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afraid to tell his pupils of the educa-
tional value of a good hobby.”

The editor man should brush up on
philately. The Lincoln stamp of the
Brooklyn professor is worth today
$25 cancelled and $60 unused.

German Psychelogy

T HE interpretation which the Bos-

ton News Bureau, another finan-
cial publication, placed on Germany’s
newest stamps has attracted the at-
tention of The Literary Digest, in a
recent issue of which appeared the
following :

“The substitution of figures of
working-men for crowned heads on
the new postage stamps being issued
by the German Government has con-
siderable political significance, in the
opinion of the Boston News Bureau.
They ‘speak emphatically for the radi-
cal change in public opinion,” and ‘ar-
gue rather convincingly of a continued
strengthening of democratic senti-
ment.’ ”

The Literary Digest goes on to
quote the Boston daily:

“The 120 pfennig stamp will be the
unit of foreign postage. The 60 and
120 pfennig stamps have now been is-
sued. The other stamps will not be
issued immediately as the Government
has a supply of old stamps to be ex-
hausted.

“It is interesting that the Govern-
ment takes official cognizance of the
depreciated mark, since the 120 pfen-
nig stamp equals 30 cents gold, pre-
war parity. That a larger deprecia-
tion is not recognized is undoubtedly
due to the greater value of the mark
in Germany than outside.

“In any case the stamps are note-
worthy as indicating the passing of
the crowned head as a symbol of Ger-
many.”

Merry, Merry Christmas!

S COTT’S West Forty-fourth street

main store and its branch at 178
Fulton street have just passed through
the heaviest Christmas philatelic rush
in their history. Never before has
there been such a demand for publi-
cations and packets. It was thought
that a sufficient supply had been put
in to last until Feb. 1, but all previous
Yuletide records were broken and at
various times the stock was entirely
depleted and the reserve had to be
called upon.

Which leads up to the statement
here that the 1922 catalogues are get-
ting scarce. Last August, wholesal-
ers’ orders were tabulated ; to that fig-
ure -was added the supply which
Scott’s would need for its own use
for another year; and as a safety mar-
gin, 5,000 more copies were included
to take care of other prospective de-
mands.

By Dec. 1 last, the extra 5,000 had
been absorbed and it is now impossible
to provide further supplies for whole-
salers. Scott’s still has a few copies
left for retail sale, but the stock is
dwindling fast, and indications are
that it will soon be exhausted.

Why this extraordinary rush for
catalogues, albums, packets and acces-
sories? Scott’s attributes it largely to
the immense amount of publicity
which newspapers and magazines
have been giving to philately during
the past seven or eight years—starting
about the time of the World War with
its resultant numerous and interesting
stamp issues.

Some there are in the trade who
scoffed at the value of publicity re-
garding stamps. But Scott’s believes
it has attracted thousands of new-
comers, and revived philatelic inter-
est in the cockles of former collectors’
hearts—and today the reaction is a
favorable one.
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The 24¢, 30c & 90c¢ U. S. Postage Stamps
of 1860—Imperforate

By Elliott Perry

Editorial Note.—This article was placed in our hands in September last.

We re-

gret that for various reasons publication has been so long delayed.

“T" HE writer has been asked to ex-

press his views regarding the real
character of the 24c, 30c and 9goc
United States postage stamps in im-
perforate condition, now listed in the
Standard Catalog under the numbers
37, 38 and 39, and under the date
1860; and to render an opinion upon
the propriety of either one of two op-
posing procedures, or upon a middle
course of action.

First. That it is proper to consider
these impressions to be legitimately
issued postage stamps, and therefore
to continue so to list them in the cata-
log.

Second. That these are not legiti-
mately issued postage stamps, and
therefore they should be no longer
listed in the catalog.

Third. That these impressions, or
some of them, may be legitimately is-
sued postage stamps, and therefore,
that it is proper to list them in the
catalog with a footnote explaining
what can truthfully be stated of their
character.

It is well known that opposing
views on the subject have long been
held by some of the most advanced
students of early U. S. postage
stamps, and it is indeed evident that
if the question had been easy of solu-
tion, it would have been solved many
vears ago. The tenacity with which
men long experienced in philately still
hold to directly opposing opinions is
evidence enough that until consider-
able new data, so definite and unques-
tionable as to be accepted by the great
majority of students is produced, no

completely satisfactory solution of the
problem can be hoped for.

To the present writer it appears
that those who have previously dis-
cussed the subject, either in print or
out of it, have not always been talk-
ing about the same thing, and no
doubt this accounts for some of the
divergence of opinion. It would be
well then in commencing any discus-
sion of such a subject, to separate
what can be accepted as fact from a
mere belief even though such belief
may be reached as the result of logical
reasoning. Necessarily, therefore, we
must make any acceptable argument
definite by stating exactly what the
argument is about. At the present
time the writer himself does not know
what impressions from the plates that
produced all the 24¢, 30c and goc
stamps and proofs of the series of
1857-60 listed in the catalog under the
Nos. 37, 38 and 39, are considered to
be genuine imperforate stamps, but he
is well satisfied that what appears to
be one problem is really two problems,
because he believes in no instance did
specimens of Nos. 37, 38 and 39 that
may have been genuinely used come
irom the same sheets as the unused
specimens of those varieties that are
accepted as never having been other
than imperforate. He is well satis-
fied that all the unused imperforates
in question came from sheets that
were printed for proof purposes only,
and that wherever any used specimens
now in existence came from, they did
nct come from trial sheets.

In the past it has been argued that
because certain used specimens were
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believed to be genuine, the unused
specimens must have been issued as
stamps and conversely, because un-
used specimens were known to exist
in multiple it was argued that the used
specimens were genuine imperforates.
This line of reasoning would be logi-
cal and therefore acceptable, if the
unused and the used stamps are in
fact the same impressions and came
from the same sheets, but where is
there any real proof that they did
come from the same sheets? Can it
be denied that unless they did so orig-
inate this reasoning is unsound.

Now if we inquire as to why these
impressions were originally cataloged
we shall find that they were cataloged
primarily, not because it was definitely
known that they had been issued as
stamps, but simply because stamp
dealers had them for sale. Trifet
knew where those that he had came
from. He knew they came from the
same place as did the perforated re-
mainders of the 1857-60 series which
he obtained. He knew the perforated
stamps had been returned to Wash-
ington after they became obsolete in
1861, and that many of those per-
forated stamps had been on sale in
various post offices all over the coun-
try. Finding imperforates
those perforated stamps it is not sur-
prising if he really thought the im-
perforates were stamps and had also
been on sale somewhere. What he
apparently did not know was that the
imperforates instead of being regular
stock were parts of trial sheets that
happened to have been thrown in with
the perforated remainders. Whatever
he believed the imperforates to be,
Trifet could clearly prove they cer-
tainly were not trimmed perforates,
while no one could prove they were
not stamps and had not been issued
or on sale as such. If he called them
stamps and they were catalogued as
stamps he could sell them. Naturally
he called them stamps.

among

The information available regard-
ing all the impressions taken from
those three plates during the years
1860 and 1861, indicates conclusively
only two possible sources of imper-
forate stamps.

First. Impressions printed to be
sold as stamps, and so issued imper-
forate: (a) intentionally so issued;
(b) accidentally so issued.

Second. Trial impressions origin-
ally intended as proofs only, but actu-
ally sold as stamps and so issued: (a)
intentionally ; (b) by accident.

The writer regards the supposition
that any 24c, 30c or goc impressions
which were printed to be sold as
stamps were ever actually issued im-
perforate, as being barely possible, but
highly improbable. Excepting only a
few singles and pairs of the 12¢c
stamps from Plate No. 3 of that de-
nomination, which the writer is con-
vinced are trial impressions, it cannot
be demonstrated that as late as 1860
any other denomination of the series
was delivered by the contractors to
the Post Office Department in imper-
forate condition. This fact is all the
more important because with the pos-
sible exception of the 5c¢ stamp the
denominations below the 24c were
printed and issued in far greater
quantities than either of the three
higher values, and if any sheets of
stamps escaped perforation after 1857
the chances are far greater that such
errors would occur in the 1¢, or 3c,
than in the 24c, 30c or goc. The only
errors of incomplete perforation
known occurred only in the 3¢ and
are extremely rare. None of them are
stamps without both horizontal and
vertical perforations; on all of them
the perforations are missing in only
one direction. Imperforate errors of
the 24c, 30c and goc are the last thing
which one naturally would expect to
find in this series, and as a matter of
fact, there appears no record of the
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existence of either of these three de-
nominations in the form of a genuine-
ly used pair, strip, or block.

The writer is certain most readers
will agree that no stamp should be ac-
cepted as a genuine imperforate issue
where no unsevered pairs are known,
or have been known, unless there are
more than a few singles whose char-
acter is beyond suspicion. At the most
the number of genuinely used imper-
forates of all three denominations that
are accepted by even a few students
as being genuine, does not exceed
three—one 24c, one 3oc and one goc.
The writer believes that if there is no
other basis for accepting the genuine-
ness of these three varieties than the
three specimens mentioned, these va-
rieties should immediately be dropped
from the catalog. The burden of
proof is wpon the stamp. No impres-
sion should have been listed as a gen-
uine stamp merely because a speci-
men, or a few specimens, exist; and
such listing, when made in deference
to traditions of the past, should not
continue until proof that the impres-
sion is not a genuine stamp is forth-
coming. It were far better to list
only what is capable of proof, unless,
of course, the listing is qualified by
statements revealing to all what is
known to a few.

With one possible exception, which
does not affect the writer’s viewpoint,
specimens of the 24c, 3oc and goc
genuinely imperforate in unused con-
dition are not known to exist in the
same shades as the issued perforated
stamps. If ever there were issued im-
perforates of these denominations that
came from sheets which, through mis-
take or otherwise, had escaped perfor-
ation, is it not remarkably strange that
the only sheets escaping perforation
were in different shades from those
which were perforated? So far back
that the memory of most collectors
now living runneth not to the con-
trary, the first and principal test of

the genuineness of an imperforate 3oc
has been the color. Is not this in it-
self nearly convincing evidence that
if any imperforate 3o0c stamps were
ever sold for postage anywhere they
were not from a sheet or a few sheets
which, by some accident, escaped per-
foration? The same reasoning also ap-
plies to the 24c and goc.

Specimens of the 24c which were
used in imperforate condition, and are
in the same color as the perforated
stamps, though rare, are well known
to exist. There is, however, an im-
portant difference between a stamp
used imperforate and issued imperfor-
ate, and there is little doubt that such
copies were perforated when issued,
and had the perforations removed be-
fore they were used. The habit of
cutting stamps apart with scissors per-
sisted long after perforated stamps
were issued, and instances of perfor-
ated stamps having their perforations
trimmed off so that they were “im-
perforate” when used, are not as rare
in the early '60s as one might suppose.
Witness the many 5c stamps of the
various colors and types issued during
the years 1857-61, that were cut into
strips of three in New Orleans by
one, or several, individuals there who

- persistently clung to the scissors habit.

Shall we then consider it beyond the
bounds of belief that even Post Office
clerks sometimes whiled away an idle
half hour by trimming the perfora-
tions from part of the stock under
their charge?

For quite a few years after the per-
foration of postage stamps became
common, collectors, and other people,
considered the imperforate stamp far
more beautiful than the perforate
specimen and in view of the erratic
nature of most of the perforating on
early U. S. stamps, their view can
well be appreciated. As late as 1875,
and even later, we find that the scis-
sors habit had not ceased. The spe-
cial printings of the postage stamps

@
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then current and the corresponding
department stamps, surcharged “speci-
men,” although made primarily for
sale to stamp collectors were fre-
quently chopped apart none too care-
fully with scissors. Of the total num-
ber of these stamps which were sold
in sets, it would appear that about
00% were so cut apart.

Mr. Luff mentions the statement of
a prominent dealer who purchased a
3oc imperforate in New York and
used it on a package of photographs.
This statement may be accepted, or
rejected, according to one’s prefer-
ence, or prejudice, but if it were cap-
able of positive proof today, it would
prove only that the gentleman pur-
chased a 3oc stamp which was imper-
forate when he purchased it. It
would not prove that the stamp was
imperforate when it left the printers,
or when it reached the New York
Post Office. Furthermore, there is no
evidence that this specimen was in the
brownish hue of the accepted imper-
forate 3oc. As far as any of these
imperforates in used condition are
concerned, the writer’s conclusion is
that because the evidence regarding
them is either worthless or insufficient,
they should be dropped from the
catalog. In order to establish that
such impressions are genuinely issued
stamps, it is first necessary to explain
their existence and, in the writer’s
opinion, there is not sufficient reason
for believing any 24c, 30c or goc im-
pressions printed for issue as stamps
and actually issued as stamps in im-
perforate condition exist now, or ever
did exist.

With regard to impressions which
were printed for other purposes than
to be issued as postage stamps, it is
also necessary to establish the fact of
their existence before we can properly
consider whether or not any of them
were permitted to do postal duty. In
the writer’s opinion the correspon-
dence which is here referred to as the

Steinmetz correspondence because it
was published at the time of the Na-
tional Philatelic Exhibition in New
York in 1913, in a pamplet which bore
the title “Steinmetz’ miscellany,” is
absolutely beyond question. This cor-
respondence consists of letters be-
tween the contractors, Messrs. Top-
pan, Carpenter & Co., who made the
United States postage stamps of the
series 1851-60, and A. N. Zevely, who
during the latter part of the period
covered by the correspondence, viz.,
during the spring and summer of
1860, was Third Assistant Postmaster
General. The correspondence referred
to relates principally to the produc-
tion of the 24¢, 30c and goc stamps
under discussion, and affords the most
nearly complete history of their pro-
duction that has appeared in print. As
this correspondence has been freely
drawn upon by the present writer and
other students, and is probably famil-
iar to most collectors of early U. S.
stamps, there is no necessity to repro-
duce it here.. It will be sufficient to
state the correspondence clearly shows
that when new stamps were being pro-
duced, it was customary for the con-
tractors to present proofs of the
models for official approval of the de-
signs and either before, or after, the
plates had been made other proofs
were submitted in colors for official
approval of the colors. Although the
correspondence does not state that in
every case there was submitted to the
Department a complete sheet printed
in the accepted color, in several in-
stances, either a part of such sheet, or
an entire sheet, was so submitted, and
the present writer is convinced that at
least one full sheet from each of the
24c, 3o0c and goc plates were printed
as color trials, and that all, or parts,
of these sheets were sent to the Post
Office Department at Washington.
On June 4, 1860, there was sent to
Mr. Zevely a specimen sheet of the
24c denomination, printed in lilac. On
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July 2nd, 1860, there was sent part of
a proof sheet of the 3oc printed in
black, with a half sheet of the 12c
black, and on the date that printing
of the 3oc stamps in black was
stopped, viz., July 11, 1860, another
partial sheet of the black 3oc was sent
to the Department, together with a
specimen of the 30c in a buff tint. On
July 16th twenty 30c stamps printed
in orange buff were submitted for ap-
proval. The last named impressions
were different in tint from the buff
color submitted on July 11th.

The writer believes that any one
who will carefully study this cor-
respondence will reach the conclusion
that the entire sheets or parts of
sheets, printed as color trials, and sub-
mitted for that purpose to the Depart-
ment were imperforate and without
gum. When it is remembered that
the acceptance of postage stamps
from the contractors by the Depart-
ment might hinge upon whether or not
the contractors had official approval
of both the color and the design of
any stamps they desired to deliver, it is
readily seen why they were always so
careful to obtain official approval of
both design and color, and why they
would not proceed to print large quan-
tities of stamps and perforate and
gum them until the full approval of
the Department was indicated or had
been obtained. It would only be
necessary for any collector who is in-
terested in this subject to have in his
own hands a sheet of imperforate
proofs and a sheet of perforated
stamps from the same plate for him
to understand why the trial impres-
sions submitted were imperforate. No
further proof would be needed, and
no other proof could be half so con-
vincing. Here then we have estab-
lished the existence of imperforate
impressions from the original plates
at, or just before the time, the stamps
from those plates were issued, and
these impressions are in colors which

must have closely approximated those
of the isswed stamps of the cor-
responding denominations.

We have also established the fact
that quantities of these imperforate
impressions greater than merely a few
copies were in the Post Office Depart-
ment at Washington. The question
now is, what became of them? The
answer is: Nobody knows. However,
when later we find it possible to trace
impressions of exactly the same char-
acter back to the Post Office Depart-
ment at Washington, it is not difficult
to believe that parts of those old trial
sheets are now scattered here and
there in the albums of collectors and
are regarded by their fortunate own-
ers as being no less than regularly is-
sued imperforate postage stamps. Are
they not listed in the catalog?

The writer does not recall any in-
stance where the Post Office Depart-
ment has sold proofs over the counter
for postage stamps, and if any proofs
ever were sold we may fairly assume
that strong and most unusual reasons
existed for doing so. The question
has been raised, what about the De-
partment’s accounting? Would not
the sale of proofs render their book-
keeping incorrect? As far as the situ-
ation in Washington of- the summer
of 1860 is concerned the writer does
not believe the bookkeeping difficulty is
at all serious. The Steinmetz cor-
respondence certainly shows the De-
partment was in a great hurry for the
24¢, 30c and goc stamps and there
would have been no particular diffi-
culty in selling some of the imperfor-
ate trial impressions at the Washing-
ton Post Office if the officials had
wished to do so. Suppose, for in-
stance, the Washington Post Office
sold 50 of the 24c, 30 of the 3oc
blacks, 20 of the 30c buffs, or orange
buffs, and 10 of the goc imperforates
and the sales clerk laid aside a mem-
orandum of these sales until he re-
ceived the perforated stamps. If he

B
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then returned to the ostmaster Gen-
eral’s office whatever imperforates re-
mained unsold, and destroyed as many
of each denomination of the perfor-
ated stamps as he had sold of imper-
forates, his accounts would balance
perfectly. In the case of the 3oc
black this may well have been just
what happened, and of the four va-
rieties of imperforate proofs, or
stamps, the black 3o0c is the only one
of which anything like definite proof
of a sale exists. None of the black
30c could have had their perforations
trimmed off as a result of the scis-
sors habit, or for any other cause, by
anyone either inside or outside the
Post Office Department because they
never had perforations. There is not
the tiniest shred of evidence to show
that any of the 3o0c blacks were per-
forated, or to show that even if the
large quantity which were printed
with the intention that they would be
issued as stamps were perforated, any
of them were ever delivered to the
Post Office Department. There is no
reason whatever, for believing they
were delivered. There is plenty of
reason for believing that they stayed
with the contractors and were de-
stroyed.

While bearing in mind that it is
always easy to be mistaken, and that
circumstantial evidence is not the best
evidence in the world, yet in the writ-
er’s opinion, there is better than an
even chance that some of the imper-
forate 3oc blacks from the two partial
sheets the Steinmetz correspondence
shows reached the Department were
actually sold for postage at the Wash-
ington Post Office between the 2nd
and the 12th days of July, 1860, or
even later in that month.

In spite of the fact that the 12c
stamp had been issued in black for
nine years, and we have no record of
an objection to the black color because
of any difficulty in effectively cancel-
ling the 12c stamps, it cannot be de-

nied that the body of color on the 30c¢
black is so deep and so diffused as to
render the effective cancellation of it
more difficult, just as Toppan, Car-
penter & Co. state in their letter of
July 11th. The black color for the
3oc denomination was definitely ap-
proved by the Postmaster General on
July 3rd. The contractors immediate-
ly proceeded with the printing of that
denomination and when they stopped
printing on July 11th they had already
printed a large number in black.
Change to the buff color was tenta-
tively approved by Mr. Zevely on
July 13th, but not until July 18th was
the orange buff color definitely ap-
proved for the 30c stamp by the Post-
master General. Therefore, during
the fifteen or sixteen days between
July 3rd and July 18th, the 30c black
was the only 30c¢ stamp which could
be issued under the approval of the
Postmaster General.

During all the time until July 18th,
when the orange buff color was defi-
nitely approved, the Steinmetz cor-
respondence clearly shows that the De-
partment was never wholly satisfied
the black color would be satisfactory,
and the brief letter dated July 3rd, in
which the Postmaster General ap-
proved the black color, contains only
two paragraphs, the first giving that
approval, and the second stating “the
chief objection to this color arises
from the greater difficulty of cancel-
ling them.” One might well ask the
question how did the Postmaster Gen-
eral know within twenty-four, or at
the most, thirty-six hours, after re-
ceiving the part of a proof sheet of
black 30c¢ that there was greater diffi-
culty in cancelling them if he had not
done any experimenting? And why,
on July 13th, before transferring of
the goc plate had begun and before
the color of the goc had been decided
upon, were the contractors advised
that “Black will not do for the goc
stamp” if the Department had not
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been experimenting with cancellations
on the black 30c? There is nothing
to show the Department had any other
black proofs in sufficient quantity with
which to conduct experiments than
the partial sheet of 30c and the half
sheet of 12¢ sent them on July 2nd.

The correspondence contains noth-
ing in reference to the 3o0c stamp be-
tween July 3rd, when definite approv-
al to print the 30c in black was given,
and the letter of July 13 in which Mr.
Zevely stated “It is well to adopt the
buff instead of the black color for the
3oc stamp, though I hope you will be
able to infuse a more lively tint than
appears in the specimen submitted by
you.” The next reference to the 30c
appeared in the letter of July 18th
when definite approval of the second
buff shade, therein called “orange
buff” was given.

The decision to change the color of
the 3oc from black to buff, or orange,
apparently did not originate with the

Department, but came from the con-
tractors and is found in the opening
paragraph of their letter of July 11th,
where they state “We are reluctantly
obliged to stop printing the 3o0c stamp
until further advice from the Post-
master General.” After the approval
of the black color this appears to be
the first intimation received by the
Department that the black color would
actually prove unsatisfactory in use.
What happened in Washington during
the ten days between the 2nd and 12th
of July? Did the authorities in the
Post Office Department merely sit
around awaiting the receipt of a large
quantity of 3o0c stamps printed in
black, which they knew were being
prepared, or did they use some of the
imperforate black proofs which were
sent them on July 2nd, in order to as-
certain for themselves whether or not
their fears regarding the effective can-
cellation of the black stamps would be

To be concluded in February.
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Our Branch Store
178 Fulton Street

Bet. Broadway & Church St.
Shares in full the vast resources of the
Scott Stamp & Coin Co.

and customers who cannot conveniently reach the
main office, should not hesitate to trust the filling of
their wants to the care of the Branch.
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the dear boy live long. The letter to
go to the Baidiabati post office. The
above-named person will get it on
reaching Baidiabati, Khoragachi, Goy-
napara.”’

“To"the one inseparable from my
heart, the fortunate Babu Sibnath
Ghose, having the same heart as mine.
From post office Hasnabad to the vil-
lage of Ramnathpur, to reach the
house of the fortunate Babu Pray-
anath Ghose, District Twenty-four
Parganas. Don’t deliver this letter to
any other than the addressee, Mr.
Postman. This my request to you.”

“If the Almighty pleases let this
envelope, having arrived at the city of
Calcutta in the neighborhood of Kulu-
tola, at the counting house of Siraju-
din and Alladad Khan, merchants, be
offered to and read by the happy light
of my eyes, of virtuous manners and
beloved of the heart, Mian Sheikh
Inayat Ali, may his life be long!
Written on the tenth of the blessed
Ramzan in the year 1266 of the He-
jira of our Prophet, and despatched

as bearing. Having without loss of
time paid the postage and received the
letter, you will read it. Having ab-
stained from food and drink, consid-
ering it forbidden to you, you will
convey yourself to Jaunpur and you
will know this to be a strict injunc-
tion.” :

Truly, the Indian postal clerks and
letter carriers have their own troubles.

Appendix H. “The Work of the
Field Post Office between 1867 and
1912,” shows that there have been
field posts with many military expedi-
tions other than those made familiar
to stamp collectors by the overprints
“C.EF and “LEE

The book is filled from cover to
cover with interesting matter and will
well repay reading. Our limited space
prevents us giving more than brief
suggestions about its contents. There
are numerous good plates, including
several of postage stamps, and the
paper and letter press are excellent.

LN L

U. S. CATALOGUE

FOR many years suggestions have

been coming in to Scott’s that a
catalogue of United States stamps
only, be issued. An edition is now on
sale!. It is limited to 400 copies.
Price $1.50 while the supply lasts!
Here is how it came about:

Scott’s 1922 edition of the standard
American catalogue is made up of 64-
page folios known to the printing
trade as signatures. Naturally the
same number of every signature was
provided before they were bound into
book form. The first 64 pages include
all the United States and Confederate
issues and part of those of Abyssinia.

When the signatures had been
transformed into the completed cata-

logues it was discovered that—400
copies of the first signature were left
over. Rather than destroy them, the
first 60 pages (Abyssinia being left
out) have been made into individual
catalogues listing only the U.S. and
Confederate stamps. Between each
two pages a blank page has been inter-
leaved, and the product has been
bound within flexible green-leather
covers.

Here is a book which will appeal
particularly to specialists in United
States stamps. Developed quite by
accident, it will be a permanent Scott
feature in the future—providing there
is popular demand for such a book!

I
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The 24¢, 30¢ & 90c U. S. Postage Stamps
of 1860—Imperforate

By Elliott Perry

Continued from January Issue

NOTE.—A mix-up between editorial office and composing room was responsible for splitting
the two instalments of this article in the middle of a sentense.
Rather unusual but surely original.

realized? If any experimenting was
‘done by the authorities at Washing-
ton, did they merely try various can-
cellations on the part of a proof sheet
in their possession, or did they have
those impressions placed on sale at the
Washington Post Office as stamps in
order to note the result as they were
cancelled in the ordinary course of
handling the mail? There appears
nothing in the Steinmetz correspon-
dence which directly indicates any of
the 30c black proofs in possesison of
the Department were placed on sale,
and if any of them actually were
placed on sale, it would appear that
the number sold up to July 11th was
so small that the Post Office authori-
ties, as late as that day, had not yet
reached a decision to change the color.
Of their own accord they never did
reach that decision. It was reached
for them by the contractors and, so
far as the correspondence shows, if
any 3oc blacks from the only supply
which the Department had, were
placed on sale in Washington, they
were still on sale when the letter of
July 11th was received from the con-
tractors. If there was no other evi-
dence to show that some of the black
30c proofs were issued in Washington
as stamps, than is directly stated in
the Steinmetz correspondence, the
standing of the 3oc blacks from a
philatelic standpoint can be no better
than that of the imperforate 24c, the
buff or orange 3oc and the goc. It
would be just as good, but no better.
1f, however, we believe that there is

nothing more favorable to the 3oc
blacks being stamps and not merely
proofs than appears on the surface of
the Steinmetz correspondence, we are
over-looking what appears to the writ-
er to be more than an odd situation,
or coincidence.

Up to July 11th the contractors
were certain the black color would be
satisfactory and risked the cost of
printing a large quantity of impres-
sions upon their belief. Their letter
of July 11th reads as though they
made no experiments in cancelling the
black stamps until a very short time
before the letter was written, probably
not more than a day or two, because
they had already printed many of the
stamps in black, and on July 11th in-
stead of advising the Post Office De-
partment of their progress toward
having ready a suppy of 30c stamps,
which the Department was eagerly
awaiting, they notified the Department
that they had stopped printing the
black stamps and are awaiting fur-
ther advice. Like all printers their
favorite color was black, but if in the
language of today they were merely
trying to “get away with” black, they
would certainly not have stopped
printing the black stamps, unless noti-
fied to do so by the authorities. All
they needed was the Postmaster Gen-
eral’s official approval of the black
color, and this they had obtained in
Zevely’s letter of July 3rd, a week be-
fore.

On the other hand the Post Office
Department officials had never been




. O

L T T

SCOTT’S MONTHLY JOURNAL

7

L e U

satisfied that black would be wholly
satisfactory. Are we to believe that
when they had part of a sheet of the
black proofs in their possession they
made no effort to verify their fears?
Is it not more reasonable to suppose
that experimenting with cancellations
on the black stamps started as soon as
the proofs were received in Washing-
ton, i. e, on July 2nd, or July 3rd,
and that through a direct communica-
tion which does not appear in the
Steinmetz correspondence, or in some
other way, Toppan, Carpenter & Co.
became advised of what the Washing-
ton officials were doing and that the
results there had not been satisfac-
tory. What more natural than that
the contractors should immediately
begin experiments of their own as in-
dicated in their letter of July 1tth,
and obtaining similar results to what
had been obtained from the experi-
ments in Washington they stopped
printing the 3oc stamps in black, and
so notified the Department in their
letter of July rt1th.

Fortunately, definite evidence of
what really happened in Washington
is shown by the following reference
from Mr. Luff’s “United States Post-
age Stamps,”’—*** “Mr. Francis C.
Foster states that, at the time he ob-
tained his copy, he was told that it
was a stamp and had been in use, and
that shortly afterwards he made in-
quiry at the Washington Post Office
and was informed that it was actually
on sale at that Office for a few days,
but, because the cancellation did not
show up well, the color was changed.”
This is the missing link in the chain.
The 30c black owned by Mr. Foster
was in his collection at the time of
his death, and has been seen by the
writer since. One can hardly question
that this copy is the same specimen
Mr. Foster obtained in 1860. It
would be just as sensible to question
whether the Brattleboro stamp in the
Foster collection was the same speci-

men which he purchased in the early
days for 60 cents. There are only a
few 30 cent blacks known to exist.
They are all genuine impressions from
the original plate and are enough
alike to have come, as they probably
did, from the same sheet. At the
most the number sold could have
only been small and it is extremely
unlikely that a genuinely used speci-
men will ever be found.

The writer devotes so much space
and lays so much stress upon the
question of the genuineness of the 30
cent black because he is firmly con-
vinced that unless some of the black
proofs of the 30 cent were issued for
postage stamps it is impossible to
make out a favorable case for the 24
cent, the orange or buff 30 cent, and
the go cent. In other words, the
probable genuineness of the latter
three stamps hinges upon the genu-
ineness of the 30 cent black. Any
reason which may have existed for
the issue of any of these impressions
from the trial imperforate sheets
could hardly have been so strong as
the reason that existed for the issue
of the 30 cent black. The Foster
reference confirms such issue of the
black stamp, whereas there is abso-
lutely no real evidence to show that
any of the other three varieties were
issued for postage. The writer is in-
formed that an imperforate 24 cent,
known to have been cut from a pair,
which is believed to have been pur-
chased at the Washington Post Office
is in existence. This evidence is
nothing but hearsay and as definite
evidence is worthless, yet it is as good
as any evidence we have regarding the
sale of imperforate 24c, 30c or goc
stamps, excepting only the 30c black.

The writer sees no reason for be-
lieving that any of the 24c, 30c orange
or buff, or goc imperforates ever
were sent out of the Post Office De-
partment at Washington to be issued
as stamps. He believes that except-
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ing for a few which possibly may have
been distributed as souvenirs by the
Department officials, all of these im-
perforates remained in the Post Office
Department until Trifet obtained the
lot of 1857-60 remainders, some time
in the '60’s. Trifet did obtain some

of the imperforate 3oc including at-

least one block, but whether or not
the lot of remainders obtained by him
contained all the imperforates that
were then in Washington, or only
part of them, is not known. The
writer has never seen it stated that
the lot of remainders obtained by ]J.
W. Scott a few years after Trifet ob-
tained his lot, contained any imper-
forates.

We know then of only three pos-
sible sources of supply for these im-
pressions.

First. Specimens which may have
been sold as stamps while the Depart-
ment was anxiously awaiting the per-
forated stamps, and we have slight
evidence of this and no proof.

Second. Specimens distributed by
Department officials as souvenirs, and
we have no proof of this.

Third. Specimens from the lot of
remainders obtained by Trifet. There
is satisfactory proof that some of the
imperforates did come from the
Trifet lot.

Those who maintain that existing
unused imperforate 24c, 30c orange,
or goc stamps were sold for postage
can give no satisfactory explanation
for the difference in shade between
these imperforates and the perforated
stamps, or for the fact of their exist-
ence at all, either in the Washington
Post Office or elsewhere.

Those who maintain that these im-
pressions were originally parts of
proof sheets, and may or may not
have been sold for postage, do explain
the reason for their existence and for
their difference in shade, and do ex-
plain why and when they reached the

Post Office Department in Washing-
ton, by the Steinmetz correspondence.

Is it not more reasonable to believe
these imperforate impressions came
from those old proof sheets than that
they came from some unknown
source?

To summarize the entire case re-
garding the 24c lilac, 30c orange or
buff, and goc blue imperforates, we
can only state that the evidence of an
issue of such impressions from sheets
which were made purposely for sale
as postage and were sold for postage
in imperforate condition, either by
accident or by intention, is -either
worthless or insufficient and that the
only imperforates which exist, or
have been known to exist, in pairs,
strips or blocks, and therefore have
never been anything but imperforates,
come from proof sheets, which were
sent to the Department by the con-
tractors. It is an open question if
any specimens from these sheets were
ever sold for postage.

Returning to the original reason for
writing this exposition of the writer’s
views, the conclusion is reached that
if it were up to him, which it is not,
to decide whether or not the impres-
sions under discussion should be list-
ed in the Standard catalog and how
they should be listed, if at all, the
writer suggests that until further data
becomes available, or until students
of the series reach a better agreement,
that the present method of listing the
24¢ lilac, 30c orange and goc blue
under the Nos. 37, 38 and 39, and the
date 1860, be continued and that a
note to the following effect be placed
under No. 39:

“Most copies of Nos. 37, 38
and 39 come from trial sheets.
Some stamps from these sheets
may have been issued for post-
age. The same remarks apply to
the 3oc printed in black.”

~
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The writer prefers the above
method of listing these impressions to
another method that many students
would consider more correct, viz., to
list these stamps as minor varieties of
the perforated issue, calling them, for
instance, No. 52¢, No. 53a and No.
54a. In view of the writer’s opinion
that the 30c black is better entitled to
recognization as a stamp than either
of the three varieties now listed, no
doubt it seems strange not to advo-
cate listing the black 30; and dropping
the other three, or listing the black
together with the other three, but the
writer believes it is bad enough to
list three questionable stamps, without
adding a fourth, even though in his
opinion, the fourth is much less ques-
tionable than the other three.

Our Branch Store
178 Fulton Street

offers the following scarce stamps at
specially attractive prices. Every stamp

unused and in perfect condition:

) Cat. No. Net Price
United States .... 167 to 177 set $595.00
United States ....1545 50.00

United States ....1567 to 1570 set 300.00
United States ....2345 (cutsq.) 50.00
United States ....2382 (cutsq.) 30.00
Argentine Rep. ... 88 30.00
Argentine Rep. ... 175 30.00
B ZOTEE . s, o o= 91 10.00
BaC AR oo 68 10.00
Brit. Honduras ... 17 18.50
Congol . C.icvis s 151 20.00
Dutch Indies « 250 18.50
BEYE I S e s e s 69 13.50
Guadeloupe ...... 203 25.00
Nevis ............ 16 30.00
Sierra Leone ..... 76 11.00
Two Sicilies...... 17 14.00
Two Sicilies...... 18 20.00

A Nice Little Lot

Cat.
Price

Cat.

No.
*8 1861-62
*15¢ 1863-71

*16 ‘“
*16a “
20 “

30 1872-76

37 “

42a 1877-80

*44 1880-82
44b .
50 “

*64 1886-88
88 1891

*90 1889-92
9] ‘"

*92 “

()8 “
*107b “
*108b %

174 1901
*234b 1916
*234d %
*299 1917
*302 s
*314a “
*315a =
*317a ¥,
*401 1875

407 £
*i2 o«
*427 1878

430 i

454 1902
*524 1913

GREECE

9

Net
Price

1L choc’te ... $3.00 $2.00

1L red br. on
cream
2 L pale brown
on cream ...
2 L bistre o n
cream
20Lblue
bluish
20 L dark blue
on bluish
20 L ultramarine
On CreaM..
30 L brown
1L gray br'n.
1 Lred brown
20 L carmine ..
1L brown ..
50 L gray gr'n..
1L black br'n
2 Liochte .
5L deep gr'n..
40 L blue
1 L br'n, pair..
2 L pale bistre
50 L maroon ..
3 L vermilion
30 L carmine ...
5Lon 40 L
dark br'n....
10Lon 30 L
dull violet.....
SLion 60 L
blue )
SLon 8 L
blte e
10Lon 9 L
blue —icau
1L green and
Blaek™ ... e
60 L green and
blacke —reees
2dr. gr & bl'k
10Lgr & bk
60 Lgr. & bl'k

on

25 L ultramarine

3 L vermilion...

3.00 2.00
75 .40
75 40
10 .06
40 .25
.10 .06
A0WE25
35 .20
25/ 34 A5
30 .18
.08 .05
2018502
05 7 .03
08 .05
A2°75.08
.15 8510
50 .30
2054230
05 =103
20 12
25 15
o 10
20 5.8
50 £5.30
.50 .30
.50 .30
A5 " 10

2.50 1.50

2.00 1.25
L2515
DOREEZS
05,03
.08 .05
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SINCERE WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

S NEWBURY .







I looked at the 10c green strip before reading your letter
and saw indications I did not recognize as belonging on genuine
stamps, I should say it had been monkeyed with glong the lower |
edge of the designe if not elsewhere and would not have bought
or sold it without a careful check-up.



274]|S the founder of the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Inc., I feel privileged to

/\é\\/ announce a further development towards simplifying the examination of stamps.

Throughout its activities, the staff of the Laboratories have devoted some of their
energies and time towards improving existing methods of operatlon and procedure. This latest
development is destined to become of inestimable value to students. It is an improvement in the method
of projecting images of stamps on a large screen in order to facilitate their study at tremendous magnifica-
tion. I feel it is so great an improvement over the old method that all Philately should be apprised of it.
One might contrast the airplane of twenty years ago with those of today, or an old wood burner with a
modern stream-lined locomotive. It represents one of the most important advances in the analytical
investigation of stamps.

In a few weeks, the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Inc., will celebrate their
first anniversary. While a review of their accomplishments might easily be postponed until the day of the
event, | feel that with the making of such an important announcement, this might also be the right time to
mention such matters. Last week it was the pleasure of the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORA-
TORIES, Inc., to announce a reduction in the charge for examination from $15.00 to $5.00 per stamp
or piece. T'his was a point on which the entire staff of the Laboratories had been working ever since its
inception. Now, however, through the volume of work, which has produced improved methods of opera-
tion, the services afforded by the Laboratories are now within the reach of almost everyone.

I have often asked myself the following question. “Why have I as an individual gone to the labor
and expense of founding the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES?” I must confess that the
whole conception of the Laboratories was due to the labors of one man. His studies and his accomplish-
ments, his unselfish devotion to the cause of clean Philately and his broad, clear way of thinking have
been the real inspiration of the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Inc. I refer to Stanley
B. Ashbrook to whom we all look up as the greatest student Philately has ever produced. Before I knew
the man, when he was nothing but a name to me, his work was an inspiration. A few years ago, after
making his acquaintance and recognizing his genius, I felt spurred to emulate his efforts in what small way
I could. I have met Mr. Ashbrook many times during this period. I have never told him of my high regard
for him or his accomplishments but as I look back, the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES
would never have been possible without the inspiration he has lent. If he reads these words, and I am sure
he will, I hope he will realize how his efforts have been the most important factor in the organization of the
Laboratories. Philately needs many more such students as he. If the PHILATELIC RESEARCH
LABORATORIES, Inc., can aid other students in carrying on research into stamps and their background
in the manner which he has accomplished, its existence will have full justification.

This newest development in the Laboratories is the direct outgrowth of one of his questions. ““‘Can
an image of a stamp be thrown on a screen, enlarged many times and still be a faithful reproduction of the
original?”’ The answer is Yes. We have always been able to do it, but not until now, could it be done
with such remarkable degree of clarity as to bring out every line of engraving as though the stamp were
printed in relief. By this new method, one can retrace each individual line of engraving, in fact, it is just
as if the plate were broken down and analyzed line by line. It is difficult to find words which can express
adequately the remarkable results which have been accomplished. It can be of utmost importance to all
Philately.

It has been the policy of the Laboratories to conduct their examinations in private, not because

any mystery attaches to their operations and procedure, but the presence of visitors might tend to interfere
with securing accurate results and to avoid errors which might result from disturbing the concentration of

the operators.

After due consideration, however, it has been decided that an opportunity can be given to inter-
ested philatelists to visit the Laboratories while work is in progress and see for themselves the remarkable
results which have been achieved. Visits can be made on invitation only. To those who may desire it, this
privilege will be accorded on receipt of a written request. This invitation is not restricted to collectors,
but dealers as well will be welcome. The press, too, is offered this same invitation.

It is the desire of the PHILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Inc., to present openly
the three-fold purpose of its operations.

1. To ascertain the true nature of all stamps examined, be they genuine or forgeries; perfect, repaired or

otherwise manipulated and to assure their correct identification according to accepted standards.
2. To cobperate with all students in an endeavor to assist them in all forms of Philatelic Research.
3. To devise new instruments, methods and adaptation as an aid to thorough investigation.

Any constructive suggestions that might tend to improve the operation of the Laboratories are
welcomed.
(Signed)

own Q.

MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS Nov. 27, 1939



We welcome letters from our readers on any
constructive subject pertaining to philately but
assume no responsibility for the views ex-
pressed, nor do we necessarily agree with them.

A Few Remarks

By Stanley B. Ashbrook

IN Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News,
issue of November 27th, 1939,
Souren A. Yohannessiantz, in an ad-
vertisement of the Philatelic Re-
search Laboratories, Inc., took occa-
sion to pay me a very flattering tri-
bute.

While I duly appreciate Mr. Sou-
ren’s complimentary remarks I am
not unmindful of the fact that they
were certainly grossly exaggerated.
I take this occasion to deny the state-
ment made by Mr. Souren that I am
regarded as the “greatest student
Philately has ever produced.”

In all frankness and sincerity I de-
test being classed as an expert, an
authority, or much less any sort of a
genius. To me, flattering tributes
such as the above, are wholly unwel-
come, and I regard them as a re-
flection upon my common sense. I
resent the unauthorized use of my
name in philatelic advertisements.

Several who read Mr. Souren’s ad-
vertisement, wrote me to inquire if I
was on the staff of the Philatelic Re-
search Laboratories, Inc., and to all
who entertain any such a thought,
may I state that I am not in any way
whatsoever connected with Mr. Sou-
ren or the work being conducted by
him.

I am very much interested in phi-
latelic research work, but this re-
search work does not extend to per-
sonalities.

—STtaNLEY B. ASHBROOK,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

o



'MEKEEL'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS

Dec. 25, 1939

=

bl O I

STUDENT OR EXPERT

In MexkeeL's WEERLY StAMP NEWS
of December 18th there appeared a few
remarks written by Mr. Stanley B. Ash-
brook. In a previous issue of the same
paper there was an article, not an adver-
tisement, written by me which was to con-
vey my personal opinion and feelings
about some research work done by Mr.
Ashbrook which was presented to the
public in book form.

In order to express what I thought of
this work I had no choice than to use
the name of the author. If he felt that
he might resent the use of his name in
connection with his studies, perhaps he
should have used a “nom de plume” be-
fore the general public, of which I am
one. My feelings on the subject were
flattering to the author but from my point
of view, I was bringing out the beneficial
effect, to me, personally, of such an ac-
complishment in the field of philatelic
research.

I have had personal contact with the
author too few times to form any opin-
ion except for his capabilities as a stu-
dent. I am not at all surprised that he
dislikes being called an “expert”. It is a
much abused term and no such word ap-
pears in my article. I detest the use of
this word as much as anyone else. It is
only shrewd or “expert” salesmen who
crown themselves with this title. Since
this expresses my personal views I might
say that I would not limit my efforts to
expose the artificially created “experts”
and their limitations. There are students,
ves, for whom I have the greatest respect,
but Philately is too complicated and has
too many branches for anyone to acquire
such proficiency as to merit the title of
“expert” in its proper use. One must
truly be superhuman to be an expert and
I want nothing to do with superhuman
Dersons.

In Mr. Ashbrook’s remarks he appears
to resent the unauthorized use of his
name. So that no misconstruction can be
placed on my use of his name, I might
say that it was used from a printed book
of which he was the author. No consulta-
tion was necessary in the matter as I have
bought and paid for my copy of his book.
In his last sentence it would appear that
he has received some letters inquiring as
to whether he is on the staff of the Phil-
atelic Research Laboratories. In my arti-
cle I paid my tribute to the accomplish-
ments and capability of the author of a
published book and any compliment paid
him was in appreciation of the benefits
derived by me from his work. I resent
the implication that the Philatelic Research
Laboratories, Inc., might arbitrarily em-
ploy anyone without openly announcing
such fact. However, the Philatelic Re-
search Laboratories are my personal
effort and contribution for the benefit of
Philately and I value and guard it as
jealously as Mr. Ashbrook does his own
philatelic activitjes.

I, too, have received a number of let-
ters, some of them anonymous, but I
chose not to waste my time worrying
about persons with ill intent, and devote
my energies to constructive work.

I may have erred in my opinion as to
who is the greatest student in Philately,
but I have passed the age where my
thoughts need to be directed or dictated.

(Signed)

SoureN A. YOHANNESSIANTZ,
394 Park Avenue,
New York, N. Y.
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A Few Remarks

By StaNLEy B. ASHBROOK.

In Mexeer’s WEEKLY StaMP NEWS,
issue of November 27, 1939, Mr. Souren
A. Yohannessiantz, in an advertisement
of the Philatelic Research Laboratories,
Inc., took occasion to pay me a very flat-
tering tribute.

While I duly appreciate Mr. Souren’s
complimentary remarks, I am not un-
mindful of the fact that they were cer-
tainly grossly exaggerated. I take this
occasion to deny the statement made by
Mr. Souren that I am regarded as the
“oreatest student Philately has ever pro-
duced”.

In all frankness and sincerity I detest
being classed as an expert, an authority,
or much less any sort of a genius. To
me, flattering tributes such as the above,
are wholly unwelcome, and I regard them
as a reflection upon my common sense. I
resent the unauthorized use of my name
in philatelic advertisements.

Several who read Mr. Souren’s adver-
tisement, wrote me to inquire if I was on
the staff of the Philatelic Research Lab-
oratories, Inc., and to all who entertain
any such a thought, may I state that I
am not in any way whatsoever connected
with Mr. Souren or the work being con-
ducted by him.

I am very much interested in philatelic
research work, but this research work
does not extend to personalities.

STANLEY B. ASHBROOK,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.
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Wednesday, December 20, 1939.

A FEW REMARKS
By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK

O O OEONE

In Mekeel’'s Weekly Stamp News, issue of November
27th, 1939, Mr. Souren A. Yohannessiantz, in an advertisement
of the Philatelic Research Laboratories, Inc., took occasion to
pay me a very flattering tribute.

While I duly appreciate Mr. Souren’s complimentary
remarks, I am not unmindful of the fact that they were cer-
tainly grossly exaggerated. I take this occasion to deny the
statement made by Mr. Souren that I am regarded as the
“greatest student Philately has ever produced.”

In all frankness and sincerity I detest being classed as
an expert, an authority, or much less any sort of a genius. To
me, flattering tributes such as the above, are wholly un-
welcome, and I regard them as a reflection upon my common
sense. I resent the unauthorized use of my name in philatelic
advertisements.

Several who read Mr. Souren’s advertisement, wrote me
to inquire if I was on the staff of the Philatelic Research
Laboratories, Inc., and to all who entertain any such a
thought, may I state that I am not in any way whatsoever
gon}rlxected with Mr. Souren or the work being conducted

y him

I am very much interested in philatelic research work
but this research work does not extend to personalities.
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.




RALPH A. KIMBLE, &ditor
8118 Dante Avenue

Ch’cago, Illinois

11 December 193S

Stanley B.Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:
As you will see from the

chapter news in the December AP, the Chicago APS group
is to have a r-ally fine exhibition,with all the trimmings,
on January 26«7-8,1940, opening the series of celebrations
of "A Century of Postage Stamps”.

On the evening of Friday,
January 26th,, we are having our banquet,and expect to
draw very héavily from the APS members living in the
Chicago area,There should be between 200 and 300 present
if present indications mean anything,

We want you to be the guest
of honor and speaker at that banquet. We will be glad to
pay your railroad expense and hotel room,and if we were
more flush would be glad to do even more, but as we are
doing this in a non-commeecial way,more for the good of
the game than anything else, we have no source of income
and can't very well go too far on expenses,

This affair will be at the
LaSalle Hotel of course,and I believe that you will do
yourself some good in meeting the big crowd of the right
kind of folks that we will have there, as well as
doing us a very great favor. You can choose your own
subject,although we will of course bill you as the author,
resear ch authority,etc., in which you have made a deserved
reputation. How about 1t?

Sincere gards
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1861;- I am inclined to believe Luff was the victim of
his own enthusiasm and may have paid funny money himself for
some of the premiers, I understand Mandel charged him #100 each
for the 5c and 10c 1847 on laid paper, which were only die
proofs with the margine cut off. They were put into the cata-
log with & hurrah - and dropt silently.not long aflerwards.

There wae & great deal of intense interest in U.S. De-
ginning soon after the Columbian iesue and new discoveries Were
being made s0 rapidly that the freternity was in the right mood
to swallow anything, especially from a wrbter who had done so©
much of the new work. The secret marke on the 1873 issue,
special printings, types of the 5¢c 1857 plate 3, new M & M
new locals, (I mean newly discovered varieties), and I don't
recall what else was Spilled into the philatelic lap all within
& few years. 1 am not re that 30 egse ver ene rall
o o éf e th;tche?iod?u e That The 1869 essays were gencrally
5 grill (No, 83) apprarently was not known

The famous 18x]
the "partly erased" variely dates fpvom 1887.

before 1900, sltho
Tuff's mietake in thinking the premiers were issued stamps
wae due in some measure to his failure to check up the "advertise-
ment" instructione in the official circular which he printed in
his own book znd which Tiffany also published. I'll bet I myself
read that thing twenty times withoul realizing that it meant just
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Wwhat it said - notices to be published in the newsparere on the
arrival of the NEW STAMPS, He had the key right in his grasp
and didn't know it., In 1931 I woke up and of course as soon as
I begen to hunt for the P.O, notices of 1881 I found plenty of
them,

Some of the ad-hunts Were very amusing, Te tried Danbury
Conn, several times, going to and from camp and alwaye got to the
library after the reference room had closed on account of D.S.
time or somekhing like that, Finally we learned that the old
newspspers were kept in a vault in the oank, so Chrissie made a
gpecial effort and the bank pecple got qQuite interested and had a
lot of fun resding the namee of o0ld residenters, relstives, etc,
3ut we were licked - again. No P.O, Ldv, in that paper.

If you read Luff's 1861 chapter very carefully you may
conclude, a8 I have, that he realized something didn't just fit
properly. and that he tried to force the facts to fit what he
believed must have happened.

Take the fact that there were & good many postally used
10c plate 4, add a 24c on thin early paper in an uncommon violet
color, and repcrts of & used 5¢ and 12c, and no great imagination
was needed to make an entire premier set of postage stamps, I
really don't bhelieve Luff wae influenced by financial considera-
tions, I doubt if he himself had a complete set when his theory
was annouwced, His theory ssems to have been based on study of
material from various sources rsther than an attempt to "estab-
lish" his own stuff ae legitimate postage stamps, Apparently he
did not have the Stamp Agent records given on pages 93/94 of his
book until afterwards. If any racket wzs worked 1 think it was
on the 3¢ premier for the other values appear %o have been as
scarce in the 1890 as they are now,

I am very sorry to hear Mildred has not been well. The
little boy must be quite a big fellow by now, Robert, the younger
Indiean here, is 15 today., How time flies,

Sincerely,
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Deax tgnley,

* ; Youre of April 25%th came while I wes in Bglti-
more last week, I am glad you are on the track of evidence
in re the 1861 iscsue that ie better than gue: work and hear~-
say and hope you are succee=ful, You did we to pin Colson
down to any definite statement, I have rarely been so for-
tunate., He has impreesed me af one Who wished to be thought
of as knowing much (if not gll) and feared to talk - either
because he hated to do anyth 1ing which would not Jlre“tly pene-
fit him, or else because he feared to say something that might
show him up a2 not knowing so very much,

<
8
1
-I-

I certainly would agree that if sample setes to be sent
abroad did not include the 34c and 30c those valueg had not
then been mede. Obvicusly, there was everyreason to include
them if they were available, but if the 24c and 3Cc were sent
later 11T is not clear to me that they would necessarily have
come from specially printed sheets. I would say they might, or
uight not, Some years ago I tried to have Sir. Nicholas

erhcuse institute research in the Britieh Postgl archives
on the chance that the "premisrsnm cor some réc ord of receiving
! i them might be found, bubt have never heard further,

. The Post Office formes you are on the track of are what
I have been expecting or hoping would be found, the I never saw
one and my ideas that there was such s thing is pure deduction,
I reasoned backward from the fact that feco many premiers have
been traced te Eurcpe teo be accounted for in any other way. It
seemed to me there wae a sufficient reason to inform the foreign
postal services of the change in the stampe and concluded that
sete wre sent abroad for that pumpose. As yet I haven't found
the slightest evidence that any such samples were sent tc domes-
tic offices. The scarch has been €0 wide and intensive tha® had
any thing re; wd¢n« such szmples been printed in the newspapers
it ies har i¢y gible it wouwld not have been found long agoe.

Steel blue; you are far more cerltain thgn I am that
: used 24c Auguste were printed long before the steel blue etamps,
I don't know what post office any ocopy of the steel blue that
wz8 used early in October 1881 came from bul any copies used
; that early that came from New York might have been printed in
‘ Auguat, There is & very good chance that they ‘»‘v’er‘e;

i
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I'11 admit the Quantity issued tc poe
indicate you are correct, 153,900 of the 34c up to August 3
is lese than 800 sheets and this may have bDeen one printing
from one bateh of ink., In fact, if the swply sent to post
officee in September ie added the total isn't much over 1,300
sheets, which alsc could have ccme from one printing, We
know there must have been vioclet etampe in the Augusl deliwveries
because at least one satidfactory cover is known,

What I suspect is thgt the plate was put on the prese snd
a bateh of ink was printed up - not & definite Quantity of etamps
to £ill certain orders. Except the lc and 30 the gquantities
were comparatively smsll, especially the values other than the
10c, and I have no doubt it was easier and saved Vime to print
a larger quantity of these values than appears in the orders,
That saved changing the make-ready sc freduenlily asnd prodadly
enabled the printers to get out more stamps in a given Uime,

Some offices may not have received a second euply cof the
24c for several monthe so thal etgmpe used late in 1861 might
have come frem August deliveries. It is easier for me %o believe
the color was changed from steel blue toc vielelt than from viclet
to steel blue. I don't think steel blue wae wanted any more than
buff or any other vellow was wanted fer tha 56, They just mixed
colors according te a formuls and got what they didn't expect.

Of course if they ran out of viclet and bought more for their
second batch and the pigment wasn't the same as before, the

steel blue could have ccme second instead of first. What evi-

t

dence Wwe have indicates the violet came fixst before the stleel

blue but I feel less certain than you do that the evidence is

Quite conclusive.
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There are a couple of
veetiggtion, Stampe that hav
arpear different from unused
ia thin and the gum is thick
why yeu do not find used 24c
miers.

Surely all the unuseg
samplee for I1'd say there are

g tch for scome used copies,

Ashbrook 5/4-'38

cther pointe that mgy repay in-

e been used or wel are apt to

L}

copien, especially when the paper
and dark colered. Perhgps that is

kS

Augustes that match unused 34c pre-

24c viclets we find are not premier
unused 24c¢ violets that gre a good

If I am mistsken gbout this then

how is The large number of unused 24c violels accounted for?

I

There are only & few of the 5, 18, 30 and 9Cc premiers, Why

Wf‘f""
should there be so mny, 24c”

Are you dividing the unused 24c violets into two groups

(1) a fairly large group iden

of used copies and (3) a muc

tical with cr similar te the color

h gcarcer color which is not found

used and therefore ie asrumed tc be the premier or sample 24¢?

That would seem to be a logic

S

ment with the facts,

-

al division which may be in agrée-

At Baltimore I noted an unused 24¢c of deep rich color and

a much lighter used copy., I

doubt if either of them were printed

later than September 1881, There was also & used and an unsued

10¢ - the used copy loocked darker and the used copy more yellow=-

ish, The used copies sesm %o

run 280 uniform in shsde that I

wonder if there is any difference in color other than wae caused

oy the stamps being slightl

changed through use.
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I would Jlike to get Bill nreck working cn the 24c

colore but he hae gll he can de with pther color werk now,

- We had a brief seesgion in Baltimere on “unday and I unders tand

he has seen Prof, Hardy of‘M.I.T. recently and that the machine
Hardy has been building is in such shape that definite readings
2an be obtuiped from smgll areas of a stamp now - or will be
soon, “pectrum analyeis could have been oblained leng ago

had it been possible to get the colers inte solution. With

etamps that is impoesible. Mardy's machine will give the

equivalent of & spectrum gnalysis FROM IHE STAMP, which I regard
a8 of lremendous imporiance. It will be possible to determine
"HY the color differe on different stamps,

' #70s (brown lilac) - I have found no evidence that thie
color belengs in 1881. Rpecently a ccver bearing three copies
wae Bubmitted and al tho my memc i8n't available at the mément
I amg sure it went to Furcpe in x® July 1863 or '64., Of course
that cover doesn't prove that color began around that date but
if it began in 1861 there should be evidence of the fact,

#70 (red lilac) - the catslog givee date of Oct, 8, 1861 .
and I aecume thie is the dark purplish color on (usually?) thin
paper. Luff (page 82) noted only.one color in 1861 - "October
8th, 1861, 84 cente él&te." There is something funny hers,

The New Orle@na cever with pair of lc and perny post
notstion had no year date. It belongs to H.L.J. amd I cannot
get a photo now, The eituation is awkward and I don't want to
risk making it any worse, I haven't seen him for a month or
more and dread what I khow is waiting for me when I get up

courage enough to go there,
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Contains Note Oq DR. WALKSNS. CHASE

Earllear_ 3¢ ‘857 BROOKLYN-N‘E‘W‘:::CIT\'
Type! And
A‘so EQ?‘IICS l- 1170 Dean St., )
Plare Elever\ December 13, 1922.
Dear Stan:--

Yours of the llth just came. I judge from
what you say that you will not come on to attend
the meeting of the Lookout Committee. Wish you
were coming. Incidentally, I had not heard a word
of this, and am Jjust as well pleased.

Glad you were able to photograph some of
Colson's fine stuff.

Regarding the Duveen and Caspary pieces, I
do not know how long it will be before the Duveen
lot is sold, but judge perhaps a feow weeks. I
feel sure that the United States at least will
be sold intact.

I hardly know what to say about the best
mermer of borrowing the pleces. I guess we had
best let it go until you come to New York again,
at which time we will try to see Phillips and
Caspary together, and possibly we can then arrange
it. Caspary was certainly very pleasant the other
nicht. Fe can be when he wishes.

I just got back from New England. Spent the
week-end with Atherton, and went through the 3s in
his stock fairly carefully, picking out a few nice
minor items. The best thing I found was a 3c 1857
Type I,used on a cover of March 4th, 1857, and tims



the record early date of use for any United States Gov-
ermment officially perforated stamp. Iliake a note of the
date if you wish. The cover is dated twice on the
inside, so there is absclutely no doubt of it. He and
I went to Waterbury together londay noon, and saw the .
bast collections in town before the meeting, which was
held in the evening. Nothing there of any importance
whatever, excepting that one man hes 2 lc 1857 from
plate 11 on & little cover cancelled with a red New
Haven town cancellation directly over the stamp, dated
Jarmary 19th, 1861. Isn't this the record date? I
think I can get this cover for myself if I try hard.

Picked up a few pretty little covers in an an-
tigue shop. They have a live Club there, and gave me
a very nice reception.

I think you said something about the possibility
of getting on in January. Do you know anything more
definite about it? Sure hope you can makse 1it.

Best regards,
As ever,

NG
QIS
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From f)“’ ¥+ loth 1170 Deen St., R'g;:j,i’g}'_""

Rows December 8, 1922. 1 Kty
Some i

_Dear Stan:--

Yours of the 8th just received. Glad Berger
sent you the plece you photographed. I thought
you would want to see it for plating rather than

» for purchase.

I rather think I will get to the Collectors!’ j
Club dimmer on a week from tomorrow night. Am glad !
Alvin will be there, and will try to get a word
with him. I feel a good deal the same as you do
about the Collectors'! Club. x

I went up to see Phillips last night to get a
good look at the Duveen collection. While I was
there he telephoned Caspari, who came over with
his first volume of U.S. Between the two I saw
some wonderful stuff. As you probably know, Caspari
has an imperf. mint palr and single which fit to-
gether to make a strip of three, from the bottom ,
row of plate 4,--the right end of one of the two ‘
panes. Phillips, in the Duveen collection, has a
block of six, the three bottom stemps being from
the bottom row of plate 4, and apparently fitting |
on to the left of Caspari's strip of three. I wish f
there were some way you might see these, but hardly [
know how to work it. Have you any suggestion? Ex- I

cepting for this block Duveen didn't have much in
the le '51s. In the '57s he has a block of about ‘
twenty or twenty-five, probably from the left pane L



of plate 12, because the types are all mixed up. I
think it is almost certain that the U. S. collection
will be sold intact, although to whom I do not know.

An getting along fairly well with the article, al-
though a great deal of research work has been found
necessary. TFor example, it has taken several days'
work at the library to get such information as was ob-
tainable about the firm which printed the stamps and
their predecessors and successors. Now think I have
this down fairly straight.

Tomorrow my wife and I are going to New England.
Jean goes through to Boston and I get off at Springfield
and spend Sunday with Atherton. Monday night Atherton
and I go to Waterbury, where I show some of my stamps
before the local club. Hope I can run across some
pretty stuff while there.

Nothing else new. Best regards,
As ever,

CC:RL
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June 6, 1938

Dear Stanley,

I am very sorry thatthe marrier chapter has not
been in your hande before this, Thinge® have haprened that were
beyond my control and a1l I can do ie promise to get it to you
a8 soon ag pessible,

The Crystal Palace clipping is very welcome. It occurred
to me that the year dated New York pmk of 1853 being coincident
with the Exhibition might be more than a coincidence but I found
nothing to indicete there was a brsnch of the U.S, post office at
the Crystal Palace. The reference to Boyd ie easily understood
but the reference to Berford is puzzling, especially as Swarts ie
not mentioned., Apparently Berford & Co, did continue in the ex-
press business until about 1856 but I recall having 8een nothing
to indicate they carried local mail in New York City. Possibly
vletters® in the Cryetal Palace Fxpress notice of Berford & Co,
mgy have meant "ordere" by letler, snd mek Boyd handled the mail,

Some 25 Branch Offices in 1849 are liested on page 984 of
Pate #34 and there was at least one Branch Office much earlier
80 it ie evident the records in Washington are not very complete,
Effort to find any old recorde in the New York poet office has
drawn a blank,

'I had dinner with Harry 1indquiet the evening before he went
away and he told me he intended té have Stowell stgrt printing
your Vél, II as econ a& he returned, about July 15th,

Regarding the 1861 premiers, I am hardly %nalified to state
what was known before 1896, but ge Tiffany didn't coneider them to
be stamps I think the Luff statement is correct, viz., "Philatelists
have long been familiagr with these two values (3¢ and 12¢), but,
used specimens not being known, they were regarded ae essays."

Also, "The other values differ eo slightly from the ordinary types
that they escaped notice for thirty-five years." And, "The discovery
of the earlier variety of the ten cents lesd to the study of the
whole series and the eventual discovery of the complete set of the

firet typee." That seeme to be definite emough, and I would Say

Luff was in as goéd position to kmow that part of the story as any-
body., 4 {
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All values undoubtedly were in existence in Eurcpe orx
somewhere, but I can't follow Colson's argument that the values
other than the 3c and 13¢ were considered %o be essays or prcofs,
How could they be considered essaye if it was not known that they

differed from the ordinary types? Or did he mean that becguse
the set was bright and fresh and not exactly like the'used copies
with which collectors were familiar, and the 3¢ and 13c were
noticeably different in design, that the whole set was classed as
something different from the regular printings?

cclor of

What 1ittle evidence we have indicates the violet 24c stgmp
wae.8 issued earlier than the 24c steel blue, regardlees of which
color came off the prees first, and I certainly agree with you
that unleee evidence to the contrary turne up the viclet should
be considered to be the first of the 24c cclors issued., Any other
arrangement won't agree with the facte we have, Other conclusione
which you and I may be interested to consider must be based on
deduction and even if we gre satisfied they are correct others
may not care a hoot about them,

It seem® plain tc me that the N.B,N,Co., had considerable
trecuble with their colors., Allowing for the ioaeibility that the
Department chose some shades that didnt't match the premier samples
it is evident that the firest 3c and 5¢ were not what was intended,
Whther the samples wre printed in expengive colors and they tried
to get by with cheaper pipmente for the issued stagmpe, or what
the diffioculty was I don't know., There is no proof of the 5¢ in
any kind of buff, while the 34c existe in both vioclet and steel
blue, Maybe Brazer hae worked out the answer,

I have lohg doubted that we would get very far trying to
distinguish Luff's premier paper from paper used for the 5¢c buff

and other earlies. Certainly I sce no rsacson why the used Type I

10c should be on different paper from other values that were used
in August and September 1861, if not somewhat later.

I wouldn't be at all surprised to learn that some #hxe of the
Premier samples never left the country and were found around 1896
in 014 filee or records. Outside of some sheete of 3¢ and perhape
a sheet or part sheet of 10c it doeer't loock g8 if Mandel or anyone
else found very many wherever it was they were foumd, I rather
doubt if Mandel fed the premier story to Luff. The latter was
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making quite a few discoveriee and altho he was not the origiml
discoverer of Type I of the 10c I think he seized wpon it and .
wae carried away with his own enthustasm, It never occurred %o
Luff that the premiers wmight be finished samplees or anything of
that kind, tho he must have known that the N.B,N.Co, did much the
same thing with many values of the 1869 issue, What else are_the
small figure essays, gummed and rerforated, of the 1869 issue?

With a few facts, or near facts, Luff built up a mass of
assumptions that were accepted as proven facte - the "premier ,
issue”, One fact was the delay between the original date of m/ﬁ«/f/
issue - August 18t - and the earliest postmark he could find -

Avgust 18%h, which agreed pretty well with the P.M.G, report,
The other fact was the used Type I 10c¢ which were undoubtedly
postage stamps. Boiled down to a few words his assumption was
that because the 10c Type I had certainly been issued, that 1%
must be from a premier printing and that the other premiers must
also have been similarly printed anfi issued.

His idea that the 3¢ being the value most in demand wae the
first of the "Second Types" to be issued was a deduction, logical
enough, but entirely at variance with the facts. In my cpinion :
his Nashus N.H., copy of Aug. 18th was the baeie for that deduction.wj!-
The earliest Second Type use he could find was on a 3c: the 3
wae the value in greatest demand: therefore the 3c was iseued
first, It is easy to underetand how such an ASSUMPTION cculd be
accepted as a FACT, The fact is, ae the recor#s in the Pate show,
that every shipment in Au%'ust 1861 contained at least seven of the
eight values and the first two orders contained all valuee, Even
if premier designe had been included tc make up the Quantities in
the early shipments there could have been no "premier ISSUE" for

%he Second Types must have been iseued at the same time.

The more I study the records of what was actually done in
Auzust 1861 the more convinced I am that unlese there were some

10c Type I in the Auguet shipments - which is poesible - there

were no(le, 3¢, 5¢, 13¢c or 90c of theJpremier designe in any

August or later shipments, Alsc that the 24c and 30c in the August

and later shipments were not from a so-called premier printing,

but were from regular printings made at the same time as printings

from the Second Type ma plates. There wasn't any proof Xkx® in 1896
t > premier designe @ther than the 10c were sent to any post office

& and thére isn't any now, There isn't anyj proof that the
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Expexixxfx printing and issue of the 10c Type I was intentiomal,
By that I mean that there is no proof the Stamp Agent knew plate

No. 4 had been used and knew he was swplying poet offices with
stamps from that plate. He could have filled orders without knowing
that two kinds of 10c stampe were being sent out, I don't say that
is the true answer but I admit it as being s possibility,

If the 10c Type I is taken out of the so-called premier issue
what is left? Ien't it clear %o you Stanley that Luff's while
theory of thé premier issue rests upon this one =x stamp? The 34¢c
vioclet doesn't support the 10c, It's the other way around. The
10c Type I supporte the 24c violet, No premier issue theoxry could
have been built on the 24c, but the Type I 10c was an undeniable
fact, and the whole premier set was dragged into the "premier issuen
on ite back, If used copies of they Type I 10c¢ hadn't been found
there would have been no premier issue theory. £nd the 34c violet
would have been classed with the regular 1861 issue, Maybe we
8hall live to see the day when they 1l put it there.

Luff reprinted the 1861 circular letter that went to post
offices with first supplies of the stampe and it plainly ordered
postmas ters to advertise in the newsparers or otherwise, Aprarently
it never occurred to him that this letter meant what it said and
that the newspaper announcements would show when the new etanpe
actually were issued to post offices, As scon as I began to look
I found them and he could have done the same, They would have
punctured his ™premier issue" theory and it would have died a'borning,

In order to make his ™remier issue" thoery hold water he had
to assume that premier gravures were sent to post offices BEFORE
the date when 1861 stamps were recorded as being delivered toc the
Stamp Agent., The newspaper notices flatly contradict that assump-
tion, ey also show that the demand wae sc much greater than the
supply of stampe that only a large Quantity of premier gravuree
would have been enough tc relieve the shortage materially,

Starting with the 1% Type I and the discovery of the other
premier deeigne Luff jumped to 2 lot of conclusion® and was so sure
he had the r%ght answer that he didn't bother to dig any further
or even check the facte he had, He must have felt pretity good when
he obtained %he numbers of the premier plates. And yet, if his
gtory is read carefully there are places where il is wobbly or

vague, as if Luff himself wasn't too sure the facte were what he
claimed. them %o Dbe,
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SINCE 1915

-

I don't know if the changes in the Scott Co, will affect the
1861 listing in the catalog. The change from "First Issue® and
"Second Issue" to "First Designs" and "Regular Issue" was in the
right direction. At least the heading "First Designs" is true as
far as it goee. And "Regular Issue" is cerfainly better than
"Second Issue", That they are up against is that for some forty
years they have published albume with epaces for the premier gra-
vuree and probably some collectors have bought what were believed
to be stamps in order to f£ill those spaces,

Other desler® have aleo 80ld and delivered the things that ‘are
listed in the catalog and there may be a Queetion if they should
be expected toc know more than the Scott Co., doee about those stamps,
Thether John D. Collector bought the things in the belief that they
were postage stampe, or might be such, or Probably wze some kind of
a proof, he is not going to be pleased to have their market value
geriously impaired by being drorped from the catalog. As a matter
of expediency and §°°d faith I doubt the wisdom of dropping them,
but I do beive that if they continue to be listed then the facts
about them should be noted sc buyere will have some idea of what
their money is being spent for.

The note about the high velue 188C imperfs has been running for
quite g few years, I dontt see that it has hurt their market value.
Those who wan?t them still buy them, Perhape if g vote were taken
more collectors would prefer to have them listed and priced - even
if their inclusion in a POSTAGE STAMP catalog seems doubtful - than
would want them dropped. I think the Scott Co. is juwtified in
listing what many collectors want listed, regardless of the exact
gtatus of the item,

I am trying to take a sensible, reasonable viewpoint toward the
whole subject, not impugning anybody 's motives and desiring that
the truth may be disctvered and made known for the benefit of all
that is decent in philately,

Sincerely,

ety
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The Act approved on April 3, 1880 removed the One Cent drop
letter postage on letters that were delivered by carriera, as the
Poatmaster General had recommended in his official report the
previous year.

"Section 3: That on all drop letters delivered within the limits
of any city or town by carriers, under the athOrity of the Post
Office Department, one cent each shall be charged for the xmzipk

receipt and delivery of said letters, and no more.,"

On June 15, 186C another Act was approved which removed all
remaining discretionary power to fix and change carrier fees which
the Postmaster Ceneral had exercised for 24 yesre under the Act of
1836, As pointed out by the Postmaster CGeneral in his report for |
1880 thig Act interfered with the operation of U.S. carrier service
in the smaller locglities where a two cent fee had been necessary

t@ maintain service,



UNITED §TATES AND FOREIGN
PoSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTIONS

l TELEPHONE-
STtAmP Co., INC. oY S0z

|_J EabiE ADDRESS Economis NEw YaRric LP
EDWARD STERN , PRE§IDENT.

SIDNEY F: BARRETT, Treasurer. EIGHTY-SEVEN NASSAU §TREET
NEW: - YORK, N.»™

September 3, 1935

Stanley B. Ashbrook
64 Arcadia Drive
Lakeside Park

Fort Mitchell, Ky.

Dear Stanley,

I have yours of the 31 ultro and in reference
to the 3¢ August issue the straight edge appears on
the left side, the imprint and plate number was on
the bottom. It certainly appears to me that these
were printed in 200 sub jects, otherwise they would

» be perforated all around.

FPor your information I have the plate number
before me and it consists of a block of 8 inscribed
National Rank Note Co. #2 plate. I doubt very much
if there is another complete sheet in existence,
this one was from the Hawkin's Colleetion and I
held it so long that I decéided to break it up.

I offered the straight edge at $10.00 each and they
were all sold and the others at $15.00 each, This
offer did not include the plate number block which
is of course more money., I trust that this
information will be of interest.

Very glad to note that you expect to be on here
in September and if you fail to eall in to see me
I am afraid Il1 have to get out my gun.

With kindest regards,

Si;g;iz}y yours,
*

ECONOMIST STAMP CO.
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CABLE ADDRESS BANKNOTE "NEW YORK

QUOTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY

70 BROAD STREET

PLATES ENGRAVED ONLY ON CONDITION
THAT THEY REMAIN IN THE CUSTODY. ——
OF,; THIS| COMPANY;

CHAIRMAN OF THE HOARD. NEW YO R K

DANIEL E.WOODHULL,

PRESIDENT
ALBERT L.SCHOMP,

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
WALTER E.SMITH,

VICE PRESIDENTS
H.VICTOR KEANE, HARRY F.PAYNE, June 24, 1936
PETER AITCHISON, HENRY R.TREADWELL, .

SECRETARY-COMPTROLLER TREASURER
JOHN P.TREADWELL,JR. EDWARD F.PAGE.

e

Mre Stanley B. Ashbrook
64 Arcadia Drive

Fort Mitchell
Covington, Kentucky

Dear Sir:

Responding to your letter of June 17th in which
you make inquiry concerning a Mr. Mendell, we would say
that our records are very meegre a&s concerns his employ=-
ment with our compsany.

His neme appeered upon our payroll for several
weeks during March of 1902 and we believe that he passed
awey during the month of May of that year. He had no
official connection with our company end apperently he
was & research chemist by profession,

No one here now remembers this man, and there-
fore I regret our inability to give you further informe-
tion.

Yours very truly,

WES.S.



CHARLES E.HATFIELD, President.
HuGH M,CLARK , Treasurer.
JOHN N.LUFF, Expert.

Eucene N.CosTaLESs
Manager Stamp Dept.

ARTHUR C.ZIMMERMANN

Manager Publication Dept.

BRANCH STORE :
178 FULTON ST,N.Y.

Cable Address :
BOWLDER,
NEW YORK -

PUBLISHERS OF
INTERNATIONAL STAMP ALBUMS
INTERNATIONAL JUNIOR STAMP ALBUMS
MODERN STAMP ALBUMS
IMPERIAL STAMP ALBUMS

33 WEST 44™ STREET,

ggss*r_?ArgrEosrTg.s.smMPs 1 TELESHONE "

MP CATALOGUE < il

NE PLUS ULTRA BLANK ALBUMS 3 e e ad ik et EW @RK, Y
NE PLUS ULTRA STOCK BOOKS : &

Jan. 4, 1923.

Mz, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
720-729 Union Trust Bldg.,
Cincinnati, Chio.

Dear Stan.:

I have your letter of December 28 and herewith
gend for your inspection, the much talked of 30¢ Cover. I
regret however, that I cannot supply you with Mr. Iuff's
guarantee as this is now in the possession of lMr, Ives.
The substance of it however, was to the effect that the stamp
was an imperforate of the 1860 issue, used on cover. So far
a8 I can learn the history of the Cover is as follows;

Mr. E. Bs Power of New York, while on a trip to
Paris many years ago went into the office of Mrx. Bernichon,
who offered Mr.Power a large assortment of Covers from the
fayon correspondence including about 30 or 40 coPies® bearing
30¢ stamps. The Cover enclosed is one of the lot and is
exactly as Mr, Power purchased it. Stanley Gibbons sold the
Cover to some one whose name I cannot remember off-hand and
then it went to lr. Worthington and it was sold in the Woxthington
Auction Sale to lMr, Ives.

As mentioned in my »nrevious letter I have already
made up my oninion as to the status of the stamn and would be
pleased to know what you think of it as soon as you've arrived
at a decision.

Regarding nhotos of it, I should be very glad if
you could let me have about half a dozen copies. With kindest

rds remain
regards, I ’ Yours very truly,

e

TO INSURE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION TO COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING PUBLICATIONS AND S
SEPARATE SHEETS FOR THE TWO SUBJECTS.
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Charleston Evening Newe. Oct, 23, 1854 (from Washington Star)
"PRE-PAYMENT OF POSTAGE.- We learn that some nine months ago
the post Office Department caused an examination to be made into
the use of postage stamps .&, from the result of which it was
concluded that fifty-two per centum of the letters sent in the
mails were at that time prepaid. Very recently a eecond similar
investigation shows that at this time quite sixty per centum of
the letters so sent are prepaid., This increase shows that our
people are just coming to understand the advantages of pre-paying
meil mtter."”

Comment:~ two and one half years after the 3¢ letter rate
was introduced, penslizing unpaid letters 3¢ each, only about 50%
of them were sent Prepaid. either by ocash or stampes, FEight or
nine years before the 1847 stamps were issued the Great Southern
Ma il from New York would alone have reduired about ten times as
many slampe as the average use during the 1847-51 period.,. If the
northbound mail was as great the number of 1847 stamps used daily
would have hardly been enough to stamp 5% of the letters on this

route, I have only a few hundred stampless cover® and was under

the impression that most of them were =ant collect but may be wrong.




DIVISION OF STAMPS IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO

¢ RS:EMB
Post Office Pepartment
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL

TWashington
April 14, 1937.

Mr, H, L. Lindquist,
2 West 46th Street,
New York, N, Y,

My dear Sir:

The following informat ion has been supplied by the Bureau
of Engraeving snd Printing, in reply to your letter of March 29
addressed to that office:

"The original die No. 89 of the one-cent United
States postage stamp, Series 1851, is a flat piece
of steel approximately ,095" thick, 2.,06" long, and
2,25" wide. The design isabout in the middle, .73"
from right side, .75" from left side, .54" from bottom
and ,50" from top. The corners are slightly beveled.
The design appears in reverse in comparison to the
stamps as printed, that is, the bust faces the left."

Very tr

Acting Third /Assistant Postmaster Gene ralq




SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

1 WEST 47th STREET

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Huca M. Crark, President + Tueresa M. Crark, Vice-President + ArTtEUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer

|

CATALOGUES

Standard Postage Stamp
Cataloguc

United States Stamp
Catalogue, Speaialized

ALBUMS

Abridged Album for United
States Stamps

Ace Stamp Album
’

American Album for United
States Stamps

Annual Stamp Album

Commemorative Stamp
Albums

International Air Post
Albums

International Junior Albums
International Stamp Albums
Modern Stamp Album
National Stamp Albums
Scott Blank Albums
Spccia‘lty Series of Albums

United States Commemora-
tive Postage Stamp Album

Ne Plus Ultra Stock Books

BOOKS
Animals on Postage Stamps

Commemorative Stamps of
the World

Postmaster Provisionals

Notes on the United States
Twelve-Cent Stamp of
1851-57

Stamp Collecting Why and
How

United States Postage Stamps
Illustrated and Identified

Wells Fargo & Co. Hand-
stamps and Fraaks used in
the United States and
Canada

September 13, 1938

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Answering your letter of Sept. 3rd regarding the
old listing of one and a half copies of the 5 cent
147 as 73c rate, this was deleted from the Spe-
cialized Catalogue in the very recent past.

If I remember rightly, the first comment against
it was from Chase followed by Perry, but I did

not take final action until the deletion was sug-
gested by you. There is absolutely no trace among
Luff's papers of anything giving any information
regarding this item.

In answer to your second letter of the 3rd, I am
sorry that the cuts of the August and September

1l cent arrived too late for possible use in this
year's edition of the Specialized. Copy went to
the printer sometime ago and press work is about
to begin. I have, of course, used the old cuts
which were the only ones available to me at the
moment. Perhaps I can obtain from you the ne-
cessary material to make new cuts in time for the
next following edition.

With thanks, and kind regards, I remain

i;;i;;g?ig%7urs’

HUGH M. CLARK

HMC:JK



TELEPHONE
CORTLANDT 7-5993

EUGENE N. COSTALES
‘ POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

MEMBER 99 NASSAU STREET
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEW YORK, N. Y.

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSO,
BROOKLYN STAMP SOCIETY
BUREAU ISSUES ASSO.
COLLECTORS CLUB, N.Y,

N. Y. PHILATELIC SOCIETY
NASSAU COUNTY PHIL., ASSO.

January 28,1940,

Mr.Stanley Ashbroeok,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Themas,Ky.

Dear Stan:e

Icreceived yours of Jan.l3th,and I shall attempt to amnswer yeur
questions to the best of my ability.

3¢,1861,"cracked plate”. I checked ever my file of Speeialized
oa%aISsuos and fine this variety was first listed im the 1934
edition,long after my asseciation with the catalogue,and the
Seott Co. I have never seen a "eraeked plate™ of a 3¢,1861 stamp,

Re #37 te 39, I do net believe these sheuld be dropped from their
present places in the eatalegue. The footnote explains they were,
"probably met regularly issued™ amd I think that is sufficient
qualifieation te cautiom these whe want enly"regularly issued”
stamps.If an attempt were made to delete all such stamps of all
gountries from Scotts or Gibbons catalegue,it would reduce the
present listings by several humndreds. In my experiemee I have found
that stamps in this eategor{ are not purchased by the average

" collector but prastically all specimens sold went te advanced
specialists.Furthermore,I believe the constant deleting from the
catalogue of stamps that have been listed and aeccepted 20 te 40
years,is a matter that is detrimental to stamp collecting.It must
be remembered the "eld guard™ of philately is nearly gone,and the
new type of cellecter is by noe means as well versed or infermed.
Most of the newer collectors are apt te e¢all stamp cellecting a
"racket™ as soom as any change in an o0l8 listing is mede, They
haven't the ferver of the oldtimers, No,Stan,I am deeidedly not
in faver of dropping these stamps.This alse applies te #55,56,57,0
59,61,62,66,74,82,and many others you do net mentien,

Re new listinﬁ of 1861 issue. Your suggestion te e¢all the 10e¢
"Alugust Type l,and Ghe 10e "September”,Type II,is an excellent
one. The 24¢ Steel blue should be listed as a major number,as it
is not a shade but a distinet celoer.If your grouping of the 24e¢
colors would necessitate the eliminatien of the "August"issue,I
would not like te see it dene. Regarding the 1@¢,#68,"thin 'August'
paper",as you say other values exist en this paper. Sir Nichélas
Waterhouse had a complete set of "September”,unused,on"thin
'August 'paper”., I sold a set te Mr.Hays of New York,and this set
was sold at auetion by Sanabria some years ago,when he disposed
of the cellection,




Page 2,

Re the 1857 issue, Your listing of the Se"brewns"is proper and logi
¢al, 1t would mean the additien of one major number te the catae
logue,and could be done very easily.

I have tried to give you my firm cohvietions on all these questiens
in @ limited space,and if I may differ with you about eliminating
certain stamps,it is because I lookat the subjeet frem the view-
point af a prefessienal who has conversed with many hundreds of
collectors on the topiec of deleting stamps from the catalegue.

If there are any other questiens you want te ask me,please de

not hesitate te e¢all on me.,
Yours t%

Gene.

With kindest regards,



lilumTﬂmzﬁ;
BOX 333 :

SINCE 1915

January 32. 1937
Dear Stanley.

When you very welcome letter came in late thie after-
nocon I was etruggling with the carrier problem, preparin% an article
on certain phaees of it and am glad to give you the status quo,

Part of Luff is O.K,, part is contradictory, and part is quite
wrong. He got only part of the story. 4As for the honorable gent.
from Brooklyn, the lees said. the better. He claimed to have "invee.
tigated" and "eliminated" the work of Predecessors etc, but if he had
done more of either his articles would not leak so badly.

The carrier problem is very complicated. Until about 1880 the
rates were discretionary with the P.M, General, except that Ccongress
fizxed a limit to what should be charged. In order to meet different
conditione in different localities, and the competition of the local
posts, the rates varied in different localities, even at the same
Pericd, and changes were made from time to time to meet changing
conditions., To some extent therefore each city standes by itself
and what was done in each city muet be worked out before we can be
certain that the stamps on any cover agree with the rate at that
tinme, Getting the data will be no child's play. In many cases all
ze can do is To assume the cover is correct and deduce the rate from

he cover.

It is assumed and has been stated that the carrier fee was
reduced to lc by the Act of March 1851. At the most, this is only
partly true, In some cities msil going out of town was collected
and taken to the post office free while incoming mail from other
offices was charged 20 per 1#tter if delivered by carrier, In New
York in 1854 letters for city delivery that were picked up from
mail boxes or were handed in at the carrier's wiéndow of the main

Post office were delivered in New York for 1o and prepayment was

required. Two years later the fee was 2¢ and prerayment wae opticnal,
I can't yet say how many changes there were before and afterwards.
Apout 1860 the rate was changed and lc was charged for taking a
letter to the post offioe,agg for delivering a letter from the post
office,

It seems obvious that the 3¢ delivery fee on letters from
other offices was generally or always paid in cash, Letters bearing
a 3 (postage) rlus two lc¢ (carrier deliwery) - total 5c - are
just about unknown, In general, if not always, the lc stamp on a
letter bearing a 1¢ and a 3¢ vaid the carrier for taking the letter
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TO the vost office, i.e, "collection fee". If your cover with
Philadelphia address (street and number) was delivered there by
carrier he collected 1lc or 3¢ from the addreeesee at the time

of delivery. A lc stamp so0ld in another city and cancelled in
th: city where mailed could not pay a delivery fee in another
civy.

It would be difficult or impossible to pay delivery fee
in one city by affixing the government stamp in another city,
and this is one reason for the limited use of the lc 1851 as a s
carrier, And in any city where mail going out of town was
collected and taken to the post office free there would be no
reason for using the lc stamp on such mail,

Prepayment of a delivery fee in afcity to which mail was
sent could be effected by obtaining carrier (other than the
Franklin or Eagleg etamps, or local post stamps of that city
and affixing them to mail addressed to that city. Apparently
this was rarely done - I am not sure I know of even one such,
ins tance. If someone in New York obtained Browne or Willisms
8tamps and put them on mail to Cincinnati they would not be
cancelled in the New York post office, and even if cancelled
there, the Bail would be delivered free in Cincinnati because
the Cincinnati stamps would show that the deligvery fee had
already been paid.

One reason for the limited use of the magle was becauge
the carriers preferred to issue their own stampe, For instance;
if Wixliems sold a customer a» sheet of Ealles for a dollar the
U.S. Post Office got the dollar and Williame got it only ae the
stampe were used., If they were loet or destroyed Rks Uncle Sam
was that much ahead - not Williame, But if Williams sold his
own 8tamps and they wre not used, Williams was that much ahead,

However, any stamp issued by an officially aPrProinted car-
rier wae not a contract to perform a service which impoeed a mere
private obligation as did the stamps of the local poste; the
carrier stamp was an obligation of the U.S. Post Office. The
Franklin and the Eagle stamps represented an obligation of the
United States to perform a service wherever there was carrier
gervice. The "semi-cfficial" carrier stampe represented an
obligation of the United States to perform a service in the city
where issued, It is reasonable to suppose that the Franklin
stamp was without designation of value so it could be used at
one rate in one city and another rate in another city.

Such records of the carrier service as I have found indicate
that some citi®#s did not make regular reports. RePorts from some
cities are known to be incomplete and other cities are known to
have had carrier service long before their reports appear, I
have found no reports from Cincinnati, Cleveland, Louisville or
Charleston, all of which had carrier service. I have nothing in
New Haven until 1863, When the fee system was abolished and all
the carriers were Put on salary New Haven was included. The

three carriers there were paid a total salary of $1,500, (I suppose

this was $500 each but cannot be certain until more definite records
can be found). There was carrier service in New Haven before
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#3 Stanley Ashbrook 1/83-137

July 1, 1863 but to me the following record indicates that it
had been in effect from January 1, 1883, or not much earlier.

0f many wcities reporting letters held for postage for one
reason or another in the period January 1 to June 30, 1863, only
three citiee reported Mail held for payment of the carrier's fee.
These were Boston New Haven and Philadelphis. The total of such
letters sent to the dead letter office was 5,376 and 4,290 of
these were from New Haven., The total held for carriers fee and
delivered wpon notice to party addressed was 9,930 and 6,379 of
these were from New meven. I think that shows people in New Haven
had not beome accustomed to the system because it was new, If
a "penny post" had been operating for several years it does not
geem likely that in six months a total of over 10,000 letters
would be held for the carriers fee in a place the size of NeWw Haven.
The 186C census figures are not at hand but in 185C there were
only a few more than 230,000 people in New Haven.

However, I am Dy no means sure that a carrier service wase
alwaye continued once it had beeng started and it may be found that
gervice was started in '55 or '56, wae flound not to pay, and was
stooped for several yeare. The records of some cities might in-
dickte that sort of thing did happen. That is one reason why
each city should be considered separately. What happened in Kala-
mszoo in 1856 may have no relation to what happened there in '55
or '57. or what was happening anywhere else at the eame time,
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Knapp stamp; The Chase theory does not satisfy me altho
I think the "shifi" might be produced by laying the printed sheet
face down on the plate and hitting it with thumb or the heel of
your hand. When a sheet is printed all the ink does nof come out
of thd plate, At Tivex the printer printed a second sheet without
re-inking and five or six feel awsy I could see only that the
impression was a 1ittle paler, Wish I could have gotien closer.
A number of questions were asked the printer and I wae satisfied
that a second print wouwld not be good enough to pass inspection,
that a third print would etill show much of the design and that
even a fourth sheet would show some traces,

He told about a revenue plate that was cul 8o deep it couwld
not be used. oOne Printer after another tried his hand and could
not get a good imoression. Thie fellow asked to try and told us
how he filled in the design with a composition and made the lines
shallow enough to retain only the correct amount of ink, It took
some experimenting but he did make the RxX vlate work. I've never
read anything like that in the philatelic press but I have no
doubt the man was perfectly truthful and when People whose business
it is to know about such things tell me how this peculiarity or
that is caused I am willing to believe them,

EQuivment for infra-red vhotography is in existence, Perhavs
the American B.N. Co. have it and made such a test on Knapp's stamp.
Most of the moderné black inks contain more or less nigrosin (that
spelling may not be correct) and this does not gtop the infra-red
ray®. while carbon does. or vice versa, I have no doubt their
test, whatever it was. convinced them that the "ghift" was in the
same ink as the remainder of the design, I think it unlikely that
a modern faker would go to the trouble to obtain ink exactly like
that used on the 10¢ 1847, and if the ink was different I think
the A.B.N. Co. would have found that out.

a shift.

Youf are satisfied the thing is,genuine, All right. Go %o
it and work out a demonstration that will be puncture-proof. I am
gatisfied there was no reason for such a D.T, on the plate. that
in facth there was no such D.T. and that the "shift" was pProduced
by accident in some other way than by a double transfer on the vlate.
Here's some gmmunition for you. I have seen about 2,500 different
10¢ 18478, Even if each one had come from a different sheet of 300,
there were at least 2.500 such sheets printed from which I have
never seen a 8tamp., Because of multivles it could well be that
4.000 sheets were Printed from which I have never sean a stamp,

I'd 1ove to camp in Kentucky. It's too far away. Many times
I have wished Vermont was a hundred miles nearer. Glad you liked
the picture. There are many far more besutiful ©laces but most
pPlaces in New England near weter have mosquitos and we see about
one Per day uP at West Hartford on the beach. In the village, down
river only .7 mile they have plenty, It's not easy to find a cam
aite that is 1007 verfect and our vlace is satisfaciory in many ways,
Whet you should do when it gets hot next summer is Pile Mildred and

that fine boy in your car and hit the treil. Come in through Sara-
toga. along Lake George and through Ticonderoga and Crown Point



Florida Methodist Children’s Home

REV. W. M. MULLEN, SUPERINTENDENT
REV. C. W. WHITE. FINANCIAL SECY.

ENTERPRISE, FLORIDA

November 22,1839.

Dear lMr.Ashbrook:-

Your letter to the above address was turned
over to me,as I have been helping out with office work after
our secretary hed to leave.

I knew your Aunt Emma,personelly for many
years and grew up under her influenne right here in Enterprise.
I have uded the saive very often in childhood,as she used to
furnish it for our sores when I ®as Jjust a small child in the
orphanage. I wrote to her,and kept up a steady correspondence
untll her last days.

I have been here a good many years and have
heard her speak of the salve and that she was going to turn it
over to the Home at her death. This was never done that any
record or any person knows of. I wag here before she died in Cal.
and she sent several coples of her Book "X-Rays" but never any
thing about the salve. I have looked thru a2l1l1 the files and
correspondence etc. from the Tucker estate and find not a thing
about the salve. If anything evervcomes up or if I ever hear
I will file your letter and be glad to write you.

I knew your motgﬁr aéd Father through these
Tuckere sisters. I consider them my ve best friends,they were
wonderfuk women and 1 never miss a chance to tell of what they
heve meant in my life.

Sopry not to have any information for you.

Sinqerely:{,a‘q’:me%w

(Zona Faber.)
Mrs.Gale McAlexander.
Gen.Del.
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Steam On The Mississippi

By Harry M. KonwiIskgr.

The use of the handstamp sreaM is
not scarce to cover collectors and is not
especially scarce on the boats that plied
the Mississippi and other inland water
routes in the 1845-60 period, when six
hundred or more vessels had identifying
marks to indicate carriage or transit over
these waters.

Post Office records do not, as a rule, in-
dicate the name of vessels carrying mail,
so while the cover illustrated shows the
letter was carried by a boat, from New
Orleans to Natchez, and the name
the boat “Walk-in-the-Water” is written
on the cover, the interesting item is that
[T IS very early for the use of sTEAM
on a Mississippi River boat. The letter
was written at New Orleans on Nov. 19,
1830. The handstamp steaM is in red,
measuring 2x5mm and was recently
turned up by James S. Hardy.

This boat is not the first to have run
in the New Orleans-Natchez trade. One
of the very first was the “New Orleans”
built by Nicholas Roosevelt. The “New
Orleans” is said to have left Pittsburgh
in September, 1811, to have arrived at the
mouth of the Mississippi River in Jan-
uary, 1812, and to have gone into the New
Orleans-Natchez trade, carrying freight
and passengers. It is not known whether
or not mail was transported on this boat

which sank in 1814.
According to H. R. Aldrich, Chief In-

of

spector, Post Office Department, Wash-
ington, the Furey diary in the Post Office
Library indicates a contract was made
with a steamboat plying between New Or-
leans and Natchez to carry mail, in 1813,
at six cents a letter.

Apparently this New Orleans-Natchez
is an early use of the steam handstamp
on the Mississippi. In fact it is early
anywhere, according to the opinion of
some of the collectors of shipmarks. Rob-
ert F. Chambers, for instance, notes the
use of sTeAM in handstamp form, in 1835,
Charleston, S. C., to Norfolk; 1839, Bos-
ton; 1837, Salem; 1837, Baltimore; 1837,
Stonington. The handstamp STEAMBOAT
is known for 1823.

While “looking up” the vessel named
“Walk-in-the-Water” it was noticed a
hoat by this name was built in 1818 and
operated on the Great Lakes above Niag-
ara Falls. Whether this is the boat which
was in the New Orleans-Natchez trade is
not known to this writer.

The Quick book on Mississippi boats
says that in 1819 the “General Pike” was
commissioned as the first mail steamboat
to run between Cincinnati and Louisville
and St. Louis. Dunbar says the original
“General Pike” was the first steamboat to
be put in commission in 1819.

A boat named “Walk-in-the-Water” is
probably still in service at Niagara Falls.
A complete listing of markings used on
Mississippi and on other river routes is
appearing in sections in the monthly
Postal Markings, edited by Mannel Hahn.
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A weekly column of
general information on
United States postage
stamps _conducted by
George B. Sloane, 116
Nassau St., New York,
N. Y. recognized ex-
pert and authority.
News comments, illus-
trated plate varieties
and other features of
interest.

State Department, Dollar Value Dies

When the Continental Bank Note Co.,
in 1873, designed and engraved the De-
partment stamps, no dies were ever made
up for the State Department, $5, $10, and
$20 denominations, perhaps for reasons
of economy. FHence, no original die
proofs exist of these three stamps, al-
though one could exist of the $2 value.

A single die was engraved with the
Seward portrait for a vignette, and an-
other die was engraved for the frame of
the $2 denomination. With these two
working dies, the other three Dollar
values were fabricated and plates pro-
duced.

While the Seward medallion occupied
a die to itself, the die ‘of the $2 frame
was flanked at the sides with three sepa-
rate value tablets, two at the left, “FIVE
DOLLARS,” and “TEN DOLLARS,”
and one at the right “TWENTY
DOLLs.” I found the key to this in a
die proof, without the medallion head,
that I acquired some years ago, and I
do not believe this information regarding
the “frame” die has ever previously been
published.

The plate of the $2 stamp was made
up in the customary way, by taking a
transfer relief of the frame and rocking
it in the requisite number of times.
(Plates of these Dollar denominations
comprised ten stamps each). A trans-
fer of the Seward portrait was taken, and
the process repeated on a supplementary
plate to complete the design in ptinting
in two colors. In the case of the $5, $10
and $20 designs, however, a transfer of
the $2 frame was taken as usual, but
the lower label, “TWO DOLLARS.”
was erased from the relief. In this form,
and without the lower tablet, the incom-
plete frame was transferred to three dif-
ferent plates. Again, these plates were
taken and separate transfers of the
value tablets, “FIVE DOLLARS,” etc,,
were in each instance rolled into their
allotted positions in the partly completed
plates. The printers then had plates for
each of the four Dollar denominations.

In transferring the value tablets in the
$5, $10 and $20 designs, the joining up
was not exact, and so this was overcome
to some extent by hand retouching, and
engraving, the scrolls at the upper left,
and upper right corners of the tablets.
As a result it has been found possible
to plate, or reconstruct, each of the posi-
tions in the plates of the $5, $10 and $20
stamps.

There are today, however, die proofs
of all three of these high values, but
these were made up at the Bureau of
Engraving & Printing some years ago,
and are found in the so-called “Roose-
velt” books of proofs, of 1904. The
Bureau preferred to have separate dies
for each stamp, but there were no origi-
nals, so they again used the old original
medallion, and the old $2 frame.

Oeorge B. Sloane ..




"Paper Chase,"” Outstanding
Book on Stamp Collecting
By George B. Sloane

HPDAPER CHASE,” The Amenities of

Stamp Collecting, by Alvin F. Har-
low, is the most interesting book I have
ever read on the subject, and I have read
most of them. Generally, when such
books are published, the author, if he is
well versed in philately, is frequently not
so well schooled as a writer, and where
the professional writer sits down to dash
off a tome on the hobby, he is more
often handicapped by a lack of real
knowledge of philately and the result is
sad. In “Paper Chase” we have the ideal
combination,—a man who can write and
at the same time who knows what stamp
collecting is all about.

Chapter after chapter oozes with infor-
mation and reads easily, as Alvin F. Har-
low traces philately from its earliest be-
ginnings and pieces in the background
through the years; the pioneering efforts
of John Walter Scott, and William P.
Brown, and many of the other old dealers,
J. W. Handshaw, S. Allan Taylor, Ferdi-
nand Trifet, R. R. Bogert, E. B. Sterling,
Charles Haviland Mekeel, the Burger
Brothers, -advancing across the stage in a
panorama. - Sketches are given on fam-
ous collectors, past and present, John K.
Tiffany, Hiram E. Deats, Arthur Hind,
the Fabulous Ferrary, Charles Lathrop
Pack, and Col. Edward H. R. Green, the
colossal spender, to mention some,

Nassau Street, with all its color and
character, rates a chapter to itself, with
its history, anecdotes and legends. Many
of these stories should long ago have been
set in type, but no one ever came inquir-
ing, or perhaps they didn’t know how to
root them out. This author did, and
spent long weeks in research gathering his
material. Those who have been around
awhile will relish the book, and will re-
call many incidents described and the
names of numerous friends who high-
lighted leading parts enacted in the
hobby’s development.

It has particular appeal to me because
I knew these people. John Walter Scott,

in his John Street store, who always |

amazed me when he examined stamps
with half a pair of pince-nez glasses, on
which one of the lenses had long since
been snapped off, and so he peered at the
stamp with one eye through. the remain-
ing lens. I used to wonder why he
didn’t buy himself a new pair, but I later
found that he had others, and this broken
pair was especially adapted in his opin-
ion, for stamp examinations. William
P. Brown,—“Old Man Brown” —slim
and bony, perpetually in need of a haircut,
hobbling along Nassau Street, with a
gimp in one leg, on the coldest days of
winter, never with an overcoat, clothes
baggy and dusty, a worn-out old fedora
hat, stopping for a moment to critically
examine papers on the upper crusts of the
refuse barrels. But to enjoy the book,
you do not have to have known these
folks, they were so full of human inter-
est with all their virtues, eccentricities
and frailties. There must be many who
will want to recapture some of this
pageant.

Scott and Brown were embarked in the
stamp business in the . sixties, and it only
goes to show how close stamp collecting,
which this year celebrates the 100th an-
niversary of the first adhesive postage
stamp, is to those who blazed the original
trails, when so many of us who are not
yet bent with the weight of age, can reach
over so easily and touch the past.
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“Bedtime Stories” on great finds, See-
beck’s maneuvers and operations. Frauds
and Forgerers, Highways and Byways,
Types of Collections being formed, and
trends today, are but a few of the topics
that will hold the reader fascinated with
the story.

Yes, if you really want to know some-
thing of what stamp collecting is, what
it has been, and what it may be in the
future, you’ll certainly want this book.
Your non-collecting friend will enjoy it,
too, and he'll have a great deal more re-
spect for the hobby, if in fact he can
successfully resist conversion to its lures
after reading the book.

The author is no stranger in our midst,
and among his previous works are “Old
Postbags,” dealing with the postal sys-
tems of the world; “Old Waybills,” on
the express companies; “Old Wires and
New Waves,” the history of the tele-
graph companies, all of which made much
use of material contributed by, and of
interest to, philatelists.

“Paper Chase” is splendidly illustrated
throughout “with an exceptionally fine
choice of pictures, and runs to over 300
pages. The book is published by Henry
Holt & Co., New York, and sells for $2.75.

[ ]

Harlow on Stamp Man Program
REVEALING many of the interesting

sidelights of philately and anecdotes
on the hobby, Alvin F. Harlow, whose
recent book, “Paper Chase” has been
widely acclaimed by the philatelic press,
will be interviewed by Walter Kaner on
“The Stamp Man” program, Thursday
evening, April 25th, at 10:45 P.M., over
WWRL, 1500 kilocycles.

In his entertaining and humorous style,
the author and philatelic historian, gazes
back through the years to the early days
of the hobby, and in his reminiscence re-
lates fascmatmg tales of stamp collect-
ing in its infancy and describes famous
collectors and fabulous stamps.

Appearing as guest on the program last
week (April 18th), was Dewayne Roller,
president of the Third Inter-Collegiate
Philatelic Exhibition held at Columbia
University, April 16th to 20th.

{ ]
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March 30, 19409tamps

S5c 1847 USED AT SCRANTONIA

office in Pennsylvania on Feb.

12, 1850, with John W. Moore
as Postmaster. The post office
changed its name to Scranton on
January 23, 1851.

Scranton, according to the Stamp-
less Cover Catalog, had a town mark-
ing, circle format, 34 millimeters in
red and also in black in its first year
of operation, as also in the next two
years.

The SCRANTONIA handstamp
(illustrated) is on the 5-cent 1847
cover in the S. W. Richey Collection;
and the interesting query develops:
“How did a 5c 1847 get used on this
cover?”’

Edward S. Knapp has the
SCRANTONIA handstamp, as used
June 7, 1850, on a Stampless Cover,
the rate being noted by the “5”
handstamp. Mannel Hahn noted the
use of this same handstamp in the
1849-50 period and the Stampless
Cover Catalog also records the fancy
Scrantonia handstamp.

The date on the cover indicates the
year of usage as 1850 and not 1851.
Obviously it could not have been used
in 1849. The postal employees were
told to disregard the 1847 stamps
after June 30, 1851, and as the use
of the 5¢ 1847 was legal in 1847 the
use of the stamp, on the Richey
cover, appears to be justified.

Mr. Ashbrook says the color of the
adhesive “is more distinctly 1850
rather than 1849.” Mr. Ashbrook
also points out that if the Scran-
tonia-to-Plainfield cover had been
sent forward unpaid, as the regula-
tions permitted, there would be a
rate marking of some sort on the
face; and according to same student-
writer there is no evidence there is
any marking of any sort under the
adhesive stamp. Obviously the ad-
hesive was put on the cover at the
time of ~mailing and Postmaster
Moore, new to adhesives, did not put
his pen strokes across the face to de-
face the stamp. As a matter of fact,
the possible second-time-use of a
postage stamp was something not
even being thought of, to any extent,
in 1850.

In The Stamp Specialist, Number
One, Stanley B. Ashbrook points out
there was available, in the 1924
Waterhouse Sale, a 5-cent 1847 on
cover as used on July 10, 1847. This
was listed as:

Lot No. 185, 5¢ brown (1847) on

SCRANTONIA became a post

By HARRY M. KONWISER

A Scrantonia Handstamp Cover.

entire cover, postmarked “New
York 10—July, 5 C” over the stamp
and letter dated 1847. Earliest dated
cancelled stamp known of the general
issues of U. S. A.

The Emerson cover, 10-cent 1847,
dated July 9, 1847, put that classic
in the Early Class. Clarence Brazer
reported a pair of 5-cent 1847 stamps
as used on July 14, 1847; and back in
March, 1914, the United Stamp
Herald illustrated a 5-cent 1847
cover, postmarked New York, July
15, 1847, then in the Iver Johnson
Collection. Chase recorded a 5c
1847 used at New York on July 9,
1847, in his Philatelic Gazette story,
while the late William Evans re-
ported he had a cover with the 5c
stamp, as used on July 8 or 9, per
memos on the letter.

It might not be amiss to record a
few facts relating to the 1847 stamps
of the United States.

J. Murray Bartels (T'he Philatelic
Gazette, Dec., 1910), wrote that “an
old record book nearly two inches
thick has been recently rebound in
heavy leather and with gilt letters
on a red background” and this book,
he said, presented a striking appear-
ance on one of the book shelves in
the ante-room to the office of the
Third Assistant Postmaster General,
at Washington. Arthur M. Travis
was then Acting Third Assistant.

Mr. Bartels notes this is the very
first record book of postage stamps
ever kept by the government and
contains an itemized statement of
every shipment of the 1847 5c¢ and
10c stamps ever sent out, giving the
date. quantity sent and whence they

went. The same writer, in the

|
|
{

Philatelic Gasette for June, 1930.
points out that the record is for the
July 1, 1847-June 80, 1853 period.
and that the pages have printed head-
ings, the last three being “10s, 5s,
Value.”

Robert A. Truax made a copy of
this record for the Postal Markings
booklet on United States Stamps.

It is interesting to nete that Car-
roll Chase, in his book on the 3¢
stamp of 1851-1857, says “‘while
writing up the 1847 issue I strongly
suspected that the list as given in this
book of early 1847 comsignments of
the 1847 stamps was either incorrect
or incomplete.”

The Philatelic Gossip, for July.
1913, printed a section of the report
of John Marron, then Third Assist-
ant Postmaster General, as follows:

“Pursuant to the 11th section of
the act, approved March 3, 1847,
authorizing the postmaster general
to prepare postage stamps for the
pre-payment of postage on letters, a
contract was made with Messrs. Raw-
don, Wright, Stuart and Edson, emi-
nent engravers, of New York, for
supplying the department with
stamps of the denominations of 10¢
and 5c¢ ready for use. Under this
contract a parcel was obtained
amounting to $50,000 and stamps to
the value of $28,330 have since been
issued to 95 postmasters for distri-
bution. Many important commercial
towns have not applied for them, and
in others they are only used in
trifling amounts.”

This report was rendered for the
then current fiscal year, and was ad-
dressed to Cave Johnson, Postmaster
General.



Mail” in connection with Stamp
be corrected to

and the record will

}Address correspondence to H. M. Konwiser,

e/o STAMPS, 2 West 46th Street, New York.

Information Wanted
Who has any details relating to the
Eastern Stage Coach Co.? This com-
pany operated (in 1825)—it is said—
from either Richmond, Mass., or Rich-
mond, N. Y.

* kX

Coraville, KT.

Two readers have recently sought in-
formation relating to the Straight Line
“coraviLLE KT$’ dated marking, reported
as known on a cover with a 3-cent 1857
and also known with a “pamp 3” hand-
stamp. It appears “someone” has sug-
gested the impossibility of the marking—
that “Coraville was never in Kansas Ter-
ritory, etc.”

This department is quite certain the
Straight Line CORAVILLE KT. markings
are regular and. quite .in accord with
the facts and to support the fact that
Coraville was a post office offers the evi-
dence of W. W. Howes, First Assistant
Postmaster General of the United States,
whose recent letter to this department
reads, in part, as follows:

“. . . Coraville, Kansas Territory . . .
| established on March 22, 1859, with
Mathias Snyder, Jr., as postmaster. Mr.
Snyder served until his successor, Rich-
ard Edes, was appointed on April 26,
1859. Mr. Edes served until the Cora-
ville office was discontinued June 25,
18592,

Obviously the Straight Line CORAVILLE
| KT. marking might be rated as not
likely to be common with or without
adhesive stamps, as used in the United
States Post Office Department in due
form.

* X X

Early Use 1861 3¢ Rose

Recently this department reported W. E,
Hanson’s copy of Scott No. 65, the 1861
3-cent rose, used at Philadelphia, August
21, 1861, “beating” the catalog date by two
days. The Hanson cover had the well
known Philadelphia octagon town mark,
and the adhesive stamp was cancelled with
diamond dots.

This story intrigued Harold Brooks,
well and favorably known to all who col-
lect stamps in these United States as the
Number One man of Marshall, Mich.,
and the owner of one of the finest collec-
tions of covers in the United States, same
being especially strong in Confederatia.
Mr. Brooks wrote as follows:

“I got back home two days ago . . .
after Florida vacation . . . found about
three bushels of mail to wade through.
For occasional rest periods I glanced
through the various stamp magazines and
happened on a paragraph at top of your
column, March 2nd issue, regarding a new
First Day on the 1861 3c rose (August
21). Knowing I had an early on this
stamp I fished through several boxes and
found the enclosed—August 20. Now let
some other of your avid readers come
forward with a 19.”
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The Brooks Cover, acquired in normal
Stamp Hunting activities, shows a 3-cent
rose, diamond dot cancelled, the cover
showing the Philadelphia octagon post-
mark, dated August 30, 1861. The en-
velope, addressed to Alton, Ill., was for-
warded to Staunton, acquiring the Alton,
August 26, Circle, 34 mm. as used in the
Stampless Cover period, and a 3c 1851.

S. B. Ashbrook in STAMPS, July 18,
1936, mentions use of the same stamp on
August 19 and 20, 1861.

Can you bheat this date?

— il
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g\ M| X Harry M. Konwiser
Address correspondence to H. M. Konwiser,
¢/o0 STAMPS, 2 West 46th Street, New York.

Memo for H. M. C.

Referring to the mention of “U. S.
Express Mail” in STAMPS, March 30,
page 446, Philip G. Straus, well-known
Baltimore collector, writes his pair of 12-
cent 1851 stamps, on cover, is struck
“U. S. EXPRESS MAIL APR 19” in
orange circle, one and three-sixteenth
inch diameter. The cover was mailed
from Medford, Mass., to Bangor, Me.

No doubt these two covers, as reported,
call for the listing of “U. S. Express
Mail” in connection with Stamp No. 36,
and the record will be corrected to
include this marking—now cataloged on
the Five Cents and the Ten of the
1851-56 stamps.
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Steam on Old Man River

James S. Hardy recently turned up
the handstamp STEAM (in red) as used
on a letter sent from New Orleans to
Natchez, Nov. 19, 1830. The folded letter
has the notation “Pr. St. Bt. Walk in
the Water. Capt. H. S. Buckner” and has
the proper “written rate” for the U. S.
postal fee.

Do YOU know of an earlier STEAM
handstamp as used on the Mississippi
River?

Attention of readers is directed to the
listing of Mississippi and other inland
water route markings, appearing in Postal
Markings, the monthly, at one time (for
a period of two years) edited by the
head of this department. The paper is
now edited by Mannel Hahn.




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Jan. 12, 1940,

HI‘. w. L. HOOdy, III’
% American Nat'l Ins. Co.,
Galveston, Texas,

My dear Mr, Moody:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th, enclosing the two
covers.

The one with the 24¢ 1869 is an interesting little study and
recalls to my mind, the time when I pondered over such items and
wished I could read the various postal markings such as the ones
on this cover, The Buropean fakers turn out some very clever
work and years ago I realized that the genuineness of a cover was
not alone to be determined by the manner in which the stamp or
stamps were apparently tied to the cover,

As a result I became greatly interested in the study of the
various markings and tried to find some collector in this country
or Burope who had made a similar study and with whom I could
collaborate. MNuch to my surprise, I could not find a single
student who could give me any worgh while assistance, I found
that if I got the answers I wanted, I would have to go ilnto the
sub ject from scratch and build up the entire subject from the
bottom,

I am telling you this because I think you will be interested
in knowing that thig study 1s a field which has been entirely
neglected, and no doubt the reason for this is because it 18 ex-
tremely complicated, and leading authorities of other branches of
phidatelic research have avolded it because they did not passess
the necessary reference data, To be able to read these markings
one must have 4 knowledge of the various postal treaties and in
addition, the Postal Regulations applied by the Padst 0ffice Departe
ment at Washington to the various sections of each treaty, I have
found that no information regarding these points can now be obtained
at Washington, Further, one must have a knowledge of the different
steamship companies which were given the task of transporting the
mails, It is highly important to be able to distinguish whether a
certain letter of a certain period was transported by a British ship,
by an American ship or by a French ship, because either of these ‘
three governed the type of handstamp which was applied to the letter.
As additions and changes were made in the various treaties from time
to time one must have a knowledge of these when considering a cover
of a ecertain period. I think perhaps the above will give you a
better conception of this subjeet and will explain in a measure the
great interest I have taken in it. I like to explore new fields
and make original discoveries, so if I am a trifle over-enthusiastic
on this subject, you will reniize no doubt the reason,

I do not wish to give you the impression I am an authority on this
subjeect, because I realize that what I have been able to learn is
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small in comparison to what I hope to learn, because as I stated
above, the study 1s extremely complicated,

Take your cover for example, On the face are five markings, each
of which have their own special significance, In other words, each
was placed on the envelope for some special purpose, end this
purpose in each case was not to decorate the cover, This latter
assertion sounds rather silly, but in the light of the usual methods
employed by leading students in the past, one might suppose that
their ignorance of the purposes of these markings would indicate
that they were decorative rather than informative, Former expert
- opinions seem to have been based on how the stamp was tied, the rate,
and other speculative features, rather than a knowledge of the mean-
ings of the markings which in all cases, were applied in strick ac-
cordance with the Regulations of the Post 0ffice Department,

. Here are sgome of the questions whiech can be applied to this cover,
Why two New York markings? Why 1s one in blaek the other in red?
Why the "Short Paild"? Where was this applfed? Why the large "16"%?
What is €he meaning of this? Where was 1t applied? In the New York
black postmark is an "18," rather blurred, but nevertheless an "18,"
Why the "18" and what does it mean? The red N,¥, has "Paid” and at
the bottom a "6," wWhy "Pald" and a "Short Paidz"

The reading in the French postmark has its own story to tell, and
it ie highly important, In fact it tells me how this letter traveled
from New York and how 1t got te France, All of these markings are
connected and each one confirms the use of the other, Years ago I
asked the above questions but I asked them in vain because I could
find no one who could answer them intelligently,

The use of thls cover is (from) New York on July 1, 1869, At
this time, the FrencheAmerican Treaty of 1857 was st111 1n offect.
Apter Jan, lst, 1870, it was not, having been abrogated as of that
date, hence the markings on the cover tell us the year of use was
1869 even though the "69" in both French postmarks, front and back,
were not legible. ,'

I surmise that the 247 stamp was originally used and eanceled as

we now gee it on this cover, The single rate to France was 15¢ per
4 ounce. This letter was over the ¢ ounce, hence a double rate re-
quiring 307 in postage. At first the postal clerk at New York sur-
mised 1t was a single rate and handstamped it in red "Paid" and the
"6.," This "6" meant that the letter was to go by an American ship
to England, and to be transported from England to France by a British
ship. The "6" being 6¢ which we placed to the credit of France for
the service of 3¢ for British carriage and 3¢ for the French domestiec.
Thus we have the meaning of this "6" in the red New York postmark,
It was later found this was not a single weight letter but a double
rate, hence the N,Y, foreign maill clerk handstamped over the red N,Y,
postmark the "Short Paid," and then applied the unpaid black marking
with the "18," Prepaid foreign mail were htndstaﬁgia“in red, whereas
unpaid mail was Eiigsfampea Ig black. Further, in cases whore rates
were short pald the entire amount which was paid was entirely disre-

ardd!f'”TE&F'Ehia 24¢ did not Eﬁ% any part of this postage to rrance,
EE rendered no postal service whatsoever, A tobacco tag pasted in
this corner would have served the same purpose, For thls reason I
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think it 1s quite immaterial whether this stamp was actually used
on this cover or not, I think 1t 1s quite immaterial what stamp
was used, It could just as well have been any 1869 (issuc) value,
and would have served the same purpose which was actually none.

In place of the red N,Y. postmark the black was applied with the
debit marking of "18," which meant to the Fpench office, "On this
Tetter you are to collect on delivery the sum of 30¢, of which 18¢
belongs to us," This "18" debit being our double charge of 3¢ U. S.

Domestic plus 6¢ American sea carriage to BFitish Port or 9¢ tinglo.v‘

or 18/ double, From the 30¢ France collected, she credited us p
leaVing 0 her, out of which she eredited G.B, 6¢, leaving France
‘with 6¢ or 2 X her domestic rate of 5¢ under the Trea%y. :

You see Fpanece had nothing to do with the transportation of this
letter except from Calais to Paris, she performed no sea carriage,
The red Fpench postmark was applied by the traveling French office
between Calais and Paris, the small "3" at right indicating the
mmber of the French postal crew which handled this letter, The post-
mark reads, "United States," (origin of letter), Serv, Au, Calais.
3," meaning "By American ship to G.B. and by British to Calais, Then,
the letter was rated by the French "16," This is the French due ‘
marking indicating "16 decimes" was due on delivery, A decime was a
tenth of a frane, hence in our money about 16 X ,019 or a trifle over
304, which as stated above, was the regular double rate.

It is entirely possible there might have been other stamps in the
upper right, but if so, the total was less than 350¢, The fact that
there were stamps on this cover when it was mailed ls evidenced by
the New York handstamp "Short Paid," If no stamps were on the cover
. this would not have been applied, Further evidence is the red New

York, which shows it was at {irst surmised that this was & fully paid
letter of %+ ounce, No doubt the clerk either thought the sTamp was

a 157 or else he thought the writer had over-paid the letter. No
doubt the latter is correct, and because ol ﬂn%s apparent over-pay he
welghed the letter and found it was over % ounce hence Short Paid.

I doubt if more can be sald about the above, I suppose it is merely
a matter of opinion as to what a "247 1869 on cover" is worth, I
contend, a cover which shows that a stamp or stamps actually paid theé
rate required is quite a different item from a cover which has a stamp
or stamps which did not pay the rate, While such points are now dis-

regarded to a great extent I believe that future collectors will
draw quite a fine line on this feature,

Regarding the 10¢ 1847 cover., The stamp is perfectly 0.K. in every
respect and the margins are all that anyone could desire, The value
of this item is wholly in the stamp itself and the fact 1t is on this
cover does not add a dime to its intrinsie value., The cover is
meaningless except to possibly show the use was in Oct, 1848, a point
in this case of no material value, The part of the letter shewing
origin of the letter has been destroyed, If I owned this cover I
would remove the stamp and carefully clean 1t, Mounted as a single
it would be very beautiful on a clean white page, I would then destroy
the dirty cover., As to value, the item is worth the price of a fine
single 10¢ 1847, with nothing added because of the small part of the
red pald which falls on the stamp,. prin
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May I apologize for the length of this letter? I am quite

enthusiastic about forelgn rate covers and t he meanings of the

markings, hence to explain one, it is necessary to be other than
brief.

I trust that the little story I have detaliled to you, will
prove interesting.

May I express my appreciation for the check enclosed.

Sincereiy yours,



434 South CGrand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

J&n. 12’ 1940.

Mr, We L, MOOdy. III’
% American Nat'l Ins, Co.,
Galveston, Texas,

My dear Mr. Moody:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th, enclosing the two
covers,

The one with the 24¢ 1869 is an interesting little study and
recalls to my mind, the time when I pondered over such items and
wished I could read the various postal markings such as the ones
on this cover, The European fakers turn out some very clever
work and years ago I realized that the genuineness of a cover was
not alone to be determined by the manner in which the stamp or
stamps were apparently tled te the cover,

As a result I became greatly interested in the study of the
various markings and tried to find some collector in this country
or Europe who had made a similar study and with whom I could
collaborate., NMuch to my surprise, I could not find a single
student who could give me any worgh while assistance, I found
that if I got the answers I wanted, I would have to go into the
subject from serateh and build up the entire subject from the
bottom,

I am telling you this because I think you will be interested
in knowing that this study is a field which has been entirely
neglected, and no doubt the reason for this is because it is ex-
tremely complicated, and leading authorities of other branches of
philatelic research have avoided it because they did not passess
the necessary reference data. To be able to read these markings
one must have a knowledge of the various postal treaties and in
addition, the Postal Regulations applied by the Past Office Depart-
ment at Washington to the various sections of each treaty, I have
found that no information regarding these points can now be obtalned
at Washington, Further, one must have a knowledge of the different
steamship companies which were given the task of transporti the
mails, It is highly important to be able to distinguish whether a
certain letter of a certain period was transported by a British ship,
by an American ship or by a French ship, because either of these
three governed the type of handstamp which was applied to the letter.
As additions and changes were made in the various treaties from time
to time one must have a knowledge of these when considering a cover
of a eertain periods I think perhaps the above will give you a
better conception of this subject and will explain in a measure the
great interest I have taken in 1t, I like to explore new fields
and make original discoveries, so if I am a trifle over-enthusiastic
on this subjeet, you will reaiize no doubt the reason,

I do not wish to gilve you the impression I am an authority on this
subject, because I realize that what I have been able to learn 1is
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small in comparison to what I hope to learn, because as I stated
above, the study is extremely complicated,

Take your cover for example, On the face are five markings, each -

of which have their own special significance, In other words, each g
was placed on the envelope for some special purpose, and this

purposé in each case was not to decorate the cover, This latter

‘assertion sounds rather silly, but in the light of the usual methods
employed by leading students in the past, one might suppose that

thelr ignorance of the purposes of these markings would indicate

that they were decorative rather than informative, Former expert
~opinions seem to have been based on how the stamp was tied, the rate,

“and other speculative features, rather than a knowledge of the mean-

ings of the markings whieh in all cases, were applied in strick ace

cordance with the Regulations of the Post 0ffice Department, ;

Here are some of the questions whiech can be applied to this cover,
Why two New York markings? Why is one in black the other in red?
the "Short Paid"? Where was this applTed? Why the large "16"%
What is the meaning of this? Where was it applied? In the New York
black postmark is an "18," rather blurred, but nevertheless an "18,"
Why the "18" and what does it mean? The red N.Y, has "Paid" and at
the bottom a "6.," Why "Paid" and a "Short Paids"

The reading in the French postmark has its own story to tell, and
it is highly important, In fact it tells me how this letter traveled
from New York and how it got to France, All of these markings are
connected and each one confirms the use of the other, Years ago I
asked the above questions but I asked them in wvain because I could
find no one who could answer them intelligently,.

The use of this cover is (from) New York on July 1, 1869, At
this time, the French-American Treaty of 1857 was still in effect,
After Jan. lst, 1870, it was not, having been abrogated as of that
date, hence the markings on the cover tell us the year of use was
1869 even though the "69" in both Freneh postmarks, front and back,
were not legible.

I surmlse that the 24¢ stamp was originally used and canceled as
we now see it on this cover, The single rate to France was 15¢ per
2 ounce, This letter was over the 3 ounce, hence a double rate re-
quiring 30¢ in postage. At first the postal clerk at llew Lork sure
mised it was a single rate and handstamped it in red "Paid" and the
"6," This "6" meant that the letter was to go by an American ship
.to England, and to be transported from England to France by a British
ship. The "6" being 6¢ which we placed to the credit of France for
the service of 3¢ for British carriage and 3¢ for the French domestie,
Thus we have the meaning of this "6" in the red New York postmark,
It was later found this was not a single weight letter but a double
rate, hence the N.,Y, foreign mail clerk handstamped over the red N.,Y,.
postmark the "Short Paid," and then applied the unpaid black marking
with the "18," Prepaid foreign mail were handstamped in red, whereas
unpaid mail was Eiﬁgifampaa in black. Further, in cases Where rates
Were short paid the entire amoun®t which was paid was entirely gésre-
: arded. 18 this 24¢ did not any part of this postage to France,
» §E Tendered no postal service w§§¥soevar. A tobacco tag pasted in
this corner would have served the same purpose., For this reason I
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think it is guite immaterial whether this stamp was actually used
on this cover or noty I think it 1s quite immaterial what stamp
was used, It could just as well have been any 1869 (issuec) value,
and would have served the same purpose which was actually none.

In place of the red N.,Y. postmark the black was applied with the
debit marking of "18," which meant to the French office., "On this
Tetter you are to collect on delivery the sum of 30¢, of which 18¢
belongs to us," This "18" debit being our double charge of 3¢ U. S,
Domestle plus 6¢ American seéa carriage to British Port or 9¢ sinslo,
or 187 double, From the 30¢ France collected, she credited us ’
leavin © her, out of which she eredited G.B, 6¢, leaving France
with 6¢ or 2 X her domestic rate of 3¢ under the Trea%y.

You see Fpance had nothing to do with the transportation of this
letter except from Calais to Paris, she performed no sea carriage,
The red Fpench postmark was applied by the traveling French office
between Calais and Paris, the small "3" at right indicating the
humber of the French pos%al erew which handled this letter, The poste
mark reads, "United States," (origin of letter), Serv, Am, Calais. ‘
3," meaning "By American ship to C.B. and by British to Calais, Then
the letter was rated by the French "16." This is the French due
marking indicating "16 decimes" was due on deliverys A decime was a
tenth of a frane, hence in our money about 16 X ,019 or a trifle over
30¢, which as stated above, was the regular double rate,

It is entirely possible there might have been other stamps in the
upper right, but if so, the total was less than 30¢, The fact that
there were stamps on this cover when it was mailed is evidenced by
the Wew York handstamp "Short Paid," If no stamps were on the cover
this would not have been applied., Further evidence is the red New
York, which shows it was at first surmised that this was a fully paid
letter of + ounce. No doubt the clerk either thought the stamp was
a 15¢ or else he thought the writer had over-paid the letter. No
doubt the latter is correct, and because of EﬁIs apparent over-pay he
weighed the letter and found it was over 4 ounce hence Short Paid.

I doubt if more can be sald about the above, I suppose it is merely
a matter of opinion as to what a "247 1869 on cover" is worth, I
contend, a cover which shows that a stamp or stamps actually paid thé
rate required is gquite a different item from a cover which has a stamp
or stamps which did not pay the rate, While such points are now dise

regarded to a great extent I believe that future collectors will
draw quite & fine line on this feature,

Regarding the 10¢ 1847 covers, The stamp is perfectly O0.K. in every
respect and the margins are all that anyone could desire., The value
of this item is wholly in the stamp itself and the fact it is on this
cover does not add a dime to its intrinsic value, The cover 1is
meaningless except to possibly show the use was in Oct, 1848, a point
in this case of no material value, The part of the letter shewing
origin of the letter has been destroyed, If I owned this cover 1
would remove the stamp and carefully clean it, MNounted as a single
it would be very beautiful on a clean white page., I would then destroy
the dirty cover, As to value, the item is worth the price of a fine
single 10¢ 1847, with nothing added because of the small part of the
red pald which falls on the stamp,
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Nay I apologize for the length of this letter? I am quite
enthusiastiec about foreign rate covers and the meanings of the
markings, hence to explain one, it is necessary to be other than
brief,

I trust that the little story I have detailed to you, will
prove interesting.

May I express my appreciation for the check enclosed.

Sincerely yours,



454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Ky.

April 4, 1942,

Mr, Philip H, Ward, Jro'
1616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Phil:

Herewith the two'24¢ coverses Please do not consider what I have
to report about them as an "expert opinion" but rather as a
~ dlscussion of the evidence that each presents,

First, the "Short Paid." The markings show that originally there
was a stamp or stamps on the cover, and that the postal clerk
assumed that the correct postage was paid, hence the red New York
postmark, Latér, it was found thet the letter weighed over 1/4
ounce, hence required a double rate of 30¢, Whatever amount had
been paid by stamps was entirely disregarded and the letter was
rated as entirely unpaid, hence the black New York, If you will Y
put thie cover under a fine Hanovia Lamp, not some toy, I think
you will be surprised at what is very plainly shown, You will
find that originally there was a stamp in the upper right corner
and you can even see quite plainly the type of cancelation that was
uesed,

Second, the Hanovia shows the great difference between the black
cancel on the 24¢ and the black "tie" on the envelope., Hold this
cover to a strong light and you can see the removed cancelation in
upper rights I don't think the use was even in 1869, There were
probably two stamps in thet upper right corner, for example a 5¢ 1561
and a 12¢ 1861 and the use might have been in £ho early sixties as
that New York red p.me looks too new for & use in the late sixties.

The red pe.me meant that the sum paid was sufficient (or more ?) to

pay the 15¢ rate, hence 6¢ was credited to France (note "6" in the
red NeYe Pells)e This left 8¢ for the UsS. P,0sDe Later it was

found the letter was over 1/4 ounce, so the letter was marked "Short
Paid" \at New Ylork) and the Fprench P,0. was instructed (by the way
bill) to collect 16 decimes (approximately 30¢) and hence ocut of the
30¢ to be collected, we debibed France with 18¢ (18 in black N,Y, pems)
Figure it out yourself - on a single prepald rate we kept 9¢ and of the
15¢, hence on an unpaid Bouble, we were entitled to 18¢. ;

Here is another little point, The stamps on this cover were originally
tied by the "Short Pald" marking, hence the right end of this marking
is a "paint job," Note the difference in the color of the ink at right
and left, However, this is really minor, because this "Short Paid"
handstamp was longer than this faked strike, the genuine about 36% mm,
whereas this one is only 53 mm, Note the palnting of "Paid" in the

red New York, and remember that painted letters never look like those
which are strucks Well, there are some more points but I guess these
are enoughs

Regarding the other cover, Here is the principal point to me as shown
by the merkings, the use had to be 1868 or later, If 1868, the 24¢
stamp couldn't haVe Geen used sO let us consider 1869,
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| Note the date "Mar 31." Do you believe this 24¢ could have been

, used so0 early? Mar 31 1869 1s the earliest use known of any 1869
stamps, Two 3¢ are known used on this date and I have a record of
a 2/ I suspect was this date in 1869 rather tham 1870, So you see if
the use may have been 1869 but I wonder if this small town had a
supply of the 24¢ value 89 early., At this time, the rate to England
was 127 per 1/2 ounce. This is a rather small envelope for an en-
closure of over 1/2 an ounece, still such a thing is possible,

Consider Mar 31 1870 At this time, the rate was only 64, so surely
this was not a four times rate, I think such a possiblility is out, se
therefore if one prefers to think this use is gemuine, they will have
to accept the use as March 31, 1869, The town is "Rlue Island, Ill.,"
which 1s in the southern part of Cook Co., not a great distance south
of Chicago. It looks 1like "Blue Island" used blue. The Hanovia don't
show very mmch, perhaps a little difference in the bilue ink of the Dellle
and the smudge beneath the stamp, It does show whiter paper between
the perfes, indicating a substitutions How about the grill? Ts ths -
not rather faint for a "First Day " use?

A
I surely would like to see Nr. Gibson's 24/ 69 cover, in fact any 24¢

or 30¢ 1869 covers, These scem to be the favorite i1tems which were
faked in the past, ; .

Re « the cover from Panama, It isn't as fine as the Mason cover, hence
I doubt if it would be fine enough for either you or Edgar Jessup, He
would like to own the Mason cover as a companion piece to his 4¢ rate
from San Franclseco, and though Larry sent it to him, I guess E B, didn'g
care about reaching to Larry's price.(Confidentially $600.).

1Yes, Jessup 18 In the East and wrote me this week he intended to stop
 off and see Bill, so I guess you will be seeing him before long,

I was surprised to hear that Mary was not with Bill any more, I surely
would love to join E, B, in a vizit to both Bill and yourself,

y the way, Phil, I noted the fine photo in Gossip of your 57 1847 bloeck.
am wondering if you will let me have a copys I am working on the 5¢

n my spare time and have made a little headwey = very, very little,
joining up a few positions. The plating is an impossible proposition,

t at least there is no harm in trying,

Beat regards,

Yours ete,, .















434 Scuth Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Jan, 19, 1940,

Dr. W. L. Babeeek,
P.0., Box 1008,
st. Petersburg, Fla,

My dear Doctor:

vour letter of the 16th received, I have been glving some
further thought to the question of the double charge for S.¥, letters
in the early period and no doubt the solution is not as diffiecult as
4% would appear, Suppose we consider the period prior to, say 1862
or 1883, and take into consideration only the meil te England, I
have an idea that the S.M¢ charge was & fee and was payable in cash
and not in stamps. This would account for single rate letters to
England of 24¢ bearing the S.M. merking. I think the principal argu-
ment for such & theory is that inasmuch as our treaty with England had
no clause regarding S.,Ms and inasmuch as the double rate was purely
a U, S, charge and of no concern to GeBs, the extra charge had to be
paid in cash, so that it would not complicate the exchange records of
the U, S., and British offices,

I think I can eite a similar example in the way our early Registra-
tion system was conducted,

The Aet of Mareh 3, 1855, authorized the registration of valueble
lettors with a charge of B¢ per registered lettor. This was referred
to as a "fee", not as postage., In the late Fifties, and after the
Reglstration Act went into effect (July 1, 1855) a person wishing to
register & letter, went %o the P.0, and paid in cash five cents per
letter, You are well aware that we do not find any covers with uses in
1855, 1856, 1857 ete., showing the Registration fee pald by stamps, It
simply was not done = was not permitted. Separate accounts were kept
of the "receipts from registered mail," yet how could theme accounts
have been kept correctly if the fees were not paid in cash? For example =
a person in 1856, taking a letter to a post office with a 3¢ stamp and &
5¢ stemp. If the elerk registered this lettor, where was he going to
get the 57 to put in his "eash receipta” from Registered mall, If a 5¢
stamp had been placed on the letter, the e¢lerk would have refused to re-
cognize it, Without direct referonce to the actual figures, I think the
receipts for 1856 for reglstered mail were about $30,000, This indicates
;. approximately 600,000 registered letters for 1856, yet we do not see

any covers whore the ggg was permitted to be peid by staemps, In those
* early days the Department discouraged the use of any markings on a
letter to indicate it was a registored or valuable letter, This is a
matter of record, henee 3¢ plus b¢ postage would have readily identified
such letters.

T have little doubt that the statement of Iir, North on page 2 of
'p. your booklet, that the cherge of double postage on S,M. was authorized
% July 7, 18535 is absolutely correct, but I feol convinced that the ex=-
tra charge was in fact a fee whieh could only be paid in cashs

It should not be called a double rate of postage, and the reason no
doubt that this was done was to indicate the amount of the fee to be
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charged, I will explain, Congress only has the right to fix rates
of postage, therefore the P.M.G. could not order a rate of 48¢ '

in postage on a single rate (24¢) letter to England in 18563 or any
oth i

er period, but he could do this, he could order the collection of
a fee for specisl services rendered in connection with speeial handling
of mail matter, ; : :

Therefore in the year 1858 for example, & supplementary letter to
England was rated - postage 24¢, 8,M, fee 24¢, whereas to France (on a
3 oumce) the postage 15¢, S.M. feo 15¢., I therefore think that Mr,
North's statement of "double the regular rates", really meant, "In addi-
tion to the regular postage & fee in cash of like amount vag-tharged,

I note in the report of the P,M.G. for 156, "the gross revenue from -
all sourees" 1is given, (year ending June 50, 1856) Here are some of
the items:. ,

$§l, 754.766 o

Letter postage : '
Regilstered letters : 81,466, .
EIsceIIaneduSJreEeigga , 5,513,

I have an idea the fees derived from "Supplementery Mail"™ were not
great and that they were ineluded in the "Miscellaneous." Perhaps you
could get this detailled information thru Mr. North,

You are welcome to the copies of the correspondence between Mr., Levy
end myself which I sent you last week, : ;

I would greatly appreciate any comuents you care to make on the
above comments, ; .

With kindest regards,

Cordially yours,



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

,leo‘ 13’ 1940,

Dr, W, L. Babeock,
PQO.BOX 1008, £
-8t. Petersburg, Fla,

My dear Doctor:

I noted your remarks in Meke#lis and wish to thank“you fori
mention 4f the "NA 1" and "NA 2" markings on nail to Cuba,

am in receipt of your letter of the 1llth and ndte'your '
remarks re - the "Supplementary Mail Markings."

I have intended to check carefully the whole of the Anglo-
American Treaty and subsequent added articles but so far have
not had the opportunity to do seo. I have read the treaty in
the past many times but I do not reecall any mentlon for a double:
rate of postage on a supplementary mail letter, It is indeed
guite an interecsting point end one which I intend to investigate
thoroughly. The thought is suggested that possibly come covers
bearing a double rate to G.B. were in fact single rates But
- pald double because of & 'S,M, I do not think such a supposition
is at all logieal, and I will explain why. I have never noticed
a double or higher rated letter where the credits or debits were
not 1in accordance with the rates paid or collec .

Second - Suppose for example & single rate letter (24¢) was
prepald 287 becsuse it was a S.M, letter, Now if this letter
was carried to Englend in a British ship our credit would have
. been 38¢, we retaining 107 or 2 X B¢ ~ our domestic. As & single
rate our credit to G.B. would have been 19¢, so why should we
have given CG,B. 38¢ instead of 19¢ just because this was a S,M.
at New York? Why pay G.B, 19¢ for s service we performed? You
see there 1s no logic in such a theory. : ;

If you would read very carefully the terms of the treaty you
would be lmpressed with the fact that each piece of mail stood on
its own feet and was rated very carefully. Seldom have I seen
covers showing errors in the Exchangé deblts or creditss I am
sure I have never seen a rate doubly pald where the credit was not
in accord with the double rate.

Re = the possibility that an extra rate was charged for Sg M.
letters and that this charge was not paild by stamps but paid by
cash, I have considered thls but can find no record of any such
receipts in any of the annval reports of the P,M.G., though it is
possible they may ve buried in some miscellaneous recelpts.

‘ of a letter : :

I am enclosing you a copy/l received this week from a collecter
in France, and also copy of my reply, both of which are self-
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explanatory.
I trust you may have a very enjoyable winter vacation,

Cordially yours,



P. 0. Box 1008
St. Petersburg, Florida
January 11, 1940

Mr. Stenley B. Ashbrooke
434 South Greand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kenbucky

My dear Ashbrook:

Owing to my trip South, I have delayed @& reply
to vour lettsr of the 20th ult.

Your notss are of considsrable interest, part-
fcularly on foreign mail, &nd I have made rscord of
them for eny further study of the S.M.'s.

You are probably right in thinking that the orig-
inal avthorization epplied to Great Britain only.

The suthorizetion for double rate must have been
prior to 1853. The Post Office Dept. state that they
have records of such authorization for New York.

% :

I understsnd thejamount collected was wholly &
1ocal eredit. The British may have checked in thelr
ratss by weight instead of actual postags paeid. This
was necessary on account of the many postpaid items.
The fake cancel described was probably of Prench or
Swiss origin rather than Chicago.

After the St. Petersburg Exhibit I would like to
send you my volums of S.M. for study.

Hoping you are well, and with Dest wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Jlonkerett

ol



CO0OPY

Dear Sir:

1 take the liberty to write:you for the follow1ng 1nqu1ries.
I get in my U, S. collection two covers who are "irrggular" for me.
i 1st cover from San Francisco to Riberac, France (little town near
Bordeaux) - 5 cents 1857 brown Type II #48 A and 10 cents 1857 Type V =
tied by the postmark "San Francisco Apr, 1 =- 1861 - (the same post-
merk type than page 301, in your 1 cent book Vol II, but letters less
larger) In hands: via Panama and the ue.S. N.Y, exchange office post=-
mark in red, with rate 12 - date April 24 French postmark in red
PD and the two circled Ebots Unis Serv Brit Calais - in red 7 Mar 1861
and habitual transit marks - Paris - Bordeaux, ete, No figure in hand

Question: 1in 1861, the rate from California - to New yYork was 10
cents - and the rate from N.Y, to France 15 ¢, These cover bear only
15 cents from San Francisco and the N.,Y. and French markings are in
red who means: Port Paid - [ believe 10 cents were missing?

2nd letter from New rork to Nantes - 1 cent 1857 Type V - block
of four and one alone - and a 10¢ 1887 Type 1L, Black gridirons -
the of lec and the 10c stamps tied together by thne "Supplementary
Mail" T Type I in red - New rork foreign postmark in black with the
figure "3" and dated: Mar 2 (1859) Figure 8 in hand, in black -
French two eircled in black Et Unis Serv Bri A,C, 15 Mar 59 - letter
B - and transit postmark

Questions: Why black N,Y, and French postmarks who means "unpaid"?
The 1l5¢ stamps were regular - How was paid the "Supplementary Mail"?
By whom and of which manner?

With my best thanks,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Marcel Levy
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jen. 13, 1940.

Mr. Marcel E. Levy,
12 Rue Franklin,
8t Germain - en - Laye,
France.

Dear Nr, Lavy!

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Dec. 10th
which was recéived by me on the 12th of this month, There seems
to be soume delay in the mall on account of the war,

Regarding your questions, The cover to France from San
Prancisco with 15¢ rate in 1861 is perfectly regular, The Frenche
American Postal Treaty went into effect on April 1, 1857 and the
terms of the treaty provided a single rate of 15 eents per one
quarter ounce on letters to or from France, from or to a: art
of the United States, Thus the rate of 15¢ applied to San Sranoisco
a8 well as New Yorks I refer you to Volume 2 of my recent boolk,
page 348, figure 56 GG, left hand colum, "Sec. 126 ~ United
States and Franece."” This is a reproduction of a page from the
1857 edition (July 1, 1857) of the "Postal Laws and Regulations"
of the U, S, Post 0ffice Dept,

Regarding your sscond cover, Thils is rather suspicious, and
to pass on it intelligently I would have to either see it or a
photograph of it, The cover without the stamps would be perfectly
regular, so it appears to mé that somé faker has added the stanps
to this cover and used framdulent gridirons and a fraudulent
supplementary mall handstanmp,

When only portions of a full rate were paid by stamps, such pay=
ments were entirely disregarded, In other words, on a single rate
letter, the rate was 15¢. If this letter had a 10 stamp and four
1 stamps this total sum of 14¢ paid in stamps was entirely disre~
garded and the letter was rated as entirely unpaid, Or for example,
on e double rate, if 15¢ was pald by stamps, or a greater or lesser
amount, the full postagze paid by stanps was entirely disregarded and
the letter was rated as wholly unpaild,

Now consider your cover, The markings show it wes rated from
New York as entirely unpald, It was carrled to France by British
gships and the "8" means that 8 decimes or a trifle over 15 cents was
collected as postage due at Nantes, Of this sum the U, 8, Post
Office was entitled to 3¢, and the "3" in black in the New York
postmark indicates the U, S. debit charge To tThe French Post O0ffice,
S0 you see this letter when it left this country probably did not
have any U, S, stamps on it, By the U, S. and France rated it as
a single letter, henee if it had had the 10¢ and five 1l¢ stamps on
it it would have been rated as "PD" or Paid to Destination,

No charge that I know of was made for "Supplementary Mail" letters.



#2
Mr., Mareel E, Lﬂvy - Jan, 15, 1940.

We had no law authorizing the Postmaster General to make an extra
charge for such mail, and there are no provisions in the British

or French Treaties which mention any extra charge for such mail,

In addition, in none of the editions of #The U, S. Postal Laws and
Regulations™ i1s any mention made of an extra fee, charge or postage,
to be made for "Supplementary Mail," I am quite sure I have never
seen a cover which shows any fee was pald for the service.

Hence on your cover the "Supplementary Mail" marking had ne
relation to the rate of postage.

As stated above I would like to see your cover or a photograph
of same.

Trusting the above will be of interest to you and thanking you
for your kind letter, I am

Cordially yours,




I2 rue Franklin,
St.Germain-en-Laye, France,

March IS th,I940.

Mr.,Stanley B.Ashbrook,
454 South Grand Ave,
Fort Themas,Ky.

Dear Mr,Ashbrook,

Many thanks for your letter of the I3 th.of
January,l have received the last week only.

The first cover,block of I cent I857 with
supplementary mail,was a fake.With the quartz lamp I have
found the four black cancellations of the different stamps
were all differents,And the supplementary mail cancellation
was also a forgerie.

Thése cover was an item from a large lot
of forgeries wich are in hands of several dealers,The last
year, the postal archives of an old firm were bought "en bloc"
by a dealer,They wére 400 covers env,from U,S,A,and perhaps
thousand stampless covers,The covers bore very few 1647
stamps, some single) 5 c¢.I35I and strips of three,and very
mufch of 1857.The fine pieces were sold directly to London,
except some I have,but a large quantitie of stampless covers
was bought by a merchant,very known like faker of covers of
South-Amerdcan countries.These forger know nothing about the
U.S.Foreign rates;he has only in hands a specialized Scott's,
and he know several stapps are dearer in used Dlock or on
covers different I cent in block,30 & 90 cents I857,etec.

All the letters came from:New-York,
New-Orleans,some from Charleston and Savannah, Date: Ib45 to
I860.The cestination wasg:llessieurs Garnier fréres,2 Nantes,
The fakes I have seen have always the stamps cancelled by a
black griridon,and many 2re stampless covers with tlack
exchange cachet.The stamps added are I cent,and 3 cents;some
blocks of-I c.type V and 3 cents type Il.I have seen a cover
with a magnifique I cent type I imperforated{with another and
a 3 cents),very large margins,...but with the dot in the oval
frame; probably the color trial of I875 @n cpaque paper,

. Since some days another lot of covers 1is
offer,Date I867-1868, from San-Francisco and New-York to Messrs,
La Chambre et Cie., » Lima, (BPeiu),via Panama,I do not collect
the 1861 lssue,and I know nothing about the foreign rates of
these years,The zreat majorily of the covers I have seen bore



34 cents In different stamps,with a large 24 in red,and red
cancellation of New-York or San Francisco with "paid",The
single rate seems to be 34 cents ¢

But from the same mail,I have also seen some covers who
are doubtfull.Ex:rate of 94 cents,by a magnifique 90 cents
with two black Jack.c#icelled by the flower griridon in
magenta redThe usual red San-Francisco and also -the red 24,—
@nother,dollar I,06 by a strip of four of 24 cents and a I0 ec.
The usual 24 zzmxin red cancelled a stamp,but the figure 72
in red ink is added on the cover,Another covers bore 62 cents
om A4 cents,with two 30 cents,etc,etc.All from end of 1867
to august 1868,For these ldt,the same methode than for the fiis
seems to be employed:adding stamps who are much dearer used
on covers than unusued,I do not understand whgy the heavy rates
are not exact multiples of 34 cents. (3} wet fejnie).

Wou

Here, the U,S®stamps aFéTﬁat popular, (Nmerica in general
also),and the varieties are unkown.To day the buyers are more
numerous,like in London;the U,S,stamps are gold investment !
But the knowing is always very small, And they are very
bbligeant gentlemen in Paris,in Brussels,in Rome,etc,who
"ameliore" the items,particulary the covers,(and the surcharges
The U,S,stamps beeing popular now, these fakers have a new
line of employment.Since a year I have seen numerous forgeries,
and I am not an expert.

Cordially fours,

Sl

//yariéi'Levy.
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PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. S53RD AND S4TH STS.
NEw YORK. N. Y.

September 13, 1939

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq. "
434 S, Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr, Aghbrook:

I want to thank you for your confidential letter which I have read with a great deal
of interest and shall answer in due course.

What I em saying here is in strictest confidence to inform you of some of the things
that have been going on about one W, H, Colson. It doesn't seem to me that he is
stending up very well under an open criticism of his 60 years as an "expert"., I

think he will not take the chance of going to court ageinst the wey he has been shown
up. In fect, he has made en admission to one of his friends that he cannot oppose the
opinion of the Laboratories. He is adopting an entirely different procedure in order
to fight me.,

The enclosed correspondence will give you some idee of what is teking place. Please
return it. I have no doubt in my mind that Mr. Menjou is the innocent victim of
Colson's vendalism. Of course, I have no means of proving this, but I have direct
evidence that Colson paid Menjou & visit with the deliberate purpose of creating
dissension and to undermine my character.

In the first place, I know that when Mejou bought the stemp in question it was in
perfect condition, It is a most beautiful specimen and I have photogrephic and other
records to prove it. He hes owned the stamp for about three years and had it in his
possession for about two weeks before he decided to purchase it. He has made an
erroneous statement when he said I was present when he purchased it, The entire trans-
action was concluded by mail and it was sometime later when I was visiting the West
Coest that Ilooked at it in his collection and admired it. At eny rete there was no
question of the condition of the stamp until Colson had visited Menjou 2 few weeks ago.

I heve had 2 great deel of setisfaction in learning that Colson has a2lso visited other
of my customers with the same idee and that he had been shown the door, since he made
the purpose of his visit much too obvious. I have also heard directly that he has been
spreading rumors at the Collector's Club, seying thet he had czused Menjou to return a
large quentity of counterfeits, dameged and repaired stamps thet I had sold him. Ward
told me that it totaled some $15,000 and last Saturday I had a direect report that it
had reached $40,000. I expect that it is repidly epproaching the $400,000 mark and
perhaps may go even higher. The fact is that the total purchases of Menjou from the

Y. Souren Co.,, are $5153,60, of which #1395.00 was refunded. I returned Menjou's money
not because I felt he was right, but because I feel so certain that he has been innocent-
ly misled and victimized.

When I first had the opportunity of inspecting Menjou's collection I could see that it
wes being formed without basic knowledze and that he depended on the seller far more
than on his own judgment, Mr. Menjou would be the first to admit that his knowledge
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of reletive condition and the care that must be taken to form a creditable collection
was due to my assistance. I recall his collection containing such things as & 1¢ 1857
Type 5 with perforations trimmed being in his collection as an imperforate Type 3.

He hed the verious papers of the Depertment stamps mixed up. Many of his stamps were
subjects for replecements and in the past couple of years, under my guidance he has been
improving his collection a great deal.

Ag you cen see from the letter, I returned Menjou the money without even looking at

the stamp, and even at this date he has not seen fit to give me the opportunity of doing
so. I em not as much concerned with the money as that such a beautiful stamp may have
become demaged, either inadvertently, by Mr. Menjou or deliberately, by someone élse as
an act of vendalism in the hope thet it would reflect adversely upon me,

I have slways exercised cere to sell only things that would be a credit to the Y. SourenCo.,
as well as to the collection of the buyer. Of course, I have sold repaired and inferior
stemps, but only to informed buyers to whom such things were pointed out and who were

well awere of what they were buying. I em not en "expert" and have never represented
myself as being one. During my career I have made mistakes, but who hasn't? I might

say that whenever any of my mistakes have been brought to my attention it has resulted

in a closer connection and more friendly relations between the collector and myself,

There is no doubt that Colson will gain some temporary adventage through his tactics,
He has alweys been 2ble to impress some people, and there are always some individuals
who are more ready to listen to malicious gossip then truth. You will undoubtedly
have some of this gossip passed on to you. I know you are a good listener, but, please
don't disclose that I heve told you eanything of what has been going on. (In fact, I
would rather you made some slight encouragement to the gossip, a2lthough I know that is
not your nature,) At any rate, I rather welcome Colson's tactics for I feel he is
digging his own trep and when it is sprung, those who have listened to him and who have
carried his tales will find difficulty in maintaining their self respect.

I have experienced one incident with 2 well-known merchant, not entirely dissimilar
from this and it beceme the subject of 2 tremendous amount of gossip, which, naturally
has been megnified and distorted beyond a&ll comprehension. My attitude is that I need
offer no defence for the truth.

I had received a2 certain amount of advence warning that Colson was "out to zet me',
This incident with Menjou was hardly surprising in view of his threats, but my chief
concern is that I feel he has stooped to the most outrageous piece of vandalism,
meking & prominent collector his innocent victim, and all because he is chagrined at
having been shown up in one of his attempted "deals", Of course, I feel strongly in
the matter, not because the attack is directed against me but because of the herm that
might be wrought against Philately.

The contents of this letter are evidence of the necessity for strictest confidence,

I feel that your friendly and dependable attitude entitle me to disclose these facts
to you for I know that both you and I have the utmost respect for truth and a sincere
regard for the good of Philately.

With thenks and with kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

SY;bs ;% r.[ l::lli\;



2606 Nottingham Avenue
Hollywood, Calif'ornia

August 9tn, 1939,

¥, oonren oy,
594 Park Avenue,
New york City.

My dear Mr, Souren:

You will recall that in the presence of lr, Huntly Gordon,
when I purchased the $500,00 revenue that you stated that it was
the finest copy in existence, NMucin to my amazement 1 have just
discovered that the stamp 18 quite badly thinned, Had I known
this I would not have purchased the stamp at all, I nhave Jjust
finished reading your pamphlets on stamp examination and frauds
in philately and am naturally greatly surprised to Iind this
misrepresentation on your doorsteps As you well know, perfection
is my goal in stamp purchasing and I am entirely dissatisfied with
this item, Have you a really sound example of this stamp in
stock at ‘the present time, Awaiting your reply, 1 am,

Very truly,

(signed) Adolpne Men jou



August 10, 1939.

Adolpne Menjou, Ksq.
2000 Nottingham Ave.,
Hollywood, Calif,

My dear Mp, Menjou:
I have your letter of the 9th as a great surprise,

You may be absolutely certain that when we sold you the stamp it had’
been examined most careifully, At the time it was submitted the onliy
persons who handled the stamp were myself and Mr, Behr in the office,

and Mr. Gordon and yourself, It was carefully checked by us beiore being
sent and undoubtedly looked at by both you and Mr. Gordon,

According to your letver, the stamp is badly thinned, Could such a thing
pass unnoticed by the four of us? 'Is it possible that the thinning
developed subsequently? I would be obliged if you would send me some .
kind of diagram snowing the location and extent of the so-called thin
spot,

v
Beiore the stamp left my oiflice it was submitted to every type of ex-
amination at my command and the exceptionally ifine condition in which it
was Justified the price, Now, a year or two ldter, e thin spot is
discovered, and, to quote Jour own words, it 18 "quite badly thinned,"

While I have a number of {500 revenues on nand at this writving, I somenow
or other feel that bothh our intervests will be better served if I speak
frankly, When I first learned of your interests in stamps tarough Mr.
Gordon, I agreed that I would expend'my best efferts, regardless of
financial gain, to assist you in the building of a collection commensurate
with your standing and p081t¢on, and one that would be a credit both to
you and to me,

I have gone a long way towards this aim either through Mr. Gordon. or
directiy, L have derived a great deal of satisfaction from placlng
gquality into your colleetion., Now, however, this satisfaction is ine
Jured by what you seem to Ifeel regarding my efforts,

Since this circumstance exists, I wish to make the following proposition.
Would you be willing to return each and every stamp which I solid you

ior money eithner through lr, Gordon or directly, and receive a refund of
the full price paid plus interest at 6% per annum from the date each
stamp was sold, Thils is probably to your advantage, since the present
depressed state of business nas had itvs effect on the stamp market and
you can probably secure replacements from dealers now in your good
offices, at somewnhat lower prices, It will avoid any ifurther disappoint=-
ment on your part against one wino gave hls best, which, apparently has
not been justified in your eyes,

I would like to hear from you promptiy. I am taking a vacation in the
Middle West very soon and will be away Ifrom the office from August 1loth
to 22nd, If you agree to my proposition, please wire collect, and
while on my vacaticn, I will visit you to tvake back the stamps and
refund your moneéy.

Awaiting your reply, and with kindest regards, I am

nesgectfully yours,
ouren Co .




2006 Nottingham Avenue

" Hollywood, California

August 1lth, 1939,

My dear Mr. Souren:

' The text of your letter would make it sound as though the

> thin spot on the $500.00 revenue nad appeared on the stamp after it
had come into my possession, I assure you that the stamp has not
been touched except to mount it., The fact that the thin spot
escaped the attention of all of your organization does not inf'luence

- me, [ am in possession of another stamp you sold me, photo static
copies of which I will send you in due .time, bearing your signature

- on the back, as badly repaired a copy as L have ever seen, The repa%r
plainiy visible to the naked eye., This stamp catalogs for fifteen

dollars but you charged me 45,00, I placed impiicit confidence in
you and did not examine stamps that you sold me.  But under the
circumstances can you blame me for being upset? 'L do nat want
6 per cent on any stamps that you offer to take back, Simply send
me your check for {1350,00 for the 600,00 revenue and forty five
dollars for the inverted center nunbér 3940, with punch cancellation
repaired, The fact that L discovered the thin spot a.year or two
later does not alter the fact that I know that it was uthere when
you soid it to me and you did not mention it, at the time . of sale.
If 1 find any thing wrong with any ‘stamps you sold me ten years
from how I surely reserve the right to bring it to your attention
for you to do as you see fit about ite I will feeli much better when
- these stamps are back in your hands,

; Truly,

(signed) Adolphe lenjou



August 14,

Adolphe lignjou, Lsqg.
2600 Nottingham Ave.,
Los Angeles, Calif,

My dear Nr, lienjous

I feel from your second letter that my first lLetter was fully justified.
1 have to thank you Ior only one line in that letter in which you stated
that you left the matter up to me. Therefore, I feel Ifree to write you
openiy and give you my entire reaction to the whoie thing,

a

When you sent me your collection, which included the $500 revenue, for

display at the exhibition in Rockefeller Center tne stamp was again sub-
g mitted to very careful examination, not because it needed it, but because
we subsequently acquired two more specimens and took advantage of the
opportunity to examine all three for plating, We took miero-photographs
and submitted the stamps to ultra violet rays, We saw no damage whatso-
ever and certainly no thin spot,.

M. Aside from this fact, no dealer can be held responsible for damage to a
h stamp after its sale. If what you claim should be true, there could be
no business, The most we can do, not being experts, is to hold our-
selves responsible for the geénuineness of what we sell, HoOw else can
anyone do business in this worlid?

I ‘do not intend to suggest it, but anyone could deliberately damage &
stamp and then make a claim against the dealer for it, There can be no
such understanding or implication to the responsibility of the dealer.

In my youth, as a collector I distinctly recall purchasing one of the
firet Russian stamps and, knowing no better, I put it in water to clean
it up, When I took 1t out there was no design left on the stamp, since
they were printed with-a fugitive ink, Did 1L nave a claim? Certainly
note. .

¥ I have noticed that you do not feel ppoﬁd'of the few purchases you iede

. from me, L certainly want you to have the fullest enjoyment from your

= collection, and you cannot have this 1f you hold any stamps purchased
from the Y, Souren Co.,, in your collection, The memory of the place of
purchase is bound to mar your pleasure, You mention that you feel that
even after ten years you would have a claim, What if 1 die in the
meantime? You can do nothing Therefore, i wish you to reconsider my
first letter and return to me every stamp bouént for money and receive
a retund of the full purchase price plus €% interest from the date it
was sold you,

I purchased this stamp for $l300 paying for i1t with my own check in that
amount, DO you imagine that I would buy a stamp of that value without
giving it ‘the most careful examination? Do.you think 1 wonld have :
bought- 1t had the thin~spot been present? Furthermore, I 80ld you thils
scamp for $1350 and out of that paid Mr, Gordon a commission of $1l35,
, I think che simple mathmatics will demonstrate to you clearly that the
by pride I took in placing an exceptional item in yQur collection was more
to me than any profit that might have been made from its sale, NMoney
was not the question, nor has it been in any transaction with you.

If you conclude that yocu do not care to return the stamps tO meé under the
proposition I have made, I should like you t¢ cneck each and every item
purchased from the ¥, Souren Co., and wirive me a letter absolving



me - from all responsibi;ity connected with thése svamps, However,

i want to state one fact, ii any stamps sold you or anyone else should
prove to be repeired it shall be made good immediately, However, as

iar as & claim of -damage TO a stamp is concerned, I cannot recognize

any such claim after the stamp has left uy possession, &nd ypu can
understand my reasons I'or making this statement, 'L have no quarrel with
you, but the point you raise is of such importance to the entire stamp

business that I must unequivocably state my position, :
I do-maintain that when the stamp left my possession it was in perfect
condition and whatever may have happened To it subsequently is not my

responsibility.
oincerely yours,
Y, Souren Lo,

By

4

F,8¢ WMy Temporary addiressg from the loth to the 25rd will be as ifollows:

Y. Souren
% Brown Palace Hotel,
Denver, Golo,



August 25, 1959,

« Adolphe Menjou, Esq.,
< Wyndham Hotel,
¢ 42 West SBth St

New York, N.x.
[ ¢ Dear lr, Nenjous
I have just returned irom my vacation in the mountains,
Before leaving Denver i found your letter and have been pondering all

our past reiations and have reached tha same conclusions as expressed
in my previous letter.

-

Where I have erred I have corrected it to the best of my ability whether
1t be a $1,00 or a $900 item, and have felt that suech a stand should
be taken by others,

In regard to the $500 nevenue, 1 told you and repeat that I would swear

that wnen I sold you the stamp through Mr, Gordon i1t did not have a thin
spot, Furthermore, when it was exhibited and later returned to you,

it was not thin, The damage you claim could only have occured whide in

your possession through mishendling by yourself or others, inadvertently
or otherwise,

A" g

In your second letter you bring up a thicd matter, However, L will
answer this in the order of our. correspondence,

Being so certain in my mind as -regards the {500 Hevenue and seeing that
our relations have been unilateral when it comes to mistakes, I made you
the proposition that you revturn dach and every stamp purchased from me
for a full refund, Since you have informed me that with the exception
of the {500 Hevenue and the. other stamp you nentioned are the only ones
for which you have any cause for dissatisfaction, you decided not to
accept my proposition, Therefore, I. enclose my check for $l,550, but
since the stamp cannot be returned to me in the same. condition in which
1t was sold you, L do not care to have it returned to me. ' 1ou may keep
it, dispose of it, or deéstroy 1t, as you please,

I am sorry to note thgt you consider this other stamp to be punch
cancelled or repaired, If such is the case, my check ior 45,00 is
enclosed and I have this one request to make, Instead of returning it
or showing me a photostatic copy, just cut .t in two for if the stamp
is as you say neither of us have any use for it,.

1 am not an expert and nave never claimed to be one; 1L admit possibility
of errors, and am ready through such errors to learn, even at a price.
Lately, at a great expense and sacrifice I have organized the

Philatelic Research Laboratories, Inc., to minimize and safeguard both
dealers and collectors from future errors,

s In closing I wish to thank you for the iriendship we have enjoyed and
regret that 1t must end in this manner.

Wishing you and Mrs. lMenjou the best of health and a prosperous and
happy life, I am
Very truly yours,

Ye Souren Co,



454 South Grand. Ave., o
F‘ort Thomas Ky. i

56pt. 15, 19._;9. R b \ o

Nr, Ye Souren,
594 Park Ave,,
» A_New YOI‘k, NQY.V'

“- Dear Ty Sourens | co ; £ | e
I am peturning herewith the correspondenee as. contained in’ youré

| of the 18th, I wae glad £0 see this and’ I can assure you that I .
will treat same as counfidential, I appreeciate the oppcrtunity you

gave me in seeing both sides of this little effair as various = = = . iy

rumors regarding 1t had extended thils far wesh.

In this country we have courts to edress wrongs.‘ It appears to
'me that if Booklet #2 eontained any libel that: court action would be ﬁha
rbest method to, right eny missuatamants.’“ ; ;

Coe T 40 not wish to eonvey the 1mpression that T thiak all the COne
clusions reached by the PyR.Le in Booklet #2 ars correct, neither do I
wigh to convey the impression I consider all are in error, I think

‘geveral pointa stand out rather prominently in the corresporidence,

first that there were only two stamps, second that you prompily fafﬁnﬂed ‘ ﬂl

the full purchase price, and g I 1 that you offered te refyind with
interest all purchases made from youe Some will no doubt ‘teke the vipv
that the £500 Tewenue stamp had e thin spot when you sold it and that'
you were aware of.tho Tact, Inasmuch as there is evidently no proof
gf guch & charge Tom:. are certai*ly entltlod to ths aenefit of the

ou“t. , _

Your pronptness in refnndipg the enbiré purchase price certainly

‘,showz that if there was anything the matter with the stamp when you sold SR
4% thst you were perfectly” willing to correct the orror you.may have ‘_;{ﬂg}

made in the sales

I coulc ‘say much more on thls subject but what is the use. If all
* atamp-dedlers were as righteous as they pretend to be it would be 3

quite different, and further if all staup collectors were as honest as
they pratend to be, perhaps we would haye more honeat dealers and
'quite a lot less of malicious goasip.

The heighth of the ambition of the averave collector is o skin thﬂ
dealer, to find a "sleeper” in his stoclk, whichvhe can purchage for a .
few dollars and sell for ten times the price paide I think all deslers
are fully aware of this and they would only be huwsen il they attempted
to make the game work both wayse

Ag stated avove I will preat this corresponuence as confidential,
but to anyone who tells me that lr, Menjou found a whole bunch of
fakes, repairs, etc, in his collection and other exaggerations of this
sort, I will not hesitate to brand such gosgip as lies. I think my :

L



n'u Y. Souren = Septe. 15. 1939. : _4)
friends will take my word making it unnecessary to even &gm
& word of the correspondence whieh you were kind enough to spread
b.rm my eyes in strictest confidence,

Gaionllbom.tmundmmzmygoupto
Chicago with him for several days,

With kindest regards,
| Cordially yours,




POSTAGE STAMPS CABLE ADDRESS

FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS WARREN H. COLSON “WARCOLSON, BOSTON”
TELEPHONE 260 CLARENDON STREET IIEERRIS
“KENMORE 6624" BOSTON 17, MASS. CODES) A B c 5TH ED.

Jamary 15, 1940,

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.,
434 South Grand Avemue,
Fort MHomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Replying to yours of the 8th, your .
ideas about my ethics are so far distant from
the truth that there is no point in my discuss-
ing this 30¢ 1869 with you at all, I will mere-
ly state that the customer to whom I sold that
cover was told of the attack on it, and had with-
in his own collection an item which substantiated
my position. Of course, as a matter of fact, this
cover has been in one spot since it was sold in
the Seybold sale in 1910, and epparently your
suspicion on this cover is aroused very easily.
There is something in understanding stamps be-
gides getting official records, and as much as
a knowledge of rates contributes to understand-
ing stamps, it is not the whole story. Please
do not forget that I was the one who told you,
without even seeing the item, that your 5¢ orange
brown of 1857-60 used on the letter had to be a
fake,

I already possess the Brown catalog

which illustrates this split, though I am glad

to keep your print because it shows how photo=
graphy can make an item look far better than it
really is. I would appreciate it if you would
send me a print of the Carhart copy, which I have
had no opportunity to pitograph myself., That will
give me prints of all three copies known, and I

!
will be in the same position yourselfg: Jg... q‘w@q?,

Next time I come to Cinoinna’ki, maybe



-2= January 15, 1940,

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.

we can have a chat over these various questions
that seem to vex you, but I have studied the
work of the gentleman in Paris for several years
now, and I think I am quite well qualified %o
decide when his stuff is about.

I hope that this finds you enjoying
the best of good health, and with all good

wishes, I am
Very sincerely yours,
/ B
Enc,
Air Mail.

WHC:E



SINCE 1915

f Hartford cover re-
ting me see this,

1y one I think will
TY

The 1lc plue 3¢ 1851 on piec= ©
ceived today is enclosed and thankes for le
Your sclution - preraid Vay fee - is the on
fit, So far as I know there wag8 no U.S. o
Hartford until 18582 or later but page 310 of the 1939 cat illus-
trates a postmerk of a 2cte Penny Post with date of 1853 . Laset
year Chrissie did some research in Hartford for Chap.46 of your
Vol,II and had no lucjk at &11/ I have done research there
several times for other datea and do know that there were many
contract carriers to and from that post office. There were a
dozen or two stage routes and most of them gpparently carried
me.il sometime in the period 1845/55. if I recall correctly., I
know there were 80 many I didn't have time to make notes of all
of Them,

ier service in




THE STEAMSHIP CANCELLATION
NEW YORK TO CAQI”HQLIA

By Clarence W DBrazer

NEW YORE PANAMA STEAMSHIP CANCELLATTON :

Several years age I caue wnto poscession of an 1mportant early
Califernia correspondence which conbainedy among other finesitems, a
number of covers bearing the sboeve "NEW (7 bar grid) ¥ORK" which gen-
erally attracted attention when mounted in wy collection., I was told
by various deslers and collectors that the cancellation was "Around
Cape Horn," a "Clipper Ship," etc. etc., which aroused my curiosity
and subsequent research for the truthe. It is doubtful that any mail
bearing this cencellation ever went around Cape Horn'except pesaibly
on the first three government steamships sent around for Paclfic ser-
vice, I know of no Ue. S. Government coubtract for ca:rying mail to
California on "Clipper Ships" nom any but "steamships", except that
sailing vessels ware used at first from San Francisco to Asteria, Oregom,

Before the first complete trip of the CALTFORNIA under the flrst
U, S. Government conf“act *mail was forwarded to California privately by
Us S, sailing ships without this cancellation and even by British and
other ships, and such modes were also frequently used after the lnaguration
of regular Government contract service by steamships, A cover herewith
illustratea left New York on the Empire City Sept. 15, 1849 vla Cape Horn,
vesasels salling daily as the isthmas was considered dangerous,

Bventually T obtained this steamship cancellation upon only one
1847 - 10 cent stamp, tho it was probably used for about two years and
nine months of the 1ife of this little used first issue, I also found
it upon all the 1851 issue and commonly upon the 1857 - 1¢,3¢,5¢,10¢,
12¢, but found it upon only one 30 cent °ta¢p. The latter cancellation
was dated "Jan, 1, 1861 and as this stamp was demonitized in August
1861 it was in use only about 12 months.

The United States came into the possession of Oregon by a treaty
confirmed by Great Britain in the summer o 1846,

The . territory of California was ceded to the United States by the
treaty with Mexico which was signed Feb, 2, 1848 tho not ratified by
the Congress until May and publiecly proclaimed in July of that year.

President Folk in his message to Congress on August 5, 184€ called
particular attention to the necessity of establishing mail facilities
to our citizens west of the Rocky Mountains, The commerce with that
territory then employed five or six hundred vessels and forty thousand
persons,

There was some officisal overland mail provided as shown by the

follc,wng advertisement in the Daily National Inbelllgencer, Wash,D.C.,
March 17, 1847 =

Oregon Mail
(1847)

"A mail will be dispatched to Oregon, under charge

of Mr, J. W, Shively, from Independence, Missouri, on
the 15th of April next. Persons desirous of send-
ing letters to Oregon will forward them to Indepen~
dence, Missouri. >
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C. Johnson
Mar': 16 = 4%d, Postmaster General'

April 17, 1848 the United States Army in California dispatched
"Kit" Carson Wluh the first overland mail to Washington, D.C,

PelMeGe Jd. Collamer wrote in his report dated June 27, 1850,

"There are thres modes of transporting the mall, The
first 1s by steamships conducted by the Navy, as

a nati mal service.

The next 1s semding the mails from time to time by fasts
steamers which sre first goinge Incomsistent and un-
certain,

The third is by contract routes for terms of years.
seml-monthly N.Y¥Y, to Panama,

Only monthly Panama to San Francisco.

In response to the President's message a special Act of March 3,
1847 as follows:

Public No, 42

An Act providing for the building and equipment of four
naval steamships,

Approved March 3, 1847,
Sec.4, And be it further enacted, it shall be the duty of
the Secretary of the Navy to contract, on the part of the
Gevermment of the United States, with A.G.Sloo, of Cincin-
nati, for the transportation of the United States Mail
from New York to New Orleans, twice a month and back,
touching at Charleston, (if practicable) Savannsh and
Havana; and from Havana to Chargres and back, twice a
month, The said mail to be transported in at least five
steamships of not less than fifteen hundred tons burden, etc.,
~-=gnd each of tle sald steamers shall als o receive on board
and accommodate without charge to the Government, one agent,
to be appointed by the Postmaster General, who shall have
charge of the mails to be traunsported in sald steamers,
Provided, the Secretary of the Nayy may, at his discretion,
permit a steamer of not less than six hundred tons burden,
and engines in proportion, to be employed in the mail ser-
vice herein provided between Hayana and Chagres.
Sec.5s And be it fur ther enacted - That it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of the Nayy to contract, on behalf
of the Government of the United States, for the transpor=-
tation of the mail fran Panama to such port as he may se-
lect in the Territory of Oregon, ance a month each way, so
as to connect with the mail from Haf#tana to Chagres across
the isthmus, said amil to be transported in either steam or
sailing vessels as shall be deemed most practicable or
expedient,"

From the Daily National Intelligencer - March 17, 1847,

Route No., 3.

Proposal s were advertised for from April 21, 1847 to July
13th, 1847, in the Daily National Intelligencer.

From P.M,G. James Campbell'!s report of Dec. 4, 1854 we read ~
l
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"A.G.Sloo wag contracted with by the Secretary of the
Navy on the 20th of April, 1847, to perform the ser-
vice mentioned in the fourth section, The service was
to be twice a month; the sum to be paid, two hundred

and ninety thousand dollars; and the contract to con-
tinuve in force for ten years from the commencement of
the service. This contract likewige contains all the
stipulations required by the actof Congress, and was
assigned by A.G. Sloo to George Taw, Marshall O.Roberts,
and B.R.,McIlvain, on the 34 of September, 1847, The
contract to transport the mail from Panama to Oregon ~
vas entered into with Arnold Harris on the 16th of
November, 1847, The service was to be once a month;

the price to be paid was one hundred and ninety-nine
thousand dollars; and the contract was to continue for
ten years from the 1lst of October, 1848, All the stip-
ulations required by the act of Congress are contained
in this contract also, which was assigned on the 19th of
November, 1847, to William H., Aspinwall,

On the 13th of March, 1851, the Secretary of the
Navy and the Postmaster General, in pursusnce of a law
passed on the 34 of March, 1851, entered into an add- :
itional contract with the Pacific Mail Steamship:Company,
acting by Willism H., #spimwall, by which the service from
Pansma to California and Oregon was increased to twice a
month, at an increased price of one hundred and forty=-

nine thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, making the
while cost of the service three hundred and forty-eight
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars,

In the bids received under an advertisement issued
to obtain information required by the third section of
the act of 34 March, 1853, the Nicaragua company proposed
to carry a semi-monthly mail between New York and Cal-
ifornia for a sum not exceeding three hundred thousand
dollars, or six hundred thousand dollars for a weekly
service, which is now required; and this, in my opinion,
is the highest rate of pay which ought to be demanded,"

.

The Nicaragua Steamship Route advertised in 1855, - "Through
ahead of the mails] to New York in less than 21 days being 700 miles shorter
then the contract mail route via Panama," (Footnote)

The FALCON (a smaller boat) began temporary postal service from New
York to Chagres on the Isthmus on December 1, 1848,

The California was launched on May 19, 1848 and

On Oct, 6, 1848 the CALTFORNI A salled from New York for the Pacific
coast via Rio Janerio, Cape Horn and Callas, Peru and arrived at Panama on
the west coast on Jan, 30, 1849, ©She was the third steamship but the first
American steamship to pass thru the Straits of Magellan,

Gold was discovered at Sacramento, Cal. on Jamary 24, 1848 but it
was nearly s year before news reached New York and immediately started the
Tush by the quickest and safest routes, The CALTFORNIA salled with full
capacity but by the time she arrived at Panama on the West coast, many who
had come by later ships to Chagres and crossed the isthmus to Panama, crowed
abroad even filling the rigging in order to be among the first to get to
California, She arrived at San Francisco Feb., 28, 1849, Her crew all
deserted to hunt for gold and the ship could not make the return voyage to
Pan ama,

The OREGON which sailed from New York Dec. 8, 1848 and arrived at
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San Francisco April 7, 1849, kept her crew in irons and raised their pay
from $12,00 to $112,00 a month and was thus the first east bound mail
steamship leaving San Francisco on April 12th, 1849,

While the cancellation with which we are now concerned Was only
used on the westward bound mail it is interesting to note other sarly
east bound mall steamships as indicated on a half dozen covers in the
collection of Laurence B, Mason, All from San Francisco 1851 with |
horizontal pairs of the 3¢ orange brown stamps, except the first which
probably left before 3 cent stamps were available,

via Tennessee Sept 1 - Received in New York &
Oregon Oct 1 - Nov. 2
Terme ssee £ - Nov. 30
Northe rner Nov.l5 = Dec., 21
Golden Gate Dec,5 - (?)
1852
Calif ornia Jdune 12 -~ July 16

William Van Voorhes was appointed government agent toestablish
Californis Post Offices, I have seen Van Voorhes Commission as the
UeSePe0.,D. Agent, He arrived in San Francisco on board the "CALIFORNIA"
On Feb. 28, 1849,, having established post offices at San Diego and
Monterey enroute,

The other boats then building were completed for service as follows -
Jan, 26, 1850 the GEORGIA
Jan . 1851 the OHIO
Sept. 1851 +the ILLINOIS

The ships carried normally 100, and up to 400 passengers westbound
but few came back eastward until 1852 and af terwards,

Law & Co., Contract = Route 3

The esrliest ship departures and arrivals under thls contract were
as follows with stops at Charleston, Savannah, Havana, New Orleans,
Chagres., Often mail was transferred at Havana one going to New Orleans
anocther to Chagres,

Left N.Y. Ap, Chagres

Falcon Dec.1l, 1848 Dec. 26
Isthmus Dec,26,1848  Jan,16,1849
Falcon Feb, 1,1849 Feb.l4
Falcon: Mar.S Mar .26
Falcon Apr .19 May 2
Falcen Mgy 26 June 11
Falcon June 28 July. 19
Falcon Aug.27 Sept.18
Ohio Sep.20

hio Oct.16 Octe29
Ohio Nov, 13

Chio Dec,13 Dec,.26
Ohio Jan,12,1850 Jan.26
Georgilsa Jan « 28 Ieb,8

Ohio Feb,13 Mar,6
Falcon Feb, 28

Georgia Mar .13 Mar, 27
Ohio Mae 28 Apr,10

Georgla Apr .27 May 11
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Georgla May 13 May 25

OChio May 28 Jun 9

From covers I lhave seen bearing 1851 and 1857 issue stamps it is
noticeables that the cancellation dates generally are the same as date of
sailing which became regular cn the 5th and 20th of the momth, tho
occasionally delayed a day or =0, The atove dates-are all prior to the
1851 stamp issue., After April 1, 1857 letters were cancelled with thils
cancellation three times a month,
Wm, B, Aspinwall had the Pacific Coutract by steawships from Panama,

New Grenada via San Disgo & lionberey to Cem Francigco and salling vessels
from San Francisco to Astoria., These skips first went from New York

via cape Horn to Panama and then into regular Pacific service, Dates of
early sallings follow. (L) were extra trips.

Left New York Left Panama Arrived San,Frany
clsco

CALTFORNTIA Oct. 3, 1848 Jan,31,1849 Feb,28,1849
. Vvia Cape Horn & Fausama

OREGON Dec, 8, 1848 Mar, 13,1849 April 7,1849
via Cape Horn & Panamsa

PANAM Nove. & retd,

via Cape Horn & Panama Feb, 17,1849 May 18 June 8
OREGON May 23 June 17
CALTFORNIA Jun 25 July 16 -

P ANAMA July 29 Aug,19
OREGON Avg .28 Sept .18
CALTFORNIA Sept «17 Octe 9

(L) UNICORN Qo®ei i Oct.31
PANAMA Oct.10 Oct .31
OLEGON Hov,10 Dec,2
CALTFORNIA Dec, 6 Dec,28,1849
PANANA Jan,l1l,188 Jan,18

(L) UNICCRN Jan.lz Feb, 8

OREGON » Febe5 Feb.22
CAuluOPNIA Mar,2 Mar, 26

( L ) ...JJ.\ N E i) SREALE 1‘1:3.1’ ® 2 “.’1‘ A-pl" . 15
PANAMA Apr.l1 Apr.22

(L) CAROLINE Apr.16 May 7

CREGON May 1

(L) TENNESSEE May 80

CALTFORN IA Jun 1

(L) PANAMA Jun 15

The Postma ster General's report of December 4, 1854 includes the
following ~ NEa bﬂptagbev 1854 the United States o+cansh1p Company having
withdrawn their direct steamers between New Orleans and Aspinwall, the mails
between New Orleans and the Pacific have since been conveyed, according to the
original contract, by way of Havena, On the Pacific line the company are per-
mitted to omit montﬂrey and San Diego by their ocean steamers, and thus exped=-
ite sthe through mails, on condition of their supplying those offices, together
with Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara, San Luils Obispd, (if pracficable) and San Pe~
dro, semi-monthly, by a coastwise steamer from Ssn Francisco, in due con-
nexion with the through route, without change of pay

MATL TRANSPORTATTON OVER THE ISTHNMUS

Prior to Dec, 1851, the mails of the United States were conveyed
across the Isthmus of Panama, under a conbtract with the Government ol
New Crenada at a cost of about 17 cents per pound, -~- when boats and
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mules were obtained at a very low rate, Increased traffic of 1850-51
caused losses and the. contrasct was glven up.

The Panama Rallroad assumed the contract Dec, 1, 1851 at a rate
of 22 cents a pound, ==~ a few miles by rail, and then by contract with
other parties 1n canoes or on mules taking from four days to two or three
weeks (48 miles)., Until about Dec, 1852 two thirds of the railroad
were in operation and one third by mules, for which the railroad paid
17 cents & pound. The railroad was opened from sea to sea in Jan, 1855,
making the run in four hours,

-~

The panama Railroad had only 4 dsys a month when the passengers »
and mails paid expenses, In one of its prospectus issued in 1849
it claimed - The route from New York to Panama is 13,500 miles shorter
via the isthmus than via Cape Horn which takes a common sailing ship
making 110 miles per day 127 days out and back or 254 days shorter than
via Cape Hormn, -

Postmaster General Hall in a letter to the President of the
Railroad on Marchl5, 1851 wrote - "Under contract with the New Granada
Government mail was often left on the isthmus two or three wesks,"

P.M.G.Campbell in a letter to the Railroad of April 12,1856 said:

"Wells ,Fargo & Co., and Freeman & Co. charge their customers
for merchandise by the steamers taking U,S,mail - 25 to 40 cents
per pound from New York to San Franc isco,"

"You,(the Railroad) have notified ms that unless I will consent to
pay 22 cents per pound, you will refuse to take the mails. This notice
has been given at a time when the line via Nicaragua is withdrawn
and it remains for me to determine whether I will yteld to your
demand, or run the risk of shutting up the mail communication between
the Atlantic and Pacific., The responsibility of this latter alter-
native I am not prepared to assume, --- at this time when, on sane parts
of the Pacific, the country is disturbed by hostile Indians,

The P.M.G. in his report to Congress on Dec, &, 1856 wrote:-

"The Nicaragua route which was closed in April 1856 made 1t
impossible to have malls of the U,S5, conveyed by any other route than
via Panama, ---twice a month each way.---1 requested power to enter
a contract to convey the mils twice a manth, alternating with the line
via Panama, by the route via Nicaragua or Tehuantepec.

1

The Express companies paid the Railroad less than 22 cents a

pound but charged customers more,"

The first postage rate by Act of March 3, 1847 to the Pacific
Coast was 40 cents for single letters. July 1, 1851 for exceeding 5000
miles (by land) it became 6 cents prepaid by stamps or 10 cents collect
until April 1, 1855 when prepayment took effect. When conveyed wholly
or in part by sea, and to or fram s foreign country, for any distance
over 2500 miles 20 cents and under 2500 miles 10 cents,

In 1854 the "sea rate" on Cal ifornia closed mail via Cillins

line was still 40 cents sn ounce and newspapers 2 cents, July 1, 1855

it was 10 cents until 1863,

Prau Nov, 1849 to Dec,.1850 the average monthly mail was 30,000
letters one shipment filling 95 mail sacks of 2 bushels capacity. In
July 1852 th regon carried 60,000 letters and Dy 1859 the annual mail

@
ol
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over this route was over two million letters and nearly four

million newspapers at an average time of 26 to 30 days from New York
to San Francisco, Feb, 26, 1848 - the GOIDHEI AGE complete the Pacific
end of the fastest trip then made in 21 days, 2 hours and 13 minutes,

Postmaster General Vampbell's report for Dec, lst, 1857 states-

"A contract has been msade with the Panama Railroad Company for
the conveyance of the mails, as frequently as may be required, between
Aspinwall and Panama, at an snnual compensation of one hundred thousand
dollars, It took effect on the first day of April last, and is to contimue
until the first of October, 1859, the date of expiration of the contract
for the connecting lines from New York and New Orleans to Aspinwall,"

"By its terms, the contract with the Pacific Mall Steamship Coupany
for semi-monthly service from Astoria, by San Francisco, etc., to Panama,
expires on the 1st October, 1858, while, under the decision of the Navy
Department, the contract of the connecting lines on this side runs until
lst October,1859, Therefore, to keep up the connexion with the Pacific
line, as provided by law, and as originally contemplated, it will Dbe
necessary to extend the contract on the Pacific one year; and as the
Pacific Mail Steamship Company have performed their service generally
in a highly creditable and satisfactory manner, I cheerfully reccmmen
an appropriation for such extension,"

Mr., Laurence B, Mason has very kindly loaned me a number of his
covers from New York to California and I give herewith descriptions
of each of them,

The first - 1847 10¢ black strip of 4 cover does not have the
steamship cancellation which 1s the subject of this article as it
went by a ship that did not have a contract to carry the Government mails,=-

Strip of four 10¢ black 1847 - tied to a blue cover with circular
red seven bar grids and in the upper left hand carner the 27 millimeter
diameter red cancellation "NEW-YORK AUG L3" (1850) which falls over the
mamiscript "Per Georgia." This cover is addressed to lessrs, Macondray
& Co. San Francisco Cala.' and on the back is endorsed "G.W,Goodridge & Co,
NeY.Aug.l3 Recd Sept 23/50 Ans," On the inside of the cover is the rubber
stamp of "Jomn F. Seybold,Syracuse,N.,Y," The letter is dated"New York
August 1850 per Georgia." Messrs. Macondray & Co. the local representatives
of Goodridge & Co. ship owners of New York, The "Georgia" may have there-
fore been one of Goodridge's ships and not necessarily one of those which
carried the contract mail to Panama.

Cover #1 This you will notice was mailed December 20, 1854 and is the
earliest date he has, The stamps were first cancelled with the regular
New York domestic maill postmark on December 12th receiving the steamship
cancellation on December 20th,

A small white envelope with two copies of the 3¢ 1851, Tied to
cover with black 32 millimeter circular cancellation "NEW YORK DEC 12" |
end also with the later black millimeter diameter Panama ship cancellation
"NEW (6 bar grid) YORK DEC 20" "Ansd Jan 1Bth 1855" appears in manu-
seript at the top of the white envelope which is addressed to E.Otis
Blake, San Francisco, Cal,
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Cover #2 - bearing a 3¢ 1851 tied with this steamship cancellation
and addressed to Lexington,Kentucky was probsbly cancelled in error unless
it might have been put off on the stop at Charleston if that were a
shorter route thho Lexington at that time the distance being about 400
miles, whereas from New York to Kentucky overland is about 700 miles,

A buff envelope having on the back the embossed stamp of "Clarle *
& Jessup, General Railroad Agents, Office 38 Exchenge Place, New York" and
Addressed to "S,Miller Jim, Eaq., Lexingtm ,Ky." A 3¢ 1851 stamp is tied
to the"upper right corner with a Panama ship cancellation "NEW (Grid) YORK
MAR 9. s

Cover #2 - was first cancelled with the regular New York postmark and
later on the same date the special postmark-

A white 1853 3¢ stamped envelope containing in addition a pair
of 3¢ 1851 and a 1¢ 1851 Type IV, ied to the envelope with three 32
millimeter circular "NEW-YORK OCT 5 cancellation and below this
caricellation also the black 30 millimeter Panama Ship cancellation
"NEW (grid) YORK OCT 5", The Envelope is addressed to Miss Sarah Pettit)"
San Francisco California care of E,B,Bustche,

Cover #4 - was mailed from New York July 21, 1856, %

A small white envelope with 10¢ 1851 Type II tied to the upper
right corner with the Panama ship cancellation 30 millimeter circular
"NEW (black grid) YORK TULY 21" endorsed on the left end "Reed I.L.Stephens
Aug 13, 1859,." The cover is addressed to "Mr. Stephen L, Machant,U,S.
Mint, San Francisco, California,"

Cover #5 - A folded blue letter contsining strip of three 3¢ 1851
and a 'l¢ Type II 1851, Tied to the top of the cover with three Panams Ship
cancellations black 30 millimeter UNEW (grid) YORK JUN 20" (1856). The
cover 1s addressed to Mess.,Macondray & “o. San Francisco,Cala" and is
endorsed in the lower left hand corner "via Pansma," On the back of the
cover is "Grinnell Mintuwrn & Co, New York Jun 19, 1856 Recvd-July 14,1856,
No answer." The letter is dated "New York June 19 1856" and endorsed
"via Panama" and is signed "Grinnell Minturn & Co.

Cover #6 - mailed from New York July 21, 1856, having been originally
postmarked with the regular cancellation on July 5th and the steamship
cancellstion July 21s t,

A buff envelope with a 107 1851 Type III. Tied to the upper left
corner with black 32 millimeter mm cancellation "New-York July 5° and
also applied over ssme the 30 millimeter circular black Pansma ship
cancellation "NEW (grid) YORK JULY "L" The envelope is addressed to
"E,Otis Blake, Colunbjia Toulumne Co.Cal." and is marked in the upper right
"Ans'd Augt.l6th 1856 (See Cover j4)

Cover #7 - A 10¢ 1851 Type II applied with the right side down snd
tied to the upper right corner of a cream envelope with the black Panama
ship cancellation 30 millimeter circular "NEW( grid) YORK DEC 5" on the left
end is endorsed "DEC 5/56 Insurance", This cover is addressed to
I.C.,McCerrey Zsq San Fraucisco Cal "

Cover #8 - Two 10¢& 1857 Type III stamps tied to. the upper corner
of & light envelope with the black Panams Ship cancellation 30 millimeter
"NEW (grid) YORK NIV 8," The cover is addressed to "I.C.McCerrey Esg
San Francisco Cal" and in the upper left corner contains the blue and white
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emhossed fancy advertisement of "Irving & Clark Wholse Furniture Maanfscturers

170 112 and 114 East 27%h ¢ t" with a picture of a retail store and a chair
at one side updpn which 1z "Retail Store 347 3rd Av, Liew Veorlk"
I

uOVeP ”9 = A 10 1837 tied tc the upper left corner of an amber envelope

with the'black Panamd shlp cancellation 30 millimeter circular
"NEW(grid)YORK JUN 5" and in the upper center is "’Deo June 29". The cover

P T 11

is adavessed to Lieut. I.B,MePlierson Corps of Tugs.UsS.4, San Francisco
California™ There has Dbeen erased from the cover the numerals "1715"
that had been written in' pencil about 40 millimeters high over the face of

the address,

Cover #10 =~ A 10f 1857 Type I tied to the upper right corner of an
auber envelope wit .*aﬂu Pansma ship cancellation 30 millimeter circular
"NEW - (gf*d) YORK MAR A The cover is addressed to "Lt.,I,B.McPherson U.S,
E. San Franclsco California” and in the upper left portion are the blue
pencil npumerals "1715" abolit 30 millimeters high., Oa the back of the cover
1s a rubber stamp "Fron D.Van Nostrand Bookseller & Publisher ¥No.,1l22

Broadway New York"

Cover #11 - is the latest use of this postmark probably 1859,

A 10¢ 1857 Type V tied .to the upper right corner of a small whitse
manvelope with the black Panama ship cancellation "NEW (grid) YORK Aug 21"
(probsbly 1859), The stamp is also cancelled with an 8 bar circular formed
wed grid with ecircumference and the red cancellation barely ties with the
ends of fouwr bars to the cover which is addressed to "Ship Enterpe San
Francisco John Sheppard"

Cover #12 - is the only 10¢ stamped envelope I have found with the
special postmark,

A 104 1853 buffenvelope No0.33 cancelled over the stamp with the
black Panama ship cancellation 30 millimeter circular "NEW (gTWd) YORK
Mar (2) 6", The cover is addressed to Mr. John DeP Teller Esq Front
55 Sap Ffancisco Cal " :
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jan. 13, 1940,

Mr. Eugene N, Costales,
99 Nassau St.,
New York, N.Y,.

Dear Geneg

Will you kindly take time out to answer this letter promptly.
I xnow you worked for years with Hugh on the 8, U, S, Catalogue,
hence will especially value your opinion on the following, Your
opinions will be treated as strictly confidential, :

3¢ 1861, A "ecracked plate" is listed. I never saw such a
variety. 1 have seen plenty of coples showing "plate scratches”
and it is this variety which is mistakenly listed as a crack, Am
I wrong? ; .

gatalogue certain listings., Do you think :
€ aropped, irom r present places among

Re « elimination o
37 - 58 and &Y - ghou
regular T, S, stamps?

. Re - Premieres. Do you think the same applies to #55, 56, 57,
59, 61 and 627 Ilao to /66 « 74 and 827

Re = A new listing of the 1861 Issue., The 107 should be listed
as Type I({August) ané Type LI (Septembor)s The 24¢ should be listed
in the following order:; - ‘ :

24¢ Violet (The August color)
24¢ Sgeel Blue
24¢ Red Lilac

The above are three destinct colors, and should be given separate

listings the same as the 3¢ Pink and the 3¢ Roses In faect there is

& greater difference between the Steel Blue and the other two (Red
Lilac and Vidlet) than there is between the 37 Rose and Pink,

Note the #68 - thin August paper. Vhy not include this paper under
other values which were issued in 1861, Surely all 5¢ Buffs are not
on the thin paper, though doubt all "Pinks" are, I think it is
possible a "Pink" may be found on a "thiek" paper but so far have

‘not noted one I would so e¢lascs, 5

Many other changes c¢ould be made in the 1861 listings but the.
above are some prineipal onées I have in mind,

Regarding the 5¢ 1857, A new arrangement should be made -

#45 « should be Red Br Type I
#46 - " " Thdlan Red Type I

The above 1s distinective and should be given reécognition with a




#2e
Mr, Eugene N, Costales - Jan, 13, 1840.
ma jor listing.

#47 - Brick Red Type I

#48 - Brown Type I

#48 A « Brown Type II

#48 B - Orange Brown Type II.

o

The awowe is the order in which the ¢oleors were issued and in
this order they should be listed, The major mumbers 45 to 48
are Plate One stamps, the 48 A and 48 B are Pl 2 stamps,

I have in mind other changes but will not bother you with them
at this time,

I will greatly appreciate your frank comments on the above.

Cordially yours,
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Volume 1, Part 3—to be issued May, 1940
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besides the article by Stanley B. Ashbrook,

U. S. Postal History (Part I) by Seymour Dunbar

An Analysis of the J. C. Morgenthau Sales 1902-1929, by
C. J. Phillips

Pages Artistically Mounted. Illustrated with Album Pages
Guam: Its History and Postage Stamps, by Howard F. Bowker
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And other articles by noted philatelists.
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AN INTERESTING COVER.

[Mr. Wm. C. Michaels, A. P. S. 2033, as
can be seen by this little sketch, some-
times thinks in other terms than those
prescribed by Blackstone, and in letting
his fancy run thus, has told a most inter-
esting story of his deductions from a
cover in his collection. He has kindly
submitted the cover to the Editor and it
in every respect bears out his tale. It is
not an envelope, simply a folded sheet
of note paper, addressed and marked as
the story tells. It bears a copy of Type
IV One Cent, 1851, and in addition “2
cts. paid in money’” written in by the
postmaster. It was “postmarked” first
Dec. 23, and the “3” was changed to a
“5’', all in manusecript. No year is in-
cluded in the postmark, but the cover
bears the notations, “Rec. 12 mo. 25th,
1854” and “Answered 12 mo. 27th, 1854.”
—Ed. note.]

Der Mr. Editor:—

Being an old “back number”, you will
recall perfectly well what a horribly disa-
greeable day March 30, 1855, was; and,
of course, you will remember that it was
on that day that your old friend Frank
Pierce, then President of these United
States, put his signature on that import-
ant document known as “An Act Amend-
ing an Act Relating to Post Offices and
Post Roads, Prescribing Rates of Postage,
etc., ete.”

This Act of March 30, 1855, provided,
among other things, for the compulsory
prepayment by stamps of postage on let-
ters, effective January 1, 1856. And you
will remember that prior to the going
into effect of that Act, half ounce let-
ters for distances under 3000 miles cost

three cents if prepaid, and five cents if
not prepaid, and it was optional with the
sender to prepay by stamps or cash; and
every collector, I suppose, has seen cov-
ers dated up to January 1, 1856, without
stamps, but marked “paid 3" or “paid 57,
etc.,, but the enclosed cover is the only
example I have ever seen which was part-
ly prepaid in cash and partly by stamp.

You know, Mr. Editor, that in those
good old days everybody kept the letters
he received and usually noted across the
end of the cover the date the letter was
received and the date he answered it, and
sometimes (like the instance enclosed)
the name of the sender. I'll leave it to
you if this cover itself, with a study of
the map, doesn’t tell a fine little story.

It is perfectly plain that old John Pat-
ton was the sender and that he lived in
the quaint little hamlet of Pennsville,
Morgan County, Ohio. Pennsville was
one of those places where the general
storekeeper was also the postmaster. It
is really too bad we don’t know his
name, but we’ll call him Jim. Now Jim
never thought it was necessary to pro-
cure anything more in the way of a post-
marking stamp than a circular die giv-
ing only the name of his town and state.
“Why”, he argued, “should I go to the
trouble of getting types or dies for ‘Jan.’,
‘Feb.’, etc., and then thirty-one more for
days of the month, when I only have two
or three or four or a half dozen letters a
day to handle. Ain’t I got a pen and ink
here, and can’t I write in the date if I
want to?’ And that Jim made his own
stamping ink out of sumac leaves is per-
fectly plain.
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Well, our old friend John Patton came
into the store on December 23, 1854, and
finding the post-master either busy or not

present, left his letter on a barrel and.

walked out without saying a word; he
didn’t leave any stamps or money. Af-
ter he had gone out, Postmaster Jim finds
the letter and smashes it with his circu-
lar post-marking stamp, then he careful-
ly, with pen and ink, writes in the date
“Dec. 23” below the word “Pennsville”.
Then it occurred to him that Patton never
intended to have the letter sent collect,
since it would cost his friend, Dr. Wright,
down at Chesterhill (to whom it was ad-
dressed) five cents to get it out of the
postoffice, and the good Doctor might be
offended at that; “so”’, says Jim, to him-
self, “there will be mo mail out -for
Chesterhill before Christmas anyway and
I'll just wait till Colonel Patton comes
around in a day or so and see if he won’t
prepay this thing.” Sure enough, Patton
showed up at the store on Christmas,
as did every body else in the village, and
Jim jumped him right away about the
letter to Doc Wright. “Why, certainly,”
said Patton, “I intended to prepay the
letter; you knew that didn’t you? Why
didn’t you mark it ‘Paid’ and charge it to
me?’ To which Jim replied, “We Post-
masters are forbidden by law to trust

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIST.

anybody; if you wanted this letter sent
prepaid you should have said so, and be-
sides that, you must produce the stamps
or cash or it will go ‘collect’; that’s the
law.” “All right” says Patton, “I've got
a one cent stamp here in my pocket and
I'll just use that as far as it’'ll go, and
here’'s two cents in cash; add ’em up and
there's your old three cents; now hurry
up and fix up that letter and send it on
to Doc Wright today; he's awaitin’ for it
and it’s important.”” So Jim takes Pat-
ton’s stamp and his two big copper pen-
nies, then he takes his trusty pen in hand
and changes the “3” to a “5’’ in the date
he had written down two days before,
then he writes on the envelope “2 cts.
paid in money’’, then he slaps on Pat-
ton’s one cent blue (a fine type IV) and
carefully draws four vertical lines across
it, and the job is done, and away goes the
letter, that very day, and Doc receives it
that same day for be it known, Chesterhill
is only twelve miles down the country
road from Jim’'s post office.

And as John goes out of the door we
can plainly hear Jim’s last sally: “And

I say, Patton, ‘Doc’ Wright spells his
name with a ‘W’; you must have run out
of W’s when you wrote his name
‘R-i-g-h-t’.”

Wm. C. MICHAELS.

THE FUTURE OF PERFORATIONS.

BY R. S. LE MAY.

(Reprinted from the September issue of

In the Stamp Lover for October, 1913,
Mr. Melville was kind enough to publish
a short article from my pen, entitled “The
Debauch of Philately,” in which I endea-
voured, in a gentle manner, to apply the
brake to the ever increasing speed of
specialism’s wheel.

I admit that the article in question was
open to objection in that it was confined
purely to generalities and destructive
criticism—and it is easy to destroy,
though hard to create; but at the time I
intended to follow it up rapidly with a
further and complementary article, which,

the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain.)

although possibly, even probably, anta-
sgonistic to the settled opinions of many
of my readers, would yet outline a fu-
ture constructive policy for Philately.
Circumstance, which has us all in its
maw, intervened, however, and for many
months I was unable to carry out my
project; now I will try to acquit myself
of the duty I have undertaken, and to free
myself from the charge of being merely
a destructive ecritie,

The whole aim of this article is to
propound a policy which will give our
hobby a more defined and honorable sta-



Stamps April 13, 1940

World's Fair International Stamp
Centennial Exhibition

HE International Stamp Centennial

Exhibition to be held at the New
York World’s Fair this summer will dis-
play selected pages from the collection
of the late Eugene Michel. This collec-
tion was recently bequeathed to the
Smithsonian Institution and it is only
through special arrangements with Mrs.
Catherine L. Manning, Curator of the
Philatelic Division of the Institute, that
this valuable philatelic property will be
shown at the World's Fair before it is
shown to the public at the Smithsonian
Institution itself.

The collection consists of postal sta-
tionery of every description issued by
countries of the entire world. valued at
approximately $50,000, but in keeping
with the theme of the Fair’s exhibit only
those sections comprising issues of Great
Britain, British Dominions and Colonies,
as well as the United States and its ter-
ritorial possessions will be shown at this
international exhibition.

Another outstanding attraction will be
the Charles Lathrop Pack collection of
early Canadian postage stamps which will
be exhibited through the courtesy of the
Collectors Club, to whom this valuable
material was left by Mr. Pack, one of
America’s foremost philatelists before he
died. The collection includes postage
stamps of comparatively low monetary
value, but studied and mounted in a man-
ner that proves that even cheap adhe-
sives can provide an infinite field for re-
search by the collector who will take the
time to study their plate flaws and varie-
ties. The Pack collection as most phi-

latelists know, won a Grand Award at
the International Stamp Exhibition held
several years ago.

®

Pony Express Design Defended
GUS J. LUHN, of St. Joseph, Mo.,

sends us a clipping from the St
Joseph Gazette, which snorts at the criti-
cism of the Pony Express design selected
by the Post Office Department for the
new stamp.

The various criticisms which easterners
have hurled at the design are amply met
with the summing up of the item in the
St. Joseph Gazette: “There were other re-
marks about ‘Riding academy experts’
and ‘English saddle cowboys, and the
entire East was reminded that the Pony
Express route was not over a bridle
path.” The only criticism the local boys
had for the design was that it should
have been inscribed with “St. Joseph,
Mo.,” and “Sacramento, Cal.”

In support of their defense of the de-
sign a drawing was shown of the Pony
Express saddle made by Israel Landis’s
famous saddlery, St. Joseph, Missouri; a
modified design of the regular stock sad-
dle used in the west. The drawing, by
George Gray, was based on research work
for his Hotel Robidoux mural.

An accompanying note below the draw-
ing of the ‘“Mochila” reads: “Mail
pouches were never in use on the Over-
land Pony Express. To avoid delay in
changing mounts, a leather mochila with
four hard leather cantinas or mail boxes
fastened to the skirt was thrown over the
saddle. The cantinas were locked with
small padlocks. Thus the rider could
change the mochila from one saddle to the
other and be away within the allotted
two minutes.

53¢
Gist of the News

Copies are now on hand of the
H. R. Harmer auction catalog for the
sale to be held April 29th and 30th,
featuring a specialized collection of
Scandinavian countries, and Portugal
and Colonies.

J. F. Johnson, of Whangerei, New
Zealand, sends us a first day cover
bearing the new Treaty Centennial
stamp, and postmarked with the spe-
cial cancellation (WA TAAGI AK)
that is in use for this occasion only,
and is actually from the site of the
signing of the treaty. Mr. Johnson
states that so far as he can gather there
are very few of the covers bearing this
mark in existence, as most of the cov-
ers were sent through the adjacent post
office of Russell. All dates on the
cover coincide—the stamp, the post-
mark, and the printed cachet all having
the date of February 6, 1940.

Another example of the present cen-
sorship in effect is submitted to us by
one of our Canadian subscribers who
had sent a letter to Holland requesting
information about a club he was inter-
ested in. His letter was returned to
him some weeks later by the Post
Office Department at Ottawa. It had
been opened, and partly sealed at the
left side with a white strip bearing the
notation “c.31” and a printed yellow
strip was enclosed headed “Postal Cen-
sorship” and reading “This letter s
returned as it is undesirable that post-
age stamps should be 1mported or ex-
ported at the present time.” The re-
verse of -the slip bore tHe 'same mes-
sage in French. Evidently'there is'a
postal censorship at Ottawa for}iuro-
pe"m mails.

AN IDEAL MARKET

(C. E. Bocker's Mail Sales)

q FOR THE SELLER

Our Mail Sales provide an excellent opportunity to sell
collections, accumulations or fine single stamps.

FOR THE BUYER

Our Mail Sales furnish a perfect medium for the collec-
tor, dealer or investor to purchase any quantity of stamps.

1. Prompt and complete settlement. 1. You may buy at your own price.

2. Accurate handling and accounting. 2. Lots are accurately described.

3. Wide distribution of catalogs to the RIGHT people. 3. Material is placed in the smallest p0551b1e lots.

4. Full ; 1 4. Readable catalogs make bidding easy.

3 Eulliinsuranceficoveragetonsali §Stanns. 5. Bids are listed carefully and special instructions fol-
5. Stamps may be sold with or without reserve. lowed.

6. Frequent sales provide a regular source of supply.

A postcard will place your name on the mailing list for
future sales.

DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE TO
ACQUIRE FINE STAMPS AT YOUR PRICE!

C. E. BOCKER. Waiderloo. N. Y.

6. Frequent sales provide a quick turnover.

Any quantity of stamps can be handled and further in-
formation will be supplied on request.

DON’T LOSE THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO OBTAIN CASH FOR YOUR STAMPS!
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The HARMER, ROOKE CO. take pleasure in announcing . . .
The Forthcoming PUBLIC SALE of the Outstanding

UNITED STATES COLLECTION
GEORGE R M. EWING

GOVERNOR COLLECTORS CLUB o F. R. P. S. L. ¢ MEMBER LISTING COMMITTEE B. I. A. ¢ A. P. S.

including the Magnificent ZOth CENTURY most complete ever assembled

To be held June 4, 5, 6, at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York

204A

551 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.
Telephone VAnderbilt 6-5843

LONDON OFFICE
2 ARUNDEL ST., STRAND

HIS is without question one of the finest

United States stamp collections embracing

all of the unusual stamps of the 20th Cen-
tury. No finer collection of these extremely in-
teresting and popular stamps has ever been made
available at any public sale.

Mr. Ewing’s fondness for “The finest copies” is
well known and collectors are now afforded an
opportunity to buy some of the “Finest pieces”
known among collectors.

482A single error complete pane
(illust. left)

360 295A

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

Among the many features we note the following highspots!

Pan-American issue—Ie¢, 2¢, 4c¢ center Inverted.
1916-17, 5¢ error imperf, panes showiny single and double errors.

20th Century imperf stamps (except #315) in blocks of 8; Arrows and Center
Lines in blocks of four.

Kosclousko pair, part perf; Von Steuben, block of 4 imperf.

Wisconsin, pairs, part perf; National Pirks issue, 2¢ Imperf and Imperf hori-
zontally; 5c imperf vertically.

Famous Scott 594, Ic green on superb corer.

U. S. coils in line pairs and Orangeburg single, all part of an unusual grouping
of these desirable stamps,

and a very strong showing of private perf coil stamps In pairs and strips.

Pony Express Covers as franked by $2 adhesive Wells-Fargo stamps. One of
the 3 covers is unusually attractive.

Pony Express (0c brown and 25¢ blue stamps on covers.

This collection
will be displayed
IN
BOSTON—FHILADELPHIA
CHICAGO--NEW YORK

See future issues of STAMPS for
deates.

Central Overland, Denver City, K. T., cover.
‘“‘Nicaragua ahead of Mails’’ in red oval (the rare ‘‘Sullivan’’ type).

Rare California items, including post and Co. and ‘“‘Schooner Vaquero,’”” as also
‘“‘Yacht Golden Gate’’ covers.

N. Y. 5¢ black tied to cover (the Western Hemisphere’s first adhesive stamp).

Practlcally all the plate varieties listed in the U. S. Stamp Catalogue Special-
ized) and the King-Johl books.

First Day Covers, 1922 to date complete.

Augusta, Ga. (Blockade) Adams cover; Fremont and Douglas Patrioties; Missis-
sippi and other ship covers; 851 Ic blue la, canceled; 1861, I0c dark green,
full gum; Colombian $2 Block of Four; 1894-95 $1 block, both types.

Air Mail, 1918 24c center inverted, revenues including R. E. 42 434¢.

482A double error complete pane
(illust. right)

C3A 363

296A

Send 50c for your copy of the catalogue of
this important sale; $1 if you wish catalogue
plus a priced list after the sale.




434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Feb. 23' 19359,

Mr, Clarence W. Brazer
415 L.zingtun.ﬁve.,
. New York, N.Y.

My dear Clearence:

Yéur two letters of recent date received and I will
reply to the last one first,

I note you would 1like to have some photographs made
and it gives me much pleasure to inform you that I will be
delighted to do the work for you and the charge will only
be the cost of the plates and paper, All I ask is that you
give me a 1little time so I can run the work thru with my
regular work, and also that you do not send me more than

~you actually need, Also I suggest you specify the size you

wish, I can assure you I will take special pains to get the
very best results and if any negatives are not 100%, I will

- make the poor ones over,

Now for your letter of the 15th, I was glad to get
your confirmation on the 5¢ New York die proof, I know very
little &f anything about the history of proofs - die or plate -
which are undoubtedly originals, The paper of this particular

‘eopy is the same or very similar to the India paper of the 1847

plate proofs, Suech items as the latter are without question,
originals -~ and are the very first impressions from the 1847
plates made in 1847,

Take the 5¢ plate proofs, These show many markings
I have never found on any of the stamps, Faint scratehes,
faint guide lines, ete, These I will refer to later, I avoid,
if possible repeating gossip, but I was told some years ago
that there was in existence, plate proofs on India, of both
panes of the 10¢ 1847 plate, ‘and EEJE Perry used these proofs
to reconstruct the plate, I do not believe this tale, nor did
I ever believe it, In the first place it is a slander on the
fine work Elliott did and in the second plate, Elliott would
not be capable of trying to claim credit where credit was not
due, The party who told me this tale, told me he had secen these
two proof sheets, Whether this is true or not I do not know, .
but I would bet the last dime I possessed that even if such
sheets exist, or did exist, that Elliott never saw them before
he did his plating of the 10¢ plate, I think I asked you at
one time if you had ever heard of such full proof sheets, and
as I recall you told me you had not, 1Is this correct? I have



[ '

#2¢
lir. Clarence W, Brazer - Feb. 28, 1939,

a record of the blocks, pairs, and strips of the 5¢ and 10¢

late proofs I have seen, I wonder if you have a similar
record and if yours is more complete than mine? I will
appreciate any information you can give me on the Original
Elato proofs,

" No, I am sorey to state, I have no data (other than
Luff) on the reprints of the 5¢ New York, I have often
wondered if the American Bank Note Company has some records
they have not made publie, Perhaps & search thru early
"philatelie publications might bring to light some facts.

I note carefully your remarks on the 1847 plates,

copper ve steel, I had a talk with Capt. Courteney at the
Tipex on this subjeet and he was quite positive the plates

were steel and not copper, but regardless of his opinion I was
not convinced because 1 have too smuch evidence in faver of j
copoer and vory little in favor of steel, ‘I wonder if the '
Taptein's opinion has not had its influonee on you to some

extent?

At any rate Clarence, I recognize tho fact that I do
not possess indisputable evidence, and until I can produce same,
anyone is entitled to their own opinion, :

‘ Regarding an unhardened steel plato. If you will read
- my chapter on the One Cent Plate One Larly, you will find I
expressed the opinion that this plate was not hardened until '
some months after it was made, In fact, I am quite positive it
was not hardened until along about liay 1852 ‘at which time 1t
was recut, and re-entered, There is all the difference in the
world to my eye between a Plate One Early stamp (unhardcnod)
and & Plate One Late stamp {hardened).

Thus in studying 1mprosaions I think I have learnoa
much regarding the following 1mproasio

A) Copper plate

B) Steel plate - not hardened

¢ o " = hardened

In addition, the latter (C) can be divided into difforont
classifications doponding entirely on, :

(A) the guality of the steel or iron
(B) the method of hardening

In my article in "Stamps" I cited a most excellent exs
ample of the difference in impressions from steel and copper
plates, I refer to the common Confederate stamp #210 in the
Catalogue, This design was engraved on steel - a steel roller,
(one reliefz wae made « and with this roller was made the
"Fpame Line" (Scott 209) copper plate of 100 positions,
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All of the above are facts and are matters of record,

' If you will refer to Dietz's book, you will find the proof, :
Yow the "Frame" oogper plate was made as an "experimental” plate
in January 1863, They had no transfer press in Richmond at that

“time and they had to make one, It was a very crude affair -

(see Dietz book), But the point is this; with a very crude
transfer press they rocked in 100 positions - one at a time on :
a copper plate, With the same roller they made two steel plates -
each o§.200 positions, low it 18 gqulite evident These two s%ooI
plates wore not hardened, in faect, we have proof that they were
not,

: Here we have a very fine sxanple of staups produced from
the same steel die, the same steel roller, but different plates,
vize,

(A) Copper plate

: vs

V(B)Vstooi plate, unhardened, 5

- As you well know I have worked on the Confed "Frame Line
plate"” since 1916, and in the 23 years I have succeeded in re-
eonstructing 95¢ of the plate, Without doubt, I know more about
this plate than anyone else in the world except, possibly Knapp,

Perhaps to an untrained eye there is no affarent differ-
ence between a #209 (copper) and a #210 (steel) but to my eye
there is as much difference as there is between day and night,

Regarding the 1847 plates, I do not intend to mention in
- this letter to any great extemt, the guestion of the mumber of

impressions printed from the -five cont pletes, & e

EEEBer printed from the one 10¢ plate. explained this fully
in my article in "Stamps" and in spite of all argumemts to the
contrary I think I presented a very c¢lear picture of what was
possible and what ne doubt occurred, I cannot belleve you read
my article carefully, and if you did not, will you please do me
the favor to do B0,

. However I will state this one fact regarding impressions,
It is a matter of record that 4319 impressions were struck from
the one 10¢ plate and yet there is no such a thing as an actual
worn plate 10¢ 1847 stamp in existence today, for the simple
reason that the plate after 43519 impressions showed practically
no wear, I think it is a matter of record that at least 28,000
impressions were struck from Plate One Early (One Cent 1851) -

an gggardensd steel Elato - before it was re-entered, mmdut, and
ened, y ere exists today no copy of a Plnio

One Early stamp which shows the sliigﬁoat sign of glato wear, |

because I know, and can prove beyond any guestion a that

Plate One Early, after 28,000 impressions, showed practically no

wear at all, :

In comparison, we have plenty of 57 1847 stamps which are
wonderful examples, (perhaps none better) of a worn plate, Ix=-
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amine most any 5Z 1847 cover used in lato 1849 or the first
six months of 1850, and the chances are the stamp will show

~ extreme gluto wear, yet all such worn Elato examples come
roum & to 59000 lmprouions, ch required two g_ratoa.

I don't care what Capts Courteney says, he may think
he is right, but the faects we have, simply do not make sense ,
“ to a statement that the 1847 platos were stool, and an une &
hardened stnl plnu at that,

, . Reguiring only 18000 lmpressions of the 5¢, there would
never have been any need of & second plate if the é Elato was
made of steel, Ve know a second 57 plate was made eon-
- Tract had only about & year to run, and it is perfectly obvious -
why a new plate had to be made, The great majority of five

cont stamps on covers used early in 1850, were so badly w ot
that 1t really is a wonder the Government acco'ﬁfi! Eﬁm, %‘ such
~ mlsemble worn condition, ;

Optnions and thmion are one thing 01aronco but evi-
dence is more substantial, While we haven't the actuai proof, we
aurely have evidence which is so strong that the plates were
co and not steel that we scarcely need the documenta¥y

ence to prove our argument, If anyone can show me why it

EAGUEDE e steel plates for the 5¢ to ebtaln 18,000 paptbssions,
I will then : re 1s & flaw in my argunent,

. Perkins Bseon obtained over 1,000, 000 Mpruuions from
one of their Penny Black steel platos in tho early Forties,

yet the argument is made oiiy He & E, could not obtain 18,000
impressions from two steel plates, without one of them becoming
so badly worn, the bac onnd around the mddallion had almost
entirely disappeared, It simply does not make sense,

I have hud qui.t. a lot of correspondence with various

. collectors on this subject, and off hand I call to mind three

men who have had mctical experience with steel and coppers All
agree with me that by no possible chance were the 1847 plates
made of steel, ) '

We know the St, Louils Bear stamps were from a copper plate =
. We know the Providente stamps were from a copper plate = We know
the Brattlebore was from a copper plate and it is useless to argue
with anyone that the 5¢ New York was from a atool plates Without
any question this 40 subject plate was co If you belleve ,
this, then compere a 10¢ 1847 with a 5¢ Hew Yark. The impressions
Ehe same, Likewise compare the heads on the 57 and 107 1847
vith the same heads on bakk notes which we know were printed from
copper plates,

You guoted the R, W, He & E, eircular of 1854, and 80 did
I quote the same c¢irculer in my article, In fact I published
an illustration of it in the A,P, sometime in 1936, But Clarence
this eircular was issued in 1854 whereas the 1847 platoa were
made in 18470
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In your letter you statod that R,9.H, & By xxxx " made

‘a new 5¢ plate after printing 30,000 impressions" ete, I den't

mow how you got any such figures because fhe records show that
they only printed 4,400,000 5/ stamps from two plates and of this
amount only 3,600,000 were issued to the pu » the balance
were deatrmd. ‘i’nenforo the stamps we have today, the ones

we s came from this total of 3,600,000 stamps, This is

but 18, impressions, Surely you mis-read my article, surely
you u& not read 1t carefully and digest each word and argument
because in all candor I cannot believe you would have differed
with me had you not received a wrong impression or jumped to an

“@rroneous eoncluuon.

: - Four mns.on, four hundred thousand staups is but 22,000
impressions, yet you state after ”t*gg 30,000 impressions from
first plate they made & new. onée this was a fact, n I
‘wou t plate was not copper because I am surely
not silly enough to believe they could have ebtained 30,000 im-
pressions Irom a copper plate, If you belleved that I hold any

such a =illy idea then surely you must have had very little re-
spect for sny argument I wonld put forth on the subjoct of eopper

glctn va steel,

: I do not think it is fair to compare p:letm steel plates
20 X 28 of that period with stamp plates, There is actually no
eomxmrison and I need not go into any detail with you why the
~artist us teel for such engravings, You know as well as I do,
it was the oifocf that was wanted, and surely if they could have
obtained the s same effect from coppor, thoy would have used copper,
You know th!.a as well as I doe- :

5 I netc you state in your lettor that you "believe the 1851 -
‘1¢ piate 1 was steel not hardened as haraonod steel cannot be re- -
touched", T8 above stated 1 went into this subject qite thoroughly
in Volume One of my recent One Cent work, Surely you have not read
my remarks, WMay I ask as a favor that you read - page 24, last

paragraph.

- Yon stated in your letter you belleved that Topman C.,C, &
Col spoiled several 1l¢ plates in an effort to harden them, I can
~ truthfully state we have absolutely no evidence to this effect,
I suggest you read my verious remarks on Plate One, They did a lot
of oxperimnung on this plate, showing their inexperience in

ing steel s latess This experimenting is proved by the
"Inve ted tr 'n'xmo‘cu'ai and the mixup in the top row of the right
panes Here we have the whole story. I know this plate from "A"
to "Z" and from "Z" to "A" and I defy anyone to prove my arguments
are wrong, I have studied this plate intensively for so many
yoars I simply cannot be wrong and no one has ever intimated I
was wrong in any of my deductions, I have not simply reconstructed
Plate One Barly and Plate One Late, but I have studled each posi-
S0 domn U9 Yk Sedt atnite SAtatl o bobh SCAbGS. of YhE Piutes
I have compared various inpressions from each position on Plate
-One Early with the samé positions on Plate One Late and have
studied the differente in this way from each position in the
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early state with the late statc. i do think ) § know : ;
lato rmtod st and I do think I know co
my eye tells me there is as mcﬁ Hﬁr’emco
E‘Eero Is;Etwoan day and night, Really my dear Clarence

thia is not unadulterated braggadocis but simply eold fact:a.
ét least I am honest 1n believing them to be facts, %

When my eye polnts ont these vcry apparent ditrmncu,
. how can I poseibly believe that Capt., Courteney could be right
in at&ting the 1847 plttoa were steel?

I have stated many t!.nos that I wu firmly convincod
that the only way to study our early Us S, stamps, was to re-
construct as many plates as possible, Chase was the most
thorough student we have ever had on U, 8, stamps, Plating
gave him a verfy keen eye and actual knowledge that no non-
plating student possessed, I have tried to follow in Doc's .
footsteps and what knowledge I have gained by so doing, I am
absolutely positive could not have been gainod in nxv othar
L manne,

Whm Perry mmstmctad the 107 1847 plato he had had
practically no plating experience, therefore there is 1little = .
wonder that in reconstructing this one plate, he did not realize
it was a copper plate instead of a steel plate, I had given
the subject EI‘&'EO or no thought until I got into an argument
- with him on the unique 10¢ 1847 Knapp double transfer, I studied
this staap for two solid months, I made every test I knew how,

I dreemed about 1t, enlarged photographs and countless other ex-

- periments, I was actually up against it, I could not account for
. certain characteristics of certain dou‘blo 1ines on the Enapp

_stamp, there was nothing siamiler in all the dvu%o trmrors of
the 17 1851 or 1f 1857 4And then the truth da on me - a8
10¢ Knapp stamp was a cher glato douhlo %tcrg not a s
doublo transfer, NoO wonder I cou got the solu
was 8 or 80 hard, I had to discard all my Co

steel doubh transfers, and make comparisons with the ouble
EFm'I’ers" on the CEF.l""od Frm Line copper printed atmp. ; ‘

This this is the way I first discovered the 5¢ and 10¢ 184'1
were printed from r plates and not from sto;} plates, Uith
copper, the Knapp a%amp was an entirely different proposition and
a muth more simple problem, To date I have neot divulged all I
learned, nor I have I told the real cause of the EKnapp variety
but ir the time ever comes, I think I can prove it is genuine be-
yond any question of a doubt, Dut I can tell you this my dear
Clarence, I could not prove it is genuine if the plate was steel,
because if it was steel, there could not exist any explanation as
' to how it happened, Here is where I had Elliotts He thought the
plate was steel so of course the stamp was a fake, He first saild
it was a painting - then he withdrew this opinion and said it was
a "kiss" of some sort. He had to ¢oin a new name to ecall 1t, se

he christened it "am imitation ahg;t".v Now I have no idea what an
"imitation shift" is on¥¢ | Elliott has,
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: Aa you will mall Knayp tumod t-ho stamp over to the
, Amerlun Bank Hote Co, experts and they confirmed my opinion
it was gemu.nc, th.retm an uml plate variety. ;

I know rrom my m ht‘naivo atudy ‘that a cortain )
var.tety of double transfer fr¢ oy plate can be very

anr ‘ron & steel plate.

_~ I don't need any opinion on this sbjoct from any bank note 2T
~ engraving expert, He studies mthodn and rosulu but I have s

studied very mimtely, M essions i , A

So much for my belief 1n tho copper plate thoory of the
1847 plates, Perhaps 1 cannot convince you I am right, beceuse
you have not had the years of plating experience I have had,
-1 do honestly belleve if you had had egqual plating experience
I would not have to attempt to convince you, because yon would
recognizo that certain ovideneo cannot be disputed, ‘

(&,  Perry was able to reconstruct the 10¢ plate boemso the «
Prame 1ines on each position were recut, There was no recutting
on the two 57 plates, hence no such guides to plate reconstruction,
But the prineipal reason the 57 1847 plates cannot be roconstruc?g
- 1s because the two plates 'e”ﬁ On the plate p

i One) wo ‘find plenty of plating and plate proefs (Plate One)

can b elatod, mgnrdlou of the fact there was no recutting, But
e plates being co these plating marks soon wore down and

disappeared, Hence 59! plates cannot be plated. md anyono who
ustea any timo 1n the offm uill be vm foonah.

On the bhher hand, 1: cithar of the 5¢ plates had been
steel And even if the totﬂ. 18,000 Lmpressions had Deen struek
- Trom one® plate, the fine ating marks would not have disappeared
and hence Doth' plates ‘be reconstructed, if they were of
gteel, I know whereof I spu:k because I know how the fine plaung
marks lasted on the 1l¢ Plate One Early stamps, of which there were
“at least 28,000 impressions struck before the platc was re=sntered,
recut and ho.rdmod. If these plating marks had woran away I could
never have reconstructed Plate One Early in spite of tha ract I :
had Plate One Late as a guido. : _

You montloned Steve Brown's 10¢ 1855 Donbla Transfer, I
examined it in 1934 and pronounced it genuine, but at the time I
had meny misgivings, Dut what ecould I do? I couldn't ignore it,
and I couldn't prove it was a’ pa.inting. I convinced myself it nmat
be geruine and so indorsed it in my book, But since 1934 I have
learned many things I did not know at that time, Now I have a
very up-to-date labratory and I ean positively identify fakes
which would have bothered me several years 220, I have the most
efficient quertz lamp on the market, It was made eapecially for
my reguirements and tho fact 1-, 1t has really not been placod on
the markat.

For some weeks I have been making experiments with quartz
lamp photography and I have been amazed at some of my experimontl,
for I have recorded on ‘special plates with special filters, cer= :
tnin very 1mpcrtant roatw'cs which I was umble to detect with the
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- ‘oye under the lamp, I wni soon bo able to produce fine
photographic prints showing the most clever of faking, and
certain of these features camnot be seen with the eye,

If I could subject that Steve Brown 10¢ double transfer
- to my test I am pesitive I could prove whether it is genuine

. or whether it is a painting, Confidentially I do not know

. which it 1s, but I strongly suspect it is bad, Please make no
mention of ihia bit of confidence to anyone, £ K

‘This reminds me of Soureants recent advorthmonts ,

R 5 Ilokoel'l. I doubt if he is doing what I am, He is guite

a resourceful chap and if he can bring science to the aid of
philately in detecting the many, meny fake covers on thp market
"and in colloetions thruout the country, 1 am for him,

I alnost overlooked the last reference in ym 1etter -
that 1s regerding a re-entry on a copper plato - distortion of
ad joining designs etes When we consider "Double transfers" on *
. a copper plate, we must discard practically all the methods used
in the "re-entry” of a steel plate, To explain exactly what
I mean would require much detail and I know you are worn out by
this long letter, I can briefly answer your question thus -
yes. if a copper plate was re-entered in the same way certain re-
“entries are made on a steel plate, I am convinced the adjoin!.ng
designs would be distorted, , :

: Clarence, I trust you will pardon this long and tiresome
letter, but the object has been to give you a few helpful
thoughts, If I have succeeded then I have been well repaid, If
I havo fnilod, I can only sgyy accept my apologles,

‘But one more word, no disagreement, 1 am sure w‘.lll ever
orfoct our sincere frundahip, because rather than lose any part
of i, ¥ 'ould gladly agree with you, _

Sincerely yours,
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Mr. Stanley Be Ashbrook
434 Se Grand Avee.
Fort Thomas, Kye

Deer Sten:

This is my first day back in the office since returning from Florida,
and I have just read through your letter of Februery 25th, and the copy
of the letter which you sent to Clarence Brazer.

All along, I have followed your arguments on this copper vs. steel
subject very carefully, and your entire stend has sounded very convinc=
ing end logical to me.

I heve seen nothing thaet refutes your theories and I would ettach no
importence at all to Capte Courtney's remark for he claims no knowledge
of the printing processes but was merely expres31ng an offhend opinion
without study or real knowledgee.

He has occesion to go through the American Benk Note records from time
to time, end he hes in mind this controversy, so if anything should
develop to clear it wp I am sure he will turn it over to me.

I am very friendly with Capts. Courtney, and he is very anxious that I
meet the president of his concern in the near future in order to try
to develop a plan to sell more stamps to foreign govermments.

That's a swell endorsement of your views that you have received from
Chase, and I am returning his letter to you, as requestede I had a talk
with George Sloane over the phone sbout this matter recently and he did
not seem to be any too sure of his positione.

I hed hoped to see Ernie Jacobs in St. Petersburg while I wes there,

but a letter just received from Saul Newbury tells me thet he was stopping
to see you first and then proceeding to Dalton, Ga. before he went to

Ste Pete, so would undoubtedly arrive after I had lefte.

Your letter to Clerence certainly bears out whet I hed seid sbout your
calming down, but it is apperent in all of your actions lately end I
very much approve of it, Our little world is altogether too small to
creete unnecessary enemies and we get so much more joy out of life by
all being friends.

Your display advertisement started last week, as you no doubt noted, and

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -2e

I hope you will get good results from ite

HLL:B

Ence

cc letter to Brazer
letter from Dr. Chese

March 13, 1939

Sincerely yours,
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PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NEW ORLEANS

VOL. IV. DECEMBER '39. No. 9.

R ' : :
| X-§i£‘3 RINRY L~J J 4/‘
%‘R\\\\)\) i tobe held b C V%Z&//’
@} MARCH 8,9,10-1940 Z/}
1?‘ ‘ uiapy - v s R - T
TR HOTEL RODBRRLT . )
' under the auspices of the
PHILATELIC SGCI_EZY OF NEW QRLEANS
an
CRESCENT CITY STAMP CLURB

‘. St sac
¥

icommemorate the 100 th
arranged in connection anniversary of the First

with this show to Postage Stamp

PENNY BLACK of GREAT BRITAIN
ISSUED MAY btk 1840

: To make-it the largest and finest exibition ever held in the
South, the memnbers of the two clubs MU3T cooperate by planning now
what they are going to snter. This show ought to have three hun-
dred frames and we¢ can havse that many mercly by being dctermined
to cooperate with the committee fully. This committee 1s already
formulating plans for a successful show and with your help we can
hgxe the recognition of holding the star philatelic exhibition of
1940.

Plan to exhibit not only stamps you have already shown, but
also new stamps and countries. We have all the frames you neecd.
All you have to do is remove the pages from your albums and turn
them in to the Chairman and he will do: the rest.

As suggested, a special poster stamp will be issued for the
exhibition. A contest for an apprapriate 'design is to be held in
~the two clubs and a cash prizqawarded to the winner. It need not

necessarily be a finished drawihg -- a good 1dea in a rouzh sketch
may win the prize. In order tc have a fair znd impartial Jjudging,
+ 1t 1s requested.that -thz contcstants do het affix thelr names to
. .the gketéhes, as the Jommittse hzs othesr means of ldentifying themn,
All members from both ciubs ean compete and there 1Is no limit to
the number of ‘shetches any one msnber can submite e
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%233 East Hazeltine Avenue
KEI’R-’!OEE: N. ‘{o

JAN. 9. 1989

434 South Gzand Avenue,
Fort Thomas. Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:-

Thanks a lot for your letter and also for the
enclosed album page.

As a matter of fact I am having two different &
PROTECTAPAGES made up just for your size album page and hope
to have the samples within the next few days. As soon as I
get them, will send you one. One, by the way, I am having
made so that it is open at the top, the other will open along
the inner side where the post holes are, so that when the bimder
is locked the page is also locked.

Ls regards affecting the stamps. The factory assure
me that there is not the least danger of this., The substance is
the same materail as kodapak, excepting not quite as static. The
PROTECTAPAGE will be about 1/4" wider and 1/8" higher than the
page to permit both variations in the page itself, as well as 1o
tske care of the small ambount of shrinkage.

For your files, I am enclosing a history of the
CITY OF BERLIN., And I see in to-day's newly arrived lMekeels that
an old cover is illustrated, in re the "NA 1" postal marking.
It was sent by the EAGLE, according to the inscription on the
cover. I believe that I have the history of the EAGLE, as well
as a picture of her, This might interest both you and Dr. Babcock.
At least I hope it's the same boat.

I enclose same also separately. What do you think
of the Mediterranean SEA POST mark on the reverse of cover enclosed?
With best regards,
Cordially yours,

ERIK HEYL

—

|
Mr. Stanley.B. Ashbrook, .
|









FOR INFORMATION OF

FrROM CLARENCE WILSON BRAZER, REGISTERED ARCHITECT

CROZER BLDG., CHESTER, PA. 232"MADISON"AYE., NEW YORK CITY
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& printed card filline a normal size envelope whieh card cone
. tained & description of each value. This was done in 139@ and
in April 1870 in which case there was a printed letter in place
of the eardé which containg no deserintion oF the 7¢ stamp.
Cards similar to the 1869 issue but with = red border instead of
blue were later printed and enclosed wit gcomplete set of Indiag
Paper Froofs includins 7¢ value,

a8 our govermment did this first with India paper proofs,

‘ still adhering to India naper backing, thev probably took no notice
to later proofs printed on ecardboard andas early as 1%70 egtablished
the latter by whie" thev have been zenerally known q* a eﬂted, ever
since, Some of the 1893 P.i.G, reports referred to ﬂrwo which

no doubt inecluded what might b= called reprint Prﬂ“’° by one teche
nieallv minded, Th- Atlanta EBxhibition Cardboard Impressions 1831
5 eolors included a number of values ( such as the 1373 3¢ greeen)
that closely ressembled the colors .of the stamps a

8 e, yetrlg who first

the nree

vious 187% printing o cardboard proofs,
iarketed t all bqt 1 believe Scott's Catalog
may have b trial color proofs, u_th uzh
of thia I ¢ ent, the imerican usage of the
rord nroofl made from the stamp designs
as soli to (2) color, paper, or e: eri‘**tgl
form. Any . : from that sold to t nubli
is an essay re sg of c¢o paper o X 1 T
renerally ; esaay:
approval o to ¢
cases, essayn nted at
lied hnnt»vz
T
S

ed sazll d
~i? preoofs, however, are not u11
1C ! 3 ssue and the 1¢

T tions and 2 da 18
3¢ 63 and 10¢ 1873 and all of whieh ﬁi

“ -

}
s had been re~engraved
leagt to the extent of a secret mark. 7h9 so=galled 1861 fir

ue are not proofs similar to the nremiesre gravures as tho
rom incompleted designs, but to satisfy ﬁT
ateliste, the extraneous ornaments were removed from a lift transe
fer rold before it was harden and laid down on a new die. All
the interior & Jit} @l 1l'nes found on tle regular 1861 issue are
till apparent an t'e resulting i 8 are meither premiere
rravure or rezgular issue and 1 beli t therefore under the
above “e’t***lnxs bw clased with e

(=0

e}
ot
]

=

m

3gays were taken

The I adonted thes word SAMPLE for reprints or speeia
i ———— 3
printings current in 1889 ( probably to nrevent use for

>

or identification and in lieu of egsavs tobe

ders) which were attached to t e s ”cif’outi“n

ama Samnle A when th
- 3

poataze ag
submitted

asubmitted ] and used the 2 A colors
L o ) F e . e : ¢ %
were chan 1@ second specifications, This word uulﬂl
therefore, cially used for desizne similiar to ths St@ﬂﬁ“
currently nd + &~ not b*,wnve it s 17 be applied to the
ineomplete designs qaﬁ essays f«)‘ tted to the gov't. I r approval
in 1361, ete Thegse werc resl essavs. eXs vy lp the same class

H:) scna ¥3Zo¥D

' ’ D HOAMZN v
as the small mum gy Bes J“““'ﬂ’;'"“ i the 247 a v 18
n qwuaag 8.8% Ve e lbt - WG;HZ ¢ and 307 1861
e

premiere gravures Which are a comn desimns essayed for
u_‘v_)prov,ul‘ 40 NOl.LVINHOle HO.:!
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CLARENCE W. BRAZER
’ Philatelist

U. 5. PROOFS & ESSAYS
EXCLUSIVELY

American Philatelic Society ik
File Number X Collectors Club—New York New York City
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‘ FRANK [. BINGHAM
32 SIXTH AVENUE

New York, N, Y.
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FRANK |I. BINGHAM
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' o b B el TUTRGRE e 1 e s N e AW
‘” ‘ b R o Fort Thomas, Eye e B A

VMre. Frank I. Bin »
32 Sixth Ave" - A
New Ycl’k’ NeXo

Dear Mr.»Bingham'

Sy - am.returning herewith the covers you forwarded to me under

date of the 18th, This is an extremely interesting little %ot

and I have had quite & bit of pleasure studying each one, (uite

a few of the markings were new to me and I was very much pleased

to heve the opportunity of making & record of them, ' It has only |
been a ratter of regent years that I peid a great deal of: sl v ey
tentlon to the markings found on stampless cCovers, hence many . .. . .
are entireély new to mes We Tind s6 many interesting markings: on - . ¢
stampless covers which are never found on covers with stamp, and
net Infrequently various such : drkings tie 1n with those found s,
on covbrq with cstampa, _ ; :

To ohe who only collects covors writh atamps auch an item ag
“your Ft, Larswie is an item unknown, I have always liked WAY
eovers but such markings on covers with starips seem te be coniined
prineipally to-several large cities like New Orleans, Fobile, :
Baltlmore, stce The list d9:%ery. linited,

o I en enclosing herewith a list of comments on the majority of
your items, I would 1like to have you eensider these memarks as
in no wise authorative, but rather just erxpressiong of opinions. ‘

- The study of what various markings actually meent, where many were
applied, and many kindred problems, regerding them, is indeed
quite a lavge field to cover, and the more that I . study the vari=
ous problems the more I. realiﬁe how very.-little we know in conie
parison to the amount of knOWledge whieh no doubt ie pessible B el 7
acquire. LS ; i T e

I wish you would go over my comnente earefully and I wi11
welcome any criticisms you gare to offer.

i greatly apppeciate your kind co-opera?ion and may 1 1nqu1re if
you have any objeetion to me mentioming or 111ustrnt1ng any or .-
your covers in any future a*tielea I may write? . L

With kindest rogards,

Cordially yowrs, . 0 4



#1 = I have noted this same black marking4on a number of circulars
mailed from New York between Mar, 1849 and Jan, 1854, All were
sent out by different firms, It is possible that handstamps
of this type were purchased by firms who sent out large numbers
of eirculars, I doubt if it was & handstamp used at.the N,Y,P.0,.

#2 « Quite nice « 1837 ~ Rate €¢ plus 1¢ WAY due on delivery. I like
any cover showing WAY, as I am trying to see how many d@dfferent
types and towns I can locates I have never extended this search
much further back than 1847, This is a new one to me and quite
interesting.

#3 = Et, Laramie - This is the earliest I have ever seen, though
Konwiser lists this same handstamp on a cover of July 1, 1851, in
the 3.C,C, He glves it "C.R" and adds "or perhaps "O.R." In
the 1851 offieial list of U, S. Post Offices it is listed as
"Fort Laramie, Clackamas Ccunty, Oregon, James S, Tutt, Postmaster.”
Considering thig I am rather inelined to believe the "0.R," stood
for Oregon, rather than "Oregon Route,” In later year the abbreviae
tion for the territory was quite comuonly "0 R" and also the same
after statehood in 1859, It is strange that whoever made the
handstamnp put a dot between the 0 and R,

#4 « This is extremely nice and most wnusual, As a Registered item it
is & gem, Postage &¢ - Registered fee 5¢ « both pald in cash,
Quite wnusual to see & handstamped Paid after Jan, 1, 185€, It
is possible the use may have been Dec. 10, 1855,

#5 « Unpaid from London to New York via Boston by Cunard Liner, "24"
Beston applied -« "19 cents" London applied « the Pritish debit te
I,?‘ Et 3 }; ) O. I)GPt °

#8 = Pre-treaty « 375¢ plus 2¢ - 303¢ rate, The Liverpool "Paig"
denotes only British prepayment to Boston, This was a double rate
letter - 2 X 183¢ -~ Boston to N,¥Y, = The British paild was two ‘
shillings - There were enclosures - total British and U, S,
aprrox, 875¢. Liverpool to Boston - 15 days ~ a slow trip record
by Cunader then wag Liverpool - Halifax, 10 days « Halifax to
Liverpool approx, 1l days. HRates at this period of "Soz"
aprlied to double rated shlp letters, thus not common,

#1 - Quite odd and new to me,
1 n ] " . on

#9 = California to Denmark and a rate I cannot explain,

#10« Early Recorded letier - forerunner of the Registered Mail,

#1lle Ypsilenti « Way 11 - 10¢ 1¢ Unpeid,

’5}12’ Baltimore Drop - 1856 - The odd little eneircled "1"

\ . PRGN

#l4~ Way 6 « new to me, From New York to Webster, Masse It is hard
to figure out exactly where the Way 6 was applied, In ell
probability when 1t reached the hands of the maill agent on the
run (R.R,) from Allyn's Point, Conn, to Worecester, The routes
were from N.Ye via Steamboat - Route #8028 to Norwieh - via E.R,
Route #6%4 « Norwich to Webster (Terminus of the R,R, waz Allyn's
point, south of Norwich)e It is therefore possible the letter
was placed aboard the steamboat at N.Y., (carried out of the mail)
and handed direct to the mail agent at Norwiches This is an ine
teresting cover and quite an extraordinary combination, The
steamboat c¢aptain therefore got the 1f Way feo, which was pald by
the Route Agent, : -

#15 «This partieular N,Y, marking is quite scarce - Unpald double rate
Ne¥. to 5,F, via Pename, It is 1856 (jan.20) or earlier, Could
not be later than an 1855 Jan, 20,

#16« An 0dd Drop marking which is new to me,
#17= Also new to me used at S,F. This type was used at a number of
Eastern cities but I had no idea the type was used at S.F.

#18« I was extremely glad to see this cover, especially those two
yellow markings, front and back, By any e¢hance have you a duplicate
of the back marking? I caunot make out the word at top whieh looks



#24

‘ like "Ingrosa” - the bettom "N. America" possibly sccounts
for the "N.A." markings applied at Havana to meil from this
country at later dates. The N,0. "Paid 121" is fer from common,

#19 «St., Louis to Prussia in 1854 - Unpald, Rate 30¢ -« Black N.Y.
23¢ debit to Prussia, The "22" is a Prussien merking, exact
? meaning unknown.

#20- - -

#21l= I judge this weas stamped "Too Late" because it missed the sailing
of the Cunard Liner Canesde - and hed to lay over for the next
gailinges Jan, 19 to Peb, 18 indicates this, Prepaid 24¢ with
Ue. S5, credit of 197 to G.D. shows it went Cunard Line, The
Too late wes no doubt applied at N,¥. if above is correct.

#22+ Prepaid 30¢. This rate applied to Prussia and I doubt if the 30¢ -
qg prepaid the letter all the way to Vienna,

#23« I have no record of the marking on this cover reading "4 England"
ete, The 21¢ prepald the letter via Americen Packet only to
Liverpool, (Collins Line) :

#24~ New Orleans to Norway in 1853 - I judge this was e double rate and
postage prepaid only to G.Bs From Boston via British Packet
therefore credit to G,B, of 2 X 19, or 38, (unité a nice as®o rte
ment of markings on this item,
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The Badger Studio

Artistic Portrarture

Madison, Wrs.

I have for szle a very fine copy of the 1l¢ 1851 Scotts number 32,
Type 99R2, a photographic copy of which I am enclosinge.

This stamp will be sold before March 1, to the hizhest mail
bidder. NNo bid under $150.00 considered.

Stamp will be mailed to responsible parties for 3 day insnection.

I shall reserve the rizht to reject any or all bids.

If 10t interested at this time, kindly file this letter and copy

for future reference.

609 State Street
Phone Badger 7904 “Photographs Live Forever™



B
The Badger Studio

A rtistic Portraiture

Madison, Wis.

¢

January 25, 1940

Dear lr. Cole;

1 have for sale a very fine copy of the 1l¢ 1851, Scotts number 32,

-

am enclosinz.

Type 3 99R2, a photozraphic copy of which
This stamp will be sold before lMarch 1, to the hizhest mail
bidder. No bid under $150.00 considered.
Stamp will be mailed to responsible parties for 3 day inspection.
I shall reserve the right to reject any or 2ll bidse
If not interested at this time, kindly file this letter and copy
for future reference.

Very truly yours,

SJL/or

609 State Street
Phone Badger 7904 “Photographs Live Forever"
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POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES !’%1 One Weot Jorty-seventh Street
ALBUMS AND BoOKS " Nework City

HUGH M.CLARK, - - - President
THERESA M.CLARK, Vice President
ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer

January 17, 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear gtan:

Under date of Jan. 8th Harry Lindquist forwarded to me your
letters of Dec. 19, 1939 and Jan. 6, 1940 relative to the ar- .
ticle on the 12¢, 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ imperfs. of 1860 which you
havewritten for Harry. He also enclosed the article itself.

In talking with Harry one night before I saw the article, I
mentioned an incident which evidently you do not know. I now

have been over the whole article and as Harry asked me to let

him have my reactions, I am sending & carbon of this letter to
Barry.

In the first place this particular Payen cover was offered in the
Worthington Sale. One of our customers, a Mr. H. Davis Ives, wanted
us to bid on the stamp (together with many other items) for him.
Mr. Luff examined all of the items desired by Ives before the
auction. When the sale took place, we bought this cover for Mr.
Ives. I do not remember the price (but think it was $1050.00) and
charging a small commission for executing the bid. Shortly after
the sale Mr. Ives heard comments affecting the standing of the
cover and talked with me about it. MNMr. Luff then seemed perfect-
ly certain that the cover was genuine and at my request wrote me

& seven page letter under date of August 29, 1917, which I am
enclosing herewith. This has been in the Reference Collection

and I will ask you to return it to me at your convenience. This
letter satisfied Mr. Ives thoroughly and the stamp remained in his
collection for sometime. I cannot say just how long without going
into our old bocks. I believe, however, that it was about two years
later that Mr. Luff talked to me concerning this cover and said he
would like to see it again, whereupon I wrote to Mr. Davis Ives who
sent the cover in. Mr. Luff spent sometime checking and examining
it and finally came to me to tell me regretfully that he was con-
vinced that he had been mistaken in his previous opinion of the
cover and had come to the conclusion that the stamp was a trimmed
copy. He could not explain in any way, even to myself, how, when,
where or by whom the trimming could have been done. On receiving
Mr. Luffts verbal statement, I imwmediately issued our check to Mr.
Ives for the full amount of the purchase price plus the commission
and sent it to him together with a full statement of facts as to



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -e- January 17, 1940

Mr. Luff having changed his opinion. The cover thus became
the property of the Scott Co. and has been in the Reference
Collection ever since. I did not feel at liberty even to

mention Mr. Luff'!s changed opinion to Morgenthau feeling we
had no possible grounds on which to return it to Morgenthau
or ask for a refund. Mr. Luff had guaranteed it and I felt
this held Mr. Morgenthau blsmeless and harmless from claims.

Now, there is the full story of the incident referred to.
Apparently Mr. Luff had no reason then to doubt or question
the issuance of a 30¢ stamp but only the genuineness of this
particular copy. The change in the wording of the note in the
Catalogue following the listing of #39 was done by me in an
effort to make the statement more acceptable to you. I think
you could very well comment on this in reference to the eighth
paragraph on page 2.

The seventh paragraph on page 9 quotes Mr. Luff as saying that ¢
the cover in dquestion was the peculiar brown orange shade. I

refer you to his letter of August 29, 1917, enclosed, and can
further state that from a check today on the coleor of the stamp

it is not brown orange.

I think, Stan, you have made & very careful analysis in a work-
manlike manner as is usual with you, but to my mind you have only
circumstantial evidence to go on; very strong circumstantial evi-
dence, I will admit, and the inference to be drawn is as you have
drawn it. I feel that probably you are right but you have proven
nothing definite. I have felt that the catalogue notation was
sufficiently clear but evidently you feel it is not. To my mind
it placed these stamps on the same basis as, for example, #191b.
Perhaps, however, you would prefer to see them listed as minor
varieties of Nos. 52, 53 and 54.

I appreciate to the fullest your feelings and attitude as expressed
in your letter to Harry. In spite of sll the care and presentation
that one can possibly give, it remains in many places a distinct
slap on Mr. Luff's judgment and raises a query as to my motives in
retaining the listing.

Mrs. Clark's comment was with reference to albums in view of the
fact that the trend of demand from collectors today is for the
elimination from printed albums of the so-called unobtainable items
or, at least, the arranging of the pages in such a way that the
high-priced things will be on pages which can be removed from the
book without eliminating spaces for obtainable stamps.



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -3- January 17, 1940
I do not know anything else to add to this. I have the
cover if for any reason you would like to study it again.
I am returning the manuscript , illustrations and your
letters of Dec. 19th and Jan. 8th to Harry by messenger,

together with a copy of this letter.

With kind regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

SCOTT PUBLICATIONE, Inc.

lute I i

L IWGH %5 LARK

HMC:JK
. Cs to Nr. . Lindguist

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Mr. Clark was at the office only long enough
to dictate this letter and asked me to sign and send out
for him.

Jean Koor, Secy.




Scott Stamp & Coin Co.y
207 Broadway
(Branch of.127 Madison Ave, New York Aug. 29, 1917

Mr, Hs M, Clark
127 Madison Ave.,
New York City.

My dear Mr, Clark:

I return herewith the U, S. 1851-57 50c imperforate, on cover,
purchased by you at the Worthington auction.

1l have discussed this stamp with a number of collectors and
dealers, Mr, Krassa, Mr. Morgenthau and Mr. Power are of the
opinion that it is genuinely imperforate.

L also brought 1t before the A.P.S. Expert Committee, My fellow
members Mr, J, A, Kleemann and Mr. J. M. Bartels hold the opinion
that it was once a pertorated stamp from which the perforations
have been cut off, For my own part I consider the weight of ‘
evidence is in ravor of the stamp., On looking at it carefully in a
good light I must admit that the color tends a little more toward
the orange shades of the 1857 perforated 30c stamps than toward the
mustard shade that we accept as being the color of the imperforate
50c, Even so I do not see any reason that the stamp might not
exist in more shades than one imperforate. I cannot see any traces
of perforations on the margins of the stamp, The margins are of
satisfactory width on &ll sides but one, The red bar cancellation
was very common on our early postal issues and the circular red
cancellation is very like if not identical with one I have on a
cover which came from family correspondence,

The history of this cover is well known, About 1898 or 1899
Mons, Jules Berinchon of Paris obtained a quantity of covers addressed
by a New York firm to Messrs, Payen & Cie, Lyon, France, Covers
from this correspondence are well known as a large number of them
came on the market about the date mentioned, The Berinchon lot bore
mostly U. S, stamps of 1857, A lot purchased by the Scott Stamp &
Coin Co, had more of the 186l issue than any other,

The Berinchon lot was sold to Messrs, Stanley Gibbons, London,
In the summer of 1899 Mr. E. B. Power - that that time 1in business with
Mr. J. C. Morgenthan - was in London. He bought this cover and
brought it to New rork. It was described in various stamp journals
including the American Journal of Philately., Subsequently the cover
passed to Mr. A, E. Tuttle, Mr. J., W. Paul, the New England Stamp Co.
and Mr, G, He Worthington. As it 1is claimed this is a stamp with
perforations trimmed we are entitled to consider by whom the trimming
might have been done before the stamp was shown imperforate in the
summer of 1899.

It does not seem probable that a large business house of 1860 would
trouble to trim i1ts stamps, I cannot conceive any reason why they
should do sc, either by accident or intent. But they might have
bought an imperforate 30c stamp at the post office. Let me refer you
to the statement of an old time pnilatelist quoted in my book on U.S.
stamps (page 71). "I, myself, bought a thirty cent orange, imperforate



2.

at the New York Post Office in 1860."  The other people through
whose hands the cover passed, Messrs. Bernichon, Stanley Gibbons,
Power and Morgenthau, have reputations which should place them
above any suspicion of trimming stamps.

As I said before, it appears to me that the weight of evidence
1s 1n favor of the stamp being genuinely imperforate and L am still
of that opinion.

Very truly yours

(signed) Jonhn N, Luff.

P.S. Permit me to call attention to the fact that the statement
about the purchase of an imperforate 30c¢c stamp at the New York .
Post Office in 1860 was first published in the A.J.P. for November
1897 (page 487) and the cover we are considering was described in
the same journal for August 1899 )page 349), Therefore, the
statement about a purchase in 18060 antedated by 21 months the
discovery of a copy cancelled in that year and there can be no
claim that the discovery influenced the statement,

Notation at the head of this letter

received from Mr. Clark on Aug.
30 - Mr., Luff was there - he
said he was sorry he could not
budge K. & B.
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. cumstantisl evidsnces In my article, I endeavorad to presen

434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

J&n. 19' 19400

% soott Publications Ine.,
#1 West 47“. Sto ;
New York, .Y.

My dear Hugh'

Your leétter of tho l?th received, and' T have givan much thought

‘to seme before replying.

First “Job ne assure vou that I ‘haven't the slightest desire‘
to ecasb any refleetions wpon Mr., Luff, nor to lay open to
eritieism, any actlon of yours in the continued listing of numbers

.37, 3% and 59, So far a8 I am pevsonally eoncermed it is absolutely

Ammaterial to me. whether such iteus are inciwmdoed -in the catalogues.

-or albums, The only ddea I hed.in mind in writing tidls artiele . v -+ 7
was that many new collectors ars entirely wnfamilisr with the subject, 3

and the retelling ol this old story would perhapa be 14& ructive

cand alsa quite 1nterastiﬂs-

It is true,‘as you stata, I have presented no poaitive or. direct
evidence, perhaps my arguments may be termed as eircumstantial

gvidense, but in all failrness my dear Hugh, pray permit me to remin@_

you that these items were originally listad on, shall we say% c%rﬂ
all

of the ewvidense, pro and 6one I am sincere in my belief that the

‘evidence ‘1 produced ig very imch stronger then the flimsy evldence :

-employed to place these items in the Cata;ogue and albums ag stamga
Pﬂ

- which were rqularlx%isauad,"by the United States Post Office )

mﬂ.

i recogniae fully your lc alty to Nt Duff end that you are nﬁt’f”'

' ‘ura1ly palned st ‘any referense %o him in the article which hos & .

#mndency to prove that he made an épror. ~ But Hugh you must rsmember

_ #hat Mo, Luff wag only humsn and that if he mede an error scie forty

' years ago that it is surely no reflection om his great ability or.

aﬁﬂhis ‘memorys You must realize that in writing an ‘article such as
“ ghis :I had to mse the Luff Loak. It ig the Bible of U, S, otamps.,

“Present aay collectors have the ILmff book statements and srguments
- before them, and not what Mr, Luff thought or wrote in subsequent =« .
" syears,  In other words my case as presented was not in contradiction =~
- :g Ehﬁ Luff 93 1920 o"'1930 but solely tho s booP as punlished in
v ROOR S | s .

I may be entirely wrong, but 9 & think'you have a duty to perform to

~ all who buy the catalogues and albums and such a duby consists of
rurnishing only truthful listings. Vhere there is even the slightest :

doubt of the legitimacy of any item 1t should not be included in the

catalogues or albums until the legitimacy is proved beyond & shadow

~of a doubt, Mr. Luff has gone to his reward uad no purpase can now ;"

o

| [‘,be served in perpatuating tha errove he made,




#24 |
“Mr, Hugh OXapk s Feers 19, 1940,

: In spita of your loyalty to Mr. Luff's memory I believe you
~have a very definite obligation to the collecting public, and

- ble opinion the smallest part of this obligation consists
of publishing ascurate and correct information and listings., Where

thore exists even a question of a doubt about the legitimaey of a

1ist1ng ita 1nc1uaion in the catalogue cannot be eondoned,

. Take for example the #66, the 3¢ Lake of 1861, Here you state
in positive termsﬁ frhis stamg (N® 66) perforated and imperf, was ngg
regularly issuved,” Why may I ask, do you call this a stemp?
was not issued, is it any difxerent from any other proof or essay?
What posaible excuse exists for- listing this proof among the
Regular Lssuos of $he TUnited States? Yom state 1t "was not reg larl
issued," “ What proof have you whereby you meke this statementy? ﬁew
do you know this 3¢ Lake was rnot issued? If your evidence that this,
proof was not issued purely ciroumstantial? If 80, wherein lies the
difference botween the elrcumstantial evidence I produoed to prove
‘that {{57, 38 and 39 were not regularly issued, and your cirecumstantial
evidence roggrdiﬂg #86, In all fairncss, if you ‘wish to include
gertain proofs in the catalogue along side of regularly issuved U. Se
gtamps then why don't you puf a simllar footnote under /39, stating
L that "hoa. 3%, 68 and 39 1mnerforate were not legulafly issued?"

Xz wish to thank yOu for gending me the Luff lettery I have taken
the iiberty to make & copy of this vwhich I will include with your
letber in my referonce files I trust you have no objection, but if
so I will destroy the copys I am returning Mr. Luffls letter, lay e
4 offer a bit of criticism in a friendly spirit? I think lMc, Luff was
'~ rather reluctant to adwit the fact he was wrong when he made an error.

In this guality he was only human, but is it exactly f elr te oultivato
sueh a faults In my meager phlla%elic experisnce I have been wrong
meny times but I have always been sineere in my desire to prove the
~stroth rather than my personal opinions, I will eite & case with witieh
.yon are familiar, The Knapp shift. I respect Perry's opinion and I .

fully recognize that it is entively possible he is right .and I am wrong.
X have nover beem absolutely positive in my own mind that Ned's copy
is not above suspielon. I have done all in my power to prove the
truth, net that Ashbrook!s opinion must be hpheld, I would feir rather
. have (it definitely settled beyond any question of a doubt who was
- right or wrong than to have my opinion proved the correet one. Frankly
I don't give a dammn, I try to be honest, to give the Vest I cans I
© " wonld not consider it was any damege to my repuvation to be proved
. wrong, because 1f & man's conseience is clear he does not need to worry
. about what people think or say about him. One might infer that Mre
" Luff'g reluctance to admit he was wrong cost the Cobt Co. & cool one
»'thnuaand dulla”s on the 30¢ 1mpert eover. ¥ 5

Again re - the artiels. it I thought you had no objection whacsOevet' .

. “ %o the publication of the artisle I would ask you %o collaborate with

me, and permit me to publish the enclosed Luff letter and all of the
facts you gave me in your létter, And further I would gladly tone
down and eliminate any statements which yOu cons;dered as illxadvised.
or a refleetion on you or Mr‘ Luff.v = ‘ : L

How&ver x feel my daar Hugm that the artiole is aot auceptable ta




Sty K | just as important as a color or shade,

‘stand fully the reasons for my withdrawal of the article.

; #3.

NMr., Hugh Clark - Jan, 12, 1940,

that it has left a sort of bad taste in your mouth, hence
ghia was the fartherest from any intention on my part, I am

'writing Harry to kindly return the ertiecle to me and not t¢ publish

it. I feel sure this will remove Harry from an embarrassing
position beeause I know full well he would not sare to offend you
by publishing 4%, er perhaps offend me, (whiech he certainly would
not by refnsing to publish 1it,

Thanks s¢ much for offering to losn me the 5o¢ cover but 1naamnch

‘ag I have a number of photographs, I know of no purpose an examinae

tion of it would serve. - I am however delighted to know where it is,

How very strenge is the fact that a momth or so ago when I wrote

the article I had no idea where this cover was at present, and also
I had no idea where the sompanion cover was. As I write these lines

I have before me the companion cover, pheto of which’ you sew; and
which was uséd on the same day as the 30¢ "imperforate” item, I
Ahink thereé is little mestion ooth stamps are from the same sheet,

I made careful comparisons of the colors of each, side b side, some
yesrs ‘ago, and there was no doubt in my mind they were a perfect

"match beth a8 6o color and impression, I state,. 1mpression beecause

to one with long experience in the plating of stamps Tan impre-sion
I am sending Haﬂry 8 copy of this 1ehter 80 tnat he will under-

In clbslng may I state that I have some Vevv firm convics ibns about

ly hope thé day will coms when I will epen the Scott U, S. and £ind
that only stamps that were rerularly issued to the publie sre cone

tained in the main section, : In addition I would like to.s¢e A more
accurato listing of the 1861 stamﬁs. I refer to the vepulsr issues

‘not the "Premieres,” I think ws should have a 104 Type T and Typé IX,
"and that the First 247 mentioned should bé the "Vielet," that the -,
G Rade oteel Blue should be listed as a major ete. ete, ‘i also believe
. the present grouping of the B¢ 1B5% ghould be resarranged and the -
Indien Red given g major instead of a minor, These B¢ 1657 should be

listed 1n the orde" in whieh: they were 1ssued to wit:

5¢ Red Brown - Type h o
5¢ Indian Red = Y 4
B¢ Brigk Red = " T
5¢ Brown s R
5¢ ‘ o X
‘Sd Orange Brown Tvpe p b &

Suah an’ ardar 15 correet and this ;act no one - can deny, . If correet,
then the cahalopue should be correct, and hence there exlsts no
possible excuse why the catalogue should be wrong or inaccurate,

Thenks so mieh for your. good letter = '

With every good wiah, \ diall
Cor 1y yours,

"

-,'What should mot be inciuded in the catalovueﬁ and I honestly end sincepe-
)




434 South Grand Ave.,
-Fort Thomas, Ky.

Mre He.rry 4 L:I.ndquist, Eoin
#2 W 46th St., Ligh s - e
New Ybrk, HeYe gl Lo a

My ‘dear Harry:

- I note by Hugh's 1attor of the 17th that he sent you a eopv.
I am enclosing herewith a eopy of my reply, whiceh is aalfo
explanatory. .

e B convineed that Hugh was not wholly pleased with the
Argicle and would prefer that same be withheld from publication,
hence it is my wish that you return the erticle to me, and we will

file it away until some fubure date when perhaps times have ohanged,_""

Hugh probably has some good reason why he would rather not see the
article in print and I prefer to respect his" feelings in tho matter
without queationing his motives,

I thought the article was darn good and that Hugh would appre-
elate the weight of evidence I produced, Evidently his loyalty to
Mr, Luff's memory, in a way blénded him to the evidence I produced.
After =11 I suppese the artlelc was ggg;ly directed principelly at
“him, so that he might see the ligh make sensible adjustments -
in the ecatalogues -and albums, rather than to the collecting public.

I was further hopeful t'at in &g&in laying this whole subject
- on the Lable face up thai 1t might possibly give him & good excuse,
that 18,' ho really re« quired one, to make the neoessary adjustments,

It would dppear I was ovevly enthusiastic, and had beguu to count
my chickeas befOre they were hatched, _ :

Well Harrv no harm has been done, bub on the contrary I have added A

to my accumulation of knowedge on the subject, because since I wrote -
the article, I have learned of the whereatouts of the two covers and
have had the pleasure of reading Mr. ILuff's letter, which to say the
least is quite 1ntevesting, as well as instructlves

. In additlon, Bugh very kindly furnished me with a history of the -
30¢ cover after the Worthington sale, all of whiech was entlrsly new
to me and Would have been quite a nice addition to the article had

- we 1ncluded same with Hugh's permission.

With best wizhes,

Yonrs etc.
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PUBLIECATIEIONS
2 WEST 46w STREET NEW YORK, N.Y.

Jenvary 22, 1940

Mr. Stenley B. Ashbrook
434 S. Grend Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kye

Dear Stan:

I heve read with a good deal of interest your letter of Jenuary 19th, together
with the copy of the one thet you sent Hugh Clark.

You certainly set out your arguments in good shape to Hugh, end I want to have
a talk with him also along the seme line, for I do not think thet this article
should be withdrawn and not published.

I would like to point out to Hugh thet he should follow the suggestion you have
made,for it certainly is no reflection on someone's memory to point out an
obvious errore According to thet line of thinking, we would never be able to
correct errors if we are going to be afraid of hurting someone who has passed one
As a matter of fact, I don't think this would hurt him enywey for no person is
supposed to be omnisaent, and the best of us are apt to meke mistakes. I cer-
tainly heve mede many of them in my time and I haven't eny hesitancy in correct-
ing them when they ere called to my attentione

I will probably be seeing Hugh in & day or two, on some other metters, end I will
meke this one of the first importence and advise you of the resultse.

I am counting on this article for the third issue of THE STAMP SPECIALIST end will
be very reluctent to pass it upe I hdpe you have something else coming along also,

either on the ocean meils, the 5¢ 1847, or enything else in which you are inter-
ested at the present time.

Of course, if we do rum the article, I think the additional dete that you have
now secured from Hugh should be added, as it will greatly improve the data thet
vou have. :
With best personal wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

HLL:B
Ence rete of copy

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS
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a4 Souﬁh Grand Ave.,
Fobt Thomas, Ky.

j§¢: uarch 5, 1940,

4

¥r, Leurence B, Mason, f'
801 Jefferson AVE, 4
Cleasrwater, Fla.
¥y dear Laurie: o
I am returning herewith the cover with the 6¢ rate to Canada. %ff

I think theve 1s little guestion this is a "Via Niearagua" covsr, i
end that the use was 1854, For example, the "Cortes" sailed with S “
the mail from S.F, on Nov, 9 1854 SThursday), arrived at San Juan Ry
on the 21st and connected with the "Star of the West" for New York 3
M¥ai) by this trip wes deposited in the N,¥, Post Office on Decs
%65&.!~The following notice appeared in the N,Y,Herald on Use, | s
; <!

Y b Y2 /
. y =1y 0.' e 2

“The D, 5y Star of the West errived from Puenta A“enas, Nic=
‘i ‘taragua, yesterday bringing passengers from balitornia. treasure ete,”

Thé black "6" is the Cenadian due on maill from'%he ¥, & OGuite
nqtulslﬂv the 6¢ peid the U, S, rate to the Canaﬁi&n border,

_ /" The Treaty provided that all postages collectea Ln aither ecountry

" ghould be kept by either one, In this care, 10¢ er &, pence was due

1 beceuse the letter was apparently from New York, but Hsd 1t been poste
4 marked at S.F,, the amount Canada would heve gollected would heve been
" 15¢, On a letter from an Bastera point the prepald rate was 5¢ U.S.
plus 5¢ Canadian or 10¢ to be prepaid, “Oh such a letter, 3¢ U, 8,
would carry the letter to the bDorder but in Janada it was treated as
wholly unpald and 10¢ was collected.  This lotter wes in a closed bag
from N,Y.City to Montreal, so I gSuppose the pen "10" was applied at lew
York, indicating that it was en unpaid letter, No recognition was
sccorded to payments of 10¢ or IB¢ by eiﬁher country, I think this is .
guite a nice little item, .

73

This surely went "Via/ hdearagaa bocause the Indspendent Line Via
Panama s0ld out several mémnths Defore this date, and the only record
of a deposit of mail in the New York Office on "Dec., 2" was that
brought in by the "Star of the Tidst" on Dec, 2, 1854,

I think only a very small percentago of the mnil which was sarried - o~
by the Niecaragua stoamahip Coe was handstamped "Via Nicaragua - P an
Abeed of tn. Malls,"” This is the reason such items are as searce as f;
they are, I.am positive, because of auple circumstantial evidence that ¢
the "Via W® handstamgs were applied by various "Forwarding Agéneles” in. % &
SeFs, such etes For a small fes, a person ecould auvo p== 2R %
letters with such agencies, which were news *stands etc, with “Mn¢ 8&;:." s
. If John Jones @ropped in and stated, "send this letter Via N," it was .

: afhnnAitampoa #nd placed in the "Via K" bag. Wiltsee diaagreea with,mp;‘

i

£ Tt .ﬁ’
i
P o
Sl )



#2.
¥r, Laurence B, Mason « Mareh 5, 1940,

most violently on this point and contends (asccording to last
reports) that the Nicaragus mall was handstamped on board the
steamers, This I eonsider positively ridiculous, Inasmuch as the
Hicars 848, Company made no charge for such service and merely
mainteined it as a convenience, there was incentive for them te

handstamp suech sail,

For example, 1f the writer took this letter down to the "Cortes"
and had it put aboard, no one on the ship took the trouble to put

any handstamp on it,

In recent months I have been very much interested in locating
covers like yours which do nct bear "Via N" handstemps, and which
letters undoubtedly went Via the Nicaragua Route. You probably re-
call as well as I do, that Chace at one time, had guite a lot of
3¢ 1851 pairs with the "N,Y.Ship" postmark, Neo doubt all of ithese
were removed from covers similar to youre and which bore no "Via
Nicaragua" handstamps,

Thanking you very much for a Rook at this interesting item, I am
' Cordially yours,

PySe==Since writing the above, I turned the Cover over and noted
the two Cansdien postmarks sre actually 1854, I had not noticed
these before beceause I was o positive that "Dee 2" could only be
1854, Thies soundg rather far fetched but nevertheless it is true,
This reminds me of a small photo which I am enclosing herewlth,
Thies was an illustration just as you see it of Lot 566 in the

Bertram Poole sale of Feby gii 1928, You will note this is E!%, 24.
Here was a 6¢ green U,0, envelope t undoubtedly went Via o the
East,

For example - by &, S, Sierra Nevade from S.,F, on Thursday Dec,.
lst, 1853, comnecting with the "S. 8. Northern Light" which deposited
this mail in the N,¥, Post Office on Dee, 24, 1855, Carhart has a
handstemped "Vie N" cover by seme mail and each detail of the N,Y,
Postusrk is the same as the Poole item, See article - "Stamps”
issue of June 1Y, 1952 - page 356P. I 1illustrated an advertisement .
of the sailing of the Sierra Nevade from S.F., on Dece 1, 1853, This

wag quite a fast passage, 23 days and the reason was no doubt to land

passengers in New York before Xmas,

S.B.A.
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Mareh 7, 1940.

Mr., C. D, McFa.dden,
50 Free Sto.
Portland, Meine.

Dear lr, lMcFaddeng

Many thanks for sending me the cover with the N,Y, "Steamship"
and "30." While both of these markings were in use at the same
time, I do not recall ever seeing them in combination before.
However that means very little, as there 18 quite a great deal in
stampless covers which I have never seen,

I have no reliable record of the earliest use of the two line
"St;:mlhip but I suppose it dates back into 1849 or possibly
earliiey,

. I note your cover is dated "Valperaise - 8th of March 1850,"
gnd the letter is routed "Per Steamer Isthmue." This ship is alse
ntioned in the letter. The 8. S, Isthmus was a Laws Steamship
#hich ran between San Franeiseo in competition with the Paciffic Mail
S, Ss Cos She was cent to the Pacifie trade from the East, around

Cape Horn, ,I note she first arrived at S.,F. on May 9, 1850, 23

days and from Paname, so I suppose she left Panama aﬁoif Apr. 16th,
1850, Twenty~three days by steamship even in 1850 from Panama to
8.,F, was quite a long number of days. She was only of 500 tons, se
I guess szhe was quite slow, as compared to the steamships which
followed her on this route,

* Evidently the Istimms was at Valparaiso when this letter was
written and carried it to Panama where it was put in the U, 8, Mail,
The writer mentions it may take €60 bo 70 days to reach Californisa,
If the Isthmus was at Valparaise on Mar. 8th, it took her some 60
days to reach 8.F.

I note a memo in my files as follows:

Advertisement in N,Y,Herald of Dec. lst, 1849 - stating the
Isthmms would positively sail from New York on Dee, 15, 1849, She
had been previously advertised to sail on Nov. 15, 1845. If she did

. leave on Dec¢, 15th, she was 83 days out of New York on the day this
letter was written, :

Thanks also for the information on the man Halloran who made the
fake Patribtics.

I return herewith the above cover,
With vest wishes, I am
Cordially yours,
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FEW random comments on my genealogical
A tables in the May number may, perhaps, be of
interest to readers.

A Difference of 55 Years!—Although they both
belong to the fifth generation after Francis Frederick of
Saxe-Coburg, the German ex-Crown Prince William was
born in May, 1882, and Prince Simeon of Bulgaria in
June, 1937.

Royal Names.—A month after her birth in 1819, the
daughter of the Duke of Kent was christened
“ Alexandrina Victoria,” the first name being in honour
of Alexander I of Russia (1801-1825), who was one of
her sponsors, and the second being that of her mother,
Maria Louisa Victoria.

When the Queen died in 1901, her eldest son, Albert
Edward, became known as “ Edward VII,” and in 1936
her great-grandson, Albert Frederick Arthur George,
chose the designation of “ George VI.” George V and
Edward VIII, on the other hand, both kept their first
names as titles of kingship.

Amnniversaries.—King George VI was born on
December 14, 1895, the anniversary of the deaths of
| Albert, Prince Consort (1861), and Alice, Grand
Duchess of Hesse-Darmstadt (1878).

Empire Day is Queen Victoria’s birthday.

King Edward VII was born on November 9, 1841, the
date of the Lord Mayor’s Show.

Great Britain declared war against Germany on
August 4, 1914, the fourteenth birthday of Queen

Elizabeth.

Arthur, Duke of Connaught, was born on May 1, 1850,
and was named after his godfather, Arthur, Duke of
Wellington (born May 1, 1769).

King Edward VIII, as Duke of Windsor, was married
in 1937 on the anniversary of his father’s birthday
(June 3, 1865).

Leopold I of the Belgians is often mentioned as “ My
Dearest Uncle” in “The Letters of Queen Victoria.”
His son, Leopold II, married Marie Henriette, who was
a great-granddaughter of Maria Theresa and a great-
niece of the unhappy Marie Antoinette.

Stephanie, daughter of Leopold I, married the Crown
Prince Rudolph, only son of the Emperor Francis Joseph
of Austria. Those who have read “ My Past,” by the

The House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

By J. T. MOLONY.

‘“ Mayerling,” will be familiar with the tragic fate of
Rudolph and Marie Vetsera in 1889.

Manoel of Portugal came to the throne on February 1,
1908, after the assassination in Lisbon of his father and
elder brother, Luis Felipe, Duke of Braganza. In
October, 1910, a republic was proclaimed and Manoel
abdicated.

The Hanoverian Succession.—When Queen Anne died
in 1714 without any surviving children, the reign of the
House of Stuart ended and George Louis, Hlector of
Hanover, came to the throne as George I. He was the
son of Sophia, a granddaughter of James I, and from
the year of his accession to William IV’s death in 1837
Hanover was ruled by the same sovereign as Great
Britain.

The Hanoverian law debarred a woman from reigning,
and so, when YVictoria became Queen, the Crowns of
Great Britain and Hanover were separated after a union
of 123 years, Ernest, Duke of Cumberland, being
proclaimed King of Hanover.

The Dukedom of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.—After the death
of Ernest IT the Dukedom descended to his nephew, the
Duke of Edinburgh. When he in turn died without sons
a few years later (the succession having been renounced
by the Duke of Connaught), the son of their youngest
brother, the Duke of Albany, became Duke of Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha.

The Dukedom of Kent.—In 1799 Queen Victoria’s
father was created Duke of Kent and Strathearn. Until
the previous year Prince Edward Island had been known
as the Isle St. Jean, but it then received its present
name by way of compliment to Prince Edward, who was
commanding the British forces in North America.

The Dukedom was in abeyance from 1820 until its
revival in 1934, when Prince George became Duke of
Kent. In 1874 the “ Strathearn” part of the title was
given to Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn.

The Death of Princess Charlotte in 1817 made the
succession to the throne so uncertain that George III’s
unmarried sons—Clarence (later William IV), Kent and
Cambridge—all married in the following year, and the

diagram given below will show how acute was the
problem of the ultimate succession in the years

Countess Marie Larisch, or have seen the film | immediately before 1819.
George III
(1760-1820).
I
|
| ¥l | J I
George IV. Frederick, Williain IV Edward, Ernest, D. Augustus, Adolphus, D.
D. of York. (married, 1818). D. of Kent of Cumberland D. of Sussex. of Cambridge
(married, 1818). (married, 1815). % (married, 1818),
3 5 &
== i ®®
- &% w2 ®E % &
= § = & 'T' = | |
= = E 1 ;
® wZ £ \ | |
Charlotte, 5 Victoria, George V, E George, Augusta, Ma}y,
1817. b. May 24, 1819. b. May 27, 1819. b. March 26, 1819 b.1822. b. 1833.

N.B.—Augustus, Duke of Sussex, married Lady Augusta Murray, daughter of the 4th Earl of Dunmore, but the union was declared

illegal under the Royal Marriage Act of 1772.
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Chronicdde of New Issues
By Captain C. W. CARE

AFGHANISTAN.
(Vol. XXXII., page 69.)
Charity (Anti-Cancer) Tax stamps. Aliabad Cancer Hospital
Fund. No watermark. Perforated 11§. Surface-printed.
22nd Deec., 1938. 10 poul, turquoise.
15 pul, blue.
Designs :(—
10p.—Aliabad Hospital.
15p.—Pierre and Marie Curie at work in their laboratory.
Inseribed PIERRE gr MARIE CURIE DECOUYV-
RENT LE RADIUM Nov. 1898 at top and
UNION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE
CANCER at foot. Coat of Arms of Afghanistan
in lower right corner.
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.

ALBANIA.
(Vol. XXXII., page 69.)
Regular postage series. New definitive issue.
Victor Emmanuel. Inscribed MBRETNIJA SHQIPTARE
across top and POSTAT at foot of stamp. No watermark.
Perforated 14. Printed by the photogravure process at Italian
Government Printing Works, Rome.

Portrait of King

1939. 10 gindar, brown.
1 5 red.
25 blue.
3 0 violet.

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.
BOLIVIA.
(Vol. XXXI., page 301.)
Second National Eucharistic Congress. Airpost stamps.

Inscribed ITo. CONGRESO EUCARISTICO NACIONAL. No
watermark., Perforated 13% (5e., 60c., T5e. and 10B.) or 10%
(30¢c., 45¢. and 90c. to 5B.). Lithographed by Lito. Unidas, La
Paz.

Ry
ED AERE

PECS

1939. 5 centavos, violet. (a)

30 emerald. (b)
45 indigo. (c)
60 carmine. (d)
(6 red. (e)
90 ” deep blue. (e)
2 bolivianos, brown. (d)
5 lake. (c)
{3) 34 pale blue. (b)
10 o orange-yellow. (a)

Designs :—
(a)—The Chalice.
(b)—Virgin of Copacabana, La Paz.
(c)—Sacred Heart of Jesus.
(d)—San F'rancisco Church, La Paz.
(e)—St. Anthony of Padua.

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.

BRAZIL.
(Vol. XXXII., page 42.)

Commemorative of the 1la. REUNIAO SUL-AMERICANA DE
BOTANICA, which inscription encircles the central floral vignette,
at the base of which are inscribed the venue and date RIO DE
JANEIRO 1938. Watermarked BRASIL o CORREIO repeated
in horizontal lines throughout sheet. Perforated 11}x103.
Recess-printed at the Mint, Rio de Janeiro.

1939. 400 réis, green.

Centenary of the City of Santos. Design showing view of the
City. Inseribed 1839 CENTENARIO DA CIDADE DE SANTOS
1939 across top of stamp. Watermarked BRASIL o CORREIO
repeated in vertical lines reading upward throughout sheet.
Perforated 103 x11}. Recess-printed at the Mint, Rio de Janeiro.

1939. 400 réis, blue.
Mr. R. Roberts.

October, 1939




- Detir llpy Hart:

454 South CGrand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Kye.

April 4, 1942,

: L] c Y c ° H&I‘t
554 Commerce Bidgo ?
Kansas City, Mo.

¢

Reg ~ yours of April lst, That date fits fine with the item
you enclosed, If this was a 90¢ 1869 wouldn't it be a
beauty? Sort of in the class with the super super superb,
As an 1875 Reprint it would also be quite super superb, but
ﬁnfortunately it is nelther one. I never saw an 1875 like
this or on "paper" like this, so it 1s a fake plate proof,

Mr, Michaels wrote me that he had shown hls revamped 1847's to
you and that you might want some mounting done, I intended to
write you but I have been Zaid up with the gerippe for the past
week and this is the first day I have been at my desk all week,

ppctions should be made in the S.UsS¢ but I doubt if any
mges will be made, It scems that it is far more important

to cater to the dealer fraternity than te the collecting publie,
\Boea F.D,Rs give a rap what the country thinks about Nadame
Perkins, Biddle, Harry Hopklns, Ickes and a lot of slmller crack
pots? Neither does Hygh Clerk give a rap what collectors want in
the way of accurate listings, It is of far greater lmportance
that dealers who have s0ld a lot of the Secott listings be pro-
tected than 1t is that the collecting public Qe glven the truth,
Can there be any other excuse? There isn't, in spite of all
donials to the contrar{ Ag long as the ca{alogue lists a lot of -
proofs, just so long will a lot of dealers like Colson sell these
bits of paper to unsuspecting buyers, 8o you can apprecilate what
we are up against,

When I finish Mr, Michael's work, I'll be only too glad to see
what I can do with your material,

With kindest regards,
Cordially,
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APPRAISAL
Collection of Harold W, Carhart « New York

Thioc Volumes

Voluume #1
Title
11}
dap
Title
B¢ 1847 cover - First Ocean Mnil
lo ¢ "

Two 3¢ 51 on cover - Harliest use New Ybrk
Ocean Mall - Dec, 20, 1854

Single 10¢ 1887 = V = cover to Cuba - o
New York Ocean Mail « 10¢ 1847 : 8

1¢ 1851
3¢ 1861
10¢ 18565 « III = Superb
5¢ 1858
6¢ 1856
New York Ocean lail - all off cover
10¢ 1855 « H, Pair « LIII « July 21 -
1¢ 1861 - IV : . ,
8¢ 1851 Irregular. Block June 20 =
14 1851 - IT
30¢ 1860 -~ Jan 1
30¢ 1860 « " 0%
Hew York QOcean Mail « all off cover

3% 125%

Single

H. Peir

He S, of four

Single

Hey Pair

Single

New York Ocean Mall - off cover
3¢ 1851
° g

He Pailr

He Strip of 3.

He Pair

H, Pair

lle¥s0c0an Hail » off cover

1¢ 1867 = V

5¢ 1857 « II Brown

1Z 1857 « IV

3¢ 1887 - 1

3¢ 1857 -« He Pailr Type II
3¢ 1857 -~ Sheet " . I
10¢ 1857 -« III

104 1857 - V

10Z 1857 « III

40,00
78,00

25.00‘n

17,50

100,00

7450
2,00
10,00

125400
15,00

7450
16,00
5400
50400
50,00

8,00 -

| 3400

| 7400
- 12, 50

5400
1,80



12

s

14

16

16

New York Ocean Mail

10¢ U, S, E, $3.00
lo¢ 1857 7.50
10¢ 1857 Txpe v
10¢ 1857 8,00
10¢ 1857 Txpe 2,80
10¢ 1857 III 7.00
lew York Ocean lail = off cover
10¢ 1?55 ¥ g el 35.00
- I91RI21 20,00
el R 2 T 12,50
e Mgy W, e g 10,00
sep bl SR SiRs i T 750
: : - . III 8.00
- " III 9.50
Bl g W gy y 11,50
4 . - Péir - Tgpe-IV « 64 5L 1 =65 L1 200,00
. . - II1 «3R1L=-4R 1 55,00
Hew York Ocean Vail - of f cover
10{ 1855
s L ELY .LTT 27.50
Single 11 8,50
II 10.00
Be Paly II « 5. L 1=61L 1 20.00
H, II 17.50
Single TIX 8,00
He PRI T « 99 R 1 « 100 R 1 125,00
New York Ocean Mail « off cover
10g 1887
[ ng e - In Lned 25.00
‘He Pair V . In ned 75,00
H. Strip V - r - 57 IJ 8 22.50
He Pair II 15,00
Single V 5,50
New York Ocean Mall &« 0ff cover
»10% 1857
: L&) . 8050
v 5400
o y % 5400
u Vit 2¢050
i ¢ 3400
" v 2.00
" v 2.50
" II 5.00
i v

New York Qcoan Mall « off cover

10g 1867

L S OO

rtieh ’ 2¢50
-V ", Pair : 8400

s 2,00

i g 3 24,50

New York Ocean Mail « 0ff cover

10# 1855 = T};pe X 8,50
10¢ 1855 = 5 o 7.00
pARsL e " 31 5,00
10¢.188% » - 11X ; 7250
1/ 1857 »- " v 2e¢50
10¢ 1855 . 0 Iz - : . 5,00

10¢ W e 4 ' 4 6600

oo J




>'19 New York Ocean Mall - on cover

Two 3¢ 1851 « Jan, 5, 1855 : $15,00
20 New York Ocean Mail -
10¢ 1855 « III cover 15,00
: 10¢# 1855 « IIT - " Superd 17,50
83 New York Ocean Mail
- 3¢ 651 eover with Due 7 7.50
% < 10¢ 57 -« V - cover with Two types New York 5.50
28 New York Ocean Mail
iy gover Three 3¢ 51 plus 1¢ 51 8,50
" V. Strip 3¢ 51 10,00
88 New York Ocean lail
10¢£ 65 Cover Type IIL e 750
10¢ 5% III \ ' 5.00
24 New York Ocean Mail : ;
.+ Cover 10¢ 87 « V « H, Pair "NeéPherson" 20,00
' "y 300 6% <V, utrip of - three Il =« II -~ 11X 20,00
25 Hew York Ocean Mail &
Cover 104 1855 - Typo ; : 15,00
X % 30 2888 & 13T 10,00
26 o lew York Ocean Mail
.Cover 10¢ 57 o llue 1¢ 57 - Il 15,00
M -V 15,00
27 New York Ocean M1l
- . Cover 104 B7 - Type I - 7.50
e n 5304 BT - - I% 500
28 + HNew York Ocean }ail
: Cover « 10Z 87 - Type II 8450
W Y 10¢ &7 s ¢ . : 780"
29 . . New York Ocean Mail
i i L. Coverlog 55 - III ; 12,80
o | 10¢ 5% w'VY ' 7.50
30 . New York Ocean lail ’ _
: = Cover 10¢ 57 « V , 750
81 - New York Ocean Mail e ST
Cover 10¢ 57 « W : 10400
- 98 wi Cover to Panama : : .
it Forwarded to San F*anoisoo : : : S400
98 Map : :
34. Qecean Mail f'rom San Franclsco - off cover
. 10 586 « Hebe 0f three « TII . : 50400
- 10¢ 57 « 8ingle V : 2+50
10¢ -« He Strip.of three = V «(25 « 24 « 256 L 2) 20,00
S 104 8ingle - 2450
.98 ' .~ 8an Francisco , ‘
Stamploss June 20, 1849 - 50,00
s . San Franciseo Dec, 1 1850 - "8o" 10,00
86 - Stampless San Frencisco Oct dy fo4 - "4p" 10,00
0w Typod 1etter :
o8
89 v “Letter v i , ,
407 . Stampless from San Francisco . - 7450
s .08 Envelope Preeman & Cos 5400
o  Pair & gingle o¢ 51 = Wells Fargo & Co. 20,00
48 - “Ocean lall from San Prawciaco 3
; Goyer H, Palr 3¢ 51 ' : 750
o S Hyistrip S 5% gk o A : 15400
43 . Deean Mail from San Franciseo S
e e Cover 12¢ 1885 75400
44 : Ocaan Mail from San Franoiaoo» B3 i
: =5 1~¢ Biaecb : A e 125400
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50

g1

53.:
54

56 -

87

58

69

60
61
62
63
64
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Volume #2

Title page

San Francisco
Stamwlesa cover Red 12
" . Blue 12

‘beean Maeil fraon San Francisco

Cover H, Strip of 4 = 5f 651 « sheot -
Ocean Mall from San Franclsco
Stamglees « San Franciseco "Paid 10"
" n " 20
Qecean Mall from San Prancisco

6¢ Us Se Envelope plus 3¢ 51 plus 1¢g 51 =

10¢ 1855 Cover IIX
Oecan Mail from San Francisco
107 1855 « Cover San Francisco Free
104 1856 ! Type I « 74 L 1
Qecsan Mail from §an Franelsco
10¢ 55 = cover - Center Line
10?’ Uy ")s bnvelope
Oceany Mail from Sam Francisco
10¢"U. b."Envelope

Otéan Mail from San Francisco
10{ 57 Cover V
3 " II

“i - Qcean Mail from San Francisco

HeS, 0f 3 = 3¢ 67 = plus . 1¢ 57 <.V
10¢ U, By Envelope :
Ocean Mall from San Francisco
Cover 10¢ 57 IX
a 104 BY III
Ocean lall From San Francisco
104 U, 84 Envelope

_ Qeean lail from San Francisco

V. Pair 10¢ 57 Duprint 41 .« 61 L 2 «
Single " oover V e
Ocean Mail from San Francisco
Cover He Paly 10¢ 57 « V.
M single v
Maryeville
Coyer H. pair 5¢ BY - I » Indian Red
+ B¢ 5% = 1 - Brown

-MarvsviTIe

Cover single 104 57 « il
" “H, Paiy 10¢ 57 « V

marysvllla
8¢ U, Se Envelope "Paid 14¢"
304 - paid by stamps
teaverville '

Stampless « lMiney
Cover Downieville Local Rate with 5S¢ 51
0. 3¢ 1861 Sutter Creek

2308 Uy By Envelope = Strawberry Valley

10¢ U, b.’ invelope » lud Spring

104 U, S, Envelope "Rough & Heady"

10¢ 1857 - II "Roygh & Ready "

~ i Qovor 104 57 « Il < Nurphys

W 104 57 = IIT Grass Valley

”10¢ Us 8. Envelope San Leandro Cal
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Athens, Ga. - Scott 5 X 1 « 57 Dull purple Cat. single $125,
Cover -~ H.,P. poorly tied to damaged cover, This
was Lot #1479 in Arthur Hind sale, Nov. 1933.
Illustrated by Cut #108 - Described as Types I
and II, Sold in Hind sale at $55,00, The pair
has good margins, but stamp to right has weak
corner at N.E., Cover could be cleaned and appeare
ance and value enhanced - To Net $85,00

Nashville, Tenn, - Scott 61 X 2 - 5¢ Carmine - Cat. single on
cover {150.,00, @Gover - H, Pair - tied by blue
Nashville - Blue Pald on face - right stamp appears
damaged - either a bad crease or tear or corner
repaired., To Net $65.00

Petersburg, Va, - Scott 656 X 1 - 5¢ red. Cat. single on cover
$12500°. Cover - H, Pailr, tied b" blue Poteraburg
(] NQt "5.0@ b,

Memphis, Tenn, - Se¢ott 56 X 2 - 5¢ red - Cat. $35.00 - Cover Single
tied by black Memphis - Sep 6 1861, To Net 125,00

New Orleans, La., - Scott 62 X 3 - 54 Brown - Cat, $25, Cover single
Tied by black N.0, dirty unattractive cover.ro Net $5.00

Baton Rouge, La., - Seott 11 X 2 - 5¢ Green & Carmine - Cat. $175.00

Cover - single tied by Baton Rouge, La. Aug. 25, 1861,
Same P.M. on face. To New Orleans., Fine copy - good
¢olors - small cover - To Net £100,00

v

Charleston, S.C. - Scott 16 X 1 « B¢ Blue -« Cat. $100.,00. Cover =
single tied by Charleston double e¢ircle P.M, of Nov,
1861 -~ wide sheet to R. ¢lose at S.,W, Fair cover =«
To net $50,00

Mobile, Ala.- Seott 58 X 2 - 5¢ Blue - Cat. $40.,00. Cover single tied
by Mobile Aug. 31, 1861 Stamp has small yellow stain,
Full margins T. R.& Bb but cut into at N.W. To Net $20400

General Issues - Soott #200 - 5¢ Green - Cat, $9.00. Cover - single
tied by Montgomery, Ala, Jan, 7, 1862, Beneath stamp

is the Provisional 69 X U @ Cat., $60.00 "Paid 5 T. Welsh"
Nice combdnation., To Net $15.00

10¢ Freme Line - Scott #209 - Cat, $125,00, Turned cover with single -
Stamp tied by Mobile Aug. 15 (1863)., Shows full lines

at left and top, half at R and 3/4 at B. Color pale
blue - cover homemade - unattractive., Turned, has small
Shoobota, Miss. Aug. 4 and Provisional handstamp "Paid
1lo" To net $50,00

5¢ Green = Scott #200 - Cover - two singles tied by Blue Nashville -
One has full margins, other close at R, To Net $7,00

5¢ Green - Scott #200 - Cover - single tied by "Warrington, Fla"
postmark, Secarece postmark, Stamp poor impression,full
margins, execept rather ¢lose at R. To Net $5.00

5¢ Green - Scott #200., Cover - H, Pair tied by black Georgla P.M.
Color is most unusual, a decided bluish green - full
margins - amber envelope - Fine cover. To Net $10.00

2¢ Green - Scott #202 - Cover - H, Pair tied by Atlanta, Ga.
Ppobably short paid 5¢ rate « small cover = ﬁair close
at left, To Net $40.,00
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B¢ Blue - Seott #203 - cover - H, Pair canceled Blue Grids
P.Ms on face, Raleigh, N.C, faint. Color light blue,
Use,July 1862, To Net $10.00

10Z Rose - Seott #204 - Cat. $45.00. Cover - single tied by
Mobile, Ala, Shows Imprint at bottom - has crease -
bad at N,E, Poor faded color - unattractive cover.
To Net $10.00

10¢ Carmine - Secott #204 = Cat. {45,00 = Cover - single tied by
Richmond, Va. Sep. 4, 1862, Good margins - fair color =

poor impression - homemade unattractive cover.
To Net §zo.oo

Combination Cover « 5¢ Blue #203 plus 57/ De La Rue -~ #2056 - Cover =
gUZ'Rate - Both tied by black P.M, Cover stained and
dirty. To Net $5,00

Forwarded Cover - H, Pair 5¢ Blue #203 plus poor 5¢ #8205 - Pair
has bad tear, To Net £3.00

5¢ Local Print - #206 Cover - H, Pair, tied by Austin, Tex. Sep 17,
1862 - To Net $2.00

B¢ Local Print - #206 -« Small cover with H, Pair canceled "Virginia
Central R. R. Fisherville." To Net $10.00

8¢ London - #2056 -« H, Pair on offiecial envelope. "Headquarters 2nd
Div. 19th Army Corps.” Tied by black P,M, Stamp to
Re i8 poor, To NQt $2.00

2¢ Brown red - Seott $207 - Cover - H, S. of four tied by blue
Columbia, S, C., to "James Island, S5,C.," Postage Paid 8¢,
No such rate. Probably a short i0¢ rate which got by.
e o .

Frame Line - Scott #209 - Cover - Poor copy - paper stained - parts
- of line at L, T, & Bs close and ragged at R, Unattrace
tive homemade envelope. To Net $30.00

Frame Line - Scott #209 - Turned cover - fine copy tied by Mobile
Jul B Q1863) - Pale shade of blue, Shows line to L & B,
parts at T and R « upper N.,W. Cover slightly damaged
Inside pen canceled #210. To Net $75,00 :

"Ten" - Bcott #208 - Cover - single tied by black Richmond "Apr -
i 1863" « Barly use., FPine margins 3 sides, close at T,
Unattraetive homemade cover. To Net $25,00

"Ten" - Secott #208 - Cover - single tied by "Pollard, Ala."
T Pale color, full margins - blue envelope - To Net $30.00
10¢ - Seott #210 - poor cover - Brown P,M. To Net § .50
202 - Green - #212 - Diagonal half on small pilece tied by

Charleston, S. C. Probably 0.K. but no proof, Bilsects
are worthless unless on full covers, showing use,rate
and genuine tie-ons., To Net $5.00

20¢ - Green - #212. Diagonal Half, poorly tied by Houston,
Texas to Liberty, Texas, Probably 0.K. but unsatisfactory
léoking. To Net $15,00

20¢ - Green - #2812 « Upper half tied by black postmark
indistinet. Probably 0.K. but unattradtive. To Net ﬁlo.gg




M. (Monte) and Mrs. Sameul

are regulars at the Roosevelt
again after a summer in Hawaii and
California . . . the heat in California
finally drove 'em back to cool New Or-
leans.

The old theatrical suverstition that
accidents go in cycles of three was
exemplified once more in the Hawaiian
Blue Room last month. Tut Mace, of
the dance team, slashed her hand to
start the cycle. Then J. J. Jones of the
Del Rio acrobatic trio, broke a bone in
his foot, and finally Pearl Hales, the
girl in the Del Rio act, hurt her knees
rehearsing an acrobatic solo as a substi-
tute for the Del Rio act. Helen Forrest,
local contortionist, featured several years
ago in the Blue Room, was rushed in
as a substitute and worked the last five
days. And did a grand job of it, too!

»

Meta Stauder, Chicago debutante,
who left the Buddy Rovers orchestra in
New Orleans, last winter, to go to Nas-
sau, is back with Buddy’s’ band as =
featured vocalist.

Tom Saucier, manager in the bar and
Fountain Lounge, has moved into his
new home in Lakeview.

The Nut Club was the first of the
revamped French Quarter niteries to get
under way for the Fall and Winter sea-
son, opening late last month.

From the way they sat around listen-
ing to the music of Ray McNamara,
and not dancing, it looked as if the
district postmasters, in convention here
last month, would rather play post-
office!

Isabel Miller, Junior Miss New Or-
leans in 1937, got her first break for
a professional singing career, last month,
with Harry James' orchestra at the Col-
lege Inn in the Sherman hotel in Chi-

cago. Her week’s tryout clicked and she
was signed indefinitely . . . she is under
the Music Corporation of American ban-
ner, the same ones who gave Dorothy
Lamour her start!

“Kid” Brock, who has been fighting
regularly on the cards at the Municipal
Auditorium, had the distinction, last
month, of getting knocked out and win-
ning a fight during the same night. Few

who saw him whale his way to victory
in the ring, knew that a couple of hours
before he had been struck on his head
by an unloosed blade of a fan in his
dressed room and knocked cold.

Conscience must have bitten deep
into one chap, during the last 10 months
. recently the Rose Room, on Com-

(Continued on page 58)

“Calling Mr. Smith”




Artists’  conception
of New Orleans' plight dur-
ing the reign of General Butler
in 1862. (On left) Drawing show-
ing a white man shining a negro's
shoes. On left below is another
drawing depicting a riotous court
room scene during these hectic
and tragic days. On right below
is the monument now standing at
the head of Canal street, erected
in honor of the men who finally
took matters in their own hands
and restored New Orleans
to her rightful place.




No Surrender

B.y
MEL WASHBURN

hen the bell of Christ Church,
then at Canal and Dauphine

streets, began to beat out the alarm on
the morning of Friday, April 25, 1862,
the people of New Orleans rushed
through a driving rainstorm to shout
defiance at Farragut's battle-angry fleet,
taking position in front of the city
which lay at point-blank range under
the loaded and aimed guns, for the Mis-
sissippi was at flood stage and the ships
rode high above the street level.

They knew they had been sacrificed
by their own government's bungling,
that their leadership had been incompet-
ent, that they could have organized and
carried through a better defence than the
officers sent by the Confederacy—as
newspapers of the time testify, as
Marion Southwood, who went through
those agonizing days, states in her book
“Beauty and Booty” (1867), and as
competent military analysis, years after
the tumult and the shouting had died,
proves. But the same determination
which sent Major Waldemar Hyllestad's
four companies of Zouaves to Pensacola,
Florida, on March 29, 1861, when the
South did not believe the North would
fight, stll animated the people when
General Mansfield Lovell came fleeing
up the river, the day before, from the
lost battle at the forts.

They began to destroy the immense
physical wealth of the port, lest it profit
the invaders. Fifteen thousand bales of
cottom, they rolled upon the levees, and
set afire; to these slow flames, they fed
the brittle fragrance of the tobacco in
the fat warehouses; they set the torch to
a dozen ships which, stuffed with com-
modities, were awaiting an opportunity
to run the blockade, and to twenty or
so steamboats; they burned the coal
yards, the wood yards and the lumber
yards; they sank the drydocks; they
smashed machinery in factories; they
dumped sugar and molasses into the
river and upon the muddy streets. The
sky was palled with the vastness of the
destruction—Ilater estimated at more

General Benjamin F. Butler, whose reign over the city of New Orleans
during the year of 1862, was one of the most tragic in the annals of
this historic old city.

than $10,000,000. Planters in the in-
terior destroyed an immense amount of
cotton.

Law and order broke down. Furious
mobs roared that Yankee gold had
opened the river gate. Hungry men
looted stores.

But New Orleans held to the cause
to which it had already devoted so much
—not only the Southerners, but the citi-
zens and subjects of other countries
resident there, even the consuls of for-
eign governments who, abandoning even
the fiction of neutrality preserved by
their chancelleries, made themselves one
with the Confederates,

“No surrender!” Mayor John T.
Monroe’s scornful reply to Farragut's
demand, was the voice of the people.
Even the threat to shell the city and
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blast the levee which held back the
rolling river did not bring down the
flag above City Hall. “The city is
yours by the power of brute force,”
Monroe wrote on the 26th, and added
the defiance: "It is for you to deter-
mine what shall be the fate that awaits
her.” 1In a shower of grapshot on that
same day, four men tore down the
Union colors which a military detail had
raised above the mint, dragged the
hated emblem through the cheering
city, and tore it into shreds, which they
distributed as souvenirs. Proudly blazon-
ing their names—W. B. Mumford,
Lieutenant N. Holmes, Sergeant Burns
and James Reed—The Daily Picayune
said: "They deserve great credit for
their patriotic act.” In a half-column

(Co.tinned on page 49)



An afternoon dress, embroidered with
teardrop beads; effective in brown
with turquoise beads . .. a Milgrim
original.

(Upper left) A three-piece costume
suit of imported wools—a wardrobe
in itself! Double-breasted jacket and
tailored skirt of herringbone tweed.
Collarless, fitted, full length coat in
harmonizing plaid. Jacket is bound in
plaid. Coat is faced with the tweed
of skirt and jacket. From Salon Patri-
cienne at Maison Blanche.

Fashion is "plaid-mad".
Colorful plaid wool
fitted jacket mated with
biscuit brown sheer wool
frock of simple lines;
high neck and long
sleeves. From Salon
Patricienne at Maison
Blanche.




NO SURRENDER

(Continued from page 19)

editorial on the 27th, that newspaper
urged the people to nail their courage
to the “calm and reliant hope for the : IS

moment which we may confidently trust _;"‘.- Live In The

is not remote when our brethren and our ; T T 3
countrymen will achieve our deliver- LAP OF LU[\UR‘ :-.:-‘
ance.” Eight Pickwick Rangers, who 3 &

had fought at Shiloh, headed a great
crowd and carried the Confederate flag
to the river front to flaunt before the
Union guns, while a fifer shrilled
“Garryowen,” “Bonnie Blue Flag” and
“Dixie.” When Federal marksmen

opened fire, a woman seized the staff
and waved the flag.

Not until April 29 did the Confed-
erate colors on City Hall drop—lowered
by a strong force, with cannon, which
Farragut sent ashore; not until June 7
did the Union flag rise in its place—
raised to the roar of thirty-four guns in Stﬂy at tbe
Lafayette Square, by a hastily organized
“Union Association of New Orleans,”

to give the semblance of submission by B E L M O N T
the people of a city which never sur-
rendered.

When Benjamin F. Butler, on May P L A Z A
1, landed with the advance guard of IN NEW YORK CITY
his 14,000 men, the people shouted
abuse at the dingy blue column march-

ing, tense-faced, under the gleam of
fixed bayonets; with personal insult,

You’ll have a radio, shower, tub and full-
length mirror in your spacious comfort-

they assailed the stodgy Butler as he able room.

struggled—for he had no ear for ) s
music—to keep step to the “Star You’ll be in the heart of the East Side’s
Spangled Banner;” all the way to the shopping and amusement center . . . only
rooffess customhouse, behind the granite 3 minutes from Grand Central.

walls of which the force citadeled itself,

they screamed the prediction that if the Two popular priced restaurants—both ful-
avenging Confederates did not drive ly air conditioned.

them out, Yellow Jack would.

In the Glass Hat, you'll enjoy danceable
music by famous orchestras.

Butler set up martial law, a condition
the Confederates established before him.

In his proclamation of May 3, he an- . - ‘
nounced that his purpose was “restoring Our carefully trained staff will give you

the city and state to the Union,” and expert service . . . make your stay com-
that he “had no intention of interfering pletely enjoyable.

with private rights or private property.”
To the Picayune of May 4, the procla- 800 ROOMS FROM $3.00

mation was a “sort of amnesty.”

It was certainly a more placating at- BELMONT PLAZA
itude than might have been expected New York Clty
jrom a military conqueror whose per-
on, whose army and whose flag had JOHN H. STEMBER, Manager
een so grossly insulted; and who had
irther experienced the defiance of the
eople in the refusal of the personnel
f the St. Charles hotel, in which he
tablished his headquarters, to serve; in
e refusal of The Delta to print his Contveniont o

-oclamation ; and in the refusal of the j
‘ayor to call on him, though later he New York World's Fair Grounds

( Continued on page 50)
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National Hotel RALPH HITZ
Management President

Company, Inc.
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New
Fall Delights

Just arrived—A com-
plete new selection
of fall costume jewel-
ry and novelties.

LEO MILLER

Jeweler
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You Haven't Visited
New Orleans Until
You've Tried Our

Oysters

J. KAMBUR CO., INC.
N Shippers |2

Dealers

HIGH GRADE OYSTERS
Shipped Anywhere in U.S.A.

Call GAlvez 8119

1129
NORTH BROAD AVE.

“We Serve The Roosevelt”

NO SURRENDER

(Continued from page 49)

grudgingly obeyed the summons and as
grudgingly accepted the charge to ad-
minister the civil affairs, so far as they
related to police and sanitary conditions.

Perhaps Butler was moved by senti-
ment—his father had served with An-
drew Jackson at New Orleans. But more
than that, it was to his interest, and the
interest of his government, to bring
about the restorations of peace as quick-
ly and with as little friction as possible.

He faced a tremendous problem.
There was no business; only groceries
and wholesale provision establishments
were open; the river front was a desola-
tion; the commercial streets—especially
Carondelet—were going into mourning
as black squares blocked out the gile
letters of proud and powerful firms;
every hotel was closed. The currency
situation was chaotic. Before the fall
of the forts, merchants had begun to
refuse Confederate notes, and the banks
had sent their metallic capital deep in-
to the Confederacy, or hidden it in the
vaults of friendly consulates. There was
no employment, a seven-ounce loaf of
bread cost five cents, the city was sown
with the dragon’s teeth of want and
hunger. Epidemic threatened. New
Orleans was seething with plots; within
striking distance hovered Confederate
commands, which might consolidate into
a counter-attack; and Butler could spare
only 2500 soldiers to garrison the city
—the rest were divided between Ship
Island, the river forts, Baton Rouge
which had fallen to Farragut’s fleet, and
the outposts which thinly held the ter-
ritory claimed by the Union advance.

To re-establish business, Butler en-
couraged merchants to import supplies,
and fined those who refused to open
their stores when they had something to
sell. To start the flow of Louisiana’s
cotton and sugar to market, he promised
full guarantees to all shipments from
the interior, and the return of the trans-
porting steamboats. To restore a sound
circulating medium, he promised the
banks protection if they brought back
the metallic currency they had sent out
of the city. They acquiesced, but the
Secretary of the Treasury of the Con-
federacy refused. Butler tried to make
the Dutch and French consulates return
the $2,316,196 of coin hidden in their
vaults and earmarked to foreign ac-
counts, some in payment for Confed-
erate munitions; but was estopped by
the ruling of the commissioner, Reverdy
Johnson, whom the Federal government
sent to placate the European govern-
ments, which protested such seizures, if
it were possible without making con-
cessions too humiliating.

Butler forbade the circulation of Con-
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federate notes after May 27. Buying
them at a discount and issuing them at
par, since the suspension of specie pay-
ment the preceding September, the
banks had piled up mighty profits at
the expense of the people. Calling on
their depositors to withdraw their ac-
counts before the 27th, they planned to
make another killing. Butler prevented
that, with his order of May 19, requit-
ing the payment of withdrawals in bills
of the bank, United States treasury
notes, gold or silver. He also ordered
the redemption of shinplasters (notes is-
sued by private companies) in equally
strong currency. Later in the year, one of
he street car companies sought to repu-
diate its tickets, which had circulated as
small change, because of counterfeiting.
General Banks, Butler’s successor, fol-
lowed Butler’s policy of supporting the
many against the few, and in his order
of December 28, required full redemp-
tion, though he promised additional pre-
tection against counterfeiting in the fu-
ture.

Butler could give an order, and “The
Union Must and Shall Be Preserved”
would be deeply chiseled in the granite
base of Jackson’s monument; but he
could not change the people of New
Orleans with a word. Not that he ex-

(Continued on page 51)

For Better Optical Service

S Nelehm $Smith =

OPTOMETRISTS AND
OPTICIANS

HOTEL ROOSEVELT

PHONE RAYMOND 8429

129 Baronne Street

Old Uyioy
BEER.

UNION BREWING CORPORATION
NEW ORLEANS, U.S.A.

™




NO SURRENDER
(Continued from page 50)
pected a community, so many of the
sons of which were filling bloody
trenches or graves, to become cordial, or
even reconciled, overnight; but he was
not prepared for the insulting and—
cOnditions being as explosive as they
were—alarming attitude that continued:
for instance, the mayor’s tender of “the
freedom and hospitalities of the city’
to visiting French warships, an assump-
tion of sovereignty that was, as Butler
said, a deliberate challenge to the power
of the United States; the beating of per-
sons who showed a willingness or eager-
ness to embrace the old allegiance; and
the methods by which the women sought
‘o keep alive the spirit of rebellion:
vearing the Confederate flag in their
ostumes, proclaiming Confederate suc-
=sses—numerous at that time—in other
reatres of war, and open manifesta-
1ons of scorn. Union men and officers
re it with good humor and tolerant
derstanding when ladies withdrew,
their entrance into a pew, to other
ts of the church; when, standing on
conies, they turned their backs to
>roaching uniforms; and when they
bped into the streets to avoid the
sibility of contact on the sidewalks.
- their endurance wore thin when
nen screamed abuse and filth at
m, and drenched them with unspeak-

Jane Claire, dynamic young New Or-
leans singer, who is back in the Foun-
tain Lounge for a short engagement,
after several months on Broadway.

able slops from second-story windows.
To put a stop to such outrages, and to
prevent the outbreak—to be quenched
by blood—which their continuance made
inevitable, Butler, on May 15, issued the
woman order, the famous No. 28:

“As the officers and soldiers of the
United States have been subjected to re-
peated insults from the women (calling
hemselves ladies) of New Orleans, in
return for the most scrupulous non-in-
terference and courtesy on our part, it
is ordered that hereafter when any fe-
male shall, by word, gesture or move-
ment, insult or show contempt for any
officer or soldier of the United States,
she shall be regarded and held liable to
be treated as a woman of the streets
plying her vocation.”

This was interpreted, for propaganda
purposes, by the Confederacy, by British
and French interests, and by opponents
of Lincoln’s policies in the North, as
an open invitation to the army to help
itself to rape.

Butler's order was not directed at the
snubs by the ladies, but at the indecen-
cies committeed by such women as The

(Continued on page 52)
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Picayune described on May 9—those
whose “shameless conduct” on ‘“our
streets and thoroughfares” had become
a “'shocking nuisance,” and whose ar-
rest it demanded, “whether arrayed in
fine clothes or in rags,” In New Or-
leans, when “women of the town” made
themselves objectionable by their im-
portunities or otherwise, they were
thrown into jail for a night, and fined
$5. That is the treatment which Butler
had in mind. There is no record of
any soldier who because of Order No.
28 made what may chastely be described
as a false move towards any respectable
woman.

Monroe refused. to carry on. Sending
him and other city officials to intern-
ment camps, Butler set up a military
government with Major (later General)
G. F. Shepley as commandant, Captain
Jonas H. French, provost marshal, act-
ing as chief of police, and Major Joseph
M. Bell, provost judge, dispensing jus-
tice from the bench. On May 20, he
issued an order: “No person will be
permitted to insult or interfere with any
officer or soldier in the discharge of

his duty. No person hereafter will be
permitted to denounce or threaten with
personal violence any citizen of the
United States for the expression of
Union and loyal sentiments.”” Then he
began to crack down.

He might have pardoned Mumford,
condemned to death by the provost court
for desecrating the United States flag,
the only one of the four caught, had he
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not believed that mercy would be con- '
strued as fear, A few days before, he

had commuted the death sentence of six
parole-breaking members of the Monroe
Guards, and won the commendation of
The Picayune June 5: “The clemency
of General Butler was wise and judici-
ous, and will, we doubt not, be gratify-
ing to the community.” Their plea was
that parole was for gentlemen, and they
were not gentlemen. Butler saw them
as vicitims of the system against which
he was struggling—the power of the
“aristocrats,” who, he believed, had
brought on the war and were responsi-
ble for the intransigeance in New Or-
leans. Mumford’s offense, to him,
symbolized that spirit. So he closed his
heart to the pleadings of the man’s wife
and children, and of the Union men
who united their voices to hers, and Q
ordered the execution on the 6th, The
infantry and cavalry which faced the

huge, silent crowd in front of the mint

that morning symbolized the inexorable
military enforcements which Butler

would thenceforth exact.

On June 10, he required the oath of
allegiance to the United States from all ,
who exercised public authority or any )
kind, or asked any favors of the gov-
ernment beyond police protection; on
July 11, he prohibited the assembly of
more than three persons in the streets
or public squares; on August 16, he dis-
armed the rebellious population, con-
fiscating six thousand weapons of all
kinds—even fencing foils and cere-
monial swords—for information about
which he paid from $3, for bowie
knives, to $10, for guns.

This put most of the civil population
at the mercy of negroes who were
threatening to get out of hand. Father
Claude Pascal Maistre, pastor of St
Rose de Lima church, openly incited the
negroes against the whites. There were
uprising on a number of plantations,
with more or less violence. Bands of
ex-slaves roved through the city, com-
mitting robberies, and insulting whites.
As early as July 18, The Picayune re-
ported that “The Federal soldiers are
beginning to complain of the impudent
airs which the spoiled negroes are be-
ginning to put on.”

Resistance continued. Mrs. Anna
Larue, wife of a gambler, almost causec
a riot in front of the St. Charles hote
July 10, by displaying the Confederat
flag, reviling Union soldiers, and pr
phesying victory for Jefferson Davi
“A flagmania seems to have taken
session of quite a number of the i
habitants of New Orleans, particula
of the genter sex,” chronicled T
Picayune ten days later. “Finding
dangerous to exhibit Confederate flag

(Continued on page 5
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either on houses, in bonnets or on
bosoms, it has now become quite com-
mon to abuse those who exhibit a prefer-
ence for the old star-spangled banner.”
A shop-keeper put a skeleton, placarded
“Chickahominy” in his show window;
a man exhibited a cross which, he gloat-
ingly asserted, had been carved from the
bone of a Yankee; the funeral proces-
sion of a young lieutenant was greeted
with laughter.

Butler increased the pressure, multi-
plied the arrests. To ask a policeman
how many time he had taken the oath,
was to incur a fine of $10, as The Pica-
yune reported July 29. He imprisoned
Father (later Archbishop) Napoleon
Joseph Perché, editor of “Le Propaga-
teur Catholique” in his own house, and
suppressed that organ because of its
secessionist policies; he closed several
Protestant churches because the minis-
ters refused to offer up the prayer for
the President of the United States. But
Father James Ignatius Mullon, pastor of
St. Patrick’s church, defied him with so
much spirit, that Butler allowed the fiery
Irishman to conduct services as he
wished.

The Confiscation Act, passed by Con-
gress, July 17, and Lincoln’s Emancipa-
tion Proclamation of September 22, ef-
fective January 1, 1863, gave Butler a
new club. The former declared im-
mediate confiscation of the property of
Confederates who held civil or military
office, but gave all others sixty days
within which to return to the allegiance
of the United States and save their prop-
erty. The latter was not a general
liberation of slaves, but was another ex-
pression of the confiscation policy, for
it withheld freedom from negroes be-
longing to loyal Unionists in the South-
ern territory which the Federals had
brought under their power.

Nowhere in the South were the con-
fiscation laws so rigidly applied. Butler
seized $245,760 of the Confederate gov-
ernment, on deposit in the banks, and
shipped about four hundred church and
plantation bells—some dating back as
far as 1775—which patriots had sent to
New Orleans to be cast into cannon—
to the North, where they were sold
for $30,000. He had already seized the
omes of General D. E. Twiggs and of
ohn Slidell, two prominent Confed-
ates, and csmb]lshed his residence m
e former. Under the new order, he
real estate, money, securities,
‘niture, horses, works of art, com-
dities, table silver, personal jewelry,
n the clothes. At the auctions, where
property was sold for the account of
. United States, immense values were
(Continued on page 54)
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knocked down, to speculators, for a
small percentage of their worth.

In August, he laid a levy of $312,176
against the two hundred-odd business
men who had subscribed $1,250,865 to
the Confederate war chest, and $29,200
against the cotton brokers who had ad-
vocated the freezing of the cotton move-
ment in the hope of precipitating for-
eign intervention. In December, he re-
peated that assessment. His purpose was
two-fold: to feed the destitute when the
Free Market, which had been supported
by local subscriptions, ran out of money;
and to weaken the power of the classes.

Theoretically, the emancipation proc-
lamation kept 87,000 negroes in slavery
in Louisiana, the property of loyal Un-
ion men or foreigners; but Butler ap-
plied its principles so thoroughly—in-
voking the laws of their countries which
forbade the possession of slaves by their
subjects anywhere in the world, against
British and French residents who had
aided the Confederacy—that all but
about seven thousand slaves, owned by
Unionists of unquestioned loyalty, were
freed.

He operated confiscated sugar plan-
tations with liberated slaves on a day’s
wage basis.

“Landing with a military chest con-
taining but seventy-five dollars,” Butler
boasted in his farewell address to the
army December 15, “‘from the hoards of
a rebel government, you have given to
your country’s treasury nearly a half-
million of dollars, and so supplied your-
selves with the needs of your service
that your expedition has cost your gov-
ernment less by four-fifths than any
other.”

The total losses to the people were
a great deal larger than that. The fact
that the United States Relief Commis-
sion was supporting more than five
times as many persons as the old Free
Market—10,541 families in December,
according to the official report, some
32,000 men, women and children—
shows what the losses and seizures
meant. “Many who, twelve months ago,
were rich in this world’s goods,” com-
mented The Picayune on November 1,
“now experience comparative poverty’s
keen pinches; many, then not wealthy
but in comfortable circumstances, are
now but little removed from absolute
want; the then really poor are now al-
most—in some cases, alas—entirely des-
titute.”

It has been asserted that Butler and
his brother, A. J. Butler, enriched them-
selves by vast stealings. In New Or-
leans the general is still known as
“Spoon Butler” when he is not called
“Beast Butler.” There is no doubt about
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the corruption and graft and thefes by
his agents, and those who represented
themselves to be the agents of the gov-
ernment. Many such were detected and
punished. The two Butlers may have
been equally guilty; but—excellent busi-
ness men, with much capital and more
credit—they could have grown rich by
legal means: for with turpentine $3 in

(Continued on page 55)
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New Orleans and $38 in New York,
sugar three cents a pound in New Or-
leans and six in New York, flour $6
a barrel in New York and $25 in New
Orleans, drygeoods almost at pre-war
prices in New York and several hun-
dred per cent higher in New Orleans,
the situation was made-to-order for the
speculator when the port was opened in
June. Exchange rates added to the
enormous profits; so did the auctions.
There are always profiteers to fatten on
the life-savings of the victims of war,
which is monstrous in all its manifesta-
tions. The basic wealth was not de-
stroyed—it changed hands. New Or-
leans’ assessment rolls as of November,
1862, showed a total of $121,705,265,
as compared with $124,174,403 the
year before. Individuals who stole, rob-
bed their own government, not the New
Orleans victims, for the law had already
stripped them,

By December, more than 61,000 Or-
leanians had taken the oath of allegi-
ance. The Picayune was to say editori-
ally, on January 25, 1863, “there can
be no peace, and will be none, until
this furious, Bedouin spirit gives place
to more rational and liberal views.” But
there were many who spurned even the
outward seeming of submission. They
had never surrendered, they never would
surrender—neither they, nor their chil-
dren, nor their children’s children.
Some asked permission to leave the city
for Secessia, as Confederate territory
was called. Butler granted it. Better
to risk what they might do in the ranks
of the enemy than in his own strong-
hold. Others remained, to forment un-
rest, and bring punishment upon them-
selves and their community.

Even his bitterest enemies had praise
for Butler’s sanitation work. “He was
the best scavenger we have ever had,”
furiously admits Marion Southwood,
whose book attacks him on every other
front. The only time the streets were
ever so clean was ‘“just after the
memorable epidemic of 1853,” said
The Picayune on November 13.

In a city without sewerage or drain-
age systems even remotely suggesting
modern facilities, ceaseless vigilance and
continuous effort were necessary to
maintain even the poor health condi-
tions that were then possible. Under
the pressure of war, sanitation was ne-
glected. Uncleaned for months, the
streets, the gutters and the canals were
a lothsome reek. The air was “‘pois-
oned,” said The Picayune May 11; on
the 27th, it described “standing pools
of feculent filth”” and “‘streets in which
it is absolutely noisome and sickening

(Continued on page 56)
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to walk;” and on the 30th, the "thick
and foul scum” which exhaled its pesti-
lential vapors from the gutters. Every-
one knew what such conditions boded if
yellow fever invaded New Orleans from
Havana or Nassau, where it was going
great guns.

Butler enforced quarantine and fumi-
gation regulations at the mouth of the
river; he organized an army of sanita-
tion, which scraped and broomed and
cleaned the city from one end to the
other; he flushed the filthy gutters; he
restored the flow that was possible in
canals through such a flat country.

One case of yellow fever appeared in
New Orleans—a victim who brought
the infection from Nassau. He was iso-
lated, and the disease did not spread.
If it had, New Orleans would probably
have been a worse pest house than in
1853, for the city was much larger, and
contained more unacclimated persons—
Unionists fresh from the North. In
1853, the mortality from yellow fever
was one in ten of total population, one
in four of those who were susceptible.
The Great Plague of London (1665)
killed only one in thirteen. Butler re-
ported October 1 that the total death
rate showed New Orleans “to be the
most healthy city in the United States.”

Butler also did much work along the
river. When the Mississippi crevassed,
May 24, in the Berlin (General Persh-
ing) street section, and engulfed the
large spread of vegetable gardens there,
he rebuilt the levee, He also built up
part of the river-front with batture sand
—adding $1,000,000 in real estate
values to the city, according to his own
estimate.

Business began to struggle back. By
September 14, flour had dropped to $6
a barrel, Supplies were plentiful. Ex-
ports were bringing in money. On De-
cember 5, the St. Charles hotel re-
opened. The city’s schools were reor-
ganized, after the Boston system, with
teachers’ salaries ranging from $600 to
$2000 a year. New Orleans elected two
members to Congress—Benjamin F.
Flanders and Michael Hahn, both Un-
ion men—by the vote of those who had
taken the oath of allegiance, but that
vote was greater by one thousand than
the vote for secession, a fact which re-
flected the growth of Union sentiment.
Butler began to plan the roofing of the
customhouse.

He was superseded by General Na-
thaniel P. Banks, who reached New Or-
leans December 14. Butler was given a
tremendous ovation at good-bye cere-
monies on December 23, the day on
which Jefferson Davis, in Richmond,

(Continued on page 57)
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Va., branded him an “outlaw and com-
mon enemy of mankind,” and ordered
his immediate hanging by any Confed-
erate force that might capture him.
Banks was received like manna. He
was a Yankee, but he was not Butler.
By calling off property sales, rescinding
the church orders, and releasing prison-
ers, he “tried his utmost to revive the
drooping spirits of the inhabitants of the
city,” to quote Marion Southwood. But
he, too, experienced the temper of the
people he was sent to govern, in the
pocket handkerchief war.

On February 20, a large crowd,
principally women and children, went
to the steamboat landing to bid good-
bye to Southerners who preferred hung-
er and danger in Confederate territory,
to plenty and humiliation under the
hated Union power. There was much
running to and fro, there were many
shouts of encouragement—and defiance,
there was a great waving of handker-
chiefs. Federal officers ordered the
crowd to stop the demonstration. This
inspired the women to put on a real
show. The soldiers presented bayonets:
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A real Hawaiian Pineapple, New Or-
leans grown by Mr. E. A. Farley, was
displayed in the lobby of the Roosc-
velt. The first time such a horticul-
tural feat has ever been performed in
this city, the pineapple was propagated
entirely by chemical solutions.

the women laughed, even the soldiers
grinned. It was a situation for which
military text books proposed no formula.
The best the soldiers could do was to
brace and shove and hope the women
would tire before they did, or that the
boat would end the crisis by pulling
out.

The struggle was immortalized- in
doggerel, which for many years de-
lighted the South. The joyful irony of
“The Pocket Handkerchief War” ap-
pears in all its detail in “Beauty and
Booty,” pages 279-81. Here is a typical
sanza, which shows New Orleans still
defiant, in spite of all it had been
through:

“That night, released from all our
toils,
Our dangers past and gone:
We gladly gathered up the spoils
Ouwur chivalry had won!
Five hundred ’kerchiefs we had
snatched
From Rebel ladies’ hands,
Ten parasols, two shoes
matched),
Some ribbons, belts and bands,
And other things that 1 forgot;
But then you'll find them all
As trophies in that hallowed spot—
The cradle—Faneuil Hall!”

(not

And so with the departure of Gen-
eral Butler from New Orleans ended
one of the most tragic, the most chaotic,
the most costly and the most humilat-
ing period in the history of this his-
toric old city . . . . the one city of the
Confederacy that never surrendered.
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