Scrapbook No. 23 — March 1952 - June 1952

ik Theodore Gore Re: 90¢ 1860

2. H.R. Harmer Re: Japan Correspondence with Bern. Harmer
3. Jack Molesworth Re: 6R1E

4. L.L. Shenfield Re: Confederate Griffin Co.

5 L.L. shenfield Re: Castroville Confederate

6. Douglas Roth

7. Chas. M. Putnam Jr. Re: The Lincoln Letter

8. Chas. M. Putnam Jr. Re: 90¢ 1869, 24¢ 1861

9. Philatelic Foundation Re: 90¢ 1860 + others

10. | Edga Jessup Re: Calif PP

11. | Ezra Cole Re: N.Y. single with fake Savannah PM
12. | Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: Lynchburg Way 6

13. | Van Dyk Mac Bride Re: Confederate Jackson, Ala
14. | C. Krug

15. | John Ayer Re: Forwarded 3¢ and 1¢ 1857

16. | Dr. E. Moser, article on covers

17. | Dr. R.A. Shafer Re: 3¢ 1851 Bisect, Thibodaijx, LA
18. | Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: Due 4

19. | Sterling Dow Re: 5¢ 1856 article in Lenex

20. | Harold W. Stark Re: cover to Sweden

21. | Harry B: Van Denberg Re: 4 covers

22. | Hugh L. Smiley

23. | William Michaels, Re: 2¢ 1869 cover

24. | A.W. Robertson Re: Ship Telegraph

25. | Robert A. Peck

26. | S.C.Johnson

27. | H.R. Harmer Re: 90¢ 1860 off cover

28. | George W. Linn Re: 3¢ 1851 with fake perfs
29. | J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 1¢ 1851 first day cover
30. | Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: Overland

31. | Harold W. Stark

32. | Morris Fortgang Re: 1¢ 1851 N.O. Due 3

33. | William R. Stewart Re: St. Louis cover

34. | M.C. Blake Re: covers under UPU

35. | D. Boardman Lee Re: Cayuga & Susquehana RR
36. | Col. H.L. Morris Re: Tallahassee Paid 10

37. | Lt. Col. Ed. Murphy Re: 3¢ 1851 Bisect

38. | Ezra Cole Re: New Harmony Ind to London 1840-41
39. | Tracy Simpson Re: Due 2, Carrollton, Miss

40. | D.K. Griere

41. | M.C. Blake

42. | W. Scott Polland Re: Cram Rogers and “Purser”
43. | Dr. O. Bacher Re: Fake cover
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E.W. Mcintosh Re: 1¢ 1851




45. | Dr. R.A. Shafer Re: Confederate strip

46. | Dr. Don Silsby Re: 5¢ 1856 to France

47. | L.L. Shenfield

48. | John H. Hall Re: 3¢ 1861 Pink

49. | Phillip H. Ward Re: Fake cover to Zanzibar

50. | Philatelic Foundation Re: 90¢ 1860

51. | Ezra Cole Re: 2¢ + 10¢ 1869 to Halifax, 24¢ 1861 to England
52. | Jack Molesworth 3 covers

53. | Morris Fortgang Re: 1¢ 1851 91L1L

54. | E.C. Krug Re: Scarcity

55. | J.R. Vickers Re: Fake Confederates

56. | J.R. Fleckstein

57. | E.C. Krug Re: Ketter sale

58. | Morris Fortgang Re: 1¢ 1851

59. | Jack Molesworth Re: strip of 3, 1¢ 1851 Boston

60. | Henry W. Hill Re: 5¢ 1857 cover with pair to France
61. | Blank

62.

Dr. W. Scott Polland Re: 4¢ rate to France 1870




THEODORE GORE
400 BROWN BUILDING
WICHITA, KANSAS

March 12, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I appreciate your interest concerning my stamps, and

I am returning the letter you received from Mr. LaGanke.
I am also enclosing a 90 stamp with a red grid cancel-
ation. This stamp has been offered to me, but before
purchasing-it, I would like your opinion as to the
genuiness of the cancel. The owner wants $100 for it,
which is a very reasonable price. 1 do not profess to
be an expert, but I have not been able to detect any
‘signs of repair; and, from as close an examination as

I can give 1it, it would appear that the cancel was
genuine.

I would appreciate very much seeing some of your 4¢
playing card reference copies., However, I would
prefer that you withhold sending them to me until
you return my 24¢ stamps, so that I could be able
to compare the two.

Sincerely yours,

i Sl

Theodore Gore

TG/co
enc=2



March 14, 1952.

Mr. Bheodore Gore,
400 Brown Bldg.,
Wichita, Kens,
Dear Mr. Gore:

Herewith the 90¢ 1860 as per yours of the 12th. I have
examined this copy very carefully and it is my opinion that this red
marking is not genuine. On the back of the stamp along the center
line is sorie sort of backing that also looks very suspicious but I
did not make a minute examinstion of this feature as I am convinced
that this stamp is not worth $100.00 One has to be very careful in
purchesing a used copy of the 90¢ 1860, Used copies are yery rare,
thet is, those that are genuine, and they are not offered at anything
like $100.00,

There is no fee for this opinion,

With every good wilh -

Cordially yours,
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S5 e H-R-HARMER, Inc. B e

RLazAia-sasl INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HARRESSALE NEW XORK
APPRAISALS FOR
PROBATE&lNSURiQEé 32 EAST 577H STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
NEW YORK 22,NY RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
DIRECTORS
H.R_.HARMER B.D. HARMER e AUCTIONEERS OF THE
F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY ALSOIAT 89:42 NEWSBONDESTREETEONBON, W-i; "PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS
1/th
March
1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P,50s Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas 2Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

If you will be good enough to look at our March 24, 25, 26
catalogue, Lot No. 491, you will mtice that it is an 1869 10c
with HIOCCO, JAPAN cancellation.

Mr, Stephen Rich has written us that he published articles on

" this in 194/ stating that the cancellation was bad and that
these articles have not yet been seriously disputed nor
contraverted.

I would appreciate your opinicn on this cancellation and if
you feel the same way as Mr. Rich then I will no longer offer
this cancellation by auction.

Your early advice will be much appreciated and I enclose a
stamped, self-addressed envelope for it.

Very truly yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC.

Director

BDH /MM

Enc. - return envelope

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS + =+ + ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED

R



March 17, 1952,

Mr. Bernard Harmer,
% H. R, Harmer, Inc.,
New York ?2. NoYo

Dear Mr., Harmer:

Replying to yours of the l4th, I regret to state that up to this
writing I have not received a copy of your catalogue for a sale of March
24-25-26th, perhaps it went astray. However, I may be able to give you,
very briefly, some information on the subject,

First - 4+ never read anything that is written by one Steve Rich,
beceuse I do not have any spare time to waste. I do not recall any articles
that he wrote in 1944 on the subject of the Hioga marking and even if I had
such to refer to I would consider &ny opinions expressed by him as value=-
less.,

Over the past tén or more years I have made quite a study of the
Hioga,Japan marking and I believe the facts to be as follows:

(1) There was a genuine marking used at Hioga.

(2) I have never been able to definitely determine whether or not
an imitation handstamp was made and used by a famous forger or whether the
one found in his effects after his death was the genuine original. The
party referred to lived in Japan for a period of years and it is entirely
possible that in some way he may have acquired the original and genqane
stamper and used it to cancel various stamps from which he cleaned the original
cancels. It is a long, long story.

For years I borrowed every item that I could locate pertaining to
this marking and made photographs. Here are three prints from my rather large
accumulation of reference material. Kindly return these at your convenience.
After much study I became convinced that the U, S. Consulate cover, which I
own has a genuine strike of the Hioga marking. I have used this as my No. 1
reference and key piece. I also consider the cover with the pair of the 10¢
1869 as absolutely genuine and this also applies to the 3¢ 1869,

If someone can prove to me that the stamper that was found in the
effects of the forger above rferred to, after his death, was an imitation, then
perhaps I might be able to distinguish the good from the bad.

Finally, if Rich states that all st rikes of this marking are fraudu-
lent, he simply don't know his subject.

I ask that you treat this letter and the photo-prints as strictly con-



72« Mr, Bernard Hammer, March 17, 1952.

fidential and do not disclose same to Rich as I desire no contact with him,
directly or indirectly or in any shape or form.

Sincerely yours,

R b - o



TELEPHONE

PLAzZA 3-6482
PPRAISALS FOR SALE,
ROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS

H:-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

32 BAST BZTH STREET
NEW YORK 22,N.Y.

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

WEEKLY PUBLIC AUCTIONS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE

i HARMEiiF B.D. HARMER
L

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

ALSO AT 39-42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1.
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

o "PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION
+ H. MAHONEY

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 19th
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue March
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1952

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Many thanks indeed for your long explanatory letter of March 17th
which once again shows your ever-cooperative spirit towards per-
sons who are endeavoring to maintain a degree of purity in the
philatelic world.

Your observations are extremely interesting and it seems to me ir-
refutable and it is only regretted that perhaps your modesty pre-
vents you placing some of this valuable information in print to
nullify some of the quicker impressionist points of view that are
expressed so volubly and so often.

~

I enclose a copy of my letter to Mr. Rich which I am sure you will
consider has not passed anything on to him which was in your letter
and confidential.

At the same time I return to you with thanks the photographs.
Sincerely yours,
H. R. HARMER, INC.

(Bemard

Director

BDH:E
Enclosures

ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED



T H-R-HARMER, Inc.

iatal: s SRR INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS FARME RSAEE NG W O
‘APPRAISALS FOR SAL
ok iy A I'NSURANCEE' 32 EAST 57TH STREET WEEKLY PUBLIC AUCTIONS oF
. NEW YORK. 22,NY RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D.HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE

ALSO AT 39-42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1.
ESTABLISHED OVER SO YEARS

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY "PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION

Mr. Stephen G. Rich 19th
2 d Box B March
:V‘ggOna,__ New Jersey 1952

Dear Mr. Rich:

I acknowledge your letter of March 8th and have delayed replying un-
til I looked into the question of the Hiogo Japan cancellation.

I have made some enquiries and whilst your article has not been dis-
puted in the press, I am not at all satisfied that because of this you
are necessarily correct,.

There seems to be considerable evidence to justify that the item does
exist in genuine condition and one of the reasons, but by no means the
most i rtant, is the fact that the 1869 10c¢ which is so often found
with this)is catalogued $25 as an unused stamp and only $15 with the
Japanese postmark. There are, I believe, a number of copies exist-
ing where there is no question of the 10¢c stamp being a cleaned copy
so that it originally started off as a better stamp than it now is if
your argument that all copies are faked stands up.

Please do not consider that I am using this as the sole reason for be-
lieving that the stamp exists in genuine condition. I am merely point-
ing this out as an additional reason why it should.

Thanks also for drawing our attention to Lot 533 which is the 15¢
bright orange -- a temporary relapse on the part of the describer.

Sincerely yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Director
BDH:E

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS - =+ - ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED






STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, KY.






STANLEY B. ASHBRCOK
P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, KY.






STANLEY B. ASHERCSOK
P. O. Box 3/
FORT THOMAS, Ky,



A S. No. 19844 C.S.A. M. 483 SJP.A. Xo. 12827

Jack £. Molesmnrth
Dkilatelic B'r'olter

102 Bearon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

March 14, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

I am enclosing a 1l¢ 1851 which I believe is a type 1B,
probably position 6R1E, and would appreciate your
plating it and also checking it for soundness.

Advise your fee and I shall remit promptly as usual.

\; With kind regards,

£l s

Ja E. Molesworth

JEM/ecf /
Encl. “




Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102’ Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.
Dear Jack:
Herewith the One Cent 1851 as per yours of the 14th,
This is 6R1H, a Type IV, an unusually niee copy, whiech,
in my opinion is sound. I have signed it on the back. My fee
is $2.00 plus return postage or $2.33, What is your price?

Sincerely yours,

pAD



A.J. 8. No. 19844 0. S.A. Mo. 483 S.HE.A. Xo. 12627

Jack £. Molesmorth
Dkilatehc Brolqer

102 Beacon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

March 24, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

Many thenks for your opinion on the "6R1E"™ which con-
firmed my own unsure belief concerning it. Enclosed
is my check for $2.33.

I have priced the stamp at $2285,00 retail and have
several retail clients to whom I plan to submit it. If
it is not sold to any of those I have specifically in
mind, I would be pleased to return it to you at a later
date and allow you a twenty per cent discount, making a
net price of $180,00, Naturally, if you Would care to
have it now, I would be pleased to send it along. If
not, let me know if you would like to see it at a later
date when I am in a position to price it at $180.00 net.

, Wip@,kiﬁ§7regards,
’f;MVAf/4~4 7
/ 'y
Jg;k’E. Molesworth

JEM/ecf /
Encl, (’
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Harch the sevenbdeenth
19 52

MMM

Colonel HacBride mtmmeamlcm, wﬂ.ﬂ: copy of
hiamwmm

. mwatzmaamwmmmmu
postmark is good or mot - it corlainly is good, just as it is
‘good on your stampless cover of Jum 24 (1861). The real point
ummmwwgthmsgzs%w
M P&lﬂ One - AN
oy mmw pm&mypu-am. Then someone

: érapm'ﬂegma
sm,y's", mmawwx the cork-leiller,
W‘saM—MMWMaM@, ms umold,

 trlckt

; 'mmﬁmmﬁwmt@m%»ema
fpeal look", As MacBride ssys - it is not a tvue rate. Ib's so weate-
maammmhgutamtmwwm“m
. construct® a cover that is obvioucly a fakel wrmummda
cork~killer - mlymW%uvmm M

m ‘Rt toel? s not sumgdesin w:méa |
W fg%ﬁnfm. WW*W ﬁnhavv
ﬂw&wﬁumm

wiild ‘bo maked STAKE GANCELY and «ithdrawn
3 mmlauem Your Iirst conclusion

LiLs SHenfield

 Qolonel Ruynor Hubbell
,,;mmtmw
Griftin, Georgla



CeCe Stanely B. Ashbrook /
Ven Dyk Ma¢Bride -

L. L. Shenfield ;
% Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield
- Empire State Bldg.,
350 Fifth Avenue
NEW YORK (1) N. Y.
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Posiage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

March 20th, 1952

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, 0, Box 31,

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thanks for letting me look at this cover. I am
returning it.

I have a number of covers from Yreka, about %
dozen in stock, not only from the Price Correspondente
but several withoub the Bison all running along the
same period. Up to now the only Bisons I have seen
were on this Price Correspondence and I know nothing
about the significance of it,

Re the Castroville Texas item. Now I know more
about it. Like putting a jig saw puzzle together.
This was in a lot that came from the West Coast which
I turned down, When I returned it I told the owner
that in my opinion it was a fake. He must have sent
the lot to Hubbell., How things get around,

Leaving for Boston in a few minutes. Please
excuse briefness,

Sincerely,
EDC :mkl Ez?fﬁlr

d

4

e
a/D. Cole.
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Qe'/epﬂbne

DOUGLAS ROTH 56

20 ELM PARK C
I)II\I Fairways,
MI

ESEX

Mona Crescent,
Newlands. C.P.
South Africa.

21st February 1952.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I venture to enclose for your opinion a copy of
Scott No. 67a, the 5c. "August' and L should ve glad to know what you think of it.
I feel myself it is an acidified copy of one of the later issues. I alsc enclose
what I presume must be a faked cover. The paper of the stamp is about % thou
thinner than usual and does not seem so porous. I send it in the hope that you may
have the Greenfield cancellation and can check up on it. You will note that the
stamp has a trace of grill.

I hope you do not mind my approaching you in this
manner but expect you will be as interested as I am in the two items. If I can ever
return the compliment in early Roumania or Capes I hope you will write me.

With many thanks in advance,

yours sincerely,
o&ﬁ\/ta,}/

P.S. Is the 1847 5c. with a clear STITCH wmk very rare and can you say why
it has been taken out of Scott. I have a superb copy and do not know
what to ask for it.

ALL STAMPS SOLD BY ME ARE GUARANTEED GENUINE IN EVERY RESPECT.

. ST el T
ol MR L



March 28, 1952.

Mr, Douglas Roth,
Fairways,
Mona Crescent,
Newlands C.P.
South Africa.

Dear Mr. Roth:

I am in receipt of your letter of February 2lst, enclosing the two
items which I am returning herewith. The following are some remarks con=-
cerning them =-

3¢ 1869 cover - The stamp is the ordinary 3¢ 1869 which had wide
perforations which some “fixer" trimmed away. The 1869 stamps were never
issued without perforations. Even the Scott Catalogue does not make any
such claim and that publication certainly lists a lot of philatelie trash
in l%h Cent\lry Ve 8,

5¢ 1861 buff. This is a copy of the regular 5¢ 1861 Buff color.
Gibbon's No. 127 or Secott No. 67. I fail to note anything unusual about it.

I regret to state that my philatelic activities are devoted solely
to U, S. 19th Century stamps, covers and postal history.

5¢ 1847 with stick watermark. Inasmuch as this watermark was a
variety of paper manufacture and had no official significance the variety
was removed from the Scott Catalogue and justly so. + do not regard it with
any special significance and I believe that it is 8o generally regarded in this
country. I doubt if a copy in an auetion sale would bring any premium,still
it might - one can never tell about suctions,

I note your British address of Pinner. I have had quite a bit of
correspondence in recent months with 4, W, Robertson of Pinner. May I in-
quire if you are acquainted with him?

Sinecerely yours,



.
i

Qe/epﬁone

DOUGLAS ROTH “ise”

20 ELM PARK COURT
P I N Fairways,

MID ESEX

Mona Crescent,
Newlands. C.P.
South Africa.

25th April 1952.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,
Thank you very much indeed for your letter of the 28t
March and for the stamps returned. I am very much obliged to you for your kindness
in giving an opinion on the two items.
I venture to enclose 4 items which I think are the so
called re-issues and one reprint and should be once more glad of your assistance.
T collect feprints and have a world wide collection of them which I find most

amusing and of course instructive for reference purposes,and re-issues come into

)
the scope of it. To cover your postages I enclose a dollar.

I left Pinner ¥our years ago and have settled here and
prefer living here to living in England as it is at present. I know Robertson

well. He is of course a dealer like myself but collects personally Ship Letter

marks.

Yours sincerely, @’7
m ~ .

/

ALL STAMPS SOLD BY ME ARE GUARANTEED GENUINE IN EVERY RESPECT. j l



June 15, 1952,

My, Douglas Roth,
Newlands C.I',
South Africa.

Dear nr.vﬂoth=

_ I am in receipt of your registered lstter of April 25th with
. five U, S, stamps and a U, S, dollar note. I am returning the five
copiles herewith with remarks as below,

I was § bit interested in your statement that you preferred
living in South Africa at present rather than in England and I wondered?
Do you find taxation lower than in England or do you object %o the
socialist trend in Britain? The decent element in this country have
muach to object to and at times it is hard to stomach a lot of the luapy
politics and damnable politicians. i .

I have found your former friend Alsn Robertson quite a nice
correspondent,

Sincerely yours,

Returned horewith

EAGLE CARRI'R - 1875 RIPRINT - Scott 104

2¢ Jackson - black - regular issue - Scott 173
(This stemp has a bad epease)

lg 1869 - 1875 peprint - Soott #1°3

6g 1869 - 1878 " " 126

10¢ 1869~ 1875 e



ORIENT
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the Heart of Granklin Counly,

March 20, 1952

Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook
33 N Fort Thom s, Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky

DearStan:

I know about the Lincoln letter which sold for $1,600.
That item was a franked free letter by Lincoln, P.M.
of New Salem as well as being a letter written by A,
Lincoln,

My Lincoln item is entirely different., To begin with
it is not franked free by Lincoln but is a very inter-
esting letter wikitten by him.

. New Salem Nov, 10th 1835
His Excellency ®overner Duncan
Dear Sir, i
Understanding that Mr., Lévi Dgvis of Vandalia is an
applicant for the office of Auditorof Public Accounts,
I take the liberty to say to you, that his appointment
to that office would be entirely satisfactory to me,
and, I doubt not, to most others who are the friends of
Quailification and merit,

" Your Obt ServT

A Lincoln "

The party Levi Davis was given the appointmamt,

The sbove letter was mailed from Vandalis on the 10th i
to Gov, Duncan at Jacksonville, Illinois. Actually

the letter from a philatelic standpoingtis item

of Vandalia, There is little doubﬁzﬁht ha%zﬁincoln

actually wrote the letter in Vandal{a, using his New

Salem address on his letter to better identify himself

to the governor. Lincoln was at that time“F&rving his

first appointment to the State Legislature having been

ellected to that body in 183l.,

Regardless it 1s a very fine item foom an Illinois item
of interest as well as a Philatelic item of interest
although notby any means to the same extent as if hhe

item had been franked free by Lincoln, (over)




S Ty ey e e
T TR . »

should you be interested in a writg up of this item
and I personally think it is a top flight item will
be glad to let you do so., I rather have in mind that

we will give this item to the Lincoln's New Salem
shrine providing they can give it proper protection.

You never let me know about
on the Pan San cover? — =

B

the package offer I suggested

Regards,




March 18, 1952

Mr., Stsnley B Ashbrook,
33 N Fort omas AVe,,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dear Stan:

Am enclosing two stamps which I wish you would take
a look st for me as to whéther they have been tampered
with in any way. Nice looking 90¢ Lincoln.

We have just completed a very interesting Exibit, One
of the finest Peoria has ever put on, Charlie Meroni

was down and acted as the main speeker. Thought I had
an extra program at the office but I see I can't send

- you a copy at this time,

Regards,

Yours sincerely,

//ééyzrlﬁOZ;;nam Jr,



March 28, 1952,

Mr, Charles M, Putnem, Jr.,
% Putnam Supply Co.,
Foot of Spring St.,
Peoria 3, Ill.

Dear Charlie:

Yours of the 20th received. I think it would be a mistake to
offer the two 10¢ 1847 covers together but more advisable to offer them
separately. I don't think it would help either one to tie the other to
it and 1 wouldn't like to run the chance of killing a prospect by attempt-
ing to force the two on him when his interest would probably only be in one.

I was very much interested in the story of your Lincoln letter
and I will preserve your letter in one of my scrap books. Indeed I would
like to write an article on it, either for one of my Service Issues or for
"Stamps" whichever you would prefer. Or I could use it in my "Service" and
later in "Stamps."

Re - yours dated the 18th end mailed the 25th enclosing the 90¢
1869 and the ?4¢ 1861, In my opinion, the former is perfectly okay and
sound, but I don't recognize the cancelation. The 24¢ is a "changeling" of
color and of no value (in my opinion). I judge that the original color was
a "Lilac."

I was plesased to learn that you had such a nice exhibit, and I
note that my good friend Meroni was down from the big city. They don't
come any finer than "Chuck." I will appreciate one of the programs if you
have one to spare. How is my good friend Dr. Snellner? Extend my regards
to him when next you see him,

Watch my next "Service Issue" for quite a discussion on stamp
colors.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 3.5667
WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR

>OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
JOHN H. HALL
CHAIRMAN

MRS. JOHN D. DALE
VICE;CHAIRMAN

THEODORE E. STEINWAY
TREASURER

JOHN R. BOKER, JR.
ASST. TREASURER

HENRY M. GOODKIND
SECRETARY

March 27, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North PFt. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Items #3586 & #3603

Dear. Stan:

TRUSTEES

HENRY E. ABT

RICHARD S. BOHN
GEORGE E. BURGHARD
ALFRED H. CASPARY
HUGH M. CLARK
WILLIAM A. EDGAR
GEORGE R. M. EWING
SOL GLASS

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR.
DR. CLARENCE W. HENNAN
EDGAR B. JESSUP
MALCOLM JOHNSON
OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN
A. H. WILHELM

Will you kindly let us have your opinion on
the enclosed items which have been submitted to the

Expert Committee for examination.

Thanking you for your usual prompt attention,

I am,
Sincerely yours,
THE PHITATELIC FUNDAT ION
op S. Boggs
irector
1
encl.



Merch 31, 1952.

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs,
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 Zast 35th St.,
New York 16, N,Y.
Dear Win:
" Herewith items #3586 and #3603 as per yours of the 27th.

I note that you referred the photograph of the 3¢ 1857 cover with
the Vlctoria marking to Mprs. Dale and 1 certainly appreciate your kindness.
Up to this time I have been unsble to find any student of B.N.A. who is
femiliay with the marking though I have not heard from Wellburn. I will be
more than interested to learn if Mrs. Dale has an example.

: In some items that you sent me under date of May 22, 1951 was Y.F.
item No. 3060 = This a cover with a 3¢ 1851 #BISEGT" postmarked "THIBODEAUX
IA", Will you please aéi}sa me what opinion the Committee gave om this
item, Stamped envelope herewith.

With regards =

Sincerely yours,




Ay PE
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Please write clearly in pencil, and sign your opinion.
(Do not use pen and ink.)




Please write clearly in pencil, and sign your opinion.
(Do not use pen and ink.)




April 1, 1952.

Mr, HBdgar B, Jessup,
D % MARCHANT
1475 Povell St.,
Uskland, Calif.

'Dﬁ&f Edgar:
Your two registered received,

7 Thanks for return of the Gwinn cover. i have a Iriend who wants
‘tqbut I thought maybe you would like to have it because of the "Carrier"
feature. On that aecount + consider it most unususl.

Aecording to Yerry, there was no Carrier Fee charged at New York
~on mail dropped in & box for out-of-town delivery prior to 1860, and I
do not take issue with him. See My One Cent Vol. 2 - bottom of page 176.
In other words, the Gwinn letter was dropped in & letter-box and was
garried to the P.0, by a "Carrier" but the l¢ fee was not prepaid and it was
not eollgctéd from Gov. Denver at Lecompton, Kansas.

Re - my query of last September (returmed) . T think it would be
‘logiecal to suppose that the steamers did mot stop at San Diego or Monterey
but that on south-bound trips mail bags were dropped of f at each port. On
north-bound trips, north-bound mail might have been picked up but perhaps sll
the Panama mail was carried direct to ©=,F, '

e, Th‘ianksﬂvery nuag for sending me the Colson Bulletin of February
1947. I note that he calls the "Premjeres" amg"lssue." 1 may make a micro-
film of this and include & print (if good) in onie of my "Service Ilssues."

Yes Ed, + recall Broderick snd the duel with Terry -_-f

: $2.00 Green Pony - Have you any idea what became of the $2.00 Green
cover illustrated in the Knapp Pony #xpress book (1936/ - page 19 - Fig. No,6%?
. No, I never saw that W,¥F, & Co. - Paid - Sacrsmento on the P.F,."§2.00 Green"
cover. 1t is odd that 1% is unknown to you. Do you not think this cover is
a fake? Maybe it had @ 3¢ stamp in upper right and someone removed it and
substituted the $2,00 stamp. among sll of your Wells Fargo franks haven't you
@ single cover with that oval W.f, & Co, of Sac City? Where is the U, 3. -

tage on this cover? U. S. postage should have been paid according to law.
het sort of a report did you make to the P.F.? Also, do you know what sort
of a certificate they issued?

Thompson of Beverly Hills. He has not replied to my letter. Harry
Weiss didn't have much comment in reply. + suppose he dddn't take time %o
check the article for errors. People like Thompson who write inaccurate stuff
should be barred but editors will publish anything to fill columns as long as
it "looks good." In the same way, a lot of "Experts" judge covers, i.e., if
they look good. You will recall, (in thet respect), that Ernie was of the



#2+ Mr. Edgar B, Jessup - April 1, 1932,

opinion that as long as a cover "looked genuine" what was the difference.

Your pair Penny Post Via Nicaragua - Yes Ed, your Carhart cover is
very desirable because of the "TOO LATE" but I think there is another feature
that is of far greater interest but a feature that is overlooked by the most
prominent of collectors of Westerns. I regard your Carbhart cover as the
earliest known use from California of the 10¢ 1855. Surely this use was
1855 and not 1856, Because other collectors are not as well posted as you
are on the "unusual" in %esterns, why permit it to disturb you? However, our
mutual friend Doc¢ Polland is learning at a very rapid rate.

When Bev and Don drive West they will be most welcome at Fort Thomas.
Perhaps by that time I will know how to get 100 percent out of my Leica outfit.
At some Tuture dste when you retire and have more leisure time you should take
up philstelic photography. When I get into Leica color work I will get in
touch with Don.

Calif. Penny Post covers = (three) - Thanks very much., I never did get
a chance to photo the Ocean Mail cover before. I suppose I didn't send for it
in 1942 because Lawrence had a nice cut on the front of his catalogue. Funny
thing abouttthis, Maurice Blake wrote me a letter about th#s cover several days
after the Laurence sale (ten years sgo) - I put that part of his letter in the
Lsurence Catalogue. i will make a microfilm of it and send you s print. It
sounds rather strange after a decade., Maurice has learned a lot since then.
If Souren bought the cover in the liozian sale in 1944 how do you suppose it
found its way into a Costales sale in 1949?

i do wish that you had the time to write the complete story of this
Post. Someone must heve lost considerable money when it was closed.

» Yea, the other two covers are extremely péice and + will send you photo-
prints later.

With regards -

Yours eto,,

P,8,--In case you do not have the record, the Penny Post Ocean Mail cover was
Lot 1322 in the Mozian Sale of June 1l-2-3, 1944 ~ and was illustrated on Plate
13 = My memo shews that 1 sent for it but I have no record indicating it was
sent to me. it was in a sale of the collection of F¥. W, Bohle of Oakland. How
ddd it get from Carhart to Bohlae? .



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

March 31lst, 1952

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ps O, Bex 31,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Unfortunately here is a rush job. Will you
look at this 5¢ New York, and drop me a little note
that I can send out with the stamp, as to whether or
not you think the cancellation is good.

This is not a recent find, it has been known
for a long time, but I am going to get it listed in
the catalogue and I think I can sell it. The stamp-
tess cover from Savannah Feb, 2, 1949 has the same
postmark.

There 1s no question in my mind about this but
I want you to check it.

Sincerely,

EDC :mk1l




April 2, 1952.

Mr, Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ez:

Herewith the 5¢ New York. In my opinion, the red postmark
is a clever fake, also the A.C.M. This is a cleaned copy
and the "A.C,M." is not genuine, but an imitation. The
postmark is most assuredly a paint job and not a strike.

I feel sure thet this was made in Lurope as there are
several features which are typical. I checked this very,
very carefully and if you were here beside me I think that
I could show you the features thet are wrong.

Regards,

Yours ete.,
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YHIS IS AN ENLARCE!\’»F.NT
Made From A 3Smm fiicrofilm
By STANLEY B. ASHEROOK
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Made From A 35mm M\crof\\m
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THIS 1S AN ENLARGEMENT
Made From A 35mm Microfilm
By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK



L . ~-..-.d



THIS I3 AN EN'.AF‘GEMENT
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By STANLEY b. ASHBROOK



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

ALBERT BUILDING
RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
6

Hop W lok bt :
floe 45 &
%&MM W 4 3ES L Y
4%@ %/J,{, ,ZZ(M\MAZ,
g 39(@5/71/22(//‘76*‘//‘%“4'

T~ = &2

1o Gy ol
s 24 plant o b2z .
W %m:fywm,@







April 2, 1952.

Dr. V. Scott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Your three letters of the 25th - 26th and 29th together with the
photo-prints received. Thanks very much.

First, permit me to offer you my heartiest congratulstions upon
your election as President of the Staff of the Marin General Hospital.
That was quite an honor.

"%;‘« I was pleaced to receive the photo of the Lynchburg, Va, "WAY 6"
< cover and I think that we are now definitely certain that this marking was
used at Lynchburg and that it is known in black and also in blue.+ Rather
». vhan go on the theory that this marking was confined to mail brought inte
&g~ Lynchburg by canal, perhaps it would be more proper to state that it was ysep

3 rineipally on "VWay" mail brought in by the canal bosts. Perhape the canal

”,H'x isolated sections which were not near a regular post office and
@t it was the custom to send mail from such plzces by canal to either
Richmond cor Lynchburg. I suppose on unpaid stampless mail the stamper was
used as a "rating" marking and on prepaid mail morely as a "killer," Let
us suppose that a small bateh of mail included prepaid and unpaid mail, so
the same stamper was used for the bateh., Off hand I do not recall the "re-
gulation" concerning the receipt and handling of "Way" mail but I ‘have an
~Aw,khat such rmail should have been postmarked. It seems that Lynchburg
ea to do this,

The letter of this canal bost cover is indeed most interesting and
I was pleased to receive the copy. Wouldn't it be nice now if we could hire
a nigger for $200,00 per annum plus board and keep. A lot of them are not
worth that. I am "agin" everything pertaining to "civil rights" and the
F.E.P,C, I go on the theory that it is utterly impossible to make a silk
purse out of a sow's ear. People like Eleanor who believe it possible are

nuts. ¥

Back to the subject -~ I believe that Lynchburg might have had
urges of other WAY mail and that it really was not necessary to identify
fle particular source. Note the Chase book, (original) - page 298 - the
"Way 6" - I have no proof, but I imagine this was used at Richmond. The
Lynchburg was sanseserifl,.

; Regarding yours of the 26th, it was of interest to note that Sac City

did not use red for a p.m. after 1851. I have listed your Sep 30 as the
earliest use known in Cdlifornia of the 3¢ 1851. Do you mind if I mention this-
in one of my Service Issues? Jessup has a cover which is the earliest use of a
10¢ 1855 from California.



#2. Br. W, Scott Polland - April 2, 1952.

L1 was very much interested in your remarks on your photo equipment.
I have had nothing but ill luck so far - if one thing hasn't been wrong then
it has been something else - all my fault - I either under or over or fog
negatives but perhaps someday I'l1l get the hang. Your outfit was made to be
fool proof to a certain extent. Using a Leica for copying work is not as
easy as is stated in their printed matter or perhaps it is and I am just a
dumb cluck. If I ever get any decent results, I will send you some prints.
I will have to have perfection if I ever use the darn outfit.

What I have in mind is to buy stock film and cut it myself so I can
use lengths of a few exposures. I developed a roll of 36 exposures today and
every one was over-exposed. I thought I knew what I was doing and made a
number of negatives that I wanted to be right. I guess it is hard %o learm an
old dog new tricks.

. Congratulations on obtaining Lot 93 in the recent Kelleher sale. It
"* “ looks awfully good. I remember that Knapp had quite a nice one. A ship "42,"
: Re - Paige 261, Yes, a very rare mail route. Congrats.
’ Arain thanks Tor the photo-prints. I have been using the term

"Depreciated Currency" covers but "Inflation" is shorter and is just as good -
Your cover was by "P.C.M," - 30 viz 43 - to Sace. C}ty. Very interesting.

I had Jessup send me his "Penny Post" cover (Ocean Mail) so that I
could make a good photograph. I will use this in a future Service Issue. Did
Ed ever tell you how he missed this in two actions (1942 and 1944) and then in a
third, (1949) he managed to get it? Quite a story, aend incidentally, quote a
cover, as you are more than aware.

Your Mule Kicks are nice.
% VWiith best wishes -

Cordially yours,



B

The mental confusion in which I now find myself, thinking that I replied
to Marcel's letter of March 13, but being unable to find my carbon copy, shows
further reason why I should redouble my efforts this summer to finigh my river
mail handbook and have it over with. Thus far, all my work has been spade work,
consisting largely of two categories of things: (1) viewing, photographing, and
recording marks; (2) correspondence with other collectors about marks and covers.
Both of these are important, but I believe it is now time that I must chop off
that sort of spade-work and prepere my manuscripte If I go on forever collecting
information, I will never get the mamuscript prepared.

I begin now to wonder whether I gave Marcel the right answer. I still -
lieve that there is some logic in my letter of Oct. 28 and my letter of Feb. 17.
I cannot visualize the Iynchburg agent of the canal boat Eagle leaving the ad-
dressee of §f the letter (both being Iees of Virginia) standing there while he
hustles uptown to the post office and gets the stamp cancelled; that makes me
think that the letter went ahead of the shipment, by stage or by post rider,
and was therefore correctly marked "Wey" (being brought in "out of the mail®
by a properly appointed carrier, but not "Way 6." Perhaps that was the only
"ay" mark the postmaster had, or could find at the moment, and as long as the
carrier got his penny, and the addressee only had to pay 1¢, not 64, nobody
raised a disturbance, I am sure nobody had to pay 6¢.

On the other hand, I am well aware of the possibility that the letter (which
was really not a letter, but a bill of lading, and therefore entitled to go com-
pletely free of posta,ges went with the goods, and was therefore overpaid 3¢. It
had then to be carried up to the post office before the captain could break bulk,
The postmaster realized that it was arriving "out of the mail," and kmew that he
had to do something unusual to it. The only unusual mark he could lay hands on
to show arrival "out of the mail" was the "Way 6" mark, which he used, thereby
creating two errors: He did not collect 6¢, and it was not a "Way" letter, because
the canal boat was not a "carrier" in the sense of the word as used by the P.0.D.
I agree that this may have happened; but frankly, this explanation does not sound
as good to me as the one I gave Marcel, namely, that the letter went ahead by stage
coach or by post rider.

In case somebody asks, "But what about the filing memo, "Oct. 27,"? Doesn't
that signify the date of receipt of the letter? Ordinarily, yes. But this time
the addressee may have put the letter when he received it in a pigeon-hole of sus-
pense matters, and left it there until the 27th, when the canal boat came in; in
that case, the memo would mean the date of receipt of the shipment, but the letter.

One thing we must remember, which I mentioned in one of our discussion meet-
ings at Cenex: We must always bear in mind that nobody alive today actually kmows
Just what some postmaster did, or what some postmaster thought when he applied a
certain mark, 100 years ago. We can say, "If he followed regulations, he did this
e « o" or, "If he followed regulations, it appears that he had this in mind. . ."
but we cannot state with certainty, a century later, exactly what somebody did or
thoughte We can only reconstruct the scene by the evidence we have before use

We are now back to the photographs Scott Polland made of the cover formerly
owned by Bill and now owned by Marcels I wish he had used Commercial or Process
film and laid the cover on black paper; on white paper one can hardly tell the
cover from the background, and being on outdoor film, it is very lacking in con-
trast. ZEvery time a correspondent offers to make the photographs himself or
have them mede, rather than send me the covers, I know I will be disappointed.
M. C. Nathan did that; with the best of intentions he made me a lot of pictures

of covers, but on outdoor film and he reduced them without recording the scale.



Marcel Levy has been writing me sbout that Lynchburg "WAY 6" cover which
he got from Scott Polland, and which Scott got from Bill Hicks. You know Bill
showed it a year ago (literally a year ago) at Cemex. I have twice written him
what I believe to be the exaplanation. I think the reason he asked over again
was not a langauge difficulty; he seems to have none of that. It was a sincere
desire to be absolutely sure that he was understanding me correctly.

I now find that you explained that cover in your "Special Service," for
Bill quoted to me out of it, since he and I had been corresponding about that
same cover., Tracy also mentions it in Chronicle No. 14, of which he sent me a
preview copy because he wanted me to read what he had said about the discovery
by Bill of a 3c 1851 with enough postmark to verify my diagnosis of Abe Rubel's
". . + NS & CAIRO RIV. MAIL" as "N. ORLEANS & CAIRO." But I fear Tracy has
slightly overstated what you said in your "Special Service." You can decide
when you read the Chronicle. He hasn't actually said that you said that which
is an overstatement, but a careless reader may gather that. However, we can
face that detail when it occurs.

I have been hunting out Mr. Ievy's letters and my replies. I cannot locate
my carbon copy of my reply to Mr. Ievy's second letter about the cover he got
from Bill, I am now wondering whether I really wrote him the reply, or did I
have in mind what I meant to write, but because of the trouble I was having in
February and March (which fortunately is now all cleared up and settled hapd ly)
I did not actually write it? If you don't mind going through the misery, will
you please study my two letters to Marcel? To keep them separate from all other
matters, I am enclosing them in one of my reply-envelopes. That will avoid mix-

ing them with other papers.



July 8, 1952.

My, Henry A, Meyer,
516 Read St.,
Evansville, Ind.

~ Dear Henry:

Yours of the 6th received and herewith I return your correspondence with
our mutual friend Levy of Paris. First, permit me to express my pleasure et the
good news that your mother has fully recovered and is enjoying better health than
before her illness in February and also that your &rm is okay once more., As for
myself, 1 am on & diet and I have not had any return of the gall bladder trouble -
in fact, I am feeling fine at present and believe that I will be able to avoid an
operation, The doctors ssy that such an operation in this age 1s very simple, yet
for a man of my age no surgery is simple - in my opinion.

Now for the matters discussed in your letter. "Railrozd - Way." I re-
gret to state that I do not possess a copy of the Norona book that you mention, I
have copies of his 1933 and 1935 editions of his "CYCLOPEDIA" - Vol, 1 and Vol, 2
but I never heard of the book you mentionsd,

I have a record of this oval marking - 1t wes on & cover tying a 3¢ 1867
grill. The owner sent it to me back in 1939 and I had guite a lot of correspondence
concerning it. I wrote Chase about it and his reply stated that he had seen an ex-
ample but did not know where it was used, ete.

The cover in 1949 was owned by Mervin Yreston - 640 W, Woodlawn, Ferndale
20, Mich,, and he advised me that it is addressed to a J. A, Gerarden - 120 Plum
rid Ste, Detroit, Mich. Preston advised me that Girardin was a trustee of Notre
i Dame University and had & son there., I evidently had Mr. Preston send me his
cover so thet I could photograph it but at the moment I can't locate a print, I
believe that he wrote me that Arthur lall also owned & cover with the merking, but
1 never wrote Hall. If you wish I will try and locate & print of the photo I made.
Advise. Does Hemele know anything about i$%? Freston showed his cover to Fred
Schmalzreidt but he had no information relative %o it.

"RAIL R" = I have read your remarks very cerefully snd 1 must confess thet
4 don't know the answer - YWe heve " RAILROAD " and "RAIL R" and "RAIL ROAD CAR"
and no doubt & number of others that 1 do not recall &t the moment. Consider the
latter -~ The wording seems to indicate it was applied by the route sgent. I have
& record of such & cover - a use in Degember 1843 - addressed to Boston - with &
smell hendstamped "PAID"™ &nd a manuseript "12g" whiech indicated & rate for not over
150 miles. I do not believe that the marking was applied at Boston, hence it seems.
‘probable it wes applied by the route sgent - If so, then way was "Rail K" applied by
a route sgent? I have records of covers with the "Rall R" marking addressed both
to Boston and Providence. You sent me a photograph last April of one to Providence
with &8 Paid” - a "5" gnd a "Staamboat" - a use in 1846 1t was a cover belonging

i to E. N, Sampson.

1 had & letter from Chuck last December in which he stated that he kelieved
the ”m‘ merking was applied @t Providence. #&m A cover thet I mentioned above
with the "Bail R" addressed to Boston was headed New York March 10, 1846, No
; postmarks, It would appear that the "Rail R? on this cover was applied by the
: Route Agent, I haven't enough date on this particular subject to form a definite
opinion, V%

7/
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/2. Mr, Henry A. ligyer - July 8, 1952.

; & at Mail - I had quite & bit of correspondence with various
people concerning %he %nohbnrs cover, and I enclose some clippings from my
- "Special Service" issues. ~

Henry I think the cover that Dr, Polland sold to levy was carried by

~a Cenal Poet from Richmond to Lynchburg (by Boat Eagle). This was of course

a bill of leding and it is possible thet the writers intended it to go by re-
gulay mail, hence put a 3¢ stamp on it, but instead sent it by the Canal Bosat,
Had 1% gone by resular mail or as you term it, Coseh Majl, it would have had &
Richmond postmark, The "WAY 6" was used merely as a killer on the stamp, and it
of course don't mean thet an extra 6¢ wes collected at Lymchburg., In the case
of this particulsr cover the Way 6 does not tie the stamp but Dr. Polland located
another cover (which you mentioned) where the eneireled "Way 6" did tie the 3¢
1851 %o the cover, I think this also went by canal boat in the same manner,

- Why waes this merking used on these covers? My theory is this, I doubt if an
agent of the Lynchburg ¥ ,0. met the canal boat whén it docked, but I believe

these boats carried Wey mail from pointe along the cenal whieh were distant from
the regular mail route - or coach route. Why not? Such mall wes probably seat
unpaid and upon arrival at the Lynchburg P.,0. in & bateh were hendstamped with
this marking "Way 6" - meaning 6¢ was due. fhen the clerk came to & letter with
e 3¢ postage stamp he went right shead and used the rate stemp ss a killer. I

.do not see any necessity to go far arield and ¢reate some theory vchich hags no

basis on which to construct it.

I might also apply this eommemz to Tracy's effort to give some legitimate
standing to those fake "ugy 2" covers, I doubt if any well-infommed student on
"Way" markings would give them & second look or consideration, Where there is no
such a rate why attempt to constiruct theories to explain them unless one has some
bit of evidence on which to theorize. In the case of this "Way 2" cover there is

no besis whatsovever and I was disappointed st Tracy's remerks in his current
"Ghronicle which arrived yesterday., Such remsrks have a tsndency to confuse
collectors, .

Rapatz - Yes, I had a vezy nice vzsit with him but of course he has not

nuch interest in 19th Ceatury U, S

I hed a letter from your friend Neal Crabert otferins' to loan me some

1815-1816 War Rate covers which I gladly accdpted. Thanks to you for the

suggestion.

I have no idea where he ceuld obtain a Haysvilla Fay ut. I will besr
hin in mind ghould one tuyn up.

1 velieve the atove Covers your letter of the 6th,
With kindest regsris -

Sincerely yours,’



Mareh 26th, 1952,

% SR ce;pnel ¥W. H. Bemsrott, :
§as . 501 Chamber of commnreo Building,
. R se. Louis 1, xiasouri.

Dcar Golonnl Seusrott:

You d1d well indeed in finding such three nice ex-
aaplos of the Jacksonville, Ala, PAID 5 envelopest The point of
“ . course is vhether or not they really are Postmasters! Proviaionals
s or'nmraly Handstamped Paids.

b I believe with you that they are the former, chieflyA
fbecausc the littic typeset PAID 5 circle inecludes the initials
 WeTads, which may well have been those of the postmaster, As in
the case of other similar Confederate Provisionals, these initiasls
s ‘apparently made a Meontrol" marking of it. Also, f note particu-

. lerly that the ink of the postmark dated February 24, 1862, differs:
from that used on its circular PAID marking, which would indicate
© - that it was put on at a different time, and therefore that the en-
 velope had been sold prior to its usage. A difference in the inke

dng on tno other two covers hawev!r, is not apparent,

> : while August Diatz did aecepu this as a Provisional,
and 80 lists it in his cataleg, I feel that I nust point out that
he was too generous in several such c¢ases in the pasty; and that at.

- least sometimes conclusive proof of Provisional issue has been
lacking. The Scott people have been far more strict sbout that,
which may be the reason why this Jacksonville, Ala. narking has
‘never been. 11¢ted in the Soott catalag. :

' Because of the possibility that the presentation of
thpse three covers might form a reasonable basis for recommending
the marking for listing in the Scott Catalog, I am taking the

' 1iberty of sending these covers on to L.L.Shenfield, who 15 Chair- =

‘man of our Authentication Committes, for his study and suggestions.

- He may want to submit them, or photographs of them, to the Scott
people, but I shall ask him to then return your covers to you ;

: direct'. & trust this wilL all -net with your approval.




. either their comparative rarity or their market walue.
. therefore suggest that you wait a while before attempting to price

~ with you further on that point,

\Q.\ 3 &

Ead g

xR The cuestion of their value is a difficult one to
answer. The Dietz Catelog lists them at $50., but at best that
‘is only an approximate figure and obviously cannot be based on

I would
these for sale to others, and I will then be glad to correspond
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CHARLES M. SPOFFORD
JOHN AYER

BION A. BOWMAN
CARROLL. A. FARWELL
RALPH W. HORNE
WILLIAM L. HYLAND
FRANK L. LINCOLN
HOWARD J. WILLIAMS

FAY, SPOFFORD & THORNDIKE

ENGINEERS BRIDGES AND OTHER STRUCTURES

WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE
PORT AND TERMINAL WORKS
INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
AIRPORTS

11 BEACON STREET, BOSTON 8, MASS.

TELEPHONE LAFAYETTE 3-1881

GRAYBAR BUILDING
VALUATICNS
420 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. FESHCATIoNS o

TON
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 3.8326 SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCT

Boston 8, Mass.
March 31, 1952

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear* Mr, Ashbrook:

I am enclosing a cover which I recently
found in Boston with the 3¢ stamp cancelled in Detroit
and the 1 stamp cancelled in Boston. I am interested as
to what service the 1¢ stamp supplied, whether it was for

. & drop letter or for carrier service. I called on Dr.

Chase recently and showed him the cover., He was not sure
but suggested sending the cover on to you for your
opinion. I would very much appreciate hearing from you
as to what service you consider the 1¢ stamp served.

This seems to me to be an interesting cover for the
3¢ 51 Unit. I would appreciate it, if you have a photograph
made, you would send a copy to me, advising me of the cost,
so I can send it on to Mr. Simpson of the Unit.,

I shall appreclate your advice.

Very truly yours,

JAtc
Enclosure



April 2, 1952.

Mr. John Ayer,
11 Beacon St.,
Boston 8, Mass.

Dear Mr. Ayer:

I am in receipt of yours of the 31st enclosing the 3¢ 1857
cover. In my opinion, this is a "Forwarded" letter. It originated at
Detroit and was delivered at a certain address in Boston, thus the
postal service had completed the 3¢ payment. It was re-addressed, prepaid
1l¢ and mailed as a "Drop letter," just the same as if it had originated
in Boston. While it is a bit unusual, it does not have any Carrier Fee
significance, hence I am wondering if Tracy Simpson would consider it of
sufficient interest to justify am illustration. If you wish me to make a
photograph, the charge will be $2.00. I will hold the cover pending
further advice.

I am wondering what you did with your Plate 6 block and if per-
chance you would be willing to part with it? I recently discovered in the
Neinken collection a mint block of eight from the left pane of Plate 6
(4H x 2V) and in the Fortgang collection a mint H.S. of four. I was more
than pleased to learn when I plated the items that the two pieces had
originally been a block of 12 (4H x 3V),

My kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,



CHARLES M. SPOFFORD
JOHN AYER

BION A. BOWMAN
CARROLL A. FARWELL
RALPH W. HORNE
WILLIAM L. HYLAND
FRANK L. LINCOLN
HOWARD J. WILLIAMS

FAY, SPOFFORD & THORNDIKE
ENGINEERS
11 BEACON STREET, BOSTON 8, MASS.

TELEPHONE LAFAYETTE 3-1881

GRAYBAR BUILDING
420 LEXINGTON AVE.,, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 3.8326

BRIDGES AND OTHER STRUCTURES
WATER SUFPLY AND SEWERAGE
PORT AND TERMINAL WORKS
INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

AIRPORTS

VALUATIONS
INVESTIGATIONS, DESIGNS
SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION

Boston 8, Mass.,
April |, 1952

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your letter of April 2 in regard to
the forwarded cover has been received and I appreclate
very much your opinion as to its use. As you say, I
doubt if it is worth while sending a photograph on to
Tracy Simpson.

I still retain my Plate 6 block and do not care
to sell it at the present time. I was very much in-
terested to hear that two other blocks from the same
plate have been found. I belleve Mr. Ward wrote me about
it some time ago.

Thank you, again, for your kindness,
Very truly yours,

’ ZSak

JA:c






AV 17, HAZLEWELL ROAD

K PUTNEY,
éé London yS.W.15
& 4th April,1952.

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.,

3% N.Ft.Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I have great pleasure in sending you
an article of mine on Early U.,S.A. Covers.

I am pretty sure I do not say eanything
that is new to American philatelists. However,collectors
of U.S.A. stamps in the 0ld Country know very little '
about the fascinating earlier postal history in the
U.S.A., &and my article is, of course, written with this
in mind. Unfortunately, the blockmeker reduced the
three covers on page 153 considerably in seize.

As Mr. Van Dyk MacBride knows my
prisoner-of-war cover and Mr. John K.Bssh was the one
who gave me the information re the rarity of my
quintuple Haweiian cover, I am sending both of them
copies of my article, too.

With kindest regsrds,

Yours sincerely,

//Aﬂ/
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Unusual Early Covers

By E. MOSER

The items described and illustrated in this article formed part of the author's display at the Members' Day
competition, in which they attracted great interest.

(1) In 1848, only a few months after Mexico had lost
Upper California to the U.S.A., gold was discovered there,
and thousands of gold-diggers and settlers from every part
of the world rushed to the Golden West. San Francisco,
. until then a place of steep hills, sand dunes and a few
scattered huts and houses, soon became the centre of all
commercial activity and, consequently, the centre in that
waste area for receiving and distributing in- and out-going
mail. The U.S.A. government immediately appointed a
postmaster and fixed the rate for } oz. letters from the
Pacific to the Atlantic coast at 40 cents and from one place
in California to another at 12} cents, but did not send any
stamps. Nearly all the covers of these earliest days are,
therefore, “stampless”. A small supply of stamps was first
sent in 1851, when the rate from the Pacific to the Atlantic
was reduced to 6 cents on 1st July, 1851, if prepaid, and to
10 cents, if unpaid. The initial numbers consisted of
150,000 1 cent, 410,000 3 cents and 40,000 12 cents stamps,
and they arrived in San Francisco in the middle of
September. A few more supplies were sent until 1st July,
1855, when the rate was raised from 6 cents to 10 cents and
prepayment made compulsory, but this amount was not
nearly enough to keep pace with the quickly growing
population. During all these years the mail went round
Cape Horn, occasionally also via the Isthmus of Panama,
and ships sailed about four times a year.

More enterprising than the official was the private
service. So-called “Express” companies collected letters
from the different mining camps and outlying places and
brought them to San Francisco. There, carriers took the
letters on board steamers and forwarded the mail through
their agents to New York. This route went via the Pacific
Ocean to Managua (on the Nicaraguan coast), then by
mules and on boats over the mountains and lakes of
Nicaragua to San Juan del Norte (now called Greytown) on
the eastern side of Nicaragua and from there by ship again
via the Atlantic Ocean to New York. The ocean-going
ships used to sail once or twice a month, and so the whole
journey from San Francisco to New York (or vice versa)
took “only” 30 to 35 days.

One of the earliest carriers in San Francisco was The
Noisy Carrier. This “business” was founded by C. P.
Kimball in 1849. Kimball began as a newsvendor who
delivered letters in the neighbourhood as well. As he used
to attract customers by his unusually powerful voice, he
was soon known by the nickname “The Noisy Carrier”,
and he kept this as his trade name through many decades.

The above cover has a pair of the 3 cents dull red, 1851,
and is cancelled “16th December, San Francisco”. The
handstamp is thought to be one of his earliest ones. A
little later we find the text altered from “Publishing Hall”
to “Publishers Hall” and again some time later the full

address is given—77 Long Wharf, San Francisco, Cal.
where Kimball opened a small book- and newspaper-stall.

The other possibility of bringing mail from the newly
discovered West to the East was, of course, by land. Here,
however, the great difficulty was that the railway lines from

New York and from Chicago ended at St. Louis and St.
Joseph on the Missouri, and that from there the routes went
mainly through unexplored, dangerous country. For many
years these trails were protected only by sporadic military
forts, and people on horses or in coaches usually took more
than 50 days for such a trip across the plains. In 1858 the
first overland connection was opened officially. It
connected the railway terminus at St. Louis with San
Francisco and the coaches covered the whole distance of
nearly 3,000 miles in 24 days. Arrangements had been
made for changing the horses and, if necessary, the coaches
at every station. These stage-coaches went via Fort Smith
(Arkansas) through Indian Territory and New Mexico to
Fort Yuma, following roughly the so-called Texas trail,
then by-passed the difficult Rocky Mountains and the
Sierra Nevada and finally arrived in San Francisco via Los
Angeles. For quite a long time this route was considered
highly dangerous. Letters had to be especially marked
Overland, and the mailbags had to be of small size, so
that, in case of need, they could be carried away by the
coach-horses.
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KING GEORGE VI

DECEMBER 1936 — FEBRUARY 1952

The tragic suddenness of The King’s death came as a severe
shock to all his subjects throughout the British Colonies and
Dominions. The seriousness of his last illness was not minimised
in the newspapers, nor did his poor state of health pass unnoticed
by those people who saw_the film of the farewell to his daughter
and son-in-law on their projected tour of the Antipodes;
nevertheless, none could have known that the end was so near. 1047

The late King’s reign did not coincide with one of the happiest
periods in history. Marred by the most devastating war yet known
to mankind, followed by worldwide industrial and economic
instability, with the forces of evil surging upwards in their relentless
fight against right, his years of tenure of the throne brought with
them a burden which none but the strongest and most upright
character could have borne with fortitude.

Philatelists may feel gratified that The King sought relaxation, in
some of his fleeting free moments, among those scraps of coloured
paper which hold so much fascination for us all. Although,
perhaps, not imbued with that absorbing enthusiasm of his august
father, King George VI had for many years taken an interest in
stamps, and as long ago as 1908 visited, together with his
father, then Prince of Wales, an exhibition organised by the Junior
Philatelic Society. Thirty-two years later he paid a surprise visit
to the Stamp Centenary Exhibition, held at the London Museum, 1948
and in 1950 attended the London International Stamp Exhibition
at Grosvenor House. On both occasions he showed the keenest
interest as the finer points of the exhibits were explained to him by
Sir John Wilson.

The King followed up his interest in stamps with practical
demonstration. Not only did he form a magnificent collection of
the issues of his own reign, but he graciously gave permission for
portions of that collection, and also that formed by his father, to
be displayed at philatelic exhibitions at home and overseas. It was
a memorable occasion when, at the London International Stamp
Exhibition, famous rarities from the Royal Collection were shown
publicly for the first time.

_ The reign of King George VI is a compact and fascinating epoch
in philatelic history. The stamps issued during that period have
captured the imagination of philatelists far and wide, and have led
to philatelic research scarcely less intense than that which has been
conducted on the early Victorian issues.

With the beginning of a new reign a promising vista opens up
before the philatelic gaze, a vista made all the more pleasant by the
knowledge that Queen Elizabeth II herself is an enthusiastic
collector. To her the members of the Junior Philatelic Society
express their loyal wishes for a long and happy reign, coupled with
the hope that, on those occasions when she seeks relaxation from
the cares of state, the scraps of coloured paper may afford her true
recreation and pleasure.

LONG LIVE THE QUEEN

1950
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The envelope which is reproduced here dates from this
period. It is cancelled 10th October, 1859, San Francisco,
marked “Overland”, and has the London arrival marking
19th November, 1859. The envelope is franked with 29

cents (an envelope stamp 10 cents 1853, a 3 cents 1851, a 10
cents and two 3 cents 1857). It is impressed with the franks
of Wells, Fargo & Co. “Through our California and
Atlantic Express” in red on buff paper.

A year later Wells, Fargo & Co. were able to shorten the

time taken from San Francisco to the Missouri from 24 to
12 days by using express-riders who changed their horses
75 times en route. This was the famous Pony Express.
About that time Wells, Fargo and Co. also started issuing
their first stamps ($2 red and $4 green), which pictured
such a horseman at full gallop and giving the impression
that Indians or highwaymen were close on his heels.
(2) The Civil War, which separated the North of the U.S.A.
from the South between 1861 and 1865, is very interesting
from the philatelic point of view. On 31st May, 1861, the
Postmaster-General in Washington suspended every postal
service in the “rebellious” states, and also the use of United
States stamps and the interchange of mail between the
North and the South. In order to prevent the use of the
large quantity of U.S.A. stamps which were still in the
hands of the Southern postmasters and the public, he
declared the issue of 1857/60 as obsolete, and substituted
for it stamps in different designs and shades. This new
issue is now known as the U.S.A. August/September 1861
issue. Consequently, the Southerners were forced to
establish their own postal service and, until their collapse
in 1865, they produced (or imported from London) under
the most difficult conditions the so-called Confederate
States stamps.

Although the war went on for over four years with the
utmost ruthlessness, both sides allowed their prisoners of
war to send letters to their respective countries. Such
letters were exchanged near Old Point Comfort in Virginia,
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under flag of truce. When sent from a Northern prison
camp to the South, they had to be prepaid with the new
3 cents U.S.A. stamp and were delivered in Richmond, the
capital of the Southerners. From there such a letter was
sent to the addressee with /0 cents postage due, which was
the uniform rate since 1Ist July, 1862, for a 1 oz. letter
within the 13 Confederate States of America. Very
occasionally it happened that the prisoner possessed stamps
which were valid in the Confederacy. In such a case, he
could affix to his letter both stamps, the 3 cents U.S.A.
stamp and the 10 cents Confederate stamp, but it is natural
that such cases were very exceptional. Covers which bear
both stamps are, therefore, quite rare.

The above cover is cancelled 1st December, 1864,
Sandusky, Ohio, and 18th January (1865), Richmond. The
prison censor’s handstamp is G S B, Johnsons Island, O.
(3) The flag-of-truce cover, discussed above, might be
classified as a “combination cover”, i.e., according to Fred
J. Melville’s Vocabulary, as a cover which has been prepaid
with stamps of “two or more countries”. Historians could,
however, dispute such a classification, as the U.S.A. never
recognised the Southern states as a “country”, which, in this
connection, means as a nation. They considered the with-
drawal of the Southern states from the Union and the
formation of their own government as “pure insurrection
and rebellion” against the authority of the Constitution
(Lincoln in his inaugural address of 4th March, 1861).
Accordingly, the fight of the 13 states for their freedom
went into history, not as a war between “two countries”,
but as a civil war.

An indisputable combination cover, however, is the
following example, in which the Hawaiian stamps prepay
the journey from Honolulu to New York, and the U.S.A.
stamps the journey from New York to Great Britain.

Until 1870, the Hawaiian kingdom had no formal postal
treaty with the U.S.A., but both countries had agreed on
the postal rates. In the middle sixties, the Hawaiian Post
Office charged 5 cents from any part of their islands to the
ship in Honolulu harbour, the U.S.A. Post Office 3 cents
from any part of the United States to San Francisco and
the captain of the ship 2 cents. The 5 cents were prepaid
in Hawaiian stamps, the 3 and 2 cents in U.S.A. stamps
which, since about 1855, could be bought at a few post

(Continued on next page, foot of column two)
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DAYS AT THE J.P.S.

FEBRUARY MEETING

A large and eager crowd of members attended Lieut.-
Colonel J. R. Danson’s display of “Consular Offices in
Egypt” on 3rd February. In introducing the display.
Lieut.-Colonel Danson explained the origin and “raison
d’étre” of the Consular Offices in Egypt, and some 150
covers were on show, with detailed information and data
on each sheet, to illustrate his remarks and demonstrate the
great interest that attaches to these posts.

Most collectors, and in particular those concerned with
“used abroad” postmarks, are well acquainted with the
special cancellations used by the British and Fgench Offices
in Egypt, but in addition to these more familia
display included a splendid array of coy#
passed through the Austrian, Italian, RusSTamug
Offices. The Austrian section included a range ofi§ta
covers with a variety of cancellations, as well as Sgv
very rare “combination” items, one bearing Egyptian 1866
issue adhesives (valid only for internal postage) with an
additional Austrian-Ttaly stamp cancelled in Alexandria to
pay carriage from that port to Europe. There were also
three covers from Austria to the Far East, each with
additional British stamps cancelled “BO 1” (Alexandria).
These were used for accountancy purposes to pay the
proportion of postage due to the British postal authorities.
Outstanding ‘covers in the British section were the
“Crowned Circle” franks of Alexandria and Cairo, as well
as covers from Beyrouth to Europe, showing the combined
use of British adhesives cancelled “G 06” (Beyrouth) with
French or Italian stamps cancelled at the respéetive Offices
in Alexandria. There were many attractivescovers
the four French Offices at Alexandria, CairésPoxt
Suez, including some “combinations”, either
Europea “franks™ or with Egyptian adhesives.

Similar combination pieces were shown in the Italian
section, a number being franked with Sardinian stamps,
which are not only of considerable rarity but of great
beauty as well. These included an example with the
“Piroscafi Postali Inglesi” (per British Mailboat) marking,
of which very few are known. There are not many covers
extant with postmarks of the Russian Consular Post, but
the display included a number of these, showing two
different types of cancellation, and all bearing stamps of
Russian Levant.

Altogether it was a most satisfying show, which ended
with a hearty vote of thanks to Lieut.-Colonel Danson, who
had very kindly come up from leerpool‘ t@ present his
display personally. ,f‘,, e

MARCH MEETING S

A large attendance heard Major Willis speak™ the
“Epaulettes” and “Medallion” issues of Belgium. Major
Willis described fully the production of these issues and
used facsimile transfer rollers to illustrate his points.
Among the wealth of material shown were essays, die and
plate proofs, and a number of the rare shades of the
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“Epaulettes”, especially the dark red-brown, bistre, blue-
black and lilac. Nearly all of the major fresh entries were
shown, and after hearing Major Willis’s lucid explanation
members should be in no doubt as to their cause.

An amazing lot of the “Medallion” die proofs and
specimens were shown, as well as the normals and the
retouches. An interesting item was the plate 5 1 centime
with redrawn “CEN”. Another item which attracted great
interest was the transfer roller-die trial plate, upon which
examples of every value were printed. All the above-
mentioned items, and many more, went to make the display
one of the most interesting that we have had this season.
Major Willis should be asked to come again as soon as
possible so that we may have a further opportunity of
studying his magnificent collection. A hearty vote of
thanks to Major Willis was proposed by Mr. F. A. Pester
and seconded by Mr. C. G. May.

O.W.N.

U.S.A. Unusual Covers
(Continued from page 153)

offices in Honolulu. On presenting such a prepaid letter at
the post office in San Francisco, the captain received in cash
his fee of 2 cents.

This peculiar relationship between Hawaii and the
U.S.A. was completely altered by the Postal Treaty of Sth
May, 1870. The rate for a 4 oz. letter was standardised at
6 cents and a 6 cents Hawaiian stamp took such a letter
from any place in the Hawaiian Islands to any place in the
United States (or vice versa). Each country retained the
full amount of their postage collected, and any postal
accounting between them became superfluous. This idea,
which we nowadays take for granted. was in fact a big step
that time, had been
dccomplished by only very few countries. It became more
general when, in 1874, the Universal Postal Union was
founded by the United States, Great Britain and eleven
other European nations. The disadvantage for the countries
which did not join this U.P.U. was that their stamps had
only “national” validity and were not recognised by the
member-states, unless these had any special conventions
with such non-members.

Hawaii joined the U.P.U. on 1st January, 1882. As she
had a treaty with the U.S.A. (5.5.1870), but not with Great
Britain, a single-rate letter from Hawaii to Great Britain
had to be prepaid with 6 cents in Hawaiian stamps and,
as the U.S.A. and Great Britain were both members of the
U.P.U., 5 cents in U.S.A. stamps. '

The above cover has 30 cents in Hawaiian stamps ( a pair
of 12 cents 1875 and a 6 cents 1871) and 25 cents in U.S.A.
stamps (a pair of 10 cents 1873 and a 5 cents 1875). The
cover is self-made and addressed to Todmorden, Yorkshire.

"9 On its back it is stamped “Honolulu Jun 2” and Manchester

and Todmorden each “Jy 5 81”. The 30 cents and 25 cents
respectively show that this envelope weighed 5 times the
single postage weight, ie. between 2 and 2} ounces.
Although single-rate letters from this period are seen
occasionally, I am informed that quintuple ones are quite

unusual.




April 11, 1952,

Dr. E, Moser,
17 Hazelwell Road,
Putney =
London 8.W. 15, England.

Dear Doctor Moser:

Thanks very much for your kind note of the 4th, enclosing copy of your
article in "The Ctamp Lover." I read same with much interest and I must con-
fess that I was a bit surprised at the extent of your knowledge concerning U.S.
postal history. As stated in your letter, this is indeed rather unusual for a
British philatelist. )

Regarding mail from the Atlantic States to California and the Pacific
Coast. Prior to October 1848, there was no established U. S. Mail Route to that
far off section of the country and what mail did go to isolated localities and
to the "Sandwich Isles" was carried to and fro by sailing vessels, principally
whalers. Thus, mail carriéd privetely. ©Such transit occupied four months or more.

The regular U. S. Mail Route was established ih October 1848, and this
route was by Panama. After it was established no mail was sent around the horn.

Please note the last three lines of the first paragraph of your article.
Une more point, mail "Via Nicaragua" was carried privately. The Nicaragua
Steamship Co. did not have a mail contract.

Mey I refer you to my book on the U. S. One Cent 1851-1857 - Volume 2.
I am sure Dr, Bacher has a copy and will loan it to you.

Again my sincere thanks.

Cordielly yours,






March 14, 1952,

Dp. R. A, Shafer,
25 W, Bossamen St.,
& Winchester, Va.
Dear Doctor: ‘
Replying to yours of the 10th, I will be glad to examine
the cover referred to and the fee for an opinion will be $5.00,
 which includes return registration. '

Sincerely yours,




R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

Mar. 10, 1952

Mre. Stanley Be. Ashbrook
55 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have a 3¢ 1851 Bi-Sect on cover received from Sidney D. Harrise.
His price for it is §225.00. He suggested that I send it to you for
your opinion as to it's authenticitye.

Mr. Harris is listed with the A.P.S. among their specialist experts
for U.S. Vending and Affixing Machine Coil stamps.

I would not want to buy it unless I know it is genuine.

Very truly yogfgg AN :

R. A. Shafer 4

Would there be a fee involved.




R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

Mar. 25, 1952

My, stanley B. Ashbrook
33 No Fts Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
Enclosed find bi-sect cover for your opinion.

The photographs of the stamps shown in Mr. Chase's book are clipped, while
thig one is torne I do not know what difference that would make.

I have a number of covers with U.S, #65 on them distinctly postmarked 1862 and
1863 from some cities in Virginia, and North Carolina and mailed to persons in the
North and received by them. Could you tell me how they come to be used during the
Civil War?

I have a cover brought out of North Carolina under a flag of tfuce, yet these
others were apparently mailed out.

Sincerely yours,




March 28, 1952,

Dr. R. A, Shafer,
25 W, Water St.,
Winchester, Va.
Dear Doctor:

I am in receipt of yours of the 25th enclosing the Thibodeaux, La,
cover. I want to meke a very thorough investigation of this cover before ;
making a decision anﬂ‘i will report to you later.

This will also acknowledge receipt of the $5.00 in currency.

There is no actual evidence that this was a piece of circular mail,
in fact, vefy little evidence that the cover is good or is bad, but I hope
to develop evidence one way or the other,

Regarding the covers mentioned in your letter, if you care to for-
ward them to me, I will be glad to examine them and there will not be any
fee.

Sincerely yours,



R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

April 2, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas
Ky .

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed find three covers from different parts of the South
mailed in 1863. I did not take time to look for the 62 and 64. We
have a number of these covers.

Would appreciate any information you might give me.

Yours truly,

%/

R, A. Shafer



April 5, 1952.

DI'- R‘Aq Shafer,
25 W. Boscawen st Y
Winchester, Va.

Dear Doctor:

Herewith the three covers (3¢ 1861) as per yours of the 2nd.
There is nothing at all unusual about any of these covers bscause
NEWBERN II,C, was occupied by Federal troops on March 14, 1862 and was
used thereafter thrucut the war as a permanent base.
NEW ORLEANS, LA, was captured by Federal troops on May 1, 1862 and was
lost thereafter to the Confederacy.
NORFOLK, VA. was occupied by Federal troops on May 10, 1862, and was
thereafter lost to the Confederacy.

Under restrictions mail passed thru the Lines, principallyvia
0ld Point Comfort but there is very little trouble to identify any such
“"Flag of Truce liail," or "Prisoner of VWar Mail"™ ~ Mail to prisoners via
Flag of Truce is known as Flag of Truce mail, Mail from prisoners to
relatives or friends back home sent by Flag of Truce is known &s Prisoner

of War mail.

1 am working on your 3¢ 1851 cover and can give you some advance
informmation vhich I request that you treat as strictly confidential.
This cover was submitted to the Expert Committee of the Ihilatelic Founda-
tion about a year ago. The Commitiee sent it to me for my examinstion and
opinion. Not caring to pass on it for lack of evidence I returned itW;}-h_
"no opinion." The Committee thereupon returned it to the owner and refused
Yo give an opinion one way or the other.

I will try and make a further report noxt woek.

Sincerely yours,
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Mr. Stanley B . Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Span:

Thanks for yours of March 31lst in regard to #3060.
I take pleasure enclosing a photograph of the item with my
compliments and wish to say that the Committee declined to
stick out its collective neck and it was returned without
an opinion. If you think that an opinion can be given one
way or another, I would then have to have this photograph
back because we would need it for the certi ficates.

You may be interested to know that I am leaving for
the Reinatex Exhibition in Monaco on the 23rd of April and
expect to be back here about the middle of May and I am
stopping off in London on my way back for a few days to visit
"some of my friends.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

THE PHIILATELIC FDUND‘T N
. 7
“ 75
/ Z

Winthrop SJ Boggs
Director
wsb/1



April 3, 1952.

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs,
% The Philatelic Foundationm,

22 Rast 35th St.,

New York 16, N.Y,
Dear Win:

That 3¢ '51 “BISECT"gﬁover was offered to a friend of mine
who turned it over to me for an opinion. I am making an investigstion
and I will advise you if I come to any decision.

Strange, in the same meil =s jours, I received a note from
Chase stating he was leaving for Paris én the 15th. I trust that you
have a most enjoyable trip. |

Sincerely yours,



March 31, 1952,

Mr. George Buckner,
Sterlington, la.

Dear lir. Buckner:

I am writing you at the suggestion of our mutual friend Mr,
Charles E. Walcott of New Orleans.

I am making an investigation of a cover which bears a postmmrk
of "THIBODEAUX IA" which has what purports to be a bisect of the 3¢ 1851,
The use was to New Orleans, and while there is no date on the cover, the
use was probably in the early or middle 1850's, provided the cover is
genuine, which is the point I have been requested to render an opinions

If you have any covers used from that office in the late forties
or early or middle fifties will you be so kind as to loan them to me?
I will pay the forwarding expense, take excellent care of them and return
them to you without any delay.

Thanking you in advance, I am

Sincerely yours,
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April 8, 1952.

Mr, Goerge L. Buckmer,
Sterlington, la,

Dear Mr. Buckner:

Thanks very much for your kindness in sending me the nice
little lot of Thibodaux covers which I am returning herewith.

I thought perhaps you would like to see the 3¢ Bisect cover
which I have under investigation. Please note the thin watery ink of
the postmark. This is very similar to the watery ink onm your 1853 cover
of "FEB 10" which I have put in a separate envelope. May I inguire what
you think of this "Bisect cover?" It seems to me that the part of the
grid on the cover is genuine, that is, if Thibodaux used a grid for a
killer. The part of the grid on the stamp looks queer %o me, that is,
this ink (on the stamp) looks different from the ink on the cover. It is
posgible that this cover originally had a 3¢ 1851 stamp, which was tied
with this grid but some faker may have removed a whole stamp, substituted
this torn half a stamp and painted a part of the grid on the cstamp. If
I could locate a Thibodaux cover with a 3¢ 1851 canceled or tied by a grid
like this one I would then be able to arrive at a more definite conclusion,

I ¢ertainly appreciate your kind assistance. I am most anxious
to establish the truth regarding this cover. I regret to state that 1
know nothing of the history of this cover other than I have an idea that it
belongs to a certain dealer. ¥Where he got it I do not know. It was sent
to me by a collector who is considering its purchase.

I remember years ago that a certain paorty in New Orleans faked a
lot of packet covers from the "HARDIE"(?) correspondence. It may have been
the dealer Pellitier. I am wondering if he is still 1living? Did he have
a questionable reputation?

I enclose stamped anvelope for the returm of this "Bisect"(?) cover,
and if you can dig up a grid for me I will be delighted to see it. I will
send you a photograph later.

Again my sincere thanks.

Very truly yours,
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April 14, 1952,

Dr. R. A. Shafer,
?5 W. Boseawen St.,
Winchester, Va.
Dear Doctor Shafer:
Regarding the following cover whiech you submitted to me for my
examination end opinion.
A part of a folded letter, postmarked “PRIBODAUX La, = Apr 6"
(black) = (no evidence of year use) - addressed to Mrs. I. C. Keener
Box K No 41 - N,Orleans.” This item has the left vertical half of & U.S.
3¢ 1851 - apparently tied by a seven-bar round grid (black).
I have made a very carsful exeminstion of this cover extending
over several weeks and it is my opiniom that this item is not gemuine, b
which I mean, thet this half of a stamp was not used originally on this
folded lotter. To be more explicit, while it is possible that the partial
strike of the srid on the cover is genuine, the extension of the grid on
the stamp is not genuine but a painted job.

Sincerely yours,




Ny
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April 14, 1952.

Mr. George S. Buckner,

Box 86,

Sterlington, la.

Dear Mr. Buckner: |

Yours of the 10th received with return of the 3¢ '51 cover
with thé half stamp and your two covers which I return herewith.
I‘certainly appreciate your kindness and if I can return the favor
at any time please call upon me.

| I find that the grid on the "bisect" cover is not the same

size or type as on the enclosed "Forwarded" cover and after a most
careful examination I am of the opinion that the "bisect™ is a fake.
I assume that there was a whole 3¢ 1851 on this cover originally and
that some faker removed it and replaced it with the half stamp and
painted the grid on the stamp.

Sineerely yours,



April 14, 1952.

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs,
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 Egst 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y.
Dear Win:

Again referring to yours of the 2nd, I am returning the photo-print
of #3060, together with a copy of a letter I have written to the party who
submitted it to me. This item was offered to him for $250.00 and had I
okayed it he would have purchased it. I made an exhaustive study of this
1tem‘principally because I wanted to satisfy myself if the thing was good or
bad.

I think what happened was that this letter(?) originally had a 3¢ 1851, a
faker removed it and substituted a half of a stamp, then painted an extension
of the grid on the half stamp. Evidently a new wrinkle as I do not recall a
similar item. |

I trust you have a nice trip.

With regards -

Sincerely yours,



lTh! bo C((?Ll o )r», T

April 25, 1952,

Mr. Tracy W. Simpson,
66 Alvarado Road, ,
Berkeley 5, Calif,

Dear Traecy:

I am enclosing two photo prints which please note and then return
to me as I would like to show these to others who are interested in the
3¢ '51, One shows a 3¢ '51 bisect, the other is a bit of trick photography
showing how I think this cover was originally.

This "Biwect" cover was sent to the Expert Committes of the P.F.
for their certificate. They sent it to me and I refused to express an opinion
because I was not willing to express an opinion until I had made an exhaustive
study. As I receive no tenumeration from them, I did not feel I could give
up the time and expense. They returned the cover to the owner with "no
opinion." The owner later turned out to be a dealer - small time - who sub=-
mitted the cover to one of his clients @ $250.00. The prospect was about to
purchase it when someone suggested he send it %o me, which he did. I notified
him I would charge him a fee which he paid., After a very exhaustive study
which included a hunt for other Thibodaux covers of the period and various
photo tests, etc., I found that the Thibodaux postmark and the portion of the
grid on the cover were both genuine but that the grid on the "Bisect" was
faked. I made the "trick" photograph to show, approximately, how the cover
looked originally. There is little doubt that this "bisect" cover is a very
clever pilece of work and one thet was turned out by a very ingenious philatelie
erook, because he could have removed the unused left portion of the stamp but
this he did not want to do because he desired the grid to tie the severed
portion. '

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,

P.S.--Since writing the above I have the copy of your letter to Henry Meyer.
At the moment I do not reeall the cover you referred to, but no doubt Henry will
call it to mind.



April 14, 1952,

Dr. R. A. Ghafer,
25 W, Boscawen Ste,
Winchester, Va.
Doar Doetor Shafer:

Regarding the following cover which you submitted to me for my
examinetion end oplnion.

A part of a folded letter, postmarked *THIBODAUX La. = Apr 6"
(blﬁek) - (no evidence of year use) - addressed to Mrs. 1. C. Keoner
Dox K No 41 - N,Orleans.® This item has the left vertical half of a U.S.
3¢ 1851 - apparently tled by a seven-bar round grid (black).

I have made & very careful examinstion of this cover extending
over several weeks and it is my opimion that this item is not gonﬁtno, by
whioh I mean, thet this half of a stamp was not used orisinally on this
folded lsttor. To be more explicit, while it is possible that the partial
strike of the grid on the cover is genuine, the extemnsion of tho grid on
the stamp is not genuine but a painted job.

Sinceraly yours,



April 14, 1952,

Dre. R. A, Shafer,
25 %W. Boscawen St.,
Winchester, !ﬁ.
Dear Doctor Shafer:

Regarding the following cover which you submitted té me for my
examinetion and opinion. _

A part of a folded letter, postmarked *Tﬁzsonmux La, - Apr 6"

" (black) =-(no evidence of year use) - addressed to Mrs. I. C. Keemer
Box K No 41’- H.Orleans." This item has the l;ft vertical half of a U.S,
3¢ 1851 - apparently tied by a l-'ln-bﬁr round grid (black).

I have made a very careful examimetion of this cover extending
over several weeks and it is my opinion that this item is not gemuine, br
Gilh T e WS ANkahaif b4 Alenpuan net Aied Wntaindiiy i hta
folded letter. To be more explicit, while it is possible that the partial
strike of the grid on the cover is genuine, the extension of the grid on
the stamp is not genuine but a painted job. |

Sincerely yours,



R. A. SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

April 12, 1952 S

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas
Ky.

Dear My, Ashbrook

I thank you for the information about the covers. I should have known
that, but did not think they had captured those places that early.

I have a number of oddities, such as a small fancy celluloid envelope
very glossy and smooth which was hit with a hand stemp the seme as the
Alexandria stamp, It was hit several times before they could get the ink
to stick plainly. It has a celluloid card inside announcing the wedding
of a dentist, giving the month and day but not the year. It was mailed to
Front Royal, Va., where it was given to me along with a number of confederate
and stempless covers. The same family has lived in the home for several
generations. I have not been able to find any record of a hand Stefi&j%;lz’

being used. 2/ , WM ol cMJG@(T a%//m/ww’ééq

I have several stamps used through the Post Office here on folded letters
like the stampless coversyin 1830. The stamps are tied on and apparently
the amount paid for postage. I am unable to find anything in regard to these.

I have a blue New York stemp tied on cover. It must be a counterfeit,
yet it was used through the mail. I also have a number of confederzte
oddities on covers that were used. Also a Lake Placid imperforate, with wide
marging on covere. I can not find it listed.

There is no hurry about the bi-sect. I have quite a few other bisects
tied on cover which apparently are genuine.

I hope you can determine it is good as I would like to buy something
once worth the money.

Yours trul




s e

April 14, 1952.

Dr. R. A, Shhfer,
25 W, Boscawen 5t.,
Winchester, Va.

Dear Doctor:

Since writing the enclosed_I am in receipt of yours of the
12th, the contents of which I have carefully noted.

If not too much trouble I would like to see the Alexandria
item that you mentioned. Your deseription is interesting. Also
any othe¥ items which appear odd.

Sincerely yours,



R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

April 29, 1952

Mre. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fte Thomas
Ky,

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you for your information about the cover. I am happy to know one
expert who will give his honest opinion. I just told Mr. Harris you were unzable
to pronounce it genuine, gave him no reasons. We never buy anything questionable
from dealers.

The celluloid envelope enclosed was obtained from an old home in Front
Royal, Va. There must have been two or three thousand covers, stampless,
confederates, patriotics in the lots I located these covers through the
Methodist minister here, who died several years ago, aged about seventy five. It
was his grandmother's home. I picked out the best of the stempless and others,
this cover among thems When I offered to pay them they would not take anythinge.
I left many slightly torn and after they gave them to me, I did not have nerve
to ask for all of them.

I have another Alexandria stamped on a buff envelope, which is an exact
duplicate of the stamp, addressed to Thomas Ott, Postmaster, Halltown, Va., which
is about fifty miles from Alexandria. I obtained this from their old home along
with a number of other covers and some post office records, showing that he was
still Post Master in 1847. I took this cover to a stamp convention in Philadelphia
several years ago. A number of experts measured it for about two hours and said
it was exact in every respect. All I could hear was, it could be a fake and how
much would I take for it. I felt like telling them that we have more U.S. rarities
and oddities probably than they had ever seen.

This other cover was written by the som of the founder of Winchester. It
must be a fake as there is no record of stamps being used this early. It was
obtained from the old home along with others. I have two other covers with a
slightly different design, one dated 1829 and the other, no date.

It took me a week to find these covers as we do not have them sorted or
indexed.

e have added at least fifteen thousand dollars in U.S. to our collection
this winter.

This winter, we ran adds in the local Virginis newspapers and were
swamped with stamps, some as far away as Minnesota. We have been running adds
about every four years and the times before, we haé/%pry few repllea.

o

R

R, A.’/;;fer, M.D.*




May 2, 1952.

Dr. R. A, Shafer,
25 W, Vater St.,
Winohdater, Va.
Dear Doctor:
Thanks very much for sending me the two items which I am
returning herewith,.
Th;y are very interesting and if you have any more
~oddities such as these I would like very much to see them, especially
the other Alexandria,

Sincerely yours,



May 12, 1952.

Mr., Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y,

Dear Ez:

I was surprised to learn that Lot 270 in the Finney Sale sold
so high and that Mae figured it was worth that price to him., ‘A photo-
stat 1s just as good as far as I am concerned.

I am enclosing a photo-print of a cover that was submitted
to me recently. It was one of fthose old time glzed envelopes with =
glazed card inside - some sort of a wedding announcement but no actual
year date of where it origlnated. The owner stated that he obtained
it in original find and that the family were friends of his, etec. Just
to feel him out, I expressed the opinion that the thing was a fake but
he assured me that there was no chance as the family didn't know anything
about stamp collecting, ete. The handstamp looks like am imitation of
the Alexandria P.M.P, This photo is natural size. I never heard of Alex-
andria using a handstamped Paid like this and I doubt if anyone else ever did.
You might show it to Konwiser if you wish but don't let him know the print
came from me. I% looks like the first strike didn't register on account
of the slick glaze on the envelope. It is possible that this never passed
thru the mail - was delivered by hand - that the present owner got hold of
it in a find and had the stamp made. It looked to me like a rubber stamp
impression. Keep this for future reference, as others may show up.

Later

1 never noticed on the cover itself that there was a postmark in the
upper left - and only a deep photo-print brought it out. It looks like
"Washington, D.C. Oct. 9, 1855" - At least the year date appears to be 1855.
According to Chase, Washington, D.C. used an 1855 year date as early as May
1855. So why "Paid 5" in 1855. In this case I suppose this was a stampless =-
with "PAID" and "3" - note the large "3" under the faint strike to right.
I guess this chap was trying to see if he could get one of his fakes by me.

I also enclose the dark print which don't show much of the Washington
postmark or the "Paid 3.%

Keep both for refersnce.

Yours ete.,



May 12, 1952,

Dr. R. A, Shafer,
25 ¥, Water S5t.,

Winchester, Va.
Dear Doctor:

Re - the two items that 1 returned to you in my last
letter. You did not request my opinion regarding them so, of coﬁrse,
I expressed none., 1 doﬁbt if one of the covers would fool any well-
informed philatelic student but the Alexandria might. I am wondering
if you have any idea as to who made this fake? I would like to
publieize this in the philatelic press and if you can give me any
information regarding it I will appreciate the favor very much.

Sincerely yours,



R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

May 15, 1952

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Encloged find the other Alexandria cover. Halltown is about
fifty miles North West from Alexandria, just across the line in
what is now West Virginia.

1 am convinced that no one here tampered with these cancellations.
If any one counterfeited them, they most ceftainly would have cut
this one off and used it as a stamp. What is your opinion of them?
I am not asking with the idea of selling, because we have nothing
to dispose of whatever, at any price.

The only stamps that we dispose of are cheap foreign duplicates.
The other cover, I notice is post marked May 20th, and I believe

the Bouth seceded April 17th. I did not think the capitol would
use Us S. stamps that late.

Sinceeely Z;;éifﬁ ///, 3

Re As Shafer, M.D. #




R. A. SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

May 17, 1952

Your letter receiveds I have no idea who faked the Alexandria covers.

The pile of covers the celluloid was in from the dirt and dust, it looked
like they had not been disturbed for fifty yearss I am satisfied none

of the family ever heard of an Alexandria stampe. I am going to try and
locate the preacher's widow, perhaps she can give me some history of the
covers.

This cover enclosed was picked up with several 1855 covers and quite
a few ordinary covers, dated to 1869 with a pile of old P.O. records, all
addressed to the same person. The records show that he was postmasteriin
1847. I knew nothing of the family.

What I would like to know is how these covers got in two small towns
fifty miles apart, not even on the same highway. It is quite obvious
the enclosed cover was not counterfeited by the same person.

I am almost certain these covers were not counterfeited in this
section.

I have had the celluloid cover about twelve years and this one about
twentye.

=



May 20, 1952,

Dr, R, A, Shafer,
25 W, DBoscawen St.,
Winchester, Va.

Dear Doctor:

‘ Thanks very much for yours of the 13th and 17th with enclosures.

1 was pleased to see the additional cover with the "Alexandria” =-

PFurther regarding your cover in the glazed surface™ladies envelope."

If you will examine this carsfully you will find that there is a postmark
of Washington which is dated "1855." Under the two "Alexandria" mrkings
at right is the Washington "PAID" and a "3, " A rate of "Paid 5"

Washington to Front Royal, Va. in 1855 does not make sense, henco 1n my
"opinion someone applied two strikes of a faked "Alexandria" stamper to this
cover. 1 examined the two strikes on the cover very carefully under my
microscope and I was convinced that they were not from a metal or wood
stamper, such as were in use at that time but rather from a “rubber stemp.”

The cover which I return herewith addressed to the "Agt" at the
"Deppt" at "Halltown" was an envelope that never passed thru the U, S, Mail,
in my opihion, but rather was carried privately by railroad. For examplo,
Halltown was a station on the old "Winchester & Potomac R.R." which rem
from Harper's Ferry to Winchester, Va, I% was six miles from Harper's Ferry.
In my opinion this was a letter pertaining to the business of the railrcad
and was carried privately to the Agent of the R.,R. at Halltown. I don't
believe it ever had any connection with "Alexandria, Va."

Re - the Richmond cover of lay 70 1861, Virginia seceded on Apr.
17, 1861 and was admitted to the Gonfederacy on May 7, 1861.  However, U.S.
postage stamps were used thruout the Confederacy until June 1, 1861. The

C.8.A. Government took over the postal system as of June 1, 1861. A cover
such as this is "a U, S, stamp used in Virginia after Secession.”

I believe thet both strikes of the "Alexandria" came from the sanme
rubber stamp - the one on the cover herewith is merely s heavier strike.

Your comment will be most welcome.
With kindest regardis =

Sincerely yours,
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April 14, 1952,

Dy, W. Scott Polland,
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

Thanks very much for your kindness in sending me the cover from
the Paige sale which I am returning herewith, viz., Lot 261, One thing
is sure - this was a "Forwarded Letter" and there was an extra rate for
forwarding. Inasmuch as the "Due 4" is the only evidence of the charge
it must be corrsct. But why "Due 4.," Edgar must be absoclutely corrsct
in his anelysis that the exira 1l¢ was a "Way fee,™ thus 3¢ plus 1l¢.

The letter was addressed to "Carver's Harbor." This was a small
port on an island off the coast of Maine in what is now Knox County.
(In the fifties Knox Co. was part of Waldo Co,). The village was established
in 1850 but. in 1879 the name was changed to "VINAL-HAVEN," I note the
original address was "VINALHAVEN." It was forwarded to Belfast which is a
short distance almost due north, a port on the mainland on the same bay.,.
There was no ground connection. This letter was forwarded Trom one U, S.
post offiece to another, so one wonders why there was any "way fee," Further,
it was addressed to Carver's Harbor and it vent there and was re-mailsd there
and forwarded to Belfast, Why 4¢? Did it go by a private vessel, the captain
of which was entitled to a Way fee of 1¢? Hardly, because mail from a regular
U, S. post office was not given over to non-contract meil carriers -~ such aw
a private vessel, to deliver. (that is, into the Belfast office). It does
seem evident that this is some sort of a "WAY"cover but under what classification
does it come? Ship fees were 2¢ not 1.

I intend to make a further investisation and I will sdvise FOou.
With kindest rezards -

Sincerely yours,

. P.S -qhatar - After pondering a bit over this cover I am wondaring if the following

the correct solution - Perhaps at the time of this letter there uere two small
owns - close together. One was named "VINALHAVEN," the othar, "Garver's Harbor,"
The former did not have a postoffice, but there was oms at the lattaer. The letter
reached "Vinalhaven" but in forwarding it to Balfast it was handed to a route
earrier who carried it to Carfer's Harbor as a "Way™ letter and collected his 1l¢
which was added %o the forwarding postage of 3¢, making Ag due, Surely this must be
the correct solution. :
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April 14, 1952.

lir. Sterling T. Dow,
197 Pine St.,
Portland 4, Maine.
My dear Mr, Dow:

I am seeking a bit of informestion and inasmuch as it pertains to Maine
postal history I am sure that you can enlighten me. In the recent Paige sale
of March 21-22, Lot 261, was a Stage coach cover with a 10¢ 1857 from Timbuctoo,
Calif., addressed to Vinalhaven, Carver's Harbor, Maine and forwarded to Belfast,
Maine. For the forwarding charge, there is a Due 4. This cover was purchased
by my good friend Dr. W. Scott Polland of San Rafael, Calif. I was intrigued
with the Due 4, and wondered why 4¢ was due instead of 3¢. I had Dr. Polland
send the cover to me and in returning it today I speculated as to the meaning.
1 am enclosing copy of the letter I wrote him and will greatly appreciate your
comment e

I trust that you are in the best of health and that =1l éoes well with
you.v

With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



ey,

April 26, 1952.

lr..Sterling T. Dow,
. 197%Pine St.,
Portland, Maine.

Dear Mr., Dow: .

I thank you very kindly for yours of the 24th,

*I have known Prof. Davis for a number of years and have collaborated
with him on "Way" coverw. I intend to call the "Due 4" cover %o his attention.

Re - the photostat which you enclosed. I judge the cover was from
China. The "33% ghows that the letter was forwarded Unpaid with 33¢ due at
destination. The Portland, Me. marking shows transmission from England by
"AM - PKT" - or "at the expense of the U.S. P.0.D." Thus our share of the
rate was 16¢ Atlantic Sea plus 5¢ U. S. Ilnternal. G.B.'s share was 12¢ or
6 pence. Thus these markings on the cover (12 - 6) was the British debit to the
U.S.

Sincerely yours,



April 26, 1952,

Dr. A. R. Davis,
76 Brooks 8t.,
Vieet Mmdford, Mass,

Dear Arthur:

Here is a photo of a cover that was in the recent Paige
Sale. At Pfirst I was a bit bothered about the "Due 4% but eventually
figured it out. I-think it is a nice little philatelic problem so
I won't spoil it and will let you figure it out. No doubt you noticed
the cover in the sale.

My best regards.

Cordially yours,

P.S.--Please return the print - stamped envelope herewith.



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

May 6, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomeas
Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

When I first saw the Overland Cover in Sam’s sale, I
thought I had &an explanation for the "Due 4", On inspection
of this photograph I realized I was gulte wrong. The letter
was addressed to Carver’s Harbor in the township of Vinalhaven,
Maine, That was the only post office on the island at that
time., The post office was changed from Carver’s Harbor to
Vinalhaven in 1879, Evidently the Cover was readdressed to
Belfast and rated "Due 4" by the same hand; in other words,
it was forwarded only once. Carver’s Harbor was served by
boat from Cemden probably not on daily schedule in the 1850’s,
Of course the Cover could have been forwarded by private ship,
but I think that would have required a five cent rate, It is
my impression that this Cover was forwarded by regular route
which would necessitate three cents due, but what the extra
cent was for I am quite uncertain,

A "Due 4" has only three possibilities: (A) a four cent
fee, (B) a three cent fee plus one cent, and (C) a double two
cents. I favor the three cents plus one cent but cannot dream
up the reason for the added penny. I look forward to your
explanation of the puzzle,

With all kind regards.

Sincerely,

ﬁ %Cﬁ“q
ARD:LT A. R. Davis

i
b



May 12, 1952,

Mr, Sterling T. Dow,

197 Pine St.,

‘ Portland 4, Maine,
Deﬁr Mr. Dow:

Thanks for yours of the 1lst.

Mr, Blake of Brookline is an old acquaintance. I had some
correspondence with him relative to the cover from California to
Carver's Harbor,Me, and forwarded to Belfast, but naither‘mf. Dlake
or my goodifriend Dr. Dévis of M.I, T, had an oxplanafion regarding
the "Due 4."

I am enclosing herewith two sheets from a Service Issue
which I send to a small group of collectors.who are interested in 19th

. U. 8, - I hope that you will find my explanation of the "Due 4" of
interest. You will find an illustration of the cover in the Paige
Sale,
With my kindest regerds -

Cordially yours,



M. C. Blake MGA-‘(‘L,ITII_
1 Mason Street, Brookline 46, Mass.

) ')uw
e m A«;} ‘L“*
ad~e 1o (
M b M wd""
M @ m d(}/d'm 2 N;
a clles 1
e 3 A ?MO b g
*ﬁ“ﬁw@ i




STERLING T. DOW
197 PINE STREET
FORTLAND 4. MAINE

15th May 1952
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you so much for your clear ex-
planation of the "Due 4". The small accumulation of
Maine covers I have made will be in that same Paige sale.
I1'11 devote my time hereafter to my record of the postal
markings of Maine but leave their collection to others.

Cordially,

mg&m\
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This Photograph
Was Made By
ULTRA - VIOLET
RAY
By Stanley B. Ashbrook
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Dr. W. SCOTT POLLAND
Albert Building
SAN RAFAEL, CALIF.






STERLING T. DOW
197 FINE STREET

PORTLAND 4. MAINE

24th April 1952
Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

I have your enguiry of the 14th and had
intended to answer it before. I regret that I can not add
to your knowledge of the "Due 4". My friend C. D. McFadden
is more conversant with postal rates and the postal laws and
regulations than I am and he too cannot explain it. Your
explanation that it may be a way charge, 1¢, plus the 3¢ re-
forwarding charge looks reasonable, although I never heard
of such a condition before. The man of my acquaintance
who has made a study of "way" letters is Professor Arthur R.
Davis (M. 1. T.) whose home address is 76 Brooks Street,
West Medford, Mass. Perhaps he can throw some light on
the matter.

A few years since I bought the cover, a photostat of which
I enclose (don't trouble to return it). I have always
wanted to know how the rate of 33 was divided. I believe
it was in the rate table in your book where I found that
this rate applied from Chinese ports except Hong Kong. The
"6" on the cover is evidently stamped and there is what looks
like "12" in mss. In a circle on the back is

.IJ 1‘»"4&'\Rt A :J

LIVERPOOL

BR PACKET
9 FE
62

Allmarkings afe in black., Did the American Packet receive
16/ as was the case from Great Britain and can you tell me
how the rate was divided? Any information will be grate-
fully received.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely,

ooy TRy
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By PHILIP H. WARD, JR.

| U S. A Revenue
$200 Second Issue

In a recent column we wrote of the attractiveness and de-
sirability of the Second Issue $500 variety of which only 204

copies were issued.

The Second Issue $200 blue, black and red of 1871 is also
one of our attractive early revenues and, unfortunately, for the

“average collector it is somewhat expensive.

Like many of the

g i;a.fly revenues, it shows the Gilbert Stuart portrait of George

* Washington in black as the center design. This is surrounded
by elaborate scroll work in blue

and red. It is somewhat larger

than most of the dollar revenues but not as large as the $500.

This wvalue, similar to the
$500, was also printed in sheets
of eight. We have never seen
nor heard of a multiple, nor
even a pair. We have seen two
documents with single copies
of this stamp used in combina-
tion with other stamps. One
document, covering sale of pro-
perty to a New York Mining
Company, is dated June 35,
1872 and has in the left margin
of an Indenture a Second Issue
$200 along with a Third Issue
$5 and $10 as well as a block
of the latter. A second docu-
ment somewhat similar is dated
December 9, 1871 and shows a
Second Issue $200, a pair of the
$10 along with a Third Issue
'$5 and $10 in addition to a
pair of $10. Both documents
show payment of tax in amount
of $255. We have seen no other
documents with this high de-
nomination.

There exists one copy of the
$200 in superb mint condition,
as fresh as the day it was is-
sued. This stamp was brought

he 1856

In a recently published book-
let devoted to the 1851-1860
issues there are articles on the
several denominations of this
series. We note several errors
in the article on the 5¢c denomi-
nation which certainly should
have been checked before pub-
lication. The author carries on
the old fallacy that this stamp
was issued in 1856 “to pay the
Sc registration fee established
under the Act of March 3,
18552, Had he - taken the
trouble to read this Act he
would have distinctly seen that
the Act called for the pay-
ment of the registration fee in
in cash. Stamps could not be
used and if the Postmaster
through error accepted a stamp
he would simply be five cents
out of pocket when he account-
ed for his registered letters in
his next report. It was some
time later before this fee could
be paid in cash. We do' not
have the exact date before us
but Post Office- documents state
specifically the time.

The Sc stamp was principally
issued to pay the “shore-to-
ship” rate which was necessary

W:I WANT TO BUY
USED U. S.

Below we are quoting prices that
we will pavy for unlimited quantities

into the shop of Burger Bros.
in New York many years
back, by a woman who had
found it among some old papers.
She had with her at the same
time half of another stamp, the
half being equally fresh with
full gum. As even a damaged
specimen of this rare stamp
had value, Mr. Burger prevailed
upon the woman to hunt care-
fully for the other half, but
without success.

The records of the Bank
Note Company show that 441
copies of this stamp were is-
sued to the public. A receipt
dated August 31, 1875 shows
that at the expiration of the con-
tract between the Treasury De-
partment and Joseph R. Car-
penter for printing stamps,
there were on hand 735 copies
of the $200 denomination. We
have seen no record as to what
happened to these copies. Not
having seen a copy used after
this date, August 31, 1875, we
are lead to conclude that these
remainders must have been de-
stroyed. ;

5c

on certain mails going abroad.
From our observation, most of
the covers existing are address-
ed to France and originated in
New Orleans where many of
the single copies of the 5c were
used. In fact, we are of the
opinion that 80 per cent of
the 1856 5c covers known
originated in this city. We are
also told that covers with strips
of three are no rarer than those
with singles or pairs. This con-
clusively proves that the author
has little experience or has made
few observations for this de-
nomination is decidedly scarce
in strips, is quite rare in pairs
and is certainly much more
plentiful in singles. A hasty
glance at any of the important
auction catalogues of ‘the larger
collections of covers will readily
show this to be the case. We
doubt if we have seen 10 covers
in all with strips of three and
we know fwe have handled
over a hundred covers with
singles and seen many more.
We all certainly make errors,
and at times glaring errors, but
it is our opinion when an article
comes from the pen of one
who is evidently a new collec-
tor that it certainly should be
gone, over by someone who is
posted in an important publica-

ments

Detroit’s
P. O. Service

A circular giving the story
of Detroit’s postal service may
be obtained by collectors who
send return postage with their
requests to James H. Radema-
cher, Jr., president of the Na-
tional Association of Letter Car-
riers, 7Q6 Park Ave. Bldg., 2011
Park Ave., Detroit 26, Michigan.
These circulars were distribut-
ed July 28 during Detroit’s
250th anniversary parade by the
letter carriers. Detroit’s River
Post. Office is ialso described.
We thank John B. Jackson of
Ferndale, Mich, for this infor-
mation.

Harmer Sales

Successful

When the last lot of the H.
R. Harmer, Inc. auction season
was knocked down on July
11th at 32 FEast 57th Street,
New York City, it brought
their auction total for the sea-
son to a record $774,662.

While the auctions were
headlined by the “William L.
Moody III” Collection, with its
realization of over one-quarter
million dollars, and the “Y.
Souren” Stock, the season was
more remarkable for the steady
flow of fine properties that
found their way to collectors
throughout the world through
the H. R. Harmer, Inc. auc-
tions. Twenty-two catalogs
were issued, comprising 67 ses-
sions with a total of 25,702 lots.

A season that was expected
to be relatively quiet and at a
slightly reduced level was
boosted in its early days by
the first of the Moody sales
when prices in general exceed-
ed all expectations. The strong
support continued throughout
the September, 1950 to July,
1951 period, and at the con-
clusion it was evident that
stamp prices, despite increased
taxation and other drawbacks
to luxury spending, had im-
proved to some extent.
vast amonut of material placed
through the Private Treaty
Department of H. R. Harmer,
Inc. confirmed the extreme
activity that existed, which was
assisted by an increase in inter-
est from purchasers outside the
United States.

New U. S.

Anniversary of American Chemical
Society, Sept, 4, New York City.
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d Nations Postage Stamp

Stamp Collecting Week To Be Prinie

3rd National

National Stamp Collecting Week will be observed this year
from November 11th through November 18th. It is anticipat-
ed that the hundreds of clubs which have participated in pre-
vious celebrations will be joined by many more for the third
observance of the nation’s leading hobby.

Beginning on Armistice Day, the thirty-third anniversary
of the end of ‘World War I, National Stamp Collecting Week
programs will include events marking America’s role in world
affairs, postal history of that conflict, as well as the development
of U. S. armed forces.

Every major national philatelic society and hundreds of
local Stamp clubs have supported the observance of National
Stamp Collecting Week. Post Office Department officials also
back the program which is sponsored by the American Stamp
Dealers’ Association.

In connection with the 1951 observance, the A.S.D.A. will
once more issue a kit of suggestions for planning local observ-
ances of the week. The kit will be available to stamp collecting
groups after Labor Day, but stamp clubs wishing these kits may
make application for them now by directing their requests to
Peter G. Keller, Executive Officer, American Stamp Dealers’
Association, 65 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y.

Also available to interested collectors is a special pamphlet
produced by the A.S.D.A. on “How to Organize a Stamp Club”.
Requests for this pamphlet should also be directed to Mr. Keller.
This pamphlet includes, among other features, a complete con-
stitution, a form for membership application, forms for solicit-
ing members, news release, etc.

The 1951 observance of National Stamp Collecting Week
will be climaxed by the Third A.S.D.A. National Postage
Stamp Show, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, November 16, 17,
and 18th, in New York’s 71st Infantry Regiment Armory, Park
and Thirty-fourth Street. X

French First Day Postmarks

France has broken with im-
memorial usage and has issued
the covers of the Famous Men
series at the birthplace of each,
with the First day cancella-
tion, 30 mm. single circle, read-
ing “Premier Jour” at top, place
at bottom, and straight across
center the man’s name, date in
two lines below the name.

First day cancels have been
received thus far from Dela-
croix, June 2, 1951 from Saint
Maurice de Musset, June 2,
1951 from Paris; Gay Lussac,
June 2, 1951 from St. Leonard

de Noblat; and Talleyrand-
Perigord, June 2, 1951 from

Paris.
—~Raoul Lesgor

U. S. MINT, FINE

A few items picked at random
from the Most Important Stock of
United Stateg Postage and Revenue
Stamps in the Hands of any Pro-
fessional, Whether you are hunting
for the great rarity or simply the
garden variety we are likely to have
it. May we be favored with your
want list together with reference if
unknown to wus?

1893 Columbians 1c to $5 (#230-

V2 L e R e ST e 223.00
1898 Omaha 1c to $2 (#285-293).110.00
1901 Pan American 1c to 10c(#294-

co ) B e e R T i 14.00
1908 TImperf. Blocks 4c (#346)
J $8.60; . bc: (84T} iicasnanses 7l

1909 Imperf. Bl g or Lincoln

(368) or Ful 73), each. 10.00
1909 Imperf, Blk, S.
1908 )

(371) . 13.00

FOR ACTION

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT
Send Us Your
U. S. and FOREIGN

COLLECTIONS
WALTER GISIGER CO.

110 W, 42nd Street,
NEW YORK 18, N X
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The Secretary-General of the
progress photograph of the design
postage stamp which will be printed
the provisions of the Universal Posta

This 5c¢ stamp, the denominati
class surface mail sent from the Un
all 'parts of the world, is dedicated
national Children’s Emergency #u
developed by J. Enschede and’ Son
will be manufactured by that firm.
and Sons will be responsible for the
The photograph now published is 4
by Mr. Hartz in connection with
should not be considered as represe
ance of the stamp. It is circulated
design layout approved by the S¢
appointed to give final approval to
tions postage stamps.

Surinam Overpr

By P. BREED
1921 S. Burdick St.

there
printings of the 1 cent on 7%
cent. Stamps of the first print-
ing show a distance of 2 1/8

Apparently are two

mm. between the cypher 1
and the c¢ of cent while in the
second printing the distance is
1% mm.

There are also several varia-
tions in the bar and block

1951 Annual Catalogue

3¢
%




TRINITY 3-5745

Electro - Are Manufacturing Company

5930 Commonwealth Avenue
Detroit 8, Michiéan
April 12, 1952.

Dear Stan,

Another Saturdey rolling around. The time sure seems to fly by.
Not much news for the past week.

Enclosed find check for $16.00 for the three covers. They are

very nice. The 1868 and 1869 year covers ere under the French P.0. treaty.
However the third cover is interesting. I am returning it to you for further
inspection. My dope is as follows: This cover comes under the Scarce 1/30z.
rate=--1/30z. =--10¢; 2/3 but not over 1/20z.--16¢; etc. This cover appescrs
to be over 1/30z. but not over 1/20z. and thus took the 16¢ rate. We oredited
Englend 14¢. Our share 2¢. Difference between 16¢ and 18¢ is the depreciated
currency penalty. Rate to England at this time was 2-2«2=--6¢. The date on
this cover is Sept. 1871. The date seems very early for this 1/30z. special
rate. I thought it did not come into general useage until 1873. I could be
wrong since I have forgot where I got this information. What is your opinion.

Enclosed also is & nice cover to Sweden. As you have mentioned
before you dont see many covers addressed to Sweden. This cover seems a bit
different than the very few I have seen. All covers I have seen have been
Prussian Closed Mail. Bremen, Hamburg and French could also handle to Sweden.
This cover has the proper 42¢ rate to Sweden via Prussian Closed Meil in 1861.
However it appears it did not go this route. It left Boston Am. Pkt. to
England and I believe as a double rated cover prepaid to the British frontier
and DUE from there on. My informetion on this does not show routing via
Englend. However, England certainly must have had treaties with Sweden for
mail exchange. I am not versed in the Manucript marking, which I presume
is the emount due on delivery. One of the markings looks like British 1Shilling
due marking. Another good study for you to figure out.

The more one gets into the retes from 1868 on the more intriguing
they become. Rates chenged at a fast pace and I do not think we have anywhere
near the complete information. The general picture is known but there seems
to be quite a number of rates that were for a short time only. Perhaps laying
the ground work for the cheaper rates that finaldy went into effeet in 1875
(Postal Union).

Best of wishes to all.

‘ . Sincerely,
, M‘




Mondsy -
April 21st., 1952.

Mr. Harold W. Stark,
P, 0. Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dear Harold:

No doubt before you receive this you will have talked to Charlie or
to Jack and learned that I was in the hospital last week for a check-up with
a finding that I had gall stones and will have to have an operation. They
tell me that gall stones is more of a female affliction than male. I never
dreamed 1 would ever have any female troubles. Before any decision on an
operation I have to have my heart checked, ete. At present I am on a diet
~and am minue many of the things that have been staple with me,

I had a nice chat with Charlie over the phone yesterday and explained
why I would not be able to get up to the D.P.S, meeting at Adrian.

Yours of the 12th arrived okay and thanks for the check of $16.00 for
the three covers. I am returning the two covers that you enclosed, Here are
some corments: @

Cover to Sweden. You are quite correct - This shows no evidence that
it was aent by Prussian Closed lMail and there is no credit inhdicating such
carriage. The rate, as you are awara, was 42¢ per § oz. by P.C.M, and I wonder
if the sender didn't prepay it as such, rather than as a double 21¢ to the
British frontier? Also, I wonder if he paid it as a single P.C.M. not over §

- 0zs and it was found to be over a § 0z., 8o it was sent as a double "paid only
to fingland" - That seems the best explanation to me. The pen marking to left
is the British one shilling - so perhaps the Packet rate from England to Sweden
was 6 pence per $ oz. or a shilling for a double. The 12¢ stamp is a Plate 3.
The center pem marking looks like a one shilling marking had been crossed out.
I wonder why? - Perhaps thought to be incorrect - crossed out - then found to be
corract and re-rated to left. I will appreciate your comments.

/

Re - the cover from France to New Orleans in September 1871, I don's
know exactly when the rates.of 10¢ - 16y - 20¢ etc. went into effect but it is my
belief that this arrangement became effective about June lst, 1870. Perhaps a
bit earlier or later - I don't know, On 1l0¢ rates via England, the earliest
record of one with a 6¢ credit is Jume 28, 1870 - On the 10¢ rate the credit was
6¢ - on the 16¢ rate the credit was 12¢. On 20¢ it was also 12¢. Your snalysis
seems very sound because our share on a L0¢ rate was 4¢ - 2¢ U.S,Internal « 2¢
Sea. Thus to British Frontier with 6¢ from Britain to French destination. In
the case of this cover it appears that it was rated as not over 1/3 oz. with
payment "only to Britain" - However, the French found it over 1/3 oz. and rated
it as entirely unpaid ~ 16¢ due in "Specie" in the U.S5. with 2¢ internal as our
share, hence l4¢ specie due to Ingland. ¥ith 16 or 18 due this indicated gold at
112, 1 have no data as to what gold was quoted at in Sept. 1871 but 112 seems
rather low. It is odd tha&t there is no indication as to the sum due in "specie®
{eoin). At any rate, this is quite an interesting ecover.

I have a number of microfilms re - rates in 1867 - 1868 and 1869 but
I haven't had time to maka enlargements.

With best wishes - Cordially yours,

*.






THIS IS AN ENLARGEMENT
Made From A 35mm Microfilm
By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
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UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN CDINS AND STAMPS
HOBBY MODELS - CRAFTS - TOYS
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Feb. 8, 1952.

Mr, Harry B. Ven Denberg,
209 South Church St.,
Rockford, Ill.

Dear Mr., Ven Denberg:

Replying to yours of the S5th, the 12¢ 1851 bisect cover appears
to be genuine but, of course, one could not pass on the genuineness of a .
cover from a photograph. I believe that my signed opinion on the back of
the cover would carry as much weight as that by any other source. I will be
glad to examine the cover and if it is genulne I will signed it on the back
in pencil as follows: "In my opinion this cover is genuine in every respect."
I will also give you a letter to the same effect. The fee would be $5.00.

.. You ecould send the cover to the "Lxpert Committee - Philatelic
Fog%dation" - 22 East 35th Street - New York 16 - N.Y. They might hold it 30
or 60 days and charge you $10.00, perhaps moré. Or you could semd it to the
Expert Committee of the American Philatelic Society - addressing your letter
to My, Harry C. Flierl - 124 Tillinghast Place, Buffalo 16, N,Y, I do not
know what fee they would charge but they would no doubt take 30 days or more
to give you a certificate.

I would hesitate to give you an opinion on value without examining
the cover as value depends almost exclusively on condition., Of this I am sure
you are aware. :

I could probably place the cover for you to good advantage, cherg-
ing a fee of 20%. I will be glad to assist you if agreeable.

I regret that I cannot serve you on 20th Century material as I have
no knowledge of such, as I devote all my time exclusively to 19th Century U.S, -
issues prior to 1880 - Including sll stampless material from 1800. Also
Confederates.

The photo-print is returned herewith.

Sincerely yours,



MEMBER A. N. A, 9726 ESTABLISHED 1896 TELEPHONE 2-2514
A.P. 5, 23895

COIN AND STAMP STORE

HARRY S. VAN DENBERG
UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COINS AND STAMPS
HOBBY MODELS - CRAFTS - TOYS
209 SOUTH CHURCH STREET
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

April 19, 1952,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, l(yo

Dear lir. Ashbrook:-

I am referring to your letter
to me of Feb. 8th.

Mr. ? I just do not recall
his name at the Peoria Stamp Convention a few weeks
ago said your OK was better than anyone else and
at the time I had forgotten that you so kindly
offered to look at my 12¢ 1851 bisect on cover.

I enclose $5.00 as you suggested
and also am willing to pay for telling em what I
should get for the

1¢ Type IV on cover US Mail
Honolul Cover
Block of Six #73

I am sending you a #U-16 Die 1 Cover that I think
will be of considerable help to you in your
appraisal of the Bisect. I feel they both should
be sold together and at What price Would you say?

Respectfully,

Harry S. Van Denberg.

L s M A
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April 25, 1952.

Mr, Harry S. Van Denberg,
209 So, Shurch St.,
Rockford, Ill.

Dear Mr. Van Denberg:

Herewith I am enclosing the various items as per yours of the 19th
(mailed the 21st). Thanks very much for the $5.00.

Perhaps you were talking to Dr. Sneller or Mr, Chas. Putnam, both
of Peoria. Both a2ve very good friends,

Your 12¢ 1851 bisect cover is genuine in every respect and I have
signed it as such on the back. Although the only indication of year use is
the penciled "1853" this is undoubtedly correct because during the months of
August and September of 1853 there was a shortage of the 3¢ 1851 stamps at
the San Francisco office and a number of other California Post Offices, and
halves of the 12¢ were sold to supply the demand for two 3¢ to pay the 6¢
rate. That is the reason why we see recohnition of post office officials of
such half, or multilated postage stamps. I generally refrain from expressing
any opinion on values as there is such a diversity of opinion on the subjeect,
however, in this case, I will make an exception. I belisve this cover would
bring from $250 to $300 at a New York auetion at the present time. I think
the 10¢ envelope should be sold with the bisect cover and I think it would be
advisable to offer the two at one price., It is my guess that the 10¢ envelope
hasn't much value.

The One Cent 1851 is a Type IV stamp but a very nice copy. Juet as a
guess I think you should price the cover ¢ $15,00. That may be a bit high but
it is a pretty little cover.

The Honolulu stampless would probably bring between $10 and $15 at
a New York auction.

Re - the 2¢ B.J. block - It has a streaight edge at left and a piece
missing at the bottom with ragged perfs at the top, also top perfs of bottom
strip cut the designs. In other words - poor condition - and in my opinion -
not much value, in relation to S.U.S. quotation of #75.00 for a block of four.

I am making no charge for these expressions of values so take them

" for what they are worth. I would like to acquire the Honolulu cover if you

care to sell it.

. Sincerely yours,



. 9726 ESTABLISHED 1896 TELEPHONE 2-2514

COIN AND STAMP STORE

HARRY S. VAN DENBERG
UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COINS AND STAMPS
HOBBY MODELS - CRAFTS - TOYS
209 SOUTH CHURCH STREET
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

April 29, 1952,

_—~ , Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
AP0, Bexa3l,
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

Thank you for your letter of
the 25th.

Yes it was Mr. Chas. Putnam
that had such high regard for you and your
opinions,

Last January a dealer wrote
me he had a customer for the cover at between
450 and 500 but he wanted 20% commisgion and I
felt it a little high when he had no investment
or expense.

A very similiar cover to my
Honolulu was sold in Aug. 1951, in the Sampson
sale for Fifty dollars, and in March 1951, Harmer
Rooke & Co., sold one for Fifty-ome dollars.

Again thanking you for your
promptness, and help, 1 am,

Respectfully,

/A




May 1, 1952.

Mr. Harry S. Van Denberg,
' 209 South Chureh St.,
Rockford, Ill.
Dear Mr, Van Denberg:
Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 29th.
! I mentioned in my letter of the 25th, that I generally
refrain from expressing any opinions on values and your letter
demmastrated what an error & S s 2 do so.  Heremfter it is

going to be a rule that I will not break under any condigeration.

Sincerely yours,
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May 12, 1952.

Mr, Harry S. Van Denberg, oy
209 South Church St., :
Rockford, Ill.

Dear Mr. Van Denberg:

Just a few lines to comment on yours of the 3rd. I am sure
it is a common trait of human nature to desire to purchase low and
sell high. Perhaps a person should not be blamed., There is such a
difference of opinion on values that one can hardly be right nine
times out of ten., After all, eondition has much to do.

I do not think it is fair to request a prospective buyer to

make a bid. In many cases, & person is a sucker if he does so, be-

cause he may be dealing with a sharp-shooter who is devoid of any
honesty whatsoever. In so many cases the smart chap uses the bid to
get a higher price from someone else. If a person hes something to

sell he should name his price and stick to it until he is convinced no-

one will mect his fipure.  In thet way there ean be no argument or
disagreement . A

As far as 1 am concerned - no appriasals in the future - them .

no one can ssy that I said a £100.00 cover was only worth £25.00.

Sincerely yours,
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April 25, 1952,

Mr, Hugh L, Smiley,
2800 N, Clarence,
Wichita, Kans.

Dear Mr. Smiley:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 20th with the
various items which I am returning herewith.

(1) Sac & Fox Agey was listed as a P.O, as early as 1857 but
it was listed as Kansas in that period.

(2) The 3¢ '57 does look like a R.R. marking but I can't make
out what. If you eare to return it to me I will make an effort %o
identify it.

(3) Theee 3¢ 1861 - no comment. I am no student of grills.

I never make any offers on other people's property. If you
care to price and return the following iteme I will them decide if I care
to acquire them.

(A) Fort Lyon :
(B) 1¢ 1861 - Denver
(C) Fort Garland
\D) Denver3g 161 - Mey 6
I don't think much of the 3¢ 1861 marked PINK.

I have been a bit under the weather of late, hence the brevity of
this letter. ’

Sincerely yours,



WILLIAM C. MICHAELS
KANSAS CITY, MO.

CRN April 21, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stanley:

Thanks for your letter. Among your
"Quizzes’ in Stamps™ several years ago you
did have a picture of that Houlton cover
and you asked if anybody knew anything about
it. I think that is the only thing that ever
appeared in Stamps, but I have a copy of a
Canadian paper in which is published your
little piece, and of course, if I write any-

thing credit will be given all around.

™
/

Very truly y
S
/

74 aY%

N\
ey




April 26, 1952.

Mr, Vm. C, Michael,
906 Commerce Bldg.
Kansas City 5, Mo.
Dear Will:
Yours of the 21st received.

Checking my records very carefully, it appeers that I have a
record of five (5) of those Holton covers with dates as follows:

(1) Mar, 15 = By “.i7)

(2) Apr. 19 = Owned by “,C.M.(?)
(3) . 29 - Owned by S.B.A.

(4) May 28 = By A.F.Black

(5) Sepe. 12 (%) Owned by A.F.Black.

4 enclose photo prints of 1 = 2 - 4 and 5. I was unable to find a print of
my cover No. 3 - so I mede a new negative and L will send you a print later.
As these prints are from my files, will you please return them.

Re - Black's No, 5, 1t so happens that I have this cover on my desk
at present so I mede a new negative as the enclosed don't show the 2¢ %o
advantage.

I guess you are right about no mekfcle in "Stamps,” and inasmuch as
the data should be published 1 am delighted that you are undertaking the job,

They had me in the hospital last week for four days for a check-up

as I have been quite miserable for past month or so. They found the trouble wes

gall stones. I am on a strict diet trying to postpone for the present, an
operation. Some days I feel okay ~ others very miserable - this happens fto be
one of the latter.

My best wishes to you.

Cordially yours,
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* | H.COFFIN|

e f{ed

Stanley B

% EELEGR

Ranworth,
ste Lawrence Drive,
Pinner,

22nd, April. 1952,

o Ashbrook Esg,

Fort Thomas,
Kehth!o

pear Mr, Ashbrook,

My apologies for the long delay in writing ... Mrs. Robertson
has been rather ill and am glad to say is quite well again ... | have been travelling
rather a lot, then | had |nfluenza and what with one thing and another | am woefully
behind with my correspondence,

Last night | was looking through Postage Rates Booklet you

so kindly send me and the fearful thought crossed my mind that | had not acknowledged

or thanked you for it ( it came under separate cover you will recall) |f | have already
done so all well and good if not then my belated but most sincere thanks for the most
interesting AND useful book, | wish our people here at the G,P,0, would bring out a
similar sort of thing, though no doubt they will in due course as whilst travelling up
with the Archivist of the G,P,0, from the Annual Convention of the Society of Postal
Historians last week-end | gather that quite a number of projects and ideas are on hand
ses nNot the lezast of which is a complete overhaul and reorganisation of the Records way
back into the mists of time almost ... WHAT a tabkil

| have added several useful items to the collection and particularly
to the record whnce last | wrote to you, but as they are mostly G,Britain and NO US, |
fear what rather exites us over here would leave you rather coldl There is hovever a
small item upon which | would like your further comment and more informations..s. It con=
gerns the mark "SHIP TELEGRAPH H,COFFIN"™ a tracing of which | attach to the top of this
sheet, cssveee Details are 3-

On front of Cover .., Letter written Philadelphia 26.May 1819, addressed to Yorksfire,
The Handstamp is in Red below which is the current Liverpool Ship Letter(Framed Type)
Manuscript Rating #4§ 11d, §riginally)crossed out and increased to 1/3 in Manuscript,

| should like to know more about this Mark which undoubtedly is of American Origin?
We have nothing in this style or form appertaining to this country as far as | am aware, At
The convention last week, several pesople seemed to remember an article on the subject some-
where but none could remember where or when ... . Can you help me with the Story ? Is the
Mark A Private one for the Ship "Telegraph® Master H,Coffin .... OR is it a sort of Agents
Mark applied at the ghip Telegraph 0ffice run by H,Coffin ... At this date the Flag Signall-
ing establishment for communication between ship & Shore for Vessels lying in Harboureess Mr,
Coffin being prepared to accept and deliver letters to a Ship In Harbour, Or is this all too

Fanciful on my part, Your help would be greatly appreciatedecsso W
By Yours very Sincerely, &%—



April 28kh, 1952.

Mr. A. W, Robertson,
Ranworth
St Lawrence Drive
Fastcote Pinner Middx

England °
Dear Mr., Robwrtson:

Your air letter of the 22nd received. I was sorry to learn of the illness
in your family and trust that Mrs. R. and you have fully recovered. They had me in
the hospital last week for a check-up and found that the misery I had been suffering
for the past month was due to gall stones and an operation will be necessary sooner
or later.

Re - your query re - the marking "SHIP-TELEGRAPH," Covers bearing this
merking are quite familiar but I have no data on any American ship by the name of
"TELEGRAPH" or of a Master by the name of Coffin, that is, of the period 1816-1819,
I feel sure the markinc was of a ship "Telegraph™ and the master was "H.Coffin"
but in none of my reference books on American ships of that period can I find any
record of a ship by that name. :

I have a record of a cover from Medford, Mass. (part of Boston) to Liver-
pool in November 1816 and the marking on the cover was & straight line reading,
"TELEGRAPH - H.COFFIN" (SL 63X5) also one from Liverpool to Boston - Aug. 12, 1816 -
with & 8.L. 80X5 reading, "TELEGRAPH - H. COFFIN - LIVL." Also a cover like yours
Manchester, England to Philadelphia in 1818. Also another one like yours from
Philadelphia to Liverpool - but no record of the year. I am of the opinion the
ship must have been of British register rather than American and that she sailed
back and forth between Liverpool and Boston. If you obtain any data will you kindly
advise me.

Re - the postage rate booklet thet I sent you, I am quite sure you ac-
knowledged receipt in a previous letter.

: Re - Morton M. Shimp - 515 W, Cheltan Ave.,, Philadelphia, Pa,
As hear as I can recall I never heard of him. He is not = member of the American
Pnilatelic Society (which is not so good(?)). I note he is a member of the S.P.A.
\Society of Philatelic Americans. Most anyone can get into this Society -
Incidentally I am an Honorary Member but I don't brag about it. I will make some
inquiries for you but not knowing the man I would not eare to write him as you

suggest.

Sincerely yours,



\*)
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stanley B, Ashbrock, Esge Iste May. 1952,

Fort Thomas,

pear Mr,Ashbrook,

A hasty line or two concerning the nship Telegraph H,Coffin®

Query | man in my letter of a few days ago,

| spent last evening with Ethel Harper comparing our American Material,
and on the matter of the Ship Telegraph we turned up all sorts of reference works &
articles finally to discover a similar example photographed and in the Catalogue of the

"Napp" Sale,
This cover was also endorsed in manuscript "Telegraph" on the front ef-=

so that the query now is answered, and | hasten to confirm this with you to save your

precious time in both seeking the answer ( which you no doubt already had) and writing
on the subject in Particular,

Hastily, but as ever sincerely Yours,
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| have just thought whilst writing to you ,.ese

A Mr. Morton M, Shimp.
515 W,Cheltan Avenue,
Philadelphia, 44,

Has written to me on the subject of Ship Letters etc...
apparetnly he has some G,B, Material for exchange and | have
written asking if he would kindly send for my inspection, Whether
or not he knows me or of me | kmew am not sure, but | think it would
clear any possible doubts in his mind if you would be so kind as to
write him just a VERY brief line of reference on my behalf ,.as0

Conversely Do you know anything about the Gentleman which
would be helpful for my Reference Card ?
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April 29th, 1952,

Mr, Robert A, Peck,
1850 Baltimore St., B.W.,
Washington 9, D.C,

" Dear Mr, Peck:

Herewith the two eovers as per yours of the 26th. Inssmuch as
these two items do not have very much value I am returaing your check
and making no charge for the following information -

Cover with single gopy. This stamp is the "F" prelief znd is a
stamp from the bottom row of one of the Type V pilates. In all probability
from Plate 6. The stamp is not a double transfer - the bottom label shows
some of the letters with white patches in the shading of the letters, This
was caused by the paper being a bit too dry whem the priant was made, i.e.,
the paper was not cuit@ damp ehough to pick up the ink from the stesl plate.
- Such "ink varieties" are not uncommon., This dircular does not show any
actual day, month or year of use but if the stamp is from Plate 6, it is
probably an early use. The esarliest known use of a Type V stamp is November
1857. We believe that three plates (5 - 6 -~ 7) were all finished at about
the same time,

Cover with 3¢ Paid. I heve marked each stamp on the cover,
If I can assist you at any time, I will be glad to do so.

Sincerely yours,
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Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook
ks 3 Post Office Box 31
> Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Ik, Ashbrook:

OF EACH MONTH. AT THE MUSEUM\

April 5, 1952

I I have noticed, over a considerable period of time, your
request in "Stamps" for information on War rates of 1815 and 16,
I have a few War rate covers in my collection that I thought you
might like to record and they are as follows:

From To

. Barnard, Vermont Vincennes,Indiana Terr.

" Charlestown, Ind. Corydon,Seat of Govt,
Indiana Territory
Georgetown,
Dist, Columbia Post Vincennes,
Indiana Territory
Cincinnati, Ohio Charlestown,
Indiana Territory

Type Strike Date

Manuseript Oct,28,1815

Manuseript Mar,12,1815

Ry 3,1815
Black Hand
Stamp Circle
Manuseript Apr,11,1816

Rate Comments

37%¢ Stated on front =
"RBet this letter go with
speed as it is on ac-
count of the death of
a son,"

12¢ None

375¢ y

12%¢ This rate used during
the one month,

r I would be glad to send these to you for your inspection if
J you desire and I would like to trade the Vermont cover for a nice

Confederate or Western cover,

part of my early Indiana

Stampless collection,

Yours very tru

625 South Norman
Evansville 14, Indiana

The others I must keep as they are



April 15, 1952.

Mr. &. G. Johnson,
625 South Norman,
Evansville 14, Ind.

- Dear Myr. Johnson:

May I thenk you very kindly for your interest-
ing letter of the Sth. Your Indiana Territory "Var
Rate" covers are quite exceptiomal and exceedingly nice.
Your April 1616 cover is & rare item.

I would like to acquire your Vermont cover but
I dislike the exchange route because I"fear the other
fellow may not be satisfied. Perhaps if you would put s
price on the item we might be &able to work out a satis-
factory exchange.

Sincerely yours,



EVANSVILLE, INDIANA
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April 28, 1952.

Mr, S, G. Johnson,
625 South Norman,
Evansville, Ind.
Dear Mr, Johnson:

I am in receipt of yours of the 24th.

I must convess that I was rather amazed at the valuation of
$75.00 which you placed on your War Rate cover from Vermont to Indiana
in Oct. 1815, I am conscious of the fact that a person has a perfect
right %o place any value one thinks is right on any property one owns.

I hav§ been buying War Rate covers at from $2.00 to $5.00
according to the rates shown and the only unusual feature that I can
1lﬁi1no why your cover is not in the same class is the fact that it is
addressed to Indian Ty.

If you care to entighten me I can assure you I will welcome the
advice,.

Sincerely yours,



o .

" H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER

celteias H-R-HARMER, Ix~c.

BEpazaicsSast INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 32 EAST 57TH STREET

PROBATE & INSURANCE

o NEW YORK 22,N.Y.

DIRECTORS

ALSO AT 39-42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1.
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION

1st
May
1852

I enclose a used copy of Scott #39 from our auction of April 28th
on which I would appreciate your advice as to genuineness and
also your signature on the reverse of the stamp if it is so.

I look forward to the return of the item in due course together with

. your account,

Very truly yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC,

Director [ &

BDH:E
Enclosure - Stamp

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

e

ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED
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May 5, 1952,

Mr. Bernerd D. Harmer,

% H.R,Harmer, Inc.,

32 East 57th St.,
New York 22, N,Y,

Dear Mr, Harmer:

Herewith the U, S. 90¢ 1860 as per yours of the lst.

I have carefully exemined this stamp and I must confess that I

have been unable to form an opinion as to whether the cancelation is

genuine or not. Red ink, such as this,; is not difficult for the

expert faker to imitate.
I am sorry thaet I cannot give a definite opinion and authenticate

the copye. There is no fee for the above.

With my kindest regards -
Sincerely yours,



H-R-HARMER, Inc.

LI LR INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS RARMERSAE RN EWIMOSE
ARERME ALS ROk SALE, 39 EAST BZTH STREET WEEKLY PUBLIC AUCTIONS oF
ERDEATE. & INSLBANCE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

NEW YORK 22,N.Y.
DIRECTORS .
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE

ALSO AT 39-42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1.
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION

,
| fToeuck  STeAwANAMGHS

wi. H. MAHONEY

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 7th
e P. O. Box 31 May
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 1952

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Many thanks for your letter of May 5th and your comments con-
cerning the United States 1860 90c.

Reciprocating your kind regards.
Sincerely yours,
H. R. HARMER, INC,

g ' @ , hesy

Di}e‘c tor

BDH:E

',.’.f ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS + + =+ ALL EMPLOYEES BONDED



GEORGE W. LINN HAZEL L. MORGAN
PRES. & TREAS. GEORGE w ll"" COMPANY SECRETARY

CARL P. RUETH L. F. TURLEY
VICE PRES. INCOIPOIAYED ADVERTISING
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PUBLISHERS OF PRODUCERS OF

lINN S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS LINN PHILATELIC PRODUGTS

119121 EAST ounr STREET

Sidney, Ohio, U.S.A. April 30, 1952

P NI

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fott Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:-

Thapks for your letter. I can quite agree with you that the prime
factor in these Grinnells is the cancel. If I could find a single cancel
from any other source that matched these that would clinch the matter in
my mind. There are however some points that are of interest. I have often
thought that the early Hawaiian cancels which we know were hand set from
type. Reason for this is that in one of them the W of HAWAIIAN is too
high alongside the other letiters in the word. This could come from a hand g
set cancel but I do not believe it would come from a wood engravinge. Then
on the one with U. S. Postage Paid, in italics, the S is a wrong font, being

a straight rather than an italic letter. I do not believe that error would
have been made by a wood engraver., Then as to the Grinnell cancels of
both kinds, the one with the high W in HAWATIAN seems to show also in the
Grinnells altho the lettering 1s somewhet differefit, maj have been reset.
Then as for the one with U. S. Postage Paid in itelic in the Grinnells,
this looks like a wood engraving because there is a proper letter S but
it is unlike an ordinary S inthat it 'as small round balls on the ends of
the S rather than serifs as it should be. I can readily believe that a
wood engraver may have done such a thinge

Also, there is, I understand a period of about ten months in
1851 te:1852 in which there is no known dated material with Hawaiian
cancels. This Grinnell material could very well have come from that period.
Thus as I have said, if we co 1d find one cancel that would match I would
be satisfied.

It may surprise you to know that I wrote the Royal and asked them
to state their reasons for calling these stamps cft and finally got a reply.
If you care to see it will be glad to send it to you. I will be glad to hav
the picture of the cancel you sam you recently saw,.

Now for another thing right up your alley. The enclosed cover is
from @ friend in Florida. He wants to know about it. Value etc. You
will note the stamps are perforésed but that the date inside is March 1856
and there is a scribbled 1856 at the end of the address. It is perf 15
too so not the 124 perf. Will appreciate your remarks on it so I can
send back to this man and believe you will be interested in seeing it. *

Cordially,)gjjdjléf_;7 e,
\LA_M/\/\ ¥

P. S. I am going to Florida about the 10th Mav.

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS



May 4, 1952.

Mr. George W. Linn,
119-121 East Court st-’
Sidney, Ohio.

Dear George:

Re - yours of the 30th,I certainly would like to see the reply
you received from the Royal snd if you will loan it %o me I will return
it the same day of receipt. I sure would like to know why they thought the
Grinnells were bad.

. Herewith I return the 3¢ '51 cover. I only made a superficial
examination, hence the following opinion is off the cuff and I trust that
you will rot quote me es I did not make a thorough examinstion and further,
I would charge the owner $5.00 for an examination and opinion. The follow=-
ing is for you alone. I believe that the item is a fake, that some philatelic
erook removed an imperf pair from the cover and applied these perforations.

- I made a print of the Hawaii cover for you and I will try to have
it ready toc enclose in this letter. Note the style of the month logo. I do
not recall that I ever saw this sort of type in a Honolulu postmark before.
Maybe 1 have and didn't note it. Incidentally the owner of this cover in-
timatdd that he might sell the cover  for $50.00. Some fancy price in my
opinion,.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



May 7, 1952.

Mr, George W, Linn,

%4 Linn's Weekly Stamp News,

Sidney, Ohio.

Dear George:

Here is the photograph that I mentioned in my last letter. This
shows a Honolulu postmark (28 MM) of May 11, 1852.

I note that Lot 2036 in the First Knapp Sale was a cover with
this postmerk (red) with en earlier date, viz., April 16 (1852), That
is what the catalogue stated but I don't know whether the year use was
1852 or later. Also Lot 2035 in seme sale listed a cover with this post-
mark dated Dec, 28 (1851).

This is the only record that I have of a postmark with type like

Yours etc.,




Society of Philatelic Americans

THE NATIONAL STAMP SOCIETY FOR THE AVERAGE COLLECTOR

EXPERTIZING COMMITTEE
GEORGE RITTER. CHAIRMAN
RT, 8 BOX 534 TAMPA 4, FLA,

June 27th,1952,

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook,
P.0.Box 3l--Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mre Ashbrooks=-

Clint Vanderbilt and Steve Rich suggested that
the enclosed cover be sent to you for record.

It is the property of one of our members--and
was examined by these two gentlemen. They find
that the cover has had exceedingly early use,and
suggested that I get permission from the owner to
send it on to you for your perusal and comments.

I also attach a stamped and addressed envelope
with sufficient postage to pay registration fee
and return postage.

I shall appreciate your comments--and, as usual,
the member is now more anxious than-ever to learn
what he has. With kind regards7»/i am,

7= )
: \

cpgaia%1y>yeursfj

Leorge Ritter
Chairmane

\

If there should be a charge, I personally, even tho mot my
cover, will pay it upon advice from you.



July 2, 1952.

Mr, George Ritter,
Rt 8 - Box 534
Tampa 4. Fla.

Dear Mr. Ritter:

Herewith the 3¢ cover as per yours of the 27th. I think that
this item should be returned to the owner with the advice that he submit
same to the Expert Committee of the Philateliec Foundation - 22 East 35th
St., New York 16, N.Y., The Committee would charge him a fee and issue a
certificate.

I am very much opposed to the practice of giving Expert Service
free of cost to members of a Philatelic Society. Just because a person
joins a philatelic society and pays a few dollars a year in dues does not
entitle him, in my opinion, to free expert advice. Expert Committees of
Scocieties which give such free service are in direct competition with the
Philatelic Foundation, an organization which should have the support of
every serious collector in this country.

1 oould give the owner a very flefinite opinion on this item and
if he would send it to me I would charge him $5.00, but I do not think
that you should pay such a charge yourself,

Because I am a member of the S.P.A. I know of no reason in the
world why I should give such service free of charge to some person unknown
to me, just because he pays a few dollsrs each year as a member of the
Soeciety. I also refuse such free service to the A.P.S.Committee.

Expert opinions which are given free of charge are generally not
worth a damn,

Sincerely yours,

See 23-28



» &

July 2, 1952,

Mr, W, S. Boggs,
22 Bast 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y.

Dear Win:

Please: note copy of letter to George Ritter, He is Chairman
of the Expert Committee of the S.P.A.

He sept me & cover with a pair of the 3¢ 1851 with perforations
used from-Portifind,dlaine in_1856§

I do not Is how s'ome pebple who don't know a damn thing about
stamps oa£ qggio;:‘to serve on Expert Committees and attempt to express

opinions,

Sincerely yours,

e
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E. G. GUY. PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER
J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, Vice PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK. AssT. TrReas. a TRAFFIC MGR

PHONE |25
o

I; '_' ’ GRYSTAL ° %OF CARSON CITY

INCORPOBATED

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN
Ionia, Michigan.,

May 2, 1952.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.
Dear Stan:

Charlie Shierson and I entertained the DPS at Adrian last Wednesday.
e missed you - everyone asked about you.

Had a letter from Mort. He and Anna are leaving for the west coast

night of June 8th and he says they had expected to spend the day of

June 9th with you and Mldred in Cincinnati, but he wonders if they

will be able to do this account of your illness. I supgest you let

Mort ard I know how you will be feeling and if you want me to, I can
fly down to Cincinnati at same time.

Rene has been trout fishing for more than a week now, up on the Pere
Merquette River near Baldwin, Michigan. I understand she has taken
some lovely catches of really large trout, and so far has beaten all
records for catches this season. Hope she will know e nough not to
get drowned - this #river is really dangerous.

I spent four days last week in Boston with Joan. Stopped in at the
ASDA Stamp Show last Saturday in Boston. Saw John Fox, Dan Kelleher,
Colby, Molesworth, and others.

The real reason I am sending this letter special delivery, Stan, is

account of a cover Sam Paige showed me in Boston. Seems he has all

the (Clara DeWindt covers for sale, and among them is the "First Day"

one cent 1851 cover illustrated on page 120 of your Vol I - a lovely

thing with a mice position 5R1E Type I-B tied on ard "JUL 1" in red

on circular which is dated June 30th inside. Sam Paige said price was
$700.00 but intimated he might consider a lower offer. I asked Dan

Kelleher about this cover and Dan said he originally sold it to Judge
Emerson for $500.00 and the Judge kicked like the devil at the price

but paid it. Dan said he "thought" Clara DeWindt paid somewhat more than .
$500.00 when she acquired the cover but not more than $600.00 - Dan

was not specific on this, I asked Dan if he thought I ought to pay

$700.00 for it and he just shrugged his shoulders. Later I asked Fred
Schmalzreidt about it and Fred said that if it was the ONLY first day

cover with the 1¢ where a "JUL 1" postmark is on face of cover, it was
unique and perhaps I ought to have it. All the other so-called 1¢ first

day covers have only a printed date INSIDE the circular to indicate they
"might" have been used July lst. What shall I do on this, Stan? Shall

I offer Paige less than $700,00 or what?

Regards. S1

ely

%eckenstein.

ROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
TAX. FEE OR CHARGE, ON THE PRICE OF OR ON
O BE BORNE BY PURCHASER

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYONJO‘J
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, THE PURCHASER AGREES TO FAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR Loco
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOIGE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS
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May 3, 1952.
Saturday A.M.

Mr, J. G. Fleckenstein,
419 Union St%.,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

Re - your air special just received. The biggest sucker stuff in
this game is to make a dealer & counter offer - so if you fail to obtain the
cover from Paige - don't make him a bid - The sharp-shooters generally use
such offers to induce someone else to buy it at a higher price. $700.00 is
a terrific price for the cover even in these times at the depreciated dollar,
Use your own judgement but I suggest you tell Paige that you would like to
have the cover but for him to name the lowest price he c¢an accept and you
will then decide, that under no circumstances will you make any bid for the
COVEr,

I wouldn't doubt Dan's word on anything but I can hardly imagine

Clara De Windt paying as much as $500.00 for any cover. I never put her in
that class. There is no question but what this is a wonderful cover and I
think it is the finest 1¢ '51 First Day in existence. I do not recall any
that even approaches it. There is no question but what it would fit into
your collection or in Mort's, but I wonder if Mort would pay as much as §5007
Suppose for'e;gmpme, you would bid Paige $500, he could thén go to Mort, or
sameone else and say, "Jack bid me $500"and that might influence Mort or some-
one._else to pay $600 or $700. Paige knows what his 1limit is - why don't he

name it %o you.

Re - Mort's visit to Cincinnati on June 9th. At present I don't
know when + will have the operation. Some days I feel okay, on others I am
in considerable pain half the time, but I try to stay at my desk and keep
going. It is the photographic work that punishes me. I wrote Mort that I
would gi¥ehhim plenty of time to decide about his visit here and I will do
the same with you. L may be all over with the operation by that time and I
might be in the hospital.

This must be wonderful weather for fishing.
Best wishes.

Cordially yours,



May 7, 1952.

Mr, J. G. Fleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

Re - my last letter - I intended it to go "air mail - special delivery™
but I believe I forgot to mark it "Special Delivery." Too bad.

) The following is confidential so please do not quote me. Searching thru

my records I .found that the 1¢ '51 cover - July 1, 1851 - was an Emerson

cover and was Lot 42 in the First Emerson Sale of Oct. 19, 1937 - It was sold

to "Order" @ $175.00 and according to an old memo I found, whoever bought it

sold it to Clara De Windt for $250.,00, Thus Dan must have been in error. I

was today informed that Paige bought the collection outright from Clara but
higge and may not be true. There is no question but what the cover sold too
'ﬂ-e Emerson Sale but so did a lot ofiftems bedause on the day of the

§ was a very bad break in the N.Y, Stock Market.

: In the Knapp Sale (First) Lot 2374 was¥a cover with a H.S. of three of
the 1¢ 1851 used from New York City to Lockport, N,Y., tied by the red square
grid. The postmark was "NEW YORK - JUL 1" - The strip was from the top row of

the left pane. Have you a catalogue of the First Kmapp Sale? The sale price
of the cover was $115.00. I don't think anyone is going to break their neck
to pay Paige a tremendous pride for Clara's cover, but according to my records,
these two covers are the only l¢ First Day covers known with postmark of

"JUL 1" - I am sorry I was unable to supply all this information in my letter
of the 3rd. '

This is a good subject for my "Special Service" and I will menticn it in
the Issue that I am now preparing.

With regards,

Cordially yours,




Page ;793

Regarding the annullment of his contract, G. Chorpenning stated: "May 1llth,
1860, Postmaster-General Holt ordered my contract annulled on the ground
that the service was not performed in accordance with the terms of the
contract xxxxxx When my contract was annulled my coaches were running over
the road weekly and carrying such of the mails as were given me, The de-
partment gave me no notice of dissatisfaction with the service, as was the
regular custom, xxxxx ily contract was annulled upon charges I have proved
false and unfounded." (end) (Quote from the "Overland Mail" by Hafen,

page 157)

"CHORPENNING ROUTE STAGE COACH COVTIRS"

While it is quite possible that other covers are in existence of the same
type as cover No, 44, I have only a record of the two mentioned in these
notes, viz., Cover No, 44 and the Ex-llest cover illustrated in my One Cent
Book, Vol, 2, page 281, However, a second type is known, published by
"Randall & Co., Marysville" - with the same cut of stage and six horses

but with different type in the routing, "Overland - Via Placerville and
Salt Lake." This cover is in the Jessup collection, and bears the postmark
of "Forbestown, Cal. Mar 8," It was Lot 184T in the Gibson Sale by Ward

in 1944 and sold « $245.00, Later it was sold in the Brigham Sale by
Kelleher, Dec, 1, 1950, It is probably unique.

"CHORPEI'NING ROUTE CHOO CHOQO COVIRS"

Covers in this class ars a combination of route direction and propaganda
for a railroad to California, For example, such wording as, "PER OVERLAND
MAIL VIA PLACERVILLE AND SALT LAKE, HURRAH! BUT WE MUST HAVE THE" with a
hand pointing to a cut of a R,R, engine and cars, In a later issue of
this Service I will discuss the various types of the "Chorpenning Choo
Choo covers," which I have been able to record, with the assistance of my
good friend Edgar B, Jessup,.

For a map showing the Placerville - Salt Lake Route, kindly refer to my
One Cent 1851-57, Volume 2, page 277, and may I remi: se interested,
that the Chorpenning - HockadayRoutes became the roé%§;? ¢ famed
"Pony Express" of 1860-1861, &Q%

oh T

THE ONZ CENT 1851 v Q
FIRST DAY COVERS - JULY 1, 1851

How many first day covers are known bearing the One Cent 18517 In my bookk
Volume One, page 122, I stated that four covers were known showing a

FIRST DAY use. Figs 15U on page 120, illustrated a single used from

Boston which we will refer to as No. ls I quote from page 122: "Of the
other three first day covers two were used from New York City and the other
from Baltimore." (end) I will list the four covers as follows:

No, 1 - Single - Cover postmarked Boston "Jul 1" - A folded circular dated
June 30, 1851, This cover was shown to me by Mr, Dan'l Kelleher in the
early nineteecn twenties, and went into the collection of Judge Robt. S.
Emerson, who passed away in January 1937. On page 122 of Vol. 1 of my
book,. I.stated:that this cover was in "a famous sastern collection." Vhen
that part of my book was written, Judge Emerson was still alive. This is
the only cover known to me with a single one cent 1851 with a postmark of



Page ]"94

"Jul 1" (1851), In the First Emerson Sale, by Kelleher, held in New York
on Oct. 19, 1937, this rare cover was Lot ;42 and was sold to "Order" C
$175.,00, Later, it passed to the collection of lirs, Clara De Windt,

No, 2 - Horizontal Strip of Three (1L1E - 2L1E - 3L1E) on cover used from
New York on July 1, 1851 to Lockport, N.Y. This is a folded letter with

a New York postmark of "JUL 1" (1851), The strip is from the top row of
the left pane of Plate One Early and is canceled and tied to the cover by °
the N, Y, square grid in red. This cover was in the Edw, S. Knapp collec~
tion during the nineteen thirties and was in the First Knapp Sale, held
May 5 to 10th, 1941 as Lot 2374, The sale price was $115,00, It is the
only First Day One Cent cover that I have ever seen with a strip of three,

Covers No, 1 and No, 2 are the only One Cent covers in my record that show
a postmark of July 1 (1851), I estimate that over twenty "FIRST DAY" 3¢
1851 covers are in various collections thruout the country.

(To those interested in the latter, kindly refer to the fine article by
the late Leo J. Shaughnessy in the "3¢ '51-'57 Chronicle" - Issue, Noy 7.

Philip H, Viard, in his c¢olumn in Mekeel's - Apr. 24, 1950, had the follow-
ing remarks about the Knapp cover, quote: "Quite recently we have been
shown a strip of three on cover with bright red grid cancellation used from
New York City on July l. Thc letter is addressed to Lockport, N.,Y, and a
notation shows that it was received July 3, 1851 - Thursday P.M. The
"stamps in question are positions 1-2-3L from Plate One Zarly." (end)

A part illustration of the cover was shown in the Knapp catalogue.

Nos 3 - A single on a folded printed circular dated New York July 1, 1851,
The stamp tied by a New York red square grids This wae formerly in my
collection and while there is actually no evidence that it was placed in
the New York Post Office on Tuesday, July 1, 1851, I was always content

to believe that such was the case,

No, 4 - A single on a folded printed circular dated "Baltimore July 1, 1851."
The stamp tied with a round grid (18 MM) in black. The cover addressed to
Mt, Airy, Va, This cover was formerly in the collection of Mr. Harold W.
Carhart,s Similar to No. 3 there is no actual evidence of use on July 1,
1851,

Since my book was published in 1938, I have only been able to record one
additional possible First Day cover, which I have listed as -

No, 5 - Likewise - a single on a folded printed circular, dated New York °*
July 1, 1851, The stamp on this cover is tied by the New York square grid
in black. Covers No. 2 and No, 3 have the square grid in red. I have a
record of a 3¢ 1851 cover used on July 3, 1851 with the square grid in
black, so no doubt, red and black were used as early as July 1, 1851,
Cover No. 5 was shown to me by Mr, John A, Fox in December 1944,

ONE CENT 1851 COVERS
USED JULY 3 and 5, 1851,

Back in the nineteen twenties I had a cover used on July 3, 1851 but be-
cause it was not a First Day I failed to record a complete description of
it, When the Carroll Chase collection of his 1¢ 1851-1857 was sold by
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Page #95

Kelleher in May 1925, Lot 40 was a beautiful cover with a H, S, of three,
Plate One Early, used from Charleston, S, C., on July 5, 1851, The cata-
logue stated that only one earlier cover was known, DBecause this was the
second earliest known use at that time, the cover fetched the high figure
of $81,400,

In the West Sale by Werd in May 1943, Lot 308, was a cover with a single
3¢ used from Nashua, N.,H. on July 5, 1851. This cover bears the postmark
of "JUL 5," It was purchased by Mr, Harry Keffer for $31.00. I note that
it is again coming up for sale in a Keffer Sale, ("The Collector's Shop -
105th Sale), scheduled for May 28th next, (1952), as Lot 24,

I have a clipping from a Rochester, N.Y, newspaper of July 3, 1851, "
which stated that supplies of the new 1851 stamps, l1¢ - 3¢ and 12¢, were
placed on sale at the Rochester Post Office "during the forenoon" of the
30th of June, which was Monday,

I have never seen the use of a 12¢ 1851 during the entire month of July
1851,

(end of Issue No, 14)

May 8, 1952
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April 23, 1952.

Dr, W, Scott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:
Yours of the 16th received, and I note you had quite a session

th Edgar. I sure would like to be a silent witness to one of those
affairs, 1 would sure be on your side.

The "Hitchcock" cover you described is very interesting. I don't

seem to have any record of it in my files but I suppose it is the type as per
Knapp 1494 (first sale). Was there only one type? It is very odd that no
forwarding was made from St. Louis, This seems most unusual. Incidentally
with the Overland rate of 3¢ to St. Louis and a 3¢ forwarding rate to New York -
such a routing was 4¢ cheaper than the 10¢ rate. I don't think this interesting
point ever occurred to me before. I don't know much about the various types of
stage coach covers but don't you think a Hitchcock is one of the scarce types?

I was in the hospital four days last week for a check-up - Eray ete.
Kidney stones were suspected but it turned out to be gall stones. An'operation
was recommended and I was put on a striet diet - looks like I am to avoid the
staples I love best. Today I had a cardiagraph - (is that what they call 1it%)
and then my doctor suggested we don't consider an operation for the present.
I sure had a lot of pain in my back (right side) for the past month, also across
my abdomen right under my ribs. I always thought gall stones was more of a
female ailment, and I never suspected I would have any female troubles. Maybe
its change of life - or something.,

If you care to send that Hitchcock on sometime I will be glad to make a
photo - We could give one to Edgar. Did he have another?

My best regards.

Cordially yours,



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

-~ v



3 MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
! W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
f ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

#; ;fm ey & wo ¢7

o T
s Ao 19 7t e
' e Gt 4 o, S -

’M/a&u//m ,

At L
| o L
. usTith B B









s~ (74,

April 28, 1952,

Mr., Harold.W. Stark,

P, 0. Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.
Dear Harold:

Here is a 1¢ 1851 cover which is apparently okay. I suspected
that the stamp did not originate and so checked the postmark very
carefully. This is an odd type of a N,0, with the capital A with dot
“of "LA" and it was only (?) used in 1856-1857. OCan you figure why "Due 33%

They have me on a "s'trict diet but so far I can't notice any
particular good from it. I was hoping it might help .to postpone an
operation for the present at least.

Regards.

Yours etc.,



Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
BOX 448

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Dear Stan,
First of all, how do you feel, Better I hope,

Am returning the five France to New York covers. They
are very interesting, especially the different N.Y. Steamship
markings. I dont understand the different cemtime rates unless
they are different internal rates. All covers were less than 1/20z.
to take our 10¢ steamship rate.

Am enclosing a cover to France in Feb, 1875, 6¢ and
"¢, making 13¢/. What is your explanation,

Enclosed also 1s a letter from Arthur Van Vlissingen.
I have been corresponding with him regarding the supplementary
mail cancellations. I told him you and I were also working on
s angle and gave him some of my observations,

' Regarding your 1¢ cover and as you say used in 1856-57.
I dont know what the manuscript in the upper right conner is., It
looks like Union 2¢ or Union 20, Is this a boat notation? If so
the letter might be a prepaid 1¢ Way with the postage due. I
believe the 5¢ unpaid rate was off at this time. If this is true
the cover should show a way marking. The letter might be a double
2¢ local rate or a possible double circular rate.

Not muech else to talk about. We have been having
wonderful weather. 75 to 85 every day. Charles Shierson's party
was very nice.

Best of wishes and take care of yourself,

Sincerely,_




May 10, 1952.

“r. Hﬂmld w. Stal‘k,
Ann Arbor, Mich,

Dear Hareld:
AYbura'of the 7th received with enclosures.as stated.

Some days I feel okay - others not so good, in fact, quite miserable’
with pain front end back. I am on a strict diet and hope that it will help -
but I believe that the only recourse is an operation. I have had all sorts
of advice - some advise going st once and getting it over with, others say =
take it slow snd avoid an operation unless 1% is absolutely necessary te get
- relief. 1 hope to put it off to the middle of June unless the case gets .~
worse, At any rate, I am up and =t my desk every day as uaual but at times
I have to recline and eompletsly relax.

Herewith tha cover to France with 13¢ paid. This use was Feb, 1875
and at that time the rate to France was 9¢ for each } ounce - The registration
“fee was 10¢, so there was no way that 1 know of to make up & 13¢ rate., France
joined the U,P.U, on Jan. 1, 1876 and the rate hecame 5¢ - with a fee of 10¢ _
for registration, so this could not be an error in year use - say an error in
the "75." 1 suppose whoever mailed the letter did not have stamps to meke up
" 9¢, 8o overpaid the letter by 4¢, I read over the whole 1874 Treaty but
there i® nothing in it which provided for any combination of 1l3¢. Have you a -
copy of the Treaty? Have you any other suggestion to explain the 13¢7

, Thanks for a look at Van's letter. It contains some interesting data
and I made a misrofilm of it to file for future reference, I am returning the
photo=-print se that you can refresh your memory regarding it. This the 1l¢
1851 cover - New Orleans with Due 3. This N.0. postmark is an odd type with
the "IA" with a small eapital "A"™ with dot below. I believe it was only used
in 1856-1857, thus we can approximate the year of use. At that period there wes
no penalty for en unpaid rate, nor was there any "Way fee" of l¢ on river mail
into New Orleans. Perhaps there are two explanations, viz: (1) Perhaps the
letter originated at some point up or down the Mississippi River and was handed
to someons on a steamboat bound for New Orleans to be mailed there as a Dyop
letter. Upon arrival at New Orleans, it was handed to an agent of the K,0, P.O,
and coming from out of town was ratod as Due 3 - confirming use after March 31,
1855. 1t should have been rated Due 2 with eredit for the l¢ peyment as there
was no P,0.D, Regulation which stated that partial paypents on domestic mail be
ignored. It should have been marked Due 2. My second theory is a land Way
letter with prepayment of the Way fee - but postage of 3¢ unpaid and Due. One
can take theirchoice. Which solution do you profar? The "UNION 20" in upper
right is "20 Union qt. 5 ’ : :

Yes Harold, the weather has been wonderful up until tollay - aaturday -
but I BUppOse you are having munh‘the same - heayy_pveroaat here and rain -



one of those intensely gloomy days.

i was sorry we were unable to get up %o Adrian for the D.F.S.
uBQtiM.

My best regards -

Cordially yours,

PoS.==Do you remember those big recomstructed blocks of the 12¢ 1857 that
belonged to Richey and which I took off a cover going %o Ireland®? Richey
paid Perry £1,000 for the cover years ago. I took over the balance of
the Richey re terial a year or so ago. I am in need of cash (account of
illness) - would you be interested im these large reconstyucted blocks if
I made a special price of $600 to you?



L Sunday -
i April 2@, 1952,

© ' Mr, Morris Fortgang,
i 114 East 84th St.,
¥ New York 28, N.Y,

s Dear Morris:

I - I have been feeling rotten for past month so they sent me to the hospital

& for a check-up last Wednesday - I returned Saturday afternoon - verdict - gall stones
and an operation necessary. Thus you will understand why my last letter was a bit
short. Its a bit hard to do stamp work when one has an aching pain in the back.

i note that yours of the l4th arrived the day I went to the hospital. Here-
with I am returning the various items. I will refer to them as per your letter (4/14/52),

No., 1 - Nes, L find I had no previous record of this vertical pair which is as you state
5 - 1516 = 1 made a photo for my record.

No. 2 - Yes, you are quite right = This V.S. is 7-17-27L6. I found I had a photo of 1it.
It was sent to me at one time by Bill Cheney.

No, 3 - is 23R6 - nice plate variety.

No. 4 - I doubt if this is a Plate 6. It looks more like Plate 7 and, of course, could
be a Plate 57 (a guess).

No. 5 = A "curl in head" - This variety is well known %o me but I cannot remember at the
moment the plate or position. If you will send it to me later on when I feel better I
will be glad to look it up for you.

No, 6 - Question - is this 15R6? The answer is yes. I signed it on back,

No. 7 - Your plating is correct - This is 4313 but I don't think the year date is 1856 but
rather 1858. I believe that the postmark isHARTFORD CT and I have no record that this
office used a year-dated postmark as early as February 1856,

o, 8 - I think it could come from Plates 5 or 7.

~ I cannot lay hands on my reference copy but I think this is surely 1lL7.

0 - This postnark was used in 1856-1857. At which time there was no penalty for an
aid rate. I suppose the letter came from up the river and was intended to be mailed as
p upon arrival in N,0,., but was handed to a P.0, clerk and reted as an out-of=-town.

I think 1t was an error in rating it "Due 3," as credit should have been given for the 1l¢.
It should have been merked "Due 2." I don't know what "Union 20" meant unless it was
"UNION" (Miss). There was an office of that name.

With best wishes =

Sincerely yours,



A
el April 25, 1952.

Mr, L. V. Huber, ,
4841 Canal St.,
New Orleans 19, La,

Dear Mr, Huber:
Thanks very much for your kind letter of recent date,

Herewith is a photo-print of a cover submitted to ma by one
of my good Iriends with the query - "Why Due 32" I note in your
book that this type of postmark was used in 1856-1857. It is one
that is easy to identify. The stamp was evidently used on this cover
" originally - as we see it.

-

. I am wondering if you can offer an explanation of the Dus 3 -
¢r the meaning of the "Union 20." I figured that the letter originated
up the river - say in 1886 - 1857 and was handed to some steamboat
purser to carry to N.O, and meil as a "Drop," hence the 1¢ pay, but the
letter was handed to the P.0. agent and rated as out-of-town - However,
this was an error as eredit should have been given for the l¢ payment.
That was the best that I could do - so perhaps you can give a better
explanation.

With regards -

Sincerely yours,



¥ Victor Huber
1875 - 1941
" Leonard V. Huber
- Albert R. Huber
"-,a-' "

o

VICTOR HUBER & SONS

¥ r - Proprietors of
Cemetery Memorial Design and Construction

HOPE MAUSOLEUM

4841 CANAL STREET Rl T
GAlvez 5560 NEW ORLEANS 19, LA.
April 28, 1952
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. O. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
Your letter of April 25, was received. I think

that your hypothesis about the "Due 3" on the
cover, a print of which you sent me, is correct.
The "Union 20" has a very simple explanation.

20 Union Street was the address of the firm
from 1854 to the time that it was succeeded by
Carroll Hoy and Company. You may recall that

I wrote you on January 24, 1950, concerning
this firm, its predecessors and successors.

With best wishes, I remain,

Cor lly yours,
e

LVH:HH
Enciliyl



May 10, 1952.

Kr. Harold W, Stark,
P. 0, Box 288.
Ann Arbor, Mich.

® Dear Harold:
: Yours of the 7th received with enclosures as stated,

Some days I feel okay - others not so good, in faect, quite miserable
with pain front and back. I am on a strict diet and hope that it will help
but I believe that the only recourse is an operation. I have had all sorts
of advice - some advise going st once and getting it over with, others say =
take it slow and avoid am operation unless it is absolutely necessary to0 get
relief. I hope to put it off to the middle of June unless the case gets
worse. At any rate, I am up and &t my desk every day as usual but at times
X have to recline and acompletely relax. :

. Herewith the cover to France with 13d paid. This use was Feb, 1875
and at that time the rate to France was 9¢ for each % ounce - The registration
fee was 10¢, so there was no way that 1 know of to make up a 13¢ rate.. France
joined the U.,P,U, on Jan. 1, 1876 and the rate became 5¢ - with a fee of 10¢
for registration, so this sould not be an error in year use = say an error in
the "75," I suppose whosvar mailed the letter did not have stamps to make up
9¢, so overpaid the letter by 4¢, I read over the whole 1874 Treaty but

" there is nothing in it which proviced for any combination of 13¢. Have you a
copy of the Treaty? Have you any other su gestion to explain the 13¢% :

Thanks for a look at Van's letter. It conbains some interesting data
and I made a microfilm of it %o file for future reference. I am returning the
hioto-print so that you can refresh your memory regarding it. This the 1¢
51 cover - New Orleens with Due 3. This N.O. postmsrk is an odd type with
the "LA"™ with e small eapital "A" with dot below. i believe it was only used
in 1856-1857, thus we canm approximate the year of use. At that period there was
no penalty for an unpaid rate, nor wss there any "Way fee" of 1l¢ on river mail
into Naw Orlesns, Perhaps there are two explanetions, viz: (1) Perhaps the
letter originated at some point up or down the Mississippl River and was handed
to someone on & steambost bound for New Orleans to be mailed there as a Drop .
letter. Upon arrival et New Orlssns, it was handed to an agent of the N,0. P.O,
and coming from out of 4own was rated as Due J - confirming use after March 31,
1855. It should have been rated Due 2 with credit for the l¢ payment as there
was no P,0.D, Repulation |which stated that partial paygents on domestic mail be
ignored. It should have 'been marked Due 2. My second theory is a land Way
letter with prepayment of the Way fee - but postage of 3¢ uinpaid and Due. One
ean take their choice,” ¥hich solution do you prefer? The "UNION 20" in upper
right is "20 Union S%."/

Yes Ha!old} fhé weather has been ﬁonderful up until today - Saturdey -
but I suppose you are laying much the same - heavy overcast herc and rain =




IR

##2. Mr, Harold W, Stark - May 10, 1952.

one of those intensely gloomy days.

L was sorry we were unable to get up to Adrian for the D.F.S.
Meeting.

Ky best regards -

Cordially yours,

Pu.8,=<Do you remember those big reconstructed blocks of the 12¢ 1857 that
belonged to Richey and which I took off a cover going to Ireland? Richey
paid Perry $1,000 for the cover Vears ago., 1 took over the balance of
the Richey re terial a year or so agoe I am in need of cash (account of
illness) - would you be interested in these large reconstructed blocks if

1 made & special price of $600 to you? :
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POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS
WILLIAM R. STEWART

435 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET
PARK RIDGE, ILLINOIS
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May 12, 1952,

Mr, Willi;m R. Stewart,
435 North Vashington S%.,

Park Ridge, ill.
JDear Bill:

Herewith the St. Louis Bear cover, I am sorry, but I
do not pass on U, 5, Postmasters. I advise sending this to the
Philatelic Foundation for a certificate.

I heve been a bit under the weather, hence dslayed
sending for a few things in your sale of June 7th next. I would
like to see the following lots:

) 138 - 485,
Thanks.,

Sincerely yours,



Mar 26, 1952.

Mr. William R. Stewart,
435 North Washington St.,
Park Ridge, Ill.

Dear Bill:

Re - that St. Louis Bear cover that you sent me.
Going thru my records I found that I did not have any record
of a "Pald" naﬁéing such éa is on this cover. This suggests
‘ the posslbiiity that the stamp did not originate on the
em}ar - that it was mailed unpaid with S¢ due and that the
“PAID" is a fake. ”

Yours ete, ,






M lq. lci.f’__
M. C. Blake

] B W 11 Mason Street, Brookline 46, Mass.
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April 5, 1952.

Mr. M. C. Bleke,
ll nason Stl 9
Brookline 46, Masa.

Dear Maurice:

low for your letter of the 19th after all the delay. Have been
terribly busy end in addition, suffering from a bit of lumbago - at least
L suppoeco that was the troubles

Regarding the $1.16 rate to the Grand Camary. Perhaps if I could
remove the stamps from the cover, I could get some evidence as to whether
this was » stampless originally or had some other stamps., This cover was
in the Seybold sale in 1910 and sold at $27.00. Perhaps it was a paid
stampless, perhaps it had three 30¢ stemps. Seybold was a collector of covers =
one of the earliest - I have womdered if he lacked a cover with a 90g¢ 1860
and tried %o locate one for years with no success - then some obliging faker
made one for nime The 30¢ 1860 was not scaré¢e on cover and this cover might
have had three 30¢ 8o the faker took them off and filled up the corner with
four stamps, one of which was a 90¢. Thus Seybold got what he wanted - a 90¢
1860 cover. This is all guees-work of course, but there is no guess-work that
the original rate on this cover was 90¢, and it Seems most improbable that
a business firm would have over-paid a letter by 26¢ ian those days., Unused
copies of the 1y '57, the 24¢ and 90¢, were not worth very much fifty years
age and a black grid was very easy to imitate. There was a crease in the
letter sheet but fakeis cannot iron out such defects, and, of course, a stamp
placed over a crease has to have @ crease to look like & genuine use.

Herewith the three ¢overs from Spain. 4 am not much good on foreign
mail to this country. Consider your No, 1 - Boston 1/21 - 69 - The rate to
Spain at thet time by Byitish Mail wes -

22¢ (%) credit to G.B. l2¢

34¢ (g) ™ oW oy

You will note thet the U, S, kept 10¢ on both rates. No change by your No, 2 of
lay 1869 - Your No. § - Dec. 1870 - the rate was via England - 16¢ per 4 =

i credit to G.B. 1l2¢
28¢ per % oz. - credit to * 24¢
Again your No. 1 - It appears that the Spanish rate was paid only to England - This
letter was brought over by "in Amer Packet" with 10¢ Due - On this we did not owe
G.B. anything - hence no ace unting - Correct?

Your No. 2 of May 1869 - I A not understend this, however, I doubt if the "2" |
is the U, S. due from the addressee. In December 1870 the rate via Epnglend was -
16¢ per % oz (cre?it to G.B, 12¢)
28g " 4 oz ( ' " 24g)
Open mail 4¢
Perhaps you can figure the@o out .

1



ie.

Mr. M, C, Blake - April 5, 1952.

Re - your query about the U,S.-British rate of 1869 - The prepaid
rate was 12¢ per % o0z. - Jen., 1, 1869 to Dec. 31, 1869 inclusive. In-
sufficiently paid - or unpaid letters from G.B, to the U, 5, were subject
to a fine of 5¢ - such fines to be retained by the U,S, = On letters to
G.B., part paid or unpaid the British fine was 2 pence - same to be re-
tained by G.B,

My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,




el Apwil 8,1952
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April 10, 1952,

Mr. ., C, Blake,
11 Mason St.;

Brookline 46, Mass.
Dear Maurice:

Fe - the 1.10 credits. Doubtless you will recall that settlements
under the U.S, Ul (July 1, 1875) were in French money - that 1.10 or 2.20 meant
one franc 10 centimes or 2 francs 20 centimes, etc. In the "Bank Note
Section™ of the Knapp sale I think you will find various examples to differ-
ent countries. |

I have cerefully noted your remarks on the three covers from Spai;
and if I can discover anything new on the subject I will advise you.

I am wondering if I sent you a copy of my Service Issue on the sub-
Ject of the Depreciated Currency covers? If not I will send one to youe.

With Easter Greetings -

Cordially yours, .



M. G. Blake ‘
11 Mason Street April 21, 1952
Brackline %6, Mass.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentueky

Dear Stanley:

In reference to the last sentence
of my letter of April 14ith, it occurs to me
that the British red ink mss. 3 from London
7/1/73 might well indiecate 3d. PAID in cash
on stampless cover to Boston, rather than Br.
credit of 3¢. No currency abbreviation for
pence or for cents is shown.

Sincerely yours,"u .



U.S.POSTAGE

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

VIA AIR MAIL

33 N. Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas

Kentucky




- 11 Mason Street,
Brookline 46, Mass.
April 14, 1952.

.Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Many thanks for your letter of the 10th reminding me
of the Knapp Sale Bank Note covers with U.P.U. markings in terms
of French money after July 1, 1875, which I do hot think I had
noticed or understood.

, I was mislead by attempting to harmonize the Boston
red pencil 11lOon cover with 3¢ and 24¢ stamps of 8/16/75 via London
to India (Kelleher Sale 3/21/1952 Lot 71) with Lots 70, 72, eand 73
in that Sale, whichk were used in 1872-1874, as follows:

Lot 70 10¢, 12¢'70 -22¢ rate Boston credit mss.l8 U.S.kept 4i¢

1/22/73 .
Lot 72 two 10¢, 24¢'70-LL¢grate Boston " " 36 " " 8¢(2x4¢)
12/18/72 o ‘ s
Lot 73 24¢, two 30¢black-8.¢rate Boston™ " 72 " n . 12¢(3x4¢)
12/2/7. 3 (but Brit. 4x18¢)

. I should be very glad to have a copy of your Service
Issue on the Depreciated Currency covers, if you have an extra copy
to spare. You did send me part of your discussion of this subject to
read, which I returned. I believe it was in your reference to the
U.S.Mail & P.0.Assistant of June 1863, p.3 that it stated that the
U. S. NOTES premium ratings were computed on a silver basis.

I find I have three covers from Spain via London PAID
to Boston 3/4/69, ./15/69, and 5/5/69 each with 'mss. blue pencil 2
over handstamped(SL)U. S. NOTES, none showing any Brit. credit to
the U.S., so my guess that this 2¢ was for U.S.internal on covers
across the Atlantic by Brit. mail steamers seems logical, when 10¢
was charged on similar maii brought by American racket. My notion
that the blue pencil 3 IN U.S.NOTES on cover from Spain via London
PAID to Boston 12/22/70 was % of the Brit.-U.S. 6¢ rate seems less
probable, though the only other possibility would seem to be that
the 3 was depreciated 3¢ in NOTES for 2¢ coin as perhaps z of the
1870 4¢ open mail rate, but this would be a large % depreciation.
Furthermore, I have a stampless from London PAID 7/1/73 with mss.
red ink Brit. credit 3 to BOSTON/JUL/13/PAID(BPL 941)red.

Sincerely yours,

Meouniea_.



April 22, 1952.

Mr. M, C. Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

i was in the hospital for four days last week for a check=-up
due to trouble I had been having for the past month. The verdict was
gall stones and an operation was recmmmended., £ am on a strict diet
and belleve it will be beneficial. :

Your letter of the l4th received and I am enclosing herewith
copies #10 and 13 of my "Special Service". Do not return but please
keep them confidential.

Re - "Depreciated Currency" covers, I have a little booklet
which gives the daily price of gold on the New York "Gold Exchange" from
Jan. 1, 1862 until May 1866. In case you would desire any quotation -of
thet period I will be pleased to furnish it.

I note the last paragraph of your letter re - the covers from

_Spain. I found that I had a photograph of a stampless cover Irom Barcelona
to San Jose, Calif. The year date is not plain - but it may be §75" -
(Feb. 27) = This has a New York marking reading: .

NEW YORK
MAR
20
DUE 3
U +S . CURRENCY

1 am wondering if this don't mean that the rate was paid to the U.S.Frontier
and regular U. S. postage only was due (3¢)? Inasmuch as there was no foreign
settlement to be made Due 3 meant simply that.

With regards =

Cordially yours,



April 28, 1952.

Mp, M. G, Blake ,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.
Dear Maurice:
Re - your card of the 2lst - in reference to the cover
of 7/1 ~ 73. Perhaps if I eould have a look at 1% I night be
able to come up with something.
Re - Paige Sale 3/21 - Lot 261 = Did you wonder why "Due 4%"

Sincerely yours,



11 Mason Street
Brookline 46, lMass.

April 29, 1952
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

"33 North Fort Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley;

I have received your letter of the 22nd with the
complimentary sample copies of your Special Service Issues Nos,
10 and 13, which I have read with great interest. I thank you
ever so much for your kindness in sending them to me,

There would seem no doubt that the covers from
Spain were prepaid only to the U,S. frontier with internal here
due at destination. The NEW YORK=DUE 3=U.S.CURRENCY appears
are more practical or accurate form than blue pencil 2 or 3 over
SL U.S.NOTES used at Boston. Whether such small denominations
of NOTES were current in the 1870's I do not know, but I should
surmise that a few cents due would be paid in coins in any case.
I have never seen a Boston marklng containing "U.S.CURRENCY".

It is my recollection that I once found a New York
and a Boston U.,S.NOTES of the same date with slightly different
premiums for the same rate, but I do not have the record at hand.
At the momemt I find 24 - 52 both N.Y. and Boston on 12/24/64 @ 2163
also Portland 15 - 18 and Boston 24 - 29, both approximating 120,
on August 20, 1863, These may check with your N,Y., Gold Exchange,
which may have accorded with the silver ratio, quoted in your
Special Service No,1l0, page #59, par.3:

" Letter stamps are prepared with changeable figures, with which
all such letters for this delivery are rated, as soon as they ar-
rive by steamer; the premium on SILVER at that time being adopted
as a basis. "

I am sorry to hear that yvou have been suffering from
gall stones and I earnestlyhope'and prav that you will obtain speedy
relief and full recovery. With very best wishes and regards,

Sineerely vours,

MC’%



M. C. Blake Aprk 30,1952
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May 13, 1952,

ul‘. n. CQ L“lake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

‘Dear Maurice:

Regarding the covers contained in yours of the 30th, here are
'same comments: ;

(1) Stampless from London July 1, 1873 - The U. 8¢ British rate
at thst time was 6¢ or 3 penee. I think the "3" {s the single rate
paid at London, but it i s odd that the writer did not use stamps,

(2) From Paris - 77 Aug. 1876 to Massachusetts via Boston, & .

. U.PU, cover. The French applied "T" in triangle indicated a letter that

was "unpaid" or "insufficiently paid” under U,P,U. Regulations, You will
find this under Section "2" of Article 3 of the "Detailed Regulations®
of the Treaty - See 1875 P.M.G. Report, pare 163. In the case of this
- eover it was prepaid at 30 centimes, whereas it required two (2) rates or
 Fifty centimes - therefore, was insufficiently paid by 20 centimes, or a
fifth of a franc - the equivalent of 4¢ in U. S, money - Hence 4¢ was due
at destination in U, 8, Notes, As the U, S§<kept all deficient postage
and d#dn't have to make any foreien settlement in “specie," no specie pre-
mium was charted the addressee, hence 4¢. in U, &, Rotaa.

‘Regarding the f&gures in upper left - these are in accordance

‘with hho Treaty Regulations - The top figure is "1/2" om one-half franc -

“indicating what should have been paid - the lower figure is 0,30 or o [0 PO
centimes" the amount of postage that was paid.

I enclose a photograph of a cover from Sweden - 1883 - sent :
unpaid - two rates due. If you have occasion to diffbr with me on any ot
the above analysia, I will appreciate advice.
£ .~ Re - your covers from Spain. Do you not think that 1nasmuoh as

no roreign settlements had to be made by the U5, P.O.D, that under the
- law no specie prelﬁum could be legally charged adaresaoos?
 With every good wish -

Cordially yours,
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P. O, Box 371,
Ithaca, N,Y,

May 6, 1952

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook,
P, O, Box # 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

I enclose a cover having & strip of three
of the 1¢ 1851, which I would like to have you
"expertige" if you will be so good,

Whatever your charges are I shall be glad
to remit on receiving your statement of same.

. As I am expecting to use this cover in an
exhibit in about two weeks time, it would be
much appreciated if you could return it fadrly
promptly.

Very truly yours,

Qitdhn U

dbl/b



May 8, 1952.

Mr. D, Boardman Lee,
P, 0, Box 371,
Ithaca, N,Y.

Dear Mr. Lee:

Herawith the One Cent 1851 cover as per yours of the
6th. I have authenticated the cover on the reverse.

Please note that the posimark is not the name of a
Railroad but rather the R.R. stands for Rail Route. This letter
was mailed direct with the U, S, Mail Route Agent in charge of the
mail on a Rail Road Mail Route. Sometimes the P« 0. D. used the
name of the railroad to designate a mail Rail Route but not always.

The strip comes from Flate HEarly and the types ere as
listed on the back.

My fee is $2.50.

Sincerely yours,






D. BOARDMAN LEE

ATTORNEY AT LAW

ITHACA, N. Y,

>



Mr. D. Boardman lee,
Py 0. Box 371,
Ithaca, N.Y.
Dear Mr. lee:
Thanks very much for yours of the 9th with
enclosure,

Sincerely yours,



" a

Kay 13, 1952.

" 'Wr. D. Boardman les,

P, O, Box 371,
Ithaca, N,Y,

" Dear Mr. Lee:

I e today in roael.pt of the booklat, A
lixnory of the Railroads in Tompkins County” by Hardy
(ampbell lLes. This is indeed a most interesting

 article and 1 am delighted to add it to my library.
lky 1 thank you very moh. :

I nots that 1 m ‘wrong and hhat there wae a
railroqd by the nane of  "THE CAYUGA & BUSQUEHANNA R.R.,
whieh ran from Ithaea to Oswego - a distance of 33

_ miles. THe ¥ail Moute was No. 3365 in 1853 = 12 trips
. & week and the annual conpountion was 81,415.00. '

Sinoe:o}.y yours,



“e

Mr, C, W, Remels,

_Dparléhuokt

May 13, 1952.

14 Dast CarriAﬁf
Santa ara, Calif,

Re = yours of the 7th. Horace Poole sent me a few covers
recently but they came at a time when I was not feeling good and I do
not recall very much about them.. My mail has been s0 heavy in the
past aix months that I find it 1mpossible to remember detmils on many
items sent to me. I made a microfilm of one of the Poole covers but
the print was a failure. I am enclosing it herewith.

Chuck when it comes to railroad markings 1 am a mere novice
and my knowledge i8 close to zero. In this game it is simply impossible
%o cover all the various fields and to make a living ot the game time.

Recently an attorney of Ithaca, N.V. sent me a cover with a -
strip of three Une Gent 1851, ype IV - tied to a cover with the merking
"Cayuga & Susqh R.N." (33 }M). I noted that this merking was listed in
Chase book but a superficial search thru my "Travel Guides" failed to
give me any informetion, so I wrote him that in my opinion there was no
R.,R, by that name in 1853 and the marking was probably the name of @

Rail Route. Here was a case of some puess-work that I could have omitted.
He made no comment on my guess but sent me a very fine booklet entitled

"A History of the Railroads im Tompkins County" (New York) and in this
booklet 4 learned that there was such a reilroad. In fact, & complete
history regarding it. I am wondering if you have ever seen or heard of
this artiele? If not, write and obtain a copy. It was published by

The De Witt Historical Society of Tompkins Co., N.¥Y. - Ithaca, N.Y, 1947 -
Publication No, 4 - Author, Fardy Campbell Lee. If they cannot supply
a oopy 1 will be glad to loan mine to you. :

I note that you intend to go Zast next month and if you can make
Cineinnati I assure you I will be more than pleased to see you.

Sincerely yours,



D. BOARDMAN LEE
COUNSELLOR AT LAW
213 SAVINGS BANK BUILDING

ITHACA , N.Y.

March 5, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
A.P.S. 2497

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Further with regard to the Cayuga & Susquehanna cover,
about which I wrote you last May. I am enclosing it here-
with, with the thought that you may wish to correct your
statement on the back regarding the existence of the rail-
road.

I hesitate to bother you with it, and let me know if there
is a further charge. I enclose $.60 to cover registered
return postage.

Very truly yours,

DBL:w
Enc.



EigEa
(\/@9 2.9 )7

March 7, 1953,

Mr. U, posurdman lee,
213 Savings Bank Bldg.,
Ithaca s N-Yo

Desr mr, Lee:

Thenks very much for your kindness in returning
the 1¢ 1851 cover to me for correction. It is my opinion,
~that the K.KR. in the postmark meant "Rail Route" rather
than "Rail Road." In some cases, the mail route took the
same name a8 the railroad, in others, it did not. Possibly
the former was because the route originated and ended with
the same town names as the railroad.

I note thet the date of your cover is " :Z JUN" and
my guess is thet the year of use was 1852,

I recall the interesting booklet thet you sent me
on the railroad.

Sincerely yours,

(23-35)
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Fort Worth, Texas
May 16, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I have enclosed a cover which I believe is an excellent
job of forgery and shall appreciate it very much if you will give me the
benefit of your experience and knowledge.

What I plan to do is to make up a album page with a short
write-up explaining the forgery. Don't you think the idea sound? Could
you suggest a suitable write-up?

The more I look &t this cover the more I believe I would
like to mske up about eight album pages (one frame) on the three cent 1851,
As my retirement income is very limited I can't spend large sums of money
on stamps therefore have to think up simple and inexpensive ways to collect.
What would you suggest using to make up these pages, cancellations, postal
markings or what to make up a nice small collection?

I shall be grateful for any help you may give me.

Yours truly,

LB

Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret)
3836 Hill Top Road
Fort Worth 9, Texas



Mey 20, 1952,

Lt. 001- EdWﬁrd B. uurphy,
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Vorth 9, Texas.

Dear Colonel:

. Herewith the New Orleans cover as per yours of the 16th. Yes,
you are quite right, this half a 3¢ 1861 stemp is a feke - also the grid .
killer and the "Paid 6." This cover wes originally a stampless cover
sent unpsid, with 5¢ due, (1851-1855 - the single rate was 3¢ paid - but
5¢ unpeid), hence the "5" in the New Orleans postmark. New Orlesns
never used a grid anything like thie ‘ake nor sny such a "Paid 6". I am
sure you can make a write-up for an album page from the above data.

Your query re - some album pages of the 3¢ 1851 is rather a
large order, because specialization of this stamp covers such a large
fleld, I suggest that you show the yesr colors from 1851-1857, that is,
'the most typical color that was used for those seven Years that the imper-
‘forate stamp was in use - Inglude some plste varieties and cancelations
and anything nice in the way of covers. I belisve that L would wateh the
. Bastern auetion sales and anything yom see that you think would fit in
~well into the kind of colleetion you desire, then make abbdd that you think
will obtain it for you. I advise patience and not try to form such a
eollection in a short space of time. ' ‘

Sinceraly yours,
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EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 16th, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Here is a puzzle. This is one of those queer things
I picked up in New York for 107 and I don't understand it .

In the first place I never saw but one other penny
black used on any kind of a letter to the United States and
only one to Canada., As you know the penny black only paid
the postage from shore to ship fornthe British Inland postage
and nothing else.

This letter apparently was mailed in Albany. S1. or
"St", This is a British postmark. I could check the town I
suppose and then somehow or other see what happened by the
marks on the back. "Liverpool Ship Letter", "British Due"
marking that looks like an "8" and one unreadable. By the
postmark it cameto New York and has the New York postmark on
the face, I do not know where the blue "Pald" was applied
possibly in New York, It is too bad the corner is torn off
with the rating mark, for I would like to know how this was
rated. Then also the New Harmony post mark. wry 7

Except for the little piece in the upper right
corner I think this cover 1s all here, but it 1s a queer thing.
I do not want to sell it for it 1s so peculiar but Maybe Chuck
Meroni: could throw some light on it.

Sincer y;

EDC :mkl Ez;;/;{ Cole.

i i

ik




May 20, 1952,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
NyaCk. NCY'

Dear Ezra:
Herewith the cover to England, as per yours of the 16th,

Ag Sherlock Holmes would say: "My dear Watson, this cover is vexry
elementary" and I know you will agree after I see if 1 can dope it ocut,.

It originated st New Harmony, Indiana on Nov. 20, 1840 and was
addressed to London, Fngland - postage of °5¢ (torn upper corner) prepaid
to New York Nov. 30 1840 (U.S. prepayment required). lover 400 miles 25¢).
It went to Liverpool as a "Ship Letter" with 25¢ or a shilling due at
london. The crossed out manuseript rate at right center is "1/". From
london it was forwarded to Brighton with a One Pengy black in Jan, 1841 =
{(Note the Brighton P.M. on batk). ‘

- New Harmony was settled by a soeiety of Germans under George Happ
as early as 1814, ‘“hey called themselves "Harmonites" - under a system of
a community of property. The story of the town and the nuts who tried out
their social experiment is rather interesting. Look it up. Didn't I see
an article on the subjeet in the Roaders! Digest within the past year?

Re - Keffer sale - I had Harry send me the following lots - which
are the only ones that I have seen =

82, 83, 86, 88, 96, 210, 213, 216, 261, 273, 2175, 279, 280, 296,
328, 335, 337, 464, 472, 486, 488, 570, 576, 643 and 645,

I advised Henry Hill not to let the niee things in the 5¢ '56-'57
get away from him and he advised me thet he was having you bid for him. He
should buy /210, Of course, you know most of the covers in this sale as
they nearly all are from sales in the past.

1 did not see lots 277 - and 278 (for Gore) but Lot 279 is what I

call the 24¢ Cincg‘{gatg Violet because copias that I have scen were late

~uses at-Cincinnati in late 1863 and 1864, This particular cover (Keffer 279)
- was submitted to me by Bob Laurence in Fehruary 1943 so perhaps it came up at a
dater date in one bf his sales, I éalled it as a "Deep rich reddish violet" =
"Brooks had a similar coyer used from Cineinnati in 1864 with a 24¢ Violet in
almost the same identicel shade. The only trouble with the Keffer 279 ls that
the stamps are so heavily canceled. If you can obtain it at a price in line with
the heavy cancels ‘I think Gore should acquire it. ;

Finney sal¢., Thanks, I will clip the item in "8tanmps" (MacBride) and
put it in my catalogug.

I am feeling some better.

Regaris -/ oK Yours ete,,

r \



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

May 22nd, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. 0. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Yours of May 20th. You are perfectly
right my dear Mr. Holmes, I was trying to work
that cover out backwards, no wonder it did not
make sense, Now I have to read that letter and
see i1f it means anything at all.

I don't know whether Hill will bid on
Lot 210. He should. Ted is bidding on the 24¢

Sté.mps.

I note the covers you have seen, Is
there any that we should try to buy? We do not
have too much time so answer this promptly if you
feel well enough and think we should bid on them.

It is apt to be a spotty sale in that
some prices will be higher than blazes but others will
probably be cheap.

>

Sincerely,

e
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66 Alvarado Rosd,
Berkeley 5, “alif.

April 2%, 1952
Dear Henry,

I received your fine letter with its many interesting
photos, etce This is not a reply to it but Just enough to say how
sorry I am to hear of the illness of your Mother and to express the
hope that her recovery will be permanent and that she may be spared
to you for many, many more years. It is distreasing to learn of the
difficulty with your arm -- but you say that it is responding to treat-
ment, so aside from "cramping your style" for a while, it will have no
‘permanent effects.

I return the CAR'OL! TON cover with the WAY 2 together with

'the print that Mr. Ashbrook sent me last year showing a similar cover
' -= whichwas the one written up in CHRONICLE Issue No., 13, Your letter
expresses the thought that your cover 1s & feke, Perhaps it is, but

t fact that there is another exactly similar cover as shown in the
phfo inclines me to think that it 1s not a fake, The place of malling
18 CARROLITON, MISS -- not LA, as stated in the write-up in CHRONI CLE,
The write-up said LA becsuse it looked that way -- 1t belng a smell
blub of ink, quite faint, and as the letter was addressed to fmex
Puchannon, éurroll, it was only my guess that i1t was LA, This changes
the complexion of things because Carrollton, Miss. 1s not a steamboat
landing -~ not even on a waterway. The explanation offered as & pos-
8ibility in my CHRONICLE write-up obviously does not hold. All this
will be mentioned in the next issue, The Ashbrock cover bears an S«-2
from plate 6 or 7: Yours bears an 85 in a color that was current in
1858 ané 18%9 -- sort of a brownisl -- quite characteristic of plate 10
(early), used in 1857 and 1858. It 1s not from this plate, however.
The Ashbrook cover shows "Chg L))" and yours shows Chge 33. The
addresses are written similarly but I don't think they are in the same
handwriting. That the box numbers to which the postage is charged
(presumably) dirfer, indicates the senders were two different people,

The reason I don't think these are fakes is that a faker
who thought it would be & good idea to make a WAY 2 marking would be
inclined to plaee it on various covers; xkmmxha that is, from warious
teons. Also more of them would have come into the philatelic market,
Also, the faker does not ordinarily bother to place his faked mark on
& cover with a badly cut-in stamp, as is the Ashbrook cover.

Here we have two exactly similar covers, except one is 82
and the other 35, from an obscure small town in Mlssissippl. Would
the faker have sought out two covers from exactly the same town and of
almost exactly the same period to aprly his faked mark? Of course he
could, but is it 11k01y. Both markings of the tewnmark are faint
and yours shows much oily inking ( a preddish townmark). I don't know
the color of the townmark on the Ashbrook copye.

I feel that the WAY 2 was probably not put on at Carrellton -
as the ink shows no sign of being olly. Hovever, it mey have becen put on
at that point, using another hundstemp pad. To me, the thing looks
like another phllatelic mystery and perhaps a solutlion wil' come g
for it. I'm sending copy of this letter to Stanley, and it would help if
you would photograph your copy and send 1t to is g

}L(—-’ (gD DA




TRACY W.SIMPSON
66 ALVARADO ROAD
BERKELEY 5, CALIFORNIA

April 30, 1952
« Dear Stanley,

I think your analysis of the Thibadoux bilsect
1s very cleverly done. As you say the faker must have known
something about how to get the right effect. I suppose
the cover shows some evidence of a stamp having been over
the cover at left of the bilsect -- also why would one want
to use a bisect on a letter postmarked at Thibadoux?

The WAY over 2 cover written about to Henry
|[Meyer is the one noted as from you in Issue No. 13 of
our CHRONICLE -- and you will see the marking illustrated
in that i1ssue. This should call the case to mind.

The two photos are enclosed. 1d I tell you
that Arthur Wwardwell has found a cover bearing a blue
LOUISYILLE & CAIRO S.B. dated route agent marking -- encircled
of the usual size -- used in 18597 Henry Meyer has all
detalls -- or will when Wardwell sends him the cover. A
tracing of 1t will appear in next CHRONICLE. It beats sll
how much information comes to light.

' With best wiehkds, and kind regards also to Mrs.
Ashbrook (amanuensis),

Sincerely vours

“hwy
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May 18, 1952
Dear Stan and Tracy:

I believe I cen save time by writing you a joint letter with carbon
copy, since nearly everything I have to say concerns both of you.

Tracy: It is well that you sent a copy of your letter of April 25,
anylyzing our two WAY 2 covers, to Stan. It saves me a lot of explaining,
The whole thing is as much of a mystery as two covers which lMaurice Blake
sent me for study recently--but long before the 1851 period. I am here-
with returning your photograph of Stan's cover. I took me a copy of it
for my own use only; I will not have any occasgion to publish anything
about it, because it is not a steamboat Way mark. ZEnclosed are some prints
of covers I borrowed from our fellow-route agent Richard K, leyer, name
a coincidence only. I'll refer to them when I comment to Stan about them.

.Sten: On my WAY 2 cover, somebody has printed "FAKE" big and heavy.
Somebody gave it to me as a worthless fake several years ago, and I can't
begin to recall who it was. I had it with me in Cincinnati when Chuck
Remele and John E. Caypbell were there, but didn't think enough of it %o
bring it along over to Fort Thomas with me. Perhaps it 1s better than
I thought. I am enclosing it for you to study, and also a photograph of
it for your file. Thanks for the print of the IOU, & CIN, S.B. MAIL LINE
cover belonging to Dr. VWinter. Now we must look for more covers on which
the S.B. is or looks like S.S8. until we come to a conclusion.

Stan: After asking many times, Richard K, Meyer of Peoria finally
gsent me a lot of album pages with 3¢ 1851 and 1857 stamps on covers and
on pieces, but only a few were those I asked him for because I saw them
at Cenex, Instead of the steamboat covers, most of them were double postage
covers because of forwarding or overweight. IHe has a remmrkably interesting
lot of such o vers, showing postage paid every way possible and unpaid
every way possible. I am sending both of you some photographs of the more
interesting or noticeable covers, btut many more are just as significant.
Tracy, if you want to describe o r illustrate any of these, Richard should
be asked first; but it would really be worth while to ask him for the loan
of all his double-postage covers and do a really nice write-up of the whole
lot, for you will find just about every possible case covered.

Tracy: I now have all the photogrsphs printed to illustrate the write-
up of route agent marlkings which come in pairs of non-identical twins, but
I can't draw the arrows or do the write-up until school is out in June. If
vour plans for the next Chronicle have not already gone too far, suppose
you hold the matter up until I can do it up right for you. Vhen I do, I'll
gsend Stan a carbon copy and a set of prints when I send them to you, so that
he can add any comments before you let it go to press.

Yours sincerely,

v



April 25, 1952.

Mr. Henry A, Meyer,
516 Read St.,
% Evansville, Ind,
.
Dear Henry:

Here is a photo-print of a cover that was sent to me
by Dr. Roser who stated that it belonged to Dr. Winters.

I have a copy of a Latter that Tracy Simpson wrote you
this week but I regret that at the moment I cannot recall the
WAY 2 cover mentioned by-hin. If you will send me your cover
maybe I can lend some assistance.

Best wishes.

Cordially yours,



May 27, 1952,

Mr, Tracy W. Simpson,
66 Alvarado Road,
Berkeley 5, Calif,

Dear Tracy:

Yours of the P4th received with the photo print which I am
returning herewith, I am sure that I never saw this print before
end ouite sure that I did not make it. I have never used such a

‘ de of photo paper. In addition, I almost invariably make pencil

otations of the color of the markings and include the imitials of the
{55 o

Tracy I have carefully noted your remarks regarding the
possibility that these two ecovers might be genuine but here are ny
reasons for believing otherwise - (1) I know of no Way Fee of 2¢ that

would apply to a letter such as this. (2) In addition the marking has a
very "queer" look.

In the next Chronicle will you please meation that I did not
send this print to you, never saw this merking before it appeared in the
Chroniele, know of no such rate and Tinally that I fimly believe the
marking to be fraudulent,

1 am sending a copy of this letter to Henry.

With every éood wish -

Cordially yours,



From \{@nr\/ Mever July 9 Iélb’V'

Here is a carbon copy of your letter of May 27 to Tracy. I, too, firmly
believe the WAY 2 covers to be fakes. There is simply no basis on which they
could be genuine. Tracy goes overboard thinking up excuses for them; he does
not usvally do thate It is odd that he is so sold on thems Did you notice,
the ink of WAY 2 does not look at all like the ink of the 57 period; it looks
like modern stamp-pad ink when used with metal type, such as a newspaper slug.

Your letter of lMay 19. Thanks for the photograph of the Fleetwood cover.

Your letter of lMay 2l. Mostly about the "WAY 2," which has already been
sufficiently discussed. Thanks for letting me see the two pictures, one of the
3c 1851 fake bisect, and the other showing how you think it was done. Very cun-
ning. Am I supposed to keep them, or return them? In this same letter, you
return a bunch of photographs I sent, part of them the Richard K. Meyer covers,
and some others from various sources. Any time I send you pictures of covers,

Fan s if they will help your files any, keep them, unless I say to return them. I
BH 38 2 always make gome extra prints.



Yes Tracy, I noticed your remarks on the fake "Way 2" cover 2nd to
be quite candid I do not think it udvisable to try to advance theories to
account for fake markings. There is no evidence on which to base an assumption
that the marking might be genuine, hence I think it is bad to theorize that
there is even a remote possibility that it might be good. Such a discussion
merély confuse collectors, and lead nowhere. That is my cendid opinion, and I
trust that you will receive it in the good spirit in which it is given,

I think your current Issue of the Chronicle is exceedingly fine and I
wish to again congratulate you on the fine work you are doing, I think it is
ashame that such a valuable contribution to serious philately is supplied
practically free of cost to the collecting publice I know full well what it
costs in time and energy and in personal expense, to compile an Issue such as
this and it is not right or just, thet it be given away free to a large number
of peopde, many of whom will capitalize on it.

Mrs, A. joins me in best wishes to you our very valued friend.

Ag ever yours,
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TRACY W. SIMPSON
66 ALVARADO ROAD
BERKELEY 5, CALIFORNIA

May 24, 1952
Dear Stanley,

I am very sorry to hear that you have been laid up and
hope by now you are feeling be tter and that an operation may be found
unnecessary. As we get along we seem to become a prey to this and
that, and as my wife tells me "we live on borrowed time." My wife has
been quite ill for most of this year —— a sort of complication of
things, but so far I have been okay (knoek on wood)., By all means
take it easy, and I do hope that that diet gets rid gradually of what
ails you.

As to the photo of the WAY 2 cover, I send it herewith
and will appreciate its return in the enclosed stamped envelope when
you have inspected it. Yhe cover has been among my photo pile for
several years along with many others that "came from Stanley." Now I

may be mistaken, but if so I hope no harm is done., Many photos of yours
came from Jessup who at times had some duplicate photos, for as I recall

you had an arrangement with him for supplying him with photos, and I
also recall having "gone in with him" to get some extras for my files.

In looking over my photo pile for what might be interesting

for Chronicle readers I came across the photo and wrote it up as being
from you because it was very firmly in jaind thet you had sent the print
directly to me,

I don't feel as if I should cross off this WAY 2 instance
as a fake merely because there was "no such rate." For I have a number

of instances where things are not what they seem; the principal examples

being collecting from the addressee in the period when such co llection
was expressly prohibited. The fact that t hese two covers are from
such an obscure out-of-the-way place —=- and this marking has not shown
up elsewhere =- mokes it unlikely in my mind that a faker would have
taken two such obscure covers —- bath of 1857 or 1858 usage (they
appear that way) =- and applied hisWAY 2 fake handstamp on them and amé
none others so far as we know., Carrollton is about 17 miles from

the Yazoo River. It might have been a regular postofrice of deposit
of stage me. il from a river landing. The fee might have been let plus
let; that is, let to the sta:-,‘boa,t for out of mail, and one cent to
the carrier who brought it in.n The Gazetteer says Carrollton, Miss.,
is on "Big Sandy Creek." Might this even have been big enough for a
small boat that picked up mail of nearby plantations? No, you probably
don't agree with me == but I am not yet quite ready to scratch those

o merdy 24 & F IHeanbont p- LK

covers off, though when I bring the account down to date in next CHRONICLE

I will mention that there is of course always the possibility that the
covers are fakes.

I greatly appreciate your kindly comments and the data you
give on the other items Xas of Henry's. I am abstracting the last part
of this letter for Henry, but am not sending him the part about the
photo prints and you arrangement with Jessup, etc., With warm regards
and best wishes for your complete recovery —- and promptly, I remain

Sincerely yours



N\
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Key 20, 1952,

¥r. D, K, Grieve,
1886 &, 93ra S,
 Cleveland, 6, Ohio. _ ,

Dear Non:
Yours of the 15th received and I can assure you it was nice to hear from you.

Thenks very much for your kindness in the loan of the 3¢ 1861 cover which I
am returning hérewith. 7The letter enclosed is very interesting and the envelope and
letter meke quite a nice combination as well as one that is most unusual and, of
oourae, very rare.

This was a letter from a Confederate Prisoner of %War, confined at the Rock
Islsnd (I11.) Federal Prison and addressed to Louisville, Ky., which was never under
Ce8,A, control. What makes this item of special and very unusual interest is that it
was amuggled out of the Prison and mailed as a reguler letter from Rock Island - (on
Nov. 14, 1864)= which fact is mentioned in the letter. The man gave a very good ac-
count of the conditions prevailing within the prison - an uncensored F of W letter.
If I ever saw another one in this class, I do not recall it.

Don, I regret to report that I have been & bit under the weather since March.
I went to the hospital last month for a complete check-up and they found I had gall
stones, so I suppose I will have to take time out sometime next month for an Oporation._

1 don't seem to have occasion to get up to Cleveland in recent years but I
sure would like to get up there sometime and attend one of the meetings of the CGarfield-
P.rry and alsc to have a look at your collection.

Whenever you have a.nnhug that puzzles you a bit and you think I might have
some sort of sn enswer I will be more than p].noacd to have you send it to me.

With every good wish -

Cordially yours,
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May 23, 1952,

Mr, I"_{a co Blake'
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

I find that I made a memorandum on your cover from VILLAFRAICHE -
9/11 - 1878 - with the 35 ¢. French stamp but failed to include it in my -
letter., Yes, I figured that it must have been a oquad rate, with 100 c.
due, 35 ¢. paid and 65 c. due.

Regarding the three covers you enelosed and which I return herewith.
No. 1 - Bogton = July 12 - 1814 - Inasmuch as no rate of 15¢ would apply '
(of which I am aware) as of July 1814, the only explanation that I can offer
is that the writer made an error in the year date. My guess is that the
letter was actually written in July 1815 - not 1814,

No. 2 = 1 have no record of this encircled "15," used at Boston,
but I think it is possible that the Boston office might have had such a
rating stamp. If we were certain that this was not applied at Boston then
we could theorize that the Boston office failed to cancel the stamp and when
it reached Marshfield, Mass., that office used one of their rating stamps to
cancel the stamp. '

No. 3 - Boston 1889 - Rate was a single = of 25 centimes = 10 centimes
paid - 15 centimes due (15'. This was 3¢ U.S.; but why the British "34" - ?
Why waen't 1} pence due? Boston was an exchange office so I judge that the
encircled "T" and the "15" were applied there. Do you agree?

. With best wishes,

Cordially yours,



M. C. Blake k“*fz.n 9.5 -

11 Mason Street, Brookline 46, Mass.
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May 29, 1952.

Mr, M, C, Blake,
11 Mason St,.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

- Dear Maurice:
I am in recaipt or your letter of the 27th.

I helieve that we have the proper solution of your 1814 letter
with the 15¢ (manuseript) rate. The War Rate was as per Act of Congress
Dee. 23, 1814 (Sec. 2) and was to become effective as of Feb, 1, 1815,
so I can hardly imegine that any postal clerk had an idea that 1t was 13
-ottont prior to the passage by Congress.

' Rasarding the cover from Boston to England in 1889, The wording
ar tho original U.P.U, Treaty specified that double postage be collected
on unpaid letters, but on part paid mail, that only the deficient sum be
eollected, That was the 1875 Treaty. I really do not know if any change
wae made by 1889 but I will investigate. I am wondering if a revision was
made whersby double postage was collected on insufficient paymonts.

Re - the encircled 15« I have a record of two differant types of
thAn rating stamp that weré used at New Orleans. I think the type you
have surely must have been a stock type that was manufactured by a stamp
concern and supplied to postmasters thruout the country, I have a record
of one type used in 1863 and the other, slightly differént, used in 1866 at
New Orleans. I believe that San TFrancisco also used a type which wes 5
veyry similar,

~ Thanks for your sketeh, I will place it in my New Orleans files

Sineerely yours,
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May 26, 1952,

Dr, W. Seott Polland,
. Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif.

Dear Doctor:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of tho 21st with the two
photo~prints. § .

Regarding the marking "PURSER."” I regret to state that I have no
definite information whatsoever. I have seen this marking on mail thst
originated in Salvador - also a folded letter that originated at Lomdon
(1869). My guess is that it was a stemper used abosrd a ship, or ships, and
by any Purser who was serving. Further, that it represented mail that wes
handed direct to a Purser for transmission to San rrancisco., In the case of
your cover I believe the "Due 7" and the target (killer) w-re both applied at
S.F. but that the "Purser" was applied aboard a steamship running between

S.F. and Panama,

1 suppose covers with "Purser" are scarece but the reagon may be
that all the various pursers may not have applied such a mnrking to letters
that were mailed direct with them. Jlie see rore of the S.F, "Due 7" marking
than we do of "Purser." Perhaps it is better known on covers without any stamps.
I seem to recall that several years ago the Mower firm in 8,F. had a big lot
of stampless covers from a certain correspondence and in the lot were quite a
number with this "Purser'" marking. The correspondsnce was the "CHRISTIANSEN,"
Several such covers were in a Fox sale of May 1, 1948. I never made much
effort to keep track of them.

This reminds me - note Knapp First Sale ~ the deseription of Lot 1987.
I may have made such a guess but if I did I sure was wrong. Perhaps I had the
idea that "Acapulco" was the name of = steamship. Do you figure thare would
be much difference between Lot 1987 and your cover?

On your other cover, I am a total bust. My knowledge of Wesiern kx-
press covers is zero. I am Very SOrIy. Ll

If yoﬁ do not mind I would like to keep both photo-prints.
With best wishes -

- Cordially yours,



FaRToF
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FAKE COVER— 30 ¢ 860 ADDED ~AND N.O.Pestmalc Painled
Lettev Inside Daked N.©. Jan 26 1861 - \n Lewer LepE 1S
"ok NE.W." (s Nicholas Waf*crhousc) Ratke Was A Single o
{5¢ By The ‘Amer. Pkh." Havre Line — U.5.Share lid —~ Fvench
34 . By Dr O.Bachevr~ OF LoNDoAN - pale e e







May 26, 1952.

Dr, 0, Bacher,
Viestmingter Stamp Co, Ltd.,
Regency Housa, :
l-4 Tarwick O5t.,
London, W.1l, England.

Dear Doctor Bacher:

Herewith the fake cover received this date via the B,l.A,
From your previous description, I surmised this was by the Havre Line
{Amer. Pkt) direct to Havre, hence the French share was but the 3¢
per g ounce as per the New York credit., I doubt if this is & bit of
Zareski's work as he is not in the habit of turning out such poor
work, and it is well to bear this fact in mind, just because a New
Orleans postmark.on & faked cover appears to have been handstamped is
no reason to suppéise it is genuine, That fellow Zareski has extremely
elever imitations rade - It is easier to handstamp than to paint,

One of our most prominent U. 5. collectors is & bit peeved ut me
at present because 1 informed him one of his prized covers is a féke,
It has a 5¢ 1857 Brick Red tied by an imitation New Orleans postmark end
my friend believes it is genuine and blames me for "trying" to destroy
the value of his cover,

Do you intend to inform Sir Nicholas that this cover is bad? I
think 1t is a very crude and amateur job - Take a glass and have & look.
1 don't need to point out the various obvious faults to you - You have
far too good an eye for that,

I signed it on the back and if Harmer or you do not care for my
note you can use an erasure, :

1 would like to have this cover for my fake collection - if it
cen be sold,

With regards.

Cordially yours,



OTTO M. A. BACHER, D.PH. CSUECTors LB, NEW vORK

MANAGING DIRECTOR

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CO., LTD.

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. POSTAGE STAMPS

REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, LONDON, W.1.

TELEPHONE: GERRARD 4900

Stanley B, Ashbrook,Esq., May 15,1952,
J. Yy
Fort Thomas,

Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I am sending you tomorrow via BPA a cover on which I would very
much like your opinion. T don't think that in the many years I have had the
pleasure of being in correspondence with you I troubled you too frequently with
a request like this and I therefore hope that you wili&?ind enough to give me
the benefit of your opinion,

The ocover was lot 548 in the H,R.Harmer sale of May 13th.It
atbracted me because it is postmarked New Orleans January 26,1861, the day of
the secession. So I bought it, Afterwards I got my doubts as the red New York
Paid postmerk gives only & credit of "3" to France. With a 45 o rate (triple),but
the letter weighing only between 1/4 and 1/2 of an ounce, that low credit does
not make sense to me. The cover bears in the left cormer a "CK NW" in black pencil,
a marking epplied, I suppose, in the very olden days. I don't think our friend
is still okaying covers, since his experience with 30 c¢'s 1869 covers efo. some
years back,

My good friend Cyril Harmer gave me, of course, extension of
time on the item and suggested - I tell you this in confidence - the Philatelic
Foundation for the examination. My reply was that.I would rather have your' opinion
on the item, adding some of the well-deserved flatteries for you which I must not
repeat. He readily fell in with my suggestion and that is that,

Very many thanks in anticipation.

Best wishes

and kind regards
cordially yours

Enol, 52 ¢ in stamps for AIR return M%ﬁllz(\

of eover VIA BPA, Thank you,
PS, Hoping against hope: should you
find the cover "OK",would you be kind
enough to mark it in your usual manne
The rare case of you and NW being to-
gether on such a cover would thus

have happened. t&(%




&

i g
5

.
L

May 20. 1952,

Dy. 0. Bacher,
Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd.,
Regency House,
1-4 Warwick St.,
London, W.l. England.

Dear Doctor Bacher:

I have yours of the 15th and note that you are forwarding me through
the B,P.A. cover for my examination and opinion. I note that it was lot 548
in a sale by H, R, Harmer, hold in London on May 13th., I regret to state
thet I do not receive their London catalogues, S0 )‘ave no advice as to what
stamps are on the cover or its destination, but if it shows a rate of 45¢
to France and the red New York postmark shows only a credit of 3¢, then it
is practically certain that the original rate was only 15¢ - And further, it
should show direct carriage to France, (to Havre) by "Amer Pkt." If it is
bad I will sign it on theback in pencil as a fake and if Mr, Harmer or you
desire to erase my notation, you e¢sn do so. To be perfectly frank, and I
assure you, in all modesty, that if this cover was sent to the Expert Committee
they wouldn't know whether it was good or bad. However, if bad and it looked

: good, they would, in my opinjon, authenticate it as genuine.

T_here is no doubt in my mind that a lot of gyp dealers submit items
to the P.,F, that they know darn well are bad, hoping the Committee will
pass them as good, so they can defraud some innocent buyer.

I will advise you the day of receipt of the cover and recturn it with-

‘*%i'out delay, and assure you that I am always please& to render you a favor,

My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,



THE WESTMINSTER STAMP Co. LTD. o o

MANAGING DIRECTOR: O. BACHER, D.PHIL. EIGCADIE L ¥ SO
LONDON, W.1,

MEMBER BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN, PHILATELIC TRADERS' SOCIETY, LONDON, TELEPHONE !
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK. GERRARD

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. POSTAGE STAMPS. HI00
REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS,
LONDON, W.1.
Stanley B. Ashbrook,Esqg., June 13,52

Fort Thomas,Ky.

Dear lMr. Ashbrook, :
I write to thank you very mueh for your work
on the phoney cover, received yesterday via BPA and returned

to Harmer's today, and your letters of May 26 and 27.

I do not know the owner, and Harmer did,of
course, not tell me, who he is. Anyhow, Harmer will return the
cover to him and he will then see your remarks on the reverse,

I have a strong suspicion that it comes direct from NW, though
he assured me last night over the phone, when we discusseé& a
different matter, that he "Hadn't sold a singlé US stamp for
years now"., My suspicion is based on a remark of Harmer's and
on certain material in the same sale where the cover was offersi,
NW invited me to come to his country place in about 10 days, I
am looking forward to the call and will then try to find out
more and possibly discuss the matter. Please treat all this in
striet confidence. I shall write you again after my visit.
Very many thanks sgain and kindest regards
cordially yours

0.Bubr—

PS. Refering to an earlier letter of yours:

‘ I like Bob Siegel, He has a fine knowledge
and says that he sends any doubtful cover to you for your
opinion. This is the best testimonial of honesty a man
can procure. 1 know of too many who like to bypass you for

obvious reasons. (;E
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June 16, 1952.

Dy. O. Bacher,
Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd.,
London, W,1. England,

Dear Doctor:
Your air letter of the 13th reached me today = rather good time.

I think most everybody likes Bob Siegel but if he ever sent anything
to me for my opinion, I do not recall it. Maybe I have a bad memory. Yes,
you are auite right, there are a lot of dealers who want no part of me. Kor ex~-
ample George Sloane is very bitter because 1 found that he had okayed as genuine
a Sperati copy of the 5¢ New York. In the May 17th issue of "STAMPS" - page
227 - (look it up) = Gene Costales advertised a l¢ 1851 Tvpe I - as a "SUPERB"
conve I wrote him it was a badly damaged copy that had been cleverly repaired.
In reply he advised me that he had examined it very carefully and could find
nothing wrong. I doubt if he wantéd to. Now he is sore and removed my name
from his list. People who eut corners don't like to have people notice the cuts,
0f course, there are a lot of gyp-artists in New York who would like to cut my
throat

There is scarcely a day goes by without me finding one fake cover.
Collections must surely be full of them, And it seems to be the fad to pass
them on and let some innoeent buyer stard the loss. I suppose few are dd-
stroyed.

; 0f course, I will not mention the possibility thst N.W. might have
owned that cover you bought in a Harmer, Rooke sale. His okay on it might
not mean that he ever owned it. Still it might.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



LONDON, W.74

No 9193
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| - THE WESTMINST;YR STAMP CO: LTD.,
77 REGENCY Y.QUSE, 154, WARWICK STREET,

LONDON, W.'l.i (off Rogent Street)

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP €O, LTD.,
REGENCY HOUSE, 144, WARWICK STRﬁET S
LONDON, W.1. (o Regont Street)




BANKERS :

THE WESTMINSTER STAMP CoO., LTD.

PICCADILLY CIRCUS,
MANAGING DIREcTOR: O. BACHER, D.PHIL. v

MEMBER BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN, PHILATELIC TRADERS' SOCIETY, LONDON. TELEPHONE !
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, COLLECTORS CLUB, NEW YORK. GERRARD

THE SPECIALISTS IN U.S.A. POSTAGE STAMPS. 4900
REGENCY HOUSE, 1-4, WARWICK STREET, PICCADILLY CIRCUS,

LONDON, W.1.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, June 27,1952

Just a short reply to your kind letters of
June 16 and 22.

Spent a very pleasant afternoon with Sir N, at
his beautiful country home. He still has a most wonderful
collection of US!

The cover in question had -been put up by him at
Harmer's. He thought it was genuine! In the meantime he
got it back with your comments on the back. He was quite
satisfied and bowed to youm authority. That I had been the
temporary buyer he does not know and I have no reason to
tell him. I was not asked and so I did not say.anything
‘in that respect.

That the Bilden cover is genuine after all is
indeed a surprise, The item was in bad company at the
time and I d4id not like it. You may note that I am
sometimes a little too careful. That 1 return something
I bought to the auctioneer happens extremely seldom. If
I would do that often, people would say I know little
about "my" US. The drawback of that poliecy of upholding
~one's reputation is that, as in the Bilden case, 1
oceasionally fail to pick up a desirable good item.

As to Bilden himself I have had no contact with
him for about a year. I do not seem to have the right
material for him at the right priecs. But his agent here
does not seem to buy for him either.

We have a sweltering heat here and I am just
off to Wimbledon to watch the tennis.

We are due to start for the Continent on July 16.
I hope to find some better US there. But we don't go to
France - so the chances of picking up some of the works
of art by the back-room boys in Paris etegyare slender.

With best wishes

cordially yom®es
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Roex 505,
Houlton, Maine.,
May 19, 1952.

Dear lir. Ashbrook:
Inclosed you will please find a 1851 one cent stamp and also a

letter that I ﬁpceived from Willis F. Chene¥ of New York City.

I believe!lis the type III as does Mr. Cheney. I was looking at
some of my staﬁps one might last week and was using a powerful glass
when I noticed that this stamp had broken linesat the top and bottom.

I do not know what lir. Cheney means by "His charge is nominal" but
if your charge is not too much I sure would like to have your opinion
on this stamp as to what it is and what value it is on todays market.

If it really should be something good I suppose that I shall fee
that I should sell it. Then I could buy some of the stamps that Mr. Ch
mentions in that last of his letter. I have an offer of this collection
but I could not handle it at all so I thought that I would ask him if
he would want to buy it.

rAoping that you find that this is a real good stamp I remain,

Very truly yours,
E.V.McIntosh. :

ey
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May 22, 1952.

My, E, W, ﬁoIntoah.
Box 505,
Houlton, Maine.
Dear Y¥r. MeIntosh:

I am in receipt of yours of the 19th enclosing tho‘Dno Cent
1851, My fee for an examination of the stamp would be $2.50 plus re-
tmk postege of 33¢ or $2.83. I will hél;d' the stamp pending your
reply. . ‘ ‘

May I -im\;utro if you have sver é'ooj w'coﬁers fhat passed
jbotum Houlton and Woodstock at a local rate of 2¢ when the rate to
other parts of N.B. and Canada was 6¢ - say baok“ in the seventies or
sixties?

Sincerely yours,

Pe8.==1 note lir, Ohdncy advises the use of Ivory Soap to clean a stamp
such as yours. In my opinion no 80ap or cleaning preparation should

~be used on this stamp or any other early U, 8. stamp.



ad

Box 505,
Houlton, lMaine.
May 24, 1952.

Dear lir. Ashbrook:

Received your letter this morning. Inclosed you will find
a check for $#2.83, the amount mentioned in your letter.

You mentioned letters with the 2 cent rate going to Woodstoek
N.B. Did this rate work both ways? I have never taken any notice
to covers in the 60's or 70's as they are too "new". I have quite
a few of the o0ld Canadian and American stampless covers that passed
each way over the boarder tho.

If you are interested in covers such as you mention I will
try to locate some for you. I could start checking around Houlton
and I have some collector friends over the boarder that might be
able to locate some of the early covers. In the past two years
I have passed up probably about 20,000 covers because they were
too "new" for my collection. liost of them had early local post-
marks both U.S. and Canada. I have been sorry since tho.

If there is anything in local or liaine mazks that I could
help you with I would only be to glad to do so.

Yours trjl; M‘_‘J‘

E W McIntosh.



-~y

May 27, 1952.

Mr. E, W, Melntosh,
Box 505,
Houlton, Maine.

Dear Mpr, MeIntosh:

Yours of the ?4th received, enclosing check for $2.83 for
which please accept my thanks.

Herewith I am returning your One Cent 1851. This stemp is
a Type IIIA and comes from Plate 4 - S,U.S. No. 8A. The "top line"
is nicely broken but the bottom line is not what we call broken,
For a stamp to classify as Type III - both top anﬁj&ottoﬂ lines must
have a distinct break rather than a faint blurr for & line,

I am enelosing a photo print of a cover used in-April 1870
from Houlton to Woodstock. This 2¢ rate was what was known as a
"Line Rate" and dated back as sarly as 1851 or 1852, It applied to
certain border towns and was in force when the regular U,5,-Canadian
rete was 6¢, and in the early period of the fifties when it was 104,

If you ean locate any such covers fo¥me I will be glad to
purchase them.

Sincerely yours,



R. A, SHAFER, M. D.
25 W, WATER ST.
WINCHESTER VIRGINIA

May 29, 1952

Mr. Stanley Ashbrogk
53 N. Ft. Thmlaﬂ Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I believe you are right on those covers, no commment. I am : .
curious to know how the one happened to be with the good covers
at the old ladies home.

I am enclosing a Confederate which apparently in genuine. The
name on the letters inside does not correspond with the address,
but were in cover when I found it.

I am enclosing a doubtful bisect.

Yours trUI%:/;§;7

.D.




June 4, 1952,

Dr. R, A, Shafer,
. 25 ﬁ.'Boséawon Bt.,

Winchester, vh.
' Dear Doctorf

Herswith the two covers as per yours of the 29th,

In mj opinion the Confederate cover is perfectly genuine
in every respect but I wonder if the prebént enclosures belong in
this onvéiope?' However, I suppose that 1t makes very little
diffsrenco.

In my opinion the cover with the 2¢ 1869 and the diagonal
hﬁlt of a-2¢ 1863 1s,n6t genuine.

Roéarding a microepope for the examination of stamps and
COVErS. Ivuse aB&lL bihocular'low poWbi. OUne with high power is
not advisable in my opinion as too huch magnification serves no iood
purpose. I think myv instrument cost about $225.00 in 1946,

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,
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DON H.SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

May 30, 1952

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

My dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing a cover that
has some features that I do not understand. I have
indicated most of these features en a work-sheet
which 1is enclosed with the cover. Just make any
notations you care to on the work-sheet.

I would like to know the amount of postage
which this cover required. Why Jjust 5¢ postage on .
the cover? Does the "96" indicate the amount in
cents, or francs, and how was it split up? A assume
that the 5¢ stamp paid the rate from New Orleans to
New York only, as mentloned in your Speclal Service.

How about your Special Service for next year?
I think the first year is over. Sent me a bill for
for the coming year.

Lela joins me 1n sending best wishes to both
you and the Mrs.

Cordially,




DON H. SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

May 30, 1952

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

My dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing a cover that
has some features that I do not understand. I have
indicated most of these features en a work-sheet
which is enclosed with the cover. Just make any
notations you care to on the work-sheet.

I would like to know the amount of postage
which this cover required. Why just 5¢ postage on .
the cover? Does the "96" indicate the amount in
cents, or francs, and how was it split up? A assume
that the 5¢ stamp paid the rate from New Orleans to
New York only, as mentloned in your Special Service.

How about your Special Service for next year?
I think the first year is over. Sent me a bill for
for the coming year.

.. Lela joins me 1n sending best wishes to both

you and the Mrs.

Cordially,







Doherty, Clifford ¢ Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING
350 FIFTH AVENUE e Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

June the thirteenth
19 582

Dear Stan:

This is a puzzle. The envelope loocks Confed. The Towm
mark was used in 1860 and afterwards in the Confederacy. The "DROP
1 ct." is the proper Mobile drop stamper during the 1851-1857 period.
The drop rates were, as I remember -

(1) Prior to 1851 - 2¢.
(2) 1851-1861 - 1¢.
(3) In the Confederacy — 2¢.

I have no record of this "DROP 1 ct." stemper used in the
CSA . Mobile usually used a big black "2" on the drop letters I have
seen.

Now if this is a Confed then the May 26 date must be after
1861. The CSA rate of 2¢ drop went in on June 1, 1861l. It could not
be 1861 for another reason —all Mobile town marks of 1861 are year
dated. Therefore if it is a drop letter used CSA, it is 1862-63 or 64,
and the double strike of the drop 1l¢ stamper might mean simply the
total of 2¢ or the proper drop rate. This assumes the post office used
the old stamper for some reason or other. All this ignores the mss.
"Clipper®" for a moment.

Now if it is pre-Confed. use - 1857-60 — the stampers cannot
mean "drop" because the rate was 1¢ and not 2¢ (unless the second strike
is just a "bobble" which would be too obvious a solution). If it is
not a "drop" the 2¢ due could be a private ship rate giving life to
"Clipper" except for the fact that the rate should have been 6¢ to port
of entry. Also it should have been marked "ship" and not "Drop".

Do you think "clipper" means a ship term. Wasn't "Clipper"
a Hew England term for their particular sailing ships? If it is a
private ship letter of the Confederate period arriving at Mobile, it is
possible that it was dropped in the post office by the ship's captain
as a drop letter and therefore paragraph 2 above would cover. On the
other hand, it cannot be a blockade letter or it would be marked "Due 12"
according to CSA rates. Enough of the cover is missing to have borne
a 3¢ 1857 or a Confederate 10¢ stamp in 1862-63 or 64. In that case it
could be a private ship or blockade cover provided the 2 WDROP 1¢" stampers
equal 2¢ and the "drop" part of the stamper meant nothing.

(over please)
TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445



-
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Are there any clues in the above that are close to the solution
you have in mind for I am sure you have the solution?

I don't know anything about the Worthington Code but $40. seems
a lot for it even in those days.

Best regards,

vy

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky



[
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June 20, 1952.

Mr, TS5 P Shenfiold,
350 Fifth Ave.,
New York 1, N,Y,

Dear lLarry:

Yours of the 13th received with return of the Mobile "Drop 1C%f" cover.
Thanks very much for your comments, I regret to state that I have no solution
for this cover and about all I can do is to indulge in a bit of guess-work. So
here goes.

Yes, I agree that the envelope looks Confed but I am wondering if the
use could have been after the war, rather than during the war. The postmark is
May 26 and I em wondering if this couldn't have been May 26, 1865%

» Larry, I am not very strong Tor the suggestion that the two strikes in-
dicated a 2¢ rate, I do not recall a single case of such a rating and had it

been intended I think it would have been marked in pen = Due 2¢. I don't think the
use was May 26, 1861 because envelopes were not scarce as of that early date.

Re = this double circle postmark., To my knowledge this e did not come
into use until 1860 - How early Mobile put the type in use, I do not know, but I
have seen its use on the 1¢ 1857 and on the 3¢ 1857 which would mean before June 1,
1861 - I have little doubt that I have seen plenty of 1¢ covers used with it in
1860, but I do not recall seeing any 1B60 or 1861 strikes without a year date.
;4

1 haven't the slightest idea as to the significance of the word "CLIPPER"
and I cannot see what relation such a word had with the rate. Yes, "Clipper" was
a term applied %o the fast sailing vaapola that were extensively used in the New
Bnglamd aroiind the Horn traffice in the pre - 1850 era. By the sixties, steam
vessels had taken over to a very large extent.

None of the theories involvirng a use prior to the end of the war in 1865,
but I can see where & use in May 1865 or even in May 1866 would fit. Cities which
had no free delivery system were charged l1¢ for Drop letters, and, of course,
Mobile did not have free delivery in 1865,

I will weleome your comment on the above.
With every good wish =

Cordially yours,

Scem—lzﬂ



Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING
350 FIFTH AVENUE ¢ Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

June 27, 1952

Dear Stan:

Thenks for the dope on Gene Wulfekuhler.
It confirms what I heard, much to the disappointment
of the auctioneers who thought they could do better
with the property.

I note your last paragraph - gosh it doesn't
seem like Gene who has always been very appreciative
when he stopped at our house for a meal but I think
the boy is a little frantic at having to give up his
collection.

Will reply to the drop letter problem after
thinking about it. Hot as hell herg. Take care of
yourself.

Best regards,

Mr. Stanley B. Aghbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445
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Sept. 11, 1952.

Dro Dav1d;!.o sellarﬂ,
210 Van Antwerp Bldg.,
Mobile, Ala.

Dear Dave:

Here is a cover that does not belong to me but is the property
of Lugene Wulfekuhler, Jr. of Daytona Beach, so plesse take good care of it.
1 am sending it to you hoping thst perhaps you can help us out in establish-
ing whether or not it has any Confederate connection. I do not believe that
1% has but several of the Confed specialists ssem to believe it has. Can
you send someone to the Mobile Librery and see if & "Wolff & Co." was in
business in Mobile in 1862 - 1863 - 18647 If thic use was 1861 or 1865 then
of course this wouldn't be a Confed. This looks like a homemade envelope 8o
my guess was thet the use might have been 1865 or 1866, I am wondering if
a Mobile directory of any year lists a "J, G, Stewart." ;

My best regards.

Cordially yours,
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MOBILE CITY DIRECTORY 1861

(There was not another directory nnﬂl 1865).
Wolff and Co. Wines, liquors, ete. 22 N. Commerce 5t.
Wolff, S. Dr. of above fu-n.'Raa. 94 8t, Joseph St,
' Wolff, F. Fimm of K. Cohen & Co. 117 Dsuphin St.
Stewart, John, Engineer steamboat James Battle.
Stewart, James G. Capt. Clerk steamboat LeComte.
Stewart, John at Turner and Stackhem.
DIRECTORY OF 1865
Wolff, S. fim of J. Lichentag and Oo.l Res. cor. St, Francis at Hamilton.
Wolff and Co. wines, liquors 32 N. Commerce St,
Wolff, Dr. S. wines, Res. E. St. Joseph and N. Congress St. 2
Wolff, F. Commission merchant 22 H, Commerce 5t., Res. 5. Dauphin at Ann.
1866 and 1867 same as above.
Stewart, John Capt. 5 Cuarteres ster Building.
Stewart, James fimm O'Donnell and Stewart 28 Government 5t.
Stewart and Co. Cotton merchents 33 S5t. Michael St.
Stewart, Jas. G. above fimm. Res. Conti and St. Emanuel.

Directory of 1866 and 1867 seme as above.



MOBILE CITY DIRECTORY 1861

(There was not another directory until 1865).

Wolff anq Co., Wines, liquors, etc. 22 N, Commerce St.
Wolff, é. Dr. of above firm. Res. 94 St. Joseph St.
Wolff, ﬁ. Firm of M. Cohen & Co. 117 Dauphin St.
Stewart, John, Engineer steamboat James Battle.
Stewart, James G. Capt. Clerk steamboat LeComte.
Stewart, John at Turner and Stackham,.

DIRECTORY OF 1865

Wolff, S. firm of J. Lichentag and Co. Res, cor. St. Francis at Hamilton.
Wolff and Co. wines, liquors 32 N. Commerce St,

Wolff, Dr. S. wines. Res. E. St. Joseph and N. Congress St.

Wolff, F. Commission merchant 22 N. Commerce St. Res. S. Dauphin at Ann.
1866 and 1867 same as above.

Stewart, John Capt. 5 Quarterme ster Buildinge

Stewart, James fimm O'Donnell and Stewart 28 Government St.

Stewart and Co. Cotton merchants 33 St. Michael St.

Stewart, Jas., G. above firm. Res. Conti and St. Emanuel.

Directory of 1866 and 1867 same as above.



MOBILE CITY DIRECTORY 1861

(There was not another diredtory until 3X&&fixy}x 1865§.

Wolff and Co. Wines, liguors, etc. 22 N. Commerce St.
Wolff, S. Dr. of above firm. fes. 9/ St.Joseph St.

Wolff, F. Firm of M. Cohen & Co. 117 Dauphin St.

Stewart, John, Engineer steamboat James Battle.
Stewart, James G. Capt. Clerk steamboat LeComte
SEEBEEX
Stewart, John at Turner and Stackham.

DIRECTORY OF 1865

///;;Iff, S. firm of J Lichentag and Co. Res. cor. St.Francis at Hamiltonm
,/ Wolff and Co.wines, liquors 32 N. Commerce St

Wolff, Dr. S. wines. Res. E. St. Joseph and N. Congress St

Wolff, F. Commission merchant 22 N, Commerce St.Res.S.Dauphin at Ann.

1866 and 1867 same ag above.

\db(g\( Stewart, John Capt. 5 Quartermaster Builiing.

3 Stewart, James firm 0'Donnell and Stewart 28 Government St.
Stewart and Co. Cotton merchants 33 St,Michael St.
Stewart, Jas. G. above firm. Res. Conti and St. Emanuel.

Directory of 1866 and 1867 same as above.









JOHN H. HALL
115 Broadway
New Yorlﬁ Gi&y 6

May 29, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Box 31

Fort Thomas, Kentucky
Dear Stan:

T enclose herewith a very fine 3¢ 1861 -
tied on cover by framed "PAID," with red Boston, Mass.,
December 6th. It does not seem to have the bluish cast
that I look for in a true "PINK" (or Pigeon Blood) and
I would greatly appreciate your opinion.

I hope you have been well since we had
that pleasant visit in Toronto last fall.

With kind regards,

Always,
Sincerely yours,

JHH:de : %

enclosure

REGISTERED MAIL



“ RETUR? 2ZCEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

Box 31

Yort Thomas, ¥Yentucky
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Junes 4, 1952,

Mr. John H.n Hall'
115 Broadway
New York g, N.Y,

Deay John:

Herewith the 3¢ 1861 cover as per yours of the 29th, I do not
think this comes under any of the "PINK" classifications such as the
"S.U«S. Pink," Pinkish Rose - Rosy Fink, near Pink, etec., etc., In fact,
I doubt if the use was in Dec. 1861 but more likely Dea,of 1862 - 1
think this is just an early rose - the coloy is surely more of a reddish
rose than a pinkish tint. Do you not agree? The real "Pink" and
"Pigeon Blood" are very definite tints and the difference between the
two can be plainly seen when unquestioned examples are laid side=by-side
for comparison, ‘

'I had a 1ittle flare-up this spring and a four days check-up
at the hospital rendered a vaerdict of gall stones. ‘I am now on a striect
diet and fecling much improved, and hoping I can avoid an operation.

I trust you are in the best of health and that all roes well
with you, i

. With regnrds -

Cordially yours,



I have just purchased in Harry Keffer's last sale what appears
to be a most beautiful cover with copies of the 7¢ and 24¢ Bank Note used to
Seychelles Islands from the famous Goodhue correspondence. This is indeed one of
the prettiest covers I have seen but I do not like the idea that the Boston |
British packet shows a 40¢ payment for the British Govermnment. How could they ) LH’\ e
obtain 40¢ from a payment of 31¢? Do you think a stamp has been removed from ;
this cover and these two added, or was there a third stamp originally on the 3
cover, which is now missing? I at first thought there was a second 24¢ immediate- L
ly above the present 24¢ but I can see this is not the case for it would have
covered the red British marking as well as part of the address. I am in hopes ]C! . a2
that the 40¢ indicates payment possibly in some other currency and that the cover
is good for I am anxious to have it for my own collection.

An taking lunch with Frank Hollowbush today as he gets up from
the seashore every Tuesday.

Sincerely yours,

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



JURG 5’ 1952 L]

llr. Philip Ho Ward. Jr..
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

Herewith the Goodhue cover as per yours of the 3rd (Lot 559
Keffer sale 5/28/52). It is quite evidont that something is wrong
because the "40" in the Boston postmark indicates the credit to G.B. out
of the total postage paid, and, of course, %40" cannot be credited out of
"31." PFurther, this Boston postmark was used when mail was sent by
British Packet requiring a total rate of 45¢, thus the originsl rate on this
cover was 45¢. And further, these Bank Note stamps were not useé on this
cover because this Boston postmark wss not used when the Bank Notes ware
current for the simply reéason that in 1870 and until the U,P.U. the rate was
24¢ not 45¢. This cover was used in the eighteen sixties and im all pro-
pability a 15¢ 1866 Lineoln and a 30¢ 1861 were removed and the present stamps
renoved,  There was a London postmark which had a year date on the face of
this cover but the faker removed the greater part of it to eliminate the year
date which did not eoineide with the® Bank Note stamps. Traces of it are
over the Boston "40" marking.

I enclose a photo print (which kindly returm) of a cover which had
morkings similar to the ones on this fake cover - Neo doubt you have some
Goodhue covard showing the vell-known 45¢ rate.

If ybu want to look up the rates to "Zanzibar" or "Seychelles Isles"”
you will not find them listed under those headings but rather under "Mauritius."
It is ridiculous to show a combination of a 7¢ Continental and this Boston
Postmerk. I doubt very much if any Goodhue cov-rs exist showing uses as lste
a8 1873. I have no record of any.

I will probably use this cover in my "Service." I doubt if you will
have any objection. (for Boston vostmark = see the Blake book, page 171.)

Regerds.

Yours etc.,
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OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

JOHN H. HALL
CHAIRMAN

MRS. JOHN D. DALE
VICE-CHAIRMAN

THEODORE E. STEINWAY
TREASURER

JOHN R. BOKER, JR.
ASST. TREASURER

HENRY M. GOODKIND
SECRETARY

Mr.

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH STREET

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 3-5667
WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR

May 29, 1952

Stanley B. Ashbrook

TRUSTEES

RICHARD S. BOHN
GEORGE E. BURGHARD
ALFRED H. CASPARY
ELLIOT G. CORIN

HUGH M. CLARK
WILLIAM ‘A. EDGAR .
GEORGE R. M. EWING
SOL GLASS

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR.
H. D. S. HAVERBECK

DR. CLARENCE W. HENNAN
EDGAR B. JESSUP
MALCOLM JOHNSON
OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN
A. H. WILHELM

33 N Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Enclosed are our nunbers #2623 and #3656 on which we would
appreciate your opinion. We know the 90¢ is extensively repaired
but the cancellation is the question.

I had a most enjoyable trip to Monaco and the exhibition was small
but consisted of extremely fine material. The emphasis being,

of course, on the stamps of the continent of Europe. Aside from
VanDyke MacBride's confederates and some 1847s of John Hall and
VanVelthoven, there were no U. S. stamps.

I have many times thought it would be nice if I could come down
to see you and stay overnight. I was wondering if it would be
possible sometime in June to do just that and I am sure we could
have a most enjoyable talk about stamps in general and U. S. stamps
In particular. I would also en joy seeing the records which you
have so carefully built up over these many years.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

THE PHILATERIC FOUNDATLAN

wsb/1
encl.

Director



June 5, 1952.

Mr, Winthrop S. Boggs,
22 East 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y,

Dear Win: . >
Herewith the two lots /2623 and ;3656 with notations.

Regarding a visit. Of eourse, I would be delighted to have
you come out and visit with me but think it advisable if you would
arrange to make it sometime in July - say ayound the middle,

In March I was troubled with quite a severe pain in the smmal
of my back and when it failed to show any sign of déminishing I went to
my physician. He failed to locate the csuse and sent me to the hospital
for a thorough check-up. I was there for four days and they Xrayed me
from every angle and came up with a verdiet that I had gall stones. I
went on a strict diet and it is only in the past week that I have been
entirely free of pain. 1 am hoping the diet will relieve the trouble and
that I may escape an operation. However, if the darn thing flares up
again I probably won't fool aruund but go at once and have it over, Of
course, 1 realize that the operation is not one that is really serious but
at my age, any major operation should not be taken lightly. I have some
out-of-town visitors scheduled for the latter part of the month, provided
1 am well enough to see them which I believe I will.

In another thirty dayw I should have a pretty good idea whether
or not the diet is going to relieve the cause of the trouble and if it
does I will be delighted to have you come out,

I note that you had a most enjoyable trip and I will look forward
to hearing details of it.

With regards -

Cordially yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

June 2nd, 1952
Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P. Q. Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan:

Enclosing all of the Kansas material I have. Not much.

Bnclosing a Canton, Mississippi cover. This should go with
the cover you sold from the Moody collection.

Also two covers from Harry Keffer's sale, Do you think the
1869 cover is good? This is an odd rate.

The 2ii¢ cover is rather pretty. I did not buy it for the
blackish violet. What color do you call it? I think Ted Gore
might like it if you approve.

Please return these last two.

Siijjiiig;%fz

EDC :mk1l Ezra D«/Cole.



June 5, 1952,

Mr., Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Izra:

Your two letters of the 2nd received. Am pleased to report that I
am feeling much better and have been free of all pain for almost & week.
looks like the diet is having its effect,

Of the covers that you enclosed 1 am returning the two thét you re-
quested, wiz: 2¢ plus 10 1869 to Halifax, N.S. - In my opinion, this cover is
okay and the stamps were originally used as we see them. The rate is a 2 x 6¢ -
double rate - I suppose there must have been some heavy enclosures.

24g 1861 - No Bz, this is not the blackish violet but rather the
#78 - -Dark Lilac - However, it is a nice cover and I have marked it on the back.

. X am holding the following and will report later:

- Iype I - Canton, Miss,

1z 1857

3¢ 1857 - Leavenworth, Kans,

1¢ 1 - Domphan, Kans,

1¢ = 1d = 3¢ - Bank Note Registered - Pleasant Ridge, Kans.
Stampless - Brownsville, N,T,

lMore later.
Yours ete.,

P.8,==Re = your letter of the 2nd and that St, Louis "bear" cover. Look up the
Harmer sale of the Bear cover and note the style of the handstamped "PAID" on

all the covers. DBoggs has not sent me any covers since his return but he did

send me a 90¢ 1860 with a Supplementary Mail cancel (off) and a l¢ '57 Type IIIA -
loff) for opinionl Re - the cover in the Keffer sale with the 5¢ 1857 strip of .
dix., You are mistaken this is a H.,3, of 6, I have a record of it way back and
always listed as a H.,S8, of 6., Too bad Henry failed to buy it.




2 3. S. No. 19844 @.S.A. No. 483 SJE.A. ¥o. 12627

Jark £. Molesmorth
Dkila{:ehc B'rol-ie?'

102 Beaeon
Boston 16, Massachusetts
June 4, 1952,

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
53 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I acknowledge with thanks your card re-
questing the 1l¢ 1851 cover, but regret that it is
currently out on approval. However, the customer
is prompt so I should hear within a week and will
send right off if he returns it.

Fnclosed are three covers sent for various
purposes as follows:

#3686, Three copies tied on cover "Per Prussian Closed
Mzil"™ with "Short Paid" marking., Thought this might
be of interest in cemnection with your recent writeup
of this service. Also, I can't figure out what the
rate should be unless it was a double weight letter
and it loocks too tiny for that. What do you say? 0.K.
to photograph for writeip if you w sh.

#60 or #70? - Note comment on back that Morgenthau
says "August" and Elliot Perry "not". Advise cost of
your copinion and endorsement on back and I shall remit
promptly.

#72 on Cover - Rare and Genuine I believe and hope you
will agree. Would appreciate your endorsement on reverse
if such be the case. Advise cost and I'1ll include with
above,

I noted that the Brooks 1l0¢ Athens Prov,
cover realized $600 in the last Fox sale, same price
you had on it., Tried to get a client of mine to go
over $600 for it, but he would only give me a -bid of
$500 plus. Wonder who bought it?

Received a want list from Ed Stern that looks
like Huber's., Is he dealing with Stern now do you think?

With best wishes,




June 6. 1952,

Mr, Jack E., Molesworth,
102 Beacon,
Boston 16, Mass.

NDear Jack:

Herewith the three covers as per yours of the 4th received this date.
Here are some” comments =

36 ~ three singles on cover to Geneva - Swiss, This cover is sure
cockeyed from most every angle - The rate Via P.C.M. to Switzerland in 1860 was
35¢, and this was apparently a l¢ overpay or it could have been a l¢ plus 35¢
Carrier - 1¢ to a New York mail-box, It surely went F,C,M, as it has an "Aachen"
marking - but on the 35¢ rate to Geneva Via P,C,M,, the U, S, credit should have
been 12¢ - this shows 7¢. And further, the envelope shows the N.Y, "Short Paid" -
which should have réndered the 36¢ payment void and instead of a ¢redit im red
there should have been a debit in black of 46¢ (2 x 23¢). The stamps are from Pl,
3 and would be right for November 1860 and they do look like they originated on
this cover. I do not know the meaning of the "FRANCO" marking - don't recall that
I ever saw it before. Perhaps it might hold some explanation. I made a photo-
graph and after a further investigation I may use it in my Service - thanks,

247 1861 to Bnsland - This is a very common shade and I doubt if my old
friend J. O, Morgenthau ever pronounced this a 24¢ Violet (August). I have signed
it on_tho back - no fee.

90¢ 1861 - The last time I saw this cover was in 1937, when it was sent to
r Donald Tucker of Boston @ £$150.00. I made a record of it st that time. This
fom the well-known Goodhue find and it is as good as golds I have a photo of

a similar cover used just a few weeks previous. This was the 2 x 45¢ rate (over %
07« = not ovir @ oz.) to Mauritius - of which the British share was 2 x 40¢ and the
s, 2x y, I havelsigned this on the back and am charging you a fee of $2.50
plus return postégs’ ¢ ($2.83).

Re = the Brooks cover = 1 don't know what happened but apparently there was
some slip-up. It was to be illustrated and it wasn't and why it sold as low as
$600 I don't know. I have so far had no advice from Brooks Lut wrote him yesterday
inquiring about it. ,

Re - Huber. I have an idea he is in touch with a number of dealers. Sever-
al weeks ago he wrote me that he was dealing with Fox. That's about all I know.
He sends some things to me but no doubt the majority go to the +.F. At least that is
the advice 1 gave him. He is interested in off cover material and I do little outside
of covers. -

With regerds =
Sincerely yours,
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114 Eest ghth St.,
New York 28, N.Y.
Mey 26, 1952.

Deer Stenley:

Mrs.F. end I were heppy that Mrs.A. end you liked the
Coronet story sbout Joe. But you 2int heerd nuthin yet. Weit until

~we tell you ebout our dszsuchter, Msdeline.

I em enclosing severel items for your comment.

S 1., Verticel peir (€1-91L1L) tied to folded letter by postmerk
of "Weshington City, D.C. Nov.10, 1€56". Peir shows complete sheet msrgin
et.bottom snd slmost complete mercin &t left. :

.This impression proves, I think, beytrnd reesoneble doubt, thet
the lower left corner sustained et lesst two’ injuries -- the irst, she11l
we sz2y, ebout the middle of 1%56, e#nd the second sometime in 1857 just
beforethe plaete was retired from use. b

This theory is indiceted by the heevy scrztch:: alreedy
showing et this dete, Nov.10,1856, that runs from & point under the "N"
of 'One' S.E. to & point directly under the "E" of 'One’', illustrated in
your Work, Pege 1#473. Another scretch sterts at the bottom of the left
plume end runs N.W. for ebout 3 MM., not illustrated. A scretch elso
shows in the lower left margin.

This impression does not show the X scratches thet run
through the lower left Scroll, illuetrigpted. Since this copy seemg to
gshow & fine, demp impression, it is reesoneble to essume thet if these
Scroll scratches had been on the Plete, the ink surely would !eve " teken® !
The conclusion seems ineviteble, thetthese Scroll scretches occurred 2t
8 leter dete, probebly eerly in 1857. The condition of the Plete by
this time wes such thet it did not take much to injure it. Since
perforeted copies of 91L1L exist thet do not show any of these merkings, it
seems logicel to believe thet perforeted sheets ceme from leftover stock
thet hed been printed even esrlier then you origineslly suspected.

2. This copy with sheet margin at left wae printed probesbly
in 1853, possibly '54, snd shows considerably more of the inverted orna-
ment ngh then sppeer in the faint treces of the 1256 impression. Should
there not be listed & fourth condition of the eresed positions, i.e.:
"Certein lines which showed in eerly printings end greduslly feded or
diseppeared in lete printings?

3. A Type V stamp, Relief "F" bottom row. The horizontal
perforetions are epproximestely 27 M.M. gpart. Is it possible thet the
perforating mechine wes reset for the eerly printings of the type V
stemps? Could this be the tsllest type V stemp known ‘to you?

Y., This one reeslly beffles me. Here is e Type V stem%

Relief "C", & gorgeous engreving end impression ¢n & deep, rich blue
shade, on hard wh te,crisp peper. The ornements to left are =s complete

8s you will ever find on eny Type Va stemp, even the side scratch running
thru ornement "F" is missing. And yet the ornements to right show the
side scretches. Even so, these ornements show more completeness then

is usuel in & "C" Relief. The scratches occurring &t the upper helf of
the design ere sherp, while those #t the lower helf show up &s thin
colorless lines. Wes en sttempt mede to burnish the scratches from

this position? Heve you pleted this enomoly?

=OVver~



5. This is & megnificent engraving, isn't it? Not often,
even in the very eesrliest impressions, do the side scratches show up &s
completely ss shown in this copy. Note pleting merk in upper left
mergin. :

_ 6. Type V Relief "B". I think this Postel Marking is
just 8s rere znd besutiful as snything produced by & hendstemp &nd
deserves & place in any specizlized One Cent 51-57 collection. It is
just possible this Beever, Minn.tlst, 1€7?? was epplied to this stemp
while Minn. wes still & Territory, but of course this will be well nigh

impossible to estebligh.

§ Do the Plete merkings, the diegonel lines Trunning from
ormaments "L" to "M" &nd thru "N" indicete enything on thisg "E" Relief?

g. Gen you plete, for me, this C relief showing curl in head?

: . Type Va ? Plste 6? Relief A. Beesutiful engrsving end
impression showing & U curl running from bottom of "Q" of 'Postage'
downwerd thru colorless ovel and upward touching "S".

We were sorry to heer thet you spent such &an uncomfortesble
dey lest Tuesdey. My sisterinlew is up &nd ebout, doing her daily chores
g8 usuel &nd hes never been hsppier.

Your letter to Eugene Costsles is typicsl Ashbrookisn procedure.
Your coursge snd integrity is spprecisted by #ll serious philatelists.

In my next letter I mey be sble to give you some definite
informetion &s to our plens to visit you. Mrs.F. s2nd I would like nothing
better then to spend # dey or two with the Ashbrooks. And we do wish you
£n eerly recovery. With kindest regerds from ell of us to ell of you,

Sincerely,



Le

Jun. 6. 195?0

Mr. Morris Fortgang,
114 Zast 84th St.,
New York 28, N.Y.

Dear Morris:

I have been weiting to reply to-your letter, thinking that any day the l¢
1851 cover of July 3, 1851 might come in, but up to this writing it has not arrived
80 I will not hold up any longer.

Herewith I am returning the varicus items enclosed in yours of the 26th.
Here are some remarks -

(1) Cover with 91L1L ete. This is indeed a most remarkable pair and I suppose
that it came from Judge Emerson's collection as the Hardy memo on the back is in his
handwriting. He died in Jamuary 1937. I have carefully hoted your remarks re - the
various states of the plate that produced different markings on 91Ll1L. I enclose a
photograph of a single. Someone loaned the copy to me and I have no memo of the
owner. It must have been sometime back, Compare this print with your stamp and note
how heavy is the diagonal line running 8.K, from the "N" of One., Please return this
print to me as it seems to be the only duplicate I havo but if you wikhk a print, I
will make a search and see if I can find one.

(2) Single 91L1L - This is quite some stamp and it seems as though I have seen
it before, It shows the upper part of the sheet margin to fine advantage. I agree as
to the impression - probably late 1853 or early 1854, I%t would be nice if we could
classify in their proper order the various states of the 91L invert and I suggest that
you undertake the task. It would be a welcome contribution. I wonder what Mort has in
this class of material? I wonder if he can show a 91L like your cover or my photo-
print. I have a faint recollection that I discussed the various states of 91L with
Mort, or it might have been with Fleckenstein. You are correct about the perf imverts,
I have a 91L perf that shows a very late worn impression but no trace of the "N"
diagonal line. Thus perforated sheets don't always indicate the last impressions,

(3) 1¢ '57 - single = Type V - bottom row - This is certainly & wide copy =
most unusual, I enclose a& photo-print of a strip that I thought was "wide" but I have
no MM measurement of it, also & single that I had laid aside as "wide" but your copy
is wider than any I have on hand at the present time. Whether the madhine was reset
on purpose is anyone's guess. We cartainly do not find top and bottom row copies as
wide as this and we wonder how come this copy is so unusual,

(4) Single - Type V = sharp impression - "C" hard erisp psper - early stock -
good color - early shade - these points I note, and agree with you. I do not know the
position of this copy nor the plate but I think it may be a Flate 5, and probably not a
real early impression from that plete, because some of the faint surface scratches have
almost diseppeared. I do not think this comes from the left pane of FPlate 7 and I am

‘sure that it don't came from the right pane.

(5) = 17 '57 = Type V = single - This is a "fair" impression but I doubt if it
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is very exceptional, The scratch in upper left could easily identify the position.

(6) 1¢ '57 -~ Type V - single - menuseript postmark. I do not think this stamp
could have been used as early as May 1858,

~(7) 1¢ '57 - Type V = "E" - I note nothing exceptional - other than some
scratches, faint mottling - grainy plate - probably Plate 9.

(8) 1¢ 1857 - Type V = "C" ~ gmall "C" curl in back of head - red grid. I
have never been able to locate this position and believe that it must be a Plate 5
stamp. Years ago I ran across a horiz. strip of three - the right hand stamp the same

- as yours. I have never fofind a duplicste, I am enclosing the print which please return.

You will note the left side ornaments of these three stamps are not as complete as your
copy No. 4 herewith,

(9) 17 '57 - Type V = top row single - I think it is extremely doubtful if this

is from Plate 6 and I am quite dubious that the small curl that you noted is consistent.
It 18 possible that I might plate this from the top row of some of the other plates.

e s ol o sk sk

I have been feeling much better for over a week and heve been almost free of
pain until today - but it is not bad,

Mort called me by phone one night recently and stated he had abandoned his
Pacific trip so would not be here next week (the 9th) but planned now to run out toward
the end of the month., He said he was going to call you by phone which no doubt he did.
We would be pleased to hear about your daughter.

Our best wishes to Mrs. e and to you.

Cordially yours,






‘ MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
May 28, 1952, &=t
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

What a nice letter! I should like to know such a nice person.
I have never met him, maybe will someday. He should watch his eyes. We only
get one pair. Thanks for letting me read it.

Funny how one gets "stuck" on certain stamps. I have never
cared for the 5¢ 1847, never, but have always liked the 10¢ 18L47. I have
always liked the 30¢ 1860, the 90¢ 1860, the 90¢ 1869, the 5¢ buaff and
certainly the 5¢ red brown of 1862. I have contended with only a few years
observation that this latter stamp was much more rare than the buff and if
you will be governed at all by the quantity offered at auction you will agree.
This is particularly true of nice copies in very fine shape. I asked you this
once before and you said you doubted if I was right and of course I dont know
myself whether I am or not. Here is what I wanted to ask you about that stamp.
I have just picked up a little cover from am auction John Fox had last week, lot
19, for which I paid $17.00. It is a nice copy on a cover to Halifax of the
red brown, SUS 75. On the back it is stamped as "Collection of W.C.Michaels."
and in what I think i8 his handwriting is this" 5¢ red brown, much rarer on
cover than the 5¢ buff."

The Scott catalog states as foldows:
5¢ Buff 1861 Aug. 18, 1861 (All others about the same week,l¢,3¢,10¢,etc)

5¢ Red Brown- Jan. 2, 1862. ( And then the 2¢ Jackson and 15¢ Lincoln & 2L¢ Lilac)

5¢ Brown 1863. But no date of the first issue or finding of same is given. Was
thig change of color an order of the Bureau or did it just happen?

I have three covers with the 5¢ Red Brown dated
Jan. 30, 1863 Bangor, le. to Germany.
Jan. 6, 1863 New York to Halifax ( Just bought from Fox)
Sep. 16, 1863 Boston, Mass to Cape of Good Hope.

\ Was the red brown still being sold at Boston as late as September? This was a
i Letter to Howland and a business }etter, and likely to be stamped with current
é postage at as large a city as Boston. '

While I have few covers with the 5¢ brown(SUS 76) I find nothing

earlier than 1865, ;

Dpnt you suppose there must have been just a blending of the red brown
into the brown as the months went by.

e
Sir@e_ll%-»
Py
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- Jume 6, 1952,

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3000 - 13th Ave., South,.
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Im:

Re - yours of the 28th. I have been so tied up with the Confed deal
that I did not have a chance to answer your letter. Had an out-of-town guest
here for three straight days and when a thing like that happens I sure get
behind. I was also down in Kentucky Friday and Saturday.

1 note you obtained the 5¢ Red Brown cover, Lot 194, in the Fox sale
and also note the question thet you raised. Fm, I do not believe that the 5¢
Red Brown is more rare on cover than the 5¢ Buff, but I think that the Buff is
a more popular stamp. Apparently the Buff was only issued between August 1861
and January 1862 and it is my belief that the Red Brown was issued over a lomger
period. Of course, it could be argued that because the Buff is the mors popular
stamp it is in greater demand, hence is cuoted higher both off cover and om
cover., 1 have sometimes wondered if multiples of the R.B. on cover are not just
about as scarce as the Buff. I doubt if Will Michaels would really be much of a
judge as to the realative scarcity. I doubt if anyone knows why the Buff was
changed to the Red Brown or why the latter was changed to the Brown. As you
are aware the dates in the catalogue are from my records and mean the earliest
uses I have seen, My dates are as follows:

Buff - Aug. 19, 1861 (not Aug. 18 as you state)

Red Brown Jan 2, 1862

Brown S.U.S. gives 1863 - at one time the catalogue pave "March 1862*‘ 1
but I never could verify - I also heard of an Apr. 29, 1862 but was also never
about to verify - The Luff book gives Apr. 10, 1863 as the earliest. ;

I never made a real effort to obtain records of the earliest uses but I
am inclined to believe that the red brown was used all during the year 1862 and
pdssibly into the first quarter of 1863, If so, then I certainly think the stamp
must be more common than the buff, : .

Em, as far as I am aware we have nothing to go by but the covers. them-
selves. The war was on and I suppose it didn't make much difference to the public
whether a 5¢ stamp was printed in a Buff - a Brown, or a red brown. I am hoping
that my further search of newspaper files of 1861 will shed more light on the
1861 Issue,

With best -
Yours etec.,



June 8. 1952.

My, Philip H, Vard, Jr.,
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Phil:

| Our mutual friend fmmerson Krug recently inquired of me if I be-
lieved the 5¢ 1861 was actually a rarer stamp than the 5S¢ 1862 Red Brown,
He stated that he had searched thru files of old auection catalosues and
found more copies of the Buff offered than coples of the Red Brown. In
' reply I stated thet I felt reasonably certain that the Buff was the scarcer
of the two but afterwords I got to thinking and I wondered.

I believe that the Buff was the only 5¢ stamp in usé@from August 1861
to January 1862 but that the Red Brown was in use allfof 1862 and part of
1863 - that is before the Brown was issued, What is your impression?

Regards.

8incerely yours,



PENNYPACKER 5-3237

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

June 11, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
FOI't Thmnas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have your letter of the 8th and would advise
that from my experience, the 5¢ buff is far rarer than the 1862
5¢ red brown. As a matter of curiosity, I have referred to my
stock and find that I have 11 copies of the 5¢ buff and have
about 30 copies of the 5¢ red brown. The reason more of the buff
have been offered at auction than the red brown is because of the
fact that it is a rarer stamp, cataloguing more, hence is offered
separately, whereas the red brown would be sold with something
élse or left in the balance of the collection to be sold as one
lot. Right at present I find I have more unused copies of the
buff than the red brown but this is due to the fact that the de-
mand is greater and when I attend an auction I will buy a buff if
it goes at a reasonable figure, whereas I will seldom buy a red
brown unless it is a perfection copy that can be bought at a fair
figure.

A When I first read your letter I thought you were
referring to the 5¢ red brown of 1857. This catalogues $7.50 less
than the 5¢ buff but from my way of thinking, is mach rarer. Of
this stamp I have exactly two copies in stock in cancelled condition
and neither one can be classed-asveryg fine. This is quite an
evasive item.

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.



Thanks for Bulliten. Have not read it carefully yet but I have
skimmed thru it. Re Red Brown., and 5¢ 186ls. I think you should
go one step further and break down the 5¢ buffs into at least two
shades, the olive and the buff and the 5¢ brown into three shades,
maybee both into three to keep them even. Say :

Buff
Olive yellow
Olive

them:
Red Brown
Brown
Black Browne.

Now, in MY OPINION the RED BROWN is rarer that any of the top three,
On cover, off cover, in multiples BUT it is not as rare UNUBED WITH
FULL O. G, MINT SUPERB , in other words. And I don'® mean "Gibbons
unused" There is a great deal of trouble in seperating the shades,
some honest errors by collectors, some by dealers that don't know and
A GREAT DEAL BY both dealers and collectors who WRONGLY CLASSIFY the
colors. If all the alledged red browns were properly called what they
are "BROWN" everyone would wake up and see how rare the real stamp is.
A number of collections have a brown and a black brown as the two
stamps instead of the Red Brown and Brown. Now a REAL FIne UNUSED
block of the RED NROWN is something tho there may be a couple known.
I mean really RED.

To sum up. The red brewn is just as good a stamp as the buffs.,

All in superb condition are rare and desirable. A buff is more saleable,
because of its catalog value, but it is not any rarer except MINT
SUPERB «

Re 12¢ bisect cover, Ex Hind ex Brandy. Did not Em have this and did
#d% you sell it for Him ? ? I bought it in the Brahdybury sale for
$120 and think it was for Em. If not do you know where it is knew Now.

—

yoursy =
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FORM 229 PAGE 43

INTER-OFFICE MEMO

L To Friend Ashbroolk,- FROM

| SussEcT Letter from Mr Herbert Crook in regard to old covers. 5/27/52. 19

Mr Crook passed on about 3 weeks after I got this letter from him, and to me he was what I

‘ ' call'a gentleman & a scholar, his honesty & entegrity was above reproach, and my only regret
is that the 0ld covers turned out to be fakes.

After readins will you please return this letter to me, as I widh to) keep_it.

j Cories To ‘ \j/é.%%&/‘/"j A

erS.

% SIGNED ( .
§ TO DATE 19 Il REPLY TO ABOVE MEMO:

] L
f W?uaué. | et
@' FOR FLORIDA AND You (WRITE AND SIGN ON BACK IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED)




June 8, 1952,

Mr, J+ R, Vickers,
P.0,Box 1011,
Lake City, Fla,

Dear Mr, Vickers:

Thanks Rrery much for yours of recent date with the letter
from ¥r. Crook whiéh I am retumuig herewith. I wes indeed sorry
to learn that Mr, 6rook had passed away,

I suppose we have little comception of how many people have
been gyped by the class of erooks 'cited in the enclosed letter, '
How unfortunate to have such a'me ag ¥r, C.

Sincarely yours,



E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN, SeCRETARY-TREASURER

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, Vice PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR

(RYSTAL

PHONE |25
o

: %OF CARSON CITY
7

INCORPORATED

/

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
AR D R A B e
S Ionia, Michigan.

: June 9, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Got a nice lot of twenty covers from Harry Keffer's recent sale.
Harold Stark went over them carefully and said they were all good
with possible exception of the one enclosed - all were from 1861
through 1879. Harold said I got some good items. I thought prices
were very reasonable on all items I obtained. I looked the lots over
when Keffer was in Detroit.

The cover Harold doubts was Lot 529 which is described as a registered

, cover. If registered and used in 187} as indicated, the registry rate
was 8¢ and if it took L x 3¢ rate, it would make up the 20¢ that is on
this cover all right, but Harold says there is nothing about this cover
to indicate it was registered and only explanation he can offer, he says,
is that the sender required 6 x 3¢ rate (18¢) and had a couple of 10¢
stamps on hand and just did'nt give a damn ard put them on. Otherwise
he doubts if these stamps were originally on this cover in 187Lh. What
is your opinion Stan? :

Finally got a long letter from Mort Neinken. He says he talked with
you on phone and told you his plans. Says he plans to spend Sunday

: June 29th with you and wonders if I can be there same time. I hope I
can and will try.

Joan is back from Boston. Did well - is now a semior. She plans tho
on driving back to Boston tomorrow and spend six weeks in summer school.
Weather has turned hot - suppose it is just as hot or worse in Cincinnati.

Regards.
Sipcerely, 4
J. [G. Fleckenstein. ‘
JGF/
Enc:

PS: This cover cost me $11.50 and I paid Keffer but told him I might
return it for a refund if you think it doubtful.

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER



June 11, 1952.

Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein,
.‘419 Union 8t.,

Ionia, Hich.
Dear Jack: .

Re - enclosed cover, as per yours of the 9th. I think that
this could have been 6ne of several or more things but in my opinion
1t certainly was not a “Registered." There 1s no evidence whatever
that it was and if the date (1874) is correct, then there would have
been evidence of registration. This might have been a 7 x 3¢ with a
1l¢ stamp missihg and it might have been some sort of a wrapper and a
circular rate. The use of she 10¢ 1869 in 1874 is rather unusual.

1 hope that you can get down while Mort is here. I am looking
for him on thg 29th. |

Am feeling much better and attribute it to thé diet,

Regards.

Hastily yours,



E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN, SECRETARY-TREASURER

M. B, CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES

PHONE: |25

el e

OF CARSONCITY

I/HCOF\PORATED

ERY SIFAE PETRO LS (PRODUYCTS

CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, Ionia, Michigan.
Ft Thomas, Ky. June 15, 1852.
Dear Stan:

Check enclosed for One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars in payment for "Special
Service" for next twelve months. Have enjoyed this very much ard only wish
you could get more students of philately to subscribe. Please receipt the
enclosed invoice and return for my files.

Was especially interested in the last issue of June Lith 1952 (Issue MNo. 15)
page 97, on the faked cover which was Lot #559 in Harry Keffer's sale of May
28th 1952, Especially so since I acquired Lots #560 and 561 which both have
2h¢ 1870 stamps tied thereto. Makes me wonder if perhaps my two lots are
fakes too, altho Harold Stark passed both as OK. Y ou are no doubt familiar
with the two lots I acquired - Lot #560 was Lot #517 in the Gibson sale - is
this lot genuine? Iot #561 was a Rev. Bissell cover to India and Stark has a
couple of covers with identical stamps from the Bissell correspordence which
he says are OK. Give me your opinion on these two lots Stan, please.

As suggested by you in your letter of June 6th — I am enclosing two covers
to Halifax, N.S. that I think are interesting. Each bear a 5¢ stamp, one
cover with the 5¢ Type II of 1860 tied on, and with a black numeral "5n
which I take to mean that 5¢ was due in Halifax. The other cover with a
5¢ red brown of 1862 (which you mention in Issue No. 15 as being scarcer
than the 5¢ Buff) and which is tied by a black Boston grid and with the
g black "10 cts" which I suppose means the sender lost the 5¢ postage he

applied. Then Harold Stark gives me the data on Postal Regulations Section
260 reading:

"Steamers of the Cunard Line sail from Boston twice each

month touching at Halifax, and when letters are sent by

that conveyance for Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Cape Breton

armd Prince Edward's Island, the United States postage is

five cents the single rate, to be prepaid. The Inland

rate is collected on delivery. On newspapers by this

route, the postage is two cents each." -

But Harold camnot tell me when this rate went into effect nor when it
ceased to be in effect. Can you give me this information, Stan?

Glad you are feeling better. Watch your health and diet, Stan, and no
doubt you will not require an operation. Rene sernds her best to you and
Mildred amd Stan Jr, with which I join her. Regards.

Sincerely,

JGF.k J. [G.f Fleckenstein.
Enc :REG: ’

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES., ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE. ORZER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX, FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY, TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER




C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY Harry B. Keffer

THE COLLECTOR’S SHOP

POSTAGE STAMPS - COINS
BOOKS - PAINTINGS - PRINTS
Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised

17 BROADWAY
NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT

Telephone 7-4495 16’ 1 ”2

JeGs Fleckenstein, Esq,
Ionia, Mich,
Dear Jacks:=
Thanks very guch for yours of the 13th,
MI'rohupthecm'iththomlwlB@'smmngtgiu
it much time and you will note that in the catalog I made no mention of any
registry feature, Since you returned it this morning I have spent a little
time on it and have come up with the followingg
You are 100§ correct when you say that it is an 8¢ registry

tage, Neither Stan or myself looked at the cover very closelys
?;.&m o:g:;hcnu they both are cancelled with the same killer which
is

Copy to Stanley Ashbrook




June 19, 1952,

My, Harry B. Keffer,
17 Broadway,
New Haven 11, Conn.

Dear Harry:

Thanks for yours of the l6th confirming my opinbon that Lot ;7210
was a strip of six rather than two strips of three. I remember thst cover
way back to 1930, and it hae always been described and listed as a strip of
six.

Thanks for the copy of your letter to Fleckenstein rdgarding Lot j#259,
Jack sent the cover to me and it was my opinion that it was not a registered
letter because the only evidence that it might have been was the number st left
which I noted. By 1874 there was no longer any regulation regarding secrecy
on Registered mail, I think that if you would read the Regulations regarding
Registersd Mail (1873 P.L, & R,) you would agree that this was not a registered
letter. One important section required the name and address of the person re-
gistering the letter be on the face of the envelope. I wrote Jack that this
might have been a 7 x 3¢ letter with a l¢ missing - or it might have been a piece
of circular mail - a wrapper - which required a printe& eircular rate of 20¢,
but at any rate, I simply could nof believe it was a registered letter,

Best regards to you Harry,.

Cordially yours,



".

STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK
P. 0. Box 3T
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
FORT THOMAS,  KY.
June 19, 1952.

My. Harry B. Keffer,
17 Broadway, j
New Haven 11, Conn.

Dear Harry:

Thanks for yours of the 16th confirming my opinion that Lot 7210
was a strip of six rather than two strips of three. I remember that cover
way back to 1930, and it has always been described and listed as a strip of
six.

Thanks for the copy of your letter to Fleckenstein regarding Lot f259.
Jack sent the cover to me and it was my opinion that it was not a registered
letter because the only evidence that it might have been was the number at left
which I noted, By 1874 there was no longer any regulation regarding secrecy
on Registered mail, I think that if you would read the Regulations regarding
Registersd Mail (1873 P.L, & R,) you would agree that this was not a registered
letter. One important section required the name and address of the person re-
gistering the letter be on the face of the envelope. I wrote Jack that this
might have been a 7 X 3¢ letter with a 1¢ missing - or it might have been a piece
of ecircular mail - a wrapper - which required a printed circular rate of 20¢,
but at any rate, I simply could nob believe it was a registered letter.

Best regards to you Harry.
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

ITNCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Saturday, June 7, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 Noe. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

) Dear Stan,

Your letter df the 5th just came this morning. I have been gone
- all week to Florida and just got back last evening. Sure had a nice trip
as far as weather goes biit it has been very warm here since I got back.

I return the letter to Ez. It's hard to account for the attitude
in Detroit. Of course sometimes moneyed men like them become hard up for
cash and that could be the reason. Lots of folks are over-extended these
days of inflation. And maybe they were not confed collectors? And like
me wouldn't know a frame-line from a TEN. I hope they have not made you
feel so bad that you lose the ground you have gained against that gall
bladder. Worry wont help you a bit, you know. By the way, I mailed you
my copy of the Finney prices to which you are more than welcomes.

As you request I am mailing you the lots from the Collector's
Shop sale for you to look over or photograph if you wish. You asked for
lot 14l which was not one of mine I regret to say. Did not even bid on
it. So I enclose lot 14l which you may have meant. I like it. And also
I enclose lot 126 which I think is a nice one, dont you. You saw lot
88 you say and must have liked it too. I would like your comments on all
of these covers. lly check tor return postage is enclosed.

I saw lot 559 from the above sale, had it here, and was
myself,little as I know, puzzled at the rate. I have quit bank note covers
ever since I sold my covers thru you. But I did see some of these Keffer
ones that he included in lots I asked fore. Lot 570 was the freshest, most
wonderfmlly colored affair I ever saw in a cover. It should have brought
a big price if appearance means anything.

S S

I too sent Harry a dollar for a price list and when Ez said he

4. oh would send me the prices if I would send my catalog up to him I wrobte him
back that I had done so BUT what I would like to have was the buyers names

which he generally does not give me. I am hoping he will do so. It may be
that the caltalog you have has the buyers names and is to be further loaned

: to me. We will see if so.
E Sincerely,
E Covers enclosed:
5 126-  63.00 215- 28.88 313~ 15.75
141- 55.13 225- 39.38 335- 26425
146- 63,00 266-  78.75 337-  L4L.63
155~ 39.38 276~  60.38 LO6-  14.18
21h- 89.25 291~ Sl 109~ 18438
309.76 T265.1% 119.19 Total-- $69L.09






June 11, 1952,

lir. Emmerson C., Krug,
Birmingham, Ala,.

Dear Em:
Herewith the Keffer auction lots,. Remarks as follows:

lot 126 - I think this is quite a fine copy of the type. lividently others
had the same opinion. The red oval was applied at Detroite.

Lot 141 - Knapp bought this in the White sale and sent it to me on Feb, 25,
1937« This is a very odd rate and while I may have seen others it is the
only 26¢ rate to Cermany recorded in my files. I made photos at the time

of front and back. I suppose the reason is that there was no such a rate
and it was sent "Paid Only to England - 21l¢" - thus 5¢ overpay. New York
should have marked it "Paid only to England."  The proper rate was 30¢

Via "Prussian Closed Mail"™ but being 4¢ underpaid it was sent "U,S.,Pkt" to
England and "Paid Only to England" - Very interesting and I suppose darn few
rate students would be able to explain ift. It was Lot 2514 in the first
Knapp sele and sold @ #35.00. That memo on the back is by Knapp.

Lot 146 - To England and "Forwarded to Paris" - Nothing said about this
feature by Keffer - "16" is "16" decimes due at Paris or about 30¢ U.S5. The
Anglo-T'rench rate was 8 decines per g oz. (very high).

Lot 155 = Stamps are from Plate 12,

got 214 - You got a real bargain in this covere. Vert pairs to California are
rare.

Lot 215 - You certainly stole this one - The use is early for the Brown (I) -
Ang. 1, 1859, My earliest record is July 6, 1859,

. t 225 = A bargain - That German year date on the back surely must be “60" -
If so, then this use is Cineinnati May 21, 1860 - My earliest of record\is
May 14 and I have a record that Knapp had a May 21, 1860, This must be that
COVeET.

Later
Correct - this is the Knapp cover - It was Lot 2621 in the Knapp sale and sold

@ §75.00, I wasaright in stating that you got a bargain.

Lot 268 - Very cheap = rate is & quad - Credit of "1" is 4 x 3. 1 think this
pair is darn nice for a 30¢.

Lot 276 - This is a steal - Typical "August" color of the 10y Type I.



#2+ Mr., Emmerson C. Krug - June 11, 1952,

Lot 291 - Very pretty - Compare the colors of the 5¢ with that of Lot 276 -
he pale mustard was evidently the first bateh of ink used and because it was
80 pale and lifeless it was soon made darker. These two covers make a nice
pair demonstrating that fact.

- Lot 315 - Your comment would be on a par with mine.
Lot 335 = I photographed this before the sale as the rate is very unusual.

Lot 337 - This cover was in the Gibson sale by Ward and was Lot 251 and sold
to Kelleher @ $90,00. Illusirated in cat. Looks like you got quite a bargain.
Along about 1940 I borrowed the Gibson foreign rate covers to study. I photo-
_graphed this cover at that time. There were a lot of "Pilerce" covers, This
was a rate by "F,0.M." and the credit was 14¢ per # (single) - this the "28"
pen crédlt, .

- Lot 406 - i question whether these two stamps were used on this cover - The ¢
~ date is 1867 whiech is very late for the R.B., The stamps look like they had been
Mpasted on" after another stamp or stamps had been removed., This letter origin=c
ated at Havana (or in Cuba) and was sent under separate cover to New York where
it was put into the U. 8, Mail to France with the postase paid, The "ARAGO" was
built in 1855 and I didn't know that she was still in service in 1867, Apparent-
ly this went by the Havre Line direct to Havre and the credit by that route was
3¢ per , ounce., Therefore, I don't understand why there is a 9¢ credit on this
cover, It seems to m that the original rate must have been 45¢, thus & credit
of 3 x 3¢ on a rate of 3 x 15¢« Why some faker removed the original stamps and
substituted these is a mystery. BIzra would not catch a fake such as this,

Lot 409 - A use in July 1862, Why is this stamped "Insgifiaiently stamped Vdd
Marseilles" and if "short paid" - what was done about 1 Here is the enswer.
The letter was routed, "By Overland Mail - Via Marseilles" but the rate in 1862
by that route (overland across France from England to Marseilles) was higher be-
eause of payment for French transit. The rate was 51¢ per ¢ 0z. or 57¢ per é
ounce - but a y-ar or 8o earlier it had been lower, viz., 39¢ per 3 0z. or 45¢
per  oz. That is how the writer paid the 45¢ - evidently unaware of the change.
The rate in 1862 "Via Southampton was 45¢ per $ 0z., so this letter was not sent
across France, as routed, but by "Southampton" - meaning by sea from Southampton,
Gibraltar and Suez, et¢, = Thus the rate was Okay "Via Southampton, but not "Via
Marseilles" - Interesting don't you think? I will probably use three of these
covers in my next Service - Do you have any objection? lots 141 - 406 and 409.

I don't know whather you can get your money back on the fake 5¢ R.B. covef
of 1867 but I think if you send it direct to Harry and inform him I said it was
bad that he will reﬁund.

Thanks Em for thé cheeck for %5.00,

. Of course, I will not bear any i1ll will against my Detroit friends =and
a8 far as I am concerned \it is all water over the damn. I would not have mdde
such a request were it not that they assured me several ‘years ago that if I ever
needed any capital for sucqh.a deal they wouwld back me to the limit, What is that
:!Y:ng about doedm speak 1 uder than words. You are quite right - What is to be -

s %o be.



#3. Mr. Tmmerson C. Krug - June 11, 1952.

Thanks Em, for the 1list of the Finney prices.

Ward bought Lot 559 Keffer = I informed him it was Lsd - He roturned
it and got a refund. It is in my current Service. The added 30¢ on cover
was sold to Dr. Bacher in a H, R, Harmer London sale in April. He also got
his money back. It was guaranteed by Sir Nicholas Waterhouse. I didn't see

Lot 570,

Today I received a list of prices from Keffer - Bz sent me a priced
- g@atalogue but it has only a few names of buyers - He did not instruct what I
was to do with it. I am holding pending advice, I don't think it would be:
~ worth sending to you 4f you have & list of the prices.

I am feeling okay - no discomfort.

Regéfdao

Yours e%6.,



“June 11, 1952,

Mr, Ezra D, 601&,
Nyack, N,Y,
Dear Ez: ‘
Re = Krug - Keffar lqts -
: _‘2_1_4_1. 4 Did you _éver éee a ?26¢ rate to Germany? What is your
idea'aboﬁt S is odd about this cover? |
i ._q_gj_ &, How do you explain this?, If "ghsufriciently paid® what
was done aboﬁ‘t it? "Insuft‘ioiantlj Paid." meant "Short Paid" but was :
anything done? : |
V ;;L__O6_ = What ->1'é vrong with this? Why is it a fake?
Up to this writing no word from Wulfekuhler - or anyone slse
on that 1noiden£.

| s Rurrieﬂdly yours,



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

June 13th, 1952

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
BP0 Box 315
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Your note of the 1lth re: Krug-Keffer lots.
To be perfectly honest with you I can't remember the
covers.,

Lot 141 is not photographed. It is Ex William §,
White, ex Knapp.

b Lot 406 again not photographed. Price was $13.50
I guess the stamps were worth it.

Lot 09 again not photographed. Em wanted it for
the red brown. Could not figure this cover out for the
damn thing went via Marseilles, and everybody in the world
must have had a crack at it.

If Em writes me and send me the covers then probably
I can answer some of your queries.

EDC :mkl Ezra D, Cole.



June 17, 1952,

My, Ezra.D, ’Gols.,
Nyaek, N.Y,
Dear Ezi A 4
Re - the three covers - Keffer ‘sala-'*'k&.x’rug‘ - v141 - 406 =nd 409. .I ‘
will not teke time %o go into details about them as I intend to write 'Gh&n up
in my "Service” - provided Em has no objection. Lots 141 and 409 ag@_ﬁpnuinq. :
- but Lot 406 is a Take. e
Re - Lot 141, This was %o Germany wi‘lgh a p‘a_y,-bf ?6;1." _Di.d you ever

see éuch a rate io Ge'maw? I douht_it. The expianéti’cih of 409 is vef& in=-

teresting.

; .

I think 4f Em would send ,',i406, dd.rect,td' Harryhe _co;xld g;et a refund.
I wrote Harry the cover was bad, When thiﬁg’s like this comg up L %mnk bu_yor.ﬂv
should not bother you to réturn. However, 1 auppea.éi Kyug will not send ;‘%io& : |
back. : g ‘ ;

Regeards.

Yours etc.,



114 Eest gL4th st.,
New York 28, N.Y.
(®)
Peis ﬁtenley: June 11, 1952,

eny thenks for your letter of June 6, in which vou comm
various items I submitted. It never oocu}red to me ihet theeggvgg ;?ih
91L1L ceme from the Judge Emerson collection. The cover wes offered to me
by a Boston deeler et $50. end I enapped it up.

% Re photo of single 91L1L, which I em enclosing herewith,” you write

_ Someone loened the copy to me =nd I heve no memo of the owner. It must
neve been sometime beck," Yes, it must have been sometime beck, =nd I would
certeinly love toheve & copy of this print, beceuse it is e colléctor's item.
You see, Stenley, this is the very photo you used for your illustretion in
your Work, Vol.l, P.183, Figure 17, I.

Your sugpestion thet I =ttempt to clessify the verious stetes of the
91L invert is flettering. Your suggestion is & commend, end I shell report
from time to time whetever progress I heve mede. Nery en importent article
on eerly U.S.stemps eppeers in print but thet we see in the background the
hend of Stenley B.Ashbrook.

Enclosed hetewith is photo of "wide strip of threer Whether the mechine
wes reset &ppesrs problemeticel. . I heve & copy of 52R9 showing vertical
perforetions elmost es fear spart ss the horizontel. Then there sre stemps
thet sre quite narrow verticelly. ‘

I am enclosing severel items which mey eneble you to determine their
plete origin.

(1) Cherleston cover showing.e 1¢ '57 tied to circuler by the Charleston
foreign rete marking used in error. The stemp surely (?) is from Plate 5
end, if so, the date Mey 21, 1858, would meke this en eerly use, which of

. course still doesn't mean enything. I obteined this cover =t the Collector's

Shop sele the other dey.
(2) South Hedley Fells cover, deted July 2, (1#5%). I hed shown you

this cover recently. If the stemp on the Cherleston cover is from Plete 5,
then the S.H.F. steémp &slso is from the seme plete, since the stemp on the former

cover is stemp to left of stemp on the latter. This is shown by
(3). I obteined this peir todey end reeslized the flate markings gorres—
ponded to those on the ebove two covers. Note the similarity of the rich

dark blue color of £11 three items. 1 think it is very rerely that we find
such shedes on the Plete 7 stemps. Wouldn't you sey these stemps definitely
come from Plete 57

- {4) This copy I hed shown you recently. Your comment weas - "sharp
impression, hard crisp psper, eerly stock, good color, esrly shede ..... I
think it mey be & Plate 5."

(5) To show thet #4 was no sccident, I em enclosing this copy, which
hes similer quslities, although the ornements &t left and right ere not es
complete end the Plete #lreedy shows sipgns of weer. These two copies seem
to indicete thet Plete 5 (?) wes mede of soft steel, which geve ue impressions
thet were most gorgeous, but the Plate beceme worn efter very short use. The
engravings from Pletes 5 =nd 6 seem very similer to those of Plate 1 Eerly,

I think.
Now note, Stenley, thet neither of these two copies show the side
scratch thet rung thru ornement "F" of the "C" Relief on Trensfer Roll #U.
If this scretch hed been on the Relief that produced these stemps, they cer-
teinly would have shown on these printings. I§ ik ridiculous to suppose that
these copies ceme from 2 Trensfer FEoll that was mede prior to Roll #4 =nd wes
used to enter on Plete 5 only & few verticel rows end then for some resson. wes
discerded? Or perheps you mey have & more pleusible theory to eccount for the,
missing scretch merkings. Most likely. Meenwhile, I she#ll seerch agein the
source whence these two stemps ceme, in en effort to locete similar meteriel.
Mrs.F.end I shell sccompeny Mr.&Mrs.N. when they visit the Ashbrooks

leter this month, end we extend our best regerds,
Sincerely,

(;%%kﬂwm).



June 17, 1952,

Mr. Morris Fortgang,
114 East B4th St.,
New York 28, N.Y.

Dear lorris:

Re = your registered air of the 1lth which came today. I had forgotten that
I used the photo-print of the 91LLL in my book. [Faet is, I haven't read the book sime
I wrote it back in the middle thirties. I hate to read a letter I have wr&tten and I
hate to go back and read articles I wrote years ago. I invariably find that in the 2
interim I learned something new and many times I blush at the old stuff, 1 have looked
high and low for a duplicate print of the one I sent you but no luck. To try andvtlnd
the original negative would: be wo#se than searching for a nfddle in a hay—atack. I
never have had time to index my negatives. After I make prints I box them up and sond
them to the basement., Sometimes I have t6 locate one and then it is an all day's Job.
If I can possibly find a duplieate print of that 91L1L I will send it to you. ’

Re - the items that you sent. ! :
Nos. 1 = The pencil marking 48 mine but I must have made it years sgo and 1 long since
discontinued calling a postmark a "cancel." I should have stated Charleston postmerk
used on foreign mail used to cancel stamp - This probably thru error, This stamp Is cer-
tainly a very, vory early impression from either Plate 5, 6(?) or 7. It might gcome from
the left pene of Plate 7 = or from the left pane of Plate 6 - any one of the first five
positions (11 to 15L6) but I doubt it and believe that it does come from Plate 5 but I
have no evidence.

Noes 2 = Very similar in color and impression.

Nos 3 = Very remarkable that you would locate a palr proving thQIStamps on the
above covers are adjoining positions, No, Morris, I would not state that this pair and
the two singles are definitely Plate 5 but 1t seems quite possible that they sre. About
the best I can do at present is to photograph them and hold for further studyu :

Noe 4 = I don't see that I can add anything regerding thie.  When we can com-
plete the plating of the left pane of Plate 7 and the entire Flate 6 then we will have an
almost complete record. Then we can be definite as to whether any certain stamy cﬁnos
from Plate 5. Until then we can only speculste.

Ho. 5 - 1 have carefully noted your remarks on the comparison of No. 5 to Ro, 4,
It is true that neither of these copies show the little side scratch at left = but I can
show you positions in the right pane of Plate 7 which show thst small line whereas other
positions in the same pané show no trace of it. Thore are many odd things like this in
the study of the TVpe 3 sfamps and it ie these warious, pu?zles thet make the plates very
interesting. i

I note that lirs. Fortgang snd you plan to aceompany the Heinkens on their trip
to Cincinnati on the 29th. That is fine and we will try to make your visit very lnjeyhblo¢

With best wiah‘a e Cordially yours,



. No. 19844 C.S.A. No. 483 S.A. Mo, 12527

Yack £. Molesmorth

Dl\ila’celic Broke‘r-
102 Bedcon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

May 26, 1952

"Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

E Dear Stan,

Thank you for your prompt return on the "July 3" 1¢
1851 cover. My retail price on this cover is $85.00,
but I would be glad to sent it along to you at a net
price of $75.00. Advise if you are interested .

I have one retail client to whom I shall be offering

it this week, but seriocusly doubt that he will have any
interest.

wishes,

e Molesworth

JEM/ecf /




STAMLEY B. ASHBROOK
R QR Boxeal
33 N. Ft: Thomas Ave.,

FORT THOMAS, - -
3 May 29, 1952.

Mr. Morris Fortgang,
114 East 84th St.,
New York 28, N.Y.
Dear Morris:
I have located a mate to your 1¢ 1851 cover as follows -
A blue folded letter from Boston to New York with a horizontal strip
of three of the l¢ stamp canceled with three red grids (round).

The postmark reads: "BOSTON 3 JUL - 3CTS." The letter inside is

dated Boston July 3, 185l. The strip is the very interesting posi-
tions of 98R1E - 99R1E and 100R1E, This is offered to me @ $85.00
and I can offer it to you subject to sale plus 10%.

If interested please advise me by return air mail.

I am listing and describing this cover in the Service Ilssue
which I am preparing at the present time.

With best wishes -




C.C.N.Y. No. 2958
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Jark £. Molesmnrth

B.N.A.P.S. No. 776
SP.A. Xo. 12627

Dl’\ilatelic Brol{er
102 Beacon
' B @y B HBoston 16, Massachusetts
3125” ‘ . o >
m'l‘s‘ Ty Date..JUne 9, 1252
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114 Eest g4th St.,
New York, 2%, ¥.Y.
June 9, 1952.
Deer Stenley:
! Your Speciel Service is unquestionably the most velusble
philetelic limérature produced todey. I wouldn't be without it et
eny price. Enclosed is my check covering renewsl of my subscription.
If the July 2 cover is from Jeck Molesworth - &nd if the
strip of three is not tied ‘to cover, end if one of the stamps is badly
creesed where the cover wes foided - then I would rether not have it.
In my next letter, I shall enclose some stemps that I
suspect gome from Plete 5 - and give you my re&sons why I believe Plate
wes entered by two trensfer rolls:
(1) Trensfer Roll #4, end
(2) Trencsfer Roll #3A.
My theory is thet %A wes mede immedietely efter #3 -. Certein Reliefs
on this roll show combinstione of side scretches thet sre different from
those of Roll #4.

Mre.F. end I sre heppy thet you eare feeline better, &nd we

extend our kindest regerds to Mrs.A. end you.

Sincerely yours,

=8

Z



———

LA

June 11’ 19520

Mr. Morris Fortgang,
114 East 84th St.,
New York 28, N,Y.

Dear Morris:

You are ouite right, the l¢ 1851 cover is the one owned by
Jack Molesworth - 1 have it here on my desk snd am returning it to him,
Regardless of the condition, I think the cover is worth his price as
so very few One Cent covers are known used so early. As far as I am
gwagerned I don't see that it makes much difference if a cover was used
on the first, the second or the third or fifth, but, of course, when it
comes to the One Cent I am very prejudiced in its favor and I see it in
an entirely different light than anyone else. With full appreciation
of this weakness I think anyone is perfectly justified if they differ
with me on values, condition, desirability or most any other point.

I haven't. the slightest doubt that the strip originated on this
cover = though it is not tied - further one stamp has a bad crease -
this is indeed a bad feature - but the strip is 98-99 and 100R and the use
is July 3, 1851 and darn it all - I like it - but I'1ll admit I am very
prejudiced and one would be foolish to take my advice. Incidentally you
‘middably noticed that I mentioned this cover in my current Service Issue
and just in case, (mind you - just in case) you might change your mind, I
am going to hold the cover - Send me an air special if you do. Jack's
price is $85.00 and if you don't care to pay me a commission it will be
Okay °

Thanks very much Morris for your check for £100 for your 1952~
1953 subscription to my Special Service. Did you note my reference to the
JR1E in the current issue? It will be interesting to see what Costales
does about that stamp. I have indisputable proof - photographic - of the
repaired damage - I dare him to offer it as a "superb" copy. There is
far too much crooked stuff going on and it is sickening - but like the
weather - everyone talks about it - but no one does anything,.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,
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ESTABLISHED 1866

DIRECTORS:
A. J. HILL - B, J. CASE
H. W, HILL - H. P. HILL
R. M. FLEMING - E. A. REINKE
E. G. LANI;E - C. M. CASE, JR.
©O. H. ENGLUND - A. E. cox
S. J. MIROCHA

TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191
TELETYPE MP-347

292.26 SECOND STREET SO.
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

TRADE MARK

6-16=52

Dear Stenj

Have been away on business in Iowa for two weeks and so have done
but little with my stemps. Ezra Cole was successful in getting from the Keffer
sale Lots, I25, I30, I36, 224 and 396. On bt 2I0 I told him it probably would
sell for eround 600,00, At 550.00 with no evidence it would ease up in the bidding
he stoppede I had told him to buy it for me but from my telephone conversation
with him I learned that they had a2 meil bid that weas way too high to his thinking
end mine end so let it go. Vell someday it will come up agein,

I am enclosing two covers, The one to Marseille with the pair I am
quite sure is a fake. I bought I Marseille three years ego. What is your opinion.
The other cover I have just received from Paris with 5¢ 5I to Bordeaux via
British Royal ¥ail. What do you think of it.

Regards
Py

J ‘fw. ~ ﬁ/



June 20, 1952,

Mr, Henry W. Hill,
20-26 - 2nd S%. South,
' Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Henry:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 16th., The 5¢ 1856 cover
is absolutely okay in my opinion and I have signed it on the back. It is a
late use before the U.S.-French Treaty went into effect - (effective aApr. 1,
1857). It has the "G.B. 1 F 60C" marking. This did not appear on U, S. Mail
to France until Januery lst, 1857 and it was only in use for three months.
While the stamp is a bit close at right, I think it is quite a nice copy = good
color, etc.

Regarding the other cover - I checked the year dates very carefully
and the use was sctually in October 1860, I beliieve that this pair wes origihally
a strip of three and that the third stamp to left was removed because it had a
bad crease. This color of brown would be correct for October of 1860. The red
grid om the pair sppears to be genuine - a ringless grid. In October of 1860 a
ringless grid was used at New York on mail to England and France. Of course, the
original rate was 15¢ as the New York postmerk proves. Thus taking all the above
evidence into sonsideration I believe that the pair originated on this cover but
that it was originally a strip of three. Had this pair not originated on this
cover 1 think a faker could not have resisted the temptation to tie it to the
cover, 1 have signed it on the back,

Regarding Lot 210 in the Keffer sale. I am quite sure that Ezra acted
on his better judgement and was of the opinion that the cover was not worth a
high price because he was under the impression it was two strips of three rather
than a strip of six. I have no desire to question his opinion but I examined that
cover before the sale and I was convinced it was a strip of six. Since the sale
I wrote Keffer and a letter received this week assured me it was a strip of six -
not twe strips of three - All of this is just for the record because it is now
too late to do anything. Such errors are bound to occur and no blame can be
attachad. One thing is sure - someone got a real bargain in that cover because it
is unijue and a very great rarity.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D. .
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

ALBERT BUILDING
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE 6120




~ June 20, 1952,

r. W. Scott Polland,
\ Albert Bldg.,
San ‘Rafael, Calif,

tor:

Herewith the 4¢ rate to France in July 1870. Yes, you are cuite
right and this 1s a very pretty little item - very neat - etc, This rate was
in effect in the first seven months of 1870 and it merely paid the U. 5. rate
to Englend, that is, to the British frontier, rather than &nside England,

In other words, no British rate involved in the payment. At that time, the
rate to England was 6¢ and was supposed to represent -

2¢ U, S,
2¢ Sea
2¢ British,

Thus you can see why a pay of 4¢, Affer arriving in England the letter was then
rated the same as a letter originating in England and unpaid, that is, under the
Anglo-French Treaty. The odd curly kew is the French due marking "5 Gecimes.
The "G B 400" related to a charge to be made under the Anglo-French Troét%, and
not to the total postage due, It applied to this class of mail from the U,S,
Bear in mind that our Treaty with France expired as of Dec. 31, 1869 and st this
time we had no postal treaty with that country.

A nice way to find these 4¢ rates is with & 3¢ and 1l¢ 1869 < It is
surprising how rare such covers really are - Another nice ecombinstion is a pair
of Black Jacks - 1867 grill or a pair of 2¢ Bank Notes or better still a 1¢ and
3¢ Bank Note, I do not recall sceing any covers with four l¢ stamps.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,




