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434 South CGrand Ave..
Fort Thomas, Ky.

fug. 5, 1939,

"~ Yo Souren,

394 Park Ave.,
New York, N.Y,

Dear Mr, §m1rone

" Absence from the city prevented me from acknowledging
receipt of booklet #2 of the P, R, L, Ine, I wish to thank
you forr your kindness in forwarding me a copy so promptly,
Needless to state I was greatly interested in this little

‘booklet, and especially so in the part dealing with the exe
‘emination of the Knapp stamp, I was quite pleased with your

remarks regarding the 1847 plates, because several have

_differed with me in my contention that these plates were copper
insteed of steel, Those who have done s0 have never had any

experience in plating our early stamps, hence I have felt that
their conclusions were of little we:tghﬁ.r My real econvictlon
was that 1f the Knapp staup was genuine beyond any possible

doubt then this stamp was positive proof the 10¢ plate was made
~of copper and not of steel because in no possible way could

the Knapp variety have come from a steel plate.

. I was also quite interested in your remarks regarding
the 30¢ 1869 cover, and while I have never had the opportunity
to examine this cover carefully, I have seen it and know somee
thing of its history. There are several points about this item
that have been overlooked by certain people who have examined
it, and these points have lead me to doubt any assertions that

‘the cover was a fake, One very important point was the dates in

the lew York and French postmarks and in reading your remarks

I was very much disappointed to find your remarks so urief on

- this point.  llo doubt you lmow the answer, but I am et a loss to

know why you did not go into more detail on this point, I would
like very mmich to have a set of the original photographs you

made of this cover and if you will be so kind as to forward them

to me, I will be only too glad to pay for the expense of same,

I w‘oui'd_ also like very mich to have & set of the Knapp stamp

ghotqgnpﬁa g0 I can have them bound in Velume 2 for future ree-
erence. - “t , S

: I‘..,nﬁtve‘_in the 1etter”rrom>Mge Perry which you re-

produced, the mention of my name and this has lead several to the

concluslion that I examined his coples of the 3¢ 1857 and grg;

- nounced them fraudulent, Without referring to my f'iles,

nmk recall that I had some correspondence with the Judge, but

I certainly have no recollection that he ever submitted anmy copies
~of the 3¢ 1857 to mes Further I have no recollection that I

“swapped” any stanps with him because I am quite sure I seldom
if ever "swap" stamps with anyone,
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Y. Souren - Aug. 5, 1939,

I am enclosing you herewith a dollar for which please
forward me ten coples of Volume 2, I fear that my good friends
Perry & Colson have not seen coples of this interesting little
booklet and I would like to have the pleasure of presenting
coples to them with my compliments,

With kindest regards,

Cordially yours,
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PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND 54TH STS.
NEwW York, N. Y.

August 7, 1939

Stenley B, Aghbrook, Esq,
434 S, Grend Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Mr, Aghbrook:
Meny thanks for your letter of August 5th,

Under separate cover we are sending you ten copies of Volume 2 of the
booklet, and we are returning your $1.00--you cen't spend it here.

The Leboratories have exemined upwards of 900 stamps and in the present
booklet we have selected a few cases which we thought would be of partieular
interest. We can understand your point in regard to the stemps of Judge Perry.
Judge Perry speaks of your name only in connection with the 1¢ 1851-57 and

it is certain you have not examined these 3# stamps, The statement that

they were forgeries was made by one of the largest sastern stamp firms,

We have the original letter on their letterhead in our possession,

The first printing of the booklet has been exnausted., We have hed &
tremendous demend, and a second printing is now being made. In order to
correct the impression that you might have examined these stemps we are
mentioning specifically that you had not seen them, It wes our thought

in permitting your neme to eppear in Judge Perry's letter that it would
react to your credit, and we sincerely regret that any false impression
might have been reached by some. Since we deliberately deleted the name
of the person and firm who pronounced these to be forged perforations,

it is difficult to see how anyone could misinterpret the letter. However,
we trust our explanation will be satisfactory.

We ere arrenging a complete set of original photographs of the Knapp stamp
wnich will be sent you as soon as ready.

Coming to the 30¢ 1869 cover, we have not given very much in the booklet
about this cover but the exemination itself disclosed some very interesting
facts from & technicel standpoint. One of the most salient points is the
difference in the nature of the ink, We believe the original photogravhs
which we are sending will illustrate this to you so clearly that it will not
be necessary to engage in esny explanation.

In the preparation of this booklet we have considered two major points.

The first is to simplify the report to a single conclusion insofar as this
particular conclusion serves to prove the point. Regardless of how meny
points may prove the fact one is sufficient so long as it is conclusive,

Of course, in the case of the Knapp stemp we went to minute deteil since
far more was involved then the stamp itself, The second point is the omis-
sion of full deteils, scientific terms and exposition of methods employed.
We presented each report as simply as possible using such terms as, special



Stanley B. Aghbrook, Esq. Page 2 August 7, 1939

ray, special process, rather then go to the detail of deseribing the exact
process used. Reel students such as you may find this incomplete, tut I am
of the opinion that philately would be better if certain philatelic journals
would not have created so-called "experts." You know as well as I that
many persons wno are not students and who are not femiliar with the funda-
mentals of philately have been held up to the public as experts. It is easy
for such peonle to misinterpret and misuse scientific terms and methods.

You have certainly had the experience of having your conclusions grossly
misinterpreted by so-called "experts", The years of thought and study you
have put into your publications, instead of serving as a true foundation,
become merely a superficial guide to those who do not properly analyze the
subject.

a v
Cert91n philatelic promotershglorifieﬂ a number of people with the name of
“expert” ~nd the time has come when these people ere sincere in the belief that
they are ‘experts. It is just the seme as when somebody is continuelly celled
"captein" though undeserving of the title. The time eventually comes when he
is greatly put out when someone omits to call him by his assumed title,

You have undoubtedly read the article in Stemps megazine describing the Iuff
Room and its equipment. You can see how dangerous it is to describe our
apparatus end methods. You can see that our omission of what to you are
important facts is justified in view of the possible misuse of scientificterms
by those unfamilier with their proper use, In the future we may disclose a
number of things since the revorts, except in the case of the Knevp stamp,
do not detail all the facts disclosed in the course of the examination.

o

[ We have deliberately refrained from mentioning any names in connection with
the opinions on any of the stamps reported in the booklet. Colson in his usual
menner has been spreading a certein amount of "propaganda" against the Labora-
tories. The least he could have done was to epologize to Mr, Martin and he wes
given ample time to do so, In view of the manner in which he has been acting
we would rather welcome his coming out in the open on the subject. Our files
contain & number of things which he may not like to have exposed. In fact,
with 21l the stamps examined, the files of the Laboratories are far more complete
then would be indicated by the revort, These show only those facts which
themselves point to the definite conclusion and’haintaln the others in reserve
in case there should be any question., We might mention that the conclusions
reached by the Leaboratories coincide in every detail with opinions you have

\ reached on stemps examined by you. Do you possess a sixth sense?
Agaln referring to the 304 1869 cover, you seem to feel it might be genuined
The question of dates is very interesting and in my personal collection I have
a2 large number of covers meiled to Frence during that period. In only one
instance did I find the dete of the French transit postmark to be identicel
with the New York transit postmark., On checking up with Champion's book on
French postmarks it was impossible to reconcile the French marking w ith any
he has noted., It is a point of unusual interest and I believe this French
postmark to be forged. Both covers bearing identicel dates show traces of
erasure of what was probably the proper postmerk, The Paris receiving merk-
was correct in both instances.

I shall be interested in knowing what you might have found in connection with
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the possibility of identieal dates on dispatched and receiving transi
merks. However, there are other fects in connesction with the 30¢ stamp
which are conclusive that it was not originally used on this cover.

You cen readily understand that what I have written here is in strictest
confidence, and I shall be glad to have any further comments or suggestions

from you,

-

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Y. SOUREN CO,




434 South Grand Ave. s
=4 Fort Thomas, Ky. .

‘Muge 10, 1939

i ' »llx'. Yq Soum

394 Pu'k Ave,

Denr lr, &ourén:

’Ym letter of the 7th meived and cararuny reo.d with

f mich interest, Let me assure you that ::I letters you write me
will be treated as absolutely confident

I was especially

i1 interested in your remerks on the 30¢ 1869 cover and I will be

glad to see the original photographs, As I wrote you, I have

- never had the opportunity to examine this eover car efully. It

. gtruck pagher than that someone had erdsed the figures in
- the credit to Frante, Now for the Fremoh postmerk, I do 1ot

L0 thanlethdle da a Pake, It i8 a vey '
: 'rew examples at thiz or earliey peri

1 NQ8," There was s similar on
o Pr. H & ﬁ. l . This wae & marki used

 at avound § gras.oo 80 T aimply took
A’maneﬁsi 8

~ wae shown t0 me casually with the remark, it haé been pronounced

bed by séeveral in New York, I ‘asked % he cover at a
glance looked all right to me, I was fa't the Froneh marking
had been pronounced a fake, because it bore the shme date as the
New York, 1 had noted thia and inquired why the dates were the
sm and was to0ld as I recall that some ha.d exp‘*essed the i

on tha buck of thi.s coVer 18 the hemdstamp of John Seybold

‘ of Snmu. Beybold was one of the original collsetors . of" covers

in this ebuatry and he was out of the gdne long before ny time,.

As I recall, Seybold had maried on this cover 2,75% which be paid .

for 16 3 uﬂge at the time he acdquired i%, tha stamp catelogued
§t for grented that tnis

om:ld ecover which he had acguired at a small .

price -and at a tine thm t:hsre was no incentive! or the faker to .

' »uke 71899; ccv‘ezm

; ‘Lw ' 4
1f trde is true, ‘thon I doubt if the cover is wrong, but

.;¢r

b hnz'a ig another mga.a =~ the Seybold Gollection wes broken up years
.- ago and when Seybold owned thiw cover it may have had a 15¢ 1869
. on it, Zareski may have got hold of it and substituted a 304
for a 15¢, Unfortunately the red lew York foreign oxchange uarking

4is rather dim and does not show what sun wes ‘credited to France,
As I recall this postmsrk looked as ‘though it had been ls.ghtlgm
iea

rore one and I have seen very
_ ough 1t dates beck as
recdn, to dbout 1865, It rea "Etats = Unis « Peg, Fre T,
hi adg "Rtats - Unis - Pag.
n boavrd the French Mail
e & am not at all sure

Packe - botween Haﬂ"b and lew Yor

© . whaet the "NQ. 1" "¢ 2" meant, Iy records sre fer from complete

and ‘af ‘one time I had the  idea the * ¥ was used on a line fpom a
- Frevich Port to New Orleans and "#2% signified the route from Havre
(b0 New York, Surely it did nob mentify

the ship because there
were more ﬁmn twa ghips on the Havro - New York run between 1864

A _and. 1870, "8+ 8+ Vashington" inaugurated the service in 1864,

«amrms mm na.m for New York on June 151:1; of that year, Other



#24 ,
Mr. Y. SW - Aug, 10. 1939,

shipl of this Lina CGmpagnie Generale Trans-Atlnntiquo were
the "S, 8, Lafa ot&e" "s. 8, Imperatrice Eugenie" etec, etc. -
all iron side el paddlera. S50 you see 1t is gquite doubtful
that the #1 and.#2 signified special ships.

The N.Y.Postmark shows the date daparture of the
mail ship - vwhieh was a French packet on t 21, 1869, The
letter was handed over to the French packet and their postal

officiels handstamped this cover with the date of receipt and de-
‘gggggggﬁe It is therefore a French shi ng, app on
oar French packet, I can figure other explanation and

I am gquite sure Knapp has examples of this marking in his 1869
cover collections As 1 stated before, it is sad eha crodlt figure
‘dn the red N,Y, is missing, If this cover had a 157/ 1889, then
the credit marking was 12 or 12 cents, If the cover is gemmlne
‘then the credit marking was 24 or 24 centss This was because the
letter went by ¥Freneh packet and the only part of the total
postage pald (to which the U, S, Poat Office was entitled) was our
domeatic, or shore to ship rate of B¢ per ¥ ounce,

¢ Regarding this French packet marking, I suggest you refer
to the "Catalogue des Estampilles ot Obliterations Postales De
Frence ¢t des Colonies Prancatses” - Yvert & Cle - Amens - 1929.
On page 415 you will find this mar;ing listed sy

'"Etats - Unis - Page Fr. He NP 1 (om 2)%
'Others listed are; |
“Etgts. Unin. Paq. Pr, Brest"
.2 "Brest

Y . i ; "Leﬂnvreﬁ
Y " " . " 2 Le Havr

Tberot‘ore it i¢ possible that the "{/1“ and "#2" ard the
laat two of above four did signify four French Packets which
{an between New York and ‘Havre at varions times betweon 1864 and

870.

I am writing to Chase and requesting that he clear this up
for me, and I am.gending hin.a copy of i2 "Philately of Tomorrow".

: Please accept my thanks for your kindness in sending me
the ten copies of the above booklet,

Regarding the Luff Room at the Collector's Club, I have

. read the mrticles about this poom in variouns philatelic publicau.om,

and have visited it on several occasions, and while the {ounding

. of tnias yoom by ir, and lrs, Clark was a vary worthy preoject, such
equipment is practlcally uselass in the hands of inexperienced personss
I do think, however, it is an excellent start and &hru fubture
domations may in time be ‘placed on a footing where real research

work ean be accoumplished by experienced investigatorse I think the
strides you have made will be an 1noentive fcm the officials of the
Club to furﬁher develop this projoct.

I am indeed gladztngt the cppoxtunzty'waa presented for you



#i3.
Mr, Y. Souren - Aug. IQ, 1959,

to examine the 30¢ 1869 cover as I am intensely interested in
this item and will be greatly pleased to see the photographs you
made, I was rather certain, as stated above, that the cover was
genuine but the thought nover occurred to ms that possibly a
 30¢ was substituted for & 15¢ and that in reality this might
possibly be the only thing wrong with the cover, I recognize
the fact that Zareskl does not hesitate to have imitation postmarks
mede especially for individual covers, but in this parti case
- there was absolutely no reason why he should have gone to th&a
troubles I would swear the lNew York is genulne and that the
chances are, it has not been tampered with, though this conclunion
48 not basei on any careful exnminatian of it on my part,

Jurther I would be apt to swear the French on face was
genuine as there is no reason why it shouldn't be on the cover, To
be absolutely sure, I suggest Fou do this, Have Teddy or Stone
go down to the Now Yorl: Public Library end look up the files of the
lew York Herald for Auge. 18 =19+ 20 = 21 and £2nd, "I think you
will £ind e Prench Packet demrted on Aug. 21, 1889 and wou can
thus obtain the exact date of depavture - nama of ship and possibly
a notlce regarding mail by this ship, If no such record exists,
then I would heve to admit that there may be something gueer about
that Prench marking, However I have little doudt this will be the
¢ase but rather that the newspapers of that date will verify my -
eonclusions, I will greatly a; ;pmiate the favor if you will advise
‘me promptly Qn thls point. :

Wﬂ.’ch kindeet ragards » ‘
2 : Sincerely voura,

.......
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PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN GCO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND S54TH STS.
NEw YoRrk, N. Y. .

Angust 11, 1939

Stanley B. Aghbrook, Esqg. N
434 S, Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Mr., Aghbrook:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your favor of recent date, and
beceuse of the unusually large amount of worlk which has accumilated
since publishing of our booklet, I am not answering you fully on
the subject at this time.

However, you will hear from me in a more detailed menner in the near £
fature.

There is no doubt in my mind that the stemp did not belong to this
cowr for the reason that the part of the cancellation falling on

the cover is done by brush, Secondly, there is a difference in ink
which alone will dondemn the genuineness of the stemp on this cover.
That it might have been a 15¢ replaced is another question. This

does not enter into the work of the Laboratories. The Laboratories
merely give us the structure of the ink particles showing on the stemp
and on the cover.

By this time, however, you are in receipt of the photographs which
we sent you. They explain more than what was mentioned in the booklet.

With kindest regerds,
Sincerely yours,
Y. SOUREN CO.

By}

SY, ss
P, 5. You cean be sure I will have someone checking in the Public
Library on the information about the steamers of August 4, 1869,



Ship
Jawa Avg. 18
Colorado Aug. 18
Aleppo Aug, 19
Pennsylvania Aug. 21
City of Boston Aug. 21
Cambria Avg. 21
Lafayette Aug. 21

N. Y. TIMES August 18, 1869 Wadnesday

Leaving for Europe
New York to Liverpool

to Liverpool
to Liverpool
to Liverpool
to Liverpool
to Glasgow
to Havre

Departure of Foreign Mails

Mails for Eurcpe, via Liverpool, by the "Java", close at the P.0. at 12 M, Supplementary
mail for paid letters, on the pier. Jergey City, to 1840P.M.

e S G G W e W ee we e e e

Aleppo g,
Pennsylvania Aug.
City of Boston Aug.
Cambria .
Lafayette o

3
HEEEE

Mails for Europe, wvia Southampton & Bremen, by the "Union" close at 13M. Supplementary at 1:45PM.

Pennsylvania Mg, 2
City of Boston Ang, 2
Cambris, Mg. 2
Lafayette Mg, 20

Pennsylvania Aug. 21
City of Boston Aug, 21
Lafayette Az, 21

Mails for France, via Havre & Brest, by the "Lafayette" close at 12M,
via Liverpool by "City of Boston" close at 1M,

Augmst 19, 1868 Thursday

New York to Liverpool

to Liverpool
to Liverpool

to Blasgow
to Havre

- s s GE e e mE e R e e

Augnst 20, 1869 Friday

New Yoxrk to Liverpool

o
W
"

%o Liverpool
to Glasgow
to Havre

“Q-nn----—u-

Mgust 21, 1869

New York to Liverpool

to Liverpool
to Glasgow
to Havre

Saturday

Aougnst 22, 1869 Sunday
No Steamships leaving.

Y. SOUREN CO.

364 Furk Ave,
New York City

Mails for Burope
Supplementary at 1140 PH,

S



Rod e ADVERTISEMENTS APPEARING IN N.Y.TIMES Wednesday, August 18, 1869 2
. The General TransAtlantic Company's Mail Steamships between N,Y. & Havre, calling ____/-
[ ey Lafayette Saturday, Aug. m.
Pereire Saturday. Bept. 4
i -LGﬁ R

The British & No, American Royal Mail S5.8.'s betwesn N.Y. & Liverpool, calling at
. Cork Harbor:

Aleppo Thursday, 4Aug. 19
Scotia Wednesday, Aug. 26 "
FOR LIVERFPOOL & QUSEHS'!OWH
Inman Line of Mail Steamers:
City of Boston Sat. Aug, 21 at 1 PM
Etns, 'I'aos,kug 24 at 1 FM
TO LIVMPOOL, calling at Queenstown:
Colorado Awg. 18 at 3 PM
Nebrasksa Aug. 256 at 4 Pll

TO LIVERPOOL & QWSTOWN!
Penngylvania Sat. Aug. 21 at 2
The Queen Sat. Aug, 28 at 9

ADVERTISEMENT APPEARING IN N.Y.DAILY TRIBUNE, August 19th, 1869
NORTH GERMAN LLOYD
nion' « U,8.Mall - Thursday, Auveust 19
for
Bremen, via Southampton.

v . Y. SOUREN CO.
384 Park Ave,
New York City







-
L2

#2e
lrs Y, Souren « Auge 17, 1939,

I might add that on both the Richey covers the "24" is
very plain, ©Stranse to state, on the back of both of the

iichey covers is the handstamp in purple ww I
have made careful tracings of the markings on covers
will make a number of photos both front and back, and if you

wish, I will be only too glad to send you prints,

: *  You have put Colson on the defensive for the first time
An hie career and my porsonal opinion &s that he will hit baek

as gtrong as he ean, It is needless for me to tell you that

inasmmech a8 you yourself have made & number of enemdes that there
will be quite a few of thepe who will line up behind Colson,
Perhaps these remarks are quite umnecessary but I an expressing
them te you for vhat they are worth,

The following 1s strict;‘.y confidential, pagedl and 42
you illustrated ¥wo U, = i, H, Annual Tazes - MaPeh 1870", I
know & colleetion which contiaing some thirty or forty of these
Tax notices, all bearing 1869 stampe, As I recell these were
mailed frem Lexington, Ky, I have Just learned that Colson has
applied to this collector for a loan of helf a dozen of these,
I do not know whether I could borrow come for you or not but you

~might let me lmow if a loan of some of them would be advantagoous
to you, I might add that npne contain bisected stamps,

Regarding the 507 1869 block of four, Chass is an record
with the following vregarding the wniused 1860%s without grill,

"A set of all values (though the 15¢ is Type I only) oxists
with full brownish gum and without an{ trace of a grill, This is
ill"s

the catalogued variety "without grill", I don't know what these
are, but I doubt if they are issued stamps, It seems much more

likely that they come from a trial printing of some sort, Without
thei» gum they cannot be identifted and have little value", I
have no comments to make on the above 2s I have my own opinion
regarding many listings in the catalogue,

One more point which may be of help to yous On page 41
is the following, "Vertical 2/3 of 3/ used as a 2¢ on tax form,"
It is my opinion this shonld have rcad, "Vertical half (%) of 3¢
used as 1¢," as I am quite sure all of the rates I have seen on

these Tax notlces were 1l¢, with 1Z 1869ts, However I may be wrongs

Sincerely yours,
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394 Park Ave.
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ATIONE BUBIECT TO EHANGE

AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
70 BROAD STREET

NeEw YORK

P
ALBERT L. SCHOMB,

rienr e e e
WALTER E.BMITH,
vice rusnicenrs
H.VICTOR KEANE. HARRY ¥, PAYNE,
PETER AITGHISON, HENWY R, TREADWELL,
srcmETany comPTROLKS TamARumEn

o May 15, 1936

=

My dear Mr. Knapp:

I have had a careful examination
made of the 10¢ United States Stamp of the
1847 issue which, I understand, is known from
the collectors' view point as the “Knapp Shift".

It is undoubtedly a genuine stamp and
the irregularities appearing in this stamp hape—
probably occurred in the re-entering of this per-
ticuler stamp on the plate.

Yours very truly,

HRT/LB

Tos
Mr, Edward S. Xnapp,

>




American Bank Note Company
%0 Broad cSt.,
New York,

May 15, 1936,

My dear Mr., Knapp:

I have had a careful examination made of the 10¢
United States Stamp of the 1847 issue which, T understand,
1s known from the collectors! view point as the "Enapp Shift,"

It is undoubtedly a genuine stamp and the irregularities
appearing in this stamp had probably occurred in the re-enter-
ing of this partiecular stamp on the plate,

Yours very truly,

(signed)

H. R Treadwell
HETELB

Ja:
Mr, Zdward S, Knapp.
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dopy of Letter sent to Elliott Perry
From Ned Knapp.

Dear Elliott:

I noted your article in your paper attempting to
damage my property, by calling it a "fake" Its quite in
line with your general attitude toward everything and every-
body - You know perfectly well it isntt a fake, You shouldr
if you want to do the honest thing, retract that word "fake",
it doesn't belong there and I conslider it libel - I'd like to
have an explemnation from you why you used the word - Is it
* venom toward me? (or Ashbrook)) Or do you think you know more
than the Bank Note Co.? Your type, I don't understand at all
but it is a decidedly harmful type, with an unfriendly feeling
towards the world.

Edward Knapp.
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New York, City



HORACE W. BARR
2815 PENN AVENUE
WEST LAWN. PENNSYLVANIA

April 11,37.
Dear Stanley: '

- This is going to be a very short letter,as my eyes and head
simply ache.I have spent about fifteen hours on this stamp in the last two
days.l am going to give you my conclusions and will write details later.

It has been awfully hard working with a photo alone without the help of an
actual stamp.I am so sure however that I would gamble the stamp if I ever
see it will bear out my contentions.Therepare so many places where you have
to deciide whether a thing is a photo defeect or a marking on the stamp.Take
for instance that gzp in the shading of the O in OFFICE.I can't tell if
this is a photographic defect or not,but one glance at the stamp would tell.
I refer to the pair you sent me.I can't find a thing on it,but it did tell
me several new things.My conclusions are as follows.It is not a printing
variety,and it IS NOT A PAINTING.I experimented with some paint and a single
hair brush last night and decided that a person with a very @df little more
skill and experience than I hawve(and this person would not be hard to find
as my skill and experience at painting is about nill)could easily paint
these lines.Nevertheless I am sure it is not a painting.It is NOT A FAKEI
but a triple transfer made with the transfer roll.I can show where every
line on that stamp came from,even that extra line in the E that we could
not account for.I think the real thing that fooled us all is that five or

* 8ix of these lines are made up partially from one entry and partially
from another.They can not be fitted anywhere if taken as a single line,but
considered as being made up of two éﬁ%gzee they can be easily fetted in.
The thing that got me onto it was that,fhink without exception every line
on the 31R shift can be found on the Knapp shift.I believe if your en-
largements were gf the same size that the 31R could belaid on this shift
and all the lines would coincide.The letters that show the triple are the
0O ans S of POST and the ICE of OFFICE and the two X's.But only parts or
some of the lines in these letters are from the triple.l still can think
of only one way these lines could have showed up late in the life of the
plate and that is the solder theory.l read your article in STAMPS and think
it very good.However I go farther than you do.I think the difference in a
print from copper and steel plates can be seen even though the plate is an
engraved one instead of a transferred one.A tool will cut very differently
in steel and copper.The resultant cut line in the plate would be different
consequently the inked line would be different and the whole print would
have a different appearence.Now I personally might not be able to pick ¢
them out but I have no doubt at all that one that handled a great many’%“”E;
would haveno trouble at all.Thanks for the information on the proofs.l agree
with you.Can I soak the gum off without injuring the card.It is bad enough
that they were thinned but the gum is impossible.l wrote Mason but have
not had a reply as yet.I am sorry you could not come,but of course had no
idea of expecting you to make a special trip.Just thought you might be
coming east.I know what you are going through as I moved four times the
first iYW two years I was married and have not moved for about thirty
since."hat do they say."two movings are equal to a fire"?So I wont be at
all anxious if I do not hear from you for a while.I will write you later
however giving you more details and some sketches I am making up.

Sincerely,

/ﬁy
P;S, J/&,rwn—& ‘*:Q_ ,“{*v
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2 WESTFIELD

SINCE 1915
July 14, 1941 o

Dear Stanley,

Yes, I recall the liekeel story about the cover Knap
bought ,because that sory was credited to me. But I never told
anyone that I wrote it, or admitted it was mine. I didn't get
any of it from Knapp. What happened was common talk around the
Fox Club, and Kuehne, Gerhman and possibly others were kidded
without much mercy for having refused to buy the cover from
Krassa. I heard about it from Percy Doane, or in his office and
have no recollection of Knapp being presen%. I'm pretty sure it
had been the cuase of much merriment before I heard about it.

If I haven't told worse stories that that on myself I
could. I pulled one bull that cost me as much as a six meeks trip
to Europe - which it would take more than one pair of frame line
Confeds to pay for.

—_—

Horace Barr told me about the solder matter himself and about
the time that you mentioned it. My idea has been that Horace
considered it might be a possible solution - not that it had to
be THE solution to the Knapp "shift". As I beleite I already knew
what caused the Knapp "shift" and that it did not come from a D.T.
or any such re-entry on the plate, the solder solution did not
explain the Knapp stamp, altho it might be very useful thing to
know. Probably the only thing wrong with the solder theory is
that it doesn't happen to apply to the Knapp stamp. Itvis merely
an attempt to prove something happened which actually did not
happen. Circumstantial evidence has brought more than one man to
the gallows for a murder which someone else committed. Wan I knew
in Chicago read in the newspaper that he had been convicted of a
felony and sentenced to prison. He wondered about that as would
anyone. The solution was both strange and simple. He had been
robbed of his pocketbook and papers and when the robber was caught
committing another crime the culprit "adopted" my friend's name
and was tried and sentenced under my friend's name.

New Yorker article tells how Souren spent $1,800 on the
Knapp stamp. The mighty mountain went into travaii and brought

forth - not even a mouse. What's the use of having thoudands of
dollars worth of seientific equipment? Why don't such people use

1t on the stamps they offer for sale? Or do they? Judging by what

I have seen with a ten cent magnifier - or no glass at all - I wonder.
The solder trail 1s a bit obscure. You and I knew it started with
Horace Barr. Thompson claims it for his very own. If Souren should
deny that Thompson got it from him what did Souren do with $1,800%
This looks to me like a proper target for some good-natured kidding,
with or without satire.
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October 6, 1941

Stanley B, Ashbrook, Esq,
434 So. Grand Av,
Ft. Thonas, Ky.

Dear Mr, Ashbrook:

The lots have finally been put together, and now that Behr is away showing them .
throughout the country I have a few minutes to devote to my correspondence,

In rereading one of your letters, I find the sentence, "Well, if Harmer and Kleeman
are right, I think you will egree with me that it was a pretty swell Job of paint-
ing and being so fine, why did the artist only make one copy? I know you have
your little Jokes but supposing you were serious.

I went to explain on this matter as simply as possible in such way that it can be
understood by every ordinary collector as well as those who have advanced know-
ledge. If we look back on the course of life, we find that our progress has been
mede possible through science and its developments.

As ordinary human beings we see things that do not exist and, at times, we do not
see things as they actually ere. One can teke two objects of the same dimensions
end they can appear to be in different sizes---an optical illusion., Sometimes in
a single color, we see two different colors---an optical illusion, When landing
in a plane, the ground seems to be coming up to the plane---an optical illusion.

When one makes e hobby of stamps and has some knowledge of chemistry, mathematics,
optics, physics, ete., one cannot avoid making a subconscious approach to philately
along these lines, especially those whose love of collecting is the primary fascin-
ation. With such persons profit may enter into it without being a deciding factor.
An approach to stamps along these lines makes one spend time with his dreams when
he cannot afford to do so. There is an inner desire for knowledge similar to the
drunkard without money who yet finds some way of getting something to drink,

In the course of philately and its growth, its followers found out that a magni-
fying glass would throw more light on certain characteristics than the naked eye.
It would naturally follow that more powerful magnifying glasses would show just
that much more. Those who kmew of the existence of more powerful glasses used
them, and from there went on to the use of the microscope and to microscopes of
many different forms, and they all could see more than those who used only their

eyes or a2 simple megnifying glass,
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Just as magnifying glasses have been superseded by more powerful instruments, so has
other progress been made with stamps. Benzine, carbona, and other fluids were very
helpful in disclosing thin spots, repairs, etc., but have given way to methods which
do not require the immersion of a stemp in & fluid., (Sometimes immersion is harmful,
as in the case of the U.S, 1¢ 1861, in which the color is definitely affected by ben-
zine.) So why should we use benzine when the ultra violet rays bring out not alone
the things that could be seen in benzine but will bring out repairs covered with an
oily substance so as to show how the repair has been camoufleged to evade detection

in benzine, v

The ultra violet ray will show an original pen cancellation that may have been cleaned
from a gtamp, It can bring out other fakings not visible to the naked eye or to a
magnifying glass. The ultra violet ray will also give indications as to whether the
gum on an unused stamp is the original gum or has been added later., In the case of
gum the ultra violet rays do not give the conclusive proof but they do give the indi-
cation. In such cases the stamp can be subjected to further tests which can prove the
point by revealing the composition of different gums,

Now all this is in no way different from the application of science in our everyday
life and progress. Today a doctor doesn't take & big shot of whiskey before he does
en emputation (see Dr. Smith in 1803, in the Readers' Digest), The doctor today doesnt
have to mutilate a man's body looking for a2 mass of kidney stones until he finds the
correct position, When he sees what the X-ray hes to tell him, he cen go ahead with
his operation without fortifying himself with whiskey, end he doesn't have to give
whiskey to the patient either,

As philetely has grown, the need for checking our knowledge has grown with it. One
could not rely forever on benzine, particulerly when the violet ray can give proof. It
is growing enough to want tangible proof. In the old days they would sit down and by
mere opinion stete the stemp was "unused", "pen-cancelled", "repaired","genuine”,
"fake", ete. There was no way of giving proof to what was said., There were just the
good wishes of a2ll concerned in a free-for-all opinion in behalf of philately, 3But
today the ultra violet will show where a pen cancellation has been removed. The ultra
violet does not give en opinion. It shows definitely for a2ll to see. This is proof
end leaves no room for free-for-all opinion so far as the question of pen cancellation
is concerned., This is just one tiny instance of how science has been hslpful in
philaetely, even to those who in the past have staked their reputatiomsand their good
names on their eyesight., One can go on forever, and so can every sensible man, and
state instances of how science has added to human progress.,

I have noticed that for some years my love for stamps has not been all it used to be.

I have really been mistaken in my liking for stamps. My love has been in the many
subjects entering into & stamp---art, printing, paper, and all those other features
that surround a stamp. Since 1929 when I bought my first microscope from Eugene Klein,
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I have "wasted" more time with this than my business should have permitted, but this
time hes not been spent in vain, for I discovered the possibilities to see things and
learn things otherwise unknown to us, Outside of a stamp being itself, I would see it
as a pileee of paper, the inks with which it was printed, and the historic reasons for
its existence. This has brought me many sleepless nights.

I have had a broad scientific educetion. I am a graduate in chemistry, physics, and
have qualifications in microscopy and research ability., With this background, it was
not difficult for me to go into the chemistry of inks and the substances used in mek-
ing paper, as well as advencing myself in microscopic studies, Therefore, my worries
went to supplement my knowledge into the menufacturing of paper in its different forms
end stages. Everything I learned brought the realization of how much more there is yet
to be learned, and it was enough of a headache to acquire this little knowledge in the
face of what I grew to realize must yet be learned., However, I have learned enough to
recompense me for all the time and worry spent on it,

Science has advanced to 2 point where papers and inks can be brought down into their
original components. Long before Mr. Knapp ever brought his 10¢ 1847 in here, I have
had plenty of opportunities to attack basic problems. I was the first to bring scien-
tifically the existence of feked centerlines and arrows on the Farley imperforates,
among other things, but I didn't ballyhoo about it. As far back as 1924, before I
knew how to distinguish any of the types of the 1¢ 1851, I found a Type I 1851 1¢ faked
from a Type II in the Hawking collection. Dr. Kuntz of the duPont laboratories checked
me on this and it was probably the first inkling I had of how science could be em-
ployed in checking stemps, though this was a relatively easy question.,

Working on the Knapp shift, I had to approach the subject setting aside any philatelic
knowledge. My problem was to reduce the stamp to its components, just as the ultra
violet will show & pen cancellation, giving visual proof, The facts disclosed were
Just as conclusive, It was studied as a plece of peper, plus printing, studied with
various instruments in conjunction with other 10¢ 1847's, with the result that we have
e stamp designated in the Sganderd Catalogue as #29, which has a number of doubly trens-
ferred lines., These lines, both of the basic stamp and the shift, are similar and
identical in every way--paper, ink, and composition, with existing and accepted 10¢
1847, Scott #39, If some people claeim this stamp to be & fake, I will agree with them
that the Knapp shift is a feke provided they will also sgree that each and every #29
printed on similar peper and with similer inks is a fake, If the Knapp shift is a
fake, all 104 1847's are feke, If the Knapp shift is genuine, all 10¢ 1847's are
genuine, Science has settled this matter beyond any opinion or atteck by opinionated
people.
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In view of the findings which the instruments have disclosed end not by visual exem-
ination and opinion, to differ from scientific findings is simply to disregard facts.
A petrographic microscope is able to bring out features not otherwise known., Through
this and other instruments those familiar with their use and weys of bringing out
things ere able to read whether press impressions are mede from steel, copper, or from
eny other plate., Any research laboretory with a personnel familier with the operations
of these instruments can get the same reading and make the same proof.

I have found out thet the U,S., stemps prior to 1851 have been printed from copper
plates end the evidence is that the 1851 and later issues have been printed from steel
plates., This is neither a guess nor an opinion. To parsphrase, if the 5¢ and 10¢
1847's were printed from steel plates, then the 1851 end later issues were printed from
copper plates. This proof is not alone in the structure of the stamp but cen also be
obtained chemically. See page 403 of Volume 6 of the Enclycopedia Britannica, 14th
Edition, 1929, in which it states that the presence of copper can be detectdd and
"Potassium ferrocynide gives a brown precipitate, and if the solution be very dilute, o
brown color is produced. This latter reaction will detect one pert of copper in
500000 of water." While this was in the 1929 edition, chemists today cen detect the
presence of even smeller quentities of copper. Those who can spend time to volunteer
opinions on this stemp might better spend their time in learning these things.

Since I am & human being, I am not immume from deficiencies tut I do know better then
to trust opinion when I can get facts., We live in an age when newspapers can meke or
breek homes; when opinioniated people, going contrary to life, cen upset the equili-
brium of & nation; when strategy and armies are directed by armchalr generals. In
philately we have armchair high priests, one of whom has actuelly deified himself but
sensible people can go to a circus and laugh at the clowns. However, when a serious
matter enters, one does not laugh. One goes conscientiously to bring out not opinien
but to try and demonstrate facts,

You can't wash a2 black stove white with soep but you can paint it, I don't see where
there is any call on me to meke research students out of high priests. All they do is
to paint when they have & chance to put aside opinion to learn something about their
subject and to do some real work and secure sensible and reasonable results,

We have all the Knapp correspondence, and 2 very brilliant minded student, one who
seeks the truth, has branded the 10¢ 1847 shift as a "rank fake". Here are quotations
from some of his letters, with an occasional comment from myself. My comments are in

parenthesis,

Nov., 14, 1935 '"After exemining the stemp I think it a waste of time and money to
do anything more., In my opinion it is undoubtedly a fraud.
Fortunately the "artist™ happened to select a stamp from a plate
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Jen, 8, 1936

May 15, 1936

Mey 22, 1936

June 3, 1936

June 12, 1936

position whth such definite characteristics end so unlike anything
else on the plate that it can be identified with certeinty."

(In other words, the shift is painted in.)

I am so certain that I can prove beyond eny reasonable doubt that
the thing is an absolute feke that I am willing to back my opinion
with any emount of desirable U.S. stamps worth from 1,000 to 10,000,

Vice-president John P, Treadwell of the American Benk Note Co.
writes to Knapp that the stemp is genuine and so is the shift,
Knapp tells of this to the student in question. Here is his own
reection:

Dear Knapp:

I have your kind letter and thank you for advising me in
regard to the Americen Bank Note Co. I _am perfectly satisfied that
no part of your 104 '47 is an intentional imitetion or fake, I do
not recall having said it was a2 "paint job" and in fact believe I
stated that I did not know how it was made.,---

It is a mere accident of printing of which many examples have been
found on the 10¢ '47 stamps,

As 2 shift I still would say the stamp is & fraud, tho I now believe
it wes produced by an accident of manufecture and not afterwards,

Of course I must qualify that statement because I did not then know
that an imitation shift could be produced by an accident of printing.
I was satisfied it was not e genuine shift but did not know that a
Zenuine stamp could bear an imitation shift in the ink of the stamp
itself.

One suggestion that came through a friend has not been acted on
that I know of , altho I wrote Sganley about it and think the equip-
ment and a competent operator may be found in Cincinnati, I refer
to what is called "optical section". By this means it is sometimes
possible to determine if one print is superimposed on another and
this might clearly reveal whether the "irregularitids" on your stamp
are merged into the normel design as I believe genuine shift lines
would be, or are not. I do not know if the American Bank Note Co.
used or have equipment for "optical section" but am sure it can be
found in New York or vicinity and believe I could arrenge for such
a test to be made.
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July 11, 1936 I do not know what the American Benk Note Co. reported to you as
to exactly how the stamp you submitéed to them wes produced, bug
I am quite willing to take my chances with them and have no doubt
they will agree with me.

| In view of a2ll this correspondence and in view of what has been learned about this
stamp, it would seem that he has set his own standards for proof, and now that this

| proof hes been presented to him publicly, he seeks innuendo to keep the question open.

| It mekes one wonder about his sincerity. This is herdly like the high priests burst-

| ing to have their names in print, I like to see them go on record in condemning this
stemp beceuse they condemn science. |

D

!J

With a sincere student, it is different, for progress is animated and better served by
sincere and free antagonism in which both entegonists have the truth as their only end.
Just as an o0il well needs gas pressure to bring it through the ground, but sure as dey
| e natural gusher will not be plugged by humen beings nor will science be stopped by

;& the high priests and Mahomets of philately.

i I think I have made myself entirely clear on the subject of this stamp which some
people are trying to use for their own benefit but which will eventually bring their
downfall, There is nothing in this letter which is confidential. You mey make use of
it as you see fit, even in certain publicetions with whose policy I am not in accord.

| & With kindest personal regerds, I am

[ —

.

Sincerely yours,

|
i PHILATELIC RESEARCH
LABORATORIES, INC,

&
j
|
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Mf, Edward S, Knapp November 23, 1935
158 East 64th Street
New York, N, Y.

Dear Mr. Knapp:

Enclosed is the 10¢ 47 stamp I received from you
five minutes ago. @lose scrutiny is unnecessary. I find
not only a very poorly faked "Pogt Office" shift, but poor-
ly faked for any variéty of shift. One may call it paint
or ink, whichever suits ones fancy. Some may call it clever
but I still retain my self-respect and refuse to confer 1t

such honor,

This fake has a position dot -- horizontal and
diagonal lines in both "X's" -- a vertical line close to
the border in the lower right corner. 31 R Post Office shift
has none of these, while most of the added lines in Post Office
are noticeably faked. The most pronounced errors are to be

found in the horizontal and diagonal lines in both "X'g",

Will plate it when I g0 home to lunch,

L A SO~

Frank R, Sweet
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G Yy Sent‘

434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

©
Oct, 10, 1941, ’ C}e s3u ’:

Nrs Harry L., Lindquist,
New York, N.Y,

Dear Harerys

I thought perhaps you milght be interested in the following
excerpts from a letter from Souren dated Oct, 6the Souren
stated there was nothing confidentlial about the letter so

I am passing this on to you, The subject referred to was the
"Knapp shift." -

"We have all the Knapp correspondence, and a very brilliant

minded student, ome who seeks the truth, has branded the 10¢

1847 sghift as.a "rank fake,” Here are quotations from some ‘
of his letters, with an occasional comment from myselfs My

comments are in parenthesis.

Nove 14, 1936 "After examining the stamp I think it a
waste of %1me and money to do anything more, In my opinion
it 4s undoubtedly a fraud, Fortunately the "artist" happened
to select a stamp from a plate pesition with such definite
characteristics and so unlike anything else on the plate that
it can be identified with certainty."” (In other words, the '
shift is peainted in,)

Jan, 8, 1936 I am so certain that I ean.gggx; beyond any
reasonable doubt that the thing is an absolu ake that I am
willing to back my opinion with any amount of desirable U, S,
stamps worth from 1,000 to 10,000,

May 15, 1936 Vice-president John P, Treadwell of the American
Bank Note Co, writes to Knapp that the stemp 1s genuine and so is
the shift. ZXKnapp tells of this to the student in question, Here
is his own reaction:

May 22, 1936 Dear EKnapp:

I have your letter and thank you for advising me 1in regard to the

American Bank lote Cos I am perfectly satisfled that no part of

your 10¢ 47 is an 1nteﬁ€Ion§§ IEIEE%Ion or fake, 4 do not
 pecall having sald it was a "paint' job" and in fact believe I

stated that I did not lmow how it was mades===

It 18 a mere acecildent of printing of which many examples have

been found on the 107 147 stwaps.

June 3, 1936 As & shift I still would sey the stamp 1s a fraud,

tho I now belisve 1t was duced by an accident of menufacture
and not afferwarai. Of course I must qualify that stateuent bee
cause I did not then know that an ilmitation shift could be pro=

duced by an asecident of printing, I was satisfied it was not a
2:gu1no sh ’ ow t a genui-se stamp could Lear an
86 5

n n
tation shift in the ink of the stamp
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MP. Harpy L, Lindquist, Oct, 10, 1941,

_ June 12, 1936 One suggestion that came through a friend

has not been acted on that I know of, altho I wrote Stanley
about 1t and think the equipment and a competent operator nay

be found in Cincinnati, I refer to what is called "optical
section.™ By this means it is sometimes possible to determine

if one print is superimposed on another and this might clearly
reveal whether the "irregularities" on your stamp are merged into
the normal design as I believe genuine shift lines would be, or are
note I do not know if the Are rican Bank Neote Co. used or have
equipment for "optical section” but am sure it can be found in
New York or vicinity and believe I could arrange for such a test
to be umade,

July 11, 1936 I do not know what the Am rican Bank Note Co,
reported to you as to exactly how the stamp you submitted to them
was produced, but I am quite willing to take my cheances with them
and have no doubt they will agree with me,

In view of all this correspondenceé and in view of what has been
learned about this stamp, it wonld seem that he has set his own
standards for procf, and now that this proof has been presented to
him publiely, he seecks innuendo to keep the question open, It
makes one wonder about his sincerity. This is hardly like the
high priests bursting to have their names in print. I like to see
them go on record in condemning this stamp because they condemn
science,

Regarding the above, you will recall that I have repeatedly told
you that Elliott's first opinionn after due examination of the
gtamp, was that the stamp was a "painting," He requested Ned to
gsend the copy to Frank Sweet which Ned did and Sweet came right
back and was abgolutely sure it was a "painting," With Sweet's
confirmation Flliott was so sure he was right that he offered to bed
Ned $10,000 to {1,000, He also made me the same proposition and I
laughed at him, telling him that he didn't have ten grand and that

I dian't have one,

Then Elliott switched over, and sald the stamp was genuine danied
he had said it was a "painelng " and stated it was an 1m1%atian
shift.," I don't Imow what he fninks it is today, because all I can
get out of him is, that he knows positively what it is, has known
all along, and some day he is going to tell the true story.

Now I don't know whether the stamp is good or bad and I don't give

a darm either way, but there is one thing on vhish I am positive
and that is, that the stamp is no "kiss" nor "imitation shift,” that
is, provided an "imitation shift" is some sort of a printing error,
All of which means that I am sure Elliott is wrong.

This Enapp stamp 1s becoming famoué, so I thought you would be
interested in the above,

Yours etc,,



His Royal Highness (Harmer)'s solution of the Knapp shift

T@rvy does make the fellows who spent a lot of time working on that thing
look rather foolish and no doubt it will exasperate Souren. Evidently
Ck;f Harmer doesn't know that the stamp was checked against all thed major
2.5 and minor shifts long ago. VYhen I get around to it I shall publish
the answer so everybody can know 1t. The answer has no een a secret
194 | with me. As far back as 19326 at least one other student of 1847s
T knew it and I don't know how many he may havetold it to. If they

did not believe him it is not my fault. In the old days there was a
step in the printing process which is no longer used. That made it
poscsible to produce a "shift" havding the appearance of engraved lines

Zmdbn any position of any plate. The transposition of the duplicated

" ~lines might or might not exactly agree with the lines of the design,
and the rsult would be so similar to a genuine D.T. that unless one
knew how it was made it might pass for a genuine D.T. without question.
It is not caused by the sheet "kissing" the plate altho it may have
characteristics very similar to those of such a "kissg".

f(na[—a(o lo+ 1847 &h.l—l— T”érry V. (] Tel( Ua §ome(_Da_>z
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POILATELIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, lnc.
394 Park Ave.
New York, City



May 3rd, 1936,

Mr, Edw, S. Knapp,
300 Park Ave.,
New York, N.Y.

My dear Ned:

4y Perry has my goat and I admit it, He is simply crazy to

break into print and damm your stamp up and down and also in doing
80 to damn everyone who has had the extreme gall to question any
opigion he expresses, His egotism is colossal and it sure gets my
- g0at,

I am sending you herewith a copy of some "Notes" he sent
Dolph to publish, I have no right to send you this copy as I anm
ing it without Dolph's permission, 5o treat this absclutely con-
idential, I did not ask Dolph permission to send you This copy,
hence he did not request me not to do it, Hence I am not betraying
any requeste However I feel Dolph would prefer that no copy be
sent you for fear he might get in bad with Elliott, I feel this
way., I do not think Perry is playing falr, I think he is trying to
put Dolph on the spots If he wanted to go about This thing in the
right and honoravle way, why doesn't he go to you and submit to you
what he wants to write and get your permfssion to publish, Vhy
put Dolph on the spot? Why draw me into the mess and have me attempt
to use my influence with you to get permission to damm your property .
up and down? He met you personally in Sloanets and had a fine
opportunity to explain to you any reasons he had to justify his
‘desire to bust into printg,

J am also enclosing copy of a letter I have ﬁritten him today.

I think his "Notes" are perfectly "lousyZ®, The only interest
he has in the stamp is to prove, if he can, he is right, Not to
prove the stamp is right or wrong, I am now absolutely convinced his
whole opinion is based on the point that he bellieves your stamp is
23 Le I'll be damned if I take his word it is 23 L. He has not
turned a hand to show me a copy of 23 L, though I am convinced he
could borrow a copy from Sweet if he wished to do so,

If I were in his shoes and sure I was right I would move
heaven and earth to submit to the Ft, NMitchell upstart a copy of ; .
Look at the last paragraph of his dope, Do you want any better proof
that his sole reason for believing the stamp 1s a feke 1s because he
was able to plate 1it?

We will show the stamp to Doces If Doc questions it my falth
in my opinion will be shaken, That Doc is a keen little bird, Be=
side him Perry is a rank novice, and I am not much better, So we, B =
will see what Doc thinks about the stamp - in the mean time -« to :
with 1t and Perry,

I do not need to remind you what I would do to a guy who would
write such brazen stuff about enything that belonged to me, If
Dolph published this slop it would cost him his job, But would that
bother the Sage of the Peach Orchard? Not a bit, He would have had



e

e = lMr. Knapp ~ May 3, 1936,

his say and vindicating his reputation as the worldts lone and only
authority on the 107 1847, Perfect rot,

Yes I will admit that bird has my goat,

Yours ete,,
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future reference,



May 3, 1936,

Mpo Elliott Perry,
Box 333,
Westfleld, N.J,

My dear Elliott Perry: : ’

Dolph has zhown mé your notes on the 10¢ Knapp shift, and 1t
seeme to mo yon have done the very thing that Ned has warned you not
to do. I wrote Ned a long letter sometime ago and asked him to grant
you permission to write up your opinion on his stamp, In most £
emphatie terus lled refused, What more csn I do? It seems to me,

Af you wish to avoid trouble the thing for you to do, is to go to

Ned snd obtain his permission, I do not think it is fair for you %o
put Dolph on the spot by placing hinm in an embarraseing position, You
geen very anxious to write up vour side of the controversy, yet you
have not lifted a finger yourself to obtain lNedts permission, You ran
into Ned in Sloane's office but you never mentioned the sub ject to him,
Ned has not written Dolph so far as I lknow but I have a letter fram
hin in which he stated he would bring action sgeinst anyons who
nounced his stamp a fake and wonld make any publication that rublished
sueh comments a party to the suit,

I thought ybu were perfectly aware of this, If so why attempt
o get Dolph to publish what you have wiitten, Why dontg you go
about this thing in the right way and submit whatever you wish to write

to Ned end obtain his written permission to have same published?
Dolphi has also shown me your comments on my Moy Column,

I ean perfectly aware that a bill was rendered for engraving
& steel plate, I am surprised you brought this point up, lMay I remind
you that steel plates are not engraved, Dies are engreved but not
whole plates, It is therefore perfectly obvious that the wording of
the invoice "Ingraving steel plate of Post 0ffice Stamps,” should have
read ""ngreving steel die for Post Office Stamps,”

Perhaps 1f the clerk who made out this invoice could have fore
geen a Luff or a Perry he would have mede his wording entirely different.,
If Luff Jumped to the conclusion the plate was of steel because they
engraved a steel die surely Elliott Perry should not have jumped into
the tracks left by Luff's imaginatione '

I am really surprised you thought I should jump into the same
footprints, Personally I don't ecare a damn whet Luff thought or wrote
on this subject, or what evidence he had, Anyone with sufficient
' plating experience would know the lew York plate was copper and not
steel,

Your argument on the 90¢ 1860 plate is no comparison, Scratches
on a steel plate are entirely different from seratches on a2 cepper
plate, I have had too much experience on this subject to make auny
- eomperison,

You state you "see little difference = if mny « whether the
plates were soft steel = not hardened - or copper.” - Well I am truly
surprised, I am quite sure there is quite a difference between soft
steel and copper, You also state you have heard thet the period was
a little "early for case-hardening,” hence you surmise the possikility
the 47 plates may have been of steel = but not hardened,
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~ If you will read the story of the "Penny black” you will find
& full description of the process used to harden these plates in 1840,

Chase 1s due $o arrive in llew York this week, I wiil see that
he exauines the KEnapp stamp very carefully, Should he pronounce the
staup a fake, I will have no trouble in obtaining from Ned permission
for you to write up this staup to your heart's content, I will even

further, I will see that you express your on £ in print,
in doing so you can critieise to your h 's con hose who
were fooled by "this clever work," After you have had your say I will

most willingly cat crow in a most bumble end abject manner,

Yours etc,,




Hay 35, 1936,
Mre Ay De Fennl,
423 W, 8th St.,
Cincinnati, 0.
Dear Dolph:
I am returning herewith the papers in the case of

Perry Vs the Enapp Shift

I also enclose copy of a letter I have written the Sage
of Westfield.

After reading this I feel you will consider the matter
closed for the- present at least,

Knapp is not going to give Perry any permission to dman
his stampe Should Chase question the stamp - well that is a
horse of a different color,

I can then obtain from Ned any permission I request., On
the other hbnd if Chase says the stamp is 0.Ke Ned is not going
to pormit even one chirp from the 10¢ '47 authority,

Of this I am positivees Until such time you have good
cause to pigeon hole, Perry?s stuff, :

Doc sailed on the 29th due to land in New York on Wednesday
the 6th, Jake is leaving for liéew York on the 5th, Looks like
I will leave on Sunday the 10the In the meantime do I have to
get up a column for you for the June humber?

You are to take lunch with Sam and this "writer" on
Tuesdeye

Yours ete.,



In the U, S. Specilalist!s Column in the April American
Philatelist my good friend Stanley B, Ashbrook says many very
complimentary things about Pat Paragraphs and the proprietor of
the Westfield Philatelic Peach Orchard, (Himself), which, while
delightful to read now, may entail considerable effort to live up
to in the future, One statement, or perhaps inference is a better
term for it, seems to me to require comment, In regard to the
1861 data published since August 1931 as part of "Seventy Years
Ago" friend Stanley says,-

"Personally I regret this valunable data %% has not been
availilable to every collector interested in United States Stamps
thruout the world,"

In our lengthy discussions while I was basking in the genial
warmth of justly famed Kentucky hospitality those wintry days last
February there were some facts which I thought best covered at that
time in general terms rather than in detail, I did not reveal
exactly how much effort has been made to reach every collsctor of
U. S. Stamps, Few of us are keen to admit our failures] However,
tho the fundamental idea that Pat Paragraphs is a means of gather-
ing facts and publishing them fearlessly has been advertised at
considerable expense for nearly five years, yet there may be col~-
lectors somewhere who are unaware of that purpose or who do not
realize its significance, There has been no announcement that
membership in the A.P,.S., entitles most A.P.S. members to receive
at least one issue of Pat Paragraphs gratis, but if they read what
was mailed them more than 90% of the A,P.S. membership have read
at least one installment of the 1861 series, Whether so entitled
or not these are sections of the serial "Seventy Years Ago."

Records in my files apparently indicate that less than 50%
of the A,P,S, membership are interested either in the 1861 research,
or in reading about it, or in making use of it, All of us are not
students, With some collectors practically all the fun of collecting
is in acquiring stamps for their collections, If they get the stamp
they want, condition and price being satisfactory, that is all they
care about, Why it was issued, what it was used for, why it was
discontinued, or the reasons for it being common or scarce interest
them hardly at all, It is unusual to receive letters in which the
writers state that they like this or that feature of the Pats, but
I am confident had "Seventy Years Ago" been published in the
American Philatelist or in one of the so-called popular magazines
many readers would have demanded a change before half as much of the
story had appeared as has already been printed in my little house
organs

Much of the data in Pat Paragraphs lacks a great deal of
being thrilling to the average collector, The quantity of informa-
tion is too great to leave room for many thrills, except of course
those engendered by new facts that happen to be unsuspected and
therefore startling, It has been thought essential to build first
& solid foundation of facts -~ something philatelists have never had
on the 1861 issue in any such degree before, Of course there is
no intention to minimize the val ue of the immense amount of data
which was published by John N, Luff in his wonderful U, S. book
nearly forty years ago, The reason the Luff boock happened to con-
tain a few errors and the cause of certain omissions is obscnre, Un-
fortunately these were vital and rendered it impossible to ascer-
tain what some of the most important 1861 data actually meant,
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Through the co-operation of Otto G, Reichelt and the courtesy of
President Woodhull of the American Bank Note Company the records of the
National Bank Note Company were secured, By checking the Luff data
against these authentic records it was possible to correct errors and
fill omissions, The reliability of information from such a source
cannot be questioned and "Seventy Years Ago" is based on this and other
data from original sources, Now there is a firm foundation of facts
upon which to build, The result is certain to be definite and far more
complete knowledge of the 1861 issue stamps than has been available in
the past,

Perhaps some remarks in regard to the 10¢ 1847 "shift" which
has been the subject of some discussion may be pat, In an experience
with stamps which goes back fully forty years I can recall no other
instance when it was considered perfectly proper to advance and publish
statements tending to show that a unigue (?) variety was authentic by
those who held that opinion, while at the same time no contrary opinion
could be voicéd in print without peril of being subject to legal action
for large damages for destroying the value of the "rare variety.," This
is indeed an amazing situation] What could be more comforting and
satisfactory to fakers than smothering the facts about their product?
And their prospective victims are entitled to no warning or protection}
I would like to point out however, that fakes rarely have more than
slight curiosity value and that a supposed value which acbually does
not exist cannot be destroyed. That saying about "who can spoil a bad
egg?" seems pat, -

Without staeting my own opinion I may call attention to several
facts that any reader may investigate for himself,

(1) A shift is a duplication of part of an original design, If
there is a 1line of the shift whiech is not a duplication of any line of
the normal stamp design, that line is not a shift, If it is claimed
that the particular line is not part of the shift but was produced by
some other cause, then the same reasoning can apply elsewhere - which
is merely to say that what is claimed to be a shift is o mething elss,
If it is something else it is not a shoft. | (Quod erat demonstrandum).,

(B) The lines in high relief on a hardened steel transfer roll
do not change their relative position to each other by moving around;
neither do they vanish into thin air, A genuine shift 1s a footprint
of such lines, We know what those lines were in the upper part of the
10¢ 1847 design for we see their "footprint" on #31 R - the "Post Office"
shift, A shift which is in the same location on another stamp and
appears to be stronger should show the same footprints, but even heavier,
Ir we find that instead of being stronger some of those footprints have
disappeareit, while others have changed their relative position to each
other, and quite different footprints appear as duplication of lines
thet are rarely or never duplicated on gemnulne snlfts, we do not need
high-power microscopes or other paraphernaliu to arrive at a conclusion,
It is not necessary to spend hours of toil to discover that no one can
cut two lines in a die and have each of them deeper than the other, Or
that there cannot be two lines on a transfer roll, each of them being in
higher relief than the others No explanation can make a shallow hole
deeper than a deep one nor a low ridge higher than a high one, Ixplana-
tions may disguise a fact but they cannot alter it,

If the deepest cut 11nes were duplicated on #31 R and show ag’

part of the "Post 0ffice" shift those 1lines did not vanish into thin
air; nelther did they change their relative position to each other,
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Compare the shift lines shown on the individual letters, such as the

"3 of "U-8", the "O" of "POST" and the "C" of "OFFICE", Use the
illustration of #31 R on page 356 of the American Philatelilst for April
1936 to check by, We know that shift 1s genuine, See if one letter

on any alleged "shift" can be found that correctly duplicates the foot-
prints that duplicate the high relief lines on #31 R, Note whether
shift lines on #31 R are weaker or stronger than the lines of the normal
design which they duplicate and ask yourself why? Check your con~
clusions against corresponding lines on any alleged "shift", A4sk your-
self what happens to the finer (shallower) lines, (i,e, those in lower
relief on the transfer roll), when the deeper lines are rocked in to the
full depth of those deeper lines,

Even if it 1s admitted that & shift could differ fundamentally
from all known shifts on all engraved stamps printed anywhere in the
world and still be genuine - which is ineredible beyond the Nth degree -~
one may still be totally unable to swallow & whole flock of coincidences,
none of them probable, which came to roost only on one particular bit
of paper, If any good reason could be shown why one (and only one) bum
re-entry should be made on a plate that didn't need re-entering, and
particularly on a position which was one of the most perfect on the plate,
one might stretch credulity, but the total delivery of 104 1847s was
only 1,050,000 stamps, (5,025 impressions), and altho I examined over
2,000 different copies when reconstructing the plate, I have yet to find
any satisfactory evidence of plate wear on the stamp designs|

Because a thing could happen is not proof that it did, I could
have scrawled this screed with my left hand, scratching the old cranium
for inspiration with the other, and sucking a lemon or puffing on a
malodorous Mo, meerchaum while both feet were soaking in a mustard bath -
and it may read as tho I did just that - but tho all those things were
possible none of them actually happened, except perhaps the nicotine
incinerator,

If the duplicated lines on an alleged "shift" of an engraved stamp
are not engraved it is ebvious that the ghift is not genuine, But be-
cause such lines may be engraved& does not prove them to have been present
on the stamp plate, Forged engravings of parts of genuine engravings
are by no means unknown, ©Some of them may have been quite expensive,
requiring much time to produce. On others the cost of the work might be
only a few dollars per dozen stamps,

One more "if" - If no other benefit comes from this discussion at
least it may bring about a better understanding of the cause of shifts
and the characteristics of their appearance, Tho fakers may also try -
to profit by it there still remains one well-nigh unsurmountable stumbling
block in thelr way - everyone of the 200 stamp designs on the 10¢ 1847

plate was distinctly different and any stamp which does nol agree with

one of the 200 varieties is open to immediate suspicion, Perhaps my good
friends who have great faith would have paused to take thought had they
read what is said about New York cancellations on page 98 of Pat
Paragraphs #5, or had they been familiar with the cheracteristics of
stamps from position 23 of the left pane of the 10¢ 1847,
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304 Park Ave.
New York, City
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[
POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES #’ One West Jorty-seventh Street
ALBUMS AND BOOKS ’-' New Gork City

|
FY— ‘ B HUGH M.CLARK, - - - President
e ( h a “D)D THERESA M.CLARK, Vice President
é h I ARTHUR C. ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer

July 18, 1941

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Now that I have started work on the SUS Catalogue, the
question is up for decision regarding the possible listing
of the Knapp shift on the 10 cent 1847. My feeling is
strongly that we should list it and, if possible, illus-
trate it by means of one of those swell cuts that you gave
me for the other shifts. What do you think?

With respect to various carrier stamps such as LOl, L0OZ,
1186, 1LB7, 1lLB8, 1LB9, 3LB2, 4LB8, 5LB2, 6LB6, etc., these
showed up in the Knapp Sale on cover with regular postal
issues. Am I correct in believing that this was the normal
usage and that cases where these stamps were used alone are
quite unusual? I am not certain of my ground on this point.

Will certainly appreciate hearing from you.

Hastily yours,
SCOTT PUBLICATIQNS, C.

GH M. CLARK

HMC:JK



Fort Thomas, Ky.
“July 22, 1041,

% Scott Publications, Inec,.,
T T

© . New York, N.Y. .

"Dear Hugh: ,
Yours of the '16th received,

Regarding the listing of the Knapp shift, I would be heartily

in favor of its listing if I whs sbsolutely convinced it was = -
perfectly genuine, that is, a germine plate variety, Do not mis~
understand me, I belleve the stamp 1s genulne and if so that 1t

.1s a plate variety, but I am not absolutely sure, snd wnless I = v
was convinced beyond any question of a doubt, I think a great 2

risk would be run‘inlligbing.and,;llnstrating_ih;~

. There are aéveral,ﬂaaturés‘of‘this-Stamp’thﬁt“&ré'nnquéetidnaﬁly
 cockeyed from a plate variety standpoint, In addition, I have

3; never been able to satisfactorily explain to myself how it

actually originated, 1f it is & genulne plate variety, All of
Perry's:reasoning_givea,mefawpain in the neeck, His first
‘opivion was that 1t was a rank fake, then he jumped from the

L frying pan into the fire und said it was genuine but]notxa,glaﬁé

variety, but an "lmitetion shift." ‘I am sure I don't know what

- en imitation sHift is unless hé means it is a slip print, which is
commonly called a klss, Now he siye the “"damn thing" 1s somethir
else, and he has known what it actually is since 1936, but he won't
tell me what he thinks it 1s nor will he tell anybody else, I

. don't bother my head any more about what he thinks, but of one thing

& am certain, He was on much safer ground on his first opinkon, i.0.,
@ palnting, because I cannot prove to my own satisfaction it is not

& painting or some sort of a manufactured fake, but I can prove

' beyond any guestion that 1t is not a kiss or an error of printing

- or what he s¢ foolishly called an 4dmitation shift,

I believe that the listing of the stamp should be backed up with
~Andisputable evidence as to how it originated, Tnis point I canmot
- satisfactorily explain and I therefore think the listing should be
deferred until this point is finally settleds I have an idea, but
this 1dea so far is only a theory, : W et gl
Regarding the carrier stamps, 0f course there 1s quite a difference
between the Eagle and Franklin which were Government issues and the
senl-officlals which were issued by carriers, I really do not see
that 1t makes any great difference whether any of these 1tems were .
used alone or with regulap postage stamps; so far as the catalogue 1is
concerned, : ' : Eofl AR daet 0

Consider the Franklin cover in the Knapp sale, lot 887, As I under-
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,ltand the regulations of 1851 (New Ybrk and Philadelpia), if a
Drop letter was deposited in the post office for street delivery
same required 1f postage and 1¢ carrier fees A letter found in
a "lamp post" box for city doll very didn't go thru the P,0, and
hence only required 1¢ for the cartier fee, Lot 887 shows on an
Eagle, no drop postage, The stamp is tied by a Philadelphia poste
mark hence I assume this letter surely passed thru the post office
and 1f so, it regquired in addition to the Eagle the drop letter
AR -postage. It would therefore appear that the 1¢/ Drop postage was
. . eollected on this cover, See Ashbrook book, Vol, 2 - top of page 175,

. One would expect to see drop letters with a 17 1851 and a Franklin but
1 do not recall ever seeing such an item, I am wondering if your
- notation under the Franklin and Esgle which reads, "Frequently found
on covers Iranked with regular Government issues" woula not be better
' 4f changed to read, "Exists alone on covers of on covers with Uj; S.
postage stamps," in the case of the Lagle the Lfother seoeus to be the
rule:whereas In the case of the Franklin the former seems to be the
rule, Do you not agree?

In the Seybold sale were three separate covers eadh wlth a single
. Pranklin and no U, S, stamps, Among uses of the kagle, I think that
covers showlng & single and no Us S, stamp (or stamps) are quite g
exeeptional, I think the Baltimore Is about equally found with U, 8¢
and witheut, but I may bo a hmifle WIonge _

Much of - the early carrier system is still a mystery in spite of the « .

fact that Perry claims to have all the answers and sets himself up as
‘the foremost authoritys In "Staumps" of "July 19, 1941" I had an |

article on 37 plus 1¢ carrier covers whevein I was bold. enough to differ
Uwith-the-euthority. I .wish you would read this article,

Have I answered satisfactorily‘the queries in your letter? If not
G please let me know. Ay : : ;

"Siﬁcerely ycurs;, S i f bty




2 Q7

LT PURLICAT IO

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUES !’%’ One West Jorty-seventh Street
ALBUMS AND BOOKS '-' NewYork City

HUGH M. CLARK, - - - President
THERESA M.CLARK, Vice President
ARTHUR C.ZIMMERMANN, Treasurer

July 29, 1941

Mr. gtanley B. Ashbrook
434 So. Grand Ave.
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Dear Stan:

Many thanks for your
letter of July 22nd and again for your
help. I will go over the article you speak
of concerning carrier rate.

I agree with you on the sub-
Ject of the 10¢ '47 Knapp shift. It is better
to wait until the smoke is all cleared away.

With kind regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

SCOTT PUBLECATI M
7 /UGH M. CLARK
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SINCE 1915

April 37, 1938
Dear Stanley,

After reading your letter of the 35th there are a few
things that occur to me. Some of Tuff's attitude may have been due
to the way Stevenson razzed him (directly or indirectly) in print -
"the Wise Men of the Fast" and that sort of thin%. I don't recall
that the Scott 0o, or Luff ever admitted in print that there was such
a thing as a "biscuit grill " or the female roller from which such
grills necessarily come, That was Steve's discovery and proved that |
Tuff mixed up two entirely different kinds of grille as if they were
the same, Yet Luff knew about the biscuite because I made and showed
him plaster impreseions which couwld not be argued around,

Yet the present grill list is almost entirely taken from
Stevenson's article (condensed) and Luff knew that., I fought that
out with the Scott people myself, told them I had checked Steve's
%&ta and that - with very few exceptions - it agreed with facts known

o me,

There ie one instance where Luff admitted he and the catalog
had been wrong. His statement wae printed in their journal around
1934 and concerned certain Charleston carriers which had been listed
a8 authentic stamps since about 1898, The only copies I could find
of certain varieties were counterfeits, Luff checked this and the
fakes were eliminated in the following catalog and have not appeared
in the catalog since, There wae one stalement which Luff made in
his article at that time which was true as far as it went but cer-
tainly was not the whole truth, and Luff certainly knew that, He
just didn't want to admit it, Partes of hie article were also con-

radictbry altho I did not realize so at the time, or that they pro-
bably were fed to him by Needham, Neither Luff nor Needham paid
enough attention to the pestal laws and regulations to really know
what they were talking about.

10c 1861; Brazer has believed the type I stamps were rushed
to California and the Weet Coast offices. I do not agree with him.
Long before August 1361 it was known that the Union sentiment pre-
dominated and was in control of matters there., There was more fre-
quent and better communication between the Pacific Coaet and the
North than with the ~onfederacy and little chance that the Confed-
eracy could Profit by any old stampe in offices on the West Coast,
The original scheme of distribution shows that - the latest demonet-
ization period was on the Pacific Coast,

Another point; the circular that went with the first supply
of the new stamps was a definite order of demonetization -"immediag-
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i i & tly complied
tely" - and in my opinion it would have been as promp
witi on the Pecific CJoast as it was elsewhere., As I see it the
Pacific Coast wes the last locality where the new stamps would be
needed ae regards demonetization of The old issue.

Of course it seems more logical that Plate 4 should have gone
to press (for stamps) before plate 15 but I think the othei fa= o
quence fits the known facte just as well, viz; plate 15 on "August
paper, followed by Plate 4 on more of the same paPer.

I have not changed my opinion about the 1861 paper since th
"33 Factg% gr%icleh%age%ri tgh fornt%eO%P sogelfew ?egrs ago.e At°
that time John and I calibrated what msterial was available and my
concluseion was that whatever the difference - if any - between the
Prember papPer and that used for the 3 pinks, 24c steel blue, 5c¢
buffs ete., might be it was not THICKNESS, To my mind a brittle
paper is one that tends to fracture easily and altho soft papers
may or may not be tough they are not apt te be brittle, for
brittleness is a characteristic of hard paPer that is too stiff to
vield and thin enough to crack.

Cracks and tears are fairly common I believe on the buff 5¢
but I do not recall that they are spegcially plentiful on type I
10c or other prints from the premier plates, I examined a 13c¢
recently and a pair of 90c ~ the latter imperf. I wouwld say the
13¢ was tough rather than brittle and the 90c wae more transparent
and had a very noticeable crease. I am not sure the paper wae ac-
tually fractured.

Transparency; There appears to be an optical illusion here,
A transparent paper appears %o be thinner than opadue paper of the
same thickness, We found that out on certain Brazil stamps that
were printed by the American Bank Note Co, around 1866-70, I doubt
if Luff calibrated any of the stamps he mentioned, but went by
feel and appearange, so hie conclusions might be correct on some
stamps and wrong on others.

There is also the poesibility of a thicker or thinner sheet
than the normal occurring at any time. That New London 30c used
August 20th looked to me as tho it were thicker than most of the
August-September paper but I have a 3Cc on cover used October 10,
1881 that I think might be ae thin as the average "Augustr,

Some paper differences show u like & house afire under the
violet ray and I have been hoping that you might discover a dis-
tinction between some of these papers that would be deifinide
enough to be useful, Perhaps you have tried this?

Sineere]yé§u4ég Cj%j?{
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M s T = 454 South Grend. Avo.,
; Aug. 1@, 1939.
Mr. mqu Pe:- 2
. 'Bex’ 888, oy
westrlem. n.:.
MY &ear hlliott:

I was indood lad to hear !‘rom you and to learn thgt yan

' are apparently.in goo health and. st1l1 an t}m J°b oLy day

clovm at the Paach Ol‘chm‘d """

J‘easup and his thirteen-year old dm!ghter have just :Lai‘t
for thg Coast after a visit with us of some four or five days Y
He has aslways wanted to see Centrel Hentueky, so ve all bun ed
“in the enr and I took him on & trip of historica.l interest to

L variouws ‘poingss -~ We drove bo Lowlaville, then to Idineoln's. h:l.m-

>

o

)

‘ terastine' and . kmow you uoum en3oy wer-y bit of ity -

& tha_ti‘i \cs 56, 8C, 57, m;, 51 ang 62 wore remlari; EFed

“‘plage, bo Bardstowm; where on“the outslirts is located the fine
pld Kentnaky eatate of the !%owa.n Tamily "Federal T111%, In this
‘01d heme Stephen Foster wrote his imeortal "My old f:enmexq Hm" |
. The place has now been restored and is & State Park. Ib iz quité
& mecca for visitors from all sections of the eounbirys . L‘fcxst 1.:1-

Then’ m to Frankfort with. 1ts mmy m.stormal poi&’sa of

interesti ‘Daniel Boonels grave and the resting plaoea ol many

_ famous £

gures. of Kentueky and ndtional feme of & Sentury banks.
"hén past many f&ne atcck farmg of thé-Biune Grass to.

shony,

“where we visited ' Aahlaml the home of Henry G:hay the ‘homeé of . :
-Gen'l John H, Norgan, their last rest places etc. fTen on to a
 the guaint 0ld tm af Cynthlana where he origirml Aghbrooks ,
uettled An 1‘786 I fﬂ.lﬁd him full of ‘hentucky hiatory end I
‘kndw he %
e

.....

gayed every bit of it,  Seme day, if yom wnL
@ve baefz i v::i..l.l oonduot yoa on & e&milux- |

£k Kow ror yvur 1et*ter or blw lath. The not&ti(m to be ;‘.ﬁ i
msarted ﬁ.n the fortheon oatalagues aill véed, "It 1 _doubtfur

I requeat that you keep thé.a con:&‘ident:ta,l becgnse . wourd. -

n&t c&re to Em's Haph thinlk that T wes paning out arxy qurm-o 2

tion thaﬁ« glven me 00 ni‘idanbﬂ.all'y-

i'f"‘I o ef;l&d o' have you re;]oice Wi Yh e ttnat Glark Ims seen
ough of the 1ight to evin ingert such a notdtion no ‘mat ber hojr
ira feel about bhle matter non how pogitive we I'pel. that we are
“right, e caivgb be unfaiy) enough to £ail to Pespect the other
‘fellcwa ‘obiniony In‘this czse,; for some reason or ohhargm:
has not ‘scen fit to romove) these gamples, Naturally we
no legitimete Peason why lie takes this stend,. Personally I. believo_
thet hie has never given Lis6 subject a cereful study and that if -
“ Lieovld sit down with him 6 for several howrs I could convince hﬂ.m
‘that we are absolutely ri gnt.( “T.do ned think he is ‘adverse to
11““\1“6 | ln besause. J.’n a 191:1:@2' moq‘oivad yeste.mny o sum:od,

«‘-?
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8 M:'.Elliott mry - iug, 19, 1050,
Sy ey thg othor lotter concerning the lsol'o, I 8till went.

; to: tgo over this with you in deteil sometime when we ean get
| ‘ﬁogethar md devote the bettex- purt of a day t.o 5§ TS

e b ’I nave alwayu baqn on ve‘ry friendly térms with Hugh and &
' 4 I do not think he would hesitate to see the justice of .owe «
¥ . claim if I covld explain the whole subject to him in detail
" which I have never. denes Torhaps you will comuent on this by .
| stating thot you did this very thing and got novhere, but in answer
Coae o o L Siink Tocan @dd that you did do ggr s that you laid the founde=
S ;,;,tim upon which I can undoubtedly luenee hinm to fee the ine
by ojustice af listing thé‘:e sample bigs oi‘ papor a8 Temlar postnga
*stampa- oy LR o

W dere e o courae it wcmld’ be nore’ accurs.te f’or nm to atate "That
Wi them ig no groof that any” of 'these stanps were over ilgsued to :
post of figes” , but why should he do this?  How doee he know no-
L RD U R guen -proof exiabe? Are we so unfair that we could oxpect him to
4. ‘go gphead and take our bare word thet no proof exlsis? Suppose such
“.%. proof does exist, which of course we know is‘not possiblie, then think -
“of the positien {n which we had placed hims I am not arguing for
Clhrk but merely trying to visualize his stend on this aubject, .
After the concession he h:g made, I sn Pather :inclined: to believe
Josthat-31f I ean convince him-we az'e ri{_,ht that Mrs. Llerk*n opi*tion
w:Lll zmt cut & whole 1ot of lce. R R S S ,
A e uegarding their "’ze~1tative Lis*b:.xtgs ﬂn f:ha faca this *5
: nractﬁ.ee 1g ‘of course just the reverse of 'cheiz'f stand on: tf.\e aamplos,
SRR VL T 13 well to remamher Hhab the Clarks had no, htmd in the R ‘
5 origﬂ.nal l}.s‘bing of the ' Samp“l og” . g s

‘ o Kﬂm that we havﬁ ; "toe holﬂ” Ir "j'tem to work hstrdax' than
; d _,_vevar e.nd perhaps I can make real proq-reasiin i;ha 1%0 Y:dﬂzion,

S e Pata #oa cams in twis mox*nmg and 5 nobe you havo qu&te a
%5 ;.;‘;.;;«bit t«o sdy on the 18 X 15 grill, 'and inasmuch a8 ‘I have previously .
““written Hugh about. the #82 I au going teo ask hiu to please ready
L very. a&refully your remeriks in Pabte /0B, Did you ever see¢ what
e Chase hed to say sbout the: 82 1n Diamondd "The Stamm. Ccllec’t;ov'a
L Compandén for | ay 1958? This 1iat11g 13 ponitivelv rank in my
: u.OPd.x‘iO'ﬂ.« b M R oY , s : :
M gote m remarks v8 - the 1869'5 without Grill and oy
A ) wm.le s&me top row coplés night have missed the egrilli; :rax:ieh I:serie .
+ ovely c‘loubt, I:do not think the Colson block ef the: dO«/ ig in sueh
.Bolass by eny medins, Souven states he found the Or 11s have bem_ _
| *‘iranad ‘out, I doubt bhis and womld kave to beoshowns 16 L8 Wy . ..
-The Colaon B30¢ bloclr is not an iasuad ervor, but rather some -
: et nots It does

SV ‘sort of azq, essa:r ewle, or apeelal pirrin
St onoty 'make acwhole 1ot of dirferonce jush Wha’h particular class it

; L OOmes: umlsr. ' A bloe!: lne this is sold on the follomng ‘reprosentas

g tsim = that it % il heiet i srror was not

o 76718 weubk 10%e Ends- Shat Callion ths HeAped heve add thepe |
: f&' '.rears but collutors ara; gebtmg 1[..}101:’ ewnﬁ opon. and are Y. | A

IR o
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“Mry Elliott Pcm, - Aug. 19, 1939,

fallins 1‘6;' mch emrr like they @id in former years, . 1 th:l.nk
& great deal of this truck was dishomestly listed in one way or

) th@ otmr md x am nﬁt charitﬂblﬁ onwsh o beuo‘ve 1t m dﬁno

mnwanﬂv. :

T o Regarding Sourens I am sending you undar eeparate cover
hi.s boeklet #2 for the following reasoms, I want you to read 2 ooy
@arsfullx his remarks on the Enapp stanp, %_c% I want youw to
rote carefully his findings on the Colson iters, Note especinlly
the B07 1869 cover, 1 saw this cover when Warren was hove nbout
-a month ago but this was before the Souren book came out and
 Werreén never told me he had previonsly submitted it to uart;n.
-1 @3d not examine the cover carefully - did not even put my regular

 glasses on to inspect it, Warren waAs puzzled, abo-ut ‘the Vew Yerk :
a.nd nanch pbatmarks az;d 3. geve: h:un Ehe anewer.

..... S Did 'yeu aver sge’ Bhat. pzwticular e ench nm ﬂfixg bc.rore? It £
13 a niee 11431516 storys . e o :

Th.e wiole na.ng 1n New York is dovm on Souren apd ’bhey »»

riéz,eulﬁ everything he is doing, Beéing inbterested in whet he is trye .
“4dng b0 gecomplish, 1 7eut: in to see him in Vay end spent.some time
“awlth hlme . He has invested a larfe sus -in every gort of an apparatus
he can’ purchnse and has euployed the scrvices of .one [llsworth to ’ :
gonduet bis bxnexgimenﬁs. Whether this Pellow is goed, 1.6 not knov-
I-do'lmow this, I enily wish I had thé eguipment souren has, "L a4d": v %
‘ot form any am;usion whether Souven had actually decomplished m ,3
 #ingle. thing but I was convinced he was on the right track and was .
; mdaubto%going to .ghow up a J.ot. of crooked stuff. If*he doea, R3d .

@wer to S

-

s--‘.

J“uat aga mahter of curioaity i suggeated, %o Knnpp t:hnt hn ¥,
comem to submit to Souren his countroversal 104 1847 .shift, Inn;g :
did this solely at my. roguost: and Souren was Tlattered to have su

. an dtem to Work ons. Knapp and I took the stexmp to him =nd Sourem .
calle@ in #llsworth and wo explained fully whal ve wanbed te knows
Elisworth is not & 00§1éctor and. krows wery 1lit%le about stampss
_Bouren had the knapp stamp for three waelks and the vesulb of his -

"-5a opinign 18 contained in his Sooklet #2,-which I wn sending to youws g

il ZI'.I: is px?ohably mforwnate that ” man of Som'en's :;‘eputed ;
rexnxtatzon is ‘eonduoting such r-eseargh works Just immgine the uoight :
{ sueh: work would have i Bﬁmeona o.; unqnestioned hozveety was in.

o Ragard:’hg tm pr 81,&1&;).  § MVG read oa,z‘efuily 9.11 of yw
remlg -fig L vecall ‘when ve wevre at the Tipex, the sole /guestion - .
T wRs. va:he*bner the stanp- was germine br was a.fake, I think at the :

S5 tAime you wers. pos:i.t:u:yely of The epinion the stamp was & pank forgoryy

thorefga'e Bhis points snot being settled we did not ssk the A.BsNeCOs = -

<how it originated bat if it was gonming, After it had begn establumd

thet the stamp was gemuine, that is, if we fake the A,Hell¢Co, lne

do:c'aemem; as .such, fbhen “only then was the guestion reised as-to.

_how it originatad, Your fa.rst opinien was that 1t was a fovgery .

"'and 4F o then mont certainly a painting, it herdly belng within tla
é.ﬁ posaibil ;t‘lts.es o »eenuider that & sieparate fake. engraving

Miftod lineﬁ aml ;he#se Pl“:&ntad o ﬁhe sﬁ;amg.




3 m-. a;,uotz Pdrry - Aug. 19, 1989.

Dat;ﬂ ycm qmnsod youp ,op;l.nion, ami that while tb.a stamp was
in your opinion, it vas not a consistent plate variety,

z.but Nﬁgﬂ an ;ﬂh:ation shift" - a kiss of some sort - o
i print;i,ng mqm 4 have alwa p told ygu t:hat the real er or
. “made was in . ngd
oo 4 will grant that
ot 4f s ‘then,
¢ 7 weve printed on'a 23 I- from a manufactured fake die of gome sorts
S -,;Gmidm*m thé ‘price. Knapp paid for the stamp, it hardly seems
. Feasonable that anyone would go to the time and
: ,:;;_-._'-.sueh g frotdnlent variaety unless he was morely experimenting to -
i gee whatshe €
‘l‘:wo (}Konr 1925 ;;,;epy). SR , L

_ “from a an indtation shifg"
f 4% 18 indeed. posaible tha staup 1g & forgery
¥y it is either a painting or the shift lines

expense to produc'o'

1ld actually do. .;trange he enly made one or perm;m-

L4 sta.ll Angiat y‘orur error was. ytmr cmné,e of opiman he= -

@ omiée 4t 18 pos#ible pérhaps ‘that in timé the thwue gtdtus of this' '

zit:aqa will be:definitely establiched and i this is ever done, S
am quite positive that il it 18 found t6 be other than a consiatgnt'

ey - 7 *vmie;ga it will prove ‘B0 bLe a painting, and. nover, . bv the
S wildest stra ‘

h of the im gina{:mn, an imztatiori shii‘t i ;
AeE Se far Knapp hie ali‘ has preduced nohhing, and does not c).ﬂn_l

*-‘--t.aat 1o has, produdod‘ any evideriece onc way ér the othery What

<

;- opinions Have boen rendered on the &tamp gaue from the ABaNeCos -

snd from meg: now. from Sourens So far ds I am cdncerned, I am
of &n open wind and will gladly concede that my rindings have been
in -error if sny Bénsible prroof can be. produceds Therefo”e. I never

“L 8 Goalk the. ﬁ.B;N.Go. ‘opinion as finel, nor do I tekeé the Souren

L opinion a8 final, I do think: hawevar that Souren emphhsized SOIBB
s poinbsiwhiich I- fai].qd to mﬁnt:,on and while -such evidence is far
From final, it cartainly docs add to what proof we have that the

etamp-is not only gemﬂ.ne but a sonsistent piate variety, It Waa

e Horece harr of Weat Lawn, Pa, who first stggested & theory ag to. W oy
the ‘Stamp ‘agtuwally ori.ai.nate‘ir - ¥ou no doubt rocaell h:.s LhedrTe ‘
.The plate wab copper -and the original tremsfer of 28 L boing faulby

e it was sol&a:*e&* oveyr ratmr ‘then vurnished outy In ﬁre very late .

life of the plete, somé of the golder fell out of the lines of the

original transfer "ana produced a ‘fow printings, obe of which is the
.+, Knapp stamp, Bary euggestod that the plabe wes probabk - garelessly

. overheated un d.:;v 28 1 _and coused some of the solder to bLecome dise
lodgeds This
" certain characteris tics of certain of the shifted, 1mes, inasmuch .

solder theory’ of Barrs could, if true, explain.
a8 they are niet (and this I always admitted) were not exach

© iduplications Of the seme 1ines on the Diae - As I pecall this was tho o ¥
ey ‘.strongest poiz;'h in your drgunent that the stamp was & forgely, DBary .
statea,_g:hmz risa:!.n Jines were different duée no doubt they had heen
Lo seraped uut wiﬁb.ﬁa engyavmag tool to mafce

a bettef joint wi.izh t;b v
aq‘k\:er : gig”

'h&we th the B&rr thoorv Up- 0 | several bxpcmts who e

i"‘;-‘fhdaa.t_a:ﬁ.ng'ly {Ponounced, it sound,” I 46 fot gay it is "he solution

b @oes enswer the questionm, how Gould thls consistent gmﬁo
¥ have happﬁned? *Franﬁ Sweet with some Jo) awledge“of
P00 hooed my idda of "a consitent plate veriely' .

VE dﬁ s ‘semo, . Yot both 'of you with all the work yow bot:h dﬁ,d on

‘étiﬂn oo t&ﬁ& 10¢ plate, aevm‘.* é‘.iaccvemd }gcm were.,




’f‘ff:.ﬁ;‘#h GE |
Mgy | Elli.dbt m-ry A\ls. 19. 1089, -

---’-working ws.th snmpn rrom a éopper p1ate, bmz tnaught the plate

- was steel, When you were at my home at Fort Mitchell you put
‘gortain foatures of the Knapp stamp up to me and I co not

. AnsSwer your argunents, Why? Because we were both going on the
. mbterly wrong theory that the plate was steel, Then one morning

el P S,

v Lt abodt @ Re Me AL a’nﬁdonly dowmed on ne a@d I told yom 1-'had ’che

‘ ;.wﬁ:

i T

solntion, and that the 1847 plates were: ‘sopper, not steel, On
S tm,a boint I will stake my entire reputation because 1t is ever

-\proved that the 10¢ 1847 plate was steel then I will be the first
‘one to condemn the Knapp stamp as & »ank made to ordor forgerys
?fg no posaible chence under the face -of the sun could that Knapp

atamp have been printed from a steel plate, And in this regard =~

n I read such eilly twaddle as Braser's comments in the Ce G. Pa
that«. aontrary to other oOpinions he was sure the 1847 plates were
‘gfeol, You cite the ‘informetion you got from. Burecm printers and
ag far ag: I am eéongerned I would place about ag rmch dependeme in
awhat tHey would say about the Knapp stamp 8§ I would in the utterly
abgurd -statenent made by Srazer, ‘Ifyau,onna #tss are still - ¢
of t!m opinion that platﬁa were of sbe L YA don't you' ¢ ome ou'b 1n,?. e

_:I* T Smxrw hﬁnﬁed you. any dope about the 5;5 184‘7 just forget .
I8 he represented to you the plate could be reconsiructed he

' wag Aging to yoms - “Those tvwo plates willimever be reconstructed and

‘the sihple angwer 18 - because both werd coppér.plates, Yos the :
10;& woe' 8 _copper plafe &nd bhe enly reeson in the world vou weére -

ablo. te. regonntruet it was beceuse it was reecut, There was 1O Toe | o

cutting on the 5¢ plabes, hence whit you accampliahed on tha 1o¢
J WAR Bh el’lui =elw Qj.fferént proposit*o,n. TR

&tava Brown had unbo\mded fatth :m. uteve Brown.. ané he had

ti«.a 4den hé was so dam smart he could de what wll others had

-atyempted $o do and ralled. He thousht he could reconstruct at o
“deoast a paed of each plate, And whore did ho get? Absolutcly moe
[ alero, - So far ag I am awire he never gub a8 far ag Tifst bage ~
beoause he eouldntt even establish. 'me her the two shilfts of Piato ?
wepe from bhe pi or left pave.. Do you ever recell that anyone
éver‘ efini‘cel estael:.sh@d this? Chase worked on It and I worked
ot At end whi 1e I haye an idea I may have the correct solution ny
avj.dance 19» cirmmtantlal. g : :

o t:h:.nk whaﬁ you and L should ao is to’ qtdp arguing; abaut
th&ﬁ etamp and forget all sbout who 1s.pilght or wrong a,né: to devote
~ourselves to & solution as ‘to hew 1t gttually happened, -douren ¢

o states on page 6 the question of a kiss or elip is eliuindted bes.

‘eapse ete, obes Rogurdless'of what anyone thinks of Souren 1t i8
raal;,sh 1o :!.gno*‘q sensible siutemants he makes in his compionts on . -
& Enapo slamp, 1 therefo e t;mét yO'i.‘l will 1°ead ﬂmm.o ver'y car efully ?
uﬁh an npen mind.; : e

Illl bot the boys are }vmrin £ @ great tine up in connecticub
mﬁ 1t will he quite a: wondorful gxpemance for ‘chem. ooy

}‘i!y oest rewq:"da 130 Clmisisie aild J'Gm'}.,
Wi‘bh avery good vmm, : ' '

. : &0"‘6‘131}@" :-'-""’j" } o 3 : ,:'."' 5 :
«m yw oyer hear unais d.’n;imately becma ori‘ thosb Rwezme
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Mr, Blliott Perry - Aug. 19, 1959,

Inverts? I eonclose herewith & memo for youwr files of a cover
sent me this week.

Se A



s e b SR e

CABLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE
“KLEINSTAMP” “PENYPAKR 0770

EUGENE KLEIN
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

200 SOUTH I3TH STREET June 5
PHILADELPHIA. PA.
i 19 36
MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGO ISIl,
f NEW YORK 1913, WIEN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925
WIEN 1933 AND LONDON 1934

PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
64 Arcadia Drive

Fort Mitchell

Covington

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

I herewith return your STEAMBOAT FRANCIS cover addressed

to Choctaw City, Alabama, together with three others from
my Reference Collection, all of which came from an antique
dealer in New Orleans who either faked them himself or

had them made for him. He owned the largest part of the
Hardg correspondence, many pieces of which had packet
markings on them. There were others which had no packet
markings to which fake markings were applied as in the case
of the three which I am sending you.

The STEAMBOAT FRANCIS is applied in an ink which was never
used in the packet days, in the 50's and 60's. My two
BART ABLE covers from the same source are also "homemade"
as you will note by the smeary ink.

General rules to observe in the case of Mississippil covers
which have stamps on them or are used on stamped envelopes
invariably show that the postmark is that of the address and
therefore is used as a receiving postmark. It is entirely
unreasonable to believe that your cover mailed in New Orleans
or my letter meiled in Montgomery, Alabama was handed to
Captain Hopkins to carry on his ship. The reverse was always
the case. The Captains, Masters and clerks handling packet
mail usually turned it over to the Post Office agent upon
arrival in New Orleans.

Another thing I would like to point out to you and that is
that the packet markings on the four covers are studiedly
placed so that they partly cover over a portion of the



Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook No. 2

address or the printing of the return card in order that
not too much of the marking is visible.

I have other material of this kind, all coming from the
same source. When you are finished with them please let
me have my three covers back which I am convinced are
fakes, as far as the packet markings are concerned.

I am also convinced that yours comes from the identical
source.

With best regards.

Yours,

o

e

AAA AAr—

EUGENE KLEIN

BXK:FB g
Enel.



CABLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE
“KLEINSTAMP" “PENYPAKR 0770

EUGENE KLEIN

RARE PosTAGE STAMPS
200 SOUTH I3TH STREET

PHILADELPHIA, PA. i 6
une

MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGO I9l1,
NEW YORK 1913. WIEN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925 19 56
WIEN 1933 AND LONDON 1934
PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
64 Arcadia Drive

Fort Mitchell

Covington

Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Many thanks for remembering me with the photographs of
the historical letters. I am glad to have this material.

Yesterday I sent back to you the FRANCIS cover with
other material. Your source of supply was probably
honest in believing that the cover came from an original
find. The antique dealer in New Orleans whom I happen
to know had most, if not all, of the find but after the
packet covers ran out he'corrected' some of the others
into packet covers.

I am sending you herewith the photostat of the Post
Office notice which I promised you. *

With best regards. ‘
Yours,
C/\/

AT

EUGENE KLEIN

EK:FB * Under separate cover
Fnel~
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c. hahn for stamps!

suite 10 545 lincoln  winnetka, illinois
(mail to post-office box 152)

stamps of all countries  accessories
engrossing of albums and mounting of collections a specialty

Dear sStan,

I am ewfully sorry to hear you have been ill, and sorry to hear you have
the chore of movinz.  Both of them are unpleasant expsriences. I will tell
you the way I generally move and maybe it will be a help to you. I generally
go to the new town, stick around a while, then write to my wife that we are
going to live there and she can come on and bring the house with her. ‘Then
about the time she zZets there, I am called out of town and don't come back
until she has forgiven me.

I have taken a serious step and have taken over the editorship of Postal
Markingzs, whieh will hereafter be published hers. I plan to make no great
chan;eé at first, but to constantly increase the scientific approach and to
eclassify material with a grest deal more care. I hope you will feel like help-
ing us with editorial matter. We take over the journal with the May edition,
and I am zoing to have new heads immediately.

Towner was over last night and after he left I sat up for a couple of
hours with a couple of your letters, a vertical of Gene Kline's faked Francis
ecover, and ‘Towner's original. L have come to the conclusion that I don't
agree with you, snd I think this is about the first time that's happened,

I am not enclosing these with my letter because if you are moving they
will probebly be more trouble then they are worth, but here's why I think that
Doc was right and that Townei's cover is identical, while t:ene's is undoubted-
ly a fake:

In the first place, the vertical is 1.10 times the size it would be
naturally. 1 base this on measurements of the engravings of the stamp
compared with the normal s tamp., +This means that the 1863 cover is lmm.
too lonz and almost as much too broad, and that the distance between the
lines is 3mm. too great.

The configuration of the letters is slightly different too, and they
could not possibly have been made from the same rubber stamp, which makes
me believe that Gene's cover is expertly copied from an orizinal hand-stamp
because certazin breaks have been so carefully copied. For instance, in the
word "stéamboat™, the 1853 cover, letter "a" slants downward slightly., In
the fake cover, it is squatty. In the '53 cover, the "a" comes to & point,
in the fake cover, it is cut off square. In the '53 cover the ™m* (genber
position), is shorter than in the fake. The "b" is a different shape and
the upper loop is a much smaller proportion of the total than in the fake
cover. On the othexr hand, in the word "Francis", the "r" on the '53 cover
has a loop of greater proportion than in the fake., The "b" in the *53
cover is of & entirely different shape than that in"liobile"on the fake, and
the "am in "Mail” on the fake is an exxegeration of a defeet on the 1853
cover,
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Here are the best reasons I have that they could not have been made by the
same stamp:

It a straizht edge be placed along the lines of the letters as follows,
end the configuration traced throuzh, eertain things become very patent.

Place - a straizht edze alonz the verticel side of the vertical bar of the
nt® in "steamboat™, and it will pass through the upper corner of the risght
of the intersection of the bar in the ®a™ ob "captain", with the right-hand
stroke of "a” and will pass throuzh the halfway mark on the righthand slant
stroke of "m%, and the halfway mark of the righthand vertical stroke of "m" -
on the face, On the 1853 cover, & similar line will pass through the stroke
of the 7am and the rizghthand :leg: of the ™a", and on the "m" it will pass
throuzh the upper lefthand corner of the letter, and the lower righthand
corner of the letter, and will intersect both slant bars,

Place a straight edge on the outside right margin of the "a" in "steam~
boat” and it will pass througzh the upper half of the letter "™h™ in "Hopkins",
the lower half of the ™o" and the righthand side of the letter ™b® in "Mobile™.
Place it on the 1853 cover and it will barely touch the"t"™ of "captain®”, will
pass through the lower half of the "h" of "Hopkins®, will be tangent to the
lower half of ™o™ in "Hopkins"and will touch the very lower lefthand corner
of "b®* in "Mobile"™,

Place a straight edge on the lefthand edge of the vertical stroke of "bm
and the line will pass through the righthand side of the intersection of the
two lines of "t" in "captain®, and be barely tangent to the righthand side of
oM in #*Hrn, On the '653 cover, & similar line will pass through the center
of the intersection of the bars of "t" and will cut throush the "o of "for"
slightly left of the inside marzin of the rizht side of "o,

Place a straizht edze on the right side of the letter #in of"Mobile",
and it will pass throuzh the lower end of the "i" of "Hopkins®, throush the
bar of the "k" and throuzh the lefthand intersecction of oross-bar and leg of
the ™a® in "steamboat", Do the same thing on the '58 dover and the straight
edge will pass through the lower left corner of the "n" of "Hopkins"™, through
the middle point of the "i"™, through the upper righthand corner of the ®k® ,
and cut throuzh the foot of the letter "t"™ in "steamboat! 2mm. at least from
the letter ®™at,

Place the straizht edge on the lefthand edge of the vertical leg of "1
in"Mobile™, It will pass throush the lefthand lez of "m", throuzh the upper
half of "n" and "i", will miss the "k" and will tough the foot of the letter
ng{n. con the’fake, And on the '93 cover it will cut throush slizhtly lower on
the "m", and throuzh the middle point of St.Louis, pass through the upper
alant of the "k", miss the *t" by 3mm. @nd eut through the upper half of "an,

There are innumerable comparisons you can make here, some of them are
s0 enormous that there can be no questioning that these two were made from
different stamps, and since Gene's in undoubtedly a fake, it seems to me this
mekes Doc's lising and Towner's cover much more authentic,.
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As 1 have been dictating the previous paragraphj I happened to lay
the straizht edge on "m" of "lobile™ on the tangent to the righthand side
of the m"o™ of "Hopkins"™ and barely misses the rizhthand of the "a®" in
"steamboat™, zoingz between the ™"a" and the "t", whereas on the '53 cover
it cuts diagonally throush the center of the "o in "Hopkins" and falls
between the "o" and "a" of *boat", barely touching the lefthand foot of ™an,

To go back to this, it looks to me as if Doc may be rizht in lisging
this cover and I am sure that the two ecould not have been made by the same
stamp, even thouzh &t first blush they seem to be identical,

I think these two are very interesting examples of what can lead the
eye astray. 1 was convinced they were identical until I bezan to monkey
with them last night. DNow I am equally convinced that they are 8ifferent,
and, in ¥iew of what I have shown you here, what do you think?

Here's hopinz you are in good health and can soon reaume the Foreizn
Markings correspondence.

Sineerely yours,

Stanley Ashbrook,

64 Arcadia Drive,
Fort Mitchell,
Covington, Kentucky.

MH:CB



PAUL R. FERNALD

COMPLETE COMMUNICATING AND PAGING SYSTEMS FOR SCHOOLS - OFFICES - FACTORIES AND PLANTS

.

‘ K ; GENEVA, ILLINOIS
I W,(a ’fL — TELEPHONE GENEVA 2028

PU'F’ o 1?” g May Twentieth.
Nineteen Fifty.

Mr. Stanley B. "Ashbrooke
33 Ke Fte Thomas Ave.
Fort Thomas. Xentuckye

4 Dear My Ashbrook;=

5 I hope t hat I am not intruding in writing to you
but Ezra Cole whom I have known for many years has suggested thatI
do as you might perhaps be able to throw some light or points on
something I am Following out at the moment. pe

I will wot enter into too much detail now,for per-
haps this will not be of sufficient interest to you,but it is as follows,

For some 1little time now I have been collecting
Inland River Packet covers,and being of rather more inguisitive natiire
than some folks,I dig around a bit. Xlein in his book on these included
some eight that he called countefeits. In asking around to find out
how these get labeled thus,some answers did not suit me and digging still
Parther I finally came up with some points that caused Henry Meyer to
believe t hat one,the TALLY,was good enough to be considered a regular one
add no longer a faks.

I then felt if one was found to be pure,why not some
others,and so started to investigate. Those that came next to my hands
in sufficient numbers to really check them were the HUNTER and the FRANCIS.
In looking at these I saw that some were stamped in a bluish green and others
in a greyish black. Nothing muech in this,but still sudying them and finally
under a very powerful glass I found the following to be true or at least
apparantly so. ALLof the bluish ones have the cachet of the boat so stamped
that it is UNDER the ink used for address,whereas ALL the greyish black ones
are OVER the inke. It then came to me,how could this man Pelletier have
gotten the cachet UNDER the address and thus meke it a countefeit,and still
further carrying this thought out,why not if all covers come definitely under
the same heading or classification of blue and black,were there not real ones
and also countefeits too,and not all countefeits.

My deductions from what I have studyied are that the boats
with the early ones done in bluish green were made as corner cards. All stamped
at the same time when the stamped envelopes were gotten and so made ready for

£ use. They were used as needed in whatever manner came to hand to use them,and
i so far I cannot find one single envelope that cannot be posJally accounted for
as much as any of those we accept as genuine.

Now on the other hand the Greyis black ones, ALL are quaer

in one way or another,they all appear to have printed fpom the same ink pad
and seem ¥o have the same dry defectsy They all are on the HARDIE correspondence



They all appear on the same type of envelope,using the 3¢ of 61
and not the stamped envelope that most of those of this ear used,
and further do not hold water as to thelrﬁpostal use,showing clashing

4/ places.

Now of course I may be wrong and not even right in my
assumptions,but it seems to me that this latter could be acoounted
for in that Pelletier through his antique shop business could have
gequired these rubber stamps of the boats in some manner,and had
the bright idea that he could make just a few more of these covers
that people ssemed to want and brought good money,and he could meke
still more profit on them for they would cost him nothing,so he
experimented and made a few from the envelopes he got from the
Hardie warehouse which I understand was nearly across the street from
hime

and glaring differences in dates and ﬁﬁi%

!

Now Bz Cole says that you are familiar with the workings of
these fakers and also many of the other angles of these,and so suggested
this letters Again let say that I hope I have not intruded in writing
as I have and any help or suggestions will be thankfully received. I have
writted and talked to one or two others regards this,but they have not «
grasped the idea that these were not cachets placed on the letters while
handled,but were actually what we would call advertising corner cards today.
There sre a lot of others in this same class,but they have never been
questioned and are accepted as genuine from the start.

One point farther. I have definitely settled that such boats
were built,and ran the River or Gulf at this time and that such Mgsters

were active on thesewaters at that time and this would #ﬁﬁyﬂ tend to
further help my side,for if there were no such names or men,then there
would be no reason to believe there could possibly be genuine ones.

I have written too much perhaps,and shall close and await
with interest your replye.

prf/sf



7 June 5, 1950,

Mr, Paul R, Fernald,
P. 0. BO.X 27' .
Geneva, Ill,

Dear Mr, Fernald:

I sincerely trust that you will pardon my delay in replye
ing to your letter of the 20th,

I recall that along about 1935 or 18936 I had gquite a bit
of correspondence with my old friend Bugene Klein regarding certain
*s fake packet covers, but I doubt if I have done a thing since that
time on the subject, nor do I recall seeing any new examples,
Reading your letter, I realized that I was very rusty on the subject
and would have to take time out and see if I could find any of my
.0ld reference naterial, Thus the delay. '

I finally succeeded today in loeating two covers, sone
photographs and some of the correspondence that I had with Klein. I
am enclosing the two covers herewlth, These came Ifprom the 3.VWeRichey
(Cineinnati) collection and as I pecall, Mr, Richey obtailned both of
these covers from Pektletior of Hew Orleans, There was never any
question in my mind that Pelletier had the handstanps made and pubt
them on covers himself, I have not read any of the correspondence
that I had with Klein but as I recall hé had quite a bit of evidence
to prove that all the itema he listed in his book were actual fakes.

Over the years I have found that 1t is most difficult to
determine whather one ink 1s over or under another ink, Some autherie
¢ tiles claim that such a fact can be established and others clainm it
ean be done seclentifieally. In many cases I think that one can cone-

!  vince himself according to the way he wants it to bes. In other words,
a certain ink is over another, provided it meets the theory the expert
is attempting to establish, In the few Pelletler fakes thatl have
examined, it never occurred to me that any of the markings might have
been a corner card,

Fifteen or sixteen w ars back is quite a long time but I

have a distinet recollection that Xlein and I were in perfect agree~
ment that the covers themselves proved the faking - that is the way
the cover went thru the mail, I haven!t read Klein's book in years
but in it there should be an explanation of why we find packet marke
ings on covers, I haven't read what I wrote years ago end the subject
in Volume Two of ny study of the U,8. One Cent 1851-57 but I believe
that I had some remarks on the subject., For example, note the "Natchez"
cover herewith, This cover was placed in the St, Louls Post 0fiice in

- 1860(7) and was addressed to New Orleans., Because of that fact it went



#2 Nr, Paul R, Pernald, June 5, 1950.

regular U. S. mail in a sealed bag, So one wonflers why the packet
marking? Consider the other cover with the "Munter" fake. The same
renarks applye.

Would you like to see a fow photographs and some of the
Klein correspondence? If so, I will be glad to loan them to you,

Packot covers were always & sort of sideline with me and
I nmake no claim to mueh knowledge concerning thems Henry leyers is
probably in the same class with mes I did have great respect for
Kleints knowledge and I regard D.A,Sondal of Shreveport, La as the
leading authority of the present time., Have you had any correspondence
with him on this subject? You are most welcome to any further assistance
that I can ronder,

8incerely sours,

-~



PAUL R. FERNALD

COMPLETE COMMUNICATING AND PAGING SYSTEMS FOR SCHOOLS - OFFICES - FACTORIES AND PLANTS

GENEVA, ILLINOIS
TELEPHONE GENEVA 2028

June 16th,1950.

Mre Stanley B, Ashbrooke.
33 North Fte Thomas Ave.,
Ft. Thomase Kentucky.

Dear Uy, Ashbrook; =

I have your letter of the 5th,inst,and let me
apologize for not acknowledging sooner,but it arrived here the day
I left for the East and I arrived back only yesterday morhaing.
Many thanks for the enclosure of the two covers,which I have gone
over carefully and am returning to you under this cover,

I have had quite a little correspondence with
one or two of the Packet -boat boys,Henry Meyer and Somdal,and also
have had two ormthree of these checked by Harold Stark of Ann Arbor
Michigan. I have also talked with one or two people that knew of
Pelletier and had had contact with hime. $So all in all I have done
about all T can for the time being.

Stark believe that even these greenish inkk are
countefeits by Pelletier. He contends and I agree with him fully
that these inks can hardly be checked definitely for their position
either under or over the writing insks used. That suck inks could
drift through so that noone can definitely say one way or the other.
How so ever even with that in mind,I have checked others of the con-
temporary era and I believe emen the same ink(greenish ) was used with
them and these are accepted., I agree too that the black ones such
as your NATCHEZ are fakes made by Pelletier.

I agree with you in that each can make his mind accept the
theory that is his pet,and so 1 suppose the matter will rest there as it
has for the years since Eugene Klein wrote his work. In the long run it
does not make much difference one way or the other to me,for I am only
trying to establish the authenticity of these as 1 go,for I have found
that Klein did make a mistake one or two of his marked fakes,and so I
set out to check them all to see if any of the others were the same,

To me this is a more interesting side of working these than thea ctual
possession or collecting of thems They are very interesting as history
and developement,this as whole and if one or more do get pigeon holed
on thewrong side of the fence,it does not matter for the balance of the
available ocnes will establish the history and developement without them

I would be very much interested inseeing the correspondence
in this matter if not too much trouble,for furthsr reference and tabulation.
Many many thanks for the cooperation thus far,and I remain,

/
Sincerely yfxrs,
7 O A \jzl/n e i
prf/%f
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by STANLEY

Fraudulent San Francisco Postmark

N a number of occasions in re-

cent years, I have noted vari-
ous covers and off cover items, with
a San Francisco postmark which is
fraudulent. = These manufactured
items which have come under my ob-
servation, are on stamps which were
current during a period of approxi-
mately 1856 to 1864. No doubt
quite a few exist which I have never
seen.

Figure #1 is a tracing of this
fake and figure £2 is an illustration
of one of the made to order covers,
which purports to be a patriotic from
San Francisco to Norwich, N. Y.

The single rate of postage from
California to New York State from
April 1, 1855, was 10c until reduced
to 3c by the Aet of March 3, 1863,
effective April 1, 1863.

Evidently the crook who made
these fraudulent items was not
aware that 3c would not carry a

Figure $2—Fraudulent

letter from San Francisco to New
York State during the life of the 3c
1857 stamp. It appears that in mak-
ing these various fakes, the manu-
facturer generally used pen canceled
copies of the 3¢ 1857. Some of these
show a partially removed pen mark,
whereas on others I have examined,
no attempt was made to remove the
pen marks.

Figure #8 illustrates a second
cover with the same address as fig-
ure $2. Omnly a slight attempt was
made to remove the pen marks on

4l
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Postmark—""MAR. 23"

81

Figure %#|—Fraudulent San Francisco
Postmark

the 3c 1857.

Figure #4 illustrates a third cover,
but this one, in the same handwrit-
ing, is addressed to Utica, N. Y. The
date is also “Mar 23.”

In a recent auction a very fine
used block of six cancelled with a
black San Francisco, California, ] ’
town postmark was sold. Figure .-S—Fraudu:;lenfI 8P507$fmark on block of

Figure #5, is an illustration of the 3
above described block. Used blocks

of six of the 8¢ 1857 with most any
California town postmark are items
which are far from common, hence
this block brought the sum of $25.
The auction firm was entirely un-
aware that the post mark was fraudu-
lent, and I seriously. doubt if the
owner, had any suspicion of the item.
| When this block was sold at auction
| no comment was made from the floor,
!

hence in all probability none of those
present had any suspicion.
‘ Several years ago I was quite sur-
prised to run across a horizontal pair
} of the One Cent 1851, Type IV,
| with this fraudulent San Francisco
’ postmark struck in green. The faker

had removed a pen marking and made
an item that was quite unusual, be-
l cause bright green postmarks on the
One Cent imperforates are quite

TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THE DOLLAR
RATE OF EXCHANGE

The gresept» fsilvorable rate of Exchange of the Dollar to the £ affords’
an exceptional opportunity for purchasing. “All my stamps are priced
in S’I:ERLING and no increases have been made in my pricesp thus
enabling you io secure rare items at bargain prices.

T. ALLEN

FRINTON ON SEA, ESSEX, ENGLAND
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Volumteer Sappers and bincrs from

. the F, B V. :
Or Merchandise Contraband of Wy

© Massa Butler, we's jest sxcepep from Harpers Ferry, whar
we farn'd de trade msking Teexones and Forrr'oations,
And now if yer wants anything done in dat arline od bis-
ness, we's de Nigeers o call nrn. d des yer

10 esrry em boaek st de close ob Lorsetilities

e
touls 8% de Ferry, and if dey is'ent Cb’ntraban we's gwine

Figure #3—Fraudulent Postmark—"MAR. 23"

Figure #4—Fraudulent Postmark—"MAR. 23"

rare, but imagine a green with a
California origin. This green fake
also bore the date, “Mar 23.”

Collectors specializing in the 2c
Black Jack of 1862 are warned to
beware of this fake, because the
crook probably made up some at-
tractive looking patriotics with pen
removed Black Jacks tied to cover
with it.

I recall seeing one of these in a
collection several years ago, but the
owner was so proud of what appeared
to be a very rare and beautiful cover

that I did not have the heart to dis-
illusion him.

Whether these fakes were made
within recent years, or a long time
ago, I have no idea. It is extremely
hard to trace fake covers to their
source and in attempting to trace
their source, it has been my experi-
ence that in a number of cases they
came from small mail order dealers
who had innocently acquired them
and were entirely unaware that they
were fraudulent.

New Issue
Service. ..

AIRMAILS
OF THE
WORLD

mail stamps of the world.
rely on chance to get your new issues.
Join our new issue service and be

F. W. KESSLER

RITE today for our free fold-
er describing one of the finest
services on new issues of air

Don’t

sure of every issue.

551 Fifth Avenue AgB New York, N. Y.

January 20, 1940 Si‘a mps

A Review of Philatelic Station
Cancellations for 1939

By Roger A. Mathes

T Philatelic Exhibitions and Con-

ventions of national importance,
branch post offices are often set up, and
mail posted there receives a special can-
cellation. The temporary post offices
operate for the duration of the affair,
usually from two or three days to a week.
Both handstamp and machine cancella-
tions have been used.

The first such special cancellation was
used in 1926 at the International Phila-
telic Exhibition in New York.

1939 was a fruitful year, there having
been five philatelic station cancellations,
equalling the previous banner year of*
1934. In addition the Sepad Exhibition
used a special slogan meter cancellation,
an innovation at stamp meetings. This
cancellation, however, cannot be classed
with the special official post office can-
cellations, although it is of course inter-
esting to include in such a collection. The
Precancel Stamp Society was accorded
a special postmark for the first time. As
these big stamp affairs were given so
much publicity in the philatelic press any
further description here hardly seems
necessary., The largest registration at
a philatelic convention during 1939 was
232, this record being set by the Precancel
Stamp Society. An inquiry to the Post
Office Department as to the number &f
pieces of mail receiving these special can-
cellations brought the reply that no such
records are kept. They did, however,
have the information that 6,800 special
cancellations were applied to mail matter
at the branch post office of the Fifth
American Philatelic Congress.

The following list, with first day dates,
is believed to be complete.

1. Precancel Stamp Society Conv. Sta.
Baltimore, Md. Aug. 18, 1939.

2. Society of Philatelic Amer. Conv.
Sta. Baltimore, Md. Aug. 24, 1939.

3. Amer. Air Mail Society Conv. Sta.
Cincinnati, O. Sept. 1, 1939.

4. Amer. Philatelic Society Conv. Sta.
San Francisco, Calif. Sept. 26, 1939.

5. Fifth Amer. Philatelic Congress Sta.
Atlantic City, N. J. Nov. 24, 1939.

Sepad 1939 National Stamp Exhibition
Sept. 27 to Oct. 1. Philadelphia, Pa.
Sept. 27, 1939.

Special Rarity Sales

SPECIAL Rarity Auctions were in-
augurated on October 25, 1939, by
the J. M. Bartels Co., Inc., of New York
in addition to their regular monthly auc-
tions in order to offer the discriminating
collector rarer stamps in finest condition.
The second Special Rarity Sale, for
which catalogs are now available on re-
quest, will be held on January 20, and
a third one will take place in March. Mr.
Bartels advises us that every stamp se-
lected for these sales has been minutely
examined and expertized by competent
authorities, and that all items are in ex-
ceptionally fine condition, and that many
bear the signatures of well-known experts.
Outstanding among the offerings are
United States, old German States, Offices
and Colonies, Austria, British Empire,
Italian States, Spain, rare Airmails, etc.,
including attractive and distinct multi-
ples, covers and errors. The catalogs are
elaborately prepared with numerous fine
illustrations inserted between the text.
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The 18:c Domestic Rate

Of 1825

BY NORTON D. YORK, WELLSVILLE, N. Y.

There are many Acts, or portions of
Acts, passed by the United States Con-
oress that are very perplexing, but the
most mystifying one is the 18¥%c domestic
postage rate of 1825. This became effec-
tive March 3 of that year for the zone
of over 150 miles and not over 400 miles
when %c¢ was added to the previous exist-
ing charge of 18%c for this same dis-
tance. In fact, this was the only change,
in either zone distances or postage rates,
in effect from May 1, 1816, to July 1,
1845, and it must have been done for
some very obvious reason. But why?

It is true that this selfsame rate was
in use from Feb. 1, 1815, to March 31,
1816, when all postal charges were raised
50% for war revenue purposes, thus ad-
vancing the 12%c rate to 1834c. But as
this was done to meet a temporary emer-
gency and not to make a permanent sched-
ule, it can be eliminated from this dis-
cussion. However, as a rate of 12%4c was
in use from the very beginning in June
1, 1792, until July 1, 1845, except for the
war time period mentioned above, why
could not the 18%c charge have been usa-
ble without the addition of %4c?

I consulted the register of debates in
the U. S. Congress, the Postmaster Gen-
eral’s reports and other sources of infor-
mation but without any definite results.
Thinking that I might have made an
oversight, I enlisted outside help and ex-
cerpts of the replies follow :

Library of Congress. “We find no rec-
ord that the debates of the 18th Congress,
ond Session, were ever reported in full.
However, during this period, speeches
which were omitted from the Register of
Debates were occasionally printed in
newspapers (especially those of Washing-
ton) and occasionally as monographs We
suggest an nutsuie worker.” Post Office
Department. “A journal of the Post Of-
fice Department for the period of 1824-
25 has not been preserved.” New York
Public Library. “The most complete col-
lection of early Post Office documents is

Volume 7 of the American State Papers,
Washington, 1834, and I find in it noth-
ing relating to the Reorganization Act of
March 3, 1825. There is nothing in the
Congressional documents and nothing in
the annual report of the Post Office De-
partment.”

It has been suggested that this change
of rate was put into effect to assist the
postmasters in their bookkeeping as four
times 1834c equals 75c, etc. I hesitate to
accept this, as very seldom would even
multiples of such a charge be either re-
ceived or sent.

A glance at the U. S. Mint coinage
tables seems to complicate rather than to
assist in the solution of this problem. Up
to the period of time in question, Z4c
pieces were minted, but in very limited
quantities and, for about one-half of the
number of these calendar years, were not
minted at all. This then, one might as-
sume, was the reason for abandoning the
18%4¢c rate but we must remember that
the 12%%c rate was in effect at that same
time and was continued until 1845. Fur-
thermore no U. S. Y4c were ever coined.
So let us look elsewhere for a possible
explanation.

The Act of April 2, 1792, establishing
our money system, contains the following :

. Dollars or Units—each to be of the
value of a Spanish milled dollar as the
same is now current, . . .”. This is quite
good evidence of the prevalence of Span-
ish coin and of the public’s familiarity
with it.

Owing to the mint’s inability to sup-
ply sufficient coinage, the Act of Feb. 9,
1793, conferred legal tender upon Spanish
and French coins at certain specified rates
but also contained this significant clause:
“Sec. 2. That at the expiration of three
vears . . . all foreign silver coins, except
Spanish milled dollars and parts of such
dollars, shall cease to be a legal tender,
as aforesaid”. This showed a definite
1)1cferemc fnr the Smmﬁh money. This
provision for making certain foreign coins
legal tender was renewed in 1806, 1816,
and at other later dates, proving that they
were necessary for our commercial needs
as an adjunct to our own limited coinage.

The newspapers of this period adver-
tised articles for sale at such prices as
6%, 12%, 1834 and 37%c and also, fol-

lowing the crisis of 1837, many notes weré
issued by private concerns using these
fractional values, all being done in spite
of the fact that our monetary system was
established upon a decimal basis.

These facts, namely, an inadequate sup-
ply of U. S. subsidiary and minor coins
as noted from a survey of the mint re-
ports, the legalizing of various foreign
coins as legal tender at specified rates,
especially those of Spain, and the pre-
valence of fractional values in newspaper
advertising, convince me that the change
in the 18%4c rate to 1834c, as well as the
continuance of the 12%%4c, was made to
facilitate the wuse of the predominant
Spanish currency. The coins necessary to
pay these postal charges would have been
the real and the medio accepted at 12%4
and 6%c respectively.

To further substantiate this statement
Prof. Neil Carothers in his book, “Frac-
tional Money”, writing about the use of
Spanish money states:—“The fractional
coins were commonly accepted at values
of 50, 25, 1274 and 6%c. In the cities,
where the decimal system was making
progress, the fractional remainders were
often dropped, the real passing for 12c,
the medio for 6c. The great depreciation
in weight of the foreign coins and the
losses on re-coinage were beginning to
cause disturbance. . No settled policy
was adopted until 1843, in which year the
New York banks established a scale of
values. The double-real, real, and medio
were not to be taken at values of higher
than 23, 10 and 5c respectively. The post
offices adopted the same valuations, despite
public protests. Congress demanded an
explanation from the Postmaster General,
but took no further action. By 1848 the
New York ratings had been adopted by
banks and post offices the country over.”

It is rather interesting to note that
during the period mentioned above, 1843
to 1848, the new postage rates of 5 and
10c had become effective July 1, 1845.
Using these facts and statements as a
basis, it seems rather logical to assume
that the 1834c rate was adopted to use the
Spanish real and medio which were made
legal tender by Congressional Acts. If
such an assumption is incorrect, the
writer will greatly appreciate further light
on this problem.




We BUY Stamps

We wish to purchase several desirable
collections, and will pay the highest possible
prices. Prompt cash. Offers cheerfully made.
If you wish to sell, write us to-day.

MAX F. BIER CO.
P.O. Box 14, Staten Island, N.Y.

SCANDINAVIA

and CENTRAL EUROPE price list free.
Large stock of stamps priced at 1 to 5S¢
each. Approvals against references,

V. H. HASSELBAUM 316 ¥latbush Ave.,

BROOKLYN, N.Y.
NN JUST OFF PRESS NSV

NEW! 1940 edition NEW!
of AMERICA'S LARGEST SET CATALOG

(Illustrated, 196 pages)
(Revised throughout and up to date.
Thousands of New additions and price
changes.)

NEW ISSUES to Dec., 1939
Miniature Sheets compl.
AIRMAILS compl.

Brit. Coronations and Jubilees
Semi-Postals

Commemoratives

Brit., French, Dutch, ete., Cols,
Regular issues 19th & 20th Cent.
General Collections

Packets by countries

French and Domestic Albums
Sent FREE only on receipt of 10
cents to cover forwarding charges (de-
ductable from your first order of $1.00
or more).

NEW YORK STAMP CO. Inc. ,&

113 West 42nd Street
New York City
(Agents in U.S. A. for Yvert & Tellrer of
France)

BIGGER & BF_TTER_

LIBERIA

I am breaking up a beautiful collection of
LIBERIA. It includes practically all the
inverts and other nice things, including
sheets. Selections gladly sent on approval
at BARGAIN PRICES.

lub Dr.
M. J. FENSTER™ ‘g2tz s 2
WANTED FINE U.S8. MINT SINGLES,
~ BLOCKS — Also Foreign Col-

lection — Best Prices Paid. Also will Trade.

MITULA STAMP CO. [te
420 Union Natl. Bank Bldg., Houston, Tex.

Collect USed Blocks

N
0

Offering over 8500
sets of
1940 EDITION
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Finest Centering — Neatest Cancels
16¢ Blue Airspecial, 4CBE1 ............. .90
16c’ Blue Impert., $TTL .. veocie conoiocnaias 1.75
16¢ Bicolor Airspecial, $CE2 .......... .60
30c Transatlantic Alr b c..cevssasnnes .85
12¢ Tipex, colored FDC ecanc. ......... 29
22¢ Presidential i...sesceneescvnnionnes .4u
24c Presidential  ..eceeonsnesconssvnans,

Please add 3c under $1. What else?

WILLIAM T. ADAMS

Box 1104 SAN JOSE, CALIF. ePg

BUY YOURSELF A PRES_ENT

*West. Samoa, Stevenson, ete., epl. .25
This Set Already Obsolete, Bound
To Be Good.

South & Central American Mixture No. 2
A Dandy Group Of Latin Countries,

0Old and New, Used and Unused, For-
merly $2.75 Per 1000, To Clear — A
Special At $1.90.

NEW ISSUES

#*Brazil, 50th Anniversary, 3 values .22
#China, U. S. Constitution, 4 values .30
*Cuba, Garcia Issue, 4 values .... .20
*Denmark, Red Cross Set, 2 values .13
*Japan, 1940 Red Cross, 4 values.. .30

POSTAGE EXTRA UNDER $1.00.

Let Us Send You Our Lists, House
Organ And Approvals. WANT LISTS
A SPECTALTY.

MARKS STAMP CO. LTD.

258B College St., TORONTO, CAN.

POPULAR BRITISH COLONIALS * PRICED RIGHT

Antigua, 1932, “TERCENTENARY” set, NOS. 67-T6 ......cccceerreenreecanns $ 25.00 $ 25.00
Cayman, 19'%2 “CENTENARY” to 5/-, NOS. 69-T9 . .cinsommnn e . 2150 —
Falkland, 1933, “CENTENARY"” set, NOS. 8018 o5siei —— 100.00
Montserrat, 1932 “TERCENTENARY" set, Nos. 75-84 22.50 —_—
St. Helena, 1934, “CENTENARY” set, Nos. 101-110 . 27.50 —_
Transjordan, 1933, “PICTORIAL” set, Nos. 182-195 .. . 68.50 _
Sierra Leone, 1933, “WILBERFORCE" set, N0S. 153-165 +..vvuvuueeeesn... . 100.00 —_—

All above are fine, from a collection just being broken. Send want list ot either
19th or 20th century B. C., common or rare. No sets to 1/- will be broken.

H. A. ROBINETTE,

900 F Street N. W.,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Canada, 1859-64
17¢ Stamp

By B. W. H. Pootk.

With the issue of its first postage
stamps Canada soon became involved in
the morass of two valuations in connec-
tion with the English monetary system
it had inherited from the motherland—
“sterling” and “currency”. The advantages
of the decimal system were manifest in all
its transactions with the U. S. and it was
obvious that sooner or later the cumbrous
pence and shillings would have to give
way to the more simply computed cents
and dollars. The change in the monetary
system of the Province of Canada—as it
was known at that time—was promul-
gated on July 1, 1859, and it was imme-
diately reflected in the postage stamps of
the Province. A circular published by the
Postmaster General announced the change
as follows :—

“Decimal stamps of the value of 1, 5
and 10c for ordinary correspondence, and
of 12%c for Canadian and 17¢ for Brit-
ish Packet postage rates, were obtained
in readiness for the commencement of the
Decimal Postage Law in July, 1859, and
have from that date been issued in lieu of
the stamps previously in use.”

The designs of the stamps of this new
issue were adapted from those of the cor-
responding values of the pence series hith-
erto in circulation. The odd value of 17c
—the only stamp of this denomination
ever issued by our northern neighbor—
which is the only one with which we are
at present concerned had tlw value “Sev-
enteen Cents” in place of “Ten Pence” on
the oval band around the portrait. Owing
to the extra length of this mew inscrip-
tion the ornaments which had previously
separated the designation of value from
“Canada Postage” had to be erased and
small ovals were inserted in their place.
The numerals “17” took the place of
“10cy” in the lower corners but, curious-
ly enough, the legend “8d stg” in the
upper angles was unaltered.

This 17c was engraved in recess by the
American Bank Note Co., New York,
whose predecessors, Rawdon, Wright,
Hatch and Edson had manufactured the
stamps for the pence series. Only one
plate was made for this denomination, and
this consisted of one hundred stamps ar-
ranged in ten horizontal rows of ten each.
While all the other denominations of this
set show the manufacturer’s imprint in all
four margins this 17c is, curiously enough,
entirely devoid of marginal inscriptions.

.

The normal color for this stamp is deep
blue but as there were several printin s
many shades are found, including one Hest
described as slate-blue. The perforatim
gauges 12 and is the work of a sine™ "¢
machine. The paper is wove var n
tinge from yellowish to white and -
ture from thin to fairly thick.
varieties, of more or less striking -
ance, may be found. As these wer:
ly caused by stacking sheets one b
of another before the ink was qu. y
their philatelic importance is slight.

Specialists will find it well worth
to hunt for re-entries or double trans
Several are known, the most pronou
of which shows a distinct doubling o1
upper portion of the left frame '’
Another shows a dot of color at the 1
of the inscribed oval band with a
vertical line passing through it pe
with the outer frame line. Anothe
entry shows a line in and above the ]

GE of “Postage”. Guide dots ma
be found—usually outside the cer
the left-hand frame line.

This stamp is known entirely im 550
rate in the deep blue and indigo s 'S,
Whether these varieties are from of
sheets or were found among legi nate
post office stock we do not know. hey
are quite scarce and, apparently, nc 1sed
copies are known.

According to official records a tot.! of
599,999 stamps was received from the
printers and’ of these 516,026 were issued
to postmasters. As this value became prac-
tically use]gss after a short while it is
probable that some of these were re-
turned to Ottawa when the 1868 st. os
made their appearance.

The portrait on this stamp is th  Hf
Jacques Cartier, the explorer and fo. d-
er of Canada. At one time there as
considerable discussion over the ider ty
of the original it being claimed in s 1e
quarters that the subject was Sebas in
Cabot. Eventually it was proved bey 1d
doubt that the portrait is that of Car or
and it was undoubtedly copied from n
engraving 1eproduLed from a the e-
quarter length painting of Cartier in i1e
Hotel de Ville at his birthplace in St.
Malo, France. The only other Canadian
stamp on which Cartier’s portrait appears
is the 1c of the Quebec Tercentenary is-
sue on which he shares honors with S m-
uel Champlain.

-+

5¢ AIRMAIL, BEACON,

Block of four ......

gingle .. cvsaun s .08

C:11, MINT

s 39 Plate block Of '8IX i eoes . 65

Set of plate number blocks of six —

Set of two, UR and UL positions of same number combinations ......................
Set of four, of the following combinations ..
Red 19549,-50,-51, 52 with blue 19545, 19546,

19547 or 19548.

We have other numbers — what do you need?

Stamps not accepted.

C. E. NICKELS,

Money orders appreciated.

213 Seaton PL. N. E.,

Postage extra under $1.00,

Washington, D. C.
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THE NEW YORK EXHIBITS.
By A VISITOR.

FTER reading about the tremendous preparations and the large number of

collections for the New York Exhibition, I was prepared for something

on a grand scale. Nevertheless, | was astonished at its size and could
hardly credit an exhibition on such gigantic lines for the leisurely and dignified
hobby of stamp collecting.

The Grand Central Palace is a building catering specially for exhibitions and
is, In my opinion, admirably suited for a stamp show. Three entire floors were
taken for this philatelic event. The chief entrance was up a grand staircase to
the first and main floor. It was here that a most astonishing crowd with queues
of enthusiasts waited on the first day for the exhibition stamps and the oppor-
tunity of posting first day covers. Hundreds of thousands of the attractive
commemorative sheets were sold that day.

At the top of the grand staircase one entered the exhibition and immediately
saw the imposing Court of Honour facing down the centre aisle from the far
end. This Court of Honour was the first of its kind at any exhibition, comprising
a display of the first countries to issue stamps from May 6th, 1840, to May sth,

The Court of Honour.
My, and Mrs. Newbury inspecting the Penny Black dies in the centre.

1850. They were, in order, Great Britain, Zurich, Brazil, Geneva, Basle, United
States, Mauritius, France, Belgium, Bavaria, Spain, New South Wales, Victoria and
Switzerland. Four outstanding pages of each were loaned by various exhibitors
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The Exhibition Souvenir Sheet.

and were arranged mn a frame with the respective Government’s coat of arms
above. In the centre, on a raised dais, stood the British Government's case con-
taining the original dies of the Penny Black and Twopenny Blue. Above were
the national flags, and beneath them the Grand Plaque of Honour. The accom-
panying photograph illustrates the scene. Adjacent, and on either side, were the
various exhibits sent by foreign Governments. These were surprisingly numerous
and formed an important section of the exhibition.

Close to the Court of Honour was the exhibit loaned by M. Maurice Burrus
which has no equal in the world of philately. Five copies of the POST OFFICE
Mauritius were in a frame together with the great rarities of the first British
Guiana provisionals. This was the most valuable frame in the exhibition and, I
understand, was specially guarded by detectives from the time it arrived until the
time Mr. Godden took it into his care to return to the owner.

The arrangement of the frames was excellent. There was plenty of space ta
move about, and all the dealers’ stalls were placed round the sides of the halls.
One improvement upon previous exhibitions immediately caught my attention.
In all the frames the album sheets rested in a specially made slot. This not only
made things much easier for those who had the job of putting them in the frames,
but removed the tedious fiddling with drawing pins and consequent risk of
damage to album pages.

The American Post Office certainly expected a large demand for the special
stamps, as [ saw about twenty counters for post business. These were nothing
like enough to supply the thousands of enthusiasts who had to wait in queues for
an hour or so at a time.

The principal exhibits were arranged on the third floor, and it was here that
[ spent most of my time. There is no doubt about the magnificence of Mr. R. W.
Lapham’s United States collections, which secured for him the Grand Prix. The
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A “ Lapham ™ Piece.

1 cent 1851 from right pane of plate L.
Early state of plate.

This piece comprises Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14 and 15, and are the following types :
Type I, No. 7; Type Ib, Nos. 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9; Type II, Nos. 14 and 15.

U.S. * Postmasters "’ are the finest in the world. Here were stamps costing any-
thing up to four and five hundred pounds each, in reconstructed plates. It was
my first opportunity of inspecting the great rarities of the U.S.A.—The
Alexandrias, S.G. catalogues at /2,500 and /4,000. The Baltimores included a
pair of the 5c. on cover, a 10c. on white and 10c. on bluish, both on covers; the
latter are catalogued at /2,500 and /3,000 each. These were followed by speci-
mens of the Millbury and New Haven rarities. Here again are stamps with values
running into four figures apiece. The *“New Yorks” formed an extraordinary
collection in themselves, separate reconstructed plates of unused, horizontal pairs,
vertical pairs, proving without doubt the size of the plate as forty stamps. One
reconstructed plate consisted entirely of stamps with red postmarks. A unique
piece was the only known block of six on cover. Mr. Lapham must have over a
thousand copies of this stamp.

The stamps of the United States were represented by a very large number
of exhibitors, considerably more than any other class. The two English exhibitors
in this section, Mr. James Durham and Sir Nicholas Waterhouse, were in a good
position with five frames apiece, and their display compared very favourably with
American collectors. One hors concours series of seven frames of early U.S.
covers by Robert S. Emerson was much admired. Mr. Saul Newbury’s exhibit
took me rather by surprise, as I had previously only associated him with South
Americans. His exhibit of ten frames was particularly striking for the wonderful
condition of every piece, many with rare and unusual cancellations. His award
of a gold medal was no surprise.

I was pleased to see that Mr. J. B. Seymour had sent five frames of Great
Britain (hors concours). They covered a wide field from superb blocks of Penny
Blacks and Twopenny Blues to Crimean War covers and University College
stamps. It was Mr. C. W. Siggers’ collection that upheld the prestige of Great
Britain in competition. The nine frames shown were a fine selection from one of
England’s premier collections. The Penny Blacks used on Mulreadies (one dated
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A rare block of “ Penny Reds” from Mr. J. B. Seymour’s Exhibit.
The centre stamp shows the “ Union Jack ” wvariety.

May 6, 1840) and caricatures made me quite envious. It has always been my
ambition to acquire some of these, particularly in colour, to frame and hang in my
stamp den. Other interesting and rare pieces shown were: Mint marginal block
of four, V.R.; superb used block of eight Penny Blacks on cover; mint strip of
twelve across the sheet; superb used strip of twelve Twopenny Blues 1840; com-
plete used sheet of twenty of the 1/- green, octagonal; a used block of eighty-six
2d. 1841; a fine used copy of the rare tenpence watermarked Emblems.

Dr. Fleming displayed an intensive study of the Penny Reds of 1841. His
philatelic work and hand-drawn illustrations of the varieties was an * eye-
opener " for the Americans, who had very little idea of the research there is to be
done in British line-engraved stamps. I cannot complete Great Britain without
mention of two charming little exhibits by Captain E. B. Purefoy and S. R. Turner.
The former was entitled *“ The Dawn of Philately,” with early Post Office Notices
of 1840, early Mulreadies used with stamps, etc. The latter consisted of the early
British postmarks from the very beginning in 1660.

The British North America section, with A. F. Lichtenstein (hors concours)
and G. B. Bainbridge, were outstanding. The former had unused pairs of both the
5 and 10 cents imperforate of British Columbia. The latter was one of the most
beautifully illustrated collections in the exhibition, showing as it did the whole
history of the British Columbia posts and their little-known Express Companies.
Mr. Lichtenstein’s Twelvepence Canada pairs and covers, Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia covers and splits, are without parallel.

The British West Indies formed a large section with several first-class collec-
tions. One American exhibitor, Mr. B. H. Homan, had done the most amazing
work on the stamps of St. Lucia. All the first types had been plated and the
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1d. Deep Blue with A.3 A munt pair with large The 1/- Blue.
perforation, 14% X 15%. type surcharge. Error of colour.
These three ranties are from Mr. Snowden’s Barbados Exhibit.

differences were beautifully illustrated with enlarged sketches. I could hardly
realise that so many rare and superb blocks of this country existed. Mr. Leonard
Snowden’s exhibit of Barbados created much attention. The Britannia type
rarities were all included with many unusual pieces. The arrangement and
writing-up were superb, and I was very surprised to learn afterwards that it was
done solely by the owner. Mr. G. L. Hearn had some fine Turks Islands with
large blocks of the provisionals showing the make-up of the settings. Jamaica [
found represented by a choice American exhibit, that of Mr. Brinkley Turner,
with Great Britain used in the Colony, rare blocks of the * Pineapples,” and a copy
of the one shilling pictorial with inverted centre.

Cape and Mauritius were strongly represented by Th. Champion, V. Huberich,
R. F. A. Riesco (not for competition), A. W. Claflin and others. M. Champion
showed his two POST OFFICE Mauritius along with several valuable items in
one surprising frame.

Admiral F. R. Harris, with ten frames of Ceylon, showed one of the finest
series of these stamps [ have ever seen. Two unused copies of the 4d. imper-
forate, one of the three known used pairs along with five superb singles. Mr.
Anthony de Worms contributed two frames (hors concours) of Ceylon covers from
the Pence issues, with unusual rates and combination of values.

The Indian section was one of the best with superb collections from F. A.
Daver, C. D. Desai, Colonel A. E. Stewart, L. E. Dawson and John N. Luff. The
collection of Mr. Daver's was, in my opinion, one of the best collections in the
whole exhibition. The 1854 issue included the most amazing blocks UNUSED
AND USED in superlative condition. The 4 annas with blue wavy lines was
shown in a reconstructed UNUSED sheet of eleven out of the twelve stamps.
This had full marginal inscriptions and included a corner block of four, and
marginal strip of three. This one piece seemed to me to be of such extraordinary
rarity that I could hardly believe my eyes. Mr. Desai had made a very advanced
study of plating of the 1854 issue and is the possessor of the only known copy of
the 4 annas inverted frame, not cut to shape.

The Australian section was well represented. Mr. Bernhard was prominent
with his famous New Zealands. Miss Harvey showed a well-chosen frame from
her father’s well-known Victorias. There were two fine collections quite new to
me in this class, those of Mr. Theodore Steinway, New South Wales, and Mr. P.
Malone, Tasmania. The “ Sydney Views " and * Laureated " of the former were



216 GODDEN’S GAZETTE June, 1936

plated, and it seemed to me that some of our Australian friends would have diffi-
culty in beating this collection. The Tasmania exhibit was in very highly
specialised form with reconstructed plates of the early octagonals. The blocks of
the Perkins, Bacon issues were the best I have seen for a long time.

In the European classes were a number of collections of great strength, with
rarities and extremely valuable pieces in profusion. I should imagine that it was
in this section that the judges had their most difficult task. Three Honour Prizes
came to this section and, as far as I could see, there was little to choose between
them and four or five others. [ was delighted to see Dr. Leemann’s Swiss for the
first time—a collection undoubtedly formed by a connoisseur. The condition of
every item was In the most immaculate of condition. Pairs of Basle Doves on
letters, and blocks of the other Cantonals too numerous to mention. Mr. Harold
Wilson’s Bergedorf collection was one of the most unusual in the exhibition. I
never knew so much philatelic work could be put into this country. Dr.
O’Connor’s Belgium were much admired, as well as the studies of M. Jean Dubois
on the 1865-1883 issues of the same country. The best collection amongst the
German States was the Hanover of H. W. Edmunds. There were many fine
displays here, but condition does make all the difference. Mr. Wedmore showed
his Prussians and is to be congratulated on securing the top award in a stiffly
contested class.

[ spent some time studying Mr. J. Wright's Belgian Congo, as it had done
so well against all the Belgian specialists at Brussels last year. The interest in
research shown was astonishing, and [ was rather mystified at the decision of the
jury in this class. I can only assume that Mr. Hagemann's two great collections
of Danish West Indies, with their superb display in twenty frames, were put
together for the top award.

The Newbury collections of Colombia and Brazil were the envy of all inter-
ested in South Americans. Mr. Saul Newbury has always had his name coupled
with these countries, and he displayed some of the best frames at the show. I
was specially pleased to see a Britisher, Captain Jewell, take the Gold Medal for
research. His plating of the *‘ Rivadavias” must be the result of a life-time of
research and study. The * plum ” for South American collections was awarded to
Mr. W. P. Lind for his Guatemala collection. [ believe that Mr. Lind is practic-
ally alone in his research on this country, and his attempt at the plating of the
*“ lithographs " deserves full praise.

Dr. Byam richly deserved his award of a gold medal for his Egypt. Here
was a complete survey of the postal history of the country, commencing with the
early pre-stamp period, the first stamps with a study of the printing stones, right
up to the present day issues. I can assure the owner that his exhibit was much
appreciated. Every time I passed near there were collectors making notes and
peering through magnifying glasses. Mr. Agnew showed three frames of China,
hors concours, but, nevertheless, one could appreciate the beauty and magnificence
of his unrivalled collection. I should have liked to have seen it in competition
and bring another Honour Award to Britain. Mr. Newbury was in the class with
a fine collection of Shanghai. I am beginning to wonder what further surprises
Mr. Newbury will spring at future exhibitions. Mr. Yardley’s Gold Medal
Kashmir was something out of the ordinary for the Americans, although I did



A rare cover from Mr. Saul Newbury’s Exhibit.

see a fine series of Afghanistan shown by Mr. W. S. Boggs, an American specialist.
The Air Post section [ believe contained the most competition in the many

classes, and it is a great pleasure to have three gold medal awards for Great
Britain—Mrs. Anson McCleverty, Miss W. Penn-Gaskell, Mr. W. Lindsay Everard.
The two former are the most complete collections of a/~ mail stamps in Great
Britamn, and I do not envy the task of the jury if they should come up against
one another in the same class. Miss Penn-Gaskell’s collection is in a class by

itself. It illustrates the history of aviation with experimental, historical and
special flights. Even the Polar expeditions are represented with messages sent

out from balloons.

In the small space available I have done my best to give some idea of this
colossal exhibition, and I must say that I do feel extremely fortunate in having
the opportunity of seeing this wonderful show, and wish I could say more.

ENCOURAGING PHILATELY.

Mr. Charles J. Phillips has just pub-
lished a new book, “ Stamp Collecting
—The King of Hobbies and the Hobby
of Kings,” which will have an appeal
for both collector and non-collector.

For fifty years Charles J. Phillips has
been a world figure in philately.
During his long years of activity he has
met practically every great collector on
intimate social terms. He has visited
their homes and studied their collections.

He has had an unequalled opportunity

to participate in the making of philatelic
history, and added to this he has a
remarkable memory and the happy
faculty of sifting out the humorous and
interesting incidents, which he tells
simply yet effectively.

The book covers the entire field of
philately and includes many interesting
chapters.

(Published by H. L. Lindquist,
100 Sixth Avenue, New York. Price
$2.50. Obtainable from Frank Godden
Ltd., at 10/6d. post free.)
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AN HISTORICAL DOCUMENI.

~HE document illustrated on this page is one that will be appreciated by all
those interested in the poignant story of the Confederate States of America.
Permission to illustrate this unique relic has been given by Mr. Stanley B.
Ashbrook who informs us that it is a recent acquisition to the collection of Mr.
Samuel B. Richy of Cincinnati.

Jefferson Davis was born in 1808 and became a member of the Senate in
1847. He held various posts in the Government and was a strong upholder of the
doctrine of slave rights. He became the President of the Confederate States
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after their secession in 1861 and continued in that office until the end of the war
in 1865. After the fall of Richmond, the seat of the Confederate Government,
he was taken prisoner and confined at Fort Monroe.

Jefferson Davis remained a prisoner for two years, afterwards being set at

liberty in 1868. He died in 1880.
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Re - 15¢ 1869 cover to France -
From S.F. Oct. 20, 1869,

Collection of m. West.

The 15¢ stamp was not on this cover originally., The letter was
forwarded as unpaid from San Francisco on Oct. 20, 1869 and the
boxed "15" shows 1t was a gingle rate unpaid, The black N,Y.
Foreign Exchange marking is a debit marking, meaning that out of
the sum France was to collect on the letter, the U, S. P.0, was
entitled to 12¢. This much of a debit out of 15¢ due shows that
only 3¢ was left to France which was the sum due the French P.O,
fér domestic service., The U, S, P.0O. was entitled to 12¢ because
this letter was carried to a French port in an American ship, thus
the U, S. was entitled to all of the 15¢ rate with the exception

“of the 3¢ for the French domestic, That the service was thus per-
formed is proved by the French receiving handstamp which Teads,"
"Et - Unis - Ser - Am, - Havre,”™ meaning literally, from the U, S.
by American Packet direct to Havre,

The large "8" is the French postage due marking of "8" decimes or
8 X 1.90 cents or a trifle over 15¢ the single rate., This "8"
proves that the letter arrived at Havre with no postage paid. The
cancelation on the stamp is genuine but the part of this cancela-
fion on the cover is fraudulent, beyond any question of a doubt.

- Serap book j#4 - Page 47 -
. Photo - Negative #17.




PHONE PLAZA 3-6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND S4TH STS.
NEw York, N. Y.

June 3, 1940
Stanley B. Ashbrook, Esq.
434 S, Grand Ave,
Ft. Thomas, Ky,
Dear Mr. Ashbrook:
Your letter of May 3lst is at hend. Meny thenks for the pictures of the e

3¢ Perf, 123,

We ere enclosing our own pictures, including en infre-red photograph, There
is no doubt that the stemp and cover are authentic, as we have checked
cencellation, ink, perforation, etc., most critically.

In regerd to your comment on my not taking the "Stemp Specialist", once I
wrote that I em a men of principle. The comments I am meking are not to
Imrt your feelings but to make clear my position in the matter. I will not
teke in my hands nor give my money to be used by Hitler if he issues any
publication, for I know that the money will be used harmfully. It is the
seme with Lindquist's publicetions, I will not spend any money for them
beceuse I feel that it may be used to the disadvantage of philately,

My stend egeinst Mr, Lindquist is purely as a publisher. I have no quarrel
with him personally nor have I a quarrel with anyone, but as & publisher

I cennot consider that he acts for the best interests of philately. I am
firmly convinced the influence he exerts is more harmful than helpful.

These are my principles, and I am not prejudiced. Don't feel that I am
like a leaf which the wind may blow in any direction.

I do not have a quaerrel with anyone. If I should have a disagreement on
personal grounds, I certainly would not make an issue of it., My objection
to Mr. Lindquist is as a2 publisher, and I feel, without prejudice, that his
publications are continuously working an injury to philately.

In regard to the 3¢ 1861, when I wrote an article praising your work eas a
student and to which you took exception, I expressed an open admiration

for what you had accomplished in the 1¢ 1851, I know the years of labor
you have had to put in before such a book could be written., Every point
which you have proven in there can be backed through eyesight. Plate
reconstruction is a matter in which the eye will demonstrate facts, and
there can be no controversy on that point. However, when you touch on such
a question as color and advance an opinion, besing the opinion on your
eyesight end the Ridgeway scale and while I honor you your right to an



PHONE PLAZA 3.6077

Y. SOUREN CO.

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS

394 PARK AVENUE
BET. 53RD AND S54TH STS.
NEwW YORK, N. Y.

S. B. Ashbrook -2 - June 3, 1940

opinion as much as anyone else's. I cannot have any respect for an opinion
based solely on eyesight, whether mine, yours, or anyone else's.

You make the claim that if such an issue were in court, your views would be
vindicated and your claims accepted. It reminds me of a certain Parisian
doctor who had been sentenced to jail for 18 years by the highest court in
France. After he had been in prison for 9 years, the world reelized his
accomplishments and 211 medicine has accepted his principles on obstetrical
surgery. Those who had acquired the esteem of the public of his time fought
strongly egeinst the acceptance of his teachings, just as meny in the world
today fight against any advance, whether based on science or whether from
pure research,

This is an advencing world. If we are to keep apece with it, we must adjust
oursclves to changing conditions. What has gone in the past is a basis, yes,
but the past is a stepping-stone to the future. If you teke the stand that
the pest tells all, I can do no more than repsat that I do not think that
you have the proper conception of the 3¢ 1861 pink and that you do not know
how properly to distinguish the inks. Unless you are willing to equip
yourself with such apparatus which will eneble you to determine actuel facts
for yourself, you need not feel insulted if I disagree with you.

Respectfully yours,

Y. SOUREN CO.

SY:bp
Ene,
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB
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EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS

NYACK, N. Y.
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY Telephone Nyack 964
COLLECTORS CLUB

A

EZRA D. COLE

DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS
NYACK, N. Y.

August 28, 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear dtan;

Jean and I arrived. home llonday evening late.
We had planned on coming home through Indianapolis
and Cincinnati. However, we were routed farther
north by the automobile clubs because of road
construction; and we were both rather in a hurry
to get home. This will explain why we did not
stop in Cincinnati.

Your postal card arrived so I know you
actually got away from Marshall, Michigan. That
is one of the hardest places to leave that I
know anything sbout. Are you going to mount
Harold's collection and is there anything I can
do?

Yes, I knew that one of those covers belonged
to Von David from the very beginning. He found it
cut in California last summer just about the time
of the A.P.S. convention. As far as I can discover
that is onlyone of the three that come through at
all doubtful hands, and even the history of that
one was very good for Von David turned down an offer
of $50 for it at the convention and then sold it for
less. Two of the others came from Lichtenstein's
collection. One he had had thiriy years and the
other five or ten years and the fourth cover Kellogg
Stryker found in a bunch of cheap Wells Fargo covers
sent to him for auction by an old-time collector in
California. I meant to tell you all this when I saw
you but it slipped my mind while we were being
entertained by Harold. Jean sends her love to
Mildred and we both will look forward to seeing you
again sometime soon.

Sincerely yours,

C:H



CABLE ADDRESS
"KLEINSTAMP" “PENYPAKR 0770

EUGENE KLEIN

RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
200 SOUTH I3TH STREET
PHILADELPHIA. PA.

TELEPHONE

MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGO I9ll,
NEW YORK 1913, WIEN 1923 AND MONTREAL 1925
PaARrIS 1937
PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS

December 2, 1940

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas
Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Just came home from the Congress and found your
letter of November 26th awaiting me. I cannot
explain the low pricesfor thie Frazer covers. I
was net at the sale, but I was told that the
attendance wag poor and prices low.

Ky office sent you another catalogue of the December
12th auction. Lot 154 - fortunately the entire cover
is here and it is dated "San Francisco, Dec. 8, 1854",
Your surmise, therefore, is correct. The cover 1s
much finer than the illustration would indicate. The
blue oval 1g exceptionally well impressed. I hope you
will decide to send me a bid on it.

llany thanks for the GOLDEN ERA photograph for my records.
I previously obtained a photograph and included it in my
supplementary list, which will be published sometime in

the, not too distant,future.

W & P River llail - Wheeling and Parkersburg mail 1is
correct. I enclose herewlth three covers, which kindly
return after you are through with them:

1 - 1851, 3c on cover tied by WHEELING & PARK.
RIVER LIAIL FEB. 26, blue circle

2 - 1851, 3c on cover tied by W & P RIVER HAIL
in a cirele

3 - a stampless cover dated 1853 from Baltimore,
endorsed "Gratis with W & P River Mail®
addressed like the previous letter to George
E. Leonard, Newton Centre, llass.

Waterway Packetmarks book, which will give you further
information.

I also wish to point out to you corner card No. 106 in my

With kindest regards.

EK*'FL enc.




434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky. ‘

; ' . i 7 Dec. 6, 1940,

Mr, Eug#no Klein.
212 S. 13th 8ty
Philadelphia, Pa.

iy dear Gene:

I think most anyone would assume, after examing the three covers
which ‘you sent me, that the "W, & P. River Meill" meant Wheeling &
' Parkersburg River Mail, but I really wonder. Suppose we Cone
. 81der the two covers addressed to George Leonard, Newton Centre
e Mags, irst, the stampless cover, - You will note the letter is
.. headed, "Batimore County, October 2 1853," and the manuscript
B .-;gostmark‘is, "Woodstock, ¥ = 5," Now evidently

Wy A [ *
.+ "Batimore" means "Baltimore 5ounty".!ﬁﬁi.*-1f you will look at g

‘e wap you will find that Woodstoek is dﬁ'the.gatggsco RiverE o
‘ ‘Howard County and this county forms part of The soutnern boundey

of Baltimore County, the ahove river separating the two counties,
Woodstock “4s. elso on the B, & Ou Re Re just 25 miles west of =
Baltinore, There seems to be little doubt that this letter eriginated
in some rural community across the river from Woodstock in Baltimore
Oounty » wrltten on the 2nd it first reached a U. S, Post Office
at Woodstock on the 4th, ' What the W & P River Mail rmeens I am sure
I don't know unlegs gerchance 1% might have stood for "Woodstock &
Patapsco River llail, : ‘ -

.7 <At this period, October 1853, the B, & 0, R, R, was in operation to
© ‘Wheeling, but surely a letter mailed at Woodstock and addressed to
» Massachuseite would not have been sent clear to Wheeling, 280 miles
.+ west. Besldes Parkersburg 1s 96 niles by river, below Wheeling,

X thought that possibly the letter might have originated at some

. point near the Ohlo River on the Parkérsburg = Wheellng Steemboat
Route, was placed on a steamboat, carried to VWheelling, then East via
the Bs & 0. Ry Re, but in nelther Virginia, Pennsylvania, or Ohio
was there any county of Baltimore much less Batimore, 1In addition,
the letter traveling by rail east from Wheeling to Baltimore would
herdly have been taken off at a small town like Woodstock and poste
Eggfed_tharea.;Besides the letter is dated the 2nd and postmarked the

Ny i : | ‘ |

_.The notation "Gratis with W & P River Waill," This is in pencil and
48 not in the same handwriting as the address, VWhat do you suppose
i the "Gratis" meant? Ferhaps tihls pencil notation is a fake, and no
¥ doubt ¢ ‘ls a correct solution, If so then there is no connection
i . between this stamplese item and the 3¢ 1851 cover, and in all pro-
bability the W & P River Mail, actually meant Wheeling & Parkérsburg
River Mail, - ' ‘ ' _

There was a Steamboat Route in 1850, listed as, AR
Route 2699 ~ Wheeling to Parkersburg - 96 miles = Two times a week,




- #2.
Vpe Bugene Klein, Deec., 6, 1940,
' No such a steamboat route is listed for 1849,

In 185) and 1852, it is listed Route 2578 - Wheeling to Parkersburg =
96 miles - Thrco'timoc a week, ,

Re = the Chase listing of "W & P River Mail," and hls guess that this
.~ might have meant "Washington and Petomac River Mall," Perhaps he
. had some evidence for his guess, That is, a cover with an origin
~ near such a routé. On the route of the "Great Mail," New York via
- Washington to New Orleans, there was a gap between Washington and

- "Aquie Creek," that is, the railroad from Richmond north thru

Predericksburg was not completed to Washington, hence the mall was

carried between Washington and "Aquia Creek" down the Potomac by
 steamboat, This was a separate malil steamboat route and in 1853 was
, f? listed vnder Virginia as, (see FaTe’ 220 Vol 2 — fAshbroore
. Route 2401 - From Washington, Ds C. by steamboat to Aguia Creek, Va.
 distance 54% miles - 14 trips per week - cost per annum $16,300.

Perhaps way mail picked up on thiz route was marked by the mall agent
A "W & P River iail" or "washington & Potomae River XNail," I merely
; ‘ ‘offer this suggestion as it 18 guite possible your 3¢ 1851 may have

had such a "way" origin.

I did note your #1056 and #1086 but didntt pay much attention to them
because of the late dates, 4 :

| Thanks very much for the extra gatalogue and information on the
Yia Nicaragva covers" I thought Richey might like to have this
item gand I will speak to him asbout it,

!
|
I will appreciate your comments on the above remarks.
! With best regards,

Cordially yours,






Lebler
/853
ENTletn
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454 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky,

Feb., 7, 1943,

Dear Edgar:

As you will recall, all the 12¢ bisects from San Francisco
seem to have been used on the following dates of 1853:

Auge 1 - Aug. 16 ~ Sep. 1 = Sep. 16 = Oct, 1.

Here are five consecutive mails., I have never found a use on
July 16 or Oct. 16, Why do you suppose so many of these were
used at that particular time? Surely the P,0. could not have
been short of 3¢ for two long months, You will recall that
stamped envelopes were first issued in July 1853, Do you
suppose that the S,F, P,0, anticipated a big demand for the 6¢
envelopes and didn't order a large mnough supply of 3¢ adhesives?
Second, perhaps a delay in the delivery of envelopes caused the
S.Fs to run entirely out of 3¢ adhesives? This is all pure
speculation, the main point being this, Do you not think that

 there may be some connection between the shortage(?) of 3¢

stamps and a delayed(?) delivery of 6¢ stamped envelopes at the

S.Fe office?

Can you get someone to search the files of the Alta starting say
June lst, 1853 up to say Dee. 1, 1855 and copy any reference to
(1) stamps - {2) Bisected 12¢ stamps « (3) Stamped envelopes?

A friend has just sent me photostats of three 12¢ bisects, all
from same person to the same address in Philadelphia, Here are
the dates: ;

Aug. 1 )

Seps 1 ) 1853

Sep.l16 )

Evidently there was a fourth letter of Aug, 16, Letters of 16th

Aug., and Sep, 1l got thru wll 0,K, but the Seps 16 has an "encire

cled 10" of the New York P,0, Wow why did the N,Y, Office ree

rate this? I suppose all mail was sent in bulk from =,F, and not

sorted until it got to N,Y,, hence N,Y, stamped this letter of

gep. %6 as 10¢ due at Philadelphia, refusing to recognize the
isect,

Now here is my theory, Evidently an awful lot of mail was sent
thru on Aug, 1 end Aug. 16 with 12¢ biseets and New York asked

the P,M.G, for a ruling, The P,M.G. ruled that "bisects" were

not to be recognized, hence when the Sep. 16 mall came in New York
treated all the letters with 12¢ bisects as unpaid, This ruling
also affected the Via Nicabagua mail, '

I base the above theory on Post Office circuler #25 signed by
James Cempbell P,M,Gs and dated Nov, 10, 1853, announcing the
issuance of stamped envelopes, A photograph of this circular is
befoeé nme, -



#2. Mr. Edgar B, Jessup, Feb., 7, 1943,

Regarding bisects, here is what the P.M.G. ordered. Referring
to stamped envelopes he stated:

"If the stamp be cut out of, or separated from the envelope
on which 1t was made, the legal value of both is destroyed;
figfther does the law authorize the use of parts of postage
gtamps in prepayment Of postage.

Will you please discuss these points with Traey?

The Research Group will pay the cost of the Alta work., Will
you have the search made for me?

Yours ete.,
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A VISIT TO THE CENTENARY EXHIBITION.
By F. AMBROSE GODDEN.

T eleven o'clock on the morning of May 6th, Her Royal Highness, The

Duchess of Gloucester, declared the London Stamp Centenary Exhibition

open. Her Royal Highness was introduced by the Postmaster-General (The
Right Honourable W. S. Morrison), and the opening ceremony was performed
when the Duchess operated a switch which disclosed to view the principal exhibits
from the Royal Collection. The Lord Mayor of London (Sir William Coxon) also
spoke on behalf of the Red Cross and St. John Fund. The receipts from the
exhibition were donated to this most deserving cause.

As soon as the opening ceremony was over, everyone made for the exhibits
loaned from the Royal Collection. There were six large glass cases, and it was
here that we had the first opportunity of seeing the historic story of how the first
stamps came to be made. The pages with designs submitted in the Treasury
competition were most exceptional. Notable examples were the Chalmers, Sievier
and Whiting essays.

The Royal display of proofs and essays for the Penny Black demonstrated the
story of the production of the first design with the background which was
rejected. It also showed how the Queen’s head was arranged with a second back-
ground and approved. There were some fine pieces amongst the line-engraved
stamps shown, including mint blocks in various shades of the 2d. blue 1840.
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The rare twopence Tyrian plum stamp of King Edward VII was shown both
mint and on cover. The later is the only known copy used, and is dated May 5th,
1910. The new twopenny stamp was to have been issued on May 6th, but was
withdrawn as the King died on that day.

Visitors to the exhibition took a keen interest in the British Post Office
exhibit, which had been specially prepared for the occasion. Some outstanding
items were as follows: —

The original dies of the Penny Black and Twopenny Blue. These were in a
special case protected by means of *‘ unbreakable " glass.

Mulready design of 1840. A proof of the front design only, but with no
value inscription. Signed by Rowland Hill.

Mulready envelope. Proof of the whole envelope, with value inserted. Lines
drawn 1n ink to show full opened size of envelope.

Registered impression of the Mulready taken for the Commissioners of Stamps
and Taxes, dated 27 April, 1840. This is printed on a large sheet of the silk-
threaded paper used for the Mulready envelopes, and the particulars of the im-
pression written round in ML.S.

1d. red 1841. An almost complete sheet, including the rare error B omitted
on stamp BA, Plate 77,

Ninety-one penny red, smprimatur, from Plate 12 in 1841 to Plate 102 in
1850. All are on blued paper, and many of them bear portions of the particulars
of the plate, ctc., which had been written on the back of the sheet.

od. straw 1862. An imperforate sheet of the rare issue with ** hair lines.”

1od. red-brown 1867. An imperforate sheet from the extremely rare plate one.

The King Edward issues, many singles and pairs of the halfpenny. Two
unusual-looking blocks of twelve, one corner of twelve showing two blocks of six
téte-béche. The other, a corner block of ten showing two blanks filled in with
crosses, and the two blocks of five téte-béche.

The Georgian issues commence with a fine series of the various types of the
14d. and 1d. of 1911 to 1913. These are followed with a display of the first
1%d. type with téte-béche pairs, a corner block of twelve made up of two blocks
of six téte-béche, and another block of eight with four blanks, and the two blocks
of four téte-béche (see illustration).

The Royal Philatelic Society’s exhibit was extremely interesting, and I wish
the Committee had not been so modest in only showing such a small part of their
collection. This was the first time that the ordinary collector was able to see
portions of the Society’s purchase of the stamp printing records of Perkins, Bacon
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& Co. An original book of their record of dies, made up of proofs, was displayed
open at one page. This was in a glass case, and I am sure that everyone felt a
most desperate desire to see other pages in this remarkable volume.

In another showcase the Royal Philatelic Society demonstrated the actual
process used for producing the old line-engraved stamps. Original dies, rollers and
plates were to be seen, all of which had been used in the making of early issues
of various countries. These included Mauritius, Newfoundland, South Australia,
India, Prince Edward Island, Turkey, etc.

The exhibition of British stamps and proofs was principally contributed by
Mr. J. B. Seymour and Mr. H. C. V. Adams. These two collectors have most
remarkable collections of British stamps, and this selection from the two made
the finest series that has ever been seen at one time.

The following are a few of the “ record " items:

Penny Black. Corner block of nine from plate eleven showing the B.C. re-entry.

Penny Black. Large block of thirty-three from plate two, showing AD re-entry
and DD double letters.

Penny Black. The only known used blocks of four and six of plate eleven.

Penny Black. Used block of ten, plate two.

Penny Black. The largest known used block, twenty from plate three.

Twopenny Blue. Pair used on Mulready dated May 6th, 1840 (see illustration).
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1/~ 1876. One of the two known copies of the 1/- stamp, plate fourteen in
used condition.

All issues were shown, and examples of every British stamp included. There
was a fine section devoted to “ Used Abroads.” The South American Post Offices
were prominent with many rarities such as:—

Valparaiso: C 30. 10d. plus 8d., plus 124d. (This example of the 8d. yellow
is believed to be unique, and it is therefore the greatest rarity of all British Used
Abroads.) Pair of 10d. brown and single 2s. blue. Colombia, Colon: E 38. Pair
of 6d. grey plus od. bistre. (The gd. bistre used at Colon on cover is believed to be
unique, and covers from Colon are exceptionally rare). Colombia, Panama: C 3s.
Pair 2d. red, S.G. 168. (Believed to be unique on cover.) Salvador, combination
cover, via Panama: C 35. Registered. Many Great Britain stamps and a strip of
six Salvador 4 reales S.G. 10. (Unique cover). Dominican Republic, Santo
Domingo: C 87. Combination cover with sixteen copies of Great Britain 1%4d.
and Dominican 1 real. (Not unique, but very nearly.) Dominican Republic, Porto
Plata: C 86. Pair 2d. blue. Porto Rico, Ponce: F 88. 1d. red, circular rate.
(Believed unique.) Porto Rico, Arroyo: F 83. 1s. green. (Believed to be the only
cover in existence from F 83.)

The British Empire display was very fine, but I did not think it was as good
as the King George V Silver Jubilee Exhibition. Canada, Cape of Good Hope,
Nevis, St. Vincent, Trinidad, Turks Islands, Virgin Islands and Western Australia
were all very fine.
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In the 1851 series of Canada, there was a strip of four of the 7%d. value
and a block of four of the 1od. (see illustration). Two other rare items were a
pair of the sixpence, perf. 12, on cover, and two used blocks of nine of the 4d.
rose imperforate.

The chief feature of the Triangular Capes was the superb condition.  The
succession of used blocks all in magnificent condition almost gave the impression
that they must be easy to obtain. Amongst the Ceylon I noticed a used pair of
the 2/- blue imperforate of 1857. I believe that only four pairs are known to exist.

A selection from the collection of King George VI was shown in two frames.
The exhibit consisted of artists’ drawings for many of the recent Colonial stamp
designs, proofs of designs prepared for recess and photogravure printing and several
covers of historic interest.

The Foreign section was excellent, and many of the countries were repre-
sented with frames of very considerable value, notable amongst these were,
Argentine, Belgium, China, Greece, Tuscany, Japan, Mexico, Roumania, Switzer-
land, United States and Confederate States.

On the first page of Brazil there was an original die proof of a five milreis
note, produced by Perkins, Bacon & Co. in 1842. This note is believed to have
suggested the design for the first issue of *“ Bulls Eye " stamps. I liked the blocks
of the second issue, particularly of the 180, 300 and 600 reis which are excessively
rare in blocks.

A very fine exhibit had been prepared for Chinese stamps. Original sketches
for the first issue by H. B. Morse in colours and in black and white showed
suggested themes for the central design.

Other rare items included the following : —

Sets of die proofs of unadopted and approved designs.

1878, sheet of twenty-five of 5 cands. in an unrecorded bistre shade.

Five most attractive covers of the 1882 issue.

Mint blocks of the Shanghai lithos without surcharge.

I must mention the display of Tuscany as the exhibit loaned to represent
these stamps was one of the outstanding series in the exhibition. Here 1s a country
generally recognised as being very difficult to secure in fine condition. The pages
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Orngmal sketches for the central designs of stamps (not adopted).

shown were of the most exceptional quality, the superb condition of the rarities
need to be seen to be believed. = The famous 3 lire was shown with copies
used and unused.

Sir Nicholas Waterhouse made up a very fine display from his collection of
United States. Considerable interest was given to these frames as I found it
necessary to wait quite a time before I could get near them. In view of our
many American readers, | have taken extra details of this fine display.
Here are some of the best items shown :—

1845, New York. A record pair with sheet margin, used on cover to Canada

from Philadelphia. The town postmark is in blue (see illustration).

1847. A vertical strip of the 10 cents in mint state.
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Patriotic cover with 5 cents *“ mustard.”
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1847. Two covers each bearing sc. and 1oc. stamps tied with Railroad can-

cellations.
1851. The 1 cent stamp in the rare Types 1, 1a, 1b and 1c. The Type 1

(7 RIE) in a mint strip of three.
1851. 3 cents orange-brown in large mint blocks with side margins and

Inscriptions.
1857. 10 cents. A vertical strip of three on cover showing all the three

types of re-cuts,
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1861. Premuére Gravures. The s5c., 10c., 24c. and 3cc., including a mint

block of four of the 1oc.

1861 (September). Two covers one with a single and the other a pair of

the go cents.

An unusual exhibit was the series of Confederate States frames contributed
by Mr. Chester Beatty. In two frames the principal events of the American Civil
War were illustrated by means of stamps, covers and documents. This group
contained many first-class rarities. The Postmasters’ provisionals included, Baton
Rouge, Knoxville, Macon, Mobile, New Orleans and Uniontown with several on
covers. [ am illustrating one of the finest pieces shown. This is a superb copy

of the 10 cents with frame lines on cover. [ believe that this copy is the finest
example of this rarity in existence,

Other exceptional items included Patriotic covers, Prisoner of War covers,
Wallpaper covers, and a cover used on the famous Burnside Expedition, which was
sent to the relief of Knoxville in September 1863. Several * splits " on wallpaper
and account book paper covers illustrated the shortage of both stamps and paper.

One exhibit of unusual postmarks on classic issues of the world aroused my
particular interest.

Each postmark was complete, so that in many cases a pair. strip, block or
piece of original were needed to show many of the large types in complete form.

There were several Diligencia types of Mexican postmarks. One | remember
had a pair of stamps cancelled with a postmark showing horses and coach in the
centre. A sixpenny Perkins Bacon Cape triangular was on large piece with the
town cancellation of Piquetberg in red.

The Austrians were exceptional, as nearly all the fancy types were represented.
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I liked two pieces from Perchtoldsdorf and Tuzersdorf with specially designed
frames and scrolls to include the dates. I was interested to see the two types of
Warsaw town postmarks on the No. 1 stamp of Poland. These were in red and
one was on cover.

Other sections of philatelic interest were Airmails, Postal History, Soldiers
and Sailors Letters, and examples of modern stamp production.

Taking into consideration the many difficulties and the short time available,
[ feel that the committee responsible made a splendid effort. The choice of
Lancaster House was admirable, as its style and furnishings gave an atmosphere of
the period when the Penny Black was issued. Well done.

AT THE INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC UNION.

HE fourth meeting of the session was held at the Essex Hall, Essex Street,
Strand, on Wednesday, May 22nd, with Mr. |. B. Seymour in the Chair.

In view of the Centenary celebrations, Mr. Seymour opened the evening's
display with a selection of unusual pages from his collection of Great Britain.

Mr. Seymour commenced with some die and plate proofs of the line-engraved
series. The particular group shown were from a small Official lot which had only
come to light two or three years ago. They were on the Star watermarked paper,
and many of them were overprinted by means of a handstamp with the word

SPECIMEN.

The next page contained examples from the proof sheets prepared for the
Paris Exhibition in March, 1867. Four sheets were printed on white card as
foilows. One Penny Plate 103 in black and in red, Twopence Plate 9 in black
and in blue.

Two covers were next, showing the early use of the town cancellations in
the year 1842. These were both from West Country towns where it appears that
it was the practice to use these postmarks instead of the Maltese Cross.

Mr. Seymour’s commentary on the page of the Prince Consort Essays of 1851
was most interesting. These essays were prepared by Henry Archer and sub-
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Covers from the Channel Islands with French Postmarks,
Granuille, St. Malo and Le Harve,
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mitted as samples in an endeavour to secure the contract for printing the British
stamps. The price quoted for printing, gumming and perforating was 4'2d. per
1,000 stamps. There was trouble over the use of the Prince Consort’s portrait
on these essays, and no contract was obtained. The Government benefited by
the proposal as Perkin’s, Bacon & Co. were obliged to reduce their price to 5d.
per 1,000. One of Henry Archer’s essays was perforated and is unusual in this
state. The page showed specimens in black, pale brown and red.

During the years 1851 to 1853, several experiments were made in the use of
perforating and rouletting machines. Mr. Seymour showed covers with the Penny
Red as follows. Archer perforation used in 1851 from the House of Commons.
Two covers with the Treasury roulette used in 1853.

““

A remarkable page displayed specimens of the * Penny Blacks " and * Penny
Reds " in used condition, complete with corner margins showing the plate numbers.
(A copy of the Penny red from Plate 163 is illustrated.)

By way of variation a die proof of a proposed design for the 2'd. value of
King Edward VII was shown next. It was somewhat similar to the accepted
design, but had the value in each of the lower corners. The issued stamp had
the value in the centre below the portrait. A rare die proof of the issued stamp
was on the same page for comparison.

Next came two remarkable mint marginal blocks of twelve of the * Penny
Red " imperforate from Plate No. 34.

Much attention was given to several covers showing British stamps with
French postmarks of St. Malo, Granville and Le Harve. The steamers of the
London and South Western Railway Company sailed from St. Helier to St. Malo
and to Granville on alternate week-days, and carried the regular mails between
the Channel Islands and France. They also carried a movable letter-box in which
stamped letters, which had not passed through the Jersey Post Office, could be
posted on the quay at St. Helier. The contents were transferred to the French
Post Office on arrival at the French port. The stamps were then cancelled with
the normal French numeral postmark.

The cancellations are in two types and are as follows: —

St. Malo 3176 small figures 3734 large figures.
Granville 1441 % 1706 o
Le Harve 1495 o " 1769 ., 55

These postmarks are most unusual, and the Le Harve cancellations are very rare.

Amongst a selection of British stamps used abroad were examples from Porto
Prince in Hayti with the postmark E. 53. A remarkable cover from Payta in
Peru contained nineteen ‘“Penny Reds” and one fourpenny stamp for a rate of
1/11. The letter came to London via Panama, and was then sent to Norway via
Denmark.

The scarce blue papers of 1883 included two superb used pairs of the half-
crown and ten shilling values. Mr. Seymour remarked that both pieces were
exceptional,
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A curiosity was a used pair of twopenny Mulready covers used with a pair
of “Twopenny Blues” 1840 to make up an eightpenny rate.

A series of essays for stamps of King Edward VII were prepared by inserting
a portrait of the King in the frames used for the Queen Victoria Jubilee series.
(Two types are illustrated). The head was lithographed, and four types were
produced for each value. None of the designs were adopted.

One page had been specially prepared to illustrate how the background of
the Penny Black was also used for other stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co.
These were the 6d. Victoria, Queen on Throne, St. Vincent 5/-, the triangular
Capes and the line-engraved King George V issue for New Zealand.

Mr. Seymour ended his display with a series of proofs made during various
stages in the preparation of the designs for the 2/6, 5/- and 10/- stamps, King
George V issue of 1913.

Mr. Turner brought along some pages from his collection of British Railway
Letter stamps. Some especially interesting items were as follows.

1891, East London Railway. A complete series showing the stamps used
from every station. As this line was only 534 miles long, there could not have
been many stamps used.

1907, London and North Western Railway. An Express Letter which is a
most unusual item to find.

North Eastern Railway. A strip of three of the surcharged threepenny value
again surcharged fourpence when the rates increased later. The fact that these
stamps remained unused through two increases in rates shows how little they
were used.

Hull and Barnsley Railway. A cover used in conjunction with a pair of the
first George V Post Office stamps. A complete unused booklet of twenty stamps,
and a copy of the twopenny stamp surcharged 4 in manuscript.

Mr. Osward Marsh delighted members with a complete display of the rare
House of Commons and House of Lords envelopes.

At first a joint issue was made on 16th January, 1840, with envelopes inscribed
*“ Houses of Parliament.” In February, 1840, separate issues were made for the
Commons and the Lords. The former are printed in black, and the latter in red.

The unused specimen of the House of Commons envelope shown is believed
to be the only one in existence.

An unusual item shown by Mr, Marsh was a cover stamped with the can-
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cellation LONDON AND HOLYHEAD R.P.O. IRISH MAIL NIGHT, and dated

August 10th, 1864. The stamp on the cover was cancelled with two small crosses.

The Honorary Secretary then showed some miscellaneous pages of Argentine,
Spain, Russian Levant, Luxemburg, Western Australia and Great Britain.

The two British covers were shown by courtesy of Mr. Wallace Cowan, J.P.,
and were two of four exceptional pages which obtained for him the Silver Cup
presented by the Scottish Philatelic Society in 1938.

The first is one of the two known combinations of a Mulready and Penny Black
used on May 6th, 1840, the first day of issue. The penny Mulready and the
penny make up a twopenny rate, which is further exemplified by an attractive
Southampton Twopenny Post cancellation.

The second piece 1s a penny Mulready used to Malta with a strip of four
and single “Penny Blacks,” and three fine copies of the * Twopenny Blues
making the 1/- rate. The letter was sent from Bristol, and 1s dated on reverse
oth January, 1841.

The three pages of Western Australia were showed by the courtesy of
Mr. R. P. Nelson. The first comprised three die proofs of essays submitted for
new stamps. Although most attractive, the designs were not adopted. A fourth
proof of similar style 1s lithographed and 1s probably a plate proof. This specimen
is on thin gummed paper, whereas the die proofs are on India paper mounted
on card.

The second page displayed a remarkable cover of 1857, with a strip of three
of the twopence black on red, and a single copy of the sixpence black-bronze.
The whole piece is in very fine condition, particularly for these difficult stamps.
The strip showed how poorly the stamps were printed, parts of the design were
omitted and the inscription on one of the stamps is completely gone. The letter
was sent to England and has the cancellation MISSENT TO MANCHESTER.

The third page comprised a mint and a used copy of the rare twopence mauve
stamp of 1879. This is an error of colour, as it should have been printed in yellow
instead of mauve, which is the shade for the sixpenny stamp. The colour of these
stamps is very delicate, and to find them in such fresh condition makes them all
the more unusual.

A hearty vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. W. P. Lind, which was seconded
by Mr. R. V. Johnson. The motion was carried by everyone, and an enjoyable
evening came to its close.

F. AMBROSE GODDEN, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.
110-111, Strand, London, W.C.2.
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Some rare Swiss and Saxony pieces from the * Bernhard ” Collection.
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IN EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY.

In eighteen hundred and forty,
When I was a very small boy,

A dear little chap on my mother’s lap,
Penny blacks were my infant joy.

How well I remember my father

That Wednesday, the sixth day of May,
Say * Billy, my son, the hobby’s begun,

Here’s a game we shall both want to play.”

So I started a childish collection.

It is strange what a bright child can do—
I'd a babyish knack of plating the black

And shading the two-penny blue.

My hero—the village postmaster;
His counter—my heaven out of reach.
Age cannot recapture his primitive rapture :
“ What a stamp—what a Queen—what a peach!”

First day covers? My albums were bursting!
Mint corner blocks? Plate after plate!

Folk heard of and sought me and frequently brought me
Rare postmarks or errors of date.

“ My waste paper basket,” laughed uncle,
“Is there, full of letters, for you.”

“I believe I've a dozen,” blushed my pretty cousin,
Her bright eyes all two-penny blue.
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Such happiness mine for the taking,
No wonder it went to my head.

I even was given a block of plate eleven
In black and the next day in red.

I turned to my father in fury,
And father was troubled, I knew—

* Black to red is just hell, but they've added as well
White lines to the two-penny blue.”

Was ever a child so disgusted?
And the furious things that [ said

Made mother quite ill as I cursed Rowland Hill
From the depths of my feverish bed.

Dad told me of fugitive colours,
That Authority always knows best,
That issues would flow in a torrent, and so
He patted his baby to rest.

I rallied—and went on collecting.
And, now I'm a hundred and three,
've but one regret that with new issues yet
More will come than I ever shall see.
An old man’s adviceP—Well, start early,
Collect them all just as they come.
Get born in good time. live into your prime,
And you'll make philately hum.

A.G.C.
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ELEGANCE without OSTENTATION

THE
G
WARWICK

THE F.G. WARWICK

I'he Warwick has been designed to give the medium collector an album conceived in the
same general good taste, with the same first-class workmanship as the **De Luxe ' and
" Popular ** Editions, but at a lower cost. It has been acclaimed by a large number of
philatelists as offering the acme of service with durability in the constant handling of a collec-
tion “‘in the making.
SEVENTY-FIVE LEAVES size 8% x 1014 ins., doubly hinged, quadrille ruled and
centred in faint grey. Standard “F.G."" bolt and slide attachment. Binding in first-class
Rexine in dark blue,

MODERATE COST

No. 66. Album with JAP TISSUE backed leaves 25/=
No. 67. Album with GLASSINE protected leaves 25/=
No. 68. Album with unprotected leaves . 22'6
CHEAPER EDITIONS WITH THE SAME SIZE LEAVES
No. 55. F.G. Burleigh album with 75 leaves .. 15/6
No. 44 F.G. Graduate album with 75 leaves . 8/6
N>. 44a. F.G. Graduate album with 75 leaves and mlerleaves 10/ =
No. 45. F.G. Graduate JET album with 75 leaves ... 10/6
SEE THE F.G. ALBUMS AT YOUR DEALERS. Particulars free on request from

FRANK GODDEN, LTD., Stamp Album Specialists
110-111 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2
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The ROMANCE of the POSTS of
RHODESIA

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA AND NYASALAND
BY

H. C. DANN

Chiromo. The Postmaster on his ‘‘ Machila,”" 1891

Numerous authentic anecdotes and descriptions of the Early Postal

Services. Tales of Lions, Elephants, Hippos and Crocodiles.

Over One Hundred unique Photographs of Mail “Runners,” Canoe

Dugouts,” Ox Waggons, “Buffalo Bill” Coaches, Trains and Air-

planes; also of early “Post Offices,” taken by the first Adminstrators,
Pioneers and Postmasters.

A 244-PAGE BOOK OF EQUAL INTEREST FOR PHILATE-
LISTS AND THOSE WHO DO NOT COLLECT STAMPS

Published by

S FRANK GODDEN LTD. e

716 110-111 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 716

Postage 6d. Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines) Postage 6d.
Cables: “‘Albums, London"’
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THE WORLD’S FINEST COLLECTION

formed by the Jate Mr. John A. Agnew, F.R.P.S.L.

IN 56 VOLUMES.

This famous trophy and gold medal collection is the finest series of Chinese stamps
that has ever been made. It comprises all issues of China as well as Formosa,

Treaty Ports and the various Chinese Post Offices of Britain, France, Germany, etc.

ALL PRICED SEPARATELY.

Call, write or "phone

FRANK GODDEN, LIMITED
[10-111 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2

Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines). Cables : Albums, London.

Printed by Pardy & Son (Printers), Ltd., The Triangle Printing Works, Bournemouth, and Published by
Frank Godden Ltd.. 110-111, Strand, London W.C.2. x



WE WANT
TO BUY

Rarities, Specialised
Collections, Unusual
Covers and Single
Pieces of all Countries

before 1880

We are particularly anxious to purchase collections, general or

specialised of the following

GREAT BRITAIN, UNITED STATES, CANADA,

NEWFOUNDLAND, NEW BRUNSWICK, NOVA SCOTIA,

INDIA, BRITISH WEST INDIES, DENMARK, CHINA
and MAURITIUS.

Call, write or "phone

FRANK GODDEN Ltd.

The Home of Classic Stamps
110111, STRAND, LONDON,W.C.2

Telephone : Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines) Cables: Albums, London
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When you read that a famous colle@ion is
coming on the market, you can be fairly
certain that it is primarily composed of the
early issues. The ‘‘Old Classic Stamps’’ with
their fine engraving and beauty of production,
their infinite appeal for research and, above
all, their rarity.
The name of Frank Godden, Ltd., has long
been associated with the purchase of collections
of this type. They always have a wide range
of extraordinarily beautiful stamps. Single
pieces or collections, they are easily comparable
to the finest stamps to be seen anywhere in
the world.

Call, Write or "Phone:
%;zé E//a%/&% c%'ﬂué/a//
770777 S handd London. W C. 2

Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines)

Cables: Albums, London




454 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jan, 29, 1943,

Mr, Maurice C., Blake,
11 Mason St.,
Brookline, Mass,

Dear Vr, Blake: : &

Your letter of the 25th reminddd me that I have not replied to
your two letters of Dec, 26th and 28th., Will you kindly ace
cept my apology? I have been utterid¥ swamped with work all
month and have been working until midnight most every night, I
simply had to put your two letters aside until I could give
them the proper attention,

First I want to tell you about a cover that was sent to me re~
cently, It was an envelope with a 2¢ 1869 used in 1870, from
Houlton, Maine to Woodstock, New Brunswick, The letter was sent
sealeds The owner informed me that he had owned five of these,
all from the same correspondence, all sent sealed, and all used
at different periods in 1870,

OQur domestic rate at that time was 3¢, and the prepaid rate to
Canada was 6¢, unpaid 10¢, There didn't seem to be any answer
to this cover, except that 1t might have been an error,

I mention this for this reason, I found the answer to this
cover in an unexpected place and I think we will find the
solution to our French problem in some unexpected place.

Here is a ruling I found published in 1873, I don't know how
much earlier it may have been made or published.

"Letters from France for the U, S, can only be delivered free of
charge if received in the mails by way of England, and fully
prepaid for such transmission, The postage charged by the
French office am whohlyetters is one frane, 20 centimes (24¢)
per 1/3 ouncej but if not fully prepaid they are treated by the
French office as wholly unpaid, and reach this country with a
claim for French and British postage, to be eollected on delivery.
Letters received in the direct mail from France are charged ten
cents per % ounce on delivery, no matter what amount has been
prepaid in France, such postage being the United States postage
only." (End of Quotation),

The above was a "Ruling” and I think we will find the solution
we are seeking in a ruling made early in 1870, The prepaid rate
fixed in the ruling may have been 15¢ per % ounce and it may
have been 12¢ per + ounce, What I am trying to locate is

that "ruling” and I think I may be on a track which will lead
me to it, I'1l advise you,

In the meantime what do you think about the 2¢ 1869 cover mentioned
above? ~



St

#2+ Mr. Meurice C, Blake, Jan, 29, 1943,

I have before me a cover postmarked (and sent sealed),
"Covington, Ky. and addressed to a smell town in Kansas, It
has a pair of 1¢ 1869 and a single 2¢ 1869, Now why 4¢ on this
letter? Surely it was an overpay but why did the writer put on
two 1¢ with the 2¢? Why not just one l¢s There were no
carrier nor way fees at this time., What sort of s 3¢ plus 1¢
is this item?

I have read both your letter of Dec, 26th and 28th very carefully
and note your suggestions and conelusions re = Knapp lots 1886

I am returning herewith the cover from Cube to Boston with the
black "Ship" end "3.," I have no record of this "Ship" and I cannot
explain the rate., I note the use was in November 1861, The "Ship
rate" at this time was 5¢ if delivered at port of entry or regular
postage plus 2¢ if beyond port of entry. In either case 5¢ for a
letter such as this, Had this letter been sent by regular U, S,
Mail Steamship, the rate would have been 10¢. Unless I am mistaken
the rate "3" was an error.

Let me know what you think of the following as an explanation of
this "Shig 3" cover, Suppose for example it was carried te some
American port by a vessel of foreign registry., For example, any
port on the Atlantic coast other than Boston, Would it not have
been rated at "Ship $#" according to the following Regulation?
(1866 P,L. & R. = "Regulations") page 34, Sec, 238 -"Masters of
foreign packets are not to be pald anything for letters delivered
into the office: such letters are, notwithstanding, to be charged
Yith)postage when delivered from the office or forwarded by mail.,"
end ,

What is your opinion?

I am glad my January A.P, article pleased you, MNany thanks for your
kind remerks regarding it, It did seem to stir up quite a bit of
interest, I am enclosing the Fig. 11 photo and tracing so that you
can compare with your 3¢ 1857,

Thanks for calling my attention to Lot 17 in the Keffer New Haven
sale., I never saw this cover and I must admit it is unusual for a
dealer to notice such things., I suppose by Harry's description
that he recalls your article and the Feb., 20th, 1854 date,

8o the fake grill cover belonged to Don Maleolm, It is funny how
such things get around., Herst seems like quite a nice sort but I

~ have never met him personally,

I am willing that you figure out some of the P,L. & R, Regulations.
In places one "Sec," states one thing and then the next apparently
contradicts it entirely., One thing is sure as far as I am concerned.
I cannot read English or else I am too dumb to figure out the real
meaning of some of the Regulations,

With best regards,
Cordially yours,



#3. Mr, R. Jde Mochin' Febo 15. 1945.

July 1, 1863, but I am bothered about the period after July 1,
1863, especially after 1866,

What do you think of the whole question?
With best regards, '

Cordially yours,




434 South Grand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Feb, 15’ 1943,

Mrs Re Js Mechin,
Edwards,
St. Lawrence Co., N.Y,. d

Dear R.Jds:

Yours of the 4th and 5th received, I'll be darned if I know
why I am bothering a specialist in Costa Rica, about steam=
boat fees 1in 1869, but you are a swall fellow and I value
highly your philatelic knowledge, Jjudgement and common sense,
80 if you don't mind, I'1ll just keep on pestering you.

I don't know whether Perry's dope is right or not but the

period he had under discussion was twenty years earlier, I "
don't know where he gets his "closed pouch" stuff, There is

no such a term used in the PeL, & R.'s, and I have copies of

all the editions, I am familiar with early covers showing ,
steamboat fees but I am not familiar with steamboat fee covers

of the late 1860's and early 1870!'s,

Sometimes we find a fee of 1¢f and sometimes a fee of 2¢ but I had
the idea that 2¢ fees applied principally to mail carried on the
Great Lakes,

Bzra Cole sent me a cover last week postmarked at Cincinnati

in 1866 and addressed to Chattanooge. This cover had a 3¢ 1861

and a 2¢ Black Jack., Now why the 2¢ Black Jack? The letter was
deposited in the Cincinnatil Post Office so why did it require 5¢
to take it to Chattanooga? There was no mail route by river, I
think I have the answer but I'll let you think this one over,

I am enclosing an exchange of corrdspondence with Klein, also a
photo of the "let" St. Louis cover, Now Klein is supposed to be
an authority on "Packet Covers" but his letter surely does not
indicate that he is famillar with steamboat fees,

Note his remarks re - the St, Louis ecover., He thinks this is a
carrier, but I am fairly certain the use was in 1864 eor 1865,
hence no "Carrier" as carrier fees were abolished on July 1, 1863,

I think the solution of this item is as follows., It originated

at Cape Girardeauw, was mailed direct on a steamboat bound for

St, Louils, It was marked "Steam," indicating origin and 1¢ was

due for the "Steamboat fee," All of which is very simple, Now
suppose the writer at Cape Girardeau had prepald this fee and had
placed 47 in stamps on the letter, then we would have had a similar
item to the 1869 - 4¢ cover of Covington (7).

If Elliott's dope (relating to late 1840's and early 1850's) is



#2. Mr. Ra. Js Mechin’ Feb, 15’ 1943,

correct and it still applied in 1864-1865 (as per St. Louils
cover) then the 1¢ fee which was due meant that this letter

was carried by & boat which had a "elesed pouch" eontract, And
further, if the beat had no mail contract then there would have
been 2¢ due, Now R,J. do you know what Elliott meant? I suppose
you do, but why all the language about a "closed pouch?" How
absurd? Why didn't he state this in simple terms, thus:

"A letter picked up at a "Way" landing, such as Cape Girardeaun R
by a contract mail packet was entitled to a steamboat fee of i,
but if such a letter was picked up by & non-contract mail boat the
fee was 24," ‘

This letter was not deposited in the Cape Girardeau P,0., hence

it was a "Way" steamboat letter. If it had been placed in the
Cape Girerdeau Post Office the postage would have been only AN |
suppose such a letter would have gone the regular U, S. mail route,
hence in a "closed bag" or as Elliott states, a "closed pounch,"

The 1866 Regulations seem to kick all of the above into a cocked ¢
hat. Note Sec. 242 of the "Regulations:"

"In Y¥ike manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid
which are received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail
service, or carrying the mail with no route agent on bDoard, When
prepaid, the master of the vessel, if under contract to carry the
mail, mey receive one cent "WAY," and if not under contract with the
department, two cents each from the postmaster in whose office he
deposits them; and they should be delivered to thelr address without
eny charge beyond the amount prepaid." (End of quotation).

EKnapp didn't have a single 1869 cover in his lot with a "Steamboat
Due let" or "2ets", nor did he have a single 1869 cover with 4¢
prepaid for a steamboat fee of 1/ plus 3¢ postage.

There was no P.L. & R. published from 1866 until 1873, and I have
no record of any special rulings made by the P.M.G. during this
geven year period, I cannot find anything in the 1873 edition in-
dicating that a fee of 17 or 2¢ could be added to the regular 3¢
rate of postage, 1If such a letter was sent unpaid, it was to be
rated at double postege on dellvery, :

Consider the P.M.®., Report for 1869, Under receipts there ls no
{tem of receipts of steamboat, ship or way fess, Under "Expenditures,”
there is the following: "Ship - Steamboat & Way Letters - $8,076.,35."

If all of these were 2¢ fees then there were only a total of some
403,817 of fee letters in the above three classes, No doubt the

P M.G, didn't think it pald to collect fees on 400,000 letters
simply for a gross income of $8,555. Perhaps there were exceptions,
special rulings made by the P,M,G., wherein the fee was added te the
rate,

I am not bothered about the 1850 or early 1860 period, say up to
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SCRAP Poo <_
434 South Grand Ave.,

E?l §T0 L Y A Fort Thomas, Ky.

]

Mr., George N, Malpass,
135 Westland Ave.,
- Rochester, N,Y.

Dear Mr, Malpass:

Yours of the llth received, Did I read that Bristol post=-
mark wrong? I thought it read, "Bristol Va R,R, and that

is the way Herb Atherton listed it, Dietz 1ists Bristol -

V & T ReRe In other words, Bristol 1s in Tennessee and it

was the southern terminus of the Virginia & Tennessee R.R.
This Road ran between Bristol and Lynchburg, length 204 miles.
Thils road was part of the main line connecting Richmond with
Knoxville and t he South,

This cover went to Brooks from Herbert Atherton and Atherton
obtained it from H, F, Colman who found it in an original find,
There 1s the pedigree and I think there is no doubt that it 1is
perfectly good, Atherton's notation reeds, "Guaranteed as found
by H,F.Colman," '

Regarding the Patriotiecs, Keep what you like out of the lot
and pay me whatever you think they are worth and I can assure
you it will be 0,K, with me,

Thanks very much but I am not especially intercsted in covers

from France as they are not very much assistance in the particular
study I am making, I am really quite anxious to see covers from
the U, 5. to France between Jan, 1 and July 1, 1870, and such
items must have rates other than 107 and 4¢, This six months was
a period of uncertainty as to legal rates due to the expiration of
the treaty on Jan, 1, 1870,

With kindest regards,

Cordislly yours,



434 South Grand Ave,,
Fort Thomas, Ky.

Feb, 23, 1943,

Mr, G, N, Malpass,
135 Westland Ave,,
Rochester, N.Y.

Dear Ny, Malpass:

Yours of the 18th with check and return of the covers received.
Please accept my thanks,

I suppose that Atherton read that "Bristol" marking wrong
and that I repeated the error, I wondered if there might
have been two types and was glad to learn that you are quite
sure that the one on the cover is the same type as the one
1llustrated by Dietz, '

I have a batch of unused Patrioties just in from Brooks, I

note guite a few which are not in my lot of three or four
hundred, Brooks has these priced from 10¢ each to 1.50, He
states some are quite rare, I am wondering if you would like to
see them,

I suppose you referred to the Emerson covers which Ezra Cole
has had for the last six or seven years, This 1s the only worth
while lot that I know about.

Sincerely yours,

"




AL LINDQUIST

PUBLICATEIONS

2 WEST 46w STREET NEW YoORR N
February 26, 1943

Stanley B. Ashbrook
434 South Grand Avenue
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Dear Stan:

Hugh Clark has sent me a copy of that letter he wrote you and since he
sent it, I have talked to him about it on the telephone and asked him peointblank
just how he felt about the entire situation. All bBe could do was to reiterate what
he has always told me and what we have discussed in so many letters. Hugh has ad-
mitted to me numerous times that if this issue had 'not been listed and it was left
to him to list, it probably would never go in; but inasmuch as they were put in
long before his time in good faith and that hundreds of dealers and collectors hand-
led them in good faith, he didn't see how he could destroy their value without hav-

ing absolutely conclusive proof.

You must remember that Hugh is backed inrhiscopinion by most of the dealers and
collectors with whom he is in contact. Eddie Stern was so hot about this matter
that you will remember he cancelled his advertising in the STAMP SPECIALIST when
we ran the original article, even though I am very friendly with him. He felt
that it was a direct slam at him for he had sold thousand of dellars worth of
these premieres in good faith and took it as a personal attack. Phil Ward, Spen-
cer Anderson and scores of others have taken this same viewpoint and hammered into
Hugh that he should not make the chapge without indisputable proof. I'wve talked
it over with many collectors myselfy’if they own any of the stamps or have owned
any of the stamps previously, they are more inclined to take this view. You must
realize that every person is thinking of his own problem first and the general
good second. And also, there is a lot of merit in what they say.

It is gquite possible that Hugh may never change his mind in this matter, but as
long as you handle the matter diplomatically as you have done, there is a chance.
Certainly, I can see absolutely nothing to be gained by taking an opposite tactic,
as you would not be able to force him into anything he does not want to do, but
by encouraging his goodwill and those who take the same attitude you are apt to
accomplish more.

You know, I always look at these things, Stan, from a prectical standpoint. In
publishing papers as I have done for many years, in many fields besides STANPS,

I know that we cannot always go on a crusade even though we might believe in it.
The only person who could afford that is the man with so much money that he doesn't
have to think of the financial end of the business and can afford to do what he
thinks is right, regardless of consequences. In a practical world, you must give
some thought to these other angles, and you'll usually {ind far more people on your
bandwagon if you take a tolerant viewpoint than if you try to force it through.

Phone: MEdallion 3-3715 Cable Address: LINDPUBS



Page two

2/26/L3

Stanley B. Ashbrook
(cont'd)

Hugh is not as arbitrary and set in his ways, as you might think merely from cor-
respondence or occasional talks. He does have a lot of fundamental ideas to which
you might take exception, and many of which I do take exception on. But, I know
that I can get no place by antagonizing him, whereas I might get somewhere by tak-—
ing a friendly and cooperative attitude. The think you must weigh, Stan, is what
would you gain by an out and out fight? Do you think you will force him to make
the changes, or would it be just for the satisfaction of having your say? I'm
sure that if you would weighithe pros and con, you will agree with me that there
is nothing to be gained by fighting, but at least a possible something to be gained
by your friendly attitude.

I've had quite a laugh at the Newbury scolding, for he loves to take that paternal
attitude, and anyone that knows and appreciates Saul gets as much of a kick out of
it as he does in handing it out. I doubt very much if Konwiser has written him
anything, although you never can tell what he might do. Anyway, don't let that
ever bother you, for you're aces with Saul. When I go to Chicago, he usually gives
me a lacing out on things that he thinks I do that are wrong and I always love it,
as I know you do, for fundamentally he's got some good sound ideas that are worth
following.

Do you remenber S an, you told me at one time, that you were getting a little more
mellowed with age, and that you were not quite the spitfire you were in your younger
days? Keep up that mellowed attitude for I'm sure you'll get much further by it

ag well as leading a much more tranquil life yourself. These other birds like Per-
ry and Konwiser and so on, who like to take potshots at everyone, get absolutely
nowhere and are only discrediting themselves in the minds of anyone who knows what
it is all about.

Glad you liked that write-up on the West collection, and it was fortunate you ex-
plained to me just what the situation was for when the copy received from Ward
stated that lMr. Ashbrook would be associated with him, it would give anyone the
idea that you had been engaged by him. -

I'm also delighted to work with Brookman, as I think he is a fine fellow and one
whom I would be glad to cooperate with at any time.

With best personal wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

AR

HLL/G
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Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
L3 So0.Grand Ave.
Bt lomas, Ky.
Dear Stan:-
I have received from the Administrators of the
have rec s E18 . Ly
Green Bstate, the Grand Canary cover from the Nelton col
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434 South Crand Ave,,

| Mareh 21st, 1943,

Mr, Gordon Harmer,
851 FPifth Ave., -
New York, N,Y,

My dear Gordon:

Referring to yours of the 17th re - the Green cover of
$1e16 to the Grand Canarye : e :

In my opiJien there is no longer any doubt tnat the cover
is not genuine. Since my correspondence with Percy some
months Lack I have made further exhaustive study of this
item and with the evidence I have.since uncarthed I think
I could go before any Jury mith PVidence that WOuld be
conclusive, .

I have a record of thﬁ kvown 90¢ 1860 covers -and 1n this _
record are not ineluded the two Caspary covers, though I have
séen and examined thems Mre Ce did not ask my opinion of
them, hence 1 did not- volunteer any. 1nformat10n. '

Vr, Newbury owns the finest 90¢ 1860 covew,, At one time this
belonged ‘to mes 1t went to Emersonm and was acquired by Lr.
Newbury at the Emerson sale ir Octdber 1937.

I have turned up other Grand Ganary‘covers from: the same

correspondence as the Nelton=Creen itemy The markings thous 5
selves show theat 90¢ in postage was actually yaid or ‘this cover,
and not i 16. . i 2

The 8. S. Bremen carried uhiq cover on 1¥ from New Iork to Pngland, :

“'dnd inasmmeh as the U,S, psid the Line for such gea carriage the .

letter was rated "American Packet." The "Bremen' had nothing to

do with the carriage of this letter from En ngland to the Grand

Canary, and further tlie rate of 90¢ was a "double rate” and was

_payuent: onlx to the Grand Canary frontier, “TnTernal was coll&cted
on delivery. : 2

i o might rémind you ‘that Elliott Perry gave Pc“oy Doane an oglnlbn" 
on this cover and charged a fee for game, His so=called exper
opinion proves he was in total ignOﬂance of the facts in the case

hence his three page opinion was & silly 1ot of balderdash..-

I would like to have copies of the photographs.you had® i but

b A don't think they could prove vory much as this coven could have
been a "stenpless' Paid, with the présant cancelations on’ the
stamps fraudulent, s

B3 A




#2. ¥r, Cordon Harmer, March 2lst, 1943,

Finally I can assure you that there was no rate or combined
ratd making $1.,16 to the Grand Canary in 1860, or 1861, or in
fact before or after those dates,

I was very much interested in this cover and I made quite a
number of photographs of it myself, I was especdally interested
because I wanted and hoped I could prove that the cover was
genuine, A

Many thanks for your kindness in sending me the "Préces" on
the Ewing Sale, 1

With best of regards,

Cordially yours,



GORDON HARMER CABLE ADDRESS

GUY HARMER PHILATELIC PHILATORS, NEW YORK
—_— AUCTIONEERS PHILATORS, ESTRAND, LONDON

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., LTD. e

2 ARUNDEL ST. . 55[ ﬁffﬁ Avenue TELEPHONE

LONDON, ENGLAND MURRAY HILL 2-6220-1|

- NEW YORK, N.Y.
March 27th 1943.

Mr.Stanley Ashbrook,
434 South Grand Ave.
Ft Jhomas, Ky.

Dear Stan: -

I have carefully read your letter of thé 21st regarding the Grand
Canary cover and I am taking the liberty of enclosing the cover
for your further inspection.

I am of the opinion that the cover is genuine and that the stamps
were genuinely used on the cover. Of course I do not pretend to
have a knowledge of U.S.stamps comparable to yours and I only base
my opinion on the following points.

You may know the history of the cover. It was originally sold by
Ridpath of Liberpool for a few_pounds and later it was acquired by
Seyhold and then by Nelton. If vou will examine the pair of 1le

you will note that both stamps overlap the 90c and you will see that
the top left perf of the left lc stamp has a tiny rust or discoloma-
tion spot which goes through on to the 90c¢ stamp. The 24c¢ stemp
also overlaps the 90c and the 24c is just tied at the lower right.
The 1lc and 24c are crecased by the envelope. The pair of lec is also
just tied at the right. These are my own observations which I
believe have a bearing on the genuineness of the cover.

Of course all these evidences of genuineness could have been forged
but do you think it is likely?

From another source I am given to understand that this letter comes
under the postal agreement of 1860 and that the double rate at that
time, to the Canary Islands was $1.05. As it is specified that it

should be carried by the Bremen, an additional fee, the equivalent

of 1lcents (Fr 0.60) had to be paid for anything up to 20gr carried
over 300 sea miles. This information I have not been able to check
myself, but I believe it is true as I think that in about 1862 the

rate was reduced to 90c for the double rate.

However, suppose we cannot prove the rate at all, this would not
necessarily mean that the cover was bad, as naturaelly a letter has
been overpaid on many occasions.



(5L AR, i R AN AR v

HARMER, ROOKE & CO.

There is just onme other point. I don't see how it could have been

& stampless cover as the cover undoubtedly went to London and it was
stamped "Paid" London. If it had been a stampless cover it would
not have been stemped "Paid" and there would have been a penalty.

I am very interested in the cover and I am interested in proving it
either genuine or not. I have given you my reasons for believing
it is genuine and I am very strongly of the opinion that it is
genuine. As I have said, I do not claim to have any great knowledge
of U.,S.stemps but this cover just doesn't look like a fake to me.

I hate bothering you again on this much discussed item, but I do
want to try to prove its genuineness if possible.

Thanking you and with personal regards, I am

Sincerfl)y yours,

P.S. The cover is insured both ways so you need only register it
on its return to us.

/s, ,%M% W%WMMW%
4 dote wt, I Lo Lped fo e g todo go. e
%ﬁ - é{??. Hrcuen £7‘°_/$,Q¢¢ 701_,aofk,-_z>”“J 74E?4/

F —
ML on fh Corllect,,
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434 South Crand Ave.,
Fort Thomas, Ky

March 29, 1943,

Mr. Cordon Harmer,
551 Fifth Ave,,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Cordon:

Herewith the 90¢ 1860 cover, Yes, I knew the history of the
cover, It wes sold to Nelton in the Seybold sale in Mareh 1910
and it has been sald that in those dgys the fakers didn't take
the trouble to make fake covers, Perhaps they didn't but the
fact romains that Seybold had guite a few fake covers in his
ecollect o@%

I alweys understood that Colgon acquired this aboard and sold it
to ‘Seybold, I 'never heard what Seybold pald but the cover sold
for 428,00 in the Seybold sale,  An unused 90¢ 1860 could be

purchased for #8,00 to §10,00 in IQlO 80 p»rhaps it was 2 bit
profitable to make fakes in thoge Jays.

When I mentionsd "&tEmpless" to you I meant o0f course prepaid in
cash and hence stampless, I don't say that this was what happened,

in fact, I don't know what aetually did happen to this cover, but

I am quite sure of one thing and that ig thiss There was no such
a thing 2= a §1.16 rate to the Grand uane“y in 1861 or at any other
period earlicr or later, The morkings on thie cover show that the
rate was 90¢ not (1,16, hence cne ecan draw thelr own conclusions.
First, was this originally & paid in cash stampless. cover? Second,
was the 90¢ rate originally paid by ~tamps other than are on the
cover at present? VFor exemple three 507 stamps, or a single 9 00¢

As for the stains and creases, we know that the present stamps have
been on the cover for over 55 years so of course that is suificient
time for steins to developse If the cover had & fold originally it
would be absurd to add stamps over 2 fold and not cresase the added
stamps,

Please understand Gordon that I am not stating b

at any of these
things happened, I am only calling atbention to ti

ne posginblilityes

I trust that you will run down the "infeormation' thal was given you
regarding a new postal gvoewent of 1860, viz., the additional fee

and the other bunke I wonder if the person who an‘ntud guch stuff
appreciates how gilly his ‘iﬂ:owmatlon wag, It sounds % o me like

gome "deep stuff" coming out of Weatfield, H.J.

Suppose we discuss this "information.,” If the "douvle vete” was
$1,05, then the single rate must have bsen half that sum, It is Too




#2+ Mr, Gordon Harmer, March 29, 1943.

absurd to consider this point any further, Regarding an addie
tional charge of 60 centimes, Why? The French had nothing to
do with this letter, as it was carried to England by the S, S.

- Bremen of the North Germen Lloyd Line., ['rom Englend it weat by
British Packet to the Grand Canary. The postage paid was only
to the "frontler" as there was no postal treaty at that time
between G.Bs 2nd Spain (or between the U, S, and Spain) whereby
mail could be prepaid to destination in the Grand Canary.

The markings cleerly show that 48¢ was credited by the New York
Foreign Brchange Office to the British Post Office and that the
swn due in Pelmes for the Spanish internal was "8." I suppose this
"g" may have been "8" reales or about 40¢.

This letter went "American Packet.,”™ This is a point which trips
all the wiso boys like Perry. By "American Pagket" did not
necessarily mean by & ship of Americen registry but rather that the
letter was forwarded ab the expense of the UsSs P.0sDs In other
words, "Amers Pkt" or "British Packet" indicated which of the twe

@Governments was paying for the carriage,

We mede an avpangement in 1857 or 1858 with the German Line to carry
mail in their ships for the "sea postages,” What was the sea postage
to G.B.2 It was 16¢ as fixed by the Anglo-U.3.Treaty of 1848, hence
on this particular letter we paid the German Line 32¢ (2 X 16¢) to
carry this letter to England,

The U, S=British rate as you well know was 24¢ per 1/2 ounce letter.
This was digided as follows: 3¢ “ritish intermal, 5¢ U. 3. interal

and 167 seay

Yo arc also aware that at this time the Britilsh "Packet” charge was
& shilling, and under the Treaty a shilling was rated as 247,

The gingle rate to the Grand Canary at the tlme this letter was sent
was 46¢ per 1/2 ounce "Via England,” I suppese that you will admit
that there is mo doubt thav the letter went "Via England” faturally
the double rate was 907, and not such a silly figure as "{1,05."

This letter was sent by the "Bremen” and the recopds show that this

ghip saild from New York on May 11, 1881; hence the UsS. Pe0eDs was

entitisd to retain 21¢ per single vate out of ‘each 457 paid, or 42¢
Pp . 2

on each double rate of 907 paid, :

Each 21¢ represented 16/ sea plus 5¢ iuternals In other words, we

kept 5¢ for our internal and took 16¢ to pdy the German Line, If

‘you deduct 21¢ from 45¢ you will have 24¢ or ome shilling which re=-
resented the Eritish packet charge from England to the CGrand Canary
glandg. (frontier only). :

Thus you will see why 90¢ was paid originally on thils letter out of
which the U. B.B.0¢D, retained 2 X 21¢ or 42/ end creditsd to the




.
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British 2 X 24¢ or 48¢. This 48¢ is in red ink on the face of
the cover. The division of the rate was therefore G.B. 48¢
and U.8. 42¢, total 907, :

'Now'auppose for example that a Cunerd ship had -sailed on May

11, 1861, the rate would have been the same but the credit would
.have been 32¢ higher or 2 X 16¢ for the British sea carriage from
New York to England. In such a case all the U, S, would have re=-
tained would have been our internal of 2 X 57, the Eritish re-
ceiving a credit of 2 X 40 or B0¢, each 407 representing 16¢
Atlantic sea plus the British shilling packet charge from England
to the Grand Canarys, ;

Now Gordon is 1t not all very simple? Why ring in all that shbff
about ‘a double rate of {1.05 plus 60 contimes for 20 grams carried
over 500 uiles, ete.; etecs DO you gee how perfectly absuprd such
"Information" 1s? However, abstrd as 1t 18, it is not near as
8illy as the stuff contained In the opinion furpnished by Elliott
Perry to Pergy Deane on this cover, and for which a charge was
made by Perry, :

Other covers from this Wood correspondence, at this saue period,

are known and all ave prepaid by the regular 45¢ per 1/2 ounce
8ingle rate, William Depew.certainly knew the rate was 45/ per
single or 90¢ double, as proved by covers bsafore snd after this one,
80 if these stamps originated on this cover then Depew threw away
26¢ when he malled this letter snd in no way have I been able to
figure what that 26¢ Qouble or 137 single could have represented.

Can you doubt that the British carried this letter by British packet
from Englend to, the Crand Cansry? Can youw doubt thet the British
packet charge in 1861 wes a shilling? Surely both of the atove are
‘proved by the red ink credit of "48," : :

This letter was no% put int6  the German or French mails, they had
nothing to do with its transmission, We pail the Bremen the sea
postage to transmit the letter from Wew York to Englend,

I don't know whether the cover .is good or bad and all I cen say in
this respect is this, 1If anyone, knowing the real facts, such as
I have eoutlined above, conecludes that the cover is genuine, then he

‘. will be forced to believe that Williaw Depew put 26¢ more positage on
- this letter In May 1861 than wes necessary, ovidence sghows that
" Depew knew the correct rate was: d5¢ single .- 904 double, so if the

cover 18 gemuine them why did Depew put 264 more than was nécessary
on this letter? I dontt believe that he 4did such & thing, heénce 1
cannot believe that the cover is:génuline,

I gave all of the above facts to Doane and I never charged him a
penny, 80 I too am very anxious that the real ststus of thils cover
be definitely established so that I won't be called uvpon to dispute
every erackpot opinion that is advanced by 2 lot of people who have
no knowledge whatsoever of foreign rates or postal markings but who
have the gall to cherge fees for absurd "Expert" opinions. I vefer
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not only to Perry but others in his class down East,

This letter was purely a U.S.-British transmission and the rates
were fixed by Treaty. There was no "postal agreement” bhetween
the U.S. and G.B. in 1860 whereby the "sea carriage" (1l6¢) to
G.B. was raised, nor reduced, and you know darn well that there
was no raise nor reduction 1n the British paoket charge of one
shilling in 1860, 1861 or 1862,

Depew certainly knew what he was doing and what the correct rate
was, as per his memo in upper left, "Per Bremen Vie England,"

I owned a cover from this same correspondence, a use in July 1861,
It was 2 single rate with a 304 -~ 10¢ and 5/ orange brown, It was
routed "Per Asia" via England, in the same handwrifing as the
enclozed cover, As you well know the Aslia was a Cunard ship,

The ﬁed"ren eredit on this letter was "40" and the Grand Canary due
was "4,

I have a photo of another cover from the same correspondence reahbdg,
"Yie England, per Brago."” This was a ship of the American Havre

Line, and the red pen credit on this 45¢ rate cover was 24¢ or the
British one 2hilling packet charge., I merely cite this cover to

show that the eredit was the same on the "Bremen" and "Arago" Wabters,
.hdpthat while the "Arago" was a ship of Am rican registry and the
"Bremen" of German registryﬁ both were designated as by "Amer, Packet"
because both were paid the "sea postages" (16¢) to carry these two
letters,

I could give you a number of references regarding the amount paild

by the U,S, P,0sDe for ecarriage of the Atlantic mails in the late
Fifties and early Sixties but the following will no doubt suffice,

It is from the annual report (1l852) of the P,N¢Gs: "Which limits the
compensation to the United States postage, sea and inland, when the
conveyence is by American stesmers and to the sea postage when by
foreign steamers,”

In other words, the Arago received 217 (sea and inland) whereas the
"Bremen"” received 15¢ (the sea) on the above covers for transmission
from YNew York to England,

I do hope that my explanation of triq cover has been very plain and
easily understood, If not, let me “now and I'1l explailn any points
you wish,

With kindest regarcs,

Cordially yours,
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| I nave had a careful examination md‘ of the 10¢ _ I
- rhld States Stemp of the 1847 issue which, I :
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