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• Lester G. Brookman 
121 Loeb Arcad 
ELLI ......... apoli8 J Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Brookman: 

E. L. KEENAN 

9 ARDMORE AVENUE 

LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 

I have a l~ stamp at the 1851 series to whiCh 
I lIOuld like to call your attention. I bave read chapter 12 and 
18 or your book very carefUlly, and also Ashbrook1s book "The 
United Statea Ten Cent Stamp or 1855-1857 • 

I .. enclQ8ing a J:botoatat ot this • A 
description ot it is aa tol.lova. 

. 1. It is 1mpertorate • 

2. The illpr1nt. 111 Tappan, Carpenter Co. Bank ote, 
etc., not. Tappan, Carpenter .. r...Uear & Co •• and. 
the 1mprlnt 18 about 2 to th len or th stemp, 
not .3 It m1gbt be the m1aBing Plate Two lbich 

• Carpenter wrote to the owrnment. about. 

3. 'l'h side ornaments are cut away a in 'l'ype "'If. 
h. The lower r1gb.t band corner is the A· reliel • 

.5. Although very light th eurt'ed line oyer U. S. 
Postage is continuous fl'Olll the left to beJond 
the center or the stamp, and not broken in center. 

6. The. tr over the orus are not cut ort at the 
top but sho plainly. abov the numeralS} they 
are cut otr on the sides. 

1. The plate guide Una on the upper part ot the at 
(used to spot edg the relief roll) runs from th 
lett oval top line to the eenter ot the top line. 
It shows P~ on the s 1ts~U. 

8. Th st does not conform to anyone ot the Vpe 
ahOlin ither by yourself or • Ashbrook, but 
appears to sort ot a 1ng link. 



E. L. KEENAN 

9 ARDMORE AVENUE 

LANSDOWNE. PENNA . 

• ster • -2- January 2l~ ~95h 

ouid Uk your co ems. 

010 re 

cc - • ut B. sh roo 
~OO enry Court 
ort Th • ntueky 

P. S. - The white blot on the right side of the stamp is due to 
an imperfection in the emulsion cutting on the photostat 
negative. 



r. E. L. Keenan, 
9 rdmore A e., 

u.nsdowne, Penna. 

De- r r. Keenan: 

Jan. 28, 1954. 

It 
your letter to 
the favor. 

8 verry kind 01' you to ~ end me A copy of' 
r. Brookman enn I RjnoGrely Appr~c1~te 

I would like to see the im rtn 1j copy ~nd if 
thore is anything unusual ebo\lt it. I ill he elan to Ad­
vise you. If yO\ care to nand the copy to ~e by regis­
ter d 11 t Y ex 9nS8 I 111 return jt hout delay. 

Very truly yours, 

" 



E. L. KEENAN 

9 ARDMOR~ AVENUE 

LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 

Februar,y 1, 1954 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Thank you for your letter of January 28. 
It was a great pleasure to 'iri te you about this lO¢ 1851 
stamp. Being one of the recognized authorities on stamps, 
I am only sorry that the letter was addressed to Mr. Broolanan 
and not to you. I am sure that the young lady who wrote it 
did not recognize the seniority. 

I am enclosing the stamp and would greatly 
appreciate your looking at it and ~iving me your opinion. 
It could be that this is a Type V, but it seems to me that 
the margins are too large for that, particularly the margins 
adjacent to the imprint, - to me at least Who finds it as 
an imperforate stamp. 

You ~ keep the stamp as long as you 
want to make whatever studies you would like. I do not 
think that any of the rest of us can do too much for a 
gentleman Who has been so active and well thought of among 
philatelic enthusiasts. I remember very well how much 
'Gene' Klein thought of you. He was one of my very dear 
friends and got me interested in stamps originally, but 
I know this is true also of all other men who really like 
stamps. 

Enclosure 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
p. O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Very truly yours, 

7 

~~tM 
E. L. Keenan 



E. L. Keenan 
9 Ardmore Ave. 
Lansdowne, Pa. 

225520 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

/ 
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J!'eb. 5, 1954. 

Mr. E. L. Keen n, 
'J Ardr.lore ve. , 

Lansdo me, Pa. 

Deer r. Keenan: 

Herewith I em returning the ramp contained in yours of the 1st. 
I regret very much to state that 'this is a trimmed copy - perforotions re-
moved - of the lO~ 18.57 - Type V. s yoo a re aware, the Type V stamps 
ell come from Plate 2 dlich wos not made until 185~ end 110 stamps from the 
plate were ever issued 1n perforated oondlti0n. Because Us copy is with­
out any value I om not retum~ng it by registered mall . 

Thanks very much for yoor kind ~rd8 regarding my philatellc 
eotivities. Yes. the late Gene Klein n,s quite e good friend and I knew 
him well for many years. He wes alvJays mat co-Operative in assisting me 
in sny way he could in my researoh ork. I Rot eed recently that his widow 
possed eway soon after the turn of the year. 

I ha ve kept In toue h thru the y8fl rs V"i th the1r da 
who is the wite 01' Dr. :1. • Hertz 01' }·ow York C1 ty, who i 
thusiris ic colleotor end philatelio student . Mrs. Hertz 1s 
father's work on the Pecket cover. 

Sinoerely yours. 

hter. Delores. 
qui te an en-
e arry ing 0 n her 

• 



... 
INVOICE 

Enclosed please find stamps listed below 

Item Value Kept 

3 Ic '57's off cover 

service. 

"ith my kind regards 
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r. Samuel C. Peige, 
45 Bromfield St., 

Boston 8, 8S8. 

Def:lr r. Paige: 

Feb • .5. 19.54 • 

Hero Ith by roturn mail the items as 
per yours of the ,3rd. 

I am ch rging you Q fee 01' j.50 plus 
return postage. 

it h regDrds. 

Sincerely yours, 



Februa ry 10, 1954 

Mr. Stanley ~.Ashbrook 
33 J.~. Ft. ThotnCl S Pve. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

~lease find enclos ed my chec~ for 
~4 . 12 covering your fee for the l es t 
bit of expertizing you did for me. 
r a.m also returning the 10c 1851 togeth er 
with another simila r one which just 
turned up in another collection, as 
I thought you might be interested in 
comparing it. 

Trust you will look over my sale 
catalog carefully when it comes as 
there may be some items in it which 
you will wish to examine. r am quite 
proud of this next auction. 

With my best regards, as always 

Sincerely, 

~E?"':'r-
Samuel C. Paige 
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r. Samuel C. Paige, 
4.5 Bromfield St., 

Boston 8, OS8. 

Dear r. Paige: 

Feb. 1.5, 19.54. 

Yours of the loth roceived 1'1ith check for 4.12 for mich 
plesse accept my thanks. 

The secend (X)py of tho lOti 18.5.5 is eVf:n more of a 'lashed-out 
appearancilt than too first one. Even the postmark looks weuhed rut and 
faded. In the '?I'int1nv., a piece of paper may be too dry to pick up 
all the ink from a steel or coppor plato and a dry print io tho result 
which has white blank spaces but I doubt if any dJ:y printo would be 
quite like these tv«) copies. 

I em enclosine; e similar copy from my refe:oenoe ~ llection. 
I suppose I have had this st p for at l'ost 30 yers. It a1 ays ir1-
pressed me as unlike an engraved st p but rather rore" like a surface 
print , though I think the lines flre a bit too sharp for a l1thogreph . 
The paper seems thinner and di tterent from the regular stamps. " 

I OCluld plate your first copy_ 

The postmark on my stamp r.lay be n oshifl.cton . " 

ith kindest .egarde -

Cordially yours , 

, 

. " 

• 

, 



., 

~r. btnnler D. Ashbroo~ 
33 N. Ft . ~homes Avenue 
Fort Thorn? s, i\entuc1{y 

Lec.r ·'r . Ashbrook: 

Eebru. ry l ~ , 1954 

Tnanl;: you so rnuc_. for yClJ_r let~e:> of Fe brua ry 15th en­
closing ;) co;y of t lOc 1851 out of your reference 
oollect~on for ~e to see. 

1 certrin ~y ~gree thu~ these stamps looked wrshed out 
ond faded but .4. C.J..1l!O t believe tha t f [ ding is the 
?nswer as , olmost alv,oys , f.?ding causes p[.per to beco.le 
changed and , in the CDs e of these stEmps , the pEper looks 
normal as does the c ~ncell~tion . I am mo~e inclined to 
<.:gree 1J:it}'1 you"" t}'1€ory th?t the p' per probably 'IiYtS dry 
resulting in ~hRt ~e C 11 2 dry print . 

A t any ra te , I suppos e you ha --e fo une. ? s ha ';r It \.' a t the 
longer I live the less I '~nov~ abollt 'ta~ip s ~nc. h:~rdly 
& wee~{ goes by but v. t some inter( fting ne,' angle 
presents itself . I shrl ll put one of thes,' cOJ,;ies into 
my QV,n reference collect ion :-nd C:1: te-! ted to o:'fer the 
other in one of my auctions next seDson . It '1light very 
possibly be a v ' ricty which a s eciulist Tdou~d enjoy 

Member owning , don ' t you think .... 
A . S . D. A . A . P . S . 

U S . ENVELOPE SOC I ET Y 
COLLECT ORS CLUB OF N . Y . 
U . S . CANCELLAT ION CLUB 

3 c 5 1-57 UNIT 
R . I. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
NEW BEDFORD STAMP CLUB 

\;111 e sending you 
1st EL~ , ~ s ~ vote 
inspection reQuests 
v~ 1"'y bert refrrd c , 

my next C'uctl on C __ talog c ouna i~lar ch 
you earlier, ~ould app-rcia e .~; 
:lOU mc:y c.?re to ~end me . hitn..ny 
salVi i3Y S -

I:oince '"el '- , 

~~ . 
S[lmuel c. p~ 



I 

r. Samuel O. Paige, 
4.5 Bromfield ';t., 

.00 ton 8, .. s. 

De r r. P i . . 

ab. 22, 19.54. 

au s of th ... 8th received Ith L tun:. ot' the 
lO¢ 1855. I am sending this copy to r. PM lip Rust, who, 

a you are doubtless aware, 1 vory r.ruch 1ntoreot d in the 
lO¢ 185.5. I th €'ht he would like to .0 t .1 .• lother un-
u u 1 rlety; ana:l you put 0 of yo r copi 8 in 'our 
s le. I ill call his tt tlon to it. 

You ar quite right, t longer I om in thl a e 
the ore convinc d I an ho v ry 11 tlo I kno~. Y aT 3 eg 
I thQught I 1-: " 11 the nIlS' ra, but t o· EJ ne 
tellC! me I m \'1"Onp, I d 't rgue b . use I kno\'! t e chance8 
are t t ho 1s probobly ri 

Ith regar a -

Oordially yours, 

• 

I 



F 
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r. Philip G. Rust, 
Route 5, 

Th Bsville. Goo 1'618. 

Dear r. Rust: 

H re 1s 8 lOIt 18.55 that I haTe md in my ref.r noe 
ollectlon for many years. It 1s quito p oulior looking 

speoimen and 1n s e respoots it loots oro like a ourfooG 
print t n en eng:revln g. Reoently Scm Palge sent mo, tor Q 

look , two similor copios VIi th the inquiIY if' I tho ~ht they 
ere unusual and any sp oiol variety. I bdl1evo the!Jo thro 

were the only on B I ha e ever ooted. This papor GOe08 

quite d .f'ferent from he regular grade. 

It .,Jas my opinion thut this \'/ s sam sort -of a 
chan ling - by whioh I mean, it 188 not iiks thi f) when printed, 
but after eting the Pelee oopies, I wonder? 

• 
At any rate , I thou ht the 'variety" might be of' 

passing interest to you . You oan r-otum Brune at your oon­
veni nc • 

'lith best v:lshea -

Cord1ol1~r your • 



· .., 

PHILIP G. RUST 

WINNSTEAO PLANTATION 

THOMASVILLE, GEORGIA 

Feb .2L~th.195L~ 

hr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
::ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear I',iI'. Ashbrook: 

That peculiar loo'dng 10¢' 1855 is at hfind, 
and Itm iTIUch obliged to you for the chance to examine it. I 
have one myself,but it is not such an extreme case as your's. 
I now have the last 'word in stereoscopic binoculars (Bausch 8: 
Lomb). The third dimension just climbs right out and slaps you 
in the face .The average engrav:it.tg looks as though it ""ere mould­
ed uith putty and magnificationbfrom lOX to 120X. Consequently 
bear in mind that any connnents t make are vlith the aid of this 
instrument. 

only on 15-20 

First, the FACTS---

1. The appearance is flat, like a surface print. 
2. There is a third dimension,but it appears 

diameters magnification. 
3. The color tends to be liehter than normal; 

also yellov7er. 
LL.These seem to occur about once in every 100 

copies. (I have an '''all relief;yollr 's is IIb. 1I 

5.In the copies I've seen there has been a 
launderine in each case;the india ink of the cancellation has 
become a light gray?l 

6 . The paper appears IItighter" . There was not 
as much light transmitted thru the stamp as a regular . 

7. Onsoaking my specimen in water ;it took about 
10 minutes to wet thru. This is siGnificant--looks like a casein 
coating or impregnation. 

8. Your specimen soa ced up vlater in more nor­
mal fashion;but sloVler,nevertheless. 

Second, the OPIlITOUS---

1. ~xcept for paper differences the whole bus­
iness could have been caused by a batch of in.;;: having :.:UCH less 
than normal piCl'lent;and thinner in consistency. 

2. I C-... t-llost sure the stamps are not for~er­
ies ;the rl1.a.r'):inss are perfect. 

3. I feAl sure that there nas some experm .... en­
tine soin3 on---casein coating, diff erent ink r:lixes, etc. ,mether 
this was done with the boss's permission,or not is ~teriali 

This all brin0s fascinating s(u~,and one 
,"lhich is 'lilOrthy of discuusion in your service. runely t 1e appear­
ance of stamps cleaned 100 years ago for re-use,as compared to 
some of the funny-loo'dD modern cleaning jobs to make a war 
sc~re veteran ~9PAar l ke 



I 
4 

, 

2. Ashbrook 2/2~/54 

it had been vac \Urn pac .:ed 
end _{ept in a d rk place. 
ment nares the stamp loo'r 
ferrine nO'f,to l:;he ~bssau 

in the post o~fice that lonG ago, 
:i.-eedless to say, this type of treat­
li:ee "'That the cat drug in --I ':n re-

t ~rtists' labors. 

11 these queer lookine; thincs that come to your atten­
tion,that are ~or sale,l~d like to aquire for my studies.~o, 

s:beer I ei.TI. my ..... ray i~ you can. 

Thanks aeain ~or the chance to exru~ine this. I ru~ en­
closing it herevrith. 

Sincerely yours, 



i 

{ 

· rch 7 t 1954. 

r . uel C. P 1ge, . 4, Bromfield .t., 
Booton, as. 

De r r . Faige: 

I sent my peculiar 100'1 lO¢ 185.5 to a friend of mine and in­
f rm d him th .. et a oimll r copy '0 coming up in your ~le of prl1 9th. I 
thought you ould be int r sted in hi reply so I am quoting it ~s follows: 

"That peculior look1ng lO¢ 1855 1 ot han, nd I'm much obl1ged 
to you for the chance to x mine it. I h: va one my elf , but it:l not such an 
extre~e Cose as yourts. I n h ve th last rd in ster.eoscopic binoculars 
{Bausch La b} • • he third dimension just climbs ~lght out and 81aps you in 
the faoe . The average engraving lOOKS AS though it were moulded with ut ty ~lnd 
oegnlficotion 1s from lOX to 120X. COIlRequently beRr. in mtnd thet ny OOI'll! ent s 
1 make are Mith the a1 d of' this inst ru nt • 

Firat, the F CT8---
1. The appearance 1s flat , liko a surf C8 print . 
2. Thare is a th1rd dimenslon , but it appeArs only on 15- 20 diameters 

l'Iagnlficati n . 
3. The color 
4 . These se 

"a" rellef ; your's is "b. " 

19ht then mrlll8l; 0100 yello er e 
occur about once in evnry 100 copies. (I h8ve an 

, In the 00 ies I've seen there has been a laundering in AAch CAse; 
the india ink 0 the cancellation has become a light gray? 1 

6. The paper a pears lit! terti. ThAT', was not 8S much 11ght trans­
mitted thru the st8lllp 8S 8 regular . 

7. On soaking my sneclmen ih water; 1t tooK about 10 minutes to wet 
thru . This 1s s1gn1f1cant--looKs like A CRSe in co~t1ng or impregnation. 

8. Your specimen soaked up ~ atar in more normal fAshion; but s10 er, 
nevertheless . 

Seoond , the OP1NIONS---
1 . ~xcept for ~aper differences the wf~le business could have been 

cuused by a batch of ink having UCI less than normal ple:ment; and thinner in con­
sistency . 

2. I am aI.ost sure the stamps. r6 not forgeries; the mAr !ngs are 
perfect . 

3. I feel sure tho t thAT, v.; 8 some ex erir:.enting going on---caseln 
co ting , different 1nk mixes, etc~ hether this was done ith the boss's permiSSion. 
or DOt i s immaterlaU" 

(unquote) 

Sincerely yours , 



MAURICE JAMET 
tim b res anciens 

10, Rue d'Alg e r 
PARIS 1~ 

~ Opera 99-46 
C. C.P. PARIS 4483-SI _ R.C.SEINE 819.181 

De ar l\,r ~l\Bh brook, 

december 12th. 

Paris, the 9th of January 1 954 

Mr Stad.ley B. ASHBROOK 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
J CRT THO?,IAS, Ky 

(Btat~-Unis) 

I thank you V&ry much for your letter of 

Will you ple~e accept my moat .sinuere wishes 
for a happy new ye ar • 

Thank yo ufoI' JO ur agreement of principal 
for the eventual publication in lIff magazine, of ~ome of your 
Qhilatelic artioles, provided I 8haLl write to you to inform 
you of my choice amonbst them, and of your definitive agreement. 

I send you by ,separate mail, two covers for 
~\ hich I ~hould be glad. that .fou .send me separate certificates. 
For the oover bearing a pair of the 1351 10 Cents, I think they 
:are type I and IV .se-tenant, the type IV beeing the 86 LI. I 
~hould_ be very glad to have your estimation of the real value 
of this item. I thank you very much in advance. 

In my december ~ale, N.cr Hill obtained a few 
lots. Of oourse, I have aocepted that you examine them before 
he pay s thelL. They oome from the G!r nier correapondance in which, 
as you know very well, there were a lot of f orged covers, but 
there were alao some genUine, and I think it is the case for this 
one. 

I remain, 
Awaiting the ple asure of your next letter, 

Yours fat thf ully, 



MAURICE JAMET 
tim b res anciens 

10. Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1 ~ 

.. Opera 99-46 
C.t.P. PA~IS 4'83'61 • R.t.SEIN£819.1S1 

POUR :;AP 'RTISE.-

Pari.:' , Ie 7 Janvier 1954 

HI:' Stanley B. ASHBROOK 
P.O . Box 31 
33 N. Ft Thom~ Avenue 
.1!'ORT THO lAS ( Ky ) 

(stats-Uni a) 

Une 1ettre d'~tat3-Unia aveo une piece du N0 7 (Yvert) 
obI. Seneoa, a cete 2AID 10 en rouge, et U. Statea en 
noir dana un do uble a.emi-cercle ferme. 
Le timbre est bord de :f6.1ille a. gauohe Frs:lO.OOO.-

Une lettre des Etata-Unia aveo une pai.re vertiaia du 
N°7 (Yvert), obI. PeorIa en noire A cOte oachet rouge de 
New-York et petit cachet a date frangaia, rouge, Outre­
lVler Le Havre 15.000.-
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Mr. Maurice Jamet, 
10 Rue d tAlgor, 

Paris lor, France. 

Dear lr. Jamet: 

Jan. 1,5. 19,54. 

I am in reoeipt of your registered letter c£ the 9th and elso your 
eir latter f1t.he 7th. 

The tm covers a rri ved safe and before r ... turning t hem I vou Id like 
to inquire 'r they are for sale and if so , et what price. 

I oan 8::>sure you that b:lth Are genuine in ever:t" respect. The cover 
to Canada contains 8 left roeet marBin of the lO¢, 1855, Type II. 

'.Lila otller cover shows t ha 20¢ rote to }I'rnnce by the havre Line 
(Arerican P cket) in 4arch 18,56. Tho stamps aid tbe JX)Siage to the French 
fr ntier ond i decimes wore due from the addresse for the h'ench internel. I 
merely mention theBe fe tureu to SlO"1 that ell ines ore in accord. 'The pair 
o sta"fnps «re what we cali e "combiIlFJtion" of Typ s IV and I . The top stamp 
is, (as y u stated) a ~ype IV , plate position 86T~l t and the llottom stamp is a 
~ype It 9611. AA you .are a~are these t~) positions were the only ones on the 
plate that gave such a cor.:bin ti('n in 8 pair. 

I note that you would like to h8"e my opinion as to the value of 
these tv-o \lovers. I am always pleased to express an opinion OU t:.t8mps or covers 
but always deoline any expression on values. Everybolly has 0 different idea and 
on that subject I 8M no ~uthority. If the COVerl ore not tor sale , kindly 
advise me whether you Inj sh me to sign theM on the uack a s genuine . 

Up to thl!> wri tlng I have not hoo nl fran r . Hill reg rding 
purcLoses 1n your Deoemb(;Sr sale. I belitlve he intenc.ts to depart for tbe 
Contineht at an early date • 

• y k1ndest regurds . 

~incerely yours , 

-
, 

I 



MAURICE JAMET l' ari ;', the 4th of fe bTu ary 1954 
timbres anCIens 

10.Rue d'Alger 
PARIS 1~ 

~ opera 99-46 
C.c.P, PAI\IS 1.483'6t R.C.SEINE. 819.181 

Jtr "'tanley B. ASHBROOK 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N. • Thomas Ave., 
'B RT THOMA.S, Ky 

(~tat s-Unis) 

Dear Ashbrook, 

Thank you very much for yo L.Ir' letter of january 15 . 

I apologize for the long delay of reply, but I was 
in the expectative about a nice oollection of U. S. from which I first 
:-ent you the cover you reoeived te aring the pair of the 10 cents . 

I finally made an agreement with the 00 llector, and 
I 2hall have the collection on Bale in my next auction 2ale, at the 
end of maroh or beeinning of apri 1. I an very f'orry to say that the 
oover you have in hand i2 not to be sold now, but only in my next 
:-ale. Of oourBe, I shall send you a catalogue . 

In a few days, I shall send you other oovers belongin 
to the same colleotion. There are some very interesting items, and I 
.:-hould be very glad if you co uld ai gn them and ei ve me oome explana­
tions about them. I think they are all genuine, but if I am wrong I 
2hould be very happy to have the opportunity of learnine sorrething . 

of put ting them 
of the covers I 
and I thank you 

I would have appreoiated your estimations, in view 
in my oatalogue. If you have an idea of the value 
am pending you, I f"houJii be very grateful to have it, 
very much in ad v ~:lnoe. 

Concerning the cover be aring a 10 Cents green, sheet 
margin, I had it in stook and I sold it lately. I always counsel my 
cu5tomer-' to take your advice for the U.S.A. items they buy. It oan 
only be a good thing and stp :-ome unsorupulous seller~. If you are 
well known here 8:- an opponent of Zareaky, I am sure it could stop 20me 
:-windling • 

Awai ting the pleasur e of your 

Sincerely 

next m~il' I emain, 

yours~ A' 

f{A,{Nv~­/~ 



j.... ouriee J 
10 u d t 

P ris 
r. 
r. l'rnnce. 

De r r.;r at: 

ith I am r tu the t 00 vers that you 
nt otc or;; u ry '1th 1 st. I have ondor d 
ch one on bock . y fee for th t 0 is , . 00 . 

1 re1'use to expr su opinion on clues rut 
in thl c s I ill mait' an exception. If th so t. 00 cov ro 
'ore off red 1n.·e· Yor' auction. I beliove thot the sine1e 

,. ould brtn epproximot ly ,50 . 00 ond tho air 150 . 00 . e-
COllS the lvtt r 1s out l'Othe,r close it m r:ht not rcnl1z 80 

hi 8 rieure . 

Ii 11 ue lOB sed to eX81'11n ny'u her 1 tam that 

you C8 Te to send . 

I mi t odd that covers aho 1 0> th 20<:' rete to 
~rBnce a Quite uncorrmon . 

~y klndeot regards • 

uinceroly y urs . 



.. , 
A Type II - from Plete 2 - Positions 8lR2 - 82R2 - balls added to the scrolls 

and painted in severel olaces - cancel cleaned • 

B A Type II - i'rom a bottom ro. posit ion wi th Type I features "painted" balls 
and full curves added. 

e Ty~ IV stamp from top row Plate One late - Painted at top end oottom -
a poor job 

D F" Relief 9lR4 - Type Ie - uncatalogued -a very 1'ine example of this type -
See shbrook Vol. I, page ?36 - Fig. 2QJ which illustrates this position 9lR4 
From bottom row right pane - Plate 4. 

E "E" Relief - Type Ie - uncatalogued 
illustration of e similar stamp 

See Ashbrook Vol. I - page 237 - for 

F This was a Type III - Painted and converted into a 'l'ype IA - 'l'hls is an "F" 
Relief from the 6th row of Plate 4 - right pane - Plate osition 59R4 

G 

H 

I 

See Ashbrook Vol. I - pa ge 242 - Fig. 2QV - for a drawing 01' 59R4 and ig. 20W 
on pFlge 243 for a photoeraph of 59H4 

Type I 
PI. 2 
"A" Relief 

Type II 
Plate 4 
Top row only 

Type II 
Plate One Early 
"R.'! Relief 

Type II 
PI. 2 
IIA" Relief 

'l'ype II 
Plate One Early 
"B" Relief 

Small Boston PR.ID in grid 

J Type II 
Erasure made e t bottom to produce break in bottom line 
to convert s T, amp from a Type II to a Type I Ill\. 

K This strip wes Type IV - Erasures made of top and bottom lines and some 
pa int work - This strip came from 36LIL - 3'1LIL - 38LIL 
See Ashbrook: Vol. I - page 160 forillustI'$Jtion of these positions 

L Type I.V 
From Top Row 
,ight Pane 

Plate One Late 
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22 EAST 35 TJ:I STREET 

NEW YORK 16. N.Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3- 5GG7 

Fe bruary 3, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Jibrt Thomas, Ky. 

Dear S:ban: 

I take the liberty of enclosing some l¢ 
18518 from the Luff Collection together with the 
notes appended to them. I would apprecia te your 
comments thereon. I am at present engaged in 
rearranging the Luff U. S. as a reference collection 
ratbar than that of a catalogue edi tor. This will 
make it easier to use fOr expertizing as all the 
pertinent material will be together. 

wsbll 
encl. 

With best wishes, I mn 

Sincerely yours, 

JiOUNDAT ION 



• • , 

· · • 

• 

'l'be Philatelic oundat on, 
22 .l!o8flt 35th St., 

No York 16, .Y. 

A ttan tion: Ii.r. : • ' . Hor.,gs 

Dear V.m: 

Here itt the One Cent 18.51 as per yours 
of the 3rd ith 1\111 notations on each. This 1s 
tho big est lot 01' faked One Cent th t I have 

en in long timo. Years ago there 88 a lot 
or paint jobs and eraoure co ie3 but we don't seo 
much any ooro - pe Ii18Pf3 t e most t.hllt tums up is 
c loaned i th fake gum "Illd oeco alonally a repert! 

My k1ndeot regards . 

Cordially yours , 

.. 







BEN E. RUTMAN 
2087 Pinehurst Ave. 

St. Paul 5, Minn. d 

-J--dv K, / 'If 7 



Mr. Ben E. Rutman, 
2087 inehurst ve., 

St. Pau1.5, inn. 

Dear r. Rutman: 

ab. 11, 19.54. 

Herewith I am returning the 3¢ 1869 oovor containod 
in yours of the 8th. I made a very c!lre1U1 exar.tlnat1o!l of 
this J~eatand in my opInion, this 3~ stenp ~ 18 not originally 
used on this envelope. 

I believe if you will examine the stamp carefully. 
you will find that 1t bad a block oonceletlon before the blue 
was applied - further the blue ink on the tmp 18 diffe:ent 
from that or the postmark . Evldont1r BOflu,one removed a 
stamp, possibly B 3¢ 1861. 

Inc1dentally, the yeer logo 1s not legible end the 
only reason to infer 1 t might be 1869 1s the presence of 0 3tJ 
1869 stamp, so the year could have been very ~uch eorlier and 
surely wes. 

There ere no roco ros that I have ever h~)a rd of to in­
dioate any of the 1869 stamps loro bODt to any post offlces 128 

early a8 February of 1869. To assume thtlt any wpp_ies wore 
sent that early to sot!'le smell Miohigan Post Office BOomS DDot un­
likely. One -wonders why a parson lould l emove, say a 3¢ 1861, 
an substl tute a 3¢ 1869 on a cover such as this. lust monkey­
business, no doubt. 

There 1s no fee tor the above. 

Sincorely youre, 



• 

Mr. James B. Hatcher, 
~ Scott Publications, Inc., 

580 Fifth Ave., 
New York 19, N.Y. 

Deer Ml'. H: tcher: 

Re - E8rly date 3~ 1862. 

Feb. 11, 1954. 

On June 4th, 1952, you eddro8oed a lettftr to Mr. Ben E. Rutman 
of 719 Marshall Ave •• St. Paul 4. inn., regarding 8 covor With 8 ') 1- 1169 
end seemingly used from some town in lUohlPflll on nrch 1. 1869. You 
su~eBted to the armer that he submit the covor to r::e. • 

I am sure you will be interested to loor.D thet he sent the 
cover to me this \\'8ek lUld in my opinion, the 31- stamp was not used original­
lyon thi 5 cover. Apparently salloons reroved a f1t~mp, 1")oesibly a 3rt 1861 
and 8ubstitu~ed a 3¢ 18690 The year dat looke like 186? and the only 
re8son to suspect it was 1869 i8 the presence or the 3¢ stoop. I fJuppoae 
the envelope could have boen used a8 early e 8 1861. 

One wonders why some people do such things. 
\ 

Wi th regards -

Sinoerely yours, 



SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

PlAZA 7-4883-4.5 

Mr. Stanley B.Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

580 Fifth A..,en~ 
New York 36, N. Y. 

GORDON It HARMER, P,,,,iJmt & T,.,....,er 

February 15, 1954. 

-

Thank you very much for sending us the report 

on Mr. Rutman's allegedly early-date cover of the 3¢ '69. I am 

glad he did submit it to you and that you were able to put the 

finger on its fraudulence so easily. 

Sincerely, 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

~e,t\J~ 
James B.Hatcher 

JBH:lbf 

PUBLISHERS OF SCOTT'S MONTHLY JOURNAL 
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February 5th, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 

FORTY-N INE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y. 

E. N. Sampson sent the enclosed cover to me. He wants $45.00 for it. I 
think: the price is high. The reason for my interest is because I have 
never seen the use of the 10¢ stamp to Denmark. In fact, I never remember 
seeing a l¢ 1851 or 1857 used to Denmark. What do you think about it? 

I am enclosing herein a check for $5.00 to cover back and forth postage 
for the last few months, and I would also appreciate your sending me about 
ten plating cards. 

I received the block this morning, and the face of it looks lovely. I 
also received the photographs from plate 7, but I haven I t had a chance to 
look at them yet. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

MORTIMER L. NEINKEN 

MLN:HL 
ENG. 



, 
Mr. ortimer L. Neinken, 

49 .est 23rd St., 
ew York 10, N. v. 

Dear Mor~: 

ab. 11, 1954. 

Herewith the cover to enl!mrlc as per yours of too 5th. Of 
course, covers to orway, Swed n end Do~rk ~re vort scarce, and I 
suppose this onA would es ec1011y appeal to a collector of Oalifornia 
items . A cover fram Oalifornia to Dannerk ao early ss 1859 is un­
doubtedly 93orce. This ent by Brer.18D or Homburg rna11 end the rate 
is O. K. Thesa are the good points. The cover 1 s not pretty and the 
New Yom postlll8rk 1s very faint . I don't beHeve thiEl 1'/ould be B good 
investment 45. 00 . I don't believe 1t "wld bring such 0 prioe at 
auction, still it might. Numeral cancels on the 10¢ Bre darn un­
ususl as you ell know b~t are they worth $20 . 00 each? 

Thanke very l'!1Uch for the check for 5. 00 . 

I am sure you Till be pleased to kno1'l that lcBsup sont me 
the old Ohase cover with the block of ton of the l¢ 1 57 which we 
f1 red was lL7 - 5L7 - llL7 - 15L7 . I am to ay making a photograph 
and will send you a print later. 

1th regArds -

Yours etc • • , 
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Dear Stan: 

Just so you can protect yourself, 
in case you should be offered some of these 
items, I wan ted to c all your attention to 
the fact that a sUbstantial quabtity of Tracy 
covers is on the market with forged post­
marks . I have been offered quite a number 
of these , 2u of them in fact , of which no 
less than 16 are definite counterfeits, and 
two a ddi tional ones are somewhat doubtful. 

These are all different, on dif­
ferent types of stamped envelopes, and while 
some of them bear only Tracy hand stamps of 
various towns, others bear the Tracy mark­
ings in connection with Wells Fargo post­
marks . 

These are offered by a mamber of 
the APS and the Western Cover Society. I 
am returning the entire lot to him, having 
photographs made of them, so that they will 
be on record. If you would be interested, 
as soon as the photos are ready, I would be 
glad to send you a set so that you can per­
haps reproduce them for your own records. 
I Vlould want the originals returned to me. 

£ 
YOU ~AVE A FRn;ND IN T~E BUSINESS S.P.A 



Fortunately, the fakes are not too well 
made, and they can easily be told by the 
differences in the formation of the let­
ters, as well as the in~ used. In ad­
di tion to the mark1ngs themselves being 
faked, several covers on United States 
stamped enve lopes exist with the frank 
itself also forged. I just wanted to 
let you know. 



Shrub Oak, N.Y. 
Feb. 19.54. 

Dear Stan: 

~ust so you can protect yourself, in case you should be 
offered some of the se it ems, I wanted to call your attention to the 
fact that a au bstantial quantity of Tracy c overs is on the nerket 
with forged postmarks. I have been offared Cluite a number of these, 
24 of them in feet, 01' which no less than 16 are definite counterfeits, 
and two addi ti onal ones are some 'Ibat doubtful. 

These are all different, on different types of staMped envelopes, 
end whi le oome of them bear only 'l'recy hend stamps of' va rious towns, others 
bear the Tracy I113.rkings in connection with ells Fargo postmarks. 

These are offered by a member of the APS and the Western Cover 
Society. I am returning the entire lot to him, having photographs lT1ade of 
them, so that they ill be on record. It you would be interested, as soon 
as the photos are ready, I would be glad to send you a set so that you cen 
perhaps repro du ce t rem for your own records. I waul d want the originals 
returned to me. 

Fortunately, the fakes are nat too well made, and they can easily 
be told by the differences in the format ion 01' the letters, as well as th e 
ink used. In addition to the IlBrkings themselves being faked, several covers 
on United States stamped envelopes exist with the frank itself also forged. 
I just wanted to let you know. 

(signed) Pat. 



Shrub Oalc, N.Y. 
Feb. 19.54. 

DGar Stan: 

.runt so you ('an protect your~elf t in case you should be 
offered some of these items, I wanted to call your attention to the 
foct thRt e substantial cuantlty of Tracy covers is on the lI2iicet 
lth fo od po rour s. I hove beon offered quite 8 n ber ~ these, 

24 of th m in fact, Of h ioh no less than 16 fJr8 definite counterte1ts, 
and t 0 additional one are somewhat doubtful. 

,. 
The e ere all different, on different trpes of st8r1ped envelopes, 

ond hi 1'3 rome of th m b mr only frecy hand stamps of various towns, others 
beAr the T"'ecy r in s in connection th "ells liar 0 po marks. 

Th are offered by a m mber of th APS and the itjstern Cover 
ociety. I returnine; the entire ot to him, having hotogrophs made ct' 
he. , so that th y will be on record. It you ~ uld he 1nt re. ted, as soon 

as the photos aro r dy, t Vlould be lnd to s nct you a set so th!:t you can 
per .aps r pro ce them r your own records. r ;auld lent tl orieinals 
returned to me. 

10rtunately, the fakes are n too ell made, anti they cnn asi ly 
o told by the dlfferun os in tho forr.lOt it:ln 0 ' the 1 tters, as 'ell 8f' th e 

ink used. In ddi tion to 'the mrk mg themselve~ beins fake , sevoral covers 
on United States otamped envelopes ex1<'t with tho frenl:c 1tself also forged. 
I jus t . ented to let you knOll 0 

\signed) lat. 

/ 



Thank you. Stanley. fo~ yo~ letter. 
I have not yet obtained the photos on the 
Tracy covers. as they are being made locally, 
and t hey don't gi ve qui te the se~vi ce they 
do in the city. I did have ta return them 
to the owner promptly so I did not have the 
chance to go to New Yo~k where they could 
be taken care ot. 

Confidentially. they were offered to 
me by Mr. R. E. Manson of Salem, Oregon. 

I know the full story of the Levy 
covers. I have been t~ng to establish a 
connection between the two. I would not 
be surprised if there was one. My last 
message with Manson was to the effect that 
he had been swindled on them, but the peo­
ple he mentioned in the Bay area as hav­
ing send them to him are all fine, reputa­
ble collecto~s. and I am certain that they 
could not have been the sou~ce.As soon as 
I get the photos, I will send them along 
and I have made notes as to the col_rs ot­
the postmarks. and which ones are good and 
which ones a~e not. My ~eason for mention­
ing the lot to you is that since you adver­
tise for Western covers. I thought that 
th ..... m1~t some tl~ .. e your way. I am 

AP.S. YOU l-lAVE A FRrEND IN THE BUSI.NESS S.P.A 



certain that i~ I were not ~amtli.r with 
Tracy covers, and i~ I did not have my 
own extensive colleotion of them for oom- I 
parison, I might have been taken in on 
some of them. 

. ... 

r 

• 



r . Herman Herut, Jr. , 
Shrub Oak , N.Y • 

• 
Denr Pat: 

reb. ?, 1954 . 

Thanks very much for yours ot the 5th. I appreciated some very 
much . Personally, I eto v ry 11 ttle in .ostern E mnks. Never oollected 
them y"le rs ogo when I :os an rune teur , end in my ti roo I have handled very 
tew . I always considered tmt t ey ere a 1'ield all there 0 ani that 
it one ent tt r them in 8 crirus Yley he l'Iouldn't h 3va much t irn'"l i'or a lW 
'"'ther sp c101ty . 

Several yoers ago there as 8 chap out in San Francisco who {!,'Ot 

rather busy producul eke express Markin s bu't I nevor lid that he man-
ufactured any Trecy lt s . 

Pot , I 'ould be o:ro t n pleased to ree sot of pl.otographs 
and I vlill take goo (:are 01' then and tum theM pro! ptly • 

.tt.lso 1t you could elva then a 01' the pel'ty ho ... ent the covel'S 
to you, I y111 tr at me 88 strictly contid nti 1 .nd not abuse the informa-
tion in ny y. I uld like to kilo if there is ny possible conn etlon 
betwoen the fakes of several yeare ego end tho present on s . Lbe ohap who 
was doing the work 1 s Nat Levy . EVer boor of h1rl? I hElve my susolclons 
sbout several in the S8ll jI'ranciaco area . 

Ag in thEln 8. 

'lncorcly YOUTS, 

I 



Mr. Edgar B. Jessup, 
1- Marchant , Calculato1'S, Inc . , 

1475 Potlell Street , 
Oakland fj , California . 

Dear ~gar: 

Jt'eb. 9, 19.54. 

Here 1s e letter I received from ~8t Herst. Pl~ese treat 
it as strictly oonfidant1al 8IXi retum to me. lake Q copy if yeu 
\\100 . 't hile he dldn',t state thea \ C 0 fron the San l<'ranclsco 
orso, I suspect tb;:t is whero they came from. I bov~ asked Pot to 
uleass give me the name of th p:::: roon who sent them to him. Is this 
new to you? Please let me I now. I h ven't mentioned this to anyone 
but you. I 'onder if Dr. Polland is aWBre of these 1'0 '.<:es. If hi 
hoto prints are good r Will probClbly maKe pmtogre pbs of' thero . 

Last TIesk I 3Snt you en tdr dpecial requesting 8 loon 0 f l'Four 
l¢ 1857 cover from the 1!.t!1erson Sale - block 1')1' ton. r Em. aw:t'\111.y anxious 
to see that cover and do hope it is on the \'Oay. 

" 
YoUI' fl flt c. ~ 



, 

r . fierr..an Herst. :fr • • 
Shrub Oak , N. Y. 

Pat: 

Feb . 15. 19.54 . 

Yours of the 11th roceived. I supooee you noticod' the ad of 
R.E.lanson on e 332 of the current 11. . 1' . I OO"le no recollection of ever 
having ny corres on ence with snch a porson, but I note he 16 A.P . S . 19459 . 
In the A •• Directory his address i r.l~en as Springfield , Ore. The A. P . 
ad eives I:ugene, Ore, and your 1 Jttor sives Salem. Lool:s 11l:e he gets 
around . 

y advert1s m t for' .est rn " hod in mind , Pony rovers, OVerland 
ail , Stage CoaCh , Via 1ea:regua , Calitornla to ms, etc., etc . Of' course , 

Expr ss Franks are con lderod 0 part ond pDrcel or ",estorlUJ" but th(!U oro 
really a separate en d distinct specialty , in my o!51n&on. 

I nd r if .lou hovt;, hod sny co rroaponConco lth Dr. Polland or 
gar Jessup on the se Tracy covers? Both, as lPOU kno~ , ere very act1 ve in 

,., Express covers. 

1 .., 
J 

I 111 be interested "in sooinB tho photos ond ill rotum thElll 
promptly. 

I have lona hoo a suspicion that there vms soother person in the 
Day rea ho was equallJ as had s Levy rut it was nothinG More than a hunch . 
I believe that Levy is ro of a plain d.."UIln fool then an outright crook . 

Yours etc •• 



The party who sent:.: t}:,te Tracy 
covers does indeed move aro~d but I 
think that this is because of his 
job, for I understand that he is a 
lineman with an electrical company. 
He has assured me that he bought them 
in good faith, something that I must 
admit seems difficult to understand. 
Anyone who had any experience with 
these, and he claimed to have, would 
have recognized the bad ones. 

I have not been in touch with 
anyone in the Bay area on them as I 
prefer to let matters take their 
course for the moment. I did write 
Clifford and he will no doubt mention 
it in the next issue of the Express. 
The fat should then be in the fire 
and the letters should start going 
back and forth. My principal inter­
est now is in warning the trade in 
case they get panicky and start to 
dump them. 

I have not yet received the 
photos from t he photographer but when 
I do, I will let y~set. 

A.P.s. YOU HAV£: A ~RI£:ND IN TH£: BU5IN£:SS s.p.A. 



A.P.S. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.P.A. 



t 



(THIS SIDE OF CARD FOR ADDRESS) 



MaY' 26, 1954. 
I just had a flash from the West Coast advising 
that they now have a confession on those fake 
Express cOTers, and that the fake covers, the 
dies, haTe beeh desb~Dyed, after first haTing 
made impressions of them for the future. The 
guilty party seems to be the one whom I origin-
Ily suspected. I am glad to know that the 

matter has been cleaned up, but I don't agree 
with the opinion that I had from my friend that 
they are going to let the matter rest, and not 
take any criminal aotion. I oertainly think tlHl 
some legal aotion should be taken, to show peo-
~~~ that this sort of busln~be oondon-

HEM ~ H c: R) ,J R. /"'" . ') 
SH us OA • lEW Yo K 



r. Zr8 D. Cole~ 

yack, N.Y. 

Dear Ezra: 

'rhan.l{s very rruch for the phot 
and hang 1 t in my den. Doc nclV'r is q_::rl.:;,~ 

d him at his home in Petrria - Also 

Feb. 1.5, 19.54. 

I ill have it f 
photographor . I 
Q oharacter. 

Also thanks tor a look at the .5¢ '47 cover mich I return . 
phot raph but I do not believe this 1s a consistent plate 

variety . I enclose a phot.OSrsph or .!2!::l Ihich Dhows a dot in "U" but 
I haTe never seen another lOL that sho s tbio dot . In the Eno sole ot 
ebruary 1950 there as a Mir 1'/ith one stamp described as a dot in "U . " 

I had an idea it Jas another ink variety and not consistent . Steve 
Brown had a single that sho d a sort ot blurr in tm "un and I tound 
another sta p hich shows .I'lIlCh the same and hich I believe com~ fro, 
the same position. Even it there ronlly is such a variety 8S the enclosed 
I dcubt it it w::>uld justity a listing in the S .U. S . 

Re - the 1847 cover you bought tor 
I will give you the dope on it . 

, eor.lC time in t be noe r 

ildred end I wore pltl:! sed to l~arn th<l t lean i better. Give 
her our love . 

I met re . Konwisor <boce, aomo yea .... s ago and she soemed to be 
an awfully nice character. I as sor17 to loam she 1s 00 111. 

Re - color slides. I "ill have D .0 I!lor_ to s. 01'1 you in the n oar 
future . I s d the tilms to ochester Ylhore I get much better finishing and 
quick service. They have been most co- operative. I sent a film rocently 
on a Saturday and got the slides back the following Thursday. Yes , Ted Gore 
is verr much interested and I recently mdde Bome slides for hi.. I will 
sho several of th to you . e lEa a very fine e ple of' the 5'1 '57 Henna -
as tine a color as I have ever seen, alao as tina II .5'1 '.57 Crallf e BroYJll,o 
they come . 190 a most exceptional 24¢ -61 Violet. I suppose you obtained 
all of the se :ror hi • 

Ha - that 12¢ quarter bisect. There ore certain Pestures abou t 
this 1 tem the t I thought ade 1 t oost improbable the tit wos bad. I tt red 
that to be b d the post ark hod to be a fake and this did not s possible. 

Ee - yours or the 9t 
I get all the former but sald 
prices if' not too uch troubl • 

Ith regards -

and p:r1ces of the Harner Rooke and Foz: sales. 
€et the lett r. r uld like tobs e tho ox 

Yours etc., 







.. • 

NEAL. J, GRABERT 

615 SOUTH NORMAN AVE , 

EVANSVIL.L.E 14. INDIANA 

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky • 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

February 4 , 1954 

Your comments on James Taylor were very 
interesting and it brought to mind an old promissary 
note ! have somewhere in my material, signed by Zachary 
Taylor. I believe the date was somewhere about 1830 or 

's in Louisville, Ky • .. ,,""--.: ........ 
I rum enclosing my Way cover for your in­

spection and wondering where you gained the impression 
it was an orange-br~'n, was it by chance noted on the 
reverse of the photo? I did not think it was this shade. 

My penmanship probably led you to mis­
t'ead the "Bostona Wayll as a Boston Way. At any rate if 
you still want a look see at the cover I'll send it on. 

Regarding the color slides I think I 
have made for myself a real connection in this respect. 
A very promising young and ambitious photographer has 
been dOing these ~or me. I purchased some equipment for 
him for th~s express purpose and his fee to me for all 
my slides is the unbelievable price of 50 cents each. 
He furnishes all the film and ~lash bulbs for the job. 

Under separate cover I rum mailing the 
slides of my Way and Territorial collections. Incident­
ly there are some slides of borrowed covers, not too 
many though. I want your comments on the color and back­
ground of these slides. As an ' after thought I will in­
clude several o~ the covers so you may compare the color, 
with that on the slide. They are all True light, in other 
words he shot them on a table by a window on a sunny day. 
On several he made flash shots for comparison. You will 
find some duplicates in the middle section and any you 
want just t ake them out and ~or goodness sake do not 
worry about reciprocating for them as they are probably 
some he did not charge for. 

Kindest 



Mr. oel j. Grabert, 
615 South qormen Ave., 

Evens ille 14, Ind. 

Doer r. Gr bert: 

ab. 9, 1954. 

Here lith I em returning with mnny thenks the covers contained in 
yours of the 4th. I certainly appr ciat your k1ndness. I em also 1n re­
o ipt of th color slideD nd have (pDe ovor thom ~1 th a great deal of 
pi ooure. our fri oertainly obt mod tin resulta and I extood him my 
compl1men ts. 

In the verj' n r future I dll.., d you some slides that I made 
and perheps your 'ri nd mieht b int rest d in s eing th • Our mutual 
triend } enry yer is quite photographer and I am onaering mat he thinks 
of your slides. I alao wondor What projeotor you use end it you use 
nugazine holders tor rapid vie ingOt I can hardly think of a better vlay to 
g1ve a talk before a ph1latelic ao01ety then to usc a projsctor and oolored 
011 d B. I also ondor l at utt1 t your 1'riend use't Perhaps he v;ould e in-
terested in , I have a l.elca 'ond ! iea liooas11de w1th ex-
tensions. I Bsyet with oover and stamp oolor work DB I 
am just ex ar1. use flood lights retl r than natural lieht or 
t1 ah. Also hav but I h 'Ivon 't u ... ed i r any ph11atelio 
JOrk. 

Herewith I return th print r1 your 'STAl'lEl'O N. Y. " oover . I 
wondered it the ntemp wes en !'Orange Bn)l nll by the memo on t l:e baok - '3¢ 
OR. ERmiN. " ·Ii 

Yos, I eot the 1mpression tl'ltlt ' ostona II y 8S "Boston :ay ." 

Again re - the ' making of oolor lides. I may be rong but I beli e 
that your friend will obtain just 88 ~ooa results in using flood light a h 
does 'J1th fla sh or sun and, of oourse, by flood 16 so much leBB ex~enslve. 
I oOr.lp3red your cover" wi th 1he slldcs, aloo noted the "stops" an "tIme" he 
uas using. I use e 'e ton xposure meter an generally the "}!'8 1t atop . y 
exposures range trom 1/ 0 seoond to 1/30. I om vury ant toot en over- expo 
at 1/10. I am enclosing herew1th 8 slide IT: eue at F8 - 1/15 seoond - You Will 
no't,e this as over-expo d and t/30 u1d hav, boon rluch botter. This slida 
waB lllAde to show a rore co lor of the j ¢ 1861 - tI shade t t" u ed n 1863 
and vJhat I 0011 the "Indian Red. " In dd1tion, thiEl cov r shows £1 rot to 

ronco ot 15~ pa1d by five 3rt st po (unusual) plu8 Q l¢ 1861 to y t carrier 
tee to the N.Y. P . O. I hay peoial vic tor v ry tin 1'ooU81 • 

I will return the slides .,1 thin the DOxt to~ days and again 1 
expreBB my oinCflre eppreoiet lon for your kin s . 



Tr2. 1 r. Nel :r. G!"abart - J!'eb. 9, 19.54• 

Ona lIlOre 'ord. I am won dering it' you he va ever m d any 
correspoIlllenoe ,,1. th Dr. Arthur • Davis 01' cot tedford, iass", 
He l:Bo ouite e fine collect'on of " ay" covers. Ha is a professor at 

.l.T. 

Cordially yours, 



; 
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De r r. Gr bert: 

Thank 

old 'Laylor 
nd con to 

volutl 
Zachary 

d1ca 

Feu. 3, 19.54. 

.v ., 
14, Ind. 

8 1n S(Ul 10g m the 1811 
th 1 tt ,r 1 igned by 

e r11 at s ttlerB 01' '0 :>ort. 'lh 
H m born 1 n Virginia in 1'/69, 

l' rtun buying and sell1ng a-
nts . r taB 8 firot cous1n to G n'l 
con one 01' the lnr e t land 0 nars 1n the ,est . 
1848 . 

I r ally don't kno hen post 01'1"ie8s o eotcbllshed at 
ould e e good 

th re \ a B not an 
'l'aylor es quIte 

Cincinnati , 11 lport end ovington, GO I suppose it 
tl:i 11' I found out . I m disposed to t him' that 
offic in Ne ~ort OB e()rly 8 1811. nc1den tally . 
pro Inent 1n the ar of 812 . 

e - tl.e photo- r"nt th t you sent me c£ tho 'tapl ton , j • • • 

CO\ t:r. This look most too good to be t rue. I no te the stOOlp 18 an 
Or nge Brov,n . Is this suppo ed to be a First Day j"uly 1 , ).8;1? It 
you woulc lilte for me to hove a look at it I ill be glad to do so -
I the ... . L. mark ing is genuin , 1 t io indeed a r.ost unusual and rare 
covel . 

;You mentioned you aoquired 8 

Bnd cnder it I have .. een it? I surely 
aorosa a ay tiVi 11e :oy. 

to n "oy. I dC'n t t recall th1 s 
111 advise you 11' I ever run 

I ,as much interested in your ontion of colored slides of 
covers. I ha118 been experi nt1ng e bit 1310 e thl"" lin yoolf end beve 
had some fairly good result . I wmld be deU ted to se your slides 
88 I have a projector 8nd screen. hat does your photogrop r chf'rg 
you to make them? 

I B reci e your I.e indn 88 in s 
and I ill try to r ciproo t • 

f.l th my kiD st reg rds -

th :Laylor cover to e 

Sincerely your • 



Form 3818-P-Rev. ~1I1 

ECEIPT FOR INSURED PARCEL No. __________ _ 
Ad and for denver), at ./ ~ .J 
__ __ _ ______________ __ ___ ~--------------a::L 

(Poo' office of addr ... ) WRITE PLAINLY 

Postage ___ ~ _____ cis. . Special handling ___________ cis. 

Insurance fee _~ ___ cis. Return receipl ____________ CIs. I 
Special delivery ___________ cis. Restricted delivery ________ tIS. 

~ie ----------------------Perishable -------------------

eD rsemeol _________________________________________________ _ 

S DER.-Enler Dame and address of addressee on olher side 
and read informalioD regarding endorsements and indemnity. 

(S'ate) 



r. Neal J . Grabert, 
615 S . Norman ve., 

anaville 14 , Ind . 

Dca r r. Grabert: 

}ieb. 16, 1954. 

I em today r tum1ng to you vie insured 
po t the oolor Udes and I do r.lost sincer ly thenk 
you for y ur kit'dness in the loan . I ,~njoyed look­
ing ttt tll8se v l'Y muoh . 

1 borro ed on slid that I ~ted to sOO 
6 D trait fr1 nd. 1s 'BC of e troit co er nd I 
ill return it to you 1 tar . 

I c rta1nly rroprec1ate your kind orrer to 
pro ont lI'le with any of. tho uupl1cotos thnt I cai'ed 
t o retain • 

. 1th my kin est r" erds -
• 

Siu(:erely J'ours . 

• 



MEMBERS 
AM ERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK 
BRITISH PHILATELIC ASS'N, LTD. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
ROGER G. WEILL-RAYMOND H. WEILL 

TELEPHONE 

RAYMOND 0022 

407 ROYAL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 
February 17, 1954 

What do you think of the enclosed Revenue invert? It looks perfectly 
good to us but before buying it we would like to have your opinion. Do you be­
lieve it is a genuine invert and sound? We are including a copy of the normal 
stamp for comparis)'on. 

Souren had a bunch of faked inverts. The original head was. bleached 
out by chemicals and a new head printed in, of course, upside down. We imagine 
the color of the silk threads would have been altered by the chemicals. 

Please return as soon as you have formed an opinion as the stamp 
was sent us on approval. It is owned by Frank M. Morgan, Clark School, 
Hanover, N. H. Please include bill for expertizing. 

Sincerely, 

Co. 



ARAYMDND H. WEILL CO. 
RaGE" G - RAYMOND H WEILL 

407 ROYAL STREET. NEW ORLEANS 16 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

33 No. Fort Thomas St. 
FT. THOMAS, KY. 





• 

Feb. n, 1954. 

r. aymond H. e1l1, 
407 1 t., 

e Orleans 16, La. 

De r R Yrlond: 

Herewit h h t Revsnu as per y urs of the 17th. These ere e 
bit out of My line, out neve th 1 ss I !lie a vory oaroful examination of 
the invert tln r my binocul!:1r . 1cr.;> oope end in my opinion, it is Wlquestion­
bly gmulne. I failed to d t ot oythin£ that ~ atJ at al,l suspiciouo . I 

11 are of th foot that y rB GO f k d inverts orune cn the 
!IlNJ.- ,I~ ..... t an th y 1'8 at tho ti ooddered flO ver.; clever that they puz zled 

ny of the .0 tern drs. Elliot t Ferry a Id r.I 6 vi sit along a bout 
Feor\Ulry 1936 and h had three or four of tho f~e8 ith him and I remember 
studylnr:- t under a 1 S8 with him. He ,ever, as I reoall, ,men the fekes 
ere laid side- by- side with 8 genuine .eshlnp,ton heed , the difference V18S 

obvious. I maio sane notes regerdinc th at thot time . hen 00 I em not rel y­
ins ent irely upon my mem.or,y. I believe Peny obtained his speoll:ltlls fran 
someone in Cleveland and they were loaned to hin for e rt1Dlltlon . Aocording 
to my notes, they wero r1 ~en to Pe ry by e Man naMed Honn , and aocord1ng to 
Perry , Benn wa s very cagey an d non-cor.unl ttal 0 bout woor e end from \'il am he 0 b­
tained them but ~erry se ed to be ell satIsfied in his own mind ~ho it was 
who made them . 'Per ry believed that Heon aCQuired thE:lln along ebrut 191.5 end 
that the .man he had under sllspicion had been dead cuite a fo y ars. (This was 
1936) . I quote fro!!!. a letter that Perry Jrote I't'e at the t11"1e : 

"A andert'lll job and no mistake. The new portra1 t is JI!:l rve10usly 
like the original . " 

This ~\lld indicate that the hoed had been copied from the original 
and not d .thru e photographiC rooess. 

No doubt you recall. Von David . Acoording to my notes Von David 
s d up 1n Cincinnat1 lete in 1937 end he had OOMe of theso fake inverts tor 
sale . It is my reoolleot ~on hhet they bololJf;ed to him . I believe he asked 
e to look them OT~r but I refused to 65 revenues Ivere not in my line ond I 

wanted no part of expressin en op1J1&on on oomething Ylith YJhioh I was not 
thoroughly familiar. No doubt Von David and Souren ~t together and mode a 
desl. It seems that George Sloane got hold of aome of the Harm speoiMens and 
he maue a very oareful exami1ll:ltion . ACQordin to my notes ferry stated that 1 t 

s Sloane who discovered that original heads had been bleached out end "M:! 
head printed in ups1de down. In Perl'T's words - "Apparently engraved forgeries 
u!.mo t ident lal with the originals." . 

I note thRt Henn's norte wo s Ralph Honn. r al00 note thot Percy Doane, 
Sloene and Perry examined the three thct Perry had unde Max Olbman's Violet-ray 
machlne and 1 t showed traoes of the original hea s on the aak of the at !!1p • 



• 

2. r. R8ymond H. el11 - Feb. 21. 1954. 

nder my binocular I conpared the two heads on your two stemps 
side-by-side. line for line, and failed to detect any difforenge. I do not 
think it would be possible for even the most skilled engrsver to make a copy 
line for line. A. copy oould be ade thru pllotorraphy but even auch re­
product! ns suCh 85 Speratl turns out, can easily be detected by a trained 
phihtel1c eye. 

o be absolutely eu:'O I rlod enlcrsed photographs by ultra-violet 
and such photogre phs hould show up en~rthing t et m1p,ht be wrong. 

J.. 'old pref .1' not to ender a final decision until flftor I have 
devoio d my n 'Tativ 9, nd nd1 B some I roc lost th3t you treat thia letter 
86 strict y confidential. 

11th re "ar S -

Cordially yours, 

(30-11) 



r. Raymond eil1, 
407 Hoysl t., 

New Orelans 16, La. 

Dear Raymond: 

Feb. 24, 19.54. 

Herewith four phot ographs of two sizes. On 
one of the small prints I havo signed !l8 follows: 

ean 
1 . 00 Revonuo is 

:respect. 
Stnnley B. Ashbrook 

February ?4, 1954.~ 

I believe that you will agree that these photographs 
speak tor themselves and prove that the In ert is gen­
uine in every way. 

is 7 . ,0 . 
My fee tor this examination, photographs , etc . 

lth best wishes -
Cordia lly yours , 



~r. 11iott Perry, 
Box 333, 

estfi 1d, . J. 

Elliott: 

Yours of th 1 th reccived. 

l'oh. ?4, 19.54. 

,'y:rri a ie 0 bit fu "'y v1x:>ut condition, rich wou the 
r I son he return d th SIDe; 0 C oPl'" of the lO¢ that I Dont oock: to 
you yest. rdu. I ev,r, if you , sh to c nd on the t\,~(J CIDf'Gin 
copies I :1111 b 18 to bmit t cm to hi • 

'Ihanko for the odr.ltional mOInO on rogif:>tered mail. 

Years apo ~'e had some correspondence on tho foke Rov ue 
Invert" th[ 1. 'Jore tr a property ot 1 alph Henn. :.as II n from Cleveland? 
I recall that you h_ d 8 pretty good 1doa Vlho Made t ~ fokes. Is that 
true? Do ~'ou rem Mbar if tt.ey vore all the dolle!' value? Recently I 
rn~d8 s e 1 rge SiZ8 photographs of a ~enu1ne doller Invort laid side- by-­
side 1! ith a copy of' the renular stamp to sho that the r,enulne invert 
~s the SP.1!lO he as the .vgular Gter.tp. If YOU \,10u1d like prints I 

wi 11 be elau to end yon SO!:le ith I!lY conplil!lentD. 

Yours etc ., 



February 
.~~ 

26, 1954 ;j;J 
Stan; 

I am very pleased to have the photos of the Phila. carrier 
items. The part of the Phi~adelphia Chapter to 1851 was done last 
year and the very complicated 1851-63 section is now nearly ready 
to be submitted to Maurice Blake. The red star on the 3c 1851 
cover is believed to indicate a collection fee prepaid to a carrier 
in cash. The few covers which have been noted do not indicate this 
happened often, or over a very extended period. Unless you wish 
otherwise proper credit will be given you for the photos. 

Ralph Henn lived in Cleveland. His family owned a large factory 
that made machine tools there which I was told they sold for 25 
millions. The first invert was ShOVin me by Renn in l'hlttaker's 
office. It was a magnificent $1 green and black. Some-thing about 
it looked odd and after a long soak I peeled off the inverted me­
dallion. Apparently it was india proof reduced to a thin fiilim. The 
portrait was genuine. Henn had either bought it wr intended to. 

Late~enn's collection contained all the known inverts (the 5c 
proprietary as not then known) - at least he said so, but he would 
never show them. There was a story that they came from a trunk 
full of old papers Henn bought and which had been found in New Eng­
land - Hartford, Conn., as I recall. I heard Henn sold his revenue 
collection to ard, but I do not know what became of the inverts. 

A collector in Clevaiand whose name I do not recall had several 
inverts and was a friend of another collector - a lawyer named 
Russell Bleec' ere The inverts were shown me and Bleecker took me 
to the Police Dept. in Cleveland where we tested them with the 
violet ray~ and high powered comparison manuscript, but did not 
discover what was wrong with them. I took them to few York, made 
another test and discovered why the test in Cleveland ~ad failed. 

I do not recall whether the inverts had come from Henn, or how 
we_~ew they were the same sort that Henn had, or had reason so to 
be~ve. 

Henn would not say from whom he bought the inverts, but I knew 
he had bought other stamps from a dealer (since dead) who had been 
in trouble with the government for making and/or selling stuff that 
was less than legitimate, and was satisfed in my own ~ind that 
the inverts came from him. 

Very careful exammnation showed the inverted portraits on the 
stamps which were studied in Cleveland were not exactly like the 
genuine stamps, but the slight differences were not easy to see be­
cause the heads were usually too blunry. There was a ~l green on 
which the head~ was shapper than was found on any genuine stamps. 

Large collections of proofs were examined but I was unable to 
find the identical portrait thatV1l as on the stB.JlpS ,hich were exam­
ined at Cleveland. I SUSPECT the portrait was not a counterfeit, 



r 

---
) 

#2 s tan 

but was printed from a Butl er & Carpenter die which was sold with 
other lay-downs, vignettes, etc. when the Philadelphia Bank Note 
Co. went out of business, or from some similar source. If my suspi­
cion is correct perhaps a document on which the head was used may 
eventually be found, with an imprint whi ch will reveal the source. 

Another possibility is that it was an original for the revenue 
stamps, wasn't satisfactory, and was replaced by another, ~j never 
was used,and so never will be found on any printed paper. The dif­
ferences are so slight that this possibility seems very improbable. 

like 
Yes, I would)\x& to see the enlarged prints you mention. 

The corner copies of the 10c 1847 were where I thought they were 
and will be sent. If they interet your customer O. K. and if not 
that is also O.K. If I se~l them the money will probably be spent ­
for photos for the Carrier Book, or one of the otner books which 
are to follow it, !fif and when." 

Russell Bleecker had a cover with a 24c 1861 violet and a lc 
1861, probably used to England. I haven't seen it since but would 
like to as I have very few covers going abroad with lc postage 
used for a carrier fee.CI mean photos - I myself have no such covers). 

Arthur Hall phoned in the middle of this letter. He has had 
several operations since he retired about four years ago but recov­
ered well from the last one. He does some part time work for one 
of the town services, (building inspection), fishes whenever there 
is any nearby, works some on stamps, and belongs to the Old Guard. 
Enough interests to keep him busy and contented. 

x 
~~frvL.4~ 

--=-- U.a'; tI ~J. !/'.:! J,,;1 ~ 
) 

~~~, ~£.L--r 

1/." t' ~ ~~ . J t"'~ 
~ ~rHfA/~. 

~ As e~ ()? 
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r. H. P. Atherton, 
.5 Yale St., 

Holyoke, aS8. 

Dear Erby: 

eb. 21, 19.54 • 

Re - Revenues. As you ere aware, Revenues ere 
quite a bit out of my line, so I 811 appealing to you 
for a bit of information. Have you any fects on the 
1.00 Inverts th8t turned up along in the niddle and 

lete nineteen thirties? I believe they come fram a chop 
named Ralph Henn. Did you live in Cleveland? Von David 
had some thAt ere supposed to be the Henn fekes, 0100 

Souren had some years ago that ,',ore supposed to be from 
the same source. Have you any photo~rnphs, etc.? 

My best rep'r-rds -

Cordially yours, 



J 

I 

H. P. ATHERTON 

S YALE ST. :: HOLYOKE. MASS. 

Mr. Stanley B. shbrook, Feb. 26, 1954. 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Av, 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanby, ••• 

cknowledging your esteemed epissle of 22th, re 
Rev. Inverts. "Even a bl) nd pig ruts up an acorn now In then", 
(from en old French ad~~e) - Itm no connoiseur on Inverts. 

Couple years agone, bought a NICE Rev Colln of a friend 
in Hartford. In it were six Invts of the .50¢ 2nd Issue; but 
no other 2nd inverts - except some 2¢ various singles. 

Have heard rumbles of fake InTtIS. The old 1920 gang, Dan 
Kelleher, Judge RSE and others knew this stuff, and probably 
Dan is the man for you to contact. I do not recall man named 
Henn at all. I did know Mr. Beals of whom HSE bought that mar­
velous hor pr 5$ Prop on GREEN paper (Ward might say Violet) 
It is the nicest rev item I ever saw. I attended the signing 
of the check which paid for it. Everyone was happy that day. 
Nah, I never lived in Cleveland. Never spent a nickle with 
Von David, tho saw mq.ny of hi s "ware s ". Nuf sed here. 

Yeah, got a couple photos, which ~ interest you 
and you may keep them. The 6¢ Prop is beautifl OSGOOD blue 
cane, and Bruce sold it in his Auction @ $4S0.-- which"They 
Sayll is Tops f'or auction price. 



i 
H. P . ATHERTON 

!5 YALE ST. :: HOLYOKE. MASS. 

My other good 6¢ Prop I sold abt 4 years ago for 400 privately. It 
was also an Osgood, ciroular cancel. The oopy at r. on photo had no 
back, or as B L Drew vrould describe it in Auction Cat "Paper thicker 
in spots, than in others." (meane thin.) It sold privately @ 60.--, 
and is probably "rebuilt" by now! 

I also encl rrry photo of the First "cross gutter" 5¢ '47. Doc 
was offered 700$ for it when found; but he kept it, finally taking 
400 as I recell. You will have data re 2nd copy. This was on cover, 
and I SOAked it off as it looked as tho it had part of sheet margin 
with the now well known result. I hinged it beck on the cover. 

Think I s~nt you oopy of my strip a 3 Inv 50¢ 2nd issue once 
before, for your record; but you did not enthuse. I no! A strip 0 4 
is in Morton Joyce colIn a friend tells me, who saw It there; but 
that strip is over cancelled and un handsome he said, a messy one. 
Was offered 285 for this, and may-Sell it some day as I have no use 
for it. 

"And that's my story for tonite kiddies." (R",dio talk) 

stan, how is myoId friend Sam Richey "L 19" ? 
I had but rew short chats with him; but I am very glad that I ever 
met him, and always look back on those days with great leaeure. I 
class him with Dan Hammett who was also "TOPS" with me. Say Hello" 
to him, and does he still "Roll his own?" 

BUSINESS --- Have you any Rev MULTIPLES? lst Issue !ME! OY\{'\t 
And then I'll bother you no more. Or could you dig UP some? There 
18 a most beautiful colln of these with a friend who "WANTS MCRE" 

. Rinc' 'erb. 



r. H. P. ltherton, 
5 Yale St., 

Holyoke, 'aBs. 

Dear rby: 

arch 2, 1954. 

Thanks a lot tor y urs of the {-6th. Since ri ting you , I have 
noted that Perry referred to the counterfeit inverto of the second issue in 
his "Put. 1143 . " Have you a file? I tather thlt he thought it possible that 
a faker bleached out heads on regular stamps and nrin ted in, upsidadd-.n, 
original dios of Toppan , Carpenter that had not been used. aybe it wa8 an . 
original '.y-do n or duplicato dia. I don't think ~err.y was quite sure. So one 
had obtained possossion of the old die, en the old company ~ent out of business. 
I suppose it c ld have oeen a discarded die too t as never used, or a lay- down, 
or perhaps a transter roll . I gather that the die(?) the faker used was almost 
an exact copy, line for line, with the engraVing used for tt e issued stamps. I 
don't knOll it I bave the story correct or not ~t it see s that the counteri"eits 
'lWer:e conSidered vo clever. I am enclosing a photo rint for your tiles that I 
made of two copies thnt ere submitted to me , one an "invert' - the other a regular 
stamp . I mnde quite a study of tho "inv6rt" - elso several 'hotog1'8ohs by the 
"ultra-violet rays . " You ill note thDt there isn't the slightest evidence of any 
bleaching or monkey- business of the u1nvert", hence I pronounced it genuine . Per­
haps that crook over in Poris could Make an invert and not leave 1:1 trace. You know 
he b l eached out British stamps and printed on the 18per his counterfeits . His 
bleach1ng process left no trace. Thus hi' fnkes t.ere on genuine paper, Ith genu­
ine per ts and utermarks . he only difference wos that his bleached spec1mens lacked 
the genuine sizing. 

It it evor gets to the point 'there l'akes cannot be distinguished from 
the genuine by the most competent of students woo t is io bocome of philately? iaybe 
you and I on't be around hen that ha pens 00 e shouldn't orry . 

Ji.rby, I m returning herewith the prints of the :revenue items because 
you sent me similar prints about a year ago anQ I mve them in my files. 

'hanks Erby for the photo of the 5¢ '47 gutter 00 py. I SUPp038 this 
is the ene that Kelleher sold to S veet . I suppose it 1s still ~n that collection. 
The Emerson copy was sup rb end from the lett pane. I believe only tv.o ere nown. 

· That was a nice Comr.lent you had on S8JI'1 Richey. Yes, · he is still active 
" in business but clear out or stamps . i have an idea he t,akeu quito an interest in 

autographs. At en8 ti e S loved st ~pg but be wasn't over-particular aoout condi­
tion. Every time .1aco 8 would come to CincInnati he complained about Sa'!1 'a 
"condi ton" - in the end S got thoroughly QisgI1ated and sold everything, stating he 
liked interesting covers - covcrs vith stories to tell, regardlesa of condition and 
that he got tired of being told he didn't i.ave aense enough to collect in a benslble 
manner. Condition cranks are one of the lorst damn pe ts that a have in philately. 

/ 



? r. n. P. Atherton - arch 2. 1954. 

I regard Sam Richey as one of the finest characters I have oVer kno~ n - a 
gent 1 an in every sense of the ord and as straight es 8 string. 11' every 
hu.~n being was like Sam this ~uld )8 an ideal world - \\bul n't be any use in 
tryinp, to go to heaven 8 S 1 t ould be good enough here. Dan Hamnatt W8S an 
awtully nice chap but he a8 never in S '8 class. Sam would never do what 
Dan did . 

YOSt I think Sam ati 11 rolls his own. Krby you and I have kno .... n 
a lot of s ell uys in thi' ame, great friends who heve passed over the river 
from which there iu DO retum. .e havo elso !mo nome 18K S.O.B. 'a - some who 
are no more, thank God, 8U ~ell 8S some who are still around. 

rby I hcven't a thine: in revenues and. Qon tt kno of 8ny 1hat ere 
for sale. 

ith all ~'Ood wishes -

s ever yours . 



RA YMOND H. WEILL CO. 
401' ROYAL STREE'!' 

NEW ORLEANS 16. LA . 

........... __ ........ _ .. ~.~~.· .. ~.TL!9.?i_ ... _ ... ___ .. _ 

M _J;'.A .. _.S.t.~Al~.Y. .. ~-'-._.A_~hln:.9_(*._._ .................................................. . 
( 

• 

.... !..?~.~ ... :!:~?.:t:r.t.Cl .. ~.~ ... .. ~Y..~ .................................................. . 

Expertization U. S. $1 
Revenue 
Check herewith 

Dear Stan: 

$ 

7 50 
7 50 

Considering your pIe ding of i norance 
in the Revenue field. ou ee to have 
urnished a very thor ugh epo t on the 
invert. We are much obli ed or all 
our effor,ts. 

Best wishes, 



A -3 









.. 
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 

P . O. BOX 31 

33 N. FT. THOMAS AVE. 

FORT THOMAS. KENTUCKY 

;ran. 21, 19.54. 

Dr. Carroll Chase, 
R. ~' . D. 1, 

Milford, N.H. 

Dear Doc: 

Here is a photograph of a lOst 1847 wi th extended top frame line 
at left. While I have seen perhaps a dozen 5¢ with such extended lines 
this is the only lO¢ tha t I can recall ever having seen. Of course, it is 
an ink variety and not a plate. Question is this - Have you ever run 
across a similar variety in the 3¢ t.51 or 3 ¢ t 57 plates? I never noted 
such an ink variety among the 12¢ t.51 or 12¢ '57 Plate 3. Of course, we do 
have slight extensions, a fraction of a MM , among stamps with recut frame 
lines but why should one like this be confined to the 5¢ and lO¢ 18477 
Ever notice such a variety among FrQnch stamps r 

I'll bet you had some fierce weather up your \vay last week and 
more is 0 n the way. 

Yes, I took a good jap at Konwiser and his pal t1pAT" Herst. 
Zareski, Herst and Konwiser. Nice trio. 

Our best with regards to and you. 

~a.M.)..). S''f 

~ ~ "Q"'~ <....\J'.,:~ ~ I ~ ... t,.. ~ 
~ ~cl;.,":.r1 "- ~ ~ ~~ ~. ~~ 

~ 

''1 ~ <!. •• o::-'"') ~ cu..l ~ r l'. 10
M 01.. 

~ A.....l ' ... - •• '1 u ' .. _~- 'l ~ -~ Uh. 

, 
au .. .:...{ ~ • 



A.P.S. 
C.C.N. Y. 

S.P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
----$famr.v.t ~ e~ ----

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

Feb. 10, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

I would think that the reason that the lin~s ~ 
on the 10¢ '47 (and the 5¢) sometimes extend is 
due to the ink used on the 5¢ and probably because 
of the combination of the ink and the extreme depth 
of the lines on the 10¢ would make a greater quantity 
of ink ~,~tt~t~ on the plate which might increase 
the possibility of its running out the end of the line 
when it was a bit thinner than usual. ActUally, I 
think it is most remarkable that we do not~ have more 
printing and inking varieties on our early U.S. 

I'm returning your letter with Doc's handwri~ing 
on it for your files. 

Sure as the devil wish I could get down there to 
see you. Will have to make it one of these days in 
spite of hell and high water. 

Henry should have landed in France this morning. 

Absolutely swamped with work so must get at it. 

Sincere regards, 

R.D.P. 
. A.S.D.A. 

M.C.C. 



r. Philip G. Rust, 
Route .5. 
Thomasville, Georgia. 

Dear Mr. Rust: · 

Feb. 1.5, 19.54. 

Bere is a note that I v!rote Chase ebrut 
your lO¢ 1847 end his penned rep11. I Dent it up 
to Brookman as he and I re ve discussed this 
variety in the 18st. I also enclose his lett .r . 
Pleas return both to ~e at· your oonvenience. 

1 th regards -

Co lally youre. 





PHILIP G. RUST 
WINNSTEAD PLANTATION 

R. D. NO.5 
THOMASVILLE. GEORGIA 

VIA AIR MAIL 

.: STANL~ B A~aROOK 
P . O . BOX 31: 33 N FT· THE>MAS AVE . 

FORT THOMAS. KENTUCKY 



EDC:mk1 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK '.0964 

February 19th, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Sitting at the H. R. Harmer sale the other after­
noon I bought the enclosed. After I got it, I don't know 
why. It is only a face but I think there is something 
queer about the rate. 

• Cole. 



Fonn'..'U7 
Rev. ¥!7 

'~05t effict J)tpartmtnt 
·ved from: A '( ~Y t3 ASHBROOK 

P. O. Box 31 . 
___________________________ ai

c
·LEt._:.ttwlt1.u._A: ... 

M RT THOMA-c;, KY 

One piece of ordinary mail addressed 

to ------------------------ '-Ift:A- ;-€ -- f: ----------------------------------

~~~=~~~~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=--~=--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~lrt:l.--
THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 

G ... ..,.,..,.,. ................. e. 6-10325 POSTM;ASTER. 



Feb. 24, , 19.54. 

r • .Ezra D. Cole , 
r yack, K. Y. 

Dear Ez : 

.. lhi 1s e ret} er interesting cover. I think it is one ot 
tho e "To the Linee" covers, there the U. S. postage should have lIeen 

. paid to the bor r . 

Tbl robobly originated t Ie York, iled direot to 
the l!l31l car to loeton - (U . S . M.prOSB e11). lnaSl!luc as it lOS CNcr 300 
11 to the .or r, the posta d ahould have been lO¢. jbat ~zzlea ne 

i \'100 had to ay the 5.; due? I m'w re .. lEt 'e had postal arrang .ents 
,ith t e the bordcro to eot 8 .. agents of the . S. P . O. D. 
so I suppo the <-' ress e had to pay 1110 . B. postoce o~ 7 pence , bn u­
wcript) and 1n ad ltlon the U. S • .5¢. ~ anoly is seoms corract but I 
": nder? I Vlill mak . pit to end send a prin t to eggs on seo it' 1 e 
thinks I am right. 

It 1s my recollectin "that 'Brunswick and ITova Scotia did 
not take ove the operation of their postol systams until july 1851 , so 
this would have been the some a .:& 1.tt r to Canada . I am ousuml the 
use wes before luly 18,a. 

Robbinstown, .aine , exchanged mail with St . AIJirew's ll. B. 

Regards . 

Yours etc. t 



EDC:mkl 

, .. I " 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissiona • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK: 7.0966 

r1arch 1st, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31 
}urt Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear stan: 

Yours of the 24th. Let me know what you find out 
on that 5>l 1847 cover. I only paid a fev! dollars for 
it. Ii' it is interesting enough to be saleable and you 
can sell it, I will send it back. 

o. K. on the ~eybold catalogue. 

\J'i th reference to the V,an Den Berg column in "Stamps" 
I don't believe a word he says. It is just a gossip 
column. It is full of so many errors that all of us 
are mad at Lindquist for publishing it, but he says his 
readers like it, but no one checks his ini'ormation. 

7- Cole. 
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr . St0111ey B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave . , 
Fort Thomas, h.y. 

Dear stan, 

INCORPORATED 

::"ir.air..;ham, Alabama. 
Saturday, :eb. 20, 1954. 

I have your registered letter of the 18th. I any thanks for the 
detailed ex 181ation of the items enclosed . 

So you have at last awakened to a fact I advocated to you long 
ago, namely to charge for the work you did. I hope this is not just a asslllg 
idea but that you apply it to everyone and in a small manner reimburse your 
ovm self for the untiring work you do for others . 1 ' m not going to mention 
names but myl oh l myl , the value you have added to some l¢ IB51- 7 collections 
in New York , just for example . Of course you have done much l,lore .i'or me over 
the years but I have never kno"W'ingly tried to profit from it . Certainly: have 
never exposed any correspondence between us . So , I am glad you are like the 
young girl you speak about and have decided you might as lI,.rell sell it . \I 

Here,vith you ~'ill find several things . First is ~5 . 00 to sign my 
Fox copy of the O. B. 5¢ IBbl . Also 2, 00 for return regist~ration . I think 
you are in er ror about the copy being lot 85 - Harmer l1.00ke sale 12/10/.)1. 
That copy was described as dated "Aug 9, 1861." This copy is dated "Jul 16, 
1861. 11 I think however it was Polland I s for quite a lot of the staIllpS in this 
sale were his , namLly the Denver cover . I sUf-!pose however ;fou cem still sign 
it as a genuine cancel . 

You yall find also &nother copy of this stru~ which I got last 
smmner at a saLe of Henry Kuhllllann ' s in Chicggo thru Tony Russo . I did not 
send it up to you at the time because you were verJ busy and I did not rult 
to tother you. I guess there is no doubt it is a type II and an O. B. The cancel 
shows up nicely if you drop it faced. up;- on either water or tetra 2nd just 
float it . This cancel is the ew York Paid and matches exactly illust~ation in 
your book Vol. II , Page 126- Fig 441 and type Ilplt at the LR corner . I feel sur e 
you vall see it m2tches . I would like this signed if you think it good . Of course 
I will remit by return mail . 

You will also find the pair I bought of the 90¢ Iv60 at the Earmer 
Rooke Jeffrys sale back in 1951 . at the same time I got the other good one ,ath 
the Bell timore cancelvhich you had kn01m for many years . It came with a P . F. so 
I just mounted it in my album. This pair I sent to the oundation a few months 
afterwards and on April 14, 1952 they issued me certUicate #3599 sayin.., it 
vras a "genuinely used pair. II 

On Sept . 2, 1951 and before the sale here is what you vITote me about the two 
lots I bought : 
481- 90¢ sincile- I have kno~n this for almost J0 years- It is a Baltimore Dec 
1 , 1860 and in my opinion it is genuine . 
483- 90¢ vert pair- (!his is the one enclosed. O I stated to the P. F. "The 90¢ 
1860 is known ,a th what are considered genuine ~ta pen cancellations-
s pposedly used in China . "(See Chase Sale . ) 

Of course I would much rather have your approval than all the P. F. 
certificates in the oundation . If you will sign it, that is agter you take 
time to 0 0 over it carefully, it may be you think it better to remove it 
and hinge it back on the pieve and sign the stamps theMselves on their back. 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

1 gain that is a charge you will have to figure out and bill me for . 

Since I can feel free to send you covers and other things you have 
approved but not sign8d/ and now have them signed for a small fee that you intend 
to charge I I intend to so do fraral time to time . • ill that be O. K. ? 

I had a letter from Fox today apologizing for the four bad lots I 
sent back . Quite a different attitude from what dealers have had during the 
past lush years, which by the way are over. Yes, I agree with you that John's 
sole sho'fed up with some silly prices . You speak of lot 272 at ..,100 beinJ no 
bargain . This was the 5¢ 1862 red brown with 30¢ 1861 and 10¢ 1861 to C. G •. l . 

I wrote you askinS if the 5¢ red brown was not more rare than the 5¢ buff . 
Surely you dont mean Em Krug when you say- "There is a certain person who thinks 
the red brol'r'll on cover is much rarer than the 5¢ buff . " lihoever bought lot 272 
must have paid the ridiculous prices for lots 313 & 3lL~, two very mediocre 
copies of the stamp off cover . They were worth about :;'7 . 50 and sold for ~20 
and 12 . 50, the former over catalog. 

I am going to Florida Monday afternoon to be gone for the entire week . 
So you need not rush these back . I know you neeu some time to study out these 
two other stamps I am askin& to have signed. 

Enclosed : 

Lot 483- Harmer 9/18/51-
Lot 45- . n . S . ~/23/53-
Lot 17 - Fox 2/11/54-

Sincerely, 

90¢ 1860 Pair Used 
30¢ 1800 Single " 
30¢ 1800 Single It 



, 

r. Er.me son C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South, 

BirrnlIlf'.ham, Ala. 

Dear Em: 

Feb. ?4, 1954. 

You are Clu1te right aoout the t ~ copies of the 5¢ 18'7 O.B. of 
Baltimore. Your co,Py of "nIL 16 1861" and Jour Brown wi th the none dete 
belonged to Dr. Polland. I looked up his letter and the following is whet 
he .rote me under date of July .30, 1851. 

"I am most happy to send you the ? copies of the 5c;t • 57 with the 
Baltimore cancellation, the Brown or 30A I bought fror.t Earl Hamilton, many 
years ago, the Orange brown or ';'30 I obtained !'ror.l BildeD. of ·inneapolis . 
after seeine an ad. in Star.lps xxuxx I ~s ar.tazed to find that it red on it 
the exact cancellation of my ,OA." 

He was jus t le8v!ne for his vacot1on so I did not return them to him 
until Sep. 2nd, 1951. In the nenntime I sent them down to Michael Hiller Bnd 
Perry Fuller of Baltimore to check flith Balt1J!lore postmarks of the period. I 
have their letters stating that in their opinions both markings ere genuine. 
I don't know hat.' I g:>t the idea that th is 1'laO the S8r.l8 copy ns lot 85 1n the 
Harmer Rooke sale of Dec. 10- 14 1951. HOViever, I wao ri~t 1n stating the t you 
sent for that stamp and sent it to me in NovmJ.ber 1951. Polland bo~ht it am 
paid $112 • .50 for it. 

Regarding the 90c;t 1860 - vertical p!l ire I have a copy of the letter 
that I rote you under date of Sep. 2,1951. (some date I 'M'ote olland - How 
oddU) : 

'Lot 483 - I stated "to the P.F.j 'The 90c;t 1860 is knovln with tlbat are 
considered be genuine magenta pen cancelotions - supposedly used in China.' 
(see ChasA sale). 
Em, inasmuch 8S I received no fee from the P . F. do you think I should go further 
than the above? I advised them unless they Vlere reesmebly sure t t my item 
was good or bad, they should decline to iawe a certificate. Th~t is damn good 
advice and I hope they will heed it. As for the vertical ~ir - \"Iho can say:] 
I thought it 'looked good.. Use your own judge nt." (unquote) 

Today when I looked at thi s ~lr I agoin thouf',ht it t looked g<70d ." The 
co lor is at re righ t en d th e Jlagente pen looks like the ronl J:legenta thnt 1 s known 
on the 90¢ end regarded gS genuine. I can tt 8ay I am cre=-y ~br:ut the block post­
mark nor om I very enthusiastic aboot the red New Yori< on the beck of the piece. 
It looks like strike8 of thIs l'l k ing that vrere mooe in the late sixties rather 
than in 1860- 1861. About the best that I can 8ay i8 this - It is possible this 
pair is a genuinely used item but I cannot sign it es eenuine, becnuoe there is a 
reasonable doubt in mt mind . I ndor if I gave the P . F. the impreSSion that I 
thought it genuine and on the strength at sal!le they issued the certificate? I 
don't think that they should have done so. One thing 1n fevor of thi 8 pair is the 
piece of stamp at top. 
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#2. Mr. ~rson C. Krug, Feb. 24, 1954. 

Re - the tm 5¢ 18;7 - O:enge 1)rovTn co nies. One Is the "Light Oranee 
BroftIl," the other Is the "dory O ~eIl8e BrovJn . " The Kuhlman ropy being the formor, 
the "Polland" copy the latter. This stanp is much the same color eo the O.B. 
stamp an the cover you ol\1llod to the Grand Canary - 30¢ - lO{t and ;¢ - remember? 
The KuhlJtlen copy has more yellow. Ted Gore hOB several <1t the Dark but only one 
of the Llrllt. I believe the latter are Much more scarce than the dark, a s I think 
the dark carne before the l:1ght, however, we are p er-hons more apt to find fake 
cancels on the dark than on the 11gb. t because there "Ie 1 e prolle bly more re.r.lsinde r s 
of the dark than the light . 

It is quIte possible that your liGht copy has a genuine cancel but the re 
is not enough evidence for me to base a worth while opinion. I can pess on the 
sOOde but not on the cancel . 

No .em, I did rot heve you in mInd ,ro - the relatt ve scarcity of the 5¢ 
Burf Vs the 5¢ Red Bl"01'JD., but rether Ted Gore. He sent me a lot of Buffs to mount 
end a few Red Bro'tJDS and he made the rC!''lDrk: th3t; he hoo not hfrl much trouble in 
acqulr lne fine copies of the Buff but hOO not been able to sid ffi8IlY fine Red Browns . 
He didn't state exactly, that he thought the R. B.' s wc re scarcer than the Buffs 
but he s.;. , .. to be under that impression . ' I really ooubt such a suppos1 tlon . 

I have signed the .follen d copy and rogret thet I cannot sign the other 

Any fu:rther plans about Dorsey and you eo ing East Via 01ncinne ti? Stan 
Jr. thinks his ship Will ssil for ' the Far &.st fmm Norfolk on April 5th end he 
plans to fly home to bid us good - bye on Harch 19th returning the 21st . lly dwghter's 
boy was due to sail from S •• today with hiD outfit for Japan. He ~es ?O the 
middle of last month. ',rhenk God they ere mt shooting over the ro at preoent . 

Thanks Em, for the fee . 

With regar 1S -

Cordial l y you 1'6 , 
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Dear Stanley: 

c . REMEL8 
14 E. Ccmllo Sf. 

ta &rb:m:, Ca • • Santa Barbara - February 4, 1)54 

For once you are way ahead of me with communications - what with 
the Rutland & Burlington photo you sent - in that cover with the priceless 
print of Gen. Philip H. Sheridan - the enclosed interesting railroad items, 
ana your long letter which came today. 

I was glad to have the c~ce to look over the B. & O. timetable, 
etc., although the dates are a bit late for me. 1861 is, for toe time 
being anyway: my strict stopping point. As for the Rutland & Burlington 
cover, of which you sent the photograph, you really have come to the right 
person and for once I think I can give you some interesting information. 

H. L. Sheldon, whose name appears in tne oval marking, was the 
railroad station agent at Middlebury from 1857 to 186, - and quite a re-
markable person. Born on a farm in Salisbury, Vt., one of four brothers, 
he became a clerk in the Middlebury postoffice in 1841, at the age of twenty. 
He had already learned to play the organ - self-taught - and in 1842 began 
playin~ in the Episcopal Church, continuing to be the organist most of the 
time for ,4 years. After three years in tne postoffice, he became a 
clerk in a store for several years and in his spare time made an organ which 
he sold to the church - also made himself a broadcloth coat which lasted 
him the rest of his life. In 1850 he was apPointed mail agent (route 
agent) on the Rutland & Burlington R. R. just completed, making the 2,4 
mile trip from Boston to Burlington one day,and back the next, witn one 
week's rest out of three. In 185' he went back to the Middlebury post-
o~fice for a couple of years, then after a trip to Nebraska ca~e back to 
become station agent. After 186, he engaged in several business ventures, 
acquired some income property, etc., and in 1870 was elected Town Clerk, 
serving for 25 years. He died in 1907 at the age of 86. He gave all 
his real estate to a foundation for the operation of the Sheldon Museum 
which houses many and various things he collected and is still operated 
by the Sheldon Foundation. 

Now about the marking. The R. & B. Railroad evidently furn-
ished their ststion agents with oval handstamps with the na~e of the town 
across the top and R. & B. R. R. at the bottom - movable dates in the 
center. Dr. Chase lists the one for Middlebury, and I have seen one 
just like it, dated in the sixties, for Sutherland. Sheldon evidently 
had another stamp with his own na~e in place of the initials of the rail­
road. He used this stamp on his own incoming mail - m~il addressed to 
him, I mean - and I have such a cover. Someti~es he used the railroad 
stamp on his incoming mail also. Clarence Wilson, of Detroit, has 
about eight of these coveys, all addressed to Sheldon and stamped with 
one of the other of these oval markings which of course have no postal 
significance when so used. However, there is at least one case - I 
have Dr. Chase's tracing of it - in whicn the railroaj stamp was used to 
cancel a 3~ 157 stamp on an outgoing letter to Brandon, Vt. And now you 
have a case in which he used hie personal handetamp as a postmark! It 
is most interesting. If the owner of the cover wants to find out wnether 
the letter was written by Sheldon, it would be very simple to prove by 
thex handwriting. 

I suppose Sheldon got used to using a handetamp when he worked 
in the postoffice and also as route agent on the railroad. Anyway, I 



S. B. Ashbrook - 2 - Feb. 4, 1954. 

am« delighted to have the photograph. If the owner wants any more in-
formation about Sheldon, I may be able to supply it. The whole story 
is doubly interesting to me because my paternal ancestors owned a farm 
about two miles west of Middlebury for over two hundred years. when I 
was a emaIl boywewentthere~oramonthortwoeverysummer.soIknow 
the town very well indeed and have happy memories of it. ==-------

TW0 ort three things in your letter - no, tne P. O. D. did not 
have a mail clerk on every contract route by any means, althou~h it did 
have them on all the lon~er ones with a few exceptions and on some fairly 
short ones. For example, in Massachusetts in 1861 there were 49 separ-
ate postal routes and only fifteen had route agent service. 'rhe longest 
route without such service was ~8 miles, and the shortest one that did 
have it wae 27 miles. This is of course an extreme case as there were 
many more short routes in Massachusetts than in moet States. Without 
making an actual count, I would guess that a little less than half of all 
the routes had route agents in the late fifties, although on a mileage 
basis it would probably be over 80%. 

As for the ultra-violet lampls utility, I a~ glad to have your 
views. You mention telling tt.e difference between black inks - but now 
about red inks? J.1ost of the PHlLADA RAILR~AJ markings are in red, as 
well as the accompanying New York town marke. 

Thank you very much indeed for the information about tne stea~ers 
sailin~ from New York. If my cover was dated A~ril 11, 185~, a Monday, 
as indicated by the markings, on the N~IXX~HXK. Eastern R. n. which was 
north of Boston, it may well not have arrived in New York until April l~ -
in whiCh case it probably would not have caught the stea .er sailing tnat same 
day. Leavin~ on the 20th, it could have arrived in San Francisco by 
May 21st, I presume. 1he receiving notation even shows the time of 
day - 8 PM. 

Well, I hope the informati.on about Sheldon is of some value to 
you and that for once I have been able to be helpful to you after all you 
have done for me. 

Hope you are in ~oo:' health a ~ld not having too severe a winter. 

Sincerely, 



W . J . MACK 

GENERAL AGENT 

MILLARD H . MACK 
SPECIAL AGENT 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO, 

1204 CAREW TOWER 

TELEPHONES {MAIN 2814 
AV 4061 

,~_~~4~, 

~#~ 
J13dlld~~ 
~,.?"dL:, 



For:rn8817 
Rev. 9-37 

~ost effitt 1Dtpartmmt 
Received from: ST NLEY U. SHLRW 

P. O. Box 31 
-~---------------------;\.3-#c-R-.--T.fi6fl'l --

v . .. OOTPlfIOINT nIHTllf. Into. 6--10325 POSTMASTER. 
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Feb. ?4, 19.54. 

r. 1l1ard Henry tick, 
3930 Red Bud Avenue, 

Cincinnati 29. Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Mac : 

The 3¢ 1861 was issued first to the publio at Baltimore on 
Saturday, ugust 18th, 1861. Supplies \Iere placed on sale at a number 
ot post otfices thruout the East, the folloWing 'VIe k, and a large number 
were sold at Fhiladelphia . Among the tirst supplies were quanti ties of 
the Rose and ot the Pink, henoe en early date ot use of uguot <r September 
1861 does not mean the stamp wos e Pink. e have variations of the Pink 
ond the rare tint is what \'ie cell the "Pigeon Blood." It really is a 
rare color and espeoially so on the orig1.nal cover. It is vory boautiful, 
being a rich dark PINK. 

e call the eerly print s of the 
and some of these heve a pinkish cast 8Jld 
real PINK. They'o by various names /JUab 
"Rosy PiJlk" etc. etc. 

Roee, the "Eurl!' Rose ot 1861" 
ere fr~Ci.uently classified as the 
8S "Near P1nk," " inkieb Rose" -

The stamp on your cover is a "Rose" end the rest tbt'lt oan be stated 
tibout it, is that it is an ~Early Rose of 1861." 

I be11eve it 1s rather interesting to note at mile the old 3¢ 18.57 
became illegal for use I't Phi lF.delph1a along about ugust 26-?7, 1861, it was 
still legal ~ New Torr- up until the niddle of Septsnber. 

I enclose a oopy ot the 3st Pink from My rotorence oollection. I 
suggest that you lay tbi s copy alongside the copy on your cover end by side-by­
side canparison you 111 note the d1fferenoe betl'Veen e ~ and 8 Pink . You 
can return thi s at your convenience. 

1.11 passing I might mention that it 16 stated thot the temale eye is 
much batter in noting the d1tterence in oolors than the male, theretore, per-he ps 
when you are in doubt, Mrs. Mack m1gh t lend e bit ot assistance. I have tried 
it out on IIrs. AshbrOOk and it seelllA!ld to \'«)rk • 

• ay I thank you very kindly for your check whicb is satisfactory. 

Sincerely yours, 



Red Bud Ave. 3930 . Ohio 
Cincinnati, 
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Mr. C. Corwith .agner, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dea r Cor Wi tb : 

Feb. 19, 19.54 •. 

I trust that by this time you have fully recovered 
and th t you ere able to et about wi tbout any trouble. 

The following is very oon!'idontial . y cood fri~nd, 
Lonis Yeckel s eClS to 00"0 .eon in tho hospital quite e bit 
in the at ye rs. Y. 11 rite8 me t 0 io get.ting elong 
okay end th thlnr; serious, b t uch tir.Je undersolnl:'. 
treatment nder if hie el~e t in really ninor. Do 
you n ? you mention wi 11 b od in the 8 rlct-
est oon!'1denee' 

rin t for your :t'1l(3 of e cover t t 
belongs to Suroly this r.l\wt b very early from 
St. Louis . stmork:? Is it Cairo? 1 eunposo I 
shouldn't EI s~ the se q ll1'.itit i"ne but should ref.er to tho ehe oe 
book on Terri torials • 

• ith ell cood Wishes -

Cordially your5 , 

, 

• 



c. CORWITH WAGNER 
ACCIDENT 

0 0 HEALTH 

9NSVRANCE <?AGENCY 
LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BU ITE t B 2" BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING BURGLARY 

8< HOLDUP 
SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE 

February 23rd 1954. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, ~ntucky. 

Dear Stan: 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 
1 6 4 0 

Your note of the 19th, postmarked the 20th, came to hand 
today. Thank you for the photograph of the Grabbert cover" I am 
familiar with this item, and have it in photostat for my records, 
but be assured I am very glad to have the photograph - for it 1* 
~uch plainer, as to detail. 

The postmark CAHO: is Cahokia - Ills. To the best of my 
knowledge all the mail from St. Louis went east from either Cahokia 
or Kaskaskia. There was no postal system in Upper Louisiana until 
early 1805 - my earliest St. Louis postmark I believe is April -
maybe March, 1805. Grabberts item is very, very early. 



/ 

Mr. C. Corm th .agner, 
1834 Boatl'len' s Bank Bldg., 

314 North Broadway, 
St. Louis 2, o. 

Dear Corwi th : 

Feb. 25, 1~54. 

You can be sure that I nill trent your letter 1n the strictest 
confidence and will never dlvulge a mrd of lt~ contento to anyono. 

Mrs. Ashbrook: end I ere very fond of the Yeckels. She ls a lady 
1n every sense of the 'WOrd and llDst charning. He is a ' grand character and 
8 gentleman. In this d~ and age it certainly is nloe to know such a 
couple. e suspected thet he had some sorious ailment because ot the time 
he has spent at the lx>spltal in the past yrer. \ihen one 1s eeriously ill 
in these times one is apt to 8lspect cancer 0 r heart. Let us hope tm t his 
trouble is not cancer beoouse one is opt to linger for so long end sufter 
so much. .rust 8 slatl death for months and months, e lang drawn-out a1'tair 
that is alJoost as hard on the fan11y as the pot1ent. 

Thanks so much for the inform3tlon on the Brebbert coyer. It wae 
interesting and I must confess that I nover hee:rd ot CAHOK!A ILL. I have 
en old "Gazetter~ at 1832 and it gives ~ "Cahokia - St. Clair Co. Ill. ebout 
1 111. E. of the! Mississippi; 5 M. belO¥ St. Louis" 20 If. Harr1oonville, 52 
NN\i. of Kaskasia. 97B fron W. It is a French village." 

I suppose the 978 from '. ,W8S Hashlngton. 

I elso note that there 1s a deSCription of the tm'ilIl 1n the Chase 
book: on "Tcrrltorlals" nd that it is now 8 part ot 1nduatrinl at ..,t. 
Louis. 

Have you entirely recovered? 

Vtith ell good wishes -

Cordi ally you I'S • 



c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

gNSVRANCE eAGENCY 

SUITE 1824 BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 

ACCIDENT 
HEAl.TH 

l.IFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGl.ARY 
a. HOl.DUP 

SA I NT LO U IS (2) AUTOMOBIl.E 

ESTABLISHED 

19'4 

M A I N 

1 6 4 0 

February 26th 1954 

i~. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 
I telephoned Alma Yeckel this morning before I left the 

house II do not work as hard as I use to, and rarely leave home before 
10 A. l"1 .) and she told me that Louie was now at home. This occured 
last Wednesday. She said she had taken him home to "get away from 
hospital routine, and give him a rest". She told me again that he had 
lost a great deal of weight and was not regaining his strength. 

Upon my arrival at my office I found your letter of the 25th. 
I am sure that Louie's illness dates ' back more than a year - and in my 
book - I have been in the life insurance business almost 40 years - I 
believe my Itguess" will prove correct. I shall pray for his recovery -
but if that is not to be - he deserves more than a long and hopeless 
illness. 

The old town of Cahokia was situated directly accross the 
river from what is now the foot of Market Street - which in the early 
days was the "heart" of St. Louis. There is a Union Electric power 
plant - called the ttCakohia Plant~· which I believe is built on or very 
near the center o~ the old town. Sometime when I am handy to my records 
1 will give you a thumnail s ketch of Cakohia. 

I am getting around very well now - altho my leg has a tend­
ency to tire when I stand on it too long. However I consider my selr 
as being very lucky - all things considered. 

Ir anything or i mportance occurs concerning Louie Yeckel 
I will drop you a line. 

Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitude and-Reliability 



C. G. Alton Meana STAMP AUCnONS OUll SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
POSTAGE STAMPS - COINS 

BOOKS • PAINTINGS • PIUNTS 

Collections Purchased. Sold or Appraised 

17 BROADWAY 

NEW HAVEN 11. CONNECTICUT 

Telephone 7-4495 

----

Hany B. l:eHer 



r. Harry B. ~erfor, 

The Call ctor's Shop , 
17 Broad ny, 

/ 

r 0 Ha en 11, Conn. 

Deer rry: 

Yours a the 24th r cei vod. 

I m I'otU'II in tero"i th tho ,it 1847 with the "PAIl) in Grid" 
marking, also the other copy 01' th !Ii '4'1, hleh 1',as evidently enclosed tlu-u 
error. I hIJV • de a vcrS' c~reful ex in tion 01' tt e ~ and in my opin ion, 
it is 0 fake, tho hit . B BndsT,sru.pcd. ~vldontly some faker at t61l.pted 'to 

produce nn lmt tation of e Boston type F.al( he applisd 1 t to a pencance1 d !}¢. 
The letters ~ro to he vy for th I Boston and the "aliGn. ent" 1s different. 
Further, J. don't like the color f the bla.k 'Ilk HS it ins 8 modern look. 
Sev rai other post ofnces uced tUs smull liYpe 'but this 10 different from any 
of hich I have a record tlDa it is my 0 )inion this was !:J.sc.e to imitat the 
Boston. l:..oroski of llaris [Iljkcs things like t. is rut ne is 001; uerefUl enough 
to ll'I8ke exact C opics in many in stances. He is tl clover c rook MIld auld he 
hung, if such as posflil.lle . 

"J - Thonkc 30 tluch for the photosmphs of the too Pro ld nee covers. 
I no te you stcte the se lcre 0 recent i'iad that you £lade 00 I jud{:;e there is IX> 
uestion in your lIlind that ~th are genuine. If I wosn 't a~sured of thut foct 

I w:>uld be inclined to be suspicious of the 10¢ Lcc8use 01' the "P DtI ond ", . " 
l. muld be inclinod to suspect that someone bbd put the iO¢ utamp on 8 paid but 
stamplecs Cover. I really .don1t recall, but \ AS it th B habi t 01' the Providence 
office to hon dstel"lp each pa id 1 etter with IIPAIDlI and the rate? A lO¢ stD. P on 
this cover could be explained th,,-t the ~Irltor figured the lett;er was ovel i/? 
an ounce and pa i<l it 8ccordinly but the Providence office did oot find it over 
1/2 ounce, hence stac:ped it 85 "PIlIU "5,11 or he could have ::.ade on error 1n 
using 8 ".5" ill6tood of a "10,' rote stonp. 

Regar in" the photo raphs you mentl' ned, r surely woo.1d. like to 
have the!l and I will glauly refund to you the forwardine 1 outage. 

1 ercwith I am enclosing a sample copy of my arch Service Issue. 
I thought perhaps you might be lntere~jted in the contents. This seems to be a 
feature of our postal t story t!ltot r aD been «ltlrely overlooked 1,y phllatel1c 
students. 

I note that in the later 0 Ie on the )rovid c , he 1l1uctrEIte 
8 cover from the Go:ae corresL>ondence - see illuGtratlon 14, p g 80 . rt 00 s e 
date of "Nov. 14 ,n ·very similar to your 5¢ 01' "Oct . ?l," ate p in upp r left sa e 
pene ncel, same handwri tine, etc. He stoteu this cover "is alright, thou£; 1 ts 
history has not yet been truoed out . 1i It ~:ua in the Unter c"~ ,ction on J'an. 10, 
1900, ent to cDaniel i 190; in tie ortllington CCiL_"ctilln in 191'1 . 
Purchased by Slater Oct. 74, 1917. Diu you know all of thia? 



) 
{ 
/ 

,2. r. Harry D. Keffer - Feb. ?8, 1954. 

Th re is DO f'ee on the 5¢ '47 and l~ ter I will ahow you 8 color 
photOf"raph that I Ado - this prnvided it comes out okny. 

'ru. 3h brook jo1nn me in kindest regards. 

Cordially yours, 



Apr:'l 6. 19.54. 

Mr. Harry .' etrer. 
17 'Broad , 

ven 11, Conn. 

De r Horry: 

re ere t h to prints ot the 5¢ 1847 
th t you s nt me last flO h. One is Ilregul '," the 
oth pr by th ult -viol t. DC tack ot print. 

1 th b st ish s -

Cordially you IS, 







This Photograph 
Was Made By 
ULTRA - VIOLn 

RAY 
By Stanley D. Ashbrook 



PUBLISHER- PHILATELIC 
FROM THE DESK OF 

"PAT PARAGRAPHS" CONSULTANT 

THE PHILATELIC ELLIOTT PERRY MOUNTING 

~EF"ERENCE LETTERING 

STAMPS BOUGHT, SOLD AND APPRAISED EXAMINATION 

February 25, 1954 

Stan; 

CheCK $125 and 10c 1847 arrived O.K. and thanks 
for your promptness. 

John is nearing the end of a lettering job which 
has been in the worAS for several months and ~ill be 
able to do 10c 1847 plating whenever the stamps come. 

Maurice Blake advises me he has documentary proof 
that the U.S.-G.B. trea1~ate of 1849 was effective 
for U.S. domestic mails as early as August 1849, as 
per ann unce~ent by the postmaster at Boston. 

Issue flo. 10 of your Special Service has been read 
carefully, and particularly the part regarding the 
registry service. A fact cannot be changed and there­
fore I do not question any facts. But facts can be 
misunderstood or misinterpreted, and people's ideas 
about facts may be incorrect, or changed. 

Too often the student does not have all the facts, 
and can draw conclusions only from these he has. In 
my opinion all the pertinent facts in re the contro­
versy about the 5c Jefferson stamps have not been pub­
lished. Also , performance does not alV1ays prove in­
tent, and neither does intent always prove perfor­
mance. In my opinion conclusions which are reached by 
mis-stating facts, as a noble character i~hila. has 
done, aren't ~orth a hoorah. 

llien the pressure eases up I shall try to comment 
on your facts and your conclusions. R~gardless of 
anything that happened afterwards)it is still my opin­
ion that the original intent was to have the registry 
fee payable by a 5c stamp, and that had there been no 
such intention the 5c stamp would not nave been order­
ed. No other adequate reason has been shown for hav­
ing a 5c stamp at that date. 
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PARAGRAPHS 
1931 .... No.1 
1951 .... No. 55 

A REFERENCE LIBRAR Y 

for UNITED STATES 

AND OTHER PHILATELISTS 

More than 1000 illustrations have appeared, including about 400 unusual postma rks and 
cancellations in natural size and over 600 enlargements of genuine and other stamps, repr ints, 
etc., and also about 100 photo reproductions of original announcements pertaining to stamps 
or postal history of the United States. Fundamental facts are also included which apply to 
many stamps the world over. Pract ically all the data is from research since 1918 in original 
sources .and much of it is not obtainable in catalogs, handbooks. or any other philatelic 
publications. 

The page numbering is continuous beginning with page 1 in No.1. No. 55 begins with 
page 1841 . Pages are 5" by 7". A complete set occupies only 7 inches of shelf room. 

Partial Index by Issues or Subjects 
Data on the various issues or subjects mentioned below will be found in Pat Paragraphs, 

but much other information not listed here is included in Sections No. 1 to No. 55. 

UNITED STATES 
Postmaster stamps: jn 2. 19. 21, 22, 54. 
1847 issue: in all sections 1 to 54, except 38 and 44. 
1851-60: in 1, 6-22, 24-26. 29-31, 34, 35. 40-44, 46-48, 50. 53, 55. 
1861-68 : in 3-26, 30, 31. 33, 34, 36-55. Sanita(y Fairs: in 1. 2. 16. 38. 
North-South Mail: in6.11 , 12. 44. 46, 47. 
1869: in 14, 15, 30, 33, 34. 40, 45, 46, 48, 49, 52. 
1870-89: in 1,4,5,7-15, 19,20,29,34,35,37,39-42,45.49,51-55. 
Carriers: in 2, 9, 25-27 , 29-35, 39-41,51-54. 
Canada & B. N. A.: in 32, 34, 36. Hawaii & U. S. : in 34, 42, 43 . 
Confederates: in 4,5,13-16,21,24,25,31,32,36,46,47.49,50,54.55. 
Departments: in 8, 27, 42-45, 48, 49. 
Express Mails: in 1, 21-25, 27, 28, 32, 45, 53. 54. 
Pony Express: in 37-41, 46, 47, 50, 52. Private Posts: in 3,16,25-55. 
Revenues (General Issue) : in 1, 10, 29, 42, 43. (Private Die) in 2-6, 8, 10, 12: 14, 16, 

18,20,21,23,24,26,27,29,31,33,35,37,38,41 ,46, 47 , 49-51, 55. 
Postmarks & Cancels: in 2 , 5,10, 12-14, 1.6-23,27,30-34,36,37,39,42,44-46,48-53. 

PRICES: (subject to change without notice) 
Sections 52 to 55, each 5oc, all five for ... ... ......... ...... ..... .... .. ... ..... $1.25 
Any four sections of the above five .......................... ...... ..... .... . ...... 1 .00 
Sections 40 and 42 to 51 , each ....... ... .... ... ............ ........ .. ........ ....... .50 
Other sections (if not out of print) eath ............... ........... .... ........ 1.00 

ELLIO'IT PERRY, B00 33, Westfield, New .Jersey 
A. P. S. 2322; Co~ A. P. S. Handbook Committee 1931-47 

(Author or adapter of "Ftn-3s I Didn't Make," "Louder, Gabriel, LOUDER," 
"Needham at the Bat," "Juice of the Sukkasukka Tree," " Research Among the 
Researchers," and other amusing satires on stamp collecting and collectors.) 

- .. 



l1I'Ch 2, 1 ~.54 . 

r. 'lliott Perry, 
p. o. Box 3,53, 

.estfield, N.J'. 

'lliott: 

Thenks very much for the information on Helph Benn and the rake 
revenue inverts. I have never taken a great deal of interost in revenues but any-
thing in the iey 01' faked items, revenues or otherwise, does tn~b~:est • y 
memory is rather hazy on the Henn fakes but it seems to me that 'hen you paid me 
a visit to Fort itchell early in 1936 that you had just been to Clevaland and 
that you had so e of the fakes with you. I right or rong"! As I recall, Ie 
ere of tha opinion at the time that the heeds on normal copies had been bleached 

out and a facs leo engraving had been prInted upside down . 

I am enclosing enlarged photo prints of t ~ copies that lOre recently 
submitted to me, one a normal stamp, the other an invert . This lhoto'raph 'asmede 
by ultra-violet and you . i 11 note that not only do the heads appear to be from the 
same die but that the ultra- violet vuiled to sho the slightest sign of any m nkey­
business . C6Ilcels, silk threads and paper sho\"J up perfectly normal. J.'herefore, I 
as ooGvinced the Invert wos genuino in overy respect . Keep 'tihl s print for your 

files but pl ase do not use it in any lay. I merely ention thh 88 a caution kn ing 
tha t yOll woo ld not do so. 

He - 24 i DlllB 1 ¢ - Do you l'CmembHr Lot 499 in the at erhous8 sRle - a 
?4¢ 1860 ut;ed an a l¢ tnr Die? Pel haps could aie out photo prints for you o't be 
following,: 

24« 1860 plUB 1 ¢ '.57 - trom He 1 York to Irehmd. 
?4? 1861 ad Lilac plus 1~ '61 from Ne York to England. 
20~ plus lq to PruSSia. 
18 1 stamps of ?4q violet - two 3¢ anQ a l¢. JI. wonderful cover. 
20£ nlus 1£ to France. Double rate 'O¢ 1861 plus 1¢ 1861 - very rare usage. 
lOr! plllS 1st to Cenadu - t 0 5rf. 1863 Brown plus l¢ 1861 . 
10\! plus 11 \.0 Canada - u JlX)st unU6U 1 cover- 11/ lR5'/ pa id - the rete of 10¢ 
sent unpaid . e York Ian. 2, 1861 to St . Catharines C. i . 

15£ DIllS 1st to fronee - a trip 01' five ;¢ 1,61 p1ua a 1«1 1861. I Qoubt if 
I coul0 seIXl a print 01' this without t 1'8 olmer's p",r lssion. 

I have records of other covers but no photographs . 

I note your renerlcs about rthur Hall . 

. He - yours of the t:.5th. Yes, aurice Blake has roof trot from July 1, 
1849(?) to June 30, lR61, inc., the P.O . l>ept. t:lt 8 ihington instructed postmasters not 
to recognize a triple rete. ost zing discovory by Blake in my opinion and a most 
valuable contribution to phlletel1c research wor • 

I note your re!!larks re - the e rly r istratlon syste and your belief' 
that the 5¢ 18,56 rus originally issued to pay tho re Ietration fee. I recognIze the 
fact that everyone is entitled to their own pplnion. I don't know what the original 



.. 

2. r. Elliott Perry - orch 2, 1954. 

intention of the P ••• W68 when he ordered the 5¢ 1856, nor do I care because 
I don't think that point is of any importance. hat I do knov is thot the De­
partment did not ant any me l'kings, memos. etc., on a registered letter to in­
dicate 1 t wes in toot class. This 'act 1s 8 me tter. of record. 'l'he use 01' a 5¢ 
s amp ith a 3¢ .ould have indicated 8 registered letter. I could argue tbmt 
ma tar turther but to nry purpose. If you halVe any intention of dOing so I beg 
of yoU to not waste the time as I do not care to discuss the "matter . 

Yours etc., 

I 
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r. red • 11en, 
Box .539. 

New Rochelle , N. Y. 

Dear 'l"ed: 

Here ith the ~4¢ ~61. Yes, this 1s 
het 1s 1sted in Lh ~ . U. c . es the "Steal Blue." 

The f ct is, tho "Steel luaU 1.e 8 n.t ural 00101' 

cha lin of th 2 tl¢ Violet find soma are chang l1np;s 
of the earliest: Red Lilacs. Th fine t ohan elings 

re of the Violet. 

1 ays n1e t hear 1'rom you. 

T best of luok. 

Cord ally yours, . 

• 



J . H . G I BB ONS. PRESIDENT 

G. C. O UTLA W. SEC .- TREAS. 

~ qt:gh~: ~~b~~'~ 
~rr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No . Ft . Thomas Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

Wednesday, March 3, 1954. 

I have your nice letter about what you did M.onday in re 
Lee Chadwick & Warren Scholl. i] hope I did not give you the false 
opinion that I thought there was the least thing wrono about theln. I 
have done a lot of business with them in my little way and have never 
found anything that was not strictly on the up & up . I have sent them, 
for me , large amounts of stru~s to sell and everythin~ has been very clean. 
If I tri ed hard to criticize anything about this littl e deal I would say 
they should not have let themselves get in the position of not being able 
to deliver the sheet in their ad. It seems to me if I were running that 
bulletin I would not advertise any item to sell unless it was in my hands . 
That of cour se might not be practical. This item we are discussing was not 
even in the o~ner' s ijands , but in , of all people , Phil Ward ' s . I shall 
keep you posted on developments . 

Her e are four cover s .~ich I vvish you would endorse. Mou 
have alr eady passed on them, having had them in your hands from me 
before . I bought the fifth cover from Reinhardt the other day for 
$50 which I thought was r easonable . I bought it stri ctl y on lobks r urld 
not condi tion . It is LOa bad the st2~ has not better mar gins , but isn ' t 
it t he ni cest struck and the blackest copy you ever saw? 

Just finished r eading the SERVICE fo~ March . Very inter esting . 
I had quite a thrill at the start thinking, well here is something that 
may develop into a lead f or my 90¢ 1860 cover . But of course it di d not 
apply . But i t does make my new 5¢- 10¢ Rouse Point cover rather unusual. 

s~\ 
Inclosed ~20 for the four covers .-fees . 

It SUS# 2- Lot 11 HRHarmer 9/14/53 
II II ~~- II #4D-HBPm.~p(JRooie/9?,18/51 . 
1\ It 17A- ll Lot 307 Harmer Hooke 9/18/51 
It \I 116- Lot 136 Ifarmer- RoSlke- 11/6/50 
1\ II 2- Bought last week from Reinhardt . (Not for expertizing. ) Just 

to show a pretty cover??? 
It It 

~ ) _ ) j -,' A-~ . 
MOBILE . ALABAMA NEW ORLEANS . LA . ORLANDO . FLORIDA DAYTONA BEACH . FLA . 

MO~· ~REVEPORT . LA . JACKSONVIL L E . F L A . WEST PALM BEAC H . FLA. 

SAVANNAH . GEORGIA TAMPA . F L ORIDA LAKELAND. F LOR I DA SARA SOTA . FL O R I DA 



f Mr. EMMERSON C. r Uo,J 
.., 30 8 .. 13 h Ay ., South 

I &;M~ . 

MAR - 5 1954 



flrch 9, 1954. 

r. orsan C. rug, 
3008 - 13th Ave •• South. 

B1mingham, lee 

D r 

er ith t} 1ve (5) 
You 111 note tho t I h ndst ped th 

cover ... a8 er your: of the 3I' • 
nd eigne the handstemp. 

pe' fer covers this y but 1 Sr.l not au 
1 prefer to have n .rmission to u e th 
preferable to a p in cneil not tion. 
future Will, of course, b okay. 

toot others do. At any rate, 
handst p hJch I b 1i ve is 

h1ch Vel" you pref,!' in the 

r . ember thpt some 0 1 object d b call e aro ndsta pAd 
covors in the Gibson sale but r th1.n' it waR a ~ood t.hine OR it sho ed thFt 
t cover come from th GibBOn ooll.ction. 

am just vein en 11 h to honestly e1leve th t my ndorse::1ent 
on these covers will beaa BOod inve.trn t . 

Regard • 

Your fltC •• 

.... . --Ro - the l¢ 1869 strip . I suppose i t 8pp~nled to DIe becetuse it was a 
vertical strip of three on cover. I didn't th1.nk :it made ny cUfferenc •• 
tied or ntled . I can' t rememb~r 'hen I Sf"VJ a vertical on r.over but I have 
a poor m ory . V rt , ho ~ver, must be nuch more re than horizontals . 
~~t do you think? 



173 Tulip Avenue. Floral Park. New York • FL 4-4636 

AUCTIONS. APPRAISALS. RETAIL. WHOLESA'LE. STAMPS· COVERS· ACCESSORIES 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

March 1, 1954 

Would like your opinion on the enclosed. Is it a IC. 

Have not heard much from you lately and was wondering 
how things were going. Trust all is well with you folks. 

With kind personal regards to Mildred and yourself from 
Virginia and me. 

JAF:ew 
enclosure 
registered 

Buy at the Sign 0/ the Triangle 

Sincerely, 

d!:. FOX 



,r. John A. Fox, 
173 Tull p .1 ve. , 

lor 1 ... ark, I.Y. 

Dear John: 

hen I a ned your letter anri am the check I thought to I'lyself -
thi s chee 1'"' going b ok bec use '11 b , da ne if' r .11 let my good fr1f1nd 
John ox p y r::o nny lch tee for typing a One Cent 1 .51. hen;: looked at. 
the at !:lp Ji th :) glass and hen I DAV. it H1 4 I decided the t l'1sybe th e dope 
I could g1 va you ou 10 justit y at lflsot a rt of th. fee. John tIlis is l'I d rn 
r re tamp and in ell Y .... · rs ~ith t \8 old On (ent 1·hi 1s the finest 8J.R4 I 
h ve ever seen. nd in addi tlon, it 10 on co :r d a heAutl1\.l little cover at 
t let. I have oigned t e cov r on the ba. and 1 clu e som a dot, on tl ~ype 

end the 'curl." If I 011ns thH" co er no one auld gAt Jt aWAY JlI10rl P. unless 
laid nt 1 st 500.00 on the lin. d ht'l wo 1d hl3v. to slap j t. do n in a hurry 

or else I would curely change y t!.lnd. .I. made photoer nlHl of thi ~ P rrect 11 ttle 
p, and 1 ,i 11 en prin ts to you let c r . 

In roy tim I heve se.n and .hotop;rflnh d ov nr fifty 7T?1~' s hut I 
doubt if I have seen as l.'1any as halt a d02en 81H4' ond none as t'lne flO t.h1 fl. 
This is p rhaps not a f oir 00. rison because Ith t.} A 'l.'ype r I marlf' ~m Int~n81ve 
search to locote all knm.n copies h1ch I did not do with R1R4 . Hov.a1 p.r, 8e a 
puess I believe th t an 81114 is a sc~rccr stomp th n 7RlE . I coo ld be mi staken. 

ay I thank ~'ou very klndJ.y 1br the check. 

I am enclosing herewith three color slldcG h~ch plear;e retu.rn . 
No . F26 - a cover with a gorgeous example of the Henna - the real color and not a 
CroSB betweon 8 red brown and a Henna . lhis stamp on this cover compares in 
color quul1ty witb tb rare p1geon blood of the 3rt 18hl. I think this slUe is a 
very fine reproduction of the nctual colors . 

}'17 is & photo~raph ot the above staMp . 
!! is the 3¢ '61 "DARK C' J...AKE" - a very t'Are and rich shade -

far more rare than even the Pigeon. I hove thref' or four in my ret .renee collec­
t ion - ell I have ever sep.n j n e 40 years soarch . These close- ups w"re t.aken 
less than three inches trom tho lena . SpeCiAl equipMent 1s req,ulred tor shar 
razor edge tocus and close-up distanco. 

I auld tt.ink you could 1'jnd use for color slides of covp.rs anti off 
cov r i tell13 . They make 8 ond rful record. If interested J. .ulri make you a 
special price. Careful ark 1s r.quired as I take a mp.ter reading of each item . 

I am pleased to report that lldred alld I hAve bAen well all inter 
and I am kept busy ell the tina . in fact. too busy ror such a young chap . 

_ By the YJay John. did you ever try any old Jack Daniels? I suppo"'e 
you have but it not e I Jar it at any fine bor. It is a enneSSfte bourbon and 
for a straight shot I thin\{ 1 t hasn't any equal . sk V1rginia to try 0 shot with 
a bit at' water on the side. I irr.agine sha ."tll like it. IncldentaiJy it was a 
favor1 te of my old friend Bill 'iest. 



• 1f2 • • r. John A. Jo'ox - arch.5, 19.54. 

, , . 

Congr tu1atlons on such B nice stAMP_ I fib 8Y8 pet 8 thrlll 
out of somethi > very unusual in the erand old One een t. 

ildred j oina me in the best of' tshes to Virginia and you. 
o 1 that young 1a dy B1 d how Are you? 

As ver yours, 

I 







~~f~r~ 
~tf!t# ~-'---b'f~~//7~ 

.' ~~ ,. 

13 1 .", • L 



E G GUY PllllE&IDENT a GeNERAL MGR 

J G FLECKENSTEIN. VICE PRU ,N CHARGE OF' SAI..ES 

Cf\YSTAt 
PHonE 125 

M. A. HAGERMAN. SI[CRETARY.TREASURER 

M B CLAR K. AUT TRUS a TAAF'FlC MGR 

~OF CflRson CITY 
'f C 0 A P02;ATE 0 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

CAR son CIT Y. fTll CHI G A n 

Ionia, Michigan. 
March 3, 1954. 

Stan, I find I have'nt written you since back in late December - in fact 
have not replied to your letter of December 30th and find too that I owe 
you $5.00 fee for checking some covers for me at that time. Check enclosed. 
I don't know why I uut off writing so long but main reason was that I wanted 
to be able to tell you that Rene and I were coming down for some weekend. 
However, one thing right after another came up to prevent our getting away 
so far but we hope to still make it some time later this month. 

I note your remarks about the Pratt article on the l¢ 1851-51 in the 
January A.P. amd I too read this through twice and am still wondering what 
it is about. As clear as mudl 

Just this mornin~, I received Lot #55 from Mozian's auction of February 
25-26th which was described as: "24¢ violet Scott's #60 fine." I need this 
number - the so-called Au~ust issue - but this does not look like a violet 
color to me and am suspicious it is just the common #10 or #18. I bid $26.50 
and ~ot it for $25.00. Please tell DB, Stan, if this is #60 or not and if 
it is genuine, please sign it on back as OK or mount it on a small card 
and endorse below the stamp - and if not a #60 violet, give me memo to that 
effect that I can send back to Mozian. 

The }&chigan Stamp Club had an exhibit at Detroit last Saturday and Sunday, 
and I spent some time with Jack Molesworth who attended. He has a nice 
stock of U.S. and Condederates and is doing well. 

Snow fell last night and roads are in bad shape today so am staying home 
until later in the day when may heai out for Detroit. We got about ten 
inches of snow during the night. 

Regards to all. 

JGF/ 
Enc: 



For:m381.7 
Rev. 9-37 
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.. 
"r . J . Q . ')eckeDS ein, 

419 Union ~treet, 
Ionia. tell. 

Dear Jack: 

~arch 5 . 19.54 • 

ours of the 3rd received and I am returning herevlith t~ ?4¢' 
1861. Looks s that h Y01 obtained a rAr stamp t a bargain price, because 
this is 60 and a much rarer stO:'lP than th 60 vi'1let. I'll hot there 
in't a dealer in ew Yonc C1 ty ho W)u1 no~ a Goa if he sa one. I ill 
also bet th t YOl. could so reh uction catalogues for :'1l3ny years past and 
you ~ouldn't find one offered. It is on. tom) l1 c ted in the ~.U .S. that 
never comes up at auction. h rtamp is similar to the Violet 60 but dIfferent. 
aturally it 1s not the r~o. 78 as thqt stamp 1s very dt f'ferent. I suppose 

that is hy the thot ht it 68 ~ 60 . 

Mildred cna I '.eTe loosed 10 learn that at lon Iflst H e and 
you wi 11 come do 1n the nee r future. ;e intend t.o get so e kin d of a roll-
e ay bed for Stan's room so that e can sleep 8 couple ov~r night • 

. e OI~ expectin, Stan home the ~eek-end of the 70th to bld us 
good- bye before his ship leaves on the 5th ai' April 1'or the mun the or1d 
cruise . The three of u~ may dri vo down to Lexington to spend th t Saturday And 
Sunday v.lth h"'l.l1ott nd ao 11y. e have :'\lests coning in tOOlOrrow - otherwt:-e 
no other plans for t is month or April . It WCJ..lld be I"'.ice if YOll could drive bv 
Adrian and bring t he SUersons with you . 

~f'oin re - :r60 . A fine violet. is VJorth full catalogu or r.:ore, 
so Jack lIh n yo make a 10 bid . I Cion' t thi ~ you should expect to get 8 gc.od 
color or decent condition. This was an exception becaus" the boys 1'.fJO are 
suppo ... ed to know reallz ed this l08 not a 'violet . " 

e note by the rndio and papm-s of the heavy snow north of mre . 
Thank God ;e have had very 11 ttle. In fact , the ground h~re is tree of the 
stuff . Somethlag I h tee oft n think of that "push in the slush' that. we 
had from 'arahall to the Castle. 'Ih t mw t have lH~ft[I in 1949 . 

I DOte you spent some tiJ'!le v.i th 101esworth in Detroit and I hope you 
"re able to obtain some nice covers from hin . 

-e - the l<t '51 . rl'h1s week: I had subnit ted to me for opinion a 
eopr of B1R4 on cover. The finest copy I have ever seen . I rep,ard 8LR4 as the 
finest exemp1e of Type IC. It Is the full "K" relief wi th no erosure or ~hort transfer. 

Our regards to kene and you . 
Cordially yours , 



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25', D. C. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

N 



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
33 North Ft. Thomas A.venue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ash brook: 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington 25, D. C. 

February 26, ~954 

Your letter of February 3, 1954, to the Post Office Department, 
regarding the post o:ffices at Newport, Covington, Alexandria, and norence, 
Kentuck;y, and Cincinnati, Chio, has been referred to the Na;;ional Archives 
and Records Service. \ 

Records of the Post Office Department now in our custody contain 
the following information about the post offices in which you were interest­
ed: 

Newport, Campbell County 

First Postmaster Est.abllshment Date 

Daniel »ayo October 6, ~800 

Cincinnati 

Abner M. Dunn June 7, ~794 

Covington, Kenton County 

Kenry M. Pushner 

Alexandria, Camp'tell County 

William D. Courseys 

October 3, 1815 

March 11, 1819 

Florence, Boone County 

Pi tman Cloudas 
Established as Connersville on 
)(arch 28, 1828. Its name was 
changed to florence on April 
27, 1830. 

v~~/ours_~~,~~~v~ 
Victor Gond , Jr., 
For the <lliet Archivist 
Industrial Records BranCh 



The os t Otfle e Da . rtment • 
• ashi ton 2.5. V.C. 

ab. }. 1954. 

Jttontlon: r. lirank:r. Delany, 
So·1ei or. 

Do r r. Dolan 

ill ou e so kin a to furn1sh me y, 1 th 
the following lnformati n -

In ,het y r 
tabllshed t-

Thenk:lng you, 00 

po it ori'le stirs 





• 

J 

Dr. C 
629 

De r Doctor: 

I r 
of t. L d . 

D o. 5, 1949. 

• y . 

t 0 cover 



12. Dr. Chn • L. osor, Doc. 5, 1949. 

y furthor advice T uld be to k the foil 
thnt they ns r them, i: 

questions - d innl t 

u e S .. no seo the on 

be ri 01 nnedt 
B copy ith a bl 
ec. 9. 1851? 

o t. k? 

uch fl 
auld 

Th r 1" no ,t !"or the above. 

I D. uro you t t it uas nice to li ke your c 
and should I run cross any KentucKy t mpl a covo~s I 
to baal~ y in .i&oA .......... 

Cordially yours, 

intc.nc 
ill be pi ased 



r 
here 

On tao env 
her W88 uoh 

STANLEY Bo. ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT TI-IOMAS, KY. 

two 1¢ lR51 
d to 

llegb flY Co., nn, 

the l¢ t mpa. P to 1 t ho vidence of r ov 1 ot 

urth r, 
rintin 
e - l¢ 
hi pl te 

Thi at p 

I tu 

i "Ty e II 
ove, ber 1855. 
of blue cane 1 tion. 

c. 9, l8,S1. 
xist noe beror y 1852. 

n in y opinion, 

2. 

he 3¢ tnmp i8 a v.T,V orn impresaion end looks like a ate p ot 1855. 

oin re - the "1851 y r-d te 
Thi co .lld originally have b 
cho ed from 1857 to 1851. 

d it could b n ( ) 

here is ctually no evid noe that t ase at p 
nvelope and becaus of the su8picious features 

it is·my opinion th t the cov r 18 fr udulent • 

• 

wore u ad on th1 
enti ned bove, 

• 
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. STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT TI-IOMAS, KY . 

I 
nn, 

• - th 18;:;1" 

evi enC8 of r oVRl or 

i ft TyPf' II 
l' 185.5. 

tr cos 0 n blue c 1 tiona 

c. 9, lA51. 
xi t nee b for y lAS?. 

nd '.n y opin1on, ~ 

8 vory worn 1 pr sion and looks 11k 

In 1'8 - th "1851' l' r-d te in 1 8. 
i co lid orig1nally have b on t 1857" and 1 t could h v 'b8 11 ( ) 

c on Qd from 1857 to 1 51. 
here in ctu l1y no evidence that the 

en elope nd bee use of th u'plc1ouB te 
1 t 1 my opinion th t the cover 1 fraudu 

ere usod on t.hj s 
Monti n d bove, 

reh 6, 18.54. • 
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This PhctOgfllph 
Was Made fly 
ULTRA - VIOl,f;f 

RAY 
By StanleyS, A§f1tJryg,l< 



MURRAY HILL 3·8667 

l MEMO FROM 
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 

'r;z'i; yOW York1. N. Y .~I .. 



The Secretary, 
The Collectors Club, 
22 East 35th Street, 
New York, 16, N.Y. 

Dear Sir, 

435, Wattletree Rd, 
East Malvern, S.E.5. 
Victoria, Australia. 
16th February 1954. 

On the 26th October last I wrote you by Air ~~il 
asking whether on of my fellow llembers of the Collectors 
Club could help me with a problem with regard to a French 
cover in my posession. As I have not heard from you since 
it is quite possible that my letter was on that ilfated p 
which crashed in flames over your side after flying the Paci 
on ~ovember 1st. 

This is my query:- I have a cover bearing a FHANCE 1849-
Ifr carmine tete-beche pair also a 4@c stamp. The cover was 
posted in Paris on 5th September 1853. and was addressed to 
New York "via Liverpool", IIper Arctic". On the reverse side 
is a double circle cachet wi th "Lic..;ne de Calais" "No 1" and 
in centre "5 sept 53", there are faint taces of a New York 
cancellation. 

In addition on the front of the cover is a large "42". 
I am trying to find out the significance of this ---­

"42". I believe it was applied in the U.S.A. and indi­
cates that portion of the postage to cover a certain par~ of 
the route. Incidentally the "42 11 is impressed in a blac 
ink. I have had several suggestions offered me by 
experts in England but they all agree that none of their 
calculations can be made to fit the figure of "42" 

Can any Member of the Collectors Club help me to 
solve the riddle? 

Wi th kind regards, 

Yours sinCerfilY,w) IU~ -
Will~~. Holbcach.? ~~i.......--_ 
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r. • • 
435 

Dear r. olbe 

ST liNLEY B. ASHnDn~,", 
P. O. B01( I 

FORT THOMAS, K . 

nrch 6, 1954. 

d. , 
alv.rn .,). . 5 

Victoria, ustrel1 . 
ch: 

Yoltr letter of the 16th of l' bru ry lost, dd HBftd to 
the Secretary of the Collectors Club of '0 York, h s ben rAferre 
to e . 

he "42 l bloc ) on your cov. r A8 nlied 1 n thet 
Vivision of the 0 York ost Office. It 88 oat e 

due Iking of 4? cents, U. ~ . currency, nd inc\lcntert ouble r.lte 
01' 2 x 2l¢ for e letter e1 hi 0 er 1/2 ounce , but mt oV.r on 
ounce . h1 8S the post e due from the j)riti sh 1'rontlft1~ ( npllmd) 
to U. S . de tin tion , by II ric n P cket) W . .. i . 11 to nhlp) . 
The rene h post ge s rn rely th r~ t e Grft It Bri t 1n, hftJ'\c e th e 
U. S . postof'e due 08 fro the British frontlAr nd r ted under the 
term of the U. S . - Brj tlsh Postel rftnty of 1848 . It Y4R 68 1'0110 8, 

per single rote (1/2 oz. J , 16~ U. ' . soe ( tlsntle crosGing) pIn • .5¢ 
U.~. Interne 1 (not omeatlc) , thus 21d ni fle or 4?¢ dothle . The 
moi 1 stcomshl p rtic" 8S OOj P of tho OUB 'Col j nD L1ne l1 operatln 
bet een Ne' York ond Liverpool under subsl ., by the tI . 5 . ost Off1ce 

p rt cnt. 

I trust th t th above Inro tion 111 e t jth yonr 
o rovol . 

Sine .reLy yount . 



Arch f , 1954. 

r. inthrop S. Bosga, 
1- 'the Philatelic Foun <,t ion, 

22 A. t 35th Street, 
Taw York lb. N. Y. 

e r in: 

.( enclo.:;o copy 01' 8 lett )" tn r. 101beach of 
Vic.torta, uatral1a. I \,ould like to kt,op his lettp.r for 
my J~cord but it YOt iah it roturnod 1 will be only too 
gled to comply. 

1 th regl roB -

Corrllally yours, 

, 



nT Stanley 3. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31. 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, KY. U.S.A. 

Dear Mr Ashbrook, 

435 Wattletree Rd, 
East Malvern, S.E.5. 
Victoria, Australia. 

19th March 1954. 

I should like to thank you very much indded 
for your Air Letter of ~arch 6th, and for the information con­
tained therin regarding the"42" on my French cover. 

Your comments have certainly cleared up some of the points 
that were puzzzling me. There are still one or two which are 
not entirely clear in my mind and I am going to venture to 
impose on your good nature to help me clear them up. 

1. You state that the "4211 was "a postage due markingll. I 
take it that you do not mean that the recipient of the letter 
would have to pay this sum, but that the figure indicated that , 
of the posta6e already prepaid by the sender, that sum was to 
be credited to the U.S.A. authorities for the carriage from the 
British frontier to the U.S. destination. In effect it was in 
the nature of a book-keeping entry. ? 

2. I understand from your information that on letters up to 
~ ounce the fee for the U.S. section was 21 i. double fee" 
as in this case, was charged. where the letter weic.,hed over 20z. 

3. A Friend of mine in England has sent me a list of French 
covers in his posession, and together with mine here is the list:-

July 
Oct: 
Dec: 
Apr 
May 
Feb 
IvJar 

(A) 

(B) 

16 1852 Paris to New York via Steamship, stpD'lPS to value of 60c 
18 1852 , , Boston " Liverpool , , SOc 
13 lc.53 , , New York , , lfr -60c 
17 1851 , , New York , , lfr .sOc 
19 1(,55 , , New York , , 1fr 20c 
20 1854 , , Boston , , lfr 60c 

1856 La Rochelle via Paris, Calais, Liverpool 
to Jew York , , lfr 60c 

indicates that the letter had a figure "21" in sloping characters 
similar to my "42". 

indicates that the letter had a Circular obliteration (31~ mm 
dia) with an upright " 21" at the top and liN YORK Am PKT" round 
the inside with month and day in the centee. 

The reason I have given you this list is that there does not seem 
to be any consistency about the amount of postage prepaid in France, 

(Aj 
(A 
(A 
(A) 
(B) 
(B) 

(B) 



and the (two types) of 112111 indicate that none of these letters 
weighed over ~ ounce. 

I suppose the Folk in France were a bit hazy as to the correct 
postage so to make certain some of them put extra postage on for 
luck! Anyhow they probably did not know what an ounce was! 

Curiously enough it wa ~ only the day before I received your 
letter that a Friend of mine in Sydney gave me the information 
that the IIArctic ll was a ship of the "Collins Line ll • 

I am enclosing a set of stamps which have recently been issued 
over here to celebrate the first visit of a reigning r':onarch 
to Australia. We were all very thrilled to see the ~ueen in our 
ovvn Horne town. I hope they will be of some interest to you. 

W~ny thruL~S again, 

Yours sincer;l~ JJ/J '1, n I 

k7~~ ~ . 'Nt){A~ . 
William 1:. Holbeach. 

P.S. I understand from literature in my posession that 
throughout the period covered in the list of covers given 

.earlier, the foreign postage rate in France was 40c. 

=-



l~. UUllam M. Holbeach .. 
435 Wattletree Road, 

at Ihlvern S.E. 5~ 
Victoria, Australia. 

Dear 111'. Hol bach: 

Sept. 10 .. 1954. 

I sincerely apologize for tho del~ in replying to your ~ tel' of 
the 5th of March. T' fact is your lct.ter ot mislaid and only to ay did 
it tum up. 

Again referring to ~ letter of 1 st Hnrch. The posta'e on your letter 
s not prep:l_c. to the U. S. destination but only to land~ hence postatte 

had to b collected from the address froll th British frontier. This con­
sirt d or 16¢ Gea, Atlantic croo ing, plUG 5¢ U. S. internal or 2l¢ p r ha.lf'-
Ullce. As your letter was ov:r 1/2 ounc , doubl r te of 42 c nt s was 

collected upon delivery from the ddressee. As stated in I:\V letter; th item 
was trans tted by a steamer of the Collins Line~ (Amoric Packet) . Under 
the U. S. -British Postal. Tr aty of 1848, the rat of 24tf: per 1/2 oz. , a fixed 

s follo s: British internal 3¢ - sea 16¢ - U. S. intcrnB.l 5¢ . It i impro­
per to uce the t -rm "dom.e tic" for "internal. rr 

would be a bit 'Ullsatisfactory to conm. nt on the cov l' I!lenMoned in 
your letter uithout lln examino.tion of each 0 , ho ever, I mirJ'it add this ex-
planation - Britain and th U. S. rated by the 1/2 ounce~ rher rance 
rated by graJ!!!:l s .. approxfuD.tely 1/4 unce. Inasmuch as a . . 13r unce w s 
not ex:a.ctly 72 amt'les, do find some rates thnt npp or odd. 

The U. S. and Frtlnce did not hav a postal tr ty until 1857 ~ hence the 
major p~rt of the correspondenc~ between tho two countries was fon1arded Via 
England, viz; - From France to land und r tho t rm of tho Anglo-Fr nch 
Treaty - from England to the U. S. under the tern of t e U. S.-British Treaty. 
The U. S. -French Treaty went into fect April 1, 1857 - the rate was l5¢ U. S. 
per 1/4 ounc or 7/t grru:::unes. In France 80 dentil!l.es (8 deci es) . fa.1l could 
be sent paid or unpaid., but no p 1al pay1J nts Ie p rmitted . 

l~ I thank you v ry kindly for the beautif stamps you enclosed. 

Sinc rely yours~ 



POSTMASTER. 
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WARREN W SCHOLL 

APS 
BIA 
NPS 
SPA 

MINT SHEET BROKERAGE 
ORIGINATORS of ~ Th. BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ Establish.d 1936 

6470 BLUE ASH ROAD 

Mr. Stanler Ashbrook 
33 Borth Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas. Kr. 

Dear 1Ir. Ashbrook: 

ROSSMOYNE. OHIO 

FebruarJ' 18, 1954 

Epclosed are a tew items ~hic~ I hope JOu w111 
be kind enough to ~dentifr for us by Scott nu~ 
ber. just marking the nusber beside the stamp 
on the card will be pertectlJ sat1s~actory. 

Also enclosed are two covers which we just pur­
chased and I don't th1nk there 1s much to the 
strip of 1869's except that It 1s a nice clean 
little cover and I would appreciate rour Idea 

LEE CHADWICK 

PHONE -

CINCINNATI EXCHANGE 

SYCAMORE 5763 

of wbat we might ask tor 1t. I don't know whether 
there is anJth1ng reallr worthwhile about the 
pa1r of 12¢ but 1t strikes me that 1t might be 
a good item and it so would like Jour comments 
regarding It together with JOur opinion of its 
value. - . 

Should either ot them be anrthing JOu are look­
Ing tor and rou would like to bur them outright 
or sell them on a commission basla. bJ all means 
let me know since we are not committed to aDrone 
on either of them. 

Kind regards and good wishes, 

~Ok 
LC:LP 

. P' U B L I 9 HER S 0 F THE 0 RIG I N A L QUO TAT ION B U L LET I N • 



MINT SHEET BROKERAGE CO. 
847. Blue Alb Road R088moyne, Ohio 

ORIGINATORS of ~ Tho BID ond ASK 

STAMP MARKET ~ Eatobliahod 1936 

FIRST CLASS MAIL , 

Mr. StaDler Ashbrook 
33 Borth Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thoma., It7. 

, 



Form 8817 
Rev. ~37 

tlost <1f)ffict J!\epartment 
Received from: . rl~E,( B A HE,'OOK 

P O. Box 31 
----------------------36-N--H:-l1"1urrrd.,--ttve.~--
____________________________ £QRT __ T_':tOL1AS. __ -X.Y. ___ _ 

One piece of ordinary mail addressed \' 
~~~ 

~foW~~~~1~~:~~~~::::::=:-ZC:~ -~1~ 
------YfPMIs -~fr~-~-~ -,~;~~-;~-~-;~~~;m ___ -1. - -~----. -

'V . .. eoYDNItItfT nDl'l'lft .mea 6-10825 POSTMASTER. 



• 

r. Lee Chad lck, 
8470 Blue eh Ro d, 

8 moyne, Ohio . 

Dear Lee: 

Fob. 21, 1954 • 

Here ith the it s 8S per 'ours of the 18t • 

He - tl c cov ... VIi th . the fI 1 r of. the l?¢ 1851. The 1'8 really 
1 not uch elu h bec e th ,ir is 00 badly tint o. In e ddi tlon, 
there i ver Uttle evidence that this ralr Flctue1ly B used originally 
on this cover thou h it Might lave been . J\t thflt p'e:riod quite e bit ot 
mail was sent to gl nd, prepaid, but v/lthout atamps . This cover Viae 
robably 8 etempless to' which some Joker added 8 damaged palr hoping in tho t 
8y he might find a buyer. 

He - the l¢ '51 which I mounted on a card. This 'Hriety ot re­
cutting ic listed in the . U.S. It is \flhet ve cell at Rouble top end bottom." 
It is 8 SCArce variety. 

He .:. the l¢ 1869 oover. I em sendlne this to a cUent 1'Iho mey 
have it. I have priced it to him $?5 .00 . 

y kindest regards to Warren and you. 

Oordl81.1lt yours, 

/ 



.. -

i 

Hr. F~!'\erson G. Krug, 

Der 

3008 - 13th Ave. t South, 
B! mingham, I" la. 

eb. 21, 195" . 

Here 1s nice little One Cent 18 9 
cover th t b Ion 6 to I.e Ch~dw1 ck , over to m. 
I thou ht it • s son eth nr. ~rou uld like. 
Thft pric 1s 25 . 00. 

our etc., 

/ I 



QUEEN CITY STAMP CO~ 
8470 Blue Ash Rd. 

Rossmoyne, Ohio 
SYcalllore 5763 

'A G()()(/ HI/me Since 1890" 

2/24/;4 

Dear Stanley: 

Many thanks for the information on the stamps 
and COvers. I never would have spotted that 
double recut at T & B ot #9. 

Sorry to advise I have run into some rhubar. 
on the l¢ 1869 cover as something else in the 
lot failed to be as represented so have to 
hold it intact. To avoid a possibly embar­
rassing situation, will ask you to write to 
the party to whom you otfered' the cover and 
ask him to hold it (it he has in mind keeping 
it) and not remitting tor a tew days. 

I hope to have the matter straightened out b,y 
the end or the week and rather imagine it will 
work out allright, but just want to play it 
saf.. If we have to return the lot wUl pay 
you your commission on the cover, or course. 

Will advise a. soon as possible, and will set­
tle up for this work as soon as we knGw what 
goes with the 1t 1869 cover. 

Kind regard., 

La-

MEMBER ASDA A P S B I A N P S SPA 



r. mmeraon C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South, 

Birm1ngham, Ale. 

Dear l!ln: 

ab. 2.5, 19.54 • 

Bold up on that cover that I sent you 
AS there 8eems to be BOma questi n regarding 
wh thor the owner wi she s to sell it." It 1 s 

, 

otic1ble 1 t may be that it will have to be roturnad 
to him. 

Yours etc., 

.. 

• 

• 



• 

r. Loe ChBdwick, 
8470 Blue Ash Road, 

Ros smoyne, 0 hio • 

Feb. 25, 19,54. 

Ukay on the lO¢ 1869 cover. So ter I 
haven't heard from my friend but it he deoided 
to take 1 t before he henrs from 1'le he would re­
turn it without any trouble. 

Yours etc •• 



r 
• . 

Louis c. RD1'e 
R. R. 2 - Box 204 

Pewaukee, Wbconsb. 



( 

r. l.()u1 C. F.ov 7 

.r. 2 -
P 

De'1r r . Rove: 

b £1 to 
en I can 
!lode t . 

}I'eb. ::>8 . 19,4 . 

ox ?(,)4 7 

au. 1u . 

r~ of th ~4th. J. ill 
On nt 18;1 for y 

f e i111 be very 



Lou.. C. Rove 
R. R. 2 - Bo% 204 

Pewaukee, Wueonsin 



r. Louts • avo, 
R. R. 2 -

P uk 

D r r. Rove: 

mrch 9, 19.54. 

x 204, 
lacon in. 

e ond 
l~ 18.51 8S per yOUl'fl of th 4th . I hay 

11 t r 8 on the bACk. 

6 II 
rov Qf th right n t 4, 
our 17 4 . In ot r or t on of t 

d fintt 1y locDto it for tVOCl aSOn8j 
and uworn , ' hence tho identitying "' ~ 
i 8 pe III, but thor in still 

i ht e ~hot r1y print~ 
(bQ ntaet - no brook) . 

1 row below 
• not ble to 
rom the 01 t. A 

hav A ma rl<e d 
line t v hleh 
Ty III 

y fee for tho tynlll8 nd plJ.1tlne is 5. 00 ~hloh I trust you 
ill rind satlstacto ry. 

e - l¢ 18.51 m torisl . ......,'.....,.·"sta t trot 1 do not have 
anything exe din ly fine to sup rb for sE}a.­

ery fine spee1rilona they dis8PP~ ar 88 0 • 

have good" itcnB 'hieh I oould offer at 

o the insistent demnd tor 
an e y h ct Bon t • l; do 

in linn wi th f.ur.h condi t1 n . 

egard.1ng plate positions, it is posBi ble to plflto many 
One Cent stamps, it in also impossible to pi e a great many . her6 the 
identifying marks have disappeal'ed , the specimen if: Just anothflr One CAnt 1851. 
I hev been orki on Pla to 4 for about 3.5 yeaTS an ,till have p::lrts of the 
right Fane wh ieh are et 11 8 my .. t rt to me . If I live long -,nough p rhaps I 
m y be able to put bll the niece ... to the r . 

VOry' truly your , 

I 

• 





rob 23. 19.5"'. 

r. Lou1s C. Rove, 
n. R. 2 - Box 204, 

Fe ukee. 1sconsln. 

ar r. Rove: 

v ry uch tor yours ot th 14th with oheck tor 5.00. 

eplying to your QU ry. In rec nt years there has bean Sloh 
an 1n latent d and t{Jr flne to superb 19th terial th t so uch that is 
1n that clasa has dlsappe8red trom the arket end gone into tine collec­
tions nd 1n the aJority ot cases 1nto collect1 ns ot ealthy m n where 
1t 10 apt to r in until the de th ot th 0 ar. 

The jor1ty ot colleotors regard the • U. S. a8 the otticial 
and 1 810 ord on values, ut one i8 pt to torget thAt ch quotations' 
reter to just average con iti on. 

De ler h v herd tim locfltillg uperb oondition and when 
such it ~8 co their way they naturall nd t to th ir roo t valued 
cllents. 

I 
I 8JIl sure. you ere Bware that such conditions exist but neverth -

les8 I thought it would do no l'Il to repeat the above tacts. 

On occasiona I do he every tarial placed in '7 
honds for ale , but I never try to mislead a pros c ~1 purchaser th t 
18 obtaining great b rga1n or a sleep r , lt but r thor I tr,y to elllphasize 
th 1nvestment value of superb ~hilate11c . nterial. the safety ot wh1 
cannot be Questioned. 

It you will dvi e hether you pr ter off cover 19th U. .- to 
covers or vice er , d hi ch stu 1'8 or 1 3 yo' poa1al1ze In, I 111 
be ple sed to keep your lett r betore me . 

oi rely y ur • 

/ 



r. louis C. Rove, 
• R. 2 - ~ 204, 

Fe auk e, lscoosln. 

ar r. Hove: 

Th 8 V ry uch tor yours of the 14th with oheck for 5.00 • 
• 

eplyin to your query. In recent years there has been Slch 
n insistent d nd for tine to perb 19th r.rnteri 1 th t 60 uch that le 

in th t 010 s ha d1eeppe red troM the mark t cd gone 1nto ti.ne oollec­
tions nd in the jor1 ty of OAses into collectif'\ns ot eelthy men here 

.--- lt 10 apt to remain unt1l the deeth ot teo ere 

The jorlty ot collector8 l'f'I rl1 the"). • • e8 the ottiolel 
and lest lIord on .81ues, ut one 1e apt to torset that. suoh quotAtl ns 
reter to just v rop con 1 t1 on . 

Dealers heve a rd t1m.e locflti 
cOllle their ft1' they noturelly 

8uperb 00 d1tlon And hen 
ouch ite 
clients. 

less I th 

nd t to their me t valued 

• 
I sure you ere aware thAt such cond1tio n. exist but neverthe-
ht 1 t wau ld do no rm to repeat the above tats. 

On ocoa&ion& 1 do heva e vel')' t1ne tar1al placed in ., 
hands tor 881e, bu~ I never tIT to miale d a prosp8otlw purchAser t t he 
1& obtain in a gre t bargaIn or a "sleeper , " t I' ther I tlY to e phaslze 
the Inestment lue or superb philetelic nterlel , th ~ s6tety of' Mob 
c nnot be ~uestlDned . 

It you will advlse e he ther TaU reter" tr cover 19th U. 
cov rs or vlce erae, d hloh. at or iSAIl IS YO'1 spe01el17.e ln, I 
be ple sed to keep your letter before Me . 

d . to 
11 

SIncerely yo , 



A.P.S. 
CCN.Y. 

S.P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
---siamr» /M e~ ---

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

~rch 5, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

Just back from N.Y. and so terribly busy that 
I only had time to rush thru your latest bulletin 
so can give you only the most off-hand guess about 
the triple rate deal. ~ imagine that only a stuQy 
of covers of the period will disclose Ymether or 
not the, quadruple rate was generally applied wit~in 
the U.S. or whether it apparantly was auplied according 
to the whim of the postmasters involved. 

Here is some news. Bob Siegel and I now own the 
"Kaapp Shift" so that if you wish to disclose your 
knowledge about it you can do so with a completely 
free hand. I have not studied it for over 5 minutes 
and cannot express any opinion on it other than that 
it certainly is not a normal double transfer identical 
in cause to the other doubles on the plate. Whatever 
it may be, and whatever its faults and/or virtues, it 
is an interesting item and as such I am happy to own 
half of it. Now, of course, I am more anxious than 
ever to have you disclose your opinion about it and 
you know me well enough to know that all I want is the 
facts and let the chips fall where they may. 

Certainly wish I could get down with Henry but I 
just cannot possibly spare the time now. I'm flying 
to Nebraska next Saturday (13th) to look at another 
lot. I do expect to get to the ASDA show in Chicago 
the end of March--Helen probably will come down with 
me. How about coming up to Chicago at that time? 

Much to do so will knock off right now. 

P.S. If by any chance you want to 
look at the Knapp again you can of 
course have it at any time. 

Sincere regards, 

R. D. P. 
. A.S.D.A. 

M.CC 



r. L. G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb Arcade, 

inneapolis . inn. 

Dear Les: 

Yours of the 5th received. 

arch 9, 1954. 

e had 8 most delightful visit from Henry- Hill and HorAce foo1ft 
but it sure wcu1d have been fine had you been able to ernui do n with tl:em. 

r note your r arks on the "no triple rete" of lR49-].R~l. 
serve no crecltt for th in discovery 8S it as Burice Blake who dug it up. 
consider it h1ghly i port nt. 

I de­
l 

Nov for the "Knapp Shit t . n I s sur rlsftd to 100 rn that ~!rs. Souren 
perted 11th it. out I hope yoo. obtained it. at ~ rl~t price. The deta1.ls of ho 
it was obtained VJould be of special interest . Now that YO'l have it I bp,l1p.ve you 
v;111 profit by a careful study of it, and the bAst sup.,gflstion thflt I CArl offer is 
for you to study 1 t u,nder a blnocular micro cope . r n~vp.r u sed a steroscopic 
binocular but a Bood friend of Cline recently acquired one and he tolls me t 1s 
the very last ord. I have 3D idea it v ould be nderful to use in examining the 
Knapp but if you can barre one doo't U3e too high power. 

I note 'ou do not beUeVft it is n nnrmal D. T. - or co rne not, and 
had it been it woula not have fooled ' . Ferry , ESC1 . and anvera) others. 

No that you hE.ve it don't you think it weul be for better if you 
solved tho problan yourself - It \!ioulrin't be any s8t1sfactL n if I ".8 T~ you the 
answer - unless of course YO,1 orovecl i hat rny soilit on HIS noth1n bUt :inc1. 

No Les, J. U n''t tfdnk r w'lIlld C8T'e to see the Rta"lp at prCflent tn 
spite of the 'act I haven't had glass n it for any y 1'6. 

Harry Lindquist rota th t he intanoftd to at d thp. Chicago Show 
It ''l11d be nice to but I advised him there s lit tle (:hence of at ending. 

see you bo th • 

1 th bent ishe s -

P . S.--On second tho~ht perhaps it 
"Knapp shi ft" so if yo 1" n i 
you Bnd ene tor me. 1 ill return 1 • 

8 colored slide of th e 
three, one for ieg 1, on for 



A.P.S. 
C.C N. Y. 

S. P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
---$~fn e~ ---

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

May 13, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

Since you certainly are the best friend I've 
ever had in our world of philately, I never want to 
put you on the spot in any way. As far as the Knapp 
Shift is concerned, I've always felt that you have 
an open mind on the subject. As a matter of fact I 
remember that you used to tell me that you could take 
either side of the argument about it and make out a 
very strong case and I am certain you could do this. 

Now of course it stands to reason that you have 
always had grave doubts about this item or you almos~ 
~ertainly would have come out in defense of it. I 
have always felt that were you certain of your opinion 
that you would not hesitate to give it but that you 
do not want to express this opinion without positive 
proof you are 100~ correct. And of course positive 
proof on this stamp is mighty tough to produce. 

I've always been skeotical that we could find out 
. much about the ink on this stamp thru ultra-violet or 

X-rays due to the color involved and the composition of 

R. D. P. 
A.S.D.A. 
M.CC 

the ink which is simply carbon black, an element, mixed 
with a bit of varnish. An electronic mieroscope that 
would reveal the structure of the ink might do the trick. 
Now if such a microscope reaealed a different ink structure 
then the whole case for the Knapp would go out the window 
but just suppose that this revealed the ink structure to 
be irlenticall Then there still would be a big problem 
facing students of this item. If we ASSU1lli that the ink 
were proved to be identical then as far as I can see it 
would be a printing freak or a plate variety brought about 
by the emergence of an original entry as per the "solder" 
theory. And of these two only the last seems possible to 
me. Any co~ments you would like to make on the above? 

Since I could have sold this for Henry at a good 
profit he never could have any feelings about this item 
were it -oroved to be a phoney. He bought it strictly "as is"" 
and, he initiated the whole transactio~ .. I never th01W;ht of 
offer~ing it to him for I never thought he would be interested 
in it. Anyway, at $600 it is worth the money just as the 
famous "Knanp Srift". 

You know that I have an open mind on this item but I 
will say that I do not mow believe it to be a fake in any 
way. Perhaps the electronic microscone might make me change 
my mind! Or of course it might make me more certain than 
ever that it is not a fake. 

(over) 



Bilden and I have been invited down to the 
Detroit Philatelic Society Darty in early June 
and it seems likely that we will go down. Is there 
any chance that you will be there? 

This is the first really nice day of Spring. I 
understand that it is expected to get to 7S tOday an~ 
probably 80 tomorrow. I should take a little time 
off to work on my yard--needs seeding and a batch of 
chemicals. 

I've been extremely busy. Fley down to N.Y. a 
week ago. Was busy every moment I was there and didn't 
even get a chance to let Harry kn&w I was in town. I 
always hate to bother him because he has so darned many 
visitors. 

Give my best to ~tan, Jr. when you write him. 

Sincere rega~6s to you ann Mildred, 

~' 

~. 
. ' -- _ . 



- July 15, 1954 
--

'tan: d reDly to your card of 
st.. ThinJ..i-I kno whO' you meant by "Mr. X" • 

. ~~ tcrok good ~te of your reference,t to the 10¢ 
- Brown D". T. HAD A CHANCE TO SELL THE KNAPP YESTERDAY 

AT A SMALL PROFIT FOR HENRY BUT HE TURNED IT DOWN SO 
I DON'T INTEND TO TRY FURTHER LONG TPIS LINE. HE 
IS F..APPY WITH IT AND I GUESS IT IS BEST TO JUST LET 
IT RIDE THAT WAY. 

Has been hot here but I've been WDrking every 
possible minute--always much to rio. ZdS' 



( TH 1551 DE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

Stanley B. shbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas, 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 



Mr. L G. BROOKMAN 
121 L £u ARCADE 
MINNEp.PO "S, tHINN. 
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r. NOI'ffien 1\. Robinson, 
yelusine, Pa. 

Dear r. Hob1nson: 

erch ;, ilJ.54. 

ith y ur tVlO cOJ)ics of the let - I have 
signed ch back. use l'iote 12 has neVflT been 
entirely construe d," 0 not ,' lrn1sh posit one froM 
____ .Ii t. On the l!2. I ohorging you are of 1.00. __ ~_.l.Jj~"" 

_ i2L2 and .HL2.. I em encloainp; 8 nice 
orins copy of 12L? lich has a thin sot, priced at 

30.00. 1 regrot that I haven tt a copy (If 331.2 shoy 1ng the 
ext nsion ot the cr ck. The smal cxten ion into 33 did not 
sho u until 1 t 1n t lif of th plPt , 00 cop1 , with 
it ere v ry .I'! r. It 1s 0 11 thr:rt; it c n eAolly be en-
t1r?1 ov ,rlook d. I rea 1 w:'luid n t no he a co y 

could be d. 

1th y k nct s rerrrds-

Sincerely yours, 
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stan; 

Thanks for sending the t· prints. I would not think of using 
them myself or letting anyone else do so. I don't find anything 

rong with the invert. As I recall the head on the stamps and the 
Benn head looked as tho one was made by s~ight retouches on the 
other - I don't retll which. I think I have photos of the Henn 

A 

copies you say I showed you 1936 and shall check them when I can 
find them. No, I do not recall showing them to you but if you say 
so, I must have done so. Before I got back to New York with them 
I checked a nearly complete set of inverts which belonged to a col­
lector and which could not have come from tienn. They ~ere all 
O. K. 

)id you try the violet rayon the back of this :~l invert? 
£ltho the Cleveland copies had the eads entirely bleached out on 
the face 
the violet ray showed them 

I shall be glad to illustrate any or all of the foreign rate 
covers with lc stamps prepaying a carrier fee which you list, with 
proper credit to .you and/or to the owner as you may desire , and 
am quite willing to pay for prints to be used in the Carrier Book 
thl~. The 24c red lilac with lc 1861 used to England sounds like 

e cover Russell Bleecker had in Cleveland at the time we were 
studying the Henn inverts. 

You must be right about the 1 36 visit because I now recall 
stopping a day or two in Dayton and looking thru some rev. proofs 
to find a difference in the portraits. Found nothing out of the 
regular line. But I did get some data in the Dayton library. 1~~ 

I have neither time nor inclination to get involved in a co~~· 
trovepsy about the 5c registry fee or stamps. I do think the cata­
log statement t~at the 5c stamp was for registration fee and two 
of them were frequently used to pay the rate over 3,000 miles, etc. 
says too much or not enough, and therefore is apt to mislead. I 
don't deny any facts, but know of facts which have not been printed 
and I intend to publish them when I get around to it. 

~~ 
Fact~have just been uncovered which show that the ~hole frater­

bity - including myself - have been barking up a wrong tree for over 
forty years, because our study las based on what seemed to be ~ 
official records. Apparently nobody suspected the records were 
incorrect or incomplete altho all the time we had other recIDrds 
which would have led to the truth if we had found out how to use 
them. vre had facts, but placed the wrong interpretation on them. 
By good luck a stu t s turned up data which may be as important 
as the nugget Blake s du up. A friend is no~ ~reparing an 
, cle for publicati thing to do vdth reg r tion. 

One of these days I expect to take a fellow nam Latta apart to 
show wnat the pieces are made of. For over a year he ran a s~ial 
in Gossip that was full af facts, many of which !lhad nothing to 
do with the case." Just by readlhng his spiel I could tell that 



. 
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Stan 

-\ 
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,i ~ 
he had seen comparatively few of the 10c Jefferson stamps . qis 
guments are extreruely plausible , and sound most scientific , but 
I have many dozens of stamps that cannot be reconciled with any 
his arguments. 

of 

~ ~~ I gave up trying to tell Latta anything. It seemed useless. One 
\~ morning I wrote him that I didn't have certain varieties which he 

J 
seemed to consider very important. We lad been very busy with other 

, matters and I may not have looked at those particular stamps for 
, several years. John had done a lot of the ork and remounted much 

of the material. vThen he was here after lunch I as ed him and he 
~. • said yes, he thought they were in the collection. He had mounted 

1
·~ ~~ them by themselves on a card and put the card on one of the album 

pages. ill! knew ~ hich book to look in and I doubt if it took him 
over two minute5 to find them. It might have taKen me ten minutes. 

J J ") So to correct the error I mid made in the monling, that after­
') ~ ~ noon I wrote Latta again, saying yes, the varieties ~ere in the 
~ '-J I collection. Just common decency and good fai the 

. ~ i" What a mountain Latta made out of that small matter! .. ithout so 

I a way as to make it appear that I was not telling the truth; that 

1 
I could not possibly have gone thru thousands of stamps in such a 

~ short time, and found those varieties so quickly. They don't fit ;r . his theory, therefore I cannot have them because they cannot existJ 

~ \ fl Latta was so sure I couldn't prove v.hat I said I could that I 
~ offered to print it if he would pay the bill. He never took me 
~ up. So many illustr tions v.ere required I figured the article 

~ ~ ~ would cost $500. Maybe that is what chilled his feet. 

~ ~~ In this case Latta interpreted the facts to suit his own purpose. 
~ ~ ~ti Probably Gossip readers who swallowed his version thought they were 

~ ~ getting a true picture of the facts. But I still have the stamps 
~ J and any competent student could satisfy himself that they are from 
~ ~ successive stages, before and after re-entering, of the same posi-

~ 1 ~l tion on the same plate. 

~, Ve all believed we knew what the postage rates were from 1845 to 
1851. l'..J.aurice digs up new data which shows we did not have all 
the facts. ore power to biJi. . ,!of1 

rv 
I dug a paragraph from what seemed to be a reliable sourceAand 

used it. It seemed to be complete. Maurice digs around in another 
source at the same period and discovers that my paragraph was the 
last - and not the most important - of the account. ~1y facts were 
correct as far as they went , but they did not tell the whole story. 

I have gone to considerable length here becaus'e I have found that 
wrong conclusions may be obtained either by not having all the facts, 
or by misinterpreting facts that are complete or inco.~plete. 



AT.ch 9, 19.4. 

'1'. lliott Perry. 
,Box 333. 

esttleld, t .J • 

l,;lllott: 

ny eh~ree. 

Yours of th 4th received. 

10) Sedhnd Iss 1. It flS rely my 
you fl 0 d yo l' photo prints in Janu·.ry 1936 but 

o. I did' not hoto by the 'violot -ray the hock of 
n't think it nee sary at the tj • J. 1 ppm, 

1\1. t the mo nt 1 an too 
n't • uppo you ore in any 
nt and I ill k ep your 

or you. J.ncnnentn ly th 1'e w 11 not 

r ha c .fully mted your l' rk •• 1'e - L. tt n srune 
ill be filed for 1uture r f .renee. I MV not noticed Anythin in the 

press about L tta for ~any months. 

ours etc •• 
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SS_ 9'1H STREET 

JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

February 5, 1954. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrook: 

I was over at the Library recently, and while I was unable to locate all the books I 
was after, I found some data which throws some light on two subjects which have been 
discussed somewhat among Civil Tar students. 

Enclosed are some excerpts from a book about Richmond prisons, published in 1890, 
which purports to set at rest the question of which was the first prison in which 
Federal troops captured in battle were housed. It also clears up the confusion 
arising from some early prisoners having claimed they were in flLibby" in 1861. 

The other outlines the official duties of the provost marshals in Virginia in 1862, 
and presumably thereafter. 

Mac has loaned me his "Whelden" cover, which from the type of postmark I place at 
May 10, 1864. His captions on it indicate he thought it was a "prisoner cover" 
when he obtained it. The notes based on correspondence with Larry Shefield at that 
time lead me to think both thought so then. hen I acquired mine in 1944 I bought 
it as a prisoner cover and asked them for the name - Mac's and mine both have Rich­
mond postmarks across the Whelden marking - and as well as I can recall, both went 
along with me in mY supposition that it was a prisoner cover. 

It seems to me that before . II collectors put the emphasis on prisoner covers, and 
since WW II they have put them on supposedly IIcivilianll (non-prisoner) c~vers. I was 
annoyed a while back by some of the boys trying to impress me with "civilianll flag-6f­
truce covers which they seemed to think were rarer and more important than some of 
my p.w. IS, so I made an extensive study of the official records. 

I found a number of references, which I am thinking of boiling down to an article, 
which indicate that officers in authority in the New Orleans-Mobile area were furious 
when they discovered that civilian letters were being smuggled through with prisoner 
letters and they threatened to stop all prisoner letters if the practice was continued. 
At Old Point Comfort, the Official Records indicate, there was. a crackdORn which 
eliminated practically all civilian correspondence for a time and then limited it to 
hardship cases onl1. I have a civilian letter from a resident of occupied Norfolk 
in 1864 to his agent,who was managing his property in Richmond, which went via Old 
Point Comfort and in which he outlined the rules and asked the agent tOIeply via 
Old Point Comfort. According to this letter there was no flag-of-truce service from 
Norfolk itself, and the letter ,was not examined by the provost marshal. 

The so-called "civilian" flag-Qf-truce'covers with which the boys ,tried to impress 
me are simpl1 c~vers with Southern civilian addresses, Richmond postmarks of the 
approximate~ 1863 styles, and usually with a pair of 5¢ local print stamps, plus 
ItExd. WMT" or some other initials at the upper left corner. A few said Uflag02of-truce" 
but most did not. 

I have a cover and letter from a civilian prisoner at Camp Chase dated Dec.16,186l 
which warns that mail was being censored, but it bears no censorship marks. In the 
same correspondence I have seen 1862 covers with manuscript censorship marks on the 
cover. Quite a number of manuscript censorship markings in the 1862-63 period are 
known from various prison camps in the North. The hands tamps seem to have been 
mostly used in 1864-65, and I have some Fort Delaware covers (with letters) from a 
prisoner in 1865 when they seem to have discontinued using the well kn~~n Fort Dela­
ware handstamp. Consequently, I think these "civilian" flag-of-truce covers,with 
nothing to identify them as such but the examiners markings, were t?e inside covers 
of prisoners' letters. I have al ays refused to pay anything for such because anybody 
could add them to any Richmond cover. 



So far as I know, there are four lI\1helden" covers ineristance - Mac had one with the 
small rectangular lIType 1" marking; I have one ith the octagonal "Type 2" and you 
illustrated a different one in the IIStamp Specialist"; and Antrim has a IIType 3" 
circular Similar to a postmark. Nos.l and 3 seem to have been regular hands tamps but 
my copy of No.2 looks as if it was printed through a ribbon the ay railroads date 
tickets. Mac's No.1 and my No.2 look very worn, 8S if they had been used a great 
deal. I have not seen Antrim's. I think these were used to authenticate passes 
and orking permits, primarily. Some years ago ulfekuhler gave me a pass issued by 
the Army of the Potomac to a food peddler, and a photo of it(which perhaps was taken 
by you?) This pass bears a postmark type handstamp marking in red. I am unable to 
find it at the moment. but ill send it along to you for examination if you do not 
already have a photo of it. 

The report to Congress in lS69 stated that 13,535 civilians were imprisoned during 
the w~ because of suspect d Southern sympathies. Obviously, all of these were not 
picked up in the North, nor did they represent the population of occupied areas. 
The duties of the provost-marshals, as outlined in the attached copy fram the Official 
Records, indicate that they could arrest civilians on suspicion of communicating 
with Confederates, the "Photo History" indicates they did arrest them and hold them 
without trial, and the ~fficial Records contain some really bitter c~iticisms of the 
provost-marShals' actions. 

In view of their almost unlimited power, and their probable feeling that a nice 
mumber of arrests would show they were on the job, I imagine the provost-marshals 
ere the least trusted and most hated people in occupied areas. 

hen I lived in Arkansas a long time ago the chie~ of police in the cities I lived 
in wer~ great~y feared and disliked because of their enthusiastic enforcement of. 
the laws against cigarettes and drinkables, much, I imag~ne, the same as the provost-
marshals of long ago. (In fact, in W II I found that the provost-marshals in the 
camps and stations I was at ere feared and avoided on "general principles".) 

Inasmuch as letting a provost-marshal know that a person wanted to write to anybody 
in the Confederacy might cause arrest and imprisonment without trial, I absolutely 
cannot imagine anybody submitting a letter to a provost-marshal for approval - unless 
he was already a prisoner. In that case there was no alternative. 

ane cover approved by the ashington,D.C. provost-marshal, addressed to Alexandria, 
Va., after its occupation is known, and another (I have) from Carthage,Tenn., to 
a prisoner at Point Lookout, two months after the warlBS over, can only be explained 
as prisoners' covers. So far no "Whelden" is known to me with an address in Federal 
territory but I cannot imagine the marking as a normal "flag-of-truce" marking. If 
it had been, it would be more numerous. There is no record of a regular prisoner-of­
war camp at Norfolk - it was too far South, for military prisoners. Most inhabitants 
probably complied with the rules and a voided arrest. 

The theory has been advanced that a cover is a "civilian" flag-of-truce if it does 
not have a soldier's name,rank and regiment on it. I have a cover with no other 
identification than: "From Libby Prisonll , and I have seen covers containing letters 
from Libby that bore no name, no flag-of-truce notation, no postage, and were sent 
6¢ collect. If the letters were lost they would be praotically worthless - and I 
suspect that a great many "plainll covers with OPO and Richmond cancellations were 
once the containers for prisoners' letters as the II inside II cover. 

Earl Antrim informs me that he has 32 prisoner covers, 21 of which do not show the 
man's name,rank or regiment, and 10 do not sho IIflag-of-truce ll • 

I think a cover nhould not bemlled a "civilian" f.o.t. unless its letter proves it. 

Am enclosing an original New York Times giving the shocked New Yorkers the inside 
low-dawn on what happened at First Manassas. Don't feel too badly about the mention 
of the Confederates shooting at wounded, etc. Green troops usually do. It happen .:I 

in first battle and I have heard of it happening often with new men. ~ 



Mr. bo a P rks, 
3556 - 19tb ~t., . 

1ackoon I el bts, 

De r 0 

ar 10, 195'. 
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I sinc .re] y pologlz. for my t rdlnenn in A('.k:no 1~1ng ce1pt or r 
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ftsr. 011 , th 1r 1 portance in 7 opinion 

t ntie 'ed pp nd stincti on bet . of 
nd of T cov.r 8S followa: 
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sinccr 11' . 

1 th b t of 1 e s -
CorcU ally yrurr., 



There are a number of ref~rences in print hich confuse the identity of the first 
prisons in Richmond to hold Federal captives. The following book attempted to 
set the record straight. 

"RIOHMOND PRISONS, 1861-62", by iilliam H.Jeffrey 

After describing the trip from Manassas and their lodging in Liggon's Warehouse, 
the following reference is made to prisoners captured at Bull Run-Manassas: 

Page 10. 

"Later in the afternoon the officers were transferred to their new quarters in 
the ,.djoining building, which was also a tobacco factory.*11 

(at the bottom of the page - *Atkinsonb.) (This prison is not mentioned in any 
other reference that I have seen.) 

Page 101. 

A pen and pencil sketch made in prison by .A.Abbott (a U.S.Navy man, captured 
August 9, 1861 off Galveston, Texas and sent to Liggon's in October 1861, has the 
following oaption: 

"Liggon & Company's Tobacco Warehouse, Riohmond, Va., 1861. The first building 
used as a prison for Union officers and soldiers." 

Page 89. 

A letter from B.B.Vassall, late 2nd Lieutenant, Co.E, 15th assachusetts Infantry, 
(written in 1890): 

"In reply would say that you have a valuable, interesting and authentic 
record of Liggon & Company{s Tobacco arehouse Prison, known as "Rockett's No.1". 
It is a gross historical inaccuracy to call this 'Libby Prison', and ought not to 
be perpetuated, as at this time (1861-62) no such prison VIas in existence. I as Bot a 
prisoner in 'Libby' for this reason. It has become a common error in speaking of 
prisoners of war, who were confined in Richmond at that time, to say they were in 
'Libby Prison~ but such was not the case. The Union prisoners of war, captured at 
the first battle of Bull Run, Ball's Bluff, and scattering raids during the summer 
and fall of 1861, were confined in the tobacco warehouse of L+ggon & Company, 
which as located on the batik of the James River, corner of ain and 25th St,reets. 
Your book is a record of this prison. It is the original and is correct. 

"In the summer of 1862 the Libby property was taken over and the famous 
or infamous 'Libby Prison' came into existence. 1I 

"The lI)ost unpleasant a::iIia:x&f sight I ever sa in the officers' quarters 
as that of 200 officers sitting on their cots picking off lice; but even this 

looks comical when seen through the mist of a quarter of a century. This gave us 
our prison motto: 'Bite and be damned' ". {The original draft is shown on page 127~ 



Some Notes on Federal Provost arshals Duri~e Civil ~ 

\ ,!!Photographio History of the Civil far n - Volume 7 contains several references. 

Page 193. 
The Provost Marshal in a Department had (or assumed) powers epending in extent 

somewhat upon the oharaoter of the commander. -_... In a general way the duties of a 
Provost Marshal ere similar to those of the Chief of Police for a certain distr.bt, 
town or camp. He saw that order was prelerved, and arrested all offenders against 
military discipline in the district, and was ~ responsible for their safe keeping. 
All prisoners taken in battle were turned over to the Provost Marshal and by him later 
transferred to special guards, ho delivered them at prisons further North. 

Page 20l. 
Provost Marshals were appointed for every military department, even if no 

active campaign was in progress within its limits. They ssumed the right to arrest 
citizens on suspicion and confine t~ithout trial. 

"Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies" contain much criticism of P.Ms. 

Series 2, Volume 4, Page 363 gives the orders adopted for them in 1862: 

Hdqns.,Suffolk, Va., Aug.9,1862. 
Major General John A.Dix, Commanding Fort Monroe, Va. 
Sir: 
I enclose a copy of the printed regulations for the provost marshal,&~., tor your peru-
sal. Very respectfullY, your obedient servant, Jos.~.F.Mansfield,Brig.Gen.,Commdg. 

(Inclosure No.1) 
NarICE. 

Duties of the provost-marshal. 
FROVOST-f SHAL'S OFFICE, Suffolk, Va., Aug.6,1862. 

1. To preserve order and decorum in the streets, arrest all drunken persons, supervise 
the transactions at all the stores and with the market people and prevent the sale of 
all intoxicating liquors; see that no unusual supplies of groceries are taken into the 
country by which the rebel Army will obtain comforts. The article of salt particularly 
will be limited and none allowed to be brought into the city ~or sale except by the 
special written permission of the cOIllIllanding general. 

2. He will kno the business of every white man in the city to satisfy himself that 
they are not spies or in the pay of the rebe:J.s, and will require all white persons to 
pass through the pickets to give their parole of honor or take the oath of allegiance. 
Such deserters as come in from the enemy he will examine and send to headquarters. 

3. All black men and women who come in from the enemy1s lines will be examined and 
given passes to go where they please within our lines and work for a livelihood. 

4. All liMMg@lM" strangers coming into the city to open stores by permission from 
headquarters must be sound Union citizens and required in addition to take the oath of 
allegiance. 

5. Whenever a house is suspected of having arms, ammunition, or contraband letters,&C., 
in it concealed, he will first communicate with headquarters before making a search. 

6. All persons living in the 
regarded as reliable will be 
found violating their parole 
to headquarters. 

city or within the picket guards ho are not C.~'iiKM 
required to take the parole of honor, and any persons 
ill be seized and put in close confinement and reported 



· .-
., 
) 7. Any person engaged in bgiHC.,ldcg interrupting the regular market people, in 

threatening them for bringing in t heir supplies or aelling to the Ar».ry, will be seized 
if within the jurisdiction of the provost-marshal and reported to headquarters for 
punishment. If such persons live beyond the control of the provost-marshal he will 
report the facts to headquarters. 

8. In case of alarm at night the provost-guard will require all citizens to keep in 
their houses and all confusion in the streets will be corrected at once. 

9. In orde~ to detect imposition and to punish all violations of peroles and oaths 
the provost-marshal will~ep a record of allpersons tadng the oath or giving their 
parole. 

10. The provost-marshal will protect all persons from imposition, depredations and 
insults in the streets and allow no hindrance in the way of the municipal laws of the 
city that do not conflict with the military duties. 

By order of Brig.Gen.Mansfield: C.R.Dyer, Asst..Adjutant General. 

(Inclosure No.2) 

NOTICE 

PROVOST-MARSHAL'S OFFICE, Suffolk,Va., Aug.6, JB62. 

In accordance lith Section 2 of General Order No.1, it is necessary that all white 
citizens doing business in this to In should leave their names, occupations, &c., at 
this office. On and after this date a record will be kept open daily from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. for those Who may desire to respect t~is order. It is essentially necessary 
they should do so as soon as possible. ' 

Also citizens who have not heretofore taken the parole of honor will call at this 
office for the purpose of doing the same. 

Regular office hours for the issue of paroled passes, &c., will be (as usual) 
from 9 to 12 m. daily. 

By order of Lieut. Albert ~eber, Provost-MarShal. 

Series 1, Vol.6, page 722. '(Lt.Col.C.M.Wbelilim) (only mention in the "ORIt) 

General Orders No.23) Headquarters, Department of the Gull, NeVi Orleans, May 6, 1~62. 

A military commission, of not less than 5 commissioned officers of and above the 
rank of captain, with, a 'recorder and 1.@H1MI~ legal adviser, is constituted and 
appointed, for the trial' of high crimes and misdemeanors which by the laws of ~ 
State of the Union, or of the United states, or the laws martial, are punimable 
with death or imprisonment far a long term of years. -----------

The follOWing named officers are detailed for and will constitute such commission: 

No.3 Lieut.Col.C.M.Whelden, '1st Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers. 
By command of General Butler. 

Geo.C.Strong, Acting Chief of Staff. 



Or. Earl ntrim, 
319 Holly Street, 

Jear E rl: 

P. O. Box 749, 
Nalllpa, Idam. 

I have your t a letters of Feb. ?6 AIl d reh 3. lhanks for 
the return of the two proto prints and check tbr ?OO. I run Borry ro.' 
rtnt of the .helden cover is so poor. If I ann fil1d the negE't.h'e I 11111.1 

make 8 ne one for y u but this may b. sometime j n the future. 

e .. the l¢ 1857 - dams 1'.xpress ..<:. of. July lR61 to Ne 
York Cit, . I agree th8t this is hArdly a P of cover but could propElrly be 
termed, "1 thru the lin s cover," which erma 8 "F. of T . " Still, roy do 
\e kno\ whether or not thl £ was from oome Federal held in thft south? There 
were minor cleshes before Bull Run. 

I am enclosing 60py of a lettftr that I Mve today 'il"lttM to 
Tom Parks. I suppose bred Grant drAll)ted thAt the Reynolds cover originated 
at Georgetown, lJ . C. uch a daub wO 'tld be the o.nly Tenson hy it muld not 
be a F . of T. 

I eta not recall at the moment any protos th t I Dlay have of • 
actual F . of T. covnrs. HO lever, I will mAke a search. 

Ith every good ¥11sh -

Cord1adly yoors , 



flrch 10, 19.54. 

r.Thnmas Parks, 
3.556 - 79th St., 

Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

Deer Tom: 

Herewith I return the copy of the 
Nev. York Times of July ::>4, 1861. I found it mat 
interesting and thank you very much tor the loan. 
My apology for holding it 80 long. 

Cordially yours, 



E G GUY . PRESIOENT a GENERAL MGR. 

J . G FLECKENSTEI N , VICE PRES_ IN CHARGE O F $A.LES 

PHonE 

CRYSTAL: 
125 

M . A . HAGERMAN . SECRETARy- TREASURER 

M . B . CLARK. ASST. TREAS. a TRAFFIC MGR. 

~OF CARSOn CITY 
rP co A P02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEum PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CAR son CIT Y, III I CHI G A n 

Ionia, Michigan. 
March 8, 1954. 

Thanks for your letter which arrived this AM and for once will try 
and make immediate reply. 

Rene leaves tomorrow with Joan and Jackie for Tuscan Arizona - will 
' be gone two or three weeks. I will stay home and work while they have 
a vacation. Will go out on the train and probably fly back by way of 
Denver. Joan thinks she might want to take graduate work next Fall at 
University of Arizona or Colorado School of Nines - thinks she might 
go on and get a Doctor's Degree in Geology rather than get married - her 
fiancee Dick went into the Ar~ last month for two years and he will have 
three more years at M.I.T. after getting out of the Ar~ before he gets 
a Doctor's Degree in Geology, so she thinks she might do likewise. 
ApDarently won't consider getting married until he can support her. She 
likes to eat regularly and made one mistake - a little gun shy now, I 
guess. 

Was sure glad to get the #60-a stamp. Shall I also try and get a #60 
violet? Let me know how much I owe you for this, Stan. 

Am enclosing the face of a cover that came out of the Schmidt collection 
in Ann Arbor. Is the Continental printing (#156). Please examine the 
stamp that is touched by the Chicago postmark - note the double transfer 
throughout this stamp - in th8 numeral "1" - in the "c" and "E" of CENT -
in the "T" of POATAGE - and even on the top Dart of Franklin's head. 
I wonder if this has ever been written UP befere? 1 have no use for this 
face of cover, Stan, ~nd perhaps you know of some~ 'wno collects this 
issue and would apor,e. iate ' j, - if so it is yours ~h 1 ompliments. 
Perhaps this ou~ht . m:t te up and illustrated tt\ \f S"? I suppose 
it is too late an 'nterest in your "SpeC':t 1 rvice." 

nderstand Ruth Stark intends to dispose of some of Harold's material 
shortly after July 1st when eS,ta te will be finally settled. She told me 
she would have to raise some money that way, she thought. I hope she 
stays clear of the thieves from New York. 

Rene says to tell you we wil l be dovm to see you and Mildred in April 
when she gets back from the est - all r ested up - I hope. 

Dan Kelleher has a nice sale coming up April 9th. Whose properties are 
these he is selling, Stan? Some nice l~ 1851 items in the sale. Do you 
know where this material comes from? 

Rene joins me in best wishes to Mildred, Stan Jr and yourself. 

Sincerely, 

JGF/k 

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STAIKES. ACCIDENTS. ABILI"TY TO OBTAIN CRUCE AT POSTED PRICE. OR 0 ' HER USES BEYONO OUR CONTROL QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT· 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY A.MOUNT OF ~NY FERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANOISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDEO TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPO N PRESENT FREIGHT RA.T S . AN INCREAS E THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY P U RCHASER 



r. j . G. leckenstein t 

419 Union ·~reet. 

Ionia, ich. 

Dear jack: 

arch 11, 1954. 

Yours of the 8th received. looKs like your gIrls are going 
to have a nice trip. Tood bed you cannot go ith them . joan j.s surft 
ambitious and deserves 8 lot of credit . 

Glad you ere pleased ith the 6()1\. Harl you gone Il.tt. and 
tried to find one it wO.lld have been very difficult to locste. No chm:oge on 
this. 

He - the l¢ cover that you sent me . I don't thi nk thi s 1s a 
D.T. I am wondering if' hat you noted Are pAriS of the b]u, cancel? m"ever, 
I didn't ex mine the stamp under my microscope . I wUl do 80 18 ter. In the 
meantime tbD.nka very much for it , AS it 1s Clulte a pretty lit t1e thing. 

It as news tome that Huth intends to sell sone of liarold's 
collection. I can \,ell imAgine Vlh~t the Naw York boys ould do. I imagine 
she will be guided by I r ed SchMal7.reidt~ device and I hope he 'ill be very 
C ret'ul 'i th same 0 I had hoped that she intended to keep the collection intact 
as Harola loved it 60. Personally I sure regret it 1s to be broken • 

• e will look for you down for th t visl t in Apr! 1 and hope you 
won't disappoint us . 

I r.oticed Dan's cfltalogne and th One Cent lR.5l's but I hnve1l't 
the slighter,t idee a8 tn the owner. ome 01' an's sales are composed of 
material from 8 num~er of people. hen I glanced thru the catAlogue I nbt4eed 
several items that belo ed to me years eg> tut haven't the sl1~test r.eco~lectlon 

to hom I 6 old them . 

Re - the Abelson cover. I am famllier with the rtCh~rbourg" tllflrk1ng . 
'y advice is this - don't buy it unless you let me 588 it first. oome of the 
things you t:lelltioned don't add up . 

sup ose you ere bfltch!ng it at present - lldred ,ioj.ns me in 
best Wishes -

Cordially you rat 



f 

THEODORE GORE 

400 BROWN Bu:tLDINO 

WICHITA, KANSAS 

March 8, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I am enclosing my check for $9.50 
for the two slides, and I have decided to 
keep the album, as it makes a handy size 
for me to put stamps in to carry around, 
and is not nearly as bulky as one of the 
Godden albums. 

I am enclosing some 3~ '61's. 
There is nothing particularly unusual about 
the lot. The one group of covers I picked 
up some time ago, as they impressed me as 
being an odd, deep shade. As you can see, 
they are all from the same correspondence 
usea in a reasonably successive period of 
time The off-cover stamp~- has an odd 
purplish-type cast to it. I have an unusually 
large number of these 3~ '61's. I have been 
looking for the shade variations on this stamp. 

TG/cn 
encs. 

Cordially yours, 

Jt. I -I. • ~ ,hY".. . 
Theodore Gore 



f 
1 

arch 11, 1~54. 

fr. Theodore Gore, 
1100 Bro Bldg. , 

.iehita, Kansas. 

Dear Mr. Gore: 

The k very roue for yours of the 8th wit c eck for 9. ,0 
for the album binder and the t 0 slides. 

I as very much 01 sed to see the l1t.tle batch of cov rs 
that y u encl ed and hleh I r 'turn bElrewith. Your cover of J\. r ? 186? 
is olmost an exact match for a reffJrence copy that I hav . ha( for many 
years end l hich I call "Indian Hed." I oonslder it more of fin Ind10n than 
even the 5 ¢ '57 Henna. Do yonnot think that my copy leh I enc lose 1s a 
perfect match it h Y r Apr 2 1R6n 

Never before have I seen t .is s de us~ on the original 
cover at such an early date. Because it resembl s to som~ extent e .rtain 
shades that I h ve noted on covers used in the summer f 1863, I assigned 
ita use to that period. ~?;ra Cole has a cover jth a strip of five, p)Utl 
a l¢ '61 uned to Ii'ranee - ll.5¢ plus l~ Carrier) and t.h~ shade of his strip 
is very close to my ref .renee copy. I never drel'lmed thlB shade 68 issued 
as early as A ril 1862, hence J. as delighted to see your OOVf1rs. 1 mAy be 

rong bu t I imagin it 1s 8 ate mp tho t is VAr"J rEl re. -

I am also enclosing my refe rence copy of what I call "Dork 
Brov.nish Carmine Lake. II I hav never s"en a cover wi th this shade, hence 
n0 1dea 'hen it as issued. 

I don't think much of your off cover stamp, as I believe th1 s 
is some sort of a • changeling" - It looks rather "sick" and "f8ded" - not 
an original color. 

Again re - your f'1 ve covp.r. - YOUl" pr 8(?) s ems a bIt 1j eJlter 
than the one of pr 3 and the other three much lighter and more red. No 
doubt I can mAtch s me of these 1n my reference copies. 

ith evory good ish-

Cor d 1 ally you IS , 

f 

• 



J\-:J.~­
~-Jl.J\. 
QI.QI.~.1fI. 

31nrk if. 1Inlr1ilUnrt~ 
Phdc:!ioelic Dec:!ler c:!nd Broke'!" 

102 ~eacon ~treet 
~o5ton 16. ~a55a.cqu5ett!il 

March 10, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 No. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

QI_~-J\. 

J\.~.J\. 
~.~ . .?-.JI.$. 

I am enclosing 2 covers which I would appreciate your examining 
and giving me your opinion on. 

The 1869 face of cover has an odd rate that I cannot explain. 
The Confederate item appears to me to have a faked postmark 
tying a stamp from which a pen cancellation has been partly cleaned. 
Your comments will be greatly appreciated. 

I had a bourse table at the recent Detroit Stamp Show and 
though there was not much in the way of new business or contacts 
there, did have an enjoyable time seeing and talking with 
Jack Fleckenstein. He certainly is a peach of a fellow which I am 
sure you already know. He certainly has an extremely high regard 
for you which I share wholeheartedly. 

With kind regards, 

J2::Sth 
JEM/mm 



Fonn881"l 
Rev. 9-37 

~o5t. ~ffice ~~"&. 
Received from: 
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March l?, 19.54. 

r • .Tacle E. Molesworth, _ 
102 Beacon Stre t, 

Boston 16, -ass. 

D pr .Jack: 

lte - yours of the 10th and th6 tvn cov~r3 that you enclosed. 
irst, the 1 '9 cover. Be leve me men I .tat!'! that I '#I8S not influenced by 

the pencil notet ion on the hack: but r ther by the rnte with which I have long 
be familiar. ncidont 11 , it is one 0 the rates I havp. Rought. I heU eve 
it possible that the cover 18 genuine and actually did originate at Yokohama, 
.T p n. The faint bleck postmark may have }.e appU"d nt t e tl. S. l'os+,s 1 Agency 
there. Th18 may nd it may not bA tru. Ti rate COl let have me nt - lO¢ by 

i S . S. to tho U •• , then tho 4¢ r to to France Vis Great I r1 tAin. rote 
tine, 'Via rica - Overland." In th r v'o1'ls, .to ";an Franclsco, t.llt~nce 
YoIic "Ov r land I' by rRl11'08. The :fe• York postnnrk 1 tf oV ?6, If the postmark 

~==....;;;;.::.l:.;.ne;:.." ir ct to .avr } 1 '30, ill '10.' Li.y J"eC'.ords S 0\' thot the 
r ch Line" -s ached led to sal1 on IOV. 26, lR70, thun the Np., ork Post Offic.e 

'ndsta ped this lett r with th t d<'lt t 4.1t it s m~ ro~slbln that t ~ sa11il1&" wos 
. elayed until the ,Oth. 'l'hc l,tter honlLt ho one Vi nglend os t e 4¢ V:foIS a 

inten ed, ho ever, for some :re son "tile .!e • York P.O. plqced it oboard a sh1 p of the 
rench L1n , thus the U. S. ]'.0. got 4¢ for not p~fornirw; any service . I believe 

the cover 1s genuine, hence ' ve endors it on thf'! hack. 'lease note my ne method 
of a thent1catlng covers. Pl ge advifc:e if you like or ctlsl1kl't the us", of a handstemp. 

~ em enclos1ng a photograph of l..ot 1794 in t s .oond Y.r.app 8 1e, but 
thir: 1 t \,ent Via land. I believe your cover j s much ·01'6 rt}re a 3 it j s th e on iy 
one I have ever s en 'hat originated in .Tapan, .. nt th1'11 the J. S. and WRS s nt by 
French Packet. Y() will recoil the 'ranco-Prussian .ar was in full Elwin tit this time o 
Tti • may have been the reason of the four days aalay 1n the sailing.of tit#) }~rench 

ail Ship . Please return the photograph as 1 t 1ft froM rr1y files. I ctC'luht if this 
letter Vies delivered until after th~ iSr vns over. arj s 'as nurroundect by the 
German amy at is period. 

Re :arain the other cov.r - He!'e are f;om~ points. The 'ew Orleans Ii . m. 
is 20 .NOV. If this as genuine the ye - <>e olld hnvp, to be lR6l. I never saw a 
stamp like this used in Nov. 1861. e stamp 1s so poor I can't tell h t it is - I 
suppose it could be on e of tho Be "tees iles . " I nev~r 88 A New Orl.,ens po<"'t:->ark 
that looked like thiS. The 01'00 who mane thL f e must have bef"-Il Vt'lry 1 no rant • 

Detroit. 

y tee is 4.00. Fair enouP;h? 

.Tack IHccKenstein rote that he red onlte a v1s1t with' you recently :tn 
e have vee close friends for rr: ny years. HI't 1s eb 0 utely mirue. 

Stan ' .Jr. is flying home nftxt wee -end to bid \1."\ ,ood-bye. His ship iliJ 
due to aal1 early in . r1. fo"" 8 cruise around the world. 

Ith re ards -
Sincerely yours t 

(30-3.5) 



MAR 14 1 5 



-f11':!t .:;..., """t~1 
h<~ 
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ff.r . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 1.0 Ft Tho las Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
arch 10, 1954. 

J . H . GIBBONS. PRESIDENT 

G . C . OUTLAW . SEC.·TREAS 

No word from you today in regc..rds lot 165 from the Harmer 
Rooke sale of llarch 23rd about which I wrote you Londay. Assuming you 
have not seen it I am sendin;; it to you herewith, having been given 
that permission by Thatcher of Harmer's • • fill you expertize it for ne 
ana charging me for same and thlTI1 forward it to Harmer Rooke's, postage 
for which is enclosed. I have looked thru all my catalogs trying to 
find out if and when this cover may have come up for sale but to no 
avail . 

Also I bid in this cover at Carl Pelander ' s sale last w-eek, 
the 5th of the mon th o It was lot 597 . liill you give me your idea about 
it. Dont you think the 10¢ grew on it and was simply missed by the one 
cancel. Do you not think it good? Cost ~62 . 50 . 

Here is a letter that just came from Phil . Now if he vall be 
good boy and send it back to Scholl I will be happy ana so will you. 
See what Scholl says . 

Enclosed Cover Peru- lot 597 elander ~62 . 50 
1\ SJSt! 120 lot 165 H/R sale .;;>300 . 00 

MOBILE . ALABAMA NEW ORLEANS. LA ORLANDO. FLORIDA DAYTONA BEACH . FLA . 

MONTGOMERY. ALA . SHREVEPORT. LA JACKSONVILLE. FLA. WEST PALM BEACH. FLA 

SAVANNAH. GEORGIA TAMPA. FLORIDA LAKELAND. FLORIDA SARASOTA. FLORI DA 
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?lArch I?, 1954. 

·r. E4nm.erson. c. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South. 

Bi nn1nghtm , 18 • 

Dear 

e - the ?4¢ '1.869 cover. Yes, I am quit., fomil1ar wi th t,hi a 
clever fake. It as' sent to me by ('Iod:)r in 1940 and lmnr by ard in 1942. 
I exolained tully in My l~tter the many paints that fire all \l<rong. ,'he 
notation on the back of "hdh 17/1/30/32 looks lj t'! f'tevp. Brov n's not tion, 
but the co er 'as not in his sale. fhe "4¢ stamp vas at. u3ed orig1mlly 
on the cover. I den't Suppof,e you care for me to eo into detal l~. I ~i II 
forward it to hamer Rooke 6; '0. today but 1 \<.-1).1 not e;lve t}~m en orinion. 

e - th J. nlander Sal (!over. I htw eXB!'1lned this Ary 
c61'ef'IJlly anCl fai d tor ind anythinE suspicious. Ler. v'e have th P, stampfl 
of threl! countries on one cover - most-unusual,in fact, extreor.dinory, but rifht in 
line with mail {'rom Peru at tor t pried. Ie see sue} cov.rs 'lth t.he Hr:ltiBh 
end U. '. stamps which meant ttc-\t the letter 'Jas r.ailed direct to the British 
mail ship but in tbi'" case the sp.ndAr paid tl.e P~ru postnge though the len;tf"r 
did not go tl;ru the Peru Post Office. 'I'he Eri tish carri~d the lettp.l' to PAnama 
City here it vms turned over to the r. S. Hail p;ent. 'iht'! U. S . stt'l!'lMship rote 

as lO(t Nnturally the British did not ccncel our stemI' (in d th is v-a3 Also over­
looked ~oell the lett.r auived at New York. I hnve signed it on th" hack. ~ uite 
e nice cover. 

!. ro;turn the ;r.rd And <'choibl letters. 1 didn't kno~, 'ard WAS 

back from ?ermuda. I do hope t.l:15t he returns the sh.!!et to the Doctor bnt it 
he hesn't seen aoother for 80 f'lany years the chances seem s11m. 

'ith bent. 'ishes -

Cordially yours, 

--' 



D r r. tch 

\t h r q 
la. , 

.. . 

. 
reh 12, 19.54. 

ttention: 

• '. rtl of 
th Lot 16.5, 
1 fro 

ry truly y r , 

/ 
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- ' •. In My Opinion This ~ar Is Genulne ' ln Every Respect 

~"". f'kSTAH~WSI-IBR~~..f\I· 
\ -. If)~ 'o/~4A.tW-t,v-v-\ 0 
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}i'eu. 28, 1954. 

, I'll y, r. L sli H. 
2925 c;t 57th • t. , 

Ch<4 C ~9, Ill. 

Deer '1'. Ransl y: 

copy of tho Con e 
1~ genuine, ana sign 1t 
you he olot position. 
The e .ould b :; . 

to yoor of the 25th, 11' you Ca to 3and the 
Lin to Me .11 be plaauod to uthenticat 

on tho c, it'l' uwl h). I 111 Iso gl 
Later J1ll furniGh you ~1th photoGJ"anh. 

it, 

I tU ppo you r~ ~:8re t t a f_r • p of the 
plot of 100 as d11'f. nt, bee UGO 'J<j of the 10') no' it' on re g ne over 
end retouched . From t le enclos d I J B Y r copy is nuin becauso 
several positions on tho lnt 'ere oxtr e y clo'e to th, e t l'r e Line . 
I beli v I ~uld J, t plote the to. p from the de crlption that. 'ou 
gave me. n all probabihty it COmAS lX'1!l the 10th ycztical ro of the 
plate . 

Vary t ~ 1y Y 1'$ , 
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2925 C-We~t 57th .:Sheet 

Chicago 29, Illinois 
Phone ~.f;mlock 4-0782 

ENAMELERS ON GOLD, SILVER AND COPPER 

/;94r ~_c~.'S"ttV/ 

J:~-;? / C?,fG4;~ ~ 
/ W~u~p L/c. c7- ,/0 

¥~ "..z-.... .. .. d- //~L-

~"........~ 

{!u~tom JeweL'tIJ 

Cuff Links 
Pins, .f;awings 

,-(. -' ..... 



r. L 11 f. B naley. 
925 .t 57th t., 

roh 13, 1954. 

ChIc 0 29, !111nli • 

D r • 

uyI OT your ch k 
for ;.00. 

'y lyy r. 
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MURRAY HILL 3-5667 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. ThoIm S A venue 
libr t Thoma. s, ICy. 

Dear Stan: 

March 10, 1954 

Many thanks for the return of the article on per fer ations 
which is going to a ppear in two ins tallmenta j the first 
part in the March nwnber of the CCP, and it will be com­
pleted in th e May number. If' Dr. Chase had any notes 1Ih ich 
have never been published on this matter, I would, of 
course, like to see them but judgiQg f'rom your remarks there 
was nothing in them tha t would make it necessary to change 
what I have written. 

Your letter of' March 9th concerning our #4786, 3¢, 1851 
bisect, addressed to Judge Warner, I have read with interest. 
First let me say I agree vL th your analysis that these 
stamps could not have been used in 1851 but I am quite 
certain that this cover was used in 1857 because there is 
defmite evidence of tampering wi th the "7" of' 1857 on the 
letter to make it 1851. In regard to the term "Avondale", 
Jef'f'erson County, I no te tha t the Avondale is in quotes which 
simply means that the name is applied to the plantation or 
f'arm from which the letter was sent and I notice that 
Kablatown, Va., is tn the same county. The P.O. apparently 
was so small that it didn't have a cancelling device hence 
the manuscript townmark and the pen strike on the stamps. I 
have carefully examined the cover under the lamp and find no 
evidence of cancelli t ions being removed. 

The SEnder lost l¢ postage and it is quite probable, almc:st 
certain, 1ha t the writer of t he letter cut a 3¢ stamp in 
haIr ani 'ttl e Pos tmaster probably was not meticulous in his 
observance of the P. O. reguJa tions. As you know we have 
ample evidence of slipshod handling of DId Is and observance 
of the P.O. rules so that we should not be surprised at it 
occurring in these small coun try toWl s. I managed to have 
one ot: the corners of t he s tamps separate from the envelope 
and underneath was clean, indicating that the stamps had 
been there for many years. There is also no evidence that 
the stamps had ever been removed or substi tuted. 

My ultimate reaction - and with due res~ ct to your opinions­
is that this cover is genuine in all respects, but is just 
plain messy and unattractive. 



, 

- 2 -

We also ha ve before us a 12¢' 1851 quarter 
strunp on cover from Geneva, N. Y. It is a plate I 
stamp. The quarter is the correct rate and a photo­
graph of this has been in the Luff' Collecti on since 
1935. This cover was known as early as 1933 when it 
was discovered. A similar cover was discovered at 
the same time in the corrspondence addressed to 
another town. Both have pencil notation in Characteristic 
wri ting of the period 1854. 

I have beEn told that this cover has been sub­
mi tted to you and that you cannot condemn it bu t on the 
otherhand you were somewhat hesitant to say it was 
genuine. As far as I am concerned the only thing that 
bothers me is the concentric ring cancel which seems to 
be a little early although it seems m be plentiful by 
1861 or 1862. I would have sent you the cover had I not 
been told that you had seen it and expressed such an 
opinion and I hope that I am quoting cor rectly. 

I EIlclose a I& ir of I¢' which a re marked as "faked 
roulette" which I think is a somewhat arbitrary statement. 
Would you be willing to say that it is possibly a 
roulette, privately applied at the time? 

I want to thank you for the reply you SEll t to 
Mr. Holbeach for which I am certain he will be most 
grateful. 

wsb/l. 
encl. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

THE PHILAT~LIClOUNDATION 

;:{,!L~. Boggs 
Di~t~ 

P.S. Enclosed are two items - #4803 and #4802-on which 
the Committee would appreciate your opinion. 

~ 
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, 
lhe Philatelic Fou d tion, 

22 t 35th St., 
te. York 16, .Y. 

D r in: 

arch :3, 1954 . 

Att,ntlon: r •• ~. Bog 8 

- yours 01' the 10th. I bet1 ve that. all the material that 
. I have. p lblished 1n the (,}1080 hook. I oove vi s photostat f\I\d onginal 

notes which' he turn d. over to tTl y.,ars ORO • 

• • II 418t> - 3d lRSl lit, . ,t. ht ve ' CAr .1\ lly notfltd your 
r lllBr"s. I 1 t 1 vcry hrrr=l:t', 1 uthttnticat., an iteM such fJr> this hjch 
is so que tioD In doing so, 1 t encour p.tiO the {lrooks 1.0 go ahead wi th 
th ir tleecing collectors a the ,omm1tt boom 8 p rty to such cmo\(~d 

ric . ;hen th i a r noon 1> fit nOllht out en i tern :I.t i.. much b tt r to re 'u.<!e 
on1n10n than to £'i ve one. Ihe COM1 ttfltf'l iEl certcinly 1lnder no ob11 ation to 

the collecting public to xpl'ess en opinion on v!ry it sub itt d to th m. It 
1 for better to be hone ,t n s y, "I don't ~no ,f then to do any gu sst 19 . 

}. 1851 - 0' rttlr of' . Rtn"'n on cov.r fINn en va, •• Y. 
1 have kno 'n this '1 tern ever s1no it fir Jt came to light 1n th m1ac1le 1730"s , and 
inCidentally , I ~x8lTl1ned it for a N v ork d Ell. .r ithln ree nt months . In MY 

ter t o th Q 81 r ~lio I Wl1nt into orne detail re - "Target" cAncels . 
rr;et ere irnawn on If 47 at pf'i, hut whether (~en va t ~ .Y. ~v"r used Buch e killer 

I do not know . 'hore are certain fentur s th't Indloat t e <lOV r might b genuine . 
It the postl'JOrk 1s cenuine I c .• e to th. conclusion thbt the qUArtt'tr stamp and the 
t rget ere f oth r dse -hy th post r . There ar gooni a cov,rs in exintence 
wi th (uorter bisect of the l?st 18.51 . 

R - th palrot l¢ lR.5l. or anynn .. to stote th~t t.h1~ it"m 1s g 
uine would bo qu1te an ss Imptl I n v,r made ny s'tu y C"Jf gr 11s \ .. hlch I cal 
"punch in paper. ' I oonsidered th,t I could p nd my t i m to bet t er advantage . 
I suppo e mo t anyone co 1d tAke a p ir of th ill 18.51 Elnd put "nu eh 8" jn th 
paper suc h 88 this. I have .absolutely nn interest hatsoevcr in such a "vAriety . " 

, I r turning herewi th ______ ;..;.;...M_~ an d 4803. 

.1th reg rds -
1no .l'ft ly yours , 



.F .CertH'tonto o. 4 BOj 
(30-38) 

901 1860 - single ofr 
"ORL' 

I the c ncelBt ion gen !nely used on this st nmp?1I 

In my o'01nion this genuine. I hav known this 
to!'lP :f r "uny ecor I ot 1 t 1n mv :f'j le8 . 

It 1s igned u . neon the b ck by J. • BArtels snd by 
e. It care up in J rtel • euct' on in th. rly 1920' R 

nd hus nev r been questioned to my no lldg • 

Cigred _____ . ____________________ _ 

nrch 13, ]9'>4 



P.E.Certlflcot ~. 480? 
(}O-38 ) 

~ 

strike) 

"Is this cuncelation g nu1nely Uf' d on thi ~ At..arop?" 

I hov record of hi at p in my files. photo a hn, etc., 
as I xDcined it on ev rol oce sion in th st but IRS 

n v r 8 ble to rrl v tad finite conclu ion, hflC8US~ there 
are fe ture th t u ht re ouest oru bl. To be quite 
fr nk I .. 4 ply do not now if it 1s genulnP. at rl "e, 'hut 
1 t is ros i 1e the mar ing re nuine. 

olgn d~ ____________________ ___ 

arch 13. 19!-4 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NY ACK • NEW YORK 

Commisswm • Appraisals 

TItLEPBONE NY,\C .. 7·09U 

May 21st, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

What do you know the Philatelic FOundation issued a certificate 
on the quarter of the 12~ stamp from Geneva. It is in Bob Siegel's 
next sale on the front o~ the catalogue. 

I have since found out - I am quite sure that that is one of 
Jarrett's things. You will recall he is the fellow who was in 
trouble with Colson - got a suspended sentence or something. He 
originally came from Philadelphia" I'tNN~"'I/""M 4./ ,s..:..¥c c..,..1I{h..&-

Sincerely / 

EDC :mkl 



r. zra D. Cole . 
yack • • T. '[. 

Deer ZTa: 

lay ?5. 1954. 

Thams for yours of tho nat re - the oneva .1. Y. quarter l2¢ 18.51. 
he P.l. sent this to me last .... arCh and bofore that Bob Siegel oont it to rne. 

In n ithcr case did I condamn it , but I don't recall that I gave it my okay. 
Bear this in mind . I tel t sure the po tl'i rk 1s genuine, and in th absence of 
any rating marking or eVidence of a cancelod strunp •• at did pay this letter it 
th bisect did not? In other ·oros. this i3 quite unusual and looks dnrn queer . 
b t I do be lieve 1 t c ul be good. I think the P . F. should heve refused to issue 
8 certIficate bec use of lack 0 f eVidence. 'Ihey d I) not have to render a posl t1 va 
verdict on eve~r item sulrnitted to them . 

Here 1 th I am returnine the tvl) letters fron Lovy of orio. .ace to 
have somoone over theru \'/ho knows v'bet is £olll€ on . I den't think l.(mry t.i 1 knows 
Levy but he is well acrua1nted \'lith '': 0 Jamet. By tho :ay . have you ~cen 8 copy 
of Jernetts cOMing sale? If rot. I will end you a copy . In:ldentally . he stated 
I had authenticateci all the covers in ille U •• ",oction r.hlch is rot true . I raisod 
uite a protest . You ill l'etldily note some fakes !lnd ill realize I did not okay 

such s111y things . 

Hereld th a letter from olesl rth ~'bi ch plea '30 rotum . I adv ieed him 
there as no hurry an to go ahead ana try to sell the 901j 1861 cover . JLlso note 
his reference to 8 .5¢ i . Y. used from Gavrumah . ! edVi3ed him I had no reoord of such 
a use. Do you knov anything ebout such B Swoet cover? Den soems to think .:oles­
worth is okay . Is that your 1npressi on? 

I ate t t in "the Fox sale at 4/1.5 - _Bst . that Lot 311 003 described 
as a l')8ir of Type IV, whereas it was a pair of 4R1L - 14TI1L - sale price 1.5 . 00 . 
Ho come? 

ROBards., 

Yours etc •• 

.30-38 



stanley B. Ashbrook, #2 May 26th, 1954 

With reference to the l2¢ quarter used as a 3¢ stamp. 
There is no doubt that the stampless cover part of this ~art of 
a cover is alright - by this I mean the "Geneva 3 paid" in 
black. I have seen other siMilar stampless covers ofl approximately 
the same date. The thing that is bad about this is the quarter of 
the stamp which is the added starter. It was not necessary to have 
this on the cover at all. FUrthermore I have since found out that 
this was one of the things that Harry Jarrett made, and I am quite 
sure that this cover may have been part of the court records at his 
trial, if it was not, there was only one or two just like it which 
were, and it is one of the items which he made, at least the court 
thought so. 

EDC:mkl Ezra D. Cole. 

/ 
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arch 15. 19,4. 

r. ·eal~. Graba~t, 
£1.5 S. l'orlMn Ava., 

van svi 11e 14 t Ind. 

Dear 'r. Grabert: 

Your of the 9 th rece! ved with return of 
the slide and the stampless cover. ThiR 1s oulte an 
interesting item, end I onder it Renr!' end you 
solved the rate? It not, r will be g18 d to sand you 
my analysis. 

I was pl~Ged that ~'our friend r. Smith 
lil{ d Y s Ude. I Alll cone tan tly i!Jlproving my- expos\U'es 
and y recant ones hI) e been much more satisfactory. I 
bali va that the best results are obtained' thru the most 
accurate exposure. 

By the ~ay, .ay I in uire if Dr. Cnrroll 
has ' has een your Cahokia, Ill. coval' of 1804? 

1th :tog rds -
6incerely yours, 

• 







Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

March 21, 1954 

I have just returned from a trip to st. Louis 
and find your letteD. Sorry to say Henry and I have come to 
no definite conclusion on the 24 cent rate of ' the Paris cover. 
\"lhile in st. Louis I called on CDrwith Wagner, whom I had never 
met, and durfing our visit expressed a desire to see the cover 
for his analysis. I certainly would like to have your opinion 
of this rate. 

Ivlr Wagner ' also expressed surprise that I am 
having Color Slides made, said they were unlawful and can be 
confiscated. It is my opinion that they are novi permissable. 
Is that not correct? 

Regarding the Cahokia cover of 1804, this is 
an Indiana Territorial mark, Illinois Territory being formed 
in March 1809. To my knowlege Dr. Chase has not seen it and I 
would be very happy to send it to him if would like to e~amine 
it. Kindest regards, "/), ._ , 1,., Jf:--- _ _________________ ~______ /·r· { rl .t,-< ..... ~v~: 



,-

r. Neal 1. Grabert, 
61.5 S . IoImon _ vee • 

Il.'vansv11la 14 fInd. 

DeAr "ir. Grabert: 

1aroh ?.5. 19.54. 

Your of the 21st reoeived and I was plac.: ed to loorn that you 
had recently visited y steamed tr e .. agner in Zt. Louis. 1 is one or 

t • very best and I oount him ae one of my very goo fTi s . 16 8 real 
and careful studen't . 

Rega rdin S the K ntu cky oover. 
made regarding 1t. quote: 

.re is a C(.py of the memo that I 

"This looks like Paris . Ky. - Bourbm Co ... !rDE. of Lexington, 
but U: is not out rathar 'Faoe's Post 01'1'10 t in Barrell Co., Ky. The data 
is ab. 26 . 184 5. Th Postnaster was ~ford .i_. ace . The n.et of 'arch .3. 
1825 , entitled pObtm8sters to forv.nrd and reoe1 vemail up to 1/2 ('unee in 

eight tree of postage . Letters weighing up to one ounCe l'iere to be chergcd 
with quadruple rates. The ot of- ~arch 3. 182,5 provid.ed a single rate or 
6¢ 'not excead1n"" ,30 miles. Thus the rt..gul~r Jost;e.ge on th1 le 1,t.61' woul d 
[.ave been 4 x (;-1 or N¢. ocor 1J?,g to the rating on t is lett~r no part was 
E R1l.E ." . (unouote} 

I expect Henry thoUfht the p . O. was :Paris , Ky. some 18 miles N. l!: . 
ot Lexington. hum the C'ating allsume that no p!'lrt of the tull 1St e was 
~. Is that your concluaion'l 

e - dolor slides. It never entered my hea d that these philatel1c 
slides of st ps or cover' could poss1bly be any violation of the law but when 
it cames to rulings fram Babington any"darnn thing in the world oen happen. 

I wend ing if some part ot agne fS conolus10n !'light be correct? 
The r.eason , I ha.ve six rolls of color film at Rochester, some of which have 
been them two weeks. In the PRst 1 have had slides returned wi thin tive to 
six days . .hy two eelts this time? I am wcnderin g'l To find out I have just 
sent 8. telegram to the - stman Co., !fequesting an il!Wlediat It answer as to the 
cause ot the delay . Perhaps scme pin-headed 2 x 4 squirt has taken it upon 
himself' to be very ofticious. I hope I (lit Y1roog. I Will keep-- you advised as I 
kno you ' auld be h in rat d. squirt oould rule that stamplas8 covers 
are 8 violetion of the illustration aot, and what 0 uld we do? I hate and 
aa pisa pol1tio18 and bureeuo ts, but to be the forMer 1n this day and ae 
I suppose one has to be a regular louse. 

Re - the C hok18 cove]'". You re quite C'.orrec-:t. It is n Indian 



2. or. eal J . Grabert - arch 25, 19.54. 

Territorial. Incidentally , a nephew of l"1Y' great fil'eflt firandfethel" 19a the 
firGt territori 1 governor end £,overnor or Illinois, 'inlen Edwards. 

0 .. e bit surprised that Chase 00 ne,'er seen the cover. I 
'ill send hi 8 photoeroph and if pArchence he Ylould l1y.e to see the cover I 
ould liko to borrow it and send it to him. I think it is wonderful end I sure 

'ould love to Ol.n 1 t . 

ith kindast reg rds -







(' 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No . Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
Saturday P . ~. 3/13/54. 

Your yesterday afternoon letter came today, this A. :1 . early. Not 
bad service, I 'd say. Thanks for the information about the lot 165 in the 
Harmer Rooke sale 3/23/54, the 24¢ 1869 cover. I knew that notation on the back 
was either Brown's or Emerson's, I couldn't recall which. He had no more ideas 
of rates like you do than did Knapp. You remember how many bad ones came up 
in the latter's sales. Sure, why should you give Gordon and the client who 
owns it the advantage of your years of work. I enclose my $5 .00 for the opinion 
and it is cheap at that. I ceuld have easily been toek fer ~p300.00. 

I am alsO' mest happy to' know I get a nice cever in the Pelander lot 
frem Peru and G.B. etc. I beught it after the lesson I learned in letting Paul 
vveiss buy a cever at Percy Doane's Green sale of the Edgar I elton's Cover back 
in Nev. 4, 1942. I could net be there in persen but Ez did not gO' high eneugh fer 
me and {eiss got it for $475 .00. It came up again years later and years age and 
breught about double even theugh the 30¢ has a tear in it. My cover is the same 
reuting. 

Herewith is my ten dellar bill for the two abeve cevers. 

I am glad to' read Dr. Pelland's letter. I 'vish I knew him, never having 
met him. I think his opinien of Edgar is same as mine. He lokes him and I do teo. 
But there is nothing I weuld rather do than to outsmart him in a stamp deal at 
auction or otherwise, and I think that is what would please the decter. Right? 
I return the letter herein. I alsO' secend his remarks about you. I think a~ 
far as Fex is concerned, that he may be a gEeat salesman but I dont think 
he knews stamps and, as Ez says, the enly way yeu can buy frem him is to buy 
an item he knews nO' thing about. He would knew the value ef a sheet of 10¢ 
Pan-Americans because it has a set and printed value. But he would not know 
much abeut the value ef the cover I just beught abeve frem Pelander and might 
let it gO' in a sale for the price of the lO¢ 1869 en cever or ~15 .00. 

I have my fingers crossed about Ward and the sheet. I'll let you know 
first mail if I ever hear from Scholl. 

I am sendililg a couple of cheap lots I get in the same Pelander sale 
as the Peru cever. Net for expextizing but just for you to see the various route 
which I thought made an " a:ttracti~etset. I paid $8 . 50 for the other cover which 
must have been solely for the rates. I have nO' other explanatien of why. Theught 
you might like to' see also. I en~il:ose a dollar to I,ay for stamps back here. 

L sdmt you the enclosed 5¢ Orange Brewn in December 1952 and you 
sent it back Dec . 5, 1952 with the nete that it was a genuine New York P.M. 
of August 1861 and that you had signed it en the back. I did net nete at the 
time that you had only indicated it as the O.B. Would you new sign it as a 
genuine Postmark like the one from Fox I bought last month? Can you recall your 
letter'? 

Enclosed 5¢ 1857 O.B. used single. 
Lot 13 Pelander sale 8.50 
Lets 18-19-20-21 II 41.00 

__ Si~ . 

f~~~~~-'u---~fr"'--~~a-~9~~"\', 
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,}undoy nieht -
,rcl 1" 1954. 

r. . arson C. Krue, 
3 08 - 13th Ave •• South, 

Birmingham , • If: . 

Dear I 

Your air registered of ye~terday arrived at about 2:30 this after-
noon . 

First the cover to FrAnce. Roth er interest 1ne and inasmuch as I 
analysed it, I thou ht yo ight like to have the story. It is dated inside, 

Hampton. " I assume this was the name of a family estate in nryland . porhaps 
not tar from Baltimore. The postmark is If .SONTO' fi' - queer nar.le . It WRS 

written by a temale, hence the odd rAte of -;6<1. I wonder here she got the idea 
the o stage s thet sum? At any rate, she mir ht have saved the stal!lps as they 
pa id n"lthing . ehe could h ave sent 1 t unI!l id - po., taee due , becAuse that i ~ the 

ey New York rated it . The letter W8S over 1/4 ounce but not over 1/2 , hence 30<1 
should have been p:lid, hence ~lew Yoril: staMped it a "SHORT PAID" but at fir t 
thay assumed it was not OVf!r 1/4 ounce and stal'lped a credft of 3¢ to France. 
Later the error as discovered and the "3" was r!\ l rked <,ut by a red gr1d , and 8 

debit postmark: was apllied l'Iith a ch11l"ge to France 01' 74¢. The letter \'18S sent 
by "American Pkt" direct to Havre , hence our share wos 12¢ for each 15 <I rate. 
France roted it a8 entirely unpaid and placed a due on it of "16" or 16 declmes -
about 30¢ U. S. The addlessee had evidently gone over to Florence , hence Munroe 
It Co . of Poris sent the 1e tter under separate cover to their correspondent in 
Florence. 

• 
There 1s the story of the cover but what abo it th e st.amps? The l2¢ 

aT'e, of course , from the first plate - PlFte One !!lade in 1851. Here is a use in 
1857 . hat B wonderful plate. The l¢ stamps ere Type IV and the stamp to lett 
is one of the Inverted _ rans fers - listed in the S. 1 • ~) . under Type IV - 1857 -
71LIL - 81LLL - 9lLlL. 1 don't AUppOse you eive a darn .~~ one of the three 
and I \\On't bother to put a Bloss on and try and find out . 1 suppo!-:e I oould. 

Incidentally , there 1s the Jl' rench receiving "Havre" on the l¢ pair. 
Too bad the sta'"1ps are in such frighttul condition . Look up in the ~ .U. S . the 
vslue of a l¢ '57 ''In\ erted ronsfer. " ust be Quite h 19h because perra. are 
quite rere. I ould hate to try and road that letter, wouldn't you? }<our years 
later the 'ar \' as on and I sup"'ose this family bore theil" burden aa did most 
everyone els e . 

Re - the four co vers to 1..ondoo - The postmark: 1s "CAPB IuU,ND. 'I . J." 
There was such a post office 10 Gape- ay County rut apparently under a dIfferent 
name today . The let ters re all in fuly 1858. Three Je re r.eiled at Ca e I sland 
sndone At PhiladelnhiAwhich waB not a c reat dit:tsnce. I note the heading inside 
he s "Congress Hall." I ;onder if that., AS t e name of the estate? Two show carriage 
by British Peck: -. t (with 19) - the other two bl' American Packet \with 3) . Did you 

. read any of the letters? I wonder bo as "Dear Pet'l" Little did the ,T it er suppose 
th 
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,2. Mr. E .. nmer son C. Krug , arch 14, 1954. 

that all'lost a century lAter some "phllfl tellst" would be reeding hi s letters. 

He - the 5¢ O. B. - (Dark O.B.). I have added "Genulne NA\'I York 
p.m." - Too bad there 1s no more room. 

lie - Kna p end ,>teve Brown. .;hen bo th Yo'ere active in t be mi ddle 
thirties, I suppose all three of us thnught vie blew Hates . As I look back to 
that time no I realize I didn't mov, a dam tb.!n~ and that goes tor Steve and 
Ned 8S ell 8S a lot of others. It a COVAl" "looked p ood" we concluded it was 
genu ne. 'y goodness ' .he t a !'list ake. 

He - that 4 ¢ '69 cover. I iill send yoo a photo Inter. S 8 

guess. I W)uld BUP ose there 'eee two stamps in the uppAr right corner, a ] 2¢ 
'61 am a ;¢ '61. ~aybe my photo rint \'Iill sm sometlll alon~ this line • 
In other wards, l5¢ was paid , whereas ;O¢ should have been paid. Somewhat similar 
to the cover horewith. 

He - your Peru cavP,] . The stamps at three difforent countries on one ' 
cover is Quite nice. 

e - Dr. Polland. He must be a prince of a fellow bu't I have never 
met him personally. You a re right, he eet a a treMendous kick nut of trading items 
with Jessup und esnecially in etUng the best of Edgar . It must be quite an 
achievement. 

hank s Em, for the ten ruCKS. I aid I!ll' jncOM8 tax to!:1ay ac.d I 8m 

flat broke. lIArd life this. 1-\11 \'lork Elnd 11 ttle play • 

• ith best, wishes -

Yours etc., 

P.S.--Re - Iota 90 and 91 Rarmer Rooke '.ar ?j-?4 - .L noticAd these and tho1l8h 
there is 1i ttle 1n the 1l1ustrat'ons they look like awfully nice covers. I see no 
reason to question t t em - one is a single - the other a double rate to Germany. 
Note my pencil notation on Lot 81. I wooder when thi s was done? Perhaps many 
years ago. Re - Lot 76 - don't you think this 1s unusual? Threa 5¢ on a cover to 
Spain. 
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March 12, 1954 

Mr . Stanley b. Ashbrook 
33 ~. Ft. Thome s Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

~ear Mr . Ashbrook : 

Would apprec~ate your opinion a s 

to the genuineness of the cancella-

tions on the t"JO cove t' s c..nd aIs(' 

your opinion of t he Ic 99R2 . 

As usual, please let me know wha t 

your charges are . With my bes t 

regard s -

Sincerely, 

~{2' 
Samuel~. X 



.. 

r. S uel C. Paige, . 4, Bromfield t., 
Boston 8, 888. 

- Dear r. Palge: 

Be i th c three 1 te S AS per yoors of the l?th. 

211867 Grill - U. DisBO ~l hRlt, addressed to Litchtield, N.H. 
I dislike it f3 fllcb a s this as there 16 no way to prove them good or bAd. 
The best thot \18 cnn do 1s simply to express f\ personal opinion, so here goes. 
This has no po t 1'k - Why? It 8S sent scaled. No or1B1n. no yeer-date. 
If it was from out of town wh)r did "Louise think she could send it for If? 
It it was "Drop," why did she seal it? It !.'lay be okay but I don't like it rJ\,~voLdrY\ 
and would hes1tate to okay it . No postmark would indicate a Drop but it 60, l 
'hy no postmark . I suppose some wo Id say th t too P . O. clerk ref'UFed to 

send 1 t 1 thout a pay 0 r 3 ¢ , hen ce A r.am ad 1 t "Paid 3. " That seems a 11 t tle 
tertetch d to me. 

12d B1sect San renclsco . A fake th&t I have known for reny 
years - that 1s , the S . F . fake postmark . I wrote an article about it i n 

S along about 1937 . During the years I have photogra hed perhaps a 
dozen it 8 . 

1st 1057 - 99R2 - Yes , thie Is ~ T~'pe III - ~. It is slened 
on the back: by me - The pert 99R2 is 8 very rare stamp - believe me . 

y e 1 s , . 00 . 

Sincerely yours , 



~ $~,gN . 
. 1+ ~ fiCV . V cJ ~ ~ . .---, r-....-

~~ 
~~(fi. 

~~ 

MAR 2.~ 1954 
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FRANK S. LEVI, .JR. 

11 ROCKWOOD DRIVE 

LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 

March 15,1954. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft.Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Many thanks for your letter of the 11th. Needless 
to say I was most disappointed to read that you no 
longer have your material on the lO~ 1855. But even 
worse was your feeling that the present owner most 
likely will do nothing about further1ng the study 
of this delightful stamp. Th1s is even more , regret­
able when the man obviously has the means to pro­
duce a book or booklet for the enlightenment of all 
his serious fellow collectors. 

Enclosed you will find the 5~ cover. I have no re­
collection of my dad ever getting th1s from Brazer. 
In the back of my mind I seem to recall that he got 
it from Percy Doane •••• but perhaps Percy picked it 
up from Brazer. I really don't know. You are cor­
rect regarding the S.U.S. listing of Jan.l,1856 ••• 
that is the way it was listed through 1953 but in 
the 1954 catalog it has been changed to "earliest 
known use March 15,1856". I hope you can prove be­
yond a doubt that this cover is genuine. 

Also enclosed is the imprint pa1r of the lO¢ as 
well as the two copies with the line in the left 
"X". If you would be kind enough to forward these 
two for identification I will be greatly indebeted 
to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

--?~/.£f.c-: 



~Mo;v.l <:.' .... \ 
c.:MAR5 -
4 II-AM .<.: 

-> - I lor)G, . 
" \:1.,. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box # 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 



FRANK S. LEVI, .JR. 

11 ROCKWOOD DRIVE 

LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 

\ 
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FRANK S. LEVI, .JR. 

11 ROCKWOOD DRIVE 

LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Box # 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

For the past few years I have attempted to make 
a study of our early imperf stamps with a special 
accent on the lO¢ '55s. Needless to say your fine 
book has been an inspiration as well as a constant 
guide. However, and I am sure this has happened to 
others, I have reached a point where I feel I must 
turn from the book and speak with the author. 

My problems stem from the unhappy factor that I 
have not been able to gather very many multiple 
pieoes. An occational pair is about all I have 
been able to afford and still I try to plate as 
many stamps as I can. I realiza that my best bet 
is to wait until something further is published 
covering the balance of the positions not described 
in your book. This I shall 'do but there is one stamp 
that drives me slightly orazy. To date I have found 
two oopies whioh proves, in my mind at least, that 
what I see are definite plate marks. I shall attempt 
to desoribe. 

The stamps in question are type II (itA" relief) and 
have a t'aint line in the left uX" almost exactly as 
in your illustration of position 76R. I say t~lmost 
exactly" for the line falls just short of the upper 
edge of the "Xu. The difference is so slight that it 
oould be called 76R but the guide dot is not olose. 
The dot is a full millimeter beyond the oval, perhaps 
a fraction more than a millimeter and a little more 
to the left than say the guide dot on position 58R. 
If from this meger desoription you can give me an idea 
of the true position I will be for ever grateful. 

There are two items of information that I should like 
to pass on to you in the hopes that you will find them 
of interest. I have a nioe horiz. imprint pair of the 
lO¢ '55 •••• positions 41 & 42L •••.• in case you do not 
have this recorded. The imprint covers the following 
"nter. Casilear & Co. BANK NorEn and just to make it a 
beautiful piece it is smacked twice with a Mobile paint 
cancellation. 

The seoond item is a 5¢ '56 on oover. I know you are 
working on this stamp and feel that sinoe the catalog 
lists MaTch 15th as the earliest date this should be 



reported to you. The stamp is t1ed with a black New 
Orleans March 14 •••• 'the cover 1s cancelled New York 
1-farch 23 and there is a French receiv1ng mark on the 
face (and another on the back) dated Apr1l 5, '56 and 
t he one on the back Apr1l 6,'56. Also penned across the 
top is "steamer canada tt

• Forgot to mention that it is 
addressed to Paris. This cover belonged to my father and 
I find a note on the back in his hand "y/aterhouse 
collection earliest date of use known" This may not be 
the earliest but I'm pretty sure that it will rank up 
with the best of them. 

Should you care to see either the lO¢ pair or the 
cover I will be more than happy to send them along 
for your inspection. (Neither are for sale.) 

Thank you for taking the time to read this rather 
long note. If you can help me on the afore mentioned 
lO¢ I will be greatly obliged. 

Very truly yours, 

~~4'~.v:: 

March 4,1954. 

, 



• 

, 
I 

1 

, 

r . rank S . Levi, Jr., 
11 RockW) od Dri ve , 

La rc hm on t, ~ • y • 

Dear 'r. Levi: 

J. in reoeipt of' yours 0 th~ 4th. 

orch 11, 1?.54. 

ding the 10¢ 1855. I r gr t t" st te thAt r havfm tt don~ 
ny plat iT g of the 10(1 pl t s i'or e number of yearn, h!'!noe am very rusty on _ 

the plate varieties. disposed 0 all I11Y 111 .ter1nl includ1n6 no tea, diagrams, 
to., otc., to 8 W ork collector l'OO took up here I lett ort and ho ent 
1 od and completed the ntlre reo~nst1'Uct1 on of Plote rl . LAst ~r he, tn 

turn, sold 11 of his mat 'ial to noth r coll otor MO 1s ac(:uiring m.et "'ial 
in an ffort to improve the condition of' the 80 ,n structj on. He is replacing 
oor condition ith any f mer 1 terns he can locate~ I s rlousJ.y doubt if anything 

new wi 11 be pub11 she d any ti .e in th~ n r tut ure. The pre R~n t owne r is you 
or rnther middle age, cuite ealthy and probably not. the typ~ who w:'\uld bft 
inclined to r1 t e an artlole l11uch 1 ss a be ok 0 T' booklet. 

If" you cere to send your 10¢ 18.55 to me I will be Blnd to slbnlt 
t m to him for ldentif"i cation or I will photogJ'8ph th III and. send h1!1l IntH for 
hich I would ch rge you B tee. t any rete, I wmld like to see your 1 print 
iece end .make a photograph of it for y records. 

R~gardlng your .5¢ .18.56 COVftr. I have a co plete de.oription of this 
cover in my tiles but no photograph . I have An idea y ur futher acquired it fzon 
Clarence Brazer . Is this true? Be ause ROrnft qutiRtlon :regArding its v 11d1ty wae 
ra1sed some yeat's ago I never listed it as the earl1p,st kno1Ql date of use. It 
the cover 1s genuine, then it 1s the earliest use koown of the .5~ 18, i . '1'he S.U.s. 
gives Jan. 1, 1856, but I seriously doubt 1t th1s 1s correct. It you CAre to 
forward 1 t sloop: w1th four 10¢ i teats I v 111 be glad to g1 v it 8 caretul examina­
tion. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. 'rnnk S. Levi,Jr., 
11 Rockwood Drl vo, 

Larohmont, New York. 

Doar r. LeVi: 

li~roh 18, 1954. 

, 
I am in receipt of yours of the 15th enclosing the 5~{ 18,6 

cover, the two lO¢ 1H55 sineles and the iPlprint eire 

.eBa~ ding the eovor \\bleh I am tum1n herewl th . I will 
be gl d to furnish YQu ,'1th a cOMplote analysis of' thi s cover but tor 
same I w::>uld have to charge you 6 fee ot 5. 00. I have apent quite a 
bit of tl e on thi s find \7ent to the expense of !I'lai<j.ng enlarged photo­
graphs, by ultra- violet, color and black and white. 

Reg a I'Ciing the ·,wo slncl~9, I am. tak1ng the liberty of sendin£, 
the se to my f 1'1 nd who C1IJns the only reoonst ru cted le ~e find with t hf3l!t ! 
am sendlng him the lovely imprInt · pair so thf'lt he oEln have a look F't it. 
I am requesting 11 1m to plclte· th~ tw sing a for me . I am l'Ondertng if by 
any chance 1'0\.1 wo Ild be wl111n~ to jFrt w1"'th the pair'? I w:>uld love to 
aoquire this for my reference collection . 

Also lTl8y I inauire 1f by any chence yon might be interested 
in ac ulr1ng a small col1 etion of the 10'1 18.5.5 - every stAmP in superb 
condition. The owner as yet has not definitely deCided to pArt wi th 1 t 
but if he does , ' the ice w III be oround $?;OO. OO. No covers, but ell 
off cover Singles, PEl irs , etc" with all types represented , and espeoially 
the finest ot cond1tion or the Type IV position. 

:;)inc e1'9ly yours , 

• 

• 

c.; -



FRANK S. LEVI, .JR. 

11 ROCKWOOD DRIVE 

LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 

March 21,1954. 

l-1:r. stanley B. Ashbrook 
30 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

This is to acknowledge the return of the 5¢ 
1856 cover; I trust you found it interesting. 

Thank you for sending the two 10¢ 1855 singles 
along to your friend for plating. I look forward 
to further word on them. As to the imprint pair 
••• afraid that I do not wish to sell same. 

Regarding the collection of 10¢ 1855 that you 
mentioned. I should not like to commit myself 
without seeing the stamps but from what you say 
there is a very strong possibility of my buying 
same.so if the owner decides to sell please keep 
me in mind. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. . 



,,/ 

I r. Frank S. Levi, ~r., 
11 Rockv.ood Dr1 ve • 

Lore ont. }l .Y. 

ear lir. Levi: . 

~lerch ?5. 19.54. 

Here •. 1th I :!.' turn your too sinC1ca end the 1 print pair 
of the 10¢ 18.5.5. ~.Y friend reported th t both o!Ilgles ere 53.~1. 
'.ihich is indo d quite e coincidence • 

• egord1~ the 101 ... 8;.5 collection pr6~1Ot131y m.entioned. 
In os e my friend ec1des to -sell I rill tel!: it up 'With 10U lator. 
! reeflI'd it 1 the invcatl'lent class - an inveEJtnent of the safest 
nature . 

I ... n8 oorr-! that you did not core for I'll' opinion on l'Ollr 
.5¢ 1856 CX)ver. I b~l1eve it 1-\Ould- ha,Te b ,at:'. of much interest to 'cu . 
ay r suggest that you annd it to the E~ert Comittee of the PhilatelI0 
oundat ion , New York . CIty . 

Sincerely-



FA \< € 5 1 8S G C (;) v E: R.. IRE N C H D A,. E" b" -
THE NEvv '(ORK pOSTMARK DID NOT COME: 
IN. T D U.5 E. LJ NT I 1... APR \ L 1 I e 5 7· T J-\ ENE y..J 
OI~LEAI'-l5 PoSTMARK 15 FRAVDL)LENT 
AND 5q.~TA"1P vvA~ NOT USED ON TH'~ 
Co V fE R. ') W 1-\ 1 C H 0 R \ ~ \ N ALL Y \N A s A STA M L E S> s 
SENT UNPAID WITH 2.4- DECIME..5 DUEJOR. 
4Sd:..>V)7- .3x 1S-4, S~~nl~y B.A.shbro~~ 
Th e .:=. C) r I I e s \- Po ~ I b I e 
r:.SE of Th\ s Cove r- vvAS MA R,.C'H L3 Fron"'\ 
N EVv' yo R.. "". 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky • 



'. 

FRANK 5. LEVI, .JR. 

11 ROCKWOOD DRIVE 

LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 



HONORARY L.IFE PRES IDENT : 

JAMES STUART ELLIOTT BULLO CH 

19 53 
CHAP LAIN : 

REV. L. MAURICE WILLIAMS, M .A., B.D. 

ttbe (tonfeherate lResearcb (!Iubt 

164, 1Rewcome lRoa~, jfratton, 
)portsmoutb, lbampsbtre, 

SECRETARY-TREASURER : 

P AT R ICK C . COURTNEY 

RECORDER ; 

VERNO N EDNEY-CUFF 

mh/a/I 16nglan~. Wednesday, 
3rd.March,I954. 

stanley B.Ashbrook Esq., 
Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky, U.S .A. 

Dear Sir, 
Very many thanks for the booklet,"Notes on the 

Postal Legislation of the Confede rate States of America", 
such items are invaluable in establishing a reliable 
information and reference service in this country. 

Me have already received many such items from 
other Confederate groups in the United States,particularly 
the Confederate stamp Alliance,which I see you are a member 
of,and the Sons of Confede r a te Veterans. 

Perhaps you will assist us in a similar field;that 
of obtaining books devoted to the hi s tory of the Confederate 
States.Should you ever hear anyone say that they wish to 
dispose of any book or books on this subject,I shall more 
than app reciate it if you will put in a word on behalf of 
this club. 

These books are few and far between over here,and 
we have great difficulty in securing them. We have be en lucky 
to date however,and have recently be en presented with the 
"Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government" by a Camp of 
the S .C.V.in Missouri. 

i must close now as there is much still to do, 
All good wishes, and please write any time you like, 

I remain, 

~ 
Patrick C.Courtney, 

SecretarY - Tr easurer C.R. C. 



, 

,. 

r. Fhl1lp H. ard, Jr •• 
1616 lnut St., 

PhIladelphia 3, Pa. 

Dear Phi1.: 

MArch 13, 19.54. 

I enclosing bat tJ:1e cvner claims is 
a int block 0 f th 90¢ 1869 and he ants me to s 11 it 
but the darn thing looks queer to me. I guess thAre 1s 
no auestion but h t the gum 1s fake. Howev r, I am no 
utho"'1ty on the k :tot s end make no pr tensi ns. 

I e sure that you can help me out, so hat is this 
.block? 

I haven't heard from y06 since your. re­
turn. I trust you had a good rest and an enjoyable time. 

lith best Wishes -

S1ncer~ly yours , 



PENNYPACKIlA 15·3237 

Mr. stanley B, Ashbrook 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

)larch 16, 1954 

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

~ I have your letter of the 13th with enclosure 
and would infonn you that the block, whioh you su1:mi tted and which I 
herewith return, is the 1879 90¢ imperforate with privately applied 
perforations. The gum is original. and this is from the part sheet 
found many years back of the 90¢ imperforate which, b,y the way, lists 
at $)00 a pair. In those days varieties such as imperforates were 
not wanted so that the fakers perforated the blocks. I do not know 
what you 'WOuld call this but it is quite a curious piece. I have re­
collection of seeing a similar block sometime back. I do not know 
if this happens to be the same one or not. 

lIany years back, before the turn of the 
century, Coleman obtained sheeti. of the Newspapers in imperforate 
condition, clipped off the P~&P number strip of five and had the 
balance of the sheet perforated. These perforated varieties are 
really Special Prints of the soft paper for they were made by the Bank 
Note Company as samples for the. Bureau, lIho had recently taken over the 
contract. How Coleman got th~ sheets was never announced but he readily 
admitted that he had thEm perforated. As a result, many of the 1879 
issues of the Newspaper stamps are from the ColEman lot. 

I guess you would describe your block as 
1879 90¢ imperforate with privately applied perforations. 

AlwSfs most pleased to give you any information 
and do not bother enclosing stamps for return postage. Wi th kind personal 
regards, 

Sincerely: '~urs, 

I L ..f 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

enc. 



( 

( 

rch 19, 1954 . 

r. il1p H. rd, Jr., 
1616 . Inu Stre t, 

Phi del h1 ;, A. 

uch for the j nfo t ion on t 90(1 1 J79 lock . 
on thl 1s origInal h eoon I 1n n1ro 1s 

no ht 5 \ in SOr.lO of' the ~rf. holoa 1nd1c6ti net?} 
the nppl1 dafter bem pertorated. Could it be po sible 

t t thl 5 fro an 1 perforete h at th t 80!'l80n in sh1 ton if ted 
trom the old til s, applied perts and ? 

Is it yo r opin ~ on that this block 1s the A 
(~~ 70), 1,6 , 1580, 15 I, 17 ,18" . I note the .~ . 

v 1'1 ty 
ate .0 

the 
~l; , 

s not regularly 1ssued. Is one to infer flX:l +his th t 
ere "re larly 1ssued It I also note ?lOIl, 211 , 212 , 

2°18 • 6tC. 

I nev t oak any interest in uch tre bec&U •. c neVhr cOllf.1dered 
that such stut't ro 0 81 1 to becouse, in t!11 opin on , they .1 ' & aver 

r E:,Ulerly 1 . ued" to tho pu 11e . If not. til ,n 1,ha~' erb c. t lloote '0 5 h IPS 

but proofs. It so, th n the 'JOr,! block iv 6 p rt'oreted root', perforated and 
g ed. hat botherR is hy someone AppUed the cum ofter perforat r ns';' 

I i 11 great,ly epprecl toe youl" C( ent r..n Us uflBt1 n B r have 
ra1 ed abo e. 

·ith re ds -

ours fttc., 



r . Henry ..... ill , 
20 - l'o - 2nn St., South , 

inneapolis , inn . 

'"lear Henry: 

arch 19, 1954 . 

: Here ith I am sending you the 90{! lR79 block. You recall to whom 

' 4 

f 

( 

I ::;ent it and I auote as f'ollows from his letter: 

"1 have your letter of the 13th Tnith enc:losure and Yiould inform you 
that the blOCK, 'hlch you s11bmitted and 1hloh I herewith ret urn , is the 1879 
90¢ imperforate ith rivately a'pplied perf'oretions . Th gUII11s original and 
this is fran the part sheot found nany years bacle of the 90~ imperforate YJhich , 
by the BY , lists at 300 s pair. In U()S8 0018 v8!"ietles such 8S 1mperforatos 
\.ere not wanted so that the fakers pe :rforated t.he blocks. I do not knovi Vlhl?t 
you tlQtld call this but it is nu1te 0 curious niece. I have recollection of' 
seeing 8 similf>r block s ometine back . I do not kntOYl if' t ~ happens to be t he 
s e one or not . _ 

:any yea 1'8 back , before the turn 0 r the century , Colewm obtained 
sheets of the NewBp:!p era 1 n imperforate ccndl tl on, clipped off the plnte number 
strip of five end hAd the Qalence of the aheot peTforated. These p;lrforated 
v rleties are really Speciel Prints of the 80ft parer for they 1'Ieee MSde by the 
Bank Note Company 88 samples for the ureau , who had recently taken over the 
co ntract. liow Coleman got the sheatH as never announced but he resi1ly admitted 
t hat he hoo them perfol"8ted. 8 8 result , many of the 1879 issues of the News-
paper stamps ar from tl.e Coleman lot . 

I gless you auld describe y~r block es 1879 90¢ 1tnperf'orate with 
privfltely applied perforat il")ns . " 

, (un uolle) 

I note that he states that this has the origlne 1 gum. If thi s was 
from an imperforate sheet - then perhaps the sheet did mt have any gum because it 
seems to me that this block '85 gummed ofter being ~rforoted . 

Inasmuch 8S he eave me thin infonnation free of charge I think it 
\';0 110 be wiso to keep it to ouraelves. HOi eVAr, I flUgefist youdOott is - if vou 
think advisable - Tell Los that I said 1 t 1108 frol!l A sheet of iJnJ)fl rforat os that 
H. F . Colernen had perforated end guD1l'led year~ ego. I suppose t e things linted as 
191B, v'ere isauad without gwn. I mel" be wrCX\g but this gum did not look eood to me . 

H. F . Coleman s a dealer in Bshineton , D.C. and he obtained 8 lot of 
meter lal from unknown sources dO\' n there. 

It you ill examine the perra you, ill note traces of Bum wh'ch makes 
me believe the gum 8 applied before the p:: rts but I MY be rme. I note that 
Luft states that "occas'on811y the illll'1 vas Cluite brown , " (referrlng to the 1879 
stamps by the erlean Bank Note Co reny)~ 

ith all good wishes -
Cordially YOUI'!'l , 



r. Henry I . I i1 • 
£,0-26 - ~ d St. out h, 

~nno8po11a . 1nn. 

Dear Henry: 

A in ref 
1'0110 8 from 1 t t .r 

arch 7.5. 19.1)4. 

79 - 90 block. I am al1otL~ a 
source the p't'ev f.ou8 one. cl1JOte: 

ttl he e y of the 9th in fu:rther r 'f'p.rencA to 
t.6 90'" 1819 bloc n .0' _d lnfom you tha thea impar or tea ere r tnd 
M ny Y r ck--ln fact, d t tlld~r stem "-- and it has 

1: "aye be n guess tlr + I:l n 6ub:'1.1tt d f r 1n pacti n 
to e1th r the Po Off1ce r Ise at mps reta ed tor c mper son in .he tiles 
of the ank rote Com ny . '1'1 on this bloc~ 1 identical with the pairs 
and blocks of th 1rnpertor t thAt I hava seen heretofore. T 1s gum W R 

applied by nd • • cnethinc ! nJver knew untl I ran scross a letter n the 
f11eo or the artr.'lEllt anvlsi "th t the k r·ote at MPS .re lr.llned sh at 
by sheet by hand. This m y ha~ hed a second. coat of GIlI!l applied to it but 
I think not for it is the e darl g rou d on the othe rs. It 1s on the 
1 den ticsl pa r of the 1879 issue, is in the Correct color end you mi€".ht 
.call it , it ··ou Jan , an un SSll d s p ru I \II Id by no manna classify 1 t 
(s a proof. It is s1 1 r to th 1 parforet s that .e h e in the 1890 
i sue and the 1895 issue as 'ell as th rs. I doubt V1hether any of th 1 -
perforates, 'nc:aId1ng the others which ~rou Clention in your letter, were 
ever regularly issu d md Bold over the Post Office co mter. They,. he ,;ever, 
h ve been reco n z d for wh t they r oVE?r the yee.rs. • 

ompa:re the Above with hie first am l~ me r.ave you. re~ction . 

i th best ;ishea -

Cordially yours, 

• 



PEHHYPACKU 11· 3237 

lLr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

leUI WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

Karch 22, 1954 

I have your letter of the 19th in further reference to 
the 90¢ 1879 block and would infonn you that these imperforates were found 
mruv years back-in fact, long before I started to study stamps-and it has 

I al.~s been my guess that they were among stamps 8U1:mitted for inspection 
to either the Post Office or else stamps retained for comparison in the files 
of the Bank Note Company. The gum on this block is identical. with the pairs 
and blocks of the imperforate that I have seen heretofore. This gum was 
applied by hand, something I never knew until I ran across a letter in the 
files of the Department advising that the Bank Note stamps were gummed sheet 
b.1 sheet by hand. This may have had a second coat of gum applied to it but 
I think not for it is the same dark gum found on the others. It is 'on the 
identical paper of the 1879 issue, is in the correct color and you might 
call it, if you want, an unissued stamp but I would by no means classify it 
as a proof. It is similar to the imperforates that we have in the 1890 
issue and the 1895 issue as well as others. I doubt whether any of the im­
perforates, including the others which you mention in your letter, were 
ever regularly issued and sold over the Post Office counter. They, however, 
have bem recognized for mat they are over the years. 

I have just received a communication from Mort Neinken 
telling me he read with interest my remarks in ".Mekeel f sn on the 12¢ 1851. 
It comes as a surprise that he, too, is working on this stamp for I was 
of the opinion that only the three of you, who started this "fiOrk some years 
back, had made any headway. He writes that as soon as he completes his l¢ 
work he is starting in on the l2¢ and has considerable material. I see he has 
the plate 6 l¢ complete with only about 20 positions missing, which means 
about 180 have been plated. 

Sincerely lOurs, I 

() / 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYA.CK: 1·0966 

Narch 12th, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook , 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas , Kentucky . 

Dear stan: 

In the Harmer Booke sale of Harch 23 and 24 , 
I see a lot of Hard "s cripples . 

Hhat can you tell me about lot 165? Where did 
it come from? I cannot find it although I aM sure I 
have seen it . 

Also UQ lyOU have any record of Lot 43? Don ' t 
see anything else that mi~ht interest us . 

/. 
Sinceroly, 

EDC :mkl 



r. D. Cole, 
ck, • Y. 

e r z: 

arch 17, 1~.54. 

Ee - your of tho 12th, nd the 10 8 in the Hamer Rooke Sale 
of arch 2.5-26 . 

r beli t j.t onll' rieht th~ 1 put everyone on the 
sa basis and ch ree each and all the SW!1e, therefore, I have adopted 
8 De rule to a p.erf (:tly fair . 

nd so h 
s be a subscrl ber to my Serv1ce since t.he 

and oth sub, it a lot of . teria1 to ma for 
ost liheral in his payment s. 

e inning 
1 opuion. 

lohn has 01 s 

Recently a dealor in I. ow York, rot a auhscrl ber, de the 1'0110 ing 
co: ,ent: "I undorstan you 0 not chnree Booe dealers "'hy do youmoke an 
excepti on or ma?" . 

ne me re thin z, I do TIOt thin s h I a y fair . You sent I!B a ;¢ 
1847 and in uired if' it as · the Or e. 1f sent you personal note 
stating thBt it WAS. You sent the at p to MY closp. friend Cherl1e .hltnam 
and ch?rged him 1.50.00. He 'ud not have urcha sad the at p n thout my 
asrurance 1 t was the correct col r. I judge you n·( e E.t 1e at 100.00 on 
the sale. wn't you t11nk you should hftve paid me a 5.00 fee? I ere is tl:e 
Dlip that you ~ent Putnam and which enabled you to nnke the aole. 

1 also hsve 1 n r iro the .59' 1 47 cover thnt yo 1 Bold to the Columbus, 
Ohio boy for 1 • .550.00, the cover that 1 rote up in ST .PS. lIe told me 
that he never ould have be ht it!'2 it not been for y rtlcle. 

s late rug let ely, 1 m 50r.le at 11 ke t m ahflpely lit tle miss 
ho stated she ave a ay a million doll. I'6 ort berore she realized she could 

sell it. Of course, her waros were pricoless but Ice about mine the hard 
way, hereas God presented her with hertl. 

Ro - Lot 43 1n the sale. 
end e record ot this, but I kit 

Oft hand I tII!\ rot sure that I have 
All ahout 165. 

hoto 

Please return th~ enclosed to me. It you core to mention it to Charlie, 
I have no objection but I think it would be beat not to. 

The napp shi1't ch nged nd tis eak d I no hev it on y de • 
irst ti e I h v h it on my de aince 1936. Itll bet that llott lerr,y 

would like to have it and study U. Yo 1 ld be <> rpri ed it you knew the pre ent 
o er which I was req at ed to keep strictly c n ld tl 1. 

ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



arch 22, 195~ • 

r. zra D. Cole, 
yeck, N.Y. 

De r 7.ra: 

.. 

'f I ve your letter 13M I can essure you toot 8l.1 I bed in mind w s 
to lay all the cerds tace up end andea or to be fair to everyone. I cen ab­
solutely assure y~u that I 8S not excited, peeved or nyth Ing else. I find 
that I am compelled to put my etto!'1is on a moneY-Making busin ess. hy should 
there be any isunder andin , etc., etc.? 

e - th 5¢ 1847 Orange. 'I'his st mp is no in Charlie Putne 'e 
collection nd he p! id you 150.00 for it. This 1s a tact. You sent t he eta p 
to e and asked e if 1 t ~ 8S t • U. S. Orance. I assured you it as, as per 
my moon the s lip. On my op1nlon, Fut b~ht it. That is all there is to 
A +:_ It 1s all eter over th d nd I BU rely don't ant Any $5.00 fee. I 
_",rely mentioned it because I have adopted a ne rule. 

You asked me a direct question - t I thought of the N, '6~ in 
the 1ia 8r. Rooke sale. I erely informed you that I W8S adopting 8 new rule end 
hencetorth would charge a tee. I ree117e, of course, th t you don't need my 
ervi ce so that is t e reason I never 1nvi ted yon to subscribe. s you kno , 

subscription 1s only by invItation. 

I re lly doo't kno who ther 'oles rth or Fox read :ny . tuft or not, 
but I gained th impr ssion at somatl s they do beceuse t times they have 
co ented on the ctIl tents. However, tbi s 1s ell beside the ueation and I dwbt 
it eithor me ou Id payout $100 per yee r if they dldn't consider 1 t !!loney all 
invested. hether it is nor not, I don't know. eybe yes, maybe no. 

I have 5 e very close end intimate friends and neighbors ho are 
lawyers am doctors, en I go to th tor advice, treatment. etc., I expect to 
pay them their tee. I appreciate they haVe to eern a 11vl.llg. So E7, there is 
nothing to get excited about nd \'Ie c put thinGS on S b iness bBsis. he never 
you ant my opinion, ask: for it un I will chsl'ge you a tee. I do appreciate 
your interest end your desire to help me lee 8 e money and'lapprsciete your 
ettort alo this line in the J2st. I believe that I endeavored to !!lalce it two­
aided. 

,So tmre it is - all cerds feee up and no isunderatanding in any ay, 
shape or torM. 

Re - the Knapp hitt. beth r ' U is good cr d is oot tor me to ssy. 
leave that entirely to those who are better qu litied to express 3n opinion 

Perry insiats it not paint jo , it is a :lUlne 'Y rlety, but rot 
Shift. f'ticials of the ote (Janpany issued a stat 3nt over 

ignature t t it 8S enuine. hy should I oCJnP3te? ra. SoureD oftered 
p to several onths ago. I sent ar 1 er to a. ncidental17, the:r 

no long ron t e t p nd further, it so happens it 1s on l1IY deale t the pre nt 
time. I have a sne ine suspicion th t the present 0 r dan't ive a tinker's 



... 

2. r. zra D. Cole - arcb 22, 19,5(. 

damn wbetber it is a enulne plE:te variety or not, he yen ted it rely becauae 
it was the "Knapp Shirt, ,I en i tam tha t hed recei'Yed e lot ot publicity in past 
'! ars. Maybe he ade good invest ent - ybe not, I sur.e I don't know. 
Bock in U~ earl'! forties, Hughey Clark asked me it he should l1st the "Knapp" 
in the S .U.S. 11 I said as "!..2.... That c uld meen a ~hole lot and on the 
other hand it CQuldn tt mean a dam th1na. 

Regard •• 

. Yrurs eto •• 

• 

• 



I 

EDC:mkl 

EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NY ACK • NEW YORK 

Commiuions . Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYAC~ 7·09U 

I·larch 19th, 1954 

r~r. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort ~homas, Kentucky . 

Dear stan: 

I know who bought the lO¢' Knapp Shift. 

I know now that Bob Siegel and Les Brookman 
bou~ht it on a flyer together, at a cheap price, as is, 
from the Estate on a gamble. 

Sincerely, 

Ezra D. Cole. 



I 
EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK • NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK: 7 · 09" 

Narch 19th, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook , 
P . O. Box 31 , 
FOrt Thomas , Kentucky. 

Dear stan : 

Yours of the 17th . First , with reference to the Harmer 
Rooke sale and Ward's junk . The reason I write you sometimes 
about these covers is that I feel that you might overlook them 
but mainly it is because other people might overlook then and 
there is a chance we could buy them and make some money on them . 
I was not just looking for free information . 

I have been trying to get you to make some money rather than 
get something for nothing . 

With reference to Molesworth and Fox being subscribers to 
your Service they sure need it but I guess they don ' t read it . 

vIi th reference to the 5st orange . I do not even know whether 
I sold this s~amp t,o Putnam or 'not , and I could not tell for the 
life of me how'mtfch I got if I did sell it . You will note on the 
back it is c arefully marked "return t o EDC" and I am sure I sent 
it to him for reference purposes . He may have sent the stamp back 
to me and kept the slip . I don l t know how I could check up on this 
but if I come across the stamp I will let you know about it . 
If I did sell it , I agree with you , and I vlOuld be very glad to pay 
you the :lI5 . 00 fee . In all probability I had no intention of selling 
i t ~lhen I sent i t to you except to let you see the color and check 
it , not only to add to my knowledge but to yours as well. 

Wi th reference to the 5st and lOst 1847 cover" . I am sure I 
explained this to you in detail . I DID NOT SELL THE COVER . Ey 
Colby did . Of' course I knew what :t t Has when I bought It but I did 
not even buy it for ' the unusual rate, I bought it because it was 
from the town I used to live in and it was written from and also 
to" two very close friends of my grandfather so it was an association 
item . 

The only reason I have sent you material and I have so clearly 
stated many times is 

(1) if you think you could sell them we would split over 
'O't4~ cost . 

(2) if you felt they were interesting you could use them 
in your Service Letter, take photographs of them or 
dO'anything you wanted to. 



1 j 

If you do not want me to continue this it is perfectly 
alri ght a nd as I said I will pay you the fee when I want an 
op inion on s omethine; that I am going to sell. If it is just 
sent along for ono of the other reasons I will t ell you. 

Perhaps I would be surpris ed if I knevr th e present Q1.·mer of 
the Knapp shift but it is a fake just the same. Even the Phila­
telic Foundation has said so. H. li. Harn er had it, returned it 
to the ~state; Bob Siegel and Les Brookman have been doing some 
fussing around with it - they may have bought it as is~ So many 
people have had and are gettinG stanps from the Souren Estate no 
one knoHs uh at r oes on, including the .l .. state . 

'Ii th reference to Lot 43 in the Harmer -nooke sale. r:I.lhis 
would be a nice thing but of course originally there were two (2) 
stamps on the cover and the envelop e and one of them Has cut off . 

Lot 165 was Steve Brown's cover and two stamps are missing 
on this and I do not think the 24¢ belongs . 

Sincerely, 
-'" 

EDC:mkl 
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• 
r. zra D. Cole, 

ly ck , . Y. 

De r E7.ra: 

ST ANLfY B. ASI-IBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY . 

arch 2?, 195~. 

I have your lett r ern I can 8ssure you thet al' I bed in mind 1988 
to lay 011 the cards toce up nd endeavor to be fai r to av .1'. one. I can ab­
solut 1y assure you that I 88 not exclted. pt'lBved or nyth1ng else. I find 
that I co palled to put my eftorts on a mone/- Makin buslneRs . hy should 
there be any 1SUDderstsndin >, etc •• etc . ? 

- th 5¢ 1847 Orange. ThIs stamp 1s a in ,h Iilf'1 lltnam t e 
coll ctlon and he p! Id you 150. 00 tor it . This 1s a tact . You sent the ete p 
to e and sked it it vIas the • U. S. OranGe. I assured you it as, 8S per 
my 0 on the slip. On op1nion, Putnam bo~ht it . That 1s all there is to 
it. It 1s ell eter over the dm and I surely don't 1 t My 5. 00 fee . I 
erel1 entione it ca I have a opted e n w rule . 

You sked me 8 direct Question - ret I thought of the r4¢ '69 1n 
the liamer Rooke sale. I eraly informed you that I was adoptin8 0 n rule and 
h nc ,torth 1k>uld charge a tee. I realize . of course . that you don't need my 

rvlc BO U1at i6 he reason I never 1nv1 ted you to lbscrtbe. a you kno , 
sub crlptlon 1s only b~~ 1m itation. 

I really dmtt know hether olesV'Klrth or Fox r8sd my . tuft or not . 
but I gained the impress! on at eometimes they do because at tinea they h v e I 

c ented on the ccmtents. Howev .r . this 1s ell beside the QUflstion and I dcubt 
it eit her me auld payout 100 per ye r if they d1dn't consldar 1 t money 1iell 
invested . mether 1 t is nor not , I don't MOVI . ,aybe yes , %!1aybe no. 

I have so e ery clo e end 1ntlmote friends end neIghbors ho are 
lawyers aID doctors, en I go to the for adv:!ce , treatl'lent . fltC ., I expect to 
pay them their t e. I pPJ eci te they have to e rn a living. So 7" ttl 1'8 1 

. noth1 to get exoi ted about end a 0 put th1nB8 ()n a bt.Eliness basis . he never 
you ,ant my opInion, ask for it "IIi I will chfHge u a tee. I do .ppreclate 
your interest and your deSire to help me meke sClIle money and I ppreclate your 
effort s10 this line in the st. I believe that I e deavored to Make 1 t two-
sided. 

I' 

So t ro it Is - all cerds t60e up and no %!11sunderstnndlng in y ey , 
shape or orm. 

" Re - the Knapp shl tt . he er it 1a ad or ad 1. s not tor me to say. 
I 111 1 v th t entirely to those who eTe better (1\1 lU,'ied to express an 0 inIon 
than I lIB . Perry insists it .is not in job. it 1s 8 enuine vnrl8ty, but rot 

~hlft . tficl ala of' ote Cem ony 1 sued 8 st t ment OVBr 
th~ir sign ture t t it hy 3hould I ccmpete? rs. .. ren ofter d 
th at p to • I sent her lettm- 0 .8. In Id ntAlly. t 
no lon ron t n fu ,her, it so happens it ia on rry desk t the re nt 
tl • I h suspioion thlt the sent 0 er on't ive a tinker's 



2. r. rcb ('2, 1954. 

d hether it 1s A genuine p].<: to ~flriotY' or not , he y an to it rely be u 
it 8S the Knapp 'hift , I on it t t h d rocA1 'ed!' lot of publicity in past 
years . 'ayb h m A good invest nt - be not , I UTe 1 d 't 1':00 • 

Bck in:t nrly forties, Huchey Clerl 8 d me it' should Ust the nBPP" 
in the .... . U. . 11 I aid 8S !.,g,. P That c~ ld m .8n h 10 lot nd on the 
oth r nd 1t couldn't een dAm thing . 

R erda. 

Yrura to •• 

, 
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EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

Mr . Stanley B . Ashbrook, 
P.O. Box 31, 
Fort 'l'homas , Kentucky . 

Dear stan: 

Your letter of March 22nd . Fifield does have a terrible 
time with Norcross . As I \vrote you he is as queer as a p3 . 00 
bill and Fifield is the only one 'Vlho can get along wi th him . 
I know he has tried to fet those things so that you can photo­
graph and look at them, and Fifield probably feels a little bad 
about the Vlhole thing for he Hould like to help you . I will see 
him when he is in ne'VI York Hi th his next sale. I will try to 
stir him up and v-Till report off the record what I find out. 

Your fUrther letter is fine and I agree with you . Just to 
get~he record straight when I send you something that you can use 
for your ov-T.n information or to help you I Hill send a note along 
tvi th it. I.f it is something that I Hant bacl{ and want to sell and 
want your opinion so that I can sell it, I will be only too glad 
to pay you the ~)5 .00 fee. I Hill try to keep it straight so that 
you will know all about it too and if you have any doubt you can 
ask . 

You may be right about the 5~ orange but I do not recall a 
damn thing about it at all. Neither am I sure that he actually 
bought the stamp . ftt any rate he did not return the little slip 
which he 'VIas supposed to do . 



1 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Yr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 No Ft Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
Wednesday, March 24, 1954. 

It looks like old Ward has put it over and kept the sheet of Pan 
Pacifies I wanted. 

I haTe your letter .f the 22nd and with the papers about Ezra. I 
return the complete file as you request. I agree 100% with your stand. I did 
the same when you advised me you had finally decided to charge for your service. 
Of course I hate to see any feeling except the very best to creep up between 
two folks as close to me as both of you are. However I know that will soon blow 
over. I just hope you stick to your guns now and make it a universal charge and 
to apply to all cases. Yes, I think Ez used very bad judgement in the case of 
the Orange to Mr. Putnam. Here is an example which occurs to me. Marvin from 
time to time sells for me stamps that I replace with better ones or sometimes 
"mistakes" we all make in auction buying. He makes a little and I usually do 
or at least come out even. I appreciate this. As a consequence I would not sell 
anything to anyone in this city no matter who it is except thru him and with a 
commission to him. For example you know I have that used block of 90¢ red carmine 
Bank Note, SUS 191, block of 25 which you wrote up in the SERVICE recently. Well 
there is an optician here that collects the 90¢ bank not~only and he would 
like that block at $4~O.00 but cant see why he should pay Marvin an additional 
10%. So there is no seal which satisfies me just as nuch for I like the block 
my own self. In like token Ezra should certainly layoff your close friends. 

I will be most happy to take any bids for you to the Paige or Dan 
sales and may also be avaiil.able for the Harris Hawaiian sale ~ril 21th. We 
hope to leave here about Saturday week, ormqlikely Sunday_ We will go on 
to New York direct for I want to be there to go to Boston on the 8th. We will 
return to Pittsburg to see our son, then to~inci~ to see you and then to 
Indianapolis to see about mother's grave and on home. 

Glad you had Stan, Jr. home for the week end. I know how you 
feel about his going for a long cruise. Still you wont have the fear of war 
as it has been in the past years. Let's hope we see no more of that during 
our time at least. 

Sincerely, 

P.S. Do you like to read these Kiplingers?.:..-~ 
____ -f~ 

~ 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACJ( 1·0964 

March 22nd, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.O . Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky . 

Dear stan: 

Hy fri.end, Edwin Hueller , is going to 
do a story on mixed frankings . 

Of course I have a feH PflOtoc;raphs but 
he carIDot use cuts , he has to have photographs so 
that he can have cuts made . 

EDC :Il1kl 

It is going to be a general article and 
Hill only have U. S. covers incidentally, as part 
of the story . He is going to try to cover a great 
deal of the world . 

Have you any photographs of any covers like 
these that could be used? I am sure he will give you 
credit . I certainly would rather see some nice things 
illustrated than just a hunch of junk . 

Sincerely , 

~ 
Ezra.D. Cole. 



r. zra • Cole, 
y ck, .Y. 

De r zre: 

Re - your a of the 22nd. I r r. ue ller ,\lOt 1d 11 ke to h ve any 
photogre phs tht t light heve I SUBsest that you have him nrit e e end 
1nform e exactly \,h t he uld \ike to have and I w111 be I3lad to 
supply hUn pr1n ts 2 . 00 each. 

Some wep,ks ABO, a chap out in Colorado wrote me thAt he AS 
prepar1ng an rtlcle on the ony Exprsss end vlould I be so kind flS to 
supply him With photographs to illustrate his erticle. I repl1fld that ,I 
w()'Jld be del1ghted to do so and ,ould send him a selection and he could re­
tain any that'pe anted flOrt one up, return1ne the balance. rice ~2.00 
£,,1" .riot. Thet 1s the lAst I h(l~d . poddamn it whAt do such short-skates 
think I ? To be q ul te t 'snk I em get tine ted up to th e hilt 1 t h smh 
stuft. 

Recently a chap 00 n !!;est '\:i%'ote e that fie had e O)st unusual 
5rJ 1856 cover end muld I look it 01' r . I advised hil'!. to send it. I 88 

ozed when I examined it. end I de numerous photos . etc. . "c . ,hen I 
returned it I informed him th t I Vlou1d give him e cot'lplete descrlption 01' the 
covor and I 8S llre the informntion wmId not only be ot val.ue but ot interest . 
Tbe tee tor same au 1d he 5. 00 . He acknowledged receipt or the eovor but 
me de no ention of the fa c ta cone orm ng it or the 'tee. 

Is it y ondftT I am BettinI! ted llP to the hilt? 

ith regsl ds. 

Cordielly yoQJrS, 

\ 



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
THE 

FOREST CITY 
PUBLISHING COMPAN Y 
523-529 SUPERIOR AVE..N. E. 

CLEVELAND 14,OH I O 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan; 

MORNING AND SUNDAY 

SUPERIOR AVE. AT EAST 6TH STREET 

CLEVELAND NEWS 
EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY 

SUPER I OR AVE. A T EAST 18TH STREET 

S TERLI NG E. GRAHAM 
PRESIDENT 

CHA RLES F. McCAH I LL 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

.J OH N A.VAN B UREN 
VICE PRESIDENT 

March 18, 1954 

All stamps received in good order and as I remember that 2u¢ 1861 it was 
a much deeper purple than it is now. I noticed that when I took it out of the 
album a nd cannot fi(~ure what happened. The 3¢ were ,just nice copies and I 
put them in for the heck of it. 

The next trip you make to Cleveland it mi~ht be possible for you to look 
over my junk on the chance I have something about which I know nothing . I have 
an awful lot of junk that I have never really looked at and the chances are that 
I would not know what I was looking at even then. 

I really did enjoy your bulletin and only wish I have your patience and 
knowledge . It is my belief that present day collectors will never have the 
opportunity to really learn stamps the way the old timers did. By actual contact 
with hundreds of copies of each variety. 

Please sive my regards to Mrs . Ashbrook and I am glad that you poth got 
through the winter in such fine shape . 

Sincerely, 



J\.1)J.J;. 
J;·tT·!'-­

,.. Qt.Qt.~.l!. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

3Jurk 1£ . • nlrl1lUnrt~ 
Philatelic DealeT' and B,.okeT' 

102 ~eacoll ~treet 
~oston 16. 2llffassadtusetts 

March 16, 1954 

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

Qt.J;.J\. 
!'-.~.J\. 

~.;N.J>..:t'.~. 

My thanks for your prompt and extremely interesting comments on 
the 1869 cover and other Confederate items recently submitted. Enclosed 
is my check for $4 which I consider quite fair. 

E.closed are 2 covers which I would appreciate your exam~n~ng and 
signing. I presume the 24¢ 1861 is #70 though it almost has the color 
of the August. I am also enclosing several off cover items that I 
would appreciate your checking as indicated on the card. 

It appears that Stan, Jr. has an extremely nice setup in being 
able to take a cruise around the world at the Government's expense. 
I hope he has an enjoyable time and certainly do envy him myself as 
I was aboard ship for about one year myself and never got out of the 
Caribbean except for one trip through the Panama Canal to San Diego. 

With kind regards, 

c:~ ~ ~\ 
ack E. Molesworth 

JEM/mm 

.. 



I • 

111'. J ck ""' . oles<vorth , 
102 Beacon Jtr.at , 

oston 16, iass . 

De6r Jaok: 

Maroh 19, 1954 . 

Re - yours of th 16th. liirst . the court hou.~ covp.rwlth too 
two 1869 stumps . There ic not 6uffioient 'avid ce for me to- endorse this 
8S B genuine use 01' ·he 3¢ 1869. -hile the k111rrs ere similar on the 3'1 
and ?4¢. they SFlom a bit dltferent. It would be cOMptu-atively easy for a 
faker to r ove e 10'101.' value lA69 and ubstitute e ?4¢ and wouldn tt I be 
a bit foolish to authentic te suC'..ll w ric? 

The 741 1861 cov,r. "hia is evident1'l a slir.-ht color ohengel1ng~ 
It is e ,hit similar to t.he Violet but hesn't enou£h red in it to be olassed 
8s1l70 . I suppose th~t it rni;ht be ut in the .~70 Black iolet or noX8 nroperly. 
Black1sh iolet. The Actual ru tural color changelings of the ?4¢ ar so~ti 8 

very difficult to classify according to colors l isted by the S . U.. I am su:re 
thAt you are v"ell Aware of this ~ 

, 
He - the lI . S . of three of tl'.e l¢ 1857 - 1 s1cned this on tre 

He .. the single - see - a Dlli. type . 

'ee fOl' above 2.00 . 
MAR 2.8 1954 

Stan Jr. is home on a fe ... ~ days leave to bid us good-bye 
pecta his ship to aail on Anril 5th. Not absolutely certain 88 the 
movement of .ashington may oAncel th"e cruise plena f" t l"!st !'!loment . 
to be remEmbered to you . 

\ lth reGards -

Sine Are ly yours . 

P •• ). - - Tha,nks Jock for your check for 4 . 00. • 

• 

SA he ex­
eoonomy 
He wishes 



r. Don '. Gr1 T , 

1886 at 93rd t., 
Cle~eland 6, Ohio. 

D r Don: 

y r 0 18th received. 

R) - your ~4¢ Viol t. 0\'1 oddU! as r memberod this copy, 
I thou ht tl 1.X>1or 1 ::> r arkably cood - .ieh i the ooon! Ji6hed to 

ake B CO lor 811 de. h 1 I r cel ved 1 t fro!'! lOU I tb 19h t to nyult - the 
color 19n't 88 ood 8~ I thou t - I a 8 oolor slico but it . fl v ,=7>' 
unsat1sfactory - It did not !)Xhlbi t the true chada of the stamp to t e 
proper oxt t. I 01'1 aware toot these V leta (0 , over a course of long 
ywra , anpe nd the est x pie of e ... ly prill to bocol': rille exempleo of 
S 1!:L BID , bu t I h ve n, v r lmo n 01' e OA e h re eny cheI:.ge .hat SOeVGr oc­
curred in fa years time . It in M1 opinion tr.et this could not occur un ... S8 

the stamp hod befln sub jeot to ex"r e daMpllf!SB or ~ d ceen out in the epen 
and had been subj cted t funea 1n th air or aunli ht or sm.e other det norating 
tactor. 

You Bre probably 8'10 re t I have lon c ntenaed thot the ~-cI11l d 
"STEI!l. BLUE" JaB not. an original color but e "naturel color chengel:!.ng" of the 
249' Violet. the o . 60 . e also have color ch.encel1r..gs of the red violet" and 

. the. e "ch ngel1ngs" corne 1n .. o any d itt .rent E .ados 1 t 1 s practically h:.pcss!blc 
to cla8s1fy ny ot them accord inC; to S .U. S . nU!'\bers. 

It wld be nice to 81 dol,n , · th you and eo oval' your collect· on. 
ayb th opportun1 ty ill pres nt itself at so e future tee 

ra. A . join me in k in de t ra ards -

Cordially ~'rur8. 



. 
/" 

. 
\ 

Thbl 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan; 

2202 SUPERIOR AVENUE 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 
25 1 t"'A '<: (Au 

CLEV LA ..> II (;;H 0 

I am very happy to lend you the 24¢ for photograohic purposes . I am 
also enclosinb what I have in the 5¢ 1857 . \,hether they are good shades or 
not I do not know as they are not common enou6I1 around here to tell. J s I 
am not so good at shades could you identify them for r.1e so I do not mount 
hhem in the wrong places . I am writing this letter before looking for any 
thing else I might have so there may be more than is listed above . 

Things are about as usual here and I have been waiting to hear from you . 
The boys re ally enj oyed your vi si t and always ask when you are coming back . 
It is entirely up to you and we will be happy to have you at any time . If yOl' 
hwe noticed the program of t he Collectors Club for May 5 you will see that 
we are on the program. About six or seven of us plan to make the trip and 
while we will not show them anything new we might show it different . 

I trust that you both are well and enjoying good he31th . 
a blizzard here and it is a dandy • 

D. K. Grieve, 
1886 E. 93rd Street, 
Cleveland 6, O. 

Best of everything; 

./-0 

We are havirg 



, 

Mr. D. r. Grieve, 
1886 • 93rd Street, 

01 eland 6, o. 

Dear Don: 

Feb. 25. 1954 • 

Several years 8eo you loaned me a (l4¢ 1861 
violet th t \'las u ed from ,allingford at. on ' ep. 5. 
1861. As I rooall, tl1s \>18 u1tft cood example or 
the color. If you st1_1 own it will you pleesft loan 
1 t to 1M as I louJ..d 11 e to roke a color slide 
photograph of it. I lill retum it without any <le­
ley . If you he 8 enythin alae toot is exceptional in 
color such es any of the ades of the 5¢ 1857 will you 
loan them to me for the me purpose? 

Haven't L r< from you for a long time. How 

• 

ere you? ' 
1th all ood wishes -

Oordially yours , 



1 

f 

• 

r. D. K. Gr1eve, 
1886 E. 93rd t., 

Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Don: 

).torch 10, 19.54. 

, 
Thanks very much for yours of the .5th with vflr1011s en~losuTes 

which I return herewith. I mode 8 color record of the ?4¢, '61 on niece 
and signed th 1s on the bACk - elsa a color s Ude of y nllr .31j '61 cov.,r \'lith 
the Philadelphia m rkings. TUe is (luite a nice item. I Also m(-lrked the 
various !jd '.57 Co .... 1e6. I doubt if thore is anything exceptionnl about the 
three 3¢ or dId I overlook anything? 

Re - the ?4t Violet. The or1.gim"l colo'r haR fAded A hid and I 
suppose could now be clansed as a 60 - "Pole Viol~t." 'l'hA.3¢ '61 COVflT from 
New York shows a stomp that is badly faded evic! ently has been exposed to 
dampness or strong light. The;¢ was never issued in suoh a pale shade though 
some printings made in 1864(?) were in a "Muddy rose." 

I would like to pay a retllm trip to Cloveland sOMeti e ElS I 
certainly sppreciated the warm reception-I WAS tendered on my last Visit. 
Give my kindest regards to all your associates. Sest of luck on your visit 
to the C.C. in ay. I wi sh I cOilla be prel3ent. 

I am pleased to report that we mBMged to put the win ter behind 
us wi thout any bad colds, etc. In faot, we didn't have ft lot of bAel eother 
down hore in the Ohio Valley and vary little snow. Thank God nothing 11ke 
you had up your way. 

rs. Ashbrook joins me in kindest regArds and l hope thot some 
day 'e will both have the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Grieve. 

As an added thought I am send1ng you under seplrate cover a 
copy of my Maroh 1st Service Issue. This oontnins details o · R r,oent dis­
covery ana I trust it will prove a bit 1nteresting. 

Cordially yours, 



r. on r • Grieve, 
154 0 rookp d, 

C1cve1 d 01 io . 

Dear Don: 

j t line to ckn l.e e rece pt 0 yourn 
of y 6t . 

a 
an xc' lent 
1 t to I 8 not 
came to the conc1u ion t t 

I 

p. 
to you . 

lith our e t dalt , -

yo ra , 

• 



Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
"'ort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan; 

2202 SUPERIOR AVENUE 

Cleveland 14. Ohio 
1.,4 

CLE AND 11 OH Q 

May 6, 1954 

I have checked everything and cannot figure out what happened to the 2L.¢ 
violet . It did not come off onfue album page and as I only work on my stamps 
at night the sunlight could not affect it . I suspect the cause lies in the 
f~ct that the stamp was in an alb11m, unopened, for about 30 vears and after 
that length of time the color was just barely hanging on and the first air 
took it away. It is just one of those t hings that happen and almost impossible 
to 5uard agai r st . 

I tr.ust you both are enjoying good health and good weather, 

1886 E. 93rd Street, 
Cleveland 6, o. 

Sincerely, 

D. K. Grieve . 



E. D. WARSHAUER 
901 HILLSIDE BLVD. 

CARRCROFT 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
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'r. E. D. Rrshauer, 
901 Hill. lde Blvd., 

Carroroft. 
llmington, Dela are. 

Dear Mr. arshauer: 

arch 1'3, 19.54. 

Rep lying to you rs of the 1.4 tb. I m ve a 
photograph at the cover end I em femll1er Vlith its 
history. I acquired the cover in the M1ddle 1930's 
trom a repute ble dealer end sold 1 t to r. S. • 
Riohey of CInc1nnatl. When I sold his entire colleo­
tion ahout ten years ago. I sold this cover tor him, 
bu t oft hand I haven't 8 reoord who puroha sed 1 t • 
There never was any question in my mind that the 
cover was not genuine in every respect. 

Sincerely TOurs, 

(30-48) 

-



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

2221 Washington Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
March 15, 1954 

I have had in my collection for a number of years a One Cent 1851 
Type IV cover showing usage from Eaton Rapids, Michigan dated May 20, 
with no year date. I originally acquired this piece because of the 
lolOnderfully deep color of the stamps; and upon more careful study, in­
cluding comparison with known early printings, it has become apparent 
that the strength of the plate markings confirms the earliness of the 
printing. Suspecting an 1852 usage, I have unsuccessfully investigated the 
possibility that the addressee had died or moved prior to May of 1853. 
Since my limited research has borne no fruit, I can only build a circum­
stantial case as follows: 

1. Based on color and impression, as early a printing as I have seen. 
2. A corner strip (9B-99-l00RlL) - an obvious place to attack a fresh 

pane. 
3. Correct postal use for the period. 
4. Postmarked May 20, only a few weeks earlier than the presently 

assumed earliest date. 
5. Entirely different appearance from any M~ lB53 uses I have seen. 
6. I do not reasonably expect a pane of one cent stamps to remain 

even in a small post office for a year; and while the probability 
of a private individual requiring a year to use up one hundred 
one cent stamps is greater, it also is not high. 

I have never seen other postmarks from Eaton Rapids, Mich., so 
there has been no opportunity to compare mine with dated standards. 

I write to inquire first, if you believe a May 20, lB52 usage of the 
Type IV is a real possibility; and second, if it is, to seek suggestions 
for other means of attempting to determine the year date of use. You are 
more than welcome to examine the cover if you care to. 

May I seek your considered judgment on another matter? I have a cover 
which you may recall, since you note its existence in your book, containing 
an irregular and broken block of nine Plate 2 one cent 1851's, and a single 
Plate 3 copy showing the center line (30L3), used on a ten cent entire from 
California to Alabama. The condition of both the stamps and envelope shows 
a certain amount of deterioration, due perhaps to some chemical inter­
action between the different papers. Do you feel that this cover has 
enough philatelic significance to keep it intact in its present form, as 
opposed to removing the stamps in order to preclude further deterioration? 
My own inclination is to keep the cover intact and preserve it as best I 
can; but the stamps have become very brittle, especially at the edges. I 
would appreciate ,your comment on this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

R£~~ 



r. R. B. eye rsburg , 
2221 .Bshington Ave., 

Silver Spring, d. 

Dear r. eyersburg: 

arch 23, 19.54. 
, 

I have yours of the 15th and have very carefully noted the 
contents. No doubt you have a copy and I 11 cOI'JIlent on your notations 
as follows: 

1) 1. have seen at I consider very rly l85? impressions and 
colors used in 1853. 

l') Yea, this 1s rather (J)od oircumstantial eVidence but 1n no 
way conclua1 ve. 

3) Yes, but 01' little value. 

4) Noted. 

5) Se. No. 1 

6) I have seen irnperts 01' the l¢ used as lete 6S 1860. Ii use of 
a stamp that was printed in 'sy 185?, in 'ay 18.53 ould not appear unusual to me. 
A number of reasons could sccount tor such s Int e use 11' you Wish to call 1t thet, 
but I don't think I would class it fiS a "late use." 

I have been keeping a record of the arUest mell.'ll dates of use for 
many, lIBny yearo and I ve endeavored to be extremely ooref'ul that J thl!l \l3e was 
correct. I have tried to avold errors and by being extremely careful I heve 
avoided g1 ving out felse 1nfomn tiona 

Unless e could prove, 1n oome ?1t:y, th .t the use 1" B aotually Ma1 
20, 18,2, 1t ·ould, of <C0uTse, be 1 .>:10 sible 0 list too date. I ret:'dlly dmlt 
that the use could have been May 20, lr5~. end no one wculd be more pleased thtm 
lII1'self to set the date of Plate One Ltlte back to tha t date. I wish I could 
suggest some w 8.1' to assls t 10U bu t I tear t ret I cannot. In the l'leent1 re I Vi 111 
keep 10ur let ter on tile as he dat.e as a "po_ sible," though I cannot help but 
belleve the actual use was 1853. 

ReBIDding the cover you I!INlt1oned. Yes, I rem ber it quite ,ell 
though I haven't seen it since 1936. bu t I believe I d1d notlce thnt 1 t came up 
at auction Iecently. I recall, 1t '88 fl'Om Cali tornie and addressed to obile, 
Ale. and the name of the addr essee 8S d1 Black. I pl ted the Plete 3 stamp at 
that time 88 a canter line post tion l2!::l. I flIn sure t ~ t no one else hed the dete 
thst woU'ld haY e enabled th8m to plate the stomp. I be l1eve t mt H.rry lefterJ 



I 

2. r. R. B. Meyersburg, March 23, 1954. 

bought the cover slong smut 1937. I do not remember e eC'ndltioo of the 
stamps at toot time but the chances are that no greAt deteriorfltion bes taken 
place in the lest 20 years. I do recall that no one knew the smgle stamp 
as fro Plate 3 until I plated it. It I owned the cover I believe I wmId 

not remove the stamps. 

Sine erel)" yours, 

{JO-49} 

• 



Lewi s J. Mann 
262 Spring Street 

Portland (4)7 !'faine 
Apattment 6 

Stanley B. Ashbrook (APS #2497) 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Sir: 
I'm enclosing an imperforate horizontal-, and 

a perforated vertical-strip-of-three which may be of 
interest to you, and on ,\.,rhich I'd appreciate some 
information. (This is rather a "one word for you, and 
two for myself" situation, I'll admit.) 

The lady who presented me with the vertical 
strip (which I believe to be from the top, second, and 
third rows of Plate 6--a point upon which I'd like 
your opinion) kindly steamed them off the cover for me. 
I practically ruined a nice top coat before I found it 
where she disposed of it at the very bottom of her 
incinerator ••• not even scortchedJ The cover was a 
"Parker House, School street, Boston" corner on buff; 
Boston Cancellations #663A in redJ and #624; dated May 
or March 9, 1869. (It could be 1808 , but #603A isn't 
known that early.) 

The mint strip I can't get to first base on 
except in a negative way: I THINK they're from the 
first, second, and third vertical rows; but if so I 
figure the spacing and/or alignment throws Plates IE, 
lL, and 2; and the reliefs on Plate 4 doesn't seem 
to jibe with the one on the strip (if the stamp farthest 
east is the same relief as the other two). 

So that's my problem: Is it, or ain't it, a 
strip from Plate 3? And are all three Type 2? 

Do you believe the top stamp in the vertical 
strip and those mint copies could be repaired? And if 
so, do you consider them worth repairing? I dislike 
imperfect specimens, but repaired, nice looking copies 
of our early issues are much better than nothing •••• 
especially when the 'material is as tight as it is in 
this town. 

As an after-thought I'm also enclosing a single 
copy of (what I assume to be) #20R7, upon which someone 
(in a pensive mood, no doubt) "doodled" extra shading 
lines, et cetera, upon astute old Ben's silv'ry locks· 
and then his tribute (in the only undoodled place left-­
his face) with a deathless observation: "A wig I should 
think". 

The writing on this curio seemed very similar 
to another long-ago doodler (if they aren't the same 
person) who permed the name "Washington" across Franklin's 
skull on four of the nine stamps on "Emerson" cover and 
pictured on page 142 of Volume I of your book. The 
writing certainly is very similar--note the "i", fig", and 
"t"; also the "h" in one and "k" in the other. 

Sorry to be so long Wlnded, and if there's any 
charge or anything please advise. Thank you very much. 

Yours 



Mr. Le '1 s J. Mann , 
262 Spring .;It - Apt . 6, 

Portland 4', "aine. 

Dee r r . ann: 

March 24, 1954. 

Here 1 th the three l¢ 1R57 items cont lned in yours or the 19th. 
You are quite correct, the vertical strip is trom the three top hor1zontal 
rows of Plate 6, ho ever, the impression is so Iflte and worn I s not able 
to do plat e it . I 1'1i ht have b Jen a ble to do so had the perfs not cut the 
design 80 much at the top. I endorsed it on the back . 

The horizontal iMpertorate strip ot t.hree 1s from the right pane 
ot Plate 2 , and "AI' reUef - positions .51R2 - 52H2 - 53R2. 

e _ the single. I note you thought tt is V;l 8 ZOR7 . HCNiever , 20R7 
was a "Bn relief , hereas thin is a "C" rellef' . 'Ihe pen decoration on tt is 
copy is quite odd . 

Re _ the top stamp 1n the vertJical . YOt! 'Will note that I closed 
the tear for you 80 88 to prevent further d age . This 18 all thot flhould be 
done . 

or the above , my fee is 2. 50, l'Ihlch includes return reg!str tlon . 
, 

I am returning your enve lope acd ,;1sh to call at tentlon to your 
Post Otfi ce's use of ire staples. The use of such cUps 1E: contrary to j~ .O . 
Regulations and I think the attention ot your PostMAster should be called to 
this violation. hat right has 8 postal ole* tn punch wire cUps thru e 
registered letter? Cases beve bo reported where these cl1ps h8~ ru1ned a 
valuable stamp . It is a anton and d8l'lIlsble pract1ce . 

S1ncerely youra , 

• 



r. I.e is, ;r. ann, ;' 
262 ':'prillg otreet, 

April ~O, 1').54. 

ort 1: r~ 1\, >aine. 

4.)"01' .r. La nn : 

Yourn of "cant d to r c ivcd vitI or. ck for 2.50, 1:01' "hie h 
pler e flCC t m~r than ~1. 

• e 
hinge - not pc 
not uk any at 
furth r dam e. 

I U '6 to C105<3 fJ t or - donpon or at u good 
pull th I'll tht} tonI' u s POl' ij npl) hore. ith. Do 

J t at tel -\ D1" but LieI' Y clocc tt _ -:;oar to prov t 
r ::lclof,e tho ty, of 01 . ashion hinge tho. ruse. 

e - y l' 3<J 186'] thst r3turu her \:i'th, no, tni~ i~ not Q pre-
CH!lCsl but a eft ce.!.Stion that is • L. ;:no,m ur.( v/ea usod in the 3ixties t 
LeOJ!lin",t r, a8. 

. 
I am in receipt of e 1 tter. from .1'. • I. J brnr.3, SDt. - •• i..O. 

\vh1ch is as follows: 

I J prll 16, 1954 
ear ~r. \.shbrook: 

Further ref .renee i~ mcde to ~'our recent ro ort of dQ.r.logc to the 
contents of a rogiot .red ort1cle m 5ilod t ortlam t L01 no t due to 1r.propcl;' 
use of a \.1r9 staple in af.'i'xinC the return roceipt. ' 

rIhe pOl:.trnastcr at ortland reports thot ron wed instructions 
have been issued CBUt· oning flll enplOlreoB of his c ffico VJho £lccept me i!. for 
regletrntion not to u:Je stamples in ffixinr; r r tllrn roo,eipt.; Jhen the articles 
gre :nown, or presumed to contni n voluab:!.o docur.mn ts or tit I:lffiPS of pbilotol1c 
value, or in any ca::;e d'J!:re th _endcr obJect~ to the lSO of stnplos. 

It will be a ,preaioted it' you will lldvlE1e, this Bureau 88 to the 
name and addresa of the nender of the rO{7,istcred orticlt'\ in uent ion in order 
that it mal' be ... uggested th t n r quest the eccoptin postol employee not to 
affix the return receipt by means of atamples \'lhan proser~t1n~ nuil of this 
character for r g1stration. 

that I 

inc ere ly your s , 
( si gnod ) I. 1":.~ br I'l ... 

Aasiatnnt )0 '3trnas tor General." 

I am ondering if' you ov 10oY.ed to r turn to me the other letter 
t you in my lot ter of April 12th. 

vinceraly your£; , 

• 



J\-~-~­
.$-~-J\. 
C!I.C!I_~. 'I. 

3Jurk 1E. fHnirS1UortiJ 
Philatelic Deale1" and B1"oke1" 

102 ~ettron ~trl'et 

~o5ton 16. ~a55adyu5ett!3 

March 26, 1954 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

C!I_~.J\. 

J\.~-J\­
~-~-!,--~-$-

Enclosed is my check for $2 to cover your fee on the last 
lot. Many thanks for your comments. I can understand your 
position on the 24¢ - 1869 item. My source purchased this in 
the last Fox auction; why the auctions do not send these things 
to you in advance of their being sold I do not know as it would 
certainly save a lot of headaches. The owner is sending it to 
the Foundation to see what they may say on it. 

Enclosed is another nice 24¢ - 1869 cover that should be 
rather rare in this condition on a small cover if genuine. I 
picked this up in the Harmer Rooke sale of Tuesday and am a 
bit suspicious of it though I believe there is no inconsistency 
between the markings and the stamp. However, the right corner 
looks a little odd as if there should have been some stamps 
there! Anyway, your examination and signature on the back if 
genuine will be greatly appreciated. 

Please give Stan Junior my regards and wish him Bon V_yage! 

With kind regards, 

JEM/mm 

c:~ - tItt4I'I 

E. MOl~orth 



.. 
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2. r. Jack olea orth - ercb 28, 19.54. 

30, 1932. ed y Don I intend to rite this up'1n a derv1c A sue and brand it 
a8 a r nk Ite. 

enclose a hoto- rint ~~~~~~ Which speaks for itself. 

Y f tor th bove 1s .5.00. AP 1954 
Stan Jr. is due to flail on pril 5th but at this ~Jriting they have not 

received tiIl81 s lUng orders. I 111 cmvey your messa e to him. 

v ry ch for yours ot the 26th ith ch ok as staten. 

ltb re I'd 

vincorely your:: • 

n th t om to e. 



J~ck f. Molesworth 
Mr. "B S~reet 02 eL 0 

~S-rON (/ ) Mass. 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 



!'-·li·~· 
~·li·J\. 
QI:.Q;~.,!. 

iJurk f. ilnlr1ilUnrt~ 
Phil"telic De"le1' "nd B1'oke1' 

102 ~ea,on ~trl'et 
~oston 16. c4J1lIassadyu5etts 

April 1, 1954 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Ft. Tnomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stan, 

Thanks for your letter of March 28th and your detailed 

QI:.~.J\. 

!,-.~.!,-. 

~.;N.".:tJ.$. 

comments on the24¢ - 1869 cover for which I enclose my check for 
$5.00. Though the slight delay in your reply made no difference 
as I had not paid for the cover, I did not receive the wire 
which you mentioned sending so you might like to check and see 
what happened to it. I certainly do appreciate your consideration 
in making an effort to so notify me even though it was not received. 

Why Harmer , Rooke put items like this in their sale without 
having them checked by you I do not know. I probably should not 
have bothered to buy it in view of my suspicions but if I had not 
then some other naive buyer might have bought it and ended up 
getting stuck. Incidentally, I believe Fox was the underbidder and 
wonder if he would have sent it along to you himself if he had been 
the buyer? I have sent the cover back to them and implied that 
whoever may have put it in the auction may have probably known it 
was bad, and will let you know if they make any interesting comments 
in their reply. 



r. Jack: • 'oleaworth, 
102 Beacon tre t, 

Boston 16 , ass. 

Jack: 

, 

April .5, 19.5 4 • 

. 
Th nks r:r nuch for your.., of tho 1st with cheekior .5.00 . 

It sur 1/ a ppe' J" thflt some etion heu es aontt ive a domn 
whether a cover 1s ('ood or bad. • 11 thot mmtcrn 1s th-:t the buyer 
'lNi.ll not 1"ind out ab ut it until too Inte to p:ot' his money back:. or 
course, it 1s none of roy business ov o1"oon s1"Iner conducts h10 business, 
hence I cannot s~gest that he have a cov r sue!. an this Iiluthenticoted 
before he offors 1 t in a sale. He surely nuot be aware t b t on off c (Np.r 
24¢ '69 cats at 37 • .50. whereea a cover- is quoted ~ 400.00. I would 
think: 1 t would be okey f(.1r you to suggeOt to him that it 1s really un­
othlcol · to BeH such a cover without any 88ouronce 1 t w good. 10 it rot 
'"'i;'dInr to a 1" ~81 e tAte OEent trying to get cosh for a piece of proP"'rty 
without any assurance the title is good? 

t 
flegnrdin th vlire the t I sent yoo . I wss aur;)ri l3ed t lEt you 

neVer received it. ! sill oall attention of the stern Un' on to thl and 
I wi 11 re1\lse toDay fo r se.'lle .. 

l gain re - the ?4¢ 1869 cover. 'this coyer belon ed to f.1 dealer 
the last time I h!lerd of it. He cent it to loody ood .oody sent it to Me • 
. hen I informed him it was a fake he returned it to the dealer . Of course, 

he oould hav so ld it inter "ao 113" to the one who put it in t sale. 

Ref'ards . 

Sinoer41y yours. 

• 



a 

r. loho 
173 

• ex, 
ulip v •• 

orol Purlc. 

D f r 1uclc: 

e - 1 r 
and Lot .65 - thIs a 
I und rat nd yo 
tIon, this cov r is 
for many y ara. I 
co or like this 
1 t is guIle? 

.Y. 

sol ~ nrch 23-26 uwt, 
covor m rkod "'hort aid. fI 

or y Ir 1nforna­
on I hcv kID n 

y H rmer ou d ut e 
1D 0 (lawronce 

his cov r ' s 1n the 10 n c:mle 1n 1939 
ond as d cribod t that t"' 9.. e <'ole 
rice as 39. 00. 

ith re ar 

ura eto •• 

• 





~/~ .... 



A. P.S. 
c.c. N. Y. 

S.P.A. 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
----siamp4 fn e~ ----

121 LOEB ARCADE 
R. D. P. 

MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA . A.S. D.A. 

3/12/54 

Dear stan: 

I would be happy to have slides of the Knapp 
and it has occured to me that since this is a black 
stamp it is perfectly legal to shoot it and to have 

M.C.C. 

color prints made of it. This will show the cancellation 
and of course if you want to shoot a couple thru a filter 
you can do this also. I'll be glad to pay for any expenses 
involved and I ~ you to bill me. 

I've been so busy that I've not looked at this staron 
for more than 5 minutes, if that, since I obtained it and 
I have yet even bothered to nut it under my lamp. Must 
try and find a moment to do this. I don't think I'll send 
it with this letter as it is blowing and snowing to beat 
the very devil. Will try and forward it next week. I want 
to reg~ster it of course but I'll be darned if I'll go to 
the P.O. thru this storm. I'm supposed to fly to Omaha 
tomorrow afternoon--have the ticket in my pocket-- but I 
may not be able to get out of here because of the storm. 
Even if I can get out by plane I will n~t go unless a 
friend of mine, who dug up this lead for me, can get there 
by car from Newton, Iowa. According to present weather 
reports it is most doubIjl if we can both get to Omaha 
tomorrow. May have to nut it off a week--will phone him 
tonight to find out. 

Just called a doctor friend of mine and he says that 
one of thewe days he will meet me at the hospital and we 
Can look at the Knapp thru a binocular microscope which 
should be very interesting. I th~nk that I can also have 
it looked at with an electronic microspope, in New York, 
which will look right into the crystaline structure of the 
ink and that should reveal something. I wish I had a f~y 
exmmples of the Post Office Shift to examine--I would like 
to know if each of them, in the shifted area, were identical 
in every respect. I supuose they are but it would be most 
interesting to find any of them with any nart of the doubling 
missing. 

I believe the Knaop is on a very late printing but of 
course this means absolutely nothing unless there is something 
to the "so1der theory". If the cancellation is genuine then 
old P.R.H. is lOO~ vrrong. The electronic miecoscope ~~~~t¢ could 
reduce the prb~eem eo the solder theory or a printing variety. 
Most interesting. 

Henry had a wonderful time with you. / 
Sincere regardS~ 



J 

I 

r . L . G. Bro oKman, 
121 Loeb Arcade, 

innoapolis , ~lnn . 

Denr Los: 

iArch 19 , 1954• 

Your t,. letter.> of the 12th end 15th and the "Knepp ",bift" 
received . I de color s11dos of the f't P end the~' are beine proceGsed et 
present . I 11'. hold the stamp unt.il the sHrles cnMe b .ck: so (IS to be sure 
they or .oKay. 11 ttle over .or under-expesed re kes a ot of iU fterence . 
I mentioned in 8 letter to eory I V~ Id hold the Rtmtp so a8 to be sure 
tho slides era okay. ';;)0 fhT I h n't 1lsed en: colorell f Itern fer slides 
but I have 8 red ann I .ill try 1 t on tho Kne p be/ore 1 raturn the fltamp . 
I uld b'flve to gues at the .xposurc. 

He - YOUI' eXQITlln tion of the Knapp. If you can - ho sure anti 61:-

mn1ne It under a hieb power binoculf!r or tho so urpose of exam:J.nin trh 
structuro .of th ink. Thf t ~ 1 inpo tont . .intisfy yourself one ~- or the 
other tho t the. ink 1 s th S J e th t printed the ftrunp end t e ink of the sUrt . 
If you can satisfy your. elf on t tis point yeu v1111 he e an .opinion 0 your 01lll 

that 0 ld be .re te c vince yeu other' see L 0 eno Igll on t uS s Ilbject - but 
1 might add - I don't think that the cancelation feature \,1111 gAt yeu v~ry r~r 
but it ie;ht in so Ie respects. 

1 "BEl surprL ed at t n tl.ings , viz: {l) th 4 rs: " .. SO 1 j t so 
cheap lind \ 2) that enry bourllt it . In tbe e'Jent you c en satis!': yourself th t 
it is genuine , then Icnry has Ii VOl'Y great b rptin . If otherwise then he '" id 
600 fer an i tan hose only va lue is the publicity 1 t received in st yep rs . 

Fu;-t er -'flS a lest resort end finel - bofore any decision, I 
suggest that the 3temp be sent to my frip.nd CheAvin in Loooon for e thoreugh X- ray 
photocraphlc examin3tien . In my oplniCll he 1.S the greatest author ity in the 
T.or1d en such ·ork . If 1".e cave hi s okay then you co 11d y'r1 te an article - • The 
stamp that fooled the experts. I 

So far , I h·ave not hoo eny prints J'/lElde from philatelic Slides, and I 
doubt if I wi 11 do so unless I could obtain perl'liosien from ashington . I doo't 
believe that true color values could be treru~ferred to prin ts Lut prlnts m1 ht be 
eicay for covers. O\.eV6I', at preeent I don't want any interference fran 'Bsbington 
ee 1/.111 .cot invite same . They couldn't pessibly object te sl1d;S because it weuld 
be dar.m Billy to 1mcgine they could violate a~' sectt ns of the 1l1ustratjon 18V/ . 
I do wish th~ t t e could obtain a ruiing on PM n ts . 

11dred And I v,ere dltluusslng those headaches of your~ and I don't like 
than . I believe th t you should e1 do n a b1 t. They could prove da n "riOtlS . 
You should et out .of all thot cold weather and locate in a ore sQlthern city . 
Cleveland has al ays been a good st rnp cIty nd 7ith e live deAler there like you , 
r m sure you oouln do ch better than in Inneapol1s and have better health. 
Yeu should /Ilak such 8 change hile you are still yeung . The roots grew deeper 
every year. 

ur best regal ds - Cordially yo rs , 
t' 



A.P.S. 
CCN. Y. 

S.P.A. 

i 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
----stamru 1m e~ ----

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

March 15, 1954 

Dear stan: 

This will surprise you as much as it did me when 
the event occured but I have sold the Knapp Shift. 

Henry Hill looked at it when I first brought it 
b~c~ and apparantly had only curiosity interest in 
it. Saturday, right out of a clear sky, he asked me 
what I would take for it. I tOld'him that Siegel and 
I paid $400 for it and I would take $600 if he was sure 
he wanted it. He peeled off the cash and bought it and 
that was that. Now of course I made no representations 
about it other than I thought that it was NOT a norma~ 
shi~t but was an interesting item that might be worth 
quite a bit to anyone because of its past history. ~ He 
is well pleased with it--whatever it may be~ 

I would very much like a slide of this (we looked 
at some today you shot for Stan) and I also would like 
a color photo which I can have made if you cannot. Of 
course Henry would like the same deal and told me to 
ask you to make this for him and put it with his other 
slides you are making for hlbm. I went wi th him~ today 
and we picked out a wonderful projection machine so he 
is now all set. I doubt if Siegel has a machine so he 
no doubt would like to have a photo which either you or 
I can have made from the trans~arancy. Be sure to bill 
me for this. 

Just flew in last night from Omaha where I picked 
up a 25 volume collection of U.S. Fair lct--will try 
to sell it tonight. Have a ~serable headache right now 
so will knock off and try to get this in the mail. 

Sincere regards, 

R. D. P. 
A.S.D.A. 
M.CC 



T. Ezra D. Cole, 
nyack, N.Y. 

Dear E7re: 

1arch 28, 1954. 

Your t 0 letters ot the 24th and ?5th received • 

.L note you ore le ving for i~tlantB - ond r.;ay get over to Bir inghom. 
Gore wrote me he uld be in Nev York until the end of the onth. I belie 1Te the 
Krug are due in le\ York on th 5th. 

I,sure 'e sur ria d to learn th t L hno 
ox. Do s this r.Jean his U. nd Confeds? l}rot was 

rrut of ata p entirely? Gosh 10 sotne eopie cau pot. 
ntt the.; ere as cold 8S a fi h, vi z., our architect 

... henlield, . c 3r1de and 111 ny others that e have seen 
etc., etc. 1'11 bet OL did not obtain any f"re t Lor 
Wi 11 ot los e any r.10ney • 

s Id 1 is coll tion to 10hn 
the bi ~ idea? I he gettiIl! 
so tot and then Gool oft 
i'rion 11 balti ore, oody , 
come and eo - .rooks, 11chey, 
ain but hav no i'ear, 10hn 

.t. ilad 0 l~tter fmo ifield and J. 1'eel con1'1 Gent t t he 'Will 00 all he 
can. LoJtk in 1936 I had ite a lot of correspondence J th Norcross and he l.oaned 
me anything 1 wan'ted to See. All of udd n he ceased to anSl'J ... r my letters. .'0 

trouble of any 'ind. 

Norcross G t 0 5¢ 184'1 Oronge - the used tel' COP}' - ond th e unused 
Gi son copy. J. never sow the htter but it 1s soia to be exceptionally fine. He 
pa id '11''150.00 for it Gn 42,.00 for tho 51ater. I uld like to borro both. Edso. 
v111 e 1n ork the tter part of tl is 'Ie' end run to .. rite t 1m th9re. 

O~ay ... Z on future orrdngements. The r;r()le tUng 1n 0 nutshell is this -
I cannot afford to antagonizo payillS": customers by noking any ceptions in he 
matter of fee... 50 \16 v'111 nake a mutunl a re ent - .1 en I req\~lro en opinion 
from you, I \ 1'1.1 pey you 0 ree . \ ith r.y Service J. do not furnish any free examina­
tion ot: stB! ps or covers. 

lior your confidential 1nfonnation olesworth f.,ent me t 24¢ '67 cover 
and I bave eb oy coorged h1m fees - thoBe 1n eccordOIjce it h the va lue of the cover. 
In thi case,.1. ill save him $270.00 and ho can say it 18 not worth five bucks. 
Bes1des I l' rnished lJim with a photo print by ultra-violet h:ich ap aks for itself. 
I had forgotten th t thl cover v;a3 in the Bnmn sal,S and .L hove a r.1 0 in my cata-

lOgue that it was bad. ard bought it and is robably the present omer. e sent 
it to oody in 1940 500.00. 'oody sent it to me - then 1n 1942 .ard sent 1 t to me. 
He might have found some sucker buyer but ubt it • 

... z. I can 6 cisure you that I 
pr ,"'ent s I barre ad it to 

ssked my: advice betore he bo 
I r.l_roly nt onod it 

orract on the !J¢ Orane e. I have the 
color. P t·nam paid YOL' 1.50.00 

#W'L ... ··' ..... m you. It in ell ater over the 
ou ,t that it ae ardly tai r. 

ain re - the "KnaBP 'hift . " ,hat 1 it could be definitely e tabli.,hed 
that the ink of the stamp was the aame as th t ot ihe "shift," t en .... suppose it 
could not be a "paint job.' Back in 193, I spent a hole day with Dolph annell at 



, 

2. r. Ezra D. Cole - arch 28, 1954. 

the Cincinnati School of' Pharmacy. The college as Quipped 11th ell sorts of 
oicro cope equipment. Dolph as the heed of th college. e called 1n several 
of the professors and explained hat 'We v nated to kn ' re the 1 ines of the 
"shift" of the S8me ink 3 the st p itself. Tho final ans er wes a positive 
~. l!lUZt contof.s tlL~t I s at tha t ti very r:mch imprco3ed. I put the same 
cuostlon up to tho offiCials of the American Bank l"ote Comj:Elny thr8 0 vlce-presiden t. 

e h1s nana Trcod\7ell? Their findings was the same. I haven't a 500 po.'er mic­
roscope or y ulpnent to d teet the difference bet lean the in.: of tho "'blft Dnd 
th 1 nk of the LtaI!lp-, but t j~uld you think i1' you examined the stamp under a 
500 po or and 813 convine d the 1nk oS the so:"!? I bed no part in the ~ale of the 
5t .p to tho preoent ovner. As I a'ote you, J. d 't think he r;1vec a tinker's damn 
h th"'!r it is a e uin r1 ty or a int job. He avid n ~. boueht it because 1 t 

is th Knapp 1 til and "uniqu." I un er tond h lnt 6 to have scientific teats 
rna r gurdinr; the inks of' tl.e 81.1 ft and t et of the st amp. Ii' lE asks e .hut I 
tr.1nk, I ill tel:' irl. t e set' f t tela v' r:: eu r ople 1Il pa at aN} - viz -

p 13 ore it lin. ~ d1 ~teve ro n. S eet 6 ia,it os D pain tinge 
id i ir.tin bJ. n 1 ita ift , "- tev r th t 15. 

y fEl ke. a gimu1 ho m I to differ 
c n tell yo. ttis - I" ld be d n lJurprised if I 

iii1'Ong . I disagroe ith ou on one pint. You mentioned you 
could. point out so. othing to me that wOlld rove it 1s a fake. 0 yo think that in 
all the y rs I h 11 dth tiis stemp thbt you c{l'ld point ut en: thin had 
n ver noticed? If so, I rrust be dum as tre ery devil . 

to order 
em 

nytl1n 
.nelo ine: a letter from ~insllle1ster 'tich please r turn. 
I dll b lod to tt d to it. 

I.eCArdo. 

Yours etc •• 

If you wish 



A.P.S. 
c.c. N. Y. 

S.P.A 

L. G. BROOKMAN 
----$iamp4 h e~ ----

121 LOEB ARCADE 
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

April 14, 1954 

Dear Stan: 

R.D.P. 
AS. D.A 
M.C.C. 

I've been simply sW&mped with work and haven't answered 
your previous letter that inquired about colors on the 5¢ '47. 
I have never seen the true orange--have seen a good example 
of the red orange. 

If Perry thinks the "Knapp Bhift" just has to be bad 
I think he has lost his marbles. Of course any damned fool 
knows it isn't and couldn't be a normal shift as the term 
"normal shift" is generally understood. In other words t~e shift 
isn't showing on the Knapu Shift stamp for the same reason that 
it shows on the stamps from Rl, 2, 31 and 41. The shift on the 
Knapp, in my opinion, is there because of a certain reason and 
I most definitely do not believe it is a fake. Had i thought 
so I would not have bought it and had I thought so after I bought 
it I would not have sold it to Henry. I do not think it is a 
"Zareski" in any sense of the word. If you think that it is a 
fake I certainly want to immediately give Henry a chance to return 
it to me for his $600. ~ 

The clipping from Cole's letter seems to indicate that/you 
don't have engugh knowledge to know that a stamp can't plate 
both with and without a shift under nGrmal circumstances 1 ~~ 
~ad about your lack of perception, stan! I suppose this~as 
the very first thought that crossed your mind when you first 
saw the stamp years ago. If the stamp is a fake I suppose you 
can prove it easily enough but if it isn't then that is an 
~entirely different matter and a much more difficult thing to prove. 
It could have occured, genuinely, in at least t~o different ways 
and perhaps three, but to PROVE t his is a diff icult (to say the ~Bast) 
task. 

By the awy, did ~erry ever corne up with an explanation for 
t he"missing link" on the 10¢ green. Of course this one isn't 
a "Kaapp"--or rather, perhaps it is a reverse Knapp . Damn it 
all, you and need to have a few hours together again. 

Sincere regards, 



r. L. G. B1'O oman , 
121 loeb rcade, 

Minneapolis. 11inn. 

Dear Les: 

~8Y 12, 1954. 

I Mid your letter of the 14th aside to answer leter, then I nev. r 
got around to it. I refer to the one in which rou discussed t he "Knapp Sh1tt." 

No doubt you have read the artIcles by Dr. Pollack end C. 1. Bridgman 
on -ray photograph1' as appl1ed to philately. Bridgman is an official of the 
Eastman Kodak Co. at Rochester, and a cood friond of Har~ Lindquist. Harry put 
me in tmch i th him and I - have had culte B bit of cor r espom8nce with him. . -

Inci dentally, their processing laboratoIY held up 8 lot of my stamp 
Ullees and I a pealed to Brideman. I im"6ine they sent some down to .ashington 
and 1nquired if this fellow Ashbrook ms violating the illustration lew. lell. ell 
~ slides ere no. coming thru okay without allY delay so I doubt if I will be put in 
jal1. 

• 
In my correspondence with Bridgman, I inquired aboutthe Y..napp - 1'A:)uld 

it be possible to deterru.ne by the X-ray if the ink of th e .:ihift" was the same e s 
the ink of the stamp. There is the key to th~ copy. al\'i8Ys bear that point in 
mind. Every other point ' don tt amr.unt to a dB:ln. Bridgman explained tlEt it wruld 
not be possi ble too btain a defin ite an swer by the X-ray. I wonder? 

I. have m Go a lot of co rrespondence VIi th Cheavin of London v,ho is t m 
~ioneer in X-ray philatelio VtOrk. I persuaded Cheavin to publim his articles in 
Gossip. I have an idea he might not . gree with Bridgman re - the Knapp ntamp. In 
a recent letter trom Cheavin, he ha a some very interet.tIng ram8IY.S aoout tee Sperati 
forgeries. Stated it 8S absnlutely s111y talk that theseslxllld fdol anyone vbo 
knew inks, etc. ell. I have seen oone that vlwld tool a wOOle lot of experts. 

I wUl appreciate some comment on thi letter. 

ith best wi shes -

As ever yours t 

P.S.--Les. I noted that you sort of ~t it up tt) me on the Y..napp shitt. I hove never 
stated the stanp was genuine or tlEt it is a pOint joo. Henry bought it "as is" end 
re{ardles8 of Vi t 1t actuolly is it will ba 'VBlue 1n i taolt 88 ~ Knapp controve rsial 
oopy. 1 don ttwiienry or you to comluie that my silence on hether he ooueht a genuine 
plate veriety or a painting is conclusive in any a1'. I have never heSit ated to state 
this point. "It t he ink of the 'shift' is tho E fIIle a s that of the staup the copy 1s genuine." 
It is not hard to obtain the use of a ,500 X I1croscope. It ill not give a definite ElIlswer 
but you might be able to draw some conclusion. 

S. 



EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
ROCHESTER 4. N.Y. 

GENERAL OFFICES 

3.13 STATE STREET 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

March 18, 1954 

Harry Lindquist has ~itten me concerning your exPerimentation 
with colored slides to record the shades of 19th century stamps. This 
certainly has been one of the great weaknesses in our methods for 
classifying stamps. Harry claims that you have been very successful 
in bringing out true colors of the rarer sha.des of the 1861 issue. 
This is of course of considerable interest to me, being connected with 
the East~an Kodak Comreny. 

It is a very difficult problem to get absolutely accurate 
color rendition over a period of time because, as you know, there are 
many changes that can take place,due to the life of the lamp bulbs being 
used and even the processing . We feel that we can do quite a critical 
job of processing color film, but there is always the likelihood that 
a slight variation may result. This variation may be enough to cause 
an error in the analysis of a stamp. Are you planning on getting up 
sets of slides showing color variations? They might be very useful 
for, let us say, stamp clubs to own so that all the members could 
make use of them. 

I have long felt that photographs of rare items 'Hould be 
useful to the advanced philatelist although I wonder what tJ.r . Baughman 
would say to this suggestion. I have photographed all of the stamps 
used by Dr. Pollack and myself in our x-ray studies on Kodachro~e film, 
and for the most pa.rt, am quite pleased ,,-ith the results , although I 
must admit that viewing conditions can drastically alter the color 
rendition. I would be very interested to hear more about your 
success in photographing stamps. 

Cordially, 

CFBridgman:GH 
cc Hr. Harry Lindquist 



r. C. F. Br1dgman, 
adioal D1Vision. 

at n Kodak Co., 
343 State ~., 

Rooh tar 4, .Y. 

Dear r . ridgman: 

very h for ywr 1nd favor of the 18th, 
of ioh r tully not d. 

e cont ts 

rry wrote you, I } v be in lot of xperir.I.fUltel work 
in r aordiog the rare oolor of • • 19th 0 1ury stoolpo end p roo TOU 

w uld be in1ierested in Ule equipment I ploy. I havo 8 ica and 81 a 
Contux - both 35 - also e Laice ooasl1de - ext sion tubes , eto., eto. 
I have a gr t d 10f tariel Eubl!\ltted to m to ex ine and authentioate. 
As an example. 8 rioue -colleo or will Be mo a 5¢ 1 57 st mp end i u1re, 
10 this the Orang 1 roW' •• heretotore - all I oould do to state ...2.. or to 
send i one of y reteren oopies. This r qu1red the ex Me of reglstr tion 
both e. eto. ith 8 color slide ot f1ne 5cJ 1857 OItinge Brc I can sho 
him hot the color looke 11 e. This applies to th 5¢ 047. r ddt h oren and 
pc!l't1cularly the very ra~ ;cJ '4'/ Oren o. Inasmuch as I know of only tvio oop! 
of the 1'. 5~ '47 0 it 10 evid n~ thet th great jori y of colleotors hav 
never ae n thl Ith a color a11 de I can aho th t til oolor looks 
like. 

T 
Pi n blood, 8S 

11 t d in th c 
not v n kno n. 

exparlman tal 
of the 

ork n.d 
simply bsurd. 
of aSliatenc • 
that have b en 0 

oh no 0 uld you in ulr 
ould it be as inS too uch 

Dep r~men t an d ex lain to h 
only. 

o k 
I 



2. r. C. • Bri n - aroh ?5. 1954. 

By the 8y. I 
d th friend .H.C .Ch 
the use ot -ray in phil 

Tk bas tar exoeeded ny 
count.ry. 

811\ ondering if you 
in of London? or so 
telic research rk nd 
alo the t line that he 

Again L'l flY thsnks for y r kind let.ter. 

Smear lr yours, 

c.c. r. rry 1.1d uist. 
,. I 

ear 

been 

d any correspondence 
he ha s been employing \ 

y opinion th t his 
(lCCO pUshed 1n this 



, 
, 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
A.P.S. 2497 
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thoma~Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Stone gate Lane 
Pittsford, New York 
March 29, 1954 

Thank you for your letter of March 25 concerning your 
photography of U.S. stamps. I have just checked through Kodak 
Park and found that three rolls of film were shipped to you on 
March 24 so that undoubtedly, by this time you will have received 
them. I am glad that you have not had any trouble with Mr. 
Baughman. So far, I have gotten along fine with my photography of 
U.S. stamps in color, in fact I have a letter of approval from him 
on the matter. Kodak Park says that most of the U.S. stamps that 
are sent in on rolls taken by photographers are cancelled so they 
feel that they can be returned to the photographer. Your equipment 
sounds most satisfactory and I should expect that your work would 
be of fine quality. The use of your slides in connection with your 
appraisal of stamps should make it much easier for both you and 
your customers to make comparisons. 

I have corresponded considerably with Mr. Cheavin in 
London and I am fully familiar with his work. I realize that he has 
priority as far as publishing his results with respect to others in 
the field. Unfortunately, he is liJnited with the equipment he uses 
and the material such as films and papers which are available in 
England. As you know, I have been doing a great deal of this work 
with Herbert Pollack, M.D. of Chicago. My results have been published 
in the SPA Journal, Stamps, Radiology, etc. I sincerely feel that 
we have been able to obtain better technical quality through our 
reproductions than Mr. Cheavin, mainly ·because the materials in the 
U.S. I think are superior in some aspects. In fact, he is using 
quite a few of our prints to illustrate his articles and lectures. 
I think that if Cheavin were over here, his results would be technically 
better. He is quite a character and I hope I will be able to meet 
him some time so that we can discuss our mutual interests. 

I have just been working o~ one of the U.S. stamps and 
have several prints left over so I am taking the liberty of enclosing 
this for you. It was made by the electrons emitted from the metal 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook--2 March 29, 1954 

element in the ink by which the stamp was printed. I would be 
glad to send you copies of all our articles in case you are not 
acquainted with them. 

Cordially, 

bjh 
Enc. 



-

Mr. Charles F. Bridgman, 
Stonogate Lane . 

Pittstord, N.Y. 

Dear ~r. Bridgman: 

April 14. 19.54. 

Thanks very much for your kind l~ter of tl:e ?9th which I assure 
you I read and re-read 'I i th much lnt erest • 

1 VIas agreeably surpri sed that you have been in corre soond enee 
w1thUr. Cheevin. Incidentally, he'week1nd eoough to send me coples of all 
his published articles and I was so 1lIlprassed with them that 1 persuaded 
him to run a series in "GOSSIP" whioh no dcu bt you noticed. I Vias aware 
of the tact that Dr. Pollack of Ch1oogo wes d01ng siniler. WOD: but men I 
wrote you I bad no idee that you were associated with him. I humbly apologize 
for the oversIght. 

I 

Regarding your Joint artrcles, I reoall thot sane , were oubliabed 
in STAMPS , one in the "American Philatelist" end also in the "S .P .A.Journal . " 
As I have complet.e tiles 1 will certainly look them up . 

My sincere thanks fur tu, lEtrge photo print . "uch work is a bit 
over my head but 1 intend to read up a bit and obtain e" better understanding. 

Sone yeera back Ir. On-aVin mentimed that he vIas usiDg c Kelly 
Koett Machine and 1 wrote him that 1 was born and reared in Covl~ton . Ky •• 
the home of the K. K. Conpany end that Bob Kelly VIas an intimnte triend ot mine 
many years ago. He was t~ rwnder ot the OOr.lpa~ end evidentalb' sucoumbed 
to X- ray bums sustained in their early experiments . 

1 am wonderil8 it you mve ever bfllrd of the f'amous(?) lO¢ 1847 
stamp kJX)\\D as the K.capp shift? This srows a cmble t:mn8ter which £lome clDim 
is a "paint Job" - some claim it is an error in print, others olaim 1t is a 
genuine plate variety. Baok in 1936 vie Slt:cnltted it to one or the vioe- presidents 
of the American Bank 'Note Co pany . It was oarefUlly examined by eome of their 
experts1n the Engraving DepartllBnt and they furnished .Mr . Knapp with a letter 
stating it was a genuine plvte var1et1. Many years ego - al0116 about 1~34 - I 
think , I studied this oopy for a whole day under a pOl crtul miorosoope, am as I 
recall, I was greatly 1r.lpressed w1th the ink: of tm stamp itselt and the ink of 
the double tranater linea. 1 am \"onderinB if the X-roy could sho up anything 
along thi s 11ne? Recently I lIB de s eme very fine co lor s l1des 0 t the stamp an d in 
the event you 10uld like to see tl!tm I Vl111 be only too glad to forwDrd them. 
I might mention that all my slides oame te ck sate and sound from the l'rocess1ng 
Department. They undoubtedly held them uo because they were tearful I we s 
breaking s • Federal law. 

14y k1nd8st regards - Sinoerely ;yours • 

• 



EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 

GENERAL OFFICES 

343 STATE STREET 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
A.P.S. 2497 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

ROCHESTER 4. N.Y. 

April 21, 1954 

I assume b.Y now that your difficulty in getting your trans­
parencies back from Kodak Park has been satisfactorily resolved. I spoke 
to them about your work and hope that you will not have any further trouble. 
They of course are working under pretty strict orders which deal in 
generalities and sometimes the specific instance has to fall under those 
conditions. 

I have just received a letter from Cheavin. He told of his 
relationship with you and with Sir Nicholas Waterhouse in London. If you 
were the person who induced Cheavin to send his articles to Harry Weiss, 
I feel that you are to be congratulated as they have been a valuable 
contribution to American literature on this subject. 

I have had to drop my x-ray activities for the time being 
because of increased pressure of work in our x-ray laboratory. This of 
course has upset Dr. Pollack as well as myself because we felt that we 
were obtaining most interesting results. Because of this I have had to 
decline any additional work on stamps. Frankly, I feel that the doulie 
transfer on the Knapp shift might Show up even better on a good photomicro­
graph than on an x-ray. We might be able to show a difference in ink, but 
I question if it would be critical enough to be of absolute diagnostic 
value. . 

I did not mean to embarrass you b.Y mentioning that I was 
doing all of the x-ray work for the series of articles with Dr. Pollack. 
I am very humble in admitting that Cheavin knows more about this than I 
ever will. I think I do have an advantage in having a great deal ot equip­
ment at my dsposa1 and am not limited by the fact that he has to pay for 
all of his materials out of his own pocket. I think it is too bad that he 
has not been accepted more widely by the English philatelists as he has put 
many years and much money into his investigations. He feels that his work 
will be appreciated posthumously, which is too bad. 

Sincerely, 

CFBridgman:GH 

Kodak 
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t. , 
r 4, .Y. 

r r. ri n: 

v ry M.uct for:'i our 
I c rtoinly 0 nprecia t our k 1n '160S 

o rk to uhna of th Col r 
1 d to report th~l t 

YOG, ! 
rticloG in OOyyl , 

of It:J l' r _1' ci1'cu 
much bvtt r ad pt 

promptncs..,. 

j~prll ?~, 19.5 

nd 1 tter the 21 t. 
1n cr.tio i > the nntur 
'roc n. in Dopart not and 

lides or eing roturned 

no • 

.:;) 'Ooc£.lu.)e 
fornor ULloa i8 

• m su u t ~t 1 S .1'lou:J- .. lndod p} Hot lifJ .. 8 in 
Britain nd in thi~ count~· do oppreclate the ark thot ... r. 
vhoavin h ~ one. oHever, 1n ttis buoy (lea, lnt re.,ted p opla 
~eldom s1 t down on d '" rita ... et tor of e pprccl 'It ion. 

Just H \\Ord r ~ - ;the 'l"..nepp 1ft" nnd t!Dn I \Jill 
not to e up y more cC your time. Some authorities 'Ire of the 
opinion thut tl is is a ve~' 01 aver bit of i.')rk . lim ovor thut is 
a matter of opinion. I doubt if a photoral.crogropb lould prove 
anything more than c n ue seen by r.I good binocular microscope. 
If the double trOD. for 1 s a ~ tnt job then of course tho block 
inK of the "'.i ar:tp 1s diffe:-ent in coMposi tion 'the n the inK of th e 
pointed lines. I nm not at all fam.ilillr with VI t the X-ray can 
disclose end I wondered if any evidence could be obtoined by 
its use regarding the ink or inks. 

ith kindest regords -

ina rely yours , 

,. 



EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 

GENERAL OFFICES 

343 STATE STREET 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

ROCHESTER 4. N.Y. 

April 26, 1954 

You suddenly cast the die on the Knapp shift by mentioning 
that it was printed in black. I am not a collector of United states stamps 
and did not realize for a moment that that specific stamp was black. Most 
black inks contain carbon for their pigmentation and therefore possess a 
very low atomic weight. Unfortunately such low weights do not absorb x-rays 
as do the heavier metals such as chromium, iron, etc; neither do they emit 
characteristic electrons in sufficient numbers to make an image on the film. 
That is the reason why we can x-ray metallic ink stamps which are heavily 
cancelled and obtain an image without the cancellation showing. Most 
cancellations are made with lamp black or some form of carbon ink, so I 
guess even if we had the stamp, we would be unable to get an image of your 
special stamp. 

Very truly yours, 

CFBridgman :GH 

) 

Kodak 
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lure C. F. .tir1dg)l1an, 
adical Di vi sian, 

}';Rstmen Kodak Co., 
34j State st., 

Rochester 4 , N.Y. 

My dear "r. Bridgman: 

April 29, 1954. 

Thanks v ry I1uch for your kind lnttor of the ~6th. 
You answered a question th twos of much intersnt to no, viz., -
(auld it be poust ble thllt an X-ray exam1J11: t ion of a stanp nleht 
uisclose 'Ihether the black of the stamp employ d to print tho 
stamp ilaS of tho saMe conposition as the ink o~' a double transfer 
thQt hOB boen steted to be 13 point job. In other \'Jords, the 
stamp in qUCb-t:. on shown vory deoided double 1 in08 of tho engrov­
ing, 0 variety known f! S 0 double tron::;fer . tI, If it con be da­
tennincd th(lt the ink of the double tronofor is the Sar.1.0 86th e 
ink that printed the titamp itbolf, then I think it is safe to 
assume thtit the stnm;> i8 onuiDo but if tho 1nl~ 01' tho double 
transfer is not the same, then l.t is doubtleas 30fo to asauoe the 
double 'trunsfer teHture is fraudulent . 

I disliko to boro you .11th t.bin subjoct but if per­
chance you would like to see one of my color slidos of tho ntamp 
I will be only too Blad to loan it to you. 

ld th my kindest rogards -

;;Jincorely yours, 

. \ 



EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 

GENERAL OFFICES 

343 STATE STREET 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

ROCHESTER 4. N.Y. 

April 29, 1954 

Your observations on the double transfer are most interesting. 
However, as I mentioned previously, I would be unable to obtain any image 
whatsoever on a carbon ink stamp whether it be printed in the original 
engraving or painted on afterwards. Inasmuch as you have intimated that 
the stamp was black, we just wouldn't be able to tell anything about the 
ink because as far as I know, almost all blacks are from a carbon base. 
Furthermore, our x-ray equipment is tied up at the moment on manufacturing 
experiments so that it would be quite a fey months before I yould be able to 
do any definitive work. 

Please do not feel that you are boring me on this matter 
because I find it highly interesting and am exceedingly sorry that I am 
unable to give you any satisfactory cooperation. 

Yours very truly, 

EAS'lMAN KODAK COMPANY 

CFBridgman: GH 
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• r • • Bridgnan, 

1eal D1vision, 
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a~t n oda ~ C" PfI ny , 
343 tat St ., 

ache star 4 , . Y. 

Dear r . Ertd' n: 

~ust 11 e to ckn led B 

ot your of the 29th . 

ith . i Bst re r s -

ay 8 , 1954 • 

oe1pt 1 h than ks 

inc ere ly yaJ. ra , 



.. 

Pr. ~dgar B. Je sup, 
1- orchant. 

1475 ov ell St. , 
Oakland . Calif . 

Dear • ar: 

March 24, 1:9.54. 

1's of the ?Ot h receive an ildl'ed and I ;ere 0 801TY to learn 
d 1 s 8sth.'11a had boen 'YIor ... e. ,e \II.re so hopeful tl' t th'J reoent 

treat ents 11 d ue n of m 'h benefit. It, 6 por.,aps ortuI).!; te that she can reside 
in a 0 Cal ifomia c:' to.n no!; 1e i. tl.ls r iserabl Ohio Valley. .l. r~ally 

n't Know lIythin 7 a out a thMa bJt .onder j f a dryer and rm r 11 ate lIOuld 
eose th'~ cOndi tion . You have a lot of fog in San Francisco but does tId", get over 
intn Oe' land? 1 suppose it oes . .tl.nd is the fog bad for ltHr ;lwt do you plan? 
ould a trl p bae to New Or il ns b Bt vis ble? 'Ie11 her thm. ~ Jere so sorry to 

le rn that she hQ no been so ell hd that. e hope thet ith better eath r 
around th e corner tID t ller condi tion Yltll show great improvement . 

I l' turn the Colson let tar ar.d Bull tin. .t; really is r ~ !t:able for his 
a - sn e rurely Dust 'be clo.,e to 80. LooJr.a like he is goinG to survive all the 
t .... .;.-1. .. ors. Colsoh as active at the turn of the century - .54 yeel' 6 back. Whet 
other d l~r of th t age is oetiv, today - lohn ,Alee"IBn is stj 11 ali' e but I euess 
that is about all. St lrn is e ano 100 both 'the Lurglars, Darliels. etc •• etc. 
It Ylill r:ot be long unti ard be W'10Ilg the very few survivors of the old-time 
de l1)rs. Coloon 1 sura unique and much os I d.spif;)8 8I!d lOhthe hi 1 do Rive him 
credit for -his great knowled 'e 0 the stamps of the 'I1or Id end his acquaintance with 
ell the great collectors of the past. J (NI unfortunate that ro idence endowed him 
with such 8 Vile disposition. You inquired, " .. hy does he ite Pte?' I'londer? I 
ouppose the ans 'J ,r is that he ocunte you e s 8 friend and surely he ht18 very very few 
in American philltely. You have been nice to h!.l!l and hAven It quarreled it h him -
bence you Dre e friend . Also he has you in mind en that 90¢ cover ani he hopes to 
convine you s eday that you should own it. It lout live Colson, :t ill :iri to up 
that cover and brand 1 t for hat it is - a mnk f ake. I Yiouln do it nO?1 if I cou Id 
lay l:1y hands on it And photocraph it . . 

He - the nnais. 'I li nks for o1'1'ftI' to loan b It I 1'.a 8 a very fine copy -
but I t ant one for e £Ood fr1end . I will ask Bill nlth t.o try d 100 te a copy for 
me. 1 1 .agine they could be bought cheaper outside the L. j<' . eres . 

Ho -
these three men 
any on? The an 
I a sur it "V.os 

your retereoce to Liohtf'.I!stain, Nfl bury and Harris . The passing of 
86 a severe blC1ll to philAtely and WID ste pad in to take the place ot 

:1 is nobody. Yo l r.nd I had the good fortune to no all bree and 
p'l tlsur. The iral 88 e ,onderful oharaoter . 

:N'o, Pat erst n ver c .l'!l thru with the photographs or the fake covers. 
I dar by? I he d a 1 tter frol!l John ax only yesterday stating he had all. the 
details on thl s zin case em iOuld suppl e ,1 th all the facts. He 8 ears that 
the Oregon chsp is lnnoc t and as 8 vlct1l!l . Does anyone suspeot Levy? 



U2 - r. Edgar B. Jessup - ~8rch 2~, 1~54. 

Re - slides. The last lots I sent Eastrnn are long over due and 
1 am wonderin if they are belnB held up on 8ccoont of the 111ustpation 1e\'ll 
If so, it \lId b absurd. robably s(JTIe pin- headed? x 4 trying to Bssume 
to much authority. It enythinp, develops I will auvise you . 

hen you menticned "Dockn I got the impression you referred to sane 
new collector tn the 8yerea . Strange that I didn't think of Doc P . Eo. I 
h ven tt the slightest idea "hat he meant "'hen he told you that Fox did better 
ith his Materiel than! co lId . Perhaps he iF rl.gh+ beceu~e 11IY present contects 

are more with cover colleoto • .1. em no so oot ll\ placi~ 2ft cover, unless the 
condit ; on is surerb nd of co rae any0ne can sell superb material in these time •• 

Yes jndeed your l¢ '57 - Express \8'1 lOOst tn\lsual en Ii rare. 
Very nice. 

forgot ten that you PUI"ch6sed the rejo! d block of nine fran me, 
but I as a th I re!'lm'ed the it ~s from a niece or c or and rej o1nedthem . 
I baa the Imp~ ' s1" t)li bought theM else ihp.l'e Hnd d th . 1:0 l!1e to rejoin. 

e are m8k1~ , 1 progress on the p tl~ of ne of Plete " and 
before long I wi you th e pla te, posltionn of 

e - the un' ~ue 5¢ 1847 Or.ange - .x-s E1ter - Rx- cker an - Nx-Emersm . 
It ca.. e up in An ... orson sale and I Advie ed lr. NeVlbury to b \y it but 'if1eld otI6-
bid Ernie end p,ot it for eo~ething like 450. 00. ~dsoo 1.1 ~ght it. for Norcroos. 
I have en idea Norcross instructed d80n to lUy it regnr 18S8 of nost. I am ::it 
pr sent tryIng tn berr it so t.h ' I can '"ake color slide. It oul be ,rent to 
he ve &lch a record . ut h t if . t n r.efuses to rocess t rim? I SuppOSe 
you O'Rn the Brown COVf.r n-156 - purchfHJed tor you tty Klein ~ 72 . 50. Is this correct? 
I had no reoord thu t you owned t hiD cover and I 1,Rve :Xi ered h .re it was. 1 ill 
you please send it to me so that r can examine it carafull y by Ridgway end . ke 
a color slide of it? Bro n turn out exceedinely ~ood end I 'lay be ~ble to obtain 
a \XJnderful color reproduction . It would be nice to have color slides of the "Slater" 
and yours side by side. If the color of yours is rood , i . e . , better tmn the usual, 
.1. will \ 1 te it up in y" ervice. Ii 

1 enclose my n~m staMP that I Ufle on ('overs. ~,h8t do you tUnk? e'lid 
you like this on any of yoo.r' covers? I charge a tee to each end ell of 5.00 each . 
InCi dentally this includes Krug , Cole and everyone. lio are tree stuff t') Cole • 
• hen ha asks lilY ppinlon he pays or elne, no op·n10n. He as sorel y abused t .1s in 
t he ~st . No more . 

1 will l!18ke a memo to icen you the Virginia Reed letters. Or better stUl 
.L y nake 8 micro!i 1m oopy for you - it you ish . 

Re - no 't riple rate (1849-18.51). lake 111 ill havfl an a rticle 00 thin in 
ek'oel's at an early date. .atch for it. Anythlnc that boy does is good. Vnry g,od . 

Again 0 are so sorry about lldred. 1:>1008e t:eep us 6dv!.secl. 

Our best to all the f t'lTl.ily and yoo. 

s 
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113 . r . Ed r B • .1essup - arch 1>4 , 1954. 

Later 

I 100 ed up my 
Ero Sal but 

1s 

As evp.r y ure , 

cord on your S¢ '47 Oranee end found that it as not in the 
8 found in his e~tects aft r 1 i~ d latb e d so Id to )rou . ly' 
fect it ~.s at I call the S. J.';. stamp, tl at 18, a 

or ex ple, Bimilet' to th e "S . U. S . 'j¢ lA6l ink," the 
in ctions st.) 3¢ '61 Pink , er.d fUrth r , ns 

the used Inter copy, th oth r, th r1bson 
It is .;aid to be vP-r} fin color - it cost 

.,rou noticed tha t t ha S . U . '). no 1 g or 11~ t 8 n 
r R 0 Allee . " I believ t is E ise because the 
re t r d orance color roth +han orange or orange br n . 

S. B. • 



ette 3-0970 

BRUCE G. DANIELS 
7 WATER STREET 

BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

arch 26, 1954: 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kent ucky 

Dear Stan: 

Enclosed is a oover bearing a pair of 
30, 1857's and I would appreciate it if you would 
give me your opinion as to its genuineness. Per­
haps you are familiar with the oover but if not, 
I purchased it £rom a reoent auction sale. 

I have also enolosed a stamped self­
addressed envelope <$100 suroharge) for the return 
of this cover, and if you would be kind enough to 
bill me for your servioes, I would greatly appreo­
iate it. 

BGD:P 
Enc. 

My regards to you and Mrs. Ashbrook. 

Sinoere1y, 

fJ~~c.c._· -
Bruoe G. Daniels 





r. Bruce C. Daniels, 
7 ster St . - Room 709, 

Boston, ass. 

Dear Bruce: 

arch 29, 19.54 ... 

Herewith the 30¢ 1860 cover aa per yours of 
the 26th. I em P _Bsed to report that the cover 1~ genu­
ine in every J.es~ct n I have signed it as such on the 
back. You will note that this was a anuble rate lover 
1/2 oz.) by I russ1 n Closed a11," which meant that it 
wes sent from lew lork 1n sealed begs thru En€'land en d 
via Ostend, Belgium to" chen" on the Pruss1an border 
mere the b ga wer open d and the llBi 1 distrt bu ted by 
Prussian moil. to destination. Th "li" 1n the Ne York 
postmark: was our credit of 2 x 7¢ to Prussia. This 1s 
quite a desirable it • 

y fee for the opinion is 5.00 

.1 th kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 

• 

'-. 
• 

.. 
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April 2, 1954. 

r. • R. Guilford, 
4,527 - 49th St. 1 ••• 

I shington, D. C. 

De r Mr. Guilford: 

Herewi tb tho cover as per yours of the 26th. Of oouree, thl:J 
cover is unqueotlonabl. g u1n in every Tespect but I ould h rdly oall 
it " "Double Provisional Uae of U. • 3tampn 1n the Confederaoy" l:ut rother 
the use of U. S . stamps in seceded statos which had joined the Confedorocy. 
Up to the 28th of oy 1861 ell po..,t offices in the seoeded stat os v'ere 
still operate by the' a sh1ngton Govemnent end all tl::.a poatel oftic1als 
,ere ployees of the ederal vemment. It t be I'Otl bored toot at 
this period the ederal 0 err.ment rc orded the aeoeded Gtaton aa in revolt 
against the edorol Union end did not rocogr:.1zo them as indepondc.ct stotes 
or states of 0 separnte sovcrncent . On the other hond, the sooeded stotos 
considered th~t under the Constitution they ood u perfect legal rlght to 
wi thdraw from the Un.on. In do ing so , th y fully expocted th t their rlf1,lt 
to do so ould be recognizo und tbllt treaties 10 'ld be Dlgned bet ,een the 
two gO'Jernrnen1os . In the MBsntim I they permitted opel'ot!on of the poatal 
sy tem c;hruout the out h by the oohineton.u art. ont. 

In my opinion OIly real in thi o cOver io the Virginiu dot e ot 
BY 7, 1861, because on th t nte Virginia beoome a Confederate State in hor 

opini<n but not in th op1ni n of tho Gov rn.ent of the U .~. 

,Your ides of value uld bo j~t eo [ood as mine ~d for that 
reason I a1,ays deol1n to cxpreoB on 0 inion on vol uoa. 

'lhar::k very much l' r your chock. 

Sincerely y ur , 
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szlve steT col ty 
INCORPORATED 

505F1FTH AVENUE'NEW YORK 17 

March :31, 1954 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S The enclosed cover 1& veIl pedigreed. You 

may recall, Meroni had it. I have a customer that 

viII buy it, but he wants to be sure it's ok, and I 

suggested sending it to you so that you could let us 

know its history, etc. Please let me know what the 

charges are. In haste, best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

SYL~ COLBY, INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS' COVERS - DEPARTMENTS- REVENUES-ACCESSO RIES' AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC lIT~RATURE'APPRA ISALS' DEPAR1'MENTS-COVERS' UNITED STATES STAMPS 



To ylv8ster Colb -

6 York, .Y. 

tb 12¢ 1851 B19 ot oover ) 
I 

} • • •• 5.00 . 

- . 
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11vester Oolbl, Ino., 
50; U'th ve ., 

o Yor 17, 1.Y. 

a1' y: 

April ;, 1~54. 

Herewith th 12¢ 1851 Bisect oov r a per yours ot the ,51st • 
. J:hi oover 1 s uine in every epect and I h va aut .entioated 1 t on the 
back (inside). 

I have kno n this cover for many year , in foot , in 19-j7 ( oy 27) 
the coll et10n 0 r. jarren L. ebcook of Detroit ond he 0 nt it 

tor my opin O!l. I m a hoto raph 01' it at that timo and have tho 
I' cord in my 1'11 3. \:nfep~:D·!tc1l" bQV~ Rot boan able tor ina a Quplieat-e 
photo ~Eifit sf the c.se ~~'e at tSkt tina. fter oboock'G eoth his oollec-
tion ~as Bold by Lourenc8 Strrker end thia me Lot 227 in tlEt sale. At 
that tirr'e I find tho t my opin' n m sk d rognro1Dg tHe covar ond I stated 
it ~as unquestion bly g uina. In later 'f< 1'0 1 t " 18CJ cqu1red by Ohorl s • 

ron1 and pen Us collection '" oold by 1000 o~., t .10 1706 Lot ,,1,,14 1n 
the B 1. on ·ov. 13. 19.5. It . G purchased by Rol:ft. ieGol. hapP6lled to 
be present . 

I regal' th1 U 0 fin eXOl'.lple of the 12¢ bisoct and 0 'Vcry oarly 
use. The lett r in 1 1 doted roo~ly, I •• • oy ~5 , 18;". Lha blue tolded 
letter was not pl oed in tho Brooklyn or I YOlk' post officos but ma11ed 
direot with the mail clerk I\~r.d n Hudoon ivor steoI!1boot bwnd ::.or Troy~ N. T. 
It is address d to Kingston':], .die r.101l clerK canOeled tho otrunpo. :to d6~\lt you­
aot ed. the rf'1t:bQr JIg'18h 1mjIpe,u;loo of tb 
~}'I itamp IilS e"r'l as U~· 18,,2 T &ttl't-W'M-t"'l~H:re-~:Ie--!"t~r-.-:I~..L.a.a~iJleJ1; 
~'re 98101&8<1 eo ox1 detj en" aBd \Jhen ill. colO! vms 1 et5tored it cOll3ed tftt"s-
PGug'a 6,~e6reftee. he l~ stanp io from Plat ne Early ond this .oula be proper 
for 8 use in 8Y 1852 as stampn from th1's first plate wore tho only 00.013 ovoUe ble 
at that 'ti • 

To sum up, ev ryth1n about this covor 12 in proper ovder and I h8~ 
long oonsidered 1 t auite a room, muoh more desirable than t 1:8 l2¢ bisects used 
from San Franc1sco in uguot en d C'optanb 0 r lB.5a. One ore point.. At thi. 
period the use ot halVes of a stn:llP d not boen forbidden by tho ost.rm.oter enersl . 

S1~coroly yours. 



sz/vesfer colty' INCORPORATED 

505f1fTH AVENUE-NEW YORK 17 

April 21, 1954 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S Thanks very much for cheCking the 12c Bisect. 
Had to leave in a hurry so just had the check sent off 
to you at once so as not to delay. 

COLBY'S My client would like to have the letter you 
sent to me. However, I feel that since it was in such 
a personal vain, that I would rather have it for my 
files and sent a copy to him. It seems he would like 1D 
have an original. Would it be too much trouble to 
wire another letter covering the s .. e ground. Please 
bill me for any extra charge. 

Cordially yours, 

SYLVESTER COLBY, INC. 

By 
SC:am 

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COVERS -DEPARTMENTS - REVEN UES -ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS - DEPARTr~ENTS-COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS 



April ~8. 19.54. 

To whom it MAY conc",rn 

He a r liM COV r i a l?q. 1851 Bisect uued to r.lngaton . Canada In oy 185? 

I have knmm thl:3 cover for many yaaTa, in faot. in 19~7 ( oy 27) 
it was in the co liection of r. arrcn L. Babcook of Detro.:. t and he Gent it 
to me for MY opinion. 1 mde a photo raph 01' itt thot tino ond hElve the 
roo.ord in my flIes. After Babcook's deeth hls collection wos sold by Lourance 

Stryker and thl s \ s lot 227 in th t s Ie. t that tlr.l I find that my 
opinion ~ as IH>k:ed recording the co\'c!' und I utnted 1 t \'ioa unqueationab1y gen­
uine. In 1 ter years it ~8S acquired. by Ch rlea F. oronl nnd ·.hen his 
collect10n S wold by John Fox, thi. ot..ot 1-1,314 1n tho sole on .t.ov . 13. 
19.5?. It wos purohrsed by .Iobt. 616.,e1. I happened to be preocnt. 

I reeor<i tti s as u fine example of the 1?t biseot ond n very early 
use. 'Ihe lettcr inside 1s doted Brooklyn, H.Y. oy ')5, 18.5? The blue folded 
1 tter \ as not p luced 1 n the Brooklyn or .I m. York po .... 't off! ces but moile d 
direot ith the mail clerk aboard a Hudson River stcamboat bound for Troy, •• Y. 
It is Hdd essed to Kingston, Canada. The nail olerk canceled the stu ps. '"he 
1¢ :3 onp is from Plate One r1y nd thi:. \Iould bo proper for 8 uae in oy 1852 
as tamp' from thi first plnte ~ ero the only ones available at th t t 1me. 

~ 

To sum up, every thine obou t thl, cover is in rroper order and 1 
have long con. idered 1 t q,uite 3 gem, much nore desirable tl on the l?¢ bisects 
used from San Francisoo 1n ugust ond 'eptOO'lbor of 18.53. One noro point. At 
this riod the u::::e of halves of a stonp had not been forbidden by the Postmaster 
General . 

, 
In my opinion this cover 

A ril 28, 1954. 

• 



, 

pril 28, 1954. 

r. ylvester Colby, 
,0.5 11't J1.ve. , 

I .York 7, .Y. 

Dear y: 

Here ith 
ours 01' the 213t~ 

fee. 

hn m mo or requeLtod in 
01' C UTSO tlmre t.~ no ex4-r 

.y kind at r p. rds. 

Cor ia11y yours, 

• 

, 



, 
, 

i f(QN I~""~ -- Y -~ 
1~c{11~1 

~ 
(fJ J~ 

.. 

L . 



sz/vesfer colty' INCORP ORATED 

505f1fTH A VENUE' NEW YORK 17 

May 10, 19t4 

Stanley B. Aahbfook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

OOL~YtS Thanks very much tor the photograph of the 

l2c !lsect. Best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS - COVERS' DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCUSORIES -AUCTIONS ' PHILATELIC LITERATURE'APPRAISALS'DEPARTMENTS ' COVERS - UNITED STArrs STAMPS 



szlvesler colty 
INCORPORATED 

505flfTH A VENUE· NEW YORK 17 

April 30, 1954 

stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

COLBY'S Thanks very much for sending the memorandum on 

the l2c Bisect. Just for your confidential record, the 

cover was purchased by me from Siegel, and nov is in 

the collection of S. M. Arnold. Thanks once more for 

sending the memorandum. Best regards. 

Cordially yours, 

By 
SC:am 

INC. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS- COYERS -DEPARTMENTS - REYENUES -ACCESSORIES-AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITr .TURE-APPRAISALS- DEPARTHENTS -COYERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS 



Len-e cI I ns Ide Dared Brool" I y n N ·Y 2. 5 t_h 
Mc21y 1852... MC)lIed Dlrecl- To MC)II ACJenr 
A~o~ r'd A H LId 5<::) n R I "Ie r Mo II S)-e.~ rn 
B02l1-. On BC)c/-<. I n Reel KIN GSTo N 
U .C . uU ('-J ? 1852. . 6ee S . B. 30 - 5('. 



Inclosed is a cover with U. S. #58 and #67 tied on by an odd 
circle postmark that I do not recall having seen before thougn the 
cover appears to be all right otherwise, 3 Confederate #8 's on 
which I question the cancel, and a pair of Confederate #3 tied 
on cover. I would appreciate your examination of these and signature 
on the backs of the covers if you feel they are O.K. I believe the 
#3 cover was offered in one of the Harmer auctions of some of the 
Souren material and was withdrawn from that sale as being no good, 
tnough at the time having examined the cover I recall wondering as 
to the reason. I shall be especially interested in your comments 
on it. Advise fee and I shall remit promptly as usual. 

With kind regards, 

JE1~l/mm J;? ::esworth 



.. 

f 

~r . Jack -. oles ~orth, 
102 Beuc n )t., 

Ooton 16, n s. 

D nr Juck: 
, 

1 prll .5 , 1954 . 

re ~l th tho !bur it. s as pat' yourz 01' th lot . 

. R gardln 
t. This a t 
team I'll dl 

Li at t "1 
sailed monthly. 
1 B. • .. I 16 _ 
cancels on the stamps . 
cover 1s 'enuin .. and 

lO¢ Ty I and t ll!I 
d tho Ham burg 
Stnamors of this 
r n Lfne toamors 

ork post ark re~ d 0 0110 ~o: "N. YO In -
I do not knov why there aro t i/O types of 
oeet:lS aid . ·evertheloss, in my opinion , the 

gnod it on suo on the Lack . 

opinion , 
rote th 
4¢? The 

o - tho Confo or .. to coy r 'i th toh e pai r at 2 ~ Croen. In roy 
thl.., covcr i G a fCiCe. I 'believo tho Atlanta postmark is a fake . 
Q.ueer "'l' I.' at tlontc . The ".TUN 0100 look qu r . urth r, hy 
e lrculor rat e ~ as 2¢ up to 3 oz . fa I' the first t 0 fenrs. 

- the single 2f1 Red Bro\\Il . here i~ 00 t much to go on here 
1.lut if thl.. as intended to 1mlt~te the Petor~ urg blue. it 1s a ... eke . 

Be - the t.1O 2¢ ned )I'O' n tlod to pioc by 
not lit: to pas on cltarnps on niecos, or cancels on s1 
ere very obviou ly b d. I d(Jl't 11ke the loo"s or thl' 
but I suppos this 1 tam could be €;ood . 

1chmond, Va. I do 
,1 stamps unless t OOy 

lchc.ond poa 

1 tee for th f covor is 3.00 • 

• ith regards -

Sincorely yours , 

• 



." 

~. Ja.k E M(11 S I/Of h ;1 102 Beaco/l Str t (I BOST:) ~ (/6) Mas. 

. j r6-0 
> 



'fo The Postmaster c.; en el'a1 , 
Bahington, D. C. 

Dear Sir : 

1arch 27, 19!i4. 

I wish to call ettent!.on to t e enc lObed. 
Compa ny the m of 53¢ :to forward this to m 
It was mailed from Rochester, N.Y. , 

reh ?4th , hieb ~S last dnesday. 
postmurk . .U'is bears the Te port . ",y . po 
9:}O A . • It to delivered to me e at 
Newport •• at 1:1.5 1) • • this afternoon . 

Such service Is ebsolut~lY disgusting in my opinion. lould you be 
ind a s to explain to me '\1 hy it rou ld reauue from .ednesd y to eturday 

morning to bring thi by, lr ail from ochester. N. Y. to OinclnnEti hio and 
over to e~por1;. y? 1 century 8g0 . a letter wou ld not bA 'a re"'u1red more time . 

r suppose a lot 01' peop Le thought wben they voted out the damn de 1:'10 ets 
1n 19!i? that tilere Vi uld be sorre rnprovement in Gov rnnent sel'vice , but it cer-
t lnl appear!> that e' for 8S the tx> tal servic is concerned ·t 1s 'orse tlEn ver. 

'11 be'" 8 lot of eople heve 0. darn ood i co· hoy they ro Olng to vote thl s 
fallond I) 60 in 19!-6. If 'HJ havo totave lousy pootal sc'rvice wit thepublic 
be dOlnned and take , t they cen get, then as l~ar 8S I am concernad 1 think you 
better turn the Government back to lruDfln ond Lis fe low n1ncopoop • 

ory tru your a , 

at' rr i 1 cost ine 
.by t "'0' 



.. ~o~t effitt J9tpartmtnt 
ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL In replying, please 

refer to: BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION 

.a~tngton 25. ~. (t. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

JCA: A:D:Hl:Su 

April 23, 1954 

The Postmaster General has asked me to reply to your letter 
of March 27. 1954, regarding delay in receipt of an air mail 
special delivery parcel. 

You are entirely correct in protesting this unreasonable 
and unwarranted delay. This parcel should have been delivered 
to you on March 28, and it is regretted that available records 
do not reveal any interruptions in the service which would 
account for the delay. 

Your interest in the service and your thoughtfulness in 
bringing this evident mishandling to the attention of the 
Department are sincerely appreciated. The cover of the delayed 
parcel will be of material assistance in connection with our 
efforts to determine and correct the cause of such failures in 
the service. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assist 
C. Allen 

ostmaster General 


