


JI. .1.3.~. ~o. 19844 

DE: r tan, 

~. ~. ~. ~ 
IJ!.~.!,. ;No. 483 

Jack f . • nlt1itnnrt~ 
Philatelic 8,.oke,. 

102 ~ell'ron 

~o9ton 16. 4JlIlll'S911'rqusetts 

Ju:"'e ~O, 195~. 

".1.3.)\'. lifo. 1%627 

Th"!"k for :"our Tlrornpt r turn of b0 1¢ 18 1 cov~·~. 
I un~errtand MIl riLht. 

I could use the IO¢ Ath0~S Provo ~or 500 ~nd . ould 
tre8 ..... 1Y appr .... i£:.tr:: :rour getting it for me if pes 'ble • 

.,." .. closed is r co -~r T ith f167 a:i.1d fIr 8 used fro:!: C'.:". to 
C"lada, ut not tied. ·To.lId r,r~8.tly £._pr c·"&tr:: ·'our 
examining an~ sig i~N ~.~ ~~c if - u ~p.el th t t.e: 

re 9~"'pArl ured nn thi~ C0-e. Is t'is 15¢ rrte 
ccr~ect? dvise ycur f e w1a I shall r~=it 8.S usu8.1. 

A Gene ··'.llfeku ler hE S PI.. ob-:bly ritten -- u, r fter 
rriving in N.Y.C. he ca led ro~ (n the phL~ nd: 

·r.·8.S abl to I'1" kt=. a satisf[ ct ory' [:'l"r' nre ' e~'lt wit 1 hire 
for its di~pos 1 on < commission basis similar to t. ct 
v'hich :rou hr~c.. in mind. I r m _r tur' .Lly happy to 1: v it, 
ut c;m or""'y for :rO'l hat :"'our )' rker did .ot come -t •• ru 

G. pledged. I might ms.ntion that sbo'ld an::rthi::. of thiC' 
natur come up in the future, I "0'..11 ~ prcci~+-e r ,r i~"" 
from you. It is proba Ie th t coul r ~~-:::.._co -vhat~v r 
c<....:::h is 1: edp,d in r~turl1 for the privil~g .. of selling a 
~art of the lot or sh~rin in t e p of it fr~~ t s~le 
if you '-oul pref r to h, dIe tho di po::::r I c 1 t"'ly 
: ourr elf. The o::€; is a ually Vf:ileblC 011 short ::1oti.cp.. 
G~ ne had is ~ 7,500 r v<.o.nce i- N. Y.C. --i thin o.~1 1 cur from 
t' e time h ~ C' 11~d e. !, Ciuld '1- 2YS _ rpfer (l"t ight 
purch~ e to om>" is'''io·. E11c: du to ..... 1. lonE'" r rofit nn 
lc.c of pres<:'ur L.l sc"lling, :"ut 0 ld ~l:ter p,ith~"" type 
of &rr=.n enent. 



.. 

4 

Or. Jaok~. 101e orth, 
102 JJ aeon St., 

Boston 16, liass. 

Dear .Tack: 

June 22, 19.52 • 

Thanks for youra of the 20th. I have not heard e. word f'rom 
.ulfekuhler since he left here for reI York 0 I didn't know what b came 
of the collection. I was pleased to learn that he had placed it 1n your 
handa and I wish you all success poss1bl in the handling of it. I also 
wish to thank you for your offer of co-operation 1n th futur and I 
lnll b r ... ane 1n mind. 

Herewith is the Athens oover, price ~.500.00, and I am pleased 
that it 1s yours beoause this Gover is c rta1nly a great bargain at the 
price. I hope th&t you hold it and get a bie pr1ce for it. The stamp off 
cover 1tl certainly v.orth a damn 81 ht more than ~O~ of oatalo • 

also here 1tl! 1s your 5¢ Buff cover Ih10h is as good [: gold and 
I have signed it on the bact: and em not cht rging you any f e. 

I h venIt he&rd from my friend Huber in recent we - but 1 thin 
that John ox has h in tow. 

~lth best wishes -

Cord1ally yours, 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
===============WHOLESALE========================================================= 
. . 

I 

r 

r 
.. 

INFANTS WEAR - NOTIONS 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

• 6 4 1 7 L Y N 0 ALE A V E. S o . 
MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N. 

•.• Phone: H I a w a t h a 2 0 3 9 ••• 

June 19,1952 

I recieved yours of the 18th June this AM. 

The samples of your TfSpecial Service" arrived yeeterday 

AM. Your story of my cover was wonderfull and I will use 

it when I mount & write it up. lam enclosing my check to 

cover same. 

Also many thanks for your kind invetation to join 

your service, which I probably will do soon. 

lam also enclosing the 90cent 1861 cover for your 

examination. I only hope and pray that you will find in in 

order and not a fake. A similar cover from the same corrsp­
o 
ondence was auctioned off by Harmer,Rooke on April 24/26 

1951 and was lot #214 in that sale. Lots # 151 & 152 were 

also from the same corrspondence, both covers being a 30¢ 

and a 3¢ 1857. lam enclosing the photo page from the cat. in 

case you donot have a copy handy (Please return). 

Lot #214 was described: "90¢,12¢(defective) and 

3¢ (2,1 damaged & removed to back of cover). Tied by red 

grid on cover to Shanghai.Rare. Tf 

Please advise your examination fee when you return 

the cover. 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
========= WHO L E SAL E ============================== 
. . 
, 

( 

, 

INFANTS WEAR - NOTIONS • 6 4 1 7 L Y N D ALE A V E. S o. 
MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N. 

.. • Phone: H I a w a t h a 2 0 3 9 ••• 

I have a 90¢ l857,off cover, with a black grid & a 

magenta pen cancel. Lester Brookman thought that it 

might be the pen cancel of the Shanghai Station and that 

you might be able to prove it. If it is possible fOD you 

to do so, please advise & I will send it along for your 

examination. 

lam enclosing stamps for the return of the cover. 

Please insure for $200.00 as that was my purcaase price. 



, 
r. Floyd E. isvold, 

G417 Lyndale Ave. So., 
inneapo11s 19, Minn. 

De r 1 r. Risvold: 

.Tune 22, 1952. 

Th nks v ry much for your kind latter of the 19th ith oheok for 
5.00. r 1as pleased th~t the data that I furnished on your cover ~a6 of 

interest. r think that it 1s the story b hind the cover that Makes the 
oover ot special interest. 

Thanks very much tor your kindness in Sending me your 90¢ 1861 
oover and I pleased to report that th1 cover is genuine in every re-
spect and I have igned it as such on the back. Because I de e request 
to see 1 t t there 1s no fee for the eXBMination. I had to re ove it from 
its oovering 60 a to get the dates of the markings on the back, and I did 
not replace it as I aa sure you lant d to see hat I had tated. 

The reason that I as cd t see tt 6 oover was beoau hed a 
reoord of it in y files. H re 1 the tory and I request that you treat 
same BS etr10tly confidential becaue ould not care to caus ny rd 
feelings. This cover came up in a le in London in Oatob r 1950 by B. R. 
Harmer. A friend of mine over the anted to buy it but he de an ex-
amination of it nd waD oonvinoed it W86 8 fake. so he passed it up. L~ter 
I 10 rn d th t it ~~d passed into the hands of a dealer in innea~oli by 
the name of Bilden. Upon further lnveBt1g~ ion I learned that B11d n h 
sold it to locel oolleotor. }hen it w intimated to BUd n thBt the 
aovermight not be good and that he should submit it to the Phil t 1io ounda­
tion or to ~shbrnok he was quite 1nd1 ant. Please denlt mention this. I 
wrote Brookman and ~ave hi the facts in the c ae and ask d him if he could 
rind out who bou ht the cover and to advise him to subm1 t it to 'e. You see 
at that time I wae of the opinion that my Brit1sh friend as ri ht and that 
the cover wss bad. It 1s my recoll otion that Brookman never mad any reply 
to my request so I forgo all a bout the cover unt il your letter oam • stating 
you had 8 90¢ 1861 cover showing a rate of 1.08. What I suspected was that 
the rate h d originally been 4S¢ a d that some faker had removed a 30¢ 1861 
end subst1tuted 90¢. 

Thanks for the pages from the Harmer Rooke oatalogue. I h va a 
copy and note the description ot Lot 214 states th t there "as nother 3¢ 
stamp on the bac. The markings on cover ff214 are the s~e 6 on yours. Both 
covers ant by I er Pkt ll to ""ngland, but haC! either one gone by Cun"1rd 
Dri Ush Idall liner that "66" would have been "98." I have a friend who purchased 
Lots 208-209 and 210 in this sele, but I have no reoord, as to who bought 214. 
lie also bought Lot 1,1. 



ff2. r. Flo~ ~. Rlsvold - lune 22. 1952. 

Incidentally mail going "'Via orseiliee" as despatched from 
London t ice a month. on the loth end 26th. so th1s latt~r laid over 1n 
london from 4th to the loth (july 1862). 

legerd1 your 90¢ 1860 off oover copy. It 1s extr ely diffioult 
, to deter.mine th enu1nenes of canoelatlons on off cover oopies of this 

stamp and hen I am not reasonably sure I refuse to express an opinion. 
, However, ~end e your copy if you so desire and I will see if loan arrive 

at any oonclusion. 

Ulth kindest regards -

Sinoer ly yours, 

• 



. 
~-

Dr. O. Baohar , 
a tminster Stamp 00 . Ltd. , 
Regency House . 

Leadon , . 1, England. 

Deer Doctor : 

.Tune 22, 1952 . 

all, hero is one for the book. Under date of Nov . 8, 1950 , 
you rote m bout 90¢ 1861 oover that had been sold 1n a H. R. Hanner 
sale 1n Lon on on the previouG 0 t . 3 nel 4 - This a Clover sh in a 
rate of 1.08 to hangha1 . It vt ntally got lnto the hand of Bild n 
of inne polis who wrote you t t he hod sold it to one of tho biggest 
oov r 001 eotor in l'iu" nel that it waS 8 nuine d that he kne a 
uoh bout oov rs s shbr ok (Inoidentally I ould lika to b t him 100 

to one th this million 11es rcng on that at t . nt). Yest rday 
that oov r Clame in to lile for opinion fro the inn apol1 0011 ctor ho 
purchas d it fro your friend B11d n. I h d fo~ ott n all bout your 
lett r unt11 ran aoro s a ref' rono to it in fil on 90¢ 1861 oov r • 

11, to m ke Q long story short . 11 cover 1 tI ,g od gold nd ju 
by chanoe r. Bi1den was right in tb1s cas but it 1 an ab olute oinoh 
that he oould not explain the r t uoh less the mwrklng on th oover. 
This use 8 1862 ande the r te to Shanghai flV1a Varseil1es' 't that tlme 

I .. to 1 oz. to .... 07. 

57¢ 1 . 08 

Thi 1 tter d a crossed out "72' an error) and the credit 
It ent by e~ . lkt - h nee th U. S. hare was only 42¢ (2 
British or dit of66 as Be follow -

British l X 24 - 48 
ranoh 2 9 - 18 

-:66 

10,, 01' ooure • Dilden ouldn't kILo, £Inyt1l1ng about d 
because he ouldntt kno nything bout a rate 01' OV r o~ . 
~ oz . It h had no kn 1 dg of by 1 . 08 as c~reed. th J 0 cour e, 
he '\'lOUld not be ble to e 1 in th t 66" cr dit . He judg d the c r w 

ood be au it 1 okod od but • ~reskl aim to k t thnt y . 
bbrook dontt glv n opinion on "looke , tt so 'Y r. Bl1den t s stet -

ment as bit of n exag ar tion . 

it be t Wishes -

Oordially yours. 







'r. '. R. Gu111'ord, 
2515 - 13th St. • •• 

• cshin ton 9, D.O. 

Dear !r. Guilford: 

June 23. 19.52. 

Here ith the cover as per yours of the 21st. 

I believe you '111 find tl.e tollowing analysis of tbis it m s 
followa, the idenoe beiD as rollo 

the impr 6sion ot til lJ.>.I.k~. Oonsulate at outh mpton 
black 48" wbich is a \.ell kno\ n r tin~ t ~ P 

tb New York Post Otfice and as used for 
from Or t r1ta1n {2 x 24¢}. 

( ) Ther 1s no eVidence that the letter as deposi ed in e riti all Post 
Oftice. tbe tore, it i' n~ conclusion th t tbl letter origtn ted at 

outh pton, ' "land. an a memoEJr of the U. u. Oonsulate th re, having 
U. • Sv s applied the two ~¢, h g va th letter to some p rBon rav iog 
to the U.~. ith the tnt ntton of h ving him mail it upon arrival at 
York, thus savi the sum of ~ in posta e. Eo,ever, it was contrary to 
U. • La to transport B letter in t 1s mt nner - 11 utside ot the mai 1" as 
011 1 carr1ed into port as re 'ir d to be turned v r to un ent of 
tho . O.D., b ore the vea 1 laB allo led to flbreok bulk. tI I up ose th 
por on carry the let er 8S asked 1. he oarried any mail. ns r 1n the 
atf1 tive and turn th letter over to th Agent - he eup~n it as r ted 

s entIrely unpaid wi th 48¢ due . he e York postmark is the 8M that auld 
have been applied had th letter been deposited in a British .0. 8S an un-
aid 1 tter. s p rt P ym nts re not permitt d, the two 3¢ ta ps r oanoeled 

by the e York OffIce nd ure fort it-d. Lhe New York postm rk rd. t t 
ho 1 that the letter a tran6r.l1tted across the tlantic t the ex en e ot 

tbe U.S. P.O.D. Ino1dentally that is :hot fl) Plct" actually mean rather than 
that the carriage was by ah1~ of U. ~. register. 

Thanl'.: v ry muoh for your c m liI en't ry l'i;lr18l'kS. I think that li e 
11 a preoiste a lap on the bock one 1n a hile and, of course, I am no exe ption. 

It is indeed nie to kno ~bot modest efforts are appreCiated. 

Sinoorely yours, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

153 Westville Ave., 
Caldwell, N. J. , 
June 24, 1952. 

I appreciated your kind letter of June 13th and 
thank you very much for the Depreciated Currency cover. 

Reverting again to the Express Mail cover from Greensburg, 
Ky., I believe that I did not make clear that the reference to the 
postmark "GREENSBURGli"was intended to indicate,by underlining the 
H,that this was the spelling on the circular postmark. 

I am enclosing the cover, referred to in previous letters, 
which may be a prepaid ship fee cover. I note that the cancel on 
the 2 cent stamp differs from that on the 6 cent stamp and that the 
handstamp of L.F. Berje is dated Oct. 31, the same date as the New 
Orleans postmark. This cover may be a fake but as I obtained it 
some years ago, as an ordinary cover franked with the 1870-71 stamps, 
for less than a dollar I was not "taken in". It appealed to me as 
an odd rate, the reason for which i did not know. 

Many thanks for the copy of your latest Service Issue. 
I found it very interesting and can see where such a service would 
be invaluable to anyone who is investing in rare and expensive covers. 
In my case, I have picked up covers, over a period of years, which 
I am gradually assembling as examples of first class domestic rates, 
the various domestic postal services, and ship letters to and from 
the United States. I have not attempted to cover thoroughly anyone 
phase of postal history with covers but to show some examples of 
each phase. These covers were obtained when I did not have the time 
to study them and were laid aside in anticipation that they would 
afford a source of pleasure after I retired on pension. That time 
is now here and I am finding more time for such study. 

In reference to the prepaid ship fee covers which you offered 
to send to me for my perusal, I certainly appreciate the offer but, 
under the circumstances, I do not feel that I should permit you to 
send them. I would, however, be interested in knowing their origin, 
port of entry and date. 

Thanking you again for your kind assistance, 

I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

W.C. Peterman 



r. i11iam C. Peternen. 

1.5~ ostville Ave., 

Oaldwell, ,J.J. 

Dear r. PetorMen: 

June 28, 19.52. 

Her lth the Bank Note cover fiB per yours of the 24th. 

In my opi~'on, this cover is not pre eid Ship 1 tter but an lte~ thgt 

someone fixed up. I do not believe th t the ?¢ laB used on thia cover 

nd wheth r or no the 6¢ ·as i not eVidenced though it m1 ht hove been 

as the te 6'1 and this iB a • tio!1a1 rint. 

ost of the prepaid Shin 1 ters that I hsve ere into the 

.Port of re York nd were 1 tters c<lrri d in by rtv te shi frora ports 

up and do n the l.t1antl0 . 

1th kindest regards -

Sincorely yours, 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

153 estville Ave., 
Caldwell, N. J . , 
July 2, 1952. 

Thank you for your kind letter of the 28th. 

I am very glad to have your opinion on the Bank Note cover 
even though it was not favorable to the cover. As I said in a 
previous etter I had picked it up for the Bank Note stamps and 
was intrigued by the odd rate. At the time, I did not suspect 
that it could purport to be a prepaid chip Le t ter as I did not 
know of such use. However, when I read your article in Postal 
History I thought that it might be such in spite of its suspicious 
appearance. 

I am convinced that your opinion is correct and have re­
moved the stamps from the cover so that no one else will be con­
fused by it. 

1'han1{ing you again, I am, 

Sincerel~ --
./ .. Peterman 



.,. 
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Mr. Jeck E. Molesworth, 
102 Beacon St., 

Boston 16, liese. 

eRr Jack: 

Yours of the 26th reoeived. 

c--C 
____ June 20, 19.52. 

Thanks for the olleck for the ii.thens covor. I do hope you make some nice 
money nit. 

Herewith the cov~r to Shanghai and Harold Stark 1s rieht - the rate 
wes 53¢ pe~ ~. ounce Bnd when sent by American Packet our she re of the' rate was only 
21¢ - l.5¢ internal plus 16¢ sea to Lnfland). Thus thEi credit of "32" to Britain. 
I have known tl i6 cover lor dome years back: as you will no-.;e rr.:y memo on 1;he bock: that 
I photographed it on 3/3 - 1944 and again on 12/1 - 1944. I mode qu te en examination 
at the time and cane to the conclusion that though 1 t was underpaid by one cent that 
the New York P.O. let it gu thru as fully pH1d. I cou d not find any eVidence that 
there hed Ueen anoth&r 1¢ or that a damaged 3¢ had been removed and this 2¢ substituted • 
\ rite Stark and inform him that you sent th cover to me and quote from this letter if' 
you care to do eo. Stark 1s a very olose friend and we keep in touch on anything un­
usual in foreign rates. I am sure that he will agree with my analysis. You see. had 
they he~d the letter up because of lit tl ey ~oul have hau to rate it as entirely unpaid 
ond the payment of 52¢ would have been null u d vol. I have endorsed the cover on the 
back os genuln and it s a uesirable cov r becau~e of the feature of a short pay of l¢ 
being perL!! tted to po through. 

'..'htlt pencil 70 and 60.00 looka like roy "riting but I ctln't find any record 
of 1 t. I heve an idea tha t I mounted thi a cover 1'or sane one and th is might have been hie 
cost. The small peno~l me@o looks like the hund\riting of 1m. iost. 

I am .riting Huber that it would be adVisable if he let me see what he pur­
chased in the Close 8ale. Souren (jold all that rnotcriB~ to Close And Y •• .'. had a habit 
of overlooking defects on ~tems he sold. 

Thanks Jack, for suggest in 7 r. Rust for my "Service." I can a sure you that 
I dll not offer any In' toriel to him ond not abufle your kindness in . vlng me his name. 

I am enclosine a very rare blook of the One ent 1857. t hBs a Clease but it 
1s unused, original gura and the comblnotion ai' types make it most ottractive. I can 
allow you 20~ in CBse you can plaoe it. 

~lth best wishes -

Cordially yours, 
Enolosed: 
Irregular block - l¢ 1857 -
371.4 - 461.4 -
three types - ..=~_:::.:.;~~~.==. 



~.~.c!ll.~ 
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:Durk f. flnlrsUtnrtQ 
PhilG!teiic BT'okeT' 

102 ~earon 

3!iosion 16, ~a:9sa:drusett9 

s.. O(k 

"'e t r " .. uc -

r r C' .... r , 
.... r .. c r. "..lr C J 0::. .... s, enr ers 1t r f t e 
te c V c.r.d U-.e f:c.. r it' cnal heto. I' ':'nts 
r rr' . ~d t :r • -::: au r n t ~ '" C r v·.... L.d 

t 0 .r nts ~lo_ J 0 ft~::-·, r '.1. -,-. t' ~t 
ey sbould <"[.L sf~r hill. 

.:s.l!I.". Me. 1%6%7 

I aprr:c' c. te . ~r~r rlUch :Tcur ~ ,."Ji"1 nl 19 t:lC irrcc Inr 
.. 1 r"" of l¢ 1857 ' s, b'lt ut _ r s nt do net he: ve 
., yone ,\;:10 'oul~ g G f( I' this h c..vy it m un::"e~ s ':':n 
v.ry n.. cc .diticn. If::: shoul t in};: of a;. ( le 
,'10 n;.:.g ""0 for it l~t ~r I'll '; t. yc...u. 

T • 'ould be V r:'- intr.· stcd in .-our cc:r nts con-
c.,r J. t'.e matr.rial "\ C!l trubcr icked :'1 t":" 
Cl se sale. 

Irc':'rl ntly, I .~ve, ood cl.! 1t fer ~ ": tr':'l1g rare 
ar..d very fine in t -: 1851-7 iss1.es, 'nt, uSEd, 
multipls, or covprs. :lCh trir..gs rs [' ll"ce 7T"\1.!i' 
on or eff c . r' '01.111 be rig t ". h' s r 1 e.T

• 'Ole r se 
1(. t rDt' ',: e ":'f you . n into 6.::.: r tv-.·.. th t .. C' t c 

f -1+-t:;""'-f'"'t. 

.-. th best "'':'5' es, 

c 
J"'" T/r b 



Mr. Jack c.. oles\'orth. 

102 ... e~con [1t., 

Boston 16, 08S. 

Daar Jock: 

June 28, 19.52. 

lIere are t.o photo prints of 53.,t rates to Shangha1 y 

JWerican PClcket with 32¢ credits. Ho .ever , one is a 1¢ overpay. 

These match ~ ith your covl..r I returned this morning. 

Sincerely yours, 



r. ~re D. Cole, 
Ny ok, N.Y. 

Deer Ezra: 

Juhe 28, 1952. 

I rote erson this orning thet I didn't have anythl~a to do with the 
6ale at that spllu 12¢ '51 (plus H.S. of rour l¢) and that didn't h va the 
81i htest idea ho owned it at present. Then I got to thlnklne about th cov r 
ond someth1ng se d to clio!<: that ybe I d1 d pl ae i't 0 I took valuable tllUe out 
end ade a search of all my records. I ran cross a memo to the e1'.feot that in 
1948 the cover ~J8B owned by H rold Stark so did I sell it to him or did you? .,.y 
memo does not state that I sold 1 t. You knoVl there must be something sorewy about 
tbis cover and my racor-ds seem to indidate that there maybe two auch covers. both 
i<entioal nd both postmarked New York on the 6 .e day - " ug 21u (18!Jl) - but tht 
could be xp1alned by the toot that both we e ~ltt n at P~van • Cuba on dift rent 
dates - p rhap", sevor 1 days apsx·t, but both reaehed Iaw ork by the 'ame ship for 
mailing thore on th same dDte, ViZ., .. Uf.!;. 21." I found a record of such a cov r 
way ok to the 9 1e of the Hunter oollection by the 'cott Co. 0 Jen. 10, 1900. 
Lot 189 - d le price 18.50. r have 0 talogu of that sale but it wes not stated 
hether the split was the lower or u per helf'. In a. sale by or ent-hau on Jan. 10, 

1911 a cov~r '0 old lith an identioal descr1ption as the ran ebury cover but the 
spl1 t 1s describod as the mE! x: :riGht 11 1t WI er 8S the Brsndebury was th 10 vIer rt 
vall' - 00 you see there ere two ,!dentlcal OOVt rt: each wi th 1dentioal postal.mnrldnSB 
\ne1ther one mailed in Cub J. I never kn w tlis b ore. ~ O~ enthau sale wee de-
er1 e as tIe' p1cge1berg oollection.' In a le by the N 0 au Stamp Co. on Apr. 

2, 1914 - this 6 e cover 188 sold in a sale of the n 1 ry collection and 1 t VlBS de-
crib s t'r f.l the If}. Spie8 lb3r~ Colleotion. t 

In thJ ind aale the cover you oaulred years 1 tar was Lo~ 142 and it 
~·ent to randabury at 185.00. No deucl'ipt1on as to uppor 0 lower diasonal half of 
the 12¢. rom the catalogue descriptions I judge that the split on th Spiegelberg" 
COVul'I6S tied very tig,ht 11th the low York postmork:. rhs H1nd pUt 8S not tied 
very ood. No note th 'oars 11 Sal of Oot. 19, 19'37 - Lot 78 - W B surely tbe 
Spiegelberg ~over. It was sold to lard at 400.00 and tIe ep11t s deser bed as the 
'upper ris~t dia onel half.' You bought the randebury cover for 120.00 ( ale by 
~oane - Deo. 1943). r beli va that Hind ou ht this COy r from Colson in 1921, but 
I have no record as to what Hind p id th redhe d, a1iao th Cri on blor. 
ard adVertise hiB cover in ST~ arch 9, 1 0 for sale 600.00 - so he still 

own d 1 t thr e ya rs after the erson';) 1. • yb Stark o;me th 'ard covor'? 

I will try and find out. 

Did YOIl know before thio that ther ware two such covers? 

I sure would like to have Q photo of the raon eover - -Hunter. 

I hope that Phil oan give m eo e infor.mation. 

i th rega rds. 

Cordially yours, 



STANLEY B.ASHBROOK 
A . P . 5 . 2497 

33 N . FT. THOMAS AVE. 

FT. THOMAS. KY 

July 5, 195~. 

~r. ' . ..:l. orgs, 

,0 ... he Philutelic :b'oundation, 

22~ . 35th St., 

1 ew York 16, T.Y. 

e r • in: 

"il:i.. you :ase Jo ill a 'vor? ~ook up the following 

for me - G.G.Library -

ucott '-'tamp uI; Coin Co. Jale 01' the Hunter colleet':'0n 

Lot 190 - ... lease l?ok up the sole '?rice of' this lot nd 

a vise y u11f".~­
) 

Jan • .lV, 1911 - at 15 - Let me 

knm~ tl.e 8tle price . lease. 

Sn....-

y 



E. G GUY PRESIDENT lit GENERAL MaR M A H AGERMA N, SECRETARy-TREASURER 

M B CLAR K ASST T REAS. '" T RAFFIC MGR J G F L ECKENSTEIN. VICE PRES IN CHARGE OF' SALES 

P Hone: 125 

CRY)TA~ 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

CAR son CIT Y. fT11 CHI G A n 
Ionia, Michigan. 
June 28, 1952. 

Dear stan: 

In line with our phone conversation of last night, I am enclosing the lots 
sent me on one day inspection by J & H stolow, 50 west 46th Street, New York, 
19, NY, together with copy of letter I have written Stolow this date telling 
them I am returnirg these lots via Ashbrook and t hat you will put t hem in the 
mail to New York MOnday after going over the lots. 

Stan - in order to save your time in checking these lots "on inspection ll I will 
refer below to only those of the thirteen lots that I am interested in. 

Lot #82 - probably Plate Two but 'might' be Plate Three. MOttled allover. 

Lot #84 - Plate Une Early, "A" Relief, stamp at left has definite plating 
mark as indicated on sketch I have attached to it. You should be 
able to plate it instantly from this mark. Personally I think 
it must be one of following positions: from right pane 15-17; 35-37; 
55-57; 75-77; surely rot bottom row "A" reliefs. Anyway, I reed 
arv ore of the above positions so tell me if you can quickly what 
it is, Stan, and if you can't tell it instantly, I'll bid high enough 
on it to get it anyway. Looks like two of the stamps are III-A ayVhow. 

Lot #89 - might be Plate Three? 

Lot #106 MOst interesting. Is it OK? Vfuat bid suggested? 

IDt #lu13 Nice piece. What Did do you suo gest, Stan? 

Lot #169 

Lot #183 

Lot #269 

Lot #365 

Lot #380 

Lot #483 

This really intrigues me, stan. 
the 12¢. Are other markings OK? 

Small BOston PAID on lovely pair of 
Give me your ideas on what to btd. 

Nice 35¢ rate to SWitzerlani. Anything else unusualIDout this? 

I NEED A TRUE "AUGUST". Is this a REAL August? One you would sign? 

Used by U.S. Consulate froln Shanghai to Yokohama Japan in 1869. 
Grilled Scott's #89. Unusual. Is it OK? What value? 

Never heard of such a 2u¢ rate. Did you? 

Supposed to be the re-issue OG Sco~t's #132. 
Also might be a doctored proof. Comments? 

Looks regummed to me. 

stan, to save time, Tfhy not just make penciled notations on this letter ani send 
it back to me. Yours of June 26th just arrived with the "GYPSEY" cover that I 
asked you to sign on back ani return to me and I would send check. You must have 
forgotten to sign it so am 5eniing it back again. 

I would like to get Ltt #12u in this stolow sale if as described. Can you get 
- over -



a look at this lot and let me know what it ought to bring and if it is superb 
as they describe it. Personally I have no confidence at all in this Stolow 
outfit. Regards ani explain to Mort and ~rris that the heat of this past 
week simply got me down and lIm about pooped out. Mort has promised to stop 
off in l~chigan on his way back East next month and Rene and I will be 
expecting them. If Abrris Fortgang could drop up this way before returning 
to New York, would enjoy having them. If Morris is going to atteni this 
Stolow sale, you might get him to handle II\'f bids for me same as M>rt has 
done for me a rumber of times in the past. On the other hand, you might 
prefer to say mthing about this - I leave this to your good judgment. 

JGF/k 
Enc REG: 



r. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Union St., 

Ionia, Mich. 

Dear Jack: 

Re - the StololV auction lote -

June 30, 19.52. 

Lot 8(' - I didn't have time to try and plflte this but my guess is that it 
comes 1'rom th~ right pane of Plate 2. 

Lot 83 - T~iB has ome peculiar str ight line scratches - If you ere not 
going to bid on this would like to, but don't ley off on my account. 

Lot 84 - I have nothing to BO by so I can't pl.nte it. Stamp to left has Q 

broken top line - I feel sure thie is not from the second row of the right pane. I 
think you should buy it. Maybe 10rt can Ip on the pluting. 

Lot 89 - :£:h18 is Burely Plete ;, so don't let it get away. If you get it, 
send it down and I will ooe it I can plate it. Porhaps I can. 

Lot 106 - h lost unusual cov r - 1 sugg st you go up a 
88 not to miss it. The c1rcular rate to S 'itzer and \.88 4¢ - se 
book - 1852 Hates. This is very pretty - note 1852 color of l¢. 

Lot 108 - rothing less than 62.50 - u marvelous bloc • 

high as 28.00, 
tables in my l¢ 

lot 169 - AS I told you, I never s \' this Paid on a l2¢ - The Boston boys 
will give you strong competItion so go up to 77.50. I doubt if you will eet it at that. 
This was paid only to EnBland and is ood sf-old. 

Lot 183 - Ok y in evory res ct - I au geat you go up to 40.00. The 12¢ 
are Plate 3 end this is 6 fine palr - pairs of thl stamp ar very scarce on cover -
note the grid - ~ cover. You ay be able to steal it. 

Lot 262 - Don't bid n this - It 1s more of a _R~e~=-__ I 
would not sign this ~s 8 No. 60. 

Lot ill - T11a is okay and a nice co 'er - It ~,ent by e U. S. 11 steamship 
from Shanghai to Jap n, thus e U. S. stamp used outoide of th U.S. I suggeut a bId 
of not over $8 .50 - he postmark is not real plain. 

Lot 380 - A us Oct. 1, 1868 - Th rate aa 15¢ per ~ oz. Perhaps this w s 
a double nd another lO¢ is misslng. Don't bid. 

Lot 483 - This may be okay but I don't like it. y advlce - don't buy 
any of th expensive 1875 r -isBues without a c rtificate by a recognized utborlty • 
.I. am not in thut class on these stamps. 

Jack, I am charg1ng you a fee of 10.00 for the above examination, and I will 



't ,,2. Mr. J. G. Fleokenstein - June 30, 19.52. 

sign any that !-'·'ou gat if you wish. 

My apology for failure to slm the enclosed paoket cover. I was terribly 
busy last 'leek and it was an oversight. 

I got the Stolow letter in the mail by 1 P.M. 

The Neinkens and Fortgangs spent ~esterday with us and it was a blIstering 
hot day - warmest this year - up to <f8 out here - 80 1n my stamp room - the p,irls 
were most uncomfortable all day - stIfling humid1ty - The Fortgangs stayed over -
Mort and Anna left at midn1ght for ChioaBo. He plans to return thru Canada and will 
probably stop off ut Detroit. and meet you there. 

He - h3ving Fortgang bid for you at auctions - He told me yesterday that he 
does not attend the N.Y. auctions but has his wife attend and buy for him. Use your 
own judgement, I will not mention it to him. It i8 po::>sible he 1s not going to bId 
at the sale. He is coming ov~r this afternoon and I'll ask him. 

I sent the Stihlow "~pec1al IJel1very .lI 

Rep,srds. 

Yours etc., 





.:r. Stanle~ 

Box 3 

THEODORE GORE 

400 BROWN BUILDING 

'Y"IOHITA, KANSAS 

June ~3, 1952 

shbrook 

Fort Thomas, .:entuc'{y 

.Jenr T'Lr. Ashbrook: 

I am enclo3:n~ a palr o~ stam~s an a 
letter _ro Ezra , v •. ': c .... Os C!Jlf-e lan'1tory. 
I have checked th_ nclosed st a~a:_ st 
some of ~,:~e ~ t ou ere {ond enoueh to 
clas-lfy f r me. actua y, th~lr c~lor oes 
not 00% as -:.;00. as SJ"!le ti. t you classi:J 3-

"ear -b":'r ro'e- ... .:.ks" fur r.1e. 

I am in no .immed ate } u.J:'ry for you to 
COrJ,plete t.!J orl o. he 9tl;! '~am.ps. If it 
ii 1 serva Jour convenience , I would pr~fer 
tl~at .Jou ac celeral mcn+." 1..1 Itional the 
for t .... ': s. 

G/CO 
encs. 

1 (' "'el Jvurs, 

~~~ 
Theodore Gore 



r . Theodore Gore, 

400 Brown Blug., 

ich1ta. Kans. 

Dear r. Gore: 

Here ith the pair of the 3¢ 1861. 

June jO, 1952. 

hile this is not a 

"Pigeon" 1 t is quite a fine I'S.U.S. Pink" - a.nd- in my opinion u1 te 

carOB ita. In fact. I think: B vertic 1 pair of the 3¢ ink is 

rare. I doubt 11' I have UBen one for many years. 

Your 24¢ collection is goin to you today via Express. 

y fa for th ork is 200. 0 and I hope my elaa 1fio -

t10D meets lith your approval. 

Cordially yours, 



MATTHEW E • HAZEL 
W. SCOTT POLLAND

TINE
, M.D. 

HOWARD HA ' M.D. 
MMOND 

ARNOLD A JR., M.D • 
• NUTrING 

AUSTIN > M.D. 
W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT 
SAN RAFA BUILDING 

EL. CALIFO 
TELEPHONE RNIA 6120 



.... 



July 1. 1?.52. 

Dr. \j. Scott Polland. 
Alb .rt Bldg •• 

San Rafael. Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

Please pDrdon the delay in returnlnp. the enolosed cover. I 
was tied up all lest 'eek on an urgent ieee of work and had to let 
everything else slide. 

Regarding the oover - The use was surely 186.5 and of course 
the rate from S.lt'. nt that time was 10¢ to Canada from S.F. - 'llherefore, 
I think this 109 stamp was used. I don't think there 113 anything wron8 
with the part of the S.F. postmark on the Vanoouver stamp. I believe 
that the 109 stamp was originally farth r to the left and the arms of the 
cog motohed the four dots to left. In other words, what I have been trying 
to state Is, that all that is wrong is. that the 10¢ stamp was moved 
farther to the right. One wonders why? 

I note that you had a long trading Bession recently with Edgar. 
au e would enjoy being an innooent and silent bystander at one of those 

sessions. 

110rt Neinken of New York spent Sunday with me and is now on his 
~ay to the Coast. No doubt Edgar will have you meet him. ort 1s quite 
a utudent of the l¢ 1851-57 and the 109 1855-.57. 

\11th best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUILDING 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

TELE"HONE GLENWOOD 4-2451 



( . I 
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ir. D. N. .oInroy. 
16003 - l.5th Ave., S.W., 

Se ttle 66, -ash. 

Dear Mr. oInroy: 

July 1, 19.52. 

'hanks vory much for yours of the 28th with check for 2.5.00, whioh I 
have oredited to your aooount on your 1951-19.52 bscr1ption to my Speciel 
Service. 

Herew1th I am returning the single copy of the 311 1851 and the twc covers. 
Here ore Born reMarks: 

(1) 8ir • 1¢ 1851 on cove' - Stamp ar Type IV. This Is. in my opinion, quite a 
nice cover nd I have an idea it is the oov r meutioned in my One C nt book, Vol. 2, 
psg 16~. tUrd aragr ph from the bott • Such a cover was in the J fterys colleo­
tion. ould you have any objection to telli ., me when am wh re you obtalned this 
cover? It as a i \ Orl ans Looal dellv ry lotter, l¢ for th Loc 1 Pat (referred 
to a Drop) end l¢ to pr~pay City Dellvery Fost Rat of l¢. See de cription on pages 
167,1 8,169.170,171,172 and 173. 'rlhe r d marking 1s a New Orleans portman. 
Th re is no evidenoe that this as actually delivered by the Fenny ~ost. In fact, it 
is quite qu sti'mable that it was, becs l ... e t lere is no such Vidence in the way of 
one of their markings. This oover should go into a speciulized colleot1 n of Carrier 
covers. 1 wonder 11' you \ Quld eell it to e? 1 have made quite a at dy of the 
Carrier system and oollect such material. 

2 (1851. This is indeed a ~ost unuBual item end it auld be pure 'peculation to at­
t pt to account for the portions of adjoining otamps on the thr atd s. The color 
is th 1852 - "Dull R ,e Olaret. 

He -
the color is 
Orleans over a 
into another. 
en o.g. copy) 
Deo. 1854. 

the color of the p 1r of l¢ - This is a bit of a chanr>eling - that is t 
bit wa~l d out and fad d, ro b y due to CliM~tic c nditions t 'ew 
long period. I took the cov r out of tha ight covcdng and put 1 t 
I believe it is a d policy to cover up u cov r, or stamp, (aspecially 

in suoh a lay as to olud air. - think this ~8S e us about 1854 -

2\( 8S7 - J.ype - r Jud thi use VJ86 e1 th~r .... arch 1860 or arch 1861 -
I don't think here is anyth1n unu ul bout this colo thou do think it is u 
bIt oxidized. 

hed an attack of gall bladd r troutle in hpril and as in th hosp1tal 
for tour dey for a oheck-up. I am on strict <11 t nnd hev not h' d any discom­
fort from it since th middle of aye I em hopl1~ I can thi avoid an operation. 

Yes, e have be n havin ~ sam v ry torrid wea,\;h r i 11 humidity - Lsst 
Sunday wa6 lmost unb a ble. high of 97 as reported but out in th un it felt 
like n oven. gre t many the hev bean oaused by the extr e heat • 

.Lh r d spb rry l:Jeu n 18 with us ond it only 10 ts a fc 1 ecke. . e lElve 
[an who r ieee th m and v. take all h can supply. ... a s yin to}J ra. Ashbrook 

the other day that 1 Wished I could express some to rs. clnroy end you but it would 
be useless to try 8S they spoil Boon after being picked unless kept very oold. 

\/1 th very good ish- Sine rely yours. 







June 26, 1952. 

r. J os R. Paul. 

Box 1210, 

Ash nd, Ky. 

De r r. Paul: 

Herewith the ~¢ 1869 COy r hleh I have endor'eu on the back. 

s stated, tlere 16 little eVldeno to rovo tl v this 1s nuin but 

it is, in I1lY opinion. .h. faker would hardly use an unused p ir by 

cuttin off h If a ata P. snd iii certainLY 011 't appear that e ,enulnely 

u::> u p ir a 'ut to put on tit1 u co r. In ad 1 tio , had tili 0 be n made, 

beli ve a fak .. woul have tried to ~ ke it LlorB convinoinCr 

I am only ell re1ne you 3.00 plus r g1stra1i1on or '.H. 
i.)inceraly y ura, 

11 2 



;" , " 

~tr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

c/o Ky. & W. Va. Power Co. 
Box 1210 shland, Ky. 
June 24, 1952 

Inclosed is cover about which I recently 
wrote to you. 

Will you please examine it and let me 
have your opinion. Please bill me for charges. 

~ 
ames R. Paul 



.. 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

c/o Ky. & W. Va. Power Co. 
Box 1210 Ashland, Ky. 
June 21, 1952 

I recently acquired a cover at auction which mayor may not 
be an example of a bisected 2 cent 1869. 

I wondered if you would expertize this cover for me and if 
so what your charge would be. I would be glad to give you any information 
that I have on the cover but I am afraid that it is very little. 

Yours 

4~.s R. Paul 
A. P. S. # 769-28718 



• I . 
• .1 

1une 2.3, 1952. 

Mr. james R. Paul, 

Box 1210, 

Ashland, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Paul: 

Rep ying to yours of the 21st. It frequently happ ns 

that there is insufficient evidenoe as to the genuineness ot a 

covor to rsrrant a definite opinion. In such sse I decline to give 

an opinion , and , of oourse, there is no fee other than the return 

registered postage . If I can find evidence that the cover is genuine 

my tee would be '5. 0, but if it is not, the fee would be '3 • .50. 

Sincerely yours, 



r. Fred A. Spielnan, 
P. O. Box 377, 

Fairfield, Iowa. 

Dear Fred: 

July 1, 19.52. 

Yours of the 30th received. 

hether the 5¢ 1847 cover ould be 'orth as igb a price as 
1.50.00 ould depend entirely on the condition. If it is satisfactory 

I will be glad to buy the cover, otherwise no. I suggest you send it 
over to me becauoe one cannot tell much about the color of a at mp by 
a photostat • . 

Regarding a visit to Iowa in October. At present it ould be 
impossible for me to make any engageMents in adv~nce. I had an attack 
of gall stones this sprine and the d ctors 'anted to operate right away 
but I deoided to see m t a strict diet would accomplish. t present I 
8./!1 okay but I knO\'l whet I ill do if I have a return attack. Becau e 
of this situ tion I am not ing any plans for the s er or fall. 
Your invitation sounds most attractive and I assure yo it auld be a 
pleasure to accept . 

ith kinde3t regards to rs. Spielman snd you, I am 

Cordially yours, 



A. p. S . T . M. P . S . 

FRED A. SPIELMAN 
P . O . BO X 377 

FAIRFIELD. IOWA 
OEA L ER I N U . S . STA M PS 

c. P. S . 





A . p . S . T . M . P . S. c . P. S . 

FRED A. SPIELMAN 



., 

Mr. F. A. Spielman, 

.502 East Burlington St., 

Fairfield, Iowa. 

Dear Fred: 

April 9, 19.52. 

Thanks for a look at the enclosed photo-print. This is an 

extremely nice cover and I sure uish th at you /Quld sell it to me. If 

you can and ~ill, please forward. 

We had some high winds here but no bad damage and though the 

winter has been of lo~ durati on, it could have been worse. Not a 

great deal of snow and ice. 

Was sorry to leam that Mrs. Spielman has not been ,'ell. Per­

haps i th Spring and armer weather just around the corner she will 

smw much improvement. Give her our kindest regards and tell her that 

we trust she is all okay by now. 

Cordially yours, 



F . A. SPIELMAN 
502 EAST BURLINGTON STREET 

FAIRFIELD. IOWA 



Mr. F. A. Spielman, 

502 East Burlington St., 

Fairfield, Iowa. 

Dear Fred: 

July 16, 1952. 

Yours of the 4th received ~th the 5¢ 1847 cover for which 

I am enclosing check herewith for 150.00. ;henever you get anything 

nice (or fine) in 19th Century U. S. covers I will appreciate the 

favor if you submit same to me. I am in clOGe touch with the princi­

pal buyers of such material and the chances are I could use anything 

unusual. 

I was pleased to have such a good report from you on the t¥~ 

gall bladder cases. I am sticking to my diet and I have not had any 

return of the trnub le. The truth is, I am feeling fine at present. 

Good luck to you Fred. and best of wishes to Mrs. Spielman and 

you. 

Cordially yours, 



A . p . S . 

Dt'1, r ,tRl1 .. 

T . M . P . S . 

FRED A . SPIELMAN 
P. O . BO X 3 77 

FAIRFIELD. IOWA 
DEA L ER I N U . S . STA M PS 

?/A/~" .. 

c. P. S. 

I hpve yom' l. + t :r 11 -1 O-r>T'V t. 0 1 ~"'''n 
o' your 'RII <=!t.on t "0111")le, Ftnrl h()Tt" 'on (,pn -rh:tn 
11 "ri t.h (J 1+ f-lli on , .. :;t.1.on, °11~ 1. t h .. c I.' ~ n r on. I"!P~lY 

t n .... , On ··Tint .... ., ""11"'11 "rIA .. ,~. 1}'f ,:>1.1 r -"nip BT'-
hp Ron n t +, ... > J~ t l1p +, t. () - k 11 ,., t (' t'1. ' 
t.h- - t'h +11 r;],1n;('. F'l' t_·)("v pi 
'r HI 1 -'l"" t 1'0i ... J f'n0:r; :~ht. He ~'11'p'e"v.:) It "re 

n It r it o:rf' r II - c:h~ n""v. J' h~ (1 S -,':1 0 l<=l t. rC'ul': i. Ft:."+ er, 
my ~,oth.1' "'A~ tpk ,n c:-e-, .. jo wly D.l rn "re hRd 3 Dre; 
11 ". in c('n~ultf·t.1on , fl1 -'l t hr-v 1n'ro"'}1':r1 P'~ CJ11e oonld 
not :: t ... 11, 'hut !!,11e live'l It; y Rrs aft. IT' t.hat "r:lrcll 
1nrl 0, t s thAt. nAt.1F' n <:' not pJ"'( ys r r~r" I ··rtt.h tll 
me " 1 c f~ 1 r:. n , 

1: '··jll enclo::e til COVej".1 rmi)roval a'" 
rer ur::-;t ,,~ , Port" it i:: f1 "'onct.eJ':fl(1 ~t.r~.ke'" IeJ'}1)~Ul H .rst 

"'fn+t:{l to Plt jt in ht"l ~ll~tion , cl1(l h. said 
l~hiT' '''itl1 R.'1 . e7n~el .. ,"'. I"LO-... ·- (>('\!'i!"0n t11Ptn inE~L.c- .. 
Ai l~r.,.t I n~~ ~ .,.~- on· ~fn~~ . 

:( ~ince-" ly ho-n VO,t-' p j', R CJ rroocl 8!!' nwr:'T 
very "loon , Rnrl t.he t. COl', Oot. :'OU eRn nlfke t.he trtl1 
out. h ., J RS I nm <3ure :'Oll , .. iD .. 1 joy eV~J'Y I"Ltnut.e of 
it. , th, . ,Rthe" ft. tl1pt ... :tJ11, if' d,..li[,lltf'ul the i'roflt 
j s on th, pUI'm1-:::tn Ene: t:l. co n j in t.he- . hock . and 

Oll "r 11 njoy R ne"r ex:!),. -.... iHnot" 1n HO<:::],)i tRl1 ty .. thi~ 
... ill be 0 d1.f':r -,., nt. :f'j'om 1',.P.~· .F'llcl. ") ... ho"'" 
an-l no .A.uguCJt 11 ,"It, 

Tit.h Red Tj.c::hec- • . ine~ 
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STANLEY B. ASJ.lBROOK 
P. o. q"x .?I 

tt don't no r 

lun ? • 195 • 

• 

np cov r rror. t 



00 :n silly tor rd • 

Sino rely yours, 

-. 
. -
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r . • 
22 

r n: 

• • 

STANLEY B. ASI-IBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT TI-IOMAS, KY . 

.run ?8 , 1952 . 

1 y in r plyin to your of th ?,rd. 

don't PP 00 r r . mist • 8 



. -.. 
2. r. - j. e J 1 52. 

o :n 111 for 

inc rftl y \l D 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
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1une 28, 1952. 

r. • S. 0 s, 
22 at 35th St. , 

VI ork 16, N.Y. 

D r in: 

P rdon the del y in r plying to yours or the 23rd. 

11 

Thl 
t t oountry. 

a botoh 

I hope the C 

address. 

ttee don't make anoth r napp co er rror. 

this oov r nd 
I 

- 8 you are 
s" ot u • 

t at any t1 to 
correspond noe 

t 

Iho 

t 

t m1 t ke 8 



.. , - . 
2. • • • 

111.1 for 

1th ro 

-~ ? , 1952. 

• 

in er ly yours, 



• • 

BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE 
{r {r {r PUBLISHERS: JEFFERSON JONES - M. C. JONES {r {r {r 

BOZEMAN, MONTANA 

~~.Stanley B.Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas,Kentucky. 

Dear ~~.Ashbrook: 

June 20,1952. 

I inclose check for $100 in payment 
for your special service reports for another year. While 
I do not have the time now for things philatelic I do 
enjoy reading your comments. 

I inclose a cover that intrigues me. 
The paper of this ~-cent '69 looks different than normal 
copies but maybe it being "imperf" is stirring my 
imagination. I inclose a stamped envelope for its Teturn. 

We have excellent hunting and fishing here 
in the Rockies but damned if I can get a good philatelic 
picture taken. I recall Les Brookman stating years ago 
that you mieht do some work for me on that score. I have 
a few covers that I would like to have photographed and 
I thought if I could buy such service from you I would 
shoot one or two along every now and then. 

Sincerely, 

~~j 



or 

I -
I,. 

J 
r ... 

~r. 1 fferson Jones, 
Box .506, 

BOZ8!!l8n, ontana. 

Dear 'r. Jones: 

June 23, 19.52. 

Thanks very muoh for yours of the 'lOth with check for 100 for the 1952-19.53 
subscription to my Speoial Sorv1ce. 

Regarding tho 3¢ 1869 oover which I am returning herevl1th. It is rather 
diffioult to detem1ne whether e use such as this is genuine or not becauce the boys 

ho rack their bT'dins to :f'ake covers really do turn out Eome v ry clever work and I 
lruagine cover like the nclosed would be very e sy for them to turn out. I have 
noted items \here th y removed a perforoted tamp, cut oft th p r • sBnd papered 
the surfoce he the stamp h d been and then replaced it and na1nted the canoel to 
make a perfect tie. 

However, this cover appears to hove p,one thru th mail as ~e see it t but by 
1869, the number of "stamp coil ectors" ron into the thousands nd a groat many were 
turning out freak items, such as bisects of the ?¢ Black Jack and the ?¢ 1869 and 
leter, of the?¢ ank lote. 

P rsonally I have 11 ttle use for "freuku". Por lnstenc , I do not believe 
that the p.O. ~ept. ev~r iSDued any 3¢ 1869 otenps in imperforate condlt1cn to the 
public. It' they did, then cv n a legitim te sin 10 ouldn't ~ean any more than a 
trimmed single - but a pair flOuld be dIfferent. Therefore, if a person feels inclined 
to collect "i ,perto!' tes" J.. think th y 81 Quld be collected 0 1y peirs.]):) you n t 
agree? 

Ref" -ain. the pap • of th 
to me and so does the grill. 

nclo d copy, it looks 11k the normal variety 

If you Hnt photo aphs of any of your covers I will be nly too 1 d to mek 
them for you. I ohar 2.00 p'Jr co f'r lut if you would want any Cluan ty I could r.lske 
a reduat1f)n. They w uld be on a par li/ith tl!o e which arc supplied i1ith my S rvlce. 
Thes8 are I~de on Panchromatic plates and photorraphed thru colo filters to bring out 
all the markings. Ihere just a record of a lot of covers is deSired make exposures 
on micr01'11ms and furnish enlargo!llen ts of any sl~e desired. Ho"s' r, these do not 
bring out all of the oolored postal ~~rkinBo. 

ith every eood ish-

Cordially yours, 



r. Jack E. t:olesworth, 
102 Deacon St., 

Boston 16, .86S. 

Dear Jeck: 

.july 3, 19.52. 

Yours of the 1st reoeived with r'turn of the l¢ 18.57 -
irregular block rom Plate 4. Thanks. 

Re - the ellclo~ed co'\'er - This is a enver cover and is fron 
the collection of Arthur Black of Cherlotte, N.C. r don't think this 
cover has any s ecial value and I informed him to that effect lAst winter. 
He has on idea the \ .It

'. 6: Co. marking 1s rm the I::ltanp but I don't. I 
think the stamp is ovnr the blue oval. I don't SHe onythinr: unusual about 
this cover - '1'h15 \i.F •. Co. - S.F. murking is very common and its use on 
this COVtlr don't mean anything =: The cover las car:t'1ed to S.F. by 1.J<'. & Co. 
und a m~all oval Paid shows payment of their fee, And pOHtage to the East -
The lett~r was curried to New York by a 'I.F. & Co. messenger and mailed there -
nothing unusual about this. I don't think the cover has any value over and 
above a 101 ~ype II on cover. I couldn't charge you for the above. 

I haven't 1~8rd from HubBr so I have no advice as to what he bou~t 
in the Costales Sale. If I hear I w 11 let you knOYl. 

tiould you use a mint block of the 1011 18.57 - 'l'ype V - 2H x 3V or a 
vert. pair used of the 90¢ 1867 grill? 

Regards. 

Yours etc., 



PHONE 
STATE 2 
0257-8-9 

LEEDY--WFL 
LUDWIG c5. LUDW IG 

8U ESCHER--ELKHART 
MARTIN--OLDS 

SELM E R --LE8LANC--BU FFE T 
PEDLER - LINTON 

LYON SM ONARC H 
PENZEL--MUELLER 

STRI NG IN STR U M ENTS 
ACCESSORIES 

REPAIRING 

I3J\N () I NST~ U M E NT C(). INC. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook, 
Box 31, 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear friend ~w. Ashbrook: 

223 W _ LAKE STREET 

CH ICAGO 6 . ILL_ 
May 31, 1952. 

I have been working down in Georgia, Florida, and North & 
South Carolina for the past 4 years and have become ver~ deep­
ly interested in Confederate postal history to the extent that 
I now have a four volume collection of Confederate covers, 
including such items as a 2¢ Mobile, Baton Rouge 5¢ green & 
carmen' 2 Nashville, Tenn., one the violet brown and the 
other carmen) the Petersburg, Va., several Mobile and Memphis 
postmasters' provisionals as well as a nice collection of 
wall paper Patriotics. -

I am going to try to get this material all lettered up for 
exhibition in the Fall, having already written it up in 
pencil, oreoaratory to lettering it in ink. 

When I was in Columbia, S. C., I talked to Dr. George Coffin 
Taylor and he told me that you had been dOing some research 
work on the Sorghum Creek Prison of Columbia and that he 
thought you had already published the article. I have a 
Prisoner of War covar sent out from Columbia, S. C., to 
Dennysville, Maine, which has a 10¢ tyoe one Confederate 
stamp with a circular due six marking and cancelled Old 
Point Comfort Jan. 18th. In the upper left-hand corner, 
shows the letter as being from liLt. J. p. Sheahan, Prisoner 
of War, Columbia, S. C. I and is one of the few covers that 
came through from the South to the North. 

Do you have your Sorghum Creek Prison article available 
that you could send me a copy of, and also in your research 
did you come across the name of J. p. Sheahan, as being 
among those interned at that place? If you do have it, 
olease forward it along and let me know how much I owe you 
for it. 

If you have a list of some of your personal Confederate 
covers that you might be interested in disDosing of, you 
might send along a list of it too, for consideration. 
Regards. I. 

/Box 140, Fox River vrove , Ill. ~~. ~ 



June 12, 19.52. 

} r. alter G. C'trAlt. 
t Box 140, 

rox R1v I' Grove, Ill. 

DeBr alter: 

After a lonp; 11ence I can assure you thAt I was pleased to 
recelv yours of tho 31st. Also elA to l.arn thAt you <lTe interested 
in Confederates nnd I ill Bend you p items in the near future. 
Please note t e ne osed cArd. Have you COpy? Also do you belong 
to the Con d rat Society - calle t e 'C.S.~.? - the Confedor te State 
Al11 nce? "Gossip' troro time to time carr1es eome fine articlee on 
Confede. Do you ~ bearibe? In F bruary they published a apec1 1 number. 

Dr. Geor a r.. Taylor of Columbia. S.C. is an old and valued 
friend, a v ry fine r,entlft~an. 

I ncv r ~ubliBh n an article n the Richland Prison at Columbia 
or the "Sorghum Ora k Prison" but I did s ek some information from Dr. 
Taylor on t e Richl d. 

I sold cover to R • • ilklnson of Slelby, Ohio and he rote 
n rt1cle bout it tor "&. iPS." 1 cannot tell you offhand in whet Issue 

it eppr-:are- t d.s flddreas is "Box 1(19" in C8se you oerA to ite him. 

I rather . roflg1ne your cov{'r if 1\1 the Richland Prison ratb r 
than the Sor ham Cree. If YOll c re 0 do so I Eueger,t yon send it to me 
and ,crhap6 1 can elve y u snme dota regard1nf . t. 

Confeds ara R wnndertul sp c1alty Rnd there 1s no safer or 
sounder philatelic invAstm6nt. They say one can't eat his cake and still 
have it but t ey C n do th~t vary thine if they collect Con ederatGs in a 
san and serious roann r. 

1th best wishes -

Cordially yours, 







\ 

'" 

r. lalter G. Strait, 
Box 140, 

Fox River Grove, 
Ill. 

Dear .alter: 

July 10, 19.52. 

Thanks ver,r much for your kindness in sendine ne the Columbia, 
S.C. P of v cover which I am returning herevith. I consider this quite 
a scarce and desirabla item and the oondition is all that cou18ebe de­
Sired. I suppose you are aware that the memo on the back is in the hand­
writing of Cerroll Chase and I jud~e it was mde many years eo. I 
think at one time Carroll collected Confederates, but that was indeed 
many years in the dim and distant past. I feel quite certain that the 
off'icer who ,rote th1 s letter was confined at Richland rison (Richland 
Jail) at Columbia, S.C. In all probability the Jan. 18, date was 1864. 
All evidence points to that I think. 

This letter was doubtless sent under separqte cover (with a batch 
of others) to Richmond, and placed in the hands of the Exchange officer 
and later sent by Exohange with the Federals - thence to Old Point Comfort 
where it a~tered the U. S. ~il. On unpaid U. S. mail, double postage was 
charged, hence the "Due 6." This seens unjust to me. Here as a Federal 
officer - a of in a Oonf'ederate prison writing home and his people were 
charged double pOtitage on a letter from him. 

1 find that this cover was Lot ;34 in a sal by Billig ~ Rich on 
Feb. 7, 19.50. 

I believe I sold Wilkinson a cover very similar to thl s and he 
wrote an rticle about it f'or ~'T iPS. That ooveD had the original letter 
dated inside - "Riohland Prison Dec 13 1863" - The Old Point postmark as 
"Jan. 21' but there was no evidenoe of' payment of Oonfed postage - It was also 
U. S. "Due 6.' The r1ter was also an officer. Wilkinson is a fine chap and 
is very gpod on researoh ~k. 

I have been so busy I h8ven't hod a chance to look up some Oonfed 
material for you but will get around to it in time. 

I had some correspondence with Dr. Taylor re - Hiohland Prison but 
he was not able to supply much information. I imcgine he is .ell along in 
years. Oolumbia is a ver.r interesting town. 

Cordially yours, 
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ltark f. ilnlrliUtnrt~ 
Philatelic B,.oke,. 

102 ~eaton 

~o5ton 16, ~&99&.cqU5dt5 

Jul-~ 11, 1 5'-'. 

~-l)l-~- No_ 126%7 

::: 'm enclc sing a ccv""r t"1at :-ou "l"v sig:1 d 
at (n: 'e' fore '.,. ... lic'~ I' --e on consig~TU .nt. I ave 
a client 0 ra.ts it, but suspicions the G the 7 l~ m'y 
hav a ~iI1Y s ir.u t:ld spot c •• the chee of Franklin. 11m 
u'J.deci '~d m self but am tendiYl£ to agrt: e i'th 'lim, thouEh 
I do not 1""e a <'"troT! e ... cu h glas c to :"e sure. C'ince 
you h e <'" en t J.€ cover before 'nd my client <i:i.1tS your 
opinion on this point I'm 8endi .. ~ it ~long. fIso, en­
closed is a ILl18 on cover . Do y u believe it ,~~ ori­
gin Ily u ed on this cov;r? Advi~e your fc. for both 
of these opinions ~ .... 1 I s ~ 11 remit romptly. 

The .F. has stub ed i -1-" 'toe ' 'in . ,'85 
end '14~ . rills that I sold Ptone for Fuber ~V9 be n 
turned do"n c seco.i.d ti-rne in site of c -Trit+en opinion 
b Brookrnr n on oth t::'1t t'1'"Y re & cood a r:old. "ho 
the hell is UP,S opin~ons for them on frills? It mrkes 
me ~ad e~ou h to sue tnen if I could find some l~ ul 
groln'is for such rn action. It is high tirre le had an 
ex ertisin org'niz~tion in th~G cou~try th t i cl~ies 
the I cdin ex erts li e . 0 'r: f a..."lU Broe m 11 l' th "'1' 
thc~ s~conl rate on s or collectors ' .. 0 have ~or~ mo~ey 
th~n br"ins or ex~eri8nce •. 

::: ' m sure Ed Stern.i de ling '--i th Hub'::r, but 
1:e denied thr t - ub T' - or S • i customer --,-hen I s '-; '1im at 
t:1e Co:tal.r;, sale <.n ' advised that .I.e ot bu:- for ... .:..'Jl in 
the ~le since he ~&S ~id i. himself . 



Mr. Jack E. Molesworth, 
102 Beacon St ., 

Easton 16, Mass. 

Dear .Tack: 

July 12, 1952. 

Y,ur Air Registered Special with the two covers did not arrive 
until 2:30 P.M. Saturday afternoon - (today) - too late to return 
Resistered - so I will have to hold it over until onday. 

I sold this cover to Emmerson Krug on commission for Ernie Jacobs 
along ab~ut 193B - I doubt if it was I nt er. The price 8S 1500.00. Krug 
sold the cover to the r'eills of ew Orle ans along about 1947 or 1948 and 
I think he figured he got 17.50.00 for it. lete!" I think it was offered ~ 
$2000.00. This is for your mm information, though if you wish to imp'rt 
it ~o your client as confidential, I have no special objection. 

'jhen I sold the cover to r. Krug I advised him to e!'1ove the 
strip frrym the cov.r because the cover is not very pretty and the stamp to 
left (6Rl.E) has a te r thru 1IN1' of "One.") I stated tr.is would gi va a 
fine off COY r pair of 7RlE - BRIE - 7 or B with such a 'ide sheet at 
top is most unusual and this fact far offsets, in my opin on, the slip-ht 
(very sli ht) "defect" on the cheek on 7RlE. r have an enl rged photopraph 
that I rnd e of the strip years 8f!P and it sho s this defect to be most minor 
and in my opinion of no consequence. Th BRIE is apparently unc nealed but 
if you will examine i~ carefully you will detect signs of. so e faded pen lines. 
I don't think the e were pen lines removed but rather pen lines (quill) that 
have added. I knov the history of this cover, that Jacobs and Brookman 
obtained it from an original !'find" - frQITl a oman in Pittsburgh and I am 
positive neither one would renove any pen lines from a stamp. As I recall, 
Brookman made the find and sold the cover to Jacobs, ho in turn pl9ced it in 
my hands for sale. I will make a ph tograph by ultra-violet to see if any 
pen lines show UP on BRLE. 

~eck, as you re aware, the 7Rl is a scaree stamp nd copies are 
quite h rd to find. I don't think 8 person can go wrong if he buys this cover 
at e right price. het that is I Will leave to your good judgement. 

With regarus -

Sincerely yours, 



. 
• 

Mr. J ack oleswo~th, 
Boston, Mass . 

Dear J ck: 

July 12, 19.52 • 

Herewith the 15¢ 1869 cover - You vill note I have endorsed 
saMe on the buck . The r.lark1ngs how that this W86 origina1j:y a 1.5¢ 
rate by hIll r1can Packet to England, th nce to Jorance . Tho date of 
July 3, 1869 1s correct a en m ricon Packet sailed on that dot 

Saturday - With the U. S. ail. 

J 8ck, there i no l' e an these two covers. ~ appr 01 t the 
favor of th- Rust ubscrlpt10n and tIl is a ~81l Measure of my 

opr oiation. 

I note your remarks re - the P ,p', and liuber . I don't know what 
c n be done nor haVEt I any idea who p 8808 on erille for them, but r 
intend to find out. I don't tl in- it is •• Perry but it mil'ht be. 
Outside of erry en BrookIn n I WOUldn't 1v . aann for 811yon als'6 
opinion. I thin it 1s fool1sh l'or nyoll to put much ney in gr:lls 
bec8ua I think it would not.be difficult to nak imitation punch~s in 
pap r. .88 for n , I "mnt no P' rt . I M content to leave th xp rtizing 
of rills to tl.ose "':Xp rt~ 'iho R.ink they can tell the goo from the bad. 
Sometim s ~ wonder? 

r h ven't ha rd from Hub r r cently so .L don't know ~h"lt h is 
doing . fJ.'her ar som o1rcUJ'llstances 8Ul'l'OUn(l1ng his act1vit1 s which 
are 8 bit BU ~1c1oU8 - in my htunble op1n.4on - Be careful. 

lith re rda -

Cord1a y yours , 

(24- 18) 



• 



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

Dear Stan, 

BirmL"bharn, Alabama. 
Sat. P.U. 7/12/52. 

Since vrri ting you this morning the lots carne from StolO"n or rather 
Colby. I only got a very few, mostly off cover. Blilt I did get the 12¢ 1851 
pair I wanted so badly. In fact if it was not for t!1at one I would have 
passed up the sale. But Sy ,rrote to be very careful about a..."ly lots and to 
return any that looked fishy. I am alriGht on five of the ten, they being 
20th century and the sixth one is the above 12¢ pair. But these four I 
l'[ould a little rather have you pass on whether they are O.K. You may not have 
time to rush them back but just let me !mow whether they are O.K. so I can 

~ pay Stolow. 
Do,)~~ Pevf-J" 7 281- 5¢ BuI'f- (San Fran COG ?) 37.00 No I- ~. F. Cb" 

O() c:. oK ~ 311- 24¢ 1861 Pair. (These are the ones SUTJoosed to be Brm'm-Lilac 
Va.-k.. R e.ct 1-\ \ C'l<;- ~ th ?) 57 "'5""0 1'101- r~".owV\ ~H..,c.- .-;.re ey. • 

321- 30¢ 1861- Is this the French Ship Caneel they claim? - '1e..:5 
56.00 

~ V 441-15¢ 1869 on cover. IsitGod?~ 57.50 1""'0 WI ~ j~,11 187 0 -

/LThen I am returninG as long as it is 
to be reGistered anyway the Chica~o 
for your signe.ture. 

Ifill you drop me a line 

68.25 

if they are O.K. 

Did I go too strong on the 12¢ 1851 pait? 

Sincerely, 

~. 
Register For ~~276. 25 

P. S . How did you like the candidate? 



DeFr Stc'nley: 

114 Edst ~4th St., 
New York 2e, N.Y. 
July 5, 1952. 

I f!l1 enolos ing herewi th the [,I'ti.ole on the l~ 181)7 by Htrry 

Jeffel'Ys whioh Fppe[red in the Collectors t;lub Philptelist, October, 1945. 

This philFtelic "mFsterpiece" which we discussed the other 

d~y, is the only thing, fortunately, thet I hrve ever reed from the pen of 

Mr.Jefferys. His obj ec t in Wl'j t ing- this story w::s to s hOl~ t.hB t he knew 

nothin? Ebout the l~ '57s. FUrthermore, he succeeded ir proving thft he 

couldn't write e grpm~etic[l sentence. He is incoherent, Lmbip.uous end 

u t terl y oonfus ing-, fnd if the I'e[1del' ever en tertc in ed cny thou€,hts &bou t 

collecting this issu~, he w-s discourfred by the time he hrd recched the 

Let us select et random fl sfimple of this 1nester'e." research. 

Quote: "There is a bip-' shift !:1t the bottom of position 1)2 R 9· It hl.ls 

the eppearrnce of ~ dropped relief cnd Quite probDbly WeB. It is under 

the " ,.." v 

fbout? 

of CENT." Unrouote. ~het the hell is this poor fello r'vinp-

Isn't it olesrly evident thet he "hes lost his merblest! FS they 

SfY in the j£rgon of the street? 

Nor is this en isolsted exemple. You will note,Stenley, 

in ppregrpph efter prI'2g1"ph th~t his re!!12rks would be humorous if they 

weI'en 't so pi tiful. It seems thFt Jefferys wpnted to be known Be E 

f,"I'eat pbiletelist rnd spared neither his pen nor your money towerd this 

end. 

His mounted pages must hf've been quite e mess. This is 

indioated by the feet th~t the Frpnklin Institute essi~ned Don Steele to 

remount the oollection so t!H~t it may be suitable for exhibition. 

Is it true, 6.S far as you know, that Jefferys completed 

t.he reconstruction of PI tee I E, L flnd II ? 



-2-

Re Mr. Zereski: Did you r80d he erticle in the 3¢ 5l-~7 

Chronicle, Issue No.14, prge g, on Zereski's book, "Fancy C ncellctions 

On 19th Century U.S. Postp~e Stamps" ? If you didn't St nley, pIe se 

do. ~his is the only adver~e criticism of this book thrt I hFve seen 

in print. Do you suppcee these com~ents will ~ive p~use to the 

publishers of our phil telic periodic~ls who for the p~st year hrve been 

fOisting this book on their uneuspectinr reeders? In my opinion, sellin~ 

a Zereski book is t6ntamount to selling f Zereski st mp. 
• 

1ith kindest reg rds, 

, Sincerely, 



6'{ ~Y'c.S·Hlrch'''''ls - Sea .s.E5. '2.~ - P, "I 
IhlS 15 A ..I><=>rl< elqe,. t::,,"e\ .pc.-

2.o't - ~ R~~N. F \ 2.8' - 15 ~C"c 









C. S. HITCHINS. M. D. 
59 TRUMBULL STREET 

NEW HAVEN 10. OONN. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 3, 1952 

I have two very interesting 5¢ Taylor covers the 
postal markings on l'ilich I am unable to explain. Mr. 
Harry B. Keffer has suggested that I write you to a1Jk 
if you would be kind enough to look at them and give 
me an explanation for the various marks. 

If you would examine them and explain these markings, 
it would be greatly appreciated. I enclose a st amped 
envelope for your reply. 

Sincerely yours~ 



july 8, 1952. 

• Dr. O. S. Hitchins, 

59 ~rumbull St., 

Ne 1 even 10, Oonn. 

De r Doator: 

ReDlyin to your k1nd note of th 3rd, I 11 be p1 sed 

to eXar.lin the t 0 covers f'or you end if I am able I I will g1 ve 

you an xpl na tion of tb oatal rkings. 

In ~uch 6 I have a ere t many requests of this n ture 

1 am c pelled to ch rge a fee, miob in this 0 se ill be 5.00. 

ineel' ly yours, 



STANLEY B.ASHBR.OOK 
A . P . 5 . 2497 

33 N . FT. THOMAS AVE. 

FT. THOMAS KY 

.Tul:' P, 19.52. 

• 
Dr. C. ~. ditchins, 

j .59 .L'runLull ut., 

lIe' ~avon 10, Conn. 

Denr Doctor: 

Re)lyin to your t<"ind note 0. the jrd, I will be p eaced 

to eX8.I:J.ine the two COVt:..rb for you rmd if am 9.b1e, I , ill ei ve 

you an ex lana tion of t~e post a1 !Ttl rl<"ings. 

InaSfluch au I have a gre3t • .' ny reouests 01' this n ture 

• 8Ii1 "o",pelled to charge e ~ee. which in 'his case Will;;" 5.uC. 'i r, . . 

~Ul%~ Ull~ 1952 

( 



HITCHINS. M. D. 
O.S. STREET 
59 TRUMBULL 

NEW.=A. CONN. -cr. YEN 10. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 





July 18, 195? 

Dr. C. S. Hitohins, 
59 Truflbull t., 

o Haven 10, Conn. 

DeHr Doctor:, 

Yours of the 15th received nth check for ,.00, for w . ch kindly 
acoept my tharlko~ 1 0 the two Covers i lch 8m returning herewith. 

Both of th se covers W re from C llao, Peru, the principal seaport 
ot that • unt1"1, ttnd were transmitted to Panama (aty by a Dr1t1ah a11 
ate aI', and there turned ovor to the U. >0 .a11 agency and forwarded fr 
Aspin 'Jull by aU. S. 'a11 ste l' to w York Cltyo ~t that ti, e, th U .Sa 
d1d not b8 ve post 1 trusty wi th Peru nd mail 1~rom a1 thaI' c untry to the 
other could not ba prepaid to d stination. {p ru beoMe a. b r of the 
U.P.U. on Oct. 1, 1878). 

Our r te to Peru in 1876 onc1 1877 was 17¢ and was orrlved . t a 
:Coll0 

To a ••• ~ ••••••••••••• o •••• 5~ - By U.S. 11 steamer 
1 rom l' , by British Packet to the Peruv1an 

frontior 6 pence or u.s ••••• o ••••••••• o.~ 
17¢ 

Pre yment of this rate w s compulsory becau e, 1n the ab ene of a postal 
tr ty tot 1 rate could not be collect d from the addressee. 1 tt r to n 
addres in Peru W 13 turned over to tho Peruvian I' .O .. Do by the BrItish nod in­
ternal po~teee as colleoted from the add ,Seee. 

Ref rrlng to your t~ID covers -

(A) Cov r ith U. S. 5¢ Taylor pl 10 contavos P rue The po.trnnrk on 
the ok of' Callao t of dec 14 75 a8 applied by t r1tlsh Post.al ncy n 
th Peru at p 0 tnten ed to p y th P ruv10n Internal rate end the 5¢ Taylor, 
the U. S. rate "rom Panama , to t~e York. 0 provision 'a de to y tho 
BrItish rate of 6 pence to Panama. Thus find a lorge Brit1 mark1nc of '12ft 
1n bl ok - or 8 d it from the British to (JUl' .0 .. 0. of 1(' '1, Jhich 1s r fleeted 
1n the U .. S" Due of .!.!t from the addressee. If tho whole rat as 1 ']~ and .5¢ 
w a palO by the 5'1 T ylor. one 1 apt to onder 'Illy 14(t uu inntoad of 12¢. 

h er 11es in the r ~t that tnt mationsl aettlemonts h d to b cade 1n Bold 
or ita eqllvalent, ttwt 1s, 010, and you Will doubtless call th t t's'p c1~ 
payrn ts" re not resumed In thi country atter the Civil or until Janu ry 1st. 
l87~, and gold s til at a prami in 1875 and 1876. The ~.O.D. e that 
the l2¢ old bloh as due on this 1 tt r .auld not be pald 1n .. old {or spec! ) 
but in pap r or currency, hence 14 1n th latt r s qulvalent to l2¢ 1n speoie. 
No drlubt if the addressee had tendered 12¢ in gold or silver the rta.nt 
could not have l' t'us d suoh p y. 



2. Dr. -C. • liitchins - July 18, 19.52. 

(B) he s cond co r how the British Tr 
18 1876 nd in t.la oa I S6 that thi 1 tter 
1th th British ip d prob b1y not thru th 
rna in C 11 o . 

• 

SImer 1y yo s . 

( ?4- 21) 

.I • . , 
~ 

nay 

r 

s 
t10n 

rsone1 

roe 
VH,., .. HII . If Y 

t I can 
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1 .. 

Dear Stan: 

Here is a rough ora-wing of t"e ('over in question. I 
wonner if my ouinion on it is correct? 

The air is as heavy as lea" this morninp; anti I ima~ine 
th<tt we will have a storm before night . ~je hdve been having 
a great deal of rain this summer . I think I told you that r 
have bought a new house-- must be in it by September 15th and 
am trying to swing things so I can get in by August 15th . I 
really "-ave a fine lJome novr-- hope you and l£ildred can get u') 
here sOme time to see it . 

StaMO biz as good as can be eXDected for this time of the 
year . 

Bo')e you are feeling better every day. 

Sincere regar~s , 

~ 

/ ) 
~~r 
.j'1 lhtJ x\" J v.J4. 
~-------------------------- -- -----------

J'~(~)7~ 



A.P.S. 
C.C.N.Y. 

S.P.A. 

\ 

t r G. B BOOKMAN 
121 LOEB ARCADE 

MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINN . 

. { 
\ 

\ 
Arthur I. bel on, 
821. to Bl g., 
Syracuse 2, .Y. 

July 18. 19$2 

Your cover is inter sting and loan see two possible 
solutions to the l' te altho gl1 I If nt you to understand t at 
I do not in Of way consider th t I any authority on rates. 

our cover pro bly r pre ts the DOUBLE r te fro 
St . Th a ere it apr ntly ori lnated. It it is a aingle 
weigh COy then it pro bly repre ants a ItReoOnyaled" cover 
which ans t t fter it reaohed He York it was pl~ce on a 
ship not Ord1.nari1rr : rrV:{g ail and sent to its le tin tion. 
I Tary uch douSE thIs s reo'mv yoo oover although I 
euppoa t ilJ woUld be ossible . 

1L . 1 Your cover 1s a dresse to Vinal Haven, ine 10h had 
-d.,.<---f ,-- no P. O. at t e ti a people recei I their U at 
4~~ the n rby town or Carvers OOr, 'aine. 

r-- '~. Actually, consider th t the onll man to wh I uld 
~ih0 turn wit uch a probl i S n sbbrook. I on stly believe 

f;:;;-. he know or about rates t n aU the re t ot u put to ether. 
~( He might have entirely dirfer nt ideas than I about the over 
.('. r in uestion and if he does you should certainly ta ~e his cminion 
~. , without hesitation. 

Do you ta e nAehbrook'. 5 ecial Service"? This cost 100.00 
per year and it is wortl- it y t e8 over to a person 11 e yourself . 

y not write Stan nd g t t ope on it. I actuall.y 0 very little 
1I'it covers but I consider it an inditrpenslble aid. 

YOUI' opinion of the v lue or your cover 18 as good as 
but my est! te i, 15 to 20. 

ine 

J~" ~ j{J ~-c1) <-I 
~~.,- ~ do- /.10;; r ~ B at regards, 

~ 
L.G. Broo 

) 
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UNITED STATES ISSUES 
A. P. S. 13903 

S.P. A 9!JOO 

A. S. D. A. 

Dear. Lp s ~ -

U. S. COVERS 

ARTHUR I. ABELSON 

Stamps for Collectors 

ESTABLISHED 1936 

824 LOEW BLDG. SYRACUSE, 2 , N. Y. 

u 

J~ ::,-"..9E2. 
11 

GENERAL FOREIGN 

Telephone 2-9946 

SO.r- tir.l:[, ':"60, I :mcsi I. P ~ fl'om you c.. 8HI.:..,2.e 
IJJ'icA list of U. S . allt: E . :~ . ~. stamps , ''lith JC'u"" 
lr-.i'tel' :''''0'''"'"I~:''_'"'L orders for t1ecle . 

I 1-,,evp "lelE . .;lzo repl:/inr' , as I ilcU:: not Cj,l.:. .... e sure 
,,;~:et:1er I 2.")'lld use .... y,?:,* I :1['.\11'" , r;':'c,p r1.. H[:;ainC"J~ ~_'1~ 

tl:e .. } 1;;,S I am b--·';tc'ually SE't;t:'I!C 0'.:1-; of the spneral 
sta"'lp busine~""'; p.: concE""lh .... ,.,tirH; on lS:L vE''1tl!,~ 
T: . S . ('0' r..".." ~r' :'aYlcy cancellat: 0'-.,-,. :,y rLsil ~l.l.sine""s 
is entirel:1 ir.. that r'ielc , n~:c. I am kecpiD L o::lv c. 
small, stock 0" c:.. ""Y1et'11.1 U. S. stamp:: :'ot' off:"C8 1:::2; 
~'·"e.c.·J,A.lly liqv L ia t'l_ !lc; t}~ t: bc.lc n.ee . 

For this reaS0TI, I do ~ot ~pli~ve you' list '~u1a 
b~ of va:!.u8 to i,lE', as I do not B.t t:empt to carry a nr:fi.J:'­
oO!.'l"Glete stock 0"" sta!EpS o~ t~e G~nC'r'aJ, iss·l.es. 

- Hovlever, I al)_Jrecj {'te yo lr selldin"" ~~:he sar.::p:!.e, Etnd 
want to clJ!!lplthmcnt you 011 it . It if' E< V(,Y''T "f:i..ne job, 
an..=:! a~;~-0aT'f.' to be ~xcellent for d.p~lQ:"s \':1) can use it. 

Le9, e.s:!: lonr. as I 'Jas wr5 ~i:1. , an f'lfr::!.osi ll~; a 
cover .0 0 1" :'fL!.' .... op1nio '. Why wa: t~.e .dJ.; rate t~s8d? 
I havc fiP"l1"'E'-:' .:..' .... nt t:o 1:)e a 6 tine 30 Y>R +8 -"or a'l 
l8!i o'IT'?rweiG1"J:t rott! , flus th-o- 2:7, :818C'- Jac::': as tr.e 
'2/ Fee i'O't' t:.F' ship';: cft:!taiD. Bti..J~ , C'.L no.L.. s:' '~8 i:' 
this 2¢ Ship Ca~tatnls fe8 ~aG still in liSP at that 
tiLle . Also, tlir,"> 1,H1.y·:;101)8 G.oeo not arjpe!O> yo ~ 0 have 
been le.!'gp ellou~:.1 :01" a :.eavy 18)£ r£'te. 

YVhe.t if' your IJpi:1ion1 Ti:1.anks very muc 1, kl (;11clos­
L1c J~etln'l1 st:amped envelo!=-e. At leas";:, yr'm 1"~ l ".:.p;ree 
1 't if' e.:1 vn" sual (' 0,,81'"' . 

By tX1E"F'" T J :.. -:: you E' -er ~1avc R. gOOl ' '1+ c~ cy)vers 
for l?Plp, woul? ~~.)9""eciate cletailR. Am i·1.tE'~('e8tE'd in 
buying - l:;t 1",-'2ces~p."'" ly '(>a-( ~ ~ies . I waT1+,£': nly cove''''s 
to retail -<'-r. 1 ~l* ()!) t.o $5 . ')0 ; bf'f'ore 1890, ::. rlC !"'1.!:l nly 
b8-LOre In70 - fancy v1.ncels, i1lue 1;rution" , Patriotics, 
Terri torials, orl(1 )0 stal fiB P',5,l1'S 1 etc . TLSl.~1Rs for 
kee)ing me i~ min~. 

Appre~i.atLn0 ~'our troub1p, am' wi t}~ ')P8 t ~"E' ~'lrd.n, 

Sincerely, ~_ 

What is your Opillion 0..0 :ret8.l1 valu8 o~ this cover? 



r. L . G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb A.r" de, 

inneapol1s, Minn. 

Dear Les: 

R. - the Abelson cover - It 1s t 0 U. S . Stoa hip rate of 
10¢ - double. ~all Cuba, PanaMa, St . Thomas and other pOints 
touched y U. S. 'a 1 te ~ps. ith 11 contracts, broueht 
aU in 0 e' York nd th te lO¢. ·aturally there as no 
hin fe on letters ht in by Line 1:1 t mil contraots - 2¢ 

ship fees a~pl! d to ail brought 1n by non-contraot ships . One 
re point - hi rate s fixed by A.ct of arch" 1851 - s e Luft -

ppend' - top p ragrBph - age 390. This steamship rate of 10¢ and 
~O~ VlSS in foro tor Many years. Inas uch as St. Thomas 8S not over 
2500 Miles tl a ingle r te 'IS IO¢, I run assuming the cov r &8 

earlier tIl. J"ul ' 864. ho' ever, if lat .... tr en the Act of July 1, 186 -
Seo . 8 ould PPlY - see Luff - P nd1x - ~ Be ,95. 

Yes Les, you rote me ab ut your n \ h e and we ure uld 
like '0 see it. Congratule>t1ons end best Wishes and \"e kn you all 
l1i.11 enj 01 1 t • 

nr liill end B11den .ere in ited to tt nd 
the openi eating of the D. P.S. tobs given by Shier on and Stark 
at Adrian , toh. on .... ept . 27 . I suggested to Sh1erson that an 1nv1tatio 
1> extended to you. You met Shi-er on at 'loronto . He is a great f r iend 
of ine . 1 wrote Harry Lindquist inquiring if he would be recept1v to 
en invl ta tlon if on was ext nd d. Thes meatin s ~ ra at each me e~r' s 
expense so they c nnot afford to y uest' expenses. 1 thnu ht y u 

Id 11k to ace pany Henr,r and B1ld n . It s ~~ that Hill is an old 
ecqu 'ntanc of Shlerso • 

ildred jo s in best ishes to all the family 8 d to 
you . 

Cor i811y yours , 



UNIHD STATES ISSUES 
A. P. S. 13903 

S. P. A 95bb 

A. S.D. A. 

U. S. COVERS GENERAL FOREIGN 

Telephone 2-9946 

ARTHUR I. ABELSON 

Stamps for Collectors 
ESTABLISHED 1936 

824 LOEW BLDG. SYRACUSE. 2, N . Y . 

8+;30 ... :"eJ B. ,';'s>:n"no:\., 
F. 0 . ... ox Z,l, 
Fort ThOrt8 s, Ky. 
Dca" AJ.l' •• ~0:_~""~nc ... ::-

.. T llly 21,13[,2 . 

I Cc ""sta.1cc ~'~u are .,-L1ll'"'''' to oi v 
you .... valued f')pi.llon ""e '~r~'i,ng +;11(> rates of usage on 
cJve!'s, fo:" E'. !'pe 01" $S. ,-,C. a. t'~erc""orp "1c1osl.ne; 
a co ret', v:ith $2.0Cl f0!' t'le fee , an( 8t'lJ1-led return 
(,!lvelope. 

This is ~ CC'ler whicr I recent1~v pUl'chA.secl, ar ong 
a lot of early U.S. ite!lS; "".11e1 tll_~ 1..:::.s ne puzzleC' .• 

1"J.l:T is it n ?Oi rat!:" when the P'1'[c1.ope C.OCB not 
appear to !:.!J.'J8 been that much overweiGrt? Also, i T-' 1 t 
Here 6 t.:.::;:<=)s single rate, the"'1 chE' 2~£ Blac:r Jack i8 
ey+'::.~a, l)ossibly connecteG. 1J.:..th t:1'> ~ ,ea 1Q hip ;:Iar":' -<:;s. 
I 8r. _~oJ· surp T.lether ti1e st.:..) IS captail ccl:ectec. an 
ex'rA. f"'e E'~' lRte a~ this. 

: ' 0'11:' r _ 9:r'ec~ d.te .. au:::' opinion 'Y1ep-Rrl'Unc the 
rea£on :' j .... t:.i .... ra +- e. If the point (')'" I')!"i e1n were 
ClNl!' .: t T.li~,.lt '1(: p. ::: RPl u-r:ablc to Tlake .:: tout. 

Also , i'" v')u c-a!'E' +0 give you l " op~!ll')n rer'ardi!1:f.' 
the a~Jroxim&te 'Y1etatl value of this cov~~, it w111 
be helpf'ul . 

Thankinc you 1n ac.vFlnce +'Qr :r011:r ki, "'(!ne c 8 
a!1d coopel'R.t'l)n, 

s~ c",p.l. -:: 1""S , 

~~.~. 



r. rthur I. Abelson. 
824 Loew Bldg •• 

Syracuse 2. N.Y. 

Dear r. Abelson: 

July ?3. 19.52. 

Herewith tha cover s per yours of the 2clst. This cover ha s 
a horizonatl strip of six of the 3¢ 1861 together with a single 2¢ black 
of 1863, a payment of 20¢ tied by five strikes of the 'N. York Qtemnship" 
marking of Dec. ?3.'· (1867) (Black) •. A faint oircular markiIlf in black 
shows IISI. TI), S 16 - l? 1867." I regret th·t I cannot deciph r the 
colorless impression on tha back. This cover represent a double rate into 
the U. S. by contraot U. S. a11 steamship. Th1s rate as t the rate 
of 10 oents per half ounce end was provided for under the Act of Con ress, 
of July 1, 1864 - Section 8 - quote: 

tt'Ihe rates of Ilostage on letters And other ma1labl tter ad-
dressed to or rece1ved from foreign co ntrles and carried by vessels regular­
ly e ployed in transportation of the a11s shall be as followa: Ten cents 
for one h 11' ounce or under, on letters; XXXXXX xx to be pre aid on tter 
sent, and collected on matt r received; subject to rates established or to 
be established by international postal convention." (unquote) 

Covers from 1)en1sh est Ind1es with the 10¢ 1861 and D •• 1. - 3¢ 
Rose, the former canceled by the ttN.York Steamshlp fl mal'k:1ng re quite \".e ll 
leno nand sev ral good rt1cles have eppeared in the philatelIc press on 
mail from the est Indies "Via St. Thomas" to the U.S. by contract U. S. Mall 
ships. 

I regret to state that I am not an authority on philatelic values. 
henoe beg to be excused from any opinion on that subjeot. 

ay I thank you v ry kindly for your enclosure of 2.00. I might men­
tion, ho 'ever, that I do not have any t1xed fees tor the examination and 
analysis of cover. 

Sinoerely yours, 



MEMORANDUM 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 

624 LOEW BLDG . 

19TH CENTURY U. S . COVERS 

ARTHUR I. AB(:LSON 

S~amps for Colledors 

TELEPHONE 2 -9946 

SYRACUSE 2. N . Y. 

--: , - -- . 

Dc"tr .1,.... A"l ... 'J:'(lO~ : -
11__ p. roo 

ir. , 

. .... 
ena -"(Le 

e"1 0: _' p""':"" 
r""ry h€lp-

:. "'01" ')Y 
-4- a sL':"r:- 't' e; 

~ .~ C' f' ~} 

S_~ r>o""el", 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
======== WHO L E SAL E ============================= 

• 

( 

INFANTS WEAR - NOTIONS 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky., 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook; 

• 6 4 1 7 L Y N 0 ALE A V E. S o. 
MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N • 

• . • Phone: H I a w a t h a 2 0 3 9 ••• 

July 18,1952 

Thanks for your return and opinion on the 90¢ 

1860 stamp. Thats about what I figured and ofuly sent it 

because Brookman thought I should. 

lam enclosing 2 covers for your examination. 

On the Wells Fargo cover I have included part 

of the album page the item was formerly mounted on. You 

will note that the Wells Fargo cancel on reverse of 

cover does not show a cl ear strike of the "I·1onth". IN 

the reproduction they show the date as "Sept. 1 (1869)'.' 

I think it should be "Feb.l, (1870). lam told that this 

cover is from the Waterhouse collection in England. 

In regards to the Peru Cover; I just recieved 

this item from England. Please give me your interpreta­

tion of the story this cover shows. Were the U.S. & Br. 

stamps placed on this cover in Peru or Panama1 I note 

that the " CJ5 " is the Br. cancel at Panama. 

lam enclosing stamps to cover return plus 30¢ 

for your last letter. I forgot to include it last time. 

All the information and opinions regarding these 

2 items will be greatly appreciated. Please advise your 

examintation fee on return. Insure covers for $250.00. 

Hope this finds you in the best of health and 

that I may have the pleasure of meeting you in person, 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
========= WHO L. E SAL. E ================================= . 

INFANTS WEAR - NOTIONS 

someday in the near future. 

\ 

.J 

• 6 4 1 7 L Y N 0 ALE A V E. S o. 
MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N • 

. • • Phone: H I a w a t h a 2 0 3 9 ••• 

Sincerly yours, 

Floyd E. Risvold. 



t 

July 20, 1952. 

r. ]loyd E. Ria old, 
6417 Lyndale Ave. - So., 

' inne polis, Y1nn. 

Dear r. Risvold: 

Referr1ng to yours of the 18th with the 5~ Taylor cover J ich 
1 am r uturn1ng herewith. This cov r 1s enuine, in my opinion , and I have 
s1 ed it 8S such on th back . Hor is the explanation of this cover. 
It originate at Callao, Peru, the ~r1nci 1 seaport of that country, 
evidently on Oct. " 1876. At th t period th U. S. did not have a postal 
treaty th Peru, h ncema1l o::>uld not be prepaid fro origins in ither 
oountry to destinations 1n the other. his letter as carried by a British 

11 ate er from Callao to Panama C1ty and their rate for euoh transit as 
6 penoe per ha l:t an ounce - This letter 1'1 a then transferred to the U. S. 
Mail hgency and transmitted 1'rom Aspinwall, Panama by an Amerioan Mail 
steamship to New York. The U. S . r te from Panama to U. S. destination was 
5¢ per halt oume, thus the two 5¢ sylor stmlPS denote a double r t or over 
1/2 ounce, which also accounts for t 0 Br1'tlsh 6 pence stalnps. This 
letter hows no yment of Peruvian postage, hleh indic te that the letter 

8S mailed direot th the mail agent aboard the British ta ere The 
Panama marking s applied at the Briti sh ail Agency at ana City as as 
the British canoelation ttili. 1t 

he U. S. Consulate t Callao act d as the U. • a11 
they undoubtedly had supplies of U. S. and ritish postage tamps. 
fore, the stamps were no doubt ut on the anv lope there. 

cyand 
There-

The U. S. cancelation is the ell--nown .YO 
meant thl!t the letter had been carried to N vi York bv a 
holding a mail c ntract With th U. S. P.O.D. 

SHIP" which 
ahi p of a line 

In my 0 1n10n this 1 quit a nice "combination cover." 

Sine erely yours, 



r. Floyd E. R1 vold, 
6417 Lyndale Ave., SOo, 

'inne polla, Minn. 

Dear Mr. R1 vold: 

Sino rely yours, 

July 20. 19.52. 

Referring to ours of the 18th th the cover to London t England 
fr m Victoria - Brit1 h Col bia, hi h I returni h r it. You are 
qulte correct th blue oval on the back d t die l' (1870) and not 
"Sep 1" (1869). It looks as though .meon Ill! ht have mad ott pt to 
change this. For rioaa reasons I p1cious of t 1s co er and, ther -
fore, I am unabl to auth nticate it. 

This cov r a evidently carried to S n Franoisco and thence to 
ew York by a ell Fargo messenpar no S n Francisco po ark 1 in 

evidence. 

In F b. 1870 the U. S. te 0 V noouvor \V s 10¢ and ou rate to 
neland as 6¢. I t a 10s6 to expl 1n why there is 22¢ in U. ~. postage 

on this COy r, tho h it 1s ossibl thl3t the sender s not re that the 
u ..... rate "'0 1 nd had been reduo d t 124 to 6¢ a of':r nuary 1st, 
1870 . If' such th 0 sa then the <lover could be explained 'follows: 

S¢ Bri t1sh Oolum 1a for internal r t 
lO¢ U. S. - British C01uobi to th U.S. 
l2¢ U.S. to 

The ells l"a 
carriage. 

I re 
whenever t ere 
op ion. 1y 
Philatelic 

repres nt d ant to the pre s Co P l1'1 for thei r 

t I oannot give y U 8 definite opinion on t is cew r, t 
l".1nd about 8 cover 1 r fuse a posit!.., 

the ov r to the '.Xpsrt Co 1 tt e of' the 
ork: City and th 111 iaBU 0 rt1t1cato. 

oino r ly yours, 



• 

Aug. 4, 1952. 

r. F. • Risvo1d, 

6417 ~nd8i Ave. South, 

inne polis 19. linn. 

Dear r. 1svold: 

; st line to ackno leds r celp of y urs of th 

id. 

t pres n I quit busy on 0 speci 1 wor t 

1 ter I 111 0 turth r into th matter of your ell 

cover d Bdvle you. 

Sine rely yours, 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
======= WHO L E SAL E ==========================~ 

I 

" INFANTS WEAR - NOTIONS 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky • , 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook; 

• 6 4 1 7 L Y N 0 ALE A V E. S O. 

MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N . 

... Phone: GIBSON 2039 .•. 

Aug.l,1952 

Thanks for the prompt return of the two covers and 

the excellent explanation of the transmission of the Peru 

cover. lam glad to note that you liked this item as I feel 

the same way about it. lam enclosing my check as per your 

statement. 

Now in regards to the Wells Fargo cover, I still 

think that it is good and would like to state my thoughts 

to you. 
In the Costales sale of the Lichtenstein material of 

April 26th & 27th,1952, there was a cover similar to mine 

and was lot #651 and pictured in that sale. This was only 

a front but was similar to mine except it was minus the 10 

cent stamp.. The address had been crossed out but part of 

it was readable and I think it is from the same source as 

mine. This cover was used in 1870. 

Last nite I examined my cover under a black lite & 

it looked genuine to me. lam not an expert but I would 

like any further explanation of your doubts on this item. 

Feb. 1st is only one month after the postal rates were 

changed and at that time it would be possible for anyone 

not to have been informed of the change. 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
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... Phone: GIBSON 2039 ..• 

I want to thank you again for the wonderful information 

you have so kindly given me. I wish I could really repay you. 



, 

,I 

Mr. F. E. Risvold, 
6417 Lyndale Ave. So., 

Minneapolis 19, Minn. 

Dear Mr. R1avold: 

Aug. 11, 19.52. 

Further replying to yours of the 1st. You referred to the 
Costales Sale of Apr. 26-27, 122£, but on checking I note that the 
sale was 19.50 not 19.52. I also note Lot 1.6.51 in that sale and agree 
that both covers are from the same correspondence. Yours has a memo 
indicating it was received on March 2, 1870, which I suppose is 
correct. On cover 6.51 the New York date seems to be 'IDOO" so I am 
wondering if the use of that cover was Dec ~~ At that time the 
U.S. rate to G.B. was 12\1. , ( 

Perhaps the explanation of your cover is that the 10~ stamp 
did not originate and was added and that the writer was not aware that 
the U.S.-British rate had been cut from 12~ to 6~ as per ~an. ast, 1870. 

The U. S. rate to Vancouver in Dec. 1869 and Feb. 1870 'as 
10~ Both covers show Vancouver postage of .5¢. I am still at a loss 
to account for the postage to this country. 

I will make a further investigation and advise you. 

With regards -

Cordially yours, 

(24-23) 



O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 
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INFANTS WEAR NOTIONS 

Mr.Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. , 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

• 6 4 1 7 L Y N 0 ALE A V E. S O . 

MIN N E A POL I S 1 9, MIN N . 

... Phone: GIBSON 2039 ••• 

Aug.16,1952 

In reply to yours of Aug.llth, Iwant to correct 
myself on two things. First, I didnot mean 1952, but did 
mean 9_ in reference to the Costales sale. Second, I 
was wrong in saying that the cover in that sale was used 
in 1870. If the London postmark was not covered up by 
another cover) pherhaps we could see the year date. You 
say it might oe 1860. I think you meant _ ? Correct 
me if lam wrong. 

In the KNAPP sale there was a similar cover to 
the one in the Costales sale and that had a manuscript 
date of 1870. It was lot #18)6 and was pictured. I wonder 
if Wells Fargo had a batch of these covers already stamped 
with the 1869 postage rate and that is 'the reason we see 
them used in 1870 with the l2¢ rate instead of the 6¢ rate? 

When I looked at my cover under a black lite, I 
couldnot detect any difference in the ink of the cancels 
which tie both U.S. adhesive stamps. Also,when I partly 
lifted the stamps under the lite, they show a distinct 
clean pattern to the exact shape of the stamps, including 
the straight edge and two long perfs on the l6¢ stamp. 

I cant imagine anyone adding the 10¢ stamp unless 
it was the sender of the letter. The item is scarce and 
desirable without it. 

I agree that the presents of the 10¢ stamp is a 
bad point but if it was originally on the cover it should 
have a clear bill of health. Even today letters go through 
with overpayment because someone wanted to be sure there 
was enough postage. 

I will send this cover to the foundation, but I want 
to check it with you as I feel that you know more about this 
tpan anyone else. You have been wonderfull in your cooperation 
and lam looking forward to your further co~nts on this cover. 

Please accept the check lam enclosihg as I think you 
have more than earned it on this matter. With kindest regards 
lam 



• 

Mr. Floyd E. Risvold, 
6417 Lyndale So., 

'inneapolis 19, Minn. 

ear ir. Risvold: 

Aug. 22, 19.52. 

Yours of the 16th received and it certainly was very kind 
of you to enclose the check for 10.00. Please accept my thanks. 

You are qu1te correct. In my l etter of the 11th, in referring 
to the Costulea cover (Lot 6.51 in his sale of Apr. 26-27, 19.50), the 
date should hove read "Dec. 1869.'1 instead of "Dec. 1860." The Knapp 
llover (Lot 1836) is indeed very similar to t.he Costales cover nnd if 
the Knapp use was ay 1870, then this letter may have been over 1/2 oz. 
and required a 2 x 6¢ rate from the U. S. to London. This raises the 
question - How was the double rate from Vancouver to the U. S. paid? 

I am making some inquiries on the cover fran several "\C od 
friends in Canada - perhaps they can give me a few bits of information 
that will help. In the meantime I suggest you delay the sending to the 
Philatelic Foundation. 

lli th kindest regor-is -

Sincerl:lly yours, 

(24-23 ) 



-
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ST ANLfY B. ASI-IBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

Mr. \ . E. D. Halliday, 
420 LisBar Rd. , 

Rockcliffe Pk., Ottawa, 
Canada. 

My dear Mr. Halliday: 

Aug. 11, 19.5? 

I am enclosing herewith a photograph of a cover that apparently 
originated at Victoria on Feb. 1, 1870, was oarried all the way to New 
York by 8 \,ells Fargo Messenger and mailed there to London on lleb. 19, 
1870. The London p.m. is "2 }1r 70" and thl s 1s conti med by the rna nu­
script reoeipt of Mar 2-70. The 10¢ U. S. adhesive looks os though 1t 
might have originated on this cover but 1t is possible so~one added it. 
Of course, one cannot tell much about this feature trom the photo-print. 

The U. S. rate to England ut this time was 6¢ - reduced as of 
Jan. 1, 1870. Perha ps the writer was not aware of the reduction and paid 
the former rate of 12¢. ThiS, on the sufJposition that the 10ft adhesive 
was not used originally on this cover. 

It is my understanding that the r ate from Vancouver to the U.S. 
at that period was 10¢. If WellS targo picked up this letter at Victoria 
V.I. don't you think a payment ot lOll' was requirod to carry it ov(] r the 
line into the U.S.? Or was only the payment of a local rate required? In 
other wordS, what rate did the .5¢ B.C. stamp pay? 

It you can enlighten me regarding this cover I will greatly ap­
preciate the favor. 

I trust tha t you are in the best of health and tha t all is well 
with you. 

My kindest regards. 

Sine erely yours, 

TANLF II co, or 0 



.. 

/ 
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Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

420 Lisgar Rd. 
Rockclif':t"e Park 

nr. Ottawa, On't. 
Canada. 

Aug. 2b'th. 19?2. 

Nice to hear from you again. It seems to have taken a 
long 'time to answer your letter (AuguS't ll'th.). Time cer'tainly 
flies. It has been a busy summer with no let-up in 'the oft'ice 
and. for relaxa'tion week-ends have been painting 'the house and 
verandaas. 

You cert~~nly .eem to pick up in'teresting pieces. I cannot 
help you with the U.S. adhesives and what rates they covered but 
the surcharged B.C. adhesive of 19b9-7l obviously paid the B.C. 
internal ratein et'fect from 1958. This requirement is clearly 
explained in par't of a let'ter from A .'1'. Bushby, Acting Postmaster­
General (who assumed control of 'the P.O.Dep't. of B.C. on Ap. 
25, 19bb, ~~ryi~g without remunera'tion as being alreaay Registrar 
of Deeds) written to the U.K.Golonial Secretary pn Npv.20, 1967. 
Bushby said~~~L -

"xx. 
IILetters from British Columbia to Great Britain, in fact 

all correspondence between this Colony and other countries, 
is sent to San Francisco in a vessel subsidized by the 
Colony, and is there treated as American mail matter, not 
being received (with a few exceptions) unless the full 
United States postage be prepaid, Which causes the Post 
Office Department here to keep on hand a large supply of 
United States postage stamps, which are of course paid 
for in cash in advance, or to send down cain with the 
mail. The Postal Department of the Colony is thus in the 
position of a messenger entrusted with the COlony's 
correspondence to be posted in San Francisco. 

Under these circumstances, in order to raise a revenue, 
there is a charge on all letters and papers either 
received in, -or despatched from the Colony- which in 
Vancouver Island or the lower Fraser is 51 per half' 
ounce on letters xxxx. The colonists pay - these charges, 
not only upon letters mailed, but on 'those received also. 
The whole of the postage, other than the above purely 
Colonial charge, being divided between Great Britain and 
the United States. 

IIXXX. II 



Actually, in the particular case of your envelope, the 
whole postage to the U.K. could have been paid by Colonial 
stamps as an interpretation of the Postal Convention of June 
leb7 betwwen Great Britain and the U.S. made this possible. 
Incidentally, the letter of Bushby above was written in the 
nature of comments on this Convention. 

For further det~ils of the many varied postal practices 
in Van.ls. and B.C. you should consult Stamley Deavillels 
liThe Colonial Postal System and Postage Stamps of Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia, le49-le7l, Archives of B.C. 
Memoir No.VIII, Victoria, B.U. 192e. 

By the way, did Wells Fargo & CO. charge extra for their 
services and was this paid by stamps? I have never been sure 
on this matter. 

Also, did you notice that the address has been written over 
as if it was wrongly adaressed at first and then corrected. 
I canlt make out the old part but it seems in the same writing 
as "London England" 

Hope Whis will be of some help. WoUld be interested to 
hear what you finally decide about the rates. Perhaps 
somebody wanted to get rid of a poor copy at an adhanced price 

Best wishes, 

Yrs. v. sincerely 

~::::: 
P.S. Have been asked by the Toronto Stamp Collectors Club 

to speak to them on any aspect of postal history I 
want to sometime in November. I Growing interest? 



... 
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ir. 'i . E. D. Halliday, 
420 Llsgar Road, 

STANLEY B. ASI-IBROOV 
P. O. Box 31 

FORT THOMAS, KY. 

Sep+, . 3 , 19.52• 

Rockcl1ffe Park neVi Ottawa, 
Ontario, Ganada . 

Dear Ar. Halliday: 

Thanks vary much for your' kind letter of the 26th Rnd for the ouote 
from the letter of 1867. 

I tru~t that you ~qill p~rdon no if r. give you SOMe inforf.1stion which you 
already possess. The .ells }1'urgo imprint on the 10¢ U. S. envelope was n 
"frank" which entitled the holdor to have tho l~xpl'ess Company transmit a 
latter. I believe tl t ells Fargo f.'B ue a oha rge of 3.5¢ each for such en­
velopes. 110 doubt you are awure that it as illegal for pl'ivt te carriers to 
transmi -:; mail mattar 'outside of the u.n. 11oi1" h.'1less such communications 
\ ore onclotiod in GovorI1.Ment stamped envelopes. I seem to recall that you had 
a similAr law in Canada. .olls Fargo purchased Goverru,ent envelopes, had their 
r'frank" printed on them and sold them cout plus their fee of 2.5¢. 

Thanks very Much for your reference to the D<'aville Eook, but I 8m wonder­
ing here I could f1urchase or borrow a copy? 

egarding the fact that the address w s written 0vcr. It was my ir~pression 

that saneone had done this to disp;uise the original EJdd-res6oe. 

'here exi.,ts the pOHl:libEity thflt someone added the extra lO¢ U. S. ad­
hesive in order to add sone "alue but on close eX8J'llination it doos 8'1pOar 
that thiB stamp did actuull originate on the cover. 

I believe tlwt I neglected to r'ention tlt8t on the buck of the covpr is a 
;011s .L urgo I:larkine of Vic1;oria. I suppo e th8t there is little (loubt that 
,el s Fargo picked up this lotter ut Victoria and curried it all the way to 

... £HI Y rk before plucing it in the U. v. baU for Lngland. Iowever, the cancela­
tion on the B.C. otump slows thEIt. it hnd beon deposited in Us Victoria P.O. 
Inci entally. all I cOl·rect in a suming that "35" identified that office? 

..:Iinee my 1 tter oJ' hugust 11th I noted a sinilar cover in a sale by Costales 
of dome Lichten::>tein rl toriel he::'d on .M.pr'l 26-?7, 19.50. It was Lot 6.51 and 
was from the SOIle correspondeace, hilt had tbe addross cro~sed out vith heavy 
ink lines. .3ano :'C¢ U • .3. - '.ells urea envelope - sume B.G. 5rt stl: ItJ) - cuncel­
ed "3.5" an a U. J. ?¢ 1867 rill - but r 0 extra 10 f adhesive. J-llso postmarked 
New York "Dec..: 'l." I assume the 1,ow York da ttl 'Was DeCflMber 1869 and thet thi s 
cover ;;as regular, i.e., the .1J.C. hesive pui the 10CRl ,Po ... t Ee, the ',ells 
Fargo. rank (OhllIy,8 of ?.5¢) pt id their carriage fron Victoria to Nell York md the 
12¢ U. v. he rate to Lllluon. i' leaves no apparent payment for tr neit oross 
the border and perhaps raises an interesting qU(~stiOIl. as ar..y ehrrge rna Ie in 
case s like this? Further tIle above seems to indicate that tt e .;ov!~r of Fob. 1R70 
di d not need the 10¢ adhesive, nor was 12 ¢ required to a y the 6 ¢ rate then in 
force between the U. S. and G.B. 



J 

1/2. Mr. W. E. D. Halliday, Sept. 3, 19.52. 

I note that you lire scheduled to deli v r a talk befor~ the Toronto 
Society in November, which reminds me that it has been almost a year 
since the Toronto ~xhib1tion. How time does fly. 

Again my thanks and kindest reBards. 

Sincerely yo~s. 

STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK 
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Mr.Stanley B. ~shbrook, 
Fort Thomas, Ky • , 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 
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Sept.lO,1952 

In reply to yours of Sept.3,1952, Ifant to thank 
you for the fine cooperation you have given me in this 
matter. I have made duplicate copies (for my records) of 
the correspondence vou had with ~~.W.E.D.Halliday and lam 
returning your copie~ as per your request. If \his is not 
O.K. with you, please let me know and I will detZroy them. 

I only wish I could sit down and discu~~ this cover 
with you as lam not too good at putting my thoughts into a 

letter. Anyway, here goes. 
Since I last wrote you I have come across an inter­

esting bit of information in Dr.Berthold's handbook "WELLS 
FARGO &, CO'S HANDSTAMPS &, FRANKS." I refer to page No.42, 
7th &, 8th paragraphs,quote--nWells Fargo &, Co. established 
its office at Victoria,V.I.,in 1858, and from there handled 
most of the mail for all parts of the U.S. and the outside 
World until about 1867.---- Until about 1861 no adhesive 
stamps existed either in Br.Columbia or Vancouve~ Island. 
Prior to the receipt of stamps, the customary procedure,by 
the Express Companies was to send their own covers,usually 
bearing their franks, to the Post Office. Of course these 
~ov ier t i nity , The officials at the Victoria 
Post Office would then frank each cover by impressing on it 
the offi cial Post Office handstamp. _ 3reu.. _ he x 
Comoan; ~. wuuld nav in hulk for all ~overs so stamped at thp. 
dome~tic rat nosta e withj )vince , th ) 2.d 
per ~over .n end quote. If the above quote it correct, then 
all letters handled by Wells Fargo required only 1 Br.Col. 

·stamp even if the letter was overweight. 
Further refering to the above handbook,see page No. 

46, quote--tfLater and after receipt of adhesive stamps at 
both the Vancouver Island and Er. Cmlumbia Post Offices, a 
similar procedure was followed,that istthe franked covers 
were sent to the Post Office, the adhes1ves of the Province 
attached,cancelled,paid for in cash by the Express Company, 
then returned to the office of such Company or Companies,and 
there sold at face value plus the express charges and add­
itional U.S. postage if for pispatch through the United States. 
United States stamps were usually carried in stock at the 
Wells Fargo offices in the two Provinces, but occasionally 
mail came through in large packages by special messenger,the 
U.S. stamps being affixed at San Francisco." end auote. 

The above could indicate that my cover was not 
deposited in the Victoria Post Office, but was handed over 
to Wells Fargo by the sender for transmission. 
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Page #2 
Mr.Stanley B. AShbrook,Sept.lO,1952 

• 4921 OAKLAND AVENUE 

MIN N, ,E A POL I S 7, MIN N . 

. • • P h 0 n e: REg e n t 2 4 6 1 •.. 

I think the sender of this cover probably bought several 
of these prestamped envelopes sometime in 1869, and that the 2¢ 
U.S. adhesive had been placed on the cover at that time or 
beforhand. Thus this cover could have been held over and not used 
until 1870, but still bearing the 1869 rate. The cover could have 
been overweight and the sender added the 10¢ adhesive he might 
have had on hand for such matters. This,of course,meant he·didnot 
have an additional 2¢ stamp and intended to buy one at the Express 
Office. At arrival at said office, he found that he had more than 
enough postage and let it go as was. 

The above may seem to be a poor explanation, but it could 
have happened just that way. What do you think, People do things 
like this,even today. This may not be the true story,but if the 
10¢ stampe was originally on the cover, it appears that no other 
explanation would be much better. 

I have never seen a Weals Fargo franked envelope, with or 
without U.S. adhesive stamps, which had more than one 5¢ Br.Col. 
stamp. This would bear out the uotes from Berthmlds handbook and 
the quotes from that hand book ,and the Bushby letter, would 
indicate that no extra posta e was reouired for transmission over 
the lines i~~ into the U.S. 

It is also possible that the cover in the Knapp sale was 
not overweight and was also a holdover from 1869. 

As I have said before, it appears that the U.S. 10¢ stamp 
did actually originate on my cover. I would like to remove any 
doubt abou this, one way or the other. For good or bad. 

I will be glad to have your comments and suggestions on the 
above and . f you wish to exam' ne the cover again, I \'1ill be only 
too glad to send it along. 

Si.nC'C! 1 rou ..... c:, 



.. 

Sopt. 13, 1952. 

fr. rloyd ~. Rlsvold. 

6417 LynUale ave •• 0., 

'lnneapo1i ,19. inn. 

D r r. is old: 

Yours of th loth receive an 0 r rul y no od. 

- 11 va a co p ~ the ertho1n boo - lut 1 t n ver ocourred to 

.e to .,.. fer to it. I a r 0 1 th you th~t his story e.."1S to hnld the 

oxpl n~tion to your ov r. t seeMS q11te 0 rtrin that the ella argo 

frank~d nvelopes ere nt 1n quantity to th Victoria Post Offioe, and, 

1n the carly ys, re h L3tor dheeive sta us w re added 

nd l1s argo ent suoh 11 to the Post Orfice for canceline and back 

t ping. I think your n 1y is is no doubt oor ot and holds the ex­

pl nation of your oov r. 

I will advl e you if I turn up n 'dsta be ring on your 

COY r. 

Sine rely ynur , 



, O. E. RISVOLD AND SONS 

+====== WHO L E SAL E ===~======================== 
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Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft.Thomas Ave., 
Ft.Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrook: 

... Phone: GIBSON 2039 ... 

Oct.24,1952 

I had intended to answer yours of Sept.13 sooner 

than this, but several things have happened to delay 

this. First and most important, my wife gave birth to 

TWIN BOYS on Oct.6th and lam happy to say that all three 

are doing fine. We have 2 girls, Diane 10 years and 

Kathleen 5 years. Now my family is about as complete 

as I want it to be. 

lam enclosing an auction catalog which contains 

the picture of another cover similar to mine. It is lot 

No.28 and you will note the error in the description of 

that lot. I believe it is from the same correspondence as 

mine and shows the double rate to England. This indicates 

that the sender carried on considerable correspondence 

and was familiar with the 1869 rates. You will note the 

address has been crossed out the same as mine and the 

Costales cover. 
are through 

Please return the catalog when you ~a*e*~~*~9~* 

with it. 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate 

you on your 76th birthday and hope this finds you in the 
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best of health with many more happy years for you and yours. 

Sincerly yours; 

Floyd E.Risvold. 
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PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY 

33 
Stanley B. Ashbrook 
• Ft. ThoMas Ave 
T omus, Ky. 

Dear l~. As.brcok; 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

P. O. Box 929 
Harlingen, Texas 
July 21,1952 

I purchased e enclosed 51 stamr of the 
lP~1-~7 i~sue while at the Texas Philatelic Convention last 
mont • Since then several ('o:lectors , "Who I elieve kno"W 
a grea deal ore about early ~. ~. s amps than I do, ave 
advised me that there is ~omething -wrong with the stamp. 

t wus represented to Me as a shade variety of U. S. #12 
in very fine condotion. 

Before returning it to the dealer I hought 
i only fuor to ob ain exper advice as to t e status of the 
stamp and know your advice will not e yuestioned. 

Please advise your c1 arge fo he examin -
tion. 

ours truly 

~~d) 
\ !'I. 1:. Bond. 



• , , 
r~ 

• 

Mr. Hm. H. Bond, 
Box 929, 

July?}. 19.52. 

Harlingen, Tex s. 

Dear r. Bond: 

Herew1th the .5¢ 18.56 8S per yours of the 21st. This is a 
enuine copy of the .5¢ 18.56 1mperforate. S.U.S. No. 12, but it is not 

8 superb or fine copy, neither is it a shade variety, but on the oon­
trary it is a faded oopy of the red brown due to "oxidization.1I The 
ink of the printing was damn ed by that process and parts of the 
original ink have disappeared. 

I doubt if you ould have oause to return the at 'p unless it 
m1 ht be that the condition is not 8S was represented. 

for the abov is 2.00. 

t.w.--Thia copy a 
oreases, eto., of 

( 24- 24) 

Sinoerely yours, 

subjected to tests for thin spots, repair ork, 
hioh none "as found • 



,. 

1' ..... Stanley.. cllb""ook 
r. CJ. liox 31, 
fort Tho:rnas, 1\y. 

Dcar I. As br ok;-

Box 9"l9 
Harlin en, Texas 
July 29, 1952 

ranl- you for your ~ro!""pt attention in ad­
vising ""'e regard inc t.c copy of U. S. TO. 12. 'y c ~eck for 
two dollars is e~closed to cover your fee. 

I b(;;'ieve I have due cause to ret'lI'n t 18 

stamp as it was represented to meov.as a very fine copy and not 
aving other copies to corpare it ~ I pure ased it in ~ccor­

dance to • is clai s. I relieve at t e dealer t ou:~t it was 
a fine copy inself for e a~ sold e over ~500 worth of 
stamps in t e • ast t 0 y(\ars and I do not bE'lieve 1'e would 
risk celling a food customer and a friend a d~aged sta~p with­
out reFresenting it as suc •• 

What urts with me is that I have not as yet 
paid the last half of the purchase price which is money at I 
r.Ol-T know I 1.0 lld ju~t be throwing away for I ~ow realize that 
t e cta~p is pro bly not wort t e amo~~t that I ave already 
paid for it. 

Yo'lI'S truly 



. 
\. 

. 
I 
~ 



r . '. H. Be d , 

Box ~2~ , 

Harlin en, T x • 

De r r . Bond : 

ug . 4, 1952. 

h for youra f 29th "th check for 2.00. 

If 

h s i t ate to • 

to you in the ut o not 

S1nCA 1y your • 



T" INITY 3-!!74!! 

Electro - Arc Manufacturing Company 

Dear Stan, 

5930 Commonwealth Avenue 

Detroit 8, Michigan 

July 22, 1952. 

Just getting time to answer some of our letters. 
Raining a bit now and the temp. has dropped. Believe me, it 
has been too hot here to do anything. 

Enclosed find check for $14.50 covering the one 
"T" cover at $3.50; the 1812 plus 50% Way cover at $3.50 
and the book at $7.50. I think the War 1812 plus 50~ is 
very nice. 

I am enclosing a phamlet just received from 
Molesworth. I presume this is the collection you had 
mentionod. I am not familiar what to buy or what would 
fit into my collection. I only save Confed. that have 
U.S. stamps on them. Advise me if you think there is 
anything that I might be able to use. 

I am enclosing a Registered from Dublin into 
the U.S. Can you figure this item out? 

Too damn stuff hot even after the rain. 

Best of wishes, 

Harold Stqrk. 
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r. Harold • Stark, 
P. O. x 288, 

Ann Arbor, .ioh. 

De r H rold: 

.July 24, 1952. 

YourD of the 22nd reca1ved. Thanks tor the check for 14.;0 • 

.L dontt know if the heat down h re has been any d1t'ferent than 
you have had 1n 1chlgan but I 1magine the hum1dIty her in thi Ohio 
Valley hAS been or e - I haven't sur r d to the extent I i at have 
hed I not had the ir conditioner in my room. Uth the t 
96 or 97 d high humidity, my roo h 8 b en not ov r 78 or 79 and .m,. 
You should et ono tor your n but don't Bet a cheap outfit - I think 
you will find t t you ever rna e a b tter 1 vCBt~ent. I have a second 
hend ·'York" fro a looal funeral 1'10 e that or1ginally c t 600. By shesr 
luok i. eot it v ry chs p. In Stan's r om it mu t hav b n bout 106 e rly 
this leek, and it didn't cool oft much all night. 

Herewl th the Registered covor from Bn t in. I do not have oc-
oasion to se ny ora1 cover to th U.o. so I on't kno whether a 
oover 11k this 1s soarce or not - I hey a ral books on the ri t1 h oat 
Offic but ~ 1'1 vo b n unable to find any r ference to th rat charged on 
Registered lette~ to the U.S. The tact 1s that men ver I have oce si n to 
attempt to obtain bit of information fron any of the e books, it se a 
t t ther is no ention or reference wh tsoever. 

Reg rding your cover. Here is the w y that I n 1y it. Th d te 
01' use was .July 1857 - not lons fter the U.S.- r1tish 'l'reaty was amended 
to p rmit the r gi tr't10n of mall. ( rtio1es igned arch pril 1856) - These 
artioles provided th t each country had the ri€ht to fix thoir own re1stra­
tion fees, but th t the half of eaoh fee should be oredlteo 0 the other 
country. Your cov.r B a 81 1e te of one shi1l1ng - pr id at 8 shilling 
1x penoe, hence I 8 e that at th1 date in 1857, Brit in oh rged a Re-

g1stered fee of six lenoe and that yment of that fee was pritt d by postaae 
stamps - If thls 1s true this is certainly 0 eth1nc new to e - Th tact is 
I didn't know - and don't know - wh t l' Britain charg d and ow it as payble -
stamps or cash. 

Further - The Boston postmark shows the letter s paid red) that 
the r te was a sl le (24) and that it B brought into Boston by a Ounard 
ship. (no II orio n P cket a'l dooked at 0 ton 1n 18.57) - Gr 1 tin' 11 this is 
true then the Dr1tiBh oredit to the U.S. P.O. should have been in U.S. cents -

51t 
plus half of 6 
penoe •••••••• ~ 

Total... 11¢ 

There is a red pen :rklng that looks 11ke "1 shilling' but I am v.ondering if 
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,2. Mr. Harold • ~terk - July 24, 19S? 

this meant "lltl or l1¢ cents? There ls anoth"r red ink pen rklnc at top 
center but I don't kno wh3t this is unless it could be I pI! for "PaId. 1 

I note the killer numb'r on the stamps is '112" Bnd I find thl s the 
numb r used at "CASTLECO "- end note the postmark of this office on the 
back, ( to n in Ir land). 

I Will a preciat your co ents on ~ analys1 • 

Nice cool day here yest rd y nd to 8Y. 

I think of all the at te 1n the Union M1chigan he two of the 
bIggest damn fools 1n the whole Nation - Your Gov6rnor and th t .O.B. 
"Senator oody" - perhaps I em 1JI'0ng - perhaps that lou e Humphrey of 
1nnesota 1s orae. T.V. has sho n the tion that a disgu t1ng force 16 the 

thing i6 call 8 lational Convention. 

B at of ish 

Uorllially yours, 

(OS8) 

F.S.--Y s, the onfedor te collecti n b in 
ul1'elrulller collection th t 

look over th 11 
If you will 1 t e send for th e ones I 

offered by 01 s orth 1 the 
to be old on co is 10n. I 111 

suit ble for your collection. 

perhs e I can obtain a s ion from him. 
have :T ck nd th to e 
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July 26, 19.52. 

r. Bernard Harmer, 

1- H. R. He ar, Inc., 

New York 22, N.Y. 

Dear r. Harmer: 

I seekIng a bit of infonnation, and I trust you can furnish 

SaJ'!I8, viz: 

An'" Inl fJn~ (1) hat a8 the tee in Brit in in the eight an titties for G> p VlC' e.. ( 

To ~S$'iJ ( e )'-lIlc• registering e letter? 1 p 

(2) .ee it pennia Ible to p~y the reg1stration fee in stamps? t~O .. -OrJ ...... '{ ~t1 sft 
(3) Amended rticles to the U.5.- ritish Postal Treaty re p otlng 

the re~l tr tion ot mail as slgned in arch- pril 1856. Eaoh oountry 
~v.bJb 

as authorized to fix their 0 'n tee for regIstration. On registered letters Fee. WaJ 
to G.B. the U.S. tee as 5~. I believe the British fee wae t1xed at sixpence C; ~~ 

l t Vf <!l.5 
and that this tee 88 permitted to be paid by stamps. It is interesting to Ovlly ID 

Po .... r- t-
note thet the U.S. tee ot 5¢ had to be paid in cash. }I'ees paid ':'n each Svn Dc:>t'(a 10 V) 

countl"1 ere divided - one- It 0 e ch countr.y. 

(4) I s eking tlREGISl'ERED" OOV rs from G.B. to the U.S. ot the 

Pay 
(e (.~lcf 

period 1856 to 1862 inolusi vee Ie it your opinion that such item are 

scarce? Can you 8 ssist me in locet lug such 1 tams? 

Thankin you 1n advanoe, I 

Cordi lly yours, 

l'e. 
Mac{ e. 
1t") ~b 

Ov- in 
5t CJ 0\/=0 

'Pay in 
ProvH1~e0lr) 

~~h OlJ\ly 
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TELEPHONE 

PLAZA 3-6481 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE 0. INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H.R.HARMER B . O . HARMER 

F. T. BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY 

H· R+ HARME R, INC. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

32 EAST 57~!"i STREET 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

ALSO AT 39-42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON,W.I . 

ESTABLISHED OVER ~o YEARS 

MI'. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas} Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Many thanks for your letter of July 28th. 

CABLES 
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION 

28th 
July 
1952 

I ha ve sent over to my London office the four queries you ha ve raised 
and will see what they have to say. 

As concerns the scarcity of registered co,-:ers from Great Britain to 
the United States between 1856 and 1862} I think there is little doubt 
tha t these are extremely rare. I feel sure tha t I mus t ha ve seen a 
cover or two although they have not registered in my mind. I imagine 
that Ezra Cole would probably give you some useful information on this 
part of your enquiry. 

As concerns the balance of your enqUIrles, I'll let you know just as 
soon as I hear from the London office. 

Finally my thanks for your renewal of your subscription for lists of 
prices realized. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~L~~v~"~ 

Director~ 
BDH:E 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED 



T ELEPHONE 

P L AZA 3-6481 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE & INSURANCE 

D IR EC T ORS 

H , R. H ARMER B. O . H AR M ER 

F . T. BUCK MARGARET M A HO NEY 

H· R· HARME R, INc. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

32 EAST 57 TH STREET 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

A L SO A T 39- 4 2 NEW B ON D STRE E T , LONDON , W.I. 

E STABLISHED OVER ~O YEARS 

MT. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

CABLES 

HARM E RSALE,NEW YORK 

LEADING AUCTIONEERS OF 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

" PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COl lECTION 

6th 
Augus t 
1952 

With further r eference to your letter of July 26th and my reply of July 
28 th, I ha ve a repor t from London answering your fou r specific enquiries . 
This infor mation was obtained from either Mr. E. C. Baker or Mr. Daven­
port of the GPO Public Information Department and either can be written to 
for further informati on c/o G.P.O., London, E. C. 1. 

1 . Registration inland 6p; "Letters to Prussia and beyond 9p". 

2. No. Only i n cash. 

3. The British fee for regis tration was 6p but this registration covered 
only transit to the port of despatch . 

Payment i n London could be made in cash or in stamps . 
Payment i n the Provinces was in cas h only. 

4. The London office comments that registered covers from Great Bri ta i n 
to the United States are ve r y rarely seen over there and also point out 
they would more likely turn up on this side of the Atlanti c. The did con­
sider the items to be very sca r ce in any event. They wi ll keep an eye 
open should any tu r n up but they write that "the chance of locati ng a 
batch ove r here i s slight". 

Subsequently I have received a note from Mr. Edwards of the London offi c e 
that he has found a registered cover, period 1854 from Great Britai n to the 
United States with a s hilli ng embossed and three 1841 2p. It bears a London 
"Paid" mark and superimposed the U. S. A. "Paid" mark. The owner be­
lieves that the th r ee 2p stamps covered the registrati on fee but thi s cuts 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED 



H· R· HARMER, INc. -2- Mr. S. Ashbrook 

across the information from the G. P. O. in answer to question two that 
registration fee was only payable in ca s h. This was presumably until 
the amended articles which were signed in March/April 1856. 

The party requires 30sh, equalling $4.20 for the cover should you be in­
terested. 

Sincerely yours, 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 

~~ 
Director /' 

BDH:E 



Mr. Bernard Harmer, 

~ H. R. Harmer, Inc., 

32 East .57th st., 

New York 22, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Hamer: 

Aue;. 8, 19.51'. 

I am indeed most grateful to you for the info:roe tion regarding 

Registered mail from Britain to the U. S. in the eighteen fifties. It 

is data that I did not possess. Thanks very much. 

I would like to have the 18.54 cover mentioned in your letter and 

if in the future you can locate any registered covers to the U. S. from 

G.B. I would appreoiate haVing sa~e submitted. 

Again many thanks. 

Cordially yours, 

(24-2.5) 



Aug. 8, 19.52. 

r. Harold .'. Stark, . 
P. O. Bmx 288, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Harold: 

Re - that Registered cover from G.B. that you sent me. I 
wrote to Bernard Hanner for some information and he referred my query 
to their London Offioe and they got in touoh with the G.p.O. Information 
Department, London E.C. #1. 

Here is the gist ot the data that he obtained - The Inland 
Registration ee was sixpence (6P.) - On meil to Prussia and beyond 1 t 
was 9P. On domestic mail this fee was payable only in cash. On Mail to 
the U. S. the fee was 6P. and they stated it could b'1 pa id e1 ther in cash 
or stamps. 

I uld not oount too much on t.he above as regards payments in 
cash or stamps 8S I think it depends on the pertod. Your cover indioates 
that at the time it was mailed that the fee could be paid in stamps but 
even before the Treaty, G.B. b.."\d for ye 1'8 hael a registration system and 
lButers to the U. S. could be registered, hut registration "coverse! only 
tr9llsit to the nort of despAtch." 

Har~er stated that hiA London Office reported th t G.B. Registered 
covers to the U. S. in the fU'ties wore v(~r:I rare. 

1 th regar! s -

Yours etc., 



12th August 1952 

MEMORANDUM H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

From: 
Mr. Bernard Harmer 

NEW YORK OFFICE .. ........................................ . 

To: 
Mr. Edwards LONDON OFFICE ............................ ........ . J • •• 

SUBJECT: 

I advised Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook of the registered cover you 
mentioned when replying to Mr. Ashbrook's enquiries. 

He is interested in the cover and I would suggest therefore that 
you send it to him direct at 33 N. I't. Thomas Avenue, Ft. Thomas, 
Kentucky, U. s • .t\. 

The price I believe was 30sh which I have advised Mr. Ashbrook 
equals $ .20. 

Should you hear of any more covers Mr. Ashbrook is interested and 
I suggest you write him direct. 

Dictated by but signed 
in the absence of Mr. Harmer 

CC: Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 









Ne" York, July 2Q, 1952. 
114 Erst e4th St. 

Depr StC'nley: 

ThFnks for your solution of the mystery th~t surrounded my 
Hong Kong cover. Now that I h€ve the frcts, I 2ppreci te this cover to +he 
utmost. It is evident that the foreivn exchrnge clerk ct Kew York knew his 
P.L.& R. and the ingenuity th~t he exercised celt inJy entitled his e~ployers 
to the extrF 6 cents. Ashbrook Servi.ce Issue #14 pI'FCti cFlly fl"'ve the 
~nswer in 2dvfnce to the problem thi saver presen ted. I 11': n S ~ 10 re th'" t 
the "over l/ll ozll,rn.C'rklng- on the cover had SOUle bee-ring on the mtttel, but I 
~s i~nor£nt of the fect thpt the Post Office Dept. hpd r~~hority +0 reroute 

'11" i1 cor, trp l'y to ins tructions of the sender. In moun t.i np- th is c over on ""'y 
lbum pc~e, which I expect to S10W t Exsrf, I sh~ll pr~sent th~ oroblem FS 

JOu did, Fnd then /2'ive your flnsV"er. 00n n Doyle never cre -l-ed more clever 
situ tion Fnd then surprised his bewildered reeders with F solution thf't VI'e S 
sa obvious. 

And now, Stanley, here is fnother problem cover. I em en'-Iosinf:r 
helt 'ith p cover from Jur1lsville, Pa. to BEvaric. This cover berrs r. 
v"'rticel pril' of the lO¢ le,)7, shov info! combinftion ef Types II rnc III, F 
7i 'S7 Type II Fnd e Ii '57 Tyoe v.(4~ R g) (This position Cfn be distin-

ished from 4?, ~2 and g~ R 3, rmonf othel thin~s by ~ s~£ll curl th t 
>:+ends irom the ri"'ht side of ornf''!lent "e" thro..lg-h the co10r1eE8 ov 1 ~nd 

• J 0 the beckg-l'ound of the medflion.) You must be frmilier "'ith this cover, 
~ince it beErs e notr tlon, ppPFrently in your h~nd ritin~, indief+inv hFt 
~h • e York ~arkinD' is in {'red ll

• I hEve never seen < "17" m['rking- before . 
. 'h t is the sign i f iCf.nce of the II 17" on this cover? I sUt)") os e the d r t.e in 
+he HF~bur~ postmErk on back is Dec.l, 11~g, rF.ther th n JFn.12,ln')~. ~or 
~ '!lament I thought 1 hed an early ~se of F Type V. 

And since we htve brofched the subject of Gerrnrn covers, dnesnt 
+ is Fr~nkfort <l/meln cover, herewi th, "per first stef'!ler vic- New York, Liver­
nnol nd Ostend", sho~ r lot of jnterestin~ post 1 m rkinrs front nd bEck? 

he eov°I' shows f ')i Shor~ to Ship rrte, terring p~il of l¢ 19~1 (53-~4 
IE 1) end c 7i C.B., rna the blue end red Ms m€rkin~E seem unusuEl. The 

Amerik--- /1 essen m~rkin~ seems to indicEte the cover made the Ion£" trip do 'n 
the hine niver. The GeJ'lTJr-n bpck at mp appprently reF-ds "Enf:rl.?nd rnd lFchen 
Ocp-n L tters (or "ill, Feb.~," (1~52). 

use· 
rnd 

ThE'n ks f or the tu rned cover showin§:: both U. S. pnd ~onfedel"- te 
I em enclosinf my check in the rmount of ~,)7.,)O - i7.~O for cover, 

plEnce on ~ccount of post"p-:e ch8I'P-'es. 

Mort V"ill rli ve in 1ew York on Uf7'?' 

Re StoloT. SFle, r w s responsible for et lees e hE1f do~on 
lots bein? ~ i thdr 'n bec use they \! e1'e incorrectly deseribec.. One lot hey 
promis ed to VI i thdH'w bu t didn I t We: S #1C. 'l"his s t~mp showed f!: red N. Y. 
cfrrier markin~ -nd not ~ "red U.S.Express Meil". If Jeck Molesworth thinks 
he ot a bargain, he is doomed to disPppointment. Lot #176 wes f type Vi. 
ftnd not e III. The two vertic~ls in the upoer m r~in should hfve been 
sufficient evidence to the so-cplled "c t louguertl. Perh TIS we should not 
be -too severe VI' i th him, b ece-us e th i s ~ (mp pIe t.ed e t:;R6, ehowing- double 
trFnsfer "'nd guide line, end the shrde he richest,deepe8t blue. I +ried 
to l2'et thi s s tc mp vi.. pri v(' te treE ty, bu t they refus ed to e ell. If the ~tol ov! 
Cf t~lofuer were to f'rl'f'ng-e the 24i 166c stc'11p recording- to shc:des, he vrould 
probrbly see only one sh;-de "vivid". I "'Rked him II1h:-t shC'd~ WPS "vivid" 'nd 
he ctuplly turned I1livid". 

With kindest regerds, 
~incerely, 

/ 



r. orris Fortgang, 
114 ' at 84th .it •• 

New York 28, N.Y. 

Dear orris: 

~uly 31st, 1952. 

Yours of the 29th received wi th the two covers which I return oorewtth . 
First the eov r to varia with a pay.M.ent of ?4¢ . I ramemb r this covel' quite 
well as it was ent to me by Dr. \ • S . Polland in ay 19.51. I mad a photograph 
at tl e time, a print 0:(' \hl.oh i~ enclosed herewith, which please retu;rn to IllS . 

I h ve rande an int ensive searoh for the corre pondenca ro - this oov r that I 
had wi th r. Po land at th t time 'Out have been unable to locate it. It is missing 
from the p~ e in my scrAp book and I don't knov wh8re I have it f'led. 

The use was apparently Nov. 18.58 and there as no rate of 2 ¢ to Bavaria 
at that time or any other time . ";oe my ne Cent, Vol. 2, pege 34~. l&iCh 1s the 
18.57 P .L. 6; R. t and the 18.59 edition sho s the same, as well 8::l ear11 r and lat er 
editions. The l . Y . postIl'.iJrk sn.O\1S "1 B. PKT" - end this cover surely ent Via 
Hamburg Packet at a rate of l!.5ii per 1/2 o'mee . The oredit fieure at bottom a -
pearu to be 'll'! 'Out I naver saw this type of msrk:1ne with a "17.' in fact. I 
am not familiar with ny l~ .Y . m6rking with a '17' (red) cT'adlt. 15¢ rate to 
Bavaria by "Hambur Pkt'l \"os entitled to 8 credit of lO¢. I thour,ht "map a verti­
cal pair of the 3 ¢ '57 os nisBing fron upp r right btl t there is no actual evidence 
of such a removal . Had thi been e 30¢ rate the credit in the .Y. r in would 
be ' 20" 2 x 10) . 'rhe back marking Sh01S "ID ." This is indeed an odd looking 
COy r but it docs look £)onulne. T e ~Te York ost ark rea B. II 9. Y - nAID -
Hi m. prr - NOV .5 - 11(1)". If this is a 17 11 I!mo of no r ason Y' the U. S . 
would have beeu entitled to 7¢ on a rate of ?4<;t - or why the U • .;). l, S entitled to 
7¢ for sim.ply -utting t is lErliter aboard. a Hamburg ,ail ship in New York Harbor . 
The date on the back in the Hamburg markihe is "!lec. 1. 18S8. 1t I thou ht at first 
thl:lt this mi ht have boen a ate beyond G rl'lsny. For example to Switzerland or 
some oth r destln9tion, b t the absence of any such foreign back ta pB lim in teB 
such a theory. Thr "17" should h,ve on '10" or a H20" but i:; <1 p.'lre tly does 
not show sny monkey- business . I am. ll"itin T)r. Polland if he can dig out my lClltor 
wi thout too much trouble . 

Morris" if you own this COVAr "ill Y' u 1'100 sa return it to e as uld 
like to show it to my friend Harold Stark of rtnn rbor, noh . 

He - the l¢ 18.57 on this cover. NaturallY the "dot in head" identifies it, 
but your ability to distir\guish the S:'1B.ll curl from. ornament' e" i8 truly amazing . 
Your eyes are indeed very sharp. I also not you spotted I'ly small "HED" which I 
tailed to erase. ood wQrt !orris, nothing pe s to eSCApe you. I like people who 
are thor:Jugh in everythIng they do. Dam fe would not.e that the 11711 in that post­
mark is rather extr ordlna~y. 

Regardin the co er. '0 C'relIllany showing the so-oalled .5¢ soore-to- ip charge. 
You oertainly have the fa(.lul~y of "spotting" unusual oovers. and leBs I run badly 
mistaken this 1s a rare q;ovel'~ It waB a use in lJ:anuary 18.52 and while v'e see a few 



J 

2. r. orris Fortgang - July 31st. 1952. 

covers to Germany with the 5¢"1847,1 believe a cover with R air of 1¢ and a 3¢ 
is very much more rare. Perhaps the reason 1s obvious - Our Postal Treaty with 
)russianwent into effect in October 1852, 80 covers with this 51t payoent in 18.51 
sts ps lould be round only of the period July 1851-0et. 18.52 inclusive. That 
a cover, such as t i6, is a gr at rarity, would be unknown t(\ the great majority 
of stud nts of 19th Oentury U.S. cov,rs. lhether the pair is 53-54 RlE or not 
1 do not kn~l as I h va no actual recon truction at hand for 01 tinge 

follo 6: 
He - tho back straight line - do you not think the t this reads aa 

lliRIKA 
PREUSSEN 

R - ort. ~hankB for mention tl: t he 111 be back in ew York next Sat-
urday. I hrad 1 tt r roM. Flee enatain to1 y stating he • d not h rd • rt 
end didn't Jo1O, m .ther he intended to nak lim a visit or not. 

I was pl a::;ad to racei ve your Co lent on the Htolo sale nd l'18y I thank 
you Verj kindly for the 0 eck for 57.50. I :11 be well supplied with o!':tag for 
some ti 0 to come . 

1 ice cool :' and Most '"eleome. 

Our best wishes to "r • Itortgane find you. 

Cordially yours. 

(1'4-26) 



Dr. • Scott Polland, 
Albert Blde •• 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

July 31st, 19.52. 

I haven' t he~rd from you fo r oome time and I am wondering if 
you have been ill or away on vacation. 

No doubt you remember a cover tha t you sent me in ay 19.51. 
It was to Bavaria in 18.58 - {New York "NOV 1.5 and showed a 24ct rate -
consisting of a vertical pair of the lO¢ 1857 - (Types II III) - a 
3rt 18.57 (II) and a l¢ 18.57 (Type V). It 'as from "CURLLSV~-..LE PA" to 
'IDINGOLl"ING BAVARIA" - (Baiern). It he d a red N.Y. Hamburg Packet 
marking with a 1117" at the lJottOI'11. This cover is now in my hands, sent 
to me severAl days ago by Marris Fortgang of J: Tew York. 

I have searched high and low for the correspondence that I had 
with you reeard~n.· this cover but it is missing from its proper file and 
I cannot locate it. Without too much trouble can you lay hends on the 
letter that I \ rote you? If' you cann6tnltimlft, it, don tt bother. Do you 
remember what our conclusions were regarding it? 

With beat wishes -

Sincerely your s, 



r. harold • 

P. o. 

tan • 

ox 288, 

ann hbbor. 1oh. 

Dea r Harold: 

July 31st, 19.52. 

By any oh oe do you O\1n a oovor to Ger:'1Bny s owing a payreent 

of S¢ ,tit pair of l¢ 1851 and a sing1 ;¢ 18,1'1 Such an it r.l is 

fu !lore r 1'e th n a cover with a .5¢ 1B47 to Gennany. The rea n is 

ouVlous,_ viz •• our '!'r aty ith PrtWsi went into effect in Ootol)or 18.52 

no more 5¢ paY'llente fter thet. I would be willing to weer thRt ynu 

do not have such a cov r but if so r..ay I ~e it? 

eear B. 

Yours etc •• 



liIr. Harold,. Stark, 
p. O. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Harold: 

Aug. 8, 19.52. 

Since r1 tins the enclosed let ter re - the covor to Bavaria, 
I dug out the enclosed cover to Baden - this shows a rate of 22¢ by 
" B. PKT" with a credit of "10." This was A use on June 15, 1860 -
Note the same HAMBURG marking on the back - This 22¢ rate to Baden is 
quoted in the 1859 P.L. ~ R. I wonder why we ohBrged 2?¢ and kept 12¢? 
I SUppOSI:.l the answer 1s that the 11 .S. P.O.D. paid the sea to lirurlburg 
and vhe 10¢ credit was from HaMburg to Baden. Perilaps the BavAria cover 
figured same wey in this 22¢ rate clas8 and was a 2¢ overpay - but even 
so that don't explain the "17" credit. I believe the enclosed BAden 
cover is quite unusual. I don't seem to have any record of a emiJ.ar one. 
If you want it the price is $15.00. 

I also enclose a covp-r to GerMany by French Mail w1th a rete 
of ?l¢. This was ?1~ per 1/1. 07. and 42¢ per 1/2 oz. - the use is Allg. 1860. 
Where 1s the credit? I think this is also a SCArce rate, don't you - The 
price on this is also 1.5.00. 

Wi th regards -

Enclosed: 
Cover to Baden from Chicago - Price 

" tt Germany • • • • • • • • • " 

ti' 
) 

Yours etc., 

15.00 
15.00 



:lleer Stanley: 

114 E.~4th St.~New York 2~, 
AUgust 3rd, 19,2. 

•• Y • 

Your letter~ JulX 31st is highly 8ppreciated. I am enclosing 
h rewith the Bpvpria cover. Yours is but to com~end." Perhaps Herold 
Stark cen ferret out edditionpl.info~ption on this cover. I obtEined 
this item from nr. W.S.Pollend ~n June of 1951. I have often wondered 
where Dr.Polland finds ti~e to prpctice his profession. He seems to be 

humen dynamo comparable to Neinken, Jessup, Ashbrook, etc. 

Thanks Stenley for your informetion regarding the ~¢ shore 
to ship cover to Germany. Before I sent it to you, it WfS just f.nother 
cover in my' collection; now it is one of the most outstpndin~ items I 
possess and I sh 11 show it at Exspe. 

Thanks also for the Cole photo of qlLlL. The "flat" print 
and the X scratch showin~ in the left scroll indicate the stamp ceme 
from the latest i~pressions of the plate, most likely Merch,18~7. Just 
as soon as I have "diges ted" my ma ter 1 and Exspa is out of the way, I 
Shall start work on my "maeterpiece" the "States of 9lL". 

reaches you. 
lights wps a 
would I love 

You will probably have he~rd from Mort by the time this 
He says he had a most pleasant trip. One of the high­

casual perusel of Jessup's "million dollar cOllection". Boy, 
to see it. 

Now a word about Wri~ht's lA. In a 'phone conversation 
I had with him 1 st Friday, after the usual preliminaries, I inouired 
about the stamp. From the tone of his voice and his indirect, evasive 
answers, I was convinced he was lying tnd that Ashbrook WFS e better jud~e 
of charecter than I em, end so on some pretext I did not invite him to 
dirmer. I would feel ill at e se in his presence. 

The follo~in~ dsy, Saturday, I received the enclosed letter 
from Eddie Beuer. I entertain no qualms ebout forwarding this letter to 
you, since Mr.Bauer intimates it is confidential only as far es ~ri~ht is 
concerned. Wright lied to Beuer when he told him I offered $450.for the 
stamp. You were Qui te correc t when you S8 id ~rright was hoI din~ out for 
the lest dollar he could possibly get Fnd that there WEl8 no "Avery". 

Re strip of 3, 61-62-63 L4 (l¢ '57 on cover): 
Beuer's plating is correct, although ere it not for the blind perforat.ions 
6lL would shOW prFctically nothin~ of the imprint. he perfs were clipped 
all around, the st~mps pen-cancelled end the ~eneral condition Df stamps 
end cover so miserable that it WtlS strictly "for the birds". Of course, 
I returned this i tern to "The Stemp King". ' hen he seys "I deFlt only one 

FlY, the right way", I wonder whether he d idn 't meen the "Wrig-h ttl we y. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 



Aug. 8, 19.52 • 

.Mr. Harold \1. Stark, 
P. O. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Herold: 

Here is a cover that I cannot explain. See if you can come 
up with any suggestj ons. It has a payment of ?4¢ Rnd bears an 
addr(ss to Bavaria (Ba1ern ) . The address is 1n German so I suppose 
there is little doubt that the destination was Bavaria. On the back 
there 1s a notation of "CURlJ..SVILLE PA TO DINGALFING, BAVARIA. ff 
The use was 1n November - December 18.58, and there was a Pennsylvania 
post office by that name at that time. 

The New York p stmark shows "By Hamburg Packet" and an ap­
parent "17," but I never saw any I.Y. "HAMB.PKT"· mrkine with a "17 
and I know of no »ate of ?4¢ or multiple. One could figure that the 
writer didn't know the real rate and may have overpaid but that don't 
explain the "17." The postMark don't look like 1 t had been faked 1n any 
way. The 1/2 ounce rate to Bavaria by Hamburg Packet was 1.5 ¢ and the 
U. S. credit on such mail was 12¢. The back staMP shows it went thru 

) Hamburg. 

I am stupped and have no explanat i on. aybe you can do betaer. 

Regards. 

Yours etc., 

G " e V' Be-! 0 f'\ 0(..5 

tv1 cH" V'~5 To r (' ~H(") 1 .> 



TR INITY 3·157415 

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company 
5930 COUlm.onwealth Avenue 

Detroit 8, Michig.an Aug. 13, 1952. 

Dear Stan, 

Enclosed is the cover that is puzzling you and it also 
has me guessing. There is no 24¢ rate except England . There are 
several 25¢ rates via Bremen or Hamburg to parts of what is now 
known as Germany and also parts of Italy. The writing on the cover 
is very indistinct, but it appears to be Bavaria, which would take 
the l5¢ rate. This cover seems genuine. Guess we will have to 
keep this in mind and perhaps later we will arrive at a solution. 

Check for ~30 enclosed for the other two covers . 

Am still looking thru my collection for a 5¢ rete to 
Germany with 3¢ and two l¢. Seems to me I have one in my collection 
some place. Will let you know. 

Best of wishes for the time being. 

Am rushed. 



Aug. 8, 19.5 2 • 

Mr. Morris Fortgang, 
114 East 84th St., 

New York 28, N.Y. 

Dear {orri s; 

Thanks fo r yours of the .3rd with the 24 ¢ QOV er to Bavaria whic h I 
have sent up to my good friend Harold Stark to examine. r wrote Dr. ~0118nd 
if he could send me the letter I wrote him Rbout the cover. He complied but 
the one he sent was not the one I wanted. and which I cannot locate in my 
files. Uow6Vnr, the one he sent WAS later than the first Qne and in it I did 
not have any explanation for the rate. I have no explanation for the tl17" in 
that N.Y. postmark and I have no record of any such a marking. I have examined 
it very carefully and I failed to see anythlnp that looked Uke it had been 
faked in any way. Maybe Stark: mieht discover something that I overlooked. I 
sent him a cover showing a 22¢ rate to Baden in the SUlIll'ler of' 1860. It has the 
N.Y. Hamburg Packet merkin£' and a credit of "10. 11 I wonder if the writer eot 
confused over the eorrect rftte and overpaid ?cf" but this sounds silly 8S he 
would not have put on the lcf, stamp. 

I mailed a copy of my current Service Issue to you on Thursday and 
you will note I rrava a bit of space to your .5cf, rate to Germany. If anyone turns 
up With a similar item I will advise you. 

He - tha 1. fellmv Vir1ght. I wi sh you luok and do hope you can succeed 
in obtaining the LA stamp. I try to avoid having any contact with people like 
him. 

I r p-turn the Bauer letter. I don't think I eVE'lr heard of this fellow 
and hope I never do. The chiselers in philAtely as a Rlle give me a Wide berth -
which is sure fine. 

No word from Mort since he got back. If you talk Wi. th him OVer the 
phone you might tell h-ifll the following - In a G-reen Sale by Harmer Rooke &: Cae 
Souren paid $3, '1.50.00 for the full pane of the lsi 18.57 Plate 4 (left). It se p.ms 
he sold it to some wealthy collector, who later turned it over to a dealer to 
sell. It seems the dealer died suddenly and the sheet has disappeared. The owm r 
is suing the Estate. ~bether it was Bouren who was entrusted with the re-sale. 
I do not know. Didn't I send you a photograph of that pane? 

With best Wishes -

Cordially your St 





5 



Telephone 
Ypsilanti. Michigan 

5065 -- 2287 

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company 
BOX 448 

ANN ARBOR. MICHIGAN 

July 26, 1952. 

Dear Stan, 

Just a line to show you the enclosed cover. 

I have never seen one like this before. The cover does 

not belong to me, but I might be able to have the person 

part with it. Wha t do you think it is worth" 

I have been wondering about the large "211. 

The cover is addressed to Charleston, S.C. and if that 

is the port of entry and the date of 1860 is alright 

there would be 3~ due. (6~ to port of entry). However, 

if it enter some other port the 2~ due would be correct. 

Does the writing in the left upper part mean the port 

of entry (Capers?) or is it just a notation. If that 

is the town, then where is Capers? 

Thought you might enjoy looking at this cover. 

P.S. Did Charlie send you check for Mich. Central cover. 

Believe he is going to purchase the other cover. He 

was supposed to write you o~tter. 



july 31st, 1952 . 

Mr. Harold • Stark, 
p . () . Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, itch . 

Dear Harold: 

I am fam1liar with steamboat covers into Charleston with this 
large "2 . " I have a record of another with a 3rt '57 and one with a,," 
1851 - ..... lso two Confed covers - one of ~h1oh sho Jed the "2" ule for an 
advertised letter. Of the first two nentioned one was addressed to 
Chrrleston, the other to a P.O . beyond ChErle-ton, thus iestins that a 
"Steamboat ,I fee of 2¢ \ as charged on letter to and beyond Gll rleston. 
Oli'hand I don't recall any reeular "Regulation" authorizing such a 2¢ 1'ee 
so I juuge some special ruling was made to a ply to Cmlrleston. I be­
lieve that a cover such a:.; this i6 a rarity and my advice is to try and 
buy it . Don't let few dollars prevent you tron doinfl! BO. This 1s 
really superb because the 112" 1s pertly on the stamp - all oth .rs, ae I 
'ecell, had the "2" on the envelope . I note there was nQ :r.O. y the nom 

of IICapersll nor c n rind any reoord of town by that name in the zniddle 
of t e last century. 

J. don't know a s ingle collel.ltor in Charleston to hom I mi 'ht 
write for same infozm tion. 

fifties, 
It does 
viz: 

( 1) 
(2) 
0) 

s, . possible th t Charleston had three fees in the lata 

hlp 6 
Steamboat 2 
lay 1 

Char 1. paid me for the.5¢ 847 COVGr and is still holdine; the 
Pan S n - It is great rarity en he should buy it • 

. ith best iahes-

Cordiull.r yours, 





/ 



I 

Dear stan, 

!--. ~. ~. !---
4I.$.!>-• • 0. 483 

Jack f. flnltsUtnrt~ 
P+,iI~-telic B,.oke'l" 

102 ~esnnt 

~06tott 16, ~66ad,u6ett6 

July 29, 1952. 

Many thanks for the confidential infor­
mation on the purchaser of the 24¢ Invert Block. 
I appreciate your sending this on as I sat I'd th 
1~. Rust the second day of the sale and discussed 
vdth him the possible realization on the block and 
whether or not it was a good investment. From our 
discussion I gathered that he would have little in­
terest over $15,000, but apparently he changed his 
mind. The total amount spent on any one item or at 
any one time doesn't seem to bother him as long as 
it appears to be worth the price asked. Don't con­
sider the Invert block much of a bargain at the 
price though. 

I'm enclosing another cover that Stark 
seemed to doubt for some reason and suggested that 
I send on to you. Would appreciate your opinion 
and signature on the back if you feel it is o.k. 
Advise your fee and I shall remit promptly. 

Orders for the l:ulfekuhler stuff are 
coming in very well, but can't tell yet how much 
will sellon the first offering as a lot is out 
on approval. 

With best lishes, 

( ; 0-4 



, 

I 
.. 

llr. Jack E. lloleswl!1rth, 
102 Heaoon St., 

l3oston 16. ass • 

.ueer Jack: 

July 31st t 1952. 

Herewith the cover to Leiman as per yours of the 29th. TM.s is 
qu1te a nice little study and I think it ould stump most ttny udent of 
foreign rate covers. Here is the point - If the oover is bad then it 
has very little valu out side of the sto pB themselves - On the oth r 
hand, if it 18 enuin, then it has real value. Here w hBve a payment 
of 60¢ end a credit to the British of 32¢. NoturallY the questi on rise 
why did \':6 keep 28 sf and give the ,'ri tieh t'8 ¢? Th8t surely don tt ake 
senae, es~ c1ally in view of the fact that 11 e ere entitled to was 10¢. 

I am pleased to adv1se you that th cover is eenuine in all re­
t;pects and here 1s th correet analysis. The use from Holme 1io19, kes • 
";88 early in lay 1869 and the lE'tter 'ant to ew York tnd t ence by Br1tish 
Packet to England. 'here was a rate at that time to labuan I"~ J r nch al1" 
of 30¢ per 1/4 oz. and vidently the po~tm ster at Hom s Hol odv1s d th 
sender to r~ te it th t way. lnas uch B the letter was ov r 1/4 oz. t t "0 

ratos Jtll'e eh' rged. 1h n the lett r re ched the Now York Orfio it was 
found that the quickest routing w by IIBritish £111, Via arseilies" at a 
rate of 42¢ pe 1/2 ounce, 01' which our share ~as 101- and thE'\ British was 
j2¢, hence the 32 credit. In other \'Dr s, the U.S. J •• reoeiv d an 0 rpay 
of 18¢ due to a change 1n rat! , ,he error bei e the bad advioe 8i Ten to 
the $ender by the postmaster t HolrLs Hole. I am assumin6 the postwark: of 
that ofl'ice i correct as per notati on 011 tho back. 

'l'he Cottle corr spondence 1s well YJlown and J. have yet to run 
across ny COY rs that exhibited any monkey-business. N turally U OOY r 
sho ing a 60; p YPl nt by ,/71 an 1,100 1 ost unusual and f".JJ.j' be uniQue. I 
think your ~r1ce of 40.00 1s very reas n ble. 

.y fee for the above is 3.50 • 

S ncerely yo\ ta, 









J u l y 31st, 19,2 . 

r . Jilliam H. aisel, 

2826 ~ • How rd St., 

Baltimore 18. d . 

D ar r . isel: 

Her "ith th One Cent 18.51 as p r yoars of the 26th. Yo 

are quite oorrect, this 1 not a top ro s"ta p fro Plate:5. n it r 

is it the orack po lt~on 9R.3 . He,ever, it 1s I' " relief' at p r m 

!>1 te .3 and shows a ar ok at left wh1 ell is a bit 8inilar to .he one 

on 9R3, ae you 111 not~ from the diagr en los d. 

8y I t = you verr] kindly for the one dollar. 
, 
I Very truly YOUTS, 

\ 

) 
( 24-2~) 





WILLARD C. JACKSON 
STAMPS AND SUPPLIES FOR COLLECTORS 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 l'. . Pt. Tl-:o.nas Ave 
I't. 'l:homas, Kentucky. 

Dear L~ . Ashbrook: 

STAMPS OF ALL COUNTRIES 

FOR ALL COLLECTORS 

325 Bewley BUilding 

FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS 

July 28, 1952 

A.P.S.20832 

T. P. A. 515 

I am enclosing herevvith three (3) United States 
State Department high values mint which I just 
received from the Downtovm Stamp Co. of rewark, 
Hew Jersey and for some reason I can't make up 
my mind OY these particular copies and would 
like your opinion. I ha ve a sale for these items 
but since I am not positive about them, I prefer 
to ha ve a le tter on them before finishing sale. 

Please advise fee for services and I will remit 
proIdptly. Postage and registra tion for return 
enclosed. 

Scott lIOS . of enclosed stamps are 



July 31st, 19.52. 

r. illard C. J'ackaon, 
32.5 Bewley Bldg., 

ort .orth 2, Texas. 

Dear ,'r. Jackson: 

Herewith the three high value Sates. I do not pass on 
revenues, envelopes, Departments, locals, etc., as all such material 
itJ out ot o.y line . Ho 'ever, in thl caLe it io;> my opinion that 
the..,a three items are rank Cvunterfeits ond . fl"El made in Gennany 
'beJ.ore Woritl1 It:Jr I. SometirQ.es they have an ov rprint of "FACSr IILE" 

putable 
stung. 

In buying expensive stamps one should deal only With re­
ealers . If one deals \lith gyp-aT ists they deserve to be 

If there i any doubt that I might be . r nB abcut these 
co ies I suggest you return thEm to the dealer and inform him you ill 
'buy them, nrovided, they furnish you \Ii th 8 certificate of Benuineness 
issued by the Philatelic Foundation of New York City. 

No fee for the above . 

'1 th re8 r s. 

Sincerely yours, 

(24-30) 





Paris,July 22 nd . I952, 

Dear Dr . Ashbrook, 

'~at do TOU think about thi~ pnclo ed letter? 
I believe it is a fake . I think originally the 
l"'tter Eent fron: : e -- York h"d 15 cts . strmp~ , 
wich ere removpd . 

fter the fakerrutted on a stamp with the 
Ne -Orleans fteamship , and ainted the circulrr 
line on the letter . And also added in hands the 
inuide manuscript notice Durege , liavane •••• 

This i tAm was bought more than t'Fenty years 
go in a London sale by the present mrner •. 'any 

ye~r~ before the Zareski's arrival . In fact , even 
to day no french crocker could have the idea to 
add ~uch a mention a ... tpe inside Habana . Here 
nobody kno' Steamship is only an arrival 
r:ostmark • 



Mr. Marcel Levy, 
8 Rue Lagarde, 

Paris, France. 

Dear J..r. Levy: 

Aug. 4, 19.52. 

Regarding the cover contained in yours of July 22nd, which arrived 
by steamer mail. In my opinion, this was a stampless cover that was sent 
prepaid and it is quite possible that the letter Originated in Havana and 
was sent under separate cover to New York City and there put into the U. S. 
Mail to France by the Forwarding Agent fimn whose handstamp appears on the 
back. I cannot detect any faking of tlie French postal markings as to dates, 
etc., and this also applies to the red Ne York m rk:ing. The 10¢ stamp -
Type V - did not ott loote on this cover and the "Steamship 10" markinf' is a 
fake. The 10¢ Type V stamp was not issued until May 18.59. 

I am wondering how you knew that this "Steam.ship 10" was an imita­
tion of the Ne'rJ Orleans type. I would greatly appreCiate advice on that point. 
I would like to hold this cover a few days so that I can show it to several 
close "friends. By any chance, could you let me acquire this as I would like 
to add it to my fake reference collection. If you will advise the price I 
will gladly nay same4 

Regarding three stamps t t I am holding for you, viz: 
1¢ l8J1 - Type IV - 97LlL 

lO¢ 1860 
.5¢ 18.57 - Henna 

I regret that I have not been able to dispose of these for you at what I con­
sidered satisfactory prices. The 90¢ has fake gum, and the 5¢ 18.57 is cut into 
at top by the perfs. If you wish I will send these three copies to Dr. 
Polland, (San Rafael, Calif.) or I will return them to you. Be so kind as to 
advise. 

With regards -

Cordially yours, 

(24-31) 



Yr. Harold • Stark, 

p. O. Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, 1ch • 

Dear Harold: 

Mr. MARCEL LEW 
8 RUE LAGARDE 

PARIS, 
FRANCE 

Aug. 4, 1952. 

This has just been sent to me for my opinion - 80 I should 

return it without any delay but I wanted you to see it, so please 

return it to me as soon 8S possible. 

This 1s sure a HONEY and I am COl to try and acquire it. 

See if you can dope it out correctly. Later I will send you photo-

graphs of it. 

ith regard -

Yours etc., 



TR INITY 3-5745 

Electro - Arc Manufacturing Company 

Dear stan, 

5930 COllllllonwealth Avenue 

Detroit 8, Michigan 

Aug. 6, 1952. 

Eno1osed is the oover you sent for oomments. 

The oover is a double rate stamp1ess to France in 1859. 

Amer. Pkt. and a credit to France of 2x6¢--12t. 
V 

The 10¢ type has been added and faked with the 
V 

Steamship 10. The 10¢ type was not issued in Jan. 1859. 

Clever faking. 

The cover privately, probably came from Havanna 

and was put into the mail in New York by the forwarding 

company. If so their should have been a 30¢ stamp on the 

oover. I doubt whether the oover was sent to France with 

the amount paid in cash. 

Dont forget Sept. 27th for party at my p1aoe. 



Mr. Herold • Stark, 
P. o. Box 288, 

Ann .Arbor, ich. 

Dear Harold: 

Aug. 8, 1~52. 

Yours of the 6th received with return of the faked cover. to 
France. I thoueht maylle I might trip you up on this cover as it has a 
very convincing look. Yesterday I ~iled you a copy of my Service Issue 
No. 17 and you will note I included a photogrflph of the COVflr together 
with a write-up about it. This oover waR sent to me by Marcel Levy of 
Paris. He frequently sends me items that he picks up from Paris dealers. 
You will recall that he sent me that S.L. "Registered" cover that you 
purchased. 

He - the "Steamship" cover, he wro e AS follows, quote: 

I'Thia item wes bought more than twenty years ago in a London Sale 
by the present Qv,ner. {any yeHrs before the 7..areski' s arr! val. In fRct, 
even today no J;'rench crOOkor could haVR th idea to add such A mention as 
the inside Habana. Here nobody knows Steamship is only an arrival postMark." 

I hov known Levy for ten or 'Ij elve years And nav r had ocoasion to 
be at all Busplci/')us of any of his ctions 0 transactions but ooe t ing 
puzzled me about this cover and his letter. s you are Aware, there were 
various types of this "Steamship 10" M.erkings - used at New York, Mobile and 
New Orleans. l!'urther, the great majority of mail fro1!l. Havana to the U. S. at 
this period was brought to New York. I found that this fake Marking was an 
imitation of the New Orleans type - 28MM. lhat I oouldn't figure out was a 
paragraph in .Levy' B letter, quote: 

"After the faker putted on a stamp wi th the New-Oreleans Steamship 
and painted the Circular line on the l~tter. ,t 

How did he kno th1s was the New Orleans type? I iml'ledlately rrote him And 
put that query to him. 

I note that you were a bit skeptical about the 30¢ beius paid in 
cash , but this covr was undoubtedly such. No stBl'lPS were rePloved, but the 
mail clerk neglected to rate the letter. It shoulc have had a "}0.1t You 
will recall that' while postage on dOl'lestio mail was reqlired by stamps that 
tlis did not apply to foreign mail. 

He - the D.P.S. meetine on Sept. 27th. Charlie mentioned on the 
phone that the party was being given by him and you, but I understood it was 
to be at Adrian. I probably got the 'Wrong impression. He told me that he 
had invi ted Henry Hill and Bllden of tinnespol1s and I suggeHted he invite 
Brookman. I am going to try and attend. 

.1 th regards - Yours etc., 

( 24-31) 
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Mr. Stanley 3. \shbrook, 
33 N. Ft. homas Avenue, 
Ft. Thomas, I~y. 

Dear ~r. Ashbrook: 

169 East 74th st., 
New York 21, -l.Y., 
July 30 , 1952. 

I have recently a.c(~uired a cover wi U t he "rare 
K w Y:>rk Ocean i:ail markinG" which I thought would inter­
est you. It is the niddle one on the enclosed hotostat, 
the letter being from Canton via r~arseilles to New York 
and Philadelphia. Another cover of the ~ame correspond­
ence with a different markins is shown at the botto~ art 
of the )hotostat. These are arrival markL.gs. 

! atch 
by yo 
tion. 

The cover at 1e top of the hotostat is ' dis­
arkin~. This, I presume, is the cover mentioned 
in stamps, J.lne 8,1940, as in tbe Bin,-,ha,n collec­
T ac lired it a cou le of years a,-,O. 

The .hotostat is for yo~r files. Do you not 
think it of interest to find this lU;"'lrking on Chi .a mail? 

T.F. B1trke. 



r. J. }l'. Burke, 

169 East 74th St., 

Ne York 21, N.Yo 

Dear r. Burke: 

Au • 4, 19.52. 

'l.~ank:s very much tor your kind Dote of the 30th enclosing the 

three photostats. loan assure you that I a pleased to have these 

and to add th to my reoords. 

Yes, the t ay 2111 cover was one th t was loaned to me by 

ank Bingham some years ago. I believe I antioned in my article that 

the aeon cc !er of 'tirch 18, 18.50 as the earliest I had recorded ot 

th1~ type and to this date I have never run across an earlier use. I 

don't suppose I h ve made much of an effort to search for the latest 

uses, but your June 26, 1852 appears to be later than any I have re­

corded. 

Again, thanks tor your kindness. 

Sincerely yours, 

(24-}2) 





Mr. ;r ohn Mertke. 

3.500 N. Janssen, 

Chic ago 13. Ill. 

Dear ir. Mertke: 

Aug. 13. 19.52. 

Herewith the cover as per yours of the loth. 

I regret to inform you that the cover is fraudulent and naturally 

was never used in the Oonfederacy. 

There is no f ee for the above opinion. 

Very truly yours, 

(24-34) 
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r. ~8ck ~. Moleswnrth, 
102 Beaoon St., 

Boaton 16, Mass. 

Dear ~ack: 

Aug. 14, 1~.52. 

Herewith the 1869 COVHr to Switzer1 nd (May 1870) as per 
yours of the 12th. 

The rate was 1.5¢ at about this tiMe - so there was a 3rt '69 
which is f!lisslng - too bad for the combination of 2 - 3 And 10 to pay 
this rate is nice and far from common. Incidentally at about this 
time the rate was cut to 10¢. 

Ho - the 7RIE. I made a ,hotoera')h by Ultra-Violet and if 
you have any use for a print I will be glad to [;end one to you. 

\ieill mUAt have sold the cover to SOl!le collector in Texas but 
I have ho idea who he was. 

I am su!'e the t Hill didn't buy that Invert Block Rnd I know 
that Krug didn't. There must have been two buyp.rs who ~ere willing to 
pay over $21,000 for it. That poin t is interesting. 

You can rest assured tho t I will "treat as strictly confidential 
all information re - Rust. 

~ was pleased to hear of your satisfactory dealings with Gene 
and also pleas ed to learn thftt you have been very suooessful with the 
sale of tI.e collection. My hearty coneratulet ioos. 

1th best wishes -

Cordially yours. 
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Dear Stan: 

~.----- .. -...<e> •• @ou •• -----.~ 

tJfenry fA.7ne!}er 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET 

TELEPHONE 5-6380 

EVANSVILLE .11. INDIANA 
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Aug. 17 , 1952 

~~ for your letter of Aug. 9. I .nll follow your suggestions 
ebout getting d.ate coverages of STEAl.1jHAlTWITLLO and the rest of the 
series from Edgar , also from " . R. ?orker and Eo..rl ITru-;lilton. I also 
~ve several other names out there on the coast who might know. But 

first I will wait and see what I get from Edgar, as he already has the 
request . e h 2S promised help, but he msn ' t promised. when it mIl be. 

A number of ~~tters have ?ccumulated hich I want to write to you, 
none of then individually lengt1lY, so I ' ll try to make the aggregate 
short also . 

Ecnlosed. for your file are :photographs of the three covers belonging 
to John S. Campbell with the STTIUB . & I~~A. R.R. jO. postmark. ~~e com­
~lete facts ~bout the~ appeared. in A. P. for April, 1950. 

Are you acquainted wit 1 Hiss Katharine ratthies ' cover with pair of 
12c and. single 3c 1851 with l")ostmark L. TILIE & CHlTI !AIL LUlE to J.""ris? 
I enclose a print f or your file . I want to Show it in my book, and I need 
some help to explain all the marks . So, on a separate sheet I will type 
some questions, wit. space opposite for you to rrite or check or type the 
answers. It will save you a little time . 

Re S~_.AUjPAlMl.[A , H. C. Nathan has it i n 1865, so Robert S. Gordon l,s 
l ate d.ate of IB67 does not sound unreasonabl e at all . 

Re the big oval ~ of San FranCisco , 43 x 21~ rtlI11. , here is a bit of 
data: I lu~ve seen it myself from 1854 t o 1857, alw~s black. If you can 
extend the elates , I will be glad. I t usually is accoffi!Janied by the :bcmd­
stamped rate mark 1Q; but in a few cases by the nanuscript rate llk~k 11. 
I CD.1ll1ot figure out a reason. -' c regulations on TI8"3 fe e s were not changed 
d.uring the period 1854-57 , nor for l ong before those years, nor until 1863 , 
hen the 8"3 fee w['.s aboli shed.. It was just the first of the year 1853 when 

the _Tew Orleans :,Jost office received orders t o stop charging the extra pe:o.rw 
on prepaid letters ; but 1853 d.oes not seem to be involved wi th the CI . F . ca se , 
a nd. as far as I can renember , none of those letter s with the big • . 3' . mark 

ere ~repaid, all TIere collect , so all should have been 11. Strange tllat 
most of them are 10 , and. 8 few are 11. 

In my book (which is now neari ng completion) I am t:k1ldng a lot of use 
of quotations from • • L.& R., and you have saved. me the troubl e of going back 
to original sources to get the sections , by printing them in your Vol . II. 
I will aclmowledge the help you h8.ve thus given me , as well as help by means 
of corresl~ndence about direct questi ons. 

Yours sincere ly , 



Mr. Henry A. feyer, 
.516 Read St., 

Evansville 11, Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

Au • 21 , 19.5 2 • 

Yours of the 17th received ith the four photographs. Thanks very 
much. 

First regardin~ the cover with 27~ to Paris in Morch 18.53. There 
as no such a rate as 27¢ - The Hew York and French morkings both show that 

it was transmitted by Amer. Pkt., the "Collins Line" and the rate was 21¢ per 
1/2 ounce. \e had no treaty with France ~t that time, hence mail ent via 
England or direct to France . Re - the former - if by "British Pocket" (Cunard) 
all that a person had to pay \~S 5¢ whioh was the U. S. share of the U. S. 
British Treaty rate. This is sometimes called the shore-to-ship rate, but I 
don't like that term as "shore ll could have meant from St. Louis or New Orleans 
to New York, thence to the British mail ship or from New York to the ship. I 
think the sender of this letter misunderstood or perhaps he didn" know that all 
the postage required was .5¢ if he wanted it to go "Br. Plct." or 2l¢ if ~ent by 
the Collins Line. My guess is that it originated at some "\Iay" stop bet '( en 
Louisville and Cinoinnat1 and was mailed direct with the ail Agent, who can­
celed the stamps. reh 1st, in 18.53, was Tuesday and the Cunard ship was due -
to sail on uednesday the 2nd, so of course it nissed that sailing - rather than 
hold up until the next Cunard sailing of the 9th, the New York F~reign Dept . 
sent it by a Collins steRmer whioh sailod on Saturday, the 5th. Perhaps when 
the sender addressed the letter he thought it could reaoh New York by the 2nd, 
but he later learned it ,as too late so put on a pair of l2¢ stamps, thus over­
paying. I don't know why the extra 3¢ stamp is on the cover. Mail to England 
or France by the Collins Line had to be nrenaid to insland (24¢) - or to the 
British Frontier (21¢). I enclose a photo of cover showing the 2l¢ rate by the 
Collins Line with 8 decimss due in Franoe. 

Steam - Mam1'.8nlllo - I wos sorry to learn that jessup had not supplied 
you ith the data you require. May I suggest that you write him and request him 
to please assist you as the data is most important to the work that you are doing. 
He is a very way man but if you keep rominding him he will comply. How about 
Dr. Polland? 

"STEUB ~ INDA. R. R. /0." Thanks for the three prints. I reoall the 
artiole and I think it was very interesting. It displayed some tine research 
\ork on the part of john Campbell. I believe I had some correspondence with him 
on the subject. 

Aflain the '27tJ cover. I negelected to ment ion that this 00 ver was sent 
to me about seven or eight years ago by Don Malcolm of New York and I lIB de a poor 
photo at that time. I have no reoord of what I wrot e him regarding it at that time. 

"Steam - Panama" - Knapp had a oover that he loaned me years ago showing 
a use in Jan. 1863 - no doutt it was in the First Hnapp Sale. 



'\ 
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~2. Mr. Henry A. Meyer - Aug. 21, 1952. 

year date 
sixties. 
follows: 

I enclose a photo showing a cover with a penoil "1861" but this 
is wrong as S.l. did not use this type of postmark until late in 
I also find I have a photo of 8 cover with bank note stamps as 

6¢ - 39 - l¢ - no year date but probably April 1871. 

the 

San j' rancisco \ 'AY in double line oval. I enclose photo of a Jessup 
cover of Nov. 6, 1854 - this is the earliest I have recorded - Further, I don't 
s eem to have any recol'd later than 1857 but I am of the opinion it was used 
much later. All covers that I have been have a "10" due - none ore rate "11" due. 

Are you not a h1 t confused on the Way ~'ee? For example, 1 t is my 
opinion that a letter like the enclosed of "Nov 6 1854" was urou{l)lt to S.F. by a 
regular mail steamer, hence no "Way Fee. II I would like to see a cove r with ll¢ 
due, as surely it would mean that a Carrier had been paid l¢ Way Fee. 

You cited the New Orleans case. It was an isolated case - a special 
ruling that applied only to New Orleans. (As I understand that case). 

I was pleased to learn that the P.L. d R. reproductions in my Vol. 2 
h ve proved helpful to you. It is postal data that had never been published -
that is, in any philatelic publication. When I first got hold of tho P .L. &: R. 
books I considered I hod struck a gold mine. 

My kindest regards -

Cordially yours, 

(24-;6) 
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Aue. 26, 1952 

Thanks for o~' letter of Aue. 21. Since it uas sort of discus~ion­
letter, nd sinco come of the u .... tters were not settled by 'Ii t i1hich you 
-'rote, but need furt :ler consideration, I'll continue t em now. 

,Piss I'll '"':.9pend a nC"\7 S loet with ~r revised analysis, 
it' room fo:' rour COmr.1Emts. I ac:r£'e that the n~ .. ne of lihe addressee is not; 
~il telicall im~ortant; but I ~ometimes like to dr tize a cov~r a little. 
A n~llle hel' s in thus dr.l.m tizirlf; it. 

You t ink the cover as ~icked uta lay stop. I think it uas m~iled 
:=tboard the bont " ortly . efor S le cast o:::f. ' e "1'0 both guessing. But I 
l1e.ve at least two good re"'sono for r~ €;uess . Let me s·tate t em: 

1. T'Ae letter is addrossed to the said ol1sieur :'0 <'sangs, but 'lote that 
it i for .• I (or J.?) ~pelding . bi~~ of Loui~ville. Isn't it a good deal 

i ore likely t t a )riest or inmortant 'l)o.ris.1ioner ill Louisville (::)robably one 
of the priests of t:le c<>thedr 1) . "S ri tiD.€; to i s.:10 ldin..:" than ooebod¥ 

t a ~ .stop? 

2. It S t.10 original iutention of the sender to h.1.ve the "postage cha.rgecl 
to ~ox 307. (0 on't need to discuss that system; e understand it.) nat 
to n bet-een ouisville and Cinciruk~ti 7as at all likely to laV 307 ost office 
bo:ms? Perhaps I:c.dinon; perhaJ?s Ri~ing ... un; "'1erhaps VevD.'3'; I doubt whether DllY 

of tlem did, but it's a o"'sibility. :But , none of them are ill Bishop Spalding 's 
baili ick. Of cour e , omebod¥ in one of t'om could be i1ritiIlb to :lim, ut it 
i~ lots more likely that it .- s somebody in Louisville, observinc both tho nd.­
dres~ee ~lld the ·gh-nunber box . 

I elieve , ~hen e consider t.o pl!"lces 0: origin of 'ny mnil , and ql ays 
~ug~ost ~ ay stop , t et 0 1'0 verI prone to rrinirr~ze tle number 0= let~ers 
. hich very lik ly ere brou.:ht to the tr in or t 1e boat or the ship ju"t before 
loaving-time. To the P .O.D., t'ley ver in exactly t e srone caJliogory as the let­
ters pi eked up alon~ the wey; but let' n not overlook them • 

.... ince the ~ri tel' d inten ed to sond the letter, pre aid , rl th the postage 
c' l' d to is quarterly account, "but mi<"'ced the mail at the -nost office becm e 
it had closed, he took t:'l letter do. 0 t~'e . oat. l)id he. ve t~o 12c st s 
it 1 im? :nd Iso D. 3c stamp? t.ore likely he - aid the route ae;ent the money, 

and the routo agent su~plied. t 1e strunps. len ".hy t:le overp' ont? 11, the 
tables of postage l' tes 'ere not easy to intol_ret. If -le route agent and the 
rriter were de ~ting ov~r t c provi~ions in col~~ 3 of ig. 56E, ~. 323 of your 
Vol. II, and the captain Yl s t :PJ.Jirrc the bell as a u£'.rning, I>1'0 abl t e n'i ter 
... id, l'I mow it' 24 centc to '''ngland, "'0 it must be at least as rffilch t;o :r&lce . 
let's ""ut on 2, cents. II .1at lffilC 1 70uld l11:"ke sonse , '"no -rine t1mt; it hc'1.d to 00 

one in a } urry. -,ut w· 3 cents more? ~hat is any ody's @,1.l.css . 
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In C":.uck Remele IS 

from ~cson, Arizona, 
on. If some collector 
r.ight J.1 not t'lil1k u_ 

- 2 -

1 st le-~ter, '16 ;;rote: tiL, st ~ e I r"'ceivea. a letter 
i t:l a 6c ah'nl.S.il and. a 3c co ernorati ve, "oth nicely tied 
~lould :ind ~ nt letter in 2052 , hat f tastic theories 

to account for t'lat "mount of postage? 

Vestc~day in one mail came an ain~l card from JOln ~. C~ ell ith t e 
i rinted 2c st~ and a 3c edhesivo , ~nd an ordinary c rd from Ji~ i~ver en­
nouncing a changc- of address, . i th a lc and a lic stCL1P 011 it. I '1 ~ :put those 
, ith C'-uck's cover, 'lna. let "lim c c: e t' em .., ~- some :ler to be found i:1 2052. 
...Iut --'''1nen 2 cent is r'lre~dy too much, it is pZ' tt - _" d to ccoU:."1t ::01" 3c more. 

~;::';';;;;.;J :;.:~~==:.;:::':::';:' etc . ' s my list Si:1C th f':'rst TI e:!.: in en'~ 7', 
ill tB_re cr'''' of the D.atter, but no 

rE'sults 'ro fortlComing . I ill rite him ['..gain , to 1'0 c .. lim just after La 
. P . S. convention, and tell him that I E'ln holding space 0 en in r - illustr tione 

and my c"eck list for those ~hic' lC is goinG to send, :-"'l.6. that t=-e entire manu­
script is h nging in tho bclf'.Ilce until I get his date a.,'1.d 'lotogrl:p hs • 

• it:1 the d tes ic" 01.1 and I Joth "ve recorded, I t" ink e 
are s~£e in acc .eting Ro~er~ s. Gordon'p e~- ~an of 1863-66, nd I 
'''ouldn I t"O ror- l'i sed if -e coul extend it to 1 67 or 1868 ElO;;!(, a.av' by eing 
cov 1'8 i t"ler ~i th ntes or i th cihr~cteristics kllO ;n to us for t:.ose ,y-ears. 
On the hotogran'l you enclose" , ou,. e right, Sa.."1 ... rancisco die. not use t-1at 
~o""'n m rk until 1 tc in t" e 60 ' p • Stre.nge, e do not -l"'ve i',j listed in the 

ii Jook. e the cove~ '~it bank not stumps 6c - 3c - lc, I Ullderstand you 
to n an that the cover h.:"s the teElmj a.nema [,1': rk. '0 you think e can safely 
put dOi7n a 1 to d.a.te of 1671 for the Ste'" .1jp&"18lD.!"-> W'rk? 

id you l' alize t:w..t t:l photo you sent me of te~-rn/".anar. is I1l\V 0 m cover? 
I hcV o t'l cov r f'l.nd t __ e photo side by side . I have ~ on on erin; ov"'r that 
cov r a lot 1 tel. oland I ". d it out for discussion t e other day. It 
'~s obviously lost a £tao::?, and t" t lost stomo uac not t e c~u"e of t:le ue- ."Irk 
"10." On n~ 344, I find t"lat ~1 c r te to P'i.l'l8lIla as 10c if under 2500 niles, 
20c if ov l' 2500 miles. re~bly, then, the srune 'ould be charged from ."'nama; 
or ar:1 I 'rong? "/omin.o: from .an'-' ua, but not in the :c il fro, '->.!l8Im, but on a 
non-contra.ct "'teamer (~~lat i ~ i7hat Sterun 1 cans) ":1<>t cou1:l t 10 stcr.r:J ~ve been, 
~nd i7~, to t 1{S a total c~~rGe of that stem, ~lus 10c plus 10c? 

If, upon oins ~ut ~board ~ ship at al~ it becrune subject to the rate 
fror.! the e"st coast to C liforni"', -oy that time that . ~s 3 cents. It,"s e.fter 
t" e lOc rate ant out. Do we hz~e an her, any specific directions for r tirg 
letters from " foro~g:1 counJ.;!'y to tAe U.S., miled at shipside on a U.S. non­
mail shin, and aIrs dy -De"'ril1~ some U.S. postage? I onder if a;ny .ostmaster 
l'eally kne hat to do in such,., c coo. lis letter could not have been very 
much oV03rweight; por~la1?s 2 rq'ves (but I doubt it), mt certaL11y not 3. I ill 
never feel aui te right . bout this cover until I llave it analyzed. Al t lOug;.l the 
1861 is written ag"'.in on th'" back, I agree tha.t it is wrong. :Both t.le 1861 on 
the front nd the one on the back were erased before I got the cover, but the 
one on t.e b ck still sho s. 

Sa::l "'ra.ncisco "ay: You sCl\Y' you _1aV never seen one lit. 11 cents as the 
rate. I have seen t o. One of them is on its VIa;! to you right n07, from ",'eal; 
the ot~er belon~s to I. C. athan, 519 Cnlifornia St ., San racncisco 4. ~oth 
re 1854. .1' . Jatl1all .on1t send you his cover, but he will send you a ~ ota. 

I believe tl1at rour record of ~ l~te d~te of 1857 will -lave to stand, until 
• e find one later. I lave s0en aoout 6 cOJ;lies, and 1857 i G m.v latest, lso. 
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- 3 - Continued AUS. 28, 1952. 

Am I confused on the ~ fee? rro, I 8Z not confused in the least. I as 
never mry clearer on a.n;rt: ing. I only ':rish I \7ere as clear on t- e steam fee as 
I In on the uo:y fee. 

II ,~" !:leans broUE'..Jlt in by a c rrier on :lis ay Jet een post offices, rum 
'L.l.e carrier mi&'lt be n Dounted '''ost-rider, a sta.c;ecoach driver, the conductor 
of ? tr'lin, or a C"." tElin of a. steam-ooat. ..0 esse:ltial t: ing9 thE;!; rJrke a \TrIg 

lct'~er such, are (1) there is a il contr"'ct bet een t· ... c P.O.D. ctnd tho boat, 
tr2in, etc., bringins the letter, and (2) t:.ere is no route a.cent abo['rd. If 
there ere a route a~ent aboard, the letter would DG ~ostm£rked .ith .is route 
8gcnt'.s nark; since t:J.ere was none, the letter entered the mail at San Francisco 
£Iud received t:le " Ic~tI !:l rk t' .ere. 

I~¥ letters from at le"'st 1802, c,ne. :::)Orll"'D earlier, r~ted a 1 cent fee 
to the cerrier, ~nd this contillUed until 1863, llen the 1e.:y fee as aboli shed. 
On \T~ letters in gener'~l, tlle 1 cent "as ch"'r~ed to the ac"..dressee (e:?'ce!Jt in 
t: ose vcr;"r fe\T cases :.ero it "'s repaid.) On e;r letters broU6' t by steam­
Do..,t \7i t:lOut [I route agent, the 1 cent's c 12rGed to tnr c.(ldressee 1ll1til the 
end of the y'o.r 1852, t.:en it ,.s not chExged ~.lly more. 

~ne fact that some offices did not cherge it befor the end 0: 1852, and 
t:18t some offices still c::o.rged it after t:19 'oeginnine; of 1853 (if any did), are 
loc[l,l idiosy:.lcD.rcies and do not c:lrulGe the rules. Some postal clerks todD\:! do 
not rote letters en pack£~s cOl'rectly, but that doesn't clmnge t:1e rules. 

'- contention is t:1a.t all Sa:l Francisco way let '~ers should :lE'VO bee:'l rated 
10, or eIre all s::ould h"V'e been rateel 11, ".S t: ... ere :as no change of Ie. or of 
")olioy of the P. O.D. during the life-spD..J."1 of t:~o mark. If t:le IDPrk .. ~:P.:?6ned to 
ctr"'ddlo t:e change of yoars from 1852 to 1853, I could see a reason for "nil t 
first and 1110" a. little later; but C.uril'l.{; the ;res.rs 1854-57 thore a.s no c:1an.go. 

You s~ that t:le ~"'C17 O:de~ls case TIas an isolated Cllse, ap:.,"lying to _TeTI 
Orleans only. I understend you to !:loan that tLo w9¥ fee '11".S no lonn;er to be 
charged charged at :'1'orr Orleans, -uut TIas still to be c.la.rged at ot ler :,')()st offices. 
:But Col. O"'.l:ey m~.1r..es out e- <lctl" t: e o'"'l:"osite case; :.0 sa;{s that ew Orleans ~nd 
lIo-oile (:10 S8¥S lIin the sout::.., est") only wore C:1 rging it; other offices ere not. 
:'ut t: at is not corroct; I n"ve coV'·elrs :rom v riouo :'i v"r ~:ld eabocxd post offices 
in 1852 C'ncl' ]ora, on }liC:l t~e s~ fec is not c: "'rged, c. ld I h'-ve Gom on 721ich 
it is chc:t:::gecl. •.. ore is : ... 0 ')attern cliscor::~:'i:Jle. 

·0' let I ... look ~t _Cr . Jcco·os I letter . 1:e does not SE';'T, lI"'e :c..£ve deci "ed 
to m'l2:: [k'1 e::ce'ltion for ~?c O:-lo.3lls." ~)£! cor,,;ys, 'It is ovideilt from readi:l of 
the l~ • ·!;:lB.t 'G~' 0 fee is to be c:larGcd Oil letters -JroU;'!r'ltt in by [\ C l'::.'ier on 1 nd 
rou.tes, "..Ju·~ not; 011 ste<m1boet rouJ"es. 1f (I oulc1. like to see the 'iT rds on :1ic:1 he 
'b sed that interl)j.~ctation; I find no sue:l distinction stated in t::.e In7 nor in 
::?L.& R.) "C'te ..... -lbonts" ~:lOul(l mean stcmnboats anY\7'lere, not only steem" on.tEJ at 
... re-~ Orleans. _rue, i1"- t~l€, l('st :::mra.c""l":'::.11l of his let';;er he zu:?erficially "ne~rs 
to so;{ t'.c.t; but if you ra<=> it c..gain, ne is not sa ing "steam'coats arrivin'l' at 
'Tew 01'1 eans . /I 'e is S':"'in5, "YO-..:1. hrve Jeen doin.; it ,rong at ~'ew Orleans; we did 
not mea.'1 sJ"eam'boats at all. /I .Am I re"'.ding it correctl-? If not, wherein:J I 
readinL'" '-ron::;? lW oun inte:..' ·rotation is this, 'c'mt Col. O<>.lmy C\.r.'1d Congressman 
:"Cilll cc.rriec. enoug.l ei@_t "it:l t:.o ... . O.D . to get thell to sCl\V, "_os , 'w said 
tlat, but; "'e didl.l't r.1can it." If '.ir. Jccobs as s':'nce1'e in hie replv to Col. 
O~ ':.e;/ ["ld lis aoti::ication to ost:rr. stel' lusson, t en ill t:1e lleJ:t ... . O.D. bulletin 
( .. 'et: er tilat 'las uee~:ly, or r.l0nt' 1], or an. .ually) d.irections IlUSt h&.ve . eo::! in­
clucled to all "'ost! ~stors, not to c'Yr"'e tl e rr-- fee on riC3\! let ~ers "orou.:;.. t by 

t b c.v '-'''''\;'' le.L -'-O-'co e"'r stcamboa's . r:r' orofore, sinco "'e '~"'V' not seen any 5&"'12.1""lC:':::CO ' 'ti' til.< J.~ c;-

liel' then 1854, J~he' should all have been ra~ed 10, .1eVCl' 11. If I am ~rong, 
'rlle-se sho re '\7:1e1'e r.J;:· :ciS"ta...1re is. Yours si::!cerely, 



r. Henry A. Meyer, 
516 Read St., 

Evansville 11, Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

Yours of the 26th fecei ved. 

Sept. 5, 1952. 

Regarding the Matthies cover. It never occurred to me that Bishop Spalding 
was visiting in Paris and that the letter was intended for him but I agree that this 
is probably the solution. Sort of a crazy way to address a letter. In other wordS, 
it was addressed to ? Bossanr; in PariS, France, but it was intended for 
Bishop Spalding (of Louisville, Ky.). In this event I agree that the letter no doubt 
oUgin ted in Louisville and was mailed direct on the boat due to depart up stream for 
Cincinnati. It seems more than probable that the Box 307 was a P.o. box in Louisville. 
My guess that whoever mailed the letter in Louisville intended to put it in that Post 
Office, hence the "chge Box 307 11 but finding the mail closed rushed it to the boat and 
in some way put 6r,i too r<luch postage on the letter. I doubt if we will ever be able to 
find a solution as to whY this was done - at least why the extra 3¢ stamp. I am not 
sure that the "B" in "Box" was written by the same person who wrote the "B" in Bossang 
or the "BIf in "Br" (packet). Note the difference. One thing is sure, this letter went 
by the Collinu Line and that rate was 21¢. No more, no less. 

"Steam-Panema" - The cover thot I mentioned with the Bank Note stamps (1st -
3¢ - 6¢) is as good 8S gold and bore a San Francisco postmark of "Apr 28" - I doubt if 
thL3 could be as early as "1870" so it must have heen Apr. 28, 1871 or nerhans 1872. 
If you wish I will hunt up the negative and send you a print. 

Rer.arding your Steam-Panama cover with S.F. dote of "Jan ?8. 11 The date of 
use was in the late 1860' s as indicated by the S.F. postIlB rk. I have no record of this 
postmark earlier than August of 1867. The rate to or from Panama at that ti f'le was 10¢ 
from any port of the U. S. See Act of Congress of July 1, 1864 - Sec. 8 {Luff - page 
39.5}. Your cover was, therefore, a double or a triple. 

I .. rote Mr. Grabert About his "Way 11" cover and no doubt by this time he ha s 
advised you. 

Vfui1e I would like to have a record of the Nathan cover it will not be necessary 
for him to send me a photograph 

I stand correoted on my suspicion that you were a bit confused on Way Fee Mail. 
I suppose there is no doubt but what the S.F. office was in error in rating those covers 
as t'Vay 11, tI for obvious reasons. According to the strict tnterpretation of the law the 
ship had no legal right to cerry such mail unless same was enclosed in a Government 
stamped envelope and prepaid at the legal rate of postage. Such carriage was "outside of 
the mail" over a U. S. Post Route. Jccording to the law "V:ay" mil \as such mail as was 
entrusted to a U. S. 'ail Carrier. 

When L. V. Huber fjrst discovered the Way fee data in the N.O. papers, he sent 
me photostat copies and these I had framed and thSf are hanging on the wall over my desk. 
I construed the order issued by Jacobs to apply directly to the Mobile and New Orleans 



"" 
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ff2. Mr. Henry A. Meyer, Sept. 5. 195?. 

Post Offices but there is no question but what I was wrong. 

Henry, I know of no P.O. Order of 1853 or 1854 whereby postmasters ut 
river towns were instructed not to charge a Way fee on steamboat mail but I have 
little doubt that suoh an order was issued soon after the jacobs ruling as confirmed 
by the P.M.G. 

I have just r,ad the referenoes to yay Mail in the 1855 P.L. & R. and I 
note that no way fee was to be charged on Steamboat Way Mail. I have no fault to find 
with the last paTagraph of yOUT letter of the 28th. I doubt if few postal students 
have a clearer or as comprehensive an understanding of the facts as you have. 

With best wishes 

Cordially yours, 



CRY)TA~ ~~F(ARSonCITY 
CARson CITY, miCHIGAn 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

Ionia - Michigan - August 17, 1952. 

Arrived safely back in Ionia last night. There were only four passengers 
on the plane leaving Cincinnati (46 vacent seats). stopped off at Stark's 
and gave him the message re the Pan-San cover and he said you would either 
get a check mailed tomorrow or the cover back, - he would see to that. He 
agreed with you that such delays are unpardonable. 

I ,(ant to thank you and Mildred for your usual hospitality and tell you 
that I enjoyed every minute of my visit with you both. 

Re the 24¢ Bank N:>te Cover (Scott's No. 153) with N.Y. foreign mail cancel 
addressed to Amsterdam, Holland (Lot 517 in the Gibson sale) which I obtained 
at the recent Keffer sale, and which we discussed and you questioned the 
single 24¢ stamp on this cover. The red cancel on face of cover shows it 
went via Iri tish Packet. On reverse side this cover is a blue circle and 
inside this circle "A L at top - then a line with "s P 26 11 and below arother 
line with "74". Also a larger red circle with red "ANBTERDAM" 27/9 5-9-74. 
so I would assume the use was in September 1874. I discussed this with Harold 
last night, and he got out his various U.S.Postal Laws & Regulations. He says 
that in 1874 the rate direct to Holland was 6¢ for single rate, but via 
England was lO¢ single rate. However his P.L.& Reg of 1873 show a single rate 
direct to Belgium of 6¢, whereas the single rate to Belgium via England was 
8¢, and Harold thinks the Holland rate at that time was the same as the 
Belgium rate. He says he thinks this cover is either a 4 x 6¢ rate or a 
3 x 8¢ rate, and says he would still like to have the cover at what I paid for 
it. Do you still want 100 to send it down to you for study? Or perhaps to 
write up in your "Special Service?" 

Received the photo prints from your last issue of the "Special Service" ani 
thanks for same. 

Hope to see you at Harold's party last part of September - only a bout five 
weeks away. Rene hopes Mildred will decide to come with you .ani spend some 
time with us at Ionia before going over to Harold's. 

Regards. 

JGF/ 



Mr. J. O. Fleckenstein, 
4l? Union Street, 

Ionia, ich . 

Dear Jack: 

Aug . 20, 19.52 . 

Re - your 24¢ Bank Note cover. I have an Officiel Postal 
Guide doted October 1874 which explains routes to Holland, rates, etc . -
also my U. S. Mail with Tables, etc . I assume from your descript ion 
that the cover,. ent by closad mail thru England and I could estublish 
this by the New York ~ailing date if I had the date of the New York 
postmark. The rates in September were -

By Direct Mail - 6¢ 
" Closed Mail 
thru England - - - -lO¢ 

I feel certain that the letter was the rate , hence assume that originally 
this letter had a common lO¢ 1873 Continental which some faker removed 
and subst! tuted the ?4¢. I suggest you send the cover to me and no douVt 
I can definitely deter.mine one ~~y or the other . 

The Registration Rate was 8¢ but there evidently is no evidence 
that this was a Registered letter , nor is there any evidence that it was 
a Supplementary Mail cover . 

Regards -

Yours etc. t 



Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein, 
419 Union st., 

Ionia, Mich. 

Dear Jack: 

Aug. 20, 19.52. 

I am sending copy of the enclosed letter to Harold. I 
1IIl unable to figure out any combination of a 10i rate to make 24¢, 
and inasmuch as the 10¢ is a common stamp and a 24¢ 1s rare as a 
single on cover I can see why a clever faker would remove one and 
substitute the other. 

Mildred and I both enjoyed having you down and you 
really should come more often and we trust that on the next trip 
you will bring Rene. 

Thanks for stopping by and having a chat with Harold and I 
trust that it will bring some action. This is written early Wednesday 
before I have received my mai 1. 

I intend to go up to Harold's D.P.S. party but Mildred 
won't go with me, as she feels that Ruth is not enthusiastic over 
having house-guests. I suppose we should have realized that on fanner 
visi ts, so I suppose we will not be able to get up to Ionia this year. 
llowever, Jack,we do appreciate the invitation and thank you. 

With best wishe s to Rene and you -

Cordially yours, 



E, G, GUY. PRESIDENT &. GENERAL MGR 

J G F LECKENSTEIN VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES 

CRY5TAt 
PH on E 12 5 

M A. H AGERMAN. SECRETARv·TREASURER 

M, 8 CLARK. ASST T REAS, a T RA FFIC MaR 

~OF CARSOn CITY 
In CO R PORA T ED 
fI (j 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Ft Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear stan: 

EA A 'rO-FI -E:+~.~E-H+ErAft-
419 Union street, 
Ionia, Michigan. 
August 24, 1952. 

Thanks for your letter of the 20th referring to the 24¢ single banknote 
stamp on cover to Amsterdam, Hollard. As requested by you, I am enclosing 
the cover for your study and comments. 

I know little or nothing about these rates, but Harold Stark studied this 
cover ani his rates, and says it is either a 4 x 6¢ rate, or - - since 
there was an 8¢ rate to Belgium during 1874, he thinks the rate was no 
doubt the same to Holland at that time in which case it could be a 3 x 8¢. 
If you find the cover is OK, please sign it on the back and return to me 
with rotation of what your fee is a nd will send check. If you think it 
is a fake, let me know why ani your fee. 

Had a mce letter from Mort Nainken. 

Glad you are cOming up to Harold's party last of the month and only wish 
Mildred would come too and stay with Rene. I asked Ruth if she were inviting 
any ladies and she said some were coming and Rene could come along if she 
wanted to - however Rene is tied up she says on that date and won't be there. 

You will recall I told you about the horizontal strip from Plate Three of 
l¢ I got in Harmer Rooke sale for $6.50. It was the color of brown leather 
and worthless in condition it was sold in altho Harmer described it as 
"slightly discolored." I boiled it and dunked it in peraride - three 
successive treatments - ani am encl osing it for your inspecti on. I think 
it looks pretty nice nmv - don't you? 

Regards to Mildred ani Stan Jr as well as yourself. Rene senis her 1::est too. 

JGF/ 
Enc: REG: 

Sincerely, 

J. G. Fl eckenstein. 

ALL AGRE.EMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS ABILITV TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL, QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT. 
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE W ITHOUT NOTICE THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL STATE OR LOCAL TA.X, FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON 
THE MERCHANDISe: COVERED HEREBV TO BE AOOED TO THE INVOICE PRICES QUOTEO UPON PRESENT FREIGHT R.4TES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER 



r. J. G. 1 uk n tin, 
419 Uni n t., 

Ioni. tob. 

r J ok: 

I 

1th r ~ rd • 

no ... u", .. ut 27, 1952. 

look t your cov r nth th 24 

a-

r-

00 py to PhIlip 
nd.L 11 y be 1 t r-

t1t>;lI:UU t . t th t 1 part or not ,;;n.",.",,,", 

ural! d thi cov r in th rf r 1 of 8y?8 h, 1952 -
you sh to info II rry f my op1nion I hav no obj etlon. 

Your to •• 



r . "'elwin illik • 
28 '. 70th st . , 

e Yo 21,· S . 

err. 111iken: 

Sept . 13, 1952. 

Th nks very ch for yours of tho llt ith rotu n 01" 

h 24)%' cover. 

"or hi to 1 V 

1 t up to my 00 ricn Harold t rk 

a 100 . I f, 91 rather sure the the part of th 

cancelation Q th co r 1 alnt job d 11" it is , it 1s in e d 

lever plea r, if tl ey 08 turn out such ark 

h ld bo are at th t fat, und be o~ on our I ill 

dvise yo s to ~t rk's opinion • 

. 1th t 1 hes -

Cordially your , 



I 

• 

28 EAST 70TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 





( 
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1fr. Edwin Milliken, 
Hampton House, 

28 P~st 70th St., 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Milliken: 

Sept. A, 19.52. 

It was indeed nice to hear from you and I am taking advantage of 
your kind offer to have a look at the ?4¢ Bank Note cover which I think is a 
fake. I am enclosing it herewith. 

'l'here was no such a rate (or multiple) to Holland in September 1874, 
at least I am not aware of such. I Ueliave thi s letter was a sinsle, and that 
the rate was lO¢. Further, that the cover originally had n lO¢ Bank Note, 
which someone removed and substituted this copy of a ?4¢ which had a half 
strike of this marking. I think the part of the marking on the covor is a 
fake, 8 paint job. I am wondering if you might agree with me'? 

Mrs. Jlshbrook and I were sorry to learn of lIrs. 1.Hliken's mishap 
sincerely trust that ahe is well on the roe d to complete recovery. I can 

you that it would be a plea sure to see you, but I do not get East very 
any more. 

\ ith all good wishes -

Cordially yours, 



E G GUY. PRESIOENT at GENE RAL M OR M . A H A GERMAN. SECRETA Ry. TREA SUR [:R 

M . 8 . C L A R K. A SST . TREAS . at TRAFFIC M G R J . G FLECKENST E 1N , VICE P RES. IN CHARGE OF SALES 

PHonE 125 

CRY)TA~ ~OF mASOn CITY 
'f co R P02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEUm PRODUCTS 

CARson CITY, miCHIGAn 

Ionia - September 13, 1952. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

])ear stan: 

Thanks for yours of September 8th. Harry Keffer wrote me on the same 
date regarding this 24¢ bank note with the foreign mail cancel to 
Amsterdam, Holland, as follows - I quote: 

"Pardon the delay in ansvlering yours of the 30th which I 
assure you was unavoidable. MY ~npression of Stan's letter 
to you dated August 27th and his letter to Ed 1tilliken 
dated August 28th does not deliberately state that the 24¢ 
ban{ note is a fake. The last sentence in the first paragraph 
of his letter to Milliken confirms the above. 

I suggest we examine the situation a little fUrther. I think 
we can all take for granted that the cover has to have a stamp 
on it, and further that it was a bank note stamp, and that the 
stamp had a New York foreign mail cancellation. Nov!, if it is 
as Stan suspects, that the New York mail design is painted on 
the cover, what has happened to the Nmv York foreign mail design 
t hat tied the lO¢ stamp on the cover? 

When we have the answer to that we can go further into the matter." 

Sincerely, 
(signed) Harry B. Keffer. 

To me, this seems like just aski ng for time. Vfuere do we go from here, 
Stan? Let me have your co~ents and when Milliken reports, will be 
interested in what he says about this. 

Let me know when you hear from the old boy who wants the reconstruction 
Plate One Late which you have sent him. 

Regards. 

JGF/ 

S~. erely, 
'~ 

J. . Fleckenstein. 

AL ... AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES ACCID£"'TS ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER C A USES BEYOND OUR CONTROL QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDI AT E ACC EP T · 
ANCE: AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHA""GE ..... 'THOUl" hOTIC£ THE PURCHAS ER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHA RGE. ON T HE PRICE OF OR ON 
Tfo1;C MERCHo\NOISE COVERED HEREBY TO liE ADDED TO TME INVOICE PRICES OUOTED UPON PR!:SENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE TIotEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHAS ER 



l!'leckenstein. 
419 Union ~t., 

Ionia, ~1ch. 

Sept. 16. 19.52. 

Re - yours of the 13th. I believe that I v~oto you last p.ek th~t I 
t'4et cover to H reld together v ith illil: en's letter find requested Um 

o fOI'V'flrd both to you. r thour)lt thet 11 11 ken Jould CO:'!1e up it sor.nthing 
defini te but he dld.n 't. ::30 very i'eH collectors '-lTe student B much lef:ls, oaY)able 
of distinguishing good from bed. J~t l08st, I thou["ht neuwou1d send roe a cover 
ith strlk of this particu1&r type of the Ocean ~18il. 

I r.Jade a native of your covt:r by the Ultra Violet but nover C'Ot 
round to developing it until yesterday. So l'ar I h~ven't hAd ti e to ke any 
rint !)Ut I believe the negative shm s the thin is a "paint job." e will 

s e loter. 

was amused at Harry's lettor. 

He is rip,ht in statiIl ' th't the oov r had a stamp and that it W'jS a 
L nk ~ote ~tamp out sal stamp didn't have to lave New :lark Foreign 'ail cancel 
on it. If every forei n 1 ttor that lent 0 t of the Uew York r.O. during the 
eventi a bad stamps oanoeled by the eeometr1c designs then such cancela would be 

COlTllTl'lU - they Vi re not th rule - but the exce'tion. Hence tie 10¢ stamp that 
S or1 nally on the cover probably bore !:lome other killer that u1d not tie it 

to the cover. Harry must think I am a du b cluck had I not been cOJwinced that 
this l' "'net happene. I suppose harry thinks that I never oonsidered hat hbppsned 
to the cancel thot tied the lOet Btanp to the Covor. Deale rs . re v lry loath to 
believe vh t they on't \allt to udlleve end in that class, ,[l')ne stands Iig r than 
Harry after. .Lnste d of bringing up such silly arguments why didn't he r,ive some 
e planation as to why a r4¢ stemp is on a lotter that req ired lOet. fuol'e do w 
go from h 1'e1 I suggest e see what Herold be s to say. 

I ShO;lld hear edneadey A •• on your l¢ reconstruct· nn. .L hope he is not 
one of those impo sible c')udition cranks. 

it. best 1s es -

Cord ially YOUI'S, 



, 
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E G GU Y PRESIDENT &: GENERAL MGR 

j G. FLECKENSTEIN. VICE PRES IN CHARGE OF SALES 

CRY)TAt 
PHone: 125 

M_ A H AG ERMAN, S ECR ETARY. TREASU R ER 

M e_ C L A R K. ASST T REAS. &: T RAFFIC MGR 

~OF CARSOn CITY 
'tPc O RP02;ATED 

CRYSTAL PETROLEum PRODUCTS 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

CAR son CIT Y. rn I CHI G An 

Ionia, Michigan. 
September 6, 1952. 

Thanks for yours of September 2nd and as suggested, I am enclosing the 
Gi bson cover I got in the Keffer sale with the 24¢ banknote issue stamp 
with foreign mail cancel addressed to Amsterdam Holland, and hope }Ar. 
Milliken can come forward with some reason why this might be OK. 

I sent your letter to Harry Keffer as yousaid I could use it rut have 
ard m word from him. I also showed the cover to Mr. Kellogg of 

Detroit thinking he might know what the mnuscript markings meant (you 
IOOntioned you thought one was put on in Holland) rut he said they neant 
absolutely nothing to him. He examined the cover carefully ani suggested 
to thought the blue Lanion date marking on back of the cover was put on 
TOP of the red Amsterdam marking whereas the reverse should have been 
the case. You might check this. 

Will sure be interested in getting this back With Milliken's comments. 
Seems like I ought to stay in mY mvn bailivlick With the l¢ 1851-57'5 
and mt get over the fence with later issues I know mthing about. 

Have you seen the attached newspaper clipping? It was in a recent 
Minneapolis rewspaper am n. friend up there sent it to me. You might 
forward it on to Lindquist. sounis fishy! 

Rene is fishing over the weekend. BJth girls are home here with me. 

Regards to all. 

JGF/k 
Ene: 



" 

r. J. O. Flockenstein, 
419 Union St., 

Ionia, ~ich . 

Dear Jack: 

Aug. 2.5. 19.52• 

I had a let ter from my friend ~ ho is interested in your lit 
reconstruction statinr, he is on vacation and re~uested me not to send 
anything to him unti 1 after his return to 1.i8 home on September 5th. 

Inc1dentally, he stated that under no circUIllstances would he 
be interested in the two One Cent sheets at any b'Uch n price, so it is 
my BUsSS the t he is not the one \'Jho paid 22,000 for the ?4¢ J ir Invert 
block. I rather suspected that he wns. 

I received a check yesterday from Charley for the "Pan 4: 
San" cover. Thanks very much for your assistance . I am now hoping th.bt 
the former owner vlill forget his peeve at me. 

One th1ng more - my lIfriend" i:3 sort of like Charlie , I imagine. 
He is very wealthy but takes his time about paying so he may us u bit 
slow in deciding whether or not he will take the reconst ruct':'on, on the 
other hand he may send me a check right off the bat. 

I know thllt some of the eastern deale rs have him in tow and are 
submitting him a mass of material . 

Best regards. 

Your etc., 



J Mr. J o G. F!~ckenstein. 
419' Union St., 

Ionia, Mich. 

Dear Jeck: 

Sept. 8, 1952. 

I had a noto from my friend this A.M. stflting he was uack from 
his vacation and would be glad to see the One Cent plate so I am sending 
it to him today. I iMagine that he will be very prompt in reporting on it. 

This acknowledges receipt of yours of SnturdAY \'Ji th the 24¢ cover 
and I am sending it right down to Mr. Milliken. I don't know how ppod re 
might q on painted jobs but I have an i a that he is so familiar with this 

culer marKing that he will perhaps ra of",nize what is wrong. 

don't eat discouraged on not 

Rega r ding our friend Kellogg's su£,,gestlons re - the baak m3 rkings. 
I can assure you that hi s fears are groundless. The t,,~o markings are as good 
as gold and are perfectly reeular. 

Let me know whe t Keffer's reaction WAS. I expect hB';thinks I am 
an old meddlesome-matty. 

I return the clipping as it sounds nuts. 

Best regards. 

Yours etc., 



EDWIN MILLIKEN 

. :l,f' £" 70.r-rc/~/ //- .h.. 



TR INITY 3-57_ 

Electro - Arc Manufacturing COIllpany 
5930 Com.m.onwealth Avenue 

Detroit 8, Mich.ig,an Sept. 18, 1952. 

Dear Stan, 

Regarding the 24i stamp on cover to Amsterdam, 1874. 
I have examined this item thoroly under the binocular microscope 
and there is no doubt that it is a very clever forgery. 

I have not attempted to remove the stamp, but, under 
the upper left portion of the stamp there is evidence of a partial 
cancel on the cover. The original stamp was higher on the cover 
and further to the right, in fact in might have extended some 
beyond the edge of the cover. As you mentioned it is almost 
positive that a loi was the original stamp. I do not know why 
the manuscript markings, unless they are control route markings 
put on at Ostend. 

I am returning Milliken's letter to you and sending 
the cover to Jack along with a copy of this letter. 



Sept. 21, 1952. 

r. Ed in illiken. 
26 at 70th St., 

Ne York CIty, .Y. 

Dear r. "illikan: 

I thOl ,ht perhaps you wo elld be intere. ted in the ref.lBr s at my good 
friend ld t rk of Ann rbor, loh., reg rding the fake 24¢ Dank No· e 
oover hloh I eu 1tted to you reoently. Un er d t of th 16th, r. St rk 
rote Q as follo s: 

f egarding th 4¢ tamp on co er t sterd 1, 1874. I have axa in d 
this item. thorou ly und r the binocular loro cope all<l there 1s no doubt 
th tit 1 s a very c: lever for ery. 

I have not etten pted to TO ove the at p, but. und r the upper left 
portion of the st p the e is eVldenoe of p r 1al oe oel 0 the cover. The 
original st p as hi .her on tho cover and further to thB right, in fact it 
ml t havo xtende ome b yond the ed e of the cov r. a y mentioned it 
is lmoet positive t t lO¢ 8 the origin 1 stamp. I do not kno hy the 
manu cript rkings, unl as they wer control route markln put 0 tOt nd." 

I ondering if by eny chance you hav cover ith thi bype of ark-
i th t you will loan e1 If so. I dll re tly appreciate the tevor and 
111 return he cov r witho t any del y. 

This cov r evidently fooled r. H ry C. Gibson because it came from his 
oolleotion. It also fooled Philip srd, but th t is not Bur rieing bee au 
all fakes look good to th t ntleman. It al 0 fooled Harry Keffer 'ho ur-
ch ed it for olient in the Gibson sale 1n 1944 and resold it 1n Keffer 
sale 1 at aye One sh uld closely examine oov rs ,. ith aingl oopies or the 24¢ 
B nk ot show1 us s 1n the Iddle or lat v nt1es. That 1s n axe 11ent 
p01nt to rem ber. 

You kno r. ll1Iken it 1s rally r- ark 1e how any collectors put 
real money - bi ey - into oovers of which they have little, 1f allY, no 
dapend1n olely 0 their 0 n ju amant. They ouldn't think of buying a 
of' prop rty ithout a thoro examination d of the title. 

y kin 8. 

Cordi 11y yours, 



Mr. dwin Milliken, 
28 at 70th St., 

N YorK Otty.. ~.Y. 

De r r. illiken: 

fri 
oov r 
wrote e 

thi 

I and rIng 11' by eny chane you 
1 th t you 111 loan e? If ao, I 11 
111 return th cover 1thout any delay. 

Sept. 21, 1952. 

cove with thi 
tly appreciate too 

·.A.alll.LLI.od 

rk-

ho pur­
etter 

of t ')4¢ 
xc llent 

You know r. 1111k 1~ 1 r 111 r e bl he many oolleotors put 
r i one1 - big money - into coy rs of whi oh they have 11 t t 1e, 11' any, Imowl 
d pending solely 0 th ir 0 n ju nt. They uldn't think 01' buyin a pi 08 
01' prop rty 1thout vin a thoro e~i tion de of the titl • 

y kindest r 

Oord1 lly yours, 

, 



28 EAST 70TH STREET 

NEW YORK 2t, N. Y. 

BUTTERFIELD 8-2700 



AUCTION DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ash brook, 
Box :;1, 
~3 N. Fort Thomas Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear r. A8hbrooks 

• Clifford St. Tel. WOo 1·4440 
Corner Woodward 

ctob r 6th 1962 

I thank you ver so much for your kind letter of October 4th with th 
enlargements of ~he photos. 
If the small dlff rence in the distance between the t 0 5a is only du 
to pe.per shrinkage - - - I 'en' nit that Columbus had more luck in new dis­
coteries than I have. K~noly 1e't me ~LOW what I owe you for bothering 
you. 
By the ay s lAr. Fleckenstein as here showing me the 24¢ purple on cuver 
to Amst rdam, asking me what the rate inscription on the cover meane. 
I didn't know. Ho~ver, in my opinion the entire cover 18 forged. 
It ent from J.S. OVE'r England to HOlland. The back of the cover suOWS 

two very (too) CLean arrival cancellations, one ln red of Holland, and 
one in blue of England. Unfortunately, the nglish one was OVER the Hol­
lend one. How cen a forger mak- such mistake8~ 
Always glad ~o hear from you, a~low me dear Mr. Ashbrook, to remain with 
many thanks tor your k1nd assistance, 



81 f1c k.. 
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Dear Stan, 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
'NCORPORATED 

'3irningham, Alabama. 
August 18, 1~52. 
Monday 1..::1. 

I buess by now that you have heard about the death of John 
Hall in Chicago from heart failure. Looks like the head of the P.F. is 
a marked man after the same fate to Lichensteirr.. 

I wanted to call your attention to something, if I may. In 
the sale of Bob Siegel's the other day, August 14th was a lot 139, a 90¢ 
1860 used slimgle. I had it sent out to me with the intention of sending 
it to you to look at if it appealed to me at all. As soon as I had it 
in my hands I knew I had seen it before and had had it here also. I 
spent quite a lot of time going thru my catalogs to try to locate it and 
finally did so. Itlfas lot 301 in Dan's sale of 5/19/50 and brought then 
,~210. 00. Dan either senti t to you or at least asked your opinion of it. 
You wrote me 1\ ay 12, 1950 that III didn't think it could be definitely 
determined 'whether the marking was good or bad. 1I 

Why do I butt in and tell you this- because Ez gave me some 
of the prices and this lot at Siegel's brought ~~285.00 but "subject to 
being able to get a P.F.Certificate. 1I I am sure this is the same sta.r:tp 
and,to prove it is,note that there is a photo in each sale and that 
there is a long perf at the L.L. corner. 

I know they T'rill sen<.i. the stamp to you of course and I wanted 
you to have the above inforr.lation just in case you, in your busy work, 
might not i~nediately so recognize it. 

Out of Siegel's sale I got two stamps only, lot 66 ane 83. 
Both are photographed. fould you call lot 66 a "packet2 cancel? 

In the Siegel sale '.leill bought the half-sheet of ~l 
Columbians for 4700.00 and Rust gov the poorer one for ~2700.00. 
·':jome prices! 

P.S. I was out in Shreveport this past week and met Dewey Somdal, the 
architect who is doino some work for us out there. His firm is one of 
the architects that did over the ',Jhite House. He is, as you know a 
packet boat collector and I could not talk his language .•. But just the 
same I told him I was from Birmingham and he wanted to know if I mew 
J.H.Scruggs, who he thought had one of the largest and most wonderful 
packet collections. aybe so, but I never heard D:>f it unless he has 
bought out some famous lot like Klein's. He is ~TitinN a series of 
articles in Gossip now, as you may mow. U 

llore news ••• Did you hear that ifard has sold his entire collection 
to RUST for $3,500puo.00? Ez will no doubt tell you •• he did me over the 
phone yesterday •• that is the r more 



Mr. ~mmerson C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave. South, 

Bi l'IIlingha :1, Ala. 

Dear ]In: 

Aug. 21, 1952. 

Yours of Monday received and I sure was surprised at the rumor that 
Yard had sold out to Rust. Up to this critine Ezra has not mentioned it to me. 
Ez never divulges the :lame to me of anyone who is buying stamps. I don't !mow 
why as I certainly wouldn't try to sell them anything. I onder if the rumor 
1s true? I doubt it but I do know that iard has been slling Rust for three or 
four months. Putting two and <t:wo together it eems to me that Ez has rot been 
in touch i th Rust, so I really lilonder if Rust bought the Invert Block. I 
haven't had a letter from Rust for over a week so he has not given me any hint 
that he bought a big lot of moterial. I do know that he is most anxious to avoid 
any publicity and if there was a big deal between Ward und Rust I doubt if either 
one would make it public. I will get the dope soonor or lat~r and when I do I 
will let you know. 

If he is ~ he dll have all the material from "ard expertized by the 
P.F. - I'll bet it is full of items with "flaws . " 

I s sorry to learn of the death of John Hall. Looks as though it is 
fatal to head the p.r. - Alfred Lichtenstein - Adm1!!'81 Harris and now John. 

Re - Somual - I have corresponded with him for at least 18 years. He 
end his gife were 1n Cincinnati 1n 1936 and Sam Richey had them out to his home for 
an evening and Sam invatad me over. His wife was really boautiful. Th't oLap 
Scruggs 1s sure a mystery. I have no idea AS to what kind of' a collection he bas: 
I \1111 send you a copy of a copy of a letter that I received today from facBride. 
hat is your opinion - should JG bar him from the Confederate SOCiety? He moda 

such an abjeot confession to me at Toronto last Se tember that I took him at his 
word, viz., that he had done wrong - admitted it and was sorry - etc. etc. I con­
cluded he "as sincere and thut I ould not pursue the matter in the future . Is 
there any way that you oan get a line on him in B? What about larvin - can't he 
find out if Scruggs has a big Packet oollection? I wonder if the fellow actually 
has made a world of money in the last ten or twelve years? when he was fl:iking 
Bonfed covers year~ ago he ust have been very Shy of cash to uo such a thin. He 
nov states th t he didn't r o.ize hat he was doing but that is not true. 

Re - Siegel Sale - 8/14-52 - Lot 139 - I sent for this st mp'but I didn't like 
it - On the auoti n slip 8S written in pencil - 111 think it is Ok - E • .E1.K." I mde a 
memo in my catalogue "Not enough to go by." I suppose I meant - "not enough evidence 
to sho whether it is good or bad." I suppose the "fu" was supposed to be "Richmoni ," 
Em I have looked high and low but I cannot find Dan's sBle of 5/i9-50, but I.have no 
doubt that it 1s the arne 90¢ stamp. Thanks for your mention and if the P.F. sends 
the stamp to mo I will nuvi e them not to pass on it as there is not sufficient 
evidence to fo~ any sort of a defin1te opinion. 



, 
,I 

1[ 2. r. Emmerson C. Krug, Aug. ?l, 1952. 

Ro - Siegel Lot u66. Yes, this is a Packet marking - See my Vol.2 -
page 226 - 48B and 48C. 

I believe this brings us up to date • 

. ith all good wiShes -

Yours etc., 



"I 

Mr. Ei.lffiersoll C. Krug, 
3008 - 13th Ave., South, 

BirmiI~ha~, Ala. 

De~lr Em: 

Aug. 18, 1952. 

He - your tHo letters about the 24¢ 1861. I might pref ace the 
remarks to follow by stating th't an early date depends on what I call a 
Violet or a Red Lilac or a Steel Blue or a Lilac, etc. 

V.e have "Steel Blues" that are changelings of the (1) Blue Violet, 
(2) of the Red Violet and (3) of the Red .Lilac. All three "changelings" 
are sold as the "Steel Blue." Consider itel'l No.3 - This is no doubt frequently 
classed as a L11ac. I realize that it is all vory confusing but I really don't 
know wha t Can be done llbout it. I um sure tha t I wou ld not agree with many of 
Thatcher's designations but this applies not only to him but to all students 
\vho classify us authorities on early U.S. This don't mean that I am right in 
all Cases but r~ther that it could hardly be expected that \e could all agree. 
I think I kno\'J the 24¢ stamp but it is possible I still have an awful lot to 
lelrn. 

Consider your cover tlllit WEl.~ lot 1)'"209 in tho lIarmur Rooke sale of 
pril 24, 1951. I note you state that the use \18S MU T Ch ?G, 862. In my 

opinion the 241 stamp is a changelin,... of the fiRed Lilac" ft70. In my list I 
suve -

Gray Lilac Oct 30 1862 
Lilac .b"'eb 20 1863 

I suggest that you selld me tha ~a!'ch 26, 1862 covur, as I would like to in­
quire of Thatcher 'lhy he called t ds a i,-'78. I rocull that he had a similar 
argument with Nein ken. 

Does the above answer your t flO let tors? 

Yours etc. , 



I 

\ 

MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 10. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, l~y. 

Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
Sat NI, August 9, 1952. 

In re:2h¢ 1861. 

Thinking you may be lookinC for some subject for future issues 
of your service I am asking the follovQng question. Also knowing that 
fresh in your mind is the mountinc of Ted Gore's 24¢ 1861s. 

In going thru my cover collection I have been trying to verify 
some of the catalog ratings. I came across the 24¢ 1861s today. The Scott 
catalog gives the #70 to the red lilac :iving no date of "earliest kn01\TI 
issue" but asswning the same date of August 17 as the 3¢. Now the sar.J.e 
Scott catalog gives #78 as the 2L~¢ lilac and August 1863 as the II earliest 
known issue" of that color. Now my question: 

I have the following folded letters i~th dates inside as well 
as on the cover, 

From the Harmer Rooke sale of April 24,5,6-1951-:l- Needham Covers 
Lot 208 Described as 71-78-65 Letter dated March 10, 1863 )All 
"209 11 71-(ff-65"" March 26, 1862 )Before 
II 210" 7l-(ff "" May 26, 18~ )August 

From the Harmer Rooke sale of March 6-7,1951* Eno Covers )1863 
Lot 35 Described as 78 Letter dated July 15, 1863. ) 

This latter cover you had mounted for Carhart and may recall it with a 
red cancel and S.M. type A. 

Does the catalog need revising? These all seem to be lilac and not 
the red lilac. Maybe there should just be one nwnber, say #70 and the var­
ious shades listed as subs thereunder. Surely there is no definite place 
as shwon above where a seperate catalog nlunber becomes a fact. Or is there? 

Sincerely, 



M 0 R R ISO N C A F E T E R-I A C O'M PAN Y 

• Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 ;0 Ft Thomas .ve., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 
Dear Stan, 

INCORPORATED 

Birmingham, Alabama. 
Sat. P.M. 8/9/52. 

I 'wrote you a letter earlier in the day about the 24¢ 186ls. 
The mail man comes here about one oclock on Saturdays and seeing him 
come do,vn the street I went dovnl to meet him. I handed him your letter 
and he gave me our mail. In it was the "Service" letter. I have just 
finished reading it thru. It makes my letter to you seem rather foolish 
and so this letter of explanation. The letter I vrrote of course is beyond 
recall. But there may be some pertinent information in it for you after 
all. One of those #78s is dated definitely March 1862 on the folded letter. 
Of course Allen Thatcher may be wrong in saying it is #70. 

Of all the dope you have given us thru-out the"Service" this 
is to me the most helpful. The list of lI~arliest Known Dates" is in itself 
worth to me the annual fee for the same. Are any of the dates on the 5¢ buff 
of 1861, the 5¢ red Brovm of Itl62, the 5¢ Brovm of 1863 and the 5¢ Black 
Br01vn of 1863 newly acquired information gained thru the recent ad or notte@ 
in STAMPS? 

Sincerely, 

~ 



FOOT OF SPRING STREET 
Peoria 3, Illinois 

COAL HEAT IS BEST­
AND COSTS LESS 

24495 

1r. Stanley B Ashbrook 
P.O.Box 31 

33 N Ft. Thomas Ave., 
Fe rt Thomas, 

Ky 





POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
s tipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate has been detached. h as b een 
issued. does insure the party n amed therein. against 
l oss or damage in accordance with the term s of said 
policy. on property while in transit by Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel P ost Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package con taining the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

President. 

POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In cons ideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the b ook from 
which this certificate has been detached, has been 
issued, does insure the party natned therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

Py~sidettt. 



POSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which t~";s certificate has been detached. has been 
issued. d oes iusure the party uamed therein. against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy. on property while in transit by Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel P ost Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

Pres":dent. 
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P OSTAL INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATE 40414-F 

In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the b ook from 
which t'o is certificate has been d etached. has been 
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loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy. on p roperty whi le in tra nsit ElY Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel P ost Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package contain in g the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 
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In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the po(icy under which the b ook from 
which this certificate has been detached, has been 
issued. does insure the party named therein, against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
poli€y, on property while in transit by Registered. 
Unregistered or Parcel P ost Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the p ackage containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

PyeS1a~ll t. 
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issued, does insure the party named therein . against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
p olicy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or Parcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

Prcs£dent. 
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In consideration of the premium and other conditions 
stipulated in the policy under which the book from 
which this certificate h as been detached, has been 
issued, does insure the party named therein. against 
loss or damage in accordance with the terms of said 
policy, on property while in transit by Registered, 
Unregistered or P arcel Post Mail. This certificate to 
be enclosed in the package containing the property or 
with the invoice describing said property. 

Presz'dent. 
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PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY 
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

_ .... 7~'1_ 

'--

June 24, 1952 

Mr . Stanley B 'A shbrook, 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky 

Dear Stan: 

TELEPHONE 9133 

I am enclosing the Pan San cover as per your reauest. 

Fe el that you are right in continuing to price the item 

at \;>1,500. 

Caro and I plan to leave Peoria Saturday June 28 and 

plan to be away until aproximately July 28. Mail sent 

to us ~ Calverts Camps, Rainy River Ontario, Canada 

will reach us ir sent air mial prior to July 15th. 

Expect to see you late summer regarding some other ideas 

I have. Be st to you and I-Iildred , 

Sincerely yours, 

-{(Iu~. ~ I~t~v! 
Chas. !1 Putnam Jr. 

P.S. Berore returning the Pan San cover ir it should not sell 

kindly see that I am in Peoria to receive it. 

THE LOGICAL F U E L FOR YOU R HOM E 



'. 

, 

PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY 
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

THE 

• • 
TELEPHONE 9133 

June 20, 1952 

Dear stan: 

I ha~Te your card regarding the prospe ct on the Pan San 
cover. 

Do you want me to send it down to you or has the party seen 
the cover? 

What do you f eel we should do abo ut price •••• in fairness 
to the othe rs ? 4 <' . - . 
Will send it to you if you advise although I believe it wouli 
be well for you to keep the cover if you so instruct until 
I return from Canada the end of July. 

Will expect a letterf rom you the fi Y' st of next week. 

Sincerely you~ I - ~ . t 
~~,V~ 

Chas. M Lutnam Jr. 

Mr. Stanley B Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
33 N Ft Thomas Ave., 
For t Tomas, Ky 

LOGICAL F U E L FOR YOU R HOM E 



June 22, 1952. 

r. Charles • l'utnum, Jr •• , 
~ Putnam Supply Co., 

Foot of SprIng St., 

Peoria 3, Ill. 

Dear Oherl1 : 

~e - yours of the 2uth. I sent my friend a photograph of the 

.! Pan & ~an oov r together with a full de oription but I have hardly had 
f 

, 
.' 

time as yet to h r from him. I de him a price of 1500 BubJ at to 

sale and ter the present at least I do not Boe any occasion t'l reduce 

the price. I also have another good prospect in mind whom I intend to 

write in CBse the present Olle Is not int re ·te • 

If you ~r going a ay p rhops it would be beat if you sent the 

cover to me so I could have it on h nd !n cooe of a sale. 

My presen"" prospect has plenty of money - is an ardent collector 

of coverc and 1 just cannot ine by this covtlr should not P1> 81 to 

him. However, thpre is no accountin for tastes. 

hen do you exp ot to leave lor C nado? 

ReBerds. 

Cordially yours, 



PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY 
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET • TELEPHONE 9133 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

• 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Tho}lfAs, Kyo. 

Dear stan: 

A N H E A 

J~ 28, 1952. 

Following rr:ry letter of JUne 24th, 1952, I 118.8 wondering 

if you had anything to report on the Pan San Cover. 

Hovr are lou feeling? I hope feeling fine. 

CMPjr:G. Jr. 

.... 
C) 

= 

co: 
C) 

.... 
Yo. 

.... 



Mr. Charles M. Putnam, Jr., 

Dear Charlie: 

1- Putnam Supply Co., 

Foot of Spring St., 

Peoria 3. Ill. 

J"uly 29, 19,52. 

I suppose by this time you are back home and Mildred and I 

trust that Caro and you had a very pleasant and restful vacation. 

You were fortunate to have missed all the extrer e heat that we have 

had in the past month. It looks like today is going to set a ne 

record in this vicinity for t e present SUMmer. Sure feels like it 

will hi t 100. 

Re - the Pan &: San covp,r. It is in the hands of a V8r:/ 

wealthy collector ho is thoroughly responsible in every way. He is 

considering it and r L rather nfident that he will keep it. 

Our best wishes to you both. 

Cordially yours, 



r. Harold i. Stark, 
P.o.Box 288, 

Ann Arbor, loh. 

Deer Harold: 

July 7, 19.52. 

Here era t 0 covers wh1ch I h~ve on co~ission -

5'1 1847 - 1chigan Central .R. to Jackson •••••••••• Price 

lO¢ 1847 - ~tr1p of three lI,tlan San" •••••••••••••••• " 1.500.00 

Re - the latter - Tb1 i6 the cove~ I rote about in 8 Sa e I au Boveral 
mont lS C-lgo. It shows a use of tl e 1847 stllrnps outside- th It p' 1d the 
rate by L. n 1 Stornnuhi n froM Panama to M zatlan, Mc:x1co - A port of 
oall enroute Panama to S.F. This is the only 184', cover k v n wi th th 1s 
scarce oark1n - 'ea One Oent Book, Vol. 2 -

Both of the e covers a=e n 1 v stment. 

i. S¢ 1847 tied B nice s t,i" lith R. R. 1s a ho ieoe. I have 
to oake n immed1 te re art on the S¢ oovor 0 w!ll you pl ase let ne kno' 
11' you are int~rested by :ret 'rn f!l I:. It 1) .lones to a nice ch p and I ~ ant 
to r,1ve him an ansvler sa soon as pos01ble. 

70 immediate hurry on the Pan ~ ~an 10¢ '47 cover. 

Her,arda. 

Yr>urs te' t 



_ Mr. RAROLD W. STARK 
P. O. Box 288 

_ Ann Arbor, Michigan 
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July 14, 1952 . 

r. Harold • ..,t rk, 
• O. Box 288, 

i1.nn Arbor. Mich . 

Dear Harold: 

Here is an 1l1us'trat'on of OOV r that w- s in a s!'I1e in 
Swl tzer1 nd in 19,0 - 'ote the S.L. "P-egist radII - evidently the 
some cs your cover wh1ch we had under d1scussion several months o. 
Too b d e can't make out the ye r use on the enclosed but the St8~ps 
are 30¢ 1861 - lO¢ 1861 and 5¢ 186, 13 wn. p rent1y 5 x 15 f r"te 
ith EI .5 x 6 cred1t - thuB tI ere Pkt" to England. Please roturn th1R 

I ant to put it in my files - 11 t seeMS odd to m is th t thore 
1 ppBrently no other cancels on tl tamps . Your covor or!glnBted 

t Providence, t.l. (?) and ent vi Bosta. "'hi}; COy r sho~ s no 
other or1gin but New York: . That don't loole so good - till tho cover 
has Born poiuts ln its favor - viz - no other canClels n the stfllllPS. 

t is odd th t tl e S8['19 'tamps are on ttl covt"r that are on yours and 
note the t o.5¢ tamps - both centered to rieht - hat do you think? 

R ards . 

Yours ,tc., 
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lire Harold W. Stark, 
,11. o. Box 288, 

nn Arbor, lch . 

Dear Harold : 

July f, 19,52. 

Pardon the delay in replying to yours of the 19th. I have been working 
on en urgent Job of mountIng and had to let everything else s11de. In spite of 
all the heat I wor ed every night last eak ~ut my room is air-oondit i ned so it 
was tar more comfortable up here than downstairs . Ue had two ooupl s h re Sunday 
from Ne\'1 York and the weather was almost unbearable. Jack was to be come down 
end he was Wise to pass it up . They ploked the hott est day in many months to be 
here. 

Reeardinr, the Confederate collectIon. Thera was never any suggestion of 
an outr1ght sale. The o~ner wanted to place it in my hends to sell on a 20~ 
commission but I ould have had to tak up a loan he hed on it from a Ne York bank 
of '7,.500 . 00 . My bank oi'fared to loan me 2, ,500 . 00 but that is as far as they 
could go . I asked Oharlie to loan m ,5,000 . 00 . I oould have repaid it in a couple 
of weeks . The o\~ner turned the coll ctlon over to Jack Molesworth who took up the 
loan. I could have made between 4,000 and .5 , 000 . However, it is okay and I 

~ trust Itll n0ver be darr~ fool enough to request 8 simil ar favor . , 
_ J Brooks till has his Patriotic Collection and has promised to turn It 

.. 

over to m to aell when he decides to part 11th it. I have been . fter him but I 
think he don't want to p rt with it for th present . 

Re - th "T" cover in my letter of' Liay 14th, which I return herewHh. The 
price wos 3.,50 . 

The U.p .U. ent into ff ct on July 1, 1875 but Frano held beck Dnd dld 
not ratify in time, so she did not become a r mber until Jnn. 1, 1876. You rere 
right, the "T" reforred to unpaid or insufficIently paid mail . ~ 8m sending you 
under separate cover a copy of the 1875 P •• O. leport . ote rticle II on page 163 • 
This report has the raing of the original U.P.U. Treaty. rhe ric for this E.M.G. 
1875 Reoort is 7.50 . I regr t that I hav ntt a duplicate copy of the 1874 P • • G. 
Report as thi has Bome int restIng dot - The ~re8ty with France (1874) occupies 8 
dozen or more pages, and I think you could obtain p ctostats from the Photo Duplica­
tion Servioe of the Oongressional Library. I could make microfilms end en19rgements 
for you but I would have to charge a much higher fiGure per print than the Library 
woul d char e you for photostats . I am not equipped to make the latter. In this 
1874 Report are th treat! B with Hawaii, New Gouth Hales, Holland and Japan. 

I 11 ite you I.ter about the big 12¢ 18,7 bloc s. 

Yes Harold', thin.1<: your letter brou t us up t::> date. Thanks for the two 
checks of '100 and 18 . 

I am enclos1n e cute little \'or Rate cover of 8¢ plus .50~ plus l¢ ay }t~ee -
Quite a ice little combination - J. thoueht it mi ght appeal to you - Price ',3 . 50 . 

I have several photos to send you of some odd covers but I h ven't h~d time 



1/2. r. Harold • S ark - July 2, 19.52. 

to make the prints. 

uch coolor here tonight, thank goodness. 

l 1 th regards. 

Yours te., 

" 

j' 



CHARL~S A. SHI~RSON 
322 State Street 

ADRIAN, MICHIGAN 



Mr. Charles M. Putnam, Jr., 
~ Putnam Supply Co., 

Foot of Spring St., 
Peoria 3. Ill. 

Dear Charlie: 

Aug. 2m, ,19.52. 

I have been vory much embarrassed over the fact that my good 
friend who ha s your "Pan &; San" oover ha d failed to remit for it, but la st 
Saturday I learned thru another friend that he had had a slight stroke. 
I immediately got busy and last night he called me on the phone and stated 
that he was keeping the cover and was mai ling me a check. He stated he 
had been ill but didn't l.1ention a stroke SO I didn't question him. He is 
a very wealthy man and of oourse I was not warried over the payment as his 
wife collects wit h him and he ha d previously to Id me the t if his wife 
wanted the cover they would keep it. I hesitated to press him for fear of 
offending him. 

I know darn well that you have been wondering why you have not 
heard from me but I was expecting word on the cover every day for the past 
two or three weeks. You see he had not stated defihitely that he would buy 
the cover until last night and I didn't 'Want to solicit payment for fear of 
having him get sore and turn down the sale. 

All's well that ends well and I sure was glad to hoar his voice 
last night - as you well may guess. 

How are you and how is Caro? We trust that the heat was not too 
bad after your return. It sure affected Mildred this summer and at times 
she was almost done-in with the depressing humidity. 

Any intention of getting over this way before cold weather? 

Our best to you both. 

Cordially yours, 



For:m3817 
Rev. 9-37 

~ost effitt J9tpartmtnt 
Received from: I I .. t3. ASHBROO 

P O. Box 31 
-------------------------~3- .-"R:-'"jnoma-s-Ave:;--

. --~'(4<+-+~.\. +~?---~..------

One piece of ordinary mail addressed 

to ----------------------:-----~-----------T.--~--------------------------------------% Pu~n8m SUP,IY (.;0. 
------------------------00[--0 --Sprfntr-5i:r;------------------------------------
_________ _ _ _ ___________ ... ;..--\ ___ .,_ .,~ ... --- ___ " _1. .. ~ ______ _ ________ _______________ _ 

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATIPN 
POSTMASTER. 
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Aug . 23 , 19.5? 

Mr. Ch8r1es M. Putnam, J r. , 

~ Putnam Supply Co., 

Foot of Spring St •• 

Peoria .3, rH . 

Dear Ch arlie: 

The check for the Pen ~ San cov(Jr came in this ~:! . end I 

am enclo~3ing my check herowi th for 1200 . 00, same being ... 1.500 . 00 less 

If at any time yo 1 would like to know the lUime of the buyer 

I will be Bled to furnish same. 

~Ii th best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 

MEMBERS 

A M ERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASS'N 
A M E RICAN PHILATELIC SO CIETY 
SOC IETY P HI L ATELIC AMERI C AN S 
COLLECTO R S C L UB, N EW YORK 
BRIT IS H PHILATE LI C ASS' N , LT D. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

R 0 G E RG . WEI LL - RA Y M 0 N D H. W E I LL 

TE LEPHONE 

RAY MOND 0022 

4 0 7 ROYA L STRE ET 

NEW ORLEANS 16, L A . 

August 29, 1952 

The only reason we have not sent you a renewal for 
our subscription to your "Special Service" is because we neglected 
to note our original one had expired. As you will recall we 
joined rather late and you started us with several back issues. 
We now see that we have the complete volume for the first year. 
I am enclosing check for the new year and I hope you will advise 
me when this one has expired. 

We both are much interested in anything you have to 
write. I believe I have told you that upon previous occasions. 
At the moment we have been re-reading your notes regarding the 
N. Y. Postmaster cover to be sold by Harmer Rooke next month. 
On page 102 you state that Klemann sold a block of four some years 
ago and that the Burger Bros. found two Used strips of 5 which 
had once been a block of 10. You then continue "an Unused block 
of 10 is pictured in the Postmasters' Provisionals section of 
Luff's." 

This would indicate that the one illustrated by Luff 
might not be the same block found by the Burgers. However, on 
~age 108 you again mention the Burger "block of ten" and state that 
'in the MacGuffin book I illustrated this remarkable piece and 

described it as formerly in the Ackerman collection." 

I am much interested to know whether the Burger block 
and the one illustrated in MacGuffin's (since I know you, yourself 
wrote the latter almost in its entirety) are one and the same. 
This would have a great bearing on the value of the Harmer block of 
nine. InCidentally, we both examined the Harmer piece and find it 
a very deSirable cover. 

rgw:lc 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Co. 

P.S. - Sorry but we cannot furnish unused copies of any of 
the items listed in your letter. We were interested to read 
that someone is looking for a used 12¢ August. In what year 
does your friend what it used? We t~ink you would suggest 
1952 to be as valid a year as any. 

R.G.W. 



" 
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Mr. Ho "er G. Weill, 
407 Royal St., 

New Orleans 16, La . 

Dear Roger: 

Sept. 1, 19.52. 

Thanks very much for yours of the 29th with check: for 100.00, same 
being your 19.52-19.53 subscr#1ption to the SecondSSeries of my "Speoial 
Service" which expires on J"une 1, 19.53 . 

I forworded to you yp.sterday a copy of Issue f18 which I think con­
tain3 quite an interesting account of the unique sheet of the One Cent 18.57 
II ';orthington sheet, II and Souren t s connection wi th it. Th., IBtter data wes 
furnished to me by the attorneys wha are suing the Souren Estate. In-
cidentally for your information, the plaintiff 1 .1'. XII is Mr. Eno of Princeton, 
N.J" • Our friend SOUl'en must hove taken "Enon on a beautif 11 ride. 

Regarding tho block of ten of the 5¢ New York which I mentioned in [) 
recent Servioe Issue. There is only one and it is the one that I illustrated 
in the MacGuffin book. If you have a C? py of the "Eevl sed" Luff by Hugh Cmark: 
on U. S. Postmaster Stamps you will find an illustration of the same block 
on I' late XII, and listed as "unused block of ten." I have the original photo­
graph from which the L acGuffin half-tone illustration was nade. This is 
actually not a block but it originally was one. The photograph does not show 
any cancelations but an account that I have on file seems to indicate that the 
block Vias ~ on a cover. I quote as follows: 

"'fhis block was on a lettor 1n a creased mannor so that the orease 
throufl',h the upper part of the lower strip broke 1 t into two pieces. making 
tvlO strips of five. These were later repaired and put back into their original 
shape . " (unquote) 

I t i s my recollection that J"ohn Kleeman may have been the one who had the 
repair- work done but I am not certain. i1hethcr it ""IS u£cd on a cov er or was 
originally a folcled unused block that. was enclosed in a letter I do not know. 
The illustration 1n the IacGuffin book, also the photograph (which lddld not 
make) together with the illustration in Clark's book, all three Show a block 
stein( 1) in the center of the left hand block of four but the other six stl:1ITlPS 
do not show any cancelation that I cen s"e. 

I find that I have another memo regardin~ the above, vmich was contained in 
a letter thnt I received in 1947, quote: "Gus Dureer told me that he found thi a 
piece some years ago and if I recall, it was on the cover ith the bottom pair 
bent over and attached to the baok . This eave a strip on the front and about an 
eighth of an inch of the bottom strip. It wes across this crack that it broke. 
I think when Gus &:'laked it off there was just a slight portion adherring between 
the two pieces but this evidently '1'10 k- /' apart while being handled. It was in the 
Ackerman collec'~i on and I think .Tohn Kleeman sold it to him. I had an opportunity 
of acquiring it but I did not think it Rood enough to go into my collection." 

(unnuote) 



#2 . r. ROBer G. Weill - Sept. 1, 195? 

It this is "unused 'l and if it can be considered a tlblockl1 then it is no 
doubt unique because I have no record whatsoever of an unused block of four, 
though the S.U.J. lists such an item and prices it @ $2,000. I might add that 
they seldom take nny such listings out of the S.U.S. Once in, they are there 
forever,. and all the Kingts horses and all the King's men cannot get them out. 

I suppose thore is little ouestion but what the Lapham collection con­
tains the finest lot of New Yorks in one lot. How~ver, that is just my guess. 
In his Exhibit t Tipex in 1936 there was a cover to Buffalo with an irregular 
block of six (6) my memo mdde at the time described it "at top a single to left, 
fJic1dle , a strip of three, 1,ottom a pair." 

Ay reoords on the 5¢ New York may not be complete as they might be, but 
I hove long been interested in the stamp and I firmly believe that there i tl no 
other item in eXistence that will compare with the Harmer, Rooke Cover. 

ly kindest regards. 

Cordially your s, 

(24-40) 
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NEAL. J. GRABERT 

615 SOUTH NORMAN AVE. 

EVANSVIL.L.E 14. INDIANA 

September 21, 1952 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Received the cover and wish to ex­
press my appreciation to you for typing the stamps 
theron. I would not be the least bit surprised to 
find myself willing to trade it for something in 
"Way " covers, providing I did not have duplicates. 
Robert Siegel has one listed in his 158th sale, lot 
# 46, which I am going to bid on, or rather did bid 
on. I sent for the cover and Henry made a picture of 
it. 

I noticed in Konwiser's new Stamp­
less Cover Cat. that he lists the Railroad Way. Will 
have to write him for some information on it. 

~ I~S-l - ~ re- f\) 
()\le~ 

vee "6 6S-

Tor Row P(Ll re -1 -
Ll ~ I 1 ~ :)\-



Sept. ,4, 1952. 

r. ea1 J. Gr bert, 

615 South lor ve., 

Evansville 1 » Ind. 

D ar I'. Grab rt: 

re& t th t I aven't a thine in I' ay I cover at pr sent 

th t I \lid t e y u for your 1¢ 1 57 cov r but maybe I could 

trod so eth1n lse th t you could use t de. No rry. 

~ onderin if you heard trom Dr. rthur Davi • 

)dr. athan of an ltT nciseo sent m his ay 11 "' •• cor 

and I cad a photo. 

S1ncer 1y Y u"rs. 



, 

August 25, 1952 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Talked with Henry 
.leyer this week-end and he asked me 
to send the enclosed IIHay" cover to 
you for inspection. Henry said he 
had received a letter from you in 
which you stated you had never seen 
this particular mark used in con­
junction with an "11 11 fee. 

I have never had 
~eal opportunity to write Dr. Davis 
~t intend doing so in the very near 
future as i am still trying to 10-
cote a Bostona and a Maysville IIWayll. 

~ 

~
KlLndest regards, 

( ~ 

~~~ 



( 
t 
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Mr. 1;e81 J. Grabert, 
615 S. Norman Ave., 

Evansville 14, Ind. 

Dear Mr. Grabert: 

Sept . 2, 1952. 

I am in receipt of your two lotters of the ?3rd and 25th and offer 
my apologies for my neg1ieence in replying. r thank you sincerely for the 
Kentucky cover of May 9, 1816 which I note shows the "new rutell of' that 
month . I will elcome the opportunity to return the favor. 

1 am returning herewith your San Franoisoo n\. ... y" cover. Thnnks very 
much . I find that the ail Ship Ohio did sail with the Pacific Lails on 
Monday,arch 6,1854, the reason being th t the regular ·sailing of the 5th 
fell on Sunday. Of courue, this leti,er wus not rnailed in the 1 ew York Post 
Office but 'Has transmitted at least prlvntely, to Panama, hence the Oh10 had 
nothing to do wi th its transport to San FranciSCO.. The Cortez \:a8 a ship 
of the Nioaragua Line .. 

fie - this slli .. She sailed from ~.F. for Nicoraguu on ~arch 16, 1854 -
arrived at San luan del Sur on March ?8, 1854 - departed from San luan on 
A ril 3 and arrived at San Fr8ncisco on April 16, 1854. It appears th ~t 
letter from New York waG intended to reach the Oaptain ".' ile he us back in 
S.F. on that trip. 

There is no evidence the: t this pllrticular letter was corried to Panrlma 
by the nOhion other than th<'t ship sailed from new Yor:,: on the day this letter 
was written. ~rther, at this ~oriod Vanderbilt's OPPOSition line known as 
the Independent Opposition Line to Panama and San Francisco ,a8 in operation. 
This Line did not have a mail oontr.lct, hence in my opinion, your lett r was 
carried from New Yolk to Panama, and thence to San Francisco by ships of t is 
Line. 0 doubt s me would claim thnt it should have been rated at IIShip 6" 
but that would have meant a 6¢ rate fron New York in comparison to a 10" rate 
(not pre aid) by the tail Line . 

I suggeHt thr t you shOVl this letter t enry Meyer. 

:1th reeArc1s - Sinoerely your3, 

P . S .--In ;iltsoe's "Gold "Runh Ste"lJn!;Ts' you wUl find much dote on the Independent 
Line - also see lily ne Gent bonk - Vol. 2. 

( 24-41) 



NEAL J. GRABERT 

615 SOUTH NORMAN AVE. 

EVANSVI LLE 14. I ND lANA 

September 5, 1952 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Thanks for your reply and the return 
of the cover, it arrived in good condition. Th anks 
also for notes and explanations. I had figured a little 
different explanation of the travels of this cover and 
I will relate my thoughts on same to you. 

It is evident the letter was written 
March 6, 1854, the same date as the sailing of the 
Ohio. Now, my theory was that the writer realizing 
this and not having sufficient time for the letter to 
be processed through the NeVI York postoffice in time 
to be carried on this ship, carried it to the ship. 
The writer perhaps turned it over to the captain of 
the Ohio who in turn carried it with the loose mail 
in his possession. On the arrival at Panaraa City the 
mail ViaS turned over to a route agent vThose duty it 
was to "shuttle" the mail from the Atlantic to the 
pacific and vice-versa, traveling this distance by 
rail. This mail was then turned over to a contract 
mail boat and carried to the San Francisco postoffice 
where this particular cover, bein~ among the loose 
mail, was handstamped "Wayll, then delivered or called 
for at the postoffice. 

The above explanation may be far 
from correct but I submit it to you for what it is 
worth. 

I am enclosing another cover I just 
acquired which you may have. Henry has a cover of 
mine I want to send to you for typing if you will. 
It has a strip of 6 of the 1 cent blue perforate stamps 
which I am unable to type. As soon as I receive it 
from Henry I will send it to you and whatever the fee 
il for your effort advise me. 

Sincerely yours, 



J. Grabert, 
61.5 South Norman Ave., 

Evansville 14, Ind. 

Dear ~r. Grabert: 

Sept. 9, 19.52. 

l am in receipt of yours of the 5th and have carefully noted same. 
Your analysis is exoellent and or course may be quite correct. However, I 
think we can take into consideration several other possiblli ties. For ex­
ample, the letter is addressed to Captain Cropper of the "Cortes." This was 
a ship of the Vanderbilt, Nicaragua Line and the letter was addressed oare or 
I'Garretson and Fretz" - who were the Vanderbl1~ agents in San Francisco. I 
believe the correct name or the firm was "Garrieon &: Fretza l1 

In 18,54, Vanderbilt was operating two opposition Linea to California, 
one "Via Panama" - tbe other "Via Nicaragua. 1t Both in opposition to the ships 
of the regular mail line. 

The ttOhio" was a ship of the U. S. Mail Steamship Co., the .mail line 
to Panama, and this Line connected on the Pau:1fio with the ships of the Pacific 
Mail S. S. Co. - Panama to San Franoisco. 

The competition between Vanderbilt and theMa1l Lines was very keen 
and very bitter. I rather imagine the letter was from a Vanderbilt source to a 
Oaptain of a Vanderbilt ship, hence rather unlikely that it would have been 
carried on the Ohio to Panama, but rather by someone on a Vanderbilt ship whioh 
sailed on the same date. I believe that had it been handed to a regular mail 
ship on the Pacifio to carry to S.F. it would have been rated at "Way 10." I 
believe that because it was carried from Panama to ~.F. by one of Vanderbilt's 
ships (no mail contraot) is the rea~m it was rated !I\ ay 11." 

Thanks very much for the Kentucky cover and I will endeavor to return 
the favor at the first opportunity. 

I will be glad to have a look at the l¢ 1851 cover. 

With my kindest regards -

CordiallY yours, 



r. '. Scott Polland , 
11bert BId~., 

San Pafael, Calif . 

Dear Doctor: 

Sept . 2, 19.52. 

Some time aeo e h d so.o corras onde ce 1'e - covers i tll 
the .J.' .. y' in nuble-line ov 1. Perha s ~rou re(1d in the 
Kon nsar column in ffi'1i.li S the co ent by him und by Nathan on 
sev r 1 COy r 'ith 1s IilE rkinr, end a rate of elven (1 ). 0 

one th t I have been I3ble to tiscover 0. B been able to figure 
why ratings of "11 . Recently the 0 ner showed r,e one of t ese 
covor::> - ono the t as Hnticllod in the KonViisr r column, with a 
II] 1" l'ating , am dated lIe' Yorl- ar 6 1854. I douht if Ed aT 

e or figured out the meanin; of tbe \'1111 men Bleh cov rs aro gcn­
rally rated "10 . ' I wonder? Do you KIlO? I am b'U1'6 I lmve the 

solution an ill pass 1 t on to you if you Vi sh e 

I mailed my latest Servi('e 4Slme to y' u It at Saturday -
Pleane look out for it because it contains a startling( '?) atory 
on the late Y. ouren. Illouire of .., ~ar hat he thinks of it. He 
is t 0 l)usy to 'ri i;e. 

'y kindest rOe'rds -

Oordially yours , 



NEAl. J. GRABERT 

615 SOUTH NORMAN AVE. 

EVANSVIl.l.E 14. INDIANA 

September 12, 1952 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Enclosed is the 1 cent 1857 cover. 
I am sorry to confess that I am unable to type the 
stamps as yet, due in part to lack of practise and 
not having seen enough of them to really work them 
out. When I compare a type I have in my possession 
to an illustration in your book, the job seems rel­
atively simple. 

Now, just one more comment on the 
San Francisco "Way" cover. I like your version a 
lot better than mine except for one point relative 
to the Way mark. You stated in the fourth paragraph 
of your letter, flI believe that because it was carried 
from Panama to S.F. by one of Vanderbilt's ships (no 
mail contract) is the reason it was rated IIWay 11." 
It is my assumption that had it been carried by, one 
of Vanderbilt's ships it would have had "Steam'­
"steamboat"-"Ship"-or "Steamshipfl on it. It would 
have to be carried by a contract boat to have the 
"Way" mark put on in the S.F. post-office • .Am I not 
right on this point? 

With kindest regards, I am 

ours, 



J. Grabert, 
61.5 South Norman Ave., 

Evansville 14, Ind. 

Sept. 14, 19.52. 

Dear r. Grabert : 

Herewith your 1¢ 18.57 cover as p r yours of the 12th. I have endorsed ssme 
on the back as to type - plate and plate positions. Incident 11y, th~s is ouite a 
n1~e covar and if you uld evor consent to part with it I would like to acquire it -
first as a l¢ 18.57 cover with 8 strip of six - 2nd ss a pl: ting 1 tern of Plate 7 and 
3rd as a l¢ '.57 Kentuoky cover. However, under no circumstance would I have you even 
onsider parting ith it unless you ere perfectly willing . 

Again re - your o.,v. "7ay 11 cover. Here are some f flY Te'360ns to account 
for the unusual rating of I ay 11." It as not rated f 8y 11" ocordi11€ to the w or 
the Regulations at th t time because it ad been ruled by the Department that letters 
brought in by aster C'3rr1er 'lere not to be r ted as r lY Letter. Oonsult henry on 
this poin't . Second - had 1 t bgen brought into .!t'. by a regular ma 1 steamship it would 
have been rated the same as others, viz., U, ay" and "10" or "Steam 10" etc. Because it 
as brou ht in by a non-mail contract ship I believe that the S.F. P. O. clerks tl re per­

plexed as to how to rate it - perhaps the Captein of the ship claimed a l~ ae and this 
s added to the lO¢ rate - thus 1011 due and whi le they ha d no business to cla sBthis as 

e ay Letter, I believe that they did. ;bat e are trying to deci e is why the letter 
is rated as tty.sy 11" hen e are fully aware that there was no P.O. egul"'t;lons which 
permitted a I -ay 11" rat in 1854 . You stated that to have a ,ey marking it would hove 
to h ve been carried by a contract ship. Yes, according to 'the l\eguletions Uut at rate 
of lO¢ as a oontract ship as not entitled to receive a 'jey fee at (lIlY time and espeoially 
1n the year 18,4. 

If you disagree, I lill ue :lad to 118 ve your conment. 

Wi th my kindest regards -

Sincerely your~, 

{24-4l) 



Sept. 14, 19.52. 

Dr. H. Scott Polland, 

Albert Blog., 

San Hafael, Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

Yours of the 4th received and I Vlas more than pleased to receive the photo 
of the P.F. certificate of the l¢ ooil pair. I think sometulng should be done about 
the P.F. Committee - They should either revise and correct their methods or they 
should go out of business. The way they have been carrying on iher aent years makes 
serious philatelic research work a positive joke. It has been almost a cinch to 
copper every opinion they render. Bogr:s oame out to see 1m in July and we discus sed 
the proposition from A to Z. I think they are sincere in their desire to give good 
service but I think the trouble is that those in command are far too inexperienoed. 
They have issued an invitation to me to go down to New York at their expense and con­
sult with them. I wrote Edgar today inquiring if he was coming East next month and if 
so I wanted to consult with him regarding the ~.F. I could arrange to meet him in 

ew York. 

Now for your letter. 3.1<'. n~ 11" - made a photograph of one of these 
covers and later I will send you a print. I understand that M. Nathan owns one. I am 
wonaering if he would loan it to you so that you could study it and make a photograph? 
Would you mind askin~ him? I am wondering if Edgar owns one? ~ould you mind calling 
him up and inquiring? I have not mentioned it to him. I believe I have the solution, 
but before going into that I want to send you a photo-print. 

John Fox was here a week ago yesterday. I note he was scheduled for Denver 
yesterday - Los Angeles on the 11th and 18th - S.F. next Saturday, Sunday and ·onday. 
J. am sure you will see him and he will tell you about the nice visit he had with the 
Ashbrooks. 

Thanks for the clipping about Edgar. 

Souren. lie was a plain thief and was a mystery to the whole New York crowd. 
I am convinced that he possessed some sort of hyphotic power and with it he influenced 
bUSiness men to deal with him - men who would ordinarily have refused to trust him. Amos 
Eno is the plaintiff who is suing the ~state. Souren surely hypnotized Ene into leaving 
those sheets with h~ to sell and not demanding any receipt. I remember an experience 
that Mr. Newbury had \'Jith Sour en tha t cost him $1,500. I think there is no question 
but what he worked a trick on r. N. I never thought much of his Expert Service in spite 
of the fact he had an elaborate tlLaboratoT'I." On several oocasions I told him that the 
finest scienti~1c equipment was in tl measure useless Without the philatelic knowledge to 
o with it. Souren hated Colson worse than poison ano he took Bradley Martin away from 

Ison and had him return a lot of purchases to htm. I remember a number of the items 
red in Souren's book, "Philately of tomorrow." I suppose the 2¢ '69 bisect cover 
ne that Colson sold Martin. and Souren had Martin return it to Colson. Colson 
bly then sold it to Moody. I think this same cover was in the Seybold sale in 1910. 



,2. Dr. W. Scott Polland - Sept. 14, 1952. 

Prior to Seybold's death, he as Colson's etar oust mer. In the Jouren book is a 
pioture of a 30¢ 1869 cover. I saw and examined this COy r when it pelon ed to Colson 
and it \ as my opinion it weB bad . I have enlarged photographs of it. 

Re - the ,I.).li. oertifloate on the lit co 1 pair. In reoent m nths (or years) 
the P. F. Co ittee h 8 a n 18s~ing oertifioates with the one ignature of ~t lnwey, 
I think it make ch differenoe whether one person signs or 6 half Q dozen, i ply 
because those ho ve ~igned in the past ar unknowns ith no reputations in philately -
or x ple, Baverbee ho 1s Haverb ck? Or odkind, or Corin, or others whoa Sig-

n tures have appeared. hre they known to be c pable students? Each is new-cam~r and 
if any e or them know e darn thing about 19th U. S. I would be greatly surprised. Yet 
ell of the above have signed certlfioa~es on very controversial items. h~t about that 
ce tlfloate they iSBu-d to you on a 5¢ 18S7 Orange Drown - stating that in their opinion 
th blaak grid - 'a e ina. Note who signed - (1) Stelnway - he onlt know a damn 
th1 about t. S. st lpS - l2) Haverbeok - he specializes in China (3) Coodk1nd - rank 
four flu. her i th praotioally no knowleage 01' at ps, much less 19th U. • an (4) Oorin -
I have been in this rame for many years but I don't knOVl anything about r. Corin. 

I was amused r.. t E ,.. r's coronent re - th "Coils" you obtained ro him. 

I em wondering if' y u noticec'i. liard's column in ekeel' s of Au • 29 th and hi e 
ruf renee to 8 cover with the earliest knom u~e of a 5~ 1857 Brick led. The cover he 
cited 1s a rank fake and arU has been informed hat ltis . I have kno n that cover 
since 19p6. 

Phil Ward 1s tot lly without any principle and he ~ouldn 't h sitete to double­
cross hi best friend or his a ilIl flesh and blood. 

y kindest r ards. 

Cordially yours, 



, 

Dr. • cott Polland, 
Albert Bldg., 

San Rafael, Calif. 

Sept. 19, 1952. 

Dear Doctor: 

Here is a print of the "~~AY 11" oover also print of a clipping from 
Sl'AMPS. 

Note the covor - It 18 addressed to e Captain Cropper of the Steamer 
Cortez oare of Garreteon and Fr tz, San Francisco. The letter is dated New York 

arch 6, 1854. The encil notation re - the '.S .Ohio has no relation to the 
cover - at least no evid nc of suoh. 

In the Spring of 1854 the "Cortez" s a ship of Vanderbilt's Independent 
Line Via Panama, and Garrison & Fretz were the S.F . ~gents. 

Why the" AY 11" when this I ay" is usually Way "lO? I thoUi ht per­
haps this letter was carr! d lIoutside of the mail" by one of Vanderbilt's Inde­
pendent steamers V1a Panama sailing from No York ononusy arch 6th, 18,4, or 
possibly by a ship "Via Nioaragua," thus broupJlt into u.F. by a non-oontraot sh1p 
and thru error as rated as a ' ay" with "11" ue. I thoueht perhaps lay mail 
brought in by the regular mail steamer ,ere rated as tI AY 10. n You wi 11 reoall 
that after Dec. 31, 1852, the P .O.D. ruled that no Way mail brought in by a water 
carrier was to be charged with a ay Fee. t any rate, I think the rating of nll 
was an error due to a misunderstanding at the G.F. office as how to rate suoh "Way" 
mail. 

I note that M. C. Nathan states that he has a cover from Chile dated Feb. 
25, le54 and brought in by the Stephens ana rated" 'ay 11." The Stephens was a U.S. 
ail steamship of the Paoific ail S.S. Co. This seems to dispute my theory that 

the" ay 11" was reted (thru error) only on mail brought 1n by ships of the Vanderbilt 
Independent Lines operat1ng at that time to N1caragua and Panama. I would like to 
have a photo of the N than cover with" ay li." 

'ould you mind discussinB this 'lith Edgar end if he would like prints the 
same as the enclosed I will send them to him. 

ith regards -
Oordially yours, 



M.C NATHAN M . C. NAT HAN & CO. 

r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 - N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear ~1r. Ashbrook: 

PUBLIC ACCOU NTA NTS 
519 CALIFORNIA STREE T 

SAN FRANCISCO 4 

EXSROOK 2-5245 

M. C. NATHAN, ..JR. 

SeptembE'r 19. 1952 

I received a call from Dr. Polland yesterday with regard to 
Way covers. I looked through my collection last night and found several 
that may be of interest to you. He said that you 'llould like to photograph 
them and then retum them. 

The cover addressed to Daniel Gibb yOll will note was dated 
February 28. 1854 and came from Valparaiso. The "11" evidently w~s -placed 
on it on arrival at San FranCisco. You will find a notation on the face 
of the letter that it was received on the J. L. Stephens on April 3. 1854. 
which is evidence that it did not catch Mr. Gibb at Panama but went all 
the way to San Francisco. 

The cover addressed to Mrs. Ellen I. McHenry has a hand stamp 
"11" which was either placed there by the carrier or by the -postmaster 
at Nac~~ or New Orleans. I just recently acquired this cover. The 
notation on it "in July 1851" was on the cover when I got it. This 
particular"San Francisco 61'postmark cancellation was used in 1851 and it 
is quite possible that this cover was used in that year. 

The other two covers I have had for quite some time and they 
are different markings. so I thought that you would like to see them. 

I would like to hear what comments you have on these covers as 
I understand from Dr. Polland you are doing some research on these markings. 
When you are through with them, would you please send them to me registered 
mail to the above address. 

MeN :el 
~ncl. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely. 

~.~-~ 



... 

Sept 24, 1952. 

Mr. 1 • C. Nathan, 
519 California St., 

San Francisco 4, Calif. 

Dear r. Nathan: 

I certainly a preciate your kindness in the loan of the S.F. oy 
11 cover which I am returning herewith together with the three 
additional covers • 

I have seen another cover rated Vlay and a pen "11" at about the 
same period, viz., B lJtter from New York \ ith a ate line of ), arch 
5, 1854, and no Now York postmark . It is addressed to the Captain of 
the "Cortez" at S.P. I assumed that this letter was carried to S.F. 
by the Independent Line via Panama or perlaps via Nlo8ra~la and because 
it came in by 8 non-mail contract shi pit was routed - thru error by a 
postal clerk as .al~ 11. Ho aver, I note th t your cover, as brought in 
from Panama by the Stephens, hence I tnfer th~t the Independent Line 
feature had nothing to do with the error in rating. In both cases it 
was, doubtless, Just an error by a clerk in the S.F. Post Office around 
April 1854. 

Edgar Jessuo has a cover \Vi th this ~ ay mnrk1ng and hondstamped "10 11 

and the letter inside is datedlined 1 ew York Nov. 6, 1854. This see.llS to 
be the closest date of this II y1l marking thrt I have to your oover. 

I believe th t the Dape~ment at . ashlngton made a ruling in Decem­
ber 18.52 that y fees should no loI18er be charged on any "tiey" mail 
conveyed by water. 

Re - your 1853 envelope of New na nB ttJul 4" - This as simply a 
"':ay" letter by stea boat into New Or ans of a dete of .Tuly 18.54 or later. 
There was no ay fee on it. 

The Packet cover of .TIm 9 would be .run 9. 1852 or eariier - probably 
.Tune 9, 1851 - (2 x 5¢ plus l¢). 

He - your S. F. cover of "1.5 JULY. tl I note thi has a pencil fOC<rking 
of 1851 and I feal quite sure th"t this 1 the correct a te,vh:., '1.5 July 
18.51." I have a record of another cover that, ant by the same me:1l to 
St. Louis - same postman!: - seme 'Pa1d" - etc. I do not think that the 
blue marking has any rate signifioance. I cannot imugine any connection 
this 'Would have wi th a ay rate. 

Again many thanks. 
Sincerely yours, 



M C.NATHAN M . C. NAT HAN & CO. 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

519 CALIFORNIA STR-=::ET 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. .1ft. Th)mas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

SAN FRANCISCO 4 

EXSROOK 2-5245 

M. C. NATHAN , JR. 

September 25, 1952 

I have your letter of September 24th and have noted the 
con ten ts thereof which ere indeed very interesting. 

I am just \':ondering if it could be possible that the "11" 
that was placed on the Way letters whell received at Sen Franci sco 
might have been a collect "10" plus a drop letter rate of l~ The 
reason I say this is that there was still in existence in San 
Francisco in Hi54 and 1855 such concern s as the City Letter Di spatch, 
Penny Post Company, etc. Slid perhaps the drop "I" mi.ght come in to 
the matter as part of the collect rate - 10'; plus the penny. What 
do you think about it? 

MCN :el 



Sept. ;0, 19.52 . 

r. • C. nathan, 

.519 Cal1forn1 ,)t . , 

Sen rancisco 4, Calif . 

Dear r . N than: 

I hav yotr of th 25th and h ve c I' fully noted your au astion 

regar-dine; the I 111 th t W B ue. ' ... 'his an a lO\t rate fro 

• York pl 6 a l¢ Oe rier ~elivery fee . lues uch 8S I have never een any-

thin sinil'T to such a co~binnt·on I doubt v 1'y uoh jf such n explana-

t 
tion wo 1 ap ly e f it ~es )ossible to 80 e ¢ delivery fee to a r te 

of posta e th n urely would run across covers ";her riters 0 ld 

have p~ape1d such a fee. For example , 6~ PI' P 1 f m the E t ith a l¢ 

t o prepay a elivery fee . 

I don't know much about the C1ty Letter :l1s tch but wasn't it 8 

Local" r ther than l' 8ul r Government en cy'l The "Fe Post,' a I 

recall. did not c nee busineRs unt 

"it kindest reg rds -

i noe1'e1y ·yours , 





R \ ; 





California "Way" Mark 
"I recently read your article on Oft! 

'way' markings in STAMPS magazine 
of September 22, 195!. 

(lIn your comments, you mention a 
'way' marking with double oval and hand 
stamped 10 on a letter dated March 6, 
1854, written at New York, addressed to 
Captain Thomas B. Cropper, Steamer 
Cortez, c/o Garrettson & Fritz, San 
Francisco. I have a cover with this same 
'way' hand stamped and a manuscript 11, 
addressed to Daniel Gibb, Esq. at San 
Francisco. The letter is dated February 
25, 1854, at Valparaiso and a notation on 
the envelope that it was rece.ived per 
Steamer 'J. L. Stephens' on 3rd of April, 
1854. I also have a 'Steam Panama' hand 

in an oval with handstamp 10 ad­
dressM tlf" Mrs. Matilda H. Wetmore, 
Oakland, California. The cover has a 
San Francisco postmark of Septemhel:..ll, 
1865. The letter shows that it was writ­
ten at Santiago, Chile, on July 31, 1865. 
I also have an 'S.S. Pan. & San Fran.' 
hands tamp in a circle of September ht 
date. This is addressed to Mrs. A. L. 
Tasheira, Cornelia SIreet, New York. 
The lett .. is dated August 28, 185!. 

"All of the above is for your informa­
tion. which I thought might tie in with 
the article that you wrote for STAMPS. 

A{, C. N 'ATBAN." 

<:. 
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Spruce Tops 
Kennebunkport, Maine 

r. ,... tc n;' e ,:. \ ., 'L. 0 lr 

~?I • l't. ThoI"las :'l.. venue 
'ort Thomas, ren tucky 

Of course you are quite rirht 
in stating in your letter of the I th that 
it was correct for the U.S.P.O. to charge 
~4;! for the l)acl{et rate by the II {ashington" 
from Jngland plus 5~ fro~ l.v. to Boston in 
Ig47, r\J~)ardless of the British requireMent 
for pre aYPlent of 1 unilling ~acket r~te even 
when the Ie t ter vIas not carri ed from -:ti land 
by Britis~ mail packet boat. just as Britain 
likewise charged their 1 shillin~ packet rate 
excessively on a letter ~repaid frop! the U.S. 
by U.S. ~ac~et to .ngland. This 1 shillinr 
c~~rge from or to ingl~nd on C.S.D~C et n~il 
~ight be termed the ritish vindictive rate, 
rhich occasioned t~e U.S.Retaliatorv rate of 
July-DeceMber, ll~8, fur I find the dicti0nary 
defin..:.s retaliator~r as;>re~cying an evil wi th a 
simil'1r evil ~.r· 

~aB the ~¢ 8tq~D over~RYPlent or 11 droD nlus 
~d carrier delivery to Joy st. on the enclosed 
cover, or possibly double local 2%, total 4~, 
if year was OCT/I? in 1863 rather than in 1861 
or 1662? PAID(632) has been found since publi­
cation of BPM p.202 as late as 12/13/63. 

Of the four covers to Philadel~hia two seem 
to have a Bo~ton 1~, bu~ ~hat are the larBe red 
a d blac' 12 rna~ - 1;. ~~ ~eR. ~ 
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Sept. 2, 19.52. 

Mr. Maurice C. Blake. 
1. Spruce Tops, 

Kenne bunkport, Main e. 

Denr Maurice: 

Yrlurs of the 20th VJaH duly received a!1n I apologi?:e for my negligence 
in replyin~ . I have been trying to snatch q ll-'.:tle vacation. 

The British T,.O. order of .Tune 1847 could \/ell be termed the Vindictive 
British Orucr. They h"ted us at that time - either thru jealou y or fenr 
and they did not ,'elcor:.e eny encroachment on their c(xnIllf3rica1 domination of 
the high seas. They hed by that time unquestionably learned thru experience 
that any thin they could do, we could 0 betters. 

He - your 3¢ plus 1st covor. I believe that you wi 11 llt~ disponed to 
agree \,i th e that the lise ~'as Oct. 1861 rather than 1862 - Corroct? :y 
guess on this is that the addressor wished to drop the letter in 'I !nail-flox 
and perhaps she diun't understand th proper rate, hence mmted 1:0 be sure so 
placed u 31/ and a 1 ,1 on her lettp,r. Or possibly the lat ter CQuld have originnted 
at :Jome out side place close to Boston, was cerried the re pr ivutely and dronped 
in a box . No doubt either could be correct. 

He - the oth~r four cov~rs. 'Jo . 1 - From. Rotterdam. - lett~r ~/8-l848 -
Liverpool 3/10 - 48 - The Cun~Jrd ships nt this period ran every other eek to 
NevI York so this black "12" is surely Roston, because the "1/8 shoVis t ' e let t~r 
"OS a sin. ,le rate, ot over 1/2 oz. J end a "12" appUed fit New York could only 
have meant 2 x .5 plus 2. Perhaps you will recall that the Knapp cov r a10wed a 
shlilar single rate of .5¢ from Pld la o to Ne\' York - (domesi tc r' tel with a 
British due f rom HollflDd of "1/8" fI\)m the U. S. frontier. Surely this letter 
was delivered into Boston but why is the Boston postma rk rdssing and vlhy is this 
"12" in black unknown as a use at BOAton? Of cours3. the two :red "12" covers 
are Boston and the one of :ay 4, 1848 (Live :'pool) likewise is minus a Boeton 
po t'mrk. I wonder why? It is also r ted a a single 'Ji th liB - f:rom Rotterdam . 
I especially no~e th t one of the sa is postmprkod at Liverpool on Jan. 27, 1849 
ond Boston February l?th, 1849. Those dates are quite significant. 'I he letter 
was rated as fully paid at Liverpool, one shilling, bnt it shov/s nt) credit of .5¢ 
to th e U. S. under the U.8. -Brl ti sh Tr oaty whi ch ha d not gone in to effect in 
~ at th£t time. The Boston rattng sho\'H3 that the retuliatory rate was no 
longer in effect, (as you and I cUscovered 301'le months ago) and that the letter 
'as treated as a "Ship Letter" with 10¢ plus ?¢ due. Very, very intere'-'tin in 

my opinion. 

No i for your third cover. I e1'l cert in (?) thut this large red "12" was 
applied at New York. The rate v,lQuld have been wrong for Boston, bee IUse this 
was a douhlo rate - over 1/2 oz. as witness the "21-(1 that was paid in Britain. 
Thus this ship rate was 2 x .5 plus ?¢ - New York to Philadelphia. 

I will appreCiate your comment on the above . 

va th every good wish- Oordially yours, 



1 r. Stanley B. , shbrook 
33 Uort':1. l"ort '1.0I'laG venue 
..:!'ort T onu: s, I vntucky 

Dear 8t{1nley: 

" .... yru c e T 0 s " 
I ennebunk'JJrt 

J aine 

september 11, 1952 

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd co~enting on ~1 
five ')f MY COV-3rs returne. our views seem to confirm my 0 n in 
every case, including the mystery of t~e lar e black 12 on letter of 
3/8/48 froM Rotterdam, 1/8 sincle rate via I,i v",r"Jool "D Boston 3teamer" 
to hi adelphia. It is hard to believe thrt t~iu 12 ~as a~}lied at 
"'3oston vii t lout any to in or G'TP"' indic ti :m, but tl-J.ere seeMS to be no 
alternative solution. 

I vas sure you vould find the cover froJ11 Liveroool 1/(")7/49 
T") 1/ II P :riar-:.ra" vi, BOS"'()T 1 3 ./:r-L /FiB/12 (~ . r: (") rvd 12 ( 551 )re 

to ltiladcl"Dhia ol'i te interesting. l h'\ve been londuring vlhat your 
earliest record of a ritisl 5~ credit is? I ave lar~e blace 19/cents 
debi t on COVE) fr')p' london May 11, 1849 via :BOSMON J r') ./TfI :/r y/0r (:en -: 
black(rar£ in blncl{ and 24 ("QPJ :562)b18ck to I'hiladel')~ia, but do not 
recall as early use of British 5/cents ~andstam~ed credit. A double rate 
aid 2/re froM 1 nnchester 7/13/49 V .Lf pool 7/14/49 lip ,uro >Jail er:.0Ylf' ~ 

rea scrint flouris thpt mig~t read 10 .or cr~dit into Roston PAID ( 599 
rod 'li th 48 (~ e rlit:p.t 715 red (no ostO'1. c~~t or )stMark) • 

... 1e foregoin£ is a propos of I!l\T rer€nt quer- as tr) eri"d f 
us_ of tle Plrrking ID / STI in t~o strairnt lines in red. I believe I 
have one ')r t"I, '); t':1.eee i'1 ~r"okl i"e, but other tt. n au oein t le1"1 to 
h"'ve al'laYs even a pliec. a-l; lTe';v v!')rk I do not no 'I recall t lE. so rce or 
routes of tle covers. Mhere is one of these covers in a local renneb'Yl' 
family corres [l'1.u.ence Thich I h.aa a chC'lncv to rrlance over recently Clfter 
a reliminary view t.W'o or t~ree :re'"lr'"' ~C'o" non bein ~v~ilc"bl-: f r r-
ch ~e. ~his folded ~i~ lw lett c heet is dated at Liver 001 lr.6t ,1 '9, 
hands tQJ11..,e in 1 nnC'" 0 hI an frE'ne in red I"'J ,..,/: lr. 1"' OJ /. F 7 1:149 ;vi th 
red ink 1/ at left and at uuper right corner red script 5,addrcssed 
lin JteaJ11er "uro a" to Y"ennebunk, ~r::tine, U.').\. v1th'1"tnd<,tamped ID/S"1 
in red on front (no "r~in. ~r Ieverre. resu h~ t e 5 is a r:ti ~ 
crea.i t ')r if' : :ed q t '-ew Vo"'k renre santing r:. credit from til"' rend .1/. 
On t e ~t 8r h nd i~ this 5 reprebents U.~. internal ov~~~e n~t a Jart 
0 ... • tIe fre ty 1/ or ~4 -I, tenth . rate froM Boston to _ cnnebunk pould h ve 
bven 5 ~ but :ror'" reiIT ork ~v;;r 300 Milvs lOt. :::f 1)/3 "':I is surp.ly a 

~., l'" rk ... ' r~ i o!llv, tVJ.lIn t i~ m .. -. 5 mUbt "" .... \Je ..,nt 5, crE)d'; t i~ ril 
1 t9. 6uerv is het er t is ~I",) / ,,':1 /"s r usea. rtt 0 ton. 

!arked and 
on outside 
it' ... c't tl--e 

f r MY 1; Ius ~~ 1~)1 cover in Octob r (1 fl?) nst-
dc.ressed oston, Tour sug estian th t t '8 3tf "'ta:-nn CT C! "'ut 
) ton r i i nOr{1DC of t le loc~l r"te vee~s ~nst r ~ble. 
enclosure to sho ori in and ye~r d te t ltC"1 h~f' r.o vi ~lte. 

.x"'ec~ to f~turn to Brookline ri th 
bcc·t regards, 



Geptl 14, 1952. 

fro Maurice C. Blake, 
Spruce Tops, 

Kennebunkport, Maine. 

Dear Maurice: 

Yours of the 11th received. 

Regarding your cover wi th the large black "12" on letter of 3/8-48 from 
Rotterdam, if you develop anything further on this item, will you please advise me. 

Regarding dates when the U.S.-British Treaty actually went into effect. 
I have a record of a cover dated Liverpool Feb. 26, 1949 - addressed to New York. 
It was rated at 116." (Ship 6) I haven't a very good description and I dou't know 
whether it came by a private ship. No mention of any British postmarks so perhaps 
it did. My earliest cover from England under the 'i'reaty is a letter dated new Ross 
Feb 10 - 1849. It was sent unpaid - addressed to New York and shows a New Yo~k 
black 1t.!!1' - also a large British black "1.. 1

' I believe I sent this cover to you 
severa.l years ago but 11' you would like to see it I will be glad to send it down. 
No ~ew Yorl! postmark or other evidence of when it arrived at J:'ew York. 

I have a record of a COVE:. r from Belfast to New York thru Boston an d rated 
at Ship 7 - dated - Jan. 2.5-49 I30ston - 11jjeb 14" - I judge this very late. 

I have a record of a cover from Nottingham - Bent unpaid to New York thru 
Liverpool on Feb. 23, 1849 with a pen debit of "19 11 and a black N.Y. "24." 

~t a cover from London 2/23-49 - sent Paid thru Boston on Mar. 9, 1849 to 
New York with a red ".5" - also another cover postmarked HLondon 23 Feb 1849 Paid" -
to New York - marked "By Mail Steamer 24 Feb 1849" - This has the 3ritish "1/" in pen 
and a Den 11,2." - thus by a Cunard steamer - also the curved red "PAIDI; of the !Jew York 
Post Office. The earliest record that I seem to have of a BritiSh:handstamped credit 
of tl.5" above "CENTS" is a cover to New York with a postmark of IfMR 23 1849" - the 1-'.0. 
of Manchester. 

I believe that rI'.y earliest record of a cover with the two line "PAID/SHIP" 
is postmarked "ENNISCORTHY - MY 10 - 1849" addressed to New York. This has a British 
hsndstamped credit in red of "5 11 over a curved IIUENTS.II 

Re - the cover that you described to Kennebunkport, Maine - Liverpool 4/7-
red script ".5 11 - "Pr Steamer Europa" - with two line "PAID~HIPfI - In my 

the script ".5" is the British applied credit - letter Via Cunard ship into 
I believe the "PAID/SHIPll was Boston applied, but I have no actual proof. 

I note that you expect to return to Brookline around the 24th. 

We have been having a heat wave so you are fortunate to be out of it. It was 
93 here yesterday but higher in Chicago - Detroit and Cleveland. A cold front is stated 
to be moving down from Canada. I hope so. 

\;i th regards - Cordially your s, 

(24-42) 



I I (.\4 ~~~-=;:=-

~~(Alfl.J. 
G ~¢[x:.y 1'1. tc;.J~ 
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Oct. 26, 19.52. 

,I 

r. l-,. G. Blake, 
11 ason St •• 

Brookline 46. l!ass. 

Dear Uaurice: 

I heve yours of the 19th. 

I note you have another cover that o~nlved by the same trip and ship 
as your cover to Philedelph vith tho large 12. It is odd that both have 
differellt types of postal m rings and I ,ree toot this nicht have been 
due to handline by different clerks. Perhaps the Cun~rd ship Tought in 
a large batch of mail on thet ?8th day of March in 1848. I also no te that 
the Cunarder "Caledonia" made this trip to Boston. 

Yes, I think many of aronits friends wore surprised that he decided 
to sell pl;lrts of his collection but he is the type who likes to acquire nice 
things, hold them for a 'hile and then dispose of theM, and All of this not 
for any desire to make a profit. I think nany collectors Bet a kick out of 
acquiring l1W'terial am then lose interest after a short while of the 
possession. 

I hope to be in New York part of the Hoek of the Heroni sale but I 
dou bt if I will attend f'\Rny of the sossions. 

i th kindest )'et Ilrds -

S~.ncerely yours, 

(24-42) 
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OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35TH STREET 

CHAIRMAN 

MRS. JOHN D . DALE 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E . STEINWAY 

TREASURER 

JOHN R . BOKER, JR. 

ASST. TREASURER 

HENRY M . GOODKIND 

SECRETARY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas 
Kentucky 

Dear Stan: I 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
MURRAY HILL 3 -5667 

WINTHROP S . BOGGS, DIRECTOR 

August 29, 1952 

TRUSTEES 

RICHARD S. BOHN 

GEORGE L BURGHARD 

ALFRED H. CASPARY 

ELLIOT G. CORIN 

HUGH M. CLARK 

WILLIAM A . EDGAR 

GEORGE R . M . EWING 

SOL. GLASS 

ROBERT L.. GRAHAM , JR. 
H . D . S . HAVERBECK 

DR. CL.ARENCE W . HENNAN 

EDGAR B . JESSUP 
MAL.COL.M JOHNSON 

OSCAR R . LICHTENSTEIN 
A . H. WIL.HEL.M 

I enclos e our #3846, 47, 48 and 49 on which we would appre c iate 
your opinions. 

We are having our usual hot and humid weather here and envay 
you in your air-conditioned office which besides being air­
conditioned is nice and quiet. 

All the best, 

wsb/l 
enc Is. 

384b - 90.4 rrbO .... Red 
;; f) -47 - 'Jf Au <1 u ~ 1-

3<6 4~ 90 ./ " 
3~JJI- 90 <f ,I 

Sincerely yours, 

THE PHlLATELI¥ FOUNDATION 

()Juc 
Winthrop S. Boggs 

Director 

em"s - ~fD I V"ec( 

/YY\ /?-ev-I-

" 



c. CORWITH WAGNER 
ACCIDENT 

0 0 HEALTH 

!INSURANCE eAGENCY 
LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
SUITE 18",4 BOATMEN"S BANK BUILDING BURGLARY 

8< HOLDUP 
SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE 

SEPTEMBER 8TH 1952 

MR. STANLEY B. ASHBROOK, 
p.O. 80X 31, 
33 N. fT. THOMAS AVENUE, 
FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY. 

DEAR STAN; 

M A I N 
1 6 4 0 

I WONDER IF I CAN IMPOSE ON YOU AND ASK YOU TO SHARE WITH ME SOME OF YOUR 
PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE. 

ENCLOSE A PHOTOGRAPH OF WHAT APPEARS TO ME TO BE A PARTIAL COVER, POST­
MARKED SANTA FE N.M., ADDRESSED TO GERMANY, AND BEARING 5 (TWO PAIRS AND A SINGLE) 
OF THE 12¢ IMPERF STAMP OF 1851. NONE OF THE STAMPS ARE TIED - AS YOU WILL NOTE. 
THIS ITEM IS THE PROPERTY OF fRANK H. ALPERS JR., OF CIMARRON N.M. - A PHILATELIC 
FRIEND OF ~INE - AND HE SENDS ME THE PHOTOGRAPH FOR MY RECORDS. WHAT DO THINK ABOUT 
IT. Is THE 60¢ RATE CORRECT? I AM NOT SURE OF THE POST~ARK. I AM PRETTY SURE OF 
SANTA FE MARKS UP TO 1857 - eUT FROM '57 TO 1860 I AM NOT SURE. THE NEAREST THING 
THAT I HAVE TO THE MARKING ON THE PHOTOGRAPH IS ON THE 3¢ 1854 ENTIRE (U9-0lE 5) 
AND ON THE PHOTOSTAT OF THE COVER USED IN 1861 - THE ORIGINAL OF WHIOH IS IN MY 
COLLECTICN. YOU WILL NOTE THE nT An OF SANTA 00 NOT CONFORM IN SPACING AT THE BOTTOM 
WITH THE POSTMARK ON THE PHOTOGRAPH. I HAVE MY SUSPICIONS. I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR 
OPINION. 

My SECOND QUESTION. ENCLOSED IS A PHOTOSTAT OF A COVER THAT RECENTLY CAME 
INTO MY POSSESSION. THE POSTMARK READS "FORT BUCHANAN N.M." DATE IN CENTER MAR 7. 
THE FORT WAS ESTABLISHED IN JUNE OF 1857 AND ABANDONED ON JULY 23, 1861. THEREFORE 
THIS COVER WAS MAILED BETWEEN MARCH 1858 AND MARCH 1961. WHAT PUZZELS ME IS THE 
HANDS TAMP ON THE FACE TO THE l EFT OF THE STAMP I N ~n READ I NG r-q~ Ire' ~'\( l ~1rI<' AND 
THE NUMERAL 3 ON THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE - ALSO IN R-D . THIS MUST BE A MEXICAN 
MARKING. THERE IS AN "ALAMOS" IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PART OF THE MEXICAN STATE OF 
SONORA. As YOU PROBABLY KNOW FORT BUCHANAN WAS LOCATED AL MOST HALFWAY BETWEEN THE 
MEXICAN BORDER AND TUBAC - THEN IN NEW MEXICO BUT NOW IN ARIZONA. THE FORT WAS ABOUT 
35 MILES SOUTH OF THE CALIFORNIA ROAD THAT WENT TO FORT YUMA. GIVE THIS MEXICAN 
MARKI~G A "THINK- IF YOU WILL AND LET ME HAVE YOUR EXPLANATION FOR ITS USE. 

THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED HELP - AND IF A FEE IS IN ORDER -
NAME IT. WITH ALL GOOD WISHES, I AM 

SINCEREL YOURS, 

\Vagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation th u - - - Promptitude and-Reliability 
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r. C. Corwith .agnor, 
Suite 18,4 Boatmen's Bank Bldg., 

314 North Broadway, 
t. L"ui G 2, lIo. 

Dear Corwith: 

Sap't. l}, 19.52. 

Yours of the 8th received with various enclosures hioh I 
herewith. 

returning 

Regardine the hotoeraph of the 60¢ rate to Bavaria from S nta Fe. r •• 
In my 0 inion. the cov I' is no doubt perfectl. ood but the photograph is very 
oar nd no year da~eB re shown or size of the various po~tal m~rking. Th a 

wos a ouble r' te (2 x 30¢} "Via =-'rut:>sian C~ed 1." Ruther than to go into 
eta.:.ls regordin ~ auch 11 I am enclosing a copy of my Sorvice ISBue 6 t hloh ex-

plains the Pru8sian Treat~r und Houte. It W B Cl03 d l. ail thru ;.figl d and 
.13el ium - Mail was ut up in sealed bars at Jew York and were not opened until they 
reached the P~issian border at Aach,n (Aix L Oh pnelle). 

Santa Fe u (' d a type of nootma.rk such n s on thi cov.r but Ion ot pi ve 
you the exact period of itA use. The offioe th I' used about five difte~ent types 
of 0 tmurka between 18,50 and 18.52 or 63. .by th y had 00 8s1 n to use eo many 
stampers is rather odd. The Nel Yo:rlc post· rk nust be in re and sho s our credit 
to Prussia of 2 x 7. You h ve probably seen a lot of }Ost Bingle rates 'tVi p.e •• I -

ith credits of "7. 11 The routing on this cov r which is partly covered over 1s .rong. 
Evidently the writer intended the letter to go Via the reman mail but no oubt the 
S nta Fe oostmllster informed the" riter th" t there 'lJvou1d be quite a delay by the 
Breraen steamer and that the letter woul:.l eet th re much quicker if sent by' IIp.C •• tt 
Tb u h the cost was c1.')uble, the writ r deoided it v ou1c1 be worth the extra ;O¢. I 
have an idea that this use ~/as 185.5-1856 or 1857 - one of those throe years. 

,e soldo see a ouble rate to Garnany by P.O •• paid by the 12~ 1 .51 or 
12st 18.57, so it is a hit of a 00 noidence t at I ve on my deBk at the pre ent t e 
a Ai 11 I' coval' with five (5) singles of th l?¢ lASl used from Cincinnati and I re­
oently acquired a cov r sbo ing a tripl 30¢ rate paid by a block of 4 - a ,air 
and a sinele leeven stamps) of the l2¢ 1857 - Plata 3. plus a nair of th 3¢ 1857. 
his is a most unusual and mre covor. Believe me a block of four of tIe 12~ 1857 

from Plate 3 on cover is very rare. Hmv8ver, to the present day bunch 1 'luldntt 
mean much. 

I be ieve th t th post 'on your 3'1 U. S. envelope is quite well kne 'n 
and so 1s the type on the cov rlto BI1.stol- The chanoes are the ty e on tre cover to 
Germany is much soarcer th n either one. I sa to have only one record of it. 

I fear I cannot c·1ve you muoh as 1stBnce the Fort Buchanan cover. y 
guess is that it orig1mted in exicv and was fro n American vriting to f' pE"r on in 
Ca1!.fornia. He evidently put th! 3¢ 18,57 all the covnJ:' and plpced it in a l"exican 
.Post Off1ce. The "3" on the S'lk looks like B Mexican figure and no doubt it was the 
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I 
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2. r. C. Corwith agner. Sept. 13. 1952. 

sum of Mexican postage the writer pa1d. The Mexioan Postal Syatf.m . ent the letter 
across the border and it entered a U. S. P.O. at Fort Buohanan, N.M. In those days 
we did not have a postal treaty with Mexioo and meil from origin to destination 
could not be prepaid. but on the contrary - only to the border. In all probability 
the above 1s the correct analysis. 

ioe to hear from you. 

11th overy good Wish -

Cordially yours, 

( 24-44) 

• ..3. I }tave had som correspondence in tllEl nn t Jith lir. Frank H. J. lpera, 
Jr. of Cimurron, 1. I. If Y011 08"'0 to do 0 you mir,ht suggest thnt he send his 
12¢ t 51 cover to me so th t I can J1ake u ~ood nhoto r ph of it u I ul like to 
have a~w for my reoordo. 



c. CORWITH WAGNER o o 

f!NSURANCE cv4GENCY 

SUITE 1824 BOATMEN'S SANK BUILOING 

ACCIDENT 
HEALTH 

LIFE 
FIRE 

BONDS 
BURGLARY 

8< HOLDUP 
SAINT LOUIS (2) AUTOMOBILE 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P.iJ. Box 31 
33 N. FT. Thomas Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

ESTABLISHED 

1914 

M A I N 

1 6 4 0 

I am very tardy in acknowledging your most informative letter 
of Septe~ber 13th in renly to my inquiry of the 8th ultimo. I assure you 
that your kindness was appreciated and I feel indebted to you for the in­
formation furnished. I t ~lerefore enclose my check to your order in Partial 
reimbursement for the service rendered. It will at least help pay the pos­
tage bill. 

I a~ writing Mr. Alpers and asking that he send the cover to 
you for i nspection and to photograph. He h as been very co-operative with 
me and I a~ sure you will hear from him in due time. 

I have one Itsimple" question that I would like to ask. I have 
before me a folded Ie tter - date lined '·Panama 22nd March 1850" and ad­
dressed to New York. There is a notation on the address face nPer Cherokee'·. 
There is no postmark - but a large "30" struck in black - which I presume 
to be the "rate" charged. What intrigues me is a hands tamped - in ed ­
"ADVERTISED ~ CTS" Why 4~ for advertising in 1850 ? If you can tell me 
without any undue effort - I will appreciate it. If Dot - just forget the 
inquiry. 

I want to offer to you my congratulations upon your approach­
ing anniversary. I am sure that you have enjoyed those years that have 
past and I trust that those that are yet to come may be filled with good 
health, content~ent and security for you and yours. 

With every good wish, believe me to be, 

Sincerely and or ·~lly yours, 

c.Co~wit Wagner. 
Wagner Personalized Insurance Service has acquired a reputation thru - - - Promptitade and..,-Reliability 
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r. arv1n Preston. 
640 '. oodlonct, 

er.ndnlo 20 s loh . 

ear r. Pre..,ton: 

It nay intere t you to 1 a 
nnR verai of • 0 leadlnp, spec1 

an your copy" 1 th h dn tbl transfer 
b ne to the • 

Oot. 7.1952. 

1ry 
ack 

to 

L an 'onderin if YO' oontacte urice ole of ern ole 
Iho Gp oinL1 .... ea in the 1 .J. and '11.0 Ib11shed a book on tho at 

ne of y riend inforred thE't Ion tho st,(lIllP an 1n-
d if 1 ell th S· J. If au en e to p rt Lith it 1 
bE') ,1 n to intorn } lI!l of any rice you c ro to no e. 

din or 1y. ure, 

p? 



r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
)) N. Ft. Tho~s Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear .lr. Ashbrook: 

September 11, 1952 

I presume that by this time you have received the photo­
graph of the II:;Toisy Carrier ll reoently acquired by me. 

I am enclosing two stamps - l~ 151 and a 2¢ dlackjack. The 
latter I acquired last week. After comparing this with the 
Atherton enift and otner double transfers, as pictured in 
Brookrnanls, I figured you would enjoy checking this copy. 

The l¢ '51 I have classified as a Type l-C, and vould 
a ppreciate your verification of same. 

640 , • Woodla nd 
Fernda le 20, ? ich. 

Very truly yours 

Marvin Preston 



Sapt. 13. 1952. 

r. in Preston . 

640 est 00 land. 

Ferndale. Bleh . 

Dear r. Preston: 

Harew1 th the tlYO • ta!!lps as per yours of th 11th. 

The 2¢ B.1. i not the Jt therton Shift" but it i~ certainly 8 

onQerful double transfer. and one that is new to nee Ho~ever, that 

means very l1 .... tle as I never specialized in the 1.J. and never made any 

particular effort to tudy the plat e varieties. I made a photo raph of 

your copy and I ill ende vor to find out if this D.T. 1e well known. 

Your l¢ stomp is B Type IlIA, not 

stamp from the 6th ro ~ of Plste 4. 

IC. It is an "]'11 reliof' 

Sinoerely yours. 



(I 

# 

r. Henry I. Hill, 

20-26 - 2nd St., South, 

tt inneapol1 s. lann. 

Dear Henry: 

Sept. 30, 1952. 

Hero is a photo-print of the 2¢ Black Jaok that I mentioned last 

S turday - '1'00 bad it 1s so bf:ldly perforated. You will note thet the 

double tranRfer is most pronounced down the rieht side of the stamp. a 

you recall thiB variety? 'ill you please return the l,rint as I \~ant to 

send it to Tony Russo. 

By this mail I am sending you a c py of my October 1st issue of my 

"Service" in which you ~ill find my article on the .5 ¢ 1857 Brick Hed, and 

also facts relet iva to the so-called "..,} ore to Ship rete" - e discussed 

this at Harold's last Saturday night. 

The question came up e s to ~ 1 tter to France from California in 1849-

18.50 and up to July 1, 18.51. Hwt sum had to be paid at origin? The answer 

is the regular U . .... do e tic rate then in effect J viz •• 40\f. On and After 

July 1st, 1851, the Stun reC".ired w s 10¢ on a lette!' from California or 

Oreecn Via Boaton and ·ew York and 13ritish Packet via Enrlflnd to France. 

It was 8 pleasure to see you last aturday. 

ith best wishes -

Cordially yours, 



TELEPHONE ATLANTI C 6191 

TELETYPE MP-347 

ESTABLISHED 1866 

DIRECTORS: 

A . J . HILL. - B . J. CASE 

H . W. HILL· H . P . HILL 

R. M. FLEMING - E. G . LANDE 

C . M . CASE . JR. - O. H. ENGLUND 

A. E. COX - S. J. MIROCHA 

P. L. COSGRAVE 

• 
10- 2- 52 

Bilden and I arrived Sunday after an easy trip. We did have a good time 
down there didnt we. I never saw so many stamps and covers as Stark and ~hiersen 
had. In fact I could hardly keep my eyes from getting so tired I colildnt see, unless 
it could have been the lot which John Fox had here yesterday. 

I am returning the Black Jack photo you sent me. This I had never run 
across in the many which I have examined. The big shift I referred to was in the 
upper left hanfl corner written up by Sloane in his column many years a.go and I 
think it mucN better than this. 

1\egards 



Sept . 30, 1952 . 

r . A. C. RUBSO, 

127 North e rbo rn ot •• 

Sui te 311-13 . 

Ohl0 0 2. Ill . 

De r Tony: 

Please note the enelo ad photo . I do not reoall that I ever saw 

th ouble tr n fer b for ' . Can yo 1 t 11 I"l if' t is one that is .:ell 

lmo 1Il or is it unusual? If you have a copy th t shows too top line will 

you nl as 10 n 

my reoords. 

I not 

sale next month . 

to '" as I \~uld like to include the \'lhole doslgn in 

c py . 0 the" th~rto_n ~hift" is conine up n i Pelar.dar 

I have a record of ight different oopi s . 

s -

or illy your , 

P . , .--. indly return the photo-pri nt . 



MID \\1 EST S TA M P COMPANY 

PO S TAG EST AMP S AN 0 

SUPPLIES FO R COLLECTORS 

127 NORTH DEARBORN ST. - SUITE 311-13 

CHICAGO 2 ANoOVER 3-2955 AUCTIONS - PRIVATE TREATY 

Oct . 1, 1952 

Dear Stan: 

Sorry, but I have never seen this double. It really is a 
big one. I'm sure t hat if I had ever seen or heard about it before 

I would have remembered it. I looked over my collection and couldn't 
find anything to compare with it , thought I might dind an earlier 
stage of the transfer • Is it for sale? I would be interested. What 
do you think would be a fair price for that "Atherton" copy that Carl 
has? I know that there are at least eight copies as you had told me 
once before, I think I have photos of about five myself, that you have 
sent me from time to time. I told Carl that some time ago when he told 
me that he was going to have it for sale, but I geess he doesn't pay 
any attention to me. 

Stan, can you give me your opinion on this 2¢ Confed. turned 
cover? I can't understand the two cents rate used in this fashion. 
%Am lid appreciate your opinion on this cover, for which I expect you 
tG send me a bill . ~ 

Regards, /""-1· '2, .. , .. . 
-



.. Ir. H. • htherton, 

1.562 .1ain ~ t., 

Bpringfi clu, 'asG. 

Dear Erby: 

Oct. 3, 1~.52 • 

bas been Ion ina s~nce - h~ve he rd rom you. 

ou (. n Jh t are you 01ne these ny.:;? Anythine in stomps? 

Here i. a hc'" 

me recently. I n v{r 

Uk. to lOlor if it is 

o.f' • D.J. thF t a eh p p in richigon sont 

81'1 this ~.l. of ore And. therefore, I uld 

nyth':'ng unu uel. re ynu fami1i r 'i11th it', 

y best ish s to Y u rby. 

Cordially you s, 



H. P. ATHERTON 
5 YALE ST. :: HOLYOKE, MASS. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
3S N. Ft. Thomas Avenue, 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanby, ••• 

Oct 1 1952 

This shift is a VERY GOOD one. In my lot when 
broken up, had 1200 NICE copies, about 25 0 being on oover. In 
my lot, I did NOT have this shift, as it is "wider" than any I 
had, tho many of mine were almost like this one. 

Sorry that I did not keep a record of these 
shifts; but they were quite minute in many oases - hard to de­
soribe, except by photo - tabooed at that time. 

Mother died last fall. I was at home so muoh 
of the time that I gave up Springfield Office, and have begun 
an Office here at home. Expect to get going g"od soon. 

As a 2nd photo of this shift arrived day 
after the 1st, it may have been for my "Files"? Will hold it. 

Took a 2nd award in Phila APS Exhibit. on 
"FOREIGN INCOMING MAIL CANCELLATIONS" - enclos a duplicate 
copy for your "Squint" - or are your eyes still 20-201 

Sincerely, 



r. H. P. Atherton, 
.5 Yale. t., 

Holyoke, a138. 

Dear Erby: 

Oct. 11 , 19 .5~ • 

Thanks very muoh for yo rs of the 7th. I as surprised to loarn 
th t yuh d ohanRed your add ess and sorry to learn thnt you had lost your 
mother. 

R - the B • .T. shift. If you never saw a copy of this one it 8urely 
must b 8. u :rce vari ty. ~ suppose the nost probable explantlon would be 
that it caMe f~m nearly c ndit on of a plate, that the position as 
burnisbed out and a fresh untry made. I have often ondAre(' why e dr.i:nd BO 

many double transfers amonr the B.J. nd no major onea of any of the other 
value of the national Bank Note tamps of 1861-1866. 

Yes, reta1n the ."eoond print that I 6 t you and 11' you ever run 
across a duplioate, pl~ase advise me. 

I think you have n1 e speoialty in U. f." cancels n inooming fore1gn 
11. J. tpp se you take t hem on or o. f. 

Best ishes to you Erb • pas ed my three score and ton ya terday. 

Cordially YOUTS, 



r . I gnatz Reiner, 
2950 Bainbr1dge Ave . , 

New York 58, i.Y. 

De r r. Reiner: 

I believe that your l' vorite stamp B the?¢ lack j ok. I a 
enelo ing a photo-print of a tamp tb t waD submitted to me recently 
and 1 t shows a aouble transfer th t 1s n w t am ondering 11' 
this particul~r v rioty 1s 'ell kno\7n or is it ono t at rather 

luelve. AllY 1nt ornatl"n you can give me will be a prec1!'1ted. Kindly 
turn the ph tc- prlnt - stmnped addressed velope here ith. 

Sone year. ago I discussed, ith urica Cole of ",rndn1e . ioh. 
the number of cover with pairs of the H.J. and inquired if he had 

-noticed q ite :ew of th n n if so if e h d any exp1anat on for the 
4¢ .:rate . Lat;r he e it In a liat of some 50 covers in hi collection 
nd the on y c nclusion 0 ul r~ach th t all such ite~ re l~ 

OVer :rs . -t doeS tr<: nee th t so ny such coy r6 ex1 t. ray I 
in ulre if you e experienoe. 

I tr st hat you ill p raon thlS 1n~rusion but a re you 
th twill s1no rely 81'1'1' elate n,l infor. tl n that you oan ,iva me. 

Very truly YOUrf • 



Pas t PRESIDENT 

Htl F. Beat 
1215 Nottlnllham Rd. 

Grosse Pointe 30, Mich. 

.t'resident 
~~X 

and 
IWC:lmU!lXDlXIIl«mRl!X 

Illnatz Reiner 
2950 Balnbridlle Ave. 
New York 58, N. Y. 

TREASURER 

Stephen G. Rich 
P. O. Box B 

Verona, N. J. 

BOARD SECRETARY 

Joseph M. Clary 
135 Polk St. 

San Francisco 2, CaUf. 

JUNIOR PAST PRESIDENT 

Vincent Domanski, Jr. 
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Lee H. Cornell 

Walter J. Vredenburgh 

1952 
Alfred Diamond 
ArchY S. Myers 

1951 
Ben Reeves 

J. Edward Vinlntr 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Ward H. Alkema 
P. O. Box 3768 

Kercheval Station 
Detroit 15, Mich. 

BOARD OF CHANCERY 

William J. Frye 
3HS Branson Drive 
San Mateo, Calif. 

EDITOR S. P. A. JOURNAL 

J. Elmer Zinsmeister 
340 N. PinL Ave. 

Chicalro 44, ilL 

SOCmTY ATTORNEY 

Maurice F. Cole 
Harrison Bldtr. 
Ferndale, Mich. 

COMMITTEE ON 
BRANCHES 

Art Bledsoe 
826 Monroe St. 
Topeka, Kans. 

DIRECTOR 
JUNIOR ACTIVITmS 

John J. Britt 
481 Fort WaohlnJrton Ave. 

Ne .. York 33, N. Y. 

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY 

Alfred F. Stern 
14074 Superior Rd. 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 

THE NATIONAL STAMP SOCIETY FOR THE AVERAGE COLLECTOR 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
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Dear Mr. Ashbrook~: 

REPLY TO ADDRESS CHECKED 
IN LEFT HAND COLUMN 

October 4th, 1952 

It was a pleasure to receive your letter, and 
an equal pleasure to help in any way on the 
stamp which was enclosed. 

I was glad to see the copy snet. It is one of 
the unusual types of double transfers, and only 
the second one which I have seen, similar. The 
other one I remember seeing some years ago, either 
in l~ew York or in .Phila, but as I remember it, it 
was a better centered copy, so much so that the 
design was rather complete on the upper right hand 
corner. The Atherton double transfer is more 
prominent, in the upper corner, but does no~ extend 
to the lower right in any manner. Nor does the 
Atherton, extend into the vignette( as this does, 
if you will note the dotted lines very faint) 
in the background. rrhis was stated merely for the 
purposes of identification. This is the elusive 
transfer, and as I have said, the second which I 
have now seen. I am glad to see that another copy 
has turned up. If I can remember where I saw it, 
I will contact you again so that you may be able 
to get a photo of the same. I sincere~y believe 
that you have a rather scarce variety item. 

Nith reference to the 4¢' usage, by means of 2 
Black Jacks, I have encountered this often too. 
r can explain some of mine as double rate local 
postage and others as foreign mail printed matter 
postage: As for the others, 1 believe that Cole 
had the right idea. lV10st of them are overpays. r 
can sjate this als 0 because. r have covers on which 
there are 3 - 3¢' and a blck Jack making II¢' ~n pay-
ment of the postage to Cuba, which at that ttm~h:~Stime. 
lOde People didnt care for the extra penny a 
~ t'"' seems. 

Hope that r have been of some help to you, and was 
glad to see the photo print. If there is ever any 
other problem on which I can be of assistance, please 
do not hesitate to write me. With best regards, I 
am, I /1 ) 

~
"Il.~l:'c __ 

THE SOCIETY ASSUMES NO RESPO:s'SIBlLITY FOR PERSONAL USE OR PERSONAL C R c'ls~DE UNDER ITS TITLE 

IG ATZ REINER 



r. tz iner, 
2950 R1nbr1dg9 Ave., 

ark .58, I .Y. 

ear r. 'c1n r: 

1 also 
s. 

Y kil'l 

v y kindly for our 1 
I B.r. a lble t 

photo. I -ill be 0 

e n post card. ! 
bett rent rod, I 
n ~ocord for fil 8. 

our re. rll: '!: a"'d 

t "' rase 

Oord -all' yours, 

Oct. 7. 195~ . 

let 

cav ~~ sho in 4¢ 







EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions • Appraisals 

TELEPHONE NYACK 7 . 096' 

Sept. 10th, 1952 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fbrt Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stan: 

Thought you would like to see the enclosed. I guess 
this is the orange brown but look at the cancellation they 
guarantee. 

Enclosing another that I would not guarantee. It is 
a better color. 

EDC:mkl -E~a D. Cole. .,,--



Se pt . 13, 19.52 . 

f Mr. Ezra D. Cole , 
l / 

Nyack, HeY. 

Denr Ezra: 

Herewi th tlle P.F. oertifioate and the two copies of the 5¢ O.B. 

Dr. Polland sent the stamp and cSl"liificate to De at the time and I made a 

photo of the eertH'lcata. I do not recall what I ... rote him as I \lon't seem 

to have any memo in my files. 110 ever, I nuppose I must have wondered how 

the ComMittee C8Illa to the conclusion tL.8t the c:ancelation is ssnuine. I am 

sure I ~JOu1d not state 1 t WG8 coud or waR bad - if I did it would be re 

guess-work and I have Q suspicion I know more ahout a .5¢ 18.57 Oranee Brown 

than any of the "Experts" who 6i ~ed this oe rtificute and in add1 tion. I am 

dafJn sure that you do . If tl ey ooy it is good the ohances ore that it is bad. 

The stamp is an O. B. but your oolor is better. has more yellow in it. 

negards . 

YoUI'S etc., 

(24- 46) 



EZRA D. COLE 
Rare Postage Stamps 
NYACK. NEW YORK 

Commissions . Appraisals 

TEL E PHONE NYA.CK. 7-09H 

Sept. 16th, 1952 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
P. O. Box 31, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear s t an: 

Yours of September 13th with the 5~ O. B. 
how the Foundation can guarantee a stamp like 
guarantee the copy that I sent to you . While 
I cannot prove it good either. 

Sincerel~ 

~~~ .. 
EJ)C :mkl Ezra /' I Cole. 

/' 

I cannot understand 
this for I cannot 
I cannot prove it bad 



Telephone 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 

5065-2287 

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company 
BOX 448 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

Saturday. Sept. 6, 1952. 

Dear Stan, 

Am glad you are using the binocular microscope to 
advantage. I like mine and dont see how anyone can get along 
without one. They will show up any and all paint jobs, regardless 
of how cleven they may think they are. I certainly would like to 
examine the cover of Jack's more thoro. My previous look at it 
was casual and not under the microscope. 

Am sorry to hear that Mildred was under the weather. 
Perhaps she will be feeling fine enough to make the trip with 
you. If not, call waBb you arrive at the airport and we will 
pick you up within 15 minutes. Telephone is Ypsilanti 5437. 
However I do hope Mi Ired can make the vi sit a s you lcnow you and 
Mildred are always welcome at any and all times. 

A enclosing the PCM paid by five 12t imperf. and in 
addition am also enclosing a cover I recently acquired that is 
new to me. A circular rate and the marking New York PAID 
QUARTERLY. The date evidently 1872. Did you every see a marking 
like this. I never did. I could presume newpapers and periodicals 
might pay on the quarterly basis, but ~ thought circular mail 
was paid by stamps. Am curious to know what you might know of 
this method a settlement with the POD. Maybe this is some Fake 
but it appears OK to me. It might be that this is the crude 
beginning of what is now the PERMIT NO. type of marking. 

I noted recently that you sent a return registered 
cover with stamps on. Dont do this again. I guess ~ can afford 
to pay my share of the expense just as well as you have always 
done. No hard feelings meant, but you do enough, so let me share 
my end. Send anything you might think will be of interest. I 
always enjoy receiving them and certainly increase my knowledge 
of postal history. 

Best of all to all from all. 



.. 

Sept . 13. 1952. 

r. Harold -. Sterk. 

P. O. Boy. 288, 

nn Arbo , L ioh. 

Doar Harold: 

Hero lth I am enclosin Jack's 24¢ Bank Note cover together Hith the 
lettor fran hd lin 1lUken. 111 you pI s return l;hEl latter to me and send 
the COy r to ~8~k. ~ a bit Ui88ppo_n~ed in '111iken's reaotion hecause I 
thou ht he uld note th t th strike is lop ired ~n not like the genuine. 
If he don't k'1OW 8 f ke of tli fl'ri'ne Ie ~ rely should. 

I again lfl d n ex I'linftt1on under th lnoculElr and _ d 't think thore 
i any que st,. on bu t wh t the part on tho oov 3r a s done by a brllsh. I liouid he ve 

ked .tillikoD if h he a lJ"enuin~ strike of thl r 1ng that he could loan to 
[flO f r compnr1 on. If you hFlve Clne "ill you 6 nd it clown? 

If YOI think jack ould like to 6 e ill'ken's letter, Bond it to hi , 
and request him to nd it to me. 

is 
Herewith a1 a return':'ne your uble rate by P.O. I. to I. cny. t 

rola ta I hE d a lett:r from Corwlth egner this" ek 
iml1er covor w1th five copies of the 12¢ '51 used to 

=~;;;....;;:..;e;..J'Io..:.:~'::';.;.o.. - probably in 1856. COr'Vlith wanted to know if the 
1s genuine. He colleots New lexico lIB taria1 so I suppose he 10 trying to buy 
~o at tllose at one time on my desk is 100 ed a coincidenoe. 

I am also ret min your iew York 
1fforont types of t ~o ~r·ine and p rh ~ more an 

Tho are t 
by oron 

in an article in the ~l.Or1oan Phllatelist of. ri 
me rna I and I Vllll copy the article for you. -=Th:""e-----:-t .... o ... ry- is most 
in thi s letter s I "\' nt t') eot 1 t into tl nail before noen. 

Hurriodly yours, 



Sept. 1.3, 1952• 

r. Harold • tark • 

P. O. Box 288. 

Ann ~rbor. 1ch. 

Dear arald: 

Further re - the 'Uel York Q,unrterly Paid." Norona stated 
. 

that t is came under Sections 17 ann 18 of he Act of arch.3. 1863. 

I have 0 copy of th law end also the Regul tiona issued by the P. .G. 

rogarding those Sections. ! refer you to your 1 66 P.L. & R. - under 

~ _ po e 62 - Sec. 251 - under Regulations to paso 30 - Sec. 202. 

Here lith t 0 rou h tracin~s of t 0 types of which I have a 

rocord. Covers ith these rkings must be very rare. 

I have never seen any covers that were e rlier than 1871 or 

later than 1872. 

If you ant a copy of the Noron article le e knOl. 

Regards. 

Yours te •• 



wnot~utll 

COMIISS10N HRCnANTS, 
131, 182 & 138 





EDGAR B.JESSUP 
PRESIDENT 

Mr. Stanley B. As nbrook 
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

OA KLAND 8 , CALIFORNIA 

September 3, 1952 

I must apologize for not answering your various letters, but I 
have been tied up and I did not see anything particularly urgent 
in any of them. 

First I want to congratulate you on the strip of three 10~ '47s. 
That is a very fine item but I knew you understood my position 
in the matter. It does require a certain amount of personal 
ballyhoo and boosting which you always give it -- and some day 
it will m iss that enthusiasm. In fact, Am erican Philately in 
general is going to miss it some time when it can no longer go 
on - - but in the m eantim e, while I do take on an unusual item 
once in a while, I try to stay pretty much with the standard 
varieties and the Westerns . Incidentally, I have had alot of them 
submitted to me recently, and I do get many choice items that 
fit well into my collection and that average somewhere under 
$500. That does not mean that I am not interested in better 
items occaSionally, but I did not happen to be in this particular 
one. I am pushing the information regarding the other strip that 
was tied with a similar postmark and I shall let you know as soon 
as I hear anything about it. 

I am glad you received the photoprints that Dr. Polland turned 
over to me for I was greatly concerned about them. I do not 
understand why they were so long in transit but mails are not 
too dependable at times. 

Theordore Gore must have a very interesting lot of 24~ items 
and would it not be nice if the three of us could meet some time 
in Fort Thomas and each of us have our 24~ stamps with us. 
T nere are so many changlings and odd varieties that that particular 
issue certainly has me down, but I can see many errors that many 
supposedly good collectors make regularly, so I do not feel so bad. 



, 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -2- September 3, 1952 

Incidentally , my earliest 5y brown is cancelled May 10, 1861 and 
I believe it is a pair used from New Orleans. How are you getting 
along on early dates with that stamp? I would be very interested in 
hearing the latest authentic information. 

You attached a note to an envelope which I sent to Mildred which 
bore a postmark which could not be read and you asked why I sent 
it without enclosure. The kids were up at Calaveras Big Trees for 
a little outing and I went up for a few days. The young man and I 
made a visit to every ghost camp or old postoffice in Calaveras 
County and this particular one was mailed from WestpOint. The 
next day we visited Tuolumne County and did the same thing and 
I am sorry the postm ark was not legible so you could understand 
it. 

Are you going to the APS? I could not possibly make for I figure 
I might go East in October. It surely was a s hame that John Hall 
had to pass away so suddenly. I do not think you knew him very 
well, but I did, and I liked him very much. 

With regard to the lOy greens for sale, I do not think I have anything 
worthwhile, or at least it has the reputation of being plating material 
and I think it would be looked down upon by some. I occasionally 
place an item in the local auction and it goes very well but I do not 
know what to do with the entire lot. I may bring them with me and 
we could arrive at some method or conclusion. 

Kindest regards to all. 

EBJ:B 

r . Jessup 
esident and 

General Manager 



.. 

eptl 14, 1952. 

r. Edgar B. ~essup, 
1- MARGHANT 

1475 Powell Gt., 
Oakland, Calif. 

'Clgar: 

Yours of the 3rd received • 

Funny thing about that "Pan &: 8an1: cover, I had no sooner so ld it than 
I had anothor person who wanted it end I had to report it had been sold. Another 
10¢ item that I sold recently s the cover from Now York: to .stockton, Calif .. 71 th 
four lO¢ 147 - sin..qles. I have handled this one on two different occasions. 
However, lt is, possible that the uover might be shown to you as it might be in 
your p: rts st present. I do ish that you Clould see if you can fet any line on a 
ossible other cover l'dth 8 strip of three lC¢ 1847 from I)eru to Mexico. I can 

hardly believe that another could exist without my knowledge. 

I am VJondering if you have seen the latest edition of Perry's npats" and 
his two explosions with reference to me - the 5¢ 18.56 and the "Ship to Shore." 
Jouldn't he like to cut my throat? I am publishing in STAMPS in the very near 
futUre an article on the I 5¢ 1856" - but I oake no referenoe to Perry or his "Pats.' 
The article refutes hio stuff in Pats on two points: (1) That the 5¢ 1856 was issued 
to pay the registration fee and l2) that payment of' the fee by stamps as not per­
mitted by the ~.O.D. I produco ample proof. 

I understood that Perry went to the 11..1' .:s. Convention at Philadelphia to 
c::>nfer with a Committee who ere to publish his "Carrier" book but I have not heard 
whether anything as done. Have you had any mrd? II so, will you please let me know. 
I run just a hit curious. 

. 
Your letter stated that your earliest 5rt Brown is cancelled 

but this is a typographical error. I suppose you meant .n? 10. 1863. 
record tBrc n) 13 Fob. 3. 1863. 

ual 10. 1861, 
Y earliest of 

Yea, it \ as too bad about .John Hall's sudden p:issing. I knew him quite well 
end hed a letter from hil!l about six weeks ago. He sent me a 3¢ 1861 and anted to 
!mo if it 8S 8 "Pink." John was a peculiar chap end. one bad to know him to care 
much about him. I saw quite a bit of him at Toronto a year ago. It looks like it is 
fatal for anyone to head the .F. Look at the record - Lichtenstein - Harris - Hall. 

Re - the photo-print that you sent me. Of curse, this i8 out of my field 
and had the P.F. Eent it to me would have returned it without any COmI!len and ad­
vised them to send it to Ed ar Jessup. I refuse to p9ss on any items they send me where 

~~~~n opinion would roquire any guess-work and I have been insisting that they follow the 
sarno prooedure. r have been trying to impress upon tbem that they are not obligated to 
give an opinion on everything submitted to tha~. It is tar botter to refuse any o~inion 
than to do any guess-work. Today the Committee stands totally discredited and it is 
little mars than a joke Simply because they have passed on so many items of which they 
possese no know1edee. I suppose what aaused them to make so many errors as the con­
viotion that they had to paes on everything submitted to them. 



r2. r . gar B. 1 ssup - apt . 14 , 1952 . 

in re - the "Chip 1 cover. If the th1ne 16 bad in any rt1oulel" -
wh 1'8 i it bad? Just becau' there as no Pony bet Jeen S •• an Stookton a.oes not 
meen th t the ~ . F. ata pia f ke or that the •• rk1ng 1s a fake . 0 Id 1 t 
be ~o ible that the 1 tter originated at a other plec - ent y Pony to ~ . ~., 
but a not canoel d unt1l it roaoh d the S. ' . effie? 1 don't know anything about 
west rn f~anks but on enera1 principles it ould be my opinion th t the cover 1 
g nuine in every re pect . I auld like to rstain the photogr ph d I do wi ho 
you .oula let me no yo opinion of the cover. 

~ Did yoU n tic p 's cclumn n" l' of ug . 29 . 1952 
? tiona a COy r in the ran liollowbush collection ith a 5¢ Brick Red With earlle~ 
r' t of' use as Apr 6 • a,S'l This cover is a fake And .Jard wae cdvis d it lOS fake . 

l hev known this oover since 1936 h n it wa pronounced a f k by Chase , napp nd 
mys If . e showsd it to 01 rk ann he agreed. In th past ye r 1 s s bmitte 0 th 

• • en th y 1 ued oertificate at tin it a fake . lard 1s a re f 11 of the 
bo y t he 0 e out in e1's th t t stuff . Ie ie a double-era r And stinker-

totally de oid of ny rino iple. I a thrau h with him fQr ood . 

Do you e 
to d1 eu the 

ct t! cn e est 
lth you . 

ith best .1 hes -

ont? If oJ I \ nt to e you B 
know . 

Cordially your , 

~an 



CHIPS, 

Wells, Fargo & Co's Express, 

Stockton, Gal. 



~-
~~~~'-; 
P. F ;(~ w<-< V( ~ 

~~.~ 
~~~~ 
~ c.........-\.- _ ~c.. - 5 r t;. 

5L.J~_{~~~ 

lr,) ~ (...:> ~ (fV r>--u _ 

~q~"7 

~~~~ 
~?~! 



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 
JDVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building. NEW YORK I, N. Y. 

Dear Stan and Mac: 

Septenber eleventh 
1 9 5 2 

This was a 2¢ Green with a perfectl;)r good 
Richnond cancel but very, very, very faintly tied. 
I hope you two :'1ill agree "'i th this t"rpe of answer. 

I don't botller you with these things but 
I ~ill say there are a great many of this type of 
item that the dealers are foolinE; with. Certainly 
as a Comnuttee ~e shollld not unqualifiedly clear 
them for sale when no matter \1ho buys them, under 
who. tever assura.'I1ce, he will always be suspicious. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomus, Kentucky 

Ur. V <:..11 Dy ~ MacBride 
744 Broad Street 
Ne',ark, II.J. 

Sincerely, 

TELEPHONE: BRyallt 9·0445 



Dolurly eli ue; M York N. Y. 

,..' ~ 

L.'" a 

• 



MORTIMER L ETNKEN 



Fol'l'U 3817 
Rev. 9-37 

<) 1Qt:? 

~o~t ®ffitt J)epartmtnt 
Received from: 

P. O. Box 31 
__ ._ •• _. ________________ ~_ ._£i.: •• !-'~~!:') _____ ~ ___ • __ _ 

I:"n T n-inM SKY. 

Ono piece of ordinary mail addressed 
;I~ 

to ...... -----------Mr.-M0RfiM€R,-t:-NEiNKcN----------------------
·---------------------49---WE-ST----r3rd;---SfRE-u=f------------------------

I 

------------------------ £~ --~ 1Q.K----lOr----N.--:t-,------------------------
THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION 

v . .. OOnlUfM.mfT I'8llfTIN •• ntCa 5--10325 POSTMASTER .. 
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Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken, 
49 West 23rd St., 

Hew ~!ork 10, r~.Y. 

4)ear Mort: 

Sept. 11, 19.52. 

J"ust a few lines to acknowledge yours of the 1st. e have bad 
reluti V( s or friends ill and out for the past ten days and I have had 11 ttle 
time to do any vlork. HS1Te b~en compelled to let my mail pile up. On that 
account Mildred was unable to get that list of names off to you. 

Just as soon a8 I can, I will check ov Ir your 1\1 18.57 items. So 
fl3r haven't, bad a chance to even look at them. 

The 11 1857 cover is sne~ty a 'ake out I suppose th re might be a 
chance it is okay - No t!. use prior to the war but j'ter - say in Sept. 1866 (lr 
eVen later and a ca:,e where ttlO old stamps "got by . " I se8l'l t.o remember that 
Charloston as 'well as some other southern towns used po tmarks of this type 
a!'ter the war - Haybe it is good - :;: suppose it could be - At any rate I d')ubt 
if a (;over such as this would oe worth any I:;10re than three unused singles. I 
want to hold it and IPi ve ita closer once-ov~r. If ~od , it is darn good 
proporty. 

Our best wishas -

00r(lia11y yours, 

P.D. After 100kinR thru a lot of records I found that Charleston did use this type 
of postmurk after the lar, hence ~ am of the opinion the cover is Genuine and ,as 
a use, say in 1866, and a case where the stamps were perm.itted to ay the rate or 
perhaps they "got byl! - It raises a nice question - which? } aybe the clerk didn't 
know the "old stamps" \' .... e demonetized in 186.5 - Maybe he did but didn't see any 
sense in declaring them null and void. I am roturnine the cover }If)reWli the 





Victor Huber 
1875 - 1941 

Leonard V. Huber 
Albert R. Huber 

VICTOR ~UBI:R & SONS 
Cemetery Memorial Design and Construction 

4841 CANAL STREET 

GAlvez 5560 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P. O. Box 31 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

NEW ORLEANS 19, LA. 

September 10, 1952 

Enclosed is the early Mobile - New Orleans 
steamboat cover that I wrote you about on 
August 26, 1952. I also enclose a type­
written copy of the contents of the letter 
and the information which I have ascertained 
by research which applies to it and which 
you might keep with your copy of the photo­
graph. 

With best wishes, I remain, 

Proprietors of 
HOPS MAUSOLEUM 

3,676 Crypts 

c~;~ 

LVH:HH 
Encl s. 



; '" 

" 

Sept. 11, 19.5 2 • 

r. Leonard V. Iu or, 
4841 OOllal wt., 

New Orlouns 19, La. 

DOl:lr Mr. Huber: 

Thanks very m ch for your kindness in the loan of the eno losed 
cover. I de a photograph of it and if you ish I will be eled to send 
you a rint t in C GO you int nd to vr.rlte story sroun it. Please 
adv1s • 

I retaining th t n memos Jhioh y u sent me but in case you 
wish them returned I v ill love cop1E'ls made. 

If y:>u writ on rtiole why not s na it to "ST iMPS? 

Th1£ is certainly 'V ry in'terest1n COV( r /lnd 1t s historical 
back und is re r ble. Ho fortunate th t it has rv1v d to our t1ne. 

If you w1ll considor 'ST OlD" I ill be e d to reo 
the highest tems to my friend Harry Lin quist. 

y kindest re ards -

Sincerely your , 

end 1t in 

P.s.-- 0 ab ut S~ 1 nd Henry leyer? Did you a vise them re - it? 



,. 

• 

Cir: 

Mayor's Office, nobile 
22nd. October, 1827 

u~ city has been visited by an awful c lamity. 
A fire originating in one of our principal hotel , between 
s':'x a ld sev n 0 clock y~;sterday f.Iorn':'ng laid i. ruins the 
fairest portion of the town; indeed ten-twelfths of the 
bus:Lness part of the place he s been destroyed. Stores and 
houses supposed to be fireproof have nut be n exempt; and 
IAany, very ~any , of our G~st respectable population have 
been eft houseless. 

Will you do us the favor, by every means in your 
power, to ncourage the migration of mechanics hence. F r 
without an acquisition to ~hi5 description of our population, 
it ~ill be almost impossible to prepare fo. the transaction 
of the ordinary ms':'ness of the place. 

I elieve the fire was the work of an incendiary-­
al.Lho' the de 1; ticn of ro erty has been very great. ro­
bably exceeaing Q million dollars. all our public records 
\"i tl the book and papers of the post off:.ce have been pre­
serv:.d. 

I have the hono- 0 be, with very great respect. 

His honor th ayor of 
the City of New Orleans 

Your obt. s vt . 

(SIGNED) 
Jno, 1. Everett, 
Mayor 



TI-ITC"' I''''T£A:~" COVER IS ItT ( SLY ONE KNO N TO i£ A3 j- t V: 'G 1~f I CA..'18.IFf) r. THf 
FTRC"'T" STEA i1()AT ~AII C W"RACT ~FT' [-_N .• 0 HLJ:: . NO .~E''v ORLE'\ S. TH:S O)NTRACT 
Vi AS WITH GFORC: ~ JKL Y 0::- EV' YO~K '\ JD 'v,'AS TO HAVE R N BETWEEN JAN. 1, 1827, 
TC) Of •. 31, lsr9, AT A RATE OF $9,900.00 PER YEAR, 3 TRIP A WfEK. SUCKLEY 
DI"' NOT CO:t1ENCE OP[:f\ATIONS UNTIL MARCH, 1827, v'HEN HE MAOF. ONLY TWO TRI"'\S A 
\'TfK. rlIS COV H V S CARRIED ON OCT. L ...... , 1827, ABOARLJ !JUCKLEY IS STEAMBOl\T, 
T.lF: "CO~LJMBIA". 0 ' ~E . :.:., 18: 7, ItT "COLI I 8T II '1URNED AND SHORTLY AFTER-

f\ [lr- ., V- AlT. CO lTRACT WAS ANNULLED. 

A ':'3':' 0 FIRC'T f 'Rc>':"LrO AY F Y( RK, \"lIERF )HE • AC"' 
( r: r . ") , C'H.... WAS ~NROLLf[l A -:- . V' ORLF AI S OCT. 1 , 
GE ,. '/'8 .MC"'T:::'1 A D AR r OWtI P .. 



A~-rd'~~ 
W\ , b.l. ocr 27 , S Z7 €L:1/~"-d~7 



Aug. 23 , 19.52 . 

Mr. Harold W. Stark, 

P. O. Box 288 , 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Harold : 

I thought ycru would like to have a look at tho enclosed cover 
whiuh I rot in the last Laurence Sale . This S.'H)VlS a triple rate by P.O.M. 
to Baden in 1860. In my files I have no other record oOf a triple by P.O.M. 
and tr.is is the only one of which I have uny recollection . This cover has 
a blook of four of' the 12 rj 1857 . Blocks of four on cover 8:'e a darn 
sight r3rer than the S.U .8. indioates . rote the NeVI York po...:tmark on this 
cover. It sbows the credit for a douule rute (2 x 7) - I tlupposc they didn't 
have a stamper \/1 th u "?l" so perhaps the clerk f!:liled to crOBB ou t the 
"14 1

' and mark iii "21," or would you guess thClt perhaps the l:iendor overpaid 
a rate? Muybe the! uw York Off'ic}e found the letter wu~ llOt ov;r one ounce 
so a 11 the Prussians wure ent i tled to wan 14 ¢. 

The cover was urena sed by Jlll.!l701d friend Bill 1est oack in 1927 
in a Klein vale 167 . 40. Blocks of f ur of the 12; '.57 vere bettm~r appre-
ciated in those days than they Bra today. Peihups that wa~ because Colonel 
'!'raoy was alive and v r.f active in the 12¢ and ran the 'rice up on Bill. My 
guess is th!:lt the Colonel didn't have a cover 'ith a block of fo1'J.r. . I in­
tend to use this cover in my mxt IlScrvicetl so thought you ~~uld "ike to see 
1 t "1n person . II 

I rece! ved a check yesterday from Ohm'l ie for the "Pen 4: San I cov ~r. 
The mmer of that item has been conslderinp, turniIl(; over to me a batch of 
fine covers to Hell and I am hopinf; that he is not so sore about the delay 
on the ftpan &: San" that he hos cha Il(;ed his mind . 

Repards. 

Cordially yours , 



Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box ~l 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear I-lr. Ashbrook: 

R. A. SHAFER. M. D. 

25 W, WATER ST. 

WINCHESTER VIRGINIA 

Sept. 12, 1952 

I am enclosing three items that I would a ppreciate your opinion of same. 
fould you consider the strip of three imperforate horizontally? 

The Rheatown I found in an old book at a household ssle 25 year ago. The 
catalogue gives it as red. 

Do you have any idea what the l2i item came from. I picked it up at a 
household sale. 

I just want to show you the other two strips. That milch postage seems 
unusual. 

We might have some 1815-1816 covers. Last week I picked up two soldiers' 
letters from Camp Peach Orchard and Oamp Cross Roads, 1812-1814 and one 1818, 
Free, evidently from a congress man. ie have a thousand or more staropless and 
the same of Confederates. 

lie have better than 2500~cover s and only 2,000 in albums. None sorted. 

Sincerely 

R • .A. 



R. . Shafer, 
25 '. Wetsr St •• 

linchester, Va. 

Dear Dr. bhafer: 

Sept. 17, 1952. 

I em in receipt of yours of the 12th wi th varia 18 encloBur s, 
all of v.hich I am rHturning herewith . 

The f'ollowin, arc some comr:.ent s -

1°) One Cent 1861 - H.S. of three on cover - addressed to "POKI:!:EPJIJ..; N.Y." 
his strip had hori' ontEll perforations hich were <-'Ut off. A. part perfer te 

item hUb no standing uhlesB 1 t is in a pair showing no perforations uetween. 

2) Ihe Cont'edel'ate "Rhaatovm II is a counterfeit. 

3) The 12ec;i i tam . Hy guess 1s that someone was trying to fIlClke some sort of 
a postal item. 

4) Cover th strip of six Conred 5ct Typo aplis of' 1862. In my opinion this 
strip was not u ed originally on t i~ envelope • 

.5) The 3¢ 861 wi th strip of rive ':'L not unusual. It is what is knCl'.tn s a 
"Court Housel! cover. 

Sincerely your s, 



, 
Dear Stan, 

!-.59-~-!--
<11.;&.1>.. ~O. 483 

3Jark f . • nlr1iUtnrt~ 
Ph ilc:;rl:eli c 8,.okeT' 

102 ~aton 
~Ol.tnrt 16, ~99a.cqugett& 

9-8-52. 

w~ thanks for your let ter of the 27th and my 
aJUlLogy for the delay in answering it due to my being out 
of town on a short vacation. 

I appreciate very much your offer of the suitcase 
gratis, but would like to pay you something for it so am 
enclosing $5.00 which I hope you will accept. 

I received a card from Gene this morning asking 
that I send the enclosed Ship Island P.O . W. cover to you. 
I presume that he wanted you to photograph it for him and 
that it will be returned. Should you have any sale for it 
at the $200.00 figure( it was reduced from $250.00 after 
being offered to several who turned down because of price), 
I'd be glad to give you 10% off. I could move it at $150.00 
but Gene doesn't want to go below $200. I 

You will no doubt be interested in Perry's letter 
re the unused #140 vrhich I am enclosing for your perusal and 
would appreciate its return once you havp read it. It seems 
like a lot of hedging doubletalk to me, but was a pleasant 
surprise as he did not condemn it as fraudulent as the P.F. 
did so maybe he wasn 't the one they showed it to. I didn't 
mention to him that Brookman had passed on it, but did say 
that the A.P.S. Expert Comm. had given it a clean bill of 
health. After getting a couple of more opinions I plan to 
resubmit it to the P.F . Think they might reverse their ori­
ginal opinion? 

The 5¢ 1857 on the cover with the 3¢ is an obvious 
fake that I should have noticed and not bothered you with if 
I had looked a bit closer. Thanks for enlightening me with 
that which I should have been able to deduce myself. 

" 1 , Enclosed is a #118 on cover that mayor may not have 
originated there. Your opinion will be appreCiated. Also 
enclosed is a 5¢ N.Y. Prove on cover that is supposed to be 
the "Blue PaperlT. If this is a field of y our knowledge would 
appreciate your opinion on it too. If you should feel that it 
is the Blue Paper, please write it on a separate sheet of paper 
that I may include with the cover. If not, just include in 
letter with other comments. 

I appreciate very much your mentioning Mr. Ehrman 's 



name. It so hap ens that I am familiar with him and have 
sold him a fe'V it -·ms over the past two or three years but 
nothing of any note. I W2 S familiar with the ~l Om ha sheet 
trouble as I furnished the Eno lanyer c with some information 
rega~ding my viewing it when in Bourens office about six 
months before his death. Ehrman was interested in big piec.s 
of high value Col . and Omahas and may have purchased the $1 
Col. sheet in Siegel1s recent sale as well as the 24¢ Invert 
block, but I doubt both as I have found him fair but quite 
unwilling to pay a really top price for anything . I Vic s thel 
underbidder on the bet ter $1 Col. she ~t and bought the not 
quite so nice one in the same sale for a client. 

d regards, 

P.S. Did you sell Huber a #59 August issue? Rumor has it 
that you did and I'm somewhat curious in view of the feeling 
I kllow you hold towards such items. 



, 
r. Juck E. Moles orth, 

102 Beacon St., 
Boston 16, 

Dear Jack: 

Sept. 10, 1952. 

ss. 

Yours of the 8th reoeived. Thanks for the oheok for ~5.00 for the suitcase 
which I am accepting if you oonsider it worth that sum to you. 

Herowi th I return the Ship IslanJ covor. Yes, wonted a photo-print of 
it. I am sorry but 1 could not recommend it at the price to hny of my friends. 

I also return the Perry letter, and thanks for a look. I don't know hy he 
had to consume so many words to simply say - "I don't It-.now whether it is good or bad." 
l~en am a bit doubtful I simply refuse to express en opinion. I don't consider it 

-a disRrace to state - "I (on't Jr.now. 1I I think it COI!lI'1fu'1ds nore respect than to guess. 
I thought perhaps the P.F. had submitted the stamp to tim hut I suppose they didn't. 
I advise you to re-submH it to the P.F. Expert Comrrtittee and inform them that in8<.:>~uch 
as Brookman passed it BS okay, also tho A.P.S., that in all fairness, they should again 
conSider it. They will probably tell you 1;0 go to hell but if t ey do it will display 
a danm bad attitude. 

Re - the 15 ¢ 1869 cover - I soe no reason to doubt th 
on the cover. The rote was certainly 15¢ and no one has monkey 
r have endorsed it on tho lJack. My fee is 3.00. 

p origina ted 
oar dates. 

He - the 5¢ New York. In my opinion tLis is not the "bille paper" but rather 
the reg Ilar "bluish". HOi ever, I do not happen to hAve a blue paper copy for direct 
comparison, so you can take my opinion for what it is worth, and there is no fee. If 
you \ ill put this copy under 8 microscope or 8 stron glass you will find flne palticles 
of the blue dye, th same as the "bluish" paper of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847. In other ords, 
this is practically the same paper as the lA47's. 

TIe - Ehrman. Off hand do you recall \men that ad appeared in StaMPS about 
the 1.00 Omaha sheet? I refer to the ad in erted by the Eno lawyers v.hen they er 
tryin to locate Ehrman. 

I wondered hy Mr. Rust was satisfied lith second best OolUmbian block rather 
than the better one. 

1 sure didn't sell Huber a l2¢ u st and 8S far as know he 8en't urcmeed 
one - or at least he hadn't up to a f esks ago. /hile would no~ advise a friend or 
a client to buy (lny hir)l priced "Aup,ust," I 1 u d hesitate to obtain cl)pies for (iny VitIO 

insisted on hav'ng them. 

Regards -
Sincerely yours, 

Fee ";3.00 



STANLEY B ASHBROOK 
P. O. Box 31 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave., 
FORT THOMAS. KY. 

Mr. L. G. Brookman, 

121 Loeb Arcade, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dear Les: 

Oct. 3, 19.52. 

I don't know whether Jack showed t ni.s letter to you or not, 

but i.f not perhaps he had a reason so keep it confidential. 

Keep th is prin t or return it to me just as you wi sh. 

Regards. 

Yours etc., 

,. 



l 

lA ·111.$. ~o. 19844 

jlrr. L. G. Brookman 
1 '31 L e. Arcade 

~.~.~.~ 
CIl.$.!-. )fo. 483 

Jack f. ilnlr1itttnrt~ 
Philatelic BT'okeT' 

102 ~elleon 

~o5ton 16, ~1l551ld1u5ett5 

Novembor 5, lP52 

li::meap lis 2, ',iinnosota 

Dear Les, 

$.trI.~. lifo. 1%627 

I am enclosing 3 balik notes that are supposed to be grilled 
as foJ.lows: #139'*, .-If140, and .#142. 

I personally believe that the ~.f139-3*, is quite alright. I hC'.ve 
difficulty in locating a def nite grille on the other t.o. 
Your opinion will be appreciated as well as your signature on 
any of them which you feel are okay . 

InciuentalJ.y, after securing an A.p.S. certificate on the 

~ 

~140 \Thich you okayed a few months back, as 'well as a favorable 
but unconclusive comment from ~l~iott Perry, I sent it back to 
the P. F. for a review of their opinion. They refused to change 
it and I later talic-- d with Boggs personally who indicated that 
their opinion was not based on the renrpsentations of any 
experts but rather their comparison of the stamp with the 
Luff reference coll-ction. This a~p8ars to me to oe a rather 
feeble excuse for a method of exuertizing which results in 
conclusions contrary to experts like yOUT'so.lf. 

J~l'f/mm 
"4:nc. 

? 

Jt#Z~ ,~ 
~/L, 



"PAT PARAGRAPHS" 

TI-IC PI-II!.ATI:I.,.IC 

RC,.CACNCC 

FROM THE DESK OF 

ELLIOTT PERRY 
STAM PS BOUG H T , SO LD AND APPRAISED 

August 29 , 19fi2 

Dear l';r. i.lolesworth; 

eM""'''~ 
CCNSU~ 

"incp. July 1st I have been 1'I0r ;,inrr 
a~ains t a dead line to have at least t he first draft 
of a book on U.S . Carrier St~p s ready for a me ting 
at t he APS convec1tion next r.eek . The text "-~ch ;"as 
a~ready gone to the Editorial Co~"i ttee and t~~ ,~otos 
··hi ch are available for illustr~ tions I'-ill f ill a bo'Jk 
of 4JO pages same size as t he A. ? - which is t ice 
t~e number of pages ~hich I a~repd to have ready by 
Se,tember 3rd . For this rpason other matters, such as 
your inquiry, have had to wait . 

In my opinion the grill on this 12c Nat i onal could 
be good and it could be bad. The fact t~at in som~ 
'::~ys it resembles t!1e gpnlline does not make it I(ood . 
j,~os t fa ' es do bear some resemblance t o t he genuine. 
But unless enough of the grill shoVis and t he i Epres­
sion is clear enough so t ;,at its authenticity can be 
demonstrated it should not be acc ep ted as genuine . In 
nO' opinion the details on this emboss ing are not defi ­
nite enough fo r anyone to be sure it is genuine . 

If this stamp is sol d, I hoever buys it wi ll not be 
getting a grHl r hich he himself can be sure is correct. 
All he ill get is someone ' el ~ e ' s opinion - I'hi ch rna;' 
o r ay not be correct . No doubt t '1ere are t '1ousands 
- or millions - of people in the world who could ma'ce 
~ uill vlhich would just as presentabl e as this exam;>le. 

From my ~xperience , and t he J.aw of averar,es , I ".ould 
t .in" t he gr ill is probably good; yet the l aw of avera­
gp s is no criter ion ~or a s ingle specimen. For instance, 
it mi ght indicate that of ten such grills seven would 
b" good (or bad) , but not v.hich i 'ldividual stamps nut 
han t '1e good (or bad) gr ills . 

The minimum fe e fo r MY time is t,2 plus return ;05-
tage. As no defini t e opinion is rendered - or can be 
- on this stamp, no ot her fee ~ is ;>ayable. 

Since~Q 

,/~/n-- 7 



FROM THE OESK OF 
"PAT PARAGRAPHS" 

ELLIOTT PERRY 
STAMPS 80UGHT. SOLD AND APPRAISED 

Augus t 20 , 1952 

Dear IJr. blol esw;)rth; 

P"""~ 
CON.UL~ 

EX/IIMIN/II,.ICN 

bi n c e July 1st I hav e bee n l'Io r Jeinc 
agains t a dead line to have at least t he fi r st cirflf 
of a book on U. S . Ca rrier St amp s ready fo r a me ting 
at t he APS conv e!1tion next v:eek . The tex t "'hich "as 
air eady gone to t he Editoria l Co~~ittee anel t~o ,~ot;)S 
"'!'li c h a re availablo fo r i llustr " t10ns ','1.ll. f ill a bo·ok 
of 4JO pages same size as t he A.? - ~~; ch is t iCA 
the nwuber of pages v. hich I a:;repd to O'lav~ ready by 
Se;:>tember 3r d . For this r E'ason o t her matters,such as 
your i nquiry, have had t o wait . 

In my opinion the gri ll on this 12c National cO'lld 
b e good and it could be bad . The fact t hat in some 
-rays it r esembles the gonlline does not l!Iake it I'ood , 
.. ~:Js t fa :es do bear some re semblance t o t he genuine . 
But unless enough of the gril l shoVls and t he i pr es­
sion i s c l ear enough so t l,at its authen ticity can be 
demonstrat ed it s hould not b e accepted as genuine . I n 
r:1Y opi ion t he details on this embos sin g are no t defi ­
nit e eno ugh for a nyone to be sure it is genui ne . 

If this stamp is so ld, I hoever buys it will not be 
getting a gr ill I'hi ch he hi mself c an be sure is correct . 
All he ill get is someone ' el~e ' s opinion - "hich 'na!' 
or ~ay no t be cor rect . No doubt t here are thousands 
- or mil Lions - of people i '1 t he world who could ,c'~p 
h grill Vihic h would j ust as pr esent abl e as thi s eXfr:;Jle . 

From m~' experience, and t he l a .. of averae-es, I 'ould 
t -:ink t he grill is pro bably good; ye t the IF W of ave r e ­
ge s is no cri t erion ~or a s ingl e specimen . For i n stance, 
i t mi ght indicate that of ten s uch gri l ls seven w01lld 
be good (or bad), but not v.hi ch i ctd ividual s t amp s aO!li 
han t he good (or bad) grills . 

The minimum fee fo r ~y time i s ~2 plus r etufn ~os­
tage . As no definite opi n ion is rendered - or c an bp 
- on this stamp , no other fee lUI i s payable . 

Since~~ 

"'l/~/n.- 7 



Bt ? F. ;~::'I - '''~ - Sl.. 
Isr.,,~ Tne f3lllf PArER 
;,ee 24-54-



A . P.S. S. P.A. C . S . A. B.N . A . P . S . A. S. D . A. C . C . N . Y 

JJack tf. 2Rlo{esfuorlq : 102 ~eacon §tred : ~oston 16, 2ffi{assnciptsetis 

Dear Stan, 
Enclos ,d is $3 .00 for your opinion on 

the ;fl18 cov r, many tLanks. 
Ifve sent the #140 back to the P.F. for 

2. review of their first opinion anti shall 1st you 
know the outc ane. The ad in St .,mps must he. ve been 
in 1948 or 1949 re the $1.00 Omaha sheet, but I'm 
not sure exce> t that it i,as a few years back. 

Pl~ase note that in my last letter I 
dia not say the the ~1 .00 Col. Sheet was purchase 
for Rust. It lias for a client who I'm sure v ould 
want his identity kept confidential. I Te prl--ferre 
the better sheet, but felt the ~rice it rea ~z6d 
excessive and the second ope (about ._s well"feont(j) 
a far better buy P.t the Jr;l. ce. i f;l.gurehd 'n' , 0' 
diff . at most between the two. Best vas es ' 



p,;")t ~ l . l 
( , 1 

Sept. 14. 19.52. 

r. L. G. Brookman, 

121 Loeb Arcade, 

L 1nneapolia, inn. 

Dear Lss: 

Please note th enclosed an return to e. This 18S sent to e 

by ~ ood friend Dr. Polland. The pair B Lot .544 in the Close Sale nd 

sold 200.00 - .88 pure Bsed by Bzra for Hindes of Oakland. ,hat do 

you think? iould you ttenpt to paas on a pair such as this? I 'think a 

person has a hole in his heod to pay 200 bucks tor moh a lousy thing. That 

1s just one man's opinion. 

He erda. 

Yours etd., 



~ 

L . G. BROOKMAN BRIDGEPORT 2969 

tRtookman ,stamp Compang Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
••• MEMBER OF: C . C. N . Y . • T . M . P . S . • T . C. P. S . • s . P. A . • A . P . S. 

121 LOEB ARCADE 
FI FTH ST. AND HENNEPIN AVE. 

MINNEAPOLIS 2 . MINN. 

Sept. 16, 1952 

D ear Stan: 

I have always refused to pass on these 1902 
coils except upon those that I could prove were 
fakes~ It is sometimes possible to prove a thing 
to be a fake when it is very difficult to PROVE a 
similar item to be genuine. 

The 1902 stamps do exist as genuine coils in 
the l¢ and 2¢ denominations but there seems to be 
a thousand fakes for every genuine coil. We often 
find fake coils cut out of the booklet panes of the 
period but these can be detected instantly by 
watermarking them for the watermarks run vertirally 
on the booklets and horizontally on the regular stamps. 

Another type of fake often met with on these 
items is of course one that is cut from the edge of 
the sheet where the crook has one straight edge ~o 
start with and needs only to find a stamp that the 
perfs are wide and trim it so that it looks like a 
doil. On such items the watermark is 0.1. However, 
the natural straigbh edge on such items will be found 
to be, in many cases at least, ~ not a sharp straight 
edge but will be "feathery" and rough. This will 
eliminate this type of fake. Now the third type is one 
that has such wide perfs that it can be trimmed on both 
sides and if this is properly done it is truly difficult 
to detect. I have heard, but not examined the theory, 
that under a powerful microscope the edges of the coils 
cut by the government, (at least on the early coils), 
were cut by a particular type of cutting roller that 
left its own "footprints" on the edge. The A.P.S. 
Expert Commi ttee once held this information as a sort 
of a "hush, hush" bit of knowledge and 89 far as I 
~ow the facts have never been made public. As I gather 
it, the roller effected a sort of a ~¢~.~ wedgi~ ~ 
action as it cut and probably turned the edge aAnt 

~~-



lo ..... 

L. G. BROOKMAN BRIDGEPORT 2969 

Bt.ookman $tamp Compan!l Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
• • • MEMBER OF: C. C . N . Y . • T . M. P . S . • T . C. P . S . • S . P . A. • A . P . S. 

121 LOEB ARCADE 
FIFTH ST . AND HENNEPI N AVE. 

MINNEAPOLIS 2. MINN. 

as it cut. I have seen some very peenlarily cut 
coils due t~ loose cutting wheels. I once saw 
an entire coil of the scarce #354 coil with the 
top edge really wavy due to a loose wheel--perfectly 
genuine as a friend of mine bought it out of the 
Seattle P.O. but I would bet my last dime the P.F. 
would turn down a strip of it! 

I couldn't hazard even a guess on the coil 
from the photo of the P.F. I could give one b~, 
those lilt looks good" opinions, which aren't worth 
a damn, but I wouldn't even do this without looking 
at the top edge of this pair. The photo is so out 
of focus that I cannot see much with a glass so cannot 
even hazard a guess. 

One thing is certain about any Certificate--if 
it does not tell WHY it is no good I would say that 
it can just be classified as a joke. If you would 
ever tell me that a cover is no good--and couldn't 
~ell me WHY it was no good--I wouldn't give a hoot 
whether I had your opinion or not. I know you feel 
the same way. 

I am beginning to think the P.F. is a joke--­
although it is no laughing matter. 

How I must get at my mail. 

Sincere regards, 



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 

W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 

HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D. 

ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D. 

AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D. 

ALBERT BUIL.DING 

SAN RAFAEL. CALIFORNIA 

TELE~HONE GLENWOOD 4-2451 
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With regards to Lot Ho. $44. the 1'1902 c01l pair. This is 
signed by Spencer Anderson and C. H. Hekeel.· Besides this I have had 
t:r. Costales siet. it and I have initialed it. YOIl can of course still 
Bubrn1t it to the Foundation if you want to and 8ee whRt hap"6ns . In 
my opinion ~f this ono i. not cenuine the 8t~ does not exi st . 

Of course good salos like this cOme along very seldon but,b _ 
lieva me , when ~ny one ia collectIon fine stamps like you co , one of 
the priMary requirornenta i. patience . 

EDC :I11l<l 



.~ MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. 
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Dr. • cot t Polland, 
Albert Bldg., 

San rtafael, Calif. 

Dear Doctor: 

Sept. 19, 1952. 

Herewith the 24¢ 1861 cover. You ere quite oorrect - this is really a 
very fine exampl of the 24¢ '61 Violet changeling - the catalogue listed "STEEL 
BWE" - I feel certain that this is a "natural color changeling" of the first 
color of the 24¢ - the oolor that I call the flBLUE VIO ·T. I I have no doubt 
hat oever that this tamp originated on this oover as the d te of use, early 

October 1861, 1s corr at for this oolor, that is, the color 1s oorr ct for an 
early October 1861 use. 

If perchance you do not intend to keep thi cover I ~uld like to have 
1~ for my refereno collection. I wish you uld sho it to dgar 8 he 1s quit 
p rtial to the ?4¢ 1861 and inform him that I think this is a very fine example of 
what I oall a "natural ohangeling of colorfl of the 24¢ BIDJi! V OLET. This "STE',L 
BLUE" 1s bit dift rent fr the chan elings of the REi5i5IsH VIOL ~. and Iso 
diff rent from the I'STEEL BLUES" hich are oolor changelings of the 24¢ Red Violet. 

Some of the smart boys dom East inoluding the rtest of th all, 
Elliott Perry Himself" take violent! swe ith me 0 the subject of the "Sl'EEL BLUE" 
but perhaps in time th y will learn. aybe yes - maybe no. I believe Clarence 
Brazer sees red 'henever I mention the fact that the S'l:EEL BLUE is a "chanp.eling ot 
color, It and that the ~4ft at mp as never issued in a "Sl'EEL BLUE" oolor. 

Thanks Doctor for keeping posted on our €OOd friend Jessup. I had a 
letter from him earlier this 'eek stating that his daughter and husband ent to 
Detro! t to drive hi s ne Cadillao to Oakland and th t he as gett1n it so thoth 
oould drive the shbrooks to all th~ old ghost towns when we made th t promi ed visit 
to C lifornia. I fe r the oar will be om t before we can get thAt ter est. 

I kne lIr. archant 
noon luncheon to orro. I 
n a fully nice visit with 

s iving dinner for -000 Fox btl th 
you will like John and Mrs. ox very much. 

hen they w re h re sev ral weeks ago. 

InCident lly John bought a ne Cadillac to make this trip. All 
ceem to be buyi~ ne v Cadl11eos. 

it s a 
e had 

friends 

If you int nd to ep this covor ill you loan it to me in t 0 near future? 
I have a greet fr nd out in ichita by the n e of Ted ore - perhaps yo t him 
lest Spr1n ~en he wae in S.F. - Gore specializes in the 24¢ 1861 and • would 11k 
to sho this oov r to him as a tine example of the "STEeL BLU I' ch ngeling of the 
BLUE VIOLEI'. 

I mailed Ed r photo- rint f the" y 11" cover today - please tell hL~ 
h t it 1s all about. 

With regards - Cordially yours, 



2rfri ~eve ~ 

~ ~ g~ /&>0-­

~ lcd~ ~'-L--­
.' (;l~ vi I Z. I D -- I 7 t); 

I Dt9f ____ d.. ~ 117 ~ -



Sept,. 29. 19.52. 

ire Theodore ore, 

400 Brown Bldg., 

\ lohi ta. Kana. 

Dear r. Gora: 

Here 1s the 24¢ 1861 cover that belong to my good friend 

Dr. Polland of San Raf el, Oalif. I think it is quite a fine exanple 

the 24¢ "Blue Violet t1 
- the first 

24¢ 1861 color. I thought you .~uld like to ee hat I classify as 

that stamp. You can return it at your convenience to me. 

ith baat 1ahes-

Oordially yours, 

P.S.--\lth it am enclosing a cover from my referenoe collection with a 

use of Nov. 11. 1861. You will note that this "changeling" is slightly 

different from the October use ~nd wond r if this is not a chenge ins 

of the reddish violet? 
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f ~ The Travelers Fire Insurance Company ~ 
f rn The Charter Oak Fire Insurance Company rn 

~ Hartford, Connecticut ~ 

~ 
In consideration of the premium and other conditions named ~ 

I in the Policy issued with the book from which this Certificate I 
has been detached, the Assured named in said Policy is insured 

~ 
as provided therein, against loss or damage to the property ~ 

I 
contained in the package or described in the invoice, with 
which this Certificate is mailed. . I In the event of loss or damage to the property insured here- ~ 

i under, immediate notice should be given to the shipper for 

I 
full investigation. 
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r. Edgar B. Jessup, 
1- A"q 

147.5 Po ell it •• 
Oakland, Cali l' • 

Dear Ed: 

Sept. 2 , 19.5r. 

Yours of the 13th received. I note it was written a week ap:o today. 
Two weeks ago thiB 1fternoon John Fox was at the Netherland 1'1azf1 with the 
~eroni collection. He came out in a new Oadillac but I didn't at t see it. 

That night . e h d dinner ill the Pioneer Roan' - first tiI'le ~ e hHd d ned 
there in quite a 10 tine. Today Virgin1 an1 John aT'e in San Francisco 
and next J on day n1ght you're givin'" a dinner in hi 6 honor. It he been a 
lone ti~e ago since e used to have those lunches in the Pioneer Room. Bill 
est, Dolph, ichey and the Iretons. BIll, Dol h snd Lou Dr. have passed on 

and Sam 1s complEltely out of stamps. 

t Ed, I fear I'll never get out to Ca11fornis to travel ~round with ym 
thru the old ghost towns. Next month r Yill be three core uno. "en nd you 
know who t the Bible says hnut that mil stone. 

Re - the G1b3-')n Sulo n Lots 4.54 ana 90. I r~ .Olllb r b')th cov r8 well 
nd buve photo...;r~ 1hs of them toot I d. I borrowed both rom Gibson in 1942 

and made careful records. I feal sure that 454 1s perfectly eenuine but that 
490 s a rake. It \'ent from Osaka to Yak homa but there is no e ldence that it 
went by .hffi.e'"ican Packet or even thru the mt.ll. I think 1 t \~as u fold d 1 tter 
th twos carried privately and had no stamps or postal mal'kings. Some faker 
copied another cov. with 42¢ rate. I haven't the slight at idea hmt I 
thought about it in 1944, ut I do have a vague recollecti~n th t ard refused 
to believe that it s e fake. I note th t someone paid 400 for it in the Sale. 
It 1s strange h01 people vho don't know nythlne scout cover rely on their 
o 'n judgement. 

Reoently I d Gibson covor ,517 submitted to me .01' an opinion and I 
found it was a rank fake, but \urd refuse to believe me. He 1 i po sible. Be 
is the d~best c uck in hilntely but ho in ,ines he knows a lot. 

ccording to recolds, Gibson bought Lot 490 from Colson. ihot b_g-of-
qind hes sure plaoed a lot of foke ~ tuff in his time nd he pretends to -nm 11 
th answers. I \~n 'r r.o the effe lnate redhead ever arrived at 0 price of 
$1,250.00 on a block of nine of l~ lP,l - rypa IV. Boy oh Boy - he is gett1 ~ 
nuts in his old e. 'y guess is tret 200 Vlould be the top or sue h pieae. 
In the Enerson deluxe sale of April 12, 1947, Lot 2.54 was a very tine block of 
ten of Type IV - pOSitions 36 - 40 - 46 - .50H1L (,H x 2V). It Bold 16,.00. 
Does t is answor your Query? 

A ~ vert10el strip of five of the 12¢ 18,1 is quite a rarity - no 
question about that, but it ~ouid have to be fine to be worth .500 or morse 



, 

2. 

Mr. Edgar B. jessup - Sept. 21. 1952. 

Did you notioe my reference to the 12¢ 1857 1n my last Serv1ce Issue? 
I believe that I the only wrson 1n all the world who has an ocurate 
plating record ot Plate One. I spent lots of time on the p~at1ng of Plate 
One end in akin an ocC'urate record of same. 

Dr. Polland rote me that he pla.ned to ~tend the dinner tor Fox and I 
hope you pe.rsuade Al owell to attend. I haven't pea2d from h1m for Many years. 

Yes, 
'61 colors. 

No doubt he 

d, the color of the 5¢ 1857 both the major1ty and BO do the ?4¢ 
!>r. 'olland has a ?4¢ '61 cover that - reou9sted he sho to you. 
11.1. 

No, Ed. I didn't go to the ~.P •• Convention. God deliver rna from such 
sfraits. I heard th t this one was a perfect flop. I think john 1ill oonfirm. 
I understand he attendtl oe as 81.1811 and of an interior quall ty - probably all 
wer just flSta p CollE,ctors." 

Ezra knows more r bout sele thet ar cOfling up than I do - In f ct, I don't 
it 0 of any com (? sal that 1s really out tanding except th eronl. 

Yes, Dr. Polland 1s sure an ardent p 11atelist end vory keen. For every-
one like fiim e huve a thou and or rna 1 ut s ho ore E.:bsolutely insan ! - re-
gular pests. 

J. am sticking striotly to my let am have not hsd ny return of the all 
trouble since aYe I have my fingers ~rosBed. 

If you plan to come East next month pel'ltsps I could ~rrange to be 1n Ne' 
York at the same time. The Expert Co~1ttee of the P.F. have invited me to go 
dotm to Ne York t their expense to d1 cuss matters '\'lith them. I may aocept. 
Perheps if the tvo of us could talk to 'the we could give them some damn good 
advice. 

A week f oday - the 2;th - th De rQit Phi18telic Sooiety is be1n 
ntertained at an 11 day ffair at the S rk istate, on the outskirts of n 

Arbor. ilnred d I plan to drive up via : rshall to IonIa - e ill visit with 
the ~rold Brooks and the .Jaok Fleckenste1ns. then the latter ~ 11 "0 over to the 
Star "Castle" .. 1 th us. e plan to drive home on Sunday, the 28th. 

S an Jr. h 8 en ered his 5th en fin 1 year at the University of Clnclnn t1 -
11dred ~as not V s\ ar due to the int ense heat, but I got thru O.K. 

thanks to my air 

By the ay you nevor sent me t rose 00 lorad slides. I have a fine projector 
BO e can thro the up on a screen. 

Our regards to all the Jessup family. 

Yours etc., 



JACK O. KIN G 
<?--~ 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTIONS 
900 F STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON,D C. 
TELEPHONE METROPOLITAN 4321 

September 16, 1952 

Stanley B. Ashbreek 
P.O. Bex 31 
Fert The.as 
Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbreek: 

Enclesea please fina a ene cent '51 cever. Please classify as t. 
type ana positien. We will ,reatly appreciate it if yeu will place 
this inferaatien en reTerse siae ef cever ana si,n. 

Sena alen, yeur state.ent when yeu return the cever ana eur check 
will teach yeu by return mail. 

JOK:GSS 
ene. 

Sincerely, 



Sept. 20, 1952. 

r. Jack O. King, 

Washington Loan Ii 'l'rust Bldg., 

900 F Street N. 0, 

ashington 4, D.C. 

Dear r. King: 

Herewith the One Cent 1851 cover as per yours of' the 16th. 

This is nice strip from Plate 4 as the bottom stamp is the soarce 

Tyne [e, s plate position 47L4, which is one of the best of the 

plate . I have desoribed and signed the cover on 

the back. My fee is $5.00. You should get a good price for this cover 

and my certification of types and plate positions should noj; do the value 

any harm. 

Sincerely your s, 

P.S.--In case you would care to dispose of this strip I may hove a friend 
who would be interested in aoquiring it. °ill you please put a price on 
it and return it to me. 



JACK O. KIN G 
<S ;;:::> 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTIONS 
900 F STREET, N. W. 
WASHINCTON, D. C. 
TELEPHONE METROPOLITAN 4321 

September 22, 1952 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Thanks ver,y much for your certification of the 1851 strip recently 
submittei. ffe enclose herein our check in the amount of $5.00. 

It has alw~s been my policy on an item of this type to place it 
in a ~ooi auction ani let it seek its .wn level as to value. 
I, frankly, .0 not have the va~uest iiea as t. its potential value. 
If in the meantime I .0 arrive at a'l askin~ price, I lIill certainly 
,ive you first chance at it. 

Sincerely yours, 
1 

JOK:GSS Ja k O. I{in~ 
enc. 

) 



r. Jack O. King. 

ehington Loan Tru t Bldg •• 

00 F. Street T •• , 

aahington t D.C • 

.. r r. King: 

Sept. 2.5. 1952. 

Thank very ch for yours of tho 22nd with check 

for $5.00. 

Okay on the cover . ith the l¢ vertical strip but 

if you ch nge your mind I w:.:mld like to have a chance to acquire 

it, 8 it i8 auite n exoeptional item. 

yinoerely yours, 



I 

, 

I .f 
.p,- :n:j'~ 








