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A New Discovery 
James S. Hardy (Clearwater, Florida) 

reports "a new discovery" in the form of 
a pair of 12-cent stamps (U. S. 1851) on 
a letter from New York City addressed 
to Sheffield, England. The letter went to 
Boston from New York, and the pair of 
12-cent 1851 stamps are tied, thrice­
struck "U. S. EXPRESS MAIL AUG. 
29 N. Y." in black circle, one and three­
sixteenths of an inch diameter. The cover 
also bears a red "19" as well as "Pr. 
America" (ship name), in Ms., also the 
"PAID - AMERICA - Liverpool -
1.1 54-F. A." with the Sheffield Receiv­
ing Mark on the back and "Boston Br. 
Pkt." circle. 

The U. S. Express Mail marking is 
listed as known on the lO-cent stamp of 
1851, as well as the 5-cent ~tamp of the 
series and, in the opinion of Laurence 
Mason, authority on markings, the "new 
discovery" is a rare item. 



John Luff A wards 
The American Philatelic Society took 

action on the question of recognition for 
philatelic research and service to philately 
by establishing the John Luff Awards. 
This was done at the convention in 1939, 
in San Francisco. The awards are in 
three classes: 

(1) $250 for distinguished philatelic 
research. 

(2) $100 for exceptional contributions 
to philately or to the good of the A. P. S. 
in other particulars. 

(3) $50 for helpful publicity for the 
A. P. S. or for philately in general. 

The awards are to be made every two 
years subject to the decisions of the com­
mittee. The first awards will be made at 
the A. P. S. convention in Buffalo, in 
August, J940. Any A. P. S. member may 
make nominations to the committee im­
mediately and the committee shall nomi­
nate to the President not later than June 
J, 1940. 

President F10wer has appointed the fol­
lowing conunittee :-Eveleen W. Sevem, 
Beverly, Mass., Chairman; Richard McP. 
Cabeelf, Chicago, JII.; Bertram W. H. 
Foole, Los Angeles; William C. Michaels, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Harry L. Lindquist, 
• T ew York City; Rafael D. Alexander, 
San ~ alvador, Centra! America; Robson 
Lowe, London, England. The committee 
will appreciate having nominations sent 
for each of the classes as soon as possible. 



PHONE PJ.AZA. 3.6077 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !53RD AND 54TH STS . 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

November 27, 1939 

Stanley D. Ashbrook, Esq. , 
434 S. Grand Ave. , 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

I have been giving a. great deal of thought to your letter of the 22nd and 
have been racking my brain for certain things in regard to the plating of 
the 10¢ 1847. 

I feel quite certain that Perry must have owned or had access to at least a 
part sheet of the plate proofs with IISpecimen" overprint. I recall that about 
1928 a Mr. Grauscher approached me and mentioned that he had had some handling 
of proof sheets of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847. He was quite a serious student, but 
at the time my knowledge of the English language was not sufficient for me to 
take advantage of everything he explained to me in the matter. 

Grauscher is no longer alive but I am trying to contact some of his friends 
and perhaps I can dig up some more information on the subject. I have had a 
number of conversations with Perry and from everything that has taken place 
I do not feel that he could have accomplished his plating without the aid of 
proofs. About the things mentioned to you in this regard I have been given 
a chance at these items and I find they are not the original proofs but what 
I am looking for may yet turn up. 

I remember that when I was building the Weekes Collection Mr. Deal, of whom 
you may perhaps have heard, was in the habit of offering me a great many 
things. Deal was a serious collector. His activities were concentrated on 
the speculative angle. I did, however, buy many ocean mail cancellations 
and SQch things from him. He was a friend of Perry's and if my memory serves 
me correctly they were both in the office together at one time and one of the 
two offered me sheets of the 5¢ and 10¢ '47 Specimen proofs. As I can see now 
I was very foolish in turning them down. 

Deal died about a year and a half ago and all his holdings have been kept 
intact by his widow. At one time I telephone her, but met with such a cold 
reception that it was useless to prosecute the matter any further. I am going 
to try through Deal's brother to have the opportunity of looking over his 
holdings. It is not impossible that something of interest may turn up. 

I have no doubt that we can get to the bottom of this subject. If you had a 
projector of the type we a.re using in the Laboratories I have no doubt you could 
save a good deal of eyestrain in the work you have been doing. We have perfect­
ed a process of projection that gives such remarkable results that it is hard 
to find words to describe it. We have to make certain mechanical changes on 
the projector but they are more or less simple and when completed it will be 
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possible to show not only singles, but pairs, blocks and even complete 
sheets without sacrificing any of the detail. 

I think the time has now come for co-operation in trying to educate the bulk 
of collectors to a true appreciation of their stamps. The means are at hand 
for making philatelists out of stamp collectors. 

I trust by this time you have received the Government pamphlets on paper 
and. I hope you will find them of some use. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

Y. SOUREN CO. 

SY;bs 



PHONE PLAZA 3.«1077 
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Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET. !53RD AND 54TH STS . 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

Stanley B. Ashbiook, Esq., 
434 South Grand Ave. , 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Your letter of the 4th is at hand. 

December 5, 1939 

I rather expected that after reading the article in Mekeel's 
you would put your feelings into the very words you did. In 
writing as I did I was certain your head would not be turned 
by my simple expression of praise. However, I want you to 
know that I have not chosen to flatter you. The primary purpose 
of the article was to bring forth the truth. 

It has been ~ thought to some day write a book on ~ activities 
as a stamp dealer and should I do this you will learn that during 
the year 1927 after a hard fight against certain injustices done 
me your booklet came into my hands, and this alone saved me from 
going a la "Toasty." The reading and studying of your writingw 
has given me an incentive to attempt to follow your example. It 
has always puzzled me as to how you accomplished as much as you 
have, and I realize only too well the time and labor that has 
gone into your extensive research. Every time I turn the pages 
of your books they instill me with confidence and the desire to 
do my little bit for the well-being of Philately. 

When you write about your limitations you can well imagine how 
hopeless are my own and I think it best not to go into that subject 
unless I want to lose confidence in myself completely. You certainly 
have done much for Philately and it is time that someone has come 
out and said so • 

I note that you will reply to my letter regarding the lO¢ 1847 
plate proofs and I look forward to receiving same. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

SY;ss 



Stamps September 23, 

A Few Notes About the 
Brown Collection 

CATALOGING of the Brown 
collection presentcd many diffi­

cult problems and a ll immense 
amount of labor. 

Due to thc unsettled conditions in 
Europe there was no opportunity to 
read and correct proofs; so there are 
a few minor corrections which should 
be noted. Lot jt1959 is incorrectly 
captioned. This is not a Pony Ex­
press cover, although it is a rare 
Western Express postal marking. 
The lots 253-271 inclusive were not 
examined by S. B. Ashbrook, as 
stated in the catalog. The listing as 
to plating was based on notes con­
tained in the Brown collection, which 
wcrc assumed to have been done by 
Ashbrook as he examincd many of 
the Brown stamps. However, Stan­
ley Ashbrook says that he did not 
examine these particular stamps so 
the correction is made for the record. 

Rare I c Blue Type 

lac 1851 With Big Shift 

Two of the gems of the collection 
are not illustrated in the auction 
catalog. Lot 222, the rare lc blue. 
type 1, Scott's jt30. This is onc of 
thc finest copies of this stamp in ex­
istence. 

Lot 549, the 10c 1851 with the 
big shift. This is certainly one of 
the finest items in the sale and one 
of th l' great mysteries of plating. 

-EZRA D. COLE. 



CATALOGUE 
Wednesday, October 25, 1939 

2.30 P. M. 

k8J UNITED STATES, Postmasters, Baltimore, Envelopes, 
1845, 5c+5c blue on white, entire, Buchanan Ms. sig­
nature, addressed to Mrs. Gilbert Rogers Jr., Washing­
ton , D. c., extremely rare (only 2 or 3 known), very 
fine (3XU7) Est.1500.00 

2 * - - New Haven, Envelopes, 1845. 5c red , unsigned Re-
print, one inch margin s a ll s id es, very fine (8XUI ) Est. 25.00 

/ , 
't U. ." t / 

1 

LOTS FOR INSPECTION 

will be s ubllljtt!'d on I'equest, 1}I'uvi(\('(1 such lots al'e "e tlll'ned Oil day 

of I'ece jpt with posta!-(,e, I'('gist""tion and inSIJI'k1lH'e both ways. Col . 

le('tol's ullknown to u'"' should slIpply satisfaetol'Y l·efe l·PIlC'es. Em'ly 

application aplH'eciated. 
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4 
IZ] 

8 
Z Grill 

3 'IZ] - - New York, 1845, 5c black on white, cover to Phil­
adelphia, Nov. 21, 1845, lightly pen stroked, large mar­
gins on three sides, red postmarks and large blue "R" 

!) 

(Recorded), very fine (9Xla) 75.00 + 
4 C8J - - - - 5c black on white, cover (face and partial 

back) to Lille (France), rare foreign use, Sept. 29, 
1845, blue pen stroke, French, Engl ish &c. postmarks, 
very fine (9XI a) 75.00 + 

5 lIZ] - - - - 5c black on white, cover to Bennington, Vt., 
Nov. 18, 1846, variety bottom frame line recut, blue 
pen stroke, red postmarks, very fine (9Xlc) llO.00 ~ 

6 lIZ] - 1862, 2c, horiz. half used with 2c as 3c rate on small 
cover at White Hall, N. Y., 2c (tied to envelope) ties 
bisect, rare and very fine (73c) 600.00 

7 ~ - - 24c gray lilac, printed on both sides, cover to Ger-
many, tied with blue canc. large DPO, magenta post-
mark SUMMERFIELD, ALA., various colored post-

.f marks, extremely rare (only 3 copies known), very 
fine (78d) 2000.00 + 

8 * - 1867, 3c, Z grill (II x 14), good color, o. g., one of the 
finest copi es kn own (85c) 250.00 

'!' "/ 
/!t~ 

\ 
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August Dietz, Editor August Dietz, Jr., Business Manager 

Publishers 

The Postdl Service 
of The Confederdte Stdtes 

of Americd 
$15.00 PostPdid 
~ 

(Issued January, April, July, October) 

Stamp and Cover Collectors' Review 
Successor to Stamp and Cover Collecting 

A Quarterly of American Philately 

Published by The Dietz Press, 109 East Cary Street, Richmond, Virginia, U. S. A. 
$1.00 the Yeari Canada and Foreign, $1.50 

~ November 21, 1939. 

1~. 'tanley B. shbDook, 
434 outn Grand venue, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

11y dear tan': 

Publ ishers 

Dietz-1937 
Confederdte Stdtes 

Catalog and Hdnd-Book 
$2.50 Postpdid 
~ 

"Jest h81' yer hosses a minit! ~Cause eff'n you let tem 
.rar' 'n pitch like 'at sump 'n might happen to dis yer Texas stamp. 

"Come January" it will be two years that I first heard of 
this ,-ustin stamp. Ezra Cole sent me a photo raph of the cover, in­
timatin~ that Fred Green was cOLnected witil it, and that he thought 
it a fake, sue; ;estinc; at the same ti Ie that no mention be made of it 
until more information would develop. Complying with his wishes, I 
filed letter and photo~raph and waited. In fact, I had all but for­
"'otten about it, remembering only the i pression "in the back of my 
haid" that I aoreed with Cole: that it was a fake •.• 

Then came the July issue of the 'ITexas Philatelist',' ecli ted 
by Flick--and a pretty reliable man. Do you know him( I read his ar­
ticle, and recognizeQ the illustration as the same sent me by Cole. 
Then I wrote to Flick. I wanted to know more about it than the story 
.told. I wanted to know if there were other copies of the ustin on 
cover--"where, when, what and now'! That "put it up to" Flick, and he 
proceeded to 00 into action in true 'rexqn fashion. He O'ot tnree more 
of 'em and sent me cover and photos. The rest is briefly told in my 
story in the last number of the Review . It remains now to answer your 
"doubt-questions'.' 

Let me first state that, before I saw the "Exhibits" I was 
as sure as you are (possioly more so) that this cover was a fake. I 
have been fairly well convinced to the contrary. I'll take your lIob­
jections" ad seriatim. (Get the carbon of your letter to me.) 

1.--0dd position of the stamp on the cover--expected to be 
ih the ribht upper corner. ~ell , ~tan, you'll admit that this is an 
unimportant matter at best, and debatable, since \e have found a few 
Confederate stamps pasted on carelessly--out 0' position. To offset 
the carelessness O.d. this Clark cover, the stamps on the other three 
covers are in the right upper corner all riGht, and tied. 

2.--Probably it "does not make sense" that the l1.ustin Post­
master should stamp up a lot of paper and cut it into squares and in 
that manner .:lake "posta~e stamps'! But since a lot of other Postmas­
ters did this identical thing ( bin~don, Va., Independence, Tex., New­
nan, Geo., partanbur", '. C. and Talladega, la.) I wouldn't condemn 
the Texan for following suit. 



August Dietz, Editor 

Publishers 

The Posta I Service 
of The Confederate States 

of America 
$15.00 Postpaid 
~ 

August Dietz, Jr., Business Manager 
(Issued January, April, July, October) 

Stamp and Cover Collectors) Review 
Successor to Stamp and Cover Collecting 

A Quarterly of American Philately 

Published by The Dietz Press, 109 East Cary Street, Richmond, Virginia, U. S. A. 
$1 .00 the Yearj Canada and Foreign, $1 .50 

Publishers 

Dietz-1937 
Confederate States 

Catalog and Hand-Book 
$2.50 Postpa id 

~ 

In s.uch as four (and possibly five) of tnese &dnesives on 
covers are in Texan collections--all with the - authen~ic postmark and 
of different datinc;s (which precludes an "electro" fakino) and writ­
ten by different parties (no two handwritinO's alike), and addressed 
to c' ifferent persons. I don't see how we can "get around" that--do yout 

The funniest thing about tLis stamp is, that it has been known 
amon - the Texans for sev'eral years, but no one made a "to-do" about it, 
because they thou -ht every~ody else knew the stamp, because it has long 
been in cott's Catalog--where every Texan collector (except Flick, who 
got into a controversy with chumacher over it) believed it was listed 
as both Envelope and dhesive. cott had omitted to state wnether it 
was an envelope or an adhesive! d I am sure you do not question the 
authenticity of the Envelope of the identical type. Tnere are too many 
of them to permit of doubt. Well, when that Post!!l.aster's stock of en­
velopes run out, he coi 11J '.V hr Y'ri r--I;'lllped a lot of "adhesives"--just as 
the other fellows whom I enumerated did. I see notnin~ unusual abmut 
that--do you? 

s a matter of fact, Texas has 'iven us more real Provisionals 
than any other sin~le tate in the Confederacy, and, because they were 
so "remote from base" (Richmond), tnis seeI!lS quite lo""ical and "under­
standl:C}ble'.' h±le we can hardly expect these Texans to resurrect the 
war-tine PostJ:l.aster for questioning--if they produce four u.ifferent co­
vers, of different datin~s, and different addressings, I think they've 
come nearer provin; their case than several others that nave been taken 
into the catalo s. 

Just for the sake of curiosity, write to Flick, and ask him to 
send you these ustin covers for inspection. You don't neec.. any refer­
ence--I believe these Texans know you--and then, alter you've given the 
subject a thorou "h test, let me know how you feel about it. I've never 
claimed. to be an "expert ',' but, bein - a printer and an engraver, I think 
I ca come pretty nearly detect a counterfeit hanC1.st' ..... p or postmark, an 
tne~ ustins--both nandstamp and postmarks are autnentic. 

Re: your strai ht-line "PRI ON'R" handstamped cover from Wilming 
ton: it's a "new oneil on me. I have maae a tracin" of it, and will in­
clude it in my "Conte erate Notes" (thJu"'h not in fact "Confed",rate") 
in my next little Bulletin to Cibllectors 01' Confeaerates, whicn I hope 
to send out from ti~e to time . Thanks for letting me see it. 

In the matter of the "Camp Dennison',' I will aad. to this letter 
in the mornin ", when I get back to the shop, where I have my CatalOG 
witn all notations for the revised edition, to come out early next year. 
I recall some one sendinf)' me information on this markin', and I made a 
careful note of it, to be used in the revised edition. GOJd ni~nt. 



Pre.ssof 

(3) 

ednesday i or.r...ing. 

voncludin!:) my last ni~ht's letter, I am referrin to tbe " hop 
vopy" of the Diet.L ..Iatalog, !:erein I mb.ce all notes for the next 
edi tion. Turning to pa~e 144, nr'lamp Dennison'; I find this notation: 

" c09Y of this handstE.i.lD.y "aB submitted by .. rs. Horatio Hu hes, 
Charleston, .C., da~ed Nov. 18, 1864. ~he letter enclo ed eems to 
indic:'J..te tnat amp DenniEon vras merely a concentr' .. tion ,?oint or Nor­
thern troops, and not a prison camp at the time. ~urther information 
is sought'.' >.1 0 the notation: " amp va near Cincir..1la ti, 0': 

11 this seems to corroborute your statements concernino the na­
ture of the place, and ~ill mean thav in the ne t edivion of our ..Iata­
log 'Jam9 Dennison' and the illustration \~ll be le~t out. 

I thine thi covers the various subjects in your letter. I hope 
you ¥'ViII \''ri te to ~ r. Flic --get those ustin covers--exCimine them 
care~ully--and then let me have your reaction. {emember--Then I irst 
sa'!. the photograph of this one cover, my reaction vas the same as yours. 
J.he best proof of this LJ in the _'act tl'at for nearly t1,\O years I pa':'d 
no attention to it. I'll admit, too, thav Green's connection vith it 
(at least, I a told he had a hand in i~s sale) sort 0' "set me against 
it"--until I learned that three or four more cover'" vere in lexan 01-
lections--their origin that is, vhere and hen and by hom found) es­
t'.lbli hed, and the people still living--lhhen I learned all this, and 
had lic'e submit the evidence, I could no longer ithhold recognition. 

,I trusT., you're ell and bucy. ,e are "UD to the nec " i~ 2ublish­
ing, and I am glad to be ±elieved of the ~Vlw. 

Best regards and good vishes! 
incerely: 

.... 



Mr. Stanley~. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, KY. 

Dear Stan: 

R. .1. MECHIN 
ST. LA WHENCE COUNTY 

EDWABDS, N. Y. 

December 2,1939. 

Many thanks for your letter of November 23rd. I was very much inter­
ested in your remarks re the mails from Panama and Chagres going to 
New Orleans as I had had the idea(for no good reason)that hardly any 
regular mail steamers from those points went to New Orleans but practic­
ally all went direct to Ne,., York. I guess my philatelic motto ",1.11 have 
to be, "Live and learn with Ashbrook"l I'm also glad to have the infor­
mation on the rarity of the N.Y."STEAMSHIP 20 Cts."and undoubtedly I am 
very lucky in this particular matter as all that correspondence 1 sent 
you came to me FROM London yet was all addresses to don Felipe and don 
Luis Molina (brothers) in the U.S.1 How it got to England I have no 
idea. 

I don't think that there is any doubt as to how mail from Costa Rica 
got from Punta de Arenas (now called Puntarenas) to Chagres; it went in 
any old ship which came along until 1856 when the first contract route 
was established for a regular series of trips with stops at many coast 
towns as far north a.s San Jose' in Guatemala; this handling of the mails was 
subsidized by the Central American Republics and while it had been 
aggitated for sometime it was really brought to a conclusion by the "hell" 
Walker ra.ised with those countries,mainly Costa. Rica and Nicaragua,during 
his gaudy career in the latter. Since the early days of the Republic 
Costa Rica had tried for a mail and trade route to the east coast to be 
independent of this circuitious route do\qu the west coast and across 
the isthmus. There was no love lost between Costa Rica and Colombia ahd 
when PAnama got hold of that part of Colombia which is now Panama. (the 
republic of) this lack of "love" continued and still does as witness the 
arguemnet still going on as to where the bo~der isl There was a feeble 
attempt in 1811 to establish a route going thru David to Panama for mail 
etc.but it came to little and then along came the movement for independence 
in 1821 and this completely "blew" that up. Costa Rica then turned its 
attention to a direct route to the Atlantic,much the same as now follow-
ed by the R.R.to Limon,and even spe~; a great deal of money,for them, to 
establish the port of Moin. Well to make a long story short the Caribs 
,urged on by the English, plus the jungle route after leaving the mountains, 
plus malaria finished off this prtject and the port of Moin was abandoned. 
The ~xt effort was thru San Jose down the Sarapiqui River to the San Juan 
River to Grey town. This was kept in use for a long time in spite of 
Nicaragua making every effort to himder such efforts by charging extra.o:£ I) f"I 
Costa Rican mails and slapping on other duties,ete. Costa Rica had always 
,and with justificption, claimed an equB~ share in the San Juan River. Of 
course. Walker put a stop to the use of this route during his "wars" but 
it was again in use after he was "knocked off". It was not,however, very 
practical as a freight route altho much mail from Europe and the States 
came in that w~; the reslut was that most of the mail continued to go 
down the west coast until the R.R.was completed to limon. Unless one 
"reads Upll a bit on Costa Rican history it is hard to zealize how cOmpletly 
isolated they were for years. Most of their trade ~ ·-~th E 

waS "~ ngland and as 



Stan Ashbrook 

R. J. MECHIN 
ST. LA WHENCE COUNTY 

EDWABDS. N. Y. 

2. Dec.2,1939. 

you know "time" means nothing in those countries aJ.tho Costa Rica is 
by far the most progressive of any of the Central American countries and 
also as you probably know is the "wili test" by far; they are NOT a mixture 
of everything under the sun as is the case with most of those Latin Amer­
ican countries. 

Well I think I'd better sign off or you'll be wishing you had never 
given me a liftl I have endless data on the Costa Rican postal history 
backed up by facts and I hope sometime to get it in shape to publish in 
the C.C.P. if they still want it. 

11m glad you're getting soae results from the cold shots and I feel 
sure you will be satisfied to have taken them, based upon my own exper­
ience. 

~ain many thanks Stan, for all your kindnesses, 

Most sincerely. 



., 
J 

J 

"THE HON. EDWiN DENNiSON MORGAN" 

1811 1883 

.!~ .. -------.. :~ 

A short history of Gov . Morgan is as follows: 

Born in 1811, at Washington, Berkshire Co. Mass . 

When he was 17 (1828) he went to Hartford, Conn., where 
he entered the store of his uncle, Nathan Morgan, with whom he 
became a partner in 1832 in the grocery bus1ness. In 1832, he 
was a member of the Hartf'ord CJ. ty Council. 

In 1836 he moved to New York City, where he established 
himsel~ in business and became a successful merchant. 

State Senator 1849- 1853. 

Vice- Pres1dent of the Republican National Conventicn 
(1st Convention of the Hepublican Party) that met in Pittsb1~g , 
Feb. 22, 1850. 

-.. 

Chairman of the Republican Nat10nal Co~ttee from 1856 to 
1864. 

Elected Gov. of New York 1n 1858 and reelected in 1860. 

During his term, the state debt was reduced, an increase 
in Canal revenue as made, 223,000 troops were sent from New York 
to the ~rmy, and New tork Harbor was put in a state of defence. 

At the exp1rat~on of his term as Governor , he was elected 
to the U. S. Senat as a Republican, serv1ng from March 1863 to 
March 1869. 

He opened the proceedJ.ngs of the Baltimore Convention of 
1864. 

In 1865, h declJ.ned the office of Secretary of Treasury 
offer d him by President Lincoln. 

In 1872, he ~as Chairman of th National Republican 
Committe , and conducted the s~ccessful campaign that resulted 
in the second election of General Grant . 

Vas Republican cand~date for U. S. enator in 1875 and for 
Gov. of New York State in 1876. 
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In 1881, Pres~dent Arthur offered h~ ~ne portfolio of 
Secretaryof the Treasury, which he declined 0 lng ~o his advanced 
age. 

He gave more than ~200,000 to the N.T.Unlon Theologlcal 
Seminary and the Wl11iams College Library bUlldings, also 100,000 
for a dormitory at Williams, and his bequests for charitable and 
religious purposes were about 800,000 dollars 

He dled ln New York City, Feb. i4, 1883. 

* *-----
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"Extracts from an address delivered by 

.r. Edward S. Knapp 

before 

The New York Historical Society 

1936." 

~~ ---.---
* 

THE MORGAN CORRESPONDZNCE 

The f~nd1ng of the Gov. Edwin Denn1son Morgan 
Correspondence was more good luck than good management. 

\~en I was marrled in 1903, my w1fe and I used to pay 
week-end visits at the home of Mr. and ~rs. E. D. Morgan at 
Westbury, L. I. and we practically had an open invitation to 
go down and stay at their house, known as IIWheatley" any time 
we wanted to. 

it was then that I first met Mr. E. D. Morgan, well­
known in hunting Circles, and still more so as a yachtsman, 
beir.g the head of the syndicate that built and sailed the 
yacht "C~lumbla" in the International races sgalnst the two 
English yachts, Shamrock 1 and II. 

In my frequent visits to Wheatley, I came to know Mr. 
Morgan intimately. He was a ~ost delightful and cultivated 
gentleman, with a sense of humor that was priceless. He had 
t avelled extensively, told amuslng tales on a var~ety of 
subjects ald was one of the most attractive men I ever met. 

He was tho grandson of EdWin Dennison 'Morgan, Governor 
of the state of Jew York from 1858 to 1862, two terms, wno then 
went to WashJ.ngton as Republican Senator, whJ.cb office be held 
until 1869. Before being Governor he had been a State Senator. 

Our visits to the Morgans after about 1908 or 1909 became 
less frequent, as our children grew up and we had summer places 
of our own but the name "E.D.Morgan" was one that I naturally 
~ould never forget. 

That's the prologue to IUY story. 

It was somet~ITe about 1912 that I began to collect post­
age stamps intensively - i had collected them before that, but 
more on tbe pl"inciple of a child's collect10n - just to l'ill the 
spaces 1n a printed album. In 1912 I began to see the interest 
of stamps on the orig1nal letters and to realize rarity of letters 
bearing the earliest stamps of our country, and, as time went on, 
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1 accumulated quite a fair lot of United states ~tamps on the 
or~ginal letters, although none of the really very rare stamps, 
as I couldn't afford to buy tt:em. I d~d, bowever, know what 
the rarer stamps looked l~ke, !'ron_ p~ctures in var1.OUS stamp 
magaz~nes, or even an occas1onal view of a real one in some big 
collection. One sta.mp tr.a, alwa.,-';;; had an appeal to me was the 
Postmasters stamp of the C,ty of .st. Louis, M1ssouri, with the 
des~gn showlng the two bc£r~ on 1t. Here let me d1gress a little 
and tell you br~efly wha.t a "Postmaster's Stamp" is. 

Pr~or to 1840, all letters were merely handstampec, and 
the amount paid for carryj:lg the letter was usually written in. 
There were no sta...l:ps. Then England introduced the pr payment of 
mail by an adhessive label or st~mp with a picture of Queen 
V1ctoria. on l.t, known as the "Penny Black fl from it.., value and 
color. 

' .. 

We, in -che United states, had no stamps issued by the 
Government, until 1847, but Postmasters ~n some towns and cities, 
seeing that it would facilitate the bUSiness of their offices, had 
special stamps printed at their own expense and good as prepay­
ment of postage on letters posted in their own town only. Such ~ 
was the st. Louis Postmaster's stamp, ~ssued in November 1845 by 
.John M. Wimer, tbe P.M. They were engraved to represent the 
1¥~1ssour~ coat-of-arms. To st~ll further dl.gress, 1 Will say tha.t 
the Black Bear was one of the important articles of trade in 
early Missouri days. Thousands of skins were sent from the little 
fur-trading post of st. Louis, by flatboat to New Orleans and 
thence, b sal1~ng ships to Europe, and the bea.rsk~n hats of 
Napoleon's grenadiers were made by the French from bearskins from 
this vicinity. 

So, to come back abruptly to our story of the E.D.Eorgan 
correspondence, somet~me about ten years ago, I came across an 
illustration of an old letter sreet with a most beautiful copy of 
the St. Louis :6"'ar stamp and 1 cut it out of the paper and 1001:­
~ng at it lat r, noticed that the letter was addressed 

fiE. D. Morgan 
Merchant 
New York. II 

Even then, I d:.J..dntt quit.e connect up this E.D.r.10rgar.1 with 
the E. D. Morgan of "If estbury that I knew, as the date was 1846, 
which was before my Mr. Morgan was born, but I did figure it as 
someone of his ancestors and wondel'ed wbo had ever found the 
correspondence. 

I carried the 1.1iustrat1.on with me f"or maybe El. year or so, 
and one day I took it out when r was l.n a stamp dealers shop and 
showed it to the dE-aler, askir_g if he happened to know the history 
of the finding of the Morgan ~or_espondence. 

(For reasons that are obViOUS, I withhold the real names 
of parties involved l.n this part of the story and we will call the 
dealer IIMr. Sml.thll and the actual finder "Mr. McGinty") 

It was in about 1886 (Gov. E. D. Morgan had died in 1883, 
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and ~ t was a year or so ai'ter that) that McGinty found the 
correspondence. 

He was an unusual character, was McGlnty-- He always 
wore a s~lk hat and a frock coat and had an air of gentility, 
that quite completely deceived anyone that didntt know him 
J.ntimately, and he had such a "flare" for nosing out old 
letters, that the dealers of the.t day said they thought he 
"must be able to smell them". Anyway, he, in some way, got 
acqua.il1:ted witb the ja.il~tor of the building, wh.ere the f~rm of 
E. D. Morgan & Co. harl their office, and through the janitor, 
met one of the old clerks of the f~nll and found out from ~ 
that the old letters were there ~n the building, sorted away 
according to year, in boxes up on the rafters of the off~ce, 
each box havlng a year date on It. Possibly the old Morgan clerk 
needed the money, although details will never be known, but, at 
any rate, ~cGinty got access to those boxes and each night for 
soveral wee1s he was ab~e to go over the contents and tak out 
what he chose, leaving in the early morning tours, before the 
clerks of the firm arrlved. As he found rare things, he took them 
to Smith, the dealer, who disposed of the letters among his 
customers and turned over to McG;nty hi~ share of the proceeds. 
McGinty had just about made a co=plate jOb of ~t, when one night 
he and the old clerk were surprised by the untinLely arrival of a 
member of the flrm, who came dO'VITIl for something he had forgotten 
at the office. As you will suppose, there was a scone. McGinty 
was ejected and the clerk lost his job, but M.cG~nty had. plcked 
well - he knew his stamps and he had taken practically everyone 
of any real value. 

A little story on McGinty, throws additl0nal light on his 
unusual character: One day he carne to SU-ith i'or money tha~ wa~ 
owed him i'or some th1ngs just sold. Sm1th gave him $400 in cash, 
that he drew from the bank. That evening Smith was walking on a 
street uptown, when he ran across ~l'fcGinty with a beautlful jag 
on and he had to give him 5 dollars to help hJ.m get home as he had 
spent every eent of the 400 dollars he had g1ven rum ln the mornlI ... S. 
It is needless to tell you th~t McGinty liked liquor - Booze and 
the ladles were his be~ettlng Sins, and although his ideas on 
honesty were questioI ... d.ble, he was a g n1.us in his ways of locatlng 
old and rare stamps. 

After I had heard this story, wh1le I did realize that 
the correspondence was that of the grandfather of my friend Mr. 
Morgan, I f1gured that McGinty had cleaned lt out and that there 
could be nothlng worth While left, so I tried to forget it and 
succeeded, until one day about SlX years ago, when I got ~hink~ng 
it over and i'iguring that maybe l.:cGinty ml.ssed someth1ng or maybe 
he hadn't quite had time to i:1nisb, and that there was a chance 
for me, eittter way. 

So, 1n 1927, 1 called on Mr. Morgan at rus office and, 
saylng noth~ng of t~e McGlnty story, asked him what I had ever 
become of Gov. ~:organts correspondence. He knew that 1 was in­
terested in s~amp~, and I mentloned that there mlght be thlngs 
of value there that I would 11ke to get and that it m~ght be well 
worth while. He agreed to try and locate the boxes, whiCh he 
supposed Vlere stored away in some warehouse. A week later he 
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called me on the ge~ephone and told me that, upon inqu~ry of 
one of the old Cl.erks, he had found that the lot had been 
looted years ago and that one of the trusted men of the f~rm 
had been caught in the act ~nd d~scharged as a result, and 
that he could f~nd no record of what had become of the boxes 
of letters and that they had probably been destroyed. tie also 
said, although ~ paid little attent~on to it at the time, that 
if he ever d~d get track of them he would let me know. 

Nothing further happened until last Spring one day, 
when Mrs. Morgan came to lunch with my w~fe at our house. She ~ 
conveyed the message that the m~ssing boxes hao been discovered 
in a stor'eroom in their estate at Westbury, 'that she would bave 
them moved into an old squash court that as not be~ng used, and 
that when I moved down to the country in ~ay, ~ was at l~berty 
to look ~hem over. When they were moved there, nobody seems to 
remember, but when I walked into the squash court on May 15th 
last, there wer'e tbe big wooden cases, each with a year date on 
it - the dates from 1843 to 1859 were missing, but I found most 
of the letters of those years in the other boxes and there were 
some boxes without dates that had jumbles of letters in them. 

I put ~n about a week of ten hour days looklng for starrI","', 
but at the end of 'that time, I realized that McG~nty had done a 
dandy job and that, as far as stamps were concerned, I would find 
little or nothing, I found a few of the common 3\Z- stamps of U~5l 
and 1857 and one little lot of the l¢ value, on circulars that 
had been overlooked, and there were revenues that had been left, 
but that was all. 

As I went through the bundles of ~etters, unfolding eaCh 
to be sure that there was no stamp on ~t, I ~as ~mpressed with 
the Signatures of well known m n 'that were on the letters and I 
deCided that ~ would try and put it together as a historical unit, 
~f ~ could persuad Mr. ~organ to part with ~t. Tnis I was able 
to do, as no-one in his immediate f~n~ly had either the urge or 
t~e time that was necessary to give to sorting and arranging the 
letters. Add to this the fact that he conSidered me as sort of 
a member of the family and that he knew that I was ~nterested in 
such t~ngs and I think you may see how he happened to let me have 
them. I am quite positive no stranger could have ever gotten them, 
and I am quite sure that they would have ceen destroyed ~f I had 
not come into the p~cture. 

Just now, the sort~ng of 'tbe Morgan letters ~s quite 
incomplete, and ~ t will probably ta10re me a year or so befor ~ can 
get a real sequence out of it - port~ons of ~t haven't been ex­
anuned at all and are st~ll in tho origlnal packages - I am only 
occas~onally reading the letters and even the unimportant ones 
are ~nterest~ng, ~!l that they show what a 1'~ne character Governor 
w.organ ~as and 1nat an act~ve and ell-balanced mlnd he had. 

There are letters from the parents of boys who had gone 
to the War, and from whom there had been no news .for months; 
from persons who had lost all their lorldly goods because of the 
War; from men and women who were out of luck ln every conceivable 
way; from men whO needed jobs, and from the ~1g pol~ticians, who 
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were "play~ng the game ll
• 

The Governor had a courteous answer for all of ~hese 
(1 have tre ~etter copy-books w~th h~s letters in them) and he 
generally paid more attent~on and took more trouble w~th the 
poor manls letters than w~th those of the well-to-do. He comes 
up to my idea of what the word "statesman" should mean. 

Governor Morgan W8.S asked to be Sec. of the Treasury 
by two d~fferent Pres~dents, of the united States - Lincoln 
asked h~m, in ~865, and Chester A. Arthur, in 1882 - In each 
case he decl1ned. 

In addit10n to be1ng the Governor of New York, Mr. Morgan 
was the Chairman of the R~publican NatIonal COmmittee, working 
for the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860. 

What 1S more natural, then, than that he should confer with 
Lincoln before the election, g~ving and asking adv1ce as to wbat 
was necessary i'or the success of the .H.epublican cause. 

Here ~s such an interchange of letters between them - • 

Letter from Gov. E.D.Morgan of New York to Lincoln 

"Sept 17 (18cO) 
Private 

Hon. A. L~ncoln 
My Dear Sir, 

ith1n a few days I have heard fears expressed that 
we are not 11kely to secure a Lajor1ty of the Legislature of 
.lll~nois. vh1le the elector'al Vote is deemed safe l. would l~ke 
to be pretty ful~y adv1sed of the true state of thlngs ~n the 
respect ment1oned. "fe are dOl.ng v'ell here and gett1ng stronger 
caily. Considerable however 1S yet tol3'edone, but it wi~l be done. 

Very truly yours 
E.D.Morgan ll 

To the above, ~r. Lincoln answered as follows: 

Hon.E.D.Morgan 
y Dear Sir, 

"Spr~ngfield,llls, 
Sep.20,18cO 

~ours of the 17th 1S just received - Here in lllinois 
e are prec~sely ~n t~e condition you seem to understand - safe, 

as e th1nk, on the Natlonal and state tlckets, but in d~~ger as to 
the Legislature - How the Natlonal Committee can do anyt~ng in the 
premlses 1 do not quite understand; thO, on this point ~ would 
refer to Mr. Judd. 1 snell confer with some frlends and wlth you 
ag~in soon, sa.ylng no more now than that, in my opln~on, no one 
tr2ng wlll do us so much good in Illinois, as the carrYlng of 
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lndiana at the October election. The whole surplus energy of the 
party throughout the natlon, should be bent upon th&t object up 
to the close of that elect~on. 1 should s~y t~e same of 
Ponnsylvania, were ~t not that our assurances seem so ev~dent of 
Curt1n 1 s elect10n there. 

If I might adv1se, 1 would say, bend all your energies upon 
Indiana now. 

Yours very truly 
A. Lincoln. II 

... 

-l!-The state of Ind~ana elect~on referred to, was held 
pr10r to the Pres1dentlal contest and resulted 1n the elect10n of 
a rtepublican leg1s1ature. 

I think the Lincoln letter may be classed as an 1mportant 
one - It is ent1rely in L~ncolnls handwr1tlng and of course, Signed 
by ~ and covers about a page and a half of letter paper. 

Being a str~ctly personal letter, I doubt that it 1S on .. 
record anywhere. 

There was another lnterchrunge in early 18bl, a8 follows: 

Lette!' i'rom Gov. Morgan of' New york to Lincoln 

His Exce.tlency 
Abraham Lincoln 
Prest. Elect of teL ~tates 

My dear Sir: 

"Jan 19, 1861 

The period 2& nearly at hand when you will decide as to 
the route you \'T'11 take ~n YO'Jr journey to the Seat of Govt, to 
enter upon the d~scbarge of the high dut1es for Wh1Ch you have 
b~en most honorably cnosen by the people of the Unlted States. 

Eel~eving as I do tDat there 1111 be at this season of the 
year, less fatlbue in travell~ng by the ~ay of Buffalo, lbany 
&ncl ~~ew York than by any other route, r accordlnly recolmnend it. 
I mo~t cordially invite you to the Capital, and tender to you the 
hospl~a11ty of the State, and of my home, and respectfully urge you 
to arrange to spend at least one day 1n Ibany. You are aware that 
our Legislature 7111 be in Sesslon at that time, as it is now, but 
you cannot realize the great satisfaction 1t w111 afford the 
members of the Leg1s1ature 1f this invitation shall be accepted • 
.!jut :lot to them lliore than to your nu.l1erous friends in Albany and 
v1cinity, anQ yet to none more than to y~ur fr~end and obed1ent 
servt. 

E.D.Morgan." 

A telegrarr. to Gov •. :organ from Lincoln reads; 

'To Gov. '. D. reorgan-- By telegraph i"rom Springfield­
Feb.4,1861 
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I expect to go by Albany i1l1 w~ite 
A. Lincoln" 

(This ~s on blank of the New York, Ibany & Buffalo Telegrapb Go.) 

The letter from L~ncoln to Gov. Morgan, answer~ng his 1nvltat~on ~nd 
referred to in the telegram, reads as follows; 

USpr~ngfield, III 
Feby 4th 1861 

Sir: 

Your letter of the 30th ult. invit~ng me on behalf of the 
Legislature of New York to paes through that State on my route to 
fiashington , enu tendering me the hospitalities of her authorities 
and people has been duly received. 

~~ith feelings of deep grat1tude to you and them, for this 
testimonial of reg~rd ane esteem, I beg you to not1fy them that I 
accept the invitat~on so kindly extended. 

His Excellency 
E. D. Morgan 

Governor of :ew York. 

Your obt. Servt. 
A. L~ncoln 

p.S. ~lease ler ceremon1es be only such as to take tho least time 
poss1ble. .L." 

(The letter itself 1S not in Lincoln's handwr~t~ng, but ~s s~gned 
by hUll and the postscript and its" .L." signature were written 
by hl.m) 

In connection w1th Lincoln's visit to Governor Morgan's home in 
Albany there ~s a sweet little story -r;bat I want to tell you. 

Governor Morgan had 1nvited some of the important citizens 
of Albany to meet the President -elect at dinner at his house, on 
tre evening of ris arr1val, and ~hen t~e table was set, 1t was 
discovered that there were t~rteen places. Trat au dn't do at 
all, as ~t wa.s considered bad luck and no doubt would disturb some 
of the invited guests, and ~t was too late to ask anyone else, so 
the Governor explainc~ to the assembled company tb~t he had set 
a fourteenth place, so that they would not be th1rteen at table, 
and that his se en-year-old grandson would occupy 1t That grand­
son was my friend .1Ir. ,"organ, a.nd Lincoln :ras introduced to him, and 
took a liking to the cr~ld, and requested tbat he be Given a seat 
next to hL"'ll c..t table, which 'las done. In the course of the dinner, 
he talked 1th the youngster, and finally he !lsked h1m, "Vlhat woul 
you rather be t.ran anytru.ng in the world? ", to which young Morgan 
answered at once, "ltd like to be a Colonel in the Arrrry." II~Vell, II 
said Lincoln, "Next Teek I shall be President of the Uni-:ed States, 
and when I am, I will make you a Colonel in the Army." And, sure 
enough, he did not i'orget ~t, and a vleek or so later, the conrm~ssion 
came f~om the War Department, signed by the Secretary of War and by 
Abraham L~ncoln h1mself, and the boy became a Colonel. 
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I had this story direct 1'rom Mr. r~organ" tre Colonel, 
lumself. Unfortunc tely the conulll.ssion document has been mislaid or 
loot. It may be existent somewheres, in tne hands of some collector 
of Lincolniana. lf it ~s, I would certainly like to hear about it. 

Governor 1~organl s letter to Lincoln, congratulat~ng him 
on his Inaugural Address, 1S 1'1ne enough that I th1nk you 'ould 
to hear it. Written on the day after Inaugurat10n, it reads as 
follows, and 1S taken from the Morgan letter-copy book. 

His Excellency 
Abraham L1nco1n 

~,1y lJear Pres1dent 

"March 5, 1861 

I cannot let one day pess w1thout express~g to 
you the satisfaction I have felt in reading Dnd in considering 

l1ke 

. ... 

the Inaugural address. None can say, truthfully, that they do ~ot 
und rstand its mean1ng. Kind in spirJ.t, 1'1rm in purpose, 
National in the highest degree, the pOints are a1] well made and 
the case is fairly stated and most honorably met. It cannot fail 
to command the conf1dence of the North and the respect of the outh. 

I write 1n haste, but desired to say this much today. 
In con~on with nv~erous fr1ends, I have been trY1ng for several 
years to bring this Government back to the prinCiples of the 
Fathers. I now believe the last effort is a success . 

Faithfully yours 
E.D.Morgan." 

Letter from Gov. E. D. Morgan of New York to Lincoln 

To His ExceJlency 
Abraham Lincoln 
Pres1dent of the United States 

Sir, 

"May 19 61 (N.Y.C.) 

Being temporar1ly 1n this C1ty on PubliC bus1ness, 
I ava1l myself of the opportur.ity to address you by Major General 
V.adsworth, who leaves for Washington by this evening's train. 
~1le I am un illing to take any position that would have the 
effect to repress the patr10tic sp~r~t, now d1splayed in this, 
and other states, ~n support of the National Governmer-t, I never­
theless feel it to be my duty to do hat lies in my power, both 
for reducing the enormous expenses of the aI', and preventing as 
far as possible irr gular and 1ndependant organizat10ns from the 
control and anagement of the r ilitary affairs of the State. T e 
correspondence which has taken place, telegraphic and otherWise, 
between the Secretary of Jar and myself and espec1ally my letter to 
the ecy. of the 15th Inst. h1ch I doubt not your ~xcellency has 
seen, so fuLly explains ho~ matters are unaerstood by me, that I 
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do not propose to add on that pOint, but it is very manifest to me, 
and to other 1'riends, that the author1ty which has been given to the 
Un~on Defence Comr;l~ttee, to send fourteen regiments from the City 
of New York to the Government of the United States, quite inde­
pendant and irrespect~ve 0 the Executive of New York, cannot fail 
to result ~n confusion and serious disaster. Al~eady one regiment, 
(the 14th) has left the State and that without any semblance of 
authority from the Cownander in Chief, an indirect v~olation of the 
M~litia Law of the State. 

More of this ~s sure to follow; we shell all feel the ha~ 
and I cannot for one refuse to raise my voice aga~nst it. An effort 
has been and w~ll cont1nue to be made to get the 38 regiments ~nto 
and ready for at once, wh~ch regiments have been organ~zed 
wltbln the last t irty (30) days; many of them will leave New York 
the present ~eek and all wjll be placed ~n condit~on to meet the 
necessities of the Gover~~ent with all the dispatch the case will 
admit of. The expense for these Regiments, requiring everything 
as they do, will be large, and necessar1ly increased from the 
d~spatch required. If more are needed, I pray you consider whether 
they ought not to be received through the regularly constituted 
author~ties of the State. 

Genera.l W'adsworth will state the case fully, more so than I 
can wr~te it ~n this hurried moment. I may not possess authority 
to control men t'rom New York, who volunteer into the serv~ce of the 
National Government direct, but I certainly ought to possess authority 
over the Military Regiments of the State, one of which left (as 
above) last night and three more propose to move in the same manner 
immed~ately, aSSigning as a reason that they have been authorized 
by the Defence Commlttee I will not dwell longer upon this painful 
subject and which can only be obviated by steps which your Excellency 
alone may take 

I am, dear S~r 
Yours w~th highest regards" 

Following three pages represent one ~nc~dent - A misunderstanding 
between Gov. Morgan and Lincoln - shows this and ho~ it was quickly 
c.leared up. 

To Gov. Morgan's letter of l~ay 19 18bl, Pres~dent Lincoln answered 
as folIo iVS: 

Hls Excellency 
Gov. E. •. organ 

My dear Sir; 

IIWashlngton D. C. M.ay 20 18bl 

Yours of the 19th is received. Your letter to the 
Secretary of 'ar 1 have not seen. To not shirk just responsibility, 
I suppose that I ought to a~t that ~ had rauch to do w1th the 
matter of lhich you complain. 

The Committee CeLe here some time last week, saY1ng 
there were fourteen Regiments in N.Y.C1ty, not within the 38 you 
were orgaP-1zing; that something must be done w1th them,--that they 
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could not safely keep them longer, nor safely d~sband them-- L could 
not see- can not yet - how it could wrl.ng you, or the Regiments you 
were raising, for these 14 to move forward at once, provl.ded yours, 
too, should be received when ready- But aware of my ovm ignorance in 
Military matters, I sent to Genl. Scott to get his opl.nl.on whether 
the thl.ng could be safely done, both as to the question of confus;ton, 
and also whether the Govt. could advantageously keep and use the 
whole His answer was that the whole Should come - of the 14, 5 to 
come rere, and 9 to Fortress Monroe - I thought the whole difficulty 
was solved, and ~irected an order to be made accordl.nly - I was even 
pleased with it; because 1 had been trying 1'01' two weeks to begin 
the collectl.ng of a i'orce at Fortress Monroe, arid it now appeared as 
if this would begin. 

Next day, &; after the Committee had gone, I was Drought to 
fear that a squabble was to arise between you and the Committee, by 
whl.ch neither your Regiments nor their" would move in any reasonable 
time; to avoid which L wrote one of the Committee - Mr. Russell - to 
send them at once. 

I am very loth to do any wrong; but I do not see yet wherein 
this was a \~.'rong. 

I certainly dl.d not know that any Regiments especially under 
your control were to be sent forward by the COmmittee; but I do not 
perceive the substantial wrong, even in such a case - That l.t may 
be a techn~cal wrong, I-can readily understand - but we are in no 
condition to waste time on technicalities. 

The enthusiastic uprising of the people ~n our cause, is our 
great reliance, and we can not safely give l.t any check, even though 
it overflows, and runs in channels not laid dovm in any chart. 

In orderl.ng the 14 .t(egl.ments forward, no intimation was 
intended that you wevoe failing in activity or :.l.n any duty - On the 
contrary, I acknowledge you have done, and are doing nobly; and for 
which I tender you my Sl.ncere thanks. 

yours very truly 

A. Lincolnll 

Le~ter from Presl.dent Lincoln to Gov. E. D. Morgan of New York 

"Washl.ngton, D. C. l!:ay 23, 1861 
His ExceJ.lency 
Gov. E. D. Morgan 

My dear Sir 

W~ll you please state to Gen. Walbr1dge what are 
tre Subst~Lltial difficulties about the IIfourteen reg~ments" com1ng 
forward? I very ~uch Wl.sh to get this matter straight, without 
wrong to the public service or to any indiVidual. 

P. S. 

Yours very truly 
A. Lincoln 

YOU can talk to Gen. W. conf2dentially 
A.L. 
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Letter from Gov. Morgan to Lincoln 

His Excellency 
Abraham Lincoln 

My Dear Slor, 

IIAstor House 
May 26, 1801 

9 112 P. ~:. 

I came to this Cl ty this morning and return in " 
half an hour. J. w~ll ,"vrite you particulars of what I have done 
tomorrow - .Kegl.ments are to go forward by my orders immediately 
to supply the wants of the Govt. at Fort Monroe and at Washington 
as I understand thel.r wants from Col. Franklin to supply those 
expected to have been sent forward by the Unloon Defence Comm1.ttee; 
they will go fast. 

1 :b..ave ordered two reg:ur;.ents from Elmira N • .Y.. telegraph 
today that have been aiting for orders 1'or one Vleek. 

ln brloef, I have ordered 5 regiments to Fort Monroe & 4 ' 
to .. ashl.ngton, beslodes which the Union Defence COmr:1ittee are to 
send 6 

tours very truly 
E.D.1!organ. II 

s an example of a comic letter, here 1.S one of 1858, f'rO~i! the 
Proprl.etors of the 1:assasclt House, the great, old time hotel of 
Sprl.ngfloeld, "assachusetts -

11MI'. :rorgan, Dear Sir; 

~e send you by express tre mlssing boot 
whlch you left here, and wlll you please send the 
one you have 1n your possesslon to us, and we will 
see tnat ~s returned to lots owner." 

Apparently there had been a mixup in the shoes that ~ud been put 
out to be shined . 

1 have selected another letter to r~ad - lt is dated on the day 
Presl.dent Grant Vl~S J.na gurated -
And 1.s Irom General ·,YiJ.liruu Tecumseh Sherman to Gov. Morgan. 

"322 K. Street '"asrington 

l-I.on B.D. Morgan 
\ ashington, 

Dear ir, 

Uch 4 1869 

About a month ago, I had a ~iserable blotch of 
erisipel'ls on rJ.y face. .L thought it waE all vlell l3nd gone, but 
as I sat in tne Ceremonloes of lnauguration I felt it coming back, 
and before 1 left the Capitol it was really most d1sagreeable. 

I hurried home and by ~dvLce appll.ed the solutl.on of iodine, 
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i"'pich so dl.scolorc n!y face that 1 am no longer a fit subject 1'or 
a 0all. I there1'or>e ll1U.et ask you to excuse me f't'cm that 
Comoittee this evening • 

.L t'ee.L certain you can discharge the agreeable duty of 
escortlng Presl.dent Grant fro~ his bouse to the Bal: Room, but 
11' you need help, GenIs Thomas and Terry ere close by you at the 
Club House, Corner of G and .LJth. 

Please hand thiS note to General Grant that he may under-
-.. stand why I illll not on hand. 

I may have to keep inGoors for a few days 

vvl. th great respect 
W.T.Sherman 

Lt Genl. 

El.ther Gov. :n:organ forgot to hand the note to Genera.l Grant, 01' 
Grant handed it acl.. to !:U .. n! e.tter re&ding. In cJ.ther case, I am 
glad, or 1. t vlOuldn't be here. 

Note tl at tbe first t1..r.e Snerman mentions Grant he says ffPresl.d~nt 
Grant" but tL.e next moment he calls hiLl "General Grant". To hi , 
he Vlaf: ulv:E..Y "General'l 1 am quite sure . 

I cannot re~l.st the temptation of showJ.ng you, in no un­
certain way, how this NerJ .lork Hl.storical oClety ItaCe this let.ter 
more l.nteresting -

I'ror. the letter \"'e might deduce that Gov. Morgan escorted 
Grant to the :naugural Eall - but ;e don't really know it. I 
thought ~t v'ould .... e ~nterestl.ng to find out, ~C one afternoon I 
asked. MiSS Barck, t .... e Assi..:.tant Librarl.en to t'J..nd out for me who 
escorted Gen. Grant from his house to the Inaugural Ball, on ti"arch 
~, 1869. That Gen. berman was supposed to have done so but I be­
lieved that 1" ... e had not. 'l'J:f2 NEXT ~v10RN1NGS till-tiL brought 'lle a letter 
saY1.ng that tpey regretted not tel.ng able to find who the escort 
1 rom tbe house was, as they d.l.d not have a file of the Washington 
papers of that dat~, tut they did give the follcwing descript~on, 
taken from the ~I.Y. H ralc. of -:ar:;ch ~, 1869. "At 10.15 the Vice­
President entered the Ball Rooms l.n t~e Treasury Bu~lding witr his 
fam~ly, nnd r .• odestly took the S~1Ortest route to the pri ate room as­
signed to hirl. He VIaE followed ~VIenty m~nutes later, by the 
Prezident, who hu~r1edly passed through the l'ne o~ anAious signt­
seers, LEA.J.LNG eN 'lHE AR~V! OF SEI ATOR ~w .. ORGAN, (tha.t is, Edw~n D. 
horgan, member of the Inauguratio Comml.ttee, and Chairman of the 
Republican Congressional Con .ittee. No quest10n bout l.t, Jr. 
1i orga.n followed the request in GeILr'al ::>herman S .Letter. lSlPT THAT 
S.t.RV1CE? 

A very fine letter from one of America's greatest financiers, 
J. Pierpont .... orga.n, folloVls. Tnis was vlritten in December of 1882 
when !l1r. llol"gan Vias 45 years of age, and shortly before the death of 
Gov. :organ. 
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"219 Madl.'30U Avenue 

My aear Governor , 

I am grectly obli8ed to you ~or sending me a 
copy of your portrait by ~itchle. I shall value it greatly as 
long as I live. 

~ must tel] you how deeply I apprecl.ate your kindness to 
me. 1J.1here is noth.l.ng so 1n:portant to a 'young mal'l or more hig,llly 
valued by hin t'han tl:e confidence of an old f'rl.end and if I have 
been able to succeed in tre stat10n of life 1n ~hich I have been 
cast , I attrl.bute it more than to anythtng else to tne endorsement 
of ~y Fathers frlonds &nd to no one am 1 more indebted for an 
ullwaver1ng confidence from the begl.nnl.ng of my career than to you. 

I cannot express in wOI·ds how deeply I feel it. 

h.th every w1sh for a Happy New Year for yourself and !f.rs . 
Morgan 

Believe me alV'rays gratefully and a1'fectl.onately yours 

Decr. 27th 82. ,. 
J. Pierpont Morgan 

I can only convey to you. a hazy idea of wYlat this .~organ 
correspondence contains, a~ there are stlll bULdles of letters to 
be gone over. 

I have already found the autographs of seven Presl.dents 
of the United Stfites - rt.ost of them on personal letters- Fillmore, 
Buchanan, Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, Hayes, Garfield and Arthur. 

There are letters from all tpe members of Lincoln's cabinet -
·-:l.lliam H. Seward, bis Secretary of State and Gideon 1:elles, 

his Secretary of the Navy; Cameron, and Stanton who succeeded him 
as Sec'>'>et.ary of \'Jar; and Chase, ~ecretary of the 'Treasury and later 
appo1nted Chief Justice all are there - and these men were all 
personal frl.enas of the Governor's. There is a bundle of 100 from 
Se ard. 

Horace Greeley also wrl.tes as a personal friend, and there 
l.S a problem 1n itself - to decl.pher Greeley's hanawrl.ting, WhlCh 
l.8 about the most l.lleglble 1 bave ever seen. 

Thurlow :eed, ~illl.am Curti oyes, Charles Sumner, John 
Big low, Charle l .• Dana , Junius l~organ and t:ll.f! son the late J. 
Pi rpont 'organ, Cornelius Vanderbilt and his son William H. 
Vanderoilt, Jobn Hay, Ham1lton Fl.Sh, Elll.ott Sbepard all these were 
his personal f'rl.ends and wrote frequently. 

All the Generals are there Scott, Fremont, McClellan, 
BurnSide, Sher~n and so on and I have found two or three ~etters 
from Ellsworth. There are some from P. T. Barnum the showman, too, 
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and Henry Ward Beecher, Ol~ver 'J'l'endell Holmes, and Edward Everett. 
That g~ves you an ~dea of what I have already found and ~hat st~ll 
may be there. 

If you are interested to see the Stock ~xchange Price List 
and the letters to Governor Morg&n, you w~ll t'lnd them. ln the 
room at the rlght of the door a~ you enter this building. As the 
letters are \~~~ten on both s~des of the paper, Mr. Wall was good 
enough to have photostats made, so that the entire lette~s can be 
read. 

I feel that thlS ~s a really important find of mater1al of 
national interest, and in closing let me draw your attention to 
the almost unbelievable luck I had in gett~ng it. 

In the f'~rst place, if 1 had not been lnterested ~n stamps 
and seen thtlt ~llustration of the st. Louis stamp and CUT 1'1' OUT, 
and then found out the h~story of the correspondence, I most cer­
tainly would not have located the ' lot. If I had not been on terms 
of grea.t l.ntimacy with tbe Morgan family, I most certainly would 
never have been able to get l.t. 

I believe tb~t the flnding of any lot of old letters is 
apt to be more a matter. of good luck than good management - it 
certainly has been that way w1th me. 

I want to thank the New ~ork Historlcal Soc~ety for this 
opportunlty of telline my story, and my audlence for l~stening to it. 
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REPUBLICA DE CUBA 

SECRETARIA DE COMUNICACIONES 

Negoeiado de Servieio Internaeional y .. ~suntos 

Sr. Stanley B. ~shbrook. 
434 South Grand ~ve. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 
U. S. A. 

Senor 

La Haban2" 
octubre 28, 1939. 

t24D95 

En contestaei6n a su atento eserito de feeha 12 del 
f;"ctuCJl, interesane 0 se Ie ir:forme sobre el significr~do de 
las letras tlNAn y un numero Ifl", L.1areados con tinta azul en 
el frente del sobre que aeonrpana, e1 eual, aparenteraente, fu~ 
iI:1pues to en lTevi York con fecha 2 de abril de l858~ dirigid 0 
a Hr. Pedro llTontolla, Obispo 9, Taoaquer1a de Gas, Haoana; 
c{u:.pleme informarle que a pesar de la minueiosa investigacion 
praetieada, no ha sido posible deternunar 8i dichas letras y 
nunero representan en realidad contrasenas 0 I:18.reas de la re­
eepei6n del sobre en esta Capital. 

Covo pudiera extra~ar a Ud. el resultsdo negativo de 
su solieitu(i], me permito informarle que l~ supuesta feeha de 
imposicion del l'eferido sobre , se remonta a 10.. epoc<1 colof!ial, 
es decir, al tiernpo de la dominaei6n esp~~ en este pais,no 
existi endo en los Archi vos de nuestro De~:..~amento de Correos 
datos fehaeientes sobre el I)artieular Gue Ud. interesa. 

Adjunto se Ie devuel ye el 
sirvio remitir a esta Seeretar!a. 

(Adj. ) 

so del sobre que se 
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10vember 10, 1939 

Mr. St~nley B. Ashbrook , 
434 South Gr~nd Avenue 
Fo rt Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Sir: 

mUD DAY HILL 2-3343 
mUDDAY HILL 2-3365 

In answer to your letter 01' the 12th of this month 
~ish to advise you on the significance of the l etters 
"NA" and the numeral "1", marked in blue ink on the fron t 
or the cover enclosed, This ~pparently was ap~lied in 
Nevil York on the 2nd of April 1858, addressed to Mr • .t'edro 
Montolla, 0bispo 9, Tabaqueria de Gas, tiabana. 

In spite of all the detailed investigation, it has 
been imyossible to determine whether such l etters and 
numeral represent mn reality, countersigns or marks placed 
on the receipt of the envelope here at this Capitol. 

As the negative result of this investigation may 
surprise you, permit me to inform you that the date placed 
on the mentioned cover goes back to the Colonial era, or 
the time of Spanish domination in this country, and in the 
Archlves of our Department, a.uthentic dates or r ecords do 
not exist, on the particulars you wish to know. 

Enclosed I am returning the front cover you s ent. 

Very truly yours, 



Apr. L 1940 MEKE 

rrNA1" Markings On 
First Class U. S. lIail 
To Cuba And Mexico 

By W. L. BABCOCK, M. D., 
Box J 008, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Our subscribers are urged to take advan­
tage of the department "Notes on U. S. 
Stamps". It is a regular feature, and queries 
will be answered as soon as possible. 

TIle short article, with above title and 
illustrated cover in MEKEEL'S Jan. 8, seems 
to have attracted considerable attention. 
Mr. Ashbrook and the writer have re­
ceived additional material for study. The 
belief that the markings NA exists with­
out the numeral and with the numeral 2 
to indicate a double rate have been veri­
fied. On covers with the double rate, a 
blue or black 2 have been seen addressed 
to both Havana and Cardenas, the for­
mer bearing dates of 1856 and 1858 and 
the latter 1852. The cities of origin on 
several covers studied have been New 
York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and 
Eichmond, in the order named. 

Mr. Ashbrook's search of the Postal 
Rules and Regulations shows that regula­
tions governing mail to Cuba and Mex­
ico up to 1870 or 1871 required that all 
first class mail be stamped. It could only 
be prepaid to the Cuban or 11exican bor­
der or ports of entry. At that time the 
U. S. Government did not have a Postal 
Treaty with either country. In most in­
stances, the recipient paid for delivery 
within their country or made special pro­
visions for the mail to be forwarded fr0111 
ports of entry. 

Mannel Hahn states that N A are the 
Spanish initials for "Norte America". 
The single and double rates were indi­
cated by numerals 1 and 2. R. B. Preston 
furnished us an interesting note as fol­
lows: "1 note that in the 70's it was the 
practice here in San Juan (Puerto Rico) 
to rate incoming foreign letters in 'single 
letter postal rate units' instead of in units 
of value or units of weight." Mr. Pres­
ton also quotes from "Spanish Over Seas 
Colonial Postal Markings" by Pedro 
Monge, to the effect that the NA mark­
ing was in use at Havana as late as 1871. 

Eight covers to Cuba studied presented 
the following names of steamships in 
manuscript: Columbia, Muro Castle (2), 
Philadelphia, De Soto, Catawba, Eagle, 
Espenada. In nine covers studied dates 
were as follows: 1856, 1858 (3), J 860, 
1868 (4). 

The NA and numeral was in oval cir­
cle in blue as shown in preliminary article 
on four entires and in black on one. The 
N A and numerals 1 and 2 on the other 
four envelopes were frameless and pro­
duced by two hand stamps. On two cov­
ers the color of the "NA" and numeral 
differed, one in black and the other blue. 
The single rate letters designated by the 
numeral "1" carried a 10c stamp of 1857, 
No. 49a or 49b and Nos. 68 and 96. The 
double rate covers, "2" carried two 10c 
stamps each. 

Mexico: James S. Hardy submitted a 
cover carrying a 10c, No. 68, mailed from 
New Orleans to Tampico, Mexico, per 
"S.S. Sonora". A large and much worn 
numeral 1 was stamped on face and the 
letter was dated Oct. 29, 1868. The N.O. 
forwarding postmark was dated Oct. 31. 
N either the Mexican or Cuban envelopes 
indicated the payment of any inland post­
age by the recipients. 
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~estfield , N.J. 10/30-'40 

Dear Stanley, 

I am glad to have yours of the 28th. For several 
years Arthur Hall has been seeking route agent postmarks on 
the i'.ew York Central line used during a period of about ten 
years following the "ALBANY & BUFFALO R.B." type but we have 
not seen even one. If you run across any we shall be delighted 
to have a peek at it. 

To my mind a route agent postmark indicates the origin 
of the letter, in the sense that it shows the first U.S. post 
office at v.rhich it was received and "mailed". In effect each 
route agent on a one man run was a one man travelling post 
office and performed the duties of an ordIDnary post office 
respecting the loose mail which was handed to him en route or 
which he gathered at mail boeesat xta±XmRX railroad stations, 
steamboat wharves, and particularly from such receptacles at 
terminals of his run wherever there were such boxes at the 
terminals. On a few heavy runs there was a crew who acted 
together as a post office. 

~ 

Each mail contract route had an official number but as 
this number usually meant nothing to the recipient of a letter 
tne routes on which agents were carried ;lad a name v;hich in­
dicated the source of the letter XNM because it was used in 
the a~ent 's postmarK. Chase's statement wnicn you quote that 
the (R . R.) postmark "is not necessarily that of a railroad 
of the period, but rather the two terminals of a section having 

<.~ a railroad post office" has too many exceptions to be perpetuated '-' 
in print . The route n~es bad geographical significance, some- I 

times indicating the terminals of the route, as Chase stated, ,,~/ 
sometimes being the same as the railroad over wnich the route 
opera ted, sometimes being ~he same as a name afterward used by 
the railroad (such as Eoston & Albany), and in other instances, 
such as IIPFILADA H.R." or "BALTL.!ORE R.F." it may have been 
use of the local, unofficial n&me. Such names are fairly common 
in later years, as for instance "M6non", "New Haven", "Reading!! 
IIBig 1I0ur" not to mention others that '/Till probably occur to you. 
Nicknaming railroads seems to have been an early American custom. 

Such railroad names as "Eastern", "Northern!!, ~rurn:im.i:«H:t 
& "SuJ..li van 6G Passumpsic", "VJashington", "Richmond", certainly 
,,'{ere not "two terminals" .o)*" I think IIN.Y. & Eriel! was in use 
long before the Erie line reached either Buff--a1e:-o:r Erie. 21m 

*I!Long Island" ditto. 

In my opinion the "R.R." in these route a~ent postmarks 
meant R(ailr)ad mail) R(oute) or R(ailway mail) R(oute), as I 
believe I have stated in the Pats. ':2hey show that letters bear­
ing them were not mailed in an ordinary post office, Jut were 
~~n~led by a ro~te agent before they reached any ordinary post 
or flce. I thirL.>c t:1e statements in Chase ' s book show that he 
~ad only a vague idea of What it was all about. 

I 
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s tanlev Ashbrook 
C 1A ( SW:*-~ ") v 

10/30-'40 

To sayVthat these markings indicate t hat t he letters 
on which they occur were carried by railroad seems to be a 
weird inter£retation of t he facts. On t he same route and 
often on t he same train and in charge of the same route agent 
hundreds or thousands of other le~t ers were also carried 
Ilby railroad!1. 

AS you point out, the ".t3oston & Albany R. B.1t postmark 
does not always indicate a single con~ract mail route. As 
t here were two operating companies (the Boston & \,,'orcester, 
and the Western R.R.), each railroad company had its o\~ 
mail contract. Probably there are other instances in which 
the route name used in t he agent's postmark CNX includes 
more than one mail contract. The "Albany & Buffalo lt may 
have included contracts with each of the seven railroads 
over which the tlU.S. Express Mailll operated previously, and 
my recollection is that they did not become the New York 
Central until 1852/53. (Too lazy to look up the correct 
date). 

Many letters bearing route agent postmarks were not 
mailed en route, that is, between terminals of the route, 
but were mailed at a terminal. Why should anyone carry a 
letter several blocks to a post office when it could be 
mailed at a steamboat wharf or railroad station which might 
be located across the street? It was a matter of convenience, 
X~ or to catch a mail that had closed at the post office, 
and not to "route lf a letter to go by a specific route. 
Obviously, such letters were "routed lT by the sender in a very 
limited sense. They were not intentionally put aboard the 
wrong boat XNM or on a train going in the wrong direction. 
That is about all there is t o Chase's ide a that they were 
I'route marks". The routMark was to show where the let cer 
had come from (original po~t office of mailing), regardless 
of the route by which it had travelled. The post office 
dept. checked on t~e efficiency of its employees by means 
of the postmarks. If a train or stemboat letter got into 
the wrong mail pouch and didn't arrive at its destination 
when it should, the postmark enabled the post office to trace 
the employee responsible for the rror. 

The marking wasn't applied to show that the letter was to 
go by a certain route, it got the marking because it actuall~ 
had started by that route. The way in which the post offices 
hanaled the mail - their system - required such markings, and 
I have heard of very few instances where they do not seem to 
agree ~ith the postal laws and Regulations of the P.M.G. I 
think Chase paid more attention to postmarks and covers and 
trying to deduce the "why" than to checking the laws and re­
gulations for the reason for the Ilwhy!l. 

For some time before the Canaan tunnel was cut through 
trains went to each end and connection was made by wagon or 
stage coach. Hence there may be route agent markings on the 
Boston & Albany route before the trains went all the way 
p~ough, but I think this was delayed by a row between the 

• • and the Western R.R. for a while. Brief mention top 
of page 590, Pats #24. Data still incomplete h· 

S inc ere lY~'-<"'-'D'"'VJ 
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Your latter of Dec . 21st wo,s not received until Jan. 18th. 
S s sort of oilly to d.elay nn:.1 80 long. 

Glad you lJ.kod the 1847 ar 1elo . 1:t didn't amount to much OIl 
my c'.L't but I did Tant to at into print for the benefit or 
pre ent Gay eoll ctora some of your goo data 0: 1916. Every 

' .. 

once 1n a l" 110 omoon ;anta to borro Tl r:ry only copy of your 1916 
nrt'icl so as to avoid los'-rlG rr:r copy I thought I 10 Id l)'l.lt in print 
so ..... e Of your matcrlal . In addi-c:i.on I hoped it fould stir up SOllie 
into e t and brin r. e sone helpful :1 tems, but so far not'ling ha 
be n sent :1 • 

; tev0 J 0 ··n was rca ly dOin some good work on the 5i lhen he 
elied. He had gone to the -rJuble of having a lot of phot03raphs 
made in Roston of items hO had borroued down East . Ai't l' 1i« death 
I m de n nerious offort to get hold of his photogI' phs . I had 
loaned him a lot of mine but could nOVOl" get 0110 of his . LuckJ.ly I 
ins tructod him to .lUke his photogrs.pher gi va him eV0ry negative . 
Thru Ez Cole I managed to got a loan of these negatives the latter 
part of 'November nd pado ,rints . I am sure I only got a small 1'e1'­
ccntuge o~ chc tot 1 but ruJ:;.: Itl f'ul i'or the onos I ohta nod. I 
suppose thero lero about 35 -stamps in all . Colo tolls me if tho 
balance a 0 located, they \7111 be leaned to me , but . have little 
hope. 

Stevp ~~s ~earch1nG for eorner copies , thus hop1 ng in time to 
ost bl· sh ':Thethor Pl 2 had t 10 pane or only one . Tf he kept any 
note , 1 ha va not been able to get my hands on thorn. ria bl"other , 
L. F . nro mu'''t ue a regular old L sor und he has an :.tdea think 
that photos and notes ha.ve .,0. C valuo . .1aybe 1 ter I m y be ulJl to 
get .. omo pl co 11th Bro thru Gordon Harmer'. Next to you I "'.:;hink 
st ve probably . ade n40 e progress i;;h the 5¢ than anyone eluo. He 

as a ~ecu11ar chap - ant d 11 and ev,rything he could got out of 
me , but iTouldn't eive a SCI' p of ortll \7 110 data in return. let 
h m do & h pl a. ed und enoouraged tL~ to go ahead, ho ins he would 
in t1 e publish 11s tui'f . 

He rding tho Luff fidavit - I thin'! it is be t to forget al~ 
about this . It cited plat of 10¢ as 100 and also stated the Die 
" s d troyed. Did I ever tell you about how Dr Ze]1 established that 
reprints from the Die were made as late as 189. It long story 
but brie ly he took some 0 the paper nd traced it do,vo to the mill 
and definitely eot bl1shed the approx1mat data it was mad, and the 



.. 
#2 . 
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source fron wInch the A.B. Note Co. obtained it. Xou can guess 
what happen d - Ei thor a duplicate di.e was de troyad in 1851 and 
the or ginal was kapt 6 or vies vevsa - or the master t~ansfer roller 
from the die was k pt and a duplicate di made n 1894. This gives . 
th lie to the Lui affidavit, and this with the lOO-5¢ plate and 
tho 1 10¢' plata giv~s me little confidence there Vias any Vlorth 
rhilE) t Ith in th affidavit . If the A. B. :N . had a Die or Roll why 
d~dn't they 10 sama to the movarnment in 1875? 

It is possible they cut th copper' plates in t- 0 and destl0yed 
l1al!' of the IO¢, plate und half of the 5¢ late #2 . But this is all 
conjecture und l ili11 proba ly never i'ind out the tl'uth. Maybe in 
t me vie can find enough corner posit ons to stablj.sh the number of 
platos and. pan s . Steve Brovrn. made d finite rogres alono t s 
line and I ntend to rollo-; . t up. Tho grent _rouble is of cours 
the to"rlble lpress· on . Until 1 ea get some def:.l.nite proof to the 
contrary I pvefer to go on the theory that Plata 2 had two panes . 
lliy print 100 stamps only 6 :'Then by same operav on they could prl.nt 

200? I thi":lk Plate 2 w s me. e in t .. 1Q Spring of 18506 and at this 
time I do not thin Re. ;vdon ,.ms '10 ryin abo lt losin!; tho contract,. 
It soems ore re sonable to s pose a new pluto we. made in urly 1850 
th n late in 1850. e l{now by the impressions of ll:'.te 1849 that 
PI te one \las badly orn and when ,~ cOhoic_sr the del verie up to 

rcn 20, l349, 'Ie can r l~Lze that Pla'~e On lias just about hot at 
that tl e. 

Including the 1 l'ch 20, 1049 deliveries , tho total las 2,,400, 00, 
!~ 12,000 sheets of 200. Here ".s what these figures prove in my 

op1!l' ,n: First - if the plat.e had been steel, or sven a soft steel 
plate, 12,000 i~p e sions ould not be any st,stch of tbo inagin tion 
haVH p oduced the 'lor:.. 1 plate iI!lprossions 1111ch Je kno CEU:lO fran 
tllet39 ~,OOO shoets. The orn COp1('}S tbor f"ore spell eo e~. l'he 
next d 1:l.v ry \7a~ 1,000,000 stanps on ::)'eby 5 , 1850. I1' t e nlnte was 

o b r1ly :vorn aft the above 12,000 impressIons docs it soem reason­
able that tho additional million of .t ab . ~, 1850 all ClUne from • late #11 

ticle on tile 
PPcG.red j.n the Feby 1925 A. P. It a just about 

d I had plenty of trvuble along about that 
old hon9 all T back 'film of the • P . \Vera 
ithout _ 111 f:!.le until only lust summer 

ent d me it a duplicate ~et frich he had. I do not 
eenll ever eing your article and had no idea it x1sted~ Hsd I 

had any knowledg oj _t I certainly Tould have ~uoted it in my recent 
artiel • l va a r cord of the copy you illustrated, having obt .. ned 
part h re and pnrt thero. Th1 copy is no in the S eet collectiun 
of ttlaboro, rass. 

Frank Set had very fino ~ot of 5¢ and lO¢ IB47 . He d~cd several 
years ago and 1 ft hi collection to his son. Kelleher kno~ young 
S aet b, t Dan told me ome months back there uas no chance at p. e~ont 
to borroJ any item. nota you stated the margin measures 7~ • 
The e~son copy as 7 ~. ! fe 1 rathor uro both arc from Plate I • 

I also note you urmised the Payne copy as used in Jar . 1849 . I 
up s you made this eaSl~e ent your If and did not truqt to Doc 

Payn ' s memorandum. sup ase varint10n Of! ~ could b expected 
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and "ould not prove that the two copies were from different plates . 
I al 0 note that in thAssa bicle you suggested the theory that Pl 2 
might have boen a plato of 100. ~~1a calls to ~nd that Perry 
rather leaned to such a theory so now I see where he got the idea. 

Hugh Clark has told me on s(}veral occasions 1n the paot he was 
positi e Ackerman had at one time an original plate proof of the lO¢ 
1847. I don't think Hugh could recall whether it was a proof of the 

hole plate or ust a proof' o' a pane . I never placed much confidence 
in llis tale . believing he was 8. little t lTisted and that what Ackel'm.an 
really had las proof of the He rint plate . I have often wondered 
ho f P rry ever :manag d to plate the lO¢ 184'7 . In fact I st~.11 have no 
idea ho he a comp11shedthe job . ~~en I was last in No York - .rown 
ale - . O'{ . 1st - made a point 'GO lk to Costales about what Hugh 

had told ill years o. Gene ""IUS positive that Hugh ms right and that 
Ackerman did have an original plate proof. Then Souren crone along 
and told me in grout confidonce he was on tbe track of an original 
plate proo of 200 of the 10¢ 1847. Later he r~ote me he must hnve 
been ·1rong anu at ho believ.d the proof' was fram the Rept~nt plate. 
There the matter rests . You CUll dra'{ your OWn conel sions . Y<>ur 
uoss is a..., good 8.;.;. mine . iVllat bob up in my 1 nd is this, how in 

the de?11 did Perry plate the lO¢'? Ana !~r that qu stlon please . 

have the or ginal Perry photog~aphs used in Perry's plat.n8 
article .n the C. C. P. got these from Lindquist several yeurs ago . 
Several ~ee~~ ago I las going ovor ~he~ carefully and nato' especially 
that the great majority of pos:!. ions he illustrated look like the 
stanps ""c:oe urm.sed. Thi.. .. nlB.y m an little and it 1" nean mu,ch. Ii' 
he used copies lith red cam~els then 0. photographer could have 
eliminated the red cancels ·wi ' h a red filter . .f he didn 2 t do these 
tnon Perry used 200 unused copies . all difforent positions or else he 
1l1u tratea plate proofs . One cannot be certain becau~e in his illua­
tratior~ he cut out 0 much.of the stamps - In nearly all he Ii .n ted 
not only t. e llled Ilton but ""ost of the :tabel uTcn Cents . " 

I always t 1.0ught that t .. 1G Ell rson CO.1 was tho or:tg ual discovery 
item, but thiS is rong because you state pOBitive~y in your articlo 
that tho Pa~~e copy las discovered first . My record sho s that Payne 
(i~cov red t s copy so perhaps he is titled to tho credit. I ha e 

letter from i,'red c-chinalzrcidt of D tl'oit utati he JaB on a 
ieit to Payne at the time rayne found the cop and th t Doc offered 

it to him at 700~ but F~ed places the date of this visit ~s the 
A~t of 192. ~olleher told no ho bought thi~ copy!ro Palne ~~d 
s~ld t to S~Get. 

l{ego.rd1n~ the Em rson copy. r d vroto me that thi'" copy Inc dis­
covered by Paulson of C iCflgO - lIe dug up an old letter f OJ Pa.ulson 
dated lov. 29, 1927, st ting ho ha.d .1uo t discoveTed tl e Etamp and 
offered it to him at 250. P ed wrote - It oon af'tol' his Jaoobs en' 
East and sold the copy to orSOIl. I So I guoos thoj.'tc no c.oubt 
the Payne cOP1 10.8 the original. I am SUj:>e Doc would giv~ me the ful l 
history if ~ rotc him requesting srule . 

Doc I manag to ke p friendly w th the hole Dt~p pack. boca.use 
I find it 1 the best POJ. cy. Kon/iaor is not a bud. chap and I have 
nothing against him. I y b do ng him 1 injustice but I think he 
ha the idea he 1s a loading author ty whon ~n fact his knowledge is 
very l1ttle . Ihen it co es '0 actual stamps . his knol1e sa 1s nil . 
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I think perhap you 3udge him by the articles he had written. He 
is quite a likable f llow if you 11:110 him. Very modest and totally 
unlike the average r'k1ke . fl All. the boy do m Ens u seem to like him 
so it is not surprising Larry }!ason is doin~ an aot with him. I am 
on friendly terms \ilth Souren and also with Colson. I wrote you in 
my last ra - the Colaon- Souren f ud - at pr.esent - quiet reigns. 
Colson 1111 do nothing to st1~ it up but I wouldn't be surprised if 
Bouren published so e more Btur~ about the C~~son Rambler . 

agree )11 th you on }.~e.el"z . His book cannot be oompar d to the 
Ridgway and I told him this last sumr ar in Hal'ry. S of'.fice . he went 
~o lunch 'lith Ha.r!'y d I. and he is really quite B. nice chap etc . 

The Hc)en r.ompany a1"'o going to publish e. new edition of Ridg ay but 
no date is set for its a.ppearance . I \lrote them about it months ago 
and th y prOlnised 'to advise l.e ,<,hen it ,.ould bo published. 

He - the Comed Frame Line plating . I have five unplaced positions 
as follow: ,'(13 - 3'7 - 64 - 86 8. d 8'7. r i agino r am going to ave 
one d vi1 of 0. t"me locating any of these . but sti.ll one oan never' 
t 11 and I my strike pay dirt at any t~e. I uish I could show you 
my ork on t):lis pInto. You alone would appreciate it 11lore than anyone 
else. It has beon an intensely ~.nter sting piece of 01'1'.: . '-'hen I 
cnlmly consider ho~ ~ltQnsely I have studied these copper plate stamps 
it docs nound rather silly to ms When anyone expresses tho opinion that 
tho 18~7 ~tm1pa wore printed ~om uteel plates . r! could °1t doun 
wi lih ;r(I':" like Ie wore ,~ant to do n the old days I could "'ho_ you s. 
numbel' of tl'lngs th t prove co or and d1SPDO ra te 1 . Gee but I WJ.sh 
you 'loY ro ovor he e so ','e (;00 \lork to,othel" . I hava a. subjoct Which 
is alnost as j.ntere il'lg as plating. 

It is the m r~ines on U. S. oovc~s used ubroad. It 1s extr nely 
compltcat d .nd a eloup . tudy. How I vr1sh I hc.d you to ork on 
this "'ubj act .rlth me. The sUl"f.ace lla.e not boen scratched and it L a. 
otudJ rh~eh is not only intensely interost1ng but one which can be 
m de +-6 prove very valuable . It is tho only safe method to detect faked 
cove~, You ,ent strong for roreign rates but you never go i~to the 
actua.l '1eanine~ of the ma~k:i,ng and lP..ot vp.rious rat 0 actually meant . 
I have na.::l re 1.!l.I·l~a.bl pro£;· sn Of'. thin subje t in the lurt four yeal~s . 

. intended to ave a second article on the 5~ 1847 in the second 
iSSl1e of the lIC"ta.mp Specialist" but UlS not able to turn It out in ... '.r.!. I hope to havo it ready u1th .,ouo fine illustrations for the 
thir nunber; that is, if cy 1860 Imperf article doee not take up too 
1 uch spac irJ. that number . 

I am enclosing here ith a lett r I r~ce~ved this NO k from Charlie 
Phil11ps. . '.ntend to bOl roW' the items he montioned und photograp:l 
them und ~ite a little article about each one. lil1 you pI ase give 

e the pedigree of th t 0 ~¢ blocks . Surely you can r call the history 
of bothg 

I 10 ld like to q ote you on tho pod:gree of tho e two items 0 
give me all the d ta you can . I run conversant -lith the mention in your 
book of tho Plate 18 c~aok . Phi . I will refer to a~ a plate fln~ 
~:,athcr than a crack. . 
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Dr. Carroll Chase - Jan . 19, 1940. 

Instead of joining the A::o:my' I think you had better come back 
home . 

l'ith b at of I'ogarda and all good '/1 shes, 

Your as ever, 
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l~r . Wa ... I-en H. Colson - Jan.. 2:5 f 1940. 

I am on vel'Y f'I>1endly terme 1/ th Dev 1"a1 of your Ha sau ~t . 
frien s but I am not ,even on speaking terms .1 th the Chicago p rty. 
This calls to mind a $tory my fathel- u ed to tell year 0. 0 , about 
Il verty pI'om nent attorney in my home to m . R dyed in the 
wool democl"a.t and or years had boasted that he would vote for anyone 
:rho ran on the democratic ticket even if it as 101 dog . Then 

Ca..J.3 1896 and B:ryan f.nd the old colonel as bl-oken heart d and sadl y 
stat d he could not 'Vote .fol such a crack o . When reminded of his 
rdent sdher co ~n tho past to the party hi oa t that he 

lOuld vo~ on for a yello - dOG, if he had no othor oho10 b ten 
fl do oc at and El republicp.n, be leplied, "And so ! did, S:J.r, but I ' ll 
b G-- D--- if I Will go an 10 r . II 

ry st xoegards . 

Your etc . , 

ou a i th ;,! 1 . 7, t'- ) 
1 ~ t:> ~;. t th '0 j...... Sl'Wl1 
cup OBO 10r an example, 'V hut 1 n one' OJ . .' yOU!' 

v"''''uec.. ell. nta put t lis c v r p to YO') for or> no"", r ot 'oul.d 
you zu" rcC rd1ng it? !bore wo 11 you u:r tho liSt eh 11 10'1 pp 1e ? 

" r • • •• 

". 
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J.tr . \ art' n H. Colson, 
26 Cl~ ndon St., 

Boston, Ma 

1 Y deat' "arren: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Jan. 1 • 1940. 

• 

Thanl~s .L or the photo of your 5¢ Bisect cover . Uot a "\Tel' 
good r~production ld one haa to use lit';:;lo 1m gJ.n tion to 
reQd the tfVia 1'1" handst mp. If you care to ,end me the c 
I w_ll - e a fine negative foI' you and presen, it 
rtrS' complement • 

I" it ant fOl' tu ...... t Carh~rt cover I ould have IJ.'\j""le 
fa1th in these t 0 b1 ects beCause f'lankly I d ot 11 e the 
grid on eith r one . find I bEtven't a dupl-cate prinv of the 
C 'rhnrt OOV r , 80 I Jill v to hunt up the negative and make 
ono for you. This I ytll do shortly. 

, egard1ng the 3¢ 1869 cov r . PI Elf e bell. :In mind I neVEL' 
cO:1de:r.lnod t cover , bo aus" as you are awer , the only ti.o I 
ever 13m t was at the hotel il'hon you wIre here last Sllm.'ller . 
From tllO illustration I have seen I would hardly say it is not 

bov u picion. 

I m wo~d ring if your ~eferonce to the 5¢ 1857 Orange Bra n 
was the ILleeme.n inCident I told you about some years b 'ck. If }-OU 
1111 refer to back files of tho A. P. you :oTt1. find that Chase and 
pub~iohcd lists s early a the early 920'8 of the earliest om 
e ot' va.rious enrl.r U. S. tamps . :t think theso old lists will 

sho th t the arlie t usa 1e had seen of a stamp from Plate 2 
us 'uy 160, the Jrom, and Jul~ 18 1 of an O~ n a roTon. Naturally 

'than Kleomo.n ell tted co or 0 me in Peb:lluo.ry of 1935 with an 
Orange Brown used in Augus 859 I did not €led anyone t toll me 
tho cover 3 0. 1.'a:: . Hene.... rry d r larran sea no reason lhy yOl,l 
should be und r tho i pre" io you h.d "'iven some ir-Pormation ! 
did not posso s . 

I quite agree arr n that one c rdl~ hav a compre-
hensive knowledbe of st ps by s ~ply studying off1c~al ecoras . 
I 0 think a thorough kno11edge includes not only 0. thorough. und r -
tanding of trun. s , that is , th plates , v rieti s , p ... 'Gssioi.1s, 

various colora , etc . etc ., b t in add1tJ.on, the une" , ro.tes , post 1 
mark.ll B and t official documents of the pOl" ode 1. havo maae 
earn t effort Ion these line bu if have f I d to acquir a 
pr pa . d .... rs ",anding I do not c particularly, b cnuno I make no 
01 1m tha I am any a rt of an oxp , ~ch less an authority. I 
ha. been onest n des!!' to 1 pro e 'Philately in modeot way 
and ~hat contribution I have made from ~ pen are tter of record 
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Ilr . Varren H. Colson - Janl 18, 1940. 

and the philatelic' orld i privileged, so 
to judge 111 or good of hat oontrioo.tions 
kno'ledge or stamps is very meagre 1n ~our 
you will not hold it against m • 

V.ith every good wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

fa~ as I rum ooncerned, 
I have illade. If my 
st ation,"! do trust 
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yo 

• Pr ston, 
P. o. Bo 18v2 , 

S Jua 
Pu r 0 Rico. 

ton: 

A34 outh Or nd e ., 
F'or To. Ky. 

20, 1 :0 . 

1n roc lpt of yours of the 12 h 
to Hava 1n 1848. I ~ather d1 

g 1 the s 1 s1r:dl ." one 
Doe it not read, 

fJ p asa. 
Date 

ric if . 

, 
th 

:rou b e r t t 

1th kind s r ards , 
Co!"dlally your , 
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~~ NA1" 1Warkings On First Class 
Mail To Cuba 

By W. L. BABCOCK, M. D., P. O. Box, 1008, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

(Our subscribers are urged to take advanta.ge of the <lepartment "Notes 011 U. S. 
StaDlps". It is a regular feature, and queries will be answered as promptly a.s possible.) 

Specialists have noted for several years 
the marking shown in the illustration 
without having a clear understanding of 
its meaning. This marking has not been 
found on any other mail than first class 
mai l to Cuba. Practically all covers seen 
wel-e business correspondence originating 
in New York or Philadelphia. Stanley 
B. Ashbrook states that at the lJerio<l of 
use of this marking, Erst class mail pre­
paid with U. S. stamps was only valid to 
the Cuban frontier. Deliveries of mail 
were made by the steamships at Havana 
and further payment was made by the 
recipient on delivery. At the time we had 
no postal treaty with Spain or her colo­
nies. He surmises that this marking was 
applied in the Cuban post office and sug­
gests it may have been a notation of post­
age due. One might further suggest that 
the numeral indicates a single rate. Fur­
thermore, does the "NA" stand for North 

American mail deliveries, assuming that 
the marking was applied at the Havana 
post office? 

It is believed that this marking "N A" 
exists without the numeral and, possibly, 
with the numeral 2 to indicate a double 
rate. NIr. Ashbrook states that inquiries 
were made at the Cuban post office as 
to the meaning of the marking. Cuban 
postal officials replied that they had no in­
formation whatever on the subj ect. From 
the covers studied, the dates covered the 
periocl 1857-1858. The cover illustrated 
is dated Sept. 23, 1858, and is one of six 
from the same Philadelphia business 
house to Cuban correspondents. 

Collectors having covers with this 
marking addressed to points other than 
Cuba, or further information, are re­
quested to write Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky., 
or the writer. 
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RRY BLOSSOM" LIMITED ONLY 
MINT 

JANUARY SPECIALS-
Novelty service .. 1.30 
iful Charity ...... 1.00 

NEW GUINEA # C46-C49 -1939 AlR POST - T his is 
the stunning l>ictorial issue 

whlch carries go ld across the jungles, where a,~iators get 
:r;lO,OOO salary plus Inalada. a nd u r e lil{ely to be central 
figure of a canniba l feast i f they crash . AIR SERVICE 
WJT~ A THRII_L is the.story of TRI. SPECIAJ_ RAR- 7.75 

I 'Veifare issue ... .60 
ial set of 9 . .. .... .62 
ueal 901'tl'R,its .... .52 
sually "PIJe .. ling .. .30 
AGE - Interesting .25 
1939 - Set of 4 ... .30 
TIVE - Set of 4.. .75 

orinl set of 5 ..... 3.25 

GAIl'> OFFER - So get It now ........................ . 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE - You flo n~t ~eulize. what It bi.g 
~Hlyantage tillS IS unt.l you try It 

F THE POSTAGE STAMP 
IVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK, N. Y. Telephone 

ACademy 2-0222 

.flop prsss 
Nst4s 

Coming Issues 
By J. AVERY WEllS. 

French Colonies - Stamp Collecting 
state that 52 new stamps from 18 differ­
ent colonies were scheduled to be placed 
on sale December 4th. The values are as 
follows: 
DahomeY-90c. 
French Equatorial Africa-2.25f. 
French Guiana-90c. 1.25£, 2.25£. 
French Guinea-90c. 1.25f, 2.25£. 
French Sudan-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f. 
Guadaloupe-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f. 
Inini-90c, 1.25f, 2.25f. 
Ivory Coast-90c, 2.25f. 
Madagascar-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f, 3f. 
Martinique-90c, 1.25£, 2.25£. 
Mauretania-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f. 
NejV Caledonia-90c, 1.25f, 2.25£. 
Niger-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f. 
Reunion-90c, 1.25f, 2.25£. 

Washington Notes 
By r1. H. DAVENPORT. 

Items of Interest to Collectors Gleaned 
from Annual Report of Post­

master General 

In hi . annual report on the Post Office 
Department covering the fiscal year end­
ing" June 30, 1939, Postmaster General 
James A. Farley revealed that shipments 
to post offices of postage stamps in sheets. 
coi ls and books totaled J 5,262,089,J47 

St. Pierre and Miquelon-60c, 70c, 90c, 
J .25£, 2.25f. 

Senegal-90c, 1.2:3f, 2.251. 
Somali Coast-90c, J .25£, 2.25f. 
Wallis and Futuna-90c, 1.25£, 2.25f. 

\\ ' e understand that as yet only a very 
few have reached New York. 

Italy - Stmnp Collecting note that a 
short series of three stamps is to com­
memorate the centenary of the State Rail­
ways, the values being 20c, 50c and 1.25L. 

Liechtenstein - Mr. Maury Swartz 
advises us that two Liechtenstein stamps, 
the 2f green and 3 f blue, are to be issued 
in sheets o£ twelve stamps, and were ex­
pected to be placed on sale during Decem­
ber. 

/. 'I 'I . ---------------

'" 
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• Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

February 2, U!40 

• 

I received your letter of January 18th shortly 
after having mailed mine of the 22nd in which I passed on 
some remarks concerning what I think the "Jl A 1" and liN A 2" 
markings probably referred to. 

Although I have no actual proof I am reasonably 
sure that this marking stood for "Norte America, due one 
postal rate". On page 247 of the January AP I show a 
somewhat similar marking that had been puzzling me; now 
with your markings used at Habana I am of the opinion that 
these were applied at Habana and San Juan on incoming 
mail from the states to indicate origin and amount of local 
charges to be collected. 

Unfortunately I have never been fortunate enough 
to see a single cover from the states addressed to PRe That 
may seem strange, but it only indicates how really scarce 
covers are here. Stamp hunters were too active I fear. 

At the period of your covers the "inland rate" 
per half ounce letter was ~ real, with an additional ~ real 
for each half ounce. The marking that I reproduced on page 
247 of the January AP was only saved as a small clipping, 
but fortunately one shows a portion of a Baltimore circular 
(not oval as incorrectly used) postmark so I can assume that 
the original covers were from the states. 

I have a number of foreign incoming covers dated 
between 1870 and 1875. None from the states, but on each 
I find a numeral marking and an equivelant number of stamps. 
When a 1 is used there is one stamp (paying the single letter 
rate); a 2 and two stamps, and one cover has a 3 with three 
stamps. Two such covers are pictured on the enclosed photos. 
Please return photos when you have finished with them. I think 
the cover with the single stamp is a remarkable cover - note 

~. it was mailed in England, missent to Costa Rica, stamped at the 
British PO in Panama (Colon) and upon arrival in PR postage 
due was collected by means of a Spanish Colonial stamp. 

I have sent our a hurry call to a European dealer 
asking for US covers addressed to Puerto Rico. There 1s a very 
slight possibility that I might be able to secure some as this 
chap turns up some wonderful things. Should I run across any 

~r:~e:o:n:::~tion I will adVi;:uii~~~~ 
San Juan, P. R. ~ -...., 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
114 S. Grand Ave., 
~ort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

22 January 1940 

.~ 

In a recent number of Mekeel's, Dr. Babcock 
pictured and commented upon a cover, from the states addressed 
to Cuba which bore a NAl, within a circle. He requested 
that information regarding this marking be forwarded to you. 

J.'here is no doubt but that this is a Spanish 
Colonial rating mark, denoting the amount of postal charges 
to be collected from the addressee. It is in the same class 
as the Boston and New York "British Packet" markings. 

Pedro Monge, in his "Matasel10s Espanoles de 
Ultramar" (Spanish OVerseas Colonial Postmarks) shows a 
similar mark as having been in use at Havana in187l. The 
mark he shows lacks the numeral however. 

I note that in the 70's it was the practice here 
in San Juan to rate incoming foreign letters in "single letter 
postal ra.te units" instead of in units of value or units of 
weight. For instance I have letters, received at the time 
when the domestic Puerto Rican postal rates were 25c rated 
"Itt and assessed 25c due charges. Others are rated "2" and 
50c was collected, and one one there is found a "3" and the 
due charges are shown by three 25c Puerto Rican stamps. It 
is therefore very probable that the cover pictured was "due 
1 real" as the internal rate at this time was i real. Too 
bad stamps were not also affixeQ and cancelled. 

R. B. Preston, 
P. O. Box 1832, 
San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 

I-_____ J 
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Mr . R. B. Preston , 
P. O. Box 1360, 

San Juan, 
Pu rto Rica. 

ear 111' . I'I'eston: 

434 outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas . ~r..l . 

Jan. lS,. 1940. 

YOl-;':> letter of 'vho 9th received and I am pleased to learn that 
the cut erri ved sai'e and that it wa se.tisfa.ctory. 

I run hoping you can help m, out on a little problem. I nl en­
closing you a clipping from - ekeel ' Vleek1y of J .n. 18th. Can 
you t.ell me {hut th t:N All tW .ns? 

So far as I am avare, the "U A" Vias olly used at Havana on mail 
from th U. S. Perhaps I run 'i rong . assumed it meant North 
America but tlls mu t b rong. 

e ha.d no po~tal treaty w1th Spain at the period -his was used, 
h nemail fromtiscouf:I.try.couldonlyb.pe.1d to the Cuban 
Frontier . The Cuban finland' .. as due on delivery. On single rate 
1 tters , we find an II}. A 1" - on double rates an liN A 2" . Variou.s 
types of handstamps w ro uEed at v riou pe iods 1n the 1850's 
and 1860' , conslstin~ of types a.s pe:::a the Babcock cover and 
separate fiN At! and fill! and 112" . I do not ever recall seeing a.. 
triple "3" or a quad 114 . I All mail from thi..., country h d to be 
Ere,,:,a~4 t::Lther to Havana or Mate.nzas . Cuban inland could not be 
prepald in this country. 

No dou'ot the correct answer 1s the equ! valent in Spani" h for 
"Inland postage duo Single rate" or "do ble rate" etc . I have no 
idee. of That the sir'gle rat was n Spanish money or vlhethe the 
"I" OI' 112TI stood for the panish sum or meant "single ate" or 
It double ~"a te . II 

I wrote to the Cuban Post Off1ce DopaI' .ent some ~eeks ago but 
strange to rela.te , they could Lot furn1 h any infoI'tm tion . 

By any osslble Chance, have you any covers tp Puerto Hica in 
the 1850'. or early 1850'~ from the U. S.? l would be int r~sting 
to let:rn ,hat markings uch ems bore and if' th Y rese bled 111 
any way the 8uban liN A l" etc . 

Any-information you can furnish me will be cb appreciated. 

Sincerely yours , 
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CONFEDERATE STAMP ALLIANCE 
--------------------------

No. 

1 
2 

5 
8 
9 

Name 

Antrim, Earl 
Ashbrook, Stanley B. 

Barger, Arthur 
Brehmer, Oscar W. 
Brooks, Hon. Harold C. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Address 

1407 Second st. South - Nampa, Idaho 
434 S. Grand Ave. - Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

144-44 Sanford Ave. - Flushing, L.I. ,N.Y. 
5722 Broomall Ave. - Philadelphia, Pa, 

Harshall, Michigan 

82 Campbell, J.B. Box 1498 - Atlanta, Georgia 
90 Coppock, Dr. Frank Jr. 614 Union Central Bldg. - Cincinnati, Ohio 

15 Dabney, Dr. M.Y. 
17 Deats, Hiram E. 
107 De Witt, Cornelius 
19 Dietz, August 
20 Dietz, August Jr. 

24 Fell, H.L. 
98 Eschbach, James W.A. 
103 Grant, Fred J. 
32 Hofmann, Charles L. 
34 Jones, Joseph W. 
36 Kievit, Basil 

38 Lehman, Howard 
39 Lenz, Louis 
99 Lowe, Ross B. 

43 Martin , Roscoe B. 
89 Mathewson, George H. 
44 Mc Kay, Woodrow 
46 ' Mills, Harold L. 
48 Moses, Milton 
49 Mueller, Col. Harrie S. 

53 
54 
56 
58 

61 
62 
64 

~. 

Nixon, Scott 
Noe, Roland C. 
Parker, 1,Villiam H. 
Peters, Dr. Don Preston 

Reese, NIrs . J.S. 
Reid, R.J. 
Richey, S.W. 

Schumacher, A,H. 
Shenfield, Lawrence L. 
Skinner, Hobart C. 
Smith, Reuel W. 
Weatherly, Earl A. 
Weill, Raymond H. 

809 lilToodward Bldg .. - Birmingham,Ala 
Flemington, New Jersey 

203 Vista Circle - Macon, Georgia 
109 E. Carey st. - Richmond, Virginia 
109 E. Carey st. - Richmond , Virginia 

506 viT . 37th. st. - Savannah, Georgia 
6461 Ross st . - Germantown, Phila. Pa, 

429 N. Las palmas Ave. - Los Angeles, Cal. 
5837 Hadfield st. - Philadelphia, Pa, 

304 Lindsay st. - Bristol, Virginia 
333 Livingston Ave. - Albany, New York 

15 W. 36 st. - New York City, New York 
Box 872 - Lake Charles, Louisiana 

932 Franklin st. - lVatertown, New York 

Forrestville, New York 
Jackson, Georgia 

Box 463 - Lexington, North Carolina 
19 Ferdinand St. - l/i[orcester, Mass 
916 Main st. - Lynchburg, Virginia 
145 N. Main St. - liiJi tchi ta, Kansas 

1007 Hickman Road - Augusta, Georgia 
2235 Cleneay Ave. - Norwood, Ohio 

III Lady Astor st. - Danville, Virginia 
Allied Arts Bldg. - Lynchburg, Virginia 

701 N. Palafax st. - Pensecola, Florida 
Chatham,Virginia 

802 Traction Bldg. - Cincinnati, Ohio 

3239 Huntingdon Place - Houston, Texas 
40 Highland Circle - Bronxville, N.Y. 

621 Salt Springs Road - Syracuse, N.Y. 
78 Main Street - Aubu.rn, Maine 

69 
86 
106 
70 
75 
76 
77 
102 

'Neill, Roger G. 
'Wickersham, Cornelius W. 

E. 3 Irving Park Manor - Greensboro, N.C. 
407 Royal st. - New Orleans, Louisiana 
407 Royal st. - New Orleans, Louisiana 

14 Wall st. - New York City, N.Y. 



July, 1936 

?ar C. S. A.' s: 

OF course, we are all interested 
in the coming American 
Hero Series and gratified to 

learn that one stamp of this set will 
honor the two great Confederate 
Leaders, General Lee and "Stone­
wall" Jackson. Although consigned 
to the least-used denomination-the 
4c.-we may be assured that this 
stamp will become the rarest of 
the set. 

I trust you are reading the arti­
cles concerning the design, which 
have appeared in May and June. 
If you think the suggestion offered 
by the writer of sufficient dignity, 
sentiment and historical value, 
please follow the movement now on 
in Virginia and write your Senator 
or/and Congressman, urging its 
ad9 tion. Yes, write direct to the 
Pre~ident about it. 

o . "le patriotic societies of Rich­
mond and the neighboring districts, 
in mass-meeting, have endorsed this 
design, and the press of this city 
has given front page space to the 
Lee-Jackson stamp with "The Last 
Meeting in the foreground. Fred­
erick Halpin engraved it on steel, 
which fact makes it of singular 
interest to collectors of Confederates. 

Fall in line and help "get it 
across"! Since we are to have but 
one "Confederate" stamp, let it be 
the bear,er of sentiment and peace 
and good will and at the same time 
historic and artistic. 

":-to * 'j(:: 

A membership of seventy-six is 
quite encouraging when you con­
sider the limited object of our 
Alliance and the fact that we have 
never engaged in propaganda or 
instituted an intensive drive for 

STAMP AND COVER COLLECTING 329 

NON-POLITICAL 

candidates. But our roll should be 
increased to twice this number be­
fore activities begin in the Fall. 

Here it is: 

Ashbrook, Stanley B., 64 Arcadia Drive, 
Lakeside Park, Fon Mitchell , Ky. 

Ashburn, Paul, 224 S. Main St., WinstOn­
Salem, N. C. 

Bailey, John H ., Hanbrow Park, Caledonia, 
New York. 

Barger, Arthur, 144-44 Sanford Ave., Flush­
ing, 1. 1., N. Y. 

Barry, R. A., Stamp Editor Herald Tribun e, 
New York, . Y. 

Bemz, Kenneth G., 658 Park Drive, N. E., 
Atlama, Ga. 

Brehmer, Oscar W., 5722 Broomall Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Brooks, Hon. Har,old c., Marshall, Mich . 
Brown, Stephen D ., 233 Glen St. , Glens 

Falls, N. Y. 
Bryan, N. McKay, Custodian Tennessee 

HistOrical Society, Nashville, Tenn. 

Cline, Elmer E. , Auburndale, Florida . 

Dabney, Dr. M . Y., 809 Woodward Build­
ing, Birmingham, Ala. 

D avid, Dr. M. P . von, Box 1181 , San An­
tonio, Tex. 

D eats, Hiram E., Flemington, N. J. 
D elahoussaye, W. 1., 2513 S. Ryan St., 

Lake Charles, La. 
Di etz, August, 109 E. Cary Sr., Richmond, 

Virginia. 
Dietz, August Jr., 109 E. Cary Sr. , Rich-

mond, Va. 
D ollison, John A. , Quaker City, Ohio. 
Drake, Charles H ., Braselton, Ga. 

Faulstich, Fred, 2285 Sedgwick Ave. , New 
York, N . Y. 

Fell, H . 1., 506 W . 37th St., Savannah, Ga. 
Finch, J. T. , Simon, T exas. 
Fink, Paul M. Jonesboro, T enn . 
Freeman, R. T. , 242 Arcade Building, At­

lama, Ga . 

Grannis, William B., 2500 West Linden 
Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 

Ham, George c., 180 Cliff Sr., Naugatuck, 
Conn. 

Hammer, Birchall, 503 Spring Ave., Elkins 
Park, Pa. 

H arris, H arry, John Marshall HOtel, Rich­
mond, Va. 

H ofmann, Charles 1., 901 West Grace St., 
Richmond, Va. 

H dbert, Thos . H. Jr. , 1228 Fourrh Ave., 
S. Birmingham, Ala. 

Jones, Jos. W., 101 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Kelly, Robert S. , 204 Spring St., N. E., 
Nashville, Tenn . 

Kievit , Basil, 333 Livingston Ave. , Albany, 
New York. 

Kraft, Edward, 130 Madison Ave. , Louis­
ville, Ky. 

Lehman, Howard, 119 W . 71st Sr. , New 
York City, N. Y . 

Lenz, Louis , Lake Charles, La. 
Logan , Allen, Overland Park, Kansas. 
Longshore, R. 1., 5868 D e Givarville Sr., 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Mann, Muse Eugene, 1416 Sevemeenth Ave., 
Columbus, Ga. 

Marrin, Roscoe B., Forrestville, N. Y. 
McKay, W oodrow, Lexington, N. C. 
Miller. R. P., M. D., Old Hickory, Tenn. 
Mills , Harold 1., 19 Millbrook St. , Worces-

ter, Mass. 
Morgan, Branch B., 1534 Park Avenue, 

Richmond, Va. 
Moses, Milton, 916 Main Sr., Lynchburg, 

Virginia. 
Mueller, Lieut.-Col. Harrie S. , 145 Main 

St., Wichita, Kans. 
Murphy, Miss Lelia, New Market, Tenn. 

Needham, Hemy c., 89 Hancock Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Nelson, Robert S., 635 Young Sr. , Selma, 
Ala. 

Nixon, SCOtt, 1007 Hickman Road ' (The 
Hill", Augusta, Ga. 

Noe, Roland c., 2235 Cleneay Ave., Nor­
wood, Ohio. 

Olsen, John c., 1922 N. Clark Sr., Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Parker, William H ., III Lady As tor St., 
Danville, Va. 

Paschall, Hillyard, 814 Independem Life 
Building, ashville, Tenn. 

Peters, Dr. Don Preston, Medical Arts 
Building, Lynchburg, Va. 

Place, W . c., State St. , Caledonia, N. Y. 

Reese, Mrs. J. S. , 701 Norrh Palafax Sueet, 
Pensacola, Fla. 

Reid, R. J, Chatham, Va . 
Reeves , Capt. A. R., Sumter, S. C. 
Richey, S:W., 802 Traction Building, Cin· 

cinnati, Ohio. 
Risteau, William John Jr. , 4835 Jackson 

Park Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 

Samuel, J. B., 418 Clark Street, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Scheer, George F., 1411 E. Main Sr., Rich­
mond, Va. 

Schumacher, A. H. , 907 Harold Avenue, 
Houston, Tex. 

Smith, Reuel W., Auburn, Maine. 
Stanley, Bolling c., 217 N. Calhoun St. , 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
StOne, William Carlos, 21 Princeton St. , 

Springfield, Mass. 
Spaulding, H. R., Spaulding's Hotel Cor­

poration, New York City. 
Streeter, Royal A ., 807 C. Ave. , N. W., 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Weatherly, A. Earl , E3, Irving 'Park Manor, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Weill, Raymond H. , 74 Neron Place, ew 
Orleans, La. 

Weill, Roger G., 407 Royal St., New Or­
leans, La. 

Wellford , J. McD., 409 W. Franklin St. ,. 
Richmond, Va. 

Wiseman, Rdbert, 840 Main Sr. , Danville, 
Virgin ia. 

Woodward, M. c., 120 N. Daisy Street, 
Morristown, Tenn . 

Womack, C. R. Jr., 212 W. Broad Sueet, 
Cookeville, Tenn. 

AUG. DIETZ, Pres. /Jro tem. 
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Telephone 

Murray Hill 3·0559 

lr. Stanley Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas, 
Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

22 East 35 Street 

New York City 

l"larch 7, 1940 

The ~4ERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY was started by 
the New York Philate lic SOCiety with Vol I #1 liilarch 1, 1868. 
This ran to Vol XII #156 of Dec. 20, . 1878 when thetitle 
was changed to Al"lERICAN JOURL\JAL OF PHILATELY AND COIN ADVERTItiER 
and was published by Scott & Co. Under this revised title 
the publication ran from Vol XIII #1 of Jan 1879 through 
Vol XX r arch 1886. During thissecond phase, the paper appeared 
as a quarterly, in fact during 1884, 1885 and 1886 there were 
only two issues in each of these yars. 

THE ~·mRICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY-- SECO!D SERIES 
was started by Scott St~lP & Coin Co. with a new numbering 
scheme. in 1888. Their Vol I #1 was isued in February 1888 
and they ran the publication continuously through to Vol XIX 
#12 which is dated Decembe 1906. There were 228 issues in 19 Volumes. 

Our duplicate stock can supply Vols. I-II-III-IV-V 
VIII-IX-X-XI of the original series. 

On the "SECOND SERIES" we can supply the entire 
publication from Vol I #1 to the end Vol XIX #12. Of these, 
a number of volumes are bound in the original binding Viz 
Vols IV-V-VI-IX-X-XIII-XIV-XV. Vols I and III are also bound 
but not in sam type binding as the originals. Volumes .TII-VII;'VIII 
XI-XII-XVI-XVII-XVIII and XIX are unbound tre same as the 
volumes we recently sent you. 

We would make a price of thirty (1)30.00) dollars 
for the volwnes of the ORIGINAL SERIES we have tooffer and on 
the SECOND SERIES we would make a flat price of twenty (~20.00) 
dollars shipping BOUND volumes wherever we bBdthem, otherwise 
unbound. Since you already have some of the volumes, we 
would allow you for these at rate of #1.00 per volume for those 
which you have and not ship duplicates. Inother words, the complete 



Mr. Stanley Ashbrook Page #2 ar •. 7, . t 40 . 

SECOND SERIES would cost you eighteen (~18.00) dollars since 
you already have two of them which we just sent - Vols X and XII 

We believe th1ll. these prices are very reasonable for 
a complete set of this SECOND SERIES as it is a valuable 
reference work and would be an addition to anyones library. 

v'/ill be glad to send along anything you desire in 
way of single volumes, but we could only furnish UrBOUND 
volumes in these singles. The offer made above is more to 
your advantage since we are off ering BOUND volumes at price 
of unbound ,\<>lhen they are available, \-lhne th9 entire set is 
taken. 

Yours very truly 

THE COLlECTORS CWE 

~o~ 
WLH:H For Library Committee 
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FOR INFORMATION OF Stanley B . ARbbT'ook 

FROM CLARENCE WI LSON BRAZER, REGISTERED ARCHITECT 
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liONS PLAZ~ 3.1107'7 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET . 53RO AND 84TH STS. 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq., 
434 S. Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

May 16, 1940 

In my desire to give you a full and complete answer to your two 
letters I overlooked one point; that is, in regard to the 24¢ '60 
and #70b. 

I think you can realize that as one grows older his viewpoint on 
many things change. I have come to the conclusion I am not handling 
any stamps until a certainty in my own mind has been established as 
to the soundness and correctness of what I offer. Knowing these two 
stamps to be frequently misclassified I deliberately refrained from 
handling them until the Philatelic Research Laboratories have proTided, 
through their study, an absolutely certain means of providing correct 
classification. 

I also forgot to tell you about Mr. Martin's 24¢ invert block. It 
might interest you to know that Mr. Lichtenstein did not request the 
block to be exhibited in New York, and that at the lest moment the 
committee at Washington prevailed upon me to show it there. I cannot 
help expressing a little disappointment about the Collectors Club 
exhibition. Here was a great opportunity to do something for the public. 
The New York press gave preliminar.y plans a big write-up and everyone 
was under the impression that the public would be invited, and when the . 
exhibition was finally held it was limited to members and a limited number 
of guests. 

When one of the members invited me as a guest I could not refrain from 
telling him how I felt in the matter. Here was the opportunity for what 
has been called the foremost collectors organization in the country to 
do something for the public on the most momentous occasion which has 
as yet taken place in postal history, instead, it was bPndled as a 
"closed corporation". Of course, the excuse was limited facilities for 
display, but an organization like the Collectors Club could easily have 
secured larger quarters for such an event. I feel they fell far short 
of what was expected of them. 

If I had knom what it was going to be I would not have hesits.ted to spend 
a few hundred dollars and with the assistance of many of my friends put 
on an exhibition for the real collecting public. giving them an opportunity 
to see the things they ree,d about for to some people there is quite as much 
pleasure in looking at stamps as in actual ownership. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 
Sincerely Yours, 

SY;bs ~n.f· 'S 



PHONE PLAZA 8.11077 

Y. SOUREN CO. 
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

Stanley B. AShbrook, Esq. , 
434 S. Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

394 PARK AVENUE 
BET . S3RO AND S4TH tlTS . 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

May 15, 1940 

There are two letters of yours which I have to answer. I had intended answer­
ing your first one before this, but have been so extremely busy so I will reply 
to them one by one. 

For quite sometime I have realized that your time and knowledge haVe been entitled 
to more than words of praise, and that you were deserving of substantial acknow­
ledgment. While I have not told you of this and would not if you hadn't written 
me so frankly, when Mr. Carhart told me you had some intention of establishing 
yourself in New York I made my effort to see that he would receive your support 
in obtaining stamp. for his collection. I know that he has purchased a number 
of items from you, all of which are appropriate for his collection. In order to 
do this I purpSsely refrained from showing him anything I might have in the lines 
of his interests, and recently when I would bring out a few things all he could do 
was query why I had not shown them to him before. That, however, is beside the pOint. 

I want you to know that I am one who admires your accomplishments and capacity for 
philatelic research, co~~led with your efforts to raise the level of philately. 
Anyone who labors to the extent that you do becomes a candidate for the poor house 
by devoting the amount of time and effort you have done without compensation. I 
have made my own sacrifices since the Laboratories were established. Of course, 
certain petty individuals have been trying to discourage the Laboratory by pre­
senting problem after problem of petty nature, trying to discredit the activities. 
It has even gone so far as to report to the federal authorities that the Laboratory 
activities were illegal. A conference of two hours was sufficient to convince the 
government authorities that the work done in the Laboratories is not alone a benefit 
to philately, but of assistance in some of their work, and as a result of this 
conference we, not alone, have permission to continue, but the active support and 
encouragement of certain government departments. 

As a result of this I pay absolutely no attention to certain sources which are 
trying to tax my business to such an extent that I would be compelled to give up 
the Laboratories. However, whatever we are doing will only be given to the public 
through open publication. The Laboratories are still in an embryonic stage, but 
enough has been accomplished to change the entire aspect of philately. I don't 
have to tell you what effect it has on the many who are posing as experts. However, 
the work of the Laboratories has been sufficient to cause me to approach any 
subject without any preconceived opinions. 

The reason I wrote you in regard to seeing your name in the Harmer catalogue is 
that I have been preaching certain things; whether I am right or wrong I maintain 
my principles. You undoubtedly know that every three weeks or so we hold mail 
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sales. In the various collections offered there ere occasional examples of stamps 
which, today. we cannot accept as regular postal issues. Eefore we had no reason 
to question these as stamps, and since they were generally accepted, we listed them 
on a basis of Scott's catalogue. Now, since in our own minds we are fully convinced 
that such items are not postage stamps, we stated so in our catalogue; and curiously 
enough have been receiving higher bids for the things. 

Well, as I said. before you have to make a 11 ving end through your own labor, and 
I congratulate you on that stand. Now, to the second letter, you can see from 
what I have written before that the work of the Laboratories has shown definitely 
that there is a great deal of knowledge which must be lIunlearned" regarding 
previously held conceptions of certain United States stamps. 

The question you bring out most prominently is that of the 3¢ pink. I distinctly 
remember the book you brought to my office not so long ago in which you had graded 
3¢ 1851-61 according to color. Almost immediately I took ~ private collection 
and went over it very carefully. To speak frankly, I questioned mentally sooe of 
your classifications. I brought out a mint block of 3¢ pink, but did not mention 
about the quantities of the used stamps which I have. The Laborat~ries have worked 
for days and days to uncover a means by which a 3¢ pink can be determined accurately. 
They have found that eyesight is one thing and scientific examination another. These 
tests have shown that the stamps of the IIpink" classification are printed with an ink 
the pigments of which are entire~ different from the rose pigments. The ink is of 
a distinctly different character. 

Every stamp in the book sent Mr. Ireton offered as pi~~ was printed with the ink 
of this distinctive pigment, and did not involve eyesight. Do you think we would 
have sent them out without confinnation of the pigment? One cannot use the "pigeon 
blood pink" as a criterion. It is a beautiful color, of course, but only one of 
many shade variations in this stamp. I know the color well. I have at least two on 
cover, but to compere the "pigeon blood" with ordinary pink shades is like comparing 
quintuplets to a normal birth. Do you know of My' dealer who could give such a wide 
selection of the rare stamps included in the book in selected condition? There is 
a difference between advertising an item and supplying it. We don't advertise unless 
there are at least 100 specimens on hand, and they are all confirmed before being 
offered. 

If I recall correctly you had a 3¢ pink with a peculiar cancellation used at 
Cooperstown, New York. The shade of the stamp is distinctive and as far as I know 
has not been found used from any other town. I conclude from this tha~ the stamps 
were all from a single cons1gnment, perhaps experimental. I would ~e$t that you 
take this stamp and hold it before a strong light and you will see something interest­
ing. It is a good example of how one can be fooled by his own eyesight. 

I agree thoroughly with you that one must have the knowledge and background before 
he can undertake the study of stamps on a basis of scientific research. Strictly 
philatelic factors cannot be introduced whether one is studying the 3; pink, the 
shades of the 1847 issues, or any variations. There are means or determining color 
in terms of mathematic equations. Th&se, however, will reflect only the actual color 
of the stamp when examined, and cannot take such factors as soaking, light and 
extraneous causes into consideration. For this reason, pigment analysis is the most 
certain means of color determination. 
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I am not doing any of this work for praise or credit. I can tell you that I have 
a personal collection of early United States stamps. the value of which runs into 
over seven figures. The Laboratories exist to check my supposed knowledge of stamps 
and that of others against basic physical facts. It has been distinctly proven to 
me that one cannot rely entirely on eyesight or experience. The laboratory study 
of stamps goes far deeper than that. 

In the past I have let myself depend to some extent on the knowledge of others-­
some who call themselves experts. The experience has been almost universal. that 
after I asked a question that might enlighten me to some extent. they loudly pro­
claimed directly to my customers: "1 taught Souren all he knows about stlJI!lPs lI • 

However. whatever I know, or don't know, about stamps does not enter into the work 
of the Laboratories. It is up to them to uncover facts independently, and any time 
you or Mr. Ireton happen to be in New York it will be a pleasure to show you some 
things of unusual interest. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

:By 

SY;bs 

P. S. There is a rather contradictory statement in your letter that I cannot 
quite understand. In one I8ragraph you mention "Every stamp bought and sold cannot 
be submitted to a laboratory examination nor be submitted to authorities on proper 
catalogue classificat ions. " In a paragraph la.ter on you state" If a dealer does 
not know a pink, etc ••• is there any reason why he ~dn' t submit such things 
(of which he is ignorant) to one who is qualified to pass on them?" It seems to 
me that the Laboratories are capable of detenn1ning such questions on any contro­
versiel stamp. 

We should like to see the two bank note stamps you mention, but as the Laboratories 
ere so occupied with remunerative work it is hard to say when an examination could 
be completed. If you don't care how long it takes you might send them, but if the 
examination is going to be complicated, like that involved in the Knapp lO¢ II shi:f't" 
we might feel compelled to decline the examination at this time. 

/ 



April 16, '40 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 
lowe you several apologies for not 

sooner answerinb your kind letter of Oct. 
5th, 1939. I ask you to believe that no 
intentional discourtesy is at the bottom of 
it. The fact is, I have been very much 
upset for more than a year by Mrs. Sampson's 
long sickness. She was in the hospital nine 
months in serious condition. Now that she 
seems on the road to recovery, I am begin­
ning to catch up on stamp matters. 

I have enjoyed and profited by your 
article on the 1847 issue in the first Stamp 
Specialist, and hope y~u will contribute moce 
to that publication soon. You might possibly 
make some interEstin~ discoveries among the 
bunch I have assembled. The next time you are 
East, if between May 15th and Oct. 15th, why 
not run up to Maine and put in a few days 
going over my stuff? I have eleven volumes OJ 
1647's mounted, large~y covers, and c~nsider­
able unmounted material. 

My summer place in Maine is only over­
night from New York. Leavin New York at 8:30 
P.M. you can be in my dooryard by 10:30 the 
next morning. Believe me, I'll be real 61ad 
to have you come, and am inclined to think 
you wi 11 find enough of interest to compensa tl 
you. With all 
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GEORGE R . M. EWI N G 

52 VANDERBILT AVENUE 

NEWYORK, N . Y . 

stanley B. Ashbrook , Esq., 
434 South Grand Avenue , 

Fort Thomas , Kentucky. 

Dear 111'. Ashbrook:-

May 15th, 1940. 

If you'll pardon my method of crashing 
through your front door - I'd like to express my humble 
thanks and appreciation for the perfectly swell manner in 
which you arranged and described the sections of my collect 
-ion that 1~ . Harmer sent you. 

I know , perfectly well , that you only 
bothered with it through your friendship for r:r. Harmer, in 
consequence of which fact I don't fit into the picture. 
Neverthe less, I'd feel remiss in my obligations if I failed 
to register my own feelings direct . 

It is a new experience to me to sell my 
strumps and it's a bit har d to see them broken up, never hav­
ing contemplated the necess:ty when I was gathering them. 
Yet - I have had so many friendly hands extended to assist 
Iv'f.r . Harmer in seeing that they are displayed to the best 
advantage that it leaves me stumbling around in my attempt 
to find the words to express my appreciation, and the know­
ledge brings a considerable amount of consolation. 

So please accept my thanks for your 
share in it , and no one knows better than myself what you 
did , because I know the scrambled mess that was sent to you. 
r had never mounted my 19th century because I was still gath 
-ering them when I decided to step aside. 

Also please accept my personal regards. 
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TERMS OF SALE 

All stamps are sold by the lot for cash to the highest bidder. 

Every stamp in this sale is warranted genuine. 

Claims, if any, must be made within 3 days after receipt 
of goods. 

Lots described with defects, cannot be returned. 

All lots bought by room bidders are to be taken up and paid 
for within twenty-four hours. All mail bidders unless they are 
known to us or send us acceptable commercial reference, will be 
notified of the total of the lots secured for them, and upon 
receipt of the amount due us, their lots will be forwarded. 
Credit terms must be made before the sale. 

The right is reserved to withdraw any lot prior to the sale. 

We charge no commission for purchasing at our sales, but 
charge cost of forwarding and insuring or registering lots 
purchased. 

The stamps in this catalogue will be exhibited at our offices, 
No, 68 Nassau St., New York City, until the day of sale. 

Priced catalogucR of this sale may be had for 50c. 

Orders may be noted on the bid slip. 

KINDLY SEND US YOUR BIDS EARLY. 

Prospective bidders known to us, who desire to see any of 

the lots, may have them sent for inspection on request and pay­

ment of postage and registration both ways, but no lots will be 

!!ent out within a week of the sale. 
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f::;a1alogne 
63rd Au~tion Sale 

Tuesday, October 10,1939,2 P. M. 

UNITED STATES. 

1845, New York, 5c black on bluish, unsigned, horizontal paIr, "7 . 
fine margins, blue pen cancel, very rare (17f), (9x 1 f) 300.00 ... ~ 

2 - - unsigned on thin white, red "Paid" ',cancel, 'Very .-; 
scarce, (17f), (9xlf) 150.0oJ";../" 

3 - - unsigned on thin bluish, all margins, blue pen cancel, 'L 
very fine, (17f), (9xlf) 150.00 .70'-

4 - - signature type III, horizontal pair on white, large mar- • 
gins, very rare 200.~~ ,. 

5 - - on. vertical ribbed white, signature type . III, unused, r: .(~ 
very fme 150.00 "::J ~ 

6. - - double transfer on gray, signature type III, unused, 
very fine 150.00S 1f t) 

7 - - vertical stitch watermark, signature type V, close at 
right, very rare, uncatalogued, only one known thus far ~-

8 - - variety of signature I. C. M., very fine, very rare, un- ~ (0 

S 9 
c;, 10 

11 
12 

S 13 

catalogued, unique 
- - reprint on white, NO.9 on plate, unused, superb 
- - - on blue, No.1, superb 
- - - on blue, No.6, superb 
- - - on blue, No.8, shaded stock, superb 
- - - blue on white, superb 
- - - brown on white, No.1, superb 
- - - scarlet on white, superb 
- - - green on white, superb 

c 14 
~ 15 

16 
17 1846, Providence, 5c black, block of 4, superb, (18), (lOx!) , ,... 

unused, very rare 100.00 v", 

18 - - horizontal pair, superb 45.00 /4'1>-
19 - - single, large margins, superb 20.00 lg:-

- - cancelled usual pen check, very rare Y1'! Oz75.00 , 3 _ 
V 2 - - tOc black, (19), (lOx2), unused, superb 90.00 b 

22 1847, 5c brown, (28) unused, o. g., gum crease, very fine 75.00 f r-
23 - - large margins, red grid cancel, very fine 9.00 &0 
24 - - red New York PM, scarce 9.0 ~ 
25 - - horizontal pair, blue cancel, superb, very early im-

pression 
26 - - blue grid cancel, very fine 
27 - - seal brown, blue cancel , superb 
28 - - blue "Paid" in oval cancel, very fine 
29 - - blue numeral "2" in circle cancel, very fine 

30.00 .;s-
10.00 S . .,-
10.00 «1',-, 
18.00 IQ-

36.00) I t 
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30 1847, 5c brown (28), slanting numeral "5" in blue cancel, 
very fine 

31 - - numeral 5 in circle, blue cancel, slight crease 
32 - - orange shade, fancy blue "5" cancel, superb 
33 - - magenta "Hartford" pmk., also light pen check, very 

fine, very scarce 
34 - - scarce shade, black grid cancel, superb 
35 - - orange, creased before printing, red grid cancel, a 

rarity, very fine 
36 - - black brown, horizontal pair, large margins on piece, 

36.001t.. .... 1) 

36.00 . 
37.0024_~ 

17.50 '-
17.50, '" 

85.00 j "'~ 

nicely pen cancelled and tied red Cincinnati postmark, !~ ..... 
very rare 32.06 

37 - - brown orange, three large margins, close but clear of /1 • 
design at bottom, black grid cancel, very scarce 38.50' ·~ 

38 - - double transfer top, red cancel, very fine 35.00 11-
39 - - double transfer top and bottom, red cancel , very fine 35.001.\ -::;:: 
40 - 10c black (29), unused~ gum, superb, very rare 150.00 SO.) ~ 

'" 0 41 - - very lightly cancelled in red, superb 32.50 2~~j.. 

~ 
42 - - another red grid cancel, very fine 32.5016.\""1) 

... 43 - - blue "Paid" in oval cancel, very fine 77.50 3~ q-o 
• I JJ. 44 - - stick pin variety L 52 on plate, blue grid cancel, very T 
VJL fine 105.00 t:::D 
.. ~l 45 - - white paper, black town cancel, very fine 100.00",,,-
V"fQ, /;46 - - black grid cancel , very fine 60.00 2.. ~ -

\ \ A {,"-11 1851, Ic blue, type 1B (30B), large margins, lightly cancelled, 7.r~ 
~~ , very fine looking but has thin spot 150.00 ';( ..... 
(' ~J 48 - lc pale blue, type II (31), Plate 1 early, black grid can- J 
,:>U V 

(. eel, very fine , very scarce --1>.iL 
f\ • 1...irt 49 - - blue, type II, black town cancel, very fine 7.00 .fO 
O~',--' 50 - - type IV, ornaments complete top and nearly complete fL_ 

bottom, fine appearance but thin I~ 

~g)- ~ 

j~ 
\fl~ 

~( 

". 

51 - - double recu ts top and bottom, black town, light crease, 35.00 11-
very fine 

52 - - recut once top, twice bottom, black grid cancel, su­
perb 

53 - 3c red (33), unused, no gum, very fine 
54 - - dull red, laid paper, close at top and right, black town 

cancel, very rare, out of McDaniel collection 
55 - - horizontal pair, left stamp GENTS, No . 66RH, very 

scarce 
56 - - on surfaced paper, horizontal pair, black cancel, -ETS 

HARB- , a great rarity 
57 - - strips of 3 horizontal, five shades used 
58 - - five strips of 3, used 
59 - - 3 vertical strips of 3, used 
60 - - two strips and a block of three , used 
61 - - five pairs, used 
62 - - five pairs, used 
63 - - five pairs, used 
64 - - five pairs, used 

9.00 {O 
5.00).. V 

10.30 '1) ~ 

. ..(0 
22.50 !,.{o 
22.50 L.(Q 
13.50 I 

13.50 'f- ..r 
17.50 ! SO 
17.50 ($'D 
17.50 .s 0 

17.50J~/ 
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17.50 fg-o 1851, 3c red (33), five pairs, used 
- - five pairs, used 
- - five pairs, used 
- - five pairs, used 
- - six vertical pairs, used 
- - six vertical pairs, used 
- - eleven picked s ingles, \'ery fine, used 
- - twelve picked singles, very fine, used 
- - twelve picked singles, blue cancels, very fine 
- - twelve picked singles, very fine , used 
- - twe lve picked singles, very fine, used 
- - twel ve picked singles, very fine, used 
- - twelve picked singles, very fine, used 
- - eleven picked singles, very fine, used 
- - nine picked s ingles, very fine, used 
- - s ix extra fine singles, very fine, used 
- - pair and five singles, Railroad cancellations, 

blue, red, very scarce 

if 

17.50 
17.50 
17.50 
21.00 L-
21.00 -

1-
'37-L-

-;J-i3-
3~ 
;:,~ 
3 1'1_ 

3,¥-
3/...11_ 

black, ( !.2J!? 
- - unlisted crack across face, large margins, red grid can- J __ 

cel, very sca rce ~ 
- - crack 94L5, al l ma rgins, lightly cancelled, very fine 35.00 '..J-
- - line through "Three Cents" black town cancel, very 

fine 20.00 rO -
- orange brown, two black, two blue cancels, ve ry fine 11.00 :;;.v 
- 5c red brown (34) , vertical pair, black N. O. postmark, 

very fine 250.00 I '10-
- - single, large margins, black N. O. postmark, very fine 37.50 \q 5'0 
- tOc green (35, 358), vertical pair, top stamp type III, • 

bottom type I, black N. O. postmark, margin close at left , ( _ 
but very fine and rare 91.25 

- - type I, New York clipper cancel, very fine 40.00 , 7J.() 
- - type II, horizontal strip of four, close a t bottolll, right 

stamp light crease, black N. O. postmark, fine and very " 
rare 120.00 

- - - horizontal strip of four, close at bottom, large mar-
gins, top ~ho\Vs parts adjoining s tamps, black S. F. pmk, I) 

very rare 120.00 ~'" ~ 
- - hori zonta l pair, very large margins, black Shelburn 

Fa lls pmk., very rare 30.00 1 i....-
- - vertical pair, top stamp type III , bottom type II, black 31.25'1. t(-

grid ca ncel, very fine 
- - si ngle, superb 7.5d\1 
- - N. Y. Clipper cancel, very fine I ~ (' 
- - black Steam Ship ca ncel, very fine, rare 40.001,J -
- ~ horizontal pair, right stamp double transfer, ve ry early ',) I _ 

impression , superb , very ra re 42.50 
- - dark g reen, double tra nsfer, light postmark, superb 20.00 I ').Jo 
- - yellow green, double transfer . New York pmk, black, 

superb "'0 20.00 {~ ~ 
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100 1851, lOc green, type II, blue grid cancel, much underpriced, 
superb 

101 - - type III, green, unused, no gun..1 very fine 
102 - - horizontal strip of three, close left, black grid cancel, 

very rare 
103 - - horizontal pair, black grid, large margins, fine, scarce 
104 - - red Paid and part black postmark, very fine 
105 - 10c green, type IV, horizontal strip of three, center stamp 

3Rl, the only recut on misplaced transfer in righthand 
pane, unused, o. g., large margins, superb and a great 

I 
9.00 

60.00 t!...-

67.50 , -
32.50 1('" 
17.50 (.1 r 

(\' 
rarity 1500.00 

106 - - - vertical strip of three on piece, tied black New Or­
leans Aug. 3, 1857 postmark, top stamp recut top and 
bottom, center stamp recut top, bottom stamp type III, '0 
Nos. 64, 74 and 84 L1 on plate, close at top, crease be- \ 11- ./ 
tween second and third stamp, very fine appearance and 
a great rarity 600.00 "1 / 

!.Alb 107 - - - horizontal pair, left stamp recut top, 3 Rl, black ( 
-6 N. Y. pmk, very fine, very rare 150.00 

108 - - - horizontal strip of three, center stamp recut top, 

~
~ 86Ll, the stamps have been partially severed showing 11" 

method of separation before perforation was invented, 
black Phila. pmk., superb, very rare 270.00 

109 - - - horizontal pair, right stamp recut bottom, 54L I, \t., 
close at bottom and right but a fine and rare pair 157.50 

110 - - - recut top 3Rl, red cancel, small corner cr.ease, ~ ~ 
mre 8~ 

III - - - recut top 65L 1, nicely pen cancelled, superb 75.00 -
112 - - - recut top, 74Ll, margins all around, except top 80.00 L r-_ 

left corner, blue town cancel, very rare i).J . 

113 - - - recut top 86L 1, black Colombia, Cal. postmark, " 
superb 75.00 ., 

114 - - - recut bottom, 54L I, black and red foreign pstm' l 

very fine 
115 - - - recut bottom, 55L1, black pstm. , very fine 
116 - - - recut bottom, 76L1, black pstm., very fine 
117 - - - recut top & bottom, 64L1, fine appearance but small 

85.00 2./1-
75.00 3 'r'-
75.00 11 -

scissors cut and creased, used 125.00 
118 - 12c black (36), strip of three, heavy black grid cancel, 

close at top, a rare piece 42.00 ' 
119 - - horizontal pair, all margins, light grid cancel, very fine 30.00 0-

120 - - horizontal pair, Houston, Texas pen cancel, very fine 30.00 l () ". 
121 - - black postmark, very fine 12.00 0 

122 - - black checker board cancel of Hawaii, very fine, very I ../ 

rare 12.00 '0 

123 - - double transfer, L3, black postmark, very fine 25.00 \ 0..7 
124 1857, lc dark blue, type la (40B), plate 4, light black grid 

cancel, fi~a\e ~'-\ ~ f) 12500 Ifl ~ 

~ ~/ 



125 

126 
127 
128 

129 

\ 
130 

131 

132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 

139 

140 

141 

t.. 142 
143 

144 

145 
146 
147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

- 5-

1857, Ie blue, type II (41), horizontal pair, black postmark, , 
fine 25.00 ,." 

- - black grid cancel, fine (41) 9.00 I oj 
- Ie dark blue, type III (42), plate 4, black pmk., very fine 45.00 0--0 
- - block of 4, type IlIa (42B), Plate 4, unused, o. g., slight ,-n 

gum crease, very rare 400.00 1.,.1' -
- - - type IlIa (42b), I c dark blue, used, perfs touch top and /" 

right 15.00 .. J 
Ic blue, type IV (42D), black postmark, double transfer, 
one inverted, 71L1 L, very rare 100.00' 
te blue, type V (42f), black, blue, red; red and black and 
blue carrier cancels, very fine 

- - pair and five singles, shades, fine lot, used 
- - pair and three singles, black carrier cancels, very fine 
- 3e rose, type I (43), unused, o. g., fine 
- - dull red , unused, o. g., very fine 
- - seven stamps, shades and cancellations 
- 3e dull red, type II (44), block of four, mint, superb 
- - used lot of 36 stamps, rare varieties and cancellations, 

very fine 

13.00 1 " 
8.25 It 

20.00 -
20.00 I Q 

20.001 0ro 
15.50 S-
4.00 

- 5c red brown, type I (46), red grid cancel, perfs cut bot- (1) 
tom, fine, scarce 30.00 1 J v 

- 5c Indian red, black town cancel, perfs. touch right and 
bottom, fine, rare 

- 5c brown (47), black town cancel, perfs. touch right, very 
fine 

- 5c orange brown, type II (48), vertical pair, mint, superb 
- 5c brown (48a), horizontal pair, red grid cancel, perfs. 

touch top, fine, scarce 
- tOe green, type I (49), horizontal pair on piece, tied black 

Savannah, Mo. postmark, superb, very rare 
- - perfs. touch right, black postmark, fine 
- - perfs. touch top and left, red postmark, fine 

40.00 ;;: 

12.50 \? 
30.00 .-' 

29.00/ -Y-

90.00 II t; ~'O 
30.00 I ' 
35.00 .' -

- tOc green, type II (49A), block of 4, first stamp double 
transfer, black grid cancel , perfs. touch right, fine and very t? .... 
rare 213.00 lop 

- - vertical strip of three, upper two type II (49A) , lower 
stamp type III (49B), perfs. tOllch bottom, black postmark, 
fine, a rare combination 30.00...., c> 

- - horizontal pair (49A), black S. F. postmark, perfs. 18.00 I .... 
tOllch right, very fine 1:1 

- - vertical pair, types" and III, black town, perfs. touch 
bottom, very fine 

L 152 
- single, emerald green, black town, fine 
- - pale emerald green, black town, fine 

19.00 ~ ... 
7.00 Q:;-
7.00 _ 

153 - - deep green N. Y. Clipper cancel, perfs. touch left, very -:._ 
scarce 

154 - - five ray star cancel, very fine 
155 - - red grid cancel, fine 

8.00 ~ 

8.00 ') ~O 

r 
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Mr. Fr d rlck J. Grant, 
429 N. Los Palmas Ave., 

Los Angeles, Callf. 

D~ .~~: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

June 18, 1940. 

any thank for your kind letter of the 15th. I w111 ex­
plain That I contemplate d01ng. Rlchey purchased at my sugges­
t1on, Lot #102, 1n the recent Laurence sale and when the re­
construct10n arrlved I eXamined it carefully and checked rather 
casually a number of the singles by the old plating artIcle by 
Ned Knapp, 1n the Philatelic Gazette. I suggested to Richey that 
no that he bad this reconstructIon of the Third Printing, he 
should try and acqu1re reconstruction of the first and second 
printings. He was not overly nthusiast1c over the suggestion, 
but nevertheless I wrote Shenfleld 1f he ould find out if the 
buyer of lots 90 and 96 would be ~11ling to sell them at a modest 
profIt. . 

RiChey has various copies of the stamp in his collectIon 
but none of these have ever been plated or properly arranged 1n 
hi collection accordIng to printings, etc. The ide occurred to 
me that inasmUCh as there as no recent article on the plating 
that I ould write one, and illustrate it in such a manner that 
anyone, even a novice, could plate any position on the plate. 

Y are ago I had quite a large colI ction of Conrederat s, 
but I did not collect any ProvIsional and I doubt if I had ver a 
half dozen cople of the New Orleans, nor do I possess any at the 
pr sent tIme. I intend to go tbrU Richey's collection and get 
t gether in on lot, all the copies he has. Perhaps he has some 
duplicates you could use and no doubt you have some he could uae. 
I'll advise you on t bis p01nt later. 

If you approve of my 1dea to publiSh a plating articl , I 
111 appreCiate your cooperatIon. I would like to borrow a very 

fine arly ~pres ion of the stamp from wh1ch I would like to make 
a p n and ink dra Ing. I will have a zinc etching made of the 
dra ing and ill illustrate each position by line cut as w 11 as 
balf tone cuts. I ould also like to borrow a reoonstruct1on of 
the first printIng, with each po Ition in as fine condition as 
possible. 

I have no motive hatsoever except to place before collectors 
fine up-to-dat plating artiCle, illustrated by the finest re­

productions I can turn out by hand and photography. For the 
original plating, 11 credit 111 go to my old fr1end Knapp and 
for any as istanc you can g1v me I ill be only too glad to give 
you full cr d1t. In fact on this pint you can write your own 
tIck t, that is, if you prefer, I dll elcome you as joint author, 
or you can writ the article d I 111 do the illu trations. 



2. 

r. Frederick J. Grant, June 18, 1940. 

I am sending copy of this lett r to Larry as I know h 
is very much interest d 1n anyth1ng pertaining to Conrederates. 

Again many thanks for your kind latter. 

Sincerely yours, 



FREDERIC J , GRANT 

429 NORTH LAS PALMAS AVENUE 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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FREDERIC J . GRANT 
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LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 



FREDERIC J. GRANT 
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SINCE '9'5 

April 13, 1940 

Dear t8..nley, 

Putting in80 much time in New York (John too) for 
the Centen~ry ~how that I car.'t keep u~ to r~ ov~ n~i1 here -
herce the delay i1"l an8\"iE:ring y('1urs of the 3rd. I'll ge"t at it 
~vhen I o~n c;.,nd anyhow I'm gr&.tpful for your trouole ir. putting 
me right W:lere I didn't tl;;.ke the time to check up d.ll the db, tao 

Dr. Chase had. one 50 1847 die pro of thct. t seemed to be the 
rea] original o..nd the.. t is the only r'ne I know o.oou t i;i.} hho t'here 
~e one in violet on a J.arge curd w~ioh I Sold. to S. ater neo.rly 
twenty years d.go, tl.Jgetther with 0. lOc sa.me color, out I cannot 
recall if the 5c waB original or not. Prob:... b:¥y not. 

1883 - 2c cle.~et; work needs to be done - b,nd how! Luff 
90.y9 2, '"' C copies of which only 55 V'.'Eir~· sold and. that they had 
gum. ;b.t lists 2113 at tl""' end horizontal pair inJ;..€rf oe"tween 
.... t ~250. Ackerman h(;l.d. tnI-' strir of ten (or naybe aJock of 
twnety) with mal"gin 5Jld full imprint "ST~.AMER h ,1EE.IC.hN BANK NOTE 
COVlPhNY" o.nd one vertical gut.ter Vias imperf. As I do not know 
of :iny other 8c c:i<:;.ret ~ . ..:I.rt r erf :;. as eume this mus t oe the U~ 
igaM~ sPecial printing. BUT there is aleo the laid ~d.rer same 
as the 9a.ir you Submit and. it seemS to me I reco.ll donother wi th 
a We;.. terma.rk of diCi.ITionde, and naybe a190 .. vertically laid ins tead 
of horizont~l. The .Ackerma.n stri:f,. and ::Ci.rt . erfs pa.irs I ~ave 
Seen Were not ~ 'CI. terms.rkei or on laid I.aper to the beet of my 
rec011ection. 

Th~ge lb.i - pb.p erS etc. w re evidently something fancy, but 
whet'1er they olass a.s stc...nII.s Or finished trialS I don't kno'". 
I never heard of CI. used cOl y. Qui,e recently the 2c s . eoi ..... 1 
Print 2.ist"" , , t $5"" 171 •• • 

"' .... CN '. lry to recon'J~le th~s for 55 cop ~es: b.g::.. ,et 
the ,h) rice for the -0 Gct.:.:'field (a1'1 arently 2,463 copies) o.nd 
the 4c J".ckeon (26 oO'Cies). It h.f:. never made sense to me. 

7c ~tc...nt('>n; no Cl'l.:.eEt:;'on aoout this being .'J.lf 6. 

2c )rovn; I hC'.ve no copy of JL1S'3 c...ve:..i1abl·9 ")ut e:rea,"tly 
doubt if the copy subJ!l.i t"te ~ i8 J!19"Z. Tho raPer she uld eX2~ctly 
lY,Q. teh the ?c .... nd in my 0 inion it 1c es not. J..1S 0 not dB .. rk enough. 
WoUld 6Ue&c it is one of th~ 1;{0 (or more) v~rie~ie6 of xxi ~157b 
(d' nOl e pa_ ar) 6.e these .re often mi6 taken for .!Ll~ 3. 
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#2 "t.;..nlay Aehbrcok 4/13-'40 

SINCE 1915 

2c 1004; Certainly not the 8hicago cft. The latter is a. 
coarSe jOb) no~ engraved, nd ir- a dirty rOSe or pink closely 
lYJat:::hing the first Burea.u 2c ("'348). In rr:y _inicn t"'e ·air 
suomi~ted is merely a messy ~rint o~ the genuine st~m~A. 

24c steel blue; Sep 2l. 1861; ll1ikes .(025. (August - ~9pt. 
P ri .. tinge ike. ': 20 to. CII""25) . Johnny Ar.dreHs favored the idea 
th=..t th~ eteel blue Wa~ not so ~rir.ted hut rere :::han~elings. I 
did not agree wi th him ut W'.S :vi:ling to a..dmit t'1J.ere could huve 
been a printing of the vio:et which containe~ an ingraient which 
oxidized or other\'7i8 e cho.nged the color so that SOToe of tha 
vi olet rer".a!i;ne '. vi 0::' et lhil e others t' a. t ()rigin~lly y )hd,ve iJeen 
similar or even identic:;:"l, bee ,me 6 teely, i. e. gray i th more or 
lesq of a b:uish C~Rt • 

.!. he.Y8 i{6en a die 'Proof 'hich might be about half way .Jet "leen 
the copy eubmi ~"v ed. 2..n:l the b} uee t at el;:; tha. t are found. 

I rec;;..:l no f1'.,ro.y stan s u~e' in 1861, El.n1 think moet of them 
ccme in 1863 Or Jater. It is cert.:o.:'nly t 0 -o~d I did not record 
the 0 ]ore ~nd dates on th~ Ackerm~n covere. 

How o:ue .ust a etam~ be in order to cl~q8 ae a steel blue? 
I had an art icle in f':: ~1P8 a feV{ ye' rS o.go and recall the, ~ even 
the o1uest co} ies con"':; .... ined very li t~le OlUb. I don't reo.;..ll the 
figures out 1e t me eXE..gerra te • I~ the staml~ submi tt ed 00::-1 tj;J,ln ed 
211 blue o..nd 98~ gray and '0: ~ ck mixe.:i, douo: ing the 01 ue 0 on tent 
to ~% !"J.ight !11ake the c...ppea.race very much bluer, yet only 2 ..... of 
olue has aeen added. 

Flo to Ss!-tember 23. 18~1 the totc...l deliveries amounte1 to lee3 
thz..n 1 5':0 eh·:::ets of 2G'J - rooo.o:y not over two .fuys pre'39 V1Crk -
three at the mos~. Is it reaeo~a.b1e to assume that r.ot less than 
three oatches of iLk Were used? 

If V!e r~cogrd ze threE' Ct lora j.n August-Se})tember 1861 viz; 
viloey steel blue. ;;l.nd gro.y. how C2,n the collector know the 1861 
gr:l.Y from the grQ,Y s j;J,mrs that I believe ca.me fr m IJuch le-ter 
~ 'cintinga? 

I ion't kno' wh~t other d~lerq sell f r ste~l blue nOr dA I 
knoiV how t .. ~v .. t honest or dishonest mistakes e ·oe t by oon-
tinuel publioity. Ye ..... r6 ,go I oal:ed ::;.-;:;tention "vo the fact the,t 
S • G • 1;~_ S '"' I Vel' t l.b 1 J:j g "- h M • .... J." e I~r6v ~eptemoer COlOr of 1861 10 as lIindigon 
~pd mayoe.s~~ll i . ~nd selling ~omet ing which mayor m y not be 
1;ne rare Indlgo c lor. Yet all the et;;...mp's found on covers for 
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std." ley Ashorook 4/13-'40 

SINCE 1915 

sever1i_ :fionths beginning in J.UglS t 1861 are a .t-~]e olue whioh I 
nevel' would 05.11 inciigo. It is one thing tu tell reo le the facts 
and som-t ing elee to induce them to act 8.:Joordingly. 

I f the s 1i~el bJ. ues ~re chc.ngel ing.. I am aa. tis fied ~ t was due 
to eo.nething in the ink ~nd Lot due tC'l 1110nkey ousiness d.fter the 
stamps. Wer - Bold. I an: eure oo},Oieg wi th fu.l]. g::m are known and 
it is incraiole that cne person 0:)".11d have got 9.11 the known :}overs 
and ohanged the oolor of the 24c. 

I have seen vio:ets th9.t were dis:}o:'ored but the discolora. tion '" 
;;0.8 not blue . 

"lhether 0.:1 the blue C[;1.n be faded out of a eteel to leave a 
g!:,<;i.,y such as the cOfy submitted I don't know, 

I hE...ve three copies ider. tica,' wi th the one suomi tted. One with 
:Jogwheel, one used in rew York state in December 1861, one used in 
1'a sachus etta in January J.863. ]..11 a!'e c::;ray under the glo.s8 but 
when held off ~ foot or eo they lock b~uish to me and aleo when 
co •. d.red with gr8..Ytl Which I believe a.re frCi1: ~. ,ter _ rint:'n!:9. 

IF I sold them as <"'teel "bl uea I would try to make the buyer 
un1erst~n:i thg.t t'" €Y Viere not the moat de 8i1'aOle color and lI!ould 
~ rice them aC'Jor iingJ.y. I cl'l.bt if I ever 801d any oO.9iee of 
this color. They ho.ve not been com ,on with me. 

In regurd to the 5c 184'7 :'1.ie roof, I ibve 2. die proof th t 
is nowh~re n.ear so 3narp a thiS, or so~sh5.rJ. ~S a nUll1 l)er of pla te 
roefs. I (UJ.. eX}..3:Jt an j.m:r,..res8ion from 5. pla 1Je to be less 

aharp than " good impress ion frc m a di e. From die t :co 1: and roll 
to :",late a. oertaln change il: t ke pldc8, not to mention varia­
-tiona in the )rint ing. 

W tu o~~oh the ffbil ~s you ~9k~ for quick 

-.. 
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34 outh Gr nd Ave., 

Fort Thomas If Ky. 

April 20, 1940. 

• I r . .c.l11ott 01 ry, 

, 

Box 333, 
.ostfiola., • J . 

'1 de r '11 ott: 

1c 

~o e 1 tar . 

for our hol ul letter f the 13th, to 
next eke 

udy I a con inc d 
roof. It a rently does 

~;";':;;~~h~a';;'v~c or1 b~ nn t d fro.. one of th 
• I think I d1scov red a ~11 
1t1on (Plate One) ut .ot on the 
a lute on ndia in bro m 1th. 

o r to , 



, 
• 

.. , 

M ~ . Elliott Perry, 
Box 333, 

W ttl 1 • U . J . 

ly d ar Elliott: 

I am elclosing her 1th 
1 ke to see nd on Which 
\\111 you please return thea 

f 
lould 

a 

434 South Or nd Avo ., 
Fort Tho:t"l s, ICy. 

April 9, 1940. 

i toms h loh I thought you would 
appr c1 to a 1 tt1e dvica . 

ooon a p a 1 Ie . 

E~ l84? OrIgin 1 die ~roof on Indi aut close . I am sen lng 
this 1; 0 you t'or 100. bee :nco think it i a fine xe.::npla of 
th difference in a print ug fro a steel dle nd 5t plate 
proof fro tho copper p1 to . This sho s b~ lightly the lines 
ere cut . These origInal dIe pro f o~ Indl must b vry r • 

241 1861 I sup ose so e ould call th.s Steol lua . Iota 
the-date "sop 21 l861tr • • have often ondere about this 
particular shade, i a ., eould they be chang lings of violet 
oolor? By r-o tr tch of th lmagination could this be a steel 
b1u but do you not e.gr 0 th t nany d lera s 11 this co 0 t e 
te 1 blu shad . If you ill put a glass on the at p ill 
ote .h t a slck looking color it i . In some of the he est 

part of th era lng tho color s gr y bl ck and ha the 
appear nce much 11k oxid1z d 3~ 51 or 1857. D you think t11s 1s 

chan 11n ~r r gu1arly 1 u d color? It th 1 tter t en th 
use 1s the oa 11 st I h va ever seen. ould you c 11 this 
Bl c Ish G 11 Thls p p r is very thin - ~111 you pl s me~sur 
it fOf! .e1 

2~ 1 73 Ttis ic 01 !mad to b n used copy of tho 1880 Spec! 1 
P.I'irting. Ca.'l you nwn any re son for uch cl s if'lco.t10n? 

It 

1th e t I·G"~""'J'-u.o, 

Special Pr1nting. " 
pec1 1 pr1nting . T B 

c . I s nt p 

c1 1, d to be an "1883 S cial Prin 1r~ . I 

at is your opj.nion? 

1s c1a1 ad to be a pair of t e Chicago 
to .0 l1ko ~ printing r thor than 

Yours etc. , 



Mr. stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Avenue 
Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

Dear Stanley: 

SINCE 1915 June 6, 1940 

I want to briefly acknowledge your letter of June 
3rd and thank you for the two photographs which apparently you 
wish me to keep. I will write you more fully about these later 
and also reply to forme~ letter in which you brought up the 
matter of the 24¢ steel blues and greys of 1861. 

It does not seem to me that much will be gained 
by making such a division as you apparently have in mind. I sup­
pose the grey of 1861 is not very common and if priced according 
to its scarcity, your suggestion would merely remove our diffi­
culty from one place to another. Instead of selling the greys 
of 1861 as steel blues, we should find the common greys issued 
later than 1861 being offered f or the scarcer variety of 1861. 

Yes, I have heard comments on your 1860 article in 
the IIStamp Specialist ll • I read it myself very carefully and, of 
course, those who are at all familiar with the subject are 
obliged to agree with nearly everything you state. I hope the ./ 
article will accomplish what you have long had in mind, but I tk7 ~ oI"tI~ 
listing numbers 37, 38 and 39 as minor varieties of the perfor-
ated issue of 1860 is not a step in the right direction. 

In regard to the" big shift "on the 10¢ green, it is 
my impression that the owner is the person whom you imagine 
and frankly, I do not know whether it is proper for me to make 
any more definite statement. This is not from any desire to be 
at all secretive, but merely because of the position in which I 
happen to find myself ~ I suppose the stamp is being studied but 
do not know what finQLresult if any, has been arrived at. 

EP:MES 

Slncerel~~ 
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,Tr . hilip H. I'd, Jr ., 

434 South Gr nd J.v ., 
For Tho as , Iy. 

cb . 10, 1940. 

J 'o.lnut . , 

, 
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... 
" 

Phil d Iph1, , Pa . 

/ 

ly d r hil: 

'Ji 
in 

C 62 - Do you 

Co r 77 

0 er '7 

b b ok to you 
, e 0 e I h v numb r 0. 
1 to 168 in 10 eL left corner. 

d . 

opir ions will ou kin 1 choc 
ith th cover: 

ia. hat dO you ea 1 the h d 

'ith tJ;lis CO\ eI'? 

t do Y u c 11 th had of 

:h t do QUe 11 tho bEld· of 

/ c er - . at do you oall the color of' the 5¢ 1 57? 

hink thi color is rnther 1? 

r 107- Y call th color f 3~ 1861'( 

/ COV' r 4 - ill t do ou call the ..,had of these t\.o 5!i 1 7? 

C v 14 - 7¢ 0 this cover 

/' Covor 1 - Is it i nnl o find an n 19n cop¥ 
co r ~ 1 AS? 

v Cov I' 18 ~ Id you call this pair, "Indian dfly 
think it 1s ( ) a fino pl ft . 

o do you 
r (f:i) 

ne r .!Ild,1 d? 

/' Co :r 41 - hat ? 

v' C r 1 

o n 
ou. 

? 

lth b og , 
SinceI' 1 , 

n 
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434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Feb . 5 , 1940. 

Mr . Philip H •. ard~ Jr . , 

My dea:r Phil: 

1616:alnut St ., 
Philadelphia. Pa . 

I am 0,11 finished with the Glbson book and I will. ship it to . 
yo~ via expres one ay this week. 'hen I send it dovn to you, 
I will at the sa;:ne ti 6, mil you. a little list of comaents on 

rtous items . I .ould l:lke to have you go ove'!' this as 'T tbink 
p rhapo n comparison of opinLons may be helpful to both of us . 
Later r w'1 1 send :","ou rrty descrintion and comments on each CQver 
in the collection. 'rhis I v;ro.nt you to hand to lr . Gi" son as no 

oubt he .111 be inter .sted in ch cl.:ing same . I ish 1 t u ... der­
stood bOli'ever that this list of de"'cr'iptiono is 1n a sense oon­
fid ntial, no part of' T{hich I dc.sir·e made public. rhe reason for 
t 1 ro~ueEt is that I do not consider I am an authority on the 
subject of l:lrklng on _oraign rate covers . 

t present! am devoting quite a lot of research work to t~e 
subj~ct and I realize I have mlch to learn. Therefore my de­
scriptions were made .olely tor my ovm ~tudy end no doubt many 
of my c)nclusions may lat~r ~ove to be in error. On this list 
I will make notat1on of the cov~rg I hu~e photographed and after 
checking tbe list .... nd you want p:rints of any of the photos , let 
ne kno! and I viII forward So..:.0 to you . 

Re al'd1n~ the Supplementary .ail. rkin.gs . I have an idea 
""everal differ nt people are responsible .t01' the fake copies 
hich lll'6 sc ttered thruout lIi.any collections . I refer only to the 

Type I marking found on stamps prior to tho 1870 Issue • 
... 

oj I have a V ry good idea t h t many of these TI ,re .ade abroad, 
I though I have heard that J'a 'e t s friend Paulson turn d out quite a 

£'e" in various colors . Here a.re several pOints to consider: 

( ) There re tn e1:istence plenty of 185'7- 1860-1861. etc . 
staulp'" off COVAr 11 t th T pc I . 

(B) -en VOl'S 6 a cover with 1857 - 1~60 stamps . 
(C) If 1857. Ilo0 covers are 00 rare , hOJ come we have so many 

tamp 'rom uch cove .s that ""e tied by this marking alon ? 

. . 

(D) Th.~S at have been n face marki ... not a k111e~ ·or can-
e 1 tlon, and it so . it s svrange . so many tamps le.G hit 1ith 
it . 

R c ntly I s a beautiful 24¢' 1861 ri h tl is T}'pa I itl::,king . 
It n~ sub tt d to a mutual friend of oura a~ a 24¢ Viol t . N~ 
of cou~se it was not th Violet but _t las a cop1 of one of the 
scarce color c 11 a-purpli h lilac . I cannot believe the S . l~ . 
marking on this stamp 1s genuine , yet I could not detect any tr ce 
of roved cancelation. You know it is rather tic1rlish but'!iness 
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~r . Philip H. Ward, Jr . Feb. 5 , 1940. 

removing any sort or a cancel t10n from a stamp of th·s color 
without killing the color. What bothers me 1s_ bo was this 
~one? Perhap r. hould ask my friend Soursn. I cnn hardly believe 

n unused ~4~ as used, and I just cannot br1r~ myself to tho 
pOint lher I can concc1v that the marking 1s nuine. 

,aybs ye h va lot to 10 rn about the Su plGmentary Mai l 
an it is no doubt possiblo that further knowledge 0 ' the subject 
ill explain why WE! h va so much off cover material , und no 

ooverb ith the marking. 

Re - the 5i ~e '1 York. . y record (Ohaoe- shbrook) Sh01S the 
earliest use OlOwn to ~G of a Signed A. O. M. copy is Julr, 30, 1845 . 
I quito gr e with you that ,"'our uly 18, 1815, nR.H •• I 13 no 
doubt a first °ay 11th there initi 113 . I ;ill 1'1rite my nend 
reg rcling t 1 ito a.d also the Brat~leboro . Thanks very much. 

Ith best regards, 

Cordially yours _ 
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PHILIP H. WARD. JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

February 2, 1940. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand Ave., 

St. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

I have just gotten back from Florida, and find your 
communications of January 26. 

Regards Gibson's covers -- he is still in the South and 
will not return for some little time, so you need not hurry 
in getting them back. Photograph whatever you want, and if 
there is anything very special, send me a copy of the 
photograph -- billing me, of course, for the copy. 

Dr. Babcock kindly sent me a copy of his booklet and 
since you mention it, I have never seen a copy of the type I 
Supplementary Mail on the cover, although I have seen dozens 
of stamps off the cover with this postmark and at present have 
several on hand. To tell you the truth I had never realized 
before that this item had not been seen on the cover. I do 
know I have had copies for a good many years and if they were 
made unofficially they were probably made some years back and 
as little attention was given to such cancelations at the 
time I can hardly see why anyone would have faked them. 

Of course, Babcock_ is absolutely incorrect in describing 
the 5¢ 1861 as brown. If he has one with such a postmark 
it is undoubtedly an incorrect date, or a "7" may have had 
the ball broken off, producing a "1." I think the records 
very clearly show when this color was changed early in 1862. 

I will make up a list of the Payne covers that I have and 
give you the information that you want. Later on if you ~ind 
you would like to see anything I will gladly send them on. 

Regarding New Yorks -- I can give you a copy of the "R.H.M." 
on cover canceled - "July 18" which is undoubtedly a first-day 
cover. Those used on the 15th and 16th that I have seen are 
all without initials and undoubtedly the postmaster initialed 
the first sheet which was possibly used for the first time on 
July 18. This item is available at $500.00 and a few years back, 
I would have readily sold it at $1000.00. I have two copies of 



.. 

February 2, 1940. 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook. 

-2-

the "R.H.M.II very fine with four margins, one off cover, and 
one on a small piece. I have upward of forty copies in singles, 
and pairs, on and off cover. Right at present, I have nothing 
outstanding in St. Louis Postmasters. I can furnish a 
Brattleboro on the cover which is illustrated and described in 
my auction sale No. I of December 6, 1938, Lot 9. This was 
originally in the Walcott Collection, is quite a nice cover, 
and is available at $850.00 to you. I have been quoting 
$1,000.00 on it. 

PRIN . JR:L. 

Sincerel(J1]Z, '_ 

L. 
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434 outh Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomes , Ky. 

Sr . Philip H. ~·o.rd, Jr ., 
1016 ,Ialnut St., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

:y dear Phil: 

Jan . 26 , 1940 . 

I have n friend rho is in the market to buy unything fino 
~n the 5¢ Ne York, or t . Louis P. M. P.' , on or off, or of 
he IO¢, 3.847. He iOuld also bel intel' sted in e. Br ttleboro. 

You m1 ~t it m what you can offer . If tho abov gives 
you a clue to the 1d ntlty and you hElve bean in touch 7i h 
him, I WO IQ of coure not Cf:re to horn in. _ not it is 
PODS ble I might be ablo to place ub tantial rumount . 

I overlo ked mentioning in my letter of yesterday that I 
would apprec!s.t hav1ng the date of your Payan cover ~1th the 
4 i rat . In fact if' not too ,oh trouble I would like to have 
a list of th date of any othel' Payen covers you own. 

One more point , your block of ixtoen of' the 6¢ 1847. I 
judge this ust b f'rom Plat One . C n you tell j.f th t is 
your opinion? 

It would be a plea' ur to Bp ud few days lith you, beeaUE 
I have little doubt I co~ld learn n lot and perhap giv you a 
little bit of information hero d there , which might ad ome 
value . I have El"ay had in mind that I v;olld like to browse 
thru thht lot of stnmploss co era you mm. 

lith be t reGards , 

Cordially, 

.~ 
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dr . i11 H. Ward, Jr., 
1616 lnut st ., 

Phil d Iphia , Pa . 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
FOlt Thomas , Ky. 

y dear Phil: 

I am at "11 I .• aking a careful ... tudy o£ 1. • Gibson ' s covers 
and hope to be able to fin.1sh up in velY short hi1e . r suppose 
he has no objection if make a fow p lotograph'" i' r futur 
r f rene • 

I will ke speoial notations on 0.11 unuslal itoms nd I 
~ve little doubt Bom of thene rill be of intelost you. 

Have you oad the 11tt1 b oklet recently publi hed by Babcock 
on 'S1.1.pPr1ementat'y Mail?" I have alwo. been very ,uspicious 
of 'he ITypo A" ma:rk1ng on the eta ps of tho 1857-EO i.ss"\.l s . In 
fact , "( never did have c respoct £01' any of thdm. Purther 
th.n t s I never paid pur'ciculnr attention to the ubject . 
The Scott U. S. lists all the value'" 0 the 1857 .. tiO issues except 
the 90¢, with S •.• c .noe1ations , Type A. I have seon plant 0 
these and I ha. e little (toubt you Iso have seon tho mnr -ing on 
plenty of Sing_os . 

was I' ther surpri ed tha.t Babooc in~ his 11 at we. not able to 
ention ~ single cover showing any 1857- 60 stamps and the T pe A -

S. M. mal"king. Docs this not seem odd? Plenty of' off cover items 
but not even one cover. 

By any chane have you uoh a cover, or have yo ny record of 
such an appar ntly rar Item2 It Jould b rathe~ funny if the 
catalogue listings ere all phoney. \l.b.at is your opi on? 

If you h va a copy of his boo let, note page 13, th fi:i:st 
cover entioned ith 5¢ 1861 Brown, used 'Oct . 25, 1861. " Did 
you ever see Bro m. !n 186? _ run qui to sure I hav not . Yet 
the date of this covel' must be correct , becau e tho tiS . Lj . Fulton" 
as n old trans- tlantlc Live' of th old Havre Lin· . Sho was 
tak~n ove by the Government lat in 186l and used as a transport . 

I 1 1 appr oi te any comment ou care to mak on the above , 

Cord1c.lly yours ~ 

. . 
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PH ILIP H . WARD . ..JR. 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave., 

Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PHILADELPHIA 

January 8, 1940 

I have read your letter of the sixth inst., with a great 
deal of interest and am certainly pleased you are finding some 
pieces of interest in the Gibson Collection. I had not 
noticed the cover from the Payen correspondence but I do re­
call seeing the imperf. 30¢ which I remember was also in the 
Paul Collection, Tuttle having sold it to Paul. It was in the 
wrong color at the time and I hadn't the slightest idea but 
what it was trimmed. I have one or two covers in stock from 
this same correspondence and if I am not mistaken I have one 
with a 30¢, 10¢ and 5¢ which makes the 45¢ rate. If you would 
like to see it, I will, of course, send it to you. I have four 
or five of these 30¢ on cover one used in combination with a 3¢, 
one with a l2¢, some alone and also a pair used with a 12¢ and 
a 5¢. 

I wish the next time you come to Philadelphia you could 
spend a couple days with me and go over the lot of covers I have 
and other items and if there is anything of interest you could 
take it with you to study. 

Relative to expressage on the package - the charges were 
slight and I am only too glad to assume them. You are doing such 

~ good work that we certainly do not expect you to pay for such 
things. As a matter of fact, we are all benefiting by your 

• studies and I only regret that you are not able to cash in on 
your observations in a larger way. 

I am passing on your letter to Mr. Gibson for he has 
always been very much interested in covers and likes to know any­
thing new regarding those he has. 

Si 

PHW.JR:L. 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Avenue 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dea.r stan: 

PHILIP H . WARD . JR . 

1616 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

August 9, 1940 

I never answered your letter of February 10 regarding Gibson's 
Collection for the simple reason till t since its return we have never 
gotten together to go over it. As a matter of fact, the collection 
is still in my safe, much to my regret, as I do not like to hold 
things of this type belonging to someone else. However, so we might 
discuss the several details and have more definite information when 
he returns from his summer trip I would advise as follows: 

Cover 1 - It does seem odd to find an uninitialed copy this late 
but one could readily keep it in the stamp drawer where it was not 
used until much later after having been bought. The bright 
blue pen cancellation and the red town undoubtedly tie it to the 
cover. I believe this bright blue cancellation would be difficult 
to imitate. 

Cover 18 - I do not know where Gibson acquired this cover but 
I believe from Perry. I consider this the Indian red. Do you 
not think so? If not, I would like to see a sample of the Indian 
red sometime when you have one available. 

Cover 22 - I consider this the steel blue and while I did not sell 
it to him, it is from the famous Pierce St. Petersburg correspondence 
and I believe has been considered the steel blue by those who have 
seen it. Are you of a different opinion? 

Cover 41 - You ask vmat is wrong and you undoubtedly refer to the 
fact that the New York postmark is dated in May and the French postmark 
in August. Is this an error in date and do you think the whole thing 
has been faked? 

Cover 61 - The stamp was not issued until 1859 and the postmarks on 
this C~Jer are 1858. The cover is possibly faked but I cannot see 
why one would want to ruin a nic e mint copy of this stamp to fake a 
cover that would not be worth as much as the unused stamp. Are we 
positive that the stamp was not issued until 1859? 

Cover 62 - I can see nothing wrong with this cover and would like 
to be advised as to what you noted. Gibson bought this from Perry 
for $45 as I can see from the notation on the back and it also has 

/' six lines of Chase's writing in which he states it is very rare in 
Y this condition and prices it at $12.50. It also has Berry's little 

label on it showing that it cost him tiN" dollars. It is used in 
January of 1861 from New Orleans, a few months before the outbreak of 
the war. 

.~ 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook - 2. August 9, 1940 

Cover 77 - Is in the shade that I have always considered one of the 
Augus t issues. How I would like to have a superb mint copy in this 
color. 

/ Cover 78 - I consider this the steel blue. Gibson bought it from 
Perry as I see from the notation on the back and paid $50 for it. 

A over 94 - I consider the 5¢ a deep orange brown. It is certainly 
not the brown shade as it seems to have some yellow in it. It is 
not the bright orange brown generally found among the unused re-

j
mainders • 

Cover 100 - The shade does not strike me as exceptional and I 
simply thought it was the other color of the type II. 

( 
Cover 107 - I do not consider the pair of 3¢ as the pink but it is 
he shade that is sold by many as pink. Those that I like to ..call 

Jink have a bluish tinge and under a glass a.re really a bright pink. 

-J 
Cover 144 - Here again I simply designate the stamps as dark brown 

and consider the cover as nothing special. 

Cover 149 - It is my impression that either a 3¢ stamp has been 
removed from this cover which would have made the 10¢ rate, or else 
it went through short postage and was not noticed. The pair of l¢ 
and the 5¢ seem to be tied together and the postmark seems to tie them 
to the cover. Do you think this is a fake? If so, it is one of the 
finest I have ever seen. 

Just put this letter aside until you return from Buffalo and let me 
hear further from you at your convenience and with your second letter on 
hand I will take it up with Mr. Gibson. 

phw.jr!l. 

' .. 

.. 
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43_ South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

• 12, 1940 • 

~ • P~111p I. ard, Jr., 
St." 
, P • 
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• Philip H. W d Jr., Aug. 12, 1940. 
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.w. Pb111p H. 1'Jard, Jr . , Aug. 12, 1940. 
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SCOTT PUBLICATions, Inc. 

POSTAGE STAMP C ATALOGUES 

ALBUMS AND BOOKS 

Mr. Stanley B. ~shbrook 
434 So. Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

One We/.Jt %rtY-<JeJ/enth Street 
flew (jork Cd!} 

May 21, 1940 

HUG H M. C lAR K, . • • Pre s-dent 

THERESA M.ClARK, V' ce Pres-dent 

ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Trea.urer 

Yours of the 16th just received. I have 
heard nothing from Doane since I wrote you so under­
stand that he has not yet finished his appraisal. I am 
not surprised at this as there was a tremendous amount 
of material to be handled, something over two hundred 
volumes. As soon as Percy has finished, I shall have 
to get into the middle of the problem and will bear in 
mind the matter of the photographs, etc. which you have 
mentioned. You see, Stan, I don't as yet know whether 
there are any specific bequests as applied to the col­
lection. Anyway, I will keep you posted. 

Regarding the various suggestions concerning 
U.S. listings, I am more than glad to have your notes. 
About the 5¢ 1857 listing, do you feel that two types are 
all that are needed? I had imagined you would go back to 
the old three types. 

So far as the "August" issue is concerned, 
I still want to talk this over with you in far greater 
detail than is possible by correspondence. 

hegarding Nos. 37,38 and 39, I think I told 
you in a previous letter that I intend to make these "a 
or minor varieties of Nos. 52, 53 and 54. 

With kindest regards, I remain 

Very truly yours, 

HMC:JK 

SCOTT PUBLICbTION S, Inc. 

I~~CL~ 



434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas . Ky. 

. ~ . Hugh M. Clark, 
% Scott Publ1 ca t ions , Inc., 

1 W. 47th St •• 
, Ne york , N. Y. 

y dear Hugh: 

r!ay 23, 1940 • 

He - yo s of the 21st . I would be very much opposed to 
listing more than t 0 types 01" the 5¢ 1857. because I think the 
relief d1fferenc s 1n the Plate 2 stamps are too insignif1cant 
to d"vide into separate types . I think we have enough type 
varieties in the catalogue at present without adding any more . 

It ould be ine to s~t down and personally discuss the 
1861 issue where e had no one to bother us . I am rull of this 
SUbject and I think co ld entbnse you 1th hat really could be 
don Ith the catalogue listings . Aside from getting closer and 
closer to the truth 1th ore co~~ect classif1cat1ons, I do believe • 
that r ne ed interest c be c~ ated 1n the 1ssues and rene~ed 
interest is of benef1t to you as n puol1sher as ell as to all 
dealers . Just a o~e exam Ie of "ha is correct and hat is in­
correct, the 5¢ value is listvd 1"irst in the set as a but Ith 
issue of Aug. 19, l8bl. Tbe ne~t listi g of 5¢ is the brown ( arch 
1862) under head1ng of n Issue of 1862-66, and th ne t is die red 
brown (day 26,1862) but the l1sting 1n the catalogu is not in this 
order, t lith the red broun listed as #25 and the bro as .70. 

aturally one auld suppose that all the 5¢ stamps issued be­
t een Aug. 19, l86~ and arch 1862 ere buffs . Is this not correct? 
If this were true , lch of course it is not, then it ~tands to 
reason that the buff 10uld surely not be as scarce a stamp as we 
kno it to be . 

I havo for long been perfectly satisfied 1n m own mind that 
the buff as soon Changed to anothe~ color and that println s f 
this unsatisfactory color were Changed as early as the 1 dle of 
Septe ber 1861. But at color as adopted? las it the brown or as 
it the red orown? I bBd an ide it as brown a d that th red bro 
as erely an off shade of the brown bicn did not make it app r -

anc til somet1 tor the first part of 1862. ~ith thi thou t 
in mind I star d out to prov my deductions . -,ithout say.ng anr hi g 
to anyone I sh ed no use of the bro n back from arch to 
February, ttJen to January, then to Dece ber 1861, then Onto Nov mber 
and at present y record stands at Oct. 12, 1861, lh1ch is the 
earliest use ve been able to scov" . hUB YOU ill note that 

1111a the 5 "I 1 is list d in the c t logu as an tl1862-'6 Iasue" 
ith ear11es use 0 a ar. 1862, the stamp is in fact an 1861 

issue, and ~lould cer a1nly be removed from 76 and placed immed1at ly 
follo 1ng # 7 . T is i on instance of be kind of research ork I 
am doing an if th r i anyon e1 a in the country ho is dOing 
similar service I onld 1 ke to be put in touch ith hi • 

Here is one mor lnt b t along other l1n . I refer to the 
l1st1 s of the Te" Supple ntary .ail cancel. tJ.ons . YO h v this 
marking list d on eery value ot the 1857-60 stamps ith the exceptIon 
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of the color 11 issued :J.n .1861, bee u. e it cortainly could 
no~ bo te~ ed us to 1 bluo . n dd1tion it is to lly unlike th 

r y ~1ch you list unier AU,ust 1 63 s 78 B. ! doubt i~ thar is 
ny value i~ the IB61 i sue wn'Ch g ve colloct r nd dealer as 

much tl"oublo a the 24¢. 

(1) August 20, 1861. 
24~ violet (no mio 1 ced under #60) 

"inor Gr lilac 

(2) 
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• 

1.61 (~) 
1 Iu 
- steel ~"!'! - .... op 21 _861 

ct (c.) 

co ants . 
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SINCE 'Sl15 

November 28, 1933 
Dea.r Stanley, 

The first STAMP SPECIALIST has been reo eived and 
your very fine 1847 artiole has been read carefully and with 
unusual Pleasure. It is a contribution worhty of you and what 
more ca.n be said? 

You asked me to comment upon it and I shall do so, not 
because I wish to, 'out beca.uae you asked me. There is very 
little in it which Perhaps does not agree with the facts, or 
wi th which I do not agree. I had several covers used in Jiily 
1847 and rray have a record of them. The earliest I have heard 
about was JUly 7, 1847 with an 'LID.:Jancelled stamp and very likely 
this is the cover menti~ned in the first column on page 47. 

I do not recall having paid sPecial attention to the 
shifts in the Ackerman collection and may possibly have sold a 
tIC n or "D" without knowing it, but I think the. t very unlikely 
and so far as I know he had neither of them. He did have 
several of the "An and "B" Shifts. There was a. ver;ical block 
of six which Emerson would not bU1 for a. few dollars at the time 
it was offered him in Boston. It was cut in two stri ps and 
I think Filstrup bought the strip with A and B in it , and Emer­
son bought the other strip. It seems to me that was earlier 
tha.n 1920. 

Respecting the Luff affidavit regarding the destruction 
of the plates in 1851; I do not know where Luff found the origi­
nal, but I do Know that official recordS do not always say what 
they mean, and could name at least four suoh instanoes of phila­
telio importanoe. One of them is mentioned a.t the bottom of the 
first Page of Pats #39 and another on Page x&i 1216 in the Hobbie 
let ter. I ha,ve no doubt a. di e and pla. te of the 50 and 1 So were 
destroyed in 1851 as the Luff affidavit sta.tes, but I do not 
believe all the rolls were destroyed and I have sometimes won­
dered if more than half plate of each value was destroyed. 

Page 40 . (Knapp shift);- ***"while such a double transfer ' 
could not *** originate from a steel pla te, such a va.riety could 
*** originate from a Plate made of copper." I am unable to find 
any explanation why this variety could not originate from a 
steel Plate but could originate from a copper plate. Of oourse 
I do not know that you intended to give the reasoning by which 
this conclusion Was reached. 

Some of the reasoning regarding the Plating of the 5c and 
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100 stamps seems not to be wholly consistent. "It was pOS9ib1~ 
to reconstruct the 1 Co Plate princiPally because *** the four 
frame lines were recut on ea,ah of the 200 pOs i t ions. " (page 40) 

But regarding the 5c in the following paragraph I read, *** 
lithe principal reason why it is impossible to reoonstruct the 
5c 1847 Plates is because they were made of copper." 

I have no doubt I could have reconstructed the 5c plate if 
there had been only one p1a te and it had been recut as wa.s the 
10c, and whether it was made of copper or steel . I still believe 
that a reconstruction of the 50 Plate (1) is theoreticallY podsib~. 
But I do not think the results would be worth the effort, because 
there are so many stamps which could not be identified, i.e., 
located on a completed Plating. 

From a practical standpoint the pla ting may be impossible, 
not because of th~ admi tted difficul ty of a reoonstruction, but 
because there may not be in the world enough of the right kind 
of material. I was satisfied more material Was required than 
was included in Ackerman'S 1,200 copies, which included many 
multiples, especially the sea roe vertical items. 

There are several plaoes where reference is made to Copper 
plates as if it has oeen definitely proven be;ond question that 
the Plates were of copPer. In mf opinion it has not been So 
Proven. Turning to page 70 you will note that sixteen years 
after 1847 Archer & Daly thought they might get 5,000 impressions 
from the lCc fra.me line Plate, by using it "as long as it would 
la.st." Nothing is said about what the 5,00eth impreSSion will 
look like xi even if the plate should last that long. 1 think 
this a.grees very well with the Rawdon etc. warrant of 2,000 im­
Pressions from a copper plate before re-entry Was necessary , be­
caUSe the a,oOOth impres l!l ion would still be a sa.tisfactory print. 

5,000 impressions was about the limit to be expeoted from 
the Confederate frame line plate, yet over 5,0 "'0 impressions 
were taken from the 100 1847 Plate and no appreoiable Pla te wear 
has begun to appear. The average from the 1847 50 Pla tes had to 
be 11, CO impressions - more thb.n twioe as m=k nany as Aroher & 
J)a,ly hOPed to obtain from the frame line plate. I do not believe 
Aroher & ~ly understated the number of impressions that could 
Oe ootained from a oopper plate. It Seme to me that what they 
meant was that if they oould do as well with their faoilities in 
Richmond as their experienoe with ooppper Plates had Shown them 

waS poss ib1e in New York, they might obtain 5,000 impressiOns. 
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There are evidenoes of oare1esS workmanship on the 100 
1847 plate whioh do not appear on the 50. I think it quite poe­
sibee tha. t fine narkings whioh appear on proof~ might not have 
been visible even on early impresgions of thesstamps, and there 
is also a possibility that after the proofs w~re printed the s f 
pIa te waS gone over very 08.refully and the fine markings were 
burnished out. Markings whioh appear on 100 proofs also aPfe ar 
on the sta,mps instead of disappelEring rap idly as I suppose they 
would from a oopper pIa. tee 

1 do not see how the preSenoe or absenoe of fine dots, 
sora·tohes eto • indicates that apIa te is steel or oopper. The 
100 1847 plate has many of them and the 50 Plate doesn't. I 
know of many steel p1a tes whioh have very few such markings and 
sometimes other factors than these make a stamp p1atab1e. You 
bQ.ve reconstruoted 95% of the frame line Plate with 534 (or less) 
COPies, while I examined about 2200 copies of the 100 1847. 
The p1a. ting may have been nearly oomplete before 2,000 were 

.J examined but even so, and allowing for the 200 Subjeot instead 
of 100, aoout twioe as many stamps were required. 

In my opinion the weight of evidenoe still remains in 
favor of the 1847 Plates being steel rather than copper. There 
oould be several reasons why the first 5c Plate wore down more 
raPidly than is oommonly the oase with later .teel Plates. 

I think you have correoted all the errorS or inoorreot 
ooncluslons whioh appeared in the Chase articles, and have added 
imPortant data to the 1847 story. cer$ainly 

Ackerman's original idea was to publish a book on the 100 
1847. I induoed him to have it first appear serially. Owing 
to develop;ments whioh need not be gone into now the last ohap­
ter (which p~d nothing to do with Plating . but oonoerned usage, 
oancellations, eto.) was never written. 1 have many notes on 
data for that final ohapter, but they may not cover it as oom­
pletely as oould have been done at the time. 

The referenoes to my mxrk work are very kind and greatly 
appreciated. I deserve no SPecial credit for the work Was not 
truly a labor of love - it was a job for Which I WaS paid. As 
it finally turned out E.R.A. got his money all back with a sweet 
profit when hie colleotion was sold. I understand that when a 
oertain amount of his U.S. had been sold he had got baok every 
dollar that he had ever put into stamps and had more than 450 
vol urnes left! 

Slnce~~ 
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THE NEW YORK "40 ENCIRCLED" 

IT is one thing to simply collect 
covers, but it is quite a different 
thing to be able to read the stories 

our covers have to tell us. When we 
accomplish the latter, our covers take 
on a world of added interest, which is 
entirely lost to those who simply col­
lect and evince no desire to go beyond 
that phase of philately. 

The above observation no doubt ap­
plies to all classes of covers, regard­
less of whether they are United States 
or foreign, old or modern, but in ex­
pressing the above conviction, I have 
in mind in particular, our own U. S. 
covers of the years prior to the out­
break of the War between the North 
and the South. 

I do enjoy finding the unusual in 
the search for early covers, and many 
times have I run across items which 
at first glance appeared very com­
monplace, but which later imparted 
to me many interesting facts, and in 
addition were the cause of my making 
further inquiry in various phases of 
the stories they had to tell. 

I will cite such an example. Re­
cently Laurence B. Mason showed me 
a cover from his collection, an illus­
tration of which is herewith produced 
(figure No.1). This folded letter is 
addressed to New York and bears no 
postmark, but has a rate marking in 
black, "40 in a circle." 

At first glance we note that this 
letter was posted at the New York 
Post Office, that the rate on same was 
forty cents and that it was not pre­
paid. We are quite familiar with 
this "40 in a circle" and we know it 
was a rate handstamp used at the 
New York Post Office in 1849 and at 
various timf's in 1850. Examples of 
it are far from common. 

But why should a letter addressed 
to New York, and mailed at New 
York, be taxrd with 40 cents in post­
age? Immediately we recognize the 
fact that the letter was not of New 
York City origin but surely from a 
California source, as this handstamp 
was used only (?) on California mail. 
(sin!1;le rates). 

We open the 1 etter and find it is 
headed, "San Francisco, Sept. 30, 
1849," and tlle absence of a San 
Francisco postmark tells us that this 
is a "DoC'k Letter," that is, it was not 
deposited in the San Francisco Post 
Office, but was taken direct to the 
U. S. Mail Ship and intrusted for 
transmission to New York bv the 
official in charge of the U. S: Mail 
Rilgs . . 

By STANLEY B. ASHBROOK, F.R.P.S.L. 

, 
" 
" , 

Figure #I-Rate marking-New York "40 in Circle" in black. 

At that period, September, 1849, 
all mail between the eastern states 
and California went the Ocean Route 
"Via Panama:' There was no In­
dependent Line of ships operating 
regularly Via Panama or Via Nica­
ragua, hence all mail was transported 
in the regular U. S. Mail Ships. 

On October 1st, 1849, the "S.S. 
Oregon" departed with the U. S. 
Mail to be transported via Panama, 
and no doubt this letter was carried 
on the first leg of its journey by this 
ship. 

We can only speculate as to way 
this letter was carried direct to the 
mail ship "Oregon" and mailed as a 
Dock Letter, rather than being posted 
in the San Francisco Post Office. In­
asmuch as tbe letter is dated a day 

.~;~' lJ 
it 

$ t 

prior to the sailing, we surmise that 
perhaps Mr. Henley, the writer, was 
a trifle dubious that if he posted the 
letter at the Post Office, it would go 
by the Oregon on the day following. 
The San Francisco Office was 
swamped with a tremendous volume 
of mail in the last quarter of 1849 
and the office was undermanned. 

We note this cover is marked 
"Free-Thos. J. Henley, M.e." We 
wondered why this letter was franked 
" Member of Congress" and why the 
~ew York Post Office refused to 
recognize the Frank. Inasmuch as 
California was not a state in 1849 and 
hence had no Representatives in Con­
gress, Mr. H enley must have been 
from some eastern state, and was in 
San Francisco on Sept. 30th, 1849. 

Figure #2-Prepaid letter, New York to San Francisco, Aug. 27, 1849. New York "40 in 
Circle" rate marking. 
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Figure il4-New York Postmark with 40 cents rate. 

from Sonoma Co u n t y, 
Calif., from Mar. 4th, 1883, 
to Mar. 3rd, 1887." 

It will be noted that Mr. 

Figure il3-New York "40 in Circle" 
Sc 1847. 

in black on 
Henley's term as a Mem­
ber of Congress expired on 
March 3rd, 1849, and evi-

Thomas Jefferson Henley was born 
in Richmond, Ind., April 2nd, 1810; 
admitted to the Bar in 1828. Was 
also a Banker in Indiana and Speaker 
of the Indiana State Legislature in 
1840. Representative in Congress, 
March 4th, 1843, to March 3rd, 1849. 
He removed to California in 1849, 
and was a banker at Sacramento. 
Member of First California State 
Legislature 1851 - 1853. Superin­
tendent of Indian Affairs of Califor­
nia 1855-58, and Postmaster of San 
Francisco, 1860-1864. Died at San 
Ffoancisco, January 2, 1865. He was 
the father of Barclay Henley, who 
was a Representative in Congress 

dently the New York Post 
Office was aware of this i.act, because 
when the letter was deposited in that 
office the Frank was disregarded, 
and the letter was rated "40 cents, 
due on delivery." 

THE New York marking "40 in a 
circle" is usually found on covers 

from New York to California and is 
most unusual I believe, on covers 
from California to New York, or 
points beyond. 

I have only seen two of the latter 
items, and if anyone can show me 
additional covers, I will greatly ap­
preciate the favor. 

S C '0 ttl sin t ern at ion a I 

"JUNIOR" 
On Sale About November 20th 

Just the album for the average collec­
tor who does not want spaces for the 
most expensive stamps. 

Our most popular album. 

Bound in Boards, $3.50; Cloth, 
$4.50; Loose Leaf, $6.00 

Supplements for the loose·leaf edition will 
be issued every two years. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1 West 47th St. New York, N. Y. 

Figure No. 2 illustrates a typical 
prepaid cover with the New York 
"40," which was mailed at New York 
on Aug. 27, 1849, and addressed to 
San Francisco. (L. B. Mason col­
lection). This letter was transported 
to Panama by the U. S. Mail "S.S. 
Falcon" which departed from New 
York at 1 P.M. on Aug. 27, 1849. 

The most unusual item I have ever 
seen with this New York "40," is a 
single copy, off cover of the 5c 1847 
shown me several years ago by El­
liott Perry. This item is now in Mr. 
Mason's collection. See figure No.3. 

I might add that the markings on 
Figures 2 and 3 have been retouched 
on original photographs in order that 
they be shown to better advantage. 

In all probability the New York 
Post Office did not continue the use 
of the "encircled 40" for any length 
of time after Jan. 1st, 1850. I have 
no record of a use even as late as the 
Spring of 1850. I have on the other 
hand noted prepaid covers with a 
New York postmark, the curved 
"Paid" and the "40" rate in pencil. 

Figure No. 4 illustrates a cover 
from the collection of the late Henry 
C. Needham, and shows aNew York 
postmark with the "40" rate. It is 
quite possible this handstamp was the · 
successor of the "encircled 40." O'n 
a letter which was not prepaid, this 
marking was applied in black. When 
the rate was prepaid, the marking was 
generally applied in red and the small 
curved "Paid" marking in red was 
also added. The cover illustrated 
(figure 4) is the earliest use I have 
seen of this postmark with 40, viz. 
Oct. 11, 1850. 

I am very anxious to see additional 
covers bearing the two markings, the 
"encircled 40," and the combination 
postmark and 40 rate, and will ap­
preciate the loan of such items. Post­
age will be paid both ways. Address: 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, 434 S. Grand 
Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky. 



Stephen D. Brown 
Sale Oct. 30-N OV. 4 

Our I'eaders will appl'eciate this 
review of the great New Y ol'k 
sale as written by om' Depart­
mellt Editor. j" 'ices I'ealized 
demollstrate a stl'oug U. S. 
tull1·I,et. 

By W. L. BABCOCK, 
2.1,.3 Willis Av. E., Detroit, Mich. 

"Stephen D. Brown" Sale by Har­
mer, Rooke & Co., .3-day sale (Oct. 30-
Nov. 4), Collectors Club, N. Y. C. Out­
.>tanding as the star sale of the season, 
cotaling over $107,000, several high-water 
marks in prices were obtained of which 
$.1,,100 for a 24c Air Mail invert of 1918 
,lroved a record pnce. (Economist.) Less 
than 10 days previous at the Cole sale, 
.)Illy $2,100 was obtained for a duplicate 
-:opy. As there were over 2,600 lots of 
superlative interest, it is only possible to 
hit the high spots. A magnificent lot of 
18~7, 5 and 10c, including 2 bisects of the 
latter, brought excellent prices, many lots 
exceeding cat. The '47s and 1 and 3c '51s. 
Nos. 30-33, brought approximately $20,000 
for a84 lots in first day's sale. :;c on fi rst 
day cover to England, dated July 12, 1845. 
$260. The bisects on cover of the 10c 
llack. No. 29a, $320 (Uptown) ; and same 
in No. 29b, $310 (Sanabria). 10c green, 
No. 35, superb, on neat cover Lowell, 
Mass., to Calif., cat. $60, @ $107.50 
(Brooks). Superb horiz. pair, 10c recut, 
No. 35c, positions 54-55 LI, cat. $600, @ 
$250 (Souren). 10c green, No. 50, "South 
Letter Unpaid", 1861, to Prussia with 

l.lremen packet and provisional 
stamped "10" in circle, finest known, 
(Brooks ). 24c, No. 60, brilliant mint, cat. 
$300, (ft, $400. 5c, N o. 67, perfectIon pair, 
handsome shade, immaculate cover With 
black N. Y. Steamship, $295 (Brook). 
2c mack Jack bisect, r~. 73a, diag. half 
cut from pair of 2c, making 3c rate, tied 
on, $12.3 (Cole). lc, No. 112, per~ection 
mint, hor.z. block 6, 2 stamps S. E., cat. 
$60, @ $175. (Apparently, no dISC. for 
.::i . E. here.) lc, No. 112, beautiful Water­
bury "Bee", $39 (J uhring). 2c, No. 113c, 
bi sect lower half tied to fine cover Wash- _ 
ingto~, D. C, black Carrier canc. on env., ­
used as 1c stamp to pay local Carrier fee , I 
';55 (Sanabria). Another, No. 113d. vert.) 
half used w:th a 2c stamp, tied on all sid~s, \ 
$5!) (Juhring). 3c, No. 114, cat. 15c, wIth 1 

man's face in black circle, v. f. and rare.) 
$24 (Colson). Another Waterbury "Shoe" \ 
on piece of cover, $27.50 (Colson). 6c, I 

No. 115, perfection mint single, cat;. $1~; 
@ $26. 3c, No. 114, Waterbury Bee 
01; small env., clearly struck, $55 (J ack­
son). No. 114, with clear strike .of 
VVaterbury "Beer Mug", stamp defective 
but rare $45 (Jackson). Mint 6c, o. 
115, cat.' $12, @ $26. Superb 6c in dark 
shade with green target, $25 (Uptown) . 
10c, No. 116, on cover, tied with N. Y. 
Steamship, $52.50 (Brooks). 6c rose, No. 
195, superb, unused, $250 ( assau). 30c, 
No. 201, same set, perfect, $400. Com­
olete set, 1-90c. Nos. 219-229, superb. 
mint, imperf. horiz. pairs, $460. 4c blue. 
No 233a rare error. O. g., cat. $1,200. @ 
$740. Superb blocks 4 of 1-2-3-4-5 do11ar 
Columbians, $150, $340, $550 (Cole), $9.25 
alld $1,150 (Souren). $5, No. 313. mmt 
hlock 4, superb. cat. $600, full ca.t. .2c. 
No. 324a. beautiful O. g. vert. paIr. 1m-

oed. horiz., cat. $1,500, @ $750 (Souren). 
4C, No. 360, o. g., and one of the finest 
bluish paper known, cat. $750, @ $8iO 
(!'Iheld). 3c, No. 529G, Type 1 V, ul1lque, 
unused, top PI. No. block 12, 8 stamps 
printed. both sides, $250 (Nassau). 2c, 
1\10. u8:Ja, perfect unus"d bJOck VOII ::,teu­
ben l.om., one of rare,[ 20rn Len" blocks, 
$675 (Colson). 5c, No. 734a, hor. pr., o. 
g., imperio vert., $250. 24c lntenor, o. 
1604, centered o. g. block, rarest of Dept. 
blocks, $300 (Ward). !{evenues, $200 
blue, black and red, O. 3932, superb and 
rare, $300 (Uptown). Wells Fargo & 
Co. Pony Exp., $1 red, No. 6798, perf~ct, 
tied to franked env., No.' 2312, stamp bed 
by blue running horse, no finer Express 
cover known and a show-piece, $520 
(Perlander). 3c, No. 33d, bisect. diag. 
half used as lc tied by black grid on blue 
circular from Cal., endorsed in mss. "Via 
Nicaragua", also blue handstan~p~? "Via 
KicaraO"ua A11ead of the Malls, $300 
(Colet Two bisect. 12c black, No. 36a, 
0 11 rare and v. f. Calif. covers, $410 and 
~·tiO (Cole). 10c, No. 50, v. f. copy tied 
. 0 rare propaganda env. "Per Overland 
11ail Station Via Los Angeles in Hope 
of the Railroad" with picture of wood­
burning locomotive, celebrated as the 
"choo-choo" cover, $400. In tbe Confed. 
group. 5c red, No.3, tied with black grid, 
V. f. cover, Athens, Ga., one of the rarest 
Confed. provisionals, cat. $1,750, @ $900 
(Brooks). 10c, No. 53, Greenwood Depot, 
Va small neat cover, finest known, cat. 
$1,6'00, @ $215 (Nassau). 1! nion.town, 
Ala., 5c, No. 140. 4 fine margllls, iIghtly 
tied and rare, $430; and same buyer, 5c, 
No. 141, superb, large margins, tied, .$390 
(Brooks). A review of this sale Illus­
trates the keen competition for historical 
Americana in philately and features the 
most obvious trend of U. S. specialization 
on the part of collectors of means. Wbile 
most of the purchases of these items were 
made by dealers, thev were undoubtedly 
for clients. Ac1j ectives were exhau' ted 111 

describing- t'le immac.-Jate condition of 
most lots. 



,- . 

1847 Bank Note Issue 
By Lt. Wilburn F. Unthank 

PRINTED on white and grey to dull 
blue unwatermarked paper, im­
perforate, on the flat press by 

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson. 
200-subject copper plates, 100-subject 
sheet. 

5c brown. 10c black. 

Subject 

Benjamin Franklin, portrait paint­
ing by John B. Longacre. George 
Washington, "Vaughan" type, paint­
ing by Gilbert Stuart. Original owned 
by the Metropolitan Museum. 

Issued 

5c earliest known date of use, July 
9, 1847. 10c earliest known date of 
use, July 10,1847. Stamps were avail­
able in ample time for the set date of 
issue, July 1, 1847, so that stamps 
were probably sold and used on the 
first day, especially from New York 
City. 

Historical Data 

John M. Niles of Hartford was ap­
pointed Postmaster-General on March 
25, 1840, and first suggested the post­
age stamp to the government. Cave 
Johnson became Postmaster - General 
on March 5, 1845 and was the next to 
suggest the use of stamps, which in 
the form of a bill was approved March 
3, "1847, effective July 1, 1847 from 
which date all stamps not authorized 
by the government became illegal. 

The engraving contract was let for 
a period of four years. Use of this 
issue was prohibited after July 1, 
1851, the date of the new series, as 
the government did not own the plates 
under this contract as was done on 
later issues. Stamps of this issue were 
honored, however, as late as 1858. 

According to an affidavit the dies 
and plates were destroyed December 
1..2, 1851. However, no mention is 
made of transfer rolls and since proofs 
of these stamps turned up in the 1890's 
that were not known before, it may be 
assumed that the rolls were not de­
stroyed and although they may not 
exist today they certainly did at the 
time the government forgeries were 
made in 1875. 

Numbe?' Issued 

3,712,000 5c and 891,000 10c were 
delivered to postmasters from totals 
of 4,400,000 5c and 1,050,000 10c 

printed and delivered to the Post Of­
fice Department. 

The Postmaster General's report of 
December 4, 1852 states that of June 
30, 1851, $8,849.61 of the 1847 issue 
were in the hands of Postmasters. It 
further states: "for postage stamps 
redeemed $3,809.35; for p 0 s tag e 
stamps of the old issue returned to 
the department $8,229.20." 

Luff, on page 64, "The Postage 
Stamps of the United States," follows 
this report with this curious state­
ment which I quote: "Mr. Tiffany, in 
his History of the Postage Stamps of 
the United States, adds these two 

amounts together and claims a total 
of $12,038.55 of the 1847 issue were 
returned by the deputy postmasters. 
This is manifestly incorrect, both from 
the wording of the report, and be­
cause more stamps could not be re­
turned than were outstanding. The 
stamps redeemed were probably of the 
1851 issue." 

To use his own words L~ff was 
"manifestly incorrect," inasmuch as 
the wording and intent of the report 
is quite clear. $8,229.20 was returned 
of the $8,849.61 outstanding as of 
June 30, 1851 from the postmasters. 
$3,809.35 was redeemed by postmas­
ters from the general public for the 
new issue on demonetization of the 
1847 issue effective July 1, 1851. Mr. 
Tiffany therefore knew whereof he 
wrote. From the report of December 
1, 1853, "stamps returned, old issue 
$68.05; stamps on hand, overcharged, 
old issue $85.90." Thus we get a total 
of $12,192.50 of this series returned. 

On March 3, 1851, postal rates of 
10c and 20c were established but no 
stamps of that denomination issued 
until 1855 so that the 10c, when avail­
able, was used during this period. A 
larger proportion of the 5c value would 
be used on ordinary mail, therefore 
we may assume that the proportion of 
redeemed stamps would be as of the 
proportion issued. 

From these facts 3,547,244 5c and 
851,453 10c were sold for use. 

Shades 

5c in light brown, dark brown, pale 
brown, red brown, purple brown, black 
brown, deep orange brown, red orange. 

10c in grey black, greenish black. 

PalJe?' Varieties 

Both 5c and 10c with stitch water­
mark and on laid paper. 

Plate Varieties 

5c with double transfer (4 vari­
eties), dot in "U," dot in "S." 

10c with double transfer (3 vari­
eties), short transfer, stick pin, hal'e­
lip. 

C ance lation.<; 

Gridiron: 5c and 10c black, blue, 
green, magenta, orange, red, ultra­
marine. 5c only, red, brown. 10c 
only, pink, violet. 

Town: Both val u e s, black, blue. 
green, magenta, orange, red, ultra­
marine, violet. 

Miscellaneous: Both values, Canada, 
Express, Free, Manuscript, Numeral, 
Paid, Precanceled Wheeling, W. Va., 
Railroad, Steam, Steamboat, Steam­
ship, Way; 5c Hotel; 10c Panama. 

Year Dates: 1847 to 1858. 

Cove?'s 

5c, 1% copies used as 7%c. 
10c horizontal, vertical and diagonal 

halves used as 5c. 

Paper 

Greyish wove on all shades except 
5c black brown; yellowish white wove 
on 5c black brown and 10c black. 

Gum 

Yellow to yellow white, thin and in­
clined to crackle. Applied by appren­
tices. 

Size 

18% x 2314 mm. 

Imprint 

R. W. H. & E. at bottom of each 
stamp. 

Plate Numbm's 

None. 

Notes 

Mr. Ashbrook, in "The United 
States One Cent Stamp of 1851- 1857," 
comes to the logical conclusion that 
this issue was printed from copper 
plates. At that time it was customary 
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held many mail auctions. He had al­
ready held 62 of them at that time, 
and he is still holding frequent mail 
auctions, and using WPG to tell about 
each of them. 

Among other advertisers we might 
mention D. M. Ward of Gary, Indiana; 
L. V. Lindsey, Norwich, N. Y.; Geo. 
T. Simpson, Buffalo, N. Y., and A. 
W. Dunning, all of whom were with 
us steadily up to a few years ago. 
However, for all time steady adver­
tising in WPG there is Bert DeGrush, 
who came into our columns in Novem­
ber, 1915, and has been with us 
steadily ever since. His is the honor 
of being with us over the longest pe­
riod of time--continuously. 

It was inevitable that Gossip should 
be the official organ of many phila­
telic societies back in those early days, 
because it is always profitable for a 
new magazine to take on organships 
to increase its circulation. Among 
those we might mention the Philatelic 
Brotherhood of America, Mountain 
States Philatelic Society, Wisconsin 
Philatelic Society, Missouri - Kansas 
Philatelic Association, Tri-State Phil­
atelic Society (comprising the Da­
kotas and Minnesota), International 
Postmark Society, Wyoming Stamp 
Exchange, Texas Philatelic Associa­
tion, Indianapolis Collectors C I u b, 
Metropolitan Philatelic Association, 
International Philatelic Association, 
International Precancel C I u band 
Junior American Philatelic Society, in 
about that order. They bring back 
fond memories to lots of us who were 
associated with them in the old days. 
, Gossip, too, soon had an unusual 

group of steady contributors, among 
them A. H. Pike on postmarks (and we 
don't mind saying that he has never 
been beaten for his work on then cur­
rent postmarks), now deceased; S. B. 
Hopkins on Mexico (Mr. Hopkins is 
still a frequent contributor); Robert 
Haynes, Dr. W. I. Mitchell and Dr. 
C. W. Hennan, who just couldn't be 
beaten on precancels; R. J. Tarpy and 
Harry F. Kohr, on envelopes (Mr. 
Tarpy still contributes once in a while 
on that subject); August Dietz, on 

~. Confederate States of America, and 
Frank E. Greene, who wrote delight­
fully of Panama and Canal Zone. 

Some of the finest feature articles 
on various subjects of that time, too, 
were by Chas. S. Thompson, who often 
illustrated his own productions. 

J. E. Guest, now Sales Manager for 
the American Philatelic Society, also 
conducted a newsy column from 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

You might be interested to know 
that our oldest columnist is Sidney 
Bird with his "Random Notes," who 
came into WPG December 15, 1922, 
and has been with us pretty steadily 

ever since. He also did feature ar­
ticles for us as far back as 1915 or 
1916. "Random Notes" has always 
been one of our most popular columns, 
and we hope will continue to be one 
of our best features for many more 
years. 

"Philatelic Gossip From Here and 
There," another column still with us, 
is a pleasant concoction thought of by 
Victor W. Rotnem, when he became 
editor of WPG in July, 1926. Most of 
it isn't really written-it's like hash, 
it just accumulates. It contains a bit 
of everything, condensed as much as 
possible, and that's why it continues to 
please "those who must read and run." 

History was made and many sub­
scribers came to GOSSIP when, in 1917, 
A. V. Dworak found several hundred 
copies of the famous U. S. 5-cent 
"Red Error" both perforated 10 and 
12, which he sold for 50c apiece with 
subscriptions to the magazine at 50c . 
You may be sure they didn't last long, 
and we still frequently hear from men 
who took advantage of that bargain. 
Today those two stamps catalogue $50 
and $25 apiece, respectively. Ho, hum! 

Gossip is still being carried on in 
the tradition of A. V. Dworak, its 
founder. He cast the die and he set 
its policies back in 1915, when there 
were not nearly so many ardent dev­
otees of the hobby as there are today. 
It is a far cry from 1915 to 1940 in 
American Philately, but it is the same 
hobby, even if the money angle be­
comes more prominent with each suc­
ceeding season, and governments be­
come more aware of the millions of 

stamp collectors who people this world. 
Philately has had a prosperous past, 
and has been far more permanent 
than many nations and their govern­
ments. Philately is firmly embedded 
in the firmament of hobbies, with a 
larger following than any other avoca­
tion one can name. No matter how 
many million followers there are in 
Philately in this world today, we see 
no reason to believe otherwise than 
that there will be twice as many when 
WPG celebrates its FIFTIETH AN­
NIVERSARY! 

• • 
Cracked Printing Die 

HERE IS WHAT appears 
to be a cracked plate variety of a 
printing die used for one cent en­
velopes. It is constant as we have 
had five or six examples submitted in 
the last year, all of which compared 
favorably with this photo taken some 
months ago. Such examples are an in­
teresting part of any specialized col­
lection of envelope stamps. 

NORTHERN----. 
EUROPE .... 

If you collect these Baltic Countries treat 
yourself to Scott's looseleaf pages. There's 
just no better place to mount them. The 
following pages are available: 

No. of 
Country Pages 

CENTRAL LITHUANIA ________ 5 
ESTONIA ______________ _______ 15 
LATVIA _______________________ 19 
LITHUANIA __________________ 21 
POLAND ______________________ 37 
WESTERN UKRAINIA _________ 6 - .-

Price 
$ .25 

.45 

.60 

.65 
1.00 

.25 

Similar sections for 150 other countries now ready. 
Get the complete list from your dealer or from 

5 COT T PUB L I CAT ION 5, INC. 
1 WEST 47th STREET, £, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

.... 

J 
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to print bank notes from copper plates 
and Rawdon specialized in bank note 
printing. The 1851 issue was speci­
fied as STEEL plates which Toppan 
had considerable difficulty in produc­
ing. The lack of depth in this issue 
would also indicate that the stamp 
was not produced by the better steel 
plates. 

Proofs 

Both values on large die on india, 
white bond, laid and colored bond; 
plate proof on india. Both values 
"Specimen" exist. 

Gove-!'nrnent FO?'ge?-ies, 1875 

Printed on thin crisp bluish wove 
paper, imperforate and ungummed, 
by the Bureau of Engravmg and 
Printing. 50 subject plate and sheet. 
Both values engr aved on the same die, 
2088. 

Issued for display at the Centennial 
ExpoFition of 1876. 4,779 copies of 
the 5c and 3,883 copies of the 10c 
were issued. 5c comes in l'ed brown, 
bistre brown and yellow brown; 10c 
in grey black. 

Forgeries are slightly shorter and 
wider than the origina ls. The initials 
RWH&E are quite indistinct. 5c me­
dallion background of horizontal lines, 
the original has both vertical and 
horizontal li nes. 10c straight mouth 
a nd sleepy eyes. The white collar is 
ver y heavily shaded. 

Proofs 

5c small die, india and card plate. 
10c large and small die, india and 
card plate. 

• 1881 Color Proofs 

Both values on thin card in black, 
scarlet, brown, green and blue. 

• • 
Says, Need Better Centering 

THE BOSTON Post says 
editorially : "The United States Gov­
ernment stamps a r e admittedly the 
most artistically designed and beau­
tifully printed of any in the world. 
But after going to all the expense of 
making these perfect stamps the Gov­
ernment spoils them fOl' millions of 
people by careless spacing in the per· 
forated sheets. 

"It is estimated there are some 
8,000,000 philatelists in this country 
who spend many millions of dollars 
a year on their stamp collections. As 
the stamps they buy are not used in 
the mails these millions they spend 
a re practically all profit for the Gov­
ernment. But the philatelists want 
only stamps that are perfectly cen­
tered within the perforated edges and 
these they find very difficult to get. 
Out of thousands of sheets containing 

from 50 to 100 stamps per sheet only 
rarely can one sheet be obtained, even 
in the big city post offices, in which 
the stamps are properly centered. 

"The stamps of almost every other 
country in the world are uniformly 
properly spaced in the perforated 
sheets. That it can be done is shown 
by the fact that properly centered 
stamps can almost always be obtained 
by insisting upon them at Washing­
ton. As a matter of fact, any job 
printer would be sure to space them 
correctly if he were given the con­
tract to make up the sheets. Why, 
complain the philatelists, does the 
Post Office Department persist in al­
lowing thi s careless work to go on? 

"Postmaster General Farley is now 
a candidate for President. Here is a 
chance for him to win over in one 
swoop the everlasting good will of 
about 8,000,000 people who merely 
ask for such a little thing as proper 
spacing of our stamps."-Washington 
Star. 

• • 
New Editor for "U.S.C.S. Log" 

WE ARE quite pleased to 
learn that, with the April-May issue 
of the U. S. C. S. Log, official organ 
of the Universal Ship Cancelation So­
ciety, David Brockton Browne, con­
ductor of our "Naval Cover" column 
becomes its editor. Mr. Browne, be­
sides being well versed in Naval Cover 
lore, is an experienced journalist. and 
we congratulate the Universal Ship 

Cancelation Society upon obtaining 
his services. This will in no way af­
fect the regularity of his column in 
WPG, as it will come along regularly 
as heretofore. 

o • 

S. P. A. To Have Banquet 
First Day of Convention 

VISITORS to the 46th An-
nual Convention to be held in Cleve­
land, Ohio, August 29th, through ~ep­
tember 1st, 1940, will find a new and 
rather unusual innovation, in that the 
banquet will be held the opening night 
of the affair instead of the usual end 
of the conventions in t he past. 

The committee in charge felt that 
in many of the past Convention£ a 
great number of the visitors had to 
leave before the final days of the 
meeting and as a result had to miss 
the fellowship and enjoyment of the 
usually colorful dinner. 

The keynote of this convention will 
be "get acquainted at the opening ses­
sions-not the last"-thereby being 
able to benefit to the fullest extent 
by the newly formed friendships and 
r enewal of the old. 

The banquet will be held in the 
beautiful Pine Room of Hotel Statler 
in Cleveland, the headquarters of the 
Convention. This is a really delightful 
room and must be seen to be appreci­
ated, and the Committee is sure it 
will be an occasion long to be r emem­
bered by the visitors. 

AT THE FAIR 
IN THE STORE 
Scott has the stamps 

At the N. Y. Fair, Scott will have displays of 
airmails, first stamps of many countries, 
World's Fair and Exposition stamps, and 
Scott's famous packets. See them there. 

In the store, Scott sells fine stamps, thousands 
of them at 50 % catalogue. Come in, if you 
can, or write for a price list-Sets, Packets, 
U. S., albums, or 50 % discounts. 

SCOTT STAMP & COIN COMPANY, INC. 
1 WEST 47th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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BOLIVlA, 1935, A. Mall, 5B . . ....•.....• $ .20 
JAMAICA, 1938, 9d ....•.... . .... . ....... .10 
KENYA, 1931, Coronation, 20c .10 
NEWFOUNDLAND, 5c Jubilee . ....... .. .. .15 
VENEZUELA, 1938·39, A. Mail, 90c ... ... .11 
SIAM, 1904, 3A, Green ....... .. ...... . ... .20 
OOSTA RICA, 1934, A. Man, 60c ......... .14 
CURACAO, 1938, A. Mall, 15c .......•• , . . .08 

'SUDAN, 1898, 3M ..................... . .. .12 

BERT DeGRUSH 
33 Grant Ave" Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Great Britain Penny Black $1 
12c Interior, Boft vaper, beautle. ( .. I. $1.40) $ ,95 
Approvals. U. S. and foreign, it you want them. 
R. O. MacGUFFIN, MERION STATION, PA. 

STAMPlESS COVERS 
Four different from the District of Col­

umbia-$1.00. All fine and really desirable. 
Request our latest list of stampless cover 
specials. "69 

Omar Stamp Company 
436 Virginia Ave., Hagerstown, Md. 

! First Day Cacheted Covers! 
20 all different cacheted first day covers 

only $1.50, 20 airmail cacheted covers $1.25. 
First day set of 10 Army & Navy covers 85c. 
You cannot afford to be without our lists. 

F. W. Berget 
553 Suffolk, Buffalo, New York 

SCARCE 1938 PRESIOENTIALS, Fine Used. 
'hc to 50c Inclusive. 75c. $1, $2, $5, set $1.25. 

Complete set 13 calls : Used. 25c; mint. 60c. 
Free price list. Approvals on request. 

QUALITY STAMP SERVICE 
565 Sheridan Ave., Columbus, Ohio 

U. S. APPROVALS 
Beginners, as well as more advanced col­

lectors, can profit by my U. S. approvals. 
Fine stamps at the right prices. If you are 
interested, write for particulars and include 
2 good references. 

RICHARD V. HIGGS 
CHARLES TOWN, W. VA. 

OEPTS., DUES, CUT SQUARES, REV· 
ENUES, TELEGRAPHS, etc., U. S. will 
be sent on approval Prices are very low. 
Satisfactory references required. 

R. W. HARRIS 
784 Eastern Pkway., Brooklyn, N, Y. 

FREE BULLETINS 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czecho­
slovakia, Danzig, Finland, Ger­
many, Japan, Jugoslavia, Nether­
lands, Poland, Roumania, Sweden, 

United States 
10 BIG BULLETINS of above countries 

FREE-A 3c stamp appreciated . 
Yes, we have stamps of most all other 

cou ntries also. 
300 varieties AUSTRIA __ ___________ $1.00 
100 varieties CZECHOSLOV ARIA __ .35 

80 varieties FINLAND ____________ .50 

WALTER QUAINTANCE 
BOX C, UPPER SANDUSKY, OHIO 

ui Our U. S. Exclusive Auctions S 
~I· Realize Top Prices. ?l 
~. Collections, Accumulations. Investments, Sl 
\I~ Old O:>vers, Estates Represented. 

Careful Assortment-Accurate Service . 
~ Advice Gladly Rendered. 00 . 1 May We B. Of S·.rvic. To You 1 '1 

v, UPTOWN STAMP CO. 14~~w w.;O~~n~i~· S 
::i-------U. S.-------[Il 

The Latest 

Washington News 
By Paul A. Ruddell 

Idaho Fi?'st Da.y Covel" 
A ?"?'angements Announced 

THE POST OFFICE Depart­
ment has just announced first day 
cover arrangements for the new 3-cent 
Idaho commemorative stamp which 
will go on sale July 3 at Boise, Idaho. 

Collectors desiring first day can­
celations of the new stamp may send 
as many as ten addressed covers to the 
postmaster at Boise with cash or 
money order remittance to cover the 
stamps needed for affixing. A pencil 
endorsement in the upper right corner 
of the envelope should show the num­
ber of stamps to be affixed. 

The size of the Idaho 50th anniver­
sary commemorative stamp is .84 by 
1.44 inches in dimensions, ananged 
horizontally. It is printed in purple 
by the rotary process and issued in 
sheets of 50. 

* * 
Additional first day figures for the 

Composers set of the Famous Amer­
icans series has been announced by the 
Post Office Department as follows: 

Covers 
3c V. HerberL_ 168,200 
5c E. MacDowell 135,155 

• * 

Stamps 
1,234,128 

210,208 

The Cordova Air Service, Inc. has 
filed an application with the Civil 
Aeronautics Aut hoI' i t Y for non­
scheduled air transportation of per­
sons, property and mail between Cor­
dova, Alaska, and intermediate points 
of Valdez, Chitina, Copper Center, 
Gulkana, Gakona, Chestochina, Titl­
ing, Tanana Crossing with terminal 
point at "Fortymile District," either 
Chicken, Upper Jack Wade, Lower 
Jack Wade, or Walker's Fork, all in 
Alaska. 

* * 
While en route from England to 

Denmark, the Danish steamship Vida?' 
was sunk February 1, 1940, in the 
North Sea, as a result of which much 
of the mail conveyed thereby was lost. 
The Post Office Department has been 
advised, however, that three sacks of 
mail from the United States and 
destined for delivery in Denmark were 
subsequently washed ashore in Great 
Britain, d l' i e d, and forwarded to 
Copenhagen. 

* * 
Sixteen per cent discount will again 

be allowed for money orders drawn 
for payment in Canada and Newfound­
land effective June 1. 

* * 
The Postal Bulletin for May 22 

states: "Existing conditions being 

such that the parcel-post service to 
Belgium, Luxemburg (Grand Duchy), 
and Netherlands cannot be conducted 
as provided by the agreements be­
tween the United States and said 
countries, parcel-post service is sus­
pended until furthQr notice." 

* * 
Fourth Asst. P. M. G. Smith W. 

Purdum has again cautioned post­
masters against illegible postmarks, 

* * 
Experimental flights from France 

to the United States and return are to 
be undertaken this summer by Air 
F l' a n c e Transatlantique, carrying 
French government freight, officials 
and mail, the Civil Aeronautics Au­
thority has announced. Special per­
mission to make the flights was 
gTanted on the basis that no com­
mercial service was involved. 

It is understood that the balance of 
the Departmental supply of the New 
York and San Francisco World Fail' 
stamps consisting of several million 
copies of each have been sent to the 
postmasters at New York and San 
Francisco to advertise the second year 
of the fairs. 

• • 
BRAZIL celebrated the Fourth 

Centenary of the Foundation of Per­
nambuco on July 2, 1935, by issuing 
two stamps showing a picture of the 
primitive settlement. 

TELEGRAPHS! 
SPECIAL LOW PRICES ON SURPLUS 

STOCK! 

3c & 50c "Hole" both for ($1.60) _____ $ .80 
14 others " Punched" ________________ .55 

I have a few nice used ! 
Atlantic, 5c & 10c, both _____________ 1.00 
B. & 0., Forbes, set of 4, used _______ 1.55 
B. & 0., Kendall, 4 mint ___________ 1.70 
B. &. 0., Conn. River, 4 used ________ 1.10 
California, No. 3400 ________________ 5.50 
Commercial, yellow & green, 2 for ____ .70 

Have block of at same rate. 
Pacific Postal, 15c - 40c, each ________ 1.90 
North America, 1904 ($20.00) _______ 8.{)0 

-POSTAL-
1892-93-94, 3 for __________________ ~_ .70 
1897-98-99, 3 for ____________________ .90 
1900 to 1906, 7 for __________________ 2.75 
1907, Yellow or Pink, each __________ 2.0{) 
1908, Blue (10 words) ______________ 1.70 
1908, Black (10 words) ______________ 2.20 
1909, Brown or Blue (10 words) each 2.20 
1909, Violet "One" Telegraph _______ 3.25 
1910, Violet "One" Telegraph _______ 4.00 
1913, Blue "One" Telegraph _________ 6.25 
"r. C." 1909 Yellow Green (3612) ____ 9.00 
' ·P. R." 1908 Brown (3625) __________ 2.70 

WESTERN UNION-All Dates! 
Western Union, several dates proof, ea. 2.00 
United Fruit, 1910-1913, each ________ 1.00 
Tropical Radio, 1914, Blue __________ .50 
Tropical Radio, 1926, 5c & 25c, both __ 1.50 

Also 
South New England Telephone Franks, 

set of 5 for ___ __________ ______ __ 3.{)0 

If you collect Telegraphs write me 

Frank Pollard Brown 
PLYMOUTH, l\UCHIGAN 
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Postal Paper Of The United Statesl 1851-60 

PRINTED on white unwatermarked 
paper, perforate 15, 1512 and im­
perforate, on the flat press by 

Toppan, Carpenter and Company of 
Philadelphia. 200 subject plates, 100 
subject sheet. 

Imperforate 

1c 
3c 
5c 

10c 
12c 

No. I ssued 
26,827,700 

185,371,800 

747,000 
868,000 

Pe1-fo?'ate* 

1c 149,049,462 
3c 452,774,456 
5c 1,733,120 

10c 11,589,700 
12c 4,137,100 
24c 702,950 
30c 480,860 
90c 40,120 

**Issued 
July 1, 1851 
July 1, 1851 

March 14, 1856 
May 19, 1855 
Aug. 4, 1851 

July 1, 1857 
March 2, 1857 
Aug. 28, 1857 

Aug. 5, 1857 
Aug. 24, 1857 

July 5, 1860 
Aug. 10, 1860 
Aug. 13, 1860 

'Number issued from Ju ly 1. 1857 to June 
30. 1861. 

··Earliest known date of use. Do you know 
of any earlier? 

Subject 

Ic Benjamin Franklin from profile 
bust by Jean J. Caffieri, in Pennsyl­
vania Academy of Fine Arts. 

3c George Washington from profile 
bust by J ean Antoine Houdon. 

5c Thomas J efferson from portrait 
by Gilbert Stuart. 

10c, 12c, 24c George Washington 
from "Vaughan" type portrait by Gil­
bert Stuart. 

90c George Washington from paint­
ing by John Trumbull, at Yale Uni­
versity. 

30c Benj amin Franklin, artist and 
location of bust unknown. 

Historical Data 

Jessey Johnson was appointed the 
first stamp agent May 18, 1855 j the 
office existed until February 1, 1869. 
Stamps were delivered to the stamp 
agent at the place of manufacture by 
the contractors and then sent to the 
New York post office for distribution 
to the various postmasters on requisi­
tion. 

Contract for the perforate issue 
was drawn F ebruary 6, 1857 with a 
g uarantee of $55 apiece for the thir­
teen plates and $3000 for the per­
forator should the contract, which ex­
pired July 1, 1857, not be renewed 
by the government. 

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK 

Types 

1c (10 varieties). 
Type A: Die design, com pIe t e 

throughout. 
Type AI: As of type A j top par­

tially cut away. All copies show break 
under U of U. S . 

Type A2: As of type A j turned un­
der balls of both scrolls incomplete. 

Type A3: As of type Al j right 
plume and ball only half complete. 

Type B: Top and bottom designs, to 
and including outside label lines, cut 
away. 

Type B1 : As of type B j either top 
or bottom cut away but not both. 

Type C: Balls of bottom scrolls and 
plume ornaments cut away. Top and 
bottom lines never broken. Ornaments 
at top may be complete or partially 
cut away. 

Type C1: As of type C j recut. 
Type D: As of type B j side orna­

ments cut away. 
Type D1: As of type D j right orna­

ments more complete. No scratches on 
the left side. 

3c (2 varieties). 
Type A: Complete with outer frame 

line. 
Type B: Frame line cut away at 

top and bottom. 

5c (2 varieties). 
Type A: Complete with projections 

on all sides. 
Type B: Projections at top and bot­

tom partially cut away. 

10c (5 varieties) . 
Type A: Design nearly complete. 

Bottom partially cut away. 
Type B: As of type A j top design 

incomplete. 
Type B1: As of type B j recut. 
Type C: As of type B j lower right 

shell complete. 
Type D: As of type B j side orna­

ments partially cut away. 

Shades 

blue, grey ultramarine, dark ultra­
marine. 

3c dull red, rose red, pale rose red, 
Indian red, orange red, brick red. 

5c r ed brown, dark red brown, pale 
red brown, dark brown, rose brown, 
carmine brown, brick red, orange 
brown, grey brown, bistre. 

10c dark green, yellow green, dark 
yellow green, blue green, dark blue 
green, bright blue green, grey green. 

12c grey b I a c k, greeni sh black, 
smudgy black. 

24c bright lilac, dark lilac, grey 
lilac, black lil ac, dull reddish lilac, 
grey, sla teo 

30c yellow orange, red orange. 
90c dark blue. 
Imperforate: 
Ic bright blue, dark blue, indigo 

blue, pale dull blue, dark dull blue, 
green ish blue, grey ultramarine, dark 
ultramarine. 

3c dark rose red, pale rose red, In­
dian red, brick red, brown red, pale 

orange, lilac rose, dark orange brown, 
rose. 

5c carmine brown, red brown, dark 
r ed brown. 

10c dark green, yellow green, blue 
green. 

12c grey black, smudgy black. 

Cancelations 
(See table on next page.) 

Paper Varieties 
All values, both perforate and im­

perforate with stitch watermark. 1c 
perforate on laid paper. 

Printing Varie.ties 

3c imperforate, double impression. 
5c perforate, printed on both sides. 

Plate Varieties 

1c imperforate and perforate, double 
transfer, cracked plate, recut. 

3c imperforate, do u b 1 e transfer, 
cracked plate, worn plate. 

3c per for ate, double transfer, 
cracked plate, recut, line through 
POSTAGE. 

Perforate: 10c imperforate and perforate, 
Ic bright blue, dark blue, ind igo double transfer, recut, curl in left "X." 

W1'itten especially f01' WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP 
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The Editor's 
NOTHING seems so intimate to 
us as a rainy day; not a driving 
rain, mind you, just a steady 
downpour, or, a slow drizzle, as 
if it had always rained, and was 
going to keep on raining forever 
and ever. Such a rain makes the 
householEl cozy, a warm fire com­
fortable . Nature has shut out the 
world and the family cuddles 
closer. At the breakfast table we 
love each other a I ittle more. As 
we look out the window the world 
we see seems passing strange. It 
is pouring now, and as we look 
past yon trees we see an unusual 
world; the trees are but phan­
toms and the drops on our window 
panes blur even the nearest ob­
jects. Mystery lies over the land­
scape. The sky is gray, yet there 
is a translucent something that 
bespeaks of a sun somewhere be­
hind it all. Even the heavens 
seem nearer on a day like this . 
The raindrops pattering steadily 
on the metal roof of our back 
porch are a soothing music that 
is met with in no other instru­
ment. Every rainy day has its 
own sounds. Then the noises of 
things, of human voices, footsteps 
on the wet sidewalk, bird-cries at 
frequent intervals, the sound of 
wheels crunch ing on the graveled 
street on our south, dogs and 
poultry, sou n d muffled, half­
smothered and velveted in the 
wrappings of the rain. This is an 
ideal moment to get out our 
stomp collection and sit by the 

Whole Number 970 

Viewpoint 
bay window, alternately gazing 
into the mist and communing 
with the miniature engravings 
that people the pages of our 
stamp album. I t is thus that 
your thoughts will fly to the 
climes where your stamps origin­
ated, and with the ir aid you can 
feed the soul's imagination to the 
utmost. Aladdin's lamp has noth­
ing on a vivid imagination, and 
the stamps help you creep out of 
your everyday soul and bask in 
the sunshine of the French Rivi­
era or gaze at the Pyramids in 
Egypt, at will . A rainy day and a 
stamp collection are boon com­
panions. 

• • 
Attending stamp club meetings 
is a great deal like attending the 
weekly dinners of the Rotary 
Club, the Cooperative Club or the 
Kiwanis . There you forget the 
cares of everyday life and revert 
to be ing yourself. You talk only 
about the matters that interest 
you, and you are not to be in­
veigled into "small talk," such as 
makes up the conversations of 
ord inary social affairs . You satis­
fy your longing to be with other 
people, yet not be bored to death . . 
Your neighbor opens up his stamp 
album and you are lost in ecstasy 
over the treasures he presents for 
your delectat ion . When you re­
tire to your home after two or 
three hours of stamp club activi­
ties, you do not feel that YOLI hove 
spent a wasted evening . 
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Cancelations 

Town Imperforate 
l 3 5 10 

Black ---------------- X X X X 
Blue ----------------- X X X X 
Brown --------------- X X 
Green ---------------- X X X X 
Magenta ------------- X X X 
Olive ---------------- X 
Orange -------------- X 
Purple --------------- X 
Red ----------------- - X X X X 
Ultramarine ---------- X X X 
Violet --------------- - X 
Yellow --------------- X 

Miscellaneous 
1 3 5 10 

Canada -------------- X 
Carrier, black _________ X X 
Carrier, blue __________ X 
Carrier, red ---------- X X 
Express -------------- X X X X 
Free ----------------- X X 
Honolulu -------------
New York Ship ------- X 
Numeral ------------- X X 
Packet Boat ---------- X X 
Paid ----------------- X X X X 
Precancel Paid -------- X 
Railroad ------------- X X X X 
Southn Letter Unpaid __ 
Steam --------------- X X 
Steamboat ------------ X X X 
Steamship ------------ X X X X 
Supplementary A 
Supplementary B -----

Supplementary C -----

Too Late ----------- - - X 
U. S. Express _________ X X X X 
Way ----------------- X X 

Cove?'s 

3c imperforate, vertical and diag­
onal halves used as 1c. 

10c bisect is fraudulent as therE< was 
no 5c postage rate. 

Colo?' Changelings 

3c brown or black and 30c brown 
are chemical changes. 24c greenish 
due to sunlight. 

Paper 

Fine quality, hard and crisp, at 
first thick and opaque but later thin 
and translucent. Often sta ined yel­

.... low by the gum. 

Gum 

Thick and smooth , white to brownish 
yellow. 

Sizes 
1c, 20 x 26 mm.; 3c, 12c, 30c, 20 x 25 

mm.; 5c, 19 112 x 251h mm.; 10c, 19 x 
24112 mm.; 24c, 19 14 x 25 mm.; 90c, 
19 x 24% mm. 

lmp?int, ThTee Types 

A: Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & 
Co. Bank Note Engravers, Phil., New 
York, Boston & Cincinnati. Occurs on 

12 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

12 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

the side of the sheet at the middle, 

Perforate 
the top of the letters to the stamps. 

AI: As of type A; some time be-
1 3 5 10 12 24 30 90 tween January 1 and July 6, 1855, the 

X X X X X X X X name Casilear was dropped. 
X X X X X X X X A2: Toppan, Carpenter & Co. Phil-
X X X 

adelphia. Consisting of white letters X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X boxed in a colored background. 

Plate Numbe?'s, Th?'ee Types 
X X Imperforate: 

lc Imprint A, 1-7; AI, 9-12. 
X X X X X X X X 3c Imprint A, 1-9; AI, 10-28. 
X X X X 5c Imprint A, 1; AI, 1-2. 
X X X X lOc Imprint A, l. 

l2c Imprint A, 1-2; AI, 2-3. 

Perforate: 
1 3 5 10 12 24 30 90 1c Imprint A2, 8-12. 

3c Imprint A2, 10-28. 
X X 5c Imprint AI, 1-2. 
X X 10c Imprint A, 1; AI, 2. 
X X X X 12c Imprint A2, 3. 
X X X X X 24c Imprint AI, 1. 
X X 30c, 90c Imprint A2, 1. 

Cost 
X X X X Imperforate, 15c 1,000 ; perforate, 

X X X X l8c 1,000. 
X X X X X X X X 

Postage Rates 

X X X X X Some time after March 3, 1851, the 
X X X X streets of New York, Boston, New 

X X X X Orleans and Philadelphia were estab-
X X X lished as po·st routes and carriages 
X X X X X were appointed to service them. On 

X X X X this day the rates were changed as 
X X follows: Single letter, Ih ounce in U. 

X S. not exceeding 3,000 miles, 3c pre-
paid, over 3,000 miles 6c. By sea or 

X to a foreign country to 2,500 miles 10c, 
X X (Page 365, please) 

Mount Y OUI' Collection the Model'lI, W uy 
Use 

SCOTTtS Looseleaf Pages 
HERE ARE TWO MORE POPULAR GROUPS 

Similar sections for 150 other countries now ready. 
Get the complete li st from yom' dealer or from 

S COT T PUB Lie A T ION S, Inc. 
ONE WEST 47th ST., a NEW YORK, N. Y. 

• 
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RANDOM NOTES 

OBS~RVING ?ollectors will have something to 
thmk about If they read the Y. Souren ad in 

the May 18 GOSSIP. 

Here are quotations on good, fine, very fine, and 
superb items, at commensurate prices. The difference 
between good and superb, where price is concerned, 
varies as 4 or 5 to one. 

A tabulation of this kind should demonstrate in no 
uncertain manner that you can't expect to get superb 
specimens at the price of mere average copies; nor at 
any such a quotation as fifty off catalog. 

But people will do it, in the face of all the evidence: 
auction lots selling for two or three times cat., and 
dealers' demands of four or five times the ordinary 
price, when really superb copies are concerned. 

Of course, there is no law against trying to accom­
plish such buying-but it's a waste of time and money 
spent for postage. 

A writer in the current Splatterday Evening Pest 
says "Nothing is free." We're inclined to think he's 
right, especially where superb stamps are concerned. 

* * * 
Questions keep bobbing up all the time regarding 

all sorts of stamps and things, and since the insect 
plague of a couple weeks ago several people have asked 
about reptiles on stamps. 

The FIVE existing groups of reptiles are repre­
sented on stamps, but none of the extinct groups. In 
view of Mr. Farley's present enthusiasm for new issues 
depicting famous Americans, a series showing extinct 
reptiles would not be out of place, and it would create 
a lot of enthusiasm. 

This would bridge the gap between one of the ex­
isting groups of reptiles and the other four, an evolu­
tionary and biological hiatus which is practically im­
measurable. 

This first reptile, whose ancestry goes back into 
the remotest conceivable past, is the tuatara, ruatara 
or tuatete of the Maori, and the Sphenodon or Hatteria 
of scientists, the sole surviving member of the Rhyncho­
cephalia ("beak head"), a generalized reptilian group 
which may be considered ancestral in some or many 
ways to all the rest of the reptiles at present existing. 

Ditmars, in his "Reptiles of the World," has little 
to say of the tuatara, which is unfortunate, as this book 
is the only reference easily available to the ordinary 
student. 

The tuatara is characterized as "a living fossil," 
and a member of a group "rock-bound for ages." 

This is a picturesque but truthful way of intimating 
that the creature has little connection with the rest of 
the reptilian life of the world, even though it does look 
like some of them. 

Superficially the creature is like a lizard (see New 
Zealand, Type A67, Nos. 194 and 212). Those who are 
acquainted with iguanas will note the resemblance to 
those repitles. 

All of this is external. Only skin deep. As soon as 
we begin taking a tuatara apart we find that its str-uc­
ture, which is what actually counts, is totally different 
from that of any other living reptile, and is comparable 
only to that of the earliest fossils which represent the 
group. 

Boulenger, the great herpetologist of the British 
Museum, considers that the common ancestors of tur­
tles, tortoises, lizards, and the extinct Plesiosaurians, 
would be members of this group. 

This means that we do not know these missing links 
yet, but when they are eventually discovered, they will 
only demonstrate the extreme antiquity of the Rhyn­
chocephalians, and the immense gap between the tua­
tara and all other living reptiles-turtles, crocidilians, 
lizards, and snakes. 

Thus we come to realize the tremendous importance 
of the creature to the biologist who delves into compara,... 
tive anatomy. The tuatara possesses all the tissues and 
systems in their simplest possible form, thus constitut­
ing the trunk of the tree, so to speak; while the corre­
sponding skeletons, brains, etc., of the remaining rep­
tiles are the branches. 

Tuataras are said to grow to a length of two feet, 
but my own specimens were n~t more than half as 
long. They were carnivorous, rather sluggish, but 
enthusiastic biters, and when they took hold of any­
thing they hl,mg on in exactly the same way that a 
Gila Monster does. 

The Maori word tuatara means "having spines," 
but these are not very conspicuous, certainly not to the 
extent that they are on some of our "horned toads," 
as lizards of the genus Phrynosoma are called. 

Tuataras are said to lay hard-shelled eggs about 
an inch long, which hatch in about a yea?". This long 
period of incubation may be one of the reasons why the 
animals have become so rare, in addition to the usual 
explanation that they have been decimated by pigs. 

At the present time the tuatara is confined to some 
of the smaller islands in the Bay of Plenty, where 
they are strictly protected. 

Forty-five years ago they were plentiful every­
where, but in another forty-five years they probably 
will be found only in pickle in natural history mu­
seums; and their memory will persist only because 
they have been pictured on stamps! 

* * * 
Tortoises have been pictured on the envelope stamps 

of Seychelles, where the big Testudo elephantina is 

Written especially for WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP 
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CACHET NOTICES 

H. J. Lindhardt, RCD 143, Box 73, 
Hyde Park Station, Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia, will sponsor a pictorial cachet 
to be mailed from the destroyers of 
the United States Fleet. Most of the 
destroyers will be covered, so collectors 
may send as many covers as they wish. 
1c per cover forwarding. Postage dues 
absolutely refused. Deadline date is 
July 1st. Send 6%, size covers only, 
unsealed and unstuffed, please. 

J. O. Jernigan, RCD 157, 1014 East­
land Ave., Nashville, Tenn., is spon­
soring a cachet for mailing aboard 
naval vessels of the U. S. Neutrality 
Patrol in Southern Gulf waters. Send 
covers in sets of five, with 1c per cover 
forwarding, before the deadline date, 
July 1st. 

Charles W. Inglee, RCD 250, 1620s 
Fuller St., N. W., Washington, D. C., 
is accepting covers for a special ca­
chet honoring the "Forgotten Famous 
American," Jacob Perkins, inventor of 
the engraving process which made the 
"Penny Black" and later adhesive 
postage stamps possible. The covers 
will be mailed on July 9th, the anni­
versary of his birth at Newburyport, 
Mass. 1c per cover forwarding. Dead­
line date is July 1st. 

Don Graf, RCD 194, 391 Falconer 
St., North Tonawanda, N. Y., will 
sponsor the following printed cachets: 
July 24, Anniversary of the capture 
of Fort Niagara (covers from the Fort 
and four naval ships) ; August 6, An­
niversary of Battle of Oriskany (cov­
ers from Oriskany and four naval 
ships); August 9, Anniversary of 
bombardment of Stonington (covers 
:fit'om Stonington and four naval 
ships). Send five covers for each 
event plus 1c per cover forwarding. 
Deadline date for all three events is 
July 1st. Please send covers un­
sealed and unstuffed-6 %, size. 

Paul J. Gross, RCD 217, 1510 Leish­
man Ave., Arnold, Penna., will obtain 
cancels from the following naval 
s hip s: USS Morris, TiplJecanoe, 
Platte, Dobbin, Aulick, Blakeley, Pa­
toka, MacKenzie, O'Brien and Yukon. 
Send ten covers, together with 1c per 
cover forwarding, before the deadline 
date, which is July 15th. 

ASIATIC FLEET CHANGE 
Here's a last minute news flash that 

will be of interest to a good many 
readers. The heavy cruiser U S S 
Houston has been ordered to relieve 
the USS Augusta, also a heavy 
cruiser, as flagship of the U. S. Asiatic 
Fleet, effective at once. The Houston 
has already departed from Hawaii for 
the Philippines while the' A ugusta is 
scheduled to return to the United 
States for a complete overhauling 
soon. Both the Houston and Augusta 
may be contacted via their respective 

Navy Mail Clerks, care of Postmaster, 
San Francisco, California. Some in­
teresting location cancelations should 
result from both ships while on their 
voyages. 

• • 
U. S. Revenue Varieties 

From the C. W. Bedford Records 

R 14 

l . ! -
A DANDY double transfer 

on a 2c U. S. I. R. entered in a cocked 
position north by south. As proof, 
your attention is drawn to the close­
ness of the shifted lines at top and 
bottom left. Then examine the space 
between the normal lines and the shift­
ed lines at bottom right. This is en­
tirely possible. Take a rubber stamp 
and experiment. We refuse to become 
panicky and make misleading state­
ments. As C. W. previously wrote, 
"We want facts, not speculation." 

Just as Beethoven was years ahead 
of his time in his musical composi­
tions, Mr. Bedford was years ahead 
in advanced knowledge of plate vari-
eties. 

Sincerely, 

• • 
Postal Paper of the U. S. 

(Continued from page 849) 
over 2,500 miles 25c. Drop letters 1c. 
Merchandise, 1c an ounce to 500 miles, 
1c additional for each . 1,000 miles. 
Publishers' rate, 1c for 3 ounces any 
place in U. S., 1c additional for each 
ounce. 

On March 30, 1855, the rates were 
again changed as follows: Single let­
ter, in U. S. to 3,000 miles 3c, over 
3,000 miles 10c. Registration, 5c a 
package. 

Before the act approved January 2, 
1857, prepayment of postage was not 
necessary. This act made prepayment 

compulsory. 12c, 24c, 30c and 90c 
stamps were multiples of this rate. 
R ep?"ints 

Printed on white hard paper, un­
gummed, perforate 12, on the flat 
press by the Continental Bank Note 
Company. 200 subject original plates , 
100 subject new plates, 100 subject 
sheets. (To distinguish note differ­
ence in perforation 12 on reprints as 
against perforation 15, 1572 on or­
iginals.) 

*lc bright blue, 3,846 copies issued. 
*3c scarlet, 479. 5c orange brown, 878. 
*10c blue green, 516. *12c grey black, 
489. 24c dull violet, 479. 30c yellow 
orange, 480. 90c indigo, 454. 

P?'oofs 
All values imperforate on large die. 

All values perforate plate proofs on 
India. 

Color proofs of 1881 all values on 
thin card printed in black, blue, brown, 
green and scarlet. 

Printed on bank note paper: 3c plate 
in red; 5c vermilion, orange, olive 
green, bronze green, bistre, red brown, 
brown; 10c die in green; 12c plate in 
black and lilac; 24c black, red, red 
brown, lilac, blue, vermilion, yellow, 
dark yellow; 30c black; 90c black, red 
brown, brown, green, blue, bistre, 
orange, purple, red violet, black violet. 

Bibliography 
The Postage Stamps of the United 

States, John N. Luff (1902). 
The United States 1c Stamp of 1851-

7, Volumes 1-2, Stanley B. Ashbrook 
(1938) . 

The United States 10c Stamp of 
1855-7, Stanley B. Ashbrook (1936). 

United States 12c 1851-7, Col. J. K. 
Tracy, Stanley B. Ashbrook (1926). 

The 3c Stamp of the United States 
-1851-7 Issue, Carroll Chase (1929). 

Notes 
This issue has been very well cov­

ered by extensive studies by many 
specialists. I have not gone into de­
tail as the works noted above cover 
the field more thoroughly than I am 
capable of doing. 

I would like to call your attention 
to some things that may be of 
help. We need additional data on the 
30c, artist and location of the bust; 
earlier use of practically all values 
both perforate and imperforate; color 
proofs are by no means complete and 
further listings of these are desirable. 
If you have any additional informa­
tion concerning this, or the previously 
reported 1847 issue, by all means let 
me hear from you. 

I am not a specialist in the sense of 
a student but I do want all available 
information recorded for collector use. 

*100 subject plates made from original transfer 
rolls. These values have wider spacing between 
stamps than the original. 
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WOMEN IN PHILATELY 
By Lucy Charlotte Hooper 

EVEN THOUGH we are "on and we do enjoy her comforting words 
the wing," free to light anywhere we of cheer and encouragement for our 
like, and to go where we please and gratis work. We cannot forget her 
when we please, we will not forget our loyalty. Hope to see her in New York 
good friends, who have been so kind or New Jersey. 
and loyal to us in our campaign for Weare so glad to heal' that our 
Good-Will and Friendship. Many for- member, Mrs. Anna E. van de Sandt, 
get that this is a Fraternal Order, not is recovering from her recent illness. 
a bureau for the dissemination of gos- She is such an enthusiastic soul. 
sip or ill-will. I do treasure my cor- Lady Gertrude Strickland writes, 
respondents, but, all will please f01"- "The touch of your warm, friendly 
give our impossibility of writing per- hand in mine was to feel the thrill 
sonally to each one. But, we do not of happiness in my soul. I have been 
forget! greatly touched by the sincerity and 

Mrs. Jas. A. Chandler, No. 1030, untiring activity amongst the fine 
writes from her home way up in people you meet and greet. May you 
Maine, near the Canadian border, "I and yours have a most joyful trip." 
note the annual roll-call, and I am Clara G. Coulehan, president of the 
still in the Land of the Living. I am Boulder Stamp Club, writes she and 
writing to tell you how much we en·· her fine club are planning to see us, 
joy your articles. May your good and may we add "It is going to be a 
work go on. Louise M. Chandler." great pleasure upon our part." 

Miss Edna Gordon, our latest Aux- Writing on the streamliner is harder 
iliary member, No. 2079, writes, "As than on the airliner, but, I prefer the 
a schoolgirl I collected stamps in the former. Belated letters forwarded to 
Gay Nineties, when Hiram E. Deats me are coming in slowly and only at 
was the most prominent in Philately, stop-overs do we receive them. 
when the three Mekeel brothers pub- Both my husband and self enjoy the 
lished at St. Louis, and when stamps long rest on the train, and I notice the 
cost a penny 01' two, and we were satis- Colonel does not complain. We have 
fied with one of a kind, instead of sorted out the invitations to various 
blocks, panes, and goodness knows clubs and societies, some fraternal, 
what of the present day." Well, I but, mostly philatelic. 
have written this real philatelist that I rather like the long string of meet­
we must meet in New York at the ings visiting the principal clubs and 
"Pioneer Philatelic Day." societies, before and after our three-

Mrs. Theia Thompson, our dear day conclave. One thing it is going to 
Iowa member, has kept up close to do, and that is, find out the friendly, 
us, in several letters. In one she good-natured people, we have often 
states, "I would like to attend one of heard of, but never seen. What a 
the big meetings, possibly some day panorama of souls we will have in our 
if the good Lord is willing. It would note-books, to add to our long lives 
be marvelous to me. Some people in Philately. 
seem to think we collectors are slightly We take out our note-book and find 
off our balance, but, I have a lot of items and little talks of nice people 
fun, and it does help to drive the blues we know and fine people who make us 
away. You will be glad to know feel gladsome and light in spirit. 
our members here, especially Mrs. A beautiful letter from our Aux­
Kelso and Mrs. Scoville, are well. I iliary Convenor, Edith Adams-Brown, 
went to see Mrs. Kelso as she is not of New York, and her four-page sum­
able to get our very much, but enjoys mary of what is right, and how we 
a sisterly visit from our Fraternal can guide ourselves in the "big city." 
Order. With best wishes for you It is a great help to know realities 
both." A real kindly soul, I hope to from one who certainly knows. We 
meet soon. are looking forward to our first re-

Mrs. Lena Wohn, our New Jersey ception, to be held at the beautiful 
member, we may see in Newark soon, Hotel George Washington, of Lexing­
writes, "Here is another first day ton Square, over one thousand rooms, 
cover to add to your cover collection, all with bath, with the great Solarium 
for your very kind sending of a cover and the Palm Court. 
from the National Orange Show of The entire membership of our Fra­
America. Hope to see you in New ternal Order seems to think our inno­
York 01' in New Jersey." vation of visiting a score of clubs and 

Mrs. Geo. W. Nutz, one of our char- stamp societies is far and away ahead 
tel' members, sends us lovely letters of cut - and - dried business sessions, 
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long-winded reading of philatelic pa­
pers (rehashed from articles known to 
the old-timers), and jealous warring 
over sub-section No. 197 on Chapter 
CVI of the by-laws and constitution, 
etc., etc. 

Other letters received from Mrs. 
Eleanor Soesman, thanking our son 
and daughter for their great aid to us, 
and her solicitation about our health. 
She says, "I have not attended a club 
for nearly two years, as I was disap­
pointed on my last visit, and it hurt 
me!" 

Another message from Mrs. Doro­
thy B. McEntee, with lots of news of 
"Maryland, My Dear Maryland," and 
Washington, D. C., where we are en­
route to visit. Also, Miss Edna R. 
Gordon's lovely letter of her outstand·· 
ing women's club. 

From our Tacoma Philatelic Society, 
news that our good friend, Mrs. Naomi 
Yoshida, has been elected vice-presi­
dent. That club is dear to my heart, 
every member, male and female, in our 
ranks of the Phalanx. 

Miss Margherita Petruccia has been 
elected President of the New Haven 
Women's Philatelic Society. Assisting 
her will be Miss M. M. Taft, as vice­
president; Miss O. E. Williams as sec­
retary; and Mrs. H. H. Holt as treas­
urer. 

We were glad to hear of the election 
of Mrs. J. A. Klix as 1940 secretary· 
treasurer of the Galveston (Texas) 
Philatelic Society. Theil' veteran pres­
ident is the highly distinguished Dean 
Dorchester, one of our leading Pha­
lanx honorary life members. 

Edna R. Peebles, former president 
of the Chicago Women's Stamp Club, 
congratulates us on our work on 
woman's part in Philately, and Miss 
Helen Cunningham, the 1940 presi­
dent, has kindly invited us to visit 
the club. 

• • 
THE FIRST STAMPS issued 

by the Finnish Republic in 1917, were 
designed by Prof. E. Saarinen, plates 
made by Lilius and Hertzberg, and 
the stamps printed at Helsingfors. 

• • 
I N 1894 Labuan changed 

her engraved stamps showing head of 
Queen Victoria to lithographed ones, 
the lithograph stones having been 
prepared by transferring from the en­
graved plates. Forgeries of all seven 
denominations exist, in which the 
colors are not closely matched, being 
generally duller in appearance. The 
perforation on both the genuine and 
forged stamps are 14, but the forged 
ones are less regularly spaced. 
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Postal Paper Of The United States/ 

National Bank Note Issue/ 1861-66 

PRINTED on white unwatermarked 
paper, perforated 12, with and 
without grill, on the flat press by 

the National Bank Note Company of 
New York. 200-subject plates, 100-
subject sheets. 

Without Grill 

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK 

Trial Color Proofs: On India 
A nd Bond Papers 

1c, green, black. 
2c, blue, green, grey, greenish grey, 

lilac, light vermilion, orange. 

Grills ""No. 

which gives them the appearance of 
proofs; also the slight difference in 
some colors. 

Patents 

*No. Issued Issued A B C D E F H Issued 

Granted Dr. S. W. Francis a patent 
whereby the paper was soaked in an 
alkaline bath and canceled by a small 
sponge saturated with acid which 
turned the s tam p brown. 10,000 
stamps were prepared. 

Ie blue ----------------- 133,542,970 Aug. 21, 1861 X X X 14,354,900 
2c black ---------------- 20 ,751,350 July 6, 1863 X X X X 76,559 ,100 
3c rose _________________ 1,619.668.700 Aug. 18, 1861 X X X X X X X 321,904,200 
5e brown --------------- 7,5 30,100 Aug. 19, 1861 X X 682,180 

IDe g-reen ---------------- 24,959,310 Aug. 20, 1861 X X X 5,289,380 
12c black ---- - ----------- 6,076,775 Sept., 1861 X X X 3,585,600 T?'ial P?'ools (J)remie?'e-gravu?'es) 
15e black ---------------- 1,215,100 Apr. 15, 1866 X X 2,536,360 
24c violet ---------------- 9.285,300 Oct. 8, 1861 X 234,175 
30c orange -------------- 3,057,470 Aug. 20, 1861 X X 282.740 

abc d 
90c blue ----------------- 277,510 Sept .• 1861 X 30,820 

1c __________ _ X X 

'Issued to postmasters from Aug. 16. 1861 to June 30, 1867. " Delivered to the stamp agent. 3c ___________ X X X X 

Grill Sizes: Points Up 

A-Covers entire stamp. 
B-18 x 15 mm. (22 x 18 points). 
C-13x16 mm. (16-17x18-21). 

Points Down 

D-12 x 14 mm. (15 x 17-18). 
E-ll x 14 mm. (13-14 x 17-18). 
Slightly larger overprint; overprint 

in black. 
Without grill: all values except 12c, 

15c, 30c. 
H grill: 2c, 5c, 15c, 30c; F grill: 

Ie; E grill: 12c. 
Cont?'ol Numbers 

Overprinted in large numbers; only 
one number to a denomination. 

1c number 9012; 2c, 8901; 3c, 7890; 
5c, 6789; 10c, 5678; 12c, 4567; 15c, 
235; 24c, 3456; 30c, 2345; 90c, 1234. 

Notes 

Can you supply earlier dates of use 
than those given here? Proofs of this 
issue are not yet completely listed; 
there are undoubtedly many more 
colors used for trial. 

Recognition of only one variety of 
this issue and giving the "August" is­
sue the classification of proofs is log­
ical since there is no actual proof that 
the "August" stamps were accepted 
by the post office as stamps or issued 
to postmasters. 

Proofs 

All values on large and small die; 
India and card plate. 

Die o·n large India 2 1h x 3 inches 
mounted on large octavo card 6 x 9 
inches with National Bank Note Com­
pany imprint below. 

3c, blue, bronze, green, 4 shades 
brown, red, rose, vermilion. 

5c, black, blue, bronze green, red, 
yellow. 

10c, black, blue. 
12c, scarlet. 
15c, blue. 
24c, black. 
30c, black, blue, b l' 0 w. n, green, 

orange. 

90c, black, green, red, lilac, ultra­
marine. 

On Cm'd 

2c, light vermilion, green, brown, 
yellow. 

24c, black. 
90c, green. 

COlO?'P?'oofs: 1881 

All values on thin card in black, 
blue, brown, green, scarlet. 

5c ___________ X X X 
10c ___________ X X X 
12c ___________ X X X X 
24c ___________ X X X 
30c ___________ X X X X 
90c ___________ X X X 

(a) large die; (b) small die; (c) 
India plate; (d) regular paper plate. 

Issued by the National Bank Note 
Company apparently as specimens of 
their work in bidding for the contract 
beginning July 1, 1861. Usually 
called the "August" issue. 

10c known used with black, red, 
blue, blue town, Express, Paid, Steam­
ship and Supplementary A cancels. 

24c known used with black, blue, 
red, ultramarine and Paid cancels. 

Plate Numbe?'S: At Bottom of Sheet 

1c 9, *10, *22, 25, *27. 
2c ':'28, *29, *30, 31, *50, ~'51, "'53. 

3c *11, 12-3, *14, 19-21, 23-4, *32, 
33, *34, 35, *36, 37, 42-9, *52, 54, *55. 

5c *17; 10c *15, *26; 12c *16; 15c 
All values no grill, overprint in ':'41; 24c *6; 30c *7; 90c *18. 

SlJecimen 

10,100 sets, J al1uary 23, 1867; Feb­
ruary 28, 1867. 

black except 2c and 15c in vermilion, Postage Rates 
12c in orange. 

':'New 100 subject plates, plate num- On March 3, 1861, a rate of 10c, 
bel's of which are 56 to 60. prepaid, was established to or from 

To distinguish note yellowish white the Pacific Coast. Effective July 1, 
gum, badly cracked; extremely white 1863, a rate of 3c for each half-ounce 
paper and exceptional job of printing 'Plates used fot' grilled issues. 

Written eS1Jecially 101' WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP 



WEEKLY 

PHILATELIC 
GOSSIP 

D. E. DWORAK, Owner and Publisher 

R. B. NOSTRUM, Business Manager 

AL BURNS, Editor 

Volume 30 Number 14 

Weekly 

PHILATELIC 

GOSSIP 

The Stamp Collectors 

Maga%ine 

Published Every Saturday 

at Holton, Kansas 

- .•. -
- Subscription -

$1.00 Per Year. in United 
States. Canada. Mexico. 
Newfoundland. Cuba. 
([entral and So. America. 
Other Countries $1. 75. 

- .•. -
In Continuous Publication 

Since 1915. 

- .•. -
... Advertising Rates on 

Request. 

- .•. -
Send All Orders and 

Remittances to 

THE GOSSIP PRINTERY 

Holton, Kansas, U. S. A. 

JUNE 15, 1940 

The Editor's 
BOOKS and magazines are made 
for Man, and not Man for them. 
The bearin's of which, as Dickens 
might say, is in its application. 
Use 'em. Thumb 'em. Underline 
interesting passages. Go to bed 
with 'em. Carry 'em with you on 
your next Sunday trip to the lake 
or ocean. Pack 'em in your grip 
whenever you travel by train or 
bus. And don't own books nor 
read magazines that cannot be 
carried down through the valley 
of everyday as the soul's lunch­
basket. I nstitutions were made 
for Man and not Man for the I n­
stitution. Let us take the univer­
sity, for instance. No, Dr. Ral­
ston, whilst we appreciate your 
earnest urge to make a name for 
yourself as President of Loyalty 
College, yet we would remind you 
that we are sending our son to 
your university for the good he 
can get out of it, and not for the 
benefit he can do you and your 
institution . We have not sent 
him to you to find out how far he 
falls short of your standards, nor 
what glory he can add to his Alma 
Mater; we have placed him with 
you for you to find out what's in 
him, and to develop that to the 
utmost. We don't care a tinker's 
hang about the grand old tradi­
tions of your place of learning, 
except as they help you to make 
our boy into a Man who can be 
successful in his walk of life. 
Then, there is the Church. It, 
too, was made for Man, and not 

Whole Number 971 

Viewpoint 
Man for the Church . And, if, 
Sir Parson, your meeting-house 
is just interested in keeping it­
self up, why it should be closed 
up permanently as it has failed . 
I t matters not how much money 
you raise, nor how rich are your 
vestments, nor, even, how ad­
vanced your theology, nor how 
numerous your membership, nor 
how expensive your stained glass. 
If you are not helping friend Man 
to become more sober, indus­
trious, clean and honest, then you 
are not producing, and you should 
quit . Hobbies, too, were made 
for Man, and not Man for Hob­
bies. They should be carefully 
selected for what they are intend­
ed to do for you. I f your day of 
work is a hectic round of activity, 
then your hobby should be some­
thing that can be practiced in a 
quiet place and be something 
that is soothing to jangled nerves. 
There are many hobbies, includ­
ing the grand old hobby of stamp 
collecting, that will stand up un­
der those requirements. If your 
day's work is something that re­
quires sitting all day in a close 
atmosphere, then your off hours 
should be partially devoted to 
some hobby that leads you out 
into the exhilarating influence of 
fresh air. 

-AL BURNS 

',., 
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regardless of distance within the 
United States. 

1875 R ep?'ints 

Printed on very white hard paper, 
perforate 12, on the flat press by the 
Continental Ban k Note Company. 
*100, 200-subject plates, 100·subject 
sheets. 

Den. Color No. Issued 
;' lc ultramarine ___ __ 3,195 
*2c deep black ____ ___ 979 

3c brown red ___ ____ 465 
*5c pale brown ____ __ 672 

*10c blue green ____ ___ 451 
*12c deep black ___ ____ 389 
15c deep black ______ _ 397 
24c brown violet _____ 346 
30c brown orange ____ 346 
90c dark blue __ ____ _ 317 

P?"'inting Va?'ieties 

Without grill: 1c, 2c, 3c, 30c printed 
on both sides. 3c with double impres­
sion. 

Grilled: 3c A grill printed on both 
sides. 

Pe?'fo?'ation Va?ieties 

Without grill: 3c imperforate; 1c, 
2c, 3c, 30c imperforate horizontally. 

H grill: 3c imperforate; 3c imper­
forate hOl·izontally. 

G?'ill VaTieties 

Double grill: 3c A; all H except 90c; 
all F except 1 Oc; 2c E. 

Triple Grill: 2c, 3c F; 3c H. 
Split Grill: All F except 10c; all 

H except 15c. 

Cove?'s 

Without grill and grill H, 2c ver­
tical, diagonal and horizontal halves 
used as 1c. Grill F 2c diagonal half 
used as 1c. 

Pape?' 

Thick to thin. 

Gum 

Brown to yellowish white. 

Sizes 

1c, 19% x 25 mm.; 2c, 20 % x 24% 
mm.; 3c, 20x25 mm. ; 5c, 20 % x25 %. 
mm.; 10c, 20 % x 2414 mm.; 12c, 19 % 
x 24% mm.; 15c, 19 14 x 24 % mm.; 
24c, 19% x 24 mm.; 30c, 20 x 24 % 
mm.; 90c, 19% x 24 14 mm. 

I m1Yl' in t 

Type B: National Bank Note Co., 
New York at top and sides ; Type B1: 
National Ba nk Note Company a t bot­
tom. 

1c bright blue, pale blue, dull blue, 
pale dull blue, slate blue, Prussian 
blue, ultramarine, chalky blue. 

2c grey black, greenish black. 
3c pale rose, rose red, dull red, 

orange red, pink, scarlet, lake. 
5c red brown, orange brown, yellow 

brown, black brown, grey brown, olive 
yellow. 

10c yellow green, pale yellow green, 
blue green. 

12c, 15c, grey black. 
24c black violet, grey, grey lilac, 

lilac, red lilac, steel blue. 
30c deep orange. 
90c pale blue, dark blue, bright blue, 

indigo. 

Shades: G7illed 

lc pale blue, light blue, dull blue. 
2c, 12c, 15c, grey black. 
3c pale rose, red, rose red, lake red. 
5c dark brown, black brown. 
10c dark green, yellow green, blue 

green. 
24c grey. 
30c deep orange. 
90c dark blue. 

Pape?' VaTieties 

Thin white wove paper, all varieti es 
without grill except 2c, 15c; all H 
grill except 24c, 30c, 90c; 3c and 10c 
on F grill. (Pag e 387, please.) 

The Next 

Wanna Know 

WHILE attending a recent 
meeting of a stamp club, o·ne of the 
members made this very positive 
statement during the discussion of the 
sidelines of philately: "If I have to 
collect meters I'll stop collecting." 

However, I WANNA KNOW, what 
is a stamp? What is the main item in 
philately? How does the meter dif­
fer (from this item)? A stamp is pop­
ularly supposed to represent a bit of 
paper with "stickum" with which to 
adhere it to mail matter that it may 
be carried to its proper destination. 
In realiy embossed paper as well as 
adhesives are stamps and the ordi­
nary permits then must be included 
for they represent the receipt for post­
age prepaid. Also since postage dues 
are included in most catalogues why 
not the cards or envelopes with order 
for collection of postage from ad­
dressee. Nevertheless we get back to 
the adhesive as the basis of the ma­
jority of most collections. 

Thi s hypothesis being true then just " 
how much does the present day meter 
differ from the standard? It now is 
printed at moment of use, correct 
amount of postage indicated, color, 
however, remaining the same for all 
amounts and some are perforated all 
around. We go the European folks 
one better. Instead of advertising on 
the reverse, a firm trade mark or busi­
ne s slogan is placed to the left of the 
meter indicia. 

If they are not stamps - well, I 
wanna know.-The Stroller. 

110 SECTIONS of Scott's 
LOOSELEAF PAGES 
for 
I ndividual Countries 
are NOW READY! 

Ann ouncing 110 new Looseleaf sec­
lions ' , . 110 plus 150 a lready issued 
mea ns there are nOw 200 sections for 
individual countries a vailable . . . with 
more t o come ! 

Look into this smart, up-to-the-minute 
way of collecting . Ideal for t h e spec· 
ia lis t. 

See your deal er, or write ll S for a lis t 
o f the pre vious 150 sections. as we ll as 
a compl ete illustra ted price list of other 
items in the famous Scott. Line. 

S COT T PUB L I CAT ION SI INC. 
ONE WEST 47th ST., £ NEW YORK, N. Y. 

.~ 



.f 

~. 

RANDOM NOTES 

THANKS to K. W. Harmer, we have a first-day cover 
with the commemorative set of the centenary of 

the postage stamp. 
The stamps are just the size of the Bahamas Peace 

set of 1920, and are six in number: lhd deep green, 1d 
red, llhd red-brown, 2d orange, 2lhd deep ultramarine, 
3d violet. 

The design is severely plain: no fancy engine-turned 
background or frame. No embroidery. No ginger­
bread. A simple, solid-color background with profiles of 
Victoria and George VI, crown at the middle top, with 
VICTORIA at left and GEORGE at right. 1840-
value-1940 at bottom, and POSTAGE - REVENUE 
at. sides. 

The postmark is LONDON, 9:45 A. M., 7 MY., 40. 
A hundred years from now, when GOSSIP is 125 years 
old, somebody may want to know the exact hour, day, 
and place! 

* * * 
Then there's our office girl, who thinks that the 

Vergil Bi-Millenary set commemorates the time when 
Publius Vergilius Mal'o went out to purchase a Roman 
helmet just before Easter. 

* * 
There isn't any doubt about the British Military 

Occupation of Iceland. A postal card just received 
from Reykjavik is not only decorated with some very 
handsome stamps, but also bears one of those unmis­
takable censor marks, a large octagon with a British 
crown and PASSED 08 in it. 

* * 
Just how long it will be ere we have a lot of occupa­

tion stamps of German origin, for Denmark, Norway, 
Netherlands, and Belgium is problematical. Probably 
not long. Meanwhile the similar stamps, issued in 
1914-18, and the later plebiscite issues, Memelgebiet, 
for instance, are in considerable demand. Few dealers 
have any supply of these things, and when offered in 
auctions recently they have sold well. 

Many of them are very scarce, like Belgium N8-9-
22-23, many Lithuania and Poland items, and prac­
tically all of the Memels, Nos. 1 to 17. 

All of these things were plentiful and cheap in 1921, 
but there was little demand for them. Now they are 
neither abundant nor reasonable in price, and senti­
ment doesn't seem to have anything to do with con­
ditions. 

* * * 
The record for holding auction sales will probably 

be attained by Harmer, Rooke & Co., of New York and 
London, who will hold no less than fifteen auctions 
during the thirty days of June. 

The sales are scheduled, anyway: this is May 22, 
and there may be a lot of German bidders at the London 

sales unless the Allies stiffen up resistance a bit! If 
they don't, we'll very likely have similar guests trying 
to crash the New York auctions in two or three months! 

* * * 
I am invited to explain, "What's this thing?" 
The item is a block of four from a Belgian booklet 

pane, it seems, with two Belgian 35c green, No. 271, 
and two attached advertisements from the Netherlands. 

The ads are for cheese. One label has a circular 
central design, the other a hexagonal figure, probably 
reproducing cheese labels. Both are inscribed in French, 
"Fromage de Hollande, Marque de I'Etat" = Dutch 
Cheese, State Trade Mark; and in Dutch, "Neder­
landsche Kaascontrole, Onder Rukstoezicht,"=Nether­
lands Cheese Control, Under Government Supervision. 
One label is for Volvet 450/0, the other for merely 400/0. 

Such blocks are interesting things for those who 
go in for oddities, especially when used. 

It is a common procedure for European governments 
to rent space for advertising purpses in stamp booklets, 
utilizing either margins surrounding the sheets, or else 
blanks the same size as the stamps, as in this case. 

* * * 
Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 of The Asia Stamp Journal have 

just arrived. It seems marvelous that a magazine of 
this size and importance can be produced under the 
unfavorable conditions existing in Shanghai, and Mr. 
A. F. Kerneck, the publisher, is worthy of all com­
mendation and support in this enterprise. No one 
interested in the stamps of China, Manchukuo, Corea, 
etc., can afford to miss this journal, which costs 10c 
U. S. a number. 

The January issue contains an interesting article 
about Tannou Touva, which seems to indicate that all 
the various pictorial triangles, diamonds, etc., have 
been postally used to some extent. These are the out­
casts in the Tentative Listings. 

* * * 
Today Robson Lowe is selling the Bertram McGowan 

collection of Penny Blacks, 2146 lots of them, including 
all positions in all plates, in their various stages! 

The 72-page catalog is really a short monograph of 
the Penny Black, with an Introduction which goes into 
such subjects as production of the plates, check letters, 
varieties, cancelations, condition, and values of stamps 
from all plates as affected by these conditions. 

The lowest price quoted for petrfection copies, even 
of the commonest plates, is £1. This will doubtless 
make a vast number of collectors opine that the catalog 
quotation of $2 for this stamp is a bargain, especially 
if you can get fifty per cent discount! Well, fifty off 
AND a perfection co·py. I doubt that part of it, myself. 

(Next page, please.) 

Written especially for WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP 
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Straits Settlements, Johore (152). 
An 8 cents, blue and black, with por­
trait of the Sultan flanked by a bor­
der with native inscription, has been 
received.-N. Y. Sun. 

Straits Settlements, K e I ant a n 
(271). New $2 and $5 values have 
been issued for this State in the 
Straits Settlements.-N. Y. Sun. 

Sudan (360). The 10m, black and 
red, Scott's type A2, has been sur­
charged "5 mills." in black, in both 
Roman and Arabic letters. - N. Y. 
Sun. 

• • 
Postal Paper of the 
United States 

(Continued from page 377) 
Stitch watermark, all varieties with­

out grill. Ie, 2c, 3c, 5c, 15c on H 
grill; 2c, 3c F. grill. 

Laid paper, Ie, 2c, 3c without grill. 
F-11 x 13 mm. (14 x 15-17). 
H-9 x 13 mm. (11-2 x 15-17). 

Subject 
2c Andrew Jackson, portrait by 

Dodge. 
15c Abraham Lincoln, photograph. 
All other values as of the 1851-7 

issue. 

Historical Data, New Stamps, Grills 

To prevent the use of United States 
stamps by the Confederate States, in­
dividuals and postmasters were or­
dered to redeem their supplies of the 
1851-7 issue with the new 1861 issue. 
A new contract for the engraving and 
printing was made that saved the 
government about thirty per cent. De­
signs of the 1857 issue were used with 
t he addition of the 2c and 15c, re­
worked and printed in different colors. 

G?-ills 
The grill is produced by a roller. 

A cylinder of soft steel on which a 
knurl has been applied then hardened. 
To produce various sies of grill, ver­
tical and horizontal bands were planed 
off leaving the desired size. The 
stamps were then run between this 
roller and a platen of sheet lead which 
produces a breakage of the paper. The 
stamps were then placed under a pres­
sure of five hundred tons which tended 
to restore the paper to its natural 
flatness. 

The intention of the grill was to 
break the paper so that the canceling 
ink would penetrate the fibres of the 
paper instead of spreading over the 
surface whence it could be removed by 
chemicals and re-used. 

Shades: No grill. 

• • 
When answering ads say, "I saw it in 

W. P. G. Thanks! 

FOR DEALERS ONLY. This largest and 
most useful of wholesale catalogs con­
tains 150 pages devoted to Stamps in 
Sets; 100 pages of Single Stamps; a large 
section of United States Stamps; thou­
sands of illustrations; favorable prices 
. .. Sent to dealers only, on receipt of 
a 50c' deposit deductible from your first 
order amounting to $5.00 or more. 

H. E. HARRIS Cr CO .. 108 Mass. Av .. BOSTON 
"Everything for the Stamp Dealer" 

DEALERS 
New Wholesale List ready for distribution April 

1st. Entirely Revised. 2000 different complete 
sets-Mint FOREIGN. Airpost, Commemorative. 
Semi-Postal. Pictorial I ssues from 1901 to 1940. 
Free to dealer on request. 

ELLIOTT M. WALTON. INC. 
80 Nassau Street, New York 

French Colonial Bargains 
Color Changes. April. 1940. mint ..... ..... $ .65 
1939 Rene Caill ie. 24 vaT., mint ..... .. .... 2.00 
1939 New York Fair, 48 var., mint ........ 3.50 
1931 Paris I nter. Expos., mint, 126 var .... . 6.00 
1000 dill. mounted. fine ................... 7.50 
2000 dilL mounted. cat. about $100.00 ...... 22.00 

Anything returnable. I offer French Col. on 
approval at low prices. Send for lot. 

FRANCIS LUCAS 
629 S . Campbell, Springfield, Mo. 

BELGIUM LUXEMBURG 
NETHERLANDS 

Fill your needs before it is too late! 
With increasing demand stock will sell out 
soon. Write today I 

John H. Beernl3U 
1289 Sturlane Place. Hewlett. L. I., N. Y. 

(A. P. S. 16277) 

U. S. AT "CUT RATE" 
Used. No damaged. Returnable. 

93 .95 189 .30 330 .75 461 2.75 546 1.65 
WLW _ .~ mLU ill .~ m .~ 

151 .68 213 .75 399 .35 477 1.38 578 .90 
152 1.10 297 .58 422 .38 541 .42 579 .60 
153 1.45 299 .58 440 .34 545 2.30 C 1 .34 

U. S. on Approval at 10% to 700/0 off retail . 
Free " Cut Rate Approval Blank" upon request. 

R. DESMOND, Box 675, Butler. N. J. 

AT AUCTION 
July 15 and August 5 

R. L. Sau nders collection-nothing added 
for 10 years-to be sold in two parts on 
above dates-strong in U . S. 

H. WENDT 
WAVERLY. 

*74 

IOWA 

AIR MAIL ENVELOPES 
HAMMERMILL BOND 

100 for 60c 500 for $2.50 
1000 for $5.00 

Same with your name and address, not to 
exceed three lines. printed in upper left 
corner, at 

100 for $1.75 250 for $3.00 
500 for $5.00 

All prices are postpaid. 

The Gossip Printery 
HOLTON. KANSAS 

U. S. COLLECTORS 
I have a unique method for helping you 

build up your collection economically on 
a systematic basis. Hundreds are satisfied 
customers. Why not you I If you spend a 
dollar or more a week on your collection­
Write for free detail •. 

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD 
West Cummlna1on. Mas •. 

I WANT TO BUY 
Whole Colleetlona - Accumulation. 

Stocks--Preeaneels--Odd Lots 
J pay top prices, prompt settlementa. 

Send with your prien or for offers. 
AfONTBLY AUCTION SALES. 

Catalogue sent on reQuest. 

J. R RASDALE 
S.P.A. ELSIE. MICH. A. P. S. 

FI RST DAY COVERS 
3c Pony Express. St. Joseph or Sacramento. 

single, IOc; block, 2Bc. 3c Pan AmerIcan, Wash., 
D. C .. single. 10c; block 23c. 3c Idaho. or Wyo .. 
single, 10e; block ot 4, 20c. 3c Coronado. single, 
IOc; block of 4, 20c. Be 100 Year Ann!. of Post­
age Stamp. single, IOc; block of 4, 20c. Famous 
Americans. Scientists, Composers. Artists, or In­
ventors series. set of 5, singles, 60c; blocks of 4. 
$1.35. Leo August 1940 1st Day Catalog. 37c. 
Rltter's 1940 1st Day Catalog. 27c. Scott's 1940 
Postage Catalog. $2.50. J. N. CLARKSON JR., 
Dept. II, Ridgewood. New Jersey. ' 

SUMMER CLEARANCE JOB LOTS 
I have available a number of $10.00 lots 

made up more or less as per customers' C' 
wishes and easily worth double. These I will 
willingly send out on approval against ref­
erences. Installments over as long as three 
months accepted in payment for these. 

Wholesale lots too. 
K. BILESKI, Station B, Winnipeg 

Wanted for Cash 
UNUSED U. S. POSTAGE 

ALL VALUES. 
SMALL DISCOUNT. 

STAMP ACCOMMODATION SERVICE 
90 John Street. New York City 

Mint Commemoratives Wanted 

AUCTIONS 
June 26th & 27th 

General Properties, Holland 
and Colonies. 

July 11th 
Postal History Auction. 

July 17th & 18th 
Specialized Sale of 
Finland-Poland 
Soviet 

July 24th & 25th 
Great Britain Used Abroad. 

-e-

Catalogues of the above sales 
are obtainable from Mr. R. 
Kimble, 8118 Dante Ave., Chi­
cago, Ill., or from:-

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd. 
96 REGENT STREET, 

London, W. 1, England 

'., 
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FROM HERE 
AND THERE 

"I F STAMP collectors are 
concerned over what the international 
situation might do to the value of their 
holdings, they may relax," says Erncdt 
A. Kehr in the N. Y. Hemld T1'ibttne, 
"because the Eugene Klein auction in 
Philadelphia clearly indicates that. 
philatelic values are sound." Mr. Kehr 
says the collection was below perfec­
tion, but that more than $50,000 was 
realized. Phil Ward paid $1,528 for 
a block of four 10c '47s which was 
below perfection, but was from the 
former Hind collection and a great 
rarity. 

• According to "Postal Oddities" col­
unm syndicated by Tl'app, the Santa 
Anita race track has its own post of­
fice and many of the letters are ad­
dressed to the horses. 

• Chicago, where International Stamp 
Week started, has announced that it 
will be celebrated this year from N 0-

vember 10-16. Chicag'o has already 
made elaborate preparations for the 
event, including several exhibitons. 

• The Post Office Department has an­
nounced that the following quantities 
of the Famous Americans sets have 
been printed: 50,000,000 each of all 
one-, two- and three-cent denomina­
tions; 20,000,000 each of all five-cent 
denominations; and, 10,000,000 each 
of all 10-cent denominations. The 
Booker T. Washington stamp see!11s to 
be the one not generally distributed, 
but - of course - there's plenty of 
them at the Philatelic Agency. There 
should be no shortage of any of these 
stamps for those who want them. 

• Our Office Boy says, "Ain't it foolish 
to look for pesky little differences in 
a stamp when there are so many kinds 
of stamps which could be collected 1" 

• We understand that some dealers 
are again sprinkling their packets 
with state revenue stamps, which are 
not in any of the catalogs generally 
bought by stamp collectors. This gen­
tle way of gypping the kiddies is sel­
dom practiced by those who advertise 
in the philatelic periodicals, but-is 
often prevalent among those who ad­
vertise in lay publications where the 
advertising managel'lO don't care a 
long as they get paid for the ad. 

• No one seems to know who supplied 
the neces ary leverage to have a stamp 
issued commemorating the 80th anni-

versary of the Pony Express. It must 
have required some clever lobbying to 
put across an 80th anniversary, even 
during an election year. 

• Many of London's leading stamp 
dealers do not have their private of­
fices nor keep their best stock at the 
address given in directories and ad­
vertising. In that way the boss is 
never bothered by those who want to 
take an hour to buy a few pennies 
worth of stamps, such sales being 
handled by an office gil'l who works at 
a minimum salary. 

• Many readers misinterpreted an 
item in this column of May 18, 1940, 
page 272, wherein it gave the outcome 
of a Dr. I. Q. program over the N. B. 
C. network, April 8: The question 
read, "If a man went to the post of­
fice and bought one each of the stamps 
of the present series from 1c to 10c 
values, how many stamps would he 
h a v e?" The contestant answered, 
"Ten," and the Doctor replied, "I am 
sorry. I think he would have eleven 
stamps because there is a llhc value." 
We remarked that the Doctor had 
evidently never heard of the 4 1h c 
stamp of the present issue, which 
brought the total up to twelve. Here's 
where several readers tripped, as they 
wrote us there would be "thirteen" 
stamps. They counted the lhc stamp, 
which was not included in the question. 

• A. Arthur Schiller and Johannes de 
Kruyf, authors of the "Manual of the 
Stamps of Netherlands, Netherlands 
Indies, Curacao and Surinam," offer 
to donate the receipts from the sale 
of the book, above the cost of pub­
lication, to the Holland Relief Fund. 
The book i stated to contain 225 
pages, over 400 illustrations, and is 
for sale at $1 per copy from Johannes 
de Kruyf, 134 Haven Ave., New York, 
N. Y. 

• Weare now ready to tell our read­
ers how popular radio stamp programs 
are with stamp collectors. We asked 
our readers in this column of both 
April 27 and May 18, 1940, and we 
have now tabulated 129 answers: 88 
answered that they never listened to 

radio stamp programs, although most 
of them admitted they have done so in 
the past but, have not found them of 
continued interest and have therefore 
discontinued listening; 34 replied that 
they listened at infrequent intervals, 
and those who enlarged upon their 
answers said, in part, that they did 
not discover in them what they felt 
was needed in radio stamp programs; 
7 admitted listening to at least one 
program a week and were enthusiastic 
about them. 

• Franz E. Roese shows us a cover 
from "Oklahoma, Okla.," which bears 
date of "Dec 22 - 1 PN - 19211." Mr. 
Roese says, "Wouldn't that curl your 
hair?" We'd say that's pretty fair 
for a postmark oddity. 

• We wish that more readers would 
take advantage of our "Letters to the 
Editor" column. That column can be 
made one of the most interesting fea­
tures of WPG if the readers will just 
take time to write added bits of in­
formation they have to articles read 
in this medium, corrections, etc. It's 
your column, readers, and we want 
you to make full use of it regularly. 

• • 
Random Notel 

(Continued !1'om page 37.9) 

recently received are botanical and 
zoological magazines from places as 
far away as India and the Argentine 
Republic. Of course, there is no rea­
son to review such things here, never­
theless the fact that GOSSIP reaches 
into such places is certainly some­
thing for advertisers to think about. 

Once more I'd like to request those 
asking for information, etc., to enclose 
stamps for reply. Over 60 inquiries 
last month, and only two sent post­
age. BUT ALL WERE ANSWERED. 
Takes quite a little time and some 
money. 

• • 
MARION, OHIO, now has 

a woman's stamp club, to which mell 
are invited. 

U. S. REVENUES AT ~ CATALOG 
For over thirty years I have been buying, saving and accumulating a sur­

plus stock of U. S. revenues - in all of stampdom they have been my weakness. 
I have decided to close them out at one-fourth catalog and am putting them up 
in packets: Send me $1.00 for $4.00 cat. value; $2.00 for $8.00 cat. value; 
$5.00 for $20.00 cat. value, etc. Don't ask for approvals and I am much too 
busy to fill want lists. Here is your chance to get busy on the revenue section 
of your albums and you will find good revenues a good investment as they are 
not subject to the whims of ambitious Postmaster Generals. Satisfaction guar­
anteed. A chance for collectors, dealers and investors. 

DR. L. L. DOLSON 
212 C. R. S. B. BLDG., CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 

., 
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Notes On Postal Paper of the 

United Statesl 1847-1866 
By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK 

NOTES: 1847-1866 

1847 T1'anste1' Roll 

THE dies and plates of the 1847 
issue were destroyed as stated by 
the following affidavit: 

New York, Dec. 12, 1851. 
Have this day destroyed dies of 5 

and 10 cent stamps, also the plates 
of same. 

1 5c stamp plate, 100 on, 1847 issue. 
110c stamp plate, 100 on, 1847 issue. 

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson. 

Witness: 
Wm. Brady, P. M., N. Y. 
John Moor 
G. W. Johnson 

Note that no mention is made of the 
destruction of the transfer roll. Since 
color proofs of this issue appeared in 
the early 1890's it is evident that this 
roll does exist. 

Failure of the Post Office Depart­
ment to find this roll and the distaste 
of issuing the 1875 forgery, eliminated 
the issuance of a stamp for the cente­
nary of the adhesive stamp. 

If you have any of these 1847 proofs 
issued around 1890-5 let me hear 
from you. 

Col01' 

Shades on these early issues are not 
stable; atmospheric conditions tend to 
alter the original color, the most com­
mon offender being sunlight. 

The listing of shades is purely arbi­
trary in the case of light or dark de­
grees of a color. True color differ­
ences, such as the 3c pink of 1861, are 
permanent. Oxidation is often met 
with in stamps of a yellow base; a 
bath in peroxide restores the original 
color. 

Designers, Engrave1's 

Contrary to our twentieth century 
issues where all of our information 
is more or less current and most of 
the data can be supplied from the Bu­
reau of Engraving and Printing, the 
Nineteenth Century issues were print­
ed by five different companies. Rec­
ords of some of these concerns are 
lost, and others are not made avail­
able to record elsewhere, so it is here 
that we must piece the story together 

to complete the data on our early 
issues. 

One of the prime bits of informa­
tion desired is a list of designers and 
engravers of our stamps. To date I 
have no record on any stamp of the 
period 1847-66 giving this informa­
tion. Can you help? 

Demonetization 

The Civil War between the Con­
federacy of southern states which 
had seceeded from the Union and the 
northern states which upheld the 
Union, began April 13, 1861. Simul­
taneous proclamations were released 
by Postmasters General Blair (Fed­
eral) , and Reagan (Confederate), sus­
pending postal service between the 
two governments June 1, 1861. 

In August, 1861, postmasters were 
authorized, for a period of six days, to 
redeem stamps of the 1851-7 issue 
from the public at face value. After 
this period of six days, stamps of the 
old series would not be accepted as 
payment of postage from that office. 
September 10, 1861, was set as the 
deadline for delivery of letters bear­
ing the old issue from states east of 
the Mississippi and Missouri; October 
1 was the deadline for other states 
east of the Rockies; November 1 for 
letters from the coast. Shortly after 
these dates were set they were ex­
tended to November 1, 1861, December 
1, 1861, and January 1, 1862, respec­
tively. 

Apparently these orders did not ap­
ply to stamped envelopes, although 
the envelope series was shortly re­
placed. 

By this order the stamps of 1847 
and 1851-7 are not valid for postage. 
Quantities of the 3c value taken from 
or sold by the Confederacy has tended 
to keep this stamp, in mint condition, 
more plentiful than corresponding val­
ues of other sets. 

Postage Rates 1845 

Until 1845 all mail was charged by 
the sheet; two sheets were charged 
double postage. Letters were sent col­
lect until 1847 and the practice con­
tinued until 1850 when stopped by 
law. The franking privilege was 
abused from the first establishment 

of the system. Officials having use., 
of the privilege would give franked 
sheets (envelopes were not in accept­
ed use until about 1850) to their 
friends, thus depriving the postal sys­
tem of many dollars revenue. The 
frank still handles many letters and 
parcels. In 1845 the postage rate 
was reduced to 5c for half an ounce 
sent less than 300 miles, 10c for over 
300 miles, except the Pacific Coast; 
small parcels were eligible as were 
newspapers, periodicals, books and 
pamphlets. This new rate started the 
decline of the private express com­
panies in the handling of letters. .. 

Duplicate Subjects 

It was a common practice for an 
artist when making a portrait to do 
two of them at the same time, one for 
the subject and one for himself. From 
the latter he would make additional 
copies which he would sell to the pub­
lic at a nominal cost of from $25 to 
$50. The "Vaughan" type painting 
of Washington by Gilbert Stuart sold 
107 copies in this manner, each an 
individual painting by the artist. 

United States Postal System 

With the new government in 1789, 
Samuel Osgo.od was appointed Post­
master General, followed by Timothy 
Pickering in 1791. In 1789 there were 
75 post offices, 2,400 miles of post 
roads and a population of three mil­
lion. The aggregate pay of postmas­
ters in 1791 was $9,336; postal re­
ceipts $25,000. Post offices even in 
such towns as New York, Philadelphia 
and Boston consisted of one room in 
a private dwelling. 

From 1800 to 1830 rapid progress 
was made in the volume of mail han­
dled under Postmaster General Mc­
Lean, who resigned in 1835 when 
President J a c k son originated the 
"spoils system" in the post office. Post­
masters General Barry and Kendall 
under Jackson let the mail fall into a 
lackadasical service which gave the 
private express companies the oppor­
tunity to take over most of the mail 
for the next 25 years. 

The first railroads to carry mail 
were the Camden and Amhoy and the 
Saratoga and Schenectady in 1832. 
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The Editor's 
T HERE is nothing more beautiful 
than a night sky, spread with 
Stars, as a spring meadow with 
gleaming yellow wildflowers. In 

you, Night Sky, we can wrap our­
selves, as in a cloak, to escape 
the cold and pitiless light of day. 

I n you, Night Sky, we find what 
the earth has not-I nfinity. The 
Infinite, which is the treasure of 

the humble, balm to the broken 
heart, alleviation to those who 
have been cheated, recompense 

to them who are misunderstood, 
and the key to the lock hiding 

peace . In you, Night Sky, we can 
plunge our unclean souls, as a 
swimmer dives into the warm 
waters of yon pool, and emerges 
refreshed, washed of worry, all 
our sullenness and churl ish ness 
removed. As if we had laved in 

heaven, might be a better descrip­
tion of how we feel after we have 
spent an hour under the stars. 

Stars, they tell us that you are 
worlds mightier than this . Tell 
us, that many of your broad gal­
axies are drifts of suns. Above us 

and about us we hear the mute 
thunder of your distances, and 
we stand awed and wondering as 
your majestic procession sweeps 

forever on, and on! Would that 

we could taste of your magnif-

Whole Number 973 

Viewpoint 
icence, and partake of the great 
things you do in such godlike si­
lence. Why do men choose to 
boast and strut when they have 
done some great deed, while you, 
magnificent Night, wit h your 
other worlds, do greater things 
every h 0 u r, unwhispering and 
true? Would that men could have 
recourse to the lubricant perfec­

tion of your stellar silence when 
they have done something worth­
while, rather than to become 
noisesome like a cock at dawn. 
Would that you, the Stars, could 
teach men how you speed along 
intricate ways with the speed of 
the bullet, yet with no clash nor 
hesitance. Would that man could 
attain your stellar dignity. Would 
that you could pour the sweet 
chrism of your divine beauty upon 

man, hasten the evolution of this 
tardy world, that creeps along 

from the Chaos of hate, immoral 
ambition and war, up to the stel ­
lar order of love, and cooperation, 
and unselfishness, and law. 

-AL BURNS 
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The first mail car was put into ser­
vice in 1838. By 1842 mail was sent 
by railroad, steamboat, stage coach, 
canal boat, horse and foot messenger. 
The railroads lost no opportunity in 
making the transportation of mail a 
good thing, charging as high as $500 
a mile, however, with the establish­
ment of competition a few years later 
the railroads claimed they were carry­
ing the mail at a loss. 

• • 
Northwest Federation Exhibit 
A Real Success 

FRED A. CARVER, Secre­
tary of the Yakima Valley Stamp 
Club, says that the Fifth Annual Ex­
hibition of the Northwest Federation 
of Stamp Clubs, held at Vancouver, 
B. C., from May 30 to June 2, was 
very successful, there being over 600 
frames, with the British Columbia 
Philatelic Society of Vancouver and 
the Royal City Stamp Club of New 
Westminster, B. C., as hosts. 

The grand award, an oil painting by 
Eugene Zeigler, "The Stampeders," 
was won by Mr. W. J. Davey, Victoria, 
B. C., for a specialized collection of 
Hawaii. This painting was donated 
by Alfred F. Lichtenstein of New 
York City. Mr. Davey's society, the 
Vancouver Island Philatelic Society of 
Victoria, are also allowed to hold the 
Eugene Church Memorial cup for a 
period of one year on account of Mr. 
Davey's achievement. 

Winner of first award in the champ­
ionship class (winners of previous 
grand awards) was B. De Wett Roed 
of New Westminster, with a collection 
of Norway. 

The exhibition was officially opened 
by the Hon. Gordon S. Wismer, At­
torney General of the Province of 
British Columbia, and the address of 
welcome was given by Dr. H. R. 
Storrs, President of the N o,rthwest 
Federation. 

New officers elected are: Dr. Hir­
stel, Portland, Ore., President; Dr. H. 
R. Storrs, Vice-President; Mrs. W. H. 
Young, Bellingham, Wash., re-elected 
Treasurer. Other officers will be ap­
pointed by the President. Portland, 
Oregon was chosen for next year's ex­
hibition city, and Tacoma, Washing­
ton will follow in 1942. 

• • 
Thinner Postals 

A CCORDING to the current 
issue of the Asia Stamp Jou1-nal, the 
government of Japan is now making 
its postal cards thinner to save paper. 
A pile of one thousands cards will 
now be two-thirds of an inch less in 
height than was formerly the case. 

Australian Government Exhibit 
At N. Y. Worlds Fair 

LATEST philatelic novelty 
to confront visitors at the Interna­
tional Stamp Centennial Exhibition is 
a special 3-frame collection of all or­
iginal sketches prepared by the Aus­
tralian Government for the projected 
Century of Victoria issue. The collec­
tion, received recently from Mel­
bourne, Australia, was sent through 
the courtesy of the Honorable H. C. 
Thornby, Postmaster General for Aus­
tralia, and a member of the committee 
sponsoring the International Stamp 
Centennial Exhibition. It is being 
shown in conjunction with the 5-frame 
collection of a ll regular Australian air 
mail and postage due stamps which 
has been mounted by Walter H. Wy­
cherly, a prominent collector and spe­
cialist in the stamps of the British 
Commonwealth. 

Included are nine large preliminary 
drawings of suggested designs show­
ing the Yarra-Yarra native, backed 
by a view of Melbourne. Four of 
these are shown in finished stages of 
the model, as well as three of the de­
signs which were rejected by the Aus­
tralian authorities. Also seen is an 
enlarged detail of the Aborigine's 
head and an original photograph of 
the Melbourne view from which the 
accepted design was made. 

Impressions taken during the vari­
ous stages of the die's engraving por­
tray the progressions of the finished 
and accepted design, while a complete 

set of colored trials of the one-shilling 
denomination shows the hues that 
were considered before the black ink 
was decided upon. 

While this exhibit is of special in­
terest to the Australian philatelic spe­
cialist, it is the type of reference mate­
rial which every collector will want to 
study, for it vividly demonstrates the 
painstaking work connected with the 
issuance of a new stamp, and the care 
with which every detail is carried out. 

• • 
Clarks Get Luff's Estate 

JOHN N. LUFF, dean of AmQr­
ican philately, died August 23, 1938, 
and it has just now been ascertained 
that he named as his beneficiaries, 
Hugh M. Clark and his wife, Theresa 
M. Clark. As a great deal of his estate 
is philatelic, it is meet that he should 
have given it to his old friends and 
business asociates, the Clarks of Scott 
Publications, Inc., of New York, who 
will see that it is handed down prop­
erly to posterity. The estate appraises 
$52,743.69 net. 

We understand that a portion of the 
estate consisted of one of the finest 
collections of types and forgeries of 
the world's stamps ever collected to­
gether in one place. This collection 
will assist the Clarks in their endeavor 
to give the philatelic public a better 
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue as 
the years roll on. 

Mention W. P. G. when answering ads. 

DOLLAR EDITION 
OF THE 

INTERNIATIONAL 
AIRPOST ALBUM 
Provides Spaces for Airpost Stamps Only 

Co",plete to J annary 1., 1940 

Bound Edition, printed on both sides. Bound, in Red ____ SI.OO (3 lbs.) 

Loose Leaf Edition, printed on both sides. Contains the same pages as in 
the bound style. No country begins on a left hand page __ $2.00 (5 lbs.) 

S COT T PUB Lie A T ION S, Inc. 
ONE WEST 47th ST., £ NEW YORK, N. Y. 



Private Die Proprietary Stamp Notes 

L11. T. W. MARSDEN 

A FEW decades after the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence the New York City Directory 

was a small, thin volume which could readily have 
been slipped into one's coat pocket. Even in 1850, 
when only the lower part of Manhattan Island was 
used for business and residential purposes, the census 
shows the population was slightly more than half a 
million souls. But by the time of the Civil War, the 
city had grown, the number of residents increased, and 
the Directory had expanded to about the size of the 
1940 Dnited States Postage Stamp Catalogue. 

Trow's New York City Directory for 1866-67 has 
the listing "Marsden, Thomas W., pat. meds., 487 Broad­
way," which was on the west side at the corner of 
Broome Street. The next year the address is given 
as "7 Platt Street"-on the north side between Pearl 
and Gold Streets. 

The Revenue Act of 1862 had been passed by the 
37th Congress, Second Session, to assist in meeting the 
heavy cost of the War. In accord with the provisions 
of the Act, Marsden was obliged to affix a revenue 
stamp to each proprietary he made. Presumably he 
communicated with the authorities in Washington and 
the firm of Butler & Carpenter, who held the initial 
government printing contract, was directed to engrave 
a private die for his exclusive use. 

It appears the Marsden proprietaries retailed at a 
dollar per bottle, so the die was engraved with a value 
of four cents. A proof from this die was approved in 
the office of the Hon. Edward A. Rollins, Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue on August 2, 1866. The first and 
only printing of 27,500 stamps (about 510 sheets) on 
thin old paper was shipped from Philadelphia on Au­
gust 20th. 

To this 4c black perforated stamp, the United States 
Stamp Catalogue assigns the number RS 176 (former 
No. 5451). Horizontal-rectangular in form, it measures 
97 by 18¥.! mm., and was printed in sheets of 54, ar­
ranged 3 by 18. 

William P. Brown, in his Curiosity Cabinet dated 
July, 1876, probably the first priced list of the M & M 
stamps, quoted the 4c stamp at $3. Apparently finding 
it was not as scarce as he at first supposed, in a re­
vision of March, 1877, the price was reduced to $2. In 

By HENRY W. HOLCOMBE 

the current catalogue the figure is $10. This nominal 
price would seem to indicate that every M & M collector 
might have a copy. However, there are too few to go 
around and a fine copy is·to be prized. 

Evidently the 4c stamps had hardly more than been 
received in New York when it was decided to reduce 
the retail price of the Marsden proprietaries to 50c, 
thus necessitating a 2c stamp. The bottles may have 
been made smaller or competition possibly demanded 
the price be halved-we may never know the fact. 

At any rat within a few weeks Butler & Carpenter 
were directed to engrave a new die. A proof from this 
die bearing "a large monogram of the letters 'D. S.' on 
a circular disk . . ." was submitted to Commissioner 
Rollins and approved October 9, 1866. The only print­
ing of 26,250 stamps (about 470 sheets) on thin old 
paper was shipped by the contractor on December 13, 
1866. 

The United States Stamp Catalogue, probably bet­
ter known as the "s D S"-gives the number RS 175 
(former No. 5450) to this 2c pale blue perforated stamp. 
It resembles the former stamp in size but is slightly 
smaller, measuring 85 by 18 mm. Laid down 4 by 14, 
the stamps were printed in sheets of 56. 

Brown obviously appreciated the relative scarcity 
of the 2c stamp because in 1876 he priced it $10 and 
indicated it was not in stock and seldom available. The 
revision of 1877 raised the price to $15. Sterling in 
1888 quoted $25 and in 1940 the figure is $250. It may 
be presumed that less than a dozen copies are extant 
today. 

Neither of the stamps are believed to have been 
used in mUltiple and it is unlikely they so exist at the 
present time. The stamps were probably used as a 
cork seal which would ordinarily have assured their 
being destroyed when the bottle was opened. Those in 
collectors' albums today may have been carefully re­
moved before the cork was pulled. 

Little is known about the Marsden proprietaries but 
the inscription on the stamps gives some clew as to 
what they were. Those so noted are "Ca1'minative 
Syrup---for Diarrhoea and Dysentery, Cholera Mor­
bus"; "Pectoral Balm-for Coughs and Cold, Consump-
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Postal Paper Of The United 

The 1869 Pictorial Issue 

States 

By LT. WILBURN F. UNTHANK 

PRINTED on white unwatermarked 
paper, perforate 12, with an<l 
without grill on the flat press by 

the National Bank Note Company. 
300 subject plate, 150 subject sheets. 
*100 subject plates and sheets . 

No. Issued Date Issued 
1c 16,605,150 
2c 83,753,600 
3c 386,475,900 March 30 
6c 4,882,750 July 21 

10c 3,299,700 April 24 
12c 3,012,950 June 10 

*15c 1,438,940 July 10 
*24c 235,350 April 24 
*30c 244,110 August 7 
*90c 47,460 Sept. 9 

Subject 

1c Benjamin Franklin, bust by Jean 
J. Caffeiri. 

6c George Washington, painting by 
Gilbert Stuart. 

15c Landing of Columbus, painting 
by Vanderlyn, in the Capitol at Wash­
ington. 

24c Declaration 0 f Independence, 
painting by John Trumbull, in the 
Capitol at Washington. 

90c Abraham Lincoln, a p hot 0 -

graph. 

Historical Data 

Butler and Carpenter protested 
awarding the contract to the National 
Bank Note Company on the ground 
that their firm made the lowest bid . 
A commission investigated the relative 
merits of the bids and reported in fa­
vor of National. The lower values 
were intended to be emblematic of the 
postal progress of the country. 

Types 

15c has two types, the second con­
sisting of an extra frame around the 
vignette. 

Shades 

1c pale buff, dark buff. 
2c dark brown, pale brown, red 

brown, yellow brown. 

3c and 6c deep ultramarine, dull 
blue. 

10c orange, deep orange. 
12c yellow green, deep green, blue 

green. 
15c dark red brown, pale red brown. 
24c deep green, blue green. 
30c pale carmine with pale blue, 

dark carmine with dark blue. 
90c black with rose carmine. 

Paper Variety 

1c, 2c, 3c, 10c with stitch water­
mark. 

P?'inting Variety 

15c, 24c and 30c with inverted cen­
ters. 

Plate Varieties 

1c, 2c, 3c, 6c, 15c double transfers. 
3c cracked plate. 

G?-ill Varieties 

Double grill on all values except 
90c. Split grill on all values. Triple 
grill on 3c. End roller grill on 3c, 
10c, 12c. Stamps without grill must 
have original gum, the 1c, 2c, 3c, 15c, 
24c, 30c and 90c are known thus. 

Cancelations-Town 
1 2 3 6 10 12 15 24 30 90 

Black X X X X X X X X X X 
Blue X X X X X X X X X X 
Brown X X X X X 
Green X X X X X X X X 
Magenta X X X X X X X 
Orange X X 
Purple X X X X X X X 
Red X X X X x x x x x x 
Ultra-

marine X X X x 
Violet X 

Miscellaneous 
1 2 3 6 10 12 16 24 30 90 

Carrier, 
Black X X X 

Carrier, 
Blue X X 

China X X X 
Express X X 
Free X 
Hawaii X 
Japan X X X X X X X X 
Numeral X 
Paid X X X X X X X X 
Paid All X X X X X X 
Packet 

Boat X 
Railroad X X X 
St. Thomas X 
Ship X 
Short Paid X 
Steam X 
Steamboat X 
Steamship X X X X X X 
Supplemen-

tary A X X X 
Too Late X 
Way X 

Covers 

2c horizontal, diagonal and vertical 
halves used as 1c. 

3c vertical third used as 1c; vertical 
two-thirds used as 2c. 

Paper 

Moderately thick and quite hard. 

Gum 

Yellowish white to brown. 

Sizes 

1c, 20 14 x 2014 mm.; 2c, 12c, 2014 x 
20 mm.; 3a, 20% x 20 mm.; 6c, 10c, 
20x19%, mm.; 15c, 21%' x21%, mm.; 
24c, 22 x 22 mm.; 30c, 22 x 2214 mm.; 
90c, 21 %, x 22 mm. 

Grill Sizes 

J - 9 x 9 mm. (12 x 11-12 points). 
L-8% x 9 mm. (11 x 11 points) on 
10c and 12c only. 

Normal position is with points down, 
although a few copies are known with 
the points up. Due to the indistinct­
ness of the grill one cannot be positive 
of the actual size on most stamps. 

Plate Numbers 

1c 1,2. 
2c 3-6, 27-8. 
3c 7-12, 25-6, 29-30. 
6c 13-4. 

10c 15-6. 
12c 17-8. 
15c Type 1. (19-19) (31-23). 
15c Type 2. (23-23) (32-23). 

24c (20-24) (20-20) (*"'-20) . 
30c (21-21) (**-**). 
90c (22-22) . 

( ) Indicates frame and vignette combination 
numbers. ""Indicates unnumbered plates. 

Cost 

12%c per 1,000. 

Proofs 

All values, except 15c large die, card 
plate, 24c large die, on large and small 
die, India and card plate proofs. 

(Next page, please.) 
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JULY 6, 1940 

WE met one of those fellows 

the other day who says he never 

takes a vacation. You know, the 

kind of fellow who bravely says, 

"I haven't had a day off in fifteen 

years, and I feel as fit as a fid­

dle," but-he didn't look it, and 

well wager he diant feel as "fit 

as a fiddle" either. He was stoop 

shoulered, his complexion was 

pasty, and he shuffled rather than 

walked . Well, upon questioning 

we found that he didn't have any 

hobbies either. He was one of 

those fellows who is a slave to his 

job. Some day he's going to crack 

suddenly, and the doctor will 

either ship him off to a private 

hospital for a rest cure, or, may­

be to the undertaker , instead . 

We know another fellow who does 

take a day off occasionally and 

he either potters around with his 

flower garden, his stamp collec­

tion, or, goes f ishing, according 

to the time of year and the 

weather. H is work is rather stren­

uous, but confining , and he finds 

his three recreations ideal for his 

purpose. He knows that mod­

erate success and lusty health 

can come from intelligent idle­

about things is as bad as not be­

ness, and that to be too serious 

ing serious at all . He knows that 

Whole Number 974 

Viewpoint 
I ife is rhythm ic, and that pro­
gress to be permanent must go 
in waves, and not in one continu­
ous stream. He knows that one 
of the most important th ings a 
man can do is to stop once in 
awhile and take time off to re­
cuperate . He is extremely anx­
ious that his business enterprise 
shall prosper, but he doesn ' t in­
tend to keep his nose too close to 
the grindstone and lose his zest 
for life in the undertaking. So, 
whenever he feels a bit grumpy, 
and his nerves are a bit frazzled , 
and he is unable to keep his mind 
on the problems confronting him, 
then - he takes a day off and 
goes fishing, plays with his flowers 
or just slides down into an easy 
chair with his stamp collection . 
Like a lot of business men, he 
goes once a year to the doctor for 
a checkup, and the doctor tells 
him, "Well , John, the answer is 
just the same as it was last year , 
you're as fit as a fiddle." There's 
the one fellow who says he's "fit 
as a fiddle," and is ready to break 
because he takes no time off, and 
has no hobbies to take dull care 
away-he's on his way out. While , 
the other fellow who knows how 
to play, is about the same age, 
but, will likely enjoy life for a few 
more decades. I t is a better plan 
to go out once in awhile to play 
-and live, than to keep one 's 
nose to the grindstone and find 
it's grinding one's life away, too. 

-AL BURNS 
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Die proof on large 2lh x 3 inch India 
mounted on 6 x 9 octovo card with Na­
tional imprint (except 30c). 

Color Proofs: 1881 

1c to 12c in black, blue, brown, 
green and scarlet. 

15c black with green and scarlet; 
blue with brown and green; brown 
with black, blue and green; green with 
black and blue; scarlet with black and 
blue. 

24c black with blue, green and scar­
let; blue with brown and green; brown 
with black and blue; green with black, 
blue and brown; scarlet with black 
and blue. 

30c black with blue, green and scar­
let; blue with brown, green and scar­
let; brown with black, blue and scar­
let ; green with black and brown; 
scarlet with black, blue and green. 

90c black with brown, green and 
scarlet; blue with green and brown; 
brown with black and blue; green with 
blue and brown; scarlet with blue. 

Specimen: Overp1-int in Black 

2c, 6c, 10c, 12c, 15c, 30c. 

Rep1'ints: 1875 

Printed on very white paper, per­
forate 12, ungrilled, on the flat press 
by the Continental Bank Note Com­
pany. *150, 300 and 100 subject 
plates, 150 and 100 subject sheets. 

Number Issued 

*lc dark brown orange 8,252 
2c brown 4,755 
3c ultramarine 1,406 
6c ultramarine 2,226 

10c pale orange 1,947 
12c dark blue green 1,584 
15c dark blue and brown 1,981 
24c violet & blue green 2,091 
30c carmine & dark ultra. 1,535 
90c deep black & carmine 1,356 
A new plate, number 33, was made 

for the 1c and a new plate, number 32, 
was made for the frame of the 15c 
which is slightly altered. 

To distinguish note, as in all 1875 
special printings, the crisp white pa­
per and proof-like appearance. Also 
note that this issue is without grill; 
the regular series without grill comes 
with a brownish gum whilst the re­
print gum is white and crackled. 

Rep1-int: 1880 

Printed on white soft porous paper, 
with and without gum, ungrilled, on 
the flat press by the American Bank 
Note Company. 150 subject plate and 
sheet. 

1c buff; number issues included un­
der the 1875 printing. 

Reprint P1'oofs 

1c from 1880 plate on India and 
card plate. 

l5c with slightly altered frame on Visits Memorial Cairn 
small die, India and card plate. 

Notes 

Press comments of the time con­
sidered this series very unfavorable 
and considered the choice of design 
rather ugly. 

As with all of the bank note issues 
we need more information. Early 
dates of use on the 1c and 2c as well 
as earlier dates on possibly all but 
the 3c. Subject matter on the 2c, 10c, 
12c, 30c has not been recorded as def­
inite. 

This series is most prolific in can­
celations but undoubtedly many more 
can be added as all of the blank spaces 
are possibilities. Proof material on 
this issue is fairly complete although 
there may be some trial proofs as yet 
unrecorded. 

• • 
Nipped in the Bud 

BACK in 1911, when the 
Crown Agents for the British Col­
onies submitted designs to Canada for 
new King George stamps, Postmaster 
General Lemieux, who desired the 
land of the Maple Leaf to have her 
own designs, politely informed the 
Crown Agents that the designs sub­
mitted did not meet with the approval 
of Canada. Canada, being a Dominion 
and not a crown colony, had her way 
and her 1912 issue bears little re­
semblance to other British possession 
sets of the time. 

THE ABOVE PHOTO shows 
Col. Jno. A. Hooper, Sr., Commander­
in-Chief of the Pioneer Philatelic Pha­
lanx, in front of the Memorial Cairn, 
erected inside the ruins of old Fort 
George, at Niagara-on-the-Lake, in 
memory of the fallen heroes of the 
War of 1812-14. This photo was taken 
especially for WPG on June 11, 1940. 

• • 
CHILE'S 1910 Centenary is­

sue was demonetized September 1, 
1911. 

Final 124 Sections Now Ready 
Make SCOTT LOOSELEAF PAGES 
Available for Every Country in the World 
Latest sections issued are 
as follows: 

Now you can get pages for any 
country in the world. Select just the 
pages you want and make up your 
own album simply, inexpensively, 
and attractively. This is the answer 
to your specialty problem. If you 
haven 't already seen these pages, we 
urge you to make an early call on 
your dealer. 

Get a complete illustrated price 
list as well as lists of all looseleaf 
sections available free from yo ur 
dealer or by writing direct to us. 

5 COT T PUB Lie A T ION 5, INC. 
ONE WEST 47 ST. £ NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Copy 

oct. 9, 1938. 

Kr. Ernest A. I!liltsee, 
% Roosevelt Hotel, 

New Orleans, La. 

Uy clear Mr. \hl tst,e: 

I have just read wlth much lnterest your letter of the 6th. 

I never saw those four covers rnentloned in your letter 
but I heard indirectly that some such items were sent to you 
and that you had sent them to the A.r.S. Expert Comhlittce, but 
I never heard what t~elr decision was. I also learned that the 
covers were sent to you by Voorhees. 

I have k~ovm Barney Voorhees for over twenty years and count 
him as one of my very good friends. I cons~der hiS reputatlon above 
reproach, so when I heard sor,lethlng of this l.less I vTrote him asking 
where theE' e covers cane from. As you probably knmv my relatiCn s 
wi th I\1r. Newbury of Ch~cago are nos t cord.lal nnd lnasmuch as Saul 
is Chicagots most prominent collector I believed if there was a mess 
in Chicago that '"'aul would stand shoulder to should,}r with me, re­
gardless of expense, in rUI1..ning dovm t.be g.:uu .... ",,. party. Barney being 
vvell aware of tllis did not hesitate to tell me what he knew about 
the items. He stated they had been g~ ven to him by Hardy to s end to 
you. Further.( learned the na'1le of the man Hardy clailned he obtained 
them from, and it happened to be a l.lan w~ th whom I have corresponded 
at intervals for a nUlnber of ye~rs past. I have no knowledge hovrever 
of his chnr~cter or honesty The ~ncident interested me because I 
am suspicious of Hardy and if b.e is guilty of fix~ng co,rers I want 
to do all I can to put hlm where he h~longs. 

I am. not surprised that the Zxpert Commj.ttee made a mistake 
in renderlng an 0pl:1ion. liow0ver l t is m:l impression that the error 
was due to a lack of k~~owledge and not because of any desire to pro­
tect Hardy, who I think is heartily disliked by the better class of 
dealers In New York. Of course we both know Kleeman, so no remarks 
are necessary rXgarding him. Sid Barrett bearn an excellent reputation 
and in my opLlion in far obove the average Nassau Street dealer. He 
is associated W~ th Stern, wholn I ba ve knoVlffi personally for many years 
and whom I :lave always found to be thorough.ly honest. 

You wore kind enough to suggest that I be appointed to the 
ZJCp8 rt C onmi ttee, but lnasmucl as I ".1:1 not an expert, I could not 
qual1.fy. I have devoted my energ:tes to Ea:r>ly U. S. and the perlod 
our early issues \"(,1"e in use. i }mOVl noth~ng of 20th Century U. S., 
nor fore~gn stamps. Personally I do not thlnlr anyone man can quallfy 
as an expert on the stamps of a 1 the world, because in present day 
s:;?6c:Lalization a knovrledge ~s required not only of the sta!Jlps but of 
postal markin6s as well. Warren Colson, Dl my oplnion, has a greater 
knowledge of the stamps of tl1e vrorld than any other ==tnthority in this 
Country but ~larren bas little, If any knowledge of postal marl~ings. 
He }::as the gift of a very keen eye and he has an uncam1Y way of detect­
ing fnked ~tens. It lS to be reGretted that he has such a disaGreeable 
personality because 1JIllthout such, he ~o1J.lc1 be of gres.t service to 
Ane r~can Phllately. 

I dllubt that you will accomIlinh v.er"',I much at the Conven-



~:r. i!rnest A. 1 J.l~see - Oct. 9, 1938. 

t1.on. Fnl '3SS 1. ~nJ.ss my oness 1. tlllnk yon v·1.l1 i'l....'ld tl--e C0'1.Vent10n 
do l.nated by "';~ugene Klein. If.L had any suggestio115 to uake reoxrdJ_ng 
tILe Co .1i ttee perhaps 1:i1-,e~ Tould be dS follows: 

Tho.. t .or rrett 'DC l~de chairmal.l., tl"at tlte cor l. Ii ttee be enlar ged, 
and t1:at all recog ltz ed !Ct"dents of f'~ecial tic;:: be consul tee. 0:1 1..1-
port ant 1. tc~.s :::uu1.i tted. 

I au not thoroughly conversant with the methods cl.1ployed by 
t"ll1 Ro Tal ':::'ociuty, but J.: t 1U.r1k a st ldy nbould be i.lade as to ho" their 
COIJ1llli ttee wor:3. I have uul OJ'stood that their C01i,U ttce r0fc-('s to the 
leading a11 tbori ty, itells -:;hat are subl'1i tted. But eVGn by such a plan 
it 1.S pos81ble fOl' t'-1e authority to Le ,,-rl):lg. 

For c~{.a.niple - recently a friend of L'li..ne in Clnr.innati .. rote a 
London dealer 1e wislJ.ed to buy a ve-('y .flne T'G4¢ Violet lf 1861 - t' 0 
11 1 U6ust ", but '''0 wOl'ld only accept l)£le -;:i tl1. -::hc ce.,..,ti~icate attached 
from the Expert C o.tll....1 ttee 0': tl"e Royal. In cbw COll.Y'SC r:.l.y "'riend re­
ceived a st, .lp "d t'"c certl,;:Oicate, b'lt vlhen hc Dhoued 1.t"to .e it 
r(\q'lired only a 8 1 ance to note the staiu.p w'as Lot the 11.uUSt colo.p. .. 

o :much for expert 0 ...... 1n1ons. :,1ust vre bla .. tlc tho Ro:n:.tl C O1I1...>ni ttee 
for t''lei.."Y' error, any :'lOT'e than "A S110\.l.2.d blame K10onan, Barrett and 
13a"Y'tels for their .... rror on the NicD.ragua COVE"1"'3? I knoW'~ t 1.0 Royal 
CO:'1I1ittee old !lot k "0:: the true color of a 24~ leCl Vi )let and you c..re 
convlnced tre .l~. P. u. Co' ,li~tee do not lC10W a~lYthing about Via 
Hica-r>agua w::.-(>:~ings. 

R:lth'~r +"I-'o.n Co D.fter the A.I-.S. COInlti.tteo I woulu be i.iore in 
favol~ of ru:ming aown trc; (CVlls ,.,:10 mahi fa:!::e covcrr.; and in branding 
them as the1. ves, CVe!l if 'Ie •. iay no~ iJe able to send them to prison 
'.'T"'LerLe t ~ey u.1doubtedly belong. In this respect you can he assured of 
rr.y "hole hearted CO-oIJC-r>atlon. In the rr:eantime you can depend that 
I "lill respect your reque::' t to keep your 1 ctt !' conficc:"tial. 

Perhaps Linelq'1ist rill havc a copy of my Volu.ne 2 at NeW O~r>lcans. 
If so I trust you will borrow one and f'kctch .... y renar}-rs on the "Via 
ric&.rc.;.gua ll mar'r:ings. 

I aLl still enjoying your new book, and making a desperate 
effort to digeBt each ~md every point you br')ught out. I have bound my 
copy in. colophane because I know I ar.l gOirlb to have occasi.on to refer 
~o it daily and I do not vant constant handl1.ng to mar 111 any way' the 
beauty of its make-up. 

Anel now permit me to thank you I103t siJ.lccre -y for the generous 
offer contained in your telegram. It was lndeed a temptation, and 
it 'Nas w th regret t 11at I was cOl'lpclled to reply tho. t circUl!'B tancos 
entirely beyond .y control stooel in the vmy of n.n acceptance. 

Jessup <lnd h,l. 1,'est of Lcrion, :?a. are going to New Orleans. 
I suggest t}1at you neet -:rry close fri.cnd ... rr .• ::ichacls of Kan39.S City. 
You will find !:ichaels a. thorough gcntleoan and I need say 110 ~1!ore. 
Just .. entlon to 'jJill that he comes to you with the highest of credentials 
from his greet admirer in Fort Thomas. 

Harold Brooks of lIarshall, :11.ch. will also be in attendance 



.. 
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and I th"lnk you wi.ll +'i..'1d !Iaro d a de118htful character. 

I vill look forward vith much 1nterest to your account of 
any unus1 al ha?pening at t 11e CO.lventlon. 

·lth kinrlest regards, 

Cordlal1y yOU1'S, 

" .. 





CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a ful\..,.ate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless Its de­
ferred character is in ... 
dieated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION '<-) 

1201 

R . B . WHITE 
P R E S I DEN T 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF T HE BOARD 

J . C . WILLEVEh. 
FIRS "i VICE- PRESIDENT 

,/ 
SYMBOLS "-

DL-Da, Lett .. 

NL-Nlgh, Ute .. 

LC - Defe .. ed Cable 

NL T - Cable Nl&h, un« 

"'\ Ship Radiogram /' 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

Received at Dixie Terminal Bldg., Cincinnati, O. Telephone Main 4321. Line 121 

AA41 __ 44 =VI St\.FR dC1SCO CALIF l. .... :"IP 
-B OCT 9 AM 12 46 

STA JLEY B ASHBROOK= 

4 3l~ SOU T H G R A D A V EFT T H 01v1 AS 1/ Y = 

OCT 
9 4M I 

/0 

EXPECT LEAVE FOR EV/ORLEANS CO VE n 10 1 A \R I V I JG AFTERNOON 

TWELFTH. Sil CERELY HOPE YOU \lILL ATTEND DEL IGHTED MEET YOU 

"JILL GLADLY PAY YOUR EXPENSES DOVIN AND BACK TO HAVE THE 

PLEASURE WIRE ,,1E COLLECT FAST MESSAGE WHETHER YOU WILL ATTEI~D 

SHOULD RECEIVE MESSAGE SU DAY BEFORE SIX PM= 

E· A \,1 I L T SEE • 

PM. 
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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oct . 11, 1938. 

• iltE. , 
clfic Union Club, 

So.:il cisco, CaB.!' . 

~y dear • 11tsae • 



, 

r . E. A. its - Oct . 11, 1938. 

his handst p , gen ne ex ;ij)los sho\7 1 tl ehara(}tsr13tie s 
sho on yo'Ur photogra~ - "Che shapo of the two bar's , tho peculiar 
R and K of York - the'!'" and US" , he rlJIt of .Tan and a.lso the uide 

p e of' tho "N" and "E". Tr clngs I hav on e 11u1oid, "f/h n laid 
vel' your phot , tch perfe lYe 

Th1 1 tte pplles to the flV.! 1" ht1ndstenp. I 
the at ps in upp r left corn r, in­

as applied in upper rigb 
• 

h :ve no r cord of a use of this f V_Un andst l? be£' 
1854 and. al 0 h :ve n ree rd 0 a us vi' his "bar type" 
185 . This 1 out all I can d 1'1"'0:1 th plio gr ph. 

co sho toot th S erl"a. Ne a.da 
h 25, 1.853, thar 1'0' if this co 

• _5th, 185 0 J • 15th, 1855. 

1'1 nt S n 
i genuine th 
other y ars e O1il.d 

The ne r st r cord I have 1 Doc . 185S d J • 185..;, is 
cover in th Rich y Call ct1on. Fold d ~ett a t d S.F. D c . 15, 
1853 - on face is the rectangular t"V_a. lac nguatf . This cover 
is nus t 5¢ 1851 and 1: m cont no m ntlon r th 
It .Y. m kine . 

_:ring on your 

nt by the S ""' r 
n. 15, 



, 

.. 

#3. 

r . E. A. Wilts - oct. 11. 1938. 

h&v not:3 n any in many years tl . • in api to or th i'act. thi ... 1s 
t m I am const ntly looking fo~. I ould like t have the 

opportunity of p otogr pbing your cover. 

Such an it m does not fit t all l~h the Chase item. No 
such circular 3?nt in 1853. Circulars weI'" - I¢, to rmy p rt of the 
U. S. prepaid. If the Ghas i tam. as an unsealed clrcul.ar 11 th 
no ;,Jr1tlng 1 t did not require a 6¢ rat , h nco ,. by go to the troubl 
of putting on pn.1r of 3¢ 1851 much I s .. resorting to tho use of a·~ 
provisional n 1 eu of pair f 3~ 1851. All vary silly, not van 
to ntlon fnko gr d and 0. fake IV! Nit . Or coUl'S ~f th c r -
lar h':d iting th n a 6¢ laate S j tified, but urely not bisect 
in ay 1853 and b sides th N. Y. p. O. 70uld not hav ~ecogn1z d s ch 
n use at that tim , no ore han th y ecognized the bis ct you 
illu tr t d from your col.l etton #20, pag 331'. T s bJ.B ct e. not 
r cognized at th H Yor. Post Offlce . hene rat d s a f Sh1p L tter" 

d tb blaok . Y. in cat d regul ship letter rat , 7¢ du on 
del v • The n.y. P. O. did not recognize th sa hi ects in Sa • 
1853. e m, Volume 2 on th.s bject. 

~ contention is that 9. b s at is prov1sio 
provisional is only stage taop then it pays the r t 
it provisional us . If it f 11s to do this i not a p stag 
stamp, but mer 1'1' pi c of pa r . A tob ceo tag, ven though tied 
by a postal marking, ould haVe perform d the same servia . and 

swer d th s purpos . 

I can cut 2¢ stamp in 0 , an attempt to use it today to 
prepay an unse 1 d lettor. but though such 1 ted staillP mght be 
t1 d to cover it auld not be rocogniz d. 12¢ 1851 b':sects that did 
not y the r t e in the same 01 s , and ar in 1!!'.f opinion ot no 
valuo" and th point I b lieve Till be c gnlzed in tho future . 

I will w leom th photo r phs of your eoV'ers sho ing t e an:e 
mark_Dgs s tIl em... cover . I wonder if h se i."akes are of' r cent 
origin or old 0 s made (3 s ago . ~ lould l':k to kIlo if' anyon 1. 
doin the ork at PI' sent . 

nturall 
for opinion. S e 
clevor. 

position I 
e cI-ude - OIle 

y items sUbmitted to me 
good - SQ!le aI'S xtr ly 

T clev t or is don by Zar ski ot Parl who 1ft 
r n1 rtls . 0 doubt he has made a lot ot noney t his crooked p 
f sSion, e has provid hi elf ,v.1th the fine t of tools for hi 
tra.de. 

R e 30¢ 1869 covor ~ent me - For hours 1 s are it 

-

as O. K., but s not ntir ly sntisf! d. id 'i?350. 00 and 
it is Z eski job - no doubt about thiS, I no S .or . I prov d 
the 1 tter as itt n in Septemb r 1068. I ha e b n making 

stu~ of his methods for some tim at I am learning more 
all the ti • I I!lay b • ong but do n t b lieve h can 

fak t d n . Y s . at are e got to do "bout it? 
t 11 you much 01' nt r st n t s subj et - about the cl. v r 

I ve n in pI o!l1inen coll etton • h va f d it best 



#4. 

4r . E. A. 11ts - o~t . 11, 1938. 

f 
C di 11y yo , .. 

• 



~ 

• 

.. 

11" . 

D ar 

E. A. \"lts • 
% Pac1~ic Union Club, 

• 

San Franc s o. Calif. 

It • • 

oct . 1 , 1938. 

!f you h ve a copy of my no C nt book. Vol T o. 

ploas note go 268 - cover 51 Q - • This coy r belongs 

to Harold C. rooks of .arshall. ieh. It has pencil 

m 0 f l l854" ch I jud e to b uthen lc o It scare ly 

haws on tho cut bUt c be d t ct d. This 1 tter evid _ t1y 

ant by th S1 rr v dn ai 1ng r D c. 1, 1853. Th d Y 

d to is not v ry- pl in bu is ... obably "2ft 
- Jan. 2 , 1854. 

I nclos you hel h photo of thi cov r . to 

sh up th As Ire IJ. Br oks told me this c 

to him in nIl 0 igm find and 't7D.S nev r in th h nd any 

st p deale- • 

Re - your book - p ge 192 giv s lay~ . 1856 a 

11 r . ge 1.99 g v S 4y 3rd, 1956 . 

Yours etc., 



; 

• 

D nr FI' • • 

Oct. 15, 1938. 

Clllif. 

Ihae o of your c ~er ;69 of , 118 aorr spondonco. 

Do you still own this item? Lf s 

If tt r S. F. 

I 

f ts in 

orkin on v ~y import t ntt 

th the p r lOde 

st11.y yours , 

liy memo tates , 

d this 1 111 

.~ 



, 
• 

. .. 

• G o. B. Sloan • 

116 as BUt . , 

lIe Yorl: , 1 . Y. 

De l' eo g • 

eg rdi your 74th sal 0 pril 1 36 . oul 

l' ":6 V ry l!IU.ch to sea 1 t 22. H va ou a. r co d of ho 

bought thi 

so that I e 

ill 

g_v on the 

o auld ou 

ppr elate asai t c you can 

Co .. di lly yauT'"" 

.~ 



• • 

"-
J 

• E. A. tit 
% P cif! 

D r Jr . \ 11ts 

it is at 
d y it lo!' 

Could 
1854 

, 
Union C1u.b, 

S Francisco, Cal f. 

• • 

o. s. 

te 
s 

o • 

oct. 15, 1938 • 

you 
s nuine 

Jon. 15 , 
• 15, 

in 
(?) 

is 
sed 

"S1 rrau tar D c . 1st, 18 "'? 
d J. i u YOl"k on Jan. 15, 

o' po sibl Jan. 15th, 855. 

:In th S10 
~.d ncr bed s 1'011 

prl1 1st 

Ilo could lette:r by S1err 
J n another lett~r by tbis set 

1855. 
" 

nclo 

d 2nd - 1 36 , L t '22 la 

on J n . l5 , 1855 
York on Jan. 2, 

th wrong 1 tt r 
n 185 c.:n t av 



• i 

!~ . E. A. ilts e - Oct. 15, 1 38. 

by the 81 IT 1e v1ng . If . on Dc .. 1 t , 1853. An arrl n1 in 
1 York on J n . 2nd - t r n i t 32 day - possible but 1 rdly 
prob hI 

I going t nd 10cat that S10 cov 1--. 
Yours etc., 

• 

c· 
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Oct . 1'7 , 1938. 

~. '. 1. .. Itsee, 
% aciflc Union Olub, 

San Franclsco, Calif. 

If.:y dear Jr . 11tsee: 

Yours of' the 14t rsceivod. photOgll phs re 
very halpfu2 they do not fUrnish co_cluB_ve ev dene _n all 
cases . ! am much tnt rest d in the Glbb llB co ars but ". 
:ffl'!.ll B I can rocn11, none v eve~ be n submitted t 
would like to se the . Y. two b~r cover nd to ph togr ph 
it, also ~lY others in tbe lot that you CGI~ send me. 
pledge you. n advance, war , th .... t I rll.l 'uk no us of 
thoa - in ~n y that ou.ld not eet with yo ft.ll pprovnl . 
1: mean by ~;his tha.t I will not SG_d O~ give prints to anyon 
wi thou,t 'Your Dnrmiss ion, nor wil1 npp ·oprls.t to... ,.:m 
us _ -::/ ':nf'llD.nation on t 111s subject. I 'ould 11 re to eo­
cperate lith you .and be of ans1star..ce in !mY" t7ElY I can vJith n 
ulterior ~"otiv cf flnY ind. 

In for llTard1ng the 'COV 1"8 to 111 for exo.!'liua.tlon and to 
photogrcl')h if thor A at'O any otlwr r strict_onn thnt Y',()u C re 
to l~po can ssure you I ill ab:d by th u. 

Rczardillg th -"'~I bar lie ~ York. It is only r:ry gu n 
that t_is mar ng N P rhnps used at sUb- stations of t N. Y. 
Post Oft ea . I hav no "\Tid neo . hat ot)v .... I" mat it was . 11 
I kno . s -h-':.'lt :1. t is a so .1"09 potrcn>k. mUch sen cel' thnn other 
of thlc type J_th t!n~ and four b~l·S . If you ill r ad Per? ' ... 
chapt r in VOlur:l 2 of r:IY On Cent 170rk yo 11 not there 
quite _ umbel 01' bl".. eh po t of.f_ces in H. Y. t the p r' od '\fe 
know this 11 ndstam.p '1:. in use. It is baI'ely possible th s b r 
type Zlulrklngs VI i~e used <oxclus::vcly at four r these br nch 
oft_c s , O~ th oth r hand it 1s probabTy nore r a onable to 
suppos they ~ dicn y .foUl" c1 rl"n :in the un:u. p st off_co. ! hav 
made a ea 119,1 study- of Bl'1 t1sh postal markings of. the 18.d.O to 1B70 
peri nd sovGl"al offiC. s i London, Liv rpool. etc •• cmplo-yed 
ind1via'tla~ haud tamps to l.dentif the !Istampars" of eel' in cl ... ses 
0:£ mil . plmpa p t of: th:t..s sys1ie_. wOO cop cd by th U. Y. 
po .... t of ice. I do l!:no that tll bar ty!, f1.Dotconftt ddt 0 
:first cl£t .. 3 d 1. st:'.C J.I. s·" t as at 1.mo ... un d Q GiL cuI r n 11 
~utter . So far lts use 1 all thco:~. nd nothing more . i ither 
"e.3011 not" P01-:Ory hav. &1'1 ;uoro Idel'lCo tbnn I havo so 1"nr I 

knou. 

• I am. qu" (lure I never 
Nicar ~l~ cover and n tur~11y I 
any COV"l' sLmIing suell USO o 



• 

#2 . 

r . E. A. WI1tsee - Oct . 17 , 1938. 

vinced it is a fak , d I at n t I b lieve ou nr right , 
but so far all I have, s your opinio nd th photogr pb. I do 
thi. ~ .. I auld hav littl troubl in fo an pInion if I 
could s d c r-,fully study th cover. I not surprised at 
the account of y ur Intervl0 ith Gene K1 in, nd p_rhnps you are 
right and I run ong - th A. P. • Co tt • It ns just my 
1 pI' ss 0 thD.t none of the tbr 0 ould go out of th ir o.y t o 
prot ct Hardy, and that thoir opini , if ong, 3 pur ignoronc 
of th subj c • 

Tn r 
t inly Imo 
c rte.iruy c 
company e k 

the Siorr 
nth! 

t 

'I 111 not b y frOl!l to m t t in the imm di t 
i'utur so your 1 t me will hay my prompt an careful ntt ntion. 

I mdght dd th t I also h vo obt n d in r cent days so 
fin examples of th t 0 bar H. Y. ark! • 

• S. LoJla. D d you kno thfi 
s n er- on this ship i'lh n she s ck d? 

r! 10 1ntorestln . H de t 0 trips t Ca11-
mid hi d .;>cript on of the Rout . 11 qui in-

~ordlally yours, 
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c sec. C life 

a 

Cordi 11 yo os . 
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oct . 25, 1938 . 

~. E. A. ~ltsee, 
% Pacific Union Club, 

San Francisco~ Calif . 

y dear r . ~iltsee: 

Aga,.n referr1ng to yours of the 14th and the p otostat 
of th cover ~l . This has n ir of 3¢ 1851 ith S. F . post -

k . I noto you are inclined to believe t marking i fak 
and that the COy r actually passed thru th S. F . Post Offic • 
Could it be po ibl that the ~t ps ctua~ly us d n tb1 COy r 
c e off nd t p r as subst tut d? That handst ~p ght b 
O. K. I think it 1s a trifle unusual to find pairs of tho 3¢ 
1851 on cov rs S. • to tb nat th tent thru th S . • Post 
Office i th stamp in the upper J. ft . On th oth hand it 1 s 
not unu unl to find the this r y on th Nicnrngu. cov ra . I 
er ly uggest these points . turally I y be ong, but I am 

not yet convinced theso p ticul r I' ctangul hnndst. s 
ere applied on bo the 1c ragua ate ors but r~th r b1 the 

carriers ho coll cted 1 to be sent vi tb icaragu ro~ • 

In 'vh f I' t pI c 
not th s , nd t nk it c 

fferent 0 s of this typ 
steamers on the Pacific Coa 
yOUI!' bOOK so don't take the 
from it . 

pa sagos 

mvo lready re d it t io from cover to cover and have 
it rlght b fore m or read ref ronc . I und rstnnd the 1 
bags at the dock d how they er k pt opon Ip to t l.1e of Bailin • 
Then I think they re 100 ad up until the ail re ched No York. 
Rem bel' this mnil was carried fre so hy should the purser- or 
.any other officer on board take the trOUble to t each latter 
f.Lom the bag or bags and handst p them? I om quite sure a lot of 
mail ,ent Vi ~learagun hnt s not hrundotamped - I cita th ills 
correspondence. Such covers enn the writer took the letter to 
the dock hi elf and plae d t 1n the b g . - have copies of such 
lett 1'0.> tating the m-- ter as takIng i is letter do to the 

lcaragua ship hich s ue to ail VOl', shortly. I have noted 
uch covern i thout the Vin markl.ng Mch nt by the same I:la11 

covers sbOO1ng narking. then ere so e covers aarked 
and other ere not? I think the an er is quite s~ple - those 
marked wore collected and a £00 charg d by carriers , and they 
.1 re rked by the carriers . Thus 10 ha e the dstamps ith 

~, JlSulllvan" and 'lith flLelandit to dIstinguish th ir mail fro that 
collected by o'b r c rriers . 

And furth r I think the ro son that find the lIicara la. 
marking in upper rlght and stamps in upper loft 1s because thor 

ere no st ps on t e cover h n collected by carriers . The hand­
stamps ~ere first ppllcd, th n out of the f paid th stamps lore 
supplIed and put in the re~lning s co, tho upp I' ~ ft . 

I va nov r s en any ovid nc that 1ndicat d tho handst ps 
~ere applied on board the ships . This theory does not apply t o 
a.ll hnndst p 1l.th nru:lOS of the st 



~. 

• 
• E. • \ Its e - Oct . 25 , 1938. 

Considering th above , makes e onder 1f it i possible 
t t the marking on the photostat cover #1 1s not genuine and the 
at 'ps the ftik d p rt . 

I enclose you a p oto or 

g in r f rring to 
dvertise for t B t 

recot- • 

cover I 9J!l sure 1s fak . 

I do ui h ou oul.d 

sale last J :unry lot 311 an r ad 
such as ( 5) . Lot 317 s e s as f1' d 
rectangular in bl ck, 0 p rhap this is where I got my black. 
This sold at 51. 00 bUt I do ot kno ho bought 1t. 
oIDis ion 0 th bluo as ela rly n rsight, and in t corr cion 
of p of copy look d . 

SIncerely you 5 , 



• cw 

st.:lnley R. I~shbrook, Esc. 
434 30utl: 0rb.nd Avenue 
For t Thoma s, yy. 

Dear n . Ashbrook: 

Pacific Union Slub 
San Francisco, California 

October 28, 1938 

! am replying to your several favors of the 19, 81 and 25 

Cctober. 

In re&'ard to the "Pan & San Fran.S.S.", I never heard of these 

items. They conform, however, to the solution ther~of in my book, 

as t~ey boarded the ste~mer at Fana~p where there ~&s no {T.".p.C. 

and were therefore properly steamer letters. So~ebody used sta~ps 

instead of paying the Fostare in coin. I have never heard of the 

) items. 

In re~ard to your letter of the ~5th and ~hat you state con-

cerning photostat of cover ~o.l. It is easy enough to clap on a 

genuine letter c. fC1ke h&ndstamp Via t-:ic; but I am V'vonderin8 hoy! 

you can think i t ~Iould be possible to fake the San Francisco post­

mark on a pair of three cent stamps? In my limited experience it 

would be absolutely imposrible to remove those stamps and substitute 

others ~ithout being able to detect such substitution. It sesms 

to me that this is the mort difficult thing to do. And I never 

heard of anyone doing it successfully. Furthermore this cover was 

put under the lamp and there Was not~in~ to indicate the slirhtest 

pair of three-cent or the San Francisco po~t-

but I find your next statement to be absolutely 

incorrect. In checkinr over my collection in \,~ich I now have 

18 covers ~ith pairs of three cent stamps, I find that 12 are in 



, 
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the upper left and on~y 6 are in the upper right, sho~iinG thut the 

cu~toml V,as for some unknown reU.sen to place the...,e p:iirs of three-

cent Lo the left rather than to the ritht. 

gain I must call your attention to the fact that I think 

you are incorlect in your next statement, and this is borne out by 

the evidence in the case. You think that thes~ rectangular Via 

Kic . handstamps V'lere affixed by the"carriers" who ccllected mail to 

be sent by the Via Nicaragua route. This is not the case. Everypne 

/I '" of these carrier_ throug~out t~is periorl harl his own handstamp com-
.--

bined with thct of the Nicaragua Line, and furthermore they col-

lected a very small p6rcentage of t~eBe items. To sUbstantiate 

this you have only to lovk at my book and see the item Via Nic 

vdth "Leland" beneath. Also the item Vi& Nic Tfihich in this case 

is an oval \-.ith tll3ullivan" beneath. }\neJ then again, the item of 
(/ 

our friend the I~isy Carrier, ~ith the dome -shaped top. In other 

Vlord s, all these cal r i ers, and ther e "'I ere no 0 ther s nho user l:ii s-

tinctive handstampd, were supplied ~,ith handstamps ~hich gave their 

raroe in connection ~ith the Via Nicar&gua route over which the item 

ftas to travel. And they are very few in comparison with those which 

were affixed by the steamer line itself. 

'~ybe you will ask why? 

The an5~er is very simple, because the steamers from the 

very inception of this dervice advertized to carry these letters 

FREE. lu.turally the public \ ould prefer not to pay a fee to these 

carriers who collected mail, but to put their letters direct on the 

steamer and Save the carriers' fee. Because tr:ese carriers col-

ledted a fee for every letter that they handled. As we might ex­

pect, the number of the letters collected by the carriers is only 

a fraction of tho~e carried by the Eteamers free. 



wi th you. V.hile there may 

h a v e bee n s I i [' h t d iff ere nc e sin the s ere c tan§, u L .. r mar k i [1.[ s, you 

should remember that there ~;ere in the neighborhood of ten or a 

dozen steamers employed on tte Pacific coa-t in this service. 

It seems to me perfectly simple as to .hy the steamers snould 

handstamp thi~ mail. So simple that it almost obtrudes itself on 

one's understanding. All these handstamps were for propaganda pur-

poses. The stG<.1rners were so de.3irous of this propap'anda that 

they exacted from the C&I riers that tteir propaganod should be on 

all the letters that the carriers cOllected. And naturally as 

they .ere propa;anda handstamps it would be inconceivable why the 

person in ch~rge of t~is mail should not take the fe~ moments re-

c.uired v,hen the mail V, ... 8 on their :steamer in \.hich to handstamp the 

propaganda. Remecber that this ~aS not any locked up United ~tates 

mail. The United Itates and its regulations had nothinz I,hatever 

to do v,ith it. They \,ere collected by the <teaMer it<.;elf in its 

o\,n letter bagE.. FREE. And i t ~\ould have been foolish on their 

part had they not affixed the pl opaf8nda that they pr'oved that they 

~ere so desirous of circulating not only on the letters themselves 

but also in their advertisements in the ne~spapers. They started 

in a hard fieht azain~t the Pacific lail and n~turally they did 

every hinL they could to advertise and pi opa anda their line, not 

r only on the letters they c~rried, but also always in the public , 
press. It is incoLceivable to me thot any othr;r practice could 

h~ve taken place. 

It is ~uite true that letters were carried Via Nicaragua 

\iithout the handstamp. . s I have said the latest notice in the 

preLS of a letterbag ~as ~eptember 3J, 1854. The Line ~as pros-
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, perous, it ~aS carryi~ ffiore passen~ers and tre~sure than the Pacific 

Nail. The necessities th~t made t~eir earlier propaganda efforts 

desirable no lonrer existed. It would be interesting to note the 

dates of these letters that went Via Nicaragua v.ithout being hand-
.~ 

stamped. It is on 5uch letters that, as I have pOinted out to othern, 

t~e tempt&tion to plant a fake handstawp would be very strong. And 

that is the dangerous part of collecting these covers. Furthermore 

it is ;uite possible that the purser or other man in charge of these 

letters would be carelesJ and overlook a letterbag or a portion 

of the contents of the c&me ~hile handstampinr others. rain I 

call your attention to ~he f~ot that in my judBment you are wrong. 

The handst~mps ~ith~~~~~ and 1'oisy Carrier ah,ays 

bore the prora~anda ndme of the currier. nd ~hut other carriers 

wer'e there? AS fc;r as I can find nobody but utilI and Company, 

and they did an extremely srr.all business. 

The steamer a~vertisements clearly show that this propaganda 

v.as oririnated by theMselves and not by the "carriers". It was 

they ~iho formulated the war cry of "Via icaragua head of the 

l~ails" and we know that they did it, not only on the ';!est coast, but 

also on the East coast where there were no carriers. It would be 

absurd to think that the ~teamers currier any letters in their FREE 

letter bctfS upon "hich they did not place at least in the earlier 

years the proparanda that they ~,orked so hard to use and advertized 

so freely. T1:i5 prop""' anda mad~ no difference to the"carriers", 

they merelJ got a fee for collectin.r- letters. The r>ropagar..da ViaS 

of no re~l advantage to them. 

It is a 'TI'tter of -re ..... t rer-ret to me thqt you 3hould have 

made ~uch uerious mistake in your book as callina these handstamps 
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as to their color black, green and red. Tt.is is 8xtrerrely mis-lp.ading . 

Anyone who h.s collected these covers knc~s thAt t~e usual color 

WE..~ ree, and that should huve been stateG first. ~Text came the blues 

in a le8~er auantity~ I h~ve one green, but neither Ynapp nor 

r e e d ram ha vee v e r se en 0 ne • s to the blacks, since ~riting you I 

wr i tten both of therr to find out ho\'i many they h(:1ve and nei th~r of 

them has one. Personally I be~ieve the only blacks to be one or 

two that vere faked by this creutor of false handstC1mps. And one 

of them is on these three covers ~hich were sent to me . I have 

~ever ~een another . ~e know that this faker faked a black box 

".loisy Carr ier", for I have t.",O tt.at came from this source and 

Jes~up has one . I think the black v.as an invention of his . nd 

if there ~aS one in the Emerson sale, it rni ht come from there . 

Cf COUr·'e it is neces~ary to make a distinction between the framed 

and the unfr~med as fur as bl~ck id concerned. I rave an unframed 

in blrck v,hich I con~ider perfectly genuine . But in all tre years , 

abo~~ 20, since I have been collecting , these framed Via Fic, I 

never Sal a black unLil the present moment . The great majority 
)U)CA} 

are red ~ varlOUS sLades, and 

pelled to ag(:1in revert to your 

then followed by blue. I b.m "com-

statement concer~ing cover to . l . 

~hat ~ ould be more silly than for anyone having a eenuine 

\lith a L;enuine har:dstamp ar:d a f enuine Ne' .. Yo k cl'lncellation 

on a }'i::l.ir of thrl'-e-cent, to deli berately rerrove the 1 e .. York pair 

and sub~titute a pair .ith a fake ~an fr_ncibco han~ stanp, even if 

Ie could? ./ny sr.ould r e hs so s i lly 5 to convert a genui ne cover 

t,.J' i .n all the trouble to nake a fc...!:e one? • ~h ate au 1 d bet 1"' e 
_.--" --

!hat could be more rrv __ 8 tran t at some per ,O~ i~ro-
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nov. st'ould have pl... ... ced a fake randstam:- on a cover \,[ ic h .ent trrou:h 

the ... ,h. ... L, Franc: cc Lot or1'ice [jot kLo ir. .... :':.t UC1~ c... e-orrL:r. t.Lon 

e over >I~'" 5e. t to :rle '; 

ae-tive cr.aLio~ 01 

ccmf :;te viltt the Pac':'fie ~:ail. The Line invented the war cry of 

'·Via. ric[.c::.,eua head of the .:ai15" beC' ... u~ e it could n~ver obtain 

t Le 'T&i: contr ae t. Iv ~ci:ici~. • 1 0 () r i . i! : t r '-', c rea: e d a nd ad-

vor tizt,;d this p ·oraC'anda. 1'0\, c r. anyone tLink that this was 

ori "inated and created by tl'e c ..... r. iers, ~:ho MH. el,/ fot a fe,. cer.:'· 

-( ':i letter, foe dcliver;vr l-stters on t1 e b teaJ:l~r anc. wrof;e only ---
.,. ny.cloce rhoto::.tat of tl--e five eel.", circular \;ricr 3'ou 

s~y yo~ hav~ n~ver seen. It will be not~d trut w~~t i3 a:r~rently 

• ,Irit:r.r or. Die ir. ... i0e of tLi ... ltottu .3h p et is in reality a litho-

ru,'" ~etter m[de by 3ritton and .,ey.()LQJ. rf~~ ~..:...~_ 
I a'n, 

Ycurs very tr~ly, 

) 
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The Pac~flc-ULion Club 
San F"ancisco 

Dear Knapp: 

Nov. 9th, 1938 

As yo 1 .nay have 'heard, those fools, or otherw~s,", on the 
A.P.S.Comm1ttee returned those C vers as genu1ne - Thank God I 
h&ve them on record w1th their signatures and photOGraphs of the 
covers. ~he old story - 3 dealers, and another dealer. 

~,~en I got them bqck I stud~ed them again and found more 
pOints that made them fakes. Also the quartz lamp told interest~ng 
stories. And then I finally did ~hat ~ should have done at first -
and hav~ng been chemist 50 years ago I ~n~ a dumb fool not to 
have t'hought of it sooner. Out 'here there 1s v. very emi'1.ert crimin­
ologist E. O. Heinrich who washaa international reputat~on. He flakes 
a specialty of examin1ng old doc'mnents, fraudulent and suspic:J.ous 
documents, and is a chemist and 
He is used by all the bar~s here, expert1ng fraudulent b~lls and other 
forged documents. He has his laboratory in Berkeley. Of course I 
should have realized whg,t I very well knew that the inks used in 
1850-5 were of an absolutely different base than those used today. 
They were still vegetable days w1th a cochineal 
The came in long afterward. He can read~ly tell the age of any 
ink and I have gone to the expense of engag1ng him to pass on these 
covers. If the age of their handstamps or ra';L.er there ink is ,nodern 
the cover~ are fakes. It 1S worth while to protect all of us who 
are collecting to have them examined who has them Ul hand. I don't 
care where they came from and now 1 know that 3 of them ~ re fakes and 
the other SUSP1C1OUS. But his examin~tion will def1nitely prove it -
This applies not only to the 1nks on the "Via N~caragua's" 
but also to the postmark ink. He can tell any fresh ones. 
No one stands h1gher than he does ann his reputation is international. 
It will cost me a lot of money but ~ don't give a damn i'or that. 
I will prove whether the~e covers are genuine or not and I will show 
up that "cover up" COlJinittee of t'1e A.r.G. 

Sincerely, 

E.A.1fliltsee 

-10 
Kh 

.~ 
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stanley B. shbrook, Esq. 
434 South Grand Avenue 
For t Thomas, Ky. 

Pacilic Union Club 
San Francisco, California 

Kovemcer 17, 1838 

I would like to call your attention to the glaring 

fake that you have published in your book on page 264, Figure 51 K B. 

This is a genuine cover originally that was fracked by 

Senator Gwin of California for transmission through tte United States 

mail. ~enator G~ints signature is perfectly genuine, as we know it well 
• 

out here. He put this letter with his frank in the United States mail 

in San Frandisco. It went via Panama becau~e it could not possibly go 

by any other route after being deposited in the United states mail. It 

bear s the"Ne~\ York Steamship" whic h VI as appl i ed on mai 1 from Panama. I 

have several exarr,ples my!3elf of original letters handled this V'J~y. This 

was never applied on any cover coming via Nicaragua, because t'·ose covers 

~'ere dumped in the New Yo! k Gener<11 Post Cffice and only received the 

ordinary Kew York General Post Office cancellation. 

Nov; you will say I am wrong, am that the cover v;ent 

via 'icaragua and not through the United States mail. Such a supposition 

is absurd. Who put on the"FREE?" 

Did Senator Gwin run around wi th a handstamp FREE in hB 

• pocket to apply to his frarked mail? No, he did not, it was put on by 

the San ?ra~8isco Post Cffice and i~ the same FR'E that they always 

use' to apply to franked letterS. 

I am surprised with your kponledge of the subject tbat 

you should not have realized that a letter deposited in the San 

Francicco Po~t Office could not go via 'icaragua. 
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If further evidence of this fake were necessary, 

you have supplied it yourself. You very correctly state that General 

Denver did not go East until 1855. And that therefore the cover could 

not have been mailed to him before this dat e . 

But when Was this particular handstamp used? My 

research shows that it was the first one advertised by this Line in 

December 1852; and my research shows that it was never adverti~ed 

after the 1st of Jallu",ry 1853, but that the slogan was changed at that 

time to "Via Nicaragua Ahead of the rails" and never al tered as long 

as the adverti~ements of the Line continued.l~dl fl!...t ~ '1- ~u'h' ~ , 
ene has to rese _rch these reatters c a refully for a 

couple of years in order to know something about them. 

The cover is a fake in every way. 

Yours very sincerely, 

~. 



• 

Nov. 21st, 1938. 

Mr. ~. A. Wiltsee, 
% The Pacific-Union Club, 

San Franc1sco, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Wiltsee: 

I am in receJ.pt of your lAtter of the 17th and I note 
you seem to be under the impression the cover - 51 K B·- page 
264 - Volume 2, is a fake. 

I happen to know the orJ.gin and history of this 
particular item and I can absolutely a~sure you that your 
deductions are in error. 

As I wrote you some weeks ago, I would like to see the 
Gibbons "Via N" covers which you. question, because I sincerely 
believe I could be of 80me assistance to you in arriving at the 
truth. 

I w1ll be only too glad to co-operate with you in the 
study of any subject to which I have devoted some attention 
but I insist that such work be on a mutual basis wherein both of 
us can be of assistance to each other. I Wll not seeking anyone 
to rubber stamp my opin1ons and I am quite sure that any assistance 
I might be able to give you would valueless if placed on the 
same basis. 

Sincerely you~s, 



WILLIAM J, AULL 

48 GRAFTON A VENUE 

DAYTON, OHIO 

Nov. 21, 1938. 

Mr . Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 S. Grand, 
Far't Thomas , Kentucky. 

Dea r Stanley: 

With reference to our 'phone conversation yesterday, I 
am enclos ing t\~ covers, the one requested and one other 
wh ich I be lieve shows the original signature of \'1 . N. 

.-

Gwinn. This covering showing the lsi New York City delivery, 
secured through Buakey. The other cover, via Nicaragua, 
was one secured direct. 

r~. Denver had a habit of wri~ng the name across the 
end of the env.elope from whom he received the letter. 
This prevails throughout the many covers I have. 

I hope with these tvn you will be able to build up your 
case against your western friend. 

Respectfully yours, 

;krJ~ 

WJA :EB 
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Jan. l3 p 1939. 

tIl' . E. A. Wl1tsee, 
1 Pacific- Union Club , 

San Francisco, Cali~ . 

:"9' dear. r . llts e: 

am ind ed sorry th t our cOl'respondence apparently 
ceased ~th the receipt of my letter by you 1 st month. I 
feel th.t it 1 rather fol sh to have any hn~d feeling rise 
over a m ttor of a nOle difference in opinion of Q stamp, 
postnl mnrldng or an l1tire . 

~t tl~es ~. io possible lor .s to b vory positi e in 
our own ~nd over such o)inions, only to find out later thnt 
our dedu vio sur entirvly wrong. 

So fa s I c one urned, . ish to assu'e you that I 
too neh intoreut d in my ork to p rn1t petty ~DU dorst dings 

to disrupt relat10n chich have be n agreeable . 

In juoping to a hast eonclus1on on the Gen ' l D nvor 
cover illustrated in ~ book, yo ade very gro t ml~tnk9 by 
preee ding to toll me 7hercin it ~ sarI ud in~tead of tru~ing 
a. ore friendly eo se and roquest1nn !!IY 0 in~on 0 it . Had you 

one tp~s I co ld hav expl ned the use of tho cover to OU quito 
clearly, n fact ir. so ~os~t1ve a fry thoro ould'lave 'iated no 
doubt .1ntsoev r that au re nng and thnt as right . 

I feel t at it is nl t s h rmrul to th best interests 
r philately for on ree gni~e as an a thority uO a_der an 

erroneous pi on n item. or 1;cms, as it is for the faker to 
~anufact~~e upriou ita s . . Iso leel that if good is to 
r sult from the ros arch work done by our foremost un r1can 
Philatelic aut_orities that a supre~e efrort should b ado at 
all t~es £o~ a close co- op rat10n as possible. t is Bctually 
accouplished i the o!ld 1.s far , for _ore 1 pOltant than for one 
stud nt to prove at all tmes th t -e 18 right , that i" thooT'ias 
aT 0.1 ay rig • 

I do ot consider it _ re t diQgr co to be Wl'Ong , pro­
vided I proc cd ir'ln diat ly to cOI'rect in t a m1nda of others a. 

rong ires i n or an 0 i ion I ha given. I b ieve that the 
average [~ecin ist seaking infor 't~on is nore 1nte~e ted in c ­
quiring facts , than in lear~ng uho ~ir t discov 1"e this po_nt or 
tIl t pOint , 0 ;~10 S 1TOng or ri ht On tt.is h ory 0 th one . 
After all , s ch tlings rind d v ry silly. 

If you st111 feel that ~our conc~us~ons r gar ~ng the 
Denver cov r r corr ct , I will be glad to give uou the act ~ncts 
regard!! g t ds i te . I thi tl e infoI'J;a t ion I .an i Vi you rl.ght 
pro e of' valu hI as 1stnnce to 'You i1 the futur • 

51 c rely yours , 



Mr. Stanley V. Ashbrook: 
434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

My dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

PACIFIC UNION CLUB 
San Francisco, California 

January 
25th 
I 939 

your favor of the 13th January was recently received by me. 

In the first place I do not know of any hard feeling in this matter; 

certainly there is none on my part. 

The matter goes far deeper than "over a mere difference of opinion 

of a stamp, postal marking, or an entire ll • Here is an extremely interesting and 

particularly delightful branch of philately, if you wish to call it such, and whose 

items are of high value, running from say $30 to $425, and to which I have given years 

of study both in the collection of its items, and in the research of its data and 

governing regulations. In fact I think I am quite vdthin the mark when I say that I 

am the onll individual who has conducted deep personal research. If there be any 

other, he has not let it be known and in the several libraries where all this data 

alone is found, no other person has ever appeared to research it. Here is a beautiful 

and most expensive field being invaded by fraudulent concoctors of false items, ~ho 

they are I do not know and do not care. My research gives absolute proof that certain 

of these concoctions are false. All I am endeavoring to do is to protect this delightful 

branch of philately, which is particularly dear to me as it comes under California 

history in which I am deeply interested, from the intrusion of forgers and counter-

feiters of its charming items. I can see this to be my duty, to myself and to my 

fellow collectors, and the public in general, to protect them if possible from frauds 

and to put them in the position which I occupy and by which frauds can be detected. 
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It is unfortunate that not one dealer in the United States or 

elsewhere has ever had at his command any of the sources from which research can be 

made to obtain the necessary data and regulations which governed the issue of these 

covers. I say this advisedly because all this data exists out here and no where else. 

ft~so no dealers whom I know possess the necessary items for study. 

It is most unfortunate and unwise that any Society of repute should have 

its expert committee who pass on the genuineness of items, to be composed of dealers 

~ho buy and sell items, and who are necessarily hampered in their decisions on items 

submitted to them by the fact that they may have bought and sold items of whose 

authenticity they were unqualified, or not, to judge, and who may have distributed 

fake items unwittingly or otherwise to their clients. The whole principal is vITong 

and is so recognized by every right thinking man. 

In this case four covers were submitted to the expert committee of the 

A.P.S. composed solely of three dealers. To assist them I went to much trouble to send 

out many pages of researched data to which they never had had access and which proved 

in some instances the glaring frauds of these items. It may not be surprising that 

they reported all these items genuine although the merest tyro would have or should 

have known that some were fakes. 

I then decided to submit these items at no little expense to myself 

to the greatest known authority on this Coast in the matter of forged documents false, 

inks, not of the period and so forth and so forth. He has declared and proved all 

thase covers to be fake. This is the situation as it stands today. 

Now I jump to no hasty conclusions. I fear you endeavored to cover 

an enormous field in your book and it may not have been possible for anyone man to go 

into the research and study of all these branches and all these items in the time at 

your disposal. 



-3-

However, that is your affair and not mine. 

You say I should have requested your opinion of the Aeneral Denver 

cover before commenting upon it. Yfuat a silly thing that would have been to do! 

Would you have put it in your book if you had not thought it genuine? Then what would 
"7 

have been gained by my asking you whether or not you considered it genuine? 

Now that the issue is joined I will take great pleasure in asking you why 

this general Denver cover is genuine. I will be delighted to learn why in your opinion 

it is genuine. And then if I think you are wrong I will be glad to tell you why you are 

wrong. 

I cannot at all agree with you nor do I think any other fair minded man 

will in your statement that it is as wrong for any authority to render an erroneous 

opinion as it is for a forger to manufacture spurious items. I am~raid that by this 

statement you reveal yourself to be a veI7 poor logician, and to have little appreciation 

of the cardinal virtues such as honesty. Any honest man might be in error concerning 

an item to which he had given great study and which he considered to be fraudulent. But 

he would still be an honest man. Whereas a counterfeiter would be guilty of forging 

croo~ed items to deceive honest people and he would never be an honest man but always 

a crook. As by your deduction you place them on even terms you bring down an honest 

man to the level of a professional crook and state that they are both on the same basis. 

I think that few people will agree vdth you except professional crooks. 

I do not consider it any disgrace to be wrong when a man has much knowledge 

at his disposal and is giving his best and honest opinion. In this instance I am giving 
~. 

all my honest judgment and all my powers of observation no matter how feeble they may 

be on every item that I am considering. According to your deduction, if in so doing 

~ might err. I am on the same basis as a professional crook. Again I cannot agree with 

your deductions. It makes no difference to me who first discovered anything or who dis-

covered which or who discovered what. Nor do I care in the least about who is right 
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or wrong in any theory. The sole thing that concerns me is the genuineness of any 

item. In my business"theories" are classed in the "hopes and aspirations class". 

P~dS)und mining engineers are only influenced by facts. 

There is no reason why you should endeavor to place on the same level .~ 

of intelligence one man with a world of data at his command with another who has never 

yet had these facts and knowledge in his possession. How can he be in an understanding 

position to have his opinion of any weight or merit? I am still convinced that my 

conclusions in the Denver matter are correct but I will still be delighted to learn 

your reasons for stating that item to be genuine. 

I will gladly welcome any information that "might prove to be of valuable 
~~~s 

assistance to me in the future". Tha t is what I live on~and that is the reason that I 

have spent years of research on this and other matters such as ~estern Franks so that I 

might be able to use my powers of observation and judgment, if I have any, based on 

solid facts in order to make accurate deductions. And if my powers of judgment and 

observation were not worth while it might be that I would not be in the position in 

the world where I am today. 

All correspondence did not cease with the receipt of your two letters 

last month or because of anything that was contained in them for I have never yet read 

them. 

Wi th kind regards, I am 

Sincer ely yours, 

€~ 
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Feb. C, 1939. 

1 r. Ernest A. \"'iltsee, 
% Pacific Union Club, 

San Francisco, Oalif. 

y dear r. dltsee: 

Your 1nterest1ng letter of the 25th received, and I 
indeed sorry thnt you misconstrued several statements 1n 

rrry last letter. 

For example, the General Denver cover. hat I eant 
as sImply this: Before jumping to conclusions on thi~ item 

and condemning it, I do think you could have inquired of me 
regarding it. I would have been only too glad to have given 
you the history of it and explained the actual use to your 
entire satisfaction. Instead of doing thiS, you proceeded 
to damn it up and dO'm and to criticise me most severely for 
being so ill informed as to publish an illustration of a "fake" 
cover in my book. ~ 

Now here are the facts. I had something to do with 
the find of the Denver correspondence. At the time this f1nd 
as made there were two surviving children of Gen'l-Denver. One 

a man of about 70 years, the other a daughter of 75. I became 
ell acquainted with both, and spent quite a lot of time uith 

the daughter discussing her father, the General. During my 
visits the daughter would frequently bring out large batches of 
the correspondence and go over them with me. The earliest 
letters ent back to the days just prior to theexican are 
The cover I illustrated in the book was acquired from this 
daughter and it is now in the collection of m. J. Aull of Dayton, 
Ohio. I quIte positive this item was never 1n a dealer's 
hands, because it passed directly from the Denver family to r. 
AuIl. I trust this is sufficient proof that there is no 
possIble chance that the cover could be faked in any way. In 
fact the cover itself proves it is genuine. 

Several times I rote you that you had entirely mis-read 
this item, but you paid no attention whatsoever to my statements~ 
but insisted it as a fake, hen I knew positively it was perfectly 
genuine. Naturally your statements 1ere rather amusing. 

There ere hundreds and hundreds of covers in the Denver 
correspondence, and on the end of each cover, Gen'l Denver wrote 
the name of th person ho ~r ote the leteer. Generally he 
included the date of the letter. See tracings enclosed hleh 
kindly return • 

You jumped to the co~clusion that the Denver cover was 
from Senator Gwln, and that it bore his frank. In fact you wrote 
me that the Senator's handwriting as ell known on the coast ete. 



t 
, 

I 

- I 

#2. 

II'. Ernest A. ~'iltsee - Feb . 6th, 1939. 

You can well imagine how amusing this statement was to me be­
cause the flV~m. M. Gwin" on the end of this cover, (Figure Sl K B -
page 264 - Vol . 2) is not Senator Gwinnis frank , but is in the 
handwrltifS of General Denver. I think you wrote me somethi ng to 
the erlec that the sun does not rise in the \ est and set in the 
East , and that it was just as ridiculous to suppose this cover 
traveled the way it was faked , as to suppose the sun reversed its 
course . 

You see you were quite sure that Senator Gwin pad franked 
this cover , deposited it 1n the San Francisco Post Office where it 
was handstamped IIFree tt

• I do not mea.n to .,.uisquote you, beClluse 
I think you . ill find the above statements 1n one of your letters . 

I judge that you are not well informed on cert ain Postal 
Laws , otherwise yoawould have been aware of the fact that it was 
not necessary for Senat~ Gwin to have franked this envelope . 
Members of Congress were permitted to receive letters free as well 
as to £orward letters free , there~ore , when the Senator aadressed 
this letter to the "Hon. J . • DenVer, Ho . of Reps ., WaShington, 
D. C. 1f it was not necesrsarl for him to attach his frank. .-

The origi al letter ( ~ith date) was in this envelope and 
this letter 1s at present in the possession of the Denver family 
As Gen ' l Denver did not take his seat in Congress until ~cember of 
18S5, it is quite evident the letter was not written before that 
tine . I am informing you of th~B fact because you were -positive 
this particular handstamp ~as not in use at this p9rio~. 

hen Senator Gwin handed this letter over to the carrier to 
deposit in the Nicaragua mail- bag, there was nothing on the face 
but the address . The carrier handstamped the "Via N1caraSU!" . 
This was not done at the office of the Nicaragua SteamshIp Company 
or on board the particular ship which carried the letter . The date 
of the letter establishes what particular ship carried this letter 
from S. F. to San Juan. 

Because the letter as a "Free" lett(;r , no postage '['as de­
marrled by the Uicaragua Steamship Co. On arrlvs.l in l~ew York, the 
New York Post Office handstamped the letter "Free" and "1:1" .York 
Steamship" , and it was forwarded to Congressman Denver at lashington. 
Denver wrote across the right end, "Wm. ' . Gwinu • See traCing 
for co~parison of Denver ' s handwriting and that of Gwin. 

This is all very simple , and proves conclusively that 
author1ties who are not always conversant vith all essential 
facts , should not jump to conclusions , and that items are 
fraudulent , when in fact they are perfectly genuine . 

In this connection I especially refer to the four Gibbons 
covers which were sent you by f,.r . Voorhees last summer and hich 
you have pronounced as fraudulent in every way. I wish to inform 
you that since you returned these four covers I have had them in 
my possession for a thorough examination ana regardless of what 
conclusions ere reached by your r. Heinrich or yourself , these 
covers re absolutely ~enuine , with the s01e excoption that on 
one cover a IO¢ 1855 s amp was substituted, (very crudely) and 
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on the other a pair of 3¢ 1851 was added. This is the cover with 
the N. Y. Bar post ark. 

The cover with the pair of 3¢ 1851 cancellad "steamship" 
and nVia Nicaragua - Ahead of the Mails" * is perfectly genuine in 
every respect. This pair of stamps - as not subst1tuted but as the 
pair originally used on tl"..is cover. You stated the "Via I Ii hand­
stamp is in a dull black, whereas this is not the case , but it is ~ 
struck In a fattea greenish blue . I am not expressing 1hat is my 
personal opinion, but I am prepared to prov . these statements and 
more substantially than your Mr. Heinrich. 

The cover \"lith the l O¢ 1855, 'H01SY Carrier, box t ype" 
and rlSan Francisco 5 Apr" is absolutely genuine , and if' you knew 
as much about these "Via Hie ragua" markings as you pretend to know, 
you ould never have doubted this cover, because this 1tem shows 
on its face many points to prove how rerfectlI good it re lly Is . 
Ho 'aver one ho is not informed, 1s 0 course unable to re a the 
very points Which prove genuineness . I will demonstrate a fa of 
the"'e pOints . You stated you. had never scen this "Noisy" handstamp 
in black, therefore you assumed it was a rake . The fact Is , this 

stamp in black Is very rare , and the reason is because it as ' 
applied 1n black Tor only a very short time before Its use as dls­
continued. You stated you had never seen this hand~tamp without the 
"77" , that all genuine xamples had "77 Long harf" . You were not 
8:\7 re that when K1 ba.ll movod rrom 77 Long fuarf' , he cut oft the 
"77" on this handstamp. If you ill refer to the S. F . Dlrectory 
or-!856 ou will find Klmball moved from "77" to ,"64 - 65 Long 
Whar.f" . This letter bears a postmark of "5 Apr tl and the year of use 
as~. This letter left S. F . on the p •• S. S. "Golden A~G" . 

At the tim this handstamp was applied, it as badly worn, 
and was soon after discarded. This accmL~ts for its ~arity in 
(1) orn condit1on, (2) in black (3) nd without the "77" . It is 
perfectry silly to assume that any faker would have all of these 
three facts , and manufactur a bandstamp to conform to all of these 
facts. Tile "5 Apr" proves "1856" , because prior to 1856 , the p. ~. 
ail Ships did not saIl from s . f. in any Apr!l on tbe 5th and 20th 

days of the month. Further the year could not have been 1857, 
because in that yea.r the 5th of Apr!l fell on Sundaz, therefor the 
sailing as April 6th in 1857. 

No suppose for ex ple that this cover orlginally had 
only the address , the lO¢ stamp, and the S. F. postmark of 
"5 Apr" . This according to your opinion. ill you please tell me 
how the faker kne that he had to have a "Noisy" handstamp to fit 
all the f cts of pril 5 1856? Ho could he have known the hand­
stamp h d to be ppl1ed in a gray black ink? H01 could he have 
knoln the handstamp had to show a badly worn condition? How did 
he kno that "7'7/1 had to be cut off? Ho could he have knOYJIl all 
these three very essent1al facts hen apparently I alone am the 
only party ho kno s anythlng about all three and I am quite sure 
I did not rake thi cover. 

It is quite evid nt that you did not know that , in the 
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covers 

r . Jessup b s a Gibbons cove hich is a twin to the 
one you pronounc d a fake , but it is minus the lO¢ stamp. It 
shows the It orn" condition of the handstamp and it is ithout the -" 
"77" . 

And for your in ormation I am pleased to give you some 
further acts . I de a trip down East week before 1 st a d had 

long t lk with ~he man from hom Hardy purcha~ d th se co~er~ . 
11 told me all about them. end the source from Which he obt ined 
them. th latter being a d scendant of Robecca Gibbons . He con­
firmed my conclus ons pr viously do 1n examining the covers , b­
oolutely, by informing me th t t 0 of th covers had the oriWinal 
s am s v hen he sold the fout. to ard - ( '111 1/ teamship pair and 
·~ho • • pr t t e 0 t 0 had no ~tamps . He 
fur~her informed e h pros nted tne pair of ~¢ 1851. lith N.Y. 
bar postmark to Hardy. so there remains no doubt that Hardy as 
the one • 0 add d stamps to tho t 0 covers . -

In last 1 t or I a d hat for one ho ua eeognized 
as an authority to pronounce genu_n items as fraudulent . as just 

to ph11atel s the distrust created b the faker who 
n actur 0 faye covers . I d1d not m n that the recognized 

authority a a guIlt of a cri e as a faker . 

You have condemn d the Exp rt Committ e of the . p . S . f or 
pronounc g the e G1bbons Covers s genuin , and in do! so I 
t nk you h ve done them great inJustice. 

Hardy 1 a mb roth • P. • and I c rtain1y think his 
action in the matter of thes covers should be brought to the at­
tention of th of icers of th SOCiety. 

Tbe party from hom Hardy acquired th se four covers will 
b glad t o testify to the facts which are s folIo s: 

1 t . Fro bom he acquired the e rour covers 
there fro th G1bbo cor spondence . 

11 as 
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2nd, That he sold t 10 of tbese four covers to Hardy, 
one Viith pa·r of 3¢ 1851 "stoamship" and the other , the "Noisy 
Carrier f .ith 10¢' Impart. 

3r.d, That he pre ented ratia the other two covers to 
Hardy. One of these , the nSle~ra evada" , the other II V1a 
:NicaraguQ - In Advance of the -ails fI • 

4th - That he also presented a pair or"3¢ 1851 out of 
his collaction to Hardy. This is the pair with the N. Y. bar 
postmark hlch was on tbe cover when it was sent to you by Hardy. 

5th - Other interesting facts bicn he is prepared t o 
prove . 

6th - That all the markings ~ re on thea covers h n he 
acquired them direct from the descendant of Rebecca Gibbons • 

... _ ..... ---------
I might add that t s party is a reput ble person and • 

enjoys a fine reputation 1n his city. 

On tvo of these covers Hardy placed stamp~ and atta pted 
to sell them at prices in l ine ith ge uine ite • I thi nk he 
should be expelled from the Soc1ety and his expulsion publ c ized 
so h w11l not be able to prey on unsuspecting collectors in ~be 
futur . Further , if t e Board of the • P. S. expels him, I think 
the matter should be called to the attention of Federnl authorities 
because this was clearly a case of using the ~ lIs t o defraud. 

Undoubtedly this matte~ 111 be called to the ttention of 
the A. P. S. Bo rd, hence the purpose of this lett r is to inform 
you of the true status of these cov rs . I think it would prove 
rather embarra sing to you, if you " r called upon to prove yo~~ 
opin1ons that the markings ere fraudulent . 

Further referring to the "Noisy CarrierO Gibbons cover . 
I call your at ention to item #16 illustrated in your book. This 
handstam reads , "Noisy Carriers Publ'ishing Ha.ll ; Lon :harf" . 
There is no #77, and it is in b3.ack and the date 01' tne paper is 
Dec. 20 , 1856 . 

Further referring to the -Gibbons co or \1ith the "Via 
iear guo. - In dvanee of' th atlsn , (photo enclosed) . You 

stated, 'No other eo er Ith this handst p 1s mo n .ith n 10¢ 
i perf. tr'hey all bear a pair of 3 cent 185 t s . n On this point 
you are mi nfo ed because covers re kno'i'O ' i th a l O¢, 1855 im­
perforate and this 8 e hands tamp in black. The Denver cover, 
above ent1oned, is use in l856 ~ ana proves this handstamp as 
used as lat as 1856. mere you have been consl stent1y onv ' 

as your assumption that al l these handsta ps jere appl ied b7 ae 
l~lcaro.gua. Steamship Company or by the various ships of this 
Co,pany, for propaganda. purpose . The fact is they ere appli ed 
by independent carrier~ ho collocted mail and d positea such 
collected mail in the I - bags on board the licaragua Ste "hips . 
I is a atter of r cord that such collectors of mail received a 
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fee for such ~ervice , generally 12t¢ per letter , in addition 
to the regular U. • posta.ge . The iI- bags on he 11c 'l.:'ag\1 
Steamsr~p3 were er Iy a tter of accommodatIon and it is a 
matter of record the Company "10. not e y charge for trans­
port1ng this mail. The fact is , if they bad charged for the 
service , they ou1d liave been violating the U. S. Postal la s . 
They did nnlet that the mail they carried be prepa1d at the 
regular r te of pos' g , and it a up to those .bo collected 
m 11 and deposIted such ail 1n the mail- bags of the licaragua 
shipe to see that such letters .ere repaid, otherwise the 
officials on board the ships , n dlrec~ charge of the mail- bags , 
would ba e refused such letters , because a practice of c rryl. .. g 
un Id letters from a.n Fr ncisco to :1 e York would have brought 

he 8taa hip Camp ny into direct conflict Ith the Post OffIce 
officials. I 111 explain h . Prior to prl1 1st , 855 , be 
prepaid rate as B¢, unpaid lO¢ · • 

I co~ered this subject rather fully in Volume 2 of y 
recent On Cent book. I call your attention to s1 lar cover , 
page 267 - Figure 51 P in book. 

.~ 

rter Ap~11 1st, 1855 , tho rate , S . F. to the East as 10¢ 
and ail had bo be prep i. But suppose the 1 icaragua Co pany had 
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ignored this law ( hlch they dId not) and after AprIl 1st 1855, 
had accepted letters unpaid. Deposited in tew York and forwarded 
elsewhere the Ship rat would have been only 5¢. Regular postage of 
3¢ plus 2¢ ship. 4£here was no rate for unpaid letters . As an 
example of such a ship rate, I call your attention to the cover I ' 
illustrated on page 262 - figure 51 J , of my book, liNe Yok~ -
Ship - 5 cts". ThuG had the Nicaragua Company carried ma 1 unpai d 
after April 1st , 1855, the rate would have been 5cts instead of the 
regular rate via P ama, of 10cts. - .~ 

This explains the reason as stated ~o e that the Company 
demanded that mail they car ried in their accommodation ail- gags be 
jretaid, so that the Company would not come into conflict with the 

os Q1 La s or the Post Office Depa~tmont • 

. gain I refer to the Gibbons cover 1IVla Nicaragua - In 
Advance of the Mails". You statedthat this slogan rr as first in­
vented by the act1 va minded operators of the Line on the Wes t Coast . 
It was advertised in the neuspapers, as all these slogans and letter ­
bags ere , only in December 1852. In January 1853, according ~o 
the advertisements , the slogan of thin Line of stea ers as changed 
to "Via Nicaragua Ahead of the ails" and maintained by it ithout 
change until the advertisement of all slogans ceased in --------
1856. The riter places the use In December 1852 and early in 1853. 
Under these circumsta es it is obvious that the cover bearing this 
handstamp could not car a 10 imperf which c uld not arriv on the 
Const before JlL~e 

While the Co pany did abandon the slogan ftV1a Nicaragua -
In Advance of the J~ails" as you stated, the independent collectors 
of mail used any slfifan the: sa fit . Hence the collector, or 
carrier, who used t s part~cular Eindstamp, sL~ply employed it, to 
deSignate that the addressor of the letter ished it to be forwarded 
by way of a "Nicaragu Ship". 

Inasmuch as the Nicaragua Company had nothing to do with 
these hands tamps , it is perfect ly obvious that If the Company . 
aoandoned thIs slogan in 1852 that the use of the slogan inde­
pendently by a carrier in 1856 certainly does not indicate that the 
marking cannot genuinely exist on a cover with a lOt imperforate 
in 1855 or 1856 • 

. Your whole opinion on this cover was totally wrong as was 
your opinion on the Denver cover. In every particular you mis­
read the story the Denver cover so plainly tells on its face to 
one familiar w1th the postal laws and markings of that wertod. 
Again I quote from your comment on the GIbbons cover - Via 
Nicaragua - In Advance of the ails" . 

"nlY" as the stamp removed? SiI!1ple enough. The whole 
cover as faked when the "Via Nicaragua - In advance of the aIls" 
was faked on. The cover had to have a Callf"ornia rate. This 
could only be either a pair of 3 cents in the earlier years , or a 
ten- cent in 1855. This covor had . a 3 cent stamp on orig1nally 
and could not be manufactured into a California cover unless the 
California rate 7 s substituted. " 
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Now [r . altsee~ 1 can obtain an affidavit from the 
original owner of these Gibbons covers , a descendant of Rebecca 
Gibbons. He 1s not a fly- by- night but h1ghly resp cted 
citizen of ilmington~ Delaware~ and it would be absolutely 
absurd to charge him with making or applying fake hands tru:lpS to 
any of the covers he 100 rlted. The fact 1s and he w1ll be glad 
to verify the statement , that 'e himself removed the orIginal 
stamps from these "Via Nicaraguan covers. because he did not 
collect covers , but stamps ~ and furthe~ he had no idea that the 
covers with the stamps were much more valuable than the ere 
st ps themselves . 

He will verIfy the statement that these markings are 
perfectly genuine and that this particular envelope Ith the 
"NOIsy" p.andstamp did not contain a :5¢ 1851, but that it ~ 
originally have a lOt 1855. I quote further from your oplhlon: 

"Not being able to put on a pair of :5 cent which would 
cover the postmark, but which 1s wbat it should have borne, they 
clumsily affixed a 10 cent Impert, hlch does lnt fit e This 1ed~ 
them into the error of a 10 cent rate on a hands tamp that should 
have borne only 6 cents , and ruined the cover from every point of 
view. Thi s only proves that the Rebecca Gibbons correspondence 
was used to build up fakod covers. The concocter di d not know 
that a 10 cent rate as 1m oss1ble with the early handstamp "Via 
. caragua - n a vance 01' e mal. sfT . The entire cover in & 
o inion is a clums fake both as to starn and cancellation and 
as to he V a Nicaragua In advance of the ails . 

s mentioned above , the part remaining on the cover of the 
Oritinal New York postmark~ is perfectly genuine . (see photo 
enc osea) . and further , I can prove conclusively~ beyond any 
question of a doubt . he exact type or postmark which was used t o 
tie a lOt 1855 imperf to this cover. It was a typo used on mail 
brought l.nde~endently to New York, hence proves this letter came 
:t'rom CAlIfornIa and f'urther that it did not come 1n the regular 
mail via Panama.. 

In the ll.ght of' the 'lnd1sputable f'acts we have on this 
particular 1teml (as ell as the other three) . you must realize 
how utterly wrong your deductl.ons ere . It was f or this reason 
that I ent10ned in my last letter that I considered irresponsIble 
opin ons expressed by one , who is recognized as an authority. s 
equally harmful to philately as the fraudulent items manufactur$d 
by the French fakers . Of course the motive of the former is onest~ 
and the motive of the latter is thoroughly dishonest ~ nevertheless 
the effect on the innocent collector is equ~lly as harmful . 

I am quite sure you are intensely interested in protecting 
to the limit the genu1ne and interesting cov rs of' the California 
period of the Fifties. I am positive you sincerely des1re to up­
hold all genuine items and I am also positive you desire to brand 
all spur10us 1 tems as fraudulent . And l'urther I am equally con­
v1nced that you have no desire to brand as false~ items that are 
perfectly genu1ne . It 1s for this reason that I have continued 
t~s correspondence 1n the most friendly of spir1t. because I have 
realized fully the errors y ou have made and 1f I can share with 
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you the results of some of my research work I honestly believe 
I am rendering a service to philately as a whole. 

In the past I have attempted to give you all the co­
operation at my disposal , but strange to relat~ you have not 
ev1denced the same sp1rit. I requested you: last summer to send 
me the four gibbons covers so that I could examine them. You 
ignored my request, and saw fit to submit them t o Heinrich, ho 
I understand charged you a substantial sum for an opinion. Th1~ 
was monel wasted, bhrown to the winds , because if Heinrich informed 
you the Via icaraguan markings ere fraudulent, he [as expressing 
an opinion regarding matters he knOllS nothing. You should de-
mand the return of your money because it !as obtained under false 
pretenses. 

I could have given you all the facts regarding these 
Gibbons covers and would not ~~ve charged you a cent . 

One more point regarding the slogan, "Via 
j dvance of the a1Is". You expressed the opinion 
been d.iscarded in 1852, hence its use on a cover 
In 1855 as i possible. 

Nlcagagua - In 
tIlls slogan pad 
ith a lO¢ perf 

I call your a.ttention to the handstamp, "Stmr Sierra 
Nevada - Via. 11caragua. - Advance of the Mails". Here we have 
IIAdvance of the ails", yet t his handstamp is known on covers used 
late 1n 1855 and 1856. In fact there •. ere several 1n tbe Denver 
correspondence. ~ould you consider these covers fraudulent because 
they contain a slogan which was discarded by the Company in 1852 1 

I totally disagree with the opinion these various handstamps 
had any connection ith the lcaragua Steamship Company, that they 
were used by this Company, or by the officers of this Company on 
Board the1r ships. 

To me it is absurd to adopt as a fact such an unsound 
theory, but on the cohtrary plenty of sound evidence to discredit 
such a theory • 

Fo~ example, if these hundstamps were used by the Company 
on all the mail carried in their mail- bags why are such hands tamped 
covers so rare? Surely the Nicaragua ships carried a vast amount 
of mail 1n their mail- bags. and it is perfectly evident that only 
a very small percentage of all the mail so carried was handst~ped 
"Via lcaragua". r ave seen numerous covers that I am positive 
traveled East by the icar~gua Route which were not hands tamped 
"Via icaragua". The answer is certainly very obvious, .these 
handstamps ere appl~ed by certalr collectors of mail who Charged 
a fee to gather up the letters , take them to the ships, and de­
posit them in the mail- bags. Business concerns sent large batches 
ot letters by their clerks to the steamers for deposit 1n their 
mall-bags and none of t~~se sent in this manner , were handstamped 
"Via Nicaragua". I have positive evidence to this effect. 

And further - lliy do we see practically all of these hand­
tamps on letters going from est to East? Seldom do e see a 
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h~~dstamp on a cover going East to lest , and when we do we have 
no evidence whatsoever that the handstamp was applied in the 
East. 

. If the icaragua Steamship Company employed these hand-
stamps on the mail they carried in· their mail- bags in order to 
advertise the fact they could transport passengers to and from 
California in less time than that required by the regular u . S . '" 
Mail Steamsb1ps via Panama, then why, may I ask, did they use this 
advertising on 11 they carried only on their trips from West to 
East and never on the mail they carr1ed from East to West? 

I th1nk the anS1er 1s quite plain. In San FranCisco, 
carr1ers or collectors made a business of forwarding such mail . and 
they had their own bandstamps to indicate hot the writer shed 
his letters fo arded. 

In New York there were no such collectors or carriers who 
used handstamps in the same manner as those in S~~ Francisco. 

Take for example the cover you illustrate as #3 in your 
book. Here is an East to est item. In your descr1ption of this 
cover on page 326 you stated: 

"no 3 
the East , dId 
their mail~.--~I~·-m-u-s~t~c~o~n~e~s~s~I~¥-ra~s~r-a~"~h~e~r'-a-s~o-n~1~s~e~~a~~t~rs~state-
ment of yours , because this letter was most certainly carried 
entirely out of the mail by the Ada!l1S Express messenger in his 
own personal mail- bag, and was delivered by ·the Adams Company direct 
to its destination in stockton. The Vanderbilt Line did not hand­
staop this letter because they had nothing whatsoever to do with 
it~ and further , this particular "Via Nlcaraguarf handstamp was the 
property of the Adams Express Co . and was used solel~ and exclusively 
by them. Had you been in possession of these facts ,~ am qu~te~ure 
you ~oUld not have mis - described this cover on page 326 of your 
book • 

I th1r~ "e should investigate Inflormation obtained from 
oth rs in an e~fort to learn if such infor ation is authentic. ~e 
should at loast g1ve credit to tho source if e find such informa­
tion 1s correct . In the opinion you rendered on the Gibbons 
Sierra Nevada cover you failed to investigate certain informa-
tion which was incorrect and second you failed to credit the sour'ce 
of such incorrect information but gave 1t as solely as the l"esult 
of your personal research ork. 

I quote from your opinion on the Sierra Nevada GIbbons cover 
"3 - The most serious object1on hen concocted the author as not 
sufficiently acquainted w1th his dates to realize that this Ne 
York postmark was not used later than 1852". 

Here you refe~ to the New York postmark w1th the two bars . 
The fact is I entioned in my One Cent book the latest uses known 
of this marking as in 1853. To be exact the latest use now lmown 
to e is ay 13, 185:3. I continue your opinion. 
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"See Dr . Chase ' s book, pa~e 204. The Steamer Sierra 
Nevada did not arrive on the Pacific Coast until ay 1853. The 
Ne York two bar postmark was, a sub- station in New York City, 
~le t he letters brought East were delivered to the main Post 
Office . 11 

This is rather amusing, as you state the two bar postmark 
was a sub- station in He York. If you 111 look up one of my 
fo er letters to you, cOPt. of hich 1s before me, you . 11 find 
I ade the statement that 'so e stucents held the opinion these 
bar postmarks . ere used at SUb- stations of th e York Post 
Office" . I did not state that s'ch as the case . In fact , you 
evidently assumed the students I mentioned ere correct, and then 
you proceeded to state this ass~~ption as a positive fact . The 
truth is that th~re were no SUb- stations of the Ne York Post 
Office in 1851 and 1852, or the early months of 1853 when the bar 
handstamps were used. I quote further from your opinion: 

"in the hundreds of genuine i te mailed in the New York 
office that the writer has seen of all these various handstamps , 
none were ever aa1led in the sub- "tat1ons hich bore one , t-o, 
or three bars" . 

iow my dear Mr . '1ltsee, I have made some study of the 
postal ~arkl~~s of ew York City a d I have be~n in close touch 
for some years with the most competent students of this subject but 
I do not kno of a angle one who can identify any covers ~hlch 
ere mail d in lfsub- statJ.ons n • I am quite sure can ot. I 

suggest you read very carefully ~ . Perry ' s flne chapter in Volume 
Two o£ my book. It is Chapter 46 . I kno of no stud nt who bas 
definitoly established the reason of these bar postmarks or why 
they lere used. It is barely possible they e -e used by.certain 
clerks in certain departments to 1dcntl£y certain classes of i1 
tlf-ey cancelled. At this period in the EnglIsh post off'ices , each 
"stamper" had. his own individual handste.mp I"ith his initial in i t. 
Thus the officials !'tere able to identIfy :rhich 'Stamper" cancelled 
any mail that ~eeded identification for any special purpose . I t 
is bnrely possible this system was cop1ed to a small extent in 
the Ne.. York Post Office for a comparatively sbort pertod by the 
use o=: these nbar" hand~t amps . This 1s purely a theory and nothing 
else. Chase did not state these were sub- statlon arklngs, 
neither did I state they were , but you ~ot the idea from ~e, but 
failed to quote your source , and gave the impression that you had 
nado so e study of New York mlu"'kings and could identify mail de­
pOSited in c York sub- stations . 

I apologize for the le~th of this letter , but I have go~ 
t o the trouble of making it lengthy and explicit , solely in a 
spirit of co- operation and not really in a spirit of criticism of 
various s atements you have mad in error. 

I trust that you will receive it in that s e sense_ and I 
hope that a fuller understanding of these most interesting items 

i l l lead to a c l oser c o-operation. 

I still believe we are both seeking the truth, rather than 
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Mr . Ernest A. - iltsee - Fe};) . 6th, 1939. 

that either one of us are trying to establish as facts our 
own personal opinions . 

I am enclosing here ith a number of tracings taken 
from envelopes in the Denver correspondence . 

In lower r1ght you w4ll _otice the m. :. G in in 
General Denv r' s hand:vrt'lting on the "Via Hft cover above. In 
the right bottom corner 1s a genuine G in rrank taken from 
another cover in this correspo~dence . In this lot you will 
note letters from flHon . A. Felshff and Bela • Hughes as well af! 
other men of prominence. 

Cordially yours . 
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Cover bearing handstamp from 110isy Carrier ' s JAIL ~ong 
nmrf, S n Francisco, Cal. in frame lth indent d corners, ad­

dressed to Rebecca Gibbons , ilmington, Del. 

ITEd NO . 2 

Again have a letter addressed to Rebee Gibbons , 
t~llm1ngton, Del. There are nny objections to the fake band t p 
above . 

1 . Th color is bl ck hieh so f'ar 1s Unknown 1n thi 
type and bas n ver been seen except upon letter coming fron this 
suspicious eorr spondene . It is hardly poss1bl that true 
items of a fal color could exist 1n onl this on corr spond nee 
and not 1n th other I dely knoun ones collected throughout the 
land. 

Co ent by Ashbrook 

Black color of handsta p - This prov s rothing except that 
B. A. l . a . t h ha n ver s en thi handstamp 1n black • c pt on 
the G bbons covers . Perhaps h has never seen such lat us s of 
this ha.nd t , bocause the u e is undoubt dly 1856 (~ rliest known 
use of th lO~ sta.p s ay 1855, this cover 1s S. F . Apr . 5. The 
earliest kno use of lO~ ~perf from S. F. 1 ep. 1 , l8b5. ) 
There is little qu st10n this cov r is genuine ~~d at the time it 
uns handst ped, ~b 11 as usir~ black i • 

Further proof of n use in 1856 . So far n I kno , no covers 
ho i g this handst pare kh as lat s April 1857, bene the 

us must h~ been 1856 or 1857. In 1856, Apr . 5 fell on Saturd y . 
In 1857, Apr . 5 fell on Sund~y. Hane this u is not 1857, b cause 
hen the 5th or 20th fell on Sund th mail st hip did not sail 

until ond y . r 11 going by such d In ed s iling w ra nv riably 
post ~ ed i th th d te of' the d p rtur of th 1 steamshi • 

2. Tho shape of the f - 1s wrong. Car ful compari..)on 
sho B that the fr 11ne does not "bo f properly above · ... he ord 
"Fromll . Also the botto. ll.ne does not '13 \711 up sufficientl • 

Comment by Ashbrook 

Considering the very lato us s t p (Apr. 5 , 1856) 
it 1s possibl its orn co di i n chang s fr 
ex pIes ex . ined by'. A. -I . " e ll.l ell 0 ) earl! r than 
this use/ be noticeabl in the impr ssion on this particular cover . 

s comment on this point is of llttl eight • 

3 . The corner indentatl.ons are th ost cert n identifi­
cations of' this fak . In the very;m genuin items knmm, the 
corner ndentations ar ietin t , clear d deep, ~h11e in this 
fake l.tem the corn r indentations are blurr d. dull and not 
clear. This difference l.S most not b • 

Comment by hbroo 

Again the late use indicates a uorn handstamp_ and 1s 
better evid nee of genuiness than other is . A f k r probably 
would not have t hought to apply a om cond'tion of a handstrump 
to a cover sho ng a 1 te use . ----
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4. 0 e re son th ere tor of this _to o~tted th 
n bar 77 in i'ront of "Long rbar n . Thi xlot in all g nu1ne 
items . 

Co ent by Ashbrook 

"sn 
ito 

5 . The comma 
1s or.rl.tt d . Tho 
• 

Co nt b h roo 

r 1s very s 

• call d he 

Co ant by ""hbrook 

it s 

1.11 enuin 
lett 1" 

Co ent by n roo 

after lIenr er' and be 1"e the 
ay occurs in 11 genuin 

orn p . 

oen this hand t p~ COrJ.;.:lO Y 
cover th a ten c nt tee 

nov e c rt in nul 
t t they do not xis. 

t 
851, 

ars 1st on 

The G¢ t fr S • .t' . b c ob 010 on pIll 1st. 10-5. 

or th nve1ope. In oth r C ri r d 
not use the p riod 0 tho 

Co ent y hbrook 

S II atter 
Ag £ prop 

busl.nes 
acted as 

Co 

question bu hat th ndst p n this cover 
that Kimb ~1 dld u t s y~ng as 

tn- cent rate as in 1855, h old n 

III ;111 the items the :v7rl. ter has scen 7i th a ten- cent stamp bore 
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a very large oval hands tamp, l.n black, flNoisy Carrier Un1l 
San Francisco" . (See Gol Rush Steamers , Photostat No . 14, 
fo 10 "ling page 330. ) 

Co ent by Ashbrook 

E. A. • d.irects uttention to his book "Gold Rush steamers" -
illustration #14. He failed to ention Kimball used several 
110lay C rr1er" handst ps of dlffel'ent typ s . BloB illustrft ion 
If~5 - (Kn pp colI ct1on) . show a lO¢ ra.te (3 X S¢ plus 1st') from 
S . F . on Dec. 5th. This U 0 1 e1th r 1855 - 1856 or 1857. Y .~ 
gue s 18 1855. This readE . f Jail ste or - _ 0 tolay Carriel~ tB tI . 
Po ad.dress. is giv n and the chance nre that "imball 'InS not located 

t n#77" t th time this lett I' a c.n1led. 

Again ref rring to tho 11tsee illustration Ifl..4. He states 
all the cove s he ha e n lth lO¢' 1855 tamp had t s ff"'llery large 
oval ha.ndstamp . The date of this cover is fIS . F . 20 ee' . and the 
y ar 1s probably 1856. It i pos ibie this han t p as first 
adopted t a period su soqu nt to tho tim h n th box typ (~77 
nhart) as disc rde . It h s no address , bu •• stnt s it 
as applied in black prov1n,) Kl ball did use a blr ck ink at tme 
hen th ot lSUD p rf· rat s in use . 

Attention is called 0 th illustrI'.tion l{l6 "in the 'iltsee 
boo . Here s U 01s Carr erst! handsnru:Ip on a ne spo.per bearing 
do. te of' lID c . 20 1856 . It reads., n 1 oisy Co. :riers Publishing 
Hall , Long harf and as pplled in bi ck. It 111 be not d the 

ddress at this time, Dec . 20, 1856, as ~~ong !harf" , not #77 
Long Wharf . 

Again letter ddressed to R bacca Gibbons , \ilmington • 
D 1 . .ow York Post Office cane 11 tion in black. hanust p in dark 
st ely blue. 

o. 3 

prop gan 1 " cn-

Co ent by A hbrook 

Here E. a ery positive state Lent , thought 
thore is AO proo~ t oe e that he is correct . He st teo hnt 
he b lieves to b fact, \her a it has nevor 0 nElroved that 
this Serra Ne ad handst p as applied on bo I'd t s stencnbip. 
Fact are one thing, t thoorie aro an entirel dlfferent PI' -
position. PI' eding on the tory this handstamp as appl1 d on 
b d this ste ::;,ship i f coUl' e n tural to asswn thaI' . s but 
one handst nnd in all robab lity bu on irik. Ho ever ith no 
proof that this as nctu lly her th hands tamp 7 appl_ed, ~e 

h consider the possibility th t there ere possibl several or 
oro of tb hand t 11 f tIl s gener 1 type but ith 

c rta1n diff rent characteristic . It is po ibl th se spec1 
st ship handst ps (?) 1 re suppli d: to arrie s the .. icaragua 
Steamship Company. for the purpose of especi lly handstamping ail 
to be £oru d d by this ship. I have noted certain mino differ-
ences be n so e 1ctters of one h dst .p and the sa 0 letters of 

other. In such cases the covers I xamined .r fro batches of 
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of carr spondence that had n vel' ceon n d lor t s hands hence 
tmr iT s no po slb111ty of f n.ud. I have n1 rgad photo"raphs 
at d traclnrr s of these 1 te and i.n the big enlarg ments the minor 
differences are quite pronounced. 

only ste er 0 far kno' of the 
to put her o· nmrra in her propaganda. 

'1 s 

Co ent by shbrook 

Thi i true a it 1~ ntlrely po sible tlat thi arking 
pplied on bo I'd this ship by the purs r or ~hoov l' as n 

.~ 

charg 
there 

11 , but if this las the ese, hon it 0 Id ppe I' 
ro least thre of these "Sierra I.evad If hands. m t~~ 

The ar objection to this fak • 

that th OV 1 re not tho e 1 . 
sha.pe . The 
The fnke is 

Usquntt I and fuller to ard the ends . 
nrd th ends . 

Co ent by Ashbrool: 

It 1s opin on this markil'lb i el!U no in every l~esp ct 
and the differ en e oted he- by E. A. 0 not exist . 

2 . Tb col r (not of course shoun by the phot stat) is 
entirel Trong . In the f e t 1s a d r c to ly blu • al.'llost 
gr enlah. In the , S nuine items it 18 1 ys a palo but bright 
blu • 

Co nt by hbroox: 

In I 
i is e 

3 . !he 
':I s not surf"ci 

YOI' post 

Co nt by A hbrook 

ith this tnt nt. I think th 

Jhen c coete the uthor 
ith hi at s to r liz that t 
lat~r than 1852. 

atso v 1" of 110 York post rk 
the past that h had nevor p 1d 
Dtat s th lIf'aker" () not 

s 

dates to kn thi marking as not 
tt r iltsee did not kno tiis 

Se Dr. Oha 

-post a.r 
East or 

Comnen by hbroo 

c 11 d ~~ attont1on to th 

• 

also in1'or Q Wilts 0 that sa 0 stud nt held to the theory 
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thut the ~ .Y. "bar postmarks" ere markingSused at branch post 
office . I did not info . hto t s as an tabllshed fact but 
mOlel a theory nd fUrther that it las not theory of mine. I 
have no proof' t Gsa "bart! ostmal'ks \7e1'e u ed at branch post 
off cas or sub- stations . in fact there ~/ere no branches of the 
~ew York Post Off~ce in 1851, and there is little doubt they 

ere in us t the ma:'.n post office . In the ondon, • gland Post 
o1'f'ictJ , e eh II tamperll had his 0 handst p , ith l11s initial in it. 
It s barely pooslble these "bar' stmarks 1ere ind! idunl ones 
us d b c rtaln stamper at the I. Y. Post 01'1'1co. -.. 

In t e hundr ds of genuine ite s 1Lod in the ~e York office hat 
th urlter has Been of a1l those vnrlous nd t ps , none ·'01'0 ever 
. iled in th ub- stat1on hieh bore one, t 0 or three o?r • 

Co ent by i S brook 

• • 

'.1ay o~ telling tt. diXfe enco between 
• P. O. fro that d po Itod in branches , 
e some k r. o 1 dg on t 0 subject . 

• • ~he co cocter did falr~ good work oxeorzt in the shape 
. 1 tter 'e" ncar gua. his fake as the len almost round, 

h_la all the g nuine itOIllS, s is Omi a.bo e , he. -0 1s narJ. o·'/er in 
1dth. 

Co nt by As lbroo· 

It is my opinion the narki~~ is genuine . 

5. The genuine 1teus can b d1stingu shed r 0 tho false 
by t~e £ ct that tho serifs of tho botto lin f tho bnndst p 
al J.Ost tic inn 0 as to e 1: ly fo a cent nuous line. n the 
fake this frect lacking. 

Co nt by Ashbrook 

'It i.., 
quite po itive 

opinion ~h1a pint is not proved b cause I .fe 1 
h nar dng 1s e;enuin • 

becaus 
s~ dent 
on this 

Attention is c 11 d to th following conclusions by 11tsee, 
they really amazing h none conside·s they ._0 by a 
ho, in his 0 m til atl0 1, considers hi self an a.uthority 
ubj ct. 

Thoro ex1 ts no doubt Ih t evo 
on this co~er i 

In tho l.ltsoe booz: he illustr tOB (,"21) cover o.ddre sod 
to "Robecc Gibbons u ith a n 10rra 1 vada" handst P . This cover 

part of th N York postm rk but th at ps~n all prob bllity 
a pa1 of 3¢ 1851)- are. sain . Id ntly h n th rrGibbons lt 

cov rs ore d1sc~ r d , the t ~s on o'ver 1 or ore had beco 10 

'-co v t..:'RS 



IS 

(-
;r:. 

• 

#6 . 

separatod fr the cov r . Several such "Gibbon items 
(at ps missing) r in diff' rant collections tbruout th 
countr . i1tsee describ his Gibbons cover #21 in his book 
but he made no mention that he considered it a ~ak • 

Regarding his earliest records of usa of the S10rra Tavada . 
hand tamp. On po. 333 he stat d , If to d t s tho uthor has 
se n this h dstflllP on a full 1 tter dat d July 15, 1854. If On 
i ors ITiltsee had not soen an carlier us • 

.~ vel' een a use of th 1 a Yo ... k t bar' post 8.1"k 
pri1 of 1853, but it i barely pos Ible t i handst P 

_ _ .. d as lnt s Jan. 15, 1855. The shade of the 
pair of 3 85 definitely an 1852 color or printina~but a 1 te 1854 

of this color ito or i possible than n unusually late use of 
the . Y. bar typ of handstrunp. 

eeord six di feran covers thnt left . F . on 
on Dec . 9th, 18" . veral of t'h ""e are 

• Five of th e covors b 0.1' th Ie York 
(1855) . 

The next ai11ng of a 
This as the S . S. Cortes and 
p ",tl?l!'.rk d "1~ York" 'Ran l6'J 

• 
1 D e. 23 , 1854" . 

this sailing as 

this trip hieh is 

It does 0 m atl· nge tha if a pai~ of 3t 1851 s rdssing 
f 0 this over that 0 ... cone , ould by re ch epic" pair of 
3¢ 1851 to dd to th~s covor that ctually ad lIe YOl"l{ post rk 
contain1.ng all stablish d d to of depOsit in the 10 York Post 
Office of _ 1.1 c rried via the l'Iie o.gu.a Rout • 

6 . And to clean up. All the trips of the 
11 vada, are ~1011 knoun and on n trip r va 
'n rived in Ie Y:k 0 as to bodepou t d in he post office on 
Janu _ y 15th, in the thr e years th t she 1..., running" 1854, 1855 
and 1856. 

Co ont by Ashb ook 

th y :.rere handst 
th of'f' _c of t 

ibbons co b 
tra c1ed by thi 
of' 185 - 1855 

, c rried could h 
oof that t 

81 1'1'0. Us ad 
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and deposited 
and hich' 

lar mail this ship carri d to He York 
ked Jan. 15, 1855. 

7. Under the qu rt 1 p it ~s clearly hom thnt those 
stamps h v be n moved. 

Ihv 

, as 

bt3 be 

c ~ nt by hbroo~ 

B. Th period fter tl 11s' is too close to the lotteil f~S" . 

Co u. nt by shbroo ,.. 

• 

the p riod after tr ailsY 
I .rno beyond qu stion 

~'ho WTi t l' 1s of thf,) opinion. that this uas originally a 
large nv lope iled to k b COQ G1bbons from Te York at Q ub­
station, 

.~ 

Co ant by shbrook 

l1ed f OJ a 0 Yo~k - station" 1s p fectly rid culous . 

o 3·cent st ps (double rat) . It is 
nd no . iats only ao a face in o' d r to hot! that it :7as 

double- at ! e York letter. The fake 51 r a. .eva hand"'t p 
as t n affixed. ihile, of cOUlse, t s - 10n may b in-

correct, it s O~S to b th niy possible 

Til 
( ithout 
" aboard 
bout thi 

or1g! , C 
th . Y. p 
troubl 1 

sh ~ook 

e is pos tiv 
as apol.ed 
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Cover addressed to Rebb cee Gibbons \ 1ibmington~ Del . 
b 9l"J.n;) lO- cent 1t'lp rf . i th t N York . y 27 c cell t on in 
bi ck; al 0 "Vi Nicaragua I dvanc of' th } nil ' in 0 al. in 
black. Color 0 cover lls. r br mere • 

Co ant by shbrook 

Th only t ng 
of a t 1855 for one 

n~ /o/.J$ 

1 . 10 other cover 
lO- cent :. perf. They all b a" 

Co .ent b Ashbroo 

Thi st 
Ho 
I han t 

Thor is 
r let r in 1856. 
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dvert1u . ents, th slogan f this Lin or 
to "Vi.a lac r gua Aha oJ. tho ail tl and nt 

s changed 

o~~o until tb advertisement of nll SlOgrul 
by it thout 
in 
~---1856. 

Co:onent by Ashb ook 

00-"1.1 nt by shbroo" 

than 
1-- cover 
1nt 

con-

1852 and cc.rly in 1853. 
tlmt th cov bearing this 
r.f. ..Moh could not aI' i v 

Inns ch ns I c n prove t e typo of tl ork po tmark 
t t as originnlly on this cover, there r nins no qu st! n but 
hnt thero uas on thiu en~elope originally lO¢ 1855 . ~eref r the 

us could hardly hnv be n 1852 or l85S. urther "lits e don' t kn 
Then the firyt .. pply of. lO¢ lSh5 rte.:.p" rench d he Co ... nt. rely 

thore ~n J 0 1855. 

m. The quurtz lamp sho 0;, thnt the 'trunp or! inally on this 
cover Mo b on r ~ oved I thc.t tb present on do S l .. ot oecum,; the 
S~ posit on. 

Co 

ob iou"" . 
f rs in 

WI plumbers 

hbrook 

rtz 1 lP 

-L'Ir{A 

"lIh~,..I!'~..s I~ ~ 
coarse 
dl:f.fe . 

1th tee ine aro .8 t letter to b ''''{"' 
the • uine . The ink 1 ~ e .,til' ly ~~ 

J 
Co 

I ass 
p st ar!. on th. 
c.bout beca 
1 tt r 'rtl 

y Ashbroo 

5. C rtain critic va 
nuine but that the 1 - cant t p 

p !l"'t 01 
at kno'\, 
olut 1 
)::ork) • 

that the bove n- t p is 
dd d' teI'\7ard" • 
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Co ent Ashbrook 

cr1 ie 

Co nt by ... shoroo 

not 

r 

ould g t t ough the 
b artng p tag nd b 1ng cane lIed. 

d 10¢ 1 55 so th 1 
ffiee itho t post • 

.f added y r 
h d to haVi 
bore a p ir 

d~ pair of '7. - cent 1851 at '" 
d . but th 1 P th G this covo 

a foa" 

Ash roo: 

.ost of this 
on th pr ~ent stamp 
r- co ni~e tll~ ct. 
ger.u.in ,so . r do 
rafer ? 

y s he at p ~o lQV d: 

• 

T is on1y prov 
. as u ... ed to build u ;(' 

10- snt rate as ~ p 

.. 
Th 

roun the 
a po 1tlon 

vO 



>. 

Nicaragua In dvance of the ~ailsll . 

to st 
of the 

T lB ent re c ver 
p nd cancellation 

f:!.11s' • 

n ~y opir on 1s clunDY fru~a # 
... d as to the "Via 1l1caragua In 

oth 
dvance 

Co nt by hbI'ook 

\ 1 tsee alai s to be ~ E'.1.tt ~ority 0 Via 1.1c ragu I covors 
his c ~ent on this i~el in r a ly nnazing. 

Covor addrassa 
a s n p i1 of 3- co_t 

C rrl.CS a IIVio. Nl.Co. 
dU.l bla.ck. 

Co ant by ..,hbrook 

m 
<l cov r .oes ot 

rov it no~ genuine . 

cnui 0 , s t sh 
mt 

th t 

of 

ble. 

2 . 'lhe ec nd object! n is h t it co es f-'lo~ a corres ondone e 
in ch lany fake hav b en detected. 

3 . Th i.W: has been amined by . expe_ t d is entir l y 

Yfilf~ e Yfr.1/-C~ J 

._ ong' . Sue'l 
thi ks t' is 
hi ,elf th 

11 10 • 

eon ex .c.l y 
ant pure blru~. 

i bec u. c e uS 
l~S n th slot c -0 

1 0 t.rely 
e ... on iltsee 

ad to ·onvi e 
ca . 



~. 

MEKEEL~S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS 
Published Every Monday by the Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co. 

SUBSCBIPTIONS: u.s., Canada and lIIexico, 1 year, $1.00. Entered as second clllss matter June 25, 1917, at the post office 
at Portland, Maine, under the Act of March 3, 1879. !\ hl·oad. $1.50 Single C<>pies, 5c. 

VOL. LVI, No. 19 PORTLAND, ME., MONDAY, MAY 12, 1941 WHOLE No. 2627 

Mails from Honolulu 
To New York, 1851-1865 

The history of all progressive island 
dwellers is closely bound with, and 
markedly influenced by regular con­
tact with the people of some main­
land, during which an interchange of 
ideas occurs . This was true for the na­
tive Hawaiian after 1778. The largest 
share of his contact was with the 
nearest mainland, North America, par­
ticularly the Americans and English. 
Vancouver, British Columbia, and San 
Francisco were about the same dis­
tance away, altho there were few 
white settlers until 1830 or later. Curi­
ously enough, the particular group of 
people largely concerned were from 
the New England region, on the far 
side of a distant continent, reached 
only by months of travel around the 
Horn. England and New England were 
about equidistant for ships that round-

, ed the eastern portion of Brazil. There 
were Spanish-speal{ing people on the 
western parts of South and Central 
America, but commerce with them was 
p - actically non·existant. In 1800 a lit­
tle trad e existed between Hawaii and 
China, but this was handled by Ameri­
can and English shippers. After the 
arrival of the first missionaries in 
1820 a new problem arose, that of sup­
plying these people with merchandise 
and news from home. Others joined 
them in the fifteen or twenty years 
immediately following, so that the 
combined needs of the entire group, 
tho not very much, still resulted in a 
small but definite volume of trade. 
This was very small, tho, compared 
with the needs and wants for Ameri­
can goods that arose among the na­
tives after the teachers and preachers 
had lived and worked with them a few 
years. 

By 1850 there was still not very 
much to be brot from Hawaii to the 
United States. However, Hawaii was 
very important as a station for pro­
visioning the whaling ships, of all na­
tions, that hunted in the Alaskan 
waters. The tea trade with China 
grew considerably in volume, and Ha-

By CAPT. C. GILL, M. D. 

-----
...... -... -

Map showing the mail routes eXlst1l1g between Honolulu and New York from 
1850 to 186.3. The regular channel for mail was first of all San Francisco altho some 
letters were carried by ships that went direct to Panama. 

Honolulu - San Francisco, 
" H 

via Panama, regular route, 1850-65. 
via Nicaragua (out of the mail), 1851-55. 
via Tehuantepec - New Orleans, 1858-59. 
via Overland Mail, southern route, 1858-61. 

" " U northern route, 1861-69. 
via Pony Express, 1860-1861. 
via Transcontinental railroad, after 1869. 

waii was at the crossroads of the vast 
expanses of the Pacific, where ships 
and men could rest and reCuperate. To 
supply the local needs for all pur· 
poses, that is, the every day residents 
and the transient sailors, there arose 

a large commerce between the United 
States and Hawaii. 

The main travelled sea lane from 
Honolulu and Hilo was to San Fran­
cisco, with less travel to Seattle and 
still less direct to Panama. The voy-

BARGAINS IN EARLY COILS 
The recent purchase of some of the earli er coils in Mint condition enables us to offer 

~1~~df~~~O"'ing at Inrg-e discounts from the cat~~~~oprice4~~1~3~ minJc~t~:ition, a!:: jig;:.ee 

(Cat. $10.00) (Cat. $9.00) (Cat. $5.00) (Cat. $2.25) 
Grade A - Design clear all arouud ........... $3.50 $2.50 $1.95 $ .89 
Grade B - P erf. just touch desigu. . ...... 1.9.3 1.4 1.20 .58 
Grade C - Design cut in to ..... .. ... . ...... 1.20 .89 .75 

TWO HIGH FACE VALUE STAMPS 
The 10 lind 20 peso Philippines, #431 and ~432, are amongst the highest face value 

slamps normally used for postage. We offer really nice copies of these two for $2.75: very 
lightly cancelled, centering especially fine, we can supply the 10 peso for $2.50, and the 
20 peso for $1.75. We offer presentable copies for $1.00 the pllir. 

1939-40 PRESIDENTIAL SERIES USED 
Com[)lete set of 32 ('he to $5). Fine @ $1.4-5; Extra Fine @ $2.20. 
The three dollar values, Fine @ 89c; Extra Fine @ $1.19. 

WANTED TO BUY 
We are at the present time in the market to purchase medium and better grade 

NINETEENTH CENTURY U. S., also COLLECTIONS. 
A COpy of the Third 1941 Edltion of our U. S. 8< B. N. A. price list will be gladly sent 

STANLEYGiSBONS INC. 38 Park Row, New York, N. Y. A 
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Our 252nd Sale 
May 29th. A Fine Sale. SingJ.!! 

Stamps, Sets, and 100 Collections By 
Countries. Something for everyone. 
Write fo r free catalogue. 

MAX F . BIER CO. ,t ill,. 
P.O. Box 14 Sta.ten Island, N. Y. ~ 

MINT COLONIALS MINT 
Niger ) St. Helen"-I 79 . . .. 02 Aitutaki 
Coast 33. . . .18 I 80 .03 20 .07 

1 '" .30 3± ... .05 81 .06 22 .12 
3 '.. .55 35 . . . .15 82 .06 23 .20 
4 .20 36 . .. .15 83 .08 2! .15 
5 .55 37 ... .18 85 .15 28 .06 

37 .60 38 ... .18 95 .20 29 .07 
38 .85 39 ... .50 101 .07 I 30 .10 
40 .35 50 .. . . 071102 .... 10 I 34 .... 05 
43 .10 51 .... 12) 103 .... 151 Niue 

45 .30 61 . . . .05 105 ... .35 I 5 .12 
44 .20 158 ... .18 104 .. , .25 I 3 .10 

47 .35 62 . . . . 07 111 . . .. 08114 .08 
55 .07 63 .. . .10 1115 ... .03 21 .05 
56 .10 64 . .. .10 116 . .. .05122 .10 
57 .20165 .... 20 1117 .... 07 23 ... . 20 
58 '., .Ii) 66 . ... 20 i\lRl ... 07 i2! .. , .10 
61 '" .60 68 . .. .'10 I MR2. .OJ 26 . .. .15 
Postage extra und er ~1 . 00. 32-pag<c list free. 
V H HASSELBAUM 316 Flatbllsh Ave., 

• • BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Auction Buyers! 
Ask for free ca.tal og of our comlng 

MAIL SALE-··MAY 26 
1200 ,Iesi"able lots of U. S. A. (Trans­
J\liss iss i l>pi b locl,s, etc.), Europe, Brit ., 
) ;' 1'en('h. Dutch Colonial s, Central and 
South Alnerica, etc. Des iR'ab le lnatedaJ . 

America's Largest Catal~g 
of scts (104 pages illustrate d) offering 
OY(,!" B500 se ts. FREE against 
10c (to coyer forwarding charges) . 

WANT LISTS 
Our enormous stock of single stamps 
(O\"l>r 60.000 yar. alway s o n h an d) en­
able us to take proper care of your 
wants . Try us. Commercial refer ences 
neCeRsnry. [28 

, 
~~~f;'lO!,~, S~!~;';.~:~~:£ 

CANADA- 1926 OVERPRINTS 
T h e set of 2 11Duse,l ouly ............. $l.oo 

'Vbat else do you need? 
Prices in U. S. dollars. Lists free. 

VICTORIA STA1lIP CO., London,7,Ont.,CaJl. 

Collect USed Blocks 
Cente .. ed - Nea.t - Truly Superb! 

2c Pulasi or Red Cross ............ .10 
:{r ' t'Il .. "e Dwarfs. ;>837 .... . .......• .16 
2(" Harding perf. 10 .. ..... 1.95 

30e TrunR-AtJantic .. . ............... .80 
l -:;c Army and Kavy (10) ....... . ... . .89 

1-lOc Parks perf. (10) . . . . .. ..... . . .... 1.75 
~. 1-10e Parks imperf. (10) ............ . . 3.10 

Please add 3e under $1. What else? 

WILLIAM T. ADAMS 
Box ] 104 SAN JOSE, CALIF. 

KNOW YOU R S TAM PS 
- BOUND VOLUME -
• Available abo u t Ap r il l Oth 
• LIsting Co u nterfeits A-Z 
• Listing Va rieties A -Z 
• B eau tifull y bound In cloth, 

wit h gold leaf lettering-. 
Postpaid $3.00 

BOOKLE TS 
PAR T I -Coun ter fei ts, A-G .35 
P A R1' II - Co u nterfeits , G-l\f .35 
P ART I II-Co un ter feits, M-Z .35 
P ART TV - Llstinl!" Va ri eties .86 

Suppl emental lnfo.nnatlon 
Add ltfonn l Informa t ion on Counter1'elts 

a n d Va r ieti es lire li s tcd ever y m onth In our 
E MCO MONT H L Y JOURN AL . 

12 Isooes 200 - 00 b80"" 51.00 

MARKS STAMP CO., LIMITED 
5MB Collelre St.. TORONTO, ONT. 

Something Rare and Unusual For Philippine Collectors 
Marianas Islands . first issue on covers 

2c and 3c, Nos. 1 and 2, on one cover, military station postmark ................. .. . $30.00 
2c and Bc, Nos. 1 and 5, on one cover, military station postmark ................... . 35.00 
5c, No.3, centered left, small, neat cover, a rare value .......... ... . . .. . ........ . .. . 15.00 

~Iy Next Auction contains a fine lot of U. S. 
POSTAGE, DEPARTMENTS. REVENUES, MATCH & MEDICINE, CA..o.~AL ZONE. 

GUAM, HAWAn, PHILIPPINES, and a few FOREIGN. 
Write for catal og, if not on my mailing list. 

H. A. ROBINETTE , 900 F Street N . W., Washington , D. C. 

age to San Francisco could be made 
by a sailing vessel in twelve to four­
teen days, but the journey to Panama 
was over twice as far in miles, with 
adverse winds and currents to make it 
slower. Steam vessels, or those using 
both steam and sails, were infrequent 
in the Pacific until about 1850, and 
then only along the coastal routes, for 
a decade. 

It was a long and dangerous trip 
around the Horn, and the Straits of 
Magellan claimed many ships as its 
toll. The Isthmus of Panama was only 
a few miles wide, so it was cheaper 
to unload on one side, carry the cargo 
overland and reload to another ship 
on the other side for the rest of the 
trip. A fairly good portage had been 
established by this time, altho there 
was constant danger from poisonous 
insects and reptiles, tropical diseases 
and other things. The plans for a rail­
road materialized in 1850. 

Some coastal shipping also devel­
oped, purely local between San Fran­
cisco and Hawaii, as certain needs 
arose. Fresh fruits and other products 
could be brot from Honolulu, and a 
profitable market found for them. Most 
dramatic of special needs filled by Ha­
waii was education of children. The 
New England types of schools flour­
ished in the Islands, because the mis­
sionaries had come from that region. 
Many of the new San Franciscans 
were Yankees, and preferred the type 
of schools to which they had gone. It 
was much shorter and simpler to send 
children to Honolulu for education, 
than around thru Panama. Joseph 
Asbury, in h is book, "Barbary Coast", 
brings out the extreme shortage of 
laundry facilities in San Francisco 
during the gold rush, and that clothes 
were sent to Hawaii to be washed and 
ironed, and even at times to far off 
China. 

The ships for the Pacific fleet came 
around the Horn, then remained on 
the 'West Coast, while a separate fleet 
sailed regularly from New York or 
New Orleans to Panama. San Fran· 
cisco became the center of an Ameri­
can empire on the Pacific Coast, for 
the emigrants in the early 1840's, for 
the 49'ers and the gold rush people, 
and for the great emigration that fol­
lowed in the next few years. The gold 
miners brot new needs for building 
material, machinery, clothes and all 
the rest of a long list of things the 
new land could not supply. For the 
thousands of people who left the At­
lantic Coast for the n ew land, the easi­
est transportation for them and their 
needs was by boat. Whether they 
travelled by land or sea, there were 
many dangers, and many deaths. 

This story is not about the com-

merce of Hawaii, but we have to men­
tion it because the mails followed the 
same route, the two went together. A 
background must be built up so that a 
better understanding of the control­
ling factors is obtained, then we see 
why certain events transpired later 
on. In 1820 there was little or no com­
merce along the Pacific Coast, altho 
there was some direct with China in 
the tea trade. Whalers were busy in 
Alaskan waters. By 1850 Hawaii had 
developed large needs for goods used 
locally, and the Pacific Coast of the 
Pnited States had many settlements 
and cities to be supplied from the 
same sources on the Atlantic Sea­
board. Pathways were being estab­
li shed across the mountains and des­
erts between the Mississippi or Mis­
souri and the Pacific, but it was still 
a trip of many weeks. 

The distance in miles between Hono­
lulu and New York has not changed 
between 1820 and 1940, but the time 
necessary to travel between those two 
cities has changed most markedly. In 
1940 an air mail letter mailed in Hono­
lulu arrives in San Francisco the next 
day, and can be delivered in New 
York City in less than 48 hours from 
the time it started. We witnessed the 
arrival on April 17, 1935, of the Pan­
American Clipper ship on the first ex­
perimental flight from California, the 
first of hundreds that have followed, 
We saw the airplane of Sir Charles 
Kingsford-Smith as it started its flight 
on November 4, 1934, the first air trip 
from Honolulu to California, and have 
as a souvenir one of the very few let­
ters carried on that flight. A few 
months later Amelia Earhart flew 
over the same ocean wastes, the first 
woman to cross from Hawaii to the 
United States in an airplane. 

In 1930 the fastest time for a letter 
was five days by boat and two days air 
mail to New York, a total of seven 
days, as against two of a decade later. 
In 1920 there was no transcontinental 
air mail schedule as we have now, 
and both ships and trains were slow­
er, so it took on the average of six 
days by fast boat and five days by 
train, a total of eleven, with ten as the 
absolute lower limit of time. In 1900 
boats took seven or eight days and 
trains six or seven days. Back in 1880 
the Pacific steamers took 8 or 9 days 
and the train trip was days longer. 
Grandmother and grandfather made a 
trip to California in 1883. They took 
the Emigrant Special from St. Louis 
to San Francisco, which made the trip 
in the remarkably short time of 10 
days . Going up some of the mountain 
grades the train moved so slowly the 
men got out and walked beside it. 

(Collfillued on page J09) 

2 c S ES QU I C ENTE NN I AL - 19 2 6 
.Tu ly 27. 1026. Philadel ph ia. first day CO,'cr 2c Sesqu icentenn ial e m·elope. two \"ar ieties 

of can cellatio,ns. Model P. O . . ................ . .......... . .... . ........... .. .. . . .. ... .. . 15c 
S im ilar cover. except iran l,cd with 2c Sesqni. "tamp .......... . .................... 15c 
FiJ'Rt day coye r 2c Sesqui. envelope. franke d with b lock 2c Sesqui. stamps, has only olle 

Mocle l P. O. cancel , b u t was flown and is backstampe cl Washington same da~' ..... . .. :. 5()c 
'J'HE THREE COVERS FOR 65c 

Stamps not accep ted . lIon ey orders appreciated. 

213 Seaton PI .. N. E. C. E. NICKLES Washington, D. C. 
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Collectors : 
,,'<, arc ncw bccking future sales, where 
excellent prices are realized. 

Space fcr scyeral clients has already 
been rcsCl'\'cd. 

'Ve Cllll handle large estates 'Or entire 
ccllections. buying cutright 'Or adyanc­
ing substantial amcunts. 

WRITE US - XO COLL};CTlOX XOR 
A310UNT OF ADYAXCE TOO LARGE! 

"'AVrER S. SCOTT, Auctioneer 

J_ W. SCOTT it.. 
236 '''est 55th St., New Yol"li: ~ 

MAILS FROM HO TOLULU TO 
NEW YORK, 1851-1865 

(Continued from page JOo ) 
This was before the day of the West­
inghouse brake. The trip from St. 
Louis to New York by train was then 
three or four days. So, a letter in 1880 
could be sent from Honolulu to a New 
Yorker in as little as 23 or 24 days, if 
good connections were made and 
neither Indians nor bandits attacked 
the "iron horse" and the string of 
carriages it pulled. 

Farther back, 1858 to be specific, a 
regular mail schedule existed between 
New York and San Francisco, via Pan­
ama, which took on the average of 21 
or 22 days. This was a marked reduc­
tion from the minimum of 28 days re­
quired in 1851, the year of the Ha­
waiian "Missionary" stamps. Prior to 
1849 there was no regularly estab­
lished mail service. Letters were sent 
by any boat that looked promising, by 
paying 40c to the ship's captain, with 
delivery expected between two and six 
months later, if the ship reached port. 

Crocker quotes a letter of Postmas­
ter-General David Kalakaua, written 
on November 4, 1863, to Mr. Clark, 
then in New York. The letter of in­
quiry was regarding the ordering of 
a .ew stamp. Apparently the answer 
was received, as the actual order for 
the stamps, mentioned in the first let­
ter, was dated January 21, 1864. Thus 
we see that about two months and two 
weeks elapsed for a letter to go and 
the answer to return, about 35 days of 
travel in each direction, if the cor­
respondence was attended to promptly. 

Stanley Ashbrook, in his book on 
the 1c stamp of 1851-57, and A. R. 
Rowell'S articles in StarnlJS of 1938, on 
California Ocean Mails, 1851-55, give 
us vivid descriptions of the early 
postal services. From them, and other 
sources, we have found the following 
descriptive matter. The PaCific Mail 
Steamship Company was incorporated 
in 1848, under the direction of William 
H. Aspinwall, most prominent of the 
American merchants using the Clipper 
ships to China. They built three ves­
sels, the CalitoTnia, Oregon and Pana­
ma. These ships were about 200 feet 
long, carried 100 passengers and were 
not very fast. The service was inaugu­
rated thru the Secretary of the Navy, 
and not under the Postmaster-General, 
as we would expect, as the Navy De­
partment was interested in a steam 
powered merchant marine that could 
be of use in case of war. The com­
pany officials had in mind the exten­
sion of steamship service to the 
Orient, as well as the immediate 
money to be derived from the trans­
portation of mail, men and machinery 
to San Francisco. 

Send fer 'Our SS-page illustrated cataleg, "United States Stamps, 
U. S. Pessessiens & British Nerth America". Cemplete except fer 
great rarit ies! Lewest prices! An invaluable check list and depend­
able seurce 'Of supply. Large illustrated "Cataleg 'Of Fereign Stamps" 
alse included. Beth catalegs free en request. 

H. E_ HARRIS I':r CO., 72 Transit Building, BOSTO MASS. 

The first American steamer to pass 
thru the Straits of Magellan was the 
ship Calito 1'11 ia. The departure from 
New York was on October 6, 1848, and 
the arrival in San Francisco on Feb­
ruary 28, 1849, in time for the crew 
to desert and join the gold rush. Steam 
navigation was dangerous at its best, 
because of dense fogs over land and 
sea, very few charts of the Califorllla 
coast, and very limited coal supplies 
to fre the wasteful engines. Between 
1852 and 1854 six first class steamers 
were wrecked and lost along the Pa­
cific Coast, namely the Yankee Blade, 
North America. Winfield Scott. S.S. 
Letcis, Independence and Tennessee . 

The steamer Golclen Gate was of a 
new class, a little over 2,000 tons, 270 
feet length, with space for 800 pas­
sengers . It was the first of a larger, 
faster type of ship. The arrival in San 
Francisco was in November, 1851. Dur­
ing 1852 the trip to Panama was short­
ened to 14 days by the new boats. 
Only one stop was made, at Acapulco, 
Mexico, while the slower ships stopped 
a t several ports. 

The steamer John L. Stephens ar­
rived in San Francisco on March 4, 
1853, to take its place in the Pacific 
fleet. This was named after the first 
president of the Panama Railroad. 
Rowell tells us that in its first two 
years of operation it made 10 round 
trips between the California terminus 
and Panama, in which it carried over 
12,000 passengers and over $18,000,000 
in gold. 

The Panama Railroad was started 
in May, 1850, and was completed on 
January 28, 1855. Between these dates, 
as sections were finished they were 
made available for travelers, who 
could go part way by train and the 
rest of the 25 miles by mule or afoot. 
In 1852 it was possible to cross in one 
day, if an early start was made. This 
passage cost up to $19. The cargo 
from the Atlantic ships was carted 
across the Isthmus and reloaded. Some 
vessels brot as many as 100,000 letters 
and 20,000 newspapers in one mail. 

The Golden Age was the first steam­
er to cross the Pacific. It left New York, 
went to Liverpool, around Africa, to 
Australia, then Tahiti and Panama. 
It arrived in San Francisco in the fall 
of 1854, with a record of a daily aver­
age run of 297~ land miles. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
J{~nmore's COMPLETE SETS 
Xos. AJ~L ,'lINT 

71 -n JIDll>UCa, Gec. V .. .. ..... (3) .95 
11!l J~abuan ....... ... ....... (1) 200.00 

DI-D!l Labuan . . ......... .. .. . (9) 3.00 
;;0-.)9 Lagos, ]';c1w>1l'c1 VII ..... (10) 13.50 
H-I-(J.) ~ralta. \'el'Y sca,'ce . . .... (2) 123.00 
30--1::> ;'I[csopotam ia ............ (8) 6.00 

50 MeScllotam ia ...... . . . .. (1) 40.00 
01-13 }Iesopotamia ... ......... (13) a.oo 

022 )lesollotumia ........... (1) 7.50 
12-20 )[ontse"rnt,Dp\'ice of Colon), (9) 7.45 

21 )[ontsc .... at, Nc1w. "II .,. (1) 1l.00 
22-:31 )ronts~rrat,~eal &Edw.\'1I(10) 19.50 

31a-40 nontserrat,~e'll &Edw.VII(U) 8.50 
02-71 )Iontsc"rnt, H al & Geo. V(10) 5.25 

11 Xauru, Rrac1bl1l'~'-Wilkinscn(l) 2.25 
11 ~aUTlI. Dc La Rue ...... (1) 2.7.) 
12 Nauru, Dc La Rile ...... (1) 2.75 

12a Xu",'u, \Yaterlow ....... (1) 80.00 
13 Xauru, De La Rue ...... (1) 5.00 

13n NannI, \Yateriow .... ... (1) 160.00 
4~-48 Xiger C(H'8t ......... . ... (6) 1.90 
1!l-20 Niue . .. . ... ..... ........ (2) 5.60 
~7-47 Pal~stine ................ (11) 10.50 
:.!.)-~() j'enrhyn ....... .. . . ... .. (6) 1.15 
72-77 Rhodesia, Victcria Falls. (6) 6.80 
3-1-:,H St. Ritts-Nevis .......... (13) 21.00 

118-31 St. Yincent ... .. . . (12) 12.55 
H2-53 Samoa, Xath'e IIut ...... (12) 1.80 
1·j!l-61 Samoa ............ . ..... (3) 7.00 

!l-1r. Sudan, Arab Postman .. (8) 3.00 
17-25 SUflan, A rab Postman .. (7) 1.75 

D1-D4 Sudan .. ...... .... ...... (4) 1.75 
74-82 Trinidad ... ... . ...... .. . (9) 15'.00 
KenMore Stamp Co_,Inc_,Kenmore,N_Y. 

Say MEKEEL'S to Advertisers 
It will help you and help u. 

Routes Other Than Panama 
So far our description has been 

about regular mails carried over the 
Panamanian Isthmus. Other people 
were not satisfied with the partial 
monopoly of the Pacific Mail Steam­
ship Company and sought other ways 
to compete. Other routes were at­
tempted, to shorten the time of travel. 
The Gadsden treaty of 1853 with Mex­
ico granted permission to cross the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Surveys were 
made and a service was started in 
1858. Mail went from New Orleans to 
Minititlan, then by river boat to Su­
chil, half way across the Isthmus, then 
by horse drawn coaches to the PaCific, 
and by steamer to San Francisco. The 
first trip took 18 days but later jour­
neys were in as short a time as 15 
days. The franchise was for a year, 
but was not renewed, and no Qther 
company sought the trade. 

Thru Nicaragua 
Geographers noted the possibilities 

of Nicaragua as a route, up the San 

If You Collect For Pleasure and Profit 

CONSIDER U. S. BUREAU PRECANCELS! 
Here is what you need to start a real collection: 

The beautiful J. W. Bure>m Album ............................................ $:1.50 
Packet of 250 all diff. Bureau Precancels .... . .................................. 1.00 
jUitchell-Hoo\'er Bureau Catalog - 24th E,lition .. .................. _........ . . .75 
"The PI'ccu,ncel Optimist" for 011e yeal', 36 pages monthly . ................... . 1.00 
llandbook 011 Bureau anti Local Precancels, 224 pages ................ . ........ .50 

SPECIAL: The lot, listing $6_75, For Only $5.00 

GUNESCH PRECANCEL HOUSE 
ESTABLISHED 1925 

30 West Washingten Street 

Postpaid 

rtf £ 
CHICAGO. ILL. 
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WANTED FOR CASH 
FAIR PRICES PAID 

u. s. & GENERAL COLLECTIONS 
COLLECTIONS BY COUNTRIES 

AIRMAIL COLLECTIONS 
We also buy Accumulations, Lots, U. S. 
and FOREIGN-ANY QUANTITY-For­
eign Airmail and Pictorial Stamps. 
Quantities Used FAMOUS AMERICANS 

desired. 
Also old Envelopes with good stamps. 

Send stamps wi th best prices or for 
Cash Offer after inspection. 
Prompt Replies and Payments 

A.P.S. Bank references it desired. S.P.A. 

WALTER GISIGER [eow1 
170 Broadway, New York City 

OLD COVERS 
ADVERTISING COVERS. Old business 

covers around 1901, showing telephones, 
farm tools. etc. [) different .......... 50c 

Stampless Co,'ers. Various states, etc. 
3 different ........................... 50c 

1878 Rahway, N . J., receiving p. i\L on 
"orious Nen- Jersey covers. Each .. 50c 
Full cash refund if not satisfactory. 

LEE STAMPS 
Colonial Arms, Jackson ]{cights, N. Y. 

PERSONAL SERVICE 
My business - snpplying collectors of 

United States stamps in a systematIc and 
economical way - Is limited to the num­
ber of accounts I can give my personal 
attention. This means real satisfactIOn 
for you. Write for free details If you 
spend $1.00 or more a week. [S3 

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD 
WEST CUMMINGTON, MASS. 

OFFERINC 
A unIque service. a unique stock and 

membership in a unique group - tbe China 
Unit. If you collect Cbina or Manchukuo, 
you owe yourself at least an Inquiry. [H 
R. Renouf. Robin Farm, Belchertown, M .... 8. 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
At 1/5th to l/lOth of CataJojt 

In my stock of U. S., I have some defec­
tive U. S. (some with slight tears, S. E., etc.) 
which to clear out I am offering at 1/5 to 
1/10 of Cat. Value. 

If you feel you cannot afford those high­
priced items, but would like to fill in th<?se 
spaces at a nominal sum, get In touch With 
me Please send want !.1st. References. [H 
A ·C LeDUC St Petersburg, Florid .. 

Regent Catalogue 
of Empire Postage Stamp. Includes 
SCOTT'S and Gibbons' Nos. for the 
benefi t of those whose collections are 
based on these catalogues. 
Vol. 1. (Pre 1931) @ 5/6 plus 6d postage 
Vol. 2. (1931 and after) @ 1/8 plus 2d 

postage 
Special 2 Years' Sub., 

8/6 + 1/- postage 
Includes Vol. 1 and 4 issues of Vol. 2, 
and saves you 3/B. Otherwise single 
volumes supplied 11S listed. 

Send your order with remittance to 

THE REGENT STAMP CO. LTD. 
110 Pall Mall 

LONDON, S. W. 1, ENG. [Hi 

WANTED 
Your defective U. S. Stamps, 
Postage, Revenues, etc., that 
catalogue for at least 15c each. 
Small tears, thins, straight edges, 
off centered, etc., acceptable. 

\ 

Highest Prices Paid 

BUYER rtf 

I c/o P. O. Box 1660, Portland, Me. ',e,-_ 

Juan Riyer to Lake Nicaragua, then a 
twelve mile portage on the Pacific 
side. Cornelius Vanderbilt and asso­
ciates opened a freight and passenger 
service, advertising it as 700 miles 
shorter than via Panama, and with 
service so fast it was ahead of the 
mail. They started in 1851 and during 
the next two years took over an en­
viable portion of business. They had 
no mail contract, but they carried 
some letters delivered to the boat, for 
mailing at any American ports where 
they stopped. They had a stamping 
device which printed the words, "Via 
Kicaragua. Ahead of the Mails". This 
was applied to their letters, and often 
to other letters not carried by them. It 
served as a fine advertising slogan 
and was not intended to plead espe­
cially for mail business. The trip thru 
Nicaragua was more enjoyable than 
the trip across Panama. However, the 
railroad across the Isthmus was com­
pleted in 1855, which gave them a 
great ad vantage. A revolution took 
place in Nicaragua in 1855 and 1856 
so the Vanderbilt lines shifted its 
trade to Panama, then entirely closed 
the shorter route in 1858. The Nica­
ragua trip took 21 days, in comparison 
to the 28 days of the Panama trip. The 
small number of letters they carried 
did not come from mail boxes, but had 
to be delivered direct to the boat. 
From San Francisco the letters were 
taken to New York, then placed in the 
public mail boxes and received their 
first cancellation in that city. Letters 
from Hawaii seldom travelled this 
pathway, as they were part of interna­
tional mail. There were other com­
panies that tried to cut in on the mail 
service, but without permanent suc­
cess. 

Overland Mail 
In 1858 the Great Overland Mail 

Route was established between San 
Francisco and St. Louis or Memphis. 
These were the stage coaches, so com­
monly the center of attraction in story 
or moving picture thriller. By 1860 
the travel time took an average of 
21%. days for the 2,800 miles, and 
trips were made semi-weekly. Letters 
of the English government were sent 
this way when they arrived in New 
York between the departures of the 
ships to Panama. The southern route 
was changed to one more central dur­
ing the Civil War, as gold was fre­
quently carried from California. 

Then in 1861 a change was made to 
a daily schedule. There was prOVision 
for the collection of mail brot to the 

, _ ':NAR i BO" :,~. 2. , ~, 
LOOSE' LEAF' STAMP ALBUMS 

main line from Denver and from Salt 
Lake City. This trip could be made 
in as little as 18 days. 

The transcontinental railroad con­
struction was started in the middle of 
the 1860's, along the stage coach route. 
The amount of track finished and in 
service by 1866 was enough to affect 
the overland mail a little. The west­
ern terminus was moved that year to 
Manhattan, Kansas, and to Cheyenne 
in 1867. The transcontinental line was 
completed in 1869. This was of such 
a late date as to have no effect on the 
orders of the Hawaiian Post Office 
Department for stamps. Their local 
difficulties were chiefly ten years be­
fore that, when the mail was much 
slower in getting thru. 

Pony Express 
Between 1860 and 1861 the Pony Ex­

press had the fastest letter service be­
tween San Francisco and New York. 
The letter went by pony carrier to the 
rail terminus, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
then by train to the east. The rate 
was $5 per half ounce, and delivery 
across country could be made in 13 
days. The company was a financial 
failure and had to go out of business. 
Its founders hoped to get the overland 
mail contract, but because of dis­
honest promotion schemes, lost the fa­
vor of Congress. It is thot that very 
few Hawaiian letters travelled this 
route. 

On July I, 1851, the letter rate from 
New York to San Francisco was re­
duced from 40c to 6c on prepaid let­
ters of not more than one-half ounce, 
and 10c on unpaid letters. On April 1, 
1855, the rate was changed to 10c for 
either prepaid or unpaid letters. 

Thus we see more clearly why so 
much time was taken by the letters of 
the early Hawaiian Postmasters-Gen­
eral, to travel to New York, to get an 
answer, then to make the order, and 
to have the stamps delivered in Hono­
lulu. The letter mentioned, mailed in 
November, 1863, took between 32 and 
35 days each way for the trip. San 
Francisco was the metropolis of the 
west, but it had not acquired yet such 
professions and arts as engraving. We 
mention these things, because they 
were important obstacles in the rapid 
orde: ing and obtaining of new stock 
of Hawaiian stamps. Had conditions 
been otherwise, there might have been 
no Numerals at all, and the stamps of 
Hawaii as we now know them today 
might have been very different. 

NEW SE~~~ON FRANCE 
Arrange Your Own Stamps 

No. F-76 France, to Date. (Naribo New Plan Sections) 2Sc 
Index has illustrated model sheet showing an attractive arrange­

ment and description of each new stamp, grouped for each page. ·Write 
for new March price list. If your dealer doesn't serve you, send us your 
order. 
THORP & MARTIN CO. 70 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 

The Quick Brown Fox Jumps Over The Lazy Dog 
There you are: All the letters in the alphabet, with which we could make 
up reams of copy telling you how good our U. S. Mission Mixture is. But 
we think you would rather see for yourself - protected, of course, by our 
money-back guarantee. 

1 lb., $ .75 
C. HAHN for STAMPS! 

postpaid - 3 Ibs., $2.00 
P. O. Box 
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Winnetka, Ill. 



/ ~~?~ 
VOL. 36, NO. 1 % AMP S July 5, 1941 
;S%S%%%SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS%SS%%%%SSS$$$$$SSSS·SSSSS$$S%iSSSSSSssssssss::::%s::sssss:s' 

Report of Progress Towa1-d 
a Collectors Club Expert 
Committee 

THE committee appointed to con­
sider the feasibility of estab­
lishing an expert committee at 

the Collectors Club had a recent meet­
ing and went over the entire subject 
rather fully. 

It was generally agreed thrut such 
a committee would be very desirablc 
but that it would be unwise to start 
it until a sufficient financial set-up 
was on hand to assure its success 
until it could be firmly established 
on a self-supporting basis. 

It was felt that a sum of $10,000 
would be necessary to do this, the 
greater portion of which would 
be used to pay the salary of a 
competent manager for at least three 
years. There would also be some 
equipment and supplies necessary, 
although much of this has already 
been provided in the John N. Luff 
Room and more may be expected in 
the contemplated Joseph S. Rich 
Room. 

About one-fourth of this amount 
has already been tentatively sub­
scribed, providing the balance can be 
had, and if any of our readers would 
be interested in supporting this work 
a letter to that effect would be appre­
ciat d. 

The personnel of such an expert 
committee was also discussed, and it 
is felt that the Collectors Club has 
among its membership competent 
authorities on most countries and 
would have contact with other expert 
organizations throughout the world 
who would cooperate if called upon. 

It has been emphasized of late, 
however, that even the most scientific 
apparatus is useless unless the per­
son using it has a thorough back­
ground of knowledge, a reference col­
lection and adequate reco.rds. You 
cannot place a stamp or a cover un­
der any gadget and have it auto­
matically shout "fake" or "genuine." 
This apparatus is only of value if in 
the hands of a person who can draw 
the right conclusions from his obser­
vations, but more than that has a 

and 
background of knowledge and rec­
ords upon which to substantiate his 
judgment. 

We recently reported an amusing 
paper read at the Collectors Club by 
Elliott Perry in which he added to 
the equipment of every researcher a 
plentiful supply of solder, to "plug 
up the holes in his theories which 
could not be hidden by a jargon of 
scientific terms." Mr. Perry has 
supplemented this with another little 
story which seems apropos . 

"In one of Clarence Budington 
Kelland's stories," Mr. Elliott re­
lates, "he tells about a new school­
teacher who took a job in a country 
district where the pranks of the . 
boys made life well-nigh unb able 
fo,r any teacher, and the ew ones 
rarely stuck it out fo ore than a 
few weeks. One their favorite 
diversions was take a big alarm 
clock to sch and set it to go off in 
the midd of the teacher's discourse 
or so other appropriate time. 

" omehow the teacher got wind of 
lis pleasantry and when the clock 

went off it was followed by such a 
terrific din that it was completely 
drowned out. The gorgeous racket 
turned the tables on the boys and 
made their effort seem puny and 
puerile. Teacher had smuggled a 
few dozen alarm clocks with extra 
loud gongs into the school room, 
concealed them, and wired them to a 
button which released the alarms 

simultaneously at his pleasure." 
The Ame1'ican Philatelic Society 

have already set up an expert com­
mittee but they have advised the 
Collectors Club that they will be glad 
to cooperate on any plan that is 
finally worked out and which is mutu­
ally acceptable. We need a commit­
tee whose decisions will be generally 
accepted but it will require the active 
and financial support of dealers and 
collectors alike to ma possible. 

The Tre 'oward the 
Stud of Covers and the 

eaning of Postmarks 

DURING the past few years, a 
steadily increaSing number of 

collectors are turning their attention 
to the serious study of their covers 
and the meaning of the marks upon 
them, which have an important his-
torical significance. Such studY4 
transforms even the most ordinary­
appearing cover into an intensely in­
teresting, historical document tha~ 
may hold a fascinating story of ad-', 
venture. 

The early issues of the United 
States stamps and the covers of the 
period from 1847 to 1865 unfold the 
most spectacular episodes in the de­
velopment of our country. This 
period covered the early years of 
the development of our transporta­
tion system, with the carrying of the 
mails by stage-coach, pony express, 

First day cover from Manchoukuo bearing the new conscription stamp, sent ur by 
courtesy John V. Sweet. 
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~I1I"stration courtesy Pen"y Black Stamp Co.) ~ • 

The above cover was sent from Malaga. Spain, to New York by ai r. It did 
not bear any evidence of censorship at Spain, although mail coming from 
there now is usually censored , but this cover does bear the censor markings of 
t he British at Bermuda, the first of such on an air cover from Spain to be 
reported to us. Another interesting point concerning this cover is that the 
" Correo Aereo" postmark at Spain shows the date -4.JuI.41-5, although it was 
bachtamped lit the Registry Division New York P.O . as received there on 

June 18, 1941. 

steamship, canal boat, and railroad. 
It also ca rries us through the Civil 
War p eriod, with its patriotic en­
velopes, its prisuner-of-war letters, 
block1lde runners, flag-of-truce let­
ters, and all sorts of other interesting 
conneotions with the history of the 

of U . S. postal history has done much 
to uncover important facts that p er­
mit a reconstruction of the history of 
the period. 

His many book~ on the subj ect, 
and especially the United States One 
Cent Stamp of 1851-57, have done 
much to popula rize and show the pos­
sibilities of this type of historical re­
search. Volume 2 ..01 this latter ser­
ies of books not only covers the entire 
p ostal markings of the p eriod of the 

. period. 
Much of this growing interest and 

development of ideas is due to the un­
t iring work of Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
whose R esearch Group for the study 

NEW ACqUISITION 
An accumulation of U. S. Commemoratlves in P.O. State which were purchased at 

the time of issue. It is a lonl'" time since we have had such a fine lot and they have been 
amalgamated with our regular stock. We offer unused singles and blocks and cancelled 
singles. We ha,-e on hand most all other values and will be glad to quote. First orders 
will receive the preference. 

Grade B :-are usually above the average offered at these prices. 
Grade A :-very fine to superb. All unused with original gum. 
A substantial saving can be made by purchasing sets. 

Unused 
Singles 

1893 COLUl\IDIANS Grade B A 
~230 1c Blue ................ . 
231 2c Violet ... . .......... . ... . 
232 3e Green ......... . •••....... 
233 4c Ultramarine ............... . 
234 5c Chocolate ..... .. ..... . ... . 
235 6c Purple ....... . ........... . 
236 8c Magenta ........ . ........ . 
237 10c Brown ..........•........ 

SET Ie to 10c (8 Var.) ....... . .... . 
238 15c Green ... . ............... . 
239 30c Orange Br. . ......... . ... . . 

180 S Ol\IAHA SERIES 
285 1c Green ...........•........ 
286 2c Copoper ........ . .. . ...... . 
287 4c Orange ..... . .... . ....... . 
288 5c Blue . . ..... . .. . ......... . 
289 Sc Violet Br . . .............. . 
290 10c' Gray Violet ........•..... 

SET 1c to 10c (6 Var.) ... . ... . . . .. . 
291 50c Sage Green .............. . 
292 1.00 Black ... . ............. . . . 
293 2.00 Orange Br ................ . 

$.13 $ .20 
.18 .28 
,45 .70 
.75 1.15 
.70 1.15 
.85 1.35 
.70 .85 
.85 1.25 

4.15 6.35 
2.25 3.40 
4.25 6.00 

.30 

.1S 
1.20 
1.20 
1.60 
2.00 
6.00 

10.00 
20.00 
30.00 

.45 

.30 
1.65 
2.10 
2.40 
3.00 
9.85 

16.00 
30.00 
42.50 

Blocks 
B A 

$1.25 $2.00 
1.75 2.50 
3.00 4.50 
6.00 7.50 
6.00 S.50 
6.00 7.50 
5.00 7.00 

11 .50 
36.00 
20.00 

1.70 
2.00 

11 .50 
14.00 
17.00 
27.00 
61'1.00 

40.00 

2 .50 
2.75 

14.50 
17.00 
21.50 

Used 
Singles 
B A 

$.01 $.02 
.01 .01 
.30 .45 
.09 .14 
.13 .20 
.60 .80 
.1S .25 
.12 .18 

1.25 1.85 
1.25 1.85 
1.85 2.80 

.09 

.02 

.55 

.60 

.95 

.40 
2.40 

.13 

.03 

.80 

.90 
1.50 

.70 
3.75 
4.00 

ECONOMIST STAMP CO., INC. 
87 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 

July 5 , 194 Star 

stamp in question, but it lays t' 
foundation for much historical 
search of tllis type. This has bl 
supplemented by nUII1erous articll 
in the philatelic press, particularl 
in STAMPS and The Stamp Special 
ist, and we know from our growin 
volume of correspondence that a sub 
stantial number of collectors are f01 
lowing his suggestions. 

This is also indicated by the atten 
tion given these covers in the auctio 
catalogs featuring this type of stamp 
and the increasing prices that the 
are bringing. 

If you have not followed thi 
trend, we suggest that you watch i 
from now on, for it may stimulat 
interesting ideas fo·r you to follow. 

At the present time there ar 
splendid opportunities to follow thi 
interesting study in current covers 
T he present covers emanating fro 
the World War zone, including cen 
sored covers, concentration cam 
letters, and things of that kind, offe 
fascinat ing p ossibilities at com para 
tively small expense. 

- H . L. L I NDQUIST. 

• 
Airgraph Photo Letters a 

Success 

H WAR REN K. H AL E, of MOll 
• treal, sends us a clipping fro 

the Montreal Daily H erald, 0 

Thursday, June 5, 194 1, which re 
ports that Britain's first experimen 
with the "Airg raph Photo-letters, 
has proven a huge success. It is ex 
pected t he p lan will be extended t 
t he far -flung outposts of the E mpir 

H ow the plan works was recentl 
described in ST AMPS, so we wi 
not repeat it here. The cost of send 
ing each air graph letter is only si 
cents, and greatly reduces the risk i 
delivery, as well as increasing t: 
speed of delivery. The only criticis 
of the plan is that it allows no Pl'. 
vacy, but since censorship has al 
ready eliminated any possibility 0 
that anyway, this seems no draw: 
back. Of course, the scheme als 
necessitates short letters, but tha 
aspect is more than overcome by th 
satisfaction of getting them throug 
with speed and g reater safety. 

The catalog numbers and 
prices u sed in the advertise­
m ents in this issue are all from 
Scott's Standard Postage 
Stamp Catalog unless specific­
ally stated otherwise in the 
advertisement. 
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T he Research Group for 
the Study of U. S. 
Postal History 

BACK in March, 1938, the late 
Edward S. Knapp, in coopera­
tion with Stanley B. Ashbrook, 

decided to organize a Philatelic Re­
search Group for the study of the 
postal history of the United States, 
for the period of 1845 to 1870. The 
prime purpose of the organization 
was to gather data of every possible 
source, particularly from the news­
paper files of the period, and to com-

~. 

and 
pile this data in such form that it 
could be furnished to the members of 
the Group as well as to writers and 
students on the branch of work on 
which the Group had specialized. 

Membership in the Group was by 
invitation only, and each person so 
invited was expected to contribute 
towards a special fund to be used to 
defray the expense of gathering the 
data required. The original group 
so invitt:d consisted of some of the 
most outstanding names in American 
philately such as Saul Newbury, Ed­
gar Jessup, Frank A. Hollowbush, 

Wm. West, Harold W. Carhart, 
Ernest A. Wiltsee, Wm. C. Michaela, 
Alfred R. Brigham, Harold C. 
Brooks, L. L. Shenfield, E. C. Krug, 
A. R. Rowell and Tracy Simpson, as 
well as the writer. 

With the funds so provided, much 
original work has been undertaken. 
During the past three years, most of 
the research work has been tI,e col­
lecting of data pertaining to the 
Ocean Mail between the East and 
California, and between California 
and the East, covering the period 
1849-1857 inclusive. Not only have 

Stamp window at The Burrows Bros. Co., booksellers and station ers of Cleveland, Ohio, the last week of March, 1941, in com­
pliment to the anniversary of the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club. Placards in the window explain how the internationally known 
Hanford Cup, Hennan Cup and Lagerloef Cup, shown there, are awarded. In the lower left of the window is a poster adver­
tising the club's exhibition. The attractive arrangement of the window was the work of Darrell E. Ahleman, of The Burrows Bros. 
staff, and the photograph was taken by a photographer of the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
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the sailing dates of all mail steam­
ships of the above period been care­
fully compiled, but also the sailings 
of Clipper ships bound for California 
in 1849-1850 and 1851, and practic­
ally a complete record of the sailing 
dates of independent ships which 
carried mail, such as the "Via Nica­
ragua Line." The gathering of this 
data alone has been a tremendous 
task and entailed quite an expense. 

There is an ever increasing num­
ber of collectors throughout the coun­
try who collect 19th Century U. S. on 
original covers, and the maj ority of 
such specialists are interested not 
only in the stamps themselves on cov­
ers 'but also in the variety of postal 
markings. An interest in the mark­
ings gradually leads to a desire for a 
knowledge of the meanings of the 
markings, the various rates, earliest 
uses of the different stamps of the 
different issues, etc. Much of such 
information is available to the ad­
vanced collector in various handbooks 
but information on many complex 
problems is not available to the aver­
age collector. Recognition of this 
feature alone was one of the princi­
pal objectives in the formation of the 
Research Group and Mr. Ashbrook 
has become the central figure of the 
Group for the gathering and compil­
ing such data. There is no question 
but what covers take an added inter­
est if the owner has a true apprecia­
tion of the background of the cover. 
This includes not only any historical 
affiliation but a truer conception of 
how the mail was transported in the 
period being studied, whether it was 

by stage, steamboat, railroad, or 
steamship. A knowledge of even the 
essential features is not only educa­
tional but it provides a safeguard 
against the acquisition of fraudulent 
covers, because the one with a knowl­
edge of his specialty is many jumps 
ahead of even the cleverest of forgers 
of covers because he possesses infor­
mation which is not always available 
to the forger. 

The work of the Group effort is 
therefore directing attention to a sub­
ject seldom mentioned in the phila­
telic press, Le., the many fraudulent 
covers in circulation. 

Believing the work of this Group 
should be continued and expanded it 
has been decided to extend an invi­
tation to all serious collectors and 
dealers throughout the country who 
are interested in this sort of work. 

Contributions are limited to a 
minimum of $10.00, for which they 
will receive all of the reports of the 
Group, in mimeographed form, and 
have the satisfaction of taking part 
in a worthwhile work. There are no 
regular annual dues involved, but 
members of the Group are expected 
to contribute from time to time when 
the funds in the treasury have been 
depleted. Anyone interested is re­
quested to communicate direct with 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, 434 S. Grand 
Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky. The Group 
should have the support of every 
serious collector of 19th Century 
U. S. stamps as it is doing an out­
standing bit of constructive work and 
one which is quite unique in Ameri­
can philately. 

UNITED STATES - AIR POST STAMPS 
A complete listing Including center, arrow and plate blocks. The initials T·B-L-R stand for 
Top, Bottom, Left and Ril:h t. Single Unused Block Plate Single Used 

Grade B Grade A Grade B Grade A Block Grade B Grade A 
6c Orange . ......... . . . .. ..... . ... $.55 $.70 $2 .20 $2.85 S6.OO(6) $.40 $.50 
Arrow Blocks T . or B. ........... . 4.00 5.00 
CeDter Line Block.. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . 5.75 7.50 . . . . . .... 

C2 ~(~~,rtB~~k~ 'T:or'C : :::::::: ::: 2.20 2.85 Its& is:OO 24.oo(6) 1.00 

C3 ~~~~~:eB~o~L::··. ·.::::::::·.: Tis 1.60 ~ : gg '7:00 
Arrow Block L............ ........ 7.00 9.00 
Arrow Block T... .. ............... 7.00 
Center Line Block. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 9 00 

C4 80 Yellow Green...... ......... . . .. .35 .40 1.50 
C5 160 Dark Blue..... .. ....... . ... .. 1.30 1.55 5.50 
C6 24cC.rmine . .......... .. .. 1.65 2.00 6.75 
C7 IOcD.rkBlue...... .12 . 15 .48 
OS 15cOliveBrown.. ......... . .. . . .. .17 .20 .68 
C9 2OeYellowGreer.. ............... .22 .25 .88 
CIO IOcD.rkBlue........... .15 .18 .60 
CIOA Booklet Pane Three ...... . . . ..... . 
CII 50 Carmine & Blue . .............. . 
CI2 5c Violet ....................... .. 
CI3 650 Green ........ . . . ............ . 
CI4 '1.30 Brown ..................... . 
CI3 to CIS Set . . .......... . ............... . 
CI6 50 Violet ........................ . 
CI7 8c Olive Bistre ......... . ...... . .. . 
CI8 50c Green ....................... . 
CI9 60 Dull Orange ........... . 
C20 250 Blue .... . .................. .. 
C21 20e Green . . ..................... . 
C22 50c Carmine ..................... . 
C23 60 Blue & C.rmine . .. ............ . 

Center Line Block .......... . .... .. 
Arrow Block B. or R. ............. . 

C24 30c Dull Blue .................... . 

.08 

.09 
4.85 

":08 
.10 

1.70 
.07 
.27 
.23 
.55 

.33 

.10 

.11 
5.35 

35 .00 
.10 
.12 

1.85 
.08 
.30 
.25 
.60 
.07 

.. :as 

.32 
.60 

":30 
.40 

7.00 
.28 

1.32 

ii:OO 
1.75 
6.50 
8.00 

.55 
.75 

1.00 
.70 
.60 
.40 
.75 

21.00 

140:00 
.35 
.45 

7.75 
.32 

1.10 
.90 

2.25 
.28 
.50 
.35 

1.40 

'3:00(0) 
17.50(6) 
17.50(6) 

.80(6) 
1.10(6) 
1.45(0) 
110(6) 

'''SO(6) 
.95(6) 

40.00(6) 

.. :50(4) 
. 65(4) 

11.50(6) 
. 35(4) 

1.75(6) 
1.60(6) 
3 .75(6) 

2.65 

ECONOMIST STAMP CO .• INC. 

.. :35 
1.20 

.60 

.02 

.08 

.06 

.04 

.. :OS 
.05 
.17 

87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 

1.2C 

.45 
1.40 

.70 

.03 

.10 

.08 

.05 

.02 

.01 

9 .00 

.. :oi 
.02 

":oi 
.10 
.07 
.20 
.01 

.20 
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An Expertizing Committee 
At the Collectors Club 

FOR many years, the thought of 
creating an expertizing committee 

under the auspices of the Collector8 
Club has been given much considera­
tion. In order to do this work prop­
erly, it had always been felt that the 
Club should have the proper set-up 
to work with. This would include 
not only the apparatus necessary for 
expertizing but access to suitable re­
ference collections, and, of more im­
portance, facilities for photographing 
and maintaining records. 

With these ideas in mind, Hugh 
M. Clark presented the Club with the 
John N_ Luff Room, which is 
equipped with photographic appara­
tus, quartz lamp, micrometer gauges, 
and much other apparatus that is ne­
cessary for work of this kind. 

In addition to this, Charles J. 
Phillips began forming the nucleus 
of records which include photographs 
of thousands of known rarities. A 
movement is also on foot to establish 
another memorial room which would 
be equipped with additional photo­
graphic apparatus and files necessary 
for keeping adequate records. 

The essential requirement of a re­
ference collection has been solved 
temporarily at least by the offer of 
Scott Publications, Inc., to permit 
such a committee to use the Luff Re­
ference Collection, which is probably 
the finest in existence. 

So nothing remains to be done but 
to secure adequate financing and the 
individuals who will compose the 
committee. 

In order to bring the matter to a 
head and consider the subject in its 
broadest aspects, Arthur W. Deas, 
President of the Collecto1's Club, has 
appointed a committee to study the 
possibilities and determine the feas­
ibility of organizing an expertizing 
committee at this time. This commit­
tee consists of Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
and Arthur E. Owen, representing 
the collectors; Harry L. Lindquist 
and Hugh M. Clark representing 
the publishers; and Sidney F. Bar­
rett and Emil Bruechig, for the deal­
ers. 

We feel that this is a step in the 
right direction and we hope that it 
will materialize in a committee quali­
fied and equipped to carryon this 
all-important work. 

-H. L. LINDQUIST. 

The catalog numbers and prlCeII uaed .. 
the advertisements In this lesue are all from 
Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Cataloc 
unless 8peelftcal17 .tated otherwi8e In the 
advertisement. 
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CONFEDERATE COLUMN 
By AUGUST DIETZ 

An Outstanding Confederate Piece 

Confederate Wrapper dated March 21, 1862, a unique piece, as described in the accom­
panying story. 

II TRULY, an exhibition piece!" 
remarked a collector to whom 

I showed the wrapper with its un­
usual frankature here illustrated. And 
it is just that, aside from its strip­
of-five light blue Paterson tens and 
its magnificent single two-cent green. 
It is outstanding in many ways .... 

I have seen quite a number of 
Confederate covers with multiple­
rate letter postage. The greater 
number were official size envelopes 
used in the mailing of court docu­
ments, while others were of that 
blockade-rate required on Trans­
Mississippi mailing, but this is the 
first wrapper with a high printed 
matter-rate postage that I have ever 
seen. 

I am sure there were many during 
the war years, but stamp collecti, g 
had not come to the Confederacy and 
wrappers-unlike letters-were not 
preserved, at least not for the stamps 
that were on them. I consider the 
survival of this wrapper most re­
markable. 

It represents, too, an item of real 
postal history, in that it bears in­
dubitable evidence of the two cents 
per ounce package-rate in the Con­
federacy in 1862. 

A careful examination of the post­
mark reveals the date to be March 
21, 1862-significant in that it places 
early use of the two-cent green. 

The combination of ten-cent blues 
and a two-cent green is unique-and 
fortunate in this instance, in that the 
scarcer denominations were used. 

The excellent condition of the ma­
terial may be readily noted from the 
illustration - more remarkable be­
cause, unlike an envelope, the wrap­
ping paper was exposed to greater 
dangers of wear and wrinkling and 
tear-all of which, by good fortune, 
it escaped. 

But let us take a look at the object 
itself. The cut-out measures 714 x 
4 inches. It is of gray-brown strong 
wrapping paper. The strip of Pater­
son tens are of the light blue shade, 
while the two-cent is in a deep green 
and perfectly margined. A manu­
script notation in the lower left reads 
"26 oz." and the stamps amount to 
52 cents, an amount that cannot be 
reconciled with the prevailing letter 
rates. 

Addressed to Rev. Luther H. Wil­
son, Madisonville, Monroe Co., 
Tenn., it is quite probable that the 
printed matter it enfolded consisted 
of some religious publication emanat­
ing from Richmond, the home of 
several denominational papers during 
the W"ar Between the States, and that 
the Pastor distributed this number 
among his subscribing parishioners­
which would account for the weight. 

Regarding the history of this wrap­
per, I am informed by the owner, Dr. 
Zaven M. Seron of Tampa, Florida, 
that it was the outstanding piece in 
a find of a small batch of war-time 
correspondence. In order to make 
the object more attractive, the Doc­
tor has removed the uneven surplus 
of the original wrapper, trimming it 
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to the present size, but with care to 
preserve the complete addressing and 
the weight notation. In his letter to 
me, submitting it for inspection, he 
lays particular emphasis on the fact 
that it is not a cover, but a wrapper. 

Accustomed as I am to being shown 
fine and unusual Confederate objects, 
this piece impressed me as being 
greatly out of "the usual run of th6. 
mine," and that the Doctor must, at 
least, share this showing with the 
readers of STAMPS. 

* * * 
Note 

Since writing the foregoing, ''and 
stressing the scarcity of such surviv­
ing wrappers with printed. matter­
rate frankatures, Lawrence L. Shen­
field informs me: " * * * I happen 
to have several newspaper wrappers 
and there is in existence a block of 
12 of the 2c red used on a wrapper 
and paying the 12-oz. rate." 

It would be interesting to collectors 
of Confederates to see a grouping of 
these rare objects illustrated and 
storied in STAMPS. 

.. 
MAY 3rd AUCTION 

Medium Priced U. S~ 1893 to Date 
in Remarkably Fine Condition 

Unused - Singles - Blocks - Position. 

I offer the following Used Airmails: 

U. S. 66c Graf Zepp ............. .. $4.26 
$1.30 Graf Zepp. . ..... ....... . 9.50 
$2 .60 Graf Zepp ............... 17.00 

Set-$27.00 

J. J. KLEMANN, JR. 
68 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 

ORDER IT TODAY! 

If you meant to answer last week's ad 
(outside back cover) but forgot ..• don't 
delay . . . get out your CO!))' of April 19 
STAMPS right now and ser<l your order. 

Don ' t forget to include a $1. in yoWl 
remittance for the "588" Variety Packet 
which is guaranteed to please you as it 
has thousands of others! 

FREE: COLLECTORS HANDBOOK 

ELMER R LONG 203 MARKET S1.. 
• HARRISBURG. PA . 

Membership in your local 
Stamp Club will make your 
hobby more interesting. 
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bl./ J Murral./ Bartels 

Address communica tions to J . M. Bartels. 

17 J"hn St .. New York, N. Y . 

A FTER many active years in 
the stamp business, it is quite 

fascinating to look back nearly half 
a century and note features of the 
stamp business in those early days. 

My firm was founded in N ovem­
ber, 1892, with a cousin, Thomas 
Semmes, in Alexandria, Va. He had 
accumulated a large stock, mostly of 
common U. S. stamps of the period, 
having conducted a stamp business 
for several years with his brother-in­
law, Gilbert Bastable, and later with 
Frank Lambert under the firm name 
of Semmes & Lambert, at Alexandria, 
Va. Thomas Semmes, now a retired 
clergyman, resides at Richmond, 
Va., enjoying good health at 80. 

The writer had returned from Eu­
rope in 1892 where he had acquired 
extensive philatelic connections dur­
ing prolonged stays in England and 
Germany. Equipped with a sub­
stantial stock of U. S. wholesale 
material, an extensive advertising 
campaign in European stamp papers 
soon overwhelmed us with orders. 
Most of the larger firms were among 
our clientele such as J. B. Moens, 
Brussels; Sent Bros., Leipzig; W. S. 
Lincoln, London; Paul Gewelke, B.er­
lin; G. Lublin, Berlin; E. Petrzts, 
Dresden; Schneebi, 'Zurich; Henry 
Heller, Berne; F. A. Hoffmann, 
Paris; Ad. Lohmann, Hamburg; 
Ferd. Redwits, Stuttgart; Wm. 
Brown, Salisbury, and many others. 

Very sooo, on January 1, 1893, the 
great Columbians were issued and 
this first beautiful commemorative 
pictorial set was naturally in enorm­
ous -demand. It was not difficult to 
get very large quantities of the lc and 
2c, denominations, 3-10c were natur­
ally far more difficult though many 
orders per 100 of the latter were 
promptly filled. The 3c and 6c were 
s'carce but worth face when used and 
quite frequently these values were 
placed on self addressed mail to se­
cure enough to complete sets to 10c, 
but used values above 10c were rarely 
obtainable through regular sources. 

Recently one of our old record 
books beginning with April, 1893, has 
come to light again, giving in detail 
wholesale prices and quantities sup­
plied during the following two years. 
It should be born~ in mind that in 

those days there was no such thing 
as distinctions between Nationals, 
Continentals, Americans or Re-en­
graved printings. For instance, a 3c 
green would be either ungrilled or 
grilled. No types of the 1851-57-1c 
were listed, all were sold at the same 
price, pairs, strips and blocks were 
priced as singles, etc. 

Here is a selection of interesting 
figures copied from orders filled in 
1893-95: The 1847, 5c were bring­
ing 35c; the 10c, $3.25, on cover, 
$3.50; 1851, 1c we sold at $1.50 per 
1 0; the 3c many un picked thousands 
at $1 per 100; the 1857, 3c at $5.50 
per 1,000. Others as follows per 
hundred: 1861-3c-25c, grilled $1; 
1863-2c, $2; 1869-2c (per 10) 
50c, 3c-90c; 1870-82, 1c-10c, 2c-
50c, 3c-75c (per 1,000), 6c-1c 
each, 10c-30c per 100; 1875, 2c 
vermilion 15c per 100, 5c Taylor 15c 
per 10; 1883, 4c green 50c; 1887-88, 
1c-4c, 2c green (per 10,000)­
$1.50, 4c carmine-$1.25 per 100, 5c 
blue 50c; 1890 per 100, 3c-80c, 4c-
25c, 5c-20c, 6c-$4, 10c-20c, 15e 
-$4, 30c-$3. 

The Columbians were in enormous 
demand, the records show single or­
ders filled: 5,000, 1c-$15; 2c, 15,-
000, $13.50; 2c cut squares per 10,-
000, $30; other values per 100: 3c­
$2, 4c-$4.50, 5c-$2.50, 6c-$6, 8c 
-$4.75, 10c-$2.50. Issue 1894/-
95, 10c (sold to N. E. Carter) 5,200 
for $9.90. Numerous orders were 
for a combination at $17.50; 10,000 
each of 3c green, 1883-2c, 1887-
2c, 1890--1, 2c, 1893-2c, 1887 cut 
squares 2c green, a total of 70,000 
stamps, all were filled. 

Sales made of Confederate States: 
1861, 10c blue on covers $7.50 per 
10, 5c green on covers 40 for $13.60, 
10c on cover $3, 2c green on cover 
$3, five on same cover $11. 

Apr I 26, 1941 Stamps 

FULL MARKET _____ ""I 

.------PRICE PAID 

Prompt action if you wish to sell 

your collection - large or smalL 

SOUVENIR SHEETS 
Russia, New Discovery, Miniature Sheet, 
1st Philatelic Exhib. in Moscow 1932 
Scott l:485· 486 (lx4) ImperL ... $30.00 

WANTED 

Miniature Sheets Cancelled, or on 1st day 
covers. Submit collections, or acaumula· 
tions at your lowest price, for immediate 
cash. 

I. J. WEINSTOCK 
New Yo<k, N. Y. 

SPECIAL BUILT FIREPROOF 
SAFES AND CABINETS 

For Stamp and Coin 
Collections 

TAMMI SAFE & VAULT CO. 
22M S. Klnnlcklnnle Ave., lIlllwaukee, Wla. 

By Securing th. Servlc.. of the 
Phllatell. Research Laboratorleo. Ino. 

PARKE·BERNET GALLERIES, tNC. 
Americ.'. Leadtng AucUon Gall.rI .. oa.r \lll8QuaUed 
faclllU.. for th. dlljlOlal of Important phll&teJ1. 
propertle •• 

For Termll and Desirable Datu, Addre .. 
PARKE·BERNET GALLERIES. INC. 

30 East 57th St. N.w York, N. Y. 

U. S. MIXTURE BARGAIl'( 
$5.00 Am.rlca-$2.00 C.pllol--t>lu. famou. Am.ri· 
eana. precancel., commema., duel, coU., 111 .... 
paira. old and new l81uea, 16c all IPec.. 161 IPM. 
delivery. hleb .. Iu. p< .... ~00 to 800 .ta_ 10 
the lot.-only 51. 00 per lot postpaid. 

My BUllaln Lim Sent Poot&a. lJ'r ... 
Write for them today. S._P.ck._.U ....... 
H. TYNES, Bol: 261, E. St. Loau, m. 

STAMP COLLECTORS ATLAS 
This atlas is a great contrtbntion to phi· 
lately. There are many place name. oa 
stam"" which no longer appear in the or­
dinary atlas. The map. of tlliA atlu ahow 
every past and preeent st .... p I.sum. 
country or place. Completely In~d. Wu 
$.25. NOW-15 ... 

LINDQUIST PUBLICATIONS 
2 Weat 46th "t. New York. N. Y. 

Send for our SO-page illustrated catalog, "United· States Stamps, 
U. S. Possessions & British North America". Complete except for 
great rarities! Lowest prices! An invaluable check list and depend­
able source of supply. Large illustrated "Catalog of Foreign Stamps" 
also included. Both catalogs free on request. 

H. E. HARRIS Ii> CO., 7S Transit Building, BOSTON, MASS. 

INTERESTING SHEETS ONLY MINT 

BELGIUM-#B179-CHARLEROI YOUTH EXHIBITION-With Town Hall and BeUry .. $.05 
GERMANY-#B91·B92-OLYMPIC GAMES SHEET&--Two attractive Block·of·rour sheet. .69 
HUNGARY-#B113-FLOOD RELIEF-Charity Sheet for Flood victims.............. .65 
LIECHTENSTEIN-#Bl4-POSTAL MUSEUM-Imperforate Block·of·four Sheet ...... 1.06 
LUXEMBOURG-#217-ANNIVERSARY SHEET-With sPecial commemorative cachet.. .86 
POLAND--#B29·B30-WARSAW PHILATELIC SHEET&--Perforate and Imperforate .... 2.35 
POLAND--:tB31-STRATOSPHERE BALLOON SHEET-Well designed picture Sheet... .75 
PORTUGAL--#B1-LEGION COMMEMORATIVE SHEET-With block·of-eight stamps.. .75 
PORTUGAL--CENTENARY OF THE POSTAGE STAMP SHEET-With Sir Rowland Hill .76 
RUMANIA-IRON GUARD SHEET-Diminutive Sheet with Vasile Marin and Ion Mota. 2.55 
TURKEl'Y-#841-KEMAL ATATURK COMMEMORATIVEl--100ku blue black portrait •• 1.211 

THE HOME OF THE POSTAGE STAMP 

J. Avery Well. 
BOX 30, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 

Telephone HAvemeyer 4·2202 J. Vau Kirk Wella 
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Photograph of the recently discovered unique Nashville Provisional surcharged 10 
over PAID 5 in blue on Confederate 11 star patriotic cover which was sold at Public 
Auction on May 61h for $135.00 by the Ohlman Galleries, 116 Nassau Street, New York 
City. 
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The Providence 
Postmaster Find 

E. Tudor Gross in sending a letter 
concerning the "Providence Find" writes 
in part:-

"As you know, Mr. A. B. Slater in 
1930 wrote a monograph on the Provi­
dence Postmaster Stamp and has given 
us a very complete history of all the de­
tails connected with it. I very much re­
gret that when he was preparing his arti­
cle I did not send him the enclosed letter, 
as I am sure he would have wished to in­
corporate it in his article. As a Provi­
dence man, I was naturally interested in 
the Providence Postmaster Stamp put 
out ill 1846 from this city and happened 
to know Mr. Henry B. Hagan, the son 
of John Hagan, one of the three letter 
carriers of Providence in 1846. For many 
years, local collectors had heard various 
stories about the so-called 'Hagan find'. 
These were greatly exaggerated and some 
rather fantastic. As a result, I asked Mr. 
Hagan one day to tell me what he knew 
about the find, although it happened be­
fore he was born. He told me what is 
contained in his letter of May 21, 1924, 
and I asked him to put it in writing so 
that I might keep it as a record. This 
letter I have had in my secretary ever 
since and only ran across it the other 
day when I was doing a bit of cleaning. 

I know of no one living who is better 
able to tell the facts than Mr. Henry B. 
Hagan, and I thought your readers might 
be interested in what he had written, even 
if it was seventeen years ago. I think 
perhaps when I get this letter back from 
you I will turn it over to the Rhode Is­
land Historical Society to be kept with 
the Slater book." 

May 21, 1924. 
E. TUDOR GROSS, ESQ. 

Providence, R. 1. 

jl1 y dear ill r. Gross: 
In relation to and confirming our re­

cent conversation about Providence Post­
age Stamps, original issue, I will say that 
I very much regret that the story was 
ever published with such exaggeration as 
to fi nding of a lot of these stamps by the 
late John Hagan, my father, and one of 
the first letter carriers of our city: 

I don't know who is responsible for 
the fanciful story of these stamps being 
used by his children, to paper the walls 
of a room, but I do know it is preposter­
ous, absurd and a joke. As near as I can 
recall hearing my mother tell of it, for 
it all happened before I was born, the 
real facts are these: 

When it was decided to discontinue 
their use, the janitor was instructed to 
burn up the supply on hand, and when 
about to throw them into the furnace, my 
father picked up a few sheets (and not 
bundles as reported) and said he would 
take them home for the children to play 
with. Later as my mother saw the chil­
dren putting some on a tree-box in front 
of the house, took charge of the rest and 
put them away saying that some day these 
may be valuable and in later years and 
after my father's death she dealt out a 

U. S. RARITY #499c 
2c 1917 is lie imperforate horizontally 
(Catalogues S400 in a pair). A fortunate 
purchase enables us to offer these. show­
ing "blind perforations" tbrough mid­
dle of bottom stamp. priced at 
Per pail' . . . $2.00 Per block .. , $4.00 

B e smart, Ol'deL' at once. Our SUP1)ly 
of these, thro ugh previous advertising, 
is rapidly diminishing. 

A RUMARK COMPANY 
~ 116 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 

~ ..................................... ~ 
• NEW ISSUES ~ 
.. Bulgaria. May 1st ovpt.. pict. (6) $1.25 ~ 
r ChiJH~, 3c & 10c Sun Yat Seu (2) .03 ~ 
.. Kansu ovpt. 3c on 5c .. . . (2) .2() ~ 
r Hunnau ovpt. 3c 0 .. 5c .. (2) .2() ~ 
.. Provisional 3c red ovpt . .. (1) .12 ~ 
r Airmails. re-engraved . .. (3) .15 ~ 
.. Czecho,Bohcmia semi-postal prs. (2) .35 ~ 
r :Fm.nce ;\IarN·hal se 'i-oostals (2) .55 ~ 
.. 5O/75c.50/80c. ' ". n~pts . (3) .15 ~ 
r I relaJld , 25tb anniv· . s. (2) .18 ~ 
• ltaJy,new IIitler-M Jlets.(3) .15 . 

Postage Extra on c Jers Under $1.00. 
• Remittances in Postage, 100/0 Extra. ~ 
• DOWNTOWN STAMP COMPANY • . 95 Bank Street A Newark, N . J . • 

...................... JI. .................... ~ 

few to my older brothers to sell for what­
ever they could get. I am of the opinion 
and firmly believe that sixty sheets in all 
would cover the enti re lot. 

Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) H. B. HAGAN. 

(The Slater booklet was reviewed in 
MEKEEL'S, August 25. J 930, Issue by 
Philip H. Ward, Jr.-ED.) 
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Unique tonfederate Provisional 
One of the most unusual Con· 

federate Provisional Covers ever 
known has been found in Texas. 

The cover, in the possession of 
a Southern family since the 
Civil War, was given to the 
present owner by a great aunt 
who is a daughter of the "John 
Smith" referred to on the en· 
velope . 

cir. It is a patriotic cover, bearing 
ck. in colors an eleven-star Confed­
nd erate flag together with the 5c 
n. Nashville, Tenn., handstamped 

provisional, postmarked July 2, 
'r 1861. This provisional, Scott's 
1 No. 61XU3 (Dietz -rypc 3), has 

an additional blu!'! surcharge 
"10" over the "Paid 5." 

The item was sent to August 
Dietz of Richmond, Va. emi· 
nent authority on Confederate 
stamps, who described it as "an 
outstanding example" of a hand· 
stamped provisional and an ex­
ceptionally fine item. He stated 
that it might almost be called 
a "Double Provisional." After 
endorsing the rarity, Dietz an­
nounced that it would appear in 
the next Confederate catalogue. 

The cover will be sold at Pub­
liCXuchon on Mat 6 by the 
Ohlman Galleries, 16 Nassau 

S :#8~4".. . 



e ort to: 

~ubject: 

COpy 

fa Y i. 

t. 
ave:" Conn. 

1 69 30( cott 121 used on 0 el cov r fro Pbiladelph~a 
to fA.l:'is. 

'l"stion: ,as t' is Eta.p genuinely used on V'''i£ cov r? 

'e feries cf oto 'Y'arhs A.cco ... panyin rel")or '1 1 rovide the a .. s er 
to ,re q~eetion above. 

P otos 1846 'nO. 18 7 Q re 0 'e.. :'na('y re'co 'd i80 !;ur s of t'1e ror.t a d 
bECk of tIe Cove~. 

hotos 1848 and 1811 £ s .... ow R. cleA.: d.ifference b tween t"le irtk of' tl:e 
c rce:I.IA.t ion where it ap ears on ~he S 1: .1p 8.nd r .... l i. t qrpea "s on the 
co\/' r. T; s poOnt is r18. Ie ore clear in oto 134.8, ~lhich is an 
enl&rgement of tre upp;r (,o,-,ht corner of tre cover sowing al: or-t­
r.1'" ("es and cancell '!;ions. It vri 11 be Doted in this ""oto ronI1- tl'l' the 
i..nk of the IlU I'ess is disti ..... ctly over the red II e' York'! ~o~t ."rk. 
rr let~ ring in t is '1'')0. tmllr' is irreg111ar, y ~ it i~ of g,n oven 
ir ensi ty t'l-trOUf,hO'lt. 

1'1': r i8 still 8.~p rent in hoto 1852B wh:'ch 'as t ken 'ith q vi-:nv to 
e r:hasizin the red in the picture and weakenine the blue. ')to 1849 
war aren "1

0 th a vl~' to t'e opposi~e effect, thqt of i~tensifyin; the 
b:ue a~d weakenin the red. 

ro 1 Photo 1848 it s101.l10. 9.1so oe Ilpparent th9. .... l~e Phtlade1r:' ia post-
.e' is OVf r tne 'rvnch racket cancel'" tion. A dist °nct doubl in'" o~ 

the 1'rar e 01: t}-lis p".cket cllneell tion is noted botr at top Il-:nd otto r •• 
1 " i ht JOl b1J ~ is o.-iced:n t:re "f" o~ "6~" lut ot on a sin le 
o u cf ~he ott, '1 tt rs. 

ilc the rnte o"ll e correct fo(' a letter ei"'1-:'n lore tl,ar. a fourth 
o n ounce, the transi'!; ILa "'k:::: and receivin." po tmark are within 
co rect li~its of use. T d" in i~self w~lld .o~ validate the cover in 
vie l of the otte~ factr ~r€se~~ec.., 9.11 of wltch show tbat t is ~ta ~ 
1J as ounted on a '..>lrcnk envelope. It was "tied" by brush worh. and 
t le pOE~ a ..... ks C.rawn or lainted in. 

On \~-ist..a: exallinatLm throur.,h the cover th'1re ;r even t' e a eara lce 
o! a sli~ht ~hinnLn near ttc top of ~te sap, thou c nrtural:y t .... is 
cOlld 0 ~e c'I]'lfir ad without roe.ovir the ~tq p fr0u the co "'r. 

esp8ctf'1:ly sut, i tted, 

By (s i ned v .... O'L en 
resident. 





Jo-;OITon 

UNITHV STA'rHH Cl-tRONICJ .N PHILIP H. WARD, JR. 

1616 '\T ALNU'J' STREET 

PUILADELPHIA, PAt 

U. S. A. 

arch 7, 1942. 

I went do m to the !ercantile Libr ary yesterday 
and checked over the Philadelphia Directorief: for 1870 
"Jnri 1871. The Directories lffitk put ou ... Gopsil ' s 
street Index an CitJ Cuide, plblished by James Gopsill of 
201 South "'ift\- Street. I c(\ lid .ot f-l I1J ~ny Vest 1'''1 

Hotel in eit.1er, but found five Ctar e"> T. Jones, Ii ·ted 
as follows: 

1 C erk - 618 Sansom. 
2 rickl yer - • Broad Street. 
3 Fqrmer - Ridge ~venue. 
4 PreSident - 131 S. 5th. 
5 Sav.maker - 108 Otter. 

~ I am. goit'''' to +ry and get to the Historical Society 
. week and see ! f they can throw any information on he 

subject . 

phw. jr/1. 

Sincerely ~ • 

To-
-,fr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
43L outh Grand Ave., 
Ft. Thomas , Ky. 

C A.DJ..E ADDRB8~ 

"'VARD," PHILADHLPUI", 

TBLBPUONU 



COPY 

Re ort to: Ha ry B. Keffer, Esq. 
Elm ~t . 
'" e ... ·1 Haven, Conn. 

Subject: 1869 30¢ Scott #121 used en hotel cover from Philadelphia 
to Paris . ~ 

(u stIon: Vas this stamp genuinely used on t is cover? 

Tbe series of photocraphs accompanying report will provide the a s'er 
to he que tion bove . 

hotos 1846 and lSJ;:7 ar'e ordinary record pictures of the front and 
ack of the cover . 

Photo~ 1848 and 18~9 "'hc~ a clear difforence; bet~eeil the ink of the 
cancellation .here it appears on the stamp and where it appears n t he 

over . T i..> potnt 1s ml de rr.ore clear in Ppoto 1848, 1hich is an 
enlar ment of the upper 1" Lght corner of the cO-ver .3ho iring all post­
Yl'la'r'ks and cancell tiorl co • It ill be noted in this photograph that the 
ink of the andress is distinctly over the r d !I ... e York II po tmark. 
The lett ring in t s postmark i irregular , yet it is of an even 
invensity throughout . 

This is ~ttll apparent in P loto l852B which v"as taken "'vi th a vie'1 to 
emphas zin the red ~n t_e picture and ~eakening th blue . Phot 1849 
wa t 1 en ,,"ith a view to the opposite effect , that of intensifying t he 
blue and weakening the red . 

From Photo 1848 it hould Iso be appa~ nt tp~t the Plltladelphia pos t ­
mark is over the French packet cancellation. A distinct doubling of 
the fr e of thi~ packet cancellation is noted bot~ at top und bottom. 
A slight d01 bl L_ is noticed in the If 6" of tl6E" but not in a S._" _gle 
one of the oth~r 1 tters . 

While the rate "{ould be correct foT' a letter eighing more than a f ourth 
of an ounce , t e tra __ slt marks end receiving postme.rk are dthin 
correct limits of use . This i itself would not validate the cover in 
vie~ of the othe facts presented, all 0_ .hlch sho. that this stru. p 
was ounted a ble.nk envelope. t was 'tied" by brush lork and 
the ~ost rks dra m or pairLted in . 

On visual x 1nat· on t - ough the COVvl" there is vel he appearar-~ 
of a light thiIUling near the top of the s amp, though naturally tlis 
O'o"ld not b confirmed 'Nithout re .ovin the stronp from tho cover . 

Respectfully submitted, 

PHILATELIC RES ARCH LABORATORIEc , INC. 

By (signe' I Y. Souren 
Pre ident . 







EDITOR 

UNITED STATES CUnONICLB 

uMEKF.EI .. 'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS" 

STAMP BDITOR 

u FilT • NICDOLAS MAGAZINE" 

Dear stpn: 

PllILIP II. WARD, JR. 

1616 ",. AI.NUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

U. S. A. 
March 10, 1942 

CADLE ADDRESS 

"WARD," PUILADBLPDIA 

TELEPDONB 

PENNYPACKER 323T 

I have h d the records of ~he His+oricql Society of enns lvania checke nd 
fi.d that there was no fest Fnd Ho+pl liRted in Phi ~rtel,hia in IB70. The irst 
;.l"ectory tlat liC'u such a . otel i s 113 77 ar J ~t th n + l/"'1P it "me:. IMs,ted at: 1526 

Chestnlt ~trcet ~ d the proprietor ~~s: Conn~r T. Jones . The ~ Directory ~lves 
the name of a similar hote, ocated at: 505 South 2 ,( .d C::treet, wnich was operated 
by: Christian G. ,1 'fr.e e. I (l "not. nUl, i1' t 's is t 1& s .le hotel tllc1.t move or not. 
Thp p .rly directories from 1~69 to lS76 0 not even mention suc a hotel. 

phVl. j r Ih.m.l. 

To-
r. C::t~lley p. Achbrook, 

434 South Gl"q~ ven~e, 

Fort Thom::1s , 
Kentuc • 

• 



·Ir . Robert C. Hooghkirk , 
I'cgeuood s't p Co ., 

::LIford, Conn . 

e'" r . Roogl1}~irl{: 

434 South Gr~~d 've., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

Feb. 23 , 1942 .. 

Re errinG to the 301 18 cove r ;hlch you e:~t ~e 
for n 0 inion _n _uguct 1940 . I f convinced 
that my opinion at that time -as partly in orror, 
and that the 30¢ 1869 did not originate on this 
cove r . 

:r tloink tha~; th re is no doubt "ou.t :vhat thE) three 
po::::tmarks 0'1 tile face a.re enuine , except U ... · t 
possibly au altera.;ion may ave been made in tho 
yoar: date of the ... 11"ench marking . In all pro !;,bl1ity 
the date of use of this cover w' s lato~ than 1'70 
and that the 30¢ st _p 'las sU",::ltituted for the 0110 
wh' ch :'a3 ori giLall on tho cover . ty suspicion is 
that tho original sta~p ;!S a 10¢ National . 

I sl 1cerel - regret -'-:hat y conclusions i ...... 7 fOl'msr 
le~tEL ~'ere undo btedly in error , and I t :1e:~efore 
enclose lr'..y check for 2 . 00 In _ ctu:. .... n fo:!. ... tbe fee I 
cb -rged . 

.. 



EDGEWOOD STAMP COMPANY 

ROBERT C. HOOGHKIRK 

1 r . Stanley B . ,J, shbrook , 
434 tiouth 'rand .. venue , 
..!lort ~homn s , Kentucky . 

~ear llr . shbrook : 

ESTABLISHED 1900 

MILFORD. CONNECTICUT 
. .J rC'l ") , 1 9: hJ . 

Your letter dated 2ebr uary 26ra at hand . Ie return your 
che ck herein since it wa s our underst anding t;ha t yom' fee was for 
examining and not or declerint:S the item ~enuine. '[old you care to 
tell us on vlhat basi s you have formed your opinion thct the "Or} 1869 
did no t originate on this cover? ,rjgj nally the Vlr:i ter had this in 
rnjnd but the most careful eX8mination could not detect thnt the stamp 
ha d be en chan:ed . 'Ie assume tha t you photographed the it em and had 
the photo for reference hen you chsnged your aecimon . Ur..derstand 
in thi:s I 8m not attempting to ar-;ue the rrotter but am simply inter­
ested to find out just what tne sitUBti on is that \lonld cause ;,rou to 
change yom'" mim . InCidentally , do you taice on the examination of 
any forei fl;r1 items - e srly £ri t i sh Uor th me ri CS, et c . ? ill be jla d 
to he 

Rv r: 
r from you D.len convenient . 

Sincerely, If. C ... 



434 South Grand Ave . ! 
Fort Thomas , Kyv 

Feb . 23 , 1942 . 

Nr . arry B. Keffer , 
15 Broadway , 
New Raven, Conn . 

Dear Harry: 

Yours of the 18th received. I think that about all that can be 
~ id of Souren ' s report is that the p otographs are very goo_ . 
In short his opir!iol1 is th t sO._.eone took a blank fI Mest End 
Rotel ll envelope , pu a c nceled 30¢ on the cover , painted the 
tic and "drew 01'" painted" in the postma ks . As evidence of the 
1 tter, he states t'_ t t!1.0 red N. Y, postmark is over pen lines 
of t e addres' and t e Philadelphia is over the French. Consider 
t ·s . Pere is a pOint which is very de eiving in examining covers . 
A thi ' eshed line lIill always look like it is under a heav ier 
dr ... ··rn li!'le . ry opinion is th t the e~ York and }rench postmarks 
Ul'Q gonulne and doubtless the Philadelphia mar' ing i also genuine . 
If so, the 'I Yo k w C! not put on over the addre s and the 
Philadelphia I s not put over the F ench. l'tiy guess is tha. t '::;he year • 
dates 1 I'e a1 tared. I th n the fiO" of It70" was changed from a 
latter date possibly "73" or" C7ven "'76 . " Note hoy much heavier the 
"Oil is than the "7" and bow much larger (?) it is . 

A partial pI'oof l;hat the yer.r of use was not 1870, I find that 
there was no sailing of a F--'cnch packet from New York on August 5 , 
1870. TheyFrench sailings were t-.ice a month: 

S . Q. Pereire - - July 9 
S . S. Lafaye t te - July 23 
S . S . "1.1le De Paris Aug . 6 
S . S. St . Laurent - ug . 20 

I think you will 'ind that tiug . 5 , 1870 fell on T· ,ciday, and this as 
a.n off day , as no ail packets dep rted on -'ridays . I 1 aven ' t a list 
of saiIi.gs for 1871, but it 1s quite po sible that t~is use was 
1871 , and that ug . 5 fell on a sat raay in 1871 a..."'ld further that 
French mail packev sailed on that dute . Could you drop over to 
Yale ane. look th u the re: York ne spapers of ilug1:.st 1871 and check 
me on the above? Also you mi ht check me on the above 1870 sailin s . 

On econd t hought I am more inclined to b .1ieve that this use was 
dctually 1871 l~ the New York postmark doesn ' t show as much wea as 
do strikes of th s m ~king in 1873 and later . If Souren thinks this 

arking i.s a f ke , h is just plain nuts . It is exactly the '8I!le 
marking as Rust sale r2l59 and no one would say 2~59 is a painted or 
dra m in marking. ! believe that a 10~ 1lational was l'e~ oved and the 
30¢ substituted, and the u~e as 1871 . hy should Zareski d aw or 
paint postrearks when it 1s not necessa~y . 

lote that "70 ft altain. Note the vertical line chru t'he fake tI O. II Is 
this line a tr~ce of the fo'''", er "l?" 

In a fa. days ~ ' ll have the dope on the "est .l!,nr:l .. otel at Philadelphia 
and whether or not that fle . T. Jones n ms the proprietor i:1 1870. 
Doubtl S8 this will prove very little . 



#2 . 

Mr . Ha ry B. Keffer , Feb . 23 , 1942. 

Yes, th lO¢ grill cover could easily be changed by a crook to 
an 1869 issue cover , but v.hy a 10¢ 1869, why not a 15¢ or a sot? 
How many collectors knOVoT that "Che rate was onlS' 10¢, by direct 
st eame~ to Pl~ssia in Jan. l870? 

Ezra showed me the l5¢ 1867 cover and I made a p oto of it as 
i t was an excellent example of the class of covers on hich 
substitutions ara made . Every marking on this cover would be O. K. 
f or a l5¢ 1869 cover and if the fake~ as greedy he could use a 
30~ instead of a l5¢ and few· 'auld knoH that the "6 11 in the Boston 
meant 15¢ rate instead of a 30¢ rate . 

Regarding Tows . My only interest in Hawaii is in U . S . Ha~aii rates 
and covers . I had in mlnd getting in touch with omeone who lad 
made a study of the subject , because I have done q ~te a bit along 
this line myself . Spence Anderson showed me several covers 11th 
3¢' greenE> and they were contrary to usual uses . Spence infor~ cd me 
l ater he had s old the covers to TO~1s . I wndered if he had seen 
simIlar uses and vas ferailier with such items . Perhaps we could 
swap lueas . That is what I had in mind. I wrote OITS a~d mentioned 
t _e cover . In reply he sated that he ovId be glad to lunch 
wi th me the next time I was in New or·k . 

H ry it is possible Richey , ght be inte~ested in any of the 
Bn ai covel'S that you have unsold. If you ce.re to send so e out to 
me, I'll be only tooglad to submit them to ti n. 

Regar ding the photographs . That certainly 1s fine nd I 'll take 
good care of them and greatly appreciate your kindness . They are 
excellent reference nnteria.l . 

1'he ide occurred to me that you might know of someone who has a little 
time and 'ould go thru the l8?1 file of New YOT'k neVlspapers and 
compile a list of the sailings for the Research Group. ~avurally . 
w Hill pay for su ,h lJlOrk. I vrantoa. to see if thor/"} ere ny ne s 
items or lotices regarding rateR of postage to Prance _n 1870 and had 
a f?earch.made of tne files at tho Ne1l. York Library covel"ing period 
Dec . 1869 to Sept . 1870 cut failed to turn up a:ny 1.nformat':'on. 

Wb.enever you Wl1Jl"G to join 01..1r 1 ittle Group just let me kno'l . Ie will 
be only too glad to huve you ~th us . In he next Bulletin I viII 
:J.nclude some data on the 1870 sailings . 

Please keep tho enclosed photo so you won ' t forget t e Nev York post ­
mark, also take a look at th's lot in the sale . 
~. 

Yours etc., 



, 

Mr . Harry B. Kerfer , 
15 Broadway, 
New Haven~ Conn. 

Dear Harry: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

F~b . 16, 1942. 

Referring to that 30~ 1869 cover submitted to me by the 
Edgewood Stamp Co. of Milford" Conn. J" I am enclosing you a 
photo of a cover which 1s Lot 2159 in the cOming Rust sale 
on Feb . 24th. I think this has the srune red "New York" 
postmark that was on the 30~ cover . You will note the date 
of the Rust cover is March 1876. It 1s a wobbly loo~ing 
circle and it looks much older on the Rust cover than the 
strike on the 30t cover . I located a Dot 1869 cover in a 
prominent collection which was supposed to be used on Mar. 1 , 
1870 and strange to state, this Rust cover 1s also "Mar.!" and 
~Llarking is-an e~act duplicate or the one supposea to be 
used in 1870, wear and all. I have a suspiCion that the 30t 
Mar . 1, 1870 cover Was a later use ~~obably in 1873 or 1874 and 
that originally it had a IO¢, bank note . I don ' t imagine thi;S 
particular handstamp is scarce but I would lilre to see all the 
examples I can locate. Ir yO'l have any covers in stock with 
this marking will you be so kind as to loan them to me? 

One ther thing about the "30¢' Mar. 1, 1870" cover . It was 
from New Orleans and has a po stma.rk read1ng 6 "New Orleans - Feb . 
26 ... 2 P. M. La . " I don ' t ever recall seeing a New Orleans post­
mark with the time or day used so early, I think New Orleans 
didn-t start to use these time or day postmarks until along about 
1875, Do you ever recall seeIng an earlier use? New York, Boston, 
and Philadelphia started the use in the late sixties of the time 
postmarks but I have no record of the exact years . 

As near as I could determine, none of the year dates on the ,lEdge­
wood cover were altered, henoe I think the use must have been in 
Aug . 1870. But at that time we had no treaty with France and 
postage could not be prepaid to French destination in this country 
unless there was some temporary arrangement about which I know 
nothing. I am more suspicious than ever that the 30~ stamp did not 
originate on the cover. but was the use 1870 and what stamp was on 
the cover originally? These are points I intend to clear up. WhY 
was there no French postage due marking? I ' ll appreciate your co­
operation, 

Ezra was here with the Rust sale , and no doubt any local bids 
will be turned over to him to execute. I doubt ir I eould change 
any arrangements at this time but I will certainly bear you in 
mind should occasion arise . 

Cordially yours , 



J.". Bart 18, 
17 John st., 
:Rew York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Bartelsl 

April 11, 1942 

It is :un1'ortunate that not all of the expert oninion that has been 
given on the 24,t' pair has been uniform. You did not inform me who had . 
given opinions on the item 80 it I tread on the toes of an' of m friend6 /:Y. 
it will at least e with)ut malice! stevenson onoe s ~d. in his early , ~ 
work on the grills. "by their footprints you sh 11 know themn an' it is ( _ 
still wise to torm ones opinion tram the grills in question and not fram~ ~ 
t.e op~Di n th~t someone has given on them. ~ ~ 

at least a tlOrt :j. on of ""-_k. 
It is my unbiased opinion that both the ~rills andA the oencellat~on ~~.) 

are £ ~ed . I base my conclusions on the follo.tng observ~t:ons; 

1. I am. unable to note any evidence of t e so-c lIed spiral ettect" 
th t c~n usually be Quite easily seen on any genuine grill and which 
is particulerly easy to deteot in a horizontal pair. The effect can 
be checked by an exmnination of the top and/or bottom horizontal r078~ 

z. I looking at the peir of stamps fro::: the b ok, the rill on the 
stamp which is then the right hand at ~p he. ona of the ch rsoteristics 
that is very often found on fake grills. en tho st ~s are obser~ed 
by holding hem at the proper anrle to direct Ii t. (indirect or 
fluorescent 1ifht is just about· orthle s in the studyin of rills)s 

') 

it can be observed that e. sl1{!ht ridge seems to follo, alo r: the OIlt de 
ad e of the last vert:oal row on the lett Tho mozt c~on f 'ed grills 
seem to be t lose t t have been coming out of· C .1.1 orni in v rio s 
ixtures and bargain r te deals and 11 of tlso h e th s art~c lar 

fault to a mar.ICe degr e. This partlcular Bault on tle G4; pair J.S n 
enougl to con ar~ th ~ in itself but it all adds in to tle final result . 

3. I have otto~observed that faked ~rills qUite often do not seem to 
have br ken the fi br S IlS ell as the genuine in site of t}.:3 fact that 
the - mey a.ppear to the eye to h ~e done a very good job. en these 
fa es are plaoed in benzine the ~rills do not appear to sho ss quiokly 
or s stro ly as tl.e enUlne . Thir p-lr does not respond 88 quic 1 
as a C!1.4 nti ~ of enuine grills th t '-ere tested against th$. 

4. Viewing the st ~ps fram the baok, the grill on tne st~p at the lett 
shows an irregul rit in the grill points that I do not believe ever 
appears on genulne rills. If the stamps re held at an angle to the 
light it can be noted th t the last vertic 1 ro on the right(left stemp) 
is quite irregul r. The second grill point fr . tho hottan' is far out 
of piLoe as it is too r r to the rig" t, end from .. mat oen be observed of 
the eril1 point th t forms the bottoo right hand cornert it is Iso too 
far to t e rl~ht. fiis ettect can be noted in sever 1 oth'r pI ces on 
eloh r the t~o stfl~pS. 



Cn1e~a ou are co 7inaed thet I hare dr wn th r f~t 0 n01usions 
in rog. to this it 1 'old be (,1 d to hare ou tell those experts 
. 0 har e inod tho starn s of my r udil B. erhaps u on olos~ 

exanin t .. OIl thQy e.y Lnd their preriou c e:xa.t:lin t on hal . n too 
h $ ... '1'. If tl e opinio s .vere en on c sual :nspectlon" it is not 
to be onder at th t a e ~ro ei~en s enuine bee se th's is 
n re lly ole~ r job. 

o man know all tho 4_ ",rs or b ts lOC V 11 t .. e tjmA -­

... . r g t or tho ax ert.::;~ e ;:'Z' I:' ,1, 1""~ Ol_~ ~'i 

are ng. t. l' Ke your choice. I C ~ .0.-., ~ ~ ~ 0. K.) 

Gl d to h. e h"',d tho op ortuuit' ot exaruiningt.nis pair. 

tlor 
:..t 

ino rely ours, 



Mr. G. Gilbert , March 20, 1942. 

Question marks indicate figures or letters which are not legible. 
I will be glad to submit the cover if ~·ou wish to examine it . 

Again may I repeat. if my information was in error regarding Mr . McCoy 
I sincerely apologize . However , this 1s of little concern because I am 
not interested in ~cCoy in the slightest degree . It is entirp.ly im­
material to me whether he resigns as editor or continues his office . 

40 , Mr . Gilbert I made no pretense to a knowledge of everything, and re­
gret th~t I gave Y0U that impression. I had in nd that W3 might 
collaborate to the mutual advantage of AEerican Phil~tely on certain 
phases of U. S.-!i'rdnoh rates .. this because I do not claim to lmow e"lery­
thing. thought perhaps such a collabol"ation would perhaps solve cor­
tain p:c>oble!ns for which I ha.ven't the correct answers at prene:lt. 

If I h~ve di~puted ,our theories on our early plates, it is not because I 
wish to perpetuate any errors of the past but solely because I honestly 
believe your theories are wrong and I strongly resent the publicat~on of 
infoI'. atioll \';hlch :i.s cO-:ltrary to esta.blished facts. ! am positive that 
your 8 cater.i.o!1ts can be disproved. 

On the British steel plate 1/27 I was quoting from memory. If' I erred in 
the d nomination of the stamp, it was quite beside the poi _t o The point 
I a~ rulsi~g wns that one of the early Perkins Baeon steel plates yielded 
over a 'million impressions . It is really imr.'t.aterial ,hether it 'lIas the 
Penny .black 0:::' Penny red. T 'ha.t has the eolor ~ black 01"' red to do with <f;he 
assertion I made . I vas not a~are that the Eagl~ and Franklin plates are 
still 1n existence. If they ure, and all I have is your state~ont , then 
it can be pl'oved "IJ heth r or not you are right or wrong. 

Both of these pI tee wore made in 1851 and I lUll positive they vere steel· 
'·'9:C;68; Ho'ever, ii> you can prove othe:..wise, then more p0\-7~r to you, and 

pro' so you I will hULbly apologize to you and make whatover rostitution 
you de n , even to the extent of offering you a public apology a.d ~~ 
thQN.ks for correcting a most important polnt in out' postal history. 

Inasmuch as you are to p~oduce the ,roo~ of your statements , I see no 
reason for the present to continue our argunent as to whethor the To pan 
Carpenter plates were steal or coppe. If you can prove they ware co per I 
or rathe' ca.n pro"'i7e tha.t t.he Franklin and EaGle pl~:iteD W(H'e copper then 
most ,ssuledly it would be very absurd to argue with you . All I can add 
is that I wish you luck .. 

Very tr~ly yours . 



HOTEL GREAT NORT 
118 WEST 57 HERN 
III WEST 56

TH 
STREET 

TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

TELEPHONE CI RCLE 7 -1900 

, 





434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , • 

r . G. Gilbert, 
% Hotel Great Northern, 
118 r,' . 57th ut . t 

New York , d . Y. 

Dear ~r . Gilbert: 

Feb . 5, 1942 . 

eferring to yours letter of the l~t . It 1s true that. the 
. cover illustrated in the Knarp catalogue , Lot 1788, is a 

rather poor illustration but the point I wished to emphasize 
was t s . The rate on this cover was originally l5¢ U. S. 
postage , ot 45¢ as the cover shows . The 30¢ did not 
originate on this cover but was added by some crook . 

Regardless of the French cancelation or how genuinely t appears 
to tie the 30¢ stamp, the postal arkings on this cover clearly 
.' 0_, GO those who can read the , th t the original rate,. as 15¢ 
and not 45¢. If you were familia ~ith the U. S. F e ch postal 
tre·ty in offect at the time , this letter ~as aIled, you would 
·"ealize at a glance wi thout even looking to see what t . ps 'Ivere 
on the co er that the original rate was l5¢. Thus a cover with 
a .~: 12i and 3~ 1869 ·~th the simple addition of a 30i stamp 
is reputed to have sold for ,210.00 a:':ld no doubt the sale was 
avthentic , hence the buyer has a 30¢, l2~ and 3¢ 1869 for rhlch he 
~&id 210. 00 . As a cover , the item is lalueless becau e it is 
not what it was originally. 

I read YOUl' lrticle in the Collectors Club Philatelist but have 
no COUll:lent to ake other than this . '1'he 1847 plates t ,re copper, 
all the Top an , Carpenter. plates of 1851-1857- 1860 w re of steel . 
P rhaps you hardly roalize how far your state ents to the contrary, 
differ with the facts . Regarding the 1847 plates, if you think 

.J there was only one 5¢' plate of 100 subjects and one 10~ plate of 
100 subjects then you ra •. ost certainly wrong, but it vlould be as 
futile to argue on thiB subject as arh"1ling vlith a ~rson v/ho thought 
the world V\as flat . Of course my dear for . Gilbert , it is perhaps 
none of y bus iness what state, ent~ you publish, that is ce~tainly 
your ovm concern, but v/hat disturbs me is the harm that your mis ­
state ents accompJish. 

I ra~her arveled at your reference to the affidavit in r . Luff ' e 
book d I wondered if you thought that our foremost American 
stud nts 'vere not thoroughly familiar with every v. ord in the Luff 

~. book. I am wondering if it occurred to you that Mr . Luff" s book 
as written i n the late 1890's and that in the any years which 

.". ve passed 'chat many of his statements and theories have been proved 
to be wholly in error. 

The a.ffidavlt you Quoted from the Luff book has 
co .. ,ented upon many, ilany tit1cS in the ,orican 
you seem to have ju"t discovered i and to have a 
indeed ~as an actual fact . 

peprinted and 
telic press, yet 

t ed that here 

There ere so many errors and m sstatements of fact in 'Your notes 
on pages 64 n- 65 that I have little doubt that the ~ording under 



112 . 

"1" . G. Gilbert , Feb. 5 , 1942. 

the illustration will be noticed. Perhaps the editor really 
did you a favor when he omitted your na.-ne f'rom the two articles . 
Perhaps many readers will conclude that this was done on purpose 
and that the articles thru error were published in the January 
issue instead of the April issue. 

For any of my remarks which may be misconstrued, may I humbly 
apologize . 

Re,arding other articles you have prepared, may I refer you to my 
good friend ,~r . Harry L. Lindquist of New York . iihenever I feel 
the urge to inflict my writings upon the patience of American 
collectors I appeal to Mr . Lindquist . He is undoubtedly the fore­
most philatelic publisher in America , in fact we have never had his 
equal. In addition, he is a char~~ng gentleman, and one who always 
has his feet on the ground, if you l~low what I mean. So I am sure 
~r. Lindquist can offer you the best of advice and I haven't a 
doubt but what he will be pleased to do so . . 

.~ 

Regarding tl;.e illustration on page 226 (Vol . 1) of my book. I 
suppose you refer to Fig. 19~ . You will note that I stated that 
Plate 3 was made of steel, hence if you wish to use my illustration 
to refute my statement of fact , I fear my dear r. Gilbert , I will 
be forced to refure , because I hardly think it would be exactly fair . 

Regarding your cover from lexico thru New Orleans . Please note the 
cover I illustrated in Vol . 2, page 262 of my book. Here the 10~ 
1855 was canceled in ~l.exico hence was not recognir.ed for any r ayment 
of postage in the U. S. 

Regarding your Ha{aiian cover. naT I inqu1~e if the straight 11ne 
postmark ic as per page 242 . Vol . 2 , tracing "HI! (lower right corner 
of page) in my ~1e cent Book? 

Re - your query about the 3~ rate "Via Overland Hail" from California . 
The rate of 3¢ applied to distances of 3000 miles or less . The 
Overland ] ail Route vas opened in Septe bel" of 1858. The mileage 
from "an Francisco to st . Louis by the Route was 2794 miles , hence a 
letter could be sent from San Francisco by this route up to 3000 miles. 
As there Vias no I, Overla.nd ail Route" prior to 1858,.. this rate was 
actually in effect so far as California meils 'ere concerned from 
Se t . 1858 until July 1 , 1863 . On the latter date 3~ becax9 the 
nation wide domestic rate of a :half ounce letter . 

As ]emphis was one of the terminal of the nOverlandu no doubt your 
cover ent to a southern destLlation thru Memphis instead of ut . Louis. 

Sincerely yours , 
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Mr . G. Gilbert, 
% The Hotel Great Northern, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear ~r . Gilbert: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Feb . 13, 1942. 

Perhaps you misunderstood my remarks regarding cover #1788 
in the second Knapp sale . 

r was not seeking an expert opinion, but merely cited this 
cover, in order to try and find out if you were well informed 
on the meaning of the markings - U. S. and French - on covers 
of the period of 1869- 1870 and 1871. 

What I was discussing more than anything else was the rate , 
and that the rate did not co~respond with the markings . I 
stated that the 30¢ stamp did not originate on this cover, that 
the original rate was l5¢, not 45¢. I wasn't particularly in­
terested in whether the original rate was paid by the l2¢ and 3¢ 
or by a l5¢ Lincoln of 1866 or 1867. Perhaps the original rate 
was paid by one of several combinations of 1861 or 1867 stamps . 
I didn ' t examine the cover itself, but only a photograph, and 
from this it was impossible to form any definite conclusion on the 
l2¢ and 3¢. 

Regarding the meanings of postal markings . I am enclosing a 
photograph which kindly return. This 1s a very simple little 
problem, but oan you explain it? Don ' t bother if you do not oare 
to do so , as I am only inquiring for the purpose of trying to 
ascertain if you possess any knowledge of the sUbjeot . 

Very truly yours , 

.-



,. 

~. 

copy. 

'-'e'o. 18t"l, 19:':.2 

.Jen..:' "r. '.shbrook 

';nclosed :rour 'hoto 

one of the three stamps ever oelon...;ea to "(;''''"is cover. 

Originally there was probably SOll.e U.S. sta.ps frol'} 
Calif. to ' • Y. 

Further, no other sta .. ps w.;re affixed to the COVf3r. 

(rl~red) G.Gilbert 
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I1r . G. Gilbert , 
116 • 57th St ., 
Ne'l York, N. Y. 

Dear r . Gilberti 

3 South Grand Av . , 
Fort Tho a , Ky. 

b . 20, 1 2 . 

I as hoping that you and I ~Ight b· ab1~ · to do 0 e ork 
together on U. S.-French rates , but evid ntly you are not 
well posted on thl subject . ~vldent1y no ore 0 , th n your 
remarks published 1n th Collector Club Ph1lat 11 t . You 
kno , the most azlr thing connected w1th your 1 t 
artiel , 1 not the mis tatement bloh you de, but th 
fact t t an editor cr a magazln of th t nd or t c.c.P. 
ould pub11sh rune . Truly anything can hap en 1n America. No 

doubt r . cCoy has d1ted the la t number or t c.C.P. Th 
1s mighty good t ing but you hould not l' 1 e1 ted over the 
fact that perh p it IQ you ho co t him his job. 

I em returni th photo so tha.t you can to1low my re rks . 

You ¥ re ~'ite right in stating thnt non of the ta p Oll this 
oov r ere ori Inally on the cover , but you w re rong 1n ass~lng 
that there er y U. s . t ps on the cover originally. Th re 
ere no at .pe on the cover from California to ew York . You eee 

my good friend , und r th JO~tQl treaty b t n this country and 
France. prop yment 7a opt1on 1 and the rat s l5¢ per 1/4 oz . 
Under th t eaty th rate was the e. from San Franci co as it 

e. from New York . 

is oover as nt unp 1d d th rate las 15¢. lot 30¢ the 
f aIt d t po ho . 0 doubt you are f m1liar' ;i th th r nch a k1ng 
u8 ft or 8 dec1mes l ch was collected in Nante . !:ere you Q are 
of-the fact that th N York po tmark in black w fin1t proof 
that this lett r s nt unp ld? W re you are of the fact that 
t 10 pootmark 0 1d in eff ct to the Fr nch po tal oft1cl 1 , you a e 
to collect 15t (or 8 decimo ). on this 1 tter nd out of th1 um 
you are to credit us with l2¢. bec use " have d b1ted you this um, 
becau e thi letter 1 s nt to Franco by American Packet t the ex­
pense of the U. S. P. O. h nc e, the U. S. re ent1tled to all that 
you collect exe pt the French dome tic of 3¢ blch you re to 
reta1n under the treaty. 

The blue "lS" in pencil as put on at an Fr ncl co and ndic te 
t~e 1 tter las slngle rate of 1/ oz ., th po t ge du b ing l5¢ 
or a deoime • 

I anted t o find out if you're r 11ia wi th these p01nt • IUl 
very Simple , because I ould 11k to find om Frenchm ~ho did know 

. so eth1ng bout U. S.-French rates and rnarkln ' . It 1 v 17 lnt r-
e ting ubject , I can as ure you . 

S1no rely your , 



.. 

r" • G. Gilbert , 
118 W. 57th t ., 
raw York, N. Y. 

Dear r . Gilbert: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
F01-.t Thomas , Ky. 

Feb . 20 , 1942 . 

was hoping that you and I might be able to do some ork 
together ~n U. v.-French rates , but evidently you are not 
ell pOflted n this subject . Evidently no more so, than your 

re arks published in the Collectors Club Philatelist . You 
know, the most amazing thing connected with your las 
rticle , is not the misstatements '"hich you mada , but the 

fact that an editor of a magazine of tho standing of the C. C. P. 
ould P lbllsh sarna . Truly anyt lLlg can happcn in America. 0 

'ou"t 'r . I cCoy has edited the la~t number o~ tIe C. G. P. This 
is a ml~hty good t in but you should not feel elated ov r the 
fact that perhapo it was you who cost him his job . 

I am returning the pboto so that you can folIo,,' my remarks . 

You vere quite right in stat ng th't none of t e s-ca ps 011 t his 
(" OVGr "i re originally on the cover , but you were wrong in ass lng 
that there ere y U. &. stamps on the cover originally. There 
\ ere no sta.ips on the cover froJ.n California to ew York . You see 
my Bood friend, undel' the IX>stal treaty be l- een thi~ country and 
'1' .ce , prepa ent 7as opt onal and the rate was 15¢ per 1/4 oz . 

Under the treaty the rate ins che ame from San Francisco as it 
val'" from NC"'j York . 

T is cove ... was sent unpaid and 'che re.~o ms l5¢" not 30¢' as the 
J eked '" ta~ ps show. No doubt you e:::>e familiar ". tb the French n rking 
"8! or 8 decimes which tras collected in Nantes . :e1'e you a'lare 
of the fact th t the N w York o~tmark in black as definite proof 
that tl-'is letter 'If/&S ~ nt u.npaid? ere you av:are of the fact that 
this po~~ark said in effect to the French postal offiCials , you are 
to collect l5~ (or 8 decimes), on this letter ~nd out of this sum 
you are to credit us with 12¢, cause e have debited you this sum, 
because t ·s letter is sent to rance by American Packet at the ex­
pense of the U •• P. O. hence Ie , the U. S. are entitled to all that 
you collect except the French domestic of 3¢ which you are to 
retain under the tr"eaty. 

'The blue "15" in pencil as put on at an Francisco and indica-r;ed 
the letter ,ms a s1ngle ra.te o~ 1/4 oz • • the postage due being l5¢ 
or 8 decimes . 

I anted to fin~ out if you v re familia~ ith these po nts, all 
very si pIe , bec se I "ould Ii e to find so e F ench~an 'vho did kno~ 
so_ .e t h1ng about U. S.-FI'ench rates and markin s . It is a vory inter­
e tins su ject , I can assure you • 

.... incerely yours, 



H L. INIJQUIST 
IPUIBLI«:ATION§ 

2 W EST 46TH 5 T R E E T 

!~r . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 S. Grand Ave . 
Fort Thomas, l\Y. 

Dear Stan: 

NEW YORK. N.Y. 

February 25 , 1942 

I was much intarested in the n~lOtos and exchange 
of corresDondence with lIl.lbert, and an. returning the file you 
sent on this as you may want it back. 

I was not ;artieularly surprised, however, as I 
doubt if many American specialists could sup i)ly the anSV'ier. 
But it is a good check-up. 

~in cerely yours , 

L.B 
me . 

Phone: MEdallion ~3715 Cable Addren: LlNDPUBS 



N.~· .. 





r . G. Gilbe t, 
~ Fo~el ~r6at Jorthe~n, 
118 est ~7th St ., 
·ew York, "N . Y. 

Dear E,ir: 

434 outh Gl'ana Ave ., 
Fort Tho~s , Ky . 

March 4 , 1942. 

I ~ as relio"oly informed th t bec"'u .. e 0:' yom'> ar:'ic es in the G. C. P . 
'1-). Gte 'dltor ad been relieved of his office . I hove no wo.'" of 
kno dng ;hothel' tIlis is a fac or not . Illness and other reasons 
a 0 of ton given as excuses for resig. tions o..d in t is co. e I con­
side od the :i.ll - founded statement" yo made \"ero ju~t rearon tq 
r" ueot ":lis rO"ignntion . othing is quite as har f'ul to philately 

t ,s a mi~~epreser.tation of facts . If I made an error ~egardin8 :cCoy, 
ry apo oLies ore Y 'r~ , b cause I h ve no g_oo.~er desire than to 
adhere clocely to facts . 

... 

~" 

If I sli htly m-1 sunderstood your r marks re ard.ing t~1C photo of thc 
f. ke co er r- ich I "'cnt you I pm oorry and th re _t: no hal'm done . . 

" nderstood yo r re '"'rks to me' n th t postage on the cover at the " 
. ate of 3¢ had been paid f Oill 11"'01 !lin to 0! Y rk . I assUi'!led that 
you rr.eant th t l5¢ waf' t.1e rate fr m Sai.1. 1 ranClSCO to . ant0s and be­
caueo trer was a H12f! in the }Ie''! Y rk p . I'l. that 3~ a been paid and 
l2~ was due . The f~ct is such ~ea~o~i~z is in ~rror as the pen ~r paid 
no po~ta 0 on t i~ cov~r . 

I rot th t- yO) q'lte pos1ti'-c th t I mde a gr at m.istake in 
thinkil1r! th t thjs C01.er was c'lrried by !l lm .. '.n'ic n pack t . This only 
pro es 1--0" .,. 11 :ump to co::,clusio sand ho' ut- rly' ro. u yO" a~ in 
"our' concl\) sions . I see no re son 'Thy I shoLl,le take the trn 'ole to 

01. ~ out your crror8 to you ~ut ~everthelcss , I nili doing t is vory 
tni'1.l,'; , in t"'e hope t at you tty b tter knov our c1"asic em: :r i~ <:'1). co , 
our rate!"! and. our po~ta1 '> .1 ~ in - am 1-' turn" ~..., tl L cov,. t o 
you 0 ·ch" you can soe yom" e:"Y'o:''' . ~·of.e the 1~ o1?k pOf'tm r i ' lack 
'lth the 1112 . " This is fLY]. exchn. e debit marking to the Fre:.ch 

'"rd mea t i.n ~ffcct - lit e a: e ch rglng yvu 2t on ." i.. " 
8 deci-nes you. ar to collect fro ~antes . 1I 

You will find I au Z'i ht if you will read the proviai ns of the t .s.­
Frenc pO'2tal "reaty of 1857. You will find the te"Tt in the 1857 
Re' ort of tl:e D. S . p . :vl . G. a cOPJ 0:: --hich is t the Collectol"s Clu.b 
or aG the w York Public Library. 

T11'" lotte!' was C" ansmitted to ~--'allce at t .. o ex~ense of t _0 -C- . b . P . O. D., 
or accordi" [; to the tel"'m used, "L y'lcan Packet . · '1'11 s dld not 
necesc::arlly .. an in a ship 0:' .eric n 0*:"'8 try , but in ·~h1s ~ase 'cl e 
rl->· p was t" "Ful ton 1/ of the II:Iavre Line . Yo can cpeck me on t' is 
if you 11' sh at the liTe" Yoro.r :'ubl_1.c L:lbl"ury . Tre {; . i.:l . T) . e.I . paid t' i s 
11"'-e for .... ranspoj.'>tinw this let;:;o:r . $oe if I at: . ot :riglt ben I state 
th~t:; the ',,, .S. · lton of' the Tla re Line sailed f:.. .. om ~ow VOi."k 0_ !' ov. 
J.O , 1860. Thc l1r:w York El...l1d Havro c:<tcrun ~avi£;ation Co . vms ·lndeJ:' U. S . 
Regi stry and" ecelved. a U. S . Nail Gubsidy. The "Fulton li was not a 
French Packet , but l t s Fl"ench port was Havre. 

Had t his letter been car!'ied, as you so positively state , by a Fronch 
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Mr . G. Gilbert , March 4 , 1942 . 

Packet , t.herel would not have been tl 111211 (12~ debit) in black in the 
New York postmark. buthI-~ther tl "3 . If The U. S., French rate wac: divided 
t hus - 3¢ U .,.3 . domestic - 3rj. F!'ench domestic an.d 9rj. sea . So you see 
Mr . Gilbert hQd the letter gone by French Packet , the French p . O. 
would hHve 'been e~titled to 9¢' sea and 3¢ l' !'ench domest i c or 12¢ and 
t he U. S . could only have ente~ed a debit of 3rj. against t:us lett.r . 

I rote you considered my last letter a flsneering letter, " but consider 
t te cause of same . 

' .. 
You state in your lett r t at it is impos sible to rint 10 to 20 
t rou8and impressions from soft steel plates . Naturally I don ' t know 
what you mean by soft ~teel , b t I ao know beyond any question of a 
do t tl t your fl res are positi ely silly 1~en a plied to the 
qu lity of' steel pIa ,os used by Perkins Bacon & Co ., and the Philadel­
pI R firm of Tappan Ca!'pente!' Casilear & Co . ,r.any steel plntes made 
b'" these t\'O f im 'ere not hardened for . fume ti after thev v i"e 
t r nsi'e Ylr8cl . I r ve .0 time to .... 'aste ar .l. g s· c facts 'I/:ith you as .the 
facts a e mattel"'s of r co d , so f'1I' as Pc:i. ... ki·_s Bacon & Co . in the 
r ecords of that fir • 

I f "{'OU have neVAr read 'Racon ' s book , "The Line 
Gr :It uritain" I 'C lrl advise you to rea~ it . 
f r .... 1 the records 01' PE'rkins 9.CO_ • Co . 

. u- rl7ed Stam_s of 
T" is book .. as 'Ii'ri tten 

Re~arding Perkins . L don ' t think there is any mystery ~bout the early 
p","(;ents be obtained in this countl"'Y before he '.vent to Lo .• don . Hi!J 
activity in this covntr-v is a matter of record 9..11.d "ell known . 

Yo- refer me to specialists. The replies you 0 tain from specialists 
de.)encl~ to a great exte':1t , or.. Lhe questions asked. V'h t do you mean 
by a steel ha''''dened plRte? Pe-" ap'" yo - ':1'- e one tOng in ind' ie is 
qu:te contrary to the ~ethods used ~n the l840 ' ~ and l850 ' s . Surely 
yo rr!V.st k~_O':l that only th sur:.'ace of D.. steel pI te \'laS ha en"' , l1nd 
not; tho whole pI- to , from s 1'1'aco 0 back. 

Pp"haps you didn ' t know the t P rki' Bacon re - e tared positions 
succc~si'ully on h rdened platos . ell the: did and its a matter of 
r ecord . .ind YOt, I didn1 t state whole plates w re r -e~tcred but 
r ather certain positions . J. explanation for that is this . 'rith the 
me'lns at disposal ~n the ea-"ly 1840 ' sit was not pos sible to obtain 
mnfDD~J _a~dening over the e tire surface of a pIa e , hence may I say, 
a lIt'inly hard ned position, in ti.r.:e wore thr'U the hardened surface . 
ThUS it las poss~ble ~o re- enter such positions . 

Regarding i ._pre"'sions . I wonder i you kne.. that over one 'llilli6n 
i mpressions "'re obtai!~ed irOlr! }'l to 1'27 of t e Penny Black . 

C o~_sider Pl ate #1 of the Penny lack. This pI te v: s finished on 
Ap"Y"_l 8 , 1840 , and ::hG.t it vms put to press on pril 11 , 1 40 . It 
was in constant UGe until ay 26, 184.0, ~. en it a t kl:ln ou'; of service 
and repaired and surface hardened . Bet 'jeen APi"'il 11 and ay 2"' , th re 
were any times "10 to 20 thousand! impressions rrin'ed from this 
ur..l'lardened plate , all of which is a :?latter of record , so you see bow 
ut terly absurd your co~clusions are . 

Yes, yo are uite righ4- , I do knoVl er ican st amps , and I 10:0 'i tha t 



--

If" 
the 1847 stamp were printed from copper plates and that all the 
TOT!~an Carpenter stamps of 1851 to 1860 were ~rinted from steel 
plates . It :cakes no differenc e whatsoevey> if electrolytic, copper 
,,"aF; used for sto...np plates ir. n..e.ny foreign COU! tr'ies , that is of 
no concern to me , as my study pertains to Un~~ d states stamps . 

• hy do you _ake an unfounded statement that l~dstakes have been 
pa"c::oed dov,n from one American vlriter to a.."lJ.other , with no co::-rec,t;lon. 
- eu are r.ot faLTliliar -Ii th t _0 facts . :':ew mistaken theories of 40 
ye rs ago are now accapted as facts . 

Surely you Z:{l0'll that the Government specified steel plates for ove 
1851 stamps . Do you think they ,""ollld have per.!iltteco Toppan Cal"pentt:r 
to use anything else but steel ::;:>latEls? ", 

You U""SUlLe that t'he lOt' 1855 "Jas our i'lrst steel late and that it 
'as a poo_ one - poorer than the ¢ plates - because any of the tamps 

had incomplete scrolls . You mistake entirely th~ reason for the 
i"1co!TI.plete scrolls . It is perfectly absurd to attri ute che 'in-
co _pI t3 sc_ol1.,," to the metal of the plf.te . I re.in- you the in-
co pI tcness ~a due entirElly to the rOliefs on the roller . ~tamps 
of the top rOwtr bm tho die design compl te at top , tnose in the ottom 
ro sr 0: the design comnlete at bottow.. If p rt:... v~ the desi@Jns "lei. e 
~.ort on thp throe reliefs this ua due to a desire to obtain larg r 
gutt ro in the horizontal spacing!] not because of "i..he composition of. 
t 10 etal . 

v _-'y truly yOU.l·~ , 







Mr . G. Gilbert , 
%,Hotel Great Northern, 
118 V. 57th .~t ., 
Ne York City, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
For t Thomas , Ky. 

arch 20s; 1942. 

Regarding yours of the 8th. I am thoroughly familiar ith the various 
French ai">kings u ed on U. S.-F.('ench mail . Of' course the "8f! Is a 
Fr nch marking a d of course this:a F ench Mar ing and ndlca~ed 
the u ·ue on delive_y of this letter. The "8' e ning "8" decimes • 

. You re qu.ite is aken in assumi g that the blue ponc:&.l '15 was 
applied on a mail steamsh p or in France , the fact of the matter is , it 
was pplied in the San Franci co Post Off'ice and 1 1 dlcate the U. S. 
rat of l5i per ounce under the U •• - French Treaty. Again you a_e 
qui C 1rong i our ntor -eta i n that the N. Y. postmar was a you 
stat . I ercly advise you t ~ ad the t r s of the U. S.- 'rench Treaty 
of 1857. I d0n't usk you to take my 10rd because you don't ~oem to bo 
willing to cre any acts nr:ch are suom tted to you. Ra d the 
tre ty nd. you w'l nd that de ts were to be h ndst ped in black 
and credits in red. This rkfng s in blac , hone it is a de t of· 
12 cuts to the r nch Post Off ca . This alone p!lOVOS that the lotter 
we. 'ans Itted in an erlcan Packet, e~ause us I told you i£ the 
letter had been oa riad in a French Packot our debit w~~ld only have 
bee 3 cents , not 12 cents . 

I a Iso f ilia" ith the F anah P e ot markings use on U •• F~0nch 
mai an nu berod f'r. tj. to 4 1 clus! va . For x ple, I enclose hOlO) -
~rith a si cl.lar 1 am to he photo I have been sending you. This a oingle t ounce rate from Ne '1 Orleans 0 P ria in 18 6 . Note the encl1"clod 

15. " This is _ OW Orleans e.te h ndstamp an. as appl_od at ;ew 
Orl £ms . It is the SaIl e as tho blue pencil "loU on th "'an Fr nclsco 

• cover . ~ o~ this letter went y .r"rench Packet and his French packet 
marking 1 S appl ad by the French nail crew on bo rd the French steamship. 
The date in t e Ne York marking is "sap.a, " the sea the date of the 
French arking . The N. Y. marking 8 in black, hence a d bit and a debit 
of 3rt. T s because the etta 1 s ea rIea. at the expenso of the French 
P. O., h~nce all the U. S. was entitled to receive out of the total ~ate 
collected ~a.s only 3¢ or our own domestic from" e Orleans to Ne YoI''' . 
Here gain we f1 d the F"'?ench handstamp '8" or 8 d cimos, the French due 
marking . Do you still ins! t that the San Francisco let er r.ent by 
French p"tcket? If S ~ rhy did 'e only deb1.., France 3i on tho Ne'" Orleans 
letter (~reneh packet) and 12¢ on the San ~ranc1sco lett r . 

'0. If you displt..y sllch total ignorance on such st-aple problems as thG e.­
planation of T. S. ranch markl~gs, I ask only in fairness, how do you ex­
pect me to place any credit on your various theor1es r garding our early 
stamp plates? 

I even. gave you the name of the . erican Pa.cket that carried the S~n 
Francisco letter. I told you it uas the An orlcan Packet "Fulton l of the 
"Havre L1 ..• 'I Perh ps you :rould b tnt rested in k 0 lL g that .. h ma ::ings 
on the bact ryf the covor coni!r this . One io TE - Havre Paris - 25 
Nov.., 60 - ? -" with E at botto . This circular rJlth octa.gonal center. 
Another is "Paris ~A ~ov 60 - ? II and " antes - 24 Nov 60 - 42 {?)." 
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P. O. BOX B 

VERONA, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
434 South Grand Ave. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PUBLISHER OF : 

MITCHELL-HOOVER BUREAU PRINT CATALOG 

UNITED STATES SLOGAN POSTMARK CATALOG 

UNITED STATES STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG 

HANDBOOK OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE METERS 

March 4, 1942 

your letter 
in one mail 
Spec ial is t. 
in order to 

of March 2nd on the Providence lc 1851 cover chased 
leter than the Yellow Book number of the Stamp 

I am, therefore, going to make this a long letter 
discuss matters in the Specialist. 

I agree fully with your contentions as to the status of supposed 
precancels made with aevices which do not clearly proclaim their 
precancel nature. It seems to me that the entire matter is 
solved by using this differentiation between precancels and "pro­
visional precancels". If the device doesntt tie, is also used for 
regular cancelling, and anything else about the piece indicates 
precancel use, I think we are safe in considering an item a pro­
visional precancel. 

The real question is not whether the Providence star was actuall y 
used in Providence, but whether it is known from other pieces to 
have been normally or regularly used for ordinary cancelling 
(postcancelling, as we call it among precancel people). 

Now for the Stamp Specialist articles. I am really delighted 
with both of your articles as well as with a great deal of the 
rest of that number of the Specialist. 

Your article on 1847 Double Transfers effectively disposes of 
all the contentions of Mr. G. Gilbert as to manner of making 
and Size of 1847 plates, with one possible exception. The plates 
still could be made in thin brass and backed by electro-deposited 
copper. The rest of his contentions of course fall to the ground 
completely because the facts as you report them on this one point 
of double transfers, are sufficient to disprove everything else. 

I am particularly delighted with your article on the 1861 issue. 
I am so delighted that I am seeing to it that some appreciative 
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Mr. S. B. A., March 4, 1942. 

MITCHELL-HOOVER BUREAU PRINT CATALOG 

UNITED STATES SLOGAN POSTMARK CATALOG 

UNITED STATES STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG 
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warns will find place in the column by J. Jones in the Stamp Re­
view. I never have any trouble in getting any idea that I 
suggest used in that column. I shall probably even suggest to 
Mrs. Severn that she write an article or editorial for Mekeel's 
giving your treatment the necessary sumL.ary and applause, with 
due or more than due mention of source of what she says--meaning, 
not that she will mention me, but that she will emphasize your 
original contributions. 

My own reaction, after reading the article carefully, is that by 
your new information and by bringing all the facts into under­
stannable order, you have at last changed this part of the U.S. 
philatelic story from one of controversy to one of understanding. 
It is really a swell job that you have done. 

I will make a few aetail comments which I think may be of possi­
ble service and which I hope you can embody in an addendum 
article along with ~nything you may get from other people. 

First, I refer to page 97 and the report of prices of the "Samples". 
I was interested to see that these prices have been reduced con­
spicuously in the past two years, and in the case of the 12c 
reduced 50%. It is evident that from one and another source the 
informa tion as to their true nature is reac hing Hugh Clark and he 
is steadily but slowly deflating these values. You know, of 
course, that I have a particular point of view on stamp catalog 
values. I feel more strongly than ever that the actual las~ re­
ported sale price of each item, or ·(ihe median of the last two to 
six sales occur at intervals of two or three months, should be 
reported as the catalog price . I don't believe anybody ever 
actually gave $2500.00 for a lc sample or $8500.00 for a 12c 
sample. I would like to see Scott do what we did in the Bureau 
Print Catalog, and report actual market as of the date at which 
he closes his catalog copy. I don't think any other system of 
pricing can be fully honest and fully reliable. 

Leafing back to page 95, I think the present number 66 has been 
misnamed as to color for many years. I have seen this stamp.~ 
if I am no~ misiak~B teers 10 a copy in the collection maUe by 
my fathe r which I still own "Bl:it have ngt lookeQ at in se'Veral years. 
i keep it ift the Sate depoSit v a~it aRa ~aV8 m&1~teined it separate 
~ own eollect10n partly a~ a mattep Qf sent1ment and partly 
mih the laee that , if 1ft, nefJhe .. leally get:! l:atep8sted in a l&rge 
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wey in philatelY)I wi ll. leave it te Rim in BiJI" viill. 

At any rate, my distinct impression is t hat the tone of this stamp 
is entirely unlike that of any other dull dark red which Qcott 
describes by the hopelessly obsolete color name "lake'·. I am sorry 
you did not raise the point that this is really no more than a 
deep brick red. I might point out that the group of pigments known 
to chemists as "lak~t had not come into use this early, at least 
in inks used for printing of any sort. It has been singularly un­
fortunate that , because the first of this group to come into use was 
a dark red color, stamp people have stuck to using the chemical 
name of the group for this color. Actually, nearly all the pig­
ments used in the current U. S. stamps belong to this group and are 
lakes. . 

On page 112 and of course in your list on page 120, I am exceedingly 
sorry to see you sticking to certain color names which in my opinion 
don't belong and are even misleading. I refer to "steel gray" and 
ttsteel blue". 

You will recollect that in Mekeel's Weekly there was an editorial 
on these color names or at least one of them in the number of De­
cember 8, 1941. I think it would have been an additional contri­
bution to point out that these names are without real significance. 
What you call "steel gray" is to my eye identical with ' the color 
called "gray" on such stamps as BelgiUm numbers 50, 60, and 82. 
I understand by "slate" a blackish variety noticeably different 
from this. 

What you call "steel blue" would appear to be more accurately 
described as bluish gray. 

I have a very strong suspicion, based on seeing my own material and 
also on having seen the same cover owned by C. S. Thomps on to which 
Mrs. Severn refers in her editorial, t ha t there really was a print­
ing in a greenish gray and probably nona in blue-gray. I think 

~. Mrs. Severn has the right idea in suggesting that the .bluish gr~ 
is the color ~haneiing. I understand that all the alleged "steel 
blue" items on cover show the greenish tinge more or less strongly. 

I now turn over to page 114 and the paragraph at the bottom. It 
is too bad you didn't get a little more of the story involved. 

Harry J. Mandel (whose name did not have two l's at the end) was 
the chief contact that stamp people had between 1890 and his death 
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about 1904, with the American Bank Note Company. He was a skilled 
technician of some sort and he not only had access to all informa­
tion, but also was able to salvage from material culled from the 
old files philatelic stuff of various sorts ~that otherwise would 
have been destroyed. Mr. ~andel and my fattier were good per sonal 
friends and as a boy in gr~ar s chool I remember Mr. Mandel as 
a visitor in our home . He and my father rode bicycle together and 
woula often both return for dinner at our home after a Sunday all­
day ride. 

I have often heard my father say that Mr. Mandel deceived neither 
himself nor anyone else as to the nature of these various unusual 
items. The information simply was not written down and Mr. Luff 
and others simply forgot all about it. 

If I am not mistaken, the information or misinformation about 
National Bank Note Company plates was not derived from Mr. ~andel, 
but was taken by Mr. Luff from information in the hands of earlier 
writers and students of U. S. stamps. It would be interesting to 
trace this back, starting with seeing what the old Tiffany book 
says on this sUbject. In the absence of contrary evidence we 
might naturally expect Mr. Luff to have given full credence to 
statements by Tiffany on such matters. 

I want to make it clear that I am not trying to do any adver se 
criticism but I am merely suggesting to you further points on which 
the treatment might be rounded out. I still think it is a magnifi­
cent job that you have done. 

Cordially yours, 

R:D 

.. 
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Between dictating and completing my long letter I happened to 
be over at the Collectors Club for a meeting. Naturally some 
of us were discussing your articles on 1861 and 1847. I merely 
pass along a few comments derived from that discussion. 

You will probably be found fault with by some of the boys on 
the ground that you could have checked up certain matters con­
nected with the actual date of contract for the 1861 stamps 
with either the contract itself or an abstract of it which 
Clarence Brazer published 1n the Collectors Club Philatelist 
as part of his series in the history of the Bank Note Companies. 
I have been trying to locqte the exact pOints at which this 
would have some bearing and my impression is that it is mainly 
in connection with the question as to the status of the 10c 
items mentioned on pages 104 and 105. My understanding is that 
the contract bears the date of August 15th; but without hunting 
up the contract as reprinted a'nd rereading it, I will not be 
able to tell you definitely whether tha~ 1s the date at which 
it became effective, or the date specified in it for either 
first delivery or stamps or latest date by which first delivery 
should be made. It no doubt is much easier for you to check 
this than for me. 

R:D 

Cordially yours, 

Mention of the c CDtract date en.d i 
bearing would have helped to cline 
1n your a:bt1cle. 
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Yo '" 0_ the 4 ",0 nd 5th !'ecei~- d , and .. ay r thaI k you very much for " 
YO' .. lr rind lords on y ece It 1861 nrticle . They vcr greatly appre­
ciated, I can ssure yon. 

Fir c a :rew co lents on yOU1~S 0"" the 5th. ·ou. ento.o.ed that l:a.ult 
miGl t )e :'o1Jnd by so ne of the "boys" on the €p:ou d t lat I failod to 
cpcck en ce.tnin m~ttcrs connected lith t e ctual d' to of the contract. 
, ell do . kno I from "hence cn.o this unfounded C1" tlcisl . You erred 
i ll s ntir. I' oysn vhe. n fact the:i.~ as O'llrr on , and th S OI e person 
is the Jgotis';:;ical f"elf-appo nted "authority r .ho has SOG h mself' up a s 
the Court of' J.JRst eBort to ];l?ns on all questions conce ning our stay.lps, 
cur oct 1 ·'1"story. 0 r po t·l_ mr1c'nt; , etc ., etc . y r.c ho dare to 
differ 7

0 th tr...is hunlt.Yl dxture of C 'ot':'sm, jealousy a Id h'lte is apt t o be 
accuned of inventing ost anytlrlng. 

NO"7 for t· 0 fae .s . In :-:-'ca lity I didn ' t havo to ch ck p on the 1861 
co t .. ac~~ <;;cnuse r have all the os. e. tial pOints of t: if:' document in my 
mind . h' 'ling r d and re .. -:'eaG. ii; many ti .. es . If I ailed to montion t he 

o ntE roo]. ht u by o. e IIi -t P rry~ it 'm..:;, not tlmt had failod to 
c hoc ca efully n certain r.. tt'31'S but b~cau I d:L" not consid r thes e 
"certain tt ,"(,s" e 0_ any special inpo .. tanc • 

The firs-'j d,li iTeL"'ies o~ the ne71 1861 st s by the lIat .onal ank :ote Co. 
to ,he S "a 'lP gent . \7 _ e .J.!.1de o. u st 16th. 1 1, bpt the act"al con­
trc.ct \ s not Sigl cd til Nove uer 5th, 1 61 . n this d ocuI!1.cnt it ;as 
stated vh~t the co.tr c ~as to cownenco on Au st 15,1861. nnd hS f or 
a pO!'io' ·of si:' years . I~ .v .'tic] e I plai ly state t _at ch fire de­
livcrius "Jere!."! de on ./lug. 16tI-. 18 1 , a..'rld may I ask you, if yo think 
that .y :failu!'e to nenti n '::;hat the contl"o.ct \7aO •• ot actually ::Jigneu. 
until .. overnbe v h as of ar:y il! portance whatsoAver? 

o~e of P ~~Y 's tu:ff is 
,>laring eo' .pI,. I' s e 
t 1r1te varOOlS friends of 
lette:s '~'ch ero s nt to e, 'as 
contrary . h rpL cri ticiso. ITot~ 
these let ors: 

th nee >0 , ffi:d the a 0 e is 
1861 n.~ticle furnished hOm an axc 

'out the co'ntry . In none of 
one SL ~le ,ora of c edit , but 
tho follouing sentence f:~ on 

15th 

~o l my dear f~lI!end, n d 
fa '? 

co~ont fur h Yo on such totn1 di~tortion of 

The ver .. T heart of my rticle .ias t is . In t'le iddl 1 90's, John 
Luf'f inv nted a special issue o· U • • • postaee still ps , a.d this ytl l eal 
issue waC" composed of three entirely different cl sses of item" as 
fol10 s: 
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only excuse r can offer for sticking to obsolete designations, is be­
cause certain terms have long been in use and it is very diff icult to 
c hange them. Fo.!' example, we should not r efer to t,he lOi! 1861 Type I 
as the fllot August," but rather as the "Type r,fI but the term "lO¢, 
August tI 1s so fixed in the r.rlnds 01' all, that it is diff'i~ul·t to per­
s uade collectors to drop the term fl August." VUhy refer to the 24:/ },861 
violet as tho 1124¢' August?" How a bsurd. 

You are qui te right in stating that the term "Steel Blue ll should be 
referred to a s "Blui.sh Gray, lt but would colle ctol's know that I was 
refel"ring to the real "Steel Bluel! if' I used only the tel~ !fBluish 
Gray? II J~y use of the terms "~tee1 Gray'! etc .. Viero n o t att.elllpts to coin 
any nov; color terms tut rathel~ a s incere desire to demonstrate 1;het t'here 
v'ere l .... ore than one classification of he colors used in the fall of 
1 8':1. n othc'''' v'ol'>ds , that all "Stoel Blues ll were not actually the real 
"Steel Bluer'~ 

f)teve pprhups J ou did not real i '!e now iTery , ear the truth y ou V18re when 
,_ rei'er':"od to ~I color' chanr-'elings , n of the 24t 1861. e ll do r kLOW that 
:.. h' e c.e-,~tal!' i ·ems in t > sta."!'lP for ':;hieh I paid fancy prices and 
l,::hich I lon a.go tecarLe convinced Vlero not na-cux-al or or-iginal colops . 
Ho '8vor , th:'s is a ticklish s'c:;.bject and I am ut a loss to etermine how 
to hu:~dle it :i.n G. pOl'>fectly "::-'nir e.nd i .pc.rtiul 1Nay. Don t t take it f or 
gl"al1tcd t ~t I h'-va toon fooled by c cr-taiI: changelinbs nri considen-
tbGL as real crigj.nal colo~s . 

ReLal·d~.ng l andel. 1:11 I kno"! is wr. t I'1ave beon told by var'lOus 
perSOi,1S ~'ho cla1. ed to have so c f.. cts . Luf'f publ5.sh d f::tgu~es in h is 
book v:rich had. not been pulJlished by Tiffany or any other student and as 

recall, Luff stated his fi~ureq vrera f:!." 02 t_ 0 l'Gco rc.s of the J mCJ."' ican 
nk ote Co . . andol 'W1(U:: undoubtedly the contact mnn bet een Luff and 

the 1 :l,"ica 4 B .... ~~ Noto Co . and I have one... tole: thnt ~ ~_~.dcl i.lilS dif' -
ch8.l"ged froll the 1 . B. _ . Co . bGcau. of his pl:i l at;elic activities . I at-
tempted 1.;0 get SO_.le i for atio:: f'l'O ,1 the Co!!:pany regaL d i ng . andel but met 
wi tIl 1 0 ru cess . r uc.t the idea. Uw.t a!".del was a subj€lct they did not 
care to diSCUSk . 

\iho wac rcrponsiblc -:: 1"' .a :i~ 'l"'e 1395 c1. 1.e proof'f' of the 5¢ m!d lO¢ 18471 
ho OthCh' tL.an·- nd I? '2\.0 J . E . _ . Co . tas I10t supposed to possess t' e 

oz>iginnl dies or transfer Z'olls in 189r: . Evidently the P. O. D. didn't 
dreao that the original. , ( vhetl1.er dies transfer _ olls orlaydOi.'!l..,) ere 
in exic-tence \.hE.n they i1 ci the cou_.!.terfoits .. mdG in 1875 . \vhy r .. "....:e 
i .i tat· ons if t e or; ginal~ e ... e ':'r existence? hen' idol made his 
pri nti: gs in 1 95 he bel iavod t.1e t everyone outside of the h B. N. Co . 
thought the I' ,ies" were d s'Cl~cyed L ... 1851, hone' hml could an:lone 
i magine thE:t his reprints :01"'C not :elude in 1851 o!' carlier . I i'on ' t know 
that 1:0. del made thc<"o pr':' ting<' bl1.t 'v'lO else can e su~pcc·c? I t"Lnk 
Luff was h nd in love',. GIl .... ande1 and t < t the inforL.a ion Hhlch L·'lf! 
o btained from m~ el "$. solely rosponsible for Lui' j1.unp:!.._ g to tl:'0 con­
c1'\.1,sio _ t :lat thv I'Pl"O .leres I ~1ere a. separate is [:ue and oro ac tually 

G ~ed . Undou t,dly . andel uve Luff .uch valua 10 data as ~cl1 f~ 
proofs etc . hon lJUff lea!' .ed .... _ t there 101"e 1861 places nUl-nb ,l'oe from 
1 to i nclus vo , and that J-he~c eight pl tes €1' the vc.lu('s of 1y to 
90¢' :J. clu,sive . hv j 'pod to th cO:'1clus ion that here €liGht pla·I, ,s 
fur'nishe tho 'first i sue of' 1861 1: and thnt if st&Il'lpC ero lssucc ~"'rom 
anyone 0 those p l at . , st :..ps 'Jere .ctnally i~sued from all . :{o' see 
he had good r asons to elicvo he had d iscovered somet~ ng ne rod he 
was so c cnvinced On his own Li ':ld t:1nt ho las right that he f orgot t'mt 
bis conclusion 'as onlJi a theory,. n ot a fact . Tlus he stated th&t h is 
theopy vas fact ,nc. cha..:; his . heo:, oti.. .. al isuuc vms actually issued. It 
is true that the ' dosigns ll of his lO¢" 24¢' p,nd 30¢' el~e actun.lly issued, -
but he lade t_ e orror 0-:: assUllline that -they \'JCre issue' in the I tl"'ial 
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colors" he assigned to them, vlhen of cou~('se he had no proof to back 
up his a~sumpticn. 

~gain permit me to thank you fO"[> your much app:i."eciated 1.3"c-cer. 
Your con~ ents rere constructive , and your appreciation was heartening • 

. y Dest wishes are yours . 

Cordially, 

" .. 
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Dear Stan: 

NEW JERSEY 

larch 28, 1942 

Your letter of arch 23rd duly came; and I have had great pleasure 
in reading it several times. Now I think I understand your point 
of' view on many of these matters. This .;)unday afternoon is a 
splendid time to discuss at length, without interrlip'tion, the 
various matters. Thus, yo are in for another long screed from 
me (I al ays call a letter of Harry hom 'iser a " scree''', nd 
I think he do es me the same "honor.") 

In particular, your explanation on the matter of the unimportance 
of the date of the 1861 contract, sets me entirely right. y 
only comment would be: this explanation lould have materially 
strengthened your entire case, in you~ Yellow ook article. You 
Can NOT take it for granted that the other chap either does 
understand, or wants to understand, this situation. Your 
explanation seems very probably correct, even with due allo,ance for 
governmental red tape. It makes sense: it covers the situation. 

Let. I s be perfectly open about E. Perry and his moe i ves. His 
business depends upon his kee ing in the limelight as one of the out­
standing students of' earlier U.S. stamps, if not as THE one real 
scholar in the field . e would be more than human if he did not 
resent someone else folloling through this 1861 matter from where 
he had reached on it. Even if he agrees entirely with your 
results-- as think he sooner or later, ill have to --- he 
must object at any possible point, if only out of due regard to his 
own need for publicity . Let IS not object to this. e is in the 
business; and he shouldn1t be ex ected to do otherwise. e would 
be most foolish to expect a disinterested or IIconstructive" 
motive. Let's don't fool ourselves. 

It's too bad you fell f'o1' the London boys' assumption of 
su eriority. y impression is that the only difference bet\een 
the scholarly group in London and ours in these parts, is that 
there are more stamp scholars in ngland than here, and they have 
been doin~ stamp scholarship longer. They are lei her better nor 
\Or8e than \e are. They have the advantage o:f a larger group 
to critieiize each other's rork. That results in most of their 
material being develo ed further ere it sees print. 

hen it comes to an understanding of starn less cove's, there just 
isn't anyone in 'ngland who is in the . 

Same cIa Ss with our good 
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friend" Harry the Kon" (Konwiser). Aobody there appears to 
kno\\ Rnd understand .1>ri ish covers like H. h ' . do es tho se of 
our own country. On Bri-tish stamps and British cancellations 
they are top -notch, of course-- yet they fall down and are muddled 
on rna t ters that are simple to ty, ros here. There isn t t a '-0 rk on 
British cancellation styles that's even remotely nearly as good 
as what Tucker did on machine types that ap ear with Slogans , in 
the U.S. Slogan Post~ark C talog. There isn't anything done in 
England that even remotely approaches in 0uality either the steiger 
Meter andbook or the columns John Coultlltard runs in several 
American stamp papers on meters. Little ~lthea Harvey, another 
newcomer in the meter field, already beats anything 8ri tish, in 
the various American weekly stamp papers in which she runs columns. 

philatelic 
Our British ~riends f~ll down badly on the ,qiat.lic problems ~m:ndxff 
such as are lnvolved ln precancels. They don t even know so elementar~ 
an idea as that of a precancel, or a provisional reca cel. Some 
of their best men recently have tried to distinguish their own 
SCarce precancellings as " pre-postmarked" s~mps, just because the 
handstamped device that was used, looks like a ostmark in genera l 
shape and has full date (day,month and year). I say--A\1' NERTS. 

All I objectee to, or mentioned adversely, \V as their fumbling on 
the stamps of an African land, atal. nowin~ that your stamp 
interest~ are confined to certain U.S. periods, I purposely didn't 
give you any details. I just mentioned a flagrant Case. 

This matter of catalog )ricing does interest me very much. It has 
inter sted me from as far back aa'I ha ve been collecting. It ~ot 
my interest very much, during the period from about 1929 to 1932, ~ff£. 
before I ~as a stamp catalog publisher. It still interests me, and 
the more so because I kno, - that it is possible to handle the price 
situation far better than most publishers are doing. 

Everything you say in your first paragraph on that subject is 
of course entirely true. ~f I were to discuss the points you raise 
in this paragraph, and many that you raise in the next, I would 
simply be copying most of what I have said in my article,Statistical 
lork Among stamps, in Mekeel's eekly of arch 9,16 and 23, 1942. 

So I just refer you to that article. Please read it through ) and 
see whether it doesn't cover many of your doubts pretty com}letely. 

In cold fact, what I am suggesting in my articles, is already partly 
in use. The starn) trade doesn t follow Scott 's catalog, but the 
price lis ts of Stanley bibbonS Inc., as the accurate pr-ice report 
on U.&. stamps. Usticl<e of Stanley Gibbons Inc. does not "set 
a Jrice- in the sense of subjectively deciding hha t a stamp 
"ough t to be worth." His orices are clearl y reports 0 f what he, 
a large and successful merchant of U.b. stamps, f'lnds he can 
actually sell the stamps for, in the open and ~om etitl' 

. ve market. 
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The fact that he thus prices his lists, is what makes them so 
much used by the trade, and why int ormed collectcr s also reI y on tht;;.m. 

I don't kno~ ~hat procedure he uses in compiling his prices; but 
I feel pretty sure that he really does assemble actual reports of 
ac tual sale s on the various items. 

I 
This doesn t mean that only auctions are considered. By far the 
laeger quantity of stamp sales, even of scarce items, are by private 
sa1e. And it is right at that point that I think your discussion 
of Hugh Clark and his priving becomes inadequate. You appear to 
take it that Clark ought to fI study the ~uctions." See my article in 
ekeel's--- uhat he really needs is one good clerk emplyed full time 

in E_mpii assembling all sorts of price reports on each stamp, U.S.­
and fore~n, and computing medians each year as the work on the 
catalog progresses. 

Hugh. Clark does "try to be fair" but he works from an inadequate 
basis, when it comes to pricing. e l acks statistical information. 
He also has some sort of an idea that he ought to set a price "at ~Ja.XE 
which a dealer can make a li.ving." I have heard him say so, often. 
I also kno 1 that he has the funny idea that he must " protect x_ii_EX. 
collectors in the ir inves truen t in stamps." T~'hat he can f t seem to 
understand, is that the "protection" is illusory. lie can keep a stamp 
priced at ~65.00; hut the discounts actually in force push it down 
to $30.00 or under,in many a case. All he does is to make the 
stamp owner thin~ he has something that will sell for more than 
it ever actually brings. 

Lindquist told Clark, eight years or so ago, that he ought to have 
a statistical clerk c9ntinually compiling price information for his 
catalogs. IIugh 6du~n t see where it would make him any money. 
Hugh has spent three or four times what such a clerk and the '\\ork and 
equipment I,ould cost, each of the last three years, doing things 
that nobody gave a hoot about and that even started up the old 
threat of a competitive catalog-- I mean I11s silly grardiose 
n ing system, his rearrangement of order of stamps, etc. He 
insists upon no dOi~~'\t11at I know at least 4 out of every 5 
collect ors rant-- aat; oritative price reporting. 

I am entitely lithout any information on the history of the 1894 
or 189b die roofs of the 5c and 10c 1847 

Your discussion of the matters itvolving uarr~ Joseph ~andel ,Sr. 
( yes, I kne his ::.on, IT. Joseph ........ ande l , Jr. and later ,'as in 
vollege wfth his younger son' , ~eorge andel) is most interesting. 
Lu f didn t have to make any money out of selling stamps. He was 
a high-salaried man with Scott 's from 1893 to about 1904; then went 
'\ it h tanley Gibbons Inc. at a still better salary; and came back to 
"'cott's, about 1909 I think, "ith still better pay . You seem to 
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be rea ing into t e doings of' this remote period t1-}e &tamp 
condi tions of' tel ast 15 years, when starn s have come a 
"big busines." Up to the sale of' his collection in 1906 or 
thereabouts, r. Luff was a buyer,not a seller of stamps. He put 
all his savings into his collection.' I have often heard my fa ther, 
who certainly was in a osition to know, say that John Luff's 
original U.S. collection was his real savBings bank. e tucked away 
3,000 worth of material every year for t enty years; am I know 

that it was generally understood that he realized over $60,000.00 
for the collection. 

I don't beliv~ r. Luff ever "realized the ~reat mistake he had 
made , "as to the 1861 issue. The doubts on them did no t even begin 
until he as way past 70 years of age and had become almost 
bedridden. 

Now that John Luff is gone, Hugh Clark is simply sitting tight on 
what Luff did, years and years ago. Hugh Clark's motives in this 
are not clear to me. he's always ready to talk about the harm of 
"upsetting" things. But he went an~ upset the entire catalog, twice, 
in recent years, at great expense to himself. 

I agree with you that the 3c scarlet and 30 rllake" ( it isn't a LAKE 
b ~cause it came out before the group of' pigments called lakes went 
into use), and even more the 2 cents ~vy~reen, belong with the 
Proofs and ~ssays. These stamps were liste before there were any 
catalog listings of proofs and essays. That does not make their 
original listing right; nor does it excuse their being kept in 
the "regular lists" any longer. You t 11 h ave to ask Hugh Clark, not 
me, why they are kept in the lists. 

And now as to I1iogo. • at you tell me is very interesting. I covers 
a lot of points. But we are still in the dark on the one point that 
I' eally mat tel's. 

On what date was the U.S. Postal Agency at Hiogo opened'l? 

That is the one point that matters. Everythin~ else will fall 
inty order, once we get that . And that's the point on which I 
can t get information from ashington. .ant to be a good 
Samaritan and write the p.O. lJept (you no doubt know whom to 
address, better than do I ' , and ask this information? I sent to 
the First Ass st. Postmaster \.r eneral • s 0 ffice, .lecords Division. 
They didn't ans~er it, but referred it to the Division of Foreign 
Mails. That division sent me a quartion-dodging reply. I lrote 
them for specific, definite information on this one point-- and 
they declined to answer-- said that letter "closed the 
correspond ence . \\ hom can I write to who will ha ve power and 
be \ illing t(l use it., to force that impertinent, rude, beaureaucrat 

who wrote that way, to asnwer quickly d 
an speCific ally? That 



STEPHEN G. RICH 
118 SUNSET AVENUE 

VERONA, 
NEW JERSEY 

insulting stuffed shirt of an official is my employee-- I am a 
tqxpayer and he is my hired man--- and I lan to get not only 
the reply but also an apology for not answering first time. 
nd Stan you can d lif amn well bet that I will publish the aology, 

if I have start a new stamp pa p to do so. 

(I feel better with hat tirade off my chest). 

The Hiogo question is \ hether the well-knolm double circle "HIOG 
JAPAN" cancellation on 10c '69, and maybe on other stal!laps, isntt 
an out and out fake. I think it is. Hale faked it-- e kno~ that. 
See Postal Markings, Jan. Feb or March 1937. I have never seen it 
on cover. I have seen a few of the 10c '69's lith it. fheyall 
match the imprints of the Hale ~ake. 

I ant to debunk the Riogo Double Circle. If the elate of 
establishment of the Hiogo agency of the U.S. P.O • .oJept. was late 
enough so that this item on stamps eaL-lier than the 1870 
issue is obviously bad, we have clinched the matter. 

The one complication is that it may have been the mark of a 
consular mail agent. I do knor that we have a consular cancellation 
on the 3c bank note, from apparently between 1870 [ nd 1873. This is 
a regular consular hands tamp , oval with eagle, reading uU. • Consul It 
or "Consulate" etc. e pictures it in Postal arkings, I think in 1936 
-- but this isn't like the dou ple circle of Hiogo. 

The debunkin g; article is all written , requiring onlt the date of 
establishment of the postal agency to complete the story. 

Re: 24c 1861. I do not have any covers, in e ither my Oln collection 
or my father's. I do have one or two cases of dated cancellations 
spang on the stamp. If thse are useful, I will look them up. es: 

feel )rettJ sure they are in at le8.st one or tvo cases year dated. 

~he cover that I want you to see , and which I mentioned, with 
the gray-green color of this stamp, belongs to Chas. S. Thompson , editor 
of 'eekly Philatelic Gossip. Eetter ask him to let you see it. 

Cordially yours. 

-
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tr . tephen G. Rich, 
118 unset iVO. , 
V orona , N. J . 

Deal" teve: 

YOUI'S of "Ghe 28th received. 
opportunity offers . 

434 South Grand AVo ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

pril 2nd , 1942 . 

7:ill reply in eC'i;ions as 

}<'irst - Hio o . I had no p.rt1cular Knapp cover in i1ind but 
l.n looking ru the Catalogue (2nd sale) I note Lot 1'726 . 
I rum sending for a photo. I regret to state that I do not 
possess a file of Postal l~ l~kings . Furth .'i" I do not seem to 
be familia- with the cancelation" you sent e on the postal 
card. 

I have had very 11 tle success in obt ning nch 
co-oper tion do~ there , but I am trying out a new SOUl~ee and 
if I have any luck Ifll advise you • 

Yo 1'e later. 

Yours etc . p 



Doar [,teve: 

434 South Grand /I.ve . , 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 

April 2nd , 1942 . 

I suppose you rend ard's review of my 1861 article in 
N.ekeel's. I am enclosing. ou a copy of a letter I have today 
written to Phil . I am sending this cop to you for this reason. 

t first I intended to make this an op n let er to Phil and to 
offer it to I~ekeel' s for publication, hen recon" id red this 
and decided not to 0 so unless I had Phil's permission. h t 
is your opinion? Do you think it worth 1hile to continuo the 
argument or to forget it? I really don't know of any good th t 
co ld bo cco plished by paying llny attent10n to the rather 
foolish arguments he m de in his crltlci.sm of my article . • -hat 
do you think? 

I 10U~anlt ask you to do it , stlll I certainly would 'olcome 
an imp rtial revie~ by you of ardts emarks . I am sure ypu 
could find :lanty of m~at in (A) my article (B) I rd's c_iticlsm 
(C) my letter to . ar - or could you? 

Yours , 

." 

. . 
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P . O . BOX B 

VERONA, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. ~tanley B. Ashbrook 
34 South Grand Ave 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stan: 

PUBLISHER OF : 

MITCHELL-HOOVER BUREAU PRINT CATALOG 

UNITED STATES SLOGAN POSTMARK CATALOG 

UNITED STATES STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG 

HANDBOOK OF UNITED STATES POSTAGE METERS 

May 2 1942 

.~ 

Your long and interesting letter of April 20th has been on the 
table quite a spell. Between being a\ay at Frecancel Rounaup in New 
York hprll 24-26, and then having a hefty job of planographlc 
or igina Is to prepare, a f'raterni ty organ job for which I get good 
pay, the past eight or ten days have been fairly well occupledl 

It will be interesting to see how Ward quotes your letter and what 
connnents he makes. s for myself" you saw that I ,. went off the 
deep end" to come out with the proper views, in last weekts Mekeel's. 
Jones should be in Houseworth's of today's date with some very 
interesting comments , bearing on the ~uestion of wny varieties 
were so casually accepted in the olaer days . He also has some 
comments, a week later, as to the real reasons why your stuff 1s 
attacked--- tr~ck it down to the actual i~jured pique and the 
actual fear of monetary loss. 

The more I read your letter, the more it seems to me that we really 
differ in terminology only. 

I don't quite get the point involved in your continuous ana your 
repeated insistence that you don't know anything about foreign . stamps 
or 20th Century U.S . The problems of catalog listings and their 
accuracy are no different on other countries and on recent issues from 
what they are on U.S. 1847-69--- except that we have MO~ information 
to work nrom on U.S. 1847-69 in most cases. There's far more 
misinformation around, uncritically printea in placed from the 
London Philatelist up and down, about later 19th Century stuff such as 
N tal, Orange Free 0tate, than ever went out on U. ' . 1847-69 • 

Seems to rna that what I've learned from Cape Triangle, Natal, 
Or~nge River, and especially from the problems met lith in helping 
Lobdell get points straight for his recent articles on Union south 

f'rica in the Collectors Club f hl1atelist, ought to have very 
definite bearing on the U.~. 19 7-69 problems. 

The proble~ of correct cacalog listings has three aspects, and unless 
all three are covered, you have an incorrect job. You seem interested 
in only two of thell, 
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speot No.1. The ~uestion raised is: 
hat stamps exist? 

The imme diate cal'rollary - is: 
How describe them correctly a~ unmistakeably? 

You are interested in this aspect . In fact, you start off the 
letter bV referring to the striking cases of the 24c lilac and red 
lilao, lt36l issue. The dates given by scott are erroneous • 

• 11 right . You published correct information on one of t hese points. 
nd you expedt Clark automatically to notice that yQU had this. 

information in an article in stamp? I[:ell, you evidently don't 
know too amount of work a catalog-maker has. 

On matters of this s ort, Hugh Clark is properly cautious (believe it 
or not!) He would naturally want to see that cover which shows 
the lilao color in Feb. 1863. 

nd, being a catalog publisher myself and doing the New Jersey 
seotion for the Stampless Jatalog, I know that AACH separate item 
must be put into a separate letter or on a separate memo, if you want 
the catalog maker to handle it. • 

DiC1. you wri te Hugh Clark a letter about the 24c lilac and its date 
of earliest use? If you C1.idn't , you can't blame him if he let his old 
statement stay for lack of information . 

nd he would have asked you to let him see the c;over. He OUld have been: 
right, too. You can't trust the other chap's color judgment to be the 
same as yo urs. 

hen on the 24c Red Lilac date . Did y~u write Clark a separate letter 
and raise this question? If you didn't bring it to his attention, 
you can't find fault if he lets the old statement stand •. ••• even though 
as I think you will find if you trace it, it is a misprint which 
occurred when they first put these dates into the cat alog • . va had 
a misprint of about ~al fo&ishness stay in the Bureau ~rint Catalog 
for three successive lsemi-annual editions, all because nobody 
ever~ wrmte in to either Dr. Mitchell or myself about it . I found it , 
i:QmIp_wB; 8y acc iden t, and correl:ted it. 

spect No . 2. The uestion raised is: 
"hat arrangement of the known stamps shows their 

mutual relationships most accurately . 

his is the point involved in deoiding here to list the 3c 
vermilion---whether under a 0tual stamps , or elsewhere---, in 
deciding what to do with the "3c August" and the 30c black, atc. 

Aspect J. o. 3 he question here raised is: 
' hat is the stamp actually selling for when 

the ca t alog is made . 

The c talog is OT siLmply an orderly list 01' all the known stamps 
arran~d in the proper way . It is a market or price eport. It 
started, years ago, by reporting what the catalog maker was actually 
charging for those items . It then gradually drifted into a sort 
of guessed listing of supposed values, bearing year by year a 
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decreasing relation to the actual market--- a relation decreasing 
steadily s the quoted. ttvalues from stamp to stamp became more and IUl 

more di vergen t from each other as to proportion they were of tre. 
actual market price. 

Y two articles on statistics in [ekeel's v'!eekly cover this matt~r 
pretty thorough~ . 

'hat I wiant to ram home is, that in my jUdgment a catalog listing 
is ~~T correct until it qualifies in all three aspects. Collectors 
definitely do \\S.nt to kno which stamps are hard to get--- lNhi~h ones 
they must pay high prices for. Your catalog does or serve their 
neeJs unless it reliably indicates relative worth--- this means that if 
one stamp sells for $50 .00 anc. another for 1y70 . 00 a ctually, the 
catalog is untruthful if it quotes the first at ,plOO . OO and tbe second 
at 200 . 00 . If the catalog is not going to be on net price basiS, 
then at least its discount rate must be both constant and.. known. 
uhort of that, it's a dishonest book. 

Now if you tell me that this relationship is going to be shown, 
as to relative scarCity, by simply giving the figures for the, 
quantities issued on each stamp, I tell you that there isn't any 
greater untruth told tM.n to give such figures . Here's a per~ct 
example . There were at least 5 times as many printed of the b cent 
1847 as of the 1925 5 cent Norse American . et the 5 cent 1847 is ~ 
probably about 100 times scarcer unused, and 40 times scarcer used, 
than the 5 cents Norse-American. Itts the quantity kept, that is 
the fact that decides the supply--- and the number o:f pro spec tiva 
buyers of course decides the price level at which a stamp is Sold. 
Take for example the prize item of Union of ~outh Africa-- No . a double 
print . 5 copies known . Last sale, 1932 , was for ~120 . 00-- all 
earlier sales for less. 5 copies know-- just 5 . There are not 
enough Union specialists the world over to run the price up above 
thB.t-- and this same copy went begging from 1984 to 1932, in 
d~alerst harus, offered at 80 . 00 by T. Allen in 1924. 

The e'sse of Poland No . 1 is illuminating. Here t s a s tamp issued. in 
1860 . 3 million printed in all . probably not ov~r ~&xmm,x~~ 
4,500 copies exist tOday, counting used and unused, off and on 
cover, good and damaged ones alike. Yet because it's no~ a stamp 
of a very popular country, nice copies sell for around '4 . 00 regularly 
on the current auctions. 

nd now I come to variouS specific :uestions which mayor may not 
have been included in the systematic exposition of the situation . 

Hugh Clerk and your sug~stion for an advisory group of 'the best 
stUdents we have of 19th Century U. S.' : --- well , the B.I •. people 
got him to accept and work with such a group for U •• 1894 to 1938 
issues . For a while all went well; then Hugh got headstrong again 
and simply wouldn't do anything they recommended . They triea to 
get him to change something or other tba.t Hugh was set on having 
his own way-- he gave 'em the usual blah about sticking to what 
John Luff had originally set out, etc. This simply backs up your 
idea that Hugh wouldn't even want suqh a group on the 19th Century U. 
~ . classics. You re right. He doesn t want to have any group to 
pass responsibili ty to. And what's more , he dern well knows that 
.the same thing would happen , only much more so, as happened with 
his Bureau Issues group_ Those who thought they should be on 
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the group , and who are omitted, would do as they did on the B. l . A. 
group--- sneer, deprecate, belittle , and sabotage the work of the 
group-- spe,:::b ially if any of their pet id..eas were not followed . 

vata gue price quotations are part of honest and accurate listings . 
They are not a separate item. This cares for the entire set or ~% 
quest ions you raise about the 90c 1869 , especially the per1'orate<i 
or finished essa~ (or isn't it a proof?) No . l22a . 

iell, who ever expected the A .• s. to be interested in these matters? 
I.&ot doesn ' t exist for that purpose . It wasn't organized to handle any, 

moot ~uestions . By the way, don't you think it's about time the 
A,P • ..J . was de-organized, thrown into receivership and disbanded? 
It has ceased to do anything worth while for stamp collectors . 
The S . P •. wasn't in any better state, ror a long time . It's only sinc~ 
the group centertng around J. l!.dward Vining took hold, and adopted. 

, the policy of doing the opposite of the, . • 3.on any matter, insteac 
of copying the A . l . ~ . , ~bat it has been worth while . 

, 

As for the oOc black matter, I have not looked into erry's mind 
and so can't tell you his moti~e in publishing his article . ly gueSs 
is tha.t wouna.ed vanity, for his hot having been spericially mentioned 
by you in this and other article Q

, for each item which he discovereti , 
was the most probable motive. He evidently saw a chance to score, b.f 
catching you on your not ha ing mentioned the matt 'er 01' the Foster 
statement as to a~tual use. You left a wide-opn gap and he used it . 
He outsmarted you that time. 

Now when we come to the question of color names, I wish you would 
read what I wrote and not bring into the matter considerations that 
don't belong. I say this because you take it that I s y sometblng 
is "wrong" with tm color name of U. o. No . 213 . I merely sai d 
that os . 213, 21711: dark Shades, 260 and 2758 , a.ll are to TJ:JY e e 
the .:;same color and should be described by the same color nama. 

nd I don't give a tinker's damn if some moronic bureucrat in 
_ashington , sollen like a toad with petty importance , gave anyone 
of them a differen t name . s a catalog man, n:w firs t principle is 
that atW officially-given color name is almoot sure to be a silly 
or an incorrect one . 

The mere fact th.t certain incorrect naxoos have long usage doesn't make 
it any more sensible to use them th n to continue to call the mixture 
of proofs, samples, and one actual stamp , an n 1861 First Issuel" The 
color names are wrong--- and if it is wrong to perpeutate the error 
on 1861's it is VITong" to perpetuate the error on a color name . It is 
equally a LI~ in either case . 

"Lake" cannot be replaced by atW one term, because it has been misused 
for several color names . he 3c 1861 is d~rk indian red or dark 
terra cotta . The 2 cent 1890 , o . 2l9d, is crimson . Have you a~ 

. Harvard men among your friends? ut a 2c 1890 "laken against the 
Harvard bannem in their dens and see it vanish as part of the solid 
crimson color of the banner . res __ I did it. 

The 2 cents Columbian never was violet . It's a perfect purle - bro n . 
rot a trace of v iolet in it . 

I 

nd now for the Hiogo ra+e , the Knapp cover, etc . I see that I didn t 
make things as clear as I though I had . ~ 
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The Knapp cover cancellation is NO the "Hioge Japan"double 
circle at all . 1 think that's ob ious. That ' s what I have been 
s ying right along. I said to you in at least two letters , that 
this is .NO the cancellation aoout which there is doubt . I stated 
categorically that this is a well known San Francisco canceller or 
the period. 

The marking +-ha + I think exists as a fake only, is the well known 
one of ..,. OGO J_~.AN in smll circle with smalla'r circle wi thl n. .~ 

o far, nev r .... eer: except on 10c 1869 off cover . Hale the faker is m 
knoW!. to have had such a canceller--- it is shown among the proofs 
from his de ices illustrated in Post a1 Markings No . 67 . All the 
pictures agree with the fake - -- all the pictures of the cancellation. 
~ hat 'a more, so do the few copies of the stamp with it that I have 
seen. 

Ve can't get ar.ywhere on the Riogo matter till we know when that 
postal agency was established. rhat may settle the quest.ion. And 
you kno hON I am stymied on this-- how the P . O. Uept. avoided replying 
to specific query and when I wrote again , insultingly declined to 
look it up farther . 

I have been going after them through other sources . I got the 
1 ashington Service Bureau of the Newark vening News on them wit h 
an inquiry on this . I got The Answer an, radio station ';OR , on them 
with an inquiry on this . If I can get any other sources after them, I 
mean to keep it up , till I get a defini te reply or till I get the 
reply that the information cant t be had at all ••••• • it might turn out 
not to be in the records, though that seems unlikely . 

't We agree on the matter of the probability that the 4 cents overpayment 
on the Knapp cover from Riogo does not probably signify anything . 

As ever 

• 



4~~4 o..Ionth G·rand A1Te ., 
Fort T1.orl S" !Cy. 

lay II, 194201 

1 " .. ~ ~ tephen G.. Rich 
V( rona~ no J .. 

v dea"'" I te o· 

1 ;t ... cr 0_' tl'e 3rd !'6ceived and read with much intere.'t .. 
aLl )ic., .... y rood friend, thut you selected A. poor pert on 
,¥,u y1cl::o( l.~ out, uith1,:D0:'1 to dircuss CA.taJo""ue prices 

_ . ot· X' or: eD of ~.s.taloguo eo i. ting .. I :''1{,lllly tr'J.""1.k r can 
('. CUSf ot">1 r t> '~'bj')ctr' more i:b;}'.ir-ontly ... I li'~e to d:tg into 
v r I' : ro:'::"c.:s rc1 l1C,.ve n.ra f''''' < nr c r tp I 0f"e £a" tire to others 
. ) .c~c (rprole 10 t: '8 .'r"' thcr: I n.~ . 

:!.dE' E' nr 'to Y'hat s.lould ro into the 
irc~"(ed . I tRV~ ~ b ~d ~rd fast 

'.. ': >~ t ") 'r>d" holl y on the "'l'ircipJ ~ of 
!.t~. ' d i ..... '':tln Gt -0. .t"lJ.e .. l.t·_· ...... t 1, ~ .... .l. r; -lcl re 

tr'~ O. t' :.; ),.lr1 n"'z 'e . ·,[tee.. t" .ne -J~ () th .... r rm'1 st or it 
.. dJ. "hon t ld J l::h exc'J::'9.':: n t- ( \ arId a.o~ t t flU: e aT' honC'st 

.,..,..; ut 0'" f'l . ·'11.('·1" "t. C fl-' 1 f f't .. '? f .c if eltl !' t O!'l( "'t or he 
i. l.t~ 't, t~ f U i.s ~ot : _f {~~L rTom G. so Fnt' r (' I aY... corc':'rned • 

If' .".:-! C1.· ,~:: hr d (ny 9sir0 to plflY . 'ail' \-;1 th ~'crican collectol"s 
h \ 0' l( iv lln r0. t"~ ... I' .. ·tt! ()f O1'.:r~ f te.. .ps , ITA CEl.I1 .(Iff l' tris 

. ... 

~CtJ [' C r ~ 1"1 t eJ~(,U;:' e flno. en ') 'ave n' out t' Is 0.' tl' t,. L u.... the plain 
,.., ct , tl'<)t t e p'3r in-eo In 1 >' 'L 4.:'1€ ~'_";n of .., 'iJ. • ri.;:.v . fV cen 
to ~, ly , i "roE: itod flna 'hich h. vo no 1 gitimo.te n1 ce ill fILS cet r logues. 

If' ... f ~ tt ,... 1s Just ~eJ;reen 01.1 '''lelvL, and in t: ·'(m".cl l::.kt:' to ,ake 
1. f: \" co C'r.t8 "1. 70'1"" r .'1R'l"V-S in ekeelis of fp-.:'il 87tr .. rlhek~ re -
~ _ '::s' :>0 for u.::> o'Ghar purpo .... e n the 'orld but to cor'root co tfl i:r tl1~ 
ClOY'!' ~t conc' .us tonD wI' ~ C:1 JOu r"'vG. 

I think you rather ga.ve +-,he .l 'p.'ession that r came alont ar:d bull t up 
~y £,t"r-y of t1:e 1 Sol InSl'e on "t;hfo) :>esem:'ch \'Ol~k of 1 err:! and rl>a~.,t r 
rr d nr> 1"l'ap.. 0 th~r.. . ~)tev0, on lihis cUllption 701.1. m: \ _ one. I tiTUS 

c tudyin -: ~ f,u1 18;"'.1e Ion bei'ore. crl'Y cv r €IV ... co &idr:rf'c... "vlf t the 
• esC' we. ... c l' "lut e c for '::! ~cr~ , ell lre uever Cffi.e ir;to .... his plcture 
1U1til ecelt yp.nrs ~ .. 0 I \"ion'o!- eVtn <i_SCUSS hitJ.. orry did E-.ome rood 
"lcrk in he E'Rrly thirties but nSL-de .. :' '0 ,1 rl"':.vl1l.~) < t the conchu:i..l.on 
that tJ:he Preni~res Vi re nevc~ act"al1y iss'lv:;d, he nover solved in any 
\1UY trc >'!1C::" of misstntementf:. thR.t Luf'f pnbliched in hi., book. I~o 
uteve, I d~d not bi se my study on the work of' Perry" :mu.cl 1 as Bruzer, 
and I think I can s' ow by carl" spo.:Ie lce in .:y f' les that I p"!,-r:tVGG. at 
the solution of tnis 1801 i ... ~ue, ~~acp~ndontly of the work 0: othnrs . 

ca!:. sily na e the bits contributed by both :>erry and ra£,c7'>, c...rd 
'hile their COll ribut ... ons w pe relpf\1.1 co -:;he f1 0.1 'olutio:.". they F 1'0 
~ot vital . In fact, I had .rrlved at the corroct solttion ,e~ore 
certain of: troir cJ.sco ries 1J:uro put into :·l.'int . 

As early' < s '!:;he 1920 f s Chase and I worked together 0n t~le 1861 . E sue . 
At thnt time Brazer ~as not oven knoITn in sta~ps and further , I tLlnk 
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,2. Mr . Stephon G. Rich" Lray 11, 1942. 
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Mr . ~. L. L. Peltz, 
82 State St ., 
Albany, N. Y. 

My dear ir e Peltz: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

March 18, 1942. 

I don't recall thAt I ever saw a 5¢ 1847 £rom Albany canceled 
with a black gric , herefore I was pleased to see this cover 
and to learn th, ~lbany used red until December 1850 and 
then switohed to black. Chase mentioned several post of£lce 
vhere black cancels weI'e used but he did not include Albany. 
Thanks. 

also think that this cov r definitely fixe's the office whl1rth 
used the cUr'\ied "U.ST TES. II I was never quite sure where this 

as applied. Albany ·-;as one of the exchange of£ices and mail 
ent to ontreel in closed bag~ . As thi cover surely orlgina~ed 

in Alba~y this hands tamp was applied there. Inasmuch as it is 
partly under one stamp, it was applied be£ore the stamps, hence 
the letter must have been mailed without the stamps, with postage 
paid in cash, or charged to Emery & Co. Do you suppose those pen 
marks have any signif1cano? I was just wondering . The so- oalled 
fueeling precancel as not a regular ~recancel but evidently some 

kind of a oontrol mark. I have wondered if it wasn't appliod t o 
stamps used on "chargod mail . ff D these pen marks on the two 5rj, 
mean that the postage used on this le ter wes ch~ged to th 
account of Emery & Co. ? Are they "contrOl nla!'ks" of the Albany 
P. O. ? · N turally these are just wild guesses so take them as such. 
The stamp in upper right seems to be "ilell canceled with the black 
grid, so evidently the pen marks ere not for the sole purpose 
to sh~1 ' this stamp as properly canceled. This raises the question, 
"hich wa~ applied first , the black grids or the pan marks . Perhaps 

the a'idence indicates the grids ,are applied be£ore the pen marks , 
becauso the black §r1d ink has some oil in it, and it seems pessible 
that over certain heavy oill/spo sIt tho irlk of' the pen 1'ailod to 
regi tar properly, us stated above , all of this is Buess work. 

I havo been wrong on some of my deductions on U. S. Cml~dian mail l' 
t 0 period subsequen to the :!:'lrst art of April of ,1851 . The 
postel agreement entered into ~lth Canada in late March 1851 pro­
vid for the pre aym nt in eiwher country of the postage to destina­
tion . The rate was lOt per 1/2 oz ., in the U . ~ . to destination in 
Canada, provided the o1'f1ce of origin was lj"lthin 3000 miles of' the 
frontier exchange off1ce . Over 3000 miles the rate was 15t, as l' r 
example California. 

Ace rding to the Canadian notice t e "Agreement" was to go into 
effeot in Canada on pril 6 , 1851. Thus the t 0 5~ 1847 stamps on 
your cover paid the "whole. post ge ll to Dru.rmlondrl11e and there was nc 
postage due in Canada. 

At last . seem to be getting the ~ . S .-Canadian mail rates ru1d markings 
straightened cut. 

Again referring to your piece of' cover. Evidently my theory on the 
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"10" was wrong. I now believe thet the two stamps paid the 
full postage from Canada to the U. S. destination and that the 
'10" was part of two U. S. markings reading, "10 Paic. " 

Th 1852 . L. & R. - Section 343 - stated, "Unde:r the agreements 
ith Canada and New Brunswick, the respective United States 

exchange offices are required to tamp 'U. States" on all lo-cters 
oent ir.to any of the British North American provinces xxx and to 
mark all paid letters receiv d rrom the said pI' vinces with the word 
'Paid ' and the full amount of tho U. S. and Provincial postage paid 
there n, both In red Ink,-and to mark all the unps d letters from 
aid i~o~lnces in black ink, with the full amount of U. S. and 
rov neial postages duo ther on. 1f The frlO' on your piece is in red 

and in a different red than the Kingston, hence U. S . appl ad in 
conformity 'lith the above regulation. Evidently- ahdndstamp ffFaid tl 

,as orig nally on this cover . 

The "agreemont n sta:ted that the "whol If rate w s made up of t '0 
• rts 5¢ U . ~ . (\ithin 3000 miles) and 3 pence Canadian. E ch country 
to retain all postages collected in each ountry. The Canadian notice 
'of pril 2 _ 1851) stated that the rata from the U.S . to Canada '8.S 
. 0 cents or 6 penca Ca."1adian CUl"renc . Hence the ayment on you:!! 
cover (piece) was O.K. In this cRoe, hmever, Canada was the loser 
as he should have received 6 pence on this le~ter instead of 3 penee . 

The agreement stated that less than the ft "lhole combined rat cannot 
b prepaid. ff 

This letter is intendGd as a 1 ttle chat with you, king a guess 
here and th0re p "'ith -the insertion of somo facts I had overlooked 

~ her tofore . I ' ll certainly appreCiate your comments and criticism. 

'Vith .. indest regards, 

Cordially yours , 
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t'r . ;re.. es H. Baxter , 
140 Elmwood ive., 
Norwood , Pa . 

Dea 0 or . Bru:ter: 

434 South Grand. va ., 
Fort Thor as , Ky. 

~arch 3 , 1942 . 

In the October and Janu~r~ isoues of the Collectors 
(:1 b Phl1atellst , :r. G. Gilbort published so .• e articles 
relatin to the co position of the plate~ used fo~ the 
t • • issue of 1847 , 1851, 1857 and 1860. am wondering 
if yo read these articlos and if you agreed or disagreed 
71th th aut o~t. c nclu ions . 

Th Gilbert article have raised ~uitc a co' t~oversy and I 
think that advanced t~ ants of tr£ above i sues uould 
heartily ·";eloo.e so e COll .lont by. 0 eone who eould speok 
&uthoritati ely on the subj ct . In vie' of ycur fine articles 
or. 1 ne en rayed tam ( in the fu ... erict n Phil utelist , I om. 
onderl g if you would c 1'e to co .c;nt on the theories 

0. vanced by,,·' . "'ilbert . 

Sine rely yom .... s , 

.. 
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JAMES H. BAXTER 

• 140 ELMWOOD A VENUE 
• NORWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA 

MEMBER NO. 8983 • u. s. A. 

Mr. StaLJley P. As}throo1C, 
4D4 • Gral.h.l Avenue, 
~ort Thomas, KS. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Unfortunately, I .::i.n not a sur-scriber to the 
Collectors Club Philatelist and have not reaa. the Gi..loert 
articles referred to in your ..ldtter. 

Ii" it is possi ~J.e e'or ;rou to f'OrWfi ~L"a. copies uf 
the articlGG 1 shall 1, e willing to CO!!lmeLJ1i Oll .nis theories 
atter I have carefully studied the~. 

d~ncer61y ~OUld, 

• PHILATEJ~IST AND WRITER OF EDUCATIONAL PHILATELIC SUBJECTS .& 



t',!, . James L. Baxter , 
l~O ~lmwoQd Ave . , 
I o!'ViOod , Ferna . 

Dear .r . Baxter: 

434 South Gra~d ~ve. , 
ort Thoma.s f Ky. 

a-c 23,1942. 

Yours of the 1 )th I'ecei ved. I tl ought perhaps you :rere a 
mc.:n.b ,1' of t',e Col1ec .... ·ors Club and had !'eceived the C. C. 
Phllutelict with the two articles by Gerard Gilbert , formerly 
0.-: Paris. F_,anco , now residing in 110\7 York City. 

In the October 1941 issue , Gilbort stated that the I .'..arly 
plates" oi~ 'I"T ., S. sta .... ps , issues 1847 IIp to 1860, 1ere ;uade by 
IiGalvanaplasty. I In the Ja.: uary 1942 3sue , he had so·o 
fu~thor rem rks along the same lines . Ie made the claim that 
the Toppan, Ca.rpenter , Casilear ". Co. plate~ of the 1851 issue 
wore not steel plat -,3 but VJOl"'e actually c opper p1ates,1 fl st eled. " 

lay I inquire if you a e fully conv ,l~sant with our 1847 nd l851 
stu ps a'ld if you believe you c0111d dispute or confirm tho . ta to­
monta made by r .. Gilbert? Ii" so " I feel oOYl..fident that the 
collecting pubiliio -,ould WQPnly welcome a cl"'1t1cism by you of the 
Gilbert articles . So f ~ no one has answered bis statements in 
print . I think· 'chis should be done . If agreeable to you~ will 
hHJe copies of the Collectors Club Ph1latelist for'fl( !'ded to you 
at my xpense . 

S vernl years ago r published a serles of articles in IIStru.lpS" 
advrucing tho t:eory th t -he 1847 stamps ere prln;ed froll copper 

, plat .s 0 not from steel plates . s these articles have SO'llG :i,"ela-
t on :hip to th') Gilbert statements may I inquire 1f you r ad rr:ry 
nrticles? If not perhaps I can u.."'l.gc to forward you the back 
numb I'S c ntoinir.g my notes . I 'I:!ould also -.. '10100 e your criticism 
of my otas . 

S 1nc ere ly your s, 
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JAMES H. BAXTER 

MEMBER No. 8983 

MI. dtan1ev Ashhrook, 
~ 54 S. Grand A~enue, 
';i'ort 'fhoJlHS, ~r. 

• 140 ELMWOOD AVENUE 
• NORWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA 

• U. S. A. 

API11 n, 1~4G. 

YOUl o~~er to ru~ve c0pLes o~ th~ 
Oollectors U1ut Eni1atelist fOlWaldOu to ~e is 
apple~iated. lr this is aone 1 shall ho willing 
-1.10 expres:.; t.LL1 opiuion a~tel r(:H;I.u.i()g \leU. IIl Gi.lrelt·n 
a:r ticL~s . 

\.ithout C.l 11u1i1"ic.:b.tion 1 uan !lot sa;v that 1 
Bul "f"U.llv " OOy)VOlsuut witn our 1P4 rl anu F'bl iss ,les . , 
rut 1 }dlieve .1 nb-ve ctH'tain in~ol.Ut.l.tion Hhic.:n . ..la~r 
he he1pru.l L1 p:roviag or aisplov.1ng t1l6()l.leS whlc.:h 
hb-ve rdon aUVaDUJQ. 

ina dltlc.:les \/hieh ~Oll pll~lisheu several ye~rs 
(;1go 1n S'tUdlPS l.n.l.useu tui te l:i con"r ovel SV at the tile. 
r do not rec.:tl.11 m ving Pllh.lie17 aSI'Ol te\l ifhether 1 Lle1eea 
with "TOll 01 not; hut 1 0.0 1130&11 r.t.l.ving ag16ed l 'it.1.l 
vou on ¢1l eertui II points. I r :rOll will gi vt:t ne the 
Qa tes wndU the articles HPl'ealed 1 '1'1'111 looJ( the:lI. up .In 
UlV "i1es. 

S I a .a hO.ad weeceaa.s onlY, I wOl1d aPPlecia te 
havi ng Ll;'" "1Oi1 arrive not later thHn i'riaLY so thnt 
I au~ g.lVO .it the ~.!oper attention. 

S.L {lO ere.lV ;'~OU1 s , 

.... PHILATELIST AND WRITER OF EDUCATIONAL PHILATELIC SUBJECTS ... 



Mr . Ja es H. Baxter, 
140 E~wood Ave •• 
Nor ood, P .... na. 

Dear Mr . Baxter: 

434 South Grand 1 ve., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

April 10, 1942. 

have natructed the Librarian of the Collectors Club to 
fo ard you the October 1941 and January 1942 numbers of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist , vmich kindly accopt ~ith " Y 
co ~ L .. ents . 

In orde_ to save you the t Duble, for~arding you, under 
separate cover, the five numbers of Uwtampa" ~hich contained 
the ay·ticle on the 1847 copper pI tes . Thvr"o io no need to 
1 eturn these . 

I ~Jil1 indeed fir atly appreciate your comments on r . Gilbert's 
ro .. arks and also your frank c i ticis~ of my articlo on the 
1847 "copper plates . ' 

"ay I ask your opin on on the followin : 

Is it not a fact that ta pith a do~blo tran fer from a 
copper plate ~ould have different characteristics than the same 
fr ety fro n steel plate? Thi includes 0 course a a- entry 

or a fr sh entry. 

ay further in~l ra if you ov ex 11 d the controvers_ul 
"Knapp 10¢, 1847 shift?!! If not have you ev .... r examined a fine on­
larg d photograph of th s it ? I 0, is it YOUI' op .ion that 
thi variety could by ny ch ~ be "an erro of rintingfl or as 
lliott Perry calls this st '£.n imitation shift- " 

ult bit of contro er y hn ta~en 1 co in I' con~ years on the 
"Kne. ,p s:tlft , " and th rtcoppe plate theoryfl of the 1847 is ue. 
No., e 11. ve the Gilbert theory add to tl"_6 collection. I thi ~ 
the collect ng publ c vlould gre t y ":: Ic e so e co .• 0 t by 0 e 
ho is qualifIed to di cues those three subjects . I hope you are 

that U'\"horit;y nd can give u vt.hing .... or than lot guess s . 

Sincerely yours , 

"~ 
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JAMES H. BAXTER 

MEMBER NO. 8983 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Avenue, 
Fort Thomas, Kentuc~ 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

• 140 ELMWOOD AVENUE 
• NORWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA 

• U. S. A. 

May 3, 1942 

I wish to thank you for the two Qopies of 
the Collector Club Philatelist which arrived early last 
week and the fl ve nUIl'bers of StaJIp5 which arrived the weak 
previous. 

I ~ve not had the time to carefully rea~ 
your artio1e on ,~ei 5. 1847 opper plate theory but bayS 
oarefu11y read Gerard Gi1bert~s article. 

His belief that there was a process by 
which p1atss could be duplicated b,r electro-deposition of 
metal at the time the early issues of ou. postage stsap. 
were printed is oorrect. But he offers no proof that the 
stamps were printed from galvanop1astio plates. He also 
assumes that since these plates were available in Europe 
they were also available here. This I believe is a fall_oy. 
I Qave oomp1eted my research on the de.e~~ment of the 
electrotyping ~ethod of duplicating plates in America and 
shall begin to oollate the data this week. As soon as the 
article is oa1p1eted (it will be very short) I ahall sent 
it to you to use in any manner you see fit. 

Several years ago I had the opportunit,y to 
sUlIine an enlarged halftone print of the "Knapp 10c 1847 
shift." At the time I made a Gelophane tracing of the 
e~raneous lines on the st~p but was unable by superimposin~ 
the tracing on the stamp to find where these line .orresponded 
to the original engraving. Someone, I believe it Was Horace 
Barr, of Reading. Pa., told me he had made a photographio 
transparency and he too was unable to matoh the lines with the 
erigina~. Until a duplioate is found the KOapp shift cannot be 
olassified as anything· b~t a printing variet,y • 

• PHILATELIST AND WRITER OF EDUCATIONAL PHILATELIC SUBJECTS. 
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If the Knapp shift is 8 plate variety the 
difficulty in finding a duplioate is probably aue to the 'act 
that the stamp is part plate and part printing eriet,y; i.e., 
a portion of the extre lines may be a genuine shift an4 the 
balanoe ~$Y be simply ink smeats or offset pig~ent. If suoh 
is the case it would be diffioul. to determine where the plate 
variet~ ends and the printing variety begins. 

You know this stamp perhaps better tbeu any-pne 
else. Can you not,by oomparing the Knapp shift with known 
plate varieties,fing at least a similarity that would 
substantiate ~y theory that the stamp is in faot a ~ongre~t 

Yes, it is faat that there are differences in 
oharaoteristios between steel and oopper plate prints. This 
is especially true when the origina~ was engraved in oopper 
but there are some who olaim the,r oaa differentiate between 
prints fro~ steel and copper plates even though the original 
was engraved in steel'! .. and transf.erred by sidarography. It 
follows that aouble transfer varieties would have different 
oharaoteristics when transferred to copper than they wOaid < 

have when transferred to steel. 

As soon as I complete my oriticis~ 0 the 
galvanoplssty plate theory I shall undertake t o oarefully 
study your oopper plate thoer,;. 

Sinoerely yours, 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, 
434 South Grand Ave., 

Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Stanley: 

'April 6th, 1942. 

I am writing to ask you to help me in connection with an 
article I have about ready to publish in the STAMP SPECIALIST, on the 
subject: Confederate Blockade Covers. The i dea for the article arose 
out of two covers I secured recently, and of which I send you a pho~o­
graph. Then I decided to expand the article and illustrate other block­
ade covers in it, so as to make it more suitable for the SPECIALIST 
rather than STAMPS. 

Larry Shenfield of course wrote a splendid article on this 
subject a few years ago in the AMERICAN PHILATELIST, of which I have a 
copy. Also I saw Larry yesterday and went over the whole sUbject with 
him pretty' thoroughly. However he got ITstuck lT as I had, on one angle 
presented by the two particular covers of which I enclose photographs. 
He felt sure you could straighten it out, as it is a matter of what 
rates were paid as indicated by the markings on these covers. 

I am enclosing the last few pages of the first draft of my 
proposed article, - this being the portion of the article referring to 
these particular two covers. Will you now read them, and then come 
back to this letter? 

The point is of course to get a more adequate explanation 
of the postal markings, - particularly of the black numeral t!5" in a 
circle. The red ITNassau - Paid" postmarks and the red crayon "4" Shen­
field thinks indicates the regular ship rate from Nassau to New York, 
paid in advance on these covers when they were mailed at Nassau. At 
first he thought the black "5t! was the ship rate due and unpaid on the 
covers when they arrived in the New York postoffice, - but this doesn't 
make sense to me. Why was anything due in New Yorm if they were full 
paid out of Nassau? Also why is the usual round New York City postmark 
missing? One theory is that the port of entry might have been Balti­
more or some other place than New York, and then forwarded to New York 
City, with 5¢ due. If so, why no postmarm of such port of entry? Just 
what ship rates were involved in July of 1862 and October of 1863 between 
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Nassau and U.S., - note that these two letters were mailed a year and 
three months apart, have identical postal markings, and therefore both 
must have followed the same route, whatever it was! 

So there is the problem, and I will look forward with great 
interest to your views on it, - as well as any other comments you may 
care to offer on the enclosed portion of my article, and on the fllogicfl 
set forth therein. If you possibly can, will you let me hear from ~you 
on this very promptl~, - for Lindquist is waiting for me to submit the 
article. 

Sincerely yours, 

MacB/HK ." 



, 
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Few covers which went the other way, - out of the Confederacy 

to Europe or elsewhere have been located, although there must have been 

many of them. The Confederate postofflces would not accept them for 

there was no "legal" means for sending them to their destinations. They 

could only be sent by private arrangement with the ship owners or their 

agents, and no postal markings were placed on thew until they reached 

their first legal port of entry, - Nassau, Bermuda, or perhaps England, 

where the regular rates of ostage were paid and they were safely on 

their way, Therefore, unless the original enclosure survived, or there 

were revealing notations on the cover, 1t is difi~cult to definitely' 

identify them. However, the two covers now described in this article 

are amon~ the exceptions for there are strong evidences that they .1'6re 

carried by bloakade runners from Charleston to .I.assau, from whence they 

were mailed to New York City. Evidently the sender, in beleagured 

Charleston, thought this a surer way to get letters through to New York 

t~an via the "Flag of Truce" method through the fighting lines, or per­

haps this sender did not want these letters censoredl 

Figures 5 and 6 are illustration~ of these two covers, atld a 

study of the postal markings on them reveals their story. Delivered by 

the blockade runner from Charleston to the postoffice when it reached 

Nassau, 90stage of 4 pence was paid each cover being so marked with a 

"4" in red crayon. Sent on to New York, the postoffice there hands tamped 

the "5" in a circle in black, covering the Ship-rate due in New York, 

which would have been in re~if paid in advance. An unusual feature is 

that the r egular New York circular ?ostmark is lacking, - but this prob­

ably was because the covers went by private ship from Nassau to ew 

YorK rather t han by a regular 4ail ship. 

Let us now note the dates involved, which are most interesting. 

The first cover bears a penciled notation, - :Ma~4, l~~, obviously 

the date of the letter which it enclosed. However, the circular post­

mark of Nassau, whic~ is in red, is dated July 26, 1862, - indicating 

that it took nearly~onths for tne le~to get through the block-

~.~~~.~ ? 
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ada and sisposlng of ~idea that this cover may have 

sau rather than having come from Charleston. The second cover 

marked "Nassau, B.W.I., Oct. 21, 1863" a year and three months after the 

first one , and yet i~xactlY duplicate postal markings, which 

would tend to prove that this was a well established route for such let-

terse 

While there can hardly be any doubt of the Confe erate origin of 

these letters and of their passage through the blockade, additional proof 

is found in the notation which the sender happened to write inside under 

the flap of the second envelope, which is illustrated here as Figure 7. 

In a small feminine hand is written: 

"Minnie sends love. The members of the family do not kno I am 
writing. Col. Wm. C.H. of Columbi~ (?) died in Ch rleston lately. 
I hope I have the direction (?) but am doubtful." 

Here is local gossip from Charleston being sent to a friend, one 

Mrs. Carson in ew York, - probably the original letter held more gossip 

and naw5 but the lady who wrote it exercised the woman's privilege of 

"just a word more" and squeezed the addltional news on to the flap just 
JZ. \~ E!teLO~!~~ 

before sealing the envelope! Aner!. lIe:(lQWTi dAntly=4ii"lrWWI hlefriesd-

~='e:;~::;;11!!!! ::;:~:=;o was sti.ll =:::;;£1 t;=. md tl~-
Jng tae !ame merois of senaiQg ~er Jetter tbrowg~ tho b19QkaQe! 

These two interesting covers were discovered by r. J mes S. Hardy 

who obtained them from an old resident of Charleston, who was a relative 

of their writer, and whose Aunt was the n innie" mentioned 1n the post­

script. To ,ether with the o ~her covers here 11 ustrated, they now occupy 

an honored place in the Blockade Covers section of the authorfs collection 

of Confederate Stamps and Postal History. Acknowledgment of aid in gather­

ing much of the data in this article is also gladly made t o Messrs. August 

Dietz, Elliott Perry and Stanley Ashbrook, and particularly to r. Lawrence 
L. Shenfield who was the author 01 a scholarly article on Blockade Covers 

Which appeared in The AmeriCan Philatelist of June, 19.38. 
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~lr . H . Morgan Ryther , 
South "ain St . , 
Belcherto'l! , 8S . 

Dear • Ry"Gh r: 

434 South Grnnd Ave., 
Fort Tho!l1o.s , Ky . 

March 12 , 1942 . 

Roforring to y rs of the ~th. The only possible ex lanatio~ 
I can off r fo tle 6~ pluG l¢ cover i o;:;h t 1t vas n lip ,paid 

Y I'ut ... . " Thi£! f course ::'D un cd 01 the suppos~ti::. that the 
l¢ st IP actually o~igin twd 0 the co er e Of t~::.s there is no 
is .bIe proof' . A p'" d n ean. th It )~he Route l' gent pic ~ed 

t is lett ru on is C? " J into o.c t r , depo ited it in the 
P . O. treTe and collected ri~ y f e of One Cent . it 70S p-ot the 
gen ral cu..,tom to pro a r the ,. fee but it i.7aS f!'eq ont1y done , 
ar d ,. en th foe was rep id the r ce':v' (f' off' ce \!llS ot ob1i c 'od 
by tho 0 il a~ o' '" t mar ~ tho 1 ··t r " /lay. " The -· ... 0 OJ: the 39t 
Type I indicate a use ';n 1358. If the Ii' \'ap used on the covor, 
t n 1857 \0 Id b too early . 

h t intere~tn me ore t an the ~atc or use is tho lmpr1n copy of 
lJho l¢. This Typo V t P 0 s not co iC oro Plate ..... 7, 8 , 9 or 
10 , hence it u"'t cO .. e from either PI -;os b 0:''' 6 . Inns. ch as I 
hav never seen a pos tion 50. (such s tr-is i j from oi.ther of thoso 
t "0 pIa'· s it i not '" . p::oie>inr; tl t I am ur, ble to identify the 
~ i:icul I' 1 ' e . Ina5 c 1 c." no ono olno of ihom I kno as ever 

devoted a~ much tudy to the"'e pluto'" as I have, it is qu .te ':mpI'obll Ie 
tr G trere is nn cxlst:ng record. The mOS0 probable use of stanpG 
from t 1 eal" y pftrt of .. ~ , OlCO tri'"' ies i!l 'lith the probo:ble date 
of u "e f,'"' given abo"iT J nd 1 ads , to beli ,re that tl1.e 1ft sta .p 1; as 
,ctual_ u!'1cd 0:.:1 t f' C ere "hy it \'J S c nceled 'at II pen at ~orces ter 
instead of "fit he grid, 1 d ot kno:v. 

oth r explanati n for his cover .1 t' e t is . It '0.3 origmn lly 
mail a. i'ro.J orcecoter' '1 th the 3t 16..>7 and s add!' .... cd to H. • 
l~ld an at .h .'s·i; . ri'" .an, latcr c:,~oQsed ut hi n e and also h e 

\:orcester port. ark ani 1"'0 - d ·nesf:cd the cover eo is Dickinson at 
I 0 1 Arr.h rst , se ci." n" her ci (ular in the en elope unsealed a!ld p'r:oe -
payL g same vi th t e Ii 185'7 . Tho mers.; office pen ca.'lceled the 
1¢'. As you 'rnoi.l , it ",'a not a_ 'ays CUf.tonlory to po~tmark circulaJ." !J. i l. 
I 'IO".lld be in t "'r s te'" in l earning ' ich one of my e;·plar..ao;; ions 0"'" th 
use ap eal to you as t more probabl • 

I f by ,ny chance yo' l: ve no p (>ticul. ... r use for tho It tar ~, I 
like to cquire ·t for the r a80 s hlch I la e fully xplai ed 

o Id 
bo· J. 

Regardine the t l ess co "er . . :1e I h',PTe various list of POL t 
Offlco~ i_ the 1830'G n.d 1840'0 , I have no 1 s t ;hich -ives the :a~, s 
of postmaster- from 1839 to 1851. In the 1839 l i st , Lyman Gilbert ~s 
Ii ted ~ the p . • as I note fro "our emo the saLe. an us tho • • 
in 18 and 18 ~. 

I haven't b d ch lu",k in bein abl to find Pos'cal Gu des of the 
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111r . H. Morgan Ryther . March 12, 1942 . 

18:50's and 1840 ' s . If you run a01'09S any duplicate copies at 
any time , I will appreciate an oppo;("'tunity to acquire sU'~h as I can 
use . 

The fact thnt Erving , ass . hands tamped the cover both front and 
back is quite unusual , bu.t why this was done :in this case is a 
mystory to me . 

Sincerely yours , 

. " • -- fly "'- ~u gost; chat you 'Ii ito • ). ldrich, C 1.1ef Inspector, 
ost Office Dept . , .asl1.ine;to. , D. C. I am sure that; • r . Aldrich 

'Ii ill r..,::" jt" you the names of the post asters at Northf" Id 5.n "che 
forties ~ ~ 

~ 

'. . . 



• 

I , 

OFFICERS 

ARTHUR W. DEAs, President 
JAMES B. KREMER, V ice President 

PAUL F. BERDANIER, Secretary 
THOMAS F. MORRIS, Treasurer 

• 
TRUSTEES 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN, Chairman 
THEODORE E. STEINWAY 

HARRY L. LINDQUIST 

• 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR. 

FROM THE COLLECTORS CLUB LIBRARY 

W. R. M'CoY, Librarian 

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas 
Kentucky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 
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ARTHUR E. OWEN 

THEODORE E. STEINWAY 

January 29, 1942. 

I was astonished the other day in looking up 
something in the Collectors Club PHILATELIST to find that 
you evidently have never had any articles in that paper. 

I expect to have quite a little to do with the 
next (April) issue and it certainly seems to me that an 
article by you on some pertinent subject would be a fine 
thing to include in the issue. As you know, the PHILATELIST 
really ranks very high in the philatelic literature field 
and articles in it are rather widely read and referred to. 

We would be willing to have cuts prepared for 
anything without cost to you and I am sure that you know 
the high type of cuts which we have been using. 

I would consider it as a personal favor as well 
as aDpreciation of some of the assistance the Library has 
endeavored to give, if you could let me have something. 
The subject and length of your own choice. 

Yours very truly ,~/ ~ 

~ (/ t') 1~ 
LW. Lloyd Hea h 

· ~ .1' 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Fort Thomas 
Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

A few years ago I took part in a minstrel show 
given by Mens Club in my Church. In that show I sang a 
song titled "You Can't Blame Me For That". Guess I'll 
have to come out to Fort Thomas and sing, the chorus to you 
to cover my position re the matters in th1rd paragraph 
of your letter. All I am doing is "making up" the paper. 

However, Mr. McCoy is going to be away until 
after the April issue is ready and I'll have to be the 
goat for anything wrong in that one. 

My feeling about the PHILATELIST is that it is 
one of the FEW serious philatelic publications that exist 
nad I would 11~ to see articles by the leading (and I am 
NOT throwing b04~uets at you) students appear in its pages. 
It was for that reason I wrote as I did. I think that the 
PHILATELIST will be the one to be honored by having an article 
by you in its issue. 

I would appreciate it very much if you could get 
out an article, length to be your own jUdgement, on some 
good interesting matter for the April issue. I plan to 
send copy to printer as early as I can, not later than Mar. 
15th 1f possible. Would like someth1ng that could be 
FULLY illustrated. We can have any photographs made here 
if necessary if you supply the original material. Of course 
there would be no charge of any kind to you. 

I certainly appreciate your evidence of cooperation 
and will await further word with interest. 

~~~ 
W. Ll~y~ H;a' . 



Mr. W. Lloyd Heath" 
't The Collector Club, 
22 East~5th st., 
tlG YOl1k , N. Y. 

D f$ r. Heath: 

434 Soutb Grand Ave., 
Fort Thome. ~. Ky. 

Peb. 13, 1942. 

Yours of tho 4th recel ved,. and at about the same time th$ 
January 1ssue or thee . c . P. arrtv{)d, ltb the peXtfettizr 
ridiculous remarks by GUbert. 

I know full, ell that you hd nothing to do with the pub11ca­
tion ot G11bof't'g non ens'e, but does the Octal> r -and Janutlit'1 
issuos just1t1 your statement that the O. C. P. is ane o:t th& 
£e erlous philato11e publlcatlons that e~d.$ts in the world 
today? Can publication be considered sox-tau it the Ed.:1tott 
in charge kno pl'!lct1cally noth1ng about the subjaets treated? 

TJ'Ul., nythins OM happen 11'1 A1!1erlcfh Jiel"$ we haY$ a toretsner 
aeeeptlng r1cafl hoIJP1taJ.lt=r, one who kn()\Vs absolutely nothing 
bout United states stamps, nnd whose ego borders on in nn1ty. 

This French e~pert proceeds to tell us that all Amerioan students 
ar~ rong" and to prove l:U.s ln' am cGnclU&iona he e1ta evldanc 
that was dlsc~od1ted year$ ago. One might $xpect such stuft in 
tho Westcm stlU't+P Oolleotol-j or perbApa even Ul Gossip, but not 
in jOUPnal, supposed to eater to advanoed eollctors. 

You very kindly asked m$ to subndt .an llrt1Ql~ foX' the Apr-f.l ls$ue. 
Perhaps some pGople oOllett d6.'1ll a.nd dash Qn a~t1cle 'Otf the 
typGwriter in ten or fifteen minutes but I hav novel' b en abl~ 
to do such a thing. An~ serious artiole thnt X prepar • r$quires 
muoh time and thought. perhaps several d ys labor, ll1ak1ng ttpeolal 
drawings _ photog,I'apbs, etc .,. 1"01' \Th1eh thore is no ~Q~erQ.t1.on. 

In all f'rankne s may I ask, if you ore in my place, would you 
f el vary enthus1 stl0 about taking t1me out to prepare an artiole 
tor a pub11eatlon toot publlBhe sueh ;rubbl,ah as Gilbert" stuff' 
in the October and January 1 sues of the C. C. p.? 

Over tout' hundred years ago, t inhub1tants Of this planet thought 
tb1 glob ' was flat , but Columbu had a d1fferent Idea and prov~d 
hi th otty. On would hardly suppose there were an:1 olvl1.1zed 
poople todaY' who till thought the world wa flat but aOQordlns to 
report , on W1lbur Glenn Vo11va of Zion. t11~ Qontends that the 
world 1 not round but flat. ouppoea the Nat10nal aeog~8ph1c 
published n article y Voll v in mich he based his conclusion on 
the .flnt theo17 07 quoting 80m oracked 'brained SCient!. t of the 
pre-Columbu age. Wh t would tb reader o£ tho National Geographio 
think or their editor? Would th tb1nk he was jU$t1t1ed 1n pub­
l1sh! thl f'new evidence?" or would they think thp.t the Vol1ve. 
remark wer nuts? 

Not Gilbert' e closing words on pag,e 65. Refe~~lng to the plates 
of the 1947 1 Bue be tnted: 

ftThe pl to bleh w -r de troyed on DeG. 12~ 1851, were the onl-y 
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Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Ashbrook: 

Feb. 16, 1942. 

Yours of the 13th at hand. I don't blame you 
in the slightest for your remarks and everything else. 
You are not the only one who feels the same way. 

This will have to be one of those "Under the 
RoseH letters where we can let our hair down and go to it 
but to be treated as absolutely confifential. 

As you say, I had nothing to do with the publication 
of the article. All I have been doing for the oast two 
issues is Hmaking up~ the pages for the printer; I was 
not at all 1moressed with the article and went to the bat with 
the editor about it but was "put in my place" by him. 

I ~~ve always been very proud of the O.O.P. and 
what it has f~ays stood for. That is reason I wanted the 
article by you so badly, because I knew that it would be 
a feather in the O.C.P. hat to have an authority like you 

.. 

(no bouquets - just facts) in our paper. I HATE controversial 
issues. They ha~eno place in the O.O.P. and if I ever have full 
say th~~Will be none. 

Am trying to get so much REAL material for·· next 
issue that there will be no space for article by "our friend" 

(or anyway, nothing about u. s.) 

This is off the record, but I hope you will 
cooperate with me and we will see what we can do to make the 
April issue a bang up 100% philatelic issue. 

Hastily ~~ 
~lOdHeath 
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Mr. Tracy W. Simpson, 
1475 PO'vell St . , 
Oakla.nd" Callf . 

My dear Tracy: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Feb . 18 , 1942 . 

Yours of the 16th received. So far as I can learn" no one has 
taken Calbert t s remarks seriously. Personally I think hG is a 
ental case , qnd I say this advisedly becnure I have been in 

correspondence with him for some .0 th8 . I have tried to set 
the fello~' right and really have at times been quite indulgent 
and tent out of .y lay to explain to him that there was no way 
in tho v'orld that many of his state ents could be correct . 
Getting di~gusted, I tried to insult him by telline him in plain 
English th8.t such and such a state lent (in lettel") waf.. absurd. 
His Galvanaplasty t eory is all voct a ld '.1, sn ' t a semblance of 
fact . 

The 1847 plates were copper and the 1851-57- 1860 plates were ~ 
steel . The toppan 1851 plates we~e ade by exactly the same pro­
cess as the Perkins Bacon platos . Toppan Carpenter we:?:'e in very 
close touch Yith Perkins Bacon and there is no quortion but "lhnt 
they exchsnged ideas and followed PI' ctically the same methods of 
manufacture . In 1851. the Government specified steel plates and 
the Toppan firm used steel plates . In all my years of study of the 
l~ pI tes I never ran across one single bit of evidence to indi­
cate anything other than steel plates . Every single piece o£ 
evidence fits together like a j g- sa . ~or example , take my study 
and explanation of the l¢ inverted tran~fers . Covld a p1 te such as 
Gilbert su'gest, produce these? Never in a million years . Take the 
Plate 2 flaw . Characteristically steel plate . \Vhen one considers 
such things one can only come to the conclusion that Gilbert is not 
only "NUTS" but is actually crazy. 

I ' ll arguo with Uncle Ike of the Philatelic Peach Orchard but I 
won ' t take time out to argue with l~ent 1 cases . 

Such irresponsible slop should never have been published and oelieve 
me I have raised almighty hell about it . Had McCoy k own anything 
about 19th Century tamps , he never ould have accepted the Gllbo-t 
r ot . But I can tell you this in confidence - MCCoy has been fired 
as editor of the C. c. P. and there will not be any •. ore Gilbert 
stuff in tho C. C. p. Further. he hasn ' t a chance to got anything 
in "stamps . " I have put R1mble wise and I don ' t think Ralph vli11 
accept any of hi stuff . 

In the ~arch A. P." Les Brookman will have quite an article on the 
1847 issue and at the last minute before going to p~ess , Les called 
me by phonc and read e sone comments he had added on Gilbert ' s 
stuff. I advised him to cut it and ignore completely all of 
Gilbert ' s remarks on the 1847 sta~ps . I suppo~e he took my advice . 

All of which boils dom to this . I don ' t suppose thore is evan one 
member i. the R search Group who took Gilbert ' s stuff seriously, 

.~ 

hence perh ps it might be wasted effort to call attention to Gilbe~t's 
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Mr . Tracy W. Simpson, Feb . 18 , 1942 . 

remarks . On the other hand , there may be some members in the Club , 
who are not sufficiently informed and may have got the illipresston 
that maybe Gilbert had something new. So this 1s what I suggest , 
suppose ,e publish your article in the C. C. P. rather than limit­
ing it to 30 members of the Group. I'll be glad to insert a notice 
advising Group members to watch for it in the April C. C. P. 

Now I am very r~sty on the 3¢ 1851- 1857 so I further suggest that 
you have Doc look over your notes and add any points vhich you 
might have overlooked. 

eg rdi g you.r remarks on the Luff Reprint in Gossip . The place for 
t ~ese rem rks is in Gossip and inasch as I am on friendly terms 
with the editor, perhaps he ould not refuse to Publish them. 

urther - regarding your remarks on the &.n . S. Hughey Clark 1s a.. 
very tonchy L dividual and don't elcome public criticism of his 
o nissi on , errors, etc. I judge the purpose you had in mind was to 
obtain some revisions in the ~¢ listings . I think the ~est way to 
accomplish this objective 'f'I'ould be to let ne send your remarks to • 
ugh with my VI _olehearted endorse:oent . 

Hugh thi~~s that if anyone ha any kick coming he should take it 
.p with him personally and not call the whole world t s attention to 
listing~ hich could be criticised. 

The next "stamp Specialist" ill be out next week and in my article on 
the IIprem1eres" you will find I offered a number of suggestions for 
thba logue revisions, but what I want to call your attention to is this . 
I las ve~y guarded in any criticism of Hugh, and besides , this article 
is supposed to be a means of paving the ray for badly needed revisions 
in the not distant futuro . 

Perry to po~e as a big shot has severoly criticised Luff and the 
catalogue, in "p~ts" as no doubt you v;ill recall . As n result of the 
way Perry has handled his suggestions, Hugh has no use for him in the 
world, hence i1ith such bad blood between them, J'erry ' s ravings have 
little influence on Hugh. . 

Again referring to your notes . III several pll1ces, you statod that 
Gilber t might be right on his Galvanaplasty theory. I am just wonder­
ing if this is the proper attitude. Consiler the nature of the 
argument you are dincussing. A remark, "he may be correct lf might 
leave a doubt in the reader's mind, hence you weaken your argument . 
If you are convinced Gilbert is wrong then perhapQ it would be better 
to go whole hog . You are a student of the 3¢ stamps and plates . 
Gilbert is not , therefore you should, in my opinion, ·~ite from an 
authoritative viowpoint . You can at lea~t state that you have never 
seen any evidence to ake you even suspect that the plates were not 
steel and th t you auld not entertain any such an idea unless sensi­
ble and convincing evidence was prenented which certainly was not 
done in this case . 

Understand Tracy. you are my friend , and I am volunteerin the advice 
in this letter as friend to friend, lith the full understanding that 
you are to accept any part that sounds reasonable to ou and to reject 
any that does not appeal to you. rant you to know that vmatever is 
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Mr . Tracy W. Simpson, Feb . 18, 1942. 

O. K. with you is O. K. with me a.nd if, after mul1ing over my 
views as expressed in this letter you would still prefer to carry 
out your original intention return your notes to me and I'll 
gladly follow your wishes in the matter . 

This will aCknowledge receipt of your check for ~10.00 for the 
"Research Group" fOl'" whlch kindly accept my, thanks . You have 
been very generous in your support of the 'Group" and I certainly 
appreciate your rine co- operation. 

I deliverud your message to Mrs . A. and Stan Jr. and also to Mr . 
Chips . Mr . Chips is really qllite some man, all decked out in his 
heavy winter fur overcoat . Mr . Chips is no ordinary dog , as he is 
quite a gentleman in conduct and taste . For example, he not only 
enjoys hamburger, steak, but is very fond of beans , carrots, cake, 
salt i'ising bread, and greatly enjoys topping off a meal with some 
walnuts f rom l<~dga.r f s - anch. Imagine a dog eating nuts as well as 
cake and raisins . 

We send you our kindest regard8 . 

Sincerely, 

.. 
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Collector Club Phil telist 

De r Sir: 

I beg to take issue i th r. Gerard Gilbert Y.'ho wI'ites in the Janu ry, 1942 Col­
lectors Club bilatelist that it is his beli! that the plate~ of the 30 1951 re Dro­
duced by 1eotrolytio deposition of cop er or, l' ter, iron on. coppar; or that the later 
states of plates 1, 2, and 5 re ade by eposition of I, sl,l1ngll surfaoe by e1eo­
trolysis of ferro'As solution. 

Such a proc ss could not produc ost of the kno n doub1 transfers that ex! t 
on the let r state of plat s 2 and 5, or on the inte ediate an late stat s of plate 1 . 
Do ble transfer'" that occur on 1 ter states of a plat, and hich ar ne transfer'"; Le . , 
not found on the previous state of th. plat!:!, obviou!lly co 1d only have tten there by 
hav1ng the transfer roll impressed into the plate. This is co~trary to the ass ptions 
of th II m1.lvanopl sty" ide , which is that later states o.r these plates "era ' ,$ by 
merely d )ositing ro copp r on theLl, and then ~tting the plate to improve i,,~ sur­
face. 

T e arewnents 'v n i n support of the alv,IDoplasty id a, at least ,'lith respect 
to the 3c 1851 plat 8, 'Will not "hold water" hen oxamined critically. Th author makes 
quite a point of th Luff theory that "in pr perin> the earlier p1a s of this value the 
surface of ~ach plate was laid oft in little upright reotangl a •• • •• into each of those 
rectangl s th deoign as tr n~t rred." From this, the point i made that steel intaglio 
~rk could not have ~en done if the rectane1es had bean so dra in advance. 

The lIlittle rectanGle" theory s exploded by Dr. Chase years' o . One haa only 
to exrunine a bloc k of four of these stf S to se ho tho rectangles, hich compriSE! 
th cut out r ines of thea tnmus, are not in ali .1 nt ... th r vertically or horizon-
tally, though better aligned vertically than horizontally. If theyer laid out on the 
plate prior to transferring the designs, the ork uld have been done in some regular 
way; say, by T quare and triangle, whicn would have roduced raaso .ably exact lign ~nt 
of th rect n les. Th best eVidence, of course, is compris d in the ~re tar portion of 
the three right rows of th left pane of pla 3. 0 rect ng1 s exist at th·~se positions . 
Instead, the engraver d some vertic 1 recut lin 8 adj cent to the at. p i prension, 
sing from on to four lines, arranging them, pparently, to create more pleasina a -

pearance of sn cing - st likely to conceal from the casual observer that serious mis­
alignment had occur.red in tr nsferriI those positions. It is inconceivable that he dre 
th s rior to the pr sions of the tronaf r ro 1. 

noth I' point th t discredits the "little rectangl II theory is that if it re 
valid, there ould be no reason for havin the guide dots pp ar on the plat in the 
exact manner that they do. 

The author quit clearly impli. 9, Iso, that th early stat of th 3c 1851 
late sho d ai s of ear an re de for that reason, fin 11y roducinc the ttl te" 

stat in ich the re un copp r . snow ov rl- id with iron. e then states, with re­
sp ct to pIn 1 (la"~, at it produced over 308.475 sheets" thout gett1l1 orn in any 

y." If these tat be examined, it is evident that redeDoslting metal upon an 
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To the ditor - 2 February 26, 1942 

early state of plat~ could not removo traces of urevious ·ear. All it ould do auld 
be to increase the thichless of the plate. All of the siens of the previous ear 0 ld 
be carried to the new state of the plate. No it 50 happens that the ~arly states 'of 
these plates did not aho . any sign of 'trear. I have over JOO copies fro.A ea.ch of the 
early and inter ed1ate states of plate 1, and therl3 is no si of "'ear on any of them. 
Ho ver, and by contrast, tho stnops made from plate 1 (late), contrary to th state ent 
of the author, do sho excessive w ar in the last year of use, the lata impr ssipns being 

lmost caric tures of the stamp. 

I wiLl only briefly t~uch upon -;hy the early states of these plates :ce re-~·orked. 
It is probable l as hinted by Dr. Chase, thnt the imoressio S Ti'ere not found to be deep 
en~ 6h (possibly to handle the inks that ere available, causing slowneus of printing due 
to ping difficulties). 06sibly, the rlUm rous short transfers of the early states may 
ba.v had Bomethin to do 'With it. or one thing i. t is certain, they ere not reworked be­
caus they were ru. Dr. Chase t s book states definitely, d th respect to the early 
state, "The pI te of course ho ed no ar while in thi s state. II • e repeats the B e 
statement th respect to the intermediate state. 

Another tter that opens th entire It Ivsnoplasty" theory to question -is an n­
alysis of t would have to be one to produce a recessed plate by using the process. 
A single transfer roll bet een the original die an the plate oUld. roduc > a recessed 
1:mpres ion i n the gutta percha. If this had cop:oer deposited thereon, the only ay a 
recessed plate could b~ had for )rinting 'ould b for th~ paper upon which the stamps ~re 
pri t d to be pr~osed a ,ainst the side of the copper that bore the recess. This ;ould be 
the top of the cop er, or the side opposIte to the gutta percha impression. This means 
that the copper shell, after removal {'rom the u.tta pereha, ,",ould have embossir~g on the 
bottom. If this .as th n ounted on a metal back n , the mounting _roblem ould be moet 
difficult. Ho ever, even if , assume that thin hurdle could be overcom , how can W8 ex­
plain the fact th t all of the finest lin_6 of the design continued on the liquid, or top, 
aide of the copper shell hile it s beir g built up by deposition? Kno ng something 
about xtra-thlck el ctroplat1ng, ... t is y opinion toot the fine l1nes uld not all be 
retained, t hoJgh of cours th_ underne th side of the plate, in direct contact ~th the 
gutta percha, uld have every line retained. 

It is believed that t only way the above can be controverted ould be to say that 
th~ gutta percha as never r_c seed t all, but t hat it as embossed. Th~s would require, 
then, i ther that the od nal die be used for making recesses in th gutta i)ercha ( and 
, kno. it was not b c UD~ th or1 1 die s too big), or that there I rc t transfer 

roll tr t were inter edi ste bet en tho die and th plate. The last is possille, but 
most unlikely. 

It is submitted th t even if a fe of tho above considerations can be brou~ht 
thin the seop of th " lvanoplastY" theory, the evidence of the n double transfers 

that are found on late state of certain plates i incontrov rtibl. Fro this, it is a 
reasonable conc1 sion th t suell b131ng the case for these plates, it iv likely to be the 
case for the oth r late 5 de by Toppan, C rp nter, Caslle r Co any. 

CCs: Dr. Carroll Ch se 
Yr . Stanley B. Ashbrook 
r. Leo J. h ughneaay 

Tracy • Simpson 

e rke ley, California 



• .1' . mracy ~ . Sin:pson, 
1475 Poviell st ., 
Oaldand, Calif . 

De r Tl'acy: 

434 South Grand Ave . , 
Fort Tho~as, Ky. 

1 arch 1 3 , 1942 • 

can no _> oX'e explain thi s letter tban y ou . It ~ s Su:."6 ('lue r 
an' "te tle opposite of the stuff hancied to m . L oks like 
1.th 'Me "B some double crossing somewhere . rv'hy not 1 thdraVi 
yo r note. and have Lindquist publish them in tlStamps?" 

He th i lyin3 to you as it is not too late fo~ the April 
is. un . He has been begging me to g! V0 ~im S omethi._g for the 
pri1 n'1.L."!lber . I .as informed .cCoy was 'out , " had resigned . 

Team,:!) i'or t ~s lit! o1'fll and nothin of ine . i1 go in the 
C. C. P. Like any uch orgo.r.izationt:' , this Club i'" I"Ln by n 
cl- qul'3 ~md generally such cliques are a bunch of heels , so I make 
it a rule to ive them a ~i e berth. his includes 1 philatelic . 
societies , even the Royal , " "hlch by the \;ay , gives me a pain in 
the nock. 

Look 'It tho . P . ..... . - Wilhelm - Gues", - __ lein - Davis a .. _d a "ew 
other n ncapoops . I can ' t s~and the sight o~ ilnelm - the 
uln he give' me is terrific . 

L t me ':no - what yo do . 

Yours etc ., 

.~ 
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Mr . Karl Burroughs , 
46 Langdon Ave ., 
Watertown, Mass . 

Dear Mr . Burroughs: 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Tho as , Ky. 

Feb. 7, 1942. 

I am returning herewith your cover with the vertical pair of 
the 5¢ 1847. I think you vdll find that the pair COr.les f:"'om 
the same pane s your 89L-99L pair , that is, it is B1L-91Ll 
in tead of B1R-91'tl . I find I have a photograph of this same 
pair which was sent to me by teve Brown some years back, to­
gether with a photogra.ph of a 91Ll with big sheet margins . 
I affi enclosing a print of this single . steve loaned me his 
negatives and I m de duplicate prints . You Vlill note his single 
has no margin dot to left and that this sheet measured 10 1/8 • ~ 

I agree with you that there ~as so e recutting on the 5¢ PlatEl #1 
but so very little that I never thought it was practical to call 
attention to them for fear their extence might be overestimated. 

Regarding marginal dots . The Emerson straddle copy sho ad a 
gutter of 7 mra, and the main n~ginal guide dot was 2 rom from the 
left pane and 5 rum from the right pane , thus we find left pane , 
10th vertical row positions '.vith dots 2 rom to right but if a 
right pane first vertical row posit:ton does not show a sheet to 
left of 5 rum or over, it will not (?) show any marginal guide dot 
to left . If..y record shows that 50Rl- 90Rl (D. T. ) and 100Rl show no 
marginal guide dots to right . 

I quite agree with you that all the guide dots were punched on the -pJa tee 

I note that you secured lot 2188 in the first Knapp sale . Congrat­
ulations . I have no photograph of ~his item. I am rather sure 
that the only marginal dots that can be considered as "guide dotsr! 
are the ones to left and right of' the tri- folinte ornamonto .• 

I am a fully sorry but ! do not have a duplicate print of your 
89- 99Ll pair. 1£ you would like for me to make a new print for you, 
please let me know • . I have no system for filing negatives and when 
I run out of any duplicate prints I have to search thru a lot of 
negatives to locate the one desired. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a photo of your proof block 
made when it belonged to Emerson, al~o copies of the teve Brown 
photos . I made a new negative of your pair and ~ill ~end a print 
later . 

Cordially yours, 
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Mr . Karl Burroughs , 
46 Langdon Ave ., 
Hatertown, Mass . 

Dear Mr . Burroughs: 

434 South nrand Ave. , 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

1 aY-ch 3 , 1942 . 

Yours of the 21st received. I have often wond.red if you ever 
succeeded in locating the positions of your 1 rge proof block 
of 30? TiLts I have not been able to do , nd if you have placed the 
block I ~cul prefer that you do n t give me the positIon a "t 
Vlould be b .... tter if' e olved the pI ting independently. Here i 
tho progreos I have made . aturally tho top horizontal 1'0 of 
the block can come .4ly fro. the 2nd, 3 d or 4th horizontal ro',.'s . 

0110 iTbu h h s an irret-ul r block of 12 which I beli va wes cut 
fro your block. T 1s block is 5 vertical X 2 horizontal ~ith the 
botto. :'''071 cO"lsisting of a s'Grip of fot'..r , which jo ns the bottom 
1'01 in your block. 

In other words , if the top row in :your lock is fro the second 
- 0 f the position~ 10 11d e 15 to 20L incl 1 e. This would make 
the positions in the oll%ush block as follows: 11, 12, 21 , 22 , 
31 , 32, 41, 42 , 51 , 52, 53 ld 54. Th botto ~c; in ur block 
:ould be ~, 56 , 57, 58, 59 and clO , 

The Forcos block of I' , (4 X 4) duplicates positions in the Hollow­
bush blocl as follows: 11 , l~Z , -.;1 , 22 , 31, 32 , 41 and 42 . Th s 
it 1111 be noted that the 8 i~sing posit_ ons in the reconstruction 
of your block plus the Hollowbush bloc are supplied by the NorcDos" 
block. nay , of course , be wrong in my conclusions ' ut nevertheless 
I ax passing them .... long to 'ou a d y U Lay be able to prove or is­
prove the. . f I am correct t en '1-' Vlould have a reCOLlS !'U\,;ted 
bock of haIr the pane . 

Further the erphos used block of 12. co ~es fro the second and Lhird 
horizontal lOWS 1 your pI C~ . Of courGe you h v iscovered tlis 
but I 'lOuld like to have .you coni' tiona It is to be regretted 
that such an u usual block JaS not of I. ore assl.stnnce . 

egerdlng ~ho roon straddle copy . I las not ble to tch this 
lith any osition in your block . I have n good rocord of lOOL and 
also 10 • so his leaves three pos ible positions from ;hlch the 
Emerson copy could cone . 

Re - tho 90~ 1860 double transfor's . II-he listings have been in the 
catalogue s nce tho early tV/en ios a.G. iIlhen they were made I am sure 
they did not refer to any particu:::!.ar posi cions , but were recof'd from 
copies noted regardless of pI te positions . 0 far us I m con-

. carned I don't kno"l luch about tho left pa!le , so it is p09Pible this 
pane misht have produced so e nice ex pIes . eOR is ~~ excellent 
example of the top double . 

Re - the 5¢ 1847 die proofs , dot or dash on left fran e line oppo ita 
the 10 lor P .tr-t of "u . ff I havv no record of a u"'sd at .!llp which sho'ls 
thi mark , nor have I any plate proof which ShOV1B it . I note you 
have a plate proof whlch shows this mark, also several used stamps . 
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Mr . Karl Burroughs. arch of 1942 . 

Can it be possible the marks are identical with the die proofs? 
If this marking was on a relief used for a plute why is it that 
so many p<'lsitions fail to show it? 

Have ~rou a photo of the .ard unused block of 16? I intend to 
ask Wal"d for n ' print" perhaps I could induce him to 1 at me have 
two . 

incerel yours , 

.. 
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Mr . Karl Burroughs , 
46 Langdon Ave ., 
"v'.Jatertown, Mas s. 

Dear fIr . Burroughs: 

434 South Grand ~ve ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky . 

April 22 , 1942 • 

Sometime ago you were kind er..ough to send me photos of the 
two Kennedy covers , so I am. returning the ones which were 
Teceived t~is aek . 

I am enclosing herewith a etampless Kennedy which I have had 
for many years , probably bn.ck to about 1918. At one time I had 
perhaps ten or fifteen similar Kennedy items and no doubt I 
still have them packed away vvith a lot of junk. That do you 
think of tris item? Do you think it ca e thru as it is or do 
you think that at one time it had a 10¢ l847? I judge the 
curved "paid ll is the ~ew York, s ill this color seems odd for 
Ne ; York , not red enough, and I ",r- lpS too much bI'Own. If this 
was applie at New lork do ·you thiILl{ it ·'!ou.ld have been so hand­
stamped if the cover contained a 10¢ 18471 Perhaps yes , if the 
cover was of a Vintage of 1847 or 1848, but in May 1851 it seems 
to be rather irregular- for New York to use the curved "Paid" 
in addition to an adhesive stamp. 

Suppose e go on the theory that tho letter came tbrou" as is I" then 
in whut ¥lay does it differ from the two covers , photos of wl~ich 
rou sent me? 

I am ~ot quest oning either one of these covers , but rather , merely 
discussing the . ;oth of these covers have 10¢ stfl. ps 'Ihich are 
not tied to the cover . In addition the grlds a 0 different though 
one cover is ~ep . 3 , the other ~ep . 10 (1847) . 

.~ 

Note the Sep. 3 . If this was originally a stampl~ss about ~he only 
place where a lO¢ could have been added is in the place where it is . 
Note the bep . 10 . Here the stamp is crowded close to the upper 
rig...~t . . as it added? .p as it so placed, in order not to cover up 
the pen "4, " which was surely struck subsequent to the ti e the stE' p 
was put on by "DorVlin ll wbo rented Box 160. 

Again referring to my cover . You w 11 note the dat;e 1s "Mav 12 18'::;1 , " 
hence this is rated according to the II greemcnt" of April 1 51 bet'ieen 
the U. S. and Canada . Under the terms of this agreement , lett3~s to 
the Eastern U. S . ere rated at six ;ence , which prepaid the postaBe 
to destination in the U. S. 

Eacll country was to keep all postages collected, in other words , no 
settlements on balances . No I this st pless cover sho-,s it was rated 
in Canada at lIl:dx pence" and evidently this sum was charged to Box 
251 (note "paid 251") . In addition , 'ontreal stamped it IlPaid, " hence 
this cover did not require a lOt stamp, so it ls perfectly evident it 
came thru as it ls . 

I am calling your attention to these points for the following reasons: 
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Mr. Karl Burrol'ghs, Apri l 22, 1942. 

First, I think a crook' oould take this cover and add to it a 
I6¢ r847 whieh had a red grid struck fairly in the center , and how 
many collectors would be able to recognize the difference between 
the two covers of Sep. 3 and Sap. 10 and this stampless item with 
a lO~ added . 

Second., SOlna could state that your two c overs were perfectly good 
and in the same class as my stampless , the only differ nce be i ng 
that originally all had lO~ stamps but that someone removed the one 
on this cover . Of course the date and rating disproves this . 

Third, somG could claim that all three covers did not originally 
have stamps , as proved (?) by my stampL,ss cover . Thus you can see 
the fallacy of such opinions . 

Again rogarding the "sep 3 . " Unless I ara mistaken this grid looks 
like one used at Brattleboro., Vt . In fact I have a 50 1847 (off) 
with a Brattleboro grid struck in the exact center like the lO¢ on 
this cover . _11 of which may not mean a thing. 

This is just a little discussion behl eerl ourselves, and in no vJay is 
it any criticis of the t"'vo Kennedy covers . 0 far as I actually 
know at present , they are good as gold. 

R~garding Kenne~y covers . I have seen various Kennedy covers which 
had the lO¢ stamps IIsecurely' tied . At least, I don't recall that 
I ever questioned any of the IItieS'. " 

"bat I would like to see and examine is a nu~ber of Fennedy covers . 
all I could locate . make photos of each and then s tudy the whole lot , 
side by side .. 

egarding the o¢ 1847. I think Chase was right on his threo dot #80. 
but I am not quite sure that the botto~ stamp in your pair is the 180 
to which Chase referred, nor do I see' hat relation this pair has 1.. 0 
the Emerson straddle copy. I have a memo of the plating illarks on the 
latter and I am enclosing copy herewith. 

Re - Lots 112 and 125 in recent Ielleher sale . I saw the latter but 
not the former , but I have an illust~ation of it as published 
several years ago . I wrote Dan that be had mis- described lot 125 , 
and that this was a rate from Panama. to San - las . s a mate to this 
r,0u should have the 30¢ rate cover from Panama to ~'1aL1e , with lo,} oL. 
'Pnnama tl in red on face . The ovmer is holding it at 000 . 

I am not familia~ with the m1no~ D. T. of the 5i but will ~ake a note 
and wat Ch f or any such a variety . 

With best wishes , 

SincerE.'J. y , 



-

April 17, 1942 

Dear Stan: 

I have finally found ~ records (temporarily lost when I 
moved about 2 yeare ago) and I BOW find that Emie paid me 
off during the first week in NoYemoer, 193. 80 he apparantly 
paid me off') before your deal was completed. I do not know 
when he submitted the cover to you or if you had worked out 
a deal or a tentative deal with him by that time. Oassel1 had 
told me that he thought I c·losed the deal with Ernie 1n May, 1939 
but I thouggt that it was before this and now that I have found 
~ records I am certain. 

Thus it now appears that he may not have gyped me (unless 
he actually had the deal set up when he bought me out). The rEt 
is,however, no doubt whatsoever but that he lied to you and 
cheated you. I have at last obtained the letter from Miss 
Boob and I enciose it. Note that she says she didn't receive 
an,v nail from Jaeobs-I think Ernie and T agreed that the whole 
deal should be carried on under ~ name although he for the 
cover and probably bought a bank draft :in my name to send to her. 
Appare.ntly 'Nard was after the cover but we beat him to it. 

Had a letter from Chase this A.M. in which he yol.nteered 
to give me some dope on the territ~rial use of the '47's. Will 
answer him today and accept his invitation but may not be able 
to put 1t in the article until the tai1-end or until it comes 
out in booklet .form. I have a hunch that Stowell 1s pretty 
well fed up with changes and additions to the text at the 
moment so I won't bother him. if I can help it, for a few days. 

Will be glad to meet you in Chicago, if you desire, whether 
or not I have been cUpped on the 721E deale I mve a strong 
belie~ that Ernie knew what he was doing when he bought me out. 
Can you give me any' further information about your deal with him? 

Nothing else at the moment. 

Beet regards, 



.. 
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L. G . BROOKMAN 

Member 

C.C.N. Y. 
T. M. P. S. 
T.C.P.S. 

S. P. A. 
A. P. S. 

BRIDGEPORT 2969 

ROOKMAN OMPANY 

Dear Stanley: 

121 Loeb Arcade - Fifth and Hennepin 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

January' 22, 1942 

My I.Q. is not high enough to permit me to understand 
or ~omprehend M.Gilbert. ~ impression is either that he 
is orazy or we are c·razy ourselves! 

I do not know just what pls1:5 he is talking about but he 
infers th~t it was made about 1863 (79 years ago). I will 

We are 
always 
in the 
market 
to buy 
Stamps 

be glad to re8d his aetio1e which I believe is to be pd'blished 
in the January' C.C.P. I had thought this would now be in our 
hands but my copy has as yet not arrived. 

I will write Harold Brooks tOday regarding that cover and 
I think that he will forward it to you unless he already has 
a photo that we can use. He may not be at home as he often 
travels in the winter . 

Would you object to my showing a proof of your It Specialist" 
article to my good friend, and student, m.M.Oleson? I can 
assure you that it would go no further. He is an old-timer, very 
well informed on U.S. and, in ~ opinion, one of the best informed 
men in the world on Foreign stamps. The last portion of this 
statement is a big one but he can live UP to it. If he had any 
desire to become known he would have a wonderful reputation among 
philatelists. 

Had hoped to have gall~ proofs o~ the article from stowell 
by this time--should be here at any time now. 

Was juat leafing thru your Vol. 1, 1¢ book last night and 
noted that the illustration of the strip of three l¢ ·57's,~T.rpe 
la, (I believe the illustration was rumber 20LL) was al remarkable 
example of a reperf job. The remarkable part of it was the fact 
that the strip had such a huge top margin that it was possible to 
renerf it and still have a very wide margin. How could this be? 
ltd like to stick that item under a lamp and see if the top margin 
was "a la Zaresky". '!hat is a slight slander on Zares~ as he 
would be more careful of · the perfs--especial y those of the middle 
stamn. 

Nothing more at the minute. 

Rest regards, 

We Carry a Full Line of Stamps and Philatelic Supplies 



... 

Mr . L. G. Bnnokman, 
121 Loeb Arcade , 
r1nneapolis , Minn . 

Dear L . G. : 

434 South Grand Ave., 
F01"t Thomas, Ky • 

.Jan. 24, 1942. 

Re - yours of the 22nd. No, I have no object ion to your I' quest 
to show the proof of the "Stamp Spec1alist" article to Mr. Oleson. 
I wanted to keep this article confident~al for tho sole purpose 
of try1ng to get a "yes" or "no lf statement from Perry . So far , ho 
has refused to commit himself . In this game , it :ls no disgrace 
'to be V"long . Hy God, I have been li/rong more times pcrhap:3 than 
ri ht , but after all , what ' s the difference? Perry considers it 
a crime to be rong . He goea on the heory, if onco ou are 1irong 
you st in lonor bound, still contend 1n the f ce of all ev~dence 
to the contrary that you are right . Sort f ala Luff. In other 
11lOrds , dl'unk 01' sober , that's my story and I t ll stick to lt~ c me 
'11 t may. 

'" 
Re - the last paragraph in your letter regarding the strip of It 1857, 
Type A, figure 20 IIIJ , P ee 248, Vol . 1 . Don~t you honestly think 
that I ¥.ould be a ather dumb student of the l¢ 1851-1857 if I couldn't 
detect a reporf job? Now honestly L. G. you mlst have a very poor 
opinion as to my 25 years work on the One Cent stamps . Really in 
t, th I am not quite that bad, though I do not ki myself as to y 
many short-com ngs . 

Re - that illustration. The strip itself is per~ectly 0. 1 . and per­
fectly genuine in every respect . It,'s no fake perf job but s in 
fact tho finest l¢ 1857 piece la!own. \"lhat is rong is the illustra­
tion. It is a "retouch" job and done in a bungling '14 ay , by none 
other than myse f . Sir Nichol(ls sent me a photograph of tho strip 
and it was photogra ed a a~nst • \7hite be.c_-gro'U..l1d , hence the fine 
margi-ns didn ' t show up plain and a reproduction n half-tone cut 
would have b en almo t me ingle s, so I took pen nd k and blOCked 
out all th background on the photoeraph. You must confe~s that my 
t wo center vertical rovs are quite good. Perh ps I co ld lave been 
mo e careful with the marginal perfs , but at least ~ 1d not exagger ­
ate the margil . No, I am not quIte as bad as you think. I really 
t h1nk if this strip had been reperf job I [ould have discovered it 
at once . Yet maybe I am not that good. 

At any I' te , you r not the only one vno has called my attention to 
t hi 111u tratlon .h:ch proves that many collectors note perforations 
a s they loll sho Id. 

Sincerely yours , 

P. S. 
I enclose one 1Ie 11 do 'nil I received on th t illustration. This 

chap aid I ;0. ju~t plain dumb . H1s] tte~ is so good I have in­
serted it 1n the r.~rgin on tho opposite page (249) in my ovm personal 
copy of the book. Ple se return. 

S . 



1"r . L. G. Brookman , 
121 Loeb Arcade , 
lr.inneapolis , M:trm. 

DcaI' I. . G. : 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

Jan. 27 , 1942. 

Herenth a PlOto of an item in t 1e collection of r r . ~I . L. L . 
Peltz of Albany, N. Y. You have II' . Peltz ' s perLussion to il­
lustrate this item if you vrish. 

st 7lpS canceled ill black. Kingston in orange red . 'I'he II lOll 
in !'ed. .Y tl .. eory is th t tl' s as addl'cssed to a Doint re­
quiring a 10¢, U . s . _ ate . (hence the -"ed "10") . Party sending 
lette-'" wus riot aware of our 5¢' and lO¢, rates . Stu IpS canceled 

. in Canada . Kingston exchanged .iail vi t1:: U . S . a t Cape Vincent 
N. Y., Sackettts Harbor , N. Y. and Oswe 0 , N. Y. See A~hbrook Boo· 
Vol. 2 , pago 335 . then letter r ached this side of the Line , 
tho U. S . mail clerk did not recognize the 5¢ t 47 beoanse it '.JaS 
canceled in Cana.ua, hence he ratod tho letter 1110" or lO¢ due 
at destination, 

Mr . Peltz infor.ed e that he has owned this piece of cover for 
many yee.l's and came to him from a coll ction formed by an Albany 
collector . In 0.11 ~"'obab~lity uhe item las from an original find 
in Ibany. 

You will note there 'Jere four strilrcs of the ring cancelation. 

Yours te ., 
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vir . L. G. Brookman. 
121 Loeb Arcade , 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky • 

Jan. 29 , 1942 . 

Under separate cover I am mailing to you the originals of 
the cuts to a t:;pear 5.n the co. ing "Stamp Specialist . II You 
have my permission to have new cuts nade and to use same 
in your I'[arch 1942 A. P. article on the 1847 issue . All 
that; I ask is that you advise Lindquist of this action and 
r equest his per,ni"'sion . 

You will note I have sent you all the cuts except the 
original photograph of the Hammatt fie" shift . As I only have 
one copy of this I don ' t wish to take any chaD~O of losing 
it . 

I recently 1 arned that Dr . Hundt had some remarks in a 
Kohl publication of about 1926 on the 5~ '47 - Beaver combin­
ation and illustrated a piece of cover . I obtained a copy 
from the e. e . library but the pace ·V~ th date 1s miss;ing . 
I ma.de E'. photo of the pa e with his remarks and i11ustl"'ation 

... but I cannot read the Hun giboe:l.'ish so will have to find 
someone to translate it for me . Would you like a photo print? 
Perhapn you might like to note this in your article so some­
one in the future ean't say , "Did you see idundts remarks etc . ' 

More l a ter -

Hastily , ours , 

. .. 

.. 
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hr . L. G. Brookman, 
J.21 Loeb reade , 
linea 01i3, 1.:inn . 

Dear I, . G • 

434 Sou t h Gr and Ave., 
Fort Th m~Hlr K, • 

Jan 9 31st , 1942 . 

1 any # •• any the.nk for the superb copies of your tvlO books . rrhis 
JaS .nighty nice of you and I certainly am delighted to have them 

for my philatel:i.e lib mny,;- I intend to check both with your 
original articles ':n th • P. so that I CC'XM ee for my""olf what, 
chang sand ddition" th'lt Perry (the Handboo.r: !l co. tteo lt ) made . 

He •. ea Ie' a . ro , I -.on ' t use a Grai'lex for philatelic work, jut 
rather a I rge 8 X 10, reduc.1..ng and enlal'ging can.era . h n Ltretched 
out ; t is 8 feet long , hence l' quiI>es a solid tablo of great longth. 
_ tural"ly the heart of any came::.. . is t.e lens and I use sev pal very 
fine ones . I also use filters , fratten panchrom~tic plates , speCial 
develop,I" etc . d h.ve loon t t'is stuf'f for uany yealH 2, hence from 
yenr to year tried. this or that . I have also uone Dome work -ith 
e posures ~de on special plates by .1'I - quartz lam.p. One I:'.ever knoW's 
what results will turn up, so e lines more than expected someti es less . 
I have II Grafle~ and a Bell To ;rell Uov e but Seldom use t;he.,e indoors" 
So far as I a. concerne • my photograpllY has been an indespensible ad­
junct to my 'Ohil tolie Hork . You can imaC;ine the !'ecord I b.:'lve extend­
in . back to 1915 . 

You gave l'!le a bl~ ordEn' v'hen you asked 1 e to oxplnln t 10 dift' renee 
between copp0r plate nnd ste 1 plate D. T. 's . I fear J: couldn ' t include 

e in a let Le • be 'auso 1 t "'0 Id t ... ke up far too much s ) ce . 
ma.gine ourself a hol'd ~teeJ_ reli~f' coming into contc.ct; with a. ooppeF 

pI to Rnd t 10 SBl.e hal'>d steel olief cowin' l.n co tact t/i th E etae1 
pI te . There i ... the hoart of the "'ub ject . Taturally the ei'fect iOuld 
be ifferent , ust the sarre s ournishing on a steel pI te {ould be 
different fro. ournishin on a co.pe~ pI te e 

Ro - the liD" Gerbel'" block . I can't say that the sll de indicates tho 
year of printing, nor would r e.y . he i. p_ ession is exactly worn. ~hat 

. ght be said is that it is not a shAT'p fine o_,rly engraving . Suppose 
we postpone further theor~es on the 'rD2 m.til a laGer date . It is 
quite possible our two art·cles i 'ht bring to light orne ftlrt_er 
helpful .19. terial . 

ell per ps y thi ti. you have !~ecei ved Perry' rrPats . II He 
threatened to tell the real origin of the ~napp stamp but did he , in 
your opinion? Do you no 'I kno; iThat Perry thinks the sta::: p j,s? I 
note his re arks are continued so porhaps he rill tell us in the next 
numb .1' . 

egardles of all of the couedy in Per' < I S story, the fact s t_ll '0-

mains , that the Knapp copy is no error Ool priI'.ting . It i o either an 
outright fa~e or it is a genuine plate variety. Bec u it co~ep from 
23Ll and because all of the copies Per'ry has seen of 2.3L do not ShOVl 
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• a D. T. does not prove a thing . Such stuff dOGS not p~ove it is 
a kiss any more than it proves it is a paint.i.£'lg . 

I don't go very strong for Barl"'s theory as it has some holes in it , 
and Barr is aware of thi s fact . But if Barl" is not on the v.rrong 
track per aps therA might be some sonne to his reasoning. Fake or 
genuine plate variety - that is the qnedtion , and if Perry discal"ds 
bO"G 1 and sticks to his IIkiss" idea 'chon he '/ill be out on a limb . 

Kno IL g Knapp as intim tely as I did I knO., darn well he never gave a 
rap .... lhat Porry thought about his stru.p, but can you blame Ned if' he 
threatened tc s~e Perry if he came 0 t in rint and b~anded the stn1p 
as a t p, inting? t Pel'°ry insinuateu that it Vla c' very unfair in Knapp 
to refuse to give r_im that pm"mtssion . 

gain many thanks or the t'''I0, lovely books . 

Sincerely yours, 

" 



• 
April 0, 1942 

Dear Stanley: 

One of the local collectors that baa been interested 
in the controversy over the Knapp Shift suggested the .' 
other day that the Knapp might be the resultp of a Rdouble 
of~setd. I told him that I did not think that such an 
ofhet .ould eyer be strong enough to show up in the 
fashion that the Knapp does. Iha t do you think about this? 

I h1.ve often £"elt that the Knapp might have been made 
in the following fashion: the sheet cou!d have been, during 
the process of removing it from the plate, partially dropped 
back on to the plate. Thie might have mde a partial 
impression. This partial impression, which resemble. the 
"Post Off"1ce" shift, might have caught the eye of an tiartiet lt 

and a little paint job could have bean applied to strengthe. 
the extra linss. 

Any ideas about the above? 

'!'he 7RIE eost $500 to the owner, plus $100 to me. What 
did you pay for it? Unethical as H-- for me to tell ,.ou 
bo.lt I guess we each haTe a right to know. By the way, oan 
you tell me th8 ~ of your purchase of the item? That is 
important from ~ standpoint. Don't ever expect to do 
a~thing about it but I'd like to know the soore on this 
particular game. 

Nothing else at the moment. Still waiting to get further 
proof from ~towel1. 

Best regards, 

~ 



• 

llr . L . • BrookrJ.an, 
121 Loeb ",c~rie , 

Minneapolis , inn. 

e r Le : 

434 South Grand Ave ., 
Fort Thomas , Ky. 

April 9, 1942. 

I h ve lor.g been ~uspicious that waL &7ped on th t cover , 
hence in you and I comp'rine notes 'e ere merely ch ek1ng up. 
I h te a liar, but w~en yo find one out the best t~ing to do 
io to s y nothing, simply file the dope away in a safe pi eon 
hole in our brain for ~uture re~erenee . 

I aid 1375. 00 for thqt Covtr, ~o U 1 ss I figure wrong , you 
mvae 100, our 0 ~et een ~~d 775 , and I made 375 . 00 0 tt 
1 t I did better than you. l~f vmich as O. K. proviGed 
nobody lied to a close friend . 

Ie' lQ h dope~ I as told h cov r h d to brin 1750, the 
n t co t 70. 1,000, and if I sold it at 1750, he ~ould d .vide 
the 700 bucks ~ ith 1l1e o This I did nd in ord r to ho'l p rfect 
fa1th on my part, I h(d th0 buy r make check payable to E. , and 
ot to me . Then • sent me his check for 375 . 

The date of "che t .. ansaction \" as D c . 11 He never told me 
Vlh re he .rrot th cov r, and I 1 ad no e .fro. ou lmtil. 
I h I'd in irectly 0 e onths a 0 that you had 'old it to him. 
If ~e p id you 1,000 net , t.}1en evel·ything is O. ~ . and 0 the up 

. and up. If he p id you even L doll r 1e s , then h lied to ne end 
cheated e , becau e 'ere to divide all I got over not cost . 
I f,ot 375 Ih r a I shvuld have receivod . 575. his ill. just 
bet\iT n you and I but if I have the :£"i)lt 0 '-" th1s little fun y 
business i not goip~ to do hi~ any ood, b 1 ve 0 , and I won't 
every havo to divulgo the _ e.c v ..,hu suspect anyth ng .. rong or t 
ono par icul r tran act~on . 

e - the ~repp s11ft ouesti n . I t ink ~ your fr en could ex ine 
the stamp, he .ou1d 0 i..prossed ,Jith the atrength of the "shilt . " 
you rar ho 'l muc ink is 10 .. t 1.n all of'fset . Your suggestion 
that th I art 1 t" might he. re aintod ""he offset lines wo 1d be a 
goo su gest on , providcd the st p sho'cd any evidence that such a 
th n wight h Vel €I n done . ranl"ly I dan' t think ther i bi t 
or evidence in tlis direction. 

your friend 1s intorosted in a study of the Knapp sta~p, tell 
I ugg ",t th t he do the fo110 ing. Have an enle.rge.,ent n:.~de 

31 1, and one tho 0 e size of the Kna p, thon s~udy the tvo 
c b side, nch and ev ry 1i e . 0 pare the hifted lines on the 

ith those 0_ he n _p. 

Don't ote ~e on the fo110 ins but ~k your~olf if' I a right . 
trouble ith certain shifted hes on tlc Knapp ~ta p 1s thl 

b h sh 110'1 nd deep l1nes, say of a certain 1 ttel~t the "0" f'or 
examp e, are sho~ as a heavily printed line . G t the idea? 1.0 I 



I ask» could this be possible on o~e of Per'ry' s {limitation shifts?1I 

Remember one thing, Perry is absolutely sure that I think the sta~.J.p 
1s !l plate va:rletyo I dori ' t want to disabuse hi.s bellefo 

Yours etc . , 

.-



• 
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Mr. L. G. Brookman, 
121 Loeb Arcade , 
Minneapolis , Minn . 

Dear Les: 

434 South Grand Ave., 
Fort Thcrr..as , Ky . 

April 10, 19M~. 

I am enclosing you a letter received today from Baxte. , also 
copies of my reply and one I wTote him on are 23 . .1 Jly 
return all three . 

What is your opi ion of tnis i)ird? Note how he classifies himself , 

"Philatelist and wrlteJ:' of Educational 
Philatelic Subjects . " 

Boy that sounds to me like he hates hi~elf . There are a lot of 
crackpot s in thi s game and I hope J . H. B • 1s not one of them and 
can give us some dope which will be sensible and authoritative . I 
am a trifle suspicious of Q..'1.yone. who advertises himself as a 
"Philatelist . II I have never seen anyone do that but some guy who 
~as hanging onto the lunatic fringe . I recall that several years 
ago some writer out ~est aavanced the tho ght that stamp collecGors 
seldom vind up in the bug house . that philately "laS such a health 
giving hobby that those philatelically inclined never go nuts . 
Hell , that has not been my experience becau[e I havo met more nuts 
in this game than exist in any other avocation, profession or group. 

I lOpe that being a "philatelic vrritel ... rr has paid Baxte:.. ... better than 
it has e , yet one could hard_y put me in his class becaus I make lO 
claim to being a "writer" especially a "~riter of Educational 
i>hilatelic Subjects . " 

At any rate . let us hope I have this bird sized up wrong . Looks to 
me like he sort of avoided cOLlffiitting himself . Vhe.t do you t ink? 
He evidently read my "coppel"" articles . but is it possible he can't 
re ember whether he agreed Ilith me or not? To hell with tho points 
I rais d - the only question ~as copper or steel. l!ow he has to 
read y articles ov r again to find out wnether or not I 7as right? 

Maybe he is tho great aut10rity ho rl11spered sOlly notions in Porry's 
ears - notions about "imitation shifts . " Perhaps that is the renson 
he is allel"'gic to me . ~~hat uo you think? 

Yours etc., 



April 10, 1942 

Dear stan: 

It sometimes takes a long time for JlUrder to out 
but it looks like our friend made a slight error in l~ing 
to you-and probably to me. At the time I mde this deal 
(to take the $100 and get out) I was in Chicago and to save 
nv soul/. I can't reeall or find in lEU records the date of 
this deal. Seems to me that he paid me by check. I have 
just no. phoned Cassell and asked htm when I "seld out" to 
Ernie and he tells me that it was at the time we sold Ern'e 
and Voorhees the dMiller u collection whioh Wa! in May, 19;9. 
Ernie told me that he was still holding the cover and didn't 
know how long it would be lefore he could find a buyer for 
it! 

On the assumption that sinee he lied to you, and, if ~ 
datel and your date is correct he aleo Ii •• to me, there is 
a good possibl1it,y that he also lied about the amount he 

is supposed to have paid the woman. '!he woman"s mme is 
Miss Verna Bobb, 1;4 Arch Street, Sunbuzy, Fa. I have §ust 
sent her an airmail letter in which I told her that Ilfor 
JUsiness reasons K I wanted her to inform me in a letter of 
the amount paid herft for the cover and the date she received 
payment. qhould he.r from her in a few days. 

90 the Knapp didn't even have tbe benefit of a tin1 
little kiss to start out with. Just a nice paint job from 
start to finish. Right' 

The first time I ever talked with Perr" about this, I 
think it was at Buffalo, I tried to get him to tell me what 
he thought about it. I told him then that it looked like a 
paint job to me but I think that he tried to make out that 
it was something else although he wouldn't give me an satisfaction 
regarding it. Wonder how he will finish his article in Pat'st 
Ire expectted to have it in print long a~ but something seems to 
have dellyed #4;. 

In regard to the J 7RlE--if Mias Boll comes back and 
s~s that he paid her less than .500 I think we had better work 
out some kind of a deal to p.1t him in the nutoracker. Natumlly, 
I won't say a~fl8gto him without consulting you full,.-don't 
want to get you in bad--even with a liar. 

Best regards, 



Dr . C<rrol l Cha se . 
R. F . D. fl . 
Milford , :L'1 . II . 

Dear Doc: 

434 <) outh Grand l.VC . J 

F'o~"t Thomas " Ky . 

eb . ll ~ 1942 . 

Yours_of the th rec ei v ed r eturning ~he Brooks 7RI 
1 , die proof - phot os - etc . 

~ssay -

I will treat our letter as strictly c nfidential and rilll not 
, 0'1; it to enyone or q ote you tn 0 _y 'ay . IiI not even shO\ 
your leb;er tor urold . 

r I run nor.:; especic.lly in, re ... ted in ',11.0 did the on ey b· iness but 

I I IT:. al ort pos~,t:lve tIl.1; the damage "s not f'no" a natural c use 
1:ut occurred in an effort to : estore the stu •. p . I :i.'at. 'n be leve 
you c ,-u.1Cur • n this op~.n .on. I thinl'" th t tb 'L'e was some spots of 
gu.m on the f' co )f th!s stU.LP and t. t t ·'.s ;um beca ... 'le de. up and 
adhe:;,." d to the .... c', of an e. ve 0 e w ien 10.1' on tOl: 0 t"is cover i n 

h i1 pulled ap .l.rt the blue nk in front and back of 'che 
,., (11 Y>e the spots 0:' :ce) pulled a ay 'rom the 
ft 'coG ... )ct"" .. Sooeone nttem ted to 'ouch up 

, s'llt tl t the stUll is probably 'mrse than it 
'7ar:: . paper . S ''>ely you :b...a.ve seen ... i il r 
e.xl .. ~..Les . . u: e I have . 

c'lncelation. I ' onubly certair th t the ~ar 
ov r t e left da f'i. ply for the reas on tIT t o!'iginally 
ot extend ou.'.: 1.._ s uarir up tr:i.s f'quuro grid 

on a 1 . go 10tO , J._ ends 0_ t. C '\-.. 10uld nO-G ve extended to t he 
left beyol'ld th€:" 1i it or' ~ra I1dln' s l:ead. T _ere -1..8 no e 'idonee of' a 

' [ double strike . L-__ -

Ho - the €)i 1e . I <-'.g:ree n t t .. ere;; . re i,WO '" -i, e8 to this contro vern 
but m t kin the opposi'Ge to T?err,Y jU8t c,acc.u .... e I enjoy ?;ett1ng h is 
goat . If I am on tho' on, ho Ge " t':-.: the di f e co . Ho €vor_ he 
has no ore "'oof ·GhR.n 11 lV and r 11 Ju da.rm.ed L 1 111 lot h '_IE 

f orce' is theories n me . 

He ill de 8. pos t"ivo state.'lcnt n B ... az !, J ~ book tb.t the o'n die 
had layout ide 1 L e when as n fact be . ').8 10 proof o'~~'t 
Natura1 1 y h6 ould 1-" to ~t to i.;h:i.~' 1'1 o:-d r to ke hI" theol~y ork. 
He does cot contend th t the proof I . e t ycu c' e ro ~he 01"1 in 1 
6 ¢ di,o but ~"'ather fl .... om a laydown :rom the origlnal (6s'.) from' hIe 
l lr.es ' ~r6 ,('6 olted . Do you get the point? I'l ol'd [' to ' e .ds ; cory 
work hE:! lS co palled to invent a my~ i<;al.. die nd this my leal die 
had gul e linf1 . 1 0'· I don ' t ~ntena to S !fa!! 'l ~UC~1 s -;ui'f unrcs s h is 
theory un' e p20VGd to be a .. aet . 'Ie don ' t cln:i.m that a yo!".e h s a 
proof f rom t , e .ythlc· 1 0_ igin 1 dlO , nor does hE 'now of f.i.n ·one v'ho 
ever ,ow a p!"OOi~ fro.n hIs m :-biea.l 6.10 . 

I don ' t con. id r tha l:; the dots and dnnhos above and belo" the :Sb~ Cen-;,; s n 
label prove a single t~ lng. I n thi' case , ',hat didn ft oxist could havI, 
b e en adde d , jus t 0.8 v:e11 as whll t did exi s t cou1d '1e 'been err sed . One 



f 

#2 . 

Dr . Carroll Chase , Feb . 11, 1942. 

theory is no more logical than the other . In other words , the lrj, 
die was the laster die and it was a8 :ve soe 1t on die proofs , I'lith .. 
out the dots and dashes . On the laydoVJj,l 'Used to :make the 6t, the 
dot~ and dashes '0re added. This was Brazerts sole convincing proof . 
Perry tool~ th!e theory and invented 1 1s mythical die and made a 
positive tttement that Braz er'g theory was not a theory but a fact . 
Good Lord if he can invent one unknown die ~hy couldn ' t he invent a 
doze~ or ore to make his theory or~ ou t , if t h is had been necessary. 

'~ 

Regal"ding the 'IDot f on the bu t n thf) ". rJ.. I don't t 1i"J.k this v~·o. s 
consistent . .~t mor~ 't on the 6fi 'ssay, eh r illustrnted in Vol . 1 
of my boo BIld r a.m q' ito sure it w sn r t on the proof you °ll1strl3. ted 
in your 3¢ ook . So t lera is 0 roo::' here '!:(h,-"t tho rj, e e ... irst . 

I can ' t it agine 'hy all the 6¢ proof.;:; which I h ve eee:l 'ere cut close . 
r ue _ have seen at least R half dozen and all ~ re tri d and 
m unted on thic.r card. 11 .. ere in a black bro m. 

r:.. 10 e layout 11ia. liLOS .ere on tho o:z;·, ginal mast r d~e , th t 1s a 
cinch. If erry's ~t lcal o¢ i~ as ~ne orlg n 1 . r s~er die , ~ 
~hy ere these guIde l _nes to. e. up a.d t- an fel're to 0. nydovm on 
':hich "-~c 1 bel was chang d to t'One Cent . r Note the 1aI'ge ne Cent 
die (V')l. I) P e 53 of my book . ote the exton-c ., the .. ,e 1 nes . :{ote 
specl111 th€1 vertical lin s . hy laS ~t _ ecessary to .:;rans ... er all 

th ~e long Ii les to a 1 if ~ov;n or dupl.:c te die . n' ddi t_on, thf; 6¢ 
label ';e.s either c t off on the rel~ef or burn._shed out on the dupl-l cate. 
Hmil come the gulee lines at bo"to. v :('e nOl; darn "ed ~n such an erasure . 
Note t e t '0 dot s under' the "e' of Jont . These are intact . r t.bin'· a 
rery c'.ref 1 c~amination ~ ill srow that he bottom _ine (or lines) on the 
l¢ ·ias the o:'~ginal nd trtB.t the center part-·-as eased, (over the t ' 0 
ve tical aots nd bet een the onds of the ribbons . 

Po ha s e~'ry I ("< theory (copJ.ed fro r z r - not orIginal) ion1d be 
loeal, if the l¢ hac... no layout [;11 de lines and ~¢ 's.o.y proofs slowed 
th se eu"de lines . 

think it is absurd to assume that t.he lssuane of a I¢' Ltamp 'l s an 
aft : thou It . f there :ras no neeli or a. 11 value tee su !'ely I"hero 
'I s l oss need for 6¢ value . 

IJ- is tr' e that Drop 1 ttc!'!'l <4 d eiI'cul rs (also 5i hO'e -;;0 ship 
rates - forei dail) didn ' t "equil'e stllClps to prepay thes rates , but 
noi thor ',er 3 I to. lpS r Qt'l::ecd +-0 pay the '- ~t rate . Been s e some oots 
and d she'" exis'" on :'hc ,t nd do ot s ow on the 1¢', is the sole ex­
e e B:l"aZ r h Ci in ... t "Jin' t L stuff . He has a man a for "new 
disco ries . ' 

have no e~pl~ill tion to ec.ount fOl the cl08e trl ine of the 6¢ p_ oofs. 
I nev !' sa 1 any p 0 fs tri .ed like tho...;e . Yes , why ~as it done? ... one 
of t 1ese essays 0 any t:. aces of gu~ce lin J so the -G1:'im. ~ng ooa8 ot 
do~e to e11mlnate ~uch lines . y illustration in my book sho s a bi g 
sheet t the botto t th:s ehodrdboard, not th~ ~ri] ed proof • 
.An er_'o!' '.n the photo r ph. 

I thipk the l¢' die t "Jashington is the original and pel~h ps it r:ill 
sho" positi- ely th t "-h rc 'Was 0 altol'at·. n in the . bel . 
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Dr . r.arroll ChaS0 # ~eb . 11 , 1942. 

It is true that it could originally hare h d a "Six Cents" label 
and b"fore it was hardoned the lab Jl ViaS qhanged to One Cent , but 
dOElsnf't .perry's theory f'aIl do m h re? If the 6¢ proofs co .... e from a 
laydown , t.'le 6~ die had to be h.- delled to make the roller v/hich made 
t he 1aydown. lfter It was hardened was it softened and changed to a 
"One Cent?!! Sounds like bunk to me . 

Pe~ry advertised that he was telling the true story ab out the Knapp 
shl.f't , yet in his "Pats" he d:i.dn ' t tell a thing . He gave ve y " 
t isted accounlj on the i side pago of the cover. Ned had no use f or 
El1:tott and he diu.."1 t t care any ore out ''/b...at Perry tho ght of is 
lO¢ stamp l.hRn you co.,,=,o "ha~ .;;.ouren t' ouS t of -he rooks 7RIE . 
Per "Y . anted to bust :tn'Co pr~nt ,lth .;11e "'tate nt t tia p 
ras a f ke , paintilg . Knapp!1. v'::'fied i"i;n if he did he \'0 Id sue 
hi for libel . ote l10w Porry aelibe:i. tely tnt ted "ehe e fete and 
they .re fa .'Gs . 

-eh nk you dld right in rep1 n to Perry 
scranping it him. don ' t. nd, cn~ I do 
Irish 13.n atd, 'Th lt ~s t~_.:; 'intenshun t • H 

Yours ... tc., 

ou ide Let m do the 
~et his goat _d a3 the 


