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Introducing Spencer Anderson

Spencer Anderson, an active col-
lector for more than 25 years, formed
the Reliant Stamp Co. in 1925. “Re-
liant fully described his policy, as he
was absolutely reliable in all his deal-
ings.

Since 1935, the business has been
conducted under his personal name.
His yearly trips to the principal cities
of the U.S. have given him the pleas-
ure of personal acquaintance with his
clients and has widened his viewpoint
so that he is better able to judge accu-
rately their needs and varied interests.

Mr. Anderson, as sole proprietor,
supervises all the major activities and
. is very capably assisted by Munson B.
Wallace and Willis F. Cheney, both of
whom became associated with the firm
in 1932.

Spencer Anderson’s outright cash
purchases of the John H. Clapp
$100,000 collection and the O. ]J.
Olson collection during 1942 startled
dealers all over the country. This fore-
sight is due to his years of experience
in buying and selling at the proper
time. He is aggressive and alert to all
opportunities. Many dealers were wary
of the war market, but Mr. Anderson,
sensing the vast possibilities of the

increased purchasing power, stepped
into the market and by the purchase
of these two outstanding United States
collections gave his firm one of the
most complete stocks of fine items in
the country. Outstanding purchases
of British Colonies and Foreign collec-
tions during the past few years balance
his stock to fill the varied wants of

llectors. ! !
(o) ecors” ‘ .’
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October 20, 1941

Stanley E. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mir. Ashbrook:

When I wrote to you the other day I aaid that I
would forward a list of thne illustrations I thought
should be used in the first part of the article. As
you know, this is not to be a really techniecal article
but it 1s dntended to be written so that the collector
can, thru the use of the article, properly identify
his stamps. I think 1t is adviseable to include certain
of the major varleties that have long been of 1lnterest
to collectors. This 1is the list that comes to mind at
the moment on the first few stamps that would be considered
in the article;

1847 Issue (5¢)
l., Photo of normal cOpy¢ (Kocseftrs
2. Drawings of 4 major 8, A,B,C,D
5. Drawings or photos of Dot in 8§ and Dot
in U varieties
4, Photo of Government Counterfeit

1847 Issue (10¢)

Photo of normal copy
Drawlings of major double transfers
Photo of Knapp shift
Drawings of "Stick Pin", "harelip" and
ine thru F of Office" varieties
. FPhoto of bilsect varieties
. FPhoto of Government Gounterfeit

L] . . .

i
e
3
4
Ill
5
6

1851 Issue (1¢)

[ 1. Photos or drawings of all Scott types
plus type 1lec.
2. Photos or drawings of the various types
of recuts on type 1IV.
(Students wishing specialized information
on this stamp and on other stamps which have
been well written up in gither article or
book form will be referredttotthe original
_ source.
B - 1851 Issue (3¢)
" l. Photo of normal copy
x L 2. Photo or drawings of "Gents", "Line thru

three cents", recut button, recut bust, and

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies

LR
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"Gash on shoulder" varieties. "

3. Illustrations of various line recuts
in the triangles.

Can you furnish any or all of the above? I have
told Kimble that I would 1insist that payment be made
for such illustrations as are used and I know that he
gees eye to eye with me 1in this matter.
Two things are bothering me in the 1847 issue.
These are "Copper vs Steel plates" and the "Knapp Shift".
I have read your article on the plates very carefully
and I must admit that I fall to find any flaws 1in your
reasoning. However, my personal knowledge of this £
particular problem is so limited that my opinion might
be formed entirely on the way the article was written.
In other words, you might have stated your case in favor
of steel plates and sold me on the idea. I am not so
certain that all reputable students feel that the '47
plates were coppper. It 1s probably impossible to
offer documentary evidence (of value) as proof that the
plates were or were not made of copper. Such being the
i case, the stamps theamselves will probably offer the
only evidence that is of value. I do not know that anyone
can build up a plausible case in favor of steel plates
but 1if such can be found I would like to offerg it as
well as the "copper plate" theory. On any subject where
there 1s any-reasonable chance that either of one or two
solutions 1is the correct one I feel that it 1s interest
of all concerned to state both sides of the question.

In regard to the Knapp Bhift I must admit that I
have never seen the gstamp and have an open mind on the
guestion as to whether it 1is or 1s not genuine in all
respects. I know the so-called "solder up" theory that
has been advanced 1in regard to this item. The regular
Fost Office shift is about as strong as the Knapp and
it seems to me that this position should also have had
the solder treatment (providing of course that it occured
when the plate was first made which 1s the theory behind
the Knapp shift). Some students have a bad opinion of theditem.

I know that it would not be necessary to go into
detall at all in the article in regard to either of the
above guestions but I do think that both should be
mentioned to some extent. '

Will probably start fiest draft of the article as
soon as I hear from you.

Sincerely yours,

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies
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_protos of the "stick pin" - "Haddlip"

434 South Crand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Oct. 26, 1941,
Mr, L. G, Brookman, ‘

121 Loeb Arcade, “ ‘ e g e B

Minneapolis, Minn,
Dear ¥r, Brookman:

Yours of the 20th received. Regarding cuts for the types of the "
One Cent 1851 =~ 1857, To avoid duplication of effort, I suggest
you pick out the cuts you would like to use from my One Cent Book
end request the loan of these from Harry Lindquist, Stowell has
all of the cuts so it would be & very simple matter, All you

. would require is g;ndqutct'a permission,

Re = 1847 Issue, 5¢ velue, I s gest you illustrate (A) a very
early impression as compared to:: BZhr worn ploates I will have to
make new drawings for ypu of the r double transfers,

Have you ‘a copy of bhe Chase 1916 Artiele? If =0 perhaps you woulgd
like to illustrate the Bank Note from which the heads of Vashingtom
and Fpankliniwere faken, You will note that Chase thought the
plates were only 100 subject plates, See "Stamp Specialist" with

my article illustrating the Emerson gutier copy., I can furnigh fine
- photo if you wish to use, : -

What about mention and 1llustration of original plate proqfs? can
furnigh a fine phote of the large Emerson block shov ing Dot in fs,"

I have no photos of the Govermment imitations so I wlll have to
borrow some proofs from Brager and photograph, 2,

1OQ 1847, I will have to make new drawinﬁs of the D.T.'a I have no

line thru ¥'," /'Copies will
have to be beorrowed and photographed, I suggest you write Perry and
agk him who has superb coples. If wyou will attend to borrowing, I
will photograph. :

Bisect varietfes, . 8ee no use to illustrate, You might mentlon but
only casually. I have photoe Hbeever i you wieh to use, '

Knapp shift, This I would ignore, Clark wanted o list it and I
aivfsea him not to do so., Some say it is genuine, some say it is
a fake., As onlv one copy is . known its real status has not been

determined, so I advise you to avoid any argument on the subject.

One Cent 1851y I would not illustrate the various Tvpe "IV recuts,

Three Cent 185%. I suggest you confer with Cabeen and have him
you w 21l the drawings you need of varieites and recuts,
I could do this but lack of time prevents. :

Copper Vs Steel, 1847 Plates. Nothing has been published to con-
Eragidf my Tirm conviction that the 1847 plates were copper, Some

disagree with me, but so far they have not presented any sensible
arguments in favor of steel, I doubt if it would be necessary to
enlarge upon thils subject in your article because after all it 1s
not of great 1mportanoe to the average collector., I think the
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Mr, L. G. Brookman, Oct. 26. 1941, £ 4

_strongest argument I presented was a comphfieon of the two

Confederate stamps from the same steel die (A) the Frame Line,

"from a copper plate (B) the 104 Die A from a steel plate, Here

the actuel difference between copper and steel is most noticeable,

No coupetent student of plate reconstruetion could possible dise *
ggree with me that the 1847 plates were copper, But all aftbhdst
of little interest to any except the advanced student, ForRe.

Your articles should be absclutely independent and not be influenced
in the slightest degree by anything that anyone has stated regardless
of the fact that assistence was given you by thems

-One more word:on tﬁb Enapp shift, Don't be influenced by what so

and g0 8ayse. The story behind this stamp is a long . one and a number
of irresponsible self-appointed experts have expressed opinion pre
and con, Take ell such stuff with a grain of salt, &S0 far as the
"soldef theory” i1s concerned, well that is -lso a long story and

.. should not be teken seriously unless one understands thoroughly all
. the datails, I can tell you this and you can depend upon its The
Knapp stazp is either one of two things., It 1s elther a fake or 1t

“1is genuine, If it a fake it 1s either a painting or second, an overs

print from a specially prepared fake die, If it is genuine it.is

s and ‘can only be a plate varisety. In other words by no possible

 chance is it an "imitation shift" or a kiss, as Perry once stated.

One can’take their choice (A) Fake (B) Gemuine., I am enclosing here=
with some of my remarks on the stamp in a recent.PBulletin of the
Research Groups :

Because the subject of this stemp 1s so controversiel I think it
advisable to omit all mention of it in your article,

Cordially yours,




FINAL LIST

Illustrations needed for 1847 article

5¢

1. Original

2+ Govermment-—-Imitation
“‘""‘* mmt’ n. ﬁ'. ’c
Dot g

S+—DPot—in"3"

6+ Bank Note showing usef of
stock-dies of Franklin snd -Washington
-7+ Photo-of -one-of -the late die
proofs-showing characteristic dot

in forehead,

v 8+ Photo showing Wheeling Grid
9. Photo of largest known piece

—1lsStraddle-pane-eopy —

~12% Photos -of Confederates #209-& #210
13, 5¢ and 1l0¢-used on same oaver
l4, Creased paper variety

-15¢ Originel die proofs

5¢

If you don't already have them,

1 think I can obtain items listed
under #8, 9, 10 and will make

an effort to obtein any others
you don't have.

10¢

Have written Perr¥ in regard to
#6, 7, 8. Think 1 can get #11

from Norman Serphos--wrote him

yesterday about them.

10¢ .

l. Originsl
-2« Government Imitetion
&*M&t‘bz‘me}‘t“ of-Rl,-Riy
~“R31,R41 w
by lm shtf‘t '
/5."81:01"6 transfer®
—6+ Vertiocal line thru "P"
7+ "Stick Pin"
8. “Harelip®™

Sv—Biseots—

10. Largest known pieces if

it is possible to show the

itemg in the Frank Sweet collection
- Items-from-late New York

City find,

12. Original die proofs .

13, "1990" die proofs .

If you will advise me what you need in the way of meterial
to make the sbove illustrations I will try to obtain it or photos

of ite

-

I believe you realize how much I mppreciate your efforts.
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Sraries Stamps
A.P.S. November 23, 1941
Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
I am hereby enclosing the article on the §¢ and 10¢ 1847
issue and would be very much pleased if you would go over it and
meke any camments you see fit to make.
&
5 If"you feel that such comments as I have made on your article ¢
on the "copper plate" theory, or rather such information as I have
Hold « Loble included in this argiole regarding the copper plate theory should

o Arard not be included here, I will eliminate it from the article. I fesl
W%‘; that it has a place here and would prefer to ihclude it.

e I do not believe that you will feel that there can be any

14 reasonable objection to the way I have hendled the paragraph on the
s "Knapp Shift". I have Bood reason to think that I can obtein this

- i item for my own examination but I can see no object in trying to do
. this except that I might form a personal opinion about it. Whetever
5 s+, my opinion was, it would carry little if any weight. At this moment
: I have no opinion, one way or the other, about this stamp. I do sa
wll hone T this, if it 1s a fake, I believe that such faking as nspdone on thg

be necssd & stamp osn be demonstrated. Furthermore, if the shift is faked, such
faking was almost surely done via the fake die method. I don't believe

esiidlid . anyone could have paidted in the fake in such a manner as to deceive
you. I paid $5 one afternoon just to sit and watch a fellow repair

Ay M stemps in Italy. He was exceedingly clever and his work would fool
st most dealers and 99% of all collectors. As a matter of amusement,
for so he said), he was faking one of the early rarities, I don't
. recall just which one, and he was sterting from a piece of blank paper
M and painting the whole stamp line by line. Very clever job but it

| PP wouldn't fool all of us. -
(n Sl I am enclosing what I feel sure is the "Final list" of the

pccced i@ illustrations needed for the '47 article. I would appreciate it if
= you would check the duplicate list which I encdose and return it to

i me at your earliest convenience. Check the items you can or have
) “ffdone so that I can get to work getting meterial for the balance.

[ oot

, Foed
£L44
M s
. Will start in on the 1851 Issue very shortly. When I come to
P e 1Z I shouldn't have tco much trouble =-fellow by the name of

o Mﬂd Abhbrook wrote a little about this stamp.
Ao P pdca Best regards, Y
%f/;fﬁ We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Phila

3 Blue pencil the article as much as you please---my sincere
desire is to present it in as acourate a form as possible.




454 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Nov, 28, 1941,

Mrs Lis G Brooman'
121 Loeb Apcade, |
Minneapolis, Minn, _ : .

Dear Mr, Brookman:

Yours of the 25rd with the article safe to hand, First - re- -
garding the three photos that Elliott sent you, These are

small and do not show the varieties very plain and I think it would
be a mistake to try to retouch them. I am enclosing three (envelope
"B") blue prints herewith with the varieties drawn in. I suggest
you use these rather than the Perry photos, but when you have the
phote engraver make the half-tone cuts, be sure and instruct him to
fade the blues If he follows instructions, you will get a half-tone
1like The ones for example in my One Cent Bookk Vol l., pages 200,
291 - Figures 26D - 26E = 26F « 260 - 26J and 26K, The bluer the
blue print the better the half-tone, for example 26J, All of these
cuts were made in this manner. In order to cut down the cost, I
wouldn't 1llustrate the whole stamp, for example, I would use only
the mdddllion for the stick pin and harelip and just the top, say the
whole "Post Office" for the "line in F." On the other hand, if you
would prefer to illustrate actual stamps, I can supply a fine photo
of 68R, but I haven't any good photos of the other two,

I note you have written to Norman Serphos for permission %o illustrate
the 5¢ and 10¢ blocks, I made very fine photographs of these and if
Norman will give iyou permission, I will supply you with fine prints,

Note Envelope "A" - Strong evidence of copper plate. Practically no
one outside of Knapp and myself ever made any study of the Confed
Frame Line plate, hence none, so far as I know, are familiar with the
characteristics 6f this plate., The same characteristic scratches are
found on the 107 1847 plate and the Confed Frame Line plate and if
fine half-tones are produced from the enclosed photographs, the
similarity can easlly be noted,

I have never illustrated this important point in any of my articles as
I was reserving it until some future time, I pass it on to you te
use as you see fit, A side by side comparison of a 10¢ 1847 R4R1

and Frame Line #80 is very convincing, y

Re - Envelope "E" - Straddle copy < There are two straddle copiles of

the 5¢ and one of the 10¢ Of the 57 one was in the Emerson collection =«
ex - E,R.,Jacobs, the other is in the Sweet collection - ex-Doc Payne

of Greenfield, The 10¢ is also in the Sweet collection - ex-Ackerman,

Re - Envelope "F" « Original plate proof, I think this vertical pair.
is sufficient to illustrate, I have ﬁhotographs of the only blocks
known including the large Emerson "Dot in "B" bloek (now in the
Burroughs collection), If yoi wish a list I will furnish but doubt
if 1t would be necessary to include, :

Re = Envelope "G," The Herringbone is a much sought after marking,
It is known in red, black and green., Green is very scarce and was
not listed by Chase, The Housatanie R. R. 1s most unususl, The







#3e

M‘po‘ Le Go Broomn. Nov. 28" 1941.

Envelope "8" - This is what I call Double Transfer "E", I have
located five different copies of this position proving the variety
1s consistent and an actual plate variety. Further I located a copy
on a cever used in 1848, proving that it comes from Plate #l.

Some of the lines may be scratches but the prineipal ones are
evidently traces of a former entry. Note the curve in the left "5",

. The ph:tOgraph does not shaw this curved line but others - have do
show it. ; 3 "

Note Envelope "T." Here 13 a position showing some remarkable plate
serateches, These are consistent as I have located three different
copies, I think the stamps come from Pl, #1 and that the plate
bacame scratched rather late in its life,

Note Envelope "U" - Three plate varieties. The dash to right ef "s"
is the position to the rignt of the above double transfer "E," The
"eurl in 8" is quite nice and this mark lasted for quite some time as
slightly worn copies show it. The third shows two dashes in the
right margin of the design. Note what an early impression, I am .
rather sure that this is a Plate 2 varietyc

Regerding the curl in "S" co As you are probably aware the small
curve in the top bar of the 5” was on the die, hence on all originsl
plate proofs and also on all early iupressions,

Envelope "V" « A remarkable ink shift - probebly not exactly like the
variety known as a kiss,

Re #12 on your 1list of 574+ I am sorry but I do not happen to have a
fine photo of Confed Die 4 or #210. If you wish, I'1il plck out a
fine sharp engrav;ng and gake‘a photo for yous

Re #14 on ;ourllst of 54. I do not have a photo of a creased paper
variety. don!t think much of such items as they are freaks,

Re « the 1875 sounterfeitss I have looked high and low but cannot
locate any prints. I suppose I still have negatives but it would take
less time to make new ones than to look for the old, If you select
coples to send to me to photo be sure and select fine sharp engravings,
Parhaps proofs would be best. »
- Re = 10¢ 47 1ist #12 and #13 on your list, I have no photo of 13 and
‘cannot locate any prints of #12 - If you will borrow from Brazer I
will mnke the photos,

"Re = Gilbert. I have had guite a2 bit of correspondence with him on
the subjeet of copper and steel ‘plates, He is an awfully nice chap
and while he may be one of the World's authorifies on Fremch stamps
and many other foreign, he is typical of the Eurogeanb that is, he
don't know a darn thing about 19th Century U,.S, seé no need to
quote anything he has written or sald on our 1847's or steel vs
copper plates, You might as well quote H, R Harmer on the EKnapp shift,

- .~Enapp shift vs Jacobs theory in 1¢ book. Here we have copper vs steel
"~ Double transfers from steel plates are entirely different in make-up
from double transfers from copper plates, One point I have tried to



#4e ,
Mr. L.*Gl‘Brookman; Nov., 28, 1941,

1mpreas on Perry is this, If the 10¢ 1847 plate was steel, as
Perry contends, (or at least at last account he c¢id) Then it 18 an -
absolute cineh the Knapp stamp is a fakes No doubt when you see the
" photes I am sending you of the Knapp stamp your first impression will
be that it is an outright fake., lWell that was my first conclusion,

8o be careful, If you can borrow it I suggest that you do so, and
make & careful examination, You certainly have as much right to express
gour oplnion as anyone else and I know of no reason why you shouldn't

O S0,

I note you mention the "faked die" method, This was a thaoryioriginally
put forth by Perry but it never did seem plausible to me, The stamp

in my opinion 1s only ome of two things, either a genuine plate variety
or a painting. As Perry 1s positive it is neither one, then my cone
viction is that Elllott is 100%. wrong.

So far I haven'® had time to go over your article ecarefully as I
dropped everything to search out the photographs and euts for you,

I haven't my originals of the 10¢ Double Transfers so I will have to
make new opes and will forward them to you later.

lay I offer a suggestion? Would it not be wise to elaborate on.
cancelations? Much interest is taken in this branch.

I will go over your manuscript carefully and write you as soon as
possible.

Sincerely yours,

PySe==Since writing the sbove I have made up drawings of the four 10¢
1847 double transfers. These you will find in envelope "W",

Note Envelope "X" - here are four samples of recut errors on the 107
platey If you think it worth while to illustrate the prominent errors
on the rlate, send these four back to me and I will make up a set,
Note the large card in this envelope. This is a compposite diagrem
listing a few of the prominent plate varleties. Inasmuch as.Perry
knowasthe plate far better than I do, you might ask him to make up a
card or several cards showing all the plating marks oh the plate,

-~

SeBels



Envelope A - Memo

Copper Plate., A number of positions on the 10¢ plate show
"seratehes" in the margins of which 44R1 is a typical example,

On the Confed Frame Line plate, we find in the margin te right

of 70 -« 80 « "scrateches" with exactly the same characteristics.
Other positions on this plate show similar scratehes. I have never

geen any stamps from thag'teel plates with scratches with like
characteristics, :



Comments on Article

Page 5 - Last paragraph - earliest known use of 5¢ 1847, The
éaﬁIIEst actual use with a 5¢ stamp tied by & town postmark is
"Philadelphia Jul 14" (in blue). The stamp is also canceled by a

gr Y ve and by two erossed pen marks, Inside the
letter is dated 1847. Two positive uses are known on July 15, 1847,
In the Waterhouse sale (1924) was a cover described as used on

Jul 10 1847, but I have never seen this item, , g

Page 6, Second paragraph - The stock dies were used for years
previously on many different Bank Notes,.

Page 10, Third line - I am practically certain that the delivery made
In Feb, 1850 contained a large percentage of Pl., 2 stamps., I have
positively identified uses of Pl., 2 stamps in May of 1850,

Page 1ll, Sixth line -~ "were made of copper" - I suggest you change
Eﬁfs to read "made of copper, or a combination of eopper with some
other metal, of which copper was the principal metal.
to infer that pure soft coppe? was used,

I never meant

Page 16, Last paragraph - No legal uses of the 5¢ 1847 are known on
cover rrom California, Ward had & cover with a pair used from

Tehama, Califs During the 1ife of the 1847's the rate was 40¢, not
10¢, . In addition, there was no Tehama P.0, in 1850 or 1851, in fact
there was no Tshama office until as late as 1853. The Ward cover

shows the 1855 - 104 rate and the use was undoubtedly in the Spring of
1856, It is an illegal use of the 5¢ 1847 that "got by' the postmaster

at Tehama,

Page 18, Blocks of 4 of fhe 1847, Quite a few unused blocks are
known - perhaps as high as a dozen to fifteen, Several unused blocks
of six are also known, '

Page 19, Unfortunately this block of 12, duplicated positions in the
ex-Lmerson plate proof block of 30, There is no possible chance that
either of the plates willl ever be plated, It simply cannot be done =
the reason is - copper plates, No question about this at all., We
cannot even identify used coples with the ald of large plate proofs
except in isolated cases, For example, we have not as yet been able
to identify the exact positions in the Emersen plate proof block = yet
the 9th vert, row of this block are all "Dot in S" stamps., Someday
we will be able to plate this proof block but so far only slight pro-
gress has been made, Compare this to a possible platéng of 400 posi~
tions on two plates, Why we haven't even been able to identify all

the corner copies - 8 to a ph#te - 16 in all, No, the 5¢ will never
be plated and no one need kid themselves that such work is possible,
If the two plates had been steel they would have been plated years ago.
Consider the 5¢ New York plate - only 40 subjects, yet it took years
and years to accomplish the reconstruction of these 40 positions,

Why? Because it was a copper plate, and made by the same firm that
made the 1847's, :

Plate 19, Second paragraph - last line - the Waterhouse block of 8

went to Emerson back in the 1920's,

Page 19, Third paragraph, The Knapp block of 4 on cover was far from
eautiful, In fact it was quite lousy looking, Half of the block was
oxidized and the other half was badly faded., The auction description

was wholly misleading,
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Page 20, Third row from bottom - Chase made this statement but I
am not sure he was right - the Emerson plate proof block, shows
dbout oqual intensity from top to bottom. -

Page 21. To illustrnto this you will have to obtain permission of Mr.
Karl Burroughs - 46. Langdon Ave - Watertown, Mass, I con supply :
photOgraph.t‘;f : v o

Page 21, Gannelation' - One of the rarest 15 the target - so far known
EEE Irom two towns - Greenwich, N,Y. and Hanover, H.H, Both red -
Also the Binghanton "herringbone"” in red - black & green, cancolatlonl
of "eircles of short red dashes,”" red & blue "series of dota s -

* Trenton Staw,

Color of Gancelations - Outside of Boston, black 1s rere as a killer.
Covers to foreign countries with 57 1847 are scarce and very den&ruble.

Page 22, First parsgraph - July 13 1857 is the corrcct date..:‘\

Page 23, Second paragraph, 8th line. Vhy may I ask, do yau think that
Eﬁe pIates mentioned were steel plates? g ‘

13th line - Steve Brown 1dentif;ed more than 4 corner oopiea from Plate 2,
10th verticals from left pane contain different characteristics from'
©10th verticals from TIght pene.

Steel plate for Plate 29 The fact is the Plate 2 stamps have no
characteristics ol & steel plate, and differ veryk very little if any,
from early impressions from Plate #l. I believe that Plate #2 was made
in the latter part of 1849, Iliote covers showing use in May, June or
July 1849, Many of these show terribly worn plate cgpies.

_ My opinion is that your comments are pure speculation and not based on
any evidence or facts, Dietz at one time suggested that tls copper
plates were pawed in two and that the ones mentioned in the affidavit
werc panes, It 1s possible that the other panes were destroyed at an
earlier date and that R W H & E had kept a pane of say P1 2 - 5/ and a
pane of the 104s The Government insisted these be destroyed also and
this was done in Dec. 1851, This is speculation also but it may
reconcile the plate part of the affidavit.

Page 30. Filrst-paragraph’'- 7th line, Earliest use known - & cover in
the Emerson eollection from New York on July 9, 1847. This & right sheet
margin copy tled by a red square grid,
Page 34, EKnapp shift., I am just wondering if your comments are a bit'
gerous, Knapp threaténed to sue anyone who, in publie print, called
hls stamp a fake, Perry prepared an article in 1936 for the A.P. and
Enapp threatened to sue both Perry andt he A,P.S. 4f the article was
. published, ‘I would be very careful because Souren may go. even farther,
Souren has gone on record in stating the stamp is genuine, If I were
you I would g et Souren's permigsion before I would publish any referencc
that the stamp is fraudulent. :

Page 35. 1l0f used from Canada, I suggest you read Fred Jarrett's book
on B.NsA. A full explanation is given. j

,.Page 35. First paragraph - 1l5th line. Several covers (only) are lnown
used To Canada with combination use of the Beaver (lssued Apre 23, 1851)
and 5¢ 1847, I ¥now of four covers but I wonldn't advise you to mention
them,
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(1) One is a use in June 1851 - Probably 0.K.
(g) ™ m* n " " Sep. 1851 - After demonetization
() ™ " ® "™ " jay 1851 - Some say this is a fake,

4th - Perry can give you data, This was from Csnada, You will
find mention of gl‘and #2 in the Jarrett Dook, ,

One should be very careful about covers from Canada with 5¢ and ;
107 1847 = Many fekes exist - some very clever - practically all are
from the Kennedy correspondence - originally stampless covers with
1847's added. :

It is well to remember that the U. S. rate to or from the border to
New York was 10¢ not 5¢. New York was over 000 miles. We see covers
to New York with Vs,

Page 36, First Paragraph = last three lines, It is hardly reasonable
To suppose U. S, post offices would have recognized any of our stamps
canceled in a foreign country - yet we see such items. Ferhaps some
are good, perhaps otherwlse.

Page 37. I do not think much of the lomg quotation of Regllim, Souren
would tell you it is out of date., I think the space devoted could be
uged to much better advantage. a

Page B59. Bandholtz bloek - Phil Ward could supply you with a fine photo.

Page 40, Only known cover showing use froE California is a cover from
San rrancisco to New York Jan. 1, 1851, is has a h, strip of four,
40f rate. Ag thls cover is vory beautiful end is unicue I consider
it as among the finest of 107 1847 covers khown, Dan EeIleher can
supnly you with photos of several very remarkable covers in the Sweet
collection,
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December 2, 1941

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I would sound like a Hollywood press agent if I used the terms
that come to mind when I look over the illustrations at hand. The
most mild description is that they are A #1 PLUS,

I worked last night until after midnight eorrecting the article
as per your suggestions. Didn't finish the job lut will go at it
agein tonight. Despite the faet that the Rellim article is not the
last word in the scientific ddteetion of fakes it is probably of
gsome value to collectors who do not have access to modern equipment.
I really believe it will be of some interest to the average collectar
and as such I will leave it in the article.

Regarding Knapp Shift--I intend to write Souren today. I want
to present this matter in an absolutely fair mamner. I can honestly
say that I have no idea whether the item is gemine or not. Such
evidence as has been presented supports the fact that it is genuine.
I know that Perry doemm't like it but I'1l be derned if I can get
him to tell me why. I ean realize that he may consider that he is
not in a position to do sos He has helped me a-lot and if he never

> told me another thing I wouldn't have a kick in the world.

i One more thing in regard to the shift—-if I had only the photo
to go by I would not have much fakth in it. The shifted lines show
up too well, Furthermore, they give me the impression that they
do not exactly duplicate the other lines, However, since you were
not favorably impresséd with your first view of the photograph, I
will reserve judgment. Frankly, I doubt if I could tell much about
it even upon a direct examination.

I think that you know you are to send Kimble a bill for the
jllustrations when the deal is completed. I want you to know that
T understand that there are things in this world that can't be bought
only with money and that your help must certainly be classed among
these things. If this article is of any value to collectors I am
only being honest when I say that the biggest portion of the value
. will come from the illustrationse.

Had lunch with Kimble in Chicago last week--we believe the
article will start to run in the Behruary A.P.

¥1ll probably send you one or two small things to photograph
in the next day or so, THANKS FOR EVERYTHING.
S,

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic §%§,‘f,gre1y your
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No answer to tizm la%w is mwwmwjast wante:d to ad?iaa
you 't:hm 1 have written Karl Burroughs for ;:eaamwxien ‘M use yimr
photo of the %ﬁmm maﬁ;a Pmof‘ block, .

; In am;ning Fh@ta a;f;* Steve Erm fzaverw B&fi’“ala *’ca kapeﬁ; .
with a single of the 5¢ and eingla of 10¢ on cwver--1 note that
the 10¢ hes aﬁ'pwwiw appmrmwf in the srea Northwest of the jj
"0" and the whole srea along the top of the stamp. If you will
examine your photo you will note that the top of the "OF" &
OFFICE seems to have been cut off. This entire ares mcross *t;}rmj
 top of the stam appears to have been terribly heavily recut mff
_the atmy appe to be a repaired stemp, It is difficult to
eh _Ehe ffphaw hwt %& sﬁmp a}mmh iwks m ir :i,*!; mra

¢ ; ; , .
stamp. Examine along rigm; freme 1im~»g ;
or maﬂy the whole distance. Could it ,
aky or one of his blood brothers played around
m*e s hﬁpiﬁg *tzhaﬂs ny wsgiwima are grcmmneam

It a0 mﬁt q&iﬁe uxxﬁqsmtmﬁ what ymx mam in ymr mi‘amme to
mxmlwe f%" unless you mean that you will meke up a set of mzvgw
the recut errors, The drawings look 0.K, to mwe "as is"
_you have semething else in mind please go shead with i, .
Will wri% to Perry regarding showing all the plating marks end will
forward the two blank ear&n yem axwmmﬁ B0 i&h&t he mm use %hm ir
he so dﬁsimm . , ,

; Ef you wilz make & y&wﬁﬂ of Gmxfs&amw #ew I}; think 1% w&m
be well to illustrate #209 and 210 so “i:}wt: diﬁ‘wwm io uyyewmw
can be mmed by w&liwﬁwm . , .

B@ﬂ% ragarﬁ&* .

We C&wy a Bull E,me of Stamps ané; ?hgigtg{i@Ss;gp;;}iﬁg .






434 South CGrand Ave.,
Dec. 11, 1941, g
Mr. Ralph Kimble,

8118 Dante Ave.,
Cnicago, Ills,

Dear Ralphi¢-

Yours of the 7th reeslved and I was pleased to learn that you
liked the various illustrations I sent Brookman, I am very
anxious to do all that. I can to assist him te make his 1847
article outstanding, because there is a tremendous interest in
the 1847's and a real good article 1s certainly in order. So

if one is to be.publlished, suppose we give the members something
out of the ordinary. -

I made no suggestions as to the aize of the cuts but if I were
you I wouldn't make any of theum too large., I ‘think most of my
photos are sharp and ¢lear and will show the essential points
without over=enlargement, For example, I do not think it is at
211 necesgary to devote a full page to one stamp or cover, A
over can be cut down to less than natural size. R

In his mapuscript Brookman devoted quite a bit of space o an
article by Rellim on the detection of fakes. I suggested.to him
that he eliminate this as it really had no place in his artieles,
In an article like this, I think the author should stick to his
subject, If Brookman thinks Rellim's remarks are, good, and no
doubt they are, it would perhaps be best to make them the subject
of & speclal article, If you agree with me, perhaps you can
persuade him to devote all the space he hasg to the 1847 issue,

I am endeavoring to obtain permission for him to 1llustrate several
very lmportent and rare covers and if successful I think they will
;0@ of much added interest to his article.

One more point. He went into some detail about the "eormer" in the
1847 stamps in past years, What do you think of such reference?

Are present day collectors really interested in suech stuff? Is it

not best to confine his remarks to the stamps and to explanations

of unusual covers? An artiele that is padded with a lot of irrevalent
sbuff isn't muech good in my opinione So much can be written about
this 1847 issue that 1is instructive and interesting, so why injuet

8 lot of small time stuff ala George Van Den Berg, Perhaps you can
use your influence,’

I werned Brookman to be careful in his remarks regarding the Knapp
shift, To intimate that this stamp is a fake might be libelous,
Knapp threatened to'sué Perry and Femnel if Femmel published Perry's
statement in the A,P« that the stamp was a fake., I have advised
Clark not to ilst the stamp and it is not listed in the catalogue,
therefore as an unrecognized variety I think the less that Brookman
has to say about it the better. His artiecle should be Instructive, -
- not controversial, Do you not agree?

‘Yes Rdihh'l woald 1ike to have the photos returned to me and reguest
that they be turned in as good order as possible, I have literally -
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thousands and thousands of photos and it is utterly impessible

to keep duplicate prints of all on hand at all times. Seme of
the prints I sent Brookman were out of my own reference lot, and
I seldom remove any of these under any cireumstance. I would like
to have the originals returned so I can ¢heck up on them and

make new prints where necessary for my reference collection,

A8 to the charge for the material, I really had not thought of this.
It isn't the prints which are valuable but the time consumed in
digging them out, meking new prints, drawings ete. We won't bother
about this at present and you nced have no fear that any charge I
meke will embarrass you or upset your budget, so don't worry about
this angle at all., I want to see a damm good 1847 article in the
AsP, and that is about all that concerns me at present.

Re « the matter of an A.,P.S. catalogue, I had a brief letter from
Stowell in whigch he stated I simply had no idea of the cost of
publishing such a book, that the cost to the Society would be
prohibitives Perbaps he is right, but I couldn't help but wonder if
his remarks were 'an effort #iot to offend our good f£Piend Clerk in
any ways. , : :

Perhaps we could obtain desired reforms in the S.,U.S5. by discussions
in the A.Ps 28 to tTke advisabllity of the A.P.S. publishing a
catalogue, Surely e fair dlscussion of the subjeet c¢ould do no harm.
What do you think of this angle? ‘ ; ;

. Slncerely yours,
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. Mr, L, G. Brookman,

121 Loeb Apcade,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Mr, Brookman:

Yours of the 2nd and 3rd recéived., Will reply to the latter.
What you noted on the 1847 Brown cover is due to photography, as
the stamp is perfeectly 0.K. You see in making a negative of a cover
of several different stamps of different coleors we get different
density of the stamps on the negatives, In making prints, one stamp
is apt to print very deep, another very thin, hence over £he under-
exposed stamps on the negative I paste a plece of tissue paper to
retard the printing, If this plece of paper is cut to the exact size
of the stamp it can hardly be noticed but I seldom take the trouble teo
do this. In the case of the 10¢ 1847 I pasted & hinge on the glass*
side of the 10¢, which was not the exact size as the stamp, hence the
difference you neted, The idea 1s to get the general effect,

~

Regarding the four cuts of the 107 which I sent you and which I return,
These are four samples I sent as a suggestion in case you wanted to
illustrate the principal recut errors of the 10/ - that is, those which
are outstanding and can be readily identified by cuts sueh as these.
Perhaps you could get Elliott Perry to have John Shevrron meke a set

for you., John is familiar with all the recuts and could pick out all
the positions and make cuts like the enclesed for you, 'I will be glad to
gsupply the printed diagrams if you will advise me how many he would
require, '

The 5¢ and 107 Reprints received and I will make prints, also of the
Confed #2110,

I have written Elliott about a wonderful 5¢ 1847 cover whieh I would
like to see illustrated. It is, in my opinien, one of the finest 5¢
1847 covers in existence, I have written Elliott that if he can
borrow it, I will meke a very fine photo.

Re = 5¢ 1847 shift "B." What do you think of this? Only one copy 1s
known, ala Knapp shift. Steve Brown claimed it was a "kiss" which elaim
I thought absurd, I have written Elliott inguiring if he agreed with
Byrown, Perhaps if Elliott thinks the Knapp is a "kiss" perhaps he
thinks the "D" is the same,

Elliott won't tell you what the Knapp shift 1s, so don't waste effort.

e says 1t is genuine but not a plate mariety, meaning I suppose, 1t is

printing error, Now you can look at the photograph which I sent you

and needless to state, you will agree with me that the atamwzis no
printing errors That is a positive cinch, It is either a "painting" or

a genuine plate variety, But don't Jump to conelusions, If you would -
jump to the conclusion it is a painting I could show you many things which
could not be explained, If you would p to the conclusion it was i
gangigo I could also point out some things which would be difficult te
exp Ne

YO‘\II‘B etct »
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December 10, 1941

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your letter retuning Govt. Imitations 1s at hand
and I am glad to note that you have the photos made of
them and the Confederate stamp #210.

Am glad to find that the Brown cover is 0.K.--shows
that things are not always what they seem to be at first
glance.

Had a letter from Eliiott yesterday. He doesn't
feel that he can do the work suggested on the 10¢ plating
diagram and says that his assistant 1s so busy with some
job that he can't afford to take him off of it. I know
that he has just given a so0lid month of his time to the
Essay book and I have an 1dea that he has a lot of things
that he has laid as&dé for so long that he simply must get
at them without any further delay. He makes this statement;
"I started to codify the 10¢ 1847 markings but didn't get
far when it seemed that 1t would take me lionger to find the
variety in the code thanto Locate the stamov on the plate."

I think I am disclosingﬂ no information that Elliott
wouldgd object to my disclosing when I reveat what he has
Just writtenme in the foliowing lines; "You c:=n say anything
you want to apbout the Knarr shilit and copver, steei or cold
molasses piates. If the article is vublished in handbook form
the Committee willi maske its own comment and assume the
resvonsibiiity for it." B0 a certain extent this places me
behind the "8 ball". My entire object 1s to get at the truth
and to rresent this truth to the coliectors. If the only way
that I can get it is to write exactly what I please and then
let veoplie who know a whole lot more about it than I do stand
off and take pot shots at me and my 1ideas, I supvpose thzt 1s
what I might morzaly be pound to do.

In a nutshe&l, my ideas about the 1847 plates are as
foliows; 5¢g--copper or a cooper ailoy, 1lO¢g---copper ailoy,
possibly for some reason aomewhat harder than the 5¢ vlate.

I have long been inclined to think the 10¢ plate was of steel
and the 5¢ of copper and even at this minute I must admit that
m¥ mind is as changeable as a woman's when it comes to thés
plate. I have reasodto think that even at this minute something
is in the wind regarding these plates. Gillbert's C.C.P. articles
o have been haywire up to now but I have some reagson to think that
he is writing another one that may have factualﬁnformation which
will ppove that the plates were not steel. I prefer that you do
We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies
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not mention this to a living soul--we will Jjust have to
walt and see if anything comes up. I have some reason to
tbink that the next 1scsue of the C.C.P. may have something
to say about 1it.

In regara to the Knapp shift--I have my own 1ldeas about
it and I can honestly say that they are mine in the sense
that nelither you, nor Elliott, nor Souren, or anyone else,
have had anything to do with the forming of my ideas. I
recognize the fact that mere speculation and I also recognize
this--I believe that Souren has made an honest and intensive
effort to find out the truth in regard to this particular item.
In other words, my speculations are pitted agaidnst the finest
of philatellic equipment which 1is, normally at least, a one-
sided provosition. Perry has never told me anything about
this item that amounte&ﬁyto information but I don't blame him
at all.

I do not know the position of the Knavp shift unless it
is 23L. It is not easy to commpare the photo of the item with
the illustrations from Perry's article in the C.C.P. but it
seems to me that 23L fills the bill. If this dedudtlon 1s
correct, then this is what I assume to have haprened; At
some time during the late 1life of the plate, 33 L was reentered.
At¥{ the time of this reentry, the pressure on the transfer
roll was not completely relieved and and unintentionallf
partlial reentry was made on rosition 23L. at the time the
Blate was removed from the transfer press. This would have
permitted only the deepest lines on the plate to have been
thus @inintentionally reentered on the plate. In thils theory
I am assuming that the 11nesbf the Knapp shift are the deepest
on the plate and that the pressure between the plate anéd the
roll was Jjust sufficient to reenter these lines. I have no
doubt but that this theory can be shot full of holes. If you,
or anyone else, gan show me that i1s 1s impossible I will be
glad to have you do so. If it is possible I certalnly like
1t better than the "solder" theory. I think it would be a
fine thing if this did turn out to be the right answer because
I think all concerned would be satisfied with it. As a genuine
plate variety the item would not lose in value, no one would
lose "face" over the deal and calm could be restored to the
Eastern Philatelic Front! So far as I know, the question of
whether or not the plates are coprer or steel would not be
concerned as I see no reason why it would not have be possible
on either type of plate.

According to the radio at the minute the most important
plate in the world is ARMOR PLATE.

Best regargs,
We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies ‘\B Z
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assumes to be final and th@ 1ast‘word; Such stuff is positively

_ nuts and absurd, _

I note your. reference to @ilbert, I am in correspondence with him
end have .a very clear idea es to what he is doing., I wouldn't take
his stuff very seriously, You must remember that he knows practieally

mothing about our stamps, He is a dealer and he is, (in my opinion)

endeavoring to establish a reputation for himself, You need not weit

for.any stuff to be published by him,

Vay I also offer the following suggestions If you haven't a very fim
conviction about the 1847 platés don't spoil your article by express-
ing theories which you have arrived at in haste. Are you sure you are
at all qualified to form a worth while opinion'as to whether the plates
were of steel or copper? Opinims arrived at after meager study are

‘of very little value, Note how a person like Gilbert went haywire when
" he tackhed a subject about which he knew nothing, Conclusions arrived

at in haste and put in print may kiek back in later years and make one
appear very foollish, I speak from experience. :

Perhaps Gilbert can produce some evidence indicating that the 1847
plates were not steel, but he cannot produce any evidence to prove they

.were steel., Agaln re = the Knapp shift, The 5,UsS. does not list

this double transfer, hence why devote any great space to 1t? Your
article is for the average collector, not for the advanced speciallst

or student, To the latter class do you think that any personal '
opinion you would express would carry aengygreat weight or change eny
opinions now held? Ask yourself these questions and then use your

own. judgement as 6 how you care to handle the subject, As for Souren

I wouldnt?t pay any special attention to enything he has siid about gho
Knapp stamp. Thé changes are he don't know anything more ebout it than -
you do, and Perry is in the same class, If he wasn't he wouldn't have
made a dozen guesses, all of which have been wrong. Belleve it or not,

The Knapﬁfétampiun&ueationably came from 23L1 and if Perry knew his
23L1 as! $horoughly as he should know it, he would not have made some
of his foolish guesses. ! '

In your comuent on the Brown cover you stated that things are not

‘always what they secem to be at first glance, This is one of the truest

fhings that can be said about philatelic research work, .

’ii all gseriousness I wouldn't theoriée if I were you about nhow the Enapp

stamp happened, If the stamp showed certailn characteristics which 1t
does not show, then there might be some basis that your theory might
be correct, onsider this point, Suppose some day that the stamp was
proved to be a "painting" then how would your theory lock in print?

I have found that plate varieties are a very deep study, especlally
double transferas, One cannot acquire a comprebdbnsive knowledge unless
one has had access to the study of a large amount of material., Some-
timeg a problem looks very simple when the fact is, it is quite com=
pliceted. '

Barr's solder theory 1s not quite so silly ag Perry would have us
believe, It does at least account for several important points which
I could very easily demonstrate to you by conversation but hardly
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’ in a letter, I think you can better empley the space in your.
article to constructive information regarding the 1847 issue and the
postal markings of the period than in theorizing on how the Knapp ;
stamp occurred or whether the plates were copper or steel., I doubt

A if the average collector gives a damn about either. = i T

I note that 1t will be impossible for Perry to make up a set of -
| © diagrems for you.of the 10/ showing the outstanding plate varieties,
I suggest that you return the dleagrams I sent you and I'1ll see what
I can do. If you publish these, it must be with the understanding -
that the showing 1s not complete but only of certain outstanding and
easily identified positions, I note from your card that Purroushs
4. -has givem you permission to illustrate his large block of proofs, seo
s T will send you'a print., How about Serphos? oo i N

I have asked permission for you to illustrate a very remarkable cover,
This is a cover used from S.F. to N.Y. and 1t 1s the ‘only known use

of the 10¢ 1847 from California, If I obtain permission, T will send
you print and a complete description of the cover. It has never

been 1llustrated and I have been meserving i1t°for a special article

as I conslder 1t one of the finest of U, S§ /covers. ; .

Sincerely yours,.
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December 14, 1941

Derr Mr. Ashbrooks

The above salutation seems a little stiff when I comsider the
help you have been giving me and the friendly and much appreciated
advice you offer in the letter just at hand.

In regard to the Handbook Committee, I took up this matter with
Kimble when I was in Chicago just a week ago. I told him at the time
that I did not intend to permit the Committee to take any pot shots
at you, I, Souren, or anyone quoted in the article.

I gather from your letter that you would not object to any
comments that the Committee might make if they are made in the A.P.
and I, or the authorities concerned, have a chance to reply to them.
Such comment should be in our hands at an early date and I believe
the Committee comment and the rebutal comment shuuld appear at the
seme time. If I am right in my assumption, please inform me and I
will write Perry at once to this effect. I feel certain that he
will agree to this reasonable proposition.

You know that I consider Elliott one of my best friends and I
don't believe that he would ever do anything that would hurt me if
he could prevent it--and the reverse of this is true. On the basis
of evidence at hand I think I can assume that I also have a friend
in Ft. Thomes, Ky. Both you and Elliott have given me so much of
your time and the benefit of your experience and knowledge that can
tell you trhathfully thet I am actually ashamed to ask for further
help. I'm fed up with this article on the '47's and if I wasn't a
stubborn fool I'd say to H--- with it.

Of course I could eliminate the source of the arguments by
forgetting the plates and the Knapp Shift. However, 1 consider
these to be integral portions of the article and I don't believe
they should be considered taboo. I only want to present what FACTS
are known and what REASONABLE THEORIES exist. 4

So far as I am able to gather from your letters you are firm
in your conviction that the plates were copper, or, as is more
likely, some form of copper alloy. I have no reason to feel that
your position is untenable in any respect or I would have no desire
to bring it agiﬁn#bo the attention of collectors. As a matter of
fact, the logic of your deductions has caused me to rewrite the pazrbt
of the article dealing with plates and this portion of the article
is (here given in condensed form) about as follows;

l. Your conclusions in brief form

2. "So far as I am concerned, I em not in any position to
offer any positive evidence as to whether or not the pletes were
copper since my kmowledge of this field is limited. Such evidence,
or apparently reasonable speculation, as has been offered to me
indicetes that the plates were probably of copper that was alloyed

with some other meterial which would tend to make the resulting
We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies



Stenley B. Ashbrook

(2)

metel harder than pure copper. I consider it quite probable that
the 10¢ pkate was harder than the 5¢ because it did not seem to
wear as much, in proportion to the number of impressions made from
it, es did the first 5¢ plate. I also think that the second 5¢
plate made have been harder than the first 5¢ plate."

3. "There has been some talk that the 1847 plates were made
by the "Galvanopdasty" method as were certain of the early French
plates. Very briefly, Galvenoplastic plates are plates made of &
very thin metal which are "backed up" by a deposit of metal deposited
on the back of the plate by an electrical process. - At the moment 1
do not believe that the best American students are much impressed
with this theory but should any reliable information come to light
by thﬁ time this article goes to press I will be glad to include it
here.

4, Invitationﬁixtended writers to give their opinion if they
feel the plates were steel plates.

T really believe you will feel the above is 0.K. which is the
way it should be. Furthermore, 1 don't think thet Elliott can
objeect to the way it is written. I've really never been abée to
understand just why he hasn't set forth his ideas about the '47
plates. He has, of course, the highest regard for you and T+ll
be darned if I know whether he is afraid that he couldn't prove
his theory or that he doesn't want to tear down your theoryl

The Knapp Shift certeinly seems to be a thin ice propostion.
» Perry----"Not what it seems"
Souren-~--"Absolutely genuine shift"
Harmer---"A painting"
Jacobs=-="Absolutely 0.K."

P "
Hennan A f%%??z
Brookman---What Brookman thinks is of no importance. So
fer as I am concerned, the question is not what I think
but whether dr not I have sense enough to mention this
itemff in such a manner that I won't be (1) Shot at
sunrise, (2) Sued by Souren, (3) Ridiculed to my grave,
(4) Combination of (1), (2), (3).
Frankly, I don't give a tinker's dam what anyone thinks of

MY opinion of the Knapp Shift so long as there is any chance that

I may be able,to bring to light the real truth about this item.

If there hagxgeen any faking done in connection with the item the

truth should hurt no one---if faking has been done that is a'much

different story. I have no desire to hurt anyone--dxcept in the

bpoad sense of the word it would be none of my business what anyone

did with this item. As a matter of Tect, 1T I CHOUBRt it was &

fake, or rather if I thought this might lead to someone proving it

to be a fake, I think I would prefer, under the circumstances, to

dismiss the item with the most brief mention.

I wonder if it would be a good idea for me to copright the
article in my own neme. I know that either you or I could have
the cuts for the asking. Looks like such action would take care

of sbout 51% of the Capitol Stock! Advise me about this.



Stanley B. Ashbrook
(3)

I sent the diagrams of the 10¢ '47 to Perry=--will ask him
to forward them to you.

I have photos from S8erphos in my possession. These cover
the block of 6 of the 10¢ end the blocks of 8 and 12 of the 5¢.
The 10¢ block hes been shot thru a filter which gives it the
appearance of an unused block--regular photo showing cancellation
would be better.

Hope you get permission to illustrate the 10¢ cover fraom
California.

I'm plenty tired and I'm going to bed. This has been a hard

letter to write. One last question comes to mind--did plate 2
of the 5¢ wear as much in proportion{hs plate 17

Sincerely yours,



4354 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

_D.e. 15. 1“1.
¥Mr, L. Ge BI'O
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minneapolis, liinn,
Dear L, G«
I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter recelved
today from Gilbert and I will leave it to you as to
whether or not this fellow Gillbert is sguirreley. L

You will note he mentions Horace Barr,. W911~ﬁaraoe

48 a darn nice chap but he knows about ae much about
‘'stemps as & kindergarten pupil Imows about Greekd

If you guote any of these sguirrels in your artiéle, W

you will have occasion to regret it at some future
date, _

If I /cen read English, Gilbert states Perry's plating.i
. of the 10f 1847 1s bogus, I dontt Imow what he means
by this, as Perry's plating is 100% correct.

Yours etec, P

f




L}

- 7" “Perry has returned the 10¢ diagrams to me and I an éﬁro}%hét hq%.,:

434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort. Thomas, Ky.

Dee. 21, 1941,

ir, L+ G, Brookman,
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minneapolis, Ninn.

Dear L, G,

Replying to yours of the l4th, Elliott is one of my closest =
friends but this does not mean that T haven't the right to. \ 7
differ with him or to criticise severely any statements he S
makes, I grant him the same privilege. I do not approve of his-
personal comments in A.P, haendbooks becauge they are not Committee
comments but Elliott's own personal opinions, Elliott has, I am
sure, been very graclous to you, he is very graclous to all who

are seriously interecsted in stamps, But I do‘nof think thai the .
assistance he has rendered you places you in a position where you

“are oblligated to accept all his opinions as final. I dop't think
the A,P.5. granted him aunthority to insert comments in A.P. hande
-books. Surely Ralph can clear this point up definitely Tor=you.

I think he assumed such authority and I think somebthing should be

/“dons.ebouf it. I do nobt object to any comments or criticism 48 |

pvnvisionfis made to reply to same in the same number of (publica 1pn,
but to InSert comnents in a handbook with no opportunity’ of reﬁu
isthish hended, xnﬂy apbitrary, and very unfairy’ ' If -Peruy wims

any CO?;Lnt on any of my stuff I want the opportunity to rep&dyat the
same bt e

Rega wding the changes made in voup avrticle, First - Gilbert and'
his galvﬁnaplasty stuffy’ If I were you, I would ignore nim come
pletely,  His article appeared in the C, C, P, hence fow A,P.S84
members krow anything about it Not having read it your remarks :
will not be tnderstood by A.P.S, readers, I think Gilbert: haa de-’
monstrated thet Be don't know what he 1s talking about, i

Re « the 1847 plates, what makes you think that the 10¢ plate ‘was
harder than the 5¢2 I have never found the slightest bit of evidence

to this effect and unléss you have some good evidencej I wouldn't

inject a personal opinion,

There wes only one 10¢ plate and from it only 5250 impressions weére
struck, Of the 1,060,000 printed, only 891,000 were issued o _poste
masters, 8o you see we are only concerned with 8 - o | N
18 only 4,450 impressions, Have you evidente to show that ths
first 4 450 impressions of the 5¢ showed any greater wear than the
4,450 ten cents impressions? If only 4,450 impressions had been
atruck from both plates, then perhaps e could make a compariaon.

You aiso state that you believe the 57 Pl 2 was of a harder netal than&f}

Plate 1o I have found no evidence to this effest. Every student has
had the idea that all Pl 2 stamps that were lssued were fine early

. énpravings and that the plate showdd very little wear,. This is not
true because I have identified Pl 2 stamps which/show guite a lot of

weary I certainly do think that you should have your article copy~
righted. e I

: ; ‘ - ¥ b © ol
L Py »
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lir. L. C. Brookmen, Dec. 21, 1941.
hasnlt the time to devote to making the drawingss =

I rote that Serphos sent you photos of Ehe,lo¢ block of 6, but
not of the bloek of 3, If you want the’laiter, I can sena you' &
pring, #1l'my photos were made thru a filter so I have none showing ,
the cancelations. _ el g B, 9

Again ve - Cilbért, I have just writtenm him in a nice way that I -
have no idea what he is try¥ng to ‘develop but will be glad to pread
his article when published. I really haven!t the time to devote to
his various theories. £ _ ; - s N

Re - the 57 1847 "D" shift, Note catalogue guotatlion in comparison

to the cther thres., For twenty years after its discovery, no
duplicate was discovered, Steve Brown sald it:-was a kiss, Porry is =
not familiar with 1t,  With only one copy known what 1p your guessft .
Is this from P1 2 or is it & very late resentry on P1 1? If a"
dvuplicate would be discovered wouldn't you then belleve that a .
duplicate of the Knapp might turn up? Or would you? LTy

I think the less seld about the Knapp, the better, Remember I don't
say it 1s good nor ‘de I say 4t is bad, 80 you can't guote me, -
Elliott savs it is not what 1t seems To be whicH means that he den't

" enow what 1t is. Harmer says ite & "painting" bub Harmer is a silly
. 0ld inglish fool, Jacobs says 1ts "0.Ks" but if I seild to Jeke, go
" glow he wouldn't bet a dime heé was right, Hennan is no authority and

his opinion is valueless on this stamps. Souren belleves 1t 1is
genuine out things are not always what they seem to be, So you see
if you quote any ofpthe above It will be ink wastod. ‘

Re & 1847 copperiplates, I sent you photos of the 10/ Confed Frame
Line (copper) showing scratches, and these scratches are identical
with scratches founﬂ:i%*gﬁb.margins nf & number of positions in the
right piae of the 10¢ 1847 plate, In the Dietz book on Confeds 1s
sgbsolute proof that the FPrame Line plate was made of copper, Had.
Perry known his stuff when he was plating the 10¢4 he would have krown
that steel plates don't produce scratches like occur on the 104 47 &
platéy . He donli even know wbout this at the present time., New you ..
show'me any Toppan Carpenter stanp or any National Bank Note stam with
scragches like we find on the 104 1847 and I will throw up uy han .
and. admit that the 1847 plates vwere made of steel, So if you would
quote Perry's opinion on steel vs copper you would be quoting someone

o

" _who didn®t know his stuff,

There are other bits of evidencé just as strong as the sbove  which I
have never mentioneds What's the uge? If anyone wants. to believe :
that the plates were steel why shonuld I argue with them.  ¥he earth is
not flat and the moon is not made of green cheese but some, people
believe that way, Elliott's crack about molasses plates wasnt't a

damn bit famny, o ~ T 4

Under separate cover I am malling you a photo of the Burroughs proof
block, This does not show the filtered out "Specimen" which was

_ printed on each positiony’ The last tise I heard from Karl he had

not- been able to determine the exact plate positions, nor have I.
Perhaps by this time he has solved the problem, I would find out if
I were yous e = :

I am enclosing a photo of a 10/ Bisect, ex-Knapp collection and




#3. " __
Mr. L,*@. Bpookman, Dec, 21, 1941,

genuine, as history is known,

I am also enclosing you a print herewith which is a photo of a °
:photo Elliott loaned to me, This cover cannot be illustrated with-
out, Elliott's permission and I request that you do not mention that
I sent you the enclesed, which please return, I have written

him asking him to please try and borrow the cover from the owner
.and send it to me so I counld make & fine photo for you to use in
_your article,

Sincerely yours,



L. G. BROOKMAN

Member
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BRIDGEPORT 2969

IBrookMAN STtamMp CoMPANY \Xl/eare

always

121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin n tl};le
Minneapolis, Minn. ':;a;):; .

Stamps

December 23, 1941

Dear Stanley:

The best of friends not only have the right, but the obligation,
to disagree if there is not an actual meeting of minds. The
obligation is also present to exchange ideas for the common good
and on a common ground. This I know you are willing to do and if
we cannot find means to do this with the 1847 article we will make
definite arrangements so that comments will not bé made so that we
have no opportunity to reply to them.

Elliott does not seem to be disposed to make comments in the y
A+P, and has not as yet told me that he would refrain from making
comments in ease a Handbook is published. Ximble is in perfect
agreement with you and I that no comments are to be published in
the handBobk. Of course, if the Handbook Committee wanted to make
a token comment that did not condemmany point of importance, or
in any way reflect on statements or opinions made by anyone ouoted
by me, I wouldn't be bothered by such comment. I will absolutely
refuse to permit a handbook to be printed if it contains any comment
that you object to in any way, shape or form. I enclese a capbonn
copy of a letter I miled today to Kimble.

Ix regard to the plate 2 of the 5¢--no doubt the reason most
students seem to think that all copies from this plate show littde
wear is beeause they are umable to tell worn copies that come from
thie plate. Perhaps I just took a left-handed way of getting your
opinion on the matter!

In regard to the 10¢ plates, I think you would find that the
concensus of opinion ( which of course ppoves nothing) is that the
10¢ did not wear as much as the 5¢ in proportion. I donft think
that &t did but the reason for this my very well be due to a
difference in the abrasive ouality of the inks used for the 5¢ and
the 10¢. I have so stated in the article.

Approximately how many stamps do you believe were printed
from the first 5¢ plate? Do you feel that wear on a plate is,
under normal conditions, evenly gradual? The phrase seems a little
awkward, %hat I mean is, does each succeeding impression wear the
plate to approximately the same degree or does this wear accelerate
or decelerate at some point in the life B8f the plate?

Regarding the "D" shift on the 5¢---; I haven't seen it so

caﬁtgive much of an opinion of it. I can say this—I've never a
seen a kiss that T thought looked so mueh like a shift that -4 Jd««)‘" ;

should fool anyone. The kiss lines are tdo fuzzy and are not

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies



L. G. BROOKMAN

BRIDGEPORT 2969

IBrookmMaN STtamp ComMPANY \Xl’eare
always
121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin in tl}:et
Minneapolis, Minn. Za;a:y :
Stamps 3
likely to cover small scattered areas over the stamp. I have %

no idea as to the anrpearance of the "D" shift so far as wear

goes. If plate 2 was used £A6A/IB)2/A (my notes are home and

I may be wrong on this--1840 seems the right date although I
recollect that you told me of an sarly use of plate 2§ for nearly
as long a period as plate 1, then it seemes obvious that it was a
rather late reentry on one plate or the other but I know of no

way that such could be told unless by the shade. Unless the entry
seems pretty fresh we might have another "Knapp" item on our hands.
I, the impression is worn to any appreciable degree it seems that
more FALEI€4 wopies would have turned up unless the sdlder ran out
of this onel.

Elliott has told me that the 107 unioue shift he purchased in
auction some time ago was for a client and that he thought it might
have occured in the same way as the Knapp item—-whotever he meant
by that. Perhaps he intended that remark to be confidential although
he didn't say so so I suppose we had better treat it as such.

I can't recollect that I have ever seen any stemps known to have
come from steel plates that had scratches that had the same appearance
as those found on the 10¢ '47 and on the Confederate 7209. Such items
would unguestionably catch my eye.

Any chance that #54 was printed from a copper plate? Or have I
asked you this before?

Glad to get the photo of the bisect. Would like to have the
photo of the cover with the strip of the 5¢ ahd the Begaver on it
8o hope you can get a photo. I am returning the other photo.

o

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies
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‘Booloced yoa 3113 Wepl on ardiele on He "ﬂm@" rrilia,

T have had o lstier frowm the Chiengo Chief of the 17.°.
“esret ‘erviece caying tho1 ~uch °n articls choul? be vritten
tnd he hae pemented thnt n cony of the ~riicle he formwdsd
%0 him vhon 1t 15 printeds ™Mic Wewe 1o Thems J. Ozlleghen,
Po0.Bon G8200=1, Chicnpo, 711, “ond him o cony of fhe A.P.
in vﬁtcb e artiele nmnen roe SRR As N & ¢

‘Tan ne ¢ the ardiele on the Y7P'cs T have $him article
just about rendy €6 po. “m mitine for a very fov more
§1luetr-tione end Pove furt o 13ttle bit to do onithe test,

T went 1t distinetly undap-tond h$ this $o nmot $6¢ be reprinted
as o Hepdbook =ithout vy ouprecc poymicoiem amd 4% 30 mot 40 s
reprinted 2o o hondbeck wiith the pormiocion of Stanley Pe
ichbrook oince he e piven me ~ermicedon to uee his drewings,
photographs, and informtion only with the understvnding thot
no corventc nre to be mndé on such ~ortioms of the artiele es
ape of concern to hime T you canmot nesure me that. you eam and
=117 witheld autheority to reprint this article ¥ foci thet under
the eirometanees it wo:'d he unfir fo 1Nhbrook for ve to let
1t be published in the P unless 4% woo conywishted by me =o
that T eonld undor 211 efrc it neee mimtoin control of 1t,
Te you 7411 pive se on offisis] cocurenee, co TA4thr of the AP,
that the article =111 nmot bo ronri-tod ~1thout my permicsion, I
do not feel thot T shou'd esomgricht it ao nome of the mmteriol
ond the rhotos spe from other scurees thun whbrnot and me-u

Teiting thic in con 1dormbla bnete.

-

. : ' ; - %ot vegarde,

Slbcer p

e
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434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dec. 26, 1941,

Mre L. G. Brookman,
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear L., Gd:

Yours of the 23rd received and I am glad to know that Ralph is

in agreement with us on the subject of the Handbook "Comménts" -
Lest their be no misunderstanding on Perry'!s part I have written
him very frankly on the subject and told him in no mistaken terms
that T entirely disapprove of such high handed stuff,

As an example, note my One Cent Book, Vol. 1, the Brazer chapter

on Essays, Note Brager's remarks re - the 1l¢ Essay, Note the
illustration of the 1l¢ original die with the layout guide lines,
Brazer stated that "It appears" the 67 Eesay came before the lf.

I disagreed with Brazer, hence the "Committee" comment in the Brazer
AePsS, Essay Handbooks This lousy comment is Perry's and Perry's
alone because neither Hall or Stowell know a damn thing about the ,
subjects Now note the second paragraph of the comment (under the
illus:ration of the 6¢ Essay)., Here a positlive stetement is made.

A positive statement that the 6¢ Hssay die had layout gulde lines.
Would you be surprised if I told you that this 1s not a fact? At
least, no 6¢ Essay proof is known to exist which hsae any trace of
gulde lines. Wouldn't you think that this is falrly good evidence
that there were no lines on the 6¢ Essay dle? Perry's statement of a
fact is not a fact but merely his own personal theory, just an ase
sumption, because as he wrote me, what evidence he had led him to
believe the 6¢ came before the 1,

Re - the wear on the 5¢ 47 Plate /1, and the 10¢ plate, Because

these plates were both made at the same time I suppose there was very
1ittle difference if any, in their composition, I doubt if the 3
difference in the two inks had any effect in making one wear down any
faster than the othery If we had the 44th hundred impression of the

5/ and the saume of the 107 and could lay them side by side I doubt if
the 57 would show any more wear than the 10/, It is merely an as-
sumption that the 5¢ wore down faster than the 104, We certainly have
no proof that it did, If we compare 5¢ stamps which may have come from
sheets printed after 8,000 impressions can we compare these with lm-
pressions of the 10¢ which came before 4400 impressions? Up to and
including Mar, 20, 1849 2,400,000 of the 5¢ had been delivered, This
was 12,000 impressionss No doubt all of these or at least the great
majority came from Pl.r%. Wie asgume there were but two plates of the 5¢
but how do we know there wers not three? So you see when some suart
Aleek takes the total number of 5¢ which were printed and assumes that
all these stamps came from only two plates, he jumps to the conclusion -
that the. plates could not have been copper because 8O and .80 t0ld him
it would not have been possible to get so many impressions from two
copper platess If we could ldentify all the eorner positions of twe
plates we would have sixteen that were different, If we could make
this number 17 then we would know there were three plates. So far we
haven't been able to identify the 16 but we have more then 8, The
above will give you some food for thought,
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#2.
Mr. L. G, Brookman, Dee., 26, 1941,

Re = the "D" shift., I was under the impress on I sent you an
enlarged photo§raph of the H. pair that belonged to Emerson, In
this pair the "D" was the stamp to left, If I didn't send you a

“photo advise me at once and I will run off a print for you.

Re - the 107 1855 shift. Elliott probably hasn't divulged anything
to you about this stamp which is unknown to me. He bought this stamp
for Harry Jefferys of Ardmore and the sole and one reason for its
acquisition was an endeavor to prove me wrong, He and Jefferys
together with Horace Barr wanted to prove it was an "imitation" shifs

~and not an asctual plate varidiety as I had gone on record in stating.

He = #54 ~the 90 1860. Toppan Carpenter never used any copper plates
for their postage stamps, The "burrs" on the 90¢ are typical of
stesl plates, not copper plates, Further the scratthes are typlcal

of steel plates, not copper plates, :

I didn't tell you before that I will have a very short article In the
coming "Stamp Specialist" on the 5¢ 1847, detailing em important dis-
covery, IL@recently mades If the “Specialist?fcomes out before your
article ybu have my permission to use any of the date in the "Specialist"
article. I considered this discovery of enough importance to write it
up myself otherwise I would have given it to you to include in your
article, :

1 may have some word soon on the cover with gtrip of four 104 from
California. ' Its up to Elliott to get permission on the Beaver cover.

Yours ete.,



OW#M&MWW}W




R = b e awse s ‘ebq!LhVU,a,a#/
’ M/Z()uloi/um @LWMM.L/&’(“’@/J
‘M*K‘wgf; WWM/ééu STVEOMRIRN Kowr & e

@ T
Xfﬂﬁ/(/w(m ‘QMWWG/‘MW



W /o d /ur—@xw A STGF‘
#AZOOM/OWM? /L{/fo/@"

O el et T arve o /%1(!7
FHoo.000 u-ﬁ bl S¢ ot i S
Wm' ?\@MM } i gy ;
%Wm of Muie or ot e |
‘ 0 A~ — Sfeumn SR



5S¢ avbfuere A /DWM ,
ORI P Y m%% '

Mavar )
jWM (Doi conck (Wt ledos
( ;5@/.2 /.u/(u 0 8o | Fesseer |




| @-J‘(/&LW,OJ (§S S Mﬁ:& ﬁ%:;—/gﬂ
e rr R nrn




i
0

-
.




~
~
: :’
\
x
‘\
g
i dg <& T

P e
-y i -
P e =
P& :
E 4 4
2
4 L
~ = 3
: s g
Ji‘ <
¥ p
g
e P
o £

B, Lc Cs BPDOM.'
121 Loeb Arcade,
ﬁznnonpolla. Mlnn.

ﬁe&!’ L. G.-

;454 Suuth Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jane Sy 19410 )
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“After a lot of trouble I succoedod in: 1ocat1ng the. o'ner |
of the 5¢ 47 - Beaver cover that was in & Bartels'sale .

about two years ag Today I made a ‘fine megative of
e

the eover and I'l

nd you print in case you wish to

use it. This cover was questioned But I think it is

absolutely O<K. Both stamps sre canceled with the aameAred

grid, the 5¢ is tied, the Beaver is note
I nad a letter from Elliott xa - Committae Commants. He

takes a very arbltrary st

aﬂﬁé The Committee reserves the

right to insert commanta‘buq?bill not perult anyone to
comment on thetr commonta, ié“ﬁhat-ia that, .

: »\_' g . -\\

’icurs etc. '

-
.
3 o
-}
8
:
3
-
L
g
£ ¥
- g
=

o

By = 10 iy
il
-
g
%
<
Iye.
el
o
'.-
o
i
Ve
15
= &
¥
5
e
1
¥
= %
+
o



m

January §, 1942

Dear Stanleys:

I sent the article to Kimble yesterdsy. Talked to him
Sunday by phone and he told me that he was going to start
it in the February A.P.

Hope the next Specialist is out in time so that 1 can
use information from your new erticle if it is samething that
shoul ppear in my article. Am naturally curkous to know
what is in it--my guess is that it concerns the plates. Gilbert
indicated to me that he had obtained documentary evidence of
great importance concerning the plates e wouldn't tell me
what it was. I understand that he wil}have an article about
this in the next C.C.P. and I am enxious to see what he has to

say.

15 below zero here today so I think I'll just stay right
here at homes I'm glad it is Bunday so I dontt have to go to
the office. s

I have written Stowell and told him to forward you a gallsy
proof of the article as soon as he has one ready. Phil Ward
sent me 5 more illustrations which I included with the others
and the article now has the remarkable number of 85 beautiful
illustrations. Thanks to you this will be, I feel quite sure,
the best illustrated article that has yet appeared in the A.P.

Nothing else at the moment.

S;%;E?;St regards,
P.S. Nearly forgot what I started to write this letter for--

in regard to the "D" shift on the 5¢ '47,1 do have your photo of

this item. So far as I can tell from the photo, the stamp is from

a late impressionof either plate 1 or 2. The 2nd entry must have
been an EARLY entry, aasuming of course that this is a genuine shift
and not a kiss. My impression is that it is a genuine shift although
I would like to see the stanp before I would give a definite bpinion.
If a second copy of this titem turns up ( and I now begin to "smell a
mouse") I would have more faith in the Knepp item., The chance of any
freak or phonz being reproduced exactly is nil so a second copy of
either the "D" 5¢ or the Knapp should prowB that they are genuine
plate varieties.

SE o a L,Zf“ /ZM




. 434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kye

4 _ Jen, 7,.194@Qm' :
Mr. L G‘u Broom“’ '_\ ‘ ; : A

280 Elm Sty
New Haven, Conn,

Dear LbGu. T . 5
‘Undep'separate cover, I am sending you a copy of the latest
Rquarch Grq Bulle€1 Please note that these Bulletins ape
'¢co en ‘and no one outside of the CGroup is supposed to .
~.recelve ongs Perhaps you wlill be interested in my remarks om 3
“tha A.;.S.LHandbook Committee's "Camments.

&

: ‘Re = your letter of the 5th. I made & fine negative of the 5¢
1847 -~ Beaver cover (Bartel!s sale) but so far haven't had tima
. to tmke any prints, Its down to zero here and my "laborktory"
“ds rather chilly“in such weather, Nevertheless I'1l try to get
a print o you in the next few days.

Lindquist advises me that theé . "Stamp upecialist“ 1s\being rushed
and will be issued as soon as possible, I think it is rather
doubtful that 1t will be out.in time for you to use anything in
it for the Pebruary A.Ps I doubt if the matter is of sufficient
interesti to include in your article,. It has nothing to do with
eny of §hlbert's stuff, I don't take mich stoék in Gilbert's
doeumentagz evidences I wou1d.havé ‘to see what he has, before I
wou ake him seriously, 53 {

Re = the "D" shift. You mention Plate Y, If from Plate #1, it
would have to be a very late re-entrg on this plate, otherwise it
would be as ecommon as the two "A" & "B"™ of which plenty of

copies are known, Su poSé  We as sume it is not from Plate #1,
“then it must be from Plate /2, If you think it is & plete variety
-then note the 1mpression. I have stated right along that more
impressions were struck from I'late #2 than all former students of
the 5¢ suspecteds : ‘

Re = Committeb. "Cemments. I think Elliott's position is entirely
~wrong and I den't think the A.P.S.,Béard will support him, &A%

any rate, regardless of what happems, I intend to foree a show-
down on this matter, even if it means his resignation from the
Comuittes, In uy opinion, the Editor of the A,P. should be the
Chairman of the Handbook Committee and the Iditor should be paid a
commlssion ‘or be compensated for the extra work entailed. Elliott .
thinks he knqu it all but he don't.

I sent him~n photograph of the Emer-on D" pair and asked him

] point blank - "What is this a genuine plate varlety or omne Of'

youp, '1m1bation shiftst, Here was his reply: Fas T %

&8 '"Iibhall try to answer your questions about the "D shift 1ater.

“. A1l I know about imitation shifts is what I have been told bx
ﬁf BeODLE WNOE6 bDusiness 1t 18 Eo‘know apout. sudﬁ t




B {a ;‘:' 5 ST p i | : gy
Mr. L. Ge Brookmnn, Jan, 7, 1942.

One oauld asaume from the above that his opinion on the Knapp
ghift is not his own opinion but the opinion of eompone whose -
‘business is to know about suoh things. i bi?
The fact of the matter is Eiliott don't know whnt the Knapp '
shift really 1a, and thnt's the reason he can't ‘tell you,WMat he
thinks, . '
Again I repoat, the Knapp OOpy is no "1m1tation shift," Tt is
one of two things = (A) A'genuine plate variety or (B) a fake,

But of all things, note the following pamﬁmph Pron Hin Jetisry

Y"Your evidence certainly points to ne shifts as coming from the
second plate, But I.éan see no reason why one position on the

- first plate should have been re-entered late in the life" of that
* plate, JIsn't it wmore reasonable to assume the original entry s
- was soldered up and that azter a while the solder fell out
revealing the "D" shift? el :

Now I must confess that I don't'know whether he was kidding o

not, = I was under the impression he thought the solder theory
was a huge joke, Didn't We road a, "funny" paper at a mecting of
the C, C, in which he made fun of Barrls solder theory? Did he
mean that perhaps the Knapp shift fits Barr's solder theory? If
so, then he, must beliavé it is a genuine plate variety.

Here 1is the paragraph from his letter regarding Committee Comments-
"W are not anhniné'a debating society and neither Arthun Hall nor.
myself Pavors additilonal comment anyone who does not bear our
responsIGLility to tho GOGLetys E%an I%'I‘were in favor of 1t I

am sure Apthur would not consent and as long as he said "no" h 4
add}!&ona; ooument would not be printed in an A.P.Se handbook

I think this matter should be definitely settled, and all 1rra~ |
sponsible "comments" barred from A,P.S. handbooks, Inthe first
place, they are a reflection on the avthor and it I entirely
possiﬁle a comment could be wholly wrong and an author be night.

I etill maintain that Arthnr Hall is only a yes man to. D}liott
end inasmich as Stowell don't count, Elliott-1s the whole
Committee, ;

You are the author of your 1847 article and you have a perfect right
to make any statements you wishe 8o far as I am/concerned, you

can criticise any statements I have made or differ with me on any
points wherein you think you are right and I am wrongs If you

want to grant anyone the right:  to differ with you and to inelude

in your article such conments you certainly are entitled to refute
such comments if you s¢ desire, Thus readers have both sides of
the pleture and can form their own conclusions,

To follow any other course is wholly unfair and makes a fool out
of the smthor, I am positive the A,P.8, never intended that such
~a etourse be permitted, I cannot help but believe that Ralph
Kimbla will agree with me.
iy With best wishes, :
‘ @ Sincerely yours,



L. G. BROOKMAN BRIDGEPORT 2969

&
: Mgabis IBrookMAN Stamp ComMPANY We are
CCoNUYS i
T. M. P. S. 121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin in tll:et
TSCPPAS Minneapolis, Minn. I:)aL :y 3
ATPS, e
January 14, 1942
5‘{ Dear Stanley:
(€47 How in the world ean the "D" shift be a very late re-entyy

when the impression is obviously quite badly worn?

I think that this item either occurred in the same manner
/\]0 {—e as the Knanp item or it is a kiss as suggested by F8éve Brown
(or was it Xnapp that said this?),

Just had a letter from Kimble and he says that the article
will not start until the March A.P. due to the fact that he was
unsble to get it ready (cuts, etc.) in time for the Feb. issue.
He seems to be well pleased with it and he says he has forwarded
it to Stowell. We should have galley proofs in a few days——have
told Stowell to forward a set to you.

Have you made a print of the "Beaver" cover? We can and
should work this in.

I wonder if I should have Harold Prooks send me a photo of
the "Secarab" cover out of the Brown sale? I know he woild be
glad to do this for me., Nice fellow and a lucky gambler. I was
playing roulette at the same table with him in New Orleans and
he took them for about $775--and left with the money! He had
taken them for about the same amount two nights previously and
he told me in Buffado that he never went back so he got about
$1500 altogether. Them as has gets!

Nothing more -t the minute.

‘Rest regards,

/
/

‘z4¢z97é4LxL¢>dL(/-~_~‘\_'

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies



454 Scuth Gftnd Aves,
~ Fort Thomas, Ky.

- Jan, 17, 1948¢ - |

} "Mre Le Bo BI"OOM' 5 it 8 : .ﬁf',
121 Loeb Arcade, - ' { cFo
Minneapolia, M;nn. § RGN, 2 4

.Dear L. B. k3

Yours of the 14th received and I note your article ha- been - :
postponed until the March A.r,, which makes it pessible to 1nolude .
several additional 1tem? if you wish to do lo. :

Ag soon @s I receive a proof from Harry on my short 1847 article

. for the next "Stamp Spec: liat" I am golng to send you a g¢opy out
in doing so" I»requget tHat you treat same as strictly confidential

" as I do not wish anyone to see the contents before publications
When you read;tniaiproof you will understand fully why it is . ..

" " published at this time, Herry 1s ineluding some.very fine large

illustratigns:#nd 1t is quite possible you might went to use some
of theSges If 50, I think the A.P. should puwche se them outright
;rom.qindquist. I might add that you have my permigssion to use
anything in jthe article that you wisgh with due credit to-the ‘deurcey
Befo¥e daing this, it will be necessary to obtain Harry's penmission.'“
I ha ready written him that you have iny permission agreea ] to
him, -

24 1 hgve several fine né"tives of ths Partels Beaver eover but it has
been 80 cold I haven!t ®arried long in my dark room ?eceng; I will -
- get #ov a print in plendy of time. - I will also sénd you a photo and
S “‘description of the 40¢ rate cover from California, (only one known)s:
. " Owner has just pdvised,"enything you do is O.K+ with“mos" This“eover
is practically unknown and has never been illustrated.. I intended - -
= to make 1t the subject of & speclal article but will, turn it over te
'you as I think it will be guite an additlﬂn to your article. ?

-« Above all, I do ot want & word to go. to Blliokt: op my "Stamp upeciallttﬁ
| . articles  This ma§ sound gueer but you will understand, I never withe
hold anything fronm good old Uncle Ike but tHis case ig an exception

because ‘I an sincérely trying to find out how goad he'is:” By this I
mean, can'he really distinguish thevdiffcnbnce between a genuine ;

- "double transfér” and an "imitatlon shifte" So far T have not been

. able to get him to comalt himself, I want to prove dsfinitely io P
Elliett that when it comes right down to plate variéties, that things = -
are not alwaye what they seem to be,  Elliott doesn't realize that there 9
is & daun wide differefice between a double trensfer from a steel plate
and one from & coppor,pilate, It ls guite evident that Steve Erown had

¥ simider Opinions to Elllott on certain noints'

I haven't a photo of the'cover that Brooks bought in the: Brown sale,
but if you W}ll write him $o0 send it to me, I will make @& photo of 1it,
I think this would be more sgreéable to Harold, and you can write him
. I made the suggestions Yes, they don't come eny finer than Harold
Brooks and anyone is 1ndeed fortunate to be classed as his friend, I -
. have Yeard from bis own lips his streak of luck at New Orleans in 1958.

45

.. .«+=Re = phe uaé‘elsibeaver eover, There is qulte a story behind_thia item.
‘ Somo aay it e good, gsome say 1t 1s bad, but T say it is goaﬁ¢ I have

. s 5
- ¥

o
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Mr. L. Gs Brookman, Jan, 17, 1942,

the.permission from the owner to write it ups I have also dug
up another unknown 5¢ 47 phus Beaver, but it is only a plece of a
cover but good as gold, IH%have made & negative and will obtain.
permission of the owner for you to illustrate it 1f you wish,

i )

Sincerely yours,



434 South Grand Ave;,
Fort Thomas, Kye.

Jan, 20, 1942,
My, Ls G, Brookman,
121 Loeb Areade,
Minneapolis, Minn,
Dear L, (e

I am onclosing herewlth copy of a letter just re@eived from

This ds8 ﬁuéﬁag;sample of the letters I receive [rom him,
He 1s eifhep' JUTS 9r he has something, What is your guess,
Frankly mine Ts' theé forumer.,

Yours ecte,,

)




434 South Grand Ave,,
- Fort Thomas, Ky.
o ‘ S 'bJanv 22, 1942.
Mrs L. G. Brookman |
121 Loeb Arcade, :
Minneapolis, Minn. : i » it S

Dear L. Gt : i : ’ ,.'~ il ' 5

e

“As promised, I am enoloaing herewith proof of the 1847 article
which will appear in the coming "Stamp Specialist. Lindquist's

- office advises me that they will furnish you any or all of the s
cuts provided the A.P, share the cost of same, - Kindly return 2 vl
these proofs after you have finished wiﬁh them, . : e i

I am also enclosing p“otos of the 10¢ 1847 cover from San Fran—
eisco and the 5¢ V47-Beaver combinai&on covers :

Re «'the former, Ag . you arve aware, no supplies of the 1847
stamps were sent to Cqlifornia post offices, hence any use of:
same from out there were stemps carried out privately.

This cover is a folded circular announclng the formation of & new
comnercial house with several partners, and in the notice, each
partner signed his name, hence the notice was sent sealed with a
407 rate, because it contained writing., Some wise person once
gald the cover was a fake because 1t was a printed circular, ‘The-
markings on face are all in the same red orange, that ig, the
postmarﬁ, the "40" and the "Pald.," The strip 1s hit a number of . P
times with the sanme rvead orangs "paid" and ‘this same paid ties the ! 8
second stamp from left, The postal clerk first canceled the strip 5
with the "Paid" but noting it was rather pale on the black, he then
canceled thé strip by pen marks, There was oil in the red orange
ink, hence where the pen marks crossed the '"peid" the black ink .

did not register, You can detedt: the breaks in the pen lines in
the photograph;'

‘ The strip comes from positions 83L1 - 84L1 - 86L1 and 8L1, The . -
cover went from &,F, on the Pacific Mail 3, 8, "Carolina" which.
the records show sailed from S.F, on Jan, 1, 1851, Also note it is
addressed to the famous firm of Howland & Aspinwall, the firm who
in 1848 owned the "S,S,0alifornia®, the first Usd, mail steanship
to carry meil to California,

Regarding the 5¢ '4{7«Beaver cover, I exqminﬂd this cover: very 0
carefully and there ls no doubt in my mind that 1t is perfectly: %
The grid on the Beaver by my very eareful tracings show 1t to be.

“ the seme as the. grid on the 5¢,  You will note the 5¢ is tied by

~ the grid smd also by the Cudenstown p.ie This cover was in a :
Bartels "Rarity" sale of April 1940 and was reported to have sold
at $410,00, : :

Yours etc.,




e

L. G. BROOKMAN BRIDGEPORT 2969

Member IBrookmMaN Stamp CoMPANY We are
G CaNLY. tflways
T.M.P.S. 121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin mn t{‘et

o . marke
TSCl;PAS Minneapolis, Minn. by
A B.S. Stamps

December 17, 1941

Dear Stanley:

_ I'am still chuckling about the Gilbert letter--I should not
laugh at his English as it is still 1000% superior to my French
but I can't help but wonder if this is his idea of English as
she is spoke or English as she is writ!

Poor Elliott=—— to think that a Frenchmen can come over here
and throw his plating of the 10¢ out the window, However, I am
afraid that M., Gilbert will find the window to be an optical
illusion and the theory he advances will return like a boomerang
and neatly but thoroughly decapitate him.

It is certainhly strange that Gilbert doesn't know about the
law permitting illustrations, I wonder how he thinks the various
magazines coninue to avoid the toils of the law since they
illustrate so many U.S, stamps?

I think I t0ld you in my last letter that I had cut down
the space devoted to Gelvanoplasty to two or three sentences and
I have stated that this theory is not believed to apply to the
UsS, stamps.

Have also rewritten dope on Kmapn Shift and I am eertain
that it will please you. Ag 2 matter of fact I have said very
little about it.

I now offer no statements in favor of steel plates for the
'47's but have stated that the plates were almost certainly of
a copper alloy: that the 10¢ plate may possibly have been a
little hardsr than the 5¢ as it did not appear to have worn as
much in proportion to the number of impressions as did the 5¢
but I further state that since the wear on a plate is due to
a very large emtent to the abrasive action of the ink, it may be
that the difference in the wear may have been due principally to

A€ a difference in the abrasive actions of the inks used for
the two stamps.

I feel that the article is in about its finished form and I
hope that it will prove to be O.,K. I need a very few more
illustrations, some of whiech I believe you now have for me, and
the others I am supposed to get from other sources. Among these
are the Bandholtz items, the big block from Wamd, the essays that
appear in Brazer's new book and perhaps the 10¢ late JId{€ die
proof. When I can round up these last few illustrations I can
get the whole thing in Kimble's hands in a day or so,

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplieb”’%’
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'UNITED STATES
Notes And Comment
By Pume H. Warp, Jr.

Plating the 1847 Issue

A few years back, a wonderful piece
of work in plating the 1847 10c was
completed by Elliott Perry. This was
made possible mainly by the facts that
most of the frame lines of these stamps
were recut, and secondly, the stamp
was black, enabling one to see the
recuts clearer. Then, too, a goodly
number of the stamps had distinct
short transfers at top.

Plating the sc will be much more
difficult. Recuts and the like cannot
be seen so clearly on a brown stamp,
especially a lightly printed copy. How-
ever, Stanley B. Ashbrook has been
studying the sc here of late, and when
the result of his studies are published,
we may expect much new information
and increased interest in our first
series, possibly along with the 1869
emissions, our most popular issues.

Mr. Ashbrook has gleaned much in-
formation from plate proofs which
exist in fairly large blocks, such as the
Emerson block of 30, a block of 16

and several other smaller pieces. Dr. |

Chase discovered some years back a
block of 5o of the sc plate proof. Its
present whereabouts is unknown, and
Mr. Ashbrook would like very much
to see this piece, if available, or would
 be satisfied with a good photograph, if
one is around. Smaller pieces of these
proofs for examination would also be
welcome. We are, of course, referring
to the proofs from the original plates,
ustally surcharged “Specimen”. He is
not interested in seeing proofs from the
reprint plate of 1875, which are around
in complete sheets.

The block of so just described is
undoubtedly the largest piece known
in the way of 1847 plate proofs. In
the issued stamps, a block of 16 of the

Seplember 14, 1942

sc in beautiful mint condition is the
largest piece believed to exist. This
famous item rested in the Lord Craw-
ford Collection for many years until
it was brought to America by John
Klemann and sold to Senator Acker-

man.
While on the subject of the 1847
issue, we must refer our readers to the
excellent article which has been ap-
pearing in the American Philatelist by
Lester G. Brookman. Fortunately, this
will soon be available in book form.
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ADOL.H D. FENNEL,

Active And _Honorary Pallbearers
Announced—Rites Tomorrow,

Services for Adolph D. Fennel,
i| Treasurer of the Clincinnati College

ilof Pharmacy and President of the
{|Maketewah Country Club, will be

held at 11 o'clock tomorrow at the
Clarence M. Baiter funeral home.
“|Burial will be in the Garman
Protestant Cemetery, Walnut Hills,

Active and honorary pallbearerg
were announced yesterday.

Active pallbearers will be Dp,
Walter Griess, John Reinhart, C,
J. Goetz, John Connolly, George
Bausewine, Harry Ritter, Robeyt

| Ahern, Samuel Ritchie, and W,

Stanton, :
Honorary pallbearers represerit-
ing the Maketewah Country Club
will be M. R. Greiser, William A,
|| McKenzie, R. R. Fey, Sanford
|| Brooks, John Finn, Jr., C. Me-
Vicker, E. H. Hoelscher, and Frank

|C. Kareth,

From the Cincinnati College of
|Pharmacy will be Otto Kohl,
|Charles Ehlers, Rudolph Paul, Leo
|Langfels, Edward Plagman, Charles
|Hanke, Jr., Stanley Dosser, Fred
S. Kotte, L. J. Klotz, Carl A,
Schwisser, and John Beatty.

Honorary delegations from Beta

Pi and the Cincinnati Bar
also will attend the




434 South Grand Ave.,
‘ . Fort Thomas, Ky.
V= Jan, 7, 2942,
‘¥r, Vorrow J, Alleny - , : ; N
4£70 l‘la‘ﬁcy Lane’ Apt‘ ’74, i Y : '\ -
Indianapoils, Ind, 7 s

Dear ¥r, Allen:
I am pleased to report that the covers stam B e
and I take pleasure in e*zclosinv *xy check herewith

for $130.00. ‘ 4

If you haye any further items and care to send uhem
to me, perhaps we can.-Tind a place for theme.

» With best wighes,

Cordially yours,




Indienepolis, Inde
December 12, 1941

Mre Stanley Be Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avee
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mre, Ashbrook:

Mre Hugh M. Clark of Scott Publications, Incehas suggested that you
might be able to give me some idea of the value of an old cover I re=-
cently founde

The envelop is buff and of average letter sizes On the upper left hand
side is a picture of a stage coach and six horses and printed benesth
it is "Published by Rendall & Coe, Marysville, California®e. In the up-
per right hand corner is a pair of stamps that I have tentatively iden-
tified as Scott #46e. They might be #45¢ They are lightly cancelled in
blue and are well tied to the cover by thise

Both stemps and cover are in very fine conditione Any help you may be
able to give me will be greatly appreciatedes

Very truly yours,

%%m

-~

MJAsza

LI70 Marcy Lane, Apte #T7h
Indianapolis, Indiana



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Decs 15 3 1941,

e PPOW Je AL le'q’
14470 llarey Lane, Apte #74,
Indienapolis, Ind,

Dear lr, Allen:
Referring to your letter of the 12th, it would be
practi csl1" ﬁmpoyﬂiﬁlt to give you any rediable

opinion on the cover mentioned unless I could see
Ao
e

If you care to send it down to me, I will be only
to glad to give vou any information I cans

byt 5 % -
Sincerely yours



Dece 19’ 1941

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 Se Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky..

Dear Mr. Ashbrook;

Enclosed is the cover I mentioned in my letter of the 12the The pair
of five cent brown. I em also sending for your inspection four covers
with the ten cent green stamp, which I beliéve is Scott No. 5. 1

- have quite e few of theses The cover with the brown threes and one

cent Franklin I thought might be interesting because of the number
and combination of the stamps, even though they are quite common off

cover.
Any informetion you cen give me will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

W\ M"\
orrow Je//Allen
L4470 Marcy Lane, #Th4
Indianapolis,
Indiansa.



Dece 23, 1941,

Stanley Be Ashbrook,
1}34 Se Grand Aves,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mre Ashbrook;

Thank you very much for your letter of the 2lst., It is very interesting
to hear that you have seen other covers that seem to be from the same
sourcee In fact they must be if addressed to the seme person. There

is & bit of & story wrapped around theme I imagine that there were two
previous small lobts dispersed over & period of several years and then I
recently scraped the bottom of the trunke In all there must have been
between 20 and 25 of the Marysville covers but the stamps had dried and
fallen off & number of them end while there were a few loose stamps about
I wasn't able to match them with envelope cancellations. There still
remains 15 or 16 covers with the ten cent green attachéd ajd while all
from Marysville with the blue killer there are only a few "pictoriels.*
The rest are plain envelopes of various shades with "By wey of Panama®,
or "By Overlend® written on them by hande I think I have fwo of the
Scott 49b green, one a pictorial and in good shape, while other is plain
and a corner of the stemp is torne There was one of these stamps loose
and in good conditione Also one Scott 49a badly torne There were also
a few of the ten cent green envelope stamps.

There wasn't a great deal else of exceptional interests Probably about
35 covers of the civil war period, some civil war patriotic, with the
imperforate 3, #33, if I remember, as I dont have the covers or my
catelogue here at the office, and quite lot with the common 3¢ (#6= some-
thing or other), some of the leter showing year detee

If you think you could dispose of the 5¢ pair cover, which, of course, is
potentially of the greatest value, and the others I sent you, it would

be quite agreeable to mes Even though I am & stamp collector and em
particularly interested in the early Americans and not a cover collecter,

I am loeth to spoil so nice a cover by removing the stamps! I would not
expect you to sell these without a suiteble commision for it is of course
necessary to locate the person who wents it and has the money to pay for 1%
I leeve it entirely up to you to say. Sounds like passing the buck, doesn't

it?
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U, Yerrew Je Allen

ol

Indianapolis, Ind,

S lear Mre Allent

& Y&ﬁrs with'the'00vers receivad,

The pair of B¢ 1857 ia the red brown Scott's #46¢ MY o dhe
1Q¢ &re TJPC’ V’ Ocott'S 17'50: 8 R ‘

It 1s quite & coinclidence sabout these ecovers, © I have seen -
others of the same find, in fact quite a good friend of ‘mine in
Wew ¥ork has a similar {tem fo yours with a pair of the 6 1857,
Type I in the rare Indien red sheade, tied with the same blue
¥iller and. blue postmark of ”arysviilo and: addressed to the same
party at Knightstown Inde I don't know wherg he got his items
but he has had them for three or four years.to my knowledge.

“Items like theqe are known as western Pictorials and more

specifically ae Route Coverss They €ome under a specialized
class and ape eagerly squsht after by collectors of "wagterns,”

I think their real valua‘would depend largely on locating the ;
prineipal collectors who would be:intepested in scqulring, I really
don't 'mow what would be a proper apprifsal for the palr of 5¢

cover, It is cuife umusual because tﬁﬁafd pairs were very seldom .

used to pay the 107 rate, whereas covers with the 104 Type V are

rether commont Only’ small supplies of the 5¢ were sent out to
California past offices.

Plein covers: showlng three 3¢ R , 1/ nake a very protty combination
but they are not unisual, -The blue Marysville killer on your cover
glves 1t soue qtra significance.

I ‘know many of the prominent collectors of .| asterns thruout the
country and 1f you desire to sell these covers, and any others you
ray haveé, perhaps I can place them for you to excellent advantage.
If you can give me. sotie idea as to.what you would like: “to obhain :

_for than it would give me a basls upon which to works

The 5¢ to right in the pair is damaged in the extreme night corner
g0 this" will prevent 1t reaiizing what it would havey provided this
stamp was as fine as the one to left, however the stlge eqanh ghould
meke a buyer overlook this defect. \ ; .

: 2 U
I was very mich pleased to sée these covers and if I c‘n be of . |
sgsistance to you in disposimng of them,;o good ‘adventage kindly advise -
me, In the meantime I take the 11berty hblding them until I hear
from you.
Sincerely youra,

Pl
f

Sl . R

B A e I P
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434 South Grand Ave.,
. Fort Thomas, Kye.

Den. 2, 1942,
Nre Morrow Je Allen,

4470 Marey Lane #74,
Indianapolis, Ind,

Dear Mr, Allen:

Yours of the 29th received and I will follow your instructions
on the peir cover, No doubt if someone wanted it bad enough
to pay $85,00, he would probably not hesitate to stwretch 1t to
$100,00, At any rate I have sent the lot to quite a wedkbhy
friend and we will awailt results, He 1s quiBk a crank on cone-
dition and I am keeping my fingers crossed and trusting he
won't be too critical of the upper right corner of the 5¢ to
right, Sometimes a few missing perfs mean yye or no, Its
really too bad that some people are that way.

T will report to you as soon as I receive word whichi in this
case I requested a reply by return malls : <

Sincerely youré,




Mr, Stanley Ashbrook,
434 S, Grand Ave,
Fort Thomas, KYye

Dear Mr. Ashbrook;

Thank you very much for your letter of the Tth and the
enclosed check. I fully appreciate your contacts and the
efforts you have made to dispose of these covers.

I trust that you have so arranged things that you have
obtained a suitable remuneration for your interest.

I will dig around in the covers that ‘I have on hand and
if I can find anything more that seems interesting I will
send them along very soon.

Sincerely yours,

éé%ﬁcazaﬁaqy/

Morrow J. Al
/4470 Marcy e #
Indianapolis, Ind.
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Another Precancel In the 1850’s

Quite a few early stamps of the
United States having certain postal
markings are looked wupon as
being precanceled stamps by many
collectors and it is seldom that they
are found on their original cover or
circular. Illustrated here is a 1-cent
1857 canceled with a ‘“hollow star,”
about 17mm across, on a circular
of The Hubbard Brothers—Whole-
sale Jewelers and Importers of
Watches. Salesroom located at No.
10 Custom House Street, Providence,
R I

Ix{ their circular they offer on
two™ closely printed pages, 7% x 12
inches in size, a number of articles
including chains, rings, lockets, bos-
om studs, sleeve buttons, bracelets,
watches, etc. The circular is ad-
dressed in manuscript ‘“Canton,
Washington Co., Ind. (Indiana) as
can be seen by the illustration. In
addition and printed in gold on the
face appears:

S Hon
Any Enterprising, Wide Awake.
Dealer In
Jewelry, Watches, Fancy Goods,
™ Yankee Notions &c
or anyone

With a Fair degree of Speculative

Genius of good mercantile tact

anxious to make money easily, rap-

idly and sure

THIS MISSIVE IS INTENDED.”
The very nature of the circular

would indicate that the stamp used
was a precancel. A search of the
larger collections of the postal
markings of Providence, R. I., made
at the suggestion of Stanley Ash-
brook and Stephen G. Rich fails to
show such a cancelation from that
town. This fact would indicate that
the “holow star” was used only for
the purpose of precanceling these
stamps at the time—or that the
town of origin would be other than
Providence, say some town where
the circulars were printed if other
than Providence.

The writer firmly believes that the
stamp originated at Providence but
would appreciate hearing from any-
one who has seen a similar “hollow
star” cancel used in the 1850’s from
Providence or any other town. Com-
municate with A. H. Murchison, 877
Tremaine Street, Los Angeles, Calif.

COVERS AT FAIR PRICES
First Day Covers from 1922 to 1941
First Flights, Clipper Flights, Zepps
Round the World Flights
F. A. M. C. A. M. Flights
U. S. on Covers, Postal Cards, ete.
Want Lists Solicited. Satisfaction
assured. Try us.
Marietta Cover Exchange

Box 133, New Lots Station
Brooklyn, N. Y.




Dayton Stamp Dealer Arrested

CCORDING to a letter under

date of July 17, 1942, sent to
Edson J. Fifield, Secretary of the
American Stamp Dealers’ Associa-
tion, by the Chief of Police of
Lebanon, Ohio, Wilburn Unthank,
200 Lansdowne Ave., Dayton, Ohio,
who is also mentioned under the alias
of Grant Beisling, was recently ar-
rested in that city and will probably
be turned over to the Federal Postal
Authorities in Cincinnati, Ohio, for
investigation.

Further information regarding the
matter appears on the front page of
the Dayton Journal for July 18,
1942, in which it states that Mr.
Unthank, who is 27 years of age, is
accused of using the mails to attempt
fraud. His process of operation, as
outlined, was to send an order to a
dealer enclosing an unsigned Leb-
anon City National Bank check in
payment. Usually, the firm would
send the stamps and return the check
for his signature and would then hear
no more about it. The matter is still
pending and if any of our readers
have any claims against Mr. Un-
thank, they are requested to send
them to Edson J. Fifield, 500 Fifth
Ave., New York, N. Y.



ey W e A o 434 South Grand ive.,
LL SRS w e W . Fort Thoras, Ky.
‘ W 3 ﬁartm. ” | g B
jl" H John St. ‘f "
m Yam. n.u . |
4“ : g < i (‘:, ’

J”‘u‘ar J " .

TN 1n *1 an comlng to you for a thtlo informations In your .
 fpril 27, 1940, lot #7 was a cover with a com am&ﬂ St
u’“ vhe 1047 and a 3P Cenada Beever, The 57 was& tiled
tha Beaver wae note I recall that someome mentloned. at the'
that there was sore question about this cever, but from.
hmswatam I could find no feult. The date of use was
_.«ﬂ&ht and ‘the 5¢/ pate to the border was cowect, In'adattion,
fhere were no Canadian due morkingee “hat hothered me ut the
© . tiue, snd I Pind I mede a notation, was that ¢l Haa#e‘.- was
.. epparsutly canceled st Rothester, that is, “4f thé g£rid on the
. Beaver was the asame as that on the 5 4%, 1t seemed strenge to .
 me that tho Caradian postal enthorities would hove recognized :
& Canadiap tamp canceled outside of their countrye .1 have ceen
-covers vith Uu.5, stamps whiech wore malled and the siteups cancalad
" outside of our borders but in sach such Cacsey our postal : :
~-ﬂtﬁ.cials refused’ to rooagn&wthe ‘canceled U, S, stampse,

" for~granted that both grids wers the same, If not too mmch :
, »trouble may I inquire 1if you have any recollection regarding thic“

point, TPurther do you have any idee where thie cover came . P

‘from and whore it e ab mm. Any 1nfomatian you gtve me
-111 be tzreawd gtrictly cmﬂ ential.

*' ‘_ '/ Cordisa _ 11¥- vours,

' v !‘orhape I asesuned too mnch on the Fochester cover in taking it

/




POSTAGE STAMPS - U. S. & FOREIGN MONTHLY PUBLIC SALES
SPECIALISTS IN U. S. ENVELOPES CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST

J. M. BARTELS COMPANY, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1892
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
17 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK o

TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 7-0690

CABLE ADDRESS, BRIEFMARK, NEW YORK

November 17, 1941. .

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 8, Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

My dear Ashbrook:

I am in receipt of yours of the
10th inst. and have looked up the subject
of the Canada 3¢ Beaver on cover with an
1847 5¢€. This envelope was examined by
several well versed parties and the con-
census of opinion was that it was genuine,
though the combination cannot be so easily
explained and I am not sure that anyone
made a special effort to solve it, If it
is any help to you, can say . that it is
now in the possession of Mr.'Wollenberger,
105 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. who
might be willing to submit it to you for
further study.

Regarding the 1¢ Carrier stamp
used in conjunction with the regular 3¢
1861, can say that nearly all that I
have seen have been postmarked New York.
However, I am sure that I have seen some
from smaller offices, possibly could dig
out one or two of them,even if the stamps
are not fine but they might help in study.

As you know, I am always vwilling
to help and have now on my desk several-
letters asking me for what I know about
Alexandria, Hawaiian Missionaries, &c.

I am very pleased to see you
doing such good work and be assured that
I will help whenever possible.

Si C%a@yours g
3 JUB:EN 23 JI.BARTELS
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454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

"Nov, 26, 1941.

Hpo Hermann Vollenberger,
105 South La Salle St.,
Chicago, Ills.

Dear lr, Wollenberger:

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 24the  No doubt I
misunderstood r. Barteldd letter as 1t was my impression -
-that you were the purchaser of thls cover in a sale held

by lir. Bartels & yeav ago last May.

I have no idea of the valte of such a cover, but it was
reported at the time, I believe, that the cover sold at
$410.,00, What T yould 1ike to lmow 1s, whore 1s the cover
at present,

I have had some correspondonce with Mr, Lichtenstoin in
recent weeks on the subject of covers showlng use of U, S,
and Canadian stamps. If Mr. L, has a photograph of the cover
in his files I feel sure he will be glad to loan 1t to me,
Again may I}thank you for your prompt reéply to my letter.

Sincerely yours,



’

Y

- 434 South Grand Ava.,
; Fort Thomas, Ky.

Nove 26, 1941,
Nre Ezra D, Gele,

) Nyack, HoYo $

Dear Eg:

Re = the Barteln "Rerity Sale" which had the cover
from Rochester to Canada with a 5¢ 1847 plus a

Cgnadian Beaver. I wrote Bartels I would like to
seée this cover, to examine it cloae, and to photo=-

mph ite

Note the reply hnrevith from Bartels. I ‘imnmediately
wrote Wollenberger, Note his replys %ow I ask zoq,

what kind of funny business is this?

I am more anxious than ever to see this item end
wonder if yom have any snggestion to mke.

Yours ete.,

i Vi



434 South Grand Ave., '
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dec, 8. : 19‘1& i

ir, John A. Kleeman,
43 lNadison Ave.,

._ﬁonttlat;,3.3;~'

Dear John:

In the Bartel's mlty sal® of April 27, 1940, lot #7

was & 57 1847 cover with s Canadian Beaver m=ed to Canada.,
I have been trying to locate the present ownership of thils
cover, hoping I could borrow it and meke a photograph of it.
Mre. Bartels referred me to Hr. Wollenberger of Chicago, but

it seems he was not the bnym- but had originally owned the

item, :
By eany chancc did bh!s cmver belong to Im and do you st"ll.

. Own ét? If you can help me out I certa nly will ap;proc!.ate
the favor, :

Cordially yom's.



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dec, 8, 1941,

'_‘“0 P%n ‘,'-. __lee arl,
43 Madlsdon Ave., » = ._ E

Montelaty,N,J. : -
Dear John:

arte le of April 27, 1940, lot #7
was a 5¢ 184 over with a C adian uc;vpr ucnd to Canada.
I have been rying to locate t“° present ownership of this
cover, hoping I could borrow it and make a photograph of 1t,
Mr., Bartels referred me to lir, Wollenberger of Chicago, but
it seems he was not the buyer but had originally owned the
i Celile

In the Ba

By any chance did this cover belong to you and do you still
own it? If you can help me out I certainly will appreciate
= the favor. '

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
434 S, GRAND AVE.
FORT THOMAS, KY.

JOHN A. KLEMANN

2 ,wéjk4¢¢z: ﬁ%2¢>//63/;7' A 43 MADISON AVE.
&342; AL /A:azﬂ;:i; 4@{<44:£;;2i2?CLAw€NJ

g sl D 514h~'/Aszw4421°”44£‘%b'4¢%9¢414?/4¢4¢¢‘Z"{/

: ,MV /—a/ M /V/ f 44,%/ o

;—zy.:.—,;g e ;;/1/14,;4/5‘4/ Z 2 : 2;

¥




_~=@btain pérmission from the present owner, o
s ey

-~

434 South Grand!&v&;;“
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Det. 15' 1941 .

Mre. Js I, Bartels,
17 John 3t.,
New York, N, ¥,

My dear Julle:

Re = the 5¢ 1847 cover with Canadlan 3 P¢ Beaver =- Bartels
Rarity sale = April 27, 1940 ~ lot 7. v

As you suggested I wrote NMr, Wollenberger regarding this
“eover and T awm encloging a copy of his reply, You will note
. that this was not of much help. -

If by eny chanee. you would not care to disclose the name of
the buyer may I inquire if you have the original photegraph
from which the illustration was made for the catalogue?
Negturelly I would like very mmch to.see& the cover itself but
if for any reason this 1s impossible, I would like to have a
photographie print, If you could borrow the £ilm from the
photogrepheér I could easily wdke a print myself, ;

"zmﬁﬁe'é'ﬁldp érticle-for the A,P, 1s in preparation to

appear in the February issue and 1f there is no.objection, I

would like %o illustrate this cover, If perchance you can

I

'I,hgte to keep bothering you in this way and I trugﬁ)yqﬁf&illf«

"

- have fopbearance with me

A

Cordially‘yburs, JLQV




HERMANN WOLLENBERGER 1765 EAST 55TH STREET. <« -
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POSTAGE STAMPS - U. 8. & FOREIGN

"

MONTHLY PUBLIC SALES

SPECIALISTS IN U. S. ENVELOPES CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST

J. M. BARTELS COMPANY, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1892
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
17 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK ‘

TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 7-0690

CABLE ADDRESS, BRIEFMARK. NEW YORK

December 27, 1941.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S. Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

My dear Ashbrook:

I regret being a little late in
replying to your kind favor of the 15th inst.

I am enclosing the best illustration
we have of the Canadian 3p Beaver, used with ¢
1847 5c, the og?iﬁéé h was in the sale. This
is an excellent,reproduction of the cover in
question wwameh is a proof impression from the
cliché used in our auction catalogue. No
separate photograph was made at that time as
the reproduction was made directly from the
original.

If it would be helpful to you, we
could probably supply you with the cliché
itself which must be somewhere in the office
but is not very easy to find. The cover was
fully illustrated also in "Stamps" on April
20, 1940.

I shall look forward with pleasure
to your article in the A.P. and you deserve
much credit for the excellent work youa re
doing and the little help which I may be able
to give from time to time is only a small
contribution compared with the great value
of your work. Do not hesitate to call on
me when you think I can be of assistance,

Yours sincerely,

M Danta

JMB:EN M BARTELS

P.S. Regarding the 3c plus lc, 1 have : earched
my rather limited material and find several
letters from Philadelphia to outside towns
but none from cities not mentioned by you.
I fear therefore that for the present I
cannot help you in this respect,



HERMANN WOLLENBERGER @ 1765 EAST 55TH STREET

CHICAGO /bxww? i 7 /z)/‘




e
K 3 ‘ i *
434 South Grand Aves, = &
. Fort Thomasy Ky. -
¥ : &
& e © Jen. 19, 19420
Mr, j. i+ Bartels,
John St , , : : e
New York, N.Y, ; Y oy, 2k W g
liy dear: Jyls: B % : i Ly

Just & 1ine to inforn you that NMr, Wollenbergen,seét me”
‘the 5¢ 1847 « Beaver cover and ‘I made =a photogréaph Bf-sime,
Many :thanks for yourt kindness and co-openation. -

I mide a very careful examination of this.epver gdd I think
it is genuine beyond any guestion of a doubts: 1 heard of a
rémark o the effect that the Beaver was on wove paper, not.
1laid, but 1if-the Beaver 1s not on lald papér then I must
conflesg T don't krow the difference between lald snd wove,.
I ean't understand why A.Fela passed up the opportunity to.
acdcquire this cover, . Surely he eould not bave questioned 1t
~.‘Perhaps the answer. ls that.ltywas just not pretiy enough for
s His requirements, However,, a Beaver-1847 eombination 1s some
_8carce item, In any passable condition, b :

I sade minute conpstisond of the two grids and found that
they were a positiye match, The one that strusk the 1847
“.surely struck the Beaver and no 'one would be so foolish as to
assert that the 1847 'wag not used originally on this: covers
Again nany Thénks Ror wour assistance.

Qordially yours,
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;Summary of Facts About
"1861 Issue Is Needed

.

By JED JONES

P URPOSELY, I am going to keep
that matter of the U. S. 1861 issue
stamps and Stan Ashbrook’s article
on them that upset so many people,
before the eyes of you readers. The
matter of these stamps intrigues me,
and I only wish I knew enough about
U. 5. stamps to be able to do a job
on that issue for publication. But I
don’t know their detailed specializa-
tion, etc., etc.....I just have a nice
lot of ordinary specimens of them.
minus the real rarities, and with of
course a few cancelations that I
like, in my collection. Anyway, I
have other philatelic fish that I
want to fry.

Somebody who understands all the

* points involved ought to devote his

evenings and Sundays for a month
or so to going through everything on
them that has appeared—Stan’s ar-
ticle; the C. Brazer article in the
Collectors Club Philatelist, which is

mostly on the 24-cent 1861 but
sheds much light on some other
values; the recent article in Mekeel’s
by L. Brookman; the many articles
on this issue by E. Perry in Pat
Paragraphs for some years back,
and his recent one in the American~
Philatelist. Chances are he could
work it all up into one really ade-
quate treatment. Each of these men
has hold of aspects that the others
do not consider fully. That is nat-
ural, since each is primarily interest-
ed in a different side of the ques-
tions involved.

If each of these men could be got-
ten to admit that on certain points
he has been working with insuffi-
cient data, and if each could have
his writings combed for the infor-
mation rather than the deductions.
we could have a fine understanding
of the entire matter.

IZach of these men has his own
criteria as to what constitutes a
stamp as contrasted to an essay,
proof, trial, sample, etc. And all
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three of them seem to Jed to neglect
the factor of human fallibility or an
occasional obvious confusion, as
a fact in the story. It just can’t be
taken that everything happened “as
per the records.” Now and then we
can expect, for the sake of comply-
ing with government or corporation
red-tape and routine, some ‘“‘postdat-
ing” and ‘“antedating” of docu-
ments—usually shown by some in-
ternal contradiction such as an affi-
davit date months after the date of
the document.

But the important thing for us
collectors is to keep the question of
th2 1861 issue and its story in fluid
condition. If agitating the matter
does nothing more than get the Scott
'~atalogue people to be ready to
change the existing statement of set-
up when the evidence is all marshall-
ed, that’s worth while. The great and
sincere John N. Luff did the best
he could with what evidence he
had; and now that we have more to
2o on, his conclusions must be treat-
ed just as he himself treated many
of his own—he changed quickly
when he got new facts.

L J

Jed has been asked by a cor-
respondent interested in meters to
give some publicity to that phase of
collecting. It’s rather hard to do
this, especially as there is a good
meter column in The Review. But £
you collect any country, the meters
of that coutnry ought to be shown
somehow as part of your collection.
Most of us, I sort of reckon, will be
satisfied with showing each type and
a few of the more striking slogans
used with meters. If you watch for
earliest date of use of each type, you
may have some extra enjoyment.

L ]

One point I'd like to keep ham-
mering to you who may read this.
The stamps of the British countries
along in the period of 1865 or so to
maybe 1890, often come with wide
margin between printed part and
perf. on one side. These are not bad-
ly centered copies, but some from
the gutter between two panes as the
sheets of stamps were made. The
perforating machine was set to run
one line of perfs. down the gutter,

THE STAMP REVIEW

instead of two with a narrow blank
strip between. So these are really
plate position pieces.

YOU NEED OUR SERVICE!

No matter what countries you collect,
from Abyssinia to Zululand, we have ap-
provals to suit you. U. S., British Colo-
nies, Central and South America, Europe,
ete., at prices that are guaranteed to
please. Your request will receive prompt
attention. References, please.

J. E. RASDALE, Elsie, Michigan

UNITED STATES
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

— Our price list sent free
on receipt of stamp.

STANLEY GIBBONS. Inc.

38NS PARK ROW NEW YORK

IT'S A DEAL

That’s the answer I get to practically
all the offers I make for collections,
stocks, covers, etc. There must be a
reason. I make a fair offer and I pay
spot cash. IT WILL PAY YOU TO
DO BUSINESS WITH ME.
Member—APS—SPA

Philip B. McKinney, Elsie, Mieh.

.
Mixtures DeLuxe
No. 1 U. S.; No. 2, Foreign; No. 3 U. S.
& Foreign. Rich in old, new issues, }ngh
face, commems., coils, block
revenues, precans., cut squar
Superior, clean lots, large variety.
1,500 off and on paper.
$1.00 Each. Add 10¢ Over 1,000 miles
MISSIONS STAMP OUTLET
Rev. L. Marshall, Mgr.
380 Van Houten St. Paterson, N. J.

s, : ete.
About

WANTED !
United States' Gold Coins

We will pay you the Iollowmr: pncc~
$1 1.00

3.50 paid for
4.75 paid for
7.00-paid_for
Y/ 14.00 paid for
28.00 paid for 20.00
WE WILL PAY HIGHER PRICES FOR
DATES "BEFORE 1833!

Send your coins-via- Registered mail,
direct, and~-receive' payment by return
mail. If you prefer, you
shipment  Express,” C. O
privilege.of e
payment, or w

nation ‘before making
h sight.draft attached

to our bank, West 'Springfield Trust Co.,
West Sprm"ﬁcld' Mass. We are inter-

ested in pu ing foreign gold coins
Only lawfully held ‘gold coins having
a recognized special value to collectors of
rare and unusual-coins will be purchased.
We are one of-the largest cash- buyers
of old money-and‘stamps in America.
Reference: Dun & Bradstreet

TATHAM STAMP & COIN CO.
Dept. Springfield, .Mass.
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A Perforated
In the 1851-1857° issues, both @h
perforate and perforate, the 1c type
III is a scarce stamp. The ggth stagap
on the right pane of “plate “2, better

' designated as 99Rz, is. the finest ‘éx-
- amples kngwn of this vagiety. ®he

' breaks irf"the outer lines at the ﬁp

and bottom are substagtlal and
tinct. The specxahzed, ‘catalogue li§ts
this exact stamp sepfrately.

In imperforate ,used cqadition it is
priced at $600; and we have seen a
dozen or more copiesj ‘which is com-

paratively few for an U.S. variety.

What we cannot understand is why
Scott lists the same stamp perforated,
which is much rarer, at only '$ge0.
We recall that Hugh Clark paid $1000
for one of these on cover in the Chiase

' Sale, and if we remember correctly,

the corner perforations were missing.
We have never seen but one other

| copy of the perforated 99Rz2, and this
| was in the Steve Brown Collection.

It is said that three copies exist. Has
anyone else this stamp? We are tak-

ing a census. AV ER

|






#20 ;
Mr. Gerard Gilbert, Dee. 11, 1941,

was working with steel Eginted gtamps. The reason for this 1s

that this 1s the only plate he ever reconstructed, hence he didntt
know the difference between steel and copper., There are markings

on steel plates that never occur on copper plates and likewise there

are markings on copper plates that never occur on steel plates, A
person who denies this simply don't know what he is talking about or

do such people have sny conception as to how foolish their arguments

sound to one who has devoted many years to the s tudy of the most
minute details of plate characteristics,

It is all right to argue in faver of the 1847 plates being :3ngoppar
bat it is simply presenting an argument that the world is round,

Why argue with people who belleve the world is flat or that the
moon 18 made of green cheese?

The'1851 contract specified "steel plates" and steel plates at that |

time meant steel plates similar in all respects to the plates being
used by Perkins Baecon & Cos of London, Similar as to quality of
steel, methods of engraving, transferring, inks and printing as
well as gumming, If you have a thorough knowledge of the British
methods of Pgrkins Bacon then you can apply this knowledge to the
Toppan Cagrpenter stamps, It is simply absurd for anyone to state
that there is eany similarity between the 1851 stamps and the 184%
stamps. One might as well compare soft pine weod to ebony. The
only coumparison 1s that both are called wood,

Sinceraly yours,
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Nre istenley By ,ighhrook,n

rorbaThonsssy Ly.' otk il ;Jfﬁ : ‘Q" .  1 2 Pt A TR

Dear Mr. --J‘!"‘ “Ook'

You.acea phila g17st and T feel that Jou want thﬁ “truth to be' L
\known., L would not chence my-reputation ®f 45 years philately ' 5 - A&
if T.copld not bring proofs. I sh&ll prinf bow I can. be chncked

uneelf please help e,

For the Ro*n' blaCK T have & supﬂrb worn vnN"Pd copy of Plate T A,
which alone 1s enough' for dn-exXpert in metdls engravinc o decides
But ‘Il have pflnted text as refcorence, even for U.S. I conld noeb :
find  fhem ig Furope.: I am now working: i further to bublish one day
the steel plate discovery and first pdtent ‘Taken, -

Now further 1847 - only one yldte of éach'value exilsted. ‘But
remember - that Grsgd gritaln, 1 pi - black exist ‘Plate TA @nd B, . -
It 18 possible that 10c 1847 - GXlSt Ilate A.and B, but one Dlote of

P e

Plate was printed twice on omné single sheet of paperi You wmbow guess it

o possible te checlk up, “through the pairs with zutber between. o
w2, panes fe"onstructeu in.a PanCJ Way) The : reconctruction of 10e '
1847 is & obus (upito now). [ There are 52 pajirs in N.¥, Lihrary*

LB st rips.of 3 ~ one 'of 4, lapbesible o £It photos to prove T, am"

'-'grl,ht The law forbids Photos afﬁU.u.r°+a4ps, they showed me. e
}wldw, confirued clircular 1941.‘ L. cannot make ‘the work You gshall: «do-

it and.you shall prove I am wight. <L rely on :your knowledge to do

s

the work.  Ag @8 philatelist I appeal ‘toryou for truths  FPercy Doane is
now fesling T have something new.dbout stamp plates. in old days.-~-
Horace Barr knows I may be right (T am ‘of course), he Antends manu- -
facturing such ‘a" plate, . I know more .about this. Suojept. ‘Plegsge help
mey these early plates are electric coppertand zine meghanic: manuiacture,

from sboms of ecopper and zinc: grain. B You shall have the proo;s of

cverjthlno through my 14 pages articgle,- PrOm to Vi
Perlkins neveyr discovered qteel Hlat LA g multiple subge;ts. “

I worked his for 15 years but to e gure I had bo cheek up putentsjc'
in the U,S, whlcb T did ‘being here 51nce JulJ 1949. i

Dlease ~ﬂ1d~me a.lc dmperf or pexf worn s+ater 3o do and a lgc :
black perf 1857 from Plate I, the’deep black. Compare plate “TIT 1z

‘6 P1 I, Fl. TII's steel, the other is not.

Pleﬁty of subjects in 42 St& Mlller collectwon hut I cannot get dnj yhoto.

Tmen yﬁu shall read my = tvcle with printed pﬂoofs, Fou shll be

bound, Ko agree L an pi ght s Juat wait agd uelp mé till proo;s ghaTl

striites you. ST bl s

Tours sincc”ely,

i

A A (sagned) B. Gilbert.

el iy (il %
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Mr; Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thomas, Ky. ;

Dear Mr. Ashbrooks

. You are a philatelist and I feel that you want the truth to be

known. I would not chance my reputation of 45 years philately

if I ¢ould not bring proofs. I shall print how I can be checked, IR
myself please help me, « = . T : - : :

“TPor the penny black X have a superb worn unused copy of Plate I A,
which alone is énough for an expert in metals éngraving to decide. .
Put I have printed text as reference, even for U,S: I could not :
find them in Turepes I am now working further to publish one day
the steel plate discovery and first patemt taken. et 2

How-fufﬁhgf 1847 - only one plate of each value existed, an
remember that Grest Britain, 1 p, black exist Plate IA and D, L8
Tt is possible tHet 10c 1847 - exist Plate A and B, but one plate of .
100. > S " 4 : A -s,‘,w ;

;?1ate was; printed twice on one single sheet of paper, You now guess -1t
is possible to check up, through the pairs with putter betwsen, ¢
(2 panes reconstructed in a fancy way) The reconsiruetion of 10e *

1847 is a bogus.(up to now), There are 52 pairs In N.Y. Library,

3 strips of 3 .- one of 4, Impossible to it photog to prove’I am

right, The law forbide phetos of V.S, stamps, they showed me the.

law, confirmed cireular 1941, I cannot make. thé work., You,ghall do

it. and you shall prove I am right. I rely on your knowledge to do

the work, Ag a philatelist I appeal to you fo? truth., Perey Doane ig
now feeling I have something new abgut stamp ‘plates in eld days.

Horace Barr knows I msy be right (I am of course), hesdntends manue
fecturing such a plates I lnow more about this,subject, Please help .
me, these early plates are electric copper and. zinc mechanic manufacture,

-~ from atoms ©f copper and zin¢ graln, You shall ‘have the proofs of '
everything through my 14 pages article,. From A to Z.

Perkins never discovered steel plates of multiple subjects.

T worked this for 15 years but to be sure I nad to check wp patents
in the U.Ss which I did being here since July 1949. :

.Please send me a le imper£=5r perf worn state: 3¢ do and a 1l2¢
black perf 1857 from Platé I, the deep black, Compare plate IIL 1l2¢
to P1 I, Pli III's eteel, the other is not, . ST : '

Plenty of subjetts iﬁt42 Ste. Niller collection but I cannot'get any photo,.
When you shall read my article with printed prodfs; rou;ghll;be

<
b
1

bound to agree I am right, Just wait end help me till proofs shall
strike yous ™ > : . Ty iy :

;

Yours sigcgrqu,

"(sigrxed) E. Gilbert. .

;'y.,‘, 3

V.LM'



f&...g;‘l ; Pleons Send e a &M”M wor Shake . 3¢ 02 @) a

Y2 S |26 Llack '-h& l$f77v~»~ I’MI,mgg_M. Comfpam plake
%“‘4‘ e S EtzﬁtOHI,ﬂJva Bee .13 41
JM iy

“'."\ .(‘fa.{ e othir—is not—

| Lo T Rahborsott
i HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN M ’f' JWM/‘(
“‘“’"” J Cost
| s syl S SRy Oy R
- NEWEs;ORT;{ CITY Mf Mf
. CIn uleﬂ’ fh%/“yMJMLWM
W Plke T A, whiek atol 2y ;4»-‘%

M"’ Meide . MJMWMM W/

vt Lo Y. S. JWMWM..,.W G SR

).(), mfﬂwéwmy He ot oy Hororary !

Yool fatka,

S New M’#]-MMLM cack ralie eiiated
6»&%%6»‘“ Porilanise, th. btk axiale Plate T Rasd 8 .
F &1 foteldl. FHat soc. /347 N e R ,Myﬂ-ﬁfgv

;ﬁf:fw S ﬂ,w,;z%‘/ﬂw
/M”QW r{/oc/ﬂ/ Aa L2 Lang

*“”‘/A«. N P M
e Ll 7.5 A R A /f/,wa!;’ 0.1 m&.(‘w
s K ﬁz»-, WW 5 . JW«A&I‘K-—M

%3‘ %;'._/_%hoéw’f“ %z/&w/m

i
VN R J%mww%h%wﬂﬁ ;
§§§§ ‘ /w. mﬁ?-f‘“/::;w«é«fj:ﬁ
§ é%} W/vm‘ém_),hm M‘—Mf_}mm%“‘ ;M
NG S Please M,MMMMW“#’ G
%4%\ \

%.( il ftnker W

¥ e o o fwﬁwvwﬂ/
¥ 0. 8. J T feainp hee S Ty 4939 -

%MW

M
%&Jm..

w1
ikl
o ar.
/«/«':7

f ety g



- HOTEL GREAT NOi%-THERN

bhe .28 4/

. S oty Bshiroot
Fh‘trw-’g'
Gean in. #shlnook
J‘W¢ﬂ‘,z/‘“’.$w—r

118 WEST 57TH STREET Zt ﬂy M w; JM—- %_, MA?‘/'

111 WEST 56TH STREET o lL, e ‘,“’...404:
NEW YORK CITY m""’/ f L /
¢ 546‘, ans Fhe sore MM,

J Sa
TELEFPHONE CIRCLE 7-1900 M

o b enils. /dew/owwwc—
M;{/c.a—ul"éc. Zv,o,‘ /gf/.w&m/z&-/d«fyﬂw.ﬁz.
JM ﬂw,mfgy,/aymrwylmﬁuyz;ﬂwﬂ»fﬂo
/5';‘W~Wﬁ4¢—¢4&wé¢"'m, M%’do&e,

m;m-n—ét¢.-7»% Wll Fhis Elaads o sy Loodk fote
Z&j-/#ﬂ.&:'u— 7{ Tk 4.4;(;_“/.-,,,‘,,; Fale . ea*é '-;/ow el !
”‘jWV’(i'”"jWéf’”',‘M?}'“ v s ld fredd.

S MWV%W, S prpresShes anpaarsg,
couls Lo il Lo /m;./"y?{/;»pp.«‘mw g Dasmafed
12000 up £ 20 po0 SLark7, Hhiv io Yo ttaTirlic Jrade. SC. 18h) O 5. e
/d&d"%& mwade.

The 7 MWWWM,@WWM%
20-000 3% 30. 000 heels . STDAEL Lad 36 4o fuuniked a }4””%‘4’”"7
Jé Kad alio T fu tecondtisesd 7 }6.»7%, Ry | Gl e Coccts novov—
&Wb/ . 4,,4%’;&%..7#7&{%%,;74“(%
#W%,JMMMWW-

”~5-/7f/,3f/’aﬁ—f,éw% . "l /-[/za-a.ﬁ(u&'};
M% Zno . . /zo.ooo)JM’.w%J,f i Al
ia’i.jaﬁécm‘_/rw’«t.?aaoov/@?. 4

TMWWM}@'-M,JM‘ o sl KoK Jee i

e/ Y> ot flate . For overa W)MWMM.WI'
‘ﬁv—

)
’

S esd the AAllt cotlieloon i & 2wy LS. ﬁﬁjwuf MJVJW
et 10K, T et St L /BT Soms rabes Mt o hhiss: /8 filalio amecoties.
J JLatt WW&M,Z{&&)&MW& tran Lesirisd Shall

come sete . nery /- 5 M







#2.
¥p. G. Gllbert, Jan. 2, 1942,

an article appears under ysur name some credence is given to the
statements made. Your remarks in the July C. C. P, should not

" have been published and if the editor of the magazine had
possessed any knowledge of philately,ss an editor should certainly
possess, he would not have published such inaccurate infermation.

We 2ll make mistakes but we should at least try and confine our
philatelic errors to privaey and not publish them to the world, X
Therefore if you make any discoveries which you consider important
I do trust that you will be very sure you are right hefore you

rush into print with thems ~ i " :

You will doubtless note that I have been very‘ffénk with you, but
I wish you to know exactly how I regerd the gubjects mentioned,

For sometine past I have been anxious to find some Frenchman who
had some knowledge of U,S8.eFrench mail of ‘he period 1850 to

1886, that is, rates, postal markings, and the actual meaﬁipgs of
such markings, lay I inquire if you have any real knowledge of the
subjects mentioned? If so, I would like to collaborate with yous

No doubt you have a Copy of the catalogue of the gecond Knapp sale,
If so, ploase refér’to the following covers: . Cover 1776s Mey I

ask what you think of this item and the markings. Is the rate
correct? Lot 1788, ddes the rate agree with the markings? Lot 1778,
is this marking corregt? Lot 1715, is this rate correct, and does .
it agree with"the New York marking? Vhy "6" in this mariing?

Lot 1671, why 4¢., Lot 1666, Wnhy 4,

I am not asking these questions beceanse I want the 1nformation; My
study of U.S.«French mail of this period has been rather thorough
and ‘T would 1ike to find someore with whom I could collaborate.

Sincerolj yours,

.
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454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thamas, Ky.

5 Jang 20. 1942‘ :

hr. G. Giloert, '
% Hotel Great Northarn,'

| 118 West 57th St
.. Bew York, h %

Dear Mz, Bilbert~

Your letter of ‘the 1lth received. I certalniy will bé‘mdréb
than delighted 'to read your article and if you wish I will

,'gladly g0 over the manuscrlpt before publication. ¥

‘ARa = the 1869 covers in the Knapp qale. ;o note thﬁt tha only
» one that you examined was 1778,  You are quite pight, this was

& gem and in my opinion it was the finest 307 cover in the sale.

-1-especially recommended it to r,---~ ag the ome cover in the
1869 sectlon which he should purchasze, but he did not take my
aavjce and it went to Ezra Cole for a mere trifle.

While you may have not: sxamined the 1869 covers you. surely +

fI wonld 1ike to find some Pﬂenuhman who kriows something bcubj

UsSe.~French rates and the markings, because T would like to -

‘collaborate with him, Yot for the purposs. qr abstracting ine =
formation but in a sense to verify my work, “Yes, I am tharonghly
familiar with the markings on cover 1778, and have mﬁdﬂ some :

study of the French Linea"

‘Sincerely yours,

M

.. have ‘@ catalogue &nd I am vondering if you couldnly comment on'f‘“
- aomé of the m&f%innq‘and ra*es ag illuetrated. uurely_fqr‘
=example, lot 41788. s :
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DEALER CONVICTED
IN STAMP FRAUD

Guilty of Selling Canceled
Articles, After ‘Washing’
Them, at Discount

The alertness of a postal clerk,
combined with the scientific sleuth-
ing of a stamp detective, resulted
yesterday in the conviction of a
dealer in “washed” and ‘“pieced”
stamps. The clerk, Benjamin Gold-
berg of the postoffice at 103 Pine
Street, noticed almost impercepti-
ble irregularities in stamps on
packages he was handling and
started the hunt that led to George
Pappas in his stamp shop at 40
West Eighteenth Street.

Yesterday, on the basis of tes-

timony by Y. Souren, head of the
! Philatelic Research Laboratories,
Inc., and other evidence presented
by Clayton D. Hollinger, assistant
| United BStates attorney, Pappas
was found guilty by a jury in Fed-
eral court.

 Goldberg's tip led Postal In-

Marlin A)

Brown . and |

s Louis J. Bader to the Theon Com-
‘pany, Inc., at 160 Crosby Street,
wheer they found Harry Geller,
shipping clerk and part owner. Gel-
ler on April 10, admitted having
purchased the stamps Mr. Goldberg
had noticed at a discount of 10
per cent. He said Pappas allowed
discounts, at times, of as much as
30 per cent.

The inspectors gave Geller,
against whom no accusations have
been made, a list of stamps, and
some $1 bills, and sent” him to
Pappas. Geller came back with
the stamps, which had a face value
of $6. He had paid $2.75, giving
Pappas three $1 bills, two of which
were found in his possession when
he was arrested.

In his testimony concerning these
stamps, Mr. Souren produced pho-
tographs made with ultra-violet
light, in which could be seen traces
of the cancellation marks which
had been removed or “washed.”
Some of the stamps had been made
up delicately from fragments of
other stamps. The Federal authori-
ties are continuing their investiga-
tion to get at the source of these
stamps, which have turned up .in
the possession of a number of deal-
ers recently. Pappas, convicted un-
der the counterfeit laws, faces a
possible penalty of ten years in
prison and a fine of $5,000 when
he comes up before Judge Clarence
G. Galston for sentence Monday.
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FACES 10 YEARS IN PRISON

[Sharp Eyes of Postal Clerk
Bring Discovery That
Traps the Culprit

The alertness of a postal clerk,
combined with the scientific sleuth-
ing of a stamp detective, resulted
yesterday in the conviction of a
dealer in “washed” and ‘“pieced”
| stamps. The clerk, Benjamin Gold-
|| berg of the postoffice at 103 Prince |
Street, noticed almost impercepti- |
ble irregularities in stamps on
packages he was handling and
started the hunt that led to George
Pappas in his stamp shop at 40
West Eighteenth Street.
Yesterday, on the basis of tes-
timony by Y. Souren, head of the
Philatelic Research Laboratories,
Inc., and other evidence presented
by Clayton D. Hollinger, assistant
United States attorney, Pappas
was found guilty by a jury in Fed-
eral court.

Mr. Goldberg’s tip led Postal In-
spectors Marlin A. Brown and
Louis J. Bader to the Theon Com-
pany, Inc.,, at 160 Crosby Street,
where they found Harry Geller,
shipping clerk and part owner. Gel-
ler on April 10, admitted having
purchased the stamps Mr. Goldberg
had noticed at a discount. of 10
/| per cent. He said Pappas allowed
| discounts, at times, of as much as
11’80 per cent.

The inspectors gave Geller, ®
against whom no accusations have

|| been made, a list of stamps, and
some $1 bills, and s=ent him ‘to
Pappas. Geller came back with
the stamps, which had a face value
of $6. He had paid $2.75, giving
Pappas three $1 bills, two of which

were found in his possession when
he. was arrested.

. In his testimony concerning these
stamps, Mr. Souren produced pho-
| tographs made with ultra-violet
 light, in which could be seen traces
|of the cancellation marks which

V= ——— /
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I'had been removed or “washed.”
‘ Some of the stamps had been made

up delicately from fragments of
. other stamps. The Federal authori-

ties are continuing their investiga-
tion to get at the source of these
stamps, which have turned up in
the possession of a number of deal-
ers recently. Pappas, convicted un-
der the counterfeit laws, faces a
possible penalty of ten years in
prison and a fine of $5,000 when/

he comes up before Judge Clarencg
@. Galston for sentence Monday /.
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POSTAGE
STAMPS
FOR
COLLECTORS

Collections bought and appraised.
Nov. 4th

Mr., Stanley Ashbrook,
4%4 S. Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan-

Just back from a 10 day trip including New Orleans
and the St. Louis show.

I take it you don't think my covers are much good.
What is your opinion of lot #2495 in the Knapp sale this week?
I haven't seen it but it seems to me that the rate is identical.

Then, too, I seem to recall reading Henry Meyer's
translation and notes from Kohl handbook in & recent issue of
The Collector's Club Philatelist (have looked all over the
place but can't seem to locate it) that the 1870 treaty called
for 6¢ from Hawail to San Francisco, and 3¢ additional anywhere
in U.S. or 5¢ additional to England. I cannot reecall seeing
any previously with rate as mine are (exeept Knapp lot 2495)
but have seen Bome with 6¢ Hawaii plus 5¢ blue Taylor to England.

You have certainly taken on your shoulders a lifetime
task in trying to dope out rates and markings and get them to
make sense. There are so many covers one sees that apparently
are either underpaid or overpaid, and yet wnich come from virgin
sources and are undoubtedly autnentic that I have come to one of
two conclusions. Either the senders and/or the postal clerks
of that period were awfully stupid, or else there is still an
awful lot of additional knowledge to be unearthed.

Stan, did you ever sound out the chap who was inter-
ested in the Columbian color error and the blue paper set? I
still have Bill's set intaet if you think you can do anything
with them at present.

Haven't seen or heard from Bill in over a month obut
am going To make 1% a point to hunt him up next time I'm in
Philadelphia.

Nothing much else to report, all is quiet on the:
Potomae. Have you heard rfrom Harold Carhart whether or not
he expecis To get out wnole on the Knapp collection? Apparentliy
there is a sra sale to come later on.

Best regaras.

Sincerely,

— T ﬁ/ﬁwﬁ/
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Fort Tm' EKye
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L% lNr. Spencer Meana, o, R R T
K.Y - 65 Nasssu St., . 2 bt )
-~ New York, N,¥. '

Do-r Spence:

Re = yours of the 4th, Yes, I I noted Lot 2495 in the Kntpp sale
.anditdidsoen-trmotom.i ki

I have before me, the full text of the U.S.-Fawall treaty of

1870+ The wording is very plain and the rate was six cents, In
other words, a letter from “any point 4n the U, S. to any

in Hawaili, roquired 6¢ U. Se postage and no more. Likewise a .
letter from any point in Hawali to any point in the U, 8. required

6¢ in Hawaiien postagé. On wmail Hewaii to a foreign country
i - the Uy 844 the foreiga rate the Us 5S¢ was required in
tion to the 6¢ rate and this forelgn rate had to be prepaid

~ .~ with U, 5, stamps, = Thhs & letter from Fawail to London required
= - 6¢ Hawail plus €7 Uy S, ﬁﬂ a letter from London with 6 pence in ;
postage was delivered free Lo any polnt in Hawail, This is'in o
aadt amo with covers ytm ‘have noted with 67 Pawalli plus 5S¢ blue Taylore

I note-the Knapp Lot 2495 mentions & "ship letter" but I have no
4dea what this menm..; I lmow of no ship rate in line with a €/
Bawall and a §¢ U,8, A ship letter at that time was supposed t&'
eome idn unpgid and was rated at double postage. 'rharu sc to be
- some disagreement in opinion on prepaid "ship letters” but Iis
d the opinion & prepald rate was regular postage plus 27, If
. 2495 was deposited in an Hawallan post office, it was not o ghip
lettor and all the postage it would have reqn{rod was the 67 Rawall,
I am frank to admit that I cannot find any reference to such rates
. @8 your two covers or the Xnapp 2495, T admlt it seems odd that .«
' three such items would show up. I have searched the ¥ ﬂ.&.ﬂm‘ts
. between 1870 and 1876 and cannot find record of any.charce in
L. . .the treaty of 18’70. The Pelis & Re of 1 5 l,t!ta the rate to. wmz
S e T i
ook Re = the Hunk article in Oct. Ce Lo P. ’}.‘his is a fi.m article ez~
. eept those portions relating to the rates, iunk was all at sea, and
80 was Taff and other writers. leyers confesses ‘he couldn't mke
- _‘heads or talls out of the subjeet and wondered 1If anyone could bxe
m the rates on the covers in the Nay Knapp sale, I have made
“quite a study of the UeS.wiawall rates from 1850 up to the 1870 treaty."
- ‘Bever considered there was any mystery about the rates alter the
I can explain évery cover in the Enapp sale and the odd ones
£all into two classes = (11 ovespays or (2) fake.

I dian't meant to give the . szrmion thet I didn't t:hink mach of
your coverse I simply cengldered that the 3¢ Greens were not nece
°ssary. If they wore nooessu-y then surely they are out of thc
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dec. 29, 194l.

Mr. Spencer Anderson,
65 Nassau St.,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Spence:
Herewith the 5¢ 1847 cover.
I submitted it to the one who I thought might

like it but back it came - stew bad. Perhaps
better luck next time,

Best wishes and ;

0.K. no harm done, By the way Tows bought my 2
Hawaii covers after much examination oI inks and
cancellations and is convinced they are 100% 0.K.
even if rate cannot be explained., I am sure he

wouid pe glad to send them on to you for pnotgrapnlng

1f you drop him a line.

Happy New Yemr to you all.



434 Soutk Grand Ave..
. Fort Thomas, Ky.

_Gang-e, 1942,

xr. Farrers H. ?dtn,
Horrolk, COnn.ﬁ

e,

Daar Hre T“"?

i
"

Several months ago Spencer Andarnon sent me two covers
showing 6/ Hawalians end pairs of the 3¢ Green Bank Notes,
At the time I was unable to figure'out why the pairs had
beeh ‘added to the covers. Later I wrote to Spencer asking
him to kindly return the covers but he replied that he
had sold them to you and that no doubt you would loan tham 4
to me 80 that I might photograph thems !

If ‘you will be so ¥ind as to grant tqis favor I will
certalnly appreciate same,

- I understand you are very much interssted in covers showing
coubination uses of Us S gnd Hawaiian stahps. ' Sueh iteus
have long been of interest to me, especially the meanings’ o
the vBrious rates.

I poted with 1nterast the catalogue descriﬁtions in the
First Knapp Sale, also Meyerfs translation of the Munk
article on Hawaii in the recent C. CaPe '

. 1t appears Shat meny of the rates have proved guite a puzzle
to many past students whereas the fact is the g:plnnation
is really very simples s :
I am enclosing herawith.some remarks of mine which were i
contained in the August Balletin of the "Research Group.

Sipcerely yours,

b
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BULLETIN

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, EXCEPT DURING JULY, AUGUST & SEPTEMBER AT ALBION, PA.,
BY THE COLLECTORS CLUB, INCORPORATED. 22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Philatelic Round Robin To Feature
Pre-Christmas Meeting

The last meeting of the calendar year
1941 will be held at the Club on Wed-
nesday, December 17th, and on that
occasion members will be asked to
come with a few pages representing
their own particular specialties or in-
dicative of things which they have
found of peculiar or especial interest in
Philately. The meeting will be entirely
informal in character. Some may find
one page or perhaps one cover sufficient
to kindle an interest in other members
in the particular phase of collecting
they may be currently following—
others may wish to show more than this
in order to develop their particular
topic. No one should come empty-
handed—however, it is asked that be-
cause of the time available no one
bring more than ten pages for exhibi-
tion and discussion. Surely an evening
devoted to an informal exchange ot
ideas concerning the multitudinous
phases of Philately should be highly
interesting and and provocative.

The first meeting in the new year will
be held on Wednesday, January 7th, to
be followed one week later by the
Annual Corporate meeting of the Club.
The Annual Meetings are always well
attended—as they should be—as on
hiese occasions matters of vital interest
reflecting the welfare and progress of
the Club are open to full and free dis-
cussion. The Annual Election of Gov-
ernors also takes place at that time,

Wednesday, January 14th. The report
of the Nominating Committee will be
found elsewhere in this Bulletin.

The second and final regular January
meeting of the Club will be held on
January 21st.

Report of the

Nominating Committee

December 3, 1941
Mr. Paul F. Berdanier
Secretary, The Collectors Club
22 East 35th Street
New York City
Dear Mr. Berdanier:

The Nominating Committee appointed
by the President, in accordance with
provisions of Article 8 of our Constitu-~
tion, to present nominations for mem-
bers of the Board of Governors for the
term of three years ending December,
1944, herewith presents the following
names:

Mr. Paul F. Berdanier
Mr. Arthur W. Deas
Mr. Edwin E. Elkins
Mr. Theodore E. Steinway
Respectfully submitted,
George Camnitzer, Chairman; Julian

Gros, Joseph C. Martin, Phillip
F. Robbins, Frank J. Zeltmann.



which make a philatelic journal desirable to its

subscribers. They expect more than just exposi-
tory treatises regarding paper and perforations, print-
ings and pigments, countries and commemoratives.

ARTICLES about stamps are not the only things

Subscribers demand in addition advertising of
high quality, and it is a foregone conclusion that the
" philatelist who really is interested in his hobby will
read all the advertisements as well as all the features,
- notes, and chronicles which constitute the bulk of
the publication.

High-class advertising is certain to attract high-
class clients, and it is axiomatic that the more ex-
tensive the offer, the greater the variety of stamps on
an advertiser’'s philatelic menu, the more orders he
will get, and the more worthwhile and permanent
customers he will make.

Nothing demonstrates this more conclusively than
a full-page ad published in PHILATELIC GOSSIP on
May 16, page 225, by the Y. Souren Co.

This announcement, dealing exclusively with the
3c U. S. of 1869, was considered sufficiently im-
portant and exclusive as to merit being copyrighted,
and results fully demonstrate the truth of this.

We have received numerous letters commenting
on the copyright feature, with observations regard-
ing the advisability of this. Other people, who
clip articles important to them, and make scrap books,
have intimated that the advertisement will find a
permanent place in their U. S. reference books, as
indeed it should: the advertisement lists a multitude
of things not mentioned in the specialized U. S.
Stamp Catalogue, and of course prices them. Further-
more, much valuable data is included in the ad, and
this is something of an innovation.

But"\beyond all this, the advertisement has demon-
strated positively that when you have something to
advertise that is worth while, and you can really
deliver the goods, you'll get the business, and plenty
of it.

We have no records of such things, but it seems
reasonable to believe that no single U. S. item has
ever been offered in a philatelic magazine previously
at any such a price as $5000.00; or if it has been
offered, that it has been sold.

The 3c 1869 offered in the ad. has changed
hands, and right here we have the definite evidence
that a dealer can offer a $5000.00 item for sale in
PHILATELIC GOSSIP, and sell it,

320

.

B e —

That's just one item. We have not taken into
account the vast number of other orders which Mr.
Souren received as a result of the offer, but several
hundred came in from dealers, who wanted to buy
wholesale quantities of the low-priced varieties. But
the advertisement was a retai/ announcement, and all
of these orders were refused and returned, and no one
received over one item of a kind.

Another dealer, name deleted, and not by censor,
wanted to buy 1000 copies of the 3c 69 with
straight edges. We wonder just exactly why. That
is, we wonder rhetorically. We know why certain
people will buy quantities of straight-edged copies,
and we know that such things are becoming scarcer
all the time, and that eventually there won't be any
such thing in existence. But the gentleman didn't
get the straight edges.

Now we are publishing a two-page advertise-
ment for Mr. Souren, in which he devotes the space
to the 2¢ Black Jack of 1863, with its shades, papers,
cancellations, plate and printing varieties, and as
usual, all the interesting data and pertinent informa-
tion concerning the “Black Jack.”

There isn’'t any $5000.00 item in this offer, but
there is one of $750.00, and another of $1000.00,
and it's our guess that they will be sold soon, as well
as thousands of other things not so expensive. Don't
lose sight of the fact that more than 350,000 (three-
hundred-and-fifty THOUSAND) “Black Jacks”
have entered into the investigation and compilation
of the offers in the advertisement, and this in itself
is an astounding fact,

We expect, as a result of this series of comments,
that we shall be chided (or chid, or even chidden) or
possibly, even, taken to task for giving Mr. Souren
this publicity.

But to anyone who contemplates such a coutse,
we advise restraint! What we are doing is an edi-
torial for professional consumption: for dealers.
They are entitled to know something about what
is going on.

In addition to that, we are telling you what we

have always known, that PHILATELIC GOSSIP can

and will get you plenty of business; but you have to
have the goods, and YOU HAVE TO TELL
PEOPLE ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE.

We have the goods, and we are telling you!
Weekly Philatelic Gossip
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j Your card received and. } & know yau are tmsy bu,t can ycu

drop me a line on the rollofwing - = .
Hawaii article = 0iC, P. page 257 = seoond paragraph -5th
.- 1line ~ reference to a U.S.olimmii Postal Treaty of Auge

+ 19,2850 - Reference is "A.J P. - l899 ~ page 537,

I wrote to'! by Heabh, librﬁﬁ% of tha Collectors Club and
e

- there was no such reforence dnithe imerican Journal of -
~£h11ate1y of 1892 on page 337, . In fact he stated he had

ference but he peplied that

searched thru the whole 1892 series and checked two. previm'xs

years but could f n'b\such re!‘ot-ence.
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Oct. 28, 1941.

Mr, Henry A, Meyer,
516 Read Sto.
Evansville, Ind.

My dear Mr, Meyer: ' .

I have just read with much interest your translation of the
Munk article on Hawaii in the current number of the Collectors
Club Philatelist, The subject of U.,S.-Hawaii mail has been

of much interest to me for the past five or six years, and I
have gathered together quite a lot of data, ineluding many
photos of covers in various collections thruout the country.

My old frliend, Edward S, Knapp, as you are well aware, gathered
together quite a fine lot of U. «=Hawali covers and I note you
were somewhat puzzled on certain rates of these covers in the
sale,

I made a careful study of each cover and was able to reconcile
most everyone. Some show overpayments of a cent or two but
practically all are perfectly regular, Dependence cannot be
placed in the catalogue descriptions of certain lots, as wrong
dates were given. It would be quite a job to take all the covers
in the sale and carefully explain the rate of each one. It would
be easier to list the correct date of each eover and then furnish
a list of rates in effect at the different periods, In order to
properly analys§ the rates one should have a thorough knowledge
of Us,8. rates, &nd U,8, ship rates from 1850 to 1868,

I mention "rates" but this is not the proper term because we had
no postal treaty with Hawaii until 1870, hence "rates" were not
fixed by treaty, but were subject to our different domestic rates -
ship rates - and the local Hawaili rate, There is a great deal on
the subject of U.S.~Hawaii mail which has never been published but
I can say this, How much more authoritative was the Munk study
than any other that proceeded it, Luff was all at sea on the
"rates," though this should not have been the case because surely
he understood U S, domestic and ship rates, I might also add
that there were several covers in the Knapp sale which I idn't
like, though they looked perfectly good.

Knapp himself never knew much about the rates, because I recall

can evening I spent with him six months before he dled and we were
going thru his U,S.~Hawaii covers, The rates of -the fifties didn't
bother him a great deal but those of the middle and late sixties
were quite a puzzle to him,

All U,S.-Hawail covers should be divided into the following periods:

1850 to April 1, 1855

April 1, 1855 to July 1, 1863
July 1, 1863 to October 1868
b October 1868 to July 1, 1870.

"



#2
Mr, Henry A, Meyer, Oct., 28, 1941.

We frequently run across covers from Hawaii to this country
which show an odd "rate,"but these asre exceptions, Someone
"overpays" because the right denominations of stamps were not
available (U.S.) and some show part payment in cash and stamps,

These U,S.«=Hawali covers are an intensely interesting study
and it 1is truly remarkable how very few collectors or dealers
have any conception of what rates were proper and regular at
all periods as listed above.

I was extremely pleased to see your studious translation of
Dr, Munk'!s article and I congratulate you upon your fine work.

Cordially yours,



Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Thanks for your very friend r received today,
I'gm just in the midet of thr x4 heavy weeks in
my school work, but as soon as™I{can see my way clear,

I want to write you further abouf Hawaiian-U.S. rates.

And right in the middle of the three terrible weeks

comes the World Wide at St. Louis. I will go over Fri-

day night after working all evening at a public perform-

ance of our school; will return Sunday P.M.

Two days ago I received a friendly letter from Ezra

.Cole advising me to correspond with you about these rates,

which T had already done about a month ago. I wrote him
_ that I would correspond further with you as soon as I saw

a way clear. I want to include in the next installment

all such new information and corrections as I am able to

supply,



HENRY A. MEYER . ' "
516 Read St. % 2. ' A =) ‘
Evansville, Ind. DEFEN | i 7/
BON —
Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook .
434 South Grand Ave. 5

Fort Thomas, Ky.









#3
My, Henry A. Meyer, Nov. 17, 1941.

The P,¥.,G, Report of 1850 makes no mention of any "agreement" with
Hawalli, but the 1852 Report states that Hewaiian mgff 1s dispatched
in sealed packets by each mail steamer from New York and conveyed
thru to Honolulu without being opened, Postage required was the
U3, rate to San Francisco which was required to be prepaid.

Sincerely yours,



tiful and clever Christmas greetings received.

I take this means of annmu301ng that my father has had a
series oz:paralytlc strokeg‘ géélnnlng on Dec, 26, and his
illness has completely dlsrupted my plans for- ‘the coming
weeks an®monthse« Whether~he lives as an 1nvalld, or dies
EDony I w111 have innumer@ble details to handle.

All sjamp purchases and stamp studies are off; please dis-
continue all price llsts, approval selections, stamps for ex-
amination, requests for information, requests for articles.
Likewise all river history studies and writings are postooned.
All S,P.A. and other organization work must wait until I
can get around to it; it will have priority when I can d2 it.
To all good personal friends: I have over 500 unanswered
letters, I will never get to answer themyw=so I am filing
them. When this situation has cleared up, I will take a new
start, Write whenever you can, but don't expect an answer,

Meanwhile, I am not forgetting you. &
Henry A. Meyer







S duhe .S L 1Y
COLONIAL-MINDEDNESS

The American stamp collecting pub-
lic is probably much larger than that
of England, or than that of any na-
tion on the continent of Europe. Nev-!
ertheless, there is a regrettable tend-'
ency on our part to defer to the pra-%
tige of British and other oversea col-’é
lectors. American stamp periodicals |
and American stamp catalogues long |
ago surpassed the circulations of those |
in other countries by many thousands. |
Nevertheless, there was and still is, a
regrettable tendency on our part to
believe that the British publications in |
our field are of more worth than our
own.

This relic of the colonial attitude is |
unworthy of American philately of
today.

The colonial attitude of admitting
one’s own inferiority is neatly shown
by the way in which American stamp ]
people accept the classification and
terminology of British listers.

Some years ago, our chief American
catalogue maker decided to bring or-
der into the use of “overprint” and
“surcharge”. We might have expected
that he would have followed the good,
solid, American usage of considering |
the two words identical in meaning,




I and have smq;ly chosen the one of them

he thought best to use in all cases. But,
no — this firm followed British usage,
making “surcharge” signify an over-
print that changed a stamp’s face
value. That’s a foolish usage indeed —
especially as a monetary “‘surcharge”
means an additional charge, and most
stamp overprintings reduce instead of
increasing a stamp’s face value.

The colonial attitude has been shown
lately by the way in which our well-
informed philatelists have fallen for
Mr. G. Gilbert’s attempt to introduce
the French word “galvanoplasty” for
what has long been known in good
American as electrotyping. The intro-
duction of this word has created con-
fusion where none existed. It isn’t
ngeded: it has been a definite dis-
service to American philately to intro-
duce it; it ought to be forgotten
pronto.

There is still among us a widespread
belief in the superior scholarship of
the more learned British stamp mag-
azines, as compared with our own.
Yet a candid comparison of London
Philatelist, P. J. G. B., etc., with Col-
lectors Club Philatelist, American Phi-
latelist, etc., will show that guesswork
and suppositions are distinctly more /
frequent in the British papers. Clear- "
cut and systematic arrangement of the |
material is more frequent with us. 1
Gross errors are more frequent in over-
sea philately than ours. The translators
of the various sections of the Kohl
Handbook can tell us of many a case |
where the great scholars who made
that book have committed errors that
any American collector of one year’s |
standing would avoid.

We of North America are not only
the majority of the users of the Eng-
lish language, but also the majority of
the English-speaking stamp collectors.
Let us not defer to the prestige of any |
minority elsewhere. [
—ST1EPHEN G. RicH.
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Dear Mr., - Eake‘i" % | ‘* :

1’Herewith ths 1tems;ds per our! of the~$fh.

The Odnfih cagﬁg fs ‘a fake, both sfamp and cover. 1t wes

ge by & crook by the name of" J. fe: Seruggs of Birmlngham, -
Al The €ddress is in his hand writings Thisg crOok is a TR

i ‘member of the AyP.S. and I filed echarges against him the

“or four méuths agos I suggest you send this cover to &f-n“~ Ja
President Flower, -There is no telling how much of ‘this *~fh‘;“gf

- fake stuff Seruggs put out, The facsimlle stamps were . &

" supplied to him by:The Tathem Ltanip Co., who are likewise

‘to blame for this sort ef stuff., I have merked the typee

you but beg' to be excused en expressing any opinim‘w on

valuess z. : # By s S

e S !

Mg fee for this exami.hatian 18 tz 8o, NG

Fine stamps ab present shauld be a gqod p& ce to put:away
soune money fof those who heve en over-sbuhdance, / Naturall
the war will have quite an adverse effect on the stamp trad e,
but any price we pay will ba worth what we-éma nurely going
Eh get 1n:fhe and.. ;s

£
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434 South CGrand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Sep. 3, 1941,

Mxr, Rollin E, Flower,
259 Wardman Road,
Kenmore, N,.Y,

My dear Mr, Flower:

Under separate cover, I am sending you via registered mail’
evidence in the case against A.P.S, member

#16118 « Js He Scmgga, Jro'
Box 175, :
Montgomery Ala.

This case pertains to an attempt on the part of Scruggs to
defraud A.,P.S, member

Chancy B, Palmer,
Bradshaw, Nebr,

I an forwarding the papers to you at the request of Mr. Palmer,
I think the evidence in this case is conclusive and it is nmy
opinion that this fellow Scrugge should be expelled from the
Society., It is quite evident that Scruggs used the U, S, malls
to defraud and I think the Society should file a charge against
- him with the Federal authorities,

There is too mich of this sort of stuff going on and every effort
should be made by the chiety to put a stop to it,

Among the papers submitted you will note that Mr, Palmer anawered
an advertisement in the Western Stamp Collector inserted
Seruggs., In reply, Scruggs sent the three faked Confederate
dovers representing them to be from original finds whereas the
fact is, he made them himself,

Mre ‘Palmer called my attention to this case last June and I ime
mediately got in touch with my good friend Emmerson C, Krug of
Birmingham, who wrote me under date of July 26th as follows,(The
Acton mentioned in the letter is W,M,Acton ~ Birmingham dealer,
Aoposo 15086)3

"I called up Acton about the counterfeit covers at once so I eould
write you today before I leave this afternoon, Here is what he
said, Scruggs is an A,P.S, member listed under Montgomery, Ala.
from where he must have moved here, He buys stamps from Acton ale
though I have never seen him that I know of down there, He makes
no bones about the fact that he buys these facsimile stamps from
Tathem Stamp Co. (I think that is the name Acton gave me) and uses
0ld court house documents teo make envelopes. He sells the finished
products to the 5 and 10/ stores here for 6/ sach and they retail
them at a dime, Seems as though he has in an application te join
the local society here, I do not belong myself., 8o far he has
not been admitted, The society I understand has given up as not



#24
Mps Rollin K, Flow‘er, Sep. 3, 1941,

posgible to stop him from making and selling confederate stampn
under the law,

I think your party in Nebraska could possibly stop him or even
prosecute him for sending the things thru the mail, But ef course

no oné here has received them thru ti» mail, In other words, Stan,
there is a desire on the part of the collectors here to step him
but no one has been damaged directly enough to try to prosecute with
its terrivle consequences, One of Acton's men, Bill Darden writes
for lekell's every once in a while. He had prepared an article for
publication on the subject, I have asked that he send you a copy
which 1111 state the case better. This is about all I can do for you
about it o ; :

I do not know anyone connectod with the Tatum Stamp Co., but I have

heard of a number of complaints regarding their sale of facsimile

Confederate stamps. I have little doubt but what August Dietz of

gichmOnd can furnish any information you require regarding the Tatum
Os

Sincerely yours, :



454 South Grend Ave
U ReTN nmaRy N

SdiMayse, MMy

‘ .Mr.‘ﬁhhungy Be Pa;maféfffv
Bradshaw, Neby '~ o = -

| Dear Mr, Palueri

| mué following extract 1s from & letter from ir, Bmmerson C,
- Krug, of Dirmingham, Ala,, under date of July 26, 1941:.

,ff;z,oallédwupﬁAeton‘abdut the eounterfeit covers at.once so I
| “could write you today before I leave thls afternoon, Here is = .. X\ .
| _what he sald, Scruggs is an A,P.8, member listed under lontgomery, .~ \ .
‘ Ala, from whére he mmst have mogelyhiere, He buys stamps from & ' .~ =\
Acton although I have never seen

) eon hiMy that I know of down there, He . . |
makked no bones about the fact that he buys these facsimile satamps - o -
|, from Tathem Stamp Cos (I think that is the namé Acton gave me) and =~ .«
| uses old court houve Gocuments teo make envelopas, He sells the . @ 1]
v* Pinished products to the 5 & 10 storgs here for Of each and they . .. | .
{. retail them at a dimei-.SQQmS’ﬂﬂﬁthﬂﬁgyfhe‘hasinfanﬁapﬁlicitiéngtolﬂb\;vﬁ
"/ ’join the local society here, I do not belong myself, So far he has. = |
omot- been, adritted, . The society T understand has given Yo B nek
* pessible o stop him from making and selling conflederate stamps under =
e LAy Y o RS R oL RS S R T T R S et il e e

g o

T ik your party in Nebrasks could possibly :stop him ov even pros
- secute him for sending the things thru the mail, But of coursse mo . = |
one’ here has received them thru the mail,  In othed words, Stan, there . .

- is a desire on the.part of the tollsctors here to stop hiuw but no ‘one

‘ttfevery-pﬁqenin'ﬂvﬂhilei He had prepared an arﬁicle‘fﬁr;pﬁbliéﬂbien-ou‘”f'f

7',Flower,‘President;qfvthe,A.Pgs‘land'demand’that,thiagféllawﬁﬁ~‘

' 'get all the evidense i} requires.from Birmingham meubers, " = -

has' been damaged directly enough to try to prosecute with its terrible
‘°°1’~;88q\1eences. One efAeton'sman, Bill Darden mtesfor]qekeez_la ‘

- the Bubjoct. I have asked that he send you & copy Which will state the
- e#se botber,  This is about dll I can do for you ot s | sl SRS EOR RRle Sl
~ g TS S Sl L e R
I trust you will present dll the fasts in the case to‘ﬁyi;ﬂniﬁﬂng,, 7 ¥
TOEEB: oo

"be. sxpelled Irom the socletys - If you will do this, I will'welte %oi [ =
Flower and urge that this sction be taken, I am Sure_thn;&QG#Bty‘Q&R‘;"

" ST TS gt
A e
R

This Pellov Scruggs certainly tried to'ﬁefraﬁdpng;aﬂd-ge y§éthEb'1,;:;;“~;
mail to do so, The A, Pe 5. should take the prosecution in hand and =
ges that Scruggs is punighed, I have na—use'WQAtgggye? foy40no°m§l_j‘;_

. Bincerely yours, ..




454 Sauth Grand Avo., o A
Fort Thonmas, Ky.»_l. S :

Mr, Chancy B. Palmer,
Bradshaw, Nebr,

My dear Nr, Palmer:

Many thanks for yours of the 18th. I do not think this party
is as innocent as he would have you believe, therefore, I do
not think you should drop the case. He should explain how he
came into the possession of the fake covers and he should be '
‘made to prove that he didn't make them himself whioh 1 have
little doubt that he did, _ 3

I think he should be expelled from the A.P.S, if he cannot clear
himself and I will see that this is done if you would like to

. ‘have my assistance, I see g0 mnch of this cpooked stuff that . it
is disgusting.

Innocent collectors are robbed and they get disgusted and quit
trying to collect,

I'1l wager most anything that this fellow Scruggs is guilty. '

. I am having several friends in Birmingham look him up. I do hope
you won't drop the matter, ; :
| D%k gee b 2 g o can dig up medium priced covers for you, -

‘ ; : ith kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

-~

PeSs Since writing the above I .find that Scruggs is not
a member of the AsP,8, or S,P.A,, at least he 1s not listed as &
member in the latest memoership listss I note he claims he has been
an A,P,5, member for two years,

Selads

A



434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky

July 22, 1941,

Vr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3201 Sterling Road,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

"I wish you would help me out on a little matter, 'Perhaps you
can secure the assistance of lir, Aotqn. i

There 1s a man in Birmingham by the name of JQ H.‘Scruggs Jr,
who operates under the name of "8Slabams Stamps" no street
address, only "P.0. Box 3064 =« Avondale Sta. Birmingham,"

This fellow claims he haes been a member of the A,P,S, for two
years but he 12 not listed as an AF4Sy or 8,P,A,

~Last month he sent a friend of mine a bathh of faked Confederate
covers and I have an idea hée made them himself, because so far
he has refused to divulge where he obtalned them,

I had my friend teke the matter up with ¥r, T, C, Gibbs, Postal
Inspector of the B, Area, If you or Mr, Acton know Glbbs or
the U, &. District Attorney, will you please take the matter wup
with them and impress on them how very important it is that
crooks who usé the mail to defraud should be prosecuted to the
limit, Wy friend 1s a bank cashier in Bradshaw, Nebr., a lir,
Ce Bi Palmer, in case you wish to mention his name,

Yours recelved with the 1¢ 1851 from the Harmer sale and I will
‘glve it the works., Em, I have been so darn busy I have been come
pelled to neglect my mail for a week, but I was glad to hear that
there is still e prospect of your coming up soon. You are quite
right, I haven!t opened your package as yet, because I thought
‘you were not in a hurry and I would finish up several blg jobs

whith simply had to:be cleaned up. ‘ %

I noticed the remarks regarding an Ixpert Comnittee for the Collectors
Club, but I didn't think much of it. An Expert Committee means
covering the Catalogue from "A" to "Z" and in this age of intense -
specialiam T don't think anyoone man or committee of men are competent
to cover U, S, and foreign from "A" to "Z", Colson elaims to be an
A to Z but he isn't, he is only a big windbag, Personaljy I do not =~
bhink much of philatelic experts, including myself, because at times

I have been accused of being in that class, ' So don't worry @bout

the dealers getting control of expert committees, After all the best
of them are better qualified than the collector class, In addition,
dealers would employ the services of such a committee more than
collectors, hence should lend financial support, Ny name was -
suggested ﬁy some of my friends to head such a committee but this

I would never consider at any price, I do not know 20th or foreign




#24
Mr, Emmerson C. Krug, July 22, 1941,

but a chairman wouldn't necessarily have to, because all valuable
items would be submitted to a leading specilalist, .

Best regards,

Yours etcs,



(A. P. 5. No. 15114 )

| BeADSHAW NEBRASKA

Juiy 8 dodn

Tours truly,




In reply to your letter of

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BRADSHAW
BRADSHAW, NEBRASKA

193

WE CREDIT

WE DEBIT

ENTER FOR COLLECTION

(%4

i
L%

CHANCY B. PALMER, Cashier



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

June 18, 1941,

Mr. Chancy B. Palmer,
% The First Nat'l Bank,
Br‘d.h". N.b.

My dear MNr, Palumer:

Referring to yours of the 16th, ILach one of the covers you
sent me 1s a fake in every respect, Each stamp is an imitation,
each postmark is counterfelt,

The crook who sent these to you used the U, 5, mail to defraud
and you should report the case to the U, S, District Attormey
at Birmingham and to the P,0,D., at Jashington as well as to the
Stamp Dealers Association, MNr, Sidney Barrett,% Edw, Stern -
P9 Nassau St, -can put you in touch with the lagter officials,

Do not return the specimens to the croock but turn them over to
the U, S. 0fficials, This party should be prosecuted and put
behind bars and if proper pressure can be brought I think the
officials will be glad to do so, 7You should also advise The
Western Stamp Collector that they are carrying advertisements of
a brook,.

I do hope you will do all you can to put this fellow where he
belongs,

Sincerely yours,
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MONG the stamped envelopes

illustrated in comnection with
Stanley Ashbrook’s article on First
Stamped U. S. Envelopes in the
April 4th issue of STAMPS, there
is one particularly which should be
of more than passing interest to New
Yorkers. f

The cover in question is the one
addressed from New York to Amos
Cullen in Sacramento City, Cali-
fornia. Inscribed in the lower left
hand corner is the direction that it
be carried by the S.S. Illinois.

It is of this steamer that I want
to set down a few facts, being so
closely bound up with the general
history of New York City.

The Illinois was built by the
famous New York shipbuilding firm
of Smith & Dimon. Originally named
Louisiana, being constructed for an-
other party, the vessel was purchased
before completion for George Law’s
U. S. Mail Steamship Line, operat-
ing between New York and Chagres,
Panama.

The Illinois was a wooden side-
wheeler 268 feet long and 40 feet
wide. She entered the New York-
Chagres service in 1851 and very
quickly became noted for her superior
speed. * In fact she held the record
for the fastest passage from' New
York to Chagres, making the run in
6 days and 6 hours at an average
speed of 1214 knots.

When the U. S. Post Office mail
subsidy contracts expired in 1858
and were not renewed, the liners
operated by the Collins Line between
New York and England were laid up.

In the meantime Commodore Van-

derbilt of New York had purchased
the Illinois from the U. S. Mail Line
and operated the ship for several
round-trips between New York and
Southampton.

On the outbreak of hostilities
between the North and the South
in 1861, the Illinois was char-
tered by the U. S. Navy as a
troop and supply ship; she con-
tinued under intermittent charter
until 1865. In October, 1861, the
Illinois was one of a fleet of war-
ships and transports under command
of Rear Admiral Samuel F. Dupont,
which transported General Sher-
man’s expedition of 20,000 men from
Fortress Monroe to Port Royal and
Beaufort, S. C., and which resulted
in the capture of Fort Walker and
Fort Bauregard at these places.

In November, 1862, the Illinois
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was in General Banks' expedition
along the Gulf of Mexico and the
Mississippi and Red Rivers.

In January, 1865, the Quarter-
master General purchased the ship
for the U. S. Army and she saw ex-
tensive service along the Atlantic
Coast.

After the war, the Illinois was
leased from the War Department by
the Quarantine Commissioners of the
State of New York. Her machinery
was removed and she was fitted up
as office and living quarters for the
Deputy Health Office of the Port of
New York. She became the board-
ing station for all suspected vessels
entering New York Harbor.

From November to March the
Illinois was stationed at Staten
Island; from March on the ship was
towed to the Lower Bay and re-
mained at anchor there until Novem-
ber. She became rather notoriously
known as the Pest Ship and there
were even remonstrances from the
aroused citizens of Stapleton, Staten
Island, who feared being infected
by the ship when tied up for the
winter.

‘The Illinois was kept in the
Lower Bay during the entire winter
of 1880. But when in March of that
year the ice swept out of the harbor,
her hull was so badly cut by the floes
that she was towed in a sinking con-
dition to Stapleton. Practically her
entire stern had been carved away
by the ice.

The ship was taken in hand for a
complete and thorough overhaul.
New ribs were put in, new planking,
a new stern, new stanchions, ete.,

were also fitted. Then the entire
interior was given a glistening coat
of white enamel paint. After the
repairs were completed the Illinois
was again placed on her post of
duty off Stapleton and the Lower
Bay and here she remained until
1888.

In that year the hull literally
began to crumble to pieces; the
Quarantine Commissioners thereupon
returned the wreck to the Quarter-
master General, it being of no fur-
ther use to them. She was towed to
Brooklyn and there she was scrapped
after being auctioned off for the sum
of $1,100 on January 14th, 1888.

It would only weary readers,
were all the various trials and tribu-
lations enumerated which beset the
Quarantine Commisioners of New
York, and especially the Deputy
Commissioner, who was aboard the
ship during the time of her service
in New York Harbor. Those inter-
ested can read them in the New York
State Legislative reports for the
years 1865 to 1888, from which the
above is a brief extract.

The accompanying photograph,
showing the Illinois in her prime,
was taken from an engraving.

Gist of the News

The Elmer R. Longs of Harrisburg,
Pa., are being congratulated by their
friends on the arrival of William Reese
Long, on May 11, 1942.

The Stampeders Club, conducted in
the San Francisco Examiner by Sydney
E. Goldie, has recently celebrated its
sixth birthday. Congratulations to Mr.
Goldie on the steady progress this fine
stamp column has made since its start.
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434 South Grand An.g,
Fort Thomas, Eys °

Dec. 26, 1941.

¥r, L, L, Shenfield, y
250 Park Aves, B
Kew York’.KdYC

 Dear Larry:

Re - "Stamps" Dece SO0th, page 418 - the Adams COVErse
Do you think the Nashville originated on this cover?
Did you ever sce that "Postage Paild" before? I do not
_pecall any such type, It is stated to be in blue
which would be guite 0.K. '

If the cover_ is 0,K. then it tndoubtedly originated in
Nashville. Does it mot seem strange to you that the
Confed P.¥, ‘at Neshville would turn it over to the Adams
Jixpress to convey to Louisville? Henderson is down the
Ohio River from Louisville below Evansville. :

' If the Nashville did not orlginate on the cover, ve
could thea figure that it was not deposited in a Southern

gt

" PoDe but hended direct to the Adams Co. to carry thru the
Lines to Louisvilles | z

“The dat® 1s quite late and near the dead lines S,

gy youhagpen %o write dugust ebout this inquire 1f he ever Ry
~ saw that "Postage Paid,” | y 8

Yours stc.,



: THE RICHEY HALSTED &QUICK. CO.
3
CC MR. LARRY SHENFIELD

e
q
CINCINNATI

i Dec. 31,1941

QUALITY LUMBER %‘,

Mr. Stanley B. Aghbrook,
434 S. Grand Aye.,
Ft. Thomas,Ky.

Dear Ashbrook:

When Larry Shenfield was in office here a short time ago he
suggested some eastern dealer, believe in New Haven, was
offeringfor sale the "EMERSON COLLECTION - 158 HAWAIIAN COVERS";
it being his understanding these covers,in additiom,carried U.S.
Stamp - the price about $3,500.00.

y The writer told him that if as above the price was indeed cheap
and would be interested in same. ‘

Agtached copy of Larry's letter of the 29th.
If you think 1£‘w3;th while would be glad to haye you advise Larry
direct. He can then either arrange to have the collection sent on

to you for examination or would, no doubt, advise as to the dealer,
whose name has escaped me, so you could handle with him direct.

w1th’very kind regﬁrda and best wishes for the New Year,
SWR: 0 | ﬁfgi(




New York N.Y.
Dec. 29,1941

Dear Sgm?

Thanks for letting me study the bunch of Prisoner-of-War
faces which I brought back with me. You were right - there isn't %
a great deal in them but there are a few items I would like to mave
for reference and not for my collection. Do you think you could spare
about ten of them so I could round out my reference file?

Had a letter from Stan and he mentioned that he came across
that package of Prisoner-of-War letters of yours but he did not think
there would be much in it forme to study. Have just|completed the
article and it will appear in the next issue of Stamp Specialist.

I have the following
the period is
binat ions. The
claimed, is

Now as to the Emerson Hawalian
information on it. There are 158 covers in the
right up to 1898. Therefore, not all
collection has not been touched and condition, it
fine to superb. :

Emerson paid between $60
the price quoted to me is $3500. 1
had it. It 1s suggested that it be 1

in putting it together and
volumes intact just as Emerson
‘Mith me for inspection and I am

me for condition, I will send it
t0 you. :

$3500 he asks. I,rathsr ma.g a/ if it came to a clutch the collection
mould be bought f wha : $3250. with a little haggling.

whether if/you were 1nfa'ested you would not want Stan to consult with

you on it and in that case he couldhandle the deal direct with the dealer
and get something out of /it himself. What do you suggest be done in the
matter?
regards and wishes for a great New Year,

LARRY SHENFIELD

cC STANLEY ASHBROOK



PEDLAR & RYAN, 1xc.

ADVERTISING
250 PARK AVENUE

New York, N7

December twenty-ninth
1.9 41

Dear Sfén:

I hope you have had a very pleasant holiday and
thanks for yours of December 22. Your comments on the article
were invaluable and I took the liberty of using a few of them
which I hope will be to your satisfaction.

I return herewith the photographs you sent which
were extremely interesting, especially the one marked "For-
warded by Louisiana Committee &t Mobile" on the back. For your
inspection I enclose a photograph of mine of Ned Knapp's block
of 12 of the 2¢ Red, and a cover of mine which bears "Forwarded
by the Louisiana Committee at Mobile".

Note that your cover and my cover were sent to the
same party. The rate on my cover is a strange one but notice
on the back it is marked in pencil "Approved -- then some
initials, P.M." I have a feeling that this might have come
across the lines in some way just as the cover of your photo.

I wonder what the Louisiana Committee at Mobile was.
Evidently from the photograph of Knapp's piece, it was a relief
committee and since Knapp's piece enclosed 12 circulars, it
evidently had something to do with forwarding reading matter as
well as important mail under special circumstances. I don't ever
remember reading anything about this committee in any books, do
you? If you have any ideas, I should love to have them and of
course please return my photograph and my cover.

When I was in Cincinnati, Sem let me have for study
that great bunch of Prisoner—of-War Cover faces which he has had
for years. There isn't anything in it for collecting but there
were several examples of censors' initials, etc. which I wanted

to have for reference.

By the way, have you read "Reveille in Washington" —-
the new book about Washingtonin 1861? It's full of chatterbox
stuff about 01d Capitol Prison and I found it very fescinating.

TELEPHONE: PLaza 5-1500 CABLE ADDRESS: Ryanola




PEDLAR & RYAN, INc., 250 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.

iy 4

If Sam would like to send me the batch of Prisoner-
of -War covers that you are holding for him, I would like to go
over them.

Thanks again for your counsel and help and with all
good wishes for a bright and interesting 1942.

Sincerely,

ey

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
43/ South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jen. 8, 1942,

MI'. L Le Shenfleld,
7 Pedlar & Ryan,

250 Park Ave.,

New York, N.Y,.

Dear Larry:

First permit me to thank you for the beautiful pipe. It is just my
style and I couldn't have plcked out one any better to my liking,.

It is nice and light and I went to work on it 1mmed1ately. Many,
many thanks,

Re - the Emerson Hawaiian collection, Sam sent you a copy of his

letter to me under date of the 31st, I surmised the New Haven

dealer was Harry Keffer and as he works hand in glove with Dan I

. /guess there 1s no doubt but what Dan has the final word on the
‘eollection, } : 4

I wired Dan as follows:

"Inderstand either you or Keffer have the Emerson Hawalian colléction
consisting hundred fifty eight covers for sale stop Richey is 1nter¢
ested if lot is worth while stop can you forward,"

I trust this 1s perfectly 0.,K. with you., If perchance they send the
collection to youn, perhaps it would be best to get Harry's permission
to send it direct to me rather than to Sam, I can tell in a few
minutes if Sem would be interested and if he would not, it would be
no vse to have him teke the time to look it over, Thanks so much
Larry for counting me in on this and I hope its all they say it is
and that it will prove a worth while buy for Sam,

Up to this writing I have had no reply from Dan,

Rg - that photo I gent you = "Louisiana Committee." Somewhere in my
files or scrap books I have some data on this subject but Lord only
knows where 1t is. As near as I can recall, Ned tried to dig into this,
but at the time I wasn't interested to any great extent as I was busy
to the limit of my time on plating and couldn't be bothered with such
subjects whieh I considered were beyond spedial philatelic interest.
As I recall, Ned acquired this cover and then wrote to the postmaster
at Prattville, Ala, and inquired 1f any desecendants of Mrs. M. E,
Pratt, still lived in Prattville., It seems to me there was and that
he got into communication and managed to get several additiéenal items,
I think I have a copy of a letter he receilved, 1I'll try to locate it.

Later

The almost unbelievable happend, I did manage to find the copy of the
"letter Ned received from Prattville and 1t was from no other than the
lady to whom the cover was addressed, I am énclosing copy and also the
photo which I sent you in order to refresh your memory. 1 am sure

Ned sent me further information re - the "Committee" but evidently




#2.

Mr. Lo L. Shenfield,
‘ian. 2, 1942,

this part of the data has been destroyed. I suppdse my only
reason for hanging on to this copy was its associationgwﬁth the
two photographs, You are welcome to use it in any way yon wish,

% am sending you herewith 56 covers from Sam's lat also a memo

of same, After you are through with these please ma11~thom direct

to Sam, This 1s all thare were in the lot I had except three .
with pen "Fort Warren.," In this lot you will note the stampless X
item "Fort Pulaski" of which I sent you a photo.‘

Again the "Committee," How very odd that you would have one of the
"Mrs, M, L. Pratt" covers. Why the 15¢ rate? Don't you suppose
that this was a strip of four and the stamp to right was cut off to
make the cover look better? It must have been a strip of four and
placed on the envelope after the Committee notations The stamp to
right, extending beyond the edge was golded over and pasted on the
back, In opening the léetter .the stamp was damaged,

ote Mrs. Pratt's 1ette§ . Both of thece letters were from her

gband whils W6 wae a Prisoner of War at "21 Rampart St., New Orleahs”
She said he wag.held there until sometime in Oct.,, 80 your cover must
be SeDPe 5, 1863,

uite a nice story « a P of W cover and from New Orleane. Evidently
the Louisana Relief Committee worlking from Mobile attended to the

wants of Prisoners, forwarded mail etc, - yours has "approved = J4CeDo =
P.M," My photograph has the same notation. Who was "J,C.D."? He

must have been the P,M. at Mobiles I have no 113t of C.,5. postmasters
but- didn't Diets publish such a list in "Stamps"? That is, the P,M,'s
who issued C.S.Provisionels, Perhaps Dietz has some data on the
Committee, so0 why not inguire, '

I may be wrong but it seems to me that Ned wrote an article on the
. Ppatt cover. If he did, it must have appeared in the A,Ps¢ o

My guess is thet I made the Pratt photo along about 1920 or 1921.
There was no year date on lirs, Pratt?!s letter to Ned., I always
vondered if the Confederate collector Pratt was related to the
Prattville Pratts.

Re "Reveille in Washington.," I haven't read the book but did read
with much interest the condensed version in the Reader's Digest, I
thought 1t was excellent and a very graphic and correct picture of
the times.

Don will probably send me the Nashville cover, I'1l make & photo and
send you a print, Thanks for your comment on it« I will note seme
carefully when I examine the cover, :

Agein many thanks for the pipe, and by the way, it don't bite a bit,
Natural wood, no varnish - fine,

Cordially, -

PeSe=+I return your Pratt cover and phote. I wonder if you could send
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KX
Mrc Le Lo 8 ‘enfleld, Vr‘
Jan, 2’ 1942,

-me a duplicate pfint.aa I would like to have it for my filés,

also show the whole mess to Sam, Perhaps he has a "Loulsana
Committee "but I think nots Just imagine & block of 12 of the
2¢+ No doubt uniques I never saw its equal,

SeBeAs



C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS. OUR SPECIALTY Harry B. Kelfer

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP

Postage Stamps - Small Antiques - Paintings - Curios
Coins - Prints - Books

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised

280 ELM STREET
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

Telephone 7-4495

Jan. 3, 1942

Stanley BR. Ashbrook, Esqg,
Fort Thomas. Ky/{

Dear Stange

I must epolgize for not answering you very nice letter of

Nov. 17th before this date but I have been doing & little

work on that 30¢ cover end thought I would wait until I

had something of some interest to say about it. To date £
I heve nothing but hope to in the near future.

Lest evening Den Kelleher called me advising you had
inquired about the Emerson collection of Hawiian covers
which I heve owned for some time. He passed along the
information that you were interested for e client and
wanted to see it. At the present time it is not availsble
but will be so in & few days. I have,however,shipped you
under separate cover photographs of the entire collection
Just a2s I bought it page for page. I think you will find
them very helpful but I will be pleased toship the collection
8s soon es avéllabie. On the other hend your client might
find thet after looking st the photographs i€ was nothing
thet he wented. The price is $3500.00 net to you which is
just about 50% of what they cost Judge Emerson. I might
add that asltho I hasve owned the collection for quite some
time I have made no effort to sell. One or two parties
have come after me for it and it has been shown to only
three people with any idea of selling 1t. T neglected to
stéte gbove that I offer 1t only sublect to prior =sale, I
have to do this because it is out for inspection but I
firmly believe it will come beck,

I heve noted in your letter your reference do the Research
Group. I would like very much to join it but before saying
yes I would like to know a little about the cost. If it'is
over my head I will have to pass 1t up but I would be very
happy to Jjoin if it were within my mesns. It 1s elong the
lines of what I have been studying end trying to increase -
my mesger knowledge of. With best wishes for e very pleasant
New Year. :

Slncerel
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434 South Grand Ave.,

\ . Fort Thomas, Ky <
St 5 i x X ok . Jane T, 1942, s 2
Mr, Hab¥y B. Keffer, pve g |
280 Elm St' P ; SN ; W SRTINE e ' 2T e N
New Haven, Conne - §T D A B £ R
My dear Harry: -3 ) 8 & ¥ n{]“ . § fos

Yours of the 5rd received, togethe® with the photographs, The
dope that I had was that Dan had the collection for sale, hence
my wire to him, 7 R Gt Sk oy X XN )

)

A8 yom probably know, the U.S,-Hawailan rates are right down my

alley as I have devoted quite a blit of research te this branch

end think I have all the answers. Much has been written about
Hawaiian stemps but I haven'!t been able to find one writer who
wnderstood the rates, ILuff was all befuddled about them and so

were many others,  Even Knapp couldn't explain a lot of covers in

~his collection. I suppose you read Meyer's translation of the

Mundt Handbook im the October Cs C, P, Since this appeared, I

have given Meyer quite & b1t of inforuation as he seemed to be all ¢
mixed up and made a lot of guesses. = &

Larpy Shenfield told Richey about the collection and Richey asked
o1 AW me to look into it and if it was as Larry had stated, he would
Rach be interested, provided I thought the collection was worth the

e price. So you sce Harry, L am not t¥ying to interest Richey 1n it
e as he is alreéady.intevested. - - '

After looking overithe photographs, I wondered if there wasn't too
| much straight Hawail stuff, You see Richey only collects 19th
| U. 5, and Confeds, ~ It is possible, however, that he might decide te
20 take the lot on.mnd have 1t form a basls for a new branch of -~ ..
| collecting, ' Personally, I would like to see him obtain it, because
in such an event,.I wouid take it in charge and re-arrange-it and -~ < -
mount it, adding to it all the material he has at presents I ’ ¥
coukd then use the collection as the basis for a compreliensive k'

&

article on the subject of U, S,~Hawail mail., :

Richey instructed me to investigate with the understanding that I
was to obtain a commission. So in the event a sale takes, place,
~ " Richey will remit diveet to you and you can then pay me a commissions
\ Please advise me how much you can allow me, together with the
g0 lowest price you can name Richeye e SR

Regarding the Researeh Group, Just betwegn ourselves, I really do
not think it would pay you to joine This' Group is really for the
purpose of raisimg funds to finence the cost of obtalning data,
Initial donations are limited to ten bucks and mesbers are supposed
to kick in with additional donations from time-to time.

|

\ .

\ The Bulletins which I issue are simply for the purpose of keeping

| up interest and to encourage Group co-opecration. kick in like
| every other member and make'no charge for all the work I do. There
; is no finaneial gain in this work for anyone, , ‘

In my work I frequentlfihaie»toxhaVe date which can only be. obtained

; 7 PN T
A ¢ .
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#Re | .
Mr, Harry B. Keffer, Jan. 7, 1942,

from the files of 0ld newspapers, The best way to get this data
~is to hire someons to go to librarles and copy it. To pay for
"this work, the Group keeps on hand plenty of cash a8t all times,

I frequently have to have photostats made at the Congressional
Librarys Any member of the Group is likewise entitled te this
service provided they are working on worth/vhile subjects, and on
any work they are doing they get my full eo-operation.

Thus you will appreciate that the Groug 1s & swell idea and if
you still think you would like to jJoin, all you have to-do is to
let me know and I will see that you ere elected as a nerber, It
is therefore entirely up to you.

Re ~ that 30¢ cover. 1 have.been doing a'let of pesearch Werk on
the UsS.eFrench Mail - period subsequent to Jan, 1, 1870, It is a
terrible mess -but I am gradually getting to the bottom of the
subject. No student thnb I lmow of has the slightest conception
of the subject.

I am sending you a aopy qf the latest Bulletin wherein youw will
note I made souwe reémarks on Somwe covers in the recent Knapp sale,
I would appreciate your comment and needless to state, I:-will be
g%ag to explain any points, that are not clear to you, That is,
i cane | ¢ / G

- By the wai-__rry tell e about Towss What gort of a chap 1s he?
~ L never—metihin np? have I ever had any correspondencé with him¢"
1. note By the €, C. Bulletin that he exhibited his U,Se=Hawailan
~ covers at the Club and his collection was stated to be one. of the .

‘Tinest 1In existence, Does Tows know his stuff? Does he. knaw ratos?
Can he explain the markings on his covers?

If he has'a fine collection of U.S.=-Hawaiian items and ha&
knowledge of what he owns I would like to collaboraté with hrm, but
if he is juat a collector who eollects I wonldn't ‘care Bo waste
any time with him, 'How tome he was not interested in thd.ﬁmerson
collection?

In the event of a deal, could you obtain er me a set of the
photographs? 3 gt

Vigth best of wishés for the New Year, lam

Cordially youfs,

P8 The Group Bulletins are conﬁ.dential. Sending you ‘eopy #41
under separat e cover, €0 :

SeBede



C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS, OUR SPECIALTY a Harry B. Keffer

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP

Postage Stamps - Small Antiques - Paintings - Curios
Coins - Prints - Books

Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised

280 ELM STREET
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

Telephone 7-4485

Jen. 10, 1941

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esqe
Fort Thomes, Kye.

Dear Stan:=

Thenks very much for your letter of the 7th. You have no
doubt received the collection by now as Lerry Shenfield
hed it end has sent 1t along to you.

I note your remsesrks about how the collection is to be
billed end that the commission is to come from me. I have
already quoted you a price of $%500.00 which was net to
you. Thet is the same price I gave to a desler who showed
it to one party eand was the lowest price I hed set for
the collectlion. I have one party in mind for 1t but at the
present time I cannot quote them but if I have to sell it
to them my price would he #1000.00 net. T don't know i you
have told Mr., Richey my price is $3500 or 1f you have even
telked price with him yet. I can't do much on it but will
bill him sny emount you state,from say $3650.00 to $4000.
and all over $3400.00 will come back to you. I wish I could
’ say that I will bill Mr. Richey %$3500.00 and send you back
$500.00 but I Just cant't. Pleacze sdvise me what you want it
billed et over $3400.00 and our understending is that you
will receive all over $3400.00 thet Mr. Richey sends me. In
case you are at all interested the collection cost Judge
Emerson & trifle short of $7000.00

Advise me concerning the above. I want to be as feir es
possible and still I know you are entitled to a feir
commission. I sincerely trust the above will be interesting
to Mr. Richey.

Sincerely your

P.S. It also might be of value to know that if Mr. Richey
. had written In to me for it he would not have been quoted

less than ﬁ?S0.00 in any eventsand|most 1likely it would

have been OO0.00fbut my f¢ ¢

iR

tation to you was as to
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When nhanfield.faraéﬁ ;uiened the colleeﬁion to Reerese he A

stated a price, &sﬁg | ‘been named, -Now I don't kmow . .
'»asz,ything' ubgu} A

heXe other than what Richay told mes. ‘5 Wiy

: 4 s i XY B

Lerry| 1c-arnediﬁhat you, had sent me the et of b e e S

. photographs, he imiediately .advised me, that he woculd hﬁld

'the cgllact .on.unt I he Heard frosm me, &8 the chances Jvere S R, S

.-thqg,rk:behey could’ é.eeide from the phOEOgraphs whether or i 1 s,
7nof; he. ww,lq be 1nteresb¢d. ! ﬁ% g hS

ek % ed thg sat uf photis o\mr to Iiichey and will advis/w‘&m( oo
tei;' of his do;ni.n:&on. BT

Aa Richey a,bos not collect Hawaii lt is pousible thatr <he™ hqy
f£ind that there is t90 mény stméight Hawaii covers An thé lot,
I told him I thought Hewail wduld bé & nice side line in: ich
“.he might care to specialize =nd in such an event Q’he cq
ition would be a nice t‘oundauienmn Which to buiia

P = AB, explained’ abova Shnnfiold arid Richey talknd the colleaticm
s over bsforetl knew ‘anything about it, but please don't bLame
~ Larry if ‘he did any talking out of school as no doubt he T
. ﬂ.gured that Richey wes re&fly ﬁ ve@y 1og1 al prosp: By i e
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PEDIL AR & RYAN, 1yc
ADVERTISING
255 PARK AVENUE

MNewTub N1 . %

Jdanuary the sixth
19 ' 4 e

Dear Stan:
Awfully glad to get yours of the 2nd.

T heve in my hands here the Emerson Hawaiian collection
which Harry Keffer sent to me when I indieated interest on behell
of Sam. Parenthetically, I was curious also to see the collection.
Keffer told me weeks ago that he bought this collection outright .
fyom Dan so perhaps thet 1z the reason why you did not hear from
Den. T mentioned the collection to bam when I wes last in Cineinnati
snd had in mind all the time that the deal, if any, should so through
you because [ had no interest except to help Sam and you if you want—
ed to get 1L,

T hove today written Harry asking him whetber I may send
the eollection to you and I have told him in the letier that my sole
interest wag in order (o haye you see it for one of your clients.

96 that yon may be fully posted, 1 enclose the letier from Harry
with the collection and you can gee how vour lnquiry has been meanle
fied somewhat. . f .

Mow about the collection —— I don't went to say too much
except that I was terribly disappointed., Etretching my Tigures 1
cannot ive it more than $2000. or §2200. worth - but enoush of
thet. T puess I don't know much about thie class of merchandise,
The moment I get word from Harry, 1 will aend the pollection Lo you
direct. ~ ,

Thanks & million for the dope on the Louisiana Commibtee.
That gives me enoigh material for en article snd I will do one
shortly. I will return your cover when finished. Also thanks for
the Prisoner of War covers which I examined with & great deal ol
interest. There are several in here T could use for relerence but
T don't think I will say anythine to Bam about it.

T don't know who Don is who is going fo send you the Nash-
wille cover. Who is he? I will be delighted to have s print of it,
ind I will send you a duplicate print of my Pratt cover, The Dlock
_of 12 of the 2¢ is o cource the old Knapv block which was left over
from Scottls sale of his Confederates. I believe Scout still hes 0t

TELEPHONE: Plaza 57500 CABLE ADDRESS: Ryanels




PEDLAR & RYAN, INc., 250 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.

—9=
but the block has been ironed out and the price is too high. It is
of course the largest block known.

T am sending Sam's Prisoner of War covers direct to him, as
you suggest.

Best regards and you will hear from me in a day or so.

GM”\

Mr.Stanley B. Ashbrook
43/ South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky



PEDLAR & RYAN, e

ADVERTISING
250 PARK AVENUE

New York, N 1.

January the eighth
19 4 2

Dear Stan:

I have just heard from Harry Keffer who
seys that he sent you a photographic copy of the
collection. So I will hold the collection here
until you see whether the photographs give you
enough of the good news or the bad news.

Regards,

Carna

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

P.S. That was a wonderful bulletin for the Research Group.
I read every word of it and want to say that although it

is not in my line at all, I did enjoy it. Enclosed please
find check for $5.00 toward the worthy cause, and thanks

for the ad on the Prisoner-of-War covers. I would support
this Research Group much more than I do, Stan, if I did not
have quite a few expenses in connection with my own writing

on Confederstes.
LLS

TELEPHONE: PLaza 5-7500 CABLE ADDRESS: Ryarnola



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort ”homas, Ky.

i Jan. 20 1942.
S

‘\.i) My, Ly Ly bhenfield,
io 280, Park Ave.,

% Pedlar & Ryan,
New York, Ne¥e

Dear Le%ryz

.Sam deeided there ware too many straight Hawaii coverq 1n the
collsction, 80 he was not interested, He is returning the
photographs to Harry todays 1t is lucky that you held up on

sending the ccllections “Looks lilke Sam smelled a bargain.

Tmegine nearly 158 U, 8, Hawall combinatlons for a mere $3500, ¢
> "-Thanks for the dope oni Tows, I supnooe Y6 1d ot particularly
interested in combinations, He recently bought two combinations

i from Spence that I would 1ike to see and I wrote him and asked
oo AR hevyiould forward themy So far, no reply. = It is reported
that he bought mite a few U. Sy Iawaii covers in the Knapp sale,

Yén, I think the maiority of collectors prefer to buy indigidual
items but San fs an excention. He undoubtedly likes job lots.
Good 0ld Sam, ! G ‘ '

“Re =~ your Baltimore to Libby Prison., Seems to me I have seen
covera addressed to Libby, and thet they wore In a lot that
Colman obtalned from old waste at Washington, You know the lot,
the ones with red pen notations. Wy recollection is vague but
if I recsll,those that I saw had very late dates, for example in
1865 when evorything was breaking upes What is your dete? I may
have a record somewhere in my files but my Confed dope is in a
terribly neglncted state, Here, tbere and everywhere,

Hvie The present owner of the Haeshville - Adams cover is‘Donald
_ Malcolm (R.G.menber)s Don sent the cover to me last week and I
S made a photographe I guess it is 0,X. but I never saw that

"Postage Paid" before and 'deoes it oeccur to you that this wording
wes never used? Just think'"Poqtage Pald."” Yes, indeed "Paid"
but not Postaﬁe Paid,"  Did you ever see & U, Se stampless with
"Postage Paldy : ,

I suppose the cover is 0.%Fs dﬁd that the handstamp was one that
belonged to the Adams Co.

Sloanesguaranteed this cover but I wouldn't unlass I knew more
about that handstampe Perhaps he hasg’ lLiore qopa than I ‘possess
but did you ever see an Adams cover with a Postage Paid" handa1amp? %
~All of this discussion is betwaen ourselves, , -
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‘Who Knows the Story of the Pioneer Express Company P

Mr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein, of New York, has come in possession of the
cover here illustrated. A United States 3-Cent stamped envelope, it went
through a Southern post-office (Jackson, Miss.) without a Confederate stamp
or a “Paid.”

‘Who can tell us more about the Pioneer Express Company, of Mobile, Ala.?




= o M EM D /['zom Lambert W. gaz[vm s

11/26

i

“ Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

I have one item you can ada to your records
of 1847 items. I have a type.EL(no question
;about it) double transfer in a block of 4---this

wbeing the #1 stamp in block.

It is currently out on approval but I may
be able to supply you owners name & address for
a personal examination, if youswish.

Block is onused, only average cut. The DT

istamo is decent as it has 8% margins, cuts half

~of left: T frame only. l;f“

TAMAQUA ) Philatelic Auction Specialist x PENNA.



R 5 T A e
You are at liberty to use my block®of info. on it in
any sense you desire, I imagine a NJ party will see
re{?ﬁ if a2 strong article is written around it T

Dear Sir: \/ / B

y.
We regret 6 report that we were unable to secure any of

the lots/upon whlc you bid im’ recent auction, higher bids having
been feceived. 4 :

We gveatly appreciate your interest and hope to have the
@re of servmg you to better advantage 1n our future sales
which will be conducted on a regular monthly schedule. -

LAMBERT W. GERBER

Tamaqua, Penna.

S r




(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

Stanley B. Ashbrook

4%4 So, Grand Ave.

Ft. Thomas, Ky.



. 434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky

: Nov. -29' 1941.

r, Lambert W, Gerber,‘7,
Tamagua, Penna, 3

Dear iir, Gerber:

I was, very mach pleased to recelve yours of the 26th. ‘
For over 20 years I have baen searching for a duplicate of the ™
57 1847 "D" ghift with no success. To find ope would almost ~ -
be 1like discovering a duplicate of the "Knapp 10¢ 1847 shitt or
the 104 1855 "Browmm" shift, g
) 4 certainly would like to see the block you turned up bocunse "

I have always contended that this "D" was an actual plate ;
variety and not any sort of an "imitation shift" (Perry) or "kiad“
as several prominent students have contended that it 1s, If you
can arrange to have it submitted I will greatly appraeiate ﬁho
favor, : y

Sinoerely yours,:



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dec. 30, 1941,

Mr, Lambert W, Gerbef,
200 RO‘H@,
Tamagua, Pas

"

Doar‘mr. Gerber:

I em enclesing herewith copy of an article which
will appear in the next number of the "Stamp
Specialist.” MNay I inquire if you have any
objéction to any statements made? I am enclosing
with my compliments a photograph of the Emerson pair
with the "D" shift, and also one of your block.

Wilk you kindly return copy at your convenience,.

Sincerely yours,



i M EMD fwm Lambent W gzz[lsz e

-

Dear Mr. Ashbrock:-

I read your article with interest; your
new notes with fhe rehash on your stand make it
an outstanding artiéle. I hope you can turn up
some new evidence. 1 hada type C transfer about
é years ago: 1 searched my records but can't find
where 1 placed it. Possibly it was one of the re-
corded copies as 1 believe it was from the Forkner
collection.

I have no objection to any statements in the
article. 1 gave you blanket permission to use my
name, block or what-hsve-you in any manner you de-
sired...and that stands forever.

Thanks for the photo's; they go with my col-

lection of extra-curiculla items on US. i

A 1/
" adhee

TAMAQUA 2 Philatelic Auction Spacialist NA.







46 Langdon Ave.
Watertown,Mass.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, Jan. 7,1942.
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

The photograph of the 5 cents 1847 pair is in hand
for which I thank you. I believe you are warranted in deseribing the
left position a double transfer, I assume the original entry, incom-
pletely erased, was bad. Imean 1t was not dlsplaced enough to have
mattered but was a messed up re-entry transfer probably twisted. If
this assumption is good I can see no criterion which could serve to
prove the item a printing error.

Brown wes gifted with better than average deductlve reasoning
power but he was not in fallible any more than the rest of us. The
item appears to have a larger linear displacement at "S" than at the
upper left corner of the frame. Some might consider this evidence of
a printing shift but I merely deem it signifies a very poor original
entry.

You may recall that in the Brown sale were several items which he
noted as ceracked plate. Such ot these items as I noted were for me
seratches or abrasions that may occur when a plate is transferred,
For instancel bought Lot#118 a #1 psition from Pl.#1 noted eracked
plate by Brown. There are superflous lines either side of the left
frame line which I consider to be seratches.

My reason for this is that these lines are similar to those we
see on plate proofs where after transferring the gutters were not
cleaned up by burnishing. Sceratches of this sort show on some of
the 1861 Issue proofs and again on one of the 2 cents 1873 plates.
That is where Brown considered these marks cracks I infer that PL.
#1 was not carefully cleaned before going to press.

To you this may be trite or perhaps I make it out worse than Brown.

With best regards, Iremain,
Yours sincerely,

@mmg@.



46 Langdon Ave.
Watertown, Mass.
Dec. 29, 1941.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I do not know of a duplicate of the "D" double
transfer nor am I faé}iar with the Emerson item and have no idea
as to its status. I consider it questionable to catalogue a
variety when there is no kmown duplicate. I have seen printing
shifts on 5 cents 1847 stamps in the left numeral.

I have yet to see an item that I could positively allocate to
the right pane of Pl. 2 which together with the secarcity of P1l.2
stamps makes me wonder if the plate had more than 100 positions.

With best regards, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

Ko @mm??».
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“the Knepp  10¢ 1847 Double Transfers DN

434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jan. 2, 1942,

Mr, Karl Burroushs

46 Langdon Road,
Viatertown, Mass,

Dear v, Burreughs;

'-Mahy'thanks‘f§r your prompt reply to my recent letter, I
was under the impréssion that I had sent you at one tiue a

protograph-of the Emerson palr which had the unique "D"
double transfer. I am enclosing a print herewith with my

.};eomplimentn.

25 SR 3 quita agree with you that unless we are falrly seitive of
' _.a& consistent variety, such items should not be 1istéd in the

S,U.8, 1f only one copy is known, However there has never

; 1 been eny doubt in my mind that the "D" was a consistent plate
] Variety hence I advised lMr, Clark to list it some flve yeéars

' In contrast I have consistently advi -11st

Regarding Plate 2, When we consider thet over 4,300,600 of

the 5¢ stanps were printed it hardly seems logical, to suppose
" that a plate of 200 end a plate of 100 could have su{plied

that number, unless of course, one is Q1sposed to believe the

1847 plates were made of steel.

I seriously doubt if Pl, 2 stanps ape &s écarce as some
suprose, We are not positive that there were only two plates

of 200, It is not beyond the range of posaibilities that there

were three in all.

In regard to the enclosed pho%ograph‘ Do you see how Brown
eould have confused this variety with a kiss? -

With the Compliments of the Season, I am
| Cordially yours,

'
{

. = gl A
..‘..a;?. e Tl



454 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Dec, 26, 1941.

Mr, Karl Burroughs,
4€ Langdon Ave.,
Watertown} llass,

Dear Mr, 3urroughn:

I am writing a special article for the next issue
of the "Stamp Specialist"” on the 57 1847 and I
would like to be sure on one point, viz., is there
a duplicate known of the "D" double transfer?

Will you kindly let me know if you have ever been
able to locate a copy.

As you recalls the only known example was a horiz,
pair, the "D," the stamp to left, in the Emerson
collection. This pair was discovered about 1920 or
1921 and since that time I have never been able to
locate a duplicate, Steve Brown was of the
opinion the "D" was a printing error, probably what
Perry calls an "Imitation Shift," or in common
parlance, a "kiss,”

I will greatly appreciate a prompt reply.
With the Compliments of the Season, I am

Cordially yours,



s

434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dec. 8, 1941.

. Wr, J. W. Sampson,

Foute #1,
Hollowell, Maine,

Dear My, Sampson:

I was wondering if you were ever able to dig up a copy

of the 5¢ 1847, "D" shift. I illustrated this Double
Transfer in the A.P, several years ago and stated that the
only copy known was in the Emerson collection, It might
interest you to know that the late Stephen Brown, who by
the way, was quite a thorough student of the 5¢, made an

examination of the Emerson stamp and came to the conclusion

that it was not an actual plate variety but that it was

an error of printing, that is, an ink shift or "kiss" as
some call such varieties., I could never agree with him

and have always contended it was an actual plate variety
and due to its extreme searcity it undoubtedly came from

Pl, 2, By the way, it is a lovely double transfer and it
would indeed be nice to turn up a duplicate just to prove
that because only one copy of a variety is known that such a
thing does not prove the veriety was not constant,.

ﬂayfi,inqulre if you have had any luek?
Cordially yours,



)

ec. 17,04

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S, Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your letter dated Dec. &th has Jjust reached
me via Hallowell, Maine.

Stephen Brown's opinion of the Emerson "D"
shift is new to me., Unfortunately, I have never been
able to get a glimpse of the stamp in question. And
while I have been more or less earnestly seeking it
for some years, I have never run across another ex-
ample of the "D."

Reasoning from another angle, Brown's opin-
ion that the Emerson stamp is a "kKiss" seems more prob-
able. How many copies of the "C" shift have you seen?

I have three of them, acquired without special effort,
which indicates either unusual luck or that mild degree
of scarcity one would naturally expect where one subject
exists on the relatively little-used Plate <.

All right. Now isn't it oad that only one
"D" should show up in these several years, when Eteve
Brown and you and I and God knows how many other arfdent
collectors have been earnestly looking for it? Doen't
this rather 1end weight to the theory that "D" is not
constant?

But 1 am in no position toe argue about it,
for you have seen the stamp and I haven't.

Any chance of your coming out this way this
winter? 1If so, I hope we can have a talk. My 18647's,

however, are all back on the east coast.
With all good wishes,

Sincerely,
J. Wi




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky

Deec. 30, 1941,

Mr. J, Waldo Sampson,
P.0. Box 284,
San Anselmo, Calif.

Dear Mr, Sampson:
Many thanks for yours of the 17th,
I am enclosing herewlth a photograph of the Emerson pair of the

5¢ 1847 with the "D" double transfer to left, which kindly
accept with my compliments.

Regarding the "C". I have never been able to locate mj :
five copies of which my record shows, thr@p are in your Gt tion,.
In addition, I located a single with & part of the _stamp to right
and this small part shows it was a "C", However, I can hardly
count this as a sixth copy, but it does serve the purpose of a
pair and shows the nature and character of the 1mpression.

I am anxious to obtain your reaction to this photograph,

Steve Brown saw the pair and examined it carefully., I also
furnished him with a print same as the enclosed, I could never
agree with his conclusion because I do not think it possible to
confuse a printing error with a consistent plate variety.

No, there is no prospect that I will get out to the Coast any
time soon though I tgwould be a pleasure to visit with a lot of
friends in Californ

With the Compliments of the 8eason,

Cordially yours,

€ g



Jan. 5, '42

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
4%4 So. Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Yours dated Dec. 80th received today,
and I am very greatly obliged to yow for this "Jum-
bo size" print of the Emerson pair.

I cannot claim to be expert in deter-
mining the fine points of difference between printing
slips and true plate varieties, but judging solely
from what this photograph shows I really see nothing
to indicate that Steve Brown was right. And I'd like
real well to believe him right,---that would so easily
explain the whole matter !

Your part-copy of Shift C 1is an inter-
esting addition to the group of known examples. I am
still hoping to run across something that will serve
to link the two,---C and D. Probably a vain hope, but
miracles do happen to those who hustle while they wait,
and the increasing publicity this issue receives (thanks
largely to you) makes the discovery of new material more
probable.

I am starting east tomorrow morning, going
as far as Chicago and probably to New York, on a short
business trip, returning here in a couple of weeks if
all goes well. I'll let you know "if or when" anything
turns up relative to these two positions.

-~

Sincerely,

J. WALDO iﬁ}gs N
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49 : 434 South CGrand Ave.,
\' Fort Tho:as, Kye.

Dec, 26, 1941,

Dr. Ralph W, Payne,
Greenfield, Mass,

Dagr Doc:

I an writing a special article for the next issue
of the "Stamp Specialist™ on the 5¢ 1847 and I
would like to be sure on one point, viz., is there.
a duplicate known of thé "D" double transfer?

¥ill you kindly let me know if you have ever been
able to locate a copy.

As you will recall, the only known example was a
horiz. pair, the "D," the stamp to left, in the
Emerson collection, This pair was discovered about
1920 ér 1921 and since that time I have never been
able to locate a duplicate, Steve Brown was of the

opinion the "D" was a printing error, probably what.

Perry calls an "Imitation Shift," or in commen
perlance, & "kiss." ;

I will greatly appreciate a prompt reply.
#qth the Compliments of the Season, I am
Cordially yours,






‘Nr. Dan?l ngkéilehgg;'

~ Dear Pan:

e

1| 434 South Grand Ave.,
"',,"',j"‘ Fort Thomas » Ky.
e Jan, 2, 1942,

3

7 Water St. » g:a‘ 7.
Boston, Mass, . 0

Herewith a photograph of the Emersen pair with my compliments,

Ybs,”qu'ﬂaé quite pﬁaud of this palr and if my memory ﬁéfgdgf;
me correctly I discovered it in his eeollection but at the tlme

I thought 1% was the "C" ofwhich only one copy was then knowns '

(Harmatt ). g £ A
I had Bob send;this pair to me and when I compareﬂ%}t withﬁa
photograph of Dan's "C" I found it was entirely différent./
Later Bob acquired Dants "C" of whieh now there are five known,

Perhaps you will $ecall how Steve argued with me ﬁhét Emersont's
"D" was no plate variety but just a kiss. Steve had several

similar cracked notions. T never owned a "C":.op "D" and neither.

did Jake so far as'JI knows ol

~years to prove it beyon

I have the original negative I made in 1921 of this palir but the
print enclesed is from a negative I made in February 1956, when
I agein had Bob send it to més Just think in all those years no
duplicate, but this is confidential and please don't mention to
anyone, because I want to get some of those "kiss" experts out
on a limb, e S A% : 3

Recently I discovered & D" and What do you think it was in? Of

all things in a miat block of four. Can you beat that for luck?
S0 you see Dan it iﬁfé*ﬁeﬂuine\plate variety bﬁt 1t took me 20
‘all question,

Heppy New Year to 9@@ and Bill,
SRt Y, : Cordially yours, %

” Fon



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Xy.

Dec. 26, 1941,

¥r, Dan'l Fse Kellaher,
y wate}' E)t.'
Boston, Hlass.

Dear Dan:

I am writing a special article for the next issue
of the "Stamp Specialist” on the 5¢ 1847 and I :
would like to be sure on one point, viz,, is there
a duplicate known of the "D¥ double transfer? .
Will you kindly let me kmow 1if you have ever been
able to locate a copye.

Ag you will recall, the only known example was a
horiz, pair, the "D," the stamp to left, in the Emer=-
son collection, This pair was discovered about 1920
or 1921 and since that time I have never been able to
locate a duplicate, Steve Brown was of the opinion
the "D" was a printing error, probably what Perry
g;ila an "Imitation Shift," or in common parlaence, a
S8

I will greatly appreciate a prompt reply.
With the Compliments of the season, I am
Cordially yours,
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—Courtesy of Raymond Ashbrook, 3577 Raymar Drive.

These two gentlemen gave the theater-goers of bygone years
many a “belly” laugh. They used to come pretty regularly to the old
Grand Opera House, now but an active memory to those who enjoyed
its comforts and pleasures along about the turn of the century
and before. The actors depicted are Dabol and Wilson in “Erminie”,
The incomparable Francis Wilson is seated.
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., 434 South Grand Ave.,
Port Thomas, Ky,

Dec. 15, 1941,

Mrs Ezra D, Cole,

Nyack, N.Y. oo e SR e .
Dear igz: |

Take 1t from me-the Réd Head has ne syatem nor any key. p ¢
doubt if he' knows ug,muﬁh about xp*elgn rate covers as you do.
There is no particular key to spotting faked covers. One has
to know rates and the exchange markings, this 1s the only safe-

 guard. . The faker has no knowledge of such data, hence hs is

bound to tripmps Only in the last six months have I really

buckled dowm to the ratés and uses of the period subsequent te

1863 and believe me, I am daily getting my record in better shape.

As te Colson, he hated Knapp, hence in his opinion all of Knapp's

1869 covers were fakes, Naturally thls 1s not true. He hag seen

a lot of Zareski's work and it i1s quite possible that Zareski has

on hand e lot of fake handstamps. CoOlson has an uncanny remory 5
and remembers fekess On the obther hand, he does noﬁ know rates. .. .
off the meanings of exchnnge mafkings. :

I never examined the Knapp 1869 covers carefully - just glanced
thru them and checked off ‘those I thought were ‘good-and bad, then
later I checked the uses, dates, markings, etc., as best 1 could
from the photégraphs, Heow far is my guess wrong on lot 17797

You probably bought this for Noody, who sent it to Colson and
Colson said 1t was bad. lMoody thinks Colson is a God and believes
everything the Louse tells him, : ;

If Colson knows genuine 1869 covers why did he try to sell that 30¢
fake to Martin which Souren illustrated? Colson has a system of
condemming every cover which does not show on its face that 1t 1s
perfectly good beyond any question. BEis whole game is to'kill every .
sale he can by any dealer in the country. WNo,BEg hé is no wizard

and he 1s not half so damn keen as he €laims he 1s. Any iten

Colson has 1s good, no matter how lousy it is, any item any com-
petitor has is a fake. %

A damn degenerate’ (you know what we' called them when we went to
school) will lie and resort to any lousy trick t0 harm someone he
hates « its thelr chief characteristie to hate all normal human
bein;s . '

Consider cover 1779. Surely the whole thing is not a fake, That
"PD" and the London are not fakes, neither is the French, -If this
cover is & fake, then the 30¢ was substituted for some other stamp.
The Hew York pems is illegible, hence I can't form any conslusion
from the 1llustration, I don'% want to ask Souren for a pheto of
thia cover but could you get one from him for me? = :

I know;damn well that mail could be sent thru England aftor Jane 1,
1870 at the former French rates but I have no data on hand regarding
the U,5,-British arrangement, There are plenty of genuine uses to
France in 1870 of 15¢ and 30¢ ratess I can't be wrong on this but
suppose I am, and that mall could not be sent to France at, former

*



#2e | |
er.'Ezra-D. Cole, Dec., 15, 1941.

retes thru England, If this was a fact and Colson knéw-itA€o ‘be
a fact then of course every cover to France after Jan., 1, 1870
with 15¢ « 307 end 45¢ rates would be, (in his opinion)’ Teakes.,

T cantt understand.why 10& 17?8 sold so low, Thisgpoyen,is,aa good ;
as gold. : ¥ #

I had to smile at your suggestion I get all my photOgnapha to=
gether (1869 covers) and study themloblot have every one arranged
and card indexed as well as every uarking and records of covers that
have been in numerous sales clear back to the Séybold sale in 1910,
I have a double eheck with uses by months' to compare markings, etc,
When I can get & cover to my desk and study it by my records I can
generally come to quite a positive opinions. lo one else has such a
record I am swre, All I need is more detalled Government records,

Here iz what John wrote me about the Beaver cover: "I saw the cover
several times and I did not think it was genuine, Do not know who
has it now. As near as I can remember some small dealer in N,Y oCoe
hed it, If I find out will comminicate,”

I take it that John was not involved. If he was, he would have swern
it was 0.K¢ Bartels could tell me a lot if he only would, I think
it 1s J.¥, who la: giﬁing me that run around, Bad stuff and he

should know bebter, T haven't written him as yet but I an going to
do so and send him Wallenberger's letter. Someone better come clean
or else I am golng to write a story on this cover.

There is too mueh of ‘this funny business and its about time someone
was draggifig’ 1t out in the open., I can do so to the Queents taste
and tell ﬂhem all. bo €0 to hell, |

Re =~ the Rﬁst 7R1Bs _Could you arrange to send it to me so I ¢an make
n pHoto and inelwude it in my record? You know I have & detailed f
record of every 7TR1E I have ever been able to lecate, regardless of
i s condition, If you can't send the item, will you send me a com=-
plete description.

The Newark Valley must be a gem, Sure would love to see it und record
1t. ; A :

What sbout the 5¢ 1847 - Are there many 1847 uses?’ What about 1850

uges with stamps with fine sharp early impressions.- fine engravings?

How about any fine engravings - do ‘any show plating marks? What about
any sheet margin coples? I don't care for cancelations but am

awfully anxlous to seé fine engravings on cover regardless of condie-

tion, Were there any pairs wIéE "Eo% in 8¥¢ Is it trua that the

whole collection is golng in a Harmer‘sale?

Guess that covers everything.

Yours etc.,




AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

—~~

L8

A“

COLLECTORS CLUB

EZRA D. COLE RrRARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N.Y. - - - Telephone Nyack 964

December 16, 1941

Mr. S.B. Ashbrook.

Have you given up on the Carrier research? 1
haven't and look at the enclosed cover. This is quite
an interesting cover. Do you have a copy of Lambert
W. Gerber's auction catalog of the Dr. Wolfecollection?
The sale is to be held January 22nd and 23rd. If so,
look at lot 736, or better yet, write him and ask him
to send it on inspection. I can't quite figure it out
from the photograph. Don't get anyone else all excited
about it, for I would like to try and buy it myself,
for my own collection.

Several things have turned up in the Rust lot., Will
write you about these when I get them all in shape.One
nice thing is a supplimentary mail cancellation en a 10¢
1857, that should be good, for he bought it in 1901. No%
a wonderful copy or strike but a nice one to have for
reference purposes.

Please accept the enclosed block of "intermediate"
Pony Express stamps with my compliments. Merry Christmas.

e



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
COLLECTORS CLUB

E

EZRA D. COLE RrRARE POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N.Y. - - - Telephone Nyack 964

3 December 18, 1941 <

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

The enclosed cover was sent to me by Ed Bauer and .
see his letter. Have you checked this for the type or is
he kidding me? It looks like the type Ia stamp to me,
but there is not enough of the bottom to be absolutely
sure. In any event, I am only offering him $25.00. If
he accepts the offer, can we make some money together at
this price? I am going to continue this in the hope that
some day, we can sell something and make a profit.

Everything about lot 1779 in the Knapp sale looked
all right to me. Of course, you realized that, or I would
not have bought it. After examining it carefully, I think
that all of the postmarks on the cover are probably all
right, with the exception of the Castorville,Texas post-
mark. This of course, makes the whole cover doubtful again.
I also bought lot 1715 for a check and I think this is bad too.

With reference to the 1870 rates and the 1869 issue, is
it not possible that we have both over-looked something.

How about the war of 1870?. Paris was besieged and pos-

sibly there was no mail during certain periods. This is

something that Colson would know and at least I did not

think of it before. Possibly the Encyclopedia Britannica
would be our clue.

You know perfectly well that I do not care fér Colson
but I do think that he was pretty near right about Knapp's
1869 covers. 1 bought the one that I thought was surest of
being genuine and it turned out to be a fake, Of all the
rest, only 1778 was above wpeproach. The reason it did not
’ sell at a bigger price was because it did not look too

_attractive. As I remember it, the stamp had a washed out

" look and the red postmark instead of making it look better,
made it appear worse than it was.
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434 South Grand Ave,,
- Fort Thomas, Ky..

{3 i peey; 81y 1841,

¥, Hzra D, Cols,.
Nyeck, NeYe e .
s t - s «_y 8 L#ﬁ g : : ...‘ ‘; Tag

Dear Bz:

Fay
P

Herewith the 3¢ plus 1¢, This is more of -a Forwarded drop = 3
though it is possible that it was dropped in the post office N
and thet the 1 was intended to prepey the carrler delivery fee.
on the otheffhaﬁa;it might have been dropped in a bex and the
~1¢ peid the /collection fee to the .04 How are we to tell? No,
I haven!t given up/the 34 plus 1l¢ research by a long shot and am '
still searching for covers and data, I am sure there is galuable . | |
“ inforfiation on_file at Washington 1f we only knew where 6 find 1%e
The' memo of .the date on the back of your cover is probably corrects. '
The 1¢ is & P1l, 2 stamp and the 5¢ is in the claret class. ' * i,

b & ; . ; , F & A
I am enclosing two bum photos of two covers Bill Homan séﬁt me,?f
T never. saw a 5/ plus l¢ use from Poftland outside of thig'ongs -
Note trhe 3¢ vate hasimo street address ~ whereas the ¢ plus 14 hase
. This may be a prapaid "way" into Portland but I thisk Lle, chences - -
are that the 17 paid the delivery fee in Boston, MThe date is pure
Sep - Oct <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>