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Scrapbook No. 11 April 1943 to April 1946 

O. Daniel F. Kelleher Re : Why did 2 covers have high realizat ions? 

1. Alfred E. Fritz Re: 90C 1861 cover $1.03 rate to France 

2. Percy G. Doane Re: Possible fake grid 

3. Raymond H. Weill Re: 24C 1869 cover 

4. Edson J. Fifield Re: strip of 3 1C 1851 
5. J. Murray Bartels Re : 90C 1869 cover 

6. Emerson C. Krug Re : 12C 1851 Bisect 

7. E.F. Gore Re: 30C 1869 cover 

8 . Sidney D. Harris Re: 24C 1861 
9 . Robert Laurence Re: 5C strip of 3 with one stamp removed 

10. L.R. Garrison Re : Problems of the Confederate POD 

11. Eugene Klein Re: 13C blue paper 

12. Herman Herst, Jr. Re: Hawaii cover 

13. Y. Souren Re : 90C 1861 cover 

14. Morrison re: 30C 1869 cover 

15. Frederick R. Harris, John Heard re: Hawaii covers 

16. W.M. Lester Re : covers 

17. Harold C. Brooks Re: 90C 1861 to West Africa 

18. Dr. Antrim Re : 3C + lC cover 

19. Dr. Carroll Chase Re: Cover from Canada, Nova Scotia 
20. Dr. William B. Lamb Re: 2C Bisect, Venezuela to N.Y. cover 

21. Herman Herst Jr. Re : Steamship cover 

22. G.V. Luerssen Re : 1869 cover to Hong Kong 
23 . Earl Antrim Re: Between the lines 
24. Carroll Chase Re: The R.S. Platt correspondence 
25. Grace Jorjorian Re: 3 covers to France, 1 to London 

26. Alfred F. Lichtenstein Re: cover to Canada 

21- G. Moerz Re: two 15C 1869 covers 

28. Re: Confederate cover 

29. Maurice C. Blake Re : 3C + lC + lC to Italy 

30. W.L. Moody, III Re: First Day U.S. City Despatch Post cover 

31. L.L. Shenfield Re: "mail suspended" and "sent back to England" 

32. George C. Hahn re: cover to Holland 

33. Re: 5C rate to Australia 
34. Dr. Edward L. Fernald Re: covers to South Africa 

35. Charles G. Taylor Re: Confederacy 

36. W.L. Moody, III Re: 1869 covers 

37. Blank 

38. c.c. Hart Re : 1847 covers from Canada 
39. Maurice C. Blake Re : Mail to Hawaii 

40. Major Wm. H. Tapp Re: British F.R.H. 

41. Major Wm . H. Tapp 

42. Dr. Carroll Chase re : 5C 1847 pre-cancel cover 

43. Maurice F. Cole Re : 4C rates, 2 black jacks 



44. Dr. Carroll Chase Re : 3C 1861 + lC 1867 + Blood's local 

45. W.H.Semsrott re: 90C 1861 cover to Leipsig 

46. Charles F. Meroni re: 10C + 2C 
47. Re: 24C 1861 
48. F.e. Alispaw 

49. S. Newbury 

50. Garry Shenfield Re: 1861 cover 

51. H.P. Gaston Re: Pony cover 

52. Re: 90C 1869 

53. Philatelic Foundation, Re: 90C 1869 
54. Donald MacGregor Re : 20C rate registered to England 

55. Re: Appraisal of Alvin Filstrup Jr. collection 

, 

~. 



DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
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I' ALFB~:~S':~P~'~SITZ 
549 W. RANDOLPH STREET 

, CHICAGO, ILL. 

~. 

~. 

Mail Addressed to us Should 
nclude Postal District Number 

CHICAGO (6), ILL. 
TELEPHONE 

DEARBORN 3244 



Yr. Alfred E. Pritz, 
549 W. Randolph s t., 
Room 508, 
Chicago (6) Ills. 

Dear L1r. Fritz: 

"iny 27, 1944. 

I havo just returned from a week's trip to Chicaeo, hence 
the delay in replying to your letter of the 21st. 

I am returning herewith the cover which you enclosed, and 
regret to state that the 90t stump did not originate on 
this cover. The .1arkines prove that the original rate was 
only 15¢. I have a record of this fake cover in my files 
together with photographs of the front n.nd back. Whlle I 
could not prove it I am almost certain that this item 'lims the 
product of Paulson of your City. 

I fu~ sure that Kirkland can eive you some further informa
tion regarding it, but plN18e do not mention my name. 

M.y foe for the above is 'ly3.50. 

Sine erely yours, 
, 
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1.I·. Fobt La'I-ence . 
7 • J' ~nd • t . , 
. ew York., .T . Y. 

Dear Bob: 

434 South Gre.nd Ave ., 
Fort Thomas . Ky . 

Feb . 17. 1943 . 

Herp ith the ~90¢ 1861" ·cov~r . This cov r is a L ke . 
The original rate w s 15¢' a ev- denced by the- Ne York 
po, tmark . 

Th~rA was no ~uch a rate to France 0 

e ,a1"'ding the u. F. COG killer . There were three typ s 
of t is han<~sta.rnp u'S"EiCr at different periods in the 
sixties . O;n these tamps are 'tvo dif1'erent types . This 
al ne pI'oves th t these stai.nps -Yere 10t thus used. and lastly 
th "ties'l of these markings are Tory poorly exeeutod. 

Thanks for 'vh. look at this co'\or . 

Sincerely yours . 



r. ~c G. oarie, 
.1. ibun l:.ld ., 
. e Yor-k, • Y. 

D -r ercy: 
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4 So th ra d ~ve ., 
Fort Tho as, Ky . 

pril 16, 940 . 
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Cordi lly your." 



434 SouJh Grand Ave ., 
Fo_ t T nO:ll. s , =_y. 

1Ul"ch 8 , 1943 . 

Y,)U f ted 
filed to 

ou ''''-''e going GO send Ie Colef s letter bl"'.-C it 
r-l\- . 

I had -'l rI. ll"'d ",0 rite Doan ab ut a refu cl on the t 
1857 OI'a brown becp.use P r(.-y is a darn ood f:!:iend <)1' 

i • I sure zra dld not 'von ask ;)oune for a re"u d 
becn 1<' I t'.bi"k tl}e strunp bel] 'ad to .zrn. ~y ue .L'ong , 
ut - Cioub"t it . You sbou'ld va had 11 re:t'und on I:; _ 1847 

"Vl ir e JZ ha the S'1l GIl h ad from noVi n , 'of' • a asks an 
fuvor of me he ~s ~olng to pay th ~eQl1ar r- teil ~a~e and 
i'e i C' g 01:1 ,. to be s tlX':'; . 0 D.or, fro:: e o. pert opin -'- ns . or 
!r . Cole . 

- haa lottnc' frum }nm yest .... rday 
ont it back to hin minu. any co 

ncloskng a cover bu 
ent . 

1 

I have n idea he needs ·0 a r q Jr! sight mOl'e than I need !1.i:1. 

You- s tc., 

, 
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434 South Grand Ave . , 
F 1't '!! lomas , y . 

Feb . 9 , 1943 . 

Raymund H. teill Co ., 
4:07 Royal st ., 
Ue 11 Orleans , La . 

G~ntle en: 

It r .vi th tho '34 I 1869 cove!' u,G p r yo r 
have e:r:anin d thi cover very cL:refl.ll1y 

to a test u del' my Hanovin lamn . 

of tho 5th. I 
nd subjected it to 

Fir ~ g rdin0 the ' te e It h'rdly c ems po ~ible that an 
env 101'e 0': thi .... sit:e ':ould require an 8 X 31 rate . The 
re istrat on fee at this time (l.pril I 70 ?) VIa. 1 ~ rJ. herca this 

ay h Te been, if enutne , a .3 X 3 plus 15¢', but there is no 
evidenco on face 01' back that it VlUS a rogister d cov r . It 
w ~ the custom t this 'l:;1.e :tIl r:mny laJ'ge cities to ttach by 
GlWl the receipt to the back of the covor , also to place a number 
on face . 

My la>np sho'ls that there IRS a stlltlp of thJ.s 1zo On tho cover 
and the pel'forati ns o1~ the 84¢' 80em to Llatch the traces of' the 
p'"'ri'orations left by the stronp lb,:,ch nan originally on this co ere 
Thie to t "as v ry inconclusive L.S I could only loft the u. per 
left pal't of the sta.c.p from th cover . A bettor test could pro
bably be made by removjng the stamp very car fully from the 
cover in order to determine lhethe~ certain g~an o~ ins on the back 
of. tne stamp r.l8tch and. made an· in PZ'OSf' ion on the cov r . 

It is quito poss.ible that a 3~r 1869 was or ginally u .... e on this 
cov rand tba so.o :a1":e1' ro.,oved tho iJrt ana sub ... tituted this 24¢'. 
I real_y do not know ~hethe~ t . Louis us d a postn ~k of this 
typo w'ith a ~till r attached or if a kDJ.er sueh as is on the stamp 
~a used at the st . Louis 1 . 0. in 1870. The postmark on the 3¢ 
Gl'oen is si 11m" as you at te , but it '/as a dif'f rent handstar p . 

It would bo impossible for me to state pos · tiv ly hethe~ the cov r 
is genuine or a fake . If it had ovidenc of' registr tion it would 
l:c more convincing . I remember this cover quite v/ell . It was Lot 
;84 in the Laurence sale of lov e 15, 1940 and sold at f25 . 00 . I 
didn ' t oAami~e it at the tim nd leter when I saw the price nt which 
it old I concJ:.J.ded lIhf'.t it must have bee bad because a genuine 
cO'ver with a 84¢' 1869 is a very rare item indeed, far more scarc 

. in fact than the 30¢ on cover . 

If you care to return the cov r , l.th your permission for me to 
!'emove the stamp for further exam:tnation, 1 ' 11 be e;lad to do so . 



/' 

'2 . Hnymond H. eill Co .~ Feb. 9 , 1943. 

For the above my fee is 2. 50 . 

1th kindest regards , 

Cordially yours, 
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MISSOURI. 
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POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD FOR COLLECTORS 

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 

PENNSYLVANIA 6 · 6885 

July 50, 1945 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
454 S. Grand Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

A couple f'ellows here in New York have 
advised me that you would classif'y a strip of three l¢ '5ls 
for me, but none of them knew whether or not you charged a 
f'ee for this service. It is rather embarrassing to put it 
this way, but it is the only way I know how to mention it. 
I am perf'ectly willing to pay whatever tee you may charge, if 
you charge a tee, tor such service. 

I would like to have the three s~ps 
plated. There seems to be quite a difference of opinion on 
the classification by two or three of these "experts" as 
to whether or not the center stamp is No. lB. 

EJF:GM 

Enc. Stamp 

Return envelope 

I thank you in advance for your courtesy. 

1f? 
J 
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Mr. G. V. Luerssen, 
Reading, Pa. 

!y dear 11'. uerssun: 

(COpy) 

:J. ruRRAY HARI'l;:LS 

17 :John St. 

NEl YORK 17. N.Y. 

Aug. ?5. 1944. 

r WUf> VI l'!r plensad to 11 fl~ th€<t you no v own the 1869 - 90tt cover 
which I still (lon.<;iclor tlLe only ne:;,o 1'ar known. Thora is not much that I 
cun add to the history wltich v AS enc10fJou 1n this co rer. The c:ollflctor from 
whoo I obtained it \'188 nt-1med Grant fiqu1res who lived then in t is 01 ty. 

Senator I ckerI"'.t.m had e stan(Une of tAr of 1000.00 for a 90¢ of 
1869 on tho COV~fr' but neVH~ could get one . I sold hil'l'l th:1 s one for . 400.00 
and he "as If! to ge1j it, includine it in one 01' more Intern tjonal Exhibitions. 

I diCl not kllOW \ hot hnd become of it after the diopersAl of t,he 
Scott 00 •• after 1:'8 death . 

Uhen I snw this COVHr looso in the back ot Squire13 album, I ,ms 
naturally surprised. Boin,' torn into t\ 0 pieces he stated it WllS not much good. 
I offer-etl 1 im 50 . 00 8S it VI83 which s ,erned to nurprise him l!Ld he accepted. r 
hawed it to sovtlral collectors and all I hf'l(lrd WAS, I''';'hat a shame." l.ftor it 

had been repaired hy a skillod rt)pairer, the verdict ms: "I onder1\tl p iece (jven 
if it 8 r~l)a1re~ . II 

'rhis i~ the story and I an p1cosed to kno it to be in good llands, one 
who enjoys its possess3.on. 

I ~i'ppr c1 to your kind renr.rks bO-It my ""Titings in "S"tomps.1I Shall 
continue from ti F,e to ti e. 

Very oinccrsly. 

(signed) J. .urray Bartel.a 



COpy 

U.S.l869 - 90~ on cover. 

In II"arch 19, 1926, the under~ igned called on an old friend 
and stamp collector in New York City at the latter's request. 
This collector has been known to me for bbout 30 years. He 
has spent much time in travelling and about 12 years ago 
visited India, where he secured this cover among a feV! other 
stamps not on cover. 

He had not taken much interest in it due to the fact that the 
stamp had been torn in opening the envelope, severing the upper 
left part of the stamp completely. After conferring with 
several well known collectors I decided to have the stamp and 
envelope repaired. "men I secured this cover I discovered that 
a 10¢, stam.p had fallen off. The former owner thought he would 
be able to find it among the little lot of loose stamps ment~oned 
above, but was unsuccessful. I knew from other covers that the 
rate for a heavy cover of this kind to India was 1.12. 
Fortunately, I found among my stock a 10¢ which matched the 
cancellation to a very remarkable extent. This has been added 
to the cover and it is now a very wonderful piece. 

Specialists in covers for many years have tried to locate the 
1869 90~ on an original envelope but so' far this is the only one 
known. 

New York, 116 Nassau st. 
March 26, 1926. 

John },:urray Bartels 
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De r 

434 South Gr nd ve., 
F01"'t Tho as , Ky . 

The 90¢ 18 9 ,0 e . came in t:l' . ' . I:iJ cd1atGly made photo 
and S J..pped :it buck . 1 enc10_e co of a letter' that c me 
w th .t . Jt ~e rna t- n the lot stamp we. m1 n sin ffiJd thut 
l~ar p,L picked one froID his ~t ock I r.d put it on the c ovp.r . I t 
is 1 , r r ,i . of' f'U" t'ttion an demons l' s h"''\j Gastly 
tid'" c n be. 

The dut, 0 1 u~e 
1 -to. I 8e1'io .1y v 
gO¢, :3 k 'ot - • 
1869 , a 10'; and 

w c.. 1):'.1g - , ept 1873 - l' t.h ,1' 1- te for an 18('9, 
do"t~ftc90/1869_f'l u. titut-onfora 
I fo"'got to enti nth'" the cov r h r a gO¢, 
12¢ B k ~oLe . 

Da~te1s tates }f t h . d the c' er ~epaircd and Serphos rote 
me thE t Be -"tels ot th cov r from Senator e cerrr.al1 . 11 of 
Ihicr.l. don ' t ean a thine _ lw st'temon is m'tie t:t.e.t eker a.n 
acquired the cover on one of his tri s abl0u.d or to _n in . 
~ckor an vas tr orour~h y hOL (t but he had fake covel~S in his 

co _lec 'ci 0.1. 

I h d f OJgotten oout this cov I' but I have a faint recollection 
thqt Acker an hfJ.d e. 0; co' e1' and hat ~ aw it ~n his collec-
tion ovur 25 ye r. go . I am ro 1 have .ee ~rite-up of 
tri. cover ~n e:ther the ~P . or ekeel " yea~s go . 

11,; ) S 11 te 
from Chase re 
J- . C . ~ . sale . 

c .... ) nc_~d nce th tit <: l.e ('.il I f' lett r 
tf1r _ng 1ck rtgf.i:tns, he deocriptjons in this 

ote from his 1.t er as follow ... : 

"Thc-.\. ... e is a loth r mutt=-r 1. 'rant to talk to you bou· . 0 U 
:::OU1.1l'OSe th re i !I.!lYc in t j h t .. ecent co11ector~ can do · 0 

stop S (l L 0" t e dirty J'''''wish eth( at> f "'Grtair! men in 8t::111 g 
r-:tar.lps fl~ nuct .. ? 1 m really afr -1 i1; it oing to hurt the 
~e.:oe 11' nothin' i, cone . 1: ~uppor.:e yuu bave th Cl.Uctiol c, alogue 
f or th 91':1_ ale of 110._g n~!lau Co . _ d Lft kno'! ' 0 .Tote 
it b t it 0 nds l1.:e KOl'-ise:-:> • • TuC'/:: look .-t n f'ev' lot"' . ~o . 1 
a .. d ~o . 2 - E. TTl" I ED '11 'lbO A1/D • 1 5. ,rhaps he ievor- the ~ 
t "0 t , pograph1cal er:,. ... ors .... nd the pGrio s shculd have been t 0 

points to the left . I judea . 5 api'::ce V'O Id be de r for t em. 
Of co 'I'SC th yare' .,-ng .l'>nold'r' ~otho , putting do m fifty t' as 

1: t yt. in']; is \ orth, hop g t cat 'uc ~ 1"'. LO I '0 . ?3 -
"PO .... SIPLY l' UCHED AT or.r'lIO,~ . " See tho illustraticnl I 10 e the 
"PO.S1EL:! . " LOT 32\ .. no 32D - These of co T'se are ju"t tilnted 
3c 1851 9 a d ,,'or ..,"' u·~ a do1J.ar apiece as curiosities , nd they 
huve them dO-Nn t .. 1500 eachl PtE...,E TOT t rp f IL'-JUSTR TIO·J 'F 



#2 . Mr . Emmerson C. Krug , April 1st, 1943 . 

LOT 21? Each of the two stamps has a different cabaella t lon l 
Obviously so.aeone WG.'" tryL gout 50" .. 6 cnncell""t i ans on v:uste 
atorial . LOT 802 - "ALT.; SUP1~RB COPIES . " Lool; ,t .TO . 42 in the 

plate , for example . And thero ai'S plenty .ore that aron' t superb . 
And the saJlle thing goes for -che other reconstructiollS they offer . 
I c ould keop this up f o r pages but won't bother . All the sa~e , isn ' t 
it !i shrune to let the Kykes get aNuy with this sor!; of thing? 0 yes t 
thore is one more description trle.t I lent you to note. LO'l' NO . 323 
llBLOCK Oli' FOUn WITH SEVERA.L S'fAHLt'S D&~U'rI\lE Ai'iD R:B.:2AIRED . 1l Neat? " -- .-

I h~ve no recoIl ct10n or n~ ~ther 90¢ 1869 oov.r so n doubt t his 
ic uniaue. If you C~ acq ir3 it right I thi. { it might be ~oll t o 
go nft3r it, but I ;,'Quldn't If I were going to try and 
bu . ...,.. it = w:mld pick out SOT.sone I I'Cit I cO~11d tru~t and I hFtve such 
a person in ind in cane you are jnt,;rostad. 

The cove)r 18 a 1. rge logal size and would t.ake u" a full album page . 
The only tl1ing is this - . hile not fine, tho owner can show a 90.:~ 
1869 cover which, in my opinion, nay be genulno . 

'tuotntion from Chut-to f s letter: 

'Mo .... genthau is 
kind of thin!) 
tS".lbsidiaryl t 

about gettihg 

a I#supposedly' res:poctable concorn. You expect this 
.from Arnold, Siegel, ..3t aI, but not from a Scott Co . 

A! d did you see Ci16 1869 ad ir: 1.okeel J s? Ta lk 
away with murder l 

The 90~ cov ~ (LOG 17b) is al. rieht is~'t it? I thi1k I r memb r 
'\Then . ..:"lartels turned it up. I ha'Je a vaeue recollection th "; the 90~ 
stamp was l!c:.dlZ defectivA - although this may ~a fO eOll anotI :::' cover . " 

Yours etc., 
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EMERSON C. KRDG 
3201 STERLING ROAD 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

Dear Em: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Jan. 3, 1944 - onday A. M. 

It is too bad that Ezra put such a terrific price on the 
bisect cover but maybe ho will relent and accept a reasonable 
profit. The bisect was tied but the tie was very light . The 
markings. show that lb¢' was paid on this l etter and the only 
other way it cou) d have been paid v'ould have been ith more 
1st and 3¢' stamps . The cover does not show any evidence that 
such was the case. 

In the V. est sale Lot 434 was a cover to New Brunswick with the 
U. 8.Express Mail ~ostmark. The stamps ore, a l2i bisect , a 
3t 51 O. B. and a l ¢ Pla te One Early, th se "Oct . 23, 1851 . " 
All these are tightly tied by black grids . In fact the bisect • 
is beautifully tied. This cover sold in the est sale 1 90.00, 
but in the Chas e sale it ~as Lot 1049 and ~ent to ard 350 . 00 . 

.~ 

In the Babcock sale Lot 227 was a cover to Kingston Canada from 
Brooklyn Hay 25, 1852. This cover has a l2¢ bisect (corner torn) 
a 3¢ 1851 and a l¢ i851 . All the stamps are tied (nicely) by 
tho well known Hudson River arking in two lines'; "STEA 1" - "BOAT . 1f 

This cover sold for ,71.00. So by ·what right has Ezra to puta
price of y225.00 on the Brandebury cover~ 

I am giving you the above facts so that you can use them if you 
wish. It is well to remember that every buyer in the country had 
a chance to buy the Brandebury cover and no one was willing to 
pay as much as Cole. That is the reason he ot it for 120. 00. 
I suppose Ez figur s that he was doing you a great favor by buying 
for you tile covers in the Doane Sale instead of buying them for 
himself. He sure is a cocky little rascal but the present abno~a1 · 
tlmAs makes such things possible . In a wild bull market in the 

tock market it doesn't require a.ny brains to keep on predicting 
every day that price~ will go higher. Like~lse in a declining 
market it doesn't ~equire any brains to daily predict the reverse . 
Ez reminds me of a rampant bull in a bull market. They get so 
bl~ded they forget that II bear market is poss ible . 

You are quite right about the fact that some people ollld objedt 
to the ~act that the bisect i not tied ti~ht. Ez disregarded 
this f act. I'll not mention the cover toIDi, trusting that he 
mi ght ention it to me. I am glad you did not covet any of the 
covers he sent you. You ar e not the one -ho is spoiled - he is. 
Confidentially Ireton is fed up on Ezra and don't like his cocky 
attitude a bit. 

I'l">eturn Dan's bill. He couldn't have ;ritten other than he did 
because he r eali zed that the ich ols ... tu.ff was lousy. Dan 
hasn't been getting any nice sales in recent year U~fl I guess 



... 

,,2 . - r . E. C. Krug , Jan. 3 , 1944. 

he ~as a b i t hungry ;hen he took on the ~ichaels l ot . I 
think Chase 1as more to blame than Dan, but hiring Doc as not 
Dan ' s idea but l ichae1s and at the l atter ' s expense . 

Re - the Ward deal. He wouldn ' t rai se his offer and I refused 
to have anything to do ith the sale , ro everything is off . In 
these times perhaps he is right as evi denced by the Brandebury 
sale . There are some wond~rful things in the sale that iard is 
to sell (the Gibson collection) , so I a~ rather sure Itll attend, 
and you muet go down with me . No date has been et nt p~esent , 
so far as I am aware . 

Thanks Em for sonding me the list of covers (and prices) which 
you returned to Ezra . I looked these up and the prices he paid 
were high enough without adding any prof i t . 

Yours of the 30th with return of check. You shouldn't have done 
this but I certainly appreCiate the cover hlch I am gping to 
mount and put into my Collection with "Compli ants of Em on Xmas 
1943 . " -
Ro - binding your catalogues . end them up and I will have Bill 
Smith bind them for me . It; would have to be this lay as he has 
such work done as a fnvor to me. Don ' t orry ~bout the cost , it 
ill be very modest . I cantt ask him in advance . 

ard has never. entioned a word (in his letters) about that lost 
registered lett3r. TIo should write you and a&viso you regarding 
i t , also he should apologize for his lousy letter, but don ' t expect 
such a thing from him. I doubt if he I'lJ' lizes trJ.H"C he offered 
you an insult . Some people are that way. Do you suppose that 
El eanor Hoosevelt realizes Ih t a perfect as she really is? I 
dount it , because if she did she would hide her face in sh me at 
the way in which she has disgraced the ,vbite House . 

\' C Vle:'c so gla.d you heard from the soldi er boy and can well 
apprec i ate the joy the letter brought to you both. 

Best of regards . 

Yours etc . , 

p.. I think I have covered all pOinte in your various letters 
except the query re - Mildrod's bl ocks . She likes corner blocks 
of four unused with the n~ne of the country . In checking these 
over she finds she only has the following: Denmark, llbania, 
Fr~~c , Bel gium 'and Greece . If you have any of t.e miSSing, it will 
save Ie the trouble of getting them for her at the geney . 

s . 



R. H. GORE, President 

4 
R. 

209 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Ft. Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear Stan: 

Mly 5. 1943 

As you know, Jake bought in the West Sale the 30¢ 
'69 on oover. This was bougnt for me. and when Jake brought 
the oover back I was quite surprised at the low price at 
which he had obtained it. 

PHONE STATE 9369 

Jake has related to me the whole story of the various 
discussions in New York between him and you and others relative 
to this cover. As I understand it, all the markings on the 
cover and the rate are in good order, and that the primary 
objection was that the stamp was not creased where the letter 
had been folded and that the stamp was not tied on the right
hand side by the black design cancellation. Jake. of course. 
has given me his theory of the above. 

I am herewith enclosing copy of letter which I have 
today sent to Phil Ward. Under the circumstances, with ques
tions being raised by various people in New York. I believe 
you will understand why I do not wish to keep the cover unless 
I have the guarantee fram you, as the person universally 
recognized as the one best fitted to give such a guarantee. 
You will undoubtedly be hearing from Ward. 

Very cordially yours, 

(/.~ -V. Gore 

EFG/mh 
Eno. 
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Mly 5, 1943 

Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr. 
1616 Walnut street 
Philadelphia, Fa. 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

Mly I congratulate you on the West Sale. As 
you know, E. R. Jacobs was handling bids for me and I 
am quite delighted with the items he brought back. 

I was much surprised that Jacobs bought the 
30i '69 on cover for the price of $150.00. The bid 
which I gave to him was considerably hi gher, and when 
he told me what he had obta ined it for I asked whet her 
this cover had been guaranteed by Ashbrook. Jacobs then 
told me that he had raised t he same question with y ou 
and related that upon his questioning you had stated 
such guarantee was given in the catalo g. The only thing 
I see in the catalog is a message of thanks to Stanley 
Ashbrook for his cooperation in making up the catalog. 

Wi th a cover of this type I would like to have 
a written guarantee of the authenticity of this cover 
from Mr. Ashbrook. Would you be so kind as to obtain 
this for me? 

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

E. F. Gore 

EFG/mh 

c 
o 

p 
y 
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I'. E. F. Gore, 
209 south La alle t . , 
Chicago, Ills . 

Dear itz: 

43_ ou h Grand 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

y 7, 1 43 . 

I am 1n ~eco1pt of yours of the 5th. ervic 

. , 

o aged by t e est st to to coll~bor t lith r. 'd in 
rr1t1n, th est Sale 0 did flot m an the.t 
ech lot in the 1e had personal urante . For ex-

pIe, I am no au·hority on 'I'll_a, in f ct, I n VOl' collected, 
no· studied thom s I alwa 8 detested th m. To - ume that I 
guazaont ed the gen inGnen of v .• le vot 1869 co r uld b tl e 
same ns ssum1 th t I uaranteed all t 186' grills and nIl 
tb Balk lot grille in the .ale. 

I did not 

I taS Jritin 
. r. !'d t, t d 
osit1 e eyold 
~est1onable that 

cover lIlS 
sale. 

If you ,".,t that "he cvver i genuine I sug 0 t that you senti 
it to the 'P ilato ic Rese reh 'r. boratoriea, 094 e1" ve., ~ew 
York ana eat an opinion from them. .Lheir quipment:Ls very 
c mplete no f t e 30~ tamp nOl on t ~ov r has been substi
tut d for ny other, tleir ,ost~ will po itively disnlose uch 

ub t1tution • 

. th kind '.i reenrds~' 

C i lly you~ , 
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5. D. HARRIS 
FORMERL.Y R . W. HARRIS CO. 

780 ST. MARKS AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

BUREAU ISSUES ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
AMERICAN STAMP ASSOCIATION 
S OCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS 
WASHINGTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

PHONE SLOCUM 6-7383 

PHILATELIC TRADERS SOCIETY OF~ LONDON 

SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL STAMP DEALERS PARIS 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER: BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 

VENDING & AFFIXING MACHINE PERFORATIONS SOCIETY 

December 31, 1943 

~lr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S . C'rand Ave. 
Fort ':'homas , Ky . 

Dear .• r . Ashbr o!"'lk : 

The enclosed 24~ 1861 issue is suonitted for 
your inspection . 

I am sorry that it is not on·cover . l'r . Ward 
mentioned that it had bee~ on a cover . 

I had oriinelly been 0"" tLe opinion that the 
oate of Octooer listed in tte Scot t ' s Catalrg 
,as a record fro'll the Post Office Department , 
or tie date of tne printing of the stamp . I 
nad not realized it was the earliest l~o'n use. 
It confused me considerably en I fOtL~d the 
enclosed stam with a September 20th date, since 
"'ine si.ade was very much l.:.nlike the Augus t shade 
an·- I had been ready to assume that thi s \vas a 
shade of the AUgust i s sue . 

i th Best Wishes fo r the l~e 7 Year . 

2 
Ene . 



.. , r. ~. D. Harris, 
780 st. ~arks ve., 
Brooklyn, ~4 . Y. 

DeB u·. Harris: 

434 South Gr nd Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan. 3, 1944 • 

any thanks for your kL~dness i~ sending me the 24¢ 1861 
lith the date of "Sap 20 18'1." I agree th t the to~n as 
probably II Sp lngf1.cla:, I'II"¥.':-:r 
In my opinion, this stamp was origina.lly a "V_oletll Scott 's 

0, und ias never "Red Lilac." :y earliest record of tho 
"Violet" is ug. 20, 18 1. '4;\th r recor of u e are: 

sap. 6, 1861 
Sop. 9, 1801 
Sep.17, 1861 
Sep.25, 1861 
Oct. 3, 1861 

The '. • ..... elve"' the ear lost l' cord of use of the red lilac 
as Oct. 8, 18 1, but in my opinion, thiu 1 n error. inere 
the cataiogu ijot the dn~e I do not kno but I lmuglne the 

, Gate ref rred to a tee Bluo rather than a red lilac. I have 
oarcled for over ;.::5 yoars tor e rly uses of the red lllac and 

th earliest in my record i Jan. ? 1862. (Day da.te not legible) 
I have n vel' seen a single use in 1861, hence you can imagine 
my urpriee hen I r d "1' . a d's rem rks. The light nust 

ave be n bad hen 1'. a d look d at t loS st P, oecause I am 
positive e knO:'lS 0.. violet ,hen he SOE)~ one and also a red lllac. 

'lhe "Viol til was a triclcy color d we he e nny "changelings" 
of the shade, any 0 which a1'e sold as "Steel Blues ." 

Yo will note th t thi copy. s not on "thin paper" which proves 
the fall cy 0' the myth that all "u.s d 24t tt ugu t II :er~ issued 
on the so-called "thin paper of tEe Premieres GravurGs. ,I 

Sinc rely yours , 

Copy to hilip H. lard, ,Tr. 



'" 

f,r . Philip H. Ward, Jr., 
1616 ,alnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Phil: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan. 3, 1944. 

I read your notes in Mokeels about the early date on a 
24¢ red lilac so I had Harris send me the stamp. 

I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Harris. You 
will note that the stamp is not a Red Lilac but is in 
fact a faded and stained copy of the violet, #60. In lliy 
opinion, you nor I nor anyone else will ever find a S4¢ 
Red Lilac that as ~enUinelY used in Septemb r 1861, for 
the s impl~...r as"on t at I am pos It i ve tha t the red 1 ilac 
color was';ttsed that early. 

I would be terribly surprised to 1'ind a use even in 
December 1861, still I think such a thing might be possible, 
with a use in November highly improbable, an October use im
'po8sible and a September use out of the question. 

I think you should follow up your remarks in "Mekeels" with 
this additional Inforillation, so as to set the record 
straight. 

Cordially yours , 



r~ ~~m ~ ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~l~~ ~~,\~~ . 

Stamley E. Ashbrook, Esq. 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas. K~ntucky. 

il~~ r~~~ ~VD~~D 
~ D W Y ~ ~ H, H.Y. 22 

Fe"b:-'l~ry 9, 1944. 

REPORT O1T: U.S. 24tf. 1851, with dated postrne..rk "Se:n. 20. 1861". 

QUESTIOU: What is the correct classificat ion of t lis stamp. 

The attached photogr,mh shows the date of the 1')ostmeTk clearly, establishing it 
defini tely as being used just a month after it was first issued. 

The paper he.s been este.blishAd?.s th?.t of the earliest printings of the issue, 
throug.n comparison and microsconic eX?.hlina tion of the fibre structure. 

The color of the stamp is not presently the seme as w~en issued. It has been 
mod!fied by atmosplleric or other conditions to an extent where it is no longer 
a criterion by which its classification can be determined. 

CO '! CLUDED: The subject of this 6xe.mi:1ation would be correctly classified. as 
Scott #60. 

ResDPctful'y submittel, 

PHILATELIC B2SF~CH LABORATO~I]S, Inc. 

YS:s 

By (f ~-----f--
File #:MM2-9A 
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Hr . Ge orge B. Sloano, 
110 ~aSs8. S::;., 
He York, N.Y. 

Pob . 1u , 1914 . 

- h« vn l'Gce •• t1.r hhd t\!O L ('CC co llcc'C lOPS placed i:n :::ly 
:handr to <;011 DO J have l)Pf.m OtJ.fly PE' thr> very Govil and 

fJ.'\fen It· I <"1 ;. chnnce to (.0 ~n.1"Chi '.g !"lrth"l' on tho. t v0ry 
unusu 1 ""111'" '~l.'f COVAl' . '1"((' "'0\8 ~ote8 a!:: hopl"d 
b J ... 0 'f} ,:n .. -G 0 '"'".:lnis: "'~.d. .L") '.'.;->~. tl 0 .£.::c!'i 1 t o 

I'll ti..>Y t. d to t.111.: .']:\ortly 'hie:. I 
) silt I.Si' ."~o .... '1 to )lou. 

1GQ1. 

" 0"-" ""·n~"11"'T' , .. (1""1" 'f,........., 
-, - -~-~ .. - ... 

;!./.·t tt'ie r~tt~ .11' ,.: 3 .oth1ng 
w ~ [~ f~(d;lCl. a~d a chDDr.;clJnr; 

.,: G t::.' hE ~ 'lCJ i~ '1:' :.ght a .IJ. tbe. t; 
I e..ylJe I 'L .•• , t :H' .. () :"1' en 5.. t i: "'''1'. 1 :y- 'tJi e to 'hE' 

"y. 

You :.:oe Goc.('ge, 1 

thu:n cny .f;. 
a tum." uc;. 
te:nd i is h u'dly 

B this 4~ i'" In H \'/f.l.y ... i.il/ •• ' GO t.iK bL'ie;:c rc:"l (B.f~ .. r(':cc~ "-r!.' 
0 _ iL'lC)~l I tho .;11 i? L':';:.)!- j Q ')., 1. .ke 1:0 f Cl~ It . r 
j.s ncce:' "",,(,'1 'oc·;au:. c if' you ( .... i"" a:::rr:ed. "'1 ';1', or~ th ts ~ '::;./ "+n-:p 

'/0 '1-1 stll1 '.ie 'Po~ivive it. [cl".l,?,1!"f11 ~T' 60 . 1 lUi C 
stubbo~n ~u~~ I ~u pO ... € . 

'1 t h best o.f Tishes , I an 
Co: .... 'dio.lly your's , 



.. 
![r . Hugh Clark, 
1~ Scott Publicati ons Inc., 
1 West 47th St., 
New York, N. Y •. 

Dear Hugh: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan. 3, 1944 • 

Perhaps you read Phil Ward f S l'elnarks in Mekeels recently 
on a use of the 24¢' l86jj~nRed Lilac." The us e II iep. 20, 1861. II 

Plea ~ e note copy of my letter to the owner of this copy, 
Sidney D. Harris of Brooklyn. 

Phil must have been cock~eyed as the stamp in question is 
no more like a Red Lilac than red is like blue. The fact is, 
that the copy is faded and the paper stained. FUrther the 
paper is not thin but rather thick proving the fallacy of the 

,myth of the thin papers of the ,. Augusts. II 

Sincerely yours , 



r . Rober L urenc , 
7 E t 42nd t ., 
1. Yor' , • Y. 

D Bob: 

43 South Grand tva ., 
Fort Tho~as , Ky. 

F ab . 2 , 1943. 

HoI' it the t 0 COV I' pel' yoU!'s of.' th 28th. 

u.'1der a 

This 

G k pt our v~ cr 
ly date of use of this cover , from' 

857. Th ~ecord is u st 28, 1857. ! look 
'~~e~C'~u~e~~nd faun in y:-. cor h t L . B . .aeon ub-

cr 

co er to me on Oct . 31, 1921 at hich time it 
strip of.' thre , he top tamp fith a hor1z . 

R - th oth r cov r . Harold Brook h cov r to Germany with 
24¢ an a r of Black Jacks rom Cincinn t1 in .pril 1 64 . 

The 24¢ on his cover 1 v ry i lIar if not 1uentical ith the 
24¢ on th1 cov r . Th t·o cover re to differont ddr s as ~nd 
in dirr rent handwrl in • 

L1k 1so r s p is a orgeous d ep 
m b c UC9 I nev r ow 24~ Viol t u 

tr c upply of 2 ¢ t CinCinnati a 
that the t p cam r·"om 

cover 

~ooks ever inc11n d to believe 
1861, but inc then I have Clung d my 

l1ttle too r in my pinion _or n 1861 

I 

Elliott P rry and the follo ing 

ehm you hat I :n 

d 
is 
tho 

by runn ng to~, I am enclosing you a 



#2 . ~r . Robert Laurence, Feb . 2, 1943. 

cover it a 24~ Viol t us d on Sop. 6, 18'1 to En land. 
eOiTer belon a to Harold Brooks and I hav it f r sal 
I~ intere ted I can 110 y~~ 0% 0 • Th~ 
earl! st .nown use. It c e to aro d in 01 of hiB or1 inn! 
f d h nCG hae never been 1n th< hands of any dealer . Thi 
~ta. p 1s the re 1 24¢ Violet , no i take bout that. So far 8S 

kno • and I do think I kno , the Violet as the f ir t color 
.. sed for th 24¢'. ! va never seen any :other color ae bef'ol"'e 
. ept . 24 186_. 

Th1 "Cincinnati Violet , " as I call it , 1 indeed or eou 
col r but I nm ju t e. trifle doubtful th t _t was n 1861 printing, 
although I have ia y rofer c lot 24~ use .fro 1 York late 

'Nov mber 1861 1hlch r somewhat to ~ d but not u8 much as the 
!'C lnoinn to . " It 1s, hOrfever, :uCh 11 re red than this 'Ire 1 Violet" 
of S p . 6 , 1861. 

I ieht dd that "1 1 24¢' Violet fl on the or! in 1 covor' 1 
m ghty rare item, e pecl lly a us in A~st r rly Septa b r 
1861. I .for at to nt10n that Harold t "Cincinn t1. Viol tit c e 
to tffi f om the BrOml l, lot 100~ , and cost hi 160. 00 . I 
o Id rather have the nclosed "Sept . 6 . 186l fl item. 

it best r g .rds . 

Cordinlly your , 

nclosed 
Brooks 281 - 150. 00 le s 10%. 

P. S.' If' not too much troubl • I ould reatly appreciate a priced 
~ taloeue of your Janu ry al (th 121st) J £1.190 Bob if you have 

o UB for the film or the cove~s I could use am in my record • 

• B •• 

~. 
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OUOTED FROM. 
-PROBLEMS or THE 

IV L. R. OARRIION 

OCTOBER 'PI' • JANUARY '9'6 
VOL. XIX- Noa. 2&3. PAtt 243 

---- --- -. ~ 
6. THE [XPA',I COMPANtr, .1 COMPErITOA. 0' THt Po" OFYICt OlPARTMENT. 

(OUOTATIONI ARE 'ROU POITUAaTER-GENERAL RIAIAN" REPORTI. o'rIC'A~ 
LETTtRt. CON'EDERATt ACTa, ETO.) V. D. WAC I 

IN TH,e, OAVI WHEN A QACAT ,tDERAL PARCELl POIT atAYICr II ACTUALLY ORlv
INO [XPRr" COMPAN,ra 'NTO THt HANOI 0' [CrIVERa, IT l'tMa AL¥OI' INCREOlaLI THAT 
ANY GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY '0 eCNERALLY ACQUlteCED IN AI • POITAL MONOPOLY IHOULD EvrR 
HAVE HAD TO COMPLAIN or COMPETITION IN ITI IUI'Ntl' 0' CARRYINe LETTER'. UT 'ROM 
tHE VERY INCE.tION or THE CON"DERATE PO.TAL .ERVICI. ITI MONO'OLY RIGHT' IERE VI. 
OLATED CONTINUALLY AND IIT~ IMPUNITY By T"I EX.Rr •• co PANI" 0' THE SOUTH, THE 
CHIE' O,tENDER It'HG THAT ~HO.N AS T~E SOUTHERN tXPRtS. COMPANY. (AT THE OUTIREAK 
OY THE Q'V'~ w.~ THE ADA.' (XPRC •• CO.PANY TURNCO ITI ROUTtl IN THE OUTHERN ST.TE •• 
tN -HICH IT HAD (N~OYtD A COYPL[TE MONOPOLY, OVER TO THt AOAMI.SOUTHERN tXPRta. COMe 
PANY. CAtATED IY THE OEORO.A COUR" 'OA TH~ PURPO'E O~ AI'UMING TH" aUI'N,.I. THE 
ADAMI E~P~II' CD PANY HAt HELD TO THe PAEltNT DAY A DOMINANT .NTtAE,T IN THI. A.IOO •• 
ATION, IHICH IT CRtATEO TO 'AOILITATE aUIINEal DURtNG THE WAR.) 

THE CONFEDtRATe OONGAIII, IN THt riA.' Irr 0' LA.I PREICR'IED 'OA THt NCW 
PO.T OrytCE oe'ART.'NT, ENDEAVORED TO aA"OUARD IT Y A CLAuaE PAOHIIIT'Na -CXPAE" 
AND OTHER CHARTeRED co PANlt'· 'ROM CARRYINO ANY LETTERI UNLE" THEV .t~E PREPAID 
BY IEINa 'NCLOICO IN A ITAMP~D ENVELOPl or TH' CONFEOERACY. A VIOLATION or THE ACT 
WAI 'UNI'~A L~ .ITH A r'VE HUNDRED POLLA. ~'N'. "N Ar.IN THAT NEITHER ITAMPI 
NOR eTAMPro ENVELope. O~ TH~ CONrtO£RACV WtRE VET O.TAINA'LE, CONGR'., R~Nt.'O AND 
ENU"ot.O TH' AOT Of' ff.:e.UAAV Z3, .'VINe THt a:X .. RC.I GOMPAN"8 QRII:AT[A P".v".tQ£' 
ANO AT TME lAM' TI., IMPOI'NG GREATER AtITRfCT'ON8 AND PtNALTl£, TO 'RtV,"T vIOLATION. 
IT .AI •• or ·LAW~UL rOA T~E OITUAITER-GENERAL TO ALLOW EXPR£ •• ANO OTMe CHAATIRtO 
COUPANICI TO CARRY LEtTtR., AND ALL NAIL MATTER 0' EVERY orICAIPfION, WHETHtR TMC 
8AU' It ENeLO.Eo IN ITAMPED tNVlLOPtl OR PREpAID tN If AM"', OR MONEY.- By THE MAIL 
.ATTeA ••• TN TNl MONEY COLLeCTEO rOR POITAOE, WAI TO IE TU N(O IN TO 10M' POITMAITrR 
TO Ie ITAMP[O PAID. CANCELLATION or ITAM" ON LeTTERt AND .ACKAotl PREPAID WAI tHe 
JOINED ON THE COU.ANY. ·UNDtR THt PINALTY or "VE HUNDRtO OOLLARI rOR EACH 'AILURE.
IATTtR .,VIN THE COM.ANY TO MAIL AND NOT TO OELlveR "AD TO aE PA~'AfO AT THE AC •• 
U~A~ POITAL RATe. Y~O. T~£ P~ACt .HlRE THt COMPANY ~'CE'vto tT TO IT. De8fIN.TION. 
THt 'TAMP' I"NO C'UCELLED AT TH' POINT 0' M.'LIN.. TM' lAME ACT REqUIRtD [ACH AOENT 
O~ EXPR'" COYPANI£' TO TA., OATH TO COMP~V FAITH'ULLY WITH TME ~AI' RELATING TO 
CAARYING OF _AIL ANO oeLltERATINO ~O'TAQ~ aTA PI. IN CAll THE POIT.AIT£ -Q~MtRAL 
IHOULD REfUSE TO AL~O. AN exp.", co PANV TO CARRY LITTERa, IT .AI PAOBAILY 'NTENDEO 
THAT H( 'MOULO 'A~L aACK ON THE OLD UNITED aTA'" L •••• WHIOH MADE IT AN O'~ENI'. 
',NAILt AT 1150 rOA A PAIYATt (XPRC" CGMPANY TO CARRY VA'LAILE MATERIAL, -tXCEPT 
NEWI'A'lRI. '.MPMLtTB, MAGAZ'NCI AND PERIOOICALI.-

MR. REAIAN QUOTED TH'" LA •• FULLY IN "t. ,t.'T or'IC1AL CO pLAINT AOAIN.T 
THt COUAlt BtlNG PURSUED IV TNt SOUTHERN EXPAEa, COM'ANY, fHE ONLY COMPANY THtN KNOWN 
TO CARRY MAILAILI MATT£R. HI DEOLAAED THAT NUMCROU, rRAUD. WERt "'NO PCRPETRATEO 
IV THi COMPANY'S 'G,NT' UPON THE ReVENUtS or tHC OEPART.tNT. THAT THE 'RAUDa. IN 
THt AIIR£OAT[, AMOUNTED TO A YERY lARGe 'UM •• At REveALED IV A 'P[C'AL INvtl"IATION. 
THE '~PRE" COMPANY'. R~NOtRIN" TO 'UCH POIT or',C'1 AI THOlr AT AVANNAH, eMAALEerON. 
COLUM.'., AND IL •• NOTON, HAD OCCREA'EO FROM AIOUT ZOO tACH P~R MONTH TO aUM' RANOlNG 
,Aoa 1,30 to "ve AND TIN CtNTe. fHe 'OITMA.TIR-OENIRAL ORDEREO PAOI'CUTtON' ,ROUGHT 
.CAINaT TH' COYPANY, IVT " WAB rOUND THA~ TWE LAW. rRE INAOEQUATt. THt outNERN 
EXPA~'6 CO»PANY WAI HOT CHARTtAID IN rVERV aTAlt IHtAt IT OPtRATEO, THEREFORE ~RO'. 
CCUTION COULD NOT IU.TAINtO AGAIN" IT. THE ONLY _£NALTY PROVIDED WAI • ,tNC 
AGAINaT 'AlLURE TO ·OBLITERATE POI'AOE ITAMP'- ON LeTT£R. P.'PAIO IY BTAMP'. ANO TH.I 
WA. TO IE .lat.l,o AQAIN T THE COUPANY 'TltLr AND HOT AQAIN'T AN, PtAIOH CONN£CTtD 
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.ITH, OR EMPLovtD Y IT. ceORO'N LV, TM 0 TUAITt - ENtRAL EFU.ED TO ALLOW THE 
SOUTHERN [XPRl •• COMPANY TO CARRV ANY MAILABLE AlTCR NOT EARIN 8TAMPI, AND LO , 
NO TIME 'N RECOMMENDING AN AD UATE EV'8Ig r THt POSTAL LA •• 0 TNt' IU,JECT. 

TH'I ~'COM.£NOAT'ON 'AI e'VEN 8Y THE PRE,IOtNT TO tONGRE'S rOR tTl ·CARErUL ATTENTION-, 
AND IT RtlULTro IN TH' ,A.aA E or THE ACT or APRIL l~, , 2. 

THI' ACT .'UPLV ITRUOk OUT or THE ITAJUT'. 'UCH PART. or THE CONrEDERATE 
( AOTNtNTI CONOtRN'NG THE CARRV'NG or THE A'LI 8Y (XPAI , co PAN' AI HAD "EN 
AODtD TO THt UN'TEO TATE LAW ON THE IAMt 'UIJleT. THAT II, NOTHING IUT THt OLD 
P OHIBItORY LA. 0' THE UNITtO STATES .A. LEFT IN ,'r'CT. THC ACT eXPL.CITLY 'A'D 
THAT THE LA'. "CPEALCO HAD IEEH NO UOR( THAN AOD'TIONI 0 txC PTION TO THC OLD LA', 
WHICH HAO IN NOW.IC 'EI" AeROQATED OR REPEALeD .v 'HEM. IT WAI ALao '.PR"'LY PROe 
VIOIO THAT rRAUDI UPO~ TH' ReVtNU" or EPA 'MENT AND Y'OLATION' 
0' TM LAW' JU T CPtALtD I NT E PM 'E 0 0 A A.N TAD ~UNIGHtD UNOE~ T" LAW' 
'X"T'N~ At IHt TIME THE tRAUD VIULATIOh AI CQ UI"eD. IT •• EVIDENT THAT rVEAY 
errORT .AI MAO' TO CLoae ALL PO.II'LE LOOPHOL£I THAOUIH WHICH THt SOUTNERN (XPAt •• 
COMPANY M'IHT ENDEAVOR TO E'CAPC rROM ITa LEGAL 'MTANOLEMtNTI. 

eUT -NEITHER LAW N R IDLE." OATH'- ~OULO "HO THt SOUTHCRH ·XPACI. COUPANY, 
HIC~ CONTINU£O YO VIOLATE THE LAW ,.TH -AUDAC'OU8 .OLON' ••• • MOREOVER, THE PO"e 

MAITER-.tNt AL_ IN TH~ *P IN~ OF 186 , 0 CLA CO THAT PC II'TENT "rORTI 8£ I "'NI 
MAOE -TO GET A PUILIC O"NION IN FAVOR r lHE OUTHCRN Ex Rra COYPANY ••••••• AND 
THAT, TOO, av UNJUIT COMPAR,aONa 0' IT. F4CILITIE AND Ua£,uLNt., .ITM THO.' or THE 

I POST Orr'CE D'PA~TW£NTD. HI .A6 A AZtD -THAT TN Y 5HOULO HAVE TH~ aAAZEN [,rRONflRY 
TO PROVOkt IUQH OOWPAA"ONS- IN TM' rACE 0' TH"A LA_Lt •• ACT. UT THl TAUTH .,' t 
TO at THA' THtl GERYle,a. At 50 OEalAA Lt TRAT PEOPLE ru N"H'O THEY LARa, NUMBIRt 
0' LITT£AI AND PAOKA' TO C.A~Y OV~ LINtl YHAT E~t ALSO MAIL MOUTt. IT aEGAN TO 

, HINTtO THAT THE OUTHERU tXPR£I. COMPA~V COULO O£LJVE MORE QUI~~LY THAN THt POll 
o,r", ~OULO, - EVEN THAT TH" GOVERNMENT HAD NO rUNDAWENTAL RIGHT TO TH[ PO'TAL MON
OPOLY. ANO THE PO.TMAITER-GENERAL .AI INGCNICO TO riND THAT THE COMPANY HAD -AOOPTED 
THt IUtTERFU8£- or ADVISING TkAT ALL .AIL TO ., CA~At£D IY THE. 'HOULO .£ .ARKED A' 
THOUI" If CONTAINtO .O"£Y_ THt COMPANY ACTtNQ ON TN luppoat'toN THAt THEY HAD THE 
AIGHT TO c. Y N[Y PAOkAGE.. T~u' THt OOMPANY HO~C~ to A COUPLlaH -'Ht OOU L£ PUR
PO t OF [VADIN. TH£ ~ •• AHa or eXTORTING A LARQ'R PR'C£ 'OR THE CONVeYANCE OF SUCH 
LtTTt •• 8 I .~tTt or ALL TM.', THE ATTOANEY.QCHtRAL WA Lue7ANf TO PROCEEO AIAIHIT 
rHE co PANV OR ANY or 'f' [UPLovtta. HE H LO ACM 8[CAUGt THt COM ANY W.5 HOT IN
CORPORATED_ A~O IHTIMAT ~. 10 ,lAIAN ~EARO, THAT THt LAW VA. UNCO~'fltUtIONAL. WR. 
REAGAN rOUHO IT 'MPOISIeLE TO UNDER 'A D 'UON AN ATTITUDE. .r. T"E LAW WAI Df,CCTIVE, 
HE WANTED TO KNOW IT_ IN GROtR tHAT Ht MIGHT THEN 8 IHo THt MATltA aErORE COHQRt •• 
AHO HAVE A REMIOY P ovaOEO. TO THI6 EHO HE 0 0 r~ A PROf,curiON AIAIN.T THE ' OUTHe 
, N [XPRE'C OUP.NY -'N A NUUlt 0' CA.'. WHtRt THEY HAD "N PIT eftD IN viOLATION 
0' THE LA'-' UT THt At'ULr& or TN 'E PRoa,cutJON' 00 HOT A PEA. 

txPtR'CNCC .HOWEO ·THAT NOTHING 'HOAT 0' f , UO&T tTAINGrN' AN THOROUGH 
L£ •• aLATloN, (XGLUDING ALL OOUIT. AND eUA ~IH. A,A'Na, tVA •• ON,· _OULD Ie YE TO 
CO~ACCT THI (VIL. TNt POIT.A*TIA-GENCAAL WANTED A LA THAT WOULD P OVIDt ADEQUATE 
PINALT'ta AN~ PUNI.HUINT' FOR YIOLATIOMa OY THt LA •• Ht ANTlD TH€ LAW TO AtACH ALL 
CO.PAN"', .HtT EA CORPORAT' OR HOT, AND [ACH 0' THrtR EMPLOYEE, AI WILL A. lVCRY 
~( aON WHO SHOULD PATAOM.tt, EN~OURA.', Oft A •••• ' THeu IN 'H,IA VIOLAT'ON OF fHE LAW.(~ 

(e) rRO. CPO T or POITUA TrR (NCAAL, aVE.eIR 7, I 64. AT THI. LATE 04T£ 
THt LI'E or THE CONFtO Aey IT APpeAR. 'HAT NOTHING FURTHER WA. DONt TO CORRteT 

THt ,'TUATION. V. D. VAce/ 
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CABLE AODRESS 

KLEINS'TAM P " 

TELEPHONE 

" PENYPAKR 0769" 

EUGENE KLEIN 
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

212 SOUTH 13TH STREET 

PHI LA DEL PHI A . P A . April 3, 1943 
MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGO 1911 . 

Ne:w YORK, 1913 . WIEN 1923 . f'v'\ONTREAL 1925, 

WIEN 1933 AND LONDON 1934 

, 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 

Mr. J.G. Fleckenstein 
419 Union Street 
Ionia 
Michigan 

Dear Mr. Fleckenstein: 

' . 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ' March 15 
returning lot No. 106, the perforations of which 
have been questioned. I examined the stamp and be
lieve that one side has been reperforated. I am, 
therefore, accepting its return and have credited 
you with the full amount. 

The fact that the stamp had a good name on its back 
caused its inclusion in the sale without any further 
examination. Judge Rosen purchased this stamp 
several years ago as a perfect specimen. 

Sincerely yours, 

EUGENE KLEIN 

EK:FBS 



YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS! 

A MEMO FROM-

116 Nassau St. 

NEW YORK CITY 

Tel. BEekman 3·3524 

4 January 1944. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Hop TO U don't min my sondin~ 
j u intere s ti·'" ov r-rs now And then tha t come to 
my att er, lon. I know that -vou lJ... to SGe them, 
an :- - Iso know tha t '\TOU 8 a bu~y 1 so som _ l'S 

~ m torn be~veen 0 ideas as to whethAr to 
00 ~ cu o~ n o+ . 

The enclos AQ ~1~ ~ plus one 
he s b20urht for ,,:;h 13 E i nte re sting the orie s from 
local collectors . Your own COIDmnnts would b e 
apprecia ted. 

A stamped envelopo is enclosed 
for your convani onc A in roplying. ':1 th kindest 
though belated greetings for 1944, I am 

Sincerely, 

/7/ . /j 
'~~-f!'/ 
,. "'~"'" (1' 

• Downtown New York's Largest Personal Service Stamp Dealer • 
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Mr . Herm n Herst Jr., 
116 NasGQu St., 
NeVI YO:i."k, N.Y. 

De r r. Herst: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan. 10, 1943. 

Herewith ' the cover you were kind enough to enclose in 
yours of the 4th. I am alw y gl d to ee any cover that 
is unusual so I assure you I am always pleased to he r 

~. 

from you. 

I suppose this use wa o in 1868 or 1869, probably the for. ere 
r haven't a P.O. list of those two yearo but I h ve lists 
of 1867 and 1870 and in both, offices nt 14 geets Corners 

nd Seneca Falls are li~ted. If you will ~efer to map I think 
you will find that the former is only about four or five roilec 
from 'Lhe latter. 

I think that wh t h ppened was this. When the letter rrived 
at Magee 's Corners, the addresseo was visiting (?) t Seneca 
F 118. The letter ~ s carried priv' tely over to th t tcr/n nd 
ro-mailed s Drop Letter. This accounts for the Seneca Falls 
postmark and thE; absence of postml rk t Magee's Corners. H d 
the letter been "for'arded" nd reI!l::liled at H gee'''' Corners, it 
would have been po .. t marked t th t office nd the po. t ge tOuld 
h ve been 3¢. By cnrrying the letter over to Senec F lIs and 
remai1ing it s a Drop, the sum of 2¢ was sed. 

Do you not aerea th t the above io probably the co~rect 
olution? 

Sincerely your , 



Mr. Lambert W. Gerber, 
Tamaqua, Penna. 

Dear Mr. Gerber: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dec. 23, 1942. 

Herewith the 30i 1869 face of cover. I believe this 
cover is perfectly good and I cannot find anything 
wrong with it. I see nothing queer about the tl year" in 
the French marking, hence I believe the use was actually 
from New York on July 6, 1869. The combination of the 
French p.m. and the red New York prove that the rate on 
the letter was actually 30i, hence the only supposition 
that all might not be right would be to suppose that the 
30i 1869 was substituted for a 30¢ of the previous issue. 
I cannot find a bit of evidence after a careful examina
tion under my Hanovia lamp that this was done. 

This was a Seybold cover and while I have seen several 
fakes from his collection, I have every reason to believe 
this item is O.K. 

In addition, I have seen other covers from this same 
correspondence which I had no cause to question, and I 
have also seen several covers from the same correspondence 
which I considered were bad. 

For example, have you a copy of Sourenfs, 

"Philately of Tomorrow" 
Vol. 1 #2? 

If so trun to pages 46 and 47 etc. Here was a "Seybold" 
cover from the same "Cotter" correspondence, a use from 
New York on Aug. 21, 1869. Warren Colson attempted to sell 
this cover (with a 30i 1869) to Bradley Martin for the sum 
of ~275.00 . Souren pronounced the cover a fake, and I think 
his opinion was correct, as the stamp originally used was un
doubtedly a l5i 1869. 

There is no Charge for the above 
to get a record of such items. 

cause I am only too glad 

." 



PHONE PLAZA 3 - 6077 

Y. SOUREN 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 

Stanley ~. Ashbrook, Esq. 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

BET. S3RD AND 54TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

July 16 , 1943. 

While I was going through some old things the other day, I ran 
across the enclosed cover with a 90¢ 1861 which was Lot #2873 
in the first Knapp sale. 

When Mr. Eehr returned from showing the lots at that time, he 
had made the notation that you suggested that the cover should 
be withdrawn from the sale as it was not what it should be. 

I recall that he gave me some notations made at the time you saw 
the cover, but I can't find them, and I'd appreciate it. if you 
would look over the cover again and write me -.hy you condemned 
it. 

Take your time about it, I am in no hurry. I enclose a stamped 
envelope for its return, When you have the time. 

Sincerely yours, 

YS: s 



.., 
• 

Mr. Y. Souren, 
394 Park Ave., 
Ne York, N. Y. 

Dear ~r. Souren: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

July 19, 1943 • 

I Yours of the 16th received . I am returning herewith the 90¢ 
cover to China . I haveirecollection of finding any fault with 
the enclosed cover when Teddy ~as here with the Knapp sale in 
April 1941, nor have I any memo in my catalogue that I had any 
doubt about the cover are that t e . After examining tho cover 
carefully, I fail to sae ~here I ght have found something 
suspicious . However, I am not doubting Teddy's wor~ in the 
least and if he says that I didn't like the cover, then it is 
quite possible he is right . 

I note the cover was withdrawn fron the sale but I can hardly 
i~agine that it was lithdra~n simply because I might have ex
pressed some suspicion of it . 

Wh le the postmark is not leg blo I judge it is the re fore:gn 
mail l~kin of hilndelphin. . The grids confirm this .• 

T 1e use was Y"ay 1863 and the rate to Shanghai at this time, by 
ritish r~ail , Via southampton, l1as 45¢' PCI' half ounce . The large 

penciled "2ft in 10 'er right sho s the letter was over fi· ounce , 
hence a double rate of 90¢'. It was carried to Englar.d Via Arneric n 
Packet, (dou.btless by "The City 0: .anchester" of the Inman Line -
from l! . Y .• on May 9, 1863) . On such a letter the u.s . P. D. D. ould 
be entitled to 2 X 2l~ (16~ sen plus 5~ internal) nd the Erltish 
2 X 24~. total. 90¢:. 

The latter credit of 48~ to the British is in red ink above the 
double rate credit II . " Thus everything seems to be in order so 
far as I can see and I can't imagine hy I would have found any 
fault .ith tho cover back in 1941. 

ry present opinion 1s that the cover is perfectly genuine . If 
you ~eeree I 1ill welcome your comment . 

If Teddy's statement lE correct perhap he can recall why I 
questioned the cover . 

;1th est ishes, I am 
Sincerely yours, 



TELEPHONE 

PLAZA 3·6482 

APPRAISALS FOR SALE, 
PROBATE 1;; INSURANCE 

DIRECTORS 

H.R.HARMER B.O. H AR 

F.T . BUCK 

M H. MAHONEY 

, 

~. 

I NTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCT I ONEERS 

32 EAST 57 TH STREET 
NEWYORK 22, N .Y. 

ALSO AT 39'42 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON,W.1. 

ESTABLISHED OVER ~O YEARS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

22nd 
October 
1951 

CABLES 

HARMERSALE ,N EW YORK 

WEEKLY PUBL IC A UCTI ONS OF 

RARE POSTA GE STAMPS 

AUCTIONEERS OF THE 

"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION 

I am enclosing Cover which is to be lot #123 
or the Souren sale ir it is genuine. 

Apparently, this was in the Knapp sale and was 
withdrawn. 

Your early advice and assistance will be appreciated. 

BDH:is 
enclosure cover 
cc: Mr. Ezra D.Cole 

Very truly yours, 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS ALL EM PLOYEES BONDED 



Qot. ?5. 1951. 

r. Bernard D. Hamer, 
~ H. R. Har:aar Co., Ino., 

32 Qst 57th ~.t. , 
ew York 2~, N.Y. 

n ar r. HeImer: 

I enclosing the 90¢ 1861 cover here~ith 8 per ;yours of the 22nd. 
I have no reoolleotion hatso8vcr th t I ever quest!oned this cover, 1n 
taot, ! do not note a thing about the oover that is questionable. Yes, th18~ 
cover W 8 in the Knapp First ale, ~md 88 Lot ?873. I sent for the cover at 
that time 8Ild photogre hed 1 t end there 18 no mano in r!JY files that I ques .. 
tioned 1 t in the slightest de ree. I 8 aware the t i ij was withdrawn from 
the Knepp le but I em sure that I hP.d nothing to do ith thut action by 

Souren. 

Tho following is un excha.D8e of correspondenoe th t I had lith Y. 
Souren in 1943: 

ItStanley • shorook, I.8q. 
434 iOuth Gmm venue 
Fort ThoE8S. Kentucky. 

Dear L r. Ashbrook: 

' hile I B @,:!.ng throueh scme old thing the other ~e1. 1 ran 
aoross the enolo ad cover ith a 90¢ l8()1 'hich was to •. 2873 
in the ir8t Kna p S81e. 
hen r. Behr returned from show! the lots at th t tine. he 

h d mode the not tion that you 8u86ested th t the cover Should 
be ithdrB\~ fr the 8ale as it 88 not what it should be. 
I recall th t he ave 1!l6 SO!l8 notations made at the twe you 88 

the cover. but I can't find them. and I'd appreaiQte it. it you 
ul.d look: ov r ' e COy r again nd \" !'1te m why you cond ned it. 

Take you r timl':l about it. I am in no hurry. I enolo e n at rlped 
en elop for its return, hen you have the ti e. 

Sincerely y urs, 

1 (signed) Y. Souren 

My reply to th, bove as 88 follows: 

.~ 



.2. 
r. Bern rd D. H romer, Oct. 25. 1951. 

I r. Y. Souren, July 19, 1943. 
39 slY. 

ew YOIi!:, 

Doar r. ouroD.: 

Your of tho 16th received. I returning here lth the 90¢ 
coval' to Chins. I huve no ~oolleotlon of finding any fault 
1th the enclo ed cov r hen Teddy's here With the Knapp 

sale in April 1941, nor have I Any ne~o 1n oy coteloeue that 
I had any douht about the covor at th t t! e. l.'tor exnr.lin
iDS the cover carefully, I tail to see h.re I mi bt h vo 
found sooothing suspicious. Ho~:ev r, I am not doubting 
Teddy's ord in the 1e at and it he ye th t I didn't like 
the cover, then it is uite po .. slble ho is ri6ht. 

I note the cover s ithdra;n fran the sale but I can h rdly 
imaGino th t 1 t s i tMra a1 ply because 01 mt have ex-
pressed e suspicion of it. 

Ihlle the post rk is not lee;ible I judge it is the rod for
eign 0811 r' ina of Philadelphia. The Brids oonfirm this. 

The u a ias ,6/ 1863 and t e rnte t(\ • hanBha! at this title, by 
British s11, Via South pton, a8 45¢ per halt olnce. The 
large penciled '2' in 10' r right ho a the letter 8 over t 
ounce, h nee a double rate of 90¢. It 85 carried to "1ls1anl:l 

18 eriC n Packet, (douhtless by 'The City of anchester t of 
the Inman Line - fran N. • on o.y 9, 1863). On such a letter 
the U •• P.O.D. ould be entitled to 2 x ?l¢ (16¢ ea plus 5¢ 
internal) an~ the British 2 x 24¢. total 90¢. 

The latter oredit of 48¢ to ~Jle British i8 in red ink abovo 
the double rftte credit '2.' Thuu aVAryth1ne s eMB to be in 
order so f. r s I can sea and I can't 1 8ine hy I ould havo 
found any fault !th the cover back in 1941. 

y present opinion 1s th t the cover i p fectly enuine. If 
you d1 oroe I 111 olcome your co ent. 

If Ted yts stat ent ls correct perhaps he can r collln1 ! 
questioned the cover. 

1th b at Shes. I a 
Sj,ncere1y yours, I 

In smuch 
that the tter a 

I hove no cop~ of any reply to the above 1ctt.r it 1s posulble 
drop d. 

believe t t thi cover is perfectly cenuine nd I he e signed it on 
th b ck s such. y fee for the e ove 1 5.00 plus retum po. t ce. 

ith kinde t _ 8erda -
Sincerely yours, 

Copy to 
~7.. 8 D.Cole . 
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~lERCHAWrS' BANK, 

l'lnV OltLEANS. 
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 So. Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan, 

April 13, 1943. 
New Orleans, La. 

I have just come from Raymand Weill's where I got 
my first glimpse of the West catalog. I hope mine is at home 
when I get there Saturday. 

He had some 1869 covers which he offered me. The 
prices seem very high and I think they are entirely too much 
even if they are good. I asked him to send them to you to look 
at for me. The same he is doing today and the information you 
give me is understood to be for me alone. That's the deal. I am 
not to be put on the position of getting free advice for others. 
He understands that. 

In the first place the 30¢ and 15¢ type I on cover " 
is an item I knew you wanted to see if it is real. You n9te the 
year date of 69 did not get on the 30¢ cover but did on the rest 
No doubt you will note the early date of use after issue. The 
French "Viva-andos" or whatever it is means to see the back. Theee 
you will find the new address. I send the other covers to show the 
other correspondence. Weill says he knows this family here in 
New Orleans. I dont know what that means. But it is a shame the 
69 missed the best cover. Note the Insufficiently Paid on the 
poor type I 15¢ cover. Note the 37 on the back of all these covers. 
I am sure you will enjoy the many markings on these. He asks ( and 
may take a little less) for the 30-15 cover $550; for the best 
l5¢ ty~e I cover $100; for the poorer one with the "Insufficiently 
Paid" $65""; the two 30¢ grilled l867s at $28 and $15; the 1 ttle 
cover with the 3¢ is simply to show more of the same correspondence. 
Of course the only one of i lterest would be the two best ones and 
more explicitly, the 30-15 one. But isn't that out of all reason 
for this cover.? 

He says you may hold them until I have either seen you 
or hear from you. So you may get a chanoe to write me at home. If 
they are fakes just send them baok to him in New Orleans right 
away and that much will be behind me. 

I may call you Sunday although it is very hard to get " 
calls thru these days. 

~Cf~\~ 
~~t 
MA 9~_1 -A-. 

Sinoerely, 



• • 

I 

Dear L::n: 

434 outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

April 16, 19~3 - Friday A. M. 

The 1B69 covers ca.o in this morning. Here is a list in case .~ 
you want it for reference: 

(. ) ::SO¢' plus 15i Typo I - ~T . G. June 14 (1869) 
..~ed . Y. Jun 19·" ith 18 (18t cred_t) • 

( '1) 15i lrype' I - N. o. June 15 (1869) - red 
N. Y . Jur~e 19 lth (;) (6¢'"Credlt). TOO-blue French shows fl69" 

I might add that tho above are absolutely O.K. in every respect 
und are good as gold. Note t1ut both he~e left Ne YOI' by the 
same hip on Jtne 19, 1869. :y record 07Q th t there was a ~ 
mail to France on June 19, 1869, Amor e Packet to G • • , hence by 
.. uch a ship e we7'o Gnt~ tJ.ed to 9¢' out or fHlCh l5¢', srune be ing 3i 
U. s. inte~nal plus 6i ~ea . T us on each rate there should be 
n credit of 6¢ to France. 

The rt 1" cover, e. t.riple, ~hows 18¢' creditor 3 X 6. The II B I
' shows 

the single or 6i. I have a ~ecord of another genuine 15¢ cover 
that ;ene by this same -ail with Rod N. Y. June 1 and 1'6 11 credit. 
These t/O covers should be kept together, as one (A) is from No 
Orleans 0 June 14, 1869, the other on June 15, 1869 and both from 
N.Y. on June 19, 1869. 

So f~r , your 30~ 1869 cover is the earliest known use of the 30¢ 
stamp. It is from N. O. on June 11, 1869, and the catalogue date 
1s taken from your cover. Did you kno this? 

(C) 15¢ 1869 - Type 1 from N.O. on June 21, 1869 - From N.Y. on 
June 26 , 1869 by French Packet , "26 Juin 69 11 IIInsuff1cient1y Paid ." 
This is quite nice as a cover, though t e stamp is off center and 
you should buy it cheap. T is letter was over 1/4 ounce, hence 
was rated as entirely unpaid. y French Packet e ~ re only en
titled to z4 per single, hence the 1,1.1. ench collected :30i and this 
letter or "16T! decimes and ~e debited them 6¢, thus the black Ney, 
York of June 26 lith this !l6t! debi~ 

A ain regarding the "A" cover, 1 t ink t e killer (struck twice) 
is the same as on your 30¢ 1869 cover of June 11. I think a 
careful comparison dll confirm this , hence this 11 " cover conf1rms 
the genuineness of your :30¢ cover. 

( ,) :30¢ Grill from U.O. on June 28 , 1869 by Amer . Packet. 'llh1s is 
a double rate, hence the credit should be 2 X 6 (as above). The 
red ·.Y. is July :3 and the credit is 12. The blue French is 1116 
JUrI 69 ft

• 

(F) 30~ Grill fro N.O. the next day or June 29 , 1869, also by Amor . 



, 
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• 
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#2. r. E. C. Krug, April 16, 1943. , 

Packet from N.Y. by same ship as above on July 3. The credit 
is correct, viz., "12." 

Th~ stamp on "Ef! is clor'e at left and bottom and you should 
get this cover at a reasonable price. The stamp on "F" is not 
bad bul. the cancel is heavy. As there is no question about th~ 
grill on both you should acquire these two if you puroh8se the 
above three. 

(G) 3¢ 1869 ... J neat l:..ttle cover end should go with the above. 

If .e ill has any more items from this correspondence why not buy 
~he entire lot? ~ corrospondence lll~e this mounted in order of 
muilJng makes n very fine showing and eliminates all question of 
monkey business. 

He .. Knapp sole - Locs 1786 and 1"87 were fakes so these prices 
don't mean a thing. I can say thiS, a genuino·00i plus 15i 1869 
co~rer is mig,hty rar. !Vhile 500.00 loots avil'ully high, I may 
be all ron· , nd! ould hate to risk offering this cover to 
1 r. ~ewbury t '11'500.00 if I didn't want him to buy it. 

Em the best advice I can give you is this. See !hat you can do 
with We ill. See ~f tou can't get him to listen to reason nd l e t 
you have all the cove:rs from thi .... ~orrespondence t a reasonable 
flture. But think tlVice before YOll turn any of them down . Tn ~e 
is a t erriflc<le'iiland for 1869 covers and if this 3~i plus I5¢' was 
put up at auction there Slrc would e some competition for it. 

If .eill knOTS this family I suggest you do this. Get him to give 
you a lette~ tating what he knows about them and th t t e 
corr~spondence ea e direct to him from the :am1ly. This lett r 
is not necessary but it is nice to have such a thing. Come people 
might value it more than my guarantee of genuineness. 

The auction lots (as follows) also came in fl'om RheinhI3.1~dt! 

1131 - A Pl. 6 co y all ri[.,;ht. Cover . not much a: d sta.mp should be 
taken off. nd mounted a'" a si. ,gle. I uggest you bid 4.60. 

# 77 - Close nt top, but a sheet and worth Iv.75, if you bid. 

#127 - Yes, this is superb, with 'board .alk margins. .'orth bid 
of 16.aO. 

#128 - J n old pa i of mine ,hioh I sold Jacobs. Not good enough 
for you • 

. #129 - Described as Type 2. This is a IlIA from Plate Eleven. 
I suggest a bid of 9.80 as it 1s a good example of an unwiped plate 
eleven copy. A little clo~c at top, hence type is not distinct. 

# 130 - I don't think you ant this because the crack copy 23L2 s 
cut by perfs at left. If you want to chance a bid. of 35 .00 you 
might get n ba~ga1n. 

150 - Not a pigeon nor even any relation to a Pink. It me mo~e 
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~sembles a PIgeon than black resembles white . 

jot #171 - Same as above - No relation whatsoever to the violet. 

~ot 172 - Paper is yellow, hence far from superb - not for you . 

~ot 188 - not bad, but not worth over 2 .00. 

Lot 189 - The green is a fake . 
, 

I am I'eturning the catalogu.e pages, herewith so that you can bid 
·on arty of the abov lots if you care to. 

Out of the postage you sent me I paid the postage both ways on 
these Rheinhardt lots. It looks to me like a lot of the things 
in this sale came from Jacobs. 

I had a letter from Jessup this A. M. and he will meet my train in 
• Clevela.nd. the night of' the 23rd and go down with me . 

I also had a letter from Ralter Scott accepting my invitation to 
have lunch with n:e on Sahu'day_ I \\·ant you a d Jessup to join us . 
1 know you will be gr,ntly intere ted in mecti~ Scott and hearing 
some interesting stuff.. It is po<:!sible that Harold Brooks will 
also be with us . 

Tllis should :."eac~"l you Sa tv.rday nicht . 

t ith best regards, 

Yours etc ., 

P. S.--I will hold tho Weil~ covere pending further instructions and 
in case you acquire them I \nll go to work on them at once to 
put them in proper shape and will , (if agreeable) take them down 
to J.~e 'I York so that you can show the bo~ some fine items . 

s . 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
4.34 South Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

May 27, 194.3. 

It is a source of great satisfaction to have met you person
ally on your recent brief trip to New York and I only regret that I saw 
so little of you. I hope the future will afford an opportunity of 
correcting this. 

Ezra Cole bought some of the Hawaiian covers for me at the 
West sale. One of them, with deep regret, I returned. It was described 
as having a 5¢ thick paper, Scott's No.5, which, on examination, it 
isn't. It was not the thin white paper, Scott's No.8. Therefore, it 
could only have been Scott's No. 9a which could not have belonged to 
this cover which was dated several years before 9a was available. I 
wrote to Phil Ward about it and returned it to him. He shouldn't feel 
so badly as my purchases were quite large, running in excess of $1600.00. 

I have just secured a very interesting and philatelically val
uable cover at the Powers sale by Kelleher and I am letting you know 
because you may want to make note of it. It is franked with a 5¢ Hawaiian 
thin paper, Scott's No.8, and a 12¢ U. S. 1851. It Vias postmarked in 
Honolulu on September 8, 1857. This is nearly a month earlier than Luff's 
reported earliest date of October 6 and is the earliest I have ever seen 
or heard of. It helps me conSiderably in the explanation of the 5¢ sur
charge on the 1.3 red as the seven known covers with the surcharge on, of 
which I have record, run from February to August 1857. Use of the sur
charge was evidently discontinued when the new 5¢, Scott's No.8, arrived 
and were distributed. 

I am enclosing herewith three covers which I recently obtained. 
I would appreciate your examining and expreSSing your opinion on these. I 
am enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope for your reply. My analysis 
is, of course, subject to free criticism and expression of opinion by you. 
They are as follows: 

~ (1) Cover with 10¢ Yellow-Green 1861 U. S., postmarked Honolulu, 
U. S. Postage Paid, November 2.3, 1864, San Francisco, December 8. During 

-.. 
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15, 
this period, namely, from about July 1, 1863 to October~1867, the U. S. 
postage rate was 3¢ + 2¢ ship letter, or 5¢ for a single rate, 8¢ for a 
double rate, and so on, so this was mailed in Honolulu nearly a year 
after the U. S. postage rate of lO¢ for single rate had been abandoned 
and the lower rate in effect. It seems to me tha~ this could either 
have been a stampless letter on which the Hawaiian postage rate of 5¢ 
was paid in cash and the 5¢ for single rate and ship letter was paid in 
cash and this lOt does not belong on this letter. You will notice it is 
not tied but, again, even when the U. S. stamp is legitimately on the 
letter, it is frequently not tied by the circular cogwheel cancellation. 
Could it be possible that this letter was written in one of the outlying 
Islands and that someone not familiar with the rate change thought it was 
still lO¢ and paid 17¢ at his local branch postoffice for the Hawaiian 
5¢, ship 2¢, and lO¢ U. S.? Or could it be possible that the lO¢ charge, 
namely, Hawaiian 5¢, ship 2¢ and U. S. 3¢, or lO¢ in all, were thought 
to be covered by the lO¢ U.S.? This latter does not seem possible be
cause the Hawaiian postoffice v/ould not have secured their 5¢. I am 
therefore inclined to believe that either the sender was not familiar 
with the change in postage rate, had a lOt U. S. stamp which he placed 
on it and paid the Hawaiian rate and the ship letter rate in cash or 
that the lOt stamp does not belong on this cover. 

(2) Cover with 5¢ 1861, postmarked Honolulu December 2, 1867, 
postmarked San Francisoo January 4, 1868. There was evidently collected 
from the addressee 8¢, namely, it was treated as a "collect" letter, not 
prepaid - 2¢ ship fee and double 3¢, or 6¢, as -not prepaid. If this 
were the case, the 5¢ does not belong on the cover. Again, it has the 
San Francisco circular cogwheel and is not tied to the cover. Could it 
be possible that this letter was in excess of Single rate and the 5¢ 
placed on it was not sufficient for full pre-payment and that for the 
additional charge they doubled the U. S. rate and added 2¢ for ship fee? 
This seems extremely unlikely to me because the sender had prepaid the 
3¢ U. S. rate and the 2¢ ship fee and if it was a double rate letter 
was only liable for 3¢ which, at most, as it was not prepaid, could have 
been 6¢ and not 8¢. Or is the explanation that this letter ran into the 
Hawaiian Steam Service contract period where the rate was changed to lOt 
including any ship service and that this letter was mailed from Hawaii, 
the sender not knowing about the new contract mail service and thinking 
he had prepaid the U. S. charges of 5¢, but that when it reached San 
Francisco, since it only bore a 5¢ U. S. stamp and the new rate was lO¢, 
they stamped it 8¢ ship and collected 8¢? One of the argunents against 
this is that it does not bear the Honolulu postmark tlU.S .Postage Paid". 

I noted Mr. Meyer's article in the Collectors Club Philatelist 
about his "Mystery Period" and also his connnents that during the time of 
the contract mail, if a letter were given to the Captain of a ship other 
than the Hawaiian Steam Service, it probably could have been sent at the 
old rate of 5¢, namely, the Captain of the ship would have collected his 
2¢ ship letter fee from the San Francisco postmaster in spite of the new 
contract with the Hawaiian Steam Service. Mr. Meyer's explanation looks 
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to me unlikely to be true because if this could have been done, knowing 
the Island people of today, I am quite sure many of them would have 
elected to get by by avoiding the Hawaiian Steam Service which cost them 
lO¢ U.S. and had the mail carried b.r outside vessels which would only 
have cost them 5¢, and undoubtedly the U.S. postoffice must have in
structed the San Francisco postmaster to discourage this, such discourage
ment to take the form of charging what amounted to a double rate, namely, 
in addi~n to the 5¢, to have collected from the addressee the ship fee 
plus double U.S. postage charges, or 8¢. 

Perhaps I have gone to entirely too much trouble to explain all 
this and, again, the 5¢ '61 does not belong on this cover. 

(3) The third cover is even more interesting. It is franked H.R. 
wi th a split of the Hawaiian 2¢ - 1864 and 2 copies of the U. S. 3¢ - 1869., 
a total of 7¢ in Hawaiian and U.S. postage, and is postmarked Honolulu 
"Paid All" and San Francisco 117 Paid" and was a letter sent by an officer 
or man of H.M.S. Scylla to England. I guess the year date as '70 or '71 
and, therefore, during the period of the first Postal Interchange Agree
ment between the United States and Hawaii, under which they acknowledged 
each others postage stamps. The split of this 2¢, while rare, is not in 
any way unique. I have two covers which I consider all right with this 
split on them, namely, a 5¢ Hawaiian, Scott's No. 32, and this split, 
Scott's No. 31, which combination seems to have been used presumably on 
account of a shortage of the 6¢, Scott's No. 33. This split is quite 
different from the splits of the later Kings Head Series which seem to 
have been used, at least in most cases, as freaks or courtesies without 
much rhyme or reason for their use. These latter splits were undoubtedly 
largely philatelically inspired by old collectors such as Mr. Stolz, 
Wolters and Brown. They were, comparatively speaking, prominent men in 
the Islands and must have known the postmaster or even the Postmaster 
General quite intimately and he either did them a favor or the subordi
nates in the office let them go by. You will note that this last cover 
has lost its upper lefthand corner and it occurred to me that this corner 
might have borne a 5¢, Scott's No. 32, for the 6¢ rate to the U.S. but 
in that case it would only have required a 5 ¢ U.S. to carry it to 
England, not 6¢. This explanation is in conflict with the Honolu~u 
"Paid All" postmark and in conflict with the San Francisco "7 Paidll

• 

I am, however, confused about the 7¢ rate. Is it possible that 7¢ would 
pay charges from Honolulu to England as there was no postal agreement 
between Hawaii and England that I know of? This last cover came from 
the Hawaiian Collection of Charles Wilson of Aberdeen, Scotland. 

I am waiting eagerly for your analySis and opinion as to these 
three covers, especially the last. 

<::::i~~ ours, ' 

~ 
• 

FRH:V F. R. Harris 
Encls.3. 

P.S. See next page 
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P. S. In sending you these covers and asking for your help, I feel 
I am imposing on you to a great extent and would feel much more free to 
calion you in the future if you would make some charge for your time. 
In the meantime, you have seen my Hawaiian collection and have a pretty 
good idea of what I have and what would improve the collection. I trust 
that should you come across any Hawaiian covers you think would be of 
interest to me and would i mprove my collection, that you will submit 
them to me. 

F. R. H • 

... 



Admiral Frederic R. Har'l'"'1s " 
2'7 William st ., 
reY>! York i H. Y. 

My d.ear' J dm.1r*al: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
}!'ort Thomas , Ky. 

June 1st, 1943 . 

I 1; fiE, cb pl s"'cd to r -oeive your inter-,sting letter of the 
27th and to .x ina the thre covers you anclos d a1.,d .h1ch I 

l' 'blrnin t ; her 11th. S:lllC0 Y return' fron €I v York , r have 
been 1nteld:r.~ to orop you a line to express my pp~cciat~on 
of [lot enjoyable evonLu cpont 11th you. I am sor"')y that 
my tL e wac so occupied with tho :Vost S Ie that I didn't have 
-~h opr ortuni ty of enjoyirg • 0 ..... 6 of your cood COLl.p uy . 

ard advised 1L0 ever 1 . oe's go tbat you had roturnvd 
one of' the Vke t covers nd I s1 ply w at a loss to wdoY''' en d ~ 
lOr: botb 0.1.' uo could h va made an error on that 1 tam. Of" cou~so , 

.1 do 110t cv n p'" tend to kno;'? awaii n sta..!lps , but :r. t lought 
tl t hil c..ld .. r_'11" co- er itElelf look d porfect y coo to mo . 
~:l 0 12¢' 18&1 VI S so ~laced on tl e cov r th t ~her ~ t be. '"0 been 
a~ "h,r [tamp to left and if i+ as vot a 5¢ Rawaiin then I can
;''lot il .. $:J.gine wh t stamp 'was to the eft of' the 12ft. w' 1 1s t -d tho 
5¢ a #5 . This seer.m very improbable as the use as ill 1861, 
tl cl"of'ore it it r:.ot po .. sible t at t 0 cover is peri' ctly good a."1d 
that the sta....lP is ccot',ts :'~? I!' so .. then tho error in t19, e-t 
on I 10£,'11(;1 of '5 in tem:. of 8 is no oubt in • 

/ ~ 

.r not - you obtnine>d u s1:L11"Y' cover in tl'e .. rell her Sale of ay 
S· ... h l".E't . ... 0 ouct Lot '165 . I run il1Cleed pIe sod to eet the 
our-ly aate of' '\1. e of the ~(8 on thi COVOl (_lonolu u Sept . 8 a 185'7) . 
\ 0 Id it not e n Good thin to' the date of 1El~ue in. tl'ls 
~cott cetulOB 0 corrected? 

1;0'1 for a discuo~ion of' tr throe cOver '"hicb you enc1oscd . 

(1) Covf:!r ui ... 1 lO¢, '(T • .;.I .. 1861. Tho year dato in the an Ti'ral1cisco 
postmark a.ppc r ... to be 186~ flnd I b Ii va th.i.s ""as tho actual year 
of' U"'O 0 ... tri~ 1 t r . taut that thi~ 1 tampl s ... cove'" I) 
as the .. m:'~t1ng !ndicuto the use of a U .. S. stamp. T 0 location 
of the t'70 rlring inc:1ice:Ge tb t th!le ms stn't p in t €I uppc"I't 
r1 ht corner , and that thero wan only one , not t~o sta~ps , such as a 
3¢ 1861 and 2-i 186~ . Th ro mir;ht haV' been n 5~ 1861 brownS/ but 
I do u"C if (' yone would fl_t1. v' che pone" t _0 ve} uo of: tho cover by a 
au t1tution of a lO~ for n 5i unless~of courso g the latt-r was 
badly drur.u "cd. l,tl erefore , beli va th1s IO¢, I S aC'1:;uul1y u .... o on 
this cover . 

'have mado so study and record of uses of th an Franci~co 
"cog" cancela . Thoro re t eo diet! ct types 01' tl is m"r...::1.np:, 
and the la-est of the three to b:. placed in use is the type on this 
lO¢, greon, nd 'hot I c 11 "type III" . y e l:.1.e.,t record of use 
of this type III is .June 15, 1864, but; no doubt it wn placed in 
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use several months oar'ller . At allY rnto" the use on this lO~ 
1s correct fO):> Doc . 8 , 1864. If t his was 8. sine1e l'o.te letter p 

t h e postage that was required was 5¢' Huwa:1ian a...ryd 5¢' U. S . I 
t hink that your theory is probably CO ~~Got, i . e . , that tho wri ter 
'choueht she could pny the t otnl r n to wit h the lO¢, U 0 S . There was 
:"10 way , of whioh I 1m "'Ie fl..'1Y lmo'·'.;le Co , a . to how tbe Hawaiian 
o:f.'fice could have obta ined t hei i." 5¢' ont of thts lot pr e pay..nont . 

If the let'c-or d id origi na t e a t some interior post of:'ioe, ' do you .I A o~ 
. (r up"'ose t would have tl 6cal postr!.l8.!'k? ~ i t '."ia s I1io.iled at I~ 
~ and the Hawa iian 5t \Va 3 pnid ill casL i) i t '"' oma st anga that ., 

, , unused 10¢' :tas p rmitted "0 r me.:..n on the OOV01-J a.fcor the f;r'1, '1r 
.,' ini'op. led that thor was p.~ too muo _ TI . S .. ' 

m.1 ht c'so speculate that the 1 tter \70. ... • n doubl rate un,:l only 
ov rp d r:>/ H. c; . po tuga. On 8d}Ol'ld thought po-,hapo.t1.1s is the 

a.1 sol ltio: • 

(f;) "ov ... "':i.th, I 18 1, - ostmar Horoltlu, D'1c " 2 (1867) . ' T .is 
co -or has cnery indication t·l' " vms sent au a fJ ship lotter" -lit 1 
no pre ayment 0:' he T. u " 0 ta 0 " fI"'l~ aU nom t 1ih t st -; s 
collected f).~o. the rdfu'essce . (Double rete , 2 X 3¢ P us 2¢,) " !Sq.-be 
hO't'1 the 5¢ s ~adP ". pI ced on t i cover . It certainl) looks us 
thouO'h it 11S cro aed i!' 0 t} " . ptlO' " The cancel is also ellc ...., . F . 
coe ~ypo 111 " I oe. t o~i.vo th t this type Tee n ULO t San 
-·D.nc1~co on J !"' • .{' 1.' ' . ..( havo nevel' round n "og 0 c.ny c-ril1ed 

ate.: ... ~ . t e t G PM:;: l' v vcr bvon £:<';..10 te· find o~ any of 
th tf cogs" VTUS J- ~. ;:s I lc6,J" 

I th~nk tLnt 1" tll:lS 0-~0 -C·1O,Z:; a 8i'_~lo to \";"1';; D. 5¢ U"S . 
ayment th t vh~ Burl due 10 lcl 1 'v cr di-cod the 5~ ~k.;Y'1l10nt . I 

.! Id not '"l!lV be 11 • i rou -,...0. XC6"1t in .t;ho cnce of ignoranee or 
e.rl"O r. . trl 1 l"utd muld p v been 11 1-{ t-ith a S¢ credit ul'!d 6i 
du , or uad" o· l{;{ ith a OJ Ice ~it or 9 due . 

~3 ) Cmnr .v1th 0. sp!i', 0'" .h IT ii 2/ ad of 186-1" c.!'hic cover d oee 
:t ot make ""onso a'.ld in m o):)1."1~.on" t is bad. I nevo~ saw t' io fnn 
.':~unc isco p ;- trr..u.""k with "7ft P ID, but ~. t · s woll kno\'1n 1.1ith juat t he 
p 1 a in I HID fl n no n 7 . ft 

The 17\1 io llot hands ru, pod 
f!,Pcdntud ip,. ' nhis Ie. do ~ 
genuine ., 

d with a paint brush, hence 
"rate' 0 7¢ nppe ..... r as 

The 6¢ U. t . a use l.fte~ Tal. 1, 1870 , ,nee it miGht ave boen 
rnarch 1870 or 18'71 on V n 1 t ,but thi ~ I dou i:i . I don t t '~no v ex
actly hon la~e this p~rtieul_r post~~~k was u~ed at Lnn Francisco 
but I really doubt th t it a.., us d 0 01 a.. Inte ao 1871. P Ih P 
you have so.o cove s s 0 il-ns its usa . If' the use ms in ..... .rch IG~i'O 
-hon the otal rat ahould 11 v(} b en 5¢ H aii# 1 J,{ .... . f..>. (10! TT • • 0 

list sti.b l! ~.lu8 tho '¢ R to to n ~lnnd) . 

Perhaps t~e misal~ nta 
1th the aw 11 p id in 

or 1ginut d on the cover. 

fro UPP"I! left , wa.s a U. S . _0;£ Ib69 
she I aee no proof t 1 t the split 

If tho uSJ 1n~ in 1871. then the miSSing st p coul h~ve been a u~ 
Hav,nii thio 'lith the split,mak_1e the ~t treaty rntE) li1;;h t!l: ti,~ 
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u. s. to England. In 8uch.'aD event the split could have been 
used. 

Perhaps we could determine the year of use if we knew when this 
Honolulu postmark first coone into use. It ~s possible that it was 
not in use as early as Murch 1870. .arhaps it came i to use after 
the 1870 Treaty we~t into effect July 1, I 70) • . ~ is he 
earliest use that yau have 0"" it? . 

mho r' te to Enbland (1/2 ounce) was 24¢ to Jan. 1 , 1868, ti'len 12~ 
to Jan. I, 1870, and then G¢ to July 1, 1375. 

I . ill e v ~ .011 ini..e ~ ste 1J: ":J u.r co 'sLl i.1,,;, 1 this 1,,.. tar. 

. ..;.---
Philip 
01 t.tlu 
the B 

~. 

Cm."di l1y ;"ours., 

i,·006..Lpt of 
on f 

v. trust 
r • .L 0 iT leo p CJ.1 , 8.1 

oh ntoI' st . 

letter . om 
ows tho 5t 

- xs,. il~atio of 
ther 
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JOHN HEARD 

~~TE !;"FR E ET- 107 Irving Street 
~ MA66A6 11 USB'TS- Cambridge 38, Mass. 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
c/o Mr. H. L. Lindquist 
2 West 46th St. 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

July 12, 1943 

Sometime back, Mr. Daniel F. Kelleher of this city sold a 
number of covers of mine in one of his auctions. In due 
course, the purchaser of one of them returned it, stating 
that he had submitted it to an expert, who reported (a) that 
the stamp had been affixed at a later period, and (b) that 
the cancellation on the cover was not in use at San Francisco 
as of the alleg~d time of the cover. I did not at that time 
know that you were the expert referred to, but I \vrote to 
Mr. Kelleher, as per enclosed copy, but I do not think he ever 
forwarded my letter to you. 

I write you now, not so much with any desire to clear myself 
or to suggest that the buyer should keep the cover. I \vrite 
merely because the facts which I state in my letter, to my 
mind, so clearly prove that the cover was authentic and un
tampered with that it would seem to prove that the cancellation 
in question ~ used as of that date and that the same applied 
to the stamp. All of this will perhaps add a trifle to your 
already extensive knowledge • 

JH:hc 
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Jly Daniel F. Kelleher 
38 Avon Hill Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dan: 

COP! 

107 Irving Street 
Cambridge 38, Mass • 

June 11, 1943 

I am sorry that the Honolulu cover which you sold for me in your recent 
auction .hould have been returned, especially for the reasons alleged. 
Such criticism intimates that I bad doctored the cover. This is one case 
where the expert to whom it was submitted, in spite of all his wisdom, 
happened to be wrong, as I think can be established by giving you the history 
of the particular item. 

The Bullard and Rotche families had extensive shipping interests - their 
headquarters in New Bedford. They preserved the records of their ships in 
wooden boxes, each one bearing a name of the particular vessel. Of these 
boxes, there were elvven, and they were distributed recently to the five 
Bullard grandchildren, two boxes to each of four, ~nd three to one. Each 
box contained crew lists, detail of stores, rigging, etc., cargo invoices, 
logs, and a few SEll bundles of letters. Of the letters, libout two-thirds 
had been removed from their original covers. The cover in question came 
from one of the two boxes belonging to Mrs. Robert C. Cobb of Littleton, 
Massachusetts. Early in April I went to Littleton for the purpose of examining 
these boxes. I found about a dozen covers, all of which I left at your house 
on my return from Littleton. In other words, the cover was not in my possession 
over two hours. Each of the covers I found contained the original letter. The 
letters I left in the box. 

The chances are strong that the contents of these boxes had not been examined 
for well over fifty years. The owners were not aware that the boxes contained 
any material of philatelic value. Taking all these facts into consideration, 
I think there is no question that the cover as sold in your auction is ab
solutely authentic. I would appreciate ~t if these facts might be submitted 
to the expert ~ way of refuting his opinion • 

Sincerely yours, 

JH:hc JOhnJi· 
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Jr . Jobn IleaI'd, 
107 Irving t . , 
Cambl' dge 38, ass . 

De r 1'1 . Hcard: 

434 South Grand ve., 
Fort 'llhomas, Ky • 

July 16, 1943. 

It was indee k d of you to WI' te me egarding the 
cover mentioned in your letter because it is arely 
po. sible th t I am no~ the eAper'Ci who examined the item. 

I only l ; sh th t you ould hnve given mc mOl' details 
regarding the it m, what s le it in, etc., tc . 

.. have no recollection of' examining any suc:t;l rul item nor 
can I find y ~orrespondence in my files regarding y 
questionable cover that as in Kalleh r sale . 

The elleher a Ie of 1, ay 8th, 1943, included 'H w iinn 
cOVJI'S from the colledtion of Leland Po era, Esq. of Boston, 
but I have no record of seein- single item from this sale . 
In your letter to • Kelleher, dated June 11, 1943, yo 
mention the "Honolulu cover which you sold fol'" e in your 
recent ale . This leads m to e1 e you ref r d to the 
sale of May 8, 1943. 

\,11_ yo please be 0 kind as to giv 'me further det U , or 
batt r still c n you send me the cover? .If I did examine such 
a cover and de n !'i'or in my opinion nothing would please me 
more than to corre' ch a istake . 

I indeed grateful 'Co you for v riting me , B£'ld I trust that 
you will r vor 1th n early reply to this 1 tter • 

Since:rol you!"s, 

If 



DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER Postage Stamps for Collectors 
-w'n.LIAM F. KELLEHER 

B. L. DREW & CO. 

TELEPHONE 

LAFAYETTE 3676 

EST. 1885 1,/"/ 
7 WATER STREET· BOSTON· MASS. } ,/ Y ~ 3 
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• John Hoard, 
107 Irv'ing st ., 
C hr de 38, ~asB . 

D r r . 

434 South Grand A e ., 
Fort Thoma , Ky . 

July 21, 2943 . 

r . Kellehe as kind nou h to end me he nolo ad cover, 
nl 0 a le~ter from 11ral Harr1 . I had ntirely forgotten 
tb cover hen I receired your lotter, and I couldn't re-

r ha tng recently seen a co or fro~ a,KeJ~ her nction. 

I r.o~ recall that dmiral Iarris oent ~. the anclo~ d cov r 
so e -'e ks ago btl on't recall !.heth r he st ted that he 
h d obtained it in Kelloher e . If he did, the refor nee 
fail d to ko iny impression. 

I originate on 
does not make 

he stfu~p 1 'nOf' calc~lptior . So f I ill 

~ re this p iller no used to cancel ~t 
1 te 8 ,Tan r 1868. . is evidence 3. co not pos it! rv:e' 
to confiJ. th.. ev dence pres nted y the cover it ... elf , 
this stamp w s certainly not used on thi cov r . 

en s 
that 

I dip: not f:lt te th t the cancel tion on the co r -as not in ., se 
at San Fra:rlcisco as of' tho aIle d time of t 1e covor . Sue a 
st· tement c ul per aps e construed's referring to the po tmark , 
the "Ship\! or th nci1"cle "8. " I d1 state that I didn't be-

~. 11 va t this particulEJr type 0:" ,he "Cog" killer 0. used at Sa 1 
Francisco IIns lato as Jan ry 18 8 . 11 

I can n~BUre you my deer r . J ar th t I h v no ' csire to pose 
s expert o. an autho'ity. ecau e my good friend. ire 

Hqrr~s , sked my opinio~ of t e cov r , I ave him tne fact~ as I 
B "1:' them. 

I doubt v ry much if any SOl lou stu Ol't would dispute my opini n 
0 1 this item, regardless of thf3 evi nce you cite to the cantr ry 



\ 
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#2'. l~r. John. Heard, July 21, 1943. 

r am sincerely interested i turning up covers whichh2.ve 
been tampo!~ed with and oxpo'"'1ng them. I ': ould therefo~e t 
like vory much to illustrate this cover in un f:l.rticle a!:d to 
publish all tho correspondence reluting to seme . .lay I h've 
your permission to do this? 

Thanking you very lmlch for calling roy attellt10 
matter, I remai 

to th:i.,s 

Very truly yours 

• 

.. 



.. 

, , 

r . Dan'l F. ~elloher , 
'7 or • , 
roston, .00SD . 

Doo.r D n: 

43 South Grand v., 
Fo t TlloTllB.s, Ky. 

July 2 , 1943 • 

.ny thanks for sandin me the cover belonging to r. 
I C I'd, 'Vh:1.ch I ha.vo returnod to 11m toe y . 

Th 1'0 is no qu tion but Wha.t t G 5¢ tamp 
on the cov~r orisin 11~. 

S ot uced 

I donrt .. 0" whero tho dm1:'al 
the 5¢ \7£'.5 a v¢ 186'7 II gri. 1 . fI 

that it ,'as . 

ot the i pression th 
r sure y did not ~U 

O t: 0 11 c" "n"'''' ost or."o·r. Ie _ ~, u. ~ .I. t l " Cl c tion . 

Sinco 1~ y ur , 



JOHN HEARD 

107 I RVING STREET 

CAMBRIDGE , MASSACHUSETTS 





JOHN HEARD 

107 IRVING STREET 
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Mr . John He rd, 
107 Irving St . , 
Cambridge , ass . 

y dear Mr . Heard: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Aug . 3, 1943 • 

Your kind letter of the 84th received. 

May I assure you that it never occurred to me that you had 
any idea.as to who put the 5~ stamp on the stampless cover . 
This thing we call philately is a fine and wholesome avoca
tion, and the most ardent of collectors are as a rule a 
fine lot of human beings . 

On the fringe there are a lot of rats who prey on the unsus
pecting. I see an awful lot of the crooked vork and it is 
truly disgusting . I do what little I can to warn collectors 
to beware of the fakers and .crooks but many collectors have 
a good opinion themselves to judge what is good and what is 
bad. 

I really was not interested in how the. stamp got on the cover, 
and to try and find out who put it on would be a hopeless job . 

My good friend Admiral Harris bought this cover , believing it 
was genuine and it cost him something like $24. 00. The stamp 
itself is probably not worth more than a dollar and the cover 
as a stampless item, probably about ~3 . 00 . So you see if he 
had put the cover in his collection ~ithout an opinion on it, 
it would have cost him a twenty dollar bill. 

I as positive the stamp was not used on the cover and wrote 
him to that effect . ~en I first examined the cover , the stamp 
was tight to the cover, but since then a corner has been lifted 
and there are bits of white paper adhering to the stamp. 

As to how this stamp got on this cover, I have no idea , but I 
can say this . It looks like it was put on the cover by someone 
who had little knowledge of covers . Here was a strunpless cover , 
the face of hich was well covered. About the only place to 
stick the stamp as in the spot ~here it is . The fact that the 
recipient of the letter made a notation across the top did not 
deter the person from putting the stamp over this notation. On 
the other hand, the person knew hich stamp to use , what the pre
paid rate ould have been, and also that a stamp with a S . F. cog 
"might" be O.K. I state might , because I don't believe the "cog" 
was used as a killer at the S. F . office as late as Jan . 1868. 
H01evev, that "is merely my opinion based on my rather extensive 



#2. Mr. John Heard, Aug. 3, 1943, 

study of the postal markings of the S.F. p.O. 

Rather than my former suggestion that I write up this item, 
may I suggest the following. Remove the 5¢ stamp and send 
the cover to Admiral Harris as a stampless cover and tell 
him, if he ould like to have it for his colI ctlon, to send 
you a check for whatever it is worth to him. If you do this 
you can state that you are doing so at my suggestion. He is 
a prince of a fello and I am sure he will pay you all that 
the covor is ~orth provided it is of interest to him. 

Regarding tho other cover you mentioned lith a lO¢ 1857. It 
would be impossible for me to express an opinion ithout a look 
at the cover. 

If you run across any early covers I ould be only too glad 
to purchase anything that 1s fine, ra~e or attractive. 

Returnee herewith 
the cover discussed 
in this letter. 

, 

Sincerely yours , 









• '7...-..:rf.-~ ~...Y r;C.' ~( yr- lz~ ~ 

~~ ?"u ;j~( ~ ~J~' 
~ 

.. 
::/r>- -z.::...7 ~(~ ~~ ~r ~ 

/ (j .:/-;-7 a-

w~:.r-~ ~~ ~ ~ 
n:-...;;-~ ~ 'L--e ~ ~ 

-..,vr . __ ~ " "L---- I .-I~~ . rf p'~ ~ -~(.~ ~ vi' ?~ ,r-~ .e~'-L .... )? 

_~ C/~Cr:J '"Z .::J~ ~ ~ / ~ 
• ~ ~ ~ 'C 

tA-1 
r-

/j-t;P .-
c~-,,\;s ,J~~-~ 

~ r /,i--:-. r cP 7C~ ~ 

~~ --~~~, 

~~ r--J 
~r~ 

~ . 



; I 

t: .. 

.f?Z:~(r-/' ~ ~ 

~ ~~~?r~ 



!·!r . W. f . Lester, 
2010 Bancroft ay, 
Berkeley, Calif . 

Dear .~ . Le.tcr: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Mar . 1, 1943. 

Under sepal' te cover I am returnine to you the lot of covers 
contained in yours of the 22nd. It was ~ndeed ve17 kind of 
you to loan this lot to me and I uant you to know that I 
enjoyed Boing thru them and duly appreciate your kil1dness . 

I n envelope #20, that is sure so e letter and it looks like 
the Captain qf the Brother Jonathan had a. busy time on hi[j 
trip down from San Francisco to San Juan del Sur . 

I lave tracings and records of the great majority of the 
markings but there vere several in the lot that I had neve~ 
seen before . Someday , if I can ever find time , I vant to 
publish an alticle illustrating all tho S. F. postal markings 
in my record, because in this way I can probably add the rare 
ones which are missing . Here are some CO!ilments on various 
covers in the lot: 

Envelope 
7/1 - Neither Vlere mailed in v . p . but senttloutside of the mail . " 
One to Panama where it was placed in the British mail , the other 
to Ne\\' York . 

#2 - I supp0f:e the tl561l (July 1, 1850) is 40¢ plus 6¢ sea a ,J. 
that the ~2 (July 15 , 1851) is 6~ plus 16¢ sea. 

#4 - I never saw the straight line "Paid 26" before . It is 11ice . 

#6 - I have seen several examples of the rt30 Paid" but I never 
before saw the narking with "30. " I imagine this 1.s quite 
scarce . 

#9 - Re - the cover to Bordeaux, t'his has 35~. There was no 
such a rate. Don't you suppose the original rate ras 30~ and 
that the 5¢ stamp has been added? The N. Y. p . m. with "12" 
in combination with the ~:ype of French receiving shows that all 
that was required was 30; . 

.~ 

#12 - This is indeed odd and the only one I havo ever seen. It 
is simply a case uhere a 3~ stamp "got by . " The R:tchmond is no 
doubt Dec . 15 ~ 1855 , an.d the rate at this time lun 6¢. It should 
ilave been marked "Due 5. " that is , 5¢ due for a. half rE'.te unpaid. 
(half paid, half unpaid) . 
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#2 . Mr . ~ . M. Lester ~ Mar . 1 , 1943. 

#13 - Uses in 1872 and 1873. At this time Ie had no actual 
treaty with France , honoo mail was sent via ELsland. The 
prepaid rate was lO¢, and V' credited 6¢' out of ea.ch 10¢~ 
leaving us 4¢'. Here , on unpaid, \1e deb~t G. B. our 4¢' on 
each letter . On each letter Mrance collected 12 dec .es or 
approxir.l tely 24¢'. The "G . B. - 2F" is a marking that was used 
between G. B. and France and indicated a "bulk" debit of G. B. 
to France , not n debit on an individual letter. This N. Y. 
p. m. vIas new to me . 

#14 - Vory inte~esting , also a very intereoting letter. A 
triple 40; rate . 

,15 - On this the Hawaii shore to ~hip was paid in cash. 
Tho 58¢' repro ants 2 X 28¢ plu 2i ship fee (at S. F . ) . In other 
words , the prepaid rate from S. F. to Hamburg as 28¢ of which 
"Ie credited 1amburg-r1th 7¢" this the red pencil 14~ cr dit • 

• #16 - Very nice and I think t is carly marking is far from common. 

~t17 - Tp.e blaok "40" of Sap 1 mu .. t be very scarce . Jessup has 
one , and the two ale the only ones I have seen. 

#19 - Very nice . This marking is knOill on pairs of the 3¢ 1851. 
I ! tu~ally such items are rare . It is also known on a l2~ l85i . 
This , probably unique . 

#20 ... -r1tten enrouto to Nicaragua and brought back by the Bro. 
Jona'.ihan, and mailed on Feb . ;; at S. F . The Jonathan arrived on 
the 2nd. It was rated as an unpaid rate from S. F. to Sacramento 
City wherea.s it should have been rated as~Ship letter" with 
7rj, du.e (i. e . "regular rate ll unpaid) 5¢' plus 2¢' ship fee . Evident
ly the Captain did not claim his ship fee of 2¢'. Perhaps he Vias 
too 1forn out to bother about pennies after his busy southern 
passage . 

I never sa.N' th other p . m. with "5 . " though it surely is not 
scarce . 

#21 - Ifhis is a late type and I had no !'ecord of this one . -
I take pleasure ill enclosing here 11th po tage to reimburse you 
the forwarding postage . 

Again many thanks . 

Cordially yours, 



RE. -
HiC.BRoOJ<5 -JoeL '~bl 
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Dear Ha reId: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Tho~as , Ky. 

Nov. 16 , 1942. 

Regarding cover #382 - I showed this to 
certainly did not like the condition he 
to the rate and intimated that he might 
undor two cO!ld1tions: 

Riche~t and {hile he 
as rather attrac t ed 

be interested in it 

First - I f I could c1e~~ it up ~1d make the condition more 
attractive . 

Second - If you 10uld consent to a. price in line wi.:;h condition. 
In other words , to make the price attractive enough to him to 
i,J'arrant him acquirin.g a cover which as not in fine condition. 
You will recall that the centering of the, 90¢ pair loaves much 
to be desired as the left vertical per~s . cut the Jbole left 
sidos of both stamps . A further condition "las that I would assure 
hi.YO. the c?ver WHS genuil: e , that the rate ~. S C01'Tect . 

No v here ic what I sUGgest that you do. I think you said that 
Perry sold this cover to you. If so, I want you to send this cover 
to PE:Jl"'ry and t ell him that you recently had an unfavorable report 
on this cover and to save him any guess work , that the un£avorable 
report did not come from Ashbrook. In other worde. , I certainly no 
not wa.nt him to think that I even so. v this cover lauch less found 
any fault l'lith it . I think you said you pa.id him ~ 300. 00 for it . 
Suggost to him' that if he aere -s that the cover i~3 questionable 
would he be willing to refund the price you paid him. 

Ask hiI"l these questions: 

, (A) by ·2 . 64 on thi. letter. 
(C) What are the red en marks 
you read in one of my articlos 
in 0. "ay proved whether a rate 
prob~ble year of use , and what 
baCk. An~ fUrther , ask him if 
were used on this cover and if 

( B) Wha:i; sort of a rate is this . 
and what do they maan. Tell hm that 
that such oarkings had a. meaning and 
w s correct or not . Ask him the 
sor'/; of a marking there was on the 
he really thinks a.ll of the stamps 
so, hy? 

0'1 X Hm going to give you some ini'ol"n&.tion :,'Elgarding t lis c.ov r , 
but I don't want you to breath a ord 'of it to that fathead Perry. 
He thinks he has all the ans :Ters to all philatelic questions put up 
to him but I know damn 'tell he has ,t . If you cnn nell this back 
to him for ~300 , you won't h~ve to p y me a commission to s~ll it 
fOl~ you. Nm: maybe you dldn ' ~ get this from Perry, but even j.f you 
didn't be sure und get his opi ion on it and make him us iTOr the 
questlons I suggented. 

Now for the cover itself and I ask you to please treat this informa
tion contid ntie.l . Personally I b lie~le tl'.is cover is O. K. , but 
there arc several points I cannot explain. I think t11~ usc was in 
~arch 1865 and I could provo this if I had a list of .the 1865 sail
ings . This data I haven ' t got but I can get it if necessary. 

'J:Ihe single rate to the ' est Coast of Ml'ic was 33¢ up to Jan. l , 1868, 
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#2 . r . Harold C. Brooks , Nov . 16 , 1942. 

after which date it ~as 22¢. The pen marks in upper left a~e 
"1 . 92" and below "8" . This 8 indicates th t the use ms nrior 
to Jan. I , 1868 when the single rate was 33¢. In other words , 
this was an 8 times 33¢' rate or '2 . 64 . This is the amount of 
postage which is on the cover , 90¢' plus 90¢' plus ;soi plus 30¢' 
plus 24¢. Vfhat I cannot explain 1s the 192 which 1s the credit 
to Great Britain a her share ~n transmitting this latt er froDl 
England to destination. If we divide 8 into 192 we get 24¢O"i: a 
credit of one shilling per single rate . Thi s was the English 
packet rate on certain cla sses of mail and I s uppose i t is O. K. 
The stumbling block 1s simply thiS: If we cr dited G. B. ~ 1th 
24¢' out of each 33¢, it l~ft us only 9¢'. Now note t bi 9¢ which 
was le£t to the U. S. 

The 11ew York postmark read , flN . YO K - AM . PKT - PAID . " This 
m ant thai this letter was carried to Liverpool in an American 
packet and for such a service , we were entitl d to 21¢ out of 
ench 33¢'. T is 21¢ represented is¢, se carriage plus 5¢ U . S ~ 
internal . These rates were .f:t;{ed in the U. S . - Anglo Treaty :!.n 
eff ct from 1848 until Jan . 1 , 1868. 

Now if"ilo vere entitled to 21¢ out of each 33~. why did Vie only g t 
9¢ per each single rate if the credit of ~1 . g2 is correct? 

Had this letter en sent "Brl.tish packet" we would have only been 
nt1tled to 5¢ (our internal) and the dredit '1ou __ d have been 8 X 28rt 

or ~2 . 24 . &0 you ge6 that credit don't fit either an flAI .• erican Pkt" 
or a British packet . 

It seems to me that th 
cannot figure why it 1s 

credit should have been 8 X l2¢ or 96 • I 
1 . 92 . 

As an example , I am sending you photos of a couple of ~tampless covers 
'If hieh were 33? rates to the Cape. 

I see no reason why there should be any differenco in a 3¢'¢ rate t o 
the Cape of Good Hope and a 33¢ rat to Co~i co - Jest 'Africa. (Un
less for one reason as I will ex pI in later) . 

Note these two covers . 

(A) From Boston - Dec 15 P d . ote th "B. P Til in "C d.s poP-t rk , 
meaning British P cket . --OU-lill not a bro m pencil 1111 meanins 
a s~le rata - .a black pencil '33r! - the single rate paid, and & 

red "28" th cr dit to Englund . Credits i'lore always in !'ed. This 
'TaS stipulated in the Treaty. So you see on this item, which li16nt 
by British Packet f om Boston, all that we vrere entitled to ~as 5rt 
(33 .1nus 28) . T is laS our 5¢' internal . Uo: note the other cover . 

ere '\1e h ve I ew York - ov 20 - Am . ktfl - or 'by l erican Paoket , " 
thus ,e ere entitled to 16rt sea plus 5rt internal or 21¢ per single 
rate . "'h s left 12¢ to the British and this 1 12" credit is in 
magenta. 

The question t. at oothers me is this . If lile got 2l¢ on this f Amor . 
Pkt . " cover .. why d1.dn't e get 21¢' on each Single rate on you:.!' 
orisco cover Vlliy asn ' t the credit on th Coriaco cover the same , 
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that is 12~ per single or 96i for an 8 times r t? 'fuy 1 . 921 
And further , 1f 24i per single rate Ins credited on you~ cover, 
all we got wns 9¢. If we take 5¢' out of this for otlr 1nte nal 
(fixed by treaty) we only had left 4t. for the sea and it should 
have been l6¢'. 

No '1 here 1s a nice little puzzle, so see if you can figure it 
Ouv . I'd bot my shirt that ponter pigeon Perry ould never be 
able to f1gure it . 

I am enclosing a table of foreign rates as of April 1, 1863. 
II ote Africa (West Coast) British ail . II This meant , "British 
Mail H frol England . Iote Cape of Good Hope . "By AmeI ican Packet -
21st,'! 'iiieimt paid only to England (16¢ sea 5¢ U. S . internal) . The 
posta.ge from ~nglal1dto the Ga.pe could be collected at the Ca.pe or if 
letter was fully paid to destination, tho full rate 1as 33¢. By 
British I~ail to the Cape , the 5¢' meant thnt only the U. S. Internal 
could be paid, balanc 28~ on delivery. 

There is only one "out" that I can see and that is t oj • The 
British pack t rate Nas I2¢' to a British Colony (C pe of Good Hope) 
but to a non-Briti~h destination, it ras n shilling - 24¢. Thus 
the credit to Cor sco had to be 8 X 24¢ or 1 . 92, but this seems silly 
because we would have been the goats . In othor vlOrd, 'Ihy should 

e have been penalized in receiving only 9~ per single rate (Corisco 
covAr) instead of 21¢ on a single 33¢. l"nte co the Cape - "Via Amor . 
Pkt If to England? In such cases , °Ghe total ingle rate "{ould have 
boen 45~ - t us 2lt {T. , . plus 24~ Brit ish total 45rt. 

But here again 'H3 El • 'U. again t it because 8 X 45¢ is ~,3 . 60 and 
theJ;'e is only $2 . 64 on this cover . Now th1~ loads to the question 
as to whether this cover is genuine or not . It is possible (?) that 
tlis wus a stampless cover with ,3 . 60 aid in cash, a simiInr item 
to th9 two uape covers I enclose . Do you suppose that this was 
originally a strunple s cover and that some fak I' put the stamps on 
it and diOnlt know the correct sum he should apply or entirely dis
regarded. this feat"U'e'? I £',ID not absolutely sure, but if 45~ ms the 
correct rate to Coriaco instead of 33~, then my 'ueSB is that this was 
a ai. in cash( 3 . 60} tampless item, lon which event the 11192 11 and 
"8" would be perfectly correct. VE.ry seldom do I .find the credits 
to be out of linoo v1th the total I' te e I might s y , seldam i ever, 
If the cover is genuine . 

From thl< little dl~cussion, you nill get a Sillall conceptioll 0 ho:r 
dwml co plicated this study of foreign rates and markings really s. 
Now suppose e se wha.t the Great Sag of the-pa-fichlo s Orchard 111 
~have to say bout th1° cover . 

YOU1~S tc ., 

P.s. Please return photos at your convenience . 

s . 
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~ ovellb '>r 18, 1942. 

Dear Elliott: 

It has bE'e ..... ages s'nce I ruve J:lrd time to look over rr...y acc'lullulati"lns 
of covers, none of ,.' ich are mO'Jnted, but ,l--e plst few days I have 
Deen r~~nagiDg, roping to be qble to layout a collection for at 
least superficial mo'~ntir:g, w1:ich should ai'i'ord rr.e so~ne fun. 

B9.c~~ in 1926 I bought froll you a nULlber of high rF..::e covers. l"y 
knovlledge of foreign rates is very sk:inpy and although I have read 
various articles on the suhject I never had the ~eart to atteLpt 
this study. 

I know that at tines there are disc"t:<ssions and disputes over the 
genuineness oi' -:1-.is or that cover, but none of those you sold me 
vlere ever questioned. Of course, I have never srown them, 'lnd I 
suppo~e if I did displa.y them, along would come sone gent who would 
look at them with a quizzical eye. It seems as though hier. r:lte 
covers are always objects of suspic:on. 

In sort L g covers I found one bearing pairs of t:te 30¢' and 90¢', 1861, 
with the ~Jj4, making a total of ~~2. 64 to "Gorisco, \lest Afriea. II 
At i'irst I thought this IlS one of tbose you sold me, but all yours 
bear a little apothecary label on the backs. So I pawed through a 
pile of old check registers to pee if I could trace its origin. 
Usually I mark my covers with price paid a d source but with this one 
I :a:led to make any ~otations. 

I now fir.d thRt I ~ugl~t this on :Jecember 21, 1926, froI'1 :1.ooert c. 
Vunroe, Kinp;sbury Lane, Longrlleadow, Springfield, Mass. I "',aid 1:im 
~250.00 for it. It must have been f correspondence deal as I d~nrt 
recall rr.eeting ~'r •. lunroe, who is still living, his name appearing in 
~he lA.st A.P.S. directory. 

Perhaps you know hi!., but I not only do not, but I never heard 1 is 
name .. entioned as a specialist or stu.dent. Tht,refore I take the 
liberty o~ sending tris cOver to you for an opin~on reCarr ing its 
genuineness. Regardless of whl-lt it may be I will nov co illlunicate it 
to .ftunroe without your permission. If it is rot strictly O.K. I 
probA.bly would try to get a refund from him. Of course I am throwing 
no doubts or aspf rs ions on him. SOluetimes even the !! experts" qre fooled. 

Just offra'1d i~ would seerl to .ne tha"':; \2.64 is a pile of rostage for 
a letter of this size, regardless of 1ilhe"Y"le it went to, but as I said 
Jefore, my ignorance is deep and profound. 

Row would this letter require "2.64 postae;e? I suppofe it was 
charged at so much per ounce but I ~ave no ref(r~nce data to 
go to for satisfyin~ my curiosity. The yeflr date in the London post
.I.ark looks like "66 but the second nump,ral doesn't shoW up. If I 
mount it I vould like to nake a no ta ti ')n ,. 8 to year of use. \1\ft.8.t do 
you flake out, as to the year? On reverse is a ..r.arking w·1.ich I suppose 
is Londo!', "'ith the "LI! in the center, but here flgain the year date is 
indistinct. 

There seem to be two London marki gs, or ra~her three. The circle on 
face has "MR 17!1 w:hil e the triangle contains "rat 23,!! Hnd the divided 
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circle or.. the back also S-'lys "23-3." 

A couple of years or EO &go, at ~ o.e c n",Tention (rrobab:!.y Buffalo) 
I listened to three or four .len discussir..g foreign rat0s, in front 
of one of the exhibits. Certair: covers 'ere beine ""o':'nted at, and" 
as I ~ecall, there was quite an n~g~ent regarding certain pen or 
pencil markir>gs. ~lhey \w ...... e debating thes'1 rl<lrks to try to prove 
(or disprove) the r asons for the ~osta e used. After listening 
a while I was overCOIlie \lith dryness and ent ou ... to the bar for a 
beer. 

On this cover I send you there are soue red hieroglyrhics at the 
left v'h ich I sup..,ose should be useful in proving so ething. 
SLlilar m8.l"kings are on the foreign rate c01Ters you so:d r e, and 
I recall your exp:ainir:e.; them to ne - a lesson: no re~ne~r.ber with 
the same degree of vividness as t:te answers to the algebra problems 
in high school. 

I pe-('raps would not be so .nucr. interested in f'uch n<lrkj res right now 
except to satisfy myself as to the genuineness of the cover. I hflVe 
hearJ. so nany arguments after auction sales as to ~hether t:.is or 
t1-).at cover was "good," and ""ow cer'tqin s~ar.lps hqd been added, etc., 
ttat I would like your opin:'on as to whethe-r> 1111 0:' these stallps were 
on this cover at the time of its use. You have seen and handled so 

B:!'y pror,Iinent lots of correspondence thllt I thougrt po~ sibly you 
knew of this ~ackey ~ail - ~nd po~sibly had seen this sa~e cover that 
T'unroe sold ::nee If you think the cover is a phony just say so, and you 
may rest as s~.lred I \'ill not. uake +,he T ... .q tter up with T'unroe without 
your express perl .. i"'s:'on. I h"'te to tal{e up ~?our t:'lre by botherinG you 
with uhese ruesti.o'1s, but ';:)P,r'l-J.<l-;::)s My e.e>Ports to cooper~te l':.th you on 
the City .Jespatch :::ost will sor.lewhat offset my being a pest at 
tl is ti'le. I enclose B. stanped return er..velo-;::)e which bears 
sufficient r os tB.ge for a '300.00 valuation. T"larks very ::r.uch for 
poring OV,n this lengthy le ter, and ~or whatev~r information you 
can ive me. 
J 

Sincerely 



November 21, 19 2. 

Dear Harold Brooks, 

In my 0 inion tl~ cover subritted in your ~etter of ~he 18th is 
100% O.K. I hnve known ~ob unroe a Ion ti e lnd he certainly 
VlC'111d sell nothing II '11Cer" 1<rowirgly. '":v€>r since r have known 
till '1e has been,. ith the r erriam people Viho publish rebster's 
Dictionary. His specialties are qong K~ng and vt. Helena. 

I am eltting fed up with sllart alecrl:s who condemn Blly cover w ich 
they don't kno enough about to prove is correct. In so~e instances 
there ar'e B'.::.fficient . arkings to show exactly how a cover was handled 
r-nd who got ho¥ ::nuch of ~he restage, but unfortunately this is not 
always true. On the Bissell covers nost or a~l of the manuscript 
! arkings shov the amount due the British Post Office and below it 
the number of rates if rlOre than one. The postae;e being divisble by 
22 or 28 according to the route by wl- icr the letter was carried. 

In all proLability the est Afr~ca cover as an 8 rete letter at 33t 
per i oz., so it vTeighed over 3i and :not ovnr' 4 ounces - and the 
cover looks it. I think t'-.p t .... s. kept 40c (5c p€>r r" te), the British 
Pos t got 8 sl il": ings ('11>1. 92) and S pain or so. ebody else got 32c. 
If Uncle Sam's mail got less than 40c, Spain or scrlebody else got more 
than 32c. 

A good many thousand 90c sta.nps were sold f..nd used, and they had to 
be used for posta;e so.ewhere. Hence there had to be genuine high 
value covers and excepti0na:ly high postap,e on one niece of mail was 
mentioned in the ~ewspapers occasionally. There were ~any single 
letter foreign rates (i oz) of 30c and 1 igher to &bout 75c, and 
letters weighing l~ plus 2 ounces to m~ny Poreign post offices took 
more than 90c postage. 

I ell recall an in.tance where the stamps on a cover did not agree 
vith any rate wr:'ch has ;Jeen noted in the 'Dhilatelic press, yet there 

was notring wrong with t~e cover. Eventually it was learned th&t the 
p[rticular rate rctually had been in effect for a shor~ time - just 
wren the cover was I..lailed. 

I cannot be absolutely certain, but it is my opin~on that the cover 
of yours left Yew York by American Packet on .tIarch "'=, 11366, arrived 
8. t London on r1arcr 17, and the other mp rks on the front and back 
indicate that it lei't London on • .1arch · 3. 

Ferl aps Bob:. will r'ecall f'o.nething 0;: ... re history of this missionary 
~, cover. You need have no hesitancy in askir.g him and may :!!lention my 

nane. I do not recall ever having seen any ackey correspondence ar..d 
doubt :'f Bob ever shoo ed e t~is cover. I rarely see him altho I have 
known him for twenty years or more. 

The rarity of the 90c sta .. ps on covers today is not due to the small 
number of such covers, but to the fact that t:bere were many nore staMp 
collectors tl'an cover collectors in the old days, and the sta .ps pere 
taken off and put in collections or dealer's stocks. I have no doubt 
tlv~ t several t"'ousand 90c 1869 ~ere used on letters to foreign c01mtries, 
but if a letter was s"ved, sooner or later the s -a.lp was -I-aken off by a 
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collector w 0 needed it for h~s own collection, or to swap. 

Art HCtll i8 COI1:'1.F" ~oda.r to relp ! e "'-:'ni~h t e las~ copy ~ nd 
illus rations (: hope) for the Centenary handbook. Tre ~irst 
galley proo""s have co e from Stowell and we "ant to get the 
thir..g completed a d off tho press p.d. soon, i.f' ..... ot sooner. 
It is considerably more of a book than was original:y contemplated 
for issued last AU~U8t, thanks to your ~elp and that of so~e other 
food scouts. 

I'll see if I can find sr..y ore d~~a on . est Africa. ails and 
send it when I return your cover next week. 

Al~&ys lad to be of servic • 

Sincerely, 

(signed) Elliott Perry 



-

Dear Harold: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 25, 1942. 

Herewith the Pe~ry letter. ~any thank . I will keep this 
strictly coni'ident1al . I was ~'lther positive in my 0 m mind 
thut Porry wouldn't kno\ anything about this cover and his letten 
cer ... ~nly boars that out . The fact is there are a lot of things 
that Perry donI t kno 'I anyth~ng f?bout but it Ir!.a :es him as mad 

s a hornet to havo an one imply that he hasn't all the nns ers . 
uS Chase s y - Perry's brain rattles. I agree . 

I think if I were you I would send the cov I' t a Bob lunl'oe and 
as <: h_m if he cnn t 11 yo 1 anything about 1. t . If' you call eet your 
money back from him I would advise you to take it because 
collectors of tho prosent d y ro not btlying expensi'e oovers unless 
they kn0\7 GO lethi g about the . In Perry's opinion the cover 1 
lOOtS O.K . yet he can't tell au why it 1s genuine . What kind of an 
opln"on is that? There was a 90t 1860 cover in the Groen lot w~ich 

no turned over to Doane to solI. I ad ised percy to obtain Perryts 
opinion. Percy did '~nd Perry charged h"n a stiff feo . Perry ~oto 
a four page opini ,h~ch as just lot of silly twaddle like the 
lett I' he wrote to you. He didn't kno'l a du.rn thing about the Green 
cover and I proved to Percy that he ~ldn't . Result - Percy 'efused 
to inClude the cover in the sale . Here yO'll ha'l7' the r ason for the 
1s - crack in P rry's letter, that he as getting fed up ith a lot 

of smart Al cks Mho condemn covers thoy don't knol enough about to 
prove correct. That mar Aleck stuff ref'err d to ree . 'ell if I am. 
getti g this fellow's goat that is fine beeaus he has been going 

round. posing like the fello'i who ha.d all the nns iTers for many many 
ye ra . I'll drive him nuts before . get brough ith him. 

He stated in his letter that h can't be certain but that it i his 
opinion thflt the letter left No '1 York by A.-r.erican Pe.cket . He 
evidently fOl1got that in the third. paragraph of his letter he guessed 
that the letter as an 8 X 33i rate and that the U. S. kept 40~ or 5~' 
per rate (8 X 5~). He did not realize the inconsistency of the~e t 0 
statements . 

If the letter 1ent by American packe, thEm i;he U. S . received not 
only 5¢ per sin Ie rate, ut also 16/ in addition for th Se c rr1age . 
Th treaty fixed t:bos figures . I pose Perry is jut llk all 
the balance of the dealers, boc use in thoir opinion* all cover ar 
100% O ~K . I, f'or one, am one of' the omart Al eks who wish to be 
sho'm. ~r . Z eski of aris made Bome very clever fakes and it is . 
B rious bu ines hen one pays ,280 for a fake cover that 1s actually 
orth~"ess . T'aa.t is ilhat 1:r . Ne ,bury did in an Emerson sale fmd I 'll 

bet ten to one that Perry ould pronounce this particular fak cover 
(30~ 1869) s '100% O. K. II He ""n' t smnrt enough to kno what i 
wrong ith it . 

o if you don't uant to send the cover to unro"aend it back to me 
and I .. 11 reoov the stanps (very carefully) and under my quartz 
lamp I ~ill see 1~ I can find any evidence of faking . 
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#2 . Mr . Harol d C. Brooks, Nov. 25, 1942. 

I could l'obably 8011 th"18 cov :. to Richey but to do so I would 
have to toll h.i.In I thjnk it is O. K. That v~ot1.ld be enough for 
SaLl e !fo I don't knoVl hother it is good or bad but if you ant 

n "out" to .unroe, tell him that T "questioned" the cover . 

T probably kne 1 unroe in past years but I do not recall him. I 
note that he uns head of th A.P . S. B081"d of Vice Presidents when 
Chase as Pre ident of th A. P. S. baok :n 1921. 

GOing back to P rry . I think it is outrageous for him to oxp:r-oss"' 
an opinirm on so .<ething he don' t ~"110 anything about . He is one of 
those "experts" who believe that they ape supposed to have all the 
ns ers, hence instead of oonfes ing that he 1as not competent to 

pass op~lon on this cove~ he felt oalled upon to ~ v an opinion 
and ~hat it based on? ot a single fact . This fello~ ha 
be n ho i C' quite a bit of an1rn.osity to"1ard me lately just because 
I hav da ed to question sore of hi~ o:ackpot theories nd opinion . 

In the DeceIDb r . P. , 0 n to appear , he ill have 20 artiole 
1'00 ntine" on my article on th "Pl~emieresfl in t e "stamp Specialist." 
It is not a fair and square r vieu of rm.r article but rather a vd~a
cracklng at tack 0 the author . Les Brookman w nted to Tefu~e to run 
the :->tic1e but I insisted "th t 10 do so, becB:Us I think his rema.rk 
~ill hurt him far oro than they will a . N turallJ I will igllore hi 
"iTi a - cracks" and 'ill make r..o reply in p:r-irtt . 

! sent !Crug yo ll" 3¢ "15 X 18 , II priced at ~100 and he is interested 
and a~ked for th various Ie tel'S and opinlons :e - same . Thea I rum 
sendin& to hin today. 

I am aturning her with copy of your 1 tt.r to Atherton. also tho 
letter from Ezra . I think z is right about the wo pr~ncipal 
Coofed collectors in leu York . Everyone se ms to have t!1eir numbor 
but I doubt if eithar one has any idea of the esteem in 1J.llich they 
are ~eld . 

Please p rmit :1.e to ack a-ledge r deipt of your lettors of the 17th 
and 18th nd to tell you that I enjoyed both very r!uch . Congl'>a.tula.tlons 
to both I'rs . B. and yourself on your 34th anniversery. On ...lOV. 17 , 
1908, I had a baby boy over a year old, so you see I las a bid ahead 
of you. My but that sure does soem a long time ago . Pauline Frederick -
t ·arfield, Scheff , tc . I recall being in 1 e York early in 1908 and 
seei for th irst time , liThe rerry idow. 1I 

Thank Harold for the Bood advice on the ard matter . So far I haven't 
be n "asked" b'\: t I em I don t "no, a y t \ bat I will do . Perhaps 
I know more bout how lard is consider d tnan you do, and that is the 
r ason hy I ondered if I could afford to be tied up ~ith him in 
ny ay. ! a~ criticis d sevorely for permittinG a tribute I paid t 0 

my old friend Kn pp b iug published in the Seuren catalogue of his 
sale , nd it as rumored th t Souren p id my y to the sale . I 
certainly under tood that it n Carhart who desired me to go down 
nnd t at he paid my far , not expenses . I don't like such accusations . 
I hav all y bee friendly lit Souren but I have aVOided all 
businoss dealincs nth him. 

I have been sy do ng ,,-ome mounting for Krug , and have so. e further 
ork to do f r him. This includes mounting 11 s 20th Century from 
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#3 . Mr. Harold C. Brooks, Nov. 25, 1942. 

1920 to date . Arter I get thr'u with t 16 Krtlg lot I had 1..'Il 
mind to sta t work on a complot mounting job ror Hart of 
Kansas City but there is no hurry about the Hart work. 

As to your U. S. lot, I think we h!lve these prntty well ~eeded 
out and maybe another check- up will enablo you to doaide exactly 
the ne s y t ant to keep and mount perZ:lanentl . ~o doubt JOu 
still have a number that you :1ill decide to throVi out . I don ' t 
think you will have much trouble in making a decision on yoUl~ 
Confeds . It should be easy to ·veed these out if you rollo. a rule 
to l'etain only the rine. t i.tems and let all tho rest slide . 
fuatevcr you d cide to do ou kno ~ darn ~ell that I "111 help you 
in any .ay that I can. 

Don't ~orry about the Perry episode . Of Course it would be nost 
embarrassing if he ever found oue that I suggest d you s~nd the 
cover to him. You neod have no fear on thl.-. nd ve will close the 
book on it . 

I h ventt been able to do any thinS so f r on the Californ a letter 
she ts or the valentine cover but I am trying . So many frlends ~ 
write me that they can't a.ford to buy st~ps now, on account of 
taxes , etc . I think there is a chance that ~e n -~ have more of this 
trend as the months "'8 , he lCe I would be curei 1 About putting 
things in an auction to be held two or three months 1'-ence . Don ' t 
you aerea? 

H~, 1s Mrs . Brooke? Our bost rngards to you bot~ . 

Sincerely your , 



Dear ~r. Souren: 

R - ~ , Co 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

July 19, 1943. 

I am enclosing herewith a cover which belongs to Harold Brooks. 
It is an item I wish to purch se from him provided I can sat-
isfy myself as to whether it, 1s genuine or not. I thought per
haps you ould like to see th~s item s I think it is an ex~ 
tremely interesting pro lema I am hopine that you can be of 
some assistance to me in its solution. 

Yo will note it is a 1"2 .6.t1. rate to flCorisco - West (Coast of) 
Africa. The year date of the London p .m. on face is not legible 
but I believe that it is 1163." Note Liverpool marking on back. 
I think the numeral in the lower right is a "3," as the British 
"311 as more lilfe hat is left of this numeral than any other 
figure. Note the bottom 01' the 113" above. Granted tha.t the use 
ms ~ e York "Mar 4 1863" e find th t the officially quoted 
rate to West A1'l'ica" by British ail t that time as 33¢' per 
single rate. The total sum paid of' '; 2.64 was thus 8 times 33, 
and this seems to be confirmed by the "Sil under the 192. 

Up to this point everything abolt tho cover seems to be O.K. I 
cannot find any indication that all five stamps did not actually 
origina.te on the cover nor :)!lll I f'lnd any indicat· on ,h t there 
wore other stamps on the cover or less stamps t an ppear ut 
present. The cloth linAd envelope indicates a he vy ate and 
the craases also indicate bulky enola e. So f r se sood. 

.~ 

What is lII'ong, is the sum of' the credit, the 1.92. If this letter 
went American Packet hy was 1.92 credited to the British? Why 
did e keep only 72¢ out of th~ total 2.64~ sum of 72¢ for the 
U.S. P.O.D. 10uld only be 8 X 9~, whpreas we were entitled to 
8 X ~l¢ or 1.68 by American P cke+', or l6¢ Bea plUB 5~ int rnal on 
each r tee H d the letter Xone by C1nard hip (Briti h acket) 
the credit ould have een 2.24 ( 8 X 28) and "8 0 ld have re
tained only our 5¢ internal. or 8 X 5~ • 40~. 

Covers with pairs of the 90~ 1861 are extremely rare, in fact, I 
cantt recall hen I have seen quite as nice a combination aB the 
enclosed and if I can satls1'y myself that it is O.K. I certainly 
do not ant to miss the ppo~tunity or acquiring'it. 

But that' 1.92 does not make sense as 9tt 1'01' the U.S. per mngle 
rate ould be surd. It would not in any ~ay pay the 16¢ se and 
5rt internal. 

~t B your opinion as to ~hat is wrong? 

I think you 'ill p rhaps welcome the opport ni y to study this 
little probl m. 
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#2. Mr. Y. Souren, July 19, 1943. 

I considered the possibility that the use might h ve been after 
Jan. 1, 1868 at which time the rate. as cut to 22¢. No, 22 
goes into 264 exactly 12 t es, but the "8 11 under tle 192 shows 
an eight times rate, not a 12 times rate, and besides on such a 
rate the British would have been entitled to a credit of 12 X 12¢. 

Brooks purchased this c over back in 1926 from Robert c. ~!unroe 
a former Vice resident of tho A. .S. and a man who enjoy a fine 
reputation. I th1nk that unroe Told Brooks that the cover came 
to him in an original find. 

Sincerely yours, 

.S.--1 might dd that I hav no record of the ailing of an 
flAmerican p. ck til on .1aI'. 4, 1863 from ~e York. 

"1'. Y. Souren, 
394 _ark Ave •• 
N m' York, N. Y. 

S.B.A. 
,. 
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PHONE PLAZA 3-6077 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky • 

Dear Mr. Ash balook: 

Y. SOUREN 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLI!!:CTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
B ET . 53RD AND 5 4TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

July 28, 1943. 

Mr. Sour en showed me the cover with the pair of 901 1861 etc. and your letter in 
regard to it. I examined the cover, with him, and as far as the use of the stamps 
on this cover is concerned, the facts are clear. 

You have raised a very interesting pOint in regard to the credit on the cover, and 
I think I have a reasonable explanation of it. 

This cover was cancelled in New Yark on March 4. 1863 and has a London arrive.l stamp 
of March 17th. 13 days, which was average time in t hose years. Six days later, on 
March 23, it received a Ll~rpo&l transit marking on its dispatch to West Africa. 
While the cover is directed "via Fernando Po", I do not find any record of a British 
Postal Agency established there until 1874. At any rate, it went to West Africa by 
British Mail. 

The British hen a practically exclusive monopoly on the West African mail routes at 
that time and the~ regularly established charge was the basic rate of a shilling. 
Now the $1. 92 credit is exactly equal to 8 shillings. At the time this cover was 
mailed the rate to England was 24¢ per ~ oz . so a letter of 4 oz . addressed to Eng
land would ha.ve required $1. 92 postage, and if sent by American packet, we would 
~ve received $1 . 68 and the British credit would be 24¢. 

• With a BritiSh monopoly on the West Afdcan mails. and their well known domination 
of the ocean mail routes, it hardly seems logical that they would have been satis
fied to follow the postal treaty on routes which they served exclusively. The his
tor;r of the ocean mails SLloWS too many instances of their "hold-up" to keep the 
ocean mails running profitably for them. We know the facts of the postal conventions 
as far as ordinary uses are concerned and the $1. 92 credit on this cover cannot be 
reconciled to those facts . But we do not know whether there were exceptions to that 
treaty on certain routes. 

~. Here is a cover mailed to one of the most out of the wp~ places in the world ••• a 
tiny island off the West African coast. The U.S. took it 3000 miles across the At
lantic, and then the British took it about another 3000 miles, over a route in which 
they had no compelition. It looks to me, that in such cases as this, the British 
insisted that they were to receive the basic shilling rate, and the cover is so cred
ited. 

I think that if I were you, I ' d look behind the postal conventions anc see whether 
there were any peeferences given to the British on certain routes . I think you'll 
find them, or if they are not specific, you'll pr obably find that the British took 
their shilling ocean mail rate on any pretext whatsoever. This explanation certainly 
fits this covert and I ' ve seen other covers which can be explained the same way. 

Sincerely. 
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PHONE PLAZA 3-6077 

Stanley B. AShbrook, Esq. 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Y. SOUREN 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. 53RD AND 54TH STS . 

NEW YORK. N . Y . 

July 28, 1943. 

~ 

I am sorry to be so long in re~lying to your letter of the 19th, but I have been 
away from town Wltil this morning and your letter has been in the safe awaiting 
me. 

The only reason I asked you about the 90¢ single on cover was because I recently 1 Lo T 
had the privilege of seeing the whole Nixon correspondence, which contained a num- Z. ~ 73 
ber of similar covers, together with a great deal of other interesting material. ~ 
Mr. Behr had a note that you raised some question about the cover, but when he T I q ~ 
returned from showing the lots there was no time to check on it, and it was with- ~~ap 
drawn from the sale without prejudice. 

Today. your inquiry about Lot #252 from the recent Mercury Stamp Co. sale came 
in. I bought the lot for $50. I think you might like to see it and enclose it 
herewith. I bought it for my own collection and had no intention of selling it 
but if some~ne thinks more of it than I do, the pri~e 1s $250.00. so you can 
see that I really don't care to sell it. 

Now, about the cover you sent with the pair of 90¢ 1861 and other stamps. It is 
a highly interesting piece, and certainly a rare combination. The physical char
acteristics are sU£ficient to prove it, beyond any doubt, and, regardless of your 
discussion of rates and credits, I consider the cover to be a genuine use, on a 
basi< of thE; physic£ll characteristics; and I have examined it very carefully from 
that point of view. 

When it comes to a discussion of rates, it is necessary to consider that this let
ter was mailed during war time and we have no we;{ of knowing just what regulations 
were in force, or whether the covers were correctly marked. 

I showed the cover to Mr. :Behr t with your Ie t t er, a nd he has made en explanation 
which can be made to fit this cover. I asked him to write to you and tell you what 
he thinks. I don't went to be involved in a question of opinion. My examination of 
the cover is on a different basis altogether and I am satisfied that it is the 
right thing. 

Wi th kind personal regards. I am, 
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Dear Doc: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Feb. 25, 1943. 

Please note the enclosed cover. The l¢ 1851 is a Plate 
One Early indicating a use in July 1852 but the 3¢ did 
not look like an 1852 color. Simpson thought the 3¢ was 

OR2L , but he wasn't sure. 

If this use was prior to 1856 then this cover must have 
been a Prepaid Way. If it was 1856 then it might have 
been a prepaid carrier in Boston. 

What do you think it 
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D ar Doc: 

434 0 'ch rand Ave., 
Fort Thomas . Ky. 

June 1st, 19 3. 

H re"li"1th the tv;o cover., as p !' J ours 0 t' c :29 ·,h. 
aro unusuo,l . 

i h uest wishe~ t; 

P •• --R -h 
P 11c0.1. 
enpoLrod in the 
the new t. p s 

rnad tl photo 
Swi 8 to 1. I 
a stud _ t f f' 

cover . 

Your -0 . ; 
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DR. WILLIAM B. LAMB 

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

327 MAIN ST .. . .. ... .. HAMILTON. OHIO 



434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Tho~as, Ky . 

i . • Lamb , 
st. , 

Ohio . 

~ e r loctO"!": 

lOV . 3, 1943. 

I 8.!' Y" t )'YiY> ine: +-r,. two co ;er's here "it l1 f3.S per ours of 
t e ~"'t . I 1SE'1 'orr. 9X .l.es" an cp:tnion on f'rcliks , hence 
b~ co Ie excused . Regardins an opinion on the Black 

e.ck sr-lit . I rui Jh"i- a'd., ho 'eve I that this was a 
/tDrop l.lstter" t~ru t e ood "_1, CO:>1 •• Post Office , 
aJ; I: entl. in 18660 he drop 'nate (so .led) p..t t":is 
orflc a.s 1/ in 18G6 . 

J- 'in~ tl-'e 0-;:;',.., r item, my oplnion is th1;l.t it is ~e·:1uine . 
Co' ers f'rr l1" Ven€quela, Vi 3 <'t . Thomes t tl'ls peJ>iod are 
~el' ~~uon Qld f1" ~ue tly elr a 10¢ 13 1 a~Q a c . ' . I . st~ p • 
. 'hi le I:_ e po k 0 -lerJ.;..>;e of • . • ! . ~t illp , 1 Y op1ni n is 
thr ... t this copy i c; en') in C-.l d no Q ou.:t sho:m on the 
co er e 

:y iee for the opinion on t i~ 
postace . If thie cover Oft for 
i~ b J1no i~ at a fair price . 

u£, turn 
intert.:st d. 

, I have> hee flO :'.1 ttle expE,'cicnce 'l ta:: ps, I ... la.ve 
neVOl' l:ad oce sion to attemp"; I:.J.ny preservin, the 
~'m n rpoci ene stuck t )ht to Dum P'o s . AL pres~nt I 
have a rli .. lp rb blo('·k of nine 30 'jolUl"lb:tans stuck t i ,ht to an 
"'.lbum page on llCCOu.nt of dftm,p;!~cs"" , al:3o SOr.le very f~ .ne sin,:,los 
of thi ir,3Uo . I a ~ invent atin!)' 8'; present a sa:o 11 uhod 
of removing them iute.ct :Li' successful. . ill be GIn to 
paps the informatton on you. 

very truly o~rG, 



DR. WILLIAM B. LAMB 
OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN ANO SURGEON 

327 MAIN ST .. .. ...... HAMILTON. OHIO 



, 

, 







Dr . '-,:1 . E. Lamb , 
327 1'._a in ut ., 
Ha.milt on , Ohio . 

Dea-(> Doctor: 

434 outh Jrand ,lv e ., 
Fort Tho_nas, Ky . 

Dec. 29, 1943. 

Re - yours of th'" 87th. The K an,}) covers w>-r .llit8 fme , 
the D. V, . I . staItpS bein:," tieu ti€,ht to the covers , whereas 
y our r-tamp h8 s only a 8,11a11 p~rt of the c. or".o:r' tied. 

Ny guess vrould oe thut thi~ ,,"auld r.Ja1rc t:. tremen "ous 
dif_'o~~onco in value . I wo ld not b~ interested in your 
cover at any pY':lce like t'he one ~1 ent ioned in your lottor . 
I think tho value at your corer is sJ.~ply a lot 1801 on 
cover pl-,lS an uU'l),Red copy of' the D. • I . stant . Can you 
£'1£u1'o oth"3r·dse? 

Sincerely :/ours , 



YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS! 

• A MEMO FROM-

, 

, 

, 

116 Nassau St. 

NEW YORK CITY 
Tel. BEekman 3-3524 

23 March 1943. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

The enclosed cOVer isn't 
rare, by any means. The markings are common. 
But it has brought about so much discussion 
in my office among cover collectors who dis
agreed on various factors that I thought it 
might possibly be an apt sub~ ct for one of 
your quizzes. If you would like to photo
graph it for such a purpose , you are welcome 
to. 

Some of the questions t~at 
came up about it, (and I admit that I can t 
answer all of them) are: 

~no put the stamn on? Havana, Portsmouth, or 
even Boston? 

Vfuere wa s the Steamphip 10 applied? Havana or 
Portsmouth? 

, Did the Cahawba go direct from Havana to Ports
mouth, and the cover fi»st touch 
the mails at Portsmouth, or wa s 
it carried out o~ the mails to 
there? 

Did the ship captain collect a fee, and where? 

No doubt there are many more 

• Downtown New York's Largest Personal Service Stamp Dealer • 



that can be asked and that may develope some 
interesting_replies. If you wish to use it, 
go ahea~. f you don't consider it worthy of 
it, just return it at your convenience, envel-t 
ope enclosed herewith. 

Very tru~y yours, 

, 



• 

~. 

Mr. Herman Her's t, Jr ., 
11 ' Nassau. st., 
New York, N. Y. 

~t:: r }l' . Her~t: 

434 South Gra~d Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

El.!'ch 29, 1943. 

I EID r~tLrring here ith the Gover you enclo~ed in yours 
of the ~0rc:. . It cartai! ly i .s an int .resting ~tem and I ~laS 
g l ad to Lee it . The . ole Etor-y v·ould be qu i te qimple if 
it "!A.sntt for the 3rt ..,tal"1p and especially for the Port mouth, 
N.. ost .lark . Ithc t t €tse, th n it would be siM. 1'1 !l 
lett r from Havana brought into e" York by a ship off the 
regular u. u . ' 1 Lin &n r ted rt 10 cue on ~cliv~ry in 
BOf'lton. 

I ..., 1 i€v tt t the 1 t...tea,·u:h1p 10' 'PUE: r ppJ.ie llt} G York . 
In fllct, I 'thLk I co'~d p:"'ove that it "iao . le" York bed 
three typos of' this ranust &mp J all IT.€' ~uring 28 eu:..d all 
tr.:.r€'e <:11i ,htly dif'!.\. rent . r:er.ey eI'e :'i c1pally on mail fro 
Cuba bro "e;ht to 1 e\" J. oi.'k 'Jy: 'chC') ships of 'Ch6 reg'Ll r "ail .tline . 
Tl:1e p ;":c(..l r :"rr:"'in: 1. all'lyp , II cJr6. it:r: s c,rttt".n 
"flavs' th't idcrtlfy it . I hAV~ lite E. r-wnber of examples 
to provo Ue .t'la"'s of' vrriou" years of u e . I nclo. e a co'-or 
sO .. ··!1.£ f: u e in s..y 18, • ro . ca~"" co 'P r it ,. it 'VOUi'" co T~r 
nnC no dOll t yo ill ag~e ti t both a~o from th0 ~~TIe hand
:Ji-t.mp e 

You v,il1 rot ..... that t e l(tt""r if:' rou'ed II,., !' (' 1 .ba." dOL 't ---knou .uch £.b')ut 7 i8 sri p xc pt (l it "lae a st ... a hip and 
t hat 1.:1. ~.t~:':'4: :che P •• G. mr -e a sPdcia ar:."angenel t· .. · it11-th~ 
liownel,~!1 of t "<-' ""an1c'e Bla.e t1.rr_or and Cahawba." 4·0 con cy 
mils "en.:.-ntor -' 1 y bet "een .£ e ~I V. ]~k and Havana and e:( Orleans 
and. 1:T \tana C\~ tI er lett r . I su~ ot.c +,he Caha:vha "as on tho 
Nev! York r'.111 S~.LI. [e l' ck , .. rrior on the 1 e Orlean<=: run. 
Evidnntl y this st:>..n.e e.rr n, en cnt a.s .t ill in f ICt i 1858. 

II Steamship lOll meant Ii '1" . ~ . co tv.[lct lIa.J eh l.p, henc, thal'l) 
would have been no "sh1 p fee" on such a letter. 

A~ a gue2s , I tr.ink the ''''1ter I'1ppLieu the:): ~t p in rav na . 
This was !'re,:u{)ntly do'tle thDuBh illegal , with ~l rOITL Cuba, 
South Arne' iCn., exico and the Irdi ~s , the riter n J 1..'1 caf'e in
tending to ..... end the I· tt r p"1iictoly to I F'.w "'o"'lr '- d r 'lil~d 
there t the r,gulp' vi dOu~ftic ~Dte . 

It looks to me like t. e letter might have been sent t/) lorl;sn.outh, 
.'H. '£'Y GI'r?£ i'rom 1 VI York, ins tead of to -qos ton, 1l.!1'.l qt ro ... ts 

mouth it was po~tmarkcd i'..l1d c:nt to Boston. On the ot:t • han<l , 
if the 6tj tal~lp ""as on the lctte~(' ihsu it reached ITew . ork 'lhy 
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#8 . Mr. Herman Herst, Jr., arch 29, 1943. 

was the letter rated "Due 10" at that office instead of 
"Due 7?" We frequently see such mail with a 3¢ staMp and 
rated as If Due 7" at New York. But if there was no 3¢ stamp 
on this lett~r when it reached lew York who appplied it? 
~~y should Portsmouth do SO? I dou t if strangers in those 
dn:ys were putt ing 'lit stamps on other peoples ~11. 

I thinl: thC1"f, is little dOlJ,bt the " team ... hip 10" V1E:.S a jew York 
handstamp and applied at tl'lJ'3.t of ice. I don't think these 

ar¥-l.ngs wor'e appllec. aboard the mail ships as there were GOO 

mllny trill 11 sh ps nd .not e!1ough individual handstamps. I have 
made qujte C\. bit 0 study along this l.ne bee-ause some writers 
in.:: i tc theso la~.l"king8 were ap~li d aboard the ships. 

1- s i ply cn.nrot account~ for the :t 0 tsmouth p stlllD:rk on tria 
cover 'l'.DIes r' stated above th _ let or v:as s~nt b error to 
Port·~mout ~ il"E't ad of :.t.oston. If t e "Cahf1wbs"" nn' er con
tract ry U. S. nallo end yas bo1~g ~aid 2¢ p r letter by 
the •• D. h, c Id ~ot lrg 11~ cell ct n ~xtrn fee. e210cs 
"~te ~hi'P lOll 'a nClt ~ lie' to ordil1Etry lvtteE' .-.w.1.1 . 

I 0 ..... ' t r ave an tl in· t do T i'h the rrost Suge of the ile.telic 
Pe ch Crcho ... d down in 0~'l:;fj.ela, 1 . J ., ..:inc-a 'e Iv<s Bubstituted. 
me :01-'1 .. eedham as a t I'g;t ~or tt lot of da!Tffi foolish and ment lly 
ill 8urcastic rer.ar·k ... , but ::1' he J-S as all wiEe as he . r tend$ to 
be ];:Crhup8 L.e c rid expltin t'.iE ('ove ...... 

I confess '1 cannot, b'l..l~ _f a.n bo y ca11, .i'll be 0~11y too "lad 
to learn. 

T~111n '8. 

, 

... 





---------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. G. V. Luerssen, 
uhlenberg Park, 

R.D. 1/2, 
Reading, Penna. 

Dear Ar . Luerssen: 

434 outh Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Oct . 29, 19 ",3. 

I am returning herewith th two covers as per yours of the 25th, 
these being lots 525 and 527 in the recent Laurence & Stryker 
sale of the Babcock collection. 

I regret to inform you that in my opinion, both of these covers 
are fraudulent, that is, the stamps which are now on the covers 
1 re not used originally. 

First, the cover to Bon Kong ith a 24~ and lO¢ 1869. On the 
reverse of thi cover is the New York postmark in red, reading, 
"New York Paid All - Apr 24 - Br. Transit." The London postmark 
sho'ls -liLy 69." In my opinion, this cover was actually used on 
these dates, .that is, no cha.nge has been made in the yea.r date "69." 

The Prencil figure "1" shows that the letter was a single rate, and 
the '32" beneath the London postmark 1s the U. S . credit to the 
British Post Office of 32~. If only 34~ was prepaid originally and 
out of this sum 32¢ was paid the British, then all that the U. S. 
P.O.D. would have received lOuld have been 2¢. On such mail to 
China, via British mail fro England our share was lO~, hence the 
original postage must have been 42¢ and possibly prepaid by a 30¢ 
1861 and a l2~ 1861. Such i1 usually bore these two stamps . 

There 'Iere tvo rates to Hong Kong via London at this time in 1869; 
(1) British Mail via Southampton 34¢. On such mail our credit to 
the British as 24¢. (2) To .mgland and thence Via arseilles, to 
Hong Kong, 42i. The credit on such mail ~as 32¢. It will be noted 
that the letter was originally routed by the former but it was not un
usual for the postal clerks to s gest a change in such routings in 
order to obtain better time in transmission . 

If you 111 refer to the S.U . S. you ill find "April 24 1869" 
OPPOSite the Ii tins of the 24¢ 1869. This is supposed to be the 
arliest knom u e of the 24¢ stamp and such a date ~as taken from 

£hls identical cover some years ago before it w s realized that the 
cover as not genuine . Therefore, the date in the catalogue is an 
error . 

s I have repeatedly stated, genuine covers with the 24¢ 1869 are 
quite rare, hence my record of early uses (genuine) is rather small 
and does not include any as early as even ay or June of 1869 . 

Second, regardin the 50¢ 1869 cover . The u~e is supposed to be 



#2. Mr. G. V. Luerssen, Oct. 29, 1943. 

from New Orleans on " ar 31 1870." The U. S.-Rrench treaty ex-
pired on Jan. 1, l87d, and a new treaty was not signed until 1874. 
During this period arrangements were made t~ forward mail, pre~aid . 
to destination in France thru Ldndon, and thence by British ma 1 under 
the "terms of the Anglo-French Treaty." . 

The "6" in the "New York Foreign 'xchange post~ark" shows a credit 
to the British of 6¢, hence if 30¢ was originalIy prepaid on this .~ 
letter one wonders why the U.S. P.O.D. retained the large sum of 24~ 
for its internal rate. If this use was in March 1871, or 1872 or 1873 
(for example) and the cover had a 10~ Bank Note, then all of the mark
ings on this cover would be in order with the exception of the black 
cancelation which purports to tie the strunp and the red orange en
circled IIPD" which also purports to tie the stamp. Both of these are 
fraudulent. I am enclosing a photograph of such a 10~ rate cover, a 
use in April of 1872. You will note the same red New York postmark 
with the 6~ crodit (6¢ out of 10~ was correct, not 6~ out of 30¢), the 
same type of London marking, the same general type of French receiving, 
reading, "Angl - Anb - Calais" and a large red encircled "PD." A. 
combination of these three types of markings was used between July 
1870 and July 1874 on single rates to France with rates of lOt. 

In other words, this cover originally was probably a lot Bank Note 
cover, Similar to the photograph, and the loi stamp was removed and a 
30t 1869 substituted. 

Further there was quite a bad fold in the folded letter and in the 
substitution the present 30~ stamp was "bent" in accordance with the 
fold but this bend was never a fold and the stamp is undamaged. An 
examination of the fold beneath the stamp shows the effect on the 
folded letter sheet. 

I run sending a copy of this letter to my good friend Mr. Robert 
Laurence. I . 

My fee for the examination and opinion on these tlO covers is 10.00. 

Sincerely yours, 



l 
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434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Oct. 30, 1943. 

Mr . ,arl Antrim, 
1407 0econd St. South, 
Nampa, Idaho. 

Dear N'r . Antrim: 

Herewith the three covers as per yours of the 23rd. 

You are quite right, . your No. 1 is a "bet'lNeen the Lines" 
item though there is no evidence that it VJaS carried thru 
the Lines by the Adams Express , though I balieve the chances 
are that it wa a • The letter is dated ow Orleans, Aug. 9, 
1861, which is quite a late date for such mail. The Louisville 
postme.rk is Algust 17, which is indeed late. President Lincoln's 
proclamation was dated Aug . 10, 1861 (forbidding the transmission 
of mail). The absence of the Adams Express markines indicates 
that the Express Company feared to use their markings because of 
the New Orleans orisin. 

Re - yo~~ No.2. The Emerson markings on che back do not mean 
a thing and in my opinion the cover il;8elf is not a. "Blocade cover~ 
simply because it does not shol that it originated elsewhere but 
at Nassau in the Bahamas . From Unssau it was carried over to 
Havana where it was placed on board a U. S. Mail Steamship. The 
single rate from Havana to New York was lO¢. The pencil encl~cled 
"2" meunt a double rate , hence 20¢ of which 6,. was paid in ntamps 
ana. l4)i was due. The letter illS brought into NeVI York and t'orwnrded 
on to Boston where l4t was collected. from. tho addr·ossee. A cover 
like this should not be worth 01"0 than ,",5 .00 as it 1s l"oally nothing 
more than a liN. York Steamship" cover, which are by no mea.ns scarce. 

YOUI' #3 is a .. our times rate from Havana to New Orleans in February 
1864. It is similar to the auove except that it was totally ~paid 
and 4 X 10¢" vras due on delivery in Now Orleans. The IlSteamship" 
here meant the same as the IIN .York staa ship," Via, that the 
"origin" of roceipt of the letter vms by U. S. Mail steamship. 
'l'ha t is, a ship under Government contr ct to carry the U. S. Mail 
over a Governme t Mail Route. 

If you do not mind may I give you 
years of experience in this game . 
if in doubt on any cover of value 
wise to buy real estate without a 

a bit of adVice, learned thru 
Be careful of vh~t you buy and 

nave it authontic ted. It is not 
thorough examination of the title. 

How odd that you should own the cover of Vihich I sent you a photo
graph. I tried ~o buy your cover from Samps on. It is an awfully 



• 

• 

# 2. Mr. Earl Antrim, Oct. 30, 1943. 

nice item. 

My fee for the above is 5.00. I'll be only too glad to 
give you advice on any items offored to you and will be glad 
to submit any items th~t I think might interest you. 

Sincerely yours , 

P. S.--If you arc interested in covers you should have a copy 
of my book on the l~ 1851-1857 - Vol . 2. Have you by chance a 
copy? Also have you a copy of my ~oon on the loi 1855-1857 • 

S. B. A • 
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Mr . Earl Utl im, 
1407 Second St . South, 
lampo, Idaho . 

D I' Sir: 

434 &outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Oct. 19, 1943. 

I am in recoipt of y~ur letter or the 26th. From time 
t tJ;'n6 I h&ve some nice Confederate items placed in 

t;.. my hands for sale and I will keep your 1nq-.l.iry before me 
in case anything unusual tur~s up. 

~. 

Recentl/ I disposed of Rorn~ vor n .ce t'risoner of 'ar 
covers. 1,"ould such items interest you? 

I lave n very beaut if'lll "Amorican L0ttel~ E:x:tYi?Gs" " cover. 
As you are no doubt oxmro these are ,)xtreme1y rare . This 
one is a 3~ u. S . &tar Die envelope -lith the circular marlr ... 
ing in blue II Am. Let~or Exp. Co . .. Luu;isville I Ky . - .July 
7 1861. II So far n.S I am aware, t:lis 1s a f1r"'t de cover 
of this servico. The cover 1s addressed to as v Ie, Tenn. 
and in add_t ion, it hac a blue "PA!D. I: 

I am enclosing photo of a similar item from the s ne 
'!Knovr1es" corresponde:'1ce . 

The price 0-:'" this item is .,'125 .00 . 

Thanking yo for your 1ettJ~' I am 

Sincere1 .. ! yours, 

. ' .. \ 



• 
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434 South Grand Ave., 
Port Thomas, Ky. 

October 19, 1943. 

Mr . L. L. Shenf'iold, 
250 Pa.rk ve ., 

ew York, .l .Y. 

Dear Larl'Y: 

Please note tho enclosod. I never 
hca~d of this party and I do not find 
him listed as en A. P.S. Member . Is 
he O.K. ? If so, is he a piker or a 
substantial buyer? I have no time for 
the former. 

'ill apnreciate you" cOTIlL.ont . 

Sincerely yOuj. ... s , 



I he R. ;So pLATT 
GIf ve B Fond ev> e.. '€_- -
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Mr. Stanley R. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky. 

Dear J'{Jr. Ashbro Ol{: 

34-36 state st., 
Alba ny, N. Y. 
February 18, 1947. 

On December 30, 1946 I forwarded 
you a copy of a letter that I v:rrote to Dr. Ch8se, 
copy of which is enclosed, also copy of Dr. Chasels 
reply. 

I will be pleased to for-'crd to Y01.l 

copy of the cover' r'efeI're.d to from Plate 3, if you 
would like to seA it. 

Any c OTmen ts from Y01- on tnis or 
the other four items mentiolled would be appreciated. 

Sircerely yours, 

~~ 
RSP:Q R. S. PIa tt 

Fort Orange Stamp Club (Pres.) 
Albany, N. Y. 



4r . R. V e Plntt, 
v4-~G state !...t ., 

Albany , • • Y. 

Dc r ·r . PI tt: 

Fob. 20 , 1 7 . 

In .~ ply to ~ OU1' 1 tter o· the 18th, I 
ill bo "Iud to look t th, tp pant· .oncd, bu 

r:ry f ~ for 67..Bl..inatlon ould h 5 . 00, e to 
cco:nnny the ~ta p . 

I ~ 
yo so kindly 

the cop os of lottero that 

I 
t1C Proof 
cup ble 0 
th at .p 

ca.nnot 1rul t1 in ~ hy you (Jon unlcfltod. '1th 
und s y rnz r . }a 11d be ubout as 
paL~ ng on uch an it aa I IOU 1 0 
o· .~ han1stnn . 

811corely y ura , 



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
A . P . S . 2497 

100 HENRY COURT 

FT. THOMAS , KY. 



Dear Mr.Ashbrook: 

34-36 State st., 
Albany, N. Y. 
February 25, 1947. 

I have your interesting letter of February 
20th in reply to my communication to you in regard to 
the perforated stamp from plate 3. 

There seems to be a misunderstanding on your 
part and on the part of Dr. Chase in regard to the fact 

~ that I wish you to verify my findings as to whether or 
not this is a plate 3 perforated stamp. 

There is no doubt in my mind as to the 
authenticity of my findings in this respect. However, 
there have been several people who have been interested in 
seeing this copy and I thought that you might liKe to look 
at it inasmuch as no similar copyms ever been reported. 

Your excellent volume on the 1851-1857 issue 
has made it possible for a collector who has worked on 
this issue, as I have, to determine without question in 
this case that the copy must come from plate #3. 

I recognize the fact that you are without doubt 
still the outstanding authority on the one cent 1851-57 
issue, but I was not looking for any free advice, I merely 
thought that inasmuch as you are still recognized as the 
out-standing authority on this issue that you would be 
interested in seeing and knowing about this and sevenu 
other interesting items in this issue which would come 
more or less under the heading of new discoveries. 

Your remarks about Mr.Brazer were rather 
amusing to me, as I had no intention of asking him to 
pass on this item, but when he was in Albany recently, 
he had an oppor~ity to see this copy and asked me to 
forward him copies of my correspondence in regard to it. 
In fact, although I have a close mutual friend in Mr. 
Thomas F. Morris who has collaborated fith Mr. Brazer 
on some of his work on essay and proof, I have argued 
with him at considerable length on several items that 
have come under dispute in recent years, and usually 
sided with you in your findings. In fact I had come 
to the same conclusions as you did on some of these 
before I had ever read any of your works on the subject. 
This, however, does not detract from my admiration of 
you or Mr. Brazer in the fields upon which you have 
proven to be most capable. 
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There are others who are anxious to see the 
copy of the one cent perforation from plate 3 and I will 
probably have it recorded with the Philatelic Foundation. 

If you are interested I would be glad at a 
later date to forward it to you at my expense for register
ed fees whether you wish to make any comments on it or ~ 
not. 

I would be glad to hear from you further in 
this connection. 

Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr . R. S. P1Rtt , 
34-36 State St . , 

Albany, N. Y. 

Dear hr. Platt: 

Feb . 28 , 1947 . 

I am in receipt of yours of the 25th. 

If you have a One Cent stru1P (1851- 1857) from 
Plate 3 that has genuine perforations you have an item 
that I have never seen , an item that would unquestionably 
be vnry rare llnd doubtless 'orth quite a premi um over an 
ordinary copy of a I¢' 1857 perforated stamp. 

Regar'dless of your convict ion that your stamp Comes 
froill Pl . 3 I cannot believe that you Hl'e rieht . If the copy 
does come from Pl . 3 I cannot believe that the perforations 
are genuine because I simply do not believe that nny stamps 
from that plate wt1re ever issued perforated. I seurched for 
such items for many many years . I believe that if I Vlere l~ 
your place I would desire to have the stamp authenticated by 
one who was recognized as the highest authority and I cor
tainly would b() S'illing to pay .['01' such an opinion inl.smuch 
as it would undoubtedly add value to the stamp to the extent 
of many ti"'l0S the cost of tho authentication. 

In this earne we have countless people ~ho aro con
stantly trying to get somethin~ for nothing. In other words , 
a bunch of "ohiselers ll who Rre looking for "sleepers . lI Such 
people do not he.1tate to impo e on me in an effort to obtain, 
free of cost , information upon Wh1Ch they can capitalize . 

I can assure you that it is a real pleasure for me to 
give any assistance th!'lt I can to honest to God collectors vlho 
are not out to chisel every rello { collector \;ith whom they 
ComO into contact . Gonuine collectors usually wr ite me '\'tono
what as follms: 

"nr . 
I 'iJill gllloly 

if you will gi va !..le this int3o:,"ma.t ion 
fee that lOU care to charge . ,... 

Nine times out of ten I give the information desired 
and state: "There is no fee," in spite of the fact that I 
might have spent much valuable ti~a in getting the data togother . 

Now Lr . Platt I never met you per~Bonally nor lmvc 1 had 
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arry previous corres)ondence with you, honce I have no idea as 
to which class you belong, but from your former correspondonce, 
I judge tbn t you boloncoto that clasF tho desired valuable 
infornat10n, but were no:, willing to pay for eaI:le . If I mie judged 
you I humbly offer a~ ap~lagy. 

You mentioned that you int~nded to have the item recorded 
with the Philatelic Foundation . I judge that you moant that you 
intended to have it passed upon by the Expert Committee of the 
Foundation. I might ada that I think this is a mffi t excellent idea. 

In conclusion muy I make the following comment. My good 
friend Dr . Carroll Chase is not only a vory thorough philatelic 

~ student but also one who is very modest . He studied tho One Cent 
stamps long before my time and he has quite an excellent knowledge 
of the One Cent Rtnmps from Pl . 3 . Ihat roally amazes me is th'lt 
Dr . Chase did not feel compbtent to giVE) you an opinio on your 
stamp. Yet you believe that you ure competent to do so . I assume 
this because you ,rote me as follows , quote: 

"There is ':1.0 doubt in !4Y Zlind as to the authenticity of 
my findings in this respect . " > • 

In other words , you aj~e convinced that your stamp is 0. 
genu:tne perforate frO .. i Plate 3 , to lhich I might add thnt I have 
little doubt tmlt you are absolutely wrong, but I recognize the fact 
that I am by no means infallible and thu.t I could be wrong in IfI1 
opinion. 

Very truly :rours, 



Mr.stanley Asbbrooke 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrooke: 

34-36 state st., 
Albany, N. Y. 
March 3, 1947. 

I am in receipt of yours of the 28th 
in reply to mine of the 25th of February_ 

In reply, as advised in previous 
correspondence my opinion of this being a Plate #3 ~ 
perforated item is based entirely on the findings 
from your book, which among other things states 
that a stamp with spacing such as indicated in my 
previous correspondence could not come from any other 
plate but plate #3, even if yoa entirely disregard 
the other indications which exist on this copy,- I 
can well imagine that there may be considerable 
beating around the bush before even an expert or 
an expert committee would be willing to acknowledge 
a discovery such as this, even if the determination 
of it were a fairly simple matter. Therefore, it 
is my opinion that this item will probably be 
referred to you anyway. 

, 

Until the plate and the plate position 
of the item has otherwise de~initelY been determined 
by the Philatelic Foundation, or other expert authority, 
such as yourself, the evidence indicates that it is 
a new find. 

In any event you will have an opportunity 
to see this item at some future date. 

Sincerely yours, 

RSP:Q 



ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35 TIj STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N.¥. 
CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E. STEINWAY MURRAY HILL 3-~~ 5667 
TREASURER 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM,JR. 
SECRETARY 

~w. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

March 21, 1947 

The enclosed 11 1857 on cover from Albany, 
New York, has been submitted to the Expert Committee 
with the request that they examine it to see if it is 
a perforated stamp from plate 3. The submitter claims 
that according to your book no other plate but plate 3 
could have suchsfacings regardless of other indications 
which exist on this copy. 

From what little I know of it, I don't 
think it is a plate 3. However, this is probably 
simple enough to you. 

I would like to have this back by the 28th 
of this month. 

wsb/l 
encl. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 

Boggs 

.~ 

.. 



~r. \_ inthrop S . Roggs ~ 
% The PLi18telic .t'0' ndation, 

22 2n t 35th st. , 
Ue", York 16 , H. Y . 

Denr ~li 

Here !1th th l¢ 1857 cover . 

I kno t.he 0 mer of this cover and 1 e 
has acted so nnsty bout t'1is itclYl tha"i., ! ~10 11d 
no"':; fi '!e 'him a y l~!format ion on it under any 
circu <tancO's . 

'rhGre a:.~e s orne people in this GHnG' who 
a T'e perfect asses . Thi" chrp 18 one- of thorn. 

"Jill you kindly re:tr urse me tho rt'3turn 
post a c . 



1~ rch 51 , 1 47 . 

Mr . "inthrop S . Bou )<'! , 

,; The Philatelic FOlnd.ation , 
22 Bas; 3Bhh St ., 

Ne-w Yor}-: 16 , ~~ . Y . 

Deu"" • in: 

-~o 'ore l~SUtl. n t ,0 much to drn7! u .... ~ 
oo .. c _ l.S ~.OLS rro.n rrry Ie t tel' . I di.d not :3~;ute that 
tlv . it.M ~a~, or ,up not , from Pl . 3 . 

:'hu t I ' eant to co.wey wa~ th t in r:.y 
opinic:"1 the .lbany p rson .'us ~i '"ly a louse and 
that I 'v'/O lld not C:!.vo hirr. e.n-- i for .. utio.1 l~'1atso 
ever n !"'in . tC' . .lp. 

If tl' '{pert Con;.littQe is 'naola to 
obtD.1!'. thA 7.nfor.:m..cion thl t the pn -cy do ire I do not 
see t.hnt ~1.ny blruae C&n b "1ttuol~od to tho Cor::nittec . 

Yo "r'" tc. , 

, 



A THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35 Ttl STREET 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN NEW YO RK 16, N. Y. 
CHAIRMAN 

THEODORE E. STEINWAY MURRAY HILL 3~ 5667 
TREASURER 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM.JR. 
SECRETARY 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook~ 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

March 27, 1947 

Thank you for returning the cover and I 
enclose herewith the twenty-nine cents to reimburse 
you for the postage used in sending it to us. 

The Committee merely has to answer the 
question, "Is it a perforated copy from plate 31"? 
Furthermore, the Committee does not know who submits 
an item and I merely act on instructions. 

I take it from the tone of your letter that 
the item is not from plate 3. 

Irrespective of who the party is who submits 
the item, it is the duty of the Committee to endeavor 
to answer the question, which is why the cover was 
submitted to you as being the most knowledgeable man 
on these stamps we know of. 

wSb/l 
encl. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

FOUNDATION 

.~ 



, 

Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

34-36 state Street, 
Albany" N. Y. 
April 30, 1947. 

I have been reviewing the correspondence 
between us on an item which bas many indications of being 
a perforated stamp from Plate #3 of the 1851-57 issue. 
I am forwarding to you v~registered mail this item 
referred to. 

The Expert Committee of the Philatelic 
Foundation did not pass on it as a plate #3 item. 
Enclosed is a copy of my reply . I asked them to give 
me the plate and positign number of the item. I also 
asked them not to remove the stamp from the cover. They 
have in handling the item torn open the cover along the 
sides and partly or entirely removed the stamp as evidenced 
by gum smudges that were not present before. However, 
the original gum is still indicated as used in placing the 
copy on the cover. 

If you will refer to my letter to you 
of March 3rd, you will see that their finding was some
what as I expected. This does not discourage me because 
I do not think their findings in this case as expressed 
do the item or the inquiry any justice. 

The more I stUdy this item, the more 
resemblance I see in photos, position dots, spacing, etc. 
with descript:t ons l and illustrations for plate #3 in 
your volume #1. There are some plate marks, position 
dots etc., as referred to in previous correspondence 
(and possibly some rust markings) that should enable 
you to determine the plate and pmsition on the plate 
if this item is not from plate #30r as from plate #3 
if a similar inperforate copy has previously been 
identified as coming from that plate. Will you please 
do this, and advise me wha t fee you 'Nish. 
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If this is not from Pla te 3, I do 
not have any exp~anation for approximately Ii M •. M. 
spacing at the top right. 

There are in my collection several 
other items from this same period and correspondence. 
I do not believe I would have any great difficulty in 
proving to others my own conviction of the genuineness 
of the usage and perforation. 

Yours sincerely, 

RSP : '~ Richard S. Platt 



'" 

.:C'e R. S. Platt, 
34 - 06 utnte st., 

Al ba y, 1, . Y • 

Dea.r TTY' . Platt: 

Lay 2nd, 1947. 

I a~'l in r'oceipt of your rOCistel'ed le"l.;t"or of the 
;.sOth. If' you will refer to L'rJ letter 07> Fp,b . 20th, 
.. ~01; -:i:1 f~TV~ t L. t I advised you tho t I \loulcl oxnminc 
your sta.~p and th[~t the ~'ee wO~l.ld be .. ,5 . 00 . 

1m'''' IJ.d, ~-ou forw!l-:,'ned yo lr covel' to tlie ~xper't 
CO!:r.lit tee 6i' the 11lilutc] ic FOU!1f_ &tl.on. I cO'!.J.ld hays told 
you in a vance th t they coulG not; furn:lsh you w:tth the 
inforwttlon y01~ tl.r:.ir's. 

'10 be qu:i.t(~ i'pank. I did !,ot like tha v;' y in v'aich 
you ha.ndled thi' mutter> from the beeinning . You had a copy 
of my One Gont Book < nd if you Y/01'.l( hav.~ Vi!'i :ten me und 
pub~itt. d the cover I 'doulci h~·n:a been sInd to have Given you 
EI.ny inforn.f ion you wished f'l'ee of nny fee . lnst~ad 'ou 
fent the item to II!' . Chan ar>d .. ven wrote Brazer about it, 
nnd H.S n l'l8t :C'esort, instoad of on. inc it to no, you pre
ferred to send it to the Fonndnt1on And Jay them n fee, 
1'8. thO:2 chan L1C. 

I do not sUPvof:.oe that :::;}1111"e if~ anyone in the Co' nt!'Y 
who hEl.. alwRYs been more pleascc! to help his fellow collector 
thon rayt'elf an I have given fN'cly of .IIy t.:me :L~ this re
f'pect fo~ mf.~ny y ars . After the very 'Unethical !n'3.n:r.er in 
which you ha TO acted I JU )P036 thpt the u\rerugo person in 
plaae woul( return the coYer to you and refuqe ahy inf:z"~mation 
on it. If p_rcp..unce I '::u Ie luisjudged you".:' intent.:..ons In 
this matter and if you can give me a satisfactory explanation 
I will be willin to l.'"n ,\! the O ... ~rel'" I nade in my letter of 
Feb. 20tho I will hold your covor pe~ding roply . 

Sinceroly youro , 

.~ 



J 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

34-36 SDate street, Albany, .N. Y. 
May 5, 1947. 

Your letter of Ma¥ 2nd received. 
Enclosed is my check in the sum of $5.00 for fee,as 
requested. 

As the recogniz~d leading authority 
on the issue of the item, you would naturally expect 
to receive the first opportunity to examine this item. 

I sent it to Dr. Chase as explained 
in my letter to him and copy of which I was courteous 
enough to send to you. FUrther, I hnve met the gentle
man persona 11y and wha t correspondence I ba ve had wi th 
him in the past has always been satisfactory. Mr. Brazer 
also received a copy of this letter at his request, but 
the item has never been referred to him, as per my letter 
to you of February 25th, 1947. 

In your letter of February 28th in 
reply, you said in regard to my :int~ntton to send it to 
the Phila telic Founda tion for recording. "I might add 
that I think this is a most excellent idea". You now 
say you could have told me differently. Up to that 
stage there had really been no necessity to secure further 
expert determination of the item in question. I think 
ac tion h9.s been mos t ethical on my part. 

The fact that the expert committee 
evidently were not able to identify the item, as requested, 
but accepted the fee for an incomplete report might be 
questioned on various grounds. See copy of my reply which 
I forwarded to you. 

My idea has been to identify this item as 
a rare find, not so much as to increasing its value in the 
eyes of the profit-seeking philatelic world, as a recog
nition of the result of considerable contribution, time, 
work, study and philatelic kno'lledge on your part, the 
part of Dr.Chase and many other collectors and students, 
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and that those mentioned and many others would ike to 
see it. If the stamp is a perf~ted item from plate #3 
its value as a rare find is not affected, even if there 
are no experts who can identify it as such, or fail to 
prove it otJ.ler'ise. 

However, it is my belief that with the 
net results of all the above, ad your out-standing ability, 
you have accumula ted a knowledge and reference informa tion, 
tha t places you in a posi tion to defini tely identify this 
item as from plate #3 or from a definite position on some 
other plate, and to explain the sp~cin~ ir it is not from 
plate #3. 

Of course if you select to examine 
this item and verify it as from plate #3, there would be 
a considerable money value added to the item if I should 
want to dispose of it at some future date, when breaking 
up my collection. 

Rt:>P!Q, 
Encl. 

Yours sincerely 

V~ 
R.S. Platt 



... 
). 

~r . . • S . Platt , 
34-3E state st., 

I\lbony , r .Y. 
Doar f r • Platt: 

Hny 7, 1:147 . 

I u. in reccl.pt of yours of the 5th with check 
enclosed for .,5 .00. 

I fail to und rstnnd \"l. y the Pl ili_ telic Foundation 
exp "'es. ed the; opin Lon th t . our stamp Vlua not !.ror:l Plate 3 . 
I rat ... 1el' :L 1 'gine -chr t it was not> inc r.10re tl ~n a guens on 
thci!' par't and if so he;r hnd no riGht to charge you u fee . 
1 will ~:elcol':';eJ further in!i"ormntiol; 0 .. this . 1 can flSS1U'C 

you that I did not g1 vo then any in!'o1'f"ln t ion . 

I regret to inform you that.: the ... tamp 1s not fro~ 
Plato ~, but rather f:com Plat ~~ . -It is d finitely pInt 
position ~9r\2 . If perch nce you do 'ht thi~ in any w y I can 
g ive you ~ n .l!leS of t 10 collectors with recon£.\tructions of 
Plate 2 ,1,0 could no doubt ph.te the stamp for you . Where 
you made ,Tour nL tn'k w ~S in the me· !'urements bet 'Jeen t i" 
copy and t~"' star.lp"to rie;ht. 

Pl' ,n~e note my One Cent Booic , Vol. 1 - pa~ n 1.54 l'\nd 
1;)5. Theso diagrums shoo, the II spnc i:1g" ;vas r:1easured . Now 
note Fig . 'I enclosed. Here agail is the spacing . It so 
hn.ppened thllt the upper side ornti.;te:nt on 50H2 'as short - see 
line X, on Fig . 2 enclosed . On your f,t "..p;-li e X io mis~;1j1g , 
nence you mad, yo:.1r measul"ement ~ per Fi~ . 2 enclo od . If you 
re not entirely satisfied I Vlill send :T(U ,xamples of 49R2 -

50R2 so that you can see for YOUl ... n~lf . 

ry One Cent Book ~as written reor than n decode ago and 
I have not r o.d it since it was ',"ritten , but I believe that I 
mentioned that inaGIDuch ns Pl . 3 had never been entIrely recon
structed that the way '~hat I identifl~d any doubtful Pl . 2 or 
3 copy w s to refer to ny Pl . Z reconstruction . If a Pl . 2 or 
:3 stamp did not come from Pl . 2 then it me surely Pl . 3 . SOIDe 
singles fI'OD Pl. 2 are very diffieult to identify , but the 
great. ajority have certain r'rin 3 that. a ce their identity 
quit po~itivc . It so happens and quite fortunately in this case , 
that 9R2 is one 01' the latter. 

Very truly your , 

c-



Mr.stanley Ashbrook 
33 N. Port Thomas Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrook: 

34-36 State St., Albany, N. Y. 
May 14, 1947. 

This is to thank you for your 
registered letter of May 7th, 1947. 

Your findings are quite comple te 
and satisfq.ctory in every way. Of course I feel 
disappointed that I did not explore more freely 
this probability of the missing side ornaments, that 
after all are not uncommon. 

It will not be necessary to send me 
an example of #49R2. Now that you ha~e identified 
it I can locate traces of the small crack between 
#48R2 and #50R2 on the copy. 

There is one item, ho~ever, that 
I would liJ.re to see and tha t is a good example of 
the rich colored items from plate #3. 

You have never expressed a demre 
to look at some other items I have mentioned that 
I would be glad to send to you not with the idea 
of further identification or a fee for you but if 
you wish to see them, such as a green canc~ella tion 
from a III A type from plate eleven, and one or 
two other rare cancellations I have mentioned. 

Very truly yours, 

RSP:Q. R .S. PIa tt 



Mr.stanley B.Ashbrook, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr.Ashbrook: 

34-36 State Street, 
Albany, N. Y. 
June 2, 1947. 

This is in reply to your letter of 
May 27th. I was very sorry that I was unable to ,. 
attend the Big Show in New York City because of 
press of business at that time. I certainly want
ed to get there bad enough, but was not able to 
mal{e it. 

In regard to the deep blue color 
from plate 3 item, I wish to thank you for your 
reference and will, at an early date, write to 
Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken. 

In the meantime I am forwarding you 
an interesting cover with a very deep rich blue 
copy. This cover is evirlently a hOme-1'!18.0e wrapper, 
the paper for which was lqter used as a diary, 
mos tly of the wea ther, evidently starting in 
January of 1858. Therefore, the December date 
of the post-mark could have been either 1856 or 
1857, depending on the plate from which the copy 
comes. 

I am also forwarding to you another 
interesting cover, which shows a perforated type 
2 used in conjunction with a three cent of the 1861 
issue, being a carrier usage, after the demonitiz
ation period in New York City. 

Another item I am forwarding to you 
is an imperforate one cent wi~h a large curved red 
"Paid" and a comparative study of tracings of the 
New york II Paid" used for the priod 1843 to 1850. 
This item has puz7led me for some time. It might 
be the same paid cancellation marked over wi th 
red crayon, by some child, or stamped with a slanting 
blow from a worn cancellor. 
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I am also forwarding to you five 
other items, all of which bu~ one, which is a 
green cancella tion on a plate 11 stamp, were not 
to my knowledge mentioned in your two wonderful volumes 
on the one cent of 1851 to 1857. These include a 
rather damaged strip of three showing 7lR12 as a 
big double transfer quite similar to 72R12, and 
about which we had some correspondence, also the 
black carrier cancelled on imperforate #4Rl late, 
about which I hBve written you before. There is 
also a margin block of 4 mint type 5 showing 
numerous curls and plate marks and a cover with 
double marginal perforation. 

In your letter of May 27th you offer
ed to pay the postage both ways, but I would rather 
pay this myself, and inasmuch as there are some of 
these i terns about ,"hich I am doubtful, I would also 
be glad to pay you a fee upon receipt of '3. dvicE"s 
from you as to woo tit 1'Jill be. 

The free-hand sketch in connection 
with the large cur~ad red 'Paid' cancellation was 
one of my firs tat tempts to illustra te for these 
items and led to my using in part your volume and 
in part free-hand to ~ke up a tracing in India 
ink on tracing-cloth, from which I have had made 
up numprous black and white prints, from which I 
have illustrated many of the items in my collect
ion, similarly to the items which are enclosed; 
the original is still in my possession. 

RSP:Q 
Encl. 

Very truly yours, 



r--------------------------------- ---- -.~---

r . R. S . Platt , 
34 - 36 Stat St.~ 

Ibn y, N .. Y. 

bear ~r . 'Pl.t t: 

June 6, 1947 . 

Under soparate cover I am toda; retul~lng by ~egist red 
all JO"J..r pages 0 t e l~ 1851- 185'7 as per youl~n of the 2nd. 

The follo'/ing are my co ents: 

Re ard -nr; t e O.le l:ent on the i"spper fron! Bo ton "Dec . It 
If th. bottom of the stamp (s not cut off I bel ieve th t it 
could be plated - As it is , nbont all thlt can bo stated is 
That it could have 0.0111$ L.'>o'l Plate 3 fnd probably did . °he 
color n impress on r ther indicate a Pl . :5 sta.mp. 

4RIL - Th' 3 arking is ~ost unusual on a Ii i perfor te , 
the reason' e1ng no doubo , tl~~ it did not c me into use until 
long efror the u~e()of the :!. per::'o;:,&tes had bean d_Bconti :med. Uses 
of the 1¢' imperforate after the middle 0 I8bB 8.l~e very ~CB.l"ce . 

Ie Typo I - Pl . 12 , ~ith double vertical 
Boston, W~ss . This freak perf is OSv a~usual . 
such iteI!'_'3 in the 3~~ 1861 and I have note A. f·'., 
I do not reca 1 seoing n l¢ 1~D7 before . 

perf (tu left -
~e see qUite a few 
in tho ;) ~ 1857 but 

}~ad P ID. Conditio much too. oor ~or a ,·ort- while 
opinion - I gave thi just e. ere lance and lily in.pression is thr>t 
it is a fnke - a paint job. In sue co d1tio it really. ould be 
i r t is ~ood or 

r.l plu 1./ 1857 - '1' ~(' II - P • 2 - Ver: intercstlnB -
ine t- t got' - it :m~ easier to 1 °t i't paso 

t:> e-o to the trouble 0 oil01 in it up a g colloc ... ing 
a penny fro t ~e addr .... ssee . 1.1:a c· s, i r~ this the P . IJ . & R. II re-
qu i red .. hat the P. ,~ . at de8tin~t. tLe "oversight I to 
washineton . 

Ii '57 - Pl . 12 - Double tralsfer - D~e to a typographical 
error the plate posltio!1s in my boo , Vor . 1 - page 619-' 20 - are 
iVrong . TIle block illustrated on pEloe 320 - is ,.,4R - 75 4R - 85R12 . 
Fig. 29M on p g 31 is not 72 12 CU 74R12 . Your strip is therefore 
73 - '74 - 75 12, and you are quite correct, 7~R12 10 quite a ~ice D.T. ~ 

1i 1 57 - Type V block. I do not consid r tha~ t ore is 



#2. r r. R. S. Platt , June 6, 1947. 

anything unusual about this block - [ost of the marks that you 
note are n ot consistent and arc si~ply ink blurs etc. 

Green postmark on 1st 1857. Drop letter at St. Joseph, !.1o . 
Very nice. I had no previous rocord on n l~ 1857 - IlIA. T' is 
St . Joseph Green is well known - most notably on Pony Bxpress 
covers of 1860. 

There is no fee for the above. 

I have for sale quite a few nice things in the One Vent 
1851-1857, and if youwuould be interested 1h acquirinG items to 
improve your collection, I \vl11 be glad to snbmlt . 

Sincerely yours , 



Mr. Stanley B.Ashbrooke, 
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Sir: 

34-36 state St., 
Alba ny, N. Y. 
June 12, 1947. 

This is to acknowledge with thanks 
your letter of June 6th 8nd receipt of materials 
returned by registereo matl. 

I want to thank you for your comments 
on the various i terns. You were right about the red 
"Paid" cancel. I finally made up my mind to try and 
remove the cancellation and found it was a fake 
painted job, - no wonder I had so much trouble in 
trying to identify it. 

I note your remarks in regard to 
having some nice items for sale, and I will probably 
take advantage of this and ask you to submit some of 
these items at a later date. 

.~ 

At the present time you might submit 
any nice covers that you have with combinations includ
ing the one cent stamp from California, especially 
for the ten cent rate or other items at your selection. 

It is only fair to tell you that I 
usually do not purchase items unless there is sonething 
of special interest tha t would fit into my collection, 
and I usually have been able to purchase items at a 
figure reasonably wi thin the current market value. 
Of course I have purchased several bargains in years 
past, and in some cas es have not rec ei ved va lue in 
return for my purchase. 

Very truly yours, 

~~. 
RSP:Q 







WEST END HOTEL, 
Ch ...... bel_ I8th.t., Phi .. :/;; 

aURO PBAN PLAN. 

• C. T. JOJE~. Proprietor. t-t/ll'l ~ e--
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Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau st ., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943 • 

Regarding Lot #523 in the Laurence & Stryker Sale of 
Oct. 19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot #523 24¢ green and violet, fine, off center at T, 
tied on V.F. folded letter (part of back missing) with 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. CROSS ROADS also with NEW YORK. Addressed 
to London. Very rare cover. (Photo). 

The above is only a face, hence no postal markings on the 
back to show the year of use. If the use Yvas It Jul 20 1869 11 

then this was a letter of over t ounce, requiring a double 
rate, the single rate to England in 1869 being 12¢. If the 
use was Jul 20 1870 (or later) then the 24¢ stamp would re
present a quadruple rate as the single rate to EnfSland from 
Jan. 1, 1870 ~as 6¢. It seems rather improbable that this was 
a quadruple rate, and my study of the New Orleans postmarks 
indicates that it is quite unlikely that this postmark was used 
at New Orleans on July 20, 1869. 

There is nothing about this cover to prove conclusively that 
it is genuine and therefore, a buyer who would buy it as a 
genuine 24¢ 1869 cover would, in my opinion, be taking quite a 
gamble. In all my extensive records, I have no record that 
this particular tlkiller ll was used at New Orleans in 1869. In 
addition, the letters "ORKII on the stamp are not very convincing. 

Sincerely yours , 



Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau St., 
New York, 1~ . Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regarding Lot #523 in the Laurence & Stryker Sale of 
Oct. 19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot #523 24~ green and violet, fine, off center at T, 
tied on V.F. folded letter (part of back missing) with 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. CROSS ROADS also with NEW YORK. Addressed 
to London. Very rare cover. (Photo). 

The above is only a face, hence no postal markings on the 
back to show the year of use. If the use was "Jul 20 1869" 
then this was a letter of over i ou~ce, requiring a double 
rate, the single rate to England in 1869 being 12¢. If the 
use was Jul 20 1870 (or later) then the 24¢ st~p would re
present a quadruple rate as the single rate to England from 
Jan. 1, 1870 was 6¢. It seems rather improbable that this was 
a quadruple rate, and my Btudy of the New Orleans postmarks 
indicates that it 1s quite unlikely that this postmark was used 
at New Orleans on July 20, 1869. 

There is nothing about this cover to prove conclusively that 
it is genuine and therefore, a buyer who would buy it as a 
genuine 24¢ 1869 cover would, in my opinion, be taking quite a 
gamble. In all my extensive records, I have no record that 
this particular "killer" was used at NeVI Orleans in 1869. In 
addition, the letters "ORK" on the stamp are not very convincing. 

Sincerely yours, 

.~ 



Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau st., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South qrand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regardin~ Lot #514 in the Laurence & Stryker sale of Oct. 
19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot #514 15i type 2, lightly canc. on V.F. folded letter. 
Pmk N~Orleans, La. To France. 

This letter originated at New Orleans on Sept. 26, 1869 and 
was mailed on that date, as proved by the date of the letter 
inside and the ribbon stamped year dated handstamp of the 
business firm on face. The original rate of this letter was 
fifteen centt. as proved by the Ne, "<Tork Forei~n "7xchange 
Postr '{ used in conjunction 1'li1Jl"fhe Frenchherbour~ mark
ing, -:Chus by direct mail to France '..... ALlerican Packe • 

It is my opinion that the 15i 1869 stru~p was no Q~d on this 
cover originally, but th2t the letter originalLY contained a 
15¢ Lincoln of 1866 or 1867, the said stamp was removed and 
a substitution made of the present 15i 1869 stamp. 

Very truly yours, 

,. 



Groce Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau st., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regarding Lot #514 in the Laurence & Stryker sale of Oct. 
19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot #514 15~ type 2, lightly canc. on V.F. folded letter. 
Pmk New Orleans, Ln. To France. 

This letter originated at New Orleans on Sept . 26, 1869 and 
was mailed on that date, as proved by the date of the letter 
inside and th~ ribbon stamped yoar dated handstamp of the 
business firm on face . The original rate o~ this letter was 
fifteen cents as proved by the New York Forei~n ~xchan8e 
~ostmark used in conjunction with the French -'heroour~ mark
ing, thus by direct mail to France Via American Packa" . 

It is my opi~ion that the l5~ 1869 stamp was not used on this 
cover originally, but that the letter originally contained a 
!5¢ Lincoln of 1866 or 1867, the said stamp was removed and 
a substitution made of the present 15~ 1869 stamp. 

Very truly yours, 



r 

Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau St., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regarding Lot $524 in the Laurence & Stryker sale of 
Oct. 19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot #524 24¢ green and violet, off center at T, used in 
comblnation with 6c ULT, straight edge at L, both tied on 
V.F. cover with cork and blue French pmk. also pmk. in black 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. Through New York and so pmk, in red. 
Addressed to Faris. Cover has corner card of Vest End Hotel 
Phila. Very rare. (Photo) 

The use of this cover is supposed to be July and August of 
1870, though none of the postmarks on this cover were used at 
that time. This cover was originally a 5i ~ate and it was 
used from Philadelphia on July 31, 1876, contained a 5¢ blue 
Taylor of 1875. The red New York postmark was not used in 
1870 and the tlflm S" in thi3 stamper prove that its use was in 
~gust of 1876 and in no other year. A strong glass will show 
that the "70 tl in the French postmark was changed from "76." 

I am quite familiar with a number of fakes from this particular 
correspondence. And lastly a Philadelphia directory will show 
that there was no 1I·~est End Hotel tI in Philadelphia in 1870 or 
even as late as 1875, but it will show that there was such a 
hotel at the address on the envelope in 1876. 

Sincerely yours, 

.~ 



Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau St., _ 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regarding Lot $524 in the Laurence & Stryker sale of 
Oct. 19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot 524 24t green and violet, off center at T, used in 
com na ion with 6c ULT, straight edge at L, both tied on 
V.F. cover with cork and blue French pmk. also pmk. in black 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. Through New York and so pmk, in red. 
Addressed to Paris. Cover hRS corner card of West End Hotel 
Phila. Very rare. (Photo) 

The use of this cover is upposed to be July and August of 
l870, though none of the postrr~rks on this cover were used at 
that time. This cover was originally a 5~ rate and it was 
used from Phlladelphia on July 31, 1876, contained a 5¢ blue 
Taylor of 1875. The red _{ell YorK postmark was not used in 
1870 and tho "flaws" in this stamper prove that its use was in 
August of 1876 and in no other year. A strong glass will show 
that the "70 rr in the French postmark was changed from "76." 

I am quite familiar with a number of fakes from this particular 
correspondence. And lastly a Philadelphia directory will show 
that there VlIlS no lI~est End Hotel ll in Philadelphia in 1870 or 
even as late as 1875, but it will show thA.t there VIas such a 
hotel at the address on the envelope in 1876. 

Sincerely yours, 

.~ 



.. 

Grace Stamp Co., 
93 Nassau St., 
lIcVl York, N.Y. 

Dear lHss Jorjorian: 

434 South Grand .\ve ., 
Fort Tho~as, Ky. 

Nov. 9, 1943. 

Regarding Lot #528 in the Laurence & stryker sale of Oct. 
19, 1943. This cover was described as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot 528 30c blue and carmine V.F. lightly tied on V.F. 
TOiaed-letter VITi th black cork also NEVii' YORK and French 
Pmks. in red Very rare (~hoto) 

It is my opinion that this cover is probably genuine but I 
cannot positively certify that it is. The U$e was unques
tionably in 1869 as the postmarl{s indicate, thus there has been 
no change i:;.'l these markings. The comb~_nati on of the New York 
Foreign Exchange and the French " __ !_et" postmarks p-.!'ove that 
the original rate ~as 30¢, hence, if this cover is not as it 
v'as originally, then t 110 things could have happened; 
(A) a paid but st2.mpless cover, which seems quite unlikely, or 
(B) a substitution, i.e., a 30¢ 1861 or 1867 used originally. 
This I doubt. The fact that the stamp is not "tied" better 
that it is quite a strong indication of the genuineness of the 
cover. A careful examination of the inside of the cover by 
~uartz Lamp discloses no suspicious features. 

I mi,ght add that the S. S. "Ville de Paris" of the "French Line" 
sailed from e~ York for Havre on August 7, 1869. 

Sincerely yours, 



Grace Stamp Co ., 
93 Nassau St., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Miss JorjOl'ian: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas. Ky. 

Regarding Lot #528 in the Laurence & Stryker sale of Oct. 
19, 1943. This cover was descrioed as follows in the 
catalogue: 

Lot 528 30c blue and carmine V.F. lightly tied on V.F. 
folded letter with black cork also NEW l.'DHK and French 
Pmks~ in l"ed Very pare (Photo) 

It is my opinion that this cover is probably genuine but I 
cannot positively certify that it is. The use was unques
tionably in 1869 as the postmarks indicate, thus there has been 
no change in these markings . The combination of the New York 
Foreign Exchange and the }'rench "Packet" postmarks prove that 
the original rate 1 s 30~, hence, if tliis cov(n' is not as 1 t 
was originally, Then two things could have happened; 
(A) a paid but stampless cover, ~hich seems quite unlikely, or 
(B) a substitution, i.e., a 30~ 1861 or 1867 used originally. 
Thin I doubt. The fa.ct that; the stamp is not "tied" better 
that it is quite a strong indication of tho genuineness of the 
cover. A careful examination of the inside of the cover by 
~uartz Lamp discloses no suspicious features. 

I might add that cbe S.S. "Ville de Paris" of the "French Linen 
sailed from New York for Havre on August 7, 1869. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Le . Alfred f . Lichtenstein , 
Box 994 Church ut e Annex , 
New Y01'K, N. Y. 

Deal' l/ r. l.ichtens'.ein: 

434 South Grand A'e ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dec. 14, 194.3. 

I an enclo'ing }-Ier with a cover wi:"h the combination, 5i 
1847 and Canadian Beaver . 110 doubt you have seen tho 
original covel" and doubtlesfl it b£.s boer) offered to you. 
I understand th&t several doo.lorD belie\~o th t this COY(;)1" 

is fr'uudulent, hut I examined it carefully L.nd rulS of the 
opinion it i8 geI"uine . If you havo soen and examined the 
cover, I would great} y UpPl'1(.C i te your opi .,ion as to 1 ts 
vaJ ldity, the t is, if you have 10 object'i,on. 

I 'lm also enclosing a Iace of a Pony ~prv'E' cover', \711ch 
belongs to me and hieh is for fSllle. {bile only a. face, 
it h~ an Ea .• t to \ est item and conta.ins e. Pony murkin,-- vhich 
is far fY'om cornmon, all of which I l""'aliz e you appreciate. 

Sincerely yours, 

.' 



, 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

CHAMPIN . N. Y . 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 

GREENWICH Be MORTON STREETS 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Mr.Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

My dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

POST OFFICE Box 994 

CHURCH STREET ANNEX. NEW YORK 6. N . Y . 

December 17, 1943 

I have your letter of December 14th enclosing a 
photostat of a cover to Canada with a 5¢ U.S. and a 3d 
Canada added. The photostat is not clear enough to give 
you a real opinion, but I take it it was supposed to be 
mailed from Rochester on May 4th and went through to 
Queenstown on May 6th, 1851. This, all ready makes it 
very questionable. 

The Canada stamp appears to have been cancelled 
by a Toronto grid. I haven't seen the cover so do not 
know if it is on laid paper, but I quite agree that the 
item looks very suspicious and I certainly would have to 
see the original before passing on definitely whether it 
was good or bad. 

The Wells Fargo is not in a condition I would care 
to buy. 

I have an item of my own that I am sending you to 
look at. It comes out of the Ferrari collection. The 
little pencil annotation is nothing but a lot number. What 
do you think of it? I would be glad to hear. 

AFL:VT 
Encls. 

Registered 

~incerely yours, 
~ ) 

~--
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Wr . Alfred F . Lichtenstein, 
P.O. Box 994, Church St . Annex, 
New York (8) N.Y. 

My dear Mr . Lichtenstein: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort ThonJ.-'ls, Ky . 

Dec. 22, 1943 . 

Your lettGr of the 17th received vii th the Pony Express foue 
and the photograph. 

I thought that you had seen the 5¢ 47-Beaver COVal" as it wes 
in a Bqrtels sale several years ago and ias ~upposed to have 
sold at something like ·400 to 450. It was evidently a 
"wash11 sale as th ~ !Jan who o\med it before the sale mmed it 
sQve:l'al m.onths rifter th6 salo. I appreciate your remarks re
garding it and if the cover is again submitted to 1.1e I'll 
send it down to you so that you can examine it. If it is 
genuine, it is q-I.lite a r~re pieco and one I would like to own. 

I an:. wondering if you ever sml the cover with a Beavel"' and a 
strip of five of the 5¢' 1847. T1l18 1 tern from Canao.f'. thru 
Boston (via Cunard) bp- London. l£hl3 strip overpaying by one~ 
cent the 24¢ rate to Great Britain. I believe that this cover 
is one of the finest U. s . 19th CentUl'>Y covers (with stamps of 
the regular issues) kno m. It pj.'obably ranks first .. 

Regarding the Hawaii cover which I am returning herevlith. the 
26¢ in ~ostage is tho ~4¢ rato from San Francisco to Englanci, 
plus the 2¢' ship fee. The local Hawaiian rate \las paid in cash 
at the Honolulu Pos·c Office a e was frequently done . t this 
period (October 1865) . 

As for the olack imprint of the 13,t .flins ionary, in my opinion, 
this is just some "monkey business" addod by someone who had an 
album electrotype of the stamp. Per ups it was done to intrigue 
Ferrari. 

'rhe red New York postlllllrk of November 21 with the 'Paid 19" 
shows that the cover went by British Packet from New York to 
l!.ngland. The San Francisco type of "cogs" and this particular 
S.F. handstamp were actually in use in October of 1865. 

• I have made quite an extended study of the San Francisco dou"ble 
circle po stmarks of the re rioo. 1861-1868. I have identified 



#2. ~r. Alfred F. Lichtenstein, Dec. 22, 1943. 

about ten different stampers of thi type. 

With the Compliments of the Season, I m 

Cordially yours, 



TIMES SQUAHIlI STAMP & COIN CO. 

G. ltJ(OERZ 

147 WEST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

PE lAL DBLIVER 
~'r . stanley B. Ashbrook 

4;4 - S. Grand 

Fort Thom I Ky. 

533043 
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TIMES SQUARE STAMP &; COIN CO. 
G. MOBRZ 

<OjJoJt~ ~YicvmfuJ. ~in6 and ~tlectionj 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

147 WEST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
4;4 S. Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

New York, November 1. 1943. 

I shall appreciate if you would kindly 
examine two enclosed Covers (No. 118 & 119 ) and No. 490. 

I would like to have your statement of wether 
th~se stamps are genuinely ~ed on thise covers and 
also wether the various markings are genuine. Kindly 
let me know the amount of your fee and I shall remit 
promptly • 

RETAIL 

AND 

WHOLESALE 
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434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Tl:o :las, Ky . 

Nov. .3, 194:3. 

'r . G. 0 "r...:., 
Ti lD S Squl-.re stamp - Coin Co ., 

147 .6ft _2nd ~t ., 
T W O"l' , I . v . 

1 aIJ. 1"' 'urnin bC!'€.If-ith the t ~ree covers a.. p r 
your« of the let. y feo for separate opinions on 
t cro j." ~ms i<> a~ f'ollo'l'.s: 

(A) rrance - Lot 508 in Babcock Sale 
. ;...;.--.,;;.--:...~~;..,;.;.;~.;.. 

tryker - - - - - - - . 5 . 00 
.u 
~3) Li I 1 69 to -it ' erl ..... d - Lot 512 in Babcock 

<; Ie .y L uren(;o &: utl·~~.{er - - - - - - 5.00 

(C) 10i 1855 on cover - - - - - - - - - 3 .50 

Upon r""'c0ipt of c. e(~k J. \1ill fOrVtflrd opin:tone desired. 

in crely S our<', 



." 

• 

"r . G. Moerz, 
147 . 'est 42nd st ., 
New York, K.Y. 

Dee.r "'ir: 

404 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 10, 1943. 

Referring to the cover to Bordeaux France with 15~ 1869, 
Type I from !'iew York Ju.Yle 9 ? , blue Forwarding hands tamp 
on face, "Theodore stern - New York." This cover was 
Lot 508 in the recent Laurence & t,tryker sale of the 
Babcock collection (Oct. 19, 1943). 

The original use of this co\rer ,us not 1869 as tho po t
marks indic te, but rather an earlier date of use, the daten 
in tho postmark- havo been changed to read "69. " 

Further, the postal markings prove that the original rate 
on this covor 'as 30~, honce Vie assume tha.t a 30¢ 1861 

, tamp 'as re~ovod and the l5¢ 1869 Type I substituted. 

The rocords ShCYI t_ at the 1I Asia" did not "'ail from New York 
on June 9, 286.2. 

Rospectfully submitted, 



• 

Mr . G. Moerz , 
147 Wost 42nd st. , 
New York, .Y. 

Dear Sir: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 10, 1943. 

Referring to the cover to St . Imlor, S itzerland with 
15¢ 1869, Type II, from New York on Dec.23,1869. This 
cover was lot 512 in the recent IJo.urence & btryker snle 
of the B bcock colloction, (Oct. 19, 1943). 

In ~ opinion thi3 cover is~e~~. 

The New York postmark is not very pla:m but the date was 
undoubtedly ec. 23 1869. Tho lotter vas routed "pel~ 
Deutschland, 'I' and t6e recordsllshol that the "S.d.Deutschland" 
of the 110 -ch Gel":.llEm Lloyd sai·· d for South.R.mpton and Bl"e llen 
with the U. • a11 on :Dec. ~3, 1869. The rate to S 1t.7.er-
1a~d at this time by mail not routeu via France w s 15t 
per half ounce. -

A caroful Gxs.ninat ion of the cover by quartz 1 mp does not 
disclose a~y twnpering with the stamp. The black 1n~ 1s the 
same both on stam.p nnd eover. 

Respectfully 3ubmitted, 

.. 



• 
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Mr. G. 'Moerz, 
147 west 42nd ~t . , 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear ir: 

434 South Grand ve., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 10, 1943. 

Referring to the cover with U. • 10¢, 1855 . This is a 
small glazed envelope addressed as follows: 

"Rev. B. R. Hoyt, 
North Salem, 
dew Hampshire" 

IIhe sta.mp on this cover is a lO¢' 1855, S . U.S. 35C,ype 
IV, recut at top and bo"&tom, plate position 64'tI; 
catalogue value ·l~5.00, off cover. 

The stamp is genuinely tied by the postmark reading, 

Ii Salem 
Apr 18 

OGN II (Oregon) 

This is a superb copy of t is rate stamp an~ the cover is 
genuine in every respe~t . 

Respectfully submitted, 
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11 MASON STREET 

BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 

~lr. Stanley H. A;;;.hbrook 
]?ort Thomaf, Ky. 

:;::lear J"r. Ashbroo'<: 

I didn't expect you yould send t1e covers back 
a'" there is little I can say further about them. 

I note that ~"Oll c.gree t'lat the cover ii th red 
N.Y.credit 1 was ?rep~id to destination at ~erre 'Taute. I se 
no evidence on t~e cover in the forM of the f.equent MS.ehe. 
to suggest that'the lady' had a charge ?,ccount :-'I.t the :>.0.;1 
~.M content with my 8urI'lise that she )ut on 5¢ in stam)s in 
accordance , ..... i t~ )re-tre8.t~T cnsto:M, bv,t learning at the 'D ....... 

when she ,,'lent to m8.il the letter of the new rate, she )aid 
the difference of 1) ~ in cas'1 which t~e ""'J.: r

• noted on the 
letter bill to H. T.,even though he did not lave the extra 
nt8,mps :put on the cover. 31k.S~~RV.AH.to be paid in Fr .. bJ :r.'T. 
credit . 

As for the N.·~ .debit 18 cover I Su-))ose 'T.",:. 
exche.nce office wanted 2x9l for S,liV.AM.(sea c~[l.rge over "::oz.) 
marked in red(as advance :paid by: N'.Y;; • ':'\.8 the letter was 
not fully preLJaid at Terre Baute, the 5 -: in stamps would put 
it aboard the ;paoket. If you consider that 3;?!' in staM-Ps voula. 
he.ve served for this :")ur.ose, I can only suggest thot'the Indy' 
had Jut on the customary 5 : R.nd the excess 2-1 was ienored by 
N.Y.'unless one were to ... Jresume that she was taking a steo.m
boat ride on the 'JTabash and lJrep id the fee therefrom of 2¢ 
to the Terre ~Rute .0. - a rather fant~stic conjecture}. 

I do not think t~e registered letter hy)othesis 
is :Jrobable for the 1[obile letter. ~i ther a Member of I .... "'18.ron 
& Gon '.Irote the letter from a s"lip that carriedc. it back to~ 
Jlobile for despatch: hence lOt to Mobile and 6¢ Mobile to 
London or the clerk of the Le 3aron firm being accustomed to 
sending business letters to France and havinG the U.S.-Fr. 
rate of l6¢ (1/3-~oz.)in mind put on the stamps without noting 
that this letter was addressed to London--just guesses. I take 
it that the lJOstmark circle on the two left 2¢ stamps is the 
same as the clear I~ BIL.3 and not any sort of a regi st ered mA.rk. 

Sincerely yours, 



DR. CARROLL CHASE 
R. F, D, 1 - MILFORD, 

NEW HAMPSHIUE 

434 outh Grand J vo. , 
Fort Tho as, Ky.' 

Nov. 24, 1943 . 

Dear Doc: 

Regard ing the two covers to Spezi. t this time in the late 
fifties Spezia wa.s part of the "Sardl nian States , " or rather "The 
Kingdom of Sardinia. The City is on tho seu of Genoa i n L~guria 
and N. E. of Corsica. The "Sardinian" r~tos of postage a.pplied to 
Spezia, viz - By rench Mail - 2l¢ per 4 ounco. Consider the cover 
with tho rod New Yo!'! . Evidently this vas prep. d 16~ in cas nd 
5¢ in stamps . If so, 0.11 rlo:r>kingC! ,ro iIl or e1" . T 1e Ne York p . m. 
stntes lip ID,II so the 1 ttcr was fuJ.l' 'Orepaid. II that; we were 
en..,itlod-To-out oi' the 21st was 3¢ so the credit of lSst in the N. Y. 
p.m. is cOr':c,ct . The French P. D. is also eorroet and indicates re
pn.r ... nent to Spezin by French ail . 

Regardin,s thA other cover. The No I York is in black, indic!: tine; an 
un~ld lettsr and th, 118" in thi", CEl.2e is a debit of 1 st. \ ill 
Mi cl9,e s hnUa. s1..£.i1 r co Ter - s' me correspondenco - addressed to 
"Spezziall .. see. lot 152 in 11is c ruing sule - the date of use being 
"Dee. 8,1857. 11 '1,1his 1,:ich~_els CoV€)!' has the sum I"rench due figures 
of 24 dacines and the s me "2" in up ,(;n' left but it hasn ' t Flny '1 

Yo. po t.a~k showing ~ny d ~it~ 

For t.ble sho.vinS rate 'co Vol . ?, - pabe ;;4-4· - my li 'Book "S&.rd~,l1ifn 
States . II 

On the first _YJ.e~t on d cov I' of ~~m'1 York "Dec. 23 11 you ~'ill note the 
French Receivinc is "S TV B~ . • C. , fI - 1.:1 other iords, via Brit:sh 
Packet; fl'cm l' ow YOI'd: to ,l!;nsl'l!1d, thence to ~ rance . On "'uch tail "e 
we e only entitlod to the s rvicc '0 performed, viz ., IIrntel'nal ll nee 
re r~l~ino( onl' 3:. 

• But on the other cover , the Fr 'lch lec€) 'lll1g 1s ""'el~V. A • . 0." or 
"By Americun Packet to Ji:ngland , the .. ce by ritish i a1. to 'unce and 
Fro ch Y'u ",1 to &pezia . II O!1 "'uch ail e w re entitled to 9¢ pel" each 
quarter 0 nce , vlz., 3t/ Inte:L"na1 4 1 s 6~ S"ls' to England . lience the 
debit of 18)i indicates double rate , or OV€X' ounne end not over ~ 
ounce. I do. It und'rstand why tho same ·OV' York deb:t.t vms not on tho 
Michaels cover. n ovcrsighJ

.:; purhaps, as tho treaty haa. not been 'n 
effect a y ar \ hen the ~ichaels covel.'" was muiled . Those t .. 0 cov rs 
are quite a study beCaU8G of tl'e san.8 destination, postueo paic nd 
post ~!~S with '~8 . " 

~, I forgot to .ucntion one very importan'c fae t . On the doul11e i"ate, '/hat 
ever puyt. ellu was madA ,:TUS disregarded becau"e under th ,rcaty. 0 p y 
menta but those in full counted. You can have tv") e;uesr-es. . as only 
5~ paid on this cover and the stamp!:. voided by fln und rpayment or was 
21~ pa.id , 5~ in 8 tamps and 1St in rash and both paYJlonts dirre £rded at 
NeVI ¥ or'k because the lett~r woighecI Ov6r t OUllce? I suppose the 1J2!l 
in upper left i ndicates a ouble rat6. 

Will appreciate yo'r co ... lent on above. 
Yours o'ce' l 
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At1ERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 

\/V . L . MOOOY, I II . 
VICIlt PR~ 5 1 0I!: N 'T 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas. Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook & 

\IV . L . MOOD V, oJ " . P"~S l D£NT 

GALVESTON,TEXAS 

December 20. 1943 

Herewith I am sending you a cover with a U. S. City Dispatch 
post stamp, being the first U. S. adhesive attached. This 
cover has been submitted to me for consideration and I am 
sending it on to ask if it is sound in everyway. you will 
note the oily appearance of the stamp and the shppworn 
appearance of the stamp. both of which do not seem to be 
apparent on the letter. In holding the stamp to the light 
you will also notice that it appears to be thinned. Also 
around the edges of the stamp a little gum shows which 
would indicate that the stamp has at least been removed 
and replaoed. Of course. this is a very rare cover and 
a very desirable one if satisfactory in everyway. I will 
appreciate your giving this your very careful consi~eration 
and returning it to me with your comments at your early 
convenience. 

Please advise how much I will owe you for this service. 

WLM,In/kw 
Encl. 
Reg. 

very truly yours. 

~ ~A;\~~ 
W. L. Moody. III~· 



434 South Grand Ave. , 
Fort Tho as , Ky . 

Dec . 27, 1943 . 

Mr . VI . 1. Moody III, 
% American National Insurance Co . , 
Galveston, Texa3. 

My dear !\ir. oody: 

I am returning herewith the City Despatch Post cover as 
per Jours of the 20th. 

I recognize this as a cover that belonged to my good friend 
Harold C. Brooks several years ago, and no doubt it is still 
his property. I recall mounting this cover for h~ in the 
latter part of 1~40. I think that the most that can be said 
about the cover is that there is no conclusive proof that the 
stamp originated on the cover. 

I note your' suspicion that the stamp may have a thin spot and 
in holding it to a strong light, this appears to be the case , 
but I don't think thtt Vie could be absolutely sure of this 
without removi g the tamp from the cover. The stamp has a 
grea y appearance and appears in poorer condition than the 
cover itself but this is not very Btrong evidence against the 
authenticity of the cover, because the staup may have been 
carried around until it got in this condition and then used. The 
presence of gum around the edges "is truly a suspicious sign but 
likewise not conclu3ive. 

Only part of the letter is here - this is 9. suspicious sign -
and all we have of the e~~dence we have of the actual year use 
is the "Ans Aug 17 1842." I might add that this memora.ndum looks 
genuine. 

If there was no stamp on this cover originally then whoever 
added it , only had the space to place it that it now occupies . 
On the other hand, if the stamp was put on the cover before the 
notation as made it might be logical to assume that it would have 
been placod in ~~ther right corner or the u~per left. 

The notation indicates that the letter was from "Churlas Jackson Jr. 
Boston." If the letter was sent from Boston, it ViaS not sent 
thru the U. S. mail as a separate letter. It could have been 
enclosed in another letter and ~egularly mailed or it could have 
been sent to Ne York by private carrier. In either event , it is 
possible that whoever received it sent it by the City Despatch Post. 
One wonders if the unknown party in Ne rI York Vlho sent it thru the 
Despatch Post paid the 3i or vhether he sent it unpaid. The chances 
would seem to me to be in favor of the latter. It 1s well to 



#2. Mr. W. L. Moody III Dec. 27, 1943. 

remember that payment was optional. I have seen covers without 
stampe which were no different than this cover, without the 
stamp. 

I note I have not been of much help to you but about all I can 
do is to revert to what I stated' above, that there is no con
clusive proof that the stamp originated on this cover. I don't 
think I have told you a single thing that you did not know, hence 
there is no fee for this discussion of the cover. 

With my kindest regards, I alll 

Cordially your~, 

Note -
The enclosed cover is insured 
fori400 for. return transit via 
registered mail. 



'-

ArtERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 

\IV . L . MOODY, III , 

VI CE PRe:SICENT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Ur. Ashbrook: 

VV . L . MOO DV,..J R.,P~I!.SIOENT 

GALVE STON, TEXAS 

December 31, 1943 

Thank you very much for your letter outlining your 
opinion of the United states City Despatoh Post cover 
from the Brooks Collection. I really think: and I am 
sure you do from your letter that there are too 
many doubtful things to regard the cover very favorably. 

I have decided to keep the lO¢ 1861 even though the prioe 
does seem high and I send you herewith my check for 
$85.00. 

Wishing you a very happy and prosperous New Year and 
with best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 



Dear Stan: 

If this cover is a fake I cant understand 
why you passed it as being O.K. wben you 
mounted it in the cente of a page, witb 
a le gthy description of its being a 1st 
day cover •••• b cause I know that you look 
at a 1 rarit es or rare usage with a 
critical eye. I w 11 be interes ing to 

'see w at Souren says , not necess rily for 
the va e of hi opinion, but because he 
might see f t to make an offer 04 it. What 
surprises me, more than anything else, is 
Klemannts repudiation of having sold it to 
me. I KNOW HE SOLD IT TO ME, RIGHT OVER 
HIS COUNTER. I REMEMBER DISTIrmTLY HIS 
BRINGING IT OUT AND TALKING IT UP . I 
bought it and m~rked it , at the time, on 



my reoords. The stamp of oourse is 
g nuine, a is also its oarrier oancel
at·o , but if it was not used on this 
cover then the cover is a fake , and I 
would not want it sold as gen ine to 
anyone , Moody or anyone else. Of course , 
it Colson owned the cover , its authenticit 
might pos ibly be co tru d d fferently ••• 
which has nothing at all to do with his 
j gm nt , which we oannot totally deny. 

H. C. B. 



Mr . Harold C. Brooks, 
Marshall, 1., ich. 

My dear Harold: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Tr..bl!rm.a, Ky. 

Jan . 22, 1944. 

If anyone told you that I pronounced your cover a fal~e then whoever 
it wuo is a plain damn liar a.nd a. trouble-maker . My friend, Moody, 

1 submitted this cover to me under date of Dec. 20th last. I quote 
1n part from my letter to him under date of December 27th IHst,(quote) 

"I recognize t is as a cover t t longed to my ecod fn~end, TIarold 
C. Broo[s , several yea~s ~go, and no d bt it is still his roperty. 
(note - he never mentioned from "11at SOU1'C0 ho obt,llined it). I recal+. 
rnountinF thi8 cover fOl' him in the Jatter part of 1940. I think that 
tho most that cnn be 8"10 'bout t e cover is that th _re is no conclu
sive proof the.t the st amp originated On the cover. II 

The rest of my lotter wa~ Immaterial but if you want to soc it, I'll be 
glad to send you my original careon copy_ I don't see that I said a 
thing that bas not app ared in print. I r-fer you to the A.P.S. hand
book by 1'.11iott Perry, published in 1942 and entitled, "100 Years Ago -
Febru~ry - 1842 - Augu~t . 

Centena·C'y 
of' t 0 

-'1_rot Adheslve POl'ltage Stamps 
in the 

United ~t tesl! 

Surely you have copy of t -1e above. You loaned this cov -yo to Perry and 
on pnn;e 21 of tria . P.b . hanclbook i e. latu.ral ~izo illustration of 
your cove,.... Perry 8t ated beneath this cover, 'fuote: 

IlThe 'U.S.Cancellerron the Gl.ty Despatch POlt stamp and the postmark on 
the cover are in reddish orange, but 110 definite roof nppear~ that the 
stamp wr.r us~d on t~,il;3 cover. At ono 'Gi:ne the cover belonged to F. ~ . 
Hunter. It 1en£ from .]oh...-1 A'. Kleemam! to the HRrold C. Brooks collec
tion. II (end of quote). 

I mi t add that the mere mention of K1ocmann's name was enough to damn 
the cover. 

I mounted tle cover for you but Harold I did not pass it a~ being O.K. 
I mieht have lettered the page to read the same as I wrote Moody, to wit: 
"Th re s no conclusive proof that the stamp originated on lIhe cover." 
I doubt if this would have been 'gresable to you. Am I right? 

I concluded by letter to -oody as follows: 



)~ 
'A 
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#2 . Mr . Harold C. Brooks, Jan. 22, 1944. 

"I note I have not been of much help to you but about all I can do 
is to revert to what I stated above, that there is no conclusive 
trOOf that the stamp ori~inated on this cover. I donit think I have 
old you a single thing hat you did not know, hence there is no fee 

for this discussion of the cover." (end of quote). 

Of course, the cover itself is genuine, no one denies that fact, but . 
a Souren, a Colson nor anyone else can produce any proof that the 
stamp originated on t his cover. Such an opinion would be absurd. This 
doe. n t mean tha.t the cover is a fake, much less that the stamp is a 
fake. A fake cover would mean that changes in the cover itself had 
been made and a stmnp added or a subs t itut ion made , as for example, a 
cover v!ith a 30(. 1861 used in 18 '5 , ilith the original stamp removed and 
a 30¢' 1869 substituted and the year-dates che.nged to 1869. 

The mistake you made was not obtaining Kleemants guarantee of gcnuine
ne3S V'"len you purc lased the cover. Sll~h an oversight would be similar to 
buy~ng a piece of property without havlng the title eXaillined, only to 
find out, year later, that -che t~tle "Was not clear . 

At some futuI'e ti 0 , collectors ili1l probably be more cautious and de 
mand lIan opinion. " Even so, "uch precautions :111 not be 100% fool
proof but they 'ilill be a darn sight bot;ter thun the pl~er.cnt sy~ tem. 

No H roid, even Colson could not get a,ay ~ith an opinIon that the stamp 
ViaS actually used on this cover . lIo is too smart for that . 

If you sell this cover it should be sold "as is , '' that :is , 'lith the 
same opinion that Perry published in the . F. S. handbook and t ... s.t I gave 

oody. 

I note in your letter 
submitted to Colson. 
Moody made no llentiol1 
Would you like to ea 

With best regard , 

to Souren th'lt you stated that the cover had been 
Are you sure of' thi? I !ll'7y.e y in uirc bacause 
to ne that he had submitted the cover tc Colson . 

y lettar to .·oody? 

Yours etc ., 





·lr. L. L. Shenfield, 
% Pedlar & Ryan, 
250 Park Ave ., 
No"' York , n. Y. 

D ar Larry: 

He~e i~h the ~xpress 
also the 5~.. Orlo 
monthE abO to s~ll . 
it . 

~34 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thoma s . Ky. 

oct. 15, 1943. 

cover , as p r yours of recont date , 
ns cove \'h .... ch you sent me several 
I am so:r,'l'Y but I '!\I'(lS unable to pI ce 

I oncie a photo of the r,xpresL. cover and I '\"'111 ,>'rite ·au 
later r-ovar ing it . mm"'rson Krug is here for the ,oak·· 
end so r ' ll I'rite you after I h.ve developed the plate lnd 
compai"cd '71th the F orste:i." p:-:int • 

.. th b at rOI'.::"'rds , 



• 

, 
... 

j 

Lear Larry: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Tho~as , Ky. 

oct. 15, 1943 . 

'ae ant m your Vict.oria. cove-(> to ~'\ichmond , nd I 
am cnclos1nL~ it h rewith 'f'lith a copy of a letter I 
ha e ,,1'1 -to.. l:ac. Maybe this is not a IIMai18 
Suspendcd tl item. Vrhat is your opinion? 

~ours etc ., 



• 

Dyk IlcBride , 
Cl st ., 
N. J . 

c: 

outl C"" d 
ort '1'ho u , 

Oct . 15 , 1 l.!.3 . 

v ., 
• 

th IBth onclosin ictoriu cover r ceiv d. 
yeral covc:::-s to L ry by h- <' tllO.il, 

ito I. 
d I ur. nur 
J. ov r fer f

ill send you 

0..,11 0 • 

Cor ~~.ully {)UJ:>s, 

ichey ,ould 
rpo 0 but 

p'tJ.nt lnt l~ . 
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'2' 44 BROAD STREET 

NE"VV ARK, NE"VV JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

October 18th, 1943. 

AS I told you I think that Victoria cover of Larry's 
is one of the most appealing things I ever saw! I am glad you photo
graphed it, and wish you would send me one or two prints suitable for 
reproduction, as soon as possible. 

I noted that the New Yor.t'.. postmark was May 28, 1861, -
when as you say, the mails to Richmond were "still open". However, 
that was just three days before they were closed, - the interchange 
of mail between the North and the South having been ordered ceased as 
of May 31st. With what must have been the very disordered condition 
of railroads and communications of all sorts, it seems to me quite 
possible that the New York post office feared or refused to try to 
get so late a letter thEough, and instead sent it back via England. 
Thus I imagine the "Stopped by the War" notation got placed on its 
back, - although I realize that anyone might have written this. 

I do think it forms one more example of the "mails 
suspended" type of thing, - as did the Dead Letter Office cover I 
bought through you recently. Therefore I had planned to mention both 
of them in the article I am still working on. 

Would be glad to hear what Larry has to say on this, 
and also what conclusions you finally reach. 

MacB/HK 

c.c. L.L. Shenfield 

.. 



P E D LA R & R Y AN, INC. 

Dear St an: 

ADVERTISING 

250 PARK AVENUE 

:N!,w York, ~Y. 

October nineteenth 
I 9 4 3 

Thanks so much for cop,y of your letter to Mac and for 
the return of the covers. Will be glad to get your opinion on 
the express item in conjunction with the one Foster has. 

About the Victoria cover -- even though the New York 
receiving date is May 28th and allowing a day or so for confusion 
owing to the confused state of postal affairs it could be that 
this letter was not cleared to Richmond or did not get on its way 
until May 29th or 30th. Perhaps by that time it might have been 
held in Washington Post Office or even at Fredericksburg and then 
since the end of May was supposed to mark the cessation of postal 
intercourse between both sides, according to Postmaster Blair's 
order, it is at least probable that the cover was returned to New 
York. 

Note also that the addressee is a business firm which 
probably was still in business and could accept mail and also note 
that if the addressee could not be found that there was at that 
time hands tamps used for that purpose such as "can't be found",etc. 
Instead I believe the red hands tamp on the cover is of British origin 
and simply indicated a return of mail without reason. Therefore, I 
do not say it is the same as llmail suspendedll because that was a 
U.S. marking. But I do believe that there is every indication that 
the reason for non-delivery was the war and not the inadequate address 
or refusal to receive the mail. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Jrand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

TELEPHONE: PLaza 5 -I500 

Be~rdS, 

L~-

CABLE ADDRESS: Ryanola 



I 

Mr. L. L. Shenfield, 
250 Park Ave., 

e ii York, N.Y. 

Dear Larry: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, K.y. 

Oct. 23, 1943. 

Yours of the 19th received. Up to this writ:tng I haven't 
had a chance to develop the plates with the two covera but 
will finish them up this '~eek. 

Regarding the Victoria cover. If this cover ~as returned 
to ~ngland because cf the outbreak of the war then I think 
it 1s in the "Mails Suspended" class, but if it was sent to 
Richmond and acceptance was refused by the Richmond firm 
then it is not in the II ,1a1ls Suspended lt class, but rather a 
refused letter. Perhaps this sounds far-f~tched but are you 
SU1'e of' the meaning of the NeV! Yo .. "k po, tmark? Perha}) the 
real solution is in this ma.rking . 

Now La~ry, don't uct me wrong . I am ot trying to act smart 
and holding back any inforxation. I am not sure myself as 
to the exact meaning of that Te 1 ... ork postmark. If - r was, 
then I would not hesitate to give an opinion on this cover. 

In 1861, :lay 28th fell on Tu sday, the 1st of .Tune was Sat 
urday. If the letter vas sent to Richmond it should have 
reach6d there on Wednesday and if' it was refused by the Rich
mond firm it could have been back in New York on'llhursday. 
The 31st ~as Friday . 

I am not sura whether the ,,- ay 28" /Vas the ate of receipt of 
this letter or the date it was sent hack to Imgland . Are you? 
If it ..... ms sent back to England on the 28th, then the ar Th:1.d 
not lug to do 11 th its re turn and it is in no my in !l tr-lails 
Suspended" classification. 

I agree with you th t the "Sent Back to '!lgland" i a ritish 
meaning. 

Yours etc., 

- P. S. Did you pay 160.00 foft tha.t Babcock F of Vw cover'? 

-~ 



• 

P E D LA R & R Y AN, INC. 

Dear Stan: 

ADVERTISING 

z50 PARK AVENUE 

~w York, ~r. 

October twenty-fifth 
19 43 

Thanks for yours of the 23rd. I note carefully what you 
say and of course if there is some doubt about when the New York 
postmark was put on then everything is in the air. I felt that from 
the sequence of dates on the cover that it was put on on receipt at 
New York where it usually was applied on unpaid mail. I can see no 
sense to that type of marking used as a transit as it passed back 
through New York. Certainly the 5¢ due would make no sense. 

I think you are a little speedy in the way you indicate the 
letter might have moved around between N .w York and Richmond, I 
doubt whether in those days a letter got to Richmond the next day or, 
in other words, overnight. The R F & P railroad was a single tracker 
at that time and a lousy one at that. Can you from ~ our wisdom deter
mine whether the New York postmark was put on on receipt or on "send 
back"? You are technically right that the postmark is in the mail 
suspended class but the point I was trying to make is that being an 
English marking and not an American marking, it differed radically 
both in application and usage. The former told what had happened 
whereas this marking tells nothing, except that it -,as sent back to 
England. 

No, I didn't pay $160 for that Babcock cvver -- as a matter 
of fact I never even saw the cover. There was a book bid of $40 but 
it started at $81 and just simply went to town. Understand it went to 
a Southern collector who simply buys sweet looking things of all kinds, 
not necessarily Confederates. Glad to see it, however, and I don't 
feel too badly about the $40 I have paid for beautiful Prisoner-of-War 
covers. 

Earl Antrim of Nampa, Idaho about whom you Rrote is perfect
ly stable financially according to Gordon Harmer, who sells him and has 
done so since 1940. He was on here a while ago and I met him. He 
particularly likes Blockade stuff. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

TELEPHONE: PLaza 5-I 5 0 0 

~regardS, 

~~, 

CABLE ADDRESS : Ryanola 



Mr. L. L . Gh nflcld , 
250 Park Ive. , 
I~ i edlar &: :.. an, 
Iow York, N.Y. 

DcaI' La.rl'·Y: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
ort Thoma, Ky . 

oct. 28, 1943 . 

Y01U'S 0_ the 25th received and careful y noted. Thi 
is indeed. fin int re'"'ting stud.y and it is 8.l1 item whcr 
not fe to jur'lP to conclusions. Supro::e 'e connider 
important points. 

cover 
it is 

few 

Fir t , the It.! ~t~r wus from j c.tor:La in 1861. "'ue .. t 0'1 -
Did the Victoria pOt ~e r.:ttPIrPS p:i."cpny the po t· e;c to de tina.
tion in Ric'mond? nd if not, did the' p<'l~r tl'e posta£; only 1.10 
the i\J le1:'icuYJ. ':ronti r, or only to En.eland? You tell mo tl'l6 
cOT'rect; ans'~er and I thin t at we lill then hRve tbe solution 
to this CO"lei'. 

,. I :lote tOle foll 'ling in your Ie .... ter: "e rt inly tl c 5~ duo 
would ma.·(c l sonse. tI 

I Hgro0 tha.t a fi due _p ear odG. ·Ju.t do you. c 11 t t !3ahamas 
co rer' the. t ~la" in tre lr z is.n Sale? It '-a~ the blue If nail Sus
pended" oval marking. :;)0 you recall the Nev' Y01"k postmt'rk on 
th..LS cov ~r? vould you say tha' the Ba:1anlas stClIlP paid the 
postat.)c to U. &. destinatio!l? Pe./. ... aps you may n tice the pa.ra le1 
bet.reel: this cov l' fin your 'rictoria. . so on n!ore p ·nt on 
yf)U!~ Victoria . a' abo"!;'\.; t' G ",;.? 
RGgardin~ "(ieil from N w York to Richmond in 1861. ...ee rcy One 
Cent Book, Vol. 2 , page 220, "The G'~eat "ail." This '~s in 1848. 
In 1861 there ltS c-til. no dil;'Gct railroad from ashlngcon to 
Riu1unond and mail etwe.n the i wo Cities went via steambcs.t 

~, ( ahlngton to lqula e.reek) and rc.i1ro£ld, co you are no doubt 
cu.!.'rect in concluding that IlW.J.l postod in ! 01 Y01~ ms not de-
livered J.n hlcl:unond the next da.y, but surely let.t '.t:' mailed 1n 
Ne' York on t110 28th was ready for delivery in Richmond on the 30th. 
It could have been refused deliVEry by the add""esscc nd r'turned 
to .ew YOY.' on t.he 30th or oven thp. 31st . 

That P of 7 cover is unique so f ar a~' I ruu. aym!'G . Snm h s a 
combination of a 3~ 1861 and a. "Ten" also 31 61 <.nd 201 gi."een , 

41 but neither of us ever heard of a 3¢ 1861 and a 10~ blue. 1 had 

I 



.. 

#2 . fir . L. L. Shenfie1d, Oct. 28, 1943. 

a bid in of over ~j' 125. 00 and didn t t think I had a. chance to 
lose it. It sure was a honey and well worth the price that 
the buyer paid • 

Yours etc ., 
.~ 



t 

• Dear Larry: 

4v4 South Grand ve., 
Fort ho .. as, Ky. 

Dec. 11, 1943. 

He - your Victoria cover - I am enclos i ng a photo of it and 
also a pboto of the Bahamas, "Mails Suspended" cover. You 
:rill note that both have the black New York "5" postmark, 
one reading, flBr. Pkt" (Bahamas) the other "Am. Pkt" (Victoria). 

Consider the Bahamas. The !t six pence" stamp paid the postage 
to the U. S. frontier, it did not pay the postage to destination, 
hence 5i was due as indicated by the New York marking. Naturally 
this is "British Packet" because we had no U. S. ail Route to 
the Bahamas. 

Evidently the same principle applies to the Victoria cover, that 
is, the postage stamps paid the carriage via London to the U. S.
frontier, the U.S. ship to shore being due on delivery. You can 
call this interna1 If you wish out my definition is more correct. 
This l etter ms brought from ngland to New York by II American 
Packet" as borne out by the N.Y. postmark and also by the red 
(British) "16 cents." This was the Atlantic sea postage credit 
from England to the U. S. frontier. Had the "Internal" (5i) been 
paid, then the credit ~ould have been 2l~ (16~ plus 5¢). 
From here on it is anyone's guess. 

Vas the letter sent to Richmond and delivery attempted before the 
lines were closed? If so, did the Ricr~ond firm refuse to pay 
the 5¢ to obtain the letter? Or was it sent back to England with
out any attempt to deliver in Richmond? As far as I know, no one 
can answer these questions correctly. 

Will you please return the photos. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mac. 

r. L . L. Shenfield, 
% Pedlar & Ryan , 
fi50 Park Ave., 

ew York , N.Y. 

Sincerely yours, 



-. 

r. "an Dyk .,uc.Bridc , 
744 road ...,t ., 
Ne flrk, N.3. 

Dear lac: 

434 outh Grand ~ve ., 
Fort ho as, Ky . 

Dec . 11, 1943. 

I ant encioai g hor with a copy of a letter I h ve ritten 
L rry about ~in ictoria cover. 

You are at liberty to use any of' the 1. 10 ... !lation COllte.~ned 
thelle Il, lJl'Qviacd you quote roo directly fro thi ... 1 tt r. 
I 'm.akln0 thiL raque t for this re"son. In e. r cent 
l~tlc.l..e certnin part! used i. fO:!'1:la ... ion I d given to 1m 
ith no credit w~atsoevcr to the source. Of cours . am 

not seeking credit but it ake" riC durn. sore for so. aonG to 
uee uy st;uf.l' ·and to give 'he 1; pr sion' .. 1.Ut he \"(10:> fully 
con ersant with the subject and h d ug ou ~he ans ~(L c 11 
by hi~ self . I run t ~re t h' t you '.!ill agree that ... uch . tu..f f 
is lousy and th t no one but D. cad would do such a thing. 

, ith reg rds, 

Your~ etc ., 



~\!I: "h 
I ·/'IS " ..) 

\'e! "1/ I e. 
.. ,- - I~(,I 
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GEORGE C. HAHN 
B35 WILLIAMSON BUILD I NG 

CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 

T. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Avenue 
?ort Thomas, Ky. 

I.Iy dear ;Ir. Ashbrook: 

October 20, 1943 

-.. 

I recently secured tl.e enclosed 6-cents Lincoln Bank Note item, 
which I am endeavoring to secure some further information on. 
Knowing your interest in items of this type, 1 am taking the 
liberty of asking you to kindly assist me in solving some of 
the questions wLich come to ny mind. .. 

(1) I believe the single rate to Holland, effective ~ebruary 
1st 1870 via the United _\int:;dom was 15-cents. However, 
George S. Hill and H. I.I. Konwiser's article on Foreign 
Rates as Dublished in TtSTAJ PS", voll..llue 11. page 451 show 
a rate of 10-cents effective February 1, 1870. 'las the 
cover sent via United Kingdom or did it travel via a 
different route? ~rhy are there no markings on the cover 
indicating the amount of postage due that 'Nas to be col
lected? Did the "2" in blue crayon indicate that this 

VTaS tl"'e amount of postacre dne to be collected? Or is 
the D.:5 on the reverse an indic·~tion of amount of 1)ostage 
due to be collected? 

(2) Where was the cover originally posted? In Few York? 

(3) vlb.y were to stamps applied, one shortpaid and t-~e other 
i':"sufficiently paid? lVere these two stal11ps annlied in 
Ne'w Yorlc? 

I realize that you are quite busy but I hope you vall not mind 
My asking these questions. The item intriF,Ues me and I feel 
there is a story in this cover, which I am nnable to solve. 

A sta.11Ped, self adrlressed reply envelope is enclosed. Thanks 
ever so much. 

GCH:L 





Ar . George C. Hahn, 
835 Williamson Bldg., 
Cleveland 14 , Ohio . 

Dear Mr . Hahn: 

434 South Grand Ave •• 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Oct . 22 , 1943 . 

He~ewith the 6~ Bank Note cover as per yours of the 20th. 

The date of your cover appears to be "12 - Jul - 70" 
(Rotterdam) • 

At this time , the rate of postage to Holland was 10¢ (by 
closed mail , via England) but pr payment was optional . Accord
ing to the postal treaty then 1n effect , unpaid letters or 
short-paid letters were subject to a fine . The word ina- of the 
treaty is rather vague but as I understand it, the deficient 
sum was to be collected at destination and in addition, a fine 
o~ 15 cents (Dutch currency) . The fine on a short - paid letter 
to this country was 5¢, (U. S. ) . 

I think your cover originated at B Itimore because I hav 
. photograph in my files of a cover from that city to the same 

address and in the same handwriting. It has a 6¢ 1869 and post
marked Baltimore "Nov 2" (1869) . You will note that it was 
likewise "Short Paid. " 

The handstamp on your cover "Short Paid" was applied at Ne I 

York. I am not familiar with the .t![nsuff'lclently Paid' but I 
believe its origin ~as Baltimore . 

The rate to Holland was reduced to 15¢ on Jan . 1 , 1868, and was 
further reduced to 10¢ on February 1 , 1870. 

I do not know the meaning of the IID . S. " on the rev-erse. but no 
doubt it 1s a Dutch transit marking of some so~t . On the 1869 
cover mentioned above was a si ilar marking reading, "e. 11". 
on the 1869 cover there is also a blue pencil 112 . 11 The pen 
marking on your cover is probably the Dutch Due . On the 1869 
cover 1s a pen ma.rking but it is different. no doubt due to the 
different rate . 

Sincerely yours, 



-.--; 

"I, ~ 
-=* ~ 

• 

., 



Dr . Edw. L. Fe:ena1d, 
616 ~pir0 Bld£., 
Rockford , Ills. 

Dea.£' Doctor: 

434 South Grand AVo., 
Fort Thoma~, Ky. 

Dec . 3, 194:5 . 

I !'las dorm 'ast for ten days and on my return I found 
yours of the 80th, with various enclosures , which I am 
ro-curning herewith. 

}/fany thanks f o your rt9marks on the Ch rlestmID-Brighton, 
Mass . cover. 'Ihe data. you gr.l'le me was quite int l"esting 
and have filed it with Iny record on covers from the sume 
points . Every little item like this is qui'ce hel pful . 

Regarding the items you sent me . 

(I) '.rhe small Bostor. po. tma.rk is a "!'ecei ving postmark'i 
and is ql. ita "ell known. Off ha.nd I don't I'ecall the exa.ct 
period 'her it coone ~nto ULe but it w plobub1y in the late 
fifties. 

(2) . Y. & boston Stmb & R. R. P. - C se listed this years ago 
under "Rail Road Postmarks , " ~ bich is pel~l ps proper. It did 
not desia;nate a ai1roa.d or a laeket Boat but ruther 
U . s . e.il~oute . 

(3) le.sl~i 1 ton 'Free." This \VA 1.1. • tr king il~tended (;0 be 
used on "Pree .rai1(1 or on ('r1re.!lkod ail" ut it JUS occa..,iona11y 
used .as we see it on your cover . Si 11e.r items rE> Imo\1n fl"'om 
San Prancisco. Neither are v(')ry rar • 

(4) mperf . V(h"'t:!..cal? .0 To, this is ju~ t a cente_ line copy 
VJith a vert cal pe_ f . t riGht trir: .ted. any such item' are 
known. Pa ~t perfs al'6 valueless unless in P!1iI'f~ alld lithout 
quest~on of genuine ess e 

(5 ) Boise City to Albany . "1867" Crier 1'0 S J r'" abolished as 
of July 1, lSoo, so no fee WUS-col1ected on this covor. This 
marking is we- 1 kno m and was used to sho v the i llO and date of 
delivery. 1'e cities bothered to 00 this nt thL.) eurly p riod. 

(6j II 0 6 11 The only explanation I can offer is that it was 
beavy enoug~ to be raced as a triple rate . 

(7) Vicksburg to -~ew Orleans . The marking falls unde. the c1assi
ficution "Forwarder' .... Markings." It has no speci 1 signlficaice . 

' .. 



#2 . Dr . Edw. L. Fernald, Dec . 3 , 1943 . 

ile this letter probably traveled by a Rivei.'> Mail Route , 
it could not be considered a "StGamboat fl or a "Packet" cover .. 
Covers so classed have an actual steamboat or packet marking . 

(8) D.V.R.R. This is quite a late R. R. marking and there is not 
a great aeal of interest on late R. R. items . I don ' t recall 
this one but I 'obably have the name of the company in my 
flIes , but if so 1 cannot locate it at presont. 

Regarding the t 0 covers to Natal . ~he one with the 34¢ is O. K. 
nl ~ in every ~espect. ~he rata via British mail was 34~ and the red 

pencil !I24" is in accordance with -;;11i8 34~ rate. This us e was 
undoubtodly in J1IDe 18 9. 

The other cover is not as it was originally, as ther} was n ot 
on~~i26¢te to Natal in 1868 or IS'9. The postuge on this cover 
was originally 34~ as on the other cover, and there was 24t 
credited on this cover to the Britlsh Po~t Office. It is auitG 
evident that 24¢ cannot 'be taken out of ~~O¢ . Thu "2" (handstamp) 
of "2i111 is beneath the II IDtI of IrpAID' in the Lon on postmar'k. 
On mail such as tnis, 'e kept loi and aid the British a shilling, 
or 24¢' to transmit the letter fl'om London to 1 at al . 

I charge fees on foreign rate covel's, the same depending on the 
value of the cover. On these two Natal items my fee is the 
minimum, viz., : 2.00 each. There is no charge on the other items .. 

i th kinde t :t."eg i'ds, I I:U1l 

Cordially .~our·s, 



PHONE MAIN 2733 

THE REGENERATION SYSTEM 
A NON-MEDICINAL THERAPY 

DR. EDWARD L. FERNALD , ( D , 0 , ) FOUNDER 

ROCKFORD , ILLINOIS 

616 Eru ... ira ::'1 g . 

M • Sts.u .... oy 3 . A !lJr.J k) Jov . .,j\"' , .,.&.3 . 

434 S0 . G ~ a Ave., 

Ft . Tho nlo.. B, Ky . 

Do x ~Lc . A-ho ' . 

from 01s..1esto"n to B-cight .1.1 , ~.!a"" vith car1. ie r r~ t e. I n ' t kno. 110. I.u .... h 

this ill hel,1; you., but Ul-' to the Civil 'ar ol' i l4. , Char .. asto.'I ,as 0. el.o.~'at'f. 

citl, C10E:;e to B sto but entirely distinct f ... Oltl it , I.'i t h its o.n ustaJ. 

<..I. al i very . On the tiler hand,Brighton la:> nothir..g 0 t "'" country villo.ge , i th 

t ,.,e that i t. uld e ,j,Jo .l.·f3w tJ.y .. J.<:1 tuxo..l f . 1: 1-'re t:..ywou G f v3.!'l ie... hw te i.o. 

Cho.x.J..o::>tu. J. f01' a.o ive.LY i n B :igllUU,(J, to ,lIlo 0 illJ.IJJ.7 ~o ... ~ abl:::..u .i.f tha [.ui:.:~Ll 

r.. .L efel e1....;e to the itol,lo:l #1 a.liU, )' /;:; , : i \.ih the eUlall OE..HCe ..... tio J I 

am 01101ua i Hg "oVel' ,ii th :3 caut Id61 aJ.lu. c. ve.l.Y 61 •• ' 11 B at !J. 11 revei vi. gl1 CC'.LJ.v o'-. 

aui t y . 

A I ",lou ehvlo:;>L .. g C;1. J.ullIoe.l. of c, tlJ.el itelll-:: .. th",,'t l.,ay L te.Le"t you. 

133 01 fv'..t.ea.l e tte:c .. ith cO.lJ l1 e u, St ecL .. b at ""no. R cc....ce} . Ho~ Cloes i t i st~ 

r~"% v.ith c':)~ .J.. e b.;! lJ.e.1 FRE'7 oal (, e ' --'~HY? #44-- 8L. gle , il.pel'for5..te v e rtico. 1. 

144 I,m U9 i . thi:::. f "",r oub e , e ight os to .:Je? 4' bE fIoal Ido,hc Terri to.cy 

, v, i th Al ba y Ca.Cl ier 1867 --" as f ee col13o ted? {65 f .rO.i ' e • art F . 1. to PhL_. 

IIDue 6 11 --rilly? ';"S4--Vi8. s.)urg to .... 0. O ... le:;,,\,I .. -< -- .... s"t e 'imbOLt.t ccveX' ? :{'94 

D. V. R. n .--url i ste d RR ? 2 covers to Natal Cl O • Afric_ J 1868 --20 oe ltb 

--1869 -- .,A c ent l-osta.ge -- vhy t1.e ui f fe ... ence in r6.te? (1 
I f tne .... e i s any ..::ha.Lr e f nl' sawe ,t-J eh:;. e d..a.vi be n e. Sh ue,;, ~Y~~ 





... \ 
"';~\J \ , 

!"-, J I • 



.r . Cha.rles : . Taylor, J::~., 
480 Park Ave., 

~ A i Yor k , J . Y. 

'y dear "1'8 . ""ay10r: 

t~fly 27, 194'7 . 

Undor eparnte covor I a .. today maili~·· 
to you a co y of n recent urticle of mL~e on 
th Pos 81 L gislat10n of tl~ Confod~racy , 1hich 
I tru. t -,1il1 prove of . o. ~ interest to you . 

cain r~y I riL ~uro you th tit In.'' n 
l'e(11 plAI flure to vi"1t ith "!T01 an' if at any 
ti you .... eel th t I can be of orr.~, Bsista.nce to 
"ou I trust hnt you rill cor.!! f.lnl r e . 

.~ 







,~ 
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AXERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 

W. L. MO O 0 v, III, 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

'N. L . MOO OV,.)R' .• P ~~ SID~NT 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 

July 7, 1943 

It was good of you to ~Tite me offering me a gorgeous li 1857 type 
lA on cover. Time will probably prove that I am wrong but the 
current price is much above what I would be willing to pay. 

With regard to the 1869 cover submitted by Raymond Weill, it is 
considered by me that his price is a lot too high. I made him 
an offer for the cover with a New York cover which offer he accepted 
and which would have brought the price down on the 1869 cover. I 
then discovered that the New York cover was undoubtedly faked. By 
holding the cover to the window you could see that the New York 
stamp was badly thinned; also the date did not indica.te the proper 
use of the stamp. So I returned them both. I might be interested 
in the combination 1869 cover if the price were in line with what 
I consider it worth and subject, of course, to my being convinced 
that it is genuine. Your statement in this connection would probably 
be sufficient, however, I am afraid of these 301 1869 covers because 
it is my understanding that there are very many faked ones around and 
too many dealers have side-stepped the firm position that they should 
have taken regarding them • . The quantity of them in the Knapp Sale 
not only befuddles the layman but also reatl im airs the value and 
casts a doubt upon the good ones. For your information, I have one 
~t I ~ is good. I ave een told that it is and its genuineness 
is guaranteed by Colson but still there is some question in my mind. 
This is no reflection on Colson. I am sure that he was honest in his 
statement that it is good. 

I have a very beautiful 21~1 1869 cover that no one has questioned, 
and if another comes my way, I will be glad to let you know about it 
so that Mr. Newbury may consider it. 

I wish you would keep me in mind for a very fine block of the 11 1851. 
Also, any very fine New Yorks either on or off cover. 

Sincerely yours, 

Vljl.1v, II Ijkw 



.. 
t 
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434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

r . W. L. ~oody III , 
% The American National Ins . Co . , 
Galveston, Texas . 

My dear Mr . Moody: 

Many thanks for yours of the 7th. 

July 14, 1943 . 

I was pleased to learn that the reason for your return 
of the 30¢ 1869 cover to Weill was one of price , more than 
anything else . I examined that cover very carefully, also 
others covers from the same correspondence and I am positive 
that the 30¢ plus 15¢ cover is absolutely genui~e . 

It is unfortunate that some dealers get such exaggerated 
ideas of values that they make it impossible at times to 
acquire desirable items which they turn up. While Weil l did 
not price the cover to me , I understood he had a price on it 
of 550. 00. I don't see any excuse for such a figure . 

Perhaps if all the fake 30¢ 1869 covers were el inated the 
genuine items would be much more rare than supposed in past 
years , but even so, I doubt if prices of 500 and up would be 
at all justified. 

I have devoted quite a bit of study in recent years to the 
fakes of the 1869- 1872 period and I have very little doubt that 
any fake would fool me at the present time . I believe that the 
reference records in my files are doubtless the most compl ete 
in existence . 

I lould like to see your 30t 1869 cover . Perhaps I could sat
isfy the question in your mind regarding it . I lould also like 
to see your 24¢ 1 69 ' cover as these items are indeed rare and I 
doubt if I would turn one down at any price that Weil l could 
think up. I'll examine both items carefully and zeturn promptly. 

~hat sort of a block of the l¢ 1857 would you like to acquire? 

Ir . Newbury has many fine things offered to htm, and doubtless 
at times he returns items which you could use . I am gOing up to 
Chicago the last of next week to spend a few days with him. 
I ' ll mention your interest in the 5¢ New York to him. erhaps 
it is possible for you two to be of mutual benefit to each other. 

ith kindest regards , 

Cordially yours , 



ArlERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 

'IV . L . MOOD Y, III, 
VICE PRESIOt!:NT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

'IV. L . MOO 0 Y,..J R ., PR It S 1 0E N T 

GALVESTON,TEXAS 

July 19, 1943 

I really would like to have that cover from weill with the 301 and 15i 1869. 
I particularly want it since you give it your unqualified endorsement but 
the price asked, $550.00, is beyond all reason to my '~y of thinking. 

I agree with you that through you Mr, Newbury and I might work to mutual 
advantage and I am certainly vnlling to cooperate in anyway that I can. I 
am not in the market for discards, however, undoubtedly there ar e duplicates 
t hat each of us might pass to the other and he likely would be particularly 
interested in cert ain items where I would be in others. 

You asked what block 01' 1857 I want. I do not want an 1857 li b lock but I 
surely am anxious to get a really fine block of the 11 1851. --with regard to my 241 1869 cover, I cannot send it along just now as it is 
in the possession of Mr. Colson in Boston who i s remounting my '69's . 
JudginE from past experience, it is duubtful that these will be returned 
before sometime in the fall. ~nen they are r eturned, I will be very happy 
to send the two covers to you for your perusal. I bought the 301 on cover 
from colson but not the 24i, however, he has passed upon the genuineness of 
them both. 

As no doubt you know, I probably purchase more stamps from Mr. Colson than 
from any other dealer, but I do not regard myself as tied to any individual 
nor do I regard any individual as having the best knowledge of the entire 
field. I think that it is particularly unfortunate that some of the best 
mi nds in philately snipe at each other, and even more unfortunate that there 
are so many crooks in the game. Excepting a few small dealers, I have just 
about limited myself to you, Mr. Colson, and Mr. Cole, all of whom I regard 
most highly. 

~.--~---------~ Cordially yours, 

IJ'[LM,III;kw 
~::T 



• 11" . ~ . L. ,'oody III, 

434 wouth Grand ve . , 
Port Thomas, Ky . 

July 24, H?43 • 

f., ~erican Jat10nal Insurance Co ., 
Galveston, ~ xns . 

Do~ 1" lr . ~oody: 

yo~~ o~ the 19th received, an~ I do trust th t I eidn't 
Give yo the "lrong 1.GpreSS1011., in lnt1nating that you 

ir.ht be interested in any itemo disc"'rded by '1" . Newbury . 
Of course; I knOl full well that you 1"e not interested 
in poor cond1t~on. 

It h! s only been in recent years that r . Je ,bury coIl cted 
co,,; rs mel he till cos not en e for such 1+-0"'ls r ef'tcrns, ,. 
foroe':'t;n 'l."atef', etc . Ho coes not eVen own ony 'xp'Te~s 
co '10.", her..ce n item tht; t ho mi ;lit turn dO\\rrl ~ni ht po t 1bly 

€I on ito.. that you <'ould l:>e deligh.tod to own. 

That is 'I;:h1it I had in mind d1 it occurred to me toot you 
misht r,ivo r.im t e opportunity to nc uirc it ms that arc of 
no p :-ti, -le.:" interest to yo 1. ! he"ven' t mont io... d these 
ideas of mine to him, but I will 0.0 so 0 ... r::..J nej~t v~. it to 
Chicnro. 

It certainly is un ortuna e that \!e have a 1 t of unethicnl 
poople in tr.is game . I think that a pcr.so~ '1ifho spreads 
"'mlicious gOSsip Generally, h s little or no rO~I1""d faT' the 
truth, hence ('an no more be tru .. ted t':an a cho t who ould 
deli Gr'1tely ~at:e n corer . There ar so many fine characters 
in A nericnn .. _ ... 1 tely th t there is littlr... v>ee "'on ,. y one 
'"'heuld be ooth~red or ored' y tho morons who hane; on the ~ringe . 

t th pres. ,nt ti~ I do not '''nO'\: of any exceptional lock of 
the One Cent 1851 the.t is 1'0)." sale ut I will lr:oep a memorandum 
beforo me that you 10uld like to see One. 

I ill greatly appreciate e. look at your 24¢ and 30¢' 1869 
cove s when they are returned to ~ou. 

I count "::zra Cole s one of Dry r'y ood 1':riends . . ~ra starLi.s 
very high ith the bo::t -of e ri an collectors. as v'ell as f'ith 
the best among the dealers . 

I r ... all" "''''n ot understand -hy eill h£..D sneh an eXll,ceratod 
opinion of th~ value of his Ib 9, 30i plun l5~ COVf:r . 

~ith ltindest egnrds, 
Co!'d1a~_ly yours, 



, 

-

434 South Grand va . , 
Fort Thomaa, {y. 

Aug. 29 , 1943. 

r . W. TJ . Moody III , 
% American National Insurance Co . , 
Galveston, Texas . 

Dear r,~ . 100dy: 

regarding the 24~ 186 "-'eferring to onr 'acen C0111"'e ponde ce 
COVeI'D, I suppose the cov r you ovm e 
EmGt'son collection and was sold In the 
1937. rhis ras a 25¢ ate to oeario 
1869 and a l~ 1 9 . It las fro~ Boston 
correspondence . 

a cover t t as in tho 
first Em rson sale 1n 

?ent no and had u 2~1 
and as from the "~insorl! 

strange to r late , n~ f C rha t of e York City 
aims ~ imilar cover , in fact , t lust be almost a duplicat of 
yours , that is , i~ my records are co rect . I h d supposod that 
the Emerson co reI' ~ent to Carhart a the catalogue description 
fitted his cover . I did not suspect that there {era t·o such 
ito uhich a~e apparently almost kdentlcal . hav pho~ograph 
of' th Carha.rt covel' and I li11 100;: ~or Ia_'d to seeing your cov r 
and making a r cord o£ it. 

I have seon uito a fe '{ cover '1'0 1 the 'J:'nsor find but I don1 t 
recal that hav ver attached ny susp cio to any of tlom. 
pparontly thin "find' m8 kept c_ean . .. ethel" he 24¢ nor the t 

on the Carhart cover are t od e 

• 
I understiuud th t th Wei 1'1' 1 old th cov r w th the 3 ¢ an 
15¢ to one man vho took all the covers in th s orr spondence . ~ 

. figuring t COf: f each cove I t " nk th~t he figure that v 

SO¢' co 1>inat!on cover co .. t him at.,-: en '450 and 1"465 . I thought 
Y0"l \ ould b intIJrested ~n th s bit of inI'ormation an . a k that 
you treat sru e as conf1dvntia1 , thoug~ I do not think that the ne 
orner would have th 1 gh est obJec~ion to e giv1n you the In
forma ton. 

I am ene oSing h dditio 6.1 CO! zaG from the Brooks Lot . 

Cove'X" #68 1s qu i te \musu It h ... t'lO, unSigned cop es and the u e 
s L'Yl D' camber 1845 . h no rocor of the u of any unsigned 

copies later than July 18 v. The stamp to right h a a horizontal 
f old in the paper. I might adc th,t all 0 ' the Brooko covers came 
tQ him i'rom origina finds , hence no "monkey business fl lth any of 
his, covers . 

Covar #59 - ha two s ngles , ~he stamp t o left be~ng except onal y 
f ne and in y opinion, worth thD full price of this cov r . This 
coW has the red J w York as well s the blue pen manto . 

Cover #94 - the right SIJ mp couid b, cut off l eaving quite a ina 
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single . 

If you decide to keep any of tllese and wish any of the stamps 
rdmoved from cover , Illl be glad to do the removing without 
injury to the face of the stamp. 

Cover #373 . I think this is a beautiful cover. Mr . Brooks bought 
thi in the Bro m sale Sl1d pa.id closo to the price asked. 

Lot :l496 - conta_ns orne Cal~.fornia tems: 
(A) AJ.1 unused vla Panaro ate ship onvelope 
L tter sheots as folIo 
(B) tiThe m':nors" 
(a) l .irot &, Co. Llthoeraph (S . F.) ith four miner's scenes 
(D) Le:i;ter shoet dated lev dn City linr 20 - 1853 - "Britton 
& R Y litho;l"aph of four miner's Be n s, "Sundr :use~ent" 
Pric of this lot \30.00. 

If you decide to retain any of the ita s lill you kindly aka check 
pay ble irecG to arold C. Broo~s. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosed: 
# 68 - ylGO.OO ~ 

69 - 140.00 ~ 
70 - 5 . 00 
71... 50.00 
72 - .:>OO .. OO / (l'ro n an orig_.nal find. 

. 78 - 1'7 • 50 An oxe apt iona.l copy. 
92 - 15.00 / 
9 ... - 50 . 00 '" ./ 

295 - 10.00 ............ .........-
296 .- 15 . 00/ · 
297... 15.00~ 
298 - 2.5.00 
304 2.50 / 
373 - 60 . 00 """/ 
414 15. 00 ""'/ 
,:;'57 - 2 . 00 ~ .... 
458 - 2 . 00~ 
461 - 3 . 00 "'/ 
463 - 3 . 50 V/ 
405 - 3 . 50.,/ / 
466 - 5 . 00// 
467 - 5 . 00~ 
468 - 15. 00 ./ / 

~ 476 - 17 . 50 0' 
~8l - 3 . 00/ ... 
484 - 3 . 00 
·186 - 7 . 50 / / 
496 - ~O . OO v 

-
IJ '-0 

I 

I 

I 
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11" • • h ~ 0 dy I II , 
The ,ooay Fanch, 

~o ntui Rome , Texas. 

D aT.' r . ~oody: 

4~4 South G~and v. , 
Fort 'hemas, Ky. 

S pt . 13, 19t13. 

YOU"A of recent d te 1'o3ce ved '1th retll"n of the covO;;:"'" and check 
pe. robl to r . Brooks for 170.00. Kindly accept my thanks . 

I not au 1d like for e to ~e-submit the )¢ ~t. Lo is cover 
ll1'ter you rnturn to '}alveato . Th s I 111 be glad to cie and I 

111 endorse sanle as absolutely conuine in every respect on the 
re .rne . 

tll" . 'Ore oks never has call: ct d any off-cov.1' st ... .,mp a d v • groat 
!lU '01"1t'l7' of ~lis covers vore ""cau.i 'cd d1re(;t tbru n extensivo a ... 

ei1 t~" exp sive dvertislng caupaign 'hich he con ~ucte froD time 
to tine in the past t'V1ent~ yeEJ.Ts . 

)Olt e. ; as. > ago; h dec 1ded th& t !.e iOuld cut his collect lon do m 
to U o out JOO of -tb finest itemn in h:t collect· on, nnd in follo','1ng 
ut t'h18 intention, hI) has dispooed l' nal diffm" nt spec1o.lt_ s . 

exampl " a' 1 of hi t . S . Post ante S, .the sale of r:hic 1 he 
Gtl t d h ns If . T)o ~ou re~all I Irote JOu bout his 1 1 Haven? 

Th:L he sole f' or 1500 to a collector in 'e 'f avon. La t , ring 
e s ld at auct on 'lito a lot of Conf'edern e Pro'! ionals· d 6on

fedel"a'o (Ten rill Iss es . t presen I thinl" he 1~ f.!)ntir ly cl""anod 
out ~ f Con ods with the exce~tion ot some fe r suner delux rovi
sion ).s . He Bet'" hif:' big klck out of .olloct;ngo·in ccuit'ing itoms 
and in ~y i~stanceB ~ ave notod j tiring of expensive cov~~s 

nd e i.ing t em ft .t substant1nl los os . lIe love to attend auctio .. 1S 
and to bJ.d more t an tho other folloYl. lie has told e thrt it 'i"'lln 

::tn his blood ap.d th' t his father enjoyod an auctioI" R Ie ore than 
any other form of musement . Brook... is a che:t'miIlB gentle an, a rea. 
f ... 11,0 II in e ery re p ct of the 'ord and a loyal friend. If you kne 
him J. am a'lre you would Ii e h:.a.m vory much. 

The auovo , Slllply to reas<u'e you thut the ito is I ha~e ~en you 
t .. nd~ \'; . ch belong to hi: are not cast-offs for any other reaSO!lS than 
st ted. 

Irs plea.ed to obtain tho ... urther Lnformation on the 24~ l8G.9 
cover, which ind:l.ca'toB uhllt t he cover riO 1 !.n tho Carb rt col1 ction 

as fo rl~~ in tb arson collectl.on. 

(0 doubt jOl h va SOin covC?:'t. in your collection with a rubb0' staulp 
on the bacy: reading, I:John F . oybold, yracusa , !l . y . 1I eybold Has 
ui 0 a prominent collector in t~e onrly pnrt of thi century un wns 

noted fo_ t e fact thnt he collected covers . He was no doubt on of 
the first collectol's in the country who r 'ally wfJnt after coV,;COS in 
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a big way. Seybold died in the fall of 1909 and his collection 
of COV01"G was sold at aucti::m b J . G. Morgenthau & o . in Mareh 
of 1910. 

The catalogue of the Seybold sale is n great pieco of ~eference 
taterial, at least it has proved 'i;hl:l.t to me . Among tl e 1869 items 
'as a. cove">' to Spain decc:-eibed as m ving a ~4¢' 1869 and a pair of ~i 

'be.nk notes used in Au st of 1870. I have oi'ten li onnCl'ed :hatover 
bee J.0 oj. tl u COV it' and how laue. I llould gi -e to e it and exe.. ine '~ 
it . ell, last week that long standing 'I J.sh ,,:as gratified and located 
·ch. pr sent oymer of the cover. \Jithout doubt it 1s the most beauti
ful 2:st 1869 r have ever seen A. l.d it 11=1 absolt 1.jely ood b"yond e."'ly 
quest'on of a· loubt . 

Hero is a ver~ rare item and can you ~ Gine the price it brought in 
the Ie? _ er eiGht dollars . Of course the cOV'ett is not .por sale, 
but I thought you vwauld be ::"llte!'osted ~.n the ubove . P j;lhups I could 
rr ur;;:o to sond you u p otogrl:l.ph if you lould like to hr.ve n print . 

~incerely yours, 



Af\ERICAN NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. 
'IV . L. MOO 0 V,J A' •• P~~SID!:NT 

G A L V E STON. TEXA S 

'IV . L . MOO 0 Y , II I , 

VI C~ PRII!;:SIOII!:NT 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentuoky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Moody Ranoh 
Mountain Home, Texas 

Your letter of August 29th with enclosures was forwarded to me at 
the Moody Ranoh, Mountain Home, Texas, where I am remaining for several 
weeks. It is diffioult for me to deoide on some of the items, such as 
the cover with the St. Louis bears, because I do not have my collection 
nor even a catalogue with me. I think that I have this identical stampf 
on cover, that is, the 5i St. Louis, but if mine should be a different 
position on the plate, I might consider the cover you submitted. I 
would, however, want your written endorsement on the back of the cover 
if I decided to keep it. If you care to resubmit it later on after I 
return to Galveston, you may do so. 

Meanwhile, I have decided to keep five covers totaling $170.00 for which 
I enolose my check payable to Harold C. Brooks, as requested. I note 
that nearly all of these covers have some little something that detracts. 
If Mr. Brooks has any extremely fine items, partioularly New Yorks, I 
would surely appreciate your sending them to me. I don't like paper folds 
or creases; I don't like smeary cancellations; and I don't like stamps 
that are cut into even though very slightly; or stamps with perforations J 
pulled. Almost without exception, the covers submitted come into these 
categories and I can't help but wonder if they are not oulls from Mr. 
Brook's collection. I feel sure that they must be . I hope the re-
turned covers reach you in good order. 

With regard to my 24i 1869 cover, it is not such a cover as you refer to. 
However, as I advised you before, I do not have it in hand and oan not 
give you all of the details about it until it is returned to me, at 
which time I will be very happy to send it on for your inspection. 

With very best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

lAJ,(~~~ 
W. L. Moody, nr 
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l1r . C. C. Hart, 
304 Commerce Bldg., 
Kansas City, r' o • 

Dear I~r . Hart: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas!! Ky. 

Dec. 22, 1943. 

Your letter of the 16th received# but the cover that you 
stated you vere enclosing was not in the envelope. I 
judge that this was an error and that you are sending it 
under separate cover. 

I '\'lote that the cover was Lot 13 in the l'GCent onne Sale 
(Dec. 6th). I went over the lo~s in this sale !hile in 
New York arom1d the 1st of the month and no doubt I thought 
that this cover was O.K. as I note that I double chocked. it 
and advised my friend Emmerson Kr'ug to buy it. Evidently 
his bid was not high enough. 

Before passing any opinion on the covQr I would prefer to 
examine it carefully. It is possible I doubl checked the 
cover simply becau8c I thought t4e two stwups 'ore very fine. 
r can't recall exactly hoy the cover looked, but I do know 
that many f'Konnedy" covel"'S in collections thruout the country 
were originally stamplcss lterr..8, to Wilich stamps were added 
by fakers. 

Some Kennedy's corrospondents in C,lnada kept supplies of t_e 
1847 stamps and u ed them on their mail in order to pay the 
u. s. postage to destination in Nevi ork. As aanada had no 
postage stamps at this time, their po"tage had to be pe.id in 
cash. Inasn.uch as we had no postal treaty .. vith Canada at this 
tine, it was not pos ible to pr"pn.y the po!":tage to destination, 
unless as vias proba.bly done with your cover. 

I have a faint recolleetion that tho blue pen murl:s struck 
me as being the blue i nk used at the HHI York Post Offico at 
this per&dQ. It is possible that the Paid in the Quebec 
postmark vas crossed out because the entire po'tuge was not 
paid in cash to destination. theBeebeinff no way to do this. 
flpaid" generally meant lito destination • 

OnetbB the finest things in 1847 covers is a combin~tion U3e 
of the 5i (or 10i) 1847 with a Canadian 3 pence B~av~r stamp. 
Such combination covers are very rare, because the "Beaver" was 
not issued until late April 1851 and the 47' s became 'o13so1ete 
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several months later (July 1, 1851). Perhaps the finest U. S . 
19th century (General Issues) cover known to philately is a 
cover from Canada via the U. S. thru Boston to London, England. 
This cover has a three pence Beaver (p~ying the postage to the 
bor der) and a strip of five 5i l8~7 , paying by one cent over
pay the 24i U. S. rate to London. I m reliably informed that 
the owner recently refused ~5,OOO.OO for this cover. At present 

• I am trying to buy a certain well known cover which has a Beaver 
and a 5~ 1847 from this country to Canada. the 5~ 47 paying the 
U •• postago (in lay 1851) and the Beaver, the Canadian postage. 
vhut a wonderful co~binationlJJ 

~ I lli!derstand that xtremely good prices ~ere realized at the 
Michaels sale and if too rouc material is not returned, then 
Michael can consider the sale quite a big success. 

~~th the Compliments of th ~easou , I am 

C ordially yOUL~S, 

• 

• 

• 
.. 

E 
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Mr. C. C. Hurt, 
304 Commerce Bldg., 
Kansas City, Mo . 

De r 'r. Hart.: 

431 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Dec. 24, 1943. 

Her' vrit ... t c 51. 1847 cov r, same being lot J13 in the recent 
DOBI'.e sale . I ha re examined thi q cover very ca1"eful1y and I am 
of the op:l.nio:'1 thnt the 5i stamps were without any c oubt used 
orie;ina] lyon t:bis cover and lO:('e ttached to the co er in Canada 
by the oi.'lde:c' . I also examined tho cov"'r very c'lI'efu11y u"lde: 
my quartz Inmp and found no indicntion whatsoever that i;;hcrc had 
beon any e:.ban e aoe in the o:."1gin 1 status of tho c ~! ~r . The 
stanps surely CtO J. at shaN any sign thaI,. a:1Y J. :.. ... 0viou ... cancelution 

. had been removed. 

I th:i.nk the. 1. it .Lo possible th t the DIne ink 'I' co t 10 blue :tn .. 
whic _ \"JO.:3 gad clt the No" york or ost f 'ice at C· is In rj.od, af so 
the.. the ~ f1 . ps were not cancaled unt 11 t:l0 le'etar I'C chad the 
He'; Yo:r'k post office. I don't knou 'hy to-tO 1 Paid" in the llobec 
pOf'tr::lark VlaS c!'o"" se '1 ou but I suspect -d a thi13 ~ <5.016 nt the 
Nev: "rork post office. 

In the Lichtenstel.n collection if' U Kennedy cover ad.dres ed b. the 
Sll"'1e .'un "bo 'VI'oi;e your lItter. r h's cov r has the QG..T!le (t 0) 
t;;;uebec oot arks, the <1~te , "0G - b - :!-849 11 und ti'lO 5c' 1847' s 
whi0h are apparently tied )y iln~r-"l.1 . _ " in u Cil' C e. cOn £he 
fa.ce is a pen '11-~.' 11 he " f ID\! is not; cr-ossed out on thi:::- cover . 

In Roo~on L~'e . Co . sale (~o_don) in .ar~h 1939 u ~ov~r ;us 
sold, hich app ~rs to e ~ddl"e3f'ed by t "s e man, ')'t t'it:l co -or 
is addressed to Detroit . Ti1.1 ~ 'e t, () Quebec POf'tLlo.ll~S (l':'kc yours ) 
and t e dot n"'pears to be I' Ju . '1 I85(. tI It has flpaid to ~ines" 
and a pGl1 flll~·. If I note tha~t"'--ic!' cov' t.l lip if II i~ blotted out 
with viha;; apre r~ to be e1th ... r tl conce ltric circle kill r 01" a. 011"'-
cu1ar gr~.d. '1:he cover h s IO¢, 184'1 c lCaled 'nth a 'red targot" 
cancelat ion. I note that the de cr'pt on states t e "aid" is 
blotted out uy a 'lred tf'.rc t . 1I Pcrhape I had b tter :.uot~ th& 
auction d6script~on: 

"1850 - co bi etion COVOl:' from Quecec to Detroit of cro 10 circle 
type' ' Paid at Auebec t ~ith red tar~et c ncellation end 11i,' in 
nianuscript l and a. lovely copy 01' tEoe . 0 •• 1841,10;: with s1..'l111e..!' 
target postmark. The obv rse shows also fs . rp id to :mes I cd:;
top. II 
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we did not use a target killer in this country at this 
period . (There were several exceptions). 

Mr. Lichtenstein has a Kennedy tuumr from ontrenl in June 1851 
with a 3 pence Beaver and a 5i 18 7 nd both stumpa re tied 
to cover with a target kil13r (t .. ,o strikos) . Thi3 cover shows 
that our 1847 stamps were, at tim.s ' , c: nceled ill Canada, though 
I can't iw~gine why this was per.ltced by t~e 0 . S . P. D. D. I 
h~vc gone on the theory in past years that ur postal authorities 
w uld h~ve r ef·used to recognize o~r stamps ':hen canceled outeide 
of t e T. S . A. 

~y fe for tho oxa inat10n of th~ above cover is )5 .00 and I 
tI'l [~t you 'II con :!.dE'T' t e char e e.r oycellent insuru_lce • 

~ith ~he C0~pli~ent s of the . eason , I am 

Cord n11 yo rs , 
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THE MID~ WEST FINANCE COMPANY 
----------PERSONAL LOANS SINCE 1885----------

PHONE HA. 4143 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Ave • 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

922 WALNUT ST. 304 COMMERCE BL~G . 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

December 29, 1943 

Thanks for your letters of December 22nd & 24th 
and the interesting and valuable information which they contained. I 
have long wanted a combination cover with the 3¢ Beaver and either the 
5¢ or 10¢ '47 with all stamps tied b-.>' a stamp cancellation. I have bid 
on several of these the past few years but they have always gone for 
more than my bid. I was pleased to get the cover which I forwarded to 
you and believe that it will be an interesting addition to my collection. 

In your letter of December 22nd, you say that you 
are trying to buy a well known cover with a Beaver and a 5¢ '47 from 
this country to Canada. Do you intend to resell it in case you are 
successful in purchasing it? If it is offered for sale, I would be 
interested in it as would undoubtedly many of your other friends. 

Your $5.00 fee is certainly fair and enclosed find 
my check for this amount. 

With best wishes for a Happy New Year, I remain, 

C. C. HART 
CCH:BM 

BONDED TO AND i.ICENSED BY THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
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l:p. ~. C. Hart , 
004 CO~uG~~e Bld8., 
Kansas City, rio. 

434 South Grane Ave., 
Fort T' omns , Ky. 

Jan. 3, 1944. 

YOul's of thG 29th receiver. wi tb chsck for C5 .00 :'or "lhich 
·:l.nd1~ accept f.1J thanks . 

I flr.l one (8 4
)"1' .he ...... cv!iV a. _hotogrL~ph of tIle cover mentiOi ed 

in my Intter of the 22nd c..n~ thould 1 succeod j.n obtalnjng 
an option 011 this cove!' and can satisfy nrysclf' th·l~ i~ i3 
erfectly ~ood, I 11 be o.ly too ~l~J to adviDa you ro

gn l"ding sarle. 

'" .... , am 



, 

,ir. C. C. He. rt , 
304 Commerce Bldg., 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Hart: 

Jan. 31st, 1944. 

First regarding the 5¢ 47 - Beaver cove~. It is at 
... present in the hands of 'l. r. Lichtenstein to i1hom I sent 

it for an expert opinion as I value h iti :pin1on on 
B •• A. above anyone else. .Just as soon as I hear from 
him I will advise you furthor regarding the cover. 

very shortly I ~ ill have turned over to me quite a nice 
collection of 19th D. S . and if you ,ish you shall have 
a look at the 1847's. 

In this collection is a superb lot of 3t 1851. I mention 
the~e to you for this ~eason. The Oln2r had a large 
accumulation of the 3¢ 1851, both on ~nd off cover. Some 
months ago he turned these allover to me and I weeded 
them out and selected for h~ to kaep, all of the superb 
and fine copies, all of which are noV! off cover. These 
I mounted for him in the smae manner as tho mounting I did 
for I r. ichaels. Ther.e a l'e, as I recall, ~_bOllt 21 pa.ges. 
As these 10uld fit right into your collection, I am 
wondering if you would be i nterested in buying tne lot as 
a whole? 

r. ':nc 61"ely you~s j 
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C . C. HART, A .P. 5 . 13031 

P RES I DE N T 

C . H . WALTERS 
EXPERIENCED PH ILAT ELI C APPRA IS ER 

Stan1ev B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Ave. 
Ft. Thoma.s, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

304 CO M MERCE B UILDIN G 

P HILATE LI C F IN A N C IN G 

February 3, 1944 

RESOURCE S 
$ 250, 000. 00 

Thanks very mucb for yOl1r letter of JAIl arv 31st and I 
will be gl!'l.d to recp;ve the 5¢'47 Beaver cover if it passes Mr. 
L' chtenstein ' q examination. Indeed I would be interested in seeing 
thp 1847 spdion of the loth Century collection :TOU expect to receive 
shortly. I would be especially interested in '47 covers that have 
unusual ostal c~mcelle.tions and markines. 

For the l'3.~t year, I hAve had to neglect the F!.ddi tion and 
mounting of my ~011pction because of outside work wh'ch will also keep 
me busy for another 6 or 8 months. At the present time I would not be 
in+erested in the lot of 3¢ 1851 and I would not v'ant to delay the sale 
of' them by hflving- them forwarded to mp fir!'>t. I have two sons 7 and 10 
years old who are ~etting Quite interested in stamps. The youngest son 
is ~oing to collect airmails and the oldest son is collecting U. S. 
Conunemoratives. PerhBps in workine; wj t.h them, I will again get back 
in the swing on my own collectiop. The other day, V' rginia, saw the 
younger bo ookin through volumes of my stamps although he hpq been 
t.old not to do so. She asked h ' hy he was doinp' it and he said he 
just iked to look at t~em. He seems to heve either a natural or 
acquired interest in stamps and event a1]y will acq, ' rp the love and 
admiration for fi~e item~ which stamp col ectors understand in each 
other but is a m:'stery to an outsider. 

CCB:Em 

'~ 
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r. Herman Wol1enberger , 
1765 East 55th t., 
Chicago, Ills. 

My dear 1.r. \Jollenberger: 

Jan . 26, 1944. 

Your 1847 cover is in the hane.s of' Kr . Alfred L. 
Lichtenstein of Em York City '"horn I consider tho 
foremost aut" ority on B. N. A. otamps on this 
Continent. I have oeen expecting to hear from 
·r. Lichtenstein most every c.ay for a v/eel,: , hence 

delayed :ritlng you, but you can rest assured that 
your cover is in safe hands and that we will obtain 
a report on same from N~ . Lichtenstein n which 
we can placo the fullest confldence. 

I wlll advise you as soon as I hear from Mr . 
Lichtenstein. 

ith kindest regards, 

Cordially yours, 



HERMANN ~ WOLLEN BERGER 



,-

Mr. C. C. Hart) 
304 COn1'nerce Bldg., 
K&nsas City, ~o . 

DenI' P-!r .. :-;n.rt: 

Peb. 9, 1944. 

I (":'l'1 enr;los ing }1eI'evli th tho conbina tion cover - 5;! 184? plus 
:3 ponce C~na.df BCflver used fron ::\ochester, :: . Y. on :ay 1, 
1851. !~r . Lichtonstein ~0tur~Gd the cover to me without 
a positive opi'1lon , no doubt hesitating to commit himsc lf but 
"linthrop Boges ar.l.d sevor' ... l other author1 ties 11a vo Hssured me 
t .la~~ tho c OVGr is IX-)rfoctly genuine. I l~n of this opi:::ion and 
11i1''';o been sinco I first oXPLli::1ed the eover scve:('al years n[';o. 
rrho 0 mor' hur' &ssu:.'ed l!lC that hc knov;s the history cf tho 
item 'md \"-ill guarantee tl;lo cover to bo genuinc . If I did 
not thoX'ouC;hly believo in it I would 1'1ot :"ccof:1.L1ond it to you. 

trhe minorIs ppice is ,1500.00 c.nd in cf,lse you decide to pur
chHse it I Ylould profer that .i0u r::ake cLeek pRyable direct to 
the o\>ucr. 

This cover is so very unusual bnd rare I would npprec i a t e the 
favor if you would "hOVi it to 1~::£' . ~:ichaels. 

The Beaver is on the ~aid Paper. 

I was very much int0rested in your renarks about your t,·-o boys 
and I knm{ that you a re pleased the t both of them are shov:ing 
an Inter~st in stamrs, becau~€ ~t is somcthi~g thnt cannot be 
forced. One !".:flS to have the natur l? l urge . I have a 80n '-ho is 
now 36 years old and all hi8 early life' ,c saw me working at my 
stareps but he novel" displayed the slightest interes t. 

I have a s tnn Jr. ~ho is past 13 ,and he loves anything tha t looks 
like a stamp. He har been interested since he was eight and he 
knows his for ign, far better tLan I ever knev; them at l-:i s age . 
I h"lve nAver encouraged him or tried to have him ta~~e an interes.t 
... ut I take a delight in '1i8 intGrest and hope 1'.e will c~:.?ry on 
of tel" I have passed on. 

;r haven't started to break up the 19th collection as yet but I 
• will remomber you 1hon I get to it. 

Sincerely y our s , 

-~ 



.,~ . -~ 

C . C. HART, A . P. 5 . 13031 

PRESIDENT 

C . H. WALTERS 
EXPERIENCED PHILATELIC APPRAISER 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

304 COMMERCE BUILDING 

PH ILATELI C FINANCING 
RE SO UR CES * 250,000.00 

February 15, 1944 

Received your letter of Feb. 9th enclosing a 
combination 5¢ '47 Cover plus a 3¢ Canada Beaver. It certainly is 
a beautiful cover and naturally I would like to have it but the 
price is too high. I know that prices on this type of merchandise 
have gone up considerably but $1,500 is still a lot of money and I 
guess I will just have to wait. 

I don't recall having seen the cover pictured in 
any auction the last few years but it certainly accurately meets 
the description of a cover which was offered in J. M. Bartels sale 
about a year ago and that lot as I recall, brought slightly over $400. 

I have tried to get in touch with Mr. Michaels but 
he has been out of the office and I am returning the cover without having 
shown it to him because I prefer not to have such a valuable piece in 
my possession without owning it. 

When you get around to breaking up the 19th Century 
collection, I am still interested in seeing that part of it and any 
5¢ or lOt '47's on or off cover. 

Thanks again. 

Sincerely yours. 

C. C • .f!..ART 
CCH:BM 



C. C. HART. A . P. 5 . 13031 

PRESIDENT 

C . H. WALTERS 
EXPERIENCED PHILATELIC APPRAISER 

304 CO MM ERC E BUILDIN G 

PHILATELIC FINANCING 

Ili 

RESOUR C ES 

4} 250, 000.0 0 

December 16, 1943 

Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Enclosed find a '47 cover with two #28's from Quebec, To 
New York. I purchased this in Percy Doane's last sale and the postal 
markings have me puzzled. I took it to Mr. Michaels and he wasn't able 
to figure them out any better than I could. These questions arise in my 
mind concerning the cover: 

Does ll~ in red show t4e prepaid rate to the oorder1 
IN 

If so, why is "paid" Quebec cancellation inked 
out and Qy whom? 

Was blue pen which cancelled stamps and scratched out 
"paid" applied by Canadian or U. S. postal officials? 
If applied by U. S. postmaster, why did he tamper with 
the Canadian cancellation? If applied by the Canadian 
postmaster, why did he tamper with U. S. stamps? 

If prepaid all the way from Quebec to New York, why was 
"Paid"ever penned out? 

Perhaps the solution is simplier than I expect but it 
has me puzzled and I would like to have your opinion on the cover. 

Mr. Michaels was well pleased with the result from the 
sale of his 1851's and oth~r stamps which Kelleher recently sold. He said 
they realized about 25%:t~an he, Dan Kelleher, estimated. ~here were certainly 
some nice items in Itr. Michaels collection and I hope that some of the choicer 
items found their way into other prominent collections. While Mr. Michaels 
is selling many of his stamps, the "stamp bug" is too firmly imbedded to be 
rid of entirely. He tells me that he is filling the blank spaces in his 
boyhood album which stopoed at 1884 and is collecting foreign only at that 
date and previously. Leave it up to Mr. Michaels to do something original 



, 
• 

.. 

collecting. 
in stamp have 

As soon as !OU it. 
concernJ.ng to hear from you 

CCH:BM 

-2-

to l ook a time t the cover, uld like I wo 

rte{#'h your; 71}( ivK 
c. C. HART 



. r . ! aur1cc C . ... ls ~e, 
11 .<W.SOtl Bt ., 

i3rookline, lass • 

. ear our. Blake: 

Doc . 10, 1 45 • 

At .y requo't, cmir 1 Harris at kind enouqh to 
1~hree covers .from hi colloct1on ad esse to 

he f'olloVli!".g it a descX' pt1on: 

( ) A P . L . nddros'" cl to lonollliu !roru Bonton 118 .f'Jl ll 

1852. !..tn plcoc:!, .... ith a rod "BO'TO. 8 JUN 6 eTa . " It 
'flas a roddish bI'O In "p ID" on race ana f.l. 1):'''0 m crayon 115 , " 
;1 • ch, in my opinion, 'Ill s undoubtedly pplied"" Ht ronolull . 

(C) uf£ env lope - ·tn. loss - lettor 1n"1do d ted 
II .ofterly .~ . I . ;::;epte b r tho _5 , 185~ . " Tho e " lopo 1'" .ddros d 
to -'.1' . Js •.. os B • • il) r - B .l"'k ...,. II tel'>.tan, Laha1 a - 3t ndwic .. 
Islnnc • II :rhor is n blnel: eirc 'lar p . m. It ostol"'ly .,EP 17 R. I . II 

.lao El. bll .. ck lip ID! end cl black 'I tI - i'n 10 yOI' left is t black 
pel C11 115 . I .• 

I will pro"b bly ~ke hotoc of the"'o nd if dm r 1 
Ha~r1 h s no objJct1on ill be pI flsed to nd you pr~nts, 
provided th t you 0 Id 11k to have the .• 

I a endoavoring to loc te other covers of the period 
to Hail . 

d.th e rei 

01<11 l1y you ", 



Dec. 21st, 1945. 

Mr . Henry A. r:eyor, 
516 Pead c.t ., 

Evansville , Ind. 

Dear Henry: 

Pleaso note the enclosed. Jessup sent 
me three covors and I iccluded these in the 
comparative table 0:: nine _tCr:l~ belonging to 
\dmirnl Harris, Jcs~up and Blake. It appears 
that .hitney charged lO¢' "ship to shore" pr10r 
to July 1st, 1851 and 5¢ after thnt date. 

It SOe1:19 probable tho. t the ship ca.ptains 
d1d not claim a. 2¢ fee on inwnr d-bound mail. 

~ith Xmas Greetings, 1 am 

Sinceroly yours , 

, 



Origin From 
Date 

Nov. 9,1850 Boston 
Apr.ll,1851 New York 
May 24,1851 Boston 
'~ay 26,1851 New York 

N!ar. 23,1852 Boston 
Apr.23,1852 II 

June 8,1852 II 

Sep.15,1852 ~Yesterly 
R.I. 

May 20,1853 New York 

RECORD OF COVLRS TO HA'·7AII FROJf U. S. 

Prior to July 1, 1851 

Destination 

Honolu11il! 
Lahaina 
Honolulu 
Lahaina 

U.S.Rate 

80 
40 
40 
40 

After Ju1;y: 12 1851 

Honolulu 12 
II 6 
" 6 

Lahaina 6 
Honolulu 6 

H.I.Due 

None 
10 
10 
10 

10 
5 
5 

5 
5 

Owner 

Jessup 
II 

Blake 
~Tessup 

Blake 
II 

Harris 

II 

" 



COV~RS TO HAWAII SUBfITTED BY EDGAR B. JESSUP - Dec. 20, ~945. 

(A) - From Boston Nov. 9, 1850, addressed to Honolulu - Rate 80. 
Unpaid - A F.L.S. (Folded Letter Stampless) - No Postage Due 
markinr.;s. T1arkin[js in red. 

(B) - From New York - Apr. 11, 1851, addressed to Lahaina - Rate 40 
(Encircled 40 in black) - unpaid - a buff envelope - The Postmark 
is the First T;Tpe N.Y. Ocean Mail - in black - H. I. Postaee Due is 
a 1110 11 in red Dencil. 

-~ 

(G) - From New York - May 26, 1851, addressed to Lahaina - Rate 40 
(N.Y. p.m.. with "40" at bottom - in blacle) - unpaid - a buff envelope -
H.I. Postage Due is a 1110" in brown pencil. 

, 
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Major Wm. H. Tapp, 
Clifton House, 
Southside, 
Wimbledon, S.V!l 19, 
Engla.nd . 

My dear Major: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Nov. 6, 1943. 

Your letter of the 10th of September litb photograph, eventually 
arrived, 'out it vms held up 8.t various pohlts beflord it reached 
me. It even had to eo thru the U. S. Customs Office a.t 
Louisville . 

Regarding the Liverpool IIF . n • f! :la:."ki g, I r.oted th~ refere:i.1ce 
to this in Hendy! s book spveral years ahele, made 0. noto of it 
a.nd fully intended to men-cion it :ln .rry [{ ticle on the rtl~eVl York 
§uppleElentary Ma~.!,1f and then I completely forgot -co incIuda it. 

I remember that· Vlhe~ ~ read tho exp1anat 1.on in Hendy's book , 
(pagJ \::.2) -chat the traought occu:cI'ed to no that th, N w York 
Postmas·cer merely copied in l86~,,) a so vicf} that had been in effect 
at Liverpool since lB49. I foel convinced thfl"C Jew York mo}'"'che.nts 
were aware of the "late" Liverpool GGl'vico an persuaded -l:;he 
New York Postmaster to ~naugurate such a 3ervico t~ere, ~hich 
was done on the au·;:;hority of th ?os tma::d;er Ge!ll.;ral. 

I have often wonderod why :3 o:--ton d:ld not atter.lpt ('?) to have a 
similar seN1ic~. 

It would appeal" tnat the .wllglish fee \.'as a shilling regnrd1ess 
of the weight of the letter and that the fee was payable only in 
chas. The fee at lJew York Waf! equal to tho rurlOunt of the r" te. 

I have a. oPY of tl:e Alcock ... HolL~nd Book ut I ca_1not find f2ny 
reference to .... he ifF.H.H." lllUr:{inp; in thai::; book . By any chance 
~id I overlook it? 

I i'Jould great17f apprecicte a copy of 1].111(, Apollo contai!ling your 
article on the first Trans ... tlantic Malln .-fnt. is eonr:!(~ctio:!1 I 
miGht mention that J. or some years pal:1t I have been wOl".Kin~ on quite 

~ a lengthy article on the llTr9.ns - Atlantic Mails 1815-1800. I I may 
cover the decade t;o 1860. Eventually I hope to publish this in 
booklet form. 

For a long time I have been interested in the "Retaliatory Rate ll 

covers of 1848 and wonder if you are familiar 'lith them and have 
any. 



#2. Major 1im. H. Tapp, Nov. 6, 1943. 

The U. S. Congress in the spring of 1848 passed a law making 
a charge of 24¢' for sea postage on all lett rs brought into the 
u. S. from Brita.in, regardless of 'lh~ther c rr:ted in P.ruerican 
or British ships. This was in retaliation of the British P.O. 
ruling of June 1847 which put a similar clillrge on all mail brought 
to t he ~ritish Isles from America.. 

I have a number of covers to the U. S. with this ~etaliatory rate ., 
but I have none from the U:-S . to Engla!ld. 

Our 5¢ and lO~ l8~7 stamps Rre bringing tremendous prices at the 
present ti:m~ and inasmuch as I do not deal i n stamps I fear that it 
'liou ld be ~mposslble for me to Iny Hside any items for you for after 
the war delivery. 

I am enclosing he1~e\7ith two photographs lith r.ty co.:nplir.lents, one 
is a retallatoI'Y rate covel'. You. wil l note that thou _11 the letter 
was prepaid one shilling in G. B. it was rated at Boston a'" "29" 
cents collect, this beine the regular postage ( 5¢') fl"om Boston to 
New l.ork prU'S ~4¢' sea from "'!'ngland to i3oston. 

he other covo!' is the finest "Ne 1 Yo· k S1:'.pplementary f'iail lt cover 
knm'n to mo . It 'las illustrated in my article . 'I'ho tse was from 
New York on O(~t . 1~,_.186!, and the ~tronps £'.1'0 a 5¢ 18 l~, a 
lO~ pe I , {mi -cal.!.e thb II f.ugu.s til or "Premier s n) uno u ;jO~ 1861. 
The rate, 45~ via American Packet to England, ~ith a 24i cr~dit t o 
the Briti3h P. O.D. for transmios ion by "'r:ttish 1-1011 to Rong Kong, 
the u. & . share beinc; the usual 21!L to G. B. (l6¢, sea ~lus 5¢ internal) . 

If' you will rend me an nrtivlo on tIm F' . !t. r. I vJill be on.ly too 
glad to have it publ''Cshod 111 Ol: 0 of ou.r phtlnteJ.ic publj.catJ.o11s . 

Thanking you very much foy.' your- kind lotter, I 8.111 



434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Nov . 6, 1943 • 

• J!' . rrar~y 
2 46th 

• TJ"ndquist " 
( . G., 

N~ • • 

t . nclosod l~tter . P.o rofers to tho British 
il r..) rvice t .... 1 v )rpool roY' ' .eric , 'h!.ch 

. s 0 ta~li£?'1 d in 1849 and ViaS in cer-vice until 1064: . Our 
r . Y. arvico was dO'lb01ess copied from the ritish ir.. 1853 . 

The British service waR called the I • • R. f . " ( loatlng ~ e
ceiving II!!> 09, in )thcr word a receiving o·f"ce a the 
pier a.t Liverpool for illUil up u~i,i1 th time 01' s iling. It 

inaugur.~ted t he r que t o~ 3rltlsh m rchants , the 
nco our e"" Yo~k S rvice wes started at the request 0: 

"orl;: me;!:'ch nts . -

If you hale a copy of the H ndy book you ~111 find sho~t 
descri ti n of the sorvico nd an illustration of the "F . R. H. " 

• m!lrkin<T (p:1 '0 G~~). 

;!hen I ,HlS V'riti t) he 2up .. le.ne te.ry ~:ail ar·t 101e I had it in 
min to fi~ntion tho rittsh G rvice nd to express the opinion 
that our i ow York 3o?,v:t.ce 'las copied from the Liverpool . 

I think there is an accou.nt alE, about this ~ rvice in the 
British book IT e Develop .. ent of th9 . utes of postaee I by umith. 

I doubt ~f rican collector are a,are o~ the British Servo. 
Perhaps you c~~ld rite ~li~e a nico 1 ltlJ dditori 1 on thi~ 
subject · ~s l think it would be too short for a speoIal art· cle . 
Major Tapp . ont me a photog:..~aph ut it shows only the face of 
a cover with a British shilling sta.:. ... p add.r'e s d to o..,ton . '1' he 
"F . R. H. II mo.rkmg s doubtless 011 the !leveraGe 

I am Vlonder5.ng if Gen.-don Harnor io familial." with the marking or 
has any covers showing it. t would be nice to illustr to a 
cover '.11th tho marking but if .le cannot locate one,:' ill ma ~e 
you a traCing, if you wish, from the one in the Hendy book. 

"ith best regards, 
Yours etc., 



-. 

-±lear }I1r Ashoro k . 

CLIFTON HOUSE, 

SOUTHSIDE, 

WIMBLEDON , S.W .19. 

Dec. 20.194)" 

I uly receive your letter .or Nov:.6tfl.& 1 am won 'erin i . Br okmm 
h · " every_ shew y u the photor:;"Taphs f a c uJ:le of c vers I I-Ui..ve sent.;~"fr .NY. 

to Camp Aonree eutsi e B~ltim re!fr nke ~th with the )c 1861 & the lc 
lue,as carrier, IDY Pamela, the Qwghter if Lt. \. A( Ll611lStuS) Gi s n of the 

22Rgt of NY-~M to her father,then of that rank later,Lt ~ Ca~t t aif
-ferent war a re~ses;I-rincipally Harpers Ferry. 

The )c st~ is in each case the lower stamp 6: is cance.1le ' respect
-ively with the New Y rk .uble circle June . 7.« July.I'.~ from a notation 
on the reverse si e 1861: a ove the )c st~ in each case is the Ic with th 
l ... r oe f ur cj.rcle tar 6et- th are in the same lack ink aj>~ear to have 
be.en ctUlcelle itt N.Y.at ne 6<: the same time. 

If that is so they efinitely pr~ve y ur contention that the carrier 
fee ceul be ~ai - in a vance at the office of _esp~tch. 

You however will be aale,at a 6lance,t eci e wrlther this t~bet is 
attri ute to ~IT or Balti ore . 

I particularly fiske Br kman t. let you see these!! ~ I have n~arly 
tw . ozens cevers from & to this man, ne as early as July.28.1854,when 
he was w rkin- for lJUj A Sale & Co &: one June.5 • .!.865 within - ill IS 
.1' Peace a aresse t. him at the sa.'!le adc.ress .x: firm in NY!: A Wlne 
site better. em .~lisaLi n rganisavion tnan we have in this Country! 

~.~0Y c vers written y him bear the regimental crest; I shall Lry t 
-~e~ a really re~resentative colln of this man's covers together. 

When I w~s trainin at S<mdhurst in 190I ur milit$ll'y history lectures 
were all about Lee,Stonewall Jacks n,Grant & McClell~n,s it is j~st like 
uoin ack t my eyh d ays this little study of Americ~~ hist ry an 

eceraphy & ~t~wfs I have set myself . 

Naw regar-in~ the Supplementary Mail 1 am quite certain Bost n i have 
an arrange ent of s me sort for acceptint; late mail f r shippinb:Bx~ctly 
h~t. it was I au n t rrepare t say at the m ment.. tut I a.:n Vi rkino en it! 

Ma..y e there was breat ri v~lry between the t.\' }:.rts-in fact in the 
perio" 1840/60 I ex~ect a Great ill~ny ~.re trans-atlantic steamers ma e 
Boston their pert of call in preference t NY! ~ r n~ thin~ it was a 
sh rter & cortainly less haz6X .us v ya~e in t..hose days Of in ifferent 
n .. viGat i nal marks, 1 i ghts ,& siGnals. 

sin~le 
Y~u are certainly ri~ht the En lish F.R.H.fee w&s eq~~l t tne trans

-atlantic fee ,& n t acc r in6 t w~iLht,that i~ as far s my e servatioI1 
or c ,) vers goes,but as it w __ s a casn l "ee ill is ' itficult to be positive . 

No I not think the Ale ok-Hollan Bo k has ~~ reference to 
th~ F~ . Yes certainly I will see th t yeu bet a copy of this ill nth's 
Apollo. 

, 

Now ret:;ar inb the Retrl';~t r yRate- T 18/49 I har-ren t nave a c uple sent 
from the USA I alI! sell in.; you ~ ph t e,raph af them un er separa.te c ver. 
use them c..S you please of course . 

r :my th ..nks in 'ee for the tw . hot graphs-curi::>usly 1 have two covers 
ne in 1864 L Lyon per SS Ara~ia franke with )Oc . 10c.& 5e 1861(tri~le?) 



w,,11/r1J 
oc tn~ ether \~h alse in lS64 franke with a p .... ir ef 24c _~ 5ct-via ! ar
-seilles to- Hone Ken.?;-unf rLunately there is nv l~tter s that 1 am n t 
positive from what place in USA it was 3ent, ut all three st~~s have a 
very larGe grid. cancellatien ceuJplete circel with f ur bars which le k 
f r all the w rl like a D & D reverse ' - ut I alse sent 3r. kman a ph.~ 
.,f this as lng hilll il' he knew the cancell.lItti n c.: so f~ I have n t even 
helU' thw.t the parcel 81' pn t s arr ... ve safely . @ 
. 1n ~his case h wever the p rt f espatch was certainly . ew Y rk f r 
tyine;; tw of the stamps t c ver is the larbe re circ~e"N ~ rk Br Pli.t4r 
Jun .I 5 . 64 . PAID" alse"Len en-CU- Ju.27.64 . f'AID"-then en reverse in creen 
"Heng h..nc: Aug . 1S . IS64" &: bevween the NY & Lon en :n~·ksIt40"script . 

There is also the ,(l~k ~~f-~e-~e-l'tttln·suff.y stii1Ilpe u L tnere is 
J via Marseilles," ~ 

ne ~ue stamp & I t~ke it theref re that the rate was f un ~ rrect ~th ugh 
there was .,n extr~ 6 charge f.,r ships which calle " at i\"arseilles accer 'ing 
to Hencay . , 

I take it -h! wever that. tnere was :-reci ti n in U3A currency at -thi 
1 ~te ate in the -fvar, which UJA i net rec gnis.e whilst hestili~ies were . 
still IDeint, .'Vage', wnereas the C untries eu.tsiue di & certainly ..... e.li:illv.e' , 
its rec~ miti n in It}65 c:X ls66,¥.cc Jr ing t rec r.as. on c vers I hii,ve. 

These tw are- n t ~isimillar to y urs to H nc?; K n~ IY the wfiY is tne 
TY.1-e _ I. Supv'( al~/ay.s in re 'n I have an :D<...ea tn .. t I na ve .seen it here at 
Aucti n s~ver~ tiwes in a ratner liGht lue! 

rw~ cevers ·bearing it in reu were recently SOl here with a ozen 
othel\. miscell·ane~us nes for Z6-IO,-U . I believe ti.acher b\)u6ht thero. 

, 
I Then I have another cover with com' ination st-.mps t 45 cts ~st 

France with the curi us re ' cancellati n"!, .YJH .F \ID·36-" .29( 18(y. Which 
I aw una le t C.l.ecipher e,xceft that f ·Jssi ly it was tri.f:,}e'rate 3 x Jcts 
InterD&l USA p s~abe with 24ctS(f.ssiol~ 2)cts)reserve f.r Britisn . PO . 
Which may have been eq-livlil.lent te 36 U;:>A currency at Ln .. t time'!,?? 

,Vhat I require really ba ly is the tw velumes of yeur w rk n the Ic 
IS51 & .if you can . tain them fer ·me yeu can o.raw on Broek~, who has· iii. 
small balance U0A currency which 1 sent him 3 me m nths age . 

I 

I cannet quite Gl.bTee your u.efinition f the Iostabe t H niS K n r""l" fer 
the B itish shiplJin fee te Liverp.el was nly 16c plus Jc British PO ~ 
(16c t CunaI' Ce) 6: ~he !JSA internal 3c rlus 2c 5h re te shir-erg. the 
24c &: script 1/-, wnicn ll!aves the D~ance f 210 :r~a.le f r the fee.:> ~f 
the I ' & 0 or In i~ S .N. wnichever c~rie the letter on fram 3euth~npt n 
te Hong Ken ·. (.suPf-lementary fee in ca~ of c.urse also 45c) . Hvw es 
thllLt appl!~ t. y ur much ID8re ec..ucate r.; :1ilatetic Llin ' than mine?? '??'? 

,I 

I c uld alse 0 with any •• k which eals s ' lely with U3 internal« 
external shil-ping rates ! At the , m ment I am l.;wenta ly sQort f"):f any real I 

'knowle be of the p stal u,fsreements mil. e between the USA & European or ther: 
C untries &: au. Duil ing up my knewle "ge solely by examinin tne rates en 
all covers effere at auction & ce~yin6 them inte ante beok w~th pages 
allecated to all the Ceuntries separately . . 

Yeu see s m~lY of these covers are out ef ~ fin~lci~ reach ut 
I wctul m st certainly like te epen up a philatetic br~nch to my usiness 
in the USA pest war-altheu h rrw general .usiness has nC)thing wh~ts ever te 

0' with stamps 6c my interests therein- are pur'ely th se "f the cellecter . 
But 1 already finn,after .nl~ two years stuGy,that .i Kn w a g~ ueal 

more ab ut USA covers , etc than !Il st ef ur Auctieneers er Traders JllI~J(J(!{ 



I hear the fellewing ... ks are well werth while Mannel t1W-ln' s "'l'ne 
French Pestal Markings en U:::>A letters-1847/57"fr. the eric n rhil te 
de "Genesis or the Reoistrati n SYwte "alse . Ph. ;y.I934.1 .elieve) 

( J) 
ist. 

If yeu c ul' als ~et me these & ra en Br . I s ul e s 
e'libe ,as He has een tr.le 'euce ef a ti e has enly se.t e Billi IS .1 
-.~t)eks Ivhich are quite unsuit~ Ie t. e purpese ,as y u will realise. 

Vfish new I ha entr..lste roy ,I:'urc!" .. des te yeur ere th reu[;.h knewle c.e 
G<: i eas reuiil' in . what ene sheul' have as a th r uc)l stu ent. 

As a matter er fact the l.hetegraphs . ere es .Jatche t yeu, vi Air: il 
yester ay 0: ~s cash is alwliYs sh rt Xmas ti e I ~ entru.,tin..:. this t the 
e1' 'in4U'Y sea reute & wish it well, as I d. yeu & all It ether An eric n 
frien~s at this rather criti0al j~cture ef tne w'r. 

Y Llrs si,ncerel;l, 
-/}/~ft-l}-

~. 



.. 

llujor m. H. Tapp . 
Clifton House , 
scuthside 
\/'imbledon S . ,l . 1-, 
Tm'land. 

l~y dear Major : 

434 ~o th Grand A e . , 
Fort Thol a , Ky. 

Jan . 12 , 1944. 

I am ~od&y in ro~elpt of an air mall from lallsee Re ton 
Ltd of London, enclosing a P ocoBraph of tVIO "Retaliatory 
Rate ll cov~rs from the U. S. to London. I assume I run 
i ndebted to you for this kindness and I ulish to thank you 
very much for same . If perc ance the photos 'Ier's sen't:; to 
me by Dr . Bacher will you be so kind as to lnrorm hill1 
that they yere received in fine ~nape . 

Incidentally he Ie cer a pos ,mar ed r~L~o~n~Q~o~n~~~~~~~~ 
so here rculls is n ~ much advantage in using 

On both of ti]ese l0\ters double posta e as ch rged. b t 
lS.29¢' '.!as paid in the U . • ane a s iIling we s collected'· t 
London . The U. S . of 29~ ~ti:? 5tt internal plus :?4~ sea. 
Doubtles~ both covel'S lere carried b Cur..ard ships but in 
retaliation , the U . S . churged the "sea ost;t1ge" regardless 
of whether c~('ried by American or rJ.tish packets . Tl is ~as 
in retal i ation for the B:f.>itish Post 0 ... fice order of J\lOe 1847 
which estn lishee th p.eceden . 

Incillentally you euld d me a f vor if you 0 ld tell Dr. 
Bacher that I ' .. auld like to aCquii'e several covers like 
those in the photographs . Ihat is, with 'he II ? a:.t. -. 29 11 and 

~. dated. bet een July 1 , 1 ':'8 ec . 15, 1 48 . 

Sillcerel., you- s, 



CLIFTON HOUSE, 

SOUTHSIDE, 

WIMBLEDON, S.W .19. 

n . 22.I944. 
Dear Mr Ash.ro k . 

Yeur Article in"~t ps"ef Nov . 13th.ult , p ~le t as l.1 
m st interestin~ lot-e ~ 

Fl .. . 6 . C:u-rier to P . O. l h'~ ve .fL.'1Y y n M yo sh 
receive' S~~ of the ph to~rQphs : I t _ ther ~ e ixt n 
c v rs fr III th c rr sp n nc f C .tJt . ~Ulli~. . ~stus ::}-i.son ~ 

I h.v him servin with Willi' J.le ~ C. as early _ I 56-tw 
shewin - his retclrn t;a that Fir in N. r . :litn.i.n f t. ar i-
-stic in 1865-the thers runnin~ thr J~ his ~ B~tim re , 
Ca...;p .11 nr e , Harr-ers Ferry,Bulls Run.etc . 

What is kn lhl t.."b ut this chap y ur si 60.: why his c rr S Jon eo.c 
ver here Y 

Fi • • 7 . voo st ck is on the st Johns .... iver a. ut 15 i1 s u ,ee~st of 
Houlten .Me . & at the ate 1870 th-re wa~,l eli V," ::. rt of"F rry R'te" 
li,cr ss t:1 r ntier of 2cts . 

Fi .. . B. lne 2c Bl4i.ck J ck is a ~rop Carrier Ra'Le still clS in ~incinnati~ 
I have c vers usin. this R~t fr m Phila.elphi .. l~~~ in 186/ . 

Fi .9 . 13 tw_en th y_al.'S 1851/)5 t.h P slJ ..... l r.ates st v n U.).VHf)n .. Kon. 
r C, ina was 5cts U ....... \ Int rn6.l .::c 380ts r serv t 3B fer v ri us tr .. n sit 
shil)r-in .. " ... rvic s-actually th 40ct !'e~ervation shoul. ly have ' n 

used a~ainst a posta of ~3cts-.,ner~1~y via M IS il~ s • 
. s far as I c n ju .. D at tne rnot :ra.t-h th tn 40 th FHI 

15::;>0 circular cancellation ar written l.n t he wr n ... ty}: ink . 

er the I2cts W,ul -It u care t .L't;t;ist r th Ir_print COfeY 1 n v 
Sc tt . 5I. ' En.r~,v~rs . Phil . New York" 50.R.I . ?'? 

Als a Id70 Bank N,t Nete , 6c.with th r 
I ratr1er treasure this . Veull y u c nsi er £10 a r 
An it?'t? 

. A1L".n cov r 
va::'u_ t put 

Alj . h riz nta l pair-mint.5c 185l-.rilliant n raJ. c n iti n ut 
c~t . littl c1 se at the tt m. 

'Veul it ee pos3i' Ie f r me to c em.f;il", philat tic ... rticl f er th 
USA press,stressin~ the necessity ef th cl sest pelitical usiness r -
-lations etween u;:>,I' st war: S"y on'lr ...... '1s _tlwtic _~kin s or s c thin 

f th sort- tall ... vents intr UGH.'; tH-:e cs. en leve er ud ... Sea v;: its 
Shippina· 

1 .ten w n n f y ~mr PUDlishers & ;:>h ul c~rt .. l nly re uir an 
.i.ntr uctien . 

Yeu h .... v oen extr t .. eJ.Y kin i!lssist· c me in my ... cleati!l I 
h ~ sh rtly to r c lVln~ a c~~~ I ysur ~e k n the Ie 1851-11' yeu 
c tm t - tain a CeiW v .... ry likely Mr Eich will ' . le tv v in ene t 
Oi. s' le in :NY . I hU}Je s • . 

If I cw -R3sist Y u with ~11Y further ph t r r .. s I will s wh.t 1 
9iill run t , in t.:le ~'JeantL;J~ -lse J you recel v fr..,rIl me as y e u wish . 

My - ~y3 ~r int re~ue ' in tn llies Fl • i3S~_ SJ ~ iease fr~nK 
any c orr s.[ on .. no t r.1e with. t_h~Lt'.l:).articul&Xly tr..e l"n t r .... nes . 

Y urs sincer lJ·f.V~~~1· 



( 

De~r Mr . sh ro.k . 
My ~tie e A 1 in- .. ltI. the Trans-Atlantic shi.t-r in 

its ..I1_e~ro;nct:: in The Apollo y u sh ul. , recei yin :i 
!'r ropose hew vel' ,1so t sena you it SCll ar~t '''l~UJ.l . 

Tne ..: 1.t I' of the AIJo1lo io..> lin extre elY ifficul t ~har is nOL at-all 
in f~vour of r:nilat Lie 4i.rtieles , olt I h v Iointe out that tnes will 
rec ... 1. ve a Llcn wi er a:n,r ciation in W...)A , ~. I tr.erefer n r he i...Y t 
soa s1.e9i.-.l OJ' ers f r t.~lS la~t artic1e . 

I sh ul. like t u PI' uc tn next on .. "tirely on th S . 11s . I w~t te 
ask you few que~tion ~ ~- "I' in~ the . ~~ . p reI' writt n y yeu L~4I . 

Fi .. . :3 . Th letter WeilS rr D~ ly net cane .l.1e [.ri a1'ily in '. Y. ~t-all f 
Tl'1ere is n canc ll .. tion" IV AL.Lo" 
No in ie •. ti n wh ts ..:Y ... I.I! • • t H. ev-r went V1... B 1= rt-The 
FrencQ ree i vinr.J' ark is Et Unis Serv AM C( ... 1 .. 1.;:;) n thin ~.t-
-all ' •• ut "Serv _~M Br etc': 
At Lh m ~nt then I ~~ n t in acc I' vith y ur re in of 
the ~&at~l r serv ~i n ~ servic -s~rely it a~,ul.. ge ~I'ans
tl ~tie shi~~in~ fe-)c reserve Fr . ~ . ~ . D . :3c USA itt. ?1 

~i • , . ro the left f the ~ n n at k tl are ~~ears t. ~ "N w 
York circular C Deellati nC' Ith u."h Y u ,j4iY thor is n t) ~S 
not t~e re fen 11 n tati n I ok I I' lik L~e fi 16 tl"n i9?? 

F'ilZ . IiI • .'~L~t is the sl nific~nce of tne"F. II) AlL , se I s¢ner.l1y t e 
:r:r , sent when the .3 .!L 1s fils. ' i' ty starl.-,s , ut not inv. ria'oly 
se . 

I h:...ve iffi\.!ul ty a..ain in f the f s : 
rv~ have the"lAID AIJ.1.J''!'y ark th·-t thIs 
in ic t .tbiilt th~ uM f ha y ;3taml-,S-.Lll l' i..:. n 
in ic ti n . Q.tw ver t.l t tt.i 'iv'S ver,', .:. ht 1 tt ... r ! un-
-less it apl" rs t y. Ll , .:3' such , on in3re I.>i n f size :.t- s., 1 
... arks en the revers . 

The 1 t.ter un eu te ly tr V .. 1 v-a Liv r .el-where then 
the reserv.,ti n for GB . ... -OD·t? I re2. .... it th ~.t the I' .G. 1 ... ;i.nllS0rint 
six mi .. ht r fer to ~. VI i .. ht of bAr ~uues J wtli,un er 11 oz , r"" 
if itjin eed ref~rs t a f 1'eserv ti n it mu.st be J. GB & ) 
J:tTencn . rO . ( u.nless you kn w t.h .... t France f1 ,; this GB tI'.wsit 
fee ir .... ct?) 

I h' 'Ie a very curi us l)air ef cavers fr l' ... cific Mills-L' wrance-N1S
the fil'st "SHORT ... '\IJ"fr-ank.. wit.,h« sin 1: 24ct R -Lil c , ... nnot~t.e 
"JI v ¥2 .z"man'...lscri1t-via BOSTUN BR 1-}(,"f v J ~:.., lor. 01 :..: .~.ti1ch.ster . 
~h~-~~ at~ v t . 10 . l~o/. 
the ~e n .. .at .. Oct . ~ . It;6)-s - t , I.!.!.BO.3TON :AM:f f : OC1':2) : J lAlD" 
usual L.1il • • p Ci: ... nch st,I' ..xr:t 'val cance~14iit1.n( a;:..: I' ... ntlyt he BI' Pkt 
w nt t Liverp IJ 'vhilst t:!e ArI. fkt wcnt to L n n) 

~. So f r "eth c, v rs are ntirely in ;;i.CC r .. ,it" t~'1 0 F.. .. uI< ti ns 
lut this s c n c ver has s t.e an it in lQI' type &: in .. ;, .rick 
I' ~ colour FAID 

~4 

're LqJimina. to re can .. ~ n eth r eoneeiv'.l expLw .. ti n f r this 
xtra rr.arkir!.. lJher t~ n th t it in ie.t" th~t a SUf.:>le .. , Dl.ary f"e ha 
een pai '-etherwi.j why t~e ar~ iit-~ll, ~~ in ... _~ha,t t?e o~ve:r: ,l;lt lr_~dy 

aeon eerr atly .::it4i~ p ? 1nere 1.S ne 5 .. 0 ... 1 .. ~I1J .her J usee .: : . . on th ... 
D. you .. ree? ·!' If s I sll ul inclue 1.t 1.0 . Y n xt art1.1.. • 



New w ul e! YfJU 6: Dr Ba c c}{ sen [If' the I h et . r af h fro whtch yeur FIC'-.J. 
c either Fl., IJ . r 12 wa s C alf. s ~ ::; td';lt I ~i .. nt inclu e illLlBtr .ti n3 
frem the~,with t t~ rr.re~ ~akn wle ~e ents . r c.urseY?YY?? 

~ If I COin .1 ~r:::;uaue The Ap~ll. 1 sh~.ll cert~ inly • s.,1' r .. L- .. ll ~vents 
they 0 ~et re ... lJ,y ~~ ~ .. edt t:iI or I wher~"s ., 8 YGU s~~e tne .., .n~r .lly is::jues t . 
the rur.tlj c ~ire r .lf 1 yl ete'ri r · tin , ~8 tne ,- in1stri ,s w st, r ... re:! 

.~iil1 y u p_l e' se fr ;;:.11N y ur r~i ly witJh"Al1ies F'lCi:;; s t ~ ':-3·' ... S tn-:J CIIJ'e v ry 
J'.or:lll:u' in ~~ . ver L1~r e , .1 th o Ll h t~lere is n. in Ai c~ Li 11. tn4it th .. t is s. 

• I 
in Lne .I.#:~ler S l-l'ioe s-l t i [5 jJ.Jt 11., ' d H~ inlic ~t i n t ~ ur v,ry ..,,1 W I .v-
-in! .. ..;: Llnent.,Je rr~risin,,; fO tnott -;I t- ~Ll. ~v _n L;;; tl1<': t.n~liGn r li(} _~ I_r~ci te 
tne f at t n •. t tne li.3,-;' orvl l .is' . th ~n t ~r.;.r iGin:; 'S: c,;rl.::)tJrl~'!tiveo 

, ~T")W ;-1· 3~ J. ' 'v mt lit'Gl~;;., vice f't (. YISlu-l t1 ... ve .. er.er 1 19th c ntu!',j' 
(J,jA c~IL1 w th nil HIt .. :2,)0 ) ~Ni tJh n~ ... rly ~ ll t ne st " r s .;.t:. tYI,e ::· ... 'Ch.) t~ 1) 
reYJre3~ nLeu ;/ .-H, Ie' 3t ,ne ,~, v _r-1 (; ul ~ sel l tJl if I} Vel" 3t4~ I.JS ,,-.slly 
f r ~:I6(h),/:,)Jt it. .I."S".i .ii.:.':' t , .", vtl t <01 p:'61er1y wr~tten '1'; llecti 11. 
Il,;:' t.his .J<",rt, l1 tn ,sin ,,)e J,c ... C(~ __ L_ti.~nv, ~ ,..i.f'd, l}ol<..3 ,::>url , ti, 1'f c.v ~r,iIil1J. 

C fltl ' wed.. ~.Y th" r ..)l.l~0L.Lvc: C1)veI'3 , wt ll in 1.,'1 . _I. n rU.n 1 utcn .. uh.H,m hi ·ner 
vLw" tn~n I')ne C .'1fln:, l.. e ltirely t ,~y I ,ES. 

'I'rLIt,h i :; :Jil i t I 1 'If; t nt't l'eJI~,,'J'(;n v 1'k tt: ;1 1. t c vers-the . rf! t 
e'tllc:..ti in :;;l.l,ni;.:; t. r.i.c"l Jc '! ,r ,nic;,l; inn~r ,n t t ; .. II' ,reI' ,H1J.el'st.nuin 

f t.neka .:c ·n.i1.3t I CJul', nloiikc ~. very .::ill ~t · nl i ·o(J. i)1' fit y 4L.;i "; 51n ... ft.£' 
t.ne 'i:'f ~fjv:~r 1847 &. 1 b)1 i..,:;t ... es Vl t I ii:\ie!,I fc.I'lf'"'r t c"u:·ry ... n Ni t..h 
t; ~h s LIl:.it '/ c l.d 1 w~ in ot , j . all w .. y ilec .],. ,f 1'~ .. 1 n •• "i .. n.l iatI. rL nce I 
~lthf'au .... h t he Le.J~ L. ~i :18 t " ,)el1 .. re l·l. ... t G . G .1l1'.1· .... tJ..V ... y 1 r .. 1.n . 

,'hottt ,\' ul". Y JUr ' ,- vice be?? " ill t l ":se" ... rly .i.v;:>,h,,J l ... :~e · V .. 1LlC } ,Ju l.-v/';r'? 
pe.r.8':n·11y 1 t.r...~nl rl lt, .i'U ~;J;e l·.r..:~ _,\., ' ~;~.il'e.11 l.Ld'~lJO::'"l infl ... ti n wlll 'De 

t . t i' ., . I I I 
e ;~sen ... 1?.L .~ OJ I!r "1.n _~ ... t.J U·,.)l. Gne 1. ,t,-- ". I .~ l·~, ••• . 

but 1. 'V UJ . .. li l~", t " U;:l 'i e J'''UI' vL_',/G ~~ : .. ,/ t tl~ WfIJ:j ,J. Br h. ,.11 evu' let 
y tt U

V 

3e-.: L!1 J i1 .... t.. rO<\} ns l ' G~rlt t1tr:c?·!,~ , 
• 

Ther~ is c .. rY f ,y .. ur 1 8).L.lc . 1l k 0 ;;... i 1 ur t ,.~, .. C t,l n (l" . .;;: t Jll nth 
.!i~ 1 Ghlill uy ito 

If you c ns'i",,~r "i.t-~ll t '-l<o(t '1.1;1 }.I.l'l t: ... l r ~l1est! !3rLicl~s 11. 1 nl1~teti 
sU ';J ,ets \ n ' Ih! J\[ ;11.0 ..... ,J ,,11 s L t,h .. llk;, lAli.L"Le1.L.~lt~ i,j ·t. rtiw f r w':l.iIl~ 
s ,ri:'! G( ;)Dt'; oIZ:~ n) ~ ;v"rd ;~ r -,.;4 ;'y'~..l t, 0 t'ok fi\.i t, j' 'N u::" h~ll) :;. 1 t. 

, " '/' 1 1 '- T' , Iv 1 l' ,;1 , e nn,ln ... :~ -, 5 :1 ., . ... " 
' '[11 Len 'r' 3~::; 

j\" m C f3:.ey 
11.<':.1' N~rwicn 

l\;~ l'f tllk 



"Rosslyn" ~ugustus Ro 'l'el( Putney. 6834) A. ril. 3 .1944. 
W. H. T APP & co., LTD., Continuation Sheet No .................. ,. 

Dear Mr Ashbrook. 
YoY:t.: .,. l,~<~.~,,~.r of Jan.12th B.!' rived quite s fely,but just as I 1; as sitting down 

to~ answ~r ", lt1 early hours of Feb.19th.a IOOOlb.HE bomb fell & exploded just 
outside the drive into my pI ceo 

The house next door collapsed ~ two peo~~e were kill~d-I as wok n up by 
the sou:ldof gunf ire & then noticed the flares dro pin'" around & w s just con

-isderin~ gett.ing up) when it harpened-We were so close we did not ["Jear the ex-
-plosion. I was stunned by someting hitting me a crack on the head but tecovere 

almost immediately & hearin my elder son, who h ppen~d bo be visitin us for 
that night ony ;fighting his way out of his room,! called out to him to get his 
mother & nannie safely out of the ho~se & t hen to come back & rele~e me) 5 I 
was pinned into my bed . . 

I waited & waited, t hen b,eard f00t 'steps ov~rhead & water rushing abOLlll "" 
t.hought ;>erhaps the'tank h d burst)but su denly my boy arrived & s id"~e have 
got the fire out above you" .l. 1 e;.liJ.ed" I am d$::ned CL d to did ' nt te l l me about 
t::.at bef"'r-"& now" 'Ih""t 1>3 riYln~{lu U! t v bea'" Oh only cour-Ie of d.:ors
the tor ~~ your wardrobe) a 1 ict..1re & mas t of the ceilin~" b-.lt we'll soon ,:et 
you free & so he did,& we fought our way out from t he tl:..ck of the hOllse &: 
r')und by tjhe garden gates to the front urive-All lignts had gone eX we stumbled 
about a lot &: then suddenly an ambulance drew up eX shouted"A.ll alive th~re cc 
out If'? We ass'.lred them uc then seeing l4.Y boys fac~st.De8llling o.1ood wnisked him aw 
:sc 1 was 1 eft on myown. ' 

r stag,=ered across to w~ere the next <loor house , l e .1 been uc aSKed the Rescu 
SquadS whether 1 could be of any use trying to dig my lriends out, but J. am in 
any case a J.()Od disability from the GW ~ s t.here wffs just a mass of piled bri 
work 6c: r ifbble J. was firmly taken to th nearest A.hl-'. 'r hat also had J.ost its 
doors (); windows! 1 was given a hot drink,wrappea up in an armchair ln a pas-

-sage 6c althougn l.t was damned cola wanageu to dose oft' atter about ~2 nour. 
Vvoke again witn a star~ at, )am to I·lna. <ill AAl waruen offering rue anotner 

arlnk ex: so until /8Jil .l slept fitfUlly : 'lhen on waking J.. started waking enquir
-ies as to tne wner abouts of lllf wlfe,son Oc nannie 0:. about J.Uam two days aft.er-
-waras we touna one anotHer all making the V si -:n to o\}r house for having stood 

up sufficiently to enable us to crawl out,but what a ghastly shambles it had 
made of the place: indescribable confusion &: ever¥ single .room wrecked. 

__ Of_ the 66 windowsjnot a .3inJle bl ckollt;-blind or c _~rtain remained-tne 
entrance pillars of brick ~ cement of about 4ft sectl.on ~ 7ft height had been 
thrown,bodily,one into the drawing,the ~ther into the dining room,most of the 
front had tOJJpled forward- j/Sin steel lCi scrolled doorouts:ide the entrance 
lobby had disappeared & only strips of it have been found-e very door inside th 
house was torn from its hinges & cert inly row fine oak panellinu,6c floors had 
held the house Goe-ether a lot,for in the dra.wing room,completely panelled,tne 
frJnt wall 6c one inner wall h u crashed 6c yet the panelling stood,more or less 
intact. 

1 have l eot almost my entire colln 01" cerwnics, a.ll curtains, all household 
glas3"chin lX: crci>ckery,half m.Y furnitur~J bllt most of my books & U .e whole of 
nw USA stamr colIn is intact. 

For three days we lived in out niGht attire,with coats lent, us,seeking food 
from triends or illobile canteens ,t,hen John returned to Ca'Tlbridge-the Jther boy 
was at Chel~enham-my wife)nannie & I found two ~iserable rooms within a dista~ 
that I coul mana~e at rublic-house wnere tney prcceedeu to rob us good ana 
}lroper-tnen carne a stroke of luck a .lady frIend, witn her nusba":(ld serving, anU. 
witn three young KidC1..L.eS J Wanted to vacate in a hurry de 1 took o"er on a wonthl 
tena-Dcy of a small, but comfortable little house)wltnln two miles of our~ . , 

Tnen the raads sta.rt.ed again eX rrw wtfe Just couLl. not stan<:t up to l.t . ~n 
1 have sent ner off to Cneltennam to be with tne younger boy ,wrll.ls~ .1 am still 
clearin~ un tne mess at C.ri. . t ~ 

~ ~ home l'S as nothIng tu tne l.uwenSe anxle y But believe me the lOSS of my 



I suffer living in somebodyel5es Bouse at ;£ fllonths beck oe call: 1 have my bus 
-;jmess .to look- after &: :for 'a whole fortnim; ti could j nt Let near- It: If .I. seek 
to rent a furnished. house .I. can only get one riO.t in tne d.anger zone & even 
if J.. haa the money to spend the prices aSKed for unfurnished places in a safe 
zon re right in the skies &: 'vnether or no CH is a"Total Loss" t.'1e G')vernment 
will not I/roviue you wlth a penny l;~ece to cet a new h'ome) or advance a3 ..... inst 
tne loss of your home ,ntil some ~~pecified date rpost ar!' . 

Of coyrs they have not got the labour to re~air b dly desecrated houses , 
but they could flnd a Dart of the monej : immediately, at all ~vents to enable 
one to seek a new home 6;: for an ex-officer with a 1001 disability from wounds 
received. in tne GlI to be left in such an unholy predicament appears. to me to 
be all wncng de believe me I am still ratriotic to the core . ".~ 

After all £4000 is not a lot of money & CH will cost good dea... .:0 re than 
tnat to rebuild-infact 1 d'ont believe it ts rossible-then my compensation fo: 
"TotaB:~loss"?'Vculd be about £7/80GO! but the smaller fieure .-ould enable one 
to get settled somewhere in the meantime ~ provide a' ter:lporary horne to which I 

my wife coul·:., return,& the two boys for their vacations. 
It is a rotten return for ~ne 's ~eervice & I did nearly 17 years as a 

regular officer . 
All the. officials , &: tl1ere are swarms of them , are either overworked or 

youn3'sGers entirely inefficient & dilatory. 
Of course if trnngs like this happened in the USA your Guvernment ' ould 

take a more enli~hteneJ. v5,ew of the citizens difficulti~s &; bein~ a vast co~n 
-try al ternati ve accomodo.tion could easily be founJ-ne.n .. it is a far Greatel' 
!-'l"UU.l.ew . 

hOW to if urov'ln queries it was of course I & not r;acher who sent you the 
photot,Taphs--he knOW;3 nothing 8,t~all fbout starnpless covers & does not even a.e 
':"0 t.hem-t ley are howe 'rer , becominG remarkable scarce over her ,uut .1;. I no run 
into any more I will nost certainly procure them for you . 

In the meantime 'nhat do you value my pair, or one of tnem at?? 6c of cours 
~se the photos as the basls of h~Y illustrations you nay require . 

1 'presume you &,ot my letLcr asklng for 'permlssion to reprod',we tvtO of 
- tIle .:>M illusLrations,from your Stamp S ecialist artL::ie 6c 1 shall rresume,if 

I illay) that you will ~Tant iue this qUid pro quo permission unless I hear from
you in the near future . 

Further Lllustrations ot ...; .-.h t items will onl~r tend to enhance thert 'alue 
of tr t I aL ~uite certain . 

rtll Mr Ashbrook put up a little prayer for me in mw ~~~ 
lon..L..L.le s distress &: thank you for all your kindness & assist nce. 

Yours sincerely 

-W~.Jr111--------

, ' 



'r erriporary ad.dre S5 IIR<2.ss1yn itA ugustus Rdlad- Vimbl edon.,,)W. 19. Tel( Putney. 68)4) 
May. 28. I944 . 

..,10 ...... · Dear Mr AshbroDk. CLIFTON HOUSE. 

",.]:P~ I have not received a reply yet from SOUTHSIDE, 

~,~'<i you to my letter dated April.)rd.in which 1 WIMBLEDON, S.W.19. 

notified you of the disaster which had taken place at C.H. 
It is some commentary on the way in which the War Damage Commission carry 

out their duties when I tell you that I ha'/e received neither financial assis 
-~~ce)or any other to the finding of another home. 

Having chased around England as far north as Bedford-east as Norwich,west 
as Tewkesbury,south as riaywards Heath1we have found only one suitab~e place 
& that was beyond our means. 

The fact is this War Damage bUsiness has been made a complete financial 
ramp for the benefit of Property vwners-Estate Agents-Assessors-ourveyors ~ 
Builders & L an ex-regular officer with a lOO~ disabi~ity award consider that 
The Commission sbould have been obliged to find me alternative accomodation 
long ago. 

~t is a tireing business searching in war time especially-it is also 
expensive, but that is no affair of the Commission-of course not: J. am just 
left to rot & when 1 get row illontn "s notice to qUl~ here 1 shall be all un

-settled l3.gain,for God knows how long. 

In order to get something into the" Kitty"towards the provision of a new 
nome 1 nave sold near~ all rrw off cover stamps but 1 have retained all tnose 
on cover,which provides me with ample material for the part of philately whic 
interests me most. 

It is true 1 have no Type.l.l~51 bilihe on cover,but 1 have both the J.B 
6c lG de Olf course it was a dr1h.w.ful ll parting"-for three weeks 1 toyed wltn toe 
idea-then bombing started up again-my wife could fnt stand it ~ no wonder after 
er terrifying ordeal!!so I was left a1o~e to do battle witn rnw soul ~ won the 

day-; : 
But it is unfortunately true that the w~ ~ngland has treated me nas 

bl tten so deeply into my soul,after the terribi~ sufferings 4 nave had to en
-dure sinee1917 that if illY health survives 1 shall most certainly emigrate,as 

soon as the war is over 6c find some country where 1 shall get fair Justice ~ 
decent treatment. 

I have already applied to the .t-assport office nere oc if you required 
an assistant 1 might find ~way do~ to ~entuc~ later on. 

, f<i>urs sincerely -J17~~ ' (See uver) 



1-~.1 note from lviarch Ai-' that you have a colIn of Confederates to deal witn! lf 
you could retain a"few for me especially Flag of 1'ruce-Gombina,tions-F o~{is 
'"'" perhups a couple of Ufficlal covers 1 snoula be grateful for them later 
on. 

< ' 

..L 
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Stanle~ Ashbrook-Sept.23rd.I944.-Page.~ 
a~e3sed from Brockhampton Court-Glos. 

.,b~· 
'/,0" 

Lately of CLIFTON HOUSE, 

SOUTHSIDE, 
• .,;0 ~fli 

~:~ . WIMBL£DONil·w.19. h . bl 
Tara.3.Page.3. The action ~ the Royal is completely indefens~ble ~ ~s ~BO compre ens~ e 
when it is common knowledge that nearly every philatetic expert I?r:-v~te collector in this 
Count~ is actuated to SA~ the least of it,by a very strong acqu~s~t~ve instinct & d~idely 

-" '''''' . ttl with a view to turning the nimble penny at the appropr~ e momen • 
But these old imstitutions have a ver~ atAict code of laws & there is no lattitude 

to keep pace with modern requirements. . 
I am personal friend to some of the Royal people &.if you cared.to allow me to do so I 

fancy I could soon have this matter put right: I real~se your feelDlgs many years ago a 
: I was completely green as to club laws 

(2) But it alao o~" ~ in certain instances that . e has 
I have seen SM letters, wi th genuine SM cancellation fragementary & tying stamp 
with the addition of"PAlD ALL": You probably contend that this is covered by my No.I!may 
be but the other possibility deserves everybodys consideration & attention~:~ 

Para.I.Page.4.1 still cannot agree with you about my cover from Lawrence Mills-There is no 
reason for this "PAID II in red! for it was quite obvious that the 24ct normal postage had been 
paid by the stamp! & I still contend that hiis marking may have meant that an extra fee of 
24ct had been paid at the quays ide for S\f.at & most certainly both the Jo ,0 • 

1..) 2 markings were made at Boston & not at Lawrence Mills: No doubt the markings 
as such were confined to NY but people in Boston,Philadelphia & other ports had often im

-port-ant communications requiring urgent & immedu.te posting & the Cunard Company would be 
onl~ too pleased to accept the extra late fee postage! Besides there is no reason at-all 
why the L~rence Mill proprietor should not advise the postal authoritmms at Boston to pay 



(to pay~the late shipping fee if necessary. 
I have seen many Philadelphia letters without the mauve "PAID ALL"but I have also seen 

some With this marking-why?? NY can not & could not abbrogate to itsown business folk the 
momopoloy of ,although they no doub~ did instigate the marking to themselves & this 
as unique to their city & port! 

~ No Mr Ashbrook it is contrary to all common sense in a pushing,go ahead,community of 
business shipping folk to suppose that the other great eastern ports did not have some 
sort of facilities for late fee shipping letters!! !i-ways granted the t:~ markings as 
known by us & illustrated in Scott may all be indigent to NY. 

Final paras. Page. 4. One evening whilst I was writing to my wife from the house lent me as 
a pied-a-terre in Wimbledon,say over a period of 30 minutes I had no less than 27 ~oodles 
passing either directly overhead or nearby-that was during a terrific rain storm when the-

-re was 110 visibility & the devils could get;tthl1ough as the ball on would be down, 
of course! But the worst of that is over 

unless he knows that terrible & instant retribution is awaiting his whole 

whole nation,ro~~. :t,lje f?:rw.· rA 1uA.I. ' du.; ~ ~_ ~ / :J {~~ ~ ~ - !.wi 
?h.4/KJ~ ~~ .. '"t£, 
~ ~J' All the b est wishes to you & for th~ Jointraction of our two nations post war 

Yours very sincerely Jr,v£t- ffi-FL----
ver unusuaI:if not unique.It is addressed 

lS. I have one cover which to me appears to be y E Messrs Schmidt \'iestphala Co. 
from L.K.Niffle & Co.Hiogo-~4 11arch.~87~~O S.ID:Ru~e6otsi873(Continental)With the elon
Nagasaki,by A. S.New Yo::k & l.s. franke Wl.. a o~:~\~th stamps & tyeing them to t'ije inside 

-gated fan of Japan Obll.tterat7onlstre~~g 1 )but whioh has the . ~xac~ shape & measure-
of the oover 3: with an ~xtensl.on\not a; - c ::a~~ ~ __ ~~~ ~ . 

-ment of a SM oblitteratl.on. (black) jJ~ -1 rt· e 400 miles the letter was dell.v-
Although the distance between these tw~ RO s l.S f ~om tAh 

-ered dn the 26th:: SpIDe steaming for the S.).l~ew York.. ( 



Brockhampton Court-Brockhampton-Andoversford-Glos. Sept. 23. 1944. 
Dear Mr Ashbrook. 

First. of al.l let me apologise for the delay in answe~L~9~~ ~Y5£Jst.etters P. also please 
do not buy .,~Bacher's Mobile cover with the two xct(rather oaQ1y cut 'into)with the 5xt 
1847 ,for ~'though the cover certain has many points in ita favou:tS,<i'{TI-f~Dhot"'brilliant"& 
none of£he stamps haa any special shift to add to its attractions! WIMBLEDON, S.W.19. 

But that is not the reason for which I appeal to you ,it is rather because this cover 
is addressed to England & Bhcul~ be onned by one or other of the really representative 
collns in this country! 

It was originall.i oo~t. by a certain Mr Heiden,with about a further fourteen nice 
covers for £2IO-then Bacher started to tempt poor Mr Heiden & e~entually bought it from 
him for £250 I believe,~ nice as it undoubtedly is,somewhere around 1200/1500 is its 
proper value,unless of course somebody goes crazy & just ~lst . possess it~ 

There will be plenty of similar ~o~ers turn~ up from the Continent after this 
war,possibly via C~ndtantinople or Cairo. 

As you see we have at long last found a Cotswold house,rather small but somwhat compatabl 
to what we have been used to during the past ten years-It is a very long way from London by 
wa train journey,but would be easy by car or under normal conditions-As it i s I have to ris 
at 5.30am get t o London lO.30.~ get home again about lIpm which is certainly no sort of fun 
at my age & with my mv disabilities. 

However such things have to be faced whilst t he war is on! 

Now to take your letter of July 18th first of all. 
Para.2.1 have succeeded in obtaining two copies of your Ic blue,185l book-one ordinary copy 
from Robby-Lowe-the other -1 boughtfrom Bluss as you suggested: 
Para.3. Yes please I should love to have your book on the Xct 1855/57. 
Para.4.As Brookman did not shew you the photographs I sent over,perhaps t 1ey were pinched as 
were some of yours & perhaps it would be wise if 1 refrained from sl9Bding you atlduplicate" 
set until the war is over. Probably you are right regarding the extra lct stamp on the Gibson 
covers ,but why do not the numerous other ones I have,also directed from N.Y.also bear this 

61 e tl.Ol fe. Only the Camp Monroe ones,via Baltimore,carry this ,what I have always 
considered to be a prepaid ~ ~ Je_ ~ . 
Para.5. This old country is far far behind the times,except where there is a direct threat to 
its freedom,& nobody takes much interest in the USA but I am bus~ proseletising daily & even 
Mr Butler sees some of my points regarding the educational value of USA stamps & their method 
of ~b1it.~6.t.1on ~ cancellation. 

I t is hardly true to say that No Bri tisher takes any notice of USA stamps-there are many 
Who know all the types at a glance-few who worry much about papers,grilles or splits ,shifts, 
etc ,but ~he number of students is growing rapidly. 



I may be presumptious b~l still require persuading that neither Boston,Philadelphia,or 
even San Francisco,possibly even Baltimore,or Portland Maine & certainly many of the Cun

-arders seem to have called on the way our at St Johns,NF.~ Halifax, poBsibly a slower serviCE 
but if such ships also touched at Portland & these ports on the journey from Boston to lmv-

-erpool there would have ap~eared to have been the for a service??? 
Pa~a.B.Possibly that is so as a Mail centre,but there were certainly immense transactions 
right up to the 20th century in merchandise & invoices,advices,often called for SM service. 
Para.9.1mst have been pinched! Sorry,see remarks under Para.4. 
Para.II.l ~ee with your views! I have however another rather interesting cover franked wit} 
four Xct.I86I.from NY to Switzerland-per Ai:i.al8unarder) dated Jan.I7.1865 with these thr 
cancellations in red PD(framed)-New Paid Yorklin red circle}-Etats Unis.).Serv Brit A C is 

JAN (also in red circle) 

~ 
on the back in black circle NillCHATEL 

Fev.2. 
1865 

Either this may be an example shewing depreciation of the $ due to the recent war,or it may 
shew double rate & drop letter franking with r~~08 reserved(credited)GPO.2xJ=6cts~rd,SS. 
2x9=IBcts-Swiss pO.2x3=6cts~'rench PO.2x)=6cts-in all J6cts as credited at NY.leaving only 
the 4cts for USA.POd:)cts plus the NY collection fee of Ict. 

I wonder which you will agree is the correct rendering for this 40ct franking?? I 
shall be very interested to know. -
Para.I2.I bought thiese copies from Paul Bluss. 
Para. I). I am,as I said,terrible gratefUl to you for sending me the copy of this book & of 
course I wn going to paste onto the fly-leaf your presentation signature . 
Para.I4.1!any thanks for your tip regarding Capt.Augustus Gibson-I shall follow it up in due 
course. 
Better switch to paras reading according to pages in case you get muddled so now for Page.). 
Para. I. I am glad that I was correct regarding the special fee of 2cts for ferry service 
between certain points on the frontier between USA/Canada. 
Para.).I fancy we shall keep awake this time & teach the Hun a lesson,but it is the Labour 
Party here,which by refusing to countenance the expense of keeping a dec ent fleet,air-a ," 
army in being,brings t llese constantly recurring wars upon tis: They in fact replace your"New 
Deal-Roeeevelttltactics over here & the Labour Party realise that wars bring wealth to t air 
class & deprive the middle classes of much of theirs ,together with many of their liberties! 
Ergo They,tongue in cheek,do everything they can towards creating wars ,whilst trying to 
the responsibility onto the"Big-Businesstfpeople. 

The first five years of peace are going to be much harder for us here than the five 
years 9f war! Nothing can prevent a first class row when labour has to reduce its charges::: 



-' 

Mn j or ','''''1 . H. 'l'app, 
Clifton Ho so, 
SO' lthside, 
'.ril~blodon f). '. 1 , 
EnCl nd. 

Your' lct'CC:Nl of' Dec. 80t 1, Jun . 22nd 'r..d .Jun . 30th. tW loll 
$)., \pril 3:.:'(': 'l(:~re duly j.'cceived rmu, MllC.l npp:i:'o c iated, but due 
to ai . c ... tonoed illnoso ni"!d op~rc.tior~ thiG is the fl1'St chance 
I hu ve hncl to reply. I trust t- u',-, ~ eu ,;111 pardon rly apparent 
no 1is~nce. 

Rc[;urclinc hnndbook~ . I don't think tbnt you 'ouJ. find z:.uch in 
Hah.1' G art lcle in the d . 1' . thut would be of r.1uch help to you n or do 
I believe that the JOl"'ona article n the U. S. {eels rat ion System 
v:ould [.reutly iLtcrest you. f1:hesc ~'ere not itl SUGd as har..dbooks. If 
Y01' hud a copy of my VOIU1'le II - On J Cant stamp of 1831-1057, I think 
you ";ould fin<1 the above al"ticloE :Jretty well cov,red. UO'lever , my 
bool~ is out of print (published in 1938) al:d each volU1.o iC' c:'o1ling 
tod y bob'con '10 . 00 and .:'12 .00 . I' .t-lvcn ' t u silglo copy lo __ t that I 
could scll. I have .r':J.ttO"l .. i."OOK an , ··:hom I kno J ver" \'011 fl.!1d in
quired if :1e c ouldn I t locate n cop:r 0-:: l' Volume 2 for you. I \7ill 
lay it ~~ido DO~ you. 

f.{0Gurdin8 lr. fornat Lon on covers " flod alJroaci from t L U. S. 'Dl"lv'ctic.lly 
nothinG n~'\s b~en published OD thi::, subject . Ly book, Vol. 2 ~ont[liIlS 
mor e lnforr ,at.i on on !'F .. ~.J..fn R te~" than rm" othot' 'f0X'k tha t ~ kno\,: of. 
A table of "Po' cig J Rates 0 ')ostugo'l ~"Illn \,hru 'Stnm.,1s " bHck n 193b 
and 19~6 but it ';m'" nev l" P Iblt. hed in bOCl.d et foy:m . ':'hi' "'Gr iGs f 
nrt i cle'" -'I' ~ v e 'Y eOO( but 1 ir.ngi..l1o t' Ilt back nullbel.... of !·f)tat'1.~!!. V/ould 
be rather l.a- d to obcain . I could Genu you a copy of my oo~ on the 
u. s . lot Green l' tunp of 1855-185'"1 but tl io book deals pr Incipal1y with 
the p1 t oa, types and pln to reconotructioll, rc.thcl~ t: '111 -."i"Ch lo:?.'oi '11 
Rates and r:1ul'ki.ngs . 

, 

No, Drook:aan ':lGvel' 1111o\ied me the pho'Cos you S011t h-1 . I ref r to the 3rt 
~. plus I¢' C07e~~s fror,'1 lr,Y~{ 'lor;: to Cm p T~onroe near 3Hltinlo~"o . I judge that 
tho tnrgets on tl.e3 cove~" ,Toro a ... l:lcd at TG'.i York , h ce t., e l¢' 
stu ps probabl:~ paid tho cellae clcm f OG at ! e\i York ..I. r o., Ipt -131' OOX to 
po t orfice. T~0 lJ .Y. P.O.u:::-ecl su.c--targets on 0~ p ... : G 11 COTerg, in 
addition to n doubl~ cipclo post ark , at that partlculal poriod . Balti
more did not U80 u black target , BO fm~ as I mn 0.\1I1ro . 

May I add nt th':'s point t-lwt I was p l eas ed to lCUl'n of your iuterest in 
our sta) .ps, and of their historical com octions. r:'lhe closer tho ties 
between our two countrie s in tho futul"le, the bettor it H111 b e for the 
whole world . Philatelists 011 this sido of the water ... avo t. 0 l!!1pl~e(1sion 
I beliove that the aver'age British collector knoVls little or n othing 



"2. l'njor "0. H. Tapp, .Ju1y 18th, 1944. 

about any stamps but G.B. and Colonies. 

'About the only ...!.lg1ishman known to .Ar:1erican co11ectoi.."'s '.'ho k .. o'lS 
anything n.bout U. S. rta._ps is \;aterhou e. ",'e on th_s aide, appre
ciate his long interest in our sta5ps and are not unmL~dfu1 of the 
good that ho ms acco lplishod. 

I noto that you feel rather ce tain th t the BostCI p.O. h d so~ sort 
of arrange ent for Supplementary La i1, but if so, I have never been 
able to develop anything along this ID1o. 

The S.rA. Service was not established at NeVI York until the midd10 of 
18~;3 and frou h.t evidence 'lIe have, not very .. any n rchants took 
advHntaGe o~ t 10 service in the oarJ.y years. If so, present day covers 
fn~.l to .10 ' an" evidm co of the sDrvico. By 1853, l.e~l :c~lt haa for out
di. ~ancod Doston a".n Port, and I doubt f there really '7as .uch rivalry 
bet'.lcen the two after the late 1 ~(Ol s. '.~ .. en the Cunard star'ted to l'ilnking 
new y ~~ a Port of Ern:r.r, the doo:.:! of Eo ton as the :r.1ost .• portl1J.lt 
8h ppillg conteI' i!l the co 1utr· las sealed. 

I n';)- er received the cop .... 0_ ·tho f
l

J FOLLO, II but th n.:s just the sarno. 
leo I never l"cccived the photograrhs of tho I ETALII\.TORY RA'rE CO' .RS 

which you enti ~ ed in your lctte~ of the 20th of Doce. 01" If] st. 

Ro .. 8ft !.e. enl~":"E1" ail Type A - Tho carliost knmm u cot lis nrking 
is in 16 "ifcf<llo of 1859 'l!ld"'Oc.rl C1tl"il~os r re L a bl:'o~;n ::-cc., in 
1nter ye"'r..: the .l.l1k 'tTariod .,:ro .... a b:,"'o',v!l-red to c. l'ed. I 1 ,,·vo I".·")vc::: seen 
n gon ina strike in ny othel" color thovgh fa'.e. c: iot in .)lw~k and 
so~e in b} 0 , so I understand. 

Re - ·our '~5¢' !"o'te COY ~' to Fra!lCll 'liith 
~1' i' 'as a 3 X 15t, hence t ~C crodit of 
the lotter 
P.O.D. ·,!aU o .. ltitleu. to Vias 

- 64." 
that 

Aea. n re - .y tllO volume book , you 'l("ht try , 
p i1a t l1c bool;:s: 

i'ollow! douler in 

I not in 'ChlS ",ook's flstan sn that 11.e dv'rt se::. y two vol" es 
deluzo odition at 0.00. OriGinr price vms. 10.00. Doubtless; Dluss 
could supply other ooke that you cOlld uso. 

Dr'.dor f opa:!:~at e cover, I arJ. 
my latos~ book, ant tIed: 

-cline YOil v1th y com.plL onts n co Yy of 

I trust t nt this renches yo in [,ooel CI} apo. A.s this GoeD via pn:rcHl 
post and I £lm not por1Jll.ttc· to incluuo my HZ'i ing, tho c~1cl03ed 
autogr ph CUll plated on tht:. r ron PHt;O if you \lish to do so. 

ne - Capt. ', . • Oi ,on. .des 
fiis ,. met; henco 1 nuppoe he nevor beCRme vory frono'Ll. .• 
'H>ito tho ".7a!' Depart St8.~ie:;; - I" slinr;t:12L D . C .~ 



.' 

?-3. 'aj or '!mot Hot Tapp, July 18th, 1944. 

thoy will doubtless bo able to givo you the record of Capt. Gibson. 

Re - y article in II stm~p8" of last l!ovcrnbor -' FiG. 7 - Houlto , r. e .. 
to 1 oodstocl~ ~ . B . You are riGht - by a specinl rulh!g of the P .~:.G. 
a spocial rate of 2J ms made on local correspondence between the two 
po nts. Sill ilar r,},lings 'ore made to npply to other offices on the 
bordt;r - FiB. 8 - this was a pl"·opo.id steuuboat foo 0:: 2~ . Fig. 9. 
The original rate v;as 45¢', honco ono . tr.np is mianing from the cover. 

Red S . l . !!lfl!'ki12e on a 6.yt Bank ll oto. I doubt if such 0.' covor "{ould '~ 
DrinG mOl"U than ~150 .00 at a lJ.Y. o.uction. 

!'hil1tc ... iC~ Art if'! Ie • Yes , I t' in' n n. !'ticle ouch as you ontion would 
be .. ont t .t-:lel ". r;: in I _ epeat , tl < t ove y-th:!.l'! .. ) P O" niblc should bo <lone 
to brin ~ OUT' t.l0 countrie~ closer tOtEcthc... . I f Vie drift apn::et it ~li:"l 
bo .. os t unfortun at e for ',orld c~ vilizut ion. 

Ho vover , I SO ... 10t · es hnve my doubts if the o.vcl'aBo I3rlt iohor wil l stay 
awake to that necessity. 8 a peoplo .. ou do "'uch dUl .• b things. For 
exa. pJe ltL!? t fall I 'Jar:' notified I ','It .. S ... 0 longe:-!' s me .. Cl~ {L.C. _ cllo\'! of 
the Roy ~1 Philatelic Soc iety, yet I .... ;as e:'octec1 a :~011o';' f.. nd iJember' in 
1917. In 193 I 'ms &: 'n"ded tho C:~c.\,fol"d l:ec.nl . I 'Ii fiB kicked out be
cause I 'dv )rt isod in ""t ,ps tT 'Ghat I hua so.. cove~('s or sale. I am. n ot 
B. dealel' ""nd ~' h .... ve n o tock 01' stc..: .. ps. !1 t ,n . ~inine t in.3 tl is 
VlUS. It _0 no "€m3e like th1 t'la t l},g1..1c'CS the pl"ucL5,c 1 ~!1U ,'8n6i'o1e 
Americar.. i:th the claDs 0 Drltishers ,o~" n C .. 10 Roy!:l fllld ,,;,'no D..!'0 
still l1v 'P-(; in t ' c ago 0_' uc . icto ... in. 

Ono 0 ..... 0 point - As A 0110\7' of the Hoya.J. from 1917 until 10·13 - I was 
nover 01 c 1r.vi tud to Cl1br.lit 0. philnJvo_tc article 1'01' t._e IlHoyal 
Ph:.lntolisttl . :I sup 0 86 the ed1t or~ 'er~ too ca nn )roud to conde cond to 
s olicit an article fl'O" ny p ,no It i<' I'uch stuff th t eli &UE t the real 
Ame:.. ... icnn. 

T'ne pubi. nher of lI~ta!l1pntr is r. Hnrl"'Y L . LindC}.l 1st. ..0 i s a clos0 
pcr "onn ,i3:'''iend . If you 1ish you Ct.!! '_ i::.o ... .un. n tl hX1 n t i.m ny nfl. G. I 
note you T;lontion}d Steve Rich . "y t,(v::'ce to yOll :1.. to f Ol'get thL pel's on. 
A co .1.-:..\u.ication from him ,", ml Co 1~1to W U~3tC b Lket U!10lJ ned . 

Your' lette'" of .In.n. 30uh, nenin cntione h'l.t . au ~ ere s e - :L.le; r,e u 
copy (). 1.;11 "APOLLO" lith your r.rt'~clo b t tilo copy nov' '., arl~ ived. 

Yo~r 1 tt r j • 30th re-: 1 W ::n~ wl.'pplc, .entury ,ail ar"V1C. (} i1 'Stru1P Gpcc' i13 II - Fi-,urc :3 
Th..l. l etter origin ted at Ne 1 Yo:!."k - Instcnd of "Paid Alll1 t he N. Y. 
post. ark 11as II P ID" nt t op. This cov,,1" is 'noI'f ctly rogul o.r' . lJ.'ho r.lnrk
ings s h o t t i t 'ent to Ennoland " Ar.lol~iclln Packet and tLeTlce to ll'rt..llce 
thru Calais b. British mail. h:ln it{ pl'Qiled y the cre~it 1'6" , "mic). 
moant 3¢ f or t ho C 'nncl and 3(, Fro~oh l.p,tornul . Th 6~ \ an 0. cl"c ,t to 
Fra.lce and in turn France s ttled lith the i..' iti~J 1 p . o. 

"Str Bl"cnen lT :hilc aGe:'" :'.an b on. 'G InS un ~r contract to cnr-'y tl_C U. s . 
Uail, hence 11 .. er ica n ~ucket. II , Ploasc unclel'st ~ nd that ALlcp i Ct.n Pac:.:ct" 
did not menn L ship 0 ;.' 1 .G:' ice,:!l Rogistry but rat eI' tl' n t the . hip ','lus 
belug pa "j to curry th'~ p ticula~ lot of U. S . _ail. In othc~ ~ords, 
tLo At 1 ant ic c n ... riac;e \JB.S t th ansa of tho l . ( . Po , ; Of-fico. ~ 
Figure #7 is as descriD6" . 
F i gure ; 10 -The '. ... ordlng "Paid ll" had no eonnection ';'1 ~ the .•• Y. S . lt . 
service. It 1... used on foroign L'1ni l generally at fe y; York and it use 
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oI'isinntod from tel". us cd in co:."ta in pOE'tal tron t ieg. If bl[,,!lk 
countl'Y insiated that. a certrlin term bo uned, th6 tr"mslut;lon of' tllUt 
tOl'~l villa "Paid All t: • 1y descript ion of Cover C10 L- correct. 

Your cover II la id 24r1. NO, I do not 5roc t: at tlH.s VU3 n 8.-1. 1ettofl 
but rather a single ~~~4 r to to Lu 'lf Id . I have n6vor soon a s'l gle 
instnnce ihere the P' yment of as •• ·• fce'us l' ocorc1ed on the lottor 
other thor. by the plain S. fi . mUl'king. ' Ul·t:l.O:"' , all G.· ... lottoI'B 
&kin A od ut .:Orl York . The covcr you o~ltion originated at 1..m/r01:<1e, 
.LI)'SS. 

to Dlform you thu.t Ll'. Ba cock passod a my •. toro thnn u your 

Ror.UJ.'dlng PO:lt -;lar values. I ttL :::11!: you!' Cue. s io ~ out ng good as 11 

eu ~ss by anyone ·olse. .:any coll "tors n thir !'lidc thin1: r .. t 'Ip::. ... iccs 
nre too hi..;.."'!' but .any l'eol thu t 11 t e uncertain tL cs to COI10 that 
the c1('..8"'ics of phila.tely will be VAry fL;I.G ~Jrop rty to 0 vn eV0_ if 
bou~t 1ith pro ... ent. oney. 1 m. SUl~e I don't know. I f you decic:e to 
se1 1, 1. think yo 1 wo'ld be oble to do bettor in Lon 'on thnn by soL~ing 
on t lis ci :0. 

Yo r 1,tter of tho ~rd of Apl".i.l w~.t,.l the £lccoont of t: 0 10['3 of our 
ho e was c.uly reco1v d nd rend \:ith n:t".ch interest . ':0, O~ this f'i< e 
ho. vo no C onc c pt 1 on of -h11 tit me an s to Co thru 'uch an (1 :p-:::r iO.:.1c e • ijay 
I thank y{)U very 1:11".<11 . fOl' 'S ell a v~. i( de~(';l ipt, on . I sincerely trust 
tll' t nono of t:r.o latelO't "Buz, or BO'Mbs II are falling in ,tour neichborhood. 

It \ i 1 in' cd be n terrible tt .n~ if the \,11ied: e.tlon" ! 51 to 
punis!. the rIun. nftol~ th:t. war is over. It: is too b!1u, thc. t t:!O bonsts 
cannot be oJ~tornLn& "0 • 

Again r poloGizin~ fol"' thi bolatod. ~"oply to our lotte!'G, I £,u.:l 

S1ncoI'Gl-y' yours , 



• 

Tfia j or ',':u. H. 'l'app, 
"k' 0 co I-tTnll 

-" to. d 

A' gus" 'S load, 
.tl.mhlec on ~. .• 19, 
n~ 111, d. 

¥O'11' .L ttfli' date( .. :n.y ~?8th was not.; cc~ivod unt:l Aug. 23th, 
hll' f't ~r1'1) ont ... lo to £1 c1o.,y. PP.1'll,Cps it ~ as held up on 

'1cco<r'i't 'of: ";'7f1 ,---

1"'0 ~ c'''ro'J oJ" tro ;rul;r, " po].l)," ':'..,1 JOUl' i~ticI CH~lO to 
h Y(. "Y t" r'rE 0:' I'm' kir.l i)S~. 

-I )1'0" .~.: U pcrn1t ->" to unl') your! n tention to :1110 

po1.1t. Y01' ... {'(TIl ':Lt "Tt 1.11 your :~rt 1e:o 111d Wllich I cO~~:Jiclcr 
is ·:11 ..... 11y 1..'tIpor tant. 

F.::.:ll1'c 'tIl, the COVer Wit}; the It,!. tD 24. .• t' £' .no\m f 
1, ',1 Yo""h: '"las t C OYlly, l 0 '; ~-.' 'tc 11 "B1!2P-le 

~n (Dt:ll!..U~ t! V 0.... t .. 'l, rocol"Js .l.t co 
any C"l1Cioneo th'1t ,:n~c, a so;::,vlc {,",n. ever i.. or 0at ther"'. 
0:"" c orv .• ce was sc;1.o1y ,for th~ , n..,f" t oJ.: tbo people of' 

I·e. ol,', and e ouJ.,u li'll:~dly have lH'H}il of any benef :tt tv res id.cnts 
or L.ll'n'cLants outside 0 ... : tJ:a";. ty. .."0_" exaJllple, hoJ.."'c "las no .fly 
in "'~icn tho ice could b" prr.pai' outsido of Ii·Cow :lork City. 

'rho .1 Pnid 2~' on ,!il3S. Hn< not 
flt -03£on .:;r 1 e"l YOi'}~. It sWply tn(~.:,cn,-"oc. t.na~ tho lull l'oreign 
rr. to of <::4; had iYl0n pE'.id. 0110 .irty ',un dol" lilly cel'ta 1..'1. postmHsto!'s 
follo',reu :"uch a CU8 -, buv t".e f .. 1..i "'e.~.;.Cli s t;h t thOy di1 ana 
cov. '!'R ~hm 1. g such lr...~kinu~ a. l~ not Ul:CO '.·)n~ 

\'!nch p_ eves -"'~,Lat 
f the Of.1tO!'l ~ o. t· 

1. c' n rsuro ou ~hl I. 110 all ... "1."'" ce 'Ii as 
not availablo to n reB:tdent of ,r. 'A 1C, f::.(1S . S t~ .1'e ' 'l.L no --'n:'! 
in j, ic11 n int1ividun l, or fir I. (;O"..Lo. l~ va pr .pa d the f e nt the 
L ",renee i. O. I c: stated, the . r Tice ¥/ns p1.L" I,] a locel s rvice 
of tho !ev:.L o:.. .. k 1'ost Office . 

"ccal_ an art iclo tna"!:; fl i.Jpo red "In Godden' r Gi) zet tL of /JJ! ..... :1 I~~ . ~ 
(!"n"'e 1 7). Here \70< 11Ius-l;rlltcd H U . .... cove'l~ \'ith u f)~ ,."U.l.ro .. ,: 
1861 'nd u 30~ 18ti1 to Hanover . 
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112. ,[n,ior Wt'l. H. Tapp, ~ept. ~, 1944. 

The 30~ has a fake New York "Supplementary Mail ," Type "A" markiq; 
tyine the 30i. This cover o::iiginated at DOWAGIAC, !'ich. It is quite 
obvious thl3." no ono in that tlichi~an town COllId av1.il JvLor:1selvGS 
of the N.Y. S.M. 0orvioo. 1.1 nc..Q~tion V4'10ro 'WilD no l'CH.son why they 
vlould l!v'ant to dc, 1'30. You can v.'ell appreciate that SllCh a point is 
not appreci-lted by crooks who manufacture itoms like this cover from 
Michigan to II .over. 

Regn::..'ding yom .... letter of the 28th of ray. I vms indeed sorry to learn 
of your housing d ifficulty. There must bo so I,any similar cases tb,flt 
it is si:""'ply impossible to hundle all 'l/ithout so~e delay. 

On thiE Bi~c of the -ate~ 1e ~ho are Rnti-~ew ~eal believe th~t the 
'!or~·~ V Ltg th'lt -w hnve to endure, outt"ide of tho VHClr, is to 117e 
und ..... t. e F:003Lvolt a "ministration, so. I would advi::'o .rou to t':link 
t\·ico b~f·o'l'. thinkil1.d 0.;: co. inc; to America. 

I bl.VC ~,,/.iC . L)reaklng up q -i1.:6 L ::'lne collectlon of. GonfeQQratoG but 
tho J'lrs o~' l..'ru,ce b. o (: ?rJ.f.loncr of . _" CO'\ir~S ':'G pl"acticully III gone . 

5i l~cruly :rou1.'s, 
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::::.xxx xxxxxxxx 100 H0~ l~:J Court 

.WV q 5 , 1944 . 

t1f:jor . II . Tapp, . • C. 
Broc.khn rt on Court .~ 

I31 cc.'{haJ.:lpton 
me ove:"sf'orc: - Glos . 

Enclar:c:. 

YOlU" :.c~,tG:r' of tl. ~ .. 5th o~ ~}nptC:lbol' orrh'ed about ten days 
ugo \/~.icll '.{[W nJ]'ly ~ood time; b~' 1.. (:~ula.:' mail . Hm'evor , ther p 

\lll' littlE' left Jf your 1et;'t..,CP aftu~' the CGllS01'~~ finlsheu cU-l:ting 
it up. I C()t1.:)t i.:' a ythin{-:- you h c. -Co 8UY to t10 would have ir'l-

p .(; ~(l tlw var In any . 'HY. c· 

l,ogl . cllnr; th~ ~:tachcr eove:!'. :.: O.J I, Lh::'nk t .~~ t tJ'.prG iu 1. :uch 
dansur 0:: lG itOlll c oIlling 0 u..('r~cn. It in t ... 1)') tho. t GOJ.lO 
~ bsuY'ci price: arc be.inG pI :tu ovor hero but no_ c :30 utterly nbsuru 
as 1,000 to ,'1,200 fo:r' [;l. c'wc:r puch .U~ thut . In.y opinion ([·ncl 
I think 11-:1"01 the Dr sent l<;:d:ct) I do not ~)ll2.i~v, .. it '[ould br>il1.[; 
~~·OO in fI :IC 'uction Ht no pre' 'ut time , so you ['ee t.hore 
i::: 1.0 el( ngcn"' c~H4':nL to ".. ... pr'·cf •• 

I ~'Pe~1t 1.l~, 't'e~::-cnC1 'vi:"l •. ;/' LOOU i'l'ienc ~i.lul !!m!., 'tr:.r of C"_·Ci.~ O 
u'ho by th' .,"~ ... , V.~lfl t:lt ::oconc: l ... ...,gl.ft cC.Jllection :t~ !1.c_'icll . I.e 
hus R. ,~: f\l.U .•. Lo\! L 3 0 t:!e 18,':'7': rmd \ illf Y to. Hotche s for 
ftHytni.£:, fille. I ho.ed I! th6 ~~lot{) o· t.1C H· c lle:!.' c over' nnc1 11f3kod 
hi!!:: if he \lOulu pay J.110!'O than. < 00 fOl.' it Lnc. 'e :mid n o. .1 en I 
to.!.c' hi!.. it 'lilC va.L noel [1, 1 1,000 i. .. olldo:l 11e 111.1.<] U Lood ili~nGll . ~c 
do BO .0 silly tid. '8 on this sic.e but hnJ~d.ly nnythi .t~ i1S silly as 
:")Uyii1.) ~l, 000 for such a COVl;r . 

lJ.'he above is for your in10:!'_ n ... 5.o!1 as I Vloul - nut 'Iish to hurt Dr . 
Bachor'. ['col'ings. 

I us tllflfl eel to 10o.1'n tLat you, ,a.n[l[;cd to find !1 ho 18 and t>nt you 
are ·l.[!a.i.n co'rfortably s itUJ t d eVGn if you Hre co !lpolled to "pm d. 
11ul Y'our til ~ 00inr: .nd C()Plil~ ~ ~o flrd f 0'11 London • 

• e) 'ulnr, lOU I' 1 1. t ,1'. t:;'ir t, une or' . C )[lI'flte co ., 1 ".'l .w.i 1 'tng 
jr a copy 0 ' my boo"Llet o~ Jclio .• <". 10;1 lOB5 - 1 ,G7; r hi8 . 'IU; 

pub i~ led in HJ·.J6 fl. (1 1.. .. ' bit () .... ); data \I_th ny u"e. or .. " C}i\ !'o
~ 1 ' c1 work. I tl'U"'t Jt1rl ~ it '( '_ I , yo ~ in @:()od Q'lU .. )O. If' ::1ot. 
will Y)l p1 nse advise nee 

. egerdL g your covel' v-ith our 1 ,..; 181...1 ::_ 0 1 _: . Y . to [3\ 'ltzo~lllll 
.Tn!! . 1'7, 1 "5 . I .olld pref o : not to COl,~.:.C!1l., on thi. u.l1e3~ I 
could see ana e. H ... L.G it . There '.;'.3 no 4.0 '; rate to ""witzel'lm rl at 
that ,riod . :l.P . S . L . r.P·mnkr very J c h hu.t I thin]{ it if:: be~t 
to let the matter drop . \i'tor all they: !lve heir 1'llt, S and one 
8hou1cl no t expect the t o orea <: :.. .. s.. . I h c. no GUc'u iuou . .h' .. t 
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made me sore was the manner in \ hich they handled the case. That 
is,the high-handed and lofty manner. I wonder if they do not realize 
thnt we on this side laueh "t q'J(~h stuff and t'1ink it is absurd. 
Tho 3e.1sible people in ..... H.er~ca n.ro roulists, al1d C try to play the 
game on the square. Hogardless of rules or rOGulations, C'Ust0r:18, etc., 
we would not thin~{ it fair to kick f) 1i1M out of an orcanization if .. 
his only offo:1se VillS • .laking an honest living uy dea1.ing in st amps. We 
do not consider that any r:1e.n is sacrdd 01' holy, henco if .. re don't liko 
a ruler, 'I e kick h:t.!":1 out n.nd thn t i'3 ';hat the better class of people 
in this countr>y hope to do next 'Iuof?day. Ye have lost faith in 
.00 cvclt on( . e don't like the motley crew who su'r-round him. 

I was :;:>ather interested in the P;v. of yOUI' letter (lescribing t .. e cover 
II I, 

fro.n Hiogo i n.L 574 to HE1[;R.8o.ki. I a. dolnO" so e spoclal rElscul'f'h 
'1'01" 1 t the • L"}3ent t .. me on [:-:u i.1 f;::,o:.~ 'I lOBO to Chi a, to po·,.,t s in 
Jape 1, aLel to 01-1:16 tJ. S . nnd '"'01"ciV'l ~ountrles.. I havo been U!l'lbl , to 
def .:"!ltcly o:'lt"blisl '111 ; wn~""c tJ"'e COrl"'0ct ~:,ntos, othor thnn the single 
h1.11! ounce r to by d •. ). all steL_0!' WU8 10;' to or f:eoc this country 
to 0.' fI'Ot'l ~ < pan .I.'ld Chi u. 

It f.lJ-'j;"l &:.~! ~: •• t, 3' l'lS ,~lw :;'~IJ.tc b )t',ccn p'in~f 
.JlipU 1 and C llr u. Ycur COV3_n r.n~ tl. _.L ~.r :;110 
H i_o.81 ki 1:,1() i i' th ~ 'U .. J~ ';fl.;' ;S.,' '01'''' C av·:. ... ~1U" t 
ol t1 'J. 

in Japan and 6} betwoen 
;, 1873, fro .... lIiogo to 

h lve b ~U!: 1 (luad r'ltc 

1 im ve-rJ rt1l.ch int,1X'osto in nny cover" 1'1 the above clu3 E:. 
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Dr . Carroll Chase, 
R. F . D. #1 , 

Milford , N.H. 

Dear Doc: 

100 Henry Court 

Fort Thooas, Ky . 

nov. 5, 1945. 

I borrowed the enclosed from He.rdy with 
the promise that I would not sond it to you , so please 
return it as soon as possible . After you return it 
I will make a photo though I won't proI:1ise that I can 
reproduce the grids on the stamp so if you want to be 
sure and have a good record of them perhaps you had 
better make a tracing. 

Hardy wants :;;450.00 for this cover and was 
magnanimous enough to offer me ~~75 . 00 if I could obtain 
that price for him. I never cracked a smile but told 
him that I would try . Naturally he couldn't get ~r5 . 00 
without your guara.'1tee. How can we eet that memo of yours 
away from him? 

He is positively poison and it is not safe to 
even be on speaking terms with him. 

I didn't have a chance to mention the cover to 
Brookman but I'll send. him a prioto later. 

After I return the cover to him I will tell him 
that I have sent you a photo. Better not do anything 
until then. 

Hastily yours , 
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Nov. 10, 1945. 

Mr . Jas. E. Hardy, 
~ The University Club, 

Chicago, Ills . 

Dear Jim: 

I!any thanks for yours of the 6th with check 
t'-for , 100.00, tho balnnce due on the Packet covers 

sale. 

Here" 'ith I am returninl) the5¢ 1847 cover. 
I have m9.de a very careful eXOl'1ination of t is cover 
and in my opinion it is a fake. I am quite positive 
that this stamp did not originate on this cover. ' 

Incidentally, the I'ute from Florida was not 
5t but 10¢ " 

In s-pite of the fact the Chase memo is in his 
handwr1t i nu, I cannot believe that -the memo referred to 
this cover. I know Chase far too ell to believe that 
he 10uld be careless ~nough to vouch for this item. 

The above is my opinion so taice it fur what it is 
worth . You surely know "/hero you obtained tho cover 80 
I \'9'ould trink it would not be hard to trace it right 
back to Chase, that is, if it ctually came from him, 
which I s1 ~ply cannot belio·ve was the case. Please keep 
me advised as to the outcome. 

~~bat I lOuld advise you to do is to send the 
cover and guarantee to Chase and simply ask him if his 
guarantee refers to this cover. If he informs you that 
it does not then someone has mitched items and, of 
course, without Chase's guarantee you could not afford 
to sell the cover. 

Sincerely yours, 

f 



, 
Dr. Carroll Chase, 

'!i._oF.D.l, 
Milford, N.H. 

Dear Doc: 

100 Henry Court 

Fort Thomas, Ky 

Nov. 10, 1945. 

Yours of the 7th with return of the Hardy cover 
safe to hand. I am enclosing copy of letter I have to
day written him. I don't know wow you are going to get 
this item away from him but if I were you I'd attempt 
it by peaceful means and then if that failed I think 
I'd threaten to publish an ad in stamps repudiating the 
II opinion. " 

I am enclosing photographs herewith. 

If this cover was in the collection Sandy sold 
to Hardy surely he will recall it. I'll gamble that it 
wasn't. 

I'll send you additional prints if you want them. 

Hastily yours, 



Mr . Maurice F. Oole, 
C. n .Harrison Bldg., 

Ferndale 20, Mich. 

Dear Mr . Oole: 

Oct. 1st, 1945. 

Our mutual friend Don MacGregor was kind enough 
to give me your address because 1 thought that you 
Ylould be very much interested in the enclosed photosraph. 

This stnmp was loaned to Me by Atherton over 20 
years ago , but I have no idea wher~ it is today. In later 
years we discovered a strip of three containing the same 
stamp. Several weeks ago I wrote an article on this most 
remark ble double tranl'lfer for the American Philatelist and 
it will appear sometime this winter. 

In years pn.st I have inquired of a number of 
collectors who specializes in the ~lack Jack and in every 
case, none had ever run across a copy of this stamp. 

Kindly accept the ploto with my compliments. 

You will doubtless recall that I montioned Black 
Jack covers showing 4t rateR and that I was at a loss to 
account for such rates, Deing convinced thnt they had some 
meaning and were not simply Ip' over-payments of the '0/ rate. 

I am enclosing three covers from my reference collection 
which .are rather unusually typical·. You will note that all 
three S 110W different offices 01' origin, viz - 0 inc inna ti, New 
Haven, and Indianapolis, but all three are addressed to Hartford, 
Oonn. Two are addressed to the same party but all three evidently 
went to the same address. It hardly seems possible that in each 
case, nothing but 2~ stamps were on hand, requiring over-payments. 
I have not only seen a number of these 4i Black Jack covers but 
quite a few 4¢ rates paid by pairs of the 2¢ 1869, as per photo
graph enclosed of a typical exrucrple. In fact, I have a cover with 
a 2i 1869 and a pair of the l¢, used from a town in ,Nebraska to 
an address in Kana as. 

I would like to know why these various pieces of mail 
r equired 4i, and would be interested in the loan of any unusual 
covers that you might own in this same class. 

J.4y old friend Atherton was the leading specia.list in the 



't #2. 

:r. Maurice F. Cole, Oct. 1st, 1945. 

Black Jack twenty years (or flore) ago. I am wondoring if you 
have ever been in touch with him. 

Tony Russo, of Ch icago, is also quite a"Black .Tackor. If 
Tony is President of the Chicago Philatelic Society. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 
• 



TEL.EPHDNE : R . O . 1344 

Circuit Court CommissioZler 
OAKt..ANO COUNTY 

Jtcnley 
lOl) Hen 
Fort Th 

Deae Mr 

HOUSE PHONE : l...1 . 2-5608 

MAURICE F. COLE 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

C. H . HARRISON BUIt..OING 

FERNOAl...E 20 . MICH I GAN 

c to er 15, 19'± 5 

I h~.ve your letter of vct.:>ber 1st, ",[!clo::;ll g 
some covers dllQ photo3r::-phs, dnd I appreciate your writing 
me dLo. tne: ir,tt;rest tuat you SIlOW In Bl:;CK: .~aCK:s . 

I had never run Bcross e coPy of tne stcmp 
shown in the photogr=prt submitted dna I ~m glad to Know 
a~Jut it. Tnan~s fJr tne photo of thIS interdstir: item. 

The re9son I have d~layeQ answerirl3 you LS bec::.use 
I n::.Q galle through my covers ana h-5o Inaae a tl...,te of t.1e 
covers shJvli:,.::', tn,=, 4 cent rate, p:liu tj t,o BlacK: .JacKs. :S 
esti...:;te of 50 wa~ about ri3nt, as 1 believe I four,d between 
~O end 60. I ~m enclosing tne lUe,nor=nda shovnnJ tHe point 
or origin =,,,a JesLJination of' tnesc iterl1s. I scribbled Dff 
th~ data r:lttler nurrIcdl.j ;:'liU my steno r_ oner \t~::,S not able 
to read my writing in ::.11 instances, oS I notice there are 
severdl errors, Gut the inf'orm::LJion is sU.lIL ... ic;llt to 1l,QICaLJe 
t n;; t t n is,:: c en t r::A t e 'y, = sus 8 a r 0 LJ (1-.. r f r e que lit 1 J • I I{, 01...1 1 d 

, be l,lessea to Gear of :lny cOllclu ~ion tne. LJ you may reach 
relative to V',hy tnere were so In=ny covers ~,i tn tdt.. t vo ~L:lcK: 

J3CKS. 

Tne p.lo-togr=ph of the p::;ir of 2 cent, 1869 stc::.mps 
is c;lso very interesting. 

but no 

i tn 

SOIJe cOrl'eSpol.oence wi tn I,Jr . rltnerton 
so. 

uesti0n tna t.. LJterests Ule in con •. eCti01, 
but will save tndt f~r a l~ter lette~. 

I return the tnree covers which j,)u sent, to<:?;etner 
with LJhe Olle photo~raph ana ;:;,pl:--'reciate your courtesy in sub
mittirlg these to me. 

l',_Fe ; 'YG 
Encl 

Yours 

P . S . I am sendIng the list of 4: cent cove s--in ~ separate 
envelope. 

------~-



Oct . 2,1, J.945. 

Or. H. P . Atherton, 
1562 'ain St ., 

~prin&field, P~ss . 

Dear Herb: 

Evpry once in awhile 1. run acr-OGS a cOVor' 
from one ~. t of the countp'J to ~ Lothe.!' with a 
pall' of Blne1-: ~Tacl:s OI'R pair' of ,S,~ IBI;g ts. '8 

carrier fees '~re nbolie" 0. us of J ly 1, IJ6~, 
th so ite she no CR! r 1(' r 8 ir;nL':'icnnc!e • I n 3 SUf'lAd 

thR": sue1 COVE'r-:,', (> , Jy OV' rp~ y ,c.:.ts of the 3~! 
rat. e but I he ieve I he. T'" ., e en • f.!' too .. :la...'>1Y (; 
justify snch < thJory. 

In 0. etroit v)llect i on 0~ n! HC>': .Tt cks , t 10 

o ner, 'jOlc:, hfl.~ betvreen 50 EO : .J. co'! 1"8 1"lit11 
pairG of thA r.1tn p. Do yOll 4/ rute? 

' .. hilo f' '.10 1i..:,ht 1- (' r>~>U!1l1l,1 I to .bont ":'e03, 
!J.n oricll\~ havE; no at j Ibo!\v co e ~t"'L. .s . 

Gun Q1 te] 1 ,0 i- at eh c vo::"' RJ'e fn 21"1;r 
cO.rrraon n'l n. so f :rou h~vo fl.!l./ i .. fo ... ation to 
eco~ t fo!' such u r ~e? 
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Just read your letter here at office. 

When you get a chance to look at the Uola Uoll'n 
of BJs, see if these pairs and two 2t come mostly 
from one town - ~hiladelphia - or are they scat
tered all round promisouously. 

It they are mostly from ~hila (which I doubt) you 
will look at these covers, front and baok, and you 
may be able to disoover something that I was unable 
to find owing to lack of covers. Among "som'!) sixty" 
colleoted here 'n there, you should get a fine oross 
section thro these united states, and if nona show 
any oonstant handmarks, well, they are overpaids. 

It is quite possible that SOME Phila oovers were 
bonafide "CARTUER" covers. Look at the ~hila cov
ers, and see if any have that small ring with bi~ 
numeral "2" inside, - where we normally see a "l • 
Have had the. big "2" off cOTer; but not on. It was 
used on pmk that had "CITY DBLIVERY" among other 
wordings in black; but not in blue so far as I was 
able to see. 

Yeah, the 2t '69 in pairs and twosomes was doubtless 
just an Overpaid, same as BJs. 

Ocean going mail used the 2t BJ quite a lot to make 
up proper postal rate - remember the Needham 90t '61 
legal size cover had a BJ or two to make correct rate 
but I have never seen any Inland 4t rates made up of 
two 2; stamps at this period. 

Hope this finds you well 'n 'appy. Sincerely, 'arb. 



t 

PHILIP H . WARD . JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3 

October 24, 1945 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
100 Henry court 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

Thank you for sending the Colson bulletins 
which have been read with a smile. They are re
turned herewith and I thank you. 

I am mailing your letter today to a friend 
in the Post Office in Washington and as I expect 
to be in Washington tomorrow, I will follow it 
up with a personal call. 

Regarding the 4¢ rate, I have 2 or 3 covers 
in my own collection. Two of them, as I recall, 
have pairs of the 2¢ 1869 and one has a pair of 
the 2¢ Bank Note--National, I suppose although I 
am simply going by memory. 

I am under the impression that all three 
of my covers are addressed to France although 
here again I may be entirely wrong. 

I am returning your photographs and just as 
soon as I can get anything definite, I will let 
you know. 

PHW,JR:rmw 
enc. 

PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 



t , 

) 
}tr . ' flu :;'''' ice:. Cole, 

C. H. Harrison Bld~. , 
Ferndale 20, J1ch . 

Dear Ml"' . Col e: 

Oc t . 24 , 1945 . 

lay I thank Y01 1 very ki::1dly f or your 
l ettel'> of the 15th and for thA li~t of your cOVp's 
shov~·in~ 1'- :>ates . I '.VA.D l'flt.h€!p amazed thnt you hA.d 
so ;,mn~r of theftS anc' f1"oI'1 ~0 ['lany difforent SO'tll--' c es . 

~he rqte o~ p03tage was 3~ r~o~ 1351 until 
1883 &nd there 1vas no "carrier rno!! nftor Jul-y 1 , lBGo. 
I know oi :10 cp(-cial service 0:1 nny of. t,LFjf<G lrd-tors 
th !J.t 1"0<';'''11 ired 11.11 ext'Y'H ')e)~~v in lJOti tnrte . I JlY flOt 
bel i evo tb!.~t the;T ",ere ;111 over'pcc;,nne Ylts oJ.' the 0~1. 'Y'ate , 
Cond i tj_ons we're far dl.1'ferent in tl ose cloys f'}~o~! tho 
pr e sent but WG c.o not find peo;,lc today ,:1' inc 4~~ in 
po staC;B v·,"L1erG only ). '- if' ·"eq1.. ir·cd. 

:r am I.mkir.e nIl in"Hsttsation U'lC if I turn up 
any facts: "'ill '08 r lul.F'ed to advbe you . 

If y01'!. hnve u:J.'Y phJ,latelic prohlom that bother>s 
you I ' ll gladly elvc you any assistance thatI cnn . 

Binerely .lours , 

.. 



• 
UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS 

AND COVERS 

15'2-
H. P. ATHERTON -3+&MAIN STREET 
SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. S. B. shorooK, D 0 6th 1945 
100 H nry Court, 
Ft. Thorr~s. K ntuok. 

!)ear Stanby, ••• Been busy - 'sous d lay. 

();vi g t NO incicati n of WAY or SLE'AMBOAT in th s pair f 2¢, am 
quite credulous s to these ~~t s being of th s type - think they 
tTIST BE just overpaids. The cover ith the EXTRA l~ 169 ight have 
been applied thro ignorance - illogical, tho. 
The 2~ cover to Canada "Ir.HT have had added mount paid by cash, r 
stamps, and no record sh~/ing on the cover - no? 
Havent any decent Stamples ; but ill rerllember when uch arrive. 
Name of th man in Phila Trust Officer in Bank, is " rlUst.rong". He is 
out for all th advio he os. gather - Grnti - re crith what 
he insist is a FI;E 7RlE in a strip - vertical I thir.k. I told him 
to have it photoed, then the vi e would HAVE somethi.g to go by 
ra ther tt.an "word 0 mouth". H talked a good lin ; but I' never 
able to "Talk st mpe" h re g od ones are concerned. 
Just 20 years ago I offered a ad 300 ~or his bundl of le¢ '47 
covers. ~ w him yest~rday, ana he said he'd be over yesterd yaft r 
noon; but no come! Sa.id he still had em, an' a lot or • nhat'll 
1 do? He's crazy as a bed lug. Marri d Milli n B 1 r! 

Sinoerely, ~ ~ 
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TERMS OF SALE 

1. All lots are sold to the highest bidder at a slight advance over the second 
highest bid. 

2. Terms of sale are strictly cash and all lots must be paid for within ten days 
of receipt unless arrangements are made prior to the sale for deferred 
payment. 

3. Persons known to me will have their lots forwarded im mediately. All others 
will be notified and the lots will be forwarded upon receipt in full. 

4. The right is reserved to withdraw any lot listed in the sale. 

S. Title to each lot remains in the name of John A. Fox until paid for In full 
by the purchase~ 

6. Care has ,been taken to describe the lots correct ly. Should a claim of error 
of description arise, such claim should be made within five days from date 
lots are received. I guarantee all stamps 10 be genuine. unless stated otherwise. 
Lots offered "as is" are not returnable at any t ime. 

7. Lots not taken up within ten days after notification may be resold by me. 

8. Scott's Standard Catalogue has been used to classify the stamps and covers. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Superb - Excellent condition, mathematically centered and truly all that can be 
desired in a stamp or cover. 

Very Fine - Perfect in every respect but not as well centered as a Superb item. 

Fine - A sound copy not damaged but the perforations may cut into the margin. 

Damaged - All stamps classified as damaged have their defects accurately 
described. 

* -Mint 

o -Used 

83 ~Block 

C8:1-Cover 

ABBREVIATIONS USED 

O. G.-Original Gum 

N. H.-Kever Hinged 

S. E.-Straight Edge 

T. I3.-Top or Bottom 

O. C.-Off Center 

S. -Superb 

V. F.-Very Fine 

F. -Fine 
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Dr. Carroll Chase, 
R.F.D. 1, 

Milford, N.H. 

Dear Doc: 

100 Henry Court, 

Fort ThoY:1as, Ky. 

Oct. 19, 1945. 

Note enclosed - this was sent to me by Krug. This 
cover sold at :~ 137. 50 in this sale and the price was on 
the level. Cole bou["p.t it and Ward was the runner-up. This 
cover was descl"ibed by Foz as a mystery. 

My opinion is - that the li being invalid and of no 
use that the writer stuck it on the cover to get rid of it. 
I suppose the Bloods carried the letter to the Philadelphia 
P.O. 

At any rate, the li 1857 was not legal at Philadelphia 
in October 1861 or even in September 1861 and hence it could 
not have performed any postal service. A tobacco tag would 
have served just as well. Do you agree? 

Yes I suppose th8.t Ackerman is a precancel nut and 
belongs to the Rich Gang. I hope you give them the works in 
your Utah installment. 

Regards -

e.· 01 ~CA. ~. 



, 
Dr . Carrol l Chase , 

R. F . D. #1, 
1'Hlfo rd , N.H. 

Dear Doc : 

100 Henry Court 

Fort Thomas , Ky . 

oct. 24 , 1945 . 

Rc - t -lat Fox cover - Ward tells me that all 
Blood's were acid canceled. If I evcr knew this I had 
forGotten it • . At any rate I neve' had. any interest in 
Locals. 

The Dlood copy on tho CO" f~r 'Vms not acid canceled, 
theref ore , "';l"('d 's theory is th!lt the 'T iter Pl1.t a 3J '61 
and the T)loods 011 the envelope and inter-dad to put the letter 
in a '9100d box, but InQtead put it in a U. S . box . When re
c e ived q t::'he ?!-1i lq • P . O. tht} 0¢ staup ',-as canceled with the 
targct .n<l the !'REC 'D - OCT 1" appl ied (a Phila . Yl1n.rl{ing ). 
The add:::-'cssee vms not i I- ied that thc letter ViaS beine; held for 
It po stage , and the addl~0 s see being a dumb cluck sent a l¢' 
1857, a stump that was then invaJ. ide Not wishing to bother 
further they ("'")1: l 1a. p . 0 .) put the l~t 1857 on the enva lcpe and 
f orwarded it. 

The f l aw in t'11s theory 1s that instead of f orwarding 
it with an illoga l stamp, they c i\.11 d very eaaily have sent it 
with "DUE 1 " , [nd handstm:lped it with the Vlell known l'Old Stamps 
Not Re cognized" - and Further - On _.ll1 il lIHeld f or pos tabe, 
the Philadelphia Office WR.S in the hllbit of handstamp:'ing such 
mail, "Held Fo r .e o stage." 

Any further COLlI'lents will be appreciatod. 

Re - the Hiogo cover. I want the ownor to be thoroughly 
~. satisfied so I am handing you a check f o r .:'5 .00 additional . 

Regardless of the cO'lf!r's value I had to have it in the Ylork I 
an doing and I sure was deliGhted to Get it. 

I sure was amused at your romarks 0'1 the llNOUVELLE ORL ';ANS 
- 1801." Konwiser thinks he r as all the ans ' 'ers . I can well 
imaGine how pleased you were to turn up the "NUEVA ORLEAl~S" . 

I suppose ~rn ie and Marie hRve returned to New York. He 
wrote me that he had a wonderful visit with you . It is to be 
r egr e tted that he won 't be in Chicago next week . 



, 

# 2. Dr. Carroll Chase, Oct. 24 , 1945. 

Say hel lo to Jean for us , and if you will take her out 
to Cleveland with you , I'll take Mildred up -ith :nee Otherwise, 
I won 't. 

Sorry to hear you have a cold and tru8t that you are 
both bet ter. 

Did you read V.'ard's remarks on Colson in ekeel ' s - I think 
I f orgot to nention same to you . 

With reeards -

Yours etc ., 



.. 

f 

Mr. Philip H. ",'nrd, Jr., 
1616 'alnut St., 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Dear Phil: 

100 Henry Court 

Fort Thomas, Ky • 

oct. 24, 1945. 

RBgard ing the Fox cover. I wrote Chase about this 
i tern and I quote his reply: 

"I see no possible reason for the I¢' '57. Pretty 
an~~ay. 'Rec'd Oct l' a Phila. marking? And why the date? 
Did they hold the cover 4 days before sending it on? Possibly 
the 3~ 61 was added on Oct. 1st by the sender?" 

I am in receipt of yours of the 22nd, and I must admit 
that there is no doubt about one thi~g - viz., that your gue8s 
is as good as any other. In fact, if all Bloods at this period 
Vlere Hcid canceled, then it is quite possible the letter Vias 
dropped in a U. S. box with the Bloods and the 3¢' 1861 and received 
at the Philadelphia P . O. on Oct. 1st. Porhaps the addressee was 
notified that they -TOre holdinG the letter for nonpaynent of the 
l~ carrier fee to the Philo. . P.O . Perhaps the ad dressee then sent 
the I¢' 1857 , and considering it useless to argue further, the P. O. 
clerk put the stamp on and forwarded the letter on Oct. 4th, 1861 . 
It see~s possible that the target was applied at the same time as 
the "Rec ' d Oct . I . " 

In the above event, an invalid stanp did actually pay a 
carrier sorvice . 

This may be so ewhat si .. ilar to that 5~ 1847 "Tehama" cov~r 
which as you will recall had a pair of 5¢' 1847 used from Tehama in 
1855 or 1856. The stamps were invalid for postal use, yet they ' 
paid the rate . 

Your theory is O.K . but for one flaw. The Philadelphia 
office should have marked the letter "Old Stamps Not Recognized" 
and placed on same "Due 1." 

Covers are known from the Philadelphia Post Office which 
were dropped in boxes without pa~nent of the carrier fee and which 
have "DUE 1". Rather than notify the addressee to forward 1/, 
I b elieve that it was the custom at the Philadelphia Post Office 

. to forward the lotter with "DUE 1" , the same as Boston did. One 
other point in your theory is worth considering. If the letter was 
held from the 1st to the 4th for payment of the I¢' carrier fee, do 
~ou not believe that the envelope would have been handstamped, 
'Held for Postage"? Philadelphia did use such a marking and I have 
a record snowing its use where the carrier feo was not mid. I 



, 112. Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr., Oct. 24, 1945. 

also have New York examples with such a marking, i.e., letters 
dropped in U.S. boxes at New York without payment of the carrier 
fee. 

I never received my copy of Mekeel's with your remarks 
on Colson so I am today writing Stilphen to forward me a copy 
by first-class mail. Was there any reaction from Colson? 

With r egA.rds -

Yours etc., 

, 

.~ 



.. 

oct. 24, 1945 . 

~r . ' . R. DflVis, 
?6 Brooks St. , 

e~L o' ... o.r<l , .. a~s . 

Dear rIr . :Javis: 

Re - tho Fox cover wi th 3)! '61 - Blood I~ocal and 
I i l8G? I have} f u. so.::!c furthor corl'cspo.1dence 'llith 
Phll ar~ on this co~er aId he i fo~~ed e tlmt the loed 
stanp waf' not used, as it lUS not acid canceled. Ho 
st lted thnJ.; the Blood Go l:JHny alrJElYs ca'1cel"ed t wir sta..'lPS 
v'i~h Hn • eid "'lPich chnn .... cc or de:..·tro: eel the ink . I really 
. 'u.s llO: • war of this fact, but I flJ1 no st luent of Locals . 

'w;ard ~ s th0017 wus rlD foJ.low"Js: 

'J: 10 .,. itor :)11.J:: or! H 3/ 18el 'uld a Bloo .. on tht1 en
vel opfl \' ith tro '~1t0ntt l n of huvi I[ Blooa. take ~t co tho 
Po. t Office. but i1"st )eI it ''1(' dl~OOA;d L1 U. S. ')OX . "'len 
recel',; d Rt' t,l-e P-"11'1 . . '"1. ,"'0.) I tC)l l E ~ c'1ncflled ";i1:11 the 
target ~-:d :Lc n:'lrlcl.~g 'free Ie' - Oct 1", ap.ll.iul.. 'rho (!.Ct '£'os~oc 
wn: lotificd a Iptt~r q: bei.g hel l ror o~e cent def:cie'lt 
post~CG, whereupon th ndupcc's n f orVlux'dc( e. Is; 1857 ,'b.<. !:~. 
The l Or. t Office clprk~ 'J co 1s1 cl"i!1G it [. wante of enere;y and 
P08tfl~/ .. to :.-:'urther prers ;.;'lfJ .>~t.t"'l", put t1'G 1./ ~,tffir!.P 0_ the 
l .tter am: 'H3 .. t it on 11;0 ,; .y. Tl~ls theory soun s vOY'Y GO d , 
but fo r sev reI fla .... :s, vi}~., tho -;-.' ilad.e_p·.,· a off:':c'" sho 1.1d . J.~ ve 
markod the lett(n" tlOld StU!'!)' rot Hl1covnif'c<l,r nna placed on SCtr.".C 

fit to 1." rInd the: done t ... l1s tl'le":r )\lltl :1<. TO oi1ded ~ 10 _ tt{11' 
and n o one :ould have ceon ar 11 :tod to usc nn i!1VHlid st-u. p . 

Covers Fl.: 0 l{nn~m 1. rom tho P':ilnd(}lphin PO[lt Offico ,hieh 
v/erc ( c;?pe( ::"r. bo)tos \'icL.ollt P'>',[llcr.c 0 .. t}~e r~n('rier 1'0 o.n v'h:1.ch 
have "DUE 1 " . ~. th ,r' than "loti!:';T t..hc ulc1rcBsnc to fO'l'" itl!.'d 1/, 
I believe tl¥.lt 1t 'i:an t:ne euC'to..:: at ',,:11 ... i:iladelp:::i.n Pct't )ff1.e 
to for'<ul.x'd tilO lette~~ with IIDUlt; 111, the f-Il' , e nn Bouto ~ did . Ono 
~ther point in the 1-]1001"'- is . oJ.,th consi('lorinco If thc; lot,..t·:.'" '7an 

held from the lEt to t:0 1th fo:' 'y lAut of t}lC I; carrie!' fee , 
is ~ t not reusoEabl, to sup 080 t. t t_le envelope 1O':1.1d ha'IO b(.en 
hands to.l'lped, "Held for Po stDGe ll ? Fhilndol ullin did u q 

(> fluch a 
mqrkinr; flnd I have a rHcond S110\ii. ,: it:- lSO where tho ~~nr!'ier fee 

• ViaS not po. id e 

I have ~'rit to::1 Gale nne. t s :ed. him t o contact t.1C pors on 
who owns the cover and inquire if he has any o.)j cction to .. 0 

writing an Rrticle on the cover . 



# 2. Mr . A. R. David, Oct. 24, 1945 • 

• . ' 
I'll appreciate your co~~ent3 on the ~ard theory . 

S incer'o l:r your s, 

• , 



.. 
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tr . ~zra D. Cole , 
Uy~c1':, N. t . 

Dear ::i:zra: 

100 Henry Court 

Fo:!."J.:; ThOl'1a s , Ky . 

oct . 24 , 1945 . 

r;e - the C oVer .in "the Fo~:: sale - 3 Jl '61 - Bloods -
Ii 1857 . I t1:,)Uf,ht per.l'O,ps I ould ·.~:r'i to an. nrticl e on 
t'~i8 i:;e .. : and add it to all article on the .3,: plus l~ 
v:hich ;.3 -::'.0';'/ in Broo'_,:lan' s hn.ld;- for p'.'blicntlo!'l . Do ~,rou 
t 'ink the owner woulc1 h~lVC Et!ly objections? I:' so, I vlouldn ' t 
bother. 

:'ny I ask this ques t ion? Did }~e cons idcl' a price 
of -,137 . 50 on thi3 cov~r justi.fied? Does he think thn.t the 
Ii stqmp paid uCJ rate? If so , leGally? 

YOU2S )tc ., 

, 

, 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

COLLECTORS CLUI 

COMMISSIONS EXECUTED 

• APPRAISALS 

II 

Dear Stan: 

E Z R A D. COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N . Y. Telephone Nyack 964 

October 27, 1945 

I have your note about t 1e lot in tIle Fox sale. yvard was the 
runner up on this, ffild he wanted it badly. Also Fox had some 
bids of !j;i75. or more on the book. 

You know who the buyer was. If you don't, I think you will find 
out in Chicago, for I think he expects to be there. It was not 
H.C.B., but I can tell you he is a very good friend of yours. 
I'm not trying to be mysterious, only I make it a rule not to tell 
who I buy things for. I don't think he would object to your writ
ing up the cover at all. 

Cole 



• -. 

Mr . Philip H. War6, Jr ., 
1616 Hnlnut st ., 

Philadelphia 3 , Pa . 

Dear Phil: 

100 Henry Court 

Fort 'I'homas , Ky . 

Hov . 13, 1945 . 

Ferry wrote a friend of l:1ino as follov/s: 

II- ihoever bought th£lt cover in the Fox sale may 
have thought he wus A:et t ing cOF-,binnt ion local and T . [3 . 
cnrrie~ uee , which would indeed be sonething. The lc 
1857 and the "3100d8 st"-.tmp could not pay for -:he same 
service . As a ma tter of fact tho lc 1857 could not pa.y 
for anythinG as it had a l ready boen demonetized . 

In my opinion the letter had only tho 30 18(1 
and Bloods on it when it vms dropped in the govern .• ent 
~ail box ln~tend of in onv o~ Bloods boxes . It wns held 
because the U. S . carrier (collection fee) had not been 
paid . Somebody paid the lc fee in cash whereupon the lc 
1857 wa.s affixed and cancelled Fith the Phila . pmk, the 
object being·to show the reason for the delay in tran3it 
thru the Phila . post office . The lc l8b7 served the snme 
purpose us would a printed or written receipt showing 
that the U. S . collection fee had been collected after t.he 
letter arrivod at the Phila . post office . There are one 
or more o ther possibilities but they seem t o me highl y 
improbable . As neither the Bloods [lta.'I1P nor the lc 1857 
paid for anything I would rllte the cover as Dn intei'"'estine 
cur i o '~hich may well be unique . " 

I thoue;ht thnt you ~ .. ould be interested in the above . 
Ple8.se keep same confidential so ns not caUGe my friena. any 
embarrassment. 

Yours etc ., 

c· 



Feb. 18, 1946. 

Mr. 1. H. Sem::rrott, 
~uite GOl Chal:1ber of CO::1r.lerce Bldg., 

St. L o~ is 1 to. 

Denr I~. Semsrott: 

Ymlrs of the 14th with c~eck for ;5.00 roceived. 
Kindly accept my tli.an~{8. 

e~l"'rr1ing tho gO¢, InGI coveT' to LOip£ig in June 18G7, 
orieinnt 1'1£ in Tin.:r t;foJ:"d, Conn . (June 5rd). ThIn \ 'lS a letter 
to .~flxony , tnd the Si~l£:l(' ""'0 i;e 0": :t o',mer}, 'JaS JOr~ IIVia 
Pruss ian Closed ~.1ail . " Of th i8 30,! the \.3 . s. share W~\8 23~~ 
and tho l'russinn P.O . !). share \Vd~' 7~!. !roLo th(~ "ZU il ovr:r 1/4." 
This panelled W:)1')O wns applied in tho 'o'~oic;n Division of the 
Bos ton P. O. and the "28 II 1nd lca ted 28i c.c'odi t to tb.e Pruss ian 

.O.D. a d the "4 11 in"dicated the Eizo' of thcrate, or a quad-
ruple, hence tbe-!f28t ll eroJit :,ras ·1 X? ThIs rives 11S the 
size of the to'cul .C>lto '!;'hi~h \':a8 p 'op~.icl, or '1 x ~')o)i - ,.,1.20 . 
The cover s' ows n paYl!'~ont in sta.;ps 01 01.10, honea Hi t110Ut even 
a close exnmination of tho cov~r It is evident t~t a ~tump (or 
stalnps) is ra1.ssine. 

There ViflS undoubtedly anothef' 10}~ lBGl '.vhich is missing 
and it WH 8 originally a00 ve the veY't i cp..I p8 ir of lO~( or O!l tho 
spot vlhere vm :':0',; f _nd t!le pen !lIe '7. !I Furt:"el' it TUIlS probably 
canceled 'itL ;'he . ~l 10 rml£Emca cork e..f.! t~1e othElr t·;o r:to.ulp8 fLl1d 

it Vias qlRO tied by tiLe !T1\1r.·lfi.f"'ord p.ll. p!.lrt of which you noted 
just belo'H the pon "18th .Jun. If :r-~ :lissinE: stJUllP _'l~l.d to be a 101 
1861 as JUliO 5, 1867 i QuId hnvc lV:len t00 eu.:.">ly for a grj.ll .. 

\'nen thit~ l~ctor reache t e :-'OX'Cig~l David.' '1'1 t: e clerk 
ronde an e i'"'ro I' ann usod the doubl(-~ r:.~ ',e p08 tmllrk, ~'h1.ch hall a 
"14" (rodit ( 2 x 7), 0Ut jjenoticed 1'1:" ~rl;orand ero~sod out the 
fin" and ,,~p .. lied t:1. bne '.: .. 1eh \'(lS 1Jf'od on 1iCh l'ntefl <~'1 ~ did not 
include thA sum of the c 'eeJit. 

In my op" 10:l this cover 
nihl e~!1dcnce points to that f ct 
cover that illdie;utos )ther~vis~ . 
on tho r""verSd. 

is genuine i.'! cvm~y J:'M'pO.~t .s 
<tnd t .or6 is nothlne about tho 
I huvo penc iled b:r ondo i"so !'.Emt 

Via Pl~ussian Closod l;'8.il meant that such 'lUil Via: conveyed 
thru Eneland in sealed bags - thus IICloscd M~.il ." We 80ttled v:ith 
England by bu11{ leight, not per sepa:'2.tc piece of mail. Prm:! 
England the mail (ont thru Belgium and entered. (1erLue.rry at "AACH':: I' 
(Au - 10. - Chappelle), where the bur;s W('re op~ned and the Jail 



~2. Mr. W. H. Seosr'ott, Feb. 18, 1946. 

distributed for various parts of the German Postal Union. Thus 
the blue "AACHEN" of "Jun 1711 and Franco or Paid. 

Our PO! tal tr~> aty with Pr'lssia provided that mail could 
be forwarded either prepaid or unpaid, but no part payments could 
be .lade, eithor all or nono. On an unpaid signle rate :SO¢' (or
its equivalent) was collected in Germany and 23¢ was credited. to 
the U. S. P .O.D. However we placed a debit in black of 23¢ on the 
lettor. Settlements were nude quartel'ly on balances. .~ 

?E'rhr\p8 you -yonder why VIe retained 23rj out of each s ine;le 
rato and Prussia only r3c~ived 7i. It V'I~s because we paid the 
Atlantic sea postage and the British transit.. This amounted to 16¢' 
aea, 5rjU . S. internal, and an estimated 2¢ for transit thru 
Britain. russia paid. the chanr.el ~rl1nsit to Aachen llncl the German 
internal (5¢) with the 7¢. You will note that the Boston p.m. 
reads, "SoStO:1 '31"'. Pkt." In other words, the letter · .... ent by 
British l'.~ai l S ip (Cunu;"d Line) from nostO"1 to Liverpool. 

I fln enclos1ng (~vite an interesting coyr.r which illnstrat,es 
some of tl1C poin:~ s r~lf)l1t ioned a 1)ove .. 

TInre Wf) ha~'e n lettor to l~e::'l in'lith a pa~l'nont of 3i. The 
stump i~ ttod by the "New Yorl: 17'O"" oig ! .£xcl.ange po~tnark .with 46.'1 

ing in b lnck it 18 a dob it mur -inG, 0. d of coul' se the . 46" debit 
inclicfltos 9. (1ouble rate lettor (~ :c 23 debit). Thp 0:: 8 t mnp YJflS d :ls 
reg · rded and eH) lotte!' W8.S 1"o.t6o. . s ttntirel/ U

ir
f,8.id 'Ivlth 6q/ due 

in Bel-"lirl, l 4¢ 0 ::' ... :hich WuE: to be ret-ained 8nci ll)l teed to the 
credit' of the U.:). P . O.D. 

It is 1~10St unusual to E'ee a s-l:; mp canceled with exh anso 
mltrkings os it Via'" contrary to the reGUlations to place ti:~o8e on 
s~amps. 

Yo viiI}. ~ot:c tl1'lt t1"1i::: 1 ttf' r ·;ent Vi'l "A"lcricnn Packet . " 
The d~lto was ;tmo 1855. 

A COVOI' ~':.ch as t'11f' i8 ,\u ite 1'11:>e hence tl""le pT' ice of ',/1 '7.50 
which l Ara asxing for it. 

One n ora viord - tho postal treaty with .i.'russia "'lent lnto 
effect i n Octo1:i&r 1852. The olue pen .na::..'k"ings on l':W cov(~r 8:('e the 
Prussian due lTJflr ings equivaloJ t to 60¢ in our cU:r>1'ency. 

Your 90~ cover i [3 q"l' i t o ~ n interest ing study hence I doubt 
if yon I; ill cn re to part \"';j, th it but in ce.~ e yo~l. WO\) 1<1 I will re
mit the fee of ~5 .00. 

I am rctur;:ing Acre ':ith you:." threo c ov~rs Hnd i f there nre 
any points t 1at you de not understand plea~1e ndvir-.(3 me. 

Sincerely ycmrs, 



, )' ,." I I 
\.~ 





r . (Jhllr1c. • !~croni , 
141. "onudnock dg . , 

Chicago '.I: , Ill . 

ell:"" Ch; ck: 

Oc t • ~ , 1 ~"17 • 

It .:' 
but you put n 
ans·er . 

co to ecoive YOUI'''' of the 7th, 
lc~ up to c thut I four I ctnnot 

Hero lith v 

is too v'"'~d th t 
A,C' it ht ~ve 
l( tt ,y> 

soon as _~_ 

Ii tl1~ 
hould 

not qli'Lc 
that the 
a 1 tt r , 

I u· ... o all eo u 
!·c,· 11:' fo:~ his 

e ~C la ning to attc 
next eek-e d at.a I ope to soe 

ith cst .. ~cge.rd .... -

Cordi~lly you~s , 

ti n 

- .. -
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·Tune Ie , 1947 . 

~s . F . c. Ali~ ~ aw , 
Fort Piorce Fla. 

Def r 'i1'8 . Alispaw: 

I ar.1 - aturnine the ."'arrlngto letter 
her "ith and' dVise you to end it to Hr . Ryan at 
Di::"L inghn . Ono lOuld surmise i'l"Or.l this letter 
that trMiss Cofield" ~as n ot" AI's . --arrington , II 

but f~om all ~he information th t I ha7e been able 
to gather they traveled together so pcrhap,s if she 
ViaS a Il IJiss" she should h'.:.V6 been L '''Irs . I 

'Y'hey sold SO.tie fa'w e O'"e::'8 to w' . cCall 
of ! nroevilJ.:e , .~lu . last :~ovember , nd if I re
member c or:i. .... ectly th '. 'ere introduced to 1im b an 
uncle of 1 iss Cofield V.'hO~l t 16 pail' v:tsi ted In 
Monroeville . 

~.rhe anclos ed 1 etter is ~ll:theY' maus i~g and 
I voul not 'aka it ~orio sly . It is c'itc evident 
thHt the"" vmnt you to release the 1'<1. nudulent l!ltltcI"ial 

• that they raId you . 

Sincerely your's , 

. . 



~~:-
~ 

~~~ . 
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Mr s . F . C. 1 i~ pa J, 

Indian River Drive , 
Fort Plerce, Fla . 

Dear Urs . Alisp!l:'l: 

June l~ , 1947 . 

In reply to your lotter of t e 7th, I suegeot that 
you 7rlte to the followine official , oxplain the situation 

nd request hi •. l to kindly advise you ·1hcthcr or !lot ~ ou 
should -"sturn the alLllm and covers, 01'"' "lhether . c wo lld 
like for you to turn them over to hi or some othc~" Govern
ment offiCial . YOt~ night explain to 1m t _9.t I a vied you 
to withhold them until you 701"'8 p~"'oporly advised b:r so e 
Gove:enment offici a1 , because I f nred t lc'lt if you . otuJ."!~ed 
them to "he ITarringi:;ons that t1.cy mig: t turn risht around. and 
sell them to SO;!l.e other in!".ocont buyer . 'rite 

i~r . TO'l"ronce V. Ryan, 
PQ O. 30x 693 

Blrn1nghnm, Ala • 

The e'l York Sho 'IUS surely marvelous but it as most 
t oo big. J {'tor I : eturned homo I re(.li7,ecl t_ ~ t I didn ' t get to 
see 10;0 of t ... 10 cx..hihits but I supposo that visiting 'lith old 
friends is even norc enjo~ablc than looking at philatelic 
rarities . 

I as. u e you thrl t it was a pleasnre to moet you , and 
if at nny time I can be of any assistance ~o you ~ trust thqt 
you \1i11 ,oTite • Collectors , in purchas~ng stamps and covers, 
should be UiOl"O careful . They should denl only with reputable 
dealers and should have all valuable items expertized. Pur
chas ing valuable philatelic i te s 'vi thout certificates of' genu
ineness is si ilar to buying prop ~ rty lithout even having tho 
title examined. 

Sincerely yours , 

P. B. I return the Cofield letter . 1 noto that she uses 
her laiden namo . I wonder ~hy? I u pose that there is no 
doubt but what he _8 arried vO al"!'ington. You might send 
this letter to !'r; Ryan and call his ntte _tior.. to this point .• 
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.... / MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
., ~ CHAI RMAN . 

~ 

MYRTLE E. CROOKS 

SECRETARY 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP 

PRECII~CT AND POSTOFFICE 

No. 1-"Ind1'io" 
ROBERT W. LENNARD 

MRS. CARL E . HELSETH 
FORT PIERCE, R.F.D. NO , 2 

No. 2-·"City Hall" 
J. W. WILSON 

MRS. LELA CATO BROWN 
FORT PIERCE 

No. 3-" Walton" 
w. H. LENNARD . WALTON 

MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
FORT PIERCE 

No. 4-"St. Lucie" 
AL WILSON 
MRS. SUSAN FULLEN 

ST. LUCIE 

STATE COMMITTEEMEN 
WALKER LIDDON 

ETHEL D . SNELLGROVE 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEEMEN 

FLEM C. DAME 
EMMA H. SAUNDERS 

FORT PIERCE. FLORIDA 

MRS. J. W. CORBETT 

TREASURER 
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MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
CHAIRMAN 

MRS. BESS OVERSTREET 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

MYRTLE E. CROOKS 
SECRETARY 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMI1TEE 

W. I. FEE 

MRS . S. F. OVERSTREET 
FORT PIERCE 

No. 7-"Kille1's" 
C. B. KNIGHT 

MRS, W, N . CROOKS 

FORT PIERCE 

No. B-"Oramge A ve. Ga1'age" 
J. A. KENDALL 

MRS. J . W, CORBETT 

FORT PIERCE 

No. 9-"Bluefield" 
R. L. WILEY 

MRS. JACK ROGERS 

OKEECHOBEE 

STATE COMMITTEEMEN 

FORT PIERCE. FLORIDA 

) 

MRS. J. W. CORBETT 
TREASURER 
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ray Snel . 1~H7 . 

JI!. •• n . Fred C. 1 ispaw, 
1.'( in ivcl" Drive , 

Fort Pierce , Fla . 

~ dear "rs . Alispaw: 

Thank.. very much for your of the 28th and the 
1'ive cove-r~ . 'ich --: el'l :,""et\li"~lin..: 1l~'" ',ith. I nm "Rendlng you.r 
lett€' .... to 0 r mutual .Li~ieiAd Hnr:r·y "ele S finel when ho returns 
it. I ':ill n nd it dmm to l'!'. 'nj-dn tjycr- of the Confederb.te f 

::tnmp .:'11io.nce . 

TLe lliance . f' bavi. '-i t d in!101' in II ;w York during 
the 'J':'e P! :!.lr~olic .'.Y.hibi~~on tr..c t.i(~dl0 of t'.i~~ ... ont.l an(~ 
if I. In invitvd to l:la'=e ::iny 1'0 la1'l~r I intend to make '!nontion 
I)~ trLf Hn"':.'i~_vto n . 

I do ot tll:!.nk that ~ 1 f; it; .! '-iuN,tion b.'.t ~'ho.t the 
rerrln[;tons ... ~d th ... ak co e£l_ . For eXl-iI'}::le , I &. enclos:L!!g 
a proto.,:;:-aph of ( [(.ke cov r th ~ they sol c.. to 1"1' . 1'cC::..11 of 
~O~T'oovtlle, Ia . You rill note 01. this cOvt"J, ... the r~nme point
in~ h .c th't th . .r \1::' cd on t c cover with th Po J. roy LocnI . 
'urther v I 1,lVC litf"le (oubt 1:ha l

, the ink of this hand OIl Jour 
cover is the ~u,.e th' t ,-a.' ;h eel to put the post!':lurl: O!1 the 20t 
bisect C0'l10:r> . 'l'he t. FiO Oon~ede!'A.~e ~Jtalu.ps are of cOU1'pe rank 
counte:''1feits and ,ere doubtless :..lade by a firn dovorn in fow 
EnGle d . . 

~~T (ivice to yo 1 is not to r.ay any attont!on to !"iss 
Cofield's clul'i'i l;L "ors - .. 'i .... ·U'tl01' - do 'lot r~tu~n teo 
fakes to he~ unl Sf in~tructed to 0 so by the P. BoI . If you 

-~ 

'l?etuT'n t.h~. -t:hc:r "111 f't''''C'1:'" ~U1': ~'>01 nd n~~. ~ ell th~.l to ~0meo e 
el~e . 

If ~ything n w developo I '10 tru~t that 7/,011 \/111 
ad ise r.1e . 





MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
CHAIRMAN 

MRS. BESS OVERSTREET 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

MYRTLE E. CROOKS 

SECRETARY 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

DEMOCRAT1C EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP 

PRECINCT AND POSTOFFICE 

No. l-"Indrio" 
ROBERT W. LENNARD 

MRS. CARL E. HELSETH 
FORT PIERCE. R.F.D . NO . 2 

No. 2-·"City Hall" 
J. W. WILSON 

MRS . LELA CATO BROWN 
FORT PIERCE 

FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 

MRS. J. W. CORBETT 
TREASURER 
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MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
CHAIRMAN 

MRS. BESS OVERSTREET 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

MYRTLE E. CROOKS 

SECRETARY 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITfEE 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 

MRS. J . W. CORBETT 
TREASURER 

~ ~ ~ 1A.. 36Cl' ~~ 4~'c1!~ 
f/~~ ~-~w,~-i-LO-

MEMBERSHIP -i t:;; ~ ;::7~. C ~ 
MRS. CARL E. HELSETH 

FORT PIERCE. R.F.D . NO.2 

No. 2~"Cit;y Hall" 
J. W. WILSON 

MRS. LELA CATO BROWN 

FORT PIERCE 

No. 8-" Walton" 
W. H. LENNARD. WALTON 

MARY ESTHER ALISPAW 
~f~~'~ 

~~c~~_.tu 
MR~~ .S~~~~E FULLEN ~ ~ ~ -k ~ l 

FORT PIERCE 

No. 4-H St. Lucie" 
AL WILSON 

No. 5-"White City" J r -0 . -
JOHN W. KERR ~ ~ f 
MRS. MARIE THOMAS 

FORT PIERCE. R.F.D. NO.1 ) I--..l... ~, rn L. W ~ ~. ~~ 
No. 6-"Court House" ~ ~ 

W.I.FEE ~ ~ ~~ n'll Fv MRS. S. F. OVERSTREET -+-r, . ~, ~ 
FORT PIERCE ~ 

NO~.7-;"t.:~e;t ~ h fL:..c,' . ~.- ~ ~ 7:t.u 
MRS. W. N. CROOKS a': r 

FORT PIERCE • , () ~ .......... - -V- ~ 
No. 8-"01'amge Ave. Ga1'uge" v...{ 

J. A. KENDALL , .:.tJ. 
MRS. J. W. CORBETT •• ~~ ~ I 

FORT PIERCE ~ r ---

No. 9-"Bluefield" 
R. L. WILEY 

MRS. JACK ROGERS 

OKEECHOBEE 

~~~;.JcO~~~ 
~~~~~~~-e:, 

STATE COMMITTEEMEN ~ (1'V\..(. ~ I 
WALKER LIDDON 'lL 1." () /), -. J-..AI'\. ~ _,,!, • I ) --#1 L~ 
ETHELD.SNELLGROVE ~~ eX ~ ~ ! -.:~ ~ tf1".,--r,;-..J. (~, 
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Mrs . F . C. Alispaw , 
Indian River Drive , 

Port P1erce, Fla . 

My dear l'rs . J\li$pp.w: 

April 14, 1947 . 

Hearty congr~itul'ltions on th~ recove r y of 
YOUi" money from the Har:"'in.3tons . I think that you 
~erc extrcr:ely i'or't1.lna"to becauso it is not an easy 
thing to roeoyer CI10ncy from philatelic crooks Hnd 
at tines the cost to do so leaves little 01~ the 
pl"incipal . 

RC£:f1rdinc; the i terllS that 1:hoy 3 old to ~-ou . 
I wOllle. D.dviE e you not; to l"etUT'n the,m unless advi..'ed 
to do ~o b-.t Chief nalonoy , 1:', the r"o'" ti:-~J.e I think 
tha.t VIe should keep II photo l"'!lphlc record of them 
and if you will forwurd them to me I will maIm the 
photocraphs . nd l"oturn tllE:;!'1 to you by return mail . 

I tl~link that lr. ~."cCall ,ot orf rather eUAY 
as he only pu~chafed about {'50 . 00 from the pair , and 
they 'lave off ::.."ed to make good the; stun. 

If they make a demand for t e irnoedinte re
turn of the itEim8 I S\.lC;Cest that you advise the.n vhat 
you are uc.t i"li~ under> i struc.t ions f.ro[;'l Chief lla.lono;: 
and that when ht" gives you per iss ion to rot'll n thmrl 
that yOll will be e1ad to do so . You miGht add that 
if thifl ifl not agreeRble to thom th1:..t they can cor.mmnicato 
direct with the Chief - t ~n ~ive thom his address . 

Again my congratulut ions lind best \--:ishes . I 
am highly pleased thnt yo')' . 'oro so fortunate . 

Sincorely yours , 

.~ 

C' 



~, 

Mr . ::; . 1e ~bury, 
~8 South Dsarborn st., 

Chicun-o 3, Ill . 

r y deal' i. r . Ne\7bury: 

JUlo·,19_? 

The big Plate 12 piece came in late yeste~day 
ufterno n and it is now in .chemail and on 1 ts way back 
to you . 

I ""omounted the p~,ece for you us 1 t is too 
valuablo ai'lcl rare to bt; no nted the "ay it as. For ax-
e ple, it ";ao hel in place all al'ouna lith pieces of 
hlnp'es . If 8.n~r dru..'lpness ra chad these they '/0 lId bive 
adhered to tho face of tho st, lipS . So I took 'Ghe sheet 
off the old card and: It it on a plnte aBO which sho- s at 
e. glnnce I,ll/hat pooitiom:t ar'e missing . The hhot i~ h Id in 
_laco by s ,vern. pee .able hiTl ;ea and it s protected from 
dirt, etc . oy the special transpnrent covoring . It can 
no' be exhiuL ... od "nthout an:- dunger from h ndllne;, etc . I 
ho~ 3 ycru t. pl' :)ve and like whnt r ave done and if you \.ould 
like y ur other one cent sheets fixed _. liko nanncr, just 
~an( them do· and tt viill be t pleasure for me to ... ix. 
th m l.P_ I ... 

Th 1. cs foY' 1'001'" kludnes in sending tho sheet down . 
I ,: s C l' ul to mako so e exccll(;nt photographs fro lhieb 
I hope t:hat I will be able to plqte m T pieces ~hich turn up 
fro these posit1ons in the left pane . 

1 was pleased that you Ii ad -che Dl". Bacher article . 
As fur ns I aIn U"lare he did not sell his covers but c "ied 
the b ok to 'ngland with him. 

I .7rote Sir Nicholas 1 st ~ ek a~ld discussed briefly 
and in a. nic -: way some of the items that were in his ex
hibit . I believe thut his reply 7il1 be interesting . 

I haven't had a word fron .I~rnie since I left hi in 
Hew York but 1 Sllppo~e he is bu,sy fixing up his cottage for 
the SU. ':1er . 

I am so glad that you ~tood the trip 30 well and that 
you r ached home -lIith no ill effects . ~ildred cer:bainly en
joyed th$lt day she sp n t with J~ s _ Newbury and you . 

OUI' b st regards to you both. 
As ever yours, 



1 r . S • • e /'bury , 
38 South Dearborn s t., 

ell cago 3, Ill. 

'''1 dear r . '1ewbury: 

~ay 29 , 1947 . 

I urn cnclooing horn. ith a copy of the ritish 
publicution rlpHILATELY" 'i':Licb arrived today . I note in 
it quite fine artIcle by Dr. Bucher ~hich illustratos 
the 18 'I COiTors '1hicL he had at tbe ShOl, ulso the 
'utero.QUBe covel... . I 1 ht add that 01_ rticlc like thi 

appoaring i~ n B .... tiah public t ... on ... s cost unusual , for 
the !'ea"'O~l th t t.e "eldoM have hud c.ny roo in the past 
for urtlcles on our stUr.1po . T' J seco .. d "'urprlsing feature 
1s the -';(11 the tory is told - it divulge.., the fl\ct that 
thero is nt leust one .an in the .bole British Isles who 
ha::! reul kno'l ledgo o~ our tamps . hat cQj,""tnit.ly is fine 
and let un hope that ho k ops 'I..1P tl a good J01 k. 

I have ro d thi al'ticla r l~y car fully: and th only 
criticism that 1 can offer is - (1) thnt his refor nee to no 
. 8 qu~te a gross exaggeration, and (2) thn t I rOf.l.lly doubt if 
there are eo ... any (20) such ,covers ill ex':"ste .00 . !y guess 
would be half th t Ilttmb r . 

As f( r us I "1 a nro thore nrc only two co bination 
covers shO\'ing R. R. l!L'lT'kings a.nd it is r-enll rom rknbl in 
my cst1.ntlon that evon thnt many huv a .. ~vived to th rosent 
day . ,Ie h ''10 0.1 o:yn consider-'o thes "CO [bill tion cov rsll as 
very , very . at h :"0 r J.70 it 1 • • mark1n s • 

•. 0 brought out an e;~cell • t point . 
10 oe so vor f .... :: cove:.... uso to .18 a.d 
pay tho 24,t rute . To pr 'Jay by Gt[~. ps co 
a CG. t U18 ut least n b_t of mono ~ with -, 

~. days of long ago. 

Tha Doctor una quite th t I co s:der 
his R. • covor on a pu. \ it Perh ps it 1.11 ht 
not bo ~ flatly 01 Q par so a~ a~ " 0 o~ tho tn ~ 
thomselvos (:.. ... 0 concernod but i. r Eo o:"e 0 ilion the "U. e:l 8.1" 

exceeds the feflture of 'condit: on." I SUppOf 0 I am o_d--rrshion 
but I would far prefer to own the ch r . R. cov .... ., than th 
Bro'm cover. Perhaps _ orlean Philately wlll 0 oda.y gron up 
to appreciate "~It Ii'ore than "condition. U 

This is an excellent article and I thou(~ht that; you 10uld 



#2. ~r. s. Ne~bury, ~uy 29, 1947 • . 

thorouehly enjoy it so I am sending it up to you, but please 
taka good cure of it and return it to me after you have finished . 
Perhaps I ike could profit a bit bJ reading it . 

1 tru t thnt by t h is time you have fully recovered from 
the exertion of t he l ew york trip. 

As ever yours , 

.. 



1-

Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, Inc. 

ADVERTISING 

350 FIFTH AVENUE. Empire State Building. NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

March twenty-fifth 
1 9 4 7 

Dear Stan: 

I send you here.nth a photostat of a very interesting 
cover. I don't know whether Mac sent you one before. The cover 
came to him and he had the photostat made and as you can see on 
the back he describes it. 

I had the cover sent to me and it is undoubtedly genu
ine. The pair of 3¢ stamps at low"er left wrapped around the 
cover. The cancel is in red and a filter discloses that it cer
tainly was used in the month of June and I make it out as June 
23rd. I also think I can make the date out as 1861. Of course 
it couldn't be June 1860 as these Patriotics were not made then. 

The neat problem arises therefore as to 
3¢ 1857's and how it got through Portsmouth, N.H. 
you that the cover was fotind in Admiral Bleeker's 
undoubtedly Kosher. 

how it carried 
I should tell 

effects and is 

Here's a case of the use of U.S. stamps long after June 
21st and with a peculiar 9¢ rate which could be tripled but could 
also be close enough to the 10¢ Confederate rate to allow post
masters to extend a courtesy to a Navy man. 

It's a strange duck and I am having the cover sent back 
to m e and then I will send it to you to see what ultra violet 
discloses on the cancel. I should have said that the red cancel 
is hard to Ead because it falls on the red stripe of the flag. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 

'IELEPBONE: BRyant 9·0445 

Best regards, 



~·i' . L. I,. Shenfinld, 
3t:O l'iith Ave., 

Empire Stute Bldg., 
l'lew York 1, N. Y. 

Loar TJurr-y: 

He - ~"o·v.r5 of tl'c 25th . I ilm returning the photc 
here 'ith of tho Conf0d Pai r:' ot ic Gov-or . . hat hit me in the 
eye V:N~ tIl ... Char Ie rton in l'ad . I never foHV, a Ch£ll'leEton, 
S . C. pO"ltr.8rk of .t} if' type ~.}tr,'ck in l'ed <.lncl I doubt if rec. 
":a~ ev r ll"'CU tLel."e . lU"e you nlr(,; it r(;luas S. C.? I am ~:Old('r
ing if it e01 11d hevs been Cl·nrlefltovm, ~usf:l .. -or-perhu.pa ChB.r-
1estoi'm, ra e (as it \iUQ then cn' lod). 

J::~' the t ~ e vas in .Tune 1851 .:'f.nd it 'v:aB r. ailed nt 
Ch' l'lesto _, .... . '. there :urcly 'i'0 lc.l be so e evidence of ClJnfod 
popta~e - R['< uninc of (. 1E'PO it 'i'aF E t)ne fort of a Flag of 
TrucD eove". If l,.he ;jrt st .. l. ..• ps r~id tho • S.. po sta~o thon of' 
cour tho UE'e \'8..1' PI' tor to the fnll 0::' J.86'. and fubso r l1..:.cnt to 
Feb . lB61 'lhen lJf'V~t' nd .. tophOllO ',"'-,"e elected . 

':'hc B~vcn £ta:!:'~ :llldicc...t03 ~..;hr t t hiB -onvelope Jas I"'.'{de 
enply in t.ho '-'Dring of 1061 . :~:r ~;'li.o< s is ths.:t it V]'lS u~'\Gd 1 of ore 
June 1, 13131, becU't;.~e it '-oes not sho\': ~ll1y Conl'e6 Ol'1gin nd 
tn£ t the t.o~.n \!as no ... Charleston, ~ o C . 

I ;auld lHre t"o .. ~ce t.L(~ or.lt,;inlll and if lOll v'i'2.1 ~end. it 
to l!1e I Vi ill ... o.ke 11 CU,i"Df,tl tc t t nnd J. rry {. Uti. tz la .p . It n08t.'S 
rnthel'" probablo that SO,.J.C}one tOt. hold of n Coni Dei P~ltr~.ot '1c and 
used i'L from one U. 0. P o. to un yt,hel' .. 

I ho.v some photo print~ laid an ::~d ~ fo~ yo 1 - {me is th 
Antrim covel' \'ith the pair of 20¢ Gr ~ "!'1 - EXpl".SS "ail; also 
severel ot er~ for your recor~s. 

Ha.-·old keep. !!In nuvifled O~ "C1pex" Gnd I cf'rtHinly con
eratulHte you on the f'ine ,ork th~ t : on have aceo.1plis"'ed on the 
Oor.fed sect ion of the G. of 11 . ':he Ci ex" is goi!1G to !3Ul"lpnSs 
all expectatoLons accorc:tnc t:o all ::,cports and I am looklng fo::'wurd 
to the y'eok 'lith much pleasure . 

·fit.h regards -
Cordially your~ , 

.~ 

f 
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• Apr11 7, 1947 . 

~ . L. L. Shenf1eld , 
f Doherty, Clifford & Shenf1eld , Inc . , 

350 Plfth Ave ., 
~ew York 1 , N. Y . 

Dear Larry: 

'lhankf' for the eop-- of rour letter to 
!.rr- . Weilor. Please note the e!!closed photo which 
kindly return . I believe that this practically 
proves that the postmark vms "CharlestownJ. ,ass . It 

Uote my erno that this post~ark VlnS struck 
in red and the grids 1.11 bl£lcl~ . 

Yours etc., 

·~ 

f' 



" 

~. 

April 30, 194.7 . 

Mr . H. P. Gaston, 
,S Trinngle Blueberry Plantations , 

South Eaven, I"ich. 

DeRr far . G:, ston: 

Yours of the 2Bth 1"ecol veti . 

hS you are proba.bly a'la.l.'e the bie 
IntE'trnationnl Philatelic Exhibition is to be held 
in l~e\f York on the l?th to 25th of this month. 
I am leaving .on the 15th and I suggest that you 
send me the PO!1Y EXpref!3 item and I will take it 
down to J~ew Yorl-:: with I e . I have Littla dO'llb:a..et at 
I till have no trouble in disposing of it for you . 

r f.lm terribly busy trying to clean up my 
desk in order to get m',ray and do not recall exactly 
the lter!1 th'1.t I sold you "lthout seaI'ching thru rr.y 
files . If you \':1.11 ssnd it to ill I will be pleqsed 
to dvise: ou furthor . 

\"i-:h best wishes -

Cc~d1nll. you~s , 



, 

MICHIGAN BLUEBERRY GROWERS ASSOCIATION 

Cultivated Blueberries 

South Haven, Michigan h/28/h7 

'1r . St'lnley B. .sh rook 
h3h South Grand dve . 
Ft . Tho "as , hentucky 

Dear fr • .I1.shurook: 

About trree ye rs c..~o you r-elped L'1e f':'.1d 
to ~e Dore exact it is tte face of sucr
the item up i~ u phil~telic public~~ion, 
~~r tre piec~ . I paid v500 for it. 

a Pony Express cover, or 
cover . You once wrote 

and vnll prob- ly rem n-

During t~e ~ nter'ldl which hds eolaps d . Y inter sts have cha.l ed 
to S"1'1e xt, nt , and if I could dispose 01 tl is cover at whc-t seens 
to me li,e a :a:r price, I woula ~ell . If you handle tIe trans
u.ction, you should of COllrfe receive som thin for your trouble. 

Are you in a position to c.ispos of tJ1is on r::.y behalf , and i.: so 
what do you think it wO.A.~d lrin,., net to me? If you can l'elp me I 
vnll be !)leas d to hear roT", you. 

ErG 
VHS 

Very truly you~ , 



r . H. P. Gaston , 
62 South TIgve~ St., 

South Haven, r,11ch . 

W dear Mr - Ga ton: 

lay 26,1947. 

I am enclosinB my c' eck here 11"'(;11 for 
500. 00 in payl ent for tho Pony !.xpr~ss and tho 

unu~ed envelope . I succeeded in findinG a 
buyer for tno aboTe in lew Yor and diel not 
eOLS dcr i<:; r:as necossary to v:ire you . 

If I can be of any servlc~ to you at any 
ti.nG I trust ttl t you will COIll" and me . 

Cordially yours , 

~. 





H. P.Haston 
62 South Haven. st 
South Haven, MICH. 

r:..r stanley B. Ashbrook 

33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 

Ft. Thomc:.s , Kentucky 0 





, 
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MICHIGAN BLUEBERRY GROWERS ASSOCIATION 

Cultivated Blueberries 

Mr . stanley B. AshbrooK 
A. P.S. 2h97 
33 J . Ft. Thomas Ave . 
Ft . Thomas , Ky. 

Dear! r . Ashorook : 

South /-laven, Michigan 5/2/h7 

I am handing you herewith the Pony Express Cover about wlich 
I wrote you . I am also including nother unused cover wpich 
you sold me at tl e Salue time . It is of inter f't bec. use it 
happens t o be the SL"le design s tLe Pony. 

As I ;{rote you , I poid 500 for the Pony ( tIe otrer item was 
~5 . ) Although the peak h's been pass d , V t ill ... rket is still 
stro:1g nd 'With tle New York Show coming up , I hoped to real
i ze not l ess than v.500 . ~efore actually mru{ing sale , I will 
'e pleased 71' you will drOp I.le lil1c and let TIe k'.ow wrat you 
thi nk would be a fair price net_to me , ( I want yo:u to have 
something for your trouble, so ple se +,c.ke tr is mto consicer
atian . ) 

Thanki ng you f or your hel? in thiE" matter , I em 

11lv 
V1iS 

Cordi. ll;y , 



, 

'1'. H. ? caf1ton, 
02 SO-lt h iavcl1 st. , 

South Haven , 1,:1.Cr. . 

Dear r-r . Gaston: 

!'lay 5, 1047. 

I am in rece lpt of you~:s oi't~be 2nd. , 
anclor' in~ the tv'O 1 toms , viz., the Pony C0VC:l1' t o 
5cotlanCL ... 1/ ~.r-,.,. Ul1usd ~tagcccach - eOT'r...e_" c,l-'d 
envelope . 

'ht\t I tonlc like to do i~ to r'..ot you 
~/'hat yOl~ -:laid m for the. e two pieces ~,nd this 
1 ,(i_ll endeavor to c'o . I h~v(-) wr:!.tten a very 
good friend toclu~r ~UlC1Uij'1.n'" if he ".., 1.1(' l:ro ~.nt 01'
ested. At nny rate, I ,'ill l10t eonfil"m .any sale 
i,\'1 thout Ct .lr.:un:!.cr.tinc I.J.Ll yon til'ft . 

-a tr. bast ~ll.'hE;!s - I FJ. 1 

Co' c.ially yo' 1'8 , 

.~ 

.. 



, 

r.... . fl.!'ry B . Keffer , 
17 B;'oHfhmy 1 

liev; r'uven 11, Conn. 

Dear Harry: 

'!..ElY 5 , 1917 . 

Please nOl; the Pony !!.XIH"U!S c o ve:.:> th(~t 
I :tllustl'f.ted in th~ I . ? - June 1 ~i6 - nft{;e 465 . 
frjli~ i ("! n J'n.-·Y· :"are i tern ... a Pon - to Leoth!ld ... 
fro.:n S . f'. on 'cv . "7, 1860 - Sni!1t . oseph - ;rov e 20 -
rklr! York Hov . 2,tt - It was sent unpn i 1 i'Y'om He 'I 

Yo::."}: with a s!1il11n) ·Juc p:t Gl •. row . It ocara a 
lO¢ 1857 - ~Jpe V - in upper left canceled at st . 
.J Od , and. tr i'" dls OVHI' '1 1 u"ld co1oroJ four-hor~e star: 
coach - I know of out 0;18 other' C'] 01"' going abooad -
the 30it to Gel'ml.l.ny 1ich I bel ieve y'ou )lH,~ed -
ITx - 1henfield nnd illustrated in MY "Jol • . 2 . 

fy Glasgo I is not a full cov.r but only a 
faCE) - but the rotory is all th'}re . 

I can offer it to you at \~COO . OO sub ject to 
pT.' ior sale • 
• 

I ' ll soe you at the Show . 

~. 
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THE PHILAfELIC IOUNDA1ION 
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Jan. 6lst , 1946. 

The Phil tolic Foundation, 
22 Eu.t 35th ot., 

New York 16, H.Y. 

Attention 'or. Winthrop S. BOf!;[£s 

Dear Wi'1.: 

Herewith the two items as per yours of the 
29th. 

The notation on the back of the bisect cover 
ro - an item in the Seybold Sale is corroct, not that 
this f. akes any particular difference but it 1.S t"orth 
while noting thqt the oemo is correct. One v:onders 
why a use of 1864 would be so' Sil:lilayo to one of 1870 
but who can d~ny that such a t .ine ,,"ms pOBsiole. The 
sender must hnvo boon a r-t~mp collector. I have ex
amined the covOr' VCI"Y ca:-eofully and notwithstanding tho 
nbovo , I do tolioVG th it tho cover is Gonuine • 

. 
s for the other item. no ono should send in a 

thing like tl1is. stamps on pieces of cover fre an 
abomination and they should be reloved. 

I'll be glad to lunch with you on my next visit 
to New York . 

With regards -

Sincerely yours, 



Dc V 1:'1' 

on h1f:' 

\ ' 

. . 
lG. pt 
correct. 
,1l'J.· 1 

to h (') 
v1 cin CO " 1' • 

. 111 the 
r'n 1 opiniol is 

STANLEY B, ASHBROOK 
100 HEfl.:RY COURT 

FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY 

n OPJ.f on t ~ thl. 

nd a 

n clmic of over"" 1 

C1id not 

no' he :t to 
.1kt 11 C.OH-

.~ 



, #2 . r . inthrop S. Eoggs, 1!1 ch 13, 1946. 

I ade copies of the p oto :rnphs rhich 1~ leas ex
pen '1 ve tl Ill'l bod: t lonal prlntfl f 11< ~·h·I.1E' i 1 c..r ' re not quite 
us Good ,G tho oriEino.Is thoy w~l.l fl a OJ:' my purpose . 

By the way, your e:welope arrived in a badly do. cred 
cOTldltion an you will not€' fm I trust that none of tho r.l otos 
·~,l."'e lopt. I .! T'tturJinc 0.11 that ere rocelvpd . 



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35"!"1:I STREET 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 
CHAIRMAN 

T HEODORE E. STEI NWAY 
TREASURER 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM. JR. 
SECRETARY 

NEW YORK 16, N . Y. 

MU RRAY HI L L 3-~ 
5667 

1~.Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
100 Henry Court, 
Fort Thomas,Ky. 

Dear Stan:-

March 21,1946. 

The opportunity has come for me to reply to your kind 
letter of March 13th returning the photos of the 90c on piece 
whic~ were safely received,and all accounted for. 

In fairness to Mr.Kershner,may I point out that the term 
flspecial technique" is merely one of convenience to separate 
those photos which are merely ~or the certificate,and those 
which are taken through filters,etc.,and may I also say that 
the committee frequently disagrees with some of the conclusions 
offered by the photographer. In other words your point that 
"scientific examination of postage stamps requires more than 
an elaborate laburatony" is well taken and I will agree with 
you 100%,and I am sure that the Committee will concur that 
philatelic knowledge must also enter into the jud~ent of 
the bonafides of a philatelic item. 

I will be pleased to info~m you of the decision of the 
Cpmmittee relative to this particular item,as soon as a defi
nite decision has been reached. 

Needless to say I have my own opinion, but until the 
Committee renders its decision,I am not free to express 
mine to anyone. 

Looking forward to seeing you the next time you are 
in New York , I remain 

~. 

wSb/b 



CABLE ADDRESS 

CHAMPIN. N. y. 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 

GREENWICH Be MORTON STREETS 

NEW YORK 14, N. Y. 
POST OFFICE BOX 994 

CHURCH STREET ANNEX. NEW YORK 8, N . Y. 

March 27, 1946 
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
100 Henry Court 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky 

My dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Mr. Boggs came in this morning with your report on 
the 90¢ 1869 used on a piece of cover with New Orleans 
cancellation. I am no authority on New Orleans cancellations -
that's one point that I want to make clear. However, I have 
before me your report of January 31st of this year in which 
you wrote: 

"In my opinion this 90¢ 1869 on piece is not genuine, 
i.e. a good stamp was not used on this piece. The 
New Orleans postmark is no doubt genuine but the tie 
on stamp at southeast is fraudulent and of a different 
ink than the postmark. This piece was evidently a 
cover to France but original stamp removed and the 90¢ 
substituted. There is a trace of what was probably 
a French receiving postmark." 

You have a copy of your letter of March 13th and I do not 
quite get the two things to jibe. I know how clever some of 
the Paris fakes have been but what I have been trying to find 
out is - was there another cancellation on the stamp before 
it was applied to this piece of cover and possibly a faked 
postmark added? However, this contradicts your statement 
of January 31st - and again I repeat I am not an authority on 
New Orleans postmarks. 

We know that the stamp if unused, and especially 
centered as this copy is, has a value of two and a half to 
three times that of a used copy - and even a Frenchman would 
hesitate at such sacrilege. So, it may have been a slight 
smudge (this is Mr. Boggs' idea) on a cancelled copy, but we 
are still up in the air as to saying what it is. However, as 
the stamp is practically unknown on cover, it is also of value 
on piece. So, as far as I am concerned I feel it is an enigma 

~. and would like to have your continued valued assistance in 
trying to solve this problem. 

I am confronted today with three copies of New Foundland 
cancellations, two of them on the 8d scarlet vermillion and one 
on the 3d and I am convinced that all are bad, and also convinced 
they are all different, but I have to prove to myself that my 
conviction is right and I am having a heck of a time. 

AFL:VT 
With sincere regards{ 



. ~~r1 
aHmond 'D. 'Kershner. 'Photographer ~ 

'Photo-analHsis of Questioned 1)ocumentt J (j... 

1311 St. Vincent Street • 'Philadelphia 11, i>a. . r , -r r.,y *rCh}r» 
- REPORT -

No. 89 - u.s. 90¢ on piece. 

A _ Photo-micrograph of ink on sta mp a nd portion of ink of cancellation on cover. 
Arrows point to dark minut e s ? ecke of ink pigment present in the ink on both 
the stamp and on the cove r. 

B - Micoo-photograph showing sms 11 glass scEtle over line of cancella tion. Measure
ment shows thickne~ . of ~ine to be .0175 of an inch. 

C - , Photo-microgra ph of cancellation ink on stamp. Measurement at this point ia 
also .0175 of ~n inch. 

D - Enl fl r g ed phot ograph of piece taken by special tech ni 4,ue to hold b& ck face of 
ot£.mp, permi tt in G c&rJcdlat ior, i r:k t o G{.OVi clcb lly , uotL or. ri;z:ht and left side 
of ~tamP. Arrow!! point to sligpt blurring on cancella tion which had a tendency 
to g ive the cancellation on s tamp a opearanc e of being slightly off-center. , Red 
linee sh ow uniformity of cancellation on cover ani stamp. 

E - Photog r e.ph , b" ~ pecia l techni que, !!howing clearly texture of both cov er e nd $ t amp. 
Note grill on stamp. Aloo note cancell ation on stamp ani cov e r, bo t h on ri gh t 
ord l e f t Dide of s a me uni fo r mi ty of d en~i ty , i ndic&. ting tre same ink. The re i s 
no i ndicc. t i on of a b rsl!l i on on cover, nor a ny evidence und er t he ultra-viole t ligh t 
of t a mpering or sub stitution. 
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1.'1'. Don'lld Pllcf1:r "':;01', 
16-02 Ho'stoniR J. e., 

Roy 1 O'k, Mieh . 

Dear Don: 

April 6, 1946. 

Tha'" ~q vP"t"'Y ~ur.h for l'londi g me tb~ tyro photos. 
T at COV(l" ceY' .... uL'11y ifl a r'lrlty and I c()n~!'ntull:'te ~,'ou on 
IlC r p i-ring it. It is jUf't about n~ niee a !I~Q..:'3 toI'od 'r ['.0 I 
h 'TO seen. I TIP-VAT' sa .... ' that Lonflon m~ r'kin: befoT'o. 

1 • VB jU8 t read tho f'V! troaty ': iC'h ;IGnt into 
effoct on J n. 1, 1868 'md ;: il~ it ppecifiod n '''ato of 121~ 
for ~ onrice 1 tte-s and n fee of 0 1 for re&i.tered let~ors, no 
montlon ms !TI.8. ,0 t!1 the tl··eaty regardinG an accountinG. In 
other \ords , Ylothing "s 8tqtCQ reC'1T'ding P.. 8p tt of the fee 

.~ 

or D. division of the rate. I s far I; s I kr;.ow, the ole acc011l1tirzg 
By teB in vog e from 1849 thru lU6 7 ~:ent into the discard '.vith 
the expiration of th~ old treRt~r on Doc . 31, 18ti7. 'mo"Y'cufter 
each COl) .try r€>taincd th~ posta ,os collecterl on r.:ail 'oet'7een the 
respective countrieE' . The only 9.ccount.L g that was requi"C'ed 
was on transit .nu1l tpru each tount:,v. :Por exanmle~ a lett~r 
~ '".#. • 

from the '. s. to SO':'lO '9rit]sh Colony or certain other doun~ries, 
o~ 11 lptter from G. B. thru the n . S. to Ce .trnl ameriaa~ ~unada , 
r·~exico, f't,". etc. On f'uch mail , thore !as a spocial accounting 
to the country of destination . 

Thr.re.fore, .s far a. I 11m a\'!8.re tho 1113 11 or the 11 7" has 
no refe:."cncc to a split of th, GO¢' rate . Tlj.e U . S. W18 working 
h!.u'd in t ' o ee yare to' 'a. d a more s:irnplified exchanGe of !. ail 
Euch s resulted l'1ter in lU75. It '"8''' a reform we lad long 
advocated blt r~ nce blockod nll ~ur efforts and G. B. was not noar 
as co-op"'rn"'.;i vA f'! ~hc mlr:ht have bo n. \le 8trongly advocated 
tha t ench country forwa:,"d mail 1 t the e .pense of the fOT"io.y'C ing 
country, that is, each to :;JW· the s,1 p transmission . J.so each 
country 0 l"etain po .. taee!) collected aq we h~ld exchnngod ,ai18 
with Canada ~inr>e 18fSl. 

I may be y:co ,. but I bel ieve th~ t v e kept the f11l1 20t 
on this letter and th'1t G. B. d id tho sar.le on registerod LA.il from 
G. 3 . to thi coun ry. 

I 7ish I could loan you my copy of the 1867 treaty so 
that you could re'.d it over, and I'll do 80 if you feel like you 
lould like to see it. By any chance , hac pCH'old a copy of the 

1 1:367 1' . ' .G. Re port? The full treaty i8 in that r'epo t. 



r , 

~ 
1 

#2 . Mr . Donald VacGregor, April 6, 1946. 

I will appreciate your cOrtlr.1ents. 

We send our regards t o 'h's . :,1acGregor and yourself. 

Sincerely yours, 
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SAMPLE 
GRADE Eq ua tor Index 

BASIS 
WEIGHT 25tx30!t.-llO#/500 

GAUGE 

COLOR Green 

FINISH 

MILL No. stock 

MIDDLETOWN, OHIO 


