,that when printed the
color was between the gray and the most bluish, and that the blue
tinge faded out on some stamps and became stronger on others.

It seems unreasonable to assume that H.VW. etc. used only one
paper for stamps from 1845 té 1851. It is a fair guess that if
more than one batch was used no two lots would be exactly alke. liot
to mentpn variations that might occur in the same batch. 4lso
something in the gum arabic might have removed the bluish tint,
or strengthened it. Few have asked these questions and I am not
sure that anyone has attempted to answer them since Chase's book
was written. You ask a question in one sentence which I find
difficult to answer intelligently in several paragraphs, without
merely saying "I don't know."

There is a collateral point which may have some bearing. Inks



#2 Stan 5/1o-r%,

were commonly prepared from a formula and I suppose everyone who
has done much such work has discovered a peculiar fact. Even
_when exactly the same proportions are used in large and small
batches, the result is likely not to be identical. I[lobody seems
to know why.

In 1866 the 17 ore Cweden is purple (red violet). Three years
later another printing was made which turned out to be gray. You
find either one color or the other. There are no gradations such
as would occur if the purple or violet faded out to gray. In
the 1870s one printing of the 6 ore turned out violet and another
was graye. A similar result occurrred among early Tasmania 6 pence
stamps.

Who can say regarding the buff colored 5¢ U.S. of 1861 whether
the formula was at fault, or the correct amount of black was not
included either in the formula, or in the preparation of the ink
from the formula?® ''e can be certain of one fact - a brown stamp
was intended. I believe the next pringing came from a different
formula for the ink. :

Shall try tod write again tomorrow. VWhat ever you sent must be
here.

I have to help out a friend with an article Sor which there
is a dead‘line. About & dozen letters from him have piled up and
all must be checked for possible errors of fact or statements
that might be misread.

As ever;

John says you can send {2 but if more 1lOc will come from time to
time just leSﬁthms one ride and include it in the three for @5

rate.



May 12, 1954,

lir, Elliott Perry,
P.9. Box 333,
Westfield, N.J.

Elliott:

Yours of the 10th received with return of the 10¢ 1847. I enclose
check herewith for the plating. ' Tell John %o check my photo again. I don't
doubt he is.correct that the stamp is 22L but it dif fers in some respects from
my record of position 22L. No hurry and I only mention this as it is possible
John would like to be sure. In the meantime I am marking the stamp as 22L
without any question mark. Yes, I feel quite sure the stamp is a cleaned copy.

I have carefully noted your remarks re - the paper. Thanks. This
copy under the microscope seemed to have very few specks of the blue dye, so
many of which are noticeable in the regulsr bluish paper.

I note that you mention the 24¢g 1861 steel blue and others thet I
call changelings of color. I am quite aware that you differ with me on this
subgect but it is useless to srgue such subjects as we get nowhere. I wuld
merely like to c ite a certain example. Some years ago I borrowed from a well-
known Cleveland collsctor what I considered to be a very fine example of the 24¢
1861 Violet. It was such a fine color and a use on Sep 5 1861 that recently I
decided to'borrow it again and meke a color slide of it to record the remarkable

_color. When he sent it to me he was much surprised and so was I. It was no
longer & Violet but more of a gray. He don't know what happened to it and
neither do I. :

~

"What I sent you wes a rererkable color slide of the 10¢ 1847 Knapp
shift. I didn't send it because ¥t was that stamp but rather as an example of
the remazkable color photography, I have been doing lately. FPlease have a look
at the slide and return it to me. If you would like to see some other examples
I will be glad to loan some to you. I don't believe you would be put in jail
for merely having them on loan.

Yours etc.,



May 12, 1954,

Mr. Samuel C. Paige,
45 Bromfield Ave,,
Boston 8, Mass.

Dear Mr. Paige:

Herewith I am retuming the 10¢ 1847 es contained in yours of
April ?9th.

1 wanted to be quite certain before rendering an opinion on this
copy. I trust thot you will pardon the delay. This is one of & few copies
of the 10¢ 1847 that is difficult to plote but it appears to be 22L. I am
quite certain that the copy has led a camcelation removed as per the photo
prints thet I sent you last week.

Under the left "X" is a break in the bottom line. Thisc is not &
consistent plate variety but rather some sort of a "seuff” or thin spot.
Position 22L does not show any such a break.

The paper of this stamp differs in several respects from the
ordinary blue paper of the "Forty Sevens." The average copy under the mic-
roscope shows small perticles of the blue dye used in the meking of the paper.
While some such particles appear in this paper they are unususlly few.

My charge for the above examination is $4.00. ,

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,

~



May 14, 1954

My. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear My, Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed my check in

the amount of $4.00 covering your charge
for examindion of the 10c 1847. I

- was not too surprised to find there

- might be some evidence of cleaning,

as 1t seems that nearly all of the

147's which appear to be unused are
coples that have been tampered with.

At least 1 have found very few with-

out gum that would pass muster.

I appreciate your looking up the
stamp and send my very best regards
as always -
% Sincerely,
camuel C. Faige

Encl. (1) check
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This Photograph
Was Made By
ULTRA - VIOLEY
RAY
By Staniey 2. Ashbrook
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EZRA D. COLE

.Ranal%muyyzSunnps‘
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions - Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 5th, 1954

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 3} ]
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

From a friend of mine in France with whom I have
been corresponding about some fakes, I have the following
information which I will quote exactly. It 1s a little
difficult for me to understand - his #nglish is alright but
a little confusing. Do you suppose the P, F would be in-
terested or do you assume they don't want to know either.

"Another fakes, I recently examined two letters te
France, unpaid stampless by Liverpool with 1851l's stamps added
making the rate of & paid by direct way. (the common forgerie
Zareski made). But even under the very strong U,V lamp of the
Sciences University Laboratories nothing was disclosed, but
pen cancels cleaned. The part of the cancels on the stamps and
the part on the covers were of the same luminescence. I pursuid
the examination by chemical means and I found this new forgerie
system: the original markings are faded by an oil solvant pro-
bably near Teapol, who neutralizes the fat parts of the old inks,-
and after all overpainted with a new ink. With the old for=-
gers system of overpalnt without prealable neutralization of
the origina} ink, under a strong U.V lamp it was always a dif=-
ference between the different part of the markings. With the
new system, i1t is none. I think the best way to detect such
forgeries if the Wood!'s lamp gives nothing is to use the micro-
photography a direct 2l;/36 millimiters photo enlarged to 60/90
centimeters. The stroke of the paint brush is not similar to
the printing of a metal marking. Bven if painted by an "artist"
like Zareski."

Rather interestinge.
Sincerely

7

EDC:mkl Egr Cole



May 8, 1954.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ezra: _ )

Thanks for yours of the5th which was most interesting. May
I ask one question? Did you quote from a letter from Marcel Levy of Paris?®

l"'_\The wording sounds like his and I know Levy hes ways of knowing whet Zereski

is doing. I also was aware that the Paris ‘crooks have means whereby they

n remove & cencel without 2 trace in many cases. I have been informed

- ‘that the X-ray will show up such work and thet in many ceses a photomph

by a powerful lamp such as I have will show traces of the most scientific re-
moval. Only last week I made such a photograph of @ 10¢ 1847 and the negative
showed up traces that could not be detected in any other way. I never waste
time any more trying to see with my eyes any funny businese under the lamp.

T wish you would | | refar your letter t o your brother in Wammgton
and ask him what he thinks of it.

Thanks very much for bringing 11; to my attention. I intend to
pursue the subject further. .

I have often wondered how the crmoks could remove a cancelation
from a stemp such as the 5¢ 1861 tuff yet I know that they d.

L think a person who collects unused mint i9th U. 5, is just & plain
damn fool. It would be much cheaper to haw me of the Paris fixers by the
month or yesr. Ward collects unused V.S,

Regards,

Yours ete.,

| W
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

June 8th, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ps 0 Bax 34,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

I heard from my brother and he sums up Levy 's letter
as follows:

"About all the Frenchman says about the color of
stamps 1s that the red inks of stamps used in 1850 were
animal or vegetable colors and that these were hard for
Speratl or any one else to duplicate since they are no
longer available. Most of the colors today are Aniline
based. The brown colors are easier to fake because they
are or were usually mineral materials and have not changed
over the years. The statements about the lamp black seem
clear, In case some stamps are in question because of their
color, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Color Labora-
tory, Cambridge, Massachusetts, c¢c/o Professor Herdy, or better
still Professor S. Q. Duntley, could run a non damage test of
its color and compare it with the genuine article. This
machine 1s a little better than the eye in detecting color
since 1t does not put in subjective judgment. I would
imagine they would charge about $10.00 per shot, but it
pay be less."

Do you suppose it would pay us to pursue the subject further
and see what they could do up there with some stamps?

There 1s at least one stamp collector up there at M.I.T. One
of the professors whose name escapres me but who knows my brother
too, I have met at Kelleher's sales. I would be glad to write some
letters and see what they could tell me if you think 1t is worth
while. What I would like to try them on would not only be some
stamps, but some fake covers of some kind to see if they could
tell which were genuine and which were bad for we could get some
pretty good scientific help which we need on checking these fake
coverse.

-

Sincerely, -

EDC :mkl




Telephone Cape Town 69-4282

DOUGLAS ROTH

Dealer in Rare Stamps of the Nineteenth Century

Amer. Phil. g 8% L
B:?te.rPlfil.l Af::fc ~ A} FAIRWAYS
Collec Club, N.Y. & | ) ‘
Cllaciots i, .1 W g \ MONA CRESCENT
China Stamp Soc. : /‘V \ / NEWLANDS, Gps
Essay Proof Soc. H % '
Postal History Soc. i v £ S { SOUTH AFRICA
”;;;7 jffké @
£ ¥ 5o 11th March 1954.
o 4
A
{/\(‘ ;‘f'\wf
NJ

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I should be extremely grateful if you would
be so kind as to have a look at the enclosed and mark on the hinge the type
number. I do not see enough of these stamps to be familiar with them and your
help in this matter would be greatly appreciated. I enclose return postage.
With many thnks in advance,

e ]

yours sincerely,

oth% |



March 23, 1954.

Mr. Douglas Roth,
Fairways
Mona Crascent
Newlands C.P,.
South Africa.

Dear Mr, Roth:

Herewith the items as per yours of the llth.
I have typed each one for you. 1 charge a fee for such
service, from 25¢ each for common types to $2.00 each for
the expensive. If I provided s free service 1 wuld be
swamped and it would be out of all reason. If you wish
to reimbugse me you can send me the two items I have
matked with red crosses on the card.

Sinecrely yours,

=



Telephone Cape Town 69-4282

DOUGLAS ROTH

Dealer in Rare Stamps Qf the Nineteenth Century

Amer. Phil. Soc. FAIRWAYS
Brit. Phil. Assoc.
gouechrs CIEbI, N.Y. MONA CRESCENT
a wn Phil. Soc.
China Stamp Soc: NEWLANDS, C.P.
SOUTH AFRICA

Essay Proof Soc.
Postal History Soc.

30th March 1954.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,
Thank you for your letter of the 23rd and for

taking the trouble to plate the lc. stamps. This is greatly appreciated and

I am only too happy to send you herewith the two items which you requested.

Yours sincerely,

" e e



Dear Mr, Roth:

Mr, Douglas Roth,
Fairways

Mone Crescent

Newlands, South Africa.

May 8, 1954.

I am in receipt of yours of the BOth of March

et any time I trust you will advi ze me.

(31-28)

Sinéeraly vydur 8,

enclosing the single end the pair of the U, 3. 1¢ 1857 for which

kipdly accept my sincers thanks. If I can be of further assistence

- awn
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Please address all replies to 19 nosendale woad, west vulwich, LONDON
S.E.21.
BARNATO JOEL LABORATORIES,
THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL,
W.1

1st siay 1954.

Dear ur. ashbrook,
1 do hope that you do not thin® i am neglecting you
by not having you in mind,but I can assure you that this is not so.

You may think that not having sent you any further articles
thatl could be accused of the negleet referred to above.

I have not been able to publish as much as i should like and
have only been able to deal with current topies such as those which-
you should receive shortly sent under separate cover.

iy Serials on“Electron Philately”and*ultra-violet rPhilately’
were begun two years ago and due to many domestic matters concerning
my old siother ,who is 94 this year;I have not been able to complete
what 1 set out to do.

you will have seen the articles in the "“Weekly rhilatelic wossip”
which have been held up for awhile and . so I do not send you the ones
puviished.

the great pleasing feature of the W.P.G. is the good quality of
paper which has brought out my results splendidly and fur better &&
theér original journal "Stamp wmagazine.”

1 do not know whether you heard about the naﬁ‘rone blocks sent
fr ere to the We.P.G.;they were completely lost in transit and 1 had
tdﬁﬁarri Weiss a complete set of photographs for the iliusuvration of
Lng artieles.

after 18 mol&é,notning has been heard about these blocks aund so
they have peen give gpa complete loss.

48 you will see when you read the rrogress of s-rays in 1952 in
“Stamp vollecting" for vune last year;thav the problem of watermarks
and reproduction by means of xX-rays,is now definitely established.

wost of 1958 was taken up in the search for the method of
reproduction of desi_uns priunted with cvarbon inks and contrary to theor)
has shown a certain measure of success in which ureen coal-tar colours
and mauve have both responded to the x-rays applied.

ihese results are really & triumph and equal to the original
discovery of the first application of x-rays to stump designs;for the
paradox is that where the postmarks on the stamps are completely remove
yet the design of the, same constitution as the postmar% is retained.

7his new reseach is still continuing and will no doubt eventua-
11y cover the whole ranges of colours of a coal-tar nature.

Progress of x-rays for 1953 will oe published in the near fubure
where i1 mention this new great forward step in the application of X-
rays to philately.

50,this new research and the other matters mentioned account to \
a certaln extent of the slowing down of my contributions to the N
various philatelic journals.

you will pe interested to hear that 1 am in constant touch with
rollack and pridgman,though more witn pridgman,and he told me that
you .seen or been writing to,him.

i am mentioning some of their resualts in my iear's progress
for the reason that they are realiy helping me in their swudy of vhe

minor p?oblems which gives me time to zet on

With the major proolems
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Some of their results,which 1 had not done,are really very good and
I welcome their contributions to the research.

Again my facilties here are rather limited and i eould not in an
any way,hope to compete with Bridgman of the sastman xodax Go. of Aew
iorr.where he has all the best modern eqipment at nis aisposal.

After all.1 am only an amateur photographer and my apparatus and re-
spsources are very limited;pbridgman has already said that that he wished
I could avail myself of his facilties.

1 am full of ideas about the research,but with limited time it is
not easy to %eep up with each new development;further I shall soon be
70 yegrs of age which means as the years ereep on,T may laver have to’
givefhe research. A

;hough 1 enjoy good health and ecome of a long Llived family,one has -
to econsider the possibilty of not being able to continue.

what annoys me greatly,is the disgraceful attitude of the powers
that be,in gt. pritain¢they still wish to ignore my research though the
rank and rile here are wildly enthusiastic .about it.

rollaek and pridgman are scooping in award after award whilst the
originator of the research does get even recognition in his own country

The hditor of the uondon rhilatelist has been most intolerant
and after offer and offer to write for the journal,he has putv every
obstacle in my way,which no one would accept.

srom vime to time,T have received many results of tne wXpert vomm-
itvee rrom itne idiviauals concerned and each teesmr. had tO everse&tne
Oopinions expressed by such committees.

L have nouvified the non. ~ecrevary of the work dome by rollack
and pridgman and tnelr recogunition or my research,but no reply came
nor even & mention in the uondon rhilatelist.

une cannot fight against suen a studied indifference and I have
had mor€ recognition Irom your country than here in ut. Britain.

L have put in a lot of momey into my research and 1 get pract-
ically nothing out of it,put i shall convinue as loang as 1 can,in spite
of the indaifference shown by the powers thatu be in this country.

the expervs here rely on absurd methods absolutely out of date \
eand there is already an outcry against such ceclosea shop methods and
questions such as when the members of these committees here pass on,as
to who will continue the rindings.

the gperati purchase recently is another ridicuious piece of
nonsense,for no one could faillto see even at a glance that the inks
used by Sperati give him away,and any doubt about these productions 3
could esaily be detected by means of the x-ray technique?though their
value ig obvious wuth the naked eye.

Anyway you have my oninion and the state of .ffairs here as

oncerned with my research which 1 think you ought to know.
I trust you are well and will continue so,with my kindest

regards
yours very sincerely,

(W.F.S .Cheavin. )
Stanley G. Ashbrook ksq,
P.0.Box 31.
33 gorth #ort Thomas AVenue,

FORT THOMAS,Kentucky

% U.-S. A,
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May 8, 1954,

Mr, W, H, S. Cheavin,
19 Hpsendale Road,
West Dulwich =
London S,E, 21, England,

Dear lLir., Cheavin:

Your very interesting letter of the lst received and I wish to
thenk you very kindly for seme: <4 assure you that I have read it snd re-
read it with 'much interest. ;

Iam nosative that your erticles in GOSSIP have attracted a
groat deal of attention in this country and if you do not receive numerous
letters commending you, please do not believe that they are not read and
appreciated. Tn this day and zge people don't seem to have the time to
sit down end write letters of appreciation to authors of articles that they
read. This terdeirhdjynis my experience. I have published articles that I

" gpent quite a bit of time in the preparation and after publication I never

received a single letter in acknowledgment.

I note your comments on the editor of the Londnn Philatelist.
They certainly are a queer bunch who run the Royal Soeicty. In my opinion,
they are more or less ridiculous. I could go into this et some length but
1 suppose it would not be appropriate for me to do so.

I was much impressed with your remarks regarding the Spersti
counterfeits and I agree with you most heartily. I helisve that you are
doing a grand piece of work and I trust that you will not be discouraged in

any way , shape or form.

I have had some interesting correspanience with Mr, ﬂrldgman in
recent weeks.

With my kindest regards -

Cordl ally yours,



May 8, 1954.

Mr. Philip H,¥erd, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa,

Dear Phil:

. Yours of the 30th received regarding the srticle in "LIFE". I think
your suggestions are excellent and I will be pleased to follow same. It is too |
bad thet there is any darn fool lew that prohibits the i1llustretion of canceled
postage stamps of this country im color. Of course, I realize fully that the

purpose of the law is to make the convietions of counterfeiters easier, but it
certainly works a hardship on philetely. <fersonally I do not believe that a

test case in court could result in a comviction. 4 canceled postage stamp is no
longer an obligation of the United States Governmaht . It certainly is not in the

seme category 28 a piece of United Statee currency. Take for example any of the
stamps of the 1847 issue or of the issues of the 1851-1857. All of these stamps

were demonetized. In 1861 and from that time they heve not been an obligation in

any way of the United States Government. The Post Office Depértment repudiated tlem
end now ve heve a law thst in effect givem the impression that it is illegel %o
- produce photographs or illustrations of such stemps in color. It ell seems, absolutely
absurd to me and I was hoping that "LIFE" would ot least illustrate such stemps and
meke a test case. Liore absurd is the section forbidding the illustration in coler

of the foreign stanps of any nstion. vhy don't you write the attorney General of the
United States and tell him thst you have a large block of the 5¢ 1847 that you desire
to have illustrated in color - Lemind bim that tlis c£tamp was demonetized at the out-
break of the Civil War and is no longer & Government obligation in any sense of the -
word. Inquire if-it is his opinion that it would be a wviolation of the law if you
would illustrate it in cdlor in a scientific book on philately that you intend to
publish. Of course, I am thoroughly conversant with the illust retion problem that
confronted American philately way back to the period of the First World VWar, in fact,
after Chase returned fxom France I was the one who pe rsuaded him to run for president
of the #.,P.S, with the purpose that he would sppoint Adolph Fennel as HEditor of the
A,P. 80 thet we might have a worth while magazine and one with illustrations of U,S,
stamps. As you know, Chase was elected president - Fennel was appointed Editor and I
was made Chairman of the Lookout Committee, the Committee which was to handle the work
of getting a bill thru Congress permitting the illustration of United States stamps.
1 put Judge imerson on.the Committee to handle the legal end and Senator Ackermsn to
handle the bill in Weshington. DPerhaps you haw forgotten all of this but there is no
question, as the records will show, thet my Committee laid the groundwork which evenutally
resulted in the modification of the law. You will als reeall that the great stumbling-
block all thru the years that followed the original work was Moramn of the Secret Servi ce,
That old devil for years vetoed every effort that we made. Eventually I gave up in dis-
gust. Every bill that we brought up was referred to him and he consistently slapped it
down. His excuse being thet as conditions existed it was hard enough to obtain convictione
of criminals who violated any sections of the counterfeit law and that any modification
would make it harder and might provide loop-holes whereby guilty ones could escape.
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#2 = br. Philip H. %erd, Jr., - May 8, 1954.

I suppose you noticed my reference to color slides in my current
Service Issue. I wuld like very much to have your opinion of my remarks.
For your own information, the Eastman Company at Rcchester held up the possessing
of some of my slides for almggt thirty days. I was furious and sent urgent letters
and telegrame at which they pa no attention at first. Eventually all of my slides
ceme thru okay. ¥hile I have no confimation, I have a suspicion that they sent
my slides down to Washington and requested a rulingc. I mention this because several
people have written me and inguired if 1 knew it was a wviolation of the law to make
color slides of 19th Century stamps. . .

I did notice your remerks in your column regarding the Bwitish book on
the Spe#ati counterfeits. 4 dislike the whole Eritish Philately fraternity so very
much thst eny expression from me on anything that they do over there would be highly
prejudice. I think the whole damn Nation is so jealous of us that they hate us
worse than poison. They beg and take our money and want our boys to shred their
blood to protect them but an Americam girl is too damh common to merry orne of their
moth-eaten kings. They are so jealous of us because we displaced them as the leading
and wealthiest nation on the globe that $hdhink they would rather be under the hesl
of Rustba shan play second fiddle to Americans. They may get that wish someday,

I noted your remarks regarding the $0¢ 1867 cover. + really doubt thst
Hollowbush is t hes owner though he may be. When I visited him several years ago 1
saw a great many fine covers but I heve no recollection of seeing a 90¢ 1867. - L do
hope that you keep this in mind and let me kmow if he owns one. I am trying to find
out from Perry what become of the cover that he edvertised for sale in his "Pata"
in the spring of 1936. I am also trying to obtsin a description of it and an ex-
preszion on his part a2s to whether he considered it genuine beyond any cuestion of a
doubt. A 90¢ stamp used on a cover as late as 1867 or 1868 would be an item that I
would regerd with suspicion until I had an opportunity to make a most thorough ex-

aminetion.

Kegarding the Confederate plate, my suggestion is to keep this absolutely
confidential for the presenf,thaet is, until you decide upon the best method %o pursuse.
I believe I could advise with you much better if I could see an impression of one of
the panes. I think that the most important step would be to first establish the
authenticity of the plate. Vhen this is done it might be well to run off a hundred
sheets or a limited number of additional, and offer them first to the members of the
Confederate Society, with the promise that if the members teake all that are offered
thet no additional sheets will be offered to the public. I remember thet years sgo
the Scott Company had a gquantity of counterfeit panes of 100 of this stamp. I know I
had quite a few. Off hand I don't recall the origin but perhaps there is zn explanstion
in the Dietz book. I also remember that George Linn had some pieces of a plate from

‘which he made prints. I think it is highly important that before you pepseed with any

plan that it would be wise to establish whether or not any of the issued stamp were
ever printed from this plate. I will naturally be interested in further development.

I sincerely apologize for the great laagth of this letter.
With best wishes -

Sincerely yaurs,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

April 30, 1954
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Our stamp article in "Life" has at last
appeared and I imagine you have seen a copy of the
May 3rd edition. I am simply addressing this letter
to you, suggesting that you write them, congratulating
them on the story and suggesting more. This is won-
derful propaganda for our hobby and I would like to
see them given every encouragement to continue the
good work.

Personally, I am also writing "The
Saturday Evening Post", calling their attention
to the article and suggesting a similar article
in their magazine. The national magazines devote
space and time to photography, gardening and about
two or three other hobbies but they seem to ignore
stamps entirely.

h, The Pan American inverted center blocks
on the last page are from my collection but they

give none of us credit for these U. S. pieces. I am
sorry they did not illustrate my magnificent block of
six of the 10¢ 1847 which I loaned them and which

they photographed. They pusheQ\the U. S. issues aside
due to the fact that they could not reproduce them in
color. 3

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

N PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

May 5, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N« Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of the 1lst which helps me out great-
ly. Personally, I had not noticed the extra recut at the top, which threw me
off. I just picked this up at auction, where it was incorrectly described.

Regarding the Confederate plate, since writing you I have in-
spected it and find that it is quite a large affair consisting of four complete
panes of 100 each for printing the 5¢ blue, Scott's #6 and #7. We know from
past writings that during the war a shipment of these 5¢ stamps consigned to
the Confederate Government by DelLaRue were captured on the high seas and brought
into Philadelphia, where the cargo was sold as a prize. We knew of the stamps
but I had never heard of a plate being captured at the same time. I am just
guessing that this is from the same lot for otherwise, why would the plate have
been found here, where it has been put away for probably sixty or more years?

1 was told that it had about an eighth of an inch dust on it when found and

this was really fortunate for it prevented moisture affecting the plate, It
seems to be in excellent condition and I had a printer inspect it yesterday to
see what could be done in running off some impressions. The plate is so large
that every printer could not do the work. I am turning to the best one in Phila-
delphia and I should know within the next several days as to the possibilities.,
There are substantial spaces between the four panes, which makes the plate much
larger than necessary. I imagine Del.aRue used this in producing some of Scott's
#6, although the entire printing from this plate might have been the captured
stamps so that impressions never were postally used by the Confederacy. I wish
you were up here so we could go over the plate and see what could be done. I
will accept your suggestion and not have the printer turn out any blue ones, even
approaching the original shade of the stamps. Do you think we should allow the
plate to lay idle without making any impressions? The thought just occurred that
we could sell probably 100 or more and let us say, at $5 a pane or $§15 a sheet
for the benefit of the educational institution that now owns it. In this way we
could possibly raise §1,50C in behalf of a good cause.

Regarding the British bock on Sperati, I suppose you noticed
my remarks in my column. I think it is a shame that for the money they soak -us
for most things, they are going to try and keep us from getting the books we could
really use. I have had two or three people inform me that they would be glad to
order their copies in my behalf but I have been wondering if they are going to
confiscate thenm.

I am glad to see that the Department has been so liberal in
permitting "Life" to illustrate in colors. I did hear from a reliable source



- that they had trouble with the front cover but evidently finally received
official approval. I am going to make inquiries and see who their contact
happened to be in either the Treasury or Justice Departments. I think I will
then go down and have a personal interview and take my personal collection.

I am going to ask if I issued a book on our early U. S. whether they might
permit me to illustrate my numerous blocks in color. I know this would add
considerable to the cost but think how attractive a publication would be with
most of our early blocks in their proper colors.

"Life" had many more illustrations of U. S. stamps but be-
cause they were not allowed to print them in color, they only gave one page in
bleck and white. The three 1901 blocks with inverted centers are from'my col-
lection. Only two blocks are known of the 2¢. I had the other block alsoc at
one time and scld it on three different occasions to Wood, Gibson and Sinkler.
It finally went to Souren and I am not aware as to its present location.

Regarding the 90¢ 1867 cover, I would like to bet money
that Sloane sold it to Hollowbush and that Hollowbush loaned it to Perry to write
ups I will ask Frank, if I don't forget it, when I see him next week. If he
bought it, of course, he still has it for I do not recall his ever having
traded or sold anything after he once acquired it.

; I learn that the "Life" people will probably do another
story if there is sufficient reader response, so please write a letter and have
as many friends, both philatelic and otherwise, alsc send letters.

One in New York proposes a follow-up article which would
be devoted to U. S. stamps, especially the Commemoratives, and bring out the

historical angle as a background.
\Sincer:; ours,.
\
A% AA // :

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
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Jark £. Moleswnrth
Dl’\ilatelic Dea’e’r’ anal ‘Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 7, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrock

P. 0. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Thanks for your note of the 30th. I was guite interested in
your comment about Stan, Jr. going through the Panama Canal on
route to the Far East as I once had a similar experience myself
though did not have the pleasure of seeing a bull fight. I am
wondering if the Mediterranean cruise has been cancelled, or
whether the ship will ultimately end up there?

Enclosed is an item from the Harris sale which I noticed
contained a photo by you though nc signature on the reverse, If
you feel it is genuine I would appreciate your signature on
the reverse verifying this fact. If not, your comments as to
the reason will be greatly appreciated. Advise your fee and I

shall remit promptly as usual.

With best wishes,

—

‘ E. Molesworth
J BV /mm



May 11, 1954,

My, Jack E, liolesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the Hawaii cover. admiral Harris sent this
to Henry lleyer, who, as you know, wrote the Heweii book with
notes and meterial supplied by the Admiral. I supnrose Henry sent
the cover to me and I mede a photo, thinking they intended to

illustrate it in the book

The chances are the cover is genuine tut I cannot
sign it as such in the s bsence of some definite proof. The use
looks like November 1861 and San Francisco would have recognized
the 12¢ steamp at  that time as the old stamps were good out there
until Jan. lst, 1862. However, a use as late as Nov. 28, 1861 of a
12¢ '51 is very Mlate tut of course possible, esnecially a use from
Hewaii. One'more point, the rate was not 10¢ from S.'. to Oregon
but 5¢, hence if rated properly this rate should have been = 5¢
Hawaii Internal - 2¢ Ship Fee - 3¢ U.S5. I do not state tiet the
following did happen bui could have - a substitution of this 1l2¢ for
some other stamp, for example, a 3¢ 1857, with the ?¢ ship fee paid
in cash. It seems to me that the ink on the 12¢ is differant than
that on the 5¢ Hawaiie.

No fee for the above.

Re - Stan's trip. Originslly it was planned as E world
cruise returning via Suez and the Mediterranean to lNorfolk, but it
‘seems that the plans were chenged. His Ship 1s part of a squadron
conducting a Carrier to Indo-China waters, so he ray be over there
indefinitely instead of any training cruise.

Regards.

Yours etc.,



: . . Hay 11, 1954.

My, Jack I, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street
Boston 16 Mass.

Dear Jack:

Since writing the enclosed letter I dug out the
correspondence that I had with Henry Meyer and Admirsl Herris
back in 1949 regarding this cover. I} seems thatthis cover
was sent to Henry by Mort Sampson with the staterment that he
had offered it to a client @ 535,00 end the latter had re- =
turned it stating it was a fske. ©Sampson recuested Henry to
have a lodk and then send it to me. Instead Henry sent it to
Admirel Harris with the opinion it was a fake and he gave a
number of ressons why he thought so. Harris returned the cover
to Henry stating he was convinced it was genuine and thet he
~would be glad to purchase the cover @ $35.00. He sent me a
copy of his letter. Henry then sent the cover to me and I made
& photograph. In a letter to the Admiral I concurred in his
opinion and egreed that the cover was probebly genuine.

I believe if & buyer had all of the above correspondence
he would not hesitate to buy the cover but of course it was all
personal and I could not give out copies.

Regords.

Yours sincerely,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Saturday, May 8, 195L.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

This past Monday H.R.Harmer had a sale of more or less junk.
I looked the sale oWer when I was up there and left about six bids with
Ezra. I today received two lots from the sale. Since one illustrates
so markedly a point we discussed the other day I am sending them to you
to see, not nice enough to have expertized.

Lot 6 @ $27.00 iis supposed to be strip of three 1¢ 1851s. The
first one is supposed to be type IITA. I did not notice how big a wrinkle
was thru the middle stamp for that is what it is. But it also looks like
a IITA. But my point that it is marked as if plated by you for it is
"Signed" on the back "ASHBROOK" purportedly as by you. I feel sure this
is not your printing and that you may never have even seen this cover.

Am T not right.

As long as I am sending one I wanted you to see what a nice Lot
#7 was: @ $34.00. The 5¢ 1856 if you hold to the light has a nice wide
margin at the left and also at the bottom and right. The type IVs are
fairly nice. And it os an interesting rate to Bermuda. I could not fig-
ure out why the NOT PAID.

Am going to Shreveport and be back here Wednesday.

Sincerely,

=4



May 11, 1954,

Mr, Fmmerson C. Krug, .
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birming ham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Herswith the two covers that you obtained in the H., R, Harmer
sale of lisy 3rd.

Re - Lot 6, This is a strip from Plate One Zorly and I judge
the use was "FEB 23" 1852, I note the description in the catalogue is
hardly fair. The stamp to left is a IIIA and the pair is e Type II, but a
bad crease thru the center stemp which practically severs the strip cen hardly
be termed "FAULTS AND CUT INTO but attractive strip." I don't know why my
name is. on the back as I did not put it there. I heve no recollection of ever
seeing this cover, but- I suppose an owner might have submitted it to me =2t some
period in the pest with & query as to the #%ype.

\ Re - Lot 7. This is a nice combinstion of 10¢. Both l¢ - I¥ =
are nice double transfers - excellent examples of the variety. I mote the date =
"19 DEC," in all probability 1856, All the rete tables I have give a 10¢ rate to
Bermuda so I can only guess why this is marked "NOT PAID." The rate to British
possessions in the Vest Indies was 10¢ per 1/2 oz. To the ¥est Indies - other than
British - it was 34¢. I heve no record in my files of & cover to Bermuda., I
mote that there is & pen "4." I judge this.was 4 pence postage due.

I have made a photozraph of the cover end I will see if I can later
find the reason why this marking is on the cover. Perhaps its meaning is, "NOT
PAID TO DESTINATION," that is, the postage paid to the frontier of Bemmida but not

- to_include the local postage.
y ‘Regar dse.

Yours etc.,



E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR.

(RY)IA % OF CARSON CITY

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN

Tonia, Michigan.
May 8, 195k.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for your last letter. Rene got home last night and will be here
over Sunday for "Mother's Day" and then going back fishing for another
week or two. Joan got notice that she has been admitted to graduate
school at Colorado School of Mines, Golden Colorado, and will mr obably
be out there next Fall. The letter from the Dean of the Graduate School
was most interesting - two pages long. He stressed the fact that she
would be the "first" woman ever to be admitted to the Graduate School
and this would bring about some serious problems which he hoped however
might be overcome.

Stan - am enclosing my three (3) mst valuable covers to be photographed
in color on the slides, about which you now know I am most entusiastic.
It might even be desirable (if it can be done) to have enlargements on
prints made in color too - I'll leave this to you. You are familiar with
all these covers, of course, but I imagine you will still 1like to look
them over.

(2) The former Richey cover with the strio 7-8-9 R1E is already endorsed
on back by you in pencil and sugeest leaving it just as is - don't use
the rubber stamp erdorsement on any of these three covers, please.

(b) The Steve Brown cover with the imperf Type 1-A should have your
endorsement on the back in pencil -~ not rubber stamped.

(¢) The former Brooks perforated Type 1-A position 100-L-L is already
endorsed by you on back but you might want to add to this, but again,
please do not use the rubter stamp.

Please return after photosraphing and will send you some more covers
from the one cent 1851-57 collection as well as some off cover material
for photographing.

Rene joins me in best regards to Mildred and yourself, and send our best
wishes to Stan Jr when you write him.

JOF /k . G. Fleckenstein.

Enc:REG:

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR | 1 -
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE, OS TH’;MFERDICAET%FA%CRE;L
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER



G _ ! May 12, 1954,

lr. J. G, Fleckenstein,
419 Union Street,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jsck:
Herevith the three covers as per yours of -the 8th, viz:

(A) The fommer Richey cover with the 7JR1E - 8R1lE - 9R1E. I made
no change in the endorsement on the back.

: (B) The Steve Brown cover - Type IA. I think this cover speaks
tself and I don't want to put you t~ the expense of signing it on the back,

(C) The 1¢ 1857 - Type IA cover, I also think this speaks for itself
and I dowt if enything that I could add would make it eny more ve luable. This
cover is certainly a cenm.

Pl , Jack, I have laid down & strict rule on signing covers on the back,
wmt think I should make any exceptions. I have told such intimste

ds as Krug and many others that I intended to clerge everybody - no excep-
tions. I hate to enforce this in the strictest sense of the word but I think it
is only fair that I do so. Also I will not use my rubber stamp on any covers
unless instructed to do so. I think it is up to the owner to decide what &k wents
and that is what I wish to abide by. 4 don't think anyone would question the 151
1¢ Type IA cover - Ex-Brown but if you want me to sign it on the beck I will be
glad to do so and I will charge you a fee in accordance with its value.

Up to this writing I have not had any prints mesde in color from any
of the philatelic slides I have mede. I don't intend to do so as i don't wish to
invite any trouble from Washington. A slide is a transparency and I am sure it
would not be considered any violation of the lsw. On the other hand, 2 print maie
from e slide might invite trouble though as I stated in a former letter, I doubt
if any U. S. official would care towwaste time on such & silly expeditién.

Too bad Rene is having such lousy weather cn her fishing trips, but
maybe some real sporing weather is on the way.

Our congratulations to Josn on being accepted et the Colorado School of
Mines. I mote that the Dean stated her sdmittance would pose.some problems end I
can imagine such to be the case.

~ Stan Jr. called us Sunday night from San Diego to bid us good-bye as
his ship was leaving the next morning for Pearl Harbor. I guess is will be many
months before ve hear his voice egain.

I mentioned in my last letter thad the Fleckensteins sent him their re-
gerds and wished him well.

With every good wish = N
Cordially yours,

-
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; | May 13, 1954,
>
' »°  Mr. Fred W. Allen,
Box 539,

New Rochelle, N.Y.

Dear Fred: -
I am in receipt of yours of the llth.

i I would indeed like very much to comply with your request, but if

‘ I did so, I would not be adhering to the truth. ¥hile this is quite a nice
variety, I am sure it is not unique or extraordinary. Further, I em not ac-
quainted with your friend ir, L, and have never hsd any correspondence with

‘ him. I fear that he would consider it most presumptious on my pert, a strenger

! ' to him, to send him an opinion which he did not request of me. And further,

1 do not like letters of mine mounted in collections, and whenever I have such

things brought to my sttention I make a strenuous objection.

Because I have been imposed upon in the use of my neme to enhance
the value of items, I recently lesid down a strict rule that I would chorge a
i ‘fee in ell cases where an oplnion was requested or where my signreture was de-
sired on the beck of a cover. You ere fully aware of the high regard that I
have for you and I am more than glad to cheerfully comply with any res sonable
request that you would make.

Several Hastern dealers have asked my opinions and have used same
to sell their merchandise to mueh profit to themselves and only a "thank you" to
me. - One dealer who has always been charged a fee, recently inquired as to why I
consistently charged him with a fee and apparently charged none to Mr. "X" and
Mr. "Z.," In order that no such criticism would be leveled in the future, I laid
~down a strict rule of "a fee to all," no exception.

One of the finest collections of the 3¢ Green that has ever been as=-
sembled was formed by the late Harold W. Stexk of Detroit. It is housed in meny,
many volumes and contains all sorts of variet ies such as double transfers, errors,
of printing, etc., cte. If you could go thru the pages of that collection you
would realize fully vhy I would be put ting on paper, an untruth, such as you
have suggested. : -

Fred, in my position, I am compelled to be extrémely careful in ex-
pressing opinions on items submitted to me. It is equally as bad to condemn a
genuine item as it is to authenticate a fake and I dread the possibility of one
as much as the other. The fees that I derive from examinetions by no means
justify the time end expense of the research work recuired.

| " I think this stamp speaks for itself end I believe that & nice little
letter from you would be more welcome to your friend than any statement from me,
no matter how exaggerated such a statement might be.

P




Ly

i I do trust that by this lengthy explanation you will appreciate my
. pcsition and beer in mind thet I will always welcome the opportunity to do you
,m favor thet I can. ‘ '

One word rwarding the variety. I bciiove the explanetion is-quite
mple. The right side of the design failed to print, and the reason was doubt-
88 because there was no ink to meke the impression. This is not a plate
ty but one of impression, viz., lack of ink to yield a full print of the
My kindest rogsrds -~

- *  Cordially yours,

7
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May 22, 1954.

Mr. Fred W. Allen,

Box 539,
New Rochelle, N.Y.

Dear Fred:
Thanks for your good letter of the 17th.

If I run across anything that I think might be of interest to
your client I will be pleased to send it to you. Bear in mind I confine myself
solely to U. S. 19th up to 1870. I do not do & great deal in the Bank Note
issues and prectically nothing in the 1867 grills. I suppose your friend
does not confine himself to 19th U. S. I am wondering if he has copies of my
books, such as the two-volume l¢ 1851-57, etc., ete.?

Re = the Harold Stark collection. I am sorry I might have given
you the impression # hed anything to do with its sale. The widow has never con-
sulted with me and from reliable sources I have been informed that she has no
intention of parting with eny of her late husband's collection. He was quite
wealthy end I am sure he left her well provided for. She took quite a bit of
interest in his philatelic activities and I imagine she would hate to part with
things that he loved so much.

I hesitate to give you advice on the 5¢ green because - personally
such a variety hss so very little appeal to me. If I were in your place I
would much prefer t o make the sale without any profit than to run the risk of
having someone tell a friend of mine that 1 had charged him too much.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,
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Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
:OU.BOX 51

32 N, Ft, Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan :

The Collectors Club has recently acquired
some papers formerly belonging to John Klemann,
end emong- them is this article on Plating #.12
1851-57,

I note that it is marked theonly copy,and
it is by McGuffin.

Would you be good enough to look this over
and advise whether in your opinion it should be
published in the Collectors Club rhilatelist and
who wrote it ?

I met Les Bookman the other day and told him
that you thought my article on early perforations
was outstending, and he said that a compliment from
you is better than a medal, a sentiment with which
I agree,

I hope that you are well, and in the meantime
all best wishes.

Sincerely,

/ W
WSB/d /
encl,
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Mey 14, 1954,

Mr., W. 5. Boggs,
% The Collectors Club,
22 East 35th St.,
New York 16, N,Y.

Dear Win:

Herewith the article on the plating of the 12¢ 1851 Flate No. 1.
Paul MacGuf fin did not write this erticle but rather, it was written by the
late Lt, Col. J., K. Tracy. The only platdng of the l?d that was ever done
by "Paul® was by the notes theot he obteined vhen he purchased the entire 12¢
'51=-159 collection after Tracy's death. Psul wes a great admirer of Tracy
and was most anxious to have an erticle published on the plating in memory of
Trecy. It is a lonmg story but in brief, Paul rinde several trips to Cinecinnati
in 1934, 1935 and 1936 to see Fennel and me in regard to publishing this Trecy
erticle in the A.P. of which Fernel was the editor. Ve were in perfect agree-
ment that the erticle would be useless unless accompanied by illustrations of
each position. I agreed to make drawings of each of the 200 positions which I
did end which I still have. They were made from the Tracy collection, then the
property of MacGuffin. We dropped the plen because I was convinced that my
drawings were inadequate for accurate plating and that half-tone illustrations
of actual stamps would s2lso be insdequate. Ye investigated the process of
photogravure but found the expense would be too great.

You will recell that I wrote & book on the plating of the stamp back
in 1925 that was based on the Tracy plating. It was published by Hugh Clark
of the Scott Co.

This Trecy article would be fine for publication if one had actual
photographs of each of the 200 positions for comperison. & am cuite positive
that zinc etchings or half-tone cuts would be useless in an attempt to enable a
person to pleste the 12¢ Plate One Stamps.

You will mote that in this erticle Tracy refers to "Scott's Notes on
the 12¢ 1851-1857," end also no rention is made as to who accomplished the
original plating. Had MacGuffin written this srticle I am sure hw would have
given credit to Tracy.

I spent a lot of time and hard work, alsc expense, in checking Trecy's
work. He wss very csreless and in his origins 1l work I found and corrected a lot
of errors. In the middle thirties when we were nlanning an article, I checked

~ each and every article and in doing so I used a large lot of photographs I had
made in the decade prior. I alsc had the originel Tracy collection for mnths.
Thus the fimel checking gave me an accurate record. Inasmuch es this article was
written in the lste nineteen twenties and before my f£imel check-up of Tracy's
plating in the middle thirties, I have good remson to believe that it is not 100%




#2. Mr. %, S, Boggs - May 14, 1954,

correct. I believe the above will answer the queries in your letter.

Thanks for the kind words regarding your recent conversstion with
Les Brookman. :

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,




POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN

Walter Gisiger Co.

ESTABLISHED 193l

10 Wesit #2nat Sseets New Yok 36N

Phone: CHickering 4-0650

May 13, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

We are sending you enclosed the following three used
U.S. stamps:-

A - #6a, 1¢ Blue, 6R 1 Early

B - #38, 1¢ Blue, Type III, Plate IV

C - #16,10¢ Green, Type IV, 74 LI
The undersigned figured out the above numbers together
with your friend, Mr. Donald Malcolm, and the above
specifications are, of course, only correct if you find
them to be so upon inspection of the stamps.

We would like to get certificates from you for these
three stamps and, possibly, also a photo of the two 1¢
stamps.

Please send us your bill when returning the stamps.
With best wishes, we remain,

Sincerely yours,

WALTER GISIGER CO.

A

; (
\

Encl.
Registered
WG/ar

MEMBER: AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSN. INC.
LIFE MEMBER: AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
LIFE MEMBER: SOCIETY OF PHILATELIC AMERICANS
LIFE MEMBER: AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY



Mey 16, 1954.

. lut A2gd Bs,., -
llor York 36, N.Y.

-

Yours of the 13th. Herewith the three stafips
urn meil., You will note thst I heve signed each one
 back andlatar!wul forward you & photograph of

o 1¢ end cortificates, 4 this s.tnraay amd a short




WALTER GISIGER CO. Ujfjmmmm

110 WEST 42nd STREET * NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

5 AR AL

. AIR MATL - REGISTERED

" Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

" REGISERED
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The Walter Gisiger Co., 110
W. 42nd St., New York 36, N.
Y., will hold their 9th large Mail
Sale on June 7, 1954, consisting
of over 1700 lots. Almost five
hundred collectors and dealers
were bidders in their last sale.
The next sale contains a fine as-
sortment of U. S., 19th and 20th
century, British Colonies, Gen-
eral foreign and a fine group of
wholesale lots for dealers. A
large illustrated catalog will
gladly be sent free upon request.



POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN

Walter Gisiger Co.

ESTABLISHED 193l

/7Z7@%2h¢442%m/5%%&&§u4édﬁﬁkébﬁ(ﬂ§u%/§£

Phone: CHickering 4-0650

May 18, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.Os Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 16,
-as well as the three stamps you returned to us. Your

prompt attention to this matter was appreciated.

We are sending you enclosed our check for $6.36, covering
your fee of $6.00 plus your postage expenses.

We shall be glad to receive your photographs and certificates
for the two 1¢ 1851 stamps, which you state you will forward.
Sincerely yours,

WALTER GISIGER CO.

L)

Fnel.
WG /ar

MEMBER: AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSN. INC.
LIFE MEMBER: AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
LIFE MEMBER: SOCIETY OF PHILATELIC AMERICANS
LIFE MEMBER: AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY



May 22, 1954,

Walter Gisiger Co., .
110 Vest 42nd St., ]
New York 36, N.Y.

Gentlemen:

. Thazks very much for yours of the 18th with
check for $6.36 as per my letter of the 15th.

I am enclosing herewith enl:rged photo
prints of the two l¢ stamps duly signed on the back.

Sincerely yours,

P.S,==l hate that you are to have a sale on June 7th, but
I never receive your catelogues. )

1
3 ’ SeBeAe



AT 13- Freg-REP-3gsEC




TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RAYMoND H. WEILL Co.

EOGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H,WEILL

MEMBERS M%

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEwW ORLEANS 16, LA.

May 5, 1954
Stanley B. Ashbrook

Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

What do you think of the cancellation on the enclosed stamp ?

We have no doubts about the perfs being trimmed but are hoping that you
might think this is a genuine ""Southern Letter Unpaid. "

We are enclosing a return envelope. Please include a bill for

expertizing this and also for the 1¢ 1851 sent separately which we asked you
to plate.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. i1l Co.
s

rhw:lc

enc.
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May 8, 1954,

ir, Raymond H, Weill,
. 407 Royal St.,
New Orlesns 16, La.

Dear Raymond:

Thanks for your wire. I was sorry to put you to the trouble but
the owner wes pressing me for a return of the collection and I felt obligated
to make a satisfactory report tohim. The collesction came back okay and I note
you do not wish me to reimburse you for the postage. I can't very well
present something to you that you would refuse so I will make it up some other

waye

Herewith I em returning the 1¢ 1851 - I heve made a rather complete

notation on the card.
b ]

I also acknowledge the 24¢ 1860 with a pert of a "S.L.U." marking.
There is no gquestion in my mind but what this is a feke. Someone, andl suspect
Zereski, hes a counterfeit stanper of this msxrking end is turning out fakes.
I suppose you noted mow the ink shows t hru the psper. Several years ago I hsd a
cover sent to me for my opinion. I spent sbout two months working on it because
I was positive it was bad. However, the fake markings were exact in size as the
original. This is the type of woik they sre doing in Peris. Paying big prices
for "rare" cencelations on 19th &teﬂ States is risky business, beliesve me. I
also think a person is a plain dawn fool to buy seny thinge ip 19th "unused" U,S.
without being absolutely sure. A typical example is & 10¢ 1847.

Do you mind if I hold this 24¢ for e few days so I can show it to
Shenfield who handles markines of this class on the Expert Committee of the P.F.?

No fee for e;ther of the above.

I made a wonderful color slide of the Sperati fake of the Confed "TEN,"
Would you like to heve one® I csn also supply slides of his 5¢ New York snd U.S.
Despetch Post.

My best wishes to Koger and you.

Cordially yours,



Key 8, 1954.

¥r, L. L. Shenfield,
40 Highland Circle,
Bronxville, N.Y.

Dear Harry :

No doubt you remember that Fox cover "SOUTEN LETTER UNPAID." I re-

member I did quite & lot of work on it and if my remory serves me correctly I
felt sure it was bad, The reason I mention thie is because I have a suspicion
that some crook has mede excellent reproducticns of these morkings and is quietly’
turning out of f cover fakes. I haven't much togo by so I may be wrong but bear
the sbove in mind in case you have eny copies submitted to you. I have on my
desk & 24¢ 1860 of f cover thatl feel positive is 2 fake. It shows in blue

TTER 1

D,
The letters match the genuine and the alignment is okay.

Going thru my records I was looking 2t the Knapp cover (First Sale)
Lot 2686, This shows m sign of southern origin but the description states it was
from Petersburg, Va. It slows no C.S.A. postage so I assume that if it is genuine
it was conveyed under seépsrate cover to Louisville. lowvever, if it was placed in
the mail there how did the Louisville P.0. kmow it was of Southern origin? DUlon't
you think this Louisville postmark is rather odd for & use on July 11, 181%? This
could have been a stampless cover sent unpaid st en earlier date and some crook
could havwe changed the dates and applied a "4 ¢ and canceled it with a fake "S.L.U."
"DUE" ete. I suppose my suspicions are totally unfounded on this cover ut I do
wonder how the Loui sville P.0. knew it came from the Confederacy. This is surely
a nice point in itself so d isregard my =uspicions tlet it might be & fake.

Herewith I am enclosing a copy of my May lst Service Lssue. FPlesse mte
my remerks re - my work in philstelic color prhotography and in this respect I am en-
closing herewith two of my color slides. One is of the Knoxville fake that Hubbell
sent me recently and ebout whick I wrote you. The other is of a Sperati "TEN.," 1
have also made some wonderful recordings of the 10¢ 1863 colors - blue, green,

"opaline blue,"” "K & B" etc., etc. Please return these two enclosed slides st your >
convenience. I will 2ppreciate your e ppraisal of them. ¢ TN

Sem is his some old self and apperently no older than he was in the days
when you used to come out here and join us a2t lunch =t the Metropole. Just iregine,
gabout 17 ycers ego. I think it would be an excellent ides to wite him a latter. I

am sure he would appreciate it.

With every good wish -

Enclosed
SR

As ever yours,



lay 15, 1954.

Kr. Raymom H, Weill,
407 Royal St.,

New Orleans 16, La.

Dear Raymond: e
: L 4

. Herswith the 24y 1860 "imperf" copy with the "S.L.U." marking.
As per mine of the 8th, I am quite sure that the marking on this stamp is
fraudulent but 1f you are not satisfied with my opinion, may I suggest
that you submit it to the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation,
New Yok City.

e I was so interested in the cancel on this stamp that I neglected
to mention the "imperf" feature of the setemp. In my opinion, this copy is
not a 24¢ 1860 imperforate but rather a perfornted copy with the perfs
trimmed. 1 assumed that you were well aware of this.

With kindest regords =-

Cordially yours,



May 22, 1954.

Mr., L. L. Shenfield,
40 Highland Circle, ; 4
Bronxville, N.Y. '

Dear Larry:

Re = yours of the 19th, and the "S.L.U." marking. You will.
recall the Fox cover, which es I remember, was a very doubtful item. Wrong
ink entirely, ete. The stamp I recently examined was a P4¢ 1860 with the
perforations trimmed. I received the impression thet same faker overseas
cleaned a 24¢, cut off the parfs, and added a part of an "S.L.U." marking.
The blue ink was not right. Uf course, I em aware thet genuine cowers
exist with the S.L.U. and the 74¢ 1860 as well es other values of the
"old stamps.”

Re - the color slides. I regret to stete thet L do mot possess
a set showin® many of the rere colors of Confeds, hence could not supply
very many. I further doubt if the P.F. would care to scquire & set even if
I oould supply because the field they try to cover is so large - the world.

With regards -

Cordially yours,

S~



May 17, 1954

Mr. Stanley L, Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. lhomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear &y, Ashbrook:

Please find enclosed a vertical pair

of 1lc 1851's \Nos 4, 14 R1L) which

I recently sent to a customer and which
he returned as he was afraid it had e
small repair.

Would appreciate your opinion on it as
I think there may be some question

as to whether it is repaired or

whether it has a natural pasper crease.

As usual, please let me know your
ch:rge for your service.

With my very best regards -
Sincerely,

Samuel C. Paige



kay 19, 1954.

.. Mr. Samuel C. Paige,

45 Bromfield St.,
Boston 8, Mass,

Dear Mr. Pai ge: L)
» / i

As per yours of the 17th, I am roturning herewith the One Cent
pair and include my opinion regarding it.

In paper manufacture it is not alwa"ﬂ possible to maintain
equal thickness to a microscopic degree in all portions of & sheet of
paper.  Some smell sgent such as a thread or other foreige meatter could
become imbedded in the pulp snd later become disengaged. I heve noted
such minor defects in stamp paper on numerous occasions. It is my
opinion that t s is what happened in this case,.

Just to be absolutely sure thet the enclosed opinion is correct,
1 mnde a photograph of the back of the peir by ultra-violet andwill re-
port on same after develpping the plate.

This is quite an ex\éoptional item and in case your cliant does
not eare to purchase it I will be vazy glad to buy it as a pair that.is

superd in every way.

S

May I imguire if you would have any objection if I mentioned
this pair in the June issue of my "Special Service," and furnished a
photograph print to the subscribers?

My rfee forthis examination is $3.50.
With kindest regards - ;

Cordially yours,



~ Mey 19, 1954.

" Re - U, S. One Cent 1851
Vertical pair - ‘'late One Late
Positions 4R1L (T Il 14R1L IV

I have very carefully examined this pair in tetro-chloride
and under the bincoculsr microscope, in the top stemp, 4R1L,
there is a small rather shallow line in the pasper running
in a diagonal direction from N.E. to S.W. about one milli-
meter below the "E" of POSTAGE., In my opinfion, this is a '
small and rather insignificant defect that occurred in the
menufacture of the raper. I do not believe it is a crease
or what is generally termed a "thin spot." I failed to
detect any evidence of repair work of sny descriptien, I
consider the psir absolutely sound.

Stanley B. Ashbrook.

an 19, 195‘.\
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May 29, 1954.

~ Mr, Sam Paige, :
. 45 Bromfisld St., :
Boston 8, lass. ¢ / &

~ Dear Mr, Paige:

Referring to my letter of lay 19th, I am now enclosing
the following items which I made for myself to demanstrate
thet the opinion that I geve you on the vertiecal pair of
the l¢ 1851 was correct. ;

/1) A color photograph of the pair - Price $1.00 5 0’/0»-———-
2) A photo print of the pair - enlarged - price $2.00
3) A photo print of the back of the stamp by ultra- AT

violet light - price £2.00. RETURNED BY

You cen retain any of these et the pricee named or return
them to me. S

Regarding item Kg. 3, I believe that you will ngree
‘thet the paper does not show & crease.

Sincerely yours,

(slide W22) Stanley B. Ashbrook
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This Photograph
Was Mads By
ULTRA - VIOLET
RAY
By Staniey B. Ashbrook
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‘POLICY NO. ng _‘L7[)A’ ()16 II

ESTABLISHED leae

me [IVERROOL,
wo [ oNpon

AND

o

STOCK COMPANY

—
e Co., lin

(
OF LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND.

Jn Consideratio oF THE PREPAID PREMIUM AND
OTHER CONDITIONS STIPULATED IN THE POLICY FROM
WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE HAS BEEN DETACHED,
HEREBY INSURES THE PROPERTY CONTAINED IN THE
PACKAGE OR DESCRIBED IN THE INVOICE, WITH WHICH
THIS CERTIFICATE IS MAILED, AGAINST LOSS OR
DAMAGE AS PER POLICY CONDITIONS.

IN THE EVENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE FULL PAR-
i| TIcULARS SHOULD BE FURNISHED THE SHIPPER
{| AMMEDIATELY.
|
L]

®sav0bdsobtebserbecssnnacansecns “trsesessscovrsensace

roLicy no. LB 1737 017

ESTASLISHED 1088

e [vEREOOL,

AND

S8TOCK COMPANY

—
ce Co., ln

OF LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND.

Jn Consideration oF THE PREPAID PREMIUM AND
OTHER CONDITIONS STIPULATED IN THE POLICY FROM
WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE HAS BEEN DETACHED,
HEREBY INSURES THE PROPERTY CONTAINED IN THE
PACKAGE OR DESCRIBED IN THE INVOICE, WITH WHICH
THIS CERTIFICATE IS MAILED, AGAINST LOSS OR
DAMAGE AS PER POLICY CONDITIONS.

IN THE EVENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE FULL PAR-
TICULARS SHOULD BE FURNISHED THE SHIPPER
IMMEDIATELY.
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May 29, 1954.

Mr. Robert Peck, L
1850 Biltmore St., N.W.,
waﬂmt@n 9. Dcco

\ Desr Mr. Peck:

P Thanks very much for your check for £3.50 but the
additional charge was tut £1.50, (total {3,00) so I am en-
closing my check to your order for $2.00.

Re - other books beside the l¢ 1851-57 and 10¢
1855=57. My other articles were principally those that appear-
ed in the philatelic press and later were issued in booklet
form. I regret thet I heve little left in this class, I sup-
pose sbout the only saures is when theyy are offered at auction.

In regent years I have been devoting my philatelic
writings to what 4 call my "Monthly Service.” 1 am enclosing
a sample copy of the April Issue. These issues srs accompanied
by very fine photographs of the items discussed. The sub-
scription price 13 $100.00 per years.

% Sincerely yours,
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May 18th, 1954.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for your nice note of the 17th, - always glad to hear
from youl

No, I do not own the latest edition of the Diary from Dixie,
but do have an earlier revised two volume set. There have been an
unusual number of new Confederate 'and Civil War books published lately,
of which one of the most interesting is Horan's Confederate Agent, of
which you speak. I happen to know the author very well, and he has
promised me an autographed copy "for free", - so I haven't bought one.

In addition to that, the old "Freemantle Diary"™ has been pub-
lished in a new edition, and it is very worthwhile. Then there is a
book called "General Jo Shelby-Undefeated Rebel™ by Daniel O!'Flaherty
which sounds interesting, and & more serious type of book called "A
History of the Southern Confederacy"™ by Clement Eaton which I plan to
get and read. Keeping up with these new ones, and at the same time
wading through the many ‘0ld /books which I am continually adding to my
library, interferes badly with my television viewingl

I wish I could accede to your request and sell you my copy of
"Confederate Operations in Canada and New York"™ by Headley. However,
I waited a long while for it and I do want to keep it in my library.

I will continue to searech for another copy for you, and have "re-
quests" for it out with a number of old book dealers right now.

Thanks for your offer of the photograph of the Sale of Ne-
groes broadside. If it were only of "war dating™ I would be eager to
own one, but 1833 is a little too early for me!l

My best!

Sincerely,
MacB/HK - Y
c.c.: L.L.Shenfield
T.M.Parks



FOR YOUR

CONFEDERATE COLLECTION

I have recently acquired a very fine piece of Americana, a small
poster measuring 8 inches by 12, headed,

"PUBLIC SALE OF NEGROES."

The sale was advertised to teke place at Charleston, ©.C. on
March Sth, 1833.

I found this poster exceedingly interesting and quite educat ional
as it provides the answer in a very few words why slavery hsd to be
abolished in this great country of ours.

Among the negroes offered was a "valuable negro woman with four children,"
two of whom would be sold "with the mother,” - the others "separately."
We of this generation, whether from the south, the north, the east or

the west, can hardly conceive of such a thing es selling human beings as
merchandise and separating a mother from daughters of "13 years and 7
years."

I had mede very fine photographs of this poster and will supply a limited
numBer of prints @ $2.00 each postpaid.

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P.0Bax '3l

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

May 17, 1954.

~5



May 11, 1954,

‘Mr, Earl Oskley,
2 Suite 200 Continentsl Bldg.,
Los Anpeles 13, Calif.

Dear Mr. Oakley: .

. I am enclosing herewith a cover that was sent to me by a New York
dealer @ $350.00 less a commission. You will note it is a strip of the U. S.
1¢ 1851 from the bottom row of Plate 4, T IA, positions 93-94-95R4, I
have endorsed this cover on the back as follows, quot|e:

"Strip of 3 of Type IA - Plate 4. Bottom row plate positions =
93-94-95R4 - Type IA in a strip of three is a greest .rarity on the originsl

COVEY.
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

May 11, 1954." (unguote)

While this strip is cut imo and is therefore mt fine, & cover such
as thies is extremely rere and I believe you will agree thet it is worth the price
asked. I went thru my files but failed to find only a few actual covers with a
trip of three of this type. Strips of three off cover are known but mighty few
overs. Inasmuch as you surely do not own such & cover I thought that this might
be an item that wald add much t o your specialized study of the Ure Cent 1851-57.

Inasmuch as the cover does not belong to me, may I respectfully fe-
guest that you retum it to me as soon as convenient if you d& rot care to acquire
it. Of course, I have no objection if you wish to show it to Dr. Alter.

My kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,

/ ;
Z//LM MAY 29 1984




May 22, 1954.

" lr, ﬁermn Herst, 3 o
Shrub Osk, N.Y.

-y

- I sure was surprised to receive yours of tke 20th. I recently
¢ pni.d a dealer $20.00 for my copy of the Slave Sale and I thought I obtained

@& bargain. I enclose & photo print with my compliments. So fer I have

- $s0ld eleven copies. I have little doubt that my copy is gemuine ut Hf course

~ such things can be very easily reproduced. It coes scem strange thet there

would be two of these and that  both would come to light within a year's time.

[ will send my copy to you if you think 1t would be worth’ while. If someone

es put something over on me end my copy is not mg original I can get my money
ck. VWhat do you suggest?

I do thank you for your offer to hold up publicat ion of yours.
Qhate print is slightly smeller than the originel, which measures 85 x 12,

oy i By the way, you vrote me last winter that you would loan me 2 set
‘a photographs of some fake Western hproas covers ut I never heard from you
further regarding them.

: Again my sincere thanks for caning my attention 4o the Slave Salo.
~. :111 be plesed to return the favor.

Sineerely yours,



Mey 22, 1954.

b \ .
Mr, Philip H, ;Ward,‘ Jr.,

1616 Walnut St., -
' Philadelphia 3, Pa.

A friend of mine advises me that he has one of the
lave Sale" posters which he purchased in a Siegel Sale et the

uston Convention last fall and this mekes me wonder if these

e actually genuine originals or reprints of our original.

| you give m any history of the copy I obtained from you?

- My friend had & cut made of his and intends to give meny copies

~ eway. I-enclose you a proof that he sent me, which please

- return. Everything considered I am wanderins if I purchased a-
g i&-»u-u-pel?t? mm 4q,you think?

Yours etc.,



May 22, 1954.

. .-ﬁ.,f, '« Sylvester Colby,

ear Sy: '

i . Herewith two (2) prints of the "Sa;e of Negroes." I tnmght thet

- my original of this was "™unique™ but this A.iM, I had 2 note from Pat Herst, Jr,-
: ating that he hes a copy that he purchased in the Siegel Sale,held at
uston last Sept. P4th. By referring to the catalogue I find that Lot 588 -
14 @ $16,50. I have every reason to believe that my copy is not any sort of
& reprint. The paper has an “aged" appesrance end 1t looks genuine in every

J e
!

N If you have any reason to doubt otherwise, or if you ere not sat-
isfied with the enclosed prints, I will sladly refund your $4.00 and present

the prints to you with my compliments. I paid $20.00 for my copy and was de-
lighted to have it &nd I em having it framed for my den. I am, however, advising
the person from whom I purchased it and requesting any information he cen give me
regarding 1t and 11;; source, etc. ‘ ‘

L Herewith the 1¢ 1851. I have signed this on the baok as 7TR1E but I
FEgE 7 u'u that you will agree that while this is from that plste position it is no
1 "i er a Type I, but rather "it was a !‘ypo I" before the cut at bottom destroyed

- the tm. I call such stemps ENUCHS « not something thet is but somsthing that

= im In both oases, very, very tough. '

My fee for the signing is £3.00 - roturn postage included.

Cordially yoarl.

-




PRI ———

[

EXPRESS OFFICE
PEEKSK‘LL' N.Y.

TELEPHONE
LAKELAND 8-8331

I received your mimeographed notice on
the Slave Bill of Sale that you are offering.
It would seem that we own the identical item,
as I have an exact duplicate of yours, mine
having come from the Siegel sale held in Hous-
ton last September, I had a cut made of mine
and 1t was to have been reproduced in the is-
sue of the Outburst coming ‘put next week,

I surely don't want to cut into the
sale of your reproductions and I am sure that
if I were to give away my own reproduction for
nothing, it woulde I think it best that I

‘'hold off on mine until Fall by which time you

will undoubtedly have sold as many of your
plictures as you are going to sell, I am writ-
ing you now about it so that when you do see
it in the Fall, you will know how I happened
to reproduce it then and why I delgyed.

I will enclose a printer's proof with
this letter of mine so that you can compare
it with yours, just to see if there are any
differences,

APRS. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.



May 28, 1954,

Mr, Herman Herst, Jr.,
Shrub Osk, New York.

Pat,

r

Thanke very much for your informatisme letter of the 74th, the
photo prints which I return herevith and your card of the 26th.

First permit me to sta*e that I was r.ot. aware that Mrs, Herst
had been seriously ill. I was sorry to learn of this snd trust thet she has
& speedy and final recovery. ©Sickness in the family is very depressing.

Regarding the Slave Sale poster. You have one, I have one and
there are two (2) in Bob Siegel's next sale. Of oourse, they might be
originals and come from a lot that were left over, but from 1933, that I doubt.
I think they are all fakes printed on somerold paper. I think most eny dealer
in old books or manuscripts would egree, By fakes, I mean recently reprints
from a possible originel. Someone could have copied an advertisement in e
Charleston newspsper of that date. There is perhans nothing easier to foke than
en item of this kind, in my very humble opinion.

I have carefully noted your card. While I have no particulars it
does_appear to me that wipever made these “ake covers and sttempted to sell
them as genuine s hould be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the laweand it
should be the duty of the largest philatelic scciety in the world - the A.P.S.
to see that such a prosecution was carried out to their best ability and that the
finest legal talent employed. This organization never does anything of that kind,
at least not to my knowledge. If theie is any demned excuse for the existence of
the A.P.S. or the S.P.A. I am sure I know of none, However, tlet is just ome

man's opinion.
Again thanks.

Sineerely yours,



570 &1 10c Blue (11, 12). Fourteen covers includes Red Petersburg, Va., Uni-
, versity of Va., Ladies Envelope, Black & blue grids, Due 10, mostly

Fine-V.F. ——
571 3 10c Blue (12). Tied Lexington, Va. pmk. on attractive cover with Virginia

Seal and Executive Dept. Fine . e —
572 (X 10c Greenish Blue (12). Tied on cover with Very Fine strike “Bristol
573 X 10c Blue (12). Barely tied, Flat Rock, N.C. pmk. on attractive Wall

Paper, cover S S SRR S CYREN Mol L1 e (- SR N ——

574 = 10c Blue (12). Very Fine copy tied on ragged cover, La Grange, Tex, pmk. —
575 20c Green (13). Richmond pmk. margins all around, slight thin, V. F. ap-

pearance PSSR D Somplear N £ 25.00
576 % 20c Green (13). Block of 8, V.F. e nnee 15.00
577 % 20c Yellow Green (13). Block of 50, Very Fine, o.g. .. . 90.00

'578 = 20c Green (13). Tied from Richmond on cover, stamp cut in at B. slightly’

. core s UL RN T R R I D B T R R LR 50.00
579 % 1c Orange (14). Block, Very Fine ... 18.00
580 1c-20c, 1861-64 Issues. 8 stamps includes Blocks, Covers, balance of

collection, inc' -~mea faults, Fair-V.F. ... ... 163.004-

"PI See 5 [5 '
581 £ 3c Red (26). ‘ ' 3 ! ‘_/) '4 2. ik

Flag Patriot cS B >hoto) ——
e
582 X 3c Red (26) Ik, Va.
Apr. 22, 186 S Ohk y ............ e

583 XX 3c Red (26 AI‘ A P 5Clel ter card

gabeck of .7 1 wds  EF U e, —_—
584 =3 3¢ 1860 U._ America,

Post Office Departmenu, «.,. > Bureau,

signed A. Dimitry, blue Ms. “Free,” adarcso.. it, P.O.D.

Danville Railroad, Richmond, signed leter from Confea. ..ates P.O.

et onelnged, FHIE i i b bons (Photo) —

585 X2 3c Rose (65). Str. edge copy tied from Sandusky, Ohio, oval “Prisoner’s
Letter, Johnsons Island, O.” marking, prisoners letter enclosed, V.F. ... ——

586 X 3c Rose (65). Prisoners Letter Johnson’s Island in oval, Sandusky, 0.

pmk. V.G. . —
587 R.E. Lee signature on document of Harbor of St. Louis as Capt. of
L e R SN WS 1 S 0 ORI S SO SO ML S - —

—» 388  Broadside, Public Sale of Negroes. Charleston, S.C. 1833, V.F. ...

To
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—7 EXPRESS OFFIC!
TELEPHONE peeksKiLL, N-Y-

PR U 4 = S Ny 22
e A SRR e R AR !

I still find it difficult to beliesve that
those notices are fakes but as you say, it can
easily be done. When the printer ran off that
proof that I sent you, I remarked to him about
how easy one could fake this if one had a sup-
ply of old papere. I don't know what Bob's
source ig on them, but next tire I see him,

I shall ask if they are coming from someone
who is in a position to guarantee t hem as or-
iginalse Certainly the number of them that
are turning up is sufficient justification
for suspicion,

I am glad that you go along with me in
wanting to see the chap on the Coast prosecuted.
The SPA had already thrown him out for crooked
business years ago and I know personally people
who demanded his expulsion from the APS for
fraud, without au ccesses I am certalinly going
to Alow this thing through and do my best to
see that the matter is not closedes I am most
surprised at the attitude of the Federal Govern-
ment which says that since they were private
express companies that were faked, they have
no interest in the matter,

AN

A.P.S. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31
83 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 21, 1954,

Mr. Harry M. Bortz,
Jenkintown Gardens,
Jenkintown, Fa,

Dear Mr. Bortz:

This will acknowl edge receipt of yours of the
15th enclosing the U. S.1¢ 1851,

I charge a fee for examination of stamps and
in this case the fee will be 2.50 plus 33¢ return postage.
If you do not care to pay this sum please send me 33¢ so
that I can return the stamp by registered mail. If you
wish 4 will sign the stamp together with the type and
catalogue number on the back.

B/




May 21, 1954.

dre. Herry M. Bortz,
Jenkintown (Cardens,
Jenkintown, fa,

Dear Mr. Bortz:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of the
15th enclosing the U, 9,1¢ 1851,

i charge a fee for examinstion of stemps and
in this case the fee will be 2.50 plus 33¢ return postage.
If you do not care o pay this sum please send me 33¢ s0
that I can return the stamp by registered mail. If you
wish 4 will sign the stamp together with the type and
- catslogue number on the back.

Very truly yours,



PHONE: TURNER D788

HARRY M. BORTZ

REPRESENTATIVE FOR
B. J. BROCK & CO., INC.
THE POPE-GOSSER CHINA CO.

M@W !

T
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May 28, 1954.

Mr. Harry ¥, Bortz,
Jenkintown Gardens,
Jenkintown, Pa.

Dear ér, Bortz:

Thenks very much for yours of recent dste
with check for $2.83 as per mine of the 2lst. As
requested I have aut henticated the 1¢ 1851 on the
back and I feel sure you will be pleased. This is s
fine copy of the scarce uncatalogued Type IC which
comes only from eertain positions from Plate 4 as fully
described and illustrated in my two-volume study of
tm Uo so one cant Or 1851-570

Very truly yours,

(31-43)



ROBERT A. SIEGEL

PUSTAGE S5TAMPS

AUCTIONS

APPRAISALS

WANT LISTS

TELEPHONES
MURRAY HILL 2-4309
WHITE PLAINS ©-5837

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook

33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

505 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

May 24th, 1954.

A customer of mine would like you to give your opinion as
to the type the enclosed stamp is.
your convenience with opinion and bill for same.

Kindest regards,

Kindly return it at

Yours ry truly,
// e
/ .‘ ‘/

RAS meg



Form 3817
Rev. 8-53
wniiED

© Post Office Depyrk o e

{‘ One piece of ordinary mathgddygsséd
‘ Av ,'.f‘)f‘ v te ]\./ ‘
¥ S05 FiELh Ave .
New'Nowrpe 17 NN

THIS RECE“’T WHICH MAE}E USED FOR DOMESTIC AND l&TERNATlONAL MA’L

DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
&rO 16—69310-1 POSTMASTER.




May 28, 1954.

Mr. Bobert A, Siegel,
505 Fifth Ave.,

e _ New York 17, N.Y.
Dear Bob:
o - Replying to yours of the “4th, I return

_herewith the 1¢ 1657. This is a stamp from Plate 4
and it is a Type IIIA, top lire nicely broken,

- bottom line not broken. In this case there is no fee
i' to you.

With ny kindest regards -

'“ e Y » ' Cordially yours,

b
1

(31-44)
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~ Mr, Howard Stasney,
811 K, St. Mary's,
Sen Antonio, Texas.

‘ Deef #r,Stasney:

Re - the block of the Confederates that you
sent me. You ere surely awsre that sh item such ss this
is rather common and not of eny special valus.

I am not at all ‘interested in acquiring it.
1 will pey you $5.00 for it. If not. acceptable kindly
gend me 36¢ so that 1 can send it back to you via
reglstered mail. *

Very truly yours,
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May 28, 1954,

Mr, Howard Stasney,
% Alco
811 N, St. Mary's
San Antonio, Texas.

" Dear Mr. Stasney:

As per yours of the 25th, I am returning
herewith the block of Confederates. I am sorry the
forwarding to me put you to so much expense for
postage. May I respectfully suggest that you write

_Mr. Raynor Hubbell - P.,0.Box - Griffin, Ga. Describe
what you have and inquire if he would care to make
an offer. You may, if you so desire, infom him I re=-
ferred you to him.

Sincerely your:,

(31-45) "

-



May 22, 1954,

Dr. A, 7. Hertz, /
150 West 82nd St.,
Hew York 24, N.Y.

Dear Doctor:

. . A _
Thanks very much for yours of the 19th with check. Photo print
herewith and I trust thet it will bo of much in terest.

1 underatand that you were fortunate in obtaining the Free Fony
in the recent Sisgel Sels. If so, my hearty congratulstions. You obtained
a great rarity. %

Some years ago 1 owned one of these Latham "FREE"™ Pony 's which
is addressed to "J. W. Denver." I enclose a poor photo print. As you ere
aware, the City of Denver was named for Gen'l Uenver when he was Territorial
Govenor of Kanss8., He was very prominent in California politics and quite a
good friend of Latham end Gwinn., I am enclosing a cover with le tter enclosed
from Latham to Gen'l Denver. I am wondering if this wouldn't make & nice com-
panion piece to your "FREER"™ Pony. The price is $30.00. If not, just return
and I widl refund the postage. .

Incidentally, Edgar Jessup does not own a "FREE" Pony. I offered
my Denver to him @ $1,000 but he thought the price too high. It was snapped

up by the next friend to whom I offered it. - I thought sure Jessup wald go
after the Siegel cover regardless of what he hed to pay.

With kindest regardis =

Sincerely yours,



——

DR. A. JAY HERTZ
150 WEST B2ND STREET
NEW YORK

—_—

' d

SUSQUEHANNA 7-4622

Meay 24, 1954.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P.O0.Box 31 - 33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear ulr. Ashobrook:

Enclosed you will find my check
for $30 which is payment for the Latham-Denver cover.
I want to thank you for it and think it will make
a sultable companion piece for my Latham Pony cover.

The photograph about the sale of
slaves is also very linteresting. Kere 1s history,
not from books, but actually from the events ag they
happened. I am 1lndebted to you for 1it.

My Pony collection 1e growing. 1
have the 10 cent adhesive Sacramento FPony of the

first period, the gem of the Knapp sale. I have

the one with the twc 5 cent 1857's. I have the
dollar Pony, the gem of the Steve Brown sale. I have
the §2 red Pony. I have the Latham Pony. And I
have a 10 cent brown and a 25 cent blue of the Little

¢ Pony. My entire western collection 1e& housed in
. eight volumes.

Y11l you be in San Francisco this
summer? Dolores and I hope to be there. We've
been looking forward to the trip for some time.

With kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,




May 28, 1954,

Dr. A, Jay Hertz,
150 West 82nd Street,
New York 7?4, N.Y,

Dear Doctor:

Thanks very much for yours of the ?4th with check for
$30.00 for the Latham cover as per yours of the 74th.

1 locsted the negative of my photograph of the Free
Pony addressed to Gen'l Denver and I will make & print snd send
it to you in the near future. Thenks also for reference to the
very fine lot of "Ponys" which you have added to your collection.
My sineere congratulations. A very wise and safe investnent.

I regret that I will not be able to attend the A.P.S.
at San Francisco this summer. I am no longer as I was in fornmer
years and I find such affairs hard on my health. I am sure that
you both will have a mo st enjoyable time.

My kindest regards to Delores and you.

Cordially yours,

0

-5



JOHN DAVID BAKER
3909 NORTH DELAWARE STREET
INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA

May 16, 1954.
Dear Stan:

Thanks for your letter telling of the book about the Donner Party.

I haven"t seen it or read it.
I have three covers I would like you to verify the rates on:

1. A Wells Fargo cover originating with Wells Fargo at
Mazatlan, Mexico and addressed to New YOrk, It bears 2 3¢ ! 61s.
This cover has no postal markings, only Wells Fargo marks, Is
the 6¢ the right postage from Mazatlan to New York? What is the
earliest date this rate could have been used considering the stamps
on the cover?

2, A Wells Fargo cover addressed to London, England. The
envelope is a 6¢ envelope of 1872 and bears two 6¢ Canada postage
stamps. Wells Fargo carried this cover from Victoria to New York
where it was posted and the envelope stamp and Canadian stamps
were cancelled, The New York marking is circular 24mm and shows
no credit figure. Also handstamped on the faceis the English mark
London .Paid. Is this the rate from Canada to England 18¢ in 18727?

3. Amother Wells Fargo Cover showing only W, F. Northern
Coast Outer markings has a 1¢, 2¢, 3¢ ' 61 stamps on a U59 3¢
envelope. The cover is addressed to San Francisco, What is the 9¢
rate?

4, Another Wells Fargo cover, again on a U59 envelope with
Vancouver Island 5¢, 2¢ Jackson, and 5¢ brown. The Vancouver Island
stamp is cancklled with a black 35, while the other stamps are only
tied by the Wells Fargo Victoria oval. No other postal markings and
the cover is addressed to San Francisco. My guess is that the date of
this cover is Feb 8, 1865, Whit is the explanation of the rate?

These questions have been puzzling me for awhile. I thought you
probably knew the answers. Will you please help me ?

Sincerely,

e



May 22, 1954,

Mr. John D, Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis 5, Ind.

Dear Dave:

Replying to yours of the 16th, I could
comment on each of the four descriptions but I think
it would be much more satisfactory if you sent the
covers to me so thst I could have a look at them.

I am sure you will agree.

With best wishes =

Cordial ly yours,



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O, BOX 31
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

May 22, 1954.

Mr. John D, Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis 5, Ind.

Dear Dave:

Replying to yours of the 16th, I could
comment on each of the four descriptions but I think
it would be much more satisfactory if you sent the
covers to me so that I could have a look at them.

I am sure you will agree.

With best wishes =\

Cp(i'di /’ /1y yours,
/< Il
/ / :

ary




May 29, 1954.

*

Mr, J, David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianspolis, Ind,

Dear Dave:

Herewith the four covers as per yours of the 26th, I will comment
as followe on them in the seme order as per yours of the 16th.

1) The Mazatlan cover. As you are aware, this town is on the west
coast of Mexico and mail ships of the "Pacific }ail" made frequent Btops there to
end from Panama and San Francisco. There is no evidence of year use on this cover
and very little evidence of same, such as shade of stamp, etc. I judge that this
was a mse after July 1, 1863, when the single rate between points in the U. S, wes
3¢e, There was no such a thing as a rate to or from Mexico, other than a 10¢ steam-
ship rate, which trensmitted meil to or from the Mexican border. The dates in the
Wells Fargo marking are quite confusing, but my analysis of the cover is thet it
originasted at Mazatlan, was semt by Wells Fargo to San Francisco - "FRANCO" being
evidence of payment to W.,F. & Co. to transmit the letter to New York. I assume it
was over 1/2 oz., hence a double rate end the 6y was the U. S, postage. This had
to be paid whether carried "in" or "out" of the U.>, mail. 4+ suppose a W.F. messenger
carried it via Panama to New York and the lxpress Company c¢elivered it to the ad-
dressee. Their fee at Mazatlan could have included such total service. As a phila-
telic item, I think the significance is - a double rate from San Francisco to New York
carried "outaide of the U, S, Mail."

2) From Victoria 5.C. to London = A use in 1872. The blue two-line at
left reads, "For Great Britain and Ireland." Your description is in part quite
correct, viz., originating at Victordg, B.C., it was carried to San Francisco and
thence to New York (by rail) by a W.F. & Co. messenger. The U. S, rate to England at
that time was 6¢ per 1/2 oz. The letter was first placed in the U. S. Mail at New
York. The rate from Canada to the U. 5. was 10¢ per 1/2 oz. or 6¢ Paid. At the
period of 1872 I doubt if more then one 6¢ Canadian stamp was required. It would
seem to me thet 6¢ Camadian would have paid the postage rete from Victoria to the U.S.
and the 6¢ U. S. (envelope) peid the rate (per 1/2 oz.) to London. I know of no
reason why either rate should have been higher.

3) Wells Fargo "Northern Coast™ etc. - I know of no reason for.a 9¢ rate
unl ess this was over one ounce requiringa U, 3. rate of 3 x 3¢.

4) 10¢ U. S, rate. This was prior to 1868 when the rate to or from
Canada was 10¢. Here we have a case of payment of the local Victoria rate plus s 10¢
rate from Caneda to San Francisco paid in U. S. stamps. This let ter was never in the
U,S.Mail but transmitted from origin to the addressee by Vells Fargo & Co., I suppose
the use could well have been in 1865.

With regards =
Cordially yours,



B NPDAVE BAKER SEE 88.3). P
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esfer co/éy

INCORPORATED

S05FIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17
May 20, 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'S Nice to know yocu made a picture of that "Public
Sale of Negroes," Enclsged is check for $4.C0, Please
send two copies.

iy

a8 MwﬁEQECOLBY'S Am also enclosing a copy of 7R1E, which has

zé&wﬁ¥ gg been with me for sometime. I feel it should have your
r— personal OK, Will you please do so and advise me of

the charges

COLBY'S Kidest regards.,
Cordially yours,

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC.

By
SC:am
Enclosure

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES-ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS- PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS-DEPARTMENTS-COVERS-UNITED STATES STAMPS



S

.\ May 22, 1954,

Mr. Sylvester Colby,
505 Fifth Ave.,
NOW York 17. N.Yo
Desr Sy:

, Herewith two (2) prints of the "Sale of Negroes." I thought thet

 my original of this was "unique” but this A.i. I had e note from Pat Herst, Jr.

stating thet he haes a copy that he purchased in the Siegel Cale,held at
Houston last Sept. 24th. By referring to the catalogue I rfind thet Lot 588
sold @ §16,50. I have every reason to believe that my copy is not sany sort of

'@ reprint, The paper has ah "aged" appesrence snd it looks genuine in every

way.

If you have any reason to doubt otherwise, or if you esre not sat-
isfied with the enclosed prints, I will sledly refund your $4.00 and present
the prints to you with my compliments. I paid #20.00 for my copy end was de-
lighted to have it and I am having it framed for my den. I em, however, advising
the person from whom I purchesed it and requesting any information he can give me
regarding it and its source, etc.

.Herewith the 1¢ 1851. I have signed this on the back as JR1E but I
believe that you will egree that while this is from that plste position it is no
longer a Type I, but rather "it was a Type I" before the cut st bottom destroyed
the type. I call such stemps ENUCHS « not something thet ig but somsthing thet

-was. In both cases, very, very tough.

My fee for the signing is 3.00 = reoturn postage included.

Cordially yours,



INCORPORATED

SO5FIFTH AVENUE-NEW YORK 17

sy/vesfer co/éy

May 25, 1954

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

COLBY'& Thanks very much for sending the two "Sale of
Negroes." It makes little difference at this point
whether it was lot 588 in Bob's Sale of not, I think
they are darn nice reprodiictions, and am keeping them.
Certainly your copy can be contempargy with Pat Herst's;
all of which just makes it a second copy rather than a
uniqueé copy.

COLEY'S Thanks very much for sending the "Eunuch."
Enclosed is $3.00 to cover.
Cordially yours,

SYLVES"ER COLBY, INC,

UNITED STATES STAMPS-COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES-ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS-PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS-DEPARTMENTS-COVERS-UNITED STATES STAMPS



See 5B 31~ P A4Y

s /vesfer ca/é

INCORPORATED

SOSFIFTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 17
December 27, 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrwok, Esq.

P.0. Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

"COLEY'S" To bridge the gap, check my letter to you of

May 20, 1954 and yours of the 22 and mine of the 25.
"COLBY'S"™ If there is any further way I can help you, please
let me know., Best regards and wishes for the new year.

Cordially yours,

SYLYESTER COLBY, INC.

SC:rl

UNITED STATES STAMPS - COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES-ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS-PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS -DEPARTMENTS-COVERS-UNITED STATES STAMPS



TELEPHONE
RAYMOND OO22

RAYMoND H. WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H, WEILL

MEMBERS W@M

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 407 ROYAL STREET

COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK

BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. NEw ORLEANS |6, LA.
June 1, 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you very much for expertizing the block of 3¢ 1861,
pinks. We were surely happy to know that you agreed with the auctioneer.
Check in the amount of $5.00 is enclosed.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. Weill Co.

('7/\,._,_.»»—/(._/

By
rhw:lc
enc.



MEMBERS
AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS
COLLECTORS CLUB,NEW YORK
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD.

TELEPHONE
RAYMOND O0O22

RAYMoND H.WEILL Co.

ROGER G.WEILL-RAYMOND H.WEILL

P itontotin Docndons

407 ROYAL STREET
NEw ORLEANS |6, LA.

May 26, 1954

Stanley B. Ashbrook

Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Here is a block which we just bought in the Harmer Rooke-
Eno sale. We would appreciate your opinion as to its identity. The sale
catalogue described it as 3¢ pink, catalog value $1400. If you find it to
be correctly described, please so indicate in pencil on the back of the
block. Be sure to include a bill for this expertization.

e

We are very grateful for your opinion about the cancellation

on the 24¢ 1860.

We paid $4.00 for this item from a dealer in Canada and

so, very probably no one was fooled. We have a copy of the Sperati Con-
federate TEN and also his 5¢ New York. Therefore, we presume the
color slides would have no added reference value. We also have his 10¢
1847 and 10¢ rose Confederate. If you have not seen the latter two, we
would be glad to send them along.

With kind regards,

rhw:lc
enc.
regis.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond H. Weill Co.




May 29, 1954.

Mr. Reymond H, Weill, : A"
407 Royal St., o
New Orleans 16, La.

Dear Raymond:
S : ‘ )
Herewith the 3¢ 1861 - PINK, 764, as per
yours of the 26th. In excellent ligkt I compared this

with my reference copy and I think this is en excellent
example of the color, end I have signed it as euch on

the back.
ly fee i3 §5.00. PA DJUN -7 1954

¥With kindest regards -

Cordially yours, .



 DPanl P, ngzéstq%ugsz
A .

g2 Yale HAvenue
(Waﬁzftel'd, Massachusstts
May 26, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft Thomas Ave
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

Thank you for your letter of May 18th returning my Hart book
and for your inform&tion on the booklets by Hatfield, MacGuffin and
the C.C.P. articles by Perry on the 10¢ 1847. I am on the trail of
some of the latter and hope to have part of the set before long.

I am enclosing a 1¢ stamp from plate one late which I believe
to be 7R1L, however, a friend of mine states that it is 6R,theréfore,
I would greatly appreciate your plating same and signing the back
as to the correct plate position.

Please advise your fee and I shall remit propptly.
"
Another acquaintance of mine once mentioned that he had seen
a set of Photos made by Souren that showed the complete 200 positions

of the 10¢ (Pl 1) 1855. Do you know of such a work being in
exbistance?

yi%h—génd regayrds,

(//;C;; P. Christopher

encl



\

‘May 29, 1954,

Mr. Paul P. Christopher,
42 Yale Ave.,
Wakefield, Mass,

Dear Mr. Christopher:

Herewith the 1¢ 1851 as per yourf of the
26th. You are quite right, this is the
both 7R's can be identified very readily by the marks
in the "PO" of POSTACE. There are tw large dots in
the left side of the "0." Of course, the double
‘trensfer at top is also a feature as well &s lesser

markings.
/ \_—’/ ’
My fee is $2.00. :

. With regards -

L e ~ PAD

(2
e
=

|
-3
i



Paul P. C%'ziatopész

A 42 ‘ya[e o4uznuz
(Waﬂeful’d, a"/lamacﬁuutta

K June 1, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box -31
Fort Thomas, Kye.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

My thanks for yours of the 29th returning my 1¢ 1851 with your
signature and plate position etc. My check in the amount of $2.00
to cover your fee is enclosed.

I must say that your note caused me a bit of excitement..to say
the least. I phoned home earlier today and asked my wife if there was
any mail of significance and she informed me of your letter (My wife
acts as my secretary and process all mail so that it is ready for me
when I get home at nite). I asked her to read your note to me over
the phone and she read as follows "......YOu are quite right, this
is the' 7R1E,eeeees" Naturally, I was quite surprised that I was sure
that I hag sent you a Type IV. I then asked her to look at the back
of the stamp to see your note there where you mentioned that the stamp
was the 7R1L. I then realized that the "E" in your letter was a
typographical error....but it sure did stir up some excitement for a
few seconds.

Such things make life and stamps interestinges..

Paul F.

ChristoPher



June 7, 1954,

ur.! Peul P. Christopher,
42 Yale Avenue,
Wakefield, Mass.

Dear lMr. Christopher:

I am terribly sorry sbout the typographiecal
. error on the JR in my recent letter. No matter

how hard we 5y to avoid such things they will
creep in now and then. I try to be extremely care-
ful and it is disgusting to have such a thing
happen. My sincere apologies. I will let this

be a lesson and try to tighten up the strings.

Thanks very much for the cheeck.

Sincerely yours,



VAHAN MOZIAN INC.

[ DEALERS IN RARE POSTAGE STAMPS - ESTABLISHED 1901 |

505 FIFTH AVENUE AT 4280sT. NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-0162

May 24th 1954.

Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook
33 N Ft.Thomas Ave
Ft.,Thomas, Ky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I just came back from Stolow and askdd them
if they would include lot #269 in your package for inspection,
This is the 24¢ 1869 Invert.

A friend of yours, Mr., Millard H Mack of
Cinc1nnati Ohio is interested in this and if he purchased it
he would naturally want you to look at it and I thought it
would be better to get your opinion on this stamp before he
purchased same.

Thanking you.

Sincerely yours,

VAHAN MOZIAN INC,

GM:SL

CASH BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS ' PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS * APPRAISALS FOR PROBATE AND INSURANCE
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Jack £. Molesunrth
Dl’\ilatelic Dealer and Brolqe'r

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 21, 1954
Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Thanks for sending along the 90¢ - 1861 cover. It is certainly
a beautiful looking one and a shame that it has to have the closed
tear. Though I may be wrong, I believe I bid on this cower in some
auction in the recent past in the neighborhood of $135 though do not
recall which one it was, I do not believe I would care to buy it
outright at $162.50 as I have only one good prospect for it with
about afifty-fifty chance of a sale, However, if you want to let me
have it on consignment at $162.50 for a couple of weeks I shall be
glad to submit it to him,

I shakl hold the cover until receiving your reply and return
it if you so desire. I greatly appreciate your thinking of me on it.

With kind regards,

i ml
ES Moliworth
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Jark £. Molesmnrth
Dkilatelic Deale‘r’ anal 'B'r'olie'r'

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 28, 1954

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

Thanks for your note of the 25th. The 90¢ 1861 cover is now
out on approval and I hope that it will stick.

Enclosed is the 5¢ New York postmarked Savannah, Georgia which
I referred to in my last letter. I gather that the cancel has been
doubted by several people and concluded to be a paint job, though
Dan Kelleher from whom I secured it claims it is 100% O.K. as far as
he is concerned., Apparently it comes from the Sweet collection
where it has been for 20 to 30 years. Your careful examination and
comments about it will be appreciated.

b |

I am also enclosing a 5¢ 1847, apparently uncancelled, with
some 0.g. on the reverse placed over Boston Penny Post stamp and
would appreciate your comments on this also. Further enclosed is a
1¢ 1851 which may possibly be a type lc. Your comments will be
appreciated.

With regards,

;M\,’

Jack Molesworth

P.S. I originally had the 5¢ New York from Kelleher on consignment
several months ago and was unable to sell it at the $350 asking price
necessitated by his price to me. However,he recently cut the price
drastically on an outright purchase basis and I bought it.
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May 29, 1954.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:
. The 1¢ 1851 is a Type IIIA from Plate 4
a8 per my memo accompanying it. No fee for typing
this but I am charging you as rol_lows - for examination
of the 5¢ New York plus photo by U.V. $5.00 - for the

examinetion of the 5¢ 1847 plus photo by U.V §3.00 plus
return postage - 32¢ or $#8.32.

Regsrds.

Sincerely yours,

B - 9%



Hey 29, 1954,

Mr, Jack E. Holesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Regarding the 5¢ 1847 on the cover fram
Boston to Wadham®s iills, N.Y., there is still
evidence under the microscope of traces of a red
ink, and I note certain evidence on the forehead
over Franklin's left eye of cleaning(?). To be sure
I am making a photocraph by ultra-violet and I will
report later on this stamp. At the moment I & not
believe it is an uneanceled copy.

Regards.,

_ (51;57;

Sincerely yours, .

SN



Saturday sfternoon
May 29, 1954,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Bescon Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Your registered Air Special arrived at 2 PJ. this afternoon.

I looked up my old records and I examined er off cover 5¢ New York
that came thru a friend from Kelleher years ago and it was my opinion at the
time that the "Savannah Ga" cancelation was a paint job. I have the tracing
that I made at that tine of = genuine marking and I am enclosing 1% herewith.
lay this over the stamp and under a good glass you cen readily see that the
-letters are all wrong and so is the alignment. Note especially that the place-
ment of the month and day logos are entirely out of line.

I suppose-l have the report that I made some years a2go on this

stamp in one of my old scrap books tut they are not indexed end it would take
time to mun thru a whole bunch of them. Howsver, I think that is hardly necessary
as I am satisfied the red postmsrk is not genuine. I-real faker would not turn

° out a job like this but would have an exact imitetion made of a genuine marking,
then he could fool me if he used the right ink. Perhaps you will inguire how
come a paint job on this stamp in lieu of & genuine cancel. Well, I fear I cannot
answer that if the A.C.lM. is genuine which I seriously doubt. A photograph, en-
larged by ultra-violet might show something and it might not.

With regards =

o Sincerely yours,



Mr. Jack E. Molesworth
j02 Beacon Street

BOSTON (16) Mass.
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Jack £. Molesumrth
Dl'\ilatelic Deale‘r' anal Bro[{ev

102 Beacon Street
BRoston 16, Massachusetts

June 3, 1954

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

My thanks for your comments and extremely prompt reply on the
3 items submitted on May 28th, which apparently reached you on
May 29th and were again in my hands on May 30th. This was really
service. Enclosed is my check for $8.32.

I would appreciate it very much if you could possibly tell me
for whom you previously examined the 5¢ New York with "Savannah, Ga."
cancel and approximately what year this was done. That fact does
not jibetoo well with the understanding given me at the time of pur-
chase and might be a legitimate basis for my requesting a refund which
under the-present circumstances I do not have. I am still wondering
about the logic of the matter with respect to a faker apparently taking
a superb unused stamp for such a job. Is it not possible that a dif-
ferent type of cancel might have been used at some time during 1845-
47 than the one you used as a standard for comparison?

Enclosed is a 30¢ - 1869 tied on piece which of course looks quite
good though such may be difficult to definitely establish. I have no
reason to doubt it and in fact have sold it to a customer subject to
your checking it so will appreciate your comments and of course your
signature on the back if you feel convinced it is O.K,

With kind regards,
o

Jac . Molesworth
JEM/mm



May 31, 1954.

Mr, Ezra D, Cole, *. ‘
Nyack, N,Y, ‘ ‘

Dear Ezra:

Yours of the ?6th, Thenks forgghq deta on the 1942 Rust sale.
69 in that sale was the seller¥d £8hN\ Fox 1¢ '51 sale. Thus mj" Xer
veral nice verieties in tha At 76694 \

Re - the 5¢ New York - Savannah, Molesworth sent it to me. It is an off cover
item and Jack bought it from Dan recently becem se Dan made him a very attractive price.
Dan also 2 sured him it was good. I had forgotten that you sent this to me some years
agoe I evidently did not make & photo at thot time. I reported to Jack thet in my
opinion_the thing is e paint job and I sent him a tracing of e genuine Savannah to

'  ghow thet the painting fails to match the genuine. I also was of the opfnion the
"A.C.M," is a fake. I made a photograph by ultra~violet but so far have not developed

the plate. /~,/
: xamined this pair very carefully - put it
in tetrg ab ck by U,V, and there is no crease,
“o¥erybody overlooked this ftah as it is easily worth $300.00 or mores

-3 evidently bought it for)San Paige. I thus assume that Sam did not attend
How come Neinken overlooked it? I wonder?

I will be very much imterested in your brother's comment on the Levy letters.
Keep me posted.

. Re = Jamet. Henry Hill has e high regard for him and thinks he is honest - Henry
put Jamet in touch with me a year or so ago. All the dealings I have had with him have
been okay except this recent slip-up which I believe wes unim entional. It does seem
however that it would be a miracle if ¢t here recally was such a thing 28 an honest sgtamp

dealer in Faris,

I have carefully noted your remarks re - Molesworth, and I am sure much of whet you
stated is true. I will be very careful to watch my stepe



May 31, 1954,

Hr, Ezra D. Cole,
: Nyack. N.Y.

Dear Ezra:

Yours of the ?6th, Thanks for the data on the 1942 Rust sele. Vhoever bought
Lot 669 in that sale was the seller in the Fox 1¢ 'S5l sale. Thus my mery. There
" were several nice verioties in thad Rust Lot 7669, |

Re - the 5¢ New York - Savannahe HMolesworth sent it to me. It is an off cover
item and Jack bought it from Dan recently becau se Dan mode him a very attractive price.
Dan a1s0 2 sured him it was good. I hed forgotten that you sent this to me csome yesrs
agoe I evidently did not meake & photo at thot time. I reported to Jack thet in my
opinion the thing is e paint job and I sent him & tracing of & genuine Savannan to
show thet the painting fails to match the genuine. I also was of the opinion the
"A.C.H," is a fake. I made a photosraph by ultra=viclet but so far have not developed

the plate.

Re - the 4FR1L pair in the Fox sale. I examined this pair very carefully - put it
in tetro and to be sure I photographed the back by U,V. and thore is no crease.
Strange how everybody overlooked this item as it is sasily worth $300.00 or more.
Harry Keffer evidently bought it for Sam Paige. I thus assume that Sam did not attend
the sale. How come Neinken overlooked it? I wonder?

., I will be very much interested in your brother's cormment on tke Levy letters.
Keep me posted. .

He - Jamet. Henry Hill has e high repard/ for him and thinks he is honest - Henry
put Jamet in touch with me a year or so ago. All the dealings I have had with him have
been okay except this recent siip-up which I balieve wes unintentional. It does seem
however that it would be a miracle if ¢ here really was such a thing s an honest gtamp

dealer in Peris.

I have carefully noted your remarks re - Holesworth, end I am sure much of what you
stated is true. I will be very careful to watch my stepe

Again re - the Geneva, H,Y, covers I have no ®ult to find with your remarks. I do
believe it is possible that the thing could be good and hed no rate stamp and nothing .
but the postmerk to indicate payment (3 PAID) then the use must have been prior to Jan.
1, 1856, end it seems unlikely thst e target was used there so early - still it eould

have beene

Regards.
Yours ste.,



June 7, 1954,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack: -

Yours of the 3rd, end your query about the 5¢ New York. I do not
like to give out confidential inforre tion and in this case I don't think
the information would be of materiasl assistance to you. Without violating
a confidence, I think I can state that it was sent to me by a dealer. I
am under the impression that when he returned it to Kelleher he informed
him thet it was Ashbrook's opinion the postmark was a fake, I probably
have the correspondence in one of my scrap books but this was over tem or
twelve §ears ago and at thet time I did not index them, hence it would be
a job to g thru them, but I will if you feel you have to have the full data,

Re - your comment about the logic of a faker using a superb unused
stamp, That” réally would be a silly t ing to do, and if I had been of any
such opinion, I doubt if I would have expressed an adverse opinion, Did I
not intimate that I questioned the A.C.M,? I will venture a guess - this was
a blue pen canceled 5¢ New York - pencancels removed as well as the A.C.M. =
result - an uncanceled 5¢ New York - Wouldn't the rest be easy? The "A.C.M,"
will almost wash off eny 5¢ New York, hence very easy to remove and the blue
ink used at New York left practically no trdace when removed. This is why we
have ™anused New Yorks." In such cases thé ultra-violet photographs seldom
if ever show up a single thing. In 1845-1847 I don't suppose it ever occurred
to anyone that quill pen cancels could be very easily cleaned.

Herewith the 30¢ 1869 on a plece. I fear that few people would have
any confidence in my judgement if I okayed an item such as this. I don't
think this i tem has any more value on this piece than if it was a single off
cover stamp. I can't see that the piece adds a thing in faterest or value
so Jack what's the difference whether it was used originally or some "fixer"
put @ used copy on thies piece anmdpainted the "tie?" However, here are some
points of interest -

1) I judge the "cover" was to "Prussia" as per the "Pruss Closed" -
surely "By Prussiasn Closed Meil" and before this - I wonder if it reads, "Per
Asia?" The New York p.m. is "Br Transit" all features of "P,.C.M." In 1869 -
such a rate was 15¢ per ¥2 oz. Lf this was "Dec 16" 1869, and this 30¢ stamp
was actually used as we see it, the letter had to be at least a double. By
Dec. 1870, the rate had been reduced to 10¢ per 1/2 oz., hence this would have
been at least a triple. My records siiow no British Facket sailing on Dec. 16,
1869, and I regret to state I do not possess a list of sailings for Dec. 1870.

With regards.

Sincerely yours,



June ?. 1954.

Mr, Jack E. lMolesworth,
102 Bescon Street,
Boston 16, Mass.

Desr Jack:

Here is a photo by ultra-violet of the 5¢
New York. Of course, you have my permission to
inform Dan thet in my opinion the postmark is a
fake.

Note whet is supposed to be an "S" in this
paint job. Don't you think it is a funny looking
"S* - Note its reletion to the mext letter, the "A."

Yours ete,
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QU.;S. ORIGINAL RESEARCH

by D. ORRIN PLOTZ, SPA 2399

A series of Philatelic Monographs:
Advanced and Lesser Studies . . . . New U_nknown
Discovery . . . . . Allied History ., .. Serious and
Consummate Opinion.

All Rights Reserved
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&Pi:l;a Rose Pink | Near Pink

and Mock-Pink Among 3c 1861’s

Dear Philatelic Hobby:

MOCK-PINK: This appellation is not mine alone— It
has heen given this name solely to distinguish it from the
standard pink; by a few U. S. specialists fully cognizant of
its existence and classification fundamentals. I refer to it as
#6471, .
NEAR PINK: The reference here—throughout this
study—is specific. It does not appear herein loosely as an,
excuse or subterfuge (as among barterers) that this shade
is/or maybe #64 (?). This research clearly defines IT
refered to as #640 . . . i

. . + Nor does this Near Pink shade even bear upon the plen-
tifully common Rose Pink shade (#64a) which is so often
stressed: to be a Near Pink; an error, due principally ac-
count of lack of knowledge, which is understandable.

PREAMBLE CLARIFICATION—and there will be much
more further on—may appear as repetitious, but it will take
a lot of this to clarify my findings among the 3c pink

~~stamps of 1861:

Mock-Pink is the deeper shade, a “stronger” pink color
I define it the Positive shade in relation to #64. Our Near
Pink, on the other hand, lacks much of the pink color, thus
becomes the Negative shade of #64. Both of these vari-
ants, nevertheless, are very closely allied to the standard
pink color of #64 ...

Contrary—the Rose Pink—This shade is distinctly in a
separate group; so understood by the competent philatelist.

It is the common cheaper shade; causing the most trouble
when fostered by the incompetent, using it as the fabulous
#64. It is not that closely allied to the Real Pink. As
stated in the paragraph immediately above, only the Mock-
Pink and the Near Pink are of the family of #64: true pink
variants, and as such, any, or all three are not common or
plentiful.

Yes, in gaining a catalogue position, for orderly and nu-
merical convenience, most cataloguers can only “group”
this Rose Pink shade, with a minor number “a”, next below
our scarce #64. :

This troublesome sub-shade is a secondary production out-
put item; secondary because another, later-type ink-mix
(rose predominating) reached the presses and was put in
use. This ink mixture lacked certain compounds and es-
sentials, philatelicly, which we seek to qualify the classic
first purplish-pink stamp shade, which produced #64 and
the variants #64+ and #64o. '

But, in its production, the Rose Pink was printed on. the
same paper stock because it was on hand and available; the
same paper as used first for the three earlier pink stamps.

Its production life was longer . . . grading gradually into

rose red, rose, bright rose, etc., continuity eventually meet-
ing-up with the paper-change: a soft-wove thicker paper
of the so-called “September” and later printings.
Its rose coloring ink component—and T am still speaking'
about the Rose Pink stamps, or shades—has a more basic
lasting nature. This same, cannot be said for the ink tones
of #64, #64+ and #64o.

(Continued on Page 156)
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“U. S. Original Research
(Continued from Page 153)

Of all the perplexing subjects in U. S. Philately, surely this
# 64-Pink is “the $64-Question.” There is very little or nothing at
all in our stamp literature that can give any concrete assistance to
this writer. U. S. students have not uncovered very much in this
1861 issue to even compare with their monumental strides in the
stamp issues which preceded it. Mock-Pink Among The 3¢ 1861’s
is strictly “Original Research” in every respect.

Mock-Pink # 64+ (my number) is referred to herein as a shade
only for literary explanation. It actually is the major color-shade.

It also cannot correctly be classified as the minor-derivative of #64
... It is a major PINK—although an altered variety.

As per cataloguers’ prerogative: Rose Pink #64a, accountable
to their listing methods for many years, is therefore generally as- |
sumed to be a minor derivative of #64. This student stands con-

~ trary. Only the well-defined so-called Near Pink # 640 is the true
shade derivative.

On this point then, we now have a major and a minor shade of
‘# 64 the Real Pink; or, scholastically, a positive and a negative pink
shade—in reaching proper variety classification:

Positive—because it is Pink; the Negative shade was pink in the
past but on viewing it today, it appears to have lost its lustre.
Therefore, this so-called Near Pink is given (my number) #640
in classifying: the “o” denoting minus, or lacking its original essen-
tial coloring.

On a similar basis: the “t” of Mock-Pink #64+, denotes a
plus, or addition to the pink color. And the “a” of Rose Pink #64a,
1s the denotation of cataloguers; there is no problem involved in it.

Mock-Pink being the major shade, is truly #64 altered some-
what by unkown atmospheric or chemical reactions since August
1861. These changes or alterations are not due to human tamper-
ing.

‘Readers should understand we are dealing with a “fragile” —
delicate color, notoriously susceptible to various kinds of deteri-
oration—plus or minus—the normal.

Viz.: #64 is the normal—accepted official and issued color;
#6-}"1{ is the plus or major (shade)—deeper recognizable
pink;
# 640 is the minus or minor shade—lacking in color;
#64a—We have no difficulty with this common shade —
(or New England pink), but in some quarters it may
represent a monetary plus (sic.)

In refering to “unknown alterations” and causes thereof, in
gradual deterioration . . . this alone has been the enigma all these
years for proper stamp and shade classification; with the important |
ever-present factor: the element of human frailty in colo? vision.

Similarly, this great difficulty is not Philately’s alone. The
problem of steadfast color and faulty description has also plagued [
many fields of technical industry and commerce.

PAPER OF THE PINK STAMPS

All four pink shades were printed on the early-“regular issue”
paper; referred to in the past as the {August paper.” A somewhat
semi-transparent opaque paper. Much sturdier than the thin—
(soft) transparent paper of the Premier Gravures.

I give a better description of this early regular issue paper: It

. is a hard paper on the brittle-side and if creased or folded, would
y  crack. ;

Specimens examined appeared on a grayish-white ‘paper; occa-

, sionally a specimen was found that would meet a fresh-white paper, «
- notably among #64 and #64o. '
) The “September” paper of the later printings, a soft-wove
yellowish, used mostly during the war years, varies in thickness:
(late 1861 to early 1867). Again changed, after the war as nation-
al conditions returned to normal; during’ most of the period of the
grilled stamps: a finer quality thin wove—to a—thinner wove paper.
(Middle 1867 to early 1869).

It will also be noted this more settled later period, the appear-
ance of the 3¢ stamps improved, the rose shades returned; but the
classic pink which ushered in this design was never equaled, or
matched.

It is well known, generally, that shades run rampant among
many of the 1861 stamps. This is especially true in the Sc and 24c
values. The altered changlings as here reported for the 3c value,
conceivably can be applied in the case of both of these values. Scan
the shades of the 5c value, if you will: Buff, brown yellow, olive
yellow, (mustard), red brown, dark red brown, brown, dark
brown, pale brown, black brown and intergrading of all these.
And shades of the 24c value: Red lilac, steel blue, blackish violet,
lilac, dark lilac, gray lilac, gray, plus intergrades. A very numer-
ous group.

A statement has appeared in the philatelic press; made by a
leading student, in effect, hinting a variable shade-or-color, in re.
- U. S. #70b, the steel blue shade, with or without full original gum;
» _for this particular stamp.

An accidental (experiment) with U. S. #R84, $2.50 Inland
Exchange revenue stamp, resulted in a gray-blue shade (as many are
found) altered from violet, its original issued color.

It is very easy to branch off from the main topic of this article

. and reach into subjects as abovementioned and go on and on. This
article will confine itself with my findings among the difficult early
pink stamps.

With all this change in color and stamp paper, research opened-
up a third summation. I have good reason to believe different kinds
of gum adhesive was used and must' be considered as an important
alteration cause.

One instance revealed a yellow-white gum backed-up #640;
smoothly and carefullly applied—perhaps, thus officially issued, and
if so—the years had taken its toll. If this were a regummed stamp
(?) to enhanceits value as a Mint #64, a very valuable item, the
vender himself may have believed his stamp was #64. Really a

(Continued on Page 159) ;
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United States

Original Research
(Continued from Page 156)

fresh choice copy—but—as usual, lacking the purplish-tinge, and
about 50 shade degrees off the true pink.

The usual gum adhesive on 1861 stamps was the very dark
brown gum; some variations were noted.

Marny postoffices of that era did have glue pots available for
sealing envelopes, etc. Early envelope flaps were not gummed.
Many persons used this available glue in affixing postage stamps also,
and a really harmful glue it appears to have been.

Mention of the gum adhesive is quite important to this article.
It substantiates an important fact uncovered during research, espe-
cially that harmful dark brown gum causing a darkening reaction in
the pink stamps.

#64—THE REAL PINK

This is the fabulous standard color.

I describe it as a pastel fresh pink with the essential tinge (or
glimmer) of Furplish-violet; paper and engraving brilliantly fresh
and clear; the stamp plate, of course, is brand-new without wear
giving complete sharpness to all lines. Nearly a proof-like appear-
ance.

An esteemed contemporary has maintained this premium pink
shade of #64 can now be matched with some earlier shades of the
1938 9c Presidential stamp; that previous to this date there was good
reason for making an error in the rarer pink stamp.

Perhaps his contention is factual in matching off-shade or grad-
ed-down 64’s. But I must differ with him, if the true brilliant pink
shade can be matched. Even his 9c Presidential chrome-capped
stamp varies in-the-sheet itself. At best his stamp under the head
of a chalky-pink shade on account of the intense white paper it is
printed on.

Why not try any of these 9-centers with the bonifide Pink
Proof on India #64P. That’s the original color. It can’t be done!
And what’s more the proof paper is comparable for whiteness.

To really find a’color that will match and aidf us, we must go
outside the bounds of our hobby to Conchology; here we find the
common large conch shell’s interior to be the best match of all, pink
and with a purplish-shine. This color is called a “shell pink” by
horticulturists.

There is no exact color match—in Philately—when we must
consider the purplish-tinge. In this No. 64 stands individually
alone.

Td continue: ’

Boldly stated (and the results of thid research) #64 Real Pink
IS A FUGITIVE COLOR—This, is the main reason why the stamp
is scarce.

Not fugitive similar to our postage dues of 1894-'95 when
emersed in water, BUT its loss of color is due to EVAPORATION
and FADE-OUT. Of course, there is a time element involved, etc.
i# 64 is nearly 100 years old. Strong light and heat may be the main
causes among other harmful detractions, destroying this beautiful
pink color.

In color-ink chemistry, especially in producing a pink dye: fruit
juices are used. This in itself should convey the unstable and “fra-
gile” quality in the product. (See chemistry reference to Italian-
pink.)

It was a privilege to examine the “FREE” cancellation copy ot
#64 which made the listing in Scott’s U.-S. Specialized Catalogue.
A very choice stamp, ccancellation struck perfectly. I warned the
possessor to keep this rarity away from strong light; and this warn-
ing goes out to all owners of the true #64.

The same advice especially to stamp dealers and auctioneers
who insist on illustrating # 64 in their printed lists and catalogues.
This practice will, in time, drop the stamp down to a #640. The
“cut-making” process requires very strong light which destroys the
purplish-tinge, one of the first signs of deterioration.

Another learned authority concurs on this point against strong
light and he prefers a soft-glow yellow light (kerosene) for examin-
ing:if an item may be the true shade #64 or is not the true shade,
protecting such stamps’ shades meanwhile.

One specimen under examination, with heavily smudged canpel—
lation and soiled over-all, proved to be a protector of its true pink-
tinged color under this curtain of smudge. It qualified a #64!

As a simple test in finding a pink stamp among your 3c 1861s:
Place all your stamps on a sheet of dark craft paper, all spread out.
If the real pink is present in the lot, it will stand out against all the
other shades. No other shade will be like it.

With different kinds of eyesight, other colors of papers should
be used for contrast: black, yellow, sky-blue or green paper instead
of brown craft.

But once you have seen the Real Pink shade you will always re-
member it. 64 is the most abused of all our stamps, mainly at-
tributed to failure in discerning variable colors; and the hope eternal,
ever-present, of possessing the rarer and more valuable stamp. Let
my readers understand, although many specimens are stated TO BE
the “August” Pink, only a few can be truly chosen as a #64 from
that multitude!

In closely watching many sales’ catalogues over the years, view=
ing an item represented as # 64, in a majority of cases, a bright rose-
pink stamp was on display. This same was especially true when
franking Patriotic covers. Certainly, if franked with the proper
stamp, it would enhance any of these pictorials (as if a choice cover
needed enhancement-plus), but, in the main, a lesser pink rose shade
was usually apparent.

(To Be Continued)
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Real Pink Rose Pink Near Pink .
and Mock-Pink Among 3c 1861’s

(Continued from Page 159, May 14th)

"#64+—THE MOCK-PINK

It is a true pink: a dark-deeper more robust pink than 364 it-
self, with the purplish tinge, also. This distinctive shade, hereto-
fore and without the number I give it, has been described a “deep
or dark pink.”

All of these stamps (#641) lack a fresh appearance buth as to
paper and over-all brilliance. Reactions are the cause. Its altera-
tion or changling is due, in part, to that heavy brown gum, and
moreso—taken from this study—to the crude art of early paper-
making, evidenced in the poor quality of the then current
ORANGE-PAPER envelopes. The components, chemically, of
_ these envelopes, sulphides, coloring, etc—and only a qualified chem-
ist would know all the answers—much beyond the ken of the phix
latelist . . . both dark gum and the orange dyes in the envelopes;
reacted somehow in darkening our pink stamp #64, producing
this “new” shade as a #6471 which now distinguishes Mock-Pink
from all other pink shades.

It should be understood, although these reacting elements al-
rered original color to a definite darker pink (and could pass, has
passed as # 64, hecause #6471 is unknown to a majority of collec-
tors), its changling impairment, oddly enough, did not ruin the re-
quired purplish tinge in the stamp.

Also—Research pointed out, on the other hand, when once the
darkening alteration took-hold, as with this #6471, no further re-
actions could occur . . . the muajor-shade held . . . for now that shade
awas tempered! . . . and resisted . . . time or influence of the ele-
ments. #6471 is unique; scarcer than the scarce #64 itself.

But again to these orange-paper envelopes (which had carried
early 3¢ pinks), with such strong chemical components which not
only altered and reacted upon theg stamp, which we are interested
in, but very plainly and visibly reacted upon the hand-inscribed
INK addressing and even manuscript postal markings thereon. All
such marking were faded-out, or to describe, more in point: the
hand-inscribed markings on stamp and cover were eaten-up, illegi-
ble and difficult to read; all due to reacting infinities of the orange-
paper envelope’s chemical components. Such were the clues, in-
dicating what had happened to these pink stamps thereon. In final
analysis this alteration discovery, makes me believe my findings are
correct (for this difficult group) and sums up the entire research;
and also, not forgetting that harmful dark brown gum.

Strong light and heat therefore, poor grade paper envelopes,
the gum, mishandling and unknown atmospheric or chemical causes,
destroyed many Real Pink #64 stamps. Add to this list, lack of
knowledge, in the hobby, over the years in protecting this stamp
(Continued on Page 164)
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gigm fading-away to become in/and by degrees, gradually a No.

The change of color-shade for this Near Pink veers toward the
opposite end of the spectrum — opposite from the Mock-Pink —
placing each of these altered stamps at opposite ends of a color
scale; with our beauty, the Real Pink, plumb-center this scale. As is
usual in all color charts, scales or the spectrum, as such, there are
numerous intergrading or degrees of shade. Pink when scaled for
shade is more acute because in itself it is only a shade. With these
1r)el:acting hazards, as mentioned, #64 will always be a philatelic pro-
blem.

We find the Near Pink' stamp (#640) an anemic, washed-out
“weak’ shade. ' 5

On the opposite side, Mock-Pink (641) is a robust “strong”
‘color.

The former, due to lack of knowledge, has been stressed a Rose
Pink, which it is not and never was.

Both sub-shades: “0” and “t”, in their respective categories,
are very early printings; the same period as #64. The Rose Pink
“a” or full number 64a, is not an early printing. It lacks the essen-
tial aura entirely of the purplish tinge qualification.

The deficiency in the Near Pink is due mainly to mishandling,

‘long viewing and exposure to strong light. This destroyed its pris-
tine state. ‘It was #64 in the long, long ago, but is now only a
“poor relation.”

Two paper varieties were discovered for #641 which should

be listed:

#6471 on a smoother calendered paper.
#64t on SILK PAPER.

The latter paper variety is of some importance, for it may ap-
pear also among # 64 and the Near Pink #64o.

We now come to the matter of perforations. The previous
1857 issue is Perf. 15. The new 1861 issue which replaced it, is
somewhat larger in stamp size and perforated 12. Here it was not-
ed, especially, the excellence of a sharp clean cut by the perforat-
ing pins, on these early pink stamps only. This certainly shows
the stamp contractors began operations with all new equipment all
along the line, and in haste; were really ready on what we could
call an emergency stamp issue. The urgency, of course, is under-
stood, but the status of various stamp emissions, uncompleted stamp
designs, temporary paper, reject or accept colors, meet requisitions,
etc., etc., the conditions and stress of the moment, is not so clearly
understood in Philately or elsewhere. Or, the political and depart-
~ mental position just prior, let us say, September 1861.

F#640 THE NEAR PINK (SO-CALLED)

1 have explained some of the causes which produced this shade.
It is one of the “fugitive pink stamps.” The ultra-violet (or pur-
plish( tinge “evaporated” over the long years.

A fact brought out during research may clear this up for my
readers. My conclusion: That # 640, the Near Pink stamps, for-
merly were THE Real Pink #64. That in all cases, these anemic
shades (and the reader should not misconstrue Rose Pink for Near
Pink) on close and careful scrutiny, certain portions of the design
still showed telltale tiny areas, the last vestiges of the Real Pink pur-
plish-tinge; this is the key factor, which at an earlier date was the
original color-shade of this stamp.

In the evaporation process which altered #640 to its weak
anemic appearance, as if powerful light rays had drawn away, even-
ly, all of the stamps original pristine purple-pink color, leaving a
bizarre, outline of the original intaglio cutting-“footprints” that the
magnetic rays could not capture or destroy. This is hard to con-
vey to the average person in mere words. 640 has been through
an ordeal; it has changed from a full-line engraved stamp to the ap-
pearance of an outlined etching. The color of the heavier areas
has been sapped.

That is the difference between # 640 and #64a, the latter, a
Rose Pink has not been through this ordeal, and if perchance it had,
nothing would have happened because the rose in this stamp has a
lasting basic quality. A low-priced stamp because they are plenti-
fully common. And this Rose Pink may be filling your album
space for the scarce #64 Real Pink.

DISCOVERY IN RESEARCH

Another discovery was brought out during this careful study.
All of these pink stamps are early 1861 printings from newly
engraved plates. The Mock-Pink stamps were especially helpful
due to deeper complete clarity in all aspects of the engraved lines.
In the heavier lines of color it was noted accumulation of powdered
chalk or other excess particles (residue). Evidencing the direc-

SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET ,
through
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS

We are not Stamp Dealers; but Licensed Auctioneers,under bond to the City of New York. As our busi-

tion of the movement of the press operation and what is more im-
portant, this shows these early pink stamps were produced on a
slow-powered press.

As to this discovery, it appears to this writer: these stamps
were printed on a press operated by manual labor, a slow method,
accounting for the sharp clear impressions ngnpeablq on all three
of the scarcer pink stamps. Other later printings, including the
Rose Pink were turned out on steam-powered presses; for the need
was very great to rush stamps to all parts of the country. Clarity
in design is not as sharp. in later printings. And as proofs, essays,
etc. are usually printed by the slower method and all are excellent
examples for purpose of full clear design, my opinion may be cor-
rect.

To fortify this statement, as to hand-power or steam-power
motivation, we find, among later 1861 printings, maginal plate mark-
ings denoting the word “STEAM?”, as a stamp plate to be used on
a steam-powered press.

Such markings of the plate on any of the early pink stam
plates have not been found and are unknown. .

Because of the great need to supply postoffices, I presume both
kinds of powered presses were used at the same time during the
earlier months of printing. Postmark dates appear to show this
concurrence for August-September 1861, September-August 1861
if we watch dates on any af the values. And such stamps with clear
postmarking reach a high price figure.

VARIETIES ON THE PINK STAMPS

Some of these minor varieties were discovered during this re-
search, unknown and unlistéd heretofore:

(1) On #64—Pair, Chicago Supplementary Mail

(2) On #64+—SILK fibres in the paper. Unlisted.

(3) On #64t—Smooth calendered paper.

(4) On #64T—“THREB” for Three.

This Threb pseudo-plate variety is well known on the later war
period stamps. The knowledge we here gain gives us information
that one of the early plates with the variety’ had long and continu-
ous use.

The variety is a deeper entry of the transfer roll, entered
deeper than the other individual stamp units.

BOGUS PINK ON COVER

Finally and not the least of all: There has appeared in the past,
the true pink, although bogus “stamps” on cover.

Examination showed, certain individuals of very meagre stamp
knowledge mutilated an even rarer item to produce the forgery.

This was done with U. S. #64P, CARDBOARD PROOFS,
rarieties in themselves, because no more remain. The catalogue
only lists #64P on india paper. Now unknown on cardboard.

Collectors well versed in Proofs know that all the great collec-
tions of these were made abroad where leading and famous collec-
tors appreciated U. S. Proofs and Essays. In the breaking-up of
some of these proof collections #64P on cardboard reached the
bogus cover makers.

Of course, as proofs, even on such covers, they are beautifully
striking, all engraved lines sharp and clear.

Thinned-down, perforated with %th of the bogus postmark
covering the stamp.

At the end of this article I append an elementary listing chart
of the different color shades among all 3¢ 1861-1868 stamps; of some
importance to this Mock-Pink article.

There is a need, if some student would come forward and give
the hobby the results of such research (while supplies of dated
covers are still available) on the exact year date and length of use
for each of these shades among this 3¢ Civil War group of stamps.

ELEMENTARY COLOR-SHADES CHART

U.S. #56—3c (1861) Brown-RED, Premiere Gravure, not. relat-
ed to this article.
U.S. (#64P)—3c (1861) Proof, Pink on India. '
U.S. (#64P)—3c (1861) Proof, Pink on Cardboard (Mutilated).
Not catalogued as known on cardboard or by Essay-
Proof Specialists. With postmark. RARE.

U.S. (#64)—3c 1861, the Real, Pink on the early August paper,
so-called.
U.S. (#641)—3c 1861, the MOCK-PINK on same paper or cal-

endered paper. Also SILK PAPER.
(#640)—3c 1861, the NEAR PINK on the same early
August paper. The FUGITIVE shade specimen.
(#r64a)—3c 1861, the Rose Pink on the same early paper; the
New England pink or troublesome specimen.
#65—3c 1861, the so-called September and later printings:
Rose, Bright Rose, Dull Rose, Rose Red on the thicker
paper.
. #65—3c Brown Red, Pale Brown Red, Dark Brown Red.
later printings.
. #65—3c Dull, Musty, Washed-out inferior shades—a bottom-
of-the-barrel product; due to lack of proper dyes, in the
war period.

WS,
U,S.

U.S.

U.S. #74—3c Scarlet. Not regularly issued.
U.S. #79, (82), 83, 85, 85C, 88, 94 and sub-shades; the war was
over and stamp shades returned to Rose shades but

never again to the classic pink of the first 1861 print-
ings.

U.S. #66—3c Lake. Not regularly issueds

U.S. #104—3c Brown Red Re-Issue of 1875 but from the early

plate.

These technical struggles.of the stamp contractors for proper
ink dye pigments are also noted among Civil War Revenue stamps.

ness Islimited to the sale of stamps forothers than ourselves, on a strictly commission basis,our only interest lies
In securing the highest possible prices for the owner. If you are considering selling your collection or boldings
of stamps of any kind, let us handle them at auction for you, Immediate cash advances, up to $50,000.00,are al-
ways available, and desirable material can be depended upon to bring top market prices at our Sales.

HUGH C. BARR, Ivc. 38 PARK ROW NEW YORK CITY

Nesbitt, the envelope contractor, used Red and PINK colors
for the 3c and 6¢ envelopes, concurrent with the postage stamps,
during the war years, but after 1864 these colors were changed to

Brown and Purple. :
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ALGERIA—Sensi-Postal — A
15frt5fr deep emerald green
carries its surtax for Social Aid
for the Foreign Legion. The
picture is one of those rugged
adventurers who are supposed to
compose the famous Legion, and
in the distance a watch-tower
and palin-trees.

cummem
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COLOMBIA — Connnemora-
tive Postage — A small Sc dark
brown, green and violet brown,
carries the dates “1550-1950”
marking the 4th Centenary of
the Franciscans in Colombia.
The design of two Crosses and
two arms crossed within a
wreath, represents St. Frances
receiving the Stigmata.

Local Air Post—A medium-
size horizontal pictorial is a 5c
pale lilac, and is inscribed “COR-
REO EXTRA-RAPIDO”. The
picture is of a huge condor wear-
ing the Arms of Colombia as a
breast-plate as he flies inland
from the Caribbean. It is to be
used for local Air Post and will
speed domestic mail in this land
of great mountains.

ECUADOR — Postage & Air
Port — Two Postage and five
Air Post stamps somewhat be-
latedly mark the 5th Centenary
of Queen Isabella. The Postage
are upright with an appealing
young portrait of the Queen
against a tapestry backdrop and
the values are 30c black on
gray, 50c olive on straw. The
five Air Post in horizontal for-
mat carry a like portrait of the
Queen, but the background is
the facade of an old Church with
its nearby oratory. The values
are 60c dark green, 90c magenta,
1p black on tinted green, 2p
black on green, 5p on brown.
The stamps are small, perf 8%.

10% Discount on Orders over $10

Pl. Mt. Mt.Used

Blks.Blks. Sgl.Sgl.

C20-22 20-50c Clip. .12.25 6.48 1.61 .78
C23 6¢c Car, & Blue . .80 .64 .16 .03
C24 30c Trans.-Atl..10.00 3.90 .93 .27

C33-40 5-25¢  1947-
Plane: (8) ..., 11.00 9.19 2.35 .49
C53-40 5-25c

1947-
L I 6.24 3.80 .96 .34
C42-47 680c Airs(6) 9.67 7.46 1.91 .90
CE1-2 16c_ Sp, el.

ST () kv 2.50 1.76 .44 .25
QB1-4a 10-25¢ D.

Handling (5)...15.80 6.85 1.721.82
We are in the market to purchase U,
8. and Foreign in single items, Collec-
%?lnsh and Accumulations, Postage
Want lists filled. Catalog on request.

JOHN BALTER & CoO.
168 West 46th Bt. New York 36, N, Y.

J. AVERY WELLS, Editor

oreign New Issues

Box 30, Jackson Heights, Long Island, New York

snu Lazsr»

iib ﬁas.:au Bt

INDONESIA — Semi-Postals
— We have Volcanos in action
again, this time from Djakarta
(It used to be Batavia). There
are eight stamps and evidently
the surtax is for the sufferers at
Merapi. The values are 15s+10s
blte green, 30s*15s purple, 50s+
25s red, 7551255 ultramarine, 1r+
25s carmine, 2r+50s black, 3r+
1r, Sr+2.50r. The stamps are
crudelV printed, just a big steam-
ing volcano coming forth from
a lava mountain. Date of issue
was April 15, 1954, according to
the postmark

ICELAND—We are illustrat- °

ing the Hekla in action, “5 AU-
RAR” on 35a carmine rose de-
scribed last week.

JRAN — AVICENNA, IBN
SINA, 980-1037—Famous Ara-
bian physician was born at Buk-
hara, according to Columbia
Encyclopedia, and evidently his
life was lived many years in
Hamadan which is just south of
Teheran. The stamps are Semi-

Postals and there is an imposing
new Tomb which we shall like-
ly pay for. Upon the 50d+25d
green is a view of Hamadan. The
Irt%r brown give us the por-
trait of a great man. The 2%+
1%r deep blue seems to be the
.conical tower which is also a
part of the new Tomb. The 5rt+
2Y%r is the Old Tomb. Upon the

10r+5r olive is the new Tomb

of Avicenna.

ITALY — A 25L deep green,
issued April 24, marked a trial
transportation of mail by Heli-
copter from Milan to Turin.
The trial took place during the
32nd Milan Fair and the design
is the Milan Fair Challenge Tro-
phy for vertical flight.

NICARAGUA—UN Postage
— Issued on April 30th as per
schedule there have come a neat
series of five medium-sized
square stamps, all of circular
frame within the square and all
in shades of green. Designs are
variations on the UN insignia,
World Map, Nicaragua Arms &
Flags. The values are 3c, 4c, 5c,
15¢, Icor:

UN Air Post — There are
seven Air Post stamps, and these

(Continued on Page 165)

SALE JUNE 9, 10

United States
Foreign

A fine general sale. Ask for a cata-
logue today.

Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc.

5680 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 36
BT R A R )

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY

For 20 Years

we have supplied satisfied customers
by the hundred with
Fine Stamps at Fair Prices

A good portion of these have been
bought fromd our monthly Emerald
Lists, New lists for June are:

No. 133 Canal Zone

No. 134 Argentina

No. 185 Bolivia
20th century sets, mostly unused.
Canal] Zone list includes both used
and unused. The three for 3¢ post-
age or a years lists for $1, deducti-
ble from a $10 purchase.

HAROLD K. FREDERICK
Bex 4101 Carreoliten Station
NEW ORLEANS 18, LA.

BIG . (ATALOG,

" FREE' Pubhshed by world’s largest
\ » stamp firm. Hundreds of il-
| lustrations. Lists United States postage
| stampscomplete bxgvaluesxn packets;
amazing clearance sale bargains; com~
pletestampkits special offers; valusble
information; ete. Approvalsmcluded.

HARRISCO, 14 Transit, Boston 17, Mass.

ECUADOR MINT

555/5% .08 C80/ 88 1.80 C150 .09
558/09 .32 C 89/ 93 4.70 0151/55 2.00
C 1/ 7 535 C 99/102 148 C1 -2

C9-10-11 4.80 C103/05 1.80 C157/62 1.26
C27/31. .60 C106/ 09 225 C163/67 1.95
C32/ 8 1.25 C110 C168/72 1.25
C39 .06 C111/113 230 C173/76 .72

90 C114/ 16 1.05 C177/81 2.50

90 C117/ 21 1.50 C182/84 .22
1.10 C122/ 26 2.25 C185/88 .93
1.80 Ci127/ 30 1.09 C198/99 .85
1.65 C131/ 35 2.25 C200/01 .18
.06 C136/ 39 1.10 C202/05 .50
1.30 C140/ 46 1.00 C206/07 .85
C77/79 1.45 C147/ 49 .45 C210 .10
More In stock. What do you need?

UNITED STATES STAMP CO.,
840 BUSH STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIF. A
New 88-page Pricellst of Mint and
Used sets and singles from Aden to
Zanzibar now avalilable at 26c (de-
ductable from 1st order). Your

Wantlists for the British Empire
will be appreciated.

JOSEPH F. NEGREEN

Box M, &
Mass.

Great Barrington,
Breaking up a very fine,
specialized collection of

AUSTRIA

1850-1950

incl. LOMB.-VEN., OFFICES, etc.,
unused & used, on and off cover.

WANTLISTS & INQUIRIES
SOLICITED.

Please give references.

Westside Stamp Co.

P. 0. Box 1202, Gd. Central Sta.
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

C
CT73/76

OUR NEXT

MAIL SALE

will belheld in

JUNE, 1954
(Closing date for bids: June 18, at
noon)

United States and Foreign
6682 Lots

Unused and used, singles and sets,
something for everyone.

Illustrated Catalog free,
MERCURY.STAMP CO.

York 36,

New
MU2- 7106 & '2-6976

Telephones:

Try My Approvals

Individually tailored for you. State
size of collection, please, REFER-

ENCES

FRANK STERLING
Box 194, Edgewood, R. I,

I UNITED STATES

MINT SHEETS
8 sets of each avallable

Hugenot Walloon cpl. ...... 140.00
Lexington Concord opl ..... 85.00
TEPICHSOXE |- J\s Soarssialors aisse wiaiats ol 50.00
‘White Plains Miniature 21.00
National: Parks: ... sissesdsh .. 75.00
Famous Americans ......... 415.00
Iy W i S S, e = e S T 42.50
‘What other sheets do you need?
LEE STAMPS
Justin L. Bacharach
Box 292, Great Neck, N. Y.

TIME IS SHORT'

Make sure you rush your request for

the de-luxe auction catalogue of

The “de Coppet” Collections

to be sold on

Tuesday - Friday
JUNE 1, 2, 3, 4

Fine British Commonwealth, special-
ized Finland, German Offices and
Colonies, Haiti, Netherlands, and
Colonies, and General Foreign.

i
Tt R Harmer, Jnc

e magns A W YORC AT Y

32 EAST 57 th STREE
PLazo 3-
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
Amenican Philatelic 5004'61% Jnec.

ADOLPH STEEG, CHAIRMAN
lo48 Genesee Street, Buffalo 11, N.Y.

April 29, 1954

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
35 N. Ft, Thomas Ave,,
Fte Thomas, Kye.

Dear Stan:

Thanks very much for your kind co-operation in giving me your
opinion on that strip of three lc 1851 Type IIIA stamps and your offer to
give me any informaetion required. I note that you have adopted a stringent
rule to charge where an opinion of authentication on a cover is requested ,
but in the case of the strip submitted you was not making e charge because
I was not aware of the rule you recently put in effect, hwoever, that you
want me to know that the rule does not apply to me personally., Does this
imply that if in the future I should submit any further items to you that
heve come to me for an A.P.S . certificate that there will be no charge.

As I had stated in my previous letter I believed it would be an
imposition to ask you to pass on such items without some renumeration but
not knowing what your fixed charges are, do not know if the token fee would
be satisfactory.

Your reference to the large cash funds of the A.P.S. and its very
substanial income is a subject that I know backwards and forwards. I know that
many members feel as you do aboutf%ut when you enelyze the financial statement
you will see that most of the large cash funds are tied up in Trust Funds (1)
The Insurance-Fund for indemnification of losses thru the Sales Department
(2) The Life Membership Fund which not until recently was touchable but now is
being emortized to carry the Life Membership and (3) The Permenent Fund which
our old friend Gus Wilhelm tied up so permanently that its name is not a nis-
nomer, This Fund at the Milwaukee Convention was pegged at $30,000.00 and no-
body has yet come up with a good answer what it should be used for. However,
the interest on these Fundsigo to the General Fund, which, with the income from
dues and entrance fees are the only available fund to run the Society. Costs
have gone up so much during the past five years, the cost of printing the A.P.
has doubled, that I have been at times at my wits ends to meke ends meet in
spite of the raise in dues from $3.00 to $4.00 which should have increased to
$5.00. It cost $1.35 a member to run the Central Office and the net cost of
the A.P. is over $2.00 a member so there is little left to carry on the other
functions of the Society.

I often wished that the Society had a larger income to the General
Fund so that it could subsidize many worthwhile causes but with its limited
income cannot see where such is possible,

Hope I have not bored you with this detailed narration but thought
you may be interested to lkmow .

ith my kindest regards,

Cordially ;'ourwé



£ ok R May 31, 1954.

“Burralo 11, N.¥. oo

=

When your: of April 29th arrived, I ws extremely busy
rush job and I had to lay your letter aside for a
iter dete. ' wi

: By b
Again re - the examination of itams. As a special -
vor to you I will be glad to assist you oo any items so
‘will forget the subject of fees, but I request that you
it this as strictly confidential. '

Thanks so much for tho date on A.P.S. fncame, ete. I
‘totally uninformed and I am glad to have the Facts.

; With my best wishes -
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May 31, 1954.

Mr, Marcel Levy,
8 Fue Lagarde,
Paris, France,

Dear lMr. Levy:

Please pardon this tardy reply to yours of May 10th. 1 was tied
up with some very important mush work and I was compelled to lay aside
all correspondence which was not urgent.

Regarding your queries. The U. S.-British Treaty went into ef-
fect on Feb. L5th, 1849, Additional articles went into effect om
July lst, 1849, These later erticles pertained to carrying into ef-
fect the original treaty. No, it was not possible to may 5¢ on a
letter to Great Britain but on meil to verious ecountries beyond G.B,
and transmitted thru G.B., it was possible to pay 5¢ or 2 1l¢ - the :
former by British Packets, the latter by American Fackets. For example,
a letter to G.B, had to be fully paid or entirely unpsid. A pay of 5¢
would have been “"insufficlently reid" and thus rated as entirely unpeid.

o

Re - your query 1849-1857 - the 21¢ rate. Yes, thies rate was a part
of the U.S.-G.B.Treaty. It applied to meil carried to Great Britain by
- an American Packet and addressed to counbries beyond G.B. For example,
a letter to Holland - Belgium - with U.S. postage paid in the U.S. to
the British frontier. We see such letters marked "Paid only to England" -
that is, 5¢ U. S. internel plus 16¢ sea - paying only to the British
frontier, not beyond. The U.S.-British Treaty wes in effect from Feb. 15,
1849 to Dec. 31, 1867 inclusive. There were from time to time additional
articles but there was no treaty during the ebore period.

Re - the 21¢ paid by 1847 stamps. Off hand I do not recall such a
cover. I think such mail was paid in cash rather than overpaying 4¢ by
stamps. If I have ever seen a 21¢ rate paid by 1847 stamps I do not re-
call it. Payment by stemps wes not compulsory while the 1847 stamps were
current, hence it is doubtful if many people threw away 4¢ just for the

sake of paying by postage stamps.

I don't know whether I understood an additional query. Was it to the
effect, - are covers known with the 21¢ rate paid by 1851-1855 stamps.
The answer is yes, but they are not common, Covers from California with
the 5¢ '56 or 5¢ 1857 are extremely scarce, for that matter, the 5¢ 156
- used to California is also & very elusive item.

1 am wondering if I have answered all your queries sstisfactory? If

not please advise me.
With my kindest regards = Cordially yours,

(31-55)
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June 14, 1954,

Mr, Marcel Levy,
8 Rue Lagarde,
Paris, France.

Dear lir, Levy:

Yours of the 8th received. You are guite correct that covess to
foreign countries with postage stamps in the late forties and early fifties
are scarce - not so scarce in the middle fifties and more common by the
late eighteen fifties. I suppose the great bulk of correspondence was mail
paid by cash (stamplesa). While the mrepaygient of postage by postage stamps
on domestic mail became compulsory on Jen. 1, 1856, this did mt apply to
foreign mail. If you will glance back thru my Service Issues you will find
I emphasized on several occasions the desirability of covers to foreign
countries with 1847 stamps. This also applies to covers with the 5¢ New York.
Of course, the letter only paid the domestic postage but nevertheless the 5¢
New York stamps went to England, France and Austria. Any other foreign destina-
tions are exceedingly rare.

Covers fro@ California and Oregon to foreign countries prior to 1860 are
decidedly rare, and in the early fifties practically all such mail was in stamp-
less form - either paid or unpaid. I have never attempted to keep & record of
the earliest uses I have seen of covers with stamps alone. -

Re - mail to St. Thomas in 1851. There was no mail contract with the
Steamship Line that you mentioned but I suppose the Line did carry mail privetely
as "Ship Letters." On such mail, at that period the only postage payable was the
‘inland to port of departure - Mail could be sent in 1851 to St. Thomas by Brisish
Service, from New York or Boston Via Southampton, the rate being 55¢ per 1/2 oz.
This was the West Indies rate and included Guadaloupe, Hayti, Martinique, Porto
Rico, -5t. Croix, ete., etec. I suppose the postage was only to the frontier and
not to destinstion (Enternal included). I believe the above answers your query
if I heve ever seen any covers by the Line mentioned and not marked "Ship."

Re - Mail in 1856-1857 - Via the West Indies & Venezuela Steamship Co., I
have no recoftd thet the U.S. P.0.D. ever made a contract with the Company to con-
vey mail., If they did carry mail, it must have been hon-contract and treated as
“Ship Letters" with the only U. S. postage paid, that of the U.S. inland or
domestic, viz., to Port of departure. The 1857 P.,L. & R. quoted the following rates

to St. Thomas:
"By U.,S.Packet to Kingston Jamait@ .eeececcccscensseaslBy per 1/2 oz,

By Havana .‘......0.0................................I 34¢ 'per 1/2 oz‘"

I do not recall ever seeing a cover with either of the above rates,

I trust I have answered your queries satisfactorily but if not pleése advise.
With my kindest regerds - Cordially yours,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Thursday, June 3rd. 195L.
Mr. Stanley Be. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

‘This cover just came from Ez altho it was knocked down to
me last Wednesday week ago. He has just picked it up at Mercury. I am
mailing it to you at once and hoping it is 0.K. Ez's comment was just
"This is quite a nice cover."

As I wrote you please send it back to Ez if it is bad. But
hoping it is good I wish you to endorse it and return it to me registered
for its price to me $115.50. I will then send you my check for the postage
incurred and $5 for the endorsement. Also,dont you think this cover should
be folded as originally until mounted on a page. I see no reason to maileit
back to me spread out like it is. I only keep it in the form it came to me
in case you send it backe

Assuming it good, dont you think it a very rare thing? I have
never seen a cover with the Japan cancel on it that was goode.

N

Thank you from Dr Chew for the confirmation of what I
had told him about the 1¢ 1875 proof. He was not disappointed for I had
prepared him for your verdict. I also appreciate it.

In your letter you make one remark that puzzles me and I think
you may have me mixed up with someone else. You say for me to watch out
for the next issue of "Service" and reference to my Bermuda cover, a fact
I appreciate no end. Then you add this puzzler-

"Also lot #311 in the Fox 1¢ sale. Watch for that a$3o."
The 1¢ Fox sales of April and May show lots 311 as negligble
off cover items.

Sincerely,

-



June §, 1954.

Mr., Emmerson C. Krug,
' 3008 = 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear

Herewith the 2¢ 1869 cover which came lete this afternoon, too
late to get it back in the mail. I am pleased to report that it is okay
in every way, and on the inside I detailed a complete story regarding
1to i

In my opinion, I think it should be left just the way it is - open,
so that a person can see the complete rate and markings which would not be
possible if folded. Yes Em, I do think it is a rare cover, no doubt about
that. It is a "combination rate”™ - as I pointed out on the back. I have
seen such combinations from China and Japan Viz S.F. to Britain and France,
but this is the first thet I recall tp Prussia.. It does not seem that anyone
has monkeyed with it in any way. In the summer and fall of 1869 there ap-
parently were large supplies of the 2¢ and 10¢ 1869 at Hiogo. Yes, covers
are known that are good with the Hiogo merking. It is the off cover stamps
that have the fake Hiogo. '

I suppose by this time you have my June lst Service Issue and a full
explanation re - Lot ;-311 in the Fox l1¢ sale. I believe that vertical is a
very rare pair. 1 remember Bill Vest peid Ward something like $400300 for a
h.pair 4R1L - 5R1L. Do you remember the perf pair of 4-14 - from the Brown
sale (Ex-Chase) that Ward tried to sell you? Didn't I advise you not to buy
it? It had some defect and I thought Ward was trying to hold you up? That
is the way I seem to remember it? I note you thought Lot 311 in the Fox 1l¢
'51 sale didn't amount to much. Neinken was looking out the window and so
was Ezra - Somebody made a marvelous buy. 1 didn't think it was even worth
while to bid on it, as I thought it would go too high. Jacobs must have been
in attendance and overlooked it. I think Morris Forgang is now the owner.
It is not often there is such a bargain in a New York auction.

How did you like the write-up I gave your Bermuda cover?

I had a letter from Jere Barr today. He is only interested in
covers.

Regards.

Yours etec.,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Friday, May 28, 195L.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I just had a letter from Ez that he had bought for me the cover
at Mercury Stamp Co. that I teld you about, the cover from Japan with the
13- 2¢ 1869s on it for $110,00. I have never seen the cover but just the
photograph. Ezra did however. He will not go into town, he says, until
the Fox sale next Tuesday and unless Mueller sends it by mail he will not
pick it up and mail it to me until he does go in to town. But as soon as
I get it and before I pay off I will send it to you for authentication, you
may be sure. Then if its bad you can send it to £z for me and if good
photograph it if you wish and return it to me with an invoice for the work
on your parte

Marvin Acton, whom you know, bought an old time general collection
this past week. Just a low priced affair. In it was this 1¢ stamp. The seller
thought it a type I, but of course I told Marvin it was not, that I thought
it a proof. He bought on the basis of this being a proof, since he himself
does net even pretend to know the stamp. I think you will agree it is a
proof. But how do you account for the cancellation which looks however
to be genuine? Marvin asked me and I told him I would ask you if I am not
correct in my analysis that it is a proof.

I asked him did he wish me to register it and he said not, that
if a proof it was not worth the cost. So you need not register it on
réturn.

Sincerely,
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p SN H-R-HARMER, Inc. e

HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

PLAZA 3-6481 INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS
APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 32 EAST 57TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
PROBATE & INSURANCE : RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
== NEW YORK 22,N.Y.
DIRECTORS .
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. I. P RESInERT BOOS e IR CoLLFaTION

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

AIR MAIL

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 2nd
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue June
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1954

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

We are enclosing herewith a copy of United States 1851 1c on which we
would like to get your opinion.

It is evidently 6R from Plate I and we would like your opinion as to whether
it is Plate I early or Plate I late.

Your very early attention to this would be appreciated as we require the

stamp back urgently. Naturally if you will be good enough to submit your
bill at the time of returning the stamp, our check will be sent immediately.

With thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

" — Y, P2 S
(_//"M/(} 5 ‘-/'J/Mq

Herbert J, Bloch

HJB:E
Enclosure - Stamp

denl- Stawm P Dacl< WKeburn Mat)
. AR -SPECIAL DELINERY - L Wa s
" 6RIZ A Bhe @ —eur |nh
: ) iy '
At Pottom — No Fee — Nolete—

ALL STAMPjON OU?PF\‘EMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISIKS = =+ =« + » EMPLOYEES BONDED
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TELEPHONE
PLAZA 3-6481

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,
PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H. R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H'-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

32 EAST B7™ STREET
NEW YORK 22,N.Y.

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. |.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft., Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT " COLLECTION

8th
June
1954

This acknowledges with thanks the return of the item on which we requested

your advice.

I note that you have made no charge for this but would certainly request that in
future you do so, as under the present set-up, we are a little loathe to bother
you with items, whereas if you do make us an appropriate charge (which in
many cases,will be passed on to the vendor anyway) we would feel less un-
comfortable in requesting your advice,

With very best wishes.

BDH:E

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Director/

-

/

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

5=

EMPLOYEES BONDED
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ERSON STAIP @ng INC-:

COL. L, J. HEYMAN. A. U. S, RETIRED
A.P.S.=S, P. A, ETC,

o
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

438 SO. 5TH STREET

WABAsSH 9939

LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY

June 7, 1954

Stanley Ashbroock
P.0. Box 31
Fott Thomas, Ky

Dear Stanley,

We have heard that you would be able to travel agaln
soon and wondered if you could possible be our guest speaker at the
Philatelic Club of Louisville on July 8th at 6:30 P.M.? Same arrangemehs
as before; all expenses paid, gladly. Please let us know.

Also, T am enclosing a 1¢ 1857., which appears to be #6.,
Am T right or wrong on this? I enclose return postage and registration

With best regards to you and your family in which my
wife joins,

Sincerely you
La e



