Scrapbook No. 38 October 28, 1955

1. Jack Molesworth 3¢ pink cover 10¢ 69 cover

2. M.C. Blake re Data on Boston Directory 1847 cover

3. Mrs. John B. Dale Re 3¢ 1861 PINK Block

4. Jack Dick re 3¢ 1851 Bisect Block Ex. Emerson

5. Henry Meyer — M.C. Blake re 3¢ + 2¢ cover Boston

6. Barrett G. Hindes Re 1869 INVERTS

Ths Marcus J. Brown Re 30¢ 1860 cover

8. Fenton A. Johnson Re Service Cover 133 5¢ 47 Plus Swarts
9. Phil G. Rust Re 10¢ 1855 Paint Strip Ex. Beardsley

10. | Paul Graberre 1¢ 1837 99R2 See 38-27

11. | Harry Ketter Re 24¢ 1869 cover Lot 600 Waterhouse

12. | John Pope lll: Re Wheeling Pre Cancel

13. | C.C. Hart Re 5¢ 1847 “Bloomington lowa cancel

14. | E.C. Krug —Re 9 covers to authenticate

15. | Harmer Rooke 5¢ 47 From Canada 5¢ 57 + 10¢ 57 to France
16. | K.E. Keister — 3 covers

17. | Morris Everett by flag of truce Due 3 & Due 6

18. | Elmer Stuart 5¢ 47 Orange 2¢ 1869 ?

19. | Jack Molesworth re 2¢ Border Rate to Woodstock

20. | Mrs. C. Dora Hanus Re Dietz & Nelson Cover

21. | E.C. Krug re 3¢ 1861 PINK Cover page Sale 12/2/55

22. | Jack Molesworth re 10¢ 1855 Type IV 55L

23. | L.G. Brookman re 5¢ 1847 “TONI” by Rust

24. | E.B. Jessup Re —Adams cover

25. | Ernst Muller of Basel

26. | E. Perry Re 3¢ 1861 Block Waterhouse PINK

27. | L.G. Brookman Re Garber 99R2 1¢ 1857 See 38-10

28. | C.C. Hart Re 10¢ 1847 Cover WAY

29. | H.R. Harmer Inc. re 12¢ Bisect to England 12¢ Rate

30. | Howard Lehman re 5¢ providence Cover

31. | E.C. Krug 5¢ 47 Cover from PAIGE Chicago

32. | M. Fortgang 3 covers 1¢ 57 - 1¢ 57 5¢ to France Sep 1857
33. | Paul Rohlott Two lowa Covers

34. | E.C. Krug covers in H.R.H sale Dec. 12, 1955

35. | Mel C. Nathan Re NewYork PostMaris To Calif

36. | John D. Pope Il Re 10¢ 47 cover to Laurens CH. S.C.

37. | H. Lehman Re Adams Express Cover sold Dave Baker

38. | Walter Senchuk re 1¢ 51 and various items

39. | J.E. Rasdale re Earliest use 10¢ 57 Type V

40. | J.E. Molesworth Re 5¢ 57 — O.B. Cover

41. | John Pope Ill Re 10¢ 47 N.Y. Round Grid Cover to Spain - 13¢ rate
42. | Elmer Stuart Re 5¢ 47 Cover earliest from Chicago

43. | Raul Rohlott Re Covers Erie Ship Telegraph Duchess Liberty
44. | Willis Cheney Re Stark Registered
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45. | Mrs. C. Dora Hanus Re 5¢ 1856 N.Y. Ocean Mail

46. | D.N. Mclnroy re 10¢ 1847

47. | John Pope lll re 5¢ N.Y. Cover with “STEAM”

48. | Robt Siegel re 5¢ 56 cover to Swiss

49. | Herman Herst Jr. ReConfed Cover 5¢ Rose

50. | Mort Neinken Re Cover to Singapore Re 1¢ 57 Pl. Eleven Curl
51. | Gaspare Signorelli Re Doakesville 10¢ 47 Cover

52. | Jack Molesworth Re Various Covers Over pays to France
53. | Mrs. C. Dora Hanus Re 5¢ 57 cover to Spain

54. | Dr. W.S. Polland Re Cover 3¢ 61 + 1¢ 61 + Boyd

55. | MajJ.C.Avery re 2¢ B.J. S.F Fake Re Chicago Perf

56. | Lawrence & Graves re 5-6- 7RI

57. | L.B.Chapman Re 1¢ 57 Pl. 4 IlIA

58. | J.H. Wall Re Stampless from West Africa With 3¢ 51

59. | Paul Christopher re 1¢ 57 [lIA

60. | D.N. McInroy Re three 10¢ 55-5 5 1847

61. | Col. Ed B. Murphy re 10¢ 1861 Mountain City CT

62. | Philatelic Foundation Re - 1¢ 57 Octagon Phil

63. | Van Dyk Mac Bride Re Confed Official Envel.




RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK
Mr. Jack E. Molesworth " OR DATE
L 3
STREET AND NO. (& (Y
BOSTON (i16) Mass. all Sh;
CITY AND STATE A
WS i
’;4" L
If you want a D 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, -
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered
delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955




Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.
. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
X U.'S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Oct. 28, 1955,

Mr. Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon Sto,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:
Re = yours of the 25th, I am herewith returning the two covers,

1861 - Syracuse, N.,Y, to Woodbury, Conn, This is not a PINKE;
but rather a Rose with some resemblance to a PINK, It is what I call a
P#gh P.os§ and it is not a scarce shame, Far too many stamps in this
assification are sold as the PINK, " the PJF, did not think the
Waterhouse was PINK, do you believe you could persuade them to state this
copy was a PINK? DMaybe yes, maybe no. They might call it a RED,

Your 3¢ 1857 cover, What happened to some of the letters? For ex-
ample, "OSTON.," When any painting or retouching is done to a cover, need
I tell you that the cover becomes damaged property? The Stark cover is
fine, This one of yours is not,

e = your query about your valentine cover. I imagine your price
would be such that I could not add enough to make handling worth while,
Why not offer it to Harry Keffer?

Sincerely yoursy
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BNAPS.
- Jack £. Moleswnrth
Philaielic Dealer \and Broker

102 Beacon Street
PBoston 16, Massachusetts

October 25, 1955,

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.O. Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

Though I appreciate your sending along the three lots of covers,
as mentioned in my October 18th. letter most are not the type for
which I have an outlet. I am, therefore, returning all but nine of
the covers and will add those nine to the ones already on hand and
hope that enough will sell to make the sending worthwhile for both
of us. Some of those returned would be of interest except for the
price which I do not beliéve would stand any further increase. I
note you have a "N.Y, and Boston and S.M.B. and R.R.R." cover
priced at $37.50. I have one in stock with a very clear strike on
the same stamp which you could have for $15.00 if you are interested.

(Bwnclosd For (four -n;,uW»)

I was quite interested in your letter sent out regarding the
3¢ 1861 block of twelve in the Waterhouse sale as I understood that
it had been turned down by the P,F., At the time such information
reached me I was quite doubtful as to the quality of that opinion
since I saw the block myself when it was on display in New York and
considered it to be as nice a regular pink shade as I had ever seen.
I bid on it in the sale and was, I believe, the underbidder and
probably would have gone higher had I been there in person.

Enclosed is a cover which appears to have a genuine pink on
it., What is your opinion? If you agree it is pink, please sign
the reverse, advise your fee and I shall remit promptly as usual.

With-best regards,
‘:::fi_" anAg
Jagg/E. Molesworth
JEM/vE /‘/
<}?5- S;L- éT‘LA»1: A~ o/'ciu77 gi—a. < __ é//;v/f(ca/SZFl_T:
Couvw (LYL Nice / (837 7"7/91 I(/ Tied

. (W2l d g B be qpeleﬁrzki_ i

.
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BNAYS.
Jark E. Molesworth
Philatelic Dealer and Broker
102 Bearon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts
November 3, 1955,
Mr., Stanley B, Ashbrook
P.O. Box 31 )
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue ?(,8) f
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 0(t do:
; @e 91‘612»“' w7
Dear Stan, _ Z ¥

My thanks for yours of October 26th. and also the cover
listing of October 28th, You are quite correct that I erred
in omitting cover #1086 at $8.50 from my list of those re-
tained as I did keep it here and did not return it to you.
Your list therefore agrees exactly with what I have kept.

Ward has been taking swipes at McBride for several months
now., They had quite a battle over McBride's reprints and I
believe McBride has taken the worst of the battle., I must say
that I get a certain amount of vicarious pleasure in watching
these two battle it out,

Enclosed is an 1869 cover on which I believe the rate is
probably correct but the tying cancel does not look too good
to me, I would, therefore, appreciate your examining it and
letting me know your opinion as to whether or not these stamps
were originally used on this:cover., If you feel it is okay

£ please sign the reverse, advise your fee and I shall remit
promptly as usual.

_With-best regards,

/.
Jack E M‘mﬁ

3
JEM/vE
@.5. Pib el comsider Yo 2¢ (857 Covw
~o cAeAd A bt S Lnd
[hawe bevn T2
Vc,a/‘.adc P 0 | "\—\_,N—co.“u‘.“c [

3 e::\.J »>ve ob,‘y ¢

T— ;:\Cu V}- "WW;/( 6 i'?L Jr-u//\
C—OUM Nuv»ﬂ. UAICi€ FEViows 47%“‘4"‘#

b Ve price oi J—MFW(;&VW Conside [N~
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

svtTo  ady Jack E. Molesworth

STREET AND NO,

BOSTON (16) Mass.

CITY AND STATE

POSTMARK

3\ [I5E
\ .,.’ Yo 'Qv'
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom, i g -/&n'
return receipt, to whom when, and address N\, }“H % ';t '
check which and when where delivered ‘HoM =
delivered :

POD Form 3800
Apr, 1955



Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the ‘address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1 1058 16—71547-1
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Nov. 9, 1955.

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith your 10¢ 1869 cover to Hanover, This originated at
Baltimore and that office used this bright red ink on foreign
maidl for quite a pericde I see no reason to question this cover,

AR e cancels look okay to me, This was a double, I have signed
; AN on the back for you, The fee is $2,00,

Jack, I note you stated that some of the Stark covers were re-
touched or fixed or monkeyed with, Please return any such to me as
soon as possible so that I can throw them ocut if they show any mohkey-
business., I can hardly believe I would have overlooked any such.

Re = your 3¢ 1857 cover that I suspected was retouched, I did not
make photograph but I did make a record by color slide, It is being
processed at present, I will send the slide to you when I receive it,

I am in receipt of yours of the 4th with the 1¢ ?51 Valentine
envelope and a valentine, The envelope seems rather large for the
enclosure = and no date in the postmark., I would not buy this myself
and if it belonged to me I would not price it over $15,00, Should
I try and sell it at that price? ‘

Regards,

Yours ete.,

(38-1)
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MAURICE C. BLAKE
11 MASON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

November 8, 1955

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley.

This afternoon I consulted the Boston Directories issued

pemE

( July 1, 1849, July 1, 1850, and July 1, 1851,

The Directory of July 1, 1849 for the year 1849-1850(July 1)
contains no mention of the Bank of Commercej does not have the name of
A, S. Lincoln in the list of individuals in the City of Boston; does list
"Foster, William H, Cashier Grocers' Bank; house 754 Washington St.,"

The Directory issued July 1, 1850 does include in the list

5 of Banks on page 30 merely the name of the Bank of Commerce, but without
. any details, as follows:

"BANK OF COMMERCE., No, 83 State Street, CAPITAL

- The name of A, S. Lincoln does net appear in the list of individuals in

Boston as of July 1, 1850, Furthermore, as of this date in 1850 there
still appears, as befores
"Foster, William H, Cashier Grocers' Bank; house 754 Washington St."

‘The Directory issued July 1, 1851 does have in the list of
individuals alphabetically arranged both Fostei iand Lineéln, as followss

"Foster, William H, Cashier Bank of Commerce; house 754 Washington St."

"Linceln, A. S, Paying Teller Bank of Commerce; house at Medford,"

A This July 1, 1851 Directory gives details sbout the Bank of

‘Commerce,page 23, thus:
"BANK OF COMMERCE. No. 83 State Street. CAPITAL §1,500,000,
Edwd, C. Bates, President. Wm, H, Foster, Cashier,"
Then follow. the names of nine Directors, ands

/

"C. H, Warner, First Bookkeeper, Merrill N, Boyden, Second Bookkeeper,

A. S. Lincoln, Paying Teller, Geo., W, Harris, Discount Clerk,
A, Bates, Collection Clerk, Wallis S, Chase, Assistant Clerk,
R. N, Woolworth, Messenger, J., W. Hunt, Assistant Messenger,"

From the above data evidently the Bank of Commerce had at
least begun organization prior to July 1, 1850, DPossibly a search of the
Boston newspapers of 1850 and 1851 would reveal just when the Bank opened
for business at 83 State Street. However, the fact that ¥m, H. Foster was
still listed on July 1, 1850 as Cashier of the Grocers' Bank and the fact
that the name of A, S. Lincoln does not appear in the Directory of July 1,
1850, but does appear first in the issue of July 1, 1851 seem to.provide
rather conclusive evidence that Iincoln was not at the Bank of Commerce

as early as April 10, 1850 and therefore that the Waterhouse cover quite
certamﬂy wa.s postmarked Aprll 10, 1851. B

I have found the November, 1956, Issue No, 56 of your
Special Service very interesting and informative,

With best regards,
Sincerely yours,

Masrcee . Cpolakie
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lNove 14y 1955.

z"h'. Mo Co Bla.ke,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:
Thanks very much for your good letter of the

&6th with the detailed information regarding the
"Bank of Commerce, Boston” and its officers and
employees, 1 am immensely pleased to have these
facts and do appreciate your kind assistance,

With all good wishes =

Cordially yours,



Further regarding the Waterhouse cover, Lot 88, in the Waterhouse sale of June

* 1955 -~ a 5¢=10¢ 1847 cover addressed to A. S. Lincoln, Bank of Commerce, Boston.
A friend of mine in Boston made the following report to me under date of Novem-
! beI‘ mh, 1955, qllote:

"This afternoon I consulted the Boston Directories issued July 1, 1849,
July 1, 1850, and July 1, 1851. ;

The Directory of July 1, 1849 for the year 18,9-1850 (July 1) contains no
mention of the Bank of Commerce; does not have the name of A, S. Lincoln in the
list of individuals in the City of Boston; does list 'Foster, William H., Cashier
Grocers' Bank; house 754 Washington St.'!

The Directory issued July 1, 1850 does include in the list of Banks on page
30 merely the name of the Bank of Commerce, but without any deta:.ls, as follows:

'BANK OF COMMERCE, No. 83 State Street, CAPITAL __
The name of A. S, Lincoln does not appear in the list of individuals in Bosgton as
of July 1, 1850. Furthermore, as of this date in 1850 there still appears, as
before:

Foster, Williem H, Cashier Grocers®' Bank; house 754 Washington St.!

The Directory issuved July 1, 1851 does have in the list of individuals alpha-
bebically arranged both Foster and Lincoln, as follows:

'Foster, William H. Cashier Baenk of Commerce; house 754 Washington St.'

*Lincoln, A,S. Paying Teller Bank of Commerce house at Medford.*

This' July 1, 1851 Directory gives details about the Bank of Commerce, page 23,
thus:
'BANK OF COMMERCE, No. 83 State Street, CAPITAL §1, 500 000,
Edwd, C, Bates, Président., Wm. H. Foster, Cashier
Then follow the names of nine Directors, and:
'C. H. Warner, First Bookkeeper, Merrill N, Boyden, Second Bookk .
A. 8. Lincoln, Paying Teller. Geo. W, Harris, Discount Cleri.
A, Bates, Collection Clerk. Wallis S, Chase, Assgistant Clerk.

R, N. Woolworth, Messenger. J. W. Hunt, Assistant Messenger.'

From the above data evidently the Bank of Cormerce had at least begun organiza~
tion prior to July 1, 1850, Poesibly a search of the Boston newspapers of 1850 and
1851 would reveal just when the Bank opened for business at 83 State Street. However,
the fact that Wm, H, Foster was still listed on July 1, 1850 as Cashier of the
Grocers' Bank and the fact that the name of A. S. lincoln does not appear in the
Directory of July 1, 1850, but does appear first in the issue of July 1, 1851 seen
to provide rather conclusive evidence that Lincoln was not at the Bank of Commerce
as early as April 10, 1850 and therefore that the Waterhouse cover quite certainly
was postmarked April 10, 1851." (unquote)

It appears that the use of this cover was surely April 10, 1851 at which time
there was no such a triple rate as shown on this cover.

November 14, 1955
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, kY.

Oct. 26, 1955.

Mrs. John B, Dale,
€ The Philatelie Foundation,
22 Fast 35th St.,
New York l6g N.Y.

Dear Mrs. Dalet
I enclose a memo which is self-explanatory,.

In my opinion, the P,F, certificate that was issued on the
Waterhouse 3¢ 1861 PINK block should be withdrawm and a correét one
issued, Copies of the enclosed memo are being sent to a number of our
leading collectors of 19th U.S,

Ever since the Expert Cormittee of the P,F, was established I
have endeavored to co=operate with the Committee to the best of my
ability and though I charge a fee for items submitted to me, I have
never made any charge for items submitted by your Comittee, Hereafter
I will charge the Commmittee the same fee that I charge collectors or
dealers on any items submitted,

I was informeéd by L,L.Shenfield that he had forwarded to your
Committee my comment on certificate No, 5997 issued to Mr, C. C. Hart,
In my opinion, the statement made in this certificate is absolutely in-
correct and the certificate should be recalled and canceled,

Regarding certificate « In my opinion the 5¢ New York stamp

?_r_xgi_;_m originally on t'is cover, The New York postmark is proof
my assertion,

Mrs, Dale, I have devoted many years to the study of U,S%, postal history
as you well know, It is a vay serious avoeation; so far as I am concerned,
I do not know how you feel about a Comittee who condenng gemuine items, such
as the Waterhouse PINK block, and authenticates fake items, but 1 think such
irresponsible decisions are a very grave threat to American philately, You
may not realize it tut collectors the ecuntry over; in my opinion, are losing
faith in opinions expressed by your Committee.

Sincerely yours,
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SIANLEY B. ASHBROOW
P. 0. Box 31
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Regarding the report that I made to Cyril Harmer of London on the
Waterhouse block of 12 - 3¢ 1861 PINK, The P, F. Committee issued a
certificate stating the block was not a PINK. That is absolutely ab-
gurd, If it is not a PINK then what in the name of common sense is it?
This block was discovered out in Californias along sbout 1890 and it was
acquired by John Luff who pronounced it a fine PINK, In 1905 he sold
it to George Worthington as a PINK and when old J. C. Morgenthau sold
the Worthington collection he sold it as a PINK. Does anyone who knew
J. C, Morgenthau believe that he didn't know a PINK? Such a thought is
too silly for words. The block went to Duveen and Duveen regarded it
as Pink, then Charley Phillips sold it for Duveen to Hind as PINK. And
when Phillips sold the Hind collection he sold it as PINK, - Elliott
Perry bought it for something like $1,100 in the Hind Sale, I suppose
gomeone is going to suggest that Perry - "himself" don’t know a PINK
when he sees one, IL passed into the Sir Nicholas Waterhouse collection
at a big price as a PINK and it was offered in the recent Waterhouse
Sale and described by Dr, Bacher as a PIHK. I wrote an article about
the block years ago in "STAMPS™ and I described it as PINK, With all
that background, the P. F, Expert Committee comes up with the statement ~
"It is not PINK." F

CCTOBER
1955



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
227 BEAST B35 58 STREET
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 3-5G6G7

11lth November 1955

TRUSTEES Mr. Stanley B.Ashbrook,
RICHARD S. BOHN A.P.S. 2497,
e g S g 33 N.,Ft. Thomas Ave.,
ALFRED H. CASPARY Ft. Thomas.

HUGH M. CLARK K-y.
ELLIOT G. CORIN

LOUISE B. DALE

WILLIAM A. EDGAR

e Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

HENRY M. GOODKIND L

ROBT. L. GRAHAM, Jr. 1

f A e W kA I regret that circumstances have
EDGAR B. JESSUP prevented me answering your recent letter on
MALCOLM JOHNSON n -1 B
Bt Xty o N the 3c. "pink" before now, but I have just
LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD moved back to Town,

THEODORE E. STEINWAY

I shall put your memo and letter
before the Expert Committee at the next Meeting

and we will discuss it at that time.
OFFICERS

ALFRED H. CASPARY with my kindest personal regards.

HONORARY CHAIRMAN

LOUISE B. DALE
CHAIRMAN

ROBT. L. GRAHAM, Jr. Sincerely yours,
VICE-CHAIRMAN

HENRY M. GOODKIND

SECRETARY
THEODORE E. STEINWAY \'X‘WM‘L’

HONORARY TREASURER ' /

JOHN R. BOKER, JR.
TREASURER Loulise Boyd Dale

ELLIOT G. CORIN Chairmane.
ASSISTANT TREASURER

WINTHROP S. BOGGS
DIRECTOR

ETHEL HARPER
ASS'T TO THE CHAIRMAN




DS g

Nov. 9) 1955,

Fh‘. Jack R. DiOK,
15 H. 8181': Sto,
New York 2L, N,Y,

Dear Jack:

Re - our phone conversation of last night, I find that there
are two 3¢ 1751 bisect covers, viz§ A) a cover from San Franeisco
to South Oyster Bay, Queens Co., N,¥, on June 16, 1855, This had
a HeS, of 3 of the 3¢ 1851,~ This cover was offered to Jessup by
Cole in 1950% Jessup sent it to me for my opinion - I ﬂqotographed
it and examiried it carefully and reported that it was gemuine, I
thought Jessup bought it but he did not, as the cover is now in
the eollection of Dave Baker of Indianapolis (as far as I am aware).
According to my memo Cole's price was §1,500,00,

B) This is the Fmerson cover - It was Lot 66 in the first
Emerson sale of Uctes 19, 1937. I do not have a photo of it., I saw
it at the sale but never made a carefu}] examination of it, Tt was
gsold to order @ 3820,00, I do not know who bought it. The catalogue
deseription stated it was from San Francisco and addressed to No,Providence
Rei. It was described by Kelleher as "a real show piece." My advice
is do not pay for it until you send it to me for examination,

With repgards -

Yours ete.,



f Oct, 11. This concerns the cover of which you lent me a slide ef e 08
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Oct. 30, 1955

Dear Stant

Things are getting worse all the time; I new have four letters frem
you to answer.

Oct. 25. This concerns the straight-line Steam Beat with pestmark
of Savannsh. I have four different Savannah Steam Boat marks recorded,
This may be a fifth, or it may be a better strike, furnishing a better
photegraph, or it may extend my year coverage of that particular mark,
S0 may I berrow it, please?

g oy, e Ny
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the remarkably besutiful SHIP cover pestmarked at Beston. I had not seen ™
this ome before; the ome about which we had corresponded was not marked i
SHIP; it was a ship cover only by our inference; and it bore a 3c 1857 .
and (I bélieve) two lc 1857 's; to be absolutely sure, I weuld have te
get out the photegraph, and then I will miss the mail collection. The

point about the one depicted on this slide is the mark with pen which may

be a "1." Maurice may be right, that they were rating the letter at 2 x

3c, with 1lc due. 3But if anybody but yourself were asking me, I weuld

reply thus:

In the stampless peried, "5" meant "Due 5," "10" meant "Due 10," etc.
But with the use of stamps, the word "Due" was almest universally used
to pxpress additienal pestage needed. That is ome of the symptems which
warn us of a stampless cover with a stamp fraudulently added, namely,
vhen we find a cover with a 5c 1847 and a figure "5." (Any other values
might be used for illustration.) Se the leng scratch which may be a "1"
may alse be merely some kind of mark which the cover has acquired during ;
the intervening years. Yet, Maurice may be absolutely right. After 90 §
years nobody knows definitely. It is, hewever, an 1nteresting possibllity /

R g e B ) e ST Sl
g,

e e P I B ey T O e
Sept. 22, In this letter you return severa.l pages of my manuscript

on the steambeat and ship letter regulations of 1801-63, and give me some
interpretations and Department rulings which I needed badly. They will
help me a lot., 8o I am filinf your letter right with those pages, for
deeper study when I get back te werk on the manuscript. Right now, I am
so covered up with matters demanding immediate handling, that I cannet get
my mind dewn to anything which needs more intensive concentratien. Bub
when I do get back te my memuscript, your letter will be right there with
the pages. Thanks a lot for your help on this matter.

Sept. 6+ Nothing which needs an answer.

I have a lot of prints in the drier, but not enough heat in the radia-
tors do dry them ghickly and thoreoughly. After they are dried, trimmed,

sorted, and described on the back, I will send you some for your file, in
cagse you did not happen to get them. Yours sincerely,



Nov, 9; 1955,

l&'o M. C. Blake,
11 Mason Stey
Brookline 46, Mass.

Dear Maurice:

No doubt you will recall the 3¢ plus 2¢ cover into Boston with a blue
pencil "1" and that you suggested that this may have been rated as 2 x 3¢
with 1¢ due. I sent Henry Meyer a color slide of the cover and informed
him of your suggestion, Perhaps you will be interested in his comment, quote:

"Oct, 11, This concerns the cover of which you lent me a slide of
“the remarkably beautiful SHIP cover postmarked at Boston, I had not seen
this one beforej the one about which we had corresponded was not marked
SHIPs it was a ship cover only by our inference; and it bore a 3¢ 1857
and (I believe) two le 1857's; to be absolutely sure, I would have to
get out the photograph, and then I will miss the mail collection, The
point about the one depicted on this slide is the mark wikbth pen which may
be a "1,* Maurice may be right, that they were rating the letter at 2 x 3¢,
with lc due, But if anybody but yourself were asking me, I would reply thus:

' In the stampless period, '5' meant 'Due 5,' '10' meant 'Due 10,' ete.
But with tue use of stamps, the word '"Due! was almost universally used
to express additional postage meeded. That is one of the symptoms which
warn us of a stampless cover with a stamp fraudulently added, namely,
when we find a cover with a 5¢ 18,7 and a figure '5,' (Any other values
might be used for illustration,) So the long seratch which may be a '1!
may also be merely some kind of mark which the cover has aequired during
the interfening yegrs. Yet, Maurice may be absolutely right., After 90
years nobody knows definitely, It is, however, an interesting possibility."

(unquote)

I am wondefring if you can recall a similar Boston wherein a postage due was
marked in such a manner,

tter
% my July 1955 S on page #410, I discussed a 90¢ 1860 cover
that I stated was ffaudulent - I have just been advised that this cover was ;
recently submitted to the P,F, Expert Committee and declared by them as genuine,
Have you any criticism to offer regarding my analysis of the cover? I regret
that at thé moment I do not have a duplicate photo print to send you,

With best wishes -
Cordially yours,



Nov, 7, 1955,

Mr, Barrett G, Hindes,

140 Montgomery St.,
San Franciaeo L, Calif,

Dear Mr, Hindes:

: Just a line to advice you of the safe receipt this
date of your three registered letters enclosin- the three
UeSe 1869 dnverts, (15¢ - 24¢ and 304), . These will have
my prompt attention and will be returned to you in the
next few daye,

. Perry Fuller is quité a good friend of mine and I
will write him at once and request the information you desire.

Mey I thank you veéry kindly for your check, I will
advice you later regarding the return gootago charges,

With best wishes -

Sincerely yoursy




NOV. 11’ 1955‘

Mr, Barrett G. Hindes,
1,0 Hontgomery St.,
San Franciseo 4, Calif,

Dear Hr, Hindes:

: Herewith I am sending you the photographs that

I made of your three 1869 Inverts, These were made
by ultrasviolet light and the result shows no evidence
whatsoever of any manipulation of the three copiess I
have signed each photograph on the back as a genuine

mmised = no pun = copy,

' This being a holiday, the Post 0Office is closed,
i so0 I will return the 2h¢ and 30¢ tomorrow,

With my kindest regards ~

Cordially yours,




Novs 10, 1955,

Mr. Barrett C, Ha.mea
140 Montgcma:y ey
San Francisoo Ly Calif,

Dear !, Hindes:

Herewith I am returning to you your 15¢ 1869
inverted center, umused, no gum, I will meke a
report on tlis to you later with photographs by
ulira-viclet. My initial tests do not disclose any
evidence that the copy is the least bit questionable,

. The other two stamps will i‘o]lw tomorrow and
Saturday,.

Sincerely yours,



BARRETT G.HINDES
140 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4,CALIF.

November 2, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

Po Ols Rox 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Dr. Polland, my next door neighbor, sent you the pic=-
tures of the 3 1869 Tnverts which T own, at my reauest,
to see if you were familiar with them.

He has given me your letter of October 16 and T would
appreciate very much your meking the ultra violet photo-
graphs of the stamps in order to test them, and waild
further appreciate any comments which you might have to
make on the subjecte.

T assume from your letter to Dre. Polland that you know
Mr. Perry Fuller well enough to get the information out
of him regarding the sources of where Miss Heathcotte
obtained the stamps, and perhaps could determine what,
if any, well known collections they had been held in.

I enclose my check in the smount of $15.00 to cover the
ultra violet exposures, and would be glad to reimburse
you for any other expenses that you mey be put to in
connection with this mattere.

I am sending these stamps to you by registered mail,
each with a copy of this letter so as to minimize the
risk in transmitting items of such v

BGH: jm

cec DreW.S.Polland
1010 B St.,San Rafael,Calif.

ce BGH

Registered mail=Tns.500,

This letter accompanies the 15{_ 1869 Tnvert.
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Mr. Stanley R. Ashbrook

P. 0. Rox 31

33 North Fort Thomes Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky






Novt 12: 19550

Mro Barrett Go Hindes,
140 lMontgomery Sta,
San Francisco 4, Calif,
Dear Mr, Hindes:

Herewith I am retirning to you your 24¢ 1869

Zovert wmsed, no gws, 5.U,5. lHo, 120B.

On the 10th I returned to you your copy of the
15¢ 1869 - S.U.S. #1198, and under separate cover I
anm retwning the 30¢.

With regards -

Cordially yours,



BARRETT G.HINDES
140 MONTGOMERY STREET

SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIF.

November 2, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

P. 04 Box 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Dr. Polland, my next door neighbor, sent you the pic~-
tures of the 3 1869 Inverts which I own, at my request,
to see 1f you were familiar with them. '

He has given me your letter of October 16 and I would
appreciate very much your making the ultra violet photo-
graphs of the stamps in order to test them, ond waild
further appreciate any comments which you might have to
meke on the subjecte .

I assume from your letter to Dre. Polland that you know
Mre. Perry Fuller well enough to get the information out
of him regarding the sources of where Miss Heathcotte
obtained the stemps, snd perhaps could determine what,
if any, well known collections they had been held in.

I enclose my check in the amount of $15.00 to cover the
ultra violet exposures, and would be glad to reimburse
you for any other expenses that you may be put to in
connection with this matter.

I am sending these stamps to you by registered mail,
each with a copy of this letter so as to minimize the
risk in transmitting items of such value.

BGH: jm

¢¢ Dr.W.S.Polland
1010 B St.pS8en Rafael.Calif.

e¢c BGH )

Registered mail~Ins.500.

This letter sccompanies the 2l d 1869 Invert.
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Mr. Stanley P. Ashbrook
P. O, Rox 31

33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomes, Kentucky






Nove 12, 1955,

My Barrett Go Hindes,
140 Mombpomery St.,
San Franciseco 4, Calif,
Dear Mr, Hindes:

Herewith I am returning to you your 30¢ 1869
Invert, unused; no pgum, S,U.S. No. 121B,

Under separate cover by this mail T am re-
turning the 24¢.

With regardy ~
Cordially yours,



BARRETT G.HINDES
140 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4,CALIF.

November 2’ 1955

ir. Stanley B. Ashbrook

Pe Oa Box 31

33 North Fort Thomes Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear ¥r. Ashbrook:

Dre. Pollesnd, my next door neighbor, sent you the ple~-
tures of the 3 1869 Inverts which I own, at my request,
to see 1f you were familliar with them.

He has given me your letter of October 16 snd I would
eppreciate very much your meking the ultre violet photo=-
grephs of the stemps in order to test them, cnd war ld
further esppreciaste any comments which you might heve to
meke on the subject.

I assume from your letter to Ir. Polland that you know
¥rs Perry Fuller well enough to get the information out
of him regarding the sources of where llss Heathcotte
obtained the stemps, =nd perhaps could determine what,
if any, well known colleetions they had been held in.

I enclose my check in the amount of §15.00 to cover the
ultra violet exposures, and would be glad to reimburse
you for any other expenses that you msy be put to in
connection with this matters

I sm sending these staups to you by registered mail,
each with & copy of this letter so as to minimize the
risk in trensmitting items of such vslue.

BGH: Jm

¢ DreVeS.Polland
1010 =B StesSen Pafael,Celif.

cc BGH

Registered mail-Ins.500.

This letter sccompenies the _ 307 1869 Invert.
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Nove 17, 1955

Dear Mr, Hindes:

Herewith a color slide of your 15¢ 1869
Invert, Later I will send you similar ones of your

Herewith I am enclosing the letter that I
received from Perry Fuller, You can make a copy if
you wish, and return the original to me,

With kindest regards =

Cordially yoursy

KT7=37




Nov, 17, 1955.

Iﬁ'o Pm We F“ller’

Baltimore Life Bldg,,
Baltimore 1, M,

Dear Perry:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of
the 12th, VWhenever I can return the favor please
advise,

With all good wishes -
Cordially yours,



~=/[STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS | -

BALTIMORE LIFE BLDG. BALTIMORE-1, MD.

November 12, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P 0 Box 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:

Your letter of the 9th instant just received, and I am
pleased to give you what information I have regarding the three
1869 inverts from Miss Heathcote's collection.

These were purchased in 1941 from Eugene Klein and at
the time they were mounted in the Heathcote collection there were
little white tabs in the back of each stamp stating the original
source of these stamps. If they are still attached, this would
give you the information that you require.

At the time these were bought, Eugene Klein was selling
items from a fine collection of some Philadelphia collector that
he was breaking up at the time. I am sure it would be possible
to determine just what collection that was, but I do not, at the
moment, have this information.

I will make some inquiries the first time I have the
opportunity and see if I can establish more directly the source
of these stamps. I remember very well when Eugene Klein sent
them to me that he stated from what collection they had come, but
we have long since destroyed all of this old correspondence.

I regret very much that this is all the information I
can give you at the moment, but feel sure it would be easy to
establish through some of the Philadelphia collectors the source
of these stamps.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,
PERRY W. FULLER

perM. .

PWF



BARRETT G.HINDES
140 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIF.

November 28, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 No. Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I certainly have appreciated your thoughtfulness
and effort with regard to the 1869 Invert stamps
which I sent you for your examination and opinion.

I think that the X Ray photographs were excellent
and certainly tend to collaborate the unused con-
dition of the stamps; Also, the color slides which
you have taken and of which I have just received
the last, are a very welcome addition.

With regard to background on the stamps, I was
disappointed in the letter from Mr. Fuller which
you forwarded me as I was in hopes he might be
able to give some historical background on these
items, which really are of the type which should
have a pedigree. Unfortunately, when I received
the stamps there were no hinges or little white
tabs on the back of them at all, therefore Mr.
Fuller's suggested source is not available.

If any information should come your way on these
stamps in the future I would appreciate your passing
it on to me.

Thank you again for your interest and kindnesse.

Very sincer

BGH: jm B. G. Hindes.
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THRU THE KINDNESS OF THE
OWNER OF THE WITHIN ITEM,
THIS PHOTOGRAPH WAS MADE
BY STANLEY B. ASHIROOK. iT
1S RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED
THAT NO U3SE BE MADE OF
THIS PRINT WITHOUT THE
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THE ORIGINAL. Stanley B. Ashbrook. é;.)
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STANLEY 8. ASHBROOK “
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160 E. Mitchell Ave.,
Apartment 28,
Cineinnatl ‘17, Ohio.
November 5, 1955.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing the cover I discussed with you over
the phone the other day. I t appears to me to be usage of U.S. stamp
from a seceeded state,to France. Ff your examination confirms this, I
would appreciate your endorsement to that effect, on the back of the
COVer.

I have just received your Nov. 1 Special Service bulletin, and
read the part about the use of a 5¢ 1847 from Augusta, with much in-
terest. Your conclusions seem perfectly logical to me, and the covér
must undoubtedly be unique. Thank you very much for sending this to
me. .

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the K&B 106c¢ blue
with an apparent phony "SERVICE" overprint. I obtained it for my "Rogues
Gallery!) and sent it to Tom Parks a while back for his comments. He
wrote me that "the SERVICE is a new phony to me. The only country I
ever heard of that used such an overprint was India., Its first, in
1866 used the style"Service" . It was not until 1912 that they used
all sans-serif caps -"SERVICE" in this and slightly different size.

So I think that this phony is a since 1912 invention based on India's"
Have you ever seen or heard of this item before? I was just wondering

what its history might be.

If you intend to make a photograph of the cover, I would like. to
pay you for about 3 prints. Please let me know the cost, and also your
fee for examination of the cover, and I will send you my check. I am
enclosing stamps for return postage and registration.

Sincerely yours,

MW él-ﬁ/w—w



Hove 10, 1955,

Mr, Marcus J. Brown,
160 E, HMitchell Ave,
Apt. 28,
Cineimmati 17, Chio.

Dear Marcus:

Herewith your 30¢ 1860 cover which I have
signed on the back, No fees I am pleased to do
this for you, I made a photogfaph of the cover
and later I will send you three prints as re=-
quested,

Re = the 10¢ Type II with the red "Service."
There can be no question but what this is just
"monkey-business, "
With kindest repards =

Cordially yours,



JOUNSON STAMD COMDANY

ESTABLISHED 1921

N |
é‘tam’bs - Philatelic 5u/zﬁliu S
Co

TELEPHONE 65-685
10 ROGERS BUILDING JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK

Nov 9/ 55

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave
Ft. Thomas, Ky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:.

I enclose a photo-stated copy of your letter to the
Mint Sheet Brokerage Co. It may refresh your memory
dhout the cover in question.

Some time ago I purchased the stamp holdings of Mr. Gunnar
Anderson and note your intersst in this cover.While it

is customary for a seller to place a price on his wares

I would like to reverse the procedure. If you may be

still intetested, would you care to make an offer?

The facts presented as to the cover itself are probably all
true. The stamps,however, are unquestionably genuine. I say
this because I did have some Swarts locals that declared
genuine. Every test made check with the one on this cover
so I take the reasonable assumption that this one must be
genuine. I myself,however, would never attempt to sell one
of these locals without the opinion of someone like Elliott
Perry

I have showed this cover to several partys and have been
asked to place a price on same in spite of the information
given in your letter but I am inclined to think that the
partys are more interested in the stamps as stamps rather
thah the piece.

You would probably find a much more worthwhile use for this
in pointing up the deception.

Yours sincerely,

FAJ/NM % 7% ot

STAMPS FOR EVERY COLLECTOR - OVER 85,000 VARIETIES . TRY US







PHiLIP G. RusT
WINNSTEAD PLANTATION
THOMASVILLE, GEORGIA

Nove6th,1955

lir. Stanley Be Ashbrook
33 Ho.Fte Thomas Ave,
‘bto To Ken.

Dear Stan:

First of all,because you keep metieulous records;you
might change the date on your last letter to me,to Nove.2nd, in-
stead of Octe

T am returning Mwhich twin has the Toni" for you to eol-
or photograph for your records.If you will send me a stamp to cut
in two,I'11l darken one up for you without ehangagg the color of the
paper. (I mean,I'll darken % of it!) Please retlrn the twins when

you are thru. i
Zhi1Z, TSl

The strip of 3,of the 104 1855 is enclosed.l don't think
the top is added.Under the highest power,l couldn't see any more
disturbance of fibres than would result from a ecrease,What I think
is that the top was folded over;was soiled,and a stamp chemist used
strong bleach to eclean up this top part. I think I can see traces
of the two position dots on 72 and 73.These are now a faint blue,
as might be expected., Remember,bleach and/or chemicals can change
the appearance of paper under benzene, If the appearance in this
case was the whole story,Il'd go along with your analysis--that
the top was addedes Furthermore the traces of the 2 position dots
are located in the exact spots where they &oudi& should be for these
two positions.

Returning to my 2nd. paragraph. I'm not suddenly getting
very "Seoteh" about cutting a 30 dollar stampin two. It's just Haw
I know I ean color it without changeing the paper---you aren't
eonvinced;therefore YOU furnish the stampl (Big joke

Thakks for your nice letter on the P.M Provisionals in
the lst. Caspary Sale, I am not too interested,but I'd be a Dbit
ruffled if a lot of hook nosed babies picked up a lot of bargains
near the end when folks' money was running low. That's why I think
I'1l attend. I'1l be at the Berkshire(21 E 52nd) lon and Tues nites,
(11/1ly end 15)

Molesworth--youve heard of him!-- is sueing Sweet for a
cormigsion. I'd say J.ll. had some very bad advice on this one. It
will cost him plenty and he'!ll get nothing.If he wants anything,
he should get it from Kelleher-- but I bet D.K told him where to
go,don't you?d

Well I hope everything's fine with you and liildredj;and
I'm glad Stan Jr., got to pay you a short wvisit.

Sinfully yours,
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N¢ 511448

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK

PHILIP G. RUST e
Route 5

/
CITY AND STATE S LEE’ Glblgii ,?§4

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows tow
return receipt, to whom when, and addr

check which and when where delivered *\ /{“y
\! \v 3 i

STREET AND NO.

-

delr d N
elivere :
POD Form 3800 ~
Apr. 1955
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1
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Nov, 15, 1955.

Mr, Philip G. Rust,
Route 5,
Thomasville, Gas

Dear Phil:

e = the fake 10¢ 1855 strip with piece of paper added and the tops of
the designs "painted in," In my very humble opinion, there is no question
but whet thies ig as stated; and I am a bit surprsed that it fooled you,
There is no question but what this is a very clever job and that is the
reason I wanted you to see it, Herewith I am enclosing three photos of the
strip as follows:

A) - regular photograph :
lg& " with red line showing parts added
Ultra=violet print,

“Consider the middle stamp, note the "T" of POSTACE, Here he failed to
do an accurate paint job, I suggest you compare each and every top ornament of
the "painted work" with genmuine parts, For example; note 71L - the top of the
left X oval, Note how much higher these ovals are on 72L and 73L. My red line
is not accurate, only approximate, I sooked all the gum off of the back of the
strip and the added part can be seen by the eye without a glass.

You menticned traces of the guide dots on 72 and 73 but I think you 2 e mis-
taken as there are no traces of the dots, in g opinion, Why should such dots
have disappeared when there is no fading or appearance of the tops of the de-
sign? If a plece of paper at top of 72 - 73 was not added then why shouldn't the
dots show? If they were ever there why are they not there at the present time?

I suppose I should have made an enlarged photo by ultra-violet of the the
back of the strip but instead I am sending it over to my friend Cheavin in London
with the request that he make X~ray photos for me,

If you have a H,S, of 3 of these positions I suggest that you send it to me
and I will make an enlarged photo so that a side-by-side comparison with one of
my photos of the fake can be made to show up every defect in the painted parts,

Please return these three prints as they are from my record,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



>
e

Hov. 15, 1955,

Mr, Philip G, Rust,
Route 5,
Thomasville, Ga,

Dear Fhil: A

Re = yours of the 6th. My very efficient secretary does get a bit
confused at times on dates so I will remind her that this is really
Novembers, I guess ghe had her mind on séme knitting problem at the time,
Incidentally she dogs all of her cross-word puzzle work with knitting needles.

Herewith the Toni twine I made several enlarged color slides that will
show, (1) the changed color to black brown and (2) the remarkable r8storation
of the former«fine impressions I wonder if the same can be done to a 3¢ 18517
Why not experiment, Take a wo ate 3¢ '51 and see if you can restore the
fine lines of the design, and at the same time maintain the natural color of
the paper, ~

Re = Molesworti, I sincerely hope that he gets nowhere with his suit
and that it cogts him plenty., This, in tlie hope that it will sober him up a bit
and persuade him not to rush into court unless he has an open and shut case.
It is too bad that Sweet has to be annoyed with such a suit, It is a wonder he
has not brought suit asainst you,

It was nice talking to you last night,

By the way® in my July Service Issuc, I discussed a fake 90¢ 1860 cover
that belongs to "Colson of Boston," (Price $2,700.00), This cover was recently
submitted to the Expert Committee of the Philatielic Foundation and they issued
a certiflcate stating it is genuine in all respects, Such irresponsible "ex=—
pertizing" is very harmful to the best interests of philately, I am wondering
if the people who do such work realize this fact?

Mildred joins me in best tishes to lMrs. R and you,
» Cordially yours,



lov, 15' 1955,

Last night I mentioned over the phone the
wonderful work by X-ray accomplished by my good
friend W, H, S¢ Cheavin of London, I enclose
a letter that I received from him last August,.
It is over my head, I don't know what it is all
about, Perhaps you will,

I mailed the 10¢ strip to him and requested
him to do anything he cared to and to give me his
findings, If you have never seen any of his articles
I will be glad to loan several to you, Let me know,

With regards -

Cordially yours,




Nov 30, I955,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas

Kentuckys

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I received your letter of
the 27th concerning the Iz I857 stampe. My
wife and I decided that we should part with
it as it is only laying in my safe and only
a few people get to see it. There are not
many farmers that are stamp collectors and
I have to travel at least I2 miles to get to
a stamp club. There are only a few callectors
near me and we all collect different things,
which is an advantage to dispose of duplicates.
However none of them were interested in this
stamp for their collection so I was going to
send it to auctione.

It id a pleasure to have
you get the stamp for we know that it will
be of more use than I could give it. I had
a lot of pleasure with this stamp and spent
a lot of time working out its identification
( after you informed me whick it was for sure).
I hdd purchased it for this stamp but needed
anauthoriyy to be sure, s¢ we now tirn this
stamp over to you and wish you all the luck
in the world also a merry Christmas and happy

New Year. Respect fully yours,
/IZ%/L/’ ,/1444'/;7
i



-

Nove 27, 1955

Mr, Paul R, Graber,
R.B, #3)
Navarre, Chio,

Dear lMr, Craber:

I am in receipt of yours of the 22nd enclosing your 1¢ 1857, 99R2,
single, off cover, I managed to find the correspondence that we had in
the summer of 1951 and also the photograph that I made of the stamp at that
time, I do not have a very good filing system and that is the reason I
was unable to lay my hands on our correspondence when I wrote you recently,

The best and most accurate way to identify this plate position is by
the double transfer down the right side and as you will note by the enclosed
photograpli; the perforations cut into this part of your stamp, This, as you
know 1s a defeect, Further, the feature of the Type III, is the broken lines of
the design, both top and bottom, Your copy shows the perforations cut inte
the bottom part of the design which hurts the stamp very seriously as to condi-
tion, Further, I believe that some authorities would question whether the
perforations down the left side are genuine, they look very whereas they
should be ragged, However, with the defects mentioned, this ate position
9982 and I will pay you §375,00 for it.

I note that T charged you an authentication fee of £5,00 in 1951, If
you care to accept my offer I #ill refund this sum to you,

Sineerely yours,
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November I3,I955

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas
Kentucky

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you again concerning the
I857 I¢ stamp typelIl ©OOR2 which I seny to you
in I95I for identification. I would 1ike to pass it
along as before but I am in the dark about what
price I shouldcask for it. I had stated that I would
take $650. for it before,but you informed me that
was too muche Now I wduld appreciate very much if
would advise me as to a proper amount that I could get .

for it.
Trusting that you can find a sale for this

stamp,I remain,

Respectfully yours,

Paul R, Graber
Navarre ReDe 3
Ohio



NW. 17} 19550

My, Paul R, Graber,

Re D. #3,
Navarre, Chio.

Dear M, Graber:

I am in receipt of yours of the 13th, I
suggest that you send your One Cent 1857 99R2
down to me so that I can again have a look at the

condition, I recall that we did have some
correspondence about the stamp but evidently I
did not make a photograph of it; and I have fore
gotten what it loocked like,

With kind regards =

Sincerely yours,
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June 3, 1951,

Mr, Paul Graber,
ReDs #3'
Navarre, Ohio.

Dear Mr, Graber:

I am in receipt of yours of the 30th enclosing
the U, S, One Cent 1857, I charge a fee for the examination
of stamps and covers and will be glad to give you full
details regard the stamp you submitted ineluding the
type, plate position, ete., etc., together (later on) with a
otograph of the stamp. ' :

The fee would be $5.00,

However, I think it would be worth that figure to
you.

I enclose stamped envelope for reply.
Sineerely yours,



LI

July 11, 1951,

Mr. Paul. Graber,
RID' 5’
Navarre, Ohlo.
Dear lr., Graber:

Will you kindly advise me 1f you recelved
my letter of June 3rd in reply to yours of May S0the

3incerely yours,
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June 16, 1951,

Mr. Paul Graber,
ReDe #3,
Navarre, 0O,

Dear lir, Graber:

By registered mail this date, under separate cover, I re-
turned your l¢ 1857 stamp, I authenticated it on the re-
verse as the catalogued Type III - Plate position 99R2, and
also enclosed a signed photographe.

I am sorry that you considered that my fee was high, but I
am sure that endorsament on the back of the stamp will
add more than $5.00 in value if you ever declded to dispx:e
of ite In other words, you could not have better insurence.

May I inouire if you would be willing to dispose of the
stax:p? tIf so, perhaps I eould pay you a profit on your in-
vestinente

Sincerely yours,



Nove 27, 1955,

Mr, L, G, Brookman,
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minneapolis, inn,

Dear Les!

I am enclosing herewith two l¢ 1857 from Plate 2, One is the
y_g_x_%_m Type III, 99R2, the other is just a Type II from Flate 2,
position 25R2, a double transfer.

Regarding the 99R2, I authenticated this copy on the back for

a client and charged him $5,0C, He returned the stamp and stated he had
been informed that the stamp had been re-perforated down the left side.

I examined it very carefully and while the perfs are a bit sharp, I believe
'that they are genuine, The stamp is a bit narrow but this is not unusual,
Bear in mind that Plate 2 was in use when perforating was adopted, in fact,
Plate 3 had been retired and most of our earliest perforated eome from Plates
1, 2 and 4, so anything in the way of perforating could have happened in July
and August of 1857 to the above plates,

‘This is an extremely rare stamp, in fact, in my opinion, at least
twice as rare as a 7RIE, Actually that may be an understatement, TYou rarely
see a copy offered at auction and only at long intervals is a new copy called
to my attention, Further, it is most unusual to find a copy as nicely perforated
, a8 the enclosed copfie lost of the few I have recorded were badly cut into,

A pair or a strip of three containing this stamp is really something
out of this world, In the Newbury collection is a H.5. of 3, No doubt you
remember it, I never saw a V.S, of three; viz., 79 = 89 = 99 « perf, What do
you think? Do you think there is any chance the perfs at left are not genuine?

I have yours of the 22nd and will send the Monroe sl ide as soon as they
are processed, I'1l bet you had a wonderful time in Habana, I have been there
a number of times - the first trip was just 51 years ago next month.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,




! | L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE

ALP.S R.D.P.
CEINLY. MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA A.S.D. A
SHPIA. M.C.C

Dec. 2, 1955

Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

g\' I think that in order to give an opinion that could
be backed up 100% it would be necessary for anyone who
passes on the perforations of the '57's to have some
knowledge of the perforating machine that was used by
Toppan, Carpenter during this period. I presume its
products were not always completely regular as far as
the perforations are concerned.

/4622549/ Ecd plk;, e

Now, regarding the particular stamp you have sent
for my examination, I must say that it appears to be
reperforated on the RIGHT side for the row of perforatinns
is not really perpendicular but is rather wavy as you will
see when you lay a straight edge alohg the bottom of the
perforations. Now as to the LEFT side, the fact that some
of the nerforations are square on the end means very little
if anything. 99R2 certainly never was straightedge on either
the left or right and would have been in such condition only
had it been cut with scissors--either at the time it was
separated from its companion stamps or at the time the
envelope may have been opened by cutting off the end with
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scissors. Now the space between the stamps was narrow and
it does not seem possible that the perforations could have
been cut off and then the stamp remerforated at a later date

J¥§ for thekre is too miuch stamp left for this to seem possible,
Q@ "§§=- I supnose we have one other REMOTE possibility--that the

/D, 090

stamp is reperforated on all i sides and made from an immerforate
stamp of 1851}

é It just doesn't seem logkcal that this stamp is reperforated
because of the position. TNow we could expect to see some stamps
from the outside row that comes straight-edgé reverforated but I
don't expect to see 1¢ '57's from the interior of the sheet so
. treated. Of course on modern material that comes with wide
Eg? xf- margins one is liable to run into a reperf from any position.
I have no doubt that many Type V of the 1¢ and 10¢ '57's have
:é% been renerforated but not too0 many of the other types have been
so treated unless they were originally straight-edge copies.

\\\\Q§>\ One other thousht—--there is a possibility that the 9R2

position usually shows a wayy row of perforations. You can
4 no doubt check this from your photographs. Sincere regards:




PAY L
GRABER
14 1957
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1903. 2’ 1955,

H&!‘!T Ba: !{etter,
17 Broadway,
- New Haven, 11, Conn.
Dear Harr,rx :
This will acknowledge. receipt of yours of
the 29th with return of the valeukm u per mine
of the 25%.1:. 'nmn}s ve!y mch. £

As ‘requested, T am amloaing herewith my
opd.nion on. the Waterhouse Lot - a:600 |

With every good wish -
e Cordlally yOIE’s,




Lot #600 :
Waterhouse sale by H.R.Harmer, Ltd.
London -~ June 29, 1955
A cover with a 24¢ 1869 from Savamnah, Ga, - Oct. 20, 1869
to Liverpool, England,

I made a very careful examination of this cover, photographs,
etc., and in my opinion the 24¢{stamp was not used on this
folded letter, The single rate to Great Pritain in 1869 (2
ounce) was 12¢ There was nio indication in my opinion that
this was overweight and recuired a double rate, Further, the
Savannah postmari: is blue, the stamp canceled in black. The
auction deseription stated in error, that the stamp is "TIED
BY BLUE CANCELLATION WITH BLUE SAVANNAH, GA." etce In my
opinion a 12¢ stamp was removed and the 2L¢ stamp substituted.
Finally there is absolutely no evidence that the 24¢ stamp was
used on this folded letter.

STANLLY B, ASHBROOK ? P\\D
December 2nd o
A9
1955 e %
5
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C. G. Alton Means

STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY

THE COLLECTOR’'S SHOP

POSTAGE STAMPS - COINS
BOOKS - PAINTINGS - PRINTS
Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised

17 BROADWAY
NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT
Telephone 7-4435

Nov 21, 1955

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq,.
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stan:=

Edgar Jessop as you yndewbbeddy know purchased
lot #600 in the Sir Nicolas Waterhouse sale which was subject

to certificate., He returned it to me advising it was not

genuine and that you had expertized it for him, Cyril Harmer

has taken the lot back and returned it to Sir Nicolas, They have
asked me to send them a note by the party who expertized it just
stating why the item was n.g, I caught up with Edgar in N,Y., and
advised him accordingly, He asked if I would write you and get the
statement dirbket, Will you be good enough to furnish me with same
so I can clear my books with Harmer in England,

Many thanks

Sincerely

X

Harry B. Keffer



)

Nov, 23, 1955,

Mr, Harry B, Keffer,
17 Broadway,
New Haven 11, Conn,

Dear Harry:

Yours of the 2lst and Lot {600 in the Waterhouse
sale, Fdgar informed me that he had purchased the cover
in the sale and I informed him that in my opinion, it
was a fake, I did not charge him a fee, hence he re-
ceived no certificate from me to that effect.

I made a very careful examination of the cover
before the sale, also a color transparency of it and the
inside date line, For such I think I am entitled to a
regular fee if you wish a certificate regarding the
cover to send to Harmer of Lond, I will be glad to send
such a certificate to you but the fee will be £5,00, I
will loan the transparencies to you so that you can see
the actval cover in case it is no longer in your hands,

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



Nove 25, 1955.

Mr. Harry B. Keffer,
17 Broadway,
New Haven 11, Conn.

Dear Harryi

Here is a rather unusual valentine =
an early Cincinnati - before 1851,

Price $10,00
Regards,

Yours ete, 3

-y
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C. G. Alton Means STAMP AUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY

THE COLLECTOR’S SHOP

POSTAGE STAMPS - COINS
BOOKS - PAINTINGS - PRINTS
Collections Purchased, Sold or Appraised

17 BROADWAY
NEW HAVEN 11, CONNECTICUT
Telephone 7-4435

Nov, 29, 1955

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stan:=-

Thanks for letting me see the Valentine but it is
not the type my customer coldectsy It is returned herewith,

Will you kindly give me a certificate of expertizing
on that 2Lic 1869 cover from the Waterhouse sale, Send me your bill
for the $5, and I will get Edgar to pay for it. I would appreciate
it as soon as convenient,

Some prices in the Caspary sale,

Sinc,

Harry B. Eeffer
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Nov, 16,.1955,.

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
€18 Olive St.,
St, Louis 1, Mo,

Dear Mr, Pope:
Thanks very much for your kindness in the loan of the Wheeling cover,

fe = the memo on the inside "Letter headed ete." This notation is in the
handwriting of Dre Carroll Chase but it was doubtless made many years ago as
this cover was in his collection prior to the time his article on the forty-
sevens was published in the old "Philatelic Cazette" in 1915«1916, In face, he
illustrated this cover in his famous article and I recognized it at once, If I
am not mistaken he was the first student lo recognize the Wheeling for what it was
and he was the first one to write an article about it, DBecause this is an Exe
Chese cover I consider it of extra significance, We have never had the ggual of
Chase, as a philatelic student, and the chances are we will never have another,

Later I will send you photo prints,

Chase sold his 1847 collection to Senztor Ackerman after he came home from
France in 1919, I was in New York with him at that time, It is my recollection
that Ackerman's collection was sold at priveate sale so I do not know who has owned
this cover thru the years, I imagine it would be hard to trace it,

Later

Searching thru my records I found that your cover was sold in a sale by J.C,
Morgenthau & Co, on Merch 30-31, 1914, Perhaps that is where Chase acquired it,
It was Lot 13 and "J,C,l," deseribed it as follows, quote:

"Lot 13 - 10¢ black on bluish (29), cancelled in blue, and in addition the
stamp bears on the lower left corner a red cancellation which was evidently put on
before the stamp was uséd as no part of this falls on the cover, and can be ac=
counted for by the fact that the envelope has the usual 3Charge' and apparently
the Postmaster had on hand precancelled stamps to use f £ sucﬁ a purpose, The stamp
itself is cut into at the right and creased by a fold the letter, but the cover
is of the greatest interest to the student," (unquote)

I judge the above was your cover though I note the use of the word "envelope,"
I have no record of the price, I have the copy of the catalogue that Chase used
when he examined the lots and opposite this lot he wrote "as stated.”

I also found that this same cover came up in a sale by Klein on March 8, 1940,
The ("Sinkler" Sale) - It was Lot 48, and was illustrated, It sold to order @ £$100,

This is Tuesday, the 15th, and I suppose Mrs. Pope and you att@nded the
Caspary sale today. I trust your luck was with you.

With every good wish = Cordially yours,



C. C. HART
KANSAS CITY, MO.
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DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT
THE ATTACHED CHECK IS IN PAYMENT OF ITEMS DESCRIBED BELOW.
IF NOT CORRECT PLEASE NOTIFY US PROMPTLY. NO RECEIPT DESIRED.
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TRADE MARK REG.

SUITE 1020 COMMERCE BLDG. 922 WALNUT ST.
KANSAS COCITY 6, MISSOURI

November 9, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrock:

Enclosed find a 5¢ Iowa 1847 cover, together with some relating
material, which I would like to have your opinion on.

I have received the November issue of your special service and
as usual found it very interesting. I appreciate your mentioning
my name in writing up the two covers that belong to me and, of
course, in my opinion this enhances their value.

I am enclosing a rough draft of an article that I hope to send to
Stamps Magazine at an early date. I know that from your records
you can give me some earlier dates of covers than the ones I have
listed and if you have them I would appreciate your help on this.

You also have photographs of the official records in Washington,
and if this book gives the dates that supplies were received for
the various areas, I would appreciate having this information also
for my article. I realize that this is asking a great deal of you
and, of course, I want to pay you for your time spent in helping
me. Do you object to me mentioning you in the article?

Purely by chance, I met Ted Gore of Wichita, Kansas in New York on

my last trip there. To my surprise I learned that he is the owner

of the Wisconsin Territorial cover. He said he was not interested

in the cover as a Territorial and I hope to acquire it by exchanging
some 10¢ '47 covers which I own. If I am able to acquire this
Wisconsin then the only covers I will be short, out of a total of

35, will be 3; namely, North Carolina, New Jersey and Minnesota
Territory. I hope to acquire a New Jersey soon and the North Carolina
Y is of course possible, but not too easy to come by.

i
0

I haven't heard from Bob Baughman about the 2 '47 covers from
Leavenworth, Kansas.



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook -2 November 9, 1955

I have had a reply to my letter from Dr. Dinsmore Alter, of
Los Angeles, saying that he does not have any covers with the
first issue on them, and his specialty is the 1¢ stamp of 1851.
That lead led to naught. He was supposed to have some 'L7's
on cover from Topeka. I guess they don't exist.
I leave Monday for New York, but any mail you address to Kansas
City will be forwarded to me immediately. Incidentally, on my
return I am looking forward to attending the Dartmouth - Princeton
football game on November 19. I do not know what your college
affiliations are but even if you are not interested in seeing these
two colleges I wish you were there.

o

Sincerel
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Nov, 16, 1955.

M, C, C, Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo.
Dear Mr, Hart:
Yours of the 9th received,

Herewith I return your 5¢ 18,7 cover of Augusta, Ca, of January 1862(?),
I have authenticated this on the back as reocuested,

He = your article whieh I return herewith, and your query - re - S% &
RECEIVED, The old reccrd book had two columns headed, "DAY SENT" and "DA
RECEIFT," There are 66 pages in this book and glancing thru it I note that almost
without exception both dates were entered, If there were any exceptions I failed
to note them,

i = earliest known covers from the 35 states, I regret to state that I
have never kept such a record, hence I cannot furnish you with any data on this
subject,

liest known date of receipt in the 35 states, This would reguire
a check-up of each P,0, in each state, and I regret to sgtate that it would be im-
possible for me to do this at this time, I have not been feeling well for a week
and have been ailing from a gall stone attack, In addition, I have a desk piled
high with work that I am struggling to finish, I am physically unable to do this
for you at this time, much to my regret., I truet that you will understand,

Re = the 5¢ ',7 Jowa cover. I am returning Mr, Westholm's letter which I
have carefully noted, also the cover with the 5¢ 1847 and the two stampless covers.
Regarding the cover with the 5¢ 1847 stamp, The question is - Was this stamp used
originally on this cover? Or, was this originally a stampless cover with the
postage paid ch Box 65? I doubt if any competent and well-informed
anthority could answer those queries to the effect that the stamp was actually
used as we see it, There is certainly no evidence that it was, hence how could
anyone state that "in his opinion the cover is genuine?"

Apparently the writer did not put this stamp on the cover, because he put a

"y notation on his folded letter, "Charge Box 65.," Mr. Westholm did not state that

the writer put the stamp on his letter but stated, quote: "This stamp was affixed
on Nov, 8, 1848 prior to the receipt of the 1847 Issue at any Iowa post office."

(unquote).,

I recognize the fact that the Postmaster may have obtained a supply from some
post office in Illinois or elsewhere, but would he have used up & supply by attach-
ing them to a letter such as this that he could have stamped PAID and sent it on
its way? And further did he cancel the stamp with thia“%n_m{;g? That I doubt,
% I question whether he had such a stamper as of ember 1848, If none of
the 7 stamps had been sent to Iowa as early as November 18,8 why would this poste
master in such a small town have a grid stamping device to cancel stamps, And
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as early as November of 1848,

#2. &:'. c. C. Ha!‘t - Nov.o 16’ 1955.

consideration of the above comment,
it is my opinion that this stamp was not originally used on this cover, I will
be glad to sign it as such on the back if you desire,

further, this stamp is not of a Tﬁ% or sion that could have been used
orey

I find that some collectors accompany my letters with items I have passed on,
Inasmuch as this is a_personal letter to you and you only, may I request that you
treat same as suchs I have no objection if you quote from it but I beg of you not
to pass it on to anycne, -

As stated above, I will gladly sign it on the back with my opinion if you so
desire,

I am sending this letter to Kansas City with a copy to you at your New York
office,

Your frignd mentioned Paul Rohloff of Chicago, Paul is a very close and valued
friend of mine and it is possible that I may send him extracts from this letter to-
gether with a slide or a photograph of the cover, If perchance you have any objection
please advise, I may do the same with Horace Foole who is also one of my most valued
of frignds, :

Thanks very much for your check for $#10,00 covering fees on the 5¢ Augusta cover
and the enclosed Jowa cover with the 5¢ 1847.

I was pleased to learn that you met Ted Core in New York and that he may let
you have his 10¢ "L7 cover, I have never met him personally,

£ Please advise if you have any word from Mr, Baughman,

Colonel Alter is also quite a good friend but as he advised you he specializes
in the Cne Cent 1851=57,

I note you expect to attend the Dartmouth « Princeton game, I fear it would be
a little rough for me to weather a football game at this time of the year, I like
them better in a warm living room over T,V,

I trust you obtained some nice items in the Caspary sale yesterday. Please ad-
vise the lots you purchased,

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,



Octs 75 1955,

(SSRS

—

hh‘. C. CQ f‘aﬁ,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St., -
Kansas City 6, Moe
Dear wo Hart: o

As per yours of the 28th, I am herewith returning the following items:

1) 10¢ 1247 cover = N,Y, to Canada,

2) 10¢ 1847 " = H,S, of 3 = Panama to Meseico,

3) 5¢ 18,7 - N,Y, to Boston

4) 10¢ 1847 - Little Rock, Airk, to Cincinmti.
5) Coolidge - Frank

6) Crockett "

7) Jefferson "

8; Washington * "

9) Johnson Frank

10) Eisenhgwer - MacArthur Cipex

11) 5¢ 1847 block of fours

12) 5¢ 18,7 Wheeling Precancel,

......

I made photographs of the above material as you requested and prints
will follow very shortly,

Re No, 12 = Wheeling grid = In my opinion this stamp is genuine and it
could be that this is a stamp that was described in the 1916 Chase article, Chase
_stated that covers are known with the pre-cancel in red and canceled with a blue

grid, He also mentioned an of f cover 5¢ with the red precancel and a blue PAID,
I believe these precancels were very early, that is, used in 1847, Your copy :
certainly an W the 1847 color and it is a very carly impression, I
signed it on the back,

= Nos 3 = 5¢ 1847 from New York A to Boston, Thia,?_%_g%gm
is the 18&7W and the use ¢ have been 18,7 or 1848, I thi :
it is possible that this stamp had become a bit oxidized and was given a peroxide .
treatment to restore the color,

Re = No, 11 = 5¢ 18,7 =« block of four, In my opinion, this is not Orange
Brown or Orange, but rather the Chase 1£49 color "Reddish Brown," In=

cidentally, I took this out of the glassine envelope as I think it is dangerous to
enclose stamps or covers in any sort of cover especially where such items are
sealed up tight and the air prevented from c tings I am convinced that such
coverings will fade cancelations on covers in time, especially red postmarks or mark-

ings.

Re = « Panama to Mexico, I have known this cover for years, R is
unquestiona ge: and I have signed it on the back, I have a photo of it that
I made years ago, when it belonred to Karl Burrougha (deceased).

I note your remarks re - filtering out eolora. I will write a good
friend at the Eastman Co, in Rochester., I do not believe such microscope work as



#2; l‘h'. no ct Hal't - Oﬁtc 7’ 1955.

you mentioned could be applied to color photography,

., Fe = 1847 = year dated postmark, I was not aware that Erookman munt.ion-
edauchathingbutaefarasIeanrecallIneverhearddanycircuhrpostmark
with a year date that was used while the 18,7 stamps were current,

e = your contemplated advertisement for an 1847 cover used in Minnesota
' Territory. The data Perry gave you is correct, The only 18,7 stamps sent to that
Territory was as follows:

10¢ - 900
5¢ = 200

I believe youwr chances in loeating such a cover are very very slim, Stamps used
from there would probably be found elsewhere, ‘

‘ e rour Ng O¢ 18 anada, The questi-n is, "Did
New York use a s 1847 st.a.ups?“ Chase stated in his 1916 article,
quote: "New York used though rarely - the ordinary round grid" (on the 1847
stamps) and stated that the common square grid was generally used.

I have been interested in this feature forsome years and four or five
years ago I wrote to perhaps half a domen collectors of the forty-sevens inquiring
what sort of covers did they have with an 1847 stamp used from New York with a roumd
m red, One replied that he knew of perhaps half a dozen covers that were
g e :

I do not think its use was confined to Canada, Europe or California, as I
have a record of covers to France, Canada and California, However, mail to such
places did not always have the round grid (from New York City),

Iawopinion,ymrewerﬁo.1iagcm1neincva-ymspecband1havc
sigmﬂit on the back,

I enclose a photo print of a cover to California in 1850 (Oct.
I offered this covertc you in 1948 @ qso.oo, It is now huried in a large 1847
collection.

A I am also enclosing a photo print of a Wheeling, Va, cover with a 10¢
precancel, :

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,



Nove 165 1955,

I, Co G, Hart,

Suite 1020,

922 Welmt St,
6, 1o,

Kansas City
Dear Mr, Hart:
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20 My Co Co Hort = Nove 26, 1955,

I-Mthﬁ-l&tctomcmmhamtomnmh!cﬂ

Your friénd mentioned Paul Rohloff of Chicage., Paul is a very close and valued
friend of mine and it is possible that I may cend him extracts £ rom this letter to=
gether with a slide or a photograph of the cover, If perchence you have any objection
please advise, I may do the same with Horace Foole who is also one of my most valued

s very much for your cheek for $10,00 coverins fees on the 5¢ Mugnsta cover
' . *Mummtm‘mﬁimmnumkm'mtnm'w

~ you have his 10¢ ',7 cover, I have never met him personally,

Please advise if you have any word frem }r, Baughmen,

Colonel Alter is also quite & good friend but as he advised you he specislizes
in the One Cent 185157, -

I note you expeet to attend the Dartmouth - Princeton game, I fear it would be
a little rough for me to westher a football geme at this time of the year, I like
then better in a warm living room over T,V, ’ :

I trust you obtained scme nice items in the Caspery sale yesterday. Flease ade
vise the lots you purchased,

q1

Cordially yours,



Nov, 18, 1955.

m'. Paul c' MOff,
209 s, State St.,
Chieago, 111,

Dear Paul:

I am enclosing herewith a photo print of a cover that was sent to me
this week for my opinion, The cover is an envelope with a 5¢ 1847 stamp
supposed to have been used from Bloomington, Iowa in November 18,8, Perhaps
you have seen this cover, My opinion on the eover was as follows, quote:

"Re = the 147 Iowa er, I am returning Mr, Westholm's letter
which I have ear‘m_i-ily noted, also the cover with the 5¢ 18,7 and the two stampless
covers, Regarding the cover with the 5¢ 1847 stamp, The question is = Was this
stamp used originally on this cover? Or, was this originally a stampless cover
with the postage paid by charge to Box 65? I doubt if any competent and well-in-
formed authority could answer those queries to the effect that the stamp was
actually used as we see it, There is certainly no evidence that it was, hence
how could anyone state that 'in his opinion the cover is renuine?!

Apperently the writer did not put this stamp on the cover, because he
put a notation on his folded letter, '%ggf Box QE.' Mr, Westholm did not
state that the writer put the stamp on his letter stated, quote: 'This stamp
was affixed on Nov, &, 1848 prior to the receipt of the 18,7 Issue at any Iowa
past office,' (unquote)

I recognize the faet that the Postmaster may have obtained a supply from
some post office in Illinois or elsewhere, but would he have used up a supply by
attaching them to a letter such as this that he could have stamped PAID and sent

it on its way? And further did he cancel the stamp with this blue grid? That I
doubt, bet I question whether he had such a stamper as of November 18,8, If
none of 7 stamps had been sent to Iowa as early as November 1848 why would

this postmaster in such a small town have a grid stamping device to cancel stamps?
And further, this stamp is not of a ghade or m;;_g_g that eould have been used
?_w as November of 18,8, Therefore, in consideration of the above comment,

t is my opinion that this stemp was not originally used on this cover,” (unguote)

I will welcome any comment you care to make.
With best wishes =

Cordially yours,
Copy to
Horace Poole,
Henry Hill



“ M7 PAUL C. ROHLOFE
209 S. STATE ST,
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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% o Nov. 25, 1955,

Dear Henry: .
[
Here is a cover that belongs to a friend of mine and he W
wants $15,00 for it., Is it anything of interest to you?
Re = thMonroe slide, This is really not Pornographic DEC -2 1955
but a fine wo f frt - artistic photography., A most artistie
myde that is ot vulger or in my opinion suggestive,

Re = the Bloomington cover = the date line inside is

definitely BLOOMINGTCON, Yes, the cover was sent to me for an
opinion by Creighton Harty, quite a goed friend of mine, and I
advised him that in my opinion the %7 stamp wam not used on
the cover,

With all) good wishes
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ESTABLISHED 1866

DIRECTORS:
A. J, HILL - B, J, CASE
H. W. HILL - H. P. HILL
R. M. FLEMING - E. G. LANDE

C. M. CASE, JR. - O. H. ENGLUND
A.E. COX - S, J. MIROCHA
T. S. SNYDER - L. W. WELD
J. L. NORBECK

TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191
TELETYPE MP-347

22-26 SECOND STREET So.
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

TRADE MARK

11-30-55
Dear Stan;

After writing you last night,I realized that I was pretty short in my reply
but it has been due to many things, and lack of time.

1 have been doctoring a bit. For some time,I have been draging my right leg
and Florance had been worried of my health, This is the stoty. A complete examination
discloses a perfect speciman, both heart and blood pressure. The limp comes from
vericouse veins and the dgp#@%;thinks that when I was in the Navy in I918 during

éﬁihescourge that I had a sIight & uch of Polio, and because of my weight the 1imp has

¥ Become pronounced, So much for troubles.
How am I going to r y book? I am in hopes that the cost will 2°tllm¢
price which I can s o the N.Y. Dealers for FIPEX at a profi@ﬁ%ﬁc\let

coste I shall just have wait until all the bills are in,

Re- the Hart cover. I called Westholm this morning on a business matter
and I asked him about it. I find it belongs to Carl Powers, who is not well and
Woody sold it for him. Woody asked me what to do, and I replied that he should get
the cover back and refund Hart his money.

That is all for now

/T/A’l 1/




HORACE S. POOLE
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE
DUBUQUE, IOWA

Novemser 27, 1955.

Dear Stant

YOUR VERY INTERESTING LETTER TO PAuL ROHLOFFs; REGARD=
ING A LETTER FROM BLOOMINGTON, lowA To DuBuQUE, WITH
A 5 cent |857 8TAMP, WAS RECEIVED A FEW DAYS AGO.
YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT IT ARE BOTH INTERESTING AND
INSTRUCTIVE. | HAVE KNOWN OF THIS COVER FOR SOME TIME
BuT | HAD NOT SEEN 31T. NEITHER DO | KNOW WHERE §T WAS
SECUREDs; BUT | THINK IN AN AUCTION SALE.

AFTER READING YOUR LETTER | LOOKED UP IN MY COLLECTION
AND FOUND A STAMPLESS COVER FROM BLOOMINGTON IN [84¥
WITH RED MARKING AND ONE IN |549 WITH BLUE MARKING.

ALSO ONE FROM KEOSAUQUAs IN VAN BUREN COUNTY NOT TOO FAR
FROM BLOOMINGTONs WITH AN 185] 3 CENT STAMP CANCELLED

BY A GRID KILLER SIMILAR TO THE ONE ON THE 1847 coVER.

BLOOMINGTON WAS CHANGED TO MuscAaTINE IN |849, BuT
PERHAPE BOTH PosT OFFIcES, BLOOMINGTON AND MUSCAT INE;
FUNCTIONED FOR A TIME. | HAVE A COVER FROM MUSBCA=
TINE WITH A PAIR OF 3 cenT |85| TIeD TO COVER WITH
THE CIRCULAR HAND STAMP; AS YOU SEE NONE WITH GRID
FROM EITHER BLOOMINGTON OR MUSCATINE.

| wWouLD LIKE VERY MUCH TO HAVE THE PICTURE OF THIS
COVER IN MY FILEy, 80 | HAVE KEPT THE PRINT YOU EN=
CLOSED WITH YOUR LETTER. IF YOU WANT IT RETURNED, DROP
ME A LINE.

OUR DAUGHTER AND HER FAMILY, ONE A BABY A YEAR OLD,
SPENT THE THANKEGIVING HOLIDAYS WITH US, LEAVING
TopAYD THIS 18 WHY A REPLY TO YOUR LETTER WAS DELAYED.

BEST REGARDS TO YOU AND TO MRS. ASHBROOK.

VERY SINCERELY YOURS

el



Dec. 9, 1955.

Mr, Woodrow W, Westholm,
1605 Thompson Ave.
Des min“, Iwa.

Dear lMr. Westholm:

May I thank you very kindly for the copy of your

" fine letter of Dec, 6th to our mutual friend, Mr, C.C,Hart

of Kansas City, My sincere compliments to you on this

letter as it is proof conclusive that none of any of the
parties concerned suspected that the 5¢ 1847 cover was
questionable in any way. DNo doubt My, Hart will advise you
that he had Mr, Win Boggs of the FPhilatelic Foundaticn

make a casual examination of the cover and I believe that the
two of them noticed some point that led them to believe that
my opinion might be wrong, I believe Mr, Hart decided to
submit the cover to the Expert Committee of the Philatelie
Foundation, I made a very careful examination of the cover and
I would be surprised if it has any positive evidence to prove
that the 5¢ stamp was actually used on the cover,

WITH THE SEASON'S COMPLIMENTS -

Cordially yours,



e i~

HORACE S. PDOLE, PRESIDENT CHARLES |. ALTMAN, VICE-PRESIDENT WOODROW W, WESTHOLM, SECY-TREAS.
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE 2936 RUTLAND AVENUE 1605 THOMPSON AVENUE
DUBUQUE, 1OWA DES MOINES, 1OWA DES MOINES I10WA

AFFILIATED WITH FEDERATION OF lowa STAMP CLUBS

Des Meines, Iowa
December 6, 1955

Mr. Creighton C. Hart
Suite 1020, Commerce Eldg.
Kansas City 6, Missouri

Dear Mr. Hart:

You shall note by the enclosed IPHS Bulletin Number 20, NOVEMBER 1955,
in the article entitled, "An Iowa Cover, Stamped or Stampless", that I am
advised that the Bloomington cover has been adjudged not gemuine, I have
expected a letter from you. Not having received one, I have attempted to
reach you by telephone, both Saturday and Sunday last. Ipremyoum
in New York City, accounting for no answer in Kansas City., Therefore, I
dmditadviubletomtemtoataethatlmprepmdtorefxmdyour
purchase price. Needless to say, I am as much disappointed as you must be
at the outcome of this imnspection.

: I shall recount some of the detail relative to this cover in order that

) you might have a good opinion of me. I would not want you to think that our
mitual friend, Henry Hill of Minneapolis had ill-advised you upon suggesting
my name for a contact in Iowa for such a cover. Referring to my original
letter to you, dated August 26th, you will recall that I surmised there were
a total of five such covers known to us, included among which was "a copy on
cover from Burlington, Iowa sent to Davemport, Iowa if my memory serves me
right owned by Carl 0. Powers....." Also in that letter I suggested that I
might later have the opportunity to buy that particular cover for you when
Mr. Powers permitted me to help him locate it among his abundauce of covers.
The first opportunity I had to do anything further in that matter occured at
the 22nd ammual T.M.P.S. convention in Sioux City, on October 8th, when Carl
Joined our group for a session in the hotel room, This was the first that
we had seen him to visit since his stroke early in the Spring. I told him
of your research program and desire to purchase am Iowa cover. He did not
seem anxious to sell any of his material but finally agreed to consider the
sale of this cover, for not less than that paid by you.

On October 25th I wrote that finally, after a two-day search, during
which time I assisted Carl in moving his material from his former office to
his home, we had located the ¢over., It proved to be mailed from Bloomington
to Dubuque instead of Burlington to Davenport as I had first recollected, I
was so eximberated at having located this cover that, frankly, I did not in-
spect it as closely as I should have. Otherwise, the evident erroneous use



Mr, Creighton C. Hart, December 6, 1955 Page Two

been

of the five-cent 1847 stamp in Iowa at that date would have/questioned by me
before invelving you. I must admit that, later, when writing my article for
the OCTOBER 1955 issue of the IPHS bulletin regarding the use of this issue
in Iowa, I was somewhat disturbed that the date of this one cover should pre~
cede that of the delivery of any of the stamps in our state. In the haste to
complete the article to include it with that issue of the bulletin which was
long overdue; I took the easiest course of a writer, supposition. This ex-
perience has taught me a lessonj I shall indeed be more careful in the future.

I honestly do not believe that our friend Carl 0., Powers is the culprit,
but rather that he preceded you as the "victim", He has owned this cover for
many years, according to his conversation with me when we last visited. He
could not remember where he acquired it. Carl has been "buying" off and on
for a good many years, always picking up a "bargain" at one or another con-
vention or auction., It no doubt came to him by this means.

Again I write that I am indeed sorry that you should have been subjected
to this disappointment. No doubt you have been put to some expense in having
the cover expertised by Mr. Ashbrook; I should like to pay that amount for
you, or at least share in the expense. Also, should you find that ownership
of those two Bloomington stampless covers is superfluous now that the stamped
cover does not warrant their "support" relative to the cancellation type, I
shall be happy to refund your money there as well,

My only suggestion at this time is that our President, Horace S. Poole,
of Dubuque, Iowa might possibly consider lending you his "McGregor's Landing
cover for exhibition in New York should you be unable to acquire an "Iowa" .
item by that time. That, as you may recall, is a manuscript cancellation in
1851. Paul C. Rohloff of Chicago owns the best "strike" on such a cover, it
being a "tied-on" cancellation of Fort Madison, Iowa, Jan., 21, 1851.

In closing I wish to say that we shall anxiously anticipate your meeting
with our Des Moines Philatelic Society mext year when we shall be privileged
to view your material and hear your address on the subject. As soon as YOU
have advised me of the date, I shall make plans for visitors to join us that
night from all over the State.

You will note that I have sent copies of this letter to several of my
collector-friends so that they too might be advised of my action with you as .
regards an apology for this regretable situation.

(¥

Yours very truly,

Koo

Woodrow Westhiolm, Secretary.

wWw
ml. - Ims . No. 20
Copies to: vStanley B. Ashbrook
Henry W, Hill
Paul C.Rohloff
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SUITE 904, 521 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. | 9?
December ¥, 1955 } ;\;}
5

Mr., Stanley Ashbrook,
P.0.Box. 31,

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft, Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I've had about 100 letters from collectors either sending me lists of their
1847 covers or offering to fill out a check list. Some of the collectors
have rather sizable holdings, a great many with over 50 covers and a few over
100. I think I am now in touch with collectors who own (a guess) 2000 covers.
I'11 detail the list after I get back to Kansas City.

I talked with Winthrop Boggs about a book listing all 'L7 covers and he has
asked me to submit a proposal to the P.F. This I expect to @g&soon and will
send it to you first for commept k’; ess you prefer 1 don't;b

Your opinion about the Iowa cover may be correct but I think you are mistaken
and you may want to look at it again. The Iowa cover is at the P.F, for their
opinion and I did not say you had looked at it because you asked me not to
show your letter.

Mr. Boggs and I looked at it under an infra red or ultra violet lamp (I don't
know which) and it shows a faded out pemmark "X" on the stamp. The "X" has
apparently gone through the stamp and been absorbed into the cover thus tying
the stamp with the old pen cancellation and this is a point in favor of its
original use on the cover.

Of course there were no stamps issued in Towa at the time and no need then
for the 7 bar killer, However, the postmaster (1) knew that stamps had been
printed (2) that Iowa would receive a supply (3) that a killer cancellor would
be needed soon. It is fair to assume the postmaster was efficient because he
did have a town postmarker, a "Paid" and a rate marker., Perhaps, he ordered
the 7 bar killer at the same time to be ready for the stamped letters.

I'11 let you have another look at it when the P.F. returns it the middle of
January.

There is also enclosed a copy of the ad I ran im the St. Paul paper. Not a



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook Page 2 December 2, 1955

single answer. I'm going to change the wording and run it in the Aberdeen,
Miss., paper and also at Lexington or Fayette, Mo. Do you have any suggestions
for improving the copy for the second try? No need to return the proof.

I'm anxious to get home and then back for the Caspery sale in January. I'm
pleased that the turkey arrived in time for Thanksgiving and that you enjoyed

16,

encl.
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Dec, 7, 1955,

Mr. C. C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 922 Walnut St,.,
Kansas City 6, lo,

Dezr Mr, Hart:

I am today in receipt of yours of the 5th from New York enclosing
your 5¢ 1847 cover, I somehow received the impression that you had ac-
quired a new copy of the orange and it did not occur to me that the one
you referred to was the Chase cover which you sent me last August, I am
returning it herewith and have signed it on the back, for which there is no
fee, You enclosed a check for $10,00 so I am erediting your account with
. $5.00, I am also returning the P,F, certificate as I advised you last August
I have known this cover for many years and I have in my files an Index card
that came from Chase, regarding this cover., I judge this card dates back to
atbout 1914, I made a photo of your cover with the card and later I will
send you a print,

I also return the proof of the advertisement that you ran and regret
that it did not bring some results, I think your wording is excellent and
feel sure that I could not improve it, I note that you have received about
100 letters from collectors and I think this is most remarkable, Also your
estimate that those whom you are in touch with probably own as many as 2000
covers, I consider this most remarkable, I also note that you intend to submit
a proposal to the P,F, for publication of a book, More power to you and I cer-
tainly wish you luck, I would like to see a copy and if I can offer any sug-
gestions I will be pleased to do so.

Fe = the Iowa cover, I have carefully noted your remarks, Naturally
I do not expect to have everyone agree with opinions I arrive at, as everyone
has a perfect right to their own opinion. I do not believe that the 5¢ stamp
was used on that cov: r but that is just my conviction for reasons which I gave
in my letter to youe I have carefully noted your remarks regarding the examina=-
tion made of the cover by Win Boggs and you., If you wish me to again check the
covery, I will be pleased to do so, It will be interesting to learn the decision
of the P.F, Committee regarding the cover, so please keep me advised,

You had quite a long visit in New York and I am sure you are glad to
be back home,

WITH BEST WISHES FOR A HAPFY HOLIDAY SEASON
Cordially yours,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham,5,Alabama.
Saturday A.M. Nov. 19, 1955.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan, .
I sure enjoyed talking to you Thursday night and was glad to
learn you were better. Better watch that butter intake.

Many thanks for the check for $10 for the covers. Wish you
would take out your part. Here is something you can do for me at your
pleasure. Here are ten covers which I want slides made for and also have
you sign the nine that are not signed. I dont think you have even ever
seen more than one or two of them. Dont let this interfere with your time
because there is no hurry, of course.

Enclosed:
SUS# and Hawaiian # Source Addressed to Cost
69 Paige. Charleston,Ms. 100.00 v/
17 5-6 Fox-Harris Boston, Ms. 280.00
17 8 Daniels Parma, N.Y. 115.50
il 8 Harmer-Rooke Brooklyn,N.Y 173.25
&7 8 R.H.Weill Peacham, Vt. 325.00
TR 8 E.D.Cole Natchez, Miss 125.00
76 21 Fox Huntsville,Ut. 136.50
76(2) 32(2) Paige Boston,Ms. 100.00
116 32 Paige Boston, Ms. 100.00
179(2) 36 Kelleher Reading, Mich 118.13
Registered For - - - = = = = - = 1573.38

Stan, the above is just for my insurasnce policy record in case
of loss.
The priced catalog of the Caspary sale has not come yet. I will
rush it to you the minute it comes here.

Sincerely,



Nov e 21’ 19550

My, Emmerson C. Krug,
3006 = 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Im:

Herewith 1 am returning the Hawaii covers as per yours of the
19th, This is sure a nice lot, I simed the nine for you and I made
color slides of all ten, Flease note cover No, 10 -~ the registered and
my notes regarding it, I made a very careful examination and check-up
of each cover,

This A,M, I received from Ezra a typed copy of the Caspary prices
and names of buyers, 1 suppose he sent you a similar list but if not
you ean let me know, He did not instruet sending the copy to you so I
assume you received one,

I also have yours of Saturday with return of the three slides,
Meke a memo that I have these and you can borrow any one at amy time, I
will be interested in what Paige has to say about the Chicago cover, Also
about the 30¢ 1860 cover, He wanted too rmch for it but in the Fox sale
you mentioned it did sell at an attractive price because it is rather pretty.
Sam don't pass out any bargains if he can avoid it,.

Re - that Revenue strip 8¢ - Molesworth, My friend offered him 3250
for it - Jack came back with a price of 325,00, so my friend returned it to
him, Ihcidentally he bourht the Stark 7R1E cover from me @ 51,500,400,

Herewith your 12¢ 1857 Plate One copy with Mobile postmark, Bear in
mind, a used Plate 3 is a scarcer stamp than a used Flate Une., Perfed Plate
One stamps were issued in Seps 1857. Perf Plate 3 not until 1860, Both were
demonetized in Aug-Sep, 1861,

I believe this brings us up to date,

With best wishes, etc.




GORDON HARMER CABLE ADDRESS

PRESIDENT P H l L A T E L I C PHILATORS. NEW YORK
— AUCTIONEERS s

AUCTIONS

APPRAISALS 560 ﬁ/[lA AVenue JU;ZL:::O-:;‘:
NEW YORK 36.N.Y.

November 17, 1955

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
PO Box 31
Ft. ‘thomas, Kentucky
Dear Stan:

Would you be so kind as to examine and expertize the
two enclosed covers? Please return them at your convenience
with your feel and expense for postage.

Best personal wishes,

Sincerely,

HARMER ’R?KE & CO.,INC.
"

BY: JL
GRH:T
Enc. Ref. %) D}}



Nov. 23, 1955.

Mr, Gordon Harmer,
% Harmer Rooke & Co.,
560 Fifth A‘feo,
New York 36, N.Y.
Dear Gordon:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the
19th with my opinions on each one,

My fee is 55,00 per item,
With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



Re -~ cover, a small white envelope addressed to Emmanuel Loeb, Esq. =

Strasbourg - Bas = Rhin = France = 4 Rue de la Lauterne" with U,S. stamps = -

v 1861 - Type II = Orange Brown, S.U,S. #30, plus a 10¢ 1859 = Type V = S.U,S,

535, both bearing gridirons in red, Faint Philadelphia, Pa, postmark, date

not legible, with "12" at the bottom, Also on face a red circular French

postmark which was originally of the type which read, at top "ETATS UNIS -

Date in C - "3" at each side, and at bottom "SERV, BRIT, CALZIS," This The
postmark has been painted and the "BRIT" reads as Tollows Eﬂ 5T ( = )
The date in the postmark appears to be "16 SEPT 60"

Three black French transit markincs are on the reverse, two of which appear

to have year dates read "60,"

0 on, the two stamps were not used originally on this cover, This
use is supposed to be "S 1860," but the 5¢ Orange Brown was not issued
until the spring of 1861, Eea_.ri:l.est recorded use g 1), I suspect that
the use of this cover was 1866, not 1860 and the "56" year dates were changed
to "60," I could be more positive if there was a plain strike of the Phila-
delphia postmark,

STANLEY B, ASHBROOK
* \ssuec \n 156} chemberB22, 1955
\ssue of 1857-bo



Re = Blue folded ;%tg;, from Hamilton C.W, (Canada) to New York City =

essed to D. S, Kennddy, Wall St., New York, with a H,P, of the U. S, 5¢ 1847
cancelled with red grid, the pair not tied to the cover,
Letter inside date=lined, "COMMERCIAL BANK = M,D, Hamilton Office = llth August
1851," Postmarked black "Hamilton = Au = 11 - 51 = A = C,W,"
Red "Canada" = blue "10 CENTS" « manuscript 6,

0 ons the 1 wag not used o this cover, This was a
stampless, forwarded by the Hamilton C.W. Post Office as unpaid with "6" pence due,
or under the Postal Agreemmt then in force, "10 CENTS" due at New York, This use
was in August 1851, after the 1847 stamps had been declared invalid for po tal use.
(After June 30, 1851), my opinion, the position that this pair occupies on this
cover further indn.cates that the pair was not on this letter M it was placed
in the Hamilton P,0,

The Hamilton P,0, exchanged mail across the Line with the Buffale,N,Y, P,0, It is
my belief that the %ﬁ "10 CENTS" was applied at the Buffalo P,0, and indicated
that 10¢ was to be collected at New York from the addressee, Hamilton had marked
it as "6" pence due, or unpaid,

STANLEY Be ASHBROOK
November 22, 1955



HARMER, ROOKE & CO./INC.
560 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
PO Box 31
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

iAa'R MA“_ 526639
REGISTERED
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llarMER ROOKE
& CO.me.

GORDON HARMER CABLE ADDRESS

PRESIDENT PHILATELIC PHILATORS. NEW YORK
— AUCTIONEERS

AUCTIONS TELEPHONE

APPRAISALS 560 ﬁ/[lfé AVenUe JUDSON 2-0164
NEW YORK 36.N.Y.

November 29, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. “shbrook
PO Box 31

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you very much for your att-
ention to the 2 covers which we have
safely received back again, I have
pleasure in enclosing our check value
$10.

Best regards,

Sincerely,

OOKE & CO.,INC.

GRH:T



Elyria Ohio,
Nov, 20, 1955

Stanley B. Ashbrook;
Ft. Thomas, Kye
Dear Sir:

I heard of a very rich hoard of stamps
at a small town near my home here , the old Docter
passed away an the estate sold. while at the auctdon
sale (attentdd by many stamp collectors notably G, Linn
Lincoln Russell ect. we were greatly disappointed in
the material finding an acculmulation rather than much
of individual value,

The Docter had picked up the entire
mail of a dealer in butter an eggs an in the group
were 1000 plus blackjacks on cover five of these
being bisects one of these I enclose mine probly
is no good ., if the material was picked up as statedd
1Itcan ndt figure how these bad covers got into the

ot .
another cover faked was also in the sale an I
enclose for your concideration,
also a Confegerate pr. #7 after I recieved your book
was thinking that this cover ties the one you describe
as an early date for this stamp if not a #6
yours truly

Nl chiel
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

K EARBISTE R
melhcld Ave

!u.lmo s1'7 < {

[ 2‘ X O h Lo La\

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whon‘l.ﬁ’ '
return receipt, to whom when, and address »‘»}‘?
check which and when where delivered \
delivered %

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955 WC



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee . g
First-class or airmail postage » )
Either return receipt fee (optional) -

Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
tach it to the back of the letter.

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YL U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Nove 23, 19550

Mr, K¢ E. Ke:lster,
203 Belfield AVQ.,

Elyria, Chio,
Dear Mr. Keister:

Herewith I am returning the three items contained
in yours of the 20th, Here are my comments:

Harb#pg;g. O, This is certainly a new kind of a
fake to me. suppose the fixer removed the original
stamp and then printed a wood-cut of the 5¢ 1875 Taylor,

I do not reecall seeing anmything like this before = A home=
made stamped envelope. I have no doubt the postmark is

genuine (A81-28),

2¢ Black Jack, Of course there is no question but
what this a fake, I am sure you noticed why it is

(A81=29)

Confederate = I put a pencil memo as to the town
and state. 'fh'-is is a Richmoni print on London paper. The

year dated postmark is nice and quite umusual (A21=39),

Very truly yours,




MORRIS EVERETT
FAIRMOUNT BLVD
RIN FALLS, OHIO
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Nov. 20, 1955,

Mr. Morris Everett,
ReFe 3, Fairmount Blvd.,
Chagrin Falls, Ohio,

Dear Mr. Everett:

I have yours of te 15th re = mail thru the lines =
from South to North with Due 3 and Due 6 by Flag of Truce
or P of W, I believe that the answer to your query is
that 6ivilian mail sent unpaid was subjech to double postage
whereas mail from a member of the armed forces could be sent

unpaid with regular postage due,

\If you have a Iunff book or a Brookman 19th (2 Vols.)
I believe you will find the acts of Congress that fixed such
rates, If you wish any further data please advise me,

I am pleased to report that all goes well with me,
for which I am most thankful, I trust the same applies to you.

With cordial regards =

Sincerely yoursy



~w
0 ’

Nov, 23, 1955,

}h" Elnmer Stuart,

82 West VWashington St.,
Chicago 2, I1l.

Dear Elmer:

I had a note from Henry Meyer stating that
you showed him a fine 5¢ 1847 unused orange. If
you still have it will you please let me see it,

If you care to sell it I believe I would be willig
to pay you more than anyone else,

With regards -

Cordially yours,



ELMER STUART

CHICAGO’S

LEADING STAMP DEALER é
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ELMER STUART
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Des, 1, 1955,

Mr, Elmer Stuart,
82 West Washington St.,
Chicago 2, Ili,

Dear Elmer:

- Thanks very much for your kindness in the loan of your
5¢ 1847, I made a color transparéncy of it which I will show you
after it is processed, I have color slides of the famous Ackerman
5¢ ',7 orange and of the Picher unused, I will loan these to you
so that you can compar® with yours, They are not absolute color
reproductions but are very very close,

: I think you were wise to remove the gum - I believe that
sooner or later it would have eracked the paper,

Re = your 2¢ 1869, I made only a superficial examination
but in my opinionk this is not the 1875 but a regular stamp with the
grill ironed out, The fakers use some kind of a cement to cement to-
gether the fipers of the grill, In some cases a photo by ultra=violet
will show the faking very plain,

Again many thanks,
With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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Jark £. Muolesworth
il Plilatelic' Dealer and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

o December 2, 1955.

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
P.O, Box 31

- 33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.,

Dear Stan,

On pages 37 to 40 of your special service you wrote up the
- 2¢ Frontier Rate illustrated by the enclosed cover which I
thought you might like to examine and possibly include in a
future special service as another example of this rare Rate, I
am pricing it to sell at $50,00,

I have just located the 1912 edition of "Color Standards and
Color Nomenclature, By Ridgeway" in good condition with an asking
price of $52.50., This seems on the high side to me and I would
appreciate your advice as to whether or not you feel such is
worth it.

With best regards,

. Moleswor

JEM/vE
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Dec, 5, 19554
PLEASE NOTE:

It Has Come To My Natice on Fraquent
Occasions. That ltems on Which | Have
Authenticated or Furnished Data About,

1@' Jack E. Mole h. ::".m.s.:" Offered For Sale Accompanied
i swort etter That | Wrote The Owner.
102 Beacon St., This Is A PERSONAL LETTER To You And
Boston 16’ Mass. You Alone And | Respectfully Request That
. You Trest It As Such. | Have No Objaction
Dece danikci i You Quote From it

Stanlev B. Achhrant:

Herewith your 1¢ 1861 cover, Too bad the U, S, postmark is not
legible, If it was HOULTON ME -~ then this is a 2¢ across the border rate.
There is a red 2, but I suppose this was applied at Houlton to indicate
this was a piece of first-class mail with 2¢ U, S, paid. I never saw one

of these 2¢ rates paid by the 1¢ 1861 and further, this is the ﬁg& one
I have seen, It is a scaorce item and well worth $50,00 in my o on,
however, I do not happen to know anyone with sufficient appreciation to pay
such a prices, I made a photo and will uce it in a Service Issue,

I remember that I had some correspondence with a collector in Houlton
who tried to dig up some of these covers for me, I cannot recall his name at

present.

Jack, I do realize thét an Index to my Service is badly needed and I
will try and prepare it this month, Thanks again for the reminder, I probably
need one more than anyone else,

Pegards,
Sincerely yours,



R. D. # 1, Berwick, Penna.
December 2, 1955

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Sir:

I'm not at all sure that you will remember
that my husband, Anthony J. Hanus, spent a few hours
with you in your home one day last year. At that
time he had brought to your attention a few philatelic
items which you were kind enough to help him with.

Kt this point, I might remind you that he
is much interested in the 1l¢ blue Franklin, and that my
specialty is the issues of 5¢ brown Jeffersons. It
is the latter that I concern you with now; since I am
enclosing an item which I would very much appreciate
having you examine and give me the further knowledge
which I need. I am preparing my exhibit for Fipex
and want to be sure of my writing.

Referring to the Wells, Fargo & Co. envelope,=-
I have never gone into the research necessary for Express
Covers and would like to know the travels of this part-
icular cover.

Were the stamps placed on the cover by Wells,
Fargo and if so, at what point?

If not placed by Wells, Fargo, who and where?

Is the 5¢ Jefferson commonly found on Express
Covers ( I haven't happened to come accross one before)?

What would be the approximate year of use?

Is it correct that Dietz & Nelsons Express of
British Columbia had some kind of working agreement with
Wedls, Fargo - any other information along this line is
what I need.

I will be very glad to hear from you in the near
future, and I sincerely hope to have the pleasure of meeting
you as my husband did.

I don't know how you charge for this information
and expertizing, so please inform me.

Sincerely yours,

Address Reply:

dra A L T

CeDora J. Hanus

ReDe # 1

Berwick, Penna,
APS # 325)1
SPA # 19069
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Dec. 65 1955.

Mrs, CeDora J, Hanus,
R‘D‘ #1’
Bmick' Pa.

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Replying to yours of the 2nd, I am returning herewith your DIETZ &
NELSON EXPRESS Frank on UeS. 3¢ 1861 envelope, Of course, you are aware
that the Frank at left reads as follows:

PAID - DIETZ & NELSONS
BRITISH COLUMBIA & VICTORIA EXPRESS,

I judge that the use of this cover was in April and May of 1865, This Frank
is stated to have made its first appearance in 1864 ~ I believe that April
of that year would be too early and for various reagons, a use in 1866 would
have been too late,

The Dietz & Nelson Express operated at the above period in the gold
mining camp along the Fraser Kiver in British Columbia and was a subsidiary
of Wells Fargo & Co, Express, hence the "D and N" frank was printed on that
of Wells Fargo, A person buuing one of these envelopes in British Columbia
paid a fee for same which entitled carriage from origin to a connection with
Wells Fargo at Victoria(?) to be carried to the States. The postage to the
States was 10¢ and inasmuch as this letter was "earried outside of the U,S,
Maily," a 10¢ rate was paid by U, S, postage stamps,

In order to comply with the law of the U,S,, this letter as stated,
originated at some point in British Columbia, was transmitted probably to
Vietoria, B.C. by Dietz & Nelson and there turned over te Vells Fargo for
ecarriage to San Franeiseo, No doubt Dietz & Nelson had supplies of U, S.
stamps and the 2¢ and 5¢ U, S, stamps were applied by that Fxpress in British
Columbia, A Wells Fargo messenger carried this letter, no doubt, by the Ocean
Mail Via Panama to New York City where it first entered the regular mail, At
New York, all the stamps were canceled and the letter sent on to the addressée
at Philadelphia, The 5¢ stamp on this cover is the 5¢ Brown of 1863, believed
to have been issued in Jamuary of that year, It was the stamp that was current
in the U,S. at that period in 1865,

Regarding the indistinct blue marking over the 3¢ pink envelope, I am
not eertain what this is but I believe it is the blue oval of Wells Fargo and

reads as follows:
& CO
vV

This also appears on the 2¢ and 5¢,
In my opinion, this is a very rare cover, and naturally the use of either



S By

#2, lMrs. CeDora J, llama, Decs 6’ 1955,

the 2¢ of 1863 or the 5¢ of 1863 must surely be most unusual on a cover such
as thi!o

I have signed the cover on the back as gemuine in all respects.

My fee for the above examination, authentication and analysis is $5,00
which includes return postage.

I note that Mr, Hanus is very much interested in my favorite stamp,
the U, S, One Cent of 1851-1857. One of the great rarities in this stamp is
the Type III, 99R2 ~ perforated. I believe copies of this stamp are ven more
rare than the 1¢ imperforate, the Type I, %13%. I doubt if lr, Hanus owns a
copy as very few specialized collections of the One Cent possess this stamp.
Very seldom does a new copy show up and very very seldom is one offered at
auction, At present I happen to have a copy for sale, I am wondering if he
would be interested?

With the Season's Cormpliments =

Cordially yours,



Dec. 7, 1955.

Mr, Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1475 Powell St.,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgars:

The person who bought Lot 66 in the
Barkhausen sale sent it to me for my opinicn
and also to explain the use, I am enclosing
a copy of my reply, thinking it might be of
interest to you., I would like to know what
you think of my remarks about the cover, I
think it is quite a rare item and scld at a

very low price.

i made a photo and a color slide. Want

one?
WITH THE SEASON'S COMPLIMENTS
Cordially yours,

Z0o



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

December 9, 1955. Friday.

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 Ne Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Just finished talking to you on the phone. Herewith is the
P.F. letter for you to read and return.

Also here is the cover, lot 489 from Sam Paige sale of last
week, Dec. 2nd. and described by him as #6L, pink. If it is the pink
it is worth the fee of a signature by you to that effect. What attracted
me to the cover was the date of Aug. 20 and inside date of Aug. 19, 1861.

Sincerely,

P.S. I,, the sale of Harmer Rooke Dec. 20, 1955 is lot 806 which
might ge rare.
5¢ 1856 with Clipper Ship cancel. ???
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

=TT Mr. EMMERSON C. KRUG

STREET AND NO.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

CITY AND STATE )
i

{

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whéﬂl;‘

return receipt, to whom when, and address

check which and when where delivered
delivered

POSTMARK
OR DATE

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

B

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



Dec. 12, 1955, % '

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 = 13th Ave.,, South,

Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Em:

Herewith the 3¢ 1861 cover., If Paige described this as a PINK
I would send it back if I were you. If this cost you 520,00 I see no
reason why you should pay him any such a price in view of the fact it is
not as described, No use permitting those Eastern burglars to pick your
pocket, Had this been a PINK, the Boston boys would not have permitted
you to have it, I note Paige described it as a TRUE PINK, whizh is not
a fact, I signed it on the back and there is no charge and you can leave
my memo on when you return it to him, S,U,S, 6LE is a common stamp, Luff
listed a 3¢ 1€61 used at Nashua, N,H, on Aug, 18, 1861, which was Sunday,
so maybe the actual use was the 19th - the clerk probably made a mistake
in changing the date in his stamper,

I return the P,F, letter., I suppose they mean well but that does
not excuse all the costly errors that they make,

Re = the 5¢ 1856 Océan Mail copy. Yes, it is rare on this stamp
but I have a record of several copies, I imagine this copy will bring

at leagh $850m-
I note they still use the term "Clipper Ship," How absurd.

» Regards.

Yours etec ey



3.8 CS.A
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COXNAY. BNAPS.

Jark . Molesmorth
Plilatelic Dealer and Broker

102 Beacon Street
RBoston 16, Massachusetts

December 9, 1955,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ps0. Box 31

33 N, Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your letter of December 5th., I have also
observed your note with regard to sending your letters along with
material that is sold and have always followed the practice of
merely cutting out a small portion of the letter referring to the
cover which I assumed would be covered by your approval of quoting
from the letter but dissaproval of sending the entire letter since
of course, they generally contain other personal information which
I can understand your desire not to have distributed aroundiothers.

Enclosed is a 10¢ 185€;:£at is supposedly re-cut at the bottom
but I had difficulty plating it as to a specific position and there-
tfore believe I had best get your opinion as to its authenticity.

I was very happy to hear, as I'm sure your other subscribers
will be, that you are planning on prepazing an, index to your service

this month. It will indeed be a very pleasant Christmas gift for
your subscribers, :

giih-ktnd-regards,

e—
Jack7violeswo th
7

JEM/vE
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“Sgece  RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

ke Mr. Jack E. Molesworth
STREET AND NO. ]Uz ﬁﬁiﬁi s.!iiii 1
BOSTON (i16) Mass.

CITY AND STATE
-0

&

N? 5113350

POSTMARK
OR DATE

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to who

return receipt, to whom when, and address' ~,

check which and when where delivered
delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
' 15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage
1 Either return receipt fee (optional)
\ Special-delivery fee (optional)

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

w4 If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
<and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-
‘tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

= X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Dec. 12, 1955,

Mr, Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Bewton 6, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 10¢ 1855 as per yours of the 9th, If this copy
is genuine it is 5511 but I do not have a pood reference copy at present
of this position and therefore cannot give you a definite opinion, The
guide dot at upper left is cut off, hence this check in plating is
missings Some faker is turning out recuts that are so very clever it re-
quires actual comparis@in with copies known to be genuine to be sure, There
are certain features about the recut line that appear questionable but I
cannot condemn the stamp on this evidence,

Mr, Rust is the highest authority on the 10¢ plate one, As you are
doubtless aware he has a reconstructed plate and many copies of each of the
eight recut positions,; and in addition, he has made an extensive study of
each of the Type IV stamps. It has been almost 20 years since I did any
plating of the 10¢ and to be frank, I am a bit rusty. If you wish to be
sure about this copy, the best thing I can suggest is to send it down to Mr,
Rust and ask him if this is a genuine copy of 55L1s The crook who is making
Type IV stamps is Jjust a bit too clever for me, -

Re « the handstamp that I am using, This is not directed to any
special person bubt is just a request not to use my personal letters in the
disposal of items at auction or elsewhere, Jack, can you bhame me?

WITH THE STASON'S COMPLIMENTS -

Cordially yours,



Dec, 3’ 1955,

Mr, L, G. Brookman,
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minnegpolis, Minn,

Dear Les:

Thanks for yours of the 25th, I imagine you misread my letter of
the 23rd, What I was referring to was a copy of the 5¢ 18,7 stamp, For
example a "worn plate copy." What I meant was taking such a copy and thru
a chemical process, restoring the fine lines of the design. Not only
doing this but changing the cclor to a black brown from a faded-out copy
of a red brown,

I am enclesing two color slides as follows:

A79 = 10 - a 5¢ 18,7 was cut in two pieces and the top part was
chemically treated, whereas the bottom part was not - The top part was not
only changed to a black brown color (a rare shade) but the fine lines of the
design were restored -~ note their sharpness as compared to the bottom half of
the stamp, FPlease return this slide as it is the best one I made,

o A79-13 = shows the bottom half of the stamp, This is a poor photo -
ease return, '

A79 - 19 = Here is the Marilyn Monrce slide. I think I made a very
wonderful color copy of the original - don't you? I wrote Hemry and inquired
if he would like to have one of these slides, but he got the idea I was trying
to wish some vulgar picture on him, There is nothing obscene about the poses.
It is really a very fine piece of art and color photography. The photographer
who took the picture gohwi#$00,00 for it and the buyers made half a million so the
story goes, Please accept this slide with my compliments.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,

Enclosed: e
A 79 - 10 = to be returned
A 79 e 13 - n " " ST

A 79« 19 - with my compliments,



Nov, 23 2 19554

Mr, L, Go Brookman,
Loeb Arcade,
nimwplis’ Minn,

Dear Les: |

Ee = the 5¢ 1847 so-called "worn plate"
copies, Would you think it possible to take such
an item and restore it to a "fine impression?"”

That is what anyone would call a "badly worn plate"
impression and restore the lines of the engraving
80 that the stamp would appear to be quité an
early print? Think this over and give me your re-
action,

With regards -
Cordially yours,



L. G. BROOKMAN

103 LOEB ARCADE
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

Nov., 25, 1955

DearStan:

I think T have talked to you a little in the past
about the great difference in apnearance of the early
@reek stamps that was due almost entirely to the care
with which they were printed. I now have some hoves of
getting a fine collection in which these differences
can be shown and if I do get it I will show you just
what was accomplished when careful and expert printing
followed sloopy work-=this &n the SAME plates.

I have absolutely no doubt whatsoever EZz;Iﬂhgr—"'—"/
usually are called "worn plate" impressions d have

been, and were, improved to the voint where they were
imppowed, by nroper cleaning, proper nressuee, proper
inking, so they were moderately "fine" impwressions.

These are the so-called "Plate 2" stamps that appeared
with moderately fine impressions in 1850. I do imagine
that by the end of the run of the 5¢ 'L47's we were

getting considerable wear for some of the late impressions
certainly were very poor.

I do not see how any cleaning could RESTORE the
lines of engraving but this process could of course could
remove from the plate anyand all extraneous material that
could result in poor imﬁgessions. This can result in the
lines orinting finer despite the fact that at first blush
this seems impossible. dJust wait until I can show you
the Greek stamps and you will really see what I mean.

Had a very fine time down in Havana and then flew to
New York and then home, Now much work to do. Have been
buying a lot of stamps and exvect two good lots to break
in the next few days.

Sincere regards,

R.D.P.

No

0>

T
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STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. O. BOX 31
33 NORTH FT. THOMAS AVENUE
FORT THOMAS, KY.

Nove 18, 1955,

Mr, L, G. Brookman,
121 Loeb Arcade, '\%c.ﬁ

Minneapolis, Minn, EG ,‘é

Perhaps you have heard of the calendar%of
Marilyn Monroe - a very beautiful bit of art
photography. I borrowed a print and made a color
slide which is cguite beautiful, If you would
like to have one let me know.

With best wishes -

}m‘f

/M /L’//W/ v Mpte. Wt %//’7? Z
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Nov, 18, 1955.

Mr, L, G, Broolkman,
121 Loeb Arcade,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear

Perhaps you have heard of the calendar of
Marilyn Monroe - a very beautiful bit of art
photography. I borrowed a print and made a color
slide which is quite beautiful, If you would
like to have one let me know,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



MARCHANT

CALCULATORS, INC.
MEMO FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER
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Dﬁc. 5’ 1955.

Mre Edgar B, Jessup,
M75 Powell St. P
Oakl&nd 8’ Califo

Dear Ed:

Your note of the 2nd arrived after mine of yesterday was mailed. I note
your further comments of the Adams covers I suppose the boys down East were afraid
of the cover = surely it was offered to Doc Hertz, Lehman said he was convinced
it is gemiine., I do not know why it couldn't be, By 1854 I suppose 25¢ per letter
was enough for Adams to charge to carry from some mining town to S4F, Do you not
agree? Ed, tell me this - Suppose the cover is genuine, do you not think such a
rarity is worth $125, 00? Lehman told me I could have it for $100,00, so I offered
it to a good prospect © $125,00, Fair enough? And well worth the price if genuine.
If he returns it, do you mind if I send it to Dr. Polland?

Re « Lot #97 in the Caspary sale. I have nﬁwr run across any cover that
was treated in the manner you sugge vize, that a stamp was placed on a paid
letter as a receipt, FEd, please tak word that such a thing was never done, If
anyone at that sale expressed &n adverse opinion on that cover, I am of the opinion

they did not know what they were talking about - simply a case of W

such as was displayed by the _@_fﬂ%gg on the P,F, Expert Comnmittee, Now I
have never seen the Caspary cover Lot 797 = only the illustration in the Harmer cata-
logue, What I believe happened is this - Somebody mailed a letter from Albany and
addressed it to New York, knowing full well that the New York Office would recognize
the stamp and not collect postage from the addressee, The Albany P,0, did not cancel
the stamp = Why should they do such a thing? It meant no more to them than a tobacco
tage OSo they rated the letter as with 5¢ dues Note their "5," How could

they do otherwise? They had received no pay whatsoever. When the letter reached

New York, they W it on face as paid, The 5¢ stamp was the receipt for the
payment, The stamp was uncanceled so they hit it again with the N,Y.PAID with two
strikess This, to prevent the addressee from using the stamp over again, Why should
the New York Oi’fice have applied a stamp to an unpaid letter and when the addressee
paid the 5¢ to have them stamp it as paid, This sort of & thing sounds just too

damn silly to even discuss. OSuch things were not done, Bear in mind Albany forwarded
the letter as unpaid - Due 5, New York jtad received 5¢ for the stamp, There it was
on the letter, so they had received payment in advance and did not have to collect it,
from the addressee. FP.R, sure got a big bargain in this cover IN MY OPINION thanks
to the ignorance of those in attendance,

I note Dr. Pollack was expected for dinner and thé evening, I sure would
have loved to be present,

With all good wishes =
Cordially yours,
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I note by your letter of December 4, just arrived, that you
really believe the Adams adhesive and the cover belong
together. You even go on to say that maybe it was used as
early as September when the announcement I gave you was
the date of the very first introduction of the adhesives to
the Adams system.

All through your letter you still refer to the cover itself.
That, of course, is genuine. They all are. In all Western
Frank fakes, I have yet to see a fake cover -- the only false
part is what some fellow has tried to add to it. They always
take an original genuinely used cover to make the deception
more deceiving, as they apparently have in this instance.

Usually these adhesives are put on to covers that do have
some manuscript reference to Adams, as in this case. I
have seen them even in May, June and July. They reached
for the stamp to cancel it, no matter what corner of the
envelope it was on -- and of course the November 1 date

is better being within the legitimate period than is any date
outside of that period, unless one wants to sort of kid himself
a bit. Yes, I agree with you it looks genuine and it does have
aging which faking could not give it, but of course they could
easily have aged separately and individually -- that is the
stamp and the cover -- and therefore you would have the age
you speak of.

However, I do want to say that I am not one to argue over
these things because I have seen so many otherwise decent
fellows just carrying swords and guns for each other because

of their differences in opinion about fakes and genuine items,
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Page Two
December 8, 1955

and so I just resign myself to the expression "I would not put
it in my collection. " Anybody else could do anything with it
they wanted to do. In fact I have told the Expert Committee
that very same thing on many occasions and with regard to
something I knew definitely to be a fake, and they overroad
it. It did not disturb me in the least for I have concluded
my sociological commitment in the hobby when I express my
opinion -- but after all it is only that.

You speak of our nice Saturday and say it is too bad I do not
come more often. Do you know that the plane I took from

your place, about 11 a. m., put me home at 5 p. m. in the
evening? Isn't that something? After all, Stanley, we

do not live very far apart. Qur old method of transportation
here was either on foot or horseback and we could only go
about fifteen or twenty miles within that space of time. Aren't
things developing and with this new accommodation I do hope
to see you folks more often, because there is not a single
place I ever visit that I enjoy more.

You are as supreme at philately as Mildred is at kitchen
mechanics, and where can one ever run into such a rare
combination, and who is it who would ever wish for more?
A feast for the philatelic eye and a feast for the palate --
and both of the highest order.

I fully agree with Jack Dick and would not accept the cover

(in fact I did not) after all you have stated about it. You know
often those things get tagged wrong, and it is just about as
bad as being wrong, particularly if the tag is hung on by so
eminent an authority. I feel quite certain Dick feels the cover
is genuine but its reputation is bad and he therefore should
not put so much money into it. I fully concur, for as I told
him, that was the basis for my decision.

Now for the transparent slides. They are simply wonderful,
aren't they? There are eleven there, and if my memory
serves me right they are $1. 50 each -- so I am enclosing a
check for that. If that is not right, let me know. They are
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December 18, 1955

all perfect and unless you destroyed some that means you
are batting 1000% in a very delicate and technical art. I
never show my collection as you know, so I might take
some of these slides down to the Philatelic Research Society
here. It is a very fine organization with a good library

and an enthusiastic group, as most of them are in the
beginning. I hope it lasts, for it is deserving of long life
and sympathetic reward for men who are working hard

on its Board of Governors.

Yes I do have a beautiful copy of 99R2 perforated. It is
the finest I ever saw, but I do not have it on cover. I have
three wide margined imperfs off cover and one on cover.
That is the extent of my 99R2, but I could not use the one
to which you refer for obvious reasons.

"I am terribly sorry about the rumors going around New York.
I have no sympathy for the two people to whom you refer but
that is bad for philately. It intimidates men who might
otherwise stake their interest in the hobby or its material.

I do not see how Colson could be accused in any way, for

I do not think he even had access to it. Are those two

chummy. Everyone Down East seems to put implicit

faith in Sloane's integrity, even though they may be sympathetic
with your feelings otherwise. I have never heard you attack
his integrity, but anyway we always take quite a chance on
leaving a collection like that to strangers when we are gone

and cannot protect our interests or those of our own people

who may, unfortunately, be somewhat ignorant of the whole
project.

I am having a Board Meeting tomorrow and staying late in
the office tonight so am burdening my secretary I am afraid,
but she is very willing. I did want to answer your letters but
when we get to visiting on this dictaphone there seems to be
no limit., I have a busy day tomorrow and the rest of the
week -- and the holidays are upon us -- and everything is
going at high speed.

I just cannot close without mentioning how much I enjoyed
the hospitality at Fort Thomas and hope to return again soon,
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Bric™
but I am not going to New York in January. Walter Budd
comes to the Athens Club in Oakland with that '47, '51
and '67 material and I am gathering together all of the
serious collectors in this area for a big evening there.
Wish you were along for there are a lot of fine '61's
and '57's there that you know a lot about.

With every good wish for a big Holiday Season for both
you and Mildred - and Stan Jr. as well, I remain,

Cordially yours
T
Edgar B. Jessup

President and
General Manager
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Dec, 12, 1955,

Mr., Edgar B. Jessup,
% MARCHANT
1[.;75 PO'\"Qll St. F)
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Idgar:

Thanks very much for the two boxes of wire staples, That little stapler is
sure 2 very handy thing and I am getting quite a bit of pleasure out of it, Do
you remember how Bill VWest loved any kind of a padget and do you recall his box
of such things?

%for the California magazine which I will read with much interest
and learn somet about the wine industry,

MM for return of the binder with microfilmed copies from the Hendley
book =~ Confederate rations C e Did you enjoy the account? It was a

shame that they hung young Kennedy., Fither told me that Uncle John never would dis-
cuss his New York experience, Perhaps he was carrying out a duty for which he had

no liling.
Also Ed, thanks for your check for the slides ($17.50).

Now for your letter of the &th and the Adams Ixpress cover, Ed, I would not
question your opinion on this particular cover or any other estern. You have fore
gotten more than I will ever know about Ixpress covers and !/estern Franks. I cer-
tainly do not want you to think I was disputing your opinion. If the cover is genuine
then of course the use had to be 1854, If the Adams stamp was never issued before
October 1854 then of course it was not used on this cover, However, if that October
date is in error then I think the cover could be goods, The way the stamp is placed
and the notation beside it led me to believe the stamp was applied first and then the
notation was written in the corner, I figured the notation was not written first,

A1l conjecture but a bit more conslusive than if someone had just placed a stamp on a
stampless cover, Of coursé I never questioned for a moment that the cover itself was
not 100% okay., I believe you wrote in a former letter that you thought the cover could
be good, I thought you meant "eould be good with the Adams stamp," Herewith I am en-
'cToaing a photo of the cover with my compliments., With the print I enclose a memo to
go with the print in my files for future reference, Who besides yourself would have
reliable data on the date of issue of the Adams stamp?

Yes Ed, we did have a nice day and Mildred appreciated your complimentary ree
marks about the food,

Again re - the Armitage cover. I will have more about this in my January
Service accompanied by a photo print of a cover to Calcutta at the same period with
the single 21¢ rate,

Re = ¢« Tomorrow is the day the Caspary sale is to be shown in S,F, =
His block with 99R2 perf is amazing btut he did not have a single on cover or a used
single., He should have,
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I note you are giving quite a party tomorrow and you can well imagine how
much I would like to be present. You better change your mind and fly down for
the sales

WITH BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON =

Cordially yours,



ERNST MULLER - BRIEFMARKEN - BASEL

Aeschenhof Telephon (061) 2227 23 Postkonto V 4197 Telegramm: Philatelie
Gegriindet 1922
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas /Ky/ USA.
Be Betrifft: Expertising. Basel, den November 24, 1955 R.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook,

Your address was given to us by our American friends and they told us
that you are an Expert for US stamps especially ceclassics. We would be ex~
tremely obliged if you could give us some information if you are still in
the line and if you would be willing to expertise some items which we intend
to submit to you for examingtion. By the way do you examine only United
States of America or also Latin America?

If you are not prepared to help us, would you kindly let us know the
address of one or two other renowned experts for american countries.

Thanking you in advance for you reply, and apologising for troubling
you, we are, dear Mr. Ashbrook,

/' Vepy sincerely yours

/ / ppa. Ernest Muller
/ /4,,/// e

“\/

Enecl. Return postage
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Dec. 5’ 1955.

Mr. Ernest Muller,
Briefmarken :
Aeschenvorstadt 21
Basel, Switzerland.

Dear Mr, Muller:
I am in receipt of yours of the 24th of November,

In reply to your queries,s I do not attempt to express opinions
on any items except early U, S. = stampless from 1790 to 1847, and
stamps and covers to 1890 - Also Confederate Statesy but no Postmaster
Provisionals, I have been engaged in this class of research work since .
1915, I specialize in the U,S, Issues of 18,7, 1851, 1857, 1860 and 1861
1869 and the Bank Note Issues of 1870, I make a specialty of U.S. foreign
rate covers, that is, early U, S, used to foreign nations, As you are
aware, so much of this kind of material is faked in Europe, especially in
Paris,

My usual fee is £5,00 per cover but in the case of items of a higher
value than $200,00 I charge higher fees,

I also issue a monthly Service Letter to a small group of personal
friends for which I charge $100,00 per annum, I am sending you a copy by
steamer mail, This contains some data on the Caspary sale in New York last
month,

With the Compliments of the Season =

Sincerely yours,
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Yesterday the block of 3¢ 1861 from the Waterhouse collection
and other material was checked,and examined by the violet ray, by
Bernard Harmer, Herbert Block and myself.

We arrived at a conclusion that fluorescence by the violet
ray did not render conclusive proof that a stamp was or-was notf =
true pink - either Scott #64, or & "pigeoy blood,

block
, I agreed to a statement that altho the Vatergouse,would not
be considered as representing the most desirable pink color, it
was Within reasonable limits of tolerance for #64 pink.

The evidence by the violet ray agreed with conclusion® arrived
et by Bill Beck and myseli years ago, but I believe many more 3c
stamps were examined yésterday than were examined under the violet
ray by LBeck and myself.

One lot consisted of 171 stemps believed to be "early birds"
printed not later than 1861. Many of these were on covers dated
from August to December oif that year, and others were off cover
copies with "1861" postmarks. I suppose this lot represented as
complete range of 1861 colors as it would be possible to obtain.

In addition, another lot of selcted study material containing
582 copies - mostly off cover - was examined, covering the period
1861-1868. Probably more than thiry of these were 1861 "early
bitds." The total of early birds exceeded 200 and may have been

SOL . i el

From what I have been told it seems doubtful if chemiceal action
occurs between pigments, and/or between pigments and the vehicle
(oil or oils) and the dryer(s). Different proportions of the vehicle
and dryer would affect the tint of the stamps rather than the hue.
That is, the effect would be to make the stamps paler, or deeper or
darker, rather than more red or more violet.

Hence, whether & stamp was more or less intense, or paler etc.
could depend upon the vehicle and the dryer, either or both, but
whether or not it was pink would depend upon the constituent of the
pigment. If this presentation is correct, the pigment contained
something that made it appear "pink" to the human eye.

Assuming the "pink" in the pigment produced a certain fluores-
cence under the violet rayg, Tﬁe intensity of the fluorescence
could depend upon the proportion of the "pink" constituent in the
pigment, without any change in the vehicle or dryer. But a change
in elther vehicle or dryer at the same time might also aifect the
intensity of the "pink."

The examination yesterday apparently revealed the pink pigment

in_stamps which would notimatch "pigeon bloods" and in other stamps
which, in my opinion, no informed student would class as #64 pink.
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On the other hand, many "early birds" more or less pinkish to
the eye, and which I supppose would ratevas "rose pink", showed no
evidence of the pink pigment. In my opinion this merely proves
or rather confirms what has been known for a long time, viz; that
some colors can be more or less closely matched by pigments which
are quite different chemically. They could appear practically
identicalito the human eye, but might not under the violet ray.

It seems to me that what is needed is a standard for pink,
and 1limits of tolerance, which are so reasonable, (i.e. workable)
that they will be generally accepted. Harmer and Block seemed to
agree.

If a collector is shown a range of 3¢ from the most intense
pigeon blood to the color which has been decided upon as the limit
of tolerance for pink #64, and finds that his stamp agrees some-
where in that range, I think he will be sagisfied. His only legi-
timate squawk would occur if his stamp was Just outside the limit
of tolerance. That criticism could not be avoided because it could
be made no matter where the limit of tolerance was set.

I think the collector - or dealer - should be satisfied, and
probably will be s&tisfied, that his stamp is or is not pink, ac-
cording to whether his stampg does or does not come within the limits
of tolerance, if he has confidence that the limits of tolerance
are reasonable.

sut his decision will always be from what he sees with his own
eyes, or with the eyes of those in whom he has confidence, and not
with the kind of fluorescence which the violet ray havpens to pro-
duce.

In the abpve the results as stated are factual. But the remainder
is necessarily a presentation of ideas to show whet might be cau-
ses of what happened, with no desire to assert that any idea or
assumption is, or pretends to be, an account of what did happen.
If and when the facts are determined they may or may not agree with
any statement or suggestion presented here. The statements are
merely a reasonable interpretation of the facts which are known to
me now.

As ever, _

/:./, i
oy 774
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/,d"”Tﬁe "COPY" of your opinioﬂwoﬂ thé écwiéél”"pink" blockurrbm Ty
. the Vaterhouse sale arrived just as I was gettimg ready to leave \

for Washington. It was read on the way. I agree with much of it )5
fA\but prefer to withhold judgement on part of it because I have seen }
-

the block recently and began some tests which cannol be finished
before next month. ﬁfgf

s you know, one'!s color perception changes with age and the
block looked so different to me as I recalled it in 1831 that at Y
first I could hardly believe it was the same block I bought in tii#’j

Hind sale. 1If the expression is permissible I would say the block
looks much pinker now than it did fourteen years ago.

Bill Beck passed on too soon. I believe he was very close to
determining what makes the pink stamps pink. However, he had de-
veloped a 1limit of tolerance which we believed to be workable.

His son sent me his material when he returned some of mine which
Bill had been studying for several years. This material was laid
aside and I nave not looked at it recently. R

e
eI e
= - RS "i:»,

> Except for a pinky color which came about two years later and
has been called the "186J pink," all the pink or rosy pink varia-
tions, and some stemps without a tinge of pink, are ifound used in
the latef summer and fall of 1861, with an occasional "hangover"

for some months later.

( : If the printing ink remained unchenged during this period the
olor veriations could be ascribed to natural aging and similar
causes, but all the stamps would have been approximately the same

color, either pink, pinkish, or what is called rose, when printed. &
TS TSt daTken The color began as early és'Séptémbér 10,

1861 but I have not noted the "carmine" 3c before November or De-
cember. This darker color is quite con sistent thru much of 1862 -
so consistent in fact, that I do not believe all the "early birds"
of August-November 1861 were printed in the same imkx pink, pinkish
or rosy ink.

Stamp inks usually conteined coloring matter (one or more pig-
ments mixed to obtain the desired shade) a vehicle (one or more
oils to carry the pigment),, and one or more dryers to make the
ink set quickly after printing. I do not understand that chemical
action is apt to take place between these substances which would
aifect the color, and it seems doubtful if the proportion of ve-
hicle and/or dryer would be changed much, or at all, merely be-
cause the pigment content was being darkened.

It seems to be a reasonable conclusion therefore, that the color
variations in the oc stamps of 1861 were the result of changes in
the pigment and natural aging. Hence, if the pigments could be

identified, and the stamps in which they were used, I think we
would be less dependent upon human vision to determine limits of
- tolerance. As it is now, I would say we don't know whether or not
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the "early birds" were all pigeon bloods, or #64 pinksg, or rose’i.
pink, or rose when they came off the press. All the color varia-
tions (except one?) may be due to atmospheric or other changes
which were not intentional. More than thirty years,I worked with
a chemist-collector who tried to determine if the rqsy Sc 1861
could be changed to pink. The conclusion was that such a change

was impossible.

I believe the facts show that the 5c buffs were a less-than-
successful attempt to preduce the desired color - brown; similarly
that the steel blue 24c was an unsuccessiul attempt to produce the
desired violet color, and the pigment was changed to obtain the
violet (which was issued first), and the later so-called "lilac"
and gray lilac colors.

This may seem like beating around a bush. "hat I wish to show
is that something better than mere opinion would help a lot. Sup-
pose you and I do agree on certain tolerances for pigeon blood,
for #64 pink, or for anything else, it would not amount to & hoo-
rah unless many others could be induced to accept them. But il we
could say this stamp is PINK because it contains a pigment which
makes it look pink, our position would be based on fact, and a dif-
ferent opinion would be challenging a fact.

The part of the Stewenson collection which I bought around 1916
contagned a 3¢ 1861 which he called his best pink. I may still
have it. All you have to do is glance at it and you will know that
either he was somewhat color blind or else he had never seen either
#64 or a pigeon blood.

As ever, —

Sty

P.S. = I don't know when the term "pigeon blood" started, but it
was before my time. It was known that there were 4c¢c 1861 in a
distinctive color which were scarce and were desirable enough to
command a substantial price. oComeone called them "pigeon blood"
and I am inclined to believe that the term then included all the
stamps which are now classed as "pigeon blood" or #64 to disting-
uish them from the comparatively common pinkish or rosy pink
varieties.

From the dates of use of Stevenson's "pastel scarlet" it seems

probable that it was the result of an attempt to darken the color
by using a different pigment, and quite possibly was the last such
attempt before the "carmine" color was auopted.



Dec, 6, 1955,

Mr, Elliott Perry,
P, Oy Box 333,
Wes‘bfield, NOJ.

Elliott:
I sincerely appreciate the time and effort expended in your two

letters of the 25th of October and November 22nd, Thanks very much,
I have carefully noted both,

The whole controversy boils down to this point - Is the Waterjuse
. bloek a PINK? I say emphatically that it iss The Expert Committee of the
Philatelic Foundation issued a certificate stating it is not the No, 6L, the

PINKe In reply, I say that such a statement is absclutely wrong and in
error and arrived at by people who wouldn't know a PINK if they saw ones

It is not & question whether the block is a Pigeon Blood or not, No
one has claimed it is, so why should that question be raised or even considered?
Further, whether it is a fine pink or a poor pink or a faded pink is a matter
of conditions I never claimed it was a fine pink amd neither did you but re-
gardless of condition it is PTNK, and it has been a EINK ever since it was ac-
quirgd by Luff in 1890, ,

You don't need 2 quartz lamp to tell a PINK when you see one and I know
darn well that I wouldn't waste time with such foolishness. If after all the
years of study that I have put in on the 3¢ 1861l colors, if I don't know a PINK,
then I will never know one. Who besides yourself is better aware of the study
you and I have made of the 3¢ 161 Pigeon and PINK? My reference coples date
back to 1916, Elliott I do not know what more that I can state on the subject.

The certificate issued by the Copmittee should be recalled and canceled,
and a lot more they have issued in recent months should be treated in the same
manner, They are making a foke of serious philatelie rescarch werk in which
you and I have devoted so many years of darn hard work with little to show for
it in our advanced years.

I do wish you and yours A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON,

Very bincerely,
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Dec. 6, 1955,

Mr, L. G, Brookman,
103 Loeb Arcade,
5th & Hennepin,
Minneapolis 3, Minn,

Dear Les:

Thanks very much for yours of the 2nd with return of the 1l¢ 1857 -~
e« The mails are sure getting slow, Although yow letter was mailed
last Saturday, the 3r# - Air Special Delivery - it did not reach me until
this morning about 10:30 A,M, (Tuesday). Such service is sure lousy.
Where do you suppose this was all that time? Could it be that the weather
was so bad it was sent by rail?

At any rate, I am very grateful to you for your comments on the
stamp, Had you stated that the stamp had been reperfed down the left side
I would have agreed with you but I suppose those perfs are okay., Les, the
main identifying feature of the 99R2 is the big double transfer clear down
the right side. Regardless of the fact that this line of perfs is a bit
queer I cannot believe that anyone would reperf this side of the stamp, Of
course, there is always the possibility that a faker might try to convert an
imperf 99R2 into a perf copy but I doubt that anyone would be so foolish, We
do find imperf copies of the Type IV with fake perfs but here we have the
conversion of a cheap(?) stamp into one that has a much higher catalogue value,

Again thanks for your good letter and whenever I can return the favor
phease let me know.

I note that you bought a"big lot" recemtly and have been extra busy
with it, Fine = more power to you.

How is all the family? Mildred joins me in the best to Helen and you,
With best wishes for A HAPFY HOLIDAY SEASON -

Cordially yours,
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Dece 7’ 1955.

My, C, C. Hart,
Suite 1020, 1922 Walnut St.,
Kansas City 6, Mo,

Dear Mr, Hart:

Herewith the 10¢ 1847 cover with the encircled green "WAY.," In
my opinion, this cover is fraudulent, the 10¢ 1847 stamp was not used
on this cover. I believe that this folded letter was originally a
stampless that was forwarded Free from Brooklyn to Massachusetts, Some
faker cleaned .he pen marks from a 10¢ 18,7 and attached the stamp to
this cover with the fake green WAY,

This letter is date-lined inside "Brooklyn Nov, 24th, 1847," also
"Wednesday afternoon." In 18,7 Nov, 24th did occur on Wednesday, so the
year of use is correct, A "Way" marking on this letter does not make sense,
becauze a VWay letter was one that was picked up by a Route Mail Carrier
enroute to a post office and deposited in the next P,0, on his route,
There was a fee of 1¢ for such services, There is no evidence of a Vay Fee
on this letter, The letter was sent Free because it is addressed to a
postmaster, hence no rate mark, Further, this date was November 18,7, and
in my opinion, the stamp is a late impression, much too late to have been
used that early, And in addition the stamp shows evidence that it was
cleaned, ‘

I seem to remember that I haﬁs seen this fake Way on another cover
but I have not been able to locate my photograph or a record of it,

Wilmington, Del, used an encircled "WAY" somewhat similar but %m
a smaller size and different type, Perhaps this was copied from that -
ings I will forward a photograph later,

WITH THE SEASON'S COMPLIMENTS

Cordially yours,









—— H-R-HARMER, Inc.

s e as INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS HamMERSAt Sl MENEIORK
ABPRAISALS FOR SALE, 6 WEST 48TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
REQEATES INSURANGE RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

NEW YORK 36, N.Y.
DIRECTORS
H R.HARMER B.D.HARMER AUCTIONEERS OF THE

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

F.T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT"COLLECTION

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 5th
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue December
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1955

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing lot 577 of the second Caspary sale on which I would very
much appreciate your opinion.

A stamped self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience.
Very truly yours,

H. R. HARMER, INC.

Fhara—

Dir or

BEReE . Rl wablzéukuu&mm%@téswf

Enclosures

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+« + +« =+« + EMPLOYEES BONDED



Dec, 95 1955,

Mr, Bernard Hamr.
x He Rs am, Im.’
6 West L8th St.,
New York 36’ HoT,

Dear Bermard:

Herewith the Caspary 12¢ 1851 bisect cover, I am pleased to report that
this cover is unquestionably genuine in every way, as I will explain,

F « You were wrong on the rate = The ratk from California or Oregon
to Great from July 1, 1851 to July 1, 1863 was 29¢, not 6¢ plus 24¢, at
any time,

%-Ml«t&wmmm&nh&mﬂwwmemmﬂvm
Panama to ork on Tuesday, August 16, 1853, The mail steamer was the S, S,

= Why the use of a ? Early in Mugust of 1853 the San Fran-
ciseo office ran out of a supply stamps, (3¢ 1851), hence that office sold
diagonal halves of the 12¢ 1851 to the public to pay the 6¢ rate (prepaid) to the
Atlantic States. This shortage lasted for about a month, Practically all of the
12¢ 1851 bisect covers in €ollections show uses from San Franciseo on Aug, 16,

Sep, 1 and Sep, 16 - 1853,

it this time there was no P.0,D, m&;ﬁm forbidding the use of halves
or even quarters of adhesive postage stamps, but in the following November (1853); =
the postmaster general issued an order forbidding recognition of such mutilated
adhesives or uncanceled stamps cut from stamped envelopes.

= This Jetter reached New York on Monday Sep, 12, 1853, It was
there rated handstamped "19," the credit to the British ",0,0, It was then
sent up to Boston to go by the sailing on a Cunard Mail ship on VWednesday, Sep,
L, 18;32,‘ fgrss Liverpcol Via Halifax, It rcached Liverpool, (as handstamped) on
Sep. 25th, 3e

R by T s

Further, you may be interested in a bit of data regarding the ship which
carried this letter to Panama, the S, ¥ o "This was the first trip
of this vessel for the Pacific Mail, ©She been operated between San Francisco
and Panama for about a year by an independent line, first seemingly called the
'Telegraph Line' (Alta, Apr. 30, 1852), and later called the 'New York and San
Franeisco Line' (Alta, June 16, 1852 and later), It was sometimes referred to as
'Babcock's Independent Line' (Alta, Mar, 6, 1853), The line also operated the
Cortes on the Pacifiec and the United States on the Atlantic, The company ceased
business in the summer of 1853, the Vinfield Scott passing into the Pacific Mail
fleet and the Cortes being acquired by the Nicaragua Line," (unguote)

And £inally- You will note that the San Franedsco postmark is a bit indise



#2 = lir, Bernard Harmer = Dee, 95 1955,

tinct, I have photographs of other covers showing the same thing, which I judge
was due to a try ink pad, However my recofds show that this same stamper was '
used on the Eastern mail of Aug, 16 and the impression on the Caspery cover is a
M“tﬁtdlo :

R e

Idomtrmllnodngwpdimmerto&eat&ita&nmﬁﬂthmo
Mrauﬁgastﬁpuithsmiroftholm 151 and a bisect, so it is quite
possible mum‘umqm.

I have signed the cover on the back,

WITH HOLIDAY GREETINGS - .
Cordially yours,



./. La

Dece 95 1955.

Mr, Bernard Harmer,
% He Re Harmer, Inc.,
6 Vest 48th St.,
New York 36’ N1,

Dear Bernard:

Herewith the Caspary 12¢ 1851 bisect cover. I am pleased to report that
this cover is unquestionably genuine in every way, as I will explain,

ﬂ?& = You were wrong on the rate - The rath from California or Oregon
to Great Britain from July 1, 1851 to July 1, 1863 was 29¢, not 6¢ plus 24¢, at
any time, : :

_SM - This letter was sent from San Franeiseo by the Ocean Mail Via
Panama to New York on Tuesday, August 16, 1853, The mail steamer was the S, S,

linfield Seobi,

= Why the use of a ? Early in August of 1853 the San Fran-
cisco office ran out of a supply ¢ stampsy; (3¢ 1851), hence that office sold
diagonal halves of the 12¢ 1851 to the public to pay the 6¢ rate (prepaid) to the
Atlantic States. This shortage lasted for about a month, Practically all of the
12¢ 1851 bisect covers in €ollections show uses from San Francisco on Aug, 16,

Sep, 1 and Sep. 16 - 1853,

At this time there was no P,0,D, mﬁm forbidding the use of halves
or even quarters of adhesive postage stamps, but in the following November (1853), .
the postmaster general issued an order forbidding recognition of such mutilated
adhesives or uncanceled stamps cut from stamped envelopes.

F = This Je tter reached New York on Monday %ﬁ_& 1853, It was
there and handstamped "19," the credit to the British I',0,D, It was themn
sent up to Boston to go by the sailing on a Cunard Mail ship on Wednesday, Sep,
14, 1853, for Liverpool Via Halifax, It rcached Liverpool, (as handstamped) on
Sep. 25th, 1853,

kL g el i

Further, you may be interested in a bit of data regerding the ship which
carried this letter to Panama, the S, S, Winfield Seott., "This was the first trip
of this vessel for the Pacific Mail, She had been operated between San Franeisco
and Panama for about a year by an independent line, first seemingly called the
'Telegraph Line' (Alta, Apr. 30, 1852), and later called the 'New York and San
Franeisco Line' (Alta, June 16, 1852 and later), It wos sometimes referred to as
'‘Babcock's Independent Line! (Alta, Mar, 6, 1853), The line also operated the
Cortes on the Pacific and the United States on the Atlantic, The company ceased
business in the summer of 1853, the Winfield Scott passing inte the Pacific Mail
fleet and the Cortes being acquired by the Nicaragua Line," (unquote)

JAnd finally- You will note that the San Franebsco postmark is a bit indise



42 « Mr, Bernard Harmer - Dec, 9, 1955.

tinct, I have photographs of other covers showing the same thing, which I judge
was due to a try ink pad, However my records show that this came stamper was
used on the Eastern mail of Aug, 16 and the impression on the Caspary cover is a

UL

I do not recall seeing any prefious cover to Great Britain paid with the
29¢ ratemta strip with a pair of the 12¢ '51 and a bisect, so it is quite
possible this cover is unique.

I have signed the cover on the back.

WITH HOLIDAY GREETINGS -

Cordially yoursy
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Dec. 9) 1955.

Mr, Howard Lehman,
119 West 71lst St.,
Hew York 23’ N.Y.

Dear Howard:

Herewith the 5¢ Providence cover, Fx=-Sabin,
I see no reason Lo question this , hence in my opinion,
the cover is genuine, I believe that lr. Sabin ascured
me last spring that it came from an original find made
in Troye Of course it would be more convincing if the
"PAID" was plainer and a better tie to cover, and in
addition, if it had the pencancelation - a check mark that
was generally used, I have signed it on the back or you.
I have made a regular photograph for you and will forward
five prints later,

Thanks for your check for 5$5.00 which covers all
charges, My friend is still considering the Adams cover
and I will report as soon as I hear from him,

WITH HOLIDAY GREETIHGS

Cordially yoursy



DCQ" ‘b’ 19550

M, Hmrd Lehman,
New York, N.Y,

.D'ear‘Hwardt

Referring to our phone conversation this afternoon re - the
.+ wwn Sabin Providence cover. I found that I made a color slide of the
~ cover but no black and white, I have been unable so far to lay hands
. on the correspondence that I had with Sabin as I have it filed in the
basement, Therefore, I suggest that you send the cover to me and I
 will make black and white photos for you, The charge for 3 prints will
- only be 2,50, Color slides will cost you $1,50 each, If you wish to
. see some fine dolor copy work, ask John to show you the eolor copy I
- made qf t.he Marilyn Monroe calendar.

1 I note that the Sabin cover has the stamp Just barely tied by

i thd faint red of "1D" of Paid and that the is placed on the cover

- 80 as to miss the crease. This could be good, I supposey but how could _

~ anyone, no matter how good they are on the Providence state with any"

: um«r that this cover is genuine in every respect? I believe the umit :

! goig-"w* Iwouldaumetoomnchto go

I find that I made only one slide = this tor ny record of corrsspondencc
‘w.tth Sabin, Send an my lettors and save me a trip to the basement to look
‘up copies.

With rcgaraa - bR




MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham,5,Alabama.
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1955.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Kye.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I received the check from John with your note. Well, I thank
you and somehow will repay you in another way.

I answered the FIPEX as per the enclosed which I wish you would
return to me when you have read same and commented to me.

I hate to bother you when I know you : are as busy as you are with
the Bulletin Service for the month. This cover came from Sam Paige today as
you can see from his letter. I sure want this cover expertized for I think the
2L in magenta Pen is sure different from other covers I have to the same addressee
from New York to this same Augustine Heard at Shanghai. I mean the amount-"24",
Also do you think the grids on the three stamps are the same color? And the
same design?

- e
I wrote you about this other cover, the Chicago 5¢ 1847. I wrote
Cole just in fun that I wanted $250 for it and what do you think? He wrote back
today to send it up that he might sell it. I mean $250 net to me. Well, I do
not intend to sell it. I want to buy nice covers. But I do want it expertized by
you. That is that the 5¢ grew on The cover. I think you saw it when I bought it

back in 1952. But I'd now like it signed if 0.K., since it is in the $250 class.

I enclose also 7 envelopes, covers 1 know nothing about. Will
you give them a going over and tell me what they are worth and if good enough
for me to retain. These came out of a dealer's stock I told you about formerly
at Cincinnati around the turn of the century I would guess.

Since;g&y,

N

Enclosed:

Cover from Paige $150.00
Cover my collection

5¢ 1847 35.00

Seven envelopes 2272227

—
~

P.S. In‘the case of_}higggyelopes you can just make notes on the cards
VZJA




Sunday night « Nov. 6, 1955,

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3“0$ - 13th Ave.,; South,
Birmingham, Ala,

the items

and I am guite

7t was originally
f appears Onay.
have known this
eturm it to hinl,

pfrfo~t?" okay = the rate was "V

rerything about :Fis cover is okay. Via Amer, Pkt.-
3 ~ - -r A’ 2 - N
ctey = ‘ut of NeYs on Oect, 13, 1860, This should have

and I looked un Oct. ~3 - It was Saturday in 1860, I
pose you intend to send it back, Note the 30¢ stamp - It

Among the emtires the only one that might have some value is the Atchison
3

Awain re - the Heard cover « I do not umisual to see the credit in
Mamuseript and in a wine or magenta color, ink, when such were sent from New York,
Note uho un~k camp of Oct, 13. I see noresason to question the red prids - They
are typiecal r York at that period - A year later New York (in the foreign
department) they used a heavier ringless grid,

Em; I do not recall a former Cincinnati dealer by the name of Witt. He
mist have been a B,R.D, with a down towm address.

I have g head cold developing and I feel rather punk,

Best to Dorsey and you,

(no fee on any above)



N? 511336

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENTTO
Samuel CD P@Iqe

STREET AND NO.

N5 F}romheld ét— /%

Hoajon (8) Mpss [

POSTMARK
OR DATE

Apr. 1955

‘ [ 1 -
;Y"\ —
If you want a 7¢ showa 31¢ shows to wh
return receipt, to whom when, and addreuoy N\
check which and when where delivered PR L
delivered f :? St
N
POD Form 3800 ot



i

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




octlo 15’ 1955.

¥r, Samuel C, Paige,
45 Bromfield St.,
Boston &, Mass,.

Dear Mr, Paige:

I am today in receipt of yours of the 12th enclosing the

cover pestmarked Chicayo, Ill, In my opinion, this was a
forwarded as PAID, to which soreone added the

5¢ 18,7 stamp which has a faint red grid, The color of this
grid is an entirely different red than the other three genuine
strikes on the cover, In facty there is not cne bit of evi-
dence that the 5¢ stamp was used on t!is cover, The place the
stamp occupies on the face of the F,L, would lead one to sus~
pect it was placed there after the markings had been applied,
Incidentally I have quite a record of covers used from Chicago
with 1847 stamps and I note that on covers with the stamps it
was not the custom to also handstamp the letter with the PAID,
It seems to me that it is so obvious that the stamp was no
.used on this cover that I am not charging you any fee fo@
this examination,

WITH HOLIDAY GREETINGS -
Cordially yours,




December 12, 1955

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

P et L — LS
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Enclosed please find a 5c¢ 1847 cover bearing
paid and five in Serated circle.

Member
Chicago, Illinois ecir.

s S50 A, ATRS
U.S. ENVELOPE SOCIETY \.
This cover was purchased in one of my sales

OLLECTORS CLUB OF N.Y.
.S. CANCELLATION CLUB

in 1952, and the owner has sent it to me inasmuch as he
is now wondering whether the stamp properly belongs on

3c 51-57 UNIT
1 PHILATELIC SOCIET

'zm'r BEDFORD STAMP CLU i
We would value your opinion and please let

the cover.
me know when you return the cover your charge as usual.

R RS RO

k- I w1ll try to write you today regarding the

covers you so kindly sent to me to look over for my
I think I can use a few although most of them

auction.
were below the standard of condition I try to maintain
With my best regards.

SR e—

in my sales.
Sincerely,

Samuel C. Paige

SCP: jmy
Enclosure



Dec, lln 1955 .

Mr, Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th AVGQ,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

(Confidential)

I had a letter today from Sam Paige enclosing the 5¢ 47 Chicago
cover, I quote as follows from his letter:

"Enelosed please find a 5¢ 1847 cover bearing Chieca o, Illinois Cir,
paid and five in serated circle,

This cover was purchased in one of my sales in 1952, and the owner
has sent it to me inasmuch as he is now wondering whether the stamp properly
belongs on the cover, We would value your opinion and please let me know
when you return the cover your charge as usual," (unquote)

I enclose a copy of my reply,

To help you alongy I did not charge him any fee hoping this would put
him in a good humor and would make a refund to you without further expense
to him, No doubt you will hear from him very shortly.

Evidently I did not make a regular photograph of the cover but I have
a good color slide of the stamp and another one of the cover,

With regards =

Yours etc.,



Dec. 15, 1955,

My Morris Fortgang,
11/ East 84th St.,
New York 28, N.X,

Dear Morris:

I have yours with enclosures and also check for $30,00 for the Remele
cover, Thanks very mich,

Re « your 1794 P.Li & Ry I wrote the Library of Congress and inquired
if they had a copy of this edition and if so I wanted a microfilm copy, I
was especially interested in the Kentucky route, Did you notice it? To
Limestone (which is now Maysville) and overland to Fort Washington, which was
on the site of Cinecimnatl, Very interesting. !y forebears, paternal and
maternal, came to Kentucky via Limestone in 1786,

_S_@_._Mm% = I expected to receive insulting réplies from Diamond
and Kemworthy and I did . There is no difference in stealing such material
and picking a person's pocket, Just a couple of lice, To hell with them,

I asked George Linn to publish the letter that I wrote Diamond and he replied
that he would be glad to do so.

Re « the covers you enclo - Nog 1 - Type V = Earliegt with actual date
imonth & day) in postmark, 1 believe my old printed cire dated Nove 4
stamp with grid), may be an earlier use, I have recorded yours and made
photograph for files, I sure congratulate you on this item,

No, 2 = 1¢ '57 = used at New York Deec. 11, 1861, Did you fail to re-
cognize that the peneil notations on this cover were mine? I enclose some
cards from my files which please return, I added a few more memos on the cover
to photo, I thought maybe you would like to let them remain, If not rub them
out,

I have carefully noted your remarks re = "Old st " at the New York Post
Offices Your theory seems to be very sound to me, W-hy% don't you write an
article for Stamps on the subject and inquite if anyone has a cover showihg
refusal to rdcopgnize the old stamps, While I never saw such a cover it never
occurred to me that New York may have ignored the Order of the P,M,G. You have
a good subject so why not 'rite an article?

No, %. This cover is indeed very interesting and I may write it up in my
Service, Not only interesting but very pretty. It should have been rated as
entirely unpaid, This was Sept. 1857 = surely by that time the postal clerks
should have understood the terms of the Treaty,

Morris, you sure do dig up some nice things and more power to you,
Keep it up.

With regards -
Cordially yours,



g

HOSKINSONROHLOFF & ASSOCIATES

9 EAST ADAMS STREET CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS PHONE HARRISON 7-4788

stu‘dio

December 1l, 1955

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, K.Y.

Dear Stan,

I'm sorry I haven't wriltiten soonerubut It hate
been up to my neck in the Christmas rush." The h?
cover dose not look good to me . The ~ubugue cover
I am sending seems the same to me, you can life up the
stamp and see the rate marking underneath, it looks
like the stamp has been canceled.

The Fort Madison cover 1s certainly good, as the
old book says "Tide with a crease" & this case it
helps it.

In regards to the 1¢ stamp the only facts I am
certain about is that the drawing is a completly new
drawing thet were made by Mr. Kenworthy. I don't
know what available stamp they had at there disposial.
I do know Kenworthy has a great deal.of fine copys
of at least most of the type except (T7RIE).

Stan I don't know anything else about where any
information was obtained there never has been any
doubt in my mind or anyone else that you have complet-
ed the finest book on the 1¢ stamp.

Give my fegards to Mil and hope she is in the
best of health.

Yours iruiliys

&ZW/("&?W

Paul C. Rohloff



Dec. 17, 1955

Mr. Paul C. Rohloff,
209 Se State f'tc)
Chicago, Il

Dear Paul:

Yours of the 1l4th received with the two covers, Too l-te today to
return them so I will register them to you on Monday,

The Yort Madison cover, I agree that this is CK, It has that lock
which a faker would find difficult to give it,

Dubuque cover, I very carefully removed the stamp by dampening
the letter sheet from the inside so as to not disturb the surface of the
stamp, I made photos by ultra=violet and I will send prints to you. You
can then juige for yourself. I did not replace the stamp as I am sure you
would like to see what was underneath, I think the cover is best with the
stamp lightly hinged to cover, so that the underneath can be ceen,

1 am sore as a boil over the Kenworthy -~ Dizmond One Cent article,
Maybe Kenworthy did make entirely new drawings but he stole the material from
my book. The very idea of this pair of thieves applying for a copyright.
What unmitigated nerve, I think they are a pair of heels,

WITH BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY HCLIDAY SEASON -

Cordially yours,



Dec. 18, 1955.

Mr, Paul C. Rohloff,
209 S, State s'to’
Chicago, Ill,

Dear Paul:

As per mine of yesterday, I am herewifh returning the
two Iowa covers, also some photos that I made ultra-violet
lighte You will find memorandums on the back of each, What do
you mzke of that funny pen mark under the stamp? It is a cross-
word puzzle I have nof been able to decipher. If this folded
letter did not have afstamp then it was sent unpaid but how was
it rated? Would someche send an unpaid letter to the Hon. Mr,
Reno, the State Treasurerf On the other hand; the stamp is canceled
in red at the right side clear up to the edges, but there is no sign
of a "tie" to cover - not a trace of red ink on the cover,

Mildred joins me with best wishes for A HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON to your Millie, to the boys and you,

Cordially yours,



\n My Ot’lhl(}'\
7Y

l This Stamp
T;f';‘,;‘w Was Nok Used
Ornqinally On

/’( his Suer
W WAV
/8506
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EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5, ALABAMA

December 15, 1955.
Thursday,

Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

It has just come over the TV news that Dr. Sedters of Mobile was
acquitted by the Federal jury yesterday of all wrong doing. As soon as I
can get a paper article about it I will rush it to you. I have several things
to write you about since I left here. Just back this morning.

But I hasten to send you these lots which I got out of the HRH
sale of Monday, the 12th. I am sending them all for you to see. I had expected
to take the stamps off of lot 8. Would you?

I want you to expertize and, if goody sign and photograph them.
I think lots 14-83-1L5 are the ones that are in question and also lot 8 if
left on cover. Note Cole's note on the bid sheet of lot 35.

Lot 7 sold $110.00
s 7750
36 210,00

If lot 8-14-83-145 are N.G. please advise me as soon as you can so
I can pay Ez. You can photo and return at your convenience.

More later.

T

Sincerely,<§£2§;QL«J\‘

Enclosed herewith lots from HRH sale 12/12/55

120.00 < — cleaned And Stqned Also 'L\%C’”(Q‘lj CO\OV‘

lot 8
1l 290.00 V° Stlgne <l oOn @?‘CK-
29 67.50 i S
33 95.00 +/ ' " H
87.507 \ w i
35 1&5.00/@ W " Nok A Crease PBul ‘*D\NR‘NKL\':
83 275.00 u - " v ue To
2 ERZ ewss e doc feors
118 28.00 =<~ i 4 ) LWCIOSu ve
125 20.00 t A 4 | Teo <
- k5 2‘3’-88 — Sc4¢ Baric Nole - NoT SIGNED — b o )—

Reg.Val. $I1322.00
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Dec. 17, 1955.

Vr, Fumerson Ce Krug,
3008 « 13th Ave,, South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

I sure was glad to learn that Dr, Sellers had been acquitted by a
Federal Grand Jury, 4 have a suspicion it may have been a case of black
mail by his present wife, It could be that she blackmeiled him into
marrying her, She was formerly a nurse in his office,

Looks to me like you were handed some real bargains in the Harmer
sale of Dec, 10th, My puess is that buyers are holding their cash for the
Caspary sale and the majority willShot spend a great dezl,

Lot 8, Cover is as described, I would not remove the stamps from
this cover, I will clean it up @ bit and it will look better, I will sign
it as Type I1I,

Lot 14 - Cemnine, I will write this up in a Service Issue, You got
a real bargain,

lot 33, Of course all the value is in the 10¢, I will have to
examine very carefully but off hand I see no reason to question it,

Lot 34 A nice pair but this was not a bargain,

¢« 1 enclose two photo prints and a tracing, The strike on the
3¢ '57 pair is unguestionably genuine but it seems a bit smaller than the one on
the 90¢ but this may be due to the way it was applied. There are some features
about this item that I do not like but I cannot condemn it and it is worth what
you paid for it,

¢ First re - the rate, This appears to have been a registered
letter as per notation "Register 3116." If the use was March 1875, the fee
was 8¢ at that time. Total paid #1,01, This could have been 31 x 3 plus 83«
The killers on the 3¢ and 2¢ look different from those on the 6¢ and 90¢, I do
not think these stamps were used as they now are on this cover., They sirely(?)
have been moved and replaced, This may be génuine but I would not sign it as such,
Evidence is much too small, However, I do not see hov you can return it on the above,

I will return the lots lMonday,

WITH HOLIDAY GREETINGS =
Cordially yours,

Pocd, Fee p e EA
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Dec, 18, 1955,

My, Emmerson C, Krug,
: 3008 - 13th Ave,, South,
Birm.‘lngham, ;u-a.

Dear Im:

Herewith the Harmer lots from their sale of Dec, 12th,
I made a very careful exanination of the 90¢ 1£60 on plece.
There are several features about this that I do not like but they
are not sufficient for me to condemn the item or to justify you
to return it. I suppose my fears arc not justified so I have
signed the item for you on the back,

Fe - Lot &, the stamps were dirty - I ¢leaned them =
The cover looks much better,

%}i -~ This was not a crease but a wrinkle due to heavy
enclosure = i ironed it out,

I signed all on the back but if there are any you did not
care to have signed, don't pay me. :

I am enclosing five slides and I made slides of the others
which will be sent to you later,

Thanks so much for the Sellers clipping and for the one
with the man with the big glasses.

Re - Sellers = It is nice to have influential friends - I
think he was more than lucky. We had a Xmas card today from him -
not Mr, & Mrs., so I wonder if he has ditched the Mrs, No. 2,

WITH HOLIDAY GREETINGS -
Cordially yours,

Enclosed:
Slides

87 5 sy Sl

A8l - 32 :
Em - send back any you do not care to keep.

M%@

ot 2.1-



EMMERSON C. KRUG
3008 13TH AVENUE SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM 5. ALABAMA

December 22, 1955.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Your registered letter with the lots from the HRH sale came today.
All were in good shape.

I am quite happy that they were all 0.K. except the lot 145, the
90¢ Nagional cover. I have sent it back to Ezra today leaving the matter up
to him. I suggested that if Bernmard hesitatedc¢to try to get him to put the
matter up to the P.F. If they tirn it down, it is his and if they pass it I
will pay for it. My fingers are crossed.

You signed the other eleven and here is my check for that amount,
$55.00 plus the five slides which I want to keep, $7.50. I will follow your
advice and not remove the stamps from the lot 8, particularly since you so
nicely fixed it up, a wonderful job.

My son Bob is flying home foom Pittsburg today and the house is all
a-flutter. So I will have to cut this short. Hope you have a nice time in
Lexington. Tell your son he has not ever called us up when here.

Sincerely,

e e
| T

P.S. Since there are two of these large photos of the 90¢ 1860 piece which you
sent me, and if you have no copy yourself, maybe I had better send back one to
you????
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Dec. 29, 1955,

Mre Mel C. Hathan,
15 Manderly Road,
San Rafael, Talif,

Dear Mr, Nathant

I found yours of the 2lst very interesting and I was pleased
to learn that you had acquired quite a nice showing of the New
York encircled ”AO " I have a memo steting that my article ap-
peared in "Otamps," issue of Nove 18, 1939, I haven't seen a
copy of it in years, hence I have little recollection of what it
contained. Hewever, I dc have a complete file of "Stamps."

- In recent years I have not made any atteupt to keep up my
old record of known uses of covers with thie merking and the
chances are that you now own some coevers that I recorded some ten
or fifteen years ago, My list of 1849 uses is as follows:

1840 - M,C.Bleke, This may now be owned by Jessup
8y 1849 = Lander Jones of Loss A, You may own this

3 - dJessup
Apr. 1, 1850 Laurence Sale
Apre ? 1850 =« Jessup
S.pt. ? 1850 - "

I have @ face of a cover with a HeSe of 4 of the 10¢ *,7 canceled
by strikes of the encircled 80, It is addressed to Macondray & Co =
S+F, I enclose a memo re = this cover. It is from the Stark collec-
tion and I have it for sale @ $450,00, I will be glad to send it to
you if you would like to see it.

WITH BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEZR -

Cordially yours,
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Jan. 7’ 1956 .

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive St.,
St. Louis 1, Mo,

Dear Mr. Pope:

Herewith I am returning the 10¢ 18,7 cover from New York on "27 Deec."
This cover is addressed to Laurens C,H,, S.C, and the date line inside is
"New York Dec 27 1850," Laurens C,H, is located in the N,W, section of South
Carolina, 72 miles N,W. of Columbia, In 1850 there was no railroad into this
town but it was located on three or four coach routes, one of which ran to
Columbia, Later a railroad was extended from Columbia to Newberry C.H.; S.C.,
47 miles from Columbia (CGreenville and Columbia R,R.) and a branch line was run
over to Laurensville as the town was frequently referred to, (distance 32 miles).
This R,I', was called the Laurens,S,C, Railroad, Head office in "Laurensville."

I do not believe the STEAM on this cover makes sense, It originated at
New York and not elsewhere, hence there would be no occasion for the office of
origin to handstamp this cover steam, It is my guess that it went south by the
Great Mail (see my 1l¢ Book, Vol, 2 = p,220), = with Branch into Columbia and over
to destination, I do not believe that this is a Charleston;S.C. Steam - assuming
the letter went from Wilminton to Charleston by the Creat Mail and thence to
Columbia, I know of no reason why a STEAM should have been applied at Charleston,

In the face of the above I must admit that the "STEAM" looks very convineing,
but the manipulators strive for perfection and we must not be mislead by some
feature that appears perfectdy good, Any genuine marking can be very easily counter-
feited, by a photo-engraver,.

Regarding the stamp, The tie to cover at left is quite a poor piece of work
and is, a "painting" in my opinion, At first glance the stamp appears to be quite
a fine four margin copy but in my opinion it is a badly damaged copy that has been
"fixed"up, I believe that it had a bad vertical crease dowh the left side, To sum
up, I am of the opinion that originally this was a stampless cover sent unpaid with
10¢ postage due at Laurens as per the type of New York postmark used on unpaid mail,
I believe that scme faker attached a 10¢ 1¢L7 stamp with a red grid and with a bad
vertical crease down the left side and painted the tie to cover and to make a
valuable cover he added the "STEAM,"

I made two photographs, one of the cover, the other of the stamp, enlarged
and by ultra=violet light, This failed to show any pen or other cancel removed,
hence my belief the stamp had this red orange grid., However, this photo does show
the bad vertical crease which is quite plain and clear and "doctored" when viewed
under a microscopes

I thought you would prefer a thorough examination made and my charge for such
is $5.,00, I have credited your account with $3,50 and thank you for same,

It would be interesting to know what dealer offered this cover to you, but if

you feel you would not care to divulge same it wi e reat
same as 8trictly confidﬂntial. I have ‘eaaon %l;evge€£agt%gﬁre are some 3



#2. Mr, John D, Pcpe, III - Jan. 7, 1956,

East who have work such as this done and there are also some who would not
hesitate to try and sell a cover they knew was bad. Of course, the majority are
honest and don't take the time to examine items they sell,

If all collectors would demand guarantees it would put a stop to a lot of
crookedness. A husiness man would not think of buying a piece of property wibhout
a guaragtee that the title was OK but they will buy valuable stamps and covers de-
pending on their own judgement, No wonder the fakers make a good liveng, Con=-
sider the enclosed cover - price $175,00, What is a damaged 10¢ 1847 with a big
vertical crease actually wokth? My guess about $15,00, A new York stampless is
worth at the mort 50¢, Here we have $15,50 with an asking price of $175,00 and
further, I feel quité sure that if this cover was submitted to the Expert Comnmittee
of the P,F, a certificate would be issued stating it was genuine in all respects,

For the past six weeks I have been swamped with work but I will make up sets
for you of past Service Issues just as soon as things ease up a bit,

I regreatly appreciated your kind words re = my January Issue,
With every good wish =
Cordially yours,

(38-36)
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Nove 25, 1955.

My, Howard I.ehman,
119 West 7lst St,,
New York 23’ I.I.

Dear Howard:

Yours received enclosing the Adams Express
cover, I thought I had a photograph and & record
of this or a similar cover but after an ﬁtmivo
~search I am unable to locate same,

‘ I am sending the cover out to Edgar Jesup
for his opinion on it, I figure the use of the
cover was @ember 1854k No evidence of same on

the cover,.

With best wishes =
Cordially yofirs,



N? 511453

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

PR IP Mr. EDGAR B. JESSUP PR DATE .
B MARCHANT.

1475 Powell Street 4>
0 - Ve

STREET AND NO.

y ¢

CITY AND STATE 6 )
£ A
L 720 Yo\
i a4
AL O

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,»],.‘.

return receipt, to whom when, and address’, 54

check which and when where delivered Vo P

delivered sl £

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1 1955 16—71547-1
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Howard leh man

Nov, 25p 1955,

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup,
% MARCHANT
14,75 Powell St.,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear ?f:'dgar:

Here is a cover from Howard Lehmoen and his letter reparding it,
What is your opinion regarding it? I am not posted on such items 1
cover looks okay to mes Should I pay him $150,00 for it? Is it anythin
you might like to have?

I note the S.F, sailing is "15 SEP" « so this could not be 1855 or
later = so if earlier then Adams was sure in business, ? In 1854, the °
15th of Sept. was Friday - In 1853 it was Thursday = in 1852 it wes Wednesday,
It looks like it was first rated with a "92" (unpaid to England) = then
changed to "20," (2 x 10 unpaid to the East), Why the "TOO LATE?" In 1851,
Septs 15 was Monday and on that date the "S5,S,Panama" sailed with the mail,
‘Do you suppoce this use was 1851, and the letter arrived "I0Q LATE" fok the
sailing that day? Have you any other explanktion? I suppose /Adams & Co, was
in business out there in 1851 (Sept), however, this stamp was not issued until
1854, so the use must have been 1854, The sailing in 1854 was Sept 16 =~
Saturday and the ship was the Panama, so why TOO LATE?

As this belongs to Lehman I would 1l9ke to give him a reply as sooxﬁaa
possible,

Re = Lot 97 in the Caspary Sale, The cover from Albany (5¢ New York)
to New York, You thought it was bad, According to Ezra this was purchased by
Phil Rst, I wrote him yesterday to be careful that I heard the cover was
questioned at the sale, 4Am I right?

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,
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Dec ™ 1&, 1955 .

Mr, Edgar B, Jessup, .
1475 Powell St.,
Oakland, Calif,

Dear Edgar:

Thanks for the return of the Adams cover, I have carefully noted your re-
marks but after a very careful examination of the cover I cannot help but believe
it is ckay. I note that there is ®vidence that this Adams stamp was not iusued
until October 1854 but I am wondering if there could be some mistake and that it
could have been in use in September of 1854, I am aware that covers with this
stamp have been faked but the stamp was issued for a purpose and a genuine cover is
possible, I cannot help but wonder if this use was Sep, 1854 and that the stamp is
therefore the earliest known use? If so, the cover; if genuine, is a real rarity.
I think the corrected "20" is perfectly okaye A elerk in the S,F, P,0, picked up

a "29" rate stamp in error and inasmuch as this was a double id(2 x 10) rate he
corrected it to "20," As you are aware, the "29" was the rate to @reat. Britain,

Re - the Steve Brown cover, It was not illustrated in the auction catalogue
but I have a photogfaph that I made of it at that time. Cole bought it for $25,00.
It was from Table Rock to New York State, Thé only evidence it could have been good
was the postmark date "NOV 1," The stamp was up in the upper right cormer, I don't
blame a buyer for not reaching for this item as anyone could have put en Adams stamp
on the Brown cover, In contrast, the Lehman cover has a very convincing memo in
lower left corner, "By Adams & Co, = S,F, Fxpress." This looks genuine and it has
2age something a faker cannot make - also the stamp has age.

. Yes, we did have a nice day that Saturday you were here = Sorry your trips
East come so far apart. Do you think you will attend the Caspary sale in January?
I talked to Jack Dick over the phone yesterday and he assured me that he did not
buy the Armitage cover, Stated he would have been a fool to have done so with all
I have stated about it, I feel certain he was telling the truth,

.. There are some bad rumors down Fast that there are a lot of items missing from
the Caspary collection and fingers have been pointed =zt Colson and Sloane, I think
both ar8 'a pair of rats and I wouldn't put anything past either cne, Of courge, the
whole erowd are sore at Sloane but he had nothing to do with H,F.,H, obtaining the
collection,

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,



Dece, L, 1955.

Mr, Howard Lehman, -
119 .H-est 7lSt- St.,
New York 23, NJi,

Dear Howard:

Edgar returned your cover and the sum and substance of his letter
was that it was very questionable = could perhaps be rood or bad but that
he would refuse to buy it if offered to him, I will send you his note if
you would care to see it, He concluded the use was September 1854 and that
there was proof(?) that the stamp was not issued until Oct, 26, 1854 and
that Adams & Coe failed on Feb, 23, 1855,

In spite of the above I believe the cover could genuine, so I am
offering it to a friend. Will advise later.

As you knowy the boys are 2ll scared of a cover with this stamp, I
have always been in that category myself, Note Brown sale Lot 1934 - sold @
$25400 - I have a memo in my copy - "gcounterfeit?."

With regards - '

Cordially youré ’
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

YX U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



Dece l&, 1955,

¥r, J, David Baker, '
' 3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind,

Dear Dave:

1 am enclosing an Adams Express cover which I
believe is perfectly good, I see no reason to guestion
ity and if it is genuine it is a very rare cover. See
my memo which I made to photograph with its The way :
the stamp is placed in the lower left and the memo also
side of it, is most convineing in my opinion, The numer-
al rating was originally "29" the rate from California to
Britain « This was used in error and corrected to "20,"

I can offer this cover to you € $125,00.
With regards = = :

Cordially yours,



Mr. J. DAVID BAKER 4
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Wallev Sene hake

X . 18,1055

¥r. Stanley B. Ashbrock
Prtrs Box- i

33 Nerthh Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomes, Ky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook,
Enclosed is a horizontal pair of the 1 cent, 1851 .type LV,

Although T have your facinating volumes on the 1851-57 stamp,
T heve nct bheen able to find anything. that would tie *n with

thia peir, The coler, neper, impression,- they seem strange

to me, Plcase help me,

I shall remit your fee and postege by return meil., As you will
note, I em very eager tc get your opinion on the enelcsged

4tem end am sending this letter unregistered since T shall

not he able to get to & P.C, tomorrow,

Incedentally, T coatected Mr, McTInrey via plone and we are
trying to earrange a meeting in the ver; near future,

Theaking you 4n sdvance for your ald, T am,

-3incere yours

— ey

l l Ll e

R Walter Senchuk
Pair 14 1891
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STREET AND NO.
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eakkle [ lQ ash.
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered

delivered

POSTMARK

ai DATE
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inguiry.
ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1
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Nov. 23, 1955,

Mr, Walter Senchuk,
h025 We. Donovan Sto,
Seattle 16, VWash,

Dear Mr. Senchuk:

Herewith I am returning your horizontal pair of the 1l¢ 1851
Type IV, This is a pair of the "A" relief and to plate the pair would
take time as it would be a matter of elimination, DMany "A" reliefs
show no double transfers, guide dots or plating marks and the plating
is not a simple task, If you would care to have the pair plated I would
have to charge you a fee of $3,00,

The pair appears to be unused but it could have had pencancels
removed, I see no actual trace of such removal but to be sure I would
have to make a photograph by ultra=violet ray., I would charge a fee for
such of $3 +00,

In my opinion, after a very casual examination, I believe this
is an impression made in 1855, The paper does appear o be unusuadly
thick,

With regards =

Sincerely yours,




N9 511346

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO POSTMARK
Mr WallerS |
r VWaller enchu&. danl 1y,
STREET AND NO. P
Hors V. l) /e 058\
(@) ocnhoVan GO
crrv AND STATE : v ©
ttle G L\ YVash "
e [d) e il €lS
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered
delivered
VI 4
POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955

i e
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Stick postage stamps to your letter to‘pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,

and present the letter to a postal employee.

., If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



e e,

4C25 W, Docnovan Straet
Seattle 164, Wash,
Jan, 4, 1056

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbreck
33 M. Ft., Thomas Ave;
Fort Thomes, Ey.

Dear M1, Ashbrook ,

Enelosed are 24 cents in stamps to reimburse you for
ncatage used in returnthg the palir ¢cf 174 1E851-57 which T
recently submitted to you,

The palir cema from 2 edrcult book which T had horrowed
on & very tempcrary basis,., Recause you brought up the
pcsalibility of a removed pencencel, and because there was
insufficient time tc¢ resubmit the stamps tc you for a more
complete exemination, T returned the subject pair with the
éireul't boek:,

I am enclesing an inexpensive cover with a #71 whieh

I shcwed tc severel pecple at a Chicago exhibit a few years

ego end they told me the ccver wag a fake, Plsase give me
your cpinion,.

klsc enclcsed are #67, 73, 110, Has # 47 been repalred
in eny mannert bLre #73 and £110 reperforateds

My slincerest wishes to you for the best in this new
year,

/‘f.inceyly yours,
vl

o va}iter Senchuk



-

Jan, 9, 1956¢

i
Mr, Wal@r Senchuk,
4025 W, Donovan St.,
Seattle 16, Vash,

Decr Mr, Senchuk:
Herewith I am returning the items contained in yours of the Lth,

Your cover with the 30¢ 1861 is genuine in every way. This was
a double - 2 x 15¢ rate to France by French Packet in March 1867, This
letter was dispatched from New York by a mail ship of the new French line,
put aboard that ship on the date it sailed from New York, This accounts
for the same date in the lNew York and French postmarks, ivz., Mar 23 1867.
The "24" in the New York postmark is our credit to Frence of 2 x 12¢ - our
ghare being but 2 x 3¢. This was per 75 grammes, This is quite & nice
little cover. It is odd how some people will express opinicns on subjects of
which they are totally ignorant but ve have so many of that class in philately,
(besides a lot of members of the lunatic fringe).

Your #67 - 5¢ Buff appears to be OK, I did not notice anmything sus-
picious about it, This also applies to your #73 and 119, If anyone reperfed
these copies they did as good a job as the National Bank Note Co.y in my

opinion,

I trust you found an agreeable acquaint




N? 511340

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

ft
POD F 800
D Fo 3 ]qmb

SENT TO POSTMARK
o OR DATE
J. E. Rasdale

STREET AND NO.

!o V 5
CITY AND STATE
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered

delivered
-/



) B

2.

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
‘on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



CERT\F\ED MAIL

SN et

Dec. '28‘. 1955,

Hr. Je E. Rasdale,
505 Eact \alker Ste,

Dear Joe:
Thanks very mch for yours of the 23rd with eheek for $1,750.00
for the Stark volume of Patriotics, Have a little patience and I will

send you some nice material at prices on whieh you can make some
money .

I have not heard from you re = the Krug collection but no doubf.
the holidays is the cause,

I am returning herewith the t‘hree items that you:'sent me,
e cover with the 10¢ 1857, shows the earliest known use of the
Type V, that is; the earliest known use of a stamp from Ilate 2, A
m-d cover but a most interesting item in research work. I have advised
on

Harmer, editor of the S.UsS., and this date will be recorded in the
1957 edition,

: %. Strip of three, A= per memo this is a Type Va = un-
 catalogued, described in my One Cent Book, Volume One, Plate 6
dupter. 3 :

- One Cent 1857 - pair - This is Type II from Plate 2,

If your friend cares to sell the cover and the lt.r.tp of three, I
would be interested in acquiring them,

I am glad to do the above favor for you and there is no fee,
With every good wish for 1956 -
Cordially yours,

[ CERTIFIED MAIL




AQS. ¢S.A
SyA AN ARA.
CONY. BNARS.

Jark . Moleswmrth
Pl‘lila{elic Dealer iand Broker

102 Bearon Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

December 29, 1955
Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N, Fort Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed is a rather odd 5¢ orange brown tied on cover.
It looks fishy all the way through to me, but thought you might
like to xee it and would be interested in your comments concerning
it. It came to me trom London,

best regards,

ck E, Molesworth

JEM/p



N? 511342
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth

SRETIRN. 302 Beacon Street

CITY AND STATE

¥
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to wham
return receipt, to whom when, and address -
check which and when where delivered
delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955




1.

S;

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.
Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.
X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1
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Jan, 3, 1956.

Mr. Jack E, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the 5¢ 1857 - Type II O.,B, cover as
per yows of the 29th, You are quite right, this
is a fake. I have a recollection of seeing another
fake cover with this same Philadelphia fake postmark

.and red PAID but I have been unable to lay my hands

on the references What I need is a couple of filing
clerkse.

Sorry but I did not get arcund to the Index.
With regards -

Sincerely yours,



Law OFFICES OF
KoOoENIG AND Pore

° DELOS G.HAYNES .
1887-1950) 818 Orave SreEbpx

LLOYD R.KOENIG 3 A

JOHN D.POPE II St. Lours 1, Mo. HAYNES AND KOENIG

IRVING POWERS TELEPHON RAL

STUART N.SENNIGER
DONALD G.LEAVITT ... CABLE ADDRESS

”‘ "“ AU

Qéwmd@aeé)w JWMQQWW Wk,
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO MI JOHN D POPE ”l L/POSTMARK
Smeeraons. 818 Ollive Street A
ST. LOUIS i, MO, =Y JAN '2‘*-.*

¥
CITY AND STATE } j -

LY

‘\,‘—1\ A

O P
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whomy 5/‘;7
return receipt, to whom when, and address ", B
check which and when where delivered v
delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



1.

w

Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)

. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub

on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



Jane 3’ 1956.

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive St.,

Dear Mr, lope:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 29th, Thanks very much
for a look at the 10¢ 1847 cover with the round rrid of New York City.
I note this is a "Pratt cover,” The Pratt correspondence was quite a very
valuable find and it must have been in thé early nineteen twenties when
it came to light according to my recollection, Pratt was a U, S, Senator from
Indiana and I beddeve I still have some covers addressed to him during the
Bank Note period. If you would like several I will be glad to send them to
you with my compliments.

Re = your cover to Spain - Che year was 1863 and the New York pem.
shows "Bpr, Pkt" Jan 14, This was Wednesday and a British Cunard ship sailed
from New York on that date, I note the Spanish due is 8R, Apparently this
was % oz, or else the person who mailed it thought it was overweight. The
Sts Louls p.me is Jan 11 which was Sunday, and my guess is that the addressor
figured the postage was 2 x 5 plus 3¢ to New York, As you are aware, all the
writer was recuired to pay was the U,S,Internal of 5¢ up to * ounce, There
was no such a rate as 13¢,

No fee for the above,
With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



&
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Jan, 15, 1956,

Mr, Elmer Stuart,
82 West Washington St.,

Chicago 2, 111,
Dear Elmer:

Thanks very much for a look at the Chicago cover of
Sep 12 1847, in fact, I had not made a note of 1t's early use
in my records.

I have made %namo on the back of your cover and
authenticated it for yoﬂ. I generally charge a fee of $5.,00

for this but in this case, and in appreciation for your kindnees,

- no charge,

If the cover is for sale I would like to buy it if it
is from the same correspondence as Frnie's, Too bad the stamp
is not tied like Ernie's,

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



Jan, 19: 195‘.

Mr, Paul C, Rohloff,
209 S, State St.,
Chiecago, Ill,

Dear Paul:

It was indeed nice to have had the chat with Henry and Jou last night,
and to receive the news on the second day's sale, I still am wondering about the
prices which seem to be too fantastic to be true, Persdonally, I am not elated
over them because I believe such publicity does far more harm to philately than
good, Such figures are of no benefit to the professional fratemnity because if any
dealer had the nerve to pnt such prices on the idenfifcal items if he had them for
sale, would be classed as a robber and lunatic, It was awfully nice in Heémry and
you to eall me and I want you to know I appreciated it very much, - Perhaps Em Krug
told you that he is returning home Via Cincinnati and plans to spend Friday with
us and bring me further news of the sale,

Herewith I am returning the items contained in yours of the 1llth, I was
immensely pleased to see the two Ladd covers to Calcutta and to have a good plain
record of those back stamps, I am not sure that I understand exactly the actual
neaning so I am tﬂ.ting several people in London though I have little hope I can
obtain mel of an explanation, They are a dumb bunch of egotistical asses over
there,

Re = the other coversshere is about all the data that I have at present,
but I hope to have more in the ncar future,

Erie, This was an Alabama River steamboat, The letter was evidently
carried entirely outside the mail and this seems odd because %gnsbo;gf Ala, is not
on a river = It 1s in Hale County. One wonders how it received the oval marking and
how it was carried from the river to destination, I have a memo stating this boat
wag built at Marietta, Ohioy, in the 18,0's,

Steamer Duchess of Liberty, What a name for a steamboat, Date 1841 - post-
mark of Iowa City = lowa (Territorial) - I have no data on this but I hope to have
something later, From Cincinnati to Burlington, Iowa and forwerded to Iowa City,

It was carried privately to Burlington and forwarded from there to Iowa City but why

the latter postmark and not Burlington? Looks like the rate was changed from 10 to
122 = The rate was 10¢ up to 80 miles = and 12% up to 150 miles, so I suppose Iowa

City is over 80 miles from Burlington, I wonder if this cover is not as great a

rarity as your "Des Moine?"

Ship mo%a% I believe that I owned this cover at one time because I have
a big lot of the "WOOLSEY" correspondence, I still have some and enclose a few with
my compliments, I bought a big bateh of stampless from some New York dealer along
about 1920 and because they were all so bulky I cut them down, No doubt this is one
that I cute I believe the "Telegraph" must have been a Trans-Atlantic sailer but she
is not mentioned in any book that I have of the ship of that period. In later years
there was a very famous Clipper (U,S.) by the same name so perhaps she might have
been named for the earlier ship,

Paul, I am returning your check with many thanks because you do not owe me



#2. ¥r, Paul C, Rohloff - Jan, 19, 1956,

a cent and I am always glad to give you any data that I possess.

: ‘ Woclsey must have been quite a prominent New York merchant in his
day = I note one of the enclosed covers is addressed to him as "Vice-President
of the Chamber of Commerce,"

- Mildred had 2 nice letter from your "Millie" stating the two of you
hope to have a little vacation in Flppida the last of this month and will be
joined by Merl and John and wives, Fine, We do hope you have a wonderful time,

Mildred joins me in mueh love to you both and to the boys.

Cordially yours,



3 5

HOSKINSONROHLOFF & ASSOCIATES
studio

9 EAST ADAMS STREET CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS PHONE HARRISON 7-4788

January 11, 1955

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas K.Y.

Dear Stan,

Enclosed find covers you ask for. Also
I would like some information on the
Steam Boat Erie, Alalmama River Boat or Costal
Steamer, Ship Telagraph is this a East coatal
steam Beaw®d or oceman going boat.Dutchess of
Liberty unlistedegper Miss. Packe® Boat I
belelive, note the change of rate on top of one
and otherr

There are only 2 eovers on the Ladd.
ptan, Mil and T enjoyed your gift 1t came in
very handy over the holidays we used it just
about every day between Christmas and New Year's.

It's smmething we never had. I want to thank you
for the territorials as I can use them.

Paul U, Rohlo
£s. ﬂ%/ﬁ » % i B



THE MARINERS MUSEUM

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

ROGER WILLIAMS
President

E. F. HEARD
Vice President

January 20, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

According to the Lytle List the ERIE was a sidewheel
steamer of 143 tons built at Marietta, OChio, in 1827,
Her first home port was Mobile and she was sbandoned in
1833.

We can fine no reference to a DUCHESS OF LIBERTY,
but a GODDESS OF LIBERTY, & sidewheel steamer of
248 tons was built at Cincinnati in 1841, Her first
home port was St. Louis and she was abandoned in 1845,

We can find no mention of the sailing vessel
TELEGRAPH of sbout 1819, This was the period before
ship registers. The name was very common at that time.
Your likeliest source for information is the National
Archives which may have her papers.,

We make no charge for information.

Very truly yours,

Lochhead
Librarisn

JLL/swh



Jan, 24, 1956,

Mr, Paul C, Rohloef”,
209 S. State St.,
Chicago, Il11,

Dear Paul:

Here is some data for you,

Steamboat Erie. A steamboat of 143 tons built
at Marietta, Chieo in 7o Her first home port was Mobile,
It is stagted that she was abandoned in 1833, Your cover
shows a date of 1852 so the above is either incorrect or
there was a second boat by the same name, What was meant
by "abandoned" is not clear,

Duchess of Liberty, lo steamboat is known by
this name but there was one named "Goddess of Libe "
which was built at Cincimmati in 161, OShe was a a%e-
wheel steamer of 248 tons and her first home port was St.
Louis, It is stated that she was sbandomed in 1845,

The Telegraph of 1819, No record of such a saile
ing vessel, This was before ship registers, I was inform-
ed there may be some record of such a ship in the National
Archives, Washington, so I will imquire there,

Nice talking to you this afternoon,

With all good wishes =
Cordially yours,






WILLIS F.
-CHENEY

SUCCESSOR TO SPENCER ANDERSON

¢

SIXTY FIVE NASSAU STREET..CORTLANDT 7-2572..NEW YORK S8, N. Y,
. COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND APPRAISED.

January 17, 1956
Mr. Stanley b, Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Uear Stanj;

I need a bit of adviee and I feel that there is no one
e T better qualified than you to give it on this, I hope you will
Sk not mind,

3 FOR

i BOLLECTORS

Basically the question is: Is the enclosed cover good
or bad? I'd like to quote from the letter, "The postage rates
at the time were 15¢ & 30¢ sodth& stamps are 0.K. However the U.S.
had no postal treaty providing for the registration of letters to
France until 1874. ¥From about 1870 such letters could be registered
via Bngland, but I know of no law providing for registration prior
to that date. ( Of course the U.S. exchanged registered mail with
various other countries since 1858.)" Par. "Also, this cover bears
no characteristics of a registered cover. ‘the red crayon numerals
could be registry numbers, but 1 doubt it. Besides if this were
really a registered cover it would bear some foreign registry mark-
kings like "charge"™ or "Recomandirt"™,™

I have a few ideas of my own regarding it. The blue registered
is under the black Providence and every stamp is tied. 1If there was
not any registered mail exchanged between the u.S. & France, could
a letter be (such as this) be registered from Providence to Boston?

I shall appreciate your comments Stan and hepe that you do
not mind, ‘“Ythanks a lot for your assistance.

S;nce%jifc\
E;fé)r1<. Wiiii; !;JQheney
: # 1 bog
: 50101

To

lehman

(% ? L
MEMBER AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION




, -

Jan, 20, 1956,

Mr, Willis Cheney,
65 Nassau St.,
New York 38, N,Y.

Dear Bill:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the
17the I know all about this cover and several
others like it. The cover itself is genuine in

every way - The only thing that is wrong is the
S.L. "Registered." In my opiniocn this is a fake,

Sincerely yours,

(1609)



Jan, 24, 1956,

H!‘B. c. Dora J. Hanu’.
R. D, #1,
Berwick, Pa.

Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Further replying to yours of the 19th and the 5¢ 1856
which you submitted to me and vhich I returned to you yesterday
by registered mail, The crooks over in France who fake cancel-
ations on our stamps and fake our early covers, find it quite
profitable to remove a common postmark, or cancelation or pen
marks and in place, to apply an imitation of some rare or unusual
postal marking, To be reasonably sure that a rare cancelation on
an off cover stamp is genuine I meke a photograph on a special
plate by ultra=viclet light, In the majority of cases such a
photograph will disclose any removal of a former marking,

: I made a careful examination of your stamp under my
binocular microscope and failed to find any evidence of a sus~
picious nature and then I made an enlarged photo by the ultra=-
violet, I am pleased to report that this photograph disclosed mo
tampering in any way, therefore, in my opinion, your copy is genu-~
ine,

As I mentioned in my One Cent book, this marking is
quite rare on the 5¢ 1856, in fact, uses of the 5¢ on covers from
or to California or the West Coast are exceedingly scarce. I have
never discovered a cover showing a use of the 5¢ 1856 as early as
February 1856, hence I judge that your stamp was used on Feb, 20,
1857, which was a Friday, I am, of course, assuming that the
letter on which your stamp paid part of the rate was addressed to
California, We very rarely find this "Ocean Mail" marking on
covers addressed elsewhere though some such items are recorded in
my records.

My fee for this examination is $5,00 which includes re-
turn registered postage, the special photograph and opinion,

My kindest regards =

Sincerely yours,
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Jan. 23, 1956.

Mrs. C, Dora J, Hanus,
ReDs #1,
Berwick, Pa,

Dear Mrs. Hanus:
Herewith your 5¢ 1856 with the "Ocean

Mail" postmark, I made a photograph by ultra=
violet and after I develop the plate I will

report to you.
Sincerely yours,



S e e R

free, 2% S Ps

e S DA BRI &
53)4%%%;«4 P

,, g /QA«,VW /W;é/Z/éa,&
ZW/ Wﬁ%a@w/&v
%‘ /m AP Z/@%d/ﬂo T T
, “'/4;,%;4‘/7@2“%&71’44—“
o T il i TS 2
WW&&%
e le Bertiiie sace gl s e

%/’Wm,
: ﬁ? i D %WC%?‘:S
. ,2:/ > : Z
m 7 o L e

QW‘//&%/A&#@M&W

//é 7 % W <X &V



Jan, 23, 1956.

Mr, D, N, "clm‘oy,
16m3 - 15th AVQQ’ Sowo’
Seattle 66, Wash,

Dear Mr, McInroy:

I am herewith returning the 10¢ 1847 pair,
I made an exposure by ultra~violet and after making
a careful examination I will report later,

Sincerely yours,



Jan, 25, 1956,

Mr, D, N, MBInroy’
16003 = 15th Ave., S.W.,
Seattle 66, Wash,

Dear Mr, Melnroy:

Herewith a print of the 10¢ 1847 pair, I am pleased to report
that it does not show anything suspicious and in my opinion, the
pair is genuine in every respect, I agree that the marks on the
back are an offset of some writing on the cover,

The prices at the second Caspary sale were fantastic to state
the least, I feel sure that the buyers of a number of items would
find it impossible to explain why they were tempted to go so high,

On certain items there does not seem to be any explanation, Just a
- ecase of rumning hog=wild,

We are in the midst of real winter - 8% inches of snow last week

and down to ten above this morning with little relief promised, This

is the time of the year when we have real winter, Thank heavens
spring is in the offing,

With regards -

Cordially yours,
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Jan, 26, 1956.

lh'. JOh.n Do Pope, III‘
818 Olive Street,
Sto LOU.iB l’ HO.

Dear Mr, Fopet

Herewith I return the 5¢ New York cover as per yours cf the 23rd,
I regret to report that in my opinion, the esingle nor the pair were used
originally on this cover, There is no evidence that I can see that indi-
cates that they were and plenty of evidence in my opinion that they did not,
I believe that this was @ stampless cover, a single rate of 5¢ that was paid
a rcute agent, As you stated, fhere is a handstamped "5" (in red) under the
pair, and I believe the small PAF is genuine, hence not rated as unpaid
whien received at the Providence Post Office, The single has blue pencancel,
whereag the pair has black, This is certainly queer to state the least, If
the single was used on this cover, the blue pen would mean it had passed thru
the New York Post Office, in w#hich event we would have had a New.York postmark
and the curved "PAIB," The "Steam" refutes this, hence this bpat ion of
blue pen on the stamp and the Providence "Steam" is & contradiction, I did
not think it necessary to remove the demaged and repaired paig, To sum up, I
consider this a very poor piece of work, and probably made blacksmith's
shop, that is, if any such exist in the present daye, =T

I am returning your check with many thanks because I do not believe
I am entitled to any fee for the examination of this céver, However, you are
privileged to quote any of my remarks that you see fit,

With kindest regards -

Cordially yours,



Jan, 30, 1956,
Mr, John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive St.,

St. Louis 1, lio,

Dear M, Pope:

back in 1913 the specialized collection
of the 5¢ New York consisting of over 300 lots, was
sold at auetion in New York by the Nassau Staup Co,

I suppose this was the largest collection of the staup
up to that time,

Searching thru the old catalogue for
some other data, I note Lot 215 was described as follows:
"Single on the origimal cover, dated July 16, 1846

, small *PAID® -~ $STEAM! and '53' the stamp is
33ihhky cancelled with large margins, exeeptionally fine,
and the only cover so cancelled in the sale, very rare,"
The sale price was $12,20,

In those days any postal marking on a cover
was a cancellution, I judge the markings described
were on the ccver rather than on the stamp,

I just thought this might be of some interest,
With regards =

Cordially yours,



ROBERT A. SIEGEL POSTAGE STAMPa

AUCTIONS APPRAISALS WANT LISTS

TELEPHONES

489 FIFTH AVENUE
MURRAY HILL 2-0980, 2-0981

NEW YORK CITY

¢

January 23, 1956

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook,
33 N. Ft. Thomas £venue,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I am enclosing a cover that I would
aoor901ate your opinion on and am enclosing my check
for examination fee.

I am still a bit punchy from the
Caspary sale.

With kindest regards, I am
Very sincerely,
)
y | ?v“[/
X RAS: HCA ROBERT/ . SIEGEL
Enc. \/



o

Jan, 26, 1.9560

Mr. Robert A, Siegel,
489 Fifth Ave.,
New York 17, N,Y.

Dear Bob:

Herewith the 5¢ 1856 cover to Switzerland, I am pleased to report
that the cover is unquestionably gemuine, The use was in July 1856 and at
that perioed there were two rates to that country -

Via rland

sent from New York or Boston by & British Packel sesscivesss 5¢
(This went that way)
If sent from New York by an American packe‘h sEsesenvanssussssseldf

We had no postal treaty with the Swiss nation at that time, hence mail was forwarded
to Britain and thende via France to destlination under terms of the Anglo=French
treaty, Postage was collected from the addressee from the U, S, frontier, Owr

5¢ pay was the U,S, "Internal" under the U,S,~-British treaty, In the years past

I was in the habit of ing this 5¢ payment the ghore to ship but technically
that term is incorrect, 2s it was a charge set forth in the treaty and given the
term "Qgg%." The red pen marks on the face is no doubt the sum due from the
addressee, e red New York postmark is so indistinet I am unable to make out the
date but I judge it was "JUL 9," The Cunard sailings were on Wednesdays and in
1856 J 1l fell on Tuesday, so this letter did not reach New York for the sailing
on J 2nd, but held over a week and was forwarded either from Boston or New York
on July 9, 1856, The British date on the back is July 21, a lapse of 12 days which
was about right in 1856, This, of course, was not the arrival date at Liverpool
but rather the date it was dispatched to France,

I have authenticatéed the cover on the back and if you do not care for
same it can be easily erased,

Thanks very much for your check for $5,00,
With every good wish =
Cordially yours,
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I just returned from Europe with some very nice
material. While looking over the covers of a
dealer, I was shown the enclosed which I did not
like right from the beginning. After I consult-
ed the encyclopedia on my return, and noted that
his stiby fell to the Northern forces before
the the stamp came out, I liked it even less.

You a re well known by reputation to the owner of
the cover and I promised him that I would send

it to you for your opinion. Please look i t over,
let me know what you think of it and if there is
any charge, I would be very glad to send it alonge.
I am just curious to know whether you agree with
my viewpoint on it.

A self-addressed stamped envelope 1is enclosed for
your convenience in r eplying to me by megistered

mall,

With best ré8gards, I am

A.P.S. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.



Jan, 19, 1956.

Mr, Herman Herst, Jr.,
Shrub Oak, N.Y.

Pat -

I am pleased to report to you that the enclosed cover is as
good as gold and a valuable piece, OSurely pairs of this stamp on
cover must be quite rare. Of course, the pair itself is genuine in
every way and is an early impression and beautiful color. I suppose
this pair originated on this cover as the "tle" appears at a casual
glance to be UK, Of course, it could be that this was a beautiful
off cover pair which someone put on this cover and painted the "tie"
but I doubt that this happened.

I might explain that this cover was used from Newbern Va.
rather than Newbern, N.C{ Yes, it is true that the latter town was
occupied by Federal troops in March 1862 so it would be rather queer to
see & cover with this pair used in July,

I advise a very careful examination of the "tie" to cover, If
genuine this is a very valuable cover,

Sincerely yours,
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Thank you very much for your comments on the
lovely Confederate cover that I sent you. My
face is quite red in noting that the postmark
is Virginia rather than North Carolina vhichof
course throws out my original suspicion.

This belongs to a collector friend of mine who
is perfectly willing to pay you for a definite
opinion as to whether or not the stamps actual=-
ly belonged on the cover. Your letter does not
mention this one way or the other and I therefore
wondered whether you would care to go out on a
limb and actually sign the cover indicating that
it was original, If you would, I will return it
to you and you can note the fact on the back and
vh atever your fee is, I will pay you since my
customer wishes to have such a guarantee to put
»in his collection.

- Please drop me a note at your convenience and
let me know whether you would be in a position
to supply me with a statement to this e fifect.

With best wishes, I am 7,
-Over— | A/

A.P.S, YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.
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Here is the Confederate cover and I would ap-
preciate your signing it on the back to the
effect that cover and postmark are genuine and
original in all respeets.

When I was first shown this by my client in
Paris, I was strongly suspicious of it. I
never doubted the stamps but the handwriting
appears to me as if it were intentionally aged.
The fact that the capital R in Richmond touches
but doesn't show on the pair made me even more
suspicious. The fact that the lettering in the
blue postmark is entirely on the stamps and not
on the cover further excited my suspicion. It
is true that in Paris one learns to be suspic-
ious of everything and there is no reason why
the cover should not be genuine in all respects
except that on principal, I exercise double sus-
picion on the other sides

Here is the {5 and if after careful examination,
you will sign it, I shall drop all of my feel=
ings on the matter since I respect your opinion
far more than my owne

I don't know anything abput the incident you

A.P.S. YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS S.PA.



mention with the anonymous letter. I had
not heard of it nor had I received one, I
have my own opinions of people who resort

to this sort of thing and it isn't very high.,
I am glad that the Post 0ffice has been call=-
ed in on it and whoever is guilty certainly
should be made an example of, If you want

to give me a little more information, I
would be glad to have it. I do hear a lot
of things and with a little knowledge, it
just might be possible that I couldpick up

a clue which I certainly would pass along,

no matter who is involved,

‘There was an incident of this sort about fif-
teen years ago, The incident was done in
half fun but the vietim didn't take it that
way, complained to the Post Office Depart-
ment and if you may remember it, therd was
action taken for using the mails for that
purpose. .

With best wishes and looking forward to your
further comments on the enclosed, I am

%f\



Feb. 6, 1956,

Mr, Herman Herst, Jr.s
Shrub Oak, N,Y,

Pat -

Here i= the 10¢ Rose cover duly authenticated
on the back, This is really a2 nice piece, HNo telling
what it would bring in a Caspary Sale. FThanks for the
$5+00,

1 am enclosing a copy of the wording of the
forgdd letter just as the forger spelled out his wvenon,
This was a dastardly thing to do and there is only one
pefson whom I can imagine would do such a foul thing,
IhadhimexpelledfromtheAP.S. in July 1942 = SeeA.P
Vol, 55 Ho. 10 poé’"}o

I do appreciate your offer of assistance,
I suppose you heard of the actions of Scruggs at the
SePefd, convention in Louisville last August,

With regards -

Cordially yours,



(hampion Pants E?
Maomufacturing Co., Inc.

SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET + NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

January 30th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stan,

I am enclosing an envelope which I just bought at the Fox sale., Morris
Fortgang said it might be of some interest to you.

It is marked insufficiently paid and the notation that the weight was 3/4 oz,

I suppose the 52¢ means credited to Britain and that there was 5¢ paid for
U.S. inland postage. Is there a notation of the forward being collected at

destination?

Please return this cover to me at your earliest convenience, I paid $80,00
for the cover,

Regards.
Sincerely,
MORTIMER L, NKEN

MLN:HL
ENC.



Feb, 1, 1956.

Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,
49 West 23rd St.,
New York 10, N.Y.

Dear Mort:

Herevith the cover to Singapore in July 1862, The Boston
Foreign Divisicn did not rate this letter at over # oz. and it was
prepaid at that rate but the British-found it over # oz, and stamped
it, "Insufficiently Stamped Via Marseilles," However, they did nothing
about it and let it go thru though in their opinion it was over-weight.
The rate was as follows in July 1862:

Not over # oz. = % oz = 3/ oz.
By British Mail « Via Marseilles - 51¢ 57¢ $1,08

In other words, this was over % oz. but apparently not over 3/L oz., hence

it should have had postage of 51,08, Because it went by British Packet

from Beston our share according to the way Boston rated it, was 5¢ j_%rg_e_g_na_]‘,
hence the credit to Britain of 52¢, It is possible they had to pay France
for the over-weight provided she found 1t over 15 grammes., The rate Vis
Southampton was 45¢ per 2 ozs = 90¢ over 3 and not over 1 oz, It might have
been sent by that route because of the slight(") over-veight but there is mo
way to tell, When it was delivered to the addressee it was rated as over & ounce
and he was taxed 2 pence rather than 1 pence, Note the "l d" crossed out and
the red pencil "2," I am inclined to believe it was sent "V;g Southampton"
which took Zong and was stamped Insufficiently Paid to explain the delay in
transmission,s At any rate it is quite an interesting cover,

Thanks for the look,

With best wishes -
' Cordially yours,
(38-50)



(hampion Pants W
Momufacturing Co., Inc.

- SALES OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES
2> FORTY-NINE WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET + NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS, CHAPANTS, N. Y.

January 3lst, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft, Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

The enclosed stamp belongs to Mr. Edward Milliken. I never saw the curl
which appears on this stamp before, and neither did Morris Fortgang.

Would ask you to photograph it and make three prints and send them back to
me s0 I can give one to Morris and one to Mr, Milliken with the stamp. Would
appreciate anything you do at your earliest convenience,
Just to play it safe, because the stamp isn't mine, I am registering it for
$50,00, and would ask you to do the same in returning it., Please add the
cost of the postage to the price of the photos,
Kindest regards,
Sincerely,
J

N/
MORTIMER L., NEINKEN
MLN:HL
ENC,

P.S, Didn* have a card to mount this on in the office.




Feb, 2’ 1956.

" Mr, Mortimer L, Neinken,

L9 West 23rd Stop
New York 10, N,Y.

Dear Mort:
Herewith the 1¢ 1857 = IIIA = from Plate Elefen.

I am rather sure that I have a record of this curl inmy
Plate Eleven data and I will look it up later. I have

Quite a lot of data on "plate marks" from this plate which

I have never made public because so many ~re minor such as
this example, Of course, I have no record of the rlate
position because the plate has never been reconstructed,
How is a reconstruction possible if there is not sufficient
material? I made a photograph and I will send prints some-
time next week,

I haven't heard from Mr, Milliken for quite
some time, Give him my regards. ;

With best wishes ~
Yours ete.,

Copy to

!‘('emz)_mm
36=51



gas/)a'zs é‘ignoulli
1173 East 51st Strect
_'B'zoo/e’[yn 34, MN. (y

January 13, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook;

Thank you very much for your nice letter of
the 10th., I also wish to thank you for the
photographs you enclosed of the other two
Doaksville covers. One photograph I know is
of Mr Harts cover. The other I assume is
owned by an Arkansas collector.

I have just written to Mr. Hart offering to
remove my cover from its mounting for photo-
graphing if it is delaying his work in any
way., If I am not delaying his work, T shall
send you the cover after Fipex as I have
promised.,

Very best of wishes.

Regards,

P.S. How long will it take fo the photograph-
ing?



Jan, 19’ 19560

Mr, Gaspare Signorelli,
1173 East 5lst St,.,
Brooklyn 34, N.Ys

Dear Mr, Signorelli:

Re = yours of the 13th, The Arkansas
collector is my good friend Judge Harry J, Lemley
of Hope, Ark, = a Federal Judge, It has been stated
that the two stamps on the Lemley and Hart covers were
originally a pairy but I have never checked this
featufe but 1 do not doubt that it is true. If so,
the chances are that the stamp on your cover may have
been the third stamp in a strip of three, It would be
nice for all parties concerned to learn if this is
true, Any time you can arrange to send your cover to
me there would not be any delay, I would return it the
same day of receipt, :

Sincerely yours,



Jan, 26, 19560

Mr, Gaspare Signorelli,
1173 East 5lﬂt st.’

Broo’:l}’n 316, NOY.
Dear Mr, Signorelli:

Herevith I am returning your 10¢ 1847 Doaksville
cover with many thanks, I made a very pgood photograph of
it and later I will send you a print, At this writing I
have not had time to check the plating but I will report
to you later on this point, I will also send prints to
Judge Lemley and Mr, Hart,

I knew that my old and valued friend Dr, Chase
owned two of the Doaksville covers but evidently he was

not aware that there was a third one in existence from the
same correspondence,

I am enclosing cash to reimburse you for the
forwarding postage,

With sincere thanks =~

Cordially yours,



Feb, 2, 1956,

My, Gaspare Signorelli,
1173 East 51st St.,
Brodd,yn 3L, N.Y,

Dear Mr, Signorelli:

Herewith I am enclosing two prints -
one of your Doaksville cover = the other of the samp,
I plated the stamp as position 70L1,

May I again thank you for your kindness,

Sincerely yours,



Feh. 3, 1956,

Judge Harry J. Lemley,

 Dear Judge:

Here are two photo prints of the
Signorelli cover, one of the cover and one of the
stamp, which please accept with my compliments, I
plated the stamp as position J0Ll on the plate, but
I have been so bugy I have not had time to plate
the stamps on your cover or the one on Mr, Hart's
cover, I believe the photo of the cover is better
locking than the cover itself as the paper of the
latter is a very dark brown, the szme as yours,

Please don't bother to acknowledge receipt
of these. .

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,



gai/za'zs éignoulli
1173 East 51st Strest
Bzoo/a)[yn 34, MN. (_lj

January 23, 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 rt Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Mr, Ashbrook;

Many thanks for your letter of the 19th, it was nice to
hesar from vou again, The following comments appears on
the original container that held my cover when I obtain-
ed it, The remarks were written by its previous owner,
Dr Carroll Chase whom I am sure you are familiar with.

n"Doakesville Ark., June 20, 1850, Choctaw Nation,

Indian Territory, 10¢ 1847, pen cancelled. (Makes a pair
with the stamp on the other cover,)
But 3, I0¢ 18L7's are known used on territorys, these
two and an Oregon cover used during he 1851 period.
Official records show that a few L7 stamps were sent to
this town., A great rarity. "

That part of Dr Chase's remark which I underlined,
indicates that he owned another Doaksville cover which
he cl=-ims the stamp makes a pair with the one affixed
to my cover. From the photograph of Mr Harts cover, it
seems that the piece that is missing from the lower
left of mv stamp is still on the lower right of Mr
Harts stamp., I may be wrong for it is difficult to tell
from the photograph., If I am incorrect won't you please
advise me so?

I am enclosing herewith my Doaksville cover for photo-
graphing, You may remove it from its transparent contain-
. er if vou wish and if you wish to hold it for a few days
S for study, by all means do so. I hope a photograph of
the cover reaches Mr, Hart and one to Judge Lemley.

Thank you for your interest and very best wishes,

Regards,




N C.S.A.
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Jark E. Molesmnrih
Philatelic Dedler and Broker

102 Beacon Street
Roston 16, Muassachusetts

February 1, 19%6.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan,

This letter was originally motivated by the enclosed cover which shows
two 10¢ 1856's tied on cover together with a 1¢ 1851, presumably paying a
21¢ rate to France in June of 1857. However, in attempting to justify this
rate with other covers in stock I came up with further questions concerning
the other covers so am enclosing six covers on which I would greatly appreci-

ate the following informations (RT'. (oo RJJG«‘ ?

1) 21¢ rate to France - looks fishy to me - what is your opinion and
what were rates to France in June of 18577

2) #11 single and #17 pair paying 27¢ rate to Switzerland? Odd rate
but looks okay, your comments appreciate, plus signature on reverse
if okay as I believe it to be,

=

3) #7, 14 pair, 3¢ envelope paying 24¢ rate to France in June of 1857.
Believe this okay but would appreciate your comments as to rates
and signature on the reverse.

4) Single #37 on cover with red New York 19 postmark and two singles on
another cover with same red 19 postmark. Why the "19" on both when
one has twice the rate of the other?

5) Three 5¢ 1857's paying 15¢ rate to France with New York "6" in reds
On the 15¢ rate what is the basis for the red "6" credit and also the
basis for a red 3 credit which I frequently see on the same rate?

Your comments on the above questions will be greatly appreciated and I'm
sure quite educational for me., Please advise your fee and I shall remit as
usual.

A Canadian contact of mine indicated that quite a few of the more knowledg-
able collectors there had cast some doubt on the authenticity of the 1847 covers
in the Caspary sale which were used from Canada., I am curious as to whether you
have examined them yourself or have heard any such depeogatory comments. I did
not examine them very carefully before the sale but based on my%E%ﬁﬁ&nation had
no reason to question them.,

Jack "'E. Molesworth

JEN/vE
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Febo h, 1956.

NO B}@clc‘
© White

lh'. Jack Eo mesworth, P
102 Beacon St., bO Fo O
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Yours of the lst received with the various covers which I am returning herewith,
Here are some comments =

21¢ rate to France from Springfield, Mass., in May 1857, This cover is perfectly
good, but the person who sent it was uninformed re - the proper rate and overpaid it
by 6¢. The reason was that prior to April 1, 1857, the rate by Amer, Pkt to France
Via England was 21¢ (5¢ U.S.Inland plus 16¢ sea, with balance of postage due in France),
On Apr. 1, 1857, the U.,S.=French Postal Treaty went into effect, fixing the rate to
France at 15¢ per oz, This letter was forwarded under the terms of that Treaty and
it did not weigh over # oz., hence was overpaid 6¢., The addressor was apparently un—
informed about the correct rate., The New York postmark shows a credit to France of 6¢
which is correct, The sailing days for "Amer, Pkts" was Saturday. In 1857 May 16 fell

on Saturday. Se@ AG3+ 3 -4,

Cover to Paris, France - 15¢ Rate - From New York Dec. 15, 1860 (this was Satur-
day). Three (3) 5¢ i857 Type II Brown. HNew York p.m, shows 6¢ credit, same as above
cover, This letter went Amer. Pkt to France Via England -~ in the same class as above,

The small French postmark is not legible but it is the same as the one on the above
cover with "ET, UNIS SERV = AM, AsC." See Aci3 - 5

Agein re = the "6" or 6¢ credit., The Treaty rate was 15¢ per + oz. The
division was:
3¢ U. S, Internal
3¢ French Internal
3¢ Channel = England to France
6¢ Atlantic crossing (sea)

If a British Cunard carried the letter from the U, S., the credit to France was 12¢,
Our share only 3¢, If an Am Pkt carried the letter to England the credit to France was:
3¢ Channel
i% French Internal

If a French PEt carried the letter to France the credit was 12¢ - our share being only
the 3¢ U,S, Internal, If a U, S, Packet carried the letter direct to France = our share
wasg 12¢ = the credit to France, her int of 3¢, All v simple, If a letter was
sent unpaid black debits were applied in accordance to each country's share, Again

all very simple.

Paid to Paris - 3¢ 1853 U,S. envelope = from Portsmouth, Va, May 13, 1857,
Another case of overpayment by 9¢. Note the French marking with SERV BR, In other
words, by a British Cunard ship from New York on Wednesday May 27, 1857, Our only
share of the 15¢ rate was 3¢, hence a 12¢ credit to France, Bear in mind that we
credited France and France paid Britain for transmitting the letter from New York to

Calaise See. A92~ £-7



#2¢ Mr, Jack B. Molesworth = Feb, 4, 1956.

27¢ to Switzerland in 1857, This was the correct rate by this routd, via:
"By Bremen or Hamburg mail'e 27¢ per. 4 oz. I cannot make out the town in Chio but
the New York pem. is July 11 (1857) by "UsS.Pkt." This was Saturday, (as above),
The cover is genuine and I have signed it on the back. See Aq3~ § =5

1860 single on cover, Correct 24¢ per & oz, rate to G,B. in July 1861,
Originated at Nassau = Brought to New York "OSTM' - (outside the mail) and posted
there = By British Packet - Correct credit of 19¢ per  oze S5€€ Aq3+10©

Two 24¢ 1860 on cover to Dublin in June - July 1860, By British Packet, Credit
appears to be "19" game as above. The only explanation is that the sender thought
the letter was over % oZ., hence required two rates, but the New York Post Office
found the letter was not over % oz,, hence credited G.B., the single rate credit of

19¢. dee Ag2 -1
Re - the last paragraph of your letter, It would depend on who expressed the

opinion and to which cover he referred. We do have some real students in Canada and
gsome who think they know all the answers but are only kidding themselves.

Note my remarks on some of the covers in my February Service., Ask your friend
to be specific and I am sure I can come up with the answer, I have made a very thorough
study of this subject, = * g

I have signed two covers for you and have expressed opinions on the others (not
signed) so I am charging you a fee of 10,00,

With regards =

-

Sincerely yours,

PySe==One more word - I note the last line of your letter - "but based on my casual
%ﬂﬁim had no reason to cquestion them," I would glady bet ten to one you are
r .

SeBels
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—I15¢

SENT TO \
Mes C.Dova . Hanus
STREET AND NO. ﬂ,

e # 5 erwicle
CITY AND STATE

Fenna

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,
return receipt, to whom when, and address
check which and when where delivered

delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955




1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional)
2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee. \
3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the

gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and ¥
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. #
4, If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number ¢
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at- | %
tach it to the back of the letter. "o
5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. P

¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



Feb. l;, 1956.

Mrs.‘C. Dora J, Hanus,
ReDs 71y
Berwick, Pa,
Dear Mrs, Hanus:

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the lst with check for

$27.,50, Herewith is the 5¢ 1857 cover to Spain, which I have signed on the
back as genuine in every way., Perhaps in examining similar covers you have
wondered about the Spanish postmark on the back, which reads, "ESPANA - 17 JUN -
60 = LA JUNQUERA," Mail such as this with 5¢ payments had postage due from the

ressee from the U, S, frontier to destination, The 5¢ payment was the "5¢
internal"charge as provided in the U,S5,=British Postal Treaty. It was not a
U, S, domestiec or what has been called a Shore to Ship rate, The proper term is
the "U, S, Internal," Such mail went in the "open mail" by British packet to
Liverpool; thende to london, There it was put into sealed bags and sent to
Calais and thru France by rail to Spain, at the border way up in the N,E, section
of Spain in the small border town of "LA JUNQUERA" (Hoon-Ka=Ra), Here the bags
were opened, the mail postmarked and rated, as per the within cover and then
forwarded to Spanish destinations, The small town of La Junquera is some 28 miles
N,E. of Gerona, a city of about 18,000 in the Spanish district of the same name,

The enclosed cover shows New York June 12 (1860), This was Tuesday,
which means that this letter was sent up to Boston for the sailing from that port
on Wednesday, June 13, 1860, by a British Mail Steamship of the Cunard Line, It
was despatched from London on June 25 = passed thru Lg Junquera on the 27th and
reached its destination on the 28th, Of course, this cover originated at New
Orleans on June 5, 1860, so it was three weeks and two days making the trip.

In the recent Caspary sale was a very marvelous cover to Spain with a
90¢ 1960, I am sending you a photograph of this item which sold for the tidy
little sum of $10,500,00, .

I am also sending you a sample copy of my Special Service for February
which contains a complete description of this 90¢ 1860 cover. This cover also
had the postmark of La Junquera,

My Special Service is issued monthly to a esmall group of advanced
collectors, who are interested in facts regarding fine items in their collections,
The subseription price is $100,00 per annum,

Mrs, Ashbrook joins me in sincere thanks for your kind invitation to
have dimner with Mr, Hanus and you during Fipex, but I regret to state that because
of my health I will not be able to attend the Show, I have a heart condition that
is not at all serious but it means that I am perfectly OK as long as I take it
easy and avoid over-exertion = late hours - excitement, etc., ete, Again many
thanks and we wish you to know how much we appreciate your kindness,

Sincerely yours,
(38-53)



_Feb. 5,. 1956.

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive Street,
S5t. Louis 1, Mo,

Dear Mr, Pope:

In the recent Caspary sale, Lot 704 was a 5¢ 1857 Type II, O.B,
on cover to Spain. Perhaps in examining similar covers you have wondered
about the Spanish postmark on the back, which reads, "ESPANA - DATE - :

LA JUNQUERA." Mail such as this with 5¢ payments had postage due from the
addressee from the U, S, frontier to destination. The 5¢ payment was the
"5¢ internal" charge as provided in the U,S,=British Postal Treay. It was
not a U, 5, domestie or what has been called a "Shore to Ship" rate, The
proper térm is the "U, &, Internal," Such mail went in the "open mail" by
British packet to Liverpool, thence to London, There it was put into sealed
bags and sent to Calais and thru France by rail to Spain, At the border way
up in the N,E, section of Spain in the small border town of "LA JUNQUERA"
(Hoon-Ka=Ra)., Here the bags were opened, the mail postmarked and rated, as
per the Caspary cover and then forwarded to Spanish destinations, The small
. town of La Junquera is some 28 miles N,E, of CGerona, a city of about 18,000
in the Spanish district of the same name,

; I have before me a similar cover which shows New York g_g%g_%
(1860), This was Tuesday, which means that this letter was sent up to Boston
for the sailing from that port on Wednesday, June 13, 1860, by a British Mail
Steamship of the Cunard Line., It was despatched from London on June 25 =
passed thru La Junquera on the 27th and reached its destination on the 28th.
This cover originated at New Orleans on June 5, 1860, so it was three weeks
and two days making the trip. '

I thought the above would be of interest to you,
With regards -
Cordially yours,



Feb, 5, 19560

Mr, John D, Pope, III,
Ste Louis 1, Mo,

Dear lr., Pope:

In the recent Caspary sale, Lot 704 was a 5¢ 1857 Type II, 0,B,
on cover to Spain, Perhaps in examining similar covers you have wondered
about the Spanish postmark on the back, which reads, "ESPANA = DATE -

As" Mail such as this with 5¢ payments had postage due from the
addressee from the U, S, frontier to destination. The 5¢ payment was the
"5¢ internal" charge as provided in the U,S.=British Postal Treay. It was
not a U, S, domestic or what has been called a "Shore to Ship" rate, The
proper térm is the "y_,_r_P_,_éo%@m." Such mail went in the "open mail" by
British packet to Live s thence to London, There it was put into sealed
bags and sent to Calais and thru France by rail to Spain, At the border way
up in the N,E, section of Spain in the small border town of "LA JUNQUERA"
(Hoon-Ka=-Ra). Here the bags were opened, the mail postmarked and rated, as
per the Caspary cover and then forwarded to Spanish destinations, The small
town of La Junquera is some 28 miles N,E, of Gerona, a city of about 18,
in the Spanish district of the same name,

* I have before me a similar cover which shows New York %
(1€60), This was Tuesday, which means that this letter was sent up ton
for the sailing from that port on Wednesday, June 13, 1860, by a British Mail
Steamship of the Cunard Line, It was despatched from London on June 25 -
passed thru La Junquera on the 27th and reached its destination on the 28th,.
This cover originated at New Orleans on June 5, 1860, so it was three weeks
and two days making the trip. s ’

I thought the above would be of interest to you.
With regards -

Cordially yours,



Mr. JOHN D. FOPE, Il
818 Olive Street
ST. LOUIS 1, MO,

M%f%

in examining similar covers you have

the back, which reads, "ESPANA - q -DATE —
_ W 5¢ payments had postage due from

ac see rrcm the U, S, frontier to destination, The 5¢ payment was the "5¢
internal"charge as provided in the U.S.-Br:lt:lsh Postal Treaty. It was not a

U, S, domestic or what has been called a"Shore to Ship”rate, The proper term is
the "U, S o Such mail went in the "open mail" by British packet to
: orp—g-of, thende to london, There it was put into sealed bags and sent to
. Calais and thru France by rail to Spainy At the border way up in the N,E, sectd
~of Spain in the small border town of "LA JUNGUERA" (Hoon-Ka~Ra), Here the baghh (4
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on Wednesday, June 13, 1260, by a British Mail Steamship of the Cunard Line, It
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Feb. 5, 1956,

Dre W. Scott Poland,
Albert Bldg.,
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

I have yours of the 3lst and may I add it was nice to hear
from you, I trust that you have been in good health and that all goes
well with you and yours,

Herewith I return your 3¢ 1861 cover which I dou't was an

- attempt to prepay a delivery fee because I doubt if Westfield, Mass, had

a Carrier delivery system in Uanuary of 1£62, My guess is thot the

sender wanted to be sure that this letter reached the New York P,0, so

he may have put on a Boyd stamp in addition to the 1¢ 1861, We do not
know the origin of the letter - Do you not suprose it was from some place
with payment to Boyd to put the letter in a U, S, box for carriage to the

. NoY, P,0, or a branch? It is pure guess-work to try and figure out a queer
thing like this but I cannot believe it had amything to do with a prepay of
a delivery fee though the female who mailed the letter may have had such a
purpose in mind, Perhaps the lady at first intended to have Boyd transmit
the letter to the P,0,, then changed her mind and put on the 1¢ %6l and

dropped it in a lamp-post box.

How about the address - Ross, Calif,? Do you wiﬁx me to make
any change? ks

With best wishes =
Cordially yours,

€38"5lo)
A93~-14,)



‘JOHN KINNER AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

OFFICE AND WAREHOUSE - PARK AVENUE

RHONES 6-4691

ESTABLISHED 1922

-‘

 General Contractons

6-4692

. RESIDENCE PHONE 6-4115

119 Thurston Avé,m
Ithaca, New York.
January 25,1956

Mr,Stanley B.Ashbrook,
Fort 7howas,
Kentucky.

Dear Mr,Ashbrook:-

Seems like every year or two I have to ask your
opinion so I guess it is about time again.

Enclosed are two covers that I would like to have
your expert opinion on largely for my piece of mind for I am
not a dealer and it is not my purpose at least for the present
of selling them, If you will recall you helped me out on some
1¢ blues of 1851 & 1857- which I appreciate.

Al]l you have to say whether or not in your opinion
the 3¢ 1851 on cover with Chicago,I1l postmark is one of the
1851 - 3¢ WITH THE UNOFFICIAL PERFORATIONS 12%. I feel very sure
that it is — but would To have someone who knows say that it is
(provided such is the case,)

The other cover with a Bisect of the 2¢ 1862 BLACKJACK
with very nice San Francisco, California Postmark I am not so sure
of even tho the open curcular rate was 1¢ at the time (I believe)
and the Postmark cancellation looks OK and ties on the stamp
beautifully. Here again,I feel that it is O,K.but not with quite
the same assurance.

I suppose that circulars (open) were sent EAST from
San Francisco during the 1860's and possibly the Post Office had
no 1¢ stamps at the moment(for deliveries were uncertain)or maybe
the sender had some 2¢ stamps and being a Scotchman simply cut
one in two to mail the circular.

I 2lso have a 12¢ Bisect of the 1851 Issue from
Sacremento City,Californim on piece which I am very sure is OK and
its postmark is the same size and with the exception of the names
of the cities looks very much like it, I don't suppose that 2¢
Bisect Blackjacks from California on cover are at all common,

Enclosed is a self address envelope with postage for
return to me, If there is any charge please let me know, With my
kindest regards,I am,

Sincerely yQurs, A@
James CoAyery, Haj

POST OFFICE BOX ;jb-c‘émme, NEW YORK

US Rete.



Feb, 5, 1956,

Major James C. Avery,
119 Thurston Ave,,
Tthaca, N.Y,

Dear Major:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 25th,postmarked
Feb. 2nd,

I have removed the 3¢ cover from the covering in which you had
it sealed because I believe that damage is liable to occur when a stamp
or cover is sealed up in this manner and no air is permitted to circulate.
In time I believe the stamp on this cover would start to fade,

Regarding the Chicago cover, I gave this a casual examinatfon
and am disposed to believe that it is genuine, In fact, I note no evidence
to the contrary. If I made a thorough examinstion and signed it on the back
I would charge you a fee of $5,00,

Regarding your 2¢ B.J. cover, I regret to inform you that this
is a fake, I first discovered one of these fakes back in 1937 and ever since
then others have turned up. I enclose three photo prints which please return
to me. The faker never changed the date as all I have seen were "MAR 23,"
When a crook turns out such things one wonders why he made a fan Francisco
type such as was never used out there, Why did he not imitate a regular type?
It would not have cost any more. Too bad we cannot locate all such crooks and
hang them, I am after them all the time and the enclosed will give you some
idea how they fight back at me,

With kindest regards =
Sincerely yours,
(38=55)



RAYMOND LAWRENCE A.P.S. 17E36

AMERICAN STAMP
BRITISH DEPARTMENT

DEALERS ASSOCIATION

_ROBERT GRAVES, A.B., A.P.S. 13554 STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
HENRY LESCH A.P.S. 23580 AMERICAN PHILATELIC

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT SOCIETY
6727 HoLLywooo BLvo.
"HOLLYWOOD’S OLDEST STAMP STORE” &
HOELYWOOD
GRaniTE 2078
. CALIFORNIA

23rd, Jan. 1956.

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0®. Box 31

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook.

Thank you very much for your most explanatory letter.
It's a thousand pities those stamps had to be cut into at the top but
there it is.

I enclose cheque for $4+.00, I trust that is correct.

I am,
Yours truly,

"
e 7 =
Vit ot ""\’Hl‘j/‘/“ddb )
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Jano 19, 19560

Lawrence and Craves,

6727 Hollywood Boulevard,
Hollywood 28, Calif,

Gentdemens:

Herewith I am returning the cover with the H,S, of three of
the U, S, One Cent of 1851 as per yours of the 13th, I am pleased to
inform you that the right-hand stamp in this strip is the 7R1lE = which
position furnished the only Type I imperforaté One Cent 1851, The
other two stamps come from positions 5R1E - 6F1E = both positions being
Type IBs Your strip is badly eut off at top, hence these are not types
that are but rather types that were., For example, the proper classification
for the JRIE in this strip is as follows:

‘"This was Type I from Plate position before the cut at top

%Yo_‘w the type." The same description applies to the other two ctamps

the strip = thus - "This was a Type IB before the cut at top destroyed tha
type." Any stamp to be the Type I must show the complete design as it existed
on the plate, that is, on which had the die design, Thus a stamp
can come from position and not be a Type I, Something that was cannot be
something that is, A stamp from 7R1E showing the gg_d_o_%;mg a Type I, one
that has all the top of the design cut away was a Type, but is not a Type I,
Have I been explicit?

I have endorsed the cover on the back in accordance with the above.
My fee for this authentication is $5,00 and I have given you credit for £1,00,

Sincerely yours,



RAYMOND LAWRENCE A.P.5. 17836
BRITISH DEPARTMENT

AMERICAN STAMP
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

'RDBER‘I’ GRAVES, A.B., A.P.5. 13654 STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION
UNITED STATEE DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
HENRY LESCH A.P.S. 23980 AMERICAN PHILATELIC

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT SOCIETY

"HOLLYWOOD'S OLDEST STAMP STORE”

727 HoLLywooo Burvo.
GRaniTE 2078
. CALIFORNIA

13th. Jan. 1956.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir.

ta

I am etking the liberty of sending you the enclosed cover and
asking you if you will be so very kind as to identify the types and
give me a rough idea of what the whole thing might be worth. My personal
knowledge of this stamp is limited indeed and I can't find anyone around
here who is willing to do more than make a vague guess. Unfortunately
the stamps are considerably cut into at the top but the strike is so
beautiful, and you will notice that the letter is dated March 1852 which
may, or may not, have some significance.

Herewith a dollar bill to cover the return postage and if you
will please let me know the amount of your fee I will remit immediately.

I am,
Yours truly,

P

e ’ /,, n
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L. B. CHAPMAN

Stamps - Coins

107% SOUTH BRAND BOULEVARD

4 GLENDALE 4, CALIFORNIA
Cltrus 2-1211

12 January 1956

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Philatelist,
‘Ft, Thomas,Kentucky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook,

I have a strip of 3 of the Icent blue
US.which I think is No. 19,but these are a bit too involved
b J ’

for me,and I have been wishing that an expert could

at it.

look

Will you make an examination of it,and

a report? \nd what is your charge? Since you are the author
of a very famous book on this issue,I feel you would knon
all about this and could set me straight,

Please advise,and I811 send you the strip.

®

A. N. A. No. 11760
P. S. S. No. 2133
B. l. A.No, 2317
U. P. S, §. No. 299



Jan, 19’ 19560

Mr. L, B, Chapman,
South Brand Boulevard,
Glendale 4, Calif,

Dear Mr, Chapman:

Replying to yours of the 12th, if you
merely wish to know the type of your strip of the
One Cent of 1851, there will not be a fee, If,
howevery there is anything umusual or rare; there
will be a fee but it would be modest and one that
I am sure you would be pleased to paye.

I suggest that you include return regis—
tered postages

\

Sincerely yours,



L. B. CHAPMAN

Stamps - Coins

107% SOUTH BRAND BOULEVARD

' GLENDALE 4, CALIFORNIA
Clrrus 2-1211

23k S nary 19356

M S 1 \
MmrI . JLaniey De ASNDTITOoOK
P.0Box. 31,
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i3 N, At, 1Thom \'venue,
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i E] r 1
) r : Ashbrook

Thanks for youlx letter,ans, mine of
recent date re, strip of 3, one centl857,which I would
you to identify, etc,

I enclose check for $

of postage,etc. and possibly yvour fee.

advise and I will reimburse you.

I would like to hav you give 1 n
opinion on this strip,also enclosed,as to its identification
I studied it for a long time,and it seems to me that it
Should be Type I,or La,for while the little balls under
the lower scrolls do not show plainly,there scems to be
in indication that they are there,something like this.

Ars gubder SRyt Bt ¢onTred

vher the balls are missing,as in Type 1II,the ribbon seems to
is strip,there is a further spot of color under
)ssibl the balls,partially cut away, Am I
Thanks,anyhow,I1'11 appreciate 1! ing you

look at these,and zet your advise.

A. N. A, No. 11760
P. S. S, No. 2133
B. L. A. Ne. 2317
U. P. §. S. No. 299




Jan, 27, 1956,

Mre L, Be Chapman,
1074 South Brand Boulevard,
G’Olmale A, C&llf.

Dear My, Chapmant

I am herewith retwming the 1¢ 1857, H,S5. of three,
as per yours of the 23rd, gwh stamp in the strip is a Type I1IIA,
that isy top line broken, bottom line not broken, side ornaments
complete,

This strip comes from [date 4, and from the 6th row of
that plate, aad stamps { rom this particular row are illustrated
and fully described in Volume Cne of my two-volume study of the
types and plates of the 1¢ 1851-1857, Perhaps you have seen or
heard of this book which has been out of print for & number of
years, :

It is well to remember that a Type I gtamp must have the
original design complete as it was on the original die, A Type IA
is incomplete at the tof ~ the same as this etrip - but with design
ecomplete at bottom, A Type IB is similar to Type I but eertain
minor parts of the bebtom part of the design are not complete, The
stamps in your strip have only slight traces of the Type I dedign at
the bottom - go incomplete there is no relation to the Type I,

I am returning to you $3400 in cash as my fee for this
examination is only $3,00 including return postage, :

Sincerely yours,



—

. f

31 Harrison Ave,,
Rensselser, N.Y,,
Jamuary 19th, 1956,

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook,
Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky,

Dear Mr, Ashbrooks

I have a folded letter written in
Cape Palmas, West Africa. Markings on the face ghows
60cts in ms, 65 stamped, via England in ms, Black
circle Br, Packet. 3¢ 51 stamp & about 1/3rd of another,
cancelled with a black grill, not tied, The stamp partly
covers, due 5¢ in green mse. , also various other Foreign

Markings.

I would like very much to send you the cowver as I beleive
the stamp was used as a biscet, and get your opinion on
it.

Thanking you in adwance and with best wishes,
Singerly yours,

J; H, Wall,



CERTIFIED MAIL
N? 9479351

.............

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
PoOo Box ,1’
Fort Thomas, Ky.




31 Harrison Ave,,
Rensselaer, N.Y.,
Jamaary 26th, 1956,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

P.0, Box 31,

Port Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:
' Thank you for your nice letter and am enclosing the cover, I purchased
a lot of this Missionary Correspondence from a Doctor,which I don't think was a Collector.
Have a 3¢ 51=3c 57 Collection and kept this for myself. However it has always interested
me and I wrote the good Doctor (Philatelicly) in New Hampshire and he suggested I write
youes And so here comes the cover, for your look-sse,

With begt regards,

&




5MM 7-54 ARB NYCS

(Printed in U. S, A) HR-2
Revised
COMBINATION
HOME ROUTE CARD
AND EMPTY CAR BILL
Part 1
INITIAL NUMBER KIND

HOME ROUTE INFORMATION

(Form HR-2 Revised (Parts 1 and 2) MUST be prepared
on all loaded cars, also empty cars on orders, received from
connecting lines, except:

Private Line Tank Cars—any mark; Live Poultry Cars
—any mark; System Cars marked B&A, CCC&StL, MC,
NOR, NYC, P&E; also cars marked P&LE, PMcK&Y,
B&O, Erie and PRR.)

Part 2

STATION DATE

ROAD
REC'D FROM

(@

On arrival at destination or junction point where
delivered to connecting line, if road received from
(Item a) is not proper route under Car Service Rules
secure proper route in usual manner and insert in-
formation in Item (b) crossing out Item (a).

ROAD STATION AUTHORITY

(b)

EMPTY CAR BILL
(Form HR-2 Revised (Parts 1 and 3) MUST be prepared
for all empty car movements on Foreign, System and Private
Line Cars, except Tank and Live Poultry Cars.)

Part 3
EMPTY CAR MOVEMENT
DESTINATION ' FOR
FROM DATE

AUTHORITY OR ORDER NO.
EMPTY CAR MOVEMENT

DESTINATION FOR
FROM DATE.
AUTHORITY OR ORDER NO

EMPTY CAR MOVEMENT

DESTINATION FOR
FROM DATE
AUTHORITY OR ORDER NO

EMPTY CAR MOVEMENT

DESTINATION FOR
FROM DATE
AUTHORITY OR ORDER NO

When spaces for empty movements have all been 1
transfer home route information to new card and des
old card.

For complete instructions on handling empty cars
Booklet NYCS MFT-110A.

APPLY.YARD STAMPS ON BACK




>

Jdane 22, 1956,

m’ . J. H' w&ll,
31 Harrison Aveay
Renselaer, NI,

Dear Mr, YWall:

I have ycurs of the 19th. I believe your
letter states that you have a folded letter "written
Cape Palmas - West Africa Via Ingland and I suppose
to the UeSe = If so I wonder why it would have U,S,
stamps? I am wondering if you meant the F,lL, was from
the U,54 Lo West Africa?

If your cover is genmuine and has real value
I would charge you a fee of 15,00, If there is anything
fraudulent about it I will not meke any charge provided
you enclose return registered postage, ;

Sin erely yours,



N¢ 511349

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

L HWo)

CITY AND

’Refﬁﬁplaeh A

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to wh 2

return receipt, to whom when, and addreiss’

check which and when where delivered
delivered

POSTMARK

STREETANDNO H')rr‘ éon Av& }* .V::...m ¢ :

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955



Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.
If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number

-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Jan, 31, 1956.

Mr. J. H, Wall,
31 Harrison Ave.,
Rensselaer, N,Y.

Dear Mr, Hall:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the 26th,
I can absolutely assure you that the 3¢ 1851 stamp on
this cover has no significance whatsoever, Fvidently
someone put this stamp and a piece of another on this
old folded letter, I feel sure it was not there at
the time the letter was mailed or received, This was a
stampless letter sent unpaid with 65¢ due from the ad=
dressee, The official rate from the West Coast of
Africa in 1853 was 65¢ per 3 ounce, It was carried
by British mail to England, thence to New York, It
never entered the U, S, mail until it reached New York
and that office never used a blue grid to cancel any
of our stamps,

There is no fee for the above,

Sincerely yours,



(Priuted in U 8.4.)

NEW/ ﬁﬁé/é(féﬁ/ /R KA AR

31 Harrison Aveo,

Rengselaer, N.Y.
February 7£h, 1956.

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,

P.O. BOx 31,
Ft. ,Thoms, Ky.

Dear MNr. Thomess
I would like very much to take this means to
thank you for your trouble in looking over my cover, And am
in hopes that sometime I maybe of some assistance to you.
Sipgerly ypurs,

Nycs
G-19



Paul P. Cg'zéatop/z’u

42 (ya['c a4v£nu.z
Wakefield, Mass.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Fort Thomas
Fort Thomas, Ky.
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Feb. 7’ 19560

Mﬂ D, N, Melnroy,
) 16003 ~ 15th Ave.s S.W.s
Sgattle 66, liash,

Dear Mr, MeInroy:

I have your two letters of the lst and 3rd, the latter with the
three 10¢ green and the 5¢ 1847, Thanks very muelf for your check for $5.00
account of the 10¢ 1847 pair,

No doubt by this time you have received the prides of the sale

and also copy of my Special Service for February with a partial write-up,
Of course, the prices were fantastie but this was a big name collection and
naturally there was strong competition for the extraordinary items and this
made buyers also run amuck on many rather ordinary items, In a sale such as
this - a big name sale - buyers for some reason or other will pay ten times or
: etfen more than what they would pay for the same item at private sale. To some
: this might appear that the auction route is the best way to sell a collection,
" It is if you are a Caspary but it is not if you are just ancther John Smith

with a twentyefive thousand dellar collection, In such an unknown name sale

a seller can take a terrific beating and generally does unless every item is

super superb,

We hear so much about the tremendous prices at the Caspary sale and
personally, I believe such publicity is bad for the avocation and especially
for dealers, What would the buying public think if any dealer put such prices
on the material he had to offer?

We are hopins the worst of our winter is over, Al% the snow has dis= -

( appeared and at noon today we had a elear sky with bright sunshine and a temper-
- ature of 40, Naturally at this time of the year anything can happen over-night
X but we are hoping the spring is not far removed.

I am making a very careful examination of your three 10¢ and will
report later., My preliminary examination indicates all are genuine, Your
5¢ '7 is an ink variety., It is not consistent,

With regards -
Cordially yours,



Edward B Muspy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 7th, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

Here | come again for some help with my
philatelic problems.

| just recently bought a cover addressed
to James Stuart, Fort Owen, Flat Head County, Washington
Territory, via Walla Walla, W.T. This cover has a |0¢ green
Scott's number 58 affixed also the cover is postmarked Mount-
ain City, Colorado Téerritory, dated November 11, 1861.

My problem is this, why the |0 cent rate?
The cover had to go by express companies but wouldn't the
rate still be three cents as the distance to be carried was
under 3000 miles.

Another thing, this is the only territorial
cover that | have ever seen franked with Scott's number 58.
It is true that doesn't mean too much as the only territorial
covers that | have studied have been Colorado Territorial
covers. How would you class the use of this stamp as to rarity
on territorial covers?

Any information that you can give me will be
appreciated so that | can give this cover the proper write-up.

Sincerely,

Ehvad B

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.)




&

Peb. 9. 1956.

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret'd)
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9‘ Tmﬁ.

Dear Colonel:

Replying to yours of the 7th, I am re-
luctant to express an opinion on a cover sight-unseen
but your cuery scems to be - Why the 10¢ rate,

The rate was 10¢ from points East of the
Rocky Mountains to points West of the mountains and the
rate was in effect until June 30, 1263 inclusive,

If you would care for me to give the
cover an examinatior I will be glad to do so.

Sincerely yours,
(3e-61)
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED M im

LF. Cgol Edw- B. Murbkv

STREET AN

353 Hull Tep Rl

POSTMARK
OR DATE

L&

CITY AND STATE Z)? o G
0 R H (9) Te | & 'S
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to who; (o))
return receipt, to whom when, and addressg”,
check which 5n;1 whedn where delivered oA t} 4
elivere - 2
ﬁ"? G

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:
15-cent certified mail fee
First-class or airmail postage
Either return receipt fee (optional)
Special-delivery fee (optional) .

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed .stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, sttck the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. b

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number‘
‘and your name and address on a return receipt card and at- -
tach it to the back of the letter. .

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make i
X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING ornc&xw



Feb, 15, 1956,

Lt. Col, Edw, B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9, Texas.

Dear Coloriel Murphy:

Herewith I am returning your cover from Mountain City C.T.
to Fort Owen W,T. in November of 1861,

The 10¢ Type I (#38) stamp is not tied to the covef, hence
there is no proof that it was actually used on this cover, However, I am
of the opinion it was,

I note that I made a very silly error in my letter of the 9th,
The fact is that the Act of Congress of Feb. 27, 1861 Sec, 1, modified the
Act of March 3, 1855 that required a 10¢ rate of postage on letters conveyed
in the mail from any point east of the Fockey Mountains to any state or
territory on the Pacifi%and vice versa, My apologies for my statement,

I note your cover is postmarked Nov. 11, 1861, I really do not
know what route this piece of mail traveled, I note it is your impression it
was transmitted by an express company, but there is no evidence of this and it
would seem rather unmusual to me if a letter deposited in the U,S, Mail would
later be entrusted to some private company for transmission, Inasmuch as the
lawful rate was 3¢ in November it does seem odd that 10¢ was paid on this letter,
However, it is possible the addressor was not posted on the 3¢ rate,

Because the rate is wrong and bBsause there is no evidence that the
stamp was actually used on this cover I do not believe anyone could certify that
this cover is genuine, though as I stated, it could be,

With regards =

Sincercly yours,

(38-61)

L
L § .
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RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO, —

Lt.(ol. Edw. B. ML]V bby

STREET AND NO. Een DY Rt =87
3736 Hill Tep Road .

CITY AND STATE vw
Fout Wovth (9) Jexas

If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whom,

return receipt, to whom when, and address

check which ;:;;iv:,rhe? where delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr. 1955
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,
and present the letter to a postal employee.
If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1



&S B 3 g Fé ’ Edvard B Murphy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD

e FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 20, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have looked at several books, yours
included, but can't find a postmark just like the one on
the enclosed cover. No doubt it is very common, but there is
several things | don't understand about the markings.

Somewhere | have read that ship in the
marking indicates the cover was brought into New York, either
from abroad or another seaport by a Captain of a non-mail
carrying vessel and was depositied by him at the post office
for which service he received two cents. What | don't under-
stand, did the post office apply the post mark and the "Due
2" marking. |f the post office did, why would they put a
due 2 on the cover?

Please straighten me out on this matter.
Sincerely,

L

Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret.)



(3% "'6 l Edward B Musphy

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 20, 1956

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| want you to know that | appreciate your
help in solving some of my philatelic problems.

Back in 1949 | carried on a |ittle correspon-
dence with Mr. Charles H., Greiner about the cover we have been corres-
ponding about. Mr. Greiner died several years ago and | lost track of
the cover.

| picked the cover up in Robert A. Siegel's
sale February Ist. 1956,

| had never seen the cover until | bought it
but couldn't understand the ten cent rate as all the covers that | have
seen from Mountain City were either stampless or had three cent: stamps
affixed., | assume the cover was genuine because | had other covers
(one enclosed) which had the same kind of killer on the stamps and
several of them do not have the stamps tied the same as the ten cent cover.
All the covers that have this type lo;;er are dated in 1862, | believe
all my covers are genuine as they are tied in with small lots of corres-

pondence and Dr. Chase is of the same opinion.

| wrote Mr. Earl| Antrim,who had an article in
the American Philatelist, dated April 1951, and within this article he
had a cover illustrated that was addressed to Mr. Granville Stuart.
Mr. Antrim replied he bought his cover from Mr. Greiner,

| know nothing about Mr. Greiner but believe
he was well known in Philatelic circles in the west. Do you know
anything of this gentleman?

As you say, there is no evidence that the
stamp was actually used on this cover, but | believe it was. |If i
can prove it is not genuine, | will refurn it fo Siegel.

Is there any way to prove the ink on the
stamp and the postmark are the same if they were the same, couldn't |
assume the cover was genuine?

Your opinion will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

ol B

Lt. Col. Edward B. Murphy (Ret.)



ag‘ ~6 , Cdward B Murphy

/— 3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

February 22, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 North Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have enclosed a letter from Art
V. Farrell that | received yesterday for you to read.
This cover is really becoming a problem.

What do you think of the idea of
having the cover illustrated along with a write-up in
the American Philatelist? [+ is possible someone could
give the complete story about the cover,

Of course | don't know if Charless Hahn,
the editor of the A. P., would publish a short article
about the cover, but | could ask him. Do you have any
other ideas?

Your suggestions will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Cled Bt

Lt. Col. Edward B Murphy (Ret.)



March Ly 1956.

1t, Col, Edward B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road,
Fort Worth 9, Texas,

Dear Colonel:

Upon my return yesterday from a little vacation of two weeks
I found three letters from you of the 20th, and 22nd, which accounts for this
tardy acknowledgement.

Re - yours of the 20th. I am returning herewith the 3¢ 1857 cover
with the New York "SHIP" postmark, I can assure you that the cover is genuine
in every respect and that I am quite familiar with tHis marking, It was applied
to mail brought into the port of New York by a ship which did not have a mail
contract, On such mail the ship was entitled to a ship fee of 2¢. Inasmuch as
this was not paid from the addressor it was collected from the addressee, hence
the "due 2," a New York markmg These markings on a cover with a 3¢ 1857 are
far from common,

3 ours of the 20th, Herewith the two Mountain City C,T. covers,
Th is no question but what the 3¢ 1861 cover is genuine and I am confident that
the er on the stamp is the same as on the 10¢ Type I stamp, hence I am of the
opinion that the cover is undoubtedly genuine. I had no previous record of this
"killer" and was pleased to see the 3¢ 186l cove 4 The use of the 10¢ in November
and the use of the 3¢ in the following February, These two covers make an ex—
tremely nice pair,

Re = your query about the black inks, I lnow of no way that one could
be distinguished from the other, but perhaps if samples of each from the covers
could be obtained a chemical analysis might prove something,

I am returning the letter from Mr, Greiner dated Sep. 17, 1949 I
find that I never had any correspondence with him, His letter is indeed very inter-
esting and is additional proof (in my opinion) that your cover is genuine, He is
correct in stating thet a 10¢ '61 Type I is very rare on a Territorial,

Re = your letter of the 22%.' I alsc return the letter from Mr, Farrell
which is also informative, Yes, I do t that you should write an article about
the cover and illustrate it together with an illustration of the 3¢ "6l cover. I
made photos of the two covers and I will supply you with prints &f you would like
to have them, Rather than the A.P, I suggest you publish the article in "STAMPS"
where you would obtain a much larger cireulation, In additiony if you sent it to
the A,P,, it might not be published for a year or more. I might be able to arrange
an early publication in "STAMPS,"

With kindest regards -
Cordially yours,



Feb,17'1956

5821-Randolph Dr,
Boise, Idaho

Edward B, Murphy
3836-Hill Top Road
Fort Worth 9, Texas.
Dear Mr, Murphy:
Some time ago, Earl Antrim of Nampa handed me your letter of
Feb. 6, thinking I could amswer your question about Greiner's cover,
I have seen the cover in question several years ago when he first acquired
it along with others, some of which Earl and I bought of him. As I re-
member it is a nice cover, but didn't quite fit in with my Idaho collection.
You have a guestion there about how it was delivered, The Fort
Owen, is I think the one which was in the Hellgate country at that time., As
you probably know there was no Mail or Express route thro Idaho at that time,
in fact there was no Idaho, Batchelder did operate in 1861 from the Hellgate
Country to Walla Walla across the Bitterroot Mountains during the Summer, but
by Nov, the passes would be almost impassable, but it could have been done, as
those old boys sure didn't shy at hardship, However, I don't know how it could
have reached Fort Owen via Walla Walla, unless it went to Frisco and via Steamer
to Portland and thence to Walla Walla and across the Mountain, It would seem
however if it had went this way it would surely have picked up some markings at
Frisco or Portland. The only way it could have went West to Walla Walla would
have been by "Hip-pocket Mail' private person carried it there, and the same would
apply if it went North or via Fort Laramie,
I don't think I have answered your question very good, but if you
ever find out I wish you would let me know, now you have me curious,.
Do you have any covers of Idaho? What are your interests in collect-

ing? Drop me a line, Sincerely, (signed Art V, Farrell



Atlantie 4-1143 C.H.Greiner
TEMPLE GIFT SHOP

Greeting Cards - Gifts - Dinnerware

106 North Sunset Blvd.
Temple City, California

Sept 17, 1949

It, Col, Edward B., Murphy,
2640 Locust St,,
Denver 7, Colo,
Dear Mr, Murphy:

It was kind of you to send me the 4 Colo, town covers,
However, I do not collect Colorado except the R,R, items as formerly
mentioned, so am returning your 4 covers herewith,

Your cover wants are noted and I might say that I have a
fine "Mountain City, C,T." cover, It is franked with a #58-10 cent green,
It is the only territorial that I have ever seen that has this Seott's no,
and as such is quite a rarity, It is addressed to James Siuart, at Fort Owens,
Washington territory, It is marked "Via Walla Walla" and as such doubtlessly
traveled over Batchelders Montana Express Lines operating on the Mullan Road
between Walla Walla & Foft Benton, However this Company did not use a hand-
stamp, The Brothers Stewart (often spelled Stuart), James and Granville, are
credited by the Historian Bancroft as being the first to introduce commercial
gold mining into Montana, They had a third brother working the gold fields of
Colo in the early sixties and doubtlessly this cover was mailed by him, I ob-
tained the cover from source, one of the descendents of the Stewart family,

This cover is not for sale but I will trade it plus cash to you for
a good Hinckley or Jones and Russell Express,

With best wishes,
(signed C,H,Greiner

P,S.=~Enclosed tracing of pm on the Mountain City cover,



Edward B (///mﬁ/y

3836 HILL TOP ROAD
FORT WORTH 9, TEXAS

March 16, 1956

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.10. Box 3l

33 North Ft. Thomas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

| have enclosed another Mountain
City, C. T. Cover with a clear strike of the "killer"
used during the period 1861-1862 so that you may
photograph the cover.

There is also enclosed a stamped
envelope to return the Mountain City Cover by Certi-
fied Mail. This cover 'Certified” for a collection

| am building.

Sincerely,

Lhowd B




N? 511369

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—15¢

SENT TO

STREET AND NO.

3436 Rl _]Bb f%oao

CITY AND STATE

J A
If you want a 7¢ shows 31¢ shows to whont;,
return receipt, to whom when, and address’ |
check which and when where delivered

delivered

POD Form 3800
Apr, 1955

LtCol. ward B Muybhy (Rep) |

fort Worth (Cn Texas\ 627 )3/



Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay:

15-cent certified mail fee

First-class or airmail postage

Either return receipt fee (optional)

Special-delivery fee (optional)
If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached,

and present the letter to a postal employee.

If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and
retain the receipt, and mail the letter.

. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number
-and your name and address on a return receipt card and at-

tach it to the back of the letter.

. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry.

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 16—71547-1




Mareh 18’ 19560

Lt.Col,Edward B, Murphy,
3836 Hill Top Road, |
Fort VWorth 9, Texas.

Dear Colonel:

Herewith I am returning your 3¢ 1861
Mountain City C.T. cover, This is an
excellent example of the cancelation,

I am wondering why this stamp is in
the lower left copner, It looks a bit to
me like it was originadly in the upper
right. What do you think?

Sincerely yourss




1¢ 1857 = Type V
Canceled by Philadelphia octagon

postmark of Jan, 21, 1€57.

1) No One Cent stamps were issued from perforated
sheets befor® July 1.857.

2) No stamps from this Type V plate were issued before
November of 1857.

3) I have no record of this type of octagon postmark used
at Philadelphia before October of 1859,

L) Therefore, in my opinion, the postmerk on this stamp
with an apparent date of Ji 21, 1 is fraudulent,

and I suspect the strike is froma erfeit stamper by
Zareski of which this is not the o example I have noted.

February 11, 1956,
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744 BROAD STREET

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY

February 8th, 1956.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0. Bax 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

De ar S tan: T A SRS IR RS e i NN e
\ yww””wfhis is in reply to your letter of February 6th.
f The Confederate Post Office Department overprint on a U.S. 3¢ star

/ die envelope, appears perfectly genuine to me. However, I don't consider
( the lack of the usual fourth line of the imprint, naming some one of the
post of fice divisions, particularly important. In fact, in this case
there are some light ink marks which fall about in the usual location of
such a fourth line, and as most of the overprint is somewhat smeary I
fi.think it might just be a poor strike.and the fourth line failed to regis-
' ¢ ter.

R
=

When these overprinted envelopes were not signed by the required
official, but were used for personal business, they were not entitled to
go through "free", but the use of a Confederate stamp was required to send

them through the mails. This one, also addressed, evidently did not pass
’ through the mails at all, and may well have been carried and delivered by
\ a mess eng e WA ! _J : T o L g e e —

o 5 i AR
s AR RS SR BIEL: .,

A —————

I am certalnly interested to hedar of ‘a U.S. 5¢ 1847 indicating Con-
) federate usagel! I never saw it or heard of it, and I certainly would like
to see either it or a photograph of it,

Sorry to hear that nothing new has developed about that most de-
plorable forged le tter which was ‘sent out over your name. I think you can
definitely eliminate Raynor Hubbell as comnected with it in any way, as do-
ing such a thing would be entirely out of character for him. Furthermore,
in one or two recent letters he has expressed his deepest regret at the
whole affair, to me.

As Hver

MacB/HK



Feb, 6, 1956,

ey Van Dyk MacBride,
4 thd Broad St,;
. g Nm 2, H.J.

“J‘ b 3 .
'éar}facx e 3 : - ST R T i

Plusi note the mclosed Confed owm 'l'hia was in ?

the Richey ccllection for years and I have never questioned it
lthaugm I dg nat rocall that I have ever seen mmshem

. . Last fall a friend oi‘ m:me tubnd.tm to the P.F.

i S¢ 18&.7 cover with the slamp & deutle eircle pem, of

* hugusta, Ga., period of l860-  Was this submitted to you or
. did Shenfield show it to you? ij.ﬂbegxadtggivemmm
¥ ’derbcih if are interesteds. 1 cqusidered 11‘. a Confederate use
1 during the Confoderaw. ' ' :

o < nclose stamped adurmod smrelo;pe ,t‘ar return,

- Nothing new on the foi'ged lettor. &m have sugge ted
1 but Iromgetobtlimhewould do awquthlng Do you?

B‘gardlo

Jours ctee,



