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A New Discovery

James S. Hardy (Clearwater, Florida)
reports “a new discovery” in the form of
a pair of 12-cent stamps (U. S. 1851) on
a letter from New York City addressed

to Sheffield, England. The letter went to
- Boston from New York, and the pair of
12-cent 1851 stamps are tied, thrice—
struck “U. S. EXPRESS MAIL AUG.
29 N. Y.” in black circle, one and three-
sixteenths of an inch diameter. The cover
also bears a red “19” as well as “Pr.
America” (ship name), in Ms., also the
“PAID — AMERICA — Liverpool —
1.1 54—F. A.” with the Sheffield Receiv-
ing Mark on the back and “Boston Br.
Pkt.” circle.

The U. S. Express Mail marking is
listed as known on the 10-cent stamp of
1851, as well as the 5- cent stamp of the
series and, in the opinion of Laurence
Mason, authorlty on markings, the “new
discovery” is a rare item.
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John Luff Awards

The American Philatelic Society took
action on the question of recognition for
philatelic research and service to philately
by establishing the John Luff Awards.
This was done at the convention in 1939,
in San Francisco. The awards are in
three classes:

(1) $250 for distinguished philatelic
research.

(2) $100 for exceptional contributions
to philately or to the good of the A. P. S.
in other particulars.

(3) $50 for helpful publicity for the
A. P. S. or for philately in general.

The awards are to be made every two
years subject to the decisions of the com-
mittee. The first awards will be made at
the A. P. S. convention in Buffalo, in
August, 1940. Any A. P. S. member may
make nominations to the committee im-
mediately and the committee shall nomi-
nate to the President not later than June
1, 1940.

President Flower has appointed the fol-
lowing committee :—Eveleen W. Severn,
Beverly, Mass., Chairman ; Richard McP.
Cabeen, Chicago, J11.; Bertram W. H.
Poole, Los Angeles; William C. Michaels,
Kansas City, Mo.; Harry L. Lindquist,
New York City; Rafael D. Alexander,
San Salvador, Central America; Robson
Lowe, London, England. The committee
will appreciate having nominations sent
for each of the classes as soon as possible.



PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND 54TH STS.
NEwW YORK. N. Y.

November 27, 1939

Stenley B. Aghbrook, Esq.,
434 S, Grend Ave.,
Fort Thomeas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Aghbrook:

I have been giving a great deel of thought to your letter of the 22nd and
have been racking my brain for certain things in regerd to the plating of
the 10¢ 1847,

I feel quite certein that Perry must have owned or had access to at least a
pert sheet of the plate proofs with "Specimen" overprint. I recall that about
1928 a Mr. Grauscher approached me and mentioned that he had had some handling
of proof sheets of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847, He wes quite a serious student, but
at the time my knowledge of the English language was not sufficient for me to
teke edvantege of everything he explained to me in the matter,

Grauscher is no longer alive but I em trying to contact some of his friends

and perhaps I can dig up some more informetion on the subject., I have had a
number of conversetions with Perry and from everything that has taken place

I do not feel that he could have accomplished his plating without the aid of
proofs. About the things mentioned to you in this regerd I have been given

a chence at these items and I find they are not the original proofs but what
I am looking for may yet turn up.

* I remember that when I was building the Weekes Collection Mr., Beal, of whom
you mey perheps have heard, weas in the habit of offering me & great many
things. Beel was & serious collector. His activities were concentrated on
the speculative angle. I did, however, buy many ocean mail cancellations
end such things from him, He was a friend of Perry's end if my memory serves
me correctly they were both in the office together at one time and one of the
two offered me sheets of the 5¢ end 10¢ '47 Specimen proofs. As I cen see now
I was very foolish in turning them down.

Bgal died about a year and a half ago and all his holdings have been kept
intect by his widow, At one time I telephone her;, but met with such a cold

. Treception that it was useless to prosecute the matter any further. I am going
to try through Beal's brother to have the opportunity of looking over his
holdings, It is not impossible that something of interest mey turn up.

I have no doubt that we can get to the bottom of this subject. If you hed a
projector of the type we are using in the Laboratories I have no doubt you could
save & good deal of eyestrain in the work you have been doing. We have perfect-
ed a process of projection that gives such remarkeble results that it is hard

to find words to describe it. We have to make certain mechanical changes on

the projector but they are more or less simple and when completed it will be



Stenley B. Aghbrook, Esg. Pege 2. November 27, 1939

possible to show not only singles, but pairs, blocks and even complete
sheets without secrificing any of the detail,

I think the time has now come for co-operation in trying to educate the bulk
of collectors to a true appreciation of their stamps., The means are at hand
for meking philetelists out of stamp collectors.

I trust by this time you have received the Government pamphlets on peper
end I hope you will find them of some use.

With kindest personel regerds, I am
Yours sincerely,

Y. SOUREN CO,

SY;:bs



PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND 54TH STS.
NEwW YoRrK. N. Y.

December 5, 1939

Stanley B. Ashb;Bok, Esq.,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Mr., Aghbrook:
Your letter of the 4th is et hand,

I rather expected thet after reading the article in Mekeel's
you would put your feelings into the very words you did. In
writing as I did I was certein your head would not be turned

by my simple expression of praise, However, I want you to

know that I have not chosen to flatter you. The primary purpose
of the erticle was to bring forth the truth.

It has been my thought to some day write a book on my activities
as a steamp dealer and should I do this you will learn that during
the year 1927 efter & hard fight against certain injustices done
me your booklet came into my hands, and this alone saved me from
going a la "Toasty." The reading end studying of your writingw
has given me an incentive to attempt to follow your example. It

» hes alweys puzzled me as to how you accomplished as much as you
have, and I realize only too well the time end labor that has
gone into your extensive research. Every time I turn the pages
of your books they instill me with confidence and the desire to
do my little bit for the well-being of Philately.

When you write about your limitetions you can well imegine how
hopeless ere my own end I think it best not to go into that subject
unless I want to lose confidence in myself completely. Ypu certainly
heve done much for Philately and it is time that someone has come

out and said so.

I note that you will reply to my letter regarding the 104 1847
plate proofs and I look forward to receiving same,

With kindest personal regards, I am
@incerely yours,

Y. SOUREN CO,

SY:ss



Si‘amps September 23,

A Few Notes About the
Brown Collection
ATALOGING of the Brown
collection presented many diffi-
cult problems and an immense
amount of labor.

Due to the unsettled conditions in
Europe there was no opportunity to
read and correct proofs; so there are
a few minor corrections which should
be noted. Lot #1959 is incorrectly
captioned. This is not a Pony Ex-
press cover, although it is a rare
Western Express postal marking.
The lots 253-271 inclusive were not
examined by S. B. Ashbrook, as
stated in the catalog. The listing as
to plating was based on notes con-
tained in the Brown collection, which
were assumed to have been done by
Ashbrook as he examined many of
the Brown stamps. However, Stan-
ley Ashbrook says that he did not
examine these particular stamps so
the correction is made for the record.

10c 1851 With Big Shift

Two of the gems of the collection
are not illustrated in the auetion
catalog. Lot 222, the rare 1lc blue,
type 1, Scott’s #30. This is one of
the finest copies of this stamp in ex-
istence.

Lot 549, the 10c 1851 with the
big shift. This is certainly one of
the finest items in the sale and one
of the great mysteries of plating.
Ezra D. CoirE.




CATALOGUE
Wednesday, October 25, 1939

2.30 P. M.

1 X1 UNITED STATES, Postmasters, Baltimore, Envelopes,
1845, 5¢+5¢ blue on white, entire, Buchanan Ms. sig-
nature, addressed to Mrs. Gilbert Rogers Jr., Washing-

ton, D. C., extremely rare (only 2 or 3 known), very

fine (3XU7) Est.1500.00

2 % — — New Haven, Envelopes, 1845, 5¢ red, unsigned Re-
print, one inch margins all sides, very fine (8XU1)Est. 25.00

LOTS FOR INSPECTION

will be submitted on request, provided such lots are returned on day
of receipt with postage, registration and insurance both ways. Col-
lectors unknown to us should supply satisfactory references. Early

application appreciated.

Page 7
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— New York, 1845, 5¢ black on white, cover to Phil-
adelphia, Nov. 21, 1845, lightly pen stroked, large mar-
gins on three sides, red postmarks and large blue “R”
(Recorded), very fine (9X1a) 75.00+
— — — 5¢ black on white, cover (face and partial
back) to Lille (France), rare foreign use, Sept. 29,
1845, blue pen stroke, French, English &c. postmarks,
very fine (9X1a) 75.00-+
— — — 5c¢ black on white, cover to Bennington, Vt.,
Nov. 18, 1846, variety bottom frame line recut, blue
pen stroke, red postmarks, very fine (9X1c) 110.00 ~
1862, 2¢, horiz. half used with 2¢ as 3c rate on small
cover at White Hall, N. Y., 2¢ (tied to envelope) ties
bisect, rare and very fine (73c) 600.00
— 24c gray lilac, printed on both sides, cover to Ger-
many, tied with blue canc. large DPO, magenta post-
mark SUMMERFIELD, ALA., various colored post-
marks, extremely rare (only 3 copies known), very

fine (78d) 2000.00 +
1867, 3¢, Z grill (11x14), good coloi, 0. g., one of the
finest copies known (85¢) 250.00
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November 21, 19%9.

llr. 8tanley B. Ashbrook,
434 8outh Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

My dear Stan':

"Jes® hol' yer hosses a minit! fCause eff'n you let 'em
rar' 'm pitech like 'at sump'n might happen to dis yer Texas stamp.

"Come January' it will be two years that I first heard of
this Austin stamp. Ezra Cole sent me a photograph of the cover, in-
timatin: that Fred Green was connected with it, and that he thought
it a fake, suggesting at the same tiwme that no mention be made of it
until more &nformation would develop. Complying with his wishes, I
filed letter and photograph and waited. In faect, I had all but for-
gotten about it, remembering only the iupression "in the back of my
haid" that I agreed with Cole: that it was a fake. . .

Then came the July issue of the TTexas Philatelist edited
by Flick--and a pretty reliable man. Do you know him? I read his ar-
ticle, and recognized the illustration as the same sent me by Cole.
Then I wrote to Flick. I wanted to know more about it than the story
told. I wanted to know if there were other copies of the Austin on
cover--"where, when, what and now" That "put it up to" Flick, and he
proceeded to go into aetion in true Texgn fashion. He got three more
of 'em and sent me cover and photos. The rest is briefly told in my
story in the last number of the Review. It remains now to amswer your
"doubt-questions'

Let me first state that, before I saw the "Exhibits" I was
as sure as you are (possibly morerso) that this cover was a fake. I
have been fairly well convinced to the contrary. I1'll take your "ob-
jections" ad seriatim. (Get the carbon of your letter to me.)

1.--0dd position of the stamp on the cover--expected to be
ih the right upper corner. Well, 8tan, you'll admit that this is an
unimportant matter at best, and debatable, since we have found a few
Confederate stamps pasted on carelessly--out o' position. Te offset
the carelessness on this Clark cover, the stamps on the other three
. covers are in the right upper corner all right, and tied.

2 .--Probably it "does not make sense'" that the Austin Post-
master should stamp up a lot of paper and eut it into squares and in
that manner make "postage stamps” But since a lot of other Postmas-
ters did this identical thing (Abingdon, Va., Independence, Tex., New-
nan, Geo., Spartanburg, 5. C. and Talladega, Ala.) I wouldn't eondemn
the Texan for following suit.
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- the other fellows whom I enumerated did. I see nothing unusual abdut
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Inasmuzh as four (and possibly five) of these adhesives on
covers are in Texan collections--all with the.authentic postmark and
of different datings (which precludes an "electro" faking) and writ-
ten by different parties (no two handwritings alike), and addressed
to different persons. I don't see how we can '"get around" that--do you?

The funniest thing about this stamp.is, that it has been known
among the Texans for several years, but no one made a "to-do" about it,
because they thought everybody else knew the stamp, because it has long
been in Scott's Catalog——where every Texan ecollector (except Flick, who
got into a controversy with Schumacher)over it) believed it was listed
as both Envelope and Adhesive. Scott had omitted to state whether it
was an envelope or an adhesive! And I am sure you do not question the
authenticity of the Envelope of the identical type. There are too many
of them to permit of doubt. Well, when that Postmaster's stock of en-
velopes run out, he simply handstamped a lot of "adhesives'--just as

that--do you?

As a matter of fact, Texas has given us more real Provisionals
than any other single State in the Confederacy, and, because they were
s0 "remote from base" (Richmond), this seems quite logical and "under-
standgble? While we ean hardly expect these Texans to resurrect the
war-time Postmaster for questioning--if they produce four different co-
vers, of different datings, and different addressings, I think they've
come nearer proving their case than several others that have been taken
into the catalogs.

Just for the sake of curiosity, write to Flick, and ask him to
send you these Austin covers for inspection. You don't need any refer-
ence—-1 believe these Texans know you--and then, after you've given the
subject a thorough test, let me know how you feel about it. I've hever
claimed to be an "expert" but, being a printer and an engraver, I think
I can come pretty nearly detecq a counterfeit handstamp or postmark, and
these Austins--both handstamp and postmarks are authentic.

Re: your straight-line "PRISONER" handstamped cover from Wilming-
ton: it's a '"mew one" on me. I have made a tracing of it, and will in-
clude it in my "Confederate Notes" (though not in fact "Confederate")
in my next little Bulletin to Cdllectors of Confederates, whiech I hope
to send out from time to time. Thanks for letting me see it.

In the matter of the "Camp Dennison) I will add to this letter
in the morning, when I get back to the shop, where I have my Catalog
with all notations for the revised edition, to come out early next year.
I recall some one sending me information on this marking, and I made a
careful note of it, to be used in the revised edition. Good night.
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Wednesday Morning.

: Concluding my last night's letter, I am referring to the "Shop
Copy" of the Dietz Catalog, wherein I make all notes for the next
edition. Turning to page 144, "Camp Dennisony I find this notation:

"A copy of this handstamp was submitted by Mks. Horatio Hughes,
Charleston, £5.C., dated Nov. 18, 1864. The letter enclosed seems to
indicate that Camp Dennison was merely a concentration point for Nor-
thern troops, and not a prison camp at the time. Further information
is sought! Also the notation: "Camp was near Cincinnati, O%

A1l this seems to eorroborate your statements concerning the na-
ture of the place, and will mean that in the next edition of our Cata-
log "Camp Dennison" and the illustration wihll be left out.

I think this covers the various subjects in your letter. I hope
you will write to Mr. Flick--get those Austin covers—-—-examine them
carefully--and then let me have your reaction. Remember--¥hen I £irst
saw the photograph of this one cover, my reaction was the same as yours.
The best proof of this is in the fact that for nearly two years I paid
no attention to it. I'll admit, too, that Green's connection with it
(at least, I was told he had a hand in its sale) sort o' "set me against
it"--until I learned that three or four more covers were in Texan mol-
lections--their origin (that is, where and when and by whom found) es-
tablished, and the people still living--when I learned all this, and
had Flick submit the evidence, I could no longer withhold recognition.

, I trust you're well and busy. We are "up to the neck" in publish-
ing, and I am glad to be Relieved of the REVIEW.

Best regards and good wishes!

Sincerely:



R. J. MECHIN
ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY
EDWARDS, N. Y.

December 2,1939.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Many thanks for your letter of November 23rd. I was very much inter—
ested in your remarks re the mails from Panama and Chagres going to
New Orleans as I had had the idea(for no good reason)that hardly any
regular mail steamers from those points went to New Orleans but practic-
ally all went direct to New York, I guess my philatelic motto will have
to be, "Live and learn with Ashbrook"} I'm also glad to have the infor-
mation on the rarity of the N.Y."STEAMSHIP 20 Cts."and undoubtedly I am
very lucky in this particular matter as all that correspondence I sent
you came to me FROM London yet was all addresses to don Felipe and don
Luis Molina (brothers) in the U.S.! How it got to England I have no
idea.

I don't think that there is any doubt as to how mail from Costa Rica
got from Punta de Arenas (now called Puntarenas) to Chagres; it went in
any old ship which came along until 1856 when the first contract route
was established for a regular series of trips with stops at many coast
towns as far north as San Jose” in Guatemala;this handling of the mails was
subsidized by the Central American Republice and while it had been
ageitated for sometime it was really brought to a conclusion by the "hell"
Walker raised with those countries,mainly Costa Rica and Nicaragua,during
his gaudy career in the latter. Since the early days of the Republic
Costa Rica had tried for a mail and trade route to the east coast to be
independent of this circuitious route down the west coast and across
the isthmus, There was no love lost between Costa Rica and Colombia ahd
when Panama got hold of that part of Colombia which is now Panama (the
republic of) this lack of "love" continued and still does as witness the
arguemnet still going on as to where the boﬁrder is} There was a feeble
attempt in 1811 to establish a route going thru David to Panama for mail
etc.but it came to little and then along came the movement for independence
in 1821 and this completely "blew" that up. Costa Rica then turned its
attention to a direct route to the Atlantic,much the same as now follow=
ed by the R.R.to Limon,and even spen$ a great deal of money,for them, to
establish the port of Moin, Well to make a long story short the Caribs
surged on by the English, plus the jungle route after leaving the mountains,
plus malaria finished off this praject and the port of Moin was abandoned.
The next effort was thru San Jose down the Sarapiqui River to the San Juan
River to Greytown. This was kept in use for a long time in spite of
Nicaragua making every effort to himder such efforts by charging extra afen
Costa Rican mails and slapping on other duties,ets., Costa Rica had always
sand with justific.tion, claimed an egual share in the San Juan River. Of
course, Walker put a stop to the use of this route during his fwars" dut
it was again in use after he was "knocked off", It was not,however, very
practical as a freight route altho much mail from ZEurope and the States
came in that way; the reslut was that most of the mail continued to go
down the west coast until the R.R.was completed to ELimon. Unless one
“reads up" a bit on Costa Rican history it is hard to ®ealize how completly

isolated they were zgg;zgggg. Most of their trade was with England and ag
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ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY
EDWARDS, N. Y.

Stan Ashbrook el Dec+2,1939.

you know "time" means nothing in those countries altho Costa Rica is

by far the most progressive of any of the Central American countries and
also as you probably know is the "whitest" by far; they are NOT a mixture
of everything under the sun as is the case with most of those Latin Amer-
ican countries,

Well I think I'd better sign off or you!ll be wishing you had never
given me a 1lift! I have endless data on the Costa Rican postsl history
backed up by facts and I hope sometime to get it in shape to publish in
the CoCoP, if they still want it.

I'm glad you're getting some results from the cold shote and I feel
sure you will be satisfied to have teken them, based upon my own exper—
ience.

Again many thanks Stan, for 211 your kindnesses,

Most sincerely.




"THE HON, EDWiIN DENNLSON MORGAN"

1811 -~ 1883

3*
*
"A short history of Gov, Morgan is as follows:

Born in 1811, at Washington, Berkshire Co. Mass,

When he was 17 (1828) he went to Hartford, Conn., where
he entered the store of his uncle, Nathan Morgan, with whom he
became & partner in 1832 in the grocery business, In 1832, he
was a member of the Hartford City Council, .

In 1836 he moved to New York City, where he established
himself in business and became a successful merchant,

State Senator 1849~ 1855.

Vice~President of the Republican National Convention
(1st Convention of the Republican Party) that met in Pittsburg,
Feb, 22, 1856,

Chairman of the Republican National Committee from 1856 to

Elected Gov, of New York in 1858 and reelscted in 1860,

During his term, the state debt was reduced, an increase
in Canal revenue was made, 223,000 troops were sent from New York
to the army, and New York Harbor was put in a state of defence,

At the expiration of his term as Governor, he was elected
to the U, S. Senate as a Republican, serving from March 1863 to
March 1869,

He opened the proceedings of the Baltimore Convention of

In 1865, he declined the office of Secretary of Treasury
offered him by President Lincoln,

In 1872, he was Chairman of the National Republican
Committee, and conducted the successful campaign that resulted
in the second election of General Grant,

Was Republican candidate for U. S. Senator in 1875 and for
Gov. of New York State in 1876,
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In 1881, President Arthur offered him the portfolio of
Secretaryof the Treasury, which he declined owing to his advanced
age,

He gave more then {200,000 to the N,T.Union Theological
Seminary and the Williams College Library buildings, also 100,000
for a dormitory at Williams, and his bequests for charitable and
religious purposes were about 800,000 dollars,

He died in New York City, Feb, 14, 1883, £ 3

e
w®

.
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"Extracts from en address delivered by

Mr. Edward S, Enapp

before

The New York Historical Societx

1936,"

3%
*

THE MORGAN CORRESPONDENCE

The finding of the Gov, Edwin Dennison Morgan
Correspondence was more good luck than good management,

When I was married in 1903, my wife and I used to pay
week-end visits at the home of Mr, and Mrs, E., D. Morgan at
Westbury, L. I, and we practically had an open invitation to
go down and stay at their house, known as "Wheatley" any time
we wanted to,

it was then that I first met Mr, E., D, Morgan, well=-
known in hunting cireles, and still more so as a yachtsman,
being the head of the syndicate that bullt and sailed the
yacht "Columbia" in the International races against the two
English yachts, Shamrock I and II.

In my frequent visits to Wheatley, I came to know MNr,
Morgan intimately., He was a most delightful and cultivated
gentleman, with a sense of humor that was priceless, He had
travelled extensively, told amusing tales on a variety of
subjects and was one of the most attractive men I ever met,

He was the grandson of Edwin Dennison Morgan, Governor
of the State of New York from 1858 to 1862, two terms, who then
went to Washington as Republican Senator, which office he held
wntil 1869, Before being Governor he had been a State Senator,

Our visits to the Morgans after about 19208 or 1909 became
less freguent, as our children grew up and we had summer places
of our own but the name "E,D,Morgan" was one that I naturally
¢ould never forget,

That's the prologue to my story,

It was sometime about 1912 that I began to collect post-
age stamps intensively - 1 had collected them before that, but
more on the principle of a child'!s collection - just to rill the
spaces in & printed album, In 1912 I began to see the interest
of stemps on the original letters and to realize rarity of letters
bearing the earliest stamps of our country, and, as time went on,
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l-accumulated quite a fair lot of United States stamps on the
original letters, although none of the reaily Very rare stamps,
as I couldn't afford to buy them, I did, however, know what

the rarer stamps looked like, from pictures in various stanmp
magazines, Or even an occasionsl view of & real one in some bilg
collection, - One stamp that always had an appeal to me was the
Postmasters stamp of the City of 5t, Louis, Missouri, with the
design showing the two bears on it, Here let me digress a little
and tell you briefly what a "Postmaster's Stamp" is,

- ‘Prior to 1840, all letters were merely handstamped, and
the amount paid for carrying the letter was usually written in,
There were no stamps, Then England introduced the prepayment of
mail by an adhesgive label or stamp with a picture of Queen
Vietorie on it, known as the "Penny Black" from its value and
color, ;

We, in the United States, had no stamps issued by the
Government, until 1847, but Postmasters in some towns and citles,
seeing that it would facilitate the business of their offices, had
special stamps printed at their own expense and good as prepay-
ment of postage on letters posted in their own town only, Such *
was the St, Louls Postmaster'!s stamp, issued in November 1845 by
John M, Wimer, the P,M., They were engraved to represent the
Missouri coat-of-arms, To still further digress, I will say that
the Black Bear was one of the important articles of trade in
early Missouri days, Thousands of skins were sent from the little
fur-trading post of St. Louls, by flatboat to New Orleans and
thence, by salling ships to Europe, and the bearskin hats of
Napoleon's grenadiers were made by the French from bearskins from
this vicinity, :

So, to come back abruptly to our story of the E,D,Morgan
correspondence, somebtime about ten years ago, I came across an
illustration of an old letter sheet with a most beamntiful copy of
the St., Louls Bear stamp and I cut it out of the paper and lock~
ing at it later, noticed that the letter was addressed

"E. D, Morgan
Merchant
New York,"

Even then, I dadn't quite connect up this E,D,Mergan with
the E, D, Morgan of Westbury that I knew, as the date was 1846,
which was before my Mr, Morgan was born, but I did figure 1t as
someone of his ancestors and wondered who had ever found the
correspondence, ]

I carried the illustration with me for maybe & year or so,
and one day I took it out when I was in a stemp dealers shop and
gshowed it to the dealer, asking if he happened to know the history
of the finding of the Mergan correspondence,

(For reasons that are obvious, I withhold the rezl names

of parties involved in this part of the story and we will call the
dealer "Mr, Smith" and the actual finder "Mr, McGinty")

It was in about 1886 (Gov., E. D. Morgean had died in 1883,
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and it was & year or so after that) that McGinty found the
correspondence,

He was an unusual character, was McGinty-- He always
wore a silk hat and a frock coat and had an air of gentility,
that gquite completely deceived anycne that didn't know him
intimately, and he had such a "flare" for nosing out old
letters, that the dealers of thet day saild they thought he
"must be able to smell them", Anyway, he, in some way, got
acguainted with the janitor of the building, where the firm of
E, D, Morgan & Co, had thelr office, and through the janitor, .
met one of the old clerks of the firm and found out from him
that the old letters were there in the building, sorted away
according to year, in boxes up on the rafters of the office,
each box having a year date on it, Possibly the old Morgan clerk
needed the money, although details will never be known, but, at
any rate, MeGinty got access to those boxes and each night for
several weeks he was able to go over the contents and take out
what he chose, leaving in the early morning hours, before the
clerks of the firm arrived, As he found rare things, he took them
to Smith, the dealer, who disposed of the letters among his
customers and turned over to McGinty his share of the proceeds. .
McGinty had just about made & compleste job of it, when one night
he and the o0ld clerk were surprised by the untimely arrival of a
member of the firm, who came down for something he had forgotten
at the office, As you will suppose, there was a scene, McGinty
was ejected and the clerk lost his job, but MecGinty had picked
well -~ he knew his stamps and he had taken practically every one
of any real value,

A little story on MeGinty, throws additional light on his
unusual character: One day he came to Smith for money that was
owed him for some things just sold, Smith gave him $400 in cash,
that he drew from the bank, That evening Smith was walking on a
street uptown, when he ran across NMcGinty with a beautiful jag
on and he had to give him 5 dollars to help him get home as he had
spent every cent of the 400 dollars he had given him in the morning,
It is needless to tell you that McGinty liked liguor - Booze and
the ladies were his besetting sins, and although his ideas on
honesty were questionable, he was a genius in his ways of lccating
old and rare stamps,

After I had heard this story, while I did realize that
the correspondence was that of the grandfether of my friend Mr,
Morgan, I figured that McGinty had cleaned it out and that there
could be nothing worth while left, so I tried to forget it and
succeeded, until one day about six years ago, when I got thinking
it over and figuring that maybe MeGinty missed something or maybe
he hadnt't quite had time to finish, and that there was a chance
for me, either way,

So, in 1927, 1 called on Mr, Morgan at his office and,
saying nothing of the McGinty story, asked him what I had ever
become of Gov. Morgan's correspondence, He knew that 1 was in-
terested in stamps, and I mentioned that there might be things
of value there that I would like to get and that it might be well
worth while., He agreed to try and locate the boxes, which he
supposed were stored away in some warehouse, A week later he
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called me on the gelephone and told me that, upon inquiry of

one of the old clerks, he had found that the lot had been

looted years ago and that one of the trusted men of the firm

had been caught in the act and discharged as a result, and

that he could find no record of what had become of the boxes

.of letters and that they had probably been destroyed, He also .
said, glthough L paid little attention to it at the time, that

if he ever did get track of them he would let me know,

Nothing further happened until last Spring one day,
when Nrs, Morgen came to lunch with my wife at our house, .She
conveyed the message that the missing boxes had been discovered
in a storeroom in their estate at Westbury, that she would have
them moved into an o0ld squash court that was not being used, and
that ‘when I moved down to the country in May, 1 was at liberty
to look them over, When they were moved there, nobody seems to
remember, but when I walked into the squash court on May 15th
last, there were the big wooden cases, each with a year date on
it - the dates from 1843 to 1859 were missing, but I found most
of the letters of those years in the other boxes and there were
some boxes without dates that had jumbles of letters in them,

v

I put 1in about a week of ten hour days loocking for stamps,
but at the end of that time, I realized that McGinty had done a
dandy job and that, as far as stamps were concerned, I would find
little or nothing, I found a few of the common 3¢ stamps of 1851
and 1887 and one little lot of the lg value, on clrculars that
had been overlooked, and there were revenues that had been left,
but that was all,

As I went through the bundies of letters, unfolding each
to be sure that there was no stamp on it, I was impressed with
the signatures of well known men that were on the letters and I
decided that L would try and put it together as a historical wunit,
if | could persuade Mr, Morgan to part with it, This I was able
to do, as no-one in his immediate family had either the urge or
the time that was necessary to: give to sorting and arranging the
letters, Add to this the fact that he considered me as sort of
a member of the family and that he knew that 1 was interested in
such things and 1 think you may see how he happened to let me have
them, I am quite positive no stranger could have ever gotten them,
and I am quite sure that they would have been destroyed if I had
not come into the picture,

Just now, the sorting of the Morgan letters 1s quite
incomplete, and 1t will probably take me a year or so before L can
get a real sequence out of it - portions of it haven't been ex-
amined at all and are still in the originel packages - I am only
occasionally reading the letters and even the unimportant ones
are intersesting, in that they show what a fine character Governor
Morgen was and what an active and well~balanced mind he had,

There are letters from the parents of boys who had gone
to the War, and from whom There had been no news for months;
from persons who had lost all their worldly goods because of the
War; from men and women who were out of luck in every conceiveble
way; from men who needed jobs, and from the big politicians, who
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were "playing the game".

The Governor had a courteous answer for all of these
(I have the letter copy-books with his letters in them) and he
generally paild more attention and took more trouvble with the
poor man's letters than with those of the well-tc-do, He comes .
up to my idea of what the word "Statesman" should mean,

Governor Morgan wes asked to be Sec, of the Treasury
by two different Presidents, of the uUnited States -~ Lincoln
asked him, in 1865, and Chester A, Arthur, in 1882 - In each
case he declined,

In addition to being the Governor of New York, Mr, Morgan
was the Chairman of the Republican National Committee, working
for the election of Abreham Lincoln in 1860,

What is more natural, then, than that he should confer with
Lincoln before the election, giving and asking advice as to what
was necessary for the success of the Republican cause,

Here is such an interchange of letters between them - °

Letter from Gov, E.D.,Morgan of New York to Lincoln

"Sept 17 (1860)
Private

Hon. A, Lincoln
My Dear Sir,

Within a few days I have heard fears expressed that
we are not likely to secure a majority of the Legislature of
41linois,  While the electoral Vote is deemed safe L would like
to be pretty fully advised of the true state of things in the
respect mentioned, We are doing well here and getting stronger
daily. Considerable however is yet to be done, but it will be done,

Very truly yours
E.D.Morgan"

To the above, Mr, Lincoln answered as follows:

"Springfield,ills,
Sep.20,18€60

Hon, E.D.Morgan
My Dear Sir,

Yours of the 17th is Just received - Here in 1llinois
we are precisely in the condition you seem to understand - safe,
as we think, on the National and State tickets, but in danger as to
the Legislature - How the National Committee can do anything in the
premises 1 do not quite understand; tho, on this point 1 would
refer to Mr, Judd, 1 shall confer with some friends and with you
again soon, seying no more now than that, in my opiniocn, no one
thing will do us so much good in Illinois, as the carrying of
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Indiana at the Qctocber election, The whole surplus energy of the
party throughout the nation, should be bent upon that object up
to the close of that election, 1 should say the same of
Pennsylvenia, were it not that our assurances seem So evident of
Curtin's election there,

If I might advise, 1 would say, bend all your energies upon
Indiana now, :

Yours very truly ,

A, Lincoln,"
¥The State of Indisna election referred to, was held

prior to the Presidential contest and resulted in the election of

‘a Kepublican legislature. -

I think the Lincoln letter may be classed as an important
one - It is entirely in Lincoln's handwriting and of course, signed
by him and covers about a page and a half of letter paper,

Being a strictly personal letter, I doubt that it is on
record anywhere, 3

There was another interchange in early 1861, as follows:
Letter from Gov, Morgan of New York to Lincoln

"Jan 19, 1861

His Excellency
Abraham Lincoln :
Prest., Elect of the U States

My dear Sir:

The period is nearly at hand when you will decide as to
the route you will take in your journey to the Seat of Govt, to
enter upon the discharge of the high duties for which you have
been most honorably chesen by the people of the United States.

Believing as I do that there will be at this season of the
year, less fatigue in travelling by the way of Buffalo, Albany
and New York than by any other route, I sccordinly recommend it.
I most cordially invite you to the Capital, and tender to you the
hospitality of the State, and of my home, and respectfully urge you
to arrange to spend at least one day in Albany, You are aware that
our Legislature will be in Session at that time, as it 1s now, but
you cannot realize the great satisfaction it will afford the :
members of the Legislature if this invitation shall be accepted,
But not to them niore than to your numerous friends in Albany and
vieinity, and yet to none more than to your friend and obedient
servt,

E.D.Morgan,"

A telegram to Gov. Morgan from Lincoln reads;

"To Gov. E.D.Morgan~- By telegraph from Springfield-
| Feb,4,1861



I expect to go by Albahy Will write
: A, Lincoln"

(This 1s on blank of the New York, Albany & Buffalo Telegraph Co,)

The letter from Lincoln to Gov, Morgan, answering his invitation and
referred to in the telegram, reads as follows; ’

"Springfield, I1l
Peby 4th 1861

ST

Your letter of the 30th ult, inviting me on behalf of the
Legislature of New York to pass through that State on my route to-
Washington, end tendering me the hospitalities of her authorities
and people has been ‘duly received., '

With feelings of deep gratitude to you and‘them, for this
testimonial of regard and esteem, I beg you to notify them that I
accept the invitation so kindly extended.

Your obt, Servt.
Aes Lincoln

His Excellency
E. D. Morgan
Governor of New York,

P.S. Please let ceremonies bée only such as to take the least time
possible, A,L," : :

(The letter itself is not in Lincoln's handwriting, but is signed
by him and the postscript and its "A.L." signature were written
by him) ‘

In connection with Lincoln's visit to Governor Morgan's home in
Albany there is a sweet little story that I want to tell you.

Governor Morgan had invited some of the important citizens
of Albany to meet the President -elect at dinner at his house, on
the evening of his arrival, and when the table was set, 1t was
discovered that there were thirteen places., That wouldn't do at
all, as 1t was considered bad luck and no doubt would disturb some
of the invited guests, and it was too late to ask anyone else, so
the Governor explainecd to the assembled company that he had set
a fourteenth place, so that they would not be thirteen at table,
and that his seven-yeéar-old grandson would occupy ites That grand-
son was my friend Mr, Morgan, and Lincoln was introduced to him, and
took a liking to the child, and requested that he be given a seat
next to him at table, which was done, In the course of the dinner
he talked with the youngster, and finally he asked him, "What woul&
you rather be than anything in the world?", to which young Morgan
answered at once, "I'd like to be & Colonel in the Army." "Well,"
ssid Lincoln, ,"Next week I shall be President of the United States,
and when I am, I will make you a Colonel in the Army," And, sure
enough, he did not forget it, and a week or so later, the commission
came from the War Department, signed by the Secretary of War and by
Abraham Lincoln himself, and the boy became a Colonel,
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I had this story direct from Mr, Morgan, the Colonel,
himself, Unfortunately the commission document has been mislaid or
loat, It may be existent somewheres, in the hands of some collector
of Lincolniana, If it is, I would certainly like to hear about it.

.

Governor Morgan's letter to Lincoln, congratulating him
on his Inaugural Address, is fine enough that I think you would like
to hear it, Written on the day after Inauguration, it reads as
follows, and is tasken from the Morgan letter-copy book, 3 M

"Narch 5, 1861

His Excellency
Abraham Lincoln

My Dear President

I cannot let one day pess without expressing to
you the satisfaction I have felt in reading end in considering
the Inaugural address, None can say, truvthfully, that they do mot
understand its meaning, Kind in spirit, firm in purpose,
National in the highest degree, the points are all well made and
the case is fairly stated and most honorably met. It cannot fail
to command the confidence of the North and the respect of the South,

I write in haste, but desired to say this much today,
In common with numerous friends, I have been trying for several
years to bring this Government back to the principles of the
Pathers, I now believe the last effort 1s a success,

Faithfully yours
. EeD.Morgan,”

Letter from Gov, E; D, Morgan of New York to Lincoln

"May 19 61 (N.Y.C,)
To His Excellency
Abrsham Lincoln
President of the United States

Sir,

Being temporarily in this city on Publiec business,
I avail myself of the opportunity to address you by Major General
Wadsworth, who leaves for Washington by this evening's train,
While I am unwilling to take any position that would have the
effect to repress the patriotic spirit, now displayed in this,
and other states, in support of the Nationeal Government, I never-
theless feel it to be my duty to do what lies in my power, both
for reducing the enormous expenses of the War, and preventing as
far as possible irregular and independant organizations from the
control and menagement of the Military affairs of the State, The
correspondence which has taken place, telegraphiec and otherwige,
between the Secretary of War and myself and especially my letter to
the Secy, of the 15th Inst. which I doubt not your Excellency has
seen, so fully explains how matters are understood by me, that I
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do not propose to add on that point, but it is very manifest to me,
and to other friends, that the authority which has been given to the
Union Defence Committee, to send fourteen regiments from the City
of New York to the Government of the United States, quite inde-
pendant and irrespective of the Executive of New York, cannot fail
to result in confusion and serious disaster, Already one regiment
(the 14th) has left the State and that without any semblance of
authority from the Commander in Chief, an indirect v1olation of the
Militia Law of the State,

More of this is sure to follow; we shall all feel the hamm
and I cannot for one refuse to raise my voice against it, An effort
has been and will continue to be made to get the 38 regiments into
and ready for at once, which regiments have been organized
within the last thirty (30) days; many of them will leave New York
the present week and all will be placed in condition to meet. the
necessities of the Government with all the dispatch the case will
admit of, The expense for these Regiments, requiring everything
as they do, will be large, and necesserily increased from the
dispatch required. If more are needed, I pray you consider whether
they ought not to be received through the regularly constituted
authorities of the State, P

General Wadsworth will state the case fully, more so than I
can write it in this hurried moment, I may not possess authority
to control men from New York, who volunteer into the service of the
National Government direct, but I certainly ought to possess authority
over the Military Regiments of the State, one of which left (as
above) last night and three more propose to move in the same manner
immediately, assigning as a reason that they have been authorized
by the Defence Committee, I will not dwell longer upon this painful
subject and which can only be obviated by steps which your Excellency
alone may take

I am, dear Sir
Yours with highest regards"

Following three pages represent one incident - A misunderstanding
between Gove Morgan and Lincoln - shows this and how it was quickly
cleared up.

To Gov. Morgan's letter of May 19 1861, President Lincoln answered
as follows: :
"Washington D, C, May 20 1861
His Excellency
Gov. E., D, Morgan
My dear Sir;

Yours of the 19th is received, Your letter to the
Secretary of War I have not seens To not shirk just responsibility,
I suppose that I ought to admit that I had much to do with the
matter of which you complain,

The Committee came here some time last week, saying
there were fourteen Regiments in N.Y.City, not within the 38 you
were organizing; that something must be done with them,--that they
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could not safely keep them longer, nor safely disband them-- 1 could
not see- can not yet - how it could wring you, or the Regiments you
were raising, for these 14 to move forward at once, provided yours,
too, should be received when ready- But aware of my own ignorance in
Military matters, I sent to Genl, Scott to get his opinion whether
the thing could be safely done, both as to the question of confusjion,
and also whether the Govt, could advantageously keep and use the
whole His answer was that the whole should come - of the 14, & to
come here, and 9 to Fortress Monroe - I thought the whols difflculty
was solved, and cirected an order to be made accordinly - I was even
pleased with it; because L had been trying for two weeks to begin
the collecting of a force at Fortress Monroce, arnd it now appeared as
if this would begin,

Next day, & after the Committee had gone, I was brought to
fear that a squabble was to arise between you and the Committee, by
which neither your Regiments nor theirg, would move in: any reasonable
time; to avoid which L wrote one of the Committee =~ Mr, Russell - to
send them at once,

I am very loth to do any wrong; but I do not see yet wherein
this wgs a wrong, J v

I certainly did not know that any Regiments especially under
your control were to be sent forward by the Committee; but I do not
perceive the substantial wrong, even in such a case - That it may
be a technical wrong, 1l can readily understand - but we are in no
condition to waste time on technicalities.

The enthusiastic uprising of the people in our cause;'is our
great reliance, and we can not safely give it any check, even though
it overflows, and runs in channels not laid down in any chart,

In ordering the 14 negiments forward, no intimation was
intended that you were failing in activity or in any duty - On the
contrary, I acknowledge you have done, and are doing nobly; and for
which I tender you my sincere thanks,

Yours very truly
A, Lincoln"
Letter from Presiadent Lincoln to Gov, E. D, Morgan of New York

"Washington, D. C. May 23, 1861
His Excellency R
Gov. E, D, Morgan
My dear Sir

Will you please state to Gen, Walbridge what are
the substantial difficulties about the "fourteen regiments" coming
forward? I very much wish to get this matter straight, without
wrong to the public service or to any individual,

Yours very truly
A, Lincoln

P. S,
You can talk to Gen. W, confidentially
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Letter from Gov, Morgan to Lincoln

"pAstor House
My 26, 1861
9 1/2 P.M,

His Excellency
Abraham Lincoln
My Dear Sir,

: I came to this city this morning and return in *
half ean hour, L will write you particulars of what I have done
tomorrow - Hegiments are to go forward by my orders immediately
to supply the wants of the Govt. at Fort Monroe and at Washington
as I understend their wants from Col, Franklin to supply those
expected to have been sent forward by the Union Defence Committee;
they will go fast, ' |

1 have ordered two regiments from Elmira N.¥e telegraph
today that have been waiting for orders for one week,

In brief, I have ordered 5 regiments to Fort Monroe & 4¢
to Washington, besides which the Union Defence Committee are to
send 6

Yours very truly
E.D.Morgan,"

As an example of a comic letter, here is one of 1858, from the
Proprietors of the Massasoit House, the great, old time hotel of
Springfield, Massachusetts -

- "Mr, Morgan, Dear 3ir;

We send you by express the missing boot
which you left here, and will you please send the
one you have in your possession to us, and we will
see that is returned to its owner,"

Apparently there had been a mixup in the shoes that had been put

- out to be shined,

1 have selected another lebter to read - lt is dated on the day
President Grant was inaugurated - ;
And is rrom General William Tecumseh Sherman to Gov, Morgan,

"322 K. Street Washington Mch 4 1869

Hon E.D.Morgan
Yashington,
Dear Sir,

About a month ago, I had a miserable blotch of
erisipelas on my face., 1 thought it was all well and gone, but
as I sat in the Ceremonies of Inauguration I felt it coming back,
and before 1 left the Capitol it was really most disagreesble,

T hurried home and by asdvice applied the solution of iodine,
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which so discolors my face that 1 am no longer a fit subject for
a Ball, I therefore mst ask you to excuse me from that
Committee this evening,

1 feel certain you'can discharge the agreeasble duty of
escorting President Grant from his-house to the Ball Room, but .
1f you need help,.Genls Thomas and Terry are close by you at the
Club House, Corner of G and 15th, b

Please hand this note to General Grant that he may uvnder=
stand why I am not on hand, : : &

I may have to keep indoors for a few days

With great:respeét
WeTeSherman
Lt Genl,

Either Gov. Morgan forgot to hand the note to Genersl Grant, or

Grant hended it back to him after reading, In either case, I am

glad, or 1t wouldn!'t be here, :

Note that the first time Sherman menticns Grant he says "President

Grant" but the next moment he calls him "General Grant", To him,
he was always "General" 1 am quite sure.

D e e ——

I cannot reszist the temptation of showing you, in no un~-
certain way, how this New rork Historical Society made this letter
more interesting -

From the letter we might deduce that Gov. Morgan escorted
Grant to the Inaugural Ball - but we don't really know it, I
thonght it would be interesting to find out, so one afternoon I
asked Miss Barck, the Assistant Librariasn to find out for me who
escorted Gen. Grant from his house to the Inaugural Ball, on March
4, 1869, That Gen. Sherman was supposed to have done so but I be-
lieved that he had not. YWHE NEXT MORNLINGS MAIL brought me a letter
gsaying that they regretted not being able to find who the escort
from the house was, as they did not have a file of the Washington
papers of that date, but they did give the following description,
taken from the N,Y., Herald of Warch &5, 1869, "At 10,15 the Vice-
President entered the Ball Rooms in the Treasury Byilding with his
family, and modestly took the slortest route to the private room as=
signed to him, He was followed twenty minutes later, by the
President, who hurriedly passed through the line of anxious sight-
seers, LEANING ON THE ARM OF SENATOR MORGAN, (that is, Edwin D,
Morgan, member of the Inauguration Committee, and Cha{rman of the
Republican Congressional Committee, No guestion about it, Mr,
Morgan followed the reguest in General Shermen's letter, LSN'T THAT

SERVICE?

A very fine letter from one of Amerlica's greatest financiers,
Je Pierpont Morgan, follows, This was written in December of 1882
when Mr, Morgan was 45 years of age, and shortly before the death of
Gov, Morgan, '
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; "219 Madison Avenue
My dsar Governor,

I am greatly obliged to you: for. sending me &
copy of your portrait by Ritchies I shall value it greatly as
long as I live. ‘ , .

L mast tell you'how;deeply I appreciate your kindness to
me, There is nothing so important to a young man or more highly
valued by him than the confidence of an old friend and if I have
been able to succeed in the station of 1life in which I have been
cast, I attribute i1t more than to anything else to the endorsement
of my Fathers friends and to no one am I more indebted for an
unwavering confidence from the beginning of my career than to you,

I cannot express in words how deeply I feel it,

With;every‘wiéh for a Happy New Year for yourself and Nrs,
Morgan '

Believe me always gratefully and affectionately yours
L
Js Pierpont Morgen
Decr. 27th 82:™ 5

I can only convey to you & hazy idea of what this Morgan
correspondence contains, as there are still bundles of letters to
be gone over., ' : : < i :

I have already found the autographs of seven Presidents
of the United States - most of them on personal letters- Fillmore,
Buchanan, Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, Hayes, Garfield end Arthur,

There are letters from all the members of Lincoln's cabinet =
Williem H, Seward, his Secretary of State and Gideon Welles,
his Secretary of the Navy; Cameron, and Stanton who succeeded him
as Secretary of War; and Chase, Secretary of the Treasury and later
appointed Chief Justice all are there - and these men were all
personal friends of the Governor's., There is a bundle of 100 from
Seward,

Horace Greeley also writes a&s a personal friend, and there
is & problem in itself - to decipher Greeley's handwriting, which
is about the most illegible I have ever seen,

Thurlow Weed, William Curtis Noyes, Charles Sumner, John
Bigelow, Cparles A, Dana, Junius Morgen and his son the late J,
Pierpont MNorgan, Cornelius Vanderbilt and his son William H,
Vanderbilt, John Hey, Hamilton Fish, Elliott Snepard all these were
his personal friends and wrote frequently.

All the Generals are there Scott, Fremont, McClellan,
Burnside, Sherman and so on and I have found two or three letters
from Ellsworth, There are some from P, T, Barnum the showman, too,
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and Henry Ward Beecher, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Edward Everett,
That gives you an 1dea of what I have already found and what still
may be there.

If you are interested to see the Stock Exchange Price List
and the letters to Governor Morgan, you will find them in the
room at the right of the door as you enter this building, As the
letters are written on both sides of the paper, Mr, Wall was good
enough to have photostats made, so that the entire letters can be
read,

I feel that this i1is a really important find of material of
national interest, and in closing let me draw your attention to
the almost unbelievable luck I had in getting it,

In the first place, if 1 had not been interested in stamps
and seen that illustration of the St, Louis stamp and CUT Il OUT,
and then found out the history of the correspondence, I most cer=-
tainly would not have located the lots If I had not been on terms
of great intimacy with the Morgan family, I most certainly would
never have been able to get it,

I believe that the finding of any lot of old letters is
apt to be more & matter of good luck than good management - it
certainly has been that way with me.

I want to thank the New yrork Historical Society for this
opportunity of telling my story, and my audience for listening to it,
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REPUBLICA DE CUBA

SECRETARIA DE COMUNICACIONES

Negociado de Servicioc Internacional y Asuntos Gerltwiabis

La Habana, '
octubre 28, 1939.

124995
Sr. Stanley B. Ashbrooke.
434 South Grand Ave.
Fort Thomasg, Kye.
Ues Se As

Sefiorts

Bn contestacidn a su atento escrito de fecha 12 del
actusl, interesando se le informe sobre el significado de
las letras "WA" y un nimero "1", marcados con tinta azul en
el frente del sobre que acompalia, el cual, aparentemente, fué
impuesto en New York con fecha 2 de abril de 1858, dirigido
a Mr, Pedro MontolIa, Obispo 9, Tabaguerfa de Gas, Habanaj
ctimpleme informarle que a pesar de la minuciosa investigacién
practicada, no ha sido posible determinar si dichas letras y
nimero representén en realidad contrasefias o marcas de la re-
cepcibn del sobre en esta Capital.

Como pudiera extrafiar a Ud. el resultado negativo de
su solicitud, me permito informarle que la supuesta fecha de
imposiéién del referido sobre, se remonta a la época colonial,
es decir, al tiempo de la dominacién espafiola en este pafs,no
existiendo en los Archivos de nuestro Departeémento de Correos
datos fehacientes sobre el particular qué Ud. interesa.

Adjunto se le devuelve el anx? so del sobre gue se
sirvid remitir a esta Secretarfa. 5

ciones.

(Adj.)
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AR MAIL STAMPS

"COBY"
November 10, 1939

Mr. Stenley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Sir:

In answer to your letter of the 12th of this month
wish to advise you on the significance of the letters
"NA" and the numeral "1", marked in blue ink on the front
of the cover enclosed, This gpparently wes &applied in
New York on the 2nd of April 1858, eddressed to Mr. Pedro
Montolla, Ubispo 9, Tabagueria de Gas, iabana.

In spite of all the detailed investigation, it has
been impossible to determine whether such letters and
numeral represent #n reality, countersigns or marks placed
on the receipt of the envelope here at this Capitol.

As the negative result of this investigation may
surprise you, permit me to inform you that the date placed
on the mentioned cover goes back to the Colonial era, or
the time of Spanish dominstion in this country, and in the
Archives of our Department, authentic dates or records do
not exist, on the particulars you wish to know.

Enclosed I am returning the front cover you sent.

Very truly yours,
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“NAI” Markings On |
First Class U. S. Mail |
To Cuba And Mexico

By W. L. Bascock, M. D.,
Box 1008, St. Petersburg, Fla.

Our subscribers are urged to take advan-
tage of the department “Notes on U.S.
Stamps”. It is a regular feature, and queries
will be answered as soon as possible.

The short article, with above title and
illustrated cover in MEREEL's Jan. 8, seems
to have attracted considerable attention.
Mr. Ashbrook and the writer have re-
ceived additional material for study. The
belief that the markings NA exists with-
out the numeral and with the numeral 2
to indicate a double rate have been veri-
fied. On covers with the double rate, a
blue or black 2 have been seen addressed
to both Havana and Cardenas, the for-
mer bearing dates of 1856 and 1858 and |
the latter 1852. The cities of origin on |
several covers studied have been New |
York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and |
Richmond, in the order named. |

Mr. Ashbrook’s search of the Postal ;

Rules and Regulations shows that regula-
tions governing mail to Cuba and Mex-
ico up to 1870 or 1871 required that all
first class mail be stamped. It could only
be prepaid to the Cuban or Mexican bor- |
der or ports of entry. At that time the |
U. S. Government did not have a Postal |
Treaty with either country. In most in- |
stances, the recipient paid for delivery |
within their country or made special pro- |
visions for the mail to be forwarded from |
ports of entry.

. Mannel Hahn states that NA are the [
Spanish initials for “Norte America”.
The single and double rates were indi-
cated by numerals 1 and 2. R. B. Preston
furnished us an interesting note as fol- |
lows: “l note that in the 70’s it was the ’
practice here in San Juan (Puerto Rico)
to rate incoming foreign letters in ‘single
letter postal rate units’ instead of in units
of value or units of weight.” Mr. Pres-
ton also quotes from “Spanish Over Seas
Colonial Postal Markings” by Pedro
Monge, to the effect that the NA mark-
ing was in-use at Havana as late as 1871.

Eight covers to Cuba studied presented
the following names of steamships in
manuscript : Columbia, Muro Castle (2),
Philadelphia, De Soto, Catawba, Eagle,
Espenada. In nine covers studied dates
were as follows: 1856, 1858 (3), 1860,
1868 (4).

The NA and numeral was in oval cir-
cle in blue as shown in preliminary article
on four entires and in black on one. The
NA and numerals 1 and 2 on the other
four envelopes were frameless and pro-
duced by two hand stamps. On two cov-
ers the color of the “NA” and numeral
differed, one in black and the other blue.
The single rate letters designated by the
numeral “1” carried a 10c stamp of 1857,
No. 49a or 49b and Nos. 68 and 96. The
double rate covers, “2” carried two 10c
stamps each.

Mexico: James S. Hardy submitted a
cover carrying a 10c, No. 68, mailed from
New Orleans to Tampico, Mexico, per
“S.S. Sonora”. A large and much worn
numeral 1 was stamped on face and the
letter was dated Oct. 29, 1868. The N.O.
forwarding postmark was dated Oct. 31.
Neither the Mexican or Cuban envelopes
indicated the payment of any inland post-
age by the recipients,
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3 4 Westfield, N.J. 10/30-'40

Dear Stanley,

I am glad to have yours of the 28th. For several
years Arthur Hall has been seeking route agent postmarks on
the New York Central line used during a period of about ten
years following the "ALBANY & BUFFALO R.R." type but we have
not seen even one. If you run across any we shall be delighted
to have a peek at it.

To my mind a route agent postmark indicates the origin
of the letter, in the sense that it shows the first U.S. post
office at which it was received and "mailed". In effect each
route agent on a one man run was a one man travelling post
office and performed the duties of an ordinary post office
respecting the loose mail which was handed to him en route or
which he gathered at mail bomesat =skakimmz railroad stationms,
steamboat wharves, and particularly from such receptacles at
terminals of his run wherever there were such boxes at the
termineals. On a few heavy runs there was a crew who acted
together as a post office.

Each mail contract route had an official number but as
this number usually meant nothing to the recipient of a letter
the routes on which agents were carried had a name which in-
dicated the source of the letter zmst because it was used in
the agent's postmark. Chase's statement which you quote that
the %R.R.) postmark "is not necessarily that of a rallroad
of the period, but rather the two terminals of a section having

a railroad post office" has too many exceptions to be perpetuated

e

in print. The route names had geographical significance, some-

times indicating the terminals of the route, as Chase stated, w_~

sometimes being the same as the railroad over which the route
opera ted, sometimes being the same as a name afterward used by
the railroad (such as Boston & Albany), and in other instances,
such as "PHILADA R.R." or "BALTIMORE R.R." it may have been

use of the local, unofficial name. Such names are fairly common
in later years, as for instance "Monon", "New Haven", "Reading"
"Big Four" not to mention others that will probably occur to you.
Nicknaming railroads seems to have been an early American custon.

Such railroad names as "Eastern", "Northern", XGommesziznuk
& "Sullivan & Passumpsic", "Washington", "Richmond", certainly
were not "two terminals".,* I think "N.Y. & Erie" was in use
long before the Erie line reached either Buffelo—or Erie. Rkm

*"Long Island" ditto.

In my opinion the "R.R." in these route agent postmarks
meant R(ailroad mail) R(oute) or R(ailway mail) R(oute), as I
believe I have stated in the Pats. They show that letters bear-
ing Them were not malled in an ordinary post office, but were
hendled by a route agent before they reached any ordinary Eost

e

office. think the statements in Chase's book show that
had only a vague idea of what it was all about.

s,
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Stanley Ashbrook 10/30-140
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To sayV%hat these markings indicate that the letters
on which they occur were carried by railroad seems to be a
weird interpretation of the facts. On the same route and
often on the same train and in charge of the same route agent
hundreds or thousands of other letters were also carried
"pby railroad",

I
aV)

As you point out, the "Boston & Albany R.R." postmark
does not always indicate a single contract mail route. As
there were two operating companies (the Boston & Worcester,
and the Western R.R.), each railroad company had its own
mail contract. Probably there are other instances in which
the route namme used in the agent's postmark cax includes
more than one mail contract. The "Albany & Buffalo" may
have included contracts with each of the seven railroads
over which the "U.S. Express Mail" operated previously, and
my recollection is that they did not become the New York
Cent§al until 1852/53. (Too lazy to look up the correct
date).

Many letters bearing route agent postmarks were not
mailed en route, that is, between terminals of the route,
but were mailed at a terminal. Why should anyone carry a
letter several blocks to a post office when it could be
mailed at a steamboat wharf or railroad station which might
be located across the street? It was a matter of convenience,
¥km or to catch a mail that had closed at the post office,
and not to "route" a letter to go by a specific route.
Obviously, such letters were "routed" by the sender in a very
limited sense. They were not intentionally put aboard the
wrong boat am®® or on a train going in the wrong direction.
That is about all there is to Chase's idea that they were
"route marks". The routéfark was to show where the letter
had come from (original po%t office of mailing), regardless
of the route by which it had travelled. The post office
dept. checked on the efficiency of its employees by means
of the postmarks. If a train or stemboat letter got into
the wrong mail pouch and didn't arrive at its destination
when it should, the postmark enabled the post office to trace
the employee responsible for the rror.

The marking wasn't applied to show that the letter was to
go by a certain route, it got the marking because it actually
“had started by that route. The way in which the post offices
handled the mail - their system - required such markings, and
I have heard of very few instances where they do not seem to
agree with the postal laws and Regulations of the P.M.G. T
think Chase paid more attention to postmarks and covers and
trying to deduce the "why" than to checking the laws and re-
gulations for the reason for the "why".

For some time before the Canaan tunnel was cut through
trains went to each end and connection was made by wagon or
stage coach. Hence there may be route agent markings on the

Boston & Albany route before the trains went all the wa
ﬁhaough, but I think this was delayed by a row between ihe

and the VWestern R.R. for a while. Brief mention top
of page 590, Pats #24. Data still incomplete h oW.
Sincerely "
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454 South Grand Ave., :
Fort Thomas, Ky. ;
Jan, 19, 1940,
3t Briae - e : Lte )
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France.
Dear Doc°

Your letteér of Dec, 218t wus not reoeivad until Jan. lath.
Seems gort of silly to delay mail so 1ong. ; N

: Glad you liked the 1847 articles It didn't amount to much on

my part but I did want to get into print for the benefit of
pregent day collectors some of your good data of 1916, Every

_oneé in a while someone wahnts to borrow my only copy of your 1916 '
article s0 a8 to avoid ‘Llosing my copy I thought I would put in print
gome of your material, In addition I hoped it would stir up some
interest and bring me some helpful items, but so far nothing has
been sent 1h. :

v nteva Brown was really doing. some good: work on ‘the 5¢ when he
died, He had gone to the trouble of having a lot of photographs
made -in Boston of items he had borrowed down East, After his death
I made a serious effort to get hold of his photographs, I had -
‘leaned him & lot: of mine but ecould never get one of his, ITmekily I
instructed him to make his photogrepher give him every negative.
Thru Ez Cole I managed to get a loan of these negatives the latter
part of November end made prints. I am sure I only got a small pere
centage of the total but aguthankful for the ones I obtalned, I
suppose there were about 35 stamps in all, GCole tells me if the
balance areé located, they will be lcaned to me, but I have little
hope- A ‘ ‘

- Steve was searching for torner coples, thus hoping in time teo"
establish whether Pl 2 had two panes or only one, -If he kept any
noteg, I have not been able to get my hands on thems FHis brother
Le ¥o Brown must be & regular o%d mliser and he has an 1dea.I-thinﬁ

. that photos and notes have. some value, MNaybe later I may be able to -
‘get some place with Brown thru Gordon Harmer, Next to you I think
Steve probably made more progress with the 5¢ than anyone else, IHe
was & peculiar chap - wanted all and everything he could get out of
me, but wouldn't give a scrap of worth while data in returns I let
him do s he pleased and encouraged him to go ahead, hoping he would
in time publish hisg stuff,

Regarding the Tuff affidavit « I think 1t is best to forget all
gbout this., It cited a plate of 10¢ as 100 and also stated the Die
was destroyed, Did I ever tell you about hoew Brazer established that
reprints from the Die were made as late as 18942 Its a long story .
but briefly he took some of the paper and traced it down to the mill
and definitely established the approximate date it was made and the
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‘source from which the A,B., Note Co. obtained it., You can gueﬂa
‘what happened - Either a duplicate die was destroyed in 1851 and
the original was kept, or vica versa - or the master transfer roller
from the die was kept and a duplicate die made in 1894, This gives .
. the lie to the Luff affidavit, and this with the 100-5¢ plate and
~the 1 0¢ plate gives me 11ittle econfidence there was any worth
while tPuth in the affidavit, If the A.B.N, had a Die or Roll why
didnt't they loan same to the Rovermment in 18757 &
It is possible they cut the copper plates in two and destroyed
half of the 10¢ plate and half of the 5¢ Plate #2, But this 1s all
conjecture and we will probably never find out the truth, Maybe in’
time we can find enough corner positions to establish the number of
plates and panes, Steve Brown made definite progress along this
line and I intend %o follow it up. The great trouble is of coursse BTl
the terrible impressiongs Until I can get some definite proof to the '
contrary I prefer t0 go on the theory that Plate 2 had two panes,
Why print 100 stamps only, when by same operation they could print
200% - I think Plate 2 was made in the Spring of 1850, and at this
time I do not think Rawdon was worrying about losing *tne contracte
It seems more reasonable to suppose a new plate was made in early 1850
than late in 1850, We know by the impressions of late 1849 that
- Plate One was badly worn and when we consider the deliveries up to
Mareh 20, 1849, we can realize that Plate One was just about shot at
that time ® )

. Inéluding the March 20, 1849 deliveries, the botal was 2,400 »000,
‘or 12,000 shoets of 200, Here is what these figures prove in my -
opinion- First « if the plate had been steel, or even a soft steel
‘plate, 12,000 impressions would not be any stretch.of the imagination
~have produced the worn plate impregsions whieh we know came frau

these 12,000 sheets, The worn coples thereforeé spell eopper. The
next delivery was 1,000,000 staups on Feby 5, 1850, IT the plate was
80 badly worn after the above 12,000 1mpreasions does 1t seem reason=
able that the additional m1111on of Febs b, 1950 all came from Plate #1%2

Thanks =0 mach for ealling my attention to vour srticle on the
straddle eopy. Thls appeared in the Feby 1925 A,P, It was just about
the time HEdythe took sick and I hed plenty of trouble along about that
time., When we broke up the old home all my back filles of the A,P. wore
destroysd, and I Have been without a full filé until only last swmmer

“when Dolph presented me with a duplicate set which he had, I do not
“peeall ever seeing your article and hed no 1dea it existed, Had I
had any knowledge of it I certainly would have cuoted it in my recent.
article, I have a record of the ¢opy you 111ustrated, having obtained
part here and part there, Thie copy is now in the Sweet collection -
of Attleboro, Nags,

<. Prank Sweet had a very fine lot of 5¢ and 10¢ 1847, He died several
years ago and left his collection to his son, Xelleher knows young
Sweet but Den told me some months back there was no chance at preaent
to borrow any items, I note you stated the margin measures T& Mi.

The Emerson copy was 7 MM, I feel rather sure both are from Plate #1l.

I also note you surmised the Payne copy was used in Mar, 1849. I
suppose you made this measwrement yourself and did not trust to Doe
Payne's memorandum. I suppose a variation of & M could be expected
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- and would not prove thab the two copies wero from difrorent platol.
I also note that in théssambicle you suggested the theory that Pl 2
might have been a plate of 100, This ealls to mind that Perry
rather leaned to such a theory so now I see where he got the 1doa.

Hugh Clark has told me on several oecasions in the past he was
positive Ackerman had at one time an original plate proof of the 10¢
1847, I don't think Hugh could recall whether it was a proof of the
whole plate or gust a proof of a panes I never placed much confidence
in his tale, believing he was a little twisted and that what Aekerman
really had was a proof of the Reprint plate., I have often wondered
how Perry ever managed to plate the 10¢ 1847, In fact I still have no
idea how he ascomplished the job, When I was last in New York - Brown
sale -~ lov, 1lst - I made a point to talk to Costales about what Hugh
had told me years ago., Gene was positive that Hugh was right and that
Ackerman did have en original plate proofs Then Souren came along
gnd told me in great confidence he was on the track of an original
plate proof of 200 of the 10¢ 1847, Later he wrote mé he must have
been wrong and that he believed the proof was from the Repifint plate.
There the matter restss You can draw your own conelusions, Your
guess iz as good as mine, What bobs up in my mind is this, how g
the devil- did Perry plate the 10£%7 . Answer ‘that question please, :

I have the ekiginal Perry. photographs used in Perry's plating
artiecle in the C, C. Pe I got these from Lindquist several years agos -
Several weecks ago I was going over these earefully and noted espeecially
that the great majority of positions he 1llustrated look like ‘the
gstamps “ere umiseds Thilg may mean little and it may mean machs If
he used copies with red caneels then a photographer could have
eliminated the red cancels with a red filter, If he didn!t do these
then Perry used 200 unused copies, all different positions or else he
illustrated plate proofs, One cannot be eertain because in his illuse.
trations he cut out so much of the stamps - In nearly all he eliminated
not only the. medallion but most of the label "Ten Cents,”

I always thought that the Emerson copy was the ori%inal discovery
item, but this is vrong because you state positively in your article
that the Payne copy was discovered first, My record shows that Payne
discovered thls copy so perhaps he is entitled te the credit, I have
e letter from Fred Sehinalzreidt of Detroit stating he was on a

visit to Payne at the time Payne found tlie eopy and that Doe offered
it to him at WVOO’ but Fred places the date of this vislt as the
Avtumn of 1928, Kellcher told me he bought this copy Irom Payne and .
g86ld it to Swest, :

Rggarding the Emcraon 60py. Fraed wrote me that thie copy vios dise-
ecovered by Paulson of Chieago = He dug up an old letter from Paulson’
dated Nov. 29, 1927, stating he had just discovered the stamp and
offered it to him at 7250, Tred wrote - "Soon after this Jacobs went
East and sold the copy to Emorson,” 8o I guess there is no doubt
the Payne copy was the original, I am sure Doc would give me the full
history if I wrote him requesting samne, :

Doc ‘I manage to keep friendly with the whole stamp pack, because
I find 1t 1s the best policy., Konwiger is not a bad chap and I have
nothing against him, I may be doini him an injustice but'I think he
has the idea he is a leading suthority when in fact his knowledge 1is
very little. Vhen it comes to actual stamps, his knowledge is nil.
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I think perhaps you judge him by the articles he had written, He
is quite a 11kable fellow if you ¥Know him, Very modest and totally
unlike the average"kike." All the boys down East seem to like him
80 it is not surprising Larry Mason is doing an act with him, I am
‘on friendly terms with Souren and also with Colson. I wrote you in
my last re - the Colson=Souren faud -« at present = quiet reigns.
Colson will do nothing to stir it up but I wouldn't be surprised 1f
Souren published some more stuff about the Crimson Rambler. AN

I agree with you on Maerz. His book cannot be oompared to the
Ridgway and I told him this last summer in Harry's offige., He went
to luneh with Harry and I, and he is really guite a nice chap etec,

The Hoen Company are going to publish a new edition of Ridgway but
no date ls set for 1lts appesrance, I wrote them about it months ago
and they promised to advise me when it would be published,

Re - the Confed Frame Line plating, I have five unplaced positions
"as follows: #13 = 37 = 64 = 86 and 87, I imagine I am going to havo
one devil of a time locating any of these, but still one can nevep'
tell and I may strike pay dirt at any time. ' I wish I could show yom .
my work on this plate, You alone would appreciate it more then anyone
else, It has been an intensely interesting plece of werk, When I
calmly consider how intensely I have studied these copper plate stemps
it does sound rather silly to me when anyone expresses the opinion that
the 1847 stamps were printed from Steel plates, If I could eit down
with you 1like we were want to do in the old days I could show you &
number of things that prove copper and disppove steel, Gee but I wish
you wers over here so we could work together. I have a subject which
is almost as interesting as plating. :

It is the markings on U, 8. covers used abroad, It is éxtremely
compl*cated and & marvelous studys How I wigh I had you to work on
this subjsct with me, The surface hag not been scratched and it is a
study whieh ‘is not only intensely interésting but one which can be
made %6 prove very valuable. It is the only sefe method to detect faked
covers, You went strong for foreign rates but you never go into the:
actual meanings of the merkings and whet various rates actually meants
I have made remerkable progress on this subjeect in the last four years.

I intended to have a second article on the 5¢ 1847 in the second
issue of the "Stamp Specielist" but was not able to turn it out in
times: I hope.to have it ready with some fine illustrations.for the
third number, that 1s, if my 1860 Imperf article does not take up too
mych space in that number, ,

I am enclosing herewith a letter I réceilved this week from Charlie
Phillipe., I intend to borrow the items he menticned and photograph
them and write a llttle article about each one, Will you please glve
m; the pedigree of thé two 3¢ blocks, Surely you can recall the history
of both, ; .

I would like to quote you on the pedigree of these two iteme so :
give me all the data you can, I am conversant with the mention in your
book of the Flate 18 erack. This, I will refer to as a plate flaw
rather than a cracks ' _ s

A:v/'
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Dr. Carreoll Chase - Jan., 19, 1840.

Instead of joining the Army I think you had better come baek
home

With best of regards and all good wishes,

Yours as ever,
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. & ® 454 South Grand Ave,, o
Ry Fort Thomas, Ky. ¢ AL
&) March 24, 1940, \
Dr. Carproll Chase, N
_—DLa Villle Hue, :
A = N Bl Briss y
(I1le/Bt Vilanis)
€ France, . i
z ‘A y "/ '-\
e, DoRy Dol T ﬂ <

2 Your letter of Febs 4th received some weeks age-but this is the

| first oprortunity I have had to reply, This is Easte Sunday end
: { B darn cold one ror this time of the year, Down to 20 this morne
Tt Vings We have had a very severe winter and there hag been an awful
~=  lot of grippe end flu in this leocality., In fact I sm just recover=
ing from a two weeks attack of the flu and still am far from being
well, Naturally I suppose you have slso euffered the long cold
spell which seeme to have covered all parts of 'the 1,8, and Europes

e

; i
I tried to locate on my map just wheére you are living st present
but with %ittle success, Are you near the City of Rennes?
suppose you are in some smell yillagé, If so what is the objeet of
living out in a small country town, and how do you manage to kill
time? I am wondering if you have seen the first two numbers of
Lindquistte "Stamp Specialist," ' If not please let me know, because

LS

i do want you to see the third mimber, because it will contain my
very %engthy artiele on the "12¢ - 24¢ - 304 and 90¢ Imperfs of
1860, : '

I have some ne® stuff in this article whish I think will prove
highly interesting %o you. I au pursuing & policy of using molasses
with Hugh ingtead of winegar and I am mecting with Some success,
Perry used ﬁns;iinegar method and as a result made Clark so mad he
even refuses to reat any article published by Elliott, I am using -
the reverse method as you will note in the artiele. I submitted the |
entire manuseript towﬁufh\and told him he was perfectly free to blue
peneil sany part he considered rough on him, As & result I got hie
complete ‘coroperation as you will note when you read the published

/| / Be 'y the Colson-Souren feud. There 1s nothlng new, fLolson so
| far has treated the Souren attack with silence but beliéve me the
‘ tSouren ‘attack hurt him, thanks Gods I suppose there wag ho question
e ANPyoup mind but what the majority of the items that-Colegon submitted
7 v to-Mertin wore junk end some wereé outright rakes, ‘I thimk this is
/the general feeling, Souren was all primed to hit-back hard on any
' reply from Colson and I have little doubt Soursn would have eome out
; on %opy I think Colsom is a dirty rat and I think he has béem getting
v eaway with murd<r for yearss He goes around trying to mske everyone
belleve he is the only one who knows & thing aboubt stamps when the
faect is he knowsg deee little about 19th Century Us 8, -As between
Souren and Colson, I'1ll take Souren every time, He may be a slick
erook as they say he i1s, but I have moré respeet for a slick erook
than ¢ne who 1s a dumb ¢luck end who has a foul tongue. No one in
this game has as foul a tongue as Colson. I have several scores to
settle with the Crimson Hambler and belicve me if I ever get a chance
to crucify him I'11 do so gladly. ‘ :




Dr, Carroll Chase ~ March 24, 1940.
R SBY &
7 Gordon Harmer is still in New York but so far I have heard of
no big eollections he has been able to line up, All the dealers =~
- are sore at him and there is a lot of criticism about a Britisher
: «00m1ﬁ3 over here, doing business, and cutting auction charges. 1
“ think 'the Brown salo mist have made his firm think it was very
‘8soft picking over here, He was due to comeé out and visit me but
3 ‘8o far he hasn't showed upe The impression is that Cole and
... - Konwiser were 1ll paild by Harmer for all the work they did on the
“» < Bromm sale, I do ot lmow how muech truth ﬁhbre is to thia talk,

L

Re « the 5¢ 1847« I am enelﬂsing a prote; gf a variety whieh I
had never noted uncil about a  year agos ¢ X now havera regord of
three copies so the variety is consistent. 1% comes from Plate One
a8 the phaoto is of a copy on cover siowing useé early in 1848, The
owner of the original copy took it for gradtéd it was your "Dot in
U" verietys You made no mention oFf fhis in your 1916 article and I
cannot imagine why you omitted Same as 1t %s’ rather outstanding and
was surely lmown to yous Put @ /glass om thé "dot" in right part of
the "U" and you will note it 18 two small horizontal lines, There
is a line in the "8" of "Post" 'and two lines in the "¥'. I cannot
figure the origin of the 11ne;, at feel sure they are not & double
transfer, 1.6, came frow tié reliefy, There must have been some
serateches on the plate or perhéps the best theory is that some foreign
substances adhered to the reliéef and were transflerred t0 the plates
But if this is correect where wae the pressure to transfer? By this,
T mean the white part ofithe "T" (plate) on the relief was a sunken
spot, hence notindtgl back of the horizontal lines to force the ime
pressgion 1nto the plate, What do you trink was the cause of this

variety? Fo

Gene Kléin had an outstanding sale on the 8th of thie monthe I 04
wae advertised as material from the "Wharton Sinkler" collection,‘“» R
The Tirst fifty lots were 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 covers from the HenryCe
Gib%on colieetion. Two Ward customers now selling thru Klein.df A
i 7 Th¢ aala grossed some $80 000 so I understand and much to everyone@d
> ‘surprise Souren attended and bought over half the sale, In fagh- .~
‘his total was (46,000, Where he gets the cash is a profound aysterye

wuqme the following:

0
% N

ST R
: \ i ' {

o8 Block o; 4 - 1¢ Pan American Invert “12503
N el -8 v $10000.“
‘ ; "" " fi a v 4¢ n " ] »‘¢5°00I 1
All three items bought by Socuren, Note/ﬁzé;Columbiaq dollar blocks
of four: h“,‘~¥1\ G
“&1000_ .. .. :.rm erder
2400  oim = = 525, Sourcn
SeC & & « = 7004 /f<i_ SR,
4,00 « » -« 1600 . 7 o 157
5400 ‘w > == 1100 ?; R &
: o8 L ¢ v
: /

pra i -



W= s, I
Dr, Cerroll Chase - Mareh 24, 1640
It seems there is no top for these blocks, In Oct, 1937 my
friend Bill West sold a very fine set of the above to Spence
And rson for 2,000 and I thought he got quite a good price,

The "Premieres" didn't do so well, I think my constant nagging
is having some effect., WNote the following:

1/ August - $1200 ~ Robinette
3¢ Block of four - {565, order

g = $260,
1 Block of four « (330, Ward
308 -
907z " 700 eorder
g0z " Imperf $150, order

In the 5¢ « 10¢ 1847 two Wheeling "precancels" sold

order
.;100. O‘I‘der.

A nice strip of three - top margin wide -« on cover went to Souren
at 15’00

No doubt you have read :vout this sale and the prices realized in
the press but in case you haven't I thought you would Le interested,

The Carfield Perry is having ouite a big celebration on the 20th

* and 31at of this month, I have been invited as a special guest and am
slated to be elected an honorary member of the Club, I do not know
whether I'1l be able to attend or not because I am gtill far from
well, but I am going if I can possibly do so. lewbury 1s exhibiting with
Jhcobs in charge so it would be nice to see Ernie and spend a few
days with him and Alvin, It is too bad you are so far awa{ you oannot
attend parties like this ones It is the Geolden Juvﬁ;ee celebration of
the Club,

They tell me that Charley Phillips is nearing the end of his rope.
Cancer of the rectum so they say. I also understand Charley has been
« hard pressed for ¢ash, Sure is too bad to be so 11l and in addition
have to worry with financial problems, I naturally thought he was well
fixed financiallye, He certainly made a lot of money in the past in this
game, I wonder where it all went,

Well Doc I have given you about all the gossip I have on tap, so
write me & long letter and let me know how you &re and how you spend
ygur time,

Nildred joins me in best wishes., It sure would be good to see you
end I am hoping and praying the time 1s not far distant whem you will
at least return for a visi

Sincerely yours,



=

.7 Dear Warren:

. «by - the YWiearagua Line &, S. v
. night on June Bth, 1854 and hence the mail was depositéed in the
. Ne¥, Fost Office and Handgtamped "mm 9," .o % e

Ao e

434 South Grend Ave., =
= Fort Thomas, Kye =~

Jun. 28, 1940,

oY Warren He Colsony . 0/ . . 0 ’
; 260 Clarendon Sts, e
Boston 17 ' L g sl Ay L e
BB, ciur o O e D S S R G

-1 .8m englosing herewith & print or'tha‘Carhart cévér‘wi§h°thQ'

‘searce "Via W" mariing,  Thie I mede especially for you. You

will note the Nisaragua routing is per 8, S. Brother Jonathan of ik mﬂ_ }: 

cMay 16, 1854,  This 1s' the correct date of the sailing of this
fsﬁip And thne mail earried on this trip was Drought to lew York '

"atar of the Vest" whieh srrived st

2 v

I have a fairly acourate record’df'all the Nieardpus ghipredilings, Fﬁw,f

“botH from BiF, ond New York and aglao arprivals at Doth perts,  Thie A

data is gquite helpful -when a fake cover shows up, For exesple, &

. fellov in COhicago who 18 & perfect louse, obained frow a certain’

removed, -Several of these covers had geruine via Nicarsgug hand=
stamps, The Louse obtained these covers from which pairs of the 3¢

i

gource -gome covers which came frot: an original find‘bnifhadfthe'st&mﬁij*iiﬁf

/1851 mntl bingTeenotefyenkaob8ishen for nothing, He promptly put
~con them, paird of the o5¢ 1851 and singles of the 107 1855, end

selected such stamps which remntired very 1i$tle'paintingntocmﬁaa:thbm R

~tle on. THen he proceeded to sell the aked items-at exhorbitant.

prices, He had no knowledge of the dates yeer by yoar when Nicaveiud
mall” was deposited in the Wew York Post Office, hence a substituted -~
palr of the OS¢ 1851 naturally bore a month end dey which was all . wronge

In other words mo wia Nicaragua ship arrived at lew Yeork st this peried =
. Jeand no vig Nicaragua uail was depogited in the New York Post Offiee . /.

= on the month and dey his eover purported to shew, , ./ .
B T e i ' ST et N s b T

With your ldst letter im mind I suppose one who pogsesses .n'unders . = °
standing of stamps could have immedlately sersed the item was ~fakeds ',

But what value can we put on mere opinions where no positive evidence

is produeed to substantiate same? In the case of the abeve cover, I can =
prove the thing is a fake not only from one angle but from several, -

I will eite. "First, the New York handstamp was of ‘e type not used at
the same period the "Via W' nandstamp was used, This is not merely .
supposition but there waes a reason why the N.,Y, handstamp was discons . .

Binued, The palr of 34 1851 were from 4 plate from which stamps were

issued, =2nd used at a period rmeh earlier than the "Viafnf.handstampfdfftia{

- thus of 1ittle value bescause sarly printed stamps could have beém .. "+ s
-used at .any later date, It is wevrely & point. The N,¥Y. handstamp wag

used for a certain class of mail ~ ite use on ship meil - stich as the 3
Via N mail is unknown and it is highly improbable it wep ever aged. . Lo
for such mdil, I hdve in mind one special cover in the lot the Chicage

- erook fixed up, Now this party is a member of the A,P,Ss = and quite -
& few gupposodly decent shaps correspond with him and buy items from

hime  In certain eircles he is supposed to be_enau@h;bfkanhgutho?ity_,‘_'

- to be listed as & member of & jury to Jﬂdga Bxhibitions.ﬁ':



#Re ;.
Mr. Warren H. Colson - Jan, 23, 1940,

1 am 6ﬁ,Ver.rriondly'torms with several of your Nassau St,
friends but I am not even on speaking terms with the Chicago party.

This ealls to mind & story my father used to tell years ago, sbout
a very prominent attorney in my home town, He was a dyed in the

 wool demoerat and for years had boasted that he would vote for anyone

who ran on the demecratie ticket even if it was a yellow dog. Then
caud 1896 and Bryen and the old colonel was broken hearted and sadly
stated he could not vote for such a cragk pot. When reminded of his

. ardent adherence in the past to the party and his boast that he

would vote ween for a yellow dog, if he had no other choieetbetween

.8 democrat and a republican, be replied, "And so I did, Sir, but Itll
b8 Ge= Dee= if I will go any lower," :

My best regards.

Yours €tcs,

PySev=I oncloss you a photo of & pover with a 3¢ 1857, tied b .
the "Steamsnip 10", You are familiasr with the foreign staup, ‘Shall
we. call this & bisect? Buppose for an’ example, what 1r one of your
valued clients put this coyer up to you for an opinion, what would
you say regarding it? Wheére would you say the "Steamshlp 10" sppliled?

S.BQ;\‘.




454 South Grand Ave., <
" Port Thonasy Ky.»

Jan‘ 1*. 1940.

Mr. Warren He. Colson,
288 Clarendon Bts,
- Boston, Mass.

My dear Wgrren:

Thanks {or the photo of your 3¢ Bisect cover.  Not a very
good reproduction and one has to use a 1ittle imagination to .
read the "via N" handstamp, If you eare to send me the cover,
I will make & fine negative for you and ‘present it to you with :
ny compliments, ; : e

&t wasn't for that Carhart cover I would have little
faith in these two blsects because Trankly I de rot like the .
~ grid on either one, . I find I haven?t a duplicate print of the
© Carhart eover, 80 I will have to bunt up the nogative and make
one for you, This I will do shortly,

Regarding the 3¢ 1869 cover, ' Pleare bear in mind I never
condemmed this eover, bessuse as you are aware, the only time I
-ever saw it was at the hotel when you were here last summer,
From the illustrations I have seen I would hardly say 1t is not
above suspicion, ~ !

I am wondering if your reference to the 57 1857 Orange Brown
was the Kleemen incident I told you sbout some years baek, If you
will refer to back files of “the A Py you will find that Chase and
I published 1lists as early asg the early 1920's of the earliest known
uses of various early U, S. stampse I think these old lists will
ghow that the .earliest use we had seen of a stamp from Plate 2. $
was May 1860, the EBrown, and July 1861 of an Orange Brown, Naturally |
when Kleeman submitted a cover to me in February of 19355 with an
Ovange Brown used in August 1859 I did not need anyone to tell me
the cover was a fake, Hencse my dear Warren I see no reason why you
ghould be under the impression you had given me some 1nformation L
did not possessa,

I quite agree with you Warren that one can hardly have 8 campre-
hensive knowledge of stamps by simply studying official records,
I do think a thorough knowledge includes not only a thorough undere
standing of stamps, that is, the plates, varieties, impressions,
various colora, etcs etcs, but in additlon\ the uses, rates, postal
markings and the offioial documents of the period, I have made an
earnest effort slong these lines but if I have falled to aequire a
proper understanding I do not care particulerly, because I nake no
claim that T am any sert of an expert, much less an authority. I
have been honest in my desire to lmprove Philately in my modest way
and what contributions I have made from my pen are a matter of recerd



#2.
Nr. Warren H. Colson - Jani 18, 1940,
and the philateliec world is privileged, so far as I am concerned,
to Judge ill or good of what econtributions I have made, If my
knowledge of stamps is very meagre in your estimation, I do trust
you will not hold it against me.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,



e
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" of the coyer was

;S 434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

% 85 % March 20, 1940,

-
Rl N

‘ﬂmr. Re B.‘?reaton,

'4 Pe0s Box' 1853,
1.5 Sen Juan
7-4; . Puerto Rieco.

Deay Nr. Preston:
I am in receipt of yours of the 12th encloaing\tho covgb
Boston to Havana in 1848, I am rather dispesed te belleve {ne
marking 18 -the same as similar ones I have® ‘geen on Various

covers. Daes 1t not road,

"Empresa
Date
Ne.America”,

< I am enclosing you herewith a photo of a gover from New Orleans
to Havana, May 27, 1851, On the faek of-this, in yell

"Empresa, 31 May ia ‘ N, Ameyiea,” . You will ' note' on gﬁe face

in the same yellow ink, UNaturally the red
"Pald 121" wae applied at New Orlesps. I have a record of another
cover stated te be in eran but np d t the same yellow, with
the same wording with date 18 Mey 185 his cover was [rom
#ilmington NaC. to Havena and was routeéd via the "S, 8. Isabel,”
This was the U, S, Mail Steamer on the contraot run from Charleston
yia Key Yest o Havana.

Your eover iaﬂor a date prior to the sstablighment of the
Gharloston—ﬁwm Route, and also before the establishment of the
New York vis Havana to &hn res Nail Line, therefore it was not dee
posited inm the Bdgton Post 0ffice, but wes handed to & salling ship'
for transmission, There were no steam vessels at that time operating

betwoen Bogton or New York and Havana, 1 Lherefere think we are T

quite safe in assuming that both the "1" and the "BEmpresa" were not
‘applied ‘eboard any ships but most certainly at the Havana Post Office.
+" Hevepe used thls same bBlue ink in arter years and unquestionably it
wes 1n una/there at the period of the 1848 Gover, <

M;nMel Hahn wrote me that "Empressa" %s the Spanish for "Company"
“or eould mean "Project" or "Undertaking I do not seeé the sense of
thia, 80 perhaps you can furnish a better explanation for the word,
At any rate, you will note that here are four covers with'Empresa" -
1845 - 1850 and all three from different eou#%ls and by aifferent

routes, & A

I would npprcoiate a reecord of any other cevers yon have or that
yen di&cover with triu “Em»reaa marking.,n w\ \ ,

With kindeat ie ardn X
Corﬁia y y%ﬁro,
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“NAL1” Markings On
Mail To Cuba

By W. L. Bascock, M. D., P

(Our subscribers are urged to take
Stamps”. It is a regular feature, and queries

Specialists have noted for several years
the marking shown in the illustration
without having a clear understanding of
its meaning. This marking has not been
found on any other mail than first class
mail to Cuba. Practically all covers seen
were business correspondence originating
in New York or Philadelphia. Stanley
B. Ashbrook states that at the period of
use of this marking, first class mail pre-
paid with U. S. stamps was only valid to
the Cuban frontier. Deliveries of mail
were made by the steamships at Havana
and further payment was made by the
recipient on delivery. At the time we had
no postal treaty with Spain or her colo-
nies. He surmises that this marking was
applied in the Cuban post office and sug-
gests it may have been a notation of post-
age due. One might further suggest that
the numeral indicates a single rate. Fur-
thermore, does the “NA” stand for North

First Class

. O. Box, 1008, St. Petersburg, Fla.

advantage of the department “Notes on U. S.

will be answered as promptly as possible.)

American mail deliveries, assuming that
the marking was applied at the Havana
post office?

It is believed that this marking “NA”
exists without the numeral and, possibly,
with the numeral 2 to indicate a double
rate. Mr. Ashbrook states that inquiries
were made at the Cuban post office as
to the meaning of the marking. Cuban
postal officials replied that they had no in-
formation whatever on the subject. From
the covers studied, the dates covered the
period 1857-1858. The cover illustrated
is dated Sept. 23, 1858, and is one of six
from the same Philadelphia business
house to Cuban correspondents.

Collectors having covers with this
marking addressed to points other than
Cuba, or further information, are re-
quested to write Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S. Grand Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky.,
or the writer.
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RRY BLOSSOM” LIMITED v+

JANUARY SPECIALS —
‘iﬁﬁv%l:gr?f;:vice <a igg NEw GUINEA #C46_C49—-1939 AIR POST — This is

...... the stunning pictorial issue

1 Welfare issue .60 which ecarries gold across the jungles, where aviators get

ial set of 9 ... .62 $10,000 salary plus malaria, and are likely to be central

Jucal portraits .... .52 figure of a cannibal feast if they crash. AIR SERVICE

Usually appealing.. .30 WITH A THRILL is the story of THIS SPECIAL BAR- 7 75

AGE — Interesting g(’; GAIN OFFER — 80 get it now ......ccveuveiiinancncacs 4
1939 — Set of 4 ... & i a .

\TIVE — Set of 4.. .75 { — You do not realize what a big

orial set of 5 ..... ’iég NEw ISSUE SERVICE:N]\'untage this is until you try it

Telephone

IVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK, N. Y. Teemhone,

NCAAY
Items of Interest to Collectors Gleaned
”ew s from Annual Report of Post-
master General
% A In his annual report on the Post Office
4 Department covering the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1939, Postmaster General
Comlng Issues James A. Farley revealed that shipments

to post offices of postage stamps in sheets,
coils and books totaled 15,262,089,147

Washington Notes

By 1. H. DAVENPORT.

By J. Avery WELLS.

French Colonies — Stamp Collecting
state that 52 new stamps from 18 differ-
ent colonies were scheduled to be placed
on sale December 4th. The values are as Senegal—90c, 1.25f, 2.25t.

S

follows: Somali Coast—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f.

SElnc e B o ac Wallis and Futuna—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f.
renc quatorial Africa—?2.251. We understand that as vet only a very

1 I o o 9 o -
French Guiana—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. few Baye reached New York.

French Guinea—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. 4 :
French Sudan—90c, 1.25f, Italy 55 S‘luyn/) Collecting note that a
Guadaloupe—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. short series of three stamps is to com-

St. Pierre and Miquelon—60c, 70c, 90c,
1.25f, 2.25f.

Inini—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. memorate the centenary of the State Rail-
Ivory Coast—90c, 2.25f. ways, the values being 20c, 50c and 1.25L.
Madagascar—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f, 3f. Liechtenstein — Mr. Maury Swartz
Martinique—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. advises us that two Liechtenstein stamps,
Mauretania—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. the 2f green and 3f blue, are to be issued
New Caledonia—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. in sheets of twelve stamps, and were ex-
Niger—90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. pected to be placed on sale during Decem-
Reunion—90c¢, 1.25f, 2.25f. ber.

A ’ e

¥



February 2, 1940

°

Mr, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S. Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

I received your letter of January 18th shortly
after having mailed mine of the 22nd in which I passed on
some remarks concerning what I think the "N A 1" and "N A 2"
markings probably referred to.

Although I have no actual proof I am reasonably
sure that this marking stood for "Norte America, due one
postal rate". On page 247 of the January AP I show a
somewhat similar marking that had been puzzling me; now
with your markings used at Habana I am of the opinion that
these were applied at Habana and San Juan on incoming
mail from the states to indicate origin and amount of local
charges to be collected,

Unfortunately I have never been fortunate enough
to see a single cover from the states addressed to PR. That
may seem strange, but it only indicates how really scarce
covers are here. Stamp hunters were too active I fear,

At the period of your covers the "inland rate"
per half ounce letter was 3 real, with an additional } real
for each half ounce., The marking that I reproduced on page
247 of the January AP was only saved as a small clipping,
but fortunately one shows a portion of a Baltimore circular
(not oval as incorrectly used) postmark so I can assume that
the original covers were from the states,

I have a number of foreign incoming covers dated
between 1870 and 1875, None from the states, but on each
I find a numeral marking and an equivelant number of stamps,
When a 1 is used there is one stamp (paying the single letter
rate); a 2 and two stamps, and one cover has a 3 with three
stamps., Two such covers are pictured on the enclosed photos,
Please return photos when you have finished with them. I think
the cover with the single stamp is a remarkable cover - note
it was mailed in England, missent to Costa Rica, stamped at the
British PO in Panama (Colon) and upon arrival in PR postage
due was collected by means of a Spanish Colonial stamp.

I have sent our a hurry call to a European dealer
asking for US covers addressed to Puerto Rico. There is a very
slight possibility that I might be able to secure some as this
chap turns up some wonderful things. Should I run across any
further information I will advise you.

You ry /truly
P. O. Box 1832, X )b;IQZJ:\

San Juan, P. Ro



22 January 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
834 S, Grand Ave.,
fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

In a recent number of Mekeel's, Dr, Babcock
pictured and commented upon a cover, from the states addressed
to Cuba which bore a NAl, within a circle, He requested
that information regarding this marking be forwarded to youe.

lhere is no doubt but that this is a Spanish
Colonial rating mark, denoting the amount of postal charges
to be collected from the addressee, It is in the same class
as the Boston and New York "British Packet" markings.

Pedro Monge, in his "Matasellos Espanoles de
Ultramar" (Spanish Overseas Colonial Postmarks) shows a ¢
similar mark as having been inuse at Havana inl871, The
mark he shows lacks the numeral however.,

I note that in the 70's it was the practice here
in Sgn Juan to rate incoming foreign letters in "single letter
postal rate units" instead of in units of value or units of
weight. For instance I have letters, received at the time
when the domestic Puerto Rican postal rates were 250, rated
"1" and assessed 25¢ due charges. Others are rated "2" and
50c was collected, and one one there is found a "3" and the
due charges are shown by three 25¢ Puerto Rican stamps. It
is therefore very probable that the cover pictured was "due
1 real" as the internal rate at this time was 3 real. Too
bad stamps were not also affixed and cancelled.,

Yours very uly
R. B. Preston,
San Juan, s
Puerto Rico



434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Ky.

Jan. 18" 1940‘

Mr. R. B. Preston,
P+ 0s Box 1360,
San Juan,
Puerto Rica,

Dear lr, Preston:

Your letter of the 9th received and I am pleased to learn that
the cut arrived safe and that it was satisfactory,

I am hoping you can help me out on a little problem, I a2m en=
closing you a cleping from Mekeelt!s Weekly of Jan, 18th, Can
you tell me what the "N A" means?

So far as I am aware, the "N A" was only used at Havana on mail
from the U, 8. Pgrhaps I am wirong, I assumed i1t meant North
America but this must be wrong,.

»

We had no postel treaty with Spain at the peried this was used,
hence mail from tis country could only be paild to the Cuban
Frontier, The Cuban "inland" was due on delivery, On single rate
letters, we find an "N A 1" -« on double rates an "N A4 2", Various
types of handstamps were used at various periods in the 1850's
and 1860's, oonaistinﬁ of types as per the Babeock cover and
separate "N A" and "1" and "2", I do not ever recall seeing a,
triple "3" or a quad "4," A1l mail from this country had to be
prepaid either to Havana or Matanzas, Cuban inland could not be
prepaid in this country.

-

i

No doubt the correct answer is the equivalent in Spanish for
"Inland postage due single rate" or "double rate" ete, I have no
idea of what the single rate was in Spanish money or whether the
"1% or "2" gtood for the Spanish sum or meant "single rate" or
"double rate,"

I wrote to the Cuban Post 0ffice Department some weeks ago but
strange to relate, they could not furnish any inform tion.

BI any possible chance, have you any covers te Puerto Kice in
the 1850's or early 1860's from the U, S.? It would be interesting
to learn what markinge such items bore end if they resembled in
any way the Buban "N A 1" ete.

Ary information you can furnish me will be mueh appreclated.

Sincerely yours,
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CONFEDERATE STAMP ALLIANCE

Name

Antrim, Earl
Ashbrook, Stanley B.

Barger, Arthur
Brehmer, Oscar W,
Brooks, Hon. Harold C.

Campbell, J.B.
Coppock, Dr, Frank Jr.

Dabney, Dr. M.Y.
Deats, Hiram E,

De Witt, Cornelius
Dietz, August
Dietz, August Jr.

Fell, H.L.

Eschbach, James W,A.
Grant, Fred J,
Hofmann, Charles L.
Jones, Joseph W.
Kievit, Basil

Lehman, Howard
Lenz, Louis
Lowe, Ross B.

Martin, Roscoe B,
Mathewson, George H.

Mc Kay, Woodrow

Mills, Harold L.

Moses, Milton

Mueller, Col, Harrie S.

Nixon, Scott

Noe, Roland C,

Parker, William H,
Peters, Dr, Don Preston
Reegiey: Mres: JeS8.
Reid, R.J.
Richey, S.W.

Schumacher, A,H.
Shenfield, Lawrence L.
Skinner, Hobart C.
Smith, Reuel W.
Weatherly, Earl A,
Weill, Raymond H,

Weill, Roger G,
Wickersham, Cornelius W,

144-44 Sanford Ave,

614 Union Central Bldg.

429 N.

—— - —

Address

1407 Second St. South - Nampa, Idaho

4%4 S, Grand Ave, - Fort Thomas, Kentucky

i Flushing, LoIo ,NoYo
5722 Broomall Ave, - Philadelphia, Pa.
Marshall, Michigan
Box 1498 - Atlanta, Georgia
- Cincinnati, Ohio

809 Woodward Bldg. - Birmingham,Ala
Flemington, New Jersey

203 Vista Circle - Macon, Georgia

109 E., Carey St. - Richmond, Virginia
109 E. Carey St. - Richmond, Virginia

37th, St, - Savannah, Georgia
- Germantown, Phila. Pa.
Los Angeles, Cal.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Bristol, Virginia
Albany, New York

506 W,
6461 Ross St.
Las Palmas Ave. -

5837 Haglfield St.

304 Lindsay St,
333 Livingston Ave. =

36 St. - New York City, New York
Box 872 - Lake Charles, Louisiana
932 Franklin St. - Watertown, New York

15 w.

Forrestville, New York

Jackson, Georgia

Box 463 - Lexington,, North Carolina
19 Ferdinand St. - Worcester, Mass
916 Main St. - Lynchburg, Virginia
145 N, Main St.~- Witchita, Kansas

1007 Hickman Road - Augusta, Georgia
2235 Cleneay Ave, - Norwood, Ohio
111 Lady Astor St. - Danville, Virginia
Allied Arts Bldg. - Lynchburg, Virginia

- Pensecola, Florida
Chatham,Virginia
- Cincinnati, Ohio

701 N. Palafax St.
802 Traction Bldg.

5239 Huntingdon Place - Houston, Texas

40 Highland Circle - Bronxville, N,Y.

621 Salt Springs Road -~ Syracuse, N.Y,.
78 Main Street - Auburn, Maine

E., 3 Irving Park Manor - Greensboro, N.C,

- New Orleans, Louisiana
- New Orleans, Louisiana
- New York City, N.,Y.

407 Royal St.
407 Royal St.
14 Wall St.
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NON-POLITICAL

I}:,’ar CaSa A, 5

F course, we are all interested

in the coming American

Hero Series and gratified to
learn that one stamp of this set will
honor the two great Confederate
Leaders, General Lee and ‘‘Stone-
wall” Jackson. Although consigned
to the least-used denomination—the
4c.—we may be assured that this
stamp will become the rarest of
the set.

I trust you are reading the arti-
cles concerning the design, which
have appeared in May and June.
If you think the suggestion offered
by the writer of sufficient dignity,
sentiment and  historical value,
please follow the movement now on
in Virginia and write your Senator
or/and Congressman, urging its
adgption. Yes, write direct to the
President about it.

Tae patriotic societies of Rich-
mond and the neighboring districts,
in mass-meeting, have endorsed this
design, and the press of this city
has given front page space to the
Lee-Jackson stamp with “The Last
Meeting in the foreground. Fred-
erick Halpin engraved it on steel,
which fact makes it of singular
interest to collectors of Confederates.

Fall in line and help “get it
across”! Since we are to have but
one “Confederate” stamp, let it be
the bearer of sentiment and peace
and good will and at the same time
historic and artistic.

A membership of seventy-six is
quite encouraging when you con-
sider the limited object of our
Alliance and the fact that we have
never engaged in propaganda or
instituted an intensive drive for

candidates. But our roll should be

increased to twice this number be-

fore activities begin in the Fall.
Here it is:

Ashbrook, Stanley B., 64 Arcadia Drive,
Lakeside Park, Fort Mitchell, Ky.

Ashburn, Paul, 224 S. Main St., Winston-
Salem, N. C.

Bailey, John H., Hanbrow Park, Caledonia,
New York.

Barger, Arthur, 144-44 Sanford Ave., Flush-
ing, L. I, N. Y.

Barry, R. A., Stamp Editor Herald Tribune,
New York, N. Y.

Bentz, Kenneth G., 658 Park Drive, N. E.,
Atlanta, Ga.

Brehmer, Oscar W., 5722 Broomall Ave.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Brooks, Hon. Harold C., Marshall, Mich.

Brown, Stephen D., 233 Glen St., Glens
Falls, N. Y.

Bryan, N. McKay, Custodian Tennessee
Historical Society, Nashville, Tenn.

Cline, Elmer E., Auburndale, Florida.

Dabney, Dr. M. Y., 809 Woodward Build-
ing, Birmingham, Ala.

David, Dr. M. P. von, Box 1181, San An-
tonio, Tex.

Deats, Hiram E., Flemington, N. J.

Delahoussaye, W. L., 2513 S. Ryan St.,
Lake Charles, La.

Dietz, August, 109 E. Cary St., Richmond,
Virginia,

Dietz, August Jr., 109 E. Cary St., Rich-
mond, Va.

Dollison, John A., Quaker City, Ohio.

Drake, Charles H., Braselton, Ga.

Faulstich, Fred, 2285 Sedgwick Ave., New
York, N. ¥:

Fell, H. L., 506 W. 37th St., Savannah, Ga.

Finch, J. T., Sinton, Texas.

Fink, Paul M. Jonesboro, Tenn.

Freeman, R. T., 242 Arcade Building, At-
lanta, Ga.

Grannis, William B., 2500 West Linden
Ave., Nashville, Tenn.

Ham, George C., 180 Cliff St., Naugatuck,
Conn.

Hammer, Birchall, 503 Spring Ave., Elkins
Park, Pa,

Harris, Harry, John Marshall Hotel, Rich-
mond, Va.

Hofmann, Charles L., 901 West Grace St.,
Richmond, Va,

Hubert, Thos. H. Jr., 1228 Fourth Ave.,
S. Birmingham, Ala.

Jones, Jos. W.,
Bristol, Tenn.

Kelly, Robert S., 204 Spring St., N. E.,
Nashville, Tenn.

Kievit, Basil, 333 Livingston Ave., Albany,
New York,

101 Pennsylvania Ave.,

Kraft, Edward, 130 Madison Ave., Louis-
ville, Ky.

Lehman, Howard, 119 W. 71st St., New
York City, N. Y.

Lenz, Louis, Lake Charles, La.

Logan, Allen, Overland Park, Kansas.

Longshore, R. L., 5868 De Givarville St.,
St. Louis, Mo,

Mann, Muse Eugene, 1416 Seventeenth Ave.,
Columbus, Ga.

Martin, Roscoe B., Forrestville, N. Y.

McKay, Woodrow, Lexington, N. C.

Miller, R. P, M. D., Old Hickory, Tenn.

Mills, Harold L., 19 Millbrook St., Worces-
ter, Mass.

Morgan, Branch B.,
Richmond, Va.

Moses, Milton, 916 Main St., Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Mueller, Lieut.-Col. Harrie S., 145 Main
St., Wichita, Kans.

Murphy, Miss Lelia, New Market, Tenn.

Needham, Henry C., 89 Hancock Street,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Nelson, Robert S., 635 Young St., Selma,
Ala,

Nixon, Scott, 1007 Hickman Road ‘(The
Hill”, Augusta, Ga.

Noe, Roland C., 2235 Cleneay Ave., Not-
wood, Ohio.

Olsen, John C., 1922 N. Clark St., Chicago,
Illinois.

Parker, William H., 111 Lady Astor St.,
Danville, Va.

Paschall, Hillyard, 814 Independent Life
Building, Nashville, Tenn.

Peters, Dr. Don Preston,
Building, Lynchburg, Va.

Place, W. C., State St., Caledonia, N. Y.

Reese, Mrs. J. S., 701 North Palafax Street,
Pensacola, Fla.

Reid, R. J., Chatham, Va.

Reeves, Capt. A. R., Sumter, S, C.

Richey, S."W., 802 Traction Building, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio.

Risteau, William John Jr., 4835 Jackson
Park Blvd., Chicago, Ill.

Samuel, J. B., 418 Clark Street, Knoxville,
Tenn,

Scheer, George F., 1411 E. Main St., Rich-
mond, Va.

Schumacher, A. H., 907 Harold Avenue,
Houston, Tex,

Smith, Reuel W., Auburn, Maine.

Stanley, Bolling C., 217 N. Calhoun St.,
Tallahassee, Fla.

Stone, William Carlos, 21 Princeton St.,
Springfield, Mass,

Spaulding, H. R., Spaulding’s Hotel Cor-
poration, New York Citv.

Streeter, Royal A., 807 C. Ave., N. W.,
Cedar Rapids, Towa.

Weatherly, A. Earl, E3, Irving Park Manor,
Greensboro, N. C,

Weill, Raymond H., 74 Neron Place, New
Orleans, La.

Weill, Roger G., 407 Royal St., New Or-
leans, La.

Wellford, J. McD., 409 W. Franklin St.,
Richmond, Va.

Wiseman, Robert, 840 Main St., Danville,
Virginia,

Woodward, M. C., 120 N. Daisy Street,
Morristown, Tenn,

Womack, C. R. Jr., 212 W. Broad Street,
Cookeville. Tenn.

1534 Park Avenue,

Medical Arts

AuG. DIETZ, Pres. pro tem.
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March 7, 1940

Mr. Stanley Ashbrock
Fort Thomas,
Ky .

Dear Mr. Ashbrook:

The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY was started by
the New York Philatelic Society with Vol I #1 March 1, 1868.
This ran to Vol XII #156 of Dec. 20,.1878 when thetitle
was changed to AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY AND COIN ADVERTISER
and was published by Scott & Co. Under this revised title
‘, the publication ran from Vol XIII #1 of Jan 1879 through

Vol XX March 1886. During thissecond phase, the paper appeared

as a quarterly, in fact during 1884, 1885 and 1886 there were
only two issues in each of these yars.,

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY-- SECOND SERIES
was started by Scott Stamp & Coin Co. with a new numbering
scheme in 1888. Their Vol I #1 was isued in February 1888
and they ran the publication continuously through to Vol XIX
#12 which is dated Decembe 1906. There were 228 issues in 19 Volumes.

Our duplicate stock can supply Vols. I-II-III-IV-V
VIII-IX-X-XI of the original series.

On the "SECOND SERIES" we can supply the entire
publication from Vol I #1 to the end Vol XIX #12. Of these,
a number of volumes are bound in the original binding Viz
" Vols IV-V-VI-IX-X-XIII-XIV-XV., Vols I and III are also bound
but not in sam type binding as the originals. Volumes VII-VII-VIII
XI-XII-XVI-XVII-XVIII and XIX are unbound the same as the
volumes we recently sent you. '

We would make a price of thirty (#30.00) dollars
for the volumnes ofthe ORIGINAL SERIES we have tooffer and on.
the SECOND SERIES we would make a flat price of twenty ($20.00)
dollars shipping BOUND volumes wherever we hdd them, otherwise
unbound. Since you already have some of the volumes, we.
would allow you for these at rate of #1.00 per volume for those

which you have and not ship duplicates. Inother words, the complete



Mr, Stanley Ashbrook Page #2 Mar..7,. '40

SECOND SERIES would cost you eighteen ($18.00) dollars since
you already have two of them which we just sent - Vols X and XII

We believe thid these prices are very reasonable for
a complete set of this SECOND SERIES as it is a valuable
reference work and would be an addition to anyones library.

Will be glad to send along anything you desire in
way of single volumes, but we could only furnish UNBOUND
volumes in these singles. The offer made above is more to
your advantage since we are off ering BOUND volumes at price
of unbound ,when they are available, whne the entire set is
taken.

Yours very truly

THE COLLECTORS CLUB

Y

W. Lloyd Heath
WLH:H For Library Committee



COPY

FOR INFORMATION OF

FROM CLARENCE WILSON BRAZER, REGISTERED ARCHITECT
CROZER BLDG., CHESTER, PA. 232 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK CITY

4584
Hay 1, 1940

iy, ¥, C. Bond, Superintendent

ILibrary of Congress

Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Bond:

ir, Stanley B, ashbrook has forwarded me your letter to him
of April 27th in regard to the llason's Essay Numbers used in the
chapter I wrote fai his book, These are taken from “Zssays For
United States Postage Stamps" by 3dward H. Mason published by the
ﬁ%ndbaok Committee>6f the american Philatelie Society, 1911 and
léng out of priﬁt. It is 90 pages 4} x 6} paper bound and a
 supplement, “lore Zssays for United States rostage Stamps” by
the same authé;, ﬁpril 1912, 16 pages brings the iisting up to
date as he knew it; I have one copy of each of the above in un-
9sed condition forfsale @ 87.50 and night be able to obtain one
or two more to fill orders. It is the only known nearly complete
book on the subject. He also wrote, "The Proofs and Hssays for
U, S, Znvelopes" published 1911 by J. ¥. Bartels Co, , 7 John St,
N. Y. Cs

Several years ago when the late Rrunest A, Ackerman willed his
monumental collection of Us 5, Proofs and Zssays to the Congressione
al Library, I was requested of =y friend Dr, Leicester B. Holland
to tell him about the paltry three volumes received which I told
him were only a small portion of his ceollection and in no sense a

worthy memorial to ifxr, Ackerman, Hany of these ure wrongly



COPY

FOR INFORMATION OF

FROM CLARENCE WILSON BRAZER, REGISTERED ARCHITECT
f enardbo | /CROZER(BLDGI; CHESTER] PAL (232 MADISON AVEL NEw YORRICITY : 2
iizifi%}é%;% on,the pages,upot Yhigh they sre mounted and should be

Your Clarence H., Zagle Collection of ¥, 5. Revenue Stamp
Proof's and Essays is monumentaljtho poorly mounted and described,
The only fairly comnlete (tho indefinite) listing of these Revenue
Proofs was written by George L. Toppan and published by the Scott
Stanmp and Coin Co, Ne Ye Ce in 1904 entitled, "A Tentative Check
List of the Proofs ef the Adhesive Postage and Revenue Stamps of
the United States" which you probubly have, as it was copyrighted,
I do not know of any published lis%t of U, 5. Revenue Ossays.
Seott's U, B, Catalog has a more complete listing of the knowm
Proofs and Trial Color Proofs of U, 8, Adhesive Postage % Revenue
Stamps but the trial color list is only a beginning.

I have in preparation A Historical Catalog of U, S, Stamp
Zgsays and Froofs, the first part The Omzha, Trans-iississippl
Issue, 18938 was copyrighted in 1939,

If there is any further information desired about T, 35,

Agsays and Proofs, I will be delighted to be of service.

Faithfully yours,

Ceu

CiB:SG Clarence W, Brazer
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Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
394 PARK AVENUE

BET. S3RD AND S4TH STS.
NEw YORK. N. Y.

May 16, 1940

Stenley B, Ashbrook, Esq.,
434 S, Grend Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Dear Mr. Aghbrook:

In my desire to give you a full end complete answer to your two
letters I overlooked one point; that is, in regard to the 24¢ #60
and #70b,

I think you can realize that as one grows older his viewpoint on

meny things change. I have come to the conclusion I am not hendling
any stamps until a certeinty in my own mind has been established as

to the soundness and correctness of what I offer. Knowing these two
stamps to be frequently misclassified I deliberately refrained from
handling them until the Philatelic Research Laboratories have provided,
through their study, an absolutely certain means of providing correct
classification,

I also forgot to tell you about Mr. Martin's 244 invert block. It

might interest you to know that Mr., Lichtenstein did not request the
block to be exhibited in New York, and that at the last moment the
committee at Weshington preveiled upon me to show it there, I cannot
help expressing a little disappointment about the Collectors Club
exhibition, Here was a great opportunity to do something for the publiec.
The New York press gave preliminary plans a big write-up and everyone
was under the impression that the public would be invited, and when the.
exhibition was finally held it was limited to members and 2 limited number
of guests,

When one of the members invited me 2s a guest I could not refrein from
telling him how I felt in the matter, Here was the opportunity for what
has been called the foremost collectors orgenizetion in the country to
do something for the public on the most momentous occasion which has

as yet teken place in postel history, instead, it was handled as &
"closed corporation”., Of course, the excuse was limited facilities for
display, but an organization like the Collectors Club could easily have
secured larger querters for such an event. I feel they fell far short
of what wes expected of them,

If I had knomwhat it was going to be I would not have hesitated to spend
a few hundred dollars end with the assistance of meny of my friends put

on an exhibition for the re2l collecting public, giving them an opportunity
to ses the things they read about for to some people there is quite as much
pleasure in looking &t stamps es in actual ownership,

#ith kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely ¥ours,
Y. SOUREN x

SY;:bs By ;7—74
i
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Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS
394 PARK AVENUE

BET. S3RD AND S54TH STS.
NEw YORK. N. Y.

May 15, 1940

Stanley B. Aghbrook, Esqg.,
434 S, Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

. Dear Mr, Aghbrook:

There are two letters of yours which I have to answer. I had intended answer-
ing your first one before this, but have been so extremely busy so I will reply
to them one by one.

For quite sometime I heve realized that your time and knowledge have been entitled

to more than words of praise, and that you were deserving of substantial acknow-
ledgment, While I have not told you of this and would not if you hadn't written

me so frankly, when Mr, Carhart told me you had some intention of establishing
yourself in New York I made my effort to see that he would receive your support

in obtaining stampw for his collection, I know that he has purchased a2 number

of items from you, ell of which ere eppropriate for his collection, In order to

do this I purpdsely refrained from showing him enything I might have in the lines

of his interests, and recently when I would bring out a few things a2ll he could do
was query why I hed not shown them to him before. That, however, is beside the point,

I want you to know that I am one who admires your accomplishments and capacity for
philatelic research, coupled with your efforts to raise the level of philately.
Anyone who labors to the extent that you do becomes & candidate for the poor house
by devoting the amount of time and effort you have done without compensation. I

s have made my own sacrifices since the Laboratories were established, Of course,
certein petty individuals have been trying to discourage the Laboratory by pre-
senting problem after problem of petty nature, trying to discredit the activities, ‘
It has even gone so far as to report to the federal authorities that the Laboratory
activities were illegal. A confersence of two hours was sufficient to convince the
government authorities that the work done in the Laboratories is not a2lone a benefit
to philately, but of assistence in some of their work, and as & result of this
conference we, not alone, have permission to continue, but the active support and
encouregement of certain government depertments,

R,

[

trying to tax my business to such an extent that I would be compelled to give up

the Laboretories, However, whatever we are doing will only be given to the publie
through open publication. The Laboratories are still in en embryonic stage, but
enough has been accomplished to change the entire espect of philately. I don't

have to tell you what effect it has on the many who are posing as experts. However,
the work of the Laboratories has been sufficient to cause me to approach any

subject without any preconceived opinions,

As & result of this I pay absolutely no attention to certain sources which are

The reason I wrote you in regard to seeing your name in the Hermer catalogue is
that I have been preaching certein things; whether I am right or wrong I meintein
my principles. TYou undoubtedly know that every three weeks or so we hold mail

S O RO I T R PR
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seles. In the various collections offered there are occasional exemples of stamps
which, today, we cannot accept &s reguler postal issues. Before we had no reason

to question these as stamps, end since they were gensrally accepted, we listed them
on a2 basis of Scott's catalogue, Now, since in our own minds we are fully convinced
that such items are not postege stamps, we stated so in our catalogue; and curiously
enough have been receiving higher bids for the things,

Well, as I said before you have to make & living end through your own labor, and
I congratulete you on that stand. Now, to the second letter, you cen see from
what I have written before that the work of the Laboratories has shown definitely
that there is a great deal of knowledge which must be "unlearned" regerding
previously held conceptions of certein United States stamps,

The question you bring out most prominently is that of the 3¢ pink. I distinctly
remember the book you brought to my office not so long ago in which you had graded
3¢ 1851-61 according to color., Almost immediately I took my private collection

and went over it very carefully. To speak frankly, I questioned mentally some of
your classifications, I brought out 2 mint block of 3¢ pink, but did not mention
about the quantities of the used stamps which I have, The Laboratories have worked
for days and days to uncover & means by which a 3¢ pink can be determined accurately.
They have found that eyesight is one thing and scientific examination another. These
tests have shown that the stamps of the "pink" eclessification are printed with an ink
the pigments of which ere entirely different from the rose pigments. The ink is of
2 distinectly different character, :

Every stamp in the book sent Mr. Ireton offered as pink was printed with the ink

of this distinctive pigment, and did not involve eyesight., Do you think we would
heve sent them out without confirmation of the pigment? One cannot use the "pigeon
blood pink" es a criterion, It is a beautiful color, of course, but only one of
many shade variations in this stemp. I know the color well. I have at least two on
cover, but to compere the "pigeon blood" with ordinery pink shades is like comparing
quintuplets to a normal birth. Do you know of eny dealer who could give such a wide
selection of the rare stamps included in the book in selected condition? There is

e difference between advertising an item end supplying it. We don't advertise unless
there are at least 100 specimens on hend, and they are all confirmed before being
offered,

If I recall correctly you had e 3¢ pink with a peculiar cancellation used at
Cooperstown, New York. The shade of the stemp is distinctive and as far as I lmow
has not been found used from any other town., I conclude from this that the stamps
wers all from a single consignment, perhaps experimentel. I would suggest that you
take this stamp and hold it before & strong light and you will see something interest-
ing, It is a good example of how one can be fooled by his own eyesight,

I agree thoroughly with you that one must have the knowledge and background before

he caen underteke the study of stamps on a basis of scientific research. Strictly
philatelic factors cannot be introduced whether one is studying the 3¢ pink, the
shades of the 1847 issues, or eny variations., There are means of determining color
in terms of mathematic equations. Thése, however, will reflect only the actusl color
of the stamp when examined, and cannot take such factors as soaking, light and
extraneous causes into consideration., TFor this reason, pigment analysis is the most
certein means of color determination,




Ko w

S. Aghbrook, Esq. Pege 3.

I am not doing any of this work for praise or credit. I can tell you thet I have

a personal collection of early United States stamps, the velue of which runs into
over seven figures, The Laboratories exist to check my supposed knowledge of stamps
and that of others against besic physical facts. It hes been distinctly proven to
me that one cannot rely entirely on eyesight or experience. The laboratory study
of stemps goes fer deeper then that,

In the past I have let myself depend to some extent on the knowledge of others-—-
some who call themselves experts. The experience has been elmost universal, that
after I asked a question that might enlighten me to some extent, they loudly pro-
cleimed directly to my customers: "I taught Souren 21l he knows about stamps",
However, whatever I know, or don't know, about stemps does not enter into the work
of the Laboratories. It is up to them to uncover facts independently, and any time
you or Mr, Ireton happen to be in New York it will bBe a pleasure to show you some
things of unusual interest.

With kindest regerds, I am
Sincerely yours,

Y. SOUREN CO

SY; bs

P, 8. There is a rather contradictory statement in your letter that I cannot

quite understand. In one veragraph you mention "Every stamp bought and sold cannot
be submitted to & leboretory exemination nor be submitted to authorities on proper
catelogue classificetions,” In a peregraph later on you state" If a dealer does
not know a pink, etc... is there any reason why he 3fldn't submit such things

(of which he is ignorant) to one who is qualified to pass on them?" It seems to

me that the Laboretories are cepable of determining such questions on any contro-
versiel stamp,

We should like to see the tfio bank note stemps you mention, but as the Laboratories
are so0 occupied with remunerative work it is hard to say when an exemination could

be completed. If you don't care how long it takes you might send them, but if the

examinetion is going to be compliceted, like that involved in the Knapp 10¢ "shift"
we might feel compelled to decline the exemination et this time,




April 16, '40

Dear lir. Ashbrook:

I owe you several apologies for not
sooner answering your kind letter of Oct.
5th, 1939. I ask you to believe that no
intentional discourtesy is at the bottom of
it. The fact is, I have been very much
upset for more than a year by Mrs. Sampson's
long sickness. She was in the hospital nine
months in serious condition. Now that she
seems on the road to recovery, I am begin=-
ning to catch up on stamp matters.

I have enjoyed and profited by your
article on the 1647 issue in the first Stamp
Specialist, and hope you will contribute more
to that publication soon. You might possibly
make some intercsting discoveries among the
bunch I have assembled. The next time you arej
East, if between May 15th and Oct. 15th, why &
not run up to Maine and put in a few days
going over my stuff? I have eleven volumes o}
1847's mounted, largely covers, and consider-§
able unmounted material.

My summer place in Maine 1is only over- |
night from New York. Leaving New York at 8:50&
P.M. you can be in my dooryard by 10:30 the
next morning. Believe me, I'll be real glad
to have you come, and am inclined to think

you will find enough of interest to compensat¢

you. With all %ood wishes, |




GEORGE R.M.EWING
52 VANDERBILT AVENUE
NEW YORK,N.Y.

May 15th, 1940,

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq,.,
434 South Grand Avenue,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:-

If you'll pardon my method of crashing
through your front door - I'd like to express my humble
thanks and appreciation for the perfectly swell manner imn
which you arranged and described the sections of my collect
-ion that Mr, Harmer sent you,

I know, perfectly well, that you only
bothered with it through your friemndship for lir, Harmer, in
consequence of which fact I don't fit into the picture,
Neverthe less, I1'd feel remiss in my obligations if T failed
to register my own feelings directe.

It is a new experience to me to sell my
stamps and it's a bit hard to see them broken up, never hav-
ing contemplated the necessity when I was gathering them,
Yet - I have had so many friendly hands extended to assist
Mr. Harmer in seeing that they are displayed to the best
advantage that it leaves me stumbling around in my attempt
to find the words to express my appreciation, and the know-
ledge brings a considerable amount of consolation.

So please accept my thanks for your
share in it, and no one knows better than myself what you
did, because I know the scrambled mess that was sent to you,
I bad never mounted my 19th Century because I was still gath
-ering them when I decided to step aside,

Also please accept my personal regards.

e ,QQ.W\@'.*/
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TERMS OF SALE

All stamps are sold by the lot for cash to the highest bidder.
Every stamp in this sale is warranted genuine.

Claims, if any, must be made within 3 days after receipt
of goods.

Lots deseribed with defects, cannot be returned.

All lots bought by room bidders are to be taken up and paid
for within twenty-four hours. All mail bidders unless they are
known to us or send us acceptable commercial reference, will be
notified of the total of the lots secured for them, and upon
receipt of the amount due us, their lots will be forwarded.
Credit terms must be made before the sale.

The right is reserved to withdraw any lot prior to the sale.

We charge no commission for purchasing at our sales, but
charge cost of forwarding and insuring or registering lots
purchased.

The stamps in this catalogue will be exhibited at our offices,
Non. 68 Nassau St., New York City, until the day of sale.

Priced catalogues of this sale may be had for 50c.

Orders may be noted on the bid slip.

KINDLY SEND US YOUR BIDS EARLY.
Prospective bidders known to us, who desire to see any of
the lots, may have them sent for inspection on request and pay-
ment of postage and registration both ways, but no lots will be

zent out within a week of the sale.
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1

2 — — unsigned on thin white, red “Paid” 'cancel, wvery =
scarce, (171), (9x11) 150.003J —
3 — — unsigned on thin bluish, all margins, blue pen cancel,
very fine, (17f), (9x1) 150.00 30 —
4 — — signature type IIl, horizontal pair on white, large mar- )
gins, very rare 200.00’}5 o
5 — — on vertical ribbed white, signature type III, unused, (o
~ very fine 150.00 59/
6 — — double transfer on gray, signature type III, unused,
Y very fine 150.0057:’:“
7 — — vertical stitch watermark, signature type V, close at
right, very rare, uncatalogued, only one known thus far —2o-
8 — — variety of signature I. C. M., very fine, very rare, un- 4, ., o
catalogued, unique [
<, 9 — — reprint on white, No. 9 on plate, unused, superb 1o fo
¢, 10 — — — on blue, No. 1, superb e
11 — — — on blue, No. 6, superb P
12 — — — on blue, No. 8, shaded stock, superb 2l
4 13 — — — blue on white, superb 77—@&
<14 — — — brown on white, No. 1, superb :
615 — — — scarlet on white, superb -
16 — green on white, superb ﬁj(
17 1846 Providence, 5¢ black, block of 4, superb, (18), (10x1), By,
unused very rare 100.00 7=
18 — — horizontal pair, superb 45.00 [& 7
19 — — single, large margins, superb ;. 20.00¢
A @ — — cancelled usual pen check, very rare ’V’)~L°275.00 6 3~
®\55"2 — — 10c black, (19), (10x2), unused, superb 90.00
22 1847, 5¢ brown, (28) unused, o. g., gum crease, very fine  75.00/§~
23 — — large margins, red grid cancel, very fine 900 Go
- L24 — — red New York PM, scarce 60
-5 25 — — horizontal pair, blue cancel, superb, very early im-
) pression 30. 00 D —
26 — — blue grid cancel, very fine 10.00 S"“
27 — — seal brown, blue cancel, superb 10. 00g7
28 — — blue “Paid” in oval cancel, very fine 18.00 10 -
29

Catalogue
63rd Auction Sale

Tuesday, October 10, 1939, 2 P. M.

UNITED STATES.

1845, New York, 5c black on bluish, unsigned, horizontal parr, =P
fine margins, blue pen cancel, very rare (17f), (9x1f) 300.00 /¢~

— — blue numeral “2” in circle cancel, very fine 36.00:2 2
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30 1847, 5¢ brown (28), slanting numeral “5” in blue cancel,

31
32
33

34
35

36

very fine

— numeral 5 in circle, blue cancel, slight crease

— orange shade, fancy blue “5” cancel, superb

— magenta “Hartford” pmk., also light pen check, very
fine, very scarce

— scarce shade, black grid cancel, superb

— orange, creased before printing, red grid cancel, a
rarity, very fine

— black brown, horizontal pair, large margins on piece,
nicely pen cancelled and tied red Cincinnati postmark,
very rare

— brown orange, three large margins, close but clear of
design at bottom, black grid cancel, very scarce

— double transfer top, red cancel, very fine

— double transfer top and bottom, red cancel, very fine
10c¢ black (29), unused, no_gum, superb, very rare

— very lightly cancelled in red, superb

— another red grid cancel, very fine

— blue “Paid” in oval cancel, very fine

— stick pin variety L 52 on plate, blue grid cancel, very
fine

— white paper, black town cancel, very fine

— black grid cancel, very fine

1851, 1c blue, type 1B (30B), large margins, lightly cancelled,

very fine looking but has thin spot

1c pale blue, type Il (31), Plate 1 early, black grid can-
cel, very fine, very scarce

— blue, type I, black town cancel, very fine

— type IV, ornaments complete top and nearly complete
bottom, fine appearance but thin

— double recuts top and bottom, black town, light crease,
very fine

— recut once top, twice bottom, black grid cancel, su-
perb

3c red (33), unused, no gum, very fine

— dull red, laid paper, close at top and right, black town
cancel, very rare, out of McDaniel collection

— horizontal pair, left stamp GENTS, No. 66RII, very
scarce

— on surfaced paper, horizontal pair, black cancel, —ETS
HARB—, a great rarity

— strips of 3 horizontal, five shades used

— five strips of 3, used

— 3 vertical strips of 3, used

— two strips and a block of three, used

— five pairs, used

— five pairs, used

— five pairs, used

— five pairs, used

36. 00,5

b
36. oo@

1,
37. m)ﬂ/3i1

17.50 % -
1750 5~

85.00 ) ("~

32.0(&5/
38500

35.00 1] —
35009\
150.00'S OS“
32.50 7
3250, 34/

7. San Q,o

105.004 p &
100.00 2% ~
60.002.°F =

150.00 Q’lﬂ'z
Lo
7.00; (°
_l,éi
35.00 |7~

9.00 9 4°
5.00 ).

10

1030 3~
_JA0

2250 L¥o
22.50 |, 45
13.50 1 -

13 50 \*_ l’v
17.50 # 0
17.50 5 52
17.50 5 §°
17.50\{0'}
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1851, 3¢ red (33), five pairs, used

St

— — five pairs, used 17.50 & —
— five pairs, used 1785085
— five pairs, used 17.50°§ -
— six vertical pairs, used 21.00 L -~
— six vertical pairs, used 21.00 { —
— eleven picked singles, very fine, used o f S0
— twelve picked singles, very fine, used BEE
— twelve picked singles, blue cancels, very fine 3 790
— twelve picked singles, very fine, used ) :

— twelve picked singles, very fine, used d34a
— twelve picked singles, very fine, used > e
— twelve picked singles, very fine, used 240

— eleven picked singles, very fine, used
— nine picked singles, very fine, used
— six extra fine singles, very fine, used
— pair and five singles, Railroad cancellations, black,
blue, red, very scarce [
— unlisted crack across face, large margins, red grid can- f_f
cel, very scarce —
— crack 94L5, all margins, lightly cancelled, very fine
— line through “Three Cents” black town cancel, very
fine 2000 [© —

orange brown, two black, two blue cancels, very fine 11.00 5 70
5c red brown (34), vertical pair, black N. O. postmark,
very fine 250.001 Lo —

— single, large margins, black N. O. postmark, very fine 37.50 \q Ko
10c green (35, 358), vertical pair, top stamp type III,

bottom type I, black N. O. postmark, margin close at left 96
but very fine and rare i
— type I, New York clipper cancel, very fine 40.00 27
— type I, horizontal strip of four, close at bottom, right /
stamp light crease, black N. O. postmark, fine and very i
rare 120.003D
— — horizontal strip of four, close at bottom, large mar-

gins, top shows parts adjoining stamps, black S. F. pmk, Ul
very rare 120.00 “7
— horizontal pair, very large margins, black Shelburn

Falls pmk., very rare 300072 §~

— vertical pair, top stamp type IIl, bottom type II, black

grid cancel, very fine 31 251’
— single, superb ; ']3’
— N. Y. Clipper cancel, very fine

— black Steam Ship cancel, very fine, rare 40 00‘}/\(’

— horizontal pair, right stamp double transfer, very early 3¢ —
impression, superb, very rare 42.50
— dark green, double transfer, light postmark, superb  20.00 ! '2,{‘7

— yellow green, double transfer, New York pmk, black,

3
superb 2

20.00 (@:&
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\,gg 100 1851, 10c green, type II, blue grid cancel, much underpriced, (o -~
superb 9.00
_ 101 — — type III, green, unused, no gum, very fine 60.00 [
WA 102 — — horizontal strip of three, close left, black grid cancel, REo
A very rare 67.50 4 |
~ 103 — — horizontal pair, black grid, large margins, fine, scarce 3250 |8~
104 — — red Paid and part black postmark, very fine 17.50G ~
105 '}~ 10c green, type 1V, horizontal strip of three, center stamp

g

AN 3R1, the only recut on misplaced transfer in righthand ) t&

\)\‘“" F pane, unused, o. g., large margins, superb and a great CHU
(
L

rarity 1500.00
106 — — — vertical strip of three on piece, tied black New Or-
g leans Aug. 3, 1857 postmark, top stamp recut top and
/ bottom, center stamp recut top, bottom stamp type III, (0
\ﬁ Nos. 64, 74 and 84 L1 on plate, close at top, crease be- \r)«l/“/
tween second and third stamp, very fine appearance and 4
a great rarity 600.00 ,,
(:) 107 — — — horizontal pair, left stamp recut top, 3 R1, black ( o
U}S N. Y. pmk, very fine, very rare 150.00"
108 — — — horizontal strip of three, center stamp recut top,
_.(D 86L1, the stamps have been partially severed showing ,’lo <
\)& method of separation before perforation was invented,
“black Phila. pmk., superb, very rare 270.00
109 — — — horizontal pair, right stamp recut bottom, 54L1, .
close at bottom and right but a fine and rare pair ]57.50“‘
— — — recut top 3RI1, red cancel, small corner crease, j’)
rare 85.0612‘
— — — recut top 65L1, nicely pen cancelled, superb 75.002J =
— — — recut top, 74L1, margins all around, except top
left corner, blue town cancel, very rare S0.00gJ i
— — — recut top 86L1, black Colombia, Cal. postmark, QX i
*  superb 75.00 VO~
114 — — — recut bottom, 54L1, black and red foreign pstm., 20’
very fine 85.00 -7/
115 — — — recut bottom, 55L1, black pstm., very fine 75.003f"
116 — — — recut bottom, 76L1, black pstm., very fine 75.00 4 ¢ —
117 — — — recut top & bottom, 64L1, fine appearance but small S
scissors cut and creased, used 125.00'7~(
118 — 12c¢ black (36), strip of three, heavy black grid cancel,
close at top, a rare piece 42.00(‘1’
119 — — horizontal pair, all margins, light grid cancel, very fine 30.002.©~
Ve 120 — — horizontal pair, Houston, Texas pen cancel, very fine 30.00 |& ~~
‘-*k‘.» 121 — — black postmark, very fine 12004 5©
y £,122 — — black checker board cancel of Hawaii, very fine, very ..
‘J( o rare 12.00 \ ‘0//
y 123 — — double transfer, L3, black postmark, very fine 25.0010

124 1857, 1c dark blue, type 1a (40B), plate 4, light black grid
cancel, fine, very rare

M \ /q N
i e ’ ‘

125.00 LH =
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125 1857, 1c blue, type Il (41), horizontal pair, black postmark,
fine

— black grid cancel, fine (41)

1c dark blue, type III (42), plate 4, black pmk., very fine
— block of 4, type llla (42B), Plate 4, unused, o. g., slight
gum crease, very rare

— type Illa (42b), 1c dark blue, used, perfs touch top and
right

1c blue, type IV (42D), black postmark, double transfer,
one inverted, 71L1L, very rare

1c blue, type V (42f), black, blue, red; red and black and
blue carrier cancels, very fine

132 — — pair and five singles, shades, fine lot, used
133 — — pair and three singles, black carrier cancels, very fine
134 — 3c rose, type I (43), unused, o. g., fine
135 — — dull red, unused, o. g., very fine
y g(; — — seven stamps, shades and cancellations
A ’ﬂ”}N "~ — 3c dull red, type II (44), block of four, mint, superb
v 138 — — used lot of 36 stamps, rare varieties and cancellations,
very fine
139 — 5c red brown, type I (46), red grid cancel, perfs cut bot-
tom, fine, scarce
140 — 5c Indian red, black town cancel, perfs. touch right and
bottom, fine, rare
141 — 5c brown (47), black town cancel, perfs. touch right, very
fine
L 142 — 5¢ orange brown, type Il (48), vertical pair, mint, superb
U& 143 — 5c¢ brown (48a), horizontal pair, red grid cancel, perfs.
touch top, fine, scarce
\,J'(.) 144 — 10c green, type I (49), horizontal pair on piece, tied black
& Savannah, Mo. postmark, superb, very rare
» 145 — — perfs. touch right, black postmark, fine
146 — — perfs. touch top and left, red postmark, fine
147 — 10c green, type Il (49A), block of 4, first stamp double
transfer, black grid cancel, perfs. touch right, fine and very
rare
148 — — vertical strip of three, upper two type II (49A), lower
stamp type III (49B), perfs. touch bottom, black postmark,
fine, a rare combination
149 — — horizontal pair (49A), black S. F. postmark, perfs.
touch right, very fine
150 — — vertical pair, types Il and III, black town, perfs. touch
- bottom, very fine
. w151 — single, emerald green, black town, fine
" /> 152 — — pale emerald green, black town, fine
153 — — deep green N. Y. Clipper cancel, perfs. touch left, very
scarce
JA 154 — — five ray star cancel, very fine
K 155" — —‘red prid .cancel, fine

W

2500°%
9.00/0d
45.00 256

400.00!-»7!U

15.00174

100.00*7/5

13.00 7 {©
8.25 4 -
20.009 = _
20.00 pwd'e
20.00 |0 &©
1550 5 —

4004
%
30.00 "] JV
40.00 [V -

-5
1250 v\~
30.009 3"

20.00 | %~

<D
90.00 5 &
30,00 |9~
3500 1 © —

213.00 C)Q

30007 =
18.00 o~

19.00 b~
7.00 S —
70010 <2
’—’ —~——

i
8.00 3&0
8.00 2., ‘O/
’lb
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o FREDERIC J. GRANT
429 NORTH LAS PALMAS AVENUE
- LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

June 18, 1940.

Mr, Frederick J., Grant,
429 N. Los Palmas Ave,,
Los Angeles, Calif,

Dear Mr, Grant:

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 15th, I will ex~-
plain what I contemplate doing. Richey purchased at my sugges-
tion, Lot #102, in the recent Laurence sale and when the re-
construction arrived I examined it carefully and checked rather
casually a number of the singles the old plating article by
Ned Knapp, in the Philatelic Gazette. I suggested to Richey that
now that he had this reconstruction of the Third Printing, he
should try and acquire reconstructions of the first and second
printings, He was not overly enthusiastic over the suggestion,
but nevertheless I wrote Shenfield if he would find out if the g
buy:itof lots 90 and 96 would be willing to sell them at a modest
pro ° '

Richey has various copies of the stamp in his collection
but none of these have ever been plated or properly arranged in
nis collection according to printings, etc, The idea occurred to
me that inesmuch as there was no recent article on the plating
that I would write one, and illustrate it in such a manner that
anyone, even a noviece, could plate any position on the plate.

Years ago I had quite a large collection of Confederates,
but I did not collect any Provisionals and I doubt if I had over a
half dozen copies of the New Orleans, nor do I possess any at the
present time, I intend to go thru Riohoy's collection and get
together in one lot, all the coples he has, Perhaps he has some
duplicates you could use and no doubt you have some he could use,.
I'll advise you on this point later.

If you approve of my idea to publish a plating article, I
will appreciate your cooperation, I would like to borrow a very
fine early impression of the stamp from which I would like to make
a pen and ink drawing, I will have a zine etching made of the
drawing and will illustrate each position by line cut as well as
half tone cuts., I would also like to borrow a reconstruction of
the first printing, with each position in as fine condition as
possible,

I have no motive whatsoever except to place before collectors
a fine up~-to-date plating article, illustrated by the finest re-
productions I can turn out by hand and photography., For the
original plating, all credit will go to my old friend Knapp and
for any assistance you cen give me I will be only too glad to give
you full ecredit, In fact on this péint you can write your own
ticket, that is, if you prefer, I will welcome you as joint author,
or you can write the article and I will do the illustrations,




#24
Mr, Frederick J. Grant, June 18, 1940,

I am sending a copy of this letter to Larry as I know he
is very much interested in anything pertaining to Confederates.

Again many thanks for your kind»letter.

S8incerely yours,
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SINCE 1915

April 13, 1940

Dear Stanley,

Putting inso much time in New York (John too) for
the Centenary show that I can't keep up to my own mail here -
hence the delay in answering yours of the 3rd. I'11l get at it
when I can and anyhow I'm graeteful for your trouble in putting
me right where I didn't take the time to check up all the data,

v
Dr. Chase had one 5c 1847 die proof that seemed to be the
real origingl and that is the only one I know about allho there
wae one in vicdlel on a large card which I sold to Slater nearly
twenty years ago, togetther with a 10c same color, but I cannot
recall if the 5¢ wae original or not., Probabyy not, :

1883 - 3¢ claret; work needs to be done - and how! TLuff
says 2,000 copies of which only 55 were sold and that they had
gum, Cat lists 211B at #100 and horizontal pair imperf between
at 4350, Ackerman had top strip of ten (or maybe block of
twnety) with margin and full imprint "STEAMER AMERICAN BANK NOTE
COMPANY" and one vertical gutter was imperf, As I do not know
of any other 3c claret part perf I assume this must be the xex
imEugy spPecial printing. BUT there is also the lald paper same
a® the pair you submit and it seems to me I recall another with
a watermark of diamonde, and maybe alsonvertically 1laid instead
of horiztntzl., The Ackerman strip and rart perfe pairs I have
seen Wwere not watermarked or on laid paper to the best of my
recollection,

These }Jaid papere etc, z=re evidently something fancy, but
whether they class as stamps or finished trials I don't know,
I never heard of a used copy. Quite recently the 2c srecial
print listed gt ¢ 0 : , : :
°Y€d a% §50, Try to reconcile this for 55 coples, aginat
the price for the Se Garfield (apparehtly 2,483 copies) and
the 4c Jackson (26 copies). It hae never made sense to me,

7c Stanton; no question about this being #1986,

3c brown; I have no copy of #1932 available but grsastly
doubt if the copy submitted is #193. The paper should exactly
mateh the 7c and in my opinion it does not, Also not dark enocugh.

W ok S &
ould guess it is one of the two (or more) varietiee of #¥¥ 4357b
(double paber) as these are often mistaken for #1093,
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WESTFIELD

# NEW JERSE\::J

SINCE 1915

3c 1824; Certainly not the Chicago cft. The latter is a
coarse job, not engraved, and in & dirty rose or pink closkly
mabtching the first Bureau 3¢ (#248). In my opinion the pair
submitted is merely a meessy pPrint of the genuine stamps,

24c steel blue; Sep 231, 1861; mikes .0035. (August - Sept,
printinge mike .0030 to ,0085), Johnny Andrews favored the idea
that the steel blue was not so printed but were changelings. I
did not agree with him but wae willing to admit there could have
been a Printing of the vioclet which contained an ingrdient which
oxidized or otherwise changed the coler 8o that some of the
violet remained violet while others that originally nmaybhave been
similar or even identical,became steely, i.e., gray with more or
less of a bluish cast,

I have seen & die proof which might be about half way between
the copy submitted and the bluest steels .that are found.

I recall no gray stamps used in 1861, and think most of Them
come in 1863 or later. It is certainly too bad I did not record
the colore and dates on the Ackerman coverse,

How blue must & stamp be in order to class as a steel blue?
I had an article in STAMPS a few years ago and recsll that even
the bluest copies contained very 1little blue. I don't recall the
figures but lel me exegerrate, If the stamp submitted contained
37 blue and 98% gray and black mixed, doubling the blue content
to 4% might mgke the a&ppearamce very much bluer, yet only 2% of
blue has been added.

Up to September 23, 1881 the total deliveries amounted to less
than 1,500 sheete of 300 - probably not over two daye presswork -
three at the most., Is it reasonable to assume that not less than
three batches of ink were used?

If we recognize three colors in August-feptlember 1861 vig;
vileoe} steel blue, and gray, how can the collector know the 1861
gray from the gray etamps that I believe came from much later
Printings?

I don't know what other dealers sell for stegl blue nor do I
know how to prevent honest or dishonest mistzkes except by con-
tinued publicity, VYeare ago I called attention to the fact that
S OG, ad o i 3 e »

W8 advertising the firstv September coler of 1861 1c as "indigo™"

and maybe etill is. and gelling sometliing which may or may not b
%ne rare indigo color, a“% %he stamés found o% oover% for !
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g WESTFIELD |

SINCE 1915

geveral flonthe begirning in August 1861 are a pale blue which I
never would call indigo, It is one thing to tell people the facts
and somsthing elee to induce them to act accordingly.

If the steel blues are changelings I am satisfied it was due
to something in the ink and not due to monkey business after the
gtamps were sold. I am sure copies with full gum are known and
it is incradble that one person could have got all the known covers
and changed the color of the 24c.

L)

I have seen violete that were discolored but the discocloration

wae not blue.

Whether all the blue can be faded out of a steel To leave a
gray such as the copy submitted I don't know,

I have three copies identical with the one submitted. One with
cogWheel , one used in New York state in December 186]1 . one used in
Massachusetts in January 1863, All: are gray under the glase but
when held off a foot or so they look bluish toc me and alsc when
compared with grays which I believe are from later printings,

IF I sold them as steel blues I would try to make the buyer
undere tand that they were not the meet desirable color and would
price them accordingly. I doubt if I ever sold any copies of
thie color, They have not been common with me,

In regard to the 5c 1847 die proof, I have a die proof that
is nowhere near so sharp as this, or sofsharp as s number of plate
procfs, I would expect an impression from a plate to be less
sharp than s good impression froma die. From die to roll and roll
to plate a certain change will take place, not tc mention varia-
tions in ‘the printing,

L

Have %o cloee now to catch the mail as you asked for quick

reply.
?1n€§§5Tv,
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g  ﬁﬁw v454f$outh Grand Ave.,
g/ ey Fort Thomas, Ky.
el April 20, 1040,

Mrs Elliott Perry,
Box 533,
Westfield, NsJ.

My dear Ellioth:

Vany thanks for -our helpful letter of the 13th, to
which T will reply next week, 4 ,

¥ Re =/ the 5z 1847, After further study I was eonvingced
this was not a Die but a elate proof, It apparently does

not show'a guide dot so it must have originated from one of the
first vartical rows of plate one. I think I discovered a gmall
mark which was on some plate position (Plate One) but not on the
Dies! I also noted Chase listed a plate on India incbrown withe
out pverprint "Specimen,” i ;

He - the 24¢ 1861, I am calling this cop&!&héﬁiﬁﬁl

» Sﬁeél Gray.  layoe this is a poor designation but 1t a6 least

refuse to reedgnize a steel blue as this ceoler unless it is more
blue than gray, I know all dealers willidisagrge but that 1s

geparates the steel blues into two clasees, I absolutely

Trmaterial,

leore later, '
Yours etf, ' 13

ol




434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

April 9, 1840,

My, Elliott Perry, ¥\
. Box 333 A
westfield, NeJ. %

My dear Elliott:

I am enclosing herewith a few items ﬁhich i,@hought'you would
like to see and on whieh I would appreciate a little advice.
Will you please return these as soon as possible.

S¢ 1847 Original die proof on Indla cut close, I am sending
this to you for a look, besamee ¥ think it isa fine example of
the difference in a printing from/a steel die and a 5¢ plate
proof from the copper plate, This shows How lightly the lines
were cut, These original die proefs o= India must be very rare,

247 1861 I suppose s¢mé wouldieall this a Steel Blue, Note
the Hﬁfe "Sep 21 1861"., I have often wondered about this

#  perticular shade, ile., eould they be changelings of a violet

§ color? By no stretch of the imagination could this be a steel
blue but do you not agree that many dealers sell this eolor for the
gteel blue shade, If you will put a glass on the sStamp you will
note what a sick looking color it is, In some of the heaviest
parts of the engraving the color is a gray black and has the
appearanceimuch like oxidized 37 51 or 1857, Do you think this is
a changeling or a regularly issued celor? If the latter then the
use is the earliest I have ever seen, Would you call this T
Blackish Gray? This papéer is very thin « will you please measurg .
it for me? R it

,~f~2€ 1%13 Thie is claimed to be a used copy of the 1880 Special .
Printing. Can you neme any reason for sueh a classification?

7 W¢ Stauton This is claimed to be an "1880 Speecial Printing."
# /77 % do not know a thing atout such items as the special printings, This
paper has & soft look but it feels hard to me. Ig this stamp
nothing more than a regular #160% B

\}4 ﬂ}' %ﬁ Claret Pair This is clalzed to be an "1883 Spqcial Printing,"
W 8 e & leld paper to me, Vhat is your opinion?

F
(A |

?:; 2% 1894 on piece This is ¢laimned to hé a pair ofnfﬁ; Chicago
- Counterieités LooOks more to me like a dry printing rather than
: a fake, , "

With best regards,

Yours ete., | g
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SINCE 1915 June 6, 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stanley:

I want to briefly acknowledge your letter of June
3rd and thank you for the two photographs which apparently you
wish me to keep. I will write you more fully about these later
and also reply to former letter in which you brought up the
matter of the 24¢ steel blues and greys of 1861.

It does not seem to me that much will be gained
by maeking such a division as you apparently have in mind. I sup-
pose the grey of 1861 is not very common and if priced according
to its scarcity, your suggestion would merely remove our diffi-
culty from one place to another. Instead of selling the greys
of 1861 as steel blues, we should find the common greys issued
later than 1861 being offered for the scarcer variety of 1861.

Yes, I have heard comments on your 1860 article in
the "Stamp Specialist". I read it myself very carefully and, of
course, those who are at all familiar with the subject are
obliged to agree with nearly everything you state. I hope the
article will accomplish what you have long had in mind, but,¢¢05%w~’JV£7%
listing numbers 37, 38 and 39 as minor varieties of the perfor-
ated issue of 1860 is not a step in the right direction.

In regard to the big shift’on the 10¢ green, it is
my impression that the owner is the person whom you imagine
and frankly, I do not know whether it is proper for me to make
any more definite statement. This is not from any desire to be
at all secretive, but merely because of the position in which I
happen to find myself. I suppose the stamp is being studied but
do not know what finefresult if any, has been arrived at.

Sincereljéfij:jf

EP:MES
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434 South Gl'and A"O'
Fﬂr‘ Thomaa, KY.

Febe 10, 19240,

‘ ‘Mr' Philip He Ward

i . Waimu£ su. i

: : i ¢ Philadelphia, Pa.
My deer Pml: ;

Iwill ship mr. Gib “"’!a book to you via expreaa on Nonday.
When you reeeive same, P!

175

please note I have numbered -each covor
in smell peneil. I‘rm 1 to 188 in lower left corner,.

: For the sake ef eomyarative opiriona will  you kindly eheok
each of the fol].cml.ng queries with the covers:

?’ " Cover 22 - The sv¢ rato to Russia, What do you call the shade
/ Gﬁvé’r 62 —-Do you see anything wrong with this cever?

/ Cwarw « 24/ rate to England. What do you eall the shadn of
S . eknle 249! stanp? ;

;‘ ./ cwer '!B - 24¢ ra‘be o Englands What do you call the ahade of
hhis atamp? 25

/ Cover 94
\/ Cover 100- Do ng. th:!.nk f.hia cglor is rather -mgptiondig

v covep~lev-wwhat~aa ybu'¢A11”eha color of the pelr of 5¢ 18618
./ Gmmr 144- What do you eall ‘the shade of these twe 5¢ 185'7? 7,

What do you call the coloz- of the 5¢ 185'7?

cevar 149- W!q 7¢ on th:.s cover to France?

_‘ \/Gover 1 - I8 it not quite exceptional to find an unsignad copy on
: cover as 1ate as Oct. 31, 18457

/ cover. 18 - Would you call this pair, "Indian Red"t If so dn you
, think 1t is (4) a fine example of the shado (B) &
_ . 'near Indign Red? &
: \/ Cover 41:- What is m?
v/ Gover 61 « Wpat is wrong?

As goon as I ¢an have my notes typed, I will send ycm a cop",
which you can cheek over if you wish an& then hand to lMr, thsan
in case he desires eo 8o over 11:. :

With best regards, ‘

Sincerely,



434 South Crand Aye.,
~Fort Thomas, Ky,

Feb. 5, 1940,

' Mrs Philip H, Ward, 53;,

1616 Walnut St.,
.. Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Phil:

I em all finished with the Gibson book and I will ship it to -
you via express one day this week, When I send it down to you,
I will at the same time,meil you a little liast Of comments on . .
various items, I would like to have you go over this as I think
perhaps a comparison of opinions may be helpful to both of uss

. Later I will send you my deseription and comments on each sover

in the colleetion, This I want you to hand to Mr. Gibson as no
doubt he will Ue .interested in cheeking same., T wish 1t under.
stood however that thie 1list of descriptions is in a2 senge cone

fidential, no part of which I desire made publies The reason for

this request 1s that I do not consider I am an authority on th

~subject of markings on ferelgn rate covers, . . A

Atfpresénﬁ'I”am devoting guite a lot of ﬁéséaich work to the

‘.vsubject and I realize I have much to learn, Therefore my de-

seriptions were made solely for my own study and no doubt many -

~of my conclusions may later prove to be in errore On this list

T will make netationsg of the covers I have photographed and after
checking the list and you want prints of sny of bhe photes, let - |
me know and I will forward same to you, : R Fatod

Regarding the Suppleméntarﬁ Mail markings,. T have an idea '

‘meveral different people are responsible for the fake coples

which are scattered thruout many collections, I refer only te ﬁhé
Type I marking found on stamps prior to the 1870 Issues. Pl

I have a very good idea ? hat many of these were made abroad,
though I have heard that Jake's friend Paulson turned out quite a
few in yarious colors, Here are several points to consider:

{A) There are in existence ple nty of 18857-1860-1861, etc.
atamps off cover with the Type.I. AR

(B) We never see a eover with 1857 -« 1860 stenips.

(C) If 1857<1860 covers are 8o rare, howecome we have =0 many
stamps from such covers that we tied by this marking alone? ¥

(D) This must have been a face marking - not a kilTer or cane
celation, and if so, it is strange that so many stamps were hit with
1t. ; 7 by i

Recently I saw a beautiful 24¢ 1861 with this Type I marking.
It was submitted to s mutual friend of ours &s a 24¢ Violet,  Now
of course it was not the Violet but it was a copy of one of the
scarce colors I call & purplish lilac., I cannot belleve the S.M.
merking on this stamp is genuine, yet I could not detect eny trace
of a rémoved cancelation, You know it is rather ticklish business



*

M
Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr. Peb. 5, 1940,

removing any sort of a cancelation from a stamp of this color
without killing the colors What bothers me is, how was this
@fone? Perhaps I should ask my friend Souren. I can hardly believe
an unused 24¢ was used, and I just eannet bring myself to the:
point where I can conceive that the marking o ¥ B vouuino.

Maybe we have a lot to learn about the Supplementary Mail
and it is no doubt possible that further knowledge on the subjeet
will ‘explain why we have 80 much off cover material, and no
covers with the marking. ¥ venls

Re¢ = the 5¢ New York. Ny record (Chase-Aahbrook) shows the
earliest use known to me of a signed A,C.M, copy is: July 50, 1845,

I quite agree with you that your July 18i 1845, "R H.M." 1800

doubt a first day with these 1nit1&ls. will write my friend.
regarding thls item and also the Bratileboro. Thanks very much,

: With'best.regards,

Cordially yours,



i

PHILIP H. WARD, Jr
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA

February 2, 1940.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 S, Grand Ave.,
St. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have just gotten back from Florida, and find your
communications of January 26.

Regards Gibson's covers -- he is still in the South and
will not return for some little time, so you need not hurry
in getting them back. Photograph whatever you want, and if
there is anything very special, send me a copy of the
photograph -- billing me, of course, for the copy.

Dr. Babcock kindly sent me a copy of his booklet and
since you mention it, I have never seen a copy of the type I
Supplementary Mail on the cover, although I have seen dozens
of stamps off the cover with this postmark and at present have
several on hand. To tell you the truth I had never realized
before that this item had not been seen on the cover. I do
know I have had copies for a good many years and if they were
made unofficially they were probably made some years back and
as little attention was given to such cancelations at the
time I can hardly see why anyone would have faked them.

Of course, Babcock is absolutely incorrect in describing
the 5¢ 1861 as brown. if he has one with such a postmark
it is undoubtedly an incorrect date, or a "7" may have had
the ball broken off, producing a "l." 1 think the records
very clearly show when this color was changed early in 1862.

I will make up a list of the Payne covers that I have and
give you the information that you want. Later on if you find
you would like to see anything I will gladly send them on.

Regarding New Yorks -- I can give you a copy of the "R.H.M."
on cover canceled - "July 18" which is undoubtedly a first-day
cover. Those used on the 15th and 1léth that 1 have seen are
all without initials and undoubtedly the postmaster initialed
the first sheet which was possibly used for the first time on
July 18. This item is available at $500.00 and a few years back,
I would have readily sold it at $1000.00. I have two copies of



February 2, 1940.

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook.

4 the "R.H.M." very fine with four margins, one off cover, and
one on a small piece. I have upward of forty copies in singles,

= and pairs, on and off cover. Right: at present, I have nothing
outstanding in St. Louis Postmasters. 1 can furnish a
Brattleboro on the cover which is illustrated and described in
my auction sale No. 1 of December 6, 1938, Lot 9. This was
originally in the Walcott Collection, is quite a nice cover,
and is available at $850.00 to you. I have been quoting

< $l,000.00 on ito
Sincereﬁz/%zzzf,

o

PHW.JR:L.



454 South (rand Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Ky

> Jﬂno 26' 19400

Mr, Phili{ He Ward, Jr.,
616 Walnut St.,
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Philgs

I have a friend who is in the market to buy anything fine
in the 57 New York, or &t. Louis P.M,P.'s, on or off, or of
the 104 1847, He would also be interested in a Brattleboro.
You might write me what you ean offer, If the above gives
you & ¢lue to the identity and you have beén in touch with
him, I would of course not eare to horn in, If not it is
. possible I might be able to place & substantial amount.

: I overlooked mentioning in my letter of yesterday that I

would appreciate having the date of your Paysn cover with the
48¢ rates  In faet if not too much trouble I would like to have
a 1list of the dates of any other Payen covers you own.

One more point, your block of sixteen of the 5¢'184V.' I
Judge this mist Le from Plate One. Can you tell we if that is
your opinion?

. It would be a pleasure to spend a few days vith ycu, because
I have little doubt I could learn & lob and perhaps give you a
little bit of information here mid there, which might edd some
valune, I have always had in mind that I WOvld like to browse
thru that lot of stampless covers you own,

With best regards,
Cordially,




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomes, Ky,

Jan, 25, 1040, .

L Mr, Pnilip H, Ward Jr.
1616 Walnut St. '
Philadelphﬁa, Pa‘

My dear Phil:

I am s8till meking a careful sbudy of mr. ibboh's ¢6Vera
and hope to be able to finlsh up in very short while., I suppose
he has no objection if I make a feow photOgraphs for future
reference. :

I will make special nbtations on all unusual 1tema and I
have 1little doubt some of these will be of 1nterast to. you.

Have you read the little booklet recantly published by Babcock
on "Supplementary Mail?" I have always been very suspiclous
of the "Type A" marking on the stamps of the 1857-€0 issues,  In
fact, I never did have much respect for any of thdm, Further .
~than this T never paild particular attention to the subject.
The Scott U, 8., lists all the wvalues of the 1857«00 issues except
the 90¢ with S, ¥, caneelations, Type A. I have seen plenty of
these and I have 1little doubt you also have seen the marking on -~
plenty of singlea.

I was rather surprised that Baboock inm his 1ist was not able to
mention & single cover showing any 1887-60 stamps and the Type A -
SeM, marking, Does this not seem odd? Plenty of off cover items

but not even one cover,

; By any chance have you such & cover, or have you any record of
such an apparently rare item? It would be rather funny if the
eatalogue listings were all phoney, What is your opiplnn?

If you have a Gopy of his booklet, note page 13, the fiist
‘cover mentioned with a 5¢ 1861 Brown, used "Oct. 25, 1861," Did
you ever seé & Br in 18617 am quite sure I have nots Yet .
the date of this cover must be correct, because the "S. 8, Fulton"
was an old transeAtlantic Liver of the old Haevre Line. She was
taken over by the Government late in 1861 and used &s & transport.

I will appreciate sny comment you care to meke on the abovei

Cordially yours,




¢
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PHILIP H. WARD, Jr
1616 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA

Janusry 8, 1940

My, Stanley B. Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Ave.,
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

I have read your letter of the sixth inst., with a great
deal of interest and am certainly pleased you are finding some
pieces of interest in the Gibson Collection. I had not
noticed the cover from the Payen correspondence but I do re-
call seeing the imperf. 30¢ which I remember was also in the
Paul Collection, Tuttle having sold it to Paul. It was in the
wrong color at the time and I hadn't the slightest idea but
what it was trimmed. I have one or two covers in stock from
this same correspondence and if I am not mistaken I have one
with a 30¢, 10¢ and 5¢ which makes the 45¢ rate. If you would
like to see it, I will, of course, send it to you. I have four
or five of these 30¢ on cover one used in combination with a 3¢,
one with a 12¢, some alone and also a pair used with a 12¢ and

a 5¢.

I wish the next time you come to Philadelphia you could
spend a couple days with me and go over the lot of covers I have
and other items and if there is anything of interest you could
take it with you to study.

Relative to expressage on the package - the charges were
slight and I am only too glad to assume them. You are doing such
good work that we certainly do not expect you to pay for such
things. As a matter of fact, we are all benefiting by your
studies and I only regret that you are not able to cash in on
your observations in a larger way.

I am passing on your letter to Mr. Gibson for he has
always been very much interested in covers and likes to know any-
thing new regarding those he has.

sm%rely

PHW.JR:L.



PHILIP H. WARD, JR.
1616 WALNUT STREET

\ PHILADELPHIA

(1 o hugust 9, 1940

y .
~ A \‘ 7
.,(:::(:) Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook

434 S. Grand Avenue
Ft. Thomas, Ky.

i Dear Stan:

I never answered your letter of February 10 regarding Gibson's
Collection for the simple reason tlet since its return we have never
gotten together to go over it. As a matter of fact, the collection
is still in my safe, much to my regret, as I do not like to hold
things of this type belonging to someone else. However, so we might
discuss the several details and have more definite information when
he returns from his summer trip I would advise as follows: ‘

Cover 1 — It does seem odd to find an uninitialed copy this late
but one could readily keep it in the stamp drawer where it was not
used until much later after having been bought. The bright

v' blue pen cancellation and the red town undoubtedly tie it to the
cover. I believe this bright blue cancellation would be difficult
to imitate.

Cover 18 - I do not know where Gibson acguired this cover but
I believe from Perry. I consider this the Indian red. Do you
,// not think so? If not, I would like to see a sample of the Indian
red sometime when you have one available.

Cover 22 - I consider this the steel blue and while I did not sell
it to him, it is from the famous Pierce St. Petersburg correspondence
V/ and I believe has been considered the steel blue by those who have
seen it. Are you of a different opinion?

Cover 41 - You ask what is wrong and you undoubtedly refer to the
bl fact that the New York postmark is dated in May and the French postmark
V// in August. Is this an error in date and do you think the whole thing
has been faked?

Cover 61 — The stamp was not issued until 1859 and the postmarks on
this cover are 1858. The cover is possibly faked but I cannot see
‘// why one would want to ruin a nice mint copy of this stamp to fake a
cover that would not be worth as much as the unused stamp. Are we
positive that the stamp was not issued until 1859?

Cover 62 - I can see nothing wrong with this cover and would like
to be advised as to what you noted. Gibson bought this from Perry
for $45 as I can see from the notation on the back and it also has

V//’six lines of Chase's writing in which he states it is very rare in
this condition and prices it at $12.50. It also has Berry's little
label on it showing that it cost him "N" dollars. It is used in
January of 1861 from New Orleans, a few months before the outbreak of
the war.



Mr. Stanley B, Ashbrook - 2. August 9, 1940

Cover 77 - Is in the shade that I have always considered one of the
August issues. How I would like to have a superb mint copy in this
color.

v// Cover 78 - I consider this the steel blue. Gibson bought it from
Perry as I see from the notation on the back and paid $50 for it.

ot the brown shade as it seems to have some yellow in it. It is
not the bright orange brown generally found among the unused re-
mainders.

v////Cgver 94 -~ I consider the 5¢ a deep orange brown. It is certainly
ol

Cover 100 - The shade does not strike me as exceptional and I
simply thought it was the other color of the type II.

Cover 107 - I do not consider the pair of 3¢ as the pink but it is
he shade that is sold by many as pink. Those that I like to gall
ink have a bluish tinge and under a glass are really a bright pink.

Cover 144 - Here again I simply designate the stamps as dark brown
and consider the cover as nothing special.

Cover 149 - It is my impression tlat either a 3¢ stamp has been
removed from this cover which would have made the 10¢ rate, or else

it went through short postage and was not noticed. The pair of 1¢

and the 5¢ seem to be tied together and the postmark seems to tie them
to the cover. Do you think this is a fake? If so, it is one of the
finest I have ever seen.

Just put this letter aside until you return from Buffalo and let me

hear further from you at your convenience and with your second letter on
hand I will take it up with Mr. Gibson.

Sincere ouxs,

phw. jr/1.
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- 434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Themggg{xy.r;

Sl oy O

Mr, Philip Hé Ward, Jr., | e N

1€l6 Walnut
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Phil: : Y # } R

Thanks for your letter of tho ﬂth nnd hnre are my comuents

‘on the covers mentioned:

‘Gover #1, There was no suspieion ﬁnimw mind that this oover,

was wrong any ways . I think the use of an unsigned copy as late

a8 Qctober is most uwmsual 8nd ¥ wondered what was the actual
reason, It 18 guite possible that small amounts of sheets were
signed at various times and that it was posslble that all copies
sold were not signeds It is Just a little point to remember and I

think a special memo should be pu% on this cover noting a very
late use of an unsigned copye. -

L)

 gover #18i I think this s GukEE
céalled Lndiam Red but I have seen copids which are a twrifle more -
brillient, < 1 took a very caroful RidgWay rea hihor this particus

lar copy and 4t is "7,K." Ridgway designates ¢ 74K shade as

mahogany red, and other coples I have scem mateh his 9. which he
calls "Chestnut," I have beenm trgingbto persuade Hugh to assign a
I

ma jor listing te the "Indian Red deserves more reeognitianr.“
then the patalogue now accerds ite A used vertical strip of the
Brick Hed is considered rather nice on cover, but in comparison
iuagine @ vertlcal strip, very fine, of the brillianﬁ Indian Reds

e over f#22. I do not exactly recell thia color and only have
‘& memo Yor reierences I did not mnke e Ridgway reading, bub

nemo states this is not the real ' Eteel g% s but rafher what I
cdll a " which is & very muc e comuon gtamp, Perry and

I are no perfect egreement on some of the 24¢ shades, and he is
of the epinion that certain ones are changelingSy- I agree that
some undoubtedly are changelings but on some whish he has put in

this class, I dlsagree and believe they are actudl shades. When
congidering a steel blue, I think it is wéil to remember that the
real shade runs to blue 1: there is any question on this point the
stamp 4is no doubt . plates Luff did not 1list a slate blue, but he
did list a "slates" I think the reason fop this ig that ho d4id not
separate two distinet shades but ealled both "Slate," He gave the
earlieet use of & "Slate" as Oct, &, 1861 and this is the date ase
signed to a Steel Bl @ in the oatulogua.- I therefore do not know
the exact sha ed, hence 'we ¢ann0t plage real dependence in
the caetalogue date of 1asua,g: Octe B8, 1861, I have a "Slate" of
Sepe 21, 1861 but 1t is nov & steel blue, No such & stamp, such as

mine is therefore listed,  This is just ome of the many reascns why -

the whole 1861 section of the Catalogue should be entirely revised,
The present arrangement is out of dete and obsolete and 1s a relic
of the 1890's, I think the use of the Gibeon cover is June 1862,

la fine example of the 300 "
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Mr. Philip H. Ward, Jr., Auge 12, 1940.

4 Cover 41, The whole bottom part of the stamp to right is
repaired and painted., There seems to be something phoney about the
red New York marking, es the first letter of the month seems to be
"M" whereas the month should have beesm "July." .= ‘

Cover €l. This was a stampless cover to which a 5¢ was added.
Aside TTom the date of use of the stamp, the markings plainly indi-

~eate that thls was an unpaid double rate with the equivalent of 30¢

due on delivery (Charleston PiM, in blagk)s Tho "16¢" is the French
due mark of 16 decimes or close to . ¢ Boston P,M, with "6" is
in black, hence a debilt marking, indicating we had charged France

6z (2 x 5¢) out of" the 50¢ she was 0 collect, I am not unmindful

of the fact that & short pald rate wds rated as wholly aid but in
this case it is hardly possible a 5¢ Brown Type I coul ve been used
a8 early as Jang 22, 1868, when our earliest record of a use is

July €, 1859, (not July 4th, 1859 as per oatalo%ue). I am sure I do
not know 1T ﬁhg;atamp was unused, and the grid faked, Over in Paris
the artists have some Very clever methods of removing postmarks, How
they do it, I do not know, Considering this fact, I do not think that
we should always take for granted that stamps with fake me kings were
urnised when the fake was applied. Paking covers is not a hobby with/
gome pe o but rather a very serious business prop@sition, They do °

‘not hesitate to have special fake postmarks made just for some special

cover, They are not only exceptionally clever as to details but are i
qulbe ertistic, The old method of telling a fake ¢over by the tie-ons

‘is obsolete, the safe mothed is to know positively what the cover
“#hould have and what the markings mean, and this is a branch of ree
~ ~searth work whic¢h has not heretofore been attempted in any serious

sort of way by any student in this ecountry or sbroad, ' Chasc don't
even low the fundamental principles of the subjeet, ' | ;

g

.

;‘-j“VCover. e I do not like the appearance of,;;‘f;:ﬁ!n;.pﬁer. There was
- no 104 rate %‘o France in 1861, and if the 15¢ rate had been short paid
the exchsnge markings would certainly have shewn this fact, Instead

there is & rether faint trace of a red (meanming & eredit out of a

/' prepaid rate) New York foreign exohange marking showing a -credig to

France of 12¢, Naturally 12¢ could not hawve been credited ou a
payment of 10#. The two New Orleans postmarks do not look genuine to
me, The type used looks like an imitation of the gemuine type on
cover #110, The letters of these two markings 4o not match, The
shade of this pair is quite exceptional, ? :

Cover 77, = Use in Oct. 1862, "'3’0‘ this 13 not one of the soe-called
August 10GL shades, It is somewhat similar, and is what I ¢all a

- "purple lilac," (Riagm 7UM). It runs more to red whereas a 24¢
wo il g / :

Violet »uns more to

Cover 78, By Ridgway this color is 1''17' (Plate Ll) and called
by him ker Drab.” It is 4 grey with quite & strong mixture
of black, and very little blue, No, I would not considep this a
steel blue, but rabher a very dark slate. ' L

: Cover © .’ My memo states, "Dark Qrange Brown," I note you
state deep 0Or Brown which 1s the same thing, The Ridgway reading

is "Auburn = Pl € < 1ll.lM," This was one of old covers and I AL,

always liked the dark shade of this stemp, It wae my main reference



#3e
Mr, Philip H, Ward, Jr., Aug. 12, 1940,
eopy up to the time I sold it to you.

%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ_%ggp I didn't take a reading of these stamps but
they g 16 as a trifle unusual, perhaps I was mistaken, The
"1860" in the "Peoria” is an error, as the use was undoubtedly
"Jan, 2, 1861,"

Cover +« Ve agree porfectly, though I call this color
"Pinkish Ros=e".

over 144, I like browns, end when they are dark and rich they
‘have a appeal I suppose. I may be mis taken but I would
hardly eall this shade common among the Fl 2 Browns,

Cover 149, Here is & most exceptional cover and it is my
opinion s as good as §old. I do not reecall ever seeing a
duplicate of this rates It is pre~French Treaty - use in March 1856,
The 5¢ is the shore to ship rate and the 2¢ is the carrier fee to
the N0, Post Office. (Foreign letter - carrier fee - 2¢)s Thus
we have & combination foreign rate, and N,0. Carrier, Did you ever
see a duplicate, that is, 7¢ in postage on a cover to France? I
never did,

Foreign rate covere are an intensely interesting study,
especially when we can read the stories they have to tell,

Youre ote.,
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4.‘54 South Grand Ave,,
* Fort Thomas, Ky. '

R May 16, 1940,

Mx'. \181’1 ch ‘ ;

2 Wmi’nh St
: e BN Bcott ‘t’:lioations,
e . Tew York, N.Y, ‘ ol

s mynearn-agh

Rerrardm yours of the 286th, I know you are very busy a.nd
' \havon't the time to epare to read long letters so I will be as

“ o f tm;l.af a; posaible in e‘xplaingng some of thé ideas I have in mind,

i | B 1857 1isti 8, These should be arrang ad ﬂn the order 1n
“%t' wﬁich %% oy Were {ssugﬁ, 1.04, First color - Re Type I
Bl e gecond ' Igdian red
j 1Note t?is is a distinctive oolor and. deserves More than a minor
rating ' ! P
: , '~ Third -colon ~’B§i¢t red Tgpe 1
Fourth - "o 7 Prgwn. @ &0 X
Fifth "% . Byown Nty
Sixth . .7 “Orerige. brown gt
. If arranged in the above ar , seqmenoe of dates of isswe

will then bé in proper order, do thin'}: this is qulte importants

- Be =.the 1881 Issue. Soon&“‘ﬁ;’ labar the catalo;ue issbound
to recognize the L&CT iﬁt the™ u.g\gt stenps were,
| ‘18t - never regularly issuede-

</ 2nd = That they have no excuse for being in the catalogue for

the reason that these label werp not made under Govornment supervisi
hence are not even in Eﬁ' &mq c).iss as the 3¢ 1a%e and of sa'arIeE'% '
finished proofs, The Miugusts" were merely semples of work which

the National Bank Hote Co s&*bmibtad to the overnment in their effort
to obtain the 1861 oontradt, - .

' If tHe 16§1 Issue is to be ;iraporly revisad and ‘a’ true reuord
given to ¢ollectors, the present ssteup will have to be rewised for
novera}:@eaama. Brietly one of these reasons is as follows:

| s Tnde? #ﬁb we have & 24¢ violet unused ‘and a 244 violet uaed.
* . The' ‘real: "Sample" 24¢ is #60 in umised condition., It is a most| |

Fast it is unknowne There is a very rare 24% vigle ¢0 oth
. off and ‘on ecover, It is a stemp of th> re gsuo and is known-on

e ,,_ —-.gover &s early as August 21, 1861, I havE‘ never seen an unused cCOpY.
& pe--Therefore the listing #80 refers to one stamp unused {the sample «

~,f.’i.f 1 ’thm #s the August) whemaa #6C used refers £ an entirely different
4§ Do The W used i§ entirely out of pla ge listed under a

= U ing of ! esigns" end this also applies g sed. and used

ek ;g.ymiea of 80 g Wh:lch!&ia ;fdiatinctiwlw% % ﬁ a%( Aon Ve EE{

SR . brigtle papers you must les ugus 8)

A, S otta%oguma, you should only list them as % The need 107 Type I

- on both nd thieck papers should be under. “shte Regular Iessue,

to ’per: ’?whera tha stamp is at

S It is sensele put the lﬂ# GB eiiheg'_ﬂ :
--prennt, ‘because #65 was 1o [ iss

Lo

b LS S kel

‘1nct:ﬁVe oo or and thls colof is never found in §sed %oMitiog. In
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Mr. Hugh Clark - May 16, 1940.

; Again referring to the colors of the 24¢ regularly issuved
colors, 1 think there is little doubt their nppaarango wag in this
/[ ordery -
4 B / 1lst violet and gray lilac ﬁ

"%/ /2nd steel pra . ' :m:“ |
T R 3pd. BLee) ETus T

-y © 4th red lilee, |

Al If one refers to the present catalo for the ecarlicst issue of
W a 24¢ stamp what does he £ind? Why the steel blue with date of
o e Octs 4, 1861, I de not mean to state that the = e order is 100%
~correc€ but it is so far as present reesarch work goes, At least it
ie & foundation and can be improved &8 furbher discoveries are made,
You will note I list a steel gray, This i! e distinctive sahde which

- 48 sold by dealers in many instancesg s the i%oel blues . The fact eof
the matter is that the real steel o}up 1s 2 rare color,.

: I have in mind a 24¢ baalA"a uaod on Sep 21 1861, Now this
pa*‘icular stamp is not a stee cand 1f 1tT1s not & steel blue
in the. cataloguet It has no blgg

then wheré can one nd su
in 1t, but it is more of a | but totally unlike the grax of mue
later dates and listed under B; 3 v ‘

I promised a brief letter but T see that auch a thrng is practioally g
1mpossib1e when one gets on the technleal points of fhese listingss 7 id
I won't go inte the Bank lotes at present but I have in mind some very - |,
gensible sugg stidna re » the National and Continental, T note on - Bt
page 51 re = 24d - 80¢ and 904 in ref%rring to the difference R
between the Na¥10n31 and Continental, -"The various prins%ngs of thseo S
gtaups can-only be distinguished by theiﬁggggghand paper,’” This &g 7 o
indeed @ great Help to oné who does not e shades and.these. '/
1ic tings should be vevised and simplified,  Just bevause a 30¢ doeagnot
matehsin eplor the known shddes of #143:1s no sign 1t is a #1656 " .
o ¥ngboad of & #1544 Does anyone who really knowe the Benk Note Issues — .~
~.. elaim thet’ there were no #188 pray blacks, or that there were no #1656

fall blacks? I think the Bank %o%eé'(ﬁﬁiu the 1879 1saues) -shonld be
1LVIGE aocording to, e j Ly '
i gl o (A) erill ' Caey
e N ; B) Hard or Soft Paper and g “»1
g et - - {C) Becrot Varks. . e

' Re - the latter, T think where the secrdt‘mark 18" gﬁ btful, it
ahould be“eliminated, J refer to the 2¢ an& perhaya to bhe 154,
-uywsver nere on this subjeet later, -

Let me knew what you think of the aoove cammouts.

1n¢erely youra, tf?
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May 21, 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Yours of the 16th just received. I have
heard nothing from Doane since I wrote you so under-
stand that he has not yet finished his appraisal. T am
not surprised at this as there was a tremendous amount
of material to be handled, something over two hundred
volumes. As soon as Percy has finished, T shall have
to get into the middle of the problem and will bear in
mind the matter of the photographs, etc. which you have
mentioned. You see, Stan, I don't as yet know whether
there are any specific bequests as applied to the col-
lection. Anyway, I will keep you posted.

Regarding the various suggestions concerning
U.S. listings, I am more than glad to have your notes.
About the 5¢ 1857 listing, do you feel that two types are
all that are needed? I had imagined you would go back to
the old three types.

So far as the "August" issue is concerned,
I still want to talk this over with you in far greater
detail than is possible by correspondence.

hegarding Nos. 37,38 and 32, I think I told
you in a previous letter that I intend to make these "an
or minor varieties of Nos. 52, 53 and 54.

With kindest regards, I remain

Very truly yours,
SCOTT PUBLICATIONS,Inc.

m.

UGH M. CLA
HMC:JK Hﬁk
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434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

%

Mr, Hugh ¥, Clark, - :
% Seott Publi catiomns, Inc., W D 8
1 W. 47th St.’ 3 :
NO' lork’ N.!Q

£ <, ™
&4

vy

My dear Fugh:

Re -« yours of the 2lst. I would be very much opposed to |
listing more than two types of the 5¢ 1857, because I think the
relief differences in the Plate 2 stamps are too insignificant
to diavide into separate types, I think we have enough type
varieties in the catalogue at present without adding any more,

It would be fine to sit down and personally discuss the
1861 issuwe where we had no one to bother us, I am full of this
subject and I think T could enthuse you with what really could be
done with the catalpogue listings, Aside from getting eloser and
closer to the truth with more correct eclassifications, I do believe ¢
that renewed interest can be created in the issues and renewed
interest is of benefit to'you as ‘a2 publisher as well as to all
dealers, Just as one example ©f what is correct and what is ine
correct, the 5¢ value is listed first in the set as a buff with
issue of Auge 19, 1861, The next listing of a 5¢ is the brown (March
1862) under heading of "Issue of 1862-66," and the next is the red
brown (May 26, 1862) but the listing in the catalogue is not in this
order, but with the red brown listed as #B5 and the brown as #76,

Naturally one would suppose that all the 5¢ stamps issued be-
tween Auge 19, 1861 and Merch 1862 were buffse, Is this not correct?
If this were true, which of course it is not, then it stands to
reason that the buff would surely not be as searce a stamp as we
know it to bes = [

[

: I have for long been perfectly satisfied in my own mind that
the buff was soon changed to enother color and that printings of

this unsatisfrctory color were changed as early as the middle of
September 1861, But what color was adopted? Was it the brown or was

" 4t the red brown? I had an idea it was brown and that the TPed brown

was merely an olf shade of the brown which did not make its appeare
ance until sometime after the first part of 1862, With this thought
in mind I started out to prove my deductions, Without saying anything
to anyone I shéved known uses of the brown back from Mareh to |/ VA
February, then to January, then to December 1861, then into November
and at present my record stands at Oct, 12, 1861, which is the P
earliest use T have been able to discover, Thus you will note that - «
while the 5£/1861 brown is listed in the catalogue as an "1862-66 Issue
with earliest use known as Mar, 1862, the stamp is in fact an 1861 '@
issue, and should certainly De removed from #76 and placed immediately
following #67, This is one instance of the kind of research work I LA
am doing and if there is anyene else in the country who is doing a
similar service I would like to be put in touch with him,

Here is one mers geint bﬁ;xalong another line, I refer to the
listings of the Type A" Supplementary Mail cancelations, You have this
marking listéd on every vaelue of the 1857-80 stamps with the exeception



;‘? - With every good wish, 4

#2. :
¥r. Hugh M. Clark - May 23, 1940.

of“the 90¢Z value, I have an idea someone put something over on - -
Jou bLecause I am quite sure a great many of these are fakes., Perhaps
f‘ﬁ%l §§e but at present I am unable to prove this suspicion, There is
solutely no doubt but what collectors in general depend on the sl

‘. catalogue 100%, and if, for example, a S.M. marking is listed on a

_'5¢ 1857 orange brovn at $85 the average collector has no doubt but
:ga: gg:hégzstamp is worth §85, He overlooks the fact that mint copies
3 °

It is easy to realize how much such listings assist the crooks

,7,'and how detrimental they are to the innocent collector, A 30¢ 1860
"~ with S.M, lists at J60 yet.our mutual friend Ernle paid $68 for one

in the Brown sale. I ¢an buy a fine mint 30¢ LBBO for $20. A rubber
stamp would cost me {2, ink, very littlej and I could make a finer
~fake than Ernie bought. So vou s¢e thatﬂaven our experts fall for sueh
things when the ¢atalogue indorses thefi. Diﬂ it ever occur to you

i that while this marking is listed oh every yelue of the 1857-60 issue
except the 90¢ not even one cover is known with the marking tying stamp
to cover and further not even one genuine cover is known with 1857-1860
stamps with this wmarking on th&«facan tuis a coincident or it is
Just very funny? 1; 1\

Hugh it is perfectly OJK. with me where you put 37 - 38 and 39,
but how can you honestly ltst thése trial printings as minor varieties
of 52, 535 and 54? They are either ‘stamps or they are roofs, and
feeling absolutely certain théy are the latter, I fail to Tee the -
widdom of listing any proofs; as minor varieties of regularly issued
stamps, I have talked this matter over with numerous colléctors and all
have expressed the opinion that the catalogue should eliminate all
questionable items regardless of whose toes migcht be pinched, I think
you will be severely critxeised if you rfail te feollow out what is s
going to develap into a strong demand for such action,

i Rs rding FNed's eollection, I had no idea he had enough matenihl
to £idl volumes but I suppose his hotel cormer cards filled many ™

bookse I wonder what will be dome with the Norgan papers?  Ned gave me .

an opticn on this material and I made an attempt to interest /Rithey 8
%gist and was trying to get a western collector to go east with me ¢

Spring to look it over, It is a wonderful lot of material, I am
“hoping vou may be able to make a cash sale to Gordon and clear the -
‘wholé mtter up in this way, I will be very much interested in the
‘result of Perey's appraianl and any information you give me will be
treated in the strictest confidence,

74 ‘ % Cordially voursy.
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“of issve of a 24¢ 186
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lr. Hugh Clark,

4 seott rublientxona

e B N T

o New York. Ne¥s 4 » ke
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Re - the citalofuo listings of the 24€ 186;‘ e sarliest date

in the ocatalogue 1s"0ct. 4‘n 61," the steel
blue, #70 Bs From August 1861 te Jamuary 1862, , ﬁhis stanp
waé'issuod in five g% gggct colors, and,all of thase are found on very
thin paper, no n_obr: © patsr  the gample labels, but on a
payer ag Nr, Luff aptly Heqcribﬁa as thin bnt aug>er the
Premiere).

-

These four colors were as fbllows and 1n the order in whieh I«
personally think they were 1ssued with the earliest known uges llisted:

(A) Vidlet -~ A most. diatﬁnntive aolor which is a violet whieh
rung to blue rather than the #60's pgenerally sold by dealers as #60,
whigh in the majority of cases réin to red, Very thin paper - earlicst
use krown "Aug%st 20a ;ﬁg%." This is On a cover In UhHe Earold Brooks
collection W e earefully oxamined on several oscasions, The
color is distinctive and runs strongly to blue,

(B) Gray 1ilae « A stamp you list as €0 A, Thie is found on &
very thin paper but it is very rare and I have never seen a ¢opy on
cover, nor have 1 seén any dated copy which would give any approximate | {
date of us: '\ I merely list it as second becmmse the paper is thin and | |
the color appears to e the first change that was made from violet Lo\
the owues ﬁhich followed, ey o

: (G) oteel ray « I am enclosing you & copy hevewith, Thip 13 g
the ear-lie's"t'"'E' own "'%se, Seps 21, 1861, The paper is very tninm tw

(B) Steel blue = Thin paper, Oct, 4 1861. This was a cover in

Atha Waterhouse sale of 1924, I never saw tem hence I am not sure
" the celor was an actual steel blue, but aasumn Waterhouse lmew a steel
blue when he saw a real one, 4
: A
: (E) Red lilee - The catalogue gives Oct, 8, 1861 and néfdoubt
gpia date Te taken from the Luff book which Eives-fﬁp\earliest1xse of a
£ 1861 as Oct. 8, 1861 but lists it as a slate, not a red lilac,

Regarding the 24¢ steel grays, 8, slates etecy I have often
wonderedgif cegtaln of these stamps wer 3iIh Teallty not separate shades
of ink whiech were actually used but chﬁmi;al changelinga. ote the
stamp which is enclosed herewith, F under a strong glass and
note what a siekly looking color it ise I often wonder if this is a
changeling from a red or brown lilas, . ° N

If this color 1s an actual color whleh was issuved in 1861, and
80 far we have no proof to the contrary, then here is a staup wﬁioh is
not listed in the catalogta. This oould not be clasaitied under any

7 .—
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', of the colors listed as issued in 1881, beceuse it certainly could
/7 'net be termed as a steel blue, In addition it is totally unlike the
. gray which you list under W as 78 Be /L doubt if there is
any value in the 1861 issue w gives. collectors and dealers as
mich trouble as the 244, S N

~
P

f

As I recall you expressed some (opposition to & separate listing
of the 24¢ steel blue, when I was dlscussing this subject with you in
New xork a year ago. If there is suffieient difference botween a 3¢

pink and a 37 rose to give eafh a separate listing, then.I wonder if
there is not ample gustificdtion foriat least three major listings
of the 24¢ 1861 as follows: | | ' '

(1) August 20, 1861, = - -
24¢ violet (now misplaced under #60)
Minor « Gray lilac

(2) Oct, ¢, 2861 (?) i
24¢ steel Dblue 3 v
Ninor - steel gra: - Sep 21 1861

.

(8) 0oty 8, 1861 (7) 7

~—g4¢ red lilac
; Minoy - brown lilae
blackish wvaolet (?2)

N | wili be interested in your comments,

A I amdreceiving numerous comments on my 1860 artigle in current
/[ "stamp Speeialist" and so far all have been in perfect \agreement,
L I am enclosing an extract from one of these whieh I thought you

WKA_m;ghﬁjlika to see,

Cordially 7°u?%;»
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M, Hudh Olark, e A e Ok

% Scott Publications, Inc.,
New York, WeY,

4
Voure of the 25th received. ) 4 quite egree with you that

% there should be's complete revision of the Genersl. Issues up to
241880, and that'until this ie done, it would per ips_be unwise to

nake certain minor changes in sueh sections as f$he 5471857, I

' think the nunbering should be révised and that-the 57 1849 should

be  #1 instesd of #28, I am convinced that in cevtain goctions
the 1iatings should be simplified, I refar‘pspegially to the leng
1ist of 1851 recuts on page 50s Another: exaqw 8y off hand, 1s
the Qonfed section, pages 412 and 418, -Listing Stones" 1g oon-
fusing and snch complex listings in n cataiogub ﬁo far more harm
than gaod. ' _ i A : A

Regarding the 5¢ 1857 "Indian“Red. I do not ¥mow Whe ine

' vonted this term, but I do knowethat. 1t-48 & tolor Wwhich ig most

distinctive, much riore so in‘faet than the Type II orange brown,
Luff did not mention "Indiafi Red" noyr did Colman, tut the latter
aid 1ist & 57 1851 #42) as {Indlem Red." Luff listed a "Carmine
Brown and it is possible thia rofarred to the color we now aall :
" Indian Redo : ¥ :
I have studied this color carefully for a number of years bee
cause it is not only rare but it 1ls very rlieh and beautifuls,. 1t

- compares very.Slesely with severel examples in the Ridsway book which -

“ha térmed as,Fgéhogon§ Red," another as "chestnut." At the present

time I do not Mappen to TEve an example iR iy TeTerencs collection,
but I have a redord of a number: of readings of . copies which.x bave

taken by: *?ﬂgm;y. ‘ ; 7 4

y‘t

& You' see HughéI have vorked with this beok for twenty yoars aﬁd
it 18 my bible and colors,: I do think I have trained my eye very &

carefully, In the Carhart eollection is a very fine horizontal paim :

whielh wes used from Marysville, .Calif, - I never had an 1dea any

_““sheets of this colow were sont to California until I saw this eovers
7 7 Theypelr is canceled very lightly with e palé blue postmark which.

does, pot interfere with the marvelous coler of the pa&r. I will o

writel Horold and ask him to rend you this cover, I w that Nes, .

Qlank and yourself will agree with all that I hay -safd about the:
fan Red, . Jessup has a magnifieent verticel yir snd there ig &

Ve ne single on cover in the'Gibson,eolleetion.:‘i.oould neme

others but these will suffice. s \ W
I have an enormous gorrespondence from ell parts of the .
country and I do know that there is & great interest being taken in
rare and umusual colors of 19th Century U, 8. stampses In fact*there
is more interest than in types and p&ata.farietih 5 3,

At zg’
' k i S Q A
1R '. ; 4 4‘.’
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’ o l!r. Hugh Clark, June 29, 1940,

‘Most any, doueotor ean appreciste a fine eolor and t:hbre is
alwaye that chmqe of picking one up as an ordinary variety,

Th,lé 00101! *!.s postively not any sort of a chemical changonng. T o

ll

st Designs," Naturally I disagree ‘with you ene .

‘on 'not regularly issued" 1is a very, vory. poor

excuse, ig thase bits of paper were “not regularly 1alued then o oo
3 g and if they are not stamps ‘then they have -

3 A he catalognes This i3 plain common sense

.ff'-'-"_md nﬂ‘bhl{ig else. : I am merely cryin§ for common sense and pleading

the ¢ause of what collectore want, have no axe to grind, I am

|, sincare, and I have but one object, and that is, to dw 11 that I can

YU inomy humble way to advance the very best intercets of American.
At W pmlaxel I do not approve of the methods that Perry amploys and T
PR ROt par'c cularly interssted in what he advocates, Wd nse Xam |
L) eonvinced of one thing, that Elliett is so blinded by hig.owm self

{ﬂ ‘dmportance that he 18 f‘ar more interaested 1n prov&ag Parey! s th_eor_iea

; ;A,/,;' to be right than in préving facta. : 4 ;

His stubbern stand on the Knapp a%amp is proof nf thu fact,
<. 1f anyope Hhinks: ‘here is the slightesp eeilusion between Elliott and
~ mygelf, they are wrong, betause I ceytaifily, do not nesd Elliott to
ragsiet mo in my effort "o convince you that ‘ap accurate listing of
A9th Cém;nz-y U. S, ia a sensible buamxess-lg‘kp pwoposieim for yoﬁ. to

'_.‘v‘adopt. _ : s A R T
. aing § g S 488 = j8o- T af ot ek ataplamntit
- yeur yemar my regen « cle wag p}"aetically identlcal with the z
Perry article in Scottds batkiin-1922, X have this srticle tut I

" naven't read 1t for yeaps, Berhaps my article did not produte ‘duny
L7« new evidence, but 1t dld do ome ¥himz, It put in one awticle 5"“
about everything we have on thess three trial printinga. Sl

A I am indeed sot'ry you are going to I:l.s'c them as minm:* variet.ies
of 62 = 33 and G4, I think Bhis is vrong and I am sure &ll students
of 19th Gen‘b e 8¢ will not approve of an.action which I am sure
they will dpr a8 8 meré subterfuge, Why invite adverse. Gritic:lsn o
when you co j\ggt as well reeceive the full approva.l of the em:.ire .

~ body of. Amerl%aa uolloctora? : : :

§ | e/‘”I cau't ﬁ.gafe out what article you ®eforred to that T atated _
. h&&rappearﬂd in the A.P. rather then in the Scott Journal, Please L, L
- give msa the reference and I certalnly will make proper eorrection, !»»;
_-éor thdnk that eny falreminded person could possibly infer: from
ﬁtic that I even “intimated that Mr, Luff or xouraelr or the
el SQctg Oomvény hed ever made any attempt to conceal the, tmﬁ iyt I
1| .41d dbross ‘how grateful I was to you for giving me alﬂ.*tlm 1nrormation
y '-,Vhichfycu nad at your disposal, I am firmly eonvinced that we have
o ‘guffiéient evidence to prove that #37 = #38 and #39 aw,g%nothing more
.. _*ghen "trie) printings," that they ¢erbainly are fob - “$mperforate
4 errors which escaped perforation. If vou list these #s winof varieties
i, of 52 = 53 end 54, you will be endorsing this s lly and theroughly
/.4 @leeredited theory and you will mske the vatalogud & party £0 a wrong,
In other words, such a listing will gzive the impression that cértain
mwrﬁm&e ehoets were “e;'ror: and ;hat they wém acﬁ'uf v issued
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Mr, Hugh Clar, June 29. 1940, ¢

in this shape to the publio,prQQO a;ifqﬁlloctnbla items, and as
legitimate stamps they have a place in collections along side of

regular stampss We knoﬁ,thil‘we;l that these were simply sample
which - were sent by T.0, & Co.(to the P.M.G, and that they went

into the files of the P,0.,D. with the correspondence, Everyt

proves this, even the colors, yet gou intend to go ahead and lis
these samples as re “pos tage st as minor varieties of 52,
53 and 54, Hugh eg of you not to do thls because it is bad
business and such an action will react against you and as oné of
your good friends, I do not want this te occurs I have gone on'
record thdt I considered any such a listing as & mere subterfuge and
I will disavow such’ listings on every occasion that I can,

& \,_.
#

¢'f§;is_hot uy province to tell you what to put in the cata}bgﬁq,
but-as your fpiend I can argue these points with you and furthem, I =
do not think that our friendship is such thet you would demand that I | ¢

“keep my|mouth simt and not eritieise in public print certain things |
w Which/Y econgider are most injurious to the best interests of Ameﬁicauﬂf

) y

1861 steel gray, Uy mind is open on the shade,

: the £4

.. URegardin

\eopy “of waich I sent you = SeDe. o It may.be some sSort of
/changeling, and it may be ac%&a!ly & shades X am gure I do not know
Zat this time, but if 1t is a changeling, this change 1s e natural one,
~ sand not .one which was made to order, If it i®m a changeling,from what

R 5

original color did it ‘change? I do not think the vioclet would change
to this color and I doubt if a real steel time would:furn into anything
like this, We muet not jump to conclusions on such problems but use a
little common sense, Naturally this requires8 & proper knowledge of
what colers were aetually used from Augugt 17th to Sep. 21, 1861,

Dealers sell all sorts of trings ( and charge high prices) for the
real 24¢ steel blue, I am in cohflict with Phem all the time, Collee-
tors Eond me copies and agk - "I this' 4 stéel blue," and I reply posi-
tively that is not, FPerhaps souwe will say - "Bunk, what does Aghbrook
know?" Well I'1l admit I do not ‘krow Very much, but at least I am
occasionally prepared to be€k up wilth proof, certain opinions expressed,
I cen at lesst lay a suppesed 24¢ stéel blue along side of a real one
end prove which is the correct ¢Flor. . .

RO = Perry, Several days'ago I wrote Rollin Flower that I reed
in Mekeel's that Fllioit was slated to read a paper before the A,P,S8.
Convention on "Catalogue Ervors" and that I feared E,P, would use this
occasion to make an attack on you, and that if he did such a thing, 1t
woumdrbexggby-bad indeed, '
; . ﬁ:ﬁ “

It 48 possible I may attend the Buffalo Convention and if I do

I willk: q;ixa the dinfluence I can exert to prevent Elliott frum’;ef_‘?T'n

$6:personalities, &

iy ~y J';

)

e T

~r etild

X

“¥hink that 1t wonld be & good thing to bave & 1itfle

Lﬁéﬁﬁupﬁ_ some”’ fifteen to twenty of the most prominent 19th Century /|

_ eollespors get together and voice thelr unbiased opinions on eorrect.

g™ ok 3/ w%hihfeentury ecatalogue listings, and to offer their suggestions o you,.
By o

8 cen be done in a very fibendly and co-operetive spirit, which
every deseription, ey
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(this 1ine, T must have your hearty co-
‘veleome your views on the above propos

T e -
o e T

iy

TS'T"gﬁd/’hm standing to sueh a 3@13”05 I am “i“’n'id“n“

~ the sdvisabllity of offering & Resolution befere the Conventions '

However I realize one thing, if any good is to be acc mplished alg
peration, therefore I will

i3

e ‘ PG B BT
"AY . This mawlking is listed
: 90¢s I think ,'i“ia-,quitﬁ

‘ 5% T Tl th ‘, ,
Significant that not even one cover 1s known with the abov ) 8tamps ..
and this marking,” WBaG appears ‘sta.ng_ e to me 18 that Dr., Bgbeoc :
/or Ldwin Milliken never gave very much thoug

- toincidence, ' I haven't a doubt but what you h

2o this very unusual

u have geen coples of .
each listlng you made and natupally you had to dep atd on the two -
recognized authorities, seo I am not blaming you im he least, in faect
I bave no right gerhaps‘, to intimate that the majorliy of the items
may be bad, but I cannot be blemed if I have myjsuspicions, Die

I note that nothing further has beén dong 6n the Knapp colleation,

but I will certainly appreciate AL you will sévise me regarding any .
decisions whigh are maede, I am §6 anxious to obtain the negatives or .
photographs wyhieh Ned had made/of covefs, espechally &ll Westerns, ©
Ponies, and "Via Nicaragua." I feel cowvinced that I emn employ these
in a way which will be most helpful 0 all advenced students, and e
dislike to contemplate that they migh® te placed somewhere, whore thelr
usefullness would be buried, ‘ .

I have heard all this matepial might be turmed over to 'the . - .
Collectors Glub, ~Qn this suggestion all I can sav is, cive me. the "7
negatives, and lef the Club.have the photographic prints. This s

most’ importantuliugh'and I bog of you that you assist me dn any wey = -
you can. : | P SR i
“Kith e#éi'y good wish, B “ﬁ :
R Tours otc., i,
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454 South Grand Ave,.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Augs 5, 1940,

Hugh Clark
b % Secott Puﬁlicnt&una, Inc,,
_ 2 W, 47th S¢,
NeW YOI‘&. N-. Y.

Dear Hugh:

i Re - §,Us8,, cancelations of One Cent 1851 - Types II and IV,
Fg;uo garrier," i recall that I wrote you about this several
years ago assuming thet the listing referred to the small double
circle "Balto « Paid" which is found in both black and blue, I am
quite sure that it has been definitely established that this marking
is a "printed circular" and "drop" and had no relation whatsoever
to any carrier service, ©See Ashbrook Volume 2 « Chapter on "Carriers,"
I know of no other blue carrier which is known mn the One Cent 1851,
ngea II end IV, so I essume %ﬁb listing refers to the Baltimore,

c¢h as we both know, was referred to thru error for many years is a
"Carriara" On this same subject I note under the 3¢ 1851 a ﬁg§g§%
carrier,”" I have an idea how this listing occurred and to wha
refers but so far as I am aware, the marking is not known on a 3¢ 1851
but only on a face of a cover, If I am right, then face markings
should not be listed unless they are known on stamps, If the one I
have in mind - in green - is listed correctly (on the 3¢) then perhaps
it should also Te ﬁ!afid on the One Cent 1851 Type IV, but I doubt
the wisdom of either,

I also note under the One Cent 1851 Type II, & cancelation listed
as "1853 year date," Naturally I suppose this refers to the well
known New York of July 1l to 26, 1853, but while this marking is krowm
. on 1¢ lmperfs, Type IV, I have never seen am example on & Type II.

See Ashbrook 8ne Cent book, Vols 2, page 119 « 5th paragraph,

Yours ste. »
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[ ELLIOTT PERRY 2/ *{S7 L g o0l ﬂﬁesmam"
\.BOX 333 1% . 5 ”j,?» SNEW JERSEY

SINCE 1915

November 28, 192
Dear Stanley,

The firet STAMP SPECIALIST has been received and
your very fine 1847 article has been read carefully and with
unusual pPleasure, It is a contribution worhty of you and what
more can be said?

You asked me to comment won it and I shall do so, not
because I wish to, but because you asked me. There is very
1ittle in it which perhapes does not agree with the facts, or
with which I do not agree. I had several covere used in JHly
1847 and may have a record of them, The earliest I have heard
about was July 7, 1847 with an uncancelled stamp and very likely
this is the cover mentitned in the first column on page 47.

I do not recall having paid special attention to the
shifts in the Ackerman collection and may prossibly have s0ld a
" or "D" without knowing it, but I think that very unlikely
and so far as I know he had neither of them. He did have
several of the "A"™ and "B" shifte., There was a verf$ical block
of six which Emerson would not buy for a few dollars at the time
it was offered him in Boston, It was cut in two strips and
I think Filetrup bought the strip with A and B in it, and Emer-
son bought the other strip. It seems to me that was earlier
than 19230,

Reepecting the Luff affidavil regarding the destruction
of the plates in 1851; I do not know where Luff found the origi-
nal, but I do know that official record® do not always esay what
they mean, and could name at least four such instances of phila-
telic importance. One of them is mentioned at the bottom of the
first page of Pats #3 and another on page XBk 1316 in the Hobbie
letter, I have no doubt a die and plate of the 5¢c and 10c were
destroyed in 1851 as the Luff affidavit states, but I do not
believe all the rolls were destroyed and I have sometimes won-
dered if more than half plate of each value wae destroyed.

Page 40. (Knapp shift);- ***"while such a double tranefer
could not *** originate from a steel plate, such a variety could
*** originate from a plate made of copper."” I am unable to find
any explanation why this variety could not originate from a
ateel plate but could ori%inate from a copper plate. Of course
I do not know that you intended to give the reasoning by which
this conclueion was reached.

Some of the reasoning regarding the plating of the 5¢ and




#3 Stanley Ashbrook 11/28-'39

e,

:y»i3’-¢==============q
.’ WESTFIELD
o~ NEW JERSEY ™

SINCE 1915

10c stamps seems not to be wholly consistent, "It was posaible
to reconstruct the 10c pPlate principally because *** the four
frame lines were recut on each of the 300 positions." (page 40)

But regarding the 5¢ in the following paragraph I read, ***
"the principal reason why it is impossible to reconstruct the
5¢ 1847 plates is because they were made of copper."

I have no doubt I could have reconstructed the 5c plate if
there had been only one plate and it had been recut as was the
10c, and whether it was made of copprer or steel, I still believe
that a reconstruction of the Sc plate (1) is theoretically podsibe.
But I do not think the results would be worth the effort, because
there are so many stamps which could not be identified , i,e.,
located on a completed plating.

From a practical standpoint the plating may be impossible,
not because of ths admitted difficulty of a reconstruction, but
because there ray not be in the world enough of the right kind
of mterial. I was satisfied more material was required than
was included in Ackerman's 1,300 copies, which included many
multiples, eepecially the scarce vertical items.

There are several places where reference is made to copper
plates as if it has besn definitely proven befond question that
the plates were of coprer. In my opinion it haes not been 8o
proven, Turning to page 70 you will note that sixteen years
after 1847 Archer & Daly thought they might get 5,000 impressions
from the 10c frame line pPlate, by using it "as long as it would
last,"” ©Nothing is said about what the 5, 000th impression will
look like k€ even if the plate should last that long., I think
this agrees very well with the Rawdon etc. warrant of 2,000 im-
Pressions from a copper plate before re-entry was necessary, be-
cause the 2,000th impression would still be a satisfactory print.

5,000 impressions was about the limit to be expected from
the Confederate frame line plate, yet over 5,000 impressions
were taken from the 10c 1847 plate and no appreciable plate wear
has be%un to appear, The average from the 1847 5c plates had to
be 11, OO0 impressions - more than twice as mwek many as Archer &
Daly hoped to obtain from the frame line plate. I do not believe
Archer & Daly understated the number of impressiong that could
be obtained from a copper plate, It sems to me that what they
meant was that if they could do as well with their facilities in

Richmond ae their experience with coppper plates had shown them
wag Possible in New York, they might obtain 5,000 impressidms,



#3 Stanley Ashbrcok 11/28-'3

Ron e
2 (},, WESTFIELD |
Kij%5 ZNEW JERSEY” )

SINCE 1915

There are evidences of carelese workmanship on the 10c¢c
1847 plate which do not avpear on the 5¢, I think it quite pos-
sibke that fine markings which appear on Proofg might not have
been vieible even on early impressions of thei tempe , and there
is also a poBsibility that after the proofs were printed the s
plate was gone over very csrefully and the fine markinge were
burnished out. lMarkings which appear on 10c pProofs also apmear
on the stemps instead of disappearing rapidly as I suppose they
would from a copper pPlate.

I do not see how the presence or absence of fine dots,
scratches etc, indicates that a plate is steel or copper. The
10c 1847 plate has many of them and the 5c plate doesn't, I
know of many steel plates which have very few such markings and
gsometimes other factors than these make a stamp platable. You
have reconstructed 95% of the frame line plate with 534 (or less)
copies, while I examined about 2200 copies of the 10c 1847,

The plating may have been nearly complete before 23,00 were
examined but even so, and allowing for the 3C0 subject instead
of 100, about twice as many stampe were required.

In my opinion the weight of evidence #till remains in
favor of the 1847 plates bein% geteel rather than copper. There
could be several reasons why the first 5c plate wore down more
rapidly than ie commonly the case with later msteel rlates,

I think you have corrected all the errore or incorrect
conclusions which appeared in the Chase articles, and have added
important data to the 1847 story. cerdainly

Ackermen's original idea was to Publish a book on the 10c
1847, I induced him to have it first appear serially. Owing
to developgments which need not be gone into now the last chap-
ter (which had nothing to do with plating. but concerned usage,
cancellations, etc.) was never written. I have many notes on
dats for that final chapter, but they may not cover it as com-
pletely as could have been done at the time,

The references to my swxk work are very kind and greatly
appreciated, I deserve no sPecial credit for the work wae not
truly a labor of love - it was a job for which I was paid, As
it finally turned out E.R.A, got his money all back with a sweet
profit when his collection wasz sold. I understand that when a
certain amount of his U.S. had been go0ld he had got back every
dollar that he had ever put into stamps and had more than 450

volumes left!
Sinoe%ely,f><;éizgz////
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THE NEW YORK “40 ENCIRCLED”

By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK, F.R.P.S.L.

T is one thing to simply collect
covers, but it is quite a different
thing to be able to read the stories

our covers have to tell us. When we
accomplish the latter, our covers take
on a world of added interest, which is
entirely lost to those who simply col-
lect and evince no desire to go beyond
that phase of philately.

The above observation no doubt ap-
plies to all classes of covers, regard-
less of whether they are United States
or foreign, old or modern, but in ex-
pressing the above conviction, I have
in mind in particular, our own U. S.
covers of the years prior to the out-
break of the War between the North
and the South.

I do enjoy finding the unusual in
the search for early covers, and many
times have I run across items which
at first glance appeared very com-
monplace, but which later imparted
to me many interesting facts, and in
addition were the cause of my making
further inquiry in various phases of
the stories they had to tell.

I will cite such an example. Re-
cently Laurence B. Mason showed me
a cover from his collection, an illus-
tration of which is herewith produced
(figure No. 1). This folded letter is
addressed to New York and bears no
postmark, but has a rate marking in
black, “40 in a circle.”

At first glance we note that this
letter was posted at the New York
Post Office, that the rate on same was
forty cents and that it was not pre-
paid. We are quite familiar with
this “40 in a circle” and we know it
was a rate handstamp used at the
New York Post Office in 1849 and at
various times in 1850. Examples of
it are far from common.

But why should a letter addressed
to New York, and mailed at New
York, be taxed with 40 cents in post-
age? Immediately we recognize the
fact that the letter was not of New
York City origin but surely from a
California source, as this handstamp
was used only (?) on California mail.
(single rates).

We open the letter and find it is
headed, “San Francisco, Sept. 30,
1849,” and the absence of a San
Francisco postmark tells us that this
is a “Dock Letter,” that is, it was not
deposited in the San Francisco Post
Office, but was taken direct to the
U. S. Mail Ship and intrusted for
transmission to New York by the
official in charge of the U. S. Mail
Bags.
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At that period, September, 1849,
all mail between the eastern states
and California went the Ocean Route
“Via Panama.” There was no In-
dependent Line of ships operating
regularly Via Panama or Via Nica-
ragua, hence all mail was transported
in the regular U. S. Mail Ships.

On October 1st, 1849, the “S.S.
Oregon” departed with the U. S.
Mail to be transported via Panama,
and no doubt this letter was carried
on the first leg of its journey by this
ship.

We can only speculate as to why
this letter was carried direct to the
mail ship “Oregon” and mailed as a
Dock Letter, rather than being posted
in the San Francisco Post Office. In-
asmuch as the letter is dated a day
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Figure #1—Rate marking—New York 40 in Circle" in black.

prior to the sailing, we surmise that
perhaps Mr. Henley, the writer, was
a trifle dubious that if he posted the
letter at the Post Office, it would go
by the Oregon on the day following.
The San Francisco Office was
swamped with a tremendous volume
of mail in the last quarter of 1849
and the office was undermanned.

We note this cover is marked
“Free—Thos. J. Henley, M.C.” We
wondered why this letter was franked
“Member of Congress” and why the
New York Post Office refused to
recognize the Frank. Inasmuch as
California was not a state in 1849 and
hence had no Representatives in Con-
gress, Mr. Henley must have been
from some eastern state, and was in
San Francisco on Sept. 30th, 1849.

Figure #2—Prepaid letter, New York to San Francisco, Aug. 27, 1849. New York "40 in
Circle" rate marking.
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Figure #3—New York "40 in Circle" in
5c 1847,

Thomas Jefferson Henley was born
in Richmond, Ind., April 2nd, 1810;
admitted to the Bar in 1828. Was
also a Banker in Indiana and Speaker
of the Indiana State Legislature in
1840. Representative in Congress,
March 4th, 1843, to March 3rd, 1849.
He removed to California in 1849,
and was a banker at Sacramento.
Member of First California State
Legislature 1851 -1853. Superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs of Califor-
nia 1855-58, and Postmaster of San
Francisco, 1860-1864. Died at San
Ftancisco, January 2, 1865. He was
the father of Barclay Henley, who
was a Representative in Congress

black on

November 18, 1939 Sfamps

from Sonoma County,
Calif., from Mar. 4th, 1883,
to Mar. 3rd, 1887.”

It will be noted that Mr.
Henley’s term as a Mem-
ber of Congress expired on
March 8rd, 1849, and evi-
dently the New York Post
Office was aware of this fact, because
when the letter was deposited in that
office the Frank was disregarded,
and the letter was rated “40 cents,
due on delivery.”

HE New York marking “40 in a
circle” is usually found on covers
from New York to California and is
most unusual I believe, on covers
from California to New York, or
points beyond.

I have only seen two of the latter
items, and if anyone can show me
additional covers, I will greatly ap-
preciate the favor.

Scott's International

“JUNIOR”

On Sale About November 20th

Just the album for the average collec-
tor who does not want spaces for the
most expensive stamps.

Our most popular album.

Bound in Boards, $3.50; Cloth,
$4.50; Loose Leaf, $6.00

Supplements for the loose-leaf edition will
be issued every two years.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

1 West 47th St.

New York, N. Y.

Figure #4—New York Postmark with 40 cents rate.

Figure No. 2 illustrates a typical
prepaid cover with the New York
“40,” which was mailed at New York
on Aug. 27, 1849, and addressed to
San Francisco. (L. B. Mason col-
lection). This letter was transported
to Panama by the U. S. Mail “S.S.
Falcon” which departed from New
York at 1 P.M. on Aug. 27, 1849.

The most unusual item I have ever
seen with this New York “40,” is a
single copy, off cover of the 5c 1847
shown me several years ago by El-
liott Perry. This item is now in Mr.
Mason’s collection. See figure No. 3.

I might add that the markings on
Figures 2 and 3 have been retouched
on original photographs in order that
they be shown to better advantage.

In all probability the New York
Post Office did not continue the use
of the “encircled 40” for any length
of time after Jan. 1st, 1850. I have
no record of a use even as late as the
Spring of 1850. I have on the other
hand noted prepaid covers with a
New York postmark, the curved
“Paid” and the “40” rate in penecil.

Figure No. 4 illustrates a cover
from the collection of the late Henry
C. Needham, and shows a New York
postmark with the “40” rate. It is
quite possible this handstamp was the-
successor of the “encircled 40.” On
a letter which was not prepaid, this
marking was applied in black. When
the rate was prepaid, the marking was
generally applied in red and the small
curved “Paid” marking in red was
also added. The cover illustrated
(figure 4) is the earliest use I have
seen of this postmark with 40, viz.
Oct. 11, 1850.

I am very anxious to see additional
covers bearing the two markings, the
“encircled 40,” and the combination
postmark and 40 rate, and will ap-
preciate the loan of such items. Post-
age will be paid both ways. Address:
Stanley B. Ashbrook, 434 S. Grand
Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky.



Stephen D. Brown
Sale Oct. 30-Nov. 4

Our readers will appreciate this
review of the great New York
sale as written by our Depart-
ment Editor. Prices realized
demonstrate a strong U. S.
market.

By W. L. Bascock,
245 Willis Av. E., Detroit, Mich.

“Stephen D. Brown” Sale by Har-
mer, Rooke & Co., 5-day sale (Oct. 30-
Nov. 4), Collectors Club, N. Y. C. Out-
standing as the star sale of the season,
wtaling over $107,000, several high-water
marks in prices were obtained of which
$4,100 for a 24c Air Mail invert of 1918
proved a record price. (Economist.) Less
than 10 days previous at the Cole sale,
only $2,100 was obtained for a duplicate
copy. As there were over 2,600 lots of
superlative interest, it is only possible to
hit the high spots. A magnificent lot of
1847, 5 and 10c, including 2 bisects of the
latter, brought excellent prices, many lots
exceeding cat. The ’47s and 1 and 3c ’51s,
Nos. 30-33, brought approximately $20,000
for 384 lots in first day’s sale. 5c on first
day cover to England, dated July 12, 1845,
$260. The bisects on cover of the 10c
slack, No. 29a, $320 (Uptown) ; and same
in No. 29b, $310 (Sanabria). 10c green,
No. 35, superb, on neat cover Lowell,
Mass., to Calif,, cat. $60, @ $107.50
(Brooks). Superb horiz. pair, 10c recut,
No. 35¢, positions 54-55 LI, cat. $600, @
$250 (Souren). 10c green, No. 50, “South
Letter Unpaid”, 1861, to Prussia with

bremen packet and provisional hand-
stamped “10” in circle, finest known, $285
(Brooks). 24¢, No. 60, brilliant mint, cat.
$300, @ $400. 5¢, No. 67, perfection pair,
handsome shade, immaculate cover with
black N. Y. Steamship, $295 (Brooks).
2c Black Jack bisect, N&. 73a, diag. half ||
cut from pair of 2¢c, making 3c rate, tied! i
on, $125 (Cole). 1c, No. 112, perfection |
mint, horiz. block 6, 2 stamps S. E., cat.!
$60, @ $175. (Apparently, no disc. for|
>. K. here.) 1c, No. 112, beautiful Water- |
bury “Bee”, $39 (Juhring). 2c, No. 113c,
bisect, lower half tied to fine cover Wash-2
ington, D. C,, black Carrier canc. on env., ..
used as 1c stamp to pay local Carrier fee,)
255 (Sanabria). Another, No. 113d, vert.
half used w:th a 2c stamp, tied on all sides,
$59 (Juhring). 3c, No. 114, cat. 15c, with )
man’s face in black circle, v. f. and rare, |
$24 (Colson). Another Waterbury “Shoe”
on piece of cover, $27.50 (Colson). 6c.b
No. 115, perfection mint single, cat. $12,
(@ $26. 3c, No. 114, Waterbury “Bee”
on small env., clearly struck, $55 (Jack-
son). No. 114, with clear strike of
Waterbury “Beer Mug”’, stamp defective |
but rare, $45 (Jackson). Mint 6¢c, No.!
115, cat. $12, @ $26. Superb 6¢ in dark
shade with green target, $25 (Uptown).|
10c, No. 116, on cover, tied with N. Y.
Steamship, $52.50 (Brooks). 6c¢ rose, No. l
195, superb, unused, $250 (Nassau). 30c, ﬂ
No. 201, same set, perfect, $400. Com- !'
plete set, 1-90c, Nos. 219-229, superb,| |
mint, imperf. horiz. pairs, $460. 4c blue,
No. 233a, rare error, o. g., cat. $1,200, @
$740. Superb blocks 4 of 1-2-3-4-5 dollar
Columbians, $150, $340, $550 (Cole), $925
and $1,150 (Souren). $5, No. 313, mint
hlock 4, superb, cat. $600, full cat. 2c,

No. 324a, beautiful o. g. vert. pair, im-|

perf. horiz., cat. $1,500, @ $750 (Souren).
4c, No. 360, o. g., and one of the finest
bluish paper known, cat. $750, @ $870
(Fitield). 3c, No. 529G, Type LV, umque,
unused, top Pl. No. block 12, 8 stamps
printed, both sides, $250 (Nassau). 2c,
INo. 68va, perfect unused biock Von Steu-
ben Com., one of rarest 20th Cenc. blocks,
$675 (Colson). 5c, No. 734a, hor. pr., o.
g., imperf. vert., $250. 24c Interior, No.
1604, centered o. g. block, rarest of Dept.
blocks, $300 (Ward). Revenues, $200
blue, black and red, No. 3932, superb and
rare, $300 (Uptown). Wells Fargo &

|| Co. Pony Exp., $1 red, No. 6798, perfect,

tied to franked env., No.' 2312, stamp tied
by blue running horse, no finer Express
cover known and a show-piece, $520
(Perlander). 3c, No. 33d, bisect. diag.
half used as 1c, tied by black grid on blue
circular from Cal., endorsed in mss. “Via
Nicaragua”, also blue handstamped “Via
Nicaragua Ahead of the Mails”, $300
(Cole). Two bisect. 12¢ black, No. 36a,
on rare and v. f. Calif. covers, $410 and
3470 (Cole). 10c, No. 50, v. f. copy tied
(o rare propaganda env. “Per Overland
Mail Station Via Los Angeles in Hope
of the Railroad” with picture of wood-
burning locomotive, celebrated as the
“choo-choo” cover, $400. In the Confed.
group, 5¢ red, No. 3, tied with black grid,
v. f. cover, Athens, Ga., one of the rarest
Confed. provisionals, cat. $1,750, @ $900
(Brooks). 10c, No. 53, Greenwood Depot,
Va., small neat cover, finest known, cat.
$1,000, @ $215 (Nassau). Uniontown,
Ala., 5¢, No. 140, 4 fine margins, lightly
tied and rare, $430; and same buyer, 5c,
No. 141, superb, large margins, tied, $390
(Brooks). A review of this sale illus-
trates the keen competition for historical
Americana in philately and features the
most obvious trend of U. S. specialization
on the part of collectors of means. While
most of the purchases of these items were

made by dealers, thev were undoubtedly |

for clients. Adjectives were exhausted in
describine the immacrlate condition of
most lots.



1847 Bank Note Issue

blue unwatermarked paper, im-

perforate, on the flat press by
Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson.
200-subject copper plates, 100-subject
sheet.

PRINTED on white and grey to dull

5¢ brown. 10c black.

Subject

Benjamin Franklin, portrait paint-
ing by John B. Longacre. George
Washington, “Vaughan” type, paint-
ing by Gilbert Stuart. Original owned
by the Metropolitan Museum.

Issued

5c earliest known date of use, July
9, 1847. 10c earliest known date of
use, July 10, 1847. Stamps were avail-
able in ample time for the set date of
issue, July 1, 1847, so that stamps
were probably sold and used on the
first day, especially from New York
City.
Historical Data

John M. Niles of Hartford was ap-
pointed Postmaster-General on March
25, 1840, and first suggested the post-
age stamp to the government. Cave
Johnson became Postmaster - General
on March 5, 1845 and was the next to
suggest the use of stamps, which in
the form of a bill was approved March
3,*1847, effective July 1, 1847 from
which date all stamps not authorized
by the government became illegal.

The engraving contract was let for
a period of four years. Use of this
issue was prohibited after July 1,
1851, the date of the new series, as
the government did not own the plates
under this contract as was done on
later issues. Stamps of this issue were
honored, however, as late as 1858.

According to an affidavit the dies
and plates were destroyed December
12, 1851. However, no mention is
made of transfer rolls and since proofs
of these stamps turned up in the 1890’s
that were not known before, it may be
assumed that the rolls were not de-
stroyed and although they may not
exist today they certainly did at the
time the government forgeries were
made in 1875.

Number Issued

3,712,000 5¢ and 891,000 10c were
delivered to postmasters from totals
of 4,400,000 5c¢ and 1,050,000 10c

By Lt. Wilburn F. Unthank

printed and delivered to the Post Of-
fice Department.

The Postmaster General’s report of
December 4, 1852 states that of June
30, 1851, $8,849.61 of the 1847 issue
were in the hands of Postmasters. It
further states: “for postage stamps
redeemed $3,809.35; for postage
stamps of the old issue returned to
the department $8,229.20.”

Luff, on page 64, “The Postage
Stamps of the United States,” follows
this report with this curious state-
ment which I quote: “Mr. Tiffany, in
his History of the Postage Stamps of
the United States, adds these two

amounts together and claims a total
of $12,038.55 of the 1847 issue were
returned by the deputy postmasters.
This is manifestly incorrect, both from
the wording of the report, and be-
cause more stamps could not be re-
turned than were outstanding. The
stamps redeemed were probably of the
1851 issue.”

To use his own words Luff was
“manifestly incorrect,” inasmuch as
the wording and intent of the report
is quite clear. $8,229.20 was returned
of the $8,849.61 outstanding as of
June 30, 1851 from the postmasters.
$3,809.35 was redeemed by postmas-
ters from the general public for the
new issue on demonetization of the
1847 issue effective July 1, 1851. Mr.
Tiffany therefore knew whereof he
wrote. From the report of December
1, 1853, ‘“stamps returned, old issue
$68.05; stamps on hand, overcharged,
old issue $85.90.” Thus we get a total
of $12,192.50 of this series returned.

On March 3, 1851, postal rates of
10c and 20c¢ were established but no
stamps of that denomination issued
until 1855 so that the 10e, when avail-
able, was used during this period. A
larger proportion of the 5¢ value would
be used on ordinary mail, therefore
we may assume that the proportion of
redeemed stamps would be as of the
proportion issued.

From these facts 3,547,244 5c¢ and
851,453 10c were sold for use.

Shades
5¢ in light brown, dark brown, pale
brown, red brown, purple brown, black
brown, deep orange brown, red orange.
10c in grey black, greenish black.

Paper Varieties

Both 5e¢ and 10c with stitch water-
mark and on laid paper.

Plate Varieties

5¢ with double transfer (4 vari-
eties), dot in “U,” dot in “S.”

10¢ with double transfer (3 vari-
eties), short transfer, stick pin, hare-
lip.
Cancelations

Gridiron: 5c¢ and 10c black, blue,
green, magenta, orange, red, ultra-
marine. 5c¢ only, red, brown. 10c¢
only, pink, violet.

Town: Both values, black, blue,
green, magenta, orange, red, ultra-
marine, violet.

Miscellaneous: Both values, Canada,
Express, Free, Manuseript, Numeral,
Paid, Precanceled Wheeling, W. Va,,
Railroad, Steam, Steamboat, Steam-
ship, Way; be Hotel; 10c Panama.

Year Dates: 1847 to 1858.

Covers
5c, 1% copies used as T¥%ec.

10c¢ horizontal, vertical and diagonal
halves used as bc.

Paper

Greyish wove on all shades except
5¢ black brown; yellowish white wove
on 5¢ black brown and 10c black.

Gum

Yellow to yellow white, thin and in-
clined to crackle. Applied by appren-
tices.

Size
1814 x 23% mm.
Imprint
R. W. H. & E. at bottom of each
stamp.
Plate Numbers
None.
Notes

Mr. Ashbrook, in “The United
States One Cent Stamp of 1851- 1857,”
comes to the logical conclusion that
this issue was printed from copper
plates. At that time it was customary
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held many mail auctions. He had al-
ready held 62 of them at that time,
and he is still holding frequent mail
auctions, and using WPG to tell about
each of them.

Among other advertisers we might
mention D. M. Ward of Gary, Indiana;
L. V. Lindsey, Norwich, N. Y.; Geo.
T. Simpson, Buffalo, N. Y., and A.
W. Dunning, all of whom were with
us steadily up to a few years ago.
However, for all time steady adver-
tising in WPG there is Bert DeGrush,
who came into our columns in Novem-
ber, 1915, and has been with us
steadily ever since. His is the honor
of being with us over the longest pe-
riod of time—continuously.

It was inevitable that Gossip should
be the official organ of many phila-
telic societies back in those early days,
because it is always profitable for a
new magazine to take on organships
to increase its circulation. Among
those we might mention the Philatelic
Brotherhood of America, Mountain
States Philatelic Society, Wisconsin
Philatelic Society, Missouri - Kansas
Philatelic Association, Tri-State Phil-
atelic Society (comprising the Da-
kotas and Minnesota), International
Postmark Society, Wyoming Stamp
Exchange, Texas Philatelic Associa-
tion, Indianapolis Collectors Club,
Metropolitan Philatelic Association,
International Philatelic Association,
International Precancel Club and
Junior American Philatelic Society, in
about that order. They bring back
fond memories to lots of us who were
associated with them in the old days.

* Gossip, too, soon had an unusual
group of steady contributors, among
them A. H. Pike on postmarks (and we
don’t mind saying that he has never
been beaten for his work on then cur-
rent postmarks), now deceased; S. B.
Hopkins on Mexico (Mr. Hopkins is
still a frequent contributor); Robert
Haynes, Dr. W. I. Mitchell and Dr.
C. W. Hennan, who just couldn’t be
beaten on precancels; R. J. Tarpy and
Harry F. Kohr, on envelopes (Mr.
Tarpy still contributes once in a while
on that subject); August Dietz, on
..Confederate States of America, and
Frank E. Greene, who wrote delight-
fully of Panama and Canal Zone.
Some of the finest feature articles
on various subjects of that time, too,
were by Chas. S. Thompson, who often
illustrated his own productions.

J. E. Guest, now Sales Manager for
the American Philatelic Society, also
conducted a newsy column from
Minneapolis, Minn.

You might be interested to know
that our oldest columnist is Sidney
Bird with his “Random Notes,” who
came into WPG December 15, 1922,
and has been with us pretty steadily
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ever since. He also did feature ar-
ticles for us as far back as 1915 or
1916. “Random Notes” has always
been one of our most popular columns,
and we hope will continue to be one
of our best features for many more
years.

“Philatelic Gossip From Here and
There,” another column still with us,
is a pleasant concoction thought of by
Vietor W. Rotnem, when he became
editor of WPG in July, 1926. Most of
it isn’t really written—it’s like hash,
it just accumulates. It contains a bit
of everything, condensed as much as
possible, and that’s why it continues to
please “those who must read and run.”

History was made and many sub-
scribers came to GossiP when, in 1917,
A. V. Dworak found several hundred
copies of the famous U. S. 5-cent
“Red Error” both perforated 10 and
12, which he sold for 50c¢ apiece with
subscriptions to the magazine at 50c.
You may be sure they didn’t last long,
and we still frequently hear from men
who took advantage of that bargain.
Today those two stamps catalogue $50
and $25 apiece, respectively. Ho, hum!

Gossip is still being carried on in
the tradition of A. V. Dworak, its
founder. He cast the die and he set
its policies back in 1915, when there
were not nearly so many ardent dev-
otees of the hobby as there are today.
It is a far cry from 1915 to 1940 in
American Philately, but it is the same
hobby, even if the money angle be-
comes more prominent with each suc-
ceeding season, and governments be-
come more aware of the millions of
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stamp collectors who people this world.
Philately has had a prosperous past,
and has been far more permanent
than many nations and their govern-
ments. Philately is firmly embedded
in the firmament of hobbies, with a
larger following than any other avoca-
tion one can name. No matter how
many million followers there are in
Philately in this world today, we see
no reason to believe otherwise than
that there will be twice as many when
WPG celebrates its FIFTIETH AN-
NIVERSARY!

Cracked Printing Die

HERE IS WHAT appears
to be a cracked plate variety of a
printing die used for one cent en-
velopes. It is constant as we have
had five or six examples submitted in
the last year, all of which compared
favorably with this photo taken some
months ago. Such examples are an in-
teresting part of any specialized col-
lection of envelope stamps.

NORTHERN
EUROPE....

ESTONIA

LITHUANTA
POLAND

| WEST 47th STREET,

If you collect these Baltic Countries treat
yourself to Scott’s looseleaf pages. There’s
just no better place to mount them. The
following pages are available:

Country
CENTRAL LITHUANIA
LATVIA . _______

No. of
Pages Price
________ 5 $ .25
_________ 15 .45
_________ 19 .60
_________ 21 .65
_________ 37 1.00
_________ 6 25

WESTERN UKRAINIA

Similar sections for 150 other countries now ready.
Get the complete list from your dealer or from

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

A\

NEW YORK, N. Y.
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to print bank notes from copper plates
and Rawdon specialized in bank note
printing. The 1851 issue was speci-
fied as STEEL plates which Toppan
had considerable difficulty in produc-
ing. The lack of depth in this issue
would also indicate that the stamp
was not produced by the better steel
plates.

Proofs
Both values on large die on india,
white bond, laid and colored bond;

plate proof on india. Both values
“Specimen” exist.

Government Forgeries, 1875

Printed on thin crisp bluish wove
paper, imperforate and ungummed,
by the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. 50 subject plate and sheet.
Both values engraved on the same die,
2088.

Issued for display at the Centennial
Exposition of 1876. 4,779 copies of
the 5¢ and 3,883 copies of the 10c
were issued. 5c¢ comes in red brown,
bistre brown and yellow brown; 10c
in grey black.

Forgeries are slightly shorter and
wider than the originals. The initials
RWH&E are quite indistinet. 5¢ me-
dallion background of horizontal lines,
the original has both vertical and
horizontal lines. 10c¢ straight mouth
and sleepy eyes. The white collar is
very heavily shaded.

Proofs

5¢ small die, india and card plate.
10¢ large and small die, india and
card plate.

1881 Color Proofs

Both values on thin card in black,
scarlet, brown, green and blue.

Says, Need Better Centering

THE BOSTON Post says
editorially: “The United States Gov-
ernment stamps are admittedly the
most artistically designed and beau-
tifully printed of any in the world.
But after going to all the expense of
making these perfect stamps the Gov-
ernment spoils them for millions of
people by careless spacing in the per-
forated sheets.

“It is estimated there are some
8,000,000 philatelists in this country
who spend many millions of dollars
a year on their stamp collections. As
the stamps they buy are not used in
the mails these millions they spend
are practically all profit for the Gov-
ernment. But the philatelists want
only stamps that are perfectly cen-
tered within the perforated edges and
these they find very difficult to get.
Out of thousands of sheets containing
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from 50 to 100 stamps per sheet only
rarely can one sheet be obtained, even
in the big city post offices, in which
the stamps are properly centered.

“The stamps of almost every other
country in the world are uniformly
properly spaced in the perforated
sheets. That it can be done is shown
by the fact that properly centered
stamps can almost always be obtained
by insisting upon them at Washing-
ton. As a matter of fact, any job
printer would be sure to space them
correctly if he were given the con-
tract to make up the sheets. Why,
complain the philatelists, does the
Post Office Department persist in al-
lowing this careless work to go on?

“Postmaster General Farley is now
a candidate for President. Here is a
chance for him to win over in one
swoop the everlasting good will of
about 8,000,000 people who merely
ask for such a little thing as proper
spacing of our stamps.”—Washington
Star.

New Editor for ““U.S.C.S. Log”’

WE ARE quite pleased to
learn that, with the April-May issue
of the U. S. C. S. Log, official organ
of the Universal Ship Cancelation So-
ciety, David Brockton Browne, con-
ductor of our “Naval Cover” column
becomes its editor. Mr. Browne, be-
sides being well versed in Naval Cover
lore, is an experienced journalist, and
we congratulate the Universal Ship
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Cancelation Society upon obtaining
his services. This will in no way af-
fect the regularity of his column in
WPQG, as it will come along regularly
as heretofore.

SUP. A To Have Banquet
First Day of Convention

VISITORS to the 46th An-
nual Convention to be held in Cleve-
land, Ohio, August 29th, through Sep-
tember 1st, 1940, will find a new and
rather unusual innovation, in that the
banquet will be held the opening night
of the affair instead of the usual end
of the conventions in the past.

The committee in charge felt that
in many of the past Conventions a
great number of the visitors had to
leave before the final days of the
meeting and as a result had to miss
the fellowship and enjoyment of the
usually colorful dinner.

The keynote of this convention will
be “get acquainted at the opening ses-
sions—not the last”—thereby being
able to benefit to the fullest extent
by the newly formed friendships and
renewal of the old.

The banquet will be held in the
beautiful Pine Room of Hotel Statler
in Cleveland, the headquarters of the
Convention. This is a really delightful
room and must be seen to be appreci-
ated, and the Committee is sure it
will be an occasion long to be remem-
bered by the visitors.

AT THE FAIR
IN THE STOREK

Scott has the stamps

At the N. Y. Fair, Scott will have displays of

airmails,
World’s Fair

Scott’s famous packets.

first stamps of many countries,
and Exposition stamps,

and
See them there.

In the store, Scott sells fine stamps, thousands

of them at 50% catalogue.

Come in, if you

can, or write for a price list—Sets, Packets,
U. S., albums, or 50% discounts.

SCOTT STAMP & COIN COMPANY, INC.

1 WEST 47th STREET,

NEW YORK, N. Y.
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BOLIVIA, 1935, A. Mail, 5B
JAMAICA, 1938, 9d
KENYA, 1937, Coronation, 20c
\'D\VFOUNI)LAND 5¢ Jubilee ...
VENEZUELA, 1938-39, A. Mail, 90c
SIAM, 1904, 3A, QIO 4y vuneennes
COSTA RICA. 1934, A. Mail, 60c
CURACAO, 1938, A. Mail, 15¢c
*SUDAN, 1898, 3M

BERT DeGRUSH
33 Grant Ave., Glens Falls, N. Y.

Great Britain Penny Black $1

12¢ Interior, soft paper, beauties (val. $1.40) $ .95
Approvals, U. S. and foreign, if you want them.
R. D. MacGUFFIN, MERION STATION, PA.

STAMPLESS COVERS

Four different from the District of Col-
umbia—$1.00. All fine and really desirable.
Request our latest list of stampless cover
specials. L

Omar Stamp Company
436 Virginia Ave., Hagerstown, Md.

! First Day Cacheted Covers!

20 all different cacheted first day covers
only $1.50. 20 airmail cacheted covers $1.25.
First day set of 10 Army & Navy covers 8bc.
You cannot afford to be without our lists.

F. W. Herget

553 Suffolk, Buffalo, New York

SCARCE 1938 PRESIDENTIALS, Fine Used.
%e to 50c inclusive, 75c.  $1, $2, $5, set $1.25.
Complete set 13 coils: Used, 25c; mint, 60c.
Free price list. Approvals on request.
QUALITY STAMP SERVICE
565 Sheridan Ave., Columbus, Ohio

U. S. APPROVALS

Beginners, as well as more advanced col-
lectors, can profit by my U. S. approvals.
Fine stamps at the right prices. If you are
interested, write for particulars and include
2 good references.

RICHARD V. HIGGS

CHARLES TOWN, W. VA.

DEPTS., DUES, CUT SQUARES, REV-
ENUES, TELEGRAPHS, ete., U. 8. will
be sent on approval. Prices are very low.
Satisfactory references required,

R. W. HARRIS
784 Eastern Pkway., Brooklyn, N. Y.

FREE BULLETINS

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czecho-
slovakia, Danzig, Finland, Ger-
many, Japan, Jugoslavia, Nether-
lands, Poland, Roumania, Sweden,

United States
10 BIG BULLETINS of above countries
FREE—A 3c stamp appreciated.
Yes, we have stamps of most all other
countries also.

300 varieties AUSTRIA
100 varieties CZECHOSLOVAK
80 varieties FINLAND

WALTER QUAINTANCE

BOX C, UPPER SANDUSKY, OHIO

U.8.—U.S.—U.S.

Our U. S. Exclusive Auctions

Realize Top Prices.

Collections, Accumulations, Investments,
0ld Covers, Estates Represented.

Careful Assortment—Accurate Service.
Advice Gladly Rendered.

May We Be Of Service To You?

UPTOWN STAMP (0. 46 W. 42nd st.

New York City
U. S

S N—"8"1——8"1N
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The Latest
W ashington News

By Paul A. Ruddell

Idaho First Day Cover
Arrangements Announced

THE POST OFFICE Depart-
ment has just announced first day
cover arrangements for the new 3-cent
Idaho commemorative stamp which
will go on sale July 3 at Boise, Idaho.

Collectors desiring first day can-
celations of the new stamp may send
as many as ten addressed covers to the
postmaster at Boise with ecash or
money order remittance to cover the
stamps needed for affixing. A pencil
endorsement in the upper right eorner
of the envelope should show the num-
ber of stamps to be affixed.

The size of the Idaho 50th anniver-
sary commemorative stamp is .84 by
1.44 inches in dimensions, arranged
horizontally. It is printed in purple
by the rotary process and issued in
sheets of 50.

* *

Additional first day figures for the
Composers set of the Famous Amer-
icans series has been announced by the
Post Office Department as follows:

Covers Stamps

3¢ V. Herbert__ 168,200 1,234,128
5¢c E. MacDowell 135,155 210,208
* *

The Cordova Air Service, Inc. has
filed an application with the Civil
Aeronautics Authority for non-
scheduled air transportation of per-
sons, property and mail between Cor-
dova, Alaska, and intermediate points
of Valdez, Chitina, Copper Center,
Gulkana, Gakona, Chestochina, Titl-
ing, Tanana Crossing with terminal
point at “Fortymile District,” either
Chicken, Upper Jack Wade, Lower
Jack Wade, or Walker’s Fork, all in
Alaska.

* *

While en route from England to
Denmark, the Danish steamship Vidar
was sunk February 1, 1940, in the
North Sea, as a result of which much
of the mail conveyed thereby was lost.
The Post Office Department has been
advised, however, that three sacks of
mail from the United States and
destined for delivery in Denmark were
subsequently washed ashore in Great
Britain, dried, and forwarded to
Copenhagen.

* *

Sixteen per cent discount will again
be allowed for money orders drawn
for payment in Canada and Newfound-
land effective June 1.

* *

The Postal Bulletin for May 22

states: “Existing conditions being

June 1, 1940

such that the parcel-post service to
Belgium, Luxemburg (Grand Duchy),
and Netherlands cannot be conducted
as provided by the agreements be-
tween the United States and said
countries, parcel-post service is sus-
pended until further notice.”
* *

Fourth Asst. P. M. G. Smith W.
Purdum has again cautioned post-
masters against illegible postmarks.

Experimental flights from France
to the United States and return are to
be undertaken this summer by Air
France Transatlantique, carrying
French government freight, officials
and mail, the Civil Aeronautics Au-
thority has announced. Special per-
mission to make the flights was
granted on the basis that no com-
mercial service was involved.

It is understood that the balance of
the Departmental supply of the New
York and San Francisco World Fair
stamps consisting of several million
copies of each have been sent to the
postmasters at New York and San
Francisco to advertise the second year
of the fairs.

BRAZIL celebrated the Fourth
Centenary of the Foundation of Per-
nambuco on July 2, 1935, by issuing
two stamps showing a picture of the
primitive settlement.

TELEGRAPHS!

SPECIAL LOW PRICES ON SURPLUS
STOCK!

3¢ & 50c “Hole” both for ($1.60)
14 others ‘““Punched”

I have a few nice used!
Atlantic, 5¢ & 10e¢, both
B. & O., Forbes, set of 4, used _
B. & 0., Kendall 4 mint ______
B. &. 0., Conn. Rlver 4 used __
California, No. 3400
Commercial, yellow & green, 2 for____

Have block of at same rate.

Pacific Postal, 15¢ - 40c, each ________ 1.90
North America, 1904 ($20.00) _______ 8.00
— POSTAL —

1892-93-94, 8 for —_________________._ .70
1897-98-99, 3 for __ — .80
1900 to 1906, 7 for —— . _____ __ 2.76
1907, Yellow or Pink, each _ - 2.00
1908, Blue (10 words) _____ - L1170
1908, Black (10 words) —_____________ 20

Brown or Blue (10 words) each
Violet “One” Telegraph 3

1910, Violet *Omne” Telegraph —

1913, Blue “One” Telegraph _________ 3

“I. C.” 1909 Yellow Green (3612) ———- 9.00

“P. R.” 1908 Brown (8625) __.________ .70

WESTERN UNION—AIl Dates!

Western Union, several dates proof, ea. 2.00

United Fruit, 1910-1918, each ________ 1.00

Tropical Radio, 1914, Blue __________ .50

Tropical Radio, 1926, 5¢ & 25¢, both__ 1.50

Also

South New England Telephone Franks,

sebvef Bfor == oL i 3.00

If you collect Telegraphs write me

Frank Pollard Brown
PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

T P S T s TS T




Postal Paper Of The United States, 1851-60

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK

paper, perforate 15, 15% and im-
perforate, on the flat press by
Toppan, Carpenter and Company of

PRINTED on white unwatermarked

Philadelphia. 200 subject plates, 100
subject sheet.

Imperforate

No. Issued **Issued

le 26,827,700 July 1, 1851
3c 185,371,800 July 1, 1851
5¢ March 14, 1856
10c¢ 747,000 May 19, 1855
12¢ 868,000 Aug. 4, 1851
Perforate*

le 149,049,462 July 1, 1857

3¢ 452,774,456
5e 1,733,120

March 2, 1857
Aug. 28, 1857

10c 11,589,700 Aug. 5, 1857
12¢ 4,137,100 Aug. 24, 1857
24c 702,950 July 5, 1860
30¢ 480,860 Aug. 10, 1860
90¢ 40,120 Aug. 13, 1860

*Number issued from July 1, 1857 to June
30, 1861.

**Barliest known date of use.
of any earlier?

Subject

1c Benjamin Franklin from profile
bust by Jean J. Caffieri, in Pennsyl-
vania Academy of Fine Arts.

3¢ George Washington from profile
bust by Jean Antoine Houdon.

5¢ Thomas Jefferson from portrait
by Gilbert Stuart.

10c, 12¢, 24c George Washington
from “Vaughan” type portrait by Gil-
bert Stuart.

90c George Washington from paint-
ing by John Trumbull, at Yale Uni-
versity.

30c Benjamin Franklin, artist and
location of bust unknown.

Do you know

Historical Data

Jessey Johnson was appointed the
first stamp agent May 18, 1855; the
office existed until February 1, 1869.
Stamps were delivered to the stamp
agent at the place of manufacture by
the contractors and then sent to the
. New York post office for distribution
to the various postmasters on requisi-
tion.

Contract for the perforate issue
was drawn February 6, 1857 with a
guarantee of $55 apiece for the thir-
teen plates and $3000 for the per-
forator should the contract, which ex-
pired July 1, 1857, not be renewed
by the government,

Types

lc (10 varieties).

Type A: Die design, complete
throughout.

Type Al: As of type A; top par-
tially cut away. All copies show break
under U of U. S.

Type A2: As of type A; turned un-
der balls of both scrolls incomplete.

Type A3: As of type Al; right
plume and ball only half complete.

Type B: Top and bottom designs, to
and including outside label lines, cut
away.

Type Bl: As of type B; either top
or bottom cut away but not both.

Type C: Balls of bottom secrolls and
plume ornaments cut away. Top and
bottom lines never broken. Ornaments
at top may be complete or partially
cut away.

Type Cl: As of type C; recut.

Type D: As of type B; side orna-
ments cut away.

Type D1: As of type D; right orna-
ments more complete. No scratches on
the left side.

3c (2 varieties).

Type A: Complete with outer frame
line.

Type B: Frame line cut away at
top and bottom.

5e¢ (2 varieties).

Type A: Complete with projections
on all sides.

Type B: Projections at top and bot-
tom partially cut away.

10c (5 varieties).

Type A: Design nearly complete.
Bottom partially cut away.

Type B: As of type A; top design
incomplete.

Type Bl: As of type B; recut.

Type C: As of type B; lower right
shell complete.

Type D: As of type B; side orna-
ments partially cut away.

Shades

Perforate:
lc bright blue, dark blue, indigo

blue, grey ultramarine, dark ultra-
marine.

3c dull red, rose red, pale rose red,
Indian red, orange red, brick red.

5¢ red brown, dark red brown, pale
red brown, dark brown, rose brown,
carmine brown, brick red, orange
brown, grey brown, bistre.

10c dark green, yellow green, dark
vellow green, blue green, dark blue
green, bright blue green, grey green.

12¢ grey black, greenish black,
smudgy black.

24c bright lilac, dark lilac, grey
lilac, black lilac, dull reddish lilac,
grey, slate.

30c yellow orange, red orange.

90c dark blue.

Imperforate:

lc bright blue, dark blue, indigo
blue, pale dull blue, dark dull blue,
greenish blue, grey ultramarine, dark
ultramarine.

3c dark rose red, pale rose red, In-
dian red, brick red, brown red, pale

orange, lilac rose, dark orange brown,
rose.

5¢ carmine brown, red brown, dark
red brown.

10c dark green, yellow green, blue
green.

12¢ grey black, smudgy black.

Cancelations
(See table on next page.)

Paper Varieties

All values, both perforate and im-
perforate with stitch watermark. 1ec
perforate on laid paper.

Printing Varieties

3c imperforate, double impression.
5c perforate, printed on both sides.

Plate Varieties

1c imperforate and perforate, double
transfer, cracked plate, recut.

3c imperforate, double transfer,
cracked plate, worn plate.

3c perforate, double transfer,
cracked plate, recut, line through
POSTAGE.

10c imperforate and perforate,
double transfer, recut, curl in left “X.”
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The Editor’s Viewpoint

NOTHING seems so intimate to
us as a rainy day; not a driving
rain, mind you, just a steady
downpour, or, a slow drizzle, as
if it had always rained, and was
going to keep on raining forever
and ever. Such a rain makes the
household cozy, a warm fire com-
fortable. Nature has shut out the
world and the family cuddles
closer. At the breakfast table we
love each other a little more. As
we look out the window the world
we see seems passing strange. |t
is pouring now, and as we look
past yon trees we see an unusual
world; the trees are but phan-
toms and the drops on our window
panes blur even the nearest ob-
jects. Mystery lies over the land-
scape. The sky is gray, yet there
is a translucent something that
bespeaks of a sun somewhere be-
hind it all. Even the heavens
seem nearer on a day like this.
The raindrops pattering steadily
on the metal roof of our back
porch are a soothing music that
is met with in no other instru-
ment. Every rainy day has its
own sounds. Then the noises of
things, of human voices, footsteps
on the wet sidewalk, bird-cries at
frequent intervals, the sound of
wheels crunching on the graveled
street on our south, dogs and
poultry, sound muffled, half-
smothered and velveted in the
wrappings of the rain. This is an
ideal moment to get out our
stamp collection and sit by the

bay window, alternately gazing
into the mist and communing
with t h e miniature engravings
that people the pages of our
stamp album. It is thus that
your thoughts will fly to the
climes where your stamps origin-
ated, and with their aid you can
feed the soul’s imagination to the
utmost. Aladdin’s lamp has noth-
ing on a vivid imagination, and
the stamps help you creep out of
your everyday soul and bask in
the sunshine of the French Rivi-
era or gaze at the Pyramids in
Egypt, at will. A rainy day and a
stamp collection are boon com-
panions.

Attending stamp club meetings
is a great deal like attending the
weekly dinners of the Rotary
Club, the Cooperative Club or the
Kiwanis. There you forget the
cares of everyday life and revert
to being yourself. You talk only
about the matters that interest
you, and you are not to be in-
veigled into “small talk,” such as
makes up the conversations of
ordinary social affairs. You satis-
fy your longing to be with other
people, yet not be bored to death. -
Your neighbor opens up his stamp
album and you are lost in ecstasy
over the treasures he presents for
your delectation. When you re-
tire to your home after two or
three hours of stamp club activi-
ties, you do not feel that you have
spent a wasted evening.
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Cancelations
Town Imperforate
I~ 80 =5 10
Blael == 8= XX XX
IS s X X X X
Brown ———— -~ X X
Green ________________ XXl X X
Magenta _____________ SRS X
Oliye =t s X
Orange’ - - - X
Purple =i X
Red ml s o tle e >0 D E D
Ultramarine __________ X X X
Violet ________________ X
Yellow _______________ X
Miscellaneous
1S3 51 110
Canadal - e m e X
Carrier, black _________ X X
Gazrrier, bluel ==~ X
@arrier; red Sstcoto o F X X
Express Enturas Se e X XX X
Free _________________ X X
Honolulu _____________
New York Ship _—______ X
Numerpalt oS X
Packet: Boat s smma s X X
Paid e cen X X D,
Precancel Paid ________ X
Raniroad SRS e X X X X
Southn Letter Unpaid_-_
1S tie 2 S X X
Steamboa i EE R 2.5 %G e
Steamship ——o_- - X X X X
Supplementary A _____
Supplementary B _____
Supplementary C _____
‘Roo Muate w0 Xt
U S Express o~~~ X X X X
Way aocaeaeo it X X
Covers

3c imperforate, vertical and diag-
onal halves used as 1le.

10c¢ bisect is fraudulent as there was
no 5c¢ postage rate.

Color Changelings

3¢ brown or black and 30c brown
are chemical changes. 24¢ greenish
due to sunlight.
Paper

Fine quality, hard and crisp, at
first thick and opaque but later thin
and translucent. Often stained yel-
low by the gum.

Gum

Thick and smooth, white to brownish
yellow.

Sizes

le, 20 x 26 mm.; 3¢, 12¢, 30c, 20 x 25
mm.; be, 19% x 25% mm.; 10e, 19 x
24Y% mm.; 24¢, 19% x 25 mm.; 90c¢,
19 x 24% mm.

Imprint, Three Types

A: Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear &
Co. Bank Note Engravers, Phil.,, New
York, Boston & Cincinnati. Occurs on

—
0o

PP A

>

b

12

Perforate

1 3 5 10 12
X X X X X
X X X X X
X X X
X SEXSUERE UK X
X X X X
X X
X X X X X
X X X X
X
1= 3% =5 10" 12
X X
X X
X X
X X X X
X X
X EXX
X X X
X X X X X
X X X X X
X X X
X X X X
X X X
X X X X
X X
XX
X
X
X X
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the side of the sheet at the middle,
the top of the letters to the stamps.

Al: As of type A; some time be-
tween January 1 and July 6, 1855, the
name Casilear was dropped. '

A2: Toppan, Carpenter & Co. Phil-
adelphia. Consisting of white letters
boxed in a colored background.

Plate Numbers, Three Types

Imperforate:

le Imprint A, 1-7; A1, 9-12.
3¢ Imprint A, 1-9; A1, 10-28.
5¢ Imprint A, 1; A1, 1-2.

10c¢ Imprint A, 1.

12¢ Imprint A, 1-2; A1, 2-3.

Perforate:

lec Imprint A2, 8-12.

3¢ Imprint A2, 10-28.
5¢ Imprint A1, 1-2.

10c Imprint A, 1; Al, 2.
12¢ Imprint A2, 3.

24c¢ Imprint A1, 1.

30¢, 90¢ Imprint A2, 1.

Cost
Imperforate, 15¢ 1,000; perforate,
18¢ 1,000.

Postage Rates

Some time after March 3, 1851, the
streets of New York, Boston, New
Orleans and Philadelphia were estab-
lished as post routes and carriages
were appointed to service them. On
this day the rates were changed as
follows: Single letter, % ounce in U.
S. not exceeding 3,000 miles, 3¢ pre-
paid, over 3,000 miles 6¢c. By sea or
to a foreign country to 2,500 miles 10c,

(Page 365, please)

Mount Your Collection the Modern Way ==

SCOTT'S Looseleaf Pages

HERE ARE TWO MORE POPULAR GROUPS

Similar sections for 150 other countries now ready.
Get the complete list from your dealer or from

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

ONE WEST 47th ST.,

AN

NEW YORK, N. Y.




RANDOM NOTES

BSERVING collectors will have something to
think about if they read the Y. Souren ad in
the May 18 GoOSSIP.

Here are quotations on good, fine, very fine, and
superb items, at commensurate prices. The difference
between good and superb, where price is concerned,
varies as 4 or 5 to one.

A tabulation of this kind should demonstrate in no
uncertain manner that you can’t expect to get superb
specimens at the price of mere average copies; nor at
any such a quotation as fifty off catalog.

But people will do it, in the face of all the evidence:
auction lots selling for two or three times cat., and
dealers’ demands of four or five times the ordinary
price, when really superb copies are concerned.

Of course, there is no law against trying to accom-
plish such buying—but it’s a waste of time and money
spent for postage.

A writer in the current Splatterday Evening Pest
says “Nothing is free.” We're inclined to think he’s
right, especially where superb stamps are concerned.

* * *

Questions keep bobbing up all the time regarding
all sorts of stamps and things, and since the insect
plague of a couple weeks ago several people have asked
about reptiles on stamps.

The FIVE existing groups of reptiles are repre-
sented on stamps, but none of the extinet groups. In
view of Mr. Farley’s present enthusiasm for new issues
depicting famous Americans, a series showing extinct
reptiles would not be out of place, and it would create
a lot of enthusiasm.

This would bridge the gap between one of the ex-
isting groups of reptiles and the other four, an evolu-
tionary and biological hiatus which is practically im-
measurable.

This first reptile, whose ancestry goes back into
the remotest conceivable past, is the tuatara, ruatara
or tuatete of the Maori, and the Sphenodon or Hatteria
of scientists, the sole surviving member of the Rhyncho-
cephalia (“beak head”), a generalized reptilian group
which may be considered ancestral in some or many
ways to all the rest of the reptiles at present existing.

Ditmars, in his “Reptiles of the World,” has little
to say of the tuatara, which is unfortunate, as this book
is the only reference easily available to the ordinary
student.

The tuatara is characterized as “a living fossil,”
and a member of a group “rock-bound for ages.”

This is a picturesque but truthful way of intimating
that the creature has little connection with the rest of
the reptilian life of the world, even though it does look
like some of them.

s p/dyed éy .S’ia(ney Lird

Superficially the creature is like a lizard (see New
Zealand, Type A67, Nos. 194 and 212). Those who are
acquainted with iguanas will note the resemblance to
those repitles.

All of this is external. Only skin deep. As soon as
we begin taking a tuatara apart we find that its struc-
ture, which is what actually counts, is totally different
from that of any other living reptile, and is comparable
only to that of the earliest fossils which represent the
group.

Boulenger, the great herpetologist of the British
Museum, considers that the common ancestors of tur-
tles, tortoises, lizards, and the extinct Plesiosaurians,
would be members of this group.

This means that we do not know these missing links
yet, but when they are eventually discovered, they will
only demonstrate the extreme antiquity of the Rhyn-
chocephalians, and the immense gap between the tua-
tara and all other living reptiles—turtles, crocidilians,
lizards, and snakes.

Thus we come to realize the tremendous importance
of the creature to the biologist who delves into compara-
tive anatomy. The tuatara possesses all the tissues and
systems in their simplest possible form, thus constitut-
ing the trunk of the tree, so to speak; while the corre-
sponding skeletons, brains, ete., of the remaining rep-
tiles are the branches.

Tuataras are said to grow to a length of two feet,
but my own specimens were net more than half as
long. They were carnivorous, rather sluggish, but
enthusiastic biters, and when they took hold of any-
thing they hung on in exactly the same way that a
Gila Monster does.

The Maori word tuatara means “having spines,”
but these are not very conspicuous, certainly not to the
extent that they are on some of our “horned toads,”
as lizards of the genus Phrynosoma are called.

Tuataras are said to lay hard-shelled eggs about
an inch long, which hatch in about a year. This long
period of incubation may be one of the reasons why the
animals have become so rare, in addition to the usual
explanation that they have been decimated by pigs.

At the present time the tuatara is confined to some
of the smaller islands in the Bay of Plenty, where
they are strictly protected.

Forty-five years ago they were plentiful every-
where, but in another forty-five years they probably
will be found only in pickle in natural history mu-
seums; and their memory will persist only because
they have been pictured on stamps!

* & &

Tortoises have been pictured on the envelope stamps
of BSeychelles, where the big Testudo elephantina is

Written especially for WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP
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CACHET NOTICES

H. J. Lindhardt, RCD 143, Box 73,
Hyde Park Station, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, will sponsor a pictorial cachet
to be mailed from the destroyers of
the United States Fleet. Most of the
destroyers will be covered, so collectors
may send as many covers as they wish.
1c per cover forwarding. Postage dues
absolutely refused. Deadline date is
July 1st. Send 63 size covers only,
unsealed and unstuffed, please.

J. O. Jernigan, RCD 157, 1014 East-
land Ave., Nashville, Tenn., is spon-
soring a cachet for mailing aboard
naval vessels of the U. S. Neutrality
Patrol in Southern Gulf waters. Send
covers in sets of five, with lc per cover
forwarding, before the deadline date,
July 1st.

Charles W. Inglee, RCD 250, 1620s
Fuller St., N. W., Washington, D. C.,
is accepting covers for a special ca-
chet honoring the “Forgotten Famous
American,” Jacob Perkins, inventor of
the engraving process which made the
“Penny Black” and later adhesive
postage stamps possible. The covers
will be mailed on July 9th, the anni-
versary of his birth at Newburyport,
Mass. lc per cover forwarding. Dead-
line date is July 1st.

Don Graf, RCD 194, 391 Falconer
St., North Tonawanda, N. Y., will
sponsor the following printed cachets:
July 24, Anniversary of the capture
of Fort Niagara (covers from the Fort
and four naval ships); August 6, An-
niversary of Battle of Oriskany (cov-
ers from Oriskany and four naval
ships); August 9, Anniversary of
bombardment of Stonington (covers
firom Stonington and four naval
ships). Send five covers for each
event plus le per cover forwarding.
Deadline date for all three events is
July 1st. Please send covers un-
sealed and unstuffed—6% size.

Paul J. Gross, RCD 217, 1510 Leish-
man Ave., Arnold, Penna., will obtain
cancels from the following naval
ships: USS Morris, Tippecanoe,
Platte, Dobbin, Aulick, Blakeley, Pa-
toka, MacKenzie, O’Brien and Yukon.
Send ten covers, together with lc per
cover forwarding, before the deadline

i date, which is July 15th.

"ASIATIC FLEET CHANGE

Here’s a last minute news flash that
will be of interest to a good many
readers. The heavy cruiser USS
Houston has been ordered to relieve
the USS Awugusta, also a heavy
cruiser, as flagship of the U. S. Asiatic
Fleet, effective at once. The Houston
has already departed from Hawaii for
the Philippines while the Augusta is
scheduled to return to the United
States for a complete overhauling
soon. Both the Houston and Augusta
may be contacted via their respective
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Navy Mail Clerks, care of Postmaster,
San Francisco, California. Some in-
teresting location cancelations should
result from both ships while on their
voyages.

° °

U. S. Revenue Varieties
From the C. W. Bedford Records
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A DANDY double transfer
on a 2¢ U. S. I. R. entered in a cocked
position north by south. As proof,
your attention is drawn to the close-
ness of the shifted lines at top and
bottom left. Then examine the space
between the normal lines and the shift-
ed lines at bottom right. This is en-
tirely possible. Take a rubber stamp
and experiment. We refuse to become
panicky and make misleading state-
ments. As C. W. previously wrote,
“We want facts, not speculation.”

Just as Beethoven was years ahead
of his time in his musical composi-
tions, Mr. Bedford was years ahead
in advanced knowledge of plate vari-
eties,

Sincerely,

GEO.@LACK
® e

Postal Paper of the U. S.
(Continued from page 349)

over 2,500 miles 25¢. Drop letters lec.
Merchandise, 1¢ an ounce to 500 miles,
lc additional for each. 1,000 miles.
Publishers’ rate, le for 3 ounces any
place in U. S., le additional for each
ounce.

On March 30, 1855, the rates were
again changed as follows: Single let-
ter, in U. S. to 3,000 miles 3e¢, over
3,000 miles 10c. Registration, 5¢ a
package.

Before the act approved January 2,
1857, prepayment of postage was not
necessary. This act made prepayment

365

compulsory. 12¢, 24¢, 30c and 90c
stamps were multiples of this rate.
Reprints

Printed on white hard paper, un-
gummed, perforate 12, on the flat
press by the Continental Bank Note
Company. 200 subject original plates,
100 subject new plates, 100 subject
sheets. (To distinguish note differ-
ence in perforation 12 on reprints as
against perforation 15, 15% on or-
iginals.)

*1e bright blue, 3,846 copies issued.
*3c scarlet, 479. 5c orange brown, 878.
*10c blue green, 516. *12¢ grey black,
489. 24c dull violet, 479. 30c yellow
orange, 480. 90c indigo, 454.

Proofs

All values imperforate on large die.
All values perforate plate proofs on
India.

Color proofs of 1881 all values on
thin card printed in black, blue, brown,
green and scarlet.

Printed on bank note paper: 3c plate
in red; b5c¢c vermilion, orange, olive
green, bronze green, bistre, red brown,
brown; 10c die in green; 12¢ plate in
black and lilac; 24c¢ black, red, red
brown, lilac, blue, vermilion, yellow,
dark yellow; 30c black; 90c¢ black, red
brown, brown, green, blue, bistre,
orange, purple, red violet, black violet.
Bibliography

The Postage Stamps of the United
States, John N. Luff (1902).

The United States 1¢ Stamp of 1851-
7, Volumes 1-2, Stanley B. Ashbrook
(1938).

The United States 10c Stamp of
1855-7, Stanley B. Ashbrook (1936).

United States 12¢ 1851-7, Col. J. K.
Tracy, Stanley B. Ashbrook (1926).

The 3¢ Stamp of the United States
—1851-7 Issue, Carroll Chase (1929).

Notes

This issue has been very well cov-
ered by extensive studies by many
specialists. I have not gone into de-
tail as the works noted above cover
the field more thoroughly than I am
capable of doing.

I would like to call your attention
to some things that may be of
help. We need additional data on the
30c, artist and location of the bust;
earlier use of practically all values
both perforate and imperforate; color
proofs are by no means complete and
further listings of these are desirable.
If you have any additional informa-
tion concerning this, or the previously
reported 1847 issue, by all means let
me hear from you.

I am not a specialist in the sense of
a student but I do want all available
information recorded for collector use.

*100 subject plates made from original transfer
rolls. These values have wider spacing between
stamps than the original,
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WOMEN IN PHILATELY

EVEN THOUGH we are “on
the wing,” free to light anywhere we
like, and to go where we please and
when we please, we will not forget our
good friends, who have been so kind
and loyal to us in our campaign for
Good-Will and Friendship. Many for-
get that this is a Fraternal Order, not
a bureau for the dissemination of gos-
sip or ill-will. I do treasure my cor-
respondents, but, all will please for-
give our impossibility of writing per-
sonally to each one. But, we do not
forget!

Mrs. Jas. A. Chandler, No. 1030,
writes from her home way up in
Maine, near the Canadian border, “I
note the annual roll-call, and I am
still in the Land of the Living. I am
writing to tell you how much we en-
joy your articles. May your good
work go on. Louise M. Chandler.”

Miss Edna Gordon, our latest Aux-
iliary member, No. 2079, writes, “As
a schoolgirl I collected stamps in the
Gay Nineties, when Hiram E. Deats
was the most prominent in Philately,
when the three Mekeel brothers pub-
lished at St. Louis, and when stamps
cost a penny or two, and we were satis-
fied with one of a kind, instead of
blocks, panes, and goodness knows
what of the present day.” Well, I
have written this real philatelist that
we must meet in New York at the
“Pioneer Philatelic Day.”

Mrs. Theia Thompson, our dear
Iowa member, has kept up close to
us, in several letters. In one she
states, “I would like to attend one of
the big meetings, possibly some day
if the good Lord is willing. It would
be marvelous to me. Some people
seem to think we collectors are slightly
off our balance, but, I have a lot of
fun, and it does help to drive the blues
away. You will be glad to know
our members here, especially Mrs.
Kelso and Mrs. Scoville, are well. I
went to see Mrs. Kelso as she is not
able to get our very much, but enjoys
a sisterly visit from our Fraternal
Order. With best wishes for you
both.” A real kindly soul, I hope to
meet soon.

Mrs. Lena Wohn, our New Jersey
member, we may see in Newark soon,
writes, “Here is another first day
cover to add to your cover collection,
for your very kind sending of a cover
from the National Orange Show of
America. Hope to see you in New
York or in New Jersey.”

Mrs. Geo. W. Nutz, one of our char-
ter members, sends us lovely letters

By Lucy Charlotte Hooper

and we do enjoy her comforting words
of cheer and encouragement for our
gratis work. We cannot forget her
loyalty. Hope to see her in New York
or New Jersey.

We are so glad to hear that our
member, Mrs. Anna E. van de Sandt,
is recovering from her recent illness.
She is such an enthusiastic soul.

Lady Gertrude Strickland writes,
“The touch of your warm, friendly
hand in mine was to feel the thrill
of happiness in my soul. I have been
greatly touched by the sincerity and
untiring activity amongst the fine
people you meet and greet. May you
and yours have a most joyful trip.”

Clara G. Coulehan, president of the
Boulder Stamp Club, writes she and
her fine club are planning to see us,
and may we add “It is going to be a
great pleasure upon our part.”

Writing on the streamliner is harder
than on the airliner, but, I prefer the
former. Belated letters forwarded to
me are coming in slowly and only at
stop-overs do we receive them.

Both my husband and self enjoy the
long rest on the train, and I notice the
Colonel does not complain. We have
sorted out the invitations to various
clubs and societies, some fraternal,
but, mostly philatelic.

I rather like the long string of meet-
ings visiting the principal elubs and
societies, before and after our three-
day conclave. One thing it is going to
do, and that is, find out the friendly,
good-natured people, we have often
heard of, but never seen. What a
panorama of souls we will have in our
note-books, to add to our long lives
in Philately.

We take out our note-book and find
items and little talks of nice people
we know and fine people who make us
feel gladsome and light in spirit.

A Dbeautiful letter from our Aux-
iliary Convenor, Edith Adams-Brown,
of New York, and her four-page sum-
mary of what is right, and how we
can guide ourselves in the “big city.”
It is a great help to know realities
from one who certainly knows. We
are looking forward to our first re-
ception, to be held at the beautiful
Hotel George Washington, of Lexing-
ton Square, over one thousand rooms,
all with bath, with the great Solarium
and the Palm Court.

The entire membership of our Fra-
ternal Order seems to think our inno-
vation of visiting a score of clubs and
stamp societies is far and away ahead
of cut-and -dried business sessions,
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long-winded reading of philatelic pa-
pers (rehashed from articles known to
the old-timers), and jealous warring
over sub-section No. 197 on Chapter
CVI of the by-laws and constitution,
ete., ete.

Other letters received from Mrs.
Eleanor Soesman, thanking our son
and daughter for their great aid to us,
and her solicitation about our health.
She says, “I have not attended a club
for nearly two years, as I was disap-
pointed on my last visit, and it hurt
me!”’

Another message from Mrs. Doro-
thy B. McEntee, with lots of news of
“Maryland, My Dear Maryland,” and
Washington, D. C., where we are en-
route to visit. Also, Miss Edna R.
Gordon’s lovely letter of her outstand-
ing women’s club.

From our Tacoma Philatelic Society,
news that our good friend, Mrs. Naomi
Yoshida, has been elected vice-presi-
dent. That club is dear to my heart,
every member, male and female, in our
ranks of the Phalanx.

Miss Margherita Petruccia has been
elected President of the New Haven
Women’s Philatelic Society. Assisting
her will be Miss M. M. Taft, as vice-
president; Miss O. E. Williams as sec-
retary; and Mrs. H. H. Holt as treas-
urer.

We were glad to hear of the election
of Mrs, J. A. Klix as 1940 secretary-
treasurer of the Galveston (Texas)
Philatelic Society. Their veteran pres-
ident is the highly distinguished Dean
Dorchester, one of our leading Pha-
lanx honorary life members.

Edna R. Peebles, former president
of the Chicago Women’s Stamp Club,
congratulates us on our work on
woman’s part in Philately, and Miss
Helen Cunningham, the 1940 presi-
dent, has kindly invited us to visit
the club.

THE FIRST STAMPS issued
by the Finnish Republic in 1917, were
designed by Prof. E. Saarinen, plates
made by Lilius and Hertzberg, and
the stamps printed at Helsingfors.

IN 1894 Labuan changed
her engraved stamps showing head of
Queen Victoria to lithographed ones,
the lithograph stones having been
prepared by transferring from the en-
graved plates. Forgeries of all seven
denominations exist, in which the
colors are hot closely matched, being
generally duller in appearance. The
perforation on both the genuine and
forged stamps are 14, but the forged
ones are less regularly spaced.



Postal Paper Of The United States,
National Bank Note lssue, 1861-66

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK

paper, perforated 12, with and
without grill, on the flat press by
the National Bank Note Company of

PRINTED on white unwatermarked

Trial Color Proofs: On India
And Bond Papers

le, green, black.

New York. 200-subject plates, 100- 2¢, blue, green, grey, greenish grey,
subject sheets. lilae, light vermilion, orange.

Without Grill Grills **No.

#*No. Issued Issued A C D EF H Issued
le blue ————_____________ 133,542,970 Aug. 21, 1861 X X X 14,354,900
2¢ black _ _ 208,751,350 July 6, 1863 X X X X 176,559,100
3¢ rose __ 1,619,668,700 Aug. 18, 1861 X X X X X X X 321,904,200
5¢ brown 7,530,100 Aug. 19, 1861 X X 682,180
10c green ___ 24,959,310 Aug. 20, 1861 . L 5,289,380
12chblack o= B Lo 6,076,775 Sept., 1861 e 2 B 3,585,600
I6e blaeky =t "= = 1,215,100 Apr. 15, 1866 X X 2,536,360
24c violet ________________ 9,285,300 Oct. 8, 1861 X 234,175
80c orange "1 A0 S 0 3,057,470 Aug. 20, 1861 X X 282,740
90c blue =~ 277,510 Sept., 1861 X 30,820

*Issued to postmasters from Aug. 16, 1861 to June 30, 1867.

Grill Sizes: Points Up
A—Covers entire stamp.

B—18 x 15 mm. (22 x 18 points).
C—183x 16 mm. (16-17 x18-21).

Points Down

D—12x 14 mm. (15x 17-18).

E—11x14 mm. (13-14 x 17-18).

Slightly larger overprint; overprint
in black.

Without grill: all values except 12¢c,
15¢, 30c.

H grill: 2e¢, be, 15¢, 30e; K grill:
lc; B grill: 12¢.
Control Numbers

Overprinted in large numbers; only
one number to a denomination.

lc number 9012; 2¢, 8901; 3e, 7890;
be, 6789; 10c, 5678; 12¢, 4567; 15c,
235; 24c, 3456; 30c, 2345; 90c, 1234.

Notes

Can you supply earlier dates of use
than those given here? Proofs of this
issue are not yet completely listed;
there are undoubtedly many more
colors used for trial.

Recognition of only one variety of
this issue and giving the “August” is-
sue the classification of proofs is log-
ical since there is no actual proof that
the “August” stamps were accepted
by the post office as stamps or issued
to postmasters.

Proofs

All values on large and small die;
India and card plate.

Die on large India 2% x 3 inches
mounted on large octavo card 6x9
inches with National Bank Note Com-
pany imprint below.

##*Delivered to the stamp agent.

3c, blue, bronze, green, 4 shades
brown, red, rose, vermilion.

5¢, black, blue, bronze green, red,
yellow.

10¢, black, blue.

12¢, scarlet.

15¢, blue.

24c, black.

30c, black, blue, brown, green,
orange. '

90¢, black, green, red, lilac, ultra-
marine.

On Card

2¢, light vermilion, green, brown,
yellow.

24¢, black.

90c, green.

Color Proofs: 1881

All values on thin card in black,
blue, brown, green, scarlet.

Specimen

10,100 sets, January 23, 1867; Feb-
ruary 28, 1867.

All values no grill, overprint in
black except 2¢ and 15¢ in vermilion,
12¢ in orange.

*New 100 subject plates, plate num-
bers of which are 56 to 60.

To distinguish note yellowish white
gum, badly cracked; extremely white
paper and exceptional job of printing

which gives them the appearance of
proofs; also the slight difference in
some colors.

Patents

Granted Dr. S. W. Francis a patent
whereby the paper was soaked in an
alkaline bath and canceled by a small
sponge saturated with acid which
turned the stamp brown. 10,000
stamps were prepared.

Trial Proofs (premiere-gravures)

a b (o d

IO X X
SIS X X 2.4 X
5 o B S X X X
T Ear e An X D6 5
Wik e X X X X
2de oo = X X X
S0 e~ X X X X
90¢ o __ X X X

(a) large die; (b) small die; (e¢)
India plate; (d) regular paper plate.

Issued by the National Bank Note
Company apparently as specimens of
their work in bidding for the contract
beginning July 1, 1861. Usually
called the “August” issue.

10¢c known used with black, red,
blue, blue town, Express, Paid, Steam-
ship and Supplementary A cancels.

24¢ known used with black, blue,
red, ultramarine and Paid cancels.

Plate Numbers: At Bottom of Sheet

le 9, *10, *22, 25, *27.
2¢ *28, *29, *30, 31, *50, *51, *53.

3e *11, 12-8, *14, 19-21, 23-4, *32,
33, *34, 35, *36, 37, 42-9, *52, b4, *55.

oe %17; 10e *15, *265 12c *16; 15¢
*41; 24e¢ *6; 30c *T; 90c *18.

Postage Rates

On March 3, 1861, a rate of 10c,
prepaid, was established to or from
the Pacific Coast. Effective July 1,
1863, a rate of 3¢ for each half-ounce

*Plates used for grilled issues.
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for Man, and not Man for them.
The bearin’s of which, as Dickens
might say, is in its application.
Use ‘em. Thumb ‘em. Underline
interesting passages. Go to bed
with ‘em. Carry ‘em with you on
your next Sunday trip to the lake
or ocean. Pack ‘em in your grip
whenever you travel by train or
bus. And don’t own books nor
read magazines that cannot be
carried down through the valley
of everyday as the soul’s lunch-
basket. Institutions were made
for Man and not Man for the In-
stitution. Let us take the univer-
sity, for instance. No, Dr. Ral-
ston, whilst we appreciate your
earnest urge to make a name for
yourself as President of Loyalty
College, yet we would remind you
that we are sending our son to
your university for the good he
can get out of it, and not for the
benefit he can do you and your
institution. We have not sent
him to you to find out how far he
falls short of your standards, nor
what glory he can add to his Alma
Mater; we have placed him with
you for you to find out what’s in
him, and to develop that to the
utmost. We don’t care a tinker’s
hang about the grand old tradi-
tions of your place of learning,
except as they help you to make
our boy into a Man who can be
successful in his walk of life.
Then, there is the Church. It,
too, was made for Man, and not

Sir Parson, your meeting-house
is just interested in keeping it-
self up, why it should be closed
up permanently as it has failed.
It matters not how much money
you raise, nor how rich are your
vestments, nor, even, how ad-
vanced your theology, nor how
numerous your membership, nor
how expensive your stained glass.
If you are not helping friend Man
to become more sober, indus-
trious, clean and honest, then you
are not producing, and you should
quit. Hobbies, too, were made
for Man, and not Man for Hob-
bies. They should be carefully
selected for what they are intend-
ed to do for you. If your day of
work is a hectic round of activity,
then your hobby should be some-
thing that can be practiced in a
quiet place and be something
that is soothing to jangled nerves.
There are many hobbies, includ-
ing the grand old hobby of stamp
collecting, that will stand up un-
der those requirements. |f your
day’s work is something that re-
quires sitting all day in a close
atmosphere, then your off hours
should be partially devoted to
some hobby that leads you out
into the exhilarating influence of
fresh air.

—AL BURNS
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regardless of distance within the
United States.

1875 Reprints

Printed on very white hard paper,
perforate 12, on the flat press by the
Continental Bank Note Company.
*100, 200-subject plates, 100-subject

sheets.
Den. Color No. Issued
*1e¢ ultramarine _____ 3,195
*2¢ deep black _______ 979
3¢ brown red _______ 465
*5¢ pale brown ______ 672
*10c blue green _______ 451
*12¢ deep black _______ 389
15¢ deep black _______ 397
24¢ brown violet _____ 346
30¢ brown orange ____ 346
90c dark blue _______ 317

Printing Varieties

Without grill: 1e, 2¢, 3¢, 30c¢ printed
on both sides. 3¢ with double impres-
sion.

Grilled: 3¢ A grill printed on both
sides.
Perforation Varieties

Without grill: 3¢ imperforate; 1le,
2¢, 3¢, 30c imperforate horizontally.

H grill: 3¢ imperforate; 3c imper-
forate horizontally.
Grill Varieties

Double grill: 3¢ A ; all H except 90¢;
all F except 10c; 2¢ E.

Triple Grill: 2¢, 3¢ F'; 3c H.

Split Grill: All F except 10c; all
H except 15c.

Covers

Without grill and grill H, 2¢ ver-
tical, diagonal and horizontal halves

used as le. Grill F 2¢ diagonal half
used as le.
Paper
Thick to thin.
Gum

Brown to yellowish white.

Sizes

le, 19% x 25 mm.; 2¢, 20% x 24%
mm.; 3¢, 20 x 25 mm.; 5S¢, 20% x 25%
mm.; 10¢, 20% x 24 mm.; 12¢, 19%
x24% mm.; 15e¢, 19% x 24% mm.;
24e, 19% x24 mm.; 30c, 20x24%
mm.; 90¢, 19% x 2414 mm.

I'mprint

Type B: National Bank Note Co.,
New York at top and sides; Type Bl:
National Bank Note Company at bot-
tom.
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lc bright blue, pale blue, dull blue,
pale dull blue, slate blue, Prussian
blue, ultramarine, chalky blue.

2¢ grey black, greenish black.

3c pale rose, rose red, dull red,
orange red, pink, scarlet, lake.

5¢ red brown, orange brown, yellow
brown, black brown, grey brown, olive
yellow.

10c yellow green, pale yellow green,
blue green.

12¢, 15¢, grey black.

24c¢ black violet, grey, grey lilae,
lilac, red lilac, steel blue.

30c deep orange.

90c pale blue, dark blue, bright blue,
indigo.

Shades: Grilled

le pale blue, light blue, dull blue.

2¢, 12¢, 15¢, grey black.

3e pale rose, red, rose red, lake red.

5¢ dark brown, black brown.

10c dark green, yellow green, blue
green.

24c¢ grey.

30c deep orange.

90c dark blue.

Paper Varieties

Thin white wove paper, all varieties
without grill except 2e¢, 15¢; all H
grill except 24¢, 30¢, 90c; 3¢ and 10e¢
on F grill. (Page 387, please.)
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| Wanna Know

WHILE attending a recent
meeting of a stamp club, one of the
members made this very positive
statement during the discussion of the
sidelines of philately: “If I have to
collect meters I’ll stop collecting.”

However, I WANNA KNOW, what
is a stamp? What is the main item in
philately? How does the meter dif-
fer (from this item) ? A stamp is pop-
ularly supposed to represent a bit of
paper with “stickum” with which to
adhere it to mail matter that it may
be carried to its proper destination.
In realiy embossed paper as well as
adhesives are stamps and the ordi-
nary permits then must be included
for they represent the receipt for post-
age prepaid. Also since postage dues
are included in most catalogues why
not the cards or envelopes with order
for collection of postage from ad-
dressee. Nevertheless we get back to
the adhesive as the basis of the ma-
jority of most collections.

This hypothesis being true then just
how much does the present day meter
differ from the standard? It now is
printed at moment of use, correct
amount of postage indicated, color,
however, remaining the same for all
amounts and some are perforated all
around. We go the European folks
one better. Instead of advertising on
the reverse, a firm trade mark or busi-
ness slogan is placed to the left of the
meter indicia.

If they are not stamps— well, I
wanna know.—The Stroller.

The Next
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ONE WEST 47th ST.,

110 SECTIONS of Scott’s

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

A

LOOSELEAF PAGES
for

Individual Countries
are NOW READY!

Announcing 110 new Looseleaf see-
tions . . . 110 plus 150 already issued
means there are now 200 sections for
individual countries available . . . with
more to come!

Look into this smart, up-to-the-minute
way of collecting. Ideal for the spec-
ialist.

See your dealer, or write us for a list
of the previous 150 sections, as well as
a complete illustrated price list of other
items in the famous Scott Line.

NEW YORK, N. Y.




RANDOM NOTES

HANKS to K. W. Harmer, we have a first-day cover

with the commemorative set of the centenary of
the postage stamp.

The stamps are just the size of the Bahamas Peace
set of 1920, and are six in number: %d deep green, 1d
red, 1%d red-brown, 2d orange, 21%d deep ultramarine,
3d violet.

The design is severely plain: no fancy engine-turned
background or frame. No embroidery. No ginger-
bread. A simple, solid-color background with profiles of
Victoria and George VI, crown at the middle top, with
VICTORIA at left and GEORGE at right. 1840—
value—1940 at bottom, and POSTAGE - REVENUE
at sides.

The postmark is LONDON, 9:45 A. M., 7 MY., 40.
A hundred years from now, when GossIP is 125 years
old, somebody may want to know the exact hour, day,
and place!

* * *

Then there’s our office girl, who thinks that the
Vergil Bi-Millenary set commemorates the time when
Publius Vergilius Maro went out to purchase a Roman
helmet just before Easter.

* * *

There isn’t any doubt about the British Military
Occupation of Iceland. A postal card just received
from Reykjavik is not only decorated with some very
handsome stamps, but also bears one of those unmis-
takable censor marks, a large octagon with a British
crown and PASSED 08 in it.

* * #

Just how long it will be ere we have a lot of occupa-
tion stamps of German origin, for Denmark, Norway,
Netherlands, and Belgium is problematical. Probably
not long. Meanwhile the similar stamps, issued in
1914-18, and the later plebiscite issues, Memelgebiet,
for instance, are in considerable demand. Few dealers
have any supply of these things, and when offered in
auctions recently they have sold well.

Many of them are very scarce, like Belgium N8-9-
22-23, many Lithuania and Poland items, and prac-
tically all of the Memels, Nos. 1 to 17.

All of these things were plentiful and cheap in 1921,
but there was little demand for them. Now they are
neither abundant nor reasonable in price, and senti-
ment doesn’t seem to have anything to do with con-
ditions.

* * *

The record for holding auction sales will probably
be attained by Harmer, Rooke & Co., of New York and
London, who will hold no less than fifteen auctions
during the thirty days of June.

The sales are scheduled, anyway: this is May 22,
and there may be a lot of German bidders at the London

yay p/ayed éy .S'ic{ney Lird

sales unless the Allies stiffen up resistance a bit! If

they don’t, we’ll very likely have similar guests trying

to crash the New York auctions in two or three months!
* * *

I am invited to explain, “What’s this thing?”

The item is a block of four from a Belgian booklet
pane, it seems, with two Belgian 35¢ green, No. 271,
and two attached advertisements from the Netherlands.

The ads are for cheese. One label has a circular
central design, the other a hexagonal figure, probably
reproducing cheese labels. Both are inscribed in French,
“Fromage de Hollande, Marque de I’Etat” — Dutch
Cheese, State Trade Mark; and in Dutch, “Neder-
landsche Kaascontrole, Onder Rukstoezicht,”—=Nether-
lands Cheese Control, Under Government Supervision.
One label is for Volvet 45%, the other for merely 40%.

Such blocks are interesting things for those who
go in for oddities, especially when used.

It is a common procedure for European governments
to rent space for advertising purpses in stamp booklets,
utilizing either margins surrounding the sheets, or else
blanks the same size as the stamps, as in this case.

* * #*

Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 of The Asia Stamp Journal have
just arrived. It seems marvelous that a magazine of
this size and importance can be produced under the
unfavorable conditions existing in Shanghai, and Mr.
A. F. Kerneck, the publisher, is worthy of all com-
mendation and support in this enterprise. No one
interested in the stamps of China, Manchukuo, Corea,
ete., can afford to miss this journal, which costs 10c
U. S. a number.

The January issue contains an interesting article
about Tannou Touva, which seems to indicate that all
the various pictorial triangles, diamonds, etec., have
been postally used to some extent. These are the out-
casts in the Tentative Listings.

* & *

Today Robson Lowe is selling the Bertram McGowan
collection of Penny Blacks, 2146 lots of them, including
all positions in all plates, in their various stages!

The 72-page catalog is really a short monograph of
the Penny Black, with an Introduction which goes into
such subjects as production of the plates, check letters,
varieties, cancelations, condition, and values of stamps
from all plates as affected by these conditions.

The lowest price quoted for perfection copies, even
of the commonest plates, is £1. This will doubtless
make a vast number of collectors opine that the catalog
quotation of $2 for this stamp is a bargain, especially
if you can get fifty per cent discount! Well, fifty off
AND a perfection copy. I doubt that part of it, myself.

(Next page, please.)
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Straits Settlements, Johore (152).
An 8 cents, blue and black, with por-
trait of the Sultan flanked by a bor-
der with native inseription, has been
received.—N. Y. Sun.

Straits Settlements, Kelantan
(271). New $2 and $5 values have
been issued for this State in the
Straits Settlements—N. Y. Sun.

Sudan (360). The 10m, black and
red, Scott’s type A2, has been sur-
charged “5 mills.” in black, in both
Roman and Arabic letters.— N. Y.
Sun.

Postal Paper of the
United States
(Continued from page 377)
Stitch watermark, all varieties with-
out grill. 1le, 2¢, 3¢, 5¢, 15¢ on H
grill; 2¢, 3¢ F. grill.
Laid paper, 1le, 2¢, 3¢ without grill.
F—11 x18 mm. (14x15-17).
H—9 x 13 mm. (11-2 x 15-17).

Subject

2¢ Andrew Jackson, portrait by
Dodge.

15¢ Abraham Lincoln, photograph.

All other values as of the 1851-7
issue.

Historical Data, New Stamps, Grills

To prevent the use of United States
stamps by the Confederate States, in-
dividuals and postmasters were or-
dered to redeem their supplies of the
1851-7 issue with the new 1861 issue.
A new contract for the engraving and
printing was made that saved the
government about thirty per cent. De-
signs of the 1857 issue were used with
the addition of the 2c¢ and 1bc, re-
worked and printed in different colors.

Grills

The grill is produced by a roller.
A cylinder of soft steel on which a
knurl has been applied then hardened.
To produce various sies of grill, ver-
tical and horizontal bands were planed
off leaving the desired size. The
stamps were then run between this
roller and a platen of sheet lead which
produces a breakage of the paper. The
stamps were then placed under a pres-
sure of five hundred tons which tended
to restore the paper to its natural
flatness.

The intention of the grill was to
break the paper so that the canceling
ink would penetrate the fibres of the
paper instead of spreading over the
surface whence it could be removed by
chemicals and re-used.

Shades: No grill.
° °

When answering ads say, “I saw it in
W. P. G. Thanks!

WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP

. STAMP
DEALER’S

ANNUAL
CATALOG

FOR DEALERS ONLY. This largest and
most useful of wholesale catalogs con-
tains 150 pages devoted to Stamps in
Sets; 100 pages of Single Stamps; a large
section of United States Stamps; thou-
sands of illustrations; favorable prices
. . . Sent to dealers only, on receipt of
a 50c deposit deductible from your first
order amounting to $5.00 or more.

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 108 Mass. Av., BOSTON
“Everything for the Stamp Dealer"‘
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U. S. COLLECTORS

I have a unique method for helping you
build up your collection economically on
a systematic basis. Hundreds are satisfied
customers. Why not you! If you spend a
dollar or more a week on your collection—
Write for free details.

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD
West Cummington, Mass.

I WANT TO BUY

Whole Collections — Accumulations
Stocks—Precancels—0dd Lots
I pay top prices, prompt settlements.
Send with your prices or for offers.
MONTHLY AUCTION SALES.
Catalogue sent on request.

J. E. RASDALE

S.P. A. ELSIE, MICH. A.P.S.

DEALERS

New Wholesale List ready for distribution April
1st. Entirely Revised. 2000 different complete
sets—Mint FOREIGN, Airpost, Commemorative,
Semi-Postal, Pictorial Issues from 1901 to 1940.
Free to dealer on request.

ELLIOTT M. WALTON, INC.
80 Nassau Street, New York

FIRST DAY COVERS

3¢ Pony Express, St. Joseph or Sacramento,
single, 10c¢; block, 23c. 3c Pan American, Wash.,
D. C., single, 10c; block 23c. 3c Idaho, or Wyo.,
single, 10c; block of 4, 20c. 3c Coronado, single,
10c; block of 4, 20c. 3c 100 Year Anni. of Post-
age Stamp, single, 10c; block of 4, 20c. Famous
Americans, Scientists, Composers, Artists, or In-
ventors series, set of 5, singles, 60c; blocks of 4,
$1.35. Leo August 1940 1st Day Catalog, 3T7c.
Ritter’s 1940 1st Day Catalog, 27c. Scott’s 1940
Postage Catalog, $2.50. J. N. CLARKSON, JR.,
Dept. |1, Ridgewood, New Jersey.

French Colonial Bargains

Color Changes, April, 1940, mint ..........
1939 Rene Caillie, 24 var., mint ...
1939 New York Fair, 48 var., mint
1937 Paris Inter. Expos., mint, 126
1000 diff. mounted, fine ...........
2000 diff. mounted, cat. about $100.00 .22,

Anything returnable. I offer French Col. on
approval at low prices. Send for lot.

FRANCIS LUCAS

629 S. Campbell,

Springfield, Mo.

SUMMER CLEARANCE JOB LOTS

I have available a number of $10.00 lots
made up more or less as per customers’
wishes and easily worth double. These I will
willingly send out on approval against ref-
erences. Installments over as long as three
months accepted in payment for these.

‘Wholesale lots too.
K. BILESKI, Station B, Winnipeg

BELGIUM LUXEMBURG
NETHERLANDS

Fill your needs before it is too late!
With increasing demand stock will sell out
soon. Write today!

John H. Beerman

1289 Sturlane Place, Hewlett, L. I., N. Y.
(A. P. S. 16277)

Wanted for Cash
UNUSED U. S. POSTAGE

ALL VALUES.
SMALL DISCOUNT.

STAMP ACCOMMODATION SERVICE
90 John Street, New York City
Mint Commemoratives Wanted

U. S. AT “CUT RATE"”

Used. No damaged. Returnable.

93 .95 189 .30 330 .75 461 2.75 546 1.65
116 2.10 208 .68 388 3.65 464 .58 550 .48
151 .68 213 .75 3899 .35 477 1.38 578 .90
152 1.10 297 .58 422 .38 541 .42 579 .60
153 1.45 299 .58 440 .34 545230 C1 .34
U. S. on Approval at 10% to 70% off retail.
Free ‘‘Cut Rate Approval Blank’ upon request.

R. DESMOND, Box 675, Butler, N. J.

AT AUCTION
July 15 and August 5

R. L. Saunders collection—nothing added
for 10 years—to be sold in two parts on
above dates—strong in U. S.

H. WENDT K
WAVERLY, IOWA

AIR MAIL ENVELOPES
HAMMERMILL BOND
100 for 60c 500 for $2.50
1000 for $5.00

Same with your name and address, not to
exceed three lines, printed in upper left

corner, at
100 for $1.75 250 for $3.00

500 for $5.00
All prices are postpaid.

The Gossip Printery
HOLTON, KANSAS

AUCTIONS

June 26th & 27th

General Properties, Holland
and Colonies.

July 11th
Postal History Auction.

July 17th & 18th

Specialized Sale of
Finland—Poland
Soviet

July 24th & 25th
Great Britain Used Abroad.

Catalogues of the above sales
are obtainable from Mr. R.
Kimble, 8118 Dante Ave., Chi-
cago, Ill., or from:—

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd.
96 REGENT STREET,
London, W. 1, England




FROM HERE
AND THERE

(13

lF STAMP collectors are
concerned over what thé international
situation might do to the value of their
holdings, they may relax,” says Ernest
A. Kehr in the N. Y. Herald Tribune,
“because the Eugene Klein auction in
Philadelphia clearly indicates that
philatelie values are sound.” Mr. Kehr
says the collection was below perfec-
tion, but that more than $50,000 was
realized. Phil Ward paid $1,528 for
a block of four 10c¢ ’47s which was
below perfection, but was from the
former Hind collection and a great
rarity.

e According to “Postal Oddities” col-
umn syndicated by Trapp, the Santa
Anita race track has its own post of-

fice and many of the letters are ad- -

dressed to the horses.

® Chicago, where International Stamp
Week started, has announced that it
will be celebrated this year from No-
vember 10-16. Chicago has already
made elaborate preparations for the
event, including several exhibitons.

® The Post Office Department has an-
nounced that the following quantities
of the Famous Americans sets have
been printed: 50,000,000 each of all
one-, two- and three-cent denomina-
tions; 20,000,000 each of all five-cent
denominations; and, 10,000,000 each
of all 10-cent denominations. The
Booker T. Washington stamp seems to
be the one not generally distributed,
but — of course — there’s plenty of
them at the Philatelic Agency. There
should be no shortage of any of these
stamps for those who want them.

e Qur Office Boy says, “Ain’t it foolish
to look for pesky little differences in
a stamp when there are so many kinds
of stamps which could be collected?”

e We understand that some dealers
are again sprinkling their packets
with state revenue stamps, which are
not in any of the catalogs generally
bought by stamp collectors. This gen-
tle way of gypping the kiddies is sel-
dom practiced by those who advertise
in the philatelic periodicals, but—is
often prevalent among those who ad-
vertise in lay publications where the
advertising managers don't care as
long as they get paid for the ad.

® No one seems to know who supplied

the necessary leverage to have a stamp
issued commemorating the 80th anni-
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versary of the Pony Express. It must
have required some clever lobbying to
put across an 80th anniversary, even
during an election year.

® Many of London’s leading stamp
dealers do not have their private of-
fices nor keep their best stock at the
address given in directories and ad-
vertising. In that way the boss is
never bothered by those who want to
take an hour to buy a few pennies
worth of stamps, such sales being
handled by an office girl who works at
a minimum salary.

® Many readers misinterpreted an
item in this column of May 18, 1940,
page 272, wherein it gave the outcome
of a Dr. I. Q. program over the N. B.
C. network, April 8: The question
read, “If a man went to the post of-
fice and bought one each of the stamps
of the present series from 1le to 10c
values, how many stamps would he
have?’ The contestant answered,
“Ten,” and the Doctor replied, “I am
sorry. I think he would have eleven
stamps because there is a 1%e value.”
We remarked that the Doctor had
evidently never heard of the 4l%c¢
stamp of the present issue, which
brought the total up to twelve. Here’s
where several readers tripped, as they
wrote us there would be ‘“thirteen”
stamps. They counted the %e stamp,
which was not included in the question.

® A. Arthur Schiller and Johannes de
Kruyf, authors of the “Manual of the
Stamps of Netherlands, Netherlands
Indies, Curacao and Surinam,” offer
to donate the receipts from the sale
of the book, above the cost of pub-
lication, to the Holland Relief Fund.
The book is stated to contain 225
pages, over 400 illustrations, and is
for sale at $1 per copy from Johannes
de Kruyf, 134 Haven Ave., New York,
N Yo

® We are now ready to tell our read-
ers how popular radio stamp programs
are with stamp collectors. We asked
our readers in this column of both
April 27 and May 18, 1940, and we
have now tabulated 129 answers: 88
answered that they never listened to
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radio stamp programs, although most
of them admitted they have done so in
the past but, have not found them of
continued interest and have therefore
discontinued listening; 34 replied that
they listened at infrequent intervals,
and those who enlarged upon their
answers said, in part, that they did
not discover in them what they felt
was needed in radio stamp programs;
7 admitted listening to at least one
program a week and were enthusiastic
about them.

® Franz E. Roese shows us a cover
from “Oklahoma, Okla.,” which bears
date of “Dec 22 -1 PN - 19211, Mr.
Roese says, “Wouldn’t that curl your
hair?” We’'d say that’s pretty fair
for a postmark oddity.

¢ We wish that more readers would
take advantage of our “Letters to the
Editor” column. That eolumn can be
made one of the most interesting fea-
tures of WPG if the readers will just
take time to write added bits of in-
formation they have to articles read
in this medium, corrections, ete. Ii’s
your column, readers, and we want
you to make full use of it regularly.

Random Notes
(Continued from page 379)
recently received are botanical and
zoological magazines from places as
far away as India and the Argentine
Republie. Of course, there is no rea-
son to review such things here, never-
theless the fact that Gossip reaches
into such places is certainly some-
thing for advertisers to think about.
* #

Once more I'd like to request those
asking for information, ete., to enclose
stamps for reply. Over 60 inquiries
last month, and only two sent post-
age. BUT ALL WERE ANSWERED.
Takes quite a little time and some
money.

MARION, OHIO, now has
a woman’s stamp club, to which men
are invited.

in packets:

busy to fill want lists.

212 C. R. S. B. BLDG.,

U. S. REVENUES AT ' CATALOG

For over thirty years I have been buying, saving and accumulating a sur-
plus stock of U. S. revenues — in all of stampdom they have been my weakness.
I have decided to close them out at one-fourth catalog and am putting them up
Send me $1.00 for $4.00 cat. value; $2.00 for $8.00 cat. value;
$5.00 for $20.00 cat. value, etc. Don't ask for approvals and I am much too
Here is your chance to get busy on the revenue section
of your albums and you will find good revenues a good investment as they are
not subject to the whims of ambitious Postmaster Generals.
anteed. A chance for collectors, dealers and investors.

DR. L. L. DOLSON

Satisfaction guar-

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA




Notes On Postal Paper of the

United States, 1847-1866

NoTES: 1847-1866
1847 Transfer Roll

HE dies and plates of the 1847
issue were destroyed as stated by
the following affidavit:

New York, Dec. 12, 1851.

Have this day destroyed dies of 5
and 10 cent stamps, also the plates
of same.

1 5ec stamp plate, 100 on, 1847 issue.

1 10c stamp plate, 100 on, 1847 issue.

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson.

Witness:

Wm. Brady, P. M., N. Y.
John Moor

G. W. Johnson

Note that no mention is made of the
destruction of the transfer roll. Since
color proofs of this issue appeared in
the early 1890’s it is evident that this
roll does exist.

Failure of the Post Office Depart-
ment to find this roll and the distaste
of issuing the 1875 forgery, eliminated
the issuance of a stamp for the cente-
nary of the adhesive stamp.

If you have any of these 1847 proofs
issued around 1890-5 let me hear
from you.

Color

Shades on these early issues are not
stable; atmospheric conditions tend to
alter the original color, the most com-
mon offender being sunlight.

The listing of shades is purely arbi-
trary in the case of light or dark de-
grees of a color. True color differ-
ences, such as the 3c pink of 1861, are
permanent. Oxidation is often met
with in stamps of a yellow base; a
bath in peroxide restores the original
color.

Designers, Engravers

Contrary to our twentieth century
issues where all of our information
is more or less current and most of
the data can be supplied from the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing, the
Nineteenth Century issues were print-
ed by five different companies. Rec-
ords of some of these concerns are
lost, and others are not made avail-
able to record elsewhere, so it is here
that we must piece the story together

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK

to complete the data on our early
issues.

One of the prime bits of informa-
tion desired is a list of designers and
engravers of our stamps. To date I
have no record on any stamp of the
period 1847-66 giving this informa-
tion. Can you help?

Demonetization

The Civil War between the Con-
federacy of southern states which
had seceeded from the Union and the
northern states which upheld the
Union, began April 13, 1861. Simul-
taneous proclamations were released
by Postmasters General Blair (Fed-
eral), and Reagan (Confederate), sus-
pending postal service between the
two governments June 1, 1861.

In August, 1861, postmasters were
authorized, for a period of six days, to
redeem stamps of the 1851-7 issue
from the public at face value. After
this period of six days, stamps of the
old series would not be accepted as
payment of postage from that office.
September 10, 1861, was set as the
deadline for delivery of letters bear-
ing the old issue from states east of
the Mississippi and Missouri; October
1 was the deadline for other states
east of the Rockies; November 1 for
letters from the coast. Shortly after
these dates were set they were ex-
tended to November 1, 1861, December
1, 1861, and January 1, 1862, respec-
tively.

Apparently these orders did not ap-
ply to stamped envelopes, although
the envelope series was shortly re-
placed.

By this order the stamps of 1847
and 1851-7 are not valid for postage.
Quantities of the 3c value taken from
or sold by the Confederacy has tended
to keep this stamp, in mint condition,
more plentiful than corresponding val-
ues of other sets.

Postage Rates 1845

Until 1845 all mail was charged by
the sheet; two sheets were charged
double postage. Letters were sent col-
lect until 1847 and the practice con-
tinued until 1850 when stopped by
law. The franking privilege was
abused from the first establishment

of the system. Officials having use,
of the privilege would give franked
sheets (envelopes were not in accept-
ed use until about 1850) to their
friends, thus depriving the postal sys-
tem of many dollars revenue. The
frank still handles many letters and
parcels. In 1845 the postage rate
was reduced to 5c¢ for half an ounce
sent less than 300 miles, 10c¢ for over
300 miles, except the Pacific Coast;
small parcels were eligible as were
newspapers, periodicals, books and
pamphlets. This new rate started the
decline of the private express com-
panies in the handling of letters. ¥

Duplicate Subjects

It was a common practice for an
artist when making a portrait to do
two of them at the same time, one for
the subject and one for himself. From
the latter he would make additional
copies which he would sell to the pub-
lic at a nominal cost of from $25 to
$50. The “Vaughan” type painting
of Washington by Gilbert Stuart sold
107 copies in this manner, each an
individual painting by the artist.

United States Postal System

With the new government in 1789,
Samuel Osgood was appointed Post-
master General, followed by Timothy
Pickering in 1791. In 1789 there were
75 post offices, 2,400 miles of post
roads and a population of three mil-
lion. The aggregate pay of postmas-
ters in 1791 was $9,336; postal re-
ceipts $25,000. Post offices even in
such towns as New York, Philadelphia
and Boston consisted of one room in
a private dwelling.

From 1800 to 1830 rapid progress
was made in the volume of mail han-
dled under Postmaster General Me-
Lean, who resigned in 1835 when
President Jackson originated the
“spoils system” in the post office. Post-
masters General Barry and Kendall
under Jackson let the mail fall into a
lackadasical service which gave the
private express companies the oppor-
tunity to take over most of the mail
for the next 25 years.

The first railroads to carry mail
were the Camden and Amhoy and the
Saratoga and Schenectady in 1832.
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The Editor’s Viewpoint

THERE is nothing more beautiful
than a night sky, spread with
Stars, as a spring meadow with
gleaming yellow wildflowers. In
you, Night Sky, we can wrap our-
selves, as in a cloak, to escape
the cold and pitiless light of day.
In you, Night Sky, we find what
the earth has not—Infinity. The
Infinite, which is the treasure of
the humble, balm to the broken
heart, alleviation to those who
have been cheated, recompense
to them who are misunderstood,
and the key to the lock hiding
peace. Inyou, Night Sky, we can
plunge our unclean souls, as a
swimmer dives into the warm
waters of yon pool, and emerges
refreshed, washed of worry, all
our sullenness and churlishness
removed. As if we had laved in
heaven, might be a better descrip-
tion of how we feel after we have
spent an hour under the stars.
Stars, they tell us that you are
worlds mightier than this. Tell
us, that many of your broad gal-
axies are drifts of suns. Above us
and about us we hear the mute
thunder of your distances, and
we stand awed and wondering as
your majestic procession sweeps
forever on, and on! Would that
we could taste of your magnif-

icence, and partake of the great
things you do in such godlike si-
lence. Why do men choose to
boast and strut when they have
done some great deed, while you,
magnificent Night, with your
other worlds, do greater things
every hour, unwhispering and
true? Would that men could have
recourse to the lubricant perfec-
tion of your stellar silence when
they have done something worth-
while, rather than to become
noisesome like a cock at dawn.
Would that you, the Stars, could
teach men how you speed along
intricate ways with the speed of
the bullet, yet with no clash nor
hesitance. Would that man could
attain your stellar dignity. Would
that you could pour the sweet
chrism of your divine beauty upon
man, hasten the evolution of this
tardy world, that creeps along
from the Chaos of hate, immoral
ambition and war, up to the stel-
lar order of love, and cooperation,
and unselfishness, and law.

—AL BURNS
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The first mail car was put into ser-
vice in 1838. By 1842 mail was sent
by railroad, steamboat, stage coach,
canal boat, horse and foot messenger.
The railroads lost no opportunity in
making the transportation of mail a
good thing, charging as high as $500
a mile, however, with the establish-
ment of competition a few years later
the railroads claimed they were carry-
ing the mail at a loss.

Northwest Federation Exhibit
A Real Success

FRED A. CARVER, Secre-
tary of the Yakima Valley Stamp
Club, says that the Fifth Annual Ex-
hibition of the Northwest Federation
of Stamp Clubs, held at Vancouver,
B. C., from May 30 to June 2, was
very successful, there being over 600
frames, with the British Columbia
Philatelic Society of Vancouver and
the Royal City Stamp Club of New
Westminster, B. C., as hosts.

The grand award, an oil painting by
Eugene Zeigler, “The Stampeders,”
was won by Mr. W. J. Davey, Victoria,
B. C., for a specialized collection of
Hawaii. This painting was donated
by Alfred F. Lichtenstein of New
York City. Mr. Davey’s society, the
Vancouver Island Philatelic Society of
Victoria, are also allowed to hold the
Eugene Church Memorial cup for a
period of one year on account of Mr.
Davey’s achievement.

Winner of first award in the champ-
ionship class (winners of previous
grand awards) was B. De Wett Roed
of New Westminster, with a collection
of Norway.

The exhibition was officially opened
by the Hon. Gordon S. Wismer, At-
torney General of the Province of
British Columbia, and the address of
welcome was given by Dr. H. R.
Storrs, President of the Northwest
Federation.

New officers elected are: Dr. Hir-
stel, Portland, Ore., President; Dr. H.
R. Storrs, Vice-President; Mrs. W. H.
Young, Bellingham, Wash., re-elected
Treasurer. Other officers will be ap-
pointed by the President. Portland,
Oregon was chosen for next year’s ex-
hibition city, and Tacoma, Washing-
ton will follow in 1942.

Thinner Postals

ACCORDING to the current
issue of the Asia Stamp Journal, the
government of Japan is now making
its postal cards thinner to save paper.
A pile of one thousands cards will
now be two-thirds of an inch less in
height than was formerly the case.
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Australian Government Exhibit
At N. Y. Worlds Fair

LATEST philatelic novelty
to confront visitors at the Interna-
tional Stamp Centennial Exhibition is
a special 3-frame collection of all or-
iginal sketches prepared by the Aus-
tralian Government for the projected
Century of Victoria issue. The collec-
tion, received recently from Mel-
bourne, Australia, was sent through
the courtesy of the Honorable H. C.
Thornby, Postmaster General for Aus-
tralia, and a member of the committee
sponsoring the International Stamp
Centennial Exhibition. It is being
shown in conjunction with the 5-frame
collection of all regular Australian air
mail and postage due stamps which
has been mounted by Walter H. Wy-
cherly, a prominent collector and spe-
cialist in the stamps of the British
Commonwealth.

Included are nine large preliminary
drawings of suggested designs show-
ing the Yarra-Yarra native, backed
by a view of Melbourne. Four of
these are shown in finished stages of
the model, as well as three of the de-
signs which were rejected by the Aus-
tralian authorities. Also seen is an
enlarged detail of the Aborigine’s
head and an original photograph of
the Melbourne view from which the
accepted design was made.

Impressions taken during the vari-
ous stages of the die’s engraving por-
tray the progressions of the finished
and accepted design, while a complete
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set of colored trials of the one-shilling
denomination shows the hues that
were considered before the black ink
was decided upon.

While this exhibit is of special in-
terest to the Australian philatelic spe-
cialist, it is the type of reference mate-
rial which every collector will want to
study, for it vividly demonstrates the
painstaking work connected with the
issuance of a new stamp, and the care
with which every detail is carried out.

Clarks Get Luff’'s Estate

jOHN N. LUFF, dean of Amer-
ican philately, died August 23, 1938,
and it has just now been ascertained
that he named as his beneficiaries,
Hugh M. Clark and his wife, Theresa
M. Clark. As a great deal of his estate
is philatelie, it is meet that he should
have given it to his old friends and
business asociates, the Clarks of Scott
Publications, Inc., of New York, who
will see that it is handed down prop-
erly to posterity. The estate appraises
$52,743.69 net.

We understand that a portion of the
estate consisted of one of the finest
collections of types and forgeries of
the world’s stamps ever collected to-
gether in one place. This collection
will assist the Clarks in their endeavor
to give the philatelic public a better
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue as
the years roll on.

Mention W. P. G. when answering ads.

Provides Spaces for Airpost Stamps Only
Complete to January 1, 1940

Bound Edition, printed on both sides.

Loose Leaf Edition, printed on both sides.
No country begins on a left hand page__$2.00 (5 lbs.)

the bound style.

Bound in Red____$1.60 (3 lbs.)

Contains the same pages as in

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

ONE WEST 47th ST.,

AN

NEW YORK, N. Y.




Private Die Proprietary Stamp Notes

LIl. T. W. MARSDEN

FEW decades after the signing of the Declaration

of Independence the New York City Directory
was a small, thin volume which could readily have
been slipped into one’s coat pocket. Even in 1850,
when only the lower part of Manhattan Island was
used for business and residential purposes, the census
shows the population was slightly more than half a
million souls. But by the time of the Civil War, the
city had grown, the number of residents increased, and
the Directory had expanded to about the size of the
1940 United States Postage Stamp Catalogue.

Trow’s New York City Directory for 1866-67 has
the listing “Marsden, Thomas W., pat. meds., 487 Broad-
way,” which was on the west side at the corner of
Broome Street. The next year the address is given
as “7 Platt Street”—on the north side between Pearl
and Gold Streets.

The Revenue Act of 1862 had been passed by the
8Tth Congress, Second Session, to assist in meeting the
heavy cost of the War. In accord with the provisions
of the Act, Marsden was obliged to affix a revenue
stamp to each proprietary he made. Presumably he
communicated with the authorities in Washington and
the firm of Butler & Carpenter, who held the initial
government printing contract, was directed to engrave
a private die for his exclusive use.

It appears the Marsden proprietaries retailed at a
dollar per bottle, so the die was engraved with a value
of four cents. A proof from this die was approved in
the office of the Hon. Edward A. Rollins, Commissioner
of Internal Revenue on August 2, 1866, The first and
only printing of 27,500 stamps (about 510 sheets) on
thin old paper was shipped from Philadelphia on Au-
gust 20th.

To this 4e¢ black perforated stamp, the United States
Stamp Catalogue assigns the number RS 176 (former
No. 5451). Horizontal-rectangular in form, it measures
97 by 18% mm., and was printed in sheets of 54, ar-
ranged 3 by 18.

William P. Brown, in his Curiosity Cabinet dated
July, 1876, probably the first priced list of the M & M
stamps, quoted the 4c¢ stamp at $3. Apparently finding
it was not as scarce as he at first supposed, in a re-
vision of March, 1877, the price was reduced to $2. In

By HENRY W. HOLCOMBE

the current catalogue the figure is $10. This nominal
price would seem to indicate that every M & M collector
might have a copy. However, there are too few to go
around and a fine copy is to be prized.

Evidently the 4c¢ stamps had hardly more than been
received in New York when it was decided to reduce
the retail price of the Marsden proprietaries to 50c,
thus necessitating a 2c¢c stamp. The bottles may have
been made smaller or competition possibly demanded
the price be halved—we may never know the fact.

At any rat within a few weeks Butler & Carpenter
were directed to engrave a new die. A proof from this
die bearing “a large monogram of the letters ‘U. S.” on
a circular disk . . .” was submitted to Commissioner
Rollins and approved October 9, 1866. The only print-
ing of 26,250 stamps (about 470 sheets) on thin old
paper was shipped by the contractor on December 13,
1866.

The United States Stamp Catalogue, probably bet-
ter known as the “S U S”—gives the number RS 175
(former No. 5450) to this 2¢ pale blue perforated stamp.
It resembles the former stamp in size but is slightly
smaller, measuring 85 by 18 mm. Laid down 4 by 14,
the stamps were printed in sheets of 56.

Brown obviously appreciated the relative scarcity
of the 2¢ stamp because in 1876 he priced it $10 and
indicated it was not in stock and seldom available. The
revision of 1877 raised the price to $15. Sterling in
1888 quoted $25 and in 1940 the figure is $250. It may
be presumed that less than a dozen copies are extant
today.

Neither of the stamps are believed to have been
used in multiple and it is unlikely they so exist at the
present time. The stamps were probably used as a
cork seal which would ordinarily have assured their
being destroyed when the bottle was opened. Those in
collectors’ albums today may have been carefully re-
moved before the cork was pulled.

Little is known about the Marsden proprietaries but
the inscription on the stamps gives some clew as to
what they were. Those so noted are “Carminative
Syrup—for Diarrhoea and Dysentery, Cholera Mor-
bus”; “Pectoral Balm—for Coughs and Cold, Consump-

Written expressly for WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP



Postal Paper OFf The United States
The 1869 Pictorial lssue

RINTED on white unwatermarked

P paper, perforate 12, with and

without grill on the flat press by

the National Bank Note Company.

300 subject plate, 150 subject sheets.
*100 subject plates and sheets.

No. Issued

le 16,605,150

2¢ 83,753,600

Date Issued

3¢ 386,475,900 March 30
6c 4,882,750 July 21
10c 3,299,700 April 24
12¢ 3,012,950 June 10
*15¢ 1,438,940 July 10
*24¢ 235,350 April 24
*30c 244,110 Awugust 7

*90c 47,460 Sept. 9

Subject

le¢ Benjamin Franklin, bust by Jean
J. Caffeiri.

6¢c George Washington, painting by
Gilbert Stuart.

15¢ Landing of Columbus, painting
by Vanderlyn, in the Capitol at Wash-
ington.

24c Declaration of Independence,
painting by John Trumbull, in the
Capitol at Washington.

90¢c Abraham Lincoln, a photo-
graph.

Historical Data

Butler and Carpenter protested
awarding the contract to the National
Bank Note Company on the ground
that their firm made the lowest bid.
A commission investigated the relative
merits of the bids and reported in fa-
vor of National. The lower values
were intended to be emblematic of the
postal progress of the country.

Types

15¢ has two types, the second con-
sisting of an extra frame around the
vignette.

Shades

1c pale buff, dark buff.
2¢ dark brown, pale brown, red
brown, yellow brown.

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK

3¢ and 6c deep ultramarine, dull
blue.

10c orange, deep orange.

12¢ yellow green, deep green, blue
green.

15¢ dark red brown, pale red brown.

24c deep green, blue green.

30c pale carmine with pale blue,
dark carmine with dark blue.

90c black with rose carmine.

Paper Variety

le, 2¢, 3¢, 10c with stitch water-
mark.
Printing Variety

15¢, 24¢ and 30e with inverted cen-
ters.
Plate Varieties

le, 2¢, 8¢, 6¢, 15¢ double transfers.
3¢ cracked plate.
Grill Varieties

Double grill on all values except

90c. Split grill on all values. Triple
grill on 3c. End roller grill on 3ec,
10e, 12¢. Stamps without grill must

have original gum, the 1le, 2¢, 3¢, 15¢c,
24¢, 30c and 90c¢ are known thus.

Cancelations—Town
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Covers

2¢ horizontal, diagonal and vertical
halves used as le.

3c vertical third used as le; vertical
two-thirds used as 2c.

Paper

Moderately thick and quite hard.
Gum

Yellowish white to brown.
Sizes

le, 20% x 20% mm.; 2¢, 12¢, 20% x
20 mm.; 3e, 20% x 20 mm.; 6¢, 10c,
20 x193% mm.; 15¢, 213% x 213% mm.;
24e, 22 x 22 mm.; 30¢, 22 x 22% mm.;
90c, 2134 x 22 mm.

Grill Sizes

J—9x9 mm. (12 x11-12 points).
L—8% x9 mm. (11x11 points) on
10c and 12¢ only.

Normal position is with points down,
although a few copies are known with
the points up. Due to the indistinct-
ness of the grill one cannot be positive
of the actual size on most stamps.

Plate Numbers

lec 1, 2.

2¢ 3-6, 27-8.

3c 7-12, 25-6, 29-30.

6c 13-4.

10c 15-6.

12¢ 17-8.

15¢ Type 1. (19-19) (31-23).
15¢ Type 2. (23-23) (32-23).

24c (20-24) (20-20) (**-20).
30c (21-21) (**-**).
90c (22-22).

( ) Indicates frame and vignette combination

numbers. **Indicates unnumbered plates.
Cost

12%¢c per 1,000.
Proofs

All values, except 15¢ large die, card
plate, 24c large die, on large and small
die, India and card plate proofs.

(Next page, please.)
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The Editor’s Viewpoint

\X/E met one of those fellows
the other day who says he never
takes a vacation. You know, the
kind of fellow who bravely says,
| haven’t had a day off in fifteen
years, and | feel as fit as a fid-
dle,” but—he didn’t look it, and
well wager he didnt feel as “fit
as a fiddle” either. He was stoop
shoulered, his complexion was
pasty, and he shuffled rather than
walked. Well, upon questioning
we found that he didn’t have any
hobbies either.
those fellows who is a slave to his

He was one of

job. Some day he’s going to crack
suddenly, and the doctor will
either ship him off to a private
hospital for a rest cure, or, may-
be to the undertaker, instead.
We know another fellow who does
take a day off occasionally and
he either potters around with his
flower garden, his stamp collec-
tion, or, goes fishing, according
to the time of year and the
weather. His work is rather stren-
uous, but confining, and he finds
his three recreations ideal for his
purpose. He knows that mod-
erate success and lusty health
can come from intelligent idle-
about things is as bad as not be-
ness, and that to be too serious
ing serious at all, He knows that

life is rhythmic, and that pro-
gress to be permanent must go
in waves, and not in one continu-
ous stream. He knows that one
of the most important things a
man can do is to stop once in
awhile and take time off to re-
cuperate. He is extremely anx-
ious that his business enterprise
shall prosper, but he doesn’t in-
tend to keep his nose too close to
the grindstone and lose his zest
for life in the undertaking. So,
whenever he feels a bit grumpy,
and his nerves are a bit frazzled,
and he is unable to keep his mind
on the problems confronting him,
then — he takes a day off and
goes fishing, plays with his flowers
or just slides down into an easy
chair with his stamp cdllection.
Like a lot of business men, he
goes once a year to the doctor for
a checkup, and the doctor tells
him, ““Well, John, the answer is
just the same as it was last year,
you're as fit as a fiddle.”” There's
the one fellow who says he’s “fit
as a fiddle,” and is ready to break
because he takes no time off, and
has no hobbies to take dull care
away—he’s on his way out. While,
the other fellow who knows how
to play, is about the same age,
but, will likely enjoy life for a few
more decades. It is a better plan
to go out once in awhile to play
—and live, than to keep one's
nose to the grindstone and find
it's grinding one’s life away, too.

—AL BURNS



July 6, 1940

Die proof on large 23 x 3 inch India
mounted on 6 x 9 octovo card with Na-
tional imprint (except 30c).

Color Proofs: 1881

le to 12¢ in black, blue, brown,
green and scarlet.

15¢ black with green and scarlet;
blue with brown and green; brown
with black, blue and green; green with
black and blue; scarlet with black and
blue.

24c¢ black with blue, green and scar-
let; blue with brown and green; brown
with black and blue; green with black,
blue and brown; scarlet with black
and blue.

30c black with blue, green and scar-
let; blue with brown, green and scar-
let; brown with black, blue and scar-
let; green with black and brown;
scarlet with black, blue and green.

90c black with brown, green and
scarlet; blue with green and brown;
brown with black and blue; green with
blue and brown; scarlet with blue.

Specimen: Overprint in Black
2¢, 6¢, 10c, 12¢, 15¢, 30c.
Reprints: 1875

Printed on very white paper, per-
forate 12, ungrilled, on the flat press
by the Continental Bank Note Com-
pany. *150, 300 and 100 subject
plates, 150 and 100 subject sheets.

Number Issued

*1c¢ dark brown orange 8,252
2¢ brown 4,755
3¢ ultramarine 1,406
6¢ ultramarine 2,226

10c¢ pale orange 1,947

12¢ dark blue green 1,584

15¢ dark blue and brown 1,981

24c¢ violet & blue green 2,091

30¢ carmine & dark ultra. 1,635

90c deep black & carmine 1,356

A new plate, number 33, was made
for the 1c and a new plate, number 32,
was made for the frame of the 15c
which is slightly altered.

To distinguish note, as in all 1875
special printings, the crisp white pa-
per and proof-like appearance. Also
note that this issue is without grill;
the regular series without grill comes
with a brownish gum whilst the re-
print gum is white and crackled.

Reprint: 1880

Printed on white soft porous paper,
with and without gum, ungrilled, on
the flat press by the American Bank
Note Company. 150 subject plate and
sheet.

lc buff; number issues included un-
der the 1875 printing.

Reprint Proofs

lc from 1880 plate on India and
card plate.

WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP

15¢ with slightly altered frame on
small die, India and card plate.

Notes

Press comments of the time con-
sidered this series very unfavorable
and considered the choice of design
rather ugly.

As with all of the bank note issues
we need more information. Early
dates of use on the l¢ and 2¢ as well
as earlier dates on possibly all but
the 3c. Subject matter on the 2¢, 10c,
12¢, 30c has not been recorded as def-
inite.

This series is most prolific in can-
celations but undoubtedly many more
can be added as all of the blank spaces
are possibilities. Proof material on
this issue is fairly complete although
there may be some trial proofs as yet
unrecorded.

Nipped in the Bud

BACK in 1911, when the
Crown Agents for the British Col-
onies submitted designs to Canada for
new King George stamps, Postmaster
General Lemieux, who desired the
land of the Maple Leaf to have her
own designs, politely informed the
Crown Agents that the designs sub-
mitted did not meet with the approval
of Canada. Canada, being a Dominion
and not a crown colony, had her way
and her 1912 issue bears little re-
semblance to other British possession
sets of the time.

461

Visits Memorial Cairn

THE ABOVE PHOTO shows
Col. Jno. A. Hooper, Sr., Commander-
in-Chief of the Pioneer Philatelic Pha-
lanx, in front of the Memorial Cairn,
erected inside the ruins of old Fort
George, at Niagara-on-the-Lake, in
memory of the fallen heroes of the
War of 1812-14. This photo was taken
especially for WPG on June 11, 1940.

[ ] L]
CHILE’S 1910 Centenary is-

sue was demonetized September 1,
19151

Latest sectioms issued are
as follows:

OMNE WEST 47 ST.

Final 124 Sections Now Ready
Make SCOTT LOOSELEAF PAGES
Available for Every Country in the World

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Now you can get pages for any
country in the world. Select just the
pages you want and make up your
own album simply, inexpensively,
and attractively. This is the answer
to your specialty problem. If you
haven't already seen these pages, we
urge you to make an early call on
your dealer.

Get a complete illustrated price
list as well as lists of all looseleaf
sections available free from your
dealer or by writing direct to us.

NEW YORK, N. Y.




Oct. 19, 1938,

Nre B. Ae Wiltsee,
¢ pacific Unlon Club,
san Franeiseco, Calif.
Desar ur., Wiltsee:

Re = "Pan & San Frane Se s8.," I have a memo in uy
files regarding two covers which were in the Ackerman
collection many years agde . :

"goth were from Peru and addressed to the sane firm
in S.F." Both had strips of thres 10¢ 1847, One had the
"pan & Sen Fran .8," merking, the other did note The latter
was acquired by Eumerson who peuoved the strip from the cOvere"

I am trying to locate the cover with the markinge
pid you ever hear about this item?

Yours clCe,
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Copy i

Oct. 9, 1938,

Mr., Ernest A, Wiltsee,
% Roosevelt Hotel,
New Orleans, La.

My dear Mr, Wiltsee:
I have just read with much interest your letter of the 6th,

I never saw those four covers mentioned in your letter
but I heard indirectly that some such items were sent to you
and that you had sent them to the A.,P.S. Expert Committee, but
I never heard what their decision was, I also learned that the
covers were sent to you by Voorhees,

I have known Barney Voorhees for over twenty years and count
him as one of my very good friends, I consider his reputation above
reproach, so when I heard something of this mess I wrote him asking
where these covers came from, As you probably know my relatims
with Mr. Newbury of Chicago are most cordial and inasmuch as Saul
is Chicago's most prominent collector I believed if there was a mess
in Chicago that Saul would stand shoulder to shoulder with me, re-
gardless of expense, in rumnning down the gullty party. Barney being
well aware of this did not hesitate to tell me what he knew about
the items, He stated they had been given to him by Hardy to send to
you. Further I learned the name of the man Hardy claimed he obtained
them from, and it happened to be a man with whom I have corresponded
at intervals for a number of years past. I have no knowledge however
of his character or honesty. The incident interested me because I
am suspicious of Hardy and if he is guilty of fixing covers I want
to do all I can to put him where he bslongs,

I am not surprised that the Expert Committee made a mistake
in rendering an opinion., However it is my impression that the error
was due to a lack of knowledge and not because of any desire to pro-
tect Hardy, who I think is heartily disliked by the better class of
dealers in New York, Of course we both know Kleeman, so no remarks
are necessary regarding him, Sid Barrett bears an excellent reputation
and in my opinion is far above the average Nassau Street dealer, He
is associated with Stern, whom I have known personally for many years
and whom I have always found to be thoroughly honest,

You were kind enough to suggest that I be appointed to the
Expert Committee, but inasmuch as I am not an expert, I could not
qualify. I have devoted my energies to Early U, 5. and the period
our early issues were in use, I know nothing of 20th Century U, S.,
nor foreign stamps, Personally I do not think anyone man can qualify
as an expert on the stamps of all the world, because in present day
specilalization a knowledge is required not only of the stamps but of
postal markings as well, Warren Colson, in my opinion, has a greater
knowledge of the stamps of the world than any other anthority in this
Country but Warren has little, if any knowledge of postal markings.
He has the gift of a very keen eye and he has an uncanny way of detect-
ing faked items. It is to be regretted that he has such a disagreeable
personality because without such, he could be of great gervice to '
Ame rican Philately.

T doubt that you will accomplish wery much at the Conven-
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Mr. Ernest A, Wiltsee - Oct, 9, 1938,

tion, TUnless [ miss my guess I think you will find the Convention
dominated by Eugene Klein, If I had any suggestions to make regarding
the Committee perhaps they would be as follows:

That Barrett be made chairman, that the committee be enlarged,
and that all recognized students of specialties be consulted on im-
portant items submitted.

I am not thoroughly conversant with the methods employed by
the Royal Society, but I think a study should be made as to how their
comuittee works, I have unmlerstood that their committee refers to the
leading avthority, items that are submitted, But even by such a plan
it is possible for the authority to be wrong.

o~

For example - recently a friend of mine in Cincinnati wrote a
London dealer he wished to buy a very fine "24¢ Violet" 1861 - the
"pugust", but he would only accept one with the certificate attached
from the Expert Committee of the Royal, In due course my friend re-
celved a stamp and the certiflcate, but when he showed it to me it
required only a glance to note the stamp was not the August color,

Ly

So much for expert oplnions, Must we blame the Royal Committee
for thelr error, any more than we should blame Kleeman, Barrett and
Bartels for their error on the Nicaragua covers? I knowtthe Royal
Committee did not know the true color of a 24¢ 1861 Violet and you are
convinced the A, P, S, Committee do not know anything about Via
Nicaragua muwPings.

Rather than go after the A.P.S. Committee I would be more in
favor of running down the devils who malke fake covers and in branding
them as theives, even if we may not be able to send them to prison
where they undoubtedly belong. In this respect you can be assured of
my whole hearted co-operation. In the meantime you can depend that
I will respect your request to keep your letter confidential,

Perhaps Lindguist will have a copy of my Volume 2 at New Orleans,
If g0 T trust you will borrow one and sketeh my remarks on the "Via
Nicaragua" markings.

I am still enjoying your new book, and making a desperate
effort to digest each and every point you brought out, I have bound my
copy in celophane because I know I am going to have occasion to refer
to it daily and I do not want constant handling to mar in any way the
beauty of its make-upe.

And now permit me to thank you most sincerely for the genercus
offer contained in your telegram, It was indeed a temptation, and '
it was with regret that I was compelled to reply that circwms tances
entirely beyond my control stood in the way of an acceptance.

Jessup and Wm, West of Merion, Pa, are going to New Orleans,
I suggest that you meet my close friend Wm, lMichaels of Kansas City.
You will find Michaels a thorough gentlemean and I need say no more,
Just mention to Will that he comes to you with the highest of credentials
from his great admirer in Fort Thomas.

Harold Brooks of Marshall, Mich, will also be in attendance
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and I think you will find Harold a delightful character.

I will look forward with much interest to your account of
any unusual happening at the Convention,

With kindest regards,

Cordially yours,



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

SSSSSSSSSSSS




CLASS OF SERVICE . 1201 SYMBOLS
This is a full-rate DL =Day Letter

Telegram or Cable-

NL=Night Letter

md ulr‘\less its- de- .

erred character is in- —Defciied

dicated by a suitable / = =
symbol above or pre- ; 4 i } NLT =Cable Night Letter
ceding the address.

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVEn Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

Received at Dixie Terminal Bldg., Cincinnati, O. Telephone Main 4321, Line 121 f‘;(,?) OCT 9 AM I 2 4[)
AAL18 44 DL=VN SANFRANCISCO CALIF 8 850P -
STANLEY B ASHBROOK= LT 9 4 :

(o]
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EXPECT LEAVE FOR NEWORLEANS CONVENTION ARRIVING AFTERNOON
TWELFTH., SINCERELY HOPE YOU WILL ATTEND DEL IGHTED MEET YOU
WiILL GLADLY PAY YOUR EXPENSES DOWN AND BACK TO HAVE THE
PLEASURE \‘JIR.E ME COLLECT FAST MESSAGE WHETHER YOU WILL ATTEND
SHOULD RECEIVE MESSAGE SUNDAY BEFORE SIX PM=
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PM,

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BERVICH
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Oct. 11, 1938,

Mr. E. A, nltﬂ“i ; :
% Pacific Union Club,
San Francisceo, Calif,

ly dear lir, Wiltsees:

- Your letter of the 9th received this morning and I note
you are not going to New Orleans, I em sorry that conditions
are such that it is utterly impossible for me to leave home at
the present time, because it would have been a great pleasure to
have had the opportunity to meet ;au personally and %o disecuss
_ some wvery interesting subjectss wrote you a long letter
. Sunday and addressed i1t care of the Rooseveli, lew Orleans, a
copy of which you will find herewith,

- To my letter I might add that I doubt very much if we
could have accomplished any good at New Orleans, as there probably
would have developed plenty of opposition to any changes that you
might have ested, Personally I talke very little interest in
philatelic societies as nearly all are dominated by a class with
whom I have practiecally nothing in common, When I do attend con-
ventions, which is very seldom, it is solely for the purpose of
spending several days with close friends who attend for much the
‘same reason as myself,

% note with muech interest the photograph you enclosed, but
‘& rather hasty examination does not impress me that either marking
is a fekeé, The New York appears to be perfectly 0.,K, and if the
cover is a faks then the "Via N" is the fake part, that is, if the
N,Y, 18 genutnely tied, The N,Y, "two bar" merking is well kmown
~and you will find reference to 1t in the Chase book and also im ny
‘hevkwerlk el¥olfmer§ - just off the press, ' :

- If yon have a copy, I refer you to page 115 and page 117 _
for illustrations of the "bar merkings" and to page 116 for my brief
description, I have found that these markings were most eommonly ,
used in the last six months of 1801 and during the early months of
1852, Chase recorded the earliest use he had seen on a 3¢ as Septe
4, 1851, but I believe & use I have on the l¢ is much earlier, or
July 13, 1851, Of course, it is possible Chase may be right and I
nay be wrong, Chase gave Dee, 27, 1852 as the latest use he had
noted but I have a positive use in April 1853 on a 1¢ 1851, I think
Larry Mason is probably the best authority we bave on these bar
markings, As I recall, I think it was or is generally believed that
these bars were used to denote different sube-stations of the N,V
Post Office, that is, one bar was used at one office, two bars at
another, etes I never could get beyond the hearsay of such a theory
but it always appeared to me there might be some basis for the idea.
If such a theory is true why is this mibestation (?) marking found
‘on a cover "Via Nicaragua"? But even 50 - here we find it on a pelr
of 3¢ 1851 indicating (1f genuine) either one of two uses, a double
3¢ rate from liew York, or the 6¢ Caelifornia rate, This cover could
have been faked by taking a pair of 3¢ 51 with this marking - putting
it on this cover and faking the tle-on, This is on ths supposition
that the marking on the pair is genuine, I never savw this marking
applied to a letter from New York to California, as I recall, so :
possibly the pair was a double rate domestiey However, that "Jan 15"
looks funny and may indieate the lNew York steamer sailing date, On
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this hendstamp, genuine examples show all the characteristics as
shown on your photograwh - the shape of the two bars, the peculiar
R and K of York = the and "5", the "J" of Jan . also the wide
spacing of the "N" and "E" Tracings I have on collulo:ld, when laid
over your photo, matech perfectly. :

Thig latter test also applies to the yia N" handstamp, I
think meny "Via N" covers show the stamps in upper left corner, in-
dicating the handstamp in many cases was applied in upper r:’sgh&
before the adhesives were affixed,

I have no record of a use of this "Via N" handstamp befm \
1854 end I also have no record of & use of this "bar type" as late as
1854, This is about all I ean do from the photograph, :

Your vecords show that the Sierra levada arrived at San
Francisco on Mareh 25 1853 therefore if this cover is genuine the
date must be Jan, 151: 5& or Jan, 15th, 1855, No other years eould

apprly.

 The nearest record I havo in Dece 1853 and Jan, 1854, is a
cover -in the Richey collection, Folded letter dated S.Fs Dece 15,
1853 = on face % red is the rectangular "Via Nicaragua", This <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>