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Introducing Spencer Anderson 
Spencer Anderson, an actiYe col­

lector for more than 25 years, formed 
the Reliant Stamp Co. in 1925. "Re­
lian t" hIlly described his policy, as he 
was aJ:>solutely reliable in all his deal­
mgs. 

Since 193 5, the business has been 
conducted under his personal name. 
His yearly trips to the principal cities 
of the U. S. have given him the pleas­
ure of personal acquaintance with his 
clients and has widened his viewpoin:t 
so tha t he is better able to judge accu­
rately their needs and varied interests. 

Mr. Anderson, as sole proprietor, 
supervises all the major activities and 
is very capably assisted by Munson B. 
Wallace and Willis F. Cheney, both of 
whom became associated with the firm 
III 1932. 

Spencer Anderson's outright cash 
purchases of the John H. Clapp 
$ I 00,000 collection and the O. J. 
Olson collection during 1942 startled 
dealers all over the country. This fore­
sight is due to his years of experience 
in buying and selling at the proper 
time. He is aggressive and alert to all 
opportunities. Many dealers were wary 
of the war market, but Mr. Anderson, 
sensing the vast possibilities of the 

increased purchasing power, stepped 
into the market and by the purchase 
of these two outstanding United States 
collections gave his firm one of the 
most complete stocks of fine items in 
the country. Outstanding purchases 
of "British Colonies and Foreign collec­
tions during the past few years balance 
his stock to fill the varied wants of 
collectors. 
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stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft. Th oma s, Ky. 

Dear ' re Ashbrook: 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

When I wrote to you the other day I said that I 
would forward a list of the illustra t ions I thought 
should be used in the first part of the article. AS 
you know, this is not to be a really tech~ical article 
but it is ~Dtended to be written so that the collector 
can, thru the use of the article, properly identify 
his stamps. I think it is adviseable to include certain 
of the major varieties that have long been of interest 
to col ~ectors. This is the list that comes to mind at 
the moment on the first few stamps that would be considered 
in the article; 

1847 Issue (5~O 
1. Photo of normal copy ~.-.At, ~ 
2. Drawings of 4 major ~s, A,B,C,D 
3. Drawings or photos of Dot in S and Dot 
in U varieties 
4. Photo of Gove r nment Counterfeit 

1847 Issue (10¢) 
1. Photo of normal copy 
2. Drawings of major double transfers 
3. Photo of Knapp shift 
4. Dra i, ings of II Stick Pin! , ~Iharelipn and 

"line thru F of Office n varieties 
5. Photo of bisect varieties 
6. Photo of Government Counterf~it 

1851 Issue (l¢) 
1. Photos or ~rawings of all Scott types 
plus type lc. 
2. Photos or drawings of the various types 
of recuts on type IV. 
(Students wishing specialized information 
on this stamp and on other stamps which have 
been well written up in ~ ither ~rticle or 
book form will be refer~ed to the original 
source. 

1851 Issue (3¢) 
1. Photo of normal copy 
2. Photo or drawings of I I Gents r! 

II ' t h ree cents , recut button, recut 

W e Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 

11 Line thru 
bust, and 

.~ 
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"Gash on snoulder ll varieties. 
3. Illustrations of various line reouts 
in the triangles. 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

Can you furnmsh any or all of the above? I have 
told Kimble that I would insist that payment be made 
for suoh illustrations as are used and I know that he 
sees eye to eye with me in this matter. 

.~ 

Two things are bothering me in the 1847 issue. 
These are "copper vs steel plates fl and the "Knapp Shift". 
I have read your artiole on the plates very oarefully 
and I must admit that I fail to find any flaws in your 
reasoning. However, my personal knowledge of this 
partioular problem is so limited that my opinion might 
be formed entirely on the way the article was written. 
In other words, you might have stated your oase in favor 
of steel plates and sold me on the idea. I am not so 
oertain that all reputable students feel that the '47 
plates were ooppper. It is probably impossible to 
offer dooumentary evidence (of value) as proof that the 
plates were or were not made of oopper. Suoh being the 
case, the stamps themselves will probably offer the 
only evidence that is of value. I do not know that anyone 
oan build up a plausible case in favor of steel plates 
but if suoh can be found I would like to offer~ it as 
well as the II oopper pla tell theory. On any subjeot where 
there is any - reasonable ohance that either of one or two 
solutions is the oorreot one I feel that it is interest 
of all oonoerned to state both sides of the questiun. 

In regard to the Knapp Shift I must admit that I 
have never seen the stamp and have an open mind on the 
question as to whether it is or is not genuine in all 
respeots. I know the so-oalled II solder upll theory that 
has been advanoed in regard to this item. The regular 
Post Offioe Shift is about as strong as the Knapp and 
it seems to me that this position should also have had 

, 

the solder treatment (providing of oourse that it ooour-ed , Lk 
when the plate was first made which is the theory behind ~r 
the Knapp shift). Some students have a bad opinion of the ~ item. 

I know that it would not be neoessary to go into 
detail at all in the artiole in regard to either of the 
above questions but I do think that both should be 
mentioned to some extent. 

Will probably start fiBst draft of the artiole as 
soon as I hear from you. 

Sincerely yours, . 

~~ 
W e Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
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Mr. L. G. Brookman, Oct. 26, 1941. 

strongest argument I presented las R co parloon of the t 0 
Confederate stamps from the SR •• e steel die ( ) ~~he I~rame Line, 
!'rom 9. copper plate (B) the 10ft Die 1'+ fro Q steel plate. Hera 
the aetuel difference between copper and steo1 is most noticeable. 
No campet nt Qtudent of plate reconstruction could possible dis-
agree -lith m that the 1847 plates were copp 1'. ut all t s 
of little interest to any oJtcept the advancod student. 

Your artie 
in tho sll 
0 .... the fac 

absol tely 1nd pendent and not be influenced 
o by anythIng t t anyon ao st ted regardless 
t c "as iven you by th m. 

One orc u the Kn pp s ft . Don't be influenced by what so 
d "0 to y behind this stamp is long ane and 0. number 

of lrresponsi 1e 1f- PPointod exports hcve expre ed opinion pro 
• nll ~uc stuff ,1th n graIn of salt . So far as the 

Isol G th or:!, 1 concern d , ,ell that ls loa long s'cory and 
hould r.ot be t en erious1y unless 0 e under tan thoroughly all 

tho t lls . I c tell you th nn you can depon upon it . The 
i e th roof t 0 thin3s . It is eithor fako or 1t 

. nu1_ • I it a f e it is either palnting or aocc d, an 0 er­
from a Bp c1 ly p epar d fake die . If it genuine '.t is 

only bo plute v '1 ty. In othe ]orda by no po ~iblc 
1. it un 1t1111it tion sh11't" 0 ias, a. P ry once, . ted. 

t eir choice ( ) Fa.e (:3) Gnuil1o. 
rIta on tho at p 1n 9. l:'ocent 

nclo ing here­
llet n of the 

Bee u 0 the ubj ct of thl st p is so co trovers! 1 I think it 
dvi able to 01 t 11 mont ·on of it in ~OUI' 1"ticl . 

Oordi 1 .y your , 

• I 



FINAL LIST 

Illustratiens needed fer 1847 article 

5f! 

1. Ori~nal 
2- Go.verm!l&n,t.--:&a-i:t1rimn-

- S. Double transfer-If k, B, OJ D. 
4-... Det' ill !tUft 

..a- Dot--tn"-8 It 
-&. - Bank teo sho ·ng use,? of 
steck di &8' of Franklin IJnd ,Wa hingten 
~ Ehet ef one of the late die 
proofs shewing oharacteristic det 
. f.orehead. 

lO,t 

1. Original 
2. ~ernmen ~it~i 
~. D~b1e transfe~s 
R31,R4l 

-4-. 1Dapp. Shift 
--5. "Short tre:n&f er- n 

-~. Vertiokr line thru nyn 
7. rtStiok Pin 
8. "Harelip 

10. Largest knewn pieces if 
it is possible to' spew the 

, 

v f>.. PhotO' &hawing Wheeling Grid 
9. Phete ef largest known piece 

--itT -hotos ()f. .. York Find t 
--:li-. S-u-add-l pane oepy 

items in the Frank Sweet oolleotion 
}1. Items from late Hew York 

12. Phot of Confeder to &~210 
13. 51 d 10¢' used on 
14. Creased paper variet 
1&. Ori~inal die preefs 

It you don't already ha~e them, 
I think I oan obtain ite~s listed 
under 1/8, 9, 10 and wi 11 make 
an effort to' obtain any ethers 
you den't have. 

10,t 

Have written Perry in regard to 
1#3, 7, 8. think I oan get #11 
from erman Serphos--'1'Il'ete him 
yesterday about them. 

City find. 
12. Ori~inal die preefs 
13. "1 90" die preofs 

If you will dvise me what you need in the way ef material 
to make the abeTe illustrations I will try to ebtain it or phetes 
ot it. 

I believe you realize how muoh I ~ppreoiate your efforts. 
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Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Ft. Thanas, Ky. 

Dear J4r. Ashbrook, 

Bovember 23, 1941 

I am hereby enolosing the article on the st and lot 1847 
issue and would be very much pleased i~ you would go over it and 
make any oamnehts you see fit to make. 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

It you teel that suoh oomments as I have made on your artiole 
on the "oopper plate" theory. or rather suoh information as I have 
included in this artiole regarding the copper plate theory should 
not be included here, I will eliminate it tram the artiole. I teel 
that it has a plaoe here and would prefer to iholude it. 

I do not believe that you will teel that there oan be any 
reasonable objeotion to the way I have handled the paragraph on the 
"Knapp Shirt". I have sood reason to think that I oan obtain this 
item tor my own examination but I oan see no objeot in trying to do 
this exoept that I might torm a personal opinion about it. Whatever 
my opinion was, it would oarry little it a~ weight. At this manent 
I have no opinion, one way or the other, about this stamp. I do say 
this, it it is a take, I believe that suoh taking as was done on the 
stamp oan be demonstrated. Furthermore, if the shift is faked, suoh 
faking was almost surely done via the fake die method. I don't believe 
anyone could have pai4ted in the fake in such a manner as to deoeive 
you. I paid $S one afternoon just to sit and watoh a fellow repair 

AA..._ L .... :~ stamps in Italy. He was exoeedingly clever and his work would tool 
--~ r ~, _4 most dealers and 9~ ot all oolleotors. As a matter of amusement, 
tlt.H~ ~ lor so he said), he was faking one of the early rarities, I don't 

~~ ~A reo all just whioh one, and he was starting from a pieoe ot blank paper 
.-..~...., """"--r. and painting the whole stamp line by line. Very olever job but it 

1_ I.JJ ~LA wouldn't fool all of us.. . 
~. I am ellClosing what I feel sure is the "FinaL li.st" of the 
~ ~ illustrations needed for the '47 artica. I would appreoiate it if 
- you would oheck the duplioate list which I anciDse and return it to 
~.~ me at your earliest oonvenienoe. Check the items._you oan or have £ ~ 'J done so that I oan get to work get.ting material. for the balano~ .. 

. ~__ Blue pencil the article as much as you pleas~---my s~oere 
.4A4~ r-f\IL, desire is to present it in as aoourate a f.OrJIL as -prutaible .. 

~.I~~A.. ill start in on the l8.51 Issue very shortly. When I CODle to 
~~~.--,-~.the It I shouldn't have too muoh trouble --fellow ~ the name of 
A;;t ~~ Aahbrook wrote a little about this stamp • 

..<, Il\.t A 
-J~~ 

~~#4Y" 
~ 

Best regard.~ 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Phila 
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. Mr . L . G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb Arc de , 

inneapolis , Minn. 

Dear r. Brookman: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Nov . 28, 1941. 

Yours of the 23rd 1ith the article safe to hand. First - re­
garding the thr e photos that Elliott s nt you. These are 
small a"ld do not sho:7 the varieties very plain ~nd I think 1-1; would 
be a mis take to try to retouch them. I am enclosing three (envelope 
"BII) blue prints herewith dth the varieties dra m in. I suggest 
you u e these rather than the Perry photos , but when you have the 
photo engraver mak the half~tone cuts , be sure and instruct him to 
fad.o the blue . If he i'0110'ls in tructlona , you 1'1111 got a half- tone 
like ~he ono for example ~~ my One C nt Boo·; Vo 1., pages 290, 
291 - Figures 26D - 26E - 26F - 26G - 26J and 26K. ~le bluer the 
blue ,rint tho bett r the half-tone, for exnmpl 26J. All of these 
cuts 'Iere maa in th s mann r . n order to cut down -h cost , I 
wouldn't illustrate the hole stamp, for example , I ou1d use onli 
the m4d Ilion for th stick p.n and harel p nnd just the top, say the 
''thole " ost Offic fI for tho uline '.n F. " On the other hand , if you 
would prefer to illustrate actual stamps , I can supply n fine photo 
of .2.§!i, but I haven't any good photos of the other t 10 . 

note you hav rri ten to Norman Serphos for permission to illustrate 
the 5t and lOt block . I made very fine photograph of thes and if 
Norman will g ve you permission, I will supply you ith fine print • 

Note Envelope "An - strong evidence of copper plate . Practically no 
one out id of Kna nd sell' ev r l"t de any study of the Confed 
Fra e Lille plate, h nee none, so far us I kno , ar fami15.B.r with the 
characteristics bf this plate . The s e charact~rlstic 3cratches are 
found on the lO~ 1847 plate nd tho Conted Frame tine plate and if 
fine hnlf- to as re produced fro the nclosed photographs, t , 
s1 larity can e sily be noted. 

I have never 1_1ust~ated this important point 1n a y of my a~tic10 as 
I Ma reserving it until som fut~~ time . I p sa it on to you to 
use as you fit . A sid by ide co_. parison of a lot 1847 4Rl 
and Fra e Line ~80 is very con incing. 

He - Envelope II~" - tr ddl copy - There are t 70 tr ddle copies of 
the 5¢ and one of the lO~. Of the 5~ one as n the Em rson collection -
ex - E. R. Jacob , the other is in the Sweet collection - .ox- Doc Payne 
of Greenfield. The 10~ s Iso n the S et colI otion' - ox- Acker n . 

Re - Envelop "F" - Original pI te proof . think this vertical pair. 
is suffic_ent to illustrat . I hav Photo/%' phs of the only block 
1m n includin th larg Em r on "Dot 1n D r block (no in the 
Burroughs coll ctton) . If you h list I \ ill furnish but doubt 
if it ould b n ce sary to Inclu • 
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Mr. L. G. Brookman, Nov . 28 , 1941. 

Envel ope "Sn - This is what I call Doub l e Tr ansfer f1E" . I have 
l ocated r i ve different copies of this pos iti on proving the var iety 
is consistent and an act ual pl ate variety. Further I located a copy 
on a cover used in 1848, proving that it comas f rom Plate #1. 

Some of the lines may be scratches Lut the pri ncipal ones are 
evidentl y traces of a f'ormer entry. Note the curve in the left "5". 
The photograph does not show this cu~ved line but ot hers I have do 
shml it . 

Note Envelope 1fT . " Here 1s a. position showing some remarkable plate 
SCI' tches . These are consistent a I have located three different 
copies . I think the stamps Come from Pl . #1 and that the plate 
became SCI' tcned rather la t e in its life . 

Note Envelope flU' - Thr e tlate varietie . Th dash to ri~ht of' flS" 
is th position to the right 01 the above double transfer E. fI The 
"curl in S I _8 quite nice nd this mark lasted for qui't6 some time as 
slishtly worn copies shOi1 it .. Tb th~!d aho two dashes in the 
right margin of the design. ote what an early, impression. I am 
rather sure that this is a Plate 2 variety. 

Regarding the curl in "SII copy. A you a1' p obabl arlal'O the -=-mal1 
curve in tho top bar of th "5" uas on the d e , hence on all original 
plate proo£s and also 0 all early impressions . 

Env lope "V" - A remark hIe ink shift - probably no· exactly like t he 
vUliety known as a kiss . 

Re #12 on your list of 5¢. a sarry but I do not happen to have n 
fine photo of Contad Die or (210. 1£ you uish, I ' ll pick out a 
fine sharp engrav . d ma e photo fOLD YOt. _ 

Re #14 on your list of 5t. I do not have n photo of a creased paper 
ver ety. I dontt think much of suoh items as they a.r f'reaks" 

Re - the 1875 counterfeits . I Imve look d high and low but c-nnot 
l ocate any prints . I suppose I still have negatives but it auld take 
l ess time to make new ones than to look fOl' t e old. If you elect 
copies to send to me to pIlot 0 be SU1"e and select fiTle shnrp ngr v'.ngs . 
Perhaps proofs iould be best . 

He - 10¢ ~7 list ~112 and {,l13 on your list . I ho.ve no photo of 13 and 
cannot locate any prints of ,,12 - If you will borro from ~razer I 
ill ma e the photos . 

Re - Gilbert . I have had quite a bit of correspondence dth him on 
t he subj ct of copper and ste 1 plates . He is an Ifully nice chap 
and wh110 ho may b one of the ~orld ' s authorltie on French stamps 
and many other foreign, he 1s typical of the European, that is , he 
don ' t 'kno\7 darn t hi bout 19th Century U . 8 . I see no need to 
quote any hi he has ritten or said on our 1847's or steel va 
copper pl tea . You mi t a well quote H. R. Harmer on the Knapp sift • 

• .. --Knapp "'bift v Jacoba theory in 1st' book. Here we have copper va steel 
D uble transf r from steel plates are entirely dif'rerent in make-up 
from double tran fer fr opper plates . One point I have tried to 
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impress on Perry is this . If the 10¢ 1847 plate was steel , as 
Perry contends , (or at least at last account he aid) then it is an ' 
absolute cinch the Knapp stamp 1s a fake . No dou.l)t 'lhen you see the 
photos I am sending you of tho Knapp stamp your first impression will 
be that it i an outright fake . Well that was my first concl usion, 
BO be careful . If you can borrow it I suggest that you do so, and 
mak careful examination. You certaiuly have as much right to express 
your opin_on as anyone else and I kno of no reason why you shouldn ' t 
do so . 

I note you ntion the "faked die" method . This 'as a theory originally 
put forth by P rry but it never did seem plausible to me . The stamp 
in opinion is only 0 e of tiO thing , either a enuine plate variet y 
or p tnting . As P rry is positive it is either one , then my con­
viction is that Elliott i 100% wrong . 

bo far haven't had ti to go over 'Yonr rticle CB.L'cfully c..S I 
dropped eve ·thine to search O'.l.t the photo&raphs and cuts for you. 
I haven't my originals of the lOst Double Trnns!' I' 0 I \1111 have to 
mak nel on s and will forward the to you 1 ter . 

y I offer a suggestion? Vould it not be wise to elaborate on 
cancel ions uch interest 1 tak n in this branch. 

I lil1 go over your manuscript carefully an write you as soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

P.s . -- inca l"it ng the above I have m de up drawings of the fow: 10¢ 
1847 dOlble transfers . These you 'ill find in nvelope "," . 
note Envelop IiX" - here are four sSlnpl s of recut errors on th lO~ 
plate . If you think it iorth hile to illustrat th prominent errors 
on th plat , send these four back to and I ~ill make up a sot . 
ote th lara car in this envelope . This in a compposlte dlag am 

li~tlng fei of the pro inent plate v riet es . In smuch n FaIry 
kIlo th plate Car b tter than I do , you might a k him to m ko up a. 
card or ever 1 eerd ho inz a.ll th p at1ng markt'O on the plate . 

S.B. A. 



Envelope A - ~emo 

Copper Plate . A number of positions on the 10¢ plate show 
"scratches" in tho margins of hlch 44Rl 1s a. typical example . 
On the Conred Fro. e Line plat ~ \ 0 find in the ma~gin to right 
of 70 - 80 - "scratches" nth ex ctly the same characteristics . 
Other positions on this plate sho~ similar scratches . I have never 
seen any stamps £rom the teel plates \ith Bcr tahos 11th like 
characteristics . 



Comments on Article 
t 

Page 5 - Last paragraph - earliest known use of 5~ 1847. The 
earliest actual use with a 5~ stamp tied by a tOVal postmark 1s 
"Ph1ladeMh1a Jul 14" (in blue). The stamp is also canceled by a 
grId (ty g) in blue and by two crossed pen marks. Inside the 
letter is dated 1847. Two pos1t1ve uses are known on Suly 15, 1847. 
In the Waterhouse sale (1924) was 9. cover described as used on 
JulIO 1847, but I have never seen this item. 

Page-2. Second paragraph - The stock dies we~e used for years 
previously on many d1ffere?t Bank Notes . 

Page fO e Third line - I am practically certain thnt the delivery -made 
In ~eo . 1850 contained n large percentage or Pl . 2 stamps . I have 
po itively identified uses of Pl . 2 stamps in ray of 1850. 

Pa e 11. Sixth line - "were made of copper" - I uggest you change 
to read "made of copper, or a combination of copper with som 

other metal , of lhich copper was the prinoipal metal . fI I never meant 
to infe_ that pure oft coppa - 'laS used. 

L st p ragraph - No 1e a1 us of the 5~ 1847 are knovm on 
cover i'rom California. Jard ha e. cover with a pair sed ..I.rom 
Tehama, CaliC. During the life of the 1847's the rate was 40~, not 
lO¢. In addition, there was no Tehama P. O. in 1850 or 1851, in fact 
th re as no Tahama office until as late as 1853. The Ward cover 
hows the 1855 - 10~ rat e and the use was undoubtedly in the Spring of' 

1856. It 1s an illegal us of the 5¢ 1847 that "got -by" th postmaster 
at Tebat1a . 

Page 18. Blocks of 4 of the 1847 . Quite a few unused blocks are 
kno\tn - perhaps a high as a dozen to f fteen . Several ~Ulusod blocks 
of six ru."e 0.1 0 kno'\m. 

Page 19. Unfo tunat 1 this block of 12, duplicated positions in the 
x=Emerson plate proof block of 30. There is no possible chance that 

either of the plates will ever be plated. It simply cannot be done -
t e reason is - copper plates . No que tlon about this at all . We 
cannot even identify used copies with th aid of larg plate proofs 
except in isolated cases . For example, we have not as yet been able 
to identify the exact positions in the Emerson plate proof block - yet 
the 9th vert . r w of this block are 11 "Dot in S" stamps . Someday 
we will be able to plate this proo block but so far only slight pro­
gress he. been mad . Compare this to a possible plat ng of 400 posi­
tions on two plntes. ~lliy to haven't even b en abl to identify all 
the corner copies - 8 to p~ to - 16 in all . ~o , the 5¢ will never 

, be plated and no one need kid themselves that such vork 1 possible. 

.... 

If the t.o plates had b en steel they ~lould av een plated years ago . 
Coneid r the 5¢ n York plate - only 40 ubj ct , yet_it took years 
and years to accompli h the roconstl"Uct on of tl1 se 40' posit! ons . 

? Because it a copper plate, and made by the same firm that 
made the 1847's. 

S cond paragraph - 10. t line - the "aterhouse block 01.' 8 
erson back in the 1920's . 

P e 19. Third paragraph. The Knapp block of 4 on cover was far from 
De aut ul . In f ct it as quit lou y looking . H If of th block was 
oxidized and the other half 10. badly f d • The auction description 
as holly i 1 ading. 



#2 . 

Page 20. Third row from bottom - Chase made this statement but I 
am not sure he was right - the Emerson plate proof block, shows 
about equal intensity from top to bottom. 

Pa e 21 . To illuDtrate this you will have to obtain pprmisslon of Mr. 
ar UI'roughs - 46 Langdon Ave - Watertown, Mass . I can supply 

photograph. 

pa~e 21 . Cancelation - One of the rarest is the target - so far known 
bu rrom two tmvns - Greenwich, NoY. and Hanover, H. H. Both red -
Also the Bing ton "herringbone" in rod - black & green. Cancelations 
of "circles of short red dashe , " red & blue "series of dots" .~ 
Trenton star , . 
Color of ~ancelatlons - Outside of Boston, blac is rar ns kl11r . 

Covers to foreign countries with 5~ 1847 are cerce and very de irable. 

Pag 22 . First paragraPQ - July 13 1857 is the correct date . 

P e Second par graph, 8th line. ~~y may I ask, do you think that 
t pates mentioned W re S 01 plates? 

13th line - &teve Bro n identified more than 4 corner coples from Pl~te 2. 
lOth verticals from left pane contain different characteristics from 
loth verticals from right pane. 

&teel ~late for Plate 21 The fact 10 the Plate 2 ~tamps hcve no 
ch nc eristlcs of' a stool plat , and d_ffer vQry very little if any, 
fro early impre sions froD Plate #1 . I believe that Plate #2 we. made 
in the latter part of 1849. lIote covers showing use 1n 1 y, June or 
July 1849 . ,1mlY of these sho terribly Vlorn plat copj.e • 

. y opinion is that YOUI co ent, are pure speculation nnd not based on 
any avid nce or facts. Dietz at ono time crusgested that tbB copper 
plates . rc sa \Ted i-: tVi"O and thnt the ones I.1entioned in the aff davit 
erc p nee. It 1s possible that th other p nes ere destroyed at an 

earlier date and that R \' H & E had kept a pane of ~ay Pl 2 - 5¢ and a 
pane of the lO~. The Gov rnment insisted these be destroyed Rlso and 
this was done in Dec . 1851 . This 1s specula.tion al 0 but it may 
reconcile the plat r:m t of the affidavit. 

First pnr gr ph - 7th I1ne . Earliest U 0 knonn - a cover 1n 
e ,erson colle ction from No York on Ju 9 1847 . Thi a right sheet 
rgin copy tlea by rod square grid. 

P Kna p hift. I just ondering if' YOUl ~vmmont~ are bit 
a Knapp t e tened to sue anyon who, in public prirr , called 
his ~ amp a fake. Perry pr p red an rutticle in 1936 for the A. P. and 
Knapp thrc t n d to sue both Perry nd t he A. P. 8. if '.;he 8..!'tic1e ms 
publIshed. I auld b very careful bec use Souren n y go oven fnrthe~. 
Souren ha~ gon o~ record in stating the stamp 1s genuine . If I ~ re 
you I . ould at Souren' '" permi sion before I wo Id publish any reference 
that the st p 1 fr udulent . 

P I suggest you read Fr d Jarrett t book 
given. 

First par raph - 15th 11ne. everaJ. cover (0 ly) are known 
o C dn th co inatlon use of the Beaver (1s ued pr . 23, 1851) 

an 5st 1847. I kno of our cov rs but I ouldn' t dvis yo to rn.enffin 
th m. 
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(1) One is a use in 
(2) " " tf " II 

(3) It II fl " t 

June 1851 - Probably O.K. 
Sop. 1851 - After demonetization 

ay 1851 - Some say this is a fak • 

4th - Perry c n give you data. Thi v'as from Canada. You will 
find mention of #1 and #2 in the Jarrett Dook. 

One should be very careful about covers from Canada with 5¢ and 
lO¢, 1847 - Many fakes exist - some very clover - practically all are 
from the Kennedy correspondence - originally stampless covers with 
1847 1 s added. 

·~ 

It ~s well to remember that the U. S. rat to or ~rom the border to 
1 e York ;Jas 10¢, not 5. Ne { YOl'k was over S(5Q mIles. ~Ve see covel'S 
to .TO York 1th 8_7'9. 

3 . First Par raph - last thre lines. It 1 
~'~o~s~up-pose u. S. post 0 fices iould h ve recognized 
cane led in a for ign cou try - y t Ie e such ite 
arc good, perh ps oth r is • 

hardly r-e sonnble 
any of our stamps 

• Pe_haps some 

I do not th nk much of the long quotation of Rollim. Souren 
out o~ d tee I think the sp ce devoted could be 

used advantage. ~ 

e 39. Bandholtz block - Pl il \. ard could supply you with fine photo. 

Pa 0 40 . Onl known cover sho,nng use from California is a cover from 
~an rancisco to No rork Jan. 1. 1851. 'his ha h. trip of four, 
40¢ ~at . As this cover 1 vory b utlful and is un que cons~der 
it a among the fin st o~ lO¢ 1847 covers own. Dan Re!loh r can 
sup ly you \lith photo of sev r 1 very re ark b1e cov rs in th Swact 
colleotion • 
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Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas, I<Y. 

Dear Mr. AshBrook: 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

I would sound like a Hollywood press agent if I used the terms 
that come to mind when I look over the illustrations at hand. The 
most mild description is that they are A #1 PLUS. 

I worked last night until after midnight eorrecting the article 
as per your suggestions. Didn't finish the job tut will go at it 

again tonight. Despite the faet that the ReHim article is not the 
last word in the scientific ddteetion of fakes it is probably of 
some value to collectors who do not have access to modern equipment. 
I really believe it will be of some interest to the average collect~r 
and as such I will leave it in the article. 

Regarding Knapp Shift--I intend to \vri te Souren today. I want 
to present this matter in an absolutely fair manner. I can honestly 
say that I have no idea whether the item is genuine or not. Such 
evidence as has been presented supports the fact that it is genuine. 
I know that Perr,y doeaatt like it but I'll be darned if I can get 
him to tell me why. I can realize that he may consider that he is 
not in a position to do so. He has helped me a- lot and if he never 
told me another thing I wouldn't have a kick in the world. 

One more thing in regard to the shift--if I had only the photo 
to go by I would not have much faith in it. The shifted lines show 
up too well . Furthermore, they give me the impression that they 
do not exactly duplicate the other lines. However, since you were 
not favorab~ impressed with your first view of the photograph, I 
will reserve judjment. Frankly, I doubt if I could tell lIUoh about 
it even upon a direct examination. 

I think that you know you are to send Kimble a bill for the 
illustrations when the deal is oompleted. I want you to know that 
I understand that there are things in this world that oantt be bought 
only with money and that your help mus~ oertainly be olassed among 
these things. If this artiole is of any value to oolleotors I am 
only being honest when I say that the biggest portion of the value 
will come from the illustrations. 

Had lunoh with Kimble in Ohicago last week-we believe the 
article will start to run in the Ee ruar,y .P. 

Will probably send you one or two small things to photograph 
in the next day or so . THANKS FOR EVERYTHING. 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic 5~m;gr.ly Y"J r~ __ ._~+ ........... Q.iilA.' 01'-... __ 
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k' . Ralph K~.mb1e , 
81 8 ;)ant flve ., 
Chicago, III • 

Dear Ralph: 

434 South Grand Av ., 
o t Thoma , Kv . 

Dec . 11, 194:1. 

Yours of th 7th race! ad I a pleased to learn tlat au 
15.ked the '\Tarious 11u tration I sent B~oo • I very 
anxious to do all that I can to nssi t h t his 1847 
ar 1cla outntanding , becaus th r a tr endou int rest in 
the 1847's and a r n1 ood icle c rt nly in order . 0 
if one s to be . pub1i hed, suppo give th m mb r so thi 
out of the ordi 6.17. 

of th cut but if' I J r 
larg . I think most of nry 

ill ho. the e s ntial points 
Fo ex pl , I do not think it is 

11 necess ry to devot full page to 0 0 st p or cover. 
cover can b cut do to 1 s than natural size. 

r his uscr1pt Brookman devot quite bit of space to an 
~ticl by Rell m on the detect on of fak s . I suggest d to 

thnt he el!minate th s as it rally d no lace in art 01 • 
n an artic1 like this, I think the author should stick t hi 

subject . Tf Broo an think lli 's re rks r goo , nd no 
doubt they r, it auld perhaps bet to thom t s bject 
of special article . If you agr e with m , p haps you can 
per u de him to d v to all the sp ce he has to the 1847 i sau • 

I mend avoring to 0 ain per ss on for him to illustrate s veral 
vcr l~portant and rare covers and 1f uccessful think they ull1 
,be of much add d interest to hi articl . 

On mor point . H lont into some detail bo t th "corn rtf in th 
1847 st8.1:nps in past years . What do ou think of such r fer.onc ? 

re present day coIl ctors r ally inter t d in such stuff? s it 
not best to confine bis re ark to the stamps n to expl tion 
of un usl cov r? An art! 1 that is padded lith lot of irrevalent 
st ff isn' t _ ch good in opin1o . 0 ch co.n b lritten about 
tli 184? issue that i instruct va and inter ot US , by in uet 

lot of 61 11 time stuf 1 Geo~ge Van en Berg. Perhaps you can 
use your influence . 

r marks reGardlnu the Knapp 
fake . t b 1 b lous e 
if F nn 1 pub~ish d P rry ' 

A. P. that the stamp was a fake . have adv1~ d 
Clark not to 1 'amp and it is n t llst d in t c talogu • 
therefor' as an unrecog zed v ri ty I think th less that Brook! 
has to y about it th better . H1s artj.cle should b in tructive , 
not c I t!?OV '\"s1 • Do ycm. not (Sr o? 

yes , Ralph I fQlld 11k to hD. f) tha photo return d to mo and 
th t th - b tur-n d. in as good or r e. pos sible . have Ii' 
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Mr. Ralph Kimble , D~c. II, 1941. 

thousands and thousands of photos and it is utterly imposs1ble 
to keep duplicate prints of all On hand at 0.11 times . Some of 
the prints I ~ent Brookman were out of my own reference lot, and 
1: ... oldo.Ul remov any of these under any circumstance. I would like 
to have th original returned so I can check up on them and 
make now print 'lhere necessary for my reference collection. 

A to the charge for the material , I really had not thought of this . 
I-I; isntt the prints which are valuable but the time consumed in 
digging them out , making ne prints , drn~ingc etc . We 'Iiront t bother 
about tl:t..1s a.t p:resent and. you need hav.; no fear that any char-ga I 
make '\1 ill embarr ss you or upset your budgot , so don't worry about 
this angle ut all. I want to S00 a damn eood 1847 article in the 
A. P. and thnt 1 about all that concerns me at present . 

Re - tl matt ~ Of an . p . S. catalogue. I had a br ef letter from 
to', 11 in 'I: hich h sta.t d I simply had no idea of the coat of _ 

publishing such book, that the coat to the SOCiety ·ould be 
prohibitive . Perhaps he is ri t, but I couldn't help but wonder if 
bis remarks weI' an ef~ort ot to offend our good f~iond Clark in 
any . y. 

Perhaps could 0 t in desired ref'orms in the S. U . S. by discussions 
in the A. P. as to the advisability of the A. P. S. publishing a 
c talo lee Surely a fair discussion of' the subject could do nCl he- . • 
,~at do rou think of thi~ angle? 

Sincerely yoursI' 

-~ 
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. ~ • L . G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb Arcade , 

• Minneapolis , Minn. 

Dear Mr . Brookman: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

;Dat . 8 , 1941 • 

Yours of the 2nd and 3rd received. Will reply to the latter. 
{hat you noted on th 1847 BroTIn cover is due to photography, as 

.~ 

the stamp is perfectl O. K. You sea in making a negative of a cover 
of soveral different stamps of different colors we get different 
d nsity of the tamps on the negativos . In making prints , one stamp 
is pt to print v ry d ep, another very t~. hence over the under­
exposed st po on the n gativ I past a piece of tissu paper to 
retard the printtn . If this piece of papal' is cut to the exact size 
of the tamp it c n hardly be noticed but I s Idom take the trouble to 
do this . In the cas of the lO¢ 1847 I pasted a hinge on the glass 

de of the lO¢, hich was not the exact size a the stamp, hence the 
differ nc you not d . Th ide 1~ t get the gen ral etf ct . 

R aarding tho four cuts of' the lO¢ "hich I sent you and '[hich I . OJ n . 
These are four sample I sent as a suggestion in caae you wantod to 
illustrate the prinoipal recut error of tho lO¢ - that is, those bich 
are outstanding and can be readily id~ntified by cuto such a~ these. 
Porhap you could get Elliott Perry to have John Sherron make a s t 
for you. John is fami·liar ,.,ith 11 th 1'ecut~ d could ick out all 
th p08~tions nd make cuts like the enclosed for you. I will b Glad to 
suppl th printed diagrams if you will advise me how n h ould 
r quir • 

Th 5~ and 10~ Reprint~ receiv d nnd I wili make prints , aloof the 
Conred #210 • 

. I have written Elliott about a '/onderful 5~ 184'7 cover which I would 
1 ko to see il1ustr ted. It is , in my opinion. one of the finest 5¢ 
1847 covers in exi tonc . I have V~ tten Elliott that if he can 
borrow it, I ill c very fino photo. 

Re - 5¢ 1847 shift n . " at do you think of this? Only one copy is 
kno , ala Knapp shi It . steve BrovJIl. claimed it was "kiss" which claim 
I thought bsurd. I hav writt n El110tt 1nquir~ if' he greed with 
Bro. . PerhaF if ElIott think th Knapp 1s a "kl aft perhaps he 
thinks the tiD is the same . 

Elliott on ' t t 11 you what th Knapp shift 1s , so don ' t waste effort . 
e says it is genuine but not a plate ariety, meaning r suppose, it is 
printing 1'1'01' . 0 you can look at th photograph which I s nt you 

and n dle to t te , you ill agree ith me that the stamrr is no 
printing 1'ror . Th t i Eosltlve cinch. It is either 'painting" or 

enuine plat variety , bu don't jump to conclusions . . f you 70uld 
jump to th conclu io it is painting could sho you any th:7.ng which 
coul not b expl n d. If you culd junp to the conclusion t w 

~ g nuin I cu~ld al 0 point out oma thing which auld be diff'lcult t o 
xpl in. 

Yours etc., 



.~'~ . . 
pi ,{.. '-4.1 r;::L rf:::' .--:. ~ i. ~, 

. \ ".' ~~ 
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December 10, 1941 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

YOur letter retu~ng Govt. Imitations 1s at hand 
and I am glad to note that you have the photos made of 
them and the Confederate stamp #210 . 

Am glad to flnd tha t the Brown cover 1s O.K.--shows 
tha t things are not always what they seem to be at first 
glance. 

Had a letter from ElLiott yesterday. He doesn't 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

feel that he can do the work suggested on the 10~ plating 
diagram and says tha t his assistant is so busy with some 
job tbat he can't afford to take him off of it. I know 
that he has just given a solid month of his time to the 
Essay book and I have an idea that he has a lot of things 
that he has laid as~!a for so long that he simply must get 
at them without any further delay. He makes this statement; 
"I started to codify the 10~ 1847 mark ings but didn't get 
f a r when it seemed that it would take me Longer to find the 
variety in the code thanto Locate the stamD on the plate. II 

I think I am d1sclo s ing~ no information that Elliott 
would~ object to my disclosing when I reuEat what he has 
jus t writ tenme in the foll.oWlng lines; "You c .::. n s a y anything 
you want to aDout the KnaDD ahirt and co n er, stee L or cold 
mOLasses PLates. If t he article is ~ubli s~ed in handbook form 
the Committee wilL make its own com~ ent and assume the 
resDonsibiLity for it." !flo a certain extent t his places me 
behind the "8 ball". My entire object is to get at the truth 
and to ~resent t his truth to the coll.ectors. If the only way 
that I can get it 1s to write exactly what I please and t hen 
let DeODLe \\"ho know a whole lot more a bout it than I do stand 
off and take Dot shots at me and my ideas, I sup os e t hs t 1s 
what I might morEaly be Dound to do. 

In a nutshe~l, my ideas about the 1847 pla~es are as 
foll.o ws; 5~--co per or a co per aLloy, 10~---coPDer al.loy, 
possib ly for some rea son aomewr~t harder than t he 5~ ~late. 
I have long been incllned to think t he 10~ plate was of s t eel 
and the 5~ of copper and even a t t :_is minute I mus t admit tha t 

.~ 

mj mind i s as changeable as a woman's when it comes to th's 
pla~e. I ha"e reasoqto t h ink that even at t his minute something 
is in the wind regarding these plates. Gilbert's C.C.P. articles 
have been haywire UP to now but I have some rea~on to think that 
he i s writing another one t hat may have factua l nformation which 
will pl70ve that the pl ates were not steel. I Drefer t hat you do 

\Ve Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
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not ment·10n this to a living soul--we will just have to 
wait and see if anything comes UP. I have some reason to 
th~k that the next i s -ue of the C.C.~. may have something 
to say about it. 

In regard to t he Knapp shift--I have my own ideas about 
it and I can honestly say tha t they a r e mine in the sense 
that neither you, nor Elliott, nor Souren, or anyone else, 
have had anything to do with the forming of my ideas. I 
recognize the fact t hat mere speculation and I also recognize 
this--I believe that Souren has made an honest and intensive 
effort to find out the truth in regard to this particular item. 
In other words, my specula tions are pitted agaAnst the finest 
of uhilatelic equipment which is, normal ly a t least, a one­
sided pro~osition. Perry has never told me anything about 
t his item that amounte~¢ to informa tion but I don't blame him 
at all. 

I do not know the position of the KnauD shift unless it 
is 23L. It is not easy to c om~are t he photo of the item with 
the illustrat ions from Perry's article in the C.C.~. but it 
seems to me that 23L fills the bill. If this dedudtion is 
correct, then this is what I assume to have happened; At 
some time during the late life of the plate, 33 L was reentered. 
At~1 the time of this reentry, the pressure on the transfer 
roll was not completely relieved and and uniatentionaltt 
partial reentry was made on ~osition 23L. at the time t he 
~ate was removed from the transfer press. This would have 
permitted only the deepest lines on the plate to have b e en 
thus *nintentionally reentered on t he plate. In this t heory 
I am assuming t hat the linespf the Knapp shift are the deepest 
on the plate and that the pressure between the pl a te and the 
roll was just suf fici ent to r eenter thes e lines. I have no 
doubt but t hat this t heory ca n be shot full of holes. If you, 
or anyone else, san show me that it is impossible I will be 
glad to have you do so. If it is possible I certainly like 
it better than the "solder" t heory. I t r:ink it would be a 
fine t hing if this did turn out to be the right answer because 
I t h ink all concerned would be satisfied with it. As a genuine 
plB.te variety the item wO'.Jld not lose in value, no one would 
lose "face" over the deal and calm co \.' ld be restored to the 
Eas tern ~hilatelic Front! So far as I know, the question of 
whether or not the plates are copper or s teel would not be 
concerned as I see no reason why it would not have be possible 
on either type of plate. 

According to the radio at the minute t he most important 
plate in the world is ARMOR PLATE. 

Best regar s, 
We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies ~~O'T17 r-~"-'111"""_ 
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Mr . L. Brookman, Dec. 12, 1941. 

assumes to be final and th last. ord. Such stuff is positively 
nuts and absurd. 

I not yo 1"> referenc to Gilbert . I am in correspondence '1ith him 
d have a very clear idea as to what he i doing . I woul~~ l t take 

his stuff cry seriously. You nst remember that he knows practl .. a1ly 
nothing about our stamps . He 1s a dealer and hi , (in my opinion) 
.deavoring to oat blish a reputation for himself . You need ot wait 

fo any stuff to published by him. .~ 

ay I also offer the follo inn suggestion. If you hay n I t a ve~y flr.m 
convictio _ bout the 1847 plat s don't spoil your .rtj.cle 'Y' exp~'" sa­
inG theories ~hich you h ve arrived at 1n haste . Are you SUle you are 
at all quo.1ifi d to form a . '01' h while opinion a to Jheth y' th plates 

~ weI' of steel or copper? Opinicns orri ad at after me g r study are 
of very little va.lue . !Jot hC?\! p r on liko Gilbe'!'t went haY''Vire when 

• h tack d a subject about wr~ch he knew notlrlng . Conclusions arrived 
at tn h.!.ste and put in print may kick back in later years and make one 

ppear very fooli h . I spe k from exp rienc • 
( 

I'a .. ·haps GilLert can produce some evidence in 1c ting that the 18 I 
pI tc erc ot at 01, but he c nnot produc any evidence to prove ~hey 

r teal. Ag .n r' - the Kn pp shift . The s .n.s. does not list 
th1s doubl tr sf. r , ho_~ ~hy devote any great space to it? Your 
artiel is for the a er go collector, not for the dvu.nced speci lit:Jt 
or tUQ nt . To the latter 01 8 do you think that any personal 
opinion you w~lld express would c ry an~ goat lolght or chang any 
pI . .Lons .ow hId? sk yourself th ~ qu st1om.) and then use your 

o jud .lent as to hoo you c ""'e ~o handle tho subj ct . A for Souren 
I ouldn't pay an special attent~.on to e.nythlng he has smid about the 
Knapp tamp. The chanoes are he don't knau anythi mor about it than 
you do , and Pe Z'y is "tn the saIll class . If he ,. aen I t he 'ouldn t t have 

de dozen gues ~s , all of which have been wrong . Believe it or not . 

The pp stamp unque-s t10nably came from 23Ll ana. if Perry l<new his 
23Ll as horougbly as he should l:no'l it , he ould not hav made some 
of his foolish sses . 

In 
11 ys 

things 

ro co r you stated that things are not 
e m to be t first glance . T on of th tru at 

aid about ph ".lo.tell0 !'esearc. . "'k. 

In ell serio, sn s I ·oulo.ntt theori e if I 'ler you about her the Knapp 
st p appen d. If th ...,tamp sho '1 d e rtain chnrncterist c ,hleh it 
does not shoil. th n ther n1ght b ome oasi thnt your thoory might 
be corr ct . Con ider this point . Suppo..., om d y th; the tar.lP was 
pro ad to bo painting" th n hOl ~auld your theory look in print? 

v 17 de6p stu y . es ,Qcl lly 
. compr 1 kIlo lledge unle s 

of 1 e ount of ruat r1 • Som ­
,hen the fact is , it 1s quite c 

Barr Is old r th ory 1s not quite so silly a Perry Jould have us 
beli vee t does at least ccount for s vernl 1~n1portant poInts which 
I could very e ly demonst ate to you by oonversation but h.rdly 
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in a letter . I think you can botter emplcy the space in your 
nrticl to constructive information r gal~~tng th~ 1847 issue and the 
postal markings of the p r10d than n. theorizing on how the Knapp 
stamp occurred or whother the plates were copper or steel . I doubt 
if the nvernge collector gives a damn about either . 

t ~lLi be impossible fOL P ~ry to mnke up a set of 
di gram for you of th lO¢, ho ling th outstanding plat vnrietlr, . 
I u~'o"t that you return the d10agnruns I sent you and I t 11 a vrha'c 
I c do. If you pu,b11sh th , it st be '-11th the und rstan in~ .~ 
that the snowing 1 not complete bout only of e rtnln outstanding and 
easily id ntified positions . I note front your card that Bu~rouehs 
h ivan you p,rnd. ion to 111u trnte his large block of proof , so 
I will send you print . How about rphos? 

I have asked P I'm! sion for you to illustrate a ve"!'y rema."k ble cover . 
This is a cover used from S. F. to N. Y. and it 1s the only kr..o une 
of the lO¢, 1847 fro Californ1 . If I obta1.n per ssion, I .,!'111 sand 
you print and e. co pI te description of the c vel'. It hll never 
b en 11J.ustratod .nd I have be nerving t for tl specia.l art:'cla 

s I conn lder it on of the ~incat of U. S. cOVers. 

Sine rel-y your ~ 
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December 14, 1941 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook, 

The above salutation seems a little stiff when I consider the 
help you have been giving me and the friendly and much appreCiated 
advice you offer in the letter just at hand. 

In regard to the Handbook Committee, I took up this matter with 
Kimble when I was in Chicago just a week ago. I told him at the time 
that I did not intend to permit the Committee to take any pot shots 
at you, I, Souren, or anyone quoted in the article. 

I gather from your letter that you would not object to any 
comments that the Committee might make if they are made in the A.P. 
and I, or the authorities concerned, have a chance to reply to them. 
Such comment should be in our hands at an early date and I believe 
the Committee comment and the rebutal comment should appear at the 
same time. If I am right in my assumption, please inform me and I 
will write Perry at once to this effect. I feel certain that he 
will agree to this reasonable proposition. 

You know that I consider Elliott one of my best friends and I 
don't believe that he would ever do anything that would hurt me if 
he could prevent it--and the reverse of this is true. On the basis 
of evidenoe at hand I think I can assume that I also have a friend 
in Ft. Thomas, Ky. Both you and Elliott ha~e given me so much of 
your time and the benefit of your experience and knowledge that can 
tell you trhthfully that I am actually ashamed to ask for further 
help. I'm fed up with this article on the '47's and if I wasn't a 
stubborn fool I'd say to H--- with it. 

Of course I could eliminate the source of the arguments by 
forgetting the plates and the Knapp Shift. However, I consider 
these to be integral portions of the article and I don't believe 
they should be considered taboo. I only want to present what FACTS 
are known and what REASONABLE THEORIES exist. . 

So far as I am able to gather fram your letters you are firm 
in your oonviction that the plates were copper, or, as is more 
likely, some form of copper alloy. I have no reason to feel that 
your position is untenable in any respeot or I would have no desire 
to bring it ag~oo the attention of collectors. AS a matter of 
fact, the logic of your deduotions has oaused me to rewrite the paat 
of the article dealing with plates and this portion of the article 
is (here given in condensed form) about as follows; . 

1. Your conolusions in brief torm 
2. "So far as I am ooncerned, I am not in any position to 

offer any positive evidence as to whether or not the plates were 
oopper since my knowledge of this field is limited. Such evidence, 
or apparantly reasonable speculation, as has been offered to me 
indioates that the plates were probably of oopper that was alloyed 
with some other material which would tend to make the resulting 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
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metal harder than pure copper. I consider it quite probable that 
the lot plate was harder than the 5t because it did not seem to 
wear as much. in proportion to the number of impressions made fram 
it. as did the first 5t plate. I also think that the second 5t 
plate made have been harder than the first 5t plate." 

(2) 

3. "There has been some talk that the 1847 plates were made 
by the "Galvanopaasty" method as were certain of the early French 
plates. very bri efly. Galvanoplastic plates are plates made of 
very thin metal which are "backed up" by a deposit of metal deposited 
on the baok of the plate by an electrical process • . At the moment I 
do not believe that the best American students are much impressed 
with this theory but should any reliable information came to light 
by the time this article goes to press I will be glad to inolude it 
here." 

4. Invitatio~BXtended writers to give their opinion if they 
feel the plates were steel plates. 

t really believe you will feel the above is O.K. which is the 
way it should be. Furthermore, I don't think that Elliott can 
object to the way it is written. I've really never been abee to 
unaerstand just Wht he hasn't set forth his ideas about the '47 
plates. He has, 0 course, the highest regard for you and I'll 
be darned if I know whether he is afraid that he couldn't prove 
hi s theory or that he doesn't want to tear down your theoryl 

The Knapp Shift certainly seems to be a thin ice propostion. 

Perry----"Not what it seems" 

Souren---"Absolutely genuine shift" 

Harmer---"A painting" 

Jacobs---"Absolutely O.K." 

Hennan---"A fake" 
~ ~~~~ 
Brookman---What Brookman thinks is of no importance. So 
far as I am concerned. the question is not what I think 
but whether br not I have sense enough to mention this 
itemjp in such a manner that I won't be (1) Shot at 
sunrise. (2) Sued by Souren, (3) Ridiouled to my grave, 
(4) Combination of (I). (2), (3). 

Frankly, I don't give a tinker's dam what anyone thinks of 
MY opinion of the Knapp Shift so long as there is any chance that 
I may be ab~to bring to light the real truth about this item. 
If there has~ oeen any faking done in connection with the item the 
truth should hurt no one---if faking has been done that is a'much 
different story. I have no desire to hurt anyone--except in the 
bDoad sense of the word it would be none of my business what anyone 
did with this item. As a matter of fact, ill 1 thought it was a 
fake, or rather if I thought this might l~ad to someone proving it 
to be a fake, I thi nk I would prefer, under the circumstances, to 
dimniss the item with the most brief mention. 

I wonder if it would be a good idea for me to copright the 
article in my own name. I know that either you or I could have 
the cuts for the asking. Looks like such action would take Care 
of about 51% of the Capitol Stockl Advise me about this. 
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I sent the diagrams of the lot '47 to Perry--will ask him 
to forward them to you. 

I have photos from Serphos in my possession. These cover 
the blook of 6 of the lot and the blocks of 8 and 12 of the 5t • 
The lot blook has been shot thru a filter whioh gives it the 
appearanoe of an unused block--regular photo showi ng canoellation 
would be better. 

Hope you get per.missson to illustrate the lot cover fram 
California. 

I'~ plenty tired and I'm going to bed. This has been a hard 
letter to write. One last question oomes to mind--did plate 2 
of the 5t wear as muoh in proportio~as plate 11 

Sinoerely yours, 

(3) 

.~ 



Mr . L. G. Ero okmanj 
121 Loeb Aro'-de , 

innenpo iS D I inn. 

De r L. G.: 

D c. 15, 19 1. 

I am enclosing r. ith a copy of a letter rec 1v d 
1 tod y rro Gilb rt and I will Ie va it to ou as to 

h h r or not t i fello Gilbert 1 q irre y . 

You ill note h nt tons Horace Barr . .. 11 Hor 
1s n darn nice chap but h ... Ot'"S a out a ouch 
~t ps s a klnd re ten V~pil kno s bout Gree 

If you quot 
you will hav 
d tee 

nny of thea squirrel in your tic 
ace sion to r erat "t at so. futur 

. ~ 

• 

!f I can re d ·'ngli h, Gilbert t t s Per~' s plat_ng 
of t 0 lot lU47 1s bo~s . I don't 1 0 h 

JI 

• 

by t 1 • a P rry's 1 ti 1s 10 : co 

Ycrur.. etc ., 



434 South Grand Ave., 
For t ThOlIiaS , Ky. 

!r . L . G. Brookm n • 
. 121 Lo b Arcade , 

1inneap01is , ~inn . 

Dear L. G. 

Dec . 21 , 1941 . 

Rep1yin€ to yours or the 14th. Elliott is one of my closest 
fI' end~ but thiL do s not meun that I haven ' t the right to 
differ ith him or to criticise severely any t to ants he 

kes . I erant him the sam priv11 ge e l do no~ p~rove of his 
('roon-l co cnts in A. P. her..dbooks b cau e they aT> not Committee 

co~~ ents ut :1liottts O\7n p raonnl opinions . Elliott h s , I am 
ura , be n very (1' cious to you , he is v ry gr CiOUD to 1 wbo 
re seriously intar sted in st ps . Eut I 0 not think too-; the 

a.~ istnnc he fins r nd~red yOll places you in a position where you 
r e obl'. ted to aocept all is opinions as final . I do t t think 

th A. P. S. grant d him autho it '1 to insert camm ts i A. P. hand­
ook~ . ~urely. alph an cle r t is point up def ni t~ly for you. 

r think h nsnu d such authority and I th..i.nk 0!'1E.th1 should b 
on bout it . I do not object to any comments 01 c~iticism if 

p uv1sio 1~ man to repl] to s e 1n the sa 0 nu b r 0 public _, 
ut to _; n rt co ')nts 'tn a hfl dbook with no oppo tun1 t; 01 rebu tal 

is h.L ~ h. ed, . 1'''1 trary, f.tnd V( ry unl air . If I erry i art 
any co .t on any of y stuff I raut the opportunity to epl 
La ti e . 

~din tho ch n cs lade in your artiole . First - Gil d 
lis galv lapln ty stuff . If r. .r yo~, I [euld ignore c 
p1 tely. His rtlclo appeared i the C. C. P. h nce few 

e"'lbers k 11 nythin bout it . ~ot hivinG raad it your 1"0:. rks 
will not e under~too b I . P. S . readers . I think Gilbert ~as d~-
monstrated thet don.t ~nOl lh~t h is talking about . 

Rc - the 1847 pI t s . \ ,t makos you think that the 10¢, plate fl.S 
h rder t' an the 5 '? I h va nov r round tho sliehtest bit of via nce 
to this eff'ect and unI s you h ve so e good eVidence , I FOlldnt t 
inject person 1 opinion. 

Thore le only 0_ lO~ pI te .nd from it only 5250 i~pr 8. ions 
~ruck. Of th 1,050~OOO print d, only 891 , 000 u 1"0 i~ ued to 

~asters . So you sea ar only concerned ,dth this 8 1 , 000. 
is only 4 , 450 i press!ons . Have you evidence to show t - t ~he 
first 4 , 450 i pre sion of the 5¢ sho. d an greator wear than tho 
4 , 450 ten cent 1 pressions? If only 4 , 450 ImpreQ 10n had ue n 
struck fro~ both p1 tes , then perhaps ~ e co Id make a cqmparison. 

You lso st to that you believe the 5¢' Pl 2 
Plate 1 . I h ve found no avid nce to this 
had the idea th t 11 Pl 2 st .ps that ere Is9u 

vlngs d thaI the plate sho 0 very littl 
vacnu I have idontifl d P1 2 stamps ~hic 

10n1". ! oertainly do think that you should hav 
r . t d • 

a ha_d I' net'l than 
Rv ry .. tudont has 

.fine early 
ar . "This is not 

quite a lot of 
rticle copy-

..- Perry has returned th lO¢, dingr B to uo and I am {'ur hAt h 
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hasn't the ti e to devote to making tho drn~ingE . 

t t pho cnt you photo 0 he 10j olock of 6 , but 
no, h 11oC'k of 3 . If you nmt th 10. ter, len. end yo'a a 
PI' t . itll ry photos lere mud tl't.r"u a filter so I hav none showing, 
th c ~ce1at'o!l • 

- Gilbert . I have ju~t written him in tl nice y that I 
h t he 1s try~ng to devolop but nIl b ~lad to read 
c blished. I really haven't the ti to devot t~ 
ories . 

c t 10guc quotation in co pnrison 
0.1' after its di"covery. no 

'\! s ..:1",8 . PI)::Y is 
at io your -;ueos? 

on 1 l? If a 
lieve thr't a 

r -entry 
you tl en 
Or :701..1 d you? 

, r . Ro.. ) r I ( I ~ 

"1' t q o-ce ... c . 
u'I' .... t t he 

leI' is silly 
if I said to J ke . go 

fl..., _' eht . ·10 is no ut or1ty and 
~tamp . Souren bolio os it is 

s lh they seeI!l to be . So yrJ1l se 
'ill 00 ink f. t d. 

you photo 

ith 

~c ju t ~tron8 s th 
ihat' th u ? If nyon . ant 

~h1ch 

b l1e\e 
~e earth is 
peopl 

s t el J. Y' should I argue \71 th tho~;. 
oon is not de of creen ehe se Put ~o~o 

sn't a _ 10tt' "ek bout 01 ss s nl to .... 

eov r I 
e.o not ho I 

eh pos 1tion. 
not b en abl to d tor no 
Perhap by th1 ti h ha 
I were you. 

I e2!1 ne 10 ing photo of 

0.111 you rr cugh proof 
th fi1t red out "Sp c e." w 1c '. 
The 10. t ti e I h ur frO.l Ca~ 1 he had 
th x ct plate po itiou , r.or rove I . 

olvod t ~ probl m. I o\ld finu out if 

lot H1 Get, 
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g llulne, as history is known. 

I run, also e closing you a print hore, ith \ hich is a photo of a 
. p oto '11iott loan d to m . T lis cover CMllot be 111ustr ted with­

o It ",1110tt t peI'l.use on and I request thnt you do not mention that 
I (lent ym the or.closed, uhich pleacoe return. I hav wrl tten 
1 i llE',king ito ploa~e try and borro the eov X' f'roJll the 0·' ner 

nd 1 t to me so I ~ould make e. fin photo 1'0r y u to use in 
tiel • 

Sine 'e1 
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The best of friends not only have the right, but the obligation, 
to disagree if there is not an actual meeting of minds. The 
obligation is also present to exchange ideas for the common good 
and on a common ground. This I know you are willing to do and if 
we cqnnot find means to do this with the 1847 artiole we will make 
definite arrangements so that comments will not be made so that we 
have no o~portunity to reply to them. 

Elliott does not seem to be di~posed to make oomments in the 
A.P. and has not as yet told me that he would refrain from making 
comments in oase a Handbook is published. Kimble is in perfect 
agreement with you and I that no comments are to b. published in 
the hanatiobk. O~ course, if the Handbook Committee wanted to make 
a token comment that did not conde~a~ point of importance, or 
in any way reflect on statements or opinions made by anyone auoted 
by me, I wouldn 1t be bothered b.1 such comment. I will absolutely 
refuse to permit a handbook to be printed if it contains a~ com~ent 
that you object to in any way, shape or form. I enclose a ca~bon~ 
copy of a letter I mailed today to Kimble. 

1ft regard to the plate 2 of the 5¢-no doubt the reason most 
students seem to think that all copies from this pl8te show litt~e 
wear is because they are umable to tell worn copies that come from 
this plqte. Perhqps I just took a left-handed way of getting your 
opinion on the matter! 

IR regard to the lO¢ plates, I think you would find that the 
concensus of opinion ( which of course pDoves nothing) 1s that the 
lO¢ did not wear as much as the 5¢ in proportion. I don!t think 
that !t did but the reason for this may very well be due to a 
difference in the ab~sive Quality of the inks used for the 5¢ and 
the lO¢. I have so stqted in the article. 

Approximately how many stamps do you believe were p:r;inted 
from the first 5¢ plate? Do you feel that wear on a plate is, 
under normal conditions, evenly gradual? The phrase seems a little 
awkward. Ibat I mean is, does each succeed'ng im'!)ression wear the 
plate to ap roximately the same degree or does this wear accelerate 
or decelerate at sorne point in the life 6f the plate? 

Regarding the 'DII shift on the 5i--: I haven 1t seen it so 
ca~tgive much of an 0 inion of it. I can say this--I've never 
seen a kiss that I thought looked eo much like a shift that ~ Jft .... ct""~ . 
should fool anyone. The kiss lines are too fuzzY and are not 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
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likely to cover small scattered areas over the stamp. I have ~ 
no idea as to the a""pearance of the rl D" shift so far as wear 
goes. If plate 2 was used IJ,siVit/li//J-A (rrw notes are home and 
I may be wrong on this--1849 seems the right date although I 
recollect that you told me of an early use of plate 2~ for nearly 
as long a period as plate 1, then it seems obvious that it was a 
rather late reentry on one plate or the other but I know of no 
'.'lay that such could be told unless by the shade. Unless the entry 
seems pretty fresh we might have another "Knapptl item on our handa . 
If the i~pression is worn to any appreciable degree it seems th~t 
more lldltrls copies would have turned UP unless the sblder ran out 
of this one~. 

Elliott has told me that the lO¢ unioue shift he purchased in 
auction some time ago \fliS for a client and that he thought it might 
have occured in the same wav as the Knapp item--whotever he meant 
by that. P e rhe P'" he intended that remark to be coni'idential al thO'lgh 
he didn't say so so I suppose we had better treat it as such. 

I cantt recollect that I have ever seen any stamps known to have 
come from steel plates that had scratches that had the same apoearance 
as those found on the 10¢ '47 and on the Sonfederate 209. Ouch items 
would unauestionably catch rrw eye. 

Any chance that #54 was orinted from a cODoer pI~te? Or have I 
asked you this before? 

Glad to get the photo of the bisect. fould like to have the 
photo of the cover with the strip of the 5¢ ahd the Beaver on it 
so hope you can get a photo. I am returning the other ohoto. 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 
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434 South Grand Ave ., 
For t Thomas , Ky. 

Dec . 26 , 1941 . 

Mr. L. G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb .rcade , 
Minneapolis , Minn . 

Dear L . G. : 

Yours of the 23rd received and I am glad to know that Ralph is 
in agreeI'len lith us on the subject of the Handbook "Comm nts" .~ 
Lest their bo no misunderstanding on Perry ' s part I have 'A.r i tten 
h±m very frankly on the subject and told 1m in no mi staken terms 
that entirely dl approv of such h1gh handed stuff . 

As ~~ xample , note my One Cent Book, Vol . 1 , th Brazer chapter 
on Baaye . Note Brazer ' s remarks re - the l~ Essay. ote the 
illustrat10n of th lf, original die ith the 1a "'out guide lines . 
Br zer stated that flIt appears" ~"he 6¢ -;'ssay came bef'ore the l¢. 
I disagre d ith 3ruzer, hence the "Committee" cOm:lent in t_o Brazer 
A. r . S. Essay Eandbook. This lousy CO ~nt 1 Perry's and Perry' s 
alone beca~:Je no! ther Hall or Sto ell know a damn thing about tho ( 
subject . 1 ow note the second paragraph of the COI:llllent (under 'th 
iIlus ration 01 the 6¢ Essay) . Her a positive state e .t is m d • 

po iti vo state lent that the e¢ "-;sta,y die ad la7 ro t g ide lines • 
. ould ou be surprised if I tolu you that t a is not n fact? At 
~ t, no 6¢ ,!lsay proof is l::norn to exist hich hti o a y ti"ace of 
guide lines. ouldntt you thinK that this 1~ f' lrly good evidence 
that thor 'erc no l1nv~ on the 6¢ E say d1 e? erry ' s at tement of n 
fact i3 not a fact but merely hi own pel's nal th or , j t an s -
~ .ption, because as he . ote Ie , That evidence e had led him to 
b liove the 6¢ came before t e l¢. 

Re - th oar on the 5~ 47 PI te '/1 , and the lO¢, plate . B cause 
the 0 plato trere both ma.de at the SaInO time I suppo e there \': as very 
little d1fference if any, in their composition. I doubt if the 
dilfer nce in the t~o inks had any effect in making one ~ear dmvn any 
fastor than the other . If' "Je had tl1e 44th hundI'ed ImpI'ess1on of' the 
5~ nd th snoe of the 1 ~ and could lay them side by side I doubt i f 
the 5¢' 'tlould sho 1 any 01" 0&1' thnn the lO~. It 1s merely an as-
sumption that t he 5~ 'ore do fa "' t r t mn the lO~. Ve certainly have 
no proof ~hat it did. If e comp re 5i stamps uhich may have com~ f'rom 
sheets printed after 8 , 000 impr ssion<' can VIe conpnre these \ 'ith -
press10ns of the 10¢ :rhich came before 4400 impres's i ons? Up to a lCL 

1 cludi ar e 20 , 1849 2 , 400 , 000 of the 5¢ had been delivered. Th1s 
as 12 , 000 i pressions . 0 doubt all of these or at 1 not the ~ eat 

mlljorlt CWIlO 1"0 Pl . 1 .. e a umo there w re but tuo plat s of the 5¢ 
but hem do "0 kno theI'e er not three? So you r-ee "br n some smart 
Aleck tukes t t otal number of 5¢ which ere printed nd assumes that 
all these ""t ... CB.!lle fro only t.o pi tes , he j'u.mps to the conclue1.nn 
that the plate could not have en copper becaus so and so told hin 
it ould not h ve been posslbl~ to get 'So I!l3Ily impr sslons fr I!l tl:TO 
copper plates . If e could identify all the corner positions of t10 
plates e .0 d have ixteen that ere different . If e could make 
thi numb r ... 7 then' ould kno . th r re three plates . So far we 
hn n ' t b n bl to id~ntify the 16 but Ie he. e more then 8 . The 

...... above will give you food _or thoug t . 
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P:l:' . L. G. Brookman , Dec . 26, 1941. 

Re - tm liD" shift . I was under the impresst on I sent you an 
enlarged photo{fraph of the H. pair that belonged to Emerson . In 
this pair the D" was the sta.!lP to left . If I didn't send you a 

'photo advise me at once and I will I' n off a print for you. 

Re - the lO~ 1855 shift . Elliott probably hasn ' t divulged anything 
to you about this s~amp which is unknown to me . He bought this sta~p 
~or Harry Jefferys of Ardmore and the sole and one reason for its 
acquisltlon was an endeavor to prove me wrong . He and Jefferys 

ogothar 71th Horace Barr wanted to prove it a.s an "imita.tion" flhlft 
d not ect 0.1 plate var. ty as I had gone on record in stating. 

Re - /;54 -the 90t 1860. Toppan Carpenter never used any copper plates 
fOl their postag strunps . The" rrsfl on the 90~ ar typical of 
steel plates , not copper plates . Further the scr.tchos are ty_ical 
of stee~ plates, not copper plates . 

I didn't tell you before tha I -111 hav a v , sho~ article in the 
co:;ning "Sta up Specialist" on the 5¢ 1847 , detaiPng an i .portant dis ­
covel-Y, !'1. ecently l:!lade . If the nSpeciallstl~ comes 0 t bC3fore yOl r 
article y u have my per ssion to t'.:Hl any of the data in the f'Specl~llst" 
rticle. I considered his discovery of eno gh in o~tance to it~ it 

up yself other1;7ise I ould ha.ve glven it to you to 1ncl de in your 
article . 

I may have nome wor oon on the cover ith strip of four 10~ from 
California. Its up to Elliott to cae permis. lon n the Beaver cover . 

Your~ tc ., 
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January $, 1942 

Dear Stanley. 

I sent the article to Kimble yesterday. Talked to him 
Sunday by phone and he told me that he was goi ng to start 
it in the February A.P. 

Hope the next Specialist is out in time SO that I can 
use information from your new article if it is something that 
shoul~ppear in my artiole. Am naturally ourious to know 
what is in it--my guess is that it concerns the plates. Gilbert 
indicated to me that he had obtained documentarl evidence of 
great importance ooncerning the plates but he wouldn't tell me 
what it was. I understand that he willhave an article about 
this in the next C.C.P. and I am anxious to see what he has to 
say. 

10 below zero here today so I think I'll just stay right 
here at home. I'm glad it is Sunday so I dontt have to go to 
the offioe. 

I ha'l'e written Stowell and told him to forward you a galh ,y 
proof of the artiole as soon as he has one ready. Phil Ward 
sent me 5 more illustrations which I included with the others 
and the artiole now has the remarkable number of 85 beautiful 
illustrations. Thanks to you this will be, I feel quite sure, 
the best illustrated artiole that has yet appeared in the A.P. 

Nothing else at the moment. 

c:::r-:1..est regards, 

P.S. Nearly forgot what I started to~hiS letter for--
in regard to the "D" shift on the 51 '47,I do have your photo of 
this item. So far as I oan tell from the photo, the stwmp is from 
a late impressionof either plate 1 or 2. The 2nd entry must have 
been an EARLY entry, aasuming of course that this is a genui ne shift 
and not a kiss. My impression is that it is a genuine shift although 
I would like to see the stsnp before I would give a definite bpinion. 
If a second copy of this ttem turns up ( and I now begin to "SBell a 
mouse") I would ha'l'e more faith in the Knapp item. The chance of any 
freak or phony being reproduced exactly is nil so a second oopy of 
either the "D" 51 or the Knapp should prow' that they are genuine 
plate varieties. 
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Mr. L. G. BrookIn 
280 1m St., 
Ue~1 Haven , Conn. 

])car L. G. : 

, 

434 Sou~h Grand Ave., 
For" Thomt1S, Ky • 

Jan. '7 , 194 • 

to cover , I am sending yeu a copy of the lutes 
U llletin. PleaEe note that tho 'e , Bulletins a 0 

-..;.-,.~.----t-r""""'''''' co. " nd no. one outside of the Greup is suprO.scd to' 
receive cnc . ~erhaps yeu will be interestod in remarks on 
the ••• ":fandbeek Cemmitteo's "CO .. ents . " 

Re - your letter cf tho 5th. I made a fine negativo of the 5¢ 
1847 ... Beaver CCVGr CB rtolts sule) but so £r haven . t ha tim.e 
to' .L k any prints . Its dO\m to' zero. here ... nd ry tlaber tery' 

s rather chilly in such ~:eo.thcr . llevcr'.;heless It 11 try to' cot 
( 1J int to' yeu in the ext r VI days . 

Lindqui t lHlvi es n.e that the flsta.np I.1pecia1,tst fl is being ru hed 
and Jill be i(,Bued as secn as pcssible . I thtnk it is rather 
doubtful that it 111 be out in ti e fer you to' uac anyt~n) in 
it for tho r bruary . P. doubt if th matter is ef sufficient 
lnt r st to' include in your art c1 . It he. nothi!lg to' de with 
o.ny ef lb rt t s .., tuff. I den' - to. e mlch tock :1.n G;i.l b rt' 
doaumen uPl evidence . - ~ euld h v to' see wh! t he has , befere I 
wou d take him sericusly. 

Ro - tho "n" 8m t . You~ntion Pl te 1 . If .frem Plate #1, it 
w~~ld he. c to be a very late re-entr" en this plat , ethervlise it 
vould bo 0.0 common n ..... the t'IilO. fI i 11 & 'B t

• ef hlah pI nty O.f 
cepies U1"e l::LOwn. uppO.s e aS9UDe it is net i'rem Pl te . i1 , 
then t must be fro. 1 Plate 2 . If you think it is fl pl to rariety 
then note the inpresslO.n. have stuted right long that mo~ 

pronsiens ore truak f'reLl 1 te j'2 than all forner . tudents of 
the 5~ uuspvcted . 

Re - CelDl.-dtt HC :ants . I thin1!: "lliott t S positien is entir ly 
wrO.ng and 11nl the h . P •• Board will sup him. J t 
any rate , r "ardloBs 0. hnt h P. n , I intend t 0- a Eho -

atter, oven i ... it cans h;' .. resign _ •. fro:...... th 
Co.. dtt . J.y cpinion, the d1tct' of the . ~ . sheuld be the 
Chairman of th • a...'1d.bO.ek Co.. itte end tho ~ditor .. 1 auld be paid a 
co. . 'Ssion or be co. ns ted for the ~xtra ork ent, ilea,. Elliott 
thinks he ~no it a!1 but he dcn't . 

I phctograph ef e Eworsen lin" p 11' and. asked hi 
po nt bl nk - ihB.t is thiS , a genuine plB.te variety or one of 
your ' imitation shifts '. '. r r. "\ as his reply: 

'~ 
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l"r . IJ. G. Brookman, Jan. '7, 1942. 

One could assume from the above that his opinion on th Knapp 
~h1ft is not his om opinion but the oplni n of som one ~ho e 
business is to kno\ ubout such things . 

The £act of the matter is Elliott don't know lhut the Kn pp 
hUt roall~7 is, and that's tho ):"ea30n he can't tell you .'hat he 

thinks . 

Ag in repoat , the Knapp copy 1s no rt1mitation shift.ff It is 
ono of t .TO things - (A) A genuine plate variety or (13) a :fake . .~ 

But of all thi ) , note the follo~ing para r ph rom lis letter: 

I'your evidGnco certainly points to I Cft shifts co.n1no .from the 
econd pI te e !Jut I can se no 1"'0& on \lhy one ,position on the 

f rat plate should nave boen re-entored late in the lifo of that 
plato . sn't it noro reasonable to assume the orielnal ontry 
'a ala red up d that fto!' wh11e tho older fell out , 

rev aling t e 'D' b1ft?' 

, I mst confess hat- I don't h th r he va kidding or 
~) I was under e impres ion he t ought the sold r theory 

huge jo e . Didn't h .I.':)e.d a "funn tI paper t e. me ting of 
o C. C. n "h1eh he de fun of Barr s solder theory? Did he 

.0 n that p rh the .\:napp shift f1 t Barr's sold r theory? If 
so, the::l he mu t believe it ·,s a g nuine plate variety. 

H 1'e is the h trom ~"'L 1 tter regarding Co Jittee Com ants: 

a debating 
i tione.l co L e 

I thi.~ this matt r houl e d finitely 
spon lble "cormnent " barred .rro~ I . . t) . handbooks. 
place ~ theyaro reflection on th ~1tlor and it 
pas ible a co ... ont coul boll aYld nn 

I still rr.aint i th t thur He. 1 i only a ye 
and inasmuch as ~t ell 40n't count , Elliott is t 
Co J.tte • 

You 
to 0 any 
can 

COUI'S 
Ki lbl 

ith b i h , 

o lliott 
01 

uch 

Sine r~ly our, 



~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L. G. BROOKMAN 

Member 

C. C. N. Y. 
T. M.P. S . 
T. C. P. S. 

S. P. A. 
A. P. S. 

BRIDGEPORT 2969 

lIBROOKMAN TAMP COMPANY 

Dear Stanley: 

121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

January 14, 1942 

How in the world can the liD" shift be a very late re-entll 
when the impression is obviously quite badly worn? 

I think that this item either occurred in the same manner 
as the Kna p item or it is a kisB as suggested ~ SIeve Brown 
(or was it Knapn that said this?). 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

Just had a letter from Kimble and he says that the article 
will not start until the March A.P. due to the fact that he was 
unable to get it rea~ (cuts, etc.) in time for the Feb. issue. 
He seemB to be well pleased with it and he Bays he has forwarded 
it to COtowell. We should have galley proofs in a few days-have 
told ~towell to forward a set to you. 

Have you rmde a print of the "Beaver tl cover? "Ie can and 
should work this in. 

I wonder if I should have Harold ~rookB Bend me a photo of 
the uScarab" cover out of the Brown sale? I know he wOlld be 
glad to do this for me. Nice fellow and a l 'J cky gambler. I was 
playing roulette at the same table with him in New Orleans and 
he took them for about ~775--and left with the money! He had 
taken them for about the same amount two nights previously and 
he told me in ·uffa~o that be never went beck so he got about 

1500 altogether. Them as has gets! 

Nothing more ~t the minute. 

"est regards, 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 



r . 1J . G. Brookman, 
.121 Loeb Arcade , 

inn polis, inn. 
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~34 $cuth Grand Ave., 
ort Thomas , Ky. 

J n . 17, 19t 2 . 

Your ... o' the 14th received and I note your article has been 
po t onea til tb rch •• , h1ch uk s it P sible t no1 de 
sevoral addltl nal ita 8 if you ~ish to do so • 
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1'0 Callfornl 
you do is O •• 
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tu ., oialist" 
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By this I 
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- there 
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r~ . L. G. Brookman, Jan . 17. 1942. 

p rm1ssion from th 0 ner to ~ito it up . I h e lao ~ug 
p nother unkno\'ln 5¢' 47 P s Beo. v .r, but it 1s on l 8. pioco of a 

cover bu good as gold . I av mad a nogative and 111 obtain 
rmiss~on of the o\rner for you to illustl'ate it if yo \ , h . 

Sincerely your , 



- ~ 
.. 

r r . L . (: . Brookman, 
ItJ1 -locb ~cade, 

Pi"l..'16.1polis, 11'l.'1 . 

De'r L. G.: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Jan . 20 , 1942 . 

I 0 tclos .• : g hel'0\'11th copy of fl. lett r ju~t rca.eiv d flom 
Gll rt . 

""UJ.(' 10 
I C is 
Fl .. kly . 

.... Jo " 

tt 1"0 I !eceivo from Li • 
o ething. hat ~ your cuerD . 

... ours tc . ., 



.11r . L. G. Brookman , 
121 Loeb Arcade , 

inneapol1s , 1inn. 

DcaI' • G. : 

434 ecuth Grand Ave. , 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Jan. 22 , 1942 • 

As pro <lised, I am enc10sir_g lerowi th proof of' tho 1847 article 
which Jill a"">pear in the cOming IlStamp Speciali t . J.;ind uist t s 
office advises me tl~t they 7111 furnish you any or 11 of the 
cuts rovi od the . P. share tle cost of same . indly return 
thflse p ... 001' a tor you have finished 11 th them. 

I rn also e closirg i) otos of t e 10¢' 1847 COV I' from San T ran­
c1 co en h 5¢ 147 aVJr COl ina" on co Ter . ----

e - the for ..ae!" • 
ate "'1p.... r ~ OI1t 

B e fro out ~re 

:i.s 

~e, no sup lies of the 1847 
Ort offico~, b nce any u e of 
c rried 0 t prlvat,ly. 

t e for. ti n of a ne, 
II tic , lJach 

ert e'"'alod ith' 
So e i c p rson once 

pr int d c c ller . '1' 1.8 

n b,., of 
.e td ti"'''' the 
celed th- stI'1T.) 

. tl1 r pale on t.he black" .!') u en 
S 011 in t h . d ore. 

IfPfl d f tl1e hl c' .. ink 
o~e ~s in he en lin s in 

T}1e strlp co 8'~L1 - 85Ll d W:'Ll . r'he 
cover . nt J.ro on 11 '-' . 1. . lie roll a" v'~ich 
the record~ _~ sai10d • 1, 1851 . Iso ote it 1s 
addres .... ed to t.h fill QUS ir of Ho .. s in 11, th"" f ira 4 -:t 0 
in 1848 0 ed ho "..., . • eu lfor ~a.' , tno '-11" . U • ..., . to ..sh 'P 
to curry 11 to Ca.>-1fol'r.i • 

R gara.1n , 
carefully 
Th gr1 on 
the sa: a 
the gri<'l 
artel .. 
t 410. 00 . 

Yours ·te ., 

• • 

-~ 



L. G . BROOKMAN 

~. 

Member 

C. C. N. Y. 
T. M. P. S. 
T.C. P.S. 
S.P.A. 
A. P. S. 

BRIDGEPORT 2969 

Dear Stanley: 

ROOKMAN OMPANY 

121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

December 17, 1941 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

I'am still chuckling about the Gilbert letter--I should not 
laugh at his English as it 1s still 1000 superior to rnlf French 
but I can't help but wonder if this is his idea of English as 
she is spoke or English as she is writ! 

Poor Elliott--- to think that a Frenchman can come over here 
and throw his nlatin~ of the 10¢ out the window. However, I am 
afraid that M. Gilbert will find the window to be an optical 
illusion and the theory he advances will return like a boomerang 
and neatly but thoroughly decapitate him. 

It is certaihly strange that Gilbert doesn't know ab~~t the 
law permitting illustrations. I wonder how he thinks the various 
magazines conGinue to avoid the toils of the law since they 
illustrate eo many U.S. stamps? 

I think I told you in my last letter that I had cut down 
the space devoted to ~lvanoplasty to two or three sentences and 
I have stated that this theory is not believed to apply to the 
U. S. stamps. 

Have also rewritten dope on Kae.nry Shift and I am certain 
that it will please you. ~9 a mRtter of fact I have said very 
little about it. 

I now offer no statements in favor of steel plates for the 
'47's but have stated that the plates were almost certainly of 
a cop er alloy: that the 10¢ plate may possibly have been a 

little harder than the 5¢ as it did not appear to have worn as 
much in proportion to the number of i~pressions as did the 5¢ 
but I further state that since the .ear on a plate is due to 
a very large eKtent to the abrasive action of the ink, it may be 
that the difference in the wear may have been due principally to 
t~~ a difference in the abrasive actions of the inks used for 
the two stamps. 

I feel that the article is in about its finished form and I 
hooe tl~at it will prove to be O. K. t need a very few more 
illustrations, some oe ~hich I relieve you now have for me, and 
the others I am supposed to get from other sources. Among these 
are the Bandholtz items, the big block from ~~Rd, the essays that 
appear in Brazer \1 neVI book and perhaps the 10¢ late ~til~ die 
proof. Vhen I can round up these l~st few illustr~tions I can 
get the whole thing in Kimble's hands in a day or so. :C 

We 'Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic SupplieP4 

~,.. 



't>------.-- 'rHE ---.-----~ , 

f CJ(;nerican PkilateLic Sociebj f 
~--------- ----------4 ~1<\LATc(, 

'([(lis is ttl <Crdi ~)f..;a "~" So 
:Q= ~Il' . c 

:J:' . ~ 

Stanley B. 0 ~. No.~ 

1942 
Signature of Member #« c8~ 

Secretarv 



~ +. __ ._._ .. _ .. _ ._. __ ._ .. _ .. __ .. _._ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. --=r1 
f MEMBERSHIP CARD J 

I Chicago P ila elic Society j 
Organizeq Octo r B, IB86 i 

j .A(, .. Stnnlo As . oV,.~ I 

L __ ==:.~~: .. J 





· ~ 1lr:bis i:S to ~trtif}? tbat w 
1: 
~ 

o 
w 
'" " .. 
C 
7 

" cii 

--- w8?:f.c{~'t . e:~4!J~:,K: 
IS A MEMBER OF THE 

ftacific ftbiIateIic ~ociet!' 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF . 

ORGAN lEi:O 1804 

DUESPAlDT~ 
SECRETA 



UNITED STATES 
Notes And Comment 

By PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

Plating the 1847 Issue 
A few years back, a wonderful piece 

of work in plating the 1847 10C was 
completed by Elliott Perry. This was 
made possible mainly by the facts that 
most of the frame lines of these stamps 
were recut, and secondly, the stamp 
was black, enabling .one to see the 
recuts clearer. Then, too, a goodly 
number of the stamps had distinct 
short transfers at top. 

Plating the 5C will be much more 
difficult. Recuts and the like ,.cannot 
be seen so clearly on a brown stamp, 
especially a lightly printed copy. How­
ever, Stanley B. Ashbrook has been 
studying the 5C here of late, and when 
the result of his studies are published, 
we may expect much new information 
and increased interest in our first 
series, possibly along wi th the 1869 
emissions, our most popular issues. 

Mr. Ashbrook has gleaned much in­
formation from plate proofs which 
exist in fairly large blocks, such as the 
Emerson block of 30, a block of 16 
and several other smaller pieces. Dr. 
Chase discovered some years back a 
block of 50 of the 5C plate proof. Its 
present whereabouts is unknown, and 
Mr. Ashbrook would like very much 
to see this piece, if available, or would 
be satisfied with a good photograph, if 
one is around. Smaller pieces of these 
proofs for examination would also be 
welcome. We are, of course, referring 
to the proofs from the original plates, 
usu'ally surcharged "Specimen". He is 
not interested in seeing proofs from the 
reprint plate of 1875, which are around 
in complete sheets. 

The block of 50 just described is 
undoubtedly the largest piece known 
in the way of 1847 plate proofs. In 
the issued stamps, a block of 16 of the 

~. 

5c in beautiful mint condition is the 
largest piece believed to exist. This 
famous item rested in the Lord Craw­
ford Collection for many years until 
it was brought to America by John 
Klemann and sold to Senator Acker­
man. 

While on the subject of the 1847 
issue, we must refer our readers to the 
excellent article which has been ap­
pearing in the American Philatelist by 
Lester G. Brookman. Fortunately, this 
will soon be available in book form. 



:1 . ADOl....H D. FENNEL. 

i Active And Honoru'Y Pallbearer. 

Announced-Rites Tomorrow. 

Services fot' Ad.olph D. Fennel, 
< Treasurer of the bincinnati College 
; of Phat'macy and President of the I Maketewah Country Club, will be 
1/ held at 11 o'clock tomorrow at the 
I Clarence M. Baitet' funeral home. 
I Burial will be in the G<>rrn!I1l-

Protestant Cemetery, Walnut Hills. 
Active and honorary pallbearers 

were announced yesterday. 
Active pallbearer!! will be Dr 

Walter Griess, John Reinha. t C. 
J. Goetz, John Connolly, Georg;e 
Bausewine, Harry Ritter, Robert 
Ahern, Samuel Ritchie, and W. liL 
Stanton. I 

Honorary pallbeat'ers repr'espr{t­
ing the Maketewah Country ClUb 
will be M. R. Greiser William A. 
McKenzie. R. R. F'ey, Sanford 
Brooks, John Finn, Jr., C. ~fc­
VickH, E. H. Hoelscher, and Fr~nk 
C. Kal'eth. 

From the Cincinnati College or 
Pharmacy will be Otto Kohl, 
Charles Ehlers, Rudolph Paul. Lro 
Langfels, Edward Plagman, Charl"9 
Hanke, Jr., Stanley Dosser, Fred 
S. Kotte, L. J. Klotz, Carl A. 
Schwisser, and John Beatty. 

Honorary delegations from Bel" 
Pi and the Cincinnati Bar 

also will attend the 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
December 12, 1941 

Mr. HUgh M. Clark of Scott Publications, Inc.has suggested that you 
might be able to give me some idea of the value of an old cover I re­
cently found. 

The envelop is buff and of average letter size. On the upper left hand 
side is a picture of a stage coach and six horses and printed beneath 
it is wPublished by Randall & Co., Marysville, Californiaw•. In the up­
per right hand corner is a pair of stamps that I have tentatively iden­
tified as Scott #46. They might be #45. They are lightly cancelled in 
blue and are well tied to the cover by this. 

Both stamps and cover are in very fine condition. Any help you may be 
able to give me will be greatly appreciated. 

WAle. 

4470 Marcy Lane, Apt .. #74 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Very truly yours, 



• ~ . '0 rmJ J. 
4470 arcy L 

Ind a apollo,o 

• len: 

. t inr; to your 
~ ctice..ll"r 1r. 0 

opL.10 on 'tho cov 
it . 

434 South Grand v ... 
Fort Tho s~ Ky. 

ec. 15. 1941 • 

f ou c r 
to 1 d to 

nd it down to me. I be 0 1 
ou y infor tion I c • 
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Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave •• 
Fort Thomas, Ky • • 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook; 

Dec. 19, 1941 

Enclosed 1s the cover I mentioned in mv letter of the 12th. The pair 
of five cent brown. I am also sending for your inspection four covers 
with the ten cent green stamp, which I believe is Scott No. 50. I 
have quite a few of these. The cover with the brown threes and one 
cent Franklin I thought might be interesting because of the number 
and combination of the stamps, even though they are quite common off 
cover. 

Any information you can give me will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 

~~~~--<--
~ rrow J -V'Allen 
4470 Marcy Lane, #74 
Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 



Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas. Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook; 

Dec. 23, 1941. 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 21st. It is very interesting 
to hear that you have seen other covers that seem to be from the same 
source. In fact they must be if addressed to the same person. There 
is a bit of a story wrapped around them. I imagine that there were . ~wo 

previous small lo~s dispersed over a period of several years and then I 
recently scraped the bottom of the trunk. In all there must have been 
between 20 and 25 of the Marysville covers but the stamps had dried and 
fallen off a number of them and while there were a few loose stamps about 
I wasn't able to matoh them with envelope cancellations. T~ere still 
remains 15 or 16 covers with the ten cent green att~hed a¥d while all 
from Marysville with the blue killer there are only a few 'pictorials.' 
The rest are plain envelopes of various shades vdth 'By way of Panama', 
or KBy Overland' written on them by hand. I think I have ~o of the 
Scott 49b green, one a pictorial and in good shape, while~other 18 plain 
and a corner of the stamp is torn. There v~s one of these stamps loose 
and in good condition. Also one Scott 49a badly torn. There were also 
a few of the ten cent green envelope stamps. 

There wasn't a great deal else of exceptional interest. Probably about 
35 covers of the civil war period, some civil wa~ patriotic, with the 
imperforate 3, #33, if 1 remember. as I dont have the cov~rs or my 
cata1o~e here at the office. and quite lot with the common 3¢ (#6- some­
thing or other), some of the later showing ~Tear date. 

If you think you could dispose of the 5¢ pair cover, which, of course, is 
potentially of the greatest value, and the others I sent you, it would 
be quite agreeable to me. Even though I am a stamp collector and am 
particularly interested in the early Americans and not a cover collecter, 
I am loath to spoil so nice a cover by removing the stampsl I would not 
expect you to sell these without a suitable oommision for it is of course 
necessary to locate the person who wants it and has the money to pay for i~ 
I leeve it entirely up to you to say. Sounds like passing the buck. doesn't 
it? 

.~ 
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. ~r . ~ orr 0 ' J. Allen, 
4470 Marcy Lane #74, 
In inn polis , Ind. 

Dear ~r . Allen: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort 'rhomns , Ky o 

Den. 2 , 1942 • 

Yours of the 29th ~eceived and I will follow your instructions 
on the Rnir cover. Uo doubt if someone lanted it bad enough 
to pay 85 . 00, he would probably not hesitate to str teh t to 

100. 00. At any rate I have sent the lot to quite n w bl 
friend and Ie 111 await results . H 1s qui a crank on con­
d1t1on and I am keeping my fing rs ero sed an~ trusting h 
on't be too critical of the upper right corner of the 5~ to 

right . SOI:let1 as a few ssing err mean, or no. Its 
really too and that so peopl are that aye 

1ill report to you as soon as I receive 10rd which in this 
case I I-equested a reply by return mail . 

Sincerely yours , 

.~ 



--

·r. stanley. shbrook, 
434 s. Gr~nd Ave , 
Fort Tho c.1.S , Ky. 

Dear .:r . Ashbrook; 

Tha.nk you ver~ much for your letter of the 7th and the 
enclosed check. I fully appreciate your contacts and the 
efforts you have made to dispose of these covers. 

I trust that you have so arranGed things that you have 
obtained a suitable remunerat ion for your interest. 

I will dig around in the covers that 'r h.lve on hand and 
if I c tn find lnythinb more that seems interesting r wi~l 
send the, ulonG very soon. 

~~ours,_~ 
j){'orro\rT J. Al 

/4470 larcy "'. e ~74 
Indi&na)oli , Ind. 
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The Cover 
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Another Precancel 
Quite a few early stamps of the 

United states having certain postal 
markings are looked upon as 
being precanceled stamps by many 
collectors and it is seldom that they 
are found on their original cover or 
circular. Illustrated here is a I-cent 
1857 canceled with a "hollow star," 
about 17mm across, on a circular 
of The Hubbard Brothers- Whole­
sale Jewelers and Importers of 
Watches. Salesroom located at No. 
10 Custom House Street, Providence, 
R. I. 

In their circular they offer Oll 

two~ closely printed pages, 70 x 12 
inches in size, a number of articles 
including chains, rings,' lockets, bos­
om studs, sleeve buttons, bracelets, 
watches, etc. The circular is ad­
dressed in manuscript "Canton, 
Washington Co., Ind. (Indiana) as 
can be seen by the illustration. In 
addition and printed in gold on the 
face appears: 

"For 
Any Enterprising, Wide Awake 

Dealer In 
Jewelry, Watches, Fancy Goods, 
~. Yankee Notions &c 

or anyone 
With a Fair degree of Speculative 
Genius of good mercantile tact 
:::.nxious to mal{e money easily, rap­
idly and sure 
THIS MISSIVE IS INTENDED." 

The very nature of the circular 

15 

Collector 

In the 1850's 
would indicate that the stamp used 
was a precancel. A search of the 
larger collections of the postal 
markings of Providence, R. I., made 
at the suggestion of Stanley Ash­
brook and Stephen G. Rich fails to 
show such a cancelation from that 
town. This fact would indicate thai 
the "holow star" was used only for 
the purpose of precanceling these 
stamps at the time- or that the 
town of origin would be other than 
Providence, say some town where 
the circulars were printed if other 
than Providence. 

The writer firmly believes that the 
stamp originated at Providence but 
would appreCiate hearing from any­
one who has seen a similar "hollow 
star" cancel used in the 1850's from 
Providence or any other town. Com­
municate with A. H. Murchison, 877 
Tremaine Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 

COVERS AT FAIR PRICES 
First Day Covers from 1922 to 1941 
First Flights, Clipper Flights, Zepps 

Round the World Flights 
F. A. M. C. A. M. Flights 

U. S . on Covers, Postal Cards, etc. 
Want Lists Solicited. Satisfaction 

assured. T ry us. 
Marietta Cover Exchange 

Box 133, New Lots Station 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 



Dayton Stamp Dealer Arrested 

A CCORDING to a letter under 
date of July 17, 1942, sent to 

Edson J . Fifield, Secretary of the 
American Stamp Dealers' Associa­
tion, by the Chief of Police of 
Lebanon, Ohio, Wilburn Un thank, 
200 Lansdowne Ave., Dayton, Ohio, 
who is also mentioned under the alias 
of Grant Beisling, was recently ar­
rested in that city and will probably 
be turned over to the Federal Postal 
Authorities in Cincinnati, Ohio, for 
investigation. 

Further information regarding the 
matter appears oI). the front page of 
the Dayton Journal for July 18, 
1942, in which it states that Mr. 
Unthank, who is 27 years of age, is 
accused of using the mails to attempt 
fraud. His process of operation, as 
outlined, was to send an order to a 
dealer enclosing an unsigned Leb­
anon City National Bank check in 
payment. Usually, the firm would 
send the stamps and return the check 
for his signature and would then hear 
no more about it. The matter is still 
pending and if any of our readers 
have any claims against Mr. Un­
thank, they are requested to send 
them to Edson J. Fifield, 500 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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POSTAGE STAMPS - U. S . Be FOREIGN 
SPECIALISTS IN U. S , ENVELOPES 

J. M. BARTELS COMPANY~ INC. 
ESTABLISHED 1892 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

17 JOHN STREET. NEW YORK 
TEL.EPHONE CORTL.ANDT 7-0690 

CABLE ADDRESS, BRIEFMARK, NEW YORK 

MONTHL.Y PUBL.IC SAL.ES 
CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 

November 17, 194:1. .~ 

Mr. St~nley B. Ashbrook, 
43 S. Grand Ave., 

Fo rt Thollias, Ky. 

My deur Ashbrook: 

I am in receiyt of yuurs of the 
lOth inst. and have look~d up the subject 
of the Canada 3~ Eeaver on cover wi th an 
1847 5~. This envelope WhS examined by 
several well versed parties and the con­
censua of opinion Vias that it was genuine, 
though the combination cannot be so easily 
explain(;d. b.nd I am not sure that anyone 
m~de a special effort to so 1 ve it. If ~ t 
is any help to you, can say J hat it is 
now in the possession of Mr ." '{ollenberger, 
105 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. who 
mie:ht be illing to submi tit to you 1'0 r 
further study. 

Regaraing the l¢ Carrier stamp 
used in conjunction with the regul~r 3¢ 
1861, can say that nearly all that I 
have seen h~ve been postmarked New York. 
However, I am sure thht I have seen some 
from smaller offices, possibly could dig 
out one or two of them, even if thf.; star'lps 
are not fine but they might hell> in study. 

AS you know, I &m ah ays v.illing 
to help and have now on my desk several ' 
letters asking me for what I know about 
lexan~ria, Hawaiian Misoionaries, &c. 

I am very pleased to see you 
doing such good ork a.nci be assured. that 
I ill hel~ whenever possible. 

JKB: N 
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'r . Hermann Wollenberger, 
105 South La Sallo st ., 
Chicago, Ills . 

DcaI' .!r . ~roll nbergel": 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Nov. 26 , 1941. 

Many ~hanks for your kind letter of the 24th. No doubt I 
sunderstood ·r. Bartel, t letter as it w s my impression 

that you ~ere the purchaser of thi cover 1n sale held 
by !lIr. BarteL. e. yea ago 1 at lay. 

have no id a of the value of such a cover, but it uaa 
reported at the time , I believe , that the cover sold at 
~4l0 . 00. lbat I ~ould like to know is , !here is the cover 
at pI'csent . 

I have had some correspondence with Mr. Lichtenstein in 
recent week on the subject of cover showing use of U. s . 
and Canad" an at pe. If :r . L. has photogra.ph of the cover 
in s files I fool S'UJ."O he wl1l be gla.d to loan it to me . 

g 10 may I t unk you for your prompt reply to my lett~r . 

S ncerely yours • 



• l r D. 01 
Jy ek. 1 . Y. 

43 South Gr d ve •• 
Fort 'l'horr..B.s. 1'. 

lov . 26, 194:1 • 
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POSTAGE STAMPS - U . s . 8c FOREIGN 
SPECIALISTS IN U . S . ENVELOPES 

J. M. BARTELS COMPANY" INC. 
ESTABLISHED 1892 

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

17 JOHN STREET. NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 7-0690 

CABLE ADDRESS , BRJEFMARK. NEW YORK 

MONTHLY PUBLIC SALES 
CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 

December 27 , 1941 . 

r. S~anley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave., 

l!'ort Thomas, Ky . 

My dear Ashbrook: 

I regret being a little late in 
replying to your kind favor of the 15th inst. 

I am enclo sing the best illustration 
we have of the Canadian 3p Beaver, used with 
1847 5c, the o~~ · n£~8h was in the sale . This 
is an excellen-t"feproduction of the oover in 
question ~~ is a proof impression from the 
cliche used in our auction catalogue . No 
separate photograph wa s made at that time as 
the reproduction was made directly from the 
original. 

If it would be helpful to you, we 
could probably supply you with the cliche 
itself which must be somewhere in the office 
but is not very easy to find . The cover was 
fully illustrated also in "Stamps" on April 
20, 1940. 

I shall look forward with pleasure 
to your article in the A.P. and you deserve 
much credi t for the excellent work you G re 
doing and the little help which I may be able 
to give from ~i me to time is only a small 
contribution compared with the gre~t value 
of your work. Do not hesitate to calIon 
me when you think I can be of assistance. 

Enc • 
JMB:~U 

Yours sincerely, 

~~~~~ 
P.S. Regarding the 3c plus lc, I have .. earched 

my rather limited material and find several 
letters from Philadel~hia to outside towns 
but none from cities not mentioned by you. 
I fear therefore that for the present I 
c~nnot help you in this respect. 
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~ Summary of Facts About 

1861 Issue Is Needed 
By JED JONES 

PURPOSELY, I am going to keep 
that matter of the U. S. 1861 issue 
stamps and Stan Ashbrook's article 
on them that upset so many people, 
before the eyes of you readers. The 
matter of these stamps intrigues m e, 
and I only wish I knew enough about 
U. S. stamps to be able to do a job 
')n that issue for publication. But I 
don't know their detailed specializa­
tion, etc., etc ... .. I just have a nice 
Jot of ordinary specimens of them. 
minus the real rarities, and with 0f 
course a few cancelations that I 
like, in my collection. Anyway, I 
have other philatelic fish that I 
want to fry. 

Somebody who understands all the 
points involved ought to devote his 
evenings and Sundays for a month 
or so to going through everything on 
them that has appeared- Stan's ar­
ticle ; the C. Brazer article in the 
Collectors Club Philatelist, which is 

mostly on the 24-cent 1861 but 
sheds much light on some other 
values; the recent article in Mekeel's 
by L. Brookman; the many articles 
on this issue by E. Perry in P 'l.C 
Paragraphs for some years back, 
and his recent one in the American ­
PhiJatelist. Chances are he couln 
work it all up into one really ade­
quate treatment. Each of these men 
has hold of aspects that the otherH 
do not consider fully. That is nat ­
ural, since each is primarily interest­
ed in a different side of the ques­
tions involved. 
If each of these men could be got­

ten to admit that on certain points 
he has been working with insuffi­
cient data, and if each could have 
his writings combed for the infor­
mation rather than the deductions. 
we could have a fine understanding 
of the entire matter. 

lJach of these men has his own 
criteria as to what constitutes a 
stamp as contrasted to an essay, 
proof, trial , sample, etc. And all 
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three of them seem to Jed to neglect 
the factor of human fallibility or an 
occasional obvious confusion, as 
a fact in the story. It just can't be 
taken that everything happened "as 
per the records." Now and then we 
can expect, for the sake of comply­
ing with government or corporation 
red-tape and routine, some "postdat­
ing" and "antedating" of docu­
ments-usually shown by som e in­
ternal contradiction such as an affi­
davit date months after the date of 
the document. 

But the important thing for us 
collectors is to keep the question of 
th 3 1861 issue and its story in fluid 
condition. If agitating the matter 
does nothing more than get the Scott 
catalogue people to be ready to 
c~ange the existing statement of set­
up when the evidence is all marshall­
ed, ti'lat's worth while. The great and 
sincere John N. Luff did the best 
he could with what evidence he 
had; and now that we have more to 
go on, his conclusions must be treat­
ed just as he himself treated many 
of his own- he changed quickly 
when he got new facts. 

• 
Jed has been asked by a cor­

respondent interested in meters to 
give some publicity to that phase of 
collecting. It's rather hard to do 
this, especially as there is a good 
meter column in The Review. But . f 
you collect any country, the meters 
of that coutnry ought to be shown 
somehow as part of your collection. 
Most of us, I sort of reckon, will be 
satisfied with showing each type and 
a few of the more striking slogans 
used with meters. If you watch for 
earliest date of use of each type, you 
may have some extra enjoyment . 

• 
One point I'd like to keep ham­

mering to you who may read this. 
The stamps of the British countries 
along in the period of 1865 or so to 
maybe 1890, often come with wid!' 
margin between printed P:l1't and 
perf. on one side. These are not bar!­
ly centered copies, but some from 
the gutter between two panes as the 
sheets of stamps were made. Th~ 

perforating machine was set to run 
one line of perfs. down the gutter, 

THE STAMP R E VIEW 

instead of two with a narrow bla nk 
strip between. So these are really 
plate position pieces. 

YOU NEED OUR SERVICE ! 
Jo mattcr what countri cs you collect, 

from Abys~inia to Zululand, w e have ap­
provals to s ui t you. U. S., British Colo­
nies, Cent,'al a nd South Amcrica, Europe, 
etc., "t prices that are guaranteed to 
please. Your reque t '''ill rec(l'ive p1'On1pt 
a l t~n tion. References, pleasc. 

J . E. R ASDALE, Elsie, Michigan 

UNITED STATES 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
_ ....... Our price list sent free 

l1li"""" on r eceipt of stamp. 

STANLEY GIBBONS. Inc. 
38NS PARR n ow NEW YORK 

IT"S A DEAL 
That ' s the answer I get to practically 
all the of t el's I make f or collect io ns , 
stock s, covers , etc. T here mu::;,t be a 
reason. I make a fair offer and I pay 
spot cash. I T WILL FAY YOU TO 

DO BUSINESS WITH ME . 
Mem be r-A'PS-SPA 

Ph!ll;) B . McKinney, Elsie, Mhlh. , ' 

Mixtures DeLuxe 
No.1 U. S.; ~TO. 2, Foreign; No.3 U. S. 

& Fo,·eign. Rich in old, new issues, high 
face, commems., coils, blocks, airs, 
revenues, precans., cut squares, etc. 
"'upcrior, clean lots, large variety. About 
1,:;00 off and on paper. 

~1.00 Each . . dd 10e O"er 1,000 miles 
)IISSIONS STAJUP OUTLET 

Rev. L. Marshall, Mgr. 
~80 Yan HoutCll St. Paterson, N. J. 

WANTED! ! 
United S'tates Gold Coins 

We will pay you the following price,,: 

8
$1.60 paid ror $1.00~~ 

•.

•. . .. 3.50 pnid for 2.»0 ' : ~ 

I
·~~,· 4.75 PQitJ for 3.00:~ 

-- 7.00 pdid r"r 5.00'. ,;JI 
_ 14.00 paid ror10.00 
. 28.00 paid for 20.00 -" 

nE WII,L PAX IflGIIF.R PRICES 'fOR 
DATES ·BEFORF. 1833! 

Send your coins -·vla Registered mail. 
dircct, anu "receiv.e - payment - by return 
ulail. If you prefer. you "may ~8end your 
shipment Exprcss.~ C. O! 'D.. with the 
privilege _ of examination 'before making 
paymcllt. or with 8ight~raft attached 
to our ban It • . West :-Springfield Trust Co .• 
West Springfield. 1\Ias9. We are inter· 
p.sted In Ilurchasing foreign gold coins 

Only lawfully h~ld· -gpld coins haVing 
a recognized special value to collectors of 
rare and unusual . .coins will be purchased. 

We are one ef- the-Iargest cash· liuyers 
of old moneY:C!.~d: - stamps in America. 

Rere.renc~.; pun . &:. . Bradstre~t 
TATHAM STAMP & CPIN CO. 

Dept. . Springfield • . Mass_ 



, -l~'Ylr1~~forated 
In the I 8 51 -18 57" iss~es, both t'b­

perforate and perforate, the IC type 
III is a scarce stamp. "The 99th st<J.¥lp 
on the right pane of plate 2, betler 
designated as 99R2, i the finest 't"k­
ample, ~~wn of fhi~ va~ier.y. ~e 
breaks 111 the outer lmes at. the JiP 
and bottom ar~ substaqtial and dls­
tinct. TIe sl'ecializecL 'catalogue l~ts 
this exact stamp sr,p!rate1y. . t 

In imperforate . used cqndition it is 
priced at 600, an~ we have seen a 
dozen or more copies, which is coin­
paratively few for ;n u. S. varie!y. 
What we cannot understand is wII)i 
Scott lists the same stamp perforatsd, 
which is much rarer, at only ·$ ~o. 
We recall that Hugh Clark paid $1000 

for one of these on cover in the ChMe 
Sale, and if we remember correctly, 
the corner perforations were missing. 

We have never seen but one other 
copy of the perforated 99R2, and this 
was in the Steve Brown ColJ<:,ction. 
It is said that three copies exj~t. Has 
anyone else this stamp ? We are tak­
ing a census. Ove{:4, 





#2 . 

~r . Gerard Gilbert, D c. 11, 1941. 

was lorking ith steel t~lnted stamp . The reason fer this is 
tlat this is the nly pate he ver reconstructed, hence he didn't 
kno~ the diff r nce bet teen steel and copper. There are markings 
on teel plate~ that never occur on copper plates and likewise there 
aI-e markings on c pper pla.tes that never occur on steel plates. A 

rson lho denies thi simply don't know what he is talking about or 
d such opla hav anY' conception s to how foolish their argunlE,nts 

ound 0 one vho he. devote . ny yare to the e tudy of the most 
nut det lIs of pI t ch" cteri tic • 

t is all right to ar e 1n favor of th 1847 plates being 0 copper 
but it is simply presenting an argument that the world is round. 
fu argu . i th p ople :vho believe the i'lorld is flat or that the 
oon is made of green cheese? 

Th 1851 contr ct s cified' teel Pl t ~d steel p1 t s nt that 
tiI::lo meant t el plate im1lar in all r pec-be to th pl tee being 
used by Perkin Bacon & Co. of London. Similar a to quality of 

t 1, m thod of ngravlng, tr nsf rring, il1k and printing as 
ell as gumming . If' you ha e thoro h lIDo 1 de of' th Briti h 
thod of Perkin B con then you e pply this kn wledge to the 

Topp n C rp nter st pe . It is s ply ab urd for anyo.o to svnte 
that there is n eiml1arity betwe n th 1851 tamps nd the 1847 

tamps . One mi~ht as well comp r soft pin wood to ebony. Th 
onl compari on i that both are c 11ed 7ood. 

Sinceroly yours, 
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.-" 

r . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Doar Mr . Ashbrook: 

YO'll a e a philatelist and 
k 0 m. !ould t chance 
i could not bring proof 
myself; pl~~se help ~e . 

COP Y 

feel that you want the tl"U-ch to be 
my reputation of 45 yare ph11a:cely 
• I shall print ho~ I can be checked, 

or the p ny bl ck I ve rb lOrn unused copy Of Plato I A.; 
ich alone is enough for an exp r in m tals ngl'l v1ng '1:;0 d cid . .~ 

ut I have print d t xt as refer nc , ven for U. S. I cmlld not 
i 1. d th r::I. in u.r po . I am no 0:;."· tlb furt 1p.r to publish one day 
th steel 1 t scov ry and first p tent taken. 

- only one pIE te of ea.ch vAlue existed. Bu.t 
I p. black ox:st PI to I and B. 

1847 - exist PI'te A and B, but one plat of 

ato " s pri~t d t· ice on one inglc h et of p r . You no gue s it 
po i' e to c eck up, thr [;11 the pairs 'r1th eut l' et :een. 

( ., n s r con tructed n funcy ay) ~he l'econ truetion of 10 . 
147·s 0. bOgus . (~lp to now:} . rlh re are 52 p irs n J •• L1brary, 

r ps of 3 - on of 4 . I~os ible to fit photos to prove I am 
1.t D la'l fo bid p .. t of tJ . 3 . st pSl' ;1 y ShOll d m the 
, conf1r~ed circular 19~1 . 1. can.ot uk. t e 'ork. You chnll do 

it and you hall prove I run r10ht . rely on .ou.:t:t kno 11edgo to do 
t e io~k . a philatelist I appe to you for t~th. Percy Doane is 
now fe ling I hav 'ornet ng new a t ta~p pI t s in ol~ daTs . 
}orace arr kn07S I may be right (I ~ 0 cOUPs , he _ntends m~u­
factU'l'in uch a pI te e I kr o. ore bout this subject . Pl e help 
me , these early plntes ar el ctric copp·r and zinc rn chan c manufacture, 
froru . toes 0 copp.r d z nc er~ln . You shall ave the proofs of 
e ~ 'ychinv throu h ny 14 pa eo art~cl . Fro to Z. 

FelKins n vcr discovered stoel pI t~ of multiple ubjects . 

d t 1s for 15 y 
•• which I did 

PI.a Gend ~e a Ie 
1 ck p rf 1857 fro 

to PI , Ll . I~I ' 5 

r_ but to be sure I had to check up patents 
n) re sinc July 1949. 

rf worn at to . 30 do and a 120 
the a p black. Comp r pI te III 12c 
other i not . 

II n you h 11 "I' 
bound to 0. r I 
stri"e o . 

42 ut e "iller collection but I cannot get any photo . 

d y rticl 1th pr1nted p oof • ~ou ~hl1 be 
right . Ju t sit ar-d help me till p ·oofs shall 

Yours sinc rely, 

(sign d) • G11b rt . 





HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN 
118 WEST 57TH STREET 

III WEST 56TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

TELEPHONE CIRCLE 7·1900 
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#2. 

~r . G. Gl1be~t, Jan. 2, 1942. 

an article appears under Y',ur name some cl~odence 1s given to the 
state, nts made . Your remarks in the July C. C. P. should not 

. have been pv~lished and if the editor of the magazine had 
pos eased any kno~ledge of philately-, as an oditor should certainly 
pos es , he \ould not have published such inaccurate information. 

We nll ake m1stakes but 'I;1e should at least try and confine OUI­
philatelic errors to privacy and not publish them to the world. 
Therefore if yo'\). make any discoveries 'Illhich you consider important 
I 0..0 trust that you 11111 be very SUI-e you &!'e right ?i'OI'O you 
rush into print with the • . 

You will doubtless note that I havo been very rank u1th you , but 
I wi h you to krio:v exactly how I roge.rd the subjects mentioned. 

For so ti e past I have b n anxious to £1nd some Frenchman ho 
lw.d BorJC knowledge of U. S.-French mail of he period 1850 to 
1St!"', that Is~ I'atea , postal mtlrkings , and the actual meen ngs of' 
such m' rkings . .fly I inquire if you ba va any real knon1edge of t .lC 
ubject nt10n d? If so , I 10uld like to collaborat with you. ( 

110 aoubt ycru. have copy of th cuta1.ogue of: the Eecond Knapp sal • 

.~ 

If so, pl ase rofor to the f'olloV1:1.ng covers: Cover 1776 . sy I 
as': :-hat you think of this iten and the . nrkings . s the ra.te 
correct? Lot 1788, does the rat~ agree w1t the markings? Lot 1178, 
is this marking corr Co? Lot 1715, is this rate correct , and does 
it a. )ree :rith tee YOl'k marking? Jhy tlS" ,n . his ,1 r dng? 
Lot 1671, by 4¢. Lot 1666, y 4i. 
I am not a~~ing tn sa questions because I ~ant the i fort~tion . ;y 
study of U •• - F nch mail of this period has been rather thorough 
nd I wo d 11k to find so 1 ono \ 'i th whom cC'clld collaborate . 

SinceI' ly yours , 



HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN 
lIB WEST 57TH STREET 

111 WEST 56TH STREET 

NEW YOnK eITY 

TELEPHONE CiRCLE 7-1900 
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.or . G. G51bort , 
Iotel Gr at }"orthern, 

li8 v t 57th St ., 
O~ o.rk, • -~. 

De r .r . ilbert: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Jan. 20, 1942 • 

Your .L t I ,r of r. 11th recoivGd. I c'"'rt ir: y :rill be mol' 
t'i1 n delichted to read 01:1.1' U r>t cle r.nd if' you ish I Vorill 
glflrily f 0 over the nanuscript before publicf tion • 

so 0 (.; # l 

c7-f.iLll, lot 11788. 

.l'. -.'--
e, 

or ".1 

1-0 

cov .1' 

~ cov 1'< yo 01 
.,. u C "\ lan' t CO~l. ent on 

..,urely .Lor 

ows sOL.eth11') a Ot t 
o ld like to 

a strnctin L -
I run tho oughly 

. Uod e s o~. , 

Sinc r-ely ours , 

.~ 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1942 . 

DEALER· OONVIOTED 
IN STAMP FRAUD 

• Loul8 J. BadertO the Theon Com­
'pany. Inc., at 160 Crosby Street, 
wheer they found Harry Geller, 
shipping clerk and part owner. Gel­
ler on April 10, admitted having 
purchased the stamps Mr. Goldberg 
had noticed at a discount of 10 
per cent. He said Pappu allowed 

Quilty of Selling Canceled dl8counts, at times, of lUI much lUI 
30 per cent. 

Articles, After 'Washing' 
Them, at Discount 

I The alertness of a postal clerk, 
combined with the scientific sleuth-

The inspectors gave Geller, 
against whom no accusations have 
been made, a IJst of stamps, and 
some $1 bills, and sent- him to 
PapplUl. Geller came back with 
the stamps, which had a fece value 
of $6. He had paid $2.75. giving 

ing of a stamp detective, resulted Pappas three $1 bills, two of which 
yeste~ in the conviction of a were found in his possession when 
dealer in "washed" and "pieced" he WIUI arrested. ' 
stamps. The clerk, Benjamin Gold- In his testimony concerning these 
berg of the postoffice at 103 Pine stamps, Mr. Souren produced pho-

tographs made with ultra-violet 
Street, noticed almost impercepti- light, in which could be seen traces 
ble irregularitifls in stamps on of the cancellation marks which 
packages he was handling and had been removed or "washed." 
started the hunt that led to George Some of the stamps had been made 
Pappas in his stamp shop at 40 up delicately 'from fragments of 
West Eighteenth Street. other stamps. The Federal authori-

yesterday on the basis of tes- ties are continuing their investiga-
, . , tion to get at the source of these 

timony by Y. Souren, head of the stamps, which have turned up in 
Philatelic Research Laboratories, the possession of a number of deal­
Inc., and other evidence presented ers recently. Pappas, convicted un­
by Clayton D. Hollinger, assistant der the count.erfeit lawlI, faces a 
UnlUcl ' States attorney, Pappas possible penalty of ten years in 
wufound guilty by a jury In Fed- prison and a fine of $5,000 when 
era! rt he comes up before Judge Clarence 
Jfr~ldberl'. tip led Postal In- G. Galston for sentence Monday. 

&peetora Marlin A.I Brown and 
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DEALER CONVICTED l~ 
IN STAMP FRAUD ~ 

OJ 
r-i 

Guilty of Selling Canceled 
.d.rticles, After 'Washing' 

Them, at Discount 

FACES 10 YEARS IN PRISON 

Sharp Eyes of Postal Clerk 
Bring Discovery That 

Traps the Culprit 

The alertness of a postal clerj{, 
combined with the scientific sleuth­
ing of a stamp detective, resulted 
yesterday in the conviction of a 
dealer in "washed" and "pieced" 
stamps. The clerl{, Benjamin Gold­
berg of the postoffice at 103 Prince 
street, noticed almost impercepti- ! 
ble irregularitips in stamps on \ 
packages he was handling and 
started the hunt that led to George I 
Pappas in his stamp shop at 40 
West Eighteenth Street. 

Yesterday, on the basis of tes­
timony by Y. Souren, head of the 
Philatelic Research Laboratories, 
Inc., and other evidence presented 
by Clayton D. Hollinger, assistant 
United States attorney, Pappas 
was found gu}lty by a jury in Fed­
eral court. 

Mr. Goldberg's tip led Postal In­
spectors Marlin A. Brown and 
Louis J. Bader to the Theon Com­
pany, Inc., at 160 Crosby Street, 
where they found Harry Geller, 
shipping clerk and part owner. Gel­
ler on April 10, admitted having 
purchased the stamps Mr. Goldberg 
had noticed at a discount of 10 
per cent. He said Pappas allowed 
discounts, at times, of as much as 
30 per cent. 

The inspectors gave Geller,: 
against whom no accusations have 
been made, a list of stamps, and 
some $1 bills, and sent him ·to r 
Pappas. Geller came back with 
the stamps, which had a face value 
of $6. He had paid $2.75, giving 
Pappas three $1 bills, two of which 

were found in his possession when 
he.. was arrested. 

In his testimony concerning these 
stamps, Mr. Souren produced pho­
tographs made with ultra-violet 
light, in wru>h could be seeJil traces 
of the canc<:.llation mark~c~ 

- ·had been removed or "washed." 
Some of the stamps had been made 
up delicately from fragments of 
other stamps. The Federal authori­
ties are continuing their investiga­
tion to get at the source of these 
stamps, which have turned up in 
the possession of a number of deal­
erS recently. Pappas, convicted un­
der the counterfeit laws, faces a 
possible penalty of ten years in 
prison and a fine of $5,000 Whey, 
he comes up before Judge Clarencf 
G. Galston for sentence Monday , 





SPENCER 
ANDERSON 
SI X TY FI VE NA SSAU STREET • • • CORTLANDT 7 -2 572 . • NEW YORK, N . Y. 

POSTAGE 
STAMPS 

FOR 
COLLECTORS 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook, 
4~4 S. Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan-

C o ll ections bought and appraised. 

Nov. 4th 

Just back fram a 10 day trip i ncluding New Orleans 
and the st. Louis show. 

I take it you aon't think my covers are much good. 
What is your opin~on of lot # 2495 in the Knapp sale this wee k? 
I haven 't seen it but it see ms to ITS that tne rate is identical. 

Then, t oo, I seem to recall reaaing Henry Meyer r s 
translation and notes from Kohl handbook ln a recent issue of 
The Collector's Club Philatelist (have looked allover the 
place but can't seem to locate it) that the 18?0 treaty called 
for 6¢ from Hawaii to San Francisco, and ~¢ addltional anywhere 
in U.S. or 5¢ additional to ~ngland. I cannot recall seeing 
any previously wlth rate as mine are (except Knapp lot 2495) 
but have seen Bome with 6¢ Hawaii plus 5¢ blue Taylor to England. 

You have certainly taken on your shoulaers a lil'etime 
task in try1ng to dope out rates ana markings and get them to 
make sense. There are so many covers one sees that apparently 
are either underpaid or overpaid, and yet wnich come from virgin 
sources and are undoubtedly autnent1c ~hat I have come to one of 
two conclusions. Either the senders ana/or tne postal clerks 
of that period were awfully stUPid, or else there 1S still an 
awful lot of additional knowledge to be unearthed. 

stan, did you ever sound out the chap wno was inter­
ested in the Columbian color error and ~he blue paper set? I 
still have Bill's s e t intact if y ou think you can do anything 
w1th ~hem at present. 

Haven't seen or heard from Bill in over a nonth but 
am gO.l.ng to ma ke i ~ a p01nt w nun~ h.l.m up next t lm.e I'm in 
Philadelphia. 

Notnlng much else "t;o repor~, all is quiet on 'the.­
Potomac. Have yc'u heard Trom Harold Carhart wne'tiner or not 
he expects "t;o ge"t; out \'lIlOle on "t;ne Knapp collection? Apparen'tily 
'tinere 18 a .:>ra sale "t;o come later on. 

Best regaras. 

Sincere ly, 
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Mr. Spencer Anderson, 
65 Nassau St., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Spence: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dec. 29, 1941. 

Herewith the 5~ 1847 cover. 

I submitted it to the one who I thought might 
like it but back it came - stew bad. Perhaps 
better luck next time. 

Best wishes 

o • K. no narm 0.0 ne • By tne way Tows bougn ·u my 2 
Hawaii covers ar-ter mucn exanl1na"G10n of inKS ana. 
cancelLatlons and is conv1nced they are 100% O.K. 
even if rate cannot De explained. I am sure he 
would. De gLad to send tnen on "GO yo u tor photgrapn1ng 
11 you drop h1m a Line. 

Happy New Yanr to you all. 



l '" 

• ar s H. ~o u. 
lorfolk, Con..Yl . 

D nr 

I 
cont 

• To . • 

434 0 th (rrand Ave., 
Fort Tho as . Ky . 

Jan. 6. 1942. 

s to grn_t t i~ favor I will 
.e .. 

descr .p -ions in the 
the Junk 

rk< or min . lch r 
the f E) e ch GrO"..lp. I 

S1neeY'ely yours 







December, 1941 

BULLETIN 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY, EXCEPT DURING JULY, AUGUST & SEPTEMBER AT ALB10N, PA., 

BY THE COLLECTORS CLUB, INCORPORATED . 22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N . Y . 

Philatelic Round Robin 
Pre-Christmas 

To Feature 
Meeting 

The last meeting of the calendar year 
1941 will be held at the Club on Wed­
nesday, December 17th, and on that 
occasion members will be asked to 
come with a few pages representing 
their own particular specialties or in­
d icative of things which they have 
found of peculiar or especial interest in 
Philately. The meeting will be entirely 
informal in character. Some may find 
one page or perhaps one cover sufficient 
to kindle an interest in other members 
in the particular phase of collecting 
they may be currently following­
others may wish to show more than this 
in order to develop their particular 
topic. No one should come empty­
handed-however, it is asked that be­
cause of the time available no one 
bring more than ten pages for exhibi­
tion and discu ssion. Surely an evening 
devoted to an informal exchange 01 
ideas concerning the multitudinous 
phases of Philately should be highly 
interesting and and provocative. 

The first meeting in the new year will 
be held on Wednesday, January 7th, to 
b e followed one week later by the 
Annual Corporate meeting of the Club. 
The Annu al Meetings are always well 
attended-as they should be---as on 
these occasions matters of vital interest 
reflecting the welfare and progress of 
the Club are open to full and free dis­
cussion. The Annual Election of Gov­
ernors also takes place at that time, 

Wednesday, January 14th. The report 
of the Nominating Committee will be 
found elsewhere in this BUlletin. 

The second and final regular January 
meeting of the Club will be held on 
January 21st. 

Report of the 
Nominating Committee 

December 3, 1941 

Mr. Paul F. Berdanier 
Secretary, The Collectors Club 
22 East 35th Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Berdanier: 

The Nominating Committee appointed 
by the President, in accordance with 
provisions of Article 8 of our Constitu­
tion, to present nominations for mem­
bers of the Board of Governors for the 
term of three years ending December, 
HJ44, herewith presents the following 
names: 

Mr. Paul F . Berdanier 

Mr. Arthur W . Deas 

Mr. Edwin E. Elkins 

Mr. Theodore E. Steinway 

Respectfully submitted, 
George Carnnitzer, Chairman; Julian 

Gros, J oseph C. Martin, Phillip 
F. Robbins, Frank J. Zeltmann. 



j RTICLES about stamps are not the only things 
11 which make a philatelic journal desirable to its 

subscribers. They expect more than just exposi­
tory treatises regarding paper and perforations, print­
ings and pigments, countries and commemoratives. 

Subscribers demand in addition advertising of 
high quality, and it is a foregone conclusion that the 
philatelist who really is interested in his hobby will 
read all the advertisements as well as all the features, 
notes, and chronicles which constitute the bulk of 
the publication. 

High-class advertising is certain to attract high­
class clients, and it is axiomatic that the more ex­
tensive the offer, the greater the variety of stamps on 
an advertiser's philatelic menu, the more orders he 
will get, and the more worthwhile and permanent 
customers he will make. 

Nothing demonstrates this more conclusively than 
a full-page ad published in PHILATELIC GOSSIP on 
May 16, page 225, by the Y. Souren Co. 

This announcement, dealing exclusively with the 
3c U. S. of 1869 , was considered sufficiently im­
portant and exclusive as to merit being copyrighted, 
and results fully demonstrate the truth of this. 

We have received numerous letters commenting 
on the copyright feature, with observations regard­
ing the advisability of this. Other people, who 
clip articles important to them, and make scrap books, 
have intimated that the advertisement will find a 
permanent place in their U. S. reference books, as 
indeed it should: the advertisement lists a multitude 
of things not mentioned in the specialized U. S. 
Stamp Catalogue, and of course prices them. Further­
more, much valuable data is included in the ad, and 
this is something of an innovation. 

But~beyond all this, the advertisement has demon­
strated positively that when you have something to 
advertise that is worth while, and you can really 
deliver the goods, you'll get the business, and plenty 
of it. 

We have no records of such things, but it seems 
reasonable to believe that no single U. S. item has 
ever been offered in a philatelic magazine previously 
at any such a price as $5000.00; or if it has been 
offered, that it has been sold. 

TQe 3c 1869 offered in the ad. has changed 
hands, and right here we have the definite evidence 
that a dealer can offer a $5000.00 item for sale in 
PHILATELIC GOSSIP, and sell it. 
320 

That's just one item. We have not taken into 
account the vast number of other orders which Mr. 
Souren received as a result of the offer, but several 
hundred came in from dealers, who wanted to buy 
wholesale quantities of the low-priced varieties. But 
the advertisement was a retail announcement , and all 
of these orders were refused and returned, and no one 
received over one item of a kind. 

Another dealer, name deleted , and not by censor, 
wanted to buy 1000 copies of the 3c '69 with 
straight edges. We wonder just exactly why. That 
is, we wonder rhetorically. We know why certain 
people will buy quantities of straight-edged copies, 
and we know that such things are becoming scarcer 
all the time, and that eventually there won't be any 
such thing in existence. But the gentleman didn't 
get the straight edges. 

Now we are publishing a two-page advertise­
ment for Mr. Souren, in which he devotes the space 
to the 2c Black Jack of 1863, with its shades, papers, 
cancellations, plate and printing varieties, and as 
usuaL all the interesting data and pertinent informa­
tion concerning the "Black Jack." 

There isn't any $5000.00 item in this offer, but 
there is one of $750.00, and another of $1000.00, 
and it's our guess that they will be sold soon, as well 
as thousands of other things not so expensive. Don't 
lose sight of the fact that more than 350,000 (three­
hundred-and -fifty TH,OUSAND) "Black Jacks" 
have entered into the investigation and compilation 
of the offers in the advertisement, and this in itself 
is an astounding fact. 

We expect, as a result of this series of comments, 
that we shall be chided (or chid , or even chidden) or 
possibly, even, taken to task for giving Mr. Souren 
this publicity. 

But to anyone who contemplates such a course, 
we advise restraint! What we are doing is an edi-

t 
toria1 for professional consu m ption: for dealers. 
They are entitled to know something about what 
IS gOing on. 

In addition to that, we are telling you what we 
have always known, that PHILATELIC GOSSIP can 
and will get you plenty of business; but you have to 
have the goods, and YOU HAVE TO TELL 
PEOPLE ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE. 

We have the goods, and we are telling you! 

Weekly Philatelic Gossip 
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Mr. Henry A. Meyer, 
516 Read st., 
Evansville, Ind. 

My dear Mr. eyer: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Oct. 28, 1941. 

I have just read with much interest your translation of the 
~lnk article on Hawaii in the current number of the Collectors 

ClUb Philatelist. The subject of U.S.-Hawaii mail has been 
of much interest to me for the past five or six years, and I 
have gathered together quite a lot of data, including many 
photos of covers in various collections thruout the country. 
MyoId friend, Edward S. Knapp, as you are well alVare, gathered 
together quite a fine lot of U.S.-Hawaii covers and I note you 
were somewhat puzzled on certain rates of these covers in the 
sale. 

I made a careful study of each cover and ~as able to reconcile 
most everyone. Some show overpayments of a cent or two but 
practically all are perfectly regular. Dependence cannot be 
placed in the catalogue descriptions of certain lots, as wrong 
dates were given. It would be quite a job to take all the covers 
in the sale and carefully explain the rnte of each one. It would 
be easier to list the correct date of each cover and then furnish 
a list of rates in effect at the different periods. In order to 
properly analys the rntes one should have a thorough knowledge 
of U.S. rates, and U.S. ship rates from 1850 to 1868. 

I mention "rates" but this is not the proper term becau.se we had 
no postal treaty with Hawaii until 1870, hence "rates" were not 
fixed by troaty, but ere subject to our different domestic rates -
ship rates - and the local Hawaii rate. There is a great deal on 
the subject of U.S.-Hawaii mail which has never been published but 
I can say this. How much more authoritative was the Munk study 
than anTr other that proceeded it. Luff was all at sea on the 
"rates, I though this should not have been the case because surely 
he understood U. S. domestic and ship rates. I might also add 
that there were several covers in the Knapp sale which' I didntt 
like, though they looked perfectly good. 

Knapp himself never knew much about the rates, because I recall 
can evening I spent with him six months before he died and 'Ie were 
going tbru his U.S.-Hawaii covers. The rates of-the fifties didn't 
bother him a great deal but thos of the middle and late sixties 
were quite a puzzle to hdm. 

All U.S.-Hawaii covers should be ~vided into the following periods: 

1850 to April 1, 1855 
April 1, 1855 to July 1, 1863 
July 1, 1863 to October 1868 
October 1868 to July 1, 1870. 

. ( 
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Mr. Henry A. Meyer, Oct. 28, 1941. 

We frequently run across covers from HaVlaii to this country 
which show an odd "rate,"but these are exceptions. Someone 
"overpays" becau t e right denominations of otamps were not 
available (U.S.) and some show part payment in cash and stamps. 

These U.S.-Halaii covers are an intensely interosting study 
and it is truly remarkable ho very few collectors or dealers 
have any cone pt10n of what rates were proper and regular at 
all periods as listed above. 

I was extre ely pleased to see your tudlous trannlation of 
Dr.unk' article and I congratulate you upon your fine Vlorl:. 

Cordially yours, 

• 

.~ 



ear r. ehbrook: 
Th nk for your very frien : r received today. 

I am just in the midst of thr .r.a heavy weeks in 
my chool work} but as soon a I can see my way clear} 
I "a.nt to rrite you further abou~ Havraiian-U. S. rate •• 
~nd right in the middle of the three terrible week 
comes the World ide at st. Louis. I will go over Fri­
day night after werking all evening at a public perform-
nee of our 8choolj will retvrn Sunday P. l. 

T~o d y8 ago I received a friendly letter from Ezra 
Arole 8dvi9ing me to correspond with you about these rates} 

vhich T had already done about a month ago. I wrote him 
that I would correspond further with you as soon as I saw 

- a way clear ., I want to include in the next installment 
all such new information and corrections as I am able to 

~d~ supply. 



HENRY A. MEYER 
516 Read St. 

Evansville, Ind. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 

434 South Grand Ave. 

Fort Thomas) Ky. 
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r . Henry A • . eyer, Nov . 17 , 1941 . 

The P •• G. Report of 1850 mak no nt:on of 'Iny lIa¥eement" with 
a , but the 1852 Report ... tate that H& la1 an ! Is di'apatched 

in . led packet by e ch _ iai1 t am r from No York and conveyed 
t~u to ionolu1 thout be1 0 ned. Post go req 1r d as the 
u • • ate to Ian Fr nalseo hieh s re red to be p opaid. 

ours , 



I' Many thanks to all good friends for several hundre beau­
~ tiful and clever Christmas greetings received. 
t I take thi s means of ann!Hlp,.ci ng that my father has had a 
1 series 0 paralytic strokes , "be~inninf. on Dec. 26, and his 

l~ illness aas completely disrupted my plans fOI 'the coming 
weeks and months . Vihether he- lives as an 'invalid , or dies 

,) soon , I wlll have innurr;erable details to handle . 
. ~ All stamp purchases,ana stamp studies are off; please dis-
'1 continu5 all price lists, approval selections, stamps for ex­
~ ami nat ion , reQuests for information, reQuests for articles. 

t 
Likewise all river history studios and writings are postnonod. 

All S ,P .A. and other organization work must wait until I 

1 can get around to it; it will have priori ty when I cun d~ it. 
To all good ~&reon81 friends: I havo ov~r 500 unansw8r~d 

1 
letters . I will never get to answur thGI"., so I am filing 
them. When this situation h8.s cleared up, I will take a now 
start . Write whenever you can , but don It expect an answ,z;r. 

~ Meanwhile , I am not forgett ing you. \" 
~ HGnry A. MeYGr 





/ Uhe. IS- * ,'\ ~ 
COLONIAL-MINDEDNESS 

The American stamp collecting pub­
lic is probably much larger than that 
of England, or than that of any na­
tion on the continent of Europe. Nev­
ertheless, there is a regrettable tend­
ency on our part to defer to the pres­
tige of British and other oversea col­
lectors. American stamp periodicals 
and American stamp catalogues long 
ago surpassed the circulations of those 
in other countries by many thousands. 
Nevertheless, there was and still is, a 
regrettable tendency on our part to 
believe that the Bri6sh publicatrons in 
our field are of more worth than our 
own. 

This relic of the colonial attitude is 
unworthy of American phil a tely of 
today. 

The colonial attitude of admitting 
one's own inferiority is neatly shown 
by the way in which American stamp 
people accept the classification and 
terminology of British listers. 

Some years ago, our chief American 
catalogue maker decided to bring or­
der into the use of "overprint" and 
"surcharge". We might have expected 
that he would have followed the good, 
solid, American usage of considering 
the two words identical in meaning, 



and have simply chosen the one of them 
he thought best to use in all cases. But, 
no - this firm followed British usage, 
making "surcharge" signify an over­
print that changed a stamp's face 
value. That's a foolish usage indeed -
espeCially as a monetary "surcharge" 
means an additional charge, and most 
stamp overprintings reduce instead of 
incLeasing a stamp's face value. 

The colonial attitude has been shown 
lately by the way in which our well­
informed philatelists have fallen for 
Mr. G. Gilbert's attempt to introduce 
the French word "galvanoplasty" for 
what has long beeflknown in good 
American as elecfroty jJil1g. The intro­
duction of this word has created con­
fusion where none existed. It isn't 
n~eded: it has been a definite dis-
ervice to American philately to intro­

duce it; it ought to be forgotten 
pronto. 

There is still among us a widespread 
belief in the superior scholarship of 
the more learned British stamp mag­
azines, as compared with our own. 
Yet a candid comparison of London 
Philatelist, P. J. G. B., etc., with Col­
lectors CI1Ib PiJilatelist, American Phi­
latelist, etc., will show that guesswork 
and suppositions are distinctly more 
frequent in the British papers. Clear­
cut and systematic arrangement of the 
n:J,aterial is more freq uent wi th us. 
Gross errors are more frequent in over­
sea philately than ours . The translators 
of the various sections of the Kohl 
Handbook can tell us of many a case 
where the great scholars who made 
that book have committed errors that 
any American collector of one year's 
standing would avoid. 

We of North America are not only 
the majority of the users of the Eng­
lish language, but also the majority of 
the English-speaking stamp collector . 
Let us not defer to the prestige of any 
minority elsewhere. 

-STEPHEN G. RICH. 
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r . Rollin E. Flower, 
259 \ ar n Road, 
K runor, -. Y. 

ry d or ~r . Fl r: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Sep. 3, 1941. 

Under separ t eover~ I am sonding you via registered·ma!l 
avid nee 1n the ea e against A. P. S. member 

#16118 - J . H. Scrug s , Jr . , 
Box 1"75, 

},ontgo ory Ala . 

Thi e se pert ins to an ttempt on the part of ScrugGs to 
defraud A. P. S. mombe~ 

r, 
» nebr. 

I am for; arding tho t the l' ~quo t ot ~r. Palmer. 
I think tho v1d nc in thi CIlO i conclus vo and it is my 
opinion th t thi f 110 SCruGos should bo xpell d £1'0 the 
Society. It 1s quite evident that Scruggs used th U. S . mails 
to defraud and I think the Socioty should file Q charg against 

. him ith th F d r 1 author1tio • 

Thor is 
hould b 

cb of th1 ort of ~tutr go1ng n and very effort 
the S c1 ty to put stop to it. 

~. Palcer c 1 d ttent10n to this case la t June a d I 1 -
In din.tely ot in touch w1 th my good fr1 nd Emm r on C. ::rug of 
B1rm1nghan, 0 ot me under dnto of July 26th .fol'.b s , (Th 
Acton nt1onod in tho 1 tter is ~ • 1. Acton - Blrmingh deal r, 
A. P. S. 15086): 

so I ~ould 

.~ 
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J~. Rollin E. Florer, Sep. 3, 1941. 

pos ibls to stop him from aking nd selling confeder te stamp 
under the la • 

nk your party in ebra ka could po slbly stop h or even 
sending the things thru tbe mail. But of course 
c 1 d them thru t 11. In other words, stan, 
on th part of the collector here to stop hlm 
n aed dIrectly enough to try to prosecute with 

co quences. One of Acton's en, Bill Darden ~1tes 
v ry nc in a hil. He h d pr par d an artlcle for 

n the subject. I have ask d that he end you a copy 
tat th cn e b tt r. T s i bout all I c n do for you 

I do not eo ct d with the Tatum Stamp Co., but I have 
h rd of co 1 ints regardIng their sal of facsl 11e 
Conf d rat at ps. I hcv little doubt t "hat A t D1 tz of 
Richmond can turn! h ny info tion you require r garding the Tatum 
Co. 

S nc l"ely your" 



r . Chaunc.y B. PaAm r, 
~ Rradsha~, ab. 

Dear Ir. 

.-

434 South Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

July 30, 1941. 

i £rom ~ lette~ fr ~r. Emmerson C. 

Sincorel ours~ 

c n pl"O­
course no 

.~ 

d 
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r . Chancy U. Palmer, 
Bradsha. ebr . 

Iy dear I . Pal ar: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

July 22, 1941. 

any tha:lk or yours of th 18th. I do ;.;lot t ink this party 
i as i ocent as e 'o~ld h ve you believe, therefore, I do 
not think you should drop the case. H snould xplain ho he 
co. e into tho possession of the fak covers and he should be 

d to prove that he didn't .lak the himself h1ch I have 
11ttle doubt that he did. 

v I think he ould e expelled fro::n the A. P . S. j .f he cannot clear 
hi If d I ill se that t 1s 1 done· you ould like to 
have my assistance . I see so much of this cDook d. stuff that it 
1s disgusting. 

Innocent collectors are robbed and they get disgu. ted and quit 
tryin to coll ct . 

I'll ager ost ythlng th t th1 0110 scruggs i guilty. 
I am. h v1ng everal fri nds in Birmingham look 11 up . I do hope 
you ontt drop the! I tter. 

I III ee if I con dig up j. odium priced covers for you. 

'ith .ind st regards, 

• • 

.-

81 ce ely ours , 

bove I find thnt ~crug~s is not 
. l ., at least 10 is not Ii. ted as a 
lp lists . I note ho claims h ~ has eon 

s . • • 

, 

.~ 



D o.r 

434 outh Gr nd Ave ., 
ort homas , Ky. 

Jul.y 22, 19 1. 

I 
c 

rnlld h lp t on a l1ttle' tt r . Perhap~ you 
the 0 i t nce o£ • ct n . 

Th re 1 a n 1n Blr~ingham by the n 
ho op r tea und r t n of I lab 
ddr , only I . 0. Box 3064 - f;vond 1 

e of J . H. Scrugg 
St p« no tr et 
St • B1 ingham. n 

Jr . 

Thi £0110 claim h ha been a m rub r of the . P. b . for t 0 
arc but n 1 not listed a an or S . • • 

L t onth he nt fri nd 0 Confed r t 
co r a d I h v n idea he so f r 
he has refu ed to divulge ihe 

r. T. • Gibbs , Postal 

c. • • 

1111 

n e as 

t 

ttee but t is 
20t or for l.gn 
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Mr . Emmerson C. Krug, July 22, 1941~ 

but a chairman fouldn ' t necessarily have to, because all valuable 
items ould be subm1tted to a leading sp 01 list . 

Best regards . 

Your ete., 
.~ 





" fiRST NATIONAl BANK Of BRADSHAW 
BRADSHAW. NEBRASKA 

In reply to your letter of------ ---------193-----., 

WE DEBIT ENTER 

CHANCY B. PALMER, Cashier 



!fr . C:la' _cy B. a,l (3 ~, 
% ~he ~ilst N tel Bank, 
Bradshaw, t b . 

y de I' r . Pa .. ~r: 

404 

uno lS, 1941. 

Referring to yours 0 the 1 h . . ch 0 :f t c c::rv 1's ou 
s nt l!le is fa .n everY'· ~ pect . E oh 
each pon-mark is counterf it. 

tnmp 1s an 1m! tatiCln, 

The crook .ho sont tho e to you u e 
and JOu .1 uld report t~ e c e to th 
at BIrmingham and to th P. O.. t 
stamp De lors A soc atlon. !r. Sidn 
99 1 a sa st . c n pu touch 

Do 110 I' 'turn th 
the U. ' . Of iCinl • 
behind bars an ~f 
offici Is 7111 b 

to th c -oak bu turn t_-" 
rty should be pro cut 

estern t~p CoIl 
bI-ook. 

ssur c 
o. Y 

th Y 

I do hope ou 111 do nIl - ou can to 
belon. s . 

t this :f llow h re he 

Sincerely you~s , 

of 
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AMONG the stamped envelopes 
illustrated in connection with 

Stanley Ashbrook's article on First 
Stamped U. S. Envelopes in the 
April 4th issue of STAMPS, there 
is one particularly which should be 
of more than passing interes t to New 
Yorkers. • 

The cover in question is the one 
addressed from New York to Amos 
Cullen in Sacramento City, Cali­
fornia. Inscribed in the lower left 
hand corner is the direction that it 
be carried by the' S.S. Illinois. 

It is of this steamer that I want 
to set down a few facts, being so 
closely bound up with the general 
history of New York City. 

The Illinois was built by the 
famous New York shipbuilding firm 
of Smith & Dimon. Originally named 
Louisiana, being constructed for an­
other party, the vessel was purchased 
before completion for George Law's 
U. S. Mail Steamship Line, operat­
ing between New York and Chagres, 
Panama. 

The Illinois was a wooden side­
wheeler 268 feet long and 40 feet 
wide. She entered the New Y ork­
Chagres service in 1851 and very 
quickly became noted for her superior 
speed. ' In fact she held the record 
for the fastest passage from New 
York to Chagres, making the run in 
6 days and 6 hours at an average 
speed of 12Yz knots. 

When the U. S. Post Office mail 
subsidy contracts expired in 1858 
and were not renewed, the liners 
operated by the Collins Line between 
~ ew York and England were laid up. 
I n the meantime Commodore Van­
derbilt of N ew York had purchased 
the Illinois from the U. S. Mail Line 
and qperated the ship for several 
round-hips between New York and 
Southampton. 

On the outbreak of hostilities 
between the North and the South 
in 1861, the Illinois was char­
tered by the U. S. Navy as a 
troop and supply ship; she con­
tinued undcr intermittent charter 
until 1865. In October, 1861, the 
Illinois was one of a fleet of war­
ships and transports under command 
of Rea r Admiral Samuel F. Dupont, 
which transported General Sher­
man's expedition of 20,000 men from 
Fortress ~Ionroe to Port Royal and 
Beaufort, S. C., and which resulted 
in the capture of Fort Walker and 
Fort Bauregard at these places. 

In ~ovember. ]862. the Illinois 

By ERIK HEYL 

was in General Banks' expedition 
along the Gulf of Mexico and the 
~Iississippi and Red Rivers . 

In January, 1865, the Quarter­
master General purchased the ship 
for the U. S. Army and she saw ex­
tensiye service along the Atlantic 
Coast. 

After the war, the Illinois was 
leased from the War Department by 
the Quarantine Commissioners of the 
State of New York. Her machinery 
was removed and she was fitted up 
as office and living quarters for the 
Deputy Health Office of the Port of 
New York. She became the board­
ing station for all suspected vessels 
entering New York Harbor. 

From November to March the 
Illinois was stationed at Staten 
Island; from March on the ship was 
towed to the Lower Bay and re­
mained at anchor there until N ovem­
bel'. She became rather notoriously 
known as the Pest Ship and there 
were even remonstrances from the 
aroused citizens of Stapleton, Staten 
Island, who feared being infected 
by the ship when tied up for the 
winter. 

The Illinois was kept in the 
Lower Bay during the entire winter 
of 1880. But when in March of that 
year the ice swept out of the harbor, 
her hull was so badly cut by the floes 
that slle was towed in a sinking con­
dition to Stapleton. Practically her 
entire stern had been carved away 
hy the ice. 

The ship was taken in hand for a 
complete and thorough overhaul. 
New ribs were put in. new planking, 
a new stern, new stanchions, etc., 

May 30, 1942 Stamps 

were also fitted. Then the entire 
interior was given a glistening coat 
of white enamel paint. After the 
repairs were completed the Illinois 
was again placed on her post of 
duty off Stapleton and the Lower 
Bay and here she remained until 
1888. 

In that year the hull literally 
began to crumble to pieces; the 
Quarantine Commissioners thereupon 
returned the wreck to the Quarter­
master General, it being of no fur­
ther use to them. She was towed to 
Brooklyn and there she was scrapped 
after being auctioned off for the sum 
of $1,100 on January 14th, 1888. 

It would only weary readers, 
were all the various trials and tribu­
lations enumerated which beset the 
Quarantine Commisioners of New 
York, and especially the Deputy 
Commissioner, who was aboard the 
ship during the time of her service 
in New York Harbor. Those inter­
ested can read them in the N ew York 
State Legislative reports for the 
years 1865 to 1888, from which the 
above is a brief extract. 

The accompanying photograph, 
showing the Illinois in her prime. 
was taken from an engraving. 

• 
Gist of the News 

The EImer R. Longs of Harrisburg, 
Pa., are being congratulated by their 
friends on the arrival of William Reese 
Long, on May 11, 1942. 

The Stampeders Club, conducted in 
th.e San Francisco Examiner by Sydney 
E. Goldie, has recently celebrated its 
sixth birthday. Congratulations to Mr. 
Go ldie on the steady progress this fine 
stamp column has made siRce its start. 



J 

D 

) 

• S .onfio d , 
ve . ~ 

.Y. 

l? en to 
Posta 

; 

d n 

434 0 th r nd 
ort Tho:. o ~ 

Dec . 26 , 1941 • 

!' . . 

- tho d n cover. 
g~ to 0 -li eov r? 
Paid" befor? I 0 .:t 

ta.ted to bo in blue 

line. 

bout this inqul 11' h ~ r 



THE RICHEY, HALSTED &QUICI(,CO. 

CC D. LARRY SHEHFIELD 

Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook, 
43~ s. Grand Ave., 
Ft. Thomas, lty • 

De'ar Ashbrook: 

QUALITY L UMBER 

CINCINNATI 

Deo. 31, 19ltl 

When Larry Shenf1e1d was in office here a short time ago he 
suggested soma eastern dealer, believe in New Haven, was 
offeringfor sale the -EMERSON COLLECTIO - lSg HAWAIIAN COVERS ; 
it being his under tanding these covers,in addition,carried U.S. 
Stamp - the price about $3,500.00. 

The writer told him that if as above the price was indeed cheap 
and would be inter ested in same. 

Attaohed copy of Larry's letter of the 29th. 

If you think 1 t worth while would be glad to h&1,f, e you ad vise Larry 
direot. He can then either arrange to have the '· oollection sent on 
to you for examination or would, no doubt, advise as to the dealer, 
whose name has escaped me, so you could handle with him direct. 

With~very kind regards and best wishes for the New Year, ~~ 
SWR:O 7"\ 



-.-,. 

Hew York N.y. 
Deo. 29, 19q.l 

DeEr Sa.m: 

Thanks for letting me study the bunch of Prisoner-of-War 
faces which I brought back with me. You were right - there isn't 
a great deal in them but there are a few items I would like to have 
for reference and not for my colleotion. Do you th~nk you could spare 
avout ten of them so I oould round ou.t my referenoe file 1 

Had a letter from Stan and he mentioned t 
that package of Prisoner-of-War letters of yours b 
there would be much in it forme to study. Have jus 
article and it will appear in the next issue of St 

Bow as to 
information on it. 
right up to 1898. 
oollection has not 
fine to superb. 

the ])Derson Hawaiian 
There are l5g covers 
Therefore, not all 
been touched and 

t he came across 
he did not think 

comple ted the 
p Specialist. . 

have the following 
the period is 

0, binat ions. The 
claimed, is 

/t 
Emerson paid between $60oq ~d $7 in putting it together and 

the price quoted to me is $3500. in~ne~.o volumes intact just as Emerson' 
had it. It is suggested that t be I ~~ith me for inspeotion and I am 
going to have that done a ~ ass me for condition, I will send it 
to you. '/ 

. The present s~~uation is Wt somewhat more than $3500.00 is 
definitely offered for ~t through a ther dealer but the present dealer 
who holds it would bav to pay a co iasion which would net him less than 
$3500 he asks. I rather ~glne ·th ~ if it came to a clutoh the col1eotion 
lIould be bough ~ ome at. $3250. with a li ttle haggling. 

H~ver, knowmg your friendship wi tb Stan, I am womering 
whether if ~?Il were int~~ested you would not want Stan to consult wi th 
you on it ~d in that case he cou1dhandle the deal direct with the dealer 
and get som~thing out oj / it himself. What do you suggest be done in the 
matter? I 
~ y.t regards and wishes for a grea-t New Year, 

LARRY SHENFIELD 

00 STANLEY ASHBROOK 



~. 

Dear Stan: 

P E D L A R & R Y AN, I C. 

ADVERTISING 

2 5 0 PARK AVENUE ~ 

~w York, :J'I.CY. 

December t wenty-ninth 
1 9 4 1 

I hope you have had a very pleasant holiday and 
thanks for yours of December 22. Your comments on the article 
were invaluable and I took the liberty of using a few of them 
which I hope will be to your satisfaction. 

I return herewith the photographs you sent which 
were extremely interesting, especially the one marked "For­
warded by Louisiana Committee at Mobile" on the back. For your 
inspection I enclose a photograph of mine of Ned Knapp's block 
of 12 of the 2¢ Red, and a cover of mine which bears "Forwarded 
by the Louisiana Committee at Mobile lt • 

Note that your cover and my cover were sent to the 
same party. The rate on my cover is a strange one but notice 
on the back it is marked in pencil "Approved -- then some 
initials, P.M." I have a feeling that this might have come 
across the lines in some way just as the cover of your photo. 

I wonder what the Louisiana Committee at Mobile was. 
Evidently from the photograph of Knapp's piece, it was a relief 
committee and since Knapp's piece enclosed 12 circulars, it 
evidently had something to do with forwarding reading matter as 
well as important mail under special circumstances. I don't ever 
remember reading anything about this committee in any books, do 
you? If you have any ideas, I should love to have them and of 
course please return my photograph and my cover. 

When I was in Cincinnati, Sam let me have for study 
that great bunch of Prisoner-of-War Cover faces which he has had 
for years. There isn't anything in it for collecting but there 
were several examples of censors' initials, etc. which I wanted 
to have for reference. 

By the way, have you read "Reveille in Washington" -­
the new book aboutWaSrlngtanin 18611 It's full of chatterbox 
stuff about Old Capitol Prison and I found it very fascinating. 

T ELE PH ONE: PLaza 5 -I500 CA BLE ADDRESS: Ryanola 
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If Sam would like to send me the batch of Prisoner­
of-War covers that you are holding for him, I would like to go 
over them. 

Thanks again for your counsel and help and with all 
good wishes for a bright and interesting 1942. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Sincerely, 

~1 

.~ 





Mr. L. L. Shenf'ield, 
;~ Pedlar &: Ryan, 
250 Park Ave ., 
Nmv York , N. Y . 

Dear Larry: 

434 South Grand Ave. , 
Fort Thomas , Ky • 

• Tan. , 1942. 

First permit me to thank you for the beautiful pipe . It is just my 
style and I couldn't have picked out one any better to my liking. 
It is nice and light and I 'ent to ork on it innnediately. Many, 

ny tha:nks . 

Re - the Emerson Ha1alian collection. Sam sent ou a copy of his 
letter to me under date of the 31st . I sur sed the 'I Haven 
dealer was Harry Keffor and as he works hand in glove ith Dan I 
guess there is no doubt but ,. hat Dan has the final \Vord on the 
collection. 

I wired Dan as follows: 

"'{[nderstand either you or Keffer have the Emerson Hawaiian collection 
consisting hundred fifty eight covers for sale stop Richey is inter­
ested if lot is 1V0rth hi Ie stop can you .forward. " 

I trust this !s perfectly O. K. ith you . If perchance they send the 
collection to you, perhaps it would be be t to get Harry ' s permission 
to edit direct to me rather than to Sam. I can tell in a fe~ 
min tes if Sam would be interested and if he ould not , it would be 
no use to hav hi take the time to look it over. Thanks 80 much 
Larry for Cru-lting me in on thi and I hope its all they say it 1 
and that it ill prove a orth hile buy 1'01' Sam. 

Up to this -riting I have had no l' ply from Dan. 

Re - that photo I . ent you - "Louisiana Committee . I Some her in I'f!Y' 
files or scrap books I have some data on this subject but Lord 0 ly 
kno"l here it Is . As near as I can recall , Ned tried to dig into this , 
but at the time I asn't intereste to any great exte v as I was busy 
to the limit of my ti e on plating and couldn't be bothered with such 
subjects hich I considered ere beyond ped~al philatelic interest . 
As r recall, lied cquired this cover d. then .Tote to the postmaster 
at Prattville , Ala . and inquired if a y descendants of Mrs •. M. E. 
Pratt . still liv d in Prattville. It see ~ to me there was'und that 
he got into communication and g d to get everal additional items . 
I think I have a copy of a letter h received. I 'll try to locate t . 

Lat l' 

The £lImo t unbellev ble happend. I did manag to find the copy of the 
letter Ned received from Prattville and it 1£1 from no other than the 
lady to hom the cover was addressed. I am nelo ing copy and also the 
photo blch I sent you in order to refresh your memory. I am sure 
led sent me further 1nformation re - the "Committee" but evidently 
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1r . L. L. Shenfleld, 
an. 2 , 1942 . 

this part of the d tn has be n dest:royed . I 8uppo .. e my only 
eason for hanging on to this copy las its association ~ith the 

tro photographs . You are ~elcome to use it in a y tay y wish. 

I am sending you her with 56 covers from Samrs 1 t , al 0 a memo 
of arne . fter you :re tbro gh r1th thee pI aso mail them direct 
to &rum. This 1~ all there 1sre in the lot I hud except three 
\"lith Ran 'Fort 'Jarren. " In this J.ot you will note the tampless 
i te Fort Pulaski!! of which I sent you a photo. 

Ag in the "Committee . t1 Ho v ry odd that you auld have one of the 
"11r . • h . Prattl! covers . \. the 15¢' rata? Don ' t you suppose 
that thi was a strip of .four and the stamp to right 'las cut off to 
nake the cover look botter? It must he.vo boen a strip of f'om .... and 
placed on the anv lope fter the Co ttee not tiona ~he stamp to 
ri ht , extending beyond the edge was gold a over and a ted on the 
back . .n opening tho 1 tter th sta .' s df.l.Iil god. 

Iota 1'8 . Pratt's letter. Both of the~e letters lore from her 

.~ 

1 band ~hil9 ·"'9 'I a Prisoner of '/ar at T'21 Rarapart t . , re 01'10 :.3" 
She aid he was held there unt 1 som ti e in Oct ., so your cover must 
b P. ;' , 1863. 

, ite n n1c ~tory - P of ~ cover and from e Orlean . Evidently 
the Lo isnnn Re ler Co ittee Vlorring fr~e. Mobil attended to 'l:;ho 
lants of Prison ro . tor arded mail etc . - your ·has "a proved .. ,T .C. D. -
p •• 11 Y photograph has the same notation. 'J'ho as fI.J . C. D. "? He 
must have b en the P. '. at obile . I have no list of C. S. post stars 
but didn't Diet ... publis such a 1i t in trStamp "? That is , the p •• 's 
~ho issued C. S. Provlsionala . Perhap Dietz has some data on the 
Oommittee , so hy not inquire . 

I may be wrong but it seems to me that Ned '.Tote an article on the 
PI' tt cover . If he did, it must have p eared in th J . P. 

~ guess is that I mad tho Pratt photo along ebou~ 1920 or 1921 . 
There 'IRS 0 yo r date on ~rs . r tt ' letter to N d. I o.lw y8 

onderod if th Conr derate collector Pratt a rol~te to the 
Prattvill Pratts . 

Re "Reve-llle in ~ a"rillgton. 1I I haven ' t read the boo~- but did read 
uith ch interest the condensed version 1n the d r ' Digest . I 
thought it a exc llent and v ry rapbic nd correct picture of 
tho ti 00 . 

Don 111 probabl 
end you print . 

carefully h n I e 

s nd me th a hville cover. t1l 
Thanks for your co ent 0 it . I 

n the cover. 

e e. photo and 
111 note ome 

Ag .in many thanks for the pipe . and b, t w y , t don . t bite a bit . 
1 atur ood. no varnish - fin .' 

Co 1ally. 

P. S.--I return your Pratt co er and photo. I wonder if you could send 
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r . L. L. S enfield, 
J n . 2, 1942. 

me dupl~.cate print as I tould I1.ke to have it for rn:y files , 
also show the whole mess to Sam. Pe~hap he hac n "Louisnna 
Co, ttee "but I think not . Just imagine fl block of 12 of' the 
2¢' . l~o dOllbt unique. I no a1' saw its aqual . 

S. B. A. 



C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS. OUR SPECIALTY 

THE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
Postage Stamps - Small Antiques - Paintings - Curios 

Coins - Prints - Books 

Collections Purchased. Sold or Appraised 

280 ELM STREET 

NEW HAVEN. CONNECTICUT 

Telephone 7·4495 

Jnn. 3, 1942 

~tan]ey R. A~hhrook, Esq. 
Fo!'t l'hornas. KyJ 

Dear Sten;-

I must epolgize for not ansvJering you very nice letter of 
Nov. 17th bofol'Q this de. te but I h&.va been doing &. 11 ttle 
work on that 30¢ cover E:.nd thought I VJould wait until I 
had something of some interest to say ebout it. To date 
! hp..ve no ching but hope to in the near fu tur·e. 

Last evening ne.n Kelleher called me advising you had 
inquired about the Emerson collection or Hawiian covers 
Which I heve owned for some time. He passed along the 
information that you were interested for e. client and 
wanted to see it. l\t the present time it 1s not a'lsilable 
bu t will be so i.n a few days. I have,hov'Iever,shipped you 
under separate cover photographs of the entire collection 
just as I bought it page for page. I think you will find 

Harry B. Kef er 

them very helpful but I ",'ill be pleased toship the collection 
es soon as ave.:B.Bible. On the other h£l.ncl your client might 
find t"'~t after looking e. t the photographs i~ ."as nothing 
that he wanted. The price is $3500.00 net to you which 1s 
just about 50% of what they cost Judge hmerson. I mtght 
add t:hat altho I heve o\"Jned the collection for quite some 
time I ~ave made no effort to sell. One or two partIes 
~ave come after me fOl' 1 t and 1 t has been shown to only 
three people V/1 th any idee. of selling it. I neg19cted to 
st~te shove t~at I offer it only 3~hJ~ct to p~1or ~ale. I 
have to (to this heCA1)£!e j t iA out for' inspection hut I 
firn:ly helieve it V'ljl1 come hack. 

I have noted lr~ your lette!' your reference bo the Research 
Group. I would like very much to join it but before sa:l~ng 
yes I would like to know a li~tle about the cost. If it ' is 
over my head I will have to pass it up but I would be very 
happy to join if it were within my means. It is along the 
lines of what I have been studying and tl'ying to inCrIJ8 se 
my meager knowledge of. Vlith best v;~5hes for e very plea~9.nt 
New Yesl'. . ~ 

t- I Sincerely 
., ! I ~ 

!ot: • • ' ' t 
I 

... 1 ... tlo-
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'1'. IIazory 13 . Kef or; 
280 Elm t ., 
1 e ' II ven , Conn. 

y noal Hurry: 

434 South Grand Ave .~ 
o t Thomas , Ky. 

Jan. 7 , 1942. 

Your o~ the 3rd r co1v d , tog th ith tho hotogra s . The 
dope ttl had 0. tha.t Dan h d the collection fo'!" s le , hence 

1r to nic. 

mo , hE> U. S . -II .ral1an rates are right dovm my 
d voted q1dte a bit of r oearch to his branch 

..... ',A<:!IO""B . 
al 

L ry nfield told lchey about the collection and Richey asked 
me to loot into it nd i it uas as Lar"y h d stated, he !ould 

interc ted, IdE)d I thou""ht th col1 ction a "orth the 
price . ~o YOl on ~ ry , I am ~ot tL tng to interest Richey in 1t 
as i alrea y 1 toro ted. 

)hoto,r phs , ond(red if there nsn·t too 
stuff. You e lchay only collects 19th 

U. o . 1s po 1ble , hOi v r, th t G might decid to 
n ve it 1'or·, a 81 for a ne brench of 

P l'sonall , mId like to SGO hi. 0 tain it , oecause 
in such an 0 nt , I au d t lke it ill charge and re- rrange t and 
mount it , a ding to it 11 the t r 0.1 he has at PI' sent . I 
coul ~ n u~e t e c l10ct on a th is for a co prehensive 
rticl n ubject of U. 0.11 . 

instruct 
obtain n 

111 r 
dv e 

price 

R ~arding th 
not thin r 5.t 
pur po of I' 
Initial do tions 
to kick in vdth 

In ork I fr 

c e • 

ntly ha (, 0 

ding that I 
kes placo, 

co ission. 
1 th tho 

o"'e of keeping 
kick in like 
rl'" I do . J.h:r 

tn ;hich cnn 0.1 bot in d 

.~ 
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r . Harry B. Ker£er , Jan . 7 , 1942. 

from the files of old newspapers . ThO best way to got t ~s data 
1 to hire someone to go to libraries and copy it . To p~y for 

. this work , the Group keeps on hand plenty of cash at all timos . 
I frequently hav to have photostats made t the Co.gre s10nal 
L. brary. P.ny member of the Group is likow se entitled to this 
s 'Vice provided they are wOi"k1ng on Vlorth nile subjects , and on 
any ork they Bl"e doing they get my full co- oper tiona 

Thus you will appreciate that the GrOll 
you .. till think you \'1ould like to jOin, 
lot e knoli and I ill 3eo thnt you ere 
i th re£ore ntilely up to you. 

is a s all idea and if 
al~ you have to do is to 
electecI a·s a. eober . It 

- that 30t cov~r . I huv beon do·ne; a lot of reseurch 'lork on 
ho U. • - . .L'ench ! ail - l' od ubsoquent to Jan. 1 .. 1870. It is a 

t rri Ie l~ ss but I run 81" d.ually E;otting to the bottol.l of the 
subject . A. 0 tUdunt that I leno of has he s1"ghtGst cone ptlon 
o the subj ct • 

.&: ending ou te t Bulletin Iher n you .111 
note I m.;: de ome r .10k on '0 J. coveL'S in the roc nt Knupp sale . 
I ~,ould appreci te your comment and neodless to state , I \"lill be 
glad to ex lain any pOints , t' t ar not clear to ·you. That Is , 
1.1 I can . 

r rry, t bout Tou . .hat sort of a chap Is h ? 
.m 0.(. va I evor nd any cO"'rospondenc rith h • 

Y the li e C. Bullet~.n that he exh1b_.ted his U. S.-Huwaiian 
cOVers at the Club nd hi coll etlon was stated to b one of the 
f1nt:lst in istence. DOGS To-;g l.:no lilt- stuff? Do he k~o 1 1" tea? 
C n h e lain t e arkings on his covers? 

If .. le in a :rin collection of U. S.- a aii it ru and lul 
klo~ledge of whut he own I iould like to collabor.t but 
if he is just collector r 0 coll eta I au dn ' t c r 0 ate 
any time with him. 10 Come 0 :ras not int rested in the ·emerson 
col1 etlon? 

In the event of d al , could you obtain for me 
photograph ? 

"1 th best of 1idsh I or t he I "] Y r J/ 

p . ~ . Tee Gxoup Bulleti 
under ~epar t cov r . 

CoX" 

ar c 

"ours , 

idontial . .:.lendl 

~ . B . H . 

et 0" the 

y6U cO'Y .. 41 

.~ 
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HE COLLECTOR'S SHOP 
Postage Stamps - Small Antiques - Paintings - Curios 

Coins - Prints - Books 

Collections Purchased. Sold or Appraised 

280 ELM STREET 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

Telephone 7-4495 

Jan. 10, 1941 

stanley B. shbrook, Esq. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear StA.n:-

ThtHlks very much for your letter of the 7th. You have no 
doubt received the collection by now as Lerl~y Shenfield 
had it a.nd has sent it along to you. 

I note your remarks 2.bout how the col1ectlon is to be 
billed and that the commission is to come from me. I have 
already quoted you a price of $3500.00 whtch wafl net to 
you. That is the S&'!lle price I ga.ve to a. dealer who showed 
it to one party and was the 101Jl'es t price I he.d set for 

Harry B. Keffer 

the collection. I have one party in mind for it but e.t the 
preRent time I cannot quote trem but if I have to sell it 
to trem my price would he ~1-l.OOO.OO np-t. T 60n't know i1" you 
have t~ld Mr. RiChey my pr1ce is $~~OO or if you have even 
telked price I\'1tr. htm yet. I can't do much on it but will 
bill hlL1 any e.mount you state, from say ~36')0.00 to .$4000. 
and allover olIi3400. 00 will come bacle to you. I wish I could 
say that I will bill 1Wll~. lUchey ~3500.0(j ana. send y",u back 
$500.00 but I just CE1n.t. Plea:oe e.dvise nle whet you 'lJsnt it 
billed at over ~3400. 00 and our undel's tanding is the f:; you 
will receive allover $3400.00 tha.t Mr. Richey sends me. In 
case you are at all interested the collection cost Judge 
EmerEon s, trifle short of $7000.00 

Advise me concernin g the above. I w~.nt to be a s fair as 
possible and still I know you are entitled to a fair 
commission. I sincerely trust the above will be interesting 
to Mr. Richey. 

Sincerely yOU~ 
P.S. It also might be of' value +'0 know that if Mr. Richey 
had written in to me for it he'oulq. not have been quoted 
less than '3750.00ki. n any ev~~t~ Rndfim~ likely it would 
have been Illlhooo.oOI!;,t)u+; my f er qu' tation to you was as to 

d 1 ~''''~ " .... ;> .. a ea er.~~~-JL _~~': ;l~'~~ ;:~ - ".:' l ' ~. _t£~.'_'J.TITl't1 •. _ ... ~:.;.~-.: Rfi'(Jr) (fF,' I '?:,~IIOTIl1il ~':jl._~ ·.~.Infl"llttl'!l'w( r..f.r~-, • ~ .. ~~\ 
,"*"I"IIIIII~l'r:;,'" :: ,1111111111", '. I. I~JIIIIIIII"1 ~""r.~:)lIl1ll1l1!l':' .• JI'.ti~~, .. 

~~ 
.f~~)-~·~II"IIIII.~~ ~·~.'·ir ij1f"lt1I1{~~t.I·, ~~I:"',:.!:I1I1I11I1II ~ il!~!oO!:ntlllllll:...:.t< >~;7(II'liflJf ~ 

'.0 ~gE~~}~jl~I~~I~il~,~ l'lll.~~ ~., ,~'I!I'"!"!!~LI~ t."';/lIvr 
\ ~ JJ.. )Vv '. --,~~,:'e'" - - - "- H':-:-":'" ~ - ~ ., 

~ ~. Yr. ";01] GP, .J.- 1,1 p. 'Ie R'.w, 1''"0 
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but the block has been ironed out and the price is too high. It is 
of course the largest block known. 

I am sending Sam's Prisoner of War covers direct to him, as 
you suggest. 

Best regards and you will hear from me in a day or so. 

Mr.Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

; 

.~ 
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P E D L A R & R Y AN, INC. 

ADVERTISING 

250 PARK AVENUE 

~w York, :J.(,Y . 

January the eighth 
1 9 4 2 

Dear Stan: 

I have just heard from Harry Keffer who 
says that he sent you a photographic copy of the 
collection. So I will hold the collection here 
until you see whether the photographs give you 
enough of the good news or the bad news. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Regards, 

P.S. That was a wonderful bulletin for the Research Group. 
I read every word of it and want to say that although it 
is not in my line at all, I did enjoy it. Enclosed please 
find check for 5.00 toward the worthy cause, and thanks 
for the ad on the ?risoner of-War covers. I would support 
this Research Group much more than I do, Stan, if I did not 
have quite a few expenses in connection with my own writing 
on Confederates. 

LLS 

TELEPHONE: PLaza 5-I500 CABLE ADDRESS: Ryanola 
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434 &outh Grand Ave. , 
Fort r homns, :~y . 

Jan . 20, 1942 . 

e 1s not p~.t1cllarly 
bJU~h- t.o co bi rtinns 

e til d I w ... otel:r. and asked 
.....0 ... r, no epl~T . J.t J.S ' po!>teri 

Vla1l. cov r8 n 1 e \'),app ... ale • 

• ,Iorit:r of collectors pre OY' to buy L :1. idual 
n ~xce t 0.. u.aoubtedly likcr job lot~ . 
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Who Knows the Story of the Pioneer Express Company? 

lVIr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein, of New York , has come in possession of the 
cover here illustrated. A Cnited States 3-Cent stamped envelope, it went 
through a Southern post-office (] ackson, l'v1iss.) without a Confederate stamp 
or a " Paid." 

\Vho can tell us more about the Pioneer Express Company, of l'vlobile, Ala.? 
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I hRv~ one item you CEn au~ to your recoras 

' .. 
"'-

I 

~ 

f :847 items. I hav8 :'I type D (no quest:')n 

u.bout Lt) dOl1;l(> trR"':fGr ::.n a block of 4---this 

bein~ the #,1 staTp in block. 

It is c .rreYltly o'At on approval but I 'l'::1y 

bp ah: e to sup '\ly yo'] own('r.:; name & aJQre;:;s for 
. 

a oers'nAl eyq~ination, if you wish. 

THock is onused, Jnly 3ver8f.8 \' -to The DT 

~stal'1) is decent 83 it has 32" T"r~' rs, cut::- half 

- of lef.f- T frn.me only. 

7::AMAQUA Philalellc Auction Sp<clalill PENNA 



, 
You rc ~t libertv to u~e my block or info . on it in 
any ~pn~e you desire . I iwapine a NJ part! will see 
reV i+' F ~tronp' ar ir1e is written arOlna it ~ 

Dear Sir: ../J 

We regret ;0 report that we were unable to secure any of 

the lot upon whic~ you bid in recent auction, higher bids having 

We greatly appreciate your interest and hope to have the 

leasure of serving you to better advantage in our future sales 

which will be conducted on a regular monthly schedule. 

LAMBERT W. GERBER 
Tamaqua, Penna. 

~--------------------------



Stanley B. Ashbrook 

474 So . Grana Ave. 

F . Thomas, Ky . 



• Gel' er , 
ann • 

D r r . Gcrb r: 

434 South Grand Av ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

No • 29 , 1941 • 

I if • ad to l' calve if r.., of th 26th. 
For 0 r 20 ye s I h~v b en so rCbinc for dupl1cat of th 

... ¢ lSA7 "D t ft d th no succ 8f" . To find owe '10 ld all ... t 
be 11 e d1 cov r1.ng a dllpl c te of the "Kna.pp lOt/, 184'7 hi ·t or 
th lOt 1855" OYill" shift . 

I c rta1n1y to ~ e the block you turned up b c use 
I ha\ e alw y contend d that this "D" wa an act~.1al 1 l.. 

vari ty and not ny ort of an t!1mitat'.on hitt" (Perry) or "kis r 
as everal pr nent stud nts hhv contends th t it 1s. If you 
c arl'o. to havo . t submitt d I rill greatly appr c1 t h 
f vor. 

Sincsr ly yours, 

.~ 



,----------------- _ ._._--

~r . L • Gerber , 
200 Re , 
T aqua, P • 

D a.r ·r. Go b r: 

4.34 <! outh Grand ve., 
Fort T '"'I .as ~ Ky. 

D c . 30, 1 41 . 

encloSing h re ith copy of an article thich 
111 ppe r in the ext nu.c' er of the Ustamp 

Specio.list . u ~ y I inquire 1f you have any 
obj ctlon ~ ny state ents made? I rum enclosing 

1 h co p11 nts Q phot gr ph of the Emerson pair 
flD' hitt , an also one of your block • 

. 1 you kindly l~ t.urn copy at your conven1enc • 

.~ 



• • • 

1~/2-1 

_ear ir. Ashoro ~ : -

I reau your R.rtic E: w:tr-. ~r.h,ru-t; .our 

~e~ notLS Lith t~e r~~ash on your ~ta[d ~a~e it 

ar outstaruiY't, article. I hO.le you can tt.rn .p 

SOrYie I.e\, evid.E'T;CE.'. 1 1alla tyoe C trans"!:'e:r a!Jol.'t 

• 

;Z year.3 "'to : 1 sear~r'eLl ''.I recoras b 1,t C':D I t .tina 

nore 1 pl~ceJ ~t. P03sihlv it was one of t~e re­

corJea co lies c1S .L believe it 'IPS i'roTl1 the .ftorkncr 

colI ection • 

.... - I YWve YJ.O (,oJ Pl"!tion "'0 111 r stq e.nent:: in the 

::rtiC'le. 1 ,!'lve yo' t'lanr:e+ oer>m .... ssioYI tc u'e 7y 

Tl.!1me, 01 oei or whC't-hE- ve-you .i.n an,Y n:"nneI' you ae­

si.red ••• "'no th;:;1- .;t""na~ tor-ever. 

Thflnl oJ for t e l)hoto IS; tl1ey ~O with .1Y coi.­

Jection of e)tra-cJr~c~lla IteD~ C~ Do. 

CCAMAQUA Philo/elic Auction Sp.ciali.t PENNA. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

46 Langd.on Ave. 
Watertown,Mass. 

Jan. 7,1942. 

The photograph of the 5 cents 1847 pair is in hand 
for which I thank you. I believe you are warranted in describing the 
left position a double transfer, I assume the original entry, incom­
~letely erased, was bad. Imean it was not displaced enough to have 
mattered but was a messed up re-entry transfer probably twisted. If 
this assumption is good I can see no criterion which could serve to 
prove the item a printing error. 

Brown Wqs gifted with better than avr rage deductive reasoning 
power but he was not in fallible any more than the rest of us. The 
item appears to have a larger linear displacement at TTsn than at the 
upper left corner of the frame. Some might consider this evidence of 
a printing shift but I merely deem it signifies a very poor original 
entry. 

You may recall that in the Brown sale were several items which he 
noted as cracked plate. Such ot these items as I noted were for me 
scratches or abrasions that may occur when a plate is transferred , 
For instance I bought Lot#118 a #1 psition from Pl.#l noted cracked 
plate by Brown. There are superflous lines either side of the left 
frame line which I consider to be scratches. 

My reason for this is that these lines are similar to those we 
see on plate proofs where after transferring the gutters were not 
cleaned up by burnishing. Scratches of this sort show on some of 
the 1861 Issue proofs and again on one of the 2 cents 1873 plates. 
That is where Brown considered these marks cracks I infer that PL • 
#1 was not carefully cleaned before going to press. 

To you this may be trite or perhaps I make it out worse than Brown. 
With best regards, Iremain, 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 0J~"""t 



.. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 

434 South Grand Ave. 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

46 Langdon Ave. 

Watertown, Mass. 

De c • 29 ~ 194 1 • 

I do not know of a duplicate of the TlDn double 
"-

transfer nor am I famliar w.ith the Emerson item and have no idea 
II 

as to its status. I consider it questionable to catalogue a 

variety when there is no known duplicate. I have seen printing 

shifts on 5 cents 1847 stamps in the left numeral. 

I have yet to see an item that I could positively allocate to 

the right pane of Pl. 2 which together with the scarcity of PI.2 

stamps makes me wonder if the plate had more than 100 positions. 

With best regards, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

~rJ (ib~~t 

.~ 



Do 1" llr • ~urr . , 

434 ~outh Grand Ave •• 
Fort Tho~as, Ky. 

Jan. 2 , 1942. 

our prompt r ply to roc nt letter. I 
pr ssion that I had s nt you at on time a 

E1 er on pair lh!_ch had the unique liD" 
I ~ enclosing 0. print hero ith with -

I quit agree ith you that unleo "e nre fairly po itl of 
onsi t nt rioty. such ite~ sho ld not be lise d in the 

• U . • 1f' only on copy is kno in. lim ev r there haQ n v r 
been nny d bt n m::! mind that th If H \'las a con ist t pl te 
ari .ty , hene I ndv1 ed ~. Clark to lis it five years 

ago. In ontI" ~t I have consistentl advi list 
the Kn pp lO~ 1847 Double Trnn.f r . 

, rdl let 2. \n n. consider that over 4, 0,000 of 
the 5¢ to. ~s re printod it h rdly see~ logical to suppose 
thnt a pInt of 200 and a Int of 100 could have s pplied 
that number , un1e of cour 0 , one is disposed to b liev the 
1847 plate lore made of steel . 

I eriously doubt if Pl . 2 at nps 0.1" a scarce as ~orne 
up se . ~ r not po t1ve thnt ther ~er only tuo plates 

of 200. It is not beyond the rango f poss1billt os th t there 
ere three 1n 11. 

In regard to the nclosed photo,raph. Do you see ho Bro 
could hnv co ad th variety ~lth a kiQ ? 

ith th Co plim nts of th S a~o , 

Cordially yours, 

.~ 



---------------

r. Karl Burroughs, 
46 Langdon Ave ., 
ratortown~ as. 

Dear r. Burroughs: 

.34 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Tho as, Ky. 

Dec. 26, 1941. 

I am Irlting Q special artlcle ~or the next issue 
o~ the 1Ista .p Spec1a11st" on the 5~ 1847 arid I 
10uld like to be sure on one point, viz., 1s there 
a duplicate kno o~ the liD" oubl.e transfer? 
ill you kindly 1 t knm7 it you have ever beon 

ablo to locate Q copy. 

As you recall, t only known example as a hortz. 
pair, the rD, I the ~tnmp to le~t, in the Emerson 
collection. Th1 pair as discoverod about 1920 or 
1921 and since that time I have n ver been able to 
locate a duplicate. steve Broun as ot the 
opinion th lTD! a a p_~1nting error, probably hat 
P rry call an Imitation ShUt, rr or in common 
parlance, a "kiss." 

I 111 greatly apprec1ate a prompt reply. 

ith the Co~pli ants of the Season, I am 

Cordially yours, 

,-



Jr. J. 7. Sampson, 
Foute #1, 

I ~ Hollo ~ell, .ain. 

De r r. Sampson: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Tho as, Ky. 

Dec. 8. 1941. 

I a ondering If you ere ver able to dIg up copy 
of the 5¢ 1847, In" hift. I Illustrated this Double 
Trnn fer in the A.P. several years ago and stated that the 
only copy known as in the Emerson collection. It might 
interest you to kno'1 that th late st phon Brown, who by 
the way, as quit thorough student of the 5¢, mada an 
examination of the Emerson stamp and crume to the conclusion 
th t it as not an actual plate variety but that it s 

n rror of printing, that is, an ink shift or "kiss" as 
~~ some call such v leties. I could never agr e with him 

and have al ay contended it uas an actual pi te variety 
nnd duo to its xtrem scarcity it undcnbtedly came from 
Pl. 2. By the ay, it is a lovely double transfer and it 

ould indeed be nice to turn up a duplicate just to prove 
that becnu e only one copy of a variety is knovm that such a 
t ing does not prove the variety 'las not constant. 

fly I inquire if you have bad any luck? 

Cordially yours, 

; 



~. 

Jr . StAnl e .B . AsnLro ok, 
434 S . Grand vemue, 
Fort The>mas, ;y. 

Lear :~ . rtshLrook: 

Dec . 17, '41 

four letter dated DeC . cth has just reached 
ne via Hallov;ell, ,;aine. 

Stephen brown's opinion of t.he ::5merse>{l " " 
shift is !lev' to me . UnfJrtunately, I have never be~n 
able to uet. a olimpse :)f the s~amp in uesti::ln . And. 
whi e I bave been more or less 6u.rnestly seeKiJ,€ it 
f:)r some years, I have never run across another ex­
am p 1 e :) f the " D. " 

Reasoni.l, from anol-her a,gle, Brown's opin­
ion that the EmerSOl1 stamp is a "Kiss" see .. s m:)re rab­
able . How !!lany copies of he lie" shift 1ave JOu seen? 
I ("ave three :)f them, acquired lIithout s. ecial effort, 
which indicates either unusual luc~ or tnat mila de ree 
of scarc i ty :) ie i- oU.Ld na turall y ex. eCt wnere one subj ec t 
exists on the relatively li~tle-used Plate ~ . 

rtll rit:> t . i\l::l~. isn't it xc. t at O.llJ :me 
"!)" shou.Ld sh')\"; up in these several Jears, when ... t.eve 
Br~H'ln Cina y::lU 8.nd I and G::ld knows hJU JnClny other at-de t 
c:Hlectors have been ear1l8stl.j loo."i.r:.l- for it? IDen't 
tnis rather "leuu weig .. t to the taBorJ t.nat. liD" is n:)t 
c.) "stCint? 

ut I am in no p::lsiti::ln to areue ab:)ut it, 
fJr J:)u laVe seen the sta"l. and I haven't . 

ny chance :)f y:'H~r cornil':'u o-.{t tllis ~'f'.f t.r .. is 
winter? I' s:), I h:).,e \.e can have a talk. "y 1b47's, 
however, are all bacl~ on the east coast . 

.. itn all Dod \!ishes, 

.... inc erely, 
J . , ~~O, 



-' 

Mr. J . 'aldo Sampson, 
P. O. Box 284 , 
San Anselmo, Calif . 

Dear r . Sampson: 

Many thanks for ~Tours of the 17th. 

-- ---------

434 South Grand Ave ., 
For t Tho:nas , Ky. 

Dec . 30, 1941. 

I ani enclosing herewith a photograph of the Emerson pair of the 
5¢' 1847 with the "D" double transfer to left , which kindly 
accept with my compliments . 

Regarding the "C II
• I have never been able to locate r eh:tll'Bl 

five copies of which my record shows , t e are in your co11ection. 
In addition, I located a single with a part of the stamp to right 
and this small part shows it \"las a flC" . However , I can hardly 
count this as a sixth copy, but it does serve the purpose of a 
pair and shows the nature and character of the impression. 

I am anxious to obtain your reaction to this photograph. 
Steve Brown sa 1 the pair and examined it carefully. I also 
furnished him ~ith a print same as the enclosed. I could never 
agree with his conclusion because I do not think it possible to 
confuse a printing error with a consistent plate variety. 

No, there is no prospect that I 1ill get out to the Coast any 
time soon though !t'.twQuld be a pleasure to visit with a lot of 
friends in California. 

With the Compliments of the Season, 

Cordially yours , 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook. 
434 So. Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

N 

If-

Jan. 5, '42 

Yours dated Dec. 30th received today, 
and I am Tery greatly obliged to you for this "Jum­
bo size" print of the Emerson pair. 

I cannot claim to be expert in aeter­
mlnlng the fine pOints of difference between printing 
slips and true plate varieties, but judging solely 
from what this photograph shows I really see nothing 
to indicate that Steve Brown was right. And I'd like 
real well to believe him right,---that would so easily 
explain the whole matter! 

Your part-copy of Shift C is an inter­
esting addition to the group of known examples. I am 
still hoping to run across something that will serTe 
to link the two,---C and D. Probably a vain hope, but 
miracles do happen t~ those who hustle while they wait, 
and the increasing publicity this issue receives (thanks 
largely to you) makes the discovery of new material more 
probable. 

I am starting east tomorrow morning, ioing 
as far as Chicago and probably to New York, on a short 
business trip, returning here in a couple of weeks if 
all goes well. I'll let you know "if or when" anything 
turns up relative t~ these two positions. 

Sincerely, 



4..> 

.p on, 

11' . 

d . 

c 

; 

• 

our , 

'I t='I , 

t .l.~ L 
rlety . 

d 

t p 0-

.~ 



Dr. Ral 
Greent 

D ar Doc: 

Pa JlO , 
s • 

434 South GI'and Av ., 
Fort Tho 5, Ky . 

Doc . 26, 1941. 

m ~1tlng a pacinI article for tho next issue 
of the 'Sta p Specialist" on the 5¢ 18_7 nd Z 

o ld like to b uro on one pOint, viz. is there 
duplic to 0 rm of th!~ "D" double tr sfer? 

111 you '-indl lot 0 if ou hav ever been 
bl to locat copy. 

au 7111 r call, the only k oun exe. Ie was a 
hor1z. pair, the D. " the stw:lP to left, in tho 

r on colloction. This pair s discoverod b ut 
1920 r 1921 and since that ti e I have never been 
ble to loca.to dupl c tee stev Bra m me 0 t e 

~ opin 0 the liD'" printing error, probablJ hat 
Perry calls.. itatlon Shift," or In c on 

4.. par nc , a "k ss." 

I 111 appreciate a pro pt r ply. 

of the Season, I m 

Cordially our, 

, I 





~r . Dan'l F. Kelleher , 
7 wiater St ., 
Boston, ,(ass . 

Dear Dan: 

434 South Grand Ave~, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Jan . 2 , 1942. 

Here~.ith a. photogl'aph of th Emerson pair with rrfy' cOI!1pliments . 

Y s" b 1l8.S 
Ii e correctly 
I thought :t 
( Har:1.1TItl t t ) • 

~~1te proud ot this pal and if u~ memory sar as 
I discovered it i his col'.oction but at the time 

as tl e II 0" ofuhioh only one copy was tnel kno",m.. 

I had Bob end thi pair to me and \ihon I conpare . it with a 
p otor;r ph of Dan' lie" I found it 1:;as entirely diffe:i.""cnt . 
Late'" ob acquired Dnn' "e tl of i iob now tl ere are :flv }~nown . 

Perhaps you will recall how teve argued with me that Emerson's 
tiD" :ras no plate var·~ty bu just a kiss. steve hn £iever 1 
sLlilo.r cr cked notions . · I never o:med a. Oll or t Dtl and neither 
did "eoofras mOT. 

I have the ol~igj.n 1 negatl ve I made 1n 1921 of t''lia pair- but the 
prL t enclosed is fro a negative I rr.ade in February 1. 36, hen 
I a ain h d Bob senu it to ma e Just think in all thoso yearn no 
duplic te, but thi is confidential a.hd plea 0 don't r.lontJ.on to 
anyone, bacEl.u. e I !ant to get ,-,ome of those flk1sQ' expert out 
on a limb . 

Recently I d1 covered a: "D11 and that do you think t . s in'? Of 
a 1 tlings in a li n block of four . Can you beat thnt for luck? 

So ou see Dan it is n genuine plate 'r rloty but it too e 20 
yoaro to prov it boyond all question. 

Happy l1e Ye r to ycu. an Bill . 

Cordially your , 



434 South Grand ve. 7 
Fort Tho as, Ky. 

Dec. 2 , 1941. 

~. D '1 F. Ke1lehe~. 
7 tar t •• 
Bo ton. ass. 

Dear Dan: 

I .11 

Ith t 

cl 1 artie e for the n xt issue 
p SpecIalist" on tho 5¢ 1847 and I 

to b ur on on poInt. ViZ., is hera 
the £Inti doubl transfer 
e kno if you have GV r en 

ppr 01 te 

ex plp as a 
p to left, in th EDer­
discov red about 1920 

pro pt r 

een abl to 
of the opinion 

hat Po"'ry 
on parlance, a 

C pi! nt or the eason, I 

Cordially yours, 

.~ 
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-Courtesy of Raymond Ashbrook, 3577 Raymar Drive. 

These two gentlemen gave the theater-goers of bygone years 
many a "belly" laugh. They used to come pretty regularly to the old 
Grand Opera House, now but an active memory to those who enjoyed 
its comforts and pleasures along about the turn of the century 
and before. The actors depicted are Dabol and Wilson In "Erminie". 
The incomparable Francis Wilson is seated. 



J 

Ir . 'ZI'l.l. D. Cole , 
:iyac ?" , n. v . 

Dear :z: 

434 South Gr'and ·;;e ., 
FOl~t Thomas , Ky , 

Duo . 15, 1941. 

Take it from m th Red ne d has no system nor any key . I 
do bt if h 'nows ~ much bout ~ i)n rate COVOI'S as you ao. 
rrh re is 0 paL tlcular key t spotti faked covers . One h.-
to k 0-' t s end the xchange lTL'_I'king , this s the only safe-
guarCi. . The .... 'akar ..., .... 0 k o'rledge of such data , hence hs is 
boun to trip u;p. Onl - in th laE't six. months hav ! locally 
buekl d do ill to the r tus and usos -of t~o POI' od subsequent to 
186v nd belicv mo , I am ~ ily .ct ing my record in better s ape . 
Au t Colson, h hated Knapp, hene in his opin10n all of lcnapp'a 
1U69 cove s er .Lukes . ~T tUl"a ... 1y this is not truc . E.e has se n 
a lot of ~are8ki' rork and it is quito possible that ~are8ki r s 
on hand a lot OJ. fake handst Colson has ~canny memor~ 
md re.. 0 J.b rs fok o. On the ot :r- hand, he does not kno~i rates 

of! tl a .. ings of Jcchange _al~·ings . 

I n v r exo. lL.ed tho Knupp 1869 cov rs carefully - jUEt glanced 
thru th '1.d checked of£ those I tbou~ht .1 re good and bad , then 
1 tor I cb c: d the u s , ates , markings, te., as best co Id 
1'1"'0 the photograpr s . Hou f r s my guess VT.t"One; 0·'1 lot 1779? 
Yo probably bought this for roodYI ,7.ho nt it to Colson &nd 
Cols ~ ... aid 1 t IUS bad. noody thinks Colon is a God and b 1 eves 
eveI'ythl'~b th Lous t 11 hi ... . 

. Colson mo'ls genuine 1869 cov ~s \1hy di6. he try to ell that 30¢ 
fake to Martin which Bouren il1ustrat d? Colson has a ~ystem of 
condemn! or ry cove. wInch does not hou on its face that it 10 
perfectly good beyond any quostion. His hoI, gmn 1s to kill every 
sale he can by any d aler in the country. ., JE~ he is no 'Izard 
nd he is not half LO drunn keen as ho claims he ls . Any item 

Colson h s is good, no matter hovo( lOllS it is, any item r.ny com­
petitor has is a fa~e . 

dam.."'l dogon~rate (you 'mo t bat lC called then when 16 went to 
school) wJ.ll lie and reSort to any lousy trick to "..t>'l: so~.aone he 
ha.tes ... 1te their chiei' chmoac-;',eristlc to hate 0.11 normal human 
bei • 

Considor cove 1779 . & ely th uho1e thing is not a fake . Th~t 
UrD" and tho London are not fo.k , ne1th r is the French.; f thls 
cover is a. fak .... , then the SO¢' was substituted for some othel- stamp. 
'fIh re York •• is illegible, honc I can't form ny consluslon 
fro th illustration. I don't want to ask SOIlren ror a photo of 
this cover but could ou get one from him for me? 

I know:: damn ·'ell that mail could be s nt thru England after Jan. 1, 
1870 at the former Fr noh r tea but -I have no data on hand regarding 
th U. ' • - Br1 t sh ar ail amant . here aro plenty of genuine us f.) to 
Franc in 1870 of 15¢' nnd 30~ r te . I can't be 'rong on t ... "lis but 

upposo I a. , and that mail could not b sent to Fr c at formor 



... 

112. 

,r . Ezra D. Cole, Dec. 15, 1941. 

r at s thru. Engl nd. If this 100S a fact and Colon kno'v{ it to be 
a fact th n of course very- cover t o Franc ft r J n . 1 , 1.870 
"lit 5¢ - 30¢' n 45~ rater' Vlould b , (in his opi. ion) .fakes . 

I can' t un or tmld i. hy lot 1778 sold so 10. This cover i s as good 
a old. 

or 

~ t John 
9 and 

A ne r s 
I find out 

v ry on arro.ng d 

"I saw the cover 
Do not Imow rho 

de ler in L.Y. C. 

, ho ould have ~~ rn 
nly 0 Id . I think 

Ead tuff and 11. 
yJt but I goin to 

r . Someone b tter come clean 
o this cover . 

T 1" is to 
\7 <:.< dr 199it 
B-"'ld 11 th 

cl of t is furmy busin c _d it. about time SO!:laon 
it ou 1n the op n . c n do 0 0 th u en's taste 
all to !O cO hell . 

R - the Rust 7 1 . Could you arr to end 90 Ten m k 
a photo and in Iu it in record. You kno a detail d 
r co·u of ev ry 7 IE hav vcr been bl to locat , gardless of 
i ts c ndition. f you can't nd t e item, 7111 you se_d me a com­
pI t description. 

Th k Vall y must be a gem. Sure "IlOuld love to ee it :ind r cord 
i • 

G ss that cov r hin • 

many 1847 use 
arly iLlpI" aeio 

our to ., 

!hat 1850 
. - ~in ~~r vings? 

t bout 
but am 
ss of c nd.1-

true that t 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

COLLECTORS C L UB 

II .' 

E Z R A D. COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

NYACK, N. Y. Telephone Nyack 964 

~ecember 16 , 1941 

~r . ~.B . shbrook . 

Ihve you t~i ven up on the Carri er '''esearch? I 
haven ' t and look ~t the enclosed COV8r. This is qUite 
an interestln~ cover . ~o you have a co~y of Lambert 
VI. Gerber's 8.uctlon c!'ltalog of the Dr. ~ul:ecollection? 
~h8 s~le is to be helu Janu~ry 22nd and 23rd . If so, 
look at lot 736, or Getter yet, \.rite hill and ask him 
'GO send it on inspection . I c!'1n l t quite figure it out 
from the Dho'Lograph. Donlt . ~et anyone else all e:>(cited 
about it, for I would like to try and buy it myself , 
for my own collection . 

3everal things have turned U) in the Rust lot . Nill 
write you about these when I get them all in shape.une 
nice thin.~ is ~ sUD01imentary mail cancellation an a 10¢ 
1857, that should be ~ood , for he bJU bt lt in 1901 . No~ 
a wonder:ul C00Y or strike but a nice one to have for 
reference DurDoses . 

Please ac c ent the enclosed block of "intermedi3.te" 
~ony wxpress stamps ~ith my cO~D1iments . Jerry Christmas. 



J 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

II 
E Z R A D . COL E RARE POSTAGE STAMPS 

N YACK, N . Y. Telephone Nyack 964 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 So. Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

December 18, 1941 

The enclosed cover was sent to me by Ed Bauer and 
see his letter. Have you checked this for the type or is 
he kidding me? It looks like the type Ia stamp to me, 
but there is not enough of the bottom to be absolutely 
sure. In any event, I am only offering him $25.00. If 
he accepts the offer, can we make some money together at 
this price? I am going to continue this in the hope that 
some day, we can sell something and make a profit. 

.~ 

Everything about lot 1779 in the Knapp sale looked 
all right to me. Of course, you realized that, or I would 
not have bought it. After examining it carefully, I think 
that all of the postmarks on the cover are probably all 
right, with the exception of the Castorville,Texas post­
mark. This of course, makes the whole cover doubtful again. 
I also bought lot 1715 for a check and I think this is bad too. 

> 

vith reference to the 1870 rates and the 1869 issue, is 
it not possible that we have both over-looked something. 

now about the war of 1870? Paris was beSieged and pos­
sibly there was no mail during certain periods. This is 
something that Colson would know end at least I did not 
think of it before. Possibly the Encyclopedia Britannica 
would be our clue. 

You know perfectly well that I do -lOt care for Colson 
but I do think tha~ he was pretty near right about Knapp's 
1869 covers. I bought the one that I thought was surest of 
being ~nuine and it turned out to De a fake. Of all the 
rest, only 1778 was above reproach. The reason it did not 
sell a~ a bigger price ~as because it did not look too 
attractive. As I remember it, the stamp had a washed out 
look and the red postmark instead of making it look better, 
made it appear worse .dCJl it was. 
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434 ~ th Grand ATe •• 
Fort Tho a ~ Ky. 

D c . Gl . 1941 . 
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i d to your Ie t • 

C i ed ne 
th lot 

cmd the 
I knoi'f re 
i cies . 

I i.l 
ts r '.c .O. II 

t oBed c fro ~ :y file, 

, (1f Duin J h vo th 
. Y. with '6 . this a c d .t 

rat , n on 6! on n vO¢ 
n Ii! .it d ta I do ot 

18'70 resp ctinG rr nch . 1 , ..,0 
t is d t . If I cou1 t it, I 
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r . Ezra D. Col , D e . 21~ 941. 

Be t or \dsh 
rOUl? elf . 

for a 'erry Xm to J an, the fi 

Yours te ., 

pair and 
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Kr . Ez . D. Cole , 
Nyack , 'N .Y. 

Dear Ez: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Jan. 3 , 1942 . 

.aybe we \ ore \7.rong on Bartels - Note the enclosed which 
came ith the Beaver cover . I have made an excellent photo 
and ,,111 s nd you a. print if you wish. Ez , I think you 
are undoubtedly 1I'ong on this ite, . I exnmined it carefully 
under my lamp and while the Beaver stamp has shifted its 
po ition slightly it ce ta'nly did originate on this cover . 
The lamp proves this as the letter p per he an age ata n 
beneath the stamp. In addition, tho grid on the 5¢ is 
the SrulO as the one on the Beaver . And finally ~here 1 no 
Can dlan due marking . There certainly would hav been ha 
there beeiLno Beaver stamp. 

I made careful tracings of both gr.ds and they are a perfect 
match. 

The uction sale was phony ~s this letter proves. It must 
have been rot red nth a limit of 'tt-400 . :by didn't J. ~ . be 
f~ank and tell me this? Pleas eep this confidential . All 
I ~anted was to ee the cov r and examine it. As I succeeded 
I have no axe to rind . 

Yours etc., 

,I 



Stamps January 4, 1941 7 

:J)eaJ olettel' Office 
BENJAl\1;IN FRANKLIN, as 

deputy Crown Postmaster Gen­
eral for the American Colonies, 

instituted many workman-like im­
provements in the post office. Most 
of these advances in postal service 
resulted from Franklin's experiences 
as Postmaster at Philadelphia. 

Franklin instituted a uniform ac­
counting system, he introduced local 
delivery on letters not called for at 
the post office--for delivering these 
letters an extra fee was charged 
(creating the so-called "penny 
post"). Franklin instituted the sys­
tem of printing, in the Gazette, his 
newspaper, a list of letters unclaimed. 

This may not be the beginnings of 
what is currently known as the Dead 
Letter Office of the United States 
Post Office, but there is no doubt it 
had its influence on the members of 
Continental Congress. 

That body on July 26, 1775, estab­
lished the postal system for the 
Thirteen Colonies. The need for 
definitely better postal service, for 
the benefit of the newly-created un­
ion was soon obvious, and so was the 

, d " need for what might be terme cen-
sorship." The Continental Congress 
by R esolution of October 17, 177~: 
created "an inspector of dead letters 
whose duty it was to examine dead 
letters, also "to communicate to Con­
gress such as contain inimical schemes 
or intelligences, to preserve letters 
containing valuable articles, and not 
to divulge the contents of letters to 
any but Congress." 

This Act and later supplemental 
acts created the Dead Letter Office in 
the 'united States Post Office, but it 
was not until 1825 that the Dead 
Letter Office was "set up" as a sepa­
rate division of the United States 
Post Office. ( At least the official 
records seem to point to that deduc­
tion despite the fact that the term 
"D:ad Letter Office, P. O. Dept." is 
known as a handstamp on mail re­
turned to senders, prior to 1825). 

D etailed reports of the 1825-35 
period are not to be had, but the 
record indicates there were 380,000 
letters handled by the Dead Letter 
Office in 1830, and 500,000 in the 
next year, with 900,000 for 1839. 
The transactions increased from year 
to year. 

While prepayment became com­
pulsory in 1856 and tile use of adhe­
sives became compulsory in the fol­
lowing year, the regulations were 
violated to the point where the postal 

By HARRY M. KONWISER 

Typical Dead Letter Office Markings. 

officials gave notice, in 1860, that 
unstamped letters would be sent to 
the Dead Letter Office. 

Later, a penalty was imposed on 
letters returned to the senders, from 
the Dead Letter Office, in Official 
Envelopes, printed "Due 3 cents" or 
"Due 6 cents." Cover Collectors 
are familiar with these covers, of 
course. In 1935 the fee for returned 
mail, from the Dead Letter Office, 
was made five cents. 

During the years of the fee sys­
tem, large sums of money have been 
paid into the Post Office Department, 
and it may be stated as a fact that 
while the United States Post Office 
system has improved to the point 
of being one of the most efficient pub­
lic bureaus in the world, the users 
of the postal system are still careless, 
in their letter-addressing. 

This story is not now, however, 
that of the Dead Letter Office. Data 
on this system, from its beginnings, 
has been assembled by this writer 
for many years and is now being 
whipped into shape for a "big story" 
for this paper, self-scheduled for 
sometime during the coming year. 

At the moment the thought is to 
gather in every possible type of mark­
ing employed by the Dead Letter 
Office, and to that point is shown, 
herewith illustrations of the three 
"most common markings"-in the 
sense these were used for many years. 
Readers who collect covers are cordi­
ally invited to advise the writer, care 
ST AMPS, of handstamps not listed 
below. These marks are dated. 

1817-51. DEAD LETTER OFFICE 
P. O. DEPT. (Red or black circle). 

1828. DEAD LETTER OFFICE. G. 
P. OFFICE. (Red circle). 

1852-58. P. O. DEPARTMENT 
DEAD LETTER OFFICE. (Black 
circle) . 

1858. SAINT LOUIS, MO. , JAN. 1, 
1858, DEAD. (Black circle). 

1858-64. DEAD LETTTR OFFICE. 
P. O. DPT. (Black or red oval). 

1861. DEAD LETTER P. O. DEPT. 
(Black oval). 

1862-64. P. O. DEPARTMENT 
DEAD LETTER OFFICE. (Blue oval). 

1862-68. Post Office Department, Re­
turn Letter Office. Due 3 cents. (Due 
6 cents). (Printed Official Envelopes 
with "Notice to the Po tmaster" at the 
right.) 

1863. DEAD LETTER OFFICE. 
(Blue circle). 

1863. Post Office Department, Dead 
Letter Office, Due 6 cents. (or FREE). 
(Official printed Envelopes). 

1865-72. SENT D. L. O. (Red circle). 
1867. U. S. D. L. O. 1867. (Blue 

circle) . 

HARMER, ROOKE 
NE,W YORK AUCTIONS 

551 FIFTH AVENUE 

PUBUC SALES 

January 8, 9, 1941 
at Collectors Club 

British Colonies 
Collection 

and 
Wholesale Lots 

NOW ON EXHIBITION 
JANUARY 13, 1941 

11 :15 A.M. & 2:30 P.M. 
at 

68 NASSAU STREET 
Gregory Mozian, Auctioneer 

"EARL OF eRA WFORD" 
IMPORTANT COLLECTION OF 

UNITED STATES 
PROOFS and ESSAYS 

The finest lot of India and Card Proofs 
& Essays. including Atlanta Tri a l Color 
Proofs in sets. 

Note the Time and Place 

Miscellaneous United State's 
an'd Foreign Stamps 

JAN. 22-24, 1941 

CA T ALOGUES SENT FREE 
We a r e at your service, both at New 
Yorl' and London. if you are a buyer or 
seller at auction OJ' private saJe. 

Harmer, Rooke & Co. 
GORDON HARMER, Resident Director 

551 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 

The World's Leading 
Stamp Auctioneers 

London Office: 
2 ARUNDEL ST., STRAND 
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1866. SENT **20 1866. (Three lines, 
boxe~. (On Official Envelopes). 

1863. CHICAGO ILLS. DEAD. (Blue 
circle) . 

1865. DEAD LETTER OFFICE U. 
S., MAY, 1865. (Blue circle). 

1868. Spelling as 1865, with "U.S:' 
at bottom. (Circle). 

1876. DEAD PHILA. POST OF­
FICE. (Magenta circle). 

1876-97. DEAD LETTER OFFICE 
U. S. A. (Blue triangle). 

1879-90. Official Envelopes. (Various 
Printed). 

1883. DEFICIENCY IN ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED AT DEAD LETTER OF­
FICE. (Magenta circle). 

1883. Post Office Department, Divi­
sion of Dead Letters. (White printed 
notice attached to envelopes). 

1887. D.L.N.Y. (Black circle). 
1888, etc. Triangle, Circle, S, .Square, 

Six-pointed Star. (As printed on Official 
Envelopes, indicating Division handling 
the letter). 

1890. D.L.O. RECORD No ••.... 
(Magenta, boxed). 

1890-1905. DEAD LETTER OF-
FICE, Minor Letter, etc. (Four lines 
Red). 

189l. REGISTRY BRANCH-COR­
RECT-JAN. 20, 1891-P. O. Dept.­
DEAD LETTER OFFICE. (Magenta 
oval). 

1897. DEAD LETTER OFFICE F. 
D. (Magenta circle). 

19O1. DEAD LETTER OFFICE­
RECEIVED IN BAD CONDITION­
OCT. 30, 1901-FOREIGN DIVISION. 
(Four lines, Red). 

1903-06. Post Office Department, Dead 
Letter Office. (Printed form). 

,1938. DEAD LETTER BRANCH. 
LAWRENCE, MASS. (Two lines, Ma­
genta). 

These markings have all been seen 
by the writer for the years noted. 
Readers who help complete this list 
will be given full credit in the "big 
story" now in the making. 

• Rio Parana Launching 

THE second unit of the fleet of four new 
passenger and cargo ships which are 

under construction for the South Ameri­
can ~rvice of Moore-McCormack Lines 
was launched Dec. 18, 1940, at the yard 

..pf the Sun Shipbuilding & Drydock Com­
pany, at Chester, Pennsylvania. This ship, 
named the Rio Parana for one of the 
great rivers of South America, went down 
the way a month after her sister ship, the 
Rio Hudson, bearer of the name of a 
great North American river, and we are 
indebted to Justin L. Bachrach for a 
launching day cover specially cacheted 
foe the event. 

The Rio Parana will be followed by 
two sister ships, the Rio de la Plata and 
the Rio de Janeiro. Each of these ships 
is 17,500 tons displacement, 492 feet long, 
69 feet 6 inches beam, and 27 feet 4 
inches loaded <lraft. Each ship will ac­
commodate 196 passengers and have 
440,000 bale cubic feet cargo space, in­
cludiPlg 40,000 cubic feet for refrigerated 
cargo. 

• Parker Haydon Publishes 
"Old Stamps" 

OLD STAMPS is the name of the 
Haydon News Sheet which will 

January 4, 1941 Stamps 

supply the Buro Fan with a complete re­
port of Prexy and Defense Buro's. Each 
month they will add the new ones re­
ported issued. 

Says Parker Haydon-
"October was feast month for U. S. 

collectors with eight new U. S. Stamps to 
chase. November gave the Buro Fan 
thirty eight new Defense and ten new 
prexys to chase and forbid the post­
masters to 'Sell 'Em' to collectors to lend 
zest to the chase. 

"The Haydon Buro Prexy Pre catalog 
has been published monthly the last seven 
months. It has grown naturally into a 
magazine form to supply Precancel news 
on this special group of a Major Variety 
of U. S. Postage. 

"Old Stamps will contain one article 
each month on early U. S. prices. The 
subscription rate is sixty cents a year. 
Sample copies are available." 

• 
Caribbean Trade Cruise 

SAILING from Havana in January, an 
Official Transport of the CUBAN 

Government is to go on a Commercial 
Cruise carrying an Economic Mission and 
an Exhibition of exportable Cuban Pro­
ducts. It is to visit all the ports of Mex­
ico, British Honduras, Guatemala, Hon­
duras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Curacao, Trinidad, 
Martinique, Guadaloupe, Puerto Rico, 
Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba. On 
board this Official Transport of the Cuban 
Government there will be in operation a 
Post Office which will handle covers with 
special stamps and cancellations with spe­
cial marks from all ports of call. Further 
particulars can be obtained from Colonel 
J. K. Ross-Duggan, Headquarters House, 
Hillsboro, N. C. 

• 
Kent Stiles on WWRL 

KENT STILES, Stamp Editor of the 
New York Times, spoke on A Phila­

telic Review of 1940 with a View to 1941 
during his guest appearance on Walter 
Kaner's Stamp Man program presented 
over WWRL, 1500 kilocycles, New York, 
on Sunday December 29th at 8 :45 P.M. 

As has been his custom for many 
years, Stiles, who conducts the stamp 
page in the American Boy, reviewed the 
important events in the stamp world dur­
ing 1940 and discussed their significance 
and effect on the hobby. An analysis of 
the stamps issued by the various govern­
ments during the past turbulent year was 
made, and a look into the stamp picture 
as it appears for 1941 was offered by the 
veteran stamp writer whose annual re­
view of philately has become an event 
awaited by collectors throughout the 
country. This marked the first time the 
annual review had been broadcast for the 
benefit of the thousands of stamp col­
lectors in the metropolitan New York 

FULL MARKET ______ ~ 

.------PRICE PAID 

Prompt action if you wish to tell 

your collection-large or .mall. 
M. LEYI ______ ,;I 

33 Eo 70th SL, New Y •• Y. 

CUBA PENNY BLACK 
Mini Used en. 

Souvenir Sheet. (lx4), AIr.... I .VO 11.10 11. .. 
GuUer block ofS .tampe..... 2.00 • . 00 
C. G. block 8, "';tb Cram... .. • 2.50 . ... 
C. G. block l .. lampo... ..... 3.00 ... . .. .. 
Plat. I block . ... .......... 1. 00, Slngl. .11 
Medical sheel (lx4).......... .26 .50 1 ." 
Medical C. L. block4 (2).. . . . 1.10 • . 00 

Brazil N. Y. Fair 
3 Sheeto of 10 ............... 12 .00 13 .50 11.01 

Luxemburg. 
1217 Royal Famll7.......... .76 .96 1.10 
1126A Sbeet of 6 ............ 6 .00 6.00 
1126B, l32A. 133A ..... h 11.50. 
IlaUA, 17~; 1146A, 116.00; IU8A, $30.00. 
I50A, 110.00; I63A, 127.50; 182A, $16.50. 
IOMA, $6.00; 068A\ 17.60. 
IB20-4 Charlotto aoa Felix 5 x 25, 127.50. 
BRAZil. 10th AnnIv. Nail. Revolutioo .. .. ... ... • .. 

I. J. WEINSTOCK, QueeDI Villa .. N. T. 

WURTTEMBERG 
#0 33·39· . . •..•......•.. . •.••• '.60 
o 64·88· •••.••.•..•••...•.••• 1.10 
0136-145· •.•••••.....••. .•• •. .10 
Price List: Germany, Statea and Colon1ett 

STAMP EMPORIUM, INC. 
140 NaB.au St •• New York 

By Securing tile Bentees of tb. 
Phllat.lI, Research Laboratorl... , ••. 
PARKE·BERNET GALLERIES, INO. 

America'. Leading Auction Gallerie. offer uneQualled 
lacil1Uee for lne disposal ot important fibllateU. 
properties. 

For Ter,"", and Dedrabl. Date., ~ddr ... 
PARKE·BERNET GALLERIES, Inc. 

30 East 57th 5t. New York, N. Y. 

General Collectors 
OUf approval books contain 250 stamps each. ...t..U 

are neatly mounted and correctly catalogued. Ar­
ranged alphabetically. Se\'eral booklets sent at ODe 
time. Prices average 1/3 cataJolue. Reterenoea. 
please. A trial aelection will convince you. 

Philip W. Burtner 
147 N. 5th St. Readme. PL 

Free Appraisal 
Fair Prices 

Prompt Payment 

Booklet of I"for""tion 

area . .-___________ ...:...:!!!!~!!!!!~!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!~~~ 

MINT ONLY NEW 
WE DO NOT TALK VERY MUCH ABOUT IT-BUT WE ARE SUPPLYING OUR CLIENTS 
WITH THE NEW ISSUES OF THE WORLD just as we have for 20 years-It is bard to 
get today ADEQUATE STOCKS of tbe Charity and Occupation sets of Eurol>6. so we seldom 
ADVERTISE THEM-But we get tbem as promptly as possible and SEND THEM OUT. 
A GRAND WAY TO START THE NEW YEAR is to travel by the CHERRY BLOSSOM 
ROUTE along THE NEW ISSUE TRAIL--A huge group of satisfied collectors will tell you so. 

P 0 L A N D #356·365~SMALL NUMERAL SERIES-set of nine ....•.•. $1.67 
CRACOW PICTORIALS--Beautiful set of 12 pictures ........ 1.65 
RED CROSS-Four overprints on pictorialo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.57 

These tbree sets are all for German·Occupied Poland-Prices may be lower someday and 
they may be bigher-Who ean tell ? 

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP A 
34-41 7STH ST., JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK M 

J. Avery Wells Telephone HAvemeyer 4-2202 J. Van Kirk Wells 
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A Chip Off the Old Block 

THE following contribution to his 
monthly school paper by Stanley B. 

Ashbrook) J r., indicates that he may in 
time follow in the footsteps of his father, 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, one of our fore­
most philatelic students: 

"My hobby is stamps. I go with my 
Dad all over the country to stamp conven­
tions. I buy stamps there. When I was 
in the Third Grade I saved my lunch 
money until I had $3.50 to buy a stamp 
album. I got $2.00 for illY birthday and 
my mother gave me $4.60 which I spent 
on stamps. At Buffalo I bought some im­
portant stamps. I like my hobby very 
much. I collect stamps because it is fun." 

r SELL YOUR STAMPS IN THE 
- ' ~ 
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r:. arry B. Keffer, 
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re' H ven, Conn. 
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r . Harry B. Keffer, Nov . 17 , 1941. 

under the la p , hence there 10 a chance that 'there was n ub­
t1tution • 
. 

C r..sider tha period. Aug. 4th to 17th, 18 ,0 . ~ne Franco German 
VIa! had broken out the middle of July . Tho U. S.-"'rench postal 
troaty had expired on Jan . 1 , 18'70, henee we hnd no treaty \11th 
F anea at t 1s time , and , BO far as I knm. , there ms no "agreement" 
or n arraneement rt ho:r-eby let tel' from this country coul~ be prepaid 
to destin tion 1n France . This being the case one lou1d expeot 
that 0. letter like this wO'i.l.1d havo £.~ench "due" marking on it , but 
I have s en plonty of other c va of this same er10d 7h1eh are un­
doubt dly enuine and hioh have no PI' ncb. du rlB.rk!ngs . 

P rl po if t .. 
e c nnot 

con Rle, lot 1919? J'o'! I d dn't ox ina this 
mine 'i i a 30/' rat to I'rance in Oct . 1871, 
t ronch due rki s on ~he cover • 

• 

nl .. t is is 
not in al:L. 

i. , 

or 

10'1 lu Got 

r . 

t~s cov r OdeI' a fine au rtz 
.y opi 1.., III ch lore 

ca.:.not expla.in in 
y eyes ut I tW. 

r jar. 

oOnt lcb 

1 rop. I 
prof_clent than 
0. 1ettoI'voI' 
you l' 11 find 
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Mr . Harry B. Keffer, Nov . 17, 1941. 

a cnrtain aging around the letteri of 11 three postmar s . 

(1 
co 

• p . • 

i th my b t r ards , 

. . 

n sp' per files and Bee if 
Au t 5 h 1870. I would 

a sailing. You 
ship arr"ved at 
would be of the 

genuin , s cond 
The questions th n 

it faked o. r 0 th th 

e. t e e .lettor or~.gin ted at; e i YOT'k 

on t . cov r? 

d 1 t 

r or! .. ally b c use 
d but uld have 

• n tho 'eant 
rresponsible opin .ons, 

all 
don't p y 

ember that 
, COV ,r i a_e. 

Cordtally om.'>, 
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_34 South Grand v. s 
Fort Tho ., :y. 
n . t 1 41. 
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Co lly yours , 

pt 

ill 
1 no . 
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• C r rt , 
equal1%!, 

• • 

434 outh Grand Ave., 
Fo ~ Tho as , Ky. 

D c . Slot , 1941 • 

Del:r old: 

cover hie I ·trying to nc ulr 
t d in it a'" tt 

of 5¢ 
cor pondence 

pair 0 5¢ 1857 - Red 

on a andall 
6 h as 

verl d ail.u - pictorial 
Kn pp f1 st slap lot 

If ucceed in obt 1ning this cov r . C n 0 
a ric of 150. 00 . 

'ill 
be i 

1 e b return mail if you ould 
, ~ubject to ~o 1natl _ etc. 

°1th the Co pI! cnt of the e son, I 

Cordiall yo 9 , 



OARLISLE & JAOQ'CELIN 
120 BROADWAY 

.D.:. 2ta."1' ey B. .A s:lbrook, 
454 f. Grane Avenue, 
Fort Tho "IS, 

~ ntucky 

De..ar f"t~n: 

NEW YORK 

J r.nuary 7, 1941 

T ease excuse my n()t e.nsn·rir:z your :'I;)"tter ',(,fore tti:: 
but I h~ve just returnee frOL llor~ a. 

I eID practically t;~ving up ~tlli-P C'ollectlnt, f •• .1 h~ve 
lo~t Lntere~t fo~ mor8 r asons "th~n one. The fi~e~ is on account 
of .orl conQLt~onG rn~ thE reLl one ~~ because of ~he Knapp ~&le, 
for ret. onf tl ct ltrh'l'JP y,-lU C'::''1 guN~., :~.t \ tliC'h ~ 'iT[ S b ':'ng ::'0 

tE..~l .J,Ju "IlL, bd Je;:,s:.l}l [.tout a+'ter <:,ne sale • 

.. f ,,')U 'om~ ... 0 .lev York .... woulu likE' to ,JC'f yot. fl 'l have 
r t& l k ,:'th ym atout ~hiq the:re..+'orc I am ..,OL'ry .. lllt right no,: U' 

not interc .... t( (, L S 1 sa~,-, ""e.l.'orc. 

V~ry )~ncerel'y, 
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",:r . Harold ~ . Carhart , 
I Carlisle & J cquelin, 
l~O roadllD.Y, 
1 ew York, N. • 

y dear Hc.rold: 

Yours of tle 7th received. 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Jan . 12 , 1942 . 

I s~ppose that many of us get disgue ted at times and feel 
like ~ll1ng ~p stake~ and quitting, b t generally the lura 
~ll u~ back again and I sincerely trust that this will 
prove rue i your ca e . 

I an prayin th t you 1on't part with a silglo item in your 
collection but or the time being th t you ~ill lock up your 
m t rial so that it rill- all be intact wh n tho time comea 
trat you feel the urge to take it up ogain. 

On my next trip to 101 York I want to lunch rith you and \ 0 
can then discu s va al points mentioned in you.1' 1 tter . I 
am, in the ruea1time , hoping that the exporience of tho napp 
transaction did not in tho end prove s serious an I thought 
it might . 

Did you receive the 1 At R. G. Bulletin ' n may I ask did you 
~ead my rouarks? I tried to be as conservatire a~ possible 
because I 1iiaS conscious that you ere tn a way cOlmected. 
am f!ure however that one of your friends Vlill attach the 
slightest blame to you. 

Many tha ks for your check for ~.25 . 00 for the Research Group, 
which has been Quly credited. 

I am r..ot taking your remarks real ser ously, so I 'I 

co~~unicate '1th you fro~ t1me to tine , but 1111 e ruin from 
offerin any ite s . And by the ny , that cover a ~ndeed a 
lovely tam and as snapped up by quite a nice chap who likes 
westerns very much . rot Jessup . 

_ Blth all good 17ishes , boliev me 

Gincerely yours , 
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PLEASE ADDRESS ALL 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE 

TO THE FIRM 

FRED . JARRETT 
MANAGER 

; 

30 !iJloorSlreel'/fesl 

CYoronlo 

December 3, 1941 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I am sorry I have to write you rather 
hastily as I have been out of town and have 
to leave again in the morning. 

Really, I am not qualified to say much 
about the use of the 51 and lO~ 1847's from 
Canada. I think there are only two men whose 
remarks would be worthwhile and they are Dr. 
Louis Reford, University Tower Building, st. 
Catharine Street West, Montreal, or our good 
friend Alfred Lichtenstein. 

Yours very truly. 

FJ/h 

GREAT BRITAIN 
, 

THE GREGG PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 

51 RUSSELL SQUARE 

LONDON w.e.1 

.~ 
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• Fr d Jnrr tt. 
30 Bloor st . . st. 
Toronto, Can cia . 

Dr . Jarr tt: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Tho as , Ky . 

D c . 8 , 1941. 

Th nks very tlUch fo our kind letter of the 3M. y 
I k t t if at y ti you any cov ru ith U. S . 

nd Candian p us d n co blnat ion tha.t you ba r e 
n d . 

P rh p you 1 ht be 1nterested 1n kno ng about t 
follo ng cover. 1ch you m1 t he a seen at on • 

t any r a e B 

er and a 

I thl thi S 0 ~ th fin at 18 7 co ers that h v 
val' en. 

S nc r ly ours 

.~ 
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ope. They are either off cover or 
on small pieces of alleged "covers ." 
This seems strange in view of the 
fact that by far the greater number 
of Locals exist on cover. 

But "let's get to business, " as the 
Devil said, when he received a fresh 
consignment of philatelic "experts." 

That 3c. Nashville 
BY THE EDITOR 

~c o~ 

Ui' to some ten years ago Ameri­
can collectors accepted-albeit 
with occasional grumblings 

and unheeded protests-the listings 
and arbitrary classifications of Con­
federate Provisionals ("Locals") in 
our standard catalogs. The British 
as well as the Continental authori­
ties-habitually more circumspect in 
their compilations-were content to 
accept our dicta, copy our text and 
illustrations and pricings-and let 
it go at that. And thus we find in 
our own standard as well as in the 
foreign "catalogs a blissful harmony 
in matters Confederate, absent in 
the listing of every other country's 
stamps. They have simply been 
content with status quo, conveni­
ently oblivious to the evolution that 
has taken place in the last decade 
or two. 

Then dawned the era of research 
and investigation with its merciless 
searchlight and the dissecting scal­
pel, 1&:1 by such students as Gerald 
Curtis, Edward S. Knapp, George 
Walcott, Stanley B. Ashbrook and a 
few others. Their forum was The 
Southern Philatelist and its successor 
publications. STAMP AND COVER 
COLLECTING is still carrying on this 
work. The actors have changed. 
Younger enthusiasts have enrolled 
in the cause, and step by step we are 
clearing away the debris that hides 
Philately's Pompeii and Herculanum. 

Among the mooted questions 
concerning Confederate Locals that 
of the Three-Cent Nashville has 
occupied a prominent place. 

Aside from the fact that it repre­
sents the sole Provisional of that 
denomination known in the Con­
federacy, its authenticity has never 
been successfully challenged. Like 
the One Cent De La Rue stamp of 
the General Issues, it is acknowl­
edged to have been prepared for 
use but never placed in circulation. 
The reason for this is identical in 
both cases: an advance in the postal 
rate. Thus, while both stamps are 
eligible to the catalog, accompanied 
by the proper explanatory notes, 
there has been no evidence of their 
postal use up to this time. 

In view of these facts-and I 
shall continue to believe them to be 
facts until incontestable evidence to 
the contrary is forthcoming-what 
could be more tempting to the un­
scrupulous than the fabrication of a 
postmarked specimen of the Three­
Cent Nashville Local? And this has 
been repeatedly attempted . 

During the past twelve-month I 
have had two such pieces submitted 
for examination and opinion. And 
in each instance, as in the case of 
other deceptive Confederate fakes , 
there were the opinions of well­
known "authorities" who pro­
nounced these pieces genuine! This 
phase of the matter is strange and 
incomprehensible to me. 

Both pieces were fraudulent, and 
it is in the interest of all those who 
collect Confederates that I am essay­
ing to tell their story and describe 
these dangerous pieces. 

It is to be particularly noted that 
no used copy of this stamp has, as 
yet, turned up on the entire envel-

The first consisted of a paIr, off 
cover, of course, but beautifully 
postmarked in blue "Nashville, 
Ten. , Aug. 2, 1861". The stamps 
were genuine but the postmark was 
planted there long after the sur­
render at Appomattox. Its type is 
unknown among Nashville's can­
cellers. 

And now comes the latest culprit, 
represented by a single on a small 
piece of canary cover 1 Yz- inch 
square and postmarked in bright 
red "Nashville, Ten. Aug. 7, 1861" . 
This piece is an outright fake-both 
stamp and postmark being fraudu­
lent-and so obviously fraudulent 
that I am surprised at its being sent 
to me for examination! 

In this case the "manufacturer" 
attempted to reproduce the genuine 
stamp by means of photo-engraving. 
He evidently made an enlarged 
negative from a Nashville and then 
worked over a blue-print with pen 
and india ink, again reducing his 
drawing to normal size for the zinc 
etching. But he was a careless 
draughtsman, and failed to "follow 
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copy", with the result that detection 
is instantaneous - provided, of 
course, that one is a student of types 
and printing methods. Let us ana­
lyse this case. 

Heading this discussion is an 
illustration of the five types of the 
Nashville Three-Cent carmme. 
Were you to submit this to any 
skilled printer, he would tell you 
that five separate forms were set in 
types, surrounded by brass rules 
(lines). These strips of brass rule 
were mitered at the corners so that, 
when placed around the type-set 
form, they would "frame the pic­
ture" . Now, this framing rule was 
made up of eight pieces on each 
stamp. You may verify this by 
noting the colorless "breaks" in the 
framing lines. Remember this, for 
it is one of. your identifying marks. 
Next, note the large figure "3" in 
the genuine. There is a "break" in 
the lower loop, near the lower left 
" ball". And finally, familiarize 
yourself with the s·tyle of letter in 
the word " NASHVILLE". Note that 
there are "fat" lines and hairlines 
in the characters, which seem 
crowded together. This type is call­
ed "Condensed Boldface Roman" , 
because the style is unadorned, plain 
Roman; the downstrokes are exces­
sively heavy in comparison to the 
hairline up-strokes, therefore it is 
called Boldface; and finally, because 
each character is compressed-nar­
rowed- it is called "Condensed." 
Aside from a dozen or more minor 
identifying marks on the five types 
of the originals, these are the out­
standing characteristics of the gen­
uine stamp. 

And now turn to this counter­
feit. Note that the framing rule is 
not alone narrower (thinner) , but 
there is no "break" in its continuity . 
Next, take up the figure " 3" : There 
is no break in the lower loop, and 
the spur points precisely in the 
center of -the two balls, while in the 
genuine the spur points above the 
center, nearer the top ball of the 
figure " 3" . And finally, note the 

word "NASHVILLE" : the down­
strokes are much thinner, the "H" 
lacks its crossbar, the serifs of "V" 
and "I" join at the top, while the 
final "E" is excessively broadened, 
and "CENTS" is somewhat smaller. 

These deviations from the gen­
uine type are sufficient to establish 
the counterfeit. It is therefore hard­
ly necessary to point out the ear­
marks of the fake postmark in this 
case. It is not very probable that a 
genuine postmark could find its way 
to a counterfe1t stamp at this late 
day. Besides, Nashville never can­
celled in red. 

Now you know as much about 
detecting Nashville counterfeits as 
I-save probably a dozen or so ad­
ditional "minor points" of ink and 
paper and such-and may join the 
proud, high-hatted Order of Con­
federate Experts. I am not a mem­
ber of their fraternity. I merely 
have lots 0' fun sitting under my 
banyan tree and kicking the very 
stuffin's out 0' their wise decisions. 

And finally, let me repeat: In 
sending me Confederate pieces hr 
examination and opinion it is un­
necessary to tell me the history of 
the object, or that the owner is 
distantly related to General Lee or 
"Stonewall" Jackson. All such bed­
time stories have no bearing on the 
case. I am so callous in these mat­
ters that even link-ups with George 
Washington or President Roosevelt 
would not influence my decisions. 
On one occasion where a writer 
stated that a certain Confederate 
stamp had lay hidden in the family 
Bible for fifty years, my good friend 
Wm. S. Ahern, to whom I read the 
letter, opined that the Good Book 
evidently had not suffered from use 
in a long time. 

Long assoClatlOn with decent 
people will sometimes redeem hu­
man derelicts, but even a thousand 
years' contact with the New Testa­
ment will not cleanse a counterfeit 
Confederate stamp. 

Mr. Sheriff, trot the next case 
into the arena. 

Joel H. DuBose 
Joel H. DuBose was born in -

bert County, Ga., May 29, V 
His real activities in the stamp h 
started in 1895, when he became 
engrossed with the hobby that 
got into correspondence with co' 
tors all over the world, man; 
whom have become prominent 
ures in philatelic and 
fields, and with many of 
kept in constant touch to 

Several months before he be 
int·erested in collecting he 
an advertisemerit in the 
office of a stamp company 
to buy used stamps. As 
access to a vast amount of 
spondence he decided to save 
for the company. After 
gether several thousand he 
sorting them for 
various colors and designs 
tracted him that he decided ,t 
a collection; and as friends ht 
his new hobby stamps began 
ing in from all quarters. 

He wrote to consuls in all 
more important countries 
them to send him the nan 
stamp colledors interested 
changing. Because this wa. 
in the game and at a time 
public officials took special 
comply with such requests, 
quiries brought in a flood 
sponses, and many of the 
themselves sent him some 
from their personal and 
correspopdence. 

He joined the S. P. A. il 
and for several years took 
active part in the society's ac 
In 1902-03 he served as Pr 
of the society. 

He was also interested in 
relics, paper money, au tot, 
books and curios and contim. 
handle all lines until his death 

Mr. DuBose was a prolific 
for the stamp papers up to 
1925, and there are practically 
of the old time publications 
did not carry some of . his a 
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Mr . Y. souren , 
394 Park Ave . , 
!lew York, H. Y . 

D r Mr . Souren: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas, Ky . 

Nov. 26 , 1941 . 

Wl.l.en Teddy n h re 11th tho Knapp sa.le , he mentioned that 
among Kn pp ' papero , was a memorandum regarding a lO¢ rate 
to Franc in 1870, and pro sed to send me n copy of it . 
No that the rush of the sale is over, I would appreciate 
seeing this refer ncc . It evidently referred simply to the 
u unl hip rate of 10¢ to the frontier . 

'ill you be so k nd as to send me a. good photogra.ph of lot 
17"16 . Uy memo sho lG e. date on this of 1870 a.nd I cannot 
reconci1 the rate of 27¢ to Belg~um. There as no 27¢ rate 
to Beg11um, tor Jan . 1 , 1868, and I am ~ndering if the~e 
1s any poos1ble chance tha.t a..1'l earlier date on this cover ill'ru3 

ch _ged to one apparently re ding 1870. For examp1 , could 
the 24¢ 1869 have been substitut d for 24¢ l8~1. This cover 
h the • Y. Foreign Exchange marking 0 1f7 P .idlf and so far 
a I am aaare , this vas not used on any mail aftor Dec . 31, 
1867 . In addit on a use of a 3¢ 1861 in 1870 seems most 
unusu 1 . 

I would also like to rAVe a good photogr ph of lot 1788. Note 
th N. Y. Forelgn Exchange credit on this cover 1s only 3~. 
Thi w ~erfect1y O. K. for a single 15~ rat but does not agree 
~ith triple rate . Is it poss ble that the 30¢' 1869 was added 
to this cov r? 

Sincerely yours , 



J 

PRON E PLA.Z A 3 · 6077 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq. 
434 S. Grand Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Deer Mr. Ashbrook: 

o~~ r~~~ ~VD~~D 
~DW Y~~H,N.Y. 

November 28, 1941 

As soon as we come across the memorandum regarding the lO~ rate 
to France ?-ffiong Knanp's papers, I certainly will send it to you. 

As per your request, I am enclosing photogranhs of Lot 1776, 
fron t and ba.ck, which we hanpen to have, and Lo t 1788. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

YS: ijp 
Ene. nhotos 

; 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILATELIC RESEARCH 
LAdORATORIES, INC. 

By 

/ 
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,r. Y. Sou_an, 
394 Park va . , 
No [ork, 1 . Y. 

D r ~l'\ . So ron: 

pJ.·ov ..... 
judgme 
st a.rr:.p a ... 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dec . 4» 1941 . 

on thle 

au is thi~ . rookman of 
on t 1 1847 I for t e .. . 1 • 

nU8~ript to M . He slit to ~ake 
tff and of e "rks ! hed 

ed to him by 
th copy , I hou ht 
d mi }~t po s1 ly 

d h~ , that .Ln ry 
o :nor of the 

• 

.~ 
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{/2. 

Lr . Y. Sonren: ~ e . 4 , 1941. 

In th" CUl"l"ent issue of IIstamps fl note Perry ' s advertisement 
1'0 - 'Pats" #42 , \ herein he m ntions the "Sold or shift of 1847. tf 

tIo dou'bt this is flupposed to. be n funny twist for arr t s lISo dar" 
t~oo y as to hOVl the .t~app double trarJ.Sf'er originat d . 

He sae s to b devoting !SSUf1 ,142 to u contradiction of . everal of 
my' rltinl"s,to wit: 

( ) 
C,) 
( ) r1 

( ) 
( ) 

t e 1~~ 1851 

t our opt io~~ ( ~f 

oth r 

r ltdeJy on uh~ fir t fottr 

IUt 
s th 

I 

I spent t 010 of t ~da~ ~ t~rnoo 
po"er microscope (100 to 500) nd 

b 

tho 

ted 
to 

or v riouD 
,v r th t 
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#3. 

r . Y. Souren Dec. 4 , 1941~ 

th mudged o.r \i re painted. I thoUGht you might b int~rested 
note your opinion was ~ot con-1~ ~hese obo ~vations because 

c1 1 e . 

1 

th e tamp fr'om the cove!' to so .f any 
have llttl hope that I VIi 1 be ble 

ho~s on its face . 

lin to fort '"'d e 
blue filtor") . 

copy of your photograph 

lncer ly yours, 

·~ 
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Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

Stanley B. ASllbrook, Esq. 
434 S. Grand Ave. 
Ft. T"nomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !53RD AND S4TH 8TS . 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

De cember 8, 1941 

In regard to the Knaup shift, I have decided to say nothing more 
about it except what I wrote you in my previous letter. If some­
one is willing tio keep the question open, it is within nis right 
and I am not going to waste any more of my time on this. 

Also, I have decided not to enter into any controversy about stamps 
during this period of emergency. Hereafter the only reason that I 
will stay in the business will be to sell enough stamps once in a 
while to keep me on the go, and the balance of my time will be 
devoted to purposes which, in my estimation, are a little higher 
than philately. Under the circumstances, I do not wish to offer 
any explanation regarding tue few Knapp lots about which you write. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

P.S.l 
P.S.2 

T"nank you for your check. 
I am enclosing a photograph of 

Sincerely yours, 

Y. SOUREN CO. 

you requested. 

Y.S.Co. 
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43~ South Gra d Ave.~ 
I<'ort Tho· as, K • 

Dec. 11, 1941. 

ere Ipt of our of tho 8th. 

r que t 

OU l' too Y to g' 
ill bo p rr ctly O.K. 
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AUCTION SALES 

17 Years of 
Consecuf e Sales 

Stamps and Collections 
Purchased or l-land'ed 

on Co m· on 

SPECIALTIES 
United States-a I issues 
U. S. Insular Possessions 

British North Amenca 

Went Lisb Solicited 
Correspondence Invtted 

• 
Ph"'etelic Expert 

Mr. stanley H. Ashorook. 
434 S. Grand Ave., 
j!'orli Thomas. Kenmc]ry. 

Dear stan: 

116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Yo 

~ovember 16. 1940. 

Have you nOlied liha~ HArmer tlOOKe1S are gOing liO 
sell a 30c le6l ~nis monlih. listed as an AuguSli issue. used? 

Didnlt know whether or not you nad overlooked ili, 
OUli in case you did, and nave nOli seen the auction catalog. 
I have given lihe description verOatim in my column 01" .Nov­
emoer 16th. 

whetner i~ is good or no~. I donIt Know. bUt it 
mUSli De an inlieresliing item, and ir it nasn1t come to your 
alitenliion, I tnougn~ you suoula ali leasli liaKe a look ali it 
aud maKe no lies Xor your records. I haven1t seen ili mysel!:. 
but ili is given a good send-oIr in lihe catalog ~na ili will 
be lnlieresting to see what it orings. Ii" liney can support 
it. ili cerliainly is an eZlirttordinary s~aIl1p. 

witn KinaeSli regards. 

~incer y yours, 

NEW YORK 
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~. Geo. B. Sloane, 
1 6 Nassau st ., 
Neil York , N. Y. 

y de r George~ 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Nov. 20, 1940. 

Thank for your good letter of the 16th. Yes , I saw 
the stamp in question as I as the "leading authority" quoted 
in the catalogue . y comments were contained in a personal 
letter to Kon~iser, hich I might add I considered confidential . 
I wa surprised as well as chagIined to see ~at use he had 
made of them. In the first place , I deny emphatically that I 
am any sort of an authority and 1 honestly dislike to be re-
reI red to as such. 

nllle I had no 30¢ unused August with Which to compare 
the Harmer stamp hen Ha~ry ~ent it out to e , I did and do be­
lieve it 1 a shade hich probably is identical or at least very 
similar to the real 30¢ August color . This wa purely from 
memory however, and my opinion is in no manner author~t ~ ve on 
this question. Assuming the color i~ ~lmilar then I assumed the 
ob11 tera tion to be genuine t·or surely no one lould intentionally 
apply a fake cancelation to an unused 30¢ August even if the 
stamp had no gum. I really did not think th discovery of tb1s 
item was in the least extraordinary or in any ay Ben at10nal but 
o~ly what might be exp ctod under the circumstances . I do not 
see ho it could hav any effect on hat "0 no no?; about the 
August Issue , or a you tated change any of the many theories etc . 

'e have the 10¢ Green Type II (Sept) 1n colors which 
match almost perfectly the recognized August color of this stamp, 
henc th re may have been printing of the 30¢( 71) in a deep red 
orange which were a good match to the 30¢ August - such printings 
being regularly issued. 

One us d copy don' t make an 1 sue no more one sallow 
makes summ r nd in r ality h nothing to do ith ~he fundamental 
question as to het~r the Augusts should or should not be 1 sted 
in the catalogue in th place th y no~ occupy. 

'e must not permit individual and ins gnificant points 
obscure the main 1s ue at take 1n the controversy over th se so­
called stamps . The m in que tion 1s simply this: Did the Govern­
ment ever issue for postal purposes the follo ing: 

;~5 - 56 - 57 - 59 - 61 and 62? 

If these er not regularly issued, then they have no 
rightful place among regularly 1 sued stamps but should be put in 
the uProof and Essay n oction. The lOt 58 should be dellsted as 
#58 and l1sted s TyP undor th R gu ar Issue , and "S should be 



#2 . 

Mr . Geo . B. Sloane, Nov. 20 , 1940. 

listed as Type II . The 24¢ #60 should be delisted as #00 and 
given rlrst place in the 24¢ l1stings under the Regular Issues , 
with the 24¢ steel blue raised from a minor listing to a major 
listing. #66 a d #74vshould be dellsted, thus we would have 
plenty of spare numbers ror a new set-up in the 1861 issue , 
because the following would be available: 55 - 56 - 57 • 58 -
59 - 60 - 61 - 62 - 66 and ?4. 

Unlike the Kon 1sor letter there is nothing personal 
or confidential about the above remarks . 

11th best regard I 

Cordially, 



GUENNOL , 
GLEN HEAD , 

LONG ISLAND . 

• 
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Or . • B. 
Gu nnol, 
lon ad, 

Long I lnn~, . Y. 
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PRO~RAM 
SEVENTH AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS 

NOVEMBER 28 - 30, 1941 

HOTEL STATLER 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

including a non-competitive Exhibition of Stamps and Postal Markings of the World, 
contained in 60 frames entered by New England collectors, a bourse of 24 dealers' 
tables and a branch post office to service collectors' covers with a special Congress 
cachet and cancellation. 

ADMISSION TO CONGRESS SESSIONS, BOURSE AND EXHIBITION IS 
FREE TO ALL. 

A card of membership in the Seventh American Philatelic Congress may be obtained 
at the registration desk for 50c. A single copy of the Seventh Congress book, containing 
the printed texts of the nine papers specially;-prepared for and read at the Congress, 
is $1.00. Membership and copy of the book may be obtained for $1.25. 

FRIDAY - November 28 
2 :00 P. M.-Registration opens in corridor near Georgian Room. 

2:00 P. M.-10:00 P. M.-Exhibition, Bourse and Branch Post Office open, Georgian 
Room. 

7:15 P. M.- 8:00 P. M.-Informal Reception to President Klein and the Council, 
Parlor B. After-dinner coffee served. 

8:00 P. M.-10:00 P. M.-FIRST CONGRESS SESSION, Parlor A. 
"Old Maine Postal History and Postmarks," Sterling T. Dow. 
"Massachusetts Embossed Revenues of 1755," Leland Powers. 
"United States Specimen Envelopes," Marcus W. White. 

SATURDAY - November 29 

10:00 A. M.-10:00 P. M.-Exhibition, Bourse and Branch Post Office open, Georgian 
Room. 

9:30 A. M.-Visit to Dard Hunter Paper Museum, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, exhibition and demonstration of hand­
made paper-making implements and methods by Mr. 
Hunter. 

11:00 A. M.-12:00 M.-Junior Congress Program. Illustrated Lecture, with natural-
color slides, entitled, "The Pageant of History as Shown 
on the World's Postage Stamps," by Stephen F. Harris 
of Boston. Parlor A. 

2:30 P. M.- 4:30 P. M.-SECOND CONGRESS SESSION. 
"Cubiertas Insured Letter Stamps of Colombia," Earl Apfelbaum. 
"Honduras, Comayagua and Tegucigalpa Surcharges of 1877," Judge Harrison Hale 

Schaff. 
"Towards Philatelic Criticism," Ernest A. Kehr. 

7 :00 P. M.-Annual Banquet. Informal. Everyone welcome. Parlor A. 
Heyliger deWindt, chairman. 

SUNDAY - November 30 
10:00 A. M.- 6:00 P. M.-Exhibition, Bourse and Branch Post Office open, Georgian 

Room. 
1:00 P. M.-Philatelic Writers' Luncheon, Parlor A. Messages will be 

read by and from a selected group of writers who are 
well-known for their philatelic writings. Open to all. 
Ernest A. Kehr, Stamp Editor, New York Herald-Tri­
bune, chairman. 

2:30 P.M.- 4:30 P. M.-THIRD CONGRESS SESSION. 
"Early Nippon Cancellations," James B. Hatcher. 
"Morton Danube and Black Sea Covers," Eugene Klein. 
"Nesbit Envelopes," Prescott H. Thorp. 

4 :30 P. M.-Adjournment. 
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.. Ahea d of the Mails~~ 

VIA PANAMA 
F

OR many years students of early 
postal markings have been 
aware of certain very rare cov­

ers, originating in California and ad­
dressed to the Atlantic States, bear­
ing in a large double-lined oval, the 
legend: 

" INDEPENDENT LINE 

AHEAD OF THE MAILS 

YANKEE BLADE AND NORTH STAR 

VIA PANAMA." 

There is another form of the mark­
ing in which "UNCLE SAM" re­
places "YANKEE BLADE." These 
covers bear stamps of the 1851 issue 
and are postmarked "New York," 
from which it is evident that they 
were carried from California in a 
non-contract vessel, and not de­
posited in the post office until they 
reached New York. 

What is the origin and meaning of 
this postmark, which, though it so 
strongly suggests Commodore Van­
derbilt's "Independent Line" and his 
slogan "Ahead of the Mails-via 
Nicaragua," nevertheless goes not 
"via Nicaragua" but "via Panama?" 
And how, going by the longer Pana­
ma route, could any steamship line 
truthfully claim to be "ahead of the 
mails" when the major vessels of the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, the 
contract mail carrier, such as the 
Golden Gate, John L. Stephens, 
Sonora and Golden Age, were gen­
erally conceded to be the fastest 
steamers on the Pacific Coast? And 
who, anyway, 
would have the 

temherity dto stheal 1_, . 
t e oug ty 
Commodore's pet 
slogan "Ahead 
of the Mails"? 

These ques-
tions, una n -
swered so far as 
the writer could 
determine, i n -
trigued and chal­
lenged to re­
search. Taking 
as a starting 
point the fact 
that, from the 
six cents postage 
used on the cov-
ers, the marking 
must llave been 
used during the 
period of t hat 
rate, that is from 
July 1, 1851, to 

April 1, 1855, and Dr. Carroll 
Chase's opinion, based on the shade 
of the three-cent stamps employed, 
that their use was in the years 1853-
4 ("The Three Cent Stamp of the 
United States of 1851 and 1857," 
page 304) an investigation of the 
contemporary San Francisco ship­
ping news was undertaken, wbich re­
sulted in the identification of the 
postmark. 

The first light on the problem ap­
peared in the shipping columns of 
the " Daily Alta California" of Sept. 
20, 1853, when. under "Arrivals," it 
chronicled the appearance on the 
previous day of the 

"Independent opposition steamer 
Uncle Sam, Mills. 16 days from 
Panama. with passengers &c., to 
W. F. Babcock & Co." 

Other intelligence in the same issue 
indicated that she had left N ew York 
on June 22nd, reached Panama by 
way of Cape Horn in a total elapsed 
time of fifty-six days, and left Pana­
ma for San Francisco on Sept. 3. 

On October 8, l853. and later 
dates, the following advertisement 
appeared in the " Alta": 

"INDEPENDENT OPPOSITJOK LJ~E 

For New York and Panama 
At Reduced Rates 

Through to Panama without 
Stopping. 

"The new and unrivalled steam­
ship Uncle Sam, 2000 tons burthen, 

Independent Line "Ahead of the Mails" Cover 

By 
A. R. ROWELL 

W. A. ~Iills commander, will Ie:>\"(: 
Jackson St. wharf on Sunday morn­
ing, Oct. 16th, at 9 o'clock, connect­
ing on the Atlantic with the new and 
splendid steamship A merica, ] 400 
tons burthen, C. B. "'{itchcll, com­
mander. 

" The Uncle Sam has no rival for 
speed, comfort or ventilation. Her 
extraordinary passar ~ ' round the 
Horn of 44 days staL IPS her as the 
fastest steamer on the Pacific. It is 
confidently expected that she will 
make the passage t. Panama in 
twelve days. For £r ight or pas­
sage apply to 

G. B. Post & Co., J _gents ... " 
It will be noted tha the emphasis 

of the advertisement if ''lid on speed. 
It must have been Ii blow to the 
Uncle ' Sam's pride, thel!, when on the 
return from Panama on her first 
trip, the Golden Gatf' took ller on 
for a race and beat her by a full 
day! 

The information thus far obtained 
indicated the names of two vessels of 
the new line, the Uncle Sam and the 
America, but gave no hint as to their 
owners. That came first in the 
"Alta" of ~o,·. ]7, ]853, in this 
notice: 

"The new steamer America, the 
first of Mr. Edward Mills ' opposi­
tion line on the Atlantic side, reached 
Aspinwall with 250 passengers. 
They embarked on board the Uncle 
Sam, which left for San Francisco 

on the 3d in­
stant." 

Then 
" M r. 
Mills" ? 
t hat 
aside 

who was 
Edward 
We put 
question 

for the 
time, until 
the other vessels 
involved in the 
postmark could 
be located. What 
and where were 
the Yanlcee 
Blade and the 
North Star? The 
Yankee B lad e 
was not long in 
coming to light; 
but contrary to 
expectations she 
appeared on the 
Atlantic instead 
6f the Pacific. 
The two forms 
of the postma rk 



Copy of Mr. Michael's Will 

INSTRUCT1.0NS HE MARKETING OF 
MY PH1.LATELIC HOLDINGS. 

Kansas C~ty, M1ssouri, 
June 10, 1938. 

In my wll1 I have bequeathed all of my ~trunps and ph1latelic 
t~ngs to my wife, s~at1ng ~hat I hoped she or my executors would 
respect my last dated instructions, wh~ch would be found among my 
papers in a separate 1nstrument, respecting the disposition and 
market~ng of my stamps. Tnese 1nstruct1ons supersede any instructions 
bear1ng date earlier than this date. 

The market1ng of a stamp collect~on, or even a single, valu­
able stamp, nearly always presents a problem. One can slup all of 
his stamp holdings to some auct10n house w1th instruct10ns to lido the 
best you can" and, in such case, the result; would be, usually, dis­
astrous. Or an executor or legatee, allXlOUS ~o quiCkly convert 
ph1lateli c holdlngs into money might offer all of the collect~on, 
duplicates, etc. to some dealer, without really knowing a thing about 
the then market or the real value of the collection or the scarce 
pieces therein. Even w1th all of my exper1ence of over fifty years 
I would not attempt a liquidat10n without first consulting men in 
whose integrity and 1n wnose judgment of values and market condit10ns 
I had full confidence. At the time tnese 1nstruct1ons are prepared 
the COlll1try is 1n an econOmiC depression and, along with nearly 
everyth11~ else, stamp values are down, in some 1nstances considerably 
down, and 1. would not consider marketing any choice pieces at this t~me. 

I have the fullest confidence in the integrity and 1n the 
phllatel1c knowledge of my good friend, S'Canley B. Ashbrook, of Fort 
Thomas, Kentucky. It 1S my earnest suggestion that he be selected as 
the appra1ser of my stamp holdings, both f'or inher1tance tax purposes 
and any other purpose. He should be asked to come on to Kansas City 
to go over th1ngs. Wilson D. Wood and Allen Logan know considerable 
about United States stamps; Eldon Michaels has the oest knowledge of 
my hOld1ngs and he knows something about values; the men named, and no 
others, should be consulted; but Mr. Ashbrook's adVice as to values 
and market1ng should control. Most assuredly Mr. Ashbrook's expenses 
and proper compensat1on for his serV1ces should be paid. He will know 
whether this or that 1tem, or group, or llne of ltems should be 
auct~oned or sold at pr1vate sale. I th1nk"D. F. Kelleher and Percy 
Doane are tne best auction men in the country. They are, 1n my opinlon, 
entirely reliable, and on the finer th1ngs would probably realize 
more than any others; spec1al arrangements can be made wlth either. 
However, time and cirCLtmstances govern largely 1n making conclusions and 
what appears to be the best course to pursue today lnay be entirely 
altered by 1~ture circumstances; 1ndeed, Mr. Ashbrook may decide to~ 
himself, auct10n my holdings, or parts, prepar1ng the catalogue, etc. 
It might well be he will be establ1shed in New York and his name and 
fame are such ~hat, I feel sure, he would get as good or better results 
than either Mr- Kelleher or W~. Doane. 

Then 1 feel, too, that ~r. Ashbrook, because of old friendship, 
and the help he has given me 1n my early items, would take more than 
a purely commerc1al 1nterest in the undertaking. 

(slgned) Wm. C. MiChaels (SEAL) 



MEMBER 
AMERICA.N PHILATELI C 
SOCIETY No 2497 
COLLECTORS CLUB OF 
NEW YORK 
PACIFIC PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF SAN FRANCISCO 

~. 

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK 
64 ARCADIA DRIVE 

FORT MITCHELL 

COVINGTON 

KENTUCKY 

FELLOW 
ROYAL PH I LATELIC 
SOCI ETY OF 
LONDON 





r . H. H. Phill S , 
338 ilwn Bldg., 
Son ntonio , Tex B. 

De .iI' . Phll11ps: 

434 Smlth Gr and A e., 
Fort Thoma , Ky. 

Feb. 28 , 1941 . 

i'l0 co er . The 
uite an 

from co plat 
st :0 on 

ous 1c oy 

T e t nture on the ack of t r idd 11 dB 
ulte it of tnt re t . 

o 'J V X' i. you 
the co r , 'e .ov 
p tch up the 

te. 
if th cov ..... 
not ti n on 
strip. 

d to it s . I 
dly 

th 

o· c t t a 
from h btiuto 

th o.d 

d f •• v 
post otfic 

&; • John • J 

66 him ref rred to 
r 8 l~. The 
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~r . H . H . Phl111p~ , F b . 28 , 1941 . 

y lamp S 0 s that theQG labels 
it· 70.8 lIed. I make no c 10.1 
uuthority on nfed Pl'0V s.onals . 
th se labels are genuine? 

ere ot on the cover when 
o be1n ny ort of an 
Is it your opinion th t 

I 111 hold th t 0 covc~s pend ng you~ reply whic I 
t~u~t will b ti factory. 

ssurjng you'of my appreciation of so ing these t .. o item # I am 

incorely cur", 



t 
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PHILLIPS DRILLING COMPANY 
338 MILAM BUILDING 

SAN ANTONIO,TEXAS 

1 ". St::wlev ll. A'lh rook 
),>;4 s. " 1" d Av flue 
Fort 'l'''(l!'l:? S. Y - tuck" 

DearMr.Ash~ oor: 

fir n r('c'7' T), .f' '" r lett'3r f Fe r 'ary 20 th a 'l r S ve"~T 
ple[ sed w'th yrl'r ady-- ce 'n rer." '(1 to thp stri of Pour 
Confedercte ~('ver . H01"JeVer, before t e Vir'ter "ct t' e r('ver 
P~'1. atte rt hcd ' een ~de tC' r 'T)" some rd, tbJ e" re. l'nder 
t' e c'rc'll)1st, ces 01 ' ve that . t wo Id not hl rt anvth-- np" . f 
'"ou io mplre ("> nrorer re""'a~ r jo", r , tr refrre, w01l1d s 1("fest 
tlat ') 1 p·X·t Up in aT'v m~!''1.er trat you S'3e fit. T ""., leased 
t') enclose, herew:i. th. my check in +, sum of ~'5 .00 .... C' c')ve S8l!lE' 

and -if +;1'0 earl' rr r f'rt' er charp"es "T' a rrai:.> · r.g -:: "'se C"ivers, 
mril; ~ost, f,tc., l'lSt le' me k '"'We 

Vii th reference +'0 t:.e oth 8r cover, -'ias q i te aware t1'at so.. e was 
a faked '')b, but simnl" s~YJ.t ·t alor", as atter ()f' :It'rest. 
~T urders and"r is t~at the lr els are e u;~e. 

~rr. · de tallT,there are tVJo·tens Vlh'ch I an a cqu'ri:rr" 'f csr 
get t om at ., rr 'ce that 0J'1 will'un- t '"'a'T. Th "jrst,~.,." ')n 
tl:" ol:tlook f,), a .f'- e co - of a CC'hnous PI, e ( II Thp "'<;rr ,..11) 

have in n ' d al'C'ut four 0 f';ve hu red dollars. Tre sec, d, 
Vlo"ld l'ke to l7'et a set f Ue II nlUA Faper". I .... canrot p 'rch[ se 
a whole set, .:.t~· I t be adv'sable t "'-r-k '.lp sevIJ 1 at a time, 
b't p"ve tl-", or"! £11' t--/o ce·t y VI, ord TJallt·t n tile m' nt co es . 

ID"P/' 



r . H. H. Phill ips , 
338 Milam Bldg., 
San ntonio, Texas . 

Dear r . Phillips: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

March 8, 1941 . 

Your of tIe 5th received. After f rther careful tudy 
of the strip of four cover I have came to the conclusion that 
this item is much too frail , so far as the tamps re con­
cerned, to ke ny atta pt to restor th condition. I 
cannot help but believe th t it ¥ould be ill dvised to dl -
turb the present condition. Ther foro I am rettu~ning it to 
you tog ther ith tho Gonzales cover and your check. I fear 
th~t if I tt mptad t ropair tho cover in ny ay th t I 

! ht d ge it 1n so a y ~hich would be unsat1sf ctory to 
you. I ppr ciat th conf1d nce ou placed in my ability 
to 1 prove it t I f al convinced it 1s far bettor to lea~e 
the COy r s it ls , rathe than to per it anybody to tampe 
dth t . 

The top of tho ~trlp 1s mi ~ing and if I r noved the strip 
from the covel', cleaned it a.nd repl ced it , it would .... ho'l up 
the d agod p rt much plainer than at prercnt , in spivo of the 
f ct it has been repaired. 

I not the items in "hich you nre 1nt re t d in acquiring, 
nd if I can b of any a siat c to yo I ill elcom th 

opport n ty, as act in an adv1 ory capacity to number of 
collector friends thruout the country. Among these , are tho e 
who never purcha e any valuable items Itho t fir u submitting 
tb m to me fo -" advice a to ge-luincn SS I variety , condit on, et c . 
-O:n addi \I on I fr auen tJ.y 1 t in ac uiring item v'h1ch nre 
Ifficult t obtain. 

I 1 0 rran e nd aunt collecuions , ith de cr1pt i on~ th1ch 
ar a<.;cur t • 

t be 0 
an idea 
C .ntur 

a~ststa&e to ould ap reci ue 
of rhat brElnch r collecting, 
( i 1 or cov ro) , 20th C ntury 
u. • and Cont d Provisione,·ls etc . 

I 0 Id Iso lika to kno. if. yo have copies of my books on 
various U. ~ . at ps ~s ell a~ the Luff _d ChaQo books on U. S. 
and the Dietz book on Conf ds . 

Also m y I k if you are u ubscrib r to "St .ns , " " elea1 ' sll 
and flThe t 1 P pacial! tit for hich pub 1cation I am a con­
tributo of article on time1 subjects of interost to cr10us 
coIl ctors of 19th C ntury U. S. 

Sinc rely yours , 

.~ 





. ,.. . 
S38 
S 

434 South Gr nd Ave ., 
Fort Tho:n s, Ky. 

pr11 10, 1941 • 

D r r • • h_llips. 

ind lett r of the 3rd. ·0 doubt I c n 
to you in ao uiring fin copie of 

rror d the lue ap re, but in the mo nti e 
ar ubrr.itted ~o you, I ill be 0 ly too glad 

you s nd them to 1 ~ , provia. d you ould care to have 
ent 6n co.ultion as . 11 a ~ lu ~ . 

T I 1 q lire 1f y u huv copies of my book 
o 1851-~7, h cent f 18u5-57 and th 
18v1-1 57? 

On C nt 
nt.. of 

ith kind ~t regcrd~, 

Co~'c.d 11y your~, 
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PHILLIPS DRILLING COMPANY 
338 MILAM BUILDING 

SAN ANTONIO ,TEXAS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

April 18, 1941 

I am mailing you today~ under separate cover, a collection of 
stamps. Please advise me how much you would charge to make an 
appraisal of this oollection. 

Thank:ing you, I am, 

Is 

_____ v...-'7\ery truly your~", 

'llips 



; 

• • 

• 19 • 
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PHILLIPS DRILLING COMPANY 
338 MI LA M BUIL D ING 

SAN ANTONIO ,TEXAS 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Sir: 

June 27 # 1941 

In this morning's mail we received your letter to Mr. Phillips 
in regard to the mint copy of the 41 Columbian Blue Error. 

As Mr. Phill5ps is in route to Canada, expecting to arrive there 
either Wednesday or Thursday of next week, we have forwarded your 
letter to him. 

Very truly yours, 

Is 

i 



434 South Grand v . , 
Fort 1hom ~ Ky. 

July 2, 1941. 

Mis Loui e S 11, 
• Ofrica H. H. Phl lips, 

Phillips Drill nCo., 
338 11 Bldg. , 
S Antonio, xa 

.. 

Dellr 1 s 

ay I ckno.le g receIpt of your kin noto 
of tho 27th in eply to letter of th 
26th to r. Philli s. 

Under to or Apr. loth in ired of 
Phillips i£ he h d copies of my books t no 
doubt he ov ploozed query. am onder1 
if you c ~ld tell. • 

it eel' 1 yours. 

,-





~. H. H. Phillips, 
338 ~~ilam Bldg., 
Ban Antonio, Texas . 

nr ~. Phillip : 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
ort Tho , Ky. 

Aug . 11, 1941. 

I am enclo ing h re lth some photographs of th t 0 most 
portant find of the yeflll so far . 80m 1.'lnioue u d blooks 

of th 5¢ and lO¢ 1847 and six unused trips of be 1 ¢ 1855, 
:ong the latter 10 strip of ix of th Typo I t P, th 

larg st Typ I piec known. 

I do not kno lhether you re interested in such it me as 
th but if so nd you would 'b interested n ac~u~r n 
them, I vill be glad to offer my serv ce~ t07ard th tend. 

Will you. kindly return th photographs at your convenience. 

Under date of Jun 26t~ lust, I rot you r g I'd Mg in mint 
copy of' the 4¢ Columb Error . This copy s at 11 in my hands 
if you auld care to see 1 t. 

Cordially your , 



MICHAEL L. EIDSNESS, JR., 
"Father of the Philatelic Age,ncy," Dies 

EVER thoughtful of his friends, 
unto his last act, Michael L. 
Eidsness, Jr., took responsibility 

into his own hands. A man of limit­
less energy and activity who could 
not adjust himself to the thought of 
invalidism and the possibility of being 
a burden to others, he acted accord­
ing to the dictates of his own 
conscience on August 3, 1937. 
His pride in self-independence 
prompted him to a last act 
which few men take. "A year 
to live," was the ultimatum 
recently given by his medical 
advisers. The period of de­
pendence on those whom he 
loved, he felt, was more than 
h~ had a right to impose. He 
relieved them of that task. 

He was born at Graettinger, 
Iowa on March 31, 1893, and 
lived an outdoor life which 
brought him to boyhood health 
and an imposing manly stat­
ure. His mid-western training 
and associations gave him a 
friendly personality which in 
later life attracted an endless 
host of friends. 

Engaged in sundry occupa­
tions he drifted to the Nation's 
Capital as a young man and 
became associated with the 
Post, Office Department. His 
limitless energy and endless 
effort in the performance of 
assigned tasks soon won rec­
ognition and merited promo­
tion. As the years passed his 
assignments assumed g rea t 
proportion. From clerical serv­

departments, rendered his task more 
than difficult. A minimum allotment 
of postal funds and unbending reg­
ulations curbed his ambitions, but 
little daunted by the dissent of those 
who failed to visualize the possibili­
ties of the great service the Depart­
ment was in a position to render, 

Michael L. Eidsness, Jr. 

strain on efficiency in one direction 
and at the same time establish a new 
service for a group of American citi­
zens, which would grow in proportion 
with the efficiency of the new service. 
By a single stroke two objectives could 
be accomplished. Michael L. Eidsness 
seldom planned along single lines of 

thought. Sustained persever­
ance finally yielded results and 
a Philatelic Agency was estab­
lished in 1922. Its functions 
were limited, its appropriation 
small and its activities cir­
cumscribed by the usual handi­
caps associated with an e.x­
periment. At the end of the 
first six months its sales to­
taled $20,900. But behind it 
stood Michael L. Eidsness, a 
dominant figul'e, possessed of 
creative imagination, a leader 
and a dramatic organizer, and 
success followed, until now the 
Philatelic Agency is the great­
est of its kind in the world. It 
stands today a notable monu­
ment to the man who desired 
to serve others. The title of 
"F a the r of the Philatelic 
Agency" has appropriately 
clung to Michael L. Eidsness 
for many years. In the at­
tainment of his object, he was 
frequently obliged to battle 
fervently and did so fearlessly 
with no thought of himself. 

Former Superintendent of Division of Stamps, Post Office Dept. 

ice he rose from a responsible 
position to another and was 
ultimately appointed Superin­
tendent of the Division of Stamps in 
1921. Shortly after having been in­
ducted into office he visualized a new 
service which the Post Office Depart­
ment might render to a vaguely de­
fined and uncertain group of citizens 
interested in the collection of postage 
stamps. 

The real man was but little 
known to stamp collectors at 
large until he cast aside his 
mantle of official life during 
October of 1933. Then it was 
that he mingled socially with 
those whom he had impartially 
served for a decade. He was 
accepted into the fold enthus­

With his superior, Irving Glover, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Michael Eidsness spent many hours 
in laying plans to establish and con­
duct a service almost foreign to the 
American Postal Establishment. Skep­
ticism, doubt and the normal govern­
mental hesitancy to inaugurate new 

Eidsness pressed forward with his 
idea. He visualized the number of 
stamp collectors who, in their exact­
ing demands usurped time local Post­
masters the nation over might have 
devoted to more basic postal services. 
He recognized the loss which the serv­
ice might suffer if their desires were 
wholly discouraged. He appreciated 
the opportunity of the Department to 
enter a new field, offering a special­
ized service - one dedicated to the 
stamp collector. He foresaw that by 
a single stroke he could relieve a 

By ALBERT F. KUNZE 

iastically and seldom was a function 
of importance undertaken but that he ' 
held the central position of merriment. 
Distance meant little to him, for phil­
atelic gatherings, whether at the Na­
tion's Capital, New York or Omaha, 
held forth the same lure of fellow­
ship. The American Philatelic So­
ciety a number of years ago enrolled 
the "Father of the Philatelic Agency" 
as an Honorary Patron. He was an 
Honorary Member of the Washington 
(D. C.) Philatelic Society, of the 
Westchester (N. Y.) Chapter of the 
American Philatelic Society, of th~ 

Garfield-Perry Stamp Club of Cleve-



land, and a member of many other 
stamp organizations. 

At the recent National Stamp Con­
ference he participated in the discus­
sions, disclosing a vast fund of postal 
knowledge. Figures, statistics, speci­
fications, dates, and quantities of 
stamps for years back, postal regula­
tions and practices rolled unhesitat­
ingly from his tongue despite the ex­
temporaneous nature of his remarks. 
Then it was that he disclosed the fact 
that years ago governmental investi­
gators, after an extended survey of 
the situation, recommended that the 
high speed rotary presses of the Bu­
reau be discarded. On the occasion of 
the Conference, Eidsness displayed 
one side of his character which many 
newcomers in the f~ld had never re­
alized, namely a man well grounded 
in all of the facts which go to make 
up stamp production, although dis­
tribution of stamps rather than their 
manufacture had been his main con­
tact, while in the Government. 

His broad experience in postal mat­
ters and his close contacts with mov­
ing forces, both political and depart­
mental, qualified him beyond all others 
in reporting United States philatelic 
news and information through his 

column in Stamps under the caption 
of "Michael L. Eidsness Says-." 

Philatelic circles have suffered a 
severe loss in the death of the one 
man who was perhaps more widely 
known personally in philatelic circles 
than any other, and ever affection­
ately referred to as "Good 01' Mike." 

• • 

Four Great Men 
NETHERLANDS issued the 

four stamps shown herewith, on June 
16, and they were removed from sale 

July 17. The surtax on these stamps is 
to be used, ' says the Netherlands' gov­
ernment "for social and cultural ends." 

SOUVENIR SHEET Q] FIRST DAY COVER 
To be issued in connection with the 

Society of Philatelic Americans Convention 
• AT ASHEVILLE. N. C. AUGUST 26TH FIRST DAY 

AT FACE, with order for any of the following articles: 
1000 Blue Ribbon Hinges ____________ $ .15 Scott Watermark Tray ______________ $ .50 
1000 Monarch Hinges _______________ .10 Crown Watermark Tray ____________ .50 

P
500f Col!,mbia hinges b--------------- .05 Coin Collector Cards 25c er oratIOn gauge em ossed _________ .25 

Bronze Perforation Gauge embossed__ .30 Lincoln penny, Indian penny, each. 
Leather gauge case __________________ .10 Liberty nickel, Buffalo nickel. 
Small stamp tongs __________________ .10 Liberty dime, Mercury dime. 
Medium stamp tongs _______________ .15 Quarter 1895-1906. 
Large stamp tongs _________________ .25 Quarter 1906-1916. 
Large imported heavy tongs ________ .35 Quarter 1916 to date. 
Genuine leather tongs case __________ .10 Half dollar. 
Small magnifying glass _____________ .10 Half dollar. 
1% inch magnifying glass ___________ .40 Half dollar. 

~l~~ ~l~~~ ~A~ I;;th;;-~~;;;-========:i~ Commemorative 50c card ------------ .25 
Mint sheet file 10 pages ____________ .25 ~~~bf~~t~~ s~~k bb~k -·;;;.;'d-iu;===== :~g 
Mint sheet file 20 pages ------------ .35 Cover album Window pockets _______ .40 
Mint sheet file 60 pages ------------ .75 Cover alhum Window pockets large__ .75 

(Has leather cover.) Cover album Window pockets size ____ 1.00 
100 space approval books ______ 2 for .05 (Has leather cover.) 
250 space approval books ---------- .10 First day cover catalogue, 1937 edition .25 
500 space approval books ---------- .15 Great Britain Edward set Cpl. _______ .18 

1000 space approval books ---------- .20 Roumania Exhibition Sheet __________ .40 
Stock Books Approval Cards, per dozen __________ .25 

7 x 11 Pages ______________ (12) pages 1.00 Martins Standard Catalogue of Air 
Pages ______________ (18) pages 1.50 Baggage Labels and 5 rare and 

Large bakelite watermark tray ______ .25 ohsolete labels with catalogue value 
Complete line of Scott Albums. of $2.50 or over. A bargain at. __ 1.00 

All prices above are net, post paid. 

Each 10c worth of merchandise entitles you to buy either a cover or sheet at face (10c): an 
order for SOc entitles you to order 5 covers or sheets; order for $1-10 shc.ets or covers, etc. 

Dealers Atten.tion 
Any amount of covers serviced for dealers for $1.00. Sheets, any amount for $1.00 plus 

postage. All orders and remittances must be received by August 23rd. No orders accepted 
after that date. 

CHANDLER'S INC. 
(STAMP DEPARTMENT) 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

The denominations are l1h 
plus 11h cents brown gray, 5 
plus 3 cents green, 6 cents p 
cents dark violet, and 121h cents 
31h cents blue. The portraits 0 

l1hc and the 121hc were engrav 
S. H. Hartz; the other two weI' 
ecuted by Mrs. E. Reitsma-Val 

We append biographical sketch 
given by William C. (Billy) StOT 
the Springfield (Mass.) Union: 

.lACOB MARIS (1837-99) was a p 
er famous for his landscapes. 
painted bridges and windmills, 
quays, massive towers and level bl 
water, misty skies and rolling cl 
Born in The Hague, he worked D 

ly in Holland, though he studi 
Antwerp and Paris. In all his 
water-colors and etchings, the 
ject is subordinate to the effect. 

FRANCISCUS DE LE BOE Sy 
(1614-72) was a physician, cl 
teacher and close student of chen 
and anatomy. He described pa 
the brain so vividly and accu 
that his name became identfied 
four portions of the nervous sy' 

Born of French parents in H 
Germany, he studied in several u~ 
sities, took his medical degree in 
and settled in practice in Amste. 
He joined the University of L 
faculty at 44 as professor of me 
and was highly successful there . 
turer, teacher, investigator and 
titioner. 

JOOST VAN DEN VONDEL 

1679) was a poet and drarr 
Though he was born in Cologne, 
his father was temporarily i.n 
because of religious opinions, his 

(Please turn to page 790) 
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Lot 23 - continued. 

V olulIDe VII. 
Collection of postal stationery and including four used Wells, Fargo 

envelopes 258 items 

PLATE XXIV. 

............. : .... , .... ,;,. ~' ; .......... . 

\ 

Some rare blocks in Lot 23. 
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V olu.ue VIII. 
AMERIl:AN l:OLONIES 

CANAL ZONE : A choice collection, including scarce mint, THE OUT­
STANDING PIECE BEING A BLOCK OF FOUR OF THE 1905 
8 CENTS ON 50 CENTS, ONE STAMP WITH PANAMA 
REVERSED. 

CHINA : 191 9 $2 on $1 double surcharge, fine used on cover. 
GUAM : Including the rare $1 Type 2. 
PHILIPPINES: Including $1 Type I and 2, and $2 of the 1899 set; 

1903 $1 mint and used; 1906 10 pesos mint; 191 I 4 pesos mint (2) 
and 10 pesos mint; 1928 LOF Air Mails complete mint to I peso. 

PORTO RICO: 1898 COMAO, A PAIR OF BOTH TYPES-A VERY 
RARE PIECE; 1926, the mint set of the Madrid-Manilla Air Mails, 
including the rare 16 centavos, I, 2 and 4 pesetas 952 stamps 
THIS COLLECTION WOULD COST APPROXIMATELY £ 1900 
TO DUPLICATE AT TO-DA Y'S PRICES. It should be noted that 
many modern issues fetch full Scott catalogue prices in American 
auctions In al l, 9495 stamps 

(Offered by the order of Alexander Clifford, Esq.) '" 

Lot 24 Uniled Slales of J\ ... eri~a 
1873 6 cents dull rose, printed by the Continental Bank Note 

Company, a brilliant mint half pane of fifty from the top left corner 
of the sheet, comprising five horizontal rows of ten; the margin is 
imperforate at right and there is the full margin at the left and at 
t he top ; the latter includes the inscription II Printed by t he 
Continenta l Bank Note Company, New York II and II No. 18 ". This 
block is beautifully centred, only the last row being slightly off 
centre at the bottom. 

Listed at £75 in G ibbons' catalogue as single stamps, it is p~obably 
unique in so large a piece. In 1936 Scott listed a mint block of four 
at $45.00 and to-day would certainly list such a piece at $750.00 

50 stamps 
PLATE XXV. 

Lol 24. 

62 



Section 20 of the 1852 post office ' 
act referring to Way Letters indi- f 
cated the carrier was to receive' 
on~ cent for each way letter he r 
dehvered, and the post offi . 1 t' ce leg-
u a Ions defined Way Letter u 

h 
'1 s as 

suc mal as was received b tl 

"W .. M k ay L ar ings in United States 
'1 . Y .a-

mal carner on his way between h 
two post offices. The word "Way" I tl 
was ordered to be written on the I e 
letter. ' . No" 'l. 0 Postal System 

'') ~7 
IE 

. In additi?n to the Way mark- h 
mgs mentIOned herewith, there h 
are other varieties as; f, By HARRY M. 

"Way" markings, in the United I 
States postal service in 1792 by the 
act of Congress of February 20 
~ 792, effective June 1, 1792 read~ 
mg: ' 

"Sec. 15. The deputy postmas­
ter shall duly account and answer I 
to him (the postmaster genel~al) 
for all bye and way letters and 
~hall specify the numlber and' rates 
m the post Ibill." 

Timothy Pickering was post­
master general of the United 
~tate~ at the time and in render­
mg hiS official report to Congress 
referred to and defined Way Let­
ters as follows: 

"Way-~etters are such letters as 
a:e received by a mail-carrier on 
his. way between post offices, and 
whICh he is to deliver at the first 
post office he comes to; and the 
postmaster is to enquire of him 
at what places he receives them 
and in his postbills charge the 
postage from the respective place! 
to the .offices at which they are t( 
be dehver~d; writing the wore 
W. AY agamst such charges in hi! 
bills. The word WAY is also to bl 
wri~ten upon each Way-Letter." 

Timothy Pickering who hal 
been appointed chief tan of th, 
post office department on Augus 
12, 1791, taking office one wee' 
later, remained in office ,unti 
June 2, ~794. P~esident Washing 
ton appomted Pickering secretaI' 

of War, January 2, 1795, and sec­
retary of State, December 10, 
1795, holding the latter period in 
the Jefferson cabiuet, where he 
was succeeded 1:;y John Marshall 
on May 13, 1800. Pickering was 
requested to resign and refusing 
was dismissed. 

-(ickering's instructions to poSlt­
masters were in part as follows: 

"The name Oif the ,post may be 
written or stamped upon each let­
ter. If the letter is exempt from 
postage it should be marked 
FREE. 

"Y ou are to permit any person 
who so desires it to pay the post­
age of any letter which he depos­
its to be sent by the post; mark­
ing upon it the rate of postage 
and against the rate, the word 
PAID at full length. 

"When letters are to be sent be­
the sea, the land postage 
always Ibe paid at the office 

'e they are first lodged, and 
ut such previous payment 
are to be rejected." 
gress on May 8, 1794, enact­

office legislation to become 
June 1, 1794. Way let-

were defined as follows; 
15. The deputy postmast­

duly account and answer 
way letters, which shall 

) to their hands. And for this 
ose the post-riders and other 
ers of the mail, receiving any 

KONWISER 
t I RAIL ROAD WAY. Oval, known c 

on cover from Detroit to Utica N f 
Y., with 3¢ 1861 stamp. ,. a way letter or letters (and it shall 

be their duty to receive them if 
presented more than two miles I' 

. WAY. The word in center of il 
circle, known on cover postmarked 
Upper StroudSburg, Pa., with 3¢ g 
1861 stamp. Also known from h 
other points. tl 

I WA! 1. HandstaIDIp on cover, 
BataVia, N. Y. to Alexandria N 

I
from a post-office) shall deliver a 
~ame,. together with the postage, t 
If paid, at the first post office to 
which they shall afterwards' ar-
rive, where the postmaster shall 
duly enter same, and specify the 
number and rate or rates in the 
post ,bill, adding to the rate of f 
each way letter, one cent, and let- t 
tel'S directed to persons living be- 1 
tween post offices, may 'be deliver­
ed, and the postage thereof duly 
collected, it shall be the duty of 0 

the carriers of the mail, to take 0 

charge of, and deliver such let- 0 

tel's, as shall, for that purpose, ~ 
be committed to them, by any 
deputy postmaster, and collect the a 
postage thereof, which shall be h 
paid over to such deputy postmas- ~ 
ter on demand; and for every 
letter, so delivered the mail car- n 
riel' delivering the same, shall be 
allowed to demand and receive two t 
cents to his own use, besides the s 
ordinary postage." P 

Gideon Granger, as postmaster C 

general, in his July 12, 110, regu- t 
lations said: 

"Way letters. You are to pay 
the post rider 1 cent for each Way 
Letter he delivers you, and add 
that cent to the ordinary postage 
on the letter." 

Collectors of stampless covers 
(folded letters of the period when 
envelopes were not in general use) 
note these Way markings, and 
these Way markings are also seen 
on envelopes of the 1845-55 period. 
Compulsory ,prepayment 'Was not 
begun until June 30, 1855. 

The Laws and Regulations of 
the Post Office Department, as 
printed by order of the postmas­
ter general (Cave Johnson) in 
1847, says: 

(Way Letters.) Sec. 20. The 
deputy postmasters and other 
agents of the Postmaster General, 
shall duly account, and answer to 
him, for all way letters which 
shall duly come to their hands; 
and for this 'purpose the post rid­
ers and other carriers of the mail, 
receiving any way letter or letters 
(and it shall be their duty to re­
ceive them, if presented more than 
one mile from a post office) shall 
deliver the 'same, together with 
the postage, if paid, at the first 
office to which they shall after­
wards arrive; where the postmas­
ter shall duly enter the same, and 
specify the number, and rate or 
rates, in the post bill, adding to 
the rate of each way one cent, 
which shall be paid by the post­
master to the mail carrier from 
whom such way letters shall be 
received. 

he 1847 regulation under "Let­
ter Carriers" (chapter 32), states 
that on letters Ihrought 'by a mail 
carrier to be mailed, called way­
letters, one cent is charged, in ad­
dition to the usual postage, to be 
rated from the place where the 
carrier received the letter. These 
were to be marked "Way" and 
one cent paid the carrier. 

Y. (circa 18'50). ' . 
WAY 5. Two lines. w lp 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

147 Hill si de street 
Ro~ury, Massachusetts 
July 11, 1941 

I have read several books and articles written by you on the postal 
history of the United States, and I think that all your work will 
be a great aid in securing a greater future for philately. I would 
like to do what I can to help you. 

I am a librarian in the Boston Public Library and an active philatelist. 
After seeing the notice in a tecent issue of "STAMPS" telling the 
philatelic world that you wanted certaih books on postal hi st'ory, I 
checked around and compiled the following list •• This is not a complete 
list as I only spent abbut an hour on it and I am sure it could be 
greatly enlarged if I really wonked on it. 

Now here is the object of my letter. These books can not be taken 
out of the library (at lease, not to Kentucky) but if there is any­
thing that you want to check in them, j~st drop me a line and I 
would be only too pleased to check it for you. 

I would not expect any compensation for this service because I am 
a firm believer that your work helps me as much as it helps you. 

Hoping to hear from you, I am, 

Enclosure. 

; 

Yours truly, 

fi:A~ 
iohn McGovern 
147 Hillside Street 
Roxbury, Massachusetts 



, 
Books of interest to the Philatelic Reasearcher in the Doston Public Library: 

Post ~aster General's Report. 1854. 
Instructions to Deputy Postmasters. 

56-97, 99, 01-26, 28-to date. 
Philadelphia. 1792. signed by Tim. Pickering. rhlGen. 

Laws and regulations for the government of the Post Office Dept. 1845. 
ostal laws and regulations Dfthe U.S. of America. 1866,75, 79, 87, 92,95, 02,15, 24, 52, 

Laws relating to the postal service ~assed by the 52nd congress. 1852. 
Letter from P.M.G. Joseph HaberSham accom~anying draught of two bills, with explanator,r rerearks, 
relating to the post-office and the post roads within the U.S. pursuant to & resolution of this 
House of the 14th of June, 1798; also, his Report on the petition of Ezekiel Williams, re­
ferred to him by order of the House, on the same day. 

List of the post-offices in the U.S.; with the counties in which they are situ'lted, and their 
distances from Washington City. 1803. 
The post-office law, with instructions ~ and forms, published for tLe regUlation of t he post-
office. 1810, 1817. 

Report of the 5rd F.&.G. 1890,91,98,99. 
Report of the Superintendent of foreign mails, 1898/99 

Report of the Superintendent of the Dead-Letter office to the 1st. asst. P.M. Gen. for 1898/99 
1902/03. 
Official Postal Guide. 1874 to date. 

office dept. and American postal machines. 1890 published by Am. Postal Mach. Co. 
ks on a motion to reduce postage on all letters to two cents. hlase in House of Reps. 1850. 

Dead letter office sale. Catalogue of articles afcumulated to be sold at auction •••• 1899. 
U.S. Fines and Deductions imposed on Mail ~ontractors 1885. 

Report on the mail service of England and France made the O. S. Gov't by E.A. Knapp 1879. 
Letters to the P.M. Gen explaining a proposed modification fixing the compensation for the 
transportation of mails on Railroads. 1876. 

N.B. A specialist in the postmarke of Maine who visited the library 
~ecently, told me that there were only three known copies of the 
"List of the poet-offices in the U.S." published in 1803. The seventh 
book listed above. He said one was in Washington (the Lib. of Congress, 
I believe), one in the New York City Library, and wee bad the third. 



434 outh G and AVo ., 
Fort Thomns, Ky. 

;~ . John cGovern, 
147 Hillside st . , 
Roxbury, ass . 

y d r- ~ . cGov rn: 

J Y 22, 1941. 

s V ry k n of you to \?rite 0 and I gr atly pprociato 
your f!' of 1 tanc and the list of r ferenoe \ hloh 
you onclosed. 

Ho rdin t 11s list . I 1i t ry ro oar h "IOrk to the perioo. 
to 1 80. ho 1'1 d up to th t year is bout enough for one 
person to handle thoroughly. havo a cO.,Lplete set of PostIil stars 
Gen ,.. J. orts f om ),845 to 1880 -t_nclusive i th the xoeption 
of sevor 1 in the 1 to 18{O s an tho 1869 Report . 

I iGhli al~o add tha' anythlng 0 rller th 
inter st . 

1825 is of little 

I also ost; 0 the . L. • s ineludi ) the 0 l"ly ones 
{hleh yqu 1i~ted . h4ve no b,t een 1859 d 1866, ow VOl' 
an' i you c 1 d locate any copi s 111 ou ''''lndly at. i"o e. 

pec .&J.1y 1nt r 
po age to i'ore gn co 
1859 and 1U'" • 

ted n t 10 conta.l:l.inr; tho fir 
triOS , ' osp 01 lly Orf~o1nl Li t 

" of 
ot con 

'e obt in much alu ble d t from old n ~pe.p I' ~11o . Om you 
toll if tho libr y h s 1'ile of iow York papers, . y fro 
1845 to 1870? 

ou for your kina lett r, I 

ince 0 yours I 

.~ 



Mr. Edward S. Knapp, 
300 Park Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Knapp: 

4858 Park Boulevard, 
Oakland, Cal~fornia. 

February 8, 1938. 

Your letter of the 6th inst. just at hand. I have not a 
great deal of data on -the Pampero, but enough to show that your 
deductions are entirely correct. The Pampero ran between New 
Orleans and San Juan del Norte, or Greytown, the eastern terminous 
of the Nicaragua crossing. She was taken off in the early summer, 
I believe, of 1854. I believe your cover originated in California, 
went down to San Juan del Sud on the Sierra Nevada, crossed Nicaragua, 
went by the Pampero to New Orleans, where the stamps received the 
IISteamsh1p ll cancellat~on (that being the first pOint where the letter 
would hit a postoffice), and then was reshipped South on a local 
vessel to Mexico. 

The following is the only contemporary data on the Pampero I 
can find in a hurried search of my notes: 

"WITHDHAWAL OF S'l.'t.!AM.KttS FRuM NEW ORLEANS. 
The N.O. Crescent of a late date says that 

the steamah:tps between there and Aspinwall are to 
be taken off in a few days. The "United States!! 
was to make one more trlp between that city and 
Aspinwall, and then commence running between 
Havana and Aspinwall. The "Ed Dorado fl will 
leave i·or New York, and go into some other trade. 
Thus all direct communication with California by 
way of New Orleans and Asp1nwall will be closed. 
The "Danlel Webster" IIPampero" and !!Falcon" the , , 
two former of which ran between there and San Juan, 
were taken off some months since, and are in New 
York repairing. The Crescent says that these 
ships have not paid, for some time slnce, much more 
than half their expense,. and that self-preservatlon 
required their removal. I 

. (San Francisco AltaJ Oct. 23, 185i) 

~ Yours is indeed a most interesting cover, and I am glad to 
be able to throw even a llttle light on it. I real ly feel that I 
know you, for 1 hardly ever get a letter from Stanley Ashbrook but that 
he mentions you and enthuses over some wonderful cover you have. I've 
ow~d the poor fellow a letter for so long it~ almost ashamed to write. 

Sincerely, 
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The 24c Invert--Aftermath of the Find 

MR. ROBEY'S story of the 
.<lctual finding and handling of the 

. sli.eet of the inverted 24c Airmail is so 
delightful that the readers of GOSSIP 
will perhaps enjoy a P. S. to the tale. 
Here it is: 

The writer at that, time was in 
charge of the Military 'Post Office at 
Hoboken and in addition had certain 
confidential duties that occasionally 
took him to Washington to see a high 
War Department official. On such 
trips he always dropped in to see his 
old friend H. F. Colman if time per­
mitted. 

One day shortly after the great 
find, Colman said, "Say, you stand 
well with the New York Postmaster, 
don't you? You take over all the A. 
E. F. mail from him. Could you ask 
a big favor of him?" Being assured 
it would probably be granted he took 
me into a back room and told me the 
story of the big find. He also said 
that Col. Green had been powerful 
enough to go to the Treasury Dept. 
officials and have the entire stock of 
the stamps in the Bureau examined 
and have the other sheets that were 
found destroyed. "Leavy heard of it 
and went up and begged for one 
stamp for the government collection, 
but he couldn't get it." 

"So what?" said I. 
"Just this," replied Colman. "There 

were 550,000 of those stamps sent to 
New York before the search was made 
and no one thought of it. Can you get 
the postmaster to let you go over them 
for In¥erts?" I was sure I could. 
"W ait ~ minute," said Colman. "They 
will a ll be in sealed packages. So long 
as they are sealed the contents are 
accepted as given on the packages in 
taking an inventory monthly, but 
when the seals are broken every sheet 
has to be checked." "Just the same," 
I replied, "I think I can get permis­
sion." 

"Fine! Now here is the big point. 
You won't have to take them out of 
the wrappings. That sheet of Inverts 
has the plate number printed twice, 
in both blue and red. You can open 
the p~ckages just enough to go over 
the edges for that double number." 

We talked the matter over fully and 
I went back to my job, wildly excited, 
of course. I was to see the postmaster 
just as soon as possible. If he agreed 
I was to phone Colman and he would 
have Mr. Leavy come over and join me 
for the search. "No reason why some 
of them shouldn't be there," said Col­
man, "and if they are we'll all be 
rich." I wanted to know about selling 
them. "We'll either sell them to Col. 

By Capt. A. C. Townsend 

Green or you and I will make a world 
tour a bit later, selling a sheet at a 
time. I know where to find buyers!" 

A couple of days later business took 
me to see the postmaster. After com­
pleting that I said, "Mr. Postmaster, 
I want a big favor from you." He 
smiled and said, "You can have any­
thing in my power, Captain." Telling 
him that I wanted to go over a quan­
tity of stamps in his vault, he waved 
his hand and said, "That's all right. 
You know Russell. Just tell him I 
said it is all right." 

"You come and tell him, will you?" 
r explained how it would make much 
future work for Mr. Russell. He went 
with me to the wholesale department 
and smilingly said to him, "The Cap'n 
wants to look over a lot of stamps in 
the vault, Russell. Let him do it, 
please." He shook hands and went 
back to his office. 

I explained to Russell what I want­
ed and apologized for the work in­
volved. He was very courteous and 
assured me that if the postmaster said 
O. K. it was O. K. So I arranged to 
come in the next afternoon to do the 
work. Back at my office I phoned Col­
man and arranged where to meet 
Leavy for lunch the next day. 

After lunch we went to the post 
office and to see Mr. Russell. It was a 
piping hot afternoon. We were taken 
into the vault, fortunately large, for 
there was no air in it except from 
the open door. We were seated on op­
posite sides of a large table and Mr. 
Russell brought the packages of the 
24c stamps from a shelf. We pro­
ceeded to break pack after pack and 
go over the sheets. 

With only three packages left to 
open sweat broke out all over me as 
I looked at mine. I saw those double 
plate numbers! I kicked Leavy under 
the table and laid the pack aside and 
reached for another. A moment later 
Leavy gave me a return kick and laid 
his package aside. We both sat back 
and mopped off the perspiration. To­
gether we looked at the last package. 
Nothing in it. 

Then I said to Russell, "Mighty 
sorry, but we want to open these two 
entirely. Looks as if there are some 
of the things we want." Perfectly all 
right with him, so we carefully 
skinned the wrappings off the first 
one and went over sheet by sheet. 
There were several with the double 
numbers all right, but the airplane 
was not invel'ted ! We wiped our faces 
again and went to the other package. 
More of the double plate numbers all 
right, but not an Invel't! We sadly 

- -

packed them up again, thanked Mr. 
Russell and departed, I for my office 
and Leavy for Washington. 0 big 
sale to Col. Green, no world tour or 
trip abroad-no anything. By pure 
bad luck all the Inverts had been in 
the stock that was left in Washington! 

-, 



, r. Elliott Perry, 
Box 535, 
V' stfield, N.J. 

D r Elliott: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Tho. as, Ky. 

Nov. 26, 1941. 

Re - yours of' the 17th. Thanks for memorandum of the Chicago 
3¢ plu l¢ to st. Joseph, lich. I am wondoring if you could 

rr01 thi for m so that I can make a photo aph. I vould like 
to h ve n photo r cord of all t e Chicago ito s I can locate. If 
t Y ex is 1865, then I have no guess. II' it is 1865, the writer 
may have intended tho l¢ to pya collection fee. I don't know a 
th1 bout th c rrier co ditlon thero at this or any earlier 
p riod. 

R g rd.1ng th re- nt ring of the 24¢ pInt. You k d hat poss1ble 
~ r son could there be for re- ntering before ny 1s ued tamp 

f 

I 

or printed. ~y theory i imply thiS. I beli ve that the proof 
block from f'ir t at t of t . plate came from th pI to while 
it ~a being In other ords, af'ter the f'irst entry of the 
200 design , proof ere struck. Those or gone over carefully and 
it as found that th 200 (?) d sign v re too lightly tranaf'errod 
and s cond entry as order d. I don't think th se Cirst state 
proof h ve any rolation to 1 uod st 

It no doubt or 0 n that tb r vould not bo gre t d ItIlUld for 
the v lue, hone th n pl e we oxpected to last n long timO, 
Jhlch it certainly did. I th nk that the first stat proofs ar 

rh ps no thin mor th print ra w ste. I base this theory on 
several reasons but prinCipally on the fact that at the time these 
proof tr'ck, t plat a unfl 11 d, it had no plate numbor. 

r thor lmprob ble that Ah et was printed on 
sh et as gummed and perforated 



t 

, 

1/2. 

r. Elliott Perry, Nov. 26, 1941. 

In two ways; f1rst by a strong double transfer, second by n strong 
entry. t sup sa a stamp sho~s no re-entry and 1s rather lightly 
print d. I It correct to guess that thl~ stamp cane ~rom a f1rst 

. state? The £act 1 It may bo a lightly prlnted stamp from a re-
nterod position 7hich had very minute double transfer. 

Re - th Brooks cover ~1th the Black Jack. This 1s a very rich 
dolor and if any prIntlng as made in this color in 1863 or 1864 it 
certainly upsot all of our theories regarding the 24¢ Viol t of 1861. 
This copy i no fad or changeling - it is fresh and bright look1ng. 
I cannot h lp but bell ve It 10 an early 1861 pr'.ntlng ar.d hold-over 
u a. I cannot tell anything about the p per but I auld 11k to 
knoo If it 1s thin or thick. I auld aay that th paper is entlrely 
diff r nt £rom th pair of 2¢. The lo.tt r is hit r, nd 1n compaI'i-
Bon p prof the 24¢ 10 t some of their orIginal brilliance thru 
oxposur to any cause ~bIch caused a slight d torioration. 

Of the 2 ~.175 copie is uod up to th end of S~ptemb r 1861, my guess 
ould be that y mOl'e than" 0 I Jere st 1 blues, gray , and steel 

grays. Tho ch nces may be that there ere mor of the latter t n there 
, re of violets. 

I thoroughly agree 11th yo that some of the known rays and ate 1 
grays m y have originally boen violets, but I think the real r1ch 
gonutn s~eel Blue ar original colors, not changelings 1n any sense . 
That 1 ~ e r ason I think there is world of difference between the 
real st el blue and all sorts of orf colors d changeling hloh 
are sold a the at e1 blu. I am quito sure t at the real violet and 
the real ete 1 blue ar very rare stamps. 

If the Brooks copy s off th Black Jack cover, and if the paper 1s 
real thin, I ould jump at it as a singl , a simply a marvelou 1861 
violet. But suppos this copy i not hold-over and came from a 
printing a late as 1863, where would all of my theorle be? 

I would lIke to have an accurat list of all the known 24¢ covers used 
in 1861. A careful oh ck-up of thea 10uld be mo t interesting. 

Yours etc • . , 
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r. "111ot t Perrg, 
Box 333, 
7 tf1eld. N. J. 

D ar .t!i111ott: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thoma , Ky. 

Dec. 8, 1941. 

Tho handbook c e in yest I'd y and I 1 h to heartily congratulat 
you and your ~sociat on a ost exc llent piece of work •. ow 
t h is roa handbook and a 'ork of th hignest merit . 

the ay 

their 

t i at ted . Tho origin 1 Six Cents D1 ,had 
I th1 th ory or ct? Do you kn 1 of y e; ~ssay 
guide lines? I hav never se n such n item and if such 

If you havon't p 1tlv proof f th1, hould po 1tlv tate ~nt ve 
• b n m d, NoVl for nother matt r . 

• I h va be n givin 

Ather 1 i1 ity bet en t 

1847 

wear. 

at ted that 1. 2 
CllU I hav 

"D", the Knapp loi and the lot 



t 
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#2 . 

~r . Elliott Perry, Doc. 8 , 1941. 

1855, (only one of each l:no m) may I ask if you hnve formed any 
conaluaions of tbo "D"? 

Will ansuer your letters chortly. 

Again c ratu1ations for a very fine piece of work . I have sent check 
to Al"'thur H 11. 

·~ 

Your etc . , 

P. S.--Thnnk 0 much for tho loan of th Beaver -1841 cover. hat 
1'f ctly magn1fic nt item. I think b yond ny qu etion of doubt 

that thi is th finost 5¢ 1847 coval' I hava val' e n . Elliott it 
lould be knockout 11' rookmnn could illustrate thi cover in ht 

1847 article. 0 you suppo~e you could obtain parni·sion? If so, if 
you could bor1'o'l the cover and send it to me ' 11 make a very fine 
photograp __ 1'01." BrookmCtn. Tht COVGr imply lmocked m cold. I never 

w an thing to qual it . Do you GUp sa it could ba bought? You 
cart 1nly }mOYl your tuff hen you laid handa on this item. What 

t 1'y it toll . I u t to give Broo an all tle aid I c because if 
his r rtlclo can b mad tine enough it 111 b 0. grand A. P. • htmdbook. 
I know "OU 1.11 t 1 ole h' m th full at 01' co-op ration. 

I r turn~ he 5¢ 47 photogI' ph today under s p I' te cover • 

Ag in many thank· _ 

s. 

; 



t r. Elllott P rry, 
Box 333, 

st:fleld, N.J. 

D r Ell10tt: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Tho a , Ky. 

D c. 26, 1941. 

"e - yours 01' the 28th in r :ference to the Hennan cover. I:f the 
dat 1 "Jun 26 1865" tho r te could only be a pr paid" AY." If 
1863, the c nce are th t it 1s al 0 a prepaid tJ fay" rather than 
in the Carrier class. 

I have check d thru your Carrier Chaptor and can :find no referonc 
to the ct of' April 16, 1862 - Sec. 1, v.'hereby the P •• G. was authoriz d 
to e tablish branch po t-o:ffices in c1tic and to charge l¢ in addi­
tion to the regular postage :for lettors deposited in such branch o:f:flces. 
Thu city ght have one or ore branch o:ffices but no carrier 
yet m. For e plo, Chicago. Could the Hannan cover be in thi class? 

I nolosing a photo of a 3¢ plus It (1857) :fro~ Portland, 'ain ~to 
Bo ton. I judga the use as Oct. 1, 18 O. Note that the cover has a 
street address in Boston. 

I have be n unable 
and if this 1s not 
a prepaid 1/\ ay. " 
was nm to e. 

to rind any record of a carrier system in Portland 
a pr paid delivery in Bo~ton, then it mu t have b on 
Did you ever a 0 a Portl nd, nino S¢ plus l¢? This 

I have una rth d three 3¢ 57' rat ~ro Bo ton to dIfferent points ith 
tho Bo ton handstn p "Due 1 Cent." From the e it ould appear that 
Bo ton :for a hort poriod, took a hort cut and for unpaid collection 
feoa sent the letters on to destination Ith the Duo marking. You are 

mre how a York handled such unpaid coll ctlon f e letters. Perbap 
Boston consid red thi syste too complicated and imply paid the 
carrier l¢ and sent th lott r Due l¢. erhap Boston did this until 
fa hin ton informed them thnt the pr ctice '1 contrary to the Rogul tiona. 

I Iso have im11 r x9.mpl fro Phil delphi • 

garding your o~ the lOth in reference to the Co ittee comment in 
the r zer Book on the 6¢ In th gr ph a very 
po ltivG st te nt is ad. fuen I read thi I di not think thnt th 
Co ttee 81 that th 6¢ d1 had layout lines but rather that 
t y oro 0 itive thnt th~s as a fact. I h ve a 6¢ ·ssay be~Qre me, 
nnd I have photo of tooth re, onc that belon d to Cha.s and one I 
o d t on~ ti • NOI on 11 thr e thor r mough argins to sho 
th r r 0 1 yout lin s. In spito o:f this proof that I had I as-

d thnt you had proo:f to the oontrar , th t i , that proof might 
xi t ith 1 yout n s ich c fro a differ nt 1 y own than the 

one from hich th thr e I hod eon. 

I ththk it v ry un! ir to state nt in tho second p ragraph •. 
o 'd ar 'lllott, you quot th Co l1tte' co ants but surely you 
r re o:f th f ct thnt I kno that Stowell don't .o~ any thin 

about th 6¢ E ay and neith r doe Arthur Hall, xcept to y s you. 

o hy c 11 th co nt , th nCo tt e Co nt fI hen in fact they 
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1,2. 

• El110t t POIT , c. 26. 1941. 

ar nothing mor than Elliott Perry's co ents . Jll I am asking. 
i this falr? 

You tntad 1n your 1 tter that you couldn't make the II One Cont first" 
a s ption fit at all . 'ell aftor ~l thnt is just your opInion. . 
Because you camot belIeve that the 1¢ came first surG~y does not prove 
that th 6t c 40 f1r t . In this game there are a lot of things ~hIch 
turn up all the tIme hich so m contrary to facts . You further stated 
thnt "fo th or:; hich disagr 0 ith facts can be rlght . fI I hee.tily-~ 

grOG Ith you on this pOint . but you have no fact to prove th t the 
6~ came first . It is your b lief that it did, and unti1 post t1v 
facts are produced your bollef is merely an unsupported theory. You 
have a habit of forming very po itlve oplnions and such opinions ppear 
to you as facts . Therefore if I di agree 11th you my Idea ar 
theories and contr ry to your Ideas which you consider tacts . 'ith 
no proof you ass d thnt th 1847 plato ero teol . and so far n I 
can recnll you hnv never adm1tted th possIbI11ty that the plates 'I r 
copper. Colson mad fun of my copp r pI to story but thnt only goe to 
how ho 11ttl h kno about such things . 

Re - the 5t 1847"D" shift - In tho • r on collect10n as a horlzon ~ 1 
pair ith the left t l? the "D" shift . men Chase sold hl 1847' s he 
had no record of the "C' and "D. " Lator Dan H att dlscovered the "e u 

and sent it on to e to photograph. As near as I can rocall I dls ­
cover d the "DIf pair in arson' s collection but I nsau ed at fIr -t 
It VI s a duplIcate of the "at! and didn't dlscov-l' that It me dlf.fer nt 
until T had Bob s nd e th pair to photograph. Thl t have be n 
about 1921 s I have the original nogatl ve . 

10 '1 in th lnt rv nlng 20 ye rs I have loc t d and photographed f1 v 
cople of the "e" and Iso a s nl" pi ce of a sixth cOPY', but though 
I arch d and e rch d I nov l' able to find a duplicate of the 
"n. " stov Brown tudied the Emerson pair nnd en to a very fl~~ 
decIsion thnt it rlns a "kIss" but I failed to see at the time how he 
could possibly for such a foolish opinion. 

I assumed that bee u nd B copie 1'0 not scarce and that a and D 
copies ore r r that the e nd D c from Pl 2 . but it does seom 
trnngo that lx oopi s of C or knovm and only onG "D. " In additlon 

I think thnt th "D" ho'J that y or i pI' ssions 'I 1'0 struck from 
Pl 2 than 11 stud nts have uspected. I have ro~ 0 e years beli ved 
firmly that this. a po Itlv f ct . 

I am onclo Ing h r ith!l..1'). nl rg d photo raJ,il of the ErneI' on pair nd 
I ant you to tudy this 010 1,. nd tell 0 frrulkly mat JOu think it 
i . I it printIng error, ono of your "1 t tlon shift f or' 1s it 

DctU 1 plnte v riety. 

Elliott I do not agr e Ith you that it 1s Impo Ible to distingul h the 
dift renc b t n an ctu 1 pI te varl ty nd any variety of a prlnting . 
rror, no tter by what n e you call tho latter. uch s a kIss , Imi­

tatIon hift or h t -not . One"i a co tant v rloty, the other is not . 
Could~t bo B Ibi that ar not ble to dist1ngu h tho differonc 
b tie n the t 01 11 ot cours m y so- c 11ed xperts 'Jouldn1t be ble 
to t 11 the ff r nc but I doubt If one. 11ke eha e t a deep at dent of 
pI t v rietics 70uld confuse the difference. 
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r . Elliott Perry, Dec . 26, 1941. 

and you noted cert in characteristics 

ere 

I as ume that you ill agr ~ th e that the liD" is ctu 1 p1 (to 
v riety and 1r so, do a it v ry strange th t 16 have only been 
ble to diocov r one copy? Don't cwme that car ful s arch has not eon 

steve Bro1n t led hi be t to find n dup11c t ~ and 0 have others , 
ntlon my elf. Dan H tt kne bout th II • for ten y I' bofore 

th d tr1 d his bo t to find dupllcnt. 

lot I quito ure th I' 
been you ur 1 }ould h v pott d t 

eithor the "An and "B. n 

copy of tb "D. " 
it i 00 

cD niel as quite student of th 5~ 1847, Y t tho e" nd liD" 
vidontly unkno to h • 

re 

I not our r rk r - the Slater cover and I can 11 b lievo th t 
t e use could have been 1849. 

Wh t do you think of this 
s late re- entry on P1 
I' ly food for t ought . 
rson p ir? ' Id you 
PI 2 t s1 

theor . Th "e" c e fro P1 2 but tho liD" 
On . This is not n thoory of m.no t 
t do you thl .. of , tho impression of th 

y that thi ir 100· like ~ h t 0 h v knoml 

photo~r ph of your 
ould you 11k to 

d to e nd tho 

borro th cov r fro the pr nt 0 m r so th t I can 
r ph of it , it should be 111u trat d in Brookman's 

.... .,.' ...... ·nt tho 

an or 

hlllldbook, I do 
• You 1111 note I 
rtlng any fin 1 

11' th right to 
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r . Elliott Perry, Dec. 26, 1941. 

I have rn d Brookman that I ul11 not per t him to usc any 01' 
. my 111ustration or origInal material 11' final "co_Aments" are to be 

insorted in a. prospective handbook by 0. handbook committee of one . 

I .uggest that you keep the liD" photograph herewith for your record 
and if you want any additional prints let me know. 

How about P t 42. I am 100 ing fOrfr rd to your ro rks on the 
"soldier shirt" and fe 1 others of my p ts and if I .find any 
op ning I' 11 go to the 1 t wi th you. 

Yours etc ., 

" It 

known of the lOt 1855 Brown hift 
.. II It lO~ 1847 Knapp " 
U tt " 5¢ 1847 'D" " 

P •• - - One lone copy i 
II " n .. 

" 
You believe that the lO¢ 1855 1s a genuine plnte vari ty, or do ou'? 
You do not believe the lO¢ 1847 is consistent - you do not believe it is 
n ffpo.inting , fI honce you .. Rt believe it is an error of printing. 

no in which cIa s do you put the IfD~? 



THE PERSONAL EQUATION 
NUMBER VI Ln the Postal History Problem 

The following article is compiled (unless 
otherwise ;tated) from files of the .;Rocky 
M01mtai" News of the years 1859, 1860 and 
1861, in the library of the State Historical 
Society of Colorado. 

EIGHTY years ago, come March 2 r, 
occurred the ignominious capitu­

lation of the great Central O verland 
California & Pike's Peak Express Com­
pany. 

I ts surrender was occasioned by de­
vitalizing conflicts on two fronts. Of 
these, the war of its Pony Express­
against hostile Indians, unseasonable 
weather conditions and ever-mounting 
deficits-has been the greater public­
ized. 

The other war-which began before 
the inauguration of the Pony Express 
and continued after its abandonment 
-brought forth all the emotions of 
men and nations when engaged in a 
struggle for survival. 

A decade after the rush of the For­
ty-niners to California, gold again 
caused a stampede, to the Rocky 
Mountains. 

"Pike's Peak or Bust." Adventure, 
great wealth, curiosity-these and a 
dozen other forces impelled tens of 
thousands on their headlong rush 
westward. 

"Pike's Peak", however, was a mis­
nomer. Focal point of the Argonauts 
was the confluence of Cherry Creek 
and the South Fork of the Platte Riv­
er, seventy miles or more northward 
from the mountain, discovered half a 
century before by Lieutenant Zebulon 
Pike, that had given its name to the 
whole Rocky Mountain gold region. 

Rival settlements sprang up on 
either side of Cherry Creek, just below 
the Platte, each with its real estate 
promoters, shop keepers and other 
business interests, to ignore the parasi­
tical element ever present in such en­
vironments to prey upon the gullible. 

Auraria, on the west bank of Cher­
ry Creek, was the first established. St. 
Charles, its name soon changed to 
Denver City, avidly seized upon every 
opportunity to eclipse its rival. 

D enver City and Auraria, how­
ever, were merely stopping and out­
fitting points for those bound for the 
mountains to the west, where gold was 
being discovered. 

On only one thing were Aurarians, 
Denverites and fortune seekers agreed: 
Direct communication must be es-

MaMJ" .23, 194.2 

By EMERSON N. BARKER 

tablished-and immediately-between 
towns on the Missouri River and the 
gold fields. 

The Cherry Creek settlements were 
two hundred miles from the Overland, 
or Oregon Trail, over which a sem­
blance of mail lines were in operation. 
The Santa Fe Trail, too, was far away. 

A direct mail and express line was 
needed. Speed was a requisite, with 
expense of no moment. Unlimited gold 
deposits would take care of that! 

Stagecoach War 

L. & P. P. Express 

William H. Russell, head of the 
freighting firm of Russell, Majors & 
Waddell, was importuned to establish 
the fast express line so urgently need­
ed. Pike's Peakers knew that the re­
sources of the freighters were consid­
erable, and surmised that charges lev­
ied against freight carried by their 
myriad ox-drawn wagons over West­
ern trails was "easy money". 

Russell, a frequent and well-known 
visitor to the gold regions, was just 
the man to take a chance (only a 
slight one at that), and richly de­
served to reap the harvest that was 
certain to come from the fast express. 

Eager and more than willing was 
Russell. His enthusiasm, however, was 
not shared by his partners. 

Undaunted, Russell and John S. 
Jones surveyed and equipped an ex­
press line as near as practicable on a 
direct line from Leavenworth to Cher­
ry Creek. Eight hundred mules and 
fifty Concord coaches were acquired, 
and an army of men employed. 

Coaches were piled high with pas­
sengers, mail bags and express, and ar­
rivals and departures were high points 
of interest, both on the Missouri Riv­
er and the mountain gold region. Ex­
penses, however, were far greater than 
receipts-no matter if coaches were 
crowded to capacity at top rates­
and at the end of three months the 
line was on financial rocks. Russell, 
Majors & Waddell took over the line. 

Denver City and Auraria had in 
the meantime attempted to outwit 
each other. By a clever real estate deal, 
Denver City had been designated as 
western terminal of Jones & Russell's 
Express. Aurarians, by much wire­
pulling, obtained a postmaster ap­
pointment for a fellow citizen. 

On July 9, r859, the community 
newspaper published the following: 

"MAIL NOTICE-Please inform your read­
ers that I have made arrangements with Mr. 
Willis, one of the employes of the United 
States Express Co., to carry the mails from 
Auraria to the Missouri River, the cOntract 
to commence on Monday next and continue 
to depart every Monday morning until fur­
ther notice. Therefore, three-cents postage 
will convey the letters to the States, and the 
same back, as soon as the agent gets through. 
-H. Allen, P. M." 

The editor of the newspaper ob­
(Continued on .next page) 

u. S. C mmemoratives, Special Issues and Airmails 
On page 192 will be found a very complete listing of these attractive and popular 

stamps. 
1938-40 USED PRESIDENTIAL SERIES AND FAMOUS AMERICANS 
Listed bel1:lw, singles, blocks, both fine and extra fine selected condition. 

Singles. Blocks. Singles. 
Scott's. Fine. Ex.F. Fine. Ex.F. Scott's. Fine. Ex.F. 
803 'hc Salmon .... .01 .02 .02.04 819 Hc Blue ....... .02 .03 
804 1c Green .. .. . .01 .01 .01 .02 820 15c Gray ...... .01 .02 
805 l'hc Brown ..... .01 .01 .02 .05 821 16c Black ...... .05 .07 
806 2c Rose .. . ... .01 .01 .01 .02 822 17c Red .......... 02 .04 
807 3c Purple .. .. .01 .01 .01 .02 823 18c Carmine ... .02 .03 
808 4c Mauve ..... .01 .02 .06.11 824 19c Violet ..... .06 .09 
809 4'hc Gray ...... .02 .03 .07 .10 825 20c Green ...... .01 .02 
810 5c Blue ....... .01 .01 .02 .03 826 21c Blue . ..... . .03 .05 
811 6c Orange .... .01 .01 .01 .03 827 22c Vermilion . .07 .11 
812 7c Sepia ... ... .01 .02 .16 .19 828 24c Black .. . . .. .08 .10 
813 Be Olive ...... .01.02 .12 .19 829 25c Red Lilac.. .02 .04 
814 9c Pink ...... .01 .02 .03.07 830 30c Ultramarine .01 .02. 
815 10c Brown ..... .01 .01 .01 .02 831 50c Violet . ..... .01 .03' 
816 Hc IDtramarine .01 .03 .20.25 832 $1 Purple Black.04 .06 
817 12c Violet ..... .01 .02 •• .20 833 $2 Grn. & Blk. .32 .40 
818 13c Green ...... .04 .08 .24.28 834 $5 Carm. & Elk. .50 .55 
Short Set (lhc to $1) .55 .95 4.50 5.75 Complete Set .... . .. 1.30 1.75 

USED FAMOUS AMERICANS 

Blocks. 
Fine. Ex.F. 

.30 .34 

.02 .05 

.24 .29 

.31 .34 
•• .38 

.35 .39 

.01 .04 
.32 .39 
.43 .47 *. .54 
.14 .24 
,42 .55 
.10 .18 
.18 .30 

3.45 3.85 
2.95 3.35 

10.75 12.75 

.01 .02 .06 .08 / 5c Blue ............ .03 .05 .13 .16 

.01 .02 .07 .09 10c Brown .. . . . . . . . .05.07 .24.29 

.01 .01 .10 .12 Complete Set ... . ... .09.14 .55 .70 
Set of 7 Series ..... .59 .95 3.50 4.50 

1c Green ... . ....... . 
2c Carmine ........ . 
3c Purple .......... . 

Plea e indicate which series you want - Authors, Poets (100/0), Educators (100/0), 
Scientists. Musicians, Artists. Inventors. 
A copy of our new Second Edition 1942 U_ S. and B. N. A. list will be gladly sent upon 

receipt of p08ta~e. A 
STANLEY GIBBONS, INC. 38M Park Row, New York, H. Y. ~ 
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Our Next Sale 
March 30th. A Fine Collection of 19th and 

20th Century stamps, Air Mails, Air Mail 
Covers, etc. Many fine Single Stamps and 
Sets. Also 150 Wholesale Lots. Write for 
free catalogue. 

MAX F. BIER CO. ~ 
P. O. Box 14, Staten Island, N. Y. d:!i!& 

185 COUNTRIES 
are listed and priced from 1 to 15c each 
(also higher priced) in my new 32-page list. 
Fill in all your lower- and medium-priced 
stamps at the lowest prices possible. Send 
at once for list. 

LARGE SELECTIONS 
of stamps by country priced as low as pos­
sible gladly sen t on approval. Reference, 
please. 
V. H. Hasselbaum, Westbury, N. Y. 

r: JUST OFF PRESS ... 

NEW . 1942 Edition . NEW I 

I AMERIC~;~u~~r~~eEd~;l~~T!~~~) of SETS I 
(Re,-ised throughout and up to date. 
Thousands of New additions and price 

Z changes.) ~ 

8 Q NEW ISSUES to Dec., 1941 >l>-
E-< &5 Miniature sheets complete ." 
.... 00 Airmails complete tr:l 
iO .... Brit. Coronations and JubUee. t:::I 
~ 1;) 0 Semi-Postals - almost complete .... 
C'I :; '" Commemoratives-almost compl. >-3 
~ ~ Brit., French, Dutch, etc., Cols. 0 
en ~., Regular issues, 19th & 20th Cent. Z 
....;:: General Collections 

~ Packets by countries, etc ., etc. I o French and Domestic Albums 

Sent F R E E only on r eceipt of 10 
cents to cover forwarding charges (de­
ductable from your first purchase of 
$1.00 or more). [tf 

NEW YORK STAMP CO.,INC.Ai., 
569 Fifth Ave., New York City 

BIGGER & BETTER 

u. S. Cut Square Envelopes 
UNUSED AND FINE 

U252 . .. . .18 U268 ... , .26 U326 .. .. . 24 
U253 ..... 18 U289 ..... 29 U327 ..... 20 
U255 .. , .1.70 U291 . . ... 42 U334 ..... 38 
U257 ... . . 90 W292 .... 1.25 U335 ... . . 24 
U259 ..... 28 U295 ..... 19 U336 .... 1.40 
U262 . ... .30 U297 .... 1.25 U338 .... lAO 
U266 . . .. 1.70 U302 .... 1.45 U343 .... 2.00 

Hundreds 'Of otbers in stock. New Price 
list in preparation - send for a copy. £ 

R. J. LEWIN SON CO. 
525 West End Ave., New YOl'k, N. Y. 

Mint Canada 
'Vell-centered and Very Fine 

l:102 15c orange Quebec .. ........ . ... 1.75 
123 Ie coil perf. 8 horiz. . ...... .. . . 
126a Ie block imperf. between .... . .. . 0 
128a 2c blocl, imperf. between ...... .95 
13-'3 2c coil perf. 12 boriz . ........... 1.50 
136 1c yellow i m perf. ............ . . .{O 

MR7 2c+1c War 'l'ax coil ........... .29 
Remember Pearl Harbor - Smash Japan! 

WILLIAM T. ADAMS 
Box 110-1 SAX JOSE, CALIF. 

Forgeries Old and New 
A {8-page book containing a great deal of 

information on counterfeits - well illus­
trated. 
Just Oot .. . ........•. ......... . Price $1.00 

K OW YOUR STAMPS 
Articles in these booklets are d1fl'erent 

from those in above. 
Part I Counterfeits A-G ........... .35 
Part II Counterfeits G-M •..•...... .s5 
Part III Counterfeits M-Z ......•... .M 
Part I V Information on Varieties ... • .SIS 
Parts I-IV Bea uUfully bound ...•... 11.00 

EMCO MONTHLY JOURNAL 
America'fi ontstanding phUatel1c house 

organ - 12 issues ................. .50 

MARKS STAMP CO. LIMITED 
258B College St., TOBONTO, ONT. 
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IF INTERESTED IN UNITED STATES STAMPS 

OONFRDEBATE STATES 
CUBA 

HAWAII 
PHILIPPINES 

Let me know what yOu need. 
price. 

or 
CANAL ZONE 

GUAM 
PANAMA 

POBTO BICO 
The chances are I can help yon, and at the right 

I als-o have a flne lot of British Colonials, both 19th and 20th centnry. 
H. A. ROBINETTE, 900 F Street N. W ~ WASHINGTON, D. C. 

served editorially that business inter­
ests and others would be glad to know 
that the monopoly of the express com­
pany was to be broken, and regular 
United States postage rates would pre­
vail. (The express charge was twenty­
five cents for letters and ten cents for 
newspapers, in addition to usual post­
age rates set by the Post Office De­
partment.) 

Auraria had a post office and a post­
master, but no official contract had 
been let for bringing the mail, and 
Mr. Willis soon tired of his offer. 

Soon Denver City and Auraria 
united under a single government, and 
again inhabitants of the region were 
united with a single purpose: To break 
the hold of the L. & P. P. Express Co. 

Indignation meetings were held and 
the proceedings of such, with letters 
from aggrieved citizens of mountain 
and plain, filled the columns of the 
newspapers. It was the consensus that 
Russell, Majors & Waddell, controlling 
all of the mail and express and much 
of the freight, were a liability rather 
than an asset to the region. 

The editor, from his sanctum in 
normally-dry Cherry Creek - the 
printing house being situated so that 
both Auraria and Denver City might 
be served - noted that all was not 
well; that express charges on mail 
matter as well as gold dust were out 
of reason, and that the conduct of 
employes of the express company 
could not be condoned. 

C. O. C. & P. P. Express 
Messrs. Russell, Majors and Waddell 

extended their interests in the mail­
carrying field. The defunct L. & P. 
P. Express was reorganized and recapi­
talized as the Central Overland Cali­
fornia & Pike's Peak Express. They 
held a contract for transporting mail 
over the Oregon Trail via Salt Lake 
City, and the Pony Express was estab­
lished in April of 1860 to demonstrate 
the value of the Central Route to 
California. 

Denver City and the mining camps 
were served only by a spur that came 
off the main line. That was an added 
insult. Officials of the C. O. C. & P. 
P. could not be persuaded to route the 
main line by way of the gold regions 
in the Pike's Peak country. 

Then tae C. O. C. & P. P. rapidly 
extended its lines from Denver City 
into the mountains as mushroom 
camps sprang up near bonanzas . It 
seemed that the express company had 

its finger in every pie. Resentment 
mounted daily. 

Independent competitors established 
other lines; the fight was furious if­
not for long. Resources of Russell and 
associates suppressed all competition. 

Then came another challenge to the 
C. O. C. & P. P. Like many another 
declaration of war, its full import :~as 
not at the time realized. 

The editor of the pioneer newspaper 
in Cherry Creek noted in the issue of 
May 30, 1860: 

"Elsewhere in this issue will be found the 
advertisement of Hinckley & Co.'s mountain 
express. It is under the supervision of Mr. H. 
himself, who has had long experience in the 
business and is well qualified to render per­
fect satisfaction. Miners and others in the 
mountains will find a material cheapenittg of 
their postal tax." 

A new express into the mountains! 
A cheapening of the postal tax! This 
was to be a war not only of spee? but 
of cutthroat rates. 

The C. O. C. & P. P. accepted the 
challenge. Its stage lines into the 
mountains were the most profitable of 
all; the origin of the golden treasure 
from the mines. The population of 
the mining camps was many times 
greater than Denver City and other 
towns on the plains. The miners had 
the money, and were not too particu­
lar as to its disposition. 

Hinckley's campaign, reflected in 
newspaper advertisements, expanded 
rapidly, after its forces were assem­
bled and equipped: 

Aug. 30, r86o-Daily service to Mountain 
City and intermediate points. Tri-weekly 
service to Boulder City and Calif'Ornia Gulch 
and intermediate points. 

Sept. 6-Another route to Mountain City, 
serving many communities until then with­
ou t service. 

Sept. 29-Government stamped envelopes 
for sale, for ten cents each. These envelopes 
bearing the markings of Hinckley & Co. Ex­
press, will carry letters to any part of the 
United States. 

Oct~ 20-Western Stage Line, bearing 
Hinckley messengers, arrived from Omaha, 
making trip in four days and twelve hours­
the fastest thne yet made. 

The struggle attracted the attention 
of the West. 

Horses alatlrer, jehus cracking their 
whips, passengers trusting their souls 
to the Almighty, as coaches careened 
down mountain trails, cutting min­
utes from schedules! 

Then came a series of bombastic ad­
vertisements, sometimes on different 
pages of the newspapers, often side by 
side, as if the stage line enemies were 
engaged in a hand-to-hand struggle. 

(Continued on page r 88) 



The Personal Equation 
(Continued from page I80) 

Hinckley & Co. advertisements, il­
lustrated with a Pony Express rider 
sounding his horn, shouted that: It 
was the Only Legitimate Express 
Company in the Mouiltains-lts Fa­
cilities and Reliability Surpassed All 
Others-it employed "Sober, FaitbfuJ 
and Reliable Messengers"-it handled 
Light Freight and Packages on Qttick. 
Time and at Less Prices than any 
Other. Time to Omaha was four and 
one-half days; time to St. Joseph six 
days, and to New York nine days. 
Letters in government stamped enve­
lopes taken from the mountains and 
Denver to the States for seven cents. 

Officials of the C. O. C. & P. P. 
doubtless were puzzled and angered. 
While they were operating the Pony 
Express over the line to California at 
a great loss, Hinckley was using an 
illustration of the Pony Express rider 
to emphasize the idea of speed which 
its messengers were making in stage­
coaches. 

Making the best of an unfavorable 
situation, C. O. C. & P. P. advertise­
ments show a coach at full speed, the 
driver cracking his whip characteris­
tically at the ear of the lead horse. 

This old establislDed line offered the 
same Facilities, Despatch and Security 
as ever- Daily Trips to and from the 
Mountains, Quick.er Than A11Y Other 
Line - Efficient and Tmstworthy 
Messenger-To St. Joseph and Leaven­
worth from the mountains in seven 
days, from Denver in six. Govern­
ment stamped envelopes, bearing our 
express stamp, for sale in the moun­
tains and Denver; letters taken from 
the mountains to St. Joseph and Leav­
enworth for ten cents; newspapers 
five cents. 

An End to the War 
The price war also extended to pas­

senger fares, and the pioneer news­
paper said on Dec. 26, r860: 

"COACHES FOR GREGOR Y'5--Both the 
C. O. C. & P. P. and Hinckley Express 
coaches left this J110rning for the nlountains, 
with over a baker's dozen passengers . It seems 
cheaper to take a trip to the mountains now­
adays, at a dollar a head, than to loaf around 
town for nothing." 

It was inevitable that the weaker 
should succumb. The last advertise­
ment of Hinckley & Co. found was 
in the issue of May r4, r861. 

A little later the editor called at­
tention to a change in the routing of 
the C. O. C. & P. P. mountain stage 
lines, to accommodate communities 
formerly served by its vanquished ad­
versary. 

The C. O. C. & P. P., too, had re­
ceived wounds from which it never 
recovered . In less than a year the 
mighty had fallen. 
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Coming Issues 

By J. AVERY WELLS. 

Paraguay - Mr. W. H. Chippen­
dale writes under date of March 7th 
to advise us that there will be a new 
set of stamps, printed by the Ameri­
can Bank Note Co., to celebrate the 
anniversary of the elevation of Asun­
cion to the status of a city. There 
will be three Postage values, 2P, 5P 
and 7P, and there will be three Air 
Post values, 20P, 70P and 500P' 

Venezuela - Mr. F. Jacobi ad­
vises us that, according to previous 
plans, fourteen Air Post stamps have 
been reprinted. Whether there is va­
riation in the shades to justify an ad­
ditional chronicle, we are unable at 
present to say. The stamps reissued 
are: 5C (No. C80), roc (No. C8r), 
15C (No. CI36), 20C (No. Cr37), 
25C (No. C87), 30C (No. C88), 40C 
(No. Cr33), 90C (No. C96), I.2ob 
(No. ClOO) , I.90b (No. CI02), 
I.95b (No. CI03), 2b (No. CI4I), 
3b (No. CI09), 3.70b (No. ClIO). 
The quantity issued is stated as 20,000 
copies each. 

Trade Notes 
-J. C. Morgenthau & Co., 1 W. 

47th St., N. Y. c., will hold an im­
portant sale of "Objects of Art" Tues­
day afternoon, March 24. 1942. 

-Don't forget the Cosmos Sale, 
March ~8th at 116 Nassau St., N. Y. 
C, featuring United States, Philippines 
and Foreign stamps. 

-Ernest A. Kehr advises us that 
his latest book "Twentieth Century 
Stamps of Egypt" is not available from 
the Chambers Publishing House but 
only' from Ernest A. Kehr, 127-10 
103rd St., Richmond Hill, N. Y . 

-H. R. Harmer, Inc., 32-34 E. 57th 
St., N. Y. c., will sell an exceptionally 
fine collection of Great Britain and 
British Colonies at their auction sale 
March 31st. Lots may be viewed 
March 27, 28, 30, and the day of the 
sale. 

-L. W. Hudson, P. O. Box 476, 
North Hollywood, Calif., will hold 
their 144th Auction Sale, March 31st. 
The sale will feature United States 
and Foreign, Lots by Countries, and 
Wholesale Lots. 

-We wish to call our readers' at­
tention to Harry Ioor's ad on First 
Flight Covers, in the March 16th issue. 
These covers were flown over F. A. M. 
18. The "18" was left out by error. 

Mrvu:Jt. ,23, 1942 

Club Items 
The Bison Philately Society has is­

sued a patriotic sheet in commemo­
rating their Ninth Anniversary. print­
ed in red and blue on white. For com­
plete information write to the society 
at 148 Blaine Ave., Buffalo, N. Y. 

The Passaic Stamp Club will spon­
sor a Stamp Bourse at the Y. M. C. 
A., Passaic, N. J., in the near future. 
A 11 nearby collectors and dealers are 
urged to cooperate. The com mittee 
consists of R. Thomson, Wm. R. 
Leichter, E. Lerch and A. Gillardon. 

The Cedar Rapids Stamp Club 
(Iowa) will hold their Banquet and 
Exhibit March 29th at the Hotel Mon­
trose with the Cedar Rapids Coin Club 
as guests. 

The Jack Knight Air Mail Society 
want you to submit a name, title or 
sloga n for their Cartoon. Suitable 
prizes will be awarded. Copies will be 
mailed to anyone sending a self-ad­
dressed stamped envelope to the Sec., 
Earl H. Wellman, 3532 Oak Ave., 
Brookfield, Ill. 

At the March 16th meeting of the 
Heights Stamp and Hobby Club, W. 
]. Doemick displayed his prize-win­
ning Civil War Patriotic envelopes and 
material. The club is also putting up 
"Bundles for Buddies" and any service 
man interested in receiving back num-

MINT PLATE BLOCKS 
657 2c Sullivan .................... (6) .~ 
655 2c Edison ............ . .. ... ... (4) .6 
681 2c Ohio River ................. (6) .4 
683 2c Charleston ...... ... . . ...... (6) .~ 
649 2c Aero .................. . .. .. (6) .5 
629 2c White Plains ............... (6) .8 

We have many other Blocks. Old and ne' 
issues. 52-page list free. 

PRECANCELS 
Many thouBa.ndB unpiclced - $3.00 per 100< 

We do not sell precancels excep 
in 1000 lots, so you get them as the 
come in. [7 

NEW HUSSMAN STAMP CO. ;I.;~~t:S.~IO 

Clerleaf Interleayes t 
'T'ransparent, Protective. No Cutting, 
No Fussing. Stays Flat. Does not dis­
color stamps. Clerleaf ftts any standard 
3·ring hinder. No.XX (10 Interleaves) 5Oc. 

Write for Illustrated price list. 

THORP & lIIARTIN CO. [S2 
70 Franklin St. Boston, Mus. 

FAMOUS 
OR 
IFTV 
YEARS 

Whitfield King' 
NEW ISSUE SERVIC 

Ask for leallet ~iYi:l 
full details and order fOr1l 

WHITFiElD KING & CD., Ipswich, Eoglao 
E.ta.blhhed 1869. r 

bers of philatelic literature should writ 
to the Pres. of the Club at 552 Wes 
181 St., N. Y. C 

1942 EDITIONS 

INTERNATIONAL AIR POST ALBUMS 
Bound Style $1.25 Loose Leaf Style $2.00 

and 

SIMPLIFIED ALBUM for UNITED STATES STAMP~ 
Bound Style $1.25 Loose leaf Style $2.00 

also 

Supplementary Pages for 1941 Editions 

NOW READY 
Order frOID your dealer 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
One West 47th Street NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Ash h>v-ool<.... f3v 
'9"'2..1 C)"Y" 1'1-z.~ 

O""Cflna.f Cf!lpy 

Mr. E. S. Knapp, 
New York City. 

Dear Sir: 

COP Y 

Prattsville, April 11th. 

Your letter of the Seventh, with photo of 
an old envelope reached me yesterday, and I was very 
much interested indeed in reading it. I must have 
misread your other letter, for in that you asked 
about a Mrs. M. C. Pratt, (as I read it) and not 
Mrs. M. E. Pratt, as I am the Mrs. M. E. Pratt of 
whom you are inquiring;--

I think I can give you the information you want. My husband 1st. 
Lieut. M. E. Pratt of Company K. 1st Ala. Regiment and I were 
married on Nov. 2nd, 1862. In eight days he left, returning to 
his command at Port Hudson. 

The seige of Port Hudson began in May, 1863 
and lasted until July 9th, when the garrison was 
forced to surrender. The privates were paroled, but 
the officers were all taken prisoners and sent to 
New Orleans when they were kept in prison at 21 
Rampart St. for three months, then they were sent by 
boat to New York and from there by rail to the Federal 
prison on Johnsons Island in Lake Erie. 

1~. Pratt was released from there about the 
middle of Sept. 1864, on what was called a "Dead 
Parole,tI as he was in wretched health, from chronic 
dysentery, contracted in prison. He was not ex­
pected to live to get home, but improved daily 
after his release and reached home safely about the 
last of Sept. 1864. 

The copy of the old envelope shows that the letter 
was written while Mr. Pratt was a prisoner in New Orleans. 
However, the envelope was not addressed by Mr. Pratt-he very 
often got some of his friends to address his letters for 
him. It certainly was received by me for the "ans. 4th. of 
Aug." is in my hand-writing. 

I would be delighted to have a copy of the photo of the 
old envelope, and ,nIl thank you very much if you will send 
me one. I would like to keep this one for a few days to show 
all of my children, four of whom live in Prattville, but the 
other one lives in Columbus, Miss. 

NoW P want to ask you a few questions. When and of whom did 
you get this old envelope? I cannot imagine how it got in to 
your hands unless it was through a Mrs. Cox of Mobile a friend 
of mine who visited me a good many years ago and we were 
looking over old envelopes as she was hunting old Confederate 
stamps. 

Heve 





ill". E . S. Kn lIP, 
No! ~o't"'k C'" tl' . 

De r Sir: . 

Pr'ttville, April 11th. 

Your lett,,· of the S, .. venth, i th Jhoto of 
'n old Emvc10 le rc enact e y\,;ster" o.y, end I ,lJ. very 

mtlc intoreat d in ecd in r#adi it. I Muat hl.ve 
r:1':'or ..:.J. your other letter, ... Dr in that you a.sked 
l b ut L "h'l. . C. Pratt, ( R I m.d it) und not 
U~'''' . !. E. Pr;J.tt, as 1-1!!. tIle UrG. It . E. Pratt of 
ThoM you r 'In ulrino;, 

I t in'" loan give you the infertr: tien you 
\7i nt. Hy huob nd lot, Lieut. L E . Pratt of Con: ny 
K. lot Alt... R..l ,ic n't 'nd ! ',ere Tn 'ried en Nov. 2nd" 
U~62 . In ~i .. l;' "1'£'1 he left, returning to his COTt1-

tl1 nd at Port II . on. 

Th~ (3 '1; of Port Hu son began in '~u.y, 1963 
nd lasted until July 9th~ :'ih n th! g~rrison ~us 

forcee. to surrender. Tn .1'':' V' tee . re 'lXo1,d; out 
tIl officers lor '111 t ken prioon ,ro . nd , nt to 
lkn Orle..mn hen tl cy TI ,r,- .~ ;pt in • rioon .t 21 
R part St. fur thrc~ -onths, them they rTCre fNnt 
by bout to .J~ 'I York n from th "l't; by rJ.l1 to the 
FcJ.cral priElvn on Jol1noons luI nd in Lake Erie. 

. "!r. Pr tt ,0., r 1 G fr 1 tht.: ... e bout tn, 
n id'le of Sc ~t. 186', on hut w s c .110d a. "De d 
P lrole ll

, t; S he as in .retch 11 lw Ith, fron chronic 
dysl;ntcry, contructucl in pI'icon. He', not e -
poet ,(1 to Ii v~ to get home, but improved d i ly 
Lft r bin rule". e i nd roached ho.e J.!cly a.bout the 
l~st of w·Jt. le64. ' 

Tho copy of tlw o.ld envelope, aho IS th).t the 
l ... tte.r V(;!.G lritten vrhilc t~r . Pratt n),.~ a prisoner 
in p~w Orlccns. However, tll nv"lo ,e ~ ..... S not 
£.;.c.'lr ; ,Ged by ilr. 1'r tt-he very often got some of his 
friendc to . drens his letters for him. It c~rtainly 

P G rect.:i vtJd by me for the nana. It-th. of Aug. II i9 
in y h nd- ritln). 



.1r. E. S . Knapp :fire;. 

I roul be deliGht d to h vo a copy of the 
~hoto of the 01 ,nvclo e, ~nd ill thank you very 

much if you flill s nd me one. I auld like to k ,ep 
th' 0 on, for a f d y8 to shO?1 all of my children, 
four vi ,hon I've in Prattville, but the other one 
live in Columbus, liies. 

ROJ I want to 'sk you f01 ~ueationo. 
\"!ben nd of Iher i you Bet thio old cnv,lope? I 
cannot i.' ~~int~ ho'l it got in to your hunda unles 1 t 
'(1'.0 thro :1 1;.;. ~l's. COA of "'obil' I. f 'i d f uina 
\' ho vis: t e ~ood F,( ny ye rs ,0. d 'f1' i '1' ~ 
100 "in ov r ole1. nvclo S ohe 'i G hunt' n r 01 
Coni ,(lerat c at· po. 

I 0 not x m mbet' f.':' vi ,her any, but muo t 
have; done GO, for I ur 1y h ve had th.t old cnvcloJ)' 
. s I rucor"nize my h nd ::Iri t ing on the env lope rmd my 
d ..... l r;ht.r :; il.;h .. 100 I liv{; c.J.lso r~cCJ3Ilizt;d n the 
11 ma. ll,th Au ~. n .tt. iJr-.. tt eli:d nov. ~Cth" lSiS9 . 

If th.;r in my oth{,r inform tion th t I 
can l> v Y u I " 11 b... v 'xy gl d inde d to furni ah 
you ith it. 

Th .f'll": ng yo 1 for iri tin'" Ie' sain for 
infol" tion 0 r1.'.' .J. ratt" I 

YOt:,l"G r""s ctfu11y, 

~O. Jul'U 1 . Pr tt, 

i>r tuvillc, 

Al . 

I have u. gr nd d'.u"htt.::r by 1 u.rriuge lho 
in no .~rs . . E . Pr t t · 
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f§w vl- ?Lac bnd~ 
744 Broar.l . ~ r t 
)jawork 2,. N. J..A 

.~ 

f ovember 1st, 950 • 

Mr. Lawrence L. Shenfield, 
350 Fifth Avenue, 

Hew Yorlc, N. Y. 

De r Larry: 

Here ar the hotost ts of t e group of covers I 
told yo;.} a out on the phone thi S orning. nen I read the refe ... (" . ce 
to the Louis1cna Co ittee in th co y of your letter of ye terd y to 
St n, it struck ne as a great coincidence that so eth turned up 
r ce tly on that subject, 'W 4 • ch LJmew ab3ut. So, r 'nought that you 
and Stamey would like to he r aoout t~lis, and I Iso ould be uch 
interested in he r ng what you two already have on it. 

Thc~e covers for art of a "find n of t..;le Reyn s cor­
res ondenee, • loh our mutual :fr end L on rd V • .du.car of e11 Orleanw 
t ~ned u rec ntly. All of the cover ori inat d in New Orl ans in 
186.3 or 1864, from where they were smu.;.>gled out c iefly to J.obile, 
and sent on to t.e addressee in A,;) te, Georgia., nostly y t~e Loui..,;­
ana Co ittee. So e apparently were sent via messenger on block.de 
'unners tarough Char12ston and Savannah, 1-1 ere they were ai cd. ..TO 
photos of ~ as are enclosed, as they wer in a ot Which was sold to 
a t iird p rty. Others, of '-hich some hotos .re enclos ed, were stamped 
nd addressed, but app rent y were taken right through to the ddressee 

Without being mailed . 

On the enclosed please specially note ~~e following: 
#1 is endorsed on the reverse Fo~? ded by th Lo isiana Co ittee 

t Mobile" . #4 is endorsed on the reverse "Forwc: !',~ed by Maj . • Bos­
worth, aWfsburg, La . ft Another endor~em~nt on i', Is dated Mobile 
April 4, 1864, is by John Thibaut nd sends his regard~, in French . 
#6 is ndorsed J.C .D. , P.M . , - apparently the initials of the then 
post ster at 10bi_e or elsevhere . 

After you h ve looked these ov r wi.l you 
w rd 0 Stanley Ashbroo ~, and sle him to retLlrn the 
Also will yo pleas sk h~ ~O send me the old Louisiana 
correspo ence you refer to in your letter, so t at I C L 

; 

pl,ase for­
to e . 
Co ittee 
read through 
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it. Of course I would also be happy to have comments on the 1ho1e 
subj.act from you and Stanley. Incidentally, our friend HubBr is 
writing, - or ;Ja S written, - an article based on these and other 
covers of th~ Re}rnes corrosyondence, and on translations of some 
of the French letters which they enclosed, - nnd I think it woulu 
be nice to make any additional inforJlation "t-ihicll might develop 
available to h' • 

MacB/HK 

c.c.! S.B.Ashbrook . 

P .S. By the way, Y U 1d11 note that there are several ~!obile can­
cella"ions on these covers. #1 whicL -was sent 1-1arch 29, 1864" sows 
fain .. traces of the year date, althoug~ it may be a slug instead . 
In #4 the dati ng is l11decipherab e, bu.t fron the notat.ions on the 
cover it appe'rs to have been sen~ in April 1864. The cancel in 
#5 is dated Oct. 15, 1863, and while slightly smeary the year da"Ge 
can be deciphered. The cancel on #6 is dated Au~ust 24, ,Inch ~~ght 
be either 1863 or 1864, but I can see no signs of a year logo in 
that one . 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook~ 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dear Stanley: 

April 18th~ 1951. 

The enclosed copy of my letter to Tom Parks~ Wilt 
probably be self-explanatory. Please make a photo of the front 
and back of the enclosed cover as promptly as you can~ and then 
mail it directly to its owner: Mr. C. W. Kanaga~ 1217-23 Walnut 
Street, Kansas City 13~ Missouri~ to whom I shall write today. 
Please send and bill me for prints of the photo , and similarly 
send prints to Parks, Shenfield and liuber, who I imagine will be 
glad to pay you--directly for them. 

It certainly is interesting to see how this little 
cover links up with the old Knapp cover and his correspondence 
with Mrs. Pratt, and thereby we now know that th"ll J.C.D.-P.H. en­
dorsements meant J.C. Denis - Provost Marshall, at New Orleansl 

I think the enclosed copy of Tom Parks' letter to 
me is very interesting and well worked out. I know that he and 
the rest of us would like your comments. My best. 

MacB/HK 

c.c.: 
L .L.Shenfield 
T.M. Parks 
L.V. Huber 

Sincerely,. 

)~ ) 

/ 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
33 North Fort Thomas Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Dea r Stanl ey: 

April 24th, 1951. 

Than~s for yours of April 22nd. I had meant you to keep 
the copies of the Parks' corresp ondence I sent, for your files, and 
for that reason I am returning them herewith. If you don't want them, 
don't hesitate to destroy theml 

My friend Tom Park s, - who is a really fine but somewhat 
odd person, - now tells me he does not need prints of the Kan~ga 
cover which I sent you for photographing, - so omit sending him any. 
He also tells me that he has heard from you, a nd ha s deci ded not to 
a sk you to make negatives and prints from your old photographs of the 
Knap p Frameline - Louisiana Committee cover. 

Although we have corresp onded about it quite a bit, I 
don't think I ever did see the photographs of that cover . Would you 
be good enough to sem them to me to see, as soon as pos sible? In­
cidentally, I will certainly see that your request for a "credit 
line" is observed, if the photographs are used in an article on the 
subject by e ither Pa rks or me. 

This whole Louisiana Committee-New Orleans-Bl ockade-Flag 
of Truce subje ct is a very interesting one, and i t begins to look as 
if we were nearing the true story of it, a t last! 

Warmest reg ards as usual. 

Sincere~, 

(--~ //~ 

Mac:BI/~ -
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THOMAS PARKS 

3556 79TH STREET 

JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

' .. 

. , 



April 16, 1951. 
Dear Hac: 

RE: "LOUISIA~TA RELIEF COHMITTEE AT :1OBILE. II 

l~y deduct:"ons i'rorJ. the i'ollowine covers are thr t the "Louisiana Committee" was 
the o~ficial mail agency recogniZed by the U.S. Army forces which operated the 
flag-of~truce boat between New Orleans 9.nd ~1obile, and the unofficial agency 
of priv'lte persons who smugc;led mail out of New Orleans, and back into it. 

Cover-1. FrOM Confederate prisoner at New Orleans to lis wife in Alabama. 

Front: 
10s~ I rane Line cancelled Ilobile, Ala. 
Jul 30 1863, and uncancelled U~ 3¢. 

IIFro 11 Pris oner of \lar" 
"Per Flag of Truce" 
"exiC" II (Ans. 4th AU{';. ) 

'IMrs.H. 'S.Pratt 
Pra ttville, Ala. " 

Back: 
"ForYva-"'ded by Louisiana Committee aiJ. 

r.1ob lIe. " 

"JOD PH" 
"~xamined and approved by Sgt.John 

Kane. " 

Cover 2. Reply fron wife to above Confederate prisoner. 

Front: 
No staMP or postmark. 

"Prisoner 0:' ,iar" 

"Lieut. 'I. "~. Pratt, 
Co.R. 1st Ala.3eg. 
Care Lieut.Haughton 
"~0.21 ta.npa:'t ..)t. 
New Orleans. 'I 

From the above I de~uce: 

Back: 

"Appd-
J.C .Denis 
Pro.Harl. " 

1. Priso'1lrs could rite relatives, using a sinele envelope fully addressed to 
the reJ ative, and deJ.iver the letter to the Provost Marshal at :lew Orleans with­
out any stamps. if thoy did not have them handy. r~he rrovost Marshall s staff 
took the letter to I10bile on the flag-of-truce boat and delivered it to tile 
agent of the "Louisiana ;lelief Committee at iobile,'1 (this was probably the 
ea.rly designation, later shortene& to "Louisiana CO!'Irnittee at Mobile"), who 
supplied stamps vhen necessary, and for~arded the letter. 

2. The relative, replyine, addressed the outer envelope to the agent of the 
C01J!l.ittee at Jlobile, and the inn~r envelope to the prisoner. The agent at 
obile delivered the inner envelope, without postare, to the Provost Marshalls 

man on the fJng-of-truce boat and he delivered it to the Irisoner. As it did 
not GO through the post office, no stalp was necessary. 

3 •. s indicated in l'r.Huber l s splendid article in the Feb.1951"American Phil­
atelist", this service las not extended to civilians in New Orleans the way 
it as via Old Point COI~ort, and they hRd to smuggle letters to and from 
the Co .. ittee at r.obile. 

4. Th.se covers ere ,roba~ly never ~any in nUMb I' and the inconspicuous mark­
ings resulted in their non-recognition. Some years ago I purchased two, with 
both styles or the CO~1ittee endorsement, for a dollar apiece. Those smuggled 
into re v Orleans .Ql'obably h~d no identifyin£ markings Whatever. 

Such are ny vi~ IS. It d like those of yourself and other students. 



April 16, 1951. 
Dear Hac: 

RE: ffLOUISIA TA REI,IEF em iITTER AT MOBILE . rr 

1"1 doductionn from tho fo110 1ine covers nrc thllt tho nLouisiana CO!!lr'littoolt was 
the official nil U(;onc"l reco8l'lized by the U.S.Amy forcos ,"/hlch operated the 
flag':'of'-truco boat botween UOi7 Orleans nnd LobUe, nnd the unof.ficial agency 
01: private porson..9 ho smuggled nail out or lTow Orleans, and back into it. 

Cover 1. From Confederate prisoner at Ne~ Orleans t~ his wife in Alabama. 

Front: . 
lO¢ Frame Line cancolled ~ob11e,A1a. 
Jul 30 1863. and uncnncelled US 3¢. 
rI rom P!"isoner of War" 
riper Flag of' Truc If 

rleXX" "(Ans~4th AU8.) 

U _s •• E.Pratt 
Prn.ttVi:tle,Ala. 1t 

Back: 
"F01.'\1nrded by Lou1s1o.na COl1'll1littee at 

Mobile . " 

IfJDD pn" 
tlExa.mined and approved by Sgt.John 

Kane." 

Gover 2. Roply fron 
---~ 

ira to above Confederntl'l pr180ner. 

Dont: 
no stamp or postmH.rk. 

"Prisoner or War" 

"Lieut.M.E.Pratt, " 
Co.R. 1st Ala.Reg. 
Care Lieut.Hnushton 
No.2l Rampart St. 
New Orleans. II 

From the above I deduce: 

Back: 

"Appd­
J.O.Donis 
Pro. arl.1! 

1. PrisonArs could v'rito relatives. using a sincle envelopo fully addressed to 
the relative, and delivor the letter to the Provost lIarshal fit liow Orleans with­
out any strunp3 if' they did not h~ve thoe hand • The Provost L raha.l's staf'f 
took tho letter to ! obilo on the flag-ot-truce bont nnd delivored it to the 
agent o f the "Louis1ana Relief' Co.llf!l1ttee at J·obile, fI (this was probably the 
early deSignation, Inter shortened to "Louisiana Committee) at ?1obile':), who 
supplied stamps hen necessary, and forwarded the lotter. 

2. The relative, replying, add 'essed the outer envelope to the agent of the 
Co. ittee at obile, and the inner envelope to the p:-isoner. The agent at 
ohile deliverod the inner envelope, without postage, to the Provost f,.arsbalts 

man on the f'lgg-of-truce bont and he delivered it to the prisoner. As it did 
not go through the post o1'1:ioe, no strunp ~ as necessary. 

3. As indicated in 1.r.Huber's splendid article 1n the Feb.1951"Amerlcan Phil­
atelist", this service as not extended to civilians in New Orleans the ay 
it as via Old Point Confort, and they had to S!tlU.8g1e letters to and from 
the Co ittee at LobUe. 

4. These covers ere probnbly never many in nunber and the inconspicuous mark­
ings resulted in their non-recognition. Some years aeo I purchased two. with 
both styles of the Co 1ttee endorn lont, for a dollar apiece. ·Those smuggled 
into He OrleRnS ~obabl: had no identify· . mrU'kings \lhntever. 

Such are y vic s. I'd like those of yourself and othor stUdents. 



CONFEDEHATE POSTAL HISTORY 

~ "'l'he Louisiana Relief Committee at M.obile • lit 

The attention of armchair detectives and mystery tans 1s invited 

to the possibilities occasionally found 1.n the cryptic mal'kings on oertain' 

Confederate covers which are not explained bytbe contents (if any) or 

the writings of earlier philatelic students. 
.~ 

Take, fo!' example J the 1 Louisiana Relief Committee at Mobile" J one 

of' whose covel'S is illustrated here:. 

The author once acquired a cover addressed in exactly the same 

handwriting, to the same person, different only in that the stamp was a 

common one and the notation was: "Fond.by instead of "From" the Committee. 

Finding nothing on it in available published material, it was laid a at 

for future reference. 

(sho cut here) 

Mentioning it, years later, to VanDyk MacBride, General Vice-Presi­

dent of the Confederate Stamp Alliance, I found that he had written: "Via 

Under-ground Rail.road': in the August 1945 "S.F .A.Jourmil'! and had the above 

pboto as well as several of the covers from the "Reynes Find t
• which was 

so excellently described by L. V. Huber in " lockade-Run Mail From New 

Orleans, 1862-64", in the I American Ph1latelist" for February 1951 • . 
< 

Furthermore, he had descriptions furnished by Stanley B.Ashbrook, 

ex-President of the "C.B.A.". of a cover and letter from a prisoner at 

lew Orleans, and the cover of a reply to the same ' prisoner, - ith the fol­

lowing markings : 

Cover 1. From a Confederate prisoner,in captured New Orleans, to his wife 

in Alabama: 

Front: Back: 



, , 

lOt Confederate "flame linell stamp 
cancelled Mobile,Ala.Jul 30 1863 
and uncancelled 3¢ U.S.stamp. 

"From Prisoner of ar ll 

t Per Flag of Truce II 
uex X" 'AnS .4th Aug. II 

' Mrs •• E.Pratt. 
Prattville, Ala. 1 

-2-

'Forwarded by Lou1siana Committee at 
Mobile II 

"JCD ,,, 
HExamined and approved by Sgt .John Kane' 

Cover 2. Reply £1'0 hi wife to the above Confederate pI~soner, 

Front: 

No stamp or postmark. 

"PrisoneI of ar 

Lieut. .E. Px tt, 
Co.B.lst Ala. R g. 
Care Lieut.Haughton 
0.21 Rampart St. 

He Orleans" 

Back: 

"Ap d-
'J .C.Denis 

Pro. arl." 

are' . 
Clues csulprje........ from the above two coverSmllMiilliiiill""'lfhIfttggl. 

Gover 1. The "fra e line" stamp, the ra1' st of Confederate general issues, 

as not vailable until a year after New Orleans' capture, and Mobile as 

one f the fe cities in hich it was available at the post office. The 

U.S.stamp was not cancelled. The U.S. Provost Marshal's staff and the 

"Louisiana Co 1ttee I both endorsed the back of the cover. 
., 

Cover 2. No stamp or postmark. Approval by the U.S.Frovost Yarshal. 

Deductions from the above evidence are~ 

1. r.isoners in me Orleans, after its capture, could rite relatives,us1ng 

a sin Ie envelope ithout stamps, nd deliver same to the Provost Marshal's 

represent tive, who took the letters to fobile on the flag-of-tI'uce boat 

and delivered the to th agent of the "Louisiana Committee' , who added 

Confederate stamps and placed them in the Confederate ail. Since the u.s. 
post office as not involved. U.S. tamps were not necessary. 

2. Relatives, replyin , addressed an outer envelope to the agent of the 

Co ittee at Mobile, with a Confederate stamp, and an inner envelope to 
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the prisoner. with no stamp. Th A agent le-moved the outer envelope and 

delivered the inner envelope and letter to the U.S.Provost Marshal's man 

on the' flag-of-truce boat who, after censoring same, banded it to the pri-

soner. No U.S.stamp or postal handling was involved. 

~. Figure No.ll in Mr.Huber's article indicates that early in the occupa-
" 

tion of ew Orleans the U.S.Provost Marshal approved letters carried to 

Mooile. Later this permission was withdrawn and ' letters had ·to be smug­

gled back and forth. The penalty must have been severe as the correspondence 

quoted by Yr.Huber indieates that most of the mail was destroyed by 

jittery carriers to avoid its capture. 

4. My conclusion from the above is that the "Louisiana Relief Committee 

at obile t' , whose name was later shortened to "Louisiana Committee at Mobile~' 
at Mobile o-ffici4lfy 

was the 6!RJ4 _ .. Confederate mail .agency ~ecognl.zed by the U.8 .Provost 
tel'{ Or leans Marshal at
A

,.. .... and also the channel through which contraband mail was 

smug~led by travellers gOing back and forth between the two cities. 

I have a cover from a prisoner at Camp Douglas, Chicago, . Ill., 

bear ing both U.S . and C.S.stamps, postmarked Chicago, Pec.15.l864,addressed 

to Ho ewood, iSs., marked II y flag of truce via New Orleans La.and Mobl1e, 

Ala. ' Appar ently the r isoner had beard of a mail serv~ via New Orleans 

but did not know that it had ceased. The Confederate stamp is po~tmarked 

Rich ond,Va. Jall.17 (1865) and indicates it went via the conventional 

route through Old Point Comfort, Va. to Richmond. 

e lack of conspicuous ar-kings or stamps on these New Orleans-Mobile 

flag-of'- ruce and blockade-ru 1 covers has apparently r e sul ted 
,.\ltt' I Ilf SI , 

ill t beir non-I'ecognitiont\and probably in the destruction of many of their 

undoub dly s all number. Collectors are urged to re-examine their 
co Ie s 

cover s ith obile arkings.lf you find one, mounting it with of 
~-H...~~~~ 

t is should ~3terlaily increase its value and philatelic interest. 
" ItF~~"~ 

Those ith the Committee markings and no Provost Marshal approval are 
A 





Mr . L.onard V. Huber, 
4841 Canal Street, 

New Orleans 19, La. 

Dear -ir. Huber: 

Hay 7th, 1951. 

T ank yo for your 1 tter of !vlay 4t. I think we have kept 
each other f irly 'lell advised of developments in th tter of th . r. 
article on the Prat Louisi ns. Com . ttee subje ct, by Leans of carbon 
copies of letters. Tom P rks seems co pletely tisfi d to have you 
wri te t. t StofY, and I m sure you ill do a bang-up job on it, -
a usu 1. 

I note you have \oj itten S anley A.,hbrook for . rints of the 
K n ga. and Knapp eov rs, 11 ch I tlre he will Ul; Y and chc.org 
you only his u u 1 oderate prices. However" I now h .ve these yr1nts 
in y files, nj if for any r ason you wish to borrow them 1 tor I 
ill be gl d to 10 n toto YOti. In th' S con!_ ction lease be sure 

to include the line "Photo by S. B. As brook" in s 1 type under t e 
cut of t f' ce of e ch cover, -and. in the d seri ti ve captions include 
"Collection of C. W. Kan ga" and "Fro the Records of StanLey B. Ash­
brook", respectively. Ashbrook wri tes that he don ~S that either the 
original letter in the K .pp cov r, or that wllich 'irs. Pre:tt wrote to 
Knapp in t e 1920's, is now in existence. However, I think you ~ ave 
a typed eopy of the latter, to which you may vish to make re~erence in 
your rticle .. 

I shall look forward to the appearance of you . rticle, ~_ich I 
ssume will be :~ tle "M eric n P 11 telistn, with keen interest. If I 

can be of further help to you 'n any way, p_ a e do not hesitate to 
c 11 upon e. 

i cBI 

c.e.:S.B.As book 

S':'nc eraly yours , 

Van Dyk Mec B le1 
'} 4~ Broad : tr ~t 
Newark 2, N. J~ 





PEDLA R & RYAN, INC. , 250 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

-2-

I ~lso grabbed quite a stunning Block Ten used 
of the lO¢ Milky Blue -- the largest block I have ever seen 
of the real milky blue. 

I am going to start the Blockade article as soon 
as possible and I am writing Mr. Kimble to see when he can 
publish it. 

Expect to be in Cincinnati on December 15 and 16 
for the Annual Meeting of the Procter & Gamble Company and 
I will call you while I am there and pick up the actual cov­
ers from Sam . 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

K~ regards, 

I 

P. S. Will also talk to you about the Pony cover when I get 
there. 

L. L. S . 

.~ 



< .. /'<;St,A'M P S, ': 
h)?R:is:hal-d McP. C~been~%; 

The S,t amp Collector 
'--------------By Richard McP. Cabeen.---------------' 

Mr. Cabeen will answer questions 
about stamps but not value. The 
column in this page contains offers 
to buy and sell. Inclose a stamped 
self-addressed envelope lor reply. 

ers are interesting in view of the normal closing hour of 5 p. m. ChI. 
announcement quoted below. cago was so small at the time that 

The files of THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 15. minutes would be ample time to 
From about 1860 until 1865 the Chi· 

cago postoffice used hands tamps on 
certain mail. They contained the 
inscription -" Chicago - Supplemen­
tary Mail," and the month and day 
dates. These handstamps were in 
two forms, one having a single circle 
inclOSing the whole whil~ the other 
had a double circle with the inscrip­
tion between and nothing but the date 
within the inner circle. So far as 
known there was no year date in 
either type at any time. 

Dr. W. L. Babcock of Detroit who 
has made a thoro study of the supple­
mentary markings of the New York, 
Chicago, and San Francisco postoffices 
advances two theories for the Chicago 
mark, the first of which is undoubt· 
edly the correct one. This suggests 
that the mark was placed on mail 
received after the regular closing 
hour which was taken to the station 
just before train time. The second 
suggestion wa~ that the supplemen­
tary mail consisted of closed bags of 
mail for certain destinations. 

disclose that the postoffice announce· 

ment published on Nov. 3, 1861, lists 
the closing hours for mail for the 
\'arious railroads leading in all direc· 
tions from Chicago. This announce· 
ment had a special significance, for 
on the following day the winter servo 
ice of the railroads with a I t ere d 
schedules was to go into effect. Dur· 
ing the summer period the mails for 
the east closed generally at 6 p. m., 
and at 10 p. m., but under the winter 
schedules the mails for the same 
region closed at 4:45 p. m. and at 
10 p. m. The closing hours for mails 
gOing south and west or north and 
west were generally later in the 
winter than in the summer. With 
these facts in mind it is rather easy 
to justify the following announce. 
ment which follows the list of clos; 
ing hours: 

"SUPPLEMENTARY MAILS for 
eastern cit i e s [except Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wash­
ington City] and Canada close daily 
[except Saturday and Sunday] at 5:15 
p. m. Letters [and letters only] for 

The supplementary mark was used these mails must be depOSited in the 
in New York City for foreign mail chief clerk's room [up stairs] after 
only which was carried to the post· 4:45 p. m." 
office after the regular closing hour This indicates that there was no 
for a certain ship. Upon the payment extra charge for supplementary mail 
of a supplementary fee which amount· service and that its sale purpose was 
ed to as much as the normal postage to enable business houses and others 
on the letter, it would be delivered to post letters to the east after the 
to the vessel just before it sailed. 1 _______________ _ 

This in effect was a special handling 
charge and enabled correspondents 
to delay thElir letiers several hours 
beyond the posting time required if 
the letters werp. to go in the ordinary 
way. This double fee never showed 
in the postage affixed to the envelope 
and from this it must be deduced 
that the fee was a prerogative of the 
New Yo;k postmaster and hence need 
not be a c c 0 u n ted for in stamp 
accounts. 

Much of the knowledge gained in 
the study of the New York supple· 
mentary mail was of no value in 
endeavoring to learn the secret of 
the Chicago markings. They were 
not found on foreign mail altho there 
now appears to be no good reason 
why some foreign letters should not 
have received this mark. From a 
study of known covers listed in Dr. 
Babcock's monograph of 1939 it ape 
pears that the marking was used on 
mail addressed to points east of Chi­
cago, the only exceptions to this are 
two covers addressed to Galesburg 
and Cairo, Ill., respectively. It is pOSe 
sible that these were handled by the 
supplementary s e l' vic e by error. 
Included in the list is one cover 
addressed to Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
another to Baltimore, Md. These cov-

go from any business house to the 

postoffice. At other times of the year 
and in other years there may have 
been different regulations for the 

supplementary mail. The Cairo, III., 

cover may be accounted for by the 
fact that the mails for the Illinois 
Central railroad closed at 3 p. m. and 
at 11 p. m. during the winter and this 
line may have been included in those 
receiving supplementary service altho 
no mention is made of the fact. There 
appears to have been no excuse for 
the Galesburg cover for this city was 
served by the Burlington railroad 
with mails closing at 7 p. m. 

This writer would account for the 
exclusion of the four eastern cities 
from supplementary service by the 
guess that the P. & F. W. railroad 
which served them had a fast mail 
train leaving at 10 p. m. thruout the 
year. Readers who have Chicago cov­
ers with supplementary postmarks 
will confer a favor on the editor of 
the Stamp Collector by listing them 
with the type of stamp, date and type 
of postmark, with year if possible, 
and with the name of city to which 
they are addressed. 



COVER MYSTERY SOLVED 

S
OLUTION of a mystery sur- Rouge, where Major Westcott pai" 
rounding a United states the 10 cents. 
stampless cover owned by It is the "0. T." in "St. FranciS­
William C. Michaels, a Kan- ville, O. T.," which bothered the 

sas City insurance attorney, was philatelic cover authorities, whOl 
made known by him last ' week on agreed they had never seen "0. T."! 
his arrival to attend a national in- on another cover from this sectio~ 
surance convention at the Waldorf- Mr. Michaels arrived at his solu. 
Astoria. The cover has stumped tion after studying the geographi .. 
leading philatelic experts during cal and political situations result­
the twenty years it has been in his I ing from Napoleon's sale of thlll 
possession, and Mr. Michaels, who Louisiana region to the Unitec! 
has been a collector for sixty years, States in 1803. At that time no 
says he finally unraveled the puzzle. such division as "Louisiana Terri .. 

Two decades ago Mr. Michaels tory" legally existed. By act of 
paid $2.60 for a miscellaneous lot Congress in March, 1804, the reo­
of about 150 old U. S. covers, gion below the thirty-third parallel 
and among them was one bear- was named Territory of Orleans. 
ing a "NATz, M. T." (Natchez, St. Francisville and Baton Rouga 
Mississippi Territory) postmark of were in the Territory of Orleans, 
18:1'2. It was addressed "Major and this, Mr. Michaels says, ex­
Westcott, St. Francisville" and a plains the "0. T." written on the 
notation on the cover showed that st. Francisville cover by the post-
the sender had paid 15 cents in 
postage. The postmaster in St. 
Francisville was unable to deliver 
the letter to Major Westcott be­
cause the latter had meanwhile re­
moved to Baton Rouge. The St. 
Francisville postmaster wrote "St. 
FranCisville, O. T." and "10 Cents" 
(the postage rate from St. Francis-

, ville to Baton Rouge) on the cover 
and forwarded the letter to Baton 

master there. 
The District of Louisiana, north 

of the parall~l, was renamed Terri­
tory of Louisiana in 1805, and the 
State of Louisiana came into ex­
istence on April 30, 1812. It was 
just prior to the act of Statehood 
that the cover traveled from 
Natchez in Mississippi Territory to 
st. Francisville and Baton Rouglll 
in Territory of Orleans. 



I 

WILLIAM R. STEWART 
Publisher's Representatives 

NINE SOUTH CLINTON STREET 

CHICAGO 

Novenber 26 , 1941 

:i.ir . Stanley B . Ashbrook 
434 S . Grand Avenue 
Fort ?homas, Ky . 

Dear stan: 

I rather imagine the Cincinnati papers ran something 
about Thomas . You may not have seen it, but it seems to 
have run pretty widely . 

The enclosed copy of 3. letter to :::me 0:' the stamp papers 
gives the real McCoy . Off the record , he also had a 
perforating machine and a grilling machine . Properly used 
the perforatir~ machine could have been used for re-perforating, 
but it was very cr'~de and the grills Vlere likewise crude . 
Vlhere a grill measuring eleven M M should have about seventeen 
points , his grills - according to a repor~ - are only five or 
six points - more of a stud than a grill . 

The fal-::in-s was all on cheap mint foreign . 
were stars, and so forth . 

The U. S . cancels 

~~ 
I enclose a cover about which I wish you would write me~ 
return Bail . Actually, there are three in the lot - all 
three to England and all l,!i th a 15¢ 1869 - all from the 
same correspondence - all at the saIle period of the last 
few months of the year. 

~,{ould appreciate your cornments . 

Sincerely yours, 

'IRS':AP 

FRANKLIN 1133 

.~ 



:~oveIT..ber 21 , 1.;41 

I rs . 'veleen • Severn 
I :E: ...... EL f 'E..LY T :P .. I"£ S 
P . O. .;0. l6GO 
Portland, ~ aine 

Dcar r s . o.,1cvern: 

I have c hec :ed r. C beon . l:d also : r. Olaf .. • Ie,· Iho G coIled 
in by the '0 er _ ant to e orti e tho utili It t ele r to tl e 
est(10 of r . ~~o r 0 situation i~ by no e ns s ~erioub [s 
su~r- etec. by the no s. 1 '3U cst you run th "0110 inr- - and 

n t. it c.s n letter rOI: El - s I think it v.ould be advis -
t~ nublic:ty . It not only ran in full column 
o cnc!"s. but 0100 .ent out "11 .... shorte'~ed for 
rcss lir'o serv ~ce 11 o· or t. e couI·try . 

o t 
in G 
1 .:.. 
o C';;i 

the est tc of .udol)h Iho lUS , 

180U on • 
ViCre of 
add trc 

tt 

tt urt.v.erL:.ore, tho i1" use ~ as a 1"e '1 V6-' ,s:"'. 
fOUL t 1 late r . Tho c.s t !louse .. En 0 0 
varieties . C""lle 0 • S . 0. tll."OU h "'110 tc ) 
as eusily on t bao as on the faco. 

tanp 
e stru p 

ore for 
c~u1d not be 

c'-' eels found 
tlich 'I::ould 

of the inks 
oJ- n:i.lir::e 
r ncel is seen 

'ThUG , c can ive you the £surctcc of r. C bee of tho ntam 
dealer eXl)ertlzl the Tho;os stamps th t U . ... >. collectm ' need 
have no \; rries reGard inc pictorial or fancy cancellati ns cooinG 
fro th'~ i3curce and oing difficult to <letect . They ure e' oily 
detected a TO ably this has been the 00urce of any or the cheap, 
"phony cnncals .0 huve Dcen fro t.i.e to ti o . n 

You are privileged to re- \Jrite this , lt these are the facts . lat 
the TRIDt_~ story did not ention ns that th crforatin~ ~achine 

s ho~c ade nd oorly constructed . It co,l not )oss'bly do a 
good job of rc-nerforatine; 0. d , in c9 .. arison, it \JaS othing like 
the achine rece tly affe ed fro a Detroit Lource . 

; 

There rui ht be so e dan or in c.nother fraud ~m.in by tho stamps and 
possibly difficult to detect unless the erson exa ili really 



~--------------------------------------------------------------------- -

- 2--

r rs . Eveleen 1. vcvern 

l:;:nOL'lS grills . ;"e did havo a 1rillil'; dovice , but 11 re the rill 
should be elo'onoin s , his Gevic e uade only five or six poir s . 
The grill \las the ;ron~ size an· the points are in. tho .rOIl! shape. 

lhile e kno these thin·s in Clicngo , I thi k it a ooe idea for 
you to k 0i.'J tl e, ut! do not udvi e you to i TO t11e any publi­
city atsoever , so I re_uest ~ou to -ee~ tl n • 0 led ,e Lor y~ r 
O\J irro~ tiOI or 'uture lse in case this ouest )n hould over 
be raised . 

Tlus, th ~ !"ro t 
o· ho~e fe'lo ~ 
that -Jo~ld ... 001 

" 

raud" N en examined. ceo os :ust tno+hc.L 
o idn ' t kro eno'l"h bou t fe.'~i to 0 U 

n bo bas collected ror a c r or .orc . 

vincerely YO'lrs , 

.ILLL .. T.. T 

ne 
job 
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PhilateLic 
Consultant 

Mounting 

Lettering 

Examination 

Dear Stanley, 

SIN C E 1915 

November 4, 1941 

PubLisher­

"Pat Paragraphs" 

The PhilateLic 

Reference 

Library 

Regarding the 24c 1861 I shall try to show you the pic­
ture as I see it and let you decide where the facts stop and the 
guesswork begins. 

Brazer's idea was that the premiers were printed BE:?ORE the 
plate was re-entered. Also that before any issued stamps were printed 
the plate was re-entered with the Type III design so the ST~PS ~ould 
have the most complete or most satisfactory design. That, he believed 
to be the reason for re-entering the plate, and making tne re-entry 
with the design which was actually adopted,IF his sequence was correct. 

But when you demonstrated - as have others - that the re-entry 
~as done with Type II - the same design as used for the original entry -
Brazer's reason for re-enter~ing the plate was no longer tenable. 

As I believe we are agreed that the plate was re-entered , I 
believe the fact must be that the re-entry was made for some other 
reason t:~ the reason whmch Brazer advanced. Let that be Fact No.1. 

That brings us to the question as to what printings were made 
from the plate. Is it not clear that waether any printing - stamps or 
proofs - shows the original or the re-entered design dppnds upon when 
the plate was re-entered? Anything printed before the plate was 
re-entered will agree with that position on the original plate. Any­
thing printed after the plate was re-entered will agree with that 
position on the re-entered plate. Let that be Fact No.2. 

If the so-called "premiers" ever existed a's such they must 
have come from an early printing. If they were printed after the 
regular stamps they could not be premiers. Let that be Fact No.3. 

~e Know that impressions could be taken from the plate before 
it was reQentered because proofs exist from that state of the plate. 
A plate which could print proofs could also print stamps; therefore 
no meclllimmcal reason existed to prevent the plate from printing pre­
miers or other stamps. Let that be fact No.4. 

_ If Fact No. 1 is established we must seek the reason for re-
entering the plate and the date vrhen the re-entry occurred. Was 
there any reason for re-entering the plate before the premiers were 
printed? Let that be question No.1. 



~. 

#2 stanley Ashbrook 11/4- 1 41 

Since we knoVT the plate wo.s re-entered and assume there were 
only two states (other than at least two conditions as regards or 
plate numbers in the first state), any premiers or other finished 
impressi~ns suitable for issue as postage stamps must agree with 
either the first (original) or second (re-entered) state of the plate. 
In effect this is a re-statement of Fact No.2. 

All that needs to be done therefore, is to find and identify 
stamps or premiers with one or the otner state of the plate. 

After examinLlg a considerable number of stamps it is my 
opinion that the plate was not re-entered until later than August 
1861, that the premiers and some issued stamps came from the first 
state of the plate, and that other stamps came from the second or 
re-entered state. 

Identification of stamps from the re-entered plate is apt 
to be easier than to identify those from the original state. I 
believe that the examination of a large number of stamps will confirm 
what I have found among those already examined, and will also reveal 
what I am confident was the real reason for re-entering the plate. 

The only sequence which I am able to malte agree with what I 
find on the stamps is that issued stamps Viere printed both before and 
after the plate was re-entered. I find no reason for re-cntering 
the plate with the Type II design during or before August 1861, but 
an excellent reason for re-entering the plate after August 1861 is 
suggested to me by Vhiat I have :ound on the stamps, if not elsewhere. 

Knapp shift; I lave had no theory on this stamp for over five 
years. A theory is needed when the answer is unknoV'm. When you 
know the right answer you don't need any theory. The correct answer 
has not yet appeared in print. 

I still have some of your photos here and shall try to return 
them soon. The Texas to N.O. cover does not impress me as proving 
ti1at something which might possibly have been permitted in 1851 was 
an established practice many years later. P~d with different stamps. 
T~e Texas vvriter may have thought the letter requdlred 9c, stuc~ on 
the stamps he had handy (8c) and found 6c was enough w~en he got to 
the post office. Yesterday I received a 3c letter from jew York with 
two 2c stamps on it. I assume the writer had no lc stamps handy, but 
that obvious explanation may not be the real one. 

495 post cars have come in. The percentage of yes answers on 
the Penny Black and S,'arts books is increasing somewhat. One card 
came from Central America. 

Sin~'7 



t 
r. El110tt P rry 

Box 333, 
~ at!'1 1d, N.J. 

D r Elliott: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Tho B, Ky. 

J 1y 2, 1941. 

sk d 0 if I 
'AY e1 thor manu­

Did 
point 

Th1 ere .. 

on did 
pal 
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r . Elliott P rry, July 2, 1941. 

c rrier delivery 't New York? In hich event th 1st carrier foo 
paId to tho carrier by th N. Y. P. O. Perhap thi D a more 

correct solution than to assume the E gle represented prepaid fee 
to the Ken3ington P. O. 

He - Pats 1/31 - paC; 
numb r of th ye r • 

859. Tho figur gIven are incorrect for a 
They 1'e not as per th P. 1. G. Roports . 

You are correct in tating that no P. O. could pa out mol' than it 
rece1V d for carri s rvic lch c1 arly G t that the carrier 
service as a the expense of the public . But this dId not mean 
ctua1 ea h transact ons . That ls~ they could not payout more in 

cash an they rec :LV d in en h . If a letter lIed in ' amp post 
ox t N YOlk h d 3¢ p1u l¢, th . Y. Offico P Id l¢ in cash 

to the cart- t-, but they d bit d thi l¢ to ~Ja hington hie 0 
c n th am ctu lly r cel ving J.¢ in c h fro ~ hlngton. 

I zed at th to 10 in tat mont In your lott r: 

I cannot rgu th you on th poInt bec u e th quostion involved 
lone of i pl ecountlng and bookk ping. ong th of ie 
p 1d out l¢ th c rr tor hi fo for th It st p, it didn't 
rna any d1f orene Jhere the at p ~as bought or her it s aft ed. 
N. • charged th ¢ to Bahington and no tt r h 1'0 tho t p a 
bought tho P. O. D. had previously roceiv d I¢ in cash for it , and it 
did not perform postal service but ~ ther carrier rvice . 
laahlngton ree iv d l¢ and th y got Q debit of l¢ for the stamp fro 

U. Y. Thus .Y. squar a_d 0 sh1ngto . Th 1- the 
imp11 at 0_ 0 bookkeep ng. 

I do not r c 11 
b 110ve S¢ 51 
Cinc1nn ti P. O. 

o Yor Cit . 

You ~ nt1 notice of 
con u t C1nclnxati 

• 'oul you infer fro 
l¢ - on gie - th 

t ps 
the",e 
of is u • 

the 

in 

Elliott I do not thl 
qu t1on: 

that 1 i h rdly f r to s the follo 1 g 
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113 . 

r . Elliott Perry, July 2, 1941. 

"But if lett I' ere handl d as you believe I e no rea on why 
a Baltimore or Charl ton carri staop, I' th t of any other 
City, could not hay b n u d 0 prop y a dollv ry f in ny, 
• YOI' or Phil d Iphia. Th s booltkooping in \ ahington ou1d 

h v don ju t a . 11 for tho sp c1 1 carr1 r stamp a or th 
ord n y poat sta p . " 

r 

Br Z I' t 
and your 
dor nt 

copy of hi 'PI' mier" r e r ad at 
r of J • I noto 1n h1s closing 

p _ r to '1011 beror h 1'0 d it . 

t of r g s . 

, 
as an n-

vory 

Club ' 0 quit funny s '11 

Your etc • • 
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434 South Gra..lld Ava ., 
Fort Tho ... o.s t Ky. 

July 21, 1941. 

r. Elliott Perry, 
Bo . 533, 
\ a tf1eld, •• J . 

D r Elliott: 

y 3¢ plus l¢ notes seemed to have kicked up so 0 inter st as I 
ave ad a numbor of covers submitted. or ' on these later, also 

on your recent letters. 

Last Septe bel' r. H. F . Collins "'ent me a cover with n 3~ 57 plus 
t10 l¢ 57, Type V - post~rk d Boston to otis Center, a s . H stated 
that you expr~ss d the opinion th...'"l.t thi'" flltS a pick-up Carrier 'ilith 
Ii ov rp i . Th! remind.s •• e 1 0 prone e are to . ssume a rate :as 
ov rpald when e h v ~o other expl~Jlation. I recall tho 5¢ plus 2¢ 
e'f Or1oEL'1s it In mou wh ell I rote you some weeks ago. I have an 

idea we ~ill turn up several 3¢ pLus l¢ plu l¢ and if we do, it uld 
seem dd, ,:ould it not, that so many people overpaid rates? Larry 
ason has quite an interesting covor, a 3¢ plus l¢ plus Ii, ~hoto of 

VThich I enclo. e . The date of' se io Jul 24 1863, ;h1ch kL~dly not • 
I believe I also rot you bout this cover, ec llse it ad me quite 
bothored at first. I doubt if you ·:rould call this a carr! r, so it 
could hardly be a l¢ overpay. It is a nice little study and if so Leone 
W~ 1 sUu t such n cover to you for an explanation, what vould you roply? 

I Iso a in receipt toda.y of 0. cover i1 th a. 3¢' 1857, Type I. plus a 
l¢ 1857, Type lA, Pl . 4, postmarked Chice. 0 April 5 1858. It is addressed 
to a "'.treot o.droso in Jet'! York C1tl. s 00 s e one of t ose tbin~s 
to me, one of those thi!Ss ou teel convinced could not have .. poned. 

also on th t ck of t 0 ore hich collectors h v inquired if I 1'ish 
to ee them. One a compound, fror.l 11 to m to • \'I York City. I think 

e ill cv ntually f nd that the re son 0 find so few Pre aid Carrier 
D livery cov rs is bec use it 7as not the custo to prepay ~ 1very 
.tee . 

If re ident of ew York City could prc.a the deliver fee in" • York 
City to some stre t addres in 'i York Clty(e...l'ld you admit 1: could), 
did it occur to you a.., strlll1t;e tho. he as not all '.'.ed to ail a. 31 plus 
1¢ letter, say from so s 11 tovm a hundred le from Te Yor! City to 
a tre t nddre"'s in 1 w York r::lty? 

_SS e Thus 
service in 1862 . 
and in the sa Ie class 

1 any 0 t the t 0 covers he 0 s, (5¢ 1856 plus 3~) 
1s~ rode?}. I think tho xplannt10n is that while the enders intended 

o registration f , the stamp roare not accepted as pay cnt, 
h n a clark I' gi~tered a 1 tter he ~ad to put 5¢ cash in hi 

r . If he cc pted 5¢ at p ho las 5¢ short in his cauh account . 
Po t Office for oho c h rec lpt for r gistered letters . If I am 



,. 

2. 

I • El11.ott Per y~ July 21, 1941. 

rig t, then the~e t 0 cover pI ,that things re not 
always hat th y seo to be, bee us th y s ely have Gvory appearance 
of beinG registered letters and p r£ectly good in overy ny. 

rour etc., 

.. 
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~ CABLE ADDRESS 

CHA"1PIN . N . y . 

, 
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ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 

GREENWICH 8< MORTON STREETS 

NEW YORK . N. Y. 
POST OFF ICE BOX 994 

CHURCH STREET ANNEX. N. Y • 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

My dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

May 16, 1941 

I have your letter of May 14th and would 

certainly like to have a photograph of the item 

you refer to in your letter. 

If the cover is authentic it is certainly 

a scarce item and I would be very much interested 

in hearing more about it. 

AFL: VT 

. ~ 
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H L. IN/) QUIST 
IPIJIBI.IC:ATIO"'§ 

2 W EST 46TH 5 T R E E T 

t.'r. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

NEW YORK. N.Y. 

October 6, 1941 

The idea of publishing a catalog to compete vdth Scott has, as 
you know, been discussed off and on over a oeriod of a good many years. ~ 

On several occasions, groups of influential collectors and aealers have 
gotten together "with a view of getting behind such a JiloveJo.ent, not only 
on United States stamps but on the entire catalog. 

However, after due and careful deliberation, it was always decided that 
it would not be feasible to do such a thing, even in a restricted area, 
for a eli vision of the catalog is more a ;.Jt to disrupt collecting than to 
aid it. 

A case in point is the Sanabria and Scott Air Post Catalogs . Instead 
of helping the airmail game, it has almost killed it, and it ... iill take 
years before l.t can overcome the present situation. Scores of t.1e best 
collectors of these stamps have quit in disgust, and I fear the smae 
thing might happen if a U.S. catalog were gotten out under the auspices 
of an organization ~ike the A.~.S., where politics is sure to play an 
imoortant part. 

Rollin Flower and the present administration may start in vdth all of 
the good intenti ,ns in the wor.td, but l.ll two years there will be a 
new administration and whether they fall in line or not is a rr.at ter 
that would then have to be decided. The catalog would have to be edited 
by some one person who is going to stick with it for life and not be 
changed at the v;him of a new administration each two or three years. 

I think it is far better to work fr~m within than from \iLthout. During 

.~ 

t he oast two or three years there has been a tremendous change in the 
attitude of Hugh Clark, and he is very receotive to suggestions Ir.ade to him. 
Of course he does fee~ an obligation to the collectors an dealers who have 
invested money l.ll the oast in items that were .Listed in the catalog, and 
his views are shared by a good many, aLthough there is a growing number that 
disagree vdth them. Of course it wi_l take time to have a.ll of the changes 
'Ie want incorporated, but we" are, I believe, ;;.aking real strides in this 

; direction, and personally I think it is far more hJpeful tJ proceed along 
present lines than to try and set up an entirely new organization, which 
not only lileallS editorial work but it means a selling job, a shipping j ob, 
and things of that d.nd. 

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cabl. Add •• u: LINDPUBS 



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -2- October 6, 1941 

~oreover, if you undermine the Scott Publications it will also reflect 
an their other books and catalogs, which I tnink would be a catastrophe 
for the stamp industry unless there \'las something able to take its place, 
ful~y and ~nediately. 

I have everJ confidence to believe that if we natiently go ahead, playing 
ball to the oest of our ability, that we will eventually get everything we want. 

HLL:B 



flhe c7lmerican Philatelist Official Organ of the 
American Philatelic Society 

AHERICA'S OLDEST AND LEADING STAMP JOURNAL 
CONTINUOUSLY PUBLISHED SINCE 1887-

RALPH A. KIMBLE, Editor 

Stanley B.Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thoma s, Ky. 

Dear Stanley-

8118 Dante Avenue 

Chicago, 91linois 

10 Ootober 1941 

Your letter of Sept.3Oth 
was followed by the three bulletins of the Researoh Group, 
sll of Which were exoeedingly interesting. I'm frank to adm1~ 
that the subjeots disoussed are outside of my immediate field 

.~ 

of aotivity,but loan see that they are very much worthwhile, and 
that the work of the Group can be produotive of real results. 

I note that you do not wish any 
publioity given to matters disoussed therein, and will aot 
aooordingly. However, would you like general publioity in the AP 
as to the existenoe and purposes of the Group? Suoh work should 
be properly noted I believe. 

On another matter, I am enolosing 
for your perusal and eventual return to me a letter from Brookman 
whioh,I believe,is self-explanatory. It is part of a oorrespondenoe 
relating to a proposed series of ~tioles on the 1841 thru the 1869 
issues of US stamps. Brookman and I will,of oourse, appreoiate 
very muoh suoh oooperation as you oan give,in line with his 
letter. 



~----------------------~~~~~------------------------------------------------. 

434 South Grand Av ., 
Port Thoma .• , Ky. 

r,:r . Ralph A. Kimbl , 
8118 Dnnt Ave ., 
Chie eo, III • 

Dear Ralph: 

Yours of th loth r c ived. 

a a ing the Ras arch Group. 
Dolly fo your own _n~ormatio 
~\blicity. but if you care to 

nr do th 1'0 ;rould be no 
vel' 1 editor1 1 in "stamp" 

you ght r fer to his r ks 
Group .01' • 

oct. 13, 1941. 

I s nt tho Bulletins to yo 
nd not with any idea of 

k som mention of th ork 
objection. Lin qui t has had 
in th p at few months and 
regarding d tail 0 the 

I r tt rning h l'l ant letter ith du appr ela-
tion of his kind r I'dinz my efforts. I note he 
cont plates a s ria of article on th 1847-1869 1 uos nd 
I 111 b only too gl d to ive him ny 8aistanc I c n . 
Hi' lcoma to u ything h 1 h rom my book or 
~t1eleB. Pl as tell hi~ not to overlook the Ch s articl 

on th 1847 1 au h.oh was pub11sh d in th hil t 11e 
G z tt in 1918. This is th best rticle that h ~ ev r ap­
pear d on th 47' • You should able to g t Doc's con nt 
for rookm n to uo yth:1.ng h 1 h from thi rt1cle or 
th 3¢ Book but in cn you need y help Illl lend hand. 

You know ho~ I feol bout 111ustr.tlon . Bett r non at all 
p eo r111er "/hi eh do not sho what 1 int nded. POOl' 

cut are con£u ing. P rhaps I c n help Brookman along this 11ne 
if it would not r ~uira gr t de 1 of my ti hich t 
pres nt I c 111 fford to p ra . I sugg st that h ok for 
ha.t h "ant nd I'11 S 'l7h tIc do . 

I nelo ins h r ith cut from on of my pe dr lngs 0 the 
5i. I ha s1 d1 r dr wings of the lOt. al 0 the l¢. 3¢. lO~ 

12~ 1851. H 1s leo to ny of th se. 

I v ry eh pi 
00 ttee and hop 
futur on the .rt 
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r. Ralph A. Kimble, Oct. 13, 1941. 

and 1f such a book could be published at a prof1t by the 
Scott Co., a much 1 proved lork could be pub11shed by the 
-Society at no loss. The catalogue 1s the collector's guide, 
and it hould be 100% accurate. 

With kinde t reg rd , 

Cordially yours. 



flhe c7lmerican Philatelist 
AMERICA'S OLDEST AND LEADING STAMP JOURNAL 

-- CONTINUOUSLY PUBLISHED SINCE 1887 

Mr.Stanley B.Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

8118 :Dante Avenue 

Chicago, 91linois 

Official Organ of the 
American Philatelic Society 

RALPH A. KIMBLE, Editor 

14 October 1941 

Dear Stanley-
I can not tell you how much 

I appreciate the kindly tone and expressed willingness to 
cooperate,in your letter of October 13th. I know that 
Brookman will be delighted,and am forwarding your letter on to 
him so he can properly answer it. Your action is a striking 
example of the mutual cooperation that CAN make philately 
a joy and an inspirat ion to those who labor in trying to 
propound its charms and intricacies to others. 

As to the suggestions in the 
latter part of your letter--I fully agree that when and if 
the APS--or any other qualified national organization--can 
really go into an unbiased,thoroughly impartial and scientific 
specialized catalog,it will be the greatest blessing philately 
has had in eons. The non-dealer catalog scheme has been tried 
before,as you know,but not in a thonough mwnner,and without 
the qualified experts and the cash resources necessary to make it 
a success. It is so big a thing,and the initial cost so great, 
that most persons are afraid of the idea,forgetting that the 
returns can also be great--perhaps greater than anyone imagines. 

Certainly our guides,as are the 
catalogs, SHOULD be written and published by those without any 
personal interest in selling stamps.That is.obvious,but to date 
there has been no concerted action,nor even agreement among 
those qualified to produce such a book or books,that makes 
possible an aotual start. I'm for it,decidedly. 



,~ 

• R lph • Kimble, 
8118 Dante Av . , 
Chicago, III • 

D r Ralph: 

4~'5·1 South Grand .ave ., 
Fort Thomas, y. 

Oct. 16, 1 41. 

I '; 
t 

a1 ys 'usy but her ar soma thou ht. reI -
tnlogue propo lt10n to r n lind. 

n !' C ed in 
cry think of th 

1c10s . I 
t1on, 0 if 

r to the 

1t ha 
cost. 

im on our 
countle 

all th 

he 

re pI n ed lth 
s t1 fied, 

can to ake hi 

Cordi ly yours, 

.~ 



'. 

Co. 

434 outh Grand ve., 
ottt Tho~ , Ky. 

ct. 16, 1941. 

u e",tio 
tE1.10f,u 

1 t1; lctl co ide t 1. 

1 c r 1 your, 



J.W. ~toweU Printing Go. 
L.AW 

PHIL.A T EL.IC PRINTING NUMISMATIC 

COMMERCIAL. 

FEDERALSBURG, MD. 

lr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S~ GrQnd Ave. 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

November 4, 1941 

I received your letter in regard to the catalogue. 
r have looked over Scott's and think it is out of the 
question nearly for anyone except Scott to undertake to 
get out a catalogue that would pay expenses. 

In the first place it would require an awful lot of 
capital to do it and an office like ours could not handle 
it to advantage as the pages would have to be electrotyped 
before printing. It would be nearly impossible to handle 
the job in any other way and make a un iform looking list 
as it could not be done from linotype slugs, and this is 
the only way we do our work here. The Scott people, I under­
stand ao their own electrotyping and composition and the 
only thing that they do not do is the binding which is put 
out to a regular book binder. 

Very truly yours, 

;'.lf~R? 
per~~..$ . 

JWs:s 

.~ 



1c Is , 
Bldg . , 

o. 

111: 

-- - -~~~~~--~-------------: 

434 South Gra~d v., 
Fort Thorn s, Ky. 

Oct. 16, 1941. 

. copy of lott r I ha 
- xpl ntory. 

r1tt n • • 

~old pract1c .lly all 
~cott c. &. c· locuo 
ffort r lould 0 e 
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r . \m. C. richela , Oct. 16, 1941. 

w nt to ,0 off half-cocked 0 n ido 1 ke this, and to 
y ll-feo ine or controv y. I 1· va my heart s t on a 
alo "UG, on that is honest and accu!'ate, and one th ji Vlill 

co. r to ny special group or groups, but u or ~hich _11 
g21d th t col1 ctor cnn depend upon. 

the or ok to d1 po 
. b1 to ell 

t d by th 

(Jo "d!ally ou 

1 

, 
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WILLIAM C MICHAELS 
CHARLES M . BLACK MAR 
SAMUEL D . NEWKIRK 
HENRY I. EAGER 
ROY p . SWANSON 
K EN N E TH E . MIDGLEY 
RALPH M.JONES 
ALBERT L. REEVES. JR. 
ROBERT E . COLEBERD 
EDWARD S . BIGGAR 

; 

LAW OFFI CES 

MICHAELS, BLACKMAR , NEWKIRK , EAGER & SWANSON 

906 COMMERCE BUILDING 

DELBERT J. HAFF K A N SA SC I T Y , MO. 
OF CO UN SEL 

October 22, 1941 

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 
434 South Grand 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

My dear Stanley: 

I have been giving some thoughtto the matter 

of your letter of the 16th. The same thing has oc-

curred to me more than once, but my chief grievance 

with the catalogue is the matter of prices. On my 

desk at home are twenty priced catalogues of well pub­

licized sales, also a lot of price lists and advertise­

ments. From all these things it can be proved definitely 

that, with a very few exceptions, the prices of Nineteenth 

Century United States items in the catalogue are all wet, 

completely wet. In the catalogue Hugh said that the 

i . . ~ . pr ces are for fine cop1es wh1ch utbe 1nformed dealer 

will charge an informed collector." But in a paper read 

to the Congress December 1, 1940 Hugh admits that since 

there is a prevalent custom by the dealer~ of giving 

fifty percent discount on stamps therefore (it is argued , 
inferentially) the prices in the catalogue must be double 

what the dealer expects to get. So you can see the 

direct inconsistency of Hugh's argument. He said MIf 

I were to cut the pr~ces of all early stamps by fifty 

percent, I do not believe this would have the slightest 



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 2. 

effect in stopping the quoting of such fifty percent 

discounts.- So there you are. 

In his recent advertisement (September 20, 1941) 

Hugh said, "We believe that this edition reflects cur­

rent market prices more accurately than any previous 

edition.- I say, and there is not a chance of successful 

refutation, that the prices in the present catalogue 

do not reflect the current market prices. Hugh now 

says that the prices in the catalogue are for third 
l\~~I' 

grade material which he calls ~e~ His first grade 
\,.. ' " \' 

, I 

are gems. His second grade is choice and his third 
.'- II 

grade (the ones priced in the catalogue) are standard, 

and then· he says that they can be off-center, etc., etc. 

I doubt if he can point to a single sale in any well 

publicized auction of any ·standard" stamp being sold 

at any where near the price in his catalogue. Occasion­

ally a super-superfine stamp sells up to the catalogue 

and,very rarely, a little above it, but it is quite 

a different thing for a "standard- stamp to sell at 

catalogue or even as much as sixty percent of catalogue. 

I am of the firm opinion that you should appoint 

that committee of twenty-five, subdivide the work, cover 

, only Ni neteenth Century items and arrange to publish the 



• 

\. 
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook 3 

catalogue in installments in the American Philatelist 

and give the matter wide publicity. But by no means 

have any dealers on your committee. The mere appoint­

ment of such a committee and its intentions will probably 

wake up Hugh Clark. The first announcement of such com­

mittee should distinctly state that it is solely in the 

interest of Philately and not for the aggrandizement of 

any person or any group of persons but merely to list and 

price and describe officially the stamps that are really 

stamps. I do not think you should go into the Twentieth 

Century things at all. at least at first, and for Goodness 

sake eliminate Red Cross Seals, Sanitary Fairs, Postal 

Cards, Telegraph Stamps, and a lot of other riff-raff and 

confine yourself entirely to the adhesive stamps regularly 

issued in the Nineteenth Century. 

I. for one, would be willing to subscribe to a 

fund to circularize the membership of the A. P. S. to 

get their views or for such other purpose as may be 

deemed proper. A catalogue that undertakes to fix the 

market prices of stamps should put down the market 

prices and not double ~he market prices. Did you ever 

hear of a third class 99 R II selling for $600.001 And 

did you ever hear of it selling for $300.00 or even 

.~ 
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Mr. Stanley Ashbr00k 4 

$100.001 Of course, we know that superb 99 R lIs 

sell for more than $100.00 but not third class things, 

not Ustandards." And so all along the line. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely 

w. c. MICHAELS. 

WCM/VB 



D r rold: 

434 'outh Orand v., 
ort Tho 0, Ky. 

u • 8, 19{2 

cov r . I cuess th r 
nd that it 

thi t1. 1 

c . , 



434 ~outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Dec . 3 , 1942 . 

f r . Lambe4"" ' ' . Gerber, 
Tamaqua , t,una . 

Dear <r . Gerber: 

H 1'e'l1th the 00~ 1869 f'ace of cover . I believe this 
cov r ic pe.£fectly cood nd I cannot find anyt ing 
Ton ~ 'i th 1 t . I, ee nothing queer Ilbout the "year'r in 

the r nch 1'k~ng , hence I bel~eve the se was nc ually 
lork on July 6 , IBu9 . The co~bin tion of the 
•• nd the red ~ew York prove that the r te on 

the letter actually 30¢, he ce th o~ly supposition 
that all light not be right; ,'ould De to suppose that ·the 
30¢ lUe9 as substituted for a 30i of the prev~ous issue . 
I CaIWOl. f~nd a. oit of 6\idence aft r a C[1' ful e~'am':'na ­
l.ion und l' y novia lamp th t t i as one . 

T is 
fake fro 
t is ito 

yoo1d cov r and lIe I have seen s v r 1 
hi~ col1 etlon, I have eve-y reason to b 1io-o 

i O. K. 

In addition, I have seen otb r cove's froD this s 
co responde ,oe ,~1. ich I h d no cau. e to que. tion, and I 
have r.1~o seen sever 1 covers from tho 8 e corre~p nd~nco 
hich I con id!>od V/ara a.d . 

For . le , tiVO you a copy of uouren ' s, 

II r i1 t ly of Tomorro ,/11 

Vol . 1 '2? 

If so t11.ln to p es 46 and 4..7 etc . TIer a 'Seybold' 
cover fr·o the ['ru~e I'Cotter" corl' spondence , a use fro 1 

New York on ug . 21 , 1869 . LIen Colson att pted to ,011 
this cover (wi~h a SO¢ 1869) to e tin for th sum 
of 275 . 00 . L. our n pronounc d cover a fake , nd I think 
his opi on was correct , ate st~ p originally u ad ~&S - -

doubtedly a ~5, 18C9. 

Ther e is no cha!"' for the above ' ec 1.lSe I run nly 00 lad 
t o get a reco~d of such ite s . 

SiYlceraly y urs , 



BILLINGS? NELSON, QUEVLI 
and other Collections 

(~j.~f 
'.{ 

f> /~ ,. ,( r 

~ JOe blue « carmine; very fine to uperb copy, Ilghtl! tied to 
~ full face of cover to France. July pmk makes this a "'ery 

early use. Accompanied by letter from Ashbrook. Genuine 
covers are very rare « are worth over cat. , (12),) 

'W EDNESDAY ---&-L-rH-U"J{SDAY 
APRIL 21st & 22nd, 1943 

LAMBERT W. GERBER 
200 Rowe Tamaqua, Pa. 



DEFINITIONS OF CONDITIONS 

SUPERB : periection in all respects. 

VERY FI NE: not quite superb. Centering nearly perfect. 

QUITE FINE or EXTRA FINE: perforations clear of design, free from any defects. 

FI N E: perforations touching or barely cutting design, free from any defects 
(tears, very heayy cancels, missing perforations, thin spots, creases). 
Certain U. S. issues are predominently of i-center, such as 1857, Grilled 
is ues, Jamestown, 1919-21 Rotary, etc. ; such are particularly applicable 
to this classification. 

AVERAGE: sOllnd copies without defect, usually somewhat off-center. 

VERY GOOD: sound appearing but with trivial minor defect. 

GOOD : mle or more of the following defects: thin, straight-edge, nibbed 
perforations, creases faded, etc. 

F A I R and POOR: low grade merchandise, usually damaged. 

The above definitions apply to all gradings in this sale. Where classi­
fication s conflict with personal conceptions, ADJUST YOUR GRADINGS TO 
OURS for OKL Y when classified lots do not adhere to above definitions will we 
accept returns. K. B. Lots graded "average" or lower are sold strictly without 
recourse for any reason and no returns for credit will be allowed. 

TERMS OF SALE 

1. All bit'" are per lot and not portions thereof. 

2. Terms: STRICTLY CASH. Buyers MUST pay \"ithin seven days of date of 
notification of the amount secured for them. Those desiring special terms 
must secure written agreement prior to date of sale. 

3. uccessflll bidders must be known to us or have established credit with us at 
lea t t,yO weeks prior to sale date; otherwise must make payment in full 
a per invoice before lots are presented to them. 

4. Claims for error in description, SUBJECT TO ABOVE DEFINITIONS ONLY, 
must be made within 3 days of receipt. This time limit can be extended 
only upon written agreement. Floor bidders may not return lots for 
any reason. 

S. All stamps are guaranteed genuine. Claims for error will be considered at any 
time within 30 days from date of sale. 

6. \\'c re en'e the right to withdraw any lot or to group two or morc or to 
teject any bid we consider detrimental to the interests of the owner. 

7. X 0 ch~rge i made for executing bids; howe"er a nominal charge of at least 
2~ c will be made on successful bidders to CO\'er costs of postage, insurance 
and handling. 

8. Combination lots, wholesale lots, or any lots containing over 5 stamps are 
sold strictly without recourse to return. Likewise, lots described below 
the grade oj "fine" are sold strictly AS IS. 

9. Lots ,llot lifted within the necessary 7 days from date of sale may be sold 
either priYately or at auction by us; any loss arising to be made good 
by the defaulting bidder, but inasmuch as we act only as agents for the 
owner. we shall not be considered personally responsible for any default 
on the part oi either owner or bidder. 


