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STAMPS AND SUPPLIES FOR COLLECTORS STAMPS OF ALL CoUNTRIES

FOR ALL COLLECTORS

325 Bewley Building
FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS

September 17, 1952

lire Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear lir. Ashbrook:

< Please give me your opinion on the enclosed lc
blues After checking your Volume I, I am of the
opinion that this stamp is Scott No. 8, TypeIII.
I am going by the flaw under the "U" of United
States and after reading further along in this
same volume I see where this might also be a |
Type IITa. At least I am doing my best to fi-
gure out for myself what these lc blues are but
when there seems to be a question, I hate to offer
unless I am sure and nobody that I have been able

4 to find in stamp collecting circles will ever
question your opinion for they know that you
never miss. If I keep working on these 1lc blues,
I hope someday to be able to figure them out.

I enclose my check in the.amount of $5.00 which
pleas e accept as paymente.

All the collectors of 19th Century U. S. around
this locality are hoping someday to have the
pleas ure of making your acquaintance and I sin-
cerely trust that some occasion may meke this
possible. Perhaps the -A.P.S. in Houston next
years

1

P. 5. Tam also enclos

i .
AR A R et e e

would like p ed. WCJ
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Sept. 22, 1952.

Mr. Willard C, Jackson,
325 Bewley Bldg.,
Fort VWorth 2, Texas.
Dear Mr, Jackson:

Herewith the two One Cent 1851 items - a single and a pair.

The single is a Type IIIA and you were quite correct in noting
the "E" relief flaw. The break in the bottom line is much too mmall
to put the stamp inca Type III class. Pl;aase note that on chart, page
234 that I listed 5614 es a Type IIIA.

My fee is 12,00 plus return postage, so I am handing you my check
herewith for $2.67.

The One Cent is a most fascinating study, and I don't think thst
there is another U. S. stamp thet can even approach it in 80 many inter-
esting features.

I_ assure you that it would be a pleasure to meet the collectors
of the Fort Worth area and perhaps someday I may.

Sincerely yours,



MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED
Birmingham, Alabama.
Saturday A.M. 9/27/52.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,

33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,

Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Will you do me this favor? Last week Harmer Rooke had a sale
to which I sent Ez a couple or so bids. The only lot he got and sent me
was the enclosed. It was lot 11, sale 9/23/52 and for which he paid $62.50.
I mean contracted to pay. It hasn't been paid as yet.

I had bid as follows on the cover, not having seen it myself
beforehand, which I admit is a sorry way to bid:

Lot 11"Bid for me $100.00 if plainly III." This was my instructions to Ez.
When he sent it down here he wrote-"I am enclosing lot 11 from the
Harmer Rooke sale. In my opinion this is a type III stamp but it is what
Stan calls "a poor example of the type." "The line is broken at the bott om
and it has a wide break at the topz=. However even if this is a type ITIA
stamp it is still a pretty little cover and catalogues $60.00 now."Unquote.

I had to cell him last night at Nyack about some other sales
and told him I thought he had got for me a lousy stamp, that it was not at
all a type III, that I had ordered only if it was a type III, that I did
not think you would call this a poor example of that type even, that I did
not expect to give Gordon any more of my money for such misinformation,
in fact was rather hostile in my remarks gbout it. He said send it Wack
and he would pay for it and keep it hims&if that he could not return it
unless it was established that it was not a type III. So I suggested we
leave it to you. If you say it is a type IIIA it can be sent back to H/R
but if you say it is a poor type III, then he can not return it.

So, you are the "Solomon" in this case. If you find it to
be a type IIT will you sign it for me? If it is a type IIIA as I firmly
think it is then will you write Ezra and send it back to him with that
information, in which case he can return it to Harmer's. Of course I dont
wznt or expect Ezra to pay for it or anything else he buys for me. I do
think he made a mistake on this baby when I clearly overlooked the descript-
ion as close but did insist that the type should be perfectly clear.

I would like your analysis of this when you get time to tell
me, knowing how busy you are. Many thanks in advance.

Sincerely,

Enc. Lotsll H/R sale 9/23/52- $65.50



Sept . 29: 19524

Mr. Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave. South,
Birmmingham, Ala.
Dear Em:

We had a most enjoyable trip to Michigan - got back late Sunday
afterncon awfully tired.

This AJdi, I found a steck of mail waiting for me and your letter
re - the 1¢ cover, I am enclosing copy of letter to Ezra and I am
sending the cover to him by air registered special'delivery g0 he should
get it tomorrow.

Stark stated he had your 90¢ and had held 1% to discuas it with”mé
when I came up but with all the erowd there we never got around to it.

I note the 5¢ New York cover sold @ $3,750.00.

More later,

Regards.

Yours ete,,

(25-2)



Sept. 29, 1952,

Mr. Ezra D, Cola,
Nyack, N.7,

Dear Ez:

Here is a cover that Em Krug sent me - a 1¢ 1851 - Walpole, N.H.,
Drop rate - Harmer Rooke & (Go. sale. This stamp is certainly not a
Type IIT and Thatcher had no right whatsoever to classify it as such.
It is a Type IIIA, the bottom line is not broken. It is true that in
certain cases I do classify a stemp as a "poor exsmple of Type III," if
there is & small break in the bottom line, for example, & break of obout
one millimeter, but where the bottom line is faint, or may show a hair-line
break, the stamp is a IIIA not a III,

Vhen I wrbte the One Cent book I should have laid down & rule to go
by, viz., that no stamp should be classed as a Type IIIA unless the break
was at least three or four millimeters, and for a Type III - the break in the
bottom line should be at least four millimeters.

Regards.

Yours etc.,

(25 = 2)
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Oct. 1, 1952,

Mr, Hobt. A, Peck,

1850 Haltimore St. Nl.W.,
Washington 9, D.C.
Dear Mr. Peck: |

Herewith your valentine cover with the 1¢ 1857 = I have ' ¥
endorsed same on the back with the plate position,.

There were possibly a dozen positions on Plate 12 which had
a faint 6r partly broken top line, but I did not thimk the bresks
were sufficient to dlass the stamps as ''ype TIIA,

Your stamp .is 71R12,

At the tinme I wrote the l¢ book I had a block of three, positions =
61R12 -~ 71R12 - J2R12, but the perfs cut the top of 71R12 so bad thet I ‘
did not know that this was a very fine Type IIIA - See Vol. 2 - page 36 -
Fig. 35B. long after the book was published I turned up & fine copy of 71R12
and was surprised to find that through a short transfer or plate erasure
that the top line was entirely broken. So far ss I am aware at present
JAR12 is the finest Type IIIA on Plate 12,

If your cover is for sale I would like to buy it.

Sincerely yours, .

(25-4)



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
(on THE BOARD OF EXPERTS)

MICHIGAN STAMP CLUB
"HELVETIA"
COLLECTORS CLUB
PENINSULAR ST. PH.S.

SOCIETY OF PHILATELIC AMERICANS
(oN THE BOARD OF EXPERTS)

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOC.

STAMP CO.

WE ARE STEADY BUYERS OF
RARE STAMPS AND OUTSTANDING
COLLECTIONS

19 CLIFFORD STREET CORNER OF WOODWARD

DETROIT 26. MICH.
TEL: WOODWARD 1-4440

September 26th 1952

Mre. Stenley B. Ashbrook,
33 Ne Fort Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrooks

Here is a discovery which probably will make the world shake.e.

The enclose two 5 centers are of different désign. What do you know
about this? It mey be that I discovered something known =21 ready a
long time, :

The distence between the two 5s differs more than 1/2 mm, end the
line from the right 5 down would just touch the g in Postage. On the
lighter one, it would go through the head of the ge.

There are some more differsnces which you easily will see. It looks
to me too as if the left eye on the lighter one is larger than on the
darker one. The background on the light stamp seems very much lighter
than on the darker one,

Are there different plates?

The t in Postsge is also different at the bottom and so on.

I would appreciate your opinion in htis matter very much, dear Mr.
Ashbrook, and remaein in the mesn time as always

most sincerely yours,

Encls Reply envelope. KELLOGG STAMP COe.

Wi,

QUALITY IS ENJOYED LONG AFTER PRICE IS FORGOTTEN




Sept. 30, 1952.

Mr. A, E. Kellogg,
19 Clifford St.,
Detroit 26, Mich.

Dear lir. Kellogg:
I am in receipt of yours of the 86th with the two 5¢ 1862 stamps.

I have carefully noted your remarks and upon examinetion there is a
slight difference in the distance between the two 5%s but I doubt if it

‘is as much as 1/2 millimeter. 1 cam certain this is not due %o any

difference in design but to paper shrinkape. However, 1 will measure

it very carefully in a scale of 1/10 millimeter under a strong glass.
There was only one plate for the regularly issued 5¢, viz;, Plate Nos 17
and it was in use during the whole life of the stamp of this design =
(1861-1868). Any differences thet you noticed in the design such as the
"I" of POSTAGE, etc., is due, I feel quite certain, to "impression"” or
possibly to a slight "shift"™ in the transferring.

Re - the background around the head. On the lighter stamp there is
a lighter portion to the left of Jefferson's chin, but this is also
noticeable on the darker stamp, I think thet the variation in shading of
the background lines on the original die was due to "etching." By that
process, background lines were "etched" deeper than others. I have especially

~noted this on the 24¢,

il really don't know how many reliefs were on the roller that trans-

‘forrad the 5¢ plate but if there is any actual difference in these back-

ground lines op these two stamps, I have a suspicion it might be due to two
different reliefs. ;

4 am holding the two stamps over and will make enlarged photosraphs
to satisfy myself that my above analysis is correct.

Sincerely yours,



Mr., A, &, Kellogg,
19 Clifford St.,
Detroit 26, Mich,
Dear Wr. Kellogg:

Herewith the two 5¢ 1862 stamps.

Sept. 30, 1952,

i made a photograph and will send you prints later.

Very truly yours,




Oct. 4, 1952,

Mr. A, Z. Kellogg,

19 Clirford St.,

Detroit 26, Mich,

Dear Mr., Kellogg:

Further referring to our recent correspondence 1 an: enclosing °
a photo_-printherewit_h of the two stamps that yau ksent me, with a
plate proof of the B¢ Premiere and one of the "Specimen" copies. I
believe that this print will answer the various questions raised in

your letter. Note the "etching" in the background of the "Specimen" CODYa

Sincerely yours,
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OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

JOHN H. HALL
CHAIRMAN

MRS. JOHN D. DALE
VICE-CHAIRMAN

THEODORE E. STEINWAY
TREASURER

JOHN R. BOKER, JR.
ASST. TREASURER

HENRY M. GOODKIND
SECRETARY

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

22 EAST 35TH STREET
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 3-5667
WINTHROP S. BOGGS, DIRECTOR

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N.

Ft. Thomas Avenue

Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

3923,

September

TRUSTEES

RICHARD S. BOHN
GEORGE E. BURGHARD
ALFRED H. CASPARY
ELLIOT G. CORIN

HUGH M. CLARK
WILLIAM A. EDGAR
GEORGE R. M. EWING
SOL GLASS

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR.
H. D. S. HAVERBECK

DR. CLARENCE W. HENNAN
EDGAR B. JESSUP
MALCOLM JOHNSON
OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN
A. H. WILHELM

29, 1962

I enclose items #3881, 3915, 3921, 3922,

your valued opinions.

wsb/1
encls.

Our meeting is on the 6th of October.

and 3924, on which the Committee would appreciate

I might say that I think the cover addressed
to Mr. Goodhue is most interesting.

With kindest regards,

Sincere

ly yours,

"
THE PHILA ELIC*FDUNDATION
bt

/]

Wi op

Dire

or

. Boggs



Oct, 2. 19520 e

ThbehiletelIa‘Foundation,
22 Bast 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y.

Vear Win:

Herewith lots - 3881 - 3915 - 3921 - 3922 - 3923 and 3924 : z
as per yours of the 29th.7 | » |

I am enclosing with 3922 some remarks I had about this qo%ar in
my "Service" issue of last June. Keffer must have been dubious about
my e2nalysise.

I am also enclosing & photo of the Ward stuff in Mekeel's re -
the Hollowbush fake 51 1857 Brick Red cover.

Re - yours of reoeﬁt date on the Canadian book. My friend Halliday
loaned me a copy but I wouid like to purehase one. If you know where I
could buy one will you please advise? |

With best wishes -

Sincerely yours,




Oct. 4, 1952,

‘l'he Philatelia Foundntian,
22 East 35th St., ' > SERMGRT W
New York 16, N.¥. % : g

Dear !Hin:

| " Regarding No. 3973 which I returned yesterday. T thw:g
emmined this cover that I had seen it before., It was a Lieh‘bm' £ o
cover and wes in a Costales sale of Feb. 3, 1949 - Lot m. S fi a raka
and was made by Parker Lyon. He got hold of a number of the 0ld Adams
handstamps. In this case he added two 3¢ '51 nencanceled stamps and tied
them with the old Adams handstamp. This information . il strictl? ‘con=
fidential and only for the Committee. : )

£ that sarie sale, lots 115 and 116 were also fakest 'Ehere were
other fakes in this same sale. The Parker Lyon stuff was rather clever and
examples exist in the Jessup collection as well as many others. . Lichten- e
. stein fell for a lot of phony western stuff. Parker of @x'ovill in my

i opinion, knows Western Franks better than any other living perso Do you

‘ever send any msterial %o him? He has reference material that is inveluable.
. R.Eardﬁo

Yours etd.,




By Philatelic Foundation Qect. 2, 1952,

No. 3881 - 5¢ New York - See Photo - No. C65 - Unused - Question - "Is it 9X1A?
Is it uncancelled? Is it unsigned?

S.B.,A.'s opinion was - "This is No. 18 on the plate - I doubt if it was efer an
unused, unsigned copy, hence assume it is a cleaned copy though the ultra violet
shows no sign of cleaning. It has no resemblance to the Blue paper variety.

No. 3915 - 90¢ 1860 - with réd bars - Query - "Centered slightly left - red cancel -

Is it genuine, used?"
S.B.A.'s opinion was - "In my opinion this cancellation is fraudulent."

No. 3921 - 5¢ New York on cover - See Photo No. B199 - Query - "Four margin copy -
hinged to cover and tied with red grid - Is it genuine Blue paper variety?

S.B.A.'s opinion was - "Is this the BLUE paper variety or just bluish? Inasmuch

as L do not have a Blue paper copy for comparison I hesitate to express a worthwhile

opinion.

No. %922 - The fake Seychelles cover with bank notes 7¢ and 24¢ - Query - "Is cover
genuine in all respects?"

S.B.A.'s opinion - "The Bank Note stamps did not originate on this cover - See my
analysis herewith from the June Issue of my "Special Service." This fake cover was
purchased in the Keffer sale last May by Philip Ward for $66.00 who returned it to .
Keffer when I informed him it was a fake."

No. 3973 - Two 3¢ 1851 on cover tied by blue oval express marking - See my Photo THiSs

No. B200 - Query - "Is cover genuine in all respects? W A S
S.B.A.'s opinion - "I am not an authority on Western Express covers but in my kot
opinion these two stamps were not used on this cover originally and probably the 4
oval marking. However, this is just my opinion and I advise the Committee to in- In
vestigate this cover thoroughly before issuing a "genuine" certificate." Costales
Sale
No. 3924 - 90¢ 1860 - single off cover - "Va" - see my Photo No. C65 - Query - "Is ©f
cancellation genuine?" 2/3 ~49

S.B.A.'s opinion was - "In my opihion this 'cancelation' is fraudulent."




Octs 4, 1952,

Drs W, Scott Polland,

Albert Hldg.,
San Raf ael, Cal 11’.

Dear Dodtqr: :

; 'l‘haﬁks very?rmeh for the Verif interesting information contained in

| yours of the lst, How very oddil! The following is confidential as the

P.F, requests it so., The Committee sent me the Lichtenstein - Costales

cover ;114 for my opinion last Thursday - It bears their number "39?3“ -

1t wes included’in a batch they sent #nd I judge all will be scte on-at

‘the meeting of the Committee to be held Mcnday night (Oct. §). Ny report

on this cover was @s f'ollows, qua@es i =

i ,;52 5 = Q,uery - “Is cover genuine in" ell reSpectB"" S.BjA,'s opinion =
"I am not an. au’s‘harity on Western Bxpress covars but in my opinion these two
used on this cover ortginally and probably the oval marking 2.

(Note' - this was funny wording but whet I meant was that if the stamps did not
‘originate then thére was ‘something queer about the handstamp) - continuing = |

"However, this 18 Just my. Opiniun and I advise the Cormit tee to investigate

. this cover thoroushly bmore issuing a ganuine" co rtificate." {(uncuote) . -

L noted the faint; Wella Faygo marking on the back - also the Pal nt cir=-

: eular postmark at left on f‘ace which I couldn't make out. I also was sure

the Adams handstamp could not have been used in July 1855 as Adams « Co. failed
in February 1855, Hy guess was that someone was using a fake Adams hand stamp 2
to tie the two 3¢ stamps. I’ was aJ.so rather sure that the top 3¢ stamp showed

~ traces of a red postmark.

%

I raturn the c],ips fmm the Gostales sale, I have aataiogues and have

‘made notations. Thanks very muche I belisve that Parker knows Vestern Lxpress -

covers bettar» than any other living _person.

I was also intéi'estad in yonr'r;marka }e-'McConnell. i wond er if he

would have any objection if I would . rccommend him to the P.F. Explmcomitteo?
_Would you mind. aakim«‘ him?

With best wishaa -

4 ,Cd;-dially jl;?ov‘rﬁ!.l :



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.

ALBERT BUILDING
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA

TELEPHONE GLENWOOD 4-2451
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Oct., 2, 1952.

- Mr. C, My Phillips, Jr.,
Route #1 - Box 178,
Winter Haven, Fla,

Dear Clare:

Herswith the two covers as per yours of the 29th, also the letter.
Because there is no actual proof thet the uses were 1860 or earlier I
eould not sign them as Territorials, though I suppose they are. JYor in-
stance, we do find uses of the 3¢ 1857 in the late sixties and of the pre-
- war envelopes long after the war was over., Postmasters in small towns
may have not known that the old stamps and envelopes were demonetized.

your

Re -/Confed gutter item. I prefer not to express any opinion on the
valus. In faet, L try to refrain from expressing opinions on velues of any
items. Personally I wouldn't care especially about owning the Confed item,
hence my idea of value might be low. On the other hand, someone else might
have a véry different idea, I suppose the best opinion I can give you is thet
it is worth all you can get.

Regards.

Yours etc.,



Sept. 14, 1952,

B r, 7. Devia-Bakor, ‘ ’ | o
- Lo 3909 North Delawzre St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

" Deer Duve:

; Yours of the 8th with check for $20.,00 received, to be spplied on your
1952-1953 Service aubsouption. Thanka very much, I‘:_beli.we- this makes a to‘tall

of $40,00.

Ag 1‘9‘111,198“7‘9‘3;‘ I have changed your address as abd’ye.
£ ‘No Dave, 4 did not go down to either the S.P.h. or A.P.S. conventions,
4 would have enjoyed seeing your exhibit.

: ~ - Re - the $¥3cugo Perf date - the 1857 wes a typographical érror. It should -
. have been "1B56" § / egd of 1857, The error was made by Chase but I failed to correct
it when the copy of gis record was mede - silly things like that do creep in, in spite
. of an effort to avoidi N : '
; Re - your cover with the 30¢ 1860. The date of use surely is 1861, not
May 26, 1860, The records show that the stamp eruld not have been issued as sarly
ag May or even Jume. If you would like for me to look at it I will be glad to do so.
Meybe the 30¢ stamp did not originate. The fakers pull such tricks.
_ If you receive Mekeel's perhaps you noticed thet Ward listed = use of the
% Brick Red ae Apr. 6, 1858, The cover he mentioned is a rank fake and he was '

Sed of the fact.

s _ . Now that fhs woather will soon be turning cooler perheps you eould find time
. to run down end pay me & visit. I assure you that you will be welcome but please let

~  me know in advance so that I will be sure to be home,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,



HUGH J.BAKER -no COMPANY

TELEPHONE:RILEY 3328

POST OFFICE BOX 882

DISTRIBUTORS "~ FABRICATORS

602 WEST MC CARTY STREET

ndliznapolis 6 Undsconc

September 26,1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0.Box 3133

N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Hugh and I have considered paying you a visit Saturday,
October 11lth if that is a convenient day for you, We will
await your adviee on the subject, _

Enclosed is the 30 Cent covér which I reported as used in
1860 but which you feel could not have been used at that
time.

Hope we will be seeing you soon.

Sincerely yours,




Sept. 30, 1952.

Mr, J. Devid Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indisnapolis, End.

Dear Dave:

Just a line to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 26th which
came MNonday AM, :

i want to make 2 very thorough study of this cover so as to
definitely establish what the faker actually did. Ome thing is sure,
the 30¢ stamp was not in existemce in May 1860,

Re = the October 1lth date. Some of my friends seem to be
planning some sort of a party for me next month on my birthday end have
intimated that they may come out from New York, What it is all sbout
1 don't know but my birthday is om the 10th which I note falls on'a
Friday - whether they intend to be here over the weekend I don 't know
but if Hugh and you went to take a chance of running into them on the
11th it will be okay with me. I just wanted to inform you of what might
happen,

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,

PeSe==I will hold the cover until I can examine it from every
angle.







Oct. 8, 1952.

Mr, J. David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Dave:

Yours of the 5th received. I think it is wise for you to puﬁ the
trip off until a later date as it looks at present that I will have quite a
number of out-of-town guests this weekend, However;'if Hugh and you would
like to drive down some Sunday I will be glad td have you. '

There is no question in my mind that the 30¢: cover is bad and I hope
you can get a refund on it, ‘Years ago“there was a crooked dealer in London
by theé name of Sftuart Anderson, and 1 was quite sure that he was the London
outlet in 1936-1937 for the great faker in Paris by the name of Zarqski. I
have a photo - tracings, and record of a fske 90¢’1861'co§er that Andefson sent
me in 1936 with a price~taggof $100. I felt reasonéblyvcertain at the time that
it was made by Zareski, 'The 90¢. stamp was fﬁ;gg"‘with a Washington postmark ex=
actly like the fakeg(?) om your cover. I figured that the covef had never been
near Washington. ‘

You will reeall that a book on cancelatlons was offered to the publicia
year or so ago on "U.S.19th Cancellétions" - authored by M, Zareski and Herman
Herst. The "M.Zareski" is the most notorious faker'of covers in ?urOpa.

I will have the cover back %o you next week.

Thanks very much for your birthday greetings. Mf'ragards tb you boths

/
Cordially yours, :

g\



Oct. 12, 1952.

-~

Mr. J. David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Dave:

Berewith I am returning your cover with the 30¢ 1860. I have made
a very thorough investigation of this cover and I am of the opinion that the
30¢ stamp was not used originally on this cover. Further, I am of the opinioh
that both strikes of the Washington postmark are fraudulent. There appears
to have been no alteration in the two French postmarks - that is, in the "60,"
and as I wrote you previously, the 30¢ stamp was not even engraved as sarly
as the date "May 26" as shown on this cover,

I am enclosing two photographs which kindly secept with my compliments.
I am also enclosing a third which kindly return to me. This is a fake cover
that shows a 90¢ 1861 tied by the same fake Washington postmark which I attribute
to Zareskl of Paris. The rate oh this cover was originally 15¢ and surely
originated at New York. It has & credit figure of "1%%nd a tracing of this
"Bremen" of New York postmark is shown-in Vol. 2 of my One Cent book, page 338,
tracing "A."

lle eertainly had a big day here yesterday and the phone rang all day
with out-of-town calls and telegrams. Morris Fortgang came out from New York
and presented me with the surprise of my life. I doubt if anyone ‘ever had a nicer
three score and ten birthday or received a finer remembrance, { note the names
of Hugh Baker and Dave Baker among the sixty-six of my good friends who participated
in this cadbbration and I wish to thank both of you most heartily. 4 am deeply
appreciative.

With every good wish to you both -

Cordially yours,
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A S. No. 19844 T.S.A. Mo. 483 SHA. Mo 12627

Jack £. Moleswnrth
: Dhilatelic Broker

10z FBeacon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

9-30-52,
Dear Stan,

I've held off answering your letter of the
21lst until I could get all the facts about the plates.
I now have them. The rumor that Mr. Rust offered Phil
Ward a million and a half for his collection is without
foundation. I do know that at one time Rust was serious-
ly interested in buying Ward's collection though not to
the extent of examining it or making any offer with or
without examination. However, he recently has been re-
peatedly solicited by Ward to come and examine it with
an eye to buying which Rust has declined to do. Though
I Believe hw would like to have the stamps, his dealings
with Ward have not proved entirely satisfactory I deduce
and he is therefore very cautious about dcing further
business with him and will probably not bother with him
further unless Ward should turn up something he couldn't
afford to pass up. Rust is far enough along now that it
takes something really outstanding to tempt him.

Ward'!s statement that he sold all the Chase
3¢ 1851 Plates is a2 gross exageration. Some months back
in the Spring he sold Rust the first 5 plates of the 3¢
for $1750 which he had secured from Chase for $1500,
However, the report that Rust purchased all of the Chase
3¢ plates is true to a certain extent in that he did pur-
chase a complete set including the Orange Brouwns, but
the latter were not complete. In other words, Chase has
retained one set of complete plates or he couldn't contin-
ue plating for people. I don't know the price, but believe
it was plenty steep. The deal went through Bernzrd Harmer
and Cole who split the commission. Believe it was Chase
to Cole to Harmer to Rust. The above is strictly confiden-
tial for your own use only, though it doubtlessly will get
around as it already has to you from the other side of
the deal. I have been familiar with this pending deal
for 3 or 4 months and tried to get Rust to hold out for
a better price since I feel he was somewhat gouged. Any
information you might have on the price he paid would be
of interest. Since he knows my feelings in the matter,
he would probably be embarrassed to quote me the price
and has therefore not volunteered to mention it.

Incidentally, I sent the 5¢ N.Y, that was sus-
pected of being on Blue paper to Usticke and he said it
was definitely Blue. So, I've sent it to the P.F. and




will let you know what they say on it as well as the
#140, Enclosed is a cover with what is supposed to
be a somewhat defective pair of #75, the red brown.
Would you consider it the Red Brown? If so, please
sign the back, Also enclosed is what appears to and
may well be an outstanding Type III. Would appreciate
your vouching for the tgpe and signing the back. Is
it sound? ©No need to note this on the ba¢k, but it
locks o.k. to me yet I bought it as supposedly having
a small repair. I soaked the hinges off and can find
no evidence of it. Advise your fee and I'll remit
promptly.

With best wishes,




» - &

Octe 3, 1952.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass. ; ; !

Dear Jack:

Thanks very much for yours of the $0th with information re - the.
Chase 3¢ plates, Although I am in ¢lose touch with Chase, in none of his
recent lettors has he mentioned anything sbout the sale of any of his 3¢
reconstructed plates. I do know that he has sold some material thru
Ward and L assumed that Chase hed sold the plotes thru Ward to Rust. I
will write Chase snd esk if he will give me the details. Cole haé never
mentioned Rust's name to me, and L have wondered if Cole did any buginess
with Rust. I do know that Chase deals with Cole.

If Rust is & bit disgusted with ¥ard he is fortunste. lie should
anything and evervthing that he buys from Ward examined very carefully, in
fact, if he was wise he wouldn't have eny dealings with him. It is too bad
that sémeone couldn't give him that very excellent advice. . S

I was surprised thot the Updenburgh cover went so cheap = also sur-
prised that Rust did not buy it. Cole bought it for the Weill firm and they
bought it as an investment. I understand thet Cole had a limit of $5,000,00
and that they might consider accepting $7, ;OO 00 feeling that they would
have charged that price had they had to pay $5,000.00. I was surprised that
a Minneapolis collector let it go so cheap.

Please treat the above as strictly confidentail - also the following.
The P.F, sent the 5¢ 1845 "blue paper” cover to me. I stated that I could:
not express a definite opinion because I did not have a genuine “blue paper"
copy for direct comparison. Because of that , my opinion would be of 1ittle

‘value. I don't think Husticke would know a "blue paper" copy if he saw one = .

in fact, I doubt if he ever saw one. Caspary has a genuine "blue paper” and
there is one in the Lapham collection. Uho has charge of that collection at
present? Is it not available for study? How do you stand with Dan, Kelleher?
Dan knows a "blue paper" when he sees one - (I think) - However, Tack - I do
not think your copy is the real "blue" but "blu#sh.” Keep me aqviqad re - the
report by the P.F. Incidentally the Committee meets on Oct. 6th but I doubt
if they will pass on your cover on thst date, Keep the above confidential,

I am returning herewith the 5¢ 1862 Ned Srown cover and the 1lg 1851 from
Plate 4. The peir on the cover is the ied lirown and I have endorsed it as such

on the back. The 1¢ 1851 is a Type IIIA not a lype I1I. Unfortunately the caneel

covers up the bottom line, Bbut I _plated the stamp and found it to be 7914 - fine
photographs thet I have show this was a Type ILIA position - see chart - page P34 -
Vol. 1 of my One Cent Book,.

Regards, :
\ Yours etc.,

(25-9)

Té& 35-:? on Above.
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llr. A Gy Ruaso
127 North Dearborn St., B
Chj.»cago_z Il1.

Dear 'I'ony.

?hanks very mueh for yours nr the ‘1st with mtuxn of the Bs.f'.

: photo.. I Was surprised to laara that tha D.’I.‘. was nsw to yem Thimmt “’

would not care to par‘\; with 1t. Howo'v‘er, I will 1nquira and le‘B y’"__
He has the faculty of digging up some unususl items. I showed a phot
of the stamp to Henry'Hill of Minneapolis and he stated 1t was mto
him. I amn writing my? old friond Erhy Atherton:. i

Herewith your 2¢ Green Oon;ed COVET, When. 1 first ;Looked at mi

cover, L thought to myself - ™f#hat a lousy fake," DBut upon close ‘exami
tion I found i% is good ss gold. It looked to me lLike the fake meterial.
turned out years ago by a chap down in larraine, Va, by the name of I
.-This turned cover was sent sealed and the rate was 5¢. I Judge thg usq

. Qet., 15, 1862, The 57 Gireen Litho was also being used at that time so6-
. 8uppose the postmaster Sook this ¢ for a 5¢.. Inasmuch ‘as the covar is un~
auoationably genuine, I doubt u' there can be any other axolanatinn. B

Do you know Howard l-e‘hmfx ot New York bity? He makee a’ spacialty g
the 2¢ Green Confed. Why not send ‘it down to him. I'11 wager that hs aam &
-saw a turned cover with a 2¢ Greon. I am sure 1 never did. "« , SRR

'I‘ony I am glad to rive you this data and to you: there 13 xm faa. y. 2
My kindest rcgards. | | :

~ Gordially yours,
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HISTORY MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT « CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL GERMAN POSTAL HISTORY
EARLY OHIO RIVER RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY
STEAMBOATS T ey & NAPOLEONIC COVERS
STAMP COLLECTING STEAMBOAT COVERS
MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB, EVANSVILLE:11:-INDIANA CAPE TRIANGLES
S.P.A.,A.P.S.,C.P.S.
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Sept. 20, 1952
Dear Stan:

Enclosed are two photogrsphs of Confederate STEAM covers. PFlease
return them after studying them.

Do you know from your own notes, or can you form an opinion from
the notes on the back, who might have the negatives to these? My own
notes do not show from whom I got them.

If I could locate the negatives, I would like to get better prints
f or illustrations in my book where I discuss Confederate use of STEAM.
The note that one of them is Ex-Antrim suggests that I might have gotbten
them from Farl himself, but I have not had a letter from Earl since much
longer back than the dates noted on the prints.

Does the handwriting look like writing of Dr. Frazier? Or Iaurence
Shenfield? I don't think it is Van Dyk Mac Bride, although that is a
possibility.

If you know or suspect from whom they may have come, I would greatly
appreciate your suggestion.

Yours sincerely,

ooy




N,

Mr. Henry A. Meyer,
516 Read St.,
Evansville 11, Ind.
Dear Henry:
Herewith the two prints as per yours of the 20th. The handwriting
on the back is not familiar to me but I am wondering if it could be

Wulfekuhler? I have not had any correspondence in recent years that I
can recall with Dr., Frazier,

I doubt if they asre from Shenfield or MacBride. The fact is I
don't know of any collector who uses this sort of photo-paper,

Incidentally - why Steam 6 on the cover with the New Orleans stamp
and on the Star Die what sum was due?

Regards.

Sincerely yours,
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HISTORY MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT « CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL GERMAN POSTAL HISTORY
EARLY OHIO RIVER RESIDENCE 516 READ STREET FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY
STEAMBOATS s & NAPOLEONIC COVERS
STAMP COLLECTING STEAMBOAT COVERS
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Sept. 29, 1952
Dear Stan:

I have written to Earl Antrim, asking him if he knows from whom
the two photographs of Confederate Steam covers came. Since one of them
is ex-him, perhaps he may know. I have never had a letter from Col.
Vulfekuhler, so if they came from him, it must have been by some very
roundabout means.

On the Star Die envelope, I make out the amount due as "6." It is
blotted, and of uncertain shape in its upper part, but "6" is all I can y
make out of it. I analyze the cover as a use of the envelope because
the writer needed an envelope, and did not expect the stamp to count;
at least, it did not count. "01ld Stamps Not Recognized" in reverse®
"Damyankee Satmps Not Recognized." So being an unpaid Steam letter
into Natchez, it was rated 6 cents due.

Now the letter with New Orleans stamp and "Due 6." Surely New Or-
leans stamps were recognized at Natchez; hundreds of letters with them
must have reached Natchez. So I can figure out only one thing: that it
was overweight, so they rated the overweight part as unpaid, and being
a Steam letter, they rated it 6 cents to the city of destination by virtue
of the rate established in 1855, since the rate of 1861 (5 cents to city of
destination) was not established until after secession. Does this sound
like a possibility to you?

I have also seen Confederate stampless unpaid with 6 cents charged
at lontgomery. But just to meke it more complicated, we kmow well the big
STEAM 7 on unpaid steamboat letters into New Orleans and addressed there.
I have never seen a schedule of Confederate steam or way charges. Have you?

Since I am writing anyway, I have a question of policy to propound.
You know the merk MAIL ROUTE, I have your discussion of the mark in Vol, II
well in mind., At least some of the letters thus marked were carried on
contract ships (without route agents, obviously, in the absence of route
agents' marks)., Perhaps all of them were so carried; the wording of the
mark suggests it.

At present, in my book I have the mark clagsified under "Marks equiva-
lent to Ship." But I em wondering, in view of the likelihood of carriage on
contract ships, whether I ought not reclassify them under "lMarks eguivalent
to Way." I don't want to make a foolish move, so I would like your advice.
How does the idea sound to you?

Yours sincerely,

oy

~



Oct . 5, 195?.

Mr, Henry A, Meyer, ' N
516 Read St.,
Evansville 11, Ind.

Dgar Henry:
Yours of the ?29th received.

I regret I cannot offer further suggestions as to where you may have
received those photogravhs, but if you do find out I wish you would inquire
of him how he figured the rates.

Re - the Star Die into Natchez. Why 6¢? I note your explanation but
I still can't figure out where you get 6¢. 1 do not recall any Confed covers
charged with 6¢ Due, especially at Montgoms ry. The only Confed "Steam”
rates that I recall are the "Steam 7" rates into New Orlesns. These meant 5¢
postage plus 2¢ Steamboat Fee. I know of no 1l¢ fee that would make a rate of
5¢ plis 1¢. The only 6¢ rate that I can think of was the Ship rate of 6¢ -
addressed to ports of entry - such as sea letters, blocade run into Wilmington.
I never saw or heard of a blocade run letter into New Orleans rated as "Ship 6."

I em not telling you or disputing your analysis but on the contrary I am
seeking information. I don't think you will find anything in Confed rate data
that will bear you out, but of course I might be wrong.

Postage within the Confederacy had to be prepaid on and after June 1, 1861 -
Members of the armed forces were permitted to send mail unpaid but there was no
penalty.

No, Henry, 1 have never seen any ﬁohedule of Steam or Way charges but the
Confed postal legislation was supposed to follow the U. S. with certain changes =
thus a ship letter in the Confederacy was rated the same as in the U, 3,

I am sending you a copy of my book on Confederate Postal Legislation herewith.

The way you figured out the cover with the New Orleans stamp seems most un-
likely to me. I should have photographed those two photo-prints but I dida't and
now I have to rely on my memory of them. If you locate them I would like to
photograph them because there is something wrong somewhere - in my: opinion.

Re - the marking "MAIL ROUTE." I suppose you refer to the S,L. marking
which was used at Savannah, Ga. See my One Cent Book - Vol. 2 - Page 233 - Figure 48L.
As stated, this cover is, in my opinion, a "Prepaid Vay Fee." Vhat else could it be?
It couldn't be a "Ship Fee" because a ship fee was 2¢. However, in the Meroni '
collection there is a cover as follows: 3¢ 1853 - U.S, envelope - no l¢ stamp - same
Savannah postmark - seme S.L. "Mail Route"- it is also addressed to Marietta, Ga. -
but not to the same addressee as cover 48L. Why was this merked "Mail Route?"
There is no evidence that there was a 1¢ stamp in the upper left corner, but there




#2. Mr, Henry A. Meyer - Oct. 5, 1952,

miéght have been. No ovidence of year of use.

We see this same 3¢ plus l¢ covers of Charleston, S.C. For example, you
sent me a photo of one addressed to "South Sante" - it has a S.L. "Steamboat"
(property of Henry H. Vielch). I have classed this as a prepaid ”Way“ - I wrote
you at the time (April 1950) that these were "Prepaid - Vay covers" in my opinion.
For example, I have a photo of one - a 3¢ 1853 U, 5. envelope with a 1¢ '51 - a
use in March 1857 (note 1857) - It is addressed to Charleston - two Charleston
postmarks tying the stamps. What could this be but a “prepaid Vay" = Inasmuch as
we do not belisve(?) that "Way" fees were charged on water borne mail, what about
this cover? It must have been a land route,

I also have a record of a cover with &8 3¢ '57 plus a 1¢ 1857 tied to cover
by a Charleston p.m. of Mar. 26, 1859. It is addressed to South Santee, £.C,
This is a Welch cover and no doubt you supplied me with the record. Vhat is this
but a prepaid Way by a land Mail Route, but why is the other South Santee cover
marked "Steamboat."

I have a record of a 3¢ '57 plus 1¢ '57 tied by a Natchez postmark of April ?
1861 - the letter addressed to Woodville, Miss. Just imagine 1861 - What is this
if it isn't a prepaid "Way" but it was surely a land routel?) - Do you not agree?

I could cite other covers, but does the above help you?

Regards.

Cordially yours,



Oct. 8, 1952,

Mr. Henry Af beyer,
516 Read St.,
jSvm'u,--.ville, Ind.

Dear Henry:

Please mote the enclosed.

Why the "TDue 2 OTS,"? This was a cover that belonced
to Carroll Chase when 1 borrowed it in 1940,

Please return.

Sinecerely yours,




A D+ (@0 —+ oo~ U@ «Bras Do NG s @50 —

HOBRBY Pmmrl;uc
e Honrg M =
PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY enrvy . eyeyr SOUTHWESTERN INDLAN
EARLE Sl MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT « CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL GERMAN POSTAL HISTORY
EARLY OHIO RIVER KESIDENCE 516 READ STREET S FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY
STEAMBOATS TELEPHONE 5-6380 & NAPOLEONIC COVERS
STAMP COLLECTING STEAMBOAT COVERS
MEMBER: COLLECTORS CLUB, EVANSVILLE«11-INDIANA CAPE TRIANGLES
S.P.A.,A.P.S8.,C.P.S.
BRAZIL * HAWAI
Qe B —— e Y ORCEE ~9oe Q) s B0 ——F
Oct. 14, 1952 ¢
Dear Stan:

There is no reason known to me why this cover, marked STEAMBOAT in
1859, should have been rated with postage due 2¢4. According to my best
present information, steamboat rates were as follows:

1825-~-8teamboat letters provided for, but no rate stated. Some post
offices charged 2¢ extra, but I find no authority for it.
1845--Regular postage according to distance. Some post offices charged
2¢ extra, but again, I find no authority for it. .
1855-~Unpaid letters, unpaid rate plus 24,

Prepaid letters, no extra charge.

Unpaid letters delivered from post office where turned in, 6¢.
1861--24 extra, no distinction stated between prepaid and unpeid.
1863--Double postage, apparently whether prepaid or unpaid.
1872--Rate of 1863 reaffirmed.

1882--A completely chaotic statement, defying interpretation. I present
the problem in my book, but I do not attempt to solve it, because
P,L.& R, is so self-contridictory that no solution is possible.

I think we must place this letter in that class of fresks for which
there ig no explanation, like the letter I received by airmail two weeks
2go bearing three 34 Jeffersons. I get letters with the weirdest amounts
of postage due on them. I receive numerous registered letters on which
my experience is as follows:

I weigh the letter, on my postal scale, and compute the ordinary rate
at 3¢ per ounce, or the airmail rate at 6¢; I figure the return receipt at
T7¢, if one was demanded; and the balance does not agree with any figure in
the scale of registration rates nor of registration rates plus surcharge.
This experience is becoming so customary, that I a2lmost despair of trying to
recongtruct what somebody had in mind 90 or 100 years sgo.

If the postmaster who rated this letter at 24 postage due had anything
in mind when he did so, it defies our intelligence to figure it out.
Yours sincerely,

Hevory

\‘77ér?éa&222//£ﬁ% ¢d¢;‘,¢avb¢/&b«z&%%_,céoﬁczAP‘ﬁ




Octe 17. 195?0

Mr. Henry A, Meyer,
516 Kead St.,
Evansville 11, Ind.

Dear Henry:

I was interested in your letter of the l4th. It is quite true that we
run across covers from time to time which apparently defy a correct solution
and we assume that whatever it is, is wrong, that it was an error by the sender
or a P.0. clerk. I wonder if we should be satisfied with such a decision?

Let us again consider the 3¢ 1857 cover with the "Due 2CTS." While this
is marked "Steamboat," domn't you think that the error might have been in this
application? For example, not a Steamboat letter but a "Ship" letter into
New Orleans from some Gulf port.

I return the photo-print for another look. You will note there apetqno
N.0, postmarks, the small double eircle is dated Nov. 4, 1859 - the large ore
Nove. 5, 1859. What can you find in error with the following analysis. This was
a Ship letter into New Orleans from ? - It was delivered to an Agent of the N,O,
P,0. who applied the "Steamboat" and the double circle p.m. The captain claimed
his 2¢ Ship Fee. It &id not reach the P.0. until the next day, or rather it did
not leave the P.0, until the next day, hence the large postmark. The 2¢ was
eollected from Carroll Hay & Co. What is wrong with thet analysis?

Return the print and I will send it to Leonard Huber and see what explana-
tion he can give.

Yes Henry, the big day was a big success but didn't you receive my letter
thanking you for your participation?

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,




Dec. 3, 1952«

Mr. Henry Meyer,
516 Read St.,
Evansville, Ind.

J Dear Henry:

I sent photographs of the two Confederate covers (STEAM 6)
thai you loaned me to my good friend Fred Grant of Los Angeles and I
thought you would be interested in a letter that I addressed to him
today.

Fred seemed to think that Leonard Huber furnished a solu-
tion to these two covers in his fine book, "The Creat lsil" but per-
haps my letters f#ive a more definite analysis, ‘

Your comment will be welcome.

Sineerely yours,

5@,@ /‘%a G\‘@' 55
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QUEEN CITY STAMP (0.

8470 Blue Ash Rd.
Rossmoyne, Ohio

YA Good Name Since 1890"

SYcamore 5763

Octeber 4, 1952

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

Enclesed is an item I think will be of
greater interest to vou than some of the
more recent sendings.

The owner frankly just doesn't know what
tothink about it, and the affidavit cer-
tainly doesn't cut any ice with us.

Undoubtedly your study of it will reveal
whether it is genuine, and if so would
like your signature & a suggested price on
it, and since this isn't for us, please
enclose a bill as we expect the owner to
settle for same. You of course are at
liberty to photograph it for your records
if you so desire.

Kind regards.
Singé}ely,

A

Lee Chadwick
LG sta
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Oot. 8, 19520

Mr., Lee Chadwick,
8470 Blue Ash Road,
Rossmoyne, Ohio.
De;r Lee:
Herewith the "cover" as per yours of the 4th. 1In my opinion
this is a fake,and one that is very amateurish in every way. I suppose
whoever made this, intended it to represent & "Drop" letter, (or & local
ratd), at St. Miarys, Uhio, as it is sealed. This would place it in the
first-class mail class and such mail, according to the "Regulations" re-
quired a postmark. I suppose the crook who mede it did not have any
facilties or ability of reproducing a postmark. If you will examine the
half of stamp you will find a portion of the original black cancel ahow-
ing that the faker cut in two a used copy of the B,J,
If this examination is for you personally theré is no f'ee but if

for a client the fee ig $2.00.

With kindess regaris -

Cordially yours,




ct. 8, 1952.

o -
-

° o

o, 2

e
e
@ >

F] A




N
,m.
i
26818
.

ACEINE R




U0 A A T e e L S TR e i









| Mo Stect Brokenage

18 E. FOURTH ST, To Avoid Delay Use Our
CINGINNATI 2, OHIO NEW ADDRESS

SYcamore 5763 5 . ROSSHOYNE, OHIO

October 11, 1952

Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
33 "N, Fort Thomas Ave.
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stanley:

Many thanks' for your comments on the Blackjack bisect and
this definitely was for an outside client so glad to en-
close a check in amount of $2.00.

Also enclosed is the 3¢ Mothers Day plus a few samples of
our own you are welcome to keep. The Rhode Island and
other 1935 issues frequently are found in the regular
purple & the reddish shade. Part of this I think was in
the ink used and the rest in chemical changes that have
taken place during the years. In the case of the Mothers
Day I suspect--and in the case of the 3¢ Army enclosed I
am quite certain--that any natural change has been helped
along considerably by someone.

Incidentally, the group we were discussing last night was

the Philatelic Society of Cincinnati, and not the CPS. I
certainly widl refer your kind offer to Helen & Leo when

I see them next.

It was mighty nice visiting with you both last evening, and
you may be sure all of us enjoyed ourselves immensely and
will recall the evening with much pleasure for years to come.
Kind regards and good wishes.

Sincefely,

Lee Chadwick

LCsta

ACES BROKERAGE * DISCOUNT POSTAGE » AUCTIONS * PUBLISHERS OF THE MSB QUOTATION BULLETIN
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Oct. 5, 1952.

Dr. Carroll Chase,
R.F.D. #1,
Milford, N,H,

Dear Doec:

4 If you can give me some information on the following queries I will
appreciate same, but if you do not care to do so it will be perfectly okay.

I heard that you sold some 3¢ 1851 reconstructed plates to Phil Ward
several months ago. 1 am wondering if you know who bought them and if your
dealings with Ward were satisfactory. Did he obtain a fair price for you?

1 also heard that recently you sold some Orange Brown reconstructions
to Ezra Cole and that Cole sold them to Bernard Hammer who in turn sold them
to a frieand of mine., At least, I know my friend bought them but I am not
sure that he obtained them from Harmer. Did you get a square deal? Maybe
if we would check up on such transactions that I ¢ould help you in some way.

Doc take a tip from me - be careful of Ward. I wouldn't trust that
bird as far as 1 ®ould toss a bull by the tail.

L suppose you have kept one reconstructioh of each of the 3¢ plates but
the wag I heard the story was that you had sold all of your 3¢ plates.

I have learned recently that Souren stole a lot of material from a
wealthy man by the name of Roach of laremie, Wyoming. His attorney wrote me
that they weme suing the Souren Estate for $126,000.00. Can you imagine any
sensible business man trusting Souren for that sum of money? He surely hypnotized
his victims. :

With all good wishes -

As ever yours,




Oct. 11, 1952.

Dr. Carroll Chase,
R.F.D, 1, Milford,
New Hampshire,
~ Dear Doc:

Thanks for yoursvof the 7th.

Whenever I hear of anyone having any dealings with Philip I 1mmad1ately
wonder if they came thru okay. I was pleased to learn that &ou had not disposed
of 2ll your plates nor have any intention of doing so.

L may get down Hast esrly mext month and if I go I may take Mildred
with me - perhaps around the time of the Meroni sale. Here is hoping thatﬁ?§~can
get together.

We certainly had a big day here yesterday and the telephone rangggai day
with out-of-town calls and telegrams. I do not guppose asnyone ever had a nicer
three score and ten birthday or received a finer remembrance.

I note your name amonc the sixty-six of my cood friends who parti '? &

and I wish to express my sincere thanks and hearty appreciation. '

With all best wishes -

Yours cte.,



C AJE.S. No. 19844 4. S.A. No. 483 S.K,A.‘Na. 12627

Jack £. Molesworth
D‘\ilatelic B'r'olser

102 Beacom
Boston 16, Massachusetts

October 9, 1952,

Dear Stan,

Enclosed are four rather interesting covers
on which I would appreciate your comments:

(1) Pair of #11 on Cover with "TOO LATE"™ marking. Is
this marking genuine? Scarce or rare? Any suggestion
as to what I should price it at?

(2) #11 to Canada. Is this a scarce rate?

(3) #24, 10 copies on cover from Calif. Your bock men-
tions that such are scarce, but I'm wondering how scarce
as basis for pricing. Any suggestion you might give me
here?

(4) #9 pr. and #11 on cover to Prussia. Believe this
illustrates the 5¢ payment of local postage on foreign
letters after local rate on domestic letters was reduced
to 3¢ as outlined in your last service, Am sending it
with thought you might like to photograph it and send aslong
with next issue. If you care to mention my name as sub-
mitting it, I would be happy to have the publicity. Is

it particularly scarce?

Where I have asked for an indication from you
on pricing, such would be strictly a confidential sugges-
tion and not mentioned to or used in selling it to any
prospective buyer. Also expect to pay for your comments
in that as well as the usual respects. Any endorsements
you fe=1l appropriate on the backs will be apprecizated.

With best wishes,




Y

Oct. 12, 1952.

Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

Herewith the four covers as per yours of the 9th., Here are some
comments:

(1) "Too Late" - S.F. I judge this use was Dec. 16, 1854, The "Too Late" is
well known and the strike is genuine. Covers with this marking are indeed
very scarce as they did not have occasion to use this very often, 1 think
$10.00 would be about right. .

(2) 3¢ to Nova Scotia. I recognized this as an A,.F.Black cover, as I photographed
it years ago. This is most unusual and it 15 one of those things that “got by",

The payment should have been 5¢ to €o by this water route fzom Boston to Halifax.
Note the photo which accompanies this cover - The P,0, clerks at Boston, having

no knowlédge of who mailed the letter couldn't return to the sender for 2¢ addi-
tional and they had no way to eollect the 2¢ from the addressee, hence their only ,
choice was to send it "as is," or to send it to the Dead Letter Office &t Waghinston,
It appears they choose the fommer and let the sender get eway with a saving of 2¢.
Inasmuch as this is quite an oddity, I think it has extra value, say 315.00 would
appear to me to be about right.

Sqge my article in PHSA Vol 1 No 1 (Postal History S. of A)

(3) 10¢ rate from S.F. - The 10¢ rate thus paid is scarce. I Judge you should
charge $35.00 to $50.00. ;

(4) 5¢ inland rate umder the U.S.-British Treaty of 1848 - fully explaimed in
October Service Issue - covers o Prussia showing this "5¢ Inland Rate" are very
rare. 1 judge $25.00 would be okay. :

There is no fee for the above.
A We certainly had & big day here Friday, the 10th, and the telephone rang
dll day with out-of=town calls and telegrams. I do not suppose that anyone evep
had a nicer three score and ten birthday or received a finer remembrance. I note
your name among the sixty-six of my good friends who participated and I wish to
express my sincere thanke and hearty appreciation,
With best wishes -

Cordially yours,
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Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
BOX 448
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Oct. 10, 1952.
Dear Stan,

Enclosed find the three covers belonging to Putnam.
They duplicated what I had and Charlie has been sick and Hutch
is out of town. Presumed you wanted these returned before he
"\:a. yells égain. Under the microscope the 90¢ shows>fepair in the
lower left corner part. Quite a nice job of repairing. I believe
The Boston cancel showing the PAID 1s not genuine. The smaller
\;:lb portion of a Boston Paid might be OK.

There is no doubt that the Ward cover with the 5¢
is a fake.,

I am waiting until Hutch gets back and Charlie is
feeling better before submitting the Brook's list of Civil
Ver patriotics. Charlie has & small growth on his back and
will have to have it removed.

Regarding the cover to Bavaria with 48¢ (double, I
believe) that we mentioned that Bilden had. Kecall your letter
of Aug. 8th with a cover to Bavaria with a single 24¢ rate.

I am wondering if there is something we do not know about
during this period. The 24¢ cover showed what appeared to be

a credit of 817" (this could have been a mistake for "7".

The Bilden cover with 48¢ shows a credit of "14". What do vou
think,

I am enclosing a cover to France 1871 with the GB
marking I was thinking of. It is different than the one you

had in mind but is not the oval type. “ute cover with "a"
due us.




Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
X BOX 448
I' ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Also enclosed is a due cover to France in 1874,
What is the red French marking. Another cover to France
in 1856, showing 21 plus 5¢ paid from Calif. to British
frontier., I never saw this marking before. What about the
cover from N.0. to Paris with Paid "10". 1853.

What is your opinion of the STEAM-Panama cover, Was this

a boat marking, thst is mailed on board boat between Panama
and Calif. Another early usage cover from Cincinnsti that

I thought you might want to see.,

Best of wishes to all, More next time,




Oct. 3, 1952,

Mr, Harold W. Stark,
P. O, Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dear Harold:

Here is a photo of the Henry Hill cover that I made last June.
At that time, I wrote Henry that this particular rectangular marking
with the "G,B, - 1 ¥Fr 60 C" was not used on U, S, mail to France before
Jan. 1, 1857 and not later than March 31, 1857 (Mail via G.H.).

wolt was a marking to be used commencing Jan. 1, 1857 according to
the Anglo-French Treaty of September 1856, When the U.S.=ifrench Treaty
went Into effect on April 1, 1857, its use no longer applied.:

0f course, it was doubtless used on mail from other countries that
was transmitted thru Britain to France after March 31, 1857 but not on
mail from the U. 5,

1 believe the above to be correct but if you have any evidence to
the contrary I would like to see it.

“With regards -

Cordially yours,

Photo enclosed  Bl63

5¢ 1856 - used from New Orleans

Mar ? 1857 - Thru Doston Mar. 25, 1857
to Bordeaux, France - A very lste use
of the "5¢ INLAND RATE.®

"8" decimes due in France
U.S. 15¢ \Thie paid the postage from the U.S,Frontier
thru kngland to French destinntion at not over 7 0z.).

(24-60)




Oct. 16. 19520

Mr., Harold W. Stark,
P. 0. Box 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dear Harold:
Yours of the 10th received with enclosures as stated.

Regarding the Bilden cover to Bavaria with the 45¢ rate. I had not
given it any further thought since we discussed it 2% your home. I will
write Bill and request him to loan it to me. If he sends it I will send
you a photo.

Re - the five (5) covers that you sent and I am returning them here-
with., Here are some comments,.

(1) Cover to France from San Francisco Feb, 24, 1871, I am familiar with
this odd G.B. marking but it is not the type that we discussed. The one we
had under discussion was the rectangle and as I stated a2t the time, it was
only used on mail to France (Via England) for three months, the first

guarter of 1857. In the case of the enclosed cover the "4" (as you know)

was our debit to G.B. and the French due was "8" decimes. The New York mark-
ing is "Br - Transit" but if it went by a British meil ship why did we debit
G.B, for 2¢ inland and 2¢ sea? It would seem to me that if we had nothing
to do with the sea carriage, then our share was only 2¢ inland? What do you
think?

(2) From New Orleans Oct. 11, 1874 - sent unpaid under the new Treaty. The
red marking is "75" centimes. On a paid letter from France the rate was 50
centimes per 10 grammes. On unpaid mail from the U.,S. there was a fine of
25 centimes, hence 75 centimes was due on this letter. See P.M.G.Report of
Nov. 14, 1874 for terms of the Treaty. The pen m=rking in upper left is
also "75¢"

(3) Cover from San Francisco Apr. 21, 1856. This S.F, marking is not common
but it is also not rare. I have & nice record of it in my files. To France
Via England from the West Comst the rate was (per % oz.) 21¢ plus 5¢ to the
British Frontier. After that it was the same as an unpald letter from England
to France (per § oz.) with 8 decimes due. This is a nice cover.

(4) From New Orleans to France - Feb, 12, 1853 - This is quite a nice study
in weights. I made a notation in pencil on face which is a brief analysis,
This letter in ounces was over one-half ounce, hence recuired two U. S,
"inland" rates of 5¢. This is what has been termed the "Shore to Ship" by
Perry and myself but as explained in my Oct. 1lst, Service the U.S.-british
Treaty termed it the "inland” charge. In France the sum of 5 Fr 2 decimes was
due or 52 decimes. Look up that table of ounces and grammes by Jaeger in
"Stamps." This is anvery interesting study. Do you suppose that crackpot
Elliott Perry could explain it?



#2. Mr. Harold W. Stark - Oct. 16, 1952,

(5) "Steam Panama." I think this oval me rking was applied by the Agent
in charge of the mails on board the mail ships between Panama and San
Francisco. It indicated the origin of a "Way" letter, and enabled the
S,F, office to properly rate such mail that was brought in by contract
mail steamships. Similar oval markings in use were =

(A) Steam - Acapulco
(B) Steam - Mazatlan
(C) Steam - Manzanillo

The latter (C) is very scarce and I only have a record of two covers with
it - one is in the coming Meroni Sale.

The last line of your letter read: "/nother early usage cover from
Cineinnati that I thought you might want to see."” But there was no such
an item enclosed. Do you recall what this might have been?

Re - the U, 8, "inland” - As you know, the British did not recognize
three rates in the forties and fifties - that is, a letter over 1 ounce but
not over 1} oz. How did this apply to a letter such as the enclosed
number 4? Suppose this had weighed over one(l) ounce but not over 1j oz,
would it have required a payment at New Orleans of 15¢ or 20¢? What do you
think?

With best regerds =~

Cordially yours,




Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
4 BOX 448

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN
Dec. 4, 1952,

Dear Stan,

Have been waiting to hear from you and know that you
were back from your trip. Figured you would be busy castching up
on your correspondence also.

Regarding the Paul Rohloff cover with the 5¢ and 10¢
1847 stamps to France. From your discription and what Jack has
told me I think this is a very clever forgery. My opinion is
that this is a cover of the 1859 period and was a stampless to
France. The dates have been changed to show a 1851 on both the
cover and the enclosure. Perhaps the enclosure is not the original.
I have not seen this cover, but, I can assure you I would not
want it. The French 8 decimes or 15¢ our money 1is a give away.
Have you ever seen an French receiving due of 8 decimes during
this period of 1851, I have seen them later, but not Jan. 1851.
The only other explanation I could give would be that someone
( an 0ld lady, possibly) did not realize that these stamps were
obsolete and used them, say in 1859, and that the Boston P.O.
honored them and then France (who always wanted everything they
could get) recognized them as obsolete stamps and demanded the
letter be classed as an unpaid letter., I am assuming this explan-
ation, since you say you think the stamps originated on this cover,
It would be interesting if I could see this cover and confirm or
deny the theory that they are the original stamps., I dont like
the indistinct Boston marking and certainly if it was a triple
- (over 1/20z) France sure would have caught it. A little over 1/4oz.
might pass, but not a cover over 1/20z. Your mention of 3x5¢
inland (under the U.S.-Bristish Treaty) might be TRANSIT covers
from other countries that England was obliged to honor. I do
not know these foreign treaty arrangements for transit mall, but
it seems to me that unpaid letters from France ( in the 1860
period) might apply as 3 rate letters or more, such as over 1/20z
but not over 5/4oz. stampless or otherwise, from France to U.S.
per British Packet. We sent them to France that way. I belleve
. this transit mail was in a different category than our mall direct

i 3\@ Now referring to some of your correspondence that has
accumulated. Your letter of Oct. 16, 1952. Item l---You got this
- . ._cover mixed up. It is a stampless to France in Feb. 1871. The
~ Vay'4" is credit to us and not G.B. (cover went Br. Pkt.). Our treaty
N  with G.B. at this time stated the country of origin kept the receipts.
Hence the black "4" is a eredit to us. Eigland collected from France.
Covers with 4¢ paid in stamps to France at this period are well
known. I have several. They paid to the Br. frontier. The reason

N ~.I sent the cover to you was the fact that I had never seen a stampless
ﬂa%%g-E‘ “of this period with a "4" due us. "8" decimes due in France on

ég% delivery,




Telephone
Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
BOX 448
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

2.

Your explanation of the other covers was certainly appreciated,
especially #4. This certainly had me puzzled and as you say I

dont believe Perry or the rest could have explained this correctly.
I forgot the Cincinnati cover and have since let Jack have this
cover. He seems to think the 1¢ could prove whether the first
plate had a number or not. It is a sheet margin cover. I was

more interested in the early use of 1¢ paid in the Cincinnati

town marking. Jack said he would send it to you.

I have several items to send for your inspection, but will
not trouble you at this time,

Talked to Jack last night and he was saying that possibly
Renee and himself might fly down to Florida.

Qur trip and yours maybe has been posponded until Feb. Ruth
wont go earlier for the reason that Sonny was called for his physical
and there 1s a possiblility that they might take him when this
semester closes, which will be in the férst part of Feb. If you
want to go earlier, let me know. Other wise I guess I will have
to wait developments, The Shiersons plan to go with us also,

Will let you know as plans take a more definite shape.

Best of all to you and yours,

Sincerely,




Dec. 8, 1952.

Mr. Harold W. Stark,
e O BOX 288.
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dear Harold:

Again re -~ yours of the 4th and the last paragraph on page one, in
reference to the cover to France from San Francisco in Februsry of 1871. Your
analysis is wrong. All markings are in bleck. It 18 a stampless and was sent
unpaid. How could the "4" be a credit to the U.S. if nothing was paid in the
U.5.? We had no treaty with France so whatever the "4" was 1t was a debit or
credit to Britain. Credits were in red, debits were in black. 1 suppose a
credit to the U. S. would be the same as a debit from the U,S. to Britain. Who
applied the "4",surely the U.S. and not G.B. You are quite right on prepaid 4¢
rates but this is entirely different, because this was sent unpaid.

In my letter of Oct. 16th, I inquired why we debited Eritain with 4¢
when the only service we performed was our "inlsnd" - under the Treaty it was 2¢.
However, it must be borme in mind - and I don't see how I cverlooked this im-
portant point - the sea carriage was at the expense of the sending country. In
other wrds, we paid the Cunard Line to caerry this letter to Britaim, hence out
of the sum collected in France, the U. S, was entitled to 2¢ inlend and 2¢ sea.
Thus the "4" in black was our debit to Britain., This is why 4¢ payments were re-
quired on letters to France which were only prepaid to the British frontier -
such payments regardless of nationality of the Sea Carrier. You had the right
idea - g credit to the U.S. but the wrong way of explanation.

Your cover No. 4 is indeed an awfully nice study.
k]

Re - the l¢ 1851 cover from Cincinnati with the stamp a Plate One
Early showing wide sheet at right. This cover is well known to me way back. It
was a Richey cover afndwas I wrote Jack, the stamp cannot be plated, hence we will
never know if it came m an imprint position or not.

If you have :some other items that puzzle you, send them down and I
will see what I can do.
-

With best wishes -

Yours etec.,

(25-15) :
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E. G. GUY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MGR. M. A. HAGERMAN. SECRETARY-TREASURER

J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES M. B. CLARK, AssT. TREAS. & TRAFFIC MGR.

HONE 125

RS, WAy

InCOF\POHATED

CRYSTAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

X CARSON CITY. MICHIGAN

Ionia, Michigan.
October 1l, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N Ft Thomas Awe.
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

It was nice to talk with you on phone last might amd in line with
your suggestion, am sending you Lot #13L9 from John Fox's sale of
the Meroni collection which he will sell November 10th. It will

be impossible for me to attend the sale even tho I wanted to, as the
annual convention of the American Petroleum Institute takes place
in Chicago on these same dates and I will be at the Conrad Hilton
Hotel during this period.

I have written John that I questioned this cover and phoned you and you
told me to send it down to you aml you would forward it on to him at
New York.

As I understand these rates to France during the non-treaty period
prior to April 1, 1857, the rate could only be 5¢ - 20¢ or 21¢.

There just was'nt any 15¢ rate. And this cover looks too immaculate

to be true anywagy . And where is the black manuscript French due marking
usually found on such covers? (See page 333 Vol II your book on these
rates.) This 5¢ red imperforate was only issued according to the Scott
Specialized Jan 1, 1856 and this date on this cover is FEB i 1856.

Now according to page 113 of your "Special Service" wherein you list
earliest known dates of use, you state the earliest known date of use
of the 5¢ red brown of 1856 is March 15, 1856. This is almost six
weeks earlier. Can youdetect Zareski's trade mark on this cover?

On the other hand, the very fact that I sent this cover to you will
make John Fox curious and if this cover is genuine (by any chance) I
would like to acquire it amd would bid up to as high as #150.00 for it,
so I request you refrain from giving Fox any information on it or I just
would 'nt get it. On the other hand, if its a fake, as I suspect it is,
I see no harm in telling Fox and having him withdraw it from the sale.

Will await your report with interest amd know you will be most interested
in this cover, which you may want to write up in your "Special Service."

Regards to all.

Sinc

: .
sEne : J eckenstein

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR O H%R u§zs ND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-

ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON

THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY, TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER.



W i i

- Oct. 15' 1952.

Mr, J. G. Fleckenstein,
419 Union St., .
Ionia, Mich,

: Dear Jack:

‘ Your registered with the Fox auction cover csame in today st noon and 1
got busy with it st once, After you talked with me 1 looked up the catalopue
illustretion and noted the date was I'eb. 4, 1856, and thet date reminded me

“of a fake in my reference colleetion.

Back in February of 1945 a 5¢ 1856 came up in'a H, R. Harmer ssle. - an ..
offer cover copy - I had never seen a 5S¢ used even in the month of February and
have 1 up to this time.,  I.sent for the copy and found it was a plate proof
made in 1875, backed up with another piece of paper and nicely canceled with a
New :Orleans postmark of Feb, 4, 1856, Of course, the 1875 reprints are all

_Type 11 but this feke had the projections painted in, I enclose you a photo of

the item which is now in my reference collection. I think I showed it to you,
i had to pey Harmer $15.00 for it.

Of course, this Fox auction cover is a fake and I believe the whole thing
was made by Zareski. Of course, no one will believe thet I am right - Fox'
will guestion my opinion and so will Meroni - I ‘suppoce the Expert Committee of
The Philatelic Foundation would issue.a certificate stating -the cover is genuine
in every respect, but nevertheless this thipng eouldn't be good any more than the
Hew Orleans postmark could be good on & proof printed in 1875. If Zareski could
apply a fake postmark to a single, he eould, of course, make fake postal markings
and apply them to feke covers he mede. Of course, the two stamps are cleaned of

~ the original cancelations.

;X am not going to volunteer any informatiom to John - What's the u=?  The -
dealers get mad if I call their attentiom to & fake and lots of times they dom't
believe what I tell for the very simple reason thet they don't want to. I note
on the Lack is"$275.00" in pencil. Maybe Méroni paid such a price but I doubt it.

- While my eyes fafled to detect tracés of original cancels by the lamp on
both stamps, -and I doubt if my ultra violet photos will show any, the surface of
the stemps indicate cleaning and espeeially is this true of the 5¢.

There was no 1l5¢ rate $o Franchin-1856 and regardless of that fact, the
Gover is all wrong both a8 & pre-tready (april 1, 1857) and Treaty letter. Had
it Leen a use prior to April 1, 1857 it would heve shown a French due marking - Had

.1t Deen of the Treaty period, it would /Have showed a c¢redit in a New York postmark

to the French Postal Depertment. feopde who would cuestion my opinion know nothing
of such features ani their opinions aré: not based on facts but on the "looks" of
an item, hence Zareski does rake them#{look" good, Why not?

I would like -to write up this cov\‘r in my "Service" but before & would do so

- 1 will heve to tell John it is a fake. I may be in New York at the time of the sale.

Best wishes - ~ Cordially,



FAKE 54 1856 Cover— Meron: Sale By Fox- Nov 16 -1 ~ke -1952 |SEE
BZH Lok 1349 - The New Orlcans postmoriC ls A Fake - Alse |7E-16
The New Yorld And Ffrench And The [Pb] Alse Oval Forwarclers
Ar2e'g - GREEN - FIL8 - 1O Sec - Oct 15 1952 Both Stomps Cleaned
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October 6, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P.0.Box 31

33 No.Ft. Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Both Les and Beldon have gone to St.Louis together but
I will show them your letter to Harold Stark. I'm happy to have
the information.

Today I received the enclosed cover from Hoboken,
New Jersey to Frankfort. It came from Jamet in Paris, one of
the reliable dealers there. In fact, the two covers I showed
you in Detroit came from him.

Neither I nor the boys here have ever seen a cancel
like the one on the pair. It isn't tied on and it looks quite
modern.

Before I buy it, what do you think of it? I'll be
away until October 24th so take your time in giving your opinion.

The stamps enclosed will cover registration. Tell me
what your fee is please.

Yours truly,

H W HILL :N / ‘?‘im/ FY AT AL
F,.‘



Oct. 20, 1952.

Mr, Henry W. Hill,
20-26 - 2nd St., South,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Henry:

Herewith the cover to "Frankfurt" as per yours of the 6th, I am pleased
to inform you that it is genuine in every respect and cuite a nice item. I
have endorsed it on the reverse. If you decide not to keep it you can erase my
memo.

2

This letter went by "Hamburg Packet" and the rate was 15¢, with 5¢ the U.S.
share and 10¢ the share of the Hamburg office. I enclose an example of the red
New York msrking. The mail steamer "BORUSSIA" was a ship of the "Hamburg American
Line" which was built in England and entered the Atlantic service in 1856. The
caencel on the two 5¢ stvamps was simply a "killer" and its design had no significance.
The color of all three stamps is quite good.

A tracing of this ﬂiY. postmark is shown in Vol. 2 of my One Cent Book.

I enclose photo of the cover. Don't pay any attention to the white around
the stamps. This is due to a retouching of the negative to avoid over-exposure in
printing of the stamps. The difference in density of the two stamps is due to the
retouching.

I am seriously considering going down to New York to the Meroni sale. In the
next week or so I will send you a photo of a cover in that sale.

I had a nice letter from your friend Jamet this past week. He is very anxious
to know more about U.S. stamps and covers and requests my assistance. It is an in-
teresting letter and I will send you a copy. I am glad that you consider him ab-

solutely reliable. In this respect he is quite the exception among the dealers in
Paris. I had some to the conclusion that they were all a lot of crooks.

With every good wish =
Cordially yours,

(25-17)
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MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama,
Saturday P.M. 3/29/52.

lMr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Just came home from a trip to New Orleans. Saw the Weill boys while
there. Nothing new.

T have your letter of the 28th. No, we did not get out to Nyack
at all on our trip. As you say Susan had the virus or flu or grippe or what
ever you choose to call it. It is contagious and I did not want to be exposed
to it needlessly. So Jean did not get to come to town at all altho we were
hopeful until the last day that she comld get away. Then Nancy came home on
a vacation trip from Cornell and that made her even closer to home. Ve were
of course sorry to miss seeing herm. Dorsey thinks Jean and lMildred are just
about as nice as they come.

I got a few lots from the Paige sale, four covers in all. I had
not seen them but what do you think? I got back one of my eld covers that
you had sold for me to C.L.Roser according to the record. Small worldi

One of the lots I picked up while awgy was the enclosed from a
H.R.Harmer sale, four shades of the SUS 78. I was struck with the great
variety of color to this one stamp. Thought you might like to see them.

Cost $15.

Then here is the 90¢ 1860 I wrote you to see. Keep it as long as you

wish if you want to pBoto it for your records, that is fi it is good.

I expect to stay home all next week, still resting up a bit. Just

feel tired all the time.
“*—————’é%§éé££%§i_A—\‘r
»

Enclosed lot 420 HRH sale 3/2L/52 $15.00
90¢ 1860 185.00
Surcharge Value at 200,00




March 31, 1952,

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3000 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,
Dear Im: -

Just a line to acknowledge receipt of yours of Saturday last
with the four 24¢ '61 and the 90¢ 1860, I want to check the lstter
very carefully to see if 1 can definitely determine if this cancel is
genuine. It seems to me that I have seen this copy before but I cannot
find any record of it after a rather hasty search of my photos,.

i note that you will be home all week.

Faul Rohloff and Kenworthy of Chicago were down for the week-
end and Paul sent his regards to you. They don't come any Tiner than
thet boy and I know you will agree 100 percent,

Thanks for the Stadtmiller list which I return. I am writing
him to send me item #7.

With best repards -

Yours ete.,



April 5, 1952.

Mr, Emmerson C. Krug,
3000 - l3th ive., Eouth,
Birmmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:
Herewith the 90¢ 1860 and the four 24¢ 1861.

I have carefully studied this 90¢ stamp and I would rather
not exprecs an opinion. It has some very good features and some that
lock & bit suspicious to me. If this was submitted to me by the Pfs
1 would state thet I 'was unable to arrive at e definite conclusion,
hence preferred not o express an opinion. Perhaps I could get a
better idea if I would photogreph it thru a2 blue screen but I did not
do this. I suggest thet you seand it to the P,F.Committee. If they
send it to me, I will decline an opinion as above. They don't |y me
anything for my work and in meny ceses 1 could posgibly arrive at some
definite decisicns if I mdde photographs thru screens or by ultra-
violet but photography is expensive and sco is my time 80 I don't think
I should be called upon to make such contributions to the F.F. '

Later on if you wish o return it tc me I will be glad to
nake photographiec tests 'but it is a gamble whether or not the results
would show anything.

Re - the four 24¢ - I think that sl1 &ye variations of the
Hed Lilac,

I em hurrying to get this to the P.0. before noon sc that 1t

‘will reach you tomorrow.

“ith best regards -

Yours etc.,

Re Abheve ! ~ This ﬂoc%

Has A Daublg oFrilce
o'k The dbosl o TRED



‘Dec. 22, 1852

CMpy F:ihmerscn' C. Krug, 5
3008 13th Ave., South, :
Bimingham, Ala._ 8

_-Da?!‘ Bm‘

Re = your 90¢ 1.860 with’ the two strikes of the Boqton
; PAID Please note H, R, Harmer Sale Apr. 14, 1952 - Lot #80.
ere again is a 90¢ 1860 with two strikes of khe Boston ZAID.
I evidentlv examined this copy es I made a netural size photo of
Lt ~Do you remember it? .

!fours ha“s‘bil‘y,

(See Fhoto (47)

L




MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY

INCORPORATED

Birmingham, Alabama.
Saturday, July 5, 1952.
3008~ 13th Ave. South,

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky. »
In re: 90¢ 1860 Used Bingle.

Dear Stan,
So as you will have it at hand when this hot spell breaks
and when you have the time, and only then, I am enclosing the 90¢ 1860

single. I want you to charge me for all the time and expense you go to
into giving me your opinion of this stamp.

Sincerely,

Ence. 90¢ 1660 SUS #39 Used Single.




Q‘N

T A

I finally got ahold of two 3¢ 1857 covers with the large Boston

PAID on them as a canceller. I mounted them on cardboard so as to match = ‘“2244

with the double strike of the same on my 90¢ 1860, the one you had. shows the
double strike to be paralell, one significant thing. Also the ink of both the

3¢ and the 90¢ look alike and the ink looks a little "oily" or"runny'on the

90¢ Jjust as it does on _the two 3¢ ones. When the heat breaks I want to send this
up to you and I want you to spend some time and photos on it and charge it to
e I think it will be enlightening and worth the time and expense.




Oet. 19, 1952.

Mr. immerson C., Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:

First of all, here is your 90¢ 1860 with the two strikes of the Boston
postmark together with the items which you included., Harold Stark returned
this several days ago and he stated thot in his opinion he did not believe
the two strikes are genuine. I quote as follows from his letter:

"Under the microsecope the 90¢ shows repair in the lower left corner.
Quite a nice job of repairing. I believe the Boston dancel showing
the "PAID" is not genuine.” (unquote)

Now what do I think of this copy. To be quite frank I don't know but I am in-
elined to doubt it is genuine., There are some good fectures and some that I
don't like. I did not make any enlarged photographs by quertz lamp because I
was convinced that they would not disclose anything worth while, hence would be
a waste of time and material, I heve, in the past year, seen some extremely
elever work by Zareski snd I am going to watch my step in giving any opinions

on cancels 'on off cover material unless I am very very sure thet I am absolutely
right. For example, that cover in the Meroni Sale with the fake New Orleans
postmark. Lot #1349, Jim, you can appreciste the fact thal Zareski could very
essily make an imitation of the Boston "PAID" in grid and strike it on an unused
eopy of the 90¢. In this case, let us suppose he used a damaged copy. The very
best advice that I can give you, end this is just between ourselves, forget

used copies of the 90¢ 1860, unless one turns up that we can believe is genuine.

When I consult with the members of the Expert Committee I intend to give
them advice along the above lines on this stamp. To sum up - I don't believe
that anyone could establish it #s a fact thet the two strikes on this stamp are
genuine - still they might be. We can identify "paintings" (painied cancels), but
when a ¢rook makes an exact imitation of an original thru a photo-engraving process,
what have we to go by except the ink? If the faker uses a black ink thet is
different from an original we can get somewhere but where are we if he uses an
imitation? I am enclosing a photo of the "Va" 90¢ 1860 thet I mmde by Ultra Violet.
This print is valueless in detemining whether this copy is good or bad,

With regards -

Yours etc.,




MORRISON CAFETERIA COMPANY
INCORPORATED
B irmingham, Alabama.
Saturday A.M. 10/25/52.

lMr. Staniey B. Ashbrook,
33 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Your letter dated Oct. 25th but postmarked Oct. 2Lth, 7 PM
came this morning at braekfast. I hasten to reply.

First we will be delighted to go to Nyack Sunday if our
arrival does not delay your trip out there. We arrive at 1:20 P.l. EST.
at the Penn station and should be settled in the Commodore very much
prior to 2 oclock. Would that be early enough to join with you? If it
is count on us. I like all the folks you speak of and surely would
like to have Harry along. Winn Boggs is nice and so is Edgar and his
misses, so go ghead and meke the “deal". I agree with you we should make
some arrangement to go out for dinner up there at one of the many places
along the Hudson. It would be entirely too big a job for Jean.

I return the Letter from Rust. I must confess he confuses
me about the finance angle for I know he is or must be a very wealthy
man. He bought a sheet of Jl.00 Columbians the other day at an auction
of Siegel's and paid $4750.00 for it without a qualm. And I am sure he
knows nothing about its potentials. He seems to be collecting entirely
from an investment angle, a thing I gespicioned before now. And of course
unless he knows a lot about covers which I doubt, he would not have any
information to go by like the SUS which he can follow thru the catalog.
Of course I shall not say or hint anything at all sbout him with Ezra.

I spoke to you about the 24¢ 1861 cover I got the other
day at a Pelander sale. As long as I am sending it to you I am enclosing
a 5¢ 1847 and some black jacks also for your ideas. Note the "15 days after
issuecame out of a lot @ 6.75 which lot 462 was nine days after issue
and someone paid $28.00 for it. The conditihon of my lot and the cancels
are much nicer than the $28 one.

Now about my 90¢ 1860 which I had intended to write about
before I got this letter to return it. In the first place when I sent it
5 ,__sz;xau_l_gg&g%.you to CHARGE me for the time you spent on it. This you
have not done# You were to make some infra photos of the cancel and so
forth. I had no idea about pttting it under a microscope because I cant
concieve of anything showing up that would effect its genuineness. I have
a fairly good microscope myself but woufggkmmfwmat to look for if I did.
I doubf sincerely if Mr. Stark would know either. When Ez and I got that
stamp out of a Gregory lloziam Sale last March when I was up there in person
e said to me, "Em, that cancel looks good. Buy,;it'on such a chance and
it may be. It has an oily appearance that I like." So, I bought it and HRere
is how it was described by Greg:
Lot 28-0- 90¢ blue (39) very fine appearance, insigniiicant thin spot,
black "Boston Paid® (Photo).ssssessessiosas I R e o5 6% 50 e RO R0
The sale was held lMarch 20, 1952 and I paid $50.00 for the chance.
1 #eel you know me well enough to know that I would not have you 0.K.
a stamp for me unless you felt sure it was 0.K. but I do think T can ask
you to go a little further into this case. You say "forget 90¢ 1860 unless
we can believe it is genuine." Well, it presents a challange to me to find




agentineseopy.: There mist be some the selle as there are manj copies of
the "90¢ 1869+ .«

I dont thlnk the fact that the stamp was thin.or repalred and
torn or. what.have youyin: any way affects the: "enulneness of the cancel.
Why should it? Note the enclosed cards :

(See Numbers on Back of Mounts.) ’ g 1
#1 wWas. lot 401— Harmer Rooke Jeifrys sale O/18/)1 Cogt me 3190400
| e 82— u ol 4 Cost me 29400
e - 282 Mogdan sale-}/ZO/,L , Post‘me,' C50 003

71, -passed by you years agoand also: the P.F.-is wag deocrlbod
Myith Defccts." Well, it has onl the ¢011011nu, thin-repaired at the
3l bottom-perfs pulled Qnd notched ‘at topand ‘sides. Yet I would not take:
i 4ﬁﬁwwk & nice profivion it today. Ly ‘point, I fear .the fact that my Mozian copy

0\ was thin. or. repaired pave Mr.-Stark ‘the wrong attitude towardsihis. remurh

W % "I believe. the ‘canced is not genuine.' Well, T believe it isiand T am. o ¢
éﬁigfgigirjlng go prove ite Lonly wish he had Niven some -reason why he so.
belisveéd. Do you sée my point? e ke

1 includé the' #1 copy 2lso toishow the-fact that'the color of: the
~submitted copy is dabk 1ike the #l. I send the fake cancelled;#2,  to
show the dighter shade of blue of the "remainders.:" I had placed bids
on .all four'of the 90¢.1660s that Wand sent'up to sell for: Jeffrys:, I
missed ‘the Tirst one, lot 480, with a 0. .cancel, but got the other
three, even know1ng this one’ N.G.f It is also towvn almost half bl
But /iy serves me as 2 color chart for the remainders and:less expen51ve
than ‘buying an unused copy for what. purposes

T am indeed cflao you will look further into thi$ latter when
you get a chunce‘ ' 5 :

Thanks Lor the analysis of ‘the three-covers L. sent you and your
enﬁorsemcnt of. them. I -also enjoyed Harold Brooks!' radio story. It was a
elassics Returnec herewith. : g

Jell, T must not bore you with: too, long 2 letteri Sothere is™
hop1n~ we have lots o¢ tlmc in' New York together.

. b /s S ARbT )
ta nrlvelege and-honor te "look: after
nner., S0 .count on us. “And.Dorsey is

) Having a cood ‘time wlth her.

We, Dorsey and, T consid s i

iHildred while you attend. the!P.Ir, di
ES

U

much dimprioved snd.looking forward

iGN 5 e : ,‘ Sincerely. s e
AV losed: ‘_%\\-J

Q¥ Lot 6b Pelander Sale 10/16/52  $130.00

e et a e : =Rl I.50: (15 days after isgsue.) ;
62 W il MY o 8.50 ' (Draft Notice inside- Albany, Ne¥.)
n 66 B RIPSAY O BRIl 6:75 (fhlladelpbla Postofflce— Nov: 1L% )
,_E )ISQ 1 v " [ ]_L 00
v ),81 Harmey Rooke. Sale 9/18/51 190,00
i }_“32 : “n i it 20 00
w28 Mozian 9&1e'3/¢o/52 50,00
o : H32b77
e 55 Shie
Registered_?or.;@,.ﬂ....;.. hb -

‘%“M Uatlh o Sl




Dec. 18, 1952.

Mr., Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Desr Im:

W ¢ tAined in yours of
the 12%h - total vallet§510.00; also the three copiel 90¢ which I

figure at $200,00, sf!i'axﬁinsuring this sending U $700.

I made a number of negatives of the 90¢ with the Boston and also
negatives of the other two stamps -whether these new plates will show any-
thing or not I do not know. I wish that I could assure you that the DBoston
90¢ 1860 has genuine strikes but so far I simply cannot do so. I am more
dubious than ever about this copy. I would much prefer to state that I
don't know whether the cancel is good or note As yet 1 have not developed

the negatvives but I am hoping thaet they will show gome definite evidence.

: enclosed recent pgr*i.ses. You did not request
will pardon it if you: 51

km, regarding
my aavice and I trubt yc

fiot agree - My advice is
nkfvou are reaching a bit

Here is little chance in

this present day and /| gbejk vbtaining any *eal desirable items in an auction
sale at a fair prlce%-pq’d this, of course, influences dealers to put out-
rageously Bigh prices G stock that they have for sale. After each sale it
seems that they go thru their (picked over) stock and merk up ppices. Tuke

that 10¢ 1855 Keffer cover. The price was simply beyond all reason. I may be
all wet and wong on the future trend of prices but I figure when ordinary items
are priced far too high, they cease to have any attraction.

I started out to give you just a hint - to take it easy -~ but I
note L got a bit beyond.

Christmaw Creetinge to all the family.

Cordially yours,

(25-18)



Dec. 2%. i952 .

-

Kr. Emmereon C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave, South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear km:

Here sre three photo prints of your 90¢ 1860 with the Boston
mede with three different filters.  Perhaps L got the best result with
the "C5" - Thig 1s & very derk blue and it filtered out sll the blue in the
ink and brought ocut the lines of the cencelation. I am of the opinion that
thise is definitely a paint job, and not a very clever one at that. I doubt
if this was done by Zareski. I also enclose prints of your other two
copies.

Note carefully the "C5" felter photo print - the horizontal lines -
do not have the appearance of being hand-struck from a stamper - they are
"WAVY" in the enlarged state, Rather a clumsy way to describe but. I trust
you will see what I have attempted to describe. Perhaps this vhoto will
lead you to agree with me. I thought at first the two "canceds" might have
been mede from an "imitation" stamper of the Loston "PAID". bu¥ I am now of
the opinion that this is & "paint" job,

N derry Christnus

Yours ete.,
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HORACE S. POOLE
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE
DUBUQUE, IOWA

October 14, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I am enclosing a cover with 1851 stamps,
which will you please look over.

The 10 cent stamp is, I believe, Type 111
and I would like to have you confirm . Also
I would like to know the color of the strip
of six.3 cent stamps and the probable year:
of 1issues What I am trying to do is arrive.
at the probable:year that thls cover was
usede.

A self addressed stamped envelope 1s enclosed
and when you return the cpver, will you please:
insure it for §$36.00. Gigﬁgg%y is enclosed
which may cover your fee and stamps are
included to cover cost of insurance.

Thank you very much.

P



Oct. 19, 1952.

Mr. Horace S. Poolse,
1475 Montrose Terrace,
Dubuque, Iowa.

Dear Mr., Poole:

I was out of town most of last week and on my return yesterday I found
yours of the 14th with the Iowa cover which I am returning herewith.

In 281l probability this cover was used on March 10th, 1857. The 3¢
stamps are what is known as the 1857 elaret color and &here is no question
but what March 10th, 1856 would have been giuch too early for this color. The
chances are, that had the letter been mailed on Mareh 10th, 1858 that the
stemps used would have been perforated, Of course, we have to consider the
possibility that the writer may have had some of the imperforate stamps on hand
as late as March 1858 but I am inclined to doubt if that is true in this case.

Was "Fort Dodge” a military post in 18577 The address is in a female
handwriting and indicates(?) the addressor was a person of education and culture.
This makes me wonder &f she was the wife of some military officer?

May I thank you very kindly for your cheeck for $2,00.

Sincerely yours,

(25=19)



HORACE S. POOLE
1475 MONTROSE TERRACE
DUBUQUE, IODWA

October 25, 1952.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Thank you for your interesting legter of
October 19th, with which you returned the
Fort Dodge, lowa cover. The information
is very much appreciated.

Forti Dodge was a temporary military post
from 1851 to 1853. This was during the
time the indians in lowa were being trans-
ferred from Iowa to lands further west on
north.

Among a group of covers recently secured,
I have found two items that may interest
you, and 1 want you to have them. They
are enclosed. One 1s a ragged torn 3 cent
1857, stuck to a letter, but with margin
attached showing part of plate number, it
may be helpful to you. The other is a St.
Louis 1860 cover: with a pair of 1857 3 cent
stamps, the margin showing part of the
imprint of the makers. I1If I find othesm.
that may interest you, you will hear from
me e

Thank you very much.

Very sincerely yours ;;

e @ié%j{%f

=
Lpo it A5
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Oct. 18, 1952,

Mr. Wm. O. Bilden,
200 Kasota Blds-.
g lﬁnuapo].is, Minn.
Dur mn. v :
L5 Ro - %hat cover to Gemny with the 48¢ payrent that
n; dmuasod at the Stark place. If not too much t rouble

' nil;—m send it down to me so that I ecan again have a Look

Sincerely yours,
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Oct. 22, 1952,

Mr, William O, Bilden,
200 Kasota Bldg.,
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Bill:

Thanks very much for your kindness in sending me the cover with the 48¢
payment, which I am returning herewith.

I don't think anyone can give a correct explanation of this cover because
almost everything about it is contrary to facts., The markings show that it
went by Prussian Closed Mail (thru Englend in sealed bags) to Aachen, Prussia,
where the bags were opened and mail sent on to various destinations in the
German States and points beyond.

This surely went to Switzerland snd the rate was 35¢ per half ounce. On
such a single rate letter our credit to Prussia was 12¢. This shows a credit of
l4¢ Why? 4 do not know. On & single letter of 1/2 oz., the rate to Prussia
was 30¢, and our credit to the Prussian P.0.,D. on such a letter was 7¢, on a letter
going beyond P#ussia to Switzerland there was an added credit of 5¢, making the
total credit of 12¢ as mentioned above.

£ thie letter didn't weigh over 1/2 oz. all thet should have been paid was
35¢ =and the credit would have been 12¢. If the letter weighed between 1/2 and one
, ounce the rate wduld have been 70¢ and the credit would have been 24¢. So you see
the 48¢ pay and the credit of 14¢ do not Tit either #n overpay, much less an under-
pay. In faet, in the case of an underpay the total payment would have been dis-
regerded and 70¢ would have been due, and the New York marking would have been
in black with a debit of 46¢ (2 x 23).

I have no record of any letter going to Switzerland with a credit to Prussia
of 14¢ - There was no ‘rate to Switzerland by any route that I know of thaet required
a credit of l4¢. In fact, the only use of this New York postmark with "14" was on
prepaid double rate letters of 2 x 30¢, requiring a credit of 2 x 7¢.

To sum up this cover is cockeyed from any angle a solution is attempted and
the only thing that I can think up is that there was another 12¢ stamp in the ex=-
treme upper left corner = thus a payment of 2 x 30¢ with the New York clerk mistaking
the address as a letter to Germany requiring a credit of 2 x 7d.

Re - the crossing out of the "Via Liverpool" and substitution of "Via Prussia."
The use was Oct. 25, 1858 from Galena, Ill. In 1858 October 25th fell on Monday. I
suppose the writer intended the letter to go in the open mail Via Liverpool in which
event it would have gone by a Cunard mail ship sailing on Vednesday, Oct. 27th.
This letter, in 1858, could not have reached New York in time so the routing was
changed to cateh a sailing by American packet on Saturday, Oct. 30th. Saturday was
the regular sailing date. I note that the "S.S.Ariel" of the Bremen Line sailed with




#2. Mr. William O. Bilden, Oet. 22, 1952,

mail for Germany on Saturday, Oct. 30, 1858. Such mail was rated as "American
Packet. However, if this letter went via Bremen it was sent in a sealed bag
Via Bremen to Aachen. On the back is a rectanguler marking with the letters
"E,B." ete, This was a railroad marking and applied on the cars between Aachen
and Basle. "E.,B." I believe meant, "Bisenbahn" or perhaps "Eisenbahn" which
translated means railroad. Am I correct? I believe "CURS" meant "CARS" and
the "V" meant "Car V" or train V - or something of thaet order. However, this
point is of little importance.

I believe the letter bears the address of the Swiss town of Zofingen.
The departure date from New York was Oct. 30 - the Aachen date looks like Nov, 18 -
the "E,n." is Nov 20 - the circular "Basle" (on back) looks like "NOV ?" and the
other circular on back is probably "ZOFINGEN" "21" of NOV,

I don't understand why it took 19 days for this letter to go from New York
to Aachen. In October of 1858 the Cunard ships made the c¢rossing from Boston
and New York to Liverpool in eleven to twelve days.

Finally - my lamp shows (?) a faint indiecstion thet there might have been
another stamp in the upper left corner - or do I imagine this?

I will send a copy of this lettsr to Harold Stark and later I will send him
photo prints front and back of the cover.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,

P.S.=-1 neglected to make an extra carbon copy so I will send mine up to Harold
when I send the photo prints.




Oct. 22, 1952.

Mr, E, R, Jacobs,
1251 Asbury Ave.,
Evanston, Ill,

Dear Epmie:

No doubt you heard or read that I had a birthday several weeks ago
and some of my friends gave me quite a surprise prrty. There was just
one little note of sadness =zbout the whole affair - not a word of good
cheer from my old friend Ernie. However, i suppose you didn't know any-
thing about it and if you had I am sure you would have sent me & card.

Brnie as long as I live 1'11 never forget that note of yours of
last spring when you heard I was il1l. I am sure I know where your heart
is.

I am planning to go down to New York for a conference with the Expert
Committee of the Philstelic Foundation and if I do, I will arrange the dete
to fit in with the Meroni Sale. I will take Mildred with me to keep me out
of trouble. We plan to go up and spend a day with Jean and Carroll. This
is something 1 have wanted to do for years but never hed the opportunity.
Jessup will be in New York at the time of the sale and our good fikends the
Emmerson Krugs of Birmingham plan to be in New York at thet time. It would
be fine if Marie and you could join us.

I was up to Cleveland last week as the guest of a select group of ad-
vanded collectors and during a little infommel talk at the dinner they gave
me I recalled thebstop-over trips thet we made there enroute to New York years
ago - the time Major Herris entertained us - How Joe Lozier went with us to
New York; snd how he left a valuable lot of material with Sam to take care of
over night. How long ago that scems - sort of like a dream,.

We trust that Marie and you are well and we send you both our love and
best wishes -

Yours as ever,
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TELEPHONE
MAIN 6055

William 0. Bilden

Philatelic Rroker

MEMBER
WESTERN COVER SOCIETY
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY PHILATELIC AMERICANS
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI PHILATELIC SOCIETY

NORTHWEST STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.

200 KASOTA BUILDING

Oct. 28, 1952

Mr., Stanley Be. Ashbrook
Ps 06 Box 31
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan,

I have your letter with the retum of the cover and also your
card of the 24th. Thanks. I note with interest your various remarks
about the cover. 1 agree with you as to the possibility that a stamp
was in the upper right hand corner of the cover. I put the cover under
the lamp and it shows that there possibly was a stamp there. If there
was such a stamp there, then I assume that it probably was another 12¢
which would then give the cover a 60¢ rate. Assuming this to be correct,
then I believe that your remark about the rating clerk at New York not
seeing that the cover was addressed to Switzerland rated it only to Prussia,
to be the correct expanation., Zvidently, all he notieeé@d was the "Via
Prussian Closed lail" and therefore assumed that it was going to Germany
without looking at the address. Thus, the reason for the 14¢ credite.
Therefore, the double rate to Switzerland should have been 70¢ and
through an eversight of a post office clerk 60¢ actually carred it to its
destination.

A1l of the above are merely repetitions of the thoughts that
you expressed in your letter and 1 believe that if we assume that another
12¢ stamp at one time was on the cover, then your explanation of the cover
is corredt. I cann ot offer any other explanation, cam you ¥

1 enjoyed, greatly, your recent article in nStamps" on the 5¢
51. Your arguments are concrete and thorough and should settle once and
for all anyymore discussion on this phase of the 5¢ 1851,

Whenever I run across any other covers that I think might be of
interest to you I will be glad to send them to you.

Cordially yours,

WILLIAM Oe BILDEN

WoB/jd
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Oct. 23, 1952,

Mr, C., M. Phillips, Jr.,
Route 1, Box 78,
¥Winter Haven, Fla,

Dear Clare:

Yours of the 22nd received with the Canton, Miss. cover of "Dec 25"
and the Xmas tree. I know this cover way back and I have a record of it in
my files. It was Lot 53 in the Kelleher sale of June 11th, 1938 - and it
wae from the Judge Fmerson collection. It sold @ $41,00 and I understood
that the buyer was Jim Hardy. At any rate Hardy submitted it to a good
friend of mine in February 1941 with a price of $50,00. I msde a memo at
thet time as follows: "Hardy stuck with this one and is unable to prove it
is good." My record don't disclose what I advised my friend or whether he
gsent it back to Hardy or bought it. Do you think it still belongs to Hardy?
If so, please treat anything L state about it as strictly confidential.
I would charge Hardy $10.00 for an opinion on the cover or anyone else but
you a five dollar bill simply because my opinion on the cover would add value
to it. Therefors, for your information only and not to be quoted - the cover
is genuine - the cancel was not handstamped but handdrawn by the postmaster,
He probably only had a few letters to mail on that Xmas day and he drew this
design to cancel the stamp. It is bLelieved he was quite an artist and whittled
out of wood the various stampers he used as killers,.

) That is a nice letter head you have and the slogan at the bottom is very
good. I sure wish you all the luck possible.

Glare, I doubt if I have any material that you could place but I'll see
if I can dig up anything for you. I don't care to place material in other
hands to sell but prefer to sell outright for cash. Further L do not have any
bargain,.

On the above basis say the word and I might be able to send you some
items you cofild use.

Re - your query - re - the "B" in my neme. It is for "Bryan" - not William
J. or any connection of his., Bryan is a pi@neer Kentucky name. A sister of
Daniel Boone married a Bryan - one of her descendants married a distant cousin
of my mother and they were very devoted. My mother gave her name Bryan to me for
a middle name. I am glad that as a young man I used my Tirst name rather than
"S. Bryan Ashbrook."  People might have thought I was a sixteen to one silverite.

Ny

Yesterday and today we had reports of that hurricane- I do hope it gives
Florida a wide berth.

Some of my Detroit friends are going to Florida in Janusry and as a birthday
gift they insist thet Mrs. Ashbrook and 1 go with them. We may do so - thus per=-




;/'2. Mr., C, I’[- Phillips, Jr-' Octo 23. 1952.

haps an opportunity to meet your family and you, and especially Mrs. Phillips.
Our kindest regards to you and yours.

Sincerely yours,

PeS,~=1It was 22 here Tuesday and that is the coldest October weather within my
memory. Looke like a long cold winter.
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Dec. 13, 1952.

Mr. C. M, Phillips, Jr.,
Route 1 - Box 78,
Winter Heven, Fla,

Dear Clare:

Herewith the Xmas Tree cover which I have signed on the
back for you. I am returning your check as there is no fee to you for
this authentication.

If you want to sell the cover, I sucgest that you submit
it to my good friend Harold Stark. His address is - Mr, Harold W, Stark,
¥, 0., Box 288, Ann Arbor, Mich, I don't know whether it would interest
him or not but it might if you do not over-price it. Tell him you are
sending it to him at my suggestion.

I suppose you intend to desl principally in unused 20th Century -
If so, perhavs you might be interested in purchasing a superp collection
which contains s@srything from 1900 to 1945. Every stamp is superb and a
picked eppy - perhaps you could purchase this and retail the stamps at a
substantial profit. I told the collection intact to the present owmer for
$8,000,00 along about 1945 or 1946 - I think he would be willing to take a
loss. It is hsndsomely mounted, He recently had a cash bid of $5,000
which was too far out of line. Let me know if you might be intersested.

I will answer your letter later,
Regerds.

Yours ete.,







ESTABLISHED 1866

DIRECTORS:
A. J. HILL - B. J. CASE
H. W. HILL - H. P. HILL
R. M. FLEMING - E. G. LANDE
C. M. CASE, JR. - O. H. ENGLUND
A. E. COX - S. J. MIROCHA
P. L. COSGRAVE

TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191
TELETYPE MP-347

TRADE MARK

I0-25=52

Eear Stan. First let me congratulate you on your birthday and my best wishes
for many more to comes I have been away in Iowa for the past two weeks, hence my
delay in anwewering your recent letter. I have known Jamet of Peris for meny years
end I consider him one of the finest dealers in Paris and mush of my material of the
5¢ 56 and 57s come from him. e hates Zeriski as much as we all do and would like to
some way expose him. So if you can help him you will be doing me a fovor too.
On my trip to Iowa I purchased a lot, the correspondace of an attorney
dead meny yeers ago, been after it for four years an accunuletion of epprox 20,000
covers. Bought it on Sat and sold it on Monday and have my money backe There were
many ghost towns of Iowa cancels, a beautiful strip of 3 Ic type 2 1857 with the
Bloods stemp end postmark. A mint block I2 2¢ Baack Jacks, one of the finest Minn
Territorials from Hokah, Minn with a lovely strike. 5 or 6 Keokuck packet eovers
and meny others. I am enclosing a photo of a cover that has been offered to me from
Paris by Pierre Bailly whom Brun states is the most honest of all the dealers in
Paris next to Jamet. What do you think of it.

Reards, wish I could go to the Meroni sele but I have to go back

to Iowa “ext month > i
' / %yu«u/ Ve .-affvvi..,(,_{'




Oct. 29, 195?o

Mr, Henry W Hill,
20-26 - 2nd St. South,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Henry:

Re - the photos herewith. The year is 1888 and that is a bit
late for me. I don't know why this is supposed to be a 7¢ rate. It is
evidently addressed to Rmssia and I note by the 1887 P.L.. & R. that
Russia was & member of the U.,P.U. andtthe U.,P.U, rate was 5¢. In my
opinion this was a made to order item by some stamp collector and as
such it would not have any appeal to me. Second, the use of bisects
were not permitted by the Regulations of the P.0.,D. I judge 5¢ was
sufficient pay on this letter, hence the half stamp did not pay anything
and a tobacco-tag@might just as well have been used. This is just one
man's opinion. ¥

Thanks very much Henry for your congratulations on my recent
birthday. My friends sure made it cuite an event,

I had a note from Poole in which he stated that he met you at
Waterloo. He seems like an awfully nice chap and I hope you were abde
to supply him with some items for his Iowa collection.

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,

P,S8,--Thanks for the good word on Jamet.

(25=23)




October 29,1952

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr., Ashbrook:

After reading your splendid article in this weeks' Stamps,

I feel I must let you know how much I appreciated it, fitting in
as it does with my specialty, U.S. registered covers.

After having studied both sides of the controversy, namely
yours and Mr, £11liott Perry's, I am convinced that your arguments
are correct. You have marshalled many facts to your side from
Postal Guides and Official Registers. Incidentally, I have also
found it very rewarding to study these publications. Unfortunately
I am not able to do that as much as I wish, I am slowly building
up my own collection of them, but they are far and few between,

I am a non-resident member of the Collectors Club, and the last
time I was in New York I did as much work as I had time. The
librarian was co-6perative, but she was very reluctant to let me
pick the Guides I wanted by myself, so that hampered mg consider-
ably.

I have one cover which is a mystery to me. If you should
happen to have a little time, I would be very happy if you could
jot down your opinien of it. I have enclosed a self-addrhessed,
stamped envelope for your convenience, Here is a description of
the cover:

Dec.2,1868--from San Francisco to Wurttemberg--bears one each

of no., 68 and 96--bears black circular marking "San Franciseco

Cal. Registered Dec 2", straight 1line "Paid A11l", "Recomandirt"

in box, two manuscript numbers, small circular New York

registry marking, manuscript "per Prussian closed mail".

On the back is a Wurttemberg circular mark dated "l-1 69Z-3",

The amount of postage paid puzzles me. Wasn't the rate to

Germany at this time 15¢ by direct steamer and 8¢ by Prussian

closed mail? And wasn't the registry fee to Germany 5¢ at

this time? .

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Yours very truly,

Y

bom DE Dec 2 1968

o VVurkfewwbevﬁ
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Nov. 5, 1952.

Miss Barbara R. Mueller,
112 Linden Ave.,
Jefferson, Wisconsin.

Dear Miss Mueller:

Replying %o yours of the 29th. First regarding the cover mentioned
in your letter. The rates to Wurtemburg in December 1868 were as follows:

Via North German Union - direct - 10¢ Register 8¢
" Closed Mail Via Epngland - 15¢ " 8¢

Ag of Janusry lst, 1868, the registration fee to the Cerman States became 8¢.
If you wish, I can quote you the ruling as p#inted in the "U. S. Mail" of
January lst, 1868, The fee became 16¢ to6 many British Colonies on letters
thru England. In the case of your cover, I suppose there must have been some
misund erstanding re - the rates at San Francisco. From your description of
the markings I judge the letter did not go via Prussian Closed Mail but was
instead sent by "Direct Steamer," thus an overpay of 2¢.

I guﬁbd your article in "COVERS" but I have been so extremely busy I
have not had an opportunity to read it but I have it laid aside and will do so .
within the next few days., I am sure I will enjoy it.

Herewith I am sending you a table of rates of foreign postages as of
Jan. 1, 1868. This is on& of my enlargements from a microfilm.

I am leaving for New York this weekend and I intend to spend some time
next week in the Library of the Collectors Club,

I have a file of P,L. & K,'s from 1825 and almost a complete file of
P.M.G. reports. While my time is almegt wholly occupied I will be glad %o look
up any reference for you that is important.

Sincerely yours,

(25-24)



BARBARA R. MUELLER
1112 LINDEN AVENUE
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Jack £. Molesmnrth
Dlwilatehc Brol{er

102 Beacom
Boston 16, Massachusetts

November 7,1952

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook
5 N, Ft., Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stan,

My belated thanks for your letter of October 12th giving
me exactly the information I desired con the covers in question.
I am quite happy to know you had an enjoyable birthday and pre-
sume that it is quite consoling for you to know that you have
so many friends who Jjoined in this well-dessrved tribute, I
only hope that when I reach your age I will be able to boast
of half as many good friends.

I am enclosing two items for your opinion. One is a pair
of 1¢ 51's which I would appreciate your plating for me if suf-
ficient of the pair is left for you to do so without too much
effort. I know that it is a dog, but tried to plate it myself
without success and therefore wish your opinion for my own
satisfaction., The other is a cover with #116 and #158 tied on.
It looks ckay, but would appreciate your examination and signa-
ture on the back if you feel it is alright. 1Is this an over-
payment of a 12¢ rate?

Do you know much about John Fox? Several past and a few
more recent incidents have given me cause to wonder about him,
I have never had much respect for his philatelic knowledge, but
I am now wondering in other respects.

JEM/mm E., Molesworth

P.S. I am enclosing a stamped rep envelope for your return of
the enclosed. There is no need to register the return.

S
L \{ (\



Nov, 17, 1952.

Mr, Jack E; Moleswofth,
102 Beacon 8%.,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Jack:

I found yours of the 7th on my return from New York yesterday. Sorry

about the delay.

The 1¢ pair is 91R4, - a Type IC, the $Bher stamp is 92R4 - a Type 1A,

that is, these stamps v

T8
—r

e
.

characteristics.

those types before ‘the cut at top destroyed the type

The cover is .okay anﬁwshpwsia“e 1l3¢ rate to Denmark. I have signed both

'“‘5.‘&#’

on the backe The fee on the cover is $7.50 and no fee on the paire

Ke - your query, I have known him for possibly ten

vears and have long con-

g#idered him & good friend. I have never noted any slick stuff or corner-cutting.

in all his dealings with me he has been very fair and above board, Whenmever 1 have

questioned any items in his sales he withdr#w them without
Thanks for your good words on my recent birthday.
Nice seeing you last week.
With regards -

Sincerely yours,

any question or srgument,

=5 R
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Jack T. Molesfoorth : 102 Beacon Street : Boston 16, Massachusetts

Dear Stan, Nov, 48,1852
My thanks for your letter of Nov., 17th which I
understood was being delayed by your being out of
tovm. Enclosed is my theck for $2.50 for your fee
pon the covers, Your plating of the pair gratis is
greatly appreciated.
I am sorry that I did not have time to talk with
ou more at the Fox sale, but it was nice seeing you

L_ E&fhifﬁft wishes,
Jack”E. lioldsworth
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Ionia, Ifichigan.
November 17, 1952.
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

The enclosed two lots just arrived today from H. R. Harmer's recent
auction. Please tell me if same are OK or are they some of Zarekky's
work?

Lot #270 came to me @ $26.00. Is it OK or was it a stampless or some
damaged stamp removed? Why the pen cancel? Did'nt New York usually hit

the stamp when mail came in by ship? If genuine, please sign it on back for
me - if not genuine give me information so I can return to Harmer.

Lot #378 came to me @ $1,2.50. I wanted it because from illustration, and
description in catalog, I thought this was a French packet boat cancel -
the blue octagon. However, I remember Harold Stark saying something about
the date on the packet boat cancel always had to be same date as on the
New York red cancel and in this case one is Nov 26 and other Nov 12. DMaybe
I am confused about this but anyway, you will know whether this is OK or
just another "fixed" cover. If OK, please sign it on back as such and if
not OK, tell me so I can return it to Harmer.

Let me have your fee on this Stan, when you return the covers.

Know you had a grand time in New York. Wish I could have been there with

you. Will write you later be this Fox matter. Have been hunting and had to
spend a solid week in Chicago and want to get in some more goose shooting
before season closes. Rene is hunting deer in northern peninsula of Michigan -
expects to be away balance ofthis month. I went deer hunting Saturday amd
Sunday (yesterday) and got a nice buck deer yesterday morning.

Regards to all, In haste,

Sincerely,

JGF/ /9

Enc: REG:

. G. Fleckenstein.

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES. ACCIDENTS. ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRICE, OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY AMOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX, FEE OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY, TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UFON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES, ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASER.

TY




Nov,. 19, 19520

Mr. J. G, Fleckenstein,

419 Union Street,

Ionia, Mich.
Dear Jack:

Herewith the two covers from the H. R, Harmer sale, I believe that
both are genuine and I have signed them as such on the backs.

The 30¢ cover was not carried by the French Line but rather by the
American "Havre Line" - thus "Amer Pkt." Bear in mind that the "French Line"
did not start to operate until the spring of 1866. Covers by that Line bear
the same date in the French postmark as that of New York. The U.S. "Havre
Line" dates back to the early fifties. It ran once a month between New York
and Havre. Also touched at Southampton (I believe). I was a bit suspicious
that this had been 2 stampless to which a 30¢ stamp had been added but the
evidence is all against such a possibility. You got the cover cheap because
the boys were afraid to buy it not being sure that the stamp originated.

Re - the 10¢ 1855 cover. Of course, this could have been & stampless
with 10¢ due at Worcester but the "tie" of the "S" looks genuine to me and I
am willing to approve the cover.

With regards =

Cordially yours,
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Nov. 17' 1952.

Mr, John D, Pope IIX,
818 Olive 8%.,
Ste Louis 1, lios
Dear Mr. Pope:

I am in receipt of yours from New York with the two covers
that you obtained from the Meroni sals.

Before giving you any analysis of these covers will you be
80 kind as to advise ne =

{1) Do you have 4 gopy of Elliott Perry's "Pat Paragraphs" -
igsue 57, dated August 19527 :

(2) Will you treat as confidential the information that I give
you concerning one of ‘these covers, that is, coafidentisl so far as
Elliott Perry is concerned?

I might add that Perry is not one whom I inelude in my circle
of friends and I went no part of him in any way, shape or form. I
trust that you will appreciate my position.

For my examination of these covers there will be a fee of £5.00.

Ny kindeast regards.

Sincerely yours,




LAaw OFFICES OF
KoENIG AND PorE

DELOS G.HAYNES

1887-1950) 818 OLIVE STREET L
LLOYD R.KOENIG ST. Lours 1, Mo.
JOHN D.POPE I ’ HAYNES AND KOENIG
IRVING POWERS TELEPHONE-CENTRAL O|OS
STUART N.SENNIGER
DONALD G.LEAVITT CABLE ADDRESS

PATENT
November 19, 1952

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Your November 17 letter was awaiting me when
I reached the office this morning.

As to the questions you asked;

(1) Yes, I have a copy of Elliott Perry's "Pat
Paragraphs" #57. I noted in this booklet that Mr. Perry
reached a wrong conclusion as to a cover bearing a 5¢
1847 stamp. As you pointed out to me sometime ago our 1848
postal agreement with Great Britain provided for a 5¢ rate
for the U.S. postage where a letter to a foreign country
was transported by a British ship, Britain collecting the
balance or at least the amount due them, from the addressee
or the foreign postal system involved.

(2) Certainly I will be happy to consider anything
you have to tell me as confidential as far as Elliott Perry
is concerned. Although I know Elliott Perry and obtain his
publications, I do not consider myself one of his friends
and its doubtful that I have exchanged more than three
letters with him in the past five years. What I had in
mind was annotating my album pages with information you
give me as to the covers with no indication as to how I
acquired the information.

I hope that the foregoing answers will be satisfac-
tory. I am quite anxious to be gble to put the facts which
you tell me, on my album pages.

* Enclosed is my check for $5.00 for the examination
fee.

JDP/bd
*Enclosure




Nov. 20, 1952.

Mr. John D. Pope III,
818 Olive St.,
St. Louis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr. Pope:
Thanks very much for yours of the 19th.

Herewith I am returning the two 1847 covers contained in yours of the
13th from New York.

Regarding the one from Cleveland. I consider this quite an interest-
ing cover and I believe that the great majority of collectors are as badly
misinformed on the rate as was Elliott Perry. However, I note that you are
familiar with it as I remember the cover that you sent me several years ago.
The reason I made the request regarding Perry was because I have no desire
%o furnish him with any philatelic information if I can help from doing so.

Further regarding your cover. This was transmitted in the open mail
via New York or Boston - and Liverpool - Celais -~ to France. The 5¢ stamp
paid the "Inlend postage™ under the U.S.-British Postal Treaty of 1849,
Postage wes due from the addressee in Paris from the U, S. frontier and is
shown by the manuscript "30" or 30 decimes - equivalent to approximately 57¢
1n U. S. money at that time. (A decime was 1/10 of a franc.) We did not have

a postal treaty with France at that time, hence the mail was sent v#4 England
was transmitted under two postal treaties - U.S,-British and Anglo-Franmch,
The rectangular marking which reads, "COLONIES - & - ART 13" identified mail
brought to France Via England, It is stated that the "ART 13" refers to
Article 13 of the Anglo-French Postal Treaty of 1843, but whether this is a
fact, I am not certaine. The U,S.-British Treaty provided for a rate between
the two countries of 24¢ per 1/2 ounce and was made up as follows:

U.S.Inland - 5¢
British Inland- 3¢
Atlantic Sea -16¢

It is improper to refer to the 5¢ or 3¢ as domestic but rather "Inland," and
I do not think thk term Shore to Ship is proper as it is not the same as the
purely domestic payments required before the Treaty of Dec. 1849,

Re - your other cover from Syracuse, N.Y. on Aug. 29 (1847), Here we
heve the so-called "Shore to_Ship" but why should this term be applied when it
is nothing more in reality but the domestic rate of over 300 miles from
Syracuse to Boston.



f#2e Mr. John D, Pope III - Nov. 20, 1952.

This letter, after reaching Boston, was placed aboard a British Mail
Stemmship - a Cunard - and the addressee was taxed one shilling upon delivery,
as per the manuscript marking which reads, "1/." There was no necessity for
the Syracuse postal clerk to stamp the rate but he was merely following a
custom that had been in vogue for many years - This use was very early in the
life of the 1847 stamps - less than two months. The 10¢ stamp is a very early
use and a fine early impression. The stamper which was used to cancel the
stamp must have been new as the office had no occasion to use a grid prior to
the previous month.

Syracuse received their first supply of the 1847 stamps on Aug. 2, 1847,
viz:
10¢ - 400
5¢ =1200

In all nrobability this was one of that 400. Evidently this blue grid had not
been used very often when it was applied to this letter.

In lower left is "Cambria". This was a famous Cunard Mail Steamship, and
this ship sailed from Boston with the mail on Wednesday, Sep. 1, 1847, In-
e¢idental 1y, this letter was mailed on Sunday (Aug. 29).

I trust that the above will assist you in giving a good write-up on these
two interesting covers., After all, it is the story behind the cover that makes
the cover,

Thanks very much for your check.

Cordially yours,
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Mr. John D. Poyw
818 Olive St &
St. Louis 1, Mo,

Dear Mr. Pope:”

At the solicitation of some of my close friends, I inaugurated what
I call a "Special Service" a year ago last June (1951). Attached herewith
is an explanation.

I am taking the liberty of sending you sample copies of the two
last issues, October lst and November lst, together with the photographs
which accompanied same. You will note that in the October Issue I included
a photograph of your cover.

These Service Issues include data on our postal history which has
never been published before and for which I have gone to considerable ex-
pense to ascquire. For this Service I charge an annual fee of £100 and to
anyone who is putting real money in their collections, I can assure them
that there is no better investment.

Subseription is only by special invitation as the Service is not open
or aveilable to the general public,

If perchance you believe that the Service might be of real benefit to
you I will be glad to give you further details.

Kindly return the two samples and the photographs in the envelope
herewith.

Sincerely yours,



LAw OFFICES OF
KoENIG AND PoOoPE

DELOS G.HAYNES

1887-1950) 818 OLIVE STREET S
'J;OHY: g"ggig'g St. Louis 1, Mo. HAYNES AND KOENIG
IRVING POWERS TELEPHONE-CENTRAL OiOS
SONALD G LEAVITT | December 5, 1952 cASLE ADDRESS

PATENT

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
A.P.S, 2497,

33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear lMr. Ashbrook:

Thank you very much for letting me see the
sample copies of the two last issues of your "Special
Service", These were of particular interest to me in
view of the covers which you had examined. I am sorry
to have kept them so long, but I wanted to complete the
write-up of the covers before returning the sample copies.

Inasmuch as my interest in U.S., covers extends
only to the Postmasters' Provisionals and 1847's, I imagine
that only a relatively small number of the issues would
include material in my field. Would a partial subscription
be possible, or would it be better to consult you from time
to time as I have in the past when I acquire an unusual
item or so?

* The two samples and the photographs are returned
as you requested.

The October issue contains no reference to the
"40" marking which appears on my Bremen cover. When you
examined this a few years back, you mentioned that this
was probably a marking applied either in England or in Bremen,
and since that time I have been trying to draw a satisfactory
interpretation of it. So far, this has been without result,
The only two possibilities which seem likely are that it
indicates the rate in U.S. cents for the entire trip to
Bremen, possibly under a treaty with the Free City of Bremen,
or that it represents decimes, although this would indicate
a very high rate.

My sincere appreciation again for the analysis
which you furnished so promptly on the two covers I sent you.

jdp:fsp
*Enclosures
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Dec. 9, 1952.

Mr. John D, Pope, III,
818 Olive St.,
St. Lpuis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr. Pope:

I am in receipt of yours of the 5th with enclosures
as stated. Thanks very muche.

Inssmuch as your field of collecting is limited I
agree that you would not be interest®d in the great majority
of material contained in my Service. On the other hand, a
number of past issues have had some very interesting data on
the 1847 Issue which has never appeared in the philatelic
press. Inasmuch as it would incur too much extra work to
provide any sort of a special servide to individuals I try to
cover as wide a range of subjects as possible.

I note your reference to your Bremen cover with the
"40" marking. I regret to state that I do mot recall this
cover and have been unable to find a record of it in my files.
If you care to send it to me, perhaps I now have more definite
informe tion than I had st the time 1 examined it several years
agle

With every kKind wish -

Sincerely yours,
(25-27)
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Dec. 16, 1952.

Mr, John D.Pope III,
818 Olive St.,
St. Louis 1, Mo.

Dear Mr. Pope:

Yours of the llth received. Pardon my oversighte.
I received the impression that you were referring to some other
cover with a handstamped 40,

The 40 was not a U, 5, marking but foreign applied
at Bremen. I judge it might have been the German due. The pen
merk wag the British one shilling four pence or approximately 32¢
in our money. This was the sum due the British for transmission
of the letter - not over 1/2 oz. - from the U5, frontier to the
German frontier. The Bremen P;0. collected this sum plus their
domestic. Perhaps you can figure out how this amounted to "40."

Sincerely yours,
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Sept. 14, 1952,

Mr, Peul C. Rohloff,
Room 1603 - 22 Vest Monroe St.,
Chieago, Ill,.

Dear Paul:

Please pardon my negligence in acknowledging receipt of
yours of the 30th enclosing the 5¢ plus 10¢ 1847 cover to Paris,
France.

I want to make a more thorough examination of this in the
hope that I can determine several points.

4 guppose by this time you are all moved end settled, and 1
am sure that you are all finding a lot of pleasure in the new home.

+ am glad to report thet I am feeling fine and that my diet
does not bar old grand-pop.

Our regards to all

Cordially yours,




Oct. 3, 1952.

Mr, Harold W. Stark,
P, 0,  Box 288,
“nn AI‘bOI', }'TiCh.

Dear Harold:

Herewith a photo-print of & 5¢=10¢ 1847 cover that belongs to
Paul Rohloff of Chicago. It is from.the J. W, Sampson collection and
several years ago Paul paid Johh Fox $1,000 for it. I had him send
it to the Expert Committee of the P.F. betause 1 had my doubts regard-
ing it. The Committee issued a certificate to the effeet it was genuine _
in every respect.. They had various photos made by'an expert photographer.
in New ¥ork - Infra red étc. cte. etc. and the photos failed to show any
monkey-business. -When Boggs was here this summer he brought the photos
with him. I am today writing him for a loan of thHe prints and I thought
you would be interested in the contents of my letter, so here is a copy.
Your comment will be anprecisted.

Yours efc.,



Oet. 3, 1952.

lr. ¥, 2, Doggs, ‘
% The Philstelie Foundation,
22 Bast 35%h Ot.,
Mew Tork 16. N.X.

Dear Win:

Re - the ocover belonging to Psul Rohloff with the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847;
Will you be so kind as to loan me the photo-prints of this cover that you
showed me when you were here several months sgo. I will return them
promptly. X enclose one of my prints so as to identify the eover.

1 gtill can't figure why this letter has 157. Under the U.S.-liritish
Postal Treaty - whole ratcg - were rated st four retes if ovor one ounce.
However, this wac the "Inland Rate" under the Treaty and if over an ounce,
three rates wore to be charged in the U.3. (3 "Inland ratu!‘i and not four.
Thug this cover would indieste thet the letter weighed over Ons ounce tut not
over one and & half ounces. The French due of "15" decimes imdicates the
letter was over 1/4 ounce but not over 1/2 cunce. If it was not over 1/2
ounce only a 5¢ payment was required in the U.S,, therefore, I cannot aceount
for the extra 10¢.

I believe we discussed all these points when you were here last summer.

Note my One Cent Book, Vol. 2~ page 340 - r'ig. 56% - shows a letter of
not over 1/4 ounce, therefore, 8 decimes due in Frence. Fig. 56Y shows 5¢
paid with "15" decines due in France - same ag the Rohloff cover.

¥ith regards -

Cordially yours,



Oct. 3, 1952,

Mr.Paul C, Hohloff,
Room 1603 - 22 West Monroe St.,
Chi cago, Ill.

Dear Paul:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter that I have tonday
written to Boggs of the Philatelic Foundation.

When he was hére last summer he brought with him a bunch of
very fine photo=prints of your cover and it was on the bagis of what
these prints showed that the Committee authenticated your cover,.

I am reruesting Boggse to loan the prints to me end 'if he sends
them I will let you sece them.

I believe your cover is genuine and that if there is tvo mueh
postage on it, it can bLe attributed to an error - an overpay. -On the
othaer hand, 1f i would find anything thet would warrant me in changing
my mind regerding it I believe John would not hesitate to refund to
you the purchase price.

With all good wishes =

Cordially yours,




Oct, 12, 1952,

Mr. Paul C. Rohloff,

Room 1603 - 22 Vest Monroe St.,

Chicago, Ill.

Dear Paul:

I am still holding your 5¢ plus 10¢ 1847 cover pending receipt
of the photos that the P.F. made. I am expecting them in most ény day.

We certainly had a big day here Friday, the 10th, and the
telephone rang all day withootit-of-town calls and telegrams. I do not
suppose that anyone ever had a nicer three score and ten birthday or re-
ceived a finer remembrance.

I note your name among the sity-six of my good friends who partici-
pated and I wish to express my sincere thanks and hearty appreciation.

Mildred joins me in best wishes to Mildred, the boys and to you.

As ever yours,

P.S,--Have you seen Ernie? 1s he back in town? I cannot get any word from him.




® A ND ASSOCIATES

22 west monroe street - chicago 3 illinois . telephone central 6.5556

October 16, 1952

Dear Stan,

I have been up to my ears in work, so
I have been working 12 and 1l hours every day.
things have been in a turmoil and I haven't much
of a chance to to even look of work on my stamps.

I was happy to hear that you had such a
wonderful birthday, something really to remember,

In regards to the eover, anything that
you think should be done to it is 0.K. with me.
You will hear more from me as soon as I can get
clear. Give my regards to Mildred and son.

Best of luck,

Gt FFzy



oct. ?4' 19520

Mr., Paul C, Rohloff,
Room 1603 - 22 West Monroe St.,
Chiceago, Ill.

Dear Paul:

Thie is in regerd to your 1847 cover and I request that you treat every-
thing in it as strietly confidential. If I ean prove that the cover is bad
I feel sure thet I could present the evidence to the Lxpert Committee of the
P,F, and thet they would rescend their certificate. In which event I believe
John Fox would refund the vrice you paid him. If the cover is bad I know of .
no reason why you should stand the loss, and further, this cover came from the
Sampson collection and I suppose John mede plenty on that deal So he can better
afford to stand the loss than you can. I don't know whet you paid the P.F, for
their examination but they sure did their very best to give you & correct ;
opinione

Today I received from Boggs all the photographs that they had made and they
must have spent the entire fee that you paid thém for these photo prints. These
are Trom the confidential files of the P.F. and are not supposed to be shown to
anyone outside of the Committee. Boggs requested that I do not disclose that he
loaned them to me. They are all large size - 8 x 10 photographs and the man who
made them sure knows his photography. They were taken thru the following filters:

{1) Green - (2) Blue = (3) Red = (4) Ultra Violet (¥ight) (5) Ultra Violet ldark) -

(6) ? - {7) Infra-Red - (8) ? . I wish that you could see these

b
m— e

prints and I alsc wish that I could retaincopies.

Paul - I think several of these prints prove conclusively that both stamps
are canceled by the same grid and most important by the same red ink. It was on
this evidence that the Committee formed their opinion (so Boggs told md) thet the
cover was genuine, in other words, I believe thet this evidence proves that both
stamps were applied and canceled at the same time., Thus the Committee felt con=-
vinced that the cover was genuine. However, they did not(?) take into considera=-
tion that this might have been & stampless ecover to whiech some erook might heve
added the two stamps and canceled them both with a fake grid ani the same red ink,
I suppose the only way to definitely determine this point would be to carefully
remove the 10¢ stamp and see if it shows a crease (the envelopes does) and what
is more important to find out of there is a "PAID" and "5" stamped on the envelope
beneath the 10¢ stamp., Of course, a real smart crook would erase the "PAID" and
"5" %o destroy evidence of = stampless cover, but if there were such, and if they
had been hand stamped I think I ecould bring them out by ultra-violet photography.
What I would like to do is to carefully remove the 10y stamp and meke this examine-
tion. I would remove it by wetting the inside of the envelope and I would avoid
getting any weter on the face of the envelope. I will replace the stamp in such a
way that will leave no evidence that tlie stamp has been of this cover, If there
is no evidence beneath the stamp I will then be glad to state thet there ig no
evidence that these two stamps were not used originally on this cover, and 1 would
be willing to sign it on the back as genuine "in my opinion."




2+ Mr. Paul C. Rohloff - Oct. 24, 1952,

Re - the bad points about this cover. The use was January 1851,
In the lower left the routing is literally - "Per Steamer from New York Jan 8th."
This ie undoubtedly genuine, and it proves the French Calais merking is genuine
because, this cover went to England by a Cunard Mail ship. The sailings were
every other Wednesday from Boston and New York. For example, a Cunard mail ship
sailed from Yoston on Wednesday Jan. 1, 1851 - the next sailihg was from New York
on Wednesday Jan., 8th, 1851 (as per this routing). The next was from Boston
on Vednesday Jan, 15th, etc., etc., etc. 3

A letter going to France at this period required the payment in the U, S. of
5¢ per 1/2 ounce, hence if this cover is genuine, it must have weighed over one ounce
to require three rates or 3 x 5¢. How the sum due in France (for carriage from the
U.8, frontier to Ingland and then to French destination) was handstamped as 15 decimes
or a sum less then 30¢ in our money. To be more explicit, this "15" due marking tends
to prove that no more than one rate, or 5¢ was paid in the U.S. That is the main
stumbling block on this cover and the feature that would cause any well-$nformed
student of postal markings to seriously cuestion the cover could be genuine. Now
if this letter did weigh over one ounce snd not over one and a half ounces, do you
know how much postage would have been due in France? The answer is - anywhere from
22 decimes (§1l.04)up to sbout 70 decimes ($1.40) according to its actual weight in
French grammes. Thus you can appreciate that the sum that was due in France disputes
the supposition that a 15¢ pay was required in the U,.S. - or figure it this way, if
15¢ was required in the U.S,, then the French due of 15 decimes was an error and
should have been between 52 and 70 deeimes, The address is in a male handwriting(?)
and surely he knew thaet 15¢ was too much to pay. However, if there is no evidence
under the stamp then we can safely assume that the addressor did make s mistake and
paid 15¢ when all he should have paid was 5¢.

For example, Paul, you have a 5¢ 1847 cover to Paris, France - the stamp is
tied with a New York postmark of Nov 6 =~ "Per Asia" in upper left - the use in 1850,
Here we have the ssme French due of "15" decimes, According to this cover with the
same amount due, one does wonder why your 15¢ cover has 15¢ pay when apparently 5¢
would have been sufficient., I mention these points because until such a time as we
can solve these problems and give the correct answers you# 15¢ cover will be under
susupicion and of course its velue would naturally be in jeopardy.

Ifﬁghort - what is your decision = ghould I carefully remove the 10¢ stemp?
With every good wigh, I am

Yours as ever,



A
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Nov. 18. 1952,

My, Paul C. Rohloff,
Room 1603 - 22 West Monroe St.,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Paul:

Herewith your 5¢ plus 10¢ 1847 cover. I made a microfilm of the
back of the cover and I will send a print to John Fox. No doubt he will
be pleased to know that it passed every test to which I submitted it.
Will you please send me the letter which was enclosed in this envelope,
as I wish to make a photograph of it?

As 1 explained to you, I don't know why the writer put 15¢ on this
letter when only apparently 5¢ was required under the U,S5.-British Treaty.
The French due shows thet the letter apparently did not weigh over 1/2
ounce, hence only 5¢ was required to be prepaid for the U, 3. postage.
Either the sender paid 10¢ too much or the French due was not enoughe.
Would you want me to write John Fox and explain the cover to him or just

let the matter drop and send him a photograph of the back with my endofsement?

We got back home Sunday afternoon after a fine trip - bright sunshine

all the way - both are still tired out and don't seem to be able to cdtéﬁ@yp
on sleepe. "

i

It sure was fine to have Mildred and you with us in New York and I am

sure we will never forget the occasione.
Our love and best wishes to you both.

As ever yours,













cs¢. Stanley Bs Ashbrook
Van Dyk HacBride

Hovember 17, 1952

Mr,ﬁil’tm P. Hoore =
4529 Springfield Avenue
Philadelphia 43, Pa.

,Dearﬁdr. Hoore; e : _ _
4 "; « I reim‘m the cover submitted herewith. It is fake — Yetter,
postmarks, paper —- & complete fake. As such the Authentication Con-
. nitbee requests that it be removed from &ny possible eirculation to
confound o'bhera as it apparently confounded you. Destroy it, or stamp
it "BOGUS® — or.herwise it may keey shcwing up as these things have a

‘ hablt of doing.

Analysis of this cover as follows:

(1) Postmark and "PAID" and grid are fakes. Magon never used 'a nark-
ing even remotely fesemblinb these. Froba.bly ha.n&-painﬂd in
VE\H‘QPBt

(2) . The letter énd add.'resa are entire forgenes. On March 19, 1865
- no one eould possibly predict that Lee would go to Appomattox
= and there wag no mfomatmn that a surrender was ahead.

(33 *I?he word 'Censored" was never used at that peried, "Examined"
wag ‘aluays used. Further such s letter would be "e:mmmed" not
by a Canfederate officer, but at the Union lines.

I‘l‘. isa lj.thle astonighing that such a complote fake would
‘not be apparent. In the friendliest spirit may we suggest that if you
‘handle Confeds professionally that you avail yourself of the Dietz
Postal History Bock and the Dietz handbook snd catalog, to check can-
cellations and historieal items. The C.S.A. wants to pursue all mesns
o shut Qd'f the cirmﬂ_atmn of spurious items.

sl If we have helped you any and altheugh there is no charge by
the Au&mﬁication Committee, many dealers do send a check now and then

to Tom Crigler for the very thim C.S.A. treasury. Perhaps you would
like to a.lso. Tom and all of us will thank you.

| Sineerely,
Lawrence L. Shenfield

Enel: Bogua Gaver Lietter & P-M.
Macon GE PAID
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November 7, 1952

Authentication Committee
Confederate Staup Alliance
General L.lL. Shanfield, Chairman
40 Highland Circle

Bronxville, New York

Dear General Shenfield:

I have recently come into possession of what appears to me
to be a most wnusual Confederate stampless cover, and cone about which
I am seeking a little more information than is available to an amateur,

I have written to Mr. August Dietz, Sr.; and he has re-
ferred me to you, and suggected that I send the eover %o you for exam—
ination.

The cover appears to me to be a postmaster's provisional
usage of the toen mark to indieate payment of postage, even though it
is of a late ere of the Confedsracy. I have been hitherto umable to
find out anything to indicate such a usage, and consequently am at a
loss to know whether I have & common item or a unique one. I am much
interested in knowing something about such a ussge, as well as some =
indication as to its probable valuec. _

1 would appreciate any information you may be able to
furnish me on these points. :

I am enclosing the cover, togsther with a self-addressed
stanped envelope containing r.gistration po;.tage for the weturn of
the cover to me after its exa.minatim.

I am fully prepared to pay any fee that asy be required
to secure an opinion as to the genumenesa of the usag,e and the »pprox-
imate ‘value of the gover. : ; ,

Thank you z.n advance for your courtesy.
Sincerely,

Wilton P, Moore
2 endc -
Confederate cover,
Self-addressed envelope



Nov. 24, 1952,

Dr., Carroll Chase,
R.F.D, 1,
Milford, N.H.

Dear Doc:

I caught & bad eold in New York and I suppose it was a good thing that
we didn't try to make the trip up to New Hampshire as I am still trying to throw
it off. I only took a light spring overcoat and it turned quite cold the middle
of the week in New York and I stood down at Broadway and Fulton(?) one night at
5:30 for a half house trying to get a taxi. I nearly froze and was chilled to
the bone by a high cold wind. I took a big shot as soon as I got to the hotel
and no doubt it did a lot of good. Ve will have to drive up next gpring or
summer and we do so if possible. g

vt

My frien® Poode took covers froﬁ?ﬁouf' i @ ¢
$2.00 on the im ig¥edy '57 I am enclosing'lv;sk for $2.75. 1 amgreturning the

the covers at your priW@s. ¢

The two Ba‘plus 1l¢ covers that you sent are very 1nteresti;é. Of course,
there is no way that I know of to tell whether such items ere "Prepaid WAY" or
Carriers, but I think there might be a c¢lue at tines.

In my opinion your Dubuque, Iowa to Des Moines cover is a "Prepaid Way
cover into Dubuque." As far as I am aware, or that any records show, neither of
these towns had any Carrier Service. On Way covers, when the 1¢ Way Fee was pre-
paid, they never took the trouble to mark the letter WAY as "UAY" had become to
be regarded as a Due letter, I am inclined to regard the 0ld Point Comfort as a
prepaid Carrier Delivery at New York City. The clue may be the fact that the
letter has a street address. My guess is-that this use was Sep. 1860 rather than
1861, I don't think that 0ld Point Comfort, Va. (Fortress Monroe) was ever in
Confederate hands, but Sept. 1861 might have been too late for 1857 stamps.

What is your opinion? Don't you think that the ¥¢ stamp on this letter was in-
tended and did pay the Carrier Delivery Fee at New York City?

Perry is so damn positive thet prepayment of the delivery fee was not per-
mitted and his attitude in the metter seems untenable. If the Department insisted
that the collection or pick-up fee be prepaid by a 17 stamp why in the devil would
they prohibit prepayment of the delivery fee? Does his position make sense to you?

Doe, I have no idea what covers like these are worth. I suppose the answer
is - "all one can get" - As far as I am concerned I won't pay much, but when I
get anything unusual (like these two), I put high prices on them, but some how or
other, I never find any buyers.

1 have seen 3¢ plus 1¢ into Charleston and Savennah but I classed them as
"Prepaid Way" because they were addressed to small countrv towns. I have a record
of a 3¢ plus 1¢ '57 into Old Point addressed to New York City (a street address)
and I also have a record of cne to a street address in Boston. Both of these I
regarded as Carriers - Yours makes a third 0ld Point.



#2. Dr. Carroll Chase - Nov. 24, 1952,

@ am returmning your "0ld Point" but I would like to send your

Dubuque, Iowa out to Poole and ask him what he thinks of it.
would like to buy it what price do you want to charge him?

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,

In case he
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Nov. 24, 1952,

Mr. Emmerson C.Krug,
% Commodore Hotel,
4?nd at Lexington,
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear Em:

The 30¢ cover came late Sunday afterncon, and I am writing this
early Monday and will get it in the P.0O, eround 9 A.M. You should get
it tonight but the chances ars you won't.

This cover was in the Doane - Green Sale of Nov., 4, 1942 and was
Lot #123 - It was deseribed as "two fine copies, one with minute tear"
and was purchased by Husticke for $77.50. I suppose the "tear" must be
very minute as I fail to see it. I believe that I cuestioned the cover at
the time of the sale and so did Ezra but since that time I Tound evidence
that indicates the cover is gemuine. However, I want to make a thorough
examination before giving it an okay. It was, of course, in the Seybold
Sale in 1910, and sold for only $6.75. If I find thet it is genuine in
very respect do you want me to run the risk of mailing it to you at the
Commodore? If I find it is queer in any way, I will forwerd it direct to
Paige.

k bad head cold developed after I got homs and I heve been miserable
since last Thursday. Yes Em, we sure had a nice week in New York and one
that we will never forget. We were lucky to have guch Tine weather,

Our best to Dorsey and you.

As ever yours,

P,S.,==-1 don't think I ever condemned this cover bﬁt I was just a bit suspicious.
I will look up my records,
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Mr., Emmerson C. Krug,
% Hotel Commodore,
42nd St, at Lexington,
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear Em:
Your two letters received today.

Re - the 30¢ 1869 cover - I have gone over this from every angle
and I am positive it is genuine in every respect. I made a quartz photo
and it did not show anything wrong. I have been unable to find the minute
tear which Percy mentioned though I think I see what he took for a tear -
this after a careful examination by my binoecular microscope. Yes, the cover
went to Paris - was undelivered and was sent back to New York. This was
perfectly okay under the Treaty end later I will quote the Treaty Article
fo you. ;

I enclose a photo print made at the time of the Green - Doane
Sale. I think that HEusticke sold this cover to Fitz Gore and Gore sold it
to Herdy. In 1949, Larry Mason offered it to Phil Ward and Phil offered it
to me at $500 less 10%. I infomed Ward it had been questioned at the time
of the Green Sale so Ward promptly returned it to Mason. That is not the
last that I heard of it, as Jessup wrote me last summer inquiring if I knew
where the cover was at that time. I can't find my letter to him but I suppose
I told him that I questioned the cover at the time of the Doane sale (Green) .
Is he still in New York? If so, don't tell him you have the cover as he will
Jump to the conclusion that I told him it was bad and told you it was good,
thereby keeping him from getting it and enabling you to obtain it. Show this
letter to Ezra. I will hold the cover and mail it to you on Saturday to
Birmingham,

Re - the 10¢ cover to France. It is genuine but I can't imagine
why it would be worth $60. After all, it is just a 10¢ 1855 on cover and what
is unusual about thet? Is is true that it weighed over half an ounce and re-
quired 2 x 5¢ but that is not extraordinary. I don't know why this cover would
be worth over $80.00. I am mailing it back to Harry Keffer today.

1 haven't been able %o get rid of the head cold but it is a bit better.

4 am glad you met Don Haverbeck and others at the AS,D,A. Show,

Regards, Yours ete.,



Nov. 26, 1952,

My, Harry Keffer,
% The Collector's Shop,
17 Broadway,
New Haven 11, Conn.
Dear Harry: 4
I am enclosing herewith a 10¢ 1855 cover which
Emmerson Krug sent me from New York and requgsted me to return to
you.
With my kindest regards -

Cordially yours,

Enclosed: 10¢ 1855 = Type II on cover New Orleans Feb, ? 1857 - New York Feb, 18, '57 =

French 3 Mars 57 - To Paris - 16 decimes due,



Nov. 28, 1952.

Mr., Emmerson C, Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala,

Dear Em:

Herewith the 30¢ 1869 cover. There is not a single thing
suspicious about this that I can detect. Every point works out
okay, including my quertz photograph, so Have signed it on the back,
and if anyone questions my opinion, I am sure I could prove that I
am right. I can't find any minute tear - Can you?

I have a photo of a cover just a few days earlier (to France)
and it shows the same cancelation on the stamps,

I am sure you got a bargain.
Regards.

Yours etec.,

P.S.-Re - forwarded back to New York. ART. XV of the U,S.~French Treaty
of 1857 read (in part), aquote: "Letters which cannot be delivered for any
cause whatever, shall be returned on one part and the other, at the end

of each month, and more frequently, if possible. xxxxxx Those which shall
have been delivered prepaid to destination, or to the frontier of the

corresponding office, shall be returned without chuarge or deduction."
(uncuote)
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) R Van Dyk Mac Bride

W \Pad , 744 Broad Street
| K\ Newark 2, N. I;

\.'z

Dr. Charles L. Roser, A A2 (oY
629 Bouth First Street, ' S na
Louisville 2, Kentueky, : {p§~.éﬁ7 c)/
; & /\/\'

Dear Dr. Roser: / (Ff e
Thanks for yours of the 26th. V

- I got that Dallasburgh, Ky( cover to check over .

again, and here is a photostat of 1t. As you will see it isn't

a very "pretty" thing, - and it certainly is a puzzlert I found

out that there was a post office of that name in Owen County, Ky.,

and also that there was a Liberty Hill, in Iredell County, N.C.,

to which the cover is addressed., However, thus far no one has

recognized this unusual "Paid" postmaerk, or come up with a satis-

factory theory as to the cover. /o

o

I "lifted" the 10¢ stamp slightly when I had it,

and discovered what might be traces of another stamp previously

there and pulled off. I1f that is so it might have been a U.8. 3¢

1861 stamp, which was later replaced by this Confederate stamp.

However, 1 saw no traces of a tying cancel underneath, which might Q‘q

have been on such a stamp. I concede that such a cancelation might SRS &

have izt;ggégn any such stamp, or that it was pen canceled. ;xaﬂﬁ‘&(ﬁxs :
< From that point on a "solution" is a matter of pure{l

theory. 1t just possibly might have been a "thrupthe—linos'ycover,i%”’ V‘
mailed by one of Morgan's men on his way through Owen COunty,‘whichf'i\‘kﬁ*
1 note is in the north-central part of the state, and that wien it ~
reached Confederate territory the U.S. stamp was torn off, the Con- "
federate stamp put on and canceled there with this army-type of

target killer. Also of course, it could Just be faked, - the U.S,

stamp replaced by the Confederate stamp and & fake cancel put om.
However, - 1I'll concede that the latter does not seem too likelyy
;s‘a#{aker would probably not have used such a common stamp as this

0 2
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: 80, - it probably will remain in the "what-is-it®

category. As such it is an interesting little item and I'11 try

and buy it for you at the sale if someone doesn't push 1t up to

some silly price level. In the meanwhile T will pass & eopy of

the above remarks along to my associates, Generzl Shenfield and <
Colonel Ashbrook, to see if they ean come up with any more logical
solution of the puzzle.

I'11l be glad to have you tell me something of your
work on Confederate packet boat markings and Usages, when you
get time to write. My friend Earl Antrim of Nampa, Idaho, has
done quite some work on that subject, - have you corresponded with
him? If not I suggest that you do so, as he will be in charge of
revising that ssetion of the new Dietz Catalog, and we will want
to have all possible data in his hands shortly.

Warmest regards. ;

SBincerely,



Dec, 1, 1952.

Mr, Van Dyk MacBride,
744 Broad St.,
Newark 2, N,J.

Dear Mac:

Thanks for the "Big Bourbon Binge." Probably more amusing
than true, but if there is any basis of truth, I suppose I wuld never
have heard about it. The writer gave the date as March 1862 and it
seems to me thet this would be out of line with hastorical facts.

By the way Mae, you have a credit with me, tas I recall) of
five dollars, I'1ll send you a check if you wish.

Since writing the above I am in receipt of yours with copy of
letter to Dr. Roser and the Bhotostat of the "Dallasburg" cover. While the
chances are that the cover is"& fake, still there might be a remote
possibility that it is genuine, Kirby Smith's amy came up into Northern
Kentucky to within five miles of Cincinnati and troops of cavalry spread
out for miles on each side of the main ermy. It is possible that many
post offices were taken over, but in considering covers, such as this one,
LI think that there is one main point to consider, viz - "How was the letter
transmitted?" There was no mail route connecting & town in Owen County,
Ky. with a town in the Confederacy. The "PAID" in the postmark is very un-
usual and causes one to go slow in condemning the thing. As you stated I
don't suppose it would be possible to establish whether it is good or bad.

I return the photostet herewith and if you succeed in buying the
cover I'll be glad to make a photograph and have a look at the cover itself.

With regardﬁé;

Cordially yours,

)



Mr, ¥rederic J. Grant,
515 Seouth Lorraine Blvd.,
s %ps Apngeles 5, Calif.

Desr Fred: .. 5

Enelosed herewith are photographs of the two covers that I mentioned
in New York. Henry Meyer borrowed both so thet I could photograph. I
figured that the!™6" on New Orleans cover had no rate significance other
than e cancel, bé&{tpq other cover hes what appears to be a "Due 6."

Again the New Orleans, It was not deposited in the N.,O0. P,0., hence
it is pessible that the Natichez office did not recognize the N.O. stamp and
merked it "Oteam 6" but why 62 Could it have been regnrded ae a WAY cover
of 5¢ plus l¢ Way Fee, and no recognition of the N.,0, stamp? If the other
Star Die cover is & "Due 6" would the same explanation apply in your opinion?

I am enclosing a photo print of a third cover. This is an item that
i hawe just acquireds This is a fold letter and the letter inside is headed
"Georgetown Aug. 17, 1864," The 10¢ is canceled Richmond Sep 5 snd the 2¢
which is over the 10¢ is postmarked Charleston, S.C., Sep. 24, I beliefe that
this cover is an extremely interesting study and that the cover is quite a
raritye. Here is the way I anelyze it. The Georgetown is D.C. not S.C. and
the letter went thru the Lines under separate cover to Richmond where the 10¢
stamp was applied and canceled - on "Sep 5." It was forwarded to Cherleston
but was not delivered. After an interval, it was advertised and for the ad-
vertised fee a large 2 was stamped &t left. It is probable that "James C.
Reynolds" was a prisoner at Fort Johnson. The advertised letter was noticed
by him and he sent 4¢ to the Charleston P,0., = 2¢ for the advertising fee and
2¢ local postage to forward the letter to him.

I can offer this cover to you, subject to prior sale, at $135.00.
I enclose stamped envelope for replye.

It was nice meeting you in Néw York and I trust that on your next visit
to Cincinnati thet you will arrange to spend some time with me.

w;ﬁh best wishes =
-

Cordially yours,
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DOGQ 3, 1952 -

Mr, Frederic J. Grant,
515 South Larraine Blvd.,
Los Angeles 5, Calif.

ar Fred:
Thanks very much for yours of the 30th from Palm Springs.

Further regarding those two covers by Henry Meyer. I agree that the
New Orleans stamp wes not recognized and the letter rated 28 "Steam 6". I note
thet you consider this cover with the New Orleans stamp an early use - for ex-
ample, probably in June or July 1861, The "Star Die" cover also shows a use of
early July 1861 =nd it was also rated "Steam 6" at Viekshurg,

I have Huber's "Great Mail' before me but I seem unable to find a
reference to Confedsrate "Stesm™ ratings for river mail. We know that the Postal *
Laws and Regulations of the U. S. were adopted by the Confederacy, and by referring
to the U,5, P,L. & R, of 1859, I believe that "Sec. 178" of the "Regulations" fur-
nishes the answer as to why these two letters were rated with 6¢ Dus. I cuote thet
section as follows:

"SEC., 178. In like manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid
which are received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail service, or caryying
the mail with no route agent on board. When prepaid, the master of the vessel, if
under contract to carry the mail, may receive one cent 'way! and if not under con-
tract with the Department, two cents each from the postmaster in whose office he de-
posits them; and they should be delivered to their address without any charge beyond
the amount prepaid. Hut if unoaid, thevr shonuld be treated as SHIP LETTHERS, and are
chargeable as such with a postape of six cents, if delivered st the office at which
the vessel shall arrive, and with two cents in addition to the ordinary rate of postago
if destined to be conveyed by post to another place, In the latter case the master
of the vessel is entitled to receive two centes a letter." (unquote)

It will be noted that the rate to & port of entry for a Ship Letter was 6¢
but if addressed to a distant ”,0. from the port of entry the rate was only 5¢. (Re—
gular postage 3¢ plus 2¢ ship fee).

The above law (and regulation) was in effect in the U,5. when the Confedere
ate Congress met and adopted the U, S, Postal Laws and Regulations in Februasry of 1861,

It is interesting to note, that the U, 8, Congress corrected the above in-
equality in rates by an Act approved February 27, 1861, Sec. 9 of this Aet provided
"That upon every letter or packet brought into the United States, or earried from one
port therein to another in any privete ship or vessel, 5 cents if delivered at the
post office where the same shell arrive, and if destined %o be conveyed by post, 2
cents shall be added to the ordinary postage, stc., etc.”

I believe that Confed covers showing this wating of "Steamboat 6" are ex-
tremely rare. In fact, if I ever saw any others then these two I do not recall them,
but, of course, that may be due to my faulty memory. U, S. covers so reted are also
extremely rare, that is, of the period 1856 to February 1861. Perhaps the reason is
obvious, because prepayment on U, S, domestic letters was required after March 31, 1855,



#24
My, ¥rederie J, Grant - Dec. 3, 1952.

and the forwarding of unpaid domestic letters was forbidden.

Re - the Heyer "Star Die" cover - 1 wonder where this originated?
Surely not from some place in the Confederasy but probably in some place up
the river from FNatehez where the "Star Die" was legal postage. ;

I think that this is a very interesting cover.

With best wishes -

Cordially yours,

Copy to
Henry Meyer
LeleShenfield
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744 BROAD STRERET

NeEwaAark 2, NEw JERSEY

December 10th, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Larry Shenfield has sgnt me your letter to
him and a copy of the letter you wrote to Fred Grant, both on
December 3rd, regarding the photographs (which I return here-
vith) of those two STEAM 6 covers which Henry Meyer submitted
for comment.

They are indeed two remarkable covers, -
like you it is the first time I have seen a STEAM 6 marking on
any cover identified with the Confederacy. I note your interest-
ing quotation from the postal laws of 1859, establishing such a
rate, and I agree that it might have been so used in the Con-
federacy. However, apparently the amerndment# to the U.S. laws
of February 27, 1861, making the rate 7¢ was quite promptly
adopted in the South, for we are all familiar with the STEAM 7
handstamp which has occasionally turned up on Confederate covers.

: I am, however, unable to understand why the
5¢ New Orleans stemp on the cover which went to Natchez was not
"recognized® and therefore why that letter was marked with the
STEAM 6 handstamp. If sent in June or July of 1861 as Fred Grant
thins, from New Orleans to Natchez, it would appear to have
needed only an additional rating of one cent, - or two cents, -
for traveling by steamboat.

The rating on the star-die envelope is more
easily understandable, as I think it was mailed in the Confeder-
acy and the U.S. 3¢ envelope stamp was disregarded, == @ther-
wise, I believe that would have been canceled or postmarked,
probably at the point of mailing. As it was, I think it likely
thatthe letter was mailed from some Confederate river point to
Natchez as entirely unpaid, and in that case this rare "Steam
Due 6% would have been the correct rating.



While writing let me also acknowledge your
letter to me of December lst. Just how that Dallasburgh, Ky.
cover traveled, we probably will never know. However, it is now
the property of Dr. Charles L. Roser of Louisville, Ky., who is
an excellent student of Kentucky postal history, and he may come
up with the right answer sometime. I have suggested to Dr. Roser
that he write you further in this comnection. What I would still
like to know is whether that round Dallasburgh, Ky. postmark
with PAID in its center, has ever been seen before, and if so in
what period.

Yes, - I think I do have a "credit" with you
of about $5., — let it ride until you have some photographs to
charge me with, or something else!

My bestl!

Sincerely,

s

MacB/HK

c.C.2 L.L.Shenfield
F.d.Grant
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Dec. 17, 1952.

Mr, Van Dyk MacBride,
744 Broad St.,
Newark 2, N‘JQ

Dear Maec:

Yours of the 10th received. I was especially pleased to see the
data on P, of We I note that you have this labeled -

"Official Records - Series II - Vol. VIII Serial ;121" -~ I never
knew that the Government published the Civil Viar Records. Have you any in-
formaétion of this publication? If you know of anything pertaining to the
Confederate postal service - Laws - Kegulations - Rates, ete., in the above
records, perhaps we could have such data microfilmed. Copies would be in the
Congressional Library. This data that you sent and which I return herewith
is indeed most interesting.

I note that in July 1862 there were 550 citizen prisoners at Camp
Chase. No doubt the great percent of these were from this section of
Northern Kentucky. By October 1862 the number hsd increased to 738, They
were all "“Southern sympsthizers." By December 1862 the number had been cut
to 28 - very interesting.

Now for your letter of the 10th, Maec, re = your remark - quote:
"Apparently the amendments to the U.S, daws of February 27, 1861 meking the rate
7¢ was quite promptly adopted in the south, for we are all familiar with the
Steam 7 handstamp which has occasionally turned up on Confederate covers."

I wonder if the Confederste P,0., Dept. changed eny of their rates to confom to
U.S, rates thet were sdopted as lete as February 27, 1861% Prior to that date
the C.S5.A, Congress passed legislation fixing the rates in the Confederacy and
as far ss I am aware, the Ship rates as adopted by the Confederate Oongress in
February 1861, were as follows:

Letters if unpaid
If addressed to Port of ENPry =eeeeceses 6¢

* an office )

beyond a Port of Entry ) 5¢ plus 2¢
then "legular Postage plus )10¢ " 2¢
2¢ Ship fee" JAcecording to distance

Both of the two photographs you examihed were addressed to the Port
of Entry, Netchez, hence were rated @ 6¢ due. This was perfectly okay. But what
about those that were rated "7" at New Orleans? I will discuss that later.

He - the cover with the New Orleans stamp. Here we hsve two things
to consider., The U.S. Law pnoviding the above rates referred to unpaid letters
The Steam 6 at Natchez indicates that the New Orleans stamp was not recognized,
hence the letter was rated as entirely unpaid and charged with a ship rate as
above, Why wasn't the N,C, stamp recognized? I am sure i+ don't know the



#2+ Mr. Van Dyk MacBride - Dec. 17, 1952,

correct answer but it may be that the Natchez postmaster decided not to
recognize any of Riddell's stamps unless there was direct evidence that they
were used from that office. Use from any other office was illegal - and
there was no postmark on this letter indicating the use had been from that
clty. And this regardless of the fact, Riddell had evidently received 5¢ for
his stamp. I suppose this theory is as good as any. Had this been an over-
weight letter requiring a double rate, I doubt very much if it would have
been rated as 5¢ paid with 6y due - still it might. I am more inclined to
the theory that the N.O, stamp was not recognized. Incidentally, Natchez
figured as 284 miles from New Orleans in those duys.

The important part of the other cover is that it was rated as
"Steam 6" st Natchez. Of course, it is anyone's guess whether it originated
in the Confederacy or somewhere up the river in loyal territory. I believe the
river was still open to steamboat travel later than early in July and this
letter showed an origin use of July 2, 1861. It wus malled direct to the boat
and not at a post office.

Both covers are most unusual and I suppose, should be called to the
attention of Esrl Antrim but I haven't had the time to do so.

Regerding the New Orleans "STEAM 7". It scems to me that such letters
should have been rated as "Steam 6" or "Ship 6" in accordance with U, 3, laws in
effect in Februsry 1861l. You have a cover with the "Steam 7" postmarked N,O.
"Jul 29 1861." It also has a pen "Paid 5." What is the answer? Why did New
Orleans ratdé one way and Natchez another? I am sure I don't know. Such a rating
did not conform to the U.S., law of Feb, 27, 1861 ~ See luff - page 391.

; I was pleased to learn that the "Dallasburgh, Ky. cover is the
property of Dr, Roser. No doubt he will write me ebout it and I hope he will
be able tc turn up sométhing on it.

Okay on that credit - just check against it whenever you wish.

With Holiday Greetings =

Sincerely yours,

Copy to
L.L.Shenfield

(25-33)



Doherty, Clifford, S teers. &7 Shenfield, Inc.

ADVERTISING
350 FIFTH AVENUE - Empire State Building « NEW YORK 1,N. Y.

December 9, 1952

Dear Stan:

Thanks for the two photo prints, together with your most
interesting letter to Fred Grant. You did your usual thorough job in
digging up Section 178 which refers to this rate of 6¢. Now there's
a peculiar thing about this cover — that is, why was the 5¢ New
Orleans not recognized? It must have been because of a hue and cry
that went up at the time from postmasters up and down the river that
New Orleans stamps were being used from their post offices instead of
the sender purchasing stamps from them. This of course resulted in a
loss of revenue to them and a gain to the New Orleans post office.

One way Riddell could try to dissuade companies up and down
the river from uging New Orleans stamps was to fail to recognize them
when they passed through the New Orleans post office for delivery to
river points. Of course you see what I am getting at -- this could ac-
count for the use of the Paid N.0.P.D. 5¢ cancel slapped over New Orleans
sbamps on covers originating from outside New Orleans. Doesn't it seem
silly that when an adhesive stamp says Paid 5¢ that Riddell would use
such & hand-stamp if the stamp were recognized. If this theory held
water, that would account for the use of the hand-stemp on covers bear-
ing adhesives. What do you think of this?

You remarked in your letter thet the rate went to 7¢ in
February of '6l. That would probably account for the use of the hand-
stamps Steam 7 which are so frequently seen. In other words, the New
Orleans post office kept apace of the changes in U.S. laws when they
knew about them. i

To answer your question —— I have never geen a Steam 6
before these examples. I believe the star die cover originated at
some river point where it it was supposed that being an envelope it
could be carried outside the mail. However, being a U.S. envelope with
a letter mailed about July 2, 1861, it was not recognized at New Orleans —-
hence the Due 6. Do you agree with this?

On your letter to Crigler —- I really think we should raise
the dues to the C.S.A. and separate the men from the boys. I'd be
willing to lose a few members but somehow I think we would make them
up. We've got to gel this C.S.A. out of this hand-to-mouth gitustion.

(over please;

TELEPHONE: BRyant 9-0445




P.S. I enclose a cover that was left over from some of my stampless
U.S. If it's of moderate interest to you, keep it please. It has some
pretty postmarks.

/i§}st regards,

e

r. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N. Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft.Thomas, Kentucky

P.P.S. I enclose the Richmond cancels from April 19th through

April 23rd inclusive. These are the critical days for early

dates of issue on the Frameline and the TEN Cents. It is the

result of a long study of these strange dates in these critical

days. I am sure it is correct and can be made part of the record.
LLS
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

JOHN H. HALL
CHAIRMAN

MRS. JOHN D. DALE
VICE-CHAIRMAN

THEODORE E. STEINWAY

22 EAST 35TH STREET

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.
MURRAY HILL 3-5667
WINTHROP 8. BOGGS, DIRECTOR

TRUSTEES

RICHARD S. BOHN
GEORGE E. BURGHARD
ALFRED H. CASPARY
ELLIOT G. CORIN
HUGH M. CLARK
WILLIAM A. EDGAR

TREASURER - - GEORGE R. M. EWING
p SOL GLASS
JOHN R, |BOKER; UR. v % ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR.

ASST. TREASURER 4026 Yeoz21 bl : H. D. S. HAVERBECK
HENRY M. GOODKIND 5u\wr\‘éuc\1§ﬂ "'§-4“./“"1 VA~ was DR. CLARENCE W. HENNAN
SECRETARY » —— ; A3 5 4 EDGAR B. JESSUP
X B W 4.5 -lara-red .o P MALCOLM JOHNSON
” L= ; i OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEIN
A. H. WILHELM
Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

33 N. Ft, Thomas Averue
¥t. Thomas, Ky.

November 28, 1952

Dear Stan:

We are filling in here for Win as you know. The latest reports are
very encouraging. He has been out of oxygen for almost a week now -
restless but is being kept completely quiet with no visitors for a
good long spell yet.

I hate to pile it on, but I have another patient on my haads. This
one being a complete zany, hunkster, Henry Edward Abt, who collapsed
on his trip and is now under close observation in the New York Hospital.

We are sending you herewith three items for the next meeting, knowing
your profound knowledge of 1¢, 185ls, and would appreciate your writing
your opinions on each one of the enclosed sheets and mailing them back
so that we may have them in time for the December 8th meeting. Regarding
Certificate #3866, I spoke to John Fbox during the ASDA Showand informed
him that the Committee has received new Information so that if he
wanted to submit it for reconsiderat ion the Committee would be glad to
re-examine their original certificate. He advised met hat t he cover in
question is in England but he will try to call it back to follow my
opinion.

Incidentally, Mr. Steinway is still laid up being unable to shake off
his illness which was quite rampant while you were here.

Before closing, let me say again that the whole Committee en joyed meeting
you. We were ill at ease because we had never operated under such un-
favorable circumstances. We had none of our reference material before

us, very little of our literature or photogrg hs, so that I am sure you
recel ved the unfortunate impression that we are no students but look at
everything with snap judgments. Please be assured that since then every
item has been reconsidered, having before us many control copies and

many of the opinions that you heard that night, have been changed before
being placed on the certificate.

With kind personal regards and I hope that we can have another reunion
soon and that Win will definitely be with us then, I r emain,

Singderely yours,

THE P LATEL% WDATIog :

kelhngfl.' enry M. Goodkind,Secretary

v



Dec, 4, 1952,

lMr. Henry M. Goodkind,
% The Philatelic Foundation,
22 ast 35th St.,
New York 16, N.Y.

Dear Henry:

Herewith Numbers 4026 - 4027 and 4028 as per yours of the 28th.
With #4028 I am tncluding two of my drawings of Reliefs "E" and "F" that
were used on the One Cent Plate 4. 74028 is 43L4 but this position on
the plate did not have bottom ornaments near as complete as the "E" diagrsm
herewith. This job of painting is rather Erude.

i waé pleased to learn that Win continues to improve and I hsve
little doubt that his confinement is hard to take.

I had a letter early this week from Henry abt from his hospital
and I hope that we will not have any more such csses any time soon.

I was pleased to learn that the Committee will again give a bit
of attention to Certificate ;3866 about which I wrote you recently.

Just as soon as 1 can find some time I would like to present
some new data on Certificate 72237 - this - my cover with the 24¢ and 10¢
1869 to Lima, Peru from Havana, Cuba via New York in the first ouarter of
1870. 1Incidentally, I turned this cover over to Win, together with the
certificate, when he wes here last sumimer and took no receipt fof it. Will
you be s0 kind as to advise me if you have it.

May I again assure you that it was a pleasure to spend an evening
with the Committee, and to become acaouainted with each one including you.
And may I add thet the 1ittle lunch that we had together is a most pleasant
memory.

I was sorry to learn that Mr, Steinway was still laid up but I
trust that by this time he has fully recovered.

My kindest regards.

Cordially yours,



L ™ "N

#4026 - 1¢g 1857 - Is it 7197

This is a 1¢ 1857 - Type IA - 5.U.S. #19 - a stamp from the bottom row
of Plate 4 Relief "FY

At some time in the past I signed this stamp on the back as a Type IA - 55‘ q
This is not a GOOD example of the Type IA because of Perforation damage. EE
Stanley B. Ashbrook
Dec. 3, 1952.

#4027 - 1¢ 1857 - Is it #19

This is & 1¢ 1857 Lype IA = S.U.S. #19.

A stamp from the bottom row of Plate four - Relief MK q
This is not a GOOD example of the Type IA because of E)"}' FEL
perforation damage.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Deg "5, 1952

#4028 - 1¢ '51 - Is it No.6%

This stamp is not a Type IA - S.U.S. no. 6, but it is a FAKE, a painting,

The stamp originally was a Type IIIA from Plate 4 - position on plate

43L4 - This was a Relief "E" position. The faker painted the lower ornament s

in an effort to convert the stamp to a Type IA. This stamp was Lot 76 in a L+‘E;[~f4—
sale by Stolow July 9-10, 1952 and was reported to have sold @ $200.00 :

A IIIA from Plate 4 cats @ $47.50.

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Becer 34 9525
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Please write clearly in pencil, and sign your opinion.
(Do not use pen and ink.)

SEE 8.B.25 pAGE 34



ESTABLISHED 1866

DIRECTORS:
A. J. HILL - B. J. CASE
H. W. HILL - H. P. HILL
R. M. FLEMING - E. G. LANDE
C. M. CASE, JR.- O. H. ENGLUND
A. E. COX - 5. J. MIROCHA
P. L. COSGRAVE

nf‘.')_».:!-‘ TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 6191
o TELETYPE MP-347

22-26 SECOND STREET So.

MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN. TRADE mARK
I2=2=52

Dear Steang

Issue /21 arrived this morning 2 very thorough expose”of some fraudulent
coverse. You have asked for my comments and here they are.

If T were you I would let the Hollowbush matter drop where it ise. You have
rendered your friendswho take your service a big favor, you are on record the cover in
question is not genuine and no dealer or auction house with any standing would handle
the cover if it ever came up for sale. Pesides this, it is my understanding that all
of your files will someday become the property of the Foundation which will include your
Service, so the information is available to all and as they issued a certificate that the
S5¢ Brick Red has been added, your opinion has been validated. By the way did you notice
the circle around the New Orleans postmark? How it is broken in four places, particularly
near the O and A and the breaks appear to be in the same position as the postmark on
the I0c indiceting whoever created the circle did not observe the break was due to the
cencel bresking over the stamp and then on to the envelopes You probably have but I want
to call it to your attention.

Enclosed is a strip of three 5¢ 57 +type I on a cover from Jamet received this
morning. Do you think that this position can be determined from the photo of the India
proofd and cen we use verticel strips of the 57s type I to =2id us in the plating.

I received a nice letter from Harry Lindquist and he will run my ad and give
us a good story to help us obtain the material we need to work with.

My Best Regardse

N

P VW\_Q‘/ JTAY .ULL



-

Dec. 4, 1952,

Mr. Henry W. Hill,
20-26 - 2nd S%., South,
Minneapolis, Minn,.

Dear Henry:

Thanks very much for yours of the ?nd with comment on my
current Service Issue. I would not have pursued the Hollowbush in-
cident as far as I did had i% not been for the fear that the date of
this cover might get & listing in the S.U.S. That has been the in=-
tention of Sloane and Hollowbush right along. And once a listing is
made in the S.,U.3. it is almost inpoasible to get it removed. With
the date listed in the S.U.S. it would be easy to find a buyer for the
cover. This is the sole reason why I tried to give as much publicity
to the cover as possible. £&Sloane and Hollowbush are verv c lose
friends and have been for years. I am not on friendly terms with
Sloane and this accounts for some of the backeground,

Re = the faks New Orleans postmark on the Hollowbush cover.
Yes, I noticed the four breaks in the outer circle but these asre not on
the genuine strikes on the 10¢ strip. On the fake there are three
breaks, viz: over the "E" of New

i " "o W OrlGBHS
" 1] LLFLL "

I examined these very carefully when I had the cover and was convinced
that these did not exist on the genuine strikes, nor do they show on the
feke strikes on the Meroni cover. I hope that these breaks are consis-
tent and will help me identify them on other covers.

Herewith the vertical 5¢ '57 Brown, Type I - I note your re-
ference to proofs of the Type I but as far as I am aware no full pane
proofs exist from Plste One. We have photos of the full panes - proofs
made in 1875 -~ of Plate 2 - the Type II, but no full pane proofs from
Plate One. I% would be wonderful if nuch was in existence.

Regarding this strip. It is rather interesting and it would
be nice to know if it came from the three top rows of the plate. What I
would like ®o know is how many reliefs were used and their order. Thare
is a guide dot at upper right but apparently none on the other two stamps,
There is also a dot on the center line - of the top stamp. The strip is
not a fine impressiom but I think it shows three different reliefs. The
top ctamp is a rather blurred print indicating, perhaps, a top row. I,
therefore, suspect this might be 10L1 - 20L1 = 30L1. I made a photo for
future reference.

Perhaps the publicity in STAMPS will bring in some interesting
material. ]
With best wishes - Cordially yours,
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42ND STREET AT LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
TELEPHONE MU 6-6000

HOTEL |

Birmingham, Alabzma.
Wednesday P.M. 12/3/52.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
B3 No Ft Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I sure enjoyed our talk last night andwas glad your cold
was better. These are tricky days with colds, so many being sick around
here with them. My cook, for example, can hardly drag around.

Here is the 5¢ orange brown (?) I told you about and also
a 15c¢ cover you saw but wanted another look at home. This 0.B(?) is a
match, if my eyes are still at all good for the Canary cover I have. It
has a cancel of York of New York which I guess you will say is genuine.

Also I enclose the photo of my newly acquired 30¢ " cover.
Meny and much thanks until better paid for the work you did on it.

\
1 .
“{ 10—‘9 oM S:anereg/
o) S .

P.5. We have just signed a lease on a place here in Birmingham. I hope
it will keep me at home for some time, maybe until I get ready to quit
travelling which is not too far away.




HOTEL

42ND STREET AT LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y
TELEPHONE MU 6-6000

e

.S. As I started out the door with this letter the postman came by

and gave me a letter from Ez which had some lots from Bob Laurence's sale
of londay. None amounted to much save this one which I want your

opinion on.

It is either a very beautiful type III and well worth the $150.00
it is to cost or else it is a damaged single not worth the paper it
is printed on. Do you think the line at the bottom has been monkeyed
withy that is erased? Ez and I just didn't know. So I had him buy it
and told him not to pay for it if it was N.G. and I would return it
to him and he can give it back to Bob. But if you can plate it as a
ITT, isn't it a beauty?

Await your verdict.

k=



Dec. 5, 1952.

Mr. Emmerson C. Krug,
3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.

Dear Em:
Re « your Air Registered Special Delivery of the 3=zd.

5¢ 1857 Orange Brown Type II - I believe this has a genuine New
York postmark and that the use wes in Auguet of 1861. The color is ex=-
ceptionally good and petter than the copy on your old cover - that is, it
is a lighter shade with more yelllow in it. I signed this copy on the back
and included a card with it. I also put it in tetro and found it sound
in every way. 1 see nothing wrong with the perforations.

1¢ 1851 - Superb copy of Type I1I - Genuine in every respect - See
card accompanying stamp. I have signed the copy on back. This is probably
6614 but I am not absolutely sure as my record of this position is not good.
However, there is no doubt but what the wide break in the bottom line is ab-
solutely genuine and has not been tampered with in any way whatsoever. This
is really a wonderful copy of a Plate 4, Type III.

15¢ 1869 cover - Re - this cover = Why the red cancel? As far as
i am aware New Orleans didn't use & red cancel in 1869. On the other hamd,
there is no evidence that the year dates have been changed, so if this §B¢
stamp was not used - what wss used? I have photos of other covers from'this
gseme correspondence used in November 1869 to Bordeaux - the nearest being Nov.
3, 1869 - but none on Nov. 1, 1869. The French marking is so blurred it canmot
be read, but it surely reads, "Amer Pkt" and if so, the "6" in the N.Y. post=-
mark is correct., It is possible the stamp missed canceclation at New Orleans
and was canceled at New York. Nov. 1, in 1869 fell on Monday but I haven't a
list of the sailings for that month. I would hesitate to sign the cover as
genuine but I would not condemn it. My guess is that the stamp was msed on the
cover. After all, I don't think it is a very attractive cover and one that
wouldn't add much to your collection. On this I am sure you asgree 1001.

Glad to report I am entirely over my head cold but it was hard to
shake off.,. :

I note you have signed up for a new plam$ in Birmingham and that
this new project will keep you more at home in the next few months.

Our zecards

Yours as ever,
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Dec. 3, 1952.

Mr, D. N, MeInroy,
16003 - 15th Ave., Suwo,
Seattle 66} Wash.:

Dear Mr. MeInroy:

Herewith the cover as per yours of the ?7th. This is quite an
interestine little cover and one that is rather unusual. The key to it is
the absence of a New York postmark. Though it originsted at New York, it
was not placed in the Post Office there, but was handed to a captain of a
non-contract mail vessel. When it reached Albany it was rated as a "Ship
Letter” with a rate of "Shin 6" plus 50%. Thus you can appreciate why it
is aquite unusual., The Albany P.0. didn't even postmark it, though they
should have done s80. I believe that Albany is about 144 miles by river
from New York. Had it been placed in the New York P,0., it would have been
rated at 15¢. Thus the U,5, P.0.D. was defrauded of 6¢. There was a lot
of this in the early days of the Department, clear up to and after the Civil War.

So far I have not been able to acquire or even borrow a copy of the
Zeppelin fake snd present prospects of obtaining & copy seem remote. And
further, I loaned the Sloane article that appeared in STAMPS to someone and
they never returned it and I do not have a duplicate. I will write Lindquist
to send me a duplicate of the number in which it appeared and if I obtain it
I will loan it %o you.

I will have some cornmeal sent to Mrs. McInroy and Mrs. Ashbrook
will send her some receipts - (Kentucky cornbread). Griddle cakes and molasses
ig awfully good eating, especially with lots of butter.

We had a lot of snow here last Saturday - the first of the season,
also about three inches Mondsy night, but it turned warm yesterday {38) end
most of it has melted. I suppose we will have real winter from this time on
until the middle of February.

With regards -

Cordially yours,



Dec. 8, 1952.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St,.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

ite = yours of the 4th, mailed at Boston on the 5th - this was
air resitered - but it didn't reach me until today, the 8th, though it
is backstamped, Newport, the 6th. It laid in the Newport Office from
Saturday until this moming - Fort Thomas is a branch of the Newport
Office. Whenever you wish a letter to reach me without delay, send it
Air Special Delivery. Our office out here closes at noon on Saturday, so
1 doubt if I could have been able to get this cover back in the mail
registered to you in time Saturday even had it been delivered to me
before noon.

Re - this cover., 1In March 1883 the single rate to France was
5¢ and the registered fee was 1l0¢ - per 1/2 ounce, It don't look like
this letter weighed over 1/2 ounce, sowhhy is there more than 15¢ postage
on this letter? You can fisure it out for yvourself - Do you believe this
letter was a 16 x 5¢ plus 10¢? I don't. This looks like some of Zareski's
work and believe me, he was no slouch at work such as this. I made a
photograph and if you have no objedtion, L will use it in my next Service.
If you have any objections let me know.

liy ree is $2.50 plus 36¢ - $2.86.

I am sure that you will admit that the paint tie of the N.Y,
postmark in the stamp is a pretty bum job.

With regsrds =

Yours etc.,

P18, I will reply % your letter later.



Yark E. Molesmorth -
102 Bearon f
Boston 16, Massachusetts
l : UNITFY g
f‘;‘h ;\iznsr’}x‘c?

- Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrock
33 N, Ft, Thomas Ave,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.







A S. No. 19844 C.S.A. No. 483 S A, Mo, 12627

Jark €. Molesmorth
Dl\i‘o\te'ic ‘Bvolger

102 Bearon
Boston 16, Massachusetts b

December 12, 1952
Dear Stan,

¥y thanks for your prompt reply on the
90¢ banknote cover, After you point it out, I can
readily see that it is an added stamp, but fraﬂkly
did not suspect it originally so will have to be
more cautious in the future., I'm going to see
what I can do to trace its origin and will let you
know. My check for $2.86 enclosed. y

Also enclosed is a stamp supposed to be
a Type III which I would appreciate your checking
and signing on the reverse.

I shall look forward to your comments
on my last letter with interest,

twighes,

JEN/m

P.S. It is quite o.k. to put the
in your Special Sefvice Report.
DEC‘&*1%E

ne Thw [NfT%6 5®dC /\wx %&(urned
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Mr. Jack E. Molesworth,

my Service,

Type III and I have signed it

Thanks for permission to use the 90¢ Bank Note

as per yours of the 12th.

such on the

Dec, 14, 1952,

This is

back.

cover in

Cordial ly yours,




A . S. Xo. 19844 C.S.A. No. 483 S.HA. Mo, 12627

Jack £. Molesmorth
Dl\ilatehc ‘Brol{er

102 Beacon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

December 19, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 3}

35 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

Many thanks for your signing the back of the 1¢ 1857
Type III.

I also appreciate your forwarding the enclosed copy
of the letter which you wrote to the P, F. I will be very
interested in knowing what they may reply.

I appreciate very much your advice as to John Fox and
I shall be extremely careful in making any critical comments,
the motives for which might be easily misunderstood,

The S0¢ Banknote cover which I sent you came from the
last Herst auction. I did not mention this at the time it
was sent, knowing that your relationship with Herst has not
been the best in view of the controversy concerning the
cancellation boock. However, he seems to feel that your
opinion of him may have had something to do with your adverse
opinion on this cover, I prescnally feel that he has no
basis whatsoever for this opinion but would appreciate your
advising if you were aware that this cover came from this
auction before you wrote me your opinion on it. I would
like to be able to tell him that you had no knowledge what-
soever of its source if such be the case, I am perscnally
convinced from my own examination that it is just as you
say , but apparently he is not so easily convinced, There is
no problem as far as his accepting its return, I merely
would like to be able to express to him that your opinion
was based on the merits of the cover and was definitely not
prejudiced by its source, Whether or not you mention in
your special service note that the cover came from the Herst
auction is not important to me. If it is not to you, I
believe your not mentioning its source might s=rve to pre-
clude further bad feelings with Herst. Use your own judge-

ment on it.
With/bfﬁt wishes,
v L2 M

JEM/mm Jagk FE. Molesyorth
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Dec. 23, 1952,

Mr, Jack I, Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

I have yours of the 19th regarding the 90¢ cover. I can
assure you that L never saw thic cover before you sent it to me, nor did
I have any knowledge from whom you obtained it.

I have nothing whatsoever against Herman Herst. It certainly
is none of my business that he saw fit to associate his name with the most
notorious philatelic faker in Europe, namely, M, Zareski of Paris. I make
no bones of naming Zareski as a crook and a cheat and if anyone doubts that
Zareski man@pulates and fakes 19th Century covers, all he has to do is to
inquire of any honest dealer in Paris. 1 have written Zareski on several
occasions and accused him of faking certain covers thet I called to his
attention, :

Herst khows damn well that my reputation in Americen Philateily
is above repreach and that I would be the last person in the world to give
an adverse opinion on a philatelic item just because I didn't like the
owner, Such stuff is silly, ridiculous and unworthy of consideration.

If Herst has the idea that I have any ill feeling sgainst him,
»he is absolutely wrong. If such was the cace I would have publicly condemned
the so-called Herst-Zareski book. I never lifted a finger to hamper the sale,
even had I been able, which I doubt. Part hurt himself when he associated
his neme with that of Zareski and in view of this, I can state very frankly
that I, like a lot of others, could hardly have the same confidence in him,
but I would not do anything to harm him in any way.

Sincerely yours,

© (25-38)




DON H.SILSBY, M.D.
324-326 LANDERS BLDG.
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

Deeemb er 9, 19582

Stanley B. Ashbrook
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

My dear Stan:

You wanted to kmow what I thought of the
last number of your Special Serviee. I thought it was
just fine. It was interesting and 1nformat1ve. Too
bad it eouldn't be published.

We had a fine trip to College Station, Texas.
My frames were placed in the new Student Center building
at Texas A. & M. College for three days. The evening
of the last day they had the banquet in the same build-
ing. They have a real live stamp elub there at the
college. Every one seemed to enjoy the show.

I am enelosing two ecovers whiech I need a little
help with. 3
(1) The Italy "1869" shows a rubber stamp with
four lines in red. Can you make out the top line? Can
you tell me what this marking means? ' '

(2) The 12¢ 1873 eover has 2 red "New York Paid
all" at the top of the eirele. The bottom wording
starts with "Via". Have you any idea what the rest of
it would be?

Here are rough drawings of the markings referred
to: ; ok :

~

7 o, 3

Lela joins me in sending love to all,

W%



Dec, 12, 1952.

Dr. Don H, Silsby,
324-26 landers Bldg.,
Springfield, Mo.

Dear Doctor:
Herewith the two covers as per yours of the 9th.

19¢ to Rome in Januery 1870, from Beltimore. The rate is
correct and in my opinion, this cover is genuine in all respects.
With the cover I include two rough tracings of two of the postal merkings.
The "4" is our credit to the Italian P.,0,D. and was U.S, applied. The
P.D, was applied at Rome and indicated Paid. The blue markings were
applied at Coeln = (Cologne, Prussia). This 19¢ rate was by Prussian Closed
Meil, that is, in sealed bags thru lingland.

12¢ to Switzerland in Jan. 1874 from Chicago. This went via
England and the rate was 10¢, not 12¢. However, the cover appears to be
genuine and I suppose the sender overpaid the rate by 2¢. I enclose a
tracing of the indistinet postmark, which literally reads, "Vis Englend and
Ostend.

We note that you had an enjoyable trip to ﬁexés, and we both
hope that you have been perfectly well ever since your visit with us,

Mildred joins me in love to Lela and you, and may you both have
a most Enjoyable Christmas.

Cordially yours,

(25=39)



EDC :mk1l

EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

Dec. 10th, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ps 05 Bex 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

A dealer who sells foreign stamps just sent
me the enclosed; how he got it I don't know.

It is ex-Knapp and he paid $600,00 for it and
Ackerman that much or more. It costs us $500,00, do
you think that we can do anything with it?

If you think it hopeless send it back to me
right away so that it reaches me before the 15th and
if you think Wé can do anything with it, keep it for
I have it on approval.

The reason for this Dec. 15th date 1s that I am
going to try to get away with the family and go to
Florida., Will leave here on the 20th and will be back
on the 3rd or Lth,

I do not know for sure where we are going to stop
but very likely with Edson Fifield, 1500 N, Ocean Bou-
levard, Pompano Beach, Florida,

Sincere¥ y/:
/;;gi :
/'///./

/_,.’//'if =5 / v

Ezra D//bole.

/



Dec. 12, 1952,

Mr. Ezra D Goie
. s

Nyack, N.Y,
Dear Ezra:

Herewith the Hawaii cover which did not arrive until late
this afternoon. Mails will be slow from now until after the holidays.,
I regret that I have no one who might be interested ih the cover. I
think the condition is lousy and L wouldn't advise any friend of mine
to pay a big price for it. Thanks just the same.

I am rushing this back to you and I will reply to your letter
later.

Note you are taking the family down to Florida - thst sure
is fine. I suppose you are driving.

Regards,

Yours etc,,



G. F. PRATT. PRESIDENT J. G. FLECKENSTEIN, VICE PRES. IN CHARGE OF SALES
E. G. GUY. VICE PRESIDENT & GEN. MGR M. A, HAGERMAN, SECRETARY & TREASURER

HONE 125

RSTALSA, A o

InCORPOHATED

CRYSTAL RETROLEUM PRODUETS

bt o = 1 = . 0 o 1 et = = i

Home address,
Ionia, Michigan.
December 12, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Got © he enclosed cover with lovely 5¢ 1856 tied by New Orleans carcel,

in the Sam Paige sale of December 6th for $93.00. I thought it was
cheap. It sold in Dan Kelleher's sale of November 30, 1951 for $#97.50.
It looks CK to me, Stan, but I'm suspicious of these early covers now,
and want you to look it over and if OK in every respect, please sign

it on the back with your guarantee and signature, and I won't pay Paige
until I hear from you. The New Orleans cancel looks different than most
that I have seen.

Received copy of letter you wrote Harold regarding the 1817 cover with
the 5¢ and 10¢. Am sure he would be interested in this.

Rene and Joan have both been ill of late - Joan says she only weighs

107 pounds and thinks she may have to drop out of school for a year.
Rere has had a terrible cold for three weeks and can't shake it. Will
try and get her to go south for a month after the holidays. Joan will
be home next Friday for Xmas and we hope to get some meat back on her
frame, but she smokes all the time - like an old boilor with the flues
burned out - I know if she would stop smoking she would gain weight.
Says she has a craving for tobacco and probably does too, but I told her
to take up chewing tobacco - it is less harmful.

Regards and the compliments of the Season.

'gqerely,
/

G. Fleckenstein.
JGF/1

Rene sends her best to all.

ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS, ABILITY TO OBTAIN CRUDE AT POSTED PRlCE OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. QUOTATIONS ARE FOR IMMEDIATE ACCEPT-
I ANCE A UBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PA F_ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL T, OR CHARGE. ON THE PRICE OF OR ON
[ . THE MERCHAND!SE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREIN IS TO BE BORNE BY PURCHASE
#,
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Dec. 16, 1952.

Mr. J. G, Flekkenstein,
419 Union St,.,
Ionia, Mihk,
Dear Jack:

Yours of the 12th received., I am terribly busy so will make
this brief. I return the 5¢ 1856 cover which I have signed on the back.
The memo which I include with it should add a lot of value to the cover,
I state should but nevertheless this is really a superb item and no
doubt Henry Hill would be glad to take it off your hands at a substantial
profit. No doubt Dan's deseription in the Chase sale was partly responsi-
ble for the high price. It was a bit misleading. I could met ghké the
auction covering in this envelope.

,Mildred and I were sorry to leam thst Rene is still battling
that cold. The type thst is around this Year seems awfully hard to cure,

1 know you both will enjoy having the girls home for Xmas.

Our best to you all.

Merry Christmas

Ag ever yours,

P,S,~-lMy thanks for the fee,

(25-41)



EZRA D. COLE

Rare Postage Stamps
NYACK . NEW YORK

Commissions . Appraisals

TELEPHONE NYACK 7-0964

Dec. 1llth, 1952

Mr., Stanley B. Ashbrook,
P, 0y Box 31,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:

Have your air mail letter. For once we
got good service.

Thanks for the dope on the 7R1E cover. This
is all I needed.

With reference to the two lots in the Harmer
sale. I have already pald for them of course. I
think I bought one for Em and one for Ted Gore. I
cannot recall. Both Em and Ted looked at the covers
so I was not as careful as I should have been. I will
look at them when they come back and see if I can tell
what is wrong with them, although your tipping me off
gives me something to go on.

Glad your trip to Florida is going to materialize
but I will believe it when you get down there so be sure
to send me a card.

Re the 3¢ stamp, I sent you. Isn't that the
color that I have on cover that you told me about. I
will keep watching for more like it and if I ever see any
I will let you know.

Wishing you all the joys of the Season.

Sincerély,f/f‘}
/ /
- ”'/

EDC smkl Ezrg D, Cole.

P.8. I bought the enclosed as is for $55.00 for it is
unusual to have strikes of both the St. Joseph and Denver
on the same cover. Do you think there is any chance that
that stamp grew on the cover. It is bad enough to be good.

e




Dec. 16, 1952,

Mr. Ezra D, Cole,
Nyaeck, N.Y.

Dear Ez:

Mails are awfully slow so I will try to get this to you
before you leave for Florida, Have a fine trip and try to get some
rest. I think you have been working too hard and need it.

Yes, I read the editorial by Linn and wondered. I think
what he wrote you was his true opinion end what he published was for
public eonsumption,

I will send you a photo of the 3¢ plus l¢ '61 cover.

Re - color slides by flash. I think the bmand of the flash
has a lot to do with results - also another point - a lot depends on who
develops color slides. I am sure Rochester does better work than Chicago -
I have been sending to Chicago but no more, &

Al enclose copy of & letter that I'$}. 8
B :J' G @imen ber of the Expert
Gommitte;i ‘{j ore Wydrs than anyone on their

&oodkind. Let me know

-erew' h the 3¢ 1857 cover as per yours of the 1lth. In my
opinion this 3¢ stamp was not used originally on this cover. The back stamp
shows the receipt by the HExpress Company on Dec., 19 - the St. Joe postmark
shows mailing daste it left the U, S. Post Office. I doubt if this is very
unusual st this particular period. If you are in doubt about the 5¢ stamp
send the cover back after your return and I will make a minute examination,

I suggested to Clare Phillips of Winter Haven that he drive over
and see you at Fifields,

Christmas Greetings to Jean, the children and to you - take it easy.

Yours etc.,




MORRIS EVERETT
FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD
CHAGRIN FALLS, OHIO

Lecember 1l3th, 1952

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrooke
33 No. Ft. Thomas Ave
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear "Colonel" Ashbpooke:

I have just reread with pleasure for the "umbeenth"
time your "Notes on the Postal Legislation of t.e C.S.A." and
have finally gotten round to the sending down to you an en-

velope that I think you will be much interested in seeing.

Your booklet refers to the unique usage of a P.0.W.
with the 10 cent Lithograph under Figure 47, and I thought
you would like to see anot.er one.

I realize that your book came out in 1946 so per-
haps you heve seen this one before. 1 did not acquire the
enclosed until 1949, but I hope that maybe it will be a "new"
one for you.

As you can easily see, the condition of the stamps
and the envelppe are not nearly as nice as the one you picture,
but the cancellations seem clear and satisfactory. You will
note that this cost me {;,52.50 which I have always hoped was a

fair price.

I hope someday that I'll have the thrill of being
able to show you a 20 cent green on a P.0.W. too.

With sihcerest best wishes for a Merry Christmas.

R

PS. I am enclosing a three cent stamp to defray the cost of
gending the cover back to me.

Yours,




Dec. 16, 1952.

Mr. Morris Everett,
Fairmount Blvd.,
Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Desr Mr. Everett:

Thanks very much for yours of the 13th enclosing the
Fort Delaware P.of W. cover which I am returning herewith. I do not
recall ever seeing this cover and I do not seem to heve any record
of i%, though it might have come up in some auction and I failed %o
meke a record of it. It certainly is a mighty nice item - cuite a
rare and unusual combinstion. I have examined it very carefully and
see no reason to question any feature of it. Some might doubt that
this 3¢ was originally used on this cover but Delaware is known to have
used a target cancelation and though this stamp shows no crease at left
I believe that it was actually used on this cover.

With my thanks and the Season's Greetings, I am

Cordially yours,
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Dec. 17, 1952.

Dr. H. J. Robbins,
438 State St.,
Portsmouth, N.H.

Dear Doctor:

Herewith the two covers as per yours of the llth. The following
are some comments -

Ship 4. This marking was applied at Boston and I am inclined to believe

th&t your cover was a laste use - probably im the late eighteen seventies or
eighfies., It was the ship rate of 2¢ for local delivery plus 2¢ ship fee.

I heve & record of & use in Aug. 1882, the letter originating at Liverpool -
brought in by a private ship, The "Reguletion" of the P.L. & R. of 188¥
stated the shif rate was four cents, single, is addressed to the Port of IEntry,
but if mailed beyond to some office, 6¢.

It has been reported that this merking was in use from 1864 to 1901
so I doubt if it could be considered rare.

Nyack N.Y. stampless. I think that your analysis is quite correct. It
originated at Nyack on Jan, 30th - year? - and was rated with pen as "5 cents
due - It went to Lowell, Mess., where it was hand stamped and the 5 (TS due was
repeated. I have no idea why the other Middlesex merkings are on this cover

and I doubt if they have any official postal significance. Perhaps the addressee:
or someone connected with him or his office or household was handy with a pocket
knife and whittled out these imitation "postmarks" - ecircular and straight line.

Philadelphis Ship Letter. According to your deseription everything seems okay

but the ebsence of a rate. From Havane it was brought into Philadelphia as a
"ghip letter” and it is almost certain that the rate was not prepaid. Had it

been it would have been handstemped as PAID, Therefore, I assume that the postage
was due from the addressee. This would have been regular postage of the year 1835
plus 2¢ ship fee. I believe that the Post Road distance at that time betlween
Philadelphia and New York wes figured & 116 miles. If so, then the single rate
should have been 10¢. Thus the rate was 10¢ plus 2¢. It would have been most un-
usual for New York to have postmarked the cover. The two markings that you illus=-
trated are quite well known. If you care to submit the cover I will be glad to
give you further information.

I started a series of articles in STAMPS a year ago last month and
had in mind to follow the first one with additional ones on some Very interesting
subjects, but I have not been able to find the time to complete the series. Por-
haps I will next year.

I will send you a few VWar Rate covers in the near future and would be
willing to take in exchange anything that 1 eould use in Retaliatory rate coverse.

I note that you were in New York the week of November 9th. I was there



at the same time and attended most all of the sessions of the Meroni sale.
Sorry I failed to see you.

My fee for the above explanation is $3.00.

Sincerely yours,

(25=44)






TELEPHONE 320

Hi RO BIBINS., M. DX

HAMPTON., NEW HAMPSHIRE

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
AND 1-2 & 7-8 EXCEPT
TUESDAYS



FINE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTIONS

SPoaul P Cé'u’ito/zés'z

2@5 42 Yale Ave

a/;g/wzz/ 3

Dec. 14, 1952

Mr,. Stanley B. Ashbrookgy
P.,D. Box 31
Fort Thomas, K¥V.

Dear Mr., Ashbrook,
I am enclosing a copy of the 1l¢ 1251 which I would appreciate
having you type and plate, if possible.

I think that it might be 6RIE and if this is so, I would

aprreciate your confirmation of this.

I shall be glad to pay any necescary fee,

Cordially,
AR
J ) J
Paul P, Christopher

Enel
1 gtamp
1l return enve.



Dec. 17. 19520

Mr. Paul P, Christopher,
42 Yale Ave.,
Wakefield, Mass,
Dear Mr, Christopher:
Herewith the 1¢ 1851 as per yours of the l4th.
I regret to inform you that this stamp is 6I1L, a Type IV,

rather than 6R1E. The bottom line shows the reews line. Incidentally,

this is an 1852 print and cuite an early impression from the late state
of the plate.

There is no fee,.

With Geason's Greetings

Sincerely yours,

(25=45)




Ypsilanti, Michigan
5065 -- 2287

Electro-Arc Manufacturing Company
BOX 448

|
|
Telephone

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Dec. 15, 1952,

Dear Stan,

I returned the material you sent me immedistely, so
you would not be caught short. I did not comment at the time since
I wanted to mull it over a bit. After thinking it over a bit I am
still not satisfied with this 5¢ plus 10¢ cover. It just isnt right,
I was wrong on the assumption of a possible 1859 issue. I had not
the information you sent later and was just surmising a possible
explanation, Your idea of & STAMPDESS COVER doctored up, strikes
me as being a logical explanation. Everything seems to point to a
stampless single 1/40z. rate, with 15 dec. due. At the time Jack
told me the French marking was 8 dec. due. Always remember a red
cancel 1s the easiest to imitate. Another thing, if that was carried
privately to England (There was plenty of this out of Boston), it
would not show any U,S. merkings. Too bad the presumed Boston
marking is indistinet. I still think I would not want to possess
this cover at the price it was sold for,

I am sending with this letter A STRIP of four 10¢ 1847
used in 1850 from New York to San Francisco. The cover appesrs
ok to me but why the "80" cancel from New York per Panama. Is this
a double rate letter or is this a misuse of the "80" cancellor.
I received this from Siegel and the price he asked is $500. The
price seems OK if the cover is. Strips of the 10¢, even tho cut
into at the bottom are rare and also the us:cge to Calif, 1s also
rare, What do you think of this cover.

from Cincinnati, Aug. 11, 1851, with PAID 3 in cnacellor and
routed via Baltimore to New Orleans, (PAID). Thought you might

Also enclosed is an early ( My own opinion) of a cover ’
want to look at this cover. Cover left Cineinnati July 29th. ‘

Regarding the trip to Florida, I will have to walt
more definite information. Sonny might have to go into the army
perhaps in the early part of Feb. Will keep you advised.

Best of wishes for the Holiday Season to you all,
Expect some oranges in the latter part of Jan. or the first
part of Feb.

Sincefely,

—




Dec. 18, 1952,

Mr. Harold W, Stark,
: 0- BOX 288,
Ann Arbor, Mich,

Dear Harold:

Harewith the 10¢ 1847 cover, ss per yoars of the 15%th. I have
& record of this cover. It was in the J. V. Sampson collection that was
purchased by John Fox and Cene Costales in 1948, I have a photograph of it
that John sent me at that time. I don't seem to have any record of the
price that he was asking for it, but he sold it to Chuck Meroni and it was
Lot 1286 in the Meroni sale last month, I did not sttend the sale the day
it was s0ld 80 I don't know what the sale price was. It seems to me it has
changed a bit since I last saw it. Now it is only a face mounted on an envelope.
The "80" wes used om this merely as a "Eiller" and has no other significance.
The “cover" (or raothe# "face") is unquestionably genuine and the use was "1850"
and the S.8.Ceorgia did sail for Panama with the California mail on that dates.
The firm of Macondray & Co. is well known and is still in existence in S.F.
The firm was founded in 1848 and in 1948 they celebrated their 100th anniversary,
and issued &8 book giving the history of the firm. A great many covers from
their old files are scattered thruout U. S, colledtions. No doubt you have some.

While the strip is rather heavily canceled it is otherwise in good
condition - the paper is well preserved - and the impression is very fine, Per
sonally I think the item - "as is" is well worth $500 and would prove a safe
investment. No doubt it didn't bring a big price at the Meroni sale, hence the
present low tag., I'll bet Meroni paid much more thag $500 for it.

The S.U.S. quotes a 10¢ '47 with numeral cancel G $100 tut I am sure
any decent copy would bring 50% more at auction, Here is a H.5. of four, In
addition, the N.Y. encircled "80" is darn rare ond worth real money on a stampless
cover., I wonder if you have one? Probably no. It was used on unpaid double
rates to California from 1849 to July 1, 1851 and eighty cents was a lot of real
money in those days.

The photographs of the Rohloff cover came safe to hand. I note your
remarks but still I feel that the cover is genuine., I subjected it to every test
1 could think of end was unable to find anything that warrauted suspicion. Every
bit of evidence is against the possibility that it was carried privately t
Englend or France, and amiled over there. I do think that the price that Fox
charged Rohloff was way out of all renson. He sold the cover to Rohleff &t the
same time he sold the enclosed cover to Meroni, so if he charged Rohloff $1500
for the one cover he surely charged Meroni $1000 or more for the 10¢ cover.
Rohloff is eomnseious thet he paid far too much for the cover and that is why I
studied this cover for almost & year in-en éndeavor to come up with soms evidence
thet it was "queer" but the more I investigated it, the more I was convimced
it wss genuine. : : -

I also return the Ciheinnati stampless. MNote the routing "Via



#2. Mr, Harold W, Stark - Dec. 18, 1952.

Beltimore" - which meant up the Ohio River by steamboat to Wheeling, Virginia,
thence over the B. & 0. R.R. to Baltimore or Washington and via the "Great
M2il" to New Orleans. Why such a round-about trip? Why not by regular Mail
Route - down the Ohio and Mississippi Via Steamboat to N.0.? My guess is that
two letters were sent -aan tmportant communication - so that in case of
failure of one to get there, the other one would. I note it took 13 days Via
Beltimore, whereaseit was less than half thet time by steamboat down the Ohio.

No word from Brooks, What do you think?
A very Merry Christmes to all the family.

Yours etec.,

(25-46)
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Dec. 12, 1952.

Dr. Arthur R. Davis,
76 Brooks St.,
West Medford, Mass.

Dear Arthur:

Herowith the verious covers as per yours of the 8th - also
the memo accompanying them., Some comments follow, using your numbers -

Nos 1 - (A) Way 10 from Hoston 1819 - This letter is headed “"Boston" -
it was evidently mailed direct with the Carrier at Boston, hence the
Carrier was hardly entitled to any Way Fee - This was too late for the
elosing of the mail at Boston. Do you agree? (B) Perhaps this is in the
same class? oy '

No. 2 - "A" and "£" ~"The "5" is the well-known Providence "5" so I feel
certain that the markings on both covers was applied at Providence.

No. 3 - Trenton = I don't know the answer, unless a certain class of Way
meil did pot cerry a fee.

No. 4 - Both Way fees prepaid - not only unusual to pay the postage but
quite unusual to prepay the Way Fee, in the early days. I suppose you agrees

No, 5 « I judge this is from letter-box to P,0, at Baltimore - though the
street address of Washington could indicate prepaid Carrier Delivery et
Washington. I don't think this is a Way cover. I have seen three or four

of these “altimore 3¢ plus l¢ 1861, and one was just like this, and addressed
to a small town which surely had no carrier delivery service. . Thus I suppose
this was box to P.0. at Baltimore. Cuite a rice and scarce COv ETe

|
No. 6 - Two VWar Rate covers. The New Yomc of "NOV 16" (1815) was rated as
follows: 3 x 17¢ plus 50% = or as you atated 3 x 255d. Very riice. The
other was 3 x 17 plus 50% plus 2¢ (as you stated). 4 think these are two

_ Very interesting covers.

No. 7 - New York 18 Jan (1813) - 3 ® 17 plus ?¢ - I note S5t. /Petersburg, Russia
end dated 20th of Sept. 1812. No doubt the writer referred to the battle of
Borodino which histor§ tells us resulted in the killed or wounded of between
seventy end eighty thousand. What a tremendous loss and especially {n view of
the total engaged. I believe the battle was found on Sepe 7, 1812 Luit the
writer has it that it occurred a week earlier. At any rate, it openec} the way
to Moscaw for Napoleon. This letter did not reach New York until fouir months
later. All very interesting in my opinione

Further regarding the law and the regulation regarding Way \letters.
Note the wordihg -~ “"shall deliver the same xxxx at the first office eta. etc."
From Boston to Providence would hardly apply, hence such through mail ay the
covers enclosed, perhaps were not entitled to a Way Fee. I agree 100 pe rcent
with you that "UAY" did meen 6pfgin - there is no question of that but I sometimes

A




#2. Dr. Arthur R, Davis - Deec. 12, 1952,

wonder if it could not have also indicated a fee of l1¢ was due, because of

long years of association. In other words, (and this is merely a suggestion),
Way letters, in the early days were very seldom prepaid, and it was generally
understood that a VWay Letter carried a postage due fee of 1l¢. Hence, perhaps

a letter with JAY apnd 30 might have indicated 10¢ due for postage and 1l¢ due
for the Wiay and why was an extra l¢ due, because of the origin - KAY. You
state that "liay designated origin and notsa fee collect" - But if l¢ was due

on & Yay letter then surely the origin marking of Viay gave the reason vhy thelg
was due.

The 1855 P.L. & R, had the following - {ee, 153 = "On réllroad and
steamboal routes, it is the duty of Route Agents - lst - to receive letters
written after the mail has closed, and way letters prepaid by stamps etc. etc,"
\unquote)

Arthur I doubt if postmasters actually took metters into their own
hands and ignored Vay Fees in ¢ertain cases, but rather reported cases to Wash-
ington where it was quite evident that the earriers were mot entitled to Way Fees

and then the PM.C. issued an order not to pay such fees,

Yhere we have noticed that no Viay Fee wase charged at Certain Post
Offices I believe that these had to do with special orders issued by the ¥.M.G,
New Orleans is an exaniple,

Re - Montgomery, Ala, = Whether or not a Way Fee was charged depended
on how and by what carrier the letter reached the Montgomery office. If by & non-
contract, say Irom lMobile, then the private carrier was entitled to his 1¢ and
we find that such me il generally had the 1¢ fee prepaid,

Re - the Patterson, N.J. cover. I believe this was from the village
of Hamburg, which was not much more than 30 miles N.W, of Paterson by Post Route,
but rated 10¢ postages. There was a Post Office st Hamburg in 1829, (and much
eablber) so why wasn't this letter put in the ¥,0.7 I suppose the answer could
be - "too late" and handed direct to the Mail Coach. In which event was he
entitled to a Way Fee when he deposited the letter st Paterson? It is addressed
to Trenton. 1 believe that the carrier was entitled to his 1¢ fee and that it
was paid to him,

I wuld like to identify the origin of the blue Vay in eircle, and if
I obtain any data, I will advise you.

Neal Grabert is very much interestdd in Viay covers end me rkings and
I believe he deserves eny assistance we can give him.

With Season's Creetings and the best of wishes, believe me

Sincerely yours,



FilS o Et S

" Gilherl- M Buarrs
R.D. 4.1
TUNK H AN N ooeldis”

Pa.



REFUNDED POSTAGE .

WOULD not it be something, in '

this day of ever increasing
postal rates, to go to the Post Office
and have the clerk tell you, “There
seems to have been an over-payment
of postage on this item, and I will
refund it to you”? If this were to
happen very many times it might
necessitate first aid stations in the
lobby of the office, and yet this
seems to have been a rather common
procedure in early days.

The illustrated cover is one of
an original find, and the only one
that I have ever seen out of hun-
dreds of stampless covers I have
possessed, which leads me to believe
that possibly this practice may have
had a rather tainted odor.

My first thought on this was how
would this be taken care of on any
postal reports to the Department,
but on examining some old records
that I have, I see that specific pro-
vision was made in the reports for
this very item under the heading of
“letters overcharged, missent and
forwarded.” These reports range
between 1835 and 1841.

These refunds on overcharges ap-
parently reached such proportions
that on April 10, 1839, a letter was
printed by the Post Office Depart-
ment and apparently mailed to all
Postmasters regarding the practice
from which I quote:

Sir:

The attention of the Postmaster Gen-
eral has recently been directed to the®
subject of overcharges of postage ap-
pearing in the accounts of postmasters,
and he has been surprised that in one
hundred and twenty of the principal post
offices, the overcharges exceed the under-
charges reported for the year ending June
30, 1839 in the large sum of $31,156.16.
He is perfectly satisfied that the under-
charges in point of fact, greatly exceed
the overpayments and that the balance is
thus thrown against the department, by
omissions to correct undercharges. . . .

For instance: at the Philadelphia Of-
fice during the period above referred to,
the undercharges reported to $5.883.81,
Overcharges $4.787.94, thus leaving a
balance of only $1,100.87 in favor of the
department.

This letter was addressed to the
postmaster at Lowell, Mass. whose

accounts seem to have been even
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Cover showing overcharge marked on it, as discussed in the accompanying story.

worse in the wrong direction. His
overcharges totaled $84.78 and his
undercharges only $15.19 thus giv-
ing him a credit against the depart-
ment of $69.59.

If this practice was as prevalent
as this, and the postage was actual-
ly refunded on the letters, why are
the letters so scarce? Letters on
which the postage was undercharged
and corrected are not at all uncom-
mon, and if overpayments actually
did nearly equal, or in some instan-
ces exceeded the underpayments, we
should be able to find more of these
covers.

Of course it has long been charged
that one reason so many post-
masters were so slow to turn to the
use of stamps after they were issued,
until it became compulsory, was that
there was a little “gravy” in hand-
ling letters without the stamps
which could not be enjoyed with the
stamps. Was there also some
“gravy”’ in refunding overpayments?

This letter to the postmasters
then instructed:

In view of this result, I am directed by
the Postmaster General to require you
to report—

1. What precautions are taken in your
office to ascertain and correct under-
charges of postage on letters received
therein.

2. In what cases overcharges are ad-
mitted and entered in your office: wheth-
er it be done in any case except where
letters appear to be palpably overcharged
on inspection, or where letters alleged

A

to be overcharged are opened in your

presence or that of a clerk: and if in any

other cases, state such cases specifically.
An immediate answer is requested.

Signed: Ros. JoHNSTON
Second Assistant Postmaster General.

I believe that I am correct in
stating that the first time that the
weight of a letter was mentioned as
basis for payment of postage was in
the Act of March 3, 1851, which
specified that “single letter rate
14 o0z.” Previous to this a single
sheet required a single rate of post-
age, with added double or treble for
added sheets, yet we find many let-
ters marked “Single’”’ when they ac-
tually were not, which possibly ac-
counts for the department’s concern
over the letters that were underpaid,
that were handled, and that would
help balance the amount paid out on
refunds on overpaid letters. Of
course, the compulsory use of stamps
in later years eliminated any pos-
sibility of refunds, and stopped this
practice if (??) it may mnot have
been regular.

Suburban Collectors Club
of Chicago

The annual exhibition and bourse of
the Suburban Collector Club of Chicago
will be held in the Hinsdale Community
House in Hinsdale, Ill,, on November 22
and 23. Further information can be had
from William D. Johnson, 111 Prospect
Street, Elmmhurst, Illinots.

Aungust 30, 1952 Y STAMPS




Then he returned to Ohio for a
time, from where he went to Wash-
ingten to continue his practice of
law.

One day late in August 1865 he
paid President Johnson a call in
regards the confinement in prison of
Reagan at Fort Warren. The fol-
lowing remarkable letter, the com-
plete extract of which follows, was
the business Mr. Denver called on
the President to see about.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Washington, August 28, 1865
Sir:

Admit the bearer, Gen. J. W. Denver
to Fort Warren, and permit him to have
a private interview with John H. Reagan,
late Postmaster General of the so-called
Confederate government, now confined
in that Fort.

Very Respectfully,
Andrew Johnson
Pres.
To the Comdg. Officer
Fort Warren

The reverse side of the letter
directs Captain McKim to furnish
transportation to Gen. Denver, to
and from Fort Warren.

Reagan was finally released and
served his country to the fullest,
being the father of the present
Interstate Commerce Commission,
which bill he introduced while serv-
ing in Congress from Texas. He
died at Palestine, Texas on March 6,
1905.

This very remarkable letter adds
a bit more of the history which Con-
federate collectors are always
'searching for, and it dealt with
three very important people of the
time.

Fourth A.S.D.A. National
Postage Stamp Show

N NOV. 21, 22, and 23 the attention

of the nation’s stamp collectors will
be focused on Park Avenue and 34th
Street in New York City. On these
three days—Friday, Saturday, Sunday—
the fourth annual National Postage
Stamp Show sponsored by the American
Stamp Dealers’ Association, Inc., will
be staged in the spacious 71st Infantry
Regiment Armonry.

In making this announcement Peter
G. Keller, the organization’s Executive
Officer, states that the coming exhibition
and bourse, with outstanding entertain-
ment, will surpass in interest the shews
held at the same location in 1949, 1950,
and 1951.

If one plan matures that is now in
preparation—it cannot this early, even
be hinted at—that one attaction alone will
be important enough to lure an unprec-
edented number of visitors to the Show.

STAMPS Y% August 30, 1952

This would indeed be an accomplishment,
as the three previous attendances have
totalled 35,000, 45,000 and 53,000 respec-
tively. :

Once more National Stamp Collecting
Week will coincide. This period of dedi-
cation to philately will begin on Monday,
Nov. 17th, and continue through Sunday
the 23rd, the concluding date of the affair
at the Armory. The A.S.D.A. has placed
itself behind this movement in a big way.
Plans for promoting successfully both
the designated “Week” and the Show
itself will be announced from time to
time as they are developed by Mr. Keller.
The November show will be the climax
event of a year which has witnessed, in
his opinion, a progressive increase in
the number of collectors.

Second Annual Bay Area
Philatelic Week End

The second annual philatelic week end
of the Bay Area Philatehic Society was
held from August 15 to 18, 1952. The
following clubs participated in the week
end by having dinners, meetings, auction,
etc.: California Collectors Club, Western
Cover Society, Council of North Cali-
fornia  Philatelic Societies, Northern
California Branch of the A.S.D.A., Oak-
land Philatelic Society, and the Pacific
Philatelic Soctety. Full information ean
be had from Rov Taylor, 1207 De Young
Building, 690 Market Street, San Fran-
cisco, Calif.

2 September Sales
worth watching!

Sept. 9, 10, 11
United States, Airmails
British, General Foreign

Collection of the late John F. Wagner of Cecil, Pa.
(Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., Assignee.) U. S. of
both centuries includes Covers, Cancellations, Sheets,
Envelopes, Revenues and large lots.
1 strong is Germany and Russia, with collections by
| country and large colfections.

Sept. 23, 24, 25
U. S. British Empire
and General Foreign

The foreign is

—— e - - —— = ==

The stong U. S. section of this sale incl'qdes the
fabulous cover with its unique block of nine an,d
a strip of three of the 5c New York Postmaster’s
Provisional. There is also a desirable copy of the
24c airmail inverted center. The choice British
and Foreign section includes:

reat Britain, Offices in Morocco, 1948, 1.20pi on lsh,
goﬁ%le surcharge (S. G. £85). Silver Jubilee and Sl}l\ier
Wedding sets complete, Aden, Kathiri 1946 2%a ‘‘Vic-
tory” inverted overprint (cat. $200). Canada, 1906
Quebec Mercentenary set in imperf. eorner blocks of 4
(S. G. £240). Mauritius, 1p red orange, £ba, cat. $R00.
Newfoundland cover of 1857 with half of 8p used as 4p
(cat. $350). Argentine, 10c green #9, imperf., unused
(cat. $500). Mexico 1861, #10c printed en both sides,
ex-Crocker (est. $100). Airmail 25c¢ of 1929, Sanabria
#7, $3.500. Russia, 1883 14k blue and rose diagonally
bisected, surcharged ‘7" in red, tied to piece by “Kutais
postmark (cat. $400).

e e e - -y

Ask for Catalogs today

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Ine.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps
560 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y.

@ @
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A permit granted Gen. J. W. Denver to see Postmaster General Reagan of the Confederate
Government when the latter was confined at Fort Warren.

with documents from the Depart-
ments. The private baggage of
Jefferson Davis, Breckenridge, Post
Master General Reagan, and other
cabinet members and their secretar-
ies was also piled high.

Despairing women and crying
children, sentinels with fixed bayon-
ets, guarding the entrances to the
train, pushing back all but the privi-
leged few, marked this scene of con-
fusion that Sunday afternoon. The
special train that carried President
Davis and his Department heads,
from Riehmond that Sunday night
at ten o’clock left behind indescrib-
able tumult, and far behind in the
city uncontrollable mobs, who al-
ready had begun to sack Richmond.

Within pistol-shot of the execu-
tive mansion stood a dark and
gloomy buildinrg, with iron riveted
doors and grated windows, the
prison home of the slave trader
Lumpkin. Out from its cells came
a string of slaves, fifty or more in
number. Men, women and children
filed their dismal way. This, the
last noted slave movement of the
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Confederacy, the last vestige of the
cornerstone of the institution for the

- preservation of which the war had

commenced. Those slaves owned by
Lumpkin would have brought more
than fifty thousand dollars a short
time before, but, the rising of to-
morrow’s sun would see their worth
as nothing, for in the turmoil of
that Sunday night the Confederacy
crumbled to dust.

Moving to Danville, thence to
Greensborough and finally to Char-
lotte, nearly to the South Carolina
line, Davis came to the realization
that the Confederacy- had gone
down. Johnston had surrendered.
Secretary Breckenridge had arrived
with the depressing news. Mr. Tren-
holm, the Secretary of the Treasury
had resigned. Breckenridge and
Mallory stole away to seek their
own safety, while Reagan, the post-
master general had remained behind
with Davis and his party.

John Henninger Reagan was born
in Tennessee in 1818, and went to
Texas to make his fortune in 1839.
He was appointed the Post Master

General of the Confederate States
of America in 1861. With a terri-
tory comprising over seven hundred
thousand square miles, beset with
enemies, cut off from the rest of the
world, with a slight means of the
carriage of the mails, and a con-
stantly falling revenue, these pre-
sented problems to Reagan and his
assistants which they were never
able to completely solve during the
war of the sixties,

Davis, with an escort of cavalry,
had conceived the idea of somehow
reaching the state of Texas in his
flight. A reward of $100,000 had
been offered by President “Andy”
Johnson, the vice president who took
Lincoln’s plade after that Black
Friday in April. It was this same
person who had .told a Washington
street crowd that he would “hang
Jeff Davis and all of his diabolical
crew at Richmond if ever given the
chance.”

But, once in the White House he
softened his tune, for he hanged al-
most nobody, and proclaimed a gen-
eral pardon for the Confederate
rank and file—following to the last
degree Lincoln’s “ten per cent plan”
—for restoring Southern states.

But Davis did not escape. He was
captured along with all members of
his party at Irwinsville, Georgia, on
May 10. Reagan, the Post Master
General, was among this party of
captives. Davis and Reagan were
sent North via Atlanta, Augusta and
Savannah to Fortress Monroe on the
22nd of May, where Davis was
imprisoned, and Reagan was sent
still farther north, to be imprisoned
at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor.

A Northerner, one who must be
credited with aiding in the release
of Reagan, the former Post Master
General of the Confederate States
of America, was General John Wil-
liams Denver, a great American.
(See STAMPS, May 5, 1951, for
a story on Denver by Stanley B.
Ashbrook).

Denver was a Virginian by birth,
whose folks had moved to Obhio
when he was a lad of thirteen.
Settling in Clinton County they fur-
nished young Denver with a geod
education in law and engineering.
He was admitted to the Bar in 1844.

In August 1861 Lincoln cemmis-
sioned him a Brigadier General and
he served his country well until
March 1863, when he resigned his
commission. It is believed his army
career suffered owing to jealousy on
the part of his fellow-officers, and
politicians, who were of the Repub-
lican party, then in power.

Aungust 30, 1952 % STAMPS
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| A Permit to See
Postmaster General Reagan

By RAYMOND MOORE WILKINSON

near, saw the end of the Con-

federacy in sight. Late in the
autumn of 1864 its fortunes seemed
far from desperate. Never had it
borne itself to the world so well, or
more defiantly, than in October.

A vigorous government may for
a long time keep its armies in the
field without pay—but not without
food. The Confederate commissar-
iat was in much worse plight than
the treasury. The South, though es-
sentially agricultural, and abundan-
ly supplied with food, had yet no
large accumulations. It had no
great depots where supplies were
collected in advance. The crops
were generally consumed in the year
of their harvesting, and mainly al-
ways in the regions where grown.
The means of transportation were
scanty. Hence, the urgent necessity
arose for accumulating large
amounts of provisions in Richmond.
It was with the utmost difficulty
that this want was met. We al-
ready know how sorely pressed Lee
was in the autumn of 1864. As the
weeks passed, the difficulty became
greater. The immediate region was
exhausted.

Early in the winter the Confed-
erate Congress found the state of
things to be; not enough meat in
the Confederacy for her armies in
the field, and in Virginia there was
not nearly enough meat for her
armies within her limits.

Grave as these difficulties were
they were destined to become much
greater,

Thus, General Lee, holding the
siege of Richmond to a standstill,
faced with starvation, imminent at
the best, determined his position un-
tenable, and was forced to abandon
Richmond.

Let us go back into Richmond
that Sunday morning April 2, 1865.
The church bells in the early hours
of the morning have called the eciti-
zen soldiers to the breastworks, and
at ten o’clock they swing. again in

STAMPS 5S¢ August 30, 1952

THE spring of 1865, drawing

their belfries inviting people to wor-
ship. Old men, bowed beneath the
weight of their years, and women
in mourning for husbands and sons
laid to rest on the battlefields, obey
the summons, having no knowl-
edge of what had happened at Five
Forks, or what was going on around
Petersburg. The latest information
was the assault of Gordon upon
Fort Steadman. The morning train,
the day before, had brought the
news of the wonderful rumor of
Lee’s night attack, in which he had
crushed the enemy along his whole
line.

The newspapers published the
story, and nothing was said of the
re-taking of the Fort and the disas-
trous result to Lee—the loss of four
thousand men. No dispatch had
been received in regard to the loss
of Five Forks. It was known that
General Longstreet with Field’s Di-
vision had gone to Petersburg dur-
ing the night, but many times dur-
ing the siege of Richmond, troops
moved from one point to another, so
no concern was shown by the peo-

le.

P General Breckinridge was in his
office in the War Department. The
bells ceased their ringing, the choirs
were singing their hymns, the mel-
ody and harmony were floating out
upon the early spring air. Those
who listened could hear far away
beyond the James the thunder of
the cannonade. They had heard it
many times, and it was an old fa-
miliar sound. The telegraph was
clicking in the War Department,
and this was the message that came
from General Lee.

“It is absolutely necessary that
we should abandon our position to-
night, or run the risk of being cut
off in the morning.”

Jefferson Davis was attending
church services at St. Paul’s when a
messenger tiptoed down the aisle to
his pew, and handed him a folded
paper or envelope.

The congregation saw him read it,

and noted his face drain of color,
and then, with a quick movement,
leave the church. It seemed the
weight of the world was on his
shoulders as he left.

At once, others, here and there
about the church, moved to follow
him. There were men rising all
around, quietly departing. Doctor
Minnegerode came to the altar rail,
and bid those whose duties did not
call them, to stay and finish the ser-
vice. When the service ended Dr.
Minnegerode made an announce-
ment., The local militia was called
that afternoon for three o’clock. All
knew the meaning of that. Long-
street’s men must be withdrawn to
the east of the city. Richmond was
to be evacuated! The army was in
flight! Lee’s thin lines at last had
given way. People were astonished.
There was an immediate hurrying
everywhere.

As the day wore on, clatter and
bustle in the streets denoted the
progress of the evacuation, and con-
vinced all who had been doubtful
of its reality. The streets were
thronged with fugitives trying to
make their way to the railway sta-
tions, Pale women and shoeless
little children struggled in the
crowds. Oaths and blasphemous
shouts smote the ear. Wagons were
hastily loaded at the Department
with boxes and trunks of records,
and driven to the Danville Depot.
At the Department all was confu-
sion and disorder of the worst kind;
there was no system, no answer to
inquiries; important officers were
not to be found, and everyone
seemed aware that each must care
for his own.

The railroad leading to Danville
and the James River Canal were
the only avenues of escape for the
Confederate government. Wagons,
carts, coaches, in fact, vehicles of
every description were brought into
use. At the railroad station there
was a pile of boxes, chests, trunks,
valises, and carpet bags, all filled
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

December 3, 1952

D ot Uaaer:— |

In the period of your Patterson, N. J. WAY letter the
instructions to postmasters was very explicit, "-—-the post-
riders and other carriers of the mail, receiving any way
letter or letters---shall deliver the szme together with
the postage, 1f pald, at the first office to which they shall
af terwards arrive, when the postmaster shall duly enter the
same, and specify the number and rate or rates in the post-
bill, =dding to the rate of each way letter, one cent, which
shall be paid by the postmaster, to the mall carrier from
whom such way letters shall be received."

In spite of these specific instructions, we find that
some postmasters did not add one cent to the postage paid
or to the postage to be collected. Providence, R. I. is a
good exemples, I have five way letters carried into Providence
which show no way fee charged to the addressee. Two of these
letters are enclosed. Just what the arrangement was between
the postmaster and the carriers can only be imsgined. It is
my guess that the carrier did not receive the way fee of one
cent, but this is only a guess. If correct, "WAY" designated
origin and not a fee collect., In fact, I do not think that
the word "WAY" meant anything but origin--a letter carried
outside the locked pouch,

All flve of the Providence letters are from business
correspondence. Evidently the P.M. favored these concerns
by not adding the way fee to the regular postage. The letters
are dated between 1819 and 1850 and originated at such divergent
points as Boston, Mess. and Portsmouth, R. I,

Recalling the private arrangement between the postmaster
at New Orleans and the P,M.G. in 18563, which did away with the
way fee 1in New Orleans, one cannot help but speculate that




MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

postmasters in other towns took matters into their own hands

at an earlier date and ignored wey fees, There were offices

in Maine where no way fee was added to the postage over a
period of yeers. Knowing the native as I do (I am a native
son), I can well imagine that they ignored the one cent fee

but marked the letter "WAY" to show thet 1t arrived at their
office outside a locked pouch and thet they would not guarantee
it had not been tampered with., Yankees are like that.

Montgomery, Alabama did not always =2dd one cent and
neither did Petersburg, Virginia or San Francisco.

Letters showing prepaid postage and way fee are not
common, The only examples I have seen show the fee added
to the postage as directed. Enclosed are two examples,

(a) Epping, N. H. to Concord, N. H., "Way Paid 9"
) 2
(rate of 1799, & + 1).

(b) Dalton, N. H. to Hanover, N. H., "Way 11 Paid",
(rates of 1816, 10 + 1).

The Patterson, New Jersey to Trenton is interesting.
The WAY in scroll is new to me. I doubt whether any way fee
was pald. The writer may have given the carrier 1l cents--ten
cents postage and one cent "to his own use", as the regulations
phrased it, but more likely the carrier got a chew of tobacco
or a swig of hard cider., It ie not possible to tell what the
carrier received, but it is quite certain that no way fee wase
due from Peter ¥Yroom. "WAY" did not mean a fee due and the
fee was not always added to the postage.

The blue WAY in circle has not been positively identified
as far as I know. Sometime ago you sent me a tracing of the
same or similar marking and suggested Wilmington, Del. Since
the letter, of which you sent the photo, i1s addressed to Baltimore,
it could be that the WAY was spplied there. The usual marking
from that town, however, is a straight line,

At your suggestion Neal Grebert sent me & list of some 34
way markings in his collection. I have not taken time to check
the 1list completely, but some ltems are new to me,

Siecanely,

Lo s
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Post Office Bepartmg

* Received fromsS/ANLEY B. ASHBF
P.. 0. | Box »31

FORT THOMAS, KY
One piece of ordinary mail addressed SIS CEERIA
to D}' AV'H'N.(V‘ K Da‘»/uS
76 Broole s ok
West Med rord Mass

THIS RECEIPT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR INDEMNIFICATION
U. 8. GOYERNMENT PRINTRNG oFFICE  5—10325 POSTMASTER.




Decs 1, 1952,

Dr, Arthur R. Davis,
76 Brooks St.,
VWest Medford, Mass.
Dear Arthur:
That darn cold -~ all in my head - came home with me and I

miserable to remain upe. R

Here is the Key West cover. I had two of these but the
other had two 10¢ 1847 pen canceled. I sold the latter and gave this
one with it to prove the 10¢ grew on the cover. It has been some time
ago and I forget to whom I sold the pair. Yes, this was April 1851 and
of course a 4 x 10¢ rate that was paid. Most unusual and too bad the
postmark has faded.

Too bad I had to cancel my trip to Boston and Milford, but I
promised Doe I would drive up next spring or summer, Will see you then
and we will have a few shots of old grand pap together.

My best regards.

Cordially yours,




Nov. 24, 1952.

Dr. Ay R. Davis,
o aﬁ'Brooks 8%y
West Me@ford. Mass.
Dear Arthur: :
Here are two photo prints -'-<of two covers in the He R, Harmer
sale of Nov, iéth last. Note the one of 1829,,ﬁhich 1ndicatés(?)

that the postage énd Way Fee were prepaid. What do you think? fhe

V.'sender would hsrdly have paid the postage and left the VWay Yee unpaid?
Do }pu agree? - |

On the 3¢ stamp - Where do you think the blue "Way" encircled
ﬁas applied? All the evidence I have is Wilmington.
V Haven't heard from you i‘oxf a__-long time., 4re you well? Any
new Way covers? 7 ‘ '

With regords -

Cordially yburs,A
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Dec. 11, 1952.

Dr, Arthur R. Davis,
76 Brooks St.,
West Medford, Mass.

Dear Arthur:

I am in receipt of yours of the 3rd and 6th and I will probably
reply in sections as 1 find the time.

Re - the Burr article in STAMPS. % don't know Burr and as far
as I can recall, L never had any correspondence with him. I note he is an
0ld member of the A.P.S. - #5615. When his article appeared I only glanced
at it, as I didn't find the subject very interesting. I have just re-read
it and note several errors - one in particular - the rating of mail. He
stated that the Act of March 3, 1851, rated by weight - 1/2 oz. - single, etc,
And that previous to that Act the rating was by a sheet of paper.

Re - the cover that he illustrated., About all that I noted that
was of eny interest was the fact that the postme ster at Warsaw, Ill. rated the
letter as 400 miles or more - lB%d, whereas the rate should have been 12"5;1 -
(over 150 miles". I judge it was a single as 182 was not a multiple of the
lower rates of 124 - 10 and 6., The Stephenson Post Office caught the error
and only ccllected 12%39.' instead of l&%d. I fail to see anything unusual about
this. Or how it affected the receipts of the Stephenson Office. I don't
know much about the P.0.D, accounting systems that were in use when mail could
be sent unpaid. Did a postmaster have the right to credit himself with a
commission on unpaid letters meiled from his office? If so, then every F.M.
could have made money by over-rating every letter.

I suppoce I am a bit dumb but to be quite frank I cannot see much
excuse for publishing the Burr article. I will appreciate your further
appraisal and criticism of it. I wonder how many collectors are sufficiently
interested in U. S. postal history to have any appreciation of an article such
as this? My guess is that the number would be very, very small, not enough
to justify the space given the article., Give me your criticism of the article
and I will write Lindquist and inquire why such stuff is given space. I know,
but I would like for Harry to tell me. The answer is that his assistant,
Mrs. Downs practically runs the paper and publishes the articles that she
selects and inesmuch as her knowledge of stamps is zero i suppose ane article
looks as good to her as another.

Again re - the Key West stampless rated @ 40. I admit the "40"
and April 1851 suggests California but mailed at Key West could only mean 4 x 10.
If brought from California all the way round the Horn and mailed at Key West,
the single rate would still have been 10¢. So there is no other way to figure
except 4 x 10 that I know of.

Again re - the Burr article. I agree that articles that give out
misstatements of facts are bad and while it is a great temptation to write such
people and set them right, it is a waste of time, because in 99 out of 100 cases,
one don't get anytthanks but on the contrary an insulting reply. I suggest you



#2. Dr. Arthur R, Davis - Dec. 11, 1952.

read page 137 of the November A.P., the remarks by E.Perry Bsq. They refer
to an article published in Mekeel's by Phil Werd, said article giving the
facts about an article that was published in the handbook issued by the 3¢ '51
Unit celebrating the centenary of the 1851 Issue (Philadelphia Museum July
1951). The article was about the 5¢ 1856 and was by some young fellow by the
name of Baker. It was chuck full of errors. I wrote him a nice letter and
pointed out the errors and that in my opinion, it was very harmful to repeat
all the errors about a stamp that had been made in the past 50 years. I sent
Ward a copy of the letter and he pointed out the errors. It seems that Perry
gave the data to Baker. I think Perry's remarks as quoted in the A,P, proves
econclusively that the fellow is either a perfect damn fool (like Harry Truman)
or else he is mentally ill.

I note your request for infommation on the New York round grid. I re=-
gret that I have no examples of use in 1851 on domestic meil and I don't recall
that I have developed anything new since my book was published in 1938. Chase
stated in his 1916 erticle on the 1847 lIssue that New York used on the 1847
stamps the ordinary type of round grid though very marely. Give me more informa=-
tion on what you want and I will see if I have any data.

I have seen some 1847 covers used to France with the 5¢ and 10¢ tied
by red grids but I had serious doubts that such covers were genuine. I recall
one cover that I figured had a 5¢ originally and some crook vemoved the stamp and
replaced it with a 10¢ canceled with a red grid, and psinted a "tie" to cover.

I will write you later re - the WAY covers returning those that you
sent me, but in the meantime I might mention that I have just acauired a 3¢ plus
l¢ 1861 - a use in February 1862 - postmarked, Dubugue, Iowa and addressed to
Des Moines, Iovia, A prepaid WAY - Yes?

With regards -

Cordially yours,



May 2, 1951,

Dr. A+ Rs Davis
76 Brooks 8t.,
vest Medford, Mass,

Dear Arth:gm

It was nice to hear from you after such a long silence,

) Re = Yar Rate =« plus Way. My cover came from M. Cs
Blake « peThaps you Baw LL AL One :time. No handstamped postmarks
on 1t - memo of 1t is enclosed, _

Re = your mention of a War Rate cover "SHIP 53" - You
explained 2 x 254 plus 24, The War Rate was regular rate plus
-« I can't figure how a regular rate plus 507 would equdl 51¢

1th 2¢ added for ship., Perhaps the cover was the "Restoreéd Rate" =

April 1816 « of 3 x 17¢ plus 2¢,

Re « the April rate of 1l81l6s The VWar Rate expired as of
March 31, 1816 = This meant a restoration of the oLld rate - (in
effect £g Febs 1, 1816, New rates went into effect on May 1, 1816 -
all very Mtereséing.

For your Centennial Jixhibit did you mean you need the
following stampless:

(l; 67 rate over 3000 miles (to California)
2) "Ship 7" (what period?)

5) U.Seixpress Mall (1858“1859 ?)

4) a Rallroad (will any do ?)

Regariing the covers which you submitted and which I re=
turn herewith:

(A) Savannah - Mall Route - Yes, a Prepaid "Way" cover =
a nice item.

(B) Watertown, Mass. - Yes - classifies as "0ld Stamps
llot Recognized," ' ~

C) Same as " " « "Steam 2" and "Steamboat 2" - Maill
carried Into port by & non-contract steam vessel.

(D) These San Francisco "Due 7" are quite well known - This
originated from a point where the rate was 107 to S.F. The most
common was from Agapuleo - For exanmple, & zwaon traveling Fast -
from California < Lotter was dropped off a Acagulno and carried back
by the next steamer - It reached khm S,F. as a "Way Letter" but of




#20 Dr, A, Re Dav15’ May 2’ 1951,

course was not subject to 4 Way Fee - Hence was rated with the
balance of the postage dues I suppose that travelers did not
suppose their letters required more than 3@, hence we see quite a few.

I am enclosing two photo-prints for your files:

’ (1) Prepaid Way into Montgomery on the route of the Great
Mail, Letter from New Orleans,

(2) "way" letter into Miobile (from New Orleans) - no way to
collect this way - I think a "Way Letter" teo a foreign address 1is an
extremely scarce cover, Did you ever see another?

With every good wish =

Cordially yours,
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Dee. 9, 1952,

¥Mr. Gordon Harmer,
7 Harmer, Rooke & Co.,
560 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36, N.Ye

Dear Gordon:

I am enclosing herewith & sample copy of my Dec. lst issue of
my “Special Service." Please note the photograph of the Hollowbush fake
cover, photograph No. 64, and my remarks concerning it. Attached to this
letter is @ photograph of an item that appeared in Mekeel's last Auguss
by Phil Ward, I trust that the date of this fake will not be inserted in
the S.U.S, :

Will you also please note photograph No. 67 and my remarks con-
cerning it. This fake was in your sale of Oect, 25, 1949 and was Lot j/53.
Inasmuch as there were some other covers in this sale that came from the
Needham collection, I am wondering if this Lot 53 was a Needham cover.
Will you please inform me of its source, I will greatly appreciste the
favor. You will note that this also has a much sarlier date of use than
any thet are listed in my record of earliest known uses. Incidentally, the
SJU.S, gives, "Issued January 1, 1856," but although I have mede a very
thorough investigation, I have never been asble to locate any confirmation
of the above, and I attribute it to someone's imasgination years ago.
My earliest record of a use of the 5¢ 1856 is March 15, 1856 and I feel
reasonably sure the stamp was not issued earlier than March 1856 and I con=
sider the Jamuery 1, 1856 date in the S.U.S. as absolutely misleading.

Will you be so kind as to retum all of the anclosed to me.
With regards =

Sincerely yours,



STANLEY B. ASHBROOK
P. 0. Box 31
33 N. Ft. Thomas Ave.,
FORT THOMAS, KY.

DOG. 9. 1952.

Mr, Gordon Harmer,
% Harmer, Rooke & Co.,
560 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36, N.Y,

Dear Gordon:

I am enclosing herewith a sample copy of my Dec. lst issue of
my “"Special Service." FPlease note the photograph of the Hollowbush fake
ecover, photograph No. 64, and my remarks concerning it. Attached to this
letter is a photograph of an item that appeared in Mekeel's last August
by Phil Warde I trust that the date of this fake will not be inserted in
the SQU.S.

Will you also plesse note photograph No. 67 and my remarks con-
cerning it. This fake was in your sale of Oct, 25, 1949 and was Lot 753.
Inasmuch as there were some other covers in this sale thst came from the
Needham collection, I am wondering if this lot ;*53 was a Needham cover.
Will you please inform me of its source. 1 will greatly appreciaste the
favor. You will note that this also has a much earlier date of use than
any that are listed in my record of earliest known uses. Incidentally, the
S.U.S. gives, "Issued Jamuary 1, 1856," but although I have made a very
thorough investigation, I have never been able to locate any confirmation
of the above, and I attribute it to someone's imagination years ago.
My earliest record of a use of the 5¢ 1856 is March 15, 1856 and I feel
reasonably sure the stamp was not issued earlier than March 1856 and 1 con-
gider the January 1, 1856 date in the S5.U.S. as absolutely misleading.

Will you be so kind as to retum all of the enclosed to me.
With regards =

Sincerely yours,
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK




S COTT RUBBICATIONS e

PostaGge Stamp CATALOGUES 580 Fifth Avenue
ALBUMS AND Books New York 36, N. Y.
PLAZA 7-4883-4-5 GORDON R. HARMER, President & Treasurer
December 17, 1952 "

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 N, Ft, Thomas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of December 9 and I return your enclosures herewith,
I have passed on your remarks affecting the U,S, Specialized to the proper quarter,

In regard to Lot #53 in our sale of October 25, 1949, we have not the permissicn «
to disclose the ownership of this cover,

This brings me to a point which has been on my mind for sometime and I would like
to preface my remarks or my queries by saying that there is nothing unfriendly in
my attitude but, of course, I am concerned when our name is mentioned in connection
with fakes,

In your Special Service Letter #21, you state as follows: "The Meroni cover was sold
in a sale by Harmer, Rooke & Co,, New York City, on Oct, 25, 1949,.."

Now, for the life of me, I don't see what goed is accomplished by connecting us with

a fake cover, It is true we sold it unintentionally, Our policy is always to withdraw
a lot from sale if we know it to be a counterfeit or fake, providing we are satisfied
the information given us is correct, I don't think this is the first time you have
mentioned our name in such an instance,

Allan Thatcher who describes all our U,S, stamps is probably as conscientious and as
knowledgeable as anyone doing similar work and his integrity is beyond question,

If you were to point out parenthetically that this cover was sold in a Harmer, Rooke
auction, and it was a fake, but that during that year they sold over $500,000 worth
of stamps, the fact that of the $500,000 sold, only a few hundred dollars worth of
stamps were questionable, that is one thing; but when you come out baldly with the
statement that this fake cover was sold in a Harmer, Rooke auction, it gives a false
impression, But the whole thing that escapes me is what good does it do to state we
sold a fake unless the motive that would be attributed to such a statement was that
you were unfriendly towards us, which I do not believe,

I do not consider that there is any firm who conducts a more ethical business than
ours but we are a commercial firm and our annual sales run from $500,000 to $700,000
per year, It is obvious that we cannot examine every stamp with the same care that
you might examine one single item, Were we to take this time, we would be unable to
continue our business,

PUBLISHERS OF SCOTT'S MONTHLY JOURNAL



Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook Page Two December 17, 1952

In the same Service Letter, you are distinctly unflattering to George Sloane,
It day be quite impertinent of me to fight his battles but I consider George
Sloane to be not only one of the most knowledgeable of professionals, a man who
never makes a statement unless he believes it to be true, and who seldom makes
a statement that is proved wrong, I could only wish there were more dealers of
the caliber of CGeorge Sloane, I feel sure if you will reread the letter, you
will agree that the remarks made about him are slighting.

What I am trying to learn is what does this all achieve? If I were a collector
and read your letter, I would be quite inclined to give up stamp collecting,

I sincerely trust you will take this letter in the spirit in which it is written
especially realizing as I do that you have a vast knowledge in your field; but to
mention names and write about people because they make a mistake here and there,
and who make the mistake sincerely, is a little difficult for me to understand,
The e xpesure of crooks and fakers is a different matter and, naturally, every
right-thinking person who is aware of such conditions, wishes to put those people
out of business,

Perhaps I haven't expressed myself too well in this letter but I did think I would
take this opportunity of letting you know my feelings, As I have said before, I
have only the friendliest regard for you and the highest appreciation of your
knowledge.

With kindest regards, I remain
Yzﬁrs sincerely,
GORDON Ri HARMER
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“Dee, 23, 1952,

Mr. Cordon Harmer,
% Seott Publications, Inc.,
580 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36’ W7,

Dear cordon:

I have your letter of the 17th. Inamasmuch as you were vary frank
in your eritieism, L will be very frank in return. I do not think it is any
reflection on the invegrity of your firm if by ¢hance you bappen %o offer in
your seles, iraudulent items. I am sure no sensible person would entertain
the thought for & moment that you did so knowingly. Therefore, I disagree
with you that wmy mention that the feke cover, which I designate as the Heroni
cover, came from your sile of Get. 25, 19494 Wa s Han}-H] v ladvised .

I am compiling records of the good and the bad in philately and my
records will, efter my death, become the property of the rhilatelic Founda$ion,
It is my hepe that they will in some measure provide a protecticn againgt all
the fraudulen’y practices in philately. When I make a record of the source of
fraudulent items, I am merely adding helpful data %o these records. 1 will cer-
tainly continue this practice snd i do not thiank that you or any other auction
firmm or desler should desire it otherwise. In fset, I think I should have your
compleve and whole~hearted co-operation and that you should have been very frank
in informing me of ihe source of that Tfake <over., I cannot imsgine why you
should have reifused If you have a sincere desire vo help in every way that you
can to rid bhilately of all the creoked stuff,

Hiven if only one fuke cover was offered in your salss in a year's
time, that, in my opinion, is jusn one too Mmeny.

: Regarding George Sloane, If I was distinetly unflattering to that
person £ can assure you that that was my intention, Howaver, that is solely a
matter between Sloane and myself.

Regarding your Mr. Allen Thatcher. I azree with you 100% that he
is very competent and thst his integrity is beyond question and there isn't the
slightest doubt in my mind that he strives very hord in accuratély describing
items in your ssles, However, to be very frank, I do not think that & stamp or
& cover should be offered in an auction sele if there is the slightest doubd
about it. Vhen I informed John Fox that the Meroni cover was absclutely bad,
John promotly withdrew it without any gquestion or erguuent =nd he Las followed
this same rule in the past in every sueh instance.

in contrast, the firm of Hammer, Rooke & Co, went alead and offeréd
the fake 5¢-10¢ 1847 Knapp cover after \I had warned you thet ths 10y stamp wes
not used originally on tiis cover and it waa only by chance thet the buyer, &
friend of mine, wes saved from z loss of ‘several hundred dollsrs. It is true
that this cover had & +,F, eertificate hus you are fully esware that there is not
4
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#2+ lir, Gordon Harmer - Dec. 23, 1952,

a buyer in the country who would have'puro‘haaod that cover in your sale had he
known in advence that Stanley Asghbrook had condemned it.

- Gowdon, in the most friendly of spirit may I remind you of an old
saying, ¥tz - "People who live in gless houses should mot throw stones."

Yerhaps 1 over-estimate my standing in American Philately but I am
honest in my conviction that I have the good will snd the utmost confidence of
the great mass of fmerican collectors. I have no axe to grind and God only knows
thaet Iwould not condemn an item if there was the clishtest doubt in my mind, nor
would I okay any doubtful item if I noted eny suspicious evidence. Of course,

I have made mistakes, nn doubt both ways, dbut there ie no one who could accuse me
of knowingly doing so, ;

#im in the above conviction, I feel that T should have the utmost
asslstlance and co=operation of every honest dealer and cellector in philately.
Why shouldn't I? Vhen I inquire of you the source of that fake ecover in your sale
of Uet. 75, 1945, why shouldn't you welcome the opportunity to give me the ine
formetion? Why should you feel one bit obligated to proteet the pearson from whom
you obtlained it7? '

I frequently had occasion to make similar inquiries of the lste Perecy
Dosne and believe me, I obtained the infomstion that I sought without any
question, Thers is no more worthy succeeascr to Percy than honest Dan Kelleher
and when I request co-operation end data from Dan, I get it, regardless,
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January 7, 1953

Mr, Stanley B, Ashbrock
P.o. BOX 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of December 23, I don't want to prolong this correspondence
but I do think that I should answer one or two of your statements,

For the life of me, I cannot see that it is of any help to mention our name in cons
nection with a cover that turns out to be a fake, Certainly the fact it was included
in our auctions will not help research, Insofer as disclosing the names of owners of
items in our sales, under no circumstances will we do this unless we have the per-
mission of the owner, Unless a collector allows his name to be used in connection
with the sale of his stamps, we have no right to disclose it as, naturally, all
transactions are confidential, The owner of the New Orleans cover had no idea it
was a fake and so what good wonld it do to have his name connected with it,

I might peoint out that hindsight is always more accurate than foresight, This cover
was offered at auction by us, described and photographed in a sale catalogue that was
circulated to several thousand buyers, which was probably seen by at least 100 buyers
when it was on view, but neither you mor anyone else cast any doubt concerning it,

We do not offer items at auction if we have a doubt about them unless we obtain
another opinion, But if you say that one fake cover or one fake item included in a
sale over a period of one year is one too many, then I can only say that no auction
house could exist if that was the condition under which it had to operate,

In the case of the New Crleans cover, your opinion was supported by the Philatelic
Foundation, In the case of the so-called Knapp Cover, your opinion was not supported
by the Foundation and we had no option but to offer it at auction, The Philatelic
Foundation is recognized as an authority in this country and there is no greater
precaution that we can take to protect a buyer than to subwit an item to their
Expert Comnittee, Whether you agree with their findings or not is irrelevant,

You cannot accuse us of uncooperatior in respect to that cover, Were a similar
situation to arise again, I would have no option but to adopt the same policy and
were you in the auction business, I am quite sure you would take our attitude,

As a firm, we make exactly the same claim that you do: that we do not meke a mistake
knowingly.

I certainly agree with you that you should have the cooperation in your work and I
maintain that we have given it to you and we will continue to give it to you, but
under no circumstances will we divulge confidential information which, actually,
has no bearing on the matter, In the first place, we would not accept material
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from a person we believed to be dishonest, If it did transpire that an individual
was disseminating fake covers through auction sales, we would, of course, be the
first to endeavor to stop such an individual, We have frequently sent you lots
for inspection in preference to other requests, solely from the desire to co-
operate as much as possible,

As I have said before, I have the utmost regard for your knowledge but there may
well be times when, advised by others, I might have a different opinion to you,

butthat,I think, is my privi{Zi:;4/
bma/zfa<; / 9 j‘;ig

Yours sincerely,

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC,

GRH: JK
Ret,photos,ord.




Jan. 12, 1953.

Mr. Gordon Harmer,
% Scott Publications, Inc.,
580 Fifth Ave.,
New York 36, N.Y.

Dear Gordon:

I have yours of the 7th and I agree that little can be gained in
prolonging a discussion of the subjects of our recent exchange of letters.
However, I would like to remind you of several important facts.

When it comes to the validity of U. S, 19th Century covers, I am
sure that every serious collector in the country would far prefer an opinion
by me than by the Expert Committee of the P.F., or, for thet matter, by anyone
else in American philately. I make this statement because I believe that I
have made a more extended study of U, S, covers than any other philatelic
student, alive or dead. This has to do with the Hotorious Knapp 5¢-10¢ 1847
fake cover. I am aware that you offered this rank fake in one of your auction
sales because you had a certificate issued by the P.F., but in addition, I
had warned yow in advance that the cover was a fake., You have a clause in the
front of your catalogues stating that a refund will be made within 21 days or
something to that effect. I am sure that you sre aware that it is practically
impossible to get a stamp or cover passed upon by the Expert Committee of the
P,F. within 21 days. In fact, I think they had the Knapp cover under examina-
tion from January until May.

Suppose in your catalogue description of the Knapp fake cover you had
stated: "This cover has been condemned by Ashbrook" - Do you suppose anyone
but possibly some gyp-artist would have purchased it? This cover was offered
in one of your sales with the understanding thet your firm considered it genu-
ine because it had a Foundation certificate, yet you and your Mr, Thatcher
must have had some doubts regarding it if for no other reason than that I
assured you it was a fake.

Gordon, in all seriousness, I don't think the® I could possibly damage
the good name of Harmer, Rooke & Co. by merely mentioning #osma khakogpoup of
my friends thet such and such a cover was in one of your sales in 1949. I am
sure that such a mention is not near as damaging as the gossip which gets
sround that you offered the Knapp cover after Ashbrook had advised pou that it
was bad. At present, the reputation of P.F. certificates is very bad, need I
tell you that? In fact, if you offer a cover and mention thet it has a P.F,
certificate, that wouldn't mean a thing to well-informed buyers at your sales.
On the contrary, you mention that such and such an item is signed on the back
as genuine by Ashbrook and that guarantee is as good as any obtainable. I am
not kidding myself nor am I trying to kid you on that feature.

Suppose for example, the Knapp cover had been purchased in that sale
by someone who depénded on your assurance that it was genuine and failed to
return it within 21 days - he would have suffered a loss of over $200. Suppose
he told me about it and I informed him that I advised you long before the sale
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that it was a fake. Buyers like that have a way of getting sore and they make

it a point to gossip about it to everyone who wild listen to them. Your
commission on the sale of thet item would have been $40. It seems to me that
for a mere paltry forty dollars you took a chance of damaging the reputation of
your fimm far more than I could accomplish by the mere mention that such and

such a cover was innocently offered in one of your sales in 1949, Had I even
suspected that you would have objected to such a mention I would gladly have
explained that no one in your fim had any suspicion that anything was wrong with
the cover. I certainly will bear this in mind in the future, and I will bend
over backwards to avoid any inference whatsoever that your firm had the slightest
suspicion that an item was even suspicious.

1 appreciate your kindness in sending auction lots to me for inspection
but almost invariably when I send for lots I do so at the request of some of your
clients, and when I okay them, I really am doing you a favor because the bidder
increases his bid to the limit in order to obtain the lot. All this at no ex=-
pense to you. In other words, I charge your client a fee to examine a lot or lots
in your sale,

Maybe I can give you another thought on why I mention that a certain lot
was in this or thet sale in the past. I do it not only for my own records, but for
the benefit of students of future years. In the case of the New Orleans cover you
mentioned - the fake 5¢ 1856 = I could have gone further and stated that according
to certain evidence in my files, this cover from the Needham collection - was sold
by John Kleeman to Needham and was made by Zareski. Just because it was in the
Needham collection is no proof that Needham knew it was bad, nor any proof that
Kleeman was aware it was bad when he bought it from Zareski. I suppose it was a
well-known fact on Nassau St. a quarter of a century ago, that John Kleeman was
the New York outlet for a lot of Zareski material. I can't prove it, but neverthe-
less I think you got the cover from Costales but I am quite sure that Gene never
had any suspicion it was bad, yet Cene is rated as one of the top experts in
Nassau 8t. on 19th U.S,

1 appreciste the frankness of your letter and I can assure you that I would
not want anyone to get the idea that I think I am always correct in my opinions,
but I do know this - that when Zareski, Sperati and the rest of the €rooks put one
over on me it has to be darn gpod,

L don't cover the wo#ld from A to Z nor U.,S. from 1847 to 1953 - just
19th Century U.S. to 1890 and I have devoted my life to the study, hence I should
have a fairly good batting average.

This letter turned out to be longer than I intended but I trust that jtu
will give you a clearer view of the other side of the subjects we have recently
discussed.

With every good wish -

Sincerely yours,




Dec. 24, 1952,

Mr. John A, Fox,
116 Nassau St.,
New York 38, N.Y,.

Dear John:
Yours of the 18th received.

I sent Cordon Harmer a sample copy of my December "Special Service"
together with a set of photographs, having two things in mind, viz., (1) my
opposition to listing in the S.U.S. the date of the fake 5¢ 1857 Brick Red
cover and (2) to give him advance notice of my opinion of the Memoni cover. I
also redquested informetion of him relative to who put the cover in his sale.
Bangli! - That request probably upset his lordship, because today I recelved a
reply from him in which he proceeded to deliver to me guite a lecture. My God,
I wonder who he thinks he is? I enclose copy of his letter and also accompany
it with a copy of my reply.

I don't know whether my letter to him will help you when you get
around to making a demand for a refund but I had that in mind when I wrote it.
At eny rate, John, I want you to keep me informed and if he refuses, I will
publicize his action in my Special Service. I dislike very much to inject per-
sonalities into my "Service" but in this case I think it would be justified, I
would publicize two things, %¥z: (&) thet he refused to infom me as to the source
of the Meroni cover, and (2) that he fefused to refund the purchase price.

&
Please keep all of this confidential because it is a bad practice to
divulge the contents of a private correspondence,

I think his reference to George Sloane was uncalled for and cuite im-
pertinent. My opinion of Sloane (a damn little egotistical squirt) is none of his
Lordship's business.

Regarding the source of the Meroni cover. I may be wrong but I am
willing to bet that the cover came from the Needham collection via Gene Costales,
Thet Gordon bought a lot of Needham covers as is, from Uene and this was in the
lot, hence if Gordon makes a refund to you, it will be his loss. I'll give you
odds that he won't make any refund if he can get out of doing so. "Wanna bet?"

This will not reach you until after Christmss but we trust that
Virginia and you had a wonderful day and that 1953 will be awfully gpod to you both,

Cordially yours,

P,S,-<llay I have a list of the Meroni prices?




Dec. 24, 1952.

My, J. G. Fleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich.

Dear Jack:

I sent Gordon Harmer a sample copy of my December Special
Service, together with a set of photographs. I requested him to give
me the source of the fake Meroni cover in his 1949 sale and advised
him against listing in the 5.U.S., the "earliest date" of the 5¢ 1857
Brick Red Hollowbush fake cover. I enclose copy of his reply and also
a copy of my reply to it. I thought you would be interested because
his letter displays the attitude of this chap. Don't you think he had
his nerve delivering a lecture to me? Who in the hell does he think he
ig? Here is another chap whose success has gone to his head.

This will not reach you until after Christmas but we hope
that you all had a wonderful day and that 1953 will be awfully good to
Rene and you, and to Joan and Jackie.

Ag ever yours,
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December 17, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, i't. Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of December 9 and I return your enclosures herewith. I have passed
on your #emarks affecting the U. S. Specialized to the proper cuarter.

In regard to Lot f53 in our sale of October 25, 1949, we have not the permission to disclose
the ownership of this cover.

This brings me to a point which has been on my mind for sometime and I would like to preface
my remarks or my queries by saying that there is nothing unfriendly in my attitude but, of
course, I am concerned when our name is mentioned in connection with fakes.

In your Special Service Ietter-#Zl, you state as follows: "The Meroni cover was sold in a
sale by narmer, Rooke & Co., New York City, on Oct. 25, 1949..." - y
Now, for the life of me, I don't see what good is accomplished by connecting us with a fake
cover. Iv is true we sold it unintentionally. Our policy is always to withdraw a lot from
sale if we know it to be a counterfeit or fake, providing we are satisfied the information
given us is correct. I don't think this is the first time you have mentioned our hname in such

an instance.

Allan Thatcher who describes all our U.S. stamps is probably as conscientious and as knowledge-
able as anyone doing similar work and his integrity is beyond question. If you were to point
out parenthetically that this cover was sold in a Harmer, Rooke auction, and it was a fake,

but that during that year they sold over $500,000 worth of stamps, the fact that of the
$500,000 sold, only a few hundred dollars worth of stamps were questionable, that is one thing;
but when you come out baldly with the statement that this fake cover was sold in a Harmer,
Rooke auction, it gives a false impression. But the whole thing that escapes me is what good
does it do to state we sold a fake unless the motive that would be attributed to such a state-
ment was that you were unfriendly towards us, which I d6 not believe,

I do not consider that there is any fimm who conducts a more ethical business than ours but we
are a commercial firm and our annual sales run from $500,000 to $700,000 per year. It is
obvious that we cannot examin every stamp with the same care that you might examine one single
item. Were we to take this time, we would be unable to continue our business.

In the same Service Letter, you are distinctly unflattering to George Sloane. It may be quite
impertinent of me to figh® his battles but I consider George Sloane to be not only one of the
most knowledgeable of professionals, a man who never makes a statement unless he believes it

to be true, and who seldom makes a statement that is proved wrong. I could only wish there wxm
were more dealers of the caliber of George Sloane. I feel sure if you will reread the letter
you will agree that the remarks made about him are slighting.

What I am trying to learn is what does this all achieve? If I were a collector and read your
letter, I would be quite inclined to give up stamp collecting,

I sincerely trust you will take this letter in the spirit in which it is written especially
realizing as I do that you have a vast knowledge in your field; but to mention names and write
about people because they make a mistake here and there, and who make the mistake sincerely,
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The @xposure of crooks and fakers is a

is a little difficult for me to understand.
-thinking person who is aware of such condi tions,

different matter and, naturally, every right
wi shes to put those people out of business.

Perhaps 1 haven't expressed myself too well in this letter but I did think I would take this™
opportunity of letting you know my feelings. As I have said before, I have only the
friendliest regard for you and the highest appreciation of your knowledge.

With kindest regards, I remain

Yours sincerely,

(SIGNED) Gordon
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December 17, 1952.

#r. Stanley B, Ashbrook
33 Ne I't., Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Thank you for your letter of December 9 and I return your enclosures herewith, I have passed
on your femarks affecting the U. 3. Specialized to the proper cuarter.

In regnrd to Lot ;53 in our sale of October 25, 1949, we have not the pemiasion to disclose
the ownership of this cover.

This brings me to & point vhich has been on my mind for sometime and I would like to preface
my remasrks or my cqueries by saying that there is nothing unfriendly in my attitude but, of
course, I am concerned when our name is mentioned in gonnection with fakes.

In your Speeial Service letter 721, you state as follows: "The lMeroni cover was scld in a ¢
sale by Harmer, Rooke & Co., New York City, on Cot. 25, 1949..."

Now, for the life of me, I don't see whet good is accomplished by connecting us with a fake
cover. It is trme we sold it unintentionally. Our poliey is always to withdraw a lot from
sale if we know it %o be a counterfelt or feke, providing we are satisfied the information
given us is correct. 1 don't think this is the first time you have mentiocned our hame in such

an instsnce.

Allen Thatcher who describes all our U.5, stemps is probsbly &s conscientious and a8 knowledge-
able as anyone doing similar work and his integrity is beyond question. I1f you were to point
out parentheticelly that this cover was sold in a Hammer, Rooke auction, and it wes a fake,

but thet during that year they sold over $500,000 worth of stamps, the fact thot of the
$500,000 sold, only a few hundred dollurs worth of stamps were questionable, that is one thing;
but when you come out baldly with the stetement that this fake cover was £o0ld in & Harmer,
Rooke cuction, it gives a false impression. Put the whole thing that escapes me iz what good
does it do to state we sold & fake unless the motive that would be attributed to such a state-
ment was thet you were unfriendly towards us, which I do not believe,

1 do not consider that there is any fimm who conducts a more ethical business than ours but we
are a commerciasl firm and our annual seles run from $500,000 to $700,000 per year. It is
obvious thet we eannot exemin every stamp with the same eare thnt you might examine one single
item. V‘ere we to take this time, we would be unable to continue our business,

In the ssme ervice Letter, you sre distinctly unflattering to George Uloane. It may be quite
impertinent of me to figh® his battles but I consider GCeorge Sloane to be not only one of the
most knowledgeable of professionals, a man who never makes a statement unless he believes it

to be true, and who seldom makes s statement that is proved wrong. I eould only wish there mxms
were more dealers of the caliber of George Slosne., I feel sure if you will reread the letter
you will sgree that the remarks made about him are slighting,.

%hat I em trying to learn is whet does this all achieve? If I were a collector and read your
letter, I would be quite inclined to give up stamp collecting.

I sincerely trust you will take this letter in the spirit in whieh it is written especially
realizing as i do that you have a vast knowledge in your field; but to mention names and write |
about people becasuse they make a mistake here and there, and who make the mistake sincerely, ‘
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is a 1ittle difficult for me to understand. The gxposure of crooks and fakers is a
different matter and, naturally, every right-thinking person who is aware of such conditions,

wi shes to put those people -rut of business.

-

Perhaps I haven't expressed myself too well in this letter but I did think I would take this
opportunity of letting you know my feelings. as I have said before, I have only the
friendliest regard for you and the highest apprecistion of your knowledge.

With kindest regards, I remain

Yours sincerely,

(SIGNED) Gordon



STANLEY B. ASHBEROOK
P. O. Box 31
FORT THOMAS, KY. 4

Dec. 23, 1952.

¥r, Gordon Harmsr,
% Seott Publications, Inc.,
580 Fifth HVE@,. 4
New York 36. N. Y.

Desr Jordon:

I have your lettsr of the 17th, Inasmuch as you were very frank
in your eriticism, I will be very frank in return. I do not think it is eny
refleetion on the integrity of your firm if by chence you happen to eoffer in
your scles, fraudulent items., I am sure no sensible person would entertain
the thought for a moment thst you did so knowingly. Therefore, I disagree
with you thet my mention that the fake cover, whioh I designate §s the Meroni
cover, came from your sale of Oct. 25, 1949, Vlas Horm tul ov I-advised.

I am compiling records of the good and the bad in philately and my
records will, after my death, become the property of the Fhilatelie Foundagion.
It is my hope that they will in some measure provide & protection against all
the froudulent practices in philately. ¥%hen I make a record of the source of
fraudulent items, I am merely adding helpful dete to these records. 1 will cer-
tainly eontinue this practice and I do not think thst you or eny other auction
fimm or dealer should desire it otherwise. In fset, I think I should have your
complete and whole-hearted co-operation and that you should have been vory frank
in informing me of the source of thet fake cover. 1 cannot imsgine why you
should have refused if you have a sincere desire to help in every way that you
can to rid philately of all the crooked stuff, '

fiven if only one fake cover was offered in your sales in a year's
time, that, in my opinion, is just one too many. -

Regarding George Sloane. If 1 was distinctly unflattering to that
person 1 can assure you that that was my intention. However, that is solely a
matter between Sloane end myself,

Regarding your Mr. Allan Thatcher. I sgree with you 100% that he
is very competent and that his integrity is beyond question and there isn't the
slightest doubt in my mind that he strives very hard in accuratély describing
iteme in your seles. However, to be very frank, I do not think that a stamp or
a cover should be offered in an auction sale if there is the slightest doubt
sbout it. ¥hen I informed John Fox that the Meroni cover was absolutely bad,
John promotly withdrew it without any question or argument snd he has followed
this same rule in the past in every such instance,

In contrast, the fim of Hammer, Rooke & Co, want ahead snd offered
the fake 5¢-10¢ 1841 Knapp cover sfter I had warned you that the 1l0¢ stamp was
not uced originally on t.is cover and it was only by chance that the buyer, a
friend of mine, was saved from & losh of several hundred dollars. It is true
thet this cover had a +,F, certificate but you sre fully aware that therse is not
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& buyer in the country who would have punhud thet cover in your sale hed he
known in advance that Stanley /shbrook had condemned it.

Gordon, in the most friendly of spirit may I remind you of an old

saying, ¥¥z - "People who live in gless houses should net throw stones."

Perhaps I over-estimate my standing in American Philstely but I em
honest in my convietion thet I have the good will snd the utmost confidence of
the great mase of American collectors. I have no axe to grind snd God only knows
thet lwould not condemn an item if there was the slightest doubt in my mind, nor
would i okay any doubtful item if I noted eny suspicious evidence. Of course,

I have made mistakes, no doubt both ways, but there is no one who could esccuse me
of knowingly doing So.

¥im in the above convietion, I feel that I should have the utmost
assistance and co-operation of every honest dealsr snd collestor in philately.
Why shouldn't I? VWhen I inquire of you the source of that fake cover in your sale
of Uctes ?5, 1945, why shouldn't you welcome the opportunity to give me the in-
formation? Why should you feel one bit obligated to protect the person from whom
you obtained 1it?

I frequently had occasion to make similsr inquiries of the late Perey
Doane aud believe me, I obtained the infommation thet I sought without emy
question. There is no more worthy suceessor to Percy than homest Dan Kelleher
and when I request co-oporation and data from Dan, I get it, regardless.
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Deec. 16, 1952,

Billig & Rieh, Inc.,
Room 630, 55 West 42nd Ste,
New York 18, N,Y,

Gentlemen:

I am in receipt of yours of the 11th
with the two items - cover with 3¢ '57 = can=-
celed Chicago "Jan. 8, 1857" and a single l¢ 1857 -
Type IV of Chieago "Jan, 22, 18574

Inesmuch as there have been several
counterfeits turned up in recent years, I would
like to make a very thorough test of these twad
items before giving a definite opinion. You will
hear from me in the nesr future,

Sincerely yours,



Dec. 24, 1952.

Billig & Rich, Inc.,
55 VWest 42nd St.,
Room 630,
New York 36, N,Y,

Gentdemen:

I am returning herewith the 1¢ 1857 off
cover copy of the “Chicago Perf" together with an
enlarged photograph (ultra violet) of same made by
Ultra Violet. This copy, "a smease in paper before
printing," is, in my opinion, genuine, and I have
signed seme as such, on the back,

Sincerely yours,



Dec. 24, 1952,

Billig & Rich, Inc.,
55 W, 42nd St.,
Room 630%

New York 18, N.Y.

Gentlemen:

Herewith I am returning the 3¢ 1851 tied
to cover by a Chicago postmark of "Jan. g, 1857." I
regret to state that I cannot render you a definite
opinion whether the shemp is a genuine copy of the un-
official "Chicago l’erforation.” It may be perfectly
genuine and it may not be, and in case where L am
not perfectly satisfied I respectfully decline %o
render an opinion.

I trust that you will appreciate my posi-
tion.

Sincerely yours,




Dec, 24, 1952.

Mr. Emmerson C, Krug,

3008 - 13th Ave., South,
Birmingham, Ala.
Dear Em:
Herewith your cover with the pair of the 3¢ 1857 Chicago Perf,
I made & re-examination of this and there is no question in my mind that
it is perfectly genuine in every respect.
‘Happy New Year

Yours ete.,
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Friiz Billig Cable Address: Birich New York
Fred Rich Telephone: PE 6-7637

BILLIG & RICH, INC.

55 W. 42nd Street, Suite 630-1
NEw YOrk 18, N. Y.

12.11.52

Mr.S,Ashbrook,
Forth Thomas Ky

Dear kr, Ashbrook,

Mr.H.Bloch of H.R.Harmer suggested to us to submit the 2
enclosed U.S stamps for your opinion as to Chicago perf.,
Kindly send us a letter for each one and let us know your
charge. Thanks in advance

ncerly yours

B11JA 'éf_\ch Inc







MRS. LEO ). SHAUGHNESSY
PLEASANTON, TEXAS



Dec. 24, 1952,

My dear Brodie:

This is the day before Christmas when everyone
is sasying Merry Christmas, etc., but we both realize that
tomorrow will be a sad day for you - the first Christmas
without your beloved Leo. Such is life and there is nothing
we can do about it except to enjoy to the fullest the happy
days while they last and then when the dark ones come,to
treasure the memories of those days,

Brodie it was very kind of you to loan me the en-
closed cover. I suppose I wrote Leo shortly before his
passing thet I would like to see this cover in order to photo-
graph but I cannot remember. At any rate, 1L made a photograph
of it and I return it herewith.

Mildred and I send you our love and best wishes.
May 1953 be very good to you and may time gently Heal the
wound that you suffered in 1952,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Leo J. Shaughnessy
Pleasanton, Texas
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L Dec. 3, 1952,

Mr. Frederic J. Grant,
515 South Lerraine Blvd.,
Llos Angeles 5, Calif,

Daar Fred:

Herewith the interesting 10¢ - 2¢ cover mentioned in my letter
of Nov. 24th, Of course, we have no proof that the addressee was a P of W,
but after I read the letter I rather imagined that he was. The writer
mentions, "after all the dangers you have passed through."

I figured that Reynolds was a P of ¥ and wasn't sure where he
would bae confined so in a letter to his relatives at Georgetown D.C., he
advised them to merely address him - "Charleston, S.C." When the letter was
undelivered at Charleston it was advertised and msrked with a "2" due.
Bvidently Reynolds was watching the 1list of advertised letters and when he

~paid the "2" fee and the 2¢ drop rate, the "2" was stamped out as paid. I

wonder if the fact thet he paid ?¢ in postage to have the letter forwarded

to him is not a slight indication that he was “confined" and couldn' call in
person?: At any rate I think this is one of the most interesting Confed covers
that I have ever run scross and I am more than pleased to see it go into

your collection,

Someday I would like to write an srticle about it. Would you
have any objection?

I am enclosing two U, S. covers showing the large Charleston "2"
used as a steamboat fee. The poor print is of a cover that belongs to Larry
Shenfield. He also has a cover with a 5¢ Confed §lLitho blue) with this same

"2."

Re - your query about a "Parkers Ixpress.," 1 regret to ctate that
I hsve no record.

With best wishes =

Cordially yours,
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Dec. 24, 1952.

Mr. Frederic J. Grant,
515 South lLorraine Blvd.,
Los Angeles 5, Calif.

Dear Fred:

Thanks very much for yours of the 20th
with check for the Confederate cover.

I was sorry to learn of the ill-luck in
your daughter's home but pleased that you will soon
be paying a visit to Cincinnati, and that you will
spend some time with me. Also may I thank you very
kindly for permission to write up the 10¢ plus 2¢
cover.

Wishing you a Very Happy New Year -

Cordially yours,



MATTHEW E. HAZELTINE, M.D.
W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D.
HOWARD HAMMOND JR., M.D.
ARNOLD A. NUTTING, M.D.
AUSTIN W. LEA, M.D.
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Dec. 27, 1952.

Dr. W. Scott Polland,
Albert Bldg.,
San kafael, Calif,

Dear Doctor:

Though I suspected that you were probably terribly busy with your
added duties at the hospital 4+ did wonder why I had not heax from you for
8o long and hoped that you were not ill.

Re - the two 24¢ by Bilden - In opinion, his 70 C is mot the
Black Violet, nor is this the thin /{wugust paper, but cuite the contrary - the
paper is quite thick in comparison. This stamp is simply a Lilac.

Re = his No. 60. He is sorely mistaken - this is not the Violet
but rather a dark Red Lilac. The dealers seem to have a lot of trouble with
the colors of the 24¢ 1861,

Please don't quote me to Bilden, as he has cuite a good opinion of
his knowledge of 19th U,S., but you can inform him that if Ashbrook will certify
these copies as he has them listed that you will take them. If he sends them
to me I will charge him a fee. Some dealere get sore when I kill a sale for
them. They seem to think that if they tell a collector that such and such a
copy is this or that, that the victim should take their word without question,

Though this is written Saturday, 1 will not be able to register it
until Monday, as our ¥.0. here closes at noon on Saturdays.

Mrs. Ashbrook and 1 was much interested in the Polland Christmas
card and compering it with the first one that you sent me several yedrs agoe.
Mrs. Polland end you show no signs of the extra years, but the children show
signs of extra age. The baby of the family seems to have grown up. We were
ptizzled about the fawn. In the previous picture we thought the white animal
standing on its hind legs was a goat. liere we wrong? Junior with three sisters
to advise him must have a hard life. A most interesting and happy family, and
we wish you all a Very Happy, Healthful and Prosperous iiew Year.

Cordially yours,

(25-53)
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CARSON CITY, MICHIGAN
Ionia, Michigan.
December 22, 1952.
Dear Stan:

llote the enclosed letter from H. R. Harmer Inc., together with my reply
of this date. This is in reference to the "STHAM SHIP" cover with the
104 green Type III of 1855 which was just barely tied. You will no doubt
be hearing from Harmer on this soon.

Obviously, if you sign a cover, it makes it beyond reproach in my book,

or with anyone else that has any sense, forthat matter. If it had'nt

just happened that I showed this cover to Harold Stark after you first
signed it, I would of course have immediately paid Harmer and put it

in my collection. Harold however, spent quite a bit of time examining

this under his binocular mike and expressed the opinion that the tie was
painted in. He said he was SURE that if you used a soft soap rubber

eraser on the tie-in, it would rub right off whereas the rest of the

"STEAM SHIP" would not be effected by such erasing. Of course he did not
try this as the cover did not belong to him. Then when he saw your name

on the back, he told me to send it back to you and have you go over it
again. He said he was sure this was originally a stampless and some faker
had added the stamp. He says that New York never used a pen cancel at

this period and if this stamp had arrived pen cancelled, they would have
rated it "Due 10." Now this "might!" be the solution as this "might" have
arrived with the pen cancel and they therefore applied the "NEW YORK H@H
making it 10¢ due at Worcester. I told Harold that your signature on the
back made it good anyway so why worry, and Harold said to send it back to
you and let you check it again and perhaps you would not want your signature
on the cover. When you returned it to me, the guarantee had been erased

or practically erased, so without your signature I did'nt want the cover

) anyway, so sent it back to Harmer and told him some question had been raised
on this cover and as an out, suggested he get a Foundation certificate that
the stamp originated on the cover. He came back with this letter, and

it is not necessary to tell you that I would rather have your guarantee
than a dozen P.F. certificates, so you will probably get a chance to look
this over again, and I have written Harmer that if you sign it, I will be
happy to have it and pay for same plus the fee you charge them.

Jack Molesworth sent me a beautiful Xmas card and e nclosed the Ionia 1862
Patriotic with his compliments. This is just about the most immaculate

| cover I have ever seen. Look at the condition after ninety years. I knew
you would like to see this cover. You can return it when Treplying.

Have spent a lot of time trying to plate the single 1¢ Plate One Barly with

‘ wide sheet margin at right and believe it is LJOR. If so, it proves Plate
One Early had no imprint. I may be wrong of course. Am going to send it
to Mort with a known strip of three and see what he thinks and will then
send it on to you if he agrees it can be plated. Maybe what I think is a

ANCE AND SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PURCHASER AGREES TO PAY Al
: MOUNT OF ANY FEDERAL. STATE OR LOCAL TAX. FEE B
THE MERCHANDISE COVERED HEREBY. TO BE ADDED TO THE INVOICE. PRICES QUOTED UPON PRESENT FREIGHT RATES. ANY INCREASE THEREtNols TO BE BORN%HBSH;UR:CHBS’;;HE e O
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plating mark is just a mirage but maybe it can be plated - am not
positive yet.

Was sure glad to get your letter mentioning that you had talked with
Dan Kelleher. There's sure a lot of difference between lolesworth
and that lousy New York kyke.

Rene joins me in wishing all the Ashbrook's the happiest Christmas

ever.
Sihcjrely,
JGF/ 27)-(3: Fleckenstein.

Joan is home and brought two - yes — (2) - boys friends with her to
spend the holidays.




Dec. 27, 1952.

Mr, J. G, Fleckenstein,
419 Union St.,
Ionia, Mich,

Dear Jack:

Re = yours of the 22nd. This did not arrive until today but
the mails will be better from now on - thank God.

I return the correspondence with larmer and if he sends the
cover to me, I will express my doubt that the stamp was origihally used
on it and I will not charge him any fee. I think very highly ©of Bernard
Harmer so I will give him a good report and I am sure you will be relieved
ol adding this doubtful item to your collection.

The Patriotic that Molesworth sent you with the Ionia postmark
is certainly a nice clean Patriotic, and it will be a nice addition to
your cover collection.

‘hat do you think of the enclosed letter from Spees?

We had a nice Xmas card from Jackie and we all appreciated it
very much. She is a fine little mother.

Re = the Plate One Early sheet copye. I am hopeful thet Mort may
be sble to confim your suspicion thst this may be 40R1E. Maybe Mort might
have an item that I have never seen that would identify this sheet copy.

I will be glad to check sny items that Mort and you want to submit.

Joan didn't take any chance in driving home alone - did she?

The nuts arrived in fine shape and they simply mervelous - They
certain have a wonderful favor and they are so sasy to crack - all of us
have been enjoying them - Mildred roasted some as soon as they arrived,
Each one of us send our thanks,

Mildred and Stan join me in wishing you all a Very Happy New Year.

Yours etc.,

(25-54)




TELEPHONE
PLAZA 3-6481

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

32 EAST 57 THUSTREET
NEW YORK 22,N.Y.

ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 1.
AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

CABLES
HARMERSALE,NEW YORK

LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

AUCTIONEERS OF THE
"PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT COLLECTION

31st
December
1952

I am enclosing a cover offered in our auction of November 10-11 which
has on the back of it the comment in your handwriting, since largely
erased, that in your opinion the 1855 10c type Wl was used on the cover,

The purchaser of the lot, Mr. J, G, Fleckenstein, whom no doubt you
know, writes that if you will rewrite your opinion on the cover he will
be glad to take the item and pay any fee involved.

I do not know of course whether your comment was erased by yourself
due to some later information or whether it was erased for some reasons
unknown by some other party. The obvious solution was to send it back
to you to find out.

and happiness in 1953,

BDH:E

Enclosure

May I at this opportunity extend to you very best wishes for your health

Sincerely yours,

H., R, HARMER, INC,

\

CC: Mr. Fleckenstein

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS

Ch 4/ i
W AR
\JJ VXTA

%;&,\, VLOA_A

Director

”~

EMPLOYEES BONDED




Jan. 3, 1953.

Mr. Bernard D. Hamer,
% H., R. Harmer, Inc.,
32 East 57th St.,
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Harmer:

Replying to yours of the 31st, I am returning herewith the
New York "Steam Ship" cover which was Lot #270 in your sale of Nov. 10th,
1952. You are quite correct, there was a memorsndum on the back of this
cover in peneil which was made and signed by me, and which I later
erased.

Regarding this cover. It is my opinion that the 10¢ stamp was
not used originally on this envelope, that the cover was originally a
"stampless" and that someone added the pencanceled 10¢ 1855. I am aware
that apparently the tip of the "S" ties the stamp to the cover, but in my
opinion, the part of the "S" on the stamp is fraudulent. I do not believe
this black ink is the same as thet on the cover.

The New York postmark was one that was used on stampless majl and
indicated that 10¢ was due from the addressee., The "Steam Ship" was an
origin marking and indicated that this letter was brought into the Port of
New York by a ship of the U, S. Mail Line operating between New York and
Panema, touching at Havana. I note the routing "Per Florida" but I have mo
record that such a ship was of the New York - Panama Line, known as The
U. S. Mail Steamship Company" - Thus it is most unlikely that this cover
was of California or U, S, West Coast origin, but rather that it may have
originated somewhere in the West Indies, and perhaps the Florida was a vessel
that connected in some manner with a U. S. Mail ship. I mention this theory
because if it is true, it seems unlikely that a letter originating outside
of the U. S. would be prepaid with a U. S, stamp.

Further, I note that the letter is addressed to "Edward W. Lincoln P.M."
of Worcester, Mass. I note thet E. W. Lincoln was listed as postmaster of
Worcester as of April lst, 1854, but in my next list, dated July 1st, 1855,
Emory bgnister is listed as postmaster, and my 1857 list gives the same.

The 10¢ 1855 was issued in May 1855, May 6, 1855 would have been too
early for this stemp, hence if the use was May 6, 1856 or later, E. W, Lincoln
was not postmaster at that time. Whether this proves anything or not, I will
let you be the judge.

I might also add, that the 10¢ rate shown in the New York postmark,
indicates that the letter originated outside of the U. S. inasmuch as I assume
that the origin was not the West Coast of the U.S.

(25-54) Sincerely yours,




TELEPHONE
PLAZA 3-6848]

APPRAISALS FOR SALE,

PROBATE & INSURANCE

DIRECTORS
H.R.HARMER B.D. HARMER
F. T.BUCK MARGARET MAHONEY

H:-R-HARMER, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS AR IER DAL EANEW (RO

32 EAST 57TH STREET LEADING AUCTIONEERS oF
NEW YORK 22 N.Y RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
RN
AUCTIONEERS OF THE
ALSO AT 41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W. I. "PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" COLLECTION

AND 2b CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook 6th
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue January
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 1953

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

Many thanks for your letter of January 3rd and the return of Lot 270 from our
November 10th auction,

I note that you have revised your earlier opinion on the cover and incidentally f
I feel most inclined to agree with your second opinion after examining it further,

What bewilders me slightly is when the erasure of your comments was made.
We feel sure that they were on the cover when it was sold; Mr, Fleckenstein
writes that he showed the item to Mr. H, W, Stark and presumably this is the
first time you have seen the cover since it was auctioned. If however you did
see it since the auction and before my sending it to you and did erase the
comments, this is satisfactory, but should the situation arise again, which I
am sure will not be the case, I would like you to write to me first as I
naturally have an obligation to return the cover to the vendor in the condition
in which it was received and in this instance I am unable to do so.

I do not imagine that I will have any trouble but I could have trouble and it is
easier to go about the matter in the correct order of obtaining the vendor's

permission first,

However thanks for your opinion which I am passing on to Mr, Fleckenstein and
of course making the lot unsold,

With best wishes for 1953,

BDH:E

Sincerely yours,
H, R. HARMER, INC,

(bormard W 5

Director oy

ALL STAMPS ON OUR PREMISES INSURED AGAINST ALL RISKS =+ + - + « EMPLOYEES BONDED



Jan. 8, 1953.

Mr. Bernard D, Hammer,
1 : , R. Hamer, Incu'
32 East 57th St.,
New York 22, N,Y,

Dear ilr. Harmer:

I am in receipt of yours of the 6th, and wish to assure you
that the original pencil memorandum that I put on the cover was not
put there until after the sale. I never saw this cover until after
the sale and the purchase was made by Mr. Fleckenstein. When I
first examined the cover, I did not question it, but after more careful
cons ideration I realized that the stamp did not originate on the cover
as all the evidence was contrary.

When I send for lots before a sale and examine them, I rarely
advise the auction firm th=t such and such a lot or lots are bad.
This would be offering an opinion that was not requested, and second, I
charge a fee for an opinion,

I am frequently requested to send for auction: lots and examine
them for friends of mine. For such service I charge a liberal fee. If
a lot is genuine in my opinion, I further advise whether or not I think
the item would add anything to the collection, but I make it a rule to
refrain from expressing an opinion on value.

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,
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744 BROAD STRERT

NEwAREK 2, NEW JERSEY

December 22nd, 1952.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
33 North Fort Thomas Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Stan:
I greatly enjoyed your good letter of December 17th.

If it is true Qhat you didn't recognize that 0fficial
Records notation, - I am’indeed surprisedl I imagine the notation just
didn't "click™ when you read it; . for the aOﬁ‘icial Records” are the
basic reference for every»stndent, reader, and WIiter on the Civil War!
On the chance, howeve '_/‘ftj
what they are. wz,’~”

The carrect ti&le 1s as follows. xTHE WAR OF THE RE-
BELLION. A COMPILATION OF THE | OFFICIAL REGGRDS OF THE UNION AND CON-
FEDERATE ARMIES. They'Were published by the T8« War Department in
Washington in the years 1880 to, 1901, and a complete set comprises no
less than 70 volumes\whieh\werg bcund into/ 128~1arge books. I think
there are also two' 1ndex'VQlumés, and there is ¥The Atlas to Accompany
the Official Recordst: @nb‘ished in two large volumes. Finally, there
was published as supplementary to all this: THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF
THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE EAVIES, 1894-1927, 1n.30 volumes and an index!

The short name to which these works are usually re-
ferred is the "0fficial Recﬁrds” ard as you can see from the above their
publication was possibly one of. the most monumental tasks of the sort
ever accomplished. They are supposed to include every order, document,
letter, record, ete. etec. of the Civil War, and the volumes include all
such Confederate military amnd naval records as remained to be captured, -
mostly in Richmond, - at the close of the War. I think there is little
if anything, however, on the Confederate Post Office Department, - as
the 0fficial Records were pretty strictly limited to military matters.

The "0fficial Records" are an inexhaustible mine of
information, and while I am not man enough to claim that I ever read or
even looked through them all, I have more or less constantly looked up
references in whatever subject I happened to be studying or writing
about. 0ddly enough, they are not to difficult to acquire. Their very



size and weight, as well as their character, did not serve to make them
mpopular®. I have been offered a set for practically nothing, - if only
I would pay the shipping costs! But like many others, I haven't wanted
to add such a load to my library in my home, and instead I go to our
public library here whenever I want to check something. I am certain
that a complete set is in the Cincimnati Public Library, and one may be
in your local library at Fort Thomas. So go to it!l

Now I enclose a most unusual item for your study and
comment. The typed clipping enclosed with it desceribes it pretty well,
but can you figure out the following? The U.S. 3¢ star-die stamp is
uncanceled, and there is no U.S. postal marking on this cover. How in
the world did it ever get from the Confederate lines to New Haven,
Conn. in June of 1861? Larry Shenfield thinks it might have been

QEked thru by some unknown express carrier"™, and even wonders if the
tiny "2" in the upper right corner could represent %2 bits" for an ex-
press charge. The only theory I have left is that it never was de-
livered, but that it was intercepted when it reached either the Confed-
erate of the Union lines, - but then it should have received either a
Confederate or the U.S. Dead Letter Office marking. Along with its
enclosures, which substantiate it perfectly, it is an interesting ob-
jeet, - what is your opinion on it?

Thanks for your comments and additional information on
the STEAM 6 and STEAM 7 markings, - they go into my files for future
reference. I have discovered that only the latter marking is in the
present Dietz Catalog, - will you please send back the photo of the cover
showing the STEAM 6 marking, so that I can get it copied for the new
edition we are working on? Also, I do think both covers should be
called to Earl Antrim's attention, and if you want to send both photos
to me I'11l send them on to him for that purpose.

That's plenty for now! Merry Christmas!

Sincerely,

/) A W(’)

MacB/HK
.C.: L.L.Shenfield




( Dec. 27, 1952.

"7 Mr. Ven Dyk ﬁacBride,
744 Broad St.,
Newark 2, N.J.

Dear Mac:

Herewith the 3¢ Star Die cover from "Pontotoc, Miss." to New Haven,
Conn. on June 8, 1861 - also the enclosures. I think that this is a most in-
teresting cover and that it is genuine in every respect, I believe that the en-
closures are mute testimony that this letter was mailed on the above date and
thet it was received by the addressee five days leater.

Perhaps a sentence in the letter that was enclosed offers the solu-
tion as to how it reached New Haven, ¥iz: '"Request your postmaster to send your
reply, direct, to the louisville, Ky. distributing post office and it will pro-
bably reach mo." (unquote)

Pontotoe is in north-central Mississippi not very far from the
Tennessee line, so I suppose there is little doubt that the mail routes to
louisville were still open. - AS this was evidently an important letter with a
draft on Mobile, (an important enclosure), perhaps the Pomtotoec postmaster sent
this letter under separate enclosure to the Louisville office and recuested them
to send the letter on in the regular channel to New Haven, I assume that the
Louisville office complieds The Pontotoe office did not cancel the 3¢ stemp, why
should they, and neither did Louisville nor New Haven, 4 don't think thet an ex-
press company had anything to do with the carriage of this letter, but, of course,
such a thing was possible.

Ve can theorize that at some point along the line in Tennessee that
a C.8.A. postmaster might have handed the letter to Adams Lxpress to carry thru
the lines and the Company could have transmitted it all the way to New Haven,
Had this been the case, I belleve, even at that early date, there would have
been appligd some evidence of express cerriage and payment fTor same. My guess
that the "2" in upper right is the number of the letter - one before this was
No. 1 = th}s was No. 2.

Of course, we can only speculate as to how this letter reached New
Haven between June 8th and 13%h, 1861, but the important thing ebout it 1s, in
my estimation, that it did resch the addressee.
Happy lew Year
Cordially yours,

(copy to L.L.Shenfield)
(25-55)
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W. H. KIEFABER
634 WOODS ROAD
DAYTON 9, OHIO

December 22,1952,

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Adhbrook:

Four or five weeks ago I was in
Cincinnati and had the afternoon free, I called
your house several times but received no response,
You were probably away at the time,

I was interested to see your
photographic equipment that you use for the
photographing of stamps and covers, For years 1
have had a well equipped dark room and have done
my own developing and printing. I am far from an
expert and have never photographed such small objests
as stamps although I have done a lot with wald
flowers in the garden,

1 have minuture camera, Ikonta B
which is 24 & 24, a Graflex and Speed Graphic.
Which do you considerrthe best for this work?

I am going to Europe in the
Spring and am thinking of buying a Contax or
an Exakta to take along. My small camera is a
Bantom Special which is old and about played out.
I am going to spend sometime in Switzerland and hope
to get some good colored slides of plamtsand wild
flowers. Besides stamps I am a garden fan, It
also occured to me that either of these cameras
might be the thing for photograping stamps. I couid
get black and white slides to show on screen. I have
a very clever camera of Eastman which 1 just insert the
slide and can get a larger negative to print on paper.

I had ho?ed to get down to see
you again but so far haven't been able to do it.
I must make some decision soon about the camera
I will take to Europe. Would you mind giving me
your opinion about the Contax or Exakta?

1 take this occasion to wish
%ou a very MERRY Xmas and a happy prosperous

ew Year,
Sincerely, %M%
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Dec. 28' 19520

Mr, W, H, Kiefaber,
634 Woods Road,
Dayton 9, Ohioc.

Dear Mr. Kiefaber:
Yours of the 22nd received.

I was sorry to learn that you were in Cincinnati within recent
weeks and that no one answered our phone. LIt is barely possible that we
were in New York et the time and no one was here during the day.

Before you leave for Eurcpe in the spring 1 wish that you could
pay me a visit and that we could discusagcameras and photography. I have
a beica 1110 - with a 50 VMM Summitar Len& and while I have a "Focaslide" 1
seldom use this for photographing covers much less stamps off cover. For
such work I have a large 8 x 10 enlarging ani reducing camera, equbpddd with
a Goerz Dagor lens. In photographing stamps and covers I have to have detail
and razor-sharp focus. I believe thet in enlarging work to achieve the utmost
in these two features, the enlargincs has to be done direct from the object to
the negative. The Leica people and other manufacturers of 35 UM cameras might
claim that such results can be obtained with their came ras but that claim I
seriously doubt. My experience has been that no matter how sharp a focus can
be made close up of a stamp with my leica that an enlargement loses a lot of
the sharpness. Too mueh of the human element is involved, viz., focusing the
original - then a sharp focus in maeke the print from the 35 MM negative.

My big camera stretches out about eight feet and if necessary I can
enlarge a 3¢ 1851 to cover a 4 x 5 negative. LI use glass pletes in order to
get sharp focus - also panchromatic plates with various color filters - red,
green, yellow, blue, etc.

I also have a 4 x 5 Graflex and & Bell & Howell movie but I have
uzed these very little in the past decade, doing very little outside work. In
the past year I have used my Leica outdoors with black end white and also eolor
work. A lot of failures and some very satisfactory results.

1 have never had any experience with any 35 MM cameras outside of
my Leica. For a number of uses I don't see how it could be any better. I
really don't know a thing ebout a Contax or a Exakta. If I contemplated a trip
to Europe I would take along my leica, or if I could afford the luxury of two,
I would take two. I would use one for black and white film, the other one for
color film. A 35 MM camera is compact and easy to carry sround and for ocutside
work I feel sure it can be adopted to most any requirement. L alsc have a Leica
enlarger with & fine lens. Confidentally, I believe thet I could obtain a 10%
or perhaps a 15% discount on a new Leica for you but I am not sure. On a slightly




i#2, Mr, W, H. Kiefaber - Dec. 28, 1952.

worn, "good as new" 1 could probably save yod from $100 to #150.

4 might mention thet I canfmake regular glass lantern
slides with my big camera but I have my doubts that satisfactory slides for
screen projection could be made of philatelic items on 35 MM film.

fay I wish you, and yours, ‘a Very Happy Healthful and Prosperous
New Year.

Cordially yours,

(25-56)




W. H. KIEFABER
634 WOODS ROAD
DAYTON 9, OHIO

January 3,1953.

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
Ft. Thomas,Ky.

Dear Mr; Ashbrook:

Thank you very kindly for sending the
Black Jack with double transfer. I was glad to look it
over but hardly think I care to put any more in them
at present. It no doubt is worth the money too. I am
returning to you.

Since writing you inreference to the
camera I have been looking around some and have received
several price lists like the one you mention. The Contax
and Leica are fine. There is no doubt about that but I
have about decided that a reflex type like the Exakta
would probably be better for taking Alpine Plants and
Flowers in Switzerland. These are pretty close shots
and with a range finder such as on the Contax or lLeica
you nust almost lay on your stomdch. Then there is the
matter of figéid. With the reflex type with groumnd glass
you get what you see. I could also experiment latter
on with the photographing of stamps and covers where
a ground glass is important. I have been reading that
it has been done successfully. There is also one thing
that may be worth while, and that is I could make a
slide which I could throw on the sereen. Whether I could
get the detail remains to be seen. We are using microfilm
at the office for important records, and get them pretty
sharp.

There is a camera made in Switzerland
called the Alpa which has caught myeye. It is a fine piewe
of engineering and built like a watch having many new
advanteges. It sells here for around $450 but I have
written to a friend in Zurich to see what I can save by
waiting vwntil I get there. I am not going to Germany this
time only Fngland, France and Switzerland. I am sending
to you under seperate cover one of the circulars. Please
look it over and tell me what you think. You can then
return as it is the only one I have.

Best regards for the New Year.

Sincerely,

2 anmn M Haf ot
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Jack £. Molesmorth
Dl‘-ila{;e'ic ‘Brolﬁer

102 Beaeom
Boston 16, Massachusetts

December 28, 1952

Dear Stan,

I'm enclosing two unused 10¢ 1856 imperfs
pius a used pair on piece, ‘I wculd appreciate your
opinion as to whether the two unused ones have opriginal
gum,

These two singles were originally in a ragged
pair which I severed to get the better margined single
and trimmed and evened the margins to improve the appear-
ance, Also there was a small piece of paper on the back
of the good margined copy which I carefully removed and
thereby smudged but preserved most of the gum. It was
» located at the lower left corner on the back which was
also the end(right) of the pair before it was’ severed.

I mention this only to indicate why the gum on the better
copy is somewh:t less fresh than on the cut in copy tho
they were both part of the pair originally., The used
pair has a part of the paper off the back showing the
same dark glossy original gum which proves to my satis-
faction that the other two have original gum too. I'm
convinced the gum is original and have the single sold

as such but the client wanted the P.F. tc o.k. it. They
just replied with the ehclosed cert. claiming it is re-
gummed.

If you feel this is o.g. as I bdleve you will
please write me a separate letter on it, just the wide
margined single, as I would like to use it in resubmitting
the stamp to the P.F, for a review of their opinion,

It eeems as if the P,F, is becoming quite in-
sane and a menace- to philately, I am frankly considering
legal action to put them at least temporarily cut of bus-
iness based on their obvious negligence and lack of know-
ledge. Enclosed is a photostat of a cert, they recently
issed on a #28 sold from my stock to Huber by another dealer,
It is utterly absurd, esp. since the stamp wasa beautiful
rich color carefully checked by me under the ultraviolet
light. Last week they returned a beaufiul #1 of mine sold
by same dealer to Huber with statement it was a #3, again
utterly absurd as any 10 year old kid ean read the cat. and
see the difference between the two; it is definitely #1 with
full o.g. to boot, I'll send you & photostat of this cert.



as soon as I can get one, but can't send the original as
it is going back to the P,Y, for a review ofopinion and
must be there by Jan.2ndXXXXIXKEXBHEXEX.

Then to top the above off I had a beautiful 2¢
Pan American Invert sold subject to their o.k, and they
replied that it was a lithographed counterfeit, I don't
claim to be an expert, but surely believe I can tell the
difference between a iithograph and an engraving. Also,
the stamp is Ex-Col., Green Collection, was in Cole's hands
for two months during which he offered it to my client but
at too high a2 price prior to my getting it, and has since
the P.F.'sopinion been expertised as genuine by Dan Kell-
eher who said he would buy it in spite of their opinion.
Again this has to get back by Jan.2nd so I can't send it
on to you as I would like to, but will try to get you a
photostat of the cert, if you like.

If this keep up I'11 have no alternétive but to

go to court to stop their criminal actions. Am I becoming
unduly disturbed or do you feel I should do something?

With ki egards,
art,

P.S. Please return this photostéﬁ}it is all I have.

%

/
{




Dec. 30, 1952.

Mr, Jack E. Molesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

' Herewith the two copies of the 10¢ 1855, also the used pair and the
two Pei'e certificates. I regret that I am not an authority on gum, hence I

cannot render an opinion on these two uncanceled copies. I might add that
I examined both very carefully under my binocoular microscope and if the gum
is not the original, I think it is perhaps just as good. I have my opinion
of people who collect '"gum" on the backs of our early 19th Century stamps
but this letter is no place for an expression., I note that the P,F. states
that in their opinion the copy has been regummed. With no reflection on
this opinion, I wish they would educate me on how to distinguish the differ-
ence. Are these two 1lO0¢ unused? All I can state is that I failed %o note
any evidence of cancel removal under my microscope or by ultra violet. How=-
ever, I made a negative Dy the U.V, and if any evidence turns up on the plate,
I will advise you.

I was awfully sorry to learn of your disagreements with the Expert
Committee of the P.Ff, and LI believe that the best advice that I can give you
is to go slow and don't do anything that you might have occasion to regret
later. One thing is sure, we do need an Expert Committee in this country and
I think we should all do all that we can to endeavor to make the present P.F.
Committee more efficient than to do snything to further discredit it or to
put it out of business. I am co-operating with them to the extent of my ability
and I believe that men like Goodkind, Haverbeck, Corin, Bash and others are
real fellows and sre striving to do a good job. They receive no pay and they
give a lot of time to the work of the Committee, The trouble is that they ardé
not experts, hence they are bound to make serious errors. What I have advocated
is that they call in reputable dealers to meet with them and advise them. I
would even be in favor of having certain dealers serve as regular members of
the Committee. VWhy not? Could anyone question the high integrity of men like
Sidney Barrett, Ezra Cole, Bernard Harmer and others I could name.

I doubt if you could get anywhers with a lawsuit because they merely
render "opinions." In the charter of the P.Y, there surely must be some pro-
vision whereby members of the Expert Committee would be protected.

~ I agree with you 100} that it is most exesperating to have a genuine
item declared to be & fake and vice versa., I have had sore experiences both
ways but I believe that it is the duty of every decent and honest person in
philately to strive to make the P.F, Expert Committee as efficient as possible,
that is, until such a time, as they would refuce to listen to reason.

I would like to see the Pan Invert together with the P.¥. certificate.
Maybe 1 wouldn't be able to tell the difference between a ste®l engreving and
a lithograph counterfeit. I would like to see if I have been kidding myself.

No fee on the above,

liappy New Year to you. Sincerely yours,,"’
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Dec. 30, 1952.

Mr. Jack E. Holesworth,
102 Beacon St,.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Herewith the two copies of the 10¢ 1855, also the used pair and the
two Per. coertificates. I regret that I am not an authority on gum, hence I
cannot render an opinion on these two uncamnceled copies. I might add that
I examined both very carefully under my binooular miceroscope and if the gum
is not the original, I think it is perhaps just as good. I have my opinion
of people who collect "gum" on the backs of our early 1i9th Century stemps
but this letter is no place for an expression. I note that the P,F. states
that in their opinion the copy has been regummed. With no reflection on
this opinion, I wish they would educate me on how to distinguish the differ=
ence. Are these two 10¢ unused? All I can state is that I failed to note
any evidence of cancel removel under my microscope or by ultra violet. How=-
ever, I made a negative by the U.V. and if any evidence turns up on the plate,
I will advise you. :

I was ewfully sorry to learn of your disagreements with the Expert
Committee of the P.,F, and I believe that the best advice thet I can give you
is to go slow and don't do anything that you might have occasion to regret
later. One thing is sure, we do need an Expert Committee in this country and
I t$hink we should all do 21l that we can to endeavor to make the present P.lk,
Committee more efficient than to do anything to further discredit it or to
put it out of businesse I am co-operating with them to the extent of my ability
and I believe thet men like Goodkind, Haverbeck, Corin, Bash and others are
real fellows and ere striving to do a good job., They receive no pay and they
give a lot of time to the work of the Committee. The trouble is that they ard
not experts, hence they are bound to make serious errors, What I have advocated
is that they call in reputable dealers to meet with them and advise them., I
would even be in favor of having certain dealers serve as regular members of
the Committee. Why not? OCould anyons question the high integrity of men like
Sidney Barrett, Ezra Cole, Bernard Harmer and others I could name.

I doubt if you could get anywhere with a lawsuit because they merely
render "opinions." In the charter of the P.F, there surely must be some pro-
vision whereby members of the Expert Committee would be protected.

I agree with you 100% that it is most exasperating to have a genuine
item declared to be a fake and vice versa. I have had sore experiences both
ways but I believe that it is the duty of every decent and honest person in
philastely to strive to make the P.F, Expert Committee as efficient as possible,
that is, until such a time, as they would refuse to listen to reaseon.

I would like to see the Pan Invert together with the P.F., certificate.
Maybe I wouldn't be able to tell the difference between a stell engraving and
a lithograph counterfeit. I would like to see if I have been kidding myself,
No fee on the above.

Happy New Year to you. Sincerely yours,
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Dec, 30, 1952.

Mr. Harry L. Lindquist,
153 Vaverly Place,
New York 14, N.Y.

Dear Harry:
Yours of the 19th received and carefully noted.

Along the lines discussed in your letter, I am enclosing a letter
from Jack kHolesworth together with copy of my reply. Z?Please return,

Sooner or later someone is going to bring suit sgainst the Expert U
Committee and sueh & thing would set a bad precedent. I wish that some
pressure could be brought to bear whereby the Committee wonld change their
present policy of depending entirely too much on their own opinions. They
should have some level-headed dealers sit in with the Committee at every
session and to see to it that no opinions were rendered unless it was gen-
erally agreed that it was safe to issue an opinion.

Jack, in his letter, sent me a copy of a 10¢ 1855 which was apparently
unused 0.G., - The certificate the P.F. issued stated the copy had been re=-
gummed. I am frank in stating the gum looked okay to me and I should know a
10¢ 1855 better than anyone on that Committee. If not, then I sure am a
dumb eluck. I don't see how they could state the copy was regummed. If they
did a bit of guessing, they had no right to issue the certificate.

Please keep this letter and my reply confidential. I do think that
something should be done before it is too late. The only solution that I
know of is to enlist the active support of reputable dealers, because at the
present time, there is a great scarcity of amateur collectors in the New York
area who have very much knowledge of 19th U. S. It ie far better to have
some dealers on the Committee than & bunch who do little else but guess.

Happy New Year

Cordially yours,



Jan, 2, 1953.

Mr. Jack E. Holesworth,
102 Beacon St.,
Boston 16, Mass.

Dear Jack:

Thanks for sending me the photostat of the P.F. certificate
No. 4018. I made a copy of it. If possible, I would like to see the
stamp, regardless of what action the P.F. takes to correct this. I ¢
could use it to excellent advantage in persuading them that they have
to revise their methods.

I note their certificate reads that they have examined "a
United States 1847 - 5¢ Red Brown yl,"ete. but in their opinion, "it
is not 1, but #3." I suppose you submitted it as an unused No. 1. Is
that correct? It seems to be that they made some sort of am error in
the certificate. Perhaps what they meant was that it is a No. 1, but not
an unused O.U, copye I have an idea that if this is true then they will
correct the wording of the certificate.

P’lease advise me.

Sincerely yours,

(25-57)
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January 5, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
33 N, Ft. Thomas Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

ad
I have liolesworth's letter and your reply with considerable interest,
and I certainly approve of your reply to Molesworth, and congratulate you on
the way you have handled it.

Of course, we both recognize that there are great improvements necessary in the
P.F. to make it function effectively, but this can only be brought out by con-
structive work, and the assistance they need.

We are up against more or less a stone wall right now, but I am sure that the
pressure that is constantly being brought upon them will have its effect, and
that they will see the necessity of securing the aid of every collector and dealer
really qualified to be of assistance, and have them solidly behind their decisions.

They should also go back to their original intention to grant no certificates
unless they were absolutely sure of their opinion. It is far better to admit
that they are not qualified to pass on an item than to give out a certificate
that can be justly criticised.

I am returning Molesworth's letter with your reply. But your reply to my mind
is a masterpiece, and would do much to clarify the whole situation if it was
passed around among those interested. However, I am keeping it confidential
as you suggest, but I do believe it would do a lot of good if every member of
the committee could see it.

With best wishes to you and Mildred for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

Phone: ORegon 5 5407 Cable Address: LINDPUBS
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Yack £ Molesmorth
Dkilatelic Bro‘{e-r'

102 TBeacon
Boston 16, Massachusetts

January 5, 1953

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
P. 0. Box 31, 33 N, Ft. Thowas Ave,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan,

I acknowledge with thanks your letters of December 350th

and January 2nd. I very much appreciate your advice with
regard to the Foundation and after due consideration believe
it is definitely the wisest course to follow. I have there-
fore temporarily shelved any idea of legal action and shall
attempt to work with the Foundation and see what can be done
to improve the quality of their opinions. I shall be in
New York tomorrow and shall attempt to talk with Haverbeck
and Goodkind if I can reach them. I am heartily in favor
of having certain dealers such as you mention serve as
regular members of the committee as such is the only way
they will be able to have expert advice firsthand. The
law suit I considered would incidentally not have been
directed primarily to try to collect for injuries suffered,
but rather to prove that the organization was a menace to
philately and should be prevented from rendering opinions
as experts, My lawyer investigated this matter and assured
me it would be quite possible to secure an injunction in a
Court of Equity on the evidence I showed him, Naturally,
I agree there is a strong need for a respected and informed
expert body and would much prefer to improve the current one
than destroy it and hope another superior to it might spring
2y s

If the 2¢ Pan Awerican comes back again as no good I
will see that you get a lock at it., It was presented toc the
P. F. this time with the expert opinion of several printers
indicating it was an engraving and not a lithograph which
should nave some inf'iuence on them, 1 will also send you
the U, S. #1 when I get it back, It was submitted to them
with the question: "Is it genuine unused?" It is apparent
that they have made some sort of an error and will correct
it, but what conclusion they will come to a second time is
still another question, Incidentally, they corrected the
certificate on the U, S. #28 which they called a reperfed
#76 but this time called it an unused #2989, I have suggested



to Sam Stone, the loeal dealer who had sold it for me to
his client, to send it on to you for an opinion. It
certainly has as pich a-red brown color as anyone could
expect to get and in my opinion is definitely not the
brown shade. If you agree with me this will be another
incidence of their complete lack of knowledge.

I appreciate your comments on the: tweo copies of the
10¢ 1855, I understand and support your .position in res-
pect to those who collect gum and not stamps. However, I
am not in a position to change the collecting habits of
most of ry customers so must abide by their wishes and
hence run into problems like this, I have resubmitted
the stamp tc them with thes same evidence which you saw and
hope they may change their opinion,

With best wishes,

o

Jac /;. Molesworth
JEN/mm i3



November 10 1952 .

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35T STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.8 United States

submitted by. 777 .

and are of the opinion that it isNOT #28 but a reperfarated




Jack £. Molesworth
Philatelic  Broken

102 Weaeom
Boston 16, Massachuseits

December 28, 1852

Dear Stan,

I'm enclosing two unuced 10¢ 1656 imperfs
pius a used pair on piece, ‘I wculd aporeciate your
opinion @s to whether the t o unuscd on s have original
gum,

These two single: were originzlly in a ragged
pair which I severed to get the better mergined single
and trimmed and evened the morgins to improve the appear-
ance, Also there was a small picce of paper on the back
of the good margined copy vhich I carefully removed and
thereby smudged but preserved most of the gum. It was
- located at the lower left corner on the back which was
also the end(right) of the pair before it was severed.

I mention this only to indicute vhy the gum on the bztter
copy 1s somewh t less fresh than on the cut in copy tho
they were both part of the pair originally, The used
pair has a part of the paper off the back showing the
same dark glossy original gum vhich proves to my sutis-
facticn that the other two have originzl gum too. I'm
convinced the gum is original and huve the single scld

as such but the client wanted the P,F, tc o.k., it. They
Just replied with the eheclocs=d cert., claiming it is re-
gummed.

If you feel this is o.g. 2s 1 beleve you will
please write me & separate letter on it, just the wide
margined single, as I would like to uce it in resubmitting
the stamp to the P.IF. for z review of their opinion,

It eeems ac if the P,F, is bucoming qgiite in-
sane and a menace to philately, I am frank.y considering
legal action to put them at lcast temporarily ut of cus-
iness bused on their obvious negligence and lack of know-
ledge., Enclosed is a photostit of cert, they recently
issed on & 728 sold from my stock to Huber by w..other dealer,
It is utterly absurd, esp. since the stamp wasa bcautiful
rich color caref.lly checked by me under the ultravioclet
light. Lust week they returned a beaufiul #1 of mine soid
by same dealer to Huber with statement it was a #3, sgain
utterly absurd as any 10 yerr old kid ean rv=:u the cat. znd
see the difference bet@een the two; it is definitely #¥1 ~ith
full o.g. to boot., I'll send you & photcstat of this cert.




as\soon as I cun g:t one, uut can't seuna the original as
f 1t 1s going Y'ck to the P,t, for & r-view cfopinion and
must be there by Jan, ndXXXXINKEXEHEXBX.,

Then to top the abov off I had a beautiful ¢
Pun American Invert sold subject tc their o.. and they
r plied that it was a lithographed counterfeit. I aon't
claim to be an expert, but surely believs I can tell the
difference between =& iithogr-ph and an engraving., #lso,
the stemp 1s Fx-Col. Green Collection, was in Cole's hands
for two months during which he offered it to my client but
at too high 2 price prior to my getting it, and hius since
the P.F.'sopinion bezen ~xpertised as genuine by Dan Kell-
eher who said he would buy it in spite of their opinion.
Agaln this has to get back by Jan.®nd so I can't send it
on to you as I woulu like to, but will try to g«t you &z
photostat of the cert, if you like.

If this keep up I'll have no alternative but to
go to court to stop their criminal actions., Am I becoming
unduly disturbed or do you feel I should do something?

With egards,
—  Jar At
P.S. Please return this photostat;it is all I have.

/




No.4Q18

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 3574 STREET
NEW YORK [6, N.Y

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item. 82 United States

1847, 5¢, red brown. #l, of which a_photograph

ﬁf/

For The Expert Committe

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

QCEEEEEE X LMNOCPORSTUVWXY




No.4Q18

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35T STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.& Unlted States

For The Expert (‘,()mmitl:

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
[ JABCODEFGH UKL MNOPOGRBTUVWXY




THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35th STREET
NEW YORK 16, N. Y

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item & United States .
1851, 10¢, green, uncancelled, of which a

_photograph 1s afflixed below

submitted by

and are of the opinion that it is regunmed

For The Expert Committee

THE PHILATELIC FQ_UNOATIDN ///
[JABCOEFGHI JKLMNO PO RBTUV /z/_\
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December 8

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 35th STREET
NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item & _United States .
_1851, 10#, green, uncancelled, of which a
.photograph 1s afflxed below --=-:

submitted by

and are of the opinion that it is regunmed --

// W7
For The Expert Commi

ttee
THE PHILATELIC FQUNDATION
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................... November 10 1952 .

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
22 EAST 357 STREET
NEW YORK 16, N.Y

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the attached item.8 United States

b Ll L L T e ————

submitted by. 77" - e T e

and are of the opinion that it is NOT #28 but a reperforated
COPY Of #76 =-emmemee e e

- - - - -
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Re: Goodkind and the P. F. etc.,

_ : Fe I never saild the guh was
BZRA L. - 7=  phoney on that 10¢ pair. My remarks were that it had gum but as
: X“Sh” T understood it the question was: Was it"0.G". I am perfectly

ﬁbQ;Lﬁéf" willing to admit that this is a technical question but if the

- __ gum has been monkeyed with or some supplied or tampered with, is
o%ﬁ@é-ékj it original gum?
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Jan. 2, 1953.

My, J. David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear lave:

Thanks very much for yours of the 26th with check for $20.00 to
be applied on your subscription to my Service. You are quite correct, this
gives you a credit of $80.00 for the 1952-53 Series.

Congratulations on the two rare 1847 covers that you recently ac-
quired. I have known both of them for quite a long time. I sold the
Stockton cover to John Fox when he was here in September with the Meroni
collection but did nmot deliver it to him until his return from his western
trip. It is & very rare and desirable item.

Re - the cover to Heidelberg, Germeny. This was in the C.R. Hurd
collection back in the middle 1920's and when he sold his collection thru Dan
Kelleher on Jan. 11, 1928, it was Lot 180. It had a write-up in the A.P,,
Vol. 41, page 441. In those days students of early U. S. really didn't know
very much about U, S. foreign rates or markings - routes - ete. This was
simply a cover to Germany with a K. R. marking. However, it was recognized
as quite a scarce item and it brought cuite a good price for that period, I
suppose Phil Ward bought it for Henry Gibson as it was in the Gibson sale by
Werd on June 14-15, 1944 (Lot 31)., Harry Keffer purchased it and no doubt
sold it to Meroni. I don't seem to have any record that it wes in any sale
between 1944 and 1952, It is among the rarest of 1847 covers. As I reeall,
there is no evidence of the actual yeer use, but if 'so, will you please advise
me. 7This letter went direct by American Packet to the Free City of Bremen.
The U, S, paid the rate, viz., - U.5, internal 10¢ plus ?4¢ sea to Bremen.
Thus the 35¢ paid was a 1¢ overpay. The markine "/‘merica - Uber Bremen" was
German applied, and meant - From America to Bremen. The "PAID PART" meant
that the postage was only paid to Bremen, not beyond. The "16" and the "1 1/3"
are German merkings and I am not informed regardineg their meaning.

I have no record as to where this cover originated but it was mailed
direct with the Mail Route Agent on the line of the Michigan Central R.R.,
hence required a rate of 10¥ to New York. My guess ie that the use was pro-
bably in April 185 or 1851 - probably the latter.

Incidentally, this ecover should not be confused with "Retaliatory Rate"
covers of the period prior to 1849, :

Two stcamers performed the American Packet Service to Bremen, viz: The
"Washington" and the "Hermann" - the former placed in service in July 1847, the
latter in 1848, A third stesmer, the Franklin, was added to the Bremen Line in
1850. This mail contract was with the "Ocean Steam Navigation Co." and the
service was monthly between New York and Bremen,
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#2. Mr, J. David Baker - Jan. 2, 1953,

1 have a Railroad Guide of 1852 and the railroad at that time was
celled the "Central H.,R." I suppose the mail route was called the "Michigan
Central Reil Route.®™ The road in 1852 was built as far west as New Buffalo -
219 miles from Detroit. It ran thru Ann Arbor - Jackson - Marshall - Bettle
Creek - Niles - etec. - same as the route today. I suppose your letter
originated at some point on this road west of Detroit.

I believe the above will about cover the prinecipal data on your new
addition.

With best wishes to Hugh and you -

Cordially yours,



Jan. 3, 1953.

' r.J. David Baker,
3909 North Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Dave:

I am today in receipt of the January 3rd issue of Gossip and
note it has an article on the "Bremen Line." I am not sure that all
the statements made by the author wre correct. I believe he was
under the impression that the Ocean Steam Navigation Co., the company
that operated the "Bremen Line" was a German owned cofipany. He stated
that this company operated out of Bremerhaven. The Company was incor-
porated by the New York legislature and was American owned. When its
ten years mail contract expired it is my recollection that it went out
of business, I believe that I stated in my letter yesterday that it
gwned the "S.S.Franklin."” This was an error as it only operated the two
steamships - the "Washington" and "Hermann."

With regards -

Sincerely yours,




