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The United States Graf Zeppelin Issue

The stanp reproduced above is the only counterfeit craf zeppelin issue
to have been submitted to the Foundation. The high value Zepp, Scott +C15,
was sent in to the Foundation in 1952 (at a time when catalogue vaLue was
just $62.50). The stamp was easily recognj.zed as a counterfeit. To date,
no good counterfeits of the U.S. Graf Zeppelins have surfaced.

The issue is, however, not lrithout its problems -- no surprise given
the significant values involved. Eollowing is a summary of the Expert
Comnittee findings for all U.S. Graf ZeppeLins submitted to date.
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For the most part, the zePps are a ncleann issue, with the Percentage
of fauliy stamps baing'relativi-Iy low. This is to be expected given their
rltutirreiy recint issr]e date (ApriL 19, 1930). As a modern issue they have
not been -suUjectea Lo the ravages of time or old nountj.ng Practices'

some zepps have nonetheless been damaged. what is significant in the
statistics ii'tire irign proportj-on of regummed stamps that .were discovered
to atso have tears] thini, or other faults. The following percentages
highlight this fact !

Unused Singles, percentage of faulty stamps to total submissions:

Regunmed stamPs with faults 36.3t 42.18 3I.3* 35'68

Although these figures will come as no great surprise, they do.serve
u" "., irpo.f"rrt reminier to experienced philatelists and as a warning to
ifr" uni'rritiatea. The signific^ance of re-gum:ned stamps is not only in the
lack of original gum but j.n the tampering to which such stamps may have
been subjected prior to regunming.

Any stanp that has had back danage is, in particular, a candidate for
regummi-ng. A f j.l]eal-in thin or a repaired. tear can be concealed by a nel'
;;ai;g 5f gum and even the collectoi who is aware of the regumming nay not
be ab16 to aetect the more serious danage that lies belovr the surface. Not
iit regummed stanPs necessarily have concealed. gamaggg, but the figYf:" do

i"ai"iit .-i"iy high rario of iuch problens. This aituation is valid for
aLl issues, not just for the zePpelins.

O.G. stamps with f aul ts

Fi rst Day Usages
Other Usages
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As clean as the off cover submissions may be, the zePp on-cover- sub-
missions can only ue desciiuea as exceptional.- Following iie the submis-
sions to date:
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wha! is renarkable is that of the forty-four submissions above, only
one cover was found to have a danaged stamp' that being a non-First Day C15

rriit a .epaired lolrer right corneri Again, the relatively recent vintage
6i-itt i"'"rE wouia rimit-the alamaged p5pulation, but the recent issue date
notv, ith standi ng, a 2.3t damage raie on cover is still quite low.
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The cover reproduced here is a fascinating oddity for the-postal
historian. submj.ttad for experti.zing in 1963, the cover was determined by
tn- nip.it committee to be i 'genuine postal use that wenL through the
mails Ly oversightr. Franked h,iah just three 2c stamps (already cancefled
in Atla;ta, ceoigia), the cover got a "free riden on the Lakehurst-sevilla-
Friedrichshafen if iiirt for which-the required Ietter rate was $1.30.

Previous Analysis and Counterfeit Leaflets

Free of charge (l of each). Available only to Contributors.

The Uniteal Nations I I/2c Precancel
The Pan Ameri.can Issue of 1901
The canada 1851 Beaver Issue of 1893 and

Newfoundland 4c Issue of 1857
The Columbian Issue of 1893
U.s. coil Issues, f908-1922
The First u.s. General Issue of 1847
U.S. Air Mail Issues, 1918-1923
The vatican Provisional overPrints of 1934
The Issues of Tibet
The U.s. lc Issue of 1851
The U.S. Ic Green (scott *544)
The confederate states 2c Green Lithograph of 1862
The First Issues of Halvaii (Scott +1-26)
The Provj.dence, Rhode Island,

Postnaster Provisionals of 1845
The I1e de France Air Mail Provisional of 1928
The Ninety cents Issue of 1860
The Trans-uississippi Issue of 1898
The Three cent Issue of 1869
The Tvo Cent Issue of 1917 (Scott *519)
The Harding Memorial Issue of 1923
The Canada Jubif ees
ghe Grounded Pl ane
The British Penny Black i

Detectj.ng Removed CanceLlati ons


