Scrapbook No. 18 October 1849 — March 30, 1850

e

A. Expositions

1. Michael Newbury Re: Announcements

2 Philatelic Foundation Re: Philip Ward

3 Gordon Harmer Re: Trial Proofs

4, Blank

5 D.K. Grieve

6. John K. Bash Re: Hawaii covers

7. L.L. Shenfield Re: Repeal stamp

8. Erwin Agnew Fiero Re: 5¢ 1857 Type | Block of 9

9. J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 30¢ 1860 cover to France

10. | Henry Meyer Re: N.Y. April 13,1816 marked “Steamboat”
11. | Philatelic Foundation Re: 90¢ August trial cancel, 30¢ 1869 cover
12. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Prisoner cover, Charleston July 13, 1864
13. | Doy L. McCall Re: Confederates living in Brazil

14. | E.T. Merrill Re: Fake covers

15. | E.D.Warshauer Re: 19¢ rate to Sweden

16. | Otto Bacher Re: Fake 5¢ orange brown cover

17. | Thomas Parks, Philip Ward

18. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Hancock paste-up, Confederate P.M.P
19. | Harold Stark Re: 10¢ 1855 Block of 8

20. | Earl Antrim Re: Confederates

21. | Blank

22. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Fake cancels on Confederates

23. | Ezra Cole Re: 10¢ 1857

24. | Dr. Carroll Chase Re: Express Mails

25. | R.M. Wilkinson Re: Richard Prison, Columbia S.C.

26. | Sylvester Colby Re: 7RIE

27. | Willard C. Jackson Re: 15¢ 1869 cover

28. | Herman Herst Re: 30¢ 1869 cover

29. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: N.O. P.O. and “Steam 7”

30. | Chas. M. Putnam Jr. Re: Fake 5¢ 1847 cover

31. | Van Dyk MacBride Re: Confederate covers to France from or thru Old Point Comfort
32. | H.W. Stark Re: Ship Letter

33. | Donald MacGregor Re: Registered “5%” credit

34. | George Linn Re: Cole 3¢ 1861 Baltimore cover

35. | Edgar B. Jessup Re: 90¢ 1861 S.F. cog on piece

36. | Eugene Jaegar Re: 4 covers

37. | Earl Antrim Re: 10¢ Nashville Adams Express

38. | Blank

39. | J.G. Fleckenstein Re: 1¢ 1851 vertical strip of 3

40. | H.T. Zinsmeister Re: BNA Reproductions

41. | Re: Trans-Miss. News and mail conditions

42. | Robson Lowe Re: 5¢ 1847 Tallahassee precancel

43. | M.C. Blake Re: 4 covers

44. | Ezra D. Cole Re: 10¢ 1857 cover to Russia
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Clinton B. Vanderbilt Re: 5¢ rate to Australia
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EXHIBITORS
FRAMES SECTION 1

1-3 MILTON F. COHEN
New York Postmaster Provisionals.
Completely plated; Essays and Color Proofs €

4-14 DONALD F, STEELE
Virtually complete collection of 19th
Century U.S. including many minor varities,
blocks, covers. Album pages, hand made
lettered and illustrated by owner.

15-16 ALAN E., WASEOR
Overrun Countries Series Type collection.
Singles, blocks, name plates, First Day
Favor Sheets. Precancels, registration
markings, V-E and V-J Day covers.

17-21 RUDOLPH B. WEILER
Canal Zone: Highly specialized, together
with 1ts philatelic history.

22 MAJOR CHARLES L. LANE
The Famous American Series of 1940.
Arranged in 14 sheets having a design motif
characteristic of each individual group.

23 MAJOR CHARLES L. LANE
Selected stamps subsequent to 1940 of
Statehood Issues and items associated
with World War II.

24-29 HELEN H. STOCKTON
Hawaii Stamps: Covers, Postal Stationary.

30-32 J. FRANK BRACELAND
Plate Numbers 2¢ Denomination 1894 to 1949

33=-34 R. H. DIAMENT
Mint and used Plate Singles.

55=37 EDWARD J. MATHIAS
Selected pages from a Plate Number Collection



SECTION 1. continued

38 FREDERICK BACHMAN
Plate Numbers.

39-40 H. R. PALMER b
A few matched plate numbers of 1948.

41-45 WILLIAM H. FRANCKE
Plate Number Collecting.

SECTION 2

46-52 GEORGE H., DEUBLE
First Issue U.S. Revenues, perforated,
proofs, singles complete, pairs, multiples,
bil-sected Revenues on Documents and the
only known sheet of the 25¢ Power of
Attorney.

53"54 W. Eo EGBERT’ MoDo

Bureau Print Coll pairs, issued by the
Oldest City in Pennsylvania: Chester.

SECTION 3

55-58 GERHARDT "BILL" KAUFMANN
Trans-oceanic Flights by Amundson, Post
stc., including a complete collection of
R. E. Byrd flights over both poles.

59-63 JOHN J. BRITT
Air Mail Essays and Proofs of the World,
including artists' drawlngs, stages of
development, etc..

64-72 WILLIAM C. WEBB
Liechtenstein, Air Mail Stamps and Covers,
including Special and Zeppelin Flights.

73-74 ROBERT L. JONES
Little Acorns on the Way.




SECTION 3. continued

76=T7 SAMUEL S. GOLDSTICKER, JR.
: Wings Over Texas. An Aero Philatelic
history of the growth of Pioneer Alrlines,
America's First Feeder Airline,

78 HERMAN KLEINERT
Zeppelin Covers.

79-87 JOHN R. DILWORTH
Rocket Stamps.

88-91 JOHN N, MYERS
Columbia: 1920 issue of the Companlia
Colombiana de Nevegation Aerea. The first
Alr Mail stamps issued in Latin America.

92 FLORENCE KLEINERT
Air Letter Sheets; featuring Iraq No. 1

93-94 MARILYN AUGUST
"Helicopters on the Horizon"
Pioneer, Experimental, Special, Governmental
and CAM Helicopter Flights.

SECTION 4
95-99 JOSEPH MANDOS

Guatemale: Specialized from Pre-Stamped
to 20th Century 1ssues.

100-102 JAMES D. WOODWARD
Mexico.
SECTION 5
102=107 STEPHEN G. RICH

Natal: A comprehensive coverage of this
colony

-y




SECTION 5. continued

108-117 MARJIE VARNER WAMSLEY
Cross section from a highly specialized
collection of New Zealand. Pages hand
lettered by exhibitor. o

118-119 ARCHIE MYERS
English stampless covers.

120 GEORGE N. WENDT
Modern British History on Postage Stamps.
British Commermoratives from Edward VIII
| to British Wedding.
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SECTION 6

121-123 _ DR. H. M. BARNHART
Prussia. Complete in singles and pairs,
containing many strips, blocks and covers
specialized,

124-126 DR. HANS NIELSEN
Sardinia. Stampless covers and letters as
well as stamps on and off covers and
varieties,

127-138B BERNARD DAVIS
Token Exhibit or Postal History on Cover
of every one of the French Colonies.

139-141 ANGELO J. ZAPPACOSTA
Vatican City: Vovers and Postal Stationary.

142-146 DR. LOUIS A. SOROKIN
Historical Significance of Russian Issues
1947-1949. Illustrated.

\
|
|
} 147-152 HANS WELTIN
} Russia 1857 to 1949.




SECTION 6. continued

153-155 GEORGE S. HILL
Austria and States: Postal History Material
Stamps "Used Abroad", Postmarks of Marchant
and Naval Vessels, Exhibitions, Military,etc..

156 SCHOLZ
Germany: Se-tenant and Tete-bache.

157-158 LILLIAN M. WATERS
Semi-Postals of France 1939-1948.

159~164 FREDERICK HIEBER
Selected pages from Collection of Stamps
of France with millesime numbers,

165-166 WILLARD P. SNYDER
A complete collection of Danzig.
Comprising every major catalog number as
listed in Scotts Catalog.

167-170 GLADYS M. BUSHELL
Stamps of the Over-Run Nations of Europe.
Prior to and following World War II.

SECTION 7

171-180 HERMAN RUDENSTEIN
New State of Israel and Interm Period.

SECTION 8

181-182 JOHANNA E., RICH
Equines: Pages showing the horse family.
The animal kingdom on stamps.

- 183-186 C. TURNER NEARING

3 Music & Musicians: Stamps of the World
honoring National HAnthems, Composers and
Noted Musicians.
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187~

189

190

191

192~

200

201

202~

204

205-

207~

210

SECTION 8. continued
188 SIDNEY LAKE
Special exhibit made to interest non-collectors
and make more collectors.

o5

ANNE THORNTON
Bird Stamps and Bird Postmarks.

THOMAS H. MAYBERRY, JR.
Proofs from an Americana Collection.

THOMAS H. BROOMALL
The Declaration of Independence and 1its
Signers on U.S. Stamps. From a collection
of Basic U.S.

199 WILLIAM M. WILSON
Flags, Stamps, Covers and Cancellations.

H. HARRINGTON YULE
Masonry in Stamps: Famous Americans who
have thelir portrait on stamps.

MARGARET S. BURNHAM
American Flag in Philately.

203 RUTH T. SMITH
Stamps Honoring Music and Musiclans.

SECTION 9

JULIUS RUZINSKY
Autograph covers.

206 VINCENT A. DE MASE
A Collection of stamps and covers of
"Little America" The 2nd Byrd Expedition.

209 GEORGE J., SCHULTZE
V-Mail Greetings.

HARRY SMUCKLER
U.S. National Christman Seals, Selected pages.




SECTION 9. continued

211 JOAN PRESTON
Stamps Issued Commemorating 150 Anniversary
on U. S. Constitution. Complete mint inc. error

o5

212 JOSEPH CURIN
New York World Fair Stamps 1939-1940.

213-214 MRS. B. CRAIN
Methods of Mall Transport. ‘

215-216 WILLIAM M. WILSON
S.E.P.A.D.; Seals and meters.

54A-54B JOHN C. DICKEL
Precancels.

94A-94C FRANK E. ADAMS
'Australian Commonwealth. Pioneer Flights
and First Flight Covers.

180A HENRY WOLFF
Chinese Provisionals - War Overprints and
printing.

170A WILLIAM N. REES

Dutch East Indies.



Chapter 18

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Life Chapter 12

¢

Season 1949-50 Program

Meetings: second Wednesday of each month - 8 P. M.
at the NATIONAL PHILATELIC MUSEUM, INC.
2043-45 North Broad Street,; Philadelphia.
'

Visitors and’ £riends always welcome!

The entertainment for this season's meetings has been
delegated to the following members. You may be sure
that each one will provide an evening of enjoyment
worthy of your attendance.

Mr.Ralph Holtsizer--September 14,1949 Dr. I. Lipkin--February 8,1950
Mr.Lawrence Appleton--October 12,1949 Mr. A. V. Nichol--March 8, 1950
Mr.Harry M. Buten--November 9, 1949 Mr. Julius H. Tolson--April 12,1950
Mr.Bernard Davis--December 14, 1949 Mr. Wm. M. Wilson--May 10, 1950
Dr.W. E. Egbert--January 11, 1950 Mr. G. B. Llewellyn--June 14, 1950

Refreshments will usually be served following the meetings.

CHAPTER 18 OFFICERS

President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer
Earl P.L.Apfelbaum Donald M. Steele P.Harbot Sanville Wm. M. Wilson

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Thomas F. Armstrong, Jr. Arthur Pierce

Jere. Hess Barr Bernard Davis Mrs.S.Franklin Sharpless
Harry M. Buten John T. Fite W. Brinkley Turner
George W. Caldwell Ralph Holtsizer Julius Windner

Membership 18 open to all stamp collectors approved
by our Membership Committee. It 1s not necessary

to be a member of the National American Philatelilc

Society to Join our local chapter.




LIST OF ACTIVE MEMBERS AS OF AUGUST 15, 1242

William M. Allen
621 E. Mount Airy Avenue
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania

David F. Allison
Spread Eagle
Wayne, Pennsylvania

William E. Andersen
113 Station Avenue
North Hills, Pennsylvanila

Earl P, L. Apfelbaum
1416-1428 South Penn Square
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

Martin L. Apfelbaum
615 Boyer Road
Cheltenham, Pennsylvania

Lawrence Appleton
218 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Thomas F. Armstrong, Jr.
(Past President)
Susquehanna University
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania

Joseph Baeder
2010 N. 32nd Street
Philadelphia 21, Pennsylvania

Jere. Hess Barr

533 Penn Street

Reading, Pennsylvania
Gregory Baugher

Somerton

Philadelphia 16, Pennsylvania

Milford Bendiner, Esq.

(Past Presidert)

123 South Broad Street
Philadelphia 9, Pennsylvania

William McP. Bigelow
1525 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

Al. D. Bluver
1928 North 30th Street
Philadelphia 21, Pennsylvania

Charles E. Brinton
625 North Washington Avenue
Moorestown, New Jersey

Joseph Brobston
Nazareth
Pennsylvania

Harry M. Buten
246 North Bowman Avenue
Merion, Pennsylvania

Max Buten
246 Horth Bowman Avenue
Merion, Pennsylvania

George W. Caldwell
5512 Hadfield Street
Philadelphia 43, Pennaylvania

Major Aaron E. Carpenter
804 Westview Avenue
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania

Milton F. Cohen
4720 Oxford Avenue
Philadelphia 24, Pennsylvania

Mrs. Mary Garretson Cook
Strath Haven Inn

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

Mrs. Philip L. Corson

Box 220

Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania

Bernard Davis
1520 Spruce Street
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

Miss Helen N. DeHaven
100 West Montgomery Avenue
Ardmore, Pennsylvania

George H. Dernoeden
1318 Pennington Road
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania

Vincent Domanski, Jr.
4545 North Carlisle Street
Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania

Christian L. Dull
533 South High Street
West Chester, Pennsylvania

Dr. W. E. Egbert
601 East 13th Street
Chester, Pennsylvania

John T. Fite

(Past President)

Box 718, Wm. Penn Annex
Philadelphia 5, Pennsylvania
W. H. Francke

6041 Latona Street
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania

wWalter D, Fuller
Curtis Publishing Company
Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Pa.

Henry C. Gibson
P. 0. Box Tk
Jenkintown, Pennsylvanla

Henry Gieseke
The Chatham, 20th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Lester S, Glass
1831 Glenifer Street
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania

Frank H. Gloeckner
1315 Cherry Street
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania

John J. Goldy
6108 North 11th Street
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania



Guy Gundaker
5707 Thomas Avenue
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania

J. Arthur Hess
4951 Lancaster Avenue
Philadelphlia 31, Pennsylvania

Frank A. Hollowbush
17 Spier Avenue
Allenhurst, New Jersey .

Ralph Holtsizer
5428 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 39, Pennsylvania

H, Prancis Jackson
6637 Upland Street
Philadelphia 42, Pennsylvania

William F. Jennings
7505 Boyer Street
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania

Benjamin Jumper
5935 Elsinore Street
Philadelphia 20, Pennsylvania

Dr. Morris Katz
101 North Narberth Avenue
Narberth, Pennsylvania

Ray Kershner
1311 St. Vincent Street
Philadelphia 11, Pennsylvania

Mrs, Sara Conover Klein
44 North 50th Street
Philadelphia 39, Pennsylvania

Dr., Isidore Lipkin
157 West Main Street
Pennsgrove, New Jersey

Mrs. Phyllis Lipkin
157 West Main Street
Pennsgrove, New Jerzey

George B. Llewellyn
3319 Friendship Street
Philadelphia 24, Pennsylvania

Paul R. McCoy
1421 Arch Street
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

R. D. MacGuffin
290 Brookway Avenue
Merion, Pennsylvania

Joseph Mandos
6816 Paschall Avenue
Philadelphia 42, Pennsylvania

. Charles P. Maule
‘2500 South Street
»Philadelphia 46, Pennsylvania

Arthur V. Nichol
8233 New Second Btreet
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania

William J. Pickens
Marlton Pike, R. F. D.
Haddonfield, New Jersey

Arthur D, Pierce
Box 1
Haddonfield, New Jersey

C. B. Rios
8 North Swarthmore Avenue
Ridley Park, Pennsylvania

H. Hansell Ritter
134 Mount Airy Avenue
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania

Mrs. Carrie G. Robinson
6204 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia 44, Pennsylvania

Edith Rolfe
100 Montgomery Avenue
Ardmore, Pennsylvania

Robert Rosenbaum
8105 Brookside Road
Elkins Park 17, Pennsylvania

P. Harbot Sanville
106 Walnut Street
Haddonfield, New Jersey

Mrs. S. Franklin Sharpless
1714 Locust Street
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Irving I. Shindler
4140 Hellerman Street
Philadelphia 36, Pennsylvania

Donald M. Steele
430 Vernon Road
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

John L. Steele, Jr.
Edgehill Court Apt. A-8
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania

Claude W. Taylor
912 Fox Building
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Paul C. Thomson, Jr.
634 Thomas Avenue
Riverton, N. J.

Julius H. Tolson, Esq.
902 Finance Building
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

C. Brinkley Turner

(Past President)

307 Hamilton Road
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania

J. Hanley Wilkers

501 Station Avenue

Haddon Heights, New Jersey

William M. Wilson
2208 E. Cumberland Street
Philadelphia 25, Pennsylvania

Julius Windner
1728 Marlton Avenue
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania

John Dilworth Woodward
Box 6, Clifton Heights
Pennsylvania



This organization is the oldest stamp
collectors' club in the Philadelphia area.
It was formed about the beginning of the
century and has functioned continuously since.
Among 1ts members have been many of the
great names of Philately. A 148t of  ‘the
events and programs that have been sponsored
through the years would be a chronology of
stamp collecting. The socilal 1life of our
avocation has been furthered many times with
parties and dinners where collectors and their
families can meet each other in pleasing social
surroundings. If these things appeal to you,
and you are not one of our members, we invite

you to Join with us.




MICHAEL NEWBURY
38 SouTH DEARBORN STREET
CHicAcO-3

February 9, 1950

Dear Stan:

I spoke to Ben Newman immediately after
Uncle Saul passed away, as he called me up to tell me
that you had been in touch with him. I know very well
how you feel, and how you felt about Mr., Newbury, and
believe me when I tell you that there was no use of your
coming up here for the services, as they were strictly
private, at the request of Mrs. Newbury. I wish more
people could have been there, as it was a beautiful
ceremony, and while I have been to many funerals, I have
never heard a more beautiful service.

As you well know, I am quite swamped with
detalls in regard to the estate and it will be awhile
before things start to level off.

I hope to, because I know I can, count on
you for help and assistance as formerly, and,without your
saying this, Iwant you to know I shall call on you for it
whenever I feel in need of it.

Let's not get out of touch with one another.

Sincerely,

Dt

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky




Peb. 17, 1950,

Mr, Michael Newbury,
38 South Dearborn St., ;
Chicago 3, Ill,

Dear Mikei
Thanks for your good l:«tter of the Oth.

I did like that last line in your letter
and I sincerely trust that we can keep in touch
with one anotheres Just because Z.M, has passed on
to non-philatelic fields is no reason why I should
not s¢6 you as often as In the old dayses Whenever
I get up to Chieago in the futnre, I trust we can
have :hmch togother.

I don't have Lo assure you that you can
count on me for any asslstance you night need.

With every good wish -
Cordially yours,




C. W. BROOKS. VICE-PRESIDENT H. C. BROOKS. PRESIDENT N. B. SIMONS, SECRETARY
E. E. BROOKS, VICE-PRESIDENT B. B. RICHARDS TREASURER

BROUKS!APPEIANCE; COIMPANY, INE.,

FOUNDED 1880
FOREIGN %
BRANCH OFFICES MANUFACTURERS OF & DOMESTIC
ENGLAND: BRANCH OFFICES

LONDON. 80 CHANCERY LANE SURGICALAND ORTHOPEDIC APPLIANCES T

MANCHESTER. STEVENSON SQUARE 500 FIFTH AVENUE
HOLLAND:

M aTERD AN SINGE 25 MARSHALL, MICHIGAN P gl 140

ARGENTINE:
BUENOS AIRES. BME MITRE 44|

March 9, 1950

Dear Harry:

G?ova‘)
After I had handed the enclosed card to my .

son Craig, to prove that I was a "Fellow," -

in fact a "jolly good" fellow, he only QF The
commented, "why couldn't the Honorable Secretary ~ QO)’AL
have s%gned it instead of using a cheap rubber

stamp?

Please don't bother to return it, my wallet now
is carrying far too many cards.

G%}denti%lz, if I were in London in May
may have to go over on business, our
Managing Director who is also my wife's brother,
being apparently in a dying condition) - I never

would go near the R.P.S.L. Why? Mainly because ) Suphos

of the stuffed shirt posture of one of its . He Refes
frinc:lpal heads, who never deigns to answer o
etters from a brother "Fellow."” » 'S;RJohn

Matter of fact, considering the burden of our
taxes, a portion of which goes over there to
bolster their rotten economical system, for which
in return we receive only ill-mannered, supercilious
comment, I say, down with the whole damn lot. At
He Lwer, ——one time I was an Anglophile, but my opinion of :
In Londew those people has materially ¢ ed. When transplanted

Fow to the U,S.A, they make, in the 2nd generation, fine
e citizens. But over there, in their native habiut.

s they are insufferable. I find more and more people

7, ‘ reaching that same conclusion. However, I really

like Frank Codden, perhaps because he fascinates me.
When I look at Frank, it is always at the juicg
mouth corners. He is one of the few adults I have
known who actually drools....."and as I was saying to
his Majesty," .....€tc, etc,

Best wishes to you and Marian,
Sincerely, DOCK
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RecePﬁon
immetlia(c!y rouowing the ceremony
310 North Kalamazoo Avenue



Mr.and Mrs.Harold ‘Craig Brooks

re«luest the ]10nonr of  your presence
at the marriage of their tlaugllter
Emib' Wrigllt
to

Mr. Gerald Borradaile Hatch
on Frul‘v' evening, the second of Angnsﬂ
at lml[' after seven o’clocl(

Truuv' EPiscoPal Church
Marsl\au,Miclﬁgan
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AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SEPAQ MERIT AWARD COMMITTEE TAKE
PLEASURE IN ADVISING YOU OF YOUR SELECTION TO
RECEIVE THE 1949 NATIONAL AWARD STOP THE PRESENTATION
WILL TAKE PLACE AT OUR DINNER ON THE EVENING OF
NOVEMBER 19 STOP IF IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU T0 /(
ATTEND COULD YOU PERHAPS HAVE A FRIEND ug?fLig:wcaTq a‘jr
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Aisaciated Slam/a C)/uéd o/ _S’ouf/wadlern /9 enndyzxanié and :be/aware

Affiliated with the NATIONAL FEDERATION of STAMP CLUBS, Inc.

November 16, 1949

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 Ne Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Sorry for the delay in advising you of your selection
to receive the 1949 Sepad Award, We usually settle this detall
early, but this year we were delayed.

The Sepad Merilt Award was started some years ago and
we select each year one person locally and one nationally to
receive the awards, Last year Dr. Chase received the National
Award, while the year before the National Award was given to
Mr. Hugh Clark.

As you can note from the directory enclosed, Sepad
consists of clubs in Southeest Pennsylvanla and Delaware, 1is
a governoring club for presenting each year, a stamp show,
This year is our twelfth show.

We are sorry that conditions prevent your attendance,
but the award will be sent you shortly after November 19th.

Sincerely,

// /?3 TN

WMW/sv W. M. Wilson

Enc. Dgrectory




DIRECTORY
L2

Stamp Clubs
Philadelphia and Vicinity

Distributed by

L T N 2 e
Associated Stamp Clubs of

South-eastern Pennsyloania

and Delaware

Meets 3rd Thursday, 8 P. M.
Central Y. M. C. A., 1421 Arch St., Phila.




PHILADELPHIA CLUBS
A. P. S. CHAPTER NO. 18
Meets Second Wednesday Evening
Art Alliance, 251 S. 18th Street
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meets 2nd and 4th Thursday Evenings
1308 Drury Street, Philadelphia
BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY
Meets First Thursday Evening
7934 Pickering Street
FRANKFORD ARSENAL STAMP CLUB
A. P. S. 242
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Arsenal
HAMILTON STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesday Evenings
Optimist Club, 7021 Garrett Road, Upper Darby, Pa.
INSURANCE STAMP CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA
Meets Third Thursday Each Month
401 Walnut Street
KEYSTONE STAMP CLUB
Meets every Friday Evening
Y.M.C.A., 1421 Arch Street
MIZPAH CORR. AND EXCHANGE CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Monday Evenings
5404 North 5th Street
NORTH EAST STAMP CLUB
Meets every Monday Evening
3731 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia
OLNEY STAMP CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday Evenings
5317 North 5th Street, Philadelphia
OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesday Evenings
1661 Harrison Street
PENN PRECANCEL CLUB
. Call or write, John C. Dickel
6711 Souder Street, Phila. 24, Pa.
PHILADELPHIA AIR MAIL SOCIETY
Meets 2nd Thursday Evening Each Month
702 W. Venango Street, Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA ELECT. E. A. STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd and 4th Friday Evenings
Edison Blda., 9th and Sansom S!s., Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA PLATE NUMBER COLLECTORS
Meets First Thursday Evening
345 S. 18th Street



PHILADELPHIA STAMP & COVER CLUB
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday Evenings
Grand Fraternity Bldg., 1626 Arch Street
PHILADELPHIA WOMENS STAMP CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesday
1622 Locust Street, Philadelphia
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF DRESDEN
Meets Second Tuesday Evening
1219 N. 7th Street, Philadelphia
SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB, CHAPTER II
Meets 1st and 3rd Friday Evenings
317 S. 15th Street, Philadelphia

PENNSYLVANIA CLUBS
ADMIRAL BYRD STAMP AND COIN CLUB, Reading, Pa.
Meets every Tuesday Evening
Y.M.C.A.. Room 5. Reading, Pa.
ALLENTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meets First and Third Friday Evenings
Y.M.C.A., Allentown, Pa.
BETHLEHEM PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meets First Tuesday Evening
535 Main Street, Bethlehem, Pa.
CHESTER STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesday Evenings
Y. W. C. A., 7th & Sproul Sts., Chester, Pa.
FLEETWOOD STAMP CLUB
Fire House, Fleetwood, Pa.
HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP STAMP CLUB
Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdayv Evenings
Municipal Bldg., Oakmont, Pa.
LANSDOWNE STAMP CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Friday Evenings
Owen and Stratford Aves., Lansdowne, Pa.
LOWER MERION STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays
American Legion Hall, Windsor Avenue, Narberth, Pa.
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GLENSIDE
Meets 2nd and 4th Friday Evenings
War Memorial Bldg., Keswick and Waverly Rds.
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LANCASTER CO.
Write Marion B. Walker
144 E. Chesinut St., Lancaster, Pa.
POTTSTOWN STAMP CLUB
Write Karl S. Johnson
864 N. Evans Street, Potistown, Pa.



READING STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays
128 N. 5th Street, Reading, Pa.
WEST CHESTER STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd Tuesday and 4th Thursday Evenings
Municipal Bldg., West Chester, Pa.

NEW JERSEY CLUBS
SOJEX
ASSOC. OF SOUTH JERSEY STAMP CLUBS
Meets Last Monday Evening, Each Month
Walt Whitman Hotel, Camden, N. J.
ATLANTIC CITY STAMP CLUB
First and Third Thursdays, Hotel Traymore
BRIDGETON STAMP CLUB
Second and Fourth Thursdays, Y. M. C. A.
COURIER-POST STAMP CLUB
Courier-Post, Camden, N. J.
CAMDEN Y. M. C. A. STAMP CLUB
Every Thursday, 615 Federal St.
GLOUCESTER STAMP CLUB
Alternate Tuesdays, Members’ Homes
HADDONFIELD STAMP CLUB
First Wednesday, Borough Hall
HADDON HEIGHTS STAMP CLUB
Third Friday, Legion Hall
MERCHANTVILLE STAMP CLUB
First Thursday, Grace Church
MOORESTOWN—A. P. S. CHAPTER 154
Second Friday, Community House
SOUTH JERSEY WOMEN'S STAMP CLUB
4th & Linden Sts., Camden
First Monday, North Baptist Church Library
TILLICUM STAMP CLUB—CAMDEN
Third Sunday, Members’ Homes
VINELAND STAMP CLUB
Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 307 S. 2nd St.
WOODBURY STAMP CLUB
" Alternate Tuesdays, Members’ Homes

DELAWARE CLUBS
“Y"” STAMP CLUB
Meets 2nd & 4th Monday Evenings
Y.M.C.A., 11th and Washington Sts., Wilmington, Del.
DUPONT STAMP CLUB
Meets Ist & 3rd Monday Evenings
Nemours Building, Wilmington, Del.



DISCOUNT TICKET

World’s most EXCITING
and UNUSUAL Show

1000 HOBBIES
BIG STAGE ATTRACTIONS
5 SHOWS DAILY
CONTINUOUS EXHIBITIONS
of

Photo Festival

Home Workshops

Model R. R. Roundhouse
Women'’s Homecrafts
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Sewing — Weaving
Stamps — Coins
Arts — Crafts
Model Planes
Boats — Cars
Hom Radio
Television

Hobby Collections
Contests - Prizes

EXPOSITION

COMMERCIAL
MUSEUM

PHILADELPHIA
Daily — 1 p.m. to 1} p.m.
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS, INCOR.
533 PENN STREET, READING, PA.

Member No. ________,A_______
Issued to _____ Stanley B. Ashbrook

Dues pald to ]uly 1, Y1008
.FrED A. HAWKINS
JERE HESS BARR Bl I BGLL

President Secretary

Member’s Signature
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.



THE

./4merican /9 Ai/afe/ic Sociely

This is to Certify that

Stanley B. Ashbrook No. 2497
is a member in good standing to July first,

1950
H. oy Thsoner

Executive Secretary ‘

Signature of Member



THE

./4merican /?Li/ate[ic Societg
5

-

Signature of Member /-/ c Z‘

Executive Secretary A






Ao gt ol
AW»&/L

zﬁt*’w%/
00 N He20 %‘4%%

/747



Amzouncz’ng the next meeting of the

Betroit Philatelic Society

We start our season of 1949-50 meetings on Saturday afternoon, September
24th with an informal social gathering at the Stark “Castle,”” 5668 Geddes Road
near Ann Arbor. You and your lady will be the guests of Harold and also of
Donald MacGregor, the same as last year. To those who want directions, a call
to me, and I‘ll help you out.

This notice comes to you plenty early; the stamp will explain why. When you
know for sure if you‘re going, and how many, mail the enclosed card, he would
like to know how to plan.

D. R. Heath, Secretary
651 Barrington, Grosse Pointe 30
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Mr. Lybarger Objecis

\
We have a letter from Mr. Lybarger, late president of the APS
wherein he asks us to print the letter which he sends. It is sent
with the intention of correcting the statement we made in the is-
sue of September 19, wherein we stated that the APS had close to
a quarter million dollars. There is no use in printing his letter since
the object of the letter is to correct the mistake we made and we
are glad to do that since Mr. Lybarger has now given us the figures
in a form in which they are understandable. We might say that we
were not alone in believing that the total funds of the APS were
close to a quarter million dollars as we stated. We have letters from
others and have seen other correspondence wherein the writers
were of the opinion that the sum was as we stated.

It seems however that we are incorrect.®T'he published state-
ment we had in mind was one by Mr. Warren J. Turner in the August
29 issue of Mekeels Weekly. From the statements in this article
we believed as did others that the total worth of the society was
approximately a quarter million dollars, to be exact around $223,-
000.00. Mr. Lybarger now explains in his letter that the funds of
ABOUT $91,000.00 are a part of the $130,816.64 which is the actual
worth of the society.

We are glad to make this correction and assure you that we
have no desire or intention to make statements which are inac-
curate or untrue. .

In the letter from Mr. Lybarger however, he does not com-
ment on the point we make that the society is authorized to oper-
ate but not for profit and if a surplus of over $130,000.00 is not
profit, then what is it? This money should be put into a fund of
some sort that could be used in some manner that wouid benefit
the membership and at the same time become a rotating fund that
would Yeplenish itself in the process and thus not actually be spent for
convention trips, but in a manner that would benefit all members.
Let it be understood that we have been a member of the APS for

near%y fifty years and we have seen but few worth while accomplish-
ments.
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Askbrooks Guests at !
Detroit Philatelic Societg s
“Season Opener” Meeting

THE opening meeting of the 1949-
1950 season of the Detroit Phila-
telic Society was held Sept. 24, 1949.
It was an afternoon and evening
party held at the country estate,
“Sans Souci,” of Mr. and Mrs. Har-
old Stark, five miles outside of Ann
Arbor, Mich.

For a number of years past the
members have been the guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Stark, assisted by Mr. and
Mrs. Donald MacGregor.

An elaborate buffet dinner was
served on a spacious veranda located
high above and overlooking the beau-
tiful Huron River.

During the afternoon and evening
the Stark specialized collection of
19th Century U. S. was on display.
This is quite an annual event as it
gives the members an opportunity to
inspect the many fine items added
to the collection since its previous
exhibition,

Out of town visitors were Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley B. Ashbrook of North-
ern Kentucky. Mr. Ashbrook added
to the interest of the party by exhib-
iting a fine lot of 19th Century cov-
ers from a well-known -collection
which is being dispersed at private
sale.

It will be recalled that the late
Admiral F. R, Harris was the guest
of the D.P.S. at a dinner given in his
honor last spring.

The D.P.S. membership is limited
to forty, and at present it is stated
that they have quite a number of
applicants for membership on the
waiting list. They have twenty meet-
ings each season, with two members
as dinner hosts at each meeting.
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Rovember 18, 1949

Mr. 8. L. Lindquist
2 West 46th Street
New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Harry:

I have your letter of the 4th im regards to a donation to
the Philatelic Foundation. To be very frank as well as confidential, I
would state that I have never from the first thought much of the Foumdation
and if you will circulate among those interested, which includes most Mew
York dealers as well as others such as Stan Ashbrook, Hollowbush and the
like, I believe you will find that they think little more of their opimions

than I do.

I know of several cases where they have made reports which
are absolutely incorrect and have turnmed down stamps that sre absolutely what
they are supposed to be. I have never felt that Boggs knew much about stamps
and this opinion is shared by many, who have been much closer to him that I
have been. I do not think that the Foundation has turned cut to be the orge~
nization that we hoped we had. With such people as Admiral Harris and Mr.
Caspary it had every opportunity of starting ocut in a substantial manner. I
have since learned that Mr. Caspary inspects few of the stamps and I know
from actual experience that one Hawaiian stamp I submitted was not even
shown to Admiral Harris. In fact, it was returned to a client in Homolulu
to whom I had sold it for several hundred dollars with an opinion that casted
a cloud over it. I immediately wrote to the Admiral, called his attention to
the fact that he surely knew the good from the bad and he wrote me 2 letter
stating he had never even seen the stamp and to please have it returned., I bhad
it returned and the stamp was then declared gemuine and & certificate sent to
my cliemt. I have done no business with him since, which leads me to believe
that he thought I brought some sort of influence to bear to obtain the favorable
opinion. They have turned down numercus Special Prints with the guarantee of
Ed Stern and myself on the same stamp. I also know from actual experience that
I saw with my own eyes a regular Continental of 1873 picked from & dealer's ‘
stock, the gum washed off and submitted as a Special Print. They issued a cer-
tificate, stating it was a Special Print and I positively know that it was not.

It was for this reason that I dic not send a donation to aid
in paying Stan for his wonderful holdings. I would much rether see them go some-
where else. Don't take this as simply my opinion but get around among the larger
and older established dealers of Mew York and you will find my opinion prevails.

Sincerely yours,

PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
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% CABLE ADDRESS
& GORDON HARMER
41 PRESIDENT PHILATELI C PHILATORS, NEW YORK

— AUCTIONEERS —_

TELEPHONE

A;L;C;ZIIZ’:‘TS 560 ﬁ/[lﬁ Avenue LONGACRE 3-3335
NEW YORK 19, N.Y.

November 17, 1949

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas avenue
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I am sending you two enclosed items for your inspection
and opinion. They were sent to. the Philatelic Foundation
who state they are collector trial proofs. I .don't really
agree with their findings. You will note that the one has
an impression of the 34 51 on the cover.

With kind regards.

Very truly yours,)

EARMER, ROOKE & CU INC.
BY:




Nov, 21, 1949,

Mr, Cordon Harmer, ,
% Harmer Rooke & Co.,
660 Fifth Ave,,

New York 19, N

Dear @ordon:

Herewith the two 30¢ 1861 items as por yours of the - =
| 17th, Proofs are outside my fileld and I would be a bit pres= e
| suniptious to atteupt to express an opinion regarding these, ; g
I believe that Clarence Brazer is parfectly capable of giving
a correct explanation regarding them.

\ ! | I note the offaset on the back of one of these and I : | e
: am wondering if you thought that the design is that of the i :
Pra"niere rathor than the regulurly issued stanp,

Pleage »efer to the copy of your letter to mes I do 2 X e
not wnderstand the term, "Colleetor Trail Proofs" - Did you moan : e
"Tpial eolor. proofa?r” Alse heote your "3/ *61 on the cover,"
Steno errors, no doubts »

In the PU.84 there is & listing of 621 « "Imperf". - | 3
"hat have you in nind? A similar 61A? Not having a pair of |
6241 wtth whiehi to coapare the paper T am unable to express an i

I heard that Harmer Rooke exhi.bited at the Show laszt
week a 907 1800 = eover with a rate of {1.68 to China, also a
cover with a 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 from Philadelphila, The former is a %t
fake - 47 it is the same cover that I have in nind - the London : RE
g.m. date is Noveuber 1860 and tlie latbter is a fake from the i
napp sale that cost some innoecent buyer over four hundred doua:.-n
I would lile to see the latter but not the former,

With regards =

3 Coratally yours, ' osl

PoS,==llo apiﬁion = no fee, -but you can reluburse me for return
p@ltas'.- .
SOBOAQ



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

ESTABLISHED AS THE EVENING PLAIN DEALER IN 1845 MORNING AND SUNDAY
EDITIONS FOUNDED IN 1885 BY L.E.HOLDEN

LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY CIRCULATION Iﬂ‘ OHIO

JOHN A.VAN BUREN,6 BUSINESS MANAGER STERLING E.GRAHAM, GENERAL MANAGER PAUL BELLAMY, EDITOR

Dec. 5, 1949

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
32 North Fort Thomas Avenue,

Fort Thomas, Ky.
| Dear Mr. Ashbrook;

Naturally enough after telling you about the 2L¢ 1861 with the
Sept. 20 cancel I cannot find the darn thing. As usual I found_every4
thing else and some of it is enclosed. The 24¢ on piece can be either
1861 or 186l maybe you can guess. If it is 1861 it will be early.

The 2L¢ 1857 is another one of those things. The gum looks OK

so perhaps it is not a chemical changeling but from there on I am lost.

The Phitadelphia PiMs can be énything-see what you think.

I do not know what the red R is on the 3¢ 1857 or the red star on
the 1851. Probably very common but I think they are pretty. The 1¢
with the FREE cancel I thought you might like to see because it is
pretty.

- I hope that you arrived home safely and trust that you can be in

Cleveland for the Garfield-Perry March party.

Sincerely,

1886 E. 93rd Sireet,

D. K. Grieve, (DG‘V
Cleveland, 6, O. :




Dec. 11. 1949.

Mre+ Ds Ko 01’1879'
1886 fast 95rd St.,
CIQvaland' Ohio.

Dear Don:

Thanks very much for yours of the Sthe This is Just
about as interesting a little lot as I have seen in a long time
and I certainly enjoyed having a good look at the various items,.
Here are some comuents:

24¢ 1860, This is a changeling in color = Just be=-
cause a stamp 1s "unused and 0.g." 1s no sign that the color is
original, Under certain atmospheric conditions a lilac or a
violet will change to a sickly looking gray or a greenish gray -
or to a "Steel Blue," regardless of the fact that the stamp was
never use 8 the O0.gs On the backs. Brazer had a 24¢ 1861
"Steel Blue" umsed with o.g. and he claimed the color was original
because the stamp had never been used, If a used stamp will change
from a violet to a steel blue, I know of no reason why the gum on
the baek of an unused copy would prevent the color from changing.
Among the revemue stamps we find a lot of "LILACS" listed but in no
1isting of such do we find a "Steel Blue" or a "gray green" - etec,

392 1861, This is an odd looking iten and my guess 1is
that it 1s a badly rfaded copy. The paper 1is very thin,

24¢ 1861, This is the "Violeg," S.U.8, #60, and one of
the early use this stamp, It quite an early impression and
elear, Host of the coples that we find of this stamp show rather
rough impression, that is, prints that appear to have come from a
rather thin ink that had a tendeney to run,(if you know what I mean),

In my record of early uses of this stamp, this copy of yours is
the second on the list - the earliest known being:

Aug. 20, 1861 « from Lowell, Hass,
Sep. 5, 1861 = your copy

Seps 9, 1861 =« from Salen, lass,
Sep. 17, 1861 - Boston

Sep. 21, 1861 -
Sepe 25, 1861 - etc, etc,

You can appreciate how pleased X was to see this item and to record

it in my files.,

v ; 3& 1851 - Philadelphia -~ with Red Star. This is a "Carrier"
cover and ed Star Is the Philadelphia Carrier marking, The
letter was doubtless deposited in a letter<box no doubt with a penny




#24 Mr. D. K. Grieve, Dec. 11, 1949,

attached, A lettere-carrier picked it up and deposited in the Phila=-
delphia post office, The star indicated that the carrier fee to the
post office had been paid., In my opinion the use was in the war
1852 - (June). We find this red star as a cancel on the Pranklin
Carrier and also on the Eagle = (used at Philadelphia)., This is a
rare cover, in fact, covers like this are much rarer than is genere
ally supposed. It i1s my guess that the "PAID" did not refer to the
3¢ stamp but rather to the payment of the 1f Carrier Fee.

o three Philadelphia Carriler stamps. The H.U.S5. lists
these at {{D0O0,00 80 you can well imagine that they are not very corimon,
The Philadelphia carriers prepared these and sold them to the public,
This was presumably done along about 1852 mmt to 1856, They cut the
gumied margins off of the 1¢ 1851 imperforate sheets and handstamped
them with this marking, On two of your coples you will note parts
of the 1¢ designs, lNote the one from the right margine. There is not
muach of the 1l¢ design on this copy but I could "plate" it. Note my
One Cent Book (I doubt if you have a copy but you should) = Volume #2 -
page 200, where I 1llustrated two of these, also a cover with one, =«
plus & strip of 17 1851.

3¢ 1867 = Cincinnati. This is an carly registered letter -
and it is a rare cover = roglstered fee at this time - late 1850's

~was 5/ and 1t had to be paid in cash - not by stamps., The Regulations

Instructed postmastors not to put any markings on the envelope that
would indicate the lettor contained valuables, but Cincinnatil violated
this Instruction - at least for a limited period - Thiles Regulation is
the explanation as to vhy covers such as yours are so darn scarce, In
mz”One Cent Book, Vols 2, I 1lllustrated a similar Cincinnati cover with
the red "R" « It had two 3¢ 1857 and the registered number was 970,

I note yours is 172, /

66, This apparently was an unsealed envelope that con-
tained a clrcular, origin not disclosed - the "Free" was used merely as
a killer and had no meanings  Or, the envelope might have had gum and
sent sealed as a local Drop letter at Chillicothe. The stamup is a
Type 1II from the first plate - first condition - that was in use from
July 1, 1851 to June 1852, thus my guess is that the use was at some=-
time during that perilod.

I thoroughly enjoyed going over thdse items and again, thanks
for submitting then.

March is a long time in the future but I would enjoy attend-
ing the Party and I will éndeavor to do so, health permitting,

With every good wish =
Cordially yours,



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

ESTABLISHED AS THE EVENING PLAIN DEALER IN 1845 MORNING AND SUNDAY
EDITIONS FOUNDED IN 1885 BY L.E.HOLDEN

LARGEST MORNING AND SUNDAY CIRCULATlsN IN OHIO

JOHN A.VAN BUREN k6 BUSINESS MANAGER STERLING E.GRAHAM,6 GENERAL MANAGER PAUL BELLAMY, EDITOR

December 15, 1949

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue,

Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
Dear Stan;

I am glad to learn that my little lot was of interest to you as
you probably look over thousands of little lots every year and I imagine
that some of them are pretty sad. You have t aken what were rather odd
items in my collection and made them into something of interest to me
and those who might look at them. I will write them up with due credit
to you and your knowledge.

It just so happens that I have both volumes of your 1¢ book, in fact
I had two sets but ga&e one away as a Christmas present two years ago, but
because we live in a rather small apartment my library is not readily
available. I have always been a firm believer in books like yours and
have quite a library bvilt up during the years.

I have an awful mess of early U. S. covers that have been culled
until just the best are left. Some of these may be unusual but I have \-
neither the knowledge or eyesight to really dig into them. Perhaps if
you get to Cleveland you can take a look. I do hope that your health

will permit your making the G. P. party as I am sure you will have a good

time. I want to thank you for your interest and the information you

have given me and if there is anything I can do to repay you let me know.

Si7cere/
L



82 E. Raleigh Avenue
Staten Island 10, N.Y.
December 3, 1949

Lo

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrooks &
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenuk :
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

A Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

}i*%

by | 1

o gt Thenk you very much for your letter of November 24th, answer
S

to which has been delayed due to my absence from the city.

I an enclosing a number of photostats relating to the treatment
of U.3.-Haweii mails back around 1850. Their cource is indicated on the
reverse, mostly from the Hawaiian newspaper "The Polynesian". There were
quite a number of such items among the Admiral's papers, and these represent
such unpublished items as I felt might be of interest to you. I have
additional prints, so you may retain these for your own files.

Thank you for the two additional references to Hawaii-U.S.
covers during the fall of 1864. Harmer Rooke illustrated a cover in
their auction catalogue of 2/26/47 eimilar to,if not identical with, the
Mason cover described in your letter. The illustrated cover was addresced
to Worcester, Mass. and bore a' 10¢ 1861 (not tied), placed on the envelope
directly over the Hawaiian postmark. The Sen Frencisco date was Aug. 11,
1864, Obviously, the stamp must have been placed there by the San Francisco
postmaster, for at that time Kalakaua thought the U.S. rate was only 5¢.
If this is correct, Kalakaua must have collected a nickle, stamped the
envelope "U.S.Postage Paid" and sent it on to SanFrancisco. The .San
Francisco postmaster pasted on a 10¢ stamp, believing that to be the
proper rate, and sent it on to Worcester. Question- who paid the extra
5¢? If you have a different interpretation of the cover, I should be
delighted to hear it.

I am also attaching an illustration of a cover illustrated
in an advertisement in Stamps magazine on Nov.26, 1949. It appears to
be addressed to England and bears a 5¢ Hawaiian stamp and a 2¢ U.S. of
1869. 1Ifind this combination hard te explain, and wonder if perhaps
another stamp has been removed. I should judge it to be an 1870 cover.
Lot 2071 in the Knapp sale, =2lso from Hawaii to England bore 22¢ U S.
postage, presumably 10/ Hawaii-U.S. plus 12¢ U.S -rngland.

{

I note your comment on the Portsmouth cover. - The photographic
evidence indicated that the address was over the marking in question and
the town handstamp was in turn over the address. However, if it weren't
for differences of opinion there wouldn't be horse races.

With best wishes, I am,




g ; _ . Decy 9, 1949,

82 E. Rale
” Staten

+ Mpe John K, Bash :
' 1§ﬁ AVO e,
sland 10, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Fashi

. It was. certainly very kind of you to send ne .the photo=

stats and I sincerely thank you, I have read :-them with mueh ine
. berest and have profited thereby because I found matérial that :
8olved several questions upon vhich T had rather indefinite opinions,

Re « the Mason egver described in my letfor - You are guite

‘right ~ This same eover camo up in a Marmer Rooke & Cobpany sale of .

v Febs 26~ 1947, Lot 45 and it was withdrawn, I have an“*indistinct
retolloction that 4t was questioned at that time. I recall that -
had quite a bit of correspondence with Henry Meyer aboui the cover..
The cover was next offered in a Laureénce sale of Peb, 18, 1948 « Lot

- 504, and later il was offered in a Pox sale of May 1, 1948 < Lot 169,
The sale price was (45,00, I think I had some correspondence with
the Adulral regarding 4t and some how I got the lupression that he
purchased 4%, Fa ; ;

. You are probably femiliar with a similar cover that he owned
. with a 107/ U, 8, 1861, eog cancel, not tled, Honolulu Nov, 23 = S,F, .
Dec, 8 1864, and addressed to Ldgartown, lass. Without referring to .

* the corré@spondence that I had with the Admiral and Meyer I cannot
recall what explanatlon we had for the cover but the Honolulu postmark:
‘shows that both the Hawaii and U, Se ‘postage was pald at Honolulu,
Someone put a 104 U, S, over the lHonolulw p.m. and whoever did it
mst have had ¢he ldea that the 10/ steanship rate applied -« whereas
there was no 107 steamship rate in effeet Into S,.F, from Hawaid at
that time, It would be pure guess=work to t to figure wvho put the
10¢ stamp over the NMonolulu uarking = At Honelwlu® By ship captain?
Or at the 8., P,0.? Deing paid at Honolulu meant that the sender
evidently paid 5/ plus 104 an rogardlesas of whether Kalakaua knew
as 10 the proper rate 1t appears that it was prepaild at 57 plus 104,

L

, ~  Regarding the eover illustrated in "Stanmps" of Hov,26,1949,
out of which I return herewith, Inasimech ae this cover is being :
offered by a foreipgn dealer, anything could havé happened to it,
Thereé cortainly was no such a rats as indicated, Let us asgume that
1t was sent to San Franeisco via U.S, Mail Steamship, The use eould
- hardly have been Aprs 1869 because Monolulu did not have any of oRlld e
1869 staups that early, There might have been supplies in the 8,7, P,0,
‘as early as the first part of Maye If the use was Apr. 1870 -« then
the rate would have heen 65¢ Hawaii - 107 U 8, steamship to the U8,
~ and 6¢ to London, Thus the cover is shy 14¢ in U, 8, postage. Perhaps
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a8 2¢ »imd a 12¢ are nissing. St

: Re - Knapp sale Lot 2081, The description was wrong -
It should have been 5/ Nawall - domestic - or rather, short teo
Bhip ~ 10/ by U 84 S.8¢ to the U,8, and 12¢ to England, = 0f course,
there was no rate of 10¢ from S8,F, to N.,Y., after June 30, 1863,
In the Knapp second sale of llovember 1941, please note Lot 1726,
This use was lHloge Ma 8%l, It was overpaid as the proper pay-
ment should have been L o the U, 54 by U.S, steamship plus 6¢
to England, I have a photo of another covér from the same corres-
pondenee (Clark) showing the eorrect rate, viz: a 10/ 1869 plus a
64 Bank Note - & use from Shanghai on Dec. 12, 1871,

: I mention the above merely to call attention to the fact
that the steamship rate of 10¢ paid the pestage to the U,S, but
not beyond, or in other words, no part of the 10¢ could be applied
on rates beyond our horders,

Again re = the Portsmouths X nots your reference to
"photographie evidence.," Some people night believe that it can be
def initely proved that a eertain ink wasg used over anothsr ink on the
Portsmouth cover, I don't, This Portsmouth should have been sube
mitted to (1) Alfred Caspary (2) Warren Colson (3) John Hall., From
Information convayed to me -« 1t was ot aubnitted to the first twe
and prebably not to Hall. I know of no better way to wreck the
Foundation than to issye & ecertificate such as was issued on the
Portsmouth, Such opinime by inexperienced "Experts" makes an
abgolute mockery pf serious philatelic research work and mnakes &
langhing stock of such an "Expert Comuittee,"

~len wvho are totally incoupetent to express an opinion on
items of which they have 1little or no achbual knowledge should refrain
from assuning to themselves a role of "expert." It ie far nore
serious thah jJust a case of differences of opinion,

~ 1 am really serious about this because I have devoted
mahy years of my life to philatelic research work and with me it is
not a ease of sone fly-by-nlghts who are here today and gone tomorrow.
I have dndeavored to co-operate in every way possible with the
Philatelic Poundation and have given mueh of uy valuable time free
eof any charge, and I sincerely deplore any actions by those connected
with the Founds tion that will lessen the faith reposed in the
Institution Dy collectors in this country and abroad.

With every good wish = | g
Cordlally yours,



e
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March 4, 1950.

ur, L,L.Shenfield,
360 Fifth Ave. 5
Hew York 1, N Y,

Dear Larry:

Re = yours of the £8th, here are the three Jackson, Miss,
covors. They are out of Sam's lob and inasmich s I do not think
they have any particular money value, I an tak the liberty of
presenting them to you with Sam's canpliments, They may have some
reforence value to vous I think that the April and May uses might
indicate that the Jackson P.0s dlscouraged the wse of U, ¢ stamps
after Fort Sumter,

Also enclosed 1s your New Orloans June 135, 1862 cover,

This stanper is different from the indigo strike off Jul 24 1862, I
would like to see the cover in the recent Coatales SAle. 4

%c_o_!% M = Yo, I know of the other cover -
It 1s a st anve. | 8 to Jay Hortz., Here is what I
have aa}vlomd from some work that I have done on the Fox cover (lixe

s

- Heedham

The memo at leoft end indicates that it inated at Vera
Cruz, was from a "Mrs, Gen'l Stevens" and was brou into New Orleans
as a "ship lotter" and forwarded to New York as such with 64 due on
delivery. This rate of 6¢ did not apply prior to July 1, 1863 - but
it did on and after that date, to July 1, 1863 At was = re-
gular post (34) plus 2¢ ship Tee or 5¢ = After July 1, 1863 - it
was double the Ngu{ar postage (2 x 3¢) )e

Thus 1f this cover is gemiine, I asswm the rate of "Ship
6" is also gemuine, and indicating a use after July 1, 1863,

Bocause of the "Vera Cmuz" and the "Mrs, Genl Stevens," it
is gosaible that this leotter was from the wife of the con.fodorage
Gen'l Walter Musted Stevens, Perhaps this could be established if
we lmew the malden name of llrs, Stevens, The nmonogram on the back
appears to be EsFeCeSe"

Brig. Genoral Stevens was Chief Ingineer in Lee's Army, and
prior to the VWar he had been in the Pederal Amay and statloned ot Mew
tadinel emilayus 85 (iiel Mlaser o fii MXiten RaLIney SOTUIS

onp. as on can Raillway on
Vera Cruz and Mexico City with headquarters at Vera Cruz. Thus we
have a Vera Crmz connectlons An Inglish C was bullding the
rallroad and during the laxinilian revolution, CGen'l Stevens remsined
in sold control preserved the property thm that difficult period.
Gen'l Stevens died at Vera Crmuz in 1867,

It seoems rather improbable that Mrs, Stevens 'sent this
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letter from Vera Cruz prior to the close of the Civil var - so the use

could have been - Af uine - in December 1865 or December 18CC « pro-
bably not in 1807 as ceneral was not alive in December 1867. If
my analysis ls correct, thon thls 1s not a Civil War covor -

’-'%2 STAMPS 1OT RECOGNIZED," but an attempted use of a 3¢ 1857 after
®

The following is a description of the Jay Hertz cover:

AU, 8¢ 3¢ 1853 stanped envelope postmarked "CANTON KY" -
month and day not legible - no year indicated, Addressod to liessrs
Carroll Hay & Co ﬁ” Orleans Lae In black, handstamped "DUE 3" and

BO5I0

" also "ILLECAL 8T - Bize as on the Stevens cover."

I do not know whether this 3¢ 1857 cover is good or not 'but
it seems probable that 1t is,

_ When I first exanined it I had forgotten about the Nertz
cover, a photograph of which I had in my files, Inasmuch as the Fox
cover came from the Needham rcollection I was naturally very suspiclous

of 1%, in fact, considered it something that Needham had made,-

The Hertz cover does not show any year date of use, and if Needham
had the 37 1867 cover "fixed" up he could have fixed the Hertz cover,
ag well as others that have not come to light, :

"hat is your reaction to vhat I have developed?

I gave Jolm all of the above information and requested him
to treat it confidential., I have not dilscussed the cover with MacDride.
Eben Finney wanted to purchase the cover last fall but I advised him
not to do so wntil we could g ot more information on it. I have kept
him advised regarding the progress nado.

. Thanks very mch for the copy about the Tram-inasinﬂ.m.
I have only had a change so far fo glance thm this but it appears to

be very interesting. Hore later,

with regards -
Cordlally yours,

P,8,==Fhariks for the photo check -« Some more photos will be sent in
next fow days, ‘ s
L ]
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March 4. 1950,

Mr, L.LsShenfield,
360 Fif'bh AVO-.
Hew York 1’ NV,

Dear Larry:

Re = yours of the 28th, here are the three Jackson, MNiss,.
covers, They are out of Sam's lot and inasmuch as I do not think
they have any particular money Ylluo-, I am taking the liberty of
presenting them to you with Sam's compliments, They may have some
reference value to yous, I think that the April and May uses might
indicate that the Jackson P,04 discouraged the use of U, I, stamps
after Fort Sumter,

Also enclosed is your New Orleans June 135, 1862 covers

This stauper is different from the indigo strike off Jul 24 1868, I
would like to see the cover in the recent Costales sale,

- . Fox cover % = Yes, I know of the other cover -
It 18 a stanped envelope 38 to Jay Hertz, Here is what I
?ve doyolopod from some work that I have done on the Fox cover (lxe-
eedhan ) :

The meno at left end indicates that 1t originated at Vera
Cruz, was from a "lrs, Gen'l Stevens" and was brought into New Orleans
as a "ship letter" and forwarded to New York as such with 6¢ due on
delivery. This rate of 6¢ did not apply prior to July 1, 1863 = but
it did on and after that date, (Prior to July 1, 1863 it was - re-
gular postage (3¢) plus 2¢ ship Tee or 5¢ - After July 1, 1863 - it
was double the rdgular postage (2 x 3¢) )s

Thus if this cover is genuine, I assume the rate of "Ship
6 " is also genuine, and indicating a use after July 1, 1863.

Because of the "Vera Cruz" and the "Mrs, Genl Stevens,” it
is ?osuble that this letter was from the wife of the Confederate
Gen'l Walter Husted Stevens, Perhaps this could be established if
we lmew the maiden name of Mrs, Stevens, The monogram on the back
appears to be BeFsCeSs"

Brig. General Stevens was Chief lingineer in Lee's Army, and
prior to the VWar he hdd been In the Federal Ammy and stationed af Hew
Orleans and Calveston., After the close of the Var Gen'l Stevens ob-
tained employment as Chief Engineer on the Mexlcan Railway between
Vera Cruz and Mexico City with headquarters at Vera Cruz. Thus we
have a Vera Cruz connections An Inglish Com was bullding the
railroad and during the Maximilian revolution, Gen'l Stevens remained
in sold control and preserved the property thru that difficult period.
Gen'l Stevens died at Vera Cruz in 1867.

It seems rather improbable that Mrs, Stevens sent this
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letter from Vera Cruz prior to the close of the Ciwvil War - so the use
could have been - if genuine ~ in December 1865 or December 1866 - pro-
bably not in 1867 as the General was not alive in December 1867, If
my analysis 1s correct, then this 1s not a Civil War cover -

"OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED," but an attempted use of a 3¢ 1857 after

€ .

The following is a description of the Jay NHertz cover:

A U, 8. 3¢ 1853 stauped envelope postmarked "CANTON KY" -
month and day not legible - no year indicated, Addressed to lMessrs
Carroll Hay < Co New Orleans La, In black, handstauped "DUE 3" and
also "ILLEGAL smﬁ". "~ same Bize as on the Stevens cover,"

I do not know whether this 3¢ 1857 cover is good or not but
it seems probable that it is.

When 1 first examined 1t I had forgotten about the Hertz
cover, a photograph of which I had in my files, Inasmuch ag the Fox
cover came from the Needham collection I was naturally very suspicious
of 1t, in fact, considered it something that Needham had had made,
The Hertz cover does not show any year date of use, and if Needham
had the 3¢ 1857 cover "fixed" up he could have fixed the Hertz cover,

as well as others that have not come to light, .

What is your reaction to what I have developed?

I gave Joln all of the above informatlon and requested him
to treat it confidential. I have not discussed the cover with MacEride.
Eben Finney wanted to purchase the cover last fall but I advised him
not to do so until we could z et more information on its I have kept
him advised regarding the progress made, :

Thanks very much for the copy about the Trans-lilssissippi.
1 have only had a chance so far to glance thru this but it appears to
be very interesting., More later.

With regards =

Cordially yours,

P,8,~=Fhanks for the photo check - Some more photos will be sent in
next few days,.
: Se
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Feb. 9, 1950,

Mre Les Le Shanfield.
% Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield,
350 Fifth Ave.,
New York 1, N.Y.

Dear Larry:

Re - yours of the 7th, and a use of a Charleston, S.C.
P.M.P, from Tudor Hall, Va, The answer to your query is "yes."
Tudor Hall was not permitted to recognize the use of the Charles-
ton stamp but the Charleston office should have disregarded a
"due" marking. Offhand I do not know if Charleston is over
500 miles from Tudor Hall. Could it be possible that the dils-
tance is less than 500 miles and the letter was a 3 times 5¢ with
one rate pald by the Charleston stamp? Yo Larry, I have no record
of your cover but I would like to =ee it and make a photo.

" Regarding the Fox cover wikh the "Illegal Stamp" marke
ing. Do you think that the cover 1s genuine? I% the marking is

genuine do you not think that it 1s strange that only two covers
are known with this marking? I think the cover originated at Vera
Cruz but did not go thru the Mexican P.0. = carried by shiP to
New Orleans - postmarked on face by that office and rated "Ship 6"
then by U. S, Mail to New Yorke One In the New Orleans P.0O. 1t
had to go by a U, 5. Mall Route - by how and when? Here 1s a
point to bear in mind - There is no proof that the use was durling
the War. And further, the rate "6" shows that the use was after
July 1, 1863,

I haven't had a chance to make prints of that recent
"Mails Suspended" cover but I will send you a print later,

.

I am returning herewith the letter from Dietz and your
replys I do hope that he can find the photostat,

. Would you like to have photos of the Fox cover "Illegal
Stanmp? '

Best wishes =

Yours ctc.,




I now have the illegal stamp cover from John Fox.
No, I never saw this marking before and I never saw a cover
from New Orelans even with the old stamps not recognized
marking. It is difficult for me to read its cover since I
do not know the town cancel on the stamp. Obviously it ar-
rived by ship from Vera Cruz through New Orleans to New York
City. From the look of the New Orleans cancel on reverse, I
would say it is very late in the war although I notice that
the New Orleans cancel on the reverge contains the word "Free"
at the bottom. The inscription at lower left looks as though
the letter was carried out of the mail by an individual to

New York City - could that have been?

Best regards,

QOL)“L«1
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March 4, 1960,

350 Firth Ave.,
¥ew York 1, H.Y,.

Dear Larry:

Re = yours of the 28th, here are the three Jackson, Hiss,
covers., They are out of Sam's lot and inasmuch as I do net think
they have any particular money value, I am taking the liberty of
presoenting them to you with Sam's campliments, They may have some
reforence valve to yous I think that the April and May vses might
indicate that the Jackson P.0J disconraged the use of U, &, stamps.
after Port Sumter, ~

Also enclosed 1s your New Orleans June 1%, 1862 cover.
This stamper is different from the indigo strike off Jul 24 1862. 1
would like to sce the cover in the recent Costales sale,

Fox cover "Illepal Stamp" « Yes, I know of the other cover =
It 1s a stamped envelope and bolongs to Jay Hertz., Here is what I
gava degelopad from some work that I have done on the Fox cover (Exe
eedhan ) :

The memo at left end indicates that 1 originuted at Vera
Cruz, was from & "Mrs., Gen'l Stevens" and was brought into ¥New Orleans
as a "ship letter” and forwarded to Wew York as such with 6f due on
delivery., This rate of 6¢ did not epply prior to July 1, 1863 = but
it 414 on end after thui date, (Prior to July 1, 1863 it was - re=-
gulay postage (37) plvs 2¢ ship Tes or 57/ -« After July 1, 1863 - it
was double the régular postage (2 x 34) ).

Thus 1f this cover is genuine, I assume the rate of "Ship
6 " 1s also genulne, end Indicating a use after July 1, 1863, :

Because of the "Vera Cruz" and the "Mrs, Cenl Stevens," 1%
is ?ossible that thie lotter was from the wife of the Confederats
Gen'l Walter Husted Stevens, Perhaps this could be established if
we Iknew the maiden rnams of lirs, Stevens, The monogran on the baeck
appears to bhe B.F.0.8."

Brig. CGeneral Stevens was Chisf Engineer in Lee's Army, and
prior to the War he hid been iIn the Federal Army and statloned ot lew
Orleans -and Galveston., After the clogse of the War Gen'l Stevens ob-

- tained employment as Chief IEngineer on the Mexlean Rallway between
Vera Cruz and Mexico City with hecadquarters st Vera Cruz, Thus we
have a Vera Cruz connection, An Inglish COm@ang was building the
railroad and during the Maximilian revolution, Gen'l Stevens remained
in sold control and preserved the property thru that diffieult peried,
Gen'l Stevens died at Vera Cruz in 1867, ; '

It seems rather improbable that Mrs, Stevens sont this
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letter from Vera Cruz prlor to the close of the Clvil War - so the use

could have been - if genuine - in December 1865 or December 1866 - pro-

bably not in 1867 as the CGeneral was not alive Iin December 1867, If
analysis is correct, then this 1s not a Civil War cover -

. STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED," but an attempted use of a 3¢ 1857 after

the War,

The following 1=z a description of the Jay Hertz cover:
AU, 8, 3/ 1853 stanped envelope postmarked "CANTON K¥Y" =

month and day net legible - no year indicated. Addressed to Messrs

Carroll Hay & Co New Orleans La, In black, handstemped "DUE 3" and
also "TLLEGAL STANPT - same size as on the Stevens cover,”

I do not ltmow whether this 3¢ 1857 cover is good or not but
it seems probable that 1t is, :

| When I first examined it I had forgotten about the Hertz
cover, a photograph of whieh I had in my files, Inasmuch as the Fex
¢over came from the Needham collection I was naturally very suspicious
of it, in fact, considered it something that Needham had had made,

The Hertz cover deoes not show any year date of use, and if Needhanm
had the 37 1857 cover "fixed" up he could havé fixed the Hertz cover,
as well ag sthers that have not come to light,

Wat is your reaction to what I have developed?

I gave John all of the above inforwation and requested him
to treat 1% confildential, I heve not discussed the covor with MacBride.
Eben Finnoy wanted to purchase the cover last fall but I advised him
not to do so until we couldg et more information on ite I have kepk
him advised regarding the progreéss made,

Thanks very mch for the copy about the Trans-ilssissippl,
I have only had a chenee so fer to glance thru this but it appears to
be very interesting, More later,

With regards <

Cordially yours,

P,8,=~Fhanks for the photo check = Some more photos will be sent in
next few days,
Se
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December 11th, 1949.

Mr., Stanley Ashbrook,
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stanley Ashbrook:-

Once again I am going to impose on you to the extent
of getting you to draw on your amazing fund of philatelie
knowledge and experience.

I am enclosing two covers. The first is merely an early
copy of the 5¢ H&L green on a folded letter. However, it is
the finest copy of that stamp which I have ever seen, and I
just want you to tell me whether you have ever seen any better.
Also, as you will note, it is a very early date, and as far as
my limited knowledge of the subject will go, I would eall it
the true olive green shade, If you ever have the chance to
pick up a block or piece of this stamp in unused condition,
and as fine as this copy, please get it for me.

The second cover is one that appeared in the last Harmer
sale, at which I purchased the SOUTHN LETTER UNPAID,- about
which I received your opinion, and for which I thank you again.
This cover,- called "REPEAL STAMP" in the sales catalog, was
acquired by John Fox. He spoke to me about it when he was here
in Baltimore for Perry Fuller's Peters sale,

I am not going to give you any of my reactions or opinions
regarding this cover, as that would be unnecessary. What I want
is your reaction and opinion, Frankly, I have never heard of: a
RE STAMP marking, and you do not list anything like that in
your two 1l¢ '561-'57 volumes. You do take up the OLD STAMPS NOT
RECOGNIZED and the SOUTHN LETTER UNPAID, with all of the various
methods of their use. I am sure that if this other marking had
been known to you at the time you would have treated it also.

On this cover please do not miss the following facts:-

1l). There is no year date given, and the enclosed letter is

not available,

2), The post mark on the stamp,-(probably New Orleans),-
shows Dec., 28th, and you can see the Ia. for Louisianna
at the bottome This is obviously a different marking °
from the one on the reverse.

3)e The post mark on the reverse shows plainly New Orleans,
Dec. 28th, with FREE at the bottome. It is obviously a
different canceller from the one on the front.

4), The dates as indicated by the cancellation and also by
the pen notation on the front lead us to believe that
the letter was mailed,- or certainly was written,- in
Vera Cruz, Mexico, by Mrs. Gen'l. Stevens, (whose mono-
gram appears on the flap), on Dec. 15th. The letter was

received in New Orleans on Dec. 28th, and was delivered
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i in New York on Jan. 16th. (From the stamp used, we
can probably assume that this was in the years 1860~
1861, or 1861-1862, We do not know.).

5)e Do not miss the SHIP 6. This could have applied be-
tween Vera Cruz and New Orleans, or, more probably,
between New Orleans and New York,

6)e The note "Politeness of Col. George H. Sweet" very
probably means that the letter was taken by this
officer and put in the mail at New Orleans, I can't
see how it would be applicable in any other waye.

) And that brings us to the REPEAL STAMP, In the first
place, is it REPEAL STAMP ? The word STAMP seems to
be unimpeachable, but the word REPEAL seems to be
almost anythi the longer you look at it. It could
be Sf['EA]IJ without a great deal of imagination. Anyway,
the term REPEAL STAMP sounds kind of silly to me. Do
you know of any such term, or anything like it ?

All of which seems to sum up to the following, as far as I
am concerned. If this cover was dated in the years 1861-1862,
and if this marking is really REPEAL STAMP,- having to do with
‘the demonetization of this 35 157 issue,~ why then it is a very
unusual item,- possibly unigue,- and hence very desirable.

have added above that if all of the foregoing really is

true, I should think that there would have been a DUE 3 somewhere
on the cover, However, possibly this Col. Sweet found out in
New Orleans that they were going to disallow this stamp, and poss-
ibly he paid the SHIP 6, which allowed the Post Master fo afrix
the cancellation on the reverse, i.e., NEW ORLEANS, DEC.28 FREE,

And then still further,- New Orleans was still in Southern
hands until May 1862, There is no evidence of Confederate postal
rates on this cover, unless the SHIP 6 would take care of that.

Finally, what I want you to tell me is this: Is this a re-
markable cover and worth having, or is it just some Ireak which
has the ear-marks of one of the rare demonetization letters, but
never-the-less is just run-of-the-mill stuff ? If anyone can tell
me about it, ceertainly you are the one.

Enclosed is postage money, and I expect & consultation bill

on this if it runs you into time and trouble, Y

Incidentally, John Fox believes 100% in this cover. Hepaid
over $100. for it, and is asking $135.

Best Regards for the Christmas season, and I would appreciate
an answer sometime soon, as I have to tell Fox either yes or no.

Sincerely, f/ ‘;/;(# \//“\\ |

two covers enclosed.
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Dec. 15, 1949,

lir, Eben D. Finney,
10 west 25th St.,
Baltimore 18, ld.

Dear Pete;

Yours of the l1llth received with the two covers which
I am returning herewith, I doubt if I .can add anything to your
remarks on the 5¢ 1861, The stamp is indeed an "early bird," a
very fine sharp print and no doubt one of the earliest of ilm-
pressions, also the stone was not over-inked, I note that Dr,
Peters! memo stated "possibly olive green" - well, its an olive
groen all right but the "earlies” do come a bit more olive t
this example, This may account for the "possibly." »

Now for the 3/ 1857 cover, First - this came from the
Needham collection (so I understand) and that in itself, is bads
I don't suppose any big collection that has come on the market in
the past 35 years contained more faked material., Suppose we Lry
and analyse what evidence there is, The notation gives rec'd
™16 Tany" and "Vera Cruz" "16 Dec," I also note "Mrs. Gen'l Stevens"
~and this may refér to the wife of Cen'l Walter Husted Stevens =
~ a Brig. Ceneral in Lee's Army. In fact, his chief engineer. He
‘dded at Vera Cruz, Mexico in 1867 and prior to the war he had been
gtationed at Wew Orleans and @Galveston. Thus we have a Vera Cruz
connection. » ;

Regarding the d§_ah;1§%§. Suppose we gig on the theory that
the .cover is gemuine and. it originated the Confederacy,
 was led thru to Vera Cruz and sent over to New Orleans in

. % 1862. There is no evidence that 1t was placed in the llexican
mall, henee it could have been sent over to New Crleans Ly a private
ship - and deposited in the New Orleans post office - As such it
would have been rated as a Ship Lettors But what about the rate
g:g %g New York? Prior to EHe; nCE OF Febe 27, 1861, the shlp rates
- beens : :

ﬁl) Addressed to port of ent;z - 64

2) To be conveyed beyond port of entry, regular postage
plus 2¢ or ¢ regular plus 2¢ ==5¢, :

The act above changed this to =

ilg Addressed to port of entry - 5¢
2) Beyond port of entry - regular postage plus 2¢ == 5¢,

Thus the Shlp 6 did not apply to a psi-iod, prior to the above act, nor
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~d it apply to a use in Dec. 1862,

Let us consider a use as late as Dec. 1l863. The act of
arch 3, 1863 provided - payment of 2¢ for each letter conveyed in
ny vessel, not employed in carrying the maill from one place to

~ another in the U. S., "or from forei t to a§¥<port within
. the U.8., and deposited In the post oilice at the port of arrival."
M;“gucﬁ Totters, if for delivery within the United States, shall be
“/+rated with double rates of tage, which shall cover the fee paild
"% to the vessel." I1I we figure EEEE the use was Dec, 1863 then the
‘8hip 6 would apply. Perhaps the wife of Gen'l Stevens was residing
n gexaa and sent this letter via Vera Cruz to New Orleans - there
to be forwarded to New York. New Oprleans would have rated it as
Ship 6 with 6/ due on delivery in New York.

I never saw any such a, marking as the one on stamp and
cover that is stated to read "REPEAL STAMP," nor have I ever noted
8 New Urleans p.m, with "FREE" at the bottom,

Now suppose we figure that the cover is a fake - After the
surrender of Lee's Army, Gen'l Yalter Husted Stevens obtained eme
ployment as chief engineer on the Mexican Rallway between Vera Druz
and Mexico City and at the time of his death - Nov. 12, 1867, was its
superintendent and constructing engineer, An English company was
buillding this road and during the Maxlmilian revolution, CGen'l Stevens
remained in sole control and preserved the property thru that diffie
cult period, ‘

: Perhaps this letter was actually written after the war, say
in 1866 or 1867, wvhen Gen'l and Mrs,., Stevens were living at Vera
Cruz - perhaps she did use an old 3¢ 186% and it was not recognized
at New Orleans and the letter rated as unpaid with 6 due. Was the
3¢ stamp used on this cover? Assuming that the lNew Orleans postmark
on the face is gemaine - and I do not doubt that it is « the outer
ring of this mnrking on the atag¥ indicates it was handstamped - not
painted - note the ation of the ring on the inside of the en=
velope.

Re -~ the "Politeness of etcs", this appears to be in the
same ink (?) as the address, but in a different handwriting, One
wonders if Mrs, Stevens wrote the address and Gen'l Stevens this
"politeness etc,?" Perhaps "Col. Geo., H, Sweet" was Captain of the'
ship between Vera Cruz and New Orleans,

I am afrald that the above is about as far as I can go, and

because the evidence 1s so meager and the source of the cover so bad,
I would not pay $135,00 for it without a certifilcate of authentication.
% If you feel like you want thils cover may I gest that you inform
17 John Fox that you would like to have 1t, prgggded it is Eenuine and

that in order to protect yourself you think you shoul e a Phila=-
telic Foundation certificate. Please do not give him any of the
Triformation contained in this letter, and if you will give me pore
mission I would like to write him and tell him that you sent the corer
} to me and it was my advice that you should have a P.I's certificate,
I would like to ask John why he thinks the cover is gemuine - especially
in view of the fact that no such marking as "Repeal Stamp" is known,
I would like to ask him to explain the Ship - pecause if he ,beliwves

\
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« Mr. Eben D. Finney’ Dec, 15’ 1949!

nt the cover is genuine he should be able to explain 1? it is
enuine, I would also like to ask him why he thinks tWat the 3¢
itamp originated on the cover, B

In conclusion I might also mention that the New Orleans
postmark is like the type used after the war,

‘, Thils 1s Thursday so I am sending this air special re-
istered so that 1t wlll reach you with as little delay as possible.

Please advise me as soon as possible regarding permission
to write John. He is quite a good friend of mine and I am sure has
a blt of respect for an opinion by me, hence no blame if I discuss
this cover with him. v

With Best Wishes and the Compliments of the Season -

Cordially yours,




FINNEY * WOLCOTT - AND - ASSOCIATES —ARCHITECTS
10 WEST 25TH STREET - BALTIMORE 18. MARYLAND BELMONT 1845

EBEN D. FINNEY A-l-A EUGENE R. SMEALLIE A-A-I-A
ox
JOHN WINTHROP WOLCOTT A-I-A

December 17th, 1949,

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook,
3% North Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentuckye.

Dear Stanley Ashbrook:-

Thanks very much for your speedy diagnosis on the
REPEAL STAMP cover, Frankly, I did not like the looks
of this cover from the first.

I told John Fox at the time that I sent the cover
on to you that I was going to get your opinion on it.
I raised several questions about it to him, and said
that I was not qualified to answer any of these, and that
I would not even consider acquiring it unless you could
see your way toward giving it a "clean bill of health",
I did not know at the time that it had also come from the
Needham stuff.

For that reason John Fox will know that you have
given an opinion on this cover. I will not, however,
tell him what you said about it, but will let you do
that when you contact him., John is also a very good
friend of mine, and I would not hesitate to talk things
over very frankly with him. I have always found him to
be honest and reliable, and also a very nice, helpful
fellow,

You took the attitude in your diagnosis that this
cover originated in Texas, and was taken from there into
Mexico., I am not arguing against that theory, but I believe
that the cover could have originated in Mexico, before the
Civil War, and was taken by courtesy of the officer desig~
nated on the front of the cover to New Orleans. There it
was placed in the mails in the normal way, and went by ship
to New Yorke I believe that the FREE post mark from New
Orleans, and also the entire REPEAL STAMP, were added to
this cover much later, You yourself say that you have never
heard of either of these markings. Neither has anyone else. \
I do not believe that the Philatelic Foundation would ever
give a certificate to anything so controversial, and for that
reason I wouldn't care to have such a questionable item in
my colleetion.s Of course, there is always the possibilit
that the whole thing is genuine, but in the absence of anything
else even faintly resembling it, it would never be classed in
the category of really desirable items. IR

Best wishes to you and Mrs.,Ashbrook for a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year, /7ﬂf? iﬁm

P ‘j /‘D “1" f“‘f&far‘{%*

&'r-f




Dec. 19’ 19490

My, Zben D. Finney,
#lo west 25“-11 utl'
Baltimore 18, Md,

Dear Pete:

First let me thank you riost sincerely for
the wonderful Maryland ham, which arrived in fine
shape several days ago and the three of us have been
feasting on it ever since. Stan Jre loves ham better
than turkey and I boliove I do also, 80 we sertainly
are enjoying it., It hasg a wonderful flaver and we arc
cutting the sllees very thin, Mre, Ashbrook seldon
eaga any pork but she.has had her share of thls delighte
vl hawm,

John Fox about the "Repeal" cover and I aslted Lim if he
didntt think il was a rather bad policy to sell a cover
such as this unless he could give some posltive assurance

that it was gemulne and was sctually in a class that ene \
titled it to sell for a reasonably high price. i

Now for yours of the 17th. I have just written \

Regarding wmy dlagnosis of bthe cover, I was i
trying to consider every angle of it. In other words, I \
tried to explore each possibility and my theory that it \
might have originated in Texas wase really just a mere ‘
possibility. You state that you believe thet it might
have originated in lMexieco Pefere the Civil War but Pete I

don't think this is possible, because of the "Ship 6" %H

rating, If the cover had originated in Vera Cruz for ex- ‘
ample, and had 1t been addressed to New Orleans, the "Ship F
6" would heve epplied, but the letter was adiressed to a ’
point beyond Hew Orleens, consequently, 6¢ due at New Vork
would not have ‘applied. IL the cover 1s genuine and if
the "Ship 6" 1s genuine, then I am strongly of the opinion

that In all probabillty the actunl use wag alber the close
of the war,

I wish that you c¢ould persuade John to send this
to the Philatelic Foundation, I would like to find ous
if there 1s any student known to the Ixpert Committee who
reould give some definite information regarding the cover,

e —

Wishing you and yours a Vory lMerry Xuas, I am
Cordially yours,




Dec, 19, 1949.

Mr. Joln A. Fox,
116 Nassau St.,
New York 7, NeVe

Dear John:

Thanks very much for your kindness in
sending me the beautifvl Dook and also for the
“fillers for the handy little .1onthly diary. Doth
of these are most welcome and I want you to know
that I deeply appreciate your kindness and thought
of me at this time of the year.

: Our mutual friend Pete Pluney, sont me
the 3¢ 18567 cover and gave me peruilssion to write
you regarding it. I gave hla what information that
1 had on this cover, both pro and eon, and did not
advise nim to purchase 1t or to turn 1t down. Pete
wrote me that you were very positive that the cover
is genuine and that you considered it in the class
of 0ld Stamps Not Recognlzed. It has been stated
that the straight«line marking reeds as Tfollows:

"REPEAL STAMP,"

= To be quite frank, I don't know whether it reads that

‘ way or not. I never saw anything like this marking
before and further, the Lerm sounds silly to me, In
other words, why should it be called & "Repeal Stamp?"
I the 3¢ 1857 was no longer good for postage, its
use was surely not repealing anything that I know of.
I wonder if you have ever hcard of another use of this
marking., The postmark on the f{ace appears to be New
Orleans and the one on the haek appears to have "FREE,"
One more luportant point 18 that there is absolutely
no evidence of yvear use, In selling a cover such as
this at a pretty stiff price, don't you think that it
would be safer to give the buyer some convineing evidence
that the cover is perfectly 0.,K. and is actually as
represented? Mor example, have you any idea as to where
the cover originated? Can you explain the manuscript
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#2+ Mr, John A. Taz, Dee, 19, 1949.

marking "Ship 6"? At the left end is a notation indicating

that the cover was from a Mrs., Gen'l Stevens and that it

was from Vera Cruz. I belleve that I could give you some

very valuable information on all the above guestions but I

éndge that you already have the answers, One more point -

Suppose for example that this cover was actually used in

Dec., 1865 or Dee. 1866, would you still consider that this

was a valuable cover? Do you think that the attempted use

say In 1866 would nake the cover valuable? I ask these

questions for the simple reason that I have some ecircumstantial

evidenece that the cover might have been used in 1866, May I
gest that you see if you can lecate the addressee in the

1865 or 1866 directory, or the firm the letter was addressed

in care of. TNo doubt you are awarec of the fact that the

rating of Ship 6 would have quite a bearing in determining the

period of use. Joln I don't want you th think I am a bit

presumptious. in diseussing this cover in the manner above. I

know full well that you would be the last person in the world

to sell a cover at a stiff price to a good elient unless 1%

was exactly as represented,

When you get a littleAtime write me regarding the
above, Bint

With best wishes for a very Merry Xmas and a Happy
and Prosperous iew Year, I am e

Cordially yours,




JOHN A. FOX

116 NASSAU STREET

STAMPS RETAIL

~ NEwW YOrkK 7, N. Y.
5 COVERS WHOLESALE
§€ ACCESSORIES BEEKMAN 3-5443 AUCTIONS

December 30, 1949

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft, Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of recent date. The cover
postmarked as I thought "REPEAL STAMP" was purchased by me in
the Harmer Rooke sale of recent date. Upon close examination I
have made a very interesting discovery. I now believe that this
mark is not "REPEAL STAMP" but "ILLEGAL STAMP", I am sending
the cover to you for further check and your opinion.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely,

JAF:ff




Jan. 7, 1950

| re John A. Fox,
116 lNassau St.,
Wew York 7, MeY.

Dear John:

, Herewith the 3¢ 1857 cover, Regerdless as to whether
the S.L, marking is §enu1ne or not I agree with you that it was
gurely mede to read "ILLEGAL ST MP." It is too bad that there is
no year use on the cover.

I don't know whether tuis cover is good or bad, and 1
doubt if anyonc could certily one way or the other, But suppose
we pive the cover the benefilt of 2 doubt and see if we can reeon=

= styuct a4 use that might £it,

The memo at left end incdloates that' it originated at
Vera Cruz, was from a "Mes. Gen'l Stevens" and was brought into
New Orlesns ac n "Ship Letter" ané forwarded to llew York as such
with 64 due on delivery, This rato of 8¢ did not hewe—so apply
por to July 1, 1863 - bul 1t 'did on and after that date.

Prior to July 1, 1863 it was - rerlar poatage (3¢) plus &¢
ship fee or 57 = After Tuly L, 1065 - it was double the regular

postage (2 x 3¢))
T.hlls if t-l j.f’ covery '5.,‘3 ‘;::('—}‘v",_’!_:.'ivtﬁ’ I ngeume th“ I‘ﬁte of "‘S_M
5?' 18 also penuine, snd indiosting a use after July 1, 1863,

e

Because of the "Vera Ciuz® and the "Urs, Genl Stevens,"
it is possible that this letter was From the wife of the Confedere
ate Cenfl Walter Iusted &tevons,  Porhapg this corwld be established
1f we lmew the meiden name of i‘ra, Steveus. The nonogram on the
back appears to be :

:E.l’!.c ‘S. TR

Why not call up thoe HNew York Public Library and find out if those
a8 the initials of irs, Gen'l Walter Musted Stevens?
. — —— gfevens s

Brig. Gencral was Chief Ingincer in Lee's Awagy, and prlor
to the War he had been In ibe Pedernl Army and stationed at New Orleans
and Galveston, After the close of the war Gen'l Stevens obtained
employment as Chief Fngineer on the lMexican Railway betweon Vera
Cruz and YNexico City with headquarters at Vera Cruz, Thus we have
a Vera Cruz connegtion. An Engllish Conpany was tnilding the railroad
and during the Makimillan revolution, Gen'l Stevens reomained in sole
eontrol and preserved the property thru that difficult perilods
3en'l Stevens dled at Vera Cruz in 1867,

It seems rather ilmprobable that Hrs, Staevens sent this r



#2, Mr, John A, Fox, Jen. 7, 1960

. susepgould have been - if genuine - in December 1865 or December 1866 =
. “ppobably not in 1867 as the Genmeral was not allve in December 1867, |
If my analysis is correct, then this is not a Civil War cover =
[ "orp STANPS NOT RECOGNIZED," but an attempted use of a 3¢ 1857 after
4 t WAl ’ - - -
g % ; ; bda =TT
' I am sending Mr, Eben Finney a copy of this letter, as he
might wish to reconsider purchasing the cover now that you were able to
decipher that straisihb-line merking.

3 -letter from Vera Cruz prior to the close of the Civil War - go the
|

2 |

J Tiater
-

Since weiting the above I made a very ihorough search of my
files and found that I have & record of this straighteline marking
"ILLRGAL USE®™ I refer to a cover loaned to me by Dre A, J. Herts.

No doubt vou are faniliar with 1t and 1t vas the Tlertz eover that enw
abled vou to decipher the "Cbeveng cover," ~ put if nob, here is

2

mo of Ltho Borbz sguer =R U.oe of 1802 gtamped envelope postmarked
CANTON KV " « month and dey not legible « ne year indicated, Addressed
to Mesars Cavroll Hay & Co Hew Orleans La, In blaeck, handstamped

s

o Yo , iy R e e s
DUE 3" and alsge "ILIEGAL S8TAWPT ~ saune 8138 69 on the

..... Stevens cover,

W kT

I will ve mueh interested in your comsents on the ahbove,

Vith baest wighes =

¢ S Cordially yours,

Copy %o
B, Be FPIINEY



Jans 6, 1950

Mrs Eben Dy Pinney,
10 West 25th S5t.,
Baltimore 13, Md,

Dear Pete:

Jgohn Fex returned the 3¢ 1857 cover to

me and requested me Lo take another look at it,

John suggosted that instead of that marking reading

"REPEAL STAMP” that it aetually wae moant to. read,

"ILLAGAL STAMP". Regardless of who or when this

was applied I puess there is ne doubt that this 1s

the wording that was intended. I don't know why

I was so dumb as to oVerlook the word 1llegal, I

dont't ¥now whether thils cover is gemiine and I don't

believe that anybody could certify that it is even

if a similar use from New Orleans was discovered.

It seems rather odd that 1f a handgtamp such as this
= was used at a large poat office such as New Orleans

that only ons cover would be knowm. In addition, the

fact that it caune frow the Noodham collection is bad.

Under the circumstances -1t might be possible
that you night want to change your nind and acquirve
the cover from Jonn, 80 whon T return 1t I will re-
quest him to give you firgt call on it. ;

Vith best wishes -

Cordially yours,




STAMPS
COVERS
ACCESSORIES

JOHN A. FOX
116 NASSAU STREET
NEw York 7, N. Y.

BEEKMAN 3-5443

Jenuary 10, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing both covers for you to check, the one
marked "Illegal Stamp" which I sold to Dr. A, J. Hertz some
time ago and the Stevens cover. Is it not possible that this
illegal stemp marking was in use in New Orleans. The Carroll
Hey cover is addressed to New Orleans and the marking could
have been placed on the envelope upon receipt. Would appreciate
having your opinion regerding these. »

I wish to thank you for the appointment to the Publicity
Committee of the Confederste Stemp Alliance and assure you that
I will do my best to help Colonel Finney.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely,

ot

JAF:£f JOHN A. FOX



MI‘. JOhﬂ IXQ }'10}('
116 Nassau Sti,
New York 7, HsV,

)

Dear Joln:

Herewlth the two covors as per yours of the 10th, ,
The answer in reply bto your query is this = Yes, thils handstanp
eonld have been applied at New Orleana provided the marking 1is
genuine, : '

It ls my understanding that the Stevens cover came
from the Needham collection and I have a susplelon that the
entire came Ifrowm the saune source. It does seem rather odd that
the only two known Covers with this narking (to me) came(?) from . |
Teedha,

Conslder the ontlres This envelope was not demonttized
until August 1GOL and at tht time the Waw Orleans Post OLfite was
in Confederatce hands - (June 1, 1801 « May 1, 1862). Thus this
use wag after Hay 1, 1892, mhe quest ion eriges - When was this
cover used, and how did i1t go¥b "thru the Lines" fron Western
Kentucky to lew Orleans aftor May 1, 18627 Well the answer could
be via New York and sesa to N.O,

1 don't recall at what period the firm of Buchansn
Carroll & Co, was changed to Carroll Hay & Co, but that data might
have sowe bearing on the entirse,

John, it would bLe nice if we ecould locate other covers
with this "Illegal Stamp" marking. I sure would like to see
any that you could turn upe

With best wighes =

Cordially yours,

A




JOHN A. FOX

116 NASSAU STREET

STAMPS

e NEw YORK 7, N. Y. gy
WHOLESALE
ACCESSORIES BEEKMAN 3-5443 AUCTIONS
o January 16, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of January 13th, I appreciate
your interest in the two covers with the markings "ILLEGAL STAMP".

As to your statement regarding the Stevens cover, you are
correct. It did come from the Needham collection. However, the
other cover absolutely did not come from the Needham collection.

I do not know who gave you that information but they are definitely
in error. In view of this and knowing that it is definitely from

a different source I believe there is a great possibility that they
are genuine,

I will definitely contact you should I strike any others
of a similar nature. Again many thanks for your kindness.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely,'

JAF:ff HN A. FOX




Jan, 19, 1950,

Mr, John A, Fox,
116 Nassau St.,
New York 7, Ne¥.

Dear John:

Re - yours of the 1l6the I think that we should make

3u&te an effort to establish whether or not that marking,

ILLEGAL STANP" is gemiine or not. It does seem strange that

if this was used at New Orleans P.O.g that only two covers
bearing it are known, I state only "two" because it scems to be
unknown to Confederate collectors, Shenfield never hneard of it
and the only one that MacBride has ever seen was your Stevens
govers Of course, its exhreme scarcity could be agcounted for
by the fact that the lew Orleans P,0, was in Coniederate hands
from June 1, 1861 until Nay 1, 1862, 1 advised Larry Shenfield
to contaect you with a request to see the covery If you have no
‘objection I willl insert a notiece in the C,8,A, Bulletin raequeste
ing any ovner of a cover with this marking to subult same to ne,
Let me lmow, ;

I haven't a doubt that Perry 1s more than correct
about Needham, In fact, my guess is that Perry is aware of only
a swmall part of the fake stuff that came out of Needham's hands.
For many years I thought Perry was Just plain nuts and that all
his charges against Henry were pipe-dreams. Now I know better,
I knew Henry Needhan quite well and was entertained in his home
on numerous occasions, I even discussed the Peryry stuff with him
but he assured me that Ferry was a mental case and that he didn't
want to add to Perry!s troubles by refuting his chargess

Consider the Hertz cover, A faker could make such an
item with ths greatest of ease - no year uee - just the New Orleans
‘address, If the handstamp wae applied at Mew Orleans one wonders
why the of fice of origin recognlzed the obsolete entire, Well,

I suppose a faker could laugh that off with ths explanatinsn - small
county P.0., ctc.

Yes John, I think we should see if we can't dig up some
more evidence on these two covers, I am still quite skeptical,

With best wishes -

Cordlally yours,










ot

Dec. 8, 1949,

lire Zrwin A, Flero,
140 Valley Road,
Ardmore, Pa,

Dear Wr. Ficros

Perhaps 1 was mistalen but it wes my ime
pression that the block had not been oflerdd, but
1 was today informed that it was offered to a
number of people at the recent Fhilatelic Congress
and it was intinatod that 1% could be had for

£3, 200,00,

The above came to the ears of my prospective
buyer so I called the whole thing off amd informed
him that I was reburning the block to you and if he
wished he could take it up direct with you.

I made a vhotegraph of the block and single
and T will send you a print later,

Herewith I an retuwning bobh.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosed herewith

S 1857 = Iype I « Red Prowm = blocl: of ¢ plus single,
PeBe==81ince writing the above I am in maceipt
of your telegram.

" 1R A
ogidg lim



ERWIN AGNEW FIERO
140 VALLEY ROAD
ARDMORE, PENNA.
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Dec. 15, 1949,

ir. B, A. Fiero,
140 Valley Road,
Ardmore, Pa.

Dear lir, Fleros

I am in receipt of yours of the 22th and
I have an idea that one of your dealer friends down
in Philadelphia run the block down to sueh an extent
that the sale was killed. Naturally when I saw the
block I realized that much was desired in the way of
condition but regardless of this fact the block 1s
indeed a rarity and as far as I am aware its size is
unique. When it comes o unicque items one cannot be
over-particular as to condition. The famous British
Guiana is nothing beautiful to look at but every time
it changes hands it seens to sell at a higher figure.
If one wants tc collect condition alone they shouldn't
collect 19th Centwry but should specialize in 20th.

Por your own information, my prospect was not
My, Newhury as !r, Newbury has been 1ll ror over a year
and confind to his room for the past eight to ten
months, during which time he has not glven any attene
tion to philately. It was vory embarrassing when my
friend informed me that the block had been offered to
him subject to sale at 51,200, Ie did not disclose
who was offer it at ColuMbus but told me that I could
get the information from Anthony Russo if I desired.
Inasmuch as I told you that I would only offer the block
to one person I hacd no choice but teo return it to you.
I have little doubt but what you know who is to blame
in Philadelphia but of course that 1s gll guess~work on
my part.

I sincerely thank you for giving me the
i"rcorrect story and srwmat 1t will be different the next time,

With the Compliments of the Season, I an

3 Sincerely yours,




PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 3

December 9, 1949
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I am very glad to have your note regarding
the 5¢ 1857 red brown block and am surprised the infor-
mation got down as far as Cincinnati. The block, unfor-
tunately, is mot as in nice condition as one would like.
It is a block of eight with an extra stamp to the right
of the upper right corner of the block and none of the
stamps have gum. The left vertical pair is cut into
and right in the middle of the three right stamps is
a big spot, possibly a time stain which I do not be-
lieve can be removed without injuring the stamps. If

| it belonged to me I would remove the left pair and the
‘ r%g?t pair of three, leeving a very nice ungummed block
of four.

The ovwner wants $1,750 which would be all
right if it could be broken into two nice blocks but
from my way of figuring there is only one block and it
is certainly not worth what he is asking. Something
could be salvaged out of the other five stamps but two
are badly off center and two of the other three have

stains.

_ Thanks greatly for your postal which is appre-
/. ciated. Continue to keep me posted on Philadelphia and
f?gﬁmﬂew York affairs for honestly it is the truth something
 can happen in New York and I hear about it from you be-
:”w fore I do direct--for instance, Souren's death. With

kind personal regards,

~

Sincere TS,
1

h PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
PHW,JR: rmw
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G. F. PRATT. PRESIDENT
E. G. GUY, VICE PRESIDENT & GEN. MGR

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES
M. A. HAGERMAN, SECRETARY & TREASURER

072 fG7144 OF CARSON CITY
. I/nCORpO3ATED.

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

CARSON CITY, MICHIGARN

419 Union Street,
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, Ionia, Mjchigan.
31 N. Ft Thomas Ave. December 21, 1949,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:
Is the enclosed cover 0K?

I discussed it at some length with Harold Stark at his office in Detroit
Monday, and since he had no reference material at hand, he was somewhat
handicapped in forming a definite opinion and suggested I send the cover
to you, Stan, and said he would appreciate it if you would send him copy
of your reply on this cover, as he thought it was an interesting cover.
Harold did not like the looks of the cover for the following reasons that
I noted:

K.
3

et

() Never saw the particular black grid used in conjunction with the red
V.Y, marking, and does'nt look like a genuine N.Y. grid cenec.

(b) Long time in transit - Feb 19 - Mar 5 - 14 days.

(¢) If went on & French boat, would have French marking with SAME date
as the N.Y. cane - viz - FEB 19, and this is lacking. Stark says
that from memory, he is of the opinion that no French packet boats
operated out of New York in 1861 - thinks the earliest was around
1865 but you can check this. If the cover went by American packet
direct to Havre, the marking in the red N.Y. postmark should be a
"g6" instead of a "24".

3 (d) Cover is endorsed by sender "Stm Canada." If it went direct from

New York to Havre, on what boat did it go? The registry of this

Steamer Canada might be the key to the genuineness of faking of this

cover. If the Steamer Canada was a British boat, the cover would

not carry the red hexagon shaped French postmark reading "Havre

Vars 5 61" but would have instead the more common marking "Brit Calais"

with date ete, indicating it went via England and across the Channel.

3 > o ¥
e

A

Pk

L

I have studied carefully pages 321-346 of your Vol. II on these French .
rates, but am as puzzled as ever over this cover. Stark says it is either
a most unusual and desirable cover, or an outright fake, and he is inclined
to the latter opinion, but when I ask him "why" he is not sure why. It
just looks fishy, he says.

If genuine and 0K, Stan, please endorse same on the back of the coer \
for me. If not 0K, tell me why, and send Harold copy of your letter.
Am enclosing five to cover postage ete.

Regards!

Lok H71
ely, LES
! Nev g 1946
JGF/Xk eckenstein, xR

- . o

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGEﬁ UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICEJOR OTH CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIAT! -
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF AfY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE, ON THE PRICE EO:COCREzL
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIG! RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN 1S TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER.




Decs 25' 1949,

Mr. Je G« Fleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

i Re = the 30¢ 1860 cover as per yours of the 21st and whiech
I am returning herewith, This cover was Lot #471l in the Laurence
and 8tryker sale of Nove 8, 1946, I cannot lay hands on that eata-
logue at present so I don't know what 1t sold for, However, I have

@ photo of it in my files and I am sending Harold a print, just to

refresh his memory, and & copy of thls leétter, AU the time of the .
gale I evidently did not question this cover because I fall to find
any memo to that effect. , 4 »

 Jlere are sowe points: (1) The letter went prepald and of
coursé it eould have been a stanpless because prepayment by stanps
was not required on foreign mall at that period. (2) New York did
uge a ringless grid such as thils on foreign mail in 1860 and 1861,
Tt was generally applled in red but oeccasionally in black, To doubt
Rarold has examples in both red and black., I have tracings which I
1aid over the strike on your cover and they mmtch. (3) The Frernch
marking is not a "Freneh Packet" but a French Recelving at Havre,
It reads, "Et Unls Sorv, Dr, = 5 Mars €l - Havre" = translated meant,
"pport the United oStates by British Packet to Havre,”

The "Canada" was a British Packet of the Cunerd Line. The
rate was surely 30¢ and the eredit neant that we retained 2 x 3¢ whiech
was correct. In other words, we credited 24/ to the French, and they
in turn kept 67/ and 18¢ went to the British. It took 135 to 14 days
in 1860-1861 for an Atlantic crossinge =

It is just barely possible that this might have been & pre=

aid stampless cover and that someone attached a 30¢ 1860 with a New '
York foreign mail grid but I doubt this suggestion very much, Fakers
are not quite that elever, They don't know that three things have
to match like thoy do on this cover:

(1) Froeneh Receiving showing "SERV BR"
(2; 244 eredit

30¢ rate :
and (4) a Yew York foreign mall grid,

After the above I feel gonfident that larold will &gréa
with ne 100%.‘/go sum up, I believe the cover is genuine, #

With Christmas Greebings= ,
[ / Cordially yours,
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= SOUTHWESTERN INDIANA
PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY enry /1. F'lleyer THWESTERY 1601
EARLY EVANSVILLE
HISTORY MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT « CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL GERMAN POSTAL HISTORY
EARLY OHIO RIVER RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY
STEAMBOATS e e & NAPOLEONIC COVERS
STAMP COLLECTING & STEAMBOAT COVERS
MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB, EVANSVILLE-11-INDIANA X CAPE TRIANGLES
S.P.A.,A.P.S.,C.P.S.
BRAZIL * HAWAIT
“—— Q) (IO —— R D) (D ———————— e G 44— a1+ «(OIo ——

May 15, 1949
Dear Sten: -

In Laurence & Stryker's sale of May 12, 13, 14, lot 324 resds as
followe: "V, F, Stampless, from New York to Albany 1816, Steam Boat in
manuscript, aleo large B in red (One of the esrliest markings indicsting
Steamboat uge)."

For your filee, here ies 2 photograph of the cover thus descrited,
I vefified the dete; 1816 ie right. That really does make it a very
early steambost levter. The words "Steam Bost" are protebly a directive
mark spplied by the sender, indicating his intention to mail it at the
wherf, not at the post office. Right? But the big B is a new one to me,
I'11 be horribtly busy for the next three weeks, but wanted to get this
oii right away.

Yours sincerely,




L
|

May 25, 19490'

-

Mr, Henry A, lieyer,
516 Read St.

Evansvilie 11, Ind.

Dear Henry:

I expeet you are quit.e busy with the end of the

school term but perhaps you can give this a moment's -
thought,

Re = the cover of which you sent me a photo.

- Pirst - regardless of the "Steamboat" what made you think
that this passed thru the U, S. Mail? If it did not then
it 48 not a philatelic items It bears no postmark and I
xnow of no 7¢ rate in April 1816, The graduated rates in
_that particular month were: : :

8¢
10 :
12‘ ;'// f e
17 —— l i 2
20¢ ~ Ve
26¢

My guess 1s ‘that this was simply a private message

conveyed outside of the mail and if so then the "B" has no
philatelle significance.

Your opinion ws.ll be appreciated.
With best wishes - :
_ Cordially yours,
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S.P.A,, A.P.S.,C.P.S. BRAZIL * HAWAII

4D (S — e TN+ « @ ~Soe 42D s BP0 ——

June 6, 1949
Dezr Stan:

This iz wy first chance to write since rscsiving your letter of
May 23. Uy school year end Friday, June 3, and I au using today o
clear up some correspondence and t0 clear oif z work table heaped
high with letters, Indians covers, etc.

Tomorrow I uwust get to work mounting the Hawgiil collection., I
am to spesk to the C.P.S., on June 16 on Hawaii, and wish to show some
pages in the Balopticon, During all the ysers when I wae working on
the book, I never had a chance to mount the collection. From now
until June 15 ie not too leng to get it all mounted, since many
rages will not work out as I want thewm the first time, IEven wo,
this will be a "temporary" or "study" mounting, something like the
way the pdmiral does it, and not in ornamental finished style., The
way things stand now, I will never again get {o do up a collection
in diepley style; it takes more time than T can give to it,

Regarding the cover irox the Laurence & Stryker sale, with big
renuscript "B," you sre definitely right when you point out that there
wa® no Tc rate in April of 1816, Neither was there a oc rate, with
5¢ vlug 2¢ ship fee making Te. Funny I did not question that, Then
what does the "7" mean? We often run into casee where the receivar
of letters numbered them according to some asystem of hie own, but not
80 big as thisz "7."

T am not so much impressed with the other point you meke, that the
cover bears no postmark., I wonder if T have told you that T aw working
on a compilation of all obizinable types of the handstawps STHAM, STEAMBOAT,
and WAY, the point Veing to identify the towns at-which each type was used.
T have accumulated a collection of several hundired such covers, and my
obgervation is that 2bout half the covers bear no tewnmark, when the city
of addrees is the same 28 the city at which the letter mey logically be
supposed t0 have left the boat and gone into the post oliice, Apparently
the postel oificials considered it unimportant to apply a townmark when
the letier went no farther by mail, That would cover the case of a letter
whilch presumsbly left the bost at Albeny and was addressed to Albany,
That leaves us wondering only about the big "7." We will probably never
have a solution of that problem,

Messrs. Huber and Wagner, down at New Orlseans, writing the work "The
Grest Meill," have developed a theory that although a lc WAY fes was charged
in 1€51-52, no 2¢ STEAM fee was charged at that period, and that STEAN was
en origin mark only, not an additional 2¢ rate mark. Can we quote them any
authority in PL&R or in any printed contemporary liet of rates to prove

them wrong? Granted that the captain of a non-contrect boat got a 2¢ STEAM :

fee, have we any evidence that it was charged and collected? As ever,







Octs 31, 1949,

r. Winthrop 5. Boggs,
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 Bast 36th St.,
: New York 16, N.Y,

Dear Win:

I am returning herewith /2015 and #2040 as per yours of
the 26th,

Regarding the 90¢. For my files I would like to have
more data to include on the "trial target eancel" - I had guite a
bit of correspondence with Gene Riein and also some correspondence
with Clarence Brazer on this subject back in 1956, I have a memo
that it was also applied in blue but I was never able to verify the

report. If you can get any data on the subject for me, I will
appreciate the favor, :

I do not think that expert committees should pass on
such items as the enclosed 30¢ 1369 cover., Most anything in the
world eould have happened to this,

Lack of time prevented me from making a more thorough ex-
amination of the defects of the 90¢ but I didn't think that you
were especially interested in my remaris along that line as you have
the equipuent in the Tmff room for that purpose,

Have you heard what disposal 1s to be made of Souren's
"Laboratory" equipment? I heard it intimated that 1t was to be
left to the C.C. or the P.F, = It is a nice lot, bellecve me.

I will greatly appreciate the favor if you can obtain
those back mumbers of the C,C, Philatelist.

I heoard that Perry was contemplating repgblishing his
1925-1026, 10¢ 1847 plating article with new and f§her 1llustrations.
What a grand thing that would belll! It should be done and it should
be published in book form, Have you any information on this?

With regards -
Cordially yours,




THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

We enclose item #2015 which you may have seen before but
nevertheless I think you ought to see it and would appreciate your
opinion on this.

' In regard to your postcard concerning the Collectors Club
Philatelist with the Perry plates, I regret to say that there were
only a few copies available and they were picked up immediately. I
will, however, keep you in mind and if I should be able to locate
one, will try and get it for you.

it I also enclose #2040 on which the Committee would also
appreciate your opinion.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

Director

wsb/1
encls.
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Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING

350 FIFTH AVENUE « Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

December twenty-eighth
9 4 9

Dear Stan:

Thanks for sending me the enclosed which I return,
together with some notes written while I was at home ill. I
also send some notes on a Hilton Head cover, together with
Mac's analysis. He is going to wmrite an article on it.
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On Bd Prison Ship
Off Hilton Head S C
July 7, 1864

Mrs, McKay
University Va

My dear Madam

On the 24th June I parted with your son Capt C D McKay
at Ft Delaware and at his request write to say that he was
well and tolerably comfortable at the time, He had received
kind assistance from friends those I recollect are Mrse. Col
Brewerton (formerly Miss Courtney) one gentleman at Pottsville
Pa and one at Cincinnati 0, He sends nothing, I regret I
could not remain with him, Have been sent here with 49 other
officers of the C, S. Army as hostages for the safety of
certain Federal Officers held by Maj. Gel, Sam Jones in
Charleston 8.8. supposed to be in dangers My kind regards to
Miss Kate Whitehead.

Very truly & Respectfully
Te Eo, Upshaw
Maje 13th Va Cov,
Prisoner of War



On Bd Prison Ship
Off Hilton Head S C
July 7, 1864

Mrs. .'IcKay
University Va

My dear Madan

On the 24th June I par ted with your son Capt C D licKay
at Pt Delaware and at his request write to say that he was
well and tolerably comfortable at the time, He had received
kind assistance from friends those I recollect are Mprs., Col
Brewerton (formerly Miss Courtney) one gentleman at Pottsville
Pa and one at Cineinnatl 0, He sends nothing, I regret I
could not remain with him, Have been sent here with 49 other
officers of the Cs S. Army as hostages for the safety of
gertain Federal Officers held by Maj. Gel. Sam Jones in
Charleston 8,06« supposed to be in danger. Ny kind regards to
Miss Kate Whitchead.

Vory truly & Respectfully
T Es Upshaw :
- Maje 15th Va Cov.
Ppisoner of War



On Bd Prison Ship
Off Hilton lead S C
July 7, 1864

Mrs. Wﬂy
University Va

My dear MNadam

On the 24th June I parted with your son Capt C D McKay
at Ft Delaware and at hils request write to say that he was
well and tolerably comfortable at the time., Ie had received
kind assistance from friends those I recollect are lips, Col
Brewerton (formerly Miss Courtney) one tleman at Potteville
Pa and one at Cincinnatl 0. He sends nothing. I regret I
could not remain with him, Have been sent here with 49 other
officers of the C. S. Army as hostages for the safety of
certain Federal Officers held by Maj. Gel. San Jones in
Charleston B.0. a;zgpoaod to be in danger. Iy kind regards to
Miss Kate Whitehe

Vory truly & Respectfully
T+ E. Upshaw L
Maj. 15th Va Cove
Pplsoner of War




Re: Prisoner-of-=War cover
from Col. W.H.Forney

On June 27, 1864 Major General Halleck, Chief of Staff
(UeS.) ordered Major General J.G.Foster in charge Department of
the South at Hilton Head (Port Royal) S.Ce. to take a number of
"Rebel generals and field officers" equal to those U.S. officers
being held in Charleston, S.C., and to treat them "in precisely
the same manner as the enemy trdats ours, that is to be placed in
a position where they will be most exposed to the fire of the
Rebels",

On June 23, 1864, Major E. N. Strong, A.D,C, was ordered
by the Office of the Commisary of Prisoners to conduct to Major
General Foster at Hilton Head, S,C. certain prisoners then being
held at Fort Delaware, They included Major Generals Edward John-
son and Franklin Gardner, C.S.A,, three Brig, Generals, fifteen
Colonels, thirty Lieut., Colonels, and one Major, These included
Col, W.H,Forney of Alabama,

They left Fort Delaware a few days later and were duly de-
livered to Major General Foster at Hilton Head, S.C., It was his
intention to place them on Union-held Morris “sland in Charleston.
Harbor under first from the Confederate batteries in Charleston,
However, as a result of correspondenée with General Sam Jones, C,S.A.,
commanding in Charleston, in which letters from the Union officers
held there were recéived stating that they were being well treated
and were not unneeessarily exposed to fire, an exchange of prisoners
rank for rank was arranged on July 29, 1864, and these Confederate
prisoners were never placed under fire,

The actual exchange took place early. in August, and the
success of tthis manouver then induced the Confederate authorities
to bring some 600 other Ugion officer prisoners of war to Charleston
and attempt to arrange a further exchange for Confederate prisoners.
However, General Grant refused to permit further such exchanges, and
on August 20th 600 more prisoners were sent from Fort Delaware and
actually put in a stockade on Morris Island., Subsequently they were
sent to Fort Pulaski, Ga. and to Hilton Head, -~ the survivors to be
finally freed at end of the War early in 1865,

From all this it appears that Col. Forney's letter was writ-
ten from Hilton Head, S,C. probably late in July, was taken by boat to
Charle ston, S, C, under Flag of Truce, and was mailed from there on
Aug. 2, 1864, about the time his exchange had been arranged for and
was effected,

V.D.MacBride
Dec. 15, 1949, :
(Data obtained chiefly from The Immortal Six Hundred" by
Je. Ogden Murray, Winchester, Va.,, 1905),

Re Lot #619 - Fuller-Peters Sale, Nov. 29/30/1949.
Cover belongs to L.L.Shenfield.

A




Re: Prisoner-of-War cover
from Cols W.H cpornq_

; On June 27, 1864 lajor Ceneral Halleeck, Chief of Staff
U8, ) ordered Major Ceneral J.G.Foster in charge Department of
the South at Hilton Head (Port Royal) S.C. to take a number of
"Rebel generals and fleld officers" equal to those U,S. officers
being held in Charleston, S.C., and to treat them "in precisely
the same manner as the enemy tréats ours, that 1s to be placed in
a gogigion where they will be most exposed to the fire of the
Rebels".

On June 23, 1864, lMajor E., N. Strong, AJD.C. was ordered
by the 0ffice of the Commisary of Prisoners to econduct to Major
General Foster at Iilton Head, S.C. certain prisoners then being
held at Fort Delaware, They included !Major Generals Edward Johne-
son and Franklin Gardner, C.S.A., three Brig. Generals, fifteen
Colonels, thirty Lieut. Colonels, and one Major., These inecluded
Col. W.H,Forney of Alabama.

They left Fort Delaware a few days later and were duly de-
livered to lajor General Foster at Hilton Heag, S¢Ce It was his
intention to plage them on Union~held Morris “sland in Charleston.
Harbor under first from the Confederate batteries in Charleston.
However, as a result of correspondende with General SBam Jones, C,S5,A,,
commanding in Charleston, in which letters from the Union officers
held there were roeélved stating that they were being well treated
and were not unnegessarily exposed to fire, an exchange of prisoners
rank for rank was arranged on July 29, 1864, and these Confederate
prisoners were never placed under fire,

The actual exchange took place early in August, and the
success of this manouver then induced the Confederate au£hor1ties

to bring some 600 obther Uplon officer prisoners of war to Charleston
and attempt to arrange a further exchange for Confederate prisoners,
However, General Grant refused to pormit further such exchanges, and
on August 20th 600 more prisonears were sent from Fort Delaware and
actually put in a stockade on lMorris Island., Subsequently they were
sent to Fort Pulaskl, Ga, and to Hilton ﬂbadg‘- the survivors to be
finally freed at end of the War early in 1865

Prom all this it appears that Col. Forney's letter was write-
ten from Hilton Head, S.C. probably late in July, was taken by boat to
Charleston, S« Ce under Flag of Truce, and wes malled from there on
Aug. 2, 1804, about the time his exchange had been arranged for and
was effected.

Dec. 15, 1949,

VeDHMacBride

(Data obtained chiefly from "The Imuortal Six Hundred" by
J. Ogden Murray, Winchester, Va., 1905),.

Re Lot #619 - Puller-Peters Sale, Nov. 29/30/1949.,
P Cover belongs to L.L.Shenfileld.












619 Charleston, S. C. Aug. 2 and handstamped “Paid 10” and marked in
mms “Flag of Truce Exd. E. A. S.” sent by Col. W. H. Forney to

Mig¢ Eliza Forney, Jacksonville, Ala. Why Flag of Truce or Exam-
ined? Certainly neither of these places was “occupied territory”.
Figure this out. — PHOTO




Elmira Prisoner’s Letter handstamp, type I
Johnsons Island, O. Prisoner’s Letter—Examined by J. Berry, type

I, Postmarked Sandusky, O. May 10, 1865 on 3c rose
Fort Delaware, Del.—cancelled ‘“Delaware City, Del. Jul. 277, for-
warded to Charles, S. C. where the (Paid) “10” of this city was
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Doy L. McCALL

MONROEVILLE, ALABAMA

Dec. 18 1949

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.,

Dear Mr. Ashbrook;

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter offering
me & letter writtem from Rome, Italy by a former U. S.
Semator and Vice Presidemt, for which I thank you.

I presume this letter was writtem by William R. King, whom
was the only Alebamien that would fit the above. I would like
to have the letter, but as the greater part of the value of
it is in the stemps, and as I have long since given up the
idea of collecting stamps, I will pass it up.

I like to study ours and the Cinfederate postel history, and
still try to collect some Confederates, To me, the staup
business is & racket, and it didn't teke me long to find

out thet I couldn't buek it.

I might add that in 1912 we rented an apertment from a Mrs.
Williems, this was ebout three miles from Selma, Ala. Nrse.
Williams wes & neice of William R. King, and I remember she
had & great memy letters that were writtem by King. At the

time she was very old, end has been dead for &agood meany years.
Williem R. King is buried at Selme. He was & mative of Dallas
County, &nd resided om the Alabeme river, about fifteen miles
below Selme, at King's Landing. Back during Steeamboat deys, all
planters on the rivers of emy consequence had their own landings.
I heve & list of lendings on the Aleabeme river from Mobile to
Wetumpke & distence of 437 miles by river, eand there were 326
boat landings.

I recently rem into e few Confederate covers at Lower Peach Tree,
Ale. Ome of these is a Patriotiec Cover like Tye ExA-1, page 188
of Dietz's hend-book with an umn-listed slogen es follows;

"Run, Yenk, Or Diel"
Unfortunately some one hed tried to remove the stemp, but did
not get it all. If you would care to see it, I will send it
to you. I also have & rather interesting letter written in 1880
from South Americe from ome of the ex-Confederates that left
the South after the civil wer. There were quite a nuuber of them
from this section theat went there.

Wishing for youSend yoursa very Merry Christues, and & prosperous

1950, I em
B v

Do Le M

Sincerelydg




Dece 24, 1949.

¥r. Doy L. MeCall,
Honreeville, Ala,

Dear My, MeCalls

Thanks very mach for your interesting
letter of the 18th. Yes, you are quite right, the
letter is from Wm. R, King, and naturally its value
is in the stanps.

I was sorry to learn that you had doue
to the sonclusion that the stamp business was a
racket., There is no guestion but what we have a lot
of crooks in our nidst but don't you think it would
be stringe if 1t was otherwilse? After all, one can,
if he chooses assocliate with decent and honorable
people and have no contact with the scun.

Yes, I would like to see the Patriotic you
mentionoed and also the letter from the South American
Confeds Would you mind if I published it in "Stamps?"

With Holiday Greetings =

Cordially yours,




Doy L. McCaALL

MONROEVILLE, ALABAMA

Jork Des. 3 1980

Ll

Mr. Stemley B. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.,

Dear lVr. Ashbrook;

I em gled to pass the the two items alomg to you, The
"Pun, Yank, or Die!" cover for your inspection, amd the
ex-Confederate Shddier's letter for you to see. You have
my permission to use this in am article you will have
published in "Stamps", and may publish it in its entirety.

I got the Patriotic cover from & member of the McLauchlin
family, and it came from Lower Peachtree. In the past a member
of the feamily collected stemps, and the several covers I saw
had been treated pretty much the same as this one. I didn't
find out wheter or mot her collection is still over there.

I got the Marion, Miss. cover several yeers ago at Tompinksville,
Alabeme from the old Sirmoms home. At the time I wasn't very much
interested in covers, but was still doing a little stemp collectp
ing, and was told about this old correspondemce by & friemnd who
was an "Antiquer," There was emoemormous amount of old corresponde
end at least 500 old mewspeapers in this attic. When I was there

I picked up & small cartom amnd filled it full of old letters.
When I got them home I looked them over, and noticed at least

a2 half dozern envelopes made of wallpeper, also I noticed I had
brought along his diary while he wes a prisomer of war in
Wisconsin and Cemp Dougles, but there were no prisomer of wer
covers, and later he was released through an cxchamge of prisomer:
Unfortumately after I got imterested in collecting Confedertte
covers, before I had an opportunity to get back to this place,

it was &1l destroyed. lir. Burnett, the owner, advised me at the
time I got what I did that he wes going to destroy this old
correspondence, that his mother had been after him for 10 years
to clean it out. There were three rooms in this attic, amd they
were about 2 feet deep in old clothes &nd other jumk, and mixed
in were the old letters. There were some 15 to 20 large boxes

end o0ld trunks, which his boys had emptied all this stuff looking
for money. I have often wondered what I missed by not getting all
of it. I t probably had a letter im it whemn I got it, but my boy
would brimg his friemds around eny they would read these old
letters, end left the letters out of covers. I feel reasonably
sure it is & bona fide Confederate covere.

I would like to have your opinion of it and the other three
hend stemped peaids. The last three I got from & dealer in

Atlante, Ga.
alncerely

f\"hr\,‘c,,a Ds L. McCall.




The following is a copy of the letter enclosed in the envelope from
the lx-Confed in Drazill

Estacao de Santa Barbara
Dec 29th “;880

Dear Capt.

I wrote you last month and afterwards received your last,.
On Sunday the 26th the race came offs Our colt got the second place
and second purse, Ie falled to win the race through the fault of
the rider, whose Judgement was worse than mine though he had 20 yrs
exporience in riding, !y horse was only beaten 1/2 length, he
started behind the lst horse in which ¢ase he should have run for the
ingide track when entering the straight, whilch was my order and which
he did not do. My colt had more bottom and equal speed and runs
better up here, (the quarter is up hill) better than the winner of
race - he could have taken the track & oven had he failed the other
would have been done up by the time he entered the home stretch., 4
horges ran, Our scrub horse & one other was left standing at the
Post through villainy or nmismanagement of the Starters while the 2 :
which had no chance ran by themselves., We would have won casily & we
lost on days transaction only £80,00 & I was so disgusted that I sold
my colt for {1,260,00 as it is too much trouble & expense & inter-
ruption to other business to train race horses, Had we let Reece
ride we would have won the race & $500.00 & could have sold for
$2,000,00, tut let it rip, it will make no difference 100 yrs hence,

Our ecrop is looking fine both corn & cotton, no worms as
yot. We will sell thies year rather lower than last, 31.00 pr hundred
in the seed, Say to Frank & ? that Dick Bryan dled 60 miles from
home, wvery suddenly, with an apoplectic attack, he had been in very
bad fxealt for 12 months, Ny plow business is still good with fair
prospects of being better though the price of exchange takes off some
of the profit being 15 per cent below your cwurrency on ? blades we
makeé 400 pr cent, ? less than 100 pr cent, & on ? Plows, €60 pr cent,
? 100 pr cent, on double and single trees only 20 pr cent, So you see
? only ? large sales to do a big paying business., When I get on a
good lot I shall travel around as drumor & hope in next 12 months to
sell $10.Q°°000 worth,

I think slavery will go up in this country in from 3 to 6
years, perhaps sooner, as far as 1 am personally concerned the sooner
the better as those who know how to use their own hands would have
all underhold, I feel sure in this case that I could make 100 7 de
Reis, or $50,000,00 in 3 years, Ye could plant 50 acres in cane
by our own labor, hire hands to help make it up -~ this province only
makes 1/6 of its sugar & rum. none would come from abroad & conse=
quently sugar would to to 16 to 18 cents a 1b. & rum to (200,00 a
pipe. 5 pipes can be made to the acre, Some people think slavery
will not last 2 yegrs: 1f so yc()u and Boys could come out & nake
your fortune very suddently" (as old Uncle Bueck would say), But I
8t1ll hanker after the old Country & In sovite of the alection of
garfield I don't think the country is yet ruined but still I think
the best thing for you all in the South to do is to join the Rogues
& got part of the spolls., The success of the Democratic party is far
in the future 3 but even should they succeed 1t would only be a change
of thelves. would like very much to pay you all a visit but can
nelther spare the time nor money, If I had monsi enough to buy a fine
stallion & 1/2 doz. mares I should be sure to glve you a call bub the




-2 -

expense on these animals would be at least 500,00 a head to this
station & consequently I couldn't buy what I should want,

I have bou 1 whole & 23 tickets in the Ypiranga (?)
lottery « Capital {500,000.00, 2nd £200,000,00 ete, Should I draw
even 5 or 10 thousand -'C could stand a trip to the States, This :
drawing is to take place 30 inst., but I rather think will be
deferred as tho tlokets have all been bought on speculation & to
favor them the deawing will be deferred 1 nonth.

Jane's halr is getting protty white & I am 53, but yet a
boy slcally., I shall iry to hold out to 100 yrs. Col. Norris,
1 y_are all well & 80 is ours, We will have our crop laid by in
10 or 12 days but will have plenty to do, such as cleaning pasture,
repairing fence, making cottom house & building anything in shape of
a 7 ? can tell you 1s an expensive & slow business, ~

I shall write you again next month. All join me in love
to you and yourss Sincerely yours
Geo G. Mathews
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March 4, 1950.

ir. L. 7. Merrill,
1214 MeConnell Ave.)
; Portsmouth, Ohlo.

Deay Nr, Merrill:

Herewlth the seven cCoverg as per yours
of the 2nd, I regret to state that five of these
are fraudulent. The othor two "stampless" are
O0.Ke, but no doubt valueless,

The stemp "Helena" is a counterfeit and
so is the Texas postmark, The St, Louls stamp is
a counberfeit, also the marking on the cover, The
small HONOUR stanp 1s a counterfelt, also the
Charleston postmark, The red Camden pestmark 1s
a fake and also the stamp on thils cover, This also
applies to the red New York cover,

I would appvediate any information that
you can give me regarding the source from which you
obtained these fakes,

b

There 1s no rfee for this examnination,

Sincerely yours,



E. D. WARSHAUER
901 HILLSIDE BLVD.
Carrcroft,
WILMINGTON 281, DELAWARE
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Dec. 31, 1949,

Mre -Bs Do wﬂI'Shauer‘
901 Hillside Blvd.,
Carrcroft,
Wilmington, Delaware.

Dear lr, Warshauers

Yours of the 28th received.

You are qulte sight ehous the 47 rate to France via
England but perhaps some additlonal data regarding 1t might
add a little to its interests Our postal treaty with France
expired as of Dec. 31, 1869, hence arrangements were made %o
forward mail to England under the U.S.=-British treaty and to
France under the Anglo-French treaty. On Jan, 1, 1870, the
new treaty with Britain went into sffect - the rate belng fixed
at 67 per & ounce, This was arrived at as follows: 2¢ U.S.
27 British = 2¢ sea - transnission of wmail at the expense of
the forward country, with each country retaining all postages
collected, Thus the "4¢ rate” wes not actually a rate to
France but a payment to the British Frontier, in fact, a part

payuent o

The letter was lald down in England the same as 1f 1t
had originated there and was not repald to French desination,
Incldentally, it is well to remember thal French rates were
fixed at > oz., whereas the British and U,S. were on the % oz,
bagis,

" _Re = rates to Sweden in the late seventies, I do not
seem to be famillar with a 19¢ rate, According to my data, the
rates were as of May 1, 1868, :

To Sweden - Via the Norxth German Union,
"Direct" -~ prepaid 164
: unpaid 18¢
» " = Closed Mail, Via England
Prepaid 21¢
Unpaid 23¢

These same rates were still ln effect on January 1, 1870, Later
in 1870 - exact time? - the above prepaid rates were cut to 11¢
(direct) and 14¢ (via England).

Sincerely yours,



E. D. WARSHAUER
901 HILLSIDE BLVD.
Carrcroft,
WILMINGTON 281, DELAWARE
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Jane 9, 1950,

Mr. B D. Warshauer,
901 Hillside Blvd.,
Carpcroft,
Wilmington 281, Delaware.

Dear lir, Varshaver:

Thanks very much for a look at the letter from Mre. Grayson,
which I am returning herewithes I have made a copy of it for my files,

I note that he states: "In November 1869 through 1870" the
rates were,

Paid Un
To Sweden Direct to Germany 1.
o Sweden Via Ingland to Cernany _ 19¢ 21¢

I have before me an offieial booklet issued by the New York
Post Office for thelr "Letter Carriers" and dated January 1870. The
rates as of Jan, 1, 1870 for Sweden are given as follows:

Pald ° Un aid
"British Mail direct”
Closeddllail via England A 23¢

The Annual Report of the Postmaster Cencral, dated November
15, 1870, gives some interesting figures on forelgh rates but the
figures evidently refer only to prepald meils For example -

Decs, 31 Apr, b 4 Nove 1

%o Sweden 1867 1869 1870
German Mail Diree 23 A 10 & §
German !Mall Via Ingland 54 21 14

There must be some explanation for the discrepancy in the
above figures.

Searching thru my files I ran across a memo from a letter
that I received from Elliott Perry in August 19428, He stated that he
had just sold a cover that went to Sweden "about 1870" and which had
a 30¢ 1867, a pair of 3¢ 1869 and a single 2¢ 1869, This was doubt=
less the cover referred to in your letter,

With kindest regards -

& Cordially yours,




B

Tany 19, 1950,

Mr, L.LeShenfleld,
560 FAfth Ave,.,
How York 1, Ne".

Dear Larrys

I an sending a copy of this letter to Mac and any help
either of you can give ne will be appreclated,

Please note the enclosed photo print. The original is
supposed to be a gonuine cover from New Orleans to Paris - in

Jul (via Yew Vork), There are three 57 1857 - Type II - one
W is an ¢ brown (marked on photo as "0,B.)s lote the
Now Oprleans poe‘%%. IT this cover is genuine, why were the old

staups recognized at New Orleans? Also at the Foreign Division of
the llew York Post Office The targets on the stanps are a very
dark blackish blue, or blue black = or indigo. The postmark 1s
also in a very "dark blulsh black" = but in my opinion, different
from the ink of the targets.

The question that bothers me is not whether this cover 1is
ine or not but rather - what about that New Orleans postmark?

8 it gomine? It is easlly identifled by the "8" of Orleans as it
is coc de Will both of you look thru any covers that you have
with the double eircle postma-k and see 1f you have a cover showing
this particular stamper with the cockeyed "S," And further - I do
not recall that I ever saw a use of a dark blue or blackish blue ink
for a postmark at lew Orleans, All targots and postnarks have been
in black, according to my recollectlion. )

Doth of you may have covers with a double cirgle New
Orleans used in 1861 and early in 1868, Will vou please see if you
can find one like this one? Thanks in advance, '

Yours otc.,
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1-4, WARWICK STREET, (PICCADILLY CIRCUS)

LONDON, WL

Dec.11,1949.

My dear lir.Ashbrook,

It is a long time since you heard from me last.
There has been, so far, nothing special to report to you.

Business is very brisk again since devaluation and
prices for all sorts of US are on the upcurve in England, as 1t was
to be expected as a result of the currency cut.

May I have the great pleasure of seeing you here
next year on the occasion of our London Exhibition? I could imagine
that the journey to Europe would not only make a nice change for you
and lMrs.Ashbrook, but might also turn out as of considerable philatel-
ic interest to you. If I can be of any assistance to you in this
respect, please let me know. We have, of course, a booth at the show
and I expect the one week, during which it will be open, to develop
into the usual pandemonium.

As you have such marvellous records, I wonder
whether you can tell me if there are more copies known of 11P (1851,
3ce0riginal plate prmwof) than the 6 copies ex Crawford collection
that Dr.Chase mentions in his 3 c.book on page 210 (1942 edition).

I would be grateful for any information, you may be kind enough to
give me.

I take the opportunity of ‘wishing you a happy
Christmas and New Year and am looking forward to hearlnv from you.

Kindest regards

cordl(iiy yours

to Bacher. !




Dee. 17, 1949,

' Dr. Carroll Chase,

ReF.Dy-1y
Milford, H.H,

Dear Doc:
Re = 3¢ 1851 original plate proofs of the
3¢ 1851 - Dr, O,Bgcher inquired in a letter recelved

today if more than six copies were now known? These,
Ex-Crawford, mentioned in your 1942 book, page 210.

Perhaps he wrote you the same inquiry but if
not I would like to accommodate him,

Regards =

Yours ete,,



Dec, 17, 1949,

Dr. Carroll Chase,
RiF,D, 15
Milford, N.H.

Dear Doc:

Re - 3¢ 1851 original plate proofs of the
3¢ 1851 - Dr, O,Bgcher inquired in a letter received
today if more than six copies were now known? These,
Ex~-Crawford, mentioned in your 1942 book, page 210,

Perhaps he wrote you the same inquiry but if
not I would like to accommodate him,

Regards -
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v Dec, 28, 1949,
Dr. O, Bacher.
% The Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd.,
Regenecy HNouse,
l=4 Warwick Sto’
London W -~ 1, England,

Dear Doctor:

It was nice to hear from you after such a lapse., I believ
in your last letter you mentioned you were going on an auto trip on
the Contimmht. I trust you had a most enjoyable vacation,

I would like very much to attend the London Exhibition nex
spring but it is out of the question because of a heart condition
that does not improve and even short trips out of town don't do me
any good, International philatelile exhibitions are rather strenudus
affairs, It would be a great pleasure to attend and to have my f irst
sight of lingland.

I wrote Chmpell Chame regarding plate proofs of the 3¢
1851 and here was his reply:

"I never saw or heard of any 3¢ 1851 plate proof except
the six mentioned above. Ixeept that a full pane of 100 from Plate
4 turned up in England a Tew years ago and was bousht by an
American collectors This is the full pane mentioned by Simpson
in Vard's article in Mekeol'!s Weekly Stamp News for Dec. 19 149,
This gheet 18 a proof and not an issued stamp, As far as I know
the pane of Plate 4 is still intact.” .

It is barely possible that Clarence Brazer may know of
some items dhat are unknown to Chase so I suggest you write him,

Chase rientioned Mekeel's of Dec. 19th, I note that I
have the issues of the 12th and 26th, but no copy of the 19th, so
I presume it was lost in thé tremendous volume of Christmas Mail,
Perhaps you receive llekeel's,

With every good wish for a healthful and prospersus
New Year - S

Cordially yours,
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Via Air. C§é%?anqy Howse
1-4, WARWICK STREET, (PICCADILLYCIRCHS)

LONDON, W.L

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, - : Jan.4,1950.

From your kind letter I note with great regret
that, for health reasons, you will not come to see us next May. I
had lunch with Sir Nicholas to-day and he is disappointed, too, as
he would have loved to meet you personally at last.
: 'hank you for the trouble you have taken to Iind
out more in the proof matter. You gave me some valuable information
and I wonder whether Dr.Chase would be good enough to divulge the
name of the present owner of the pane of 100 or get his permission
for me to contact him. No commercial transactions whatever are in-
tended. You will understand why I want to contact him when I tell
you that my latest find consists of a blockef 60, marginal and with
imprint, from the right pane of plate 4, paper, make-up, brush-

"~ cancel etc. exactly like the pane sold at Harmer, Rooke's on Nov.5,

1938, Photo goes to you via second class airmail to-~day. Keep it,
please, for your records, but I reserve the right to write on the
matter.

A Mr. Marsden wrote an article on a similar pane
of 96, but the left pane from plate 4 and with the plate number in
reverse, in the Londom Philatelist of August 1945. That full pane

four is in the possession of lMr,.Bemrose jr., Derby, grandsen of
the owner of the firm of the same name where the sheet or sheets
were sent to in 1855(?) for perforation trials. DreChase does not
know of that panet and you mpght tell him, if you like., The story
is told in Brazer's Essay Proof Journal No.9. Mr.Brazer whom I con-
tacted meanwhile informs me that he possesses one of thege proofs,
namely 93 R4 whic¢h is, of course, missing from my block as you will
see,

I may add that Harmer Rooke's do not seem willing
to disclose the name of the 1938 buyer and before I ask them to get
in toush with him, the direct way over you and Dr.Chase whom I thank
very much for his kind help seems to be so much better.

I*send Dr.Brazer a photo, too, but ask him not to
write on the matter and not to publish it in any way. -

I would like you to look at the enclosed cover. The
very late use of the 5c stamps, amomg them a levely orange-brown,

P-T-0



off poucte zFy f’}?fﬁ
puzzles me., Is this perhaps a use during the Confederate occupation™
of New Orleans or was the place on July 24 just liberated by thec
Northern armies? On the faée of it the cover looks quite all
right to me and I gave very little for it to a man who had it for
30 years in hip collection and sold me many other things.

As you have all the records you are the only person
to verify the details and, backed up by your tremendous knowledge
in these things, may'be in a position to "O.K." the, if genuine,
charming and rare little piece. I collect such put-of-the-way 7
items and it would have a fine place in my private collection. oy

If you like to make a photo for yourself and, should ;&
it be 0.K., write on it - you are welcome to both. e
Very many thanks and I trust, I do not trouble you tooiiy

much. {ry

Please return via B.P.A., 3 Berners Street, London,W.1l,
as usual, by registered airmail,
S Best regards .
cordially yours

— Ul Bk

P.S., Find similar target cancels, contemporary, used
by the Confederacy, in Dietz' book. Frankly, the targets on this
cover put me off a little, It may be lack of experience only or,
perhaps, I have grown too suspicious regarding covers

m‘. :

T P.,P.S. Have not received my Mekeei's of Dec.l19 yet. Whatt
a coincidence that Ward should have written just now on that

matter!
a3

Lt b . Oyl oo T 7%4!
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Jan. 9, 1950,

Dre O Baomr,
% The Westminster Stamp Co.,
Regeney House,
l=4 Warwick St.,
London W.I., England.

My dear Dr, Bacher:

Your registered air letter of the 4th with the 5¢ cover
arrived this date, together with the photograph., Many thanks for
the latter., It is indeed most interesting and I am forwarding it to
Dr. Chase today, I know that he will be delighted to see 1f., I
assure you that we will both refrain from using it in any way and
will keep this discovery of yours eonfidential, I will make special
mention of this point in my letter to the Doctor.

Offhand, it is my guess that Chase does not know the name
of the owner of the pane of 100 = Left No. 4, but I will find out one
way or the other, The Harmer Rooke sale was in London on Nov. 5,
1938, I have the illustration somewhere in my files. I have a copy
of Brezer's Essay~-Proof Journal No. 9 containing his review of the
artiecle in the London Philatelist,

Regarding the 5¢ 1857 cover. The New Orleans Post Office
was operated by the Confederate Government from June 1, 1861 to lMay 1,
1862, on the latter date, the city lell to the Federal Forces, I do
not see how this cover eould be good because I cannot imagine a re-
cognition at New Orleans of the old 1357~18C0 stamps as late as July
1862, But even had the New Orleans P,0, recognized the old demonetiz-
ed stamps I don't belleve that the Foreign Division of the New York
Post Office would have permitted them to go thmi, Thrmout the North
the old stamps were invalid for postage during August and September of
1861, but were still good at some Pacifie Coast offices until late in
December 18¢l, The ink of the killlers and the postmark are in a dark
indigo, but I don't =eem to recall that New Orleans ever used a dark
indigo blue ink, However, I am consclous of the faet that they might
. have because there was plenty of trouble in New Orleans in the summer
of 1862, 014 Ben Butler was In complete charge and how the people
literally detested him,.

I have only glanced at the cover but I want to give it a
very eareful examination, because if 1t is good, (and I can hardly
imagine how 1t could be), it is really some cover,

When the Federals took over in May 1862 they may have put
into use new stampers and inks, Target cancels were used at New
Orleans in 1864, so they mgy have been used earlier,

More later =

Cordlally yours,

e



Jan, 9’ 1950,

Dr. Carroll Chase,
R. Fd Dc 1'
Milford, N.H.

Dear Doc:

' I am enclosing herewith from Dr. Bacher for
your look and corument:

21) Photograph
2) Letter from Beacher
(3) The cover mentioned,

J What do you think of this cover? It can't
péssibly be good in my opinion, but I have only made a
casunal exanination,

Envelope here for return. I am writing
Bagher that I am showlng the photo to you but that we
®will not show 1t or mention it to anyone,

I have a ¢opy of the Proof Journal lo, 9 and
supnose that you have one but if not I'll loan mine to
you - in case, ‘

It1l1l make a photo of this photo if you wish.

Have you any idea who owns the left pane =
Ex-Harmer Rooke sale of 19382

With regards =

Yours etea.,,
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Dear Mr., Ashbrook, Feb.8,1950,

I have to thank you for your letters of Jan.9,17 and 26 and
all the trouble you took to help me, -

Starting with your last letter I searched in the meantime high
and low to find a cover with the marking ENGLAND UEBEF BREMEN., I was unable to
unearth & single one., I remain on the look-out, particularly when I go to
Germany again next August, and here where such covers should turn up,

Regarding the 5 c. 1857 cover, carful tests of the inkf of the .
New Orleans postmark gnd the targets on the stamps have convinced me that it is
the same, The cover still puzzles me, I assume you are right as usual, Surprising
is, however, that the target ink resisted any attempt of removal by rubbing with
a moist handkerchief., If painted in, it would "bleed" oconsiderably, Further, a
Grenz-Ray test proved that a mineral ink was used . Broadly speeking such inks
were in use till about 1890 and than graduaslly and speedily replaced by aniline
inks which were very much cheaper, Indigo blue was perhaps one of the last minerals
to be replaced, but this would not have been later than at the beginning of thid
Century. So either the faking was done at a very early date, when covers were not
yet collected and we must therefore fail to see the incentive for doing so, or the
person who did the job about 30 years ago got hold of mineral indigo blue »yxzmzm®
arikexinexadikdd and applied it in this case, anticipating unwittingly that only
mineral would be right and aniline would be found out one day, in this atomic age
when we have Grenz Rays at our disposal, That anybody waszleft with mineral indigo
blue about 30 to 40 years ago, seems to me a most unlikely chance in a case like
this,

Allthis is, from a legal point a view, circumstantial evidsnce
only. Though we may not be able to ascertain or, at least, to suggest, how, why
and when the faking was done, the fact maxy remaims that the cover izxphmmyxxixiz
mwkxinkendxizxeznkrsdictxysny may be phony. I do not intend to contradiet you, I
merely place Wefore you some most peculidr features of the case that make one
wonder whther the luck is here, as so often, with our opponents, the backroom
boys, or with us who spend much of time and work in running them down to
earth, You hinted at the problem by expecting two distinguished expert bodies of
probably pronouncing the cover as genuine, It wouldn't surprise me, if they wowld

do so. I consider to submit it, i&rhii_iggzgg}
Mr.Brazer wants to write an articleyon my proof block of 60

and congratulated me on the find., Later in his letter he suggets that I should
write it, I am not keen on either. Incidentally he doesnot know the whereabouts
of the left pane ex Harmer Rooke's, now in America, Bemrose's assure me that they
had only the one sheet on which Marsden wrote, Perkins Baconpmay have had more.
Including mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100,96 and 60
respectively, the first two from the left pane, the third from the right pane;
also sbout a dozen singles which all seem to come from the right pane, I surmise
from"my"pene,

Best regards

very sincerely yours

0.Bacher,
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Jan. 17, 1950,

o5

Dr., Carroll Chase,
R. F. D. l’
Milford, N.H.

Dear Doc:

Thanks for vours of the 12th with return of
the photograph and the Bacher cover. I believe that
the New York and French markings on the cover -are gen=
uine, but I am not so sure about the liew Orleans, i
it 4s genuine, then the cover was surely a prepaid
stampless from New Opleans = 1f the New Orloans peiu. 18
a fake then the ecover could have originated st New York
as a prepaid stampless, The targets look tome Llike
they were both handstamped and painted and the orange-
brown single has a thin spot.

I don't seem to have any .0, postuark of the
1861 period that 1s exactly 1llke this, nor do 1 recall
that 1.0, used any such dark blue inlk,.

Thanks for your remarks on the 3¢ photo, I
will eonvey them to Dr, Bacher,

What 4s your opinion of Bacher? He has always
been on the square with me,

With best wishes =

“Yours etcCs,




Jane 17, 1950,

Dr. O. Bacher,
; % British Philatelic Assoelation,
3 Berners Street,
London W,I, England,

Dear Doctor Bacher:

Horewith I am returning the U. S, cover contained in
yours of Jan, 4th - (from New Orleans Jul 24 1862 - thru
New York Aug, £ - addressed to Parls France with three (3)
Ue S. 54 1857 - Type II.)

I 434 not make a thorough exawination of this cover,
but it is my opinion that these three stamps did not origlnate
on this cover, hence the three targets canceling the stamps are
fraudulent, I don't seem to have any record of this particular
New Orleans stamper - It is a different one from any examples
that I have of the 1861-1862 periods Hote the gockeyed "S"
of Orleans,

I suggest that you make a careful test to determine
whether the ink of the postuark iz the same as that of the pargets.
If the Mew Orleans postmark is genulne, the letfer could have heen
sent prepaid without stamps, I note the Orange Drown has a thin
ppots I night add that the btargets surely have every appearance
of being painted rather than handstamped., The gum under the top
stamp looks very queer,

If you submitted this to the Royal I belleve that they
would O.K. it. And further, the Txpert Comittee™ of the
Philatelic Foundation would probably do the same, Of late, they
have heen authenticating fakes and conderming genuine covers., 1
would like very much to know what sort of an opinion they would
actually render,

Regarding the 3¢ 1851 bloek from Plate 4 - Chase replied
as follows:

"I xnow who bought the complete pane but unfortunately I
am not at liberty to tell the man's name, I think i1t is probably
off the market as long as the man lives,"

I sent vour letter to Chase and he surely noted your
request that he have the owner éontact you but he made no reference
to your request in his reply. I do not feel that I can press the
matter furthers I surmise from the remarks by Chase that he belleves
that Bemrose had more than several sheets of two pansg each,

With kindest regards - Cordially yours,




Doherty, Clifford <& Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING

350 FIFTH AVENUE « Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

January twenty-sixth
19 50

Dear Stan:

Angwering yours of the 19th — go glad you got my mess-
age at the ammiversary dimmer. TYou deserved that message and
a lot more. I think you know how I feel.

I have checked the print of the New Orleans cancel which
you sent and the crooked S agrees with none of my cancels. T
discovered that there were two versions of this cancel -- the one
used in 1861 had a longer arc occupied by the letters N.0. —- the
one used in 1862 had a shorter arc. The cancel on this cover seems
to check with neither of them. For one thing, the inner circle is
too large on this cover. I have no record whatsoever of a blue
black or either a blue New Orleans used in 1862.

I have a cover June 13, 1862 North to South which is black.
I have no record of targgsused in 1862 in New Orleans. I notice
also that in the cancel on this cover the letters like "e" and the
strokes of the "n" do not seem to run to the center of the circle
but each seems to be a little off line. Of course I haven't seen
the cover but I sort of suspect this one. I think there are only
two possibilities —— one because New Orleans was occupied the
demonetized stamps were accepted and allowed to pass for foreign
mail as per the Post Office circular of June 1861 which seid that
if fully paid mail was to be forwarded even from the South -- other-
wise sent to the Dead Letter Office which of course would not obtain
from occupied territory. Perhaps there were no 1861 stamps in New
Orleans in June of 1862, but that's strange because of my cover above.
or (2) That the cover is a fake in some way but as you say, we will
leave that up to you. ‘
Glad you enjoyed the Blackford book —— I will send you the
Richland prison cover and a transcript of the Reagan letter tomorrow
night. I understand now about umserifed APR in the cover. Thanks
so much for the print and I am sending a check. Don't you think
now that my Frameline is really April 21, 1863? It certainly is 21
and if it's an 1863 cancel that settles it. Caspary is away so I can't
get his opinion on the 10¢ Charleston but will talk to Hall.

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445




Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.

-,

On the understending that you won't make a bum out of the
old man, I have written Dietz for a loan of a photo of the
original Houston, Texas. with the Provisional over the fold.

Best regards,

| o OU\J’\-\-\

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

e




Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING

350 FIFTH AVENUE e Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1,N. Y.

February the second
19 58

Dear Stan:

Thanks so much for the print of the Mobile
Post Office notice. I will call John Fox to have him
send me the old stamps not recognized 1857 cover.
I will try to examine it and let you know.

Re thaet 1857 fake cover from New Orleans,
photo of which you said you sent me —— ig it really a
fake? Or does your last sentence mean that New Orelans
dd wuse blue in November of 18622

Stan, what do you know of the Schenks Confeder—
ates? I notice they are going to be sold and although I
never say them, I remember your mentioning his aame very
of ten in conversation. Did he have a lot of worthwhile
things.

With best regards,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft.Thomas, Kentucky

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445
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Leonard V. Huber, President
4841 Canal Street
New Orleans 19, La.

February 10, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you for your kind letter of February 6.

I am afraid I did not make myself too clear in
one of the sentences on page 41 concerning the
Express Mail, but before going into a detailed
discussion I will have to look up some of my
notes which I have not had an opportunity to do.

I did call on Mr. Wagner so as not to hold up
the matter of the opinion that you requested

on the photograph of the cover that you sent me.
Unfortunately Mr. Wagner has sold his collec-
tion and I have no covers in mine on the period
that you mention. However we are both agreed
on the following:

1. That the New Orleans Post Office
Department did use a target killer
in 1862.

2. That the New Orleans Post Office
used an indigo ink in 1862.

Mr. Wagner has seen a number of covers with the
blue target killer mostly on soldiers' mail
originating at a Federal camp some miles below
the city and which were mailed through the New
Orleans Post Office in 1862. As far as the
stamps are concerned, he points out that there
is not much of a dissimilarity between the

1857 issue and #67, and that a green post office
clerk might not have recognized the demonetized
stamps.
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Leonard V. Huber, President
4841 Canal Street
New Orleans 19, La.

February 10, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook Page 2.
Like yourself, both Mr. Wagner and I feel that the
stamps did not originate on the cover and that the
targets are fakes. For my part, the targets look
too thick and I don't like the position of the
stamps. All the New Orleans targets I have seen
have been thinner. There is also the fact that
two of the stamps are brown and one of them orange-
brown. If they were all of one kind, I would be
more convinced that the cover as it now exists
was genuine. Have you examined the stamps for
washed out pen cancellations under the quartz
lamp?

Both ofus agree that the set up could be genuine
and that perhaps we are just being too severe in
our judgment. It is a tough one.

Please don't hesitate to criticize any part of
"The Great Mail® that in your opinion doesn't
coincide with the facts.

Thanking you, I am, with best wishes,

Cordially,
g 7 )4/«,

LVH:HH

e



Feb. 8, 1950.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

I have to thank you for your letters of Jan,9,17 and 26 and
all the trouble you took to help me,

Starting with your last letter I searched in the meantime
high and low to find a cover with the marking ENGLAND UEBER BREMEN.,

I was unable to unearth a single one, I remain on the look-out, parti-
cularly when I go to Germany again next August, and here where such
covers should turn up.

Regarding the 5 ¢, 1857 cover, carful tests of the ink of
the New Orleans postmark and the targets on the stamps have convinced
me that it is the same., The cover still puzzles me. I assume you are
right as usual. Surprising is, however, that the target ink resisted
any attempt of removal by rubbing with a moist handkerchief, If painted
in, it would "bleed" considerably, Further, a Grenz-Ray test proved
that a mineral ink was used, Broadly speaking such inks were in use till
about 1890 and then gradually and speedily replaced by aniline inks
which were very much cheaper, Indigo blue was perhaps one of the last
minerals to be replaced, but this would not have been later than at the
beginning of this Century. So either the faking was done at a very
early date, when covers were not yet collected and we must therefore
fail to see the incentive for doing so, or the person who did the job
about 30 years ago got hold of mineral indigo blue and applied it 1in
this case, anticipating unwittingly that only mineral would be right and
aniline would be fourd out one day, in this atomic age when we have
Grenz Rays at our disposal., That anybody was left with mineral indigo
blue about 30 to 40 years ago, seems to me a most unlikely.chance in a
case like this, '

All this is, from a legal point a view, circumstantial evidence
onlye. Though we may not be able to ascertain or, at least, to suggest,
how, why and when the faking was done, the fact remains that the cover
may be phonye I do not intend to contradict you, I merely place before
you some most peculiar features of the case that make one wonder whether
the luck is here, as sco often, with our opponents, the backroom boys, or
with us who spend nuch of our time and work in running them down to
earth, You hinted at the problem by expecting two distinguished expert
bodies of probably pronouncing the cover as genuine, It wouldn't surprise
me, if they would do so, I consider to submit it,

Mr, Brazer wants to write an article in his Journal on my
3¢, proof block of 60 and congratulated me on the find, Later in his
letter he suggests that I should write it I am not keen on either,
Incidentally he does not know the whereabouts of the left pane ex Harmer
Rooke's, now in America, Bemrose's assure me that they had only the one
sheet on which Marsden wrote, Perkins Bacon'!s may have nad more, In-
cluding mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100, 96
and 60 respectively, the first two from the left pane, the third from the
right pane; also about a dozen singles which all seem to come from the
right pane, I surmise from "my" pane.

: Best regards
: Very sincerely yours

\e

(signed) 0. Bacher,




Feb, 8, 1950,

Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

o1

I have to thank you for your letters of Jan,9,17 and 26 and
all the trouble you took to help me. ‘

Starting with your last letter I searched in the meantime
high and low to find a cover with the marking KNGLAND UEBER BREMEN.

I was unable to unearth a single one, I remain on the look-out, parti-
cularly when I go to Germany agaln next August, and here where such
covers should turn up.

Regarding the 5 ¢, 1857 cover, carful tests of the ink of
the New Orleans postmark and the targets on the stamps have convinced
me that 1t 1s the same, The cover still puzzles me. I assume you are
right as usual, Surprising is, however, that the target ink resisted
any attempt of removal by rubbing with a molst handkerchief, If painted
in, it would "bleed" considerably. Further, a Grenz-Ray test proved
that a mineral ink was used., Broadly speaking such inks were in use till
about 1890 and then gradually and speedily replaced by aniline inks
which were very much cheaper, Indigo blue was perhaps one of the last
minerals to be replaced, but this wonld not have been later than at the
beginning of this Century. So either the falking was done at a very
early date, when covers were not yet collected and we must therefore
fail to see the incentive for doing so, or the person who did the job
about 30 years ago got hold of mineral indigo blue and applied it in
this case, anticipating unwittingly that only mineral would be right and
aniline would be fourd out one day, in this atomic age when we have
Grenz Rays at our disposal, That anybody was left with mineral indigo
blue about 30 to 40 years ago, seems to me a most unlikely chance in a
case like this,

All this is, from a legal point a view, circumstantial evidence
onlys Though we may not be able to ascertain or, at lecast, to suggest,
how, why and when the faking was done, the fact remains that the cover
may be phony., I do not intend to contradict you, I merely place before
you some most peculiar features of the case that make one wonder whether
the luck is here, as so often, with our opponents, the backroom boys, or
with us who spend mich of our time and work in running them down teo
earth, You hinted at the problem by expecting two distinguished expert
bodies of probably pronouncing the cover as genuine., It wouldn't surprise
me, if they would do so, 1 consider to submit it,

lir, Brazer wants to write an article in his Journal on my
3¢, proof block of 60 and congratulated me on the find, Later ih his
letter he suggests that I should write its I am not keen on either,
Incidentally he does not know the vhereabouts of the left pane ex Harmer
Rooke's, now in America, Bemrose'!s acssure me that they had only the one
sheet on which Marsden wrote. Perkins Bacon'!s may have had more, In-
cluding mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100, 96 .
and 60 respectively, the first two from the left pane, the third from the
right panej also about a dozen singles which all seem to come from the
right pane, I surnise from "my" pane.

Best regards

Very sincerely yours

(signed) 0. Bacher.




iy, Brazer wants to write an article in his Journal on my
Sce proof block of €0 and congratulated me on the find, Later in his
letter he suggests that I should write 1t. I am not keen on either,
Incldentally he does not know the whereabouts of the left pane ex Harmer
Rooke's, now in America, Bemrose's assure me that they had only the one
sheot on which Marsden wrote. Perkins Bacon's may have had more, In=-
cluding mine we have therefore on record three large units of 100, 96
and 60 respectlvely, the first two from the left pane, the third from the
right pane; also about a dozen singles which all seem to come from the
right pane, I surnise from "my" pane.

Best regurds

Very sincerely yvouwrs

(signed) 0, Bacher,



Feb. 16, 1950.

Dr. 0. Bacher,
% The Westminster Stamp Co., Ltd,
Regency House, :
1-4 Warwiek S5t.,
London W,I, England.

Dear Doctor Bacher:

1 I was very mach interested in yours of the 8th regarding
the cover from New Orleans to Paris on July 24, 1862, and I have
carefully noted your remarks,

There seems to be but one feature that indicates that the
three stamps were actually used on this cover in the year 1862,
viz., tests indicating that the ink of the postmark 1s the same as
the ink of the three target cancels, 1Is this correct? Do you hot Think
that a very careful fake artist would take the precaution to make the
two inks mateh? I try to keep a very open mind whenever I examine
any stamp or cover and endeavor to prove the truth rather than to
prove any theory that I might consider the only solutlon,

I examined this cover very ecarefully under my quartz lamp and
I got the impression that the targets had the apmpearance of some re-
touching and that there was a slight difference in the dark blue ink
of the targets and that of the postmark, Another point is the place=-
ment of the stamps on the cover, This unusual grouping suggested that
the letter was a pald in cash stampless letter. There was no P.0.D.
Regulation at that time that required postage stamps on foreign mail,
But the feature that stands out above all others is this - It is in-
conceivable to me that thils letter with invalid stamps would have
passed the postal clerks, not only at the New Orleans office, but at
the Foreign Division of the New York P.0.

It is true that occasionally we run acrogs domestic letters
with the old 3¢/ stamps used from some small post offices in the middle
gixtles, but the invalidation of the old stamps was fresh in the minds
of the postal clerks in 1862 and it does not seem reasonable to suppose
that the New Orleans c¢lerks would mve passed this letter with the old
stamps., New Orleans was occupled by the Federal Army on lMay 1, 1862,
Surely the Confederate clerical force was replaced by men loyai to the
Federal Government, If so, does 1t seem reasonable to suppose that the
old invalidated stamps would have been recognized so soon after the
occupation? You are doubtless famillar with the reason why the old
stamps were invalidated. But even admitting that some careless clerk
might have permitted this letter with invalidated stamps to get by
unnoticed, I can hardly imagine that the clerks in the New York P.0.
would have committed. the same error, especially in view of the fact
that the letter had its origin in a e¢ity which had been in the Con=-
federacy less than 90 days previous,

Up to this writing I have not been able to locate a cover
mailed from New Orleans in the summer of 1862 with a barget cancel



#2, Dr. 0, Bacher, Feb, 16, 1950,

in dark blue, A prominent student of postal markings informs me that
it is his belief that New Orleans did use a dark blue target as early
as 1862, but he thought the type used there was different from the
type on your cover., IHe expressed the opinion that the genuine type had
much thinner hines and was not so thick in appearance as the strikes
tying the stamps to your cover.

Regarding your 3¢ 1851 proof block, I am very much in faver

of an article on this entire subject, but rather than publish same in a
g&bllcation of small cireulation, I would like to see it published in
Stamps" which has the largest circulation of any U. 8. philatelic
publication. It is a subject that would be of wide interest as so
many U, S, collectors collect the 3¢ 1851, If such an article was
published in Bragzer's I and P magazine it would reach a limited number
of readers, Don't you think that you eould spare the time to prepare
a very fine artiecle setting forth all the known facts? I haven't the
slightest idea who owns the pane of 100 but I intend to try and find
out, Chase must have some reason why he cannot divulge the owner's
name - not even to me, and I think that I am his cleosest friend,

Thanks very much for any asslstanee that you can give me on

that marking -
England
3K REMEN

With kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



Feb. 16, 1950

Mr. Leonard V, TMuber,
4841 Canal St.,
New Oprleans (19) lLa,

Dear lir, Huber:

Thanks wvery mich for sending me the c¢lipping with the
review of the Hunter books Up to this writing I have not re-
celved my copy though I ordered it several weeks ago.

I also wish to thark you for your comments on the cover
with the 5¢ 1857 stamps from New Orleans in July 1862, This cover
is owned by Dr. O. Bacher of the Westminster Stamp Co, of London,
England, It seems that he had a scientific test (?) made of the
blue inks of the targets and the postmark and I thought that you
would be interested in a portion of a letter receilved from him this
week which I am enclosing herewith,

In spite of his romarks I do not believe that the stamps
were used originally on this cover, and if that is a fact, then
the targets are fakes, This brings up an interesting point. Suppose
for example, that Dr. Bacher's tests(?) are apparently true, and also
that the targets are fakes, then this would indicate that some of the
Furopean fake artists are extremely clever (which they are) and are
careful to make thelr fake inks matech originals, I believe that this
is entirely possible., It demonstrates what students such as mysoelf
are up against. I am sure that you can appreclate that fact,

Here 18 a cover and the gquestion is -
Is it genuine?
I simply cannot imagine that it 1is,.

No hurry about a reply to my letter of the 6th, The point
is interesting « viz - What was the real reason that the Express Vail
Service was abandoned in 18397 I had an idea that the new steamboat
contract of 1839 « down the Ohlo and !Mississippi to Wew Orleans had
much to do with the cut in the service.

With regards =
Sincerely yours,



DR. CARROLL CHASE
R.F.D.1, MILFORD,
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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1J.S. Notes and Comments

T

°Hn a recent column we discussed the
ming celebration in honor of the 1,
and 12 cents issue of 1851. We men-
oned several important collections of
he 1c. In regards to the 3¢ Mr, Tracy
W. Simpson, a member of the APS.
%c 1851-57 unit, writes us as follows.
~ “Leo Shaughnessy has a marvelous lot
. of 3%. His reconstructed plates — the
12600 positions — are all practically with
" four margins on the individual speci-
mens, or at least the full design and
guide dot shows. As to covers showing
postal uses, he has about everything one
could wish. Also he has reconstructed
plates well under way for the perforat-
ed varieties from plates 10 and 11 (with
discontinuous inner lines) in their
various states. His collection of spe-
cialties of No. 26 with continuous lines
is also excellent. It has been some vears
since I've been down to see him, but
if his mounting has been followed
through as he indicated it to me at the
time, he would have an outstanding
showing at any exhibition. Even the
showing of the complete reconstruction
of the thirteen imperf. plates and states
of plates is really outstanding, if one
sees them exhibited — as I have seen
them.

A. R. Rowell has a beautiful collec-
tion of 3’s. He does not reconstruct
plates but he develops his story from
the historical angle — by use of photos
and association material. His showing,
when exhibited, is also outstanding, if
I am any judge of those things.

Arthur S. Wardwell has just an-
nounced the completion of the recon-

U. S. MINT SHFETS

Per sheet Per 10

907 2¢ TI.N. (100) 2.25 22.00
908 1c¢ Fr. (100) ..... 1.15 11.25
6835 3¢ Lincoln (100) 4.75 46.50
' 604 13c Harrison (100) ... 16.50 162.50

Above
“‘sleepers’.
| lators overlooked these small
tamps,

U. S. BLACK POSTAL NOTES
‘Complete set.of 18 wvar., all lightly
‘eancelled at $1.00 per set.
_xﬂ% discount*“on orders for 10 or
P more sets)
'f‘ HELD BROTHERS

1 13rd St., Brooklyn 4, N. Y,

items may turn out to be
Most mint sheet accumu-
size

By PHILIP H. WARD, ]R.

struction of the 2600 positions of the
imperfs plates. He collects only very
fine copies, so it is probable that his
showing is one of the best.

My own collection was good enough
to take grand Prize at the APS annual
exhibit in San Francisco in 1939, and
it has since been considerably improved.
The reconstruction of the imperf plates
shows about 95% in condition that
shows the full outer line and guide dots.
if any, or else there are two stamps
from the same position that between
them show the complete design. The
perforated plates are shown mostly from
the listed varieties and includes most of
the known double transfers, flaws, and
all of the listed recut triangles and re-
cut inner lines, I am working on Plate
10 (e) right now, as a start on recon-
struction, In addition to the completed
plates, a superb duplicate is shown of
each of the recognized plate varieties.
The largest known used block on cover
(of 12) and the second largest known
used block not on cover (of 15) are
included, as well as many good multiple
pieces of the orange browns. I despair
in getting the plate numbers. I have
only 1, 2, 3, and 4. Shaughnessy has
them all"

Mr Tracy also informs us that a full

(Continued on Page 444 )

-L‘atest Arrivals

ALBANIA, Friendship Comm.. (2) .81

President postage .......... 8)1.95
AUSTRALIA, Forrest Comm. .(1) .05
1£ new design .............. 1)2.90

AUSTRIA, Costumes, Stampday(4) .19

Postage dues ............. .(17)145
CZECHOSIOV., airs prov, (8)190
10 kr and Fucik ............ (2) .28

GUATEMALA, University airs(3) .95
HUNGARY, chain bridge air sht.(1)5.%5
Chain Bridge air, pstg. ....(10)1.15
LIECHTENSTEIN, 5 rp pstg. .(1) .04
LUXEMBOURG, Rodange S. P.(4) .72
NEPAL, Views
RUSSTA, Cattle Breedlng
Revolution Comm, .......... (2) .48
Airplanes, air ....... 5
REUNION, air ovpt, .. .
SAAR, Industry Pictorial ...(5) .60
Officials Coat of Arms ..... (12)1.20
SWITZERLAND, Pro Juventute(4) .36
TUNISTA, Children S.P.
VATICAN, UPU airs ..
TURKEY, Red Cross
Mail Orders Only.
Minimum Order $1.00 please.
YOUR STAMP SERVICE
2540 Hudson Blvd., Jersey City 4, N.J,
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cialty and too, a general collection, how-
ever incomplete tends to keep one’s
philatelic interest alive.

With such a credo for a background
I should like to outline certain pos-
sibilities for a general collection subject
to the following limitations: (1) that 1
believe in the right of every collector to
collect as he pleases; (2) that I have the
right to set my own limits determined
by my interests and the small size of my
philatelic budget; (3) that anyone may
get from the following remarks ideas
for other procedures. There is no one
way to approach the problem.

It should be clear from such an intro-
duction that I do not contemplate 2
general collection to include all the
stamps in the catalog. It should like-
wise be obvious that one can make a
general collection and still omit certain
groups of stamps, To form such a col-
lection the eliminations are more bDro-
perlv based on types of stamps—locals,
semi-postals, postage dues cancelled to
order. and so on—rather than on geo-
graphical areas. Reducing the field on
the basis of geography leaves one with
a limited collection. perfectly good but
not considered here.

We should remember that the dis-
tinction between so-called “major” and
“minor” varieties is one thing in Scott,
another in Gibbons, another in Zum-
stein, etc. Such distinctions are of no
significance to the collector who makes
his own rules.

In general the following rules apply
to my interests.

(1) T much prefer those stamps which
can be considered to have been issued
to meet legitimate postal needs. This
is indeed a thornv question in which I
do not propose to get deeply embroiled.
My own criterion for determining
which stamps fall into such a category
is this: when I find a given stamp un-
used or cancelled to order I assume
that it didn’t meet a genuine postal need.
Notice that this does not rule out un-
used stamps except in cases where they
seem never to have been generally used.
This does automatically eliminate most
of the miniature sheets. contemporarv
Russia’s endless commemoratives, and in
general the stamps of those rather num-
erous “countries” that make their living
off the philatelic world. At the same
time, "genuinely used copies of such
stamps are to me perfectly acceptable,
in. fact prized items.

“The search for. postally used copies of

December 19, 1949

are interesting for their elusiveness. It
is not a question of price. That merely
indicates the situation.

(2) Since it is natural to want to at-
tian some measure of completeness in
any collection and only a millionaire
can hope to acquire anything like ‘a
reasonably complete worldwide collel?
tion, one has to put other restrictions
on his collection if he has any hope for
completeness. My system has been to
omit all overprints type-written, type-
set, and handstamped adhesives. Granted
that this eliminates in some cases rather
interesting problems, it also does away
with a good deal of monotonous repeti-
tion of certain overprinted designs. I
would guess that those omissions reduce
the total number of collectible varieties
by fifty percent, and at the same time
leave for our collections practically
every different stamp design ever made.
The above eliminations also cut out the
group, of stamps most often counterfeit-
ed.

One can make further limitations of
this sort without damage to the over-
all appearance of completeness: locals,
state stamps, or the so-called postal-
fiscals, for example. That, as in all
cases, is a matter for the individual to
decide.

To go a step further, the collector
can always leave out perforation and
watermark varieties, a step I prefer not
to take because the study of both is
much too interesting for me to drop.

Having reached this point the reader

1944-49 COMMEMORATIVE |

‘We offer below an almost complete listin
last 5 years.
Anything not satisfactory is of course 1

P1.BIk.Us.Blk. P

¥. V.F.G. F. ]
922 3c Rail.. — — .11 .13 | 943 3c Smith. .
923 3c Steam. 35 .39 .11 .13 | 944 3c Watts .
924 3¢ Tele.. — .35 .10 .12 | 945 3c Edison .
925 3¢ Corr. . — 59 .13 115 | 946 3c Puli.. .
926 3¢ Movie — .39 .13 .15 (947 3c Centen. .
927 3¢ Fla. . .29 .35 .08 .09 | 949 3c Doctor .

928 5¢ Conf. .28 .30 .09 .10 | 950 3¢ Utah . .
929 3c 1. Jima .18 .20 .09 .10 | 951 3¢ Const,
934 3¢ Army .18 .20 .08 .09 | 952 3c Ever..

935 3¢ Navy. .20 .08 . 953 3¢ (*qrven'—.
936 3c . G.. .18 .20 .08 .09 | 954 3c Gold

939 3c M. M. .17 .20 .09 .10 | 955 3c Miss. &
930 1c Roose. .10 .11 .05 .06 | 956 3¢ Chap..
931 2c Roose. — .25 .11 .12 | 957 3¢ Wisa. 8.
932 3¢ Roose. .19 .20 .08 .09 |958 ©

933 5c Roose. .31 .34 .13 .14 | 959

937 3c Smith .18 .20 .06 .07 | 960 @

938 3¢ Texas. .18 .20 .10 .11 | 961

940 Sc Disch. .18 .20 .07 .08 | 962

941 3¢ Ten, . .18 .20 .08 .09 | 963

942 3¢ Towa. .18 .20 .08 .09 ' 965 3c Stone .

We desire to take this opportunity to wl
and a very happy New Year,

STANLEY GIBBONS, INC,, 3!
MEREEL’S WEEKLY
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U. S. Notes and Comments

(Continued from Page ¢30)

pane of the 3c 1851 from Plate 4 was
found some years back. This is cancell-
ed by horizontal pen marks along each
row. As we have stated before, three
mint panes are known, one from Plate
1 and two from Plate 3. We ourselves
are still looking for mint blocks of the
3c from plates 1 early, intermediate,
late, 2E, SE, 6 and O. After many
years searching we have located blocks
from all of the lc imperforate plates
and all of the perforate mint blocks
except plates 5 and 6. We have as yet
to see any multiple mint pieces from
plates although a few used pairs
strips are known. In the perforate
es we have as yet to record a
block from plates 10 or 11, These
undoubtedly around but as few
recognize them they are undoubt-
in collections unknown to the
rs. Used blocks are by no means
on. We ran across a square
of nine with black town cancella-
quite recently.
ater in his letter Mr. Tracy states:
e criticism I make of manv of us
> collectors is that we do not weed
‘out the space fillers.” Unfortunately,
the remark applies to most collectors.
This very fact tends to affect the value
of a collection when it finally is sold.
When you replace an average specimen
with a fine copy why not dispose of the
duplicate? When there are hundreds of
duplicates of the same stamps it affects
the value of the finer items. For in-
ance, we have in mind a very beauti-
ful specialized collection of a certain
stamp. The owner bought hundreds of
ese stamps where the differences were
slight they could not be noted. Still
continued to buy. Now that the
famps are for sale they will be difficult
tany dealer to handle. With possibly
to 8,000 of the same stamp listing
nd $5 unused and a little less than
as much used, where will a dealer
m to sell them? Of course if thev

can be bought at a price he can afford
to hold them. But the owner naturally
expects somewhere near his cost and is
rightly entitled to it. In other words,
if a man brought you a hundred 24c
purple Bank Note issues you would
gladly buy them at a good figure but
if he brought you ten thousand it would
be impossible to figure near as much
per stamp for such a quantity would be
difficult to sell unless at a materially
lower price than the current market.
What we are endeavoring to say is that
in' collecting, no matter how full the
purse, do not buy several hundred of a
stamp.  Better increase the scope and
have a more inclusive collection, When
you go to sell such a collection will
command a much better price for it can
be readily absorbed. If money is no con-
sideration why, of course, collect the
way you want.

HOBBS BUYS SHEETS

Hobbs is one of New York’s largest
buyers of U, S. Sheets, We will pay a
top price for any quantity of any U, S.
sheets.

We are now paying for U. B.:

724 3¢ Wm, Penn
725 3c Webster
726 3c Oglethorpe
734 5¢ Kosciusko
1-10c Parks
835 3c Ratification
838 3c Towa
894 3c Pony Express
898 3¢ Coronado

Send any sheet you care to sell to us
for our examination and appraisal. Our
check will be mailed for our top price.
Your stamps will be held in abeyance
for your acceptance,

HOBBS STAMP CO.
38 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y.

SAVE TIME — USE THE

FOLD-O-HINGE

FOLDED PEELABLE

~T5¢ = 1000

From your dealer or direct

FOLD-O-HINGE CO., Niles 3, Mich.

TRADE MARK




"News From Sweden

‘With no exact date of ‘issue stated the
P. O. Dept. has released the following
new denominations: 65 o. vellow green
(double letter rate plus registr., 70 o.
blue (for money orders of Kr. 500:—,
etc.). Both these stamps are of the Scott
A56 type (S. G. T43) and manufactured
in coils only, perf. vertically 12%%

Simultaneously withdrawn becausz of
small use are the Scotts Nos. 306, 286,
288 and 398 (S. G. Nos. 240 225, 227
and 306), the last mentioned one was
issued in 1948 and has had but slight
use, consequently an awakened slecper!

—Thorsten Ingeloff

Between the Book-Ends

Coin collectors will gladly welcome an
excellent new book, published by Har-
per Brothers, 49 E. 33rd St., New York
16, N. Y. entitled “Early American
Cents,” an informative volume by Dr.
William H. Sheldon, an authority on
America’s old coins. Numismatists will
at once recognize the importance and
usefulness of this work which embraces
the U. S. cent-pieces from 1793 to 1814.
We make an exception in our regular
reporting of philatelic nature in order
to announce this outstanding book.
Price: $10.00. 399 pages plus 51 addi-
tional illustrated pages.

“Austrian Stamps and Their Back-
ground, 1850-1937” by Marian Carne
Zinsmeister, SP.A, member, has recently
been published by VanDahl Publications
of Albany, Oregon. This worthwhile,
26-page booklet on the stamps of Austria
will be popular among collectors of the
stamps of this country. Price: 35c.

PORTUGAL & COLONIES
EXCLUSIVELY
Ask to see my complete series of

approval booklets by country; want-
lists cheerfully filled. References,
please.

B rl SRAYY:
Box 526, Richland Center, Wis.

[ ¥ V-l VN D VARSI WV

THE COUNTRY

CHRISTMAS GIFT %%, 0i6e «

#1-1"—PICTORIALS & COMMEMORATI
#18-25—HIGH VALUES & AMIR KHAN
#01-06, 011-015, 016—OFFICIALS 1945
#017-024—1948 PICTORIAL OFFICIALS
RECENT UPU COMPLETE—(Postage e:

THE HOME OF THE

BOX 30, JACKSON M1
J. Avery Wells,

Club Meetings

Paul Humes will show and tell about
his prize winning collection of New
Zealand at the December 23rd meeting
which meets every Friday at 8 p. m, at
of the Garfield-Perry Stamp - Club 4
the Allerton Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio.
Arrangements are being made for Gar-"
field-Perry’s Diamond Jubilee Show to |
be held March 17-19, 1950. Among the,,
200 frames in the exhibition will be
frames from the Postal Museumn of
Sweden, of nation-wide interest, auda
Col. Hans Lagerloef’s outstanding col=
lection of Czechoslovakia. Don Lybar-
ger will be toastmaster for the banquet,
and an auction by Nelson P. LaGanke.

The Austin Philatelic Club of Chicage
will hold a Christmas Party December*
21. Meetings are held the first and
third Wednesdays of each month at
Austin Town Hall, Central and Lake, in
Chicago. Ill. A newsy club bulletin
“The Postmark”, edited by Anthonv
Russo, brings latest club notes to the
members.

NEWFOUNDLAND

ALL IN SELFG_‘

Since Newfoundland has joined Confedet&
attractive issues. Complete your Newfound
has been issued. Everything guaranteed i

No Blk. Mint Used
1, 8. 5 1857 1, 3, 6d

15 ()1 BT TS — 83.50 48.50
2 24 Scarlet verm.. —_— — vgl110.00
6 6d Scarlet verm... —_ 150.00
7 6%d Scarlet verm. — 100. oo g 75.00
8 8d Scarlet verm ... — 24.00 —_—
11 1860 2d Oranee... —_ 82.00 —



THOMAS PARKS
3556 76TH STREET
JAGKSON HEIGHTS, N« Y.
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QUOTED FROM LETTER FROM AUGUST DIETZ, SR, = JANUARY 10TH, 1950 /O;y P :
/ AN VY AL Na W e

"NOW TO TH!S SBOMEWHAT UNFORTUNATE MATTER CONCERNING COL. HANCOCKS® PASTE=UP
STRIP, | AM ACQUAINTED WITH THE CORRESPONDENCE, WITHOUT TELLING ME, AND BEFORE SENDING
THE OBJECT FOR EXAMINATION, HE HAD SUBMITTED )T TO THE LABORATORY OF CRIMINOLOGY OF THE
UNIVERSITY, WHERE PAPERS ARE MADE A SPECIAL STUDY, AND ALSO TBI THE FIRM OF BLAKE MOFFITY
& TOWNE, PAPER MANUFACTURERS, WHERE #T7 WAS EXAMINED BY THEIR CHEMIST, THE REPORTS WERE
70 THE EFFECT THAT THE TWO PIECES OF PAPER MAKING THE JOINT, WHILE OF THE SAME FORMULA,
WERE NOT OF THE SAME “BATCH" (THAT 18 TO SAY, OF THE SAME MILL®RUN)e | WAS GLAD TO NOTE
THAT MY FINDINGS WERE CORROBORATED, IN FACT, THERE 08 NO QUESTION IN MY MIND OF ITS
GENUINENESS, NO ONE BEFORE, AS FAR AS | KNOW, EVER HEARD OF SUCH A PROCEDURE, AND,
MATURALLY, HAD NO REASON TO LOOK FOR A PASTEwUP, | AM SURE THAT WAS MY CASE., WHILE
| DO NOT HAVE THE TIME TO DISCUSBS THIS MATTER®«BESIDES | AM NO LONGER ON THIS COMMITTEEee
¥YOU AND COL. SHENPJIELD, AND WHOEVER ELSE 1S ON THAT COMMITTEE, WILL HAVE TO FIGHT IT
OUT., BUT YOU MUST GET AWAY FROM THEORI!IZINGeeSTUDY THE MAKING OF PAPERS,

AND NOW JUST A FEW SENTENCES CONCERNING REVALUED HANDSTAMPED PAIDS, ) BHALL
NOT BE LED INTO A DISCUBSION OF TH!S QUESTI ON, LONG SETTLED IN MY MIND, AND CONSTANTLY
BEING CLARIFIED 8Y COVERS THAT TURN UP AND ARE SUBMITYED TO ME. SINCE YOU AND COL,
SHENFIELD ARE SWAPPING CARBONS OF YOUR LETTERS TO ME, | NEED NOT REPEAT FORMER STATEe
MENT8, | NEED ONLY ADDg |F EITHER OF YOU CAN EXPLAIN WHY UNUSED HANDSTAMPED COVERS
(SOMETIMES ADDRESSED, BUT NOT USED) WITH THEIR "PAID™ AND RATE FIGURE ARE COMING TO
LIGHT, | WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE INFORMATION, THAT SUGGESTION ABOUT ™DOUBLE WEIGHT™ OR
"DISTANCE"™ DOESN'T HOLD WATER3; OR ANY OF THE OTHER THEORJIES ADVANCEB,

EARLIER COLLECTORS IN THE SOUTH WHO HAD GIVEN THOUGHT TO THE HANDSTAMPINGS

(AMONG THEM THE LATE DR, PETERS), WERE EVER AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHY RICHMOND, THE
CAPITAL CITY, WITHPROBABLY THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF MAILING IN THE SOUTH, NEVER 01SSUED
PROVISIONALS A6 DID OTHER CITIES, T WOULD SEEM TO ANY ONE GIVING THE MATTER REAL
THOUGHT, THAT POSTMASTER STEGER COULD NOT HAVE A LARGE CORPS OF CLERKS TO HANDSTAMP
"EVERY LETTER THAT CAME IN ON THE HEAVY AFTERNOON DEPOSITS BY THE BUSINESS HOUSES, AND
WEIGH AND "MAKE CHANGE™, SURELY HE DID NOT. BUT HE SOLD THESE HANDSTAMPED ENVELOPES

IN QUANTITIES TO THE C!TIZENRY, ESPECIALLY TO BUSINESS HOUSES, IN FACT, | LEAN STRONGLY
TO THE BELIEF THAT EVERY RICHMOND "PAID 5 C78," (TYPE |11 ) MADE FROM THAT SPECIALLY ENe
GRAVED STAMPER REPRESENTS SUCH PRE®RATED STOCK IN THE RICHMOND POSTOFFICE,

"THIS TYPE 48 CIFFERENT FROM THE REGULAR "PAID™ STAMPERS, IT HAS NO DUPLICATE
IN ANY OTHER SOUTHERN POSTOFFICE THAT | HAVE EVER SEEN, IT 1S DISTINCTIVE, AND STEGER
OR HIS CLERKS COULD RECOGNIZE 0T A8 ONCE FROM THE OTHER Y®PES, |IT WAS CUT FOR A PURPOSE,
IF NOT, WHY NOT USE THE OTHERS ON HAND?

BUT WHY GO ON? TIME WiILL PROVE THESE THINGS, IN THE MEANTIME | WOULD SUGGEST
INVESTIGATION INSTEAD OF THEORIZING. I HAVE HAD MY "SAY®™ AND WON'T BUDGE THE WIDTH OF
A PERFORATION FROM MY BELIEF., BuT, TOO, | AM NOT GETTING INTO ARGUMENTS OVER THE SUBJECYT,
| NEITHER HAVE THE TIME NOR INCLINATION, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE QUESTIONS REMINDS ME OF THE
AGE«OLD DISCUSSION OVER THE COLOR OF MOHAMET 'S BEARD!

| DO NOT CLAIM THAT ALL REVALUED I0C. OVER 5C, ARE PROVISIONALS: BUT IN PRACT=
1CALLY EVERY INBTANCE (UNLESS IT CAN BE PROVEN OTHERWISE) THE FIRST 5C, WAS A PROVISIONAL,
REVALUED, UPON PAYMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL FIVE CENTS, | COULD NOT IMAGINE ANY OTHER EXPLAN=
ATION, UNLESS | TOOK SEVERAL SBTIFF DRINKS. THEN | MIGHT ™SEE THINGS,"

ABOUT THE DATE ON\jHE LONDON«PRINT FIVE CENTS, |IF THERE 018 AN EARLIER RECORD,
] IT WILL GO INTO THE NEXT CATALOG., THE BULLETIN PRINTS NEWS AS |T COMES INe |F THERE ARE
f ERRORS, THEY WILL BE CORRECTEDpwAS YOU KNOW | HAVE CONSISTENTLY DONE., | DO NOT ANALYSE
EVERY THING THAT 18 SUBMITTED. | MERELY "TELL THE NEws","

H oA
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744 Broad Street

Newark 2, N. 3.

January 12th, 1950.

!

Mr. August Dietz,
109 East Cary St.,
Richmond, Va.

Dear Gus:
Thank you for your good letter of the 10th.

: The matter of Colonel Hancocks and his paste-
up strip, is indeed most unfortunate. At no time did the good
Colonel tell us that he had had a laboratory examination made

of the piece, until after he had "ordered®™ it returned to him,
and this was in response to my letter stating that I would like:
the other members of our Authentication Comuzittee to see it.
Colonel Shenfield was the only other one I had time to show it
to, and as I said in the letter in which I promptly returned the
item to Colonel Hancocks, neither he or I felt "at all sure that
the strip is an actual pasteup". There certainly was nothing of-
fensive in my further suggestion that a "complete examination by
expert photography or other means be made", but it resulted in e
rather sarcastic reply in which for the first time he told us
that it had been examined by qualified persons whose findings ap-
parently confirm his opinion, and yours.

What you now tell me about that examination is
in much more detail and is much more convineing than anything the
Colonel provided. I think our Committee was entitled to receive
this helpful information when we first took up the matter, instead
of being preemptorily ordered to return the piece without it, and
before we had an opportunity to take more than an off-hand look at
it, After ell, it 1s a service to the C.S.A. we are trying to
render, and an uncooperative attitude such as this merely defeats
that purpose. As Colonel Hancocks closed his last letter with the
statement M"as far as I am concerned no one will ever see this item
again®, - I should point out that there is nothing else we.can do
about it now.



b

As for the revalued Handstamped Paids, - 1 am
guite ready to admit that the locating of such envelopes in unused
condition forms prima facie evidence that they were prepared for
gale prior to use. Where such unused handstamped envelopes can be
definitely tied in with the post office which issued them, I believe
there is merit to the contention that they therefore are entitled to
be classed as Postmaster'!s Provisionals. Following logically along
with this, it might likewise be fair to class such known cases as
P.M. Provisionals where the handstamp was revalued from 5¢ to 10¢,~
IF there is nothing about the dating, destination, or other indicia
which might produce some other "answer® in the case of a particular
cover.

I am glad to note that you do not claim that ALL
revalued handstamps are necessarily Provisionals, but I think the
burden of proof lies with proving that a certain one IS, rather
than having to prove that every one of them ISN'T. As you well say,
however, "Time will prove these things®, - in the meanwhile we all
should continue to study the matter with open minds.

I might also add that you are qguite right in con-
tinuing to point out that Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy,
apparently never did issue & recosnized P.M. Provisional, and that
that is indeed strange. It is entirely likely that Dr. Peters and
other early students including your good self, are correct in believ-
ing that the odd form of the Type 3 of the Richmond "PAID 5 cts" hand-
stamp indicates that it was prepared to use on the vast number of
Richmond envelopes used by business firms and others in that ecity,
prior to mailing. Even though that is necessarily the very "theoriz-
ing" which you quite properly warn us against using, I do think it is
logical. Perhaps again here, - time will prove these things! However,
I . aw afraid that it still violates your "rule of not making a state-
ment that you can't prove®, as yet!

-We all will of course, see to it that the correct
earliest dates of use for the wvarious regular General Issue stamps go
into the next catalog. Thanks a lot for the duplicate unused hand-
stamped ernvelopes with which you presented me. Also for tracing that
Quartermasters Department handstamp which I sent you. And finally,
thank you for your complimentary remarks about my recent articles in

STAMPS and AMERICAN PHILATELIST.
MacB/HK

P.S. Put me down too, for an "underwriting® subscription for 10 copies
of the new catalogl I'll be interested to/know how the responses on
that subject are coming in, &s a result the article in the last

Bulletin.
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December 1li4th, 1949.

Col. Robert Hancocks;
16310 Blanco 8t.,
S8an Leandro, Calif.

Dear Colonel Hancocks:

Thank you very much for sending me your "paste
up® strip of the Confederate 10¢ Type I stamps for examinsa-
tion, which arrived today. it is indeed & most interesting
ob ject, and I have never seen one before.

Because of the unusual character of this item,
I thought that the other members of our Authentication Com-
mittee would like to examine it. I zm therefore taking the
liberty of sending the piece to Mr. L. L. Shenfield, the
Chairman, today, with the request that he forward it to Mr.
Ashbrook, who may wish to photograph it for the record. He
will then return it directly to you, together with any com-
ments thereon which may seem applicable. .

' , I trust thet this will ail meet with your &p~
proval, and I want to thank you in advance for your coopera-

Cordially yours,
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December 21st, 1949.

Col. Robert Hancocks,
16310 Blanco Street,
San Leandro, California.

Dear Colonel Hancocks:

In view of the contents of your letter of December
17th, received this morning, I hasten to return your "paste-up"
strip of the 10¢ Engraved Confederate blue stamps. You will find
it enclosed. ' :

The motive involved in my desire to have my associ-
ates on the Authentication Committee, Cols. Shenfield and Ashbrook,
see this item, was the very natural one of having it examined, noted,
and photographed for the general good of Confederate philately. I
have, however, had time to show it only to Col. Shenfield, but I am
sorry to say that neither of us feel at all sure that the strip is
an actual "paste-up®, Possibly there are points about it which we
could not see or did not recognize, but thus far at least we fail
to find sufficient evidence to prove that two pieces of paper were
joined together before the printing in this case.

A more complete examination by expert photography and
other means, might prove that we are wrong in the matter, and I ven-
ture to suggest that you have this done by some recognized authority
before doing anything else with this piece. Certainly the informa-
tion which you say you got Msixty five years ago from the man who
printed it", and which I assume is that quoted in the CeS.A. Bulletin
#22, cannot serve to prove anything about this particular piece,
which you state you acguired Monly last February"., In all the minute
study which Confederate stamps have received over the years, and
particularly recently, we understand that no paste-up piece has ever
been discovered, and therefore it would seem that a most careful ex-
amination of this particular piece would be needed to substantiate
your present opinion of it.

Until this is done, and depending upon the results
thereof, I would of course be entirely unable to advise you as to
its probable price valuation.

o Very truly yours,

MacB/HK




Stan,

: Enclosed is block of 8 of
107/ imperf. These beyond to Jack who

L s here now. He claims Yhey are

ated by Chase and contain one re-cul
4L, Under high power mag. it does
ot look so to me. Also the right

| stamp in the second row should then
be "Curl in forehead" variety. I see
no curl., Maybe the piece has been
scuffed up too much. What is your
frank opinion qf this piece.

—

SV Lo~fr4vua, !
Jack says Hello,
Mr. HAROLD W. STARK

P. O. DBox 288
Ann Arbor, Michigan
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Jan, 17, 1950,

Mr., Harold W, Stark,
ke Pe Os Box 288’
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dear Harold:

- Yours with enclosures received, I will reply to your
letter later as I am sart of under the weather today - feeling
rotten.  Maybe it 18 the weather or maybe "it is somethin I eet."

Re = the 10¢ block. I remembér this block quite well
and I have a photo I made of it in 1919, At that time 1t belonged
to Chases The pencil marks on baek are his but the plating is mine,
The stamp in upper right 1s the recut 74L1 and the 85L1 sure does
show the "eurl" in the head. when I last saw this bloek - 30 years
ago - it had heavy pen lines across the top and the récut top of
74L1 could not be detected under the heavy ink cancel, Chase didn't
know the positions when he sent it to me, I had plated the entire
bottom row and the 85L1 curl, Thus, thru the "curl" I was able to
plate the block and to state that the upper right stamp was the 74L1
recut though no recutting c¢ould be seen, hecause of the heavy ink

cancel,

I never knew what became of the block after I returned it
to Chase, and, therefore, I have no idea who cleaned off the pen

marks at tope.

When I return the bleck to you I will ineclude a photograph
that I wade in 1919 - but please take good care of it as it is the
only one I have, As a pen cleaned block I really don't know what
to say about the value, It may be worth $500,00 but I doubt it,

HMost -everyone, like yourself, would have to take nmy word that the
plating 1s correct and that the 74L1l is a Type TV, I never considered
that this block showed all four types. While it wae a block that
econtained positions that included all the four imperforate types it
certainly did not show the four types. Whether it does even now

after the cleaning 18 questionable., Iven under your binocular you
were very deubtful and you have an eye far superior to the average
student or collector. It eertainly 13 not eomparable to your block

in any way.
I am sending a copy of thls letter Lo Jack,

‘With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



Jan. 19, 1950,

Mre J. Go Fleckenstein,
419 Union S5t.,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

I am today returning to Harold the block of eight of
the 10¢ 1855, and with 1t I am sending him a print of the
photograph that I made of this item many years ago.

You inquired of me if I thought it would be a fair
trade if Marold would swap his 17 1857 - Plate 12 block for this
plece, I suppose you refer to a block that Harold purchased in a
Harmer Rooke sale, I have a photograph of it somewheres I do
not recall what Harold paid but I do have a recollection that the
1¢ block was in rather fine condition., Whether such a swap would
be fair or not I do not know, but I can answer in this way. If
I owned Harold's block I would not make such a trade, It would
be an entirely different proposition if the Type IV was in finé
condition, It certainly is not,as I wrote Harold on the 1l7th.

I congratulate you on your remarks on the block of 1l0f.
You were very sure that the Chase markings were correct -~ This
displayed quite a keen eye - but Jack, ite always a safe bet that
Chase is right. When Chase sent that block to me years ago he
had no 1dea as to its plate positionas, I was the first one teo
plate the bottom row - While he may have noted the small curl, on
85L, he had no idea as to the plate position, At that time, there
were several large collections of the 104 and I borrowed each one =-
the Chase collection, the Hammatt collection, the Alvin Good
collection, the Hmerson collection, the George Walcott collection
and many smaller ones., With all this material I was able to re-
construet the greater part of the plate,

One of the most interesting features of the 10¢ Plate 1
are the misplaced transfers in the top row of the left pane,
Similer to the 1¢ Plate it is possible to get in a horizontal pair
a combination of two types - Types III and II., In all the 200
positions, this occurs only once - viz - 2L1, a Type II and 3L1 a
type 1I, Such imperf palrs are very, very scarce, You wouldn't
think it to be a fact, but such a pair is worth about $250,00,
They are many times as rare as a palr ineluding 4R1L - the one Type II
~on Plate One Late.

With best wishes =-
Yours etec.,




Jan. 10, 1950,

' Barl Antrim,
319 Holly St.,

Dear Earl:

Herewith the covers as per yours of recent date, %hese are
quite a nilce and interesting lot and I enjoyed golng over them. I
have numbered each one for reference so here are some gonuentss

Hoe. 1 = I thiniz it is fortunate that this was not mailed at Charlotte=
ville, Va, on lay 31, 1861l. T¥ad such oeccurred 1t would have required
a 3¢ f. 5. and 1t would have been delivered Just the same, thus it
would have been a last day U. S. and not nearly so desirable as it 1s
now, a First Day Confed. Post offices in the Confaderaog didntt pay
any attontion to Blair's order but rather to Reagan's, would rather
have this cover than the next one =~ No. 2.

No. 2 = A nlce item, I had several or more May 31 at one time - all
C.S8.A, post offices.

Hoe 3 = A beauty = never saw this before.

No. 4 - Ditto.

Noe 5 = Yes, this is just about tops In Confed Packets and your analysis
is correct, but what was pasted in the upper right corner?

Noe 6 - I do not recall that I have ever seen this sticker before.

Noe 7 = The Amer, Letter Express covers with the paste=-up on back are
very rare. This is nice. MNMailed under separate cover to the company
et Louisville. One wonders why the Northerner used a U, S, Star die,
It was still good in the North but no good in the South,

0s 8 - I thought your remarks on this cover referred to your No. 1
cover here, This cover is eertainly a wonder, Malled at Boston on May
28th, 1861 with instructions to send by a coast-wime steamer the Emily
Kelths Boston should have sent it to the D.L.0. but instead it was
probably handed to the ship. Into the Charleston P40. on June 4, 1861
it was, of course, unpald and rated as a ship letters Someone stamped
lgxb with an "8" but this was marked out with the grid, Why 8?2 I do not
Ve

No. 9 - Adams New Orleans in green, Also new to me. Quite a nice cover.
Wo. 10 - 20¢ Bisect., Very late use. Most interesting.

No., 11 - Interesting.

No. 12 - I agree with your remarks - very properly - not thru the
blockade but around. I faill to see much differencs.

No. 15 -« Nice pair of K & B.
No. 14 - lMost Interesting




#2, Mr, Barl Antrin, Jan. 10, 1950,

No. 15 = ot day of secession but the day after, as you stated.

No. 16 = This cover of Auge 16, 1862 1s the earliest uee'g@ in to me
of the 5¢ Richmond print on local papers The earliest use of a
Richmond print on De LaRue paper 1s Auge. 15, 1802.

b You night quote me to lirs, Antrim to the effeet that I con-
sider money wisely invested in Confederates as one of the safest forms
of investment. Dy wisely I mean, that it takes brains and knowledge
to invest wisely., One las to know his stuff as you do - They haven't
made any genmuine Confederates for 85 years and none will ever be made
againe It is true that one sacrifices income but saféty of prineipal
istfar riore important than income, provided one ean do without the

atter.

Wives of philatelists are apt to get the impression that we
spend money to satisfy our craving to collect =~ the fact is, we are
money away for our famlly, The more expensive the lbteus

pu
purchased, the better the investient -~ that is, if the buyer knows what
he is doing. You certainly do.

Yes, there 1s some talk that Dietz will lssue a new catalogue
in the near future, but possidbly not durdng 1950 ;

Again thanks for your kindness,
With best wishes -

Cordially yours,
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‘Jan. 23, 1950,

My, Harl Antrlio,
' 319 liolly - Box 749,
Haupa, Idahos

Dear larl:

Yours of the 14th received and I think that .gyour
solutlon of the Mary II, Keene cover ls corrects

~ Ra = tHe eover {van Dospon into Charlestons. I May=
June, 1861, thers was no U. B. double rate for-unpuidinail, The
Aot ©of lareh 5, 1863 provided for a double rate on unpaid nail,.
I suppose Lie '8 on your cover was simply a'cese of picking-up
the wrong stampor, The Boston Pa0, surely knew the lettver would - -
rea6h Charleston after June lst, soiwhy should Doston bother te .
rate it. Perhaps the "PAID".wae aprlied al Boston and perhaps the
lettor was aropped into the Charieston.FeOe WITA no accounting of
the "Ship " rale. After all, vthy should they bother-about It: - =~

"It was no.expeénse to.bhe Ceb.As Pe0eDs Perhéips the forwarding -

postage waa not propaid but thatathe "s" indicated the Confeds
postage due from Charleston to Greenville, S5,Ce : : _

: First Day = Dec. 20, 1860+ L never:took tiue out to res
cord covers used on dates of secessaion bub I sm pesltive I have.
seen a cover with a South Carolina use on Dse, 20, 1860,. I'recall
gelling a covor to an Alebama collector used on the day tThai stater
secéded, ;

Joln Je anor = Thanks Tovabha phiobestat,  The coOvVeor i8. .
a rapitye ~1 Chink Unds handstaapaac used pore as 4 censor narking
than & corner card, Narold Drooks hid 4 coeyer with a ¢ Red Drowm
tied by ‘this marking and a Ricluond posimerke fHoe Fige 94 in mz
Confed, Book. 1t was addressed to Ristutond and, "Of Course, sent
under. separate cover Wikl the Uas 8, postuge paids I have caen other '
covers from "W.J.GRIEE" - Por éxeuple, two were addrogsed to "EnEe
Wharton J. Green, Henderson, N.C., and both had 10f Confed stenps =
(#210) = Both werpe sent wnler scparabe cover or payhaps Ly hande
No eensor marking on ¢ither ones Lot 281 in the Fox sale looked _
1ike & cornmer but if it was addressed to within the Confoderacy it
must have been a censor markings Can you plve me the address?

: Re ~ Cover #56 in ny Confods Bon. X neVar haard of a
prepayment o7 the advertised rate. Such a fec was collected I[rom
the individual upon deliverye I don't think that they would put a

2¢ etanp on a letter and cancel it Just %o ghow that an advertlsing




/24 Mr, Tarl Antrim, Jan. 25, 1950

)

fee had been pald. Cover {!66 belongs to Phll Ward and I exanined

1 very carefully. It is Wndoubtedly gemuline. T suggested a 6 X 2¢»
Drop, but I think otherwisé. @No one that I kmow of has ever been
able to explain why there was 12¢ on the Ward cover. I ncte you have
a 10¢/ Drop = but just because your cover has a Richmond pim. is no
certain indication that it originated in Richmond., It could have
been prepared f or wailing elsewhere and was carrled privately to
Richond »nd mailed there, As such it would not actually be an over-

grld Droje
: VAth regerds -

Cordially yours,
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744 BROAD STRERT

NEwWARK 2, NEw JERSEY

January 21st, 1950.

, Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stanley:

This is about the enclosed fake Confederate cancella-
tions, which you said you would like to see. Most all of these
originally came out of the Knapp collection of counterfeits and
fakes, which you know I bought at the Knapp sale some years ago.

No.l - Apparently has that same Sperati(?) New York PAID cancel
as on the 2¢ Red Browns, except that this one is in blue
on the 10¢ Engraved Type I stamp. The two 2¢ Red Browns
I sent you recently, are again enclosed for comparison,
comment, etc. ‘

il i . 104 3 o o (]
No.2 Pro’1denc?1_§;£;3_iﬁ_£9QL on 10¢ Engraved Type II stamp!

Nos.3-4 - Two fake Richmond cancels on 20¢ Green stamps.

Listhospaph and the 20¢ Green.

No.7 - Blue circular Atlanta,"63" cancel on the 2¢ Ked Brown.

Nos.5-6 - An oval Atlanta, Ga. cancel in blue, on a 5¢ Green)azfiu¢5$ou¢y

- "Modern" black cancels on the 2¢ Red Brown and the
0¢ Blue Type I.

No.l0 - Charleston, S.C. Cancel on a fake 10¢ Frameline.
No.ll - Grid cancel on a fake TEN.

12 - Charleston, S.C. cancel on 20¢ Green, on piece.

L
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You may find something which differs from my descrip-
tions above, - which L would be glad to hear about. Do anything
you wish with these as to noting, photographing, etc. for possible
future use and reference. Then return to me at your convenience, -

no hurry.

I have quite a few more fake cancels, and many on cover,
The latter include several Richmond, Va., Princeton, Va., Auraria,
Ga., Emory, Va., Staunton, Va., Mobile, Ala., Norfolk, Va., Memphis,
Tenn., grids, etec. etc. All and any are of course available to
you at any time!

As Ever,

MacB/HK

re
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EZRA D. COLE RrRARE POSTAGE STAMPS
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Januvary 25, 1950

lir. Stanley B. Ashbrook
35 lle Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Look this cover over and
see whether we think we could make any-
thing on it if we have to pay $100.

The two bottom stamps are
bade As a block I think it would be bet-
ter off the cover, but what are your ideas?
This comes in a trade with & lot of other
material to a dealer who does not handle
U. S. stamps. If it is not worth $100,
what could we pay for it.

Sincerely~"

ole
EDC :hk
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Jan,. 28, 1950,

Mr, Ezra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ez:

Herewlth by return mail the cover with
the block of six of the 10¢ 1857 - No Ez, I think
that this would be a poor buy at $100,00, Its
value 1s only as a block of four off cover and
its not so hot as a block of four, as peris cut ab
bottom, With all the Eno 1l0¢ material coming on
the market, this (in my opinion) would not be an
item that could be moved very fast, And finally
I do not have much of a demand for 10¢ 1857 material,

Regards =

Yours ete.,

o,
A

' <



Jan. 5, 1880

D». Carroll Chase,
ReFeDe 1,
Milford, W.H.

Dear Doc:

Yours of the 2nd reeelved with return of the Charleston,
S¢Cu 12%¢ rate cover, I am gorry but I haven't any of these
left with the Havana, I find that I have athéher one like the
one that I sent yon - the full letter sheet - dated "Habana - 21
March 1851" -« Addressed to Philadelphia and the Charleston P.Me
with "12%" dated "WAR 25.," « Also routed Per "Isabel" (spelled
YSABE

Here is some data on the 18361839 lixpress Mall (sometimes
. ealled the First Pony Ixpress).

Service inaugurated

Washington to ew Opleans Nov 15 1836
Columbia, S5.,C, to Charleston May 11, 1857
Washington to Cincinnati July 1, 1837 .
Dayton, O, to 5t, Louils Oct. 1, 1837
Cincimnati %o lMontgomery, Ala Oct, 1, 1837

Prepayment
Required by Act of Congress Oct. 12, 1837,
Probably went into effect Nov. 1, 18357,

Latest Tse

T carmot &ind my memo but I think the latest wuse I have
ever seen was sonetime in June or July 1839, A use even in May 1839
is very scarce, Strange to relute, I havs nsver seen but one cover
from Philadelphia, Uses from 5t., Louls or Cincinnatl are very
scarce and a handstamped "U, 8, Express Mall" iz a most desirable
item. Last week, I sold a cover Irom New Orleans to London, Such are
good things to hold onto,

With best wishes =
Yours atoc,,

e




Janes 13, 1950

Dre Curroll Chase,
Re Fo Da 1y
; Milford, i

Dear Doo:

Yours of the 10th received with checlk for £6,00.

. Horewith the Chaerleston "123¢4" cover, If this s not
the typs that yoi want don't hesitate to return 1ty I put a
on the back hut i1f vou don't care for it use an eraser,

Re = Hxpress YMall covors- You will recall that these
ome in fowr eates, vie:

Double « 1,50
Triple - 2,288
\ f]wtl - Z) . m

I have sevaral good bhuyers for these in Detroit but
confidentinlly 1 don't like to feed them %o thom todafhst, so
Dog 4T I 1ot vou havoe any, fll I ask ia that vou don't offer any
of them In the Dotroit area, I have vary few of the triple and
guad rates left andd I penemlly chargoe about ag rmch as I think
the hyyer Will pey = ascording to the buyer = I Lvy to get fron
$8,00 to T10,00 for a teiple and from $10,00 to P15,00 for a quad
agcordlng to gondition, bt the latter are really worth more and
whenever I gell ono 1 find it almost Lapossible to replaces IV1ll
mako you a special nrice on any I send yous I wou would be
satisfled with mingle 75¢ rates lot re know and also how nany
you would 1ike to have < half a dozZen or a dozen or?

With best wishes -

Yours ette,

e
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/ Jan, 20, 1950,

Dr. Carroll Chase,
R. FQ D. 1'
\ Milfm'd, N.II.

Dear Doc:

Under separate cover, by insured parcel post, I anm
sending you & very fine selection of 55 Express Mall covers -
singlés =« dcubles, triple and quad, I am making you a special
price of 125,00 for the lot. If you don't care for the entire
lot, keep what you want and pay me whatever you think 1s right.
As I wrote you I have been getting execellent prices for these
covers and 1 have refused to sell any to dealers because I
didn't want to run the risk of anyone cutting my prices.

I regret to state that at the present time I haven't
any from any citles except Moblle and New Orleans, The plaln
thruth 18 - whenever I can lay hands on any other citles I have
geveral buyers, ; v

I am enclosing herewith an article by Hinman that
appeared in "Stamps" « please returns I also have some other data -
7t .yery fine - very interesting ~ and Itll submit 1f you care to see
“#,4t, I have long intended to write an article on the &,M, and have
1indguist publish it in booklet forme I think that it wonld have
a pgood sale and would ereate aquite a demand for the covers, The

only trouble 1s that they are so darn scarce,

I very foolishly told Vard about the H M, filve or six
§ears ago and he has been buying up every one that was a blt wunusual,
should never have mentioned them to hims Vould you believe that I
have never scen bubt one from Philadelphia - and Ward has never been
able to acqulre ones

A dealer down Last wrote me last sumer and stated he had
gome E,lf. covers for sales, I wrote him %o submits He had about
four or five, none priced under 325400 each, He got pecved because
I advised his prices were much too high and that I would supply
him with single rates at a third of his prices.

A handstamped cover 1s something out of this world, I
would be surprised if as many as a dozen aro in existence,

Re = my lotter of the 1lOth returned herewith, The 1853
was an error, VWhat I want i1s a sot of the 3¢/ 1851 year colors,
Iiwould like as complete a set as pogsible -« that is - various 1851
OsBets = the various 1852 gshades = 1853 - 18564 -~ 1855 = 1856 and the
various clarets, browns and plums of 1357. Plated coples not req ired.

This has been the queerest winter I ever experienced,
This 1s Jan. 20th and so far thehave had no snow except just a trace
on several occasions, And this in spite of a lot of rain and several



Fom31s  RECEIPT FOR INSURED MAlt
CAUT[ON—-lnde_ml;uly will not b‘e paid unless this receipt or othe
t evidence of i is submitted

q

Return receipt

Fragile _ Perishable

(Other endorsement)

Y.
NOTICE TO SENDER.—Enter below name and complete address of addressee. Show also if addressed in care of person, Imel eles
SENT TO-_.

IMPORTANT.—READ OTHER SIDE REGARDING ENDORSEMENTS AND INDEMNITY.
%~ SAVE THIS RECEIPT UNTIL PARCEL IS ACCOUNTED FOR



? Qwr. THIS RECEIPT

&
} u B

It is understood tﬁﬂ‘n less specially noted on face of receipt parcel con~
tained no fragile or perishable matter. No indemnity will be paid for damage
to fragile or spoiling of perishable matter resulting from the absence of the
required endorsement.

If this receipt is not available in case of dnmage‘, spoiling, or partial loss, the
wrapper of the parcel bearing the endorsement “INSURED No. -
together with the serial number assigned to the parcel, may be submitted for
consideration as evidence of insurance.

Claim must-be filed within 6 months from date parcel was mailed.

Each article for which claim is filed should be described and value stated.
Receipted bills, cash sales slips, if available, or other suitable evidence of value,
should be submitted. IF ARTICLES WERE NOT NEW make allowance for
depreciation due to age or use.

SCHEDULE OF DOMESTIC INSURANCE FEES

FEES (Including Canada and Newfoundland) *INDEMNITY
o s e R L IR e o A o SRS Value up to $5
10 cents Value up to $10
N i e e e L SRR L Value up to $25
20 cents Value up to $50
25 cents i B Value up to $100

30 cents ___ Value up to $200

*Maximum indemnity in case of Newfoundland, $100. Apply at post-office window for
information concerning fees applicable to insured mail for foreign countries.

(Claims may be filed at any post office)
GPO c9—16—13285-8




: #2+ Dry Carroll Chase, Jan. 20, 1950,

%'  ookdsdpedls wigh drops below 20. We have had a lot of fog 'énd dark
v overcast days with no sight of the sun for days, é 2
: People around here have been saying for a numbé;f?bf-years
that the weather in the Ohlo Valley was changing - It certainly seems
to be a fact.

\

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,




DR. CARROLL CHASE
R.F.D. 1, MILFORD,
NEW HAMPSHIRE

~ & ~
S 3¢ s D 1l

Mk/\ C’|S<\~\ A &QF\Q.,A/)[Z( lg‘c‘:W&/\ 7-;-.—\ el rre, |
B i, pOtmad wDw W Olellaafs Sa i > Cide | bcranrtn
F=X ~ee cnlecnan OV TR D barsr e nt M t:U\ r,u.u:.oQ A N

«Bﬁww"w&n Ns%uwwu—v«a—&m&‘—hw.
W&WW&MMKWM MNere @
WW“W"M i&iei%:twww
YT T eell mea ko B mm&_«» 5’\3::“,“:&‘“.0.91&&
D L T e erhenllily , ot 3 et i
WM’M““*WM wmaaulm
i B « Fuadrefd . IW&M’Q{MQ‘D’ ST Z‘"‘*’\




Jano 50’ 1950'

% o '
Dr, Carroll Chase,
R. F. D.l‘
Milford, WeH,

Dear Doc:

- Yours of the 27th received with returmn of the L.l
article and chock for $125.00. Thanks very much., Next tine
I won't bother with the insured parcel post as it 1s just
about as expensive as reglstered mail, I was glad that you
1iked the lot and I'1l zee 1f I can't dig wou out another
guad, I think that I have three or four left, If I get any
fPon any other c¢itlea I'11l cend thenm to you.

My copy of Muber's book did not arrive until this
morniig. T hhveﬂ't had a chance to do more than Jjust glauce
thru it. T rcad some of his chapters in mamiscript but I
don't think he sunhmitted the one on the ., ‘I helieve that I
-sent him soms photographs. Delf Norona wrote an article for
“the A,P, about fifteen years ago bBut 1t was not as good as the
one by Viard Hinmani ;

' I Bave-a lot of additlonsl date end 1f I had the time
I could put together quite an interesting story.

- T had my eollection dowh to New York at the Cipexe
I should have shown it to wvou, Soon afterward T sold it for
$800.00s I would like to bvv % baclk at $1, OO0.00. ‘

<L am gure that I have been selling covers too cheaps
What prioes do you suggest? I'1l g6 right along with you and
help in any way that I cany ;

‘ STill no snow,
Regards =

Yours etCe,
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January thirtieth
19 50

Dear Stan:

Herewith the Richland Prison item - rather
interesting, especially the note at top on purchase
of stamps. Note that Confed postage paid (apparently)
but not indicated and completely unsealed. I have
another with letter headed "C.S. Militery Camp, Columbia,
S.C. Nov. 15, 1864" (originally Richey) photo of which
T enclose for your interest. It may also be "Richland" 3
tho not so marked. The censor's name is not the same as
on the "Richland". Please return the photo for my files.

Also herewith is transcript of the Reagan letter
which I think is a wonderful item, even tho 1867.

Sending copy of this to Mac.

§i§?rds,

Mr. Stagley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky



Jﬂn. 17. 1950‘

Mre Re M. Wilkinsog
Box 129,
shelby, Ohto.

Dear Mr, Wilkinson:

‘ Herewith is a very rare P of W cover - with
letter enclosed - from a Federal officer confined in a
Southern prison, :

From "Richlanmd Prison -~ Columbla S.C." This
is a new "ne to me and also to MacBride - never before
have I heard of "Richland Ppison” = This is not very
pretty to look at but it is-a rarity and even if you
do not care to acquire, XY am sure you will enjoy seeing
it and reading the letter,

. It was undoubtedly sent to Richmond under
separate cover - perhaps with other letters to go via
Flag of Truee, thus no Confederate postal markings -

It entered the U.S. mail at 0ld Point Comfort, and

belng unpaild was charged with double postage on delivery,
You will note that there is no evidence on the envelope
that the letter was from a member of the Federal Army,
hence the double postage due,

The price is $25,00,

Sincinety i

re



Shelby, Ohio
Jan 31, 1950

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

In my hurry to complete same letters today I made the
stetment to you 'or Castle Thunder' - this is in-
correct. I just was not thinking what I said.

T think Castle Thunder wes at Richmond wesn't it?
and the spelling of Castle Pickney was incorrect.
This wes at fimakxmx Charleston, S. C.

Very tpuly yours,

I discovered this on copy
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THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
23 N. Fort T omas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

\




Shelby, Ohio
January 31, 1950

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomss Ave,
Ft, Thoms, Ky.

My desr Mr, Ashbrook:

First, I must be excused for being so terdy in replying to yours

b of the 17th containing the 'RICHLAND PRISON' item, It is indeed
beyond my fondest hopes - and I appreciate this. You will of course
find the check herewith for same, We have been away, my reason for
not replying sooner,

Your statement: "it is not pretty to look at"is correct - but, it
advances a pet theory of mine, I have always contended that any
place that was thought safe was used to house prisoners. As time
goes on others might show up, It is like the un-listed censors
markings of Johnson's Island, Ohio., I have several that are not
listed., 014 tobacco warehouses or jails lar ed
more than we will ever know, it only temporily.

Bt Charleston ~ SC
/f The only fortificsetion in Seuth Carclina in which P O W were
f confined (as far as known) /Was at Gestle-Thundery—or-—more
! correetty -Cestle Pinckneyﬁ And since, ell penitentaries or jails
were used I for one, think this a remsrkable item,

g N The neme of the prison wes correct and is correct, There wes a
b VS ’ large three storied prison located in Columbia, S. C, and from

\ the neme of the county (Richlend) the nesme of the prison was teken,

This vprison wes located on Wrshington Street immediately in the

reer of the City Hell snd Msrket, This, in 1856 was very densely
populated end today, upon the dircet site of the old Richland
Prison the negro Mssonic Temple st nds today. It is interesting
to note that their temnle is @180 three stories high, This old
Richland Prison wes burned during the sacking of Columbia upon
the arrival of Sherman'g Army in 1865,

Almost as soon as Sherman'g Army reached Columbia the prison and
guard house were fired, It is stated in histories that hidge piles
of cotton were placed in the streets and these were burned, At
about twelve o'clock during these events the prison caught fire
from within, It is thought that some former escapees from the
Asylum (another place of confinement for Federals) were the
instige$e®8 of the first fire. This fire was soon extinguished,
These escapees had been secreted and sheltered by some citizens f
of Columbia. But, about half past one another fire broke out which
finished the prison, (
[
0f course, the Federal prisoners were releesed and subsequently /
followed the army,. [

" The feet remeins, thet since, these releesed prisoners attached [
themselves to the srmy and thet we hsve this cover and letter
it verffiet enother prison - which to date so little is known
ebout. A

Thenking you snd assuring you that I will appreciate any other
additional informetion you can furnish, I remain

please advise Mr. MacBride.



Re = Righland Prison | : ' L
R.lMeWilkinson wrote 8.B.A. under date of Jan, 31, 1950:

"The only fortification in South Carolina in which P 0 W were
confined (as Tar as known) was at Castle Pinckney at Charleston,
S¢Ce And since, all penitentaries or jails were used I for one,
think this a remarkable item,

The name of the prison was correct and i1s correct. There was &
large three storied prison located in Columbia, $.C. and from

the name of the county (Richland) the name of the prison was taken,
This prison was located on Washington Street immediately in the
réar of the City Hall and Market. This, in 1856 was very densely
populated and today, upon the direct site of the old Richland
Prison the negro Masonic Temple stands today, It is interesting
to note that their temple is also three stories high, This old .
Richland Prison was burned during the sacking of Columbia upon

the arrlval of Sherman's Army in 18635, e s o :

Almpost as spon as Sherman's Ay reached Columbia the prison and
gunrd house wore fired, It 1s stabed in histories that huge piles

. of eotton were placed in the strects and these were ‘hurned, At

about. tvelve olcloek during these events the prison eaught fire

from within, It is thought that gowe rorer escapees from the
Asylum (another place of confinement for Federals) were the :
instigators of the first fire, This fire was soon extinguished,
These escapees had been secreted and sholtered Ly some citizens

of Columbia, But, about half past one anobher fire broke out whieh
finished the orison, .

Of course, the Federal prisoners were reloased and subsequently
followed the aruy, :

The fact.remaina, that since, these released prisoners attached

themselves to the army and that we Yave this cover and letter
it ve?%fies another prison = which to date so little ig known
about ; : ‘ ;

re



Re - Richland Prison
R.M Wilkinson wrote S.B.A. under date of Jan., 31, 1950:

"The only fortification in South Carolina in which P 0 W were
confined (@s Tar as known) was at Castle Pinckney at Charleston,
S.Ce And since, all penitentaries or jails were used I for one,
thi?k this a remarkable item.

The name of the prison was correct and is correct, There was a
large three storied prison located in Columbia, S¢Ce and from
the name of the county (Richland) the nsme of the prison was taken,
This prison was located on Washington Street immedlately in the
rear of the City Hall and Market, This, in 1856 was very densely
populated and today, upon the direct site of the old Richland
Prison the negro Masonic Temple stands today. It 1s interesting
to note that their temple is also three stories highe. This old
Richland Prison was burned during the sacking of Columbia upon
the arrival of Sherman?!s Army in 18635,

Almost as soon as Sherman's Army reached Columbila the prison and
guard house were fired, It is stated in histories that huge piles
of cotton were placed in the streets and these were burned. At
about twelve otclock during these.events: the prison caught fire

from within., It is thought that some former escapees from the
Asylum (another place of confinement for Federals) were the
instigators of the first fire, This fire was soon extinguished,
These escapees had been secreted and sheltered by some citizens

of Columbia, But, about half past one another fire broke: out which
finished the prison,

0of course, the Federal prisoners were released and subsequently
followed the army,.

The fact remains, that since, these released prisoners attached
themselves- to the army and that we have this cover and letter
it verifies another prison - which to date so 1little is known
aboute”



United States - - Confederate - - Covers - -

Stamps - - APS 18277

R. M. Wilkinson

Box 129
SHELBY, ORIO

Feb., 3, 1950
Mr., Stanely B. Ashbrook
33 N, Fort Thomas Ave
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I was in too much of a hurry inmy reply to you, because I had
a tremendous amount of work piled up. I always pey for a few days away.

I would like your opinion as to whether or not it would pay to
do & short article, with the few facts I heve on Richland Prison.

One might be able to pick up more meterial on this. /And if you
do think so, what type of title should be used?

Your opinion rules.




TELEGRAM




Febs 13, 1950.

Mre. Sylvester Colby,
805 Fifth Ave,

- 2
' Hew York 17, MeYe :

I have kad several turn-downg on the
7RlE but I am todav sending 1t to a prospect and
I have hopes that he will 1t sufficilently

L appreciate the fact that yom would
like to move it as soon as posaible and I will
make every eifort to that end,

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,




!
N
C

sylvester CO“D
LI 605 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 17

UNITED STATES STAMPS - COVERS - DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCESSORIES - AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE - APPRAISALS-DEPARTMENTS - COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS

February 11, 1950

. Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas
Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Just for the record, may I say that we ap-
prediate your efforts in trying to get the

stamp placed. It is too bad the firt try
iﬁiﬂhﬂ out. There is no particular rush,
though it is understendable Bruce and I would
like to move it.,

Best regards.



505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

UNITED STATES STAMPS-COVERS-DEPARTMENTS-REVENUES-ACCESSORIES-PHILATELIC LITERATURE-APPRAISALS-UNITED STATES STAMPS

;/
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June 30, 1950

Ml‘. SV. COlby’
5086 Pifth Avo.,
' Hew York 17, N.Y.

Dear S8y:

This will confirm recelpt of the One Cent
1861, single off cover, Uypa I, 7RlE, also our
phone converaation,

After T talked with you I nut the opy in
tetro and found it had sone thin spots at top and one
in the back of the healdly "Theeo areé on the bhack and
do not show on the face, There s also a horizontal
crease across the top which does show on the face,

I will hold the stamp pending further
advice from you.

With best wishes =

Corxdially yours,



Feb, 13, 1950.

My, N. Ae Voodworth
1300 E. Nine uile Road, -
Ferndale 20, Mich.
Dear Voodys

Yours recelvell, and heré 13 the stamp.
described in nine o1 the 4th.

1 think that: 1t speake for itesell, I
have signed it on the backe

The price is 1;275,00.

In my very hwable opinion I think that
the beautiful appearance of this copy will always
make 1t 7 very salfe investment at the price.

With best wishes «~

Cordially yours,

A



NEWTON AWOODWORTH

FERNDALE, MICHIGAN

February 10, 1950

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

I am sorry for the delay in answering your
letter of February lLth which was caused by my absence
from the city.

I might be interested in buying this stamp
you mentioned in your letter, but I would much rather
see it in the flesh first.

Very truly yours,
< (

4

h

!

\-z:, ; ‘ "—/ : & J‘*-'
N. A, Woodworth

NAW/b

A



Feb. 3, 19504

Wr. Ben B, Newman,
175 W, Jackson Blvd.,
Chicago 4, Ill.

+ Dear Ben:

Why do you supposé it takes a registered
let ter from Vednesday to Frlday A«lls to get down hore?
Note the back handstanps herewith.

Thanks for the return of the TR1E, Ben, I
am 8¢ nuits about any copy of a TRIE that my opinion is
not worth a darn. I an so prejudiced in its favor that
I suppose I am not capable of rendering a falr and
lmpartial opinion,

This copy on the face 1s the most beautiful one
that I have seen in years - full margins all around and
no cancelation to cover up any part of the design., I
reallze and did realize that 1t had some defects, other~-
wise I think that this copy would easily be worth $2,0004
In other words, 1 think that its low price has discounted
the defects. You zee Ben, I am prejudiced and bilased
and not capable of an accurate opinion on this copy, but
I would be willing to bet that you will never have an
opportunity to purchase another copy as beaubiful as this
at sueh a low price., Its my opinion that the bsauty of
this copy will always make it a desirable addition to any
eollection. But that is just my opinilon and its prejudiced,
so don8t hold it against me. :

With beet wishes =

Cordially yours,

A -0
" 3 a RN .
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lr. Mortimer I, Neinken,
49 ‘-’!eﬂt 2drd St.’
Wew York 10, N.Y.
Dear dort:

Herewith the strip of three as per yours of the lst.

You are quite right = this strip ls from the top row of Plate

3 but I éo not 'mow the plate vositions or even the panes I
might get sowe idea as to the latter on the spaecing and allgne
menit but 1t would not be accurates.

In the West sale back in 1345, Lot 511l was a cover
with a very fine single - a Lop row copy from Plate 5 - Because
I described it as such, Souren pald 100,00 for it. Here is a
photo of the West stamp - You will noce 1t is the sawme as your
center copye If I wanted to do a litile guegsing (which is bad
in plating) =« I would make a guess that this strlp ig 1IR3 « 2R3 -
3

Mort, I know you won't mind 1f I neke the followihg
cormuents s

s {A) Plate One Iarly prints wore never iIn a shade like
this,

(B) Note the £ilm of ink across lower part of this
strip = This 1s a Fyplcal Tlate 3 characterlstvic and we never find
this on Plate One larly prints = Plate One Early rust have had a
very highly polished surface ~ no grainy surface to hold ink =
impressions generally ragor sharp.

(C) To my eye « Plate Cne Early prints are as difforent
from any from Plates 2 or O as day i1s from night but that faculby
comes from years and vearsg of close study, In time it will also
come to you., I think you have accomplished wonders in your study
of the One Cent stamps, In fact, I1f I was as smart as you are 1
would have accomplished wnat I did in a half to a third of the
time « Now I axm not kidding or trying to be funny but I an geriw
ous and mean every word that I say. In faet, Mort, if you doubt
the above statement you can get it corfirmed by E.Perry, Rich or
Konwiser, They will tell you that I am an awful dumb clucks I
don't argue with then,

I noted ¥ery carefully how you arrived at ithe positions
on the Plate 12 block snd I think your deductions were very
elever as well as belng very accurates, A elose observation of
every detall is half the battle in plate reconstructlons




ey

feee i
lirs lMortimer L. leinken, Feb. 4, 1950,

Re = the Jefferys collectioms Several have baken the
matter up with me about writing a booklet on the One Cent Plate 5.
All of the Jefferys material would be loaned te me « (1) to check
his plating -~ (2) make photographs - (3) and make an exhaustive
study of all wmy notes with his material - (4) for the purpose of
publishing the fullest information possible on Plate 3 so that
specialists conld plate mateorial, It certainly is a grand idea so
far as everyone is concerned but me, I went worse than broke in
writlig the One Cent book and I don't want another experience 1like
that. Such a work as propesed would entail long hours of hand
work with no financlal compernsation vhatsoever, Thatfs the reagon
why I mentionsd that the propogal was a grand idea for everyone
goneerned Lut myself, ' '

Iorty 'l have a psrfectly marvelons sopy, off cover, of
the Type I - Th1E < s sidowslk all around - and 80 lightly canceled
At 18 practically wmused, It has a glight creaze agross tho top . ; ‘
and ‘a snall thia spot on the back ~ in the Laek of Pranklinte head,

Without these winor defects I thinksthis copy wonld be worth $2,000,
It i3 really beautiful and on its face 4t is the most superd looking
TR1E im xy retordd. The price 1s U1,2754,00 and I think the how
pricé nmore than discounts the ninor defectss It 1s so beautiful
that I think its Leauty will alwarys make it a very desirable investe
ment . £ you want to see it, 111l be glad to send 1t down Tar a
look. Wire me on recelpt of this lother if you are Intervested.

: I also have a 5¢ 1856, vertical strip of thrse on a plece,
Yyery fine, Price £275.00, The lattor is offered sublect to con~
firustion. : ;

With alld rood wisheg -

Cordially yours,

e




- -

Feb. 4, 1950.

Ml'. N . J\. WOOdWOI'th,
1300 E. Nine Mlle Road,
Ferndale 20, Mich.

Dear Woodyk

I have been offered a gorgeous looking
copy of the One Cent 1851, Type I, 7TR1lE, off cover,
with full margins all around, beautiIful color, and
very lightly canceled, In faect, the cancel is so
slight that the copy almost appears as unused.

0f all the singles of this stamp that I
have seen, I recall none that is any more beauti-
ful in appearance., It seems to be the rule that 1f
a copy is not cut into 1t is heavily canceled, and
when lightly canceled, it is cut into at some part
of the design.

This beautiful copy has a crease Jjust
above the top of the design - It is not noticeable
and in my opinion, it is of no importance., The
stamp also has a minor thin spot on the back in the
back of Franklin's head, I mention these, otherwise
would term the copy superb. Without them I think
the copy would well De worth $2,000, As it is, it
is a very safe investment at the price asked, Would
you be interested?

With every good wish -
Cordially yours,



Fob, 21, 1950,

lir.S8ylvester Colby,
506 Fifth Ave.,
Hew York 17, N.Y.

Dear'Sy:

I sold the 7R1E @ {1,275.00 and recelved
the check this afternoon. If you want the name
of the buyer I'll be glad to give it to you.

On account of the fact that I had several
turn~-downs I wouldn't want that fact to get back to
“the owner so I suggest that we make no mention of
this transaction to anyone.

Herewith check as per agreement for $750.00.

With best wishes -

Yours etc.,

$1,275
225

525
225



N. A. WoopworTH COMPANY

FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

February 20, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N, Ft Thomas Avenue,
Ft. ‘homas, Kentucky.

My dear Stanley:

I am enclosing & cashier's check in the amount
of $1,275.00 in payment for the stamp received from you
a few days agoe

I am glad to get this stamp and I wonder if
you would tell me how many of these are available at
the present time. This is a very nice looking copy
and, except for the #in spot in the stemp, it will
pass very nicely for a very good copye.

With kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

e L/J,, ,/‘

N. A, “oodworth

Naw/b

~encl,

A



Peb. 22, 1950,

3 fﬁro N. A. “'OOdwm'th’
Ferndale 20, Mich,

Dear Woody:

Yours of the 20th with check for the TR1E received,
Thanks very mchs

I am sure you will never regret the purchase of that
copy and I dare state that it will create a lot of envy when~
-ever showne

Regarding the mawber of known coples of the Type I.
It must have been along about 1914 or 1918 that I began making
a record of every copy that I ecould locate « past records, in
colleetions, auction sales, thru advertisements, etec., ete,
In other words, over a poriod of about 35 years, Your copy re=
ceived the lo. 60 on my list but I have no way of knowing how
rmch duplicatlion exists because in certain listings I simply
have the memo that Mr, X has a used copy or that lirs Z has a palr
with a 7R1E, ete, In quite a number of my listings I have
actual photo raphs that I made or had made. I estimate, that
elininating possible duplication that my record probably c onsists
of fifty difforent copies of the stamp - on cover - off cover =
in singles - pairs - strips, etc., and all sorts of condition,
cut into, badly damaged, heavily cancelod, ete. etcs II you
could go thru my file with me I am sure that you wonld be supe
prised at the small number of coples that are of record in really
good condition. Among singles very few are not cut into or with
fair margins, or not heavily canceled or a faded color,

Someday you must pay me 2 visit in my stamp room and
see for yourself a portion of my philatelic records,

I was grieved at the news of Don Bennettts passing.
He was greatly loved by all wno knew hin,

‘With best wishes =~
Cordially yours,



vester CoO lL
505 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORHK [7

1
N
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UNITED STATES STAMPS - COVERS - DEPARTMENTS - REVENUES - ACCESSORIES - AUCTIONS - PHILATELIC LITERATURE - APPRAISALS-DEPARTMENTS - COVERS - UNITED STATES STAMPS

1950 SCOTT SPECIALIZED U. S.
ORDER NOW - $3.50

February 23, 1950

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esqg.
33 North Fort Thomes Avenue
Fort Thomas

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

"SCY Many thanks for your kindness in taking
care of the stamp. Receipt is acknowledged
of your check for which Bruce and I thank you.
We are quite content to let the tranmsaction
rest.

1SCY There ig just one thought that comes to
me, and that is, if you had a photo made of
the stamp, we should like to have a copy for
our files.

SC" Best regards.

SC:am

e
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WILLARD C. JACKSON @

A.P.S. 20832
T. P. A. 815

STAMPS AND SUPPLIES FOR COLLECTORS e

325 Bewley Building
FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS

February 8, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
35 N, Fort Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of what I believe is
a Type 1C of the 1 cent blue perforated. It has all
these earmarks according to your description in your
book on 1 Cent Blues. However, since the s tamp is
rather hard to classify my customer has asked me to
send to you for your comments. I would appreciate
your remarks and send me bill for your services.

Thanking you in advance, I remain,

Very truly yQ rs,

Aud €

P. S. In addition to the above mentioned 1 cent blue,
I am enclesing herewith two (2) 1869 covers, the 15c¢

Typeg I and the 30 cent. Would like to know 1f these

two items are genuine used covers. WCJ

Enclosurses

T copy I cent blue 1857-61 U. S. issue
1l U. S. 119 on cover

1 Us S. 121 en cower



HERMAN HERST, JR.

SHRUB OAK, N. Y.

to put it briefly . . . . .
am sending you herewith a 30c¢ 1869 cover which
came ln,bwzicn I would appreciate your Llook-
ver in order to tell me what you can about
I want you to know that in the event it is
I may use your letter to substantiate the
so when you reply let me know how much I

over, :
wishes, I am

owe vou for your opinion. With best

L4

losinean? Urit



Feb. 17 » 1950.

Mr. Herman ﬁgrst, Jr.,
Shrub Oak, HW.Y,

Pat -

Herewith the 30¢ 186¢ cover as per yours of the
13th, .

. Prankly I do not 1ike to pass on a cover such as
this where the evidence, one way or the other is s0 meager.
However, here are some comments:

Apparently the use was April 1870 from New York, I
examined the year dates on the back wery carefully under my
lamp and microscope and I failed to detect any tampering so I
assume that the use was actually Ap il 1870, One point I
never like on such a cover is the mlssing part that had the
written year ~ You will note it is missing, - I suppose the
fakers Mnd it much easier to change stamped year dates (for
example "76" to "70") than to change pen dates so they sinmply
tear them off, But assumines that the use was actually April
1870, the rate by closed mail thru lngland to Sicily, was 15/
per ouncé. Thus this could M ve been a double rate, I
suppose the green "2" might indicate a double, but inasmuch as
I have never seen any covers with green penellsmmrks from the
¥ew York Post 0ffice in 1870, I assume this "2" was applled by
the sender. The New York red nostmark was of a type used in
1870, I tried to detect evidence of substlitution of another
stamp but failed to find any, therefore, everything considered,
I believe that the cover is genuine but inasmich as I am not
sure, I would prefer not to ve quoted. For that reason, I am
not making any charge for this examination,

In this case I think that the cover should be sent to
the Philatelic Fownxlation for their opinion, not that I womld
give a damm for it, but for your own protection,

With regards - ‘
' Sincerely yours,



E. D. WARSHAUER
901 HILLSIDE BLVD.
Carrcroft
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

’d% é, /70"‘0
Biige. Iee, atilrpk: ~
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Sept., 9, 1950,

Mr, E, Dy Warshauer,
901 Hillside Blvd.,
Carrcroft,
Wilmington, Delaware,

Dear Nr, Varshauer:

Re - yours of the 6th, I recall the 30¢
1869 ecover that Pat Herst sent me last February and
I have before me a photo=print of 1t, and also a copy
of my letter to hims I doubt if I can add a thing
at this time,

I note that in my letter I expreassed the
opinion that a doubtful item such as this should not
:g gold without a certificate by the Philatelic Founda« -
Ole

When T get a little time I will attempt to
locate that article for you.

Sincerely yours,

- 5 ol Ok e
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HERMAN HERST, JR . mae—m—
SHRUB OAK, NEW YORK
LAKELAND 3331

z lot Stanley
cormients on the 30c 186G

diyot. - Lf i

L s s S AR
“‘] 1 TS :
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foundation,

gimece thits 1.8

ely to take a month or two,
I lam grateful to yo ppre-~

clate your courtesy
J

Waa QTN mwa s i N

Wels »Ome (20" A 1

Voo o W IHEC Wway L1l .
¢ 3

With best regarx

40T - AmmmI mm®

YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS!



UNITED.

Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 No.Ft.Thomaes Ave.,
Ft. Thomas Ky.



Quoted from letter of Leonard V. Huber dated January 30, 1950:

I think you have the answer as to how the N.O. Post
Office receipted for postage paid between June 1 and June 12,
1861. Judging from the scribble on Mr. Somdal's cover, they
must have had to write it on all. Things must have been in a
terrible mess at the time and apparently the "N.0.P.0." hand-
stamp had not yet been thought of.

I think I can answer your question about the use of

2 the "N.0.P.0." handstam, to cancel Riddell's adhesives. They
seem never to throw anything away in post offices, particularly
handstamps. I have seen examples of handstamps in use in the
1840s on 3¢ greens twenty five years later, so it is not too
much to reason that after the appearance of the adhesive stamp
they merely used the "N.O.P.O." stamp as a killer., This is
frankly a guess, but it is a guess based on some knowledge of
the habits of postal employees. We know also that only certain
clerks handled the steamboat mail. This would account for the
use of the double cirlc e N.O. postmark together with the N.O.P.O.
stamp. These clerks probably appropriated the stamp for their
own use after its use as a provisional handstamp was ended.

As the times were extremely confused and people were
not acquainted with the raise in rates, it is quite possible that
the "PAID 5" was put on your cover of July 29, 1861 by some postal
official or steamboat clerk who was not acquainted with the 7¢
rate. When the mail arrived at New Orleans, it was stamped
"Steam 7" and the extra 2¢ collected from the recipient.



February 6th, 1950,

Mr. Leonard V. Huber,
2 4841 Canal Street,
New Orleans 19, La.

My dear Huber:

Thanks a lot for your fine and interesting letter
of January 30th.

I guess that unless we learn otherwise, we will Jjust
have to assume that posta e paid in New Orleans petween June
1st and June l2th, 1861, was simply noted in manuscript on
each cover, as in the case of the Somdal cover which you 1l-
lustrated in your book. It is of course possible that the
post office did this while awaiting delivery of the adhesive
stamps and handstamps which it had ordered, but in view of
the size ef the city it must have been guite a chorel I will
hope that we gan locate some more examyules of this on covers
sent during thst perlod, - I suppose that relatively few of
them were saved, however, because of the very fact that the
postage was written istead of handstamped.

However, I am afraid you still haven't the complete
% answer &8 to why the N,O.P.0. handstamp was s0 often used to
cancel the Provisional stamps. It was placed too
to just assume that the clerks picked it up ana used it as a
"killer®, Every sexample I have seen shows that it was hit
very carefully on each stamp, - twice when a pair of stamps
was used, and that the 5¢ handstamp was used only on the 5¢
stamps, and the 2¢ one on the 2¢ stamps! Also, the "J. L.
Riddell" handstamp was impressed on each such cover, and the
small double-circle New Orleans postmark was almost invari-
ably used in sach such case. I think that these stamps were
attached to the envelopes at the post office, cancelled with
the N.0.P.0, handstamp, the Riddell handstamp impressed, and
that they then were sold across the counter as -"stamped en-
velopes®, and were addressed, mailed, and postmsarked later.
This is the only tenable theory I can think of, - but others
do not agree with me, - and we all awalit something more to
confirm or deny it.




As for my P"STEAL 7" cover, I think it guite possible
that the PAID 5 was written on it at the point of meiling, and
that when the cover arrived in New Orleans by boat, it was stamped
STEAM 7 and the extra 2¢ was then paid. Ky present guestion was
whether the 2¢ was collected from the recipicnt, or was paid by

the post office as part ol its services, a %xe & Zﬁr delded 7"’0'

without collecting this extrs charge,

If you have or develop any further 1nfomation on these
matters at any time, I would be moat happy and grateful to h&ve
you pass them dlong to me.

Sincoxfely yours, : u w(,&”

MacB/HK

f

» )




Van Dyk: Mac Bride
744 Brodd Street

Newark 2, N. J,

Pebruary 1lith, 1950.

il o

[

Mr. Frederick J. Grant,
2901 Los Feliz Boulevard,
: Los Angeles, California.

Dear Pred:

I realized that you were in one of your very busiest
periods, both when you didn't reply to my several communications,
and when I read that your firm had an outstanding showing of china
at the big Chicago merchandise fair! But, - I always allow for
such circums tances in your case, and I don't mind a bit not hearing
from you promptly! :

I am glad to hear that you got and have read a copy of
"The Great Mail™, - which I guite agree is a very fine piece of
work and contains a lot of information which will be very useful
for future reference. I noted that the authors did not include
several express markings of the period, such as the Southwest Ex-
press and the Pioneer Express, - and I called the latter to their
attention. On the chance that they might put out another or ex-
panded edition, why not write Mr, Huber of your fine cover, - which Q
I am sure he would be very glad to xnow of. ‘ 'ftwiﬂ/1ﬁlﬁq£:'”

A .

It is interesting to have Warren Colson'spinions on
the N.0.P.0., hendstamps. [ already havé Tecords of some which
show offsets of the postmark on their reverse sides, and of course
I think that this is a further indication of their undoubtedly Pro-
visional presparation. I[ncidentsally, this has been a pretty well-
known feature in establishing the manufacture of handstampsed Con-
federate Provisionals from other places, in the past.

. The more I study this N.0.P.0. thing, the more I am
convinced that these handstamps were used to make Provisional en-
velopes. Also, I still think that when they were used to cancel
the Provisional adhesive stamps, that they actually formed Pro-
visionally issued "stamped envelopes®™, prepared at the post office
and sold prior to usage. In this connection you once told me you
had one or more where the adhesive stamp had been placed gver a
portion of the written address. I would greatly like to see an
example of this if possible, for I admit that it would weeien my
theory considerably. Have you one or more which I could examine?



I am continuing my study on the N.0.2.,0. handstamps,
and have just about finished & listing of all that I have seen or
have been able to locate. The listing is in considerable detail,
including the type of postmark and date of each cover and where
addressed, and with comments pointing out any outstanding features,
ete. I shall send a copy of this to you as well as to Shenfield
and Ashbrook, and from it we may well be able to reach some useful
conclusions.

I am glad you liked the photostat of the New Orleans
stamp money I sent you. They certainly are odd things, but I don't
beliesve there can be any doubt that at least the smaller denomina-
tions, - up to 15¢, -~ were actually issued and used, to some extent.

 Cordially yours,
- L)

7 v
,» I
-

MacB/HK

e.C.t
S.8.83hbrook
L.L.Shenfield

e
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February 24th, 1950.

Mr. Frederick J. Grant,
2901 Los Feliz Boulevard,
Los Angeles, California.

Dear Fred:

Thanks a lot for your cooperation as to your
N.0.P.0. covers. I note you have two covers and one piece with
two stamps cancelled N.0O.P.0. Also, that the small postmark is
used on both covers, etc.

Will you now be good enough to give me this
additional, brief information? What is the full date in each of
these two cancels? What are the names of the steamers written on
each cover? Are the two stamps on the piece two singles or a pair,
and is the N.0.P.0. cancellation struck twice?

' In the analytical list of these markings which
I am working on, I have now decided to add a description of any
covers used with gither the New Orleans Provisional stamps OR Con-
federate General Issue stamps which are gancelled with the small
double _circle postmark. I own one with the Provisional stamp
which you generally presented to me sometime ago, on which the can-
cel is dated October 1, 1861, Then I have & photo of that one with
‘& rouletted 5# Green which you own, with the cancel dated April 18,
1362. 1 know you have others, - will you please give me the dates
in the cancellations, the place to which addressed, the adhesive
stamp used, and any other cancels, hand stamps, steamer names or
other notations which may appear thereon?

S8henfield has & cover bearing the 5¢ Provisional
tied with a double-circle cancel dated October 9, and also the large
single circle cancel dated October 10, addressed to Natchez. Do you
have Bny covers showing both these cancels, and if so will you please
describe, giving me the same details as asked above?




A collector-friend of mine has a cover which
apparently ran the blockade from England to New Orleans. It has
"Due $1.50" and "2" written on it in blue pencil, -~ for the blockade
and ship postage, - but I was chiefly ihterested to note that it has
the small double-circle New Orleans postmark dated Jan. 4, 1862.
Thus it seems that this type of postmark was used on ALL mail arriv-
ing in New Orleans by bozat, - whether by river or by oceanl!

Finally, some time I would greatly like to see
that cover or a good photograph thereof, which shows the Provisional
Bdhesive cancelled N.O.P.0. and applied over a portion of the ad-
dress. No hmrry about this, but I would appreciate receiving the
other data asked for herein as promptly as possible.

As Ever, AN

Y " e :
i TR Ao
’,-/ j&’ //
MacB/HK

¢.c.t L.L.Shenfield £
S.B.Ashbrook

A



March M. 1950,

744 Broad 5t.,
Newark 2, Hede

Dear Mac:

' I have your memo of the 27th re - the M.0.
post office covers. I looked up both of the articles
but doubt 1f I can add anything to the published
accountse The Steve Brown cover is very interesting
and the facts as set forth are very convineing. I

note that this cover did not come up in the Brown sale,
g0 I suppose that Steve borrowed it from some collector,
If you publish an article you may twrn 1t up.

Considering the Brown and Somdal covers, it
is my guess that the former was probably an aotusi
PelaPe, vhereas the latter was simply a HeS.P,

You are doing some nice werk on this subject.
Perhaps a short advance article in Stamps," out
vhat you are trying to develope and solioi%ﬂ.ngaaazu-
tance nmight bring some good results.

Yours otc.,



: i
PUTNAM SUPPLY COMPANY omsm
OFFICE AND YARD: FOOT OF SPRING STREET - TELEPHONE 9133
PEORIA, ILLINOIS o &
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Feb, 27, 1950

Mr, Stanley B Ashbrook,
33 N Fort lhomas Ave,,
Fort Thomas, KY

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing a very interesting cover for your
inspection and 0.K.

While theprice is high I am inclined to feel it is
enough unusual if 0,K, to even now add to my collection.
What do you think?

Will be very much interested in hearing from you

on the Herst item? Ag to what I might have to pay for

it and whether or not we can arrange a party to purchase for
us in Bostone

The coal business is about over, This week all of our
supplies will have run out and the weather yesterday was
10 below zero.

Sure will welcome anything fpom what we are having to
go thru now,

My best to you and Mildred, I remain,

Sincerely,

>
e

Chas+ W PutnamJr.

If you feel that I should add the item to my collection
will you kindly sign 1t on the back as genuine, Will get
all settled up with you one of these firne days.

e
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\
Mr, Charles M. Putnam, J¥.,
7 Putnam Supply Co.,
Foot of Spring St.,
Peoria 3, Ill.

Dear Charley:

Terewith the 5¢ 1847 cover, which in my opinion 1s a
gaka - that 1s, the 5¢ stanp never originated on this cover,
don't think that there is any doubt whatsoever but what this
was a sbtampless cover and that someone added this stanp and
painted the "tle" on the cover - and incidentally a very poor
job, net at all convineing, so evldently done by some anmatour
faker in this country or Canada. The foreign crooks take tlme
and at least nake their work look very genuine,

The blue of the postmark i1s surely not the same blue
as on the stanp. With a cover such as this the quartz lamp is
of little acsistance - the blue on the buff envelope shows to a
disadvantage,. : '

By all means réburn the cover and if you want to use my
name - tell them that I infdrmed you the cover is a fake.

There was never any 5¢ rate to Canada, and the write
from the handwriting must have been @gntelligent and aware that i0¢
was the rate = The 10¢ in the Buffalo Postmark ghows the letter
was sent unpaid - and the Canadian "6D" was the Epence due -
equivalent to 104 in our ourrency. Whoever sent this to you
sliould have known better. o

8o Par Neret has not sent the 54 plate proof to me but
when he doss I will write you, Thore is a young chap in Boston
who is under some obligetion to me - Hia name 1g Molesworth - maybe
I gould get him to buy the item for nme, I could also get Kelleher
to attend to it or my godd friend Maurice Blake. No doubt he
would be the best cholee.

I have been fdllowing thé coal situation and 1t 1s
simply terrible and the end 1s not yet, Perhaps some good will
gcome out of it = perhaps the end of Joln L,

I hote 1t was ten below up your way Sunday morning. It
dropped to Zero here., Some weather,

Mildred says "Hello" to Care and our best to you both.
Cordially yours,
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744 BROAD STREET

NEwaArKk 2, NEw JERSEY

March 2nd, 1950.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stanley:

I send you herewith a photograph of a most interesting
cover. The cover will be offered by John Fox in a sale in the
near future, and he had this photograph made for me. Obviously,
my interest is as to its possible bearing on my Confederacy - to-
Europe study, and I would greatly like to have your opinion and
comments, with that thought in mind.

The 01d Point Comfort postmark dated December 16 (1861)
is of course the "key". Unless written by someone in that vil-
lage, or in Fortress Monroe or elsewhere nearby, it seems ap-
parent that this folded letter originated at some point in the
Confederacy. Who more likely would be writing to France than
someone in New Orleans, for instance? Incidentally, part of the
original letter has been destroyed, and all that remains on the
reverse is the ending written in French and the signature of the
sender, I suspect that this letter travelled in another cover
bearing Confederate postage, flag of truce markings, etc. to For-
tress Monroe, where it was taken out, examined, and sent on "Due"
to France. Unfortunately, - that is necessarily all guess work!
Also, I would like to have your comments on the markings and
rates, - particularly as to the DUE 15 in a circle, - which is a
new one to me.

- e wm wmm wm e wm e e w® S e e - e - -

Larry Shenfield sent me a copy of his recent letter to
you in which he referred to certain things about the C.S.A.
monthly Newsletter. This is to say that I wholly agree with
him that it should cease making ANY offers to SELL anything. How-
ever, it should continue to list WANTS to buy, - information
inguiries, etc. - as a service to the members.

e



I also think that we should give some careful thought
to a possible scale of charges to be made by the Authentication
Committee for its services. My present thought is that a nominal
charge of 50¢ to $1., plus postage and registry, might be made
for examining each "ordinary" item sent in, - that is one requir-
ing no research, correspondence, or special work. On the latter
items, it might be an idea to recommend that they be submitted
to the Philatelic Foundation, either directly by the owner or by
our Committee, @& theirregular charges to be paid thereon. Thus
we would not be "competing" with the Foundation, and we would be
supporting its work. All of this might obviate the "free riders"
who now come to our Committee, - mostly to Shenfield, - for free
information, particularly dealers, - who thus gain financially
thereby.

As Ever,
bV

7

MacB/HK <1\\\

¢.Ces L.L.Shenfield el



March 4, 1950,

Mr. Van Dyk MaeBride,
A 744 Broad St.,
Newark 2. Heds

Dear Mac:

Yours of the lst recelved.

e 4 Herewith the John J, lanor cover of Jan. 10 '60,
also the 0.P.,C. Due 6 - and the photestat of Harl's cover, Ie .
sent me a print a few weeks ago. Yesterday I wrote him to
please send the cover as you wanted a& print. I belleve that
Earl does not consider a use such as yours as & censor mark
but rather as a cormer cand, I think he is wrong ~ absolutely
wrong - I think the Maner mrking is & censor's mark - on his
covyrr - and on your cover, HNote your "Due 6" « this 1s Atlanta
not Aupusta., I never saw a finer strike of the MANOR. W
se iarl a printe

: Re = the N,0, P,0, « IxX-Richey covers I never kept

a spearate record regarding sales of the Richey covers, The
only record I might have would be my reports to him and 1t would
be quite a job to searech thru these to find a sale of an in=-
dividual cover = might take considerable time which I can 11l
af £8rd unless you have to have the information, I have no re-
eollection who got that particular cover, It might have been
Fred Crant but I doubt 1te :

Yes, the stamp is over part of the address and certainly
indicates that'; this cover was not preparad and sold in advange
of nse. It seoms odd tha®i the RNiddell handstaup is on this cover.

Vhy not send your print to Fred and inquire if he owns the Richey

mer. - . A = :

With this 1 am returning the vhoto of the cover
Frange., Here are somad points « The rate to France was 1
3 ownce., Mall could be asent wipaid. This was semt un
Due 15 was surely applied at T,F.C, The Wew Yorlrma
Torelgn Ixchange - in blagk and the 3, our debif to Frante for
our share of the rate. Tne large "g" 1s the French Dug of 8
deeimes, equivalent to 15/ U. 5. currencys I agree tliis could
have orig.’mated in the 8outh and went by F, of T, to 0,PuCs On
the other hand, it tonld have originated at 0,P.C.

I agree one hundred percent that no material should be
offered in the Bulletin and I wrote “arry to that effect, I also
agree that a fee shoild be charged by the A.Comuittee and advised
hin to consult with the members of his Commitbtee and to formmlate
a plan, No doubt he has taken the matter up with you by this time.

With regards -
Cordially yours,



PHONE UNIVERSITY 1-4399

.-.»*-J H. W. STARK & CO.
18652 BIRCHCREST DRIVE
DETROIT 21, MICH.

: April 4, 1950.

Dear Stan,

Thought you mi%ht be interested in the enclosed
stampless cover, Red---Thamesville, U.C. Nov., 10, 1843;
Thru Windsor, C.W. (strait line) (on back of cover).

Thru Detroit Nov. 12, to Bethlehem, Pa.

There were three of these covers and I took the
earliest date. Note canadiéan red Paid 7. and our 25¢.

Dont know if Boggs would be interested but you
can send it to him if you want to.

Sincegply,

iy i
s i
[ B 2D »

/

P.S. Here is another cover that I believe to
be rare. I have not seen anything like it before. I am
%oing to repair the cover at the top. I have never seen

SHIP LETTER" cancelling the stamps. What do you think
of it.

e



4

" Mr. Herold W, Stark,
P Os Box 288,
Ann Arbor, llch.

Dear Harold:

Herewith the btwo covers as per yours of the 4th.
Both are rathor unusual and interesting- 2

The cover from Canadae This shows a payment "to the
Lines" of Sevon pence (in Canadsa), and thru the Windsor Tx=
change Office to Detroit where it was rated as an unpeid letter
with 26¢ due., It 4s my guess that this is not a very scarce
item becauge there must have been quite a lot of nmall thru the
W!.ndsog' Detrolt offices in the early forties.

HIiP LETTIER. "‘he 6 rate Lo B.8.A. becane affective
on April I75 8 "gi1p LUoTIR" nar}rmg was no doubt
applied ag 8, John's, T,

St. John's exchanged with Portland and Hastport, Maine
and Boston, lags. (see 1867 P.L. & R. = Regulations = page 36).
This was not placed in the Beston T.0. but mailed direct aboard
ship and thus received the lew Bmmswiok narking of "SHIP LI
Thus a 3¢ 1867 grill wvith a n Lo maeking wsed as a
(uite nice, I made photos ol [ront “‘* paeR aa the Intter max'kn
ings are very luportants This com ané nark.’mg is very rare and
the reason is (ulte enhvions. It did not go thru the Doston F. O..
but was mailed disect abeard ship.

I failed to find this mar,cing 1isted in the Jarrett eor
: Boggs books

Thanks very much for yours of the 2nd with check feor
865,00 for the three covers, Also thanks for return of the
straight-line and the Confed. Patriotic,

As far as W& a fauily is concerned a television
get bad enough but a peol table is evem wopst as 1t btakes up the

time in the daytine. I have a television sebt that I bought in Jan,

and I don’t think Mildred and I have been away from it more than
three or four nights since we have had it. It really has made.
regular bums out of hoth of us, If I would get a pool table I
suppose wo would wind up in the Poor House in a few month's time.

mildred joins me in best wishes to Ruth, the family
and you. ‘
Cordially yours,



i DONALD MACGREGOR
A.P.S. 15160 - C. C. OF N. Y
’ P 1602 HOUSTONIA AVENUE
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN

W 6,450

e Ut covey - g A0 st T
Py Soaraih f Chleopo var i tovie

¢
o

Kellor. 3 obiowed bt coven omd £ mocd
‘%S{WMMM% Q/L,UUM\’MM
K I olyed T coven T Hasto( Lot
WJ\D\P.g,aM& walld ot oY, vl
M%Mg WMWM
then Uz kol J fard . I 4 FeD
& S Ao T foTion bt Bt s a
BRI ot satiion, e He e

>




M%MMM 47530\
M' Vst Th mjvu“(«l« 2NN
Lo Cop B (T Riclhny covan Tpot-from san) |
MW%&)«@U\ 05% -'m/xu(% V\ﬂj,
Wwdm Sl‘,,a/utmw-o\

T Covons Sl o A covano ashubif
oWk foge o " Sraad oy Yol
jww&a/duf%%um“wqd@@/
M@D&xaﬂawmﬁ@f{m« 20 ¢ ik
T G ond ot Y o vt T Aot Tl
WS\M%W\Q Wmﬁﬁ(
Ho 20 ¢ agpatiy nati paid i casl and L

For o pire et -
" Do



S

Steee
R o v ot X g ffrs o

Q‘T‘QOW& Ju| addaigs N
DIRE T R e Gl
Petoot |, Mick .

(fts. by b allss 3 Ao waddivf
MWMA‘DWG(%M\&WW
6\W2 ‘Z&&,\MjwM
I hinibin wld™ S bl oind gan
Wmﬁ'ﬂ_fwwﬁfjé’m
s vt g g, 20 of X o St

aoh o Brtrmdl ~ Airhaned - Ra oAoes ust

KT ){%&/@Qa«/ﬁa




April 108h, 1950.

iir, Donald acGregor,
2126 Grand River Ave.,
Detroit 1, ich.

Dear Donp i

Herewith vour 12¢ 1857 cover to Scotland and in my
opinion it 1s as good as golds I falled to note a single
suspicious feature and there is not the slightest doubt in
my mind that the cover is perlectly good and does not show any
sort of monkey business. ‘

The "64" 1s in the same ink as the New York postmark,
as mwy quartz lamp demonsirates and dmasmuch as the "Crown
Registered" is a British marking, the lalter was applied over
the "65%." Any visual indication to the contrary is an optical
illusion, in my opinion., ®he stamps are fron Plate One, the
only plate of the 1l2¢ that was in use at the time. Burely stamnps
were used to pay the raite and surely two staups were used, hence
they had to be 12¢ from Plate One, The siaups do not snow any
evidence that they were removed and replaced on the cover, in
fact, there is rather definite evidenece that They have not been
disturbed,

I exanined this cover very carefully under my quartz
lamp and under my binoecular microscope because I wanted to De sure.
I alse nade a negative thru a green filter. Perhaps 1t will bring
out the faint red brown "5%." " In addaition I made an exposure (F 128)
under my quartz lamp (one hour 15 ninutes)s One can never tell how
such a negative will turn out, but it might bring up the "53" very
plain,

Don you are doing a fine piece of work on "Reglstered Mail"
and it 18 always a pleasure for me tolend you any assistance in ny
power, In fact, it is a privilege, so under such cilrcunstances I
would never think of charging you a fee, Thanks a million for your
kindness in sending the check which I roturn herewith,

I think this is & very wonderful cover and I was delighted
to see it. Whether my negatives turn out good or bad, I will at
least send vou sompe prints,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



May 27, 1950,

Mr. Don MacGregor
2126 Gran River Ave, ,

Dear Don:

Here is a letter from Arthur Plerce regar
Ethel Harper's opinion of your "53" marking, I doubt
she could have done wWorse.

I sent my good friénd laurice Blake a phbbo-
print to see if I could stump him but he came right up
with the correct answer,

Do you correspond with Elliott Perry? If so, why
not send him a photo-print and ask him if he can explain 1t?
Offer to pay him a fee (I will reimburse you) and make out
lige you don't know the answer. He is such a big-know-it-
all, .

My regards -
Cordially yours,



May 26, 1950«

B

B yp, Avthur Plerce,

. 7 Reobson Lowe, Inc.,

; 228 54 Fif'teenth Stu'

d - Philadelphia 5, Pa,

Dear Hr; Pierce:
| Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 24the.

Here is the explanation of the "53" marking on the
_Reglstered rate cover fron "West Union, lowa", (Auge 11, 1859)
3 thru Hew Yerk to Secotland,

This letter went thru the "Foreign Exehanﬁo" office of
tho New York Tost 0ffige and it was there that the "53" was ape
plied, This was evidently done with two stampers, a "8" and one
with "§s" It represented a erodit to the British Post 0fficeé Dept.
of 5§ cents, U. S. curreney, whis letter was ferwarded by en
Amerdenn Packet (ueaning at the expense of Lthe UeSse Pe0eDs ) and
the British share of the gingle £4¢ ralte was 3/ (UsS.87.)s The .
247 rate wos as follows:

5:.{ U.S.'
164 Sea

The Ue S« reglstration fee 2t that tlue on mall to GeB.
was 8¢, and such fees were equally divided between the two countries.
Incldentally the registored fee was a fee payable by the sender in
cagsh, not in stamps, Hence When the sender regilstered the letter at
origin, he paid a fee in cash of 57, Thus the credit to the British
PeOsDe was 3¢ plus oaf or Suds

Additlonal artlieles to the U.S.=British Postal Treaty of
1848 were signed ut Washingbon on March 20, 1856 and at Londen on
s Aprdl 9th, 1856. These articles provided for the regiitration of
@F letters exchanged beiveen the two countries. iiach country had the
right %o fix the amount of the registration fee, and the fee collected
was to be equally divided, :

In all my experience I have seen very few registered covers
(prior to 1860) from the U.S, to G.Bs. and this particular cover is the
only one that I have ever seen with the ggggathandhtamped.

Perhaps Miss Marper would like to retain the enclesed
photograph,




-

#Rs Mr. Artlmr Pilerce, May 26, 1950.

I doubt if more than a dogen advanced collectors in
this country could explain the meaning of that "Sie "

With kindest regards -

Cordially yours,

A



%oémn .Eowe, Ire.

Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers

GOVERNING DIRECTOR

ROBSON LOWE LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA o5
AMERICAN DIRECTOR 225 S. FIFTEENTH 5T. TELEPHONE:
ARTHUR PIERCE PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. KINGSLEY 5-4324
June 5, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbroock
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
Many thanks for your letter containing your explanation

of the cover.
I know Ethel will be glad to see it, and I will show it

to her when she comes over.
Sincerely, @

erce Managing Director
ROBSON I._.OWE INC.

Thanks and best wishes,

AP/me




GEORGE W. LINN HAZEL L. MORGAN
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CLINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS

PRODUCERS OF

LINN PHILATELIC PRODUGTS

PUBLISHERS OF

B
IN ONE PENNY

119-121 EAST COURT STREET

Sidney, Ohio, U.S.A. aprin 3, 1950

A}
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thomas, Kye.

Dear Stanley:-

First let me say AMEN to the decision of the PF on letting you in
on their secrets, I can quite agree with you that they are not floing the
right thing in this matter for I believe that you have been known and
recognized as one of the omtstanding students of early U. S. issuese.

Is there another man on their Committee who bears a reputation in this
field to match yours?

As for the Cole cover. This certainly could not have been used for
a lc rate as you point oute In the first place you say the letter was
sealed{ That leaves it out. If cut for a bisect for lec why would they
make 2/3 of the stamp do the duty when one third would have been propers
The bisect if it is such might have been for a 2¢ rate but certainly not for
a 3c rate. If it was intended for a oc rate why cut it 2/3 size, why in the
hell did the fellow not sticlk the whole stamp on it and let it go at that
for he certainly did not save the other piece and use it for one cent on
another letter, Then if cut why was it not cut straight rather than in
the wiggly shape it ise. Who would cut a line that crooked wibh a pair
of shears. -

Amother matter you call attention to is the merk in center of circle.
That of course would show up better on the original than on the Photo. Was
the mark the color of the cancel. Wouldn't photography show it up in some
manner that would be helpful.

Then there is a point I see which you have not mentioned and that is
the Baltimore date stamp in circle i1s different than on the cover you have
sent me, It is a much smaller size one than on your cover, The SEP and JUL
are the same type, but the figures 5 and 8 are a different font of type, one
being a couple MM higher than the other., Maybe those points checked
with other cancels will show somethinge I believe I have a number of
Baltimore Stampless and intend to check them tonight and see just what they
show if I find I have then. Just noted that the photo attached to your
photo of Certificate is not actual size as the stamp is smaller, so that
probably accounts for the above differences. Sort of misled me till I
checked. Yet however if the figures 5 and 8 are different on these piedes,
why do the SEP and JUL megsure the same, This indicated that the SEP must
be taller than the JUL., This would seem to indicate that there were two
fonts of type for these months and figures and that the 8 in your cover
should belong with the~SEP as it would be about the same height. While the
JUL on your cover belongs with the 5 in the photo. Also is it not a fact
both of these markings are on one cancel stamp or are they. If both on one

stamp distance apart could be checked. It is hard to compare photos with
real thingse

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS
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l'l9 121 EAST COURT STREET

Sidney, Ohio, U.S.A.

Personally I think the PF are expecting too much from you and
not playing fair for certainly they should not object to getting the best
opinion based on all the knowledge they can finde.

Why not tryid¢ being hi-hat with them on some requests that they
might make of youe It can work both wayse

When anyone thinks they know it all and that no one else has a right
to question their opinion, then that someone is just silly for there is
always a possibility that they can be wronge.

Never mind bothering Kershner about those other photos. He has
probably been given hell by the P. F. for letting you have a set
and is stalling about sending out another set. It makes no difference,

Have you seen the catalogs of the Schenck material. The second one
has his British in it and some nice material. The next one is to be U. S.
and we will see what Harmer does with the Portsmouth cover. I am all
on needles and pins to see if they include it and what they say when they
doe One thing is certain. If it brings a good price I will let mine go
if someone wants to take a flyer, but it will not go at any measly figure.
I do not need a couple hundred and such money would not tempt me to sell.
I will either get a Postmaster Provisional price for it or keep it.

Will let you hear if I have any Baltomore stampless with

any similar cacels on them.
Cprdially, -
Jkij ASANY

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CORPORATION AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35TH# STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

e

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the enclosed..United.States.

submitted by
of which a photograph is attached ..on..the.reversea.--=
and are of the opinion that ¥¥%¥X._the cancellatlon

As.genuine. . momssnsnsssnnsnsoansanranTarsasare ==

For The Expert Committee
C/mtrman
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March 25, 1950,

Oakland, Calif,
Dear Ldgari

Ur. Ddgar B. J -
1475 Powoﬁagg:, : #L/ 5'&/

i I am returning heérewith your

% (MER2, also the single 1¢f 1851,
(6R1L)e And with them I am ineludfng two photo prints (my com=
pliments) and also a superb 12¢ 183% with a magenta cancel which
I thought you would like to acquires This 0 copy is not
mine but placed in my hands to sell @ {{45.,00.

Re - the photo of the 10/ 1857, This is a photo by my
quartz lamp - exposure one and a half hours, It was an attempt
to bring out very plain the cog and "10" on the stamp, I had a
photo of this cover but only half of it, s0 I made a new one at a
reduced size, This cover is wonderful, It is "0ld Stamps Not
Reéognized"” = Due 104 = I have 1% riled under the 8.,F, section of
"0sSellsRe™ in my files,s The only other cover in this class (S.F,)
tha avé seen is the 3¢ 1857 cover that is in the Admiral Harris
collection, Your cover and my single off eover are the only 10¢
1857 that I have ever seen with tho "gog." When I wrote you, I
forgot about your cover because I ha £iled under "0.8.M.R." I
neglected to put a notation of it in my file of "B.F,"

I have to do a lot of cross filing and due to the lack of spare
time I frequently fall to make notatlona, ¥Yes, this cover 1ls a honey -
no doubt fdbout that « in faect, the sort of thing that we both like
very mach, Perhaps Dr. Polland would like a print - If so, send him
thies one and I will send you another, Impress upén him how very une
usual this is - how rare - and how very desireblé, It is an item like
this that develops & real collector like Polland, I think that he has
the makings of an unusual collector « a real students One of his
class is worth 10,000 of the space filling class, I am so glad that
you are friendly with him because he can learn so much from you. We
need colloctors of his type to carry on,

As per yours of th
104 1857 cover of 8,F, Mar, 1§

Re = the Polland 17 '57 cover with square grid, Yes, wheré
was it mailed? I wish I knew, Inasmuch as I never heard of %he use
of a square grid at S,F, I was amagzed to see it, Dut I have seen
very, very few printed cireulars to California addresses from 8.F.
80 I surmised that such a killer might have been used there. I cone
gidered the possibility that a large amount of eireulars could hawe
been printed in New York anl mailed there bubt I never saw a late use
at New York of this grides An 1852 use there would be late,

Sacramento Ear:l.% Postmark, Nathan did not send me his S,L,
cover of Oct, ut & photostat. It 1ls addressed to Covigton,
Kye. No doubt you have seen it or have a print, Re - my record

Auge 7, 1849, It 1s a mamuscript as follows - folded letter

SACREMENTO CITY = AUG 7 - 40
Rosdings G
o 7OVe
will Co
Illinois >




#2 :
Mr. Ddgar B. Jessup, March 25, 1950,

Way back in 1955, someone sent some covoers with the letters
enclosed (or folded letters) to Fennel, as Editor of the A.P. = not
for sale but to look ats I have no idea who owned them. My record
shows that there wore fowr covérs in the lot. The Sac City letter
was dated inside July 50, 1849, They were from a man on his way
across the plains to the gold flelds, One was Marysville Apr, 29, 185l.,=

~another New Orleans (date?) - a&nother into St. Louls with a pencil

date on face of Apr, 12 - 1849, I only have one print of the Sae., City.
If you would like to see 1t I will loan 1t to you.

Polland 90¢ %61 on piece, Since my last letter, I found the
large photos made but have not been able to find any notes that

. I made regarding my opinion of it. Is it yowr recollection that I

thought someone removed a 3¢ 1861 and substituted the 9047 You per=
haps recall the way that Tirmile consideéeréd fakes that were vory clever,
It was this - "as long as they look 0,K. what's the difference?” Per-
haps the Polland item is 0,K. = Perhaps my analysis in 1943 was in
error, He sent it to me after he acquired it and I advised him that
I questioned 1t some years ago but no doubt it was genuine, If you
locate my lotter vegarding it I would like to see 1t,

' Sslle Double-cirele Postmark, Your cover with SEP 19 is
still the earllest known in my records. Incidentally m'"‘m_ﬂve a vo .
poor photo of this cover, Will you please send the cover to me go that
I can make a new negative?

Re = the latest known use = Sam Richey had a cover with three
10/ 1869 stamps from Shanghai, Cina « MAY 12, It had a S,F, pem, of
JUN 15 = no year on tho cover, It is possible that the use wag actually
caugse I doubt if any supplies of the 1869 stanps were on hand
in China as early as May 12, 1869, If so, then supplies wére sent there
ag soon ag the stamps were iasued - (around April 1, 1869),

S,F, c;g - My earliest 1s your Patriotie of Dec, 27: 1861,
and the lates Sepe 16, 1867, though I feel rather sure e
type was used much later, Don! £ you? Incidentally in a sale of the

‘same Merewry Stamp Co. in June 19435 there was an off cover copy of a
90¢ 1867 grill with a cog cancel, The grill night have been a fake,

Touw stated in your letter that you wore enclosing a "news
iten" but you failed to do so,

Oné Cent Book. "I don't know what the last brought at auetion,
O . 00, VWhonever a dealer ggts a palr they ask 3
$40,00 to 50,00, have a palr that belengs Will Aull that he cut.
I can sell it under N.Y. prices - whatever they are. The Chase 3¢ 1851 =
original edition is a slow sale = I have a duplicate copy for sale,
If you want to send your copy to me plus the One Cent pair I'1l insert
an ad in "Stamps,"

I was pleased to learn in your last letter that you had a
letter from Hugh Clark, Several days later I received a long letter
from him, He stated he was mch better and had purchased a big lot of
covers from Gordon Harmer and was having a grand time,s I sure would
like to see hin,

You probably meant that Hugh has 500 different Patriotics «



#3e :
Mr, Edgar B. Jessup, March 25, 19850,

His collection must surely contain many thousands, I started hin
to collect them way back about 1917, :

Walter Born - Give the Borns our kindest regards. Very
sorry to hear that he is not in top health.

New York Ocean Mall =- marking with the small grid, Our
earliest of record (Dlake & JeBeA.) to California - is Mar, 6, 1854 -
a cover to Sacramento - the latest 18 your b¢ LBCL Buff Dlock - 1s
this the data you wanted?

Later

Very seldom, if ever, am I able to find something I mis-
placed. But here is an exception - In my box on S,F, cogs = a lot of
photographs - tracings - ete - ete = way down at the bottom of the
box -« I found the copies of some letters I wrote you in August 1943
relative to the work I was doing at that time on the S.F, cogs and
double=circle postmarks,

It seems that the 90¢ on plece first came up in a sale by
the Meréury Stamp Co. on June 17=18, 1943, 1t wag purchased by Souren
for £50,00, In the same sale there was a 907 1867 grill - single off
cover, I mentioned this above, Here is a portion of my letter to you,
dated Aug. 8, 1943: ,

? "Now for your letter. FPirst the 90¢ 1861 on plece with the
coge I didn't know who bought the 90¢ 1867 grill copy so when I wrote’
Sairen several weeks ago I only roquested that he send me the 907 1861,
This he did and the item arrived last Tuesday, I examined it very
carefully and nmade soveral photographs. I delayed writing you on this
x;:.atter because I hoped to send prints to you with the letter regarding

te '
One thing is sure, 1f that cog i1s genulne, then its type 1s new to me.
I never saw a S,F, cog like that one, by which I mean, I have no record
of a cog on this plece of cover, The postmark itself is genuine I am’
qulte sure, because it has defects which are common to other examples,
I have, I think we were wrong in assuming that there were only three
types of the coge I think our Type IXII is 0,K, but I think there is some
confusion about Types I and II, All that we supposed belonged in these
two types may belong in three and maybe four typese I think we are
especilally wrong on the Type I.

All of the above has nothing to do with the Souren item, It is unlike
any type I have on record, I don't know whether it is genuine or not.
No evidence that I could see disclosed any rfaking, e item 1s
genuine then the 'cog!' is surely a type that was not used on the low
values of the 1851-66 issues,
The stamp itselfl was gorgeous, perfectly centéred, the paper fresh and
white, the color superb, the engraving superb, The color was especlally
attractive, It 1s a pale soft blue, in fact, sort of a velvet shade,
very warm and softs “And one more word - If the item 1s genuine it is
worth fron $150 to $200, I asked Souren if it was for sale and his .
reply was to the effect that he bought the item for'his own ecollection
and did not care to part with it for less than $250, By Jove I am
almost inclined to bellieve 1t is worth such a price provided 1t is
gennin.’.




4
Ur, Hdgar B, Jessup, March 25, 1950.

"TPo show what a lot of dubs there are in New York, they let Souren have
this item for {50, Of course, no one suspected it might not be 0.K.

One would have to know the cog types to suspeet such a thing,

I returned the item to Souren and merely told him that the cog type

on this item was new to me, hence I was delighted to see the item, I
asked him to check it carefully and to refer the natter to Teddy and

to tell Teddy that I would like to see an exact duplicate of this ¢

if he could show one to me, I also called his attention to the fact that
a 'cog! on an 1867 grill was wnknown to me, and asked him to check with
Teddy on this point, No doubt the tcog' was uine but the grill was a
fake, If Souren bought this item maybe he will send it on later, Itll
keep you advised,

Cole'sat in on this sale and let this item go to Souren for {50, yet if
the thing is genuine it is the most beautiful 907 1861 that I have seen
in many a day,"

Attached to the ahove is your reply dated Aug, 1l2th, but you
made no mention of the 907 161 piéce, Incidentally I may send Dr,
Polland a copy of the above quote,

Under date of Aug, 28th, 1943 I again referred to the 904 on
plece as follows: ,

"Again re - that Mereury item, the 904 on pilece. I have the poste
mark listed as Type 'A,' {(see photo here) but I have no other record of
a strike quite like this one, Do vou suppose it 1s a fake? I believe
that the f'PFeb, 28, 1862,' alongside of it is the same type but I am not
sure, The letters seem to line up but I am not sure."

Under date of Sep. 2nd, 19435 you wrote:
"The Soursn piece is a puzzle to me," '

] I have a vague recollection that this 907 on plece came up
again in a sale along about 1946 or 1947 but I may be mistaken on that, I
have no record in my card files of much a sale, Back in 1943 I seemed to
be rather suspieious of that 90¢ on plece but I evidently wasn't sure
whether it was good or bad, And further, it was that item that started
me on my study of the S.,F, cogse I continued the study for several
months - issued a Research Bulletin - did not receive any co=operation
from anyone but you = got busy on other things and wmewer veswaed the study,
If you and I had any correspondence later on about the Mercury item I
have no memo of same or any recollection,

With regards -

Yours etc.,
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April 11, 1950,

Edgewood &5, R.I.
Dear Mr, Jaeger: H =

I am in receipt of yours of the 8th with the four covers
which I an returning herewith, Here are some comments:

. .
u Mr. Bugene Jaeger, i
54 Sumner Ave. X
! S ee:P "7 o ‘*D D

Cover to Prussia. I am well acquainted with Mr, CGuenther
and I located for him a stampless cover a few weeks ago with the
@ "England - Bremen makking., He wanted such an item because he has a

1 on a piece of cover and tied by such a marking., I have
nunerous examples of the "America - Bremen" marking and advised him
regarding same but it was the "lngland" type that he was trying to
locate,

I do not think the "America" is scarce. Your cover is
quite nice, It evidently originated on the Pacific side and was
carried privately to New York by a VWells Fargo messenger and malled
there, You will note that the rate was paid only to Bremen, The
e to Prussia via Bremen was 1l5¢. You are quite right about the
nd" marking, that is, on mail from the U. 8. I don't know
e mark should he scarce én mail W' because a lot
1ish mail surely went to Bremen and port to other
destinations in the German States, Likewise I have no idea what the
"4" meant in the "England" type.

Cover to Italy. The stamp is surely not an 0.B, and nmy
6) guess is that the use was Dec. 1854 or pdssibly 1853, At any rate
the 3¢ payment did not pay anything and the letter was forwarded under
tle British Treaty as unpaild. No doubt thm Boston., It is strange
there 1s no 5¢ debit to E?'{e British P.0. as there should have been,

Cover Havana to Paris, It is my guess that this went
from Havana to New Orlieans whore the "Steamship 10" was applied,

@ thence to New York where the encircled "LQ0" was applied. The French
due shows "12 decimes" was due in France and that the U,S5, was en=-
titled to 104 and the debit was to England rather than to France.

In other words, our interest in this letter was the collection of the
10/ Steamship rate, and not any portion of the rate to France.

"Ship 12" = We have very little evidence here to go on,
excogt the year use of 1846 - the origin in Hawaii (?) - the "Vera
@ Cruz" and the Philadelphia "Ship" and "12," There was no
"Pehuantepec Route" in 1846 but it 1s quite possible that this letter
was Eﬁﬁe& at a racific Port of Hexico carried overland to Vera Cruz




#2, Mr, Bugene Jaeger, April 11, 1950.

with the Mexican postage prepaid, At Vera Cruz it was put aboard
ghip for the U, 8, and landed at Philadelphia, I have little
doubt that much better time was made by that route than around

the Torn,
These four covers are very interesting c~tudies.

With regards -
Sincerely yours,
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April 18, 1950,

lr, Dagene Jaeger,
34 Summer Ave,
‘Tagewoed (5) Rul.

Dear Mr. Jaegers

Yours of the 15%h received and I was
very mach interested In yvour comnents. T am
fnclined to believe that your analysis 1s commect
as per the 1852 P.La & Re = gee my One Cent Bovk,
Vol. 2, papge 324. =~ viz - "Naples =« Eingdom of =
Via Harseilles" - The prepayment of 5¢ was rg-
guired on such mell via that roubing. f

In the case of your cover, I Jwige that
they permiited the leiter to be forwarded in spite
of the fact the paynent was 2¢ short, '

Yos, "foreign rates" dre indeed complie
cated and no msbter how much one has studled then,
there is always somethling nevw to learn.

- fhenever a problenm presents itseélf to you,
I111 be glad to bry and assisbs In that way we both
can profit. ;

Sincerely yours,
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March 25, 1950,

Ur. Barl sntrin,
. 516 HOlly n.t-’
Nampa, Tdahoe

Dear Earl:

Re « your Adfams cover with 10/ Nashviile
addressed to Dr, Leavengorth of Petersburg, Ve.
Dietz sent me & phof® of this cover back in
2 and I made a rough sketeh of it, T would like
eplace 1t with an actual photo print. Would
mind sending the cover to me so that I can got
good record of 1t?

How do you explain the "10" which is
handgtamped on face? Did you acquire that by private
gsource or was it in a sale? T do not soem to have
any record of it at suctilon, I have a mewmo "Needham,"
so I supposé Dietz borrowed 1t from leedham and made
a photoatat, I have seen other covers.to Dr. Leaven-
worth, Do you know anything about that correspondence?

With bost wighes «

Cordially yours,

Ae



Harch £5, 1950,

Mre. L. Lo Shenfield
Fmpire State ﬁldg.,
New Yorlk lj N.Y.

Deawr Larrf:

3 Thanks for a lock at the protostat vhich I return ¢
herewith, I find that T had a redord of this but not a photegraph,
Back in Feb, 1942 Gus Dietz asent me a photo mrint and I mode a
rough sketeh of it., It was mirked "Kelleher sover,"

- Do you know snybaing about the "Rev, 0,J.Leavenworth"
govers? Also do you know whers Intrim got this cover? I have a
faint recollection that he wrote me that he had sequired a 10¢
Nashville on cover, i g

- I have no wemo on the sketch I made nor do I remember
anythiing about Dictz sendifig the photo to me. That "10" on the
cover does look susplciong, On vour photostalt it is marked sreen -
on the Distz print, no mentlon was nade of the color,  Here 1s my
analysis «

Piest « I believe tha cover is gemuine provided there is
not a "PAIDT under the stamp. 3Jecond = I think the "10" was applied
at Petersburg., It looks 1like o type used at that office, You surely
have examples on H,5.P.'8, Third « I guppose the cover could have
been over a half an ounce = With the 107 stemp paving the & ounse rate
with an extra rate due at Petersburg, Opposed to this theory 1s the
supposition that tho Adanms 0ffice at Lonisviilée didn't notice it was
a double rate because of the '3/ U. 8. envelope, Adams at Nashville
supposed Louisville was correct so rated 4t as a single rate., It was
sarried to Petersburg by Adams - not by the C.S.A. mail - hence en-

- tered the C.8.A, mail for the first time at Petersburg where it was
.founhd to be a double and was rated with the "10" as 10/ due « One
wonders why the Petérsburg Office did not apply a pestmark? They
should have done 80

‘ The absence o a Neshville p,ms lndiecates that 1t was not
placed in the mall at Nashville « How can we account Lor the absence
of a Petersburg postmark? Did the Adams 0Oflice teke the letter to
the P.0. there? Did that office note it was short paid 10472 Because
of that did they rate it as a double and did Adams pay the extra dime?
If so, why didn't the P,0, stamp "PAIDZ"

I would like to examine the cover and see 1f there iz a
"Pald" under the stamp., You will recall that the Adaus OfTfice used
a handsteamp "Postage Pald," They used that stamper before the



#2+ Mr. L. L. Shenfield, Mareh 25, 1950,

Nashville stamps were ready, All things considered, I think the
cover is gemuine - that ik was a double rats and Petersburg discovered
this and marked 1t "10" and this was collected from the addressee.

I will write Rarl to'send the cover to me. I will also
request him to explain the "1l0," I doubt if he will be able to do so.
Somevhere in the baek of my head I have a recollection that he wrote
me he paid 700 for the cever, Do you know? ,

Brooks paid 8am $1000 for & simllar cover - see my little
Confed booklet -'I think I sold it for the same amount - maybe
1200 = or 1250, Don't reesll,

I trust you have Mully recovered.
Best wlshes -~

Cordially yours,



#2. M.r. L. Lis Shent.ield’ Marﬁh 25' 1950.

Nashville stanps were readye. All things considered, I think the
cover is gemuine =~ that it was a double rats and Pe&orsbur discovered
this and marked i1t "10" and this was collected from the addressee.

I will write Rarl to'send the cover to me. I will also
request him to explain the "10," I doubt if he will be able to do so.
Somewhere in the back of my head I have a recollection that he wrote
me he paid 8700 for the cever. Do you know? “

Brooks pald Sam $1000 for a sinilar cover - gee my little
Confed booklet -'I think I sold it for the same amount =~ maybe
$1200 - or {1250, Don't recsall,

I trust you have Tully recovereds

Best wishos -

Cordially youra,
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April the fifth
19 50

Dear Stan:

Thank you for yours of the 3lst with the dope on
Antrim's Naghville cover. You can see why I started the
question on the cover because coming from Needham, as I
have written you before, I was a little suspicious. I
never had a chance to examine it very closely but I do
know the stamp is genuine.

Of course part of the cancel could have been paint-
ed in but if so, the original impression should show under
the stamp unless it had just been strengthened by some ex-
tra painting on the stamp. The rate on the cover is a little.
confusing and leads me to believe that it probably had a 10¢
Nashville on it in view of the absence of the Paid 10 of
Naghville or any express marking indicating the payment like
the postage paid that we know of.

What could have been done is a damaged stamp removed
and a good one supplied and the cancel painted in. On one
other 10¢ Nashville cover in the Needham lot, Needham had
written "repaired® next to the stamp so at least he was honest
on that one. Yes, I believe the magenta pen "2" indicates the
double rate, especially with the Pekersburg 10 slapped over it.

I do not have a catalog of the Harmer Rooke Sale in
which the cover was sold but it was in a sale following the
big sale of the Needham Confederates. And it was shoved in along with
some hang-overs that Costales had tried to sell, including this
10¢ Nashville cover.

I will be very careful and probably won't do anything
because I mistrust Needham so campletely.

Best regards,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook (://\

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue

Ft. Thomas, Kentucky ‘







Apl"il 12. 1950,

\

Mre Js G. Pleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jatk:
Yours of the 9th received.

Re = the 1¢ 1851 cover (V.S5. of 3)s A strong glass shows
definite signs of pen removal -~ tears and creases - repaired, etc.
Whether the postmark is gemuine I do not know as there isn't much

of it to judge by. I suppose 1t is immaterial whether it is or is
not as the pen removal and attempted repalr makes the itém valueless,
While I did not plate the strip I am quite swre 1t is from Plate 2,
(no use wasting time to plate it)e. A Plate 2 item could come in
this pale blue sghade but the chances are the acid affected the

© original color, My quartz lamp shows the pen removed lines very
plain and the center stamp shows pen marks that look like Feby or
Feb with faint day flgures. I suppose it is possible that the strip
was badly creased and torn before it was put on the cover - that

it was postmarked as we see 1t and also pencanceleds, I think I can
make a good photograph of this by quartz lamp, so I am holding it
over until I can mske a fow experimmmtal negaﬁivos and cdevelope then.

We were both glad to receive word about the girls, Joan
deserves a lot of ecredit for her work at M,I.T. =« A student, es=-
pecially a girl - has to be good te stay down there, MNore power to
her for her determination,

Stan Jr. 1s going "steady” with his 1little blond but it
is only puppy love and won't last. A youngster his age should look
the fleld over very carefully before he decides to get sericus, I
think he would like to stop by and take Jackle out to dinner some
night but fears to do so because that might be construed as untrue
to his glrl% riend. A damn lot of foolishness if you ask me,

Jack, I do hope you make the trip to London but I doubt if
you will find much U, S, in the Show. I am enclosing copy of a
- letter I recelived la st month and which I was requested to keep con=-
fidential until Apr., 15th, Please return. If you see Harold, Charlie
or Hutch you might tell them about this, The D.P,3. will now have
a member enrolled on the British Roll of D.P,'s (not displaced per-
sons or dependent people).

Give Miss Rene our love and tell her to drop in on us at
anytime - the latch-string is always out to that little girl,



2, Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein, April 12, 1960,

I note I overlooked the answer to your query - Could I
make the trip to London? The answer is "no" but with no regrets.
I enclosed this copy so that you could see that I would }sve an
excellent excuse.

I will return the cover in the next few days.

Yours etcC.,

Later

T.S.=-=After examining the red postmark on the cover under the bineocular
microscope, it looks very much like a paint job, but there was an
office by the name of "Cook'!s Store" in Appling County.

Se
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April 10, 1950

Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I have your letter of April 8th together with contents and I
immediately dispatched today your friends order by airmail to
Mons, Jean and I should get the "stamps" within the next ten
days. I hope your friend gets his money back and I don't see
why he can't when the dealer is confronted with the actual proof,

I am sorry Stan, but I don't have a copy of Mons. Jean's 5¢
New York. As to the B.N.A. (Newfoundland) reproductions which
Mons. Jean has for sale, they are as follows:

1857 - Scott #4 - LP Vermillion (used) $15.00

#71 - 63P " " $12.00
#9 -1 SH, " " $18,00
#9 = 1 SH. " (unused) $35.00
1860 - #12 - 4P Orange (used) ¢ 8.00
#15 - 1 SH, " L $25.00

Allow the same, $1,00 for postage and $5.00 for my fee.

If your friend cares for any of the above items let me know and I
will be happy to accommodate him,

Best regards to you Stan.

d1a11 yours, ;jz%z:r

5 H. T. Z,nsmelster
(

EKR



i "ABOUT TRANS.-MISS. NEWS AND MATL CONDITIONSH
from
"35,000 DAYS IN TEXASY
The history of the Dallas News and its Forebears®
(MaclMillen Co. 1938)

\ As of old, New Orleans continued to be the chief outside source of news.
The twenty-two and one-half hour connection by way of Berwick's Bey had
been disrupted by the water blockade, but New Orleans papers could still
'reach Houston within four days. This was made possible by the recently
completed Texas & New Orleans Railroad extending from Houston to Beaumont.
There remained only a two-dey gap by stage between Beaumont and the western
terminus of the New Orleans and Opelousas Railroad. But New Orleans was
soon to be isolated from Texas, for the same papers which told of the Battle
of Shiloh in April, with its depressing report of the death of General
Albert Sidney Johnston, also gave the alarming news that Federal gunboats
had run past the lower Mississippi forts and were even then threatening
the imminent capture of the city. This was, in truth, bringing the war

close to home. THE NEWS called for conscription in Texas.

| 'q*%'sz - The Picayune and other papers arriving in Houston on May 6, 1862, conf
firmed the fall of New Orleans before the gunboats of David Farragut,
flag officer of the Western Gulf Squadron. THE NEWS wailed over this
surrender of "the First City of the Confederacy"; it was a calamity affect-
ing the people of Texas most seriously "because of our proximity to New
Orleans, our long continued intercourse with that city and our dependence
upon it for much of our trade and all of our intelligence from the seat of
war and from all parts of the world." Richardson pondered in public about
the receipt of fufure news. "How it will come, we cannot foresee. All we
can say is that we shall give our readers all that can be had from whatso-

ever quarter it may come."

* * *



'\:)u‘, 303

Fortunately, two main river crossings above New Orleans remained for a
year more in Confederate hands —- Vicksburg and Natchez. As yet there
was no telegraph connecting Texas with any other state. But, by two
overland rail-and-stage lines, communication was promptly set up with
these river gateways. The first led from Houston, by way of Shreveport,
to Vicksburg. Thirty-five miles of the route, or from Houston to Navasota,
could be traveled in the cars of the Houston & Texas Central Railroad.
The second, more southerly route, lay across Texas to Beaumont and the
Louisiena border, thence northeastward to Alexandria and Natchez. Here,
again, the first leg from Houston was by train as far as Beaumont. Thus
by the middle of 1862 these two channels were furnishing, "By the Central
Train" and "By the Beaumont Train," enough information to justify the
NEWS and the Telegraph in issuing morning and evening editions of their
tri-weekly editions end a mounting number of extras. This news —— true

as well as false — was always from seven to fourteen days old.

Soon, however, the effect of the fall of Vicksburg began to be felt harsh-
ly in Texas. Regular mail service became impossible, despite the best
efforts of the Postmaster General, a Texan himself, John H. Reagan of
Palestine. Newspaper readers, on the other hand, were demanding more and
fresher news from the distant war centers. Printing supplies were getting
lower. In the midst of these perplexities, David Richardson without
warning announced dissolution of the old partnership in THE NEWS and
claimed full ownership for himself of THE TEXAS ALMANAC. Terming this
act "an unparalleled audacity," Willard Richardson denounced it from

Houston, with the result that no regular TEXAS ALMANAC was issued during



Oct(L) 1903

the remainder of the war. The dissolved partners were also to remain

enemies for the next four years.

In these circumstances, the editor of THE NEWS felt he could only congrat-
ulate his rival when Cushing of the Telegraph announced that he had com-
pleted arrangements for a Pony Express to expedite the receipt of news
from east of the Mississippi. Richardson was indignant, however, when it
was disclosed that Confederate military authorities rather than Cushing
were subsidizing the Pony Express, together with a telegraph line which
had just been strung from Houston to Beaumont. Flake in Galveston joined
Richardson in disputing Cushingfs exclusive right to dispatches through
this new service. A row in thelgrand manner ensued and was settled only
after the military agreed that all papers should have equal access to such
information. The authorities also improved communication with headquarters
of the Trans-lMississippi department at Shreveport by a through telegraph
line early in 1864. Still no wire connections ﬁere made east of Shreveport
or Beaumont during the war, so that word of the closing events of the

great conflict reached Texas from one to two weeks after they had happened.

The staff of THE NEWS grew in the latter part of the war. A business and
news office was opened at Shreveport with Dr. M. Estes in charge. L.XK.
Preston did more work as correspondent than as traveling agent and W.P.

Doran served as war correspondent on the Texas fronts, particularly along

the southwestern coast, where the Federals had been able to lodge themselves
in footholds at Indianola, Corpus Christi and in the border section around
Brommsville. General N.P. Banks had captured the latter city for the purpose
of stopping trade across the Rio Grande between Texas and Mexico. His border

Ae

blockade became increasingly effective. Adding to the shortage of supplies



was the relentless inflation of Confederate currency. The most acute short-
age of newsprint occurred in 1863. Richardson, for a time, was forced to
reduce THE NEWS to the size of a dodger and to print it on yellow, straw
wrapping paper. Subscription rates soared to as high as $48 a year,
Confederate currency. There was also a period in which butter, eggs, poultry
and other produce were accepted in barter. But in May, 1864, both Richardson
and Cushing were forced to ask specie payment, the subscription price being

$8 a year, gold.

¥* ¥* *

On April 2, 1865, while the eyes of Te}éas were focused on the campaigns

to the east, militery authorities at Houston handed THE NE&S and the
Telegraph transcripts of important conversations held closer home. These
were discussions begun March 11 at Point Isabel between Major General Lew
Wallace, sent to Texas on a warship by General Grant, and Confederate officers
on the Mexican border. The future author of "Ben Hur" had proposed that
the whole Trans-lississippi Department give up the contest. Wallace had
made the offer as attractive as possible to Texans by urging that Confeder-
ate and Union forces unite and cross into Mexico, join the Juarez faction
to expel the French troops, depose Meximilian, and thus preserve the Monroe
Doctrine. Although the Confederates refused the offer and made the conver-—
sations public in an effort to bolster morale, a virtual armistice resulted
between the opposing forces on the border. This lasted, with one notable

exception, until the close of the war.

re




So earnest was Richardson in his desire to uphold the morale of his
readers that he persuaded even himself there was yet hope for the Con-
federacy. Thus, when the last big story of the war, Lee's surrender

to Grant on April 9, reached Houston nine days later, he refused either

to believe it or to publish it. Less conservative but professing equal
skepticism, Cushing at once issued an extra of the Telegraph. The lat-"
' ter warned his readers that it was based on "Yankee sensation dispatches®
seeping into Texas from New Orleans. The next day Richardson commented

on these same dispatches in which "The downfall of the rebellion is for uhe

hundredth time pronounced certain."

But two days later, on April 21, the twelve-day old catastrophe at
Appomattox was confirmed by wire from General Kirby Smith at Shreveport.
It was doleful intelligence to be received in Texas on this the twenty-
ninth anniversary of the great Texan victory at San Jacinto. Detailing
the capitulation of Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia, Smith pleaded
with the Army of the Trans-Mississippi to "stand by your colors; maintain
. your discipline; protract the struggle. You possess the means of long

resisting the enemy."

In the meantime, April 20, 1865, the morale of the Trans-Mississippi De-
partment was cracking. Troops began to get out of hand. The State
government withered away at Austin, despite the inability of THE NEWS
"to believe that a Confederacy of eight millions of freemen, covering a
territory nearlykequal in area to all FEurope, is going to collapse in a

day merely because we have lost one of forty or fifty able commanding



generals." There was talk already of the Reconstruction which Lincoln

had plamned for the Southern States. THE NEWS quoted Nathan Bedford Forrestfs
definition of that plan: "not only destruction; it is degradation and dis—J
grace as well." But, by the twenty-fourth of lay, THE NEWS was forced to
admit that "if our people are not prepared to undergo the dangers and priva-
tions of such a protracted struggle, the sooner we give up, perhaps the

better."

At that moment Confederate authorities at Shreveport, as if in response
to the advice of THE NEWS, were considering the best means of surrendering
this last remaining Department of the Yonfederacy. They ordered Colonel
Ashbel Smith, commander at Galveston, to open negotiations on May 30 with
officers of the blockading squadron offshore. Colonel Smith was received
on shipboard by Edmmd J. Davis, the only Texas Unionist who had reached
the rank of general in the Federal Army. ©Smith and another commissioner

were taken at once to New Orleans to treat with General Phil Sheridan.

But reports of the more bellicose reaction of Kirby Smith, THE NEWNS and
various Texans to Lee's surrender had reached New Orleans ahead of the
peace commissioners. Ashbel Smith found Federal officers preparing to
send an army of 100,000 into Texas and, consequently, much surprised that
this new conquest would not be necessary. The New York Herald on May 27

had explained these plans fully:

The rebel Trans~Mississippi generals — Kirby.Smith, Sterling
Price and Magrpder —- have probably now within call armed forces
of 50,000 to 60,000 men. These forces, largely composed of border

ruffiang, bush-whackers and veteran guerrillas, are among the



most desperate fighters and reckless adventurers of modern times.
They are headed by desperate military and political leaders,

ready for any enterprise that will save them from "submission to
the Yankee government." The great body of the planters of Texas
are possessed of the same implacable spirit. The whole batch of
them, leaders and followers, soldiers and civilians, are in a
state of hot excitement for continued war. The government, accord-

ing to our advices, fully comprehends.

But by now the government comprehended otherwise. Ashbell Smith returned
from New Orleans with the terms of surrender, which were finally rati-
fied on board a gunboat in Galveston Harbor on June 6. The war, so far
as Texas was concerned, was officially over. The next day THE NEWS also

bowed to the verdict:

We have laid down our arms, disbanded our troops and surrendéred
our whole country. Our military having thus given up all means
of self-defense, it would only expose a journalist to ridicule
and contempt to talk any longer of resistance .... By the:terms
of surrender we cease to be free men, and whatever of life,
property and personal security we can now claim are just such

as our rulers may grant us, and no more.

Newspaper sensationalism? Hardly. The curtain would now be raised on

Reconstruction in Texas.

A
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Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers

GOVERNING DIRECTOR

ROBSON LOWE LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA

AMERICAN DIRECTOR 225 S. FIFTEENTH ST. TELEPHONE:
ARTHUR PIERCE PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. KINBSLEY 5-4324

April 24, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

We have a cover scheduled for our May auction, and
Dr. Carroll Chase has suggested that I write to you concern-
ing 4it.

This cover contains a 5¢ 1847 doubly struck with a
red grid, untied, and stated to be a pre-cancel. It is on a
cover with a date-stamp of Tallahassee, With the cover is a
statement in Dr. Chase's handwriting to the effect that it was,
in his opinion, a genuine pre-cancel.

Since the item was "a new one" to me I wrote to Dr. Chase
and just received a letter from him. He is just leaving for
France and thus lacks the time to check up. However, he said
you would know all about the cover and advised me to write to
you concerning it.

I would appreciate any information you can give and if
you wish me to send the cover on to you I'1ll be glad to do so.
Our description mentions the fact that it is accompanied by the
statement of Dr. Chase, but I would like to know all I can about
this item before it is offered for sale.

Your help on this will be much appreciated.

Sincerely y S ,
<::;iﬂ/tit;- <:f§i-*-
Arthur Pi farmtaging Director
LOWE, INC.

AP /mc
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April 23, 1960,

lpr, Arthur Plerce,
285 5, Fifteenth St.,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear iir, Plerce: :

My good friend Dr. Carroll Chase is leaving for France
this week and in his rush to get away did not have time to reply
to yours of recent date regarding a so-called 5/ 1847 covor with
a Tallahassee, Florida postmarks Ne sent me yvour letter and ro-
quested me to write you as I am thoroughly familiar with the
item and the backgr ’

In 1y opinion the item is not a "precancel” and Mardy
has been advised to that effeet, not only by me but perhaps by
otherss I am aware that lardy has a memorandum which ape-

arg to be a notation In the handwriting of Chase, but the Decter

8 no recollection of having written it and assured me some years
ago that even if the memo 1s in his handwriting that it was surely
written many yw ars ago and that if he had any idea at that time
that the cover was a Tallahassee "precancel” that he was entirely
wvrong and entertains no such opinion tolay,.

X I examined the cover very caréfully some yoars ago and
at that time I made photographs of it and also the reputed Chase memo.
In the Fall of 1947 Ilardy attempted to sell this cover thru H,R.Harmer,
Ince of Now York, That firm submitted it to the IExpert Cormitteo of
the Philatelic Foundations The Cormittee sent the cover to me for
exanination and I furnished then with full details, The Committee
issued thelr certiflcate /786 dated Dee, 1, 1947, stating that in
their opinion the cover, was, quote: -
- a genuine pre-cancel”,
{thave a pho%egraph of the ecertificate in case you would like to see
L

I would hesitate to put on paper what’I think of Jim Hardy.
With kindest regards =
Sincerely yours,
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Philatelic Auctioneers and Publishers

GOVERNING DIRECTOR
ROBSON LOWE LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA

AMERICAN DIRECTOR 225 S. FIFTEENTH ST. TELEPHONE:
ARTHUR PIERCE PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. KINGSLEY 5-4324

April 25, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Practically the fastest reply on record is your very
helpful letter of April 23rd-although I did not mail the letter
that you now have received until that same day!

I had grave doubts about this item, which is why I wrote
to Dr. Chase. It was not time to run it through the Foundation
and the owner did not sugegest to me that it had ever been passed
on by the Foundation.

I do not like the entire situation, and I shall yank the
entire item out of the proof. I can quite agree with your
penultimate paragraph. I also have, from the same source, a
cover with a rectangular label "CONCHAS", with a fancy border.
The cover purports to have been mailed in Mexico. I wonder if
you have ever bumped into that one! I ruled that out from the
start, pending evidence as to its status.

I certainly appreciate your having written me because I
think you know we do not wish to offer anything that is not on
the up and up. I particularly resent it, when someone tries
to put a fast one by.

With sincere regards,

Yours truly,

&nm{@q
<T/,Ar%hur‘PIETEET"MﬁﬁEEIﬁg‘Eirector
—--ROBSON LOWE, INC.

i : AP /me



April 27, 1950,

Mr, Arthur Plerce,
Robson Lowe, Inc.,
225 S. Fifteenth St.
Philadelphia 3, §a.

Dear lir. Plerce?
Thanks for yvours of the 25th,

There are some people who are totally devoid of any
principles. People who would cheat, lle and steal, And in
addition, if the opportunity offered, to resort to blackmail,

I have a photograph of a letter that was sent to Dr.
Chase - in which the writer stated that a certain cover with a
57/ 147 that Chase had pronounced in writing was a certain
variety, had been declared otherwlse by the Expert Committee of
the P,F, Under the circumstances would 1t not be to the good
Doctor's interest to buy the cover (at a very high price) in
order to destroy all the evidence, Chase sent the letter to me
and asked my advice. In reply, advised him to tell the black-
mailer to go to hell and do anything he damn well plcased., I
doubt if there i1s anything lower than a blackmailler,

Full photographlc evidence of the above rests in my
files and you or anyone else are welcome to inspect same.

Only trouble can result in the long-run with any
contact with a lousy crook. I am sure you understand,

I regret to state that I do not recall such a cover
("mailed in Mexico") as mentioned., Keeping track of the fake
material that that fellow has handled would require a special
file, ‘

Sincerely yours,
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May 3, 1950,

Mr. M. C. Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, lMass,

Dear Mr. Blake:

Herewith the items as per yours of the 30th, I must
confess that my knowledge is very limited on foreign rates to the
U,8, and rather frequently I turn up covers that puzzle me, If
I do a little guessing on your covers, please bear that fact in
mind,

) Regarding your lio. l. It 1s my opinion that 37¢ was the
,ﬂt&tal amount collected at destination and inasmuch as the letter
: arrived by Cunard Line our share was but 54, The 32¢ was probably
the British debit, I will admit that it was most unusual to add
our share to the British debit but 1t appears that 1t was done in
this case, I think that both of us have noted a number of covers
carried in open mail thru England with the 32¢ eredit - For example,
to China, otc. - (32¢ plus 217 ~ 53¢ etc, etes) =~ s0 this 327 debit
represanted the British share from Palermo to the U.S, Frontier,
Would this be "Via Marseilles"? -

Cover f/2 = The large "30" was a French marking and is
shown on page of the French book, "Catalogue des Estampilles Et
Obliterations Postales" etc. piblisheéd by Yvert. The explanation is
as follows: ;

"Lettres don't la marque exprdémant la taxe a ete surchargee
d'un timbre obliterant on barree de traits a la plume." I readly
do not know what the answer 1s to this combination of markihgs, viz:
Prench 12 decimes (approximately 23¢ to £4¢), (2) "30" = no doubt
30 dentimes or about 5¢ to 64 - (3) Boston "15" due., With 15¢ due
at Boston, and the letter brought in by Cunard it would seem that 3¢
belonged fo the U. S. and 12¢ to the French.

Cover Noe. 3« From Paris to Boston in lMay 1863 -« Fronm
England by Amer, Pkbs 1t would seem that 15/ should have been
collected and the 6¢ was the Fronch debit. The thought oceurred to

.. me that the Boston Due was in U.S, Notes or 20¢ due in lNotes or 15¢

old, However, the other cover seems to dispute this as the "15" in-
icates notes or gold,

Somewhere in my files I have a record of the earliest use
known to me of the depreciated currency markings, but though I have
geapched I cannot locate i1ts I have a vague ldea it was sometime in
1863, Could it be possible that the following is the solution of
these two covers? The Boston of May 25, 1863 was hefore the P.0.Dept.




#2, Mr., W, C., Blake, May 3, 1950.

differentiated between gold and currency? Was the June 8, 1863
cover after a new P.0,D., ruling went into effect which made the
public pay in gold, or its equivalent in currency? If this pure
guess of mine has any truth then these two covers are most remarkable,

Re « the Forwarded cover, How is this for a guess? To
Wew York, forwarded to Bosten with 13¢ due. This sum was paid at
Boston and the lotter forwarded to Salem with the Boston "Due 3 cents.”
It appears to me that the Steamship "10" was crossed out - a c
"13" was also crossed out With tho mis-directed., If so, then the

MISDIRECTED must have been applied at Boston. (I have not looked this
Up 1n your books) My guess is that only 3¢ was eollected at Salem.

"p,P," and "P,D," Chase advised me back in 1936 that "P.P."
was the abbFéviation for TPort Paye" (as you stated) and that it was
generally used on French domestic mall, and meant "Postage Paid.," When
the initials were used on ma 0 foreign countries I think the meaning
was postage part paid, but not Eald to destinations I never heard of

h a term as "Paid to a Point" but I know of no reason why it would

; apply - viz - "Part Paid" or "Paid only to a certain point,"

se further advised that "P.,D." was used almest exclusively on foreign

11, (outgoing or inecoming) and meant, "Pald to Destination.," I recall
that the above Yvert catalogue illustrates a number of examples,

I will be interested in your comment on the above,

Sincerely yours,
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May 10, 1950.

Mr. }\I' C. Blake
11 Mason Sﬁ.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

Dear lr, Blake:
I have your note of the Sth,

Re - the large "30." Our good friend Carroll Chase
s in Paris at presents In my next letter to him I intend te
have him try and obtain an explanation over there for me but it
has been my experience that French collectors in general don't
lmow very much about the markings on mall from France to the
" Us ;. and very little about U, S. markings on mall from the U.S.
to France, '

It is possible that the "30" could have heen a "30
centimes"” debit, I thought of that possibility vwhen I examined
the cover but did not congidor 1t regular as the Treaty provided
that deblits and credits Ve in U, 5. currencys However, this’
might have been an exception., As you state, "A careless use,”
The "way bill" would have shown the debit to be €d.

I am wondering if you noticed Lot 725 in the Costales
Sale of Apr., 26«27 - Costales stated (as I recall) that this was
a Boston grid. I do not recall seeing such a grid used at Boston
- and a made a search thm vour very Tine book (2 mervele
ous study) I could not find an oxamples Can you enlighten me?

Here 1s a photo of a cover that belongs to my friend
Don lMacCregors. It has a "53" marking over or under the Crown,
I'dontt suppose this marking would puzzle you for a minute but I
think it would stump the average student, Please return the
print,

With regards =

Cordially yours,

e



11 Mason Street
Brookline 46, Mass.

May 8, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 NorthFort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrooks:

: Thank you for your letter of the 3rd received to-day.
Your solutions are most helpful-and probably correct.

The private ship letter rate of 377 presumably was not
via Marseilles, but by ship from Palermo in Siecily direct to Liv-
erpool to enter the British mail, as indicated by the first poatadl
handstamp on reverse 8 AU1850/LIVERPOOL/SHIP in black octagon. ;

It would seem that the guess which I followed to you by
air mail may explain the lage French 30 centimes(67) as the French
portion of the total 12 () debit, allowing Britain only(?)ﬁﬁﬂﬁfsea.

I think your surmise regarding the BOSTON AM.PKT/JUN/8/20
postmark in 1863 as indicating 20¢ due in U.S.Notes for the 15ggola
rate from France prior to the introduction at Boston of a hand-
stamped T7.S.NOTES is ingenious and highly probable. The earliest
Boston Notes ehargecrshown in the published book is June 11, 1863,
PLATE 55:910A,when handstamped 63 was used but without U.S.NOTES,
Handstampéed NOTESowas 'first recordedoon July 1, 1863(P1.552914).Since
publication one has be&n reported on June 22, 1863 handstamped
33/IN U.S.NOTES (two SL)for 24¢ légal rate, which like the 63 for
48¢ rate closely corresponds to 20¢ in Notes for the 15¢ legal rate,
the figures in Notes being about 1/3 larger than those in speciepar,
The only other record for a BOSTON,AM.PKT,., 20 postmark is of June 19,
1865(P1.50:844) from a tracing submitted without the cover or dasa
as to its origin or usage., Perhaps you have additional records for
this Boston marking in your files, Apparently Boston did not charge
in Notes May 23, 1863 with postmark BOSTON/MAY/237 15 (P1.52:862).
Latest record for this postmark of 7/2/63 was used with 21/IN U.S.
NOTES(P1.55:924 Note), I think your guess is right and these two
covers, which I borrowed from Arthur R. Davis, are as you say re-
markable,
vou have doubtless présentédca logical solution for that
MISDIRECTED puzzle, except that I wonder who paid the 137 at the
Boston Post Office. This is a cover I acquired after the Boston
book was published. This(SL)MISDIRECTED is new and may be listed
on PLATE 125:2217A, preceding chronologically MISDIRZCTED(in Circle)
P1.12532218, ) .

Somewhere I saw or heard of P,P, as 'payd'd point' (%) on
outbound foreign mail from France, but I fear it may be fanciful,

Sincerely yours,

: o Ci 00
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May 11, 1950,

1l Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass,

Dear lir. Blake:

Yours of the &th mrrived after I had posted uwy note of
the 10th., - :

Re = the French "PD", I note in the U,8,«Prench Postal
Treaty of 1857 =~ Article ¥I - stated in part (exact words), quote:

"On its side, the French pest office shall ceuse the
impression (P D), stamped in red ink, to be placed on the letters
propeld to destination, ete., etc,

~_ Belgiwm mail was also stauped with a "PD" and the Belgium
Treaty of 1860 = Art, XXT had the following:

"Letters originating in Belglum and paid to their destinae-
tion)iﬁ the United States shall be stamped *P,DY (paid to destinae
tion).

And also =

"Letters of every cther origin despatched from either
country by virtue of the sbipulations of artiele 10, and the pre=-
payment of which is rendered obligatory to a certain point within
elther country, shall be stamped TPeFu, (paid to the frontier,"

Re - the "Depreciated Cyrrency" markings. I was greatly
Ploased to receive all tho data on this subject in your letter with
the refercnces to the markings In your fine boelk. have always
been so busy trying to figure out the markings on outgolng foreign
mall that I never had much time to devote to the incoming mail, The
combination of the two does make a met interesting study,

As the price of gold went up during the war, 1 suppose
there is little doubt that the P.0.Depte decided to ShiFt the luss
of the postal settlements with forelgn countries to the public, I
wonder 1f the P,l,G. did this without any authority frou Congress,
I suppose he did because he had the right to fix the foreign rates
of postage. I do not recall that I have ever noted any article in
the philatelic press on this subject,

Re - the "MISDIRECTED" covexd, It seems to me that the "10"
was crossed out by pen and the "13" in pen was canceldd hy the "mige
directed? marking, so evidently the "13"¢ due was paid by someone in
Boston who re-forwarded the letter on to Salem, where 3¢ was collected,



#2+ Mr. M. C. Blake, May 11, 1950,

Had the letter gone on to Salem wibhout any paxment it seems to
me there would have been a "16" dues The pen "3" was not erossed
out and I judge this was loft on the letter as it corpresponded
with the Boston handstamped Due 3 Cents.,

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,

PeSe==lly good friend Arthur Davis has the luek to pick up aome
very interesting covers, :

A
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED

APPRAISALS

EZRA D. COLE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N.Y. - - - Telephone Nyack 964

March 30, 1950

MI‘. Stanley Bo AShbl‘OOk
33 Ne Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Many thanks for the photographs of the cover. It is such
an interesting piece that I want a record for my files, even
though the condition is not all we can desire. Just imagine
what I cover like this would be worth if it were perfect and the
Stamps were perfect, but then we probably would never have it.

This cover, remember has never been on the market, never been
in an auction sale, and nobody can say we are too high. They
mey or may not want to buy it, but they can't throw a lot of
figures in our face.

After all, we have to pay $200 for it, and it seems to me
that $400 is worth trying. It is $100 apiece. I think I would
have no trouble in selling it for $300 myself, but I want you to
make something and you are entitled to it.

I don't think $50 will meke or break the sale. If you should
get a counter-offer of $350 that is something else. You can stall
and maybe work it so that we can get that much anyway.

No need of my commenting on Larry. We understand the gentle-
man 100% °

Sincerely

Ezra D. Cole)
EDC :hk = /
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Mareh 29, 1950.

Mr, Ezra D, 0010'
> Nyack, N.Y,

~ Here are pnotos of the 10¢ 1857 cover, I worked on
this = pressed it out and it looks bt ter - The 10¢ stamps are
all Type II and III - one stamp is 31Rl, a double transfer, but
it is not so hot as a variety, because the D,T. is mdnor,
There are three blocks of six and two vert. pairs - both blocks
to left have straight edges - no perfs on two sides and both
have horizontal creases - the block at top right has a bad
horizontal crease at upper right stamp is torn and in bad con-
ditions Both pairs are pretiy lousy. The 1l¢ pair is in bad
shape.

I think {400 would be plenty high, in fact, if we

~agked wore 1t would leave a bad ftaste, Here is the chance we

run. Avery prospect I have might return it and in such an event
let us agree that we will not cut the prices In other words, if
I am unable to sell it I wouldn't want to get in bad by having

it offered at a lower prices What do you think? Do you think we -
should risk asking (400 or play it safe by asking $350,? I think
we could get $350,00« I don't think Jessup would he at all ine
terested. He has plenty of 10¢ 1856-~57 and isa't buying any so
far as I am aware unless its Western or California. .

I do not recall any fake Vestern covers from a Tandler
correspondences I have no such record,

Iiwill send the old let of covers to you from tine to

time in small batches and you can advise me re - adjusting prices,

1 agree with you one hundred perecent on Larry, I get
along with him fine but I never have any financial transactions
with him, Anything I could sell to him I could sell to most anyone
else with a tenth of the trouble, In spite of what he says I dontt
think he has many Confed iltems submitted for an opinion, I am
better known to Confed colleclors than he is and I recelve very,
very few in a year's time.

I will not offer the 10¢ cover until I hear from you,
Regards -

A

Yours ete.,




EZRA D. COLE
Rare Postage Stamps

NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964 March 22, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
3% N+ Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Enclosing the damndest cover I have seen in a long time.
Notice it i1s from the Pierce correspondence and went to Russia.
I know the condition and so does the owner, and it cost us $200.
There are twenty-two 1O¢ stamps on it to begin with, let alone
the value of blocks, the cover or anything else.

I would like to have a good photograph made of this before
you sell it.

A

EDC :hk
Ence.




March 25, 1950,

A}

Mr. Ezra D. Cole,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear Ezi

That sure 1ls a most unusual cover but you
didn't give me any idea as to what price we should
put on it. I have made natural azize photo and also
a reduced size and I will send prints to you., It
was & 6 x 37¢ rate to Russia "Via Prusaian Clesed
Mail," A high 10¢ 1857 rate - Let me know what you
think we should charge. I don't want to price it too

s Nor do I want to take the responsibility of
prieing it too low, We could overpriece it o it
would not sell. Krug did that on a number of his’
béetter covers and the prices prevented theilr sale.
Now If T sell them I'1ll have to go back to original
buyers with a ecut and thatt!s bad, There should never
be but one price., So glve me your ldea on this item,

Re « CuS.A, Expert Comuittees Larry
Shenfield was laid up at home for a week but is now
baeck to his office, Last week I s ested that he
call a meeting of his Comittee and discuss the git-
nation and I believe thut he will arrange to do so
real soon.

With regards =~

Yours etc.,

re




AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED
APPRAISALS

EZRA D. COLE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N, Y. o= 'Y f-'e{{?feh%h"one‘_Néy;ack’ 964

March 27, 1950

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 Neo Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

First, if you made a photograph of the Brattleboro cover,
I would like it for my files.

Did I send you the fake Western covers that I have from
the Tandler correspondence. I think we discussed this several
years ago. There were several fakes.

With further reference to reducing the price on the covers.
There might be some of them that I could sell myself later on.
There is no hurry about thise. o —
R S S —————————————————————————— [§a) Ya
//’“"’“M;e your special delivery about the unusual cover. I don't
' have much of an idea of what we should charge for that. Did you
/  look it over carefully to be sure there were no varieties of the
f 10¢ stamps? I looked at it hurriedly and thought there were only
type II's and type III's in the blocks, but some of the copies
overlapped and I did not want to disturb it.

A block of the 10¢ type II is now priced in the Specialized

5 Catalog used, but not on cover. Of course, a block of type II
i?ﬁgﬁkh and III should be pricej too, but not at sucEﬁE,nghwpxiceLw._‘\\

\

.\ six on it for $75, which cost us $50. This cover costs us §$200. \
% You gave me no indications of what you thought the cover was
worth. It is to Russia, which should help it if sold to the right
man. I suspect that even Ed Jessup might be interested in it at
a price. Is $400 too high or too low. ©Should we ask more?

3%%£§§2{”"77 You will recall you sold that other cover with & block of

oSt

Re Larry Shenfield and the Authentication Committee. While
Larry Shenfield is honest, in that he would pay any money he owed
anyone, he would do his best to owe anyone as little as possible,
and I have a feeling things have been going on that we know no-
thing about. He is just a little too shrewd to suit me. Anyway,
I hope he can arrange the meeting.

Sincerel¥/22%;i§;::




Mareh 29, 1950,

Mr. Chas, A, Shierson,
322 State St..

‘Dear Charlie:

Here is a cover that is rather sensational and 1t
contains more 107 1857 than I have seen on any previous
cover, 1t hasg -

5 Three blooks of six
T™Wo vertical pairs of the l0¢
' and a wvertical pair of the 1# 1857 - ije Ve 7
A used block of four of the 10¢ 1857 Type II cataloguee @ {200.00.

Upper block at left has the following types:
p -1 G N b & S i ¢ ;
II i L3 :
Lower block at left has the sane types - and bleek to right alao
has the same types, It is true that some of the stamps are not
in fine condition but this 4s offset by the fact this is -

(1) a big rate of $2.22 to Russia in 1858
(2) Twenty=-two 104 gtamps on one cover,

This went by Prussian Closed Mail (thru kngland) and the single
& ounce rate was 37#. Our share was 285/ = Ppussials, 14/ «
henee the six (6) times credit of 14/ = 84¢. %

The owner wants $400 for this cover and I think it is
vorth it. I will have %o let him lnow as soon as possible, so
will you please let me have an anawer as soon as possible. The
owner did me a favor by turning 1t over to me to sell and I would
like to show my appreciation by giving hlim an answer as soon as
posgible, I think the cover 1s really sensational and would add
a lot to most any ccollection,.

¥ith best wishes =

Cordially yours,

Ae



N

Mr. BEzra D, Cole,
Nyack, N.¥.

Dear Ez:

Youre of the 6th received with return of the 244
1861 Vielet cover - verbtical pair,

I may have a buyer for this,

Also thanks for return of the "Via N" photo-print.
If you would 1like one of these I'll print one for you.

Yours of the Bth also recelved.

I mailed the Costales price list to Em Krug with
request to return to you.

Thanks for the cover with the palr of 2¢ Bank Notes
to Zurieh., I enclose check herewith for {12.00. Yes, this
was in the second Knapp sale, but it sold too cheap.

I also acknowledge receipt of the 12¢ '51 vert, palr
and return of my 1/ coples. I will write you later regarding
then,

Yours etc *p

A



Aprdl 17, 1950,

Jlire Mortimer L. Neinkon,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, W,Y,

Dear Mort:

llore 18 a cover that has been placed in
my hands for sale, It 1s really sensational in
8pite of the fact the stamps are not in superb
conditlion, I nevar saw a cever before with three
blocks of six of the 104 1857 from Plate One.

The price is QéO0.00

I will reply later to yours of the 14th
Just reeceived.

With rogards -

Singersly yours,

104 1857 Plate I
Rate to Russia



April 3, 1950.

Mr, Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St., .
Oakland, Calif,

Dear ldgars

‘has cut the price on hils Fort Bridger straight-
line cover to $250,00. Please wire me collect if you want 1t.

Here is a photo of & most remarkable 10¢ 1857 cover -
three blocks of six and two vertical pairs - all Type II and III =
blocks have some cut straight edges and some creases but this
is the only cover I have ever seen wlth three blocks of slx =
most remarkable., The owner assures me thls 1s a recent find and
has never been in a collection or in a dealer's hands. The price
i1s $400,00 but I ean only offer 1t subject to prior sale as I
haven't an option on it. A high rate to Russia in 1858 by
Prussian Closed Mail,

If you do not care for eilther of these covers will you
call up Dr, Polland and ask him 1f he is interested. Please ex~
plain that I was obligated to offer them to you first,

Plesase note the enclosed copy of a letter received from
England, -You will note that this "news" 1s not to be released
until April 15th, so please keep it confidential., I am Indeblted
to Harry and Theo Steinway for this "honor?" as both recommended
that I be elected. They also chose Les Brookman and turned down
Max Johl but he will likely be elected next year, Harry seems to
think that thils is a very great honor but if I am put in the same
class as Les I don't think much of ites I don't know of any real
philatelic research work that Les accomplished outside hls work
on the 1867 grills. All the rest of his "work" has been merely a
compiling job, I am sure you agree, Ned Knapp was a real student
but he never was piecked for the honor so far as I am aware, If
it wasn't for Harry and Theodore I would refuse to accept 1t. I
have not forgotten that I am not eligible for membership in the
Royal, so I haven't mch use for that lousy bunch of British snobs,.
Just a lot of cheap "has~beens" in my opinion, Now Ed, you are a
real philatelic student and I ask you this = Would you feel highly
honored if you were put in the same class as Les? Now would you?

Best regarda -

Yours otc,,
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STANLEY B.ASHBROOK
A.P.S.2497
33 N.FT. THOMAS AVE.

FT. THOMAS, KY.

April 17, 1950.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N,Y,

Dear Mort:

Here is a cover that has been placed in
my hands for sale, It is really sensational in
spite of the fact the stamps are not in superb
condition, I never saw a cover before with three
blocks of six of the 10¢ 1857 from Plate One.

The price is 400,00

I will reply later to yours of the l4th
just received.

With regards -

1y yours,

104 1857 Plate 1
Rate to Russia
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43¢ South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Jan. 12, 19?.'

Mre Clinton B. Vanderbilt,
7 Mountain Terrace,
Upper Monclgir, Nedea

Degar Mr., Vanderbilt:

I am returning herewith the various items as contained in yours
of the 9th.

Cover to Australia, Boston British packet meant that this
Tetter vent from Boston by Cunard Line to England, The 57/ pay-
ment was our "shore to ship" rate, Had this letter been en=-
tirely prepaid, the rate would have been 33¢ of which our share
would have been 5¢4. From the markings I assume that while we
rated the letter as a single (5 ounce or less), the British
rated it as a double (over %), thus the "2" for a double rate.

It might be assumed that the "56" was the sum due, that 1is,

2 X 28, but the British would hardly mark the due figure in our
currency but rather in sterling. However, there does seem to be
some connection between the 56 and 2 X 28, because if the letter
had been prepaid (at 2 X 33) we wonld have credited the British
P,0, the sum of 56¢, I have no idea why the letter is marked
"free” on the reverse. Your guess may be correct,

Later

Since writing the above, I note that the rate to Australia of 33¢
(single) had to be prepaid. See my One Cent Book, Vol, 2, page
342, Hence I assume that the British rated this letter as pre-
paid to destination and charged the U.S. Ps0.D, with 56¢, As the
letter was paid to destination, it was rated as "free" at Victoria.
This is "Free of any postage due," - In such a case as this, it
would appear that the U,S. P,0,D, stood to lose the debit, that is,
56¢, Perhaps the solution may be that although the sender only
put 5¢ on the letter, the postmaster charged him with the difference,
(664 less 5¢), and way-billed the letter as fully prepaid to the
Boston Foreign 0ffice, in which event the "56" was a credit,
However, the credits were supposed to be marked in red.

Re = the off-cover pair of 1¢. The "12" and the "18" are both

Wew York roreign Va B ostmarks,” 1In other words, out of the
total postage paid, or To be collected, the U.S. P,0.D, debited
this sum to the corresponding foreign office, which in the case

of these two mar¥ings was France, Evidently the "12" was an error
and was corrected by the "18," which indicates that this pair was on
a letter to Italy via French mail, Further that the rate was "Short
Paid," hence out of the 42¢ to be collected our share was 2 X 9 or a



won
#2, ¥r. Clinton B, Vanderbilt, Jan. 12, 1944,

debit of 18¢.
The 1¢ stamp on the letter to Canada is & Type IV,

Sincerely yours,

A
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Clinton B. Vanderbilt,
7 Hountaln Terrace,
Upper lontelair,
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/////’ July 14, 1950,

Mre Clinton Bs Vanderbilt,
7 Mountaln Terrace,
Upper lontclalr,
NOW JOPSBY.

Dear Mr. Vanderbilt:

I trust you will pardon my negligence in replying
to your kind note of June 27th, :

I am enclosing herewith the cover referred to in
my letter of the 23rds You will note that this has a plece
cut out in the back and the question was raised - did this
contain a postmark applied in Eagland? You will note that
this cover is quite siuilar to yours, and may I inquire if
your cover has any narkings that were applied in England? I
doubt if such i8 the case as my record of same does not men-
tion any.

In case you wish to purchase the enclosed it was
offered to me by an Eastern dealer @ $12,50,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosed 4
#3861 - Price (12,50

(S.BesAsReference
Se.Book 18-45)



July 24, 1950,

'm». Clinton Ba. vanderbilt,
¥ lMountain Terrace,
; Upper 'mtclair, Hede

 Dear lr. Vanderbilt-

o doubt you are amy on mation but this can
reach you on returne. ‘

: Yours of the 19th with r'oburn of the Kenny cover
meived. L o not think that the red and black of the }
"L C" markings had any special sigaificance., There scems

“to be no axplunatmn for the cutout on the hack of ny
cCover, 2

s Iamq\dteaurethuttm:"awaanoclosed :
mail from the Us Se via Great Britain at that period, The

puz,zn.ng faatm is the "I"ree" on both covers,

; Yo_o. I think wy rate was overpaid by one cente

Sineerely yours,



